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I N T R O D U C T I O N
History of the Scofield Bible

The Scofield Study Bible, New King James Version, is the latest edition of a trusted publication first issued
in 1909. Its study system, familiar to millions of Christians around the world, is the masterpiece of evan-
gelist and Bible conference leader Cyrus I. Scofield (1843–1921). He saw the need for a Bible with helps
that would display the great orthodox teachings that had been emphasized during the period of doctrinal
awakening in which he lived—and to present those teachings in a form that could be easily grasped by
the average reader. Scofield resigned his pastoral ministry in 1903, assembled a team of scholars, traveled
to Europe for research, and spent countless hours perfecting his notes, chain references and other study
aids.

The Scofield Reference Bible was an outstanding success, and it was followed by an improved edition
in 1917. After many printings, an extensive revision was begun in 1954 by a new generation of scholars
headed by E. Schuyler English, all of whom were in firm sympathy with Scofield’s approach. That became
the New Scofield Reference Bible, first published in 1967. It is the basis for the current adaptation.

Determined to maintain the spirit of Dr. Scofield’s original work, the consultants and editors have la-
bored faithfully to keep this study Bible an adaptation, not a revision, of the latest Scofield Bible. They
wish to assure the reader that this adaptation follows the same doctrines of faith as those believed in by
Dr. Scofield and by the 1967 revision committee:

… the plenary inspiration and inerrancy of the Scriptures; the triune Godhead composed of the Fa-
ther, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; the virgin birth and Deity of Christ; the necessity and efficacy of
His atoning work; Christ’s bodily resurrection and ascension; His imminent coming for His Church
and His visible, premillennial return to the earth; the everlasting felicity of the redeemed; and the
everlasting punishment of the lost.

Philosophy of the Scofield Bible

From the very first edition, the Scofield Bible has been concerned with helping the student of the Bible
to see the Scriptures as a unified whole. The Scofield Study Bible affirms historic doctrines, such as the
deity of Jesus Christ, the existence of the miraculous, and salvation by grace through faith. However, it
also reflects a view of God’s activity in human history as it is revealed in the Scriptures themselves. Cen-
tral to this understanding of the Bible in its entirety is the belief that God is dealing with humanity in a
progressive way. The relationships God establishes with people are founded on and are unfolded through
covenants, which connect human life with divine redemption. Much of the study material in this edition
is concerned with analyzing these covenants and their relation to each other and to the work of Christ.

In addition, the Scofield Bible distinguishes dispensations, which further exhibit the progressive na-
ture of God’s dealings with humanity. They are associated with periods of time when people have been
responsible for specific and varying tests of their obedience of God, from the beginning of human histo-
ry to its end. Although not all Bible students agree on every detail of the dispensational system present-
ed in this study Bible, it is generally recognized that the distinction between law and grace is basic to an
understanding of the Scriptures. Recognition of the dispensations is of utmost value in comprehending
the divine program of the ages as long as it is clearly understood that

(1) throughout all the Scriptures there is only one basis of salvation, that is, by grace through faith;
(2) strict limits cannot be placed on the terminations of all the dispensations because there is some

overlapping; and
(3) the divinely given stewardship may continue after the time of special testing has ended. Integral

to this view of Scripture is the premillennial return of our Lord and the features of biblical proph-
ecy connected with this event.

The 2002 Edition

At the dawning of a new century and the impending one-hundredth anniversary of the ever popular
Scofield Bible, Oxford University Press, the original publisher, decided to refresh the design of the



Scofield Bible; enhancing its readability and usefulness to the reader. In this undertaking the editors
chose to feature the study notes that are unique to the Scofield. All notes on the dispensations, the cov-
enants and the summary notes of each topic chain now prominently appear on the page, drawing the
reader’s attention to Scofield’s most important contributions. Additional notes of an objective nature, ex-
panded book outlines in each introduction, and in-text maps provide information to enhance the under-
standing of Scripture.

In their attempt to increase the readability of the text, the editors referenced study notes with bold
faced chapter and verse, plus a word or phrase entry at the bottom of the page. When the note is con-
cerning a specific part of a verse, a word or phrase is given; when the note pertains to the entire verse
no particular word or phrase is noted. Alternate translations, literal and Hebrew meanings of words and
any additional information (other than Biblical references) are now located with the study notes. Anoth-
er new feature is the addition of brief, in-text definitions of proper names of people and places. This pro-
vides helpful reminders to the reader to help recall the most prominent historical people and places. An
extensive index with pronunciation guides is included at the back of this volume.

Oxford University Press is grateful to Thomas Nelson and its staff for the use of the New King James
Version and for their assistance in the preparation of this Bible.

May this completed work enhance the efforts of those who serve the loving and holy God and exalt His
marvelous grace in Jesus Christ.

The Editors
May 2002

x INTRODUCTION TO THE 2002 EDITION



P R E FA C E
T O  T H E  N E W  K I N G  J A M E S  V E R S I O N

Purpose
In the preface to the 1611 edition, the translators of the Authorized Version, known popularly as the King
James Bible, state that it was not their purpose “to make a new translation . . . but to make a good one better.”
Indebted to the earlier work of William Tyndale and others, they saw their best contribution to consist in
revising and enhancing the excellence of the English versions which had sprung from the Reformation of the
sixteenth century. In harmony with the purpose of the King James scholars, the translators and editors of the
present work have not pursued a goal of innovation. They have perceived the Holy Bible, New King James Ver-
sion, as a continuation of the labors of the earlier translators, thus unlocking for today’s readers the spiritual
treasures found especially in the Authorized Version of the Holy Scriptures.

A Living Legacy
For nearly four hundred years, and throughout several revisions of its English form, the King James Bible has
been deeply revered among the English-speaking peoples of the world. The precision of translation for which
it is historically renowned, and its majesty of style, have enabled that monumental version of the word of God
to become the mainspring of the religion, language, and legal foundations of our civilization.

Although the Elizabethan period and our own era share in zeal for technical advance, the former period was
more aggressively devoted to classical learning. Along with this awakened concern for the classics came a
flourishing companion interest in the Scriptures, an interest that was enlivened by the conviction that the
manuscripts were providentially handed down and were a trustworthy record of the inspired Word of God.
The King James translators were committed to producing an English Bible that would be a precise translation,
and by no means a paraphrase or a broadly approximate rendering. On the one hand, the scholars were almost
as familiar with the original languages of the Bible as with their native English. On the other hand, their rev-
erence for the divine Author and His Word assured a translation of the Scriptures in which only a principle of
utmost accuracy could be accepted.

In 1786 Catholic scholar Alexander Geddes said of the King James Bible, “If accuracy and strictest attention
to the letter of the text be supposed to constitute an excellent version, this is of all versions the most excel-
lent.” George Bernard Shaw became a literary legend in our century because of his severe and often humor-
ous criticisms of our most cherished values. Surprisingly, however, Shaw pays the following tribute to the
scholars commissioned by King James: “The translation was extraordinarily well done because to the transla-
tors what they were translating was not merely a curious collection of ancient books written by different au-
thors in different stages of culture, but the Word of God divinely revealed through His chosen and expressly
inspired scribes. In this conviction they carried out their work with boundless reverence and care and
achieved a beautifully artistic result.” History agrees with these estimates. Therefore, while seeking to unveil
the excellent form of the traditional English Bible, special care has also been taken in the present edition to
preserve the work of precision which is the legacy of the 1611 translators.

Complete Equivalence in Translation
Where new translation has been necessary in the New King James Version, the most complete representation
of the original has been rendered by considering the history of usage and etymology of words in their contexts.
This principle of complete equivalence seeks to preserve all of the information in the text, while presenting it
in good literary form. Dynamic equivalence, a recent procedure in Bible translation, commonly results in para-
phrasing where a more literal rendering is needed to reflect a specific and vital sense. For example, complete
equivalence truly renders the original text in expressions such as “lifted her voice and wept” (Gen. 21:16); “I
gave you cleanness of teeth” (Amos 4:6); “Jesus met them, saying, ‘Rejoice!’” (Matt. 28:9); and “‘Woman,
what does your concern have to do with Me?’” (John 2:4). Complete equivalence translates fully, in order to
provide an English text that is both accurate and readable.

In keeping with the principle of complete equivalence, it is the policy to translate interjections which are
commonly omitted in modern language renderings of the Bible. As an example, the interjection behold, in the
older King James editions, continues to have a place in English usage, especially in dramatically calling atten-
tion to a spectacular scene, or an event of profound importance such as the Immanuel prophecy of Isaiah 7:14.
Consequently, behold is retained for these occasions in the present edition. However, the Hebrew and Greek
originals for this word can be translated variously, depending on the circumstances in the passage. Therefore,
in addition to behold, words such as indeed, look, see, and surely are also rendered to convey the appropriate
sense suggested by the context in each case.

In faithfulness to God and to our readers, it was deemed appropriate that all participating scholars sign a



statement affirming their belief in the verbal and plenary inspiration of Scripture, and in the inerrancy of the
original autographs.

Devotional Quality
The King James scholars readily appreciated the intrinsic beauty of divine revelation. They accordingly disci-
plined their talents to render well-chosen English words of their time, as well as a graceful, often musical
arrangement of language, which has stirred the hearts of Bible readers through the years. The translators, the
committees, and the editors of the present edition, while sensitive to the late-twentieth-century English idiom,
and while adhering faithfully to the Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek texts, have sought to maintain those lyrical
and devotional qualities that are so highly regarded in the Authorized Version. This devotional quality is es-
pecially apparent in the poetic and prophetic books, although even the relatively plain style of the Gospels and
Epistles cannot strictly be likened, as sometimes suggested, to modern newspaper style. The Koine Greek of
the New Testament is influenced by the Hebrew background of the writers, for whom even the gospel narra-
tives were not merely flat utterance, but often song in various degrees of rhythm.

The Style
Students of the Bible applaud the timeless devotional character of our historic Bible. Yet it is also universally
understood that our language, like all living languages, has undergone profound change since 1611. Subse-
quent revisions of the King James Bible have sought to keep abreast of changes in English speech. The present
work is a further step toward this objective. Where obsolescence and other reading difficulties exist,
present-day vocabulary, punctuation, and grammar have been carefully integrated. Words representing ancient
objects, such as chariot and phylactery, have no modern substitutes and are therefore retained.

A special feature of the New King James Version is its conformity to the thought flow of the 1611 Bible. The
reader discovers that the sequence and selection of words, phrases, and clauses of the new edition, while
much clearer, are so close to the traditional that there is remarkable ease in listening to the reading of either
edition while following with the other.

In the discipline of translating biblical and other ancient languages, a standard method of transliteration, that
is, the English spelling of untranslated words, such as names of persons and places, has never been common-
ly adopted. In keeping with the design of the present work, the King James spelling of untranslated words is
retained, although made uniform throughout. For example, instead of the spellings Isaiah and Elijah in the Old
Testament, and Esaias and Elias in the New Testament, Isaiah and Elijah now appear in both Testaments.

King James doctrinal and theological terms, for example, propitiation, justification, and sanctification, are
generally familiar to English-speaking peoples. Such terms have been retained except where the original lan-
guage indicates need for a more precise translation.

Readers of the Authorized Version will immediately be struck by the absence of several pronouns: thee,
thou, and ye are replaced by the simple you, while your and yours are substituted for thy and thine as applic-
able. Thee, thou, thy, and thine were once forms of address to express a special relationship to human as well
as divine persons. These pronouns are no longer part of our language. However, reverence for God in the pres-
ent work is preserved by capitalizing pronouns, including You, Your, and Yours, which refer to Him. Addi-
tionally, capitalization of these pronouns benefits the reader by clearly distinguishing divine and human per-
sons referred to in a passage. Without such capitalization the distinction is often obscure, because the
antecedent of a pronoun is not always clear in the English translation.

In addition to the pronoun usages of the seventeenth century, the -eth and -est verb endings, so familiar in
the earlier King James editions, are now obsolete. Unless a speaker is schooled in these verb endings, there is
common difficulty in selecting the correct form to be used with a given subject of the verb in vocal prayer.
That is, should we use love, loveth, or lovest? do, doeth, doest, or dost? have, hath, or hast? Because these
forms are obsolete, contemporary English usage has been substituted for the previous verb endings.

In older editions of the King James Version, the frequency of the connective and far exceeded the limits of
present English usage. Also, biblical linguists agree that the Hebrew and Greek original words for this con-
junction may commonly be translated otherwise, depending on the immediate context. Therefore, instead of
and, alternatives such as also, but, however, now, so, then, and thus are accordingly rendered in the present
edition, when the original language permits.

The real character of the Authorized Version does not reside in its archaic pronouns or verbs or other gram-
matical forms of the seventeenth century, but rather in the care taken by its scholars to impart the letter and
spirit of the original text in a majestic and reverent style.

The Format
The format of the New King James Version is designed to enhance the vividness and devotional quality of the
Holy Scriptures:

• Subject headings assist the reader to identify topics and transitions in the biblical content.
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• Words or phrases in italics indicate expressions in the original language which require clarification by
additional English words, as also done throughout the history of the King James Bible.

• Verse numbers in bold type indicate the beginning of a paragraph.
• Oblique type in the New Testament indicates a quotation from the Old Testament.
• Poetry is structured as contemporary verse to reflect the poetic form and beauty of the passage in the

original language.
• The covenant name of God was usually translated from the Hebrew as “LORD” or “GOD” (using capital

letters as shown) in the King James Old Testament. This tradition is maintained. In the present edition
the name is so capitalized whenever the covenant name is quoted in the New Testament from a passage
in the Old Testament.

• Significant explanatory notes, alternate translations, and cross-references, as well as New Testament ci-
tations of Old Testament passages, are supplied in footnotes.

The Old Testament Text
The Hebrew Bible has come down to us through the scrupulous care of ancient scribes who copied the origi-
nal text in successive generations. By the sixth century A.D. the scribes were succeeded by a group known as
the Masoretes, who continued to preserve the sacred Scriptures for another five hundred years in a form
known as the Masoretic Text. Babylonia, Palestine, and Tiberias were the main centers of Masoretic activity;
but by the tenth century A.D. the Masoretes of Tiberias, led by the family of ben Asher, gained the ascendan-
cy. Through subsequent editions, the ben Asher text became in the twelfth century the only recognized form
of the Hebrew Scriptures.

Daniel Bomberg printed the first Rabbinic Bible in 1516–17; that work was followed in 1524–25 by a sec-
ond edition prepared by Jacob ben Chayyim and also published by Bomberg. The text of ben Chayyim was
adopted in most subsequent Hebrew Bibles, including those used by the King James translators. The ben
Chayyim text was also used for the first two editions of Rudolph Kittel’s Biblia Hebraica of 1906 and 1912. In
1937 Paul Kähle published a third edition of Biblia Hebraica. This edition was based on the oldest dated man-
uscript of the ben Asher text, the Leningrad Manuscript B19a (A.D. 1008), which Kähle regarded as superior
to that used by ben Chayyim.

For the New King James Version the text used was the 1967/1977 Stuttgart edition of the Biblia Hebraica,
with frequent comparisons being made with the Bomberg edition of 1524–25. The Septuagint (Greek) Version
of the Old Testament and the Latin Vulgate also were consulted. In addition to referring to a variety of ancient
versions of the Hebrew Scriptures, the New King James Version draws on the resources of relevant manu-
scripts from the Dead Sea caves. In the few places where the Hebrew was so obscure that the 1611 King
James was compelled to follow one of the versions, but where information is now available to resolve the prob-
lems, the New King James Version follows the Hebrew text. Significant variations are recoded in the foot-
notes.

The New Testament Text
There is more manuscript support for the New Testament than for any other body of ancient literature. Over
five thousand Greek, eight thousand Latin, and many more manuscripts in other languages attest the integri-
ty of the New Testament. There is only one basic New Testament used by Protestants, Roman Catholics, and
Orthodox, by conservatives and liberals. Minor variations in hand copying have appeared through the cen-
turies, before mechanical printing began about A.D. 1450.

Some variations exist in the spelling of Greek words, in word order, and in similar details. These ordinarily
do not show up in translation and do not affect the sense of the text in any way.

Other manuscript differences such as omission or inclusion of a word or a clause, and two paragraphs in the
Gospels, should not overshadow the overwhelming degree of agreement which exists among the ancient
records. Bible readers may be assured that the most important differences in English New Testaments of today
are due, not to manuscript divergence, but to the way in which translators view the task of translation: How
literally should the text be rendered? How does the translator view the matter of biblical inspiration? Does the
translator adopt a paraphrase when a literal rendering would be quite clear and more to the point? The New
King James Version follows the historic precedent of the Authorized Version in maintaining a literal approach
to translation, except where the idiom of the original language cannot be translated directly into our tongue.

The King James New Testament was based on the traditional text of the Greek-speaking churches, first pub-
lished in 1516, and later called the Textus Receptus or Received Text. Although based on the relatively few
available manuscripts, these were representative of many more which existed at the time but only became
known later. In the late nineteenth century, B. Westcott and F. Hort taught that this text had been officially
edited by the fourth-century church, but a total lack of historical evidence for this event has forced a revision
of the theory. It is now widely held that the Byzantine Text that largely supports the Textus Receptus has as
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much right as the Alexandrian or any other tradition to be weighed in determining the text of the New Tes-
tament. Those readings in the Textus Receptus which have weak support are indicated in the footnotes as be-
ing opposed by both Critical and Majority Texts.

Since the 1880s most contemporary translations of the New Testament have relied upon a relatively few
manuscripts discovered chiefly in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Such translations depend
primarily on two manuscripts, Codex Vaticanus and Codex Sinaiticus, because of their greater age. The Greek
text obtained by using these sources and the related papyri (our most ancient manuscripts) is known as the
Alexandrian Text. However, some scholars have grounds for doubting the faithfulness of Vaticanus and Sinaiti-
cus, since they often disagree with one another, and Sinaiticus exhibits excessive omission.

A third viewpoint of New Testament scholarship holds that the best text is based on the consensus of the
majority of existing Greek manuscripts. This text is called the Majority Text. Most of these manuscripts are in
substantial agreement. Even though many are late, and none is earlier than the fifth century, usually their
readings are verified by papyri, ancient versions, quotations from the early church fathers, or a combination of
these. The Majority Text is similar to the Textus Receptus, but it corrects those readings which have little or
no support in the Greek manuscript tradition.

Today, scholars agree that the science of New Testament textual criticism is in a state of flux. Very few
scholars still favor the Textus Receptus as such, and then often for its historical prestige as the text of Luther,
Calvin, Tyndale, and the King James Version. For about a century most have followed a Critical Text (so called
because it is edited according to specific principles of textual criticism) which depends heavily upon the
Alexandrian type of text. More recently many have abandoned this Critical Text (which is quite similar to the
one edited by Westcott and Hort) for one that is more eclectic. Finally, a small but growing number of schol-
ars prefer the Majority Text, which is close to the traditional text except in the Revelation.

In light of these facts, and also because the New King James Version is the fifth revision of a historic docu-
ment translated from specific Greek texts, the editors decided to retain the traditional text in the body of the
New Testament and to indicate major Critical and Majority Text variant readings in the footnotes. Although
these variations are duly indicated in the footnotes of the present edition, it is most important to emphasize
that fully eighty-five percent of the New Testament text is the same in the Textus Receptus, the Alexandrian
Text, and the Majority Text.

Footnotes
Significant explanatory notes, alternate translations, and cross-references, as well as New Testament citations
of Old Testament passages, are supplied in the footnotes to the text.

Important textual variants in the Old Testament are identified in a standard form.
The textual notes in the present edition of the New Testament make no evaluation of readings, but do clear-

ly indicate the manuscript sources of readings. They objectively present facts without such tendentious re-
marks as “the best manuscripts omit” or “the most reliable manuscripts read.” Such notes are value judgments
that differ according to varying viewpoints on the text. By giving a clearly defined set of variants the New King
James Version benefits readers of all textual persuasions.

Where significant variations occur in the New Testament Greek manuscripts, textual notes are classified as
follows:

1. NU-Text
These variations from the traditional text generally represent the Alexandrian or Egyptian type of text
described previously in “The New Testament Text.” They are found in the Critical Text published in
the twenty-seventh edition of the Nestle-Aland Greek New Testament (N) and in the United Bible So-
cieties’ fourth edition (U), hence the acronym, “NU-Text.”

2. M-Text
This symbol indicates points of variation in the Majority Text from the traditional text, as also previ-
ously discussed in “The New Testament Text.” It should be noted that M stands for whatever read-
ing is printed in the published Greek New Testament According to the Majority Text, whether sup-
ported by overwhelming, strong, or only a divided majority textual tradition.

The textual notes reflect the scholarship of the past 150 years and will assist the reader to observe the vari-
ations between the different manuscript traditions of the New Testament. Such information is generally not
available in English translations of the New Testament.

xiv PREFACE TO THE NKJV



H O W  T O  U S E  
T H I S  S T U D Y  B I B L E

To better enhance your study of the Bible, take a few minutes to review the outstanding features of this
study Bible.

Scripture Text. The New King James Version is an accurate translation of the Scriptures based on the
principle of faithfully rendering into current English the words and meanings found in the original lan-
guages. The Scofield approach to Bible study is built on the same premise of careful attention to the
words of Scripture, resulting in a consistent treatment of Bible text and study system.

Textual Footnotes. The scholarly value of this edition is enhanced by the footnotes of the New King
James Version. These notes, which show important textual variants and offer comments on the transla-
tion, have contributed greatly to the popularity of the NKJV, and they form a very helpful complement to
the Scofield study system. Upon seeing an asterisk (*) in the text, the reader should check the lower right
hand column for the appropriate footnote.

Introductions to the Eight Sections of the Bible are located on pages xxii, 302, 699, 908, 1291,
1295, 1547, 1684. These are valuable for the reader to

(1) show how portions of Scripture fit in progressive revelation,
(2) highlight distinctive features of the different types of literature in the Canon (narrative, poetry,

epistle, etc.) and
(3) relate sections of Scripture to human history and God’s purposes through the ages.
These introductions include “From Malachi to Matthew,” an overview of the period between the Tes-

taments.

Book Introductions. The notes introducing every book of the Bible include the date of writing, the
name of the author, the central theme, a brief overview of the book, along with relevant historical infor-
mation and an outline. These introductions should be read before studying any book and should be reg-
ularly referred to as the text is read.

Book Outlines. The outlines of the text of each book help the reader to be aware of the flow of
thought within a book. These outlines are based on an analysis of

(1) the overall contents of each book,
(2) the relation of its parts to each other and
(3) the purpose of each book.
While they are only suggested outlines based on editorial choice, they should be utilized as a frame-

work for understanding a book, to challenge and direct students to further examination on their own.
The outlines are placed in the introductory material to each book and in the text itself.

In-text headings. These headings are expanded from the outlines and provide further descriptions of
sections of the text.

Study Notes. The study notes appearing at the bottom of pages and in lined boxes are a key feature of
this study Bible. They succinctly

(1) summarize great doctrines of the Scriptures, such as adoption, faith and sanctification,
(2) comment on key words or phrases and
(3) suggest solutions to difficult problems.
The reader should make it a habit to check the notations at the bottom of the page for additional infor-

mation on the passage under study. Notes pertaining to Covenants, Dispensations and the Summary notes
of the topic chain reference system are prominently displayed in a boxed format. Many of the notes con-
tain references to related notes elsewhere in the Bible or to other passages that discuss the same subject.

Marginal References. This key tool for Bible study assists the reader in interpreting a given passage by



showing what the Bible says elsewhere about individual words, phrases or topics. Since the Bible is its
own best interpreter, its message in one place is almost always illuminated by texts elsewhere in Scrip-
ture. Students who make a habit of consulting these study aids will find that

(1) they are better able to relate portions of the Bible to each other,
(2) they learn to think in terms of the unity of Scripture and
(3) they allow the Bible to shed its own light on difficult portions. For example, at Heb. 12:1 the act of

our laying aside “the sin which so easily ensnares” is parallel to and explained by the concept of not
drawing back, believing and being saved in Heb. 10:39. The connection is indicated by a superscript d at
Heb. 12:1.

A System of Chain References is included in the marginal references. This distinctive feature enables
the reader to trace a word or doctrine from one key occurrence to the next. They treat such subjects as
Inspiration, the Holy Spirit, Day of the Lord, and so forth, and form one of the most important and use-
ful elements of this study edition. They lead the reader from an early reference to a doctrine to the last,
and then direct the reader to a summary note on the topic.

In these chain references the first reference shows where the subject is mentioned on that particular
page; the second reference points to the next appearance of the topic. There are two references within
parentheses. The first of these shows where the chain starts in the Bible. The second indicates where the
summary note appears, which is generally at the last usage. Summary notes appear in a box within the
text at or near the reference given.

A complete listing of all the chains and the location of the corresponding summary note is included on
page 1753.

Chronology. In the study notes no dates before 2100 B.C. are given, because of the lack of evidence on
which to fix such dates (compare Gen. 1:1; 5:3; 11:10, notes.) Between 2100 and 1000 B.C. approxi-
mate dates are given. After 1000 B.C. events are dated with more precision in cases where the present
state of knowledge makes this possible, but even here most dates are tentative and may need reivion if
required by new evidence.

In-text maps. These sixty-six maps are located throughout the Bible in relevant places to depict vari-
ous events and periods in biblical history. They can be easily located in the Table of Contents (page vi) or
the Subject Index. Their titles are distinguished with small capital letters.

Chart of Monies, Weights and Measures (page 1751). This chart provides approximate values for
money, weights, lengths and capacities which occur in the text. It should be used in conjunction with the
explanations provided at 2 Chr. 2:10 and Acts 27:28.

Subject Index. The subject index includes the key words and topics found in the study notes and
Scripture. This selective listing enables the reader to locate the explanations of key words and topics
quickly. For example, the topic of the blood of Christ is specifically treated in notes at Lev. 16:5 and
17:11. The more general topic of sacrificial blood is also treated at Lev. 17:11.

NKJV Concordance. Along with the marginal references, this concordance provides the greatest as-
sistance for independent Bible study. A concordance is a listing of verses in which particular words are
found. The marginal references (cross-references) are keyed to identical words or related topics and
words. When used together these two features enable the student to see how Scripture interprets itself
by connecting related parts of the Bible. These two study aids facilitate the discovery of Bible truth more
than any other. They should be consulted regularly and eagerly.

xvi HOW TO USE THIS STUDY BIBLE



T H E  O V E R A L L  P L A N  
O F  T H E  B I B L E

Approaching Bible Study
Through the centuries the Bible has been the most widely read of all books. Yet as individuals have

been prompted to read it, perhaps by curiosity, perhaps by spiritual interest, they have often found that
it baffles them. In many instances even those who do not believe that it has any claims on their lives feel,
and rightly so, that it is unintelligent to remain in ignorance of the most famous of writings. Still they,
along with many sincere believers, all too soon shrink from any serious effort to master the contents of
the sacred text. The main reason for not understanding the message of Scripture lies in the failure to see
its overall plan and purpose.

The plan of the Bible can be compared to a mosaic. Each word, chapter and book form components
that are necessary, yet incomplete in themselves. They can never be viewed in isolation, just as a mosa-
ic is only meaningful as a unified whole. To profit from the Bible the reader must be able to work with
the individual parts as well as the overall themes and purposes.

It is a virtue of this study Bible that it attempts to set forth the entire plan of the written revelation.
And it seeks to relate this global perspective to the details of Scripture, which can be gathered together
into summary statements and descriptions of God’s unified purposes and acts in and beyond time.

In presenting God’s written Word as a whole, the Scofield Study Bible stresses several unifying char-
acteristics:

(1) the nature of Scripture as embodying progressive revelation,
(2) the purposeful division of the total canon of sixty-six books into related subsections,
(3) the presence of recurring themes throughout the Bible,
(4) the relation of the acts of God to the continuing flow of human history, including specific goals as

He deals with humankind, and
(5) the connection of individual details of Scripture with God’s overall plan, as far as it can be dis-

cerned, for humanity and angelic beings.
In a very real sense this Study Bible offers the reader a lifetime of study opportunities. It is designed to

help an individual analyze separate parts of Scripture and to put them together. Since the Bible’s depths
can never be fully plumbed by any finite mind—there is always more to learn—several features are de-
signed to help the reader delve further into the text, discovering details and relating them to each other.

The Overall Plan of the Bible
There are several prominent characteristics of the Bible that are indispensable keys for study.

The Bible is one book.
Several telling signs attest to this unity.
(1) From Genesis onward the Bible bears witness to one God. Wherever He speaks or acts He is con-

sistent with Himself, and with the total revelation concerning Him.
(2) The Bible forms one continuous story—the account of God’s dealing with the human race.
(3) The Bible advances the most unlikely predictions concerning the future, and then gives the record

of their fulfillment at the appropriate time.
(4) The Bible is a progressive unfolding of truth. God does not give all the information He will give on

a subject at one particular point. (It is also important to remember that God has not told us all there is to
know about Himself and His purposes with men and women, only what we need to know.) To stimulate
our interest and to thwart the casual, God has given His revelation in parts over time. A helpful state-
ment of this principle is found in Hebrews 1:1–2: “God, who at various times and in various ways spoke
in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son . . . .”

(5) The Bible presents a single way of access to God. All of biblical history up to the Cross anticipates
the great act of God to provide a way for sinners to come into His presence. The remainder of the New
Testament records views that act in retrospect, delineating the account of those subsequently living un-
der it. The means of access to God (substitutionary death of a sacrifice) and the sole channel for obtain-
ing that access (faith) are presented uniformly in Scripture, without a suggestion of any other possible
way.



(6) From beginning to end the Bible has one great theme: the Person and work of the Lord Jesus
Christ. All Scripture is rightly related initially to Him. Revelation 19:10 reminds us of this when it states:
“the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” The predictive words of the Old and New Testaments
have Jesus Christ as their focus: they are testimonies about Him.

(7) The doctrines of the Bible are harmonious, even though they were penned by some forty-four writ-
ers over more than sixteen centuries. The constant quotation of the Old Testament by writers of the New
Testament attests to this. For example, the fact that Paul could adduce Genesis 2:24 to advance his ar-
gument in Ephesians 5:31 shows that he believed his words were in keeping with those of Moses.

The Bible is a book composed of books.
Each of the sixty-six books is complete in itself and has its own theme and analysis. In the Scofield

Study Bible the features of the book are shown in the introduction to that book, which includes an out-
line of the text, and in paragraph headings, which build on and expand the outline. It is of great impor-
tance that each book be studied in the light of its distinctive themes. Genesis, for instance, is the book of
beginnings—the seed-plot of the whole Bible. Matthew is the Gospel book that portrays the Lord Jesus
Christ as the King presented to Israel, as opposed, for instance, to John, which stresses His acts as the
Son of God, that is, as Deity.

The books of the Bible can be assigned to groups.
It is possible to see in the Scriptures five great divisions, each of which can be associated with a key

word pointing to Christ’s incarnation (compare Luke 24:25–27):

PREPARATION—the Old Testament EXPLANATION—the Epistles
MANIFESTATION—the Gospels CONSUMMATION—Revelation
PUBLICATION—Acts

The entire Old Testament is a preparation for Christ (Luke 24:27). The four Gospels present His life
and ministry as the incarnate second Person of the Trinity. The book of Acts records the early publication
of the euangelion, the Gospel, the Good News concerning Him. The Epistles furnish interpretation and
explanation of that life, ministry and death. And the book of Revelation portrays the culmination of God’s
purposes in Christ in and beyond human history on earth.

One can see further significant subdivisions among the books. The Old Testament can be shown to
have four well-defined parts:

THE LAW HISTORY
Genesis Joshua 1 and 2 Chronicles
Exodus Judges Ezra
Leviticus Ruth Nehemiah
Numbers 1 and 2 Samuel Esther
Deuteronomy 1 and 2 Kings

POETRY AND WISDOM BOOKS PROPHECY
Job Isaiah Jonah
Psalms Jeremiah Micah
Proverbs Lamentations Nahum
Ecclesiastes Ezekiel Habakkuk
Song of Solomon Daniel Zephaniah

Hosea Haggai
Joel Zechariah
Amos Malachi
Obadiah

Within these groups each book makes a distinctive contribution. While redemption is the general
theme, for example, of the Pentateuch, relating the story of the redemption of Israel out of bondage and
into “a good and large land,” each of the five books has its own particular part in the whole. Genesis de-
scribes God’s calling of a particular people, Israel, to be the special object of His dealings; Exodus re-
counts the deliverance of Israel; Leviticus portrays the worship of Israel as a delivered people; Numbers

xviii THE OVERALL PLAN OF THE BIBLE



recounts the wanderings and failures of that delivered people; and Deuteronomy warns and instructs
them in view of their approaching entrance into their inheritance.

The Bible tells the human story.
Beginning, logically, with the creation of the earth and of the first human being, the story of our race

which sprang from the first human pair continues through the first eleven chapters of Genesis. In the
twelfth chapter begins the history of Abraham and of the nation of which Abraham was the ancestor. It
is that nation, Israel, with which the subsequent Bible narrative is chiefly concerned, from the eleventh
chapter of Genesis to the second chapter of Acts. The Gentiles are mentioned, but only in connection
with Israel. It is made increasingly clear that Israel so fills the scene only because this nation was en-
trusted with the accomplishment of great worldwide purposes (Deut. 7:7).

The appointed mission of Israel was
1) to be a witness to the unity of God in the midst of universal idolatry (Deut. 6:4; Is. 43:10);
(2) to illustrate to the nations the greater blessedness of serving the one true God (Deut. 33:26–29;

1 Chr. 17:20,21; Ps. 102:15);
(3) to receive and preserve the divine revelation (Rom. 3:1–2); and
(4) to produce the Messiah, humanity’s Savior and Lord (Rom. 9:4–5). The prophets foretell a glorious

future for Israel under His reign.
The biblical story of Israel—past, present and future—falls into seven distinct periods:
(1) from the call of Abram (Gen. 12) to the Exodus (Ex. 1–20);
(2) from the Exodus to the death of Joshua (Ex. 21 to Josh. 24);
(3) from the death of Joshua to the establishment of the Hebrew monarchy under Saul;
(4) the period of the kings from Saul to the captivities;
(5) the period of the captivities;
(6) the restored commonwealth (from the end of the Babylonian captivity of Judah to the destruction

of Jerusalem, A.D. 70); and
(7) the present dispersion and subsequent return to the land of Israel.
The Gospels record the appearance of the promised Messiah, Jesus Christ, in human history and with-

in the Hebrew nation, and tell the wonderful story of His manifestation to Israel, His rejection by that
people, His crucifixion, resurrection and ascension.

The book of Acts records the descent of the Holy Spirit and the beginning of a new entity in human
history, the Church. The division of the race now becomes threefold—the Jew, the Gentile and the
Church of God (1 Cor. 10:32). Just as Israel is in the foreground from the call of Abram to the resurrec-
tion of Christ, so now the church fills the scene from the second chapter of Acts to the fourth chapter of
Revelation. The remaining chapters of that book complete the story of humanity and the final triumph of
Christ.

The central theme of the Bible is Christ.
It is this manifestation of Jesus Christ, His person as God revealed in the flesh (1 Tim. 3:16), His sac-

rificial death and His resurrection, that constitute the Gospel (1 Cor. 15:1–4). All preceding Scripture
leads to this; all following Scripture proceeds from this. The Gospel is preached in Acts and explained in
the Epistles. The topic of Christ, Son of God, Son of man, Son of Abraham, Son of David thus binds the
many books into one Book. As seed of the woman (Gen. 3:15), He is the ultimate destroyer of Satan and
his works; as seed of Abraham, He is the benefactor of the world; as seed of David, He is Israel’s King,
“the Desire of All Nations” (Hag. 2:7). Exalted to the right hand of God, He is Head overall to the
Church, which is His body; while to Israel and the nations the promise of His return forms the one and
only rational expectation that humanity will yet fulfill itself. Meanwhile the Church looks momentarily
for the fulfillment of His special promise, “I will come again and receive you to Myself” (John 14:3). It is
to Him that the Holy Spirit throughout this Church Age bears testimony. The last book of all, the con-
summation book, is “The Revelation of Jesus Christ” (Rev. 1:1).

THE OVERALL PLAN OF THE BIBLE xix
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THE

P E N TAT E U C H
Background
Certain critics have denied that Moses wrote Genesis to Deuteronomy despite the fact that they were attributed to Mo-
ses by the Lord Jesus Christ. The arguments against Moses’ authorship are chiefly based on the variation of the names
of God (Elohim and Jehovah; see Malachi 3:8, note), the differences in style and vocabulary, and the presence of more
than one account of the same event, for example, the creation of man in Genesis 1:26 and 2:7.

These contentions have been adequately answered in that the variation in divine names is for the purpose of re-
vealing certain aspects of God’s character; the style is dependent on the subject matter; and the so-called parallel ac-
counts, well known in ancient Near Eastern literature, are intended to add details to the first account.

Some theologians, rejecting the actuality of the events recorded in the early chapters of Genesis, yet at the same
time recognizing their religious value, call “myths” such accounts as those of Eden and the fall, meaning by “myth”
not merely legend but, rather, a “supra-historical” story that conveys spiritual teaching of permanent significance.
However, the historicity of the Genesis record is so related to the authority of Christ that it cannot be assigned to a
mythical category without impugning the perfection of His knowledge.

Structure and Order
These five books have a peculiar place in the structure of the Bible, and an order which is undeniably the order of the
experience of the people of God in all ages.

Genesis is the book of origins—of the beginning of life, and of ruin through sin. Its first words, “In the beginning
God,” are in striking contrast with the end, “in a coffin in Egypt.”

Exodus is the book of redemption, the first need of a ruined race.
Leviticus is the book of worship and communion, the proper exercise of the redeemed.
Numbers speaks of the experiences of a pilgrim people, the redeemed passing through a hostile scene to a promised

inheritance.
Deuteronomy, retrospective and prospective, is a book of instruction for the redeemed about to enter that inheri-

tance.

Connections to World History
That Babylonian and Assyrian monuments contain records bearing a grotesque resemblance to the majestic account
of the creation and of the flood is true, as also that these antedate Moses. But this confirms rather than invalidates the
inspiration of the Mosaic account. Some tradition of creation and the flood would inevitably be handed down in the
ancient cradle of the race. Such a tradition, following the order of all tradition, would take on incongruous and mytho-
logical features, and these abound in the Babylonian records. Of necessity, therefore, the first task of inspiration would
be to supplant the often absurd and childish tradition with a revelation of the true history, and such a history we find
in words of matchless grandeur, and in an order which, rightly understood, is absolutely scientific.

In the Pentateuch, therefore, we have a true and logical introduction to the entire Bible; and, in type, an epitome of
the divine revelation.



Author Theme Date of writing
Moses Beginnings c. 1450–1410 B.C.

Background
Genesis (from Greek genesis, beginning) is the book of beginnings. It records not only the beginning of the heavens and
the earth, and of plant, animal, and human life, but also of all human institutions and relationships. In terms of types, it
speaks of the new birth, the new creation, where all was once chaos and ruin. (See also the Pentateuch, p. xxii.)

God’s Relationship with Man
With Genesis begins also the progressive self-revelation of God which culminates in Christ. The three primary names of
Deity—Elohim, Jehovah, and Adonai—and the five most important of the compound names occur in Genesis, and these
in an ordered progression which could not be changed without confusion.

The problem of sin as affecting man’s condition on the earth and his relationship to God, and the divine solution of that
problem, are here in essence. Of the eight great covenants which condition human life and progressively unfold the di-
vine redemption, four—the Edenic, Adamic, Noahic, and Abrahamic Covenants—are in this book, and these are the fun-
damental covenants to which the other four—the Mosaic, Palestinian, Davidic, and New Covenants—are related chiefly
as adding detail or development.

Types in Genesis
A type in the Bible is a divinely purposed illustration of a truth (see note on 2:23). Genesis presents many types rich in
meaning. See notes on the following passages for the typical significance of: woman (2:23); tunics of skin (3:21); Cain
(4:1); Abel (4:2); flock (4:4); Enoch (5:22); ark (6:14); flood (7:10); Melchizedek (14:18); Hagar (16:3); Sarah (21:3); Isaac
(22:9, 24:1); Abraham (22:9, 24:1); the ram (22:9); servant (24:1); Rebekah (24:1); drink offering (35:14).

The Old Testament in the New
Genesis enters into the very structure of the New Testament, in which it is quoted more than sixty times in seventeen
books. In a profound sense, therefore, the roots of all subsequent revelation are planted deep in Genesis, and whoever
would truly comprehend that revelation must begin here.

The inspiration of Genesis and its character as a divine revelation are authenticated by the testimony of Jesus Christ
(Matthew 19:4–6; 24:37–39; Mark 10:4–9; Luke 11:49–51; 17:26–29,32; John 7:21–23; 8:44,56) and supplemented by
the testimony of history. As indicated in notes throughout the book, archaeology bears witness to the historical reliabili-
ty of Genesis.

Outline
Genesis may be divided into five major parts: 

I. Creation 1:1—2:25
A. Account of God’s Acts in Creation 1:1–27
B. First Dispensation Instituted: Innocence 1:28—2:25

II. The Fall and the Promise of Redemption 3:1—4:7
A. Account of the Fall 3:1–6
B. Second Dispensation Instituted: Conscience 3:7—4:7

III. The Diverse Seeds, Cain and Seth, to the Flood 4:8—7:24
A. Murder of Abel 4:8–15
B. Origins of Civilizations 4:16—5:32
C. The Flood 6:1—7:24

IV. The Flood to Babel 8:1—11:9 
A. Subsiding of the Flood 8:1–14
B. Third Dispensation Instituted: Human Government 8:15—11:9

V. From the Call of Abram to the Death of Joseph 11:10—50:26
A. Call of Abram 11:10–32
B. Fourth Dispensation Instituted: Promise 12:1–3
C. Abram’s Early Experiences 12:4—20:18
D. Birth and Life of Isaac 21:1—25:23
E. Birth and Life of Esau and Jacob 25:24—37:1
F. Account of Joseph 37:2—50:26

THE FIRST BOOK OF MOSES CALLED

G E N E S I S



4And God saw the light, that it
was good; and God divided the light
from the darkness.

5God called the light Day, and the
edarkness He called Night. So the
evening and the morning were the
first day.

Second day: vapor above, water below
6Then God said, “Let there be a

firmament in the midst of the wa-
ters, and let it divide the waters
from the waters.”

7Thus God made the firmament,

I. Creation, 1:1—2:25

Creation of the heavens and earth

1IN the abeginning bGod created
the heavens and the earth.

Earth waste and empty
2The earth was without form, and

void; and darkness was* on the face of
the deep. And cthe dSpirit of God was
hovering over the face of the waters.

First day: light diffused
3Then God said, “Let there be

light”; and there was light.

1:5

e Ps. 104:20

1:1

a John 1:1

b Deity (names
of): v. 1; Gen.
2:4. (Gen. 1:1;
Mal. 3:18, note)

1:2

c Holy Spirit (OT):
v. 2; Gen. 6:3.
(Gen. 1:2; Zech.
12:10, note)

d Job 26:13

2 GENESIS 1:1–7

*1:2 Words in italic type have been added for clarity.
They are not found in the original Hebrew or Aramaic.

1:1 In the beginning. The Bible begins with God, not
with philosophic arguments for His existence. beginning.
Scripture gives no data for determining how long ago the
universe was created. See notes on Gen. 5:3; 11:10. Com-
pare Introduction, p. xvi. created. Only three creative acts
of God are recorded in this chapter: (1) the heavens and the
earth, v. 1; (2) animal life, vv. 20–21; and (3) human life,
vv. 26–27. The first creative act refers to the dateless past.

1:2 without form, and void. Two main interpretations
have been advanced to explain the expression “without form,
and void” (Hebrew tohu and bohu). The first, which may be
called the Original Chaos interpretation, regards these words
as a description of an original formless matter in the first stage
of the creation of the universe. The second, which may be
called the Divine Judgment interpretation, sees in these
words a description of the earth only, and that in a condition
subsequent to its creation, not as it was originally (see Is.
45:18, note; compare also notes at Is. 14:12; Ezek. 28:12).

1:3 light. Neither here nor in vv. 14–18 is an original
creative act implied. A different word is used. The sense is
made to appear, made visible. The sun and moon were
created “in the beginning.” The light came from the sun, of
course, but the vapor diffused the light. Later the sun ap-
peared in an unclouded sky.

1:5 Day. The word “day” is used in Scripture in four
ways: (1) that part of the solar day of twenty-four hours
which is light (Gen. 1:5,14; John 11:9); (2) a period of twen-
ty-four hours (Matt. 17:1; Luke 24:21); (3) a time set apart
for some distinctive purpose, as “Day of Atonement” (Lev.
23:27); and (4) a longer period of time, during which certain

revealed purposes of God are to be accomplished (compare
2 Pet. 3:10). evening. The use of “evening” and “morning”
may be held to limit “day” to the solar day; but the frequent
parabolic use of natural phenomena may warrant the con-
clusion that it simply means that each creative day was a
period of time marked off by a beginning and ending (com-
pare Ps. 90:6). In any event the sun did not become a mea-
sure of time before the fourth day, as seen in vv. 14–18.

1:6 firmament. Literally expanse (that is, of waters be-
neath, of vapor above).

1:5 THE CONCEPT OF TIME

The Natural Day was from sunrise to sunset.
The Natural Night was from sunset to sunrise.
The Civil Day was, at least in later times in Israel, from

sunset one evening to sunset the next: for “the
evening and the morning were the first day.”

Night (ancient)
First watch (Lamentations 2:19) until about midnight.
Middle watch (Judges 7:19) including midnight 

(Exodus 11:4) until 3 A.M.
Morning watch (Exodus 14:24) until 6 A.M.

Night (New Testament)
First watch, evening = 6 to 9 P.M.
Second watch, midnight = 9 to 12 P.M.
Third watch, cock-crow = 12 to 3 A.M.
Fourth watch, morning = 3 to 6 A.M.

Day (ancient)
Morning: until about 10 A.M.
Heat of the day: until about 2 P.M.
Day’s decline: until about 6 P.M.
Evening or cool of the day: after 6 P.M.

Day (New Testament)
Third hour = 6 to 9 A.M.
Sixth hour = 9 to 12 midday
Ninth hour = 12 to 3 P.M.
Twelfth hour = 3 to 6 P.M.

1:1 GOD

Hebrew El, Elah, or Elohim.
Elohim, the first occurrence of the names of Deity in

the Bible, is a plural noun in form but is singular in
meaning when it refers to the true God. Emphasis in
Gen. 1:26 is on the plurality in Deity; in v. 27, on the
unity of the divine Substance. (Compare Gen. 3:22.)
The plural form of the word suggests the Trinity. See
Gen. 2:4; 14:18, note; 15:2, note; 17:1, note; 21:33,
note; Ex. 34:6, note; 1 Sam. 1:3, note; Mal. 3:18, note.



and adivided the waters which were
under the firmament from the bwa-
ters which were above the firma-
ment; and it was so.

8And God called the firmament
Heaven. So the evening and the
morning were the second day.

Third day: land and sea;
plant life appears

9Then God said, “Let the waters
under the heavens be cgathered to-
gether into one place, and let the
ddry land appear”; and it was so.

10And God called the dry land
Earth, and the gathering together of
the waters He called Seas. And God
saw that it was good.

11Then God said, “Let the earth
bring forth grass, the herb that
yields seed, and the fruit tree that
yields fruit according to its kind,
whose seed is in itself, on the
earth”; and it was so.

12And the earth brought forth
grass, the herb that yields seed ac-
cording to its kind, and the tree that
yields fruit, whose seed is in itself
according to its kind. And God saw
that it was good.

13So the evening and the morning
were the third day.

Fourth day: sun, moon, and stars
become visible

14Then God said, e“Let there be
lights in the firmament of the heav-
ens to divide the day from the
night; and let them be for signs and
fseasons, and for days and years;

15“and let them be for lights in
the firmament of the heavens to give
light on the earth”; and it was so.

16Then God made two great
lights: the greater light to rule the
day, and the lesser light to rule the
night. He made the stars also.

17God set them in the firmament

1:22

g v. 28; 8:17

1:7

a Prov. 8:27-29

b Ps. 148:4

1:9

c Job 26:10

d Ps. 95:5

1:14

e Ps. 136:5-9

f Ps. 104:19

GENESIS 1:8–26 3
of the heavens to give light on the
earth,

18and to rule over the day and
over the night, and to divide the
light from the darkness. And God
saw that it was good.

19So the evening and the morning
were the fourth day.

Fifth day: animal life
(see Gen. 2:19)

20Then God said, “Let the waters
abound with an abundance of living
creatures, and let birds fly above the
earth across the face of the firma-
ment of the heavens.”

21So God created great sea crea-
tures and every living thing that
moves, with which the waters
abounded, according to their kind,
and every winged bird according to
its kind. And God saw that it was
good.

22And God blessed them, saying,
g“Be fruitful and multiply, and fill
the waters in the seas, and let birds
multiply on the earth.”

23So the evening and the morning
were the fifth day.

Sixth day: (1) living creatures
brought forth

24Then God said, “Let the earth
bring forth the living creature ac-
cording to its kind: cattle and creep-
ing thing and beast of the earth, each
according to its kind”; and it was so.

25And God made the beast of the
earth according to its kind, cattle ac-
cording to its kind, and everything
that creeps on the earth according
to its kind. And God saw that it was
good.

Sixth day: (2) man created
and given dominion

26Then God said, “Let Us make
man in Our image, according to Our

1:17 heavens. That is, the heaven of the stars; compare
Gen. 15:5.

1:21 every living thing. The theme “every living thing
that moves,” as distinguished from fish merely, is taken up
again in v. 24 (“living creature”), showing that in the sec-
ond creative act all animal life is included.

1:24 creature. Hebrew nephesh. In itself nephesh, or
soul, implies conscious life, as distinguished from plants
which have unconscious life. In the sense of conscious life

an animal also has a soul. See vv. 26 (with note)–27.
1:26 man. Gen. 1:26–27 gives the general account of

the creation of man, and Gen. 2:7,21–23 the particular.
The revealed facts are:

(1) Man was created, not evolved. This is expressly de-
clared, and the declaration is confirmed by Christ (Matt.
19:4; Mark 10:6); it is also confirmed by the unbridgeable
chasm between man and beast; the highest beast has no
God-consciousness (religious nature).



First Dispensation: Innocence
(Gen. 1:28—3:6)

28cThen God blessed them, and
God said to them, “Be fruitful and
multiply; fill the earth and subdue
it; have dominion over the fish of
the sea, over the birds of the air,

likeness; let them have adominion
over the fish of the sea, over the
birds of the air, and over the cattle,
over all* the earth and over every
creeping thing that creeps on the
earth.”

27So God created man in His own
image; in the image of God He cre-
ated him; bmale and female He cre-
ated them.

1:28

c Gen. 5:2

1:26

a Kingdom (OT):
vv. 26-28; Gen.
9:6. (Gen. 1:26;
Zech. 12:8,
note)

1:27

b Cp. Matt. 19:4;
Mark 10:6-8
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*1:26 Syriac reads all the wild animals of.

(2) Man was made in the “image [and] likeness” of God.
This image is found chiefly in the fact that man is a person-
al, rational, and moral being. While God is infinite and
man finite, nevertheless man possesses the elements of per-
sonality similar to those of the divine Person: thinking
(Gen. 2:19–20; 3:8); feeling (Gen. 3:6); willing (Gen.
3:6–7). That man has a moral nature is implicit in the
record and is further attested by NT usage (Eph. 4:23–24;
Col. 3:10). Man is also according to 1 Thess. 5:23 (com-
pare note) a triunity, made up of body, soul, and spirit; but,
because “God is Spirit” (John 4:24), this tripartite nature of
man is not to be confused with the original “image [and]
likeness” of God which, being spiritual, relates to the ele-
ments of personality.

1:26 dominion. The Bible is a unity and the purpose of
God is one. Man created in God’s image (vv. 26–27) was
placed in sovereignty over the earth (vv. 28–30), crowned

with glory and honor (Ps. 8:5–8), yet subject to God his
Creator (Gen. 2:15–17). The divine intention was and is
that man should have fellowship with God in obedience.
Sin came, the essence of which is rebellion against the will
of God, and man became separated from God (Gen.
3:8–10) and lost sovereignty over the earth (Gen. 3:17–19).

The goal of God is to restore sinning man to His likeness,
fellowship, and dominion (Rom. 8:29; Rev. 21:3; 20:6;
22:5). “But now we do not yet see all things put under him
[mankind]. But we see Jesus . . . crowned with glory and
honor” in anticipation of many sons sharing His fellowship
and dominion (Heb. 2:8–10; Rom. 8:17–19). This is in ac-
cordance with the first promise of redemption (Gen. 3:15).

In the meantime, we wait with patient assurance for God’s
complete victory on the earth (Rom. 8:19–25; 1 Cor.
15:24–28; Rev. 11:15–18). For the working out of God’s pur-
pose of total redemption, see note on Dispensations below.

1:28 DISPENSATIONS OF THE BIBLE

A dispensation is a period of time during which man is tested in respect to his obedience to some specific revelation
of the will of God.

Three important concepts are implied in this definition:
(1) a deposit of divine revelation concerning God’s will, embodying what God requires of man as to his conduct;
(2) man’s stewardship of this divine revelation, in which he is responsible to obey it; and
(3) a time-period, often called an “age,” during which this divine revelation is dominant in the testing of man’s obe-

dience to God.
The dispensations are a progressive and connected revelation of God’s dealings with man, given sometimes to the

whole race and at other times to a particular people, Israel. These different dispensations are not separate ways of sal-
vation. During each of them man is reconciled to God in only one way, i.e. by God’s grace through the work of Christ
that was accomplished on the cross and vindicated in His resurrection. Before the cross man was saved in prospect of
Christ’s atoning sacrifice, through believing the revelation thus far given him. Since the cross man has been saved by
believing on the Lord Jesus Christ in whom revelation and redemption are consummated.

On man’s part the continuing requirement is obedience to the revelation of God. This obedience is a stewardship
of faith. Although the divine revelation unfolds progressively, the deposit of truth in the earlier time-periods is not dis-
carded; rather it is cumulative. Thus conscience (moral responsibility) is an abiding truth in human life (Rom. 2:15;
9:1; 2 Cor. 1:12; 4:2), although it does not continue as a dispensation. Similarly, the saved of this present dispensation
are “not under the law” as a specific test of obedience to divine revelation (Gal. 5:18; cp. Gal. 2:16; 3:11), yet the law
remains an integral part of the Holy Scriptures which, to the redeemed, are profitable for “instruction in righteousness”
(2 Tim. 3:16–17; cp. Rom. 15:4).

The purpose of each dispensation, then, is to place man under a specific rule of conduct, but such stewardship is
not a condition of salvation. In every past dispensation unregenerate man has failed, and he has failed in this present
dispensation and will in the future. But salvation has been and will continue to be available to him by God’s grace
through faith.

Seven dispensations (see Introduction, p. ix) are distinguished in this edition of the Bible: Innocence (Gen. 1:28);
Conscience or Moral Responsibility (Gen. 3:7); Human Government (Gen. 8:15); Promise (Gen. 12:1); Law (Ex. 19:1);
Church (Acts 2:1); Kingdom (Rev. 20:4), where see notes; also important note at Gen. 11:10, relating to God’s deal-
ings with mankind.



and over every living thing that
moves on the earth.”

29And God said, “See, I have giv-
en you every herb that yields seed
which is on the face of all the earth,
and every tree whose fruit yields
seed; to you it shall be for afood.

30“Also, to every beast of the
earth, to every bird of the air, and to
everything that creeps on the earth,
in which there is life, I have given
every green herb for bfood”; and it
was so.

31Then God saw everything that
He had made, and indeed it was
very good. So the evening and the
morning were the sixth day.

God’s seventh-day rest (Sabbath)

2THUS the heavens and the
earth, and all the host of them,

were finished.

2:2

c Heb. 4:4; cp.
Heb. 4:8-9

2:3

d Sabbath: v. 3;
Ex. 16:25. (Gen.
2:3; Matt. 12:1,
note)

e Sanctification
(OT): v. 3; Ex.
19:23. (Gen.
2:3; Zech. 8:3,
note)

2:4

f Deity (names
of): vv. 4ff.;
Gen. 14:18.
(Gen. 1:1; Mal.
3:18, note)

2:5

g Gen. 7:4; Job
5:10

1:29

a Gen. 9:3

1:30

b Gen. 9:3

GENESIS 1:29—2:5 5
2And on the seventh day God

ended His work which He had
done, and He crested on the sev-
enth day from all His work which
He had done.

3Then God blessed the dseventh
day and esanctified it, because in it
He rested from all His work which
God had created and made.

Further detail (vv. 4–25) about
creation of man

4This is the history* of the heavens
and the earth when they were creat-
ed, in the day that the fLORD God
made the earth and the heavens,

5before any plant of the field was
in the earth and before any herb of
the field had grown. For the LORD
God had not caused it to grain on
*2:4 Hebrew toledoth, literally generations

1:28 subdue it. This is the divine magna charta for all
true scientific and material progress. Man began with a
mind that was perfect in its finite capacity for learning, but
he did not begin knowing all the secrets of the universe. He
is commanded to “subdue,” that is, acquire a knowledge
and mastery over his material environment, to bring its el-
ements into the service of the race.

2:3 sanctified. The Hebrew word (qdsh) means to set
apart, hence, to make holy.

2:4 created. It is often said that Gen. 2:4–25 is a second
account of creation differing from that in Gen. 1:1—2:3. In
point of fact, however, Gen. 1 tells of the creation of the
whole universe, including man and woman; while Gen. 2
specifically describes the origin of man and woman with-
out repeating the story of the creation recorded in Gen. 1.
Thus Gen. 2 says nothing of the creation of light, of the
separation of the waters, or of the formation of sun, moon,
and stars. Nor does it actually describe the creation of veg-
etation or of animals.

Genesis 2:8 is sometimes erroneously interpreted as de-
scribing the creation of vegetation, but it only mentions the
planting of a particular garden. Verse 19, often misinter-
preted as another description of the creation of animals
coming after rather than before the creation of man, actu-
ally refers back to the creation of the animals that were
brought before Adam. To think that the planting of the gar-
den described in v. 8 was not done until after man had
been formed, as stated in v. 7, is unnecessary. In both cases
(the “planting” of the garden and the “forming” of the ani-
mals) the Hebrew verb could be more correctly translated
by the English “had planted” and “had formed.”

2:4 LORD God. Up to this point the general term “God”
has been used. “LORD” is added to “God” in this verse, and
continues to be used for several chapters. “LORD” is per-
haps pronounced Yahweh (YHWH) in Hebrew, though tra-
ditionally Jehovah in English. (Here please read notes on
LORD at Ex. 3:14; 6:3; 34:6; see also Introduction, p. xiii.)
The documentary theory of the authorship of the Penta-
teuch was built in part on the basis of this change in the
name of God. See note at Mal. 3:18. Compare also notes at
Gen. 1:1; 15:2; 17:1; 21:33; 1 Sam. 1:3.

2:4 DAYS OF CREATION

Day one = light

Day two = heaven above, water below

Day three = earth and sea/vegetation

Day four = sun, moon and stars

Day five = living creatures of water and sky

Day six = living creatures on land/humans

Day seven = rest

1:28 THE FIRST DISPENSATION: 
INNOCENCE

Man was created in innocence, placed in a perfect en-
vironment, subjected to a simple test, and warned of
the consequences of disobedience. He was not com-
pelled to sin but, tempted by Satan, he chose to disobey
God. The woman was deceived; the man transgressed
deliberately (1 Tim. 2:14). The stewardship of Inno-
cence ended in the judgment of the expulsion from
Eden (Gen. 3:24). For notes on the other dispensations,
see: Conscience or Moral Responsibility (Gen. 3:7);
Human Government (Gen. 8:15); Promise (Gen. 12:1);
Law (Ex. 19:1); Church (Acts 2:1); Kingdom (Rev. 20:4);
also Gen. 11:10, note on page 22.



11The name of the first is Pishon;
it is the one which skirts the whole
land of Havilah, where there is gold.

12And the gold of that land is
good. Bdellium and the onyx stone
are there.

13The name of the second river is
Gihon; it is the one which goes
around the whole land of Cush.

14The name of the third river is
Hiddekel; it is the one which goes
toward the east of Assyria. The
fourth river is the Euphrates.

First, or Edenic Covenant
(v. 16, note): test of obedience.

Cp. Gen. 1:28
15Then the LORD God took the

man and put him in the garden of
Eden to tend and keep it.

16And the LORD God ecommand-
ed the man, saying, “Of every tree
of the garden you may freely eat;

17“but of the tree of the knowl-
edge of good and evil you shall not

the earth, and there was no man to
atill the ground;

6but a mist went up from the
earth and watered the whole face of
the ground.

God forms man and prepares Eden
for him

7And the LORD God bformed man
of the cdust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath
of life; and man became a living be-
ing.

8The LORD God planted a garden
eastward in Eden, and there He put
the man whom He had formed.

9And out of the ground the LORD
God made every tree grow that is
pleasant to the sight and good for
food. The dtree of life was also in the
midst of the garden, and the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil.

10Now a river went out of Eden to
water the garden, and from there it
parted and became four riverheads.

2:16

e Eight Cov-
enants: vv. 15-
17 (cp. 1:26-
28); Gen. 3:15.
(Gen. 2:16;
Heb. 8:8, note)

2:5

a Gen. 3:23

2:7

b Matt. 19:4;
Mark 10:6;
1 Cor. 15:45

c v. 19; Gen. 3:19

2:9

d Gen. 3:22,24
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2:8 Eden. Literally delight.
2:14 Hiddekel. Ancient name of the Tigris.
2:15 man. Hebrew ’adam.

Adam: red. The first human created by God in His
own image and assigned to have dominion over the
earth. The Hebrew word adam is translated man.

2:17 tree. Apart from the seven references to trees in
general in the first three chapters of Genesis, frequently
called fruit trees (1:11,12,29; 3:2,3; etc.), two particular
trees are assigned great importance in this narrative:

(1) “The tree of the knowledge of good and evil” (2:9),
said to be “in the midst of the garden” (3:3), was good for
food as well as pleasant to the eyes (3:6), the fruit of which

2:16 COVENANTS IN THE BIBLE

A covenant is a sovereign pronouncement of God by which He establishes a relationship of responsibility (1) between
Himself and an individual (e.g. Adam in the Edenic Covenant, Gen. 2:16ff.), (2) between Himself and mankind in gen-
eral (e.g. in the promise of the Noahic Covenant never again to destroy all flesh with a flood, Gen. 9:9ff.), (3) between
Himself and a nation (e.g. Israel in the Mosaic Covenant, Ex. 19:3ff.), or (4) between Himself and a specific human
family (e.g. the house of David in the promise of a kingly line in perpetuity through the Davidic Covenant, 2 Sam.
7:16ff.). A covenant of one category may overlap others; e.g. the Davidic Covenant, where a continuing kingly house
is promised with ultimate blessing, not only to David but also to the whole world in the reign of Jesus Christ.

The covenants are normally unconditional in the sense that God obligates Himself in grace, by the unrestricted de-
claration, “I will,” to accomplish certain announced purposes, despite any failure on the part of the person or people
with whom He covenants. The human response to the divinely announced purpose is always important, leading as it
does to blessing for obedience and discipline for disobedience. But human failure is never permitted to abrogate the
covenant or block its ultimate fulfillment.

In the case of the Mosaic Covenant, the fulfillment of all the promises was made conditional upon Israel’s obedi-
ence, as implied by the words, “. . . if you will indeed obey . . . then . . . you shall be . . .” followed by “All the peo-
ple answered together . . . ‘All that the Lord has spoken we will do’ “ (Ex. 19:5,8).

The three universal and general covenants are: the Adamic, the Noahic, and also the Edenic in that the whole race
is represented as present in Adam in his failure. All the other covenants are made with Israel or Israelites and apply pri-
marily to them, although with ultimate blessing to the whole world.

There are eight major covenants of special significance in explaining the outworking of God’s purposes with man.
They are: the Edenic (Gen. 2:16); the Adamic (Gen. 3:15); the Noahic (Gen. 9:16); the Abrahamic (Gen. 12:2); the
Mosaic (Ex. 19:5); the Palestinian (Deut. 30:3); the Davidic (2 Sam. 7:16); and the New Covenant (Heb. 8:8). See notes
at the above Scriptures.



eat, afor in the day that you eat of it
you shall surely b,cdie.”

God creates a wife for Adam (cp. 1:27)
18And the LORD God said, “It is

not good that man should be alone;
I will make him a dhelper compara-
ble to him.”

19Out of the ground the LORD God
formed every beast of the field and
every bird of the air, and brought
them to Adam to see what he would
call them. And whatever Adam
called each living creature, that was
its name.

20So Adam gave names to all cat-
tle, to the birds of the air, and to
every beast of the field. But for
Adam there was not found a helper
comparable to him.

21And the LORD God caused a
deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he
slept; and He took one of his ribs,
and closed up the flesh in its place.

22Then the rib which the LORD
God had taken from man He made

2:23

e Gen. 29:14

3:1

f Satan: vv. 1-2,
4,13-14; 1 Chr.
21:1. (Gen. 3:1;
Rev. 20:10,
note)

2:17

a Cp. Rom. 5:12;
1 Cor. 15:21-22

b Death (spiritual):
v. 17; Gen. 3:3.
(Gen. 2:17; Eph.
2:5, note)

c Death (physi-
cal): v. 17; Gen.
3:19. (Gen.
2:17; Heb. 9:27,
note)

2:18

d 1 Cor. 11:8-9
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into a woman, and He brought her
to the man.

God institutes marriage
23And Adam said:

“This is now ebone of my bones
And flesh of my flesh;
She shall be called Woman,
Because she was taken out of

Man.”
24Therefore a man shall leave his

father and mother and be joined to
his wife, and they shall become one
flesh.

25And they were both naked, the
man and his wife, and were not
ashamed.

II. The Fall and the Promise of
Redemption, 3:1—4:7

The temptation and fall

3NOW the fserpent was more
cunning than any beast of the

field which the LORD God had

God forbade Adam and Eve to eat on the pain of death (2:17;
3:11,17). The tree was real, not mythical (compare The Pen-
tateuch, p. xxii); it was not, however, any magical or psy-
chological effect of eating the fruit that brought upon man
moral disaster and death, but rather his disobedience to God.

(2) Of the “tree of life” (2:9) there are no details except
that it was also “in the midst of the garden.” The tree ac-
quires significance because of the words in 3:22, that
Adam must be expelled from the garden lest he “put out his
hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for-
ever.” Adam and Eve were already in a state of sinfulness
and in them, because of sin, the seeds of death were plant-
ed. There was, evidently, some virtue in the fruit of this
tree which would prolong physical life indefinitely. It
would have been tragic for men to live endlessly in a state
of sin and approaching death. True life is now made avail-

able to all mankind, however, through Christ’s death upon
another tree (Acts 5:30; 10:39; 1 Pet. 2:24). This tree of life
obtains an even richer meaning for the redeemed, accord-
ing to Rev. 2:7; 22:2, in an eternal paradise prepared by
God for sinners saved by His grace.

2:23 Woman. Hebrew Ishshah, because she was taken
out of the man (Ish); compare Hos. 2:16. The woman is a
type of the Church, the bride of Christ (Eph. 5:25–32;
2 Cor. 11:2–3; compare John 3:28–29; Rev. 19:7–8).

2:24 be joined to. That is, hold fast or cling (Matt. 19:5;
Mark 10:7–8; 1 Cor. 6:16; Eph. 5:31).

3:1 serpent. The serpent, in his Edenic form, is not to be
thought of as a writhing reptile. That is the effect of the curse

2:23 TYPES IN THE BIBLE

A type is a divinely purposed illustration of some truth.
It may be:

(1) a person (Rom. 5:14);
(2) an event (1 Cor. 10:11);
(3) a thing (Heb. 10:19–20);
(4) an institution (Heb. 9:11–12); or
(5) a ceremonial (1 Cor. 5:7).
Types occur most frequently in the Pentateuch, but

are found, more sparingly, elsewhere. The antitype, or
fulfillment of the type, is found generally in the NT.

Two warnings are necessary: (1) nothing may be in-
sisted upon as a type without explicit NT authority; and
(2) all types not so authenticated must be recognized as
having only the authority of analogy, of spiritual con-
gruity.

2:16 THE EDENIC COVENANT

The first or Edenic Covenant required the following re-
sponsibilities of Adam:

(1) to propagate the race;
(2) to subdue the earth for man;
(3) to have dominion over the animal creation;
(4) to care for the garden and eat its fruits and herbs;

and
(5) to abstain from eating of one tree, the tree of the

knowledge of good and evil, on penalty of death for dis-
obedience.

For notes on other major covenants, see “Covenants in
the Bible” on the facing page.



Second Dispensation: Conscience
(Moral Responsibility) 

(Gen. 4:1—8:14)
7Then the eyes of both of them

were opened, and they knew that
they were naked; and they sewed
fig leaves together and made them-
selves coverings.

The divine interrogation
8And they heard the sound of the

LORD God walking in the garden in
the cool of the day, and Adam and
his wife fhid themselves from the
presence of the LORD God among
the trees of the garden.

9Then the LORD God called to
Adam and said to him, “Where are
you?”

10So he said, “I heard Your voice
in the garden, and I was gafraid be-
cause I was naked; and I hid myself.”

11And He said, “Who told you
that you were naked? Have you eat-
en from the tree of which I com-
manded you that you should not
eat?”

12Then the man said, “The woman
whom You gave to be with me, she
gave me of the tree, and I ate.”

13And the LORD God said to the
woman, “What is this you have
done?” The woman said, “The ser-
pent hdeceived me, and I ate.”

made. And he said to the woman,
a“Has God indeed said, ‘You shall
not eat of every tree of the gar-
den’?”

2And the woman said to the ser-
pent, “We may eat the fruit of the
trees of the garden;

3“but of the fruit of the tree
which is in the midst of the garden,
God has said, ‘You shall not eat it,
bnor shall you c touch it, lest you
ddie.’ ”

4Then the serpent said to the
woman, “You will not surely die.

5“For God knows that in the day
you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.”

6So when the ewoman saw that
the tree was good for food, that it
was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree
desirable to make one wise, she
took of its fruit and ate. She also
gave to her husband with her, and
he ate.

3:8

f Job 31:33

3:10

g Ex. 3:6; Deut.
9:19

3:13

h 2 Cor. 11:3

3:1

a Test/Tempt: vv.
1-6,12-13; Gen.
22:1. (Gen. 3:1;
James 1:14,
note)

3:3

b Cp. Gen. 2:17

c Cp. Ex. 19:12,
13

d Death (spiritual):
v. 3; Matt. 8:22.
(Gen. 2:17; Eph.
2:5, note)

3:6

e 1 Tim. 2:14
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(Gen. 3:14). The creature which lent itself to Satan may well
have been the most beautiful as it was the most “cunning” of
creatures less than man. Traces of that beauty remain de-
spite the curse. Every movement of a serpent is graceful, and
many species are beautifully colored. In the serpent, Satan
appeared as “an angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:14). Satan is called
“serpent” in Rev. 12:9,14,15; 20:2. For the record of the fall
of Satan, see Is. 14:12–14, and read carefully note at v. 12.

3:6 ate. The tragic consequence of the temptation and
fall was nothing less than the universal sinfulness of all hu-
manity. The Holy Spirit’s commentary in the NT clearly
states that the woman was deceived, whereas the man was
not deceived; but both transgressed (1 Tim. 2:14). Satan’s
assault was threefold (compare Matt. 4:1–11; 1 John 2:16).
The temptation was initiated by Satan’s introducing doubt
and denial of God’s Word (Gen. 3:1–5; John 8:44). The fall
brought a consciousness of sin, of condemnation, and of
separation from God, as indicated by the fact that Adam
and Eve “hid themselves from the presence of the LORD
God” (Gen. 3:8; see also vv. 9–13). Man’s nature became
evil and inimical to God (Rom. 5:19; 8:7–8). This state of
spiritual death issued in eventual physical death, both be-
ing implied in Gen. 2:17 (compare Rom. 5:12–14, where
see notes). See also Gen. 3:15, note.

3:7 THE SECOND DISPENSATION: 
CONSCIENCE

(MORAL RESPONSIBILITY)

Man had now sinned (3:6–7), the first promise of re-
demption was to be given (3:15), and our first parents
were to be expelled from Eden (3:22–24). Man’s sin
was a rebellion against a specific command of God
(2:16–17) and marked a transition from theoretical to
experiential knowledge of good and evil (3:5–7,22).
Man sinned by entering the realm of moral experience
by the wrong door when he could have entered by do-
ing right. So man became as God through a personal
experience of the difference between good and evil, but
also unlike God in gaining this experience by choosing
the wrong instead of the right. Thus he was placed by
God under the stewardship of moral responsibility
whereby he was accountable to do all known good, to
abstain from all known evil, and to approach God
through blood sacrifice here instituted in prospect of
the finished work of Christ. The result is set forth in the
Adamic Covenant (Gen. 3:14–21, see v. 15, note). Man
failed the test presented to him in this dispensation (wit-
ness Gen. 6:5), as in others. Although, as the specific
test, this time-era ended with the flood, man continued
in his moral responsibility as God added further revela-
tion concerning Himself and His will in succeeding
ages (e.g. Acts 24:14–16; Rom. 2:15; 2 Cor. 4:2).

For notes on the other dispensations, see: Innocence
(Gen. 1:28); Human Government (Gen. 8:15); Promise
(Gen. 12:1); Law (Ex. 19:1); Church (Acts 2:1); King-
dom (Rev. 20:4); also Gen. 1:28 and 11:10, notes.



Second, or Adamic Covenant
(v. 15, note)

14So the LORD God said to the ser-
pent:

“Because you have done this,
You are cursed more than all

cattle,
And more than every beast of

the field;
On your belly you shall go,
And you shall eat adust
All the days of your life.

15 bAnd I will put enmity
Between you and the woman,
And between cyour seed and

dher Seed;
He shall bruise your head,
And you shall ebruise His

fheel.”
16To the woman He said:

3:16

g 1 Cor. 11:3;
Eph. 5:22; Titus
2:5; 1 Pet. 3:1

3:14

a Is. 65:25

3:15

b Eight Cov-
enants: vv. 14-
20; Gen. 9:16.
(Gen. 2:16;
Heb. 8:8, note)

c Cp. Matt. 3:7

d Is. 7:14; Matt.
1:18,25

e Sacrifice
(prophetic): v.
15; Gen. 4:4.
(Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note)

f Christ (first ad-
vent): v. 15;
Gen. 12:3.
(Gen. 3:15; Acts
1:11, note)
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“I will greatly multiply your

sorrow and your
conception;

In pain you shall bring forth
children;

Your desire shall be for your
husband,

And he shall grule over you.”
17Then to Adam He said, “Be-

cause you have heeded the voice of
your wife, and have eaten from the
tree of which I commanded you,
saying, ‘You shall not eat of it’:

“Cursed is the ground for your
sake;

In toil you shall eat of it
All the days of your life.

18 Both thorns and thistles it shall
bring forth for you,

And you shall eat the herb of
the field.

3:15 enmity. As the English word “enmity” comes
from the same root as “enemy,” so also the Greek word
used in the Septuagint at this verse, and the Greek word
in the NT commonly rendered “enemy,” derive from the
same root. Our Lord specifically designates Satan as the
“enemy” (Matt. 13:25,28, compare v. 39; probably also
Luke 10:19). All men outside of Christ are enemies of
God (Rom. 5:10; Col. 1:21; James 4:4); the carnal mind is
at enmity with God (Rom. 8:7). This enmity, which is par-
ticularly manifested in those who are “enemies of the

cross of Christ” (Phil. 3:18), will develop in great intensi-
ty in the end times (Rev. 12:13–17). heel. The chain of
references which begins here includes the promises and
prophecies concerning Christ which were fulfilled in His
birth and works at His first advent. See, for line of unful-
filled promises and prophecies: Christ (second advent)
(Deut. 30:3 to Acts 1:11); Kingdom (OT) (Gen. 1:26–28 to
Zech. 12:6–8); Kingdom (NT) (Luke 1:31–33 to 1 Cor.
15:24–28); Day of the LORD (Is. 2:10–22 to Rev. 19:11–
21).

3:15 THE ADAMIC COVENANT

The Adamic Covenant conditions the life of fallen man—conditions which must remain till, in the kingdom age, “the
creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God”
(Rom. 8:21). The elements of the covenant are:

(1) The serpent, Satan’s tool, is cursed (v. 14; Rom. 16:20; 2 Cor. 11:3,14; Rev. 12:9) and becomes God’s graphic
warning in nature of the effects of sin—from the most beautiful and subtle of creatures to a loathsome reptile. The
deepest mystery of the cross of Christ is strikingly pictured by the bronze serpent, a type of Christ “made . . . to be sin
for us” in bearing the judgment we deserved (Num. 21:5–9; John 3:14–15; 2 Cor. 5:21).

(2) The first promise of a Redeemer (v. 15). Here begins the “highway of the Seed”: Abel, Seth, Noah (Gen. 6:8–10),
Shem (Gen. 9:26–27), Abraham (Gen. 12:1–4), Isaac (Gen. 17:19–21), Jacob (Gen. 28:10–14), Judah (Gen. 49:10),
David (2 Sam. 7:5–17), Immanuel-Christ (Is. 7:10–14; Matt. 1:1,20–23; John 12:31–33; 1 John 3:8).

(3) The changed state of the woman (v. 16), in three particulars: (a) multiplied conception; (b) pain in motherhood;
(c) the headship of the man (compare Gen. 1:26–27). Sin’s disorder makes necessary a headship; it is vested in man
(Eph. 5:22–25; 1 Cor. 11:7–9; 1 Tim. 2:11–14).

(4) The light occupation of Eden (Gen. 2:15) changed to burdensome labor (3:18–19), because of the earth’s being
cursed (3:17).

(5) The inevitable sorrow of life (v. 17).
(6) The brevity of life and the tragic certainty of physical death to Adam and all his descendants (v. 19; Rom.

5:12–21). See also Death (spiritual), Gen. 2:17; Eph. 2:5; and notes. Nevertheless, the curse upon the ground is for
man’s sake. It is not good for man to live without toil.

For notes on other major covenants, see: Edenic (Gen. 2:16); Noahic (Gen. 9:16); Abrahamic (Gen. 12:2); Mosaic
(Ex. 19:5); Palestinian (Deut. 30:3); Davidic (2 Sam. 7:16); New (Heb. 8:8). Follow also the chain references on this
subject. See b in side margin.



Birth of Cain and Abel

4NOW Adam knew Eve his wife,
and she conceived and bore

Cain, and said, “I have acquired a
man from the LORD.”

2Then she bore again, this time
his brother Abel. Now Abel was a
keeper of sheep, but Cain was a
tiller of the ground.

3And in the process of time it
came to pass that Cain brought an
offering of the fruit of the ground to
the LORD.

4Abel also ebrought of the first-
born of his flock and of their fat.
And the LORD frespected Abel and
his goffering,

5but He did not respect Cain and
his offering. And Cain was very an-
gry, and his countenance fell.

Cain exhorted even yet
to bring a sin offering

6So the LORD said to Cain, “Why
are you angry? And why has your
countenance fallen?

7“If you do well, will you not be
accepted? And if you do not do well,
sin lies at the door. And its desire is
for you, but you should rule over
it.”

19 In the sweat of your face you
shall eat bread

Till you return to the ground,
For out of it you were taken;
For dust you are,
And to adust you shall return.”

Adam’s faith; God’s provision
of sacrifice

20And Adam bcalled his wife’s
name Eve, because she was the
mother of all living.

21Also for Adam and his wife the
LORD God made tunics of skin, and
cclothed them.

Expulsion from Eden
22Then the LORD God said, “Be-

hold, the man has become like one
of Us, to know good and evil. And
now, lest he put out his hand and
take also of the tree of life, and eat,
and live forever”—

23therefore the LORD God sent
him out of the garden of Eden to till
the ground from which he was tak-
en.

24So He drove out the man; and
He placed dcherubim at the east of
the garden of Eden, and a flaming
sword which turned every way, to
guard the way to the tree of life.

4:4

e Faith: v. 4; Gen.
5:22. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

f Heb. 11:4

g Sacrifice (typi-
cal): v. 4; Gen.
8:20. (Gen.
3:15; Heb.
10:18, note)

3:19

a Death (physi-
cal): v. 19; Gen.
5:5. (Gen. 2:17;
Heb. 9:27, note)

3:20

b Faith: v. 20;
Gen. 4:4. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

3:21

c Righteousness
(garment): v. 21;
Job 29:14. (Gen.
3:21; Rev. 19:8,
note)

3:24

d Cp. Ezek. 1:5,
note
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Eve: life. The first woman, created from Adam’s rib.
She was tempted by Satan and ate the fruit from the
tree of knowledge, thus disobeying God.

3:21 tunics of skin. A type of Christ, who became for us
righteousness (1 Cor. 1:30)—a divinely provided garment
that the first sinners might be made fit for God’s presence.
See Righteousness, garment (Rev. 19:8).

4:1 Cain. Cain is a type of the mere man of the earth.
His religion was destitute of any adequate sense of sin or
need of atonement. This religious type is described in
2 Pet. 2. Seven things are said of him: he (1) worships in
self-will; (2) is angry with God; (3) refuses to bring a sin of-
fering; (4) murders his brother; (5) lies to God; (6) becomes
a wanderer; and (7) is, nevertheless, the object of the di-
vine solicitude.

Cain: possession. The firstborn son of Adam and Eve
who was a farmer. He killed his brother Abel when
Abel’s meat offering was accepted by God and Cain’s
produce offering was rejected.

4:2 Abel. Abel is a type of the spiritual man. His sacri-
fice, in which atoning blood was shed (Heb. 9:22), was
therefore at once his confession of sin and the expression
of his faith in the interposition of a substitute (Heb. 11:4).

Abel: vanity. The second son of Adam and Eve who
was murdered by his brother, Cain.

4:4 firstborn of his flock. Type of Christ the Lamb of
God, the most constant type of the suffering Messiah,”the
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John
1:29). A lamb fitly symbolizes the unresisting innocence
and harmlessness of the Lord Jesus (Is. 53:7; Matt.
26:52–54; Luke 23:9). This type is brought into promi-
nence by contrast with Cain’s bloodless offering of the fruit
of the ground and proclaims, in the very infancy of the
race, the primal truth that “without shedding of blood there
is no remission” (Heb. 9:22; 11:4). Cain acknowledged
God as the source of all natural good but rejected His re-
vealed way of worship; Abel, in conformity with that reve-
lation, brought a blood offering, thus confessing himself a
sinner. In Cain began all false religion, the essence of
which is man’s coming to God in his own way.

4:7 sin. Or, “sin offering.” In Hebrew the same word is
used for “sin” and “sin offering,” thus emphasizing in a re-
markable way the complete identification of the believer’s
sin with his sin offering (compare John 3:14 with 2 Cor.
5:21). Here both meanings are brought together. “Sin lies
at the door,” but so also “a sin offering lies at [your tent]
door.” It is “where sin abounded” that “grace abounded



III. The Diverse Seeds, Cain and
Seth, to the Flood, 4:8—7:24

First murder: history of Cain
(cp. Gen. 4:23)

8Now Cain talked with Abel his
brother;* and it came to pass, when
they were in the field, that Cain
rose up against Abel his brother and
akilled him.

9Then the LORD said to Cain,
“Where is Abel your brother?” He
said, “I do not know. Am I bmy
brother’s keeper?”

10And He said, “What have you
done? The voice of your brother’s
blood cries out to Me from the
ground.

11“So now you are cursed from
the earth, which has opened its
mouth to receive your brother’s
blood from your hand.

12“When you till the ground, it
shall no longer yield its strength to
you. A fugitive and a vagabond you
shall be on the earth.”

13And Cain said to the LORD, “My
punishment is greater than I can
bear!

14“Surely You have driven me out
this day from the face of the ground;
I shall be hidden from Your face; I
shall be a fugitive and a vagabond
on the earth, and it will happen that
anyone who finds me will kill me.”

15And the LORD said to him,
“Therefore,* whoever kills Cain,
vengeance shall be taken on him
sevenfold.” And the LORD set a
mark on Cain, lest anyone finding
him should kill him.

Cainite civilization
16Then Cain went out from the

4:16

c Jon. 1:3

4:17

d Ps. 49:11

4:8

a Matt. 23:35;
Luke 11:51;
1 John 3:12

4:9

b 1 Cor. 8:11-13
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cpresence of the LORD and dwelt in
the land of Nod on the east of Eden.

17And Cain knew his wife, and
she conceived and bore Enoch. And
he built a city, and dcalled the name
of the city after the name of his
son—Enoch.

18To Enoch was born Irad; and
Irad begot Mehujael, and Mehujael
begot Methushael, and Methushael
begot Lamech.

19Then Lamech took for himself
two wives: the name of one was
Adah, and the name of the second
was Zillah.

20And Adah bore Jabal. He was
the father of those who dwell in
tents and have livestock.

21His brother’s name was Jubal.
He was the father of all those who
play the harp and flute.

22And as for Zillah, she also bore
Tubal-Cain, an instructor of every
craftsman in bronze and iron. And
the sister of Tubal-Cain was Naamah.

23Then Lamech said to his wives:

“Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;
Wives of Lamech, listen to my

speech!
For I have killed a man for

wounding me,
Even a young man for hurting

me.
24 If Cain shall be avenged

sevenfold,
Then Lamech seventy-

sevenfold.”

Birth of Seth
25And Adam knew his wife again,

and she bore a son and named him
*4:8 Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint, Syriac, and
Vulgate add “Let us go out to the field.”
*4:15 Following Masoretic Text and Targum;
Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read Not so.

much more” (Rom. 5:20). Abel’s offering implies a previ-
ous instruction (compare Gen. 3:21), for it was “by faith”
(Heb. 11:4), and faith is taking God at His word; so that
Cain’s unbloody offering was a refusal of the divine way.
But the LORD made a last appeal to Cain even yet to bring
the required offering (Gen. 4:7).

4:15 mark. That is, for Cain’s protection. The law of
Gen. 9:6 was not yet enacted. Compare Ex. 12:23.

4:16 Nod. Literally wandering.
4:17 built a city. This early civilization, which perished

in the judgment of the flood, was Cainitic in origin, char-
acter, and destiny. Many elements of material civilization

are mentioned in vv. 16–22—city and pastoral life, and the
development of arts and manufacturing. But they deliber-
ately excluded God from their thoughts (Rom. 1:18–23).
Observe the boastful speech of Lamech (vv. 23–24). The
Cainitic civilization may have been as splendid as that of
Greece or Rome, but the divine judgment is according to
the moral state, not the material (Gen. 6:5–7). No traces of
this advanced civilization have yet been found, nor is the
geographic location known. Someday evidences may be
uncovered by the archaeologist’s spade.

4:22 an instructor. Literally the forger of all instruments
of bronze and iron.



eight hundred and seven years, and
had sons and daughters.

8So all the days of Seth were nine
hundred and twelve years; and he
died.

9Enosh lived ninety years, and be-
got Cainan.*

10After he begot Cainan, Enosh
lived eight hundred and fifteen
years, and had sons and daughters.

11So all the days of Enosh were
nine hundred and five years; and he
died.

12Cainan lived seventy years, and
begot Mahalalel.

13After he begot Mahalalel, Cai-
nan lived eight hundred and forty
years, and had sons and daughters.

14So all the days of Cainan were
nine hundred and ten years; and he
died.

15Mahalalel lived sixty-five years,
and begot Jared.

16After he begot Jared, Mahalalel
lived eight hundred and thirty
years, and had sons and daughters.

17So all the days of Mahalalel
were eight hundred and ninety-five
years; and he died.

18 Jared lived one hundred and
sixty-two years, and begot Enoch.

Seth, “For God has appointed an-
other seed for me instead of Abel,
whom Cain killed.”

26And as for Seth, to him also a
son was born; and he named him
Enosh. Then men began to call on
the name of the LORD.

Reign of death (Rom. 5:12)

5THIS is the book of the ageneal-
ogy of Adam. In the day that

God created man, He made him bin
the likeness of God.

2He created them cmale and fe-
male, and dblessed them and called
them Mankind in the day they were
created.

3And Adam lived one hundred
and thirty years, and begot a son in
his eown likeness, after his image,
and named him fSeth.

4gAfter he begot Seth, the days of
Adam were eight hundred years;
and he had sons and daughters.

5So all the days that Adam lived
were nine hundred and thirty years;
and he hdied.

Seth’s family
6Seth lived one hundred and five

years, and begot iEnosh.
7After he begot Enosh, Seth lived

5:1

a Gen. 2:4; 6:9

b Gen. 1:27

5:2

c Mark 10:6

d Gen. 1:28; 9:1

5:3

e v. 1

f Gen. 4:25

5:4

g vv. 4-32; cp.
1 Chr. 1:1-4;
Luke 3:36-38

5:5

h Death (physi-
cal): v. 5; Gen.
6:17. (Gen.
2:17; Heb. 9:27,
note)

5:6

i Gen. 4:26
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*5:9 Hebrew Qenan

4:25 Seth. Hebrew Sheth, meaning appointed.
4:26 Enosh. Literally mortal.
5:1 Adam. Adam, as the natural head of the race (Luke

3:38) is a contrasting type of Christ, the Head of the new

creation. Compare Rom. 5:14; 1 Cor. 15:21–22,45–47.
5:3 years. Scripture does not reveal the date of Adam’s

creation. For the relation of the early genealogies to this
and similar questions, see Gen. 11:10, note.

GENEALOGY FROM ADAM TO NOAH

Adam (930 years)

Cain Abel Seth (912 years) other sons and daughters

Enoch Enosh (905 years)

Irad Cainan (910 years) other sons and daughters

Mehujael Mahalalel (895 years) other sons and daughters

Methushael Jared (962 years) other sons and daughters

Lamech Enoch (365 years) other sons and daughters

Jabal Jubal Tubal-Cain Naamah Methusaleh (969 years) other sons and daughters

Lamech (777 years)

Noah other sons and daughters



19After he begot Enoch, Jared
lived eight hundred years, and had
sons and daughters.

20So all the days of Jared were
nine hundred and sixty-two years;
and he died.

21Enoch lived sixty-five years, and
begot Methuselah.

22After he begot Methuselah,
Enoch awalked with God three hun-
dred years, and had sons and daugh-
ters.

23So all the days of Enoch were
three hundred and sixty-five years.

24And Enoch walked with God;
and he was not, for God btook him.

25Methuselah lived one hundred
and eighty-seven years, and begot
Lamech.

26After he begot Lamech, Methu-
selah lived seven hundred and
eighty-two years, and had sons and
daughters.

27So all the days of Methuselah
were nine hundred and sixty-nine
years; and he died.

28Lamech lived one hundred and
eighty-two years, and had a son.

29And he called his name Noah,
saying, “This one will comfort us
concerning our work and the toil of
our hands, because of the ground
which the LORD has cursed.”

30After he begot Noah, Lamech
lived five hundred and ninety-five
years, and had sons and daughters.

31So all the days of Lamech were
seven hundred and seventy-seven
years; and he died.

32And Noah was five hundred
years old, and Noah begot Shem,
Ham, and Japheth.

The flood (Gen. 6:1—8:14):
(1) continuation of the race

6NOW it came to pass, when
men began to multiply on the

face of the earth, and daughters
were born to them,

2that the sons of God saw the
daughters of men, that they were

6:3

c Holy Spirit (OT):
v. 3; Gen.
41:38. (Gen.
1:2; Zech.
12:10, note).
Cp. 1 Pet. 3:19-
20

d 2 Thess. 2:7

6:4

e Cp. Num.
13:32-33

6:6

f Zech. 8:14, note

g Cp. Ps. 78:40;
Eph. 4:30

6:7

h Gen. 7:4,23

5:22

a Faith: vv. 22-24;
Gen. 6:22.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

5:24

b Miracles (OT): v.
24; Gen. 7:11.
(Gen. 5:24; Jon.
1:17, note)
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beautiful; and they took wives for
themselves of all whom they chose.

(2) Warning of the LORD

3And the LORD said, “My cSpirit
shall not dstrive* with man forever,
for he is indeed flesh; yet his days
shall be one hundred and twenty
years.”

(3) Antediluvian civilization
(see Luke 17:27)

4There were giants on the earth
in those edays, and also afterward,
when the sons of God came in to
the daughters of men and they bore
children to them. Those were the
mighty men who were of old, men
of renown.

(4) Purpose of the LORD in judgment
5Then the LORD* saw that the

wickedness of man was great in the
earth, and that every intent of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually.

6And the LORD fwas sorry that He
had made man on the earth, and He
gwas grieved in His heart.

7So the LORD said, “I will hdestroy
man whom I have created from the
*6:3 Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate read
abide. *6:5 Following Masoretic Text and
Targum; Vulgate reads God; Septuagint reads 
LORD God

5:22 Enoch. Enoch, “taken away so that he did not see
death” (Heb. 11:5) before the judgment of the flood, is a
type of those saints who are to be translated before the
apocalyptic judgments (1 Thess. 4:14–17).

6:5 intent. Literally the whole imagination, that is, in-
cluding purposes and desires. Compare Gen. 8:21.

6:4 THE SONS OF GOD

Some hold that the “sons of God” were fallen angels
“who did not keep their proper domain” (Jude 6–7,
compare “as Sodom and Gomorrah”; 2 Pet. 2:4–9). Ac-
cordingly, this intrusion into the human sphere pro-
duced a race of wicked giants (Gen. 6:4–6). Others hold
that since angels are spoken of in a sexless way (com-
pare Matt. 22:30), and because the words “took wives”
signify a lasting marriage, the reference has to do with
the breakdown of the separation of the godly line of Seth
by intermarriage with the godless line of Cain. A refine-
ment of the latter view holds that the expression “sons of
God” refers to all the godly, and “daughters of men” to
all the ungodly, irrespective of their natural paternity.
Whichever view is held, it is obvious that Satan attempt-
ed so to corrupt the race that the Messiah could not
come to redeem man. But God salvaged a remnant
(Gen. 6:8ff.), and a godly line was preserved. However,
there is no remedy for rebellion against God; the judg-
ment predicted by Noah’s ancestor fell (Jude 14–15;
compare Gen. 7:11; Is. 1:2–7,24–25).



17“And behold, I Myself am bring-
ing floodwaters on the earth, to de-
stroy from under heaven all flesh in
which is the breath of life; every-
thing that is on the earth shall ddie.

18“But I will establish My ecov-
enant with you; and you shall go
into the ark—you, your sons, your
wife, and your sons’ wives with you.

19“And of every living thing of all
flesh you shall bring two of every
sort into the ark, to keep them alive
with you; they shall be male and fe-
male.

20“Of the birds after their kind, of
animals after their kind, and of
every creeping thing of the earth af-
ter its kind, two of every kind will
come to you to keep them alive.

21“And you shall take for yourself
of all food that is eaten, and you
shall gather it to yourself; and it
shall be food for you and for them.”

22Thus Noah fdid; according to all
that God commanded him, so he
did.

(6) Judgment of the flood

7THEN the LORD said to Noah,
“Come into the ark, you and all

your household, because I have
seen that you are grighteous before
Me in this generation.

2“You shall take with you seven
each of every clean animal, a male
and his female; two each of animals
that are hunclean, a male and his fe-
male;

3“also seven each of birds of the

face of the earth, both man and
beast, creeping thing and birds of
the air, for I am sorry that I have
made them.”

(5) Purpose of the LORD in grace
8But Noah found grace in the

eyes of the LORD.
9This is the genealogy of Noah.

Noah was a ajust man, perfect in his
generations. Noah walked with God.

10And Noah begot three sons:
Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

11The earth also was corrupt be-
fore God, and the earth was bfilled
with violence.

12So God looked upon the earth,
and indeed it was corrupt; for all
flesh had corrupted their way on
the earth.

13And God said to Noah, “The
end of all flesh has come before Me,
for the earth is filled with violence
through them; and behold, I will de-
stroy them with the earth.

14“Make yourself an ark of go-
pherwood; make rooms in the ark,
and cover it inside and outside with
pitch.

15“And this is how you shall make
it: The length of the ark shall be
three hundred ccubits, its width fifty
cubits, and its height thirty cubits.

16“You shall make a window for
the ark, and you shall finish it to a
cubit from above; and set the door
of the ark in its side. You shall make
it with lower, second, and third
decks.

6:17

d Death (physi-
cal): v. 17; Mark
5:39. (Gen.
2:17; Heb. 9:27,
note)

6:18

e Gen. 8:20-9:17

6:22

f Faith: v. 22;
Gen. 12:5.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

7:1

g Righteousness
(OT): v. 1; Gen.
15:6. (Gen. 6:9;
Luke 2:25, note)

7:2

h See Gen. 6:19,
note

6:9

a Righteousness
(OT): v. 9; Gen.
7:1. (Gen. 6:9;
Luke 2:25, note)

6:11

b Ezek. 8:17

6:15

c See Weights and
Measures (OT),
2 Chr. 2:10,
note
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6:9 perfect. Literally upright, or sincere. walked with
God. Noah and Enoch are the two antediluvians of whom
it is said that they “walked with God” (Gen. 5:24).

Noah: rest. A righteous, God-fearing man who
obeyed God’s order to build an ark thus saving him-
self, his family and the living creatures on earth from a
devastating flood.

6:14 ark. A type of Christ as the refuge of His people
from judgment (Heb. 11:7).

6:15 The dimensions of the ark are themselves an evi-
dence of the accuracy of the Scriptures. On the basis of a
cubit as 18 inches, the ark was 450 ft. long with a beam of
75 ft. and a depth of 45 ft. Similar to the proportions of a
modern ocean liner, these dimensions are in marked con-
trast with descriptions of the ark found in ancient mytholo-
gy. Compare the cuneiform representation of it as shaped
like a six-storied cube of 262 ft. with a mast and pilot on
top; or the Greek legend, according to Berosus, that it was

3000 ft. long and 1200 ft. wide.
6:16 window. An opening one cubit high, perhaps run-

ning round the ark.
6:19 two of every sort. Compare Gen. 7:2. In addition

to two animals, etc., commanded here to be preserved for
future increase (“male and female”), the further command
was given to take of clean animals, that is, animals accept-
able for sacrifice, seven each. Exodus gives ten such ani-
mals, or but seventy in all. Modern ships carry hundreds of
live animals, with their food, besides scores of human be-
ings.

7:1 Come into the ark. Here God’s beckoning em-
braces the basic meanings of this gracious invitation oc-
curring again and again in the Scriptures, even down to
the last page (Rev. 22:17). This invitation (1) is extended
by God to man; (2) urges him to avail himself of the per-
fect provision God has made for his preservation; and
(3) is given in a time of overwhelming judgment and
doom.



air, male and female, to keep the
species alive on the face of all the
earth.

4“For after seven more days I will
cause it to rain on the earth forty
days and forty nights, and I will de-
stroy from the face of the earth all
living things that I have made.”

5And aNoah did according to all
that the LORD commanded him.

6Noah was six hundred years old
when the floodwaters were on the
earth.

7So bNoah, with his sons, his
wife, and his sons’ wives, cwent
into the ark because of the waters of
the flood.

8Of clean animals, of animals that
are unclean, of birds, and of every-
thing that creeps on the earth,

9two by two they went into the
ark to Noah, male and female, as
God had commanded Noah.

10And it came to pass after seven
days that the waters of the flood
were on the earth.

11In the six hundredth year of
Noah’s life, in the second month,
the seventeenth day of the month,
on dthat day all the fountains of the
egreat deep were fbroken up, and
the windows of heaven were
opened.

12And the rain was on the earth
forty days and forty nights.

13On the very same day Noah and
Noah’s sons, Shem, Ham, and Ja-
pheth, and Noah’s wife and the
three wives of his sons with them,
entered the ark—

14they and every beast after its
kind, all cattle after their kind,
every creeping thing that creeps on
the earth after its kind, and every
bird after its kind, every bird of
every sort.

15And they went into the ark to

7:20

g See Weights and
Measures (OT),
2 Chr. 2:10,
note

7:21

h Gen. 7:4

8:1

i Gen. 19:29

7:5

a Gen. 6:22

7:7

b See Gen. 6:9,
note

c Matt. 24:38

7:11

d Matt. 24:39;
Luke 17:27;
2 Pet. 2:5; 3:6

e Is. 51:10

f Miracles (OT): v.
11; Gen. 8:2.
(Gen. 5:24; Jon.
1:17, note)
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Noah, two by two, of all flesh in
which is the breath of life.

16So those that entered, male and
female of all flesh, went in as God
had commanded him; and the LORD
shut him in.

17Now the flood was on the earth
forty days. The waters increased
and lifted up the ark, and it rose
high above the earth.

18The waters prevailed and great-
ly increased on the earth, and the
ark moved about on the surface of
the waters.

19And the waters prevailed ex-
ceedingly on the earth, and all the
high hills under the whole heaven
were covered.

20The waters prevailed fifteen
gcubits upward, and the mountains
were covered.

21And all flesh hdied that moved
on the earth: birds and cattle and
beasts and every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth, and every man.

22All in whose nostrils was the
breath of the spirit* of life, all that
was on the dry land, died.

23So He destroyed all living things
which were on the face of the
ground: both man and cattle, creep-
ing thing and bird of the air. They
were destroyed from the earth.
Only Noah and those who were
with him in the ark remained alive.

24And the waters prevailed on the
earth one hundred and fifty days.

IV. The Flood to Babel, 8:1—11:9

(7) Flood subsides

8THEN God iremembered Noah,
and every living thing, and all

the animals that were with him in
the ark. And God made a wind to
*7:22 Septuagint and Vulgate omit of the spirit.

7:10 flood. The NT refers to the flood under three as-
pects: (1) our Lord said that, as it was in the days of Noah,
so it will be at the end of this age (Matt. 24:37–39; Luke
17:26–27); (2) Noah himself is used as an illustration of
saving faith (Heb. 11:7); and (3) the flood is used as a type
of baptism (1 Pet. 3:19–21).

7:11 windows. Literally floodgates.

Shem: name. A son of Noah who survived the flood
and became the father of the Semitic race.

Ham: warm. The second son of Noah, who disgraced
his father. Ham’s son, Canaan, was cursed by Noah to
serve Shem.

Japheth: extension. The third son of Noah, who was
blessed by him.

7:24 days. The number (150) suggests the use of a 30-
day month—5 months of 30 days each. Compare Gen.
7:11 and 8:4; also see 8:14, note.



and Noah knew that the waters had
receded from the earth.

12So he waited yet another seven
days and sent out the dove, which
did not return again to him anymore.

13And it came to pass in the six
hundred and first year, in the first
month, the first day of the month,
that the waters were dried up from
the earth; and Noah removed the
covering of the ark and looked, and
indeed the surface of the ground
was dry.

14And in the second month, on
the twenty-seventh day of the
month, the earth was dried.

Third Dispensation: Human
Government (Gen. 8:15—11:32)

15Then God spoke to Noah, say-
ing,

16“Go out of the ark, you and
your wife, and your sons and your
sons’ wives with you.

17“Bring out with you every liv-
ing thing of all flesh that is with
you: birds and cattle and every
creeping thing that creeps on the
earth, so that they may abound on
the earth, and be bfruitful and mul-
tiply on the earth.”

18So Noah went out, and his sons
and his wife and his sons’ wives
with him.

19Every animal, every creeping
thing, every bird, and whatever
creeps on the earth, according to
their families, went out of the ark.

20Then Noah built an caltar to the
LORD, and took of every clean ani-
mal and of every clean bird, and of-
fered dburnt offerings on the altar.

21And the LORD smelled a sooth-

pass over the earth, and the waters
subsided.

2The fountains of the deep and
the windows of heaven were also
astopped, and the rain from heaven
was restrained.

3And the waters receded continu-
ally from the earth. At the end of
the hundred and fifty days the wa-
ters decreased.

4Then the ark rested in the sev-
enth month, the seventeenth day of
the month, on the mountains of Ara-
rat.

5And the waters decreased con-
tinually until the tenth month. In
the tenth month, on the first day of
the month, the tops of the moun-
tains were seen.

6So it came to pass, at the end of
forty days, that Noah opened the
window of the ark which he had
made.

7Then he sent out a raven, which
kept going to and fro until the wa-
ters had dried up from the earth.

8He also sent out from himself a
dove, to see if the waters had reced-
ed from the face of the ground.

9But the dove found no resting
place for the sole of her foot, and
she returned into the ark to him, for
the waters were on the face of the
whole earth. So he put out his hand
and took her, and drew her into the
ark to himself.

10And he waited yet another sev-
en days, and again he sent the dove
out from the ark.

11Then the dove came to him in
the evening, and behold, a freshly
plucked olive leaf was in her mouth;

8:17

b Gen. 1:22; 9:1,7

8:20

c Gen. 12:7

d Sacrifice (typi-
cal): v. 20; Gen.
12:7. (Gen.
3:15; Heb.
10:18, note)

8:2

a Miracles (OT): v.
2; Gen. 11:7.
(Gen. 5:24; Jon.
1:17, note)
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8:2 windows. Literally floodgates.
8:4 Ararat. The name of a country, Armenia; Is. 37:38.
8:14 day of the month. The flood began in the 600th

year, 2nd month, 17th day of Noah’s life (7:11). It rained
40 days and nights (7:12); the waters continued to increase
(7:18), reaching their highest point on the 150th day (7:24),
which figure includes the 40 days of 7:12.

The ark rested somewhere in the mountain range known
as Ararat (that is, Armenia, 8:4) on the 7th month, 17th day
(that is, 74 more days). There followed 40 days before
Noah sent out the raven (8:6–7), and three periods of 7
days related to the three releasings of the dove (8:8–12,
compare v. 10 “another seven days”). Thus far there were
285 days. The period between the removal of the covering

of the ark (601st year, 1st month, 1st day, v. 13) and the
third sending forth of the dove is 29 days (deduced by
comparing 8:13 with the date of entering the ark, 7:11).

Finally, a comparison of 8:13 with vv. 14–16 indicates a
further 57 days’ wait before Noah and his family went forth
to the dry earth, or 371 days in all, which figure agrees
when 7:11 is deducted from 8:14—12 months of 30 days
plus 11 days. (The Jews count both the beginning and end-
ing day of a sequence). But the actual elapsed time was ex-
actly a solar year. This is established by multiplying the 12
months, of 7:11 and 8:14, by the 29½ days which com-
prise a lunar month. The total is 354 days. Add 11 days
(17th to 27th of 2nd month, 7:11 and 8:14)—a total of 365
days, one solar year.



ing aroma. Then the LORD said in
His heart, “I will never again curse
the ground for man’s sake, although
the imagination of man’s heart is
evil from his youth; nor will I again
destroy every living thing as I have
done.
22“While the earth remains,

Seedtime and harvest,
Cold and heat,
Winter and summer,
And day and night
Shall not cease.”

Third, or Noahic Covenant
(Gen. 9:16, note)

9SO God blessed Noah and his
sons, and said to them: a“Be

fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth.*

2“And the b fear of you and the
dread of you shall be on every beast
of the earth, on every bird of the air,
on all that move on the earth, and
on all the fish of the sea. They are
given into your hand.

3“Every moving thing that lives
shall be food for you. I have given
you all things, even as the green
herbs.

4“But you shall not eat flesh with
its clife, that is, its blood.

9:6

d Kingdom (OT):
v. 6; Ex. 3:1.
(Gen. 1:26;
Zech. 12:8,
note)

e Gen. 42:22; cp.
Gen. 4:9-10; Ex.
21:12,14

9:8

f See Gen. 8:15
and 9:16, notes

9:1

a v. 7; 8:17

9:2

b Gen. 1:26; Ps.
8:6

9:4

c Lev. 17:11-14
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5“Surely for your lifeblood I will

demand a reckoning; from the hand
of every beast I will require it, and
from the hand of man. From the
hand of every man’s brother I will
require the life of man.

6“Whoeverd sheds eman’s blood,
By man his blood shall be shed;
For in the image of God
He made man.

7 And as for you, be fruitful and
multiply;

Bring forth abundantly in the
earth

And multiply in it.”
8Then God spoke to Noah and to

his sons with him, fsaying:
9“And as for Me, behold, I estab-

lish My covenant with you and with
your descendants* after you,

10“and with every living creature
that is with you: the birds, the cat-
tle, and every beast of the earth
with you, of all that go out of the
ark, every beast of the earth.

11“Thus I establish My covenant
with you: Never again shall all flesh
be cut off by the waters of the flood;
never again shall there be a flood to
destroy the earth.”
*9:1 Compare Genesis 1:28 *9:9 Literally seed

8:15 THE THIRD DISPENSATION: HUMAN GOVERNMENT

This dispensation began when Noah and his family left the ark. As Noah went into a new situation, God (in the
Noahic Covenant) subjected humanity to a new test. Before this no man had the right to take another man’s life (com-
pare Gen. 4:10–11,14–15,23–24). In this new dispensation, although man’s direct moral responsibility to God con-
tinued (“Render . . . to God the things that are God’s,” Matt. 22:21), God delegated to him certain areas of His au-
thority, in which he was to obey God through submission to his fellow man (“Render . . . to Caesar the things that are
Caesar’s,” Matt. 22:21). So God instituted a corporate relationship of man to man in human government.

The highest function of government is the protection of human life, out of which arises the responsibility of capital
punishment. Man is not individually to avenge murder but, as a corporate group, he is to safeguard the sanctity of hu-
man life as a gift of God which cannot rightly be disposed of except as God permits. “The authorities that exist are ap-
pointed by God,” and to resist the authorities is to resist God (Rom. 13:1–2). Whereas in the preceding dispensation
restraint upon men was internal (Gen. 6:3) as God’s Spirit worked through moral responsibility, now a new and ex-
ternal restraint was added, that is, the power of civil government.

Man failed to rule righteously. That both Jew and Gentile have governed for self, not for God, is sadly apparent. This
failure was seen racially in the confusion of Babel (Gen. 11:9); in the failure of Israel in the period of the theocracy,
which closed with captivity in Babylon (2 Chr. 36:15–21); and in the failure of the nations in the “times of the Gen-
tiles” (Luke 21:24; compare Dan. 2:31–45). Man’s rule will finally be superseded by the glorious reign of our Lord
Jesus Christ, whose right to reign is incontestable (Is. 9:6–7; Jer. 23:5–6; 33:17; Ezek. 21:27; Luke 1:30–33; Rev.
11:15–18; 19:16; 20:4–6). The dispensation of Human Government was followed as a specific test of obedience by
that of Promise, when God called Abram as His instrument of blessing to mankind. However, man’s responsibility for
government did not cease but will continue until Christ sets up His kingdom.

For notes on other dispensations, see: Innocence (Gen. 1:28); Conscience or Moral Responsibility (Gen. 3:7); Prom-
ise (Gen. 12:1); Law (Ex. 19:1); Church (Acts 2:1); Kingdom (Rev. 20:4); also notes on Gen. 1:28 and 11:10.



17And God said to Noah, “This is
the sign of the covenant which I
have established between Me and
all flesh that is on the earth.”

18Now the sons of Noah who
went out of the ark were Shem,
Ham, and Japheth. And Ham was
the father of Canaan.

19These three were the sons of
Noah, and from these the whole
earth was populated.

Noah’s sin
20And Noah began to be a farmer,

and he planted a vineyard.
21Then he drank of the wine and

was drunk, and became uncovered
in his tent.

22And Ham, the father of Canaan,
saw the nakedness of his father, and
told his two brothers outside.

23But Shem and Japheth took a
garment, laid it on both their shoul-
ders, and went backward and cov-
ered the nakedness of their father.
Their faces were turned away, and
they did not see their father’s
nakedness.

Noah’s prophecy
24So Noah awoke from his wine,

and knew what his younger son had
done to him.

25Then he said:

“Cursedb be Canaan;
A cservant of servants
He shall be to his brethren.”

26And he said:

“Blessed be the LORD,
The God of Shem,
And may Canaan be his

servant.
27 May God enlarge Japheth,

And may he dwell in the tents
of Shem;

And may Canaan be his
servant.”

28And Noah lived after the flood
three hundred and fifty years.

29So all the days of Noah were
nine hundred and fifty years; and he
died.

12And God said: “This is the sign
of the covenant which I make be-
tween Me and you, and every living
creature that is with you, for per-
petual generations:

13“I set My rainbow in the cloud,
and it shall be for the sign of the
covenant between Me and the
earth.

14“It shall be, when I bring a
cloud over the earth, that the rain-
bow shall be seen in the cloud;

15“and I will remember My cov-
enant which is between Me and
you and every living creature of all
flesh; the waters shall never again
become a flood to destroy all flesh.

16“The rainbow shall be in the
cloud, and I will look on it to re-
member the everlasting acovenant
between God and every living crea-
ture of all flesh that is on the earth.”

9:25

b See v. 16, note,
pars. (5)-(7,
note)

c Josh. 9:23

9:16

a Eight Cov-
enants: 8:21-
9:17,24-27;
Gen. 12:2.
(Gen. 2:16;
Heb. 8:8, note)
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9:13 rainbow. The rainbow is not said to have come
into existence at this time but only to have been invested
with the character of a sign.

9:16 THE NOAHIC COVENANT

The Noahic Covenant reaffirms the conditions of life of
fallen man as announced by the Adamic Covenant, and
institutes the principle of human government to curb
the outbreak of sin, since the threat of divine judgment
in the form of another flood has been removed. The el-
ements of the covenant are:

(1) Man is made responsible to protect the sanctity of
human life by orderly rule over the individual man,
even to capital punishment (Gen. 9:5–6; compare Rom.
13:1–7).

(2) No additional curse is placed upon the ground,
nor is man to fear another universal flood (Gen. 8:21;
9:11–16).

(3) The order of nature is confirmed (Gen. 8:22; 9:2).
(4) The flesh of animals is added to man’s diet (Gen.

9:3–4). Presumably man had been a vegetarian prior to
the flood.

(5) A prophetic declaration is made that descendants
of Canaan, one of Ham’s sons, will be servants to their
brethren (Gen. 9:25–26).

(6) A prophetic declaration is made that Shem will
have a unique relation to the LORD (Gen. 9:26–27). All
divine revelation is through Semitic men, and Christ,
after the flesh, descends from Shem.

(7) A prophetic declaration is made that from Japheth
will descend the enlarged races (Gen. 9:27). Govern-
ment, science, and art, speaking broadly, are and have
been Japhetic, so that history is the indisputable record
of the exact fulfillment of these declarations.

For notes on other major covenants, see: Edenic
(Gen. 2:16); Adamic (Gen. 3:15); Abrahamic (Gen.
12:2); Mosaic (Ex. 19:5); Palestinian (Deut. 30:3); Da-
vidic (2 Sam. 7:16); New (Heb. 8:8).



Noah’s family (Gen. 9:28—10:32)

10NOW this is the genealogy of
the sons of Noah: Shem,

Ham, and Japheth. And sons were
born to them after the flood.

2The asons of Japheth were Go-
mer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal,
Meshech, and Tiras.

3The sons of Gomer were Ashke-
naz, Riphath,* and Togarmah.

4The sons of Javan were Elishah,
Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim.*

5From these the coastland peo-
ples of the Gentiles were separated
into their lands, everyone according
to his language, according to their
families, into their nations.

6The bsons of Ham were Cush,
Mizraim, Put, and Canaan.

7The sons of Cush were Seba,
Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and
Sabtechah; and the sons of Raamah
were Sheba and Dedan.

8Cush begot cNimrod; he began
to be a mighty one on the earth.

9He was a mighty hunter before
the LORD; therefore it is said, “Like

10:10

d See Is. 13:1 and
Rev. 18:2,
notes; cp. Gen.
11:10, note

10:11

e See Nah. 1:1,
note

10:2

a 1 Chr. 1:5-7

10:6

b 1 Chr. 1:8-16

10:8

c Mic. 5:6
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Nimrod the mighty hunter before
the LORD.”

10And the beginning of his king-
dom was dBabel, Erech, Accad, and
Calneh, in the land of Shinar.

11From that land he went to As-
syria and built eNineveh, Rehoboth
Ir, Calah,

12and Resen between Nineveh
and Calah (that is the principal city).

13Mizraim begot Ludim, Anamim,
Lehabim, Naphtuhim,

14Pathrusim, and Casluhim (from
whom came the Philistines and
Caphtorim).

15Canaan begot Sidon his first-
born, and Heth;

16the Jebusite, the Amorite, and
the Girgashite;

17the Hivite, the Arkite, and the
Sinite;

18the Arvadite, the Zemarite, and
the Hamathite. Afterward the fami-
lies of the Canaanites were dis-
persed.
*10:3 Spelled Diphath in 1 Chronicles 1:6
*10:4 Spelled Rodanim in Samaritan Pentateuch
and 1 Chronicles 1:7

10:2 Gomer. Progenitor of the ancient Cimmerians and
Cimbri, from whom are descended the Celtic family. Ma-
gog. From Magog may be descended the ancient Scythians
(Josephus, Ant. 1,vi,i), who lived north of the Black Sea.
For Magog in prophecy, compare Ezek. 38:2; 39:6; Rev.
20:8. Madai. Progenitor of the ancient Medes. Javan.
Progenitor of those who peopled Greece, Syria, etc. Tubal.
Some believe that Tubal’s descendants peopled the region
south of the Black Sea, from whence they spread north and
south. It is quite possible that Tobolsk perpetuates the trib-
al name. Meshech. Progenitor of a race mentioned in
connection with Tubal, Magog, and other northern nations
(Ezek. 38:2; 39:6). Many think Russia is modern Magog,
Tubal, and Meshech. Tiras. According to ancient opinion,
progenitor of the Thracians, more recently the Tyrsenoi, a
people occupying the coast lands of the Aegean Sea.

10:3 Ashkenaz. Jeremiah 51:27 reveals that the Ashke-
naz lived in the vicinity of Ararat, Armenia. In later Jewish
literature Ashkenaz is employed as a designation of Ger-
many. The Ashkenazim were Jews who had their abode in
Germanic countries, just as the Sephardim denote Jews of
Portugal and Spain. Riphath, and Togarmah. Inhabitants
of Asia Minor.

10:4 Elishah. Perhaps peoples from Sicily or Cyprus.
Tarshish. Tarshish is frequently mentioned in the OT as a
flourishing seaport (compare 1 Kin. 10:22; Jon. 1:3). This
may well be a reference to Tartessus in ancient Spain. Do-
danim. This name may allude to the people of the Rhodi-
an islands in the Aegean Sea.

10:6 Cush. Ethiopia. Mizraim. Egypt. Put. Sometimes
written “Phut,” Put refers to Lybia.

10:15 Sidon. Sidon, sometimes called “Zidon,” once
was the capital of ancient Phoenicia. Heth. Ancestor of
the Hittites.

10:16 Jebusite. A tribe in the neighborhood of Jeru-
salem, which was also called Jebus (Judg. 19:10).

10:1 AN ETHNOLOGICAL TABLE:
NOAH’S FAMILY

Genesis 10 contains the earliest ethnological table in
the literature of the ancient world, compiled centuries
before the Homeric writings. In this table of nations
there is a remarkable perception of the ethnic and lin-
guistic situation of the age of Noah and his descen-
dants. Virtually all the names here have been found in
archaeological discoveries of the past century.

Many of these names reappear subsequently in He-
brew literature in Is. 13–27; Jer. 46–51; Ezek. 25–32.
Eleven of the names reappear in Ezek. 27: Javan, Tubal,
Meshech, Togarmah, Kittim, Dedan, Lud, Sidon, Tar-
shish, Arvad, and Mizraim, which is (Egypt). Kittim (Cy-
prus) is named also in Is. 23; Sidon, in Is. 23:4ff.; Jer.
47:4; Egypt, in Is. 19; Jer. 46; Ezek. 29–32. Babel, or
Babylon, is prophetically discussed in Is. 13,47; Jer.
50,51; as well as Rev. 17,18. Elam reappears in Is. 21:2;
Jer. 49:34–39; and Tarshish in Is. 23:1,6. Magog is dom-
inant in Ezek. 38,39. Some of these prophecies have not
yet been completely fulfilled; thus some of these areas
and tribes will have a history in God’s program thou-
sands of years after their names first appeared.



26Joktan begot Almodad, Sheleph,
Hazarmaveth, Jerah,

27Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah,
28Obal,* Abimael, Sheba,
29Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All

these were the sons of Joktan.
30And their dwelling place was

from Mesha as you go toward Se-
phar, the mountain of the east.

31These were the sons of Shem,
according to their families, accord-
ing to their languages, in their
lands, according to their nations.

32These were the families of the
sons of Noah, according to their
generations, in their nations; and
cfrom these the nations were divid-
ed on the earth after the flood.

19And the border of the Canaan-
ites was from Sidon as you go toward
Gerar, as far as Gaza; then as you go
toward Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah,
and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha.

20These were the sons of Ham,
according to their families, accord-
ing to their languages, in their lands
and in their nations.

21And children were born also to
Shem, the father of all the children
of Eber, the brother of Japheth the
elder.

22The asons of Shem were Elam,
Asshur, bArphaxad, Lud, and Aram.

23The sons of Aram were Uz, Hul,
Gether, and Mash.*

24Arphaxad begot Salah,* and
Salah begot Eber.

25To Eber were born two sons:
the name of one was Peleg, for in
his days the earth was divided; and
his brother’s name was Joktan.

10:32

c v. 1

10:22

a Gen. 11:10-26;
1 Chr. 1:17-28

b v. 24; Luke 3:36
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*10:23 Called Meshech in Septuagint and
1 Chronicles 1:17 *10:24 Following Masoretic
Text, Vulgate, and Targum; Septuagint reads
Arphaxad begot Cainan, and Cainan begot Salah
(compare Luke 3:35–36). *10:28 Spelled Ebal in
1 Chronicles 1:22

10:22 Elam. A people east of Babylon and the Persian
Gulf. Asshur. Assyria.

10:23 Uz. A place in northern Arabia, where Job lived
(Job 1:1).

10:29 Ophir. Ophir, at the southern end of the Red
Sea, was famous for its gold (1 Kin. 9:28; 10:11); almug
trees were evidently plentiful there also. See 1 Kin. 10:11,
note.

N

Euphrates River

Tigris River

N 0

0

100

100

200 Mi. 

300 Km.200

Ashkenaz
(Scythians)

Madai
(Medes)

Javan
(Greeks)

HITTITES

AMORITES

CANAAN

PHUT

Asshur
(Assyria)

Aram
(Syria)

Joktan
(Arabia)

Arphaxad

Lud
(Lydia)

IRAN

Red Sea

Mediterranean Sea

IRAQ

JORDAN

LEBANON

ISRAEL

EGYPT

TURKEY

SAUDI ARABIA

Gomer

Elam
(Persia)

PHILISTINES

The Table of Nations

Descendants of Japheth
DESCENDANTS OF HAM
Descendants of Shem

Kittim
(Cyprus)



Man’s failure at Babel. Life continues
under the Adamic and

Noahic Covenants

11NOW the whole earth had
one language and one speech.

2And it came to pass, as they jour-
neyed from the east, that they found
a plain in the land of Shinar, and
they dwelt there.

3Then they said to one another,
“Come, let us make bricks and bake
them thoroughly.” They had brick
for stone, and they had asphalt for
mortar.

4And they said, “Come, let us
build ourselves a city, and a tower
whose atop is in the heavens; let us
make a name for ourselves, lest we
be scattered abroad over the face of
the whole earth.”

5But the LORD came down to see
the city and the tower which the
sons of men had built.

6And the LORD said, “Indeed the
people are one and they all have one
language, and this is what they begin
to do; now nothing that they propose
to do will be withheld from them.

7“Come, let Us go down and
there bconfuse their language, that
they may not understand one anoth-
er’s speech.”

8So the LORD scattered them
abroad from there over the face of
all the earth, and they ceased build-
ing the city.

9Therefore its name is called Ba-
bel, because there the LORD confused
the language of all the earth; and
from there the LORD scattered them
abroad over the face of all the earth.

11:10

c Gen. 10:22,24;
1 Chr. 1:17,18;
Luke 3:36
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a Deut. 1:28

11:7

b Miracles (OT):
vv. 7-9; Gen.
12:17. (Gen.
5:24; Jon. 1:17,
note)
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V. From the Call of Abram
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Ancestry of Abram
10This is the genealogy of Shem:

Shem was one hundred years old,
and begot cArphaxad two years af-
ter the flood.

11After he begot Arphaxad, Shem
lived five hundred years, and begot
sons and daughters.

12Arphaxad lived thirty-five years,
and begot Salah.

13After he begot Salah, Arphaxad
lived four hundred and three years,
and begot sons and daughters.

14Salah lived thirty years, and be-
got Eber.

15After he begot Eber, Salah lived
four hundred and three years, and
begot sons and daughters.

16Eber lived thirty-four years, and
begot Peleg.

17After he begot Peleg, Eber lived
four hundred and thirty years, and
begot sons and daughters.

18Peleg lived thirty years, and be-
got Reu.

19After he begot Reu, Peleg lived
two hundred and nine years, and
begot sons and daughters.

20Reu lived thirty-two years, and
begot Serug.

21After he begot Serug, Reu lived
two hundred and seven years, and
begot sons and daughters.

22Serug lived thirty years, and be-
got Nahor.

23After he begot Nahor, Serug
lived two hundred years, and begot
sons and daughters.

11:1 one language. In judgment upon sinful man’s first
attempt to establish a world state in opposition to the di-
vine rule, God struck at the very thing which binds men to-
gether, namely, a common language (vv. 7–9).

11:4 tower. Among the discoveries of archaeology in
Mesopotamia are the ziggurats, terrace towers built for
worship of pagan deities.

11:9 As an interesting play on words, Babel is com-
pared with balal the Hebrew word meaning to confuse.
See v. 1 and Is. 13:1, notes; compare Rev. 18:2, note.

Babel: confusion. A name for the early city of Bab-
ylon, established by Nimrod. It was the site of an at-
tempt to build a tower to reach heaven: the earliest at-
tempt of the Babylonians’ rebellion against God.

11:10 after the flood. Scripture does not provide data

by which the date of the flood can be discovered. (See
notes on Gen. 1:1; 5:3.) The Hebrew word rendered “be-
got” does not necessarily mean only that, but often means
became an ancestor of; and the Biblical word “son,”
though often indicating an immediate child, may also be
the equivalent of our English word “descendant.” Thus
Matt. 1:1 calls Jesus Christ “the Son of David, the Son of
Abraham.” See also Matt. 22:42. The genealogy in Matt.
1:8 says that Joram begot Uzziah, thus omitting three links:
Ahaziah, Joash, and Amaziah, all kings of Judah whose
names would have been known to every Jew. Also com-
pare Ezra 7:3 with 1 Chr. 6:7–11. In view of all these facts
we see that Gen. 11:10 means that, when Shem was 100
years old, his wife bore a child who was either Arphaxad
or an ancestor of Arphaxad. Many links in the chain of an-
cestry may have been left unmentioned.



wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran
the father of Milcah and the father
of Iscah.

30But dSarai was barren; she had
no child.

Wasted years at Haran
31And Terah took his son Abram

and his grandson Lot, the son of Ha-
ran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai,
his son Abram’s wife, and they
went out with them from eUr of the
Chaldeans to go to the land of Ca-
naan; and they came to Haran and
dwelt there.

32So the days of Terah were two
hundred and five years, and Terah
died in Haran.

24Nahor lived twenty-nine years,
and begot Terah.

25After he begot Terah, Nahor
lived one hundred and nineteen
years, and begot sons and daugh-
ters.

26Now Terah lived seventy years,
and begot Abram, Nahor, and Ha-
ran.

27This is the genealogy of Terah:
Terah begot aAbram, Nahor, and
bHaran. Haran begot Lot.

28And Haran died before his fa-
ther Terah in his native land, in Ur
of the Chaldeans.

29Then Abram and Nahor took
wives: the name of Abram’s wife
was cSarai, and the name of Nahor’s
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d Gen. 16:1
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e Gen. 15:7; Neh.
9:7

11:27

a Gen. 17:5

b v. 31; Gen. 12:4

11:29

c Gen. 17:5
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11:27 Abram. Later called Abraham, Gen. 17:5. Ap-
proximately 1950 B.C. Evidence is not yet available for set-
ting a precise date for the life of Abram. Some conservative
scholars place him as early as 2200 B.C.; others, as late as
1650. In this edition of the Bible, an estimate of approxi-
mately 2100 B.C. for the birth of Abram is used.

11:28 Ur of the Chaldeans. This city was located in
southern Mesopotamia. Excavations have shown that its
material civilization was far advanced, even long before
the time of Abram; its houses show a level of material wel-
fare in Abram’s day equal to that of Babylon in Nebuchad-
nezzar’s time, more than 1000 years later.

Ur of the Chaldeans: light. The native city of Abra-
ham in southern Babylonia from which his father, Te-
rah, moved the family to Haran.

11:29 Sarai. Later called Sarah, Gen. 17:15. Milcah.
Ancestress of Rebekah; compare Gen. 22:20; 24:15.

11:31 Haran. A city in northwestern Mesopotamia,
about 600 miles from Ur, is named after this man. See lat-
ter part of this verse.

Haran: mountaineer. The destination city of Abra-
ham’s father, Terah, after leaving Ur. The city from
which Abraham was called by God to go to Canaan.

11:10 DIVINE DEALING WITH THE HUMAN RACE

Genesis 11 and 12 mark an important turning point in the divine dealing. Up to this point the history has been that of
the whole Adamic race. There has been neither Jew nor Gentile; all have been one in “the first man Adam.” Hence-
forth, in the Scripture record, humanity must be thought of as a vast stream from which God, in the call of Abram and
the creation of the nation of Israel, has but drawn off a rivulet through which He may at last purify the great river it-
self. Israel was called to be a witness to the unity of God in the midst of universal idolatry (Deut. 6:4; Is. 43:10–12); to
illustrate the blessedness of serving the true God (Deut. 33:26–29); to receive and preserve the divine revelations
(Deut. 4:5–8; Rom. 3:1–2); and to be the human channel for the Messiah (Gen. 21:12; 28:10,14; 49:10; 2 Sam.
7:16–17; Is. 7:13–14; Matt. 1:1).

The reader of Scripture should hold firmly in mind:
(1) From Gen. 12 to Matt. 12:45 the Scriptures have primarily in view Israel, the rivulet, not the great Gentile river;

though again and again the universality of the ultimate divine intent breaks into view (e.g. Gen. 12:3; Is. 2:2,4; 5:26;
9:1–2; 11:10–12; 42:1–6; 49:6,12; 52:15; 54:3; 55:5; 60:3,5,11–16; 61:6,9; 62:2; 66:12,18–19; Jer. 16:19; Joel
3:9–10; Mal. 1:11; Rom. 9; 10; and 11; Gal. 3:8–14).

(2) The human race, Gentile and Jew, goes on under the Adamic and Noahic Covenants, continuing under the dis-
pensations (stewardship responsibilities) of Conscience (Moral Responsibility) and Human Government. Israel, in addi-
tion, received the light and added responsibility of, first the Abrahamic, and then the Mosaic and Palestinian Covenants.

(3) The moral history of the Gentile world beginning with Babel, as it descended into the sin of idolatry and its re-
sulting perversion of morals, is described by the Holy Spirit in Rom. 1:18–32, along with its moral accountability
(Rom. 2:1–16). Conscience never acquits: it either accuses or excuses.

(4) Where the law later became known to the Gentiles, it was to them, as to Israel, “the ministry of death,” a “curse”
(Rom. 3:19–20; 7:9–10; 2 Cor. 3:7; Gal. 3:10). And

(5) a wholly new responsibility arises when either Jew or Gentile knows the gospel (John 3:18–19,36; 15:22–24;
16:9; 1 John 5:9–12).



Fourth Dispensation: Promise
(Gen. 12:1—Ex. 18:27).

Fourth or Abrahamic Covenant.
(See Gen. 12:2, note; cp. 13:14–18;

15:1–21; 17:4–8; 22:15–24;
26:1–5; 28:10–15)

12NOW the LORD had said to
Abram:

“Get aout of your country,
From your family
And from your father’s house,
To a land that I will show you.

2 b I will make you a great cnation;
I will bless you
And make your name great;
And you shall be a blessing.

3 I will bless those who bless you,
And I will curse him who

curses you;
And in dyou all the families of

the earth shall be eblessed.”

Abram in the land: worship,
communion, and promise

4So Abram departed as the LORD
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note)
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had spoken to him, and Lot went
with him. And Abram was seventy-
five years old when he departed
from Haran.

5Then Abram took Sarai his wife
and Lot his brother’s son, and all
their possessions that they had gath-
ered, and the people whom they
had acquired in Haran, and they
fdeparted to go to the land of Ca-
naan. So they came to the land of
Canaan.

6Abram passed through the land
to the place of gShechem, as far as
the terebinth tree of Moreh.* And
the Canaanites were then in the
land.

7Then the LORD appeared to
Abram and said, “To your descen-
dants I will give this land.” And
there he built an haltar to the LORD,
who had iappeared to him.

8And he moved from there to the
mountain east of Bethel, and he
pitched his tent with Bethel on the
*12:6 Hebrew Alon Moreh

12:1 said to Abram. The events of this sentence are re-
ferred to in chapter 11:27–32.

12:7 the LORD appreared. Theophanies are preincar-
nate appearances of God the Son either in angelic or hu-

man form, by manifested glory (Ezek. 1), or in a manner
not described (Gen. 17:1). See marginal note i also. give
this land. The verb “give” appears over 1000 times in the
Bible, with greatest frequency in relation to God’s giving

12:1 THE FOURTH DISPENSATION: PROMISE

This dispensation extended from the call of Abram to the giving of the law at Sinai (Ex. 19:3ff.). Its stewardship was
based upon God’s covenant with Abram, first cited here, Gen. 12:1–3, and confirmed and enlarged in Gen. 13:14–17;
15:1–7; 17:1–8,15–19; 22:16–18; 26:2–5,24; 28:13–15; 31:13; 35:9–12.

Observe (1) the specific provisions affecting Abram himself (Gen. 15:15) and his son and grandson, Isaac and Jacob
(Gen. 26:1–5; 28:10–16), under which individual blessing depended on individual obedience (Gen. 12:1; compare
22:18; 26:5).

(2) God made an unconditional promise of blessings through Abram’s seed (a) to the nation Israel to inherit a spe-
cific territory forever (Gen. 12:2; 15:18–21; 17:7–8); (b) to the Church as in Christ (Gal. 3:16,28–29); and (c) to the
Gentile nations (Gen. 12:3).

(3) There was a promise of blessing on those individuals and nations who bless Abram’s descendants, and a curse
laid on those who persecute the Jews (Gen. 12:3; Matt. 25:31–46). Consequently this dispensation had varied em-
phases. To the Gentiles of that period, there was little direct application other than the test implied by Gen. 12:3 and
illustrated by God’s blessing or judgment upon individuals (Pharaoh, Gen. 12:17; Abimelech, Gen. 20:3,17, etc.), or
nations (e.g. Egypt, Gen. 47—50; Ex. 1—15) who treated Abram or his descendants well or ill.

In the continuance through the centuries of this stewardship of truth, believers of the Church age are called upon to
trust God as Abram did (Rom. 4:11,16,23–25; Gal. 3:6–9), and thus enter into the blessings of the covenant which in-
augurated the dispensation of Promise.

God’s promises to Abram and his seed certainly did not terminate at Sinai with the giving of the law (Gal. 3:17).
Both OT and NT are full of post-Sinaitic promises concerning Israel and the land which is to be Israel’s everlasting
possession (e.g. Ex. 32:13; 33:1–3; Lev. 23:10; 25:2; 26:6; Deut. 6:1–23; 8:1–18; Josh. 1:2,11; 24:13; Acts 7:17; Rom.
9:4). But as a specific test of Israel’s stewardship of divine truth, the dispensation of Promise was superseded, though
not annulled, by the law that was given at Sinai (Ex. 19:3ff.).

Other dispensational notes: Innocence (Gen. 1:28); Conscience or Moral Responsibility (Gen. 3:7); Human Gov-
ernment (Gen. 8:15); Law (Ex. 19:1); Church (Acts 2:1); Kingdom (Rev. 20:4); see also Gen. 1:28 and 11:10, notes.



know that you are a woman of beau-
tiful countenance.

12“Therefore it will happen,
when the Egyptians see you, that
they will say, ‘This is his wife’; and
they will kill me, but they will let
you live.

13b“Please say you are my sister,
that it may be well with me for your
sake, and that I* may live because of
you.”

14So it was, when Abram came
into Egypt, that the Egyptians saw

west and Ai on the east; there he
built an altar to the LORD and called
on the name of the LORD.

9So Abram journeyed, going on
still toward athe South.

Under trial Abram fails, forsaking
the place of blessing

10Now there was a famine in the
land, and Abram went down to
Egypt to dwell there, for the famine
was severe in the land.

11And it came to pass, when he
was close to entering Egypt, that he
said to Sarai his wife, “Indeed I

12:13

b Cp. Gen. 20:1-
18; 26:6-11

12:9

a Gen. 13:1,3
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*12:13 Literally my soul

the land of Palestine to His people Israel, a truth here an-
nounced for the first time but repeated in nearly 150 pas-
sages in the OT from the days of the patriarchs to the return
from the exile (Neh. 9:35,36) and even incorporated in the
Decalogue (Ex. 20:12).

12:8 Bethel. One of the sacred places of Canaan,
means house of God (Gen. 28:1–22; see 35:7, note). It was
at this place that Jeroboam chose to practice his idolatry
(1 Kin. 12:28—13:6), whereupon God’s judgment decreed
the destruction of Bethel despite its sacred memories
(1 Kin. 13:1–5; 2 Kin. 23:15–17; Amos 3:14–15). Although
God must act ultimately in judgment against that which is
contrary to His character, whatever its former associations,

such action is accompanied by the sorrow of His divine
compassion (Ex. 34:6–7).

12:9 the South. This translates the Hebrew word Ne-
gev, which is based on a word meaning “to be dry.” It is a
geographical term which refers to a specific section of
Palestine (e.g. Gen. 13:1) located between Debir and the
Arabian Desert. It is an arid region most of the year. Since
this area was south of the larger part of Israel, the word also
came to be used to denote that direction (compare Gen.
13:14; Dan. 8:4,9; 11:5, etc.).

12:13 you are my sister. Abram’s proposal was partial
truth, for Sarai was his half sister (Gen. 20:12), but what
was told was with intent of deception. Compare Gen. 26:7.

12:2 THE ABRAHAMIC COVENANT

The Abrahamic Covenant as formed (Gen. 12:1–4) and confirmed (Gen. 13:14–17; 15:1–7,18–21; 17:1–8) is in three
aspects:

(1) The promise of a great nation: “I will make you a great nation” (Gen. 12:2). This had primary reference to Isra-
el, the descendants of Jacob, to whom the everlasting possession of the land is promised (Gen. 17:8), to whom the
everlasting covenant is given (Gen. 17:7), and to whom God said, “I will be their God” (Gen. 17:8). Abraham was also
promised that he would father other nations (compare Gen. 17:6,20), principally fulfilled through Ishmael and Esau.

(2) Four personal promises are given to Abraham: (a) To be the father of numerous descendants (Gen. 17:16).
(b) To receive personal blessing, “I will bless you,” fulfilled in two ways: temporally (Gen. 13:14–15,17; 15:18;
24:34–35); and spiritually (Gen. 15:6; John 8:56). (c) To receive personal honor, “and make your name great” (Gen.
12:2), fulfilled in recognition by all who honor the Bible. And (d) to be the channel of blessing, “And you shall be a
blessing” (Gen. 12:2), fulfilled: in blessings to others through his seed, Israel, who became the instruments of divine
revelation; through Abraham as an example of pious faith (Rom. 4:1–22); and preeminently through Christ, Abraham’s
Seed (Gal. 3:16).

(3) Promises to the Gentiles. (a) “I will bless those who bless you” (Gen. 12:3). Those who honor Abraham will be
blessed. (b) “And I will curse him who curses you” (Gen. 12:3). This was a warning literally fulfilled in the history of
Israel’s persecutions. It has invariably fared ill with the people who have persecuted the Jew—well with those who
have protected him. For a nation to commit the sin of anti-Semitism brings inevitable judgment. The future will still
more remarkably prove this principle (Deut. 30:7; Is. 14:1–2; Joel 3:1–8; Mic. 5:7–9; Hag. 2:22; Zech. 14:1–3; Matt.
25:40,45). (c) “And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (Gen. 12:3). This is the great evangelic prom-
ise fulfilled in Abraham’s Seed, Christ, and in all the spiritual seed of Abraham who, like Abraham, are justified by
faith (Rom. 4:3; Gal. 3:6–9,16,29; compare John 8:56–58). It gives added revelation and confirmation of the promise
of the Adamic Covenant concerning the Seed of the woman (Gen. 3:15).

The Abrahamic Covenant reveals the sovereign purpose of God to fulfill through Abraham His program for Israel,
and to provide in Christ the Savior for all who believe. The ultimate fulfillment is made to rest upon the divine prom-
ise and the power of God rather than upon human faithfulness.

For notes on the other major covenants, see: Edenic (Gen. 2:16); Adamic (Gen. 3:15); Noahic (Gen. 9:16); Mosaic
(Ex. 19:5); Palestinian (Deut. 30:3); Davidic (2 Sam. 7:16); New (Heb. 8:8).



the woman, that she was very beau-
tiful.

15The princes of Pharaoh also saw
her and commended her to Phar-
aoh. And the woman was taken to
Pharaoh’s house.

16He atreated Abram well for her
sake. He bhad sheep, oxen, male
donkeys, male and female servants,
female donkeys, and camels.

17But the LORD cplagued Pharaoh
and his house with great plagues be-
cause of Sarai, Abram’s wife.

18And Pharaoh called Abram and
said, “What is this you have done to
me? Why did you not tell me that
she was your wife?

19“Why did you say, ‘She is my
sister’? I might have taken her as my
wife. Now therefore, here is your
wife; take her and go your way.”
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c Miracles (OT): v.
17; Gen. 15:17.
(Gen. 5:24; Jon.
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20So Pharaoh commanded his

men concerning him; and they sent
him away, with his wife and all that
he had.

Abram’s return

13THEN Abram went up from
Egypt, he and his wife and all

that he had, and dLot with him, to
the eSouth.*

2Abram was very frich in live-
stock, in silver, and in gold.

3And he went on his journey from
the gSouth as far as Bethel, to the
place where his tent had been at the
beginning, between Bethel and Ai,

4to the place of the altar which he
had made there at first. And there
Abram hcalled on the name of the
LORD.
*13:1 Hebrew Negev

Abram: a high father. Name later changed to Abra-
ham. A righteous man called by God to leave his fam-
ily and country and move to Canaan. Abram’s obedi-
ence to God was rewarded by his becoming the father
of many nations.

Lot: veil. The nephew of Abraham who lived near the
city of Sodom that was destroyed. He and his daugh-
ters were saved, but his wife, in looking back at the
burning city, was turned into a pillar of salt. Father of
the Moabites and Ammonites.
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your eyes now and look from the
place where you are—northward,
southward, eastward, and westward;

15“for all the land which you see I
give to you and your cdescendants*

forever.
16“And I will make your descen-

dants das the dust of the earth; so
that if a man could number the dust
of the earth, then your descendants
also could be numbered.

17“Arise, walk in the land
through its length and its width, for
I give it to you.”

18eThen Abram moved his tent,
and went and dwelt by the tere-
binth trees of Mamre,* which are in
Hebron, and built an faltar there to
the LORD.

Abram delivers Lot

14AND it came to pass in the
days of Amraphel king of Shi-

nar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedor-
laomer king of Elam, and Tidal king
of nations,*

2that they made war with Bera
king of Sodom, Birsha king of Go-
morrah, Shinab king of Admah,
Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the
king of Bela (that is, Zoar).

3All these joined together in the
Valley of Siddim (that is, the Salt
Sea).

4Twelve years they served Ched-
orlaomer, and in the thirteenth year
they rebelled.

5In the fourteenth year Chedor-
laomer and the kings that were with
him came and attacked the Repha-
im in Ashteroth Karnaim, the Zuz-
im in Ham, the Emim in Shaveh
Kiriathaim,

6and the Horites in their moun-
tain of Seir, as far as El Paran, which
is by the wilderness.

7Then they turned back and came
to En Mishpat (that is, Kadesh), and
attacked all the country of the Ama-

Abram’s separation from Lot
5Lot also, who went with Abram,

had flocks and herds and tents.
6Now the land was not able to

support them, that they might dwell
together, for their possessions were
so great that they could not dwell
together.

7And there was strife between
the herdsmen of Abram’s livestock
and the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock.
The Canaanites and the Perizzites
then dwelt in the land.

8So Abram said to Lot, “Please let
there be no strife between you and
me, and between my herdsmen and
your herdsmen; for we are brethren.

9“Is not the whole land before
you? Please aseparate from me. If
you take the left, then I will go to
the right; or, if you go to the right,
then I will go to the left.”

Lot’s first step in backsliding
(see Gen. 13:12; 19:1,33)

10And Lot lifted his eyes and saw
all the plain of Jordan, that it was
well watered everywhere (before
the LORD destroyed Sodom and Go-
morrah) like the garden of the LORD,
like the land of Egypt as you go to-
ward Zoar.

11Then Lot chose for himself all
the plain of Jordan, and Lot jour-
neyed east. And they separated from
each other.

Lot’s second step in backsliding
(see Gen. 13:10; 19:1,33)

12Abram dwelt in the land of Ca-
naan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of
the plain and pitched his tent even
as far as Sodom.

13But the bmen of Sodom were
exceedingly wicked and sinful
against the LORD.

Under Abrahamic Covenant
the land is given;

natural posterity promised (v. 16)
14And the LORD said to Abram, af-

ter Lot had separated from him: “Lift

13:15

c Israel (cov-
enant): vv. 15-
17; Gen. 15:5.
(Gen. 12:2;
Rom. 11:26,
note)

13:16

d Gen. 15:5;
28:14

13:18

e Faith: vv. 14-18;
Gen. 14:22.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

f Sacrifice (typi-
cal): v. 18; Gen.
22:8. (Gen.
3:15; Heb.
10:18, note)

13:9

a Separation: vv.
7-11,14-17; Ex.
6:6. (Gen. 12:1;
2 Cor. 6:17,
note)

13:13

b Gen. 18:20-21
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*13:15 Literally seed, and so throughout the book
*13:18 Hebrew Alon Mamre *14:1 Hebrew
goyim

13:10 well watered everywhere. At least as early as the
time of Joshua, most of the Jordan valley was desolate, ut-
terly unlike the description in this verse. Yet the destructive
critics have thought that this story originated in the time of
the later Israelite kingdom. Archaeological research has

now proved that the Jordan valley was filled with populous
cities for many centuries, but that most of these had disap-
peared by the time of Joshua. The spade of the archaeolo-
gist has served again and again to confirm the Scriptures,
not to deny them.



lekites, and also the Amorites who
dwelt in Hazezon Tamar.

8And the king of Sodom, the king
of Gomorrah, the king of Admah,
the king of Zeboiim, and the king of
Bela (that is, Zoar) went out and
joined together in battle in the Val-
ley of Siddim

9against Chedorlaomer king of
Elam, Tidal king of nations,* Amra-
phel king of Shinar, and Arioch king
of Ellasar—four kings against five.

10Now the Valley of Siddim was
full of asphalt pits; and the kings of
Sodom and Gomorrah fled; some
fell there, and the remainder fled to
the mountains.

11Then they took all the goods of
Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their
provisions, and went their way.

12They also took Lot, Abram’s
brother’s son who dwelt in Sodom,
and his goods, and departed.

13Then one who had escaped
came and told Abram the aHebrew,
for he dwelt by the terebinth trees
of Mamre* the Amorite, brother of
Eshcol and brother of Aner; and
they were allies with Abram.

14Now when Abram heard that
his brother was taken captive, he
armed his three hundred and eigh-

14:18

b Deity (names
of): v. 18; Gen.
15:2. (Gen. 1:1;
Mal. 3:18, note)

14:20

c Heb. 7:4

d Gen. 28:22;
Lev. 27:30

14:13

a Gen. 39:14
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teen trained servants who were
born in his own house, and went in
pursuit as far as Dan.

15He divided his forces against
them by night, and he and his ser-
vants attacked them and pursued
them as far as Hobah, which is
north of Damascus.

16So he brought back all the
goods, and also brought back his
brother Lot and his goods, as well as
the women and the people.

God reveals Himself as El Elyon (v. 18)
17And the king of Sodom went out

to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh
(that is, the King’s Valley), after his re-
turn from the defeat of Chedorlaomer
and the kings who were with him.

18Then Melchizedek king of Sa-
lem brought out bread and wine; he
was the priest of bGod Most High.

19And he blessed him and said:

“Blessed be Abram of God Most
High,

Possessor of heaven and earth;
20 And blessed be God Most High,

Who has delivered your
enemies into your hand.”

And he cgave him a dtithe of all.
*14:9 Hebrew goyim *14:13 Hebrew Alon Mamre

14:9 four kings against five. It was formerly doubted
that kings from distant Mesopotamia could conduct a pow-
erful expedition so far from their own land at this early
time, but there is now much evidence of similar expedi-
tions. One reason that some have questioned the historici-
ty of this chapter is the description of the kings as following
a route near the extreme eastern edge of Palestine (v. 5).
Archaeologists, however, have discovered the towns men-
tioned in v. 5 and have found that they were heavily forti-
fied at the time of Abram. Regarding Sodom and Gomor-
rah, see Gen. 19:28, note.

14:13 Hebrew. This is the first time that the word “He-
brew” is used in the Bible. It may be derived from “Eber,”
Abram’s ancestor (Gen. 10:25).

14:14 trained servants. The Hebrew word used here
occurs nowhere else in the Hebrew Bible; it is employed in
early Egyptian documents to indicate the hired soldiers of
Palestinian chiefs at this period. went in pursuit. Abram,
the separated man, had power to help. Compare Gen.
19:29; 2 Tim. 2:20–21.

14:18 Melchizedek king of Salem. Melchizedek is a
type of Christ the King-Priest. The type strictly applies to
the priestly work of Christ in resurrection, since Mel-
chizedek presents only the memorials of sacrifice, bread
and wine. “According to the order of Melchizedek” (Ps.
110:4; Heb. 5:5–6; 6:20) refers to the royal authority and

unending duration of Christ’s high priesthood (Heb.
7:23–24). The Aaronic priesthood was often interrupted
by death. Christ is a priest according to the order of
Melchizedek, as King of righteousness, King of peace (Is.
11:4–9; Heb. 7:2), and in the endlessness of His priest-
hood; but the Aaronic priesthood typifies His priestly
work. Salem. Salem means peace. Compare Heb. 7:2.
This is the first mention of Salem (Jerusalem) in the Bible.
Its existence as early as this is evidenced by the Tell el
Amarna Tablets, discovered at Tell el Amarna in Egypt.
These tablets are letters between the kings of Egypt in the
15th century B.C. and various rulers in Palestine and else-
where. They throw much light on conditions in Palestine
at that early time and corroborate the general picture of
Canaan given in Genesis.

Archaeology has demonstrated the existence, as early as
the time of Abram, of numerous Palestinian cities men-
tioned in Genesis. Many cities referred to in later books of
the Bible, but not in Genesis, were not founded until a
much later period, as excavation proves. priest First men-
tion of priest. God Most High. See note on p. 28.

Melchizedek: king of righteousness. The priest-king
of Salem (Jerusalem) who blessed Abraham. The
writer of the book of Hebrews stated that Melchizedek
was a type of Christ.



men have eaten, and the portion of
the men who went with me: Aner,
Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take
their portion.”

Abrahamic Covenant confirmed:
a spiritual seed promised (v. 5)

15AFTER these things the word
of the LORD came to Abram

in a vision, saying, “Do not be
afraid, Abram. I am your shield,
your exceedingly great reward.”

2bBut Abram said, c“Lord GOD,
what will You give me, seeing I go
childless, and the heir of my house
is Eliezer of Damascus?”

3Then Abram said, “Look, You
have given me no offspring; indeed
one born in my house is my heir!”

21Now the king of Sodom said to
Abram, “Give me the persons, and
take the goods for yourself.”

22But Abram asaid to the king of
Sodom, “I have raised my hand to
the LORD, God Most High, the Pos-
sessor of heaven and earth,

23“that I will take nothing, from a
thread to a sandal strap, and that I
will not take anything that is yours,
lest you should say, ‘I have made
Abram rich’—

24“except only what the young

15:2

b Bible prayers
(OT): vv. 2-3;
Gen. 17:18.
(Gen. 15:2;
Hab. 3:1, note)

c Deity (names
of): v. 2; Gen.
17:1. (Gen. 1:1;
Mal. 3:18, note)

14:22

a Faith: vv. 22-24;
Gen. 15:6.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)
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14:18 MOST HIGH,
GOD MOST HIGH

Hebrew El Elyon. “Elyon” means simply highest; El
Elyon is “God the highest.”

(1) The first revelation of this name (v. 18) indicates
its distinctive meanings. Abram, returning from his vic-
tory over the confederated kings (Gen. 14:1–17), is met
by Melchizedek, king of Salem . . . the “priest of God
Most High” (El Elyon), who blesses Abram in the name
of El Elyon, “Possessor of heaven and earth.” This reve-
lation produced a remarkable impression upon the pa-
triarch. Not only did he at once give Melchizedek “a
tithe of” the spoil of the battle, but when the king of
Sodom offered some of that spoil to Abram, his answer
was: “I have raised my hand to the LORD [Jehovah],
God Most High [El Elyon], the Possessor of heaven and
earth, that I will take nothing, from a thread to a sandal
strap,” etc. (Gen. 14:22–23).

(a) The LORD (Jehovah) is known to a Gentile king
(Melchizedek) by the name “God Most High” (El El-
yon); (b) a Gentile is the priest of El Elyon and (c) His
distinctive character as Most High God is “Possessor of
heaven and earth.”

Appropriately to this Gentile knowledge of God by
His name “Most High,” it is written that “the Most High
divided their inheritance to the nations [that is, Gen-
tiles], When He separated the sons of Adam,” etc.
(Deut. 32:8). As “Possessor of heaven and earth,” it was
the prerogative of the Most High to distribute the earth
among the nations according to whatever principle He
chose. That principle is declared in Deut. 32:8. The
same thing is taught by the use of the name in Daniel,
the book of Gentile prophecy (Dan. 3:26; 4:17,24,25,
32,34; 5:18,21).

(2) As “Possessor of heaven and earth,” the Most High
God has and exercises authority in both spheres: (a) the
heavenly authority of El Elyon (e.g. Dan. 4:35,37; Is.
14:13–14; Matt. 28:18); (b) the earthly authority of El
Elyon (e.g. Deut. 32:8; 2 Sam. 22:14–15; Ps. 9:2–5;
21:7; 47:2–4; 56:2–3; 82:6,8; 83:16–18; 91:9–12; Dan.
5:18). For other names of Deity, see notes on: Gen. 1:1;
15:2; 17:1; 21:33; Ex. 34:6; 1 Sam. 1:3; Mal. 3:18.

15:2 LORD, LORD GOD

“Lord” (Hebrew Adon, Adonai).
(1) The primary meaning of “Adon,” “Adonai,” is

Master, and it is applied in the OT Scriptures both to
Deity and to man. The latter instances are distinguished
by the omission of the capital. As applied to man, the
word is used of two relationships: master and husband
(Gen. 24:9,10,12: “master,” may illustrate the former;
Gen. 18:12, “lord,” the latter). Both these relationships
exist between Christ and the believer (John 13:13,
Teacher; 2 Cor. 11:2, husband).

(2) Two principles inhere in the relation of master
and servant: (a) the master’s right to implicit obedience
(Luke 6:46; John 13:13–14); (b) the servant’s right to
direction in service (Is. 6:8–11). Clear distinction in the
use of the divine names is illustrated in Ex. 4:10–12.
Moses feels his weakness and incompetence, and “Mo-
ses said to the LORD [Jehovah], O my Lord, [Adonai], I
am not eloquent,” etc. Since service is in question,
Moses appropriately addresses Jehovah as Lord. But
now power is in question, and it is not the Lord (Ado-
nai) but Jehovah (LORD) who answers (referring to cre-
ation power)—”The LORD said to him, Who has made
man’s mouth? . . . Now therefore, go, and I will be
with your mouth.” The same distinction appears in
Josh. 7:8–11.

“Lord GOD” (Hebrew Adonai Jehovah).
When used distinctively this compound name, while

gathering into one the special meanings of each (see
Ex. 34:6, note), will be found to emphasize the Adonai
rather than the Jehovah character of Deity. (The follow-
ing passages may suffice to illustrate this: Gen. 15:2,8;
Deut. 3:24; 9:26; Josh. 7:7; Judg. 6:22; 16:28; 2 Sam.
7:18–20,28–29; 1 Kin. 2:26; Ps. 69:6; 71:5; Is. 7:7). For
other names of Deity, see notes on: Gen. 1:1; 14:18;
17:1; 21:33; Ex. 34:6; 1 Sam. 1:3; Mal. 3:18.



4And behold, the word of the
LORD came to him, saying, “This
one shall not be your heir, but one
who will come from your own body
shall be your heir.”

5Then He brought him outside
and said, “Look now toward heaven,
and count the stars if you are able to
number them.” And He said to him,
a“So shall your bdescendants be.”

6And he cbelieved in the LORD,
and He daccounted it to him for
erighteousness.

Israel’s captivity predicted by God
7Then He said to him, “I am the

LORD, who brought you out of Ur of
the Chaldeans, to give you this land
to inherit it.”

8And he said, “Lord GOD, how
shall I know that I will inherit it?”

9So He said to him, “Bring Me a
three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old
female goat, a three-year-old ram, a
turtledove, and a young pigeon.”

10Then he brought all these to
Him and cut them in two, down the
middle, and placed each piece oppo-
site the other; but he did not cut the
birds in two.

11And when the vultures came
down on the carcasses, Abram
drove them away.

12Now when the sun was going
down, a deep sleep fell upon
Abram; and behold, horror and
great darkness fell upon him.

13Then He said to Abram: “Know
certainly that your descendants will
be strangers in a land that is not
theirs, and will serve them, and
they will afflict them four hundred
years.

15:16

f See Lev. 18:24,
note

15:17

g Miracles (OT): v.
17; Gen. 19:11.
(Gen. 5:24; Jon.
1:17, note)

15:20

h See 2 Kin. 7:6,
note
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i Cp. Gen. 30:3

j Gen. 3:17
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a Rom. 4:18; cp.
Heb. 11:12

b Israel (cov-
enant): vv. 1-5,
18-21; Gen.
17:19. (Gen.
12:2; Rom.
11:26, note)

15:6

c Faith: v. 6; Gen.
21:1. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

d Imputation: v. 6;
Ps. 32:2. (Gen.
15:6; James
2:23, note)

e Righteousness
(OT): v. 6; Prov.
21:15. (Gen.
6:9; Luke 2:25,
note)
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14“And also the nation whom they

serve I will judge; afterward they
shall come out with great posses-
sions.

15“Now as for you, you shall go to
your fathers in peace; you shall be
buried at a good old age.

16“But in the fourth generation
they shall return here, for the finiq-
uity of the Amorites is not yet com-
plete.”

17And it came to pass, when the
sun went down and it was dark,
that behold, there appeared a smok-
ing oven and a burning torch that
gpassed between those pieces.

Boundaries of the land
18On the same day the LORD

made a covenant with Abram, say-
ing:

“To your descendants I have given
this land, from the river of Egypt to
the great river, the River Euphra-
tes—

19“the Kenites, the Kenezzites,
the Kadmonites,

20“the hHittites, the Perizzites,
the Rephaim,

21“the Amorites, the Canaanites,
the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”

Sarai’s scheme fails

16NOW Sarai, Abram’s wife,
had borne him no children.

And she had an Egyptian maidser-
vant whose name was Hagar.

2So Sarai said to Abram, “See
now, the LORD has restrained me
from bearing children. Please, go in
to my maid; perhaps I shall iobtain
children by her.” And Abram jheed-
ed the voice of Sarai.

15:6 accounted it to him for righteousness. This is the
first occurrence of the vital and sole condition of salvation.
Man is without righteousness (Ps. 51:5; Rom. 3:23); if he is
to be just in God’s sight, God must reckon His own righ-
teousness to man’s account through man’s trust in Him.
The quotation of this passage in Rom. 4:3 indicates that the
method of salvation in OT and NT is the same. Galatians
3:3,6 affirms that the Christian life is one of faith, because it
was entered by this way. In James 2:21 the teaching is that
saving faith manifests itself in works as in Abraham’s offer-
ing of Isaac (Gen. 22).

15:17 smoking oven. Hebrew denotes a portable fire-
pot.

15:18 given this land. The gift of the land is modified
by prophecies of three dispossessions and restorations (vv.

13–14,16; Deut. 28:62–65; 30:1–3; Jer. 25:11–12). Two
dispossessions and restorations have been accomplished.
Israel is now in the third dispersion, from which she will be
restored at the return of the Lord as King under the Davidic
Covenant (see 2 Sam. 7:16, note; compare Deut. 30:3; Jer.
23:5–8; Ezek. 37:21–25; Luke 1:30–33; Acts 15:14–17).
river of Egypt. Not the Nile but a small stream south of
Gaza, known as Wadi el Arish.

15:19 These ten nations (vv. 19–21) are sometimes sum-
marized by three, as in Ex. 23:28; or by six, Ex. 3:17; or by
seven, Josh. 24:11; compare Acts 13:19.

Sarai: contentious. The wife of Abraham who con-
ceived and gave birth to Isaac in her old age. Her
name was later changed to Sarah: princess.



His hand shall be against every
man,

And every man’s hand against
him.

And he shall dwell in the
presence of all his
brethren.”

13Then she called the name of the
LORD who spoke to her, You-Are-the-
God-Who-Sees; for she said, “Have I
also here seen Him who sees me?”

14Therefore the well was called
Beer Lahai Roi; observe, it is be-
tween Kadesh and Bered.

15So Hagar bore Abram a son; and
Abram named his son, whom Hagar
bore, Ishmael.

16Abram was eighty-six years old
when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram.

Revelation of God as El Shaddai,
Almighty God

17WHEN Abram was ninety-
nine years old, the LORD dap-

peared to Abram and said to him, “I
am Almighty eGod; walk before Me
and be blameless.

2“And I will make My covenant
between Me and you, and will fmul-
tiply you exceedingly.”

3Then Abram fell on his face, and
God talked with him, saying:

Abram becomes Abraham
4“As for Me, behold, My cov-

enant is with you, and you shall be
a father of many nations.

5“No longer shall your name be
called Abram, but your name shall
be Abraham; for I have made you a
gfather of many nations.

3Then Sarai, Abram’s wife, took
Hagar her maid, the Egyptian, and
gave her to her husband Abram to
be his wife, after Abram had dwelt
ten years in the land of Canaan.

4So he went in to Hagar, and she
conceived. And when she saw that
she had conceived, her mistress be-
came adespised in her eyes.

5Then Sarai said to Abram, “My
wrong be upon you! I gave my maid
into your embrace; and when she
saw that she had conceived, I be-
came despised in her eyes. The
LORD judge between you and me.”

6So Abram said to Sarai, “Indeed
your maid is in your hand; do to her
as you please.” And when Sarai
dealt harshly with her, she fled from
her presence.

7Now the bAngel of the LORD
found her by a spring of water in
the wilderness, by the spring on the
way to Shur.

8And He said, “Hagar, Sarai’s
maid, where have you come from,
and where are you going?” She said,
“I am fleeing from the presence of
my mistress Sarai.”

9The Angel of the LORD said to
her, “Return to your mistress, and
submit yourself under her hand.”

10Then the Angel of the LORD said
to her, “I will cmultiply your de-
scendants exceedingly, so that they
shall not be counted for multitude.”

11And the Angel of the LORD said
to her:

“Behold, you are with child,
And you shall bear a son.
You shall call his name Ishmael,
Because the LORD has heard

your affliction.
12 He shall be a wild man;
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c Gen. 17:20
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16:3 Hagar is a type of the law which, as Paul says,
“gives birth to bondage.” Compare Gal. 4:24–25.

Hagar: flight. The maidservant of Sarai who had a son
Ishmael by Abraham. She and her son were later sent
away from Abraham’s family.

16:11 Ishmael, the child of Sarai’s and Abram’s lapse
into unbelief, was the progenitor of the Arabs, the tradi-
tional enemies of the Jewish people. Moreover
Muhammed, the founder of Islam, whose adherents form
Christianity’s most difficult missionary problem, came from
the line of Ishmael. Islam is the world religion which is,

perhaps, closest to Christianity; thus it is the hardest to pen-
etrate with the Gospel of Christ.

Ishmael: whom God hears. The son of Abraham by
Sarai’s maidservant, Hagar. He was the father of many
nations.

16:14 Beer Lahai Roi. Literally the well of Him who
lives and sees me. Gen. 24:62; 25:11.

17:1 blameless. Literally upright or sincere.
17:5 Abram. Literally exalted father. Abraham. Literal-

ly father of a multitude.
17:10 circumcised. The rite of circumcision first ap-



Abrahamic Covenant confirmed again
and made everlasting

6“I will make you exceedingly
fruitful; and I will make anations of
you, and bkings shall come from you.

7“And I will establish My cov-
enant between Me and you and
your descendants after you in their
generations, for an everlasting cov-
enant, to be God to you and your
descendants after you.

8“Also I cgive to you and your de-
scendants after you the land in
which you are a stranger, all the
land of Canaan, as an everlasting
possession; and I will be their God.”

Circumcision instituted as sign
of Abrahamic Covenant

9And God said to Abraham: “As
for you, you shall keep My covenant,
you and your descendants after you
throughout their generations.

10“This is My covenant which
you shall keep, between Me and
you and your descendants after you:
Every male child among you shall
be circumcised;

11“and you shall be circumcised
in the flesh of your foreskins, and it
shall be a dsign of the covenant be-
tween Me and you.

12“He who is eight days old
among you shall be ecircumcised,
every male child in your genera-
tions, he who is born in your house
or bought with money from any for-
eigner who is not your descendant.

13“He who is born in your house

17:16

f Gen. 36:31;
1 Sam. 8:22

17:17

g v. 3

h Gen. 18:12

17:6

a Gen. 35:11

b Gen. 36:31;
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d Rom. 4:9-12
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e Luke 2:21; Rom.
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Gal. 5:2-3; cp.
Col. 2:11
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and he who is bought with your
money must be circumcised, and
My covenant shall be in your flesh
for an everlasting covenant.

14“And the uncircumcised male
child, who is not circumcised in the
flesh of his foreskin, that person
shall be cut off from his people; he
has broken My covenant.”

Promise concerning Isaac, in whom
the line of Christ runs

15Then God said to Abraham, “As
for Sarai your wife, you shall not call
her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be
her name.

16“And I will bless her and also
give you a son by her; then I will
bless her, and she shall be a mother
of nations; fkings of peoples shall be
from her.”

17Then Abraham gfell on his face
and hlaughed, and said in his heart,
“Shall a child be born to a man who

pears in the Biblical record after the announcement of the
Abrahamic Covenant (Gen. 12:1). The sign of the covenant
between the LORD and Noah was the rainbow (Gen. 9:13;
compare 8:20–22), in regard to which man himself had no
responsibility. But this token of God’s covenant with Abra-
ham, circumcision, becomes effective only by the volun-
tary obedience of man, especially of parent toward child,
and thus indicates (1) man’s responsibility; (2) his faith in
God’s Word (Rom. 4:11–12); and (3) his assent to the con-
dition of divine mercy. The circumcised man was to identi-
fy himself as a member of Israel.

Circumcision was practiced in Egypt at a very early time,
but not among the Babylonians or the Hurrians (Horites)
who made up a large part of the population of Palestine in
Abraham’s day. Genesis 17 does not describe its origin but
tells how God prescribed it for Abraham and his descen-
dants, and gave it a spiritual meaning.

17:15 Sarah. Literally princess.

17:1 ALMIGHTY GOD

Hebrew El Shaddai.
Shaddai is the name of God characteristically used

by the patriarchs prior to the giving of the law at Sinai.
Its most frequent occurrence is in the Book of Job,
where Shaddai occurs thirty-one times. The name Jeho-
vah largely replaces it from Ex. 6 onward, where atten-
tion is centered more particularly on Israel as God’s
covenant people.

(1) El Shaddai is the name of God which sets Him
forth primarily as the strengthener and satisfier of His
people. It is to be regretted that Shaddai was translated
“Almighty.” The primary name, El or Elohim, sufficiently
signifies almightiness. “All-sufficient” would far better
express the characteristic use of the name in Scripture.

(2) Almighty God (El Shaddai) not only enriches but
makes fruitful. This is nowhere better illustrated than in
the first occurrence of the name (Gen. 17:1–8). To a
man ninety-nine years of age, and “as good as dead”
(Heb. 11:12), He said: “I am Almighty God . . . I will
make My covenant between Me and you, and will mul-
tiply you exceedingly.” The same thing is taught by the
use of the name in Gen. 28:3–4.

(3) As bestower of fruitfulness, Almighty God (El Shad-
dai) chastens His people. For the moral connection of
chastening with fruit-bearing, see John 15:2; compare
Ruth 1:20; Heb. 12:10. Hence, Almighty is the charac-
teristic name of God in Job. The hand of Shaddai falls
upon Job, the best man of his time, not in judgment but
in purifying unto greater fruitfulness (Job 5:17–25). For
other names of Deity, see notes on: Gen. 1:1; 14:18;
15:2; 21:33; Ex. 34:6; 1 Sam. 1:3; Mal. 3:18.



2So he lifted his eyes and looked,
and behold, three men were stand-
ing by him; and when he saw them,
he ran from the tent door to meet
them, and bowed himself to the
ground,

3and said, “My Lord, if I have
now found favor in Your sight, do
not pass on by Your servant.

4“Please let a little water be
brought, and wash your feet, and
rest yourselves under the tree.

5“And I will bring a morsel of
bread, that you may refresh your
hearts. After that you may pass by,
inasmuch as you have come to your
servant.” They said, “Do as you
have said.”

6So Abraham hurried into the
tent to Sarah and said, “Quickly,
make ready three measures of fine
meal; knead it and make cakes.”

7And Abraham ran to the herd,
took a tender and good calf, gave it
to a young man, and he hastened to
prepare it.

8So he took butter and milk and
the calf which he had prepared, and
set it before them; and he stood by
them under the tree as they ate.

9Then they said to him, “Where
is Sarah your wife?” So he said,
“Here, in the tent.”

10And He said, “I will certainly
return to you according to the time
of life, and behold, iSarah your wife
shall have a son.” (Sarah was listen-
ing in the tent door which was be-
hind him.)

11Now Abraham and Sarah were
jold, well advanced in age; and Sar-
ah had passed the age of childbear-
ing.*

12Therefore Sarah klaughed with-
in herself, saying, “After I have
grown old, shall I have pleasure, my
lord being old also?”

13And the LORD said to Abraham,
“Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall
I surely bear a child, since I am
old?’

14“Is lanything too hard for the
LORD? At the appointed time I will

is one hundred years old? And shall
Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear
a child? ”

18And Abraham asaid to God,
“Oh, that Ishmael might live before
You!”

19Then God said: “No, Sarah your
wife shall bear you a son, and you
shall call his name Isaac; I will es-
tablish My bcovenant with him for
an everlasting covenant, and with
his cdescendants after him.

Ishmael to be a nation
20“And as for Ishmael, I have

heard you. Behold, I have blessed
him, and will make him fruitful, and
will multiply him exceedingly. He
shall beget dtwelve princes, and I
will make him a great enation.

21“But My fcovenant I will estab-
lish with Isaac, whom Sarah shall
bear to you at this set gtime next
year.”

22Then He finished talking with
him, and God went up from Abra-
ham.

23So Abraham took Ishmael his
son, all who were born in his house
and all who were bought with his
money, every male among the men
of Abraham’s house, and circum-
cised the flesh of their foreskins that
very same day, as God had said to
him.

24Abraham was ninety-nine years
old when he was circumcised in the
flesh of his foreskin.

25And Ishmael his son was thir-
teen years old when he was circum-
cised in the flesh of his foreskin.

26That very same day Abraham
was circumcised, and his son Ish-
mael;

27and all the men of his house,
born in the house or bought with
money from a foreigner, were cir-
cumcised with him.

Abraham, “the Friend of God”
(cp. John 3:29; 15:13–15)

18THEN the LORD happeared to
him by the terebinth trees of

Mamre,* as he was sitting in the
tent door in the heat of the day.
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32 GENESIS 17:18—18:14

*18:1 Hebrew Alon Mamre *18:11 Literally the
manner of women had ceased to be with Sarah

17:19 Isaac. Literally he laughs.
18:1 appeared. The three men in v. 2 apparently are

the Second Person of the Godhead and two angels (see
Heb. 1:4, note). The two angels appear again in Gen. 19:1.



return to you, according to the time
of life, and Sarah shall have a son.”

15But Sarah denied it, saying, “I
did not laugh,” for she was afraid.
And He said, “No, but you did
laugh!”

16Then the men rose from there
and looked toward Sodom, and
Abraham went with them to send
them on the way.

17And the LORD said, “Shall I hide
from Abraham what I am doing,

18“since Abraham shall surely be-
come a great and mighty nation,
and all the nations of the earth shall
be ablessed in him?

19“For I have known him, in or-
der that he may command his chil-
dren and his household after him,
that they keep the way of the LORD,
to do righteousness and justice, that
the LORD may bring to Abraham
what He has spoken to him.”

20And the LORD said, “Because
the boutcry against Sodom and Go-
morrah is great, and because their
csin is very grave,

21“I will go down now and see
whether they have done altogether
according to the outcry against it
that has come to Me; and if not, I
will know.”

22Then the men turned away
from there and went toward Sodom,
but Abraham still stood before the
LORD.

Abraham, the intercessor
23And Abraham came near and

said, d“Would You also edestroy the
frighteous with the wicked?

24“Suppose there were fifty righ-
teous within the city; would You also
destroy the place and not spare it for
the fifty righteous that were in it?

25“Far be it from You to do such a
thing as this, to slay the righteous
with the wicked, so that the righ-
teous should be as the wicked; far
be it from You! Shall not the Judge
of all the earth gdo right?”

26So the LORD said, h“If I find in
Sodom fifty righteous within the
city, then I will spare all the place
for their sakes.”
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27Then Abraham answered and

said, “Indeed now, I who am but
dust and ashes have taken it upon
myself to speak to the Lord:

28“Suppose there were five less
than the fifty righteous; would You
destroy all of the city for lack of
five?” So He said, “If I find there
forty-five, I will not destroy it.”

29And he spoke to Him yet again
and said, “Suppose there should be
forty found there?” So He said, “I
will not do it for the sake of forty.”

30Then he said, “Let not the Lord
be angry, and I will speak: Suppose
thirty should be found there?” So
He said, “I will not do it if I find
thirty there.”

31And he said, “Indeed now, I
have taken it upon myself to speak to
the Lord: Suppose twenty should be
found there?” So He said, “I will not
destroy it for the sake of twenty.”

32Then he said, “Let not the Lord
be angry, and I will speak but once
more: Suppose ten should be found
there?” And He said, “I will not de-
stroy it for the sake of ten.”

33So the LORD went His way as
soon as He had finished speaking
with Abraham; and Abraham re-
turned to his place.

Lot’s third step in backsliding:
a great man in Sodom (v. 1;
cp. Gen. 13:10,12; 19:33)

19NOW the two iangels jcame
to Sodom in the evening,

and Lot was sitting in the gate of
Sodom. When Lot saw them, he
rose to meet them, and he bowed
himself with his face toward the
ground.

2And he said, “Here now, my
lords, please turn in to your ser-
vant’s house and spend the night,
and kwash your feet; then you may
rise early and go on your way.” And
they said, “No, but we will spend
the night in the open square.”

3But he insisted strongly; so they
turned in to him and entered his
house. Then he made them a feast,
and baked lunleavened bread, and
they ate.

18:23 came near. Verses 1–8: communion and inter-
cession go together.

19:1 was sitting in the gate. Lot held a position of au-
thority in Sodom (compare Deut. 21:19–21).



Destruction of Sodom
15When the morning dawned, the

dangels urged Lot to hurry, saying,
“Arise, take your wife and your two
daughters who are here, lest you be
consumed in the punishment of the
city.”

16And while he lingered, the men
took hold of his hand, his wife’s
hand, and the hands of his two
daughters, the LORD being merciful
to him, and they brought him out
and set him outside the city.

17So it came to pass, when they
had brought them outside, that he*

said, “Escape for your life! Do not
elook behind you nor stay anywhere
in the plain. Escape fto the moun-
tains, lest you be destroyed.”

18Then Lot said to them, “Please,
no, my lords!

19“Indeed now, your servant has
found favor in your sight, and you
have increased your mercy which
you have shown me by saving my
life; but I cannot escape to the
mountains, lest some evil overtake
me and I die.

20“See now, this city is near
enough to flee to, and it is a little
one; please let me escape there (is it
not a little one?) and my soul shall
live.”

21And he said to him, “See, I
have favored you concerning this
thing also, in that I will not over-
throw this city for which you have
spoken.

22“Hurry, escape there. For I can-
not do anything until you arrive
there.” Therefore the name of the
city was called Zoar.

23The sun had risen upon the
earth when Lot entered Zoar.

24Then the LORD rained brimstone
and gfire on hSodom and Gomorrah,
from the LORD out of the heavens.

25So He overthrew those cities,
all the plain, all the inhabitants of
the cities, and what grew on the
ground.

26But his iwife looked back behind
him, and she became a pillar of salt.

4Now before they lay down, the
men of the city, the men of Sodom,
both old and young, all the people
from every quarter, surrounded the
house.

5And they called to Lot and said
to him, “Where are the men who
came to you tonight? Bring them
out to us that we may know them
carnally.”

6So Lot went out to them through
the doorway, shut the door behind
him,

7and said, “Please, my brethren,
do not do so wickedly!

8“See now, I have two daughters
who have not known a man; please,
let me bring them out to you, and
you may do to them as you wish;
only do nothing to these men, since
this is the reason they have come
under the shadow of my roof.”

9And they said, “Stand back!”
Then they said, “This one came in
to stay here, and he keeps acting as
a a judge; now we will deal worse
with you than with them.” So they
pressed hard against the man Lot,
and came near to break down the
door.

10But the men reached out their
hands and pulled Lot into the house
with them, and shut the door.

11And they bstruck the men who
were at the doorway of the house
with blindness, both small and
great, so that they became weary
trying to find the door.

12Then the men said to Lot,
“Have you anyone else here? Son-
in-law, your sons, your daughters,
and whomever you have in the
city—take them out of this place!

13“For we will destroy this place,
because the coutcry against them
has grown great before the face of
the LORD, and the LORD has sent us
to destroy it.”

14So Lot went out and spoke to
his sons-in-law, who had married
his daughters, and said, “Get up, get
out of this place; for the LORD will
destroy this city!” But to his sons-
in-law he seemed to be joking.
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*19:17 Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read they.

19:9 Then they said. The world’s contempt for a world-
ly believer.

19:14 Lot went out and spoke. Lot had utterly lost his

testimony. In gaining influence (Gen. 19:1) he had lost
power even in his own family.

19:22 Zoar. That is, Little.



27And Abraham went early in the
morning to the place where he had
astood before the LORD.

28Then he looked toward Sodom
and Gomorrah, and toward all the
land of the plain; and he saw, and
behold, the smoke of the land
which went up like the smoke of a
furnace.

29And it came to pass, bwhen God
destroyed the cities of the plain, that
God remembered Abraham, and
sent Lot out of the midst of the over-
throw, when He overthrew the cit-
ies in which Lot had dwelt.

Lot’s final step in backsliding
(cp. Gen. 13:10,12; 19:1;

cp. Luke 22:31–62)
30Then Lot went up out of Zoar

and dwelt in the mountains, and his
two daughters were with him; for
he was afraid to dwell in Zoar. And
he and his two daughters dwelt in a
cave.

31Now the firstborn said to the
younger, “Our father is old, and
there is no man on the earth to
come in to us as is the custom of all
the earth.

32“Come, let us make our father
drink wine, and we will lie with
him, that we may preserve the lin-
eage of our father.”

33So they made their father drink
wine that night. And the firstborn
went in and lay with her father, and
he did not know when she lay
down or when she arose.

34It happened on the next day
that the firstborn said to the
younger, “Indeed I lay with my fa-
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ther last night; let us make him
drink wine tonight also, and you go
in and lie with him, that we may
preserve the lineage of our father.”

35Then they made their father
drink wine that night also. And the
younger arose and lay with him,
and he did not know when she lay
down or when she arose.

36Thus both the daughters of Lot
were with child by their father.

37The firstborn bore a son and
called his name Moab; he is the fa-
ther of the cMoabites to this day.

38And the younger, she also bore
a son and called his name Ben-
Ammi; he is the father of the people
of dAmmon to this day.

Abraham’s lapse at Gerar
(cp. Gen. 26:6–32)

20AND Abraham journeyed
from there to the eSouth,

and dwelt between fKadesh and
Shur, and stayed in gGerar.

2Now Abraham said of Sarah his
wife, “She is my hsister.” And
Abimelech king of Gerar sent and
took Sarah.

3But God came to Abimelech in a
dream by night, and said to him,
“Indeed you are a dead man be-
cause of the woman whom you
have taken, for she is a man’s wife.”

4But Abimelech had not come
near her; and he said, “Lord, iwill
You slay a righteous nation also?

5“Did he not say to me, ‘She is
my sister’? And she, even she her-
self said, ‘He is my brother.’ In the
integrity of my heart and innocence
of my hands I have done this.”

19:28 The ruins of Sodom and Gomorrah are probably
hidden beneath the waters of the shallow southern end of
the Dead Sea, which has risen greatly in recent years and
now covers a much larger area than formerly. Ruins of a
festival center on a neighboring plateau, where inhabi-
tants of these cities may have gathered, have been dis-
covered. Archaeological examination proves that the cen-
ter was used for centuries but abandoned after Abraham’s
time.

Sodom and Gomorrah: burning. Cities located in the
Valley of Siddim known for their extreme wickedness
and destroyed by God with fire and brimstone. Only
Lot and his family survived the destruction.

19:32 Lot “pitched his tent even as far as Sodom” (Gen.
13:12) for worldly gain; then he became an important man

in Sodom (Gen. 19:1) at the cost of his daughters’ accept-
ing the morals of Sodom.

19:36 Abraham and Lot are contrasted characters. Of
the same stock (Gen. 11:31), subjected to the same envi-
ronment, and both justified men (Gen. 15:6; 2 Pet. 2:7–8),
the contrast in character and career is shown to be the re-
sult of their respective choices at a crisis in their lives. Lot
“chose for himself all the plain of Jordan” for present ad-
vantage; Abraham, waiting “for the city which has founda-
tions” (Heb. 11:10), “went and dwelt by the terebinth trees
of Mamre [fatness], which are in Hebron [communion]”
(Gen. 13:18). The men are representative of the worldly
and the spiritual believer.

Abimelech: of the king. The king of the city of Gerar
in Philistia who formed an alliance with Abraham.



I have given your brother a thou-
sand pieces of silver; indeed this
vindicates you* before all who are
with you and before everybody.”
Thus she was rebuked.

17So Abraham prayed to God; and
God ehealed Abimelech, his wife,
and his female servants. Then they
bore children;

18for the LORD had closed up all the
wombs of the house of Abimelech
fbecause of Sarah, Abraham’s wife.

Birth of Isaac

21AND the LORD visited Sarah
as He had gsaid, and the LORD

did for Sarah as He had hspoken.
2For Sarah iconceived and bore

Abraham a son in his jold age, at the
kset time of which God had spoken
to him.

3And Abraham called the name of
his son who was born to him—
whom Sarah bore to him— lIsaac.

4Then Abraham circumcised his
son Isaac when he was meight days
old, as God had commanded him.

5Now Abraham was none hun-
dred years old when his son Isaac
was born to him.

6And Sarah said, “God has made
me laugh, and all who hear will
laugh with me.”

7She also said, “Who would have
said to Abraham that Sarah would
nurse children? For I have borne
him a son in his old age.”

8So the child grew and was
weaned. And Abraham made a great
feast on the same day that Isaac was
weaned.

Bondwoman and her son cast out
(Gal. 4:21–31)

9And Sarah saw the oson of Hagar
the Egyptian, whom she had borne
to Abraham, scoffing.

6And God said to him in a dream,
“Yes, I know that you did this in the
integrity of your heart. For I also
awithheld you from sinning bagainst
Me; therefore I did not let you
touch her.

7“Now therefore, restore the
man’s wife; for he is a prophet, and
he will pray for you and you shall
live. But if you do not restore her,
know that you shall surely die, you
and all who are yours.”

8So Abimelech rose early in the
morning, called all his servants, and
told all these things in their hearing;
and the men were very much afraid.

9And Abimelech called Abraham
and said to him, “What have you
done to us? How have I offended
you, that you have brought on me
and on my kingdom a great sin? You
have done deeds to me that ought
not to be done.”

10Then Abimelech said to Abra-
ham, “What did you have in view,
that you have done this thing?”

11And Abraham said, “Because I
thought, surely the cfear of God is
not in this place; and they will dkill
me on account of my wife.

12“But indeed she is truly my sis-
ter. She is the daughter of my father,
but not the daughter of my mother;
and she became my wife.

13“And it came to pass, when God
caused me to wander from my fa-
ther’s house, that I said to her, ‘This
is your kindness that you should do
for me: in every place, wherever we
go, say of me, “He is my brother.” ’ ”

14Then Abimelech took sheep,
oxen, and male and female servants,
and gave them to Abraham; and he
restored Sarah his wife to him.

15And Abimelech said, “See, my
land is before you; dwell where it
pleases you.”

16Then to Sarah he said, “Behold,
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*20:16 Literally it is a covering of the eyes for you

21:3 Sarah. A type of grace, the “freewoman,” and of
“the Jerusalem above.” Compare Gen. 17:15–19; Gal.
4:22–31. Isaac. Typical in a fourfold way: (1) of the
Church as composed of the spiritual children of Abraham
(Gal. 4:28); (2) of Christ as the Son “obedient to the point
of death” (Gen. 22:1–10; Phil. 2:5–8); (3) of Christ as the
Bridegroom of a called-out bride (compare Gen. 24; see
Church, Matt. 16:18, note); and (4) of the new nature of the
believer as “born according to the Spirit” (Gal. 4:29).

Isaac: laughter. The son of Abraham and Sarah, born
when they were both very old. His birth was foretold
by an angel of the Lord, fulfilling the promise God
had made to his father. He married Rebekah, was the
father of Jacob and Esau, and inherited the covenant
promise.

21:4 circumcised. By this rite Isaac became, as a child,
identified with the nation Israel. See Gen. 17:10, note.



10Therefore she said to Abraham,
a“Cast out this bondwoman and her
son; for the son of this bondwoman
shall not be heir with my son,
namely with Isaac.”

11And the matter was very dis-
pleasing in Abraham’s sight because
of his son.

12But God said to Abraham, “Do
not let it be displeasing in your sight
because of the lad or because of
your bondwoman. Whatever Sarah
has said to you, listen to her voice;
for b in Isaac your seed shall be
called.

13“Yet I will also make a cnation
of the son of the bondwoman, be-
cause he is your seed.”

14So Abraham rose early in the
morning, and took bread and a skin
of water; and putting it on her
shoulder, he gave it and the boy to
Hagar, and sent her away. Then she
departed and wandered in the
Wilderness of Beersheba.

15And the water in the skin was
used up, and she placed the boy un-
der one of the shrubs.

16Then she went and sat down
across from him at a distance of
about a bowshot; for she said to her-
self, “Let me not see the death of
the boy.” So she sat opposite him,
and lifted her voice and wept.

17And God heard the voice of the
lad. Then the dangel of God called
to Hagar out of heaven, and said to
her, “What ails you, Hagar? Fear
not, for God has heard the voice of
the lad where he is.

18“Arise, lift up the lad and hold
him with your hand, for I will make
him a great nation.”

19Then God eopened her eyes,
and she saw a well of water. And
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she went and filled the skin with
water, and gave the lad a drink.

20So God was with the lad; and
he grew and dwelt in the wilder-
ness, and became an archer.

21He dwelt in the Wilderness of
Paran; and his mother took a wife
for him from the land of Egypt.

Abraham at Beersheba
22And it came to pass at that time

that Abimelech and Phichol, the
commander of his army, spoke to
Abraham, saying, “God is with you
in all that you do.

23“Now therefore, swear to me
by God that you will not deal falsely
with me, with my offspring, or with
my posterity; but that according to
the kindness that I have done to
you, you will do to me and to the
land in which you have dwelt.”

24And Abraham said, “I will
swear.”

25Then Abraham rebuked Abim-
elech because of a well of water
which Abimelech’s servants had
fseized.

26And Abimelech said, “I do not
know who has done this thing; you
did not tell me, nor had I heard of it
until today.”

27So Abraham took sheep and
oxen and gave them to Abimelech,
and the two of them made a cov-
enant.

28And Abraham set seven ewe
lambs of the flock by themselves.

29Then Abimelech asked Abra-
ham, “What is the meaning of these
seven ewe lambs which you have
set by themselves?”

30And he said, “You will take
these seven ewe lambs from my

21:13 bondwoman. Many features of Abraham’s treat-
ment of Hagar seem strange to a modern reader, but they
are exactly in accord with the provisions of the Code of
Hammurabi, the great Babylonian law code of Mesopota-
mia, the region from which he had come. Before the dis-
covery of this code many critics had questioned whether so
complex a code as that of Moses could have been written
at so early a time. However, the Code of Hammurabi is
more complex than that of Moses and comes from a much
earlier period. The Mosaic Code was not derived from it,
but many of the customs of the Book of Genesis show that
its prescriptions were familiar in Abraham’s day.

21:14 boy. The Hebrew word for “boy” (yeled), mean-
ing one begotten or one born, was used for anyone up to
young manhood (compare same word translated “young
man” in Gen. 4:23). Ishmael was now about fifteen years
old (compare Gen. 16:16; 21:5), and Hagar abandoned the
exhausted child in the shade of a shrub.

21:19 opened her eyes. Here is a touching scene: the
bondwoman, seemingly alone and without help; and the
God of grace, calling to her from heaven. “Then God
opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water.” So the Holy
Spirit opens the eyes of believing sinners and directs them
to the water of life (compare John 4:14).



ing on one of the mountains of
which I shall tell you.”

3dSo Abraham rose early in the
morning and saddled his donkey,
and took two of his young men with
him, and Isaac his son; and he split
the wood for the burnt offering, and
arose and went to the place of
which God had told him.

4Then on the third day Abraham
lifted his eyes and saw the place afar
off.

5And Abraham said to his young
men, “Stay here with the donkey;
the lad* and I will go yonder and
worship, and we will ecome back to
you.”

6So Abraham took the wood of
the burnt offering and laid it on
Isaac his son; and he took the fire in
his hand, and a knife, and the two
of them went together.

7But Isaac spoke to Abraham his
father and said, “My father!” And
he said, “Here I am, my son.” Then

hand, that they may be my witness
that I have dug this well.”

31Therefore he called that place
Beersheba,* because the two of
them swore an oath there.

32Thus they made a covenant at
Beersheba. So Abimelech rose with
Phichol, the commander of his
army, and they returned to the land
of the Philistines.

33Then Abraham planted a tama-
risk tree in Beersheba, and there
acalled on the name of the LORD, the
bEverlasting God.

34And Abraham stayed in the
land of the Philistines many days.

Offering of Isaac (Heb. 11:17–19)

22NOW it came to pass after
these things that God ctested

Abraham, and said to him, “Abra-
ham!” And he said, “Here I am.”

2Then He said, “Take now your
son, your only son Isaac, whom you
love, and go to the land of Moriah,
and offer him there as a burnt offer-

22:3

d Faith: vv. 1-14;
Gen. 50:24.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

22:5

e Heb. 11:19

21:33

a Gen. 13:4;
26:25

b Deity (names
of): v. 33; Gen.
35:11. (Gen.
1:1; Mal. 3:18,
note)

22:1

c Test/Tempt: v.
1; Ex. 15:25.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note)

38 GENESIS 21:31—22:7

*21:31 Literally Well of the Oath or Well of the
Seven *22:5 Or young man

21:34 in the land of the Philistines. The presence of
Philistines in Palestine at this period has sometimes been
called an inaccuracy in the narrative, since the great inva-
sion of the Philistines did not occur until about 1200 B.C.
However, as Genesis declares (21:32,34; 26:15,18; etc.)
there were smaller groups of the Philistines in Palestine at

an earlier time. See also Judg. 13:1, note.
22:1 after these things. The spiritual experience of Abra-

ham was marked by four great crises, each of which involved
a surrender of something naturally most dear. These were:

(1) country and relatives (Gen. 12:1. Compare Matt.
10:34–39; 2 Cor. 6:14–18).

(2) His nephew, Lot; especially dear to Abraham by na-
ture, as a possible heir and as a fellow believer (Gen.
13:1–18; 2 Pet. 2:7–8). The completeness of Abraham’s
separation from one who, though a believer, was a vessel
“for dishonor,” is shown by Gen. 15:1–3. Compare Acts
15:36–40; 2 Tim. 2:20–21.

(3) His own plan about Ishmael (Gen. 17:17–18. Com-
pare 1 Chr. 13:1–14; 15:1–2). And

(4) Isaac, “your son, your only son Isaac, whom you
love” (Gen. 22:1–19. Compare Heb. 11:17–19).

tested. God tested Abraham’s sincerity, loyalty, and
faith. The NT categorically says that God does not solicit
any man to do evil (tempt). See James 1:2,13–14, with
note. Compare other OT references where this word is
used: Ex. 17:2,7; Num. 14:22; Deut. 6:16; Ps. 78:18,41,56;
95:9; 106:14; Is. 7:12; and another word, Mal. 3:15.

22:2 love. First use of word love. Compare John 5:20.
Moriah. The offering of Isaac may have occurred near the
place where the temple of Solomon was built. Compare
2 Chr. 3:1.

22:6 laid it on Isaac. Abraham “laid it on Isaac his
son.” Isaac was not a child, but a young man (compare
Gen. 21:14, note). Observe his loving submission to his fa-
ther (compare Christ, Heb. 5:7–8). fire. Perhaps a lighted
bundle of twigs or pan of embers.

21:33 EVERLASTING GOD

Hebrew El Olam.
(1) The Hebrew Olam is used in Scripture: (a) of se-

cret or hidden things (2 Kin. 4:27, “hidden”; Ps. 10:1,
“hide”); (b) of an indefinite time or age (Lev. 25:32, “at
any time”; Josh. 24:2, “in old times”). Hence the word
is used to express the eternal duration of the Being of
God (Ps. 90:2, “from everlasting to everlasting”); it is
also the Hebrew synonym of the Greek aion, age. See
Gen. 1:28, note on page 4.

(2) The ideas, therefore, of things kept secret and of
indefinite duration combine in this word. Both ideas in-
here in the doctrine of the dispensations or ages. They
are among the “mysteries” of God (Matt. 13:11; Eph.
1:9–10; 3:2–6). The “Everlasting God” (El Olam) is,
therefore, that name of Deity in virtue of which He is
the God whose wisdom has divided all time and eterni-
ty into the mystery of successive ages or dispensations.
It is not merely that He is eternal, but that He is God
over eternal things. For other names of Deity see notes
on: Gen. 1:1; 14:18; 15:2; 17:1; Ex. 34:6; 1 Sam. 1:3;
Mal. 3:18.



he said, “Look, the fire and the
wood, but where is the lamb for a
burnt offering?”

8And Abraham said, “My son,
God will provide for Himself the
alamb for a bburnt offering.” So the
two of them went together.

9Then they came to the place of
which God had told him. And Abra-
ham built an altar there and placed
the wood in order; and he bound
Isaac his son and laid him on the al-
tar, upon the wood.

10And Abraham stretched out his
hand and took the knife to slay his
son.

11But the cAngel of the LORD
called to him from heaven and said,
“Abraham, Abraham!” So he said,
“Here I am.”

12And He said, “Do not lay your
hand on the lad, or do anything to
him; for now I know that you dfear
God, since you have not ewithheld
your son, your only son, from Me.”

13Then Abraham lifted his eyes
and looked, and there behind him
was a ram caught in a thicket by its
horns. So Abraham went and took
the ram, and offered it up for a
burnt offering instead of his son.

14And Abraham called the name
of the place, The-LORD-Will-Pro-
vide;* as it is said to this day, “In the
Mount of the LORD it shall be pro-
vided.”

Abrahamic Covenant confirmed again
15Then the fAngel of the LORD

called to Abraham a second time
out of heaven,

16and gsaid: “By Myself I have
sworn, says the LORD, because you
have done this thing, and have not
withheld your son, your only son—

17“blessing I will hbless you, and
multiplying I will multiply your de-
scendants as the istars of the heaven
and as the jsand which is on the

22:17

k Gen. 24:60

22:18

l Gen. 18:18;
26:4

m Gen. 26:5

22:20

n Gen. 11:29;
24:15

22:23

o Gen. 24:15

23:2

p Gen. 35:27

23:4

q v. 17; see Acts
7:16, note

22:8

a John 1:29,36

b Sacrifice (typi-
cal): vv. 8,13;
Ex. 12:3. (Gen.
3:15; Heb.
10:18, note)

22:11

c Angel (of the
LORD): v. 11;
Gen. 22:15.
(Gen. 16:7;
Judg. 2:1, note)

22:12

d See Ps. 19:9,
note

e Cp. John 3:16

22:15

f Angel (of the
LORD): v. 15;
Gen. 31:11.
(Gen. 16:7;
Judg. 2:1, note)

22:16

g Israel (cov-
enant): vv. 16-
18; Gen. 26:3.
(Gen. 12:2;
Rom. 11:26,
note)

22:17

h Gen. 17:16;
26:3,24

i Gen. 15:5; 26:4

j Gen. 32:12
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seashore; and your descendants shall
possess the kgate of their enemies.

18“In your seed lall the nations of
the earth shall be blessed, because
you have mobeyed My voice.”

19So Abraham returned to his
young men, and they rose and went
together to Beersheba; and Abra-
ham dwelt at Beersheba.

20Now it came to pass after these
things that it was told Abraham, say-
ing, “Indeed nMilcah also has borne
children to your brother Nahor:

21“Huz his firstborn, Buz his
brother, Kemuel the father of Aram,

22“Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jid-
laph, and Bethuel.”

23And Bethuel begot oRebekah.*
These eight Milcah bore to Nahor,
Abraham’s brother.

24His concubine, whose name
was Reumah, also bore Tebah, Ga-
ham, Thahash, and Maachah.

Death and burial of Sarah

23SARAH lived one hundred
and twenty-seven years; these

were the years of the life of Sarah.
2So Sarah died in pKirjath Arba

(that is, Hebron) in the land of Ca-
naan, and Abraham came to mourn
for Sarah and to weep for her.

3Then Abraham stood up from
before his dead, and spoke to the
sons of Heth, saying,

4“I am a foreigner and a visitor
among you. Give me property for a
qburial place among you, that I may
bury my dead out of my sight.”

5And the sons of Heth answered
Abraham, saying to him,

6“Hear us, my lord: You are a
mighty prince among us; bury your
dead in the choicest of our burial
places. None of us will withhold
from you his burial place, that you
may bury your dead.”
*22:14 Hebrew YHWH Yireh *22:23 Spelled
Rebecca in Romans 9:10

22:9 laid him on the altar. The typical lessons are:
(1) Isaac, a type of Christ “obedient to the point of

death” (Phil. 2:5–8);
(2) Abraham, a type of the Father who “did not spare His

own Son, but delivered Him up for us all” (Rom. 8:32; John
3:16);

(3) the ram, a type of substitution—Christ offered as a
burnt offering in our stead (Heb. 10:5–10); and

(4) compare resurrection (Heb. 11:17–19), where the
statement “from the dead . . . he also received him in a fig-
urative sense” (v. 19) confirms the typology. Compare
James 2:21–23.

22:14 The-LORD-Will-Provide. Literally Jehovah Jireh.
See Ex. 34:6, note.

23:3 sons of Heth. That is, Hittites. See 2 Kin. 7:6, note.
23:6 mighty prince. Literally prince with God.



hear me. I will give you money for
the field; take it from me and I will
bury my dead there.”

14And Ephron answered Abra-
ham, saying to him,

15“My lord, listen to me; the land
is worth four hundred bshekels of
silver. What is that between you
and me? So bury your dead.”

16And Abraham listened to
Ephron; and Abraham weighed out
the silver for Ephron which he had
named in the hearing of the sons of
Heth, four hundred shekels of sil-
ver, currency of the merchants.

17So the field of Ephron which
was in Machpelah, which was be-
fore Mamre, the field and the cave
which was in it, and all the trees
that were in the field, which were
within all the surrounding borders,
were deeded

18to Abraham as a possession in
the presence of the sons of Heth,
before all who went in at the gate of
his city.

19And after this, Abraham cburied
Sarah his wife in the cave of the field

7Then Abraham stood up and
bowed himself to the people of the
land, the sons of Heth.

8And he spoke with them, saying,
“If it is your wish that I bury my
dead out of my sight, hear me, and
meet with Ephron the son of Zohar
for me,

9“that he may give me the cave of
aMachpelah which he has, which is
at the end of his field. Let him give it
to me at the full price, as property
for a burial place among you.”

10Now Ephron dwelt among the
sons of Heth; and Ephron the Hittite
answered Abraham in the presence
of the sons of Heth, all who entered
at the gate of his city, saying,

11“No, my lord, hear me: I give
you the field and the cave that is in
it; I give it to you in the presence of
the sons of my people. I give it to
you. Bury your dead!”

12Then Abraham bowed himself
down before the people of the land;

13and he spoke to Ephron in the
hearing of the people of the land,
saying, “If you will give it, please

23:15

b See Coinage
(OT), Ex. 30:13,
note

23:19

c v. 4; see Acts
7:16, note

23:9

a Gen. 25:9
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23:10 Hittite. That is, the Hittites. See 2 Kin. 7:6, note.

22:17 THE FAMILY TREE OF ABRAHAM

Abraham

(of Hagar: 1 son) (of Sarah: 1 son) (of Keturah: 6 sons)
Ishmael: 12 sons Isaac Zimran

Nebajoth Jokshan
Kedar (of Rebekah: 2 sons) Medan

Adbeel Jacob Esau Midian
Mibsam Ishbak
Mishma (of Leah: 6 sons) (of Adah: 1 son) Shuah
Dumah Reuben Eliphaz
Massa Simeon (of Basemath: 1 son)
Hadar Levi Reuel
Tema Judah (of Aholibamah: 3 sons)
Jetur Isaachar Jeush

Naphish Zebulun Jaalam
Kedemah (of Zilpah: 2 sons) Korah

Gad
Asher

(of Rachel: 2 sons)
Joseph

Benjamin
(of Bihah: 2 sons)

Dan
Naphtali



of Machpelah, before Mamre (that
is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan.

20So the field and the cave that is
in it were deeded to Abraham by
the sons of Heth as property for a
burial place.

A bride sought for Isaac

24NOW Abraham was old, well
advanced in age; and the

LORD ahad blessed Abraham in all
things.

2So Abraham said to the oldest
bservant of his house, who ruled
over all that he had, “Please, cput
your hand under my thigh,

3“and I will make you swear by
the LORD, the God of heaven and
the God of the earth, that you will
not take a wife for my son from the
daughters of the Canaanites, among
whom I dwell;

4“but you shall go to dmy country
and to my family, and take a wife for
my son Isaac.”

5And the servant said to him,
“Perhaps the woman will not be
willing to follow me to this land.
Must I take your son back to the
land from which you came?”

6But Abraham said to him, “Be-
ware that you do not take my son
back there.

7“The LORD God of heaven, who
took me from my father’s house and
from the land of my family, and who
spoke to me and swore to me, say-
ing, ‘To your descendants* I give
this land,’ He will send His eangel
before you, and you shall take a wife
for my son from there.

8“And if the woman is not willing

24:8

f Cp. Josh. 2:17-
20

24:10

g Gen. 22:20;
29:5

24:11

h 1 Sam. 9:11

24:12

i Bible prayers
(OT): vv. 12-14;
Gen. 32:9.
(Gen. 15:2;
Hab. 3:1, note)

24:14

j Judg. 6:17,37;
2 Kin. 20:9;
Prov. 16:33;
Acts 1:26; cp.
Matt. 12:39.

24:15

k Is. 65:24

l Gen. 22:20-23

24:1

a Gen. 17:20;
25:11

24:2

b Gen. 15:2

c Gen. 47:29

24:4

d Cp. Gen. 28:2

24:7

e See Heb. 1:4,
note
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to follow you, then you will be fre-
leased from this oath; only do not
take my son back there.”

9So the servant put his hand un-
der the thigh of Abraham his mas-
ter, and swore to him concerning
this matter.

10Then the servant took ten of his
master’s camels and departed, for all
his master’s goods were in his hand.
And he arose and went to Mesopo-
tamia, to the city of gNahor.

11And he made his camels kneel
down outside the city by a well of
water at evening time, the time
when hwomen go out to draw water.

12Then he isaid, “O LORD God of
my master Abraham, please give me
success this day, and show kindness
to my master Abraham.

13“Behold, here I stand by the
well of water, and the daughters of
the men of the city are coming out
to draw water.

14“Now let it be that the young
woman to whom I say, ‘Please let
down your pitcher that I may
drink,’ and she says, ‘Drink, and I
will also give your camels a drink’—
let her be the one You have appoint-
ed for Your servant Isaac. And jby
this I will know that You have
shown kindness to my master.”

The servant’s prayer answered
15And it happened, kbefore he

had finished speaking, that behold,
Rebekah, who was born to lBethuel,
son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor,
Abraham’s brother, came out with
her pitcher on her shoulder.
*24:7 Literally seed

24:1 The entire chapter is highly typical:
(1) Abraham, a type of a certain king who arranged a

marriage for his son (Matt. 22:2);
(2) the unnamed servant, a type of the Holy Spirit, who

does not “speak on His own authority” but takes of the
things of the Bridegroom with which to win the bride (John
16:13–14);

(3) the servant, a type of the Spirit as enriching the bride
with the Bridegroom’s gifts (1 Cor. 12:7–11; Gal. 5:22–23);

(4) the servant, a type of the Spirit as bringing the bride
to the meeting with the Bridegroom (Acts 13:4; 16:6–7;
Rom. 8:11; 1 Thess. 4:14–17);

(5) Rebekah, a type of the Church, the ecclesia, the
“called out” virgin bride of Christ (Gen. 24:16; 2 Cor. 11:2;
Eph. 5:25–32);

(6) Isaac, a type of the Bridegroom “not seen” as yet,
whom the bride nevertheless loves through the testimony
of the unnamed Servant (1 Pet. 1:8); and

(7) Isaac, a type of the Bridegroom who goes out to meet
and receive His bride (Gen. 24:63; 1 Thess. 4:14–17).

24:10 Nahor. The existence of this city in Abraham’s
time has been evidenced by the finding of many references
to it in clay tablets from this period, discovered at Mari in
northern Mesopotamia.

24:14 by this I will know. Signs are given to faith, not
to doubt.

Rebekah: a noose. Daughter of Bethuel (Abraham’s
nephew) and wife of Isaac. She had twin sons, Jacob
and Esau, and helped the younger son, Jacob, in de-
ceiving his father to bless him rather than Esau.



30So it came to pass, when he
saw the nose ring, and the bracelets
on his sister’s wrists, and when he
heard the words of his sister Rebek-
ah, saying, “Thus the man spoke to
me,” that he went to the man. And
there he stood by the camels at the
well.

31And he said, “Come in, O
blessed of the LORD! Why do you
stand outside? For I have prepared
the house, and a place for the
camels.”

32Then the man came to the
house. And he unloaded the camels,
and provided straw and feed for the
camels, and water to bwash his feet
and the feet of the men who were
with him.

33Food was set before him to eat,
but he said, “I will not eat until I
have told about my errand.” And he
said, “Speak on.”

The servant announces his mission
34So he said, “I am Abraham’s

servant.
35“The LORD has blessed my mas-

ter greatly, and he has become
great; and He has given him flocks
and herds, silver and gold, male and
female servants, and camels and
donkeys.

36“And Sarah my master’s wife
bore a son to my master when she
was old; and cto him he has given
all that he has.

37“Now my master dmade me
swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a
wife for my son from the daughters
of the Canaanites, in whose land I
dwell;

38‘but you shall go to my father’s
house and to my family, and take a
wife for my son.’

39“And I said to my master, ‘Per-
haps the woman will not follow me.’

40“But he said to me, ‘The LORD,
ebefore whom I walk, will send His
fangel with you and prosper your
way; and you shall take a wife for
my son from my family and from my
father’s house.

41‘You will be clear from this oath
when you arrive among my family;
for if they will not give her to you,
then you will be released from my
oath.’

16Now the young woman was
very beautiful to behold, a virgin;
no man had known her. And she
went down to the well, filled her
pitcher, and came up.

17And the servant ran to meet her
and said, “Please let me drink a lit-
tle water from your pitcher.”

18So she said, “Drink, my lord.”
Then she quickly let her pitcher
down to her hand, and gave him a
drink.

19And when she had finished giv-
ing him a drink, she said, “I will
draw water for your camels also, un-
til they have finished drinking.”

20Then she quickly emptied her
pitcher into the trough, ran back to
the well to draw water, and drew
for all his camels.

21And the man, wondering at her,
remained silent so as to know
whether the LORD had made his
journey prosperous or not.

22So it was, when the camels had
finished drinking, that the man took
a golden nose ring weighing half a
ashekel, and two bracelets for her
wrists weighing ten shekels of gold,

23and said, “Whose daughter are
you? Tell me, please, is there room
in your father’s house for us to
lodge?”

24So she said to him, “I am the
daughter of Bethuel, Milcah’s son,
whom she bore to Nahor.”

25Moreover she said to him, “We
have both straw and feed enough,
and room to lodge.”

26Then the man bowed down his
head and worshiped the LORD.

27And he said, “Blessed be the
LORD God of my master Abraham,
who has not forsaken His mercy and
His truth toward my master. As for
me, being on the way, the LORD led
me to the house of my master’s
brethren.”

28So the young woman ran and
told her mother’s household these
things.

29Now Rebekah had a brother
whose name was Laban, and Laban
ran out to the man by the well.

24:32

b Gen. 19:2;
43:24; cp. John
13:5,13-15

24:36

c Gen. 25:5

24:37

d Gen. 24:3

24:40

e 1 Kin. 8:23

f See Heb. 1:4,
note

24:22

a See Coinage
(OT), Ex. 30:13,
note
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Laban: white. Brother of Rebekah. Uncle of Jacob. Fa-
ther of Leah and Rachel.



42“And this day I came to the
well and said, ‘O aLORD God of my
master Abraham, if You will now
prosper the way in which I go,

43‘behold, I stand by the well of
water; and it shall come to pass that
when the virgin comes out to draw
water, and I say to her, “Please give
me a little water from your pitcher
to drink,”

44‘and she says to me, “Drink,
and I will draw for your camels
also,”—let her be the woman
whom the LORD has appointed for
my master’s son.’

45“But before I had finished
speaking in my bheart, there was
Rebekah, coming out with her
pitcher on her shoulder; and she
went down to the well and drew
water. And I said to her, ‘Please let
me drink.’

46“And she made haste and let
her pitcher down from her shoul-
der, and said, ‘Drink, and I will give
your camels a drink also.’ So I
drank, and she gave the camels a
drink also.

47“Then I asked her, and said,
‘Whose daughter are you?’ And she
said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Na-
hor’s son, whom Milcah bore to
him.’ So I put the nose ring on her
nose and the bracelets on her wrists.

48“And I bowed my head and
worshiped the LORD, and blessed
the LORD God of my master Abra-
ham, who had led me in the way of
truth to take the daughter of my
master’s brother for his son.

49“Now if you will deal kindly
and truly with my master, tell me.
And if not, tell me, that I may turn
to the right hand or to the left.”

50Then Laban and Bethuel an-
swered and said, “The thing comes
from the LORD; we cannot speak to
you either cbad or good.

51“Here is Rebekah before you;
take her and go, and let her be your
master’s son’s wife, as the LORD has
spoken.”

52And it came to pass, when
Abraham’s servant heard their
words, that he worshiped the LORD,
bowing himself to the earth.
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53Then the servant brought out

jewelry of silver, jewelry of gold,
and clothing, and gave them to Re-
bekah. He also gave precious things
to her brother and to her mother.

54And he and the men who were
with him ate and drank and stayed
all night. Then they arose in the
morning, and he said, “Send me
away to my master.”

55But her brother and her mother
said, “Let the young woman stay
with us a few days, at least ten; after
that she may go.”

56And he said to them, “Do not
hinder me, since the LORD has pros-
pered my way; send me away so
that I may go to my master.”

A bride brought to Isaac
57So they said, “We will call the

young woman and ask her person-
ally.”

58Then they called Rebekah and
said to her, “Will you go with this
man?” And she said, “I will go.”

59So they sent away Rebekah
their sister and her dnurse, and
Abraham’s servant and his men.

60And they blessed Rebekah and
said to her:

“Our sister, may you become
The mother of thousands of ten

thousands;
And may your edescendants

possess
The fgates of those who hate

them.”
61Then Rebekah and her maids

arose, and they rode on the camels
and followed the man. So the ser-
vant took Rebekah and departed.

62Now Isaac came from the way
of Beer Lahai Roi, for he dwelt in
the gSouth.

63And Isaac went out to meditate
in the field in the evening; and he
lifted his eyes and looked, and
there, the camels were coming.

64Then Rebekah lifted her eyes,
and when she saw Isaac she dis-
mounted from her camel;

65for she had said to the servant,
“Who is this man walking in the
field to meet us?” The servant said,

24:62 Beer Lahai Roi. Literally the well of Him who lives and sees me. Gen. 16:14; 25:11.



9And his sons Isaac and Ishmael
buried him in the cave of cMach-
pelah, which is before Mamre, in
the field of Ephron the son of Zohar
the Hittite,

10the field which Abraham pur-
chased from the sons of Heth. There
Abraham was buried, and dSarah
his wife.

11And it came to pass, after the
death of Abraham, that God blessed
his son Isaac. And Isaac dwelt at
Beer Lahai Roi.

Genealogy of Ishmael
12Now this is the egenealogy of

Ishmael, Abraham’s son, whom Ha-
gar the Egyptian, Sarah’s maidser-
vant, bore to Abraham.

13And these were the names of
the sons of Ishmael, by their names,
according to their generations: The
firstborn of Ishmael, Nebajoth; then
Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam,

14Mishma, Dumah, Massa,
15Hadar,* Tema, Jetur, Naphish,

and Kedemah.
16These were the sons of Ishmael

and these were their names, by
their towns and their settlements,
twelve princes according to their
nations.

17These were the years of the life
of Ishmael: one hundred and thirty-
seven years; and he breathed his
last and died, and was gathered to
his people.

18(They dwelt from Havilah as far
as Shur, which is east of Egypt as
you go toward Assyria.) He died in
the presence of all his brethren.

“It is my master.” So she took a veil
and covered herself.

66And the servant told Isaac all
the things that he had done.

67Then Isaac brought her into his
mother Sarah’s tent; and he took Re-
bekah and she became his wife, and
he loved her. So Isaac was comfort-
ed after his mother’s death.

Abraham weds Keturah

25ABRAHAM again took a
wife, and her name was aKe-

turah.
2And she bore him Zimran, Jok-

shan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and
Shuah.

3Jokshan begot Sheba and Dedan.
And the sons of Dedan were As-
shurim, Letushim, and Leummim.

4And the sons of Midian were
Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abidah, and
Eldaah. All these were the children
of Keturah.

Isaac heir of all things (Heb. 1:2)
5And Abraham gave all that he

had to Isaac.
6But Abraham gave gifts to the

sons of the concubines which Abra-
ham had; and while he was still liv-
ing he sent them eastward, away
from Isaac his son, to the country of
the east.

Death of Abraham
7This is the sum of the years of

Abraham’s life which he lived: one
hundred and seventy-five years.

8Then Abraham breathed his last
and died in a bgood old age, an old
man and full of years, and was gath-
ered to his people.
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*25:15 Masoretic Text reads Hadad.

24:66 servant. This is the model servant: he
(1) does not run unsent, vv. 2–9;
(2) goes where he is sent, vv. 4,10;
(3) does nothing else;
(4) is prayerful and thankful, vv. 12–14,26–27;
(5) is wise to win, vv. 17–18,21. Compare John 4:7;
(6) speaks not of himself but of his master’s riches and

Isaac’s heirship, vv. 22,34–36; Acts 1:8; and
(7) presents the true issue, and requires clear decision,

v. 49.
25:7 sum of the years. Thus Abraham lived thirty-eight

years after Sarah’s death. The children of Keturah evidence
the supernatural renewing of the body of Abraham (Gen.
17:5–6,15–17; Rom. 4:17–22).

25:8 Abraham. The NT gives great significance to the
history of Abraham: he is called “the friend of God” (James
2:23); he is referred to as “Abraham our father” (James
2:21; compare Matt. 3:9); he is an illustration of justifica-
tion (Rom. 4; Gal. 3; James 2:21); and an illustration of
faith (Heb. 11:8–19). gathered to his people. This implies
life after death and not physical burial.

25:12 Ishmael, Abraham’s son. It was told Abraham
that he would be the father of many nations (Gen. 17:4,6,
16) and not of Israel only. Of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, God
said that he would “multiply him exceedingly” (Gen.
17:20). Keturah also bore sons to Abraham (Gen. 25:1–4)
who were neither Israelites (Isaac’s descendants) nor Arabs
(Ishmael’s descendants), but another nation.



Genealogy of Isaac
19This is the agenealogy of Isaac,

Abraham’s son. Abraham begot Isaac.
20Isaac was forty years old when

he took bRebekah as wife, the daugh-
ter of Bethuel the Syrian of Padan
Aram, the sister of Laban the Syrian.

21Now Isaac pleaded with the
LORD for his wife, because she was
barren; and the LORD granted his
plea, and Rebekah his wife ccon-
ceived.

22But the children struggled to-
gether within her; and she said, “If
all is well, why am I like this? ” So
she went to inquire of the LORD.

23And the LORD said to her:

“Twod nations are in your womb,
Two peoples shall be separated

from your body;
One people shall be stronger

than the other,
And the eolder shall serve the

younger.”

Birth of Esau and Jacob
24So when her days were fulfilled

for her to give birth, indeed there
were twins in her womb.

25And the first came out red. He
was like a fhairy garment all over;
so they called his name Esau.

26Afterward his brother came
out, and his ghand took hold of
Esau’s heel; so his name was called
Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old
when she bore them.

Sale of the birthright
27So the boys grew. And Esau was

a skillful hunter, a man of the field;
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but Jacob was a mild man, dwelling
in tents.

28And Isaac loved Esau because
he hate of his game, but Rebekah
loved Jacob.

29Now Jacob cooked a stew; and
Esau came in from the field, and he
was weary.

30And Esau said to Jacob, “Please
feed me with that same red stew,
for I am weary.” Therefore his name
was called Edom.

31But Jacob said, “Sell me your
birthright as of this day.”

32And Esau said, “Look, I am
about to die; so iwhat is this
birthright to me?”

33Then Jacob said, “Swear to me
as of this day.” So he swore to him,
and sold his birthright to Jacob.

34And Jacob gave Esau bread and
stew of lentils; then he ate and
drank, arose, and went his way.
Thus Esau jdespised his birthright.

Abrahamic Covenant confirmed to Isaac

26THERE was a kfamine in the
land, besides the first famine

that was in the days of Abraham.
And Isaac went to lAbimelech king
of the Philistines, in Gerar.

2Then the LORD mappeared to him
and said: n“Do not go down to
Egypt; live in the land of which I
shall tell you.

3o“Dwell in this land, and I will
be with you and bless you; for to
you and your descendants I give all
these lands, and I will perform the
poath which I swore to Abraham
your father.

4“And I will make your descen-

25:25 Esau. Literally hairy, or thick-haired. He stands
for the mere man of the earth (Heb. 12:16–17). Destitute of
faith, he despised the birthright—a spiritual thing, of value
only as there was faith to apprehend it.

Esau: hairy. The oldest son of Isaac and Rebekah who
was tricked by his brother into selling him the birth-
right. He was later also deprived of the family blessing.

25:26 came out. Approximately 1790 B.C.

Jacob: supplanter. The younger son of Isaac and Re-
bekah who tricked his brother Esau into selling him
his birthright. He deceived his father in order to re-
ceive the family blessing. Married Leah and Rachel.
Had twelve sons by his wives and concubines. Also
referred to as Israel.

25:30 Edom. Literally red.
25:31 birthright. The birthright had three elements:
(1) until the establishment of the Aaronic priesthood the

head of the family exercised priestly rights.
(2) The Abrahamic family held the Edenic promise of the

Satan-Bruiser (Gen. 3:15)—Abel, Seth, Shem, Abraham,
Isaac, Esau. And

(3) Esau, as the firstborn, was in the direct line of the
Abrahamic promise of the Earth-Blesser (Gen. 12:3). He
sold this birthright for a momentary fleshly gratification.
Esau had only natural priority in the birthright, and God
never meant that the line of blessing should come
through him (Rom. 9:11–13; compare Gen. 25:23). Ja-
cob’s conception of the birthright at that time was,
doubtless, carnal and inadequate, but his desire for it ev-
idenced faith.



15Now the Philistines had stopped
up all the wells which his father’s
servants had dug in the days of Abra-
ham his father, and they had filled
them with earth.

16And Abimelech said to Isaac,
“Go away from us, for you are much
fmightier than we.”

Isaac, the well-digger
17Then Isaac departed from there

and pitched his tent in the Valley of
Gerar, and dwelt there.

18And Isaac dug again the wells of
water which they had dug in the
days of Abraham his father, for the
Philistines had stopped them up af-
ter the death of Abraham. He called
them by the names which his father
had called them.

19Also Isaac’s servants dug in the
valley, and found a well of running
water there.

20But the herdsmen of Gerar
quarreled with Isaac’s herdsmen,
saying, “The water is ours.” So he
called the name of the well Esek,
because they quarreled with him.

21Then they dug another well,
and they quarreled over that one
also. So he called its name Sitnah.

22And he moved from there and
dug another well, and they did not
quarrel over it. So he called its name
Rehoboth, because he said, “For
now the LORD has made room for us,
and we shall be fruitful in the land.”

23Then he went up from there to
Beersheba.

24And the LORD gappeared to him
the same night and said, “I am the
God of your father Abraham; do not
fear, for I am with you. I will bless
you and multiply your descendants
for My servant Abraham’s sake.”

25So he hbuilt an altar there and
icalled on the name of the LORD,
and he pitched his tent there; and
there Isaac’s servants dug a well.

dants multiply as the stars of heav-
en; I will give to your descendants all
these lands; and in your seed all the
nations of the earth shall be blessed;

5“because Abraham obeyed My
voice and kept My charge, My com-
mandments, My statutes, and My
laws.”

Lapse of Isaac (cp. Gen. 20)
6So Isaac dwelt in Gerar.
7And the men of the place asked

about his wife. And he said, “She is
my asister”; for he was bafraid to
say, “She is my wife,” because he
thought, “lest the men of the place
kill me for Rebekah, because she is
beautiful to behold.”

8Now it came to pass, when he
had been there a long time, that
Abimelech king of the Philistines
looked through a window, and saw,
and there was Isaac, showing en-
dearment to Rebekah his wife.

9Then Abimelech called Isaac and
said, “Quite obviously she is your
wife; so how could you say, ‘She is
my sister’?” Isaac said to him, “Be-
cause I said, ‘Lest I die on account
of her.’ ”

10And Abimelech said, “What is
this you have done to us? One of
the people might soon have lain
with your wife, and you would have
brought cguilt on us.”

11So Abimelech charged all his
people, saying, “He who touches
this man or his wife shall surely be
put to death.”

12Then Isaac sowed in that land,
and reaped in the same year a dhun-
dredfold; and the LORD eblessed him.

13The man began to prosper, and
continued prospering until he be-
came very prosperous;

14for he had possessions of flocks
and possessions of herds and a great
number of servants. So the Philis-
tines envied him.

26:16

f Ex. 1:9

26:24

g Theophanies: v.
24; Gen. 35:9.
(Gen. 12:7,
note; Dan. 10:5)

26:25

h Gen. 22:9;
33:20

i Gen. 21:33; cp.
1 Kin. 18:24

26:7

a Gen. 12:13

b Cp. Gen. 31:31

26:10

c Cp. Ex. 32:21

26:12

d Matt. 13:8,23

e Gen. 25:11

46 GENESIS 26:5–25

26:3 the oath. Here the LORD confirmed to Isaac the
covenant He had made with Abraham. The principal
promises to the patriarchs are written in the following
Scriptures: (1) to Abraham, Gen. 12:1–3,7; 13:14–18; 15;
17:1–8,15–22; 22:15–18; (2) to Isaac, Gen. 26:1–5;
28:13–15; and (3) to Jacob, Gen. 28:13–15; 35:11–12.

26:20 name of the well. The wells of Genesis have sig-
nificant names and are associated with significant events:

(1) Beer Lahai Roi, well of the Living One who sees me
(Gen. 16:14; 24:62; 25:11). (2) Beersheba, the well of the
oath or covenant (Gen. 21:25–33; 22:19; 26:23–25;
46:1–5). (3) Esek, dispute (Gen. 26:20). (4) Sitnah, opposi-
tion (Gen. 26:21). Esek and Sitnah were Isaac’s own at-
tempts at well-digging. Afterward he dwelt by the old wells
of his father. And (5) Rehoboth, room (Gen. 26:22). Upon
Isaac’s return to Beersheba, the LORD made Himself known.



26Then Abimelech came to him
from Gerar with Ahuzzath, one of
his friends, and Phichol the com-
mander of his army.

27And Isaac said to them, “Why
have you come to me, since you
hate me and have sent me away
from you?”

28But they said, “We have certain-
ly seen that the LORD is with you. So
we said, ‘Let there now be an oath
between us, between you and us;
and let us make a covenant with you,

29‘that you will do us no harm,
since we have not touched you, and
since we have done nothing to you
but good and have sent you away in
peace. You are now the blessed of
the LORD.’ ”

30So he made them a feast, and
they ate and drank.

31Then they arose early in the
morning and swore an oath with one
another; and Isaac sent them away,
and they departed from him in peace.

32It came to pass the same day
that Isaac’s servants came and told
him about the well which they had
dug, and said to him, “We have
found water.”

33So he called it Shebah. There-
fore the name of the city is Beershe-
ba to this day.

34When Esau was forty years old,
he took as wives Judith the daughter
of Beeri the aHittite, and Basemath
the daughter of Elon the Hittite.

35And they were a grief of mind
to Isaac and Rebekah.

The stolen blessing

27NOW it came to pass, when
Isaac was bold and his ceyes

were so dim that he could not see,
that he called Esau his older son and
said to him, “My son.” And he an-
swered him, “Here I am.”

2Then he said, “Behold now, I am
old. I do not know the day of my
death.

3“Now therefore, please take
your weapons, your quiver and your
bow, and go out to the field and
hunt game for me.

4“And make me savory food, such
as I love, and bring it to me that I
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may eat, d that my soul may bless
you before I die.”

5Now Rebekah was listening
when Isaac spoke to Esau his son.
And Esau went to the field to hunt
game and to bring it.

6eSo Rebekah spoke to Jacob her
son, saying, “Indeed I heard your fa-
ther speak to Esau your brother, say-
ing,

7‘Bring me game and make savory
food for me, that I may eat it and
bless you in the presence of the
LORD before my death.’

8“Now therefore, my son, fobey
my voice according to what I com-
mand you.

9“Go now to the flock and bring
me from there two choice kids of
the goats, and I will make savory
food from them for your father, such
as he loves.

10“Then you shall take it to your
father, that he may eat it, and that
he may bless you before his death.”

11And Jacob said to Rebekah his
mother, “Look, Esau my brother is a
ghairy man, and I am a smooth-
skinned man.

12“Perhaps my father will feel
me, and I shall seem to be a deceiv-
er to him; and I shall bring a curse
on myself and not a blessing.”

13But his mother said to him, “Let
your curse be on me, my son; only
obey my voice, and go, get them for
me.”

14And he went and got them and
brought them to his mother, and his
mother made savory food, such as
his father loved.

15Then Rebekah took the choice
clothes of her elder son Esau, which
were with her in the house, and put
them on Jacob her younger son.

16And she put the skins of the
kids of the goats on his hands and
on the smooth part of his neck.

17Then she gave the savory food
and the bread, which she had pre-
pared, into the hand of her son Jacob.

18So he went to his father and
said, “My father.” And he said,
“Here I am. Who are you, my son?”

19Jacob said to his father, “I am
Esau your firstborn; I have done just

26:33 Shebah. Or Shibah, literally oath. Beersheba. Literally the well of the oath. Compare Gen. 21:31.



31He also had made savory food,
and brought it to his father, and said
to his father, “Let my father arise
and eat of his son’s game, that your
soul may bless me.”

32And his father Isaac said to him,
“Who are you?” So he said, “I am
your son, your firstborn, Esau.”

33Then Isaac trembled exceeding-
ly, and said, “Who? Where is the
one who hunted game and brought
it to me? I ate all of it before you
came, and I have blessed him—and
indeed he shall be blessed.”

Esau’s unavailing remorse
(cp. Heb. 12:16–17)

34When Esau heard the words of
his father, he cried with an exceed-
ingly great and bitter cry, and said to
his father, “Bless me—me also, O
my father!”

35But he said, “Your brother came
with deceit and has taken away
your blessing.”

36And Esau said, “Is he not right-
ly named Jacob? For he has sup-
planted me these two times. He
etook away my birthright, and now
look, he has taken away my bless-
ing!” And he said, “Have you not re-
served a blessing for me?”

37Then Isaac answered and said to
Esau, “Indeed I have made him your
master, and all his brethren I have
given to him as servants; with grain
and wine I have sustained him. What
shall I do now for you, my son?”

38And Esau said to his father,
“Have you only one blessing, my fa-
ther? Bless me—me also, O my fa-
ther!” And Esau lifted up his voice
and wept.

39Then Isaac his father answered
and said to him:

“Behold, your dwelling shall be
of the fatness of the earth,

And of the dew of heaven from
above.

40 By your sword you shall live,
And you shall serve your

brother;
And it shall come to pass, when

you become restless,

as you told me; please arise, sit and
eat of my game, that your soul may
bless me.”

20But Isaac said to his son, “How
is it that you have found it so quickly,
my son?” And he said, “Because the
LORD your God brought it to me.”

21Then Isaac said to Jacob,
“Please come near, that I may feel
you, my son, whether you are really
my son Esau or not.”

22So Jacob went near to Isaac his
father, and he felt him and said,
“The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the
hands are the hands of Esau.”

23And he did not recognize him,
because his hands were hairy like
his brother Esau’s hands; so he
blessed him.

24Then he said, “Are you really
my son Esau?” He said, “I am.”

25He said, “Bring it near to me, and
I will eat of my son’s game, so that my
soul may bless you.” So he brought it
near to him, and he ate; and he
brought him wine, and he drank.

26Then his father Isaac said to
him, “Come near now and kiss me,
my son.”

27And he came near and akissed
him; and he smelled the smell of his
clothing, and blessed him and said:

“Surely, the smell of my son
Is like the smell of a field
Which the LORD has blessed.

28 Therefore may God give you
Of the dew of heaven,
Of the fatness of the earth,
And plenty of bgrain and wine.

29 Let peoples serve you,
And nations bow down to you.
Be cmaster over your brethren,
And let your mother’s sons bow

down to you.
dCursed be everyone who curses

you,
And blessed be those who bless

you!”
30Now it happened, as soon as

Isaac had finished blessing Jacob,
and Jacob had scarcely gone out
from the presence of Isaac his fa-
ther, that Esau his brother came in
from his hunting.
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27:33 trembled exceedingly. Literally trembled with a
great trembling: or trembled greatly. indeed he shall be

blessed. Isaac recognizes that God’s will for his sons is
better than his own will for them.



That you shall abreak his yoke
from your neck.”

41So Esau bhated Jacob because of
the blessing with which his father
blessed him, and Esau said in his
heart, “The days of mourning for
my father are at hand; then I will
kill my brother Jacob.”

42And the words of Esau her old-
er son were told to Rebekah. So she
sent and called Jacob her younger
son, and said to him, “Surely your
brother Esau comforts himself con-
cerning you by intending to kill you.

43“Now therefore, my son, obey
my voice: arise, flee to my brother
cLaban in Haran.

44“And stay with him a d few days,
until your brother’s fury turns away,

45“until your brother’s anger
turns away from you, and he forgets
what you have done to him; then I
will send and bring you from there.
Why should I be bereaved also of
you both in one day?”

46And Rebekah said to Isaac, “I
am weary of my life because of the
daughters of Heth; if Jacob takes a
wife of the daughters of eHeth, like
these who are the daughters of the
land, what good will my life be to
me?”

Jacob at Bethel: Abrahamic Covenant
confirmed to him

28THEN Isaac called Jacob and
blessed him, and charged

him, and said to him: “You shall not
take a wife from the daughters of
Canaan.

2“Arise, go to Padan Aram, to the
house of fBethuel your mother’s fa-
ther; and take yourself a wife from
there of the daughters of gLaban
your mother’s brother.

3“May God hAlmighty bless you,
And make you ifruitful and

multiply you,
That you may be an assembly of

peoples;
4 And give you the jblessing of

Abraham,
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To you and your descendants

with you,
That you may inherit the land
In which you are a kstranger,
Which God gave to Abraham.”

5So Isaac sent Jacob away, and he
went to Padan Aram, to Laban the
son of Bethuel the Syrian, the broth-
er of Rebekah, the mother of Jacob
and Esau.

6Esau saw that Isaac had blessed
Jacob and sent him away to Padan
Aram to take himself a wife from
there, and that as he blessed him he
gave him a charge, saying, “You
shall not take a wife from the
daughters of Canaan,”

7and that Jacob had obeyed his fa-
ther and his mother and had gone
to Padan Aram.

8Also Esau saw that the daughters
of Canaan did not please his father
Isaac.

9So Esau went to Ishmael and
ltook Mahalath the daughter of Ish-
mael, Abraham’s son, the sister of
Nebajoth, to be his wife in addition
to the wives he had.

10Now Jacob went out from Beer-
sheba and went toward mHaran.

11So he came to a certain place
and stayed there all night, because
the sun had set. And he took one of
the stones of that place and put it at
his head, and he lay down in that
place to sleep.

12Then he ndreamed, and behold,
a ladder was set up on the earth,
and its top reached to heaven; and
there the oangels of God were pas-
cending and descending on it.

13And behold, the LORD stood
above it and said: “I am the LORD
God of Abraham your father and the
God of Isaac; the q land on which
you lie I will rgive to you and your
descendants.

14“Also your descendants shall be
sas the dust of the earth; you shall
spread abroad to the twest and the
east, to the north and the south; and
in you and in your useed vall the
families of the earth shall be blessed.

27:45 bring you from there. Rebekah never saw Jacob
again.

28:2 Arise. Jacob was now 77 years old.
28:9 Mahalath. Called Basemath in Gen. 36:3.

Padan Aram: the plain of Syria. The area in northern
Mesopotamia surrounding Haran where Jacob resided
with his uncle Laban.



the sheep, and put the stone back in
its place on the well’s mouth.

4And Jacob said to them, “My
brethren, where are you from?” And
they said, “We are from kHaran.”

5Then he said to them, “Do you
know lLaban the son of Nahor?”
And they said, “We know him.”

6So he said to them, “Is he well?”
And they said, “He is well. And
look, his daughter Rachel is mcom-
ing with the sheep.”

7Then he said, “Look, it is still
high day; it is not time for the cattle
to be gathered together. Water the
sheep, and go and feed them.”

8But they said, “We cannot until
all the flocks are gathered together,
and they have rolled the stone from
the well’s mouth; then we water
the sheep.”

9Now while he was still speaking
with them, Rachel came with her
father’s sheep, for she was a shep-
herdess.

10And it came to pass, when Ja-
cob saw Rachel the daughter of La-
ban his mother’s brother, and the
sheep of Laban his mother’s broth-
er, that Jacob went near and rolled
the stone from the well’s mouth,
and watered the flock of Laban his
mother’s brother.

11Then Jacob kissed Rachel, and
lifted up his voice and wept.

12And Jacob told Rachel that he
was her father’s relative and that he
was Rebekah’s nson. So she ran and
told her father.

13Then it came to pass, when La-
ban heard the report about Jacob his
sister’s son, that he oran to meet
him, and embraced him and kissed
him, and brought him to his house.
So he told Laban all these things.

14And Laban said to him, “Surely
you are my pbone and my flesh.”

15“Behold, I am awith you and
will keep you wherever you go, and
will bring you bback to this land; for
I will not c leave you until I have
done what I have spoken to you.”

16Then Jacob awoke from his
sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is
in this dplace, and I did not know
it.”

17And he was afraid and said,
“How awesome is this place! This is
none other than the house of God,
and this is the gate of heaven!”

18Then Jacob rose early in the
morning, and took the stone that he
had put at his head, set it up as a
epillar, and poured oil on top of it.

19And he called the name of fthat
place Bethel; but the name of that
city had been Luz previously.

20Then Jacob gmade a vow, say-
ing, “If God will be with me, and
keep me in this way that I am going,
and give me bread to eat and cloth-
ing to put on,

21“so that I come back to my fa-
ther’s house in peace, then the LORD
shall be my God.

22“And this stone which I have
set as a pillar shall be God’s house,
and of all that You give me I will
surely give a htenth to You.”

Jacob reaches Haran and
marries Leah and Rachel

29SO Jacob went on his jour-
ney and came to the land of

the people of the iEast.
2And he looked, and saw a jwell

in the field; and behold, there were
three flocks of sheep lying by it; for
out of that well they watered the
flocks. A large stone was on the
well’s mouth.

3Now all the flocks would be gath-
ered there; and they would roll the
stone from the well’s mouth, water
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28:19 Bethel. Literally the house of God. Compare
Gen. 35:7. Bethel becomes, because of Jacob’s night vision
there, one of the significant places of Scripture. To the
Christian it stands for a realization, however imperfect, of
the heavenly and spiritual contents of faith, answering to
Paul’s prayer in Eph. 1:17–23.

28:20 If. Or Since.
29:1 came to the land. Jacob at Haran is a striking illus-

tration of the nation descended from him in its present long
dispersion. Like Israel, he (1) was out of the place of blessing

(Gen. 26:3); (2) was without an altar (Hos. 3:4–5); (3) gained
an evil name (Gen. 31:1; Rom. 2:17–24); but (4) was under
the covenant care of the LORD (Gen. 28:13–15; Rom. 11:1,
25–31); and (5) was ultimately brought back (Gen. 31:3;
35:1–4; Ezek. 37:21–23). The personal lesson is obvious:
while Jacob was not forsaken, he was permitted to reap the
shame and sorrow of his self-chosen way.

Rachel: ewe. The wife of Jacob whom he loved.
Mother of Joseph and Benjamin, Jacob’s favorite sons.



And he stayed with him for a
month.

15Then Laban said to Jacob, “Be-
cause you are my relative, should
you therefore serve me for nothing?
Tell me, awhat should your wages
be? ”

16Now Laban had two daughters:
the name of the elder was Leah, and
the name of the younger was Ra-
chel.

17Leah’s eyes were delicate, but
Rachel was bbeautiful of form and
appearance.

18Now Jacob loved Rachel; so he
said, “I will serve you seven years
for Rachel your younger daughter.”

19And Laban said, “It is better
that I give her to you than that I
should give her to another man.
Stay with me.”

20So Jacob served seven years for
Rachel, and they seemed only a few
days to him because of the love he
had for her.

21Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give
me my wife, for my days are ful-
filled, that I may go in to her.”

22And Laban gathered together all
the men of the place and made a
cfeast.

23Now it came to pass in the
evening, that he took Leah his
daughter and brought her to Jacob;
and he went in to her.

24And Laban gave his maid dZil-
pah to his daughter Leah as a maid.

25So it came to pass in the morn-
ing, that behold, it was Leah. And
he said to Laban, “What is this you
have done to me? Was it not for Ra-
chel that I served you? Why then
have you edeceived me?”

26And Laban said, “It must not be
done so in our country, to give the
younger before the firstborn.

27“Fulfill her fweek, and we will
give you this one also for the service
which you will serve with me still
another seven years.”

28Then Jacob did so and fulfilled
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her week. So he gave him his
daughter Rachel as wife also.

29And Laban gave his maid gBil-
hah to his daughter Rachel as a maid.

30Then Jacob also went in to Ra-
chel, and he also h loved Rachel
more than Leah. And he served with
Laban still another seven years.

31When the LORD saw that Leah
was unloved, He opened her womb;
but Rachel was barren.

32So Leah conceived and bore a
son, and she called his name Reu-
ben; for she said, “The LORD has
surely ilooked on my affliction. Now
therefore, my husband will love
me.”

33Then she conceived again and
bore a son, and said, “Because the
LORD has heard that I am unloved,
He has therefore given me this son
also.” And she called his name Sim-
eon.

34She conceived again and bore a
son, and said, “Now this time my
husband will become attached to
me, because I have borne him three
sons.” Therefore his name was
called Levi.

35And she conceived again and
bore a son, and said, “Now I will
praise the LORD.” Therefore she
called his name Judah. Then she
stopped bearing.

Jacob’s family grows

30NOW when Rachel saw that
she bore Jacob jno children,

Rachel envied her sister, and said to
Jacob, “Give me children, or else I
die!”

2And Jacob’s anger was aroused
against Rachel, and he said, “Am I
in the kplace of God, who has with-
held from you the fruit of the
womb?”

3So she said, “Here is my maid
Bilhah; go in to her, and she will
bear a child on my knees, that I also
may have children by her.”

4Then she gave him Bilhah her

Leah: languid. Sister of Rachel. Wife of Jacob. Her fa-
ther tricked Jacob into marrying her. Mother of six sons.

29:17 eyes were delicate. Literally weak-eyed.
29:28 gave him his daughter Rachel. Jacob did not

have to wait seven more years for Rachel, who was given

to him immediately. But Jacob had to work seven more
years without wages (v. 30).

29:32 Reuben. Literally see, a son.
29:33 Simeon. Literally hearing.
29:34 Levi. Literally joined, attached. Num. 18:2–4.
29:35 Judah. Literally praise.



she conceived and bore Jacob a fifth
son.

18Leah said, “God has given me
my wages, because I have given my
maid to my husband.” So she called
his name Issachar.

19Then Leah conceived again and
bore Jacob a sixth son.

20And Leah said, “God has en-
dowed me with a good endowment;
now my husband will dwell with
me, because I have borne him six
sons.” So she called his name Zebu-
lun.

21Afterward she bore a cdaughter,
and called her name Dinah.

22Then God dremembered Ra-
chel, and God listened to her and
opened her womb.

23And she conceived and bore a
son, and said, “God has taken away
my ereproach.”

24So she called his name Joseph,
and said, “The LORD shall fadd to
me another son.”

God multiplies Jacob’s cattle
25And it came to pass, when Ra-

chel had borne Joseph, that Jacob
said to Laban, “Send me away, that I
may go to my own place and to my
country.

26“Give me my wives and my chil-
dren for whom I have gserved you,
and let me go; for you know my ser-
vice which I have done for you.”

27And Laban said to him, “Please
stay, if I have found favor in your
eyes, for I have learned by experi-
ence that the LORD has blessed me
for your hsake.”

28Then he said, “Name me your
wages, and I will give it.”

29So Jacob said to him, “You
know how I have served you and
how your livestock has been with
me.

30“For what you had before I

maid as awife, and Jacob went in to
her.

5And Bilhah conceived and bore
Jacob a son.

6Then Rachel said, “God has
judged my case; and He has also
heard my voice and given me a son.”
Therefore she called his name Dan.

7And Rachel’s maid Bilhah con-
ceived again and bore Jacob a sec-
ond son.

8Then Rachel said, “With great
wrestlings I have wrestled with my
sister, and indeed I have prevailed.”
So she called his name Naphtali.

9When Leah saw that she had
stopped bearing, she took Zilpah
her maid and gave her to Jacob as
wife.

10And Leah’s maid Zilpah bore Ja-
cob a son.

11Then Leah said, “A troop
comes!”* So she called his name
Gad.

12And Leah’s maid Zilpah bore Ja-
cob a second son.

13Then Leah said, “I am happy, for
the daughters will call me blessed.”
So she called his name Asher.

14Now Reuben went in the days
of wheat harvest and found bman-
drakes in the field, and brought
them to his mother Leah. Then Ra-
chel said to Leah, “Please give me
some of your son’s mandrakes.”

15But she said to her, “Is it a small
matter that you have taken away my
husband? Would you take away my
son’s mandrakes also?” And Rachel
said, “Therefore he will lie with you
tonight for your son’s mandrakes.”

16When Jacob came out of the
field in the evening, Leah went out
to meet him and said, “You must
come in to me, for I have surely
hired you with my son’s man-
drakes.” And he lay with her that
night.

17And God listened to Leah, and
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*30:11 Following Qere, Syriac, and Targum;
Kethib, Septuagint, and Vulgate read in fortune.

30:6 Dan. Literally judging.
30:8 Naphtali. Literally wrestling.
30:11 Gad. Literally a troop.
30:13 Asher. Literally happy.
30:18 Issachar. Literally hire.
30:20 Zebulun. Literally dwelling.
30:21 Dinah. Literally judgment.

Joseph: he shall add. Favorite son of Jacob who was
hated by his brothers and sold into slavery in Egypt.
God rewarded Joseph for his obedience by making
him a great ruler in Egypt thus enabling him to save
his family from starvation during a great famine.

30:27 I have learned. Literally I have divined.



came was little, and it has increased
to a great amount; the LORD has
blessed you since my coming. And
now, when shall I also aprovide for
my own house?”

31So he said, “What shall I give
you?” And Jacob said, “You shall not
give me anything. If you will do this
thing for me, I will again feed and
keep your flocks:

32“Let me pass through all your
flock today, removing from there all
the speckled and spotted sheep, and
all the brown ones among the
lambs, and the spotted and speckled
among the goats; and these shall be
my bwages.

33“So my righteousness will an-
swer for me in time to come, when
the subject of my wages comes be-
fore you: every one that is not
speckled and spotted among the
goats, and brown among the lambs,
will be considered stolen, if it is
with me.”

34And Laban said, “Oh, that it
were according to your word!”

35So he removed that day the
male goats that were cspeckled and
spotted, all the female goats that
were speckled and spotted, every
one that had some white in it, and
all the brown ones among the
lambs, and gave them into the hand
of his sons.

36Then he put three days’ journey
between himself and Jacob, and Ja-
cob fed the rest of Laban’s flocks.

37Now Jacob took for himself rods
of green poplar and of the almond
and chestnut trees, peeled white
strips in them, and exposed the
white which was in the rods.

38And the rods which he had
peeled, he set before the flocks in
the gutters, in the watering troughs
where the flocks came to drink, so
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that they should conceive when
they came to drink.

39So the flocks conceived before
the rods, and the flocks brought
forth streaked, speckled, and spot-
ted.

40Then Jacob separated the
lambs, and made the flocks face to-
ward the streaked and all the brown
in the flock of Laban; but he put his
own flocks by themselves and did
not put them with Laban’s flock.

41And it came to pass, whenever
the stronger livestock conceived,
that Jacob placed the rods before
the eyes of the livestock in the gut-
ters, that they might conceive
among the rods.

42But when the flocks were fee-
ble, he did not put them in; so the
feebler were Laban’s and the
stronger Jacob’s.

43Thus the man became exceed-
ingly dprosperous, and had e large
flocks, female and male servants,
and camels and donkeys.

30:32 all the speckled and spotted sheep. It was God’s
control over the breeding process operating through the
laws of heredity, not Jacob’s highly dubious scheme of pre-
natal influence, that produced the increase in the colored
animal progeny. Compare Gen. 31:11–12, where the An-
gel of God showed Jacob what was really happening: “Lift
your eyes now and see, all the rams which leap on the
flocks are streaked, speckled and gray-spotted.” This is rec-
ognized by Jacob’s own testimony: “So God has taken
away the livestock of your father” (31:9).
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portion or inheritance for us in our
father’s house?

15“Are we not considered
strangers by him? For he has sold
us, and also completely consumed
our money.

16“For all these riches which God
has taken from our father are really
ours and our children’s; now then,
whatever God has said to you, do it.”

17Then Jacob rose and set his
sons and his wives on camels.

18And he carried away all his live-
stock and all his possessions which
he had gained, his acquired live-
stock which he had gained in Padan
Aram, to go to his father Isaac in the
land of nCanaan.

19Now Laban had gone to shear
his sheep, and Rachel had stolen
the household idols that were her
father’s.

20And Jacob stole away, unknown
to Laban the Syrian, in that he did
not tell him that he intended to flee.

21So he fled with all that he had.
He arose and crossed the river, and
headed toward the mountains of
Gilead.

22And Laban was told on the
third day that Jacob had fled.

23Then he took his brethren with
him and pursued him for seven
days’ journey, and he overtook him
in the mountains of Gilead.

24But God had come to Laban the
Syrian in a odream by night, and said
to him, “Be careful that you speak to
Jacob neither good nor bad.”

25So Laban overtook Jacob. Now
Jacob had pitched his tent in the
mountains, and Laban with his
brethren pitched in the mountains
of Gilead.

26And Laban said to Jacob: “What
have you done, that you have stolen
away unknown to me, and carried
away my daughters like captives
taken with the sword?

27“Why did you flee away secret-
ly, and steal away from me, and not
tell me; for I might have sent you
away with joy and songs, with tim-
brel and harp?

28“And you did not allow me to
kiss my sons and my daughters.
Now you have done foolishly in so
doing.

God orders Jacob back to Bethel

31NOW Jacob heard the words
of Laban’s sons, saying, “Ja-

cob has taken away all that was our
father’s, and from what was our fa-
ther’s he has acquired all this
wealth.”

2And Jacob saw the countenance
of Laban, and indeed it was not fa-
vorable toward him as before.

3Then the LORD said to Jacob,
a“Return to the land of your fathers
and to your family, and I will bbe
with you.”

4So Jacob sent and called Rachel
and Leah to the field, to his flock,

5and said to them, “I see your fa-
ther’s countenance, that it is not fa-
vorable toward me as before; but
the God of my father chas been with
me.

6“And you dknow that with all my
might I have eserved your father.

7“Yet your father has deceived me
and changed my wages ten times, but
God did not allow him to hurt me.

8“If he said thus: ‘The fspeckled
shall be your wages,’ then all the
flocks bore speckled. And if he said
thus: ‘The streaked shall be your
wages,’ then all the flocks bore
streaked.

9g“So God has taken away the
livestock of your father and given
them to me.

10“And it happened, at the time
when the flocks conceived, that I
lifted my eyes and saw in a hdream,
and behold, the rams which leaped
upon the flocks were streaked,
speckled, and gray-spotted.

11“Then the iAngel of God spoke
to me in a dream, saying, ‘Jacob.’
And I said, ‘Here I am.’

12“And He said, ‘Lift your eyes
now and see, all the rams which leap
on the flocks are streaked, speckled,
and gray-spotted; for I have jseen all
that Laban is doing to you.

13‘I am the kGod of lBethel,
where you anointed the pillar and
where you made a vow to Me. Now
arise, get out of this land, and mre-
turn to the land of your family.’ ”

Flight of Jacob
14Then Rachel and Leah answered

and said to him, “Is there still any
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29“It is in my power to do you
harm, but the God of your father
spoke to me last night, saying, ‘Be
careful that you speak to Jacob nei-
ther good nor bad.’

30“And now you have surely gone
because you greatly long for your fa-
ther’s house, but why did you steal
my gods?”

31Then Jacob answered and said
to Laban, “Because I was aafraid, for
I said, ‘Perhaps you would take your
daughters from me by force.’

32b“With whomever you find
your gods, do not let him live. In
the presence of our brethren, iden-
tify what I have of yours and take it
with you.” For Jacob did not know
that Rachel had stolen them.

33And Laban went into Jacob’s
tent, into Leah’s tent, and into the
two maids’ tents, but he did not find
them. Then he went out of Leah’s
tent and entered Rachel’s tent.

34Now Rachel had taken the
household idols, put them in the
camel’s saddle, and sat on them.
And Laban searched all about the
tent but did not find them.

35And she said to her father, “Let
it not displease my lord that I can-
not rise before you, for the manner
of women is with me.” And he
searched but did not find the house-
hold idols.

36Then Jacob was angry and re-
buked Laban, and Jacob answered
and said to Laban: “What is my tres-
pass? What is my sin, that you have
so hotly pursued me?

37“Although you have searched
all my things, what part of your
household things have you found?
Set it here before my brethren and
your brethren, that they may judge
between us both!

38“These twenty years I have
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been with you; your ewes and your
female goats have not miscarried
their young, and I have not eaten
the rams of your flock.

39“That which was torn by beasts
I did not bring to you; I bore the
closs of it. You required it from my
hand, whether stolen by day or
stolen by night.

40“There I was! In the day the
drought consumed me, and the frost
by night, and my sleep departed
from my eyes.

41“Thus I have been in your house
dtwenty years; I served you fourteen
years for your two daughters, and six
years for your flock, and you have
changed my wages ten times.

42“Unless the God of my father,
the God of Abraham and the Fear of
Isaac, had been with me, surely
now you would have sent me away
empty-handed. God has eseen my
affliction and the labor of my hands,
and rebuked you last night.”

43And Laban answered and said
to Jacob, “These daughters are my
daughters, and these children are
my children, and this flock is my
flock; all that you see is mine. But
what can I do this day to these my
daughters or to their children
whom they have borne?

44“Now therefore, come, let us
make a fcovenant, you and I, and let
it be a witness between you and
me.”

45So Jacob took a gstone and set it
up as a pillar.

46Then Jacob said to his brethren,
“Gather stones.” And they took
stones and made a heap, and they
ate there on the heap.

47Laban called it Jegar Sahadutha,
but Jacob called it Galeed.

48And Laban said, “This heap is a
witness between you and me this

31:30 did you steal my gods. This incident has long
been a puzzle. Why was Laban so greatly concerned about
recovering these idols which Rachel had stolen (v. 19)? At-
tempting to recapture them he conducted a long and ex-
pensive expedition.

Excavations at Nuzi in northern Mesopotamia, in the re-
gion in which Laban lived, show that the possession of the
household gods of a father-in-law by a son-in-law was
legally acceptable as proof of the designation of that son-
in-law as principal heir. This not only explains the story but

also proves that it was written at a time when the facts
were so well-known that no explanation was needed. It is
no wonder that Jacob was very angry that he should be ac-
cused of such a deed (v. 36), and that the two men set up a
boundary and promised not to cross it to injure one anoth-
er (vv. 45–52). Jacob never made evil use of these idols
which Rachel had stolen, but ordered that they should be
buried at Shechem (Gen. 35:2–4).

31:47 Jegar Sahadutha. Literally (Aramaic) the heap of
witness. Galeed. Literally (Hebrew) the heap of witness.



5“I have oxen, donkeys, flocks,
and male and female servants; and I
have sent to tell my lord, that I may
find favor in your sight.” ’ ”

6Then the messengers returned
to Jacob, saying, “We came to your
brother Esau, and he also is coming
to meet you, and four hundred men
are with him.”

7So Jacob was greatly dafraid and
distressed; and he divided the peo-
ple that were with him, and the
flocks and herds and camels, into
two companies.

8And he said, “If Esau comes to
the one company and attacks it,
then the other company which is
left will escape.”

9Then Jacob esaid, “O God of my
father Abraham and God of my fa-
ther Isaac, the LORD who said to me,
f‘Return to your country and to your
family, and I will deal well with
you’:

10“I am not worthy of the least of
all the gmercies and of all the truth
which You have shown Your ser-
vant; for I crossed over this Jordan
with my staff, and now I have be-
come two companies.

11“Deliver me, I pray, from the
hand of my brother, from the hand
of Esau; for I fear him, lest he come
and attack me and the mother with
the children.

12“For You hsaid, ‘I will surely
treat you well, and make your de-
scendants as the isand of the sea,
which cannot be numbered for mul-
titude.’ ”

13So he lodged there that same
night, and took what came to his
hand as a present for Esau his broth-
er:

14two hundred female goats and
twenty male goats, two hundred
ewes and twenty rams,

15thirty milk camels with their
colts, forty cows and ten bulls, twen-
ty female donkeys and ten foals.

day.” Therefore its name was called
Galeed,

49also Mizpah, because he said,
“May the LORD watch between you
and me when we are absent one
from another.

50“If you afflict my daughters, or
if you take other wives besides my
daughters, although no man is with
us—see, God is witness between
you and me!”

51Then Laban said to Jacob,
“Here is this heap and here is this
pillar, which I have placed between
you and me.

52“This heap is a witness, and
this pillar is a witness, that I will
not pass beyond this heap to you,
and you will not pass beyond this
heap and this pillar to me, for harm.

53“The God of Abraham, the God
of Nahor, and the God of their father
judge between us.” And Jacob swore
by the aFear of his father Isaac.

54Then Jacob offered a sacrifice
on the mountain, and called his
brethren to eat bread. And they ate
bread and stayed all night on the
mountain.

55And early in the morning Laban
arose, and bkissed his sons and
daughters and blessed them. Then
Laban departed and returned to his
place.

Jacob renamed Israel

32SO Jacob went on his way,
and the cangels of God met

him.
2When Jacob saw them, he said,

“This is God’s camp.” And he called
the name of that place Mahanaim.

3Then Jacob sent messengers be-
fore him to Esau his brother in the
land of Seir, the country of Edom.

4And he commanded them, say-
ing, “Speak thus to my lord Esau,
‘Thus your servant Jacob says: “I
have dwelt with Laban and stayed
there until now.

32:7

d Gen. 31:31;
35:3
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e Bible prayers
(OT): vv. 9-12;
Ex. 32:11. (Gen.
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31:49 Mizpah. Literally watchtower. May the LORD
watch. Often used incorrectly as a benediction, in their
original context these words were, rather, a malediction.
Laban and Jacob distrusted one another. At their parting
Jacob had a heap of stones erected as a witness of his
covenant with Laban, and Laban said that the stones
would serve as a reminder that God was watching the

way in which Jacob would treat Leah and Rachel in the
future.

32:2 Mahanaim. Literally two hosts or bands—the visi-
ble band, Jacob and his servants; the invisible band, God’s
angels. Compare 2 Kin. 6:13–17.

32:3 Edom. Esau’s country. Gen. 25:30. See Gen. 36:1,
note.



16Then he delivered them to the
hand of his servants, every drove by
itself, and said to his servants, “Pass
over before me, and put some dis-
tance between successive droves.”

17And he commanded the first
one, saying, “When Esau my broth-
er meets you and asks you, saying,
‘To whom do you belong, and
where are you going? Whose are
these in front of you?’

18“then you shall say, ‘They are
your servant Jacob’s. It is a present
sent to my lord Esau; and behold,
he also is behind us.’ ”

19So he commanded the second,
the third, and all who followed the
droves, saying, “In this manner you
shall speak to Esau when you find
him;

20“and also say, ‘Behold, your ser-
vant Jacob is behind us.’ ” For he
said, “I will appease him with the
present that goes before me, and af-
terward I will see his face; perhaps
he will accept me.”

21So the present went on over be-
fore him, but he himself lodged that
night in the camp.

22And he arose that night and
took his two wives, his two female
servants, and his eleven sons, and
crossed over the ford of aJabbok.

23He took them, sent them over
the brook, and sent over what he
had.

24Then Jacob was left alone; and a
Man bwrestled with him until the
breaking of day.

25Now when He saw that He did
not prevail against him, He touched
the socket of his hip; and the socket
of Jacob’s hip was out of joint as He
wrestled with him.

26And He said, “Let Me go, for

32:29

c Gen. 35:9
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d Is. 6:5; see John
1:18, note; cp.
Gen. 12:7, note
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the day breaks.” But he said, “I will
not let You go unless You bless me!”

27So He said to him, “What is
your name?” He said, “Jacob.”

28And He said, “Your name shall
no longer be called Jacob, but Israel;
for you have struggled with God and
with men, and have prevailed.”

29Then Jacob asked, saying, “Tell
me Your name, I pray.” And He
said, “Why is it that you ask about
My name?” And He cblessed him
there.

30So Jacob called the name of the
place Peniel: “For I have dseen God
face to face, and my life is pre-
served.”

31Just as he crossed over Penuel
the sun rose on him, and he limped
on his hip.

32Therefore to this day the chil-
dren of Israel do not eat the muscle
that shrank, which is on the hip
socket, because He touched the
socket of Jacob’s hip in the muscle
that shrank.

Jacob humbles himself and
is forgiven by Esau

33NOW Jacob lifted his eyes
and looked, and there, Esau

was coming, and with him were
four hundred men. So he divided
the children among Leah, Rachel,
and the two maidservants.

2And he put the maidservants
and their children in front, Leah
and her children behind, and Ra-
chel and Joseph last.

3Then he crossed over before
them and bowed himself to the
ground seven times, until he came
near to his brother.

4But Esau ran to meet him, and

32:24 wrestled. Jacob’s crisis. Compare Josh. 5:13–15;
Job 42:5–6; Is. 6:1–8; Jer. 1:4–9; Ezek. 1:28; 2:1–7; Dan.
10:1–12; Acts 9:1–6; Rev. 1:13–18.

32:28 Jacob. Both names, Jacob and Israel, are applied
to the nation descended from Jacob. Israel. Literally he
who strives with God; or God strives; or God rules.

Peniel: the face of God. The place where Jacob wres-
tled with the angel of God. There God blessed him
and changed his name to Israel.

32:30 face to face. The concept of seeing the face of
God is not always the same in Scripture. In Ex. 33:20 God

said to Moses, “You cannot see My face; for no man shall
see Me, and live,” but at that time God did reveal Himself
to Moses by a manifestation of His glory. When Jacob said
that he had seen the LORD face to face, he simply meant
that he had looked upon a divine Being, the Angel of the
LORD, not that he had beheld God in all of His resplendent
glory, which no man could look upon, even as we cannot
look upon the sun without being blinded. All that these
passages imply culminates in man’s beholding the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ (compare Ps. 27:8; 2 Cor.
4:6; see Gen. 12:7 and John 1:18, notes).

32:31 Penuel. Another form of Peniel. Compare v. 30.



“What need is there? Let me find
favor in the sight of my lord.”

16So Esau returned that day on
his way to Seir.

Jacob worships
17And Jacob journeyed to Suc-

coth, built himself a house, and
made booths for his livestock.
Therefore the name of the place is
called Succoth.

18Then Jacob came safely to the
city of dShechem, which is in the
land of Canaan, when he came from
Padan Aram; and he pitched his
tent before the city.

19And he ebought the parcel of
land, where he had pitched his tent,
from the children of Hamor, She-
chem’s father, for one hundred
pieces of money.

20Then he erected an altar there
and called it El Elohe Israel.

Sin in Jacob’s family

34NOW fDinah the daughter of
Leah, whom she had borne

to Jacob, went out to see the daugh-
ters of the land.

2And when Shechem the son of
Hamor the Hivite, prince of the
country, saw her, he took her and
lay with her, and violated her.

3His soul was strongly attracted to
Dinah the daughter of Jacob, and he
loved the young woman and spoke
kindly to the young woman.

4So Shechem spoke to his father
Hamor, saying, “Get me this young
woman as a wife.”

5And Jacob heard that he had de-
filed Dinah his daughter. Now his
sons were with his livestock in the
field; so Jacob held his peace until
they came.

6Then Hamor the father of She-
chem went out to Jacob to speak
with him.

7And the sons of Jacob came in
from the field when they heard it;

embraced him, and fell on his neck
and kissed him, and they wept.

5And he lifted his eyes and saw
the women and children, and said,
“Who are these with you?” So he
said, “The children whom God has
graciously given your servant.”

6Then the maidservants came
near, they and their children, and
bowed down.

7And Leah also came near with
her children, and they bowed
down. Afterward Joseph and Rachel
came near, and they bowed down.

8Then Esau said, “What do you
mean by all this company which I
met?” And he said, “These are to
afind favor in the sight of my lord.”

9But Esau said, “I have enough,
my brother; keep what you have for
yourself.”

10And Jacob said, “No, please, if I
have now found favor in your sight,
then receive my present from my
hand, inasmuch as I have seen your
face as though I had seen the face of
God, and you were pleased with me.

11“Please, take my blessing that is
brought to you, because God has
dealt bgraciously with me, and be-
cause I have enough.” So he urged
him, and he took it.

12Then Esau said, “Let us take
our journey; let us go, and I will go
before you.”

13But Jacob said to him, “My lord
knows that the children are weak,
and the flocks and herds which are
nursing are with me. And if the
men should drive them hard one
day, all the flock will die.

14“Please let my lord go on ahead
before his servant. I will lead on
slowly at a pace which the livestock
that go before me, and the children,
are able to endure, until I come to
my lord in cSeir.”

15And Esau said, “Now let me
leave with you some of the people
who are with me.” But he said,
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See Ps. 60:6,
note
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33:14 until I come. Not all at once does “Jacob” cease
to dominate the walk of “Israel.” Compare Gen. 35:1–10,
where the walk becomes according to the new name.

33:17 Succoth. Literally booths (of branches).
33:20 El Elohe Israel. Literally God, the God of Israel.

This was an act of faith on Jacob’s part. In calling the altar
El-Elohe-Israel, not only did he appropriate his new name

but also claimed Elohim in a new sense, as the God
through whom alone he could walk according to this new
name. See Gen. 14:18–23 (with note at v. 18) for a similar
appropriation by Abraham.

Dinah: vindicated. Daughter of Jacob and Leah who
was raped by Shechem, the Hivite.



and the men were grieved and very
angry, because he had adone a dis-
graceful thing in Israel by lying with
Jacob’s daughter, a thing which
ought not to be done.

8But Hamor spoke with them,
saying, “The soul of my son She-
chem longs for your daughter.
Please give her to him as a wife.

9“And make marriages with us;
give your daughters to us, and take
our daughters to yourselves.

10“So you shall dwell with us, and
the land shall be before you. Dwell
and trade in it, and acquire posses-
sions for yourselves in it.”

11Then Shechem said to her fa-
ther and her brothers, “Let me find
favor in your eyes, and whatever
you say to me I will give.

12“Ask me ever so much dowry
and gift, and I will give according to
what you say to me; but give me the
young woman as a wife.”

13But the sons of Jacob answered
Shechem and Hamor his father, and
spoke bdeceitfully, because he had
defiled Dinah their sister.

14And they said to them, “We
cannot do this thing, to give our sis-
ter to one who is cuncircumcised,
for that would be a dreproach to us.

15“But on this condition we will
consent to you: If you will become
as we are, if every male of you is cir-
cumcised,

16“then we will give our daugh-
ters to you, and we will take your
daughters to us; and we will dwell
with you, and we will become one
people.

17“But if you will not heed us and
be circumcised, then we will take
our daughter and be gone.”

18And their words pleased Hamor
and Shechem, Hamor’s son.

19So the young man did not delay
to do the thing, because he delight-
ed in Jacob’s daughter. He was more
honorable than all the household of
his father.

20And Hamor and Shechem his
son came to the egate of their city,
and spoke with the men of their
city, saying:

21“These men are at peace with
us. Therefore let them dwell in the
land and trade in it. For indeed the
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land is large enough for them. Let us
take their daughters to us as wives,
and let us give them our daughters.

22“Only on this condition will the
men consent to dwell with us, to be
one people: if every male among us
is circumcised as they are circum-
cised.

23“Will not their livestock, their
property, and every animal of theirs
be ours? Only let us consent to
them, and they will dwell with us.”

24And all who went out of the
gate of his city heeded Hamor and
Shechem his son; every male was
circumcised, all who went out of
the gate of his city.

25Now it came to pass on the
third day, when they were in pain,
that two of the sons of Jacob, fSime-
on and gLevi, Dinah’s brothers,
each took his sword and came bold-
ly upon the city and killed all the
males.

26And they hkilled Hamor and
Shechem his son with the edge of
the sword, and took Dinah from
Shechem’s house, and went out.

27The sons of Jacob came upon
the slain, and plundered the city, be-
cause their sister had been defiled.

28They took their sheep, their
oxen, and their donkeys, what was
in the city and what was in the field,

29and all their wealth. All their
little ones and their wives they took
captive; and they plundered even all
that was in the houses.

30Then Jacob said to Simeon and
Levi, “You have troubled me by
making me obnoxious among the
inhabitants of the land, among the
Canaanites and the Perizzites; and
since I am few in number, they will
gather themselves together against

33:20 NAMES OF GOD IN GENESIS

God Genesis 1:1
LORD God Genesis 2:4
LORD Genesis 4:4
God Most High Genesis 14:18
Lord GOD Genesis 15:2
You-Are-the-God-Who-Sees Genesis 16:13
Almighty God Genesis 17:1
Everlasting God Genesis 21:33
God of Bethel Genesis 31:13



to God, who answered me in the day
of my distress and has been cwith
me in the way which I have gone.”

4So they gave Jacob all the foreign
gods which were in their hands,
and the earrings which were in
their ears; and Jacob hid them un-
der the terebinth tree which was by
Shechem.

5And they journeyed, and the ter-
ror of God was upon the cities that
were all around them, and they did
not pursue the sons of Jacob.

6So Jacob came to dLuz (that is,
Bethel), which is in the land of Ca-
naan, he and all the people who
were with him.

7And he built an ealtar there and
called the place El Bethel, because
there God appeared to him when he
fled from the face of his brother.

8Now Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse,
died, and she was buried below
Bethel under the terebinth tree. So
the name of it was called Allon
Bachuth.

9Then God fappeared to Jacob
again, when he came from Padan
Aram, and gblessed him.

10And God said to him, “Your
name is Jacob; hyour name shall not
be called Jacob anymore, but Israel
shall be your name.” So He called
his name Israel.

11Also God said to him: “I am
iGod Almighty. jBe fruitful and mul-
tiply; a knation and a lcompany of
nations shall proceed from you, and
kings shall come from your body.

12“The mland which I gave Abra-
ham and Isaac I give to you; and to
your descendants after you I give
this land.”

13Then God went up from him in
the place where He talked with him.

14So Jacob set up a npillar in the
place where He talked with him, a
pillar of stone; and he poured a drink
offering on it, and he poured oil on it.

me and kill me. I shall be destroyed,
my household and I.”

31But they said, “Should he treat
our sister like a harlot?”

Jacob, the wanderer, returns
to Bethel: communion restored

35THEN God said to Jacob,
“Arise, go up to aBethel and

dwell there; and make an altar there
to God, who appeared to you when
you fled from the face of Esau your
brother.”

2And Jacob said to his household
and to all who were with him, b“Put
away the foreign gods that are
among you, purify yourselves, and
change your garments.

3“Then let us arise and go up to
Bethel; and I will make an altar there
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35:7 El Bethel. Compare Gen. 28:19, where it was the
place, as the scene of the ladder-vision, which impressed
Jacob. He called the place “Bethel,” that is, the house of
God. Now it is the God of the place, rather than the place,
and he calls it “El Bethel,” that is, the God of the house of
God. See Gen. 33:20, note.

35:8 Allon Bachuth. Literally the oak of weeping.
35:14 drink offering. The first mention of the drink

35:1 THE FIRST REVIVAL

This is the first revival recorded in the Bible and it has
nearly all the salient features of the many subsequent
revivals described in the OT. They are:

(1) revival is often, as here, preceded by a period of
gross iniquity, disgrace, and consequent fear (34:30–31);

(2) it is initiated by a word from God, direct or
through a consecrated leader—”God said”;

(3) there must be a forsaking of all that is displeasing to
God—”Put away the foreign gods . . . purify yourselves”
(v. 2);

(4) there is a corresponding return to obedience to
God’s revealed will—”go up to Bethel,” “make an altar”;

(5) past blessings are remembered—”who appeared
to you when you fled,” “answered me in the day of my
distress”;

(6) those who genuinely seek to serve the Lord are
assured of divine protection from their enemies—”they
did not pursue” (v. 5);

(7) revival is accompanied by a new revelation of the
character of God (v. 11);

(8) the promises of God are renewed and a revelation
of the possibility of a higher spiritual life is given (vv.
10–11);

(9) revival may prove to have been God’s prepara-
tion for meeting a coming test or bereavement, as here
in the death of Rachel (vv. 16–20); and

(10) later OT revivals almost always are marked by a
resumption of the offering of blood sacrifices. For other
revivals of the OT see the following: under King Asa
(2 Chr. 15:1–15); under King Jehoash (2 Kin. 11—12;
2 Chr. 23—24); under King Hezekiah (2 Kin. 18:4–7;
and especially 2 Chr. 29—31); under Josiah (2 Kin.
22—23; 2 Chr. 34—35); in Nineveh (Jon. 3); at the time
of Zerubbabel (Ezra 5—6); and under Nehemiah (Neh.
8—9; 13:1–6).



15And Jacob called the name of
the place where God spoke with
him, Bethel.

Death of Rachel; birth of Benjamin
16Then they journeyed from Beth-

el. And when there was but a little
distance to go to Ephrath, Rachel la-
bored in childbirth, and she had
hard labor.

17Now it came to pass, when she
was in hard labor, that the midwife
said to her, “Do not fear; you will
have this son aalso.”

18And so it was, as her soul was
departing (for she died), that she
called his name Ben-Oni; but his fa-
ther called him Benjamin.

19So Rachel died and was buried
on the way to Ephrath (that is,
bBethlehem).

20And Jacob set a cpillar on her
grave, which is the pillar of Rachel’s
grave to this day.

21Then Israel journeyed and
pitched his tent beyond the tower
of Eder.

22And it happened, when Israel
dwelt in that land, that dReuben
went and lay with Bilhah his father’s
concubine; and Israel heard about it.

Now the sons of Jacob were
twelve:
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23the sons of Leah were Reuben,

Jacob’s firstborn, and Simeon, Levi,
Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun;

24the sons of Rachel were Joseph
and Benjamin;

25the sons of Bilhah, Rachel’s
maidservant, were Dan and Naphtali;

26and the sons of Zilpah, Leah’s
maidservant, were Gad and Asher.
These were the sons of Jacob who
were born to him in Padan Aram.

Jacob restored to Isaac; Isaac dies
27Then Jacob came to his father

Isaac at Mamre, or Kirjath Arba*

(that is, Hebron), where Abraham
and Isaac had dwelt.

28Now the days of Isaac were one
hundred and eighty years.

29So Isaac breathed his last and
died, and was gathered to his peo-
ple, being old and full of days. And
his sons Esau and Jacob buried him.

Genealogy of Esau (Edom)

36NOW this is the egenealogy
of Esau, who is Edom.

2Esau took his wives from the
daughters of Canaan: Adah the
daughter of Elon the fHittite; Aho-
libamah the daughter of Anah, the
daughter of Zibeon the Hivite;
*35:27 Literally Town of Arbah

offering. It is not found among the Levitical offerings of Lev.
1—7, though included in the instructions for sacrifice in
the land (Num. 15:5–7). It was always “poured,” never
drunk, and may be considered a type of Christ in the sense
of Ps. 22:14; Is. 53:12.

Bethel: house of God. A city in central Palestine where
God renewed His covenant with Jacob. Jacob built an
altar there to mark the place where he spoke with God.

35:18 Ben-Oni. Literally the son of my sorrow. Benja-
min, the son of my sorrow (Ben-Oni) to his mother, but
son of my right hand to his father, illustrates two aspects of
Christ. As Ben-Oni, He was the suffering One because of
whom a sword pierced His mother’s heart (Luke 2:35); as
Benjamin, head of the warrior tribe (Gen. 49:27), firmly
joined to Judah the kingly tribe (Gen. 49:8–12; 1 Kin.
12:21), He pictures the victorious One.

Benjamin: son of my right hand. The youngest son of
Jacob and Rachel who died giving birth to him. Jacob
cherished Benjamin after he lost his son Joseph.

35:19 Bethlehem. This is the first reference in the Bible
to Bethlehem. The word itself means house of bread. In
this city our Lord was born, appearing in the flesh which
He was to give for the life of the world. It is the city of

motherhood, but motherhood in relation to death as here
(Matt. 2:16–18; Luke 2:34–35). Bethlehem is never men-
tioned in the NT as the site of any event in the ministry of
our Lord or in the church of the first century. There has
never been any question as to the site of Bethlehem, which
is located about five miles south of Jerusalem.

35:22 sons of Jacob. Here is the first complete list of the
twelve sons of Jacob, whose births have been described in
the preceding chapters. From them came the twelve tribes
of Israel, the tribal blessings being given each of them re-
spectively at the time of Jacob’s death (Gen. 49). The names
reappear in the genealogies of 1 Chr. 2:1–2. As tribal
names, they are listed on seven different occasions in the
Book of Numbers, and appear again in the blessing of Mo-
ses (Deut. 33), in the division of the land in Josh. 15, else-
where in the OT, and finally as the twelve sealed tribes of
Rev. 7:4–8. The order in which the names are given varies.

35:29 breathed his last. How wrong Isaac had been
about the time of his death! See Gen. 27:2. He lived for
forty-three years after the incident of chapter 27, and twen-
ty-five years after Jacob returned from Padan Aram (35:27).
Jacob was away twenty years (31:41).

36:1 Edom (called “Seir,” Gen. 32:3; 36:8) is the name of
the country lying south of the ancient kingdom of Judah
and extending from the Dead Sea to the Gulf of Aqaba. It



Chief Teman, Chief Omar, Chief Ze-
pho, Chief Kenaz,

16Chief Korah,* Chief Gatam, and
Chief Amalek. These were the
chiefs of Eliphaz in the land of
Edom. They were the sons of Adah.

17These were the sons of Reuel,
Esau’s son: Chief Nahath, Chief Ze-
rah, Chief Shammah, and Chief Miz-
zah. These were the chiefs of Reuel
in the land of Edom. These were the
sons of Basemath, Esau’s wife.

18And these were the sons of
Aholibamah, Esau’s wife: Chief Je-
ush, Chief Jaalam, and Chief Korah.
These were the chiefs who descend-
ed from Aholibamah, Esau’s wife,
the daughter of Anah.

19These were the sons of Esau,
who is Edom, and these were their
chiefs.

20These were the sons of bSeir
the Horite who inhabited the land:
Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah,

21Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan.
These were the chiefs of the Horites,
the sons of Seir, in the land of Edom.

22And the sons of Lotan were
Hori and Hemam.* Lotan’s sister
was Timna.

23These were the sons of Shobal:
Alvan,* Manahath, Ebal, Shepho,*
and Onam.

24These were the sons of Zibeon:
both Ajah and Anah. This was the
Anah who found the water* in the
wilderness as he pastured the don-
keys of his father Zibeon.

25These were the children of
Anah: Dishon and Aholibamah the
daughter of Anah.

26These were the sons of Dishon:*

3and Basemath, Ishmael’s daugh-
ter, sister of Nebajoth.

4Now Adah bore Eliphaz to Esau,
and Basemath bore Reuel.

5And Aholibamah bore Jeush,
Jaalam, and Korah. These were the
sons of Esau who were born to him
in the land of Canaan.

6Then Esau took his wives, his
sons, his daughters, and all the per-
sons of his household, his cattle and
all his animals, and all his goods
which he had gained in the land of
Canaan, and went to a country away
from the presence of his brother
Jacob.

7For their possessions were too
great for them to dwell together,
and the land where they were
strangers could not support them
because of their livestock.

8So Esau dwelt in Mount Seir.
Esau is Edom.

9And this is the genealogy of Esau
the father of the Edomites in Mount
Seir.

10These were the names of Esau’s
sons: Eliphaz the son of Adah the
wife of Esau, and Reuel the son of
Basemath the wife of Esau.

11And the sons of Eliphaz were
Teman, Omar, Zepho,* Gatam, and
Kenaz.

12Now Timna was the concubine
of Eliphaz, Esau’s son, and she bore
aAmalek to Eliphaz. These were the
sons of Adah, Esau’s wife.

13These were the sons of Reuel:
Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Miz-
zah. These were the sons of Base-
math, Esau’s wife.

14These were the sons of
Aholibamah, Esau’s wife, the daugh-
ter of Anah, the daughter of Zibeon.
And she bore to Esau: Jeush, Jaalam,
and Korah.

15These were the chiefs of the
sons of Esau. The sons of Eliphaz,
the firstborn son of Esau, were

36:20

b Gen. 14:6;
Deut. 2:12,22;
1 Chr. 1:38

36:12

a Ex. 17:8-14;
1 Sam. 15:1-33
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*36:11 Spelled Zephi in 1 Chronicles 1:36
*36:16 Samaritan Pentateuch omits Chief Korah.
*36:22 Spelled Homam in 1 Chronicles 1:39
*36:23 Spelled Alian in 1 Chronicles 1:40
* Spelled Shephi in 1 Chronicles 1:40
*36:24 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate (hot
springs); Septuagint reads Jamin; Targum reads
mighty men; Talmud interprets as mules.
*36:26 Hebrew Dishan

includes the ruins of Petra, and is bounded on the north by
Moab. Peopled by descendants of Esau (Gen. 36:1–19),
Edom has a remarkable prominence in the prophetic Word
as (together with Moab) the scene of the final destruction of
Gentile world-power in the Day of the LORD. See Armaged-
don (Rev. 16:13–16; 19:17–21) and Times of the Gentiles
(Luke 21:24; Rev. 16:19). Compare Ps. 137:7; Is. 34:1–8;
63:1–6; Jer. 49:17–22; Ezek. 25:12–14; Obad. 1–21.

36:20 Horite. The Horites, or Hurrians, were complete-
ly forgotten for thousands of years. It has now been discov-
ered that they were a large group of people who settled in
northern Mesopotamia, in Syria, and in Palestine before
2000 B.C. Thousands of tablets containing their business
documents and other records have been recovered by ex-
cavation.

36:31 kings who reigned in the land. It is characteristic



Hemdan,* Eshban, Ithran, and Che-
ran.

27These were the sons of Ezer:
Bilhan, Zaavan, and Akan.*

28These were the sons of Dishan:
aUz and Aran.

29These were the chiefs of the
Horites: Chief Lotan, Chief Shobal,
Chief Zibeon, Chief Anah,

30Chief Dishon, Chief Ezer, and
Chief Dishan. These were the chiefs
of the Horites, according to their
chiefs in the land of Seir.

31Now these were the bkings who
reigned in the land of Edom before
any king reigned over the children
of Israel:

32Bela the son of Beor reigned in
Edom, and the name of his city was
Dinhabah.

33And when Bela died, Jobab the
son of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in
his place.

34When Jobab died, Husham of
the land of the Temanites reigned in
his place.

35And when Husham died, Hadad
the son of Bedad, who attacked Mid-
ian in the field of Moab, reigned in
his place. And the name of his city
was Avith.

36When Hadad died, Samlah of
Masrekah reigned in his place.

37And when Samlah died, Saul of
Rehoboth-by-the-River reigned in
his place.

37:1

c Gen. 17:8

36:28

a Job 1:1

36:31

b Gen. 17:6
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38When Saul died, Baal-Hanan the

son of Achbor reigned in his place.
39And when Baal-Hanan the son

of Achbor died, Hadar* reigned in
his place; and the name of his city
was Pau.* His wife’s name was
Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred,
the daughter of Mezahab.

40And these were the names of
the chiefs of Esau, according to
their families and their places, by
their names: Chief Timnah, Chief
Alvah,* Chief Jetheth,

41Chief Aholibamah, Chief Elah,
Chief Pinon,

42Chief Kenaz, Chief Teman,
Chief Mibzar,

43Chief Magdiel, and Chief Iram.
These were the chiefs of Edom, ac-
cording to their dwelling places in
the land of their possession. Esau
was the father of the Edomites.

History of Jacob resumed

37NOW Jacob dwelt c in the
land where his father was a

stranger, in the land of Canaan.

Joseph, the beloved of his father
2This is the history of Jacob. Jo-

seph, being seventeen years old,
was feeding the flock with his broth-
*36:26 Spelled Hamran in 1 Chronicles 1:41
*36:27 Spelled Jaakan in 1 Chronicles 1:42
*36:39 Spelled Hadad in Samaritan Pentateuch,
Syriac, and 1 Chronicles 1:50 * Spelled Pai in
1 Chronicles 1:50 *36:40 Spelled Aliah in
1 Chronicles 1:51

of Scripture that the kings of Edom should be named before
the kings of Israel. The principle is stated in 1 Cor. 15:46.
First things are “natural,” man’s best, and always fail; sec-
ond things are “spiritual,” God’s things, and succeed.
Adam—Christ; Cain—Abel; Cain’s posterity—Seth’s pos-
terity; Saul—David, etc.

The mention of kings at this point, when Israel actually
had no kings until the time of Saul (1 Sam. 10), has been
used by some as an argument against Mosaic authorship.
The answer to the objection is found in Gen. 17:6,16,
where already Abraham and Sarah were promised kings
among their descendants.

37:2 SIMILARITIES BETWEEN JOSEPH AND JESUS

Joseph Jesus
1. Objects of a father’s love Genesis 37:3 Matthew 3:17; John 3:35; 5:20
2. Their brothers hated them Genesis 37:4 John 15:25
3. Their brothers rejected their superior claims Genesis 37:8 Matthew 21:37–39;

John 15:24–25
4. Their brothers conspired against them to kill them Genesis 37:18 Matthew 26:3–4
5. In intent and purpose, their brothers killed them Genesis 37:24 Matthew 27:35–37
6. Became a blessing among the Gentiles; gained a bride Genesis 41:1–45 Acts 15:14; Ephesians 5:25–32
7. Reconciled with their brothers and exalted them Genesis 45:1–15; Romans 11:1,15,25–26

Deuteronomy 30:1–10



ers and well with the flocks, and
bring back word to me.” So he isent
him out of the Valley of Hebron, and
he went to Shechem.

15Now a certain man found him,
and there he was, wandering in the
field. And the man asked him, say-
ing, “What are you seeking?”

16So he said, “I am seeking my
brothers. Please tell me where they
are feeding their flocks.”

17And the man said, “They have
departed from here, for I heard
them say, ‘Let us go to jDothan.’ ”
So Joseph went after his brothers
and found them in Dothan.

18Now when they saw him afar
off, even before he came near them,
they kconspired against him to kill
him.

19Then they said to one another,
“Look, this dreamer is coming!

Joseph cast into pit
20“Come therefore, let us now

kill him and cast him into some pit;
and we shall say, ‘Some wild beast
has devoured him.’ We shall see
what will become of his dreams!”

21But Reuben heard it, and he de-
livered him out of their hands, and
said, “Let us not kill him.”

22And Reuben said to them,
“Shed no blood, but cast him into
this pit which is in the wilderness,
and do not lay a hand on him”—
that he might deliver him out of
their hands, and bring him back to
his father.

23So it came to pass, when Joseph
had come to his brothers, that they
lstripped Joseph of his tunic, the mtu-
nic of many colors that was on him.

24Then they took him and cast
him into a pit. And the pit was emp-
ty; there was no water in it.

25And they sat down to eat a
meal. Then they lifted their eyes
and looked, and there was a compa-
ny of Ishmaelites, coming from Gil-
ead with their camels, bearing
spices, balm, and myrrh, on their
way to carry them down to Egypt.

26So Judah said to his brothers,
“What profit is there if we kill our
brother and conceal his blood?

ers. And the lad was with the sons
of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his
father’s wives; and Joseph brought a
bad report of them to his father.

3Now Israel loved Joseph more
than all his children, because he
was the ason of his old age. Also he
bmade him a tunic of many colors.

4But when his brothers saw that
their father loved him more than all
his brothers, they chated him and
could not speak peaceably to him.

5Now Joseph had a dream, and he
told it to his brothers; and they hat-
ed him even more.

6So he said to them, “Please hear
this dream which I have ddreamed:

7“There we were, binding sheaves
in the field. Then behold, my sheaf
arose and also stood upright; and in-
deed your sheaves stood all around
and ebowed down to my sheaf.”

Joseph hated and rejected
by his brothers

8And his brothers said to him,
“Shall you indeed reign over us? Or
shall you indeed have fdominion
over us?” So they hated him even
more for his dreams and for his
words.

9Then he dreamed still another
dream and told it to his brothers,
and said, “Look, I have dreamed an-
other dream. And this time, the
sun, the moon, and the eleven stars
bowed down to me.”

10So he told it to his father and
his brothers; and his father rebuked
him and said to him, “What is this
dream that you have dreamed? Shall
your mother and I and your broth-
ers indeed come to bow down to
the earth before you?”

11And his brothers genvied him,
but his father kept the matter in
mind.

12Then his brothers went to feed
their father’s flock in Shechem.

13hAnd Israel said to Joseph, “Are
not your brothers feeding the flock
in Shechem? Come, I will send you
to them.” So he said to him, “Here I
am.”

14Then he said to him, “Please go
and see if it is well with your broth-

37:14

i Cp. 1 Sam.
17:17-18; Luke
20:13-15; John
3:16

37:17

j 2 Kin. 6:13

37:18

k Cp. Matt. 21:38;
26:3-4

37:23

l Matt. 27:28

m v. 3

37:3

a Gen. 44:20

b 1 Sam. 2:19

37:4

c Gen. 27:41; cp.
John 15:18-20

37:6

d vv. 9-10; cp.
Gen. 40:5-23

37:7

e Gen. 42:6;
44:14; cp. Phil.
2:10

37:8

f Cp. John 19:15

37:11

g Matt. 27:17-18;
Acts 7:9

37:13

h Israel (history):
vv. 13-28; Gen.
46:1. (Gen.
12:2; Rom.
11:26, note)

64 GENESIS 37:3–26

37:3 tunic of many colors. Or a longsleeved robe, a mark of special honor.



27“Come and let us sell him to
the Ishmaelites, and let not our
hand be upon him, for he is our
brother and our flesh.” And his
brothers listened.

Joseph pulled up from pit and
sold into Egypt

28Then Midianite traders passed
by; so the brothers pulled Joseph up
and lifted him out of the pit, and
asold him to the Ishmaelites for
twenty shekels of silver. And they
took Joseph to Egypt.

29Then Reuben returned to the
pit, and indeed Joseph was not in
the pit; and he btore his clothes.

30And he returned to his brothers
and said, “The lad is no more; and I,
where shall I go?”

31So they took Joseph’s tunic,
killed a kid of the goats, and dipped
the tunic in the blood.

32Then they sent the tunic of
many colors, and they brought it to
their father and said, “We have
found this. Do you know whether it
is your son’s tunic or not?”

33And he recognized it and said,
“It is my son’s tunic. A wild beast
has devoured him. Without doubt
Joseph is torn to pieces.”

34Then Jacob c tore his clothes,
put dsackcloth on his waist, and
emourned for his son many days.

35And all his sons and all his
daughters arose to comfort him; but
he refused to be comforted, and he
said, “For I shall go down into the
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grave to my son in mourning.” Thus
his father wept for him.

36Now the Midianites* had sold
him in Egypt to fPotiphar, an officer
of Pharaoh and captain of the guard.

Judah’s shameful sin

38IT came to pass at that time
that g Judah departed from

his brothers, and visited a certain
Adullamite whose name was Hirah.

2And Judah saw there a daughter
of a certain Canaanite whose name
was hShua, and he married her and
went in to her.

3So she conceived and bore a son,
and he called his name iEr.

4She conceived again and bore a
son, and she called his name jOnan.

5And she conceived yet again and
bore a son, and called his name
kShelah. He was at Chezib when
she bore him.

6Then Judah took a wife for Er his
firstborn, and her name was lTamar.

7But Er, Judah’s firstborn, was
wicked in the sight of the LORD, and
the LORD mkilled him.

8And Judah said to Onan, “Go in
to your brother’s wife and marry
her, and raise up an heir to your
brother.”

9But Onan knew that the heir
would not be his; and it came to
pass, when he went in to his broth-
er’s wife, that he emitted on the
ground, lest he should give an heir
to his brother.
*37:36 Masoretic Text reads Medanites.

37:28 Ishmaelites. A contradiction has been imagined
between the reference to the traders who carried Joseph
into Egypt as Ishmaelites, in vv. 25,27,28 (and 39:1), and
as Midianites in vv. 28 and 36. Actually, the precise mean-
ing of these terms is not known and there is no reason to
doubt that they overlapped.

Reuben: behold a son. The oldest son of Jacob and
Leah. Father of the tribe of Israel, the Reubenites.

37:35 grave. The Hebrew Sheol is, in the OT, the place
to which the dead go. (1) Often, therefore, it is spoken of as
the equivalent of the grave, where all human activities
cease; the terminus toward which all human life moves
(e.g. Gen. 42:38; Job 14:13; Ps. 88:3). (2) To the man “un-
der the sun,” the natural man, who of necessity judges
from appearances, Sheol seems no more than the grave—
the end and total cessation, not only of the activities of life,
but also of life itself (Eccl. 9:5,10). But (3) Scripture reveals
Sheol as a place of sorrow (2 Sam. 22:6; Ps. 18:5; 116:3),

into which the wicked are turned (Ps. 9:17), and where
they are fully conscious (Is. 14:9–17; Ezek. 32:21). Com-
pare Jon. 2:2; what the belly of the great fish was to Jonah,
Sheol is to those who are therein. The Sheol of the OT and
Hades of the NT are identical. See Luke 16:23, note.

Potiphar: belonging to the sun. A captain of the guard
to Pharaoh in Egypt. Joseph’s master who threw him
into prison for an act he did not commit.

38:8 raise up an heir. This custom later became part of
the Mosaic law (Deut. 25:5–6); each man would generally
have his line of descent carried on by this provision. Com-
pare Matt. 22:23–33, where the Sadducees presented a hy-
pothetical case in their attempt to confute Jesus.

Tamar: a palm tree. A widow of Er, Judah’s son, who
posed as a prostitute and became pregnant by her fa-
ther-in-law. Mother of twin sons, Perez and Zerah.
One of the few women listed in Jesus’ geneaology.



who was openly by the roadside?”
And they said, “There was no harlot
in this place.”

22So he returned to Judah and
said, “I cannot find her. Also, the
men of the place said there was no
harlot in this place.”

23Then Judah said, “Let her take
them for herself, lest we be shamed;
for I sent this young goat and you
have not found her.”

24And it came to pass, about
three months after, that Judah was
told, saying, “Tamar your daughter-
in-law has played the harlot; fur-
thermore she is with child by har-
lotry.” So Judah said, “Bring her out
and let her be eburned!”

25When she was brought out, she
sent to her father-in-law, saying, “By
the man to whom these belong, I
am with child.” And she said,
“Please determine whose these
are—the signet and cord, and staff.”

26So Judah acknowledged them
and said, “She has been fmore righ-
teous than I, because I did not give
her to Shelah my son.” And he nev-
er knew her again.

27Now it came to pass, at the
time for giving birth, that behold,
twins were in her womb.

28And so it was, when she was
giving birth, that the one put out his
hand; and the midwife took a scar-
let thread and bound it on his hand,
saying, “This one came out first.”

29Then it happened, as he drew
back his hand, that his brother
came out unexpectedly; and she
said, “How did you break through?
This breach be upon you!” There-
fore his name was called gPerez.*

30Afterward his brother came out
who had the scarlet thread on his
hand. And his name was called hZe-
rah.

Joseph resists temptation

39NOW Joseph had been taken
idown to Egypt. And jPoti-

phar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain
of the guard, an Egyptian, kbought

10And the thing which he did dis-
pleased the LORD; therefore He
killed him also.

11Then Judah said to Tamar his
daughter-in-law, a“Remain a widow
in your father’s house till my son
Shelah is grown.” For he said, “Lest
he also die like his brothers.” And
Tamar went and dwelt in her fa-
ther’s house.

12Now in the process of time the
daughter of Shua, Judah’s wife,
died; and Judah was comforted, and
went up to his sheepshearers at
Timnah, he and his friend Hirah the
Adullamite.

13And it was told Tamar, saying,
“Look, your father-in-law is going
up to Timnah to shear his sheep.”

14So she took off her widow’s gar-
ments, covered herself with a veil
and wrapped herself, and bsat in an
open place which was on the way to
Timnah; for she saw that Shelah
was grown, and she was not given
to him as a wife.

15When Judah saw her, he
thought she was a harlot, because
she had covered her face.

16Then he turned to her by the
way, and said, “Please let me come
in to you”; for he did not know that
she was his daughter-in-law. So she
said, “What will you give me, that
you may come in to me?”

17And he said, “I will send a
cyoung goat from the flock.” So she
said, “Will you give me a pledge till
you send it? ”

18Then he said, “What pledge
shall I give you?” So she said, “Your
dsignet and cord, and your staff that
is in your hand.” Then he gave
them to her, and went in to her, and
she conceived by him.

19So she arose and went away,
and laid aside her veil and put on
the garments of her widowhood.

20And Judah sent the young goat
by the hand of his friend the Adul-
lamite, to receive his pledge from
the woman’s hand, but he did not
find her.

21Then he asked the men of that
place, saying, “Where is the harlot
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38:10 displeased the LORD. Literally was evil in the eyes
of the LORD.

38:23 them. That is, the signet, the cord, and the staff.
be shamed. Literally become a contempt.



him from the Ishmaelites who had
taken him down there.

2The LORD was awith Joseph, and
he was a successful man; and he was
in the house of his master the Egyp-
tian.

3And his master saw that the
LORD was with him and that the
LORD made all he did to prosper in
his hand.

4So Joseph found favor in his sight,
and served him. Then he made him
boverseer of his house, and all that
he had he put under his authority.

5So it was, from the time that he
had made him overseer of his house
and all that he had, that the LORD
cblessed the Egyptian’s house for Jo-
seph’s sake; and the blessing of the
LORD was on all that he had in the
house and in the field.

6Thus he left all that he had in Jo-
seph’s hand, and he did not know
what he had except for the bread
which he ate. Now Joseph was
handsome in form and appearance.

7And it came to pass after these
things that his master’s wife cast
longing eyes on Joseph, and she
said, “Lie with me.”

8But he refused and said to his
master’s wife, “Look, my master
does not know what is with me in
the house, and he has committed all
that he has to my hand.

9“There is no one greater in this
house than I, nor has he kept back
anything from me but you, because
you are his wife. How then can I do
this great dwickedness, and esin
fagainst God?”

10So it was, as she spoke to Jo-
seph day by day, that he did not
gheed her, to lie with her or to be
with her.

11But it happened about this
time, when Joseph went into the
house to do his work, and none of
the men of the house was inside,

12that she hcaught him by his gar-
ment, saying, “Lie with me.” But he
left his garment in her hand, and
fled and ran outside.

Joseph falsely accused
13And so it was, when she saw

that he had left his garment in her
hand and fled outside,
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14that she called to the men of

her house and spoke to them, say-
ing, “See, he has brought in to us a
iHebrew to mock us. He came in to
me to lie with me, and I cried out
with a loud voice.

15“And it happened, when he
heard that I lifted my voice and cried
out, that he left his garment with
me, and fled and went outside.”

16So she kept his garment with
her until his master came home.

17Then she spoke to him with
words like these, saying, “The He-
brew servant whom you brought to
us came in to me to mock me;

18“so it happened, as I lifted my
voice and cried out, that he left his
garment with me and fled outside.”

19So it was, when his master
heard the words which his wife
spoke to him, saying, “Your servant
did to me after this manner,” that
his anger was aroused.

20Then Joseph’s master took him
and put him into the jprison, a place
where the king’s prisoners were
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ded, its blossoms shot forth, and its
clusters brought forth ripe grapes.

11“Then Pharaoh’s cup was in my
hand; and I took the grapes and
pressed them into Pharaoh’s cup,
and placed the cup in Pharaoh’s
hand.”

12And Joseph said to him, “This is
the ginterpretation of it: The three
branches are hthree days.

13“Now within three days Phar-
aoh will lift up your ihead and re-
store you to your place, and you will
put Pharaoh’s cup in his hand ac-
cording to the former manner,
when you were his butler.

14“But jremember me when it is
well with you, and please kshow
kindness to me; make mention of
me to Pharaoh, and get me out of
this house.

15“For indeed I was lstolen away
from the land of the Hebrews; and
also I have done nothing here that
they should put me into the dun-
geon.”

16When the chief baker saw that
the interpretation was good, he said
to Joseph, “I also was in my dream,
and there were three white baskets
on my head.

17“In the uppermost basket were
all kinds of baked goods for Phar-
aoh, and the birds ate them out of
the basket on my head.”

18So Joseph answered and said,
“This is the interpretation of it: The
three baskets are three days.

19“Within three days Pharaoh
will lift off your head from you and
mhang you on a tree; and the birds
will eat your flesh from you.”

20Now it came to pass on the
third day, which was Pharaoh’s
nbirthday, that he made a feast for
all his servants; and he lifted up the
head of the chief butler and of the
chief baker among his servants.

21Then he restored the chief but-
ler to his butlership again, and he
placed the ocup in Pharaoh’s hand.

22But he hanged the chief baker,
as Joseph had interpreted to them.

23Yet the chief butler did not re-
member Joseph, but pforgot him.

confined. And he was there in the
prison.

21But the LORD was with Joseph
and showed him mercy, and He
gave him afavor in the sight of the
keeper of the prison.

22And the keeper of the prison
committed to Joseph’s hand all the
prisoners who were in the prison;
whatever they did there, it was his
doing.

23The keeper of the prison did
not look into anything that was un-
der Joseph’s authority,* because the
LORD was with him; and whatever
he did, the LORD made it prosper.

Joseph forgotten in prison

40IT came to pass after these
things that the butler and the

baker of the king of Egypt offended
their lord, the king of Egypt.

2And Pharaoh was angry with his
two officers, the chief butler and
the chief baker.

3So he put them in custody in the
house of the bcaptain of the guard,
in the cprison, the place where Jo-
seph was confined.

4And the captain of the guard
charged Joseph with them, and he
served them; so they were in cus-
tody for a while.

5Then the butler and the baker of
the king of Egypt, who were con-
fined in the prison, dhad a dream,
both of them, each man’s dream in
one night and each man’s dream
with its own interpretation.

6And Joseph came in to them in
the morning and looked at them,
and saw that they were sad.

7So he asked Pharaoh’s officers
who were with him in the custody
of his lord’s house, saying, e“Why
do you look so sad today?”

8And they said to him, “We each
have had a dream, and there is no
interpreter of it.” So Joseph said to
them, “Do not finterpretations be-
long to God? Tell them to me,
please.”

9Then the chief butler told his
dream to Joseph, and said to him,
“Behold, in my dream a vine was
before me,

10“and in the vine were three
branches; it was as though it bud-
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Pharaoh’s prophetic dream

41THEN it came to pass, at the
end of two full years, that

Pharaoh ahad a dream; and behold,
he stood by the river.

2Suddenly there came up out of
the river seven cows, fine looking
and fat; and they fed in the mead-
ow.

3Then behold, seven other cows
came up after them out of the river,
ugly and gaunt, and stood by the
other cows on the bank of the river.

4And the ugly and gaunt cows ate
up the seven fine looking and fat
cows. So Pharaoh awoke.

5He slept and dreamed a second
time; and suddenly seven heads of
grain came up on one stalk, plump
and good.

6Then behold, seven thin heads,
blighted by the beast wind, sprang
up after them.

7And the seven thin heads de-
voured the seven plump and full
heads. So Pharaoh awoke, and in-
deed, it was a dream.

8Now it came to pass in the morn-
ing that his cspirit was troubled, and
he sent and called for all the dmagi-
cians of Egypt and all its wise men.
And Pharaoh told them his dreams,
but there was no one who could in-
terpret them for Pharaoh.

9Then the echief butler spoke to
Pharaoh, saying: “I remember my
faults this day.

10“When Pharaoh was angry with
his servants, and put me in custody
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in the house of the captain of the
guard, both me and the chief baker,

11“we each fhad a dream in one
night, he and I. Each of us dreamed
according to the g interpretation of
his own dream.

12“Now there was a young hHe-
brew man with us there, a servant
of the captain of the guard. And we
told him, and he interpreted our
dreams for us; to each man he inter-
preted according to his own dream.

13“And it came to pass, just as he
interpreted for us, so it happened.
He restored me to my office, and he
hanged him.”

Joseph’s exaltation in Egypt
14Then Pharaoh isent and called

Joseph, and they jbrought him
quickly kout of the dungeon; and he
shaved, lchanged his clothing, and
came to Pharaoh.

15And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I
have had a dream, and there is no
one who can interpret it. But I have
mheard it said of you that you can
understand a dream, to interpret it.”

16So Joseph answered Pharaoh,
saying, “It is not in me; nGod will
give Pharaoh an answer of peace.”

17Then Pharaoh said to Joseph:
“Behold, in my dream I stood on
the bank of the river.

18“Suddenly seven cows came up
out of the river, fine looking and fat;
and they fed in the meadow.

19“Then behold, seven other
cows came up after them, poor and

41:14 PEOPLE IN PRISON
Throughout Bible history people were imprisoned for various reasons.

Name Reason for imprisonment Location Reference
Joseph Falsely accused of rape Egypt Genesis 39:20
Samson Enemy of the Philistines Gaza Judges 16:21
Jehoiachin Political captive Babylon 2 Kings 24:15
Zedekiah Political captive Babylon 2 Kings 25:2–7
Jeremiah Keep him away from the people Jerusalem Jeremiah 37:18
John the Baptist Spoke out against Herod marrying Jerusalem Mark 6:17

his brother’s wife
Peter Belonged to the church Jerusalem Acts 12:1–11
Paul and Silas Preaching Christ Philippi Acts 16:16–28
Paul Preaching Christ various locations Acts 21:27–35;

Acts 28:16;
2 Timothy 2:8–9



him appoint officers over the land,
to collect one-fifth of the produce of
the land of Egypt in the seven plen-
tiful years.

35“And let them gather all the
food of those good years that are
coming, and store up grain under
the authority of Pharaoh, and let
them keep food in the cities.

36“Then that food shall be as a re-
serve for the land for the seven
years of famine which shall be in
the land of Egypt, that the land may
not perish during the famine.”

37So the advice was good in the
eyes of Pharaoh and in the eyes of
all his servants.

38And Pharaoh said to his ser-
vants, “Can we find such a one as
this, a man in whom is the dSpirit of
God?”

39Then Pharaoh said to Joseph,
“Inasmuch as God has shown you
all this, there is no one as discern-
ing and wise as you.

40“You shall be over my house,
and all my people shall be ruled ac-
cording to your word; only in regard
to the throne will I be greater than
you.”

41And Pharaoh said to Joseph,
“See, I have eset you over all the
land of Egypt.”

42Then Pharaoh f took his signet
ring off his hand and put it on Jo-
seph’s hand; and he gclothed him in
garments of fine linen and put a
gold chain around his neck.

43And he had him ride in the sec-
ond hchariot which he had; and
they icried out before him, “Bow
the knee!” So he set him over all
the land of Egypt.

44Pharaoh also said to Joseph, “I
am Pharaoh, and without your con-
sent no man may lift his hand or
foot in all the land of Egypt.”

Joseph, rejected by his brothers,
receives a bride

45And Pharaoh called Joseph’s
name Zaphnath-Paaneah. And he
gave him as a wife jAsenath, the
daughter of Poti-Pherah priest of

very ugly and gaunt, such ugliness
as I have never seen in all the land
of Egypt.

20“And the gaunt and ugly cows
ate up the first seven, the fat cows.

21“When they had eaten them up,
no one would have known that they
had eaten them, for they were just as
ugly as at the beginning. So I awoke.

22“Also I saw in my dream, and
suddenly seven heads came up on
one stalk, full and good.

23“Then behold, seven heads,
withered, thin, and blighted by the
east wind, sprang up after them.

24“And the thin heads devoured
the seven good heads. So I atold this
to the magicians, but there was no
one who could explain it to me.”

25Then Joseph said to Pharaoh,
“The dreams of Pharaoh are one;
God has shown Pharaoh what He is
babout to do:

26“The seven good cows are sev-
en years, and the seven good heads
are seven years; the dreams are one.

27“And the seven thin and ugly
cows which came up after them are
cseven years, and the seven empty
heads blighted by the east wind are
seven years of famine.

28“This is the thing which I have
spoken to Pharaoh. God has shown
Pharaoh what He is about to do.

29“Indeed seven years of great
plenty will come throughout all the
land of Egypt;

30“but after them seven years of
famine will arise, and all the plenty
will be forgotten in the land of
Egypt; and the famine will deplete
the land.

31“So the plenty will not be
known in the land because of the
famine following, for it will be very
severe.

32“And the dream was repeated
to Pharaoh twice because the thing
is established by God, and God will
shortly bring it to pass.

33“Now therefore, let Pharaoh se-
lect a discerning and wise man, and
set him over the land of Egypt.

34“Let Pharaoh do this, and let
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On. So Joseph went out over all the
land of Egypt.

46 Joseph was thirty years old
when he stood before Pharaoh king
of Egypt. And Joseph went out from
the presence of Pharaoh, and went
throughout all the land of Egypt.

47Now in the seven plentiful
years the ground brought forth
abundantly.

48So he gathered up all the food
of the seven years which were in
the land of Egypt, and laid up the
food in the cities; he laid up in
every city the food of the fields
which surrounded them.

49Joseph gathered very much
grain, as the sand of the sea, until
he stopped counting, for it was im-
measurable.

50And to Joseph were born two
sons before the years of famine
came, whom Asenath, the daughter
of Poti-Pherah priest of On, bore to
him.

51Joseph called the name of the
firstborn Manasseh: “For God has
made me forget all my toil and all
my afather’s house.”

52And the name of the second he
called Ephraim: “For God has
caused me to be fruitful in the land
of my affliction.”

53Then the seven years of plenty
which were in the land of Egypt
ended,

54and the seven years of famine
began to come, as Joseph had said.
The famine was in all lands, but in
all the land of Egypt there was
bread.

55So when all the land of Egypt
was famished, the people cried to
Pharaoh for bread. Then Pharaoh
said to all the Egyptians, “Go to Jo-
seph; bwhatever he says to you, do.”

56The famine was over all the
face of the earth, and Joseph opened
all the storehouses* and sold to the
Egyptians. And the famine became
severe in the land of Egypt.

57So all countries came to Joseph
in Egypt to cbuy grain, because the
famine was severe in all lands.
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Joseph’s brothers, except Benjamin,

come to Egypt for food

42WHEN Jacob dsaw that there
was grain in Egypt, Jacob

said to his sons, “Why do you look
at one another?”

2And he said, “Indeed I have
heard that there is grain in Egypt;
go down to that place and buy for us
there, that we may e live and not
die.”

3So Joseph’s ten brothers went
down to buy grain in Egypt.

4But Jacob did not send Joseph’s
brother Benjamin with his brothers,
for he said, “Lest some calamity be-
fall him.”

5And the sons of Israel went to
buy grain among those who jour-
neyed, for the f famine was in the
land of Canaan.

Joseph tests his ten brothers
6Now Joseph was governor over

the land; and it was he who sold to
all the people of the land. And Jo-
seph’s brothers came and gbowed
down before him with their faces to
the earth.

7Joseph saw his brothers and rec-
ognized them, but he acted as a
hstranger to them and spoke rough-
ly to them. Then he said to them,
“Where do you come from?” And
they said, “From the land of Canaan
to buy food.”

8So Joseph recognized his broth-
ers, but they did not recognize him.

9Then Joseph iremembered the
dreams which he had dreamed
about them, and said to them, “You
are spies! You have come to see the
nakedness of the land!”

10And they said to him, “No, my
lord, but your servants have come
to buy food.

11“We are all one man’s sons; we
are honest men; your servants are
not spies.”

12But he said to them, “No, but
you have come to see the nakedness
of the land.”

13And they said, “Your servants
*41:56 Literally all that was in them

the world to be the bride of Christ during the time of His re-
jection by His brethren, Israel (John 1:10–12; Acts 15:14;
Eph. 5:31–32). Israel, like Joseph’s brothers, will be pre-

served (Ezek. 11:16). See Gen. 37:2, note.
41:51 Manasseh. Literally forgetting. Gen. 46:20.
41:52 Ephraim. Literally fruitful. Gen. 48:5.



store every man’s money to his sack,
and to give them provisions for the
journey. Thus he did for them.

26So they loaded their donkeys
with the grain and departed from
there.

27But as one of them opened his
sack to give his donkey feed at the
encampment, he saw his money;
and there it was, in the mouth of
his sack.

28So he said to his brothers, “My
money has been restored, and there
it is, in my sack!” Then their hearts
failed them and they were afraid,
saying to one another, “What is this
that God has done to us?”

29Then they went to Jacob their
father in the land of Canaan and
told him all that had happened to
them, saying:

30“The man who is lord of the
land spoke roughly to us, and took
us for spies of the country.

31“But we said to him, ‘We are
honest men; we are not spies.

32‘We are twelve brothers, sons
of our father; one is no more, and
the youngest is with our father this
day in the land of Canaan.’

33“Then the man, the lord of the
country, said to us, ‘By this I will
know that you are honest men:
Leave one of your brothers here
with me, take food for the famine of
your households, and be gone.

34‘And bring your kyoungest
brother to me; so I shall know that
you are not spies, but that you are
honest men. I will grant your broth-
er to you, and you may trade in the
land.’ ”

35Then it happened as they emp-
tied their sacks, that surprisingly
each man’s bundle of money was in
his sack; and when they and their
father saw the bundles of money,
they were afraid.

36And Jacob their father said to
them, “You have lbereaved me: Jo-
seph is no more, Simeon is no more,
and you want to take mBenjamin. All
these things are against me.”

37Then Reuben spoke to his fa-
ther, saying, “Kill my two sons if I
do not bring him back to you; put

are twelve brothers, the sons of one
man in the land of Canaan; and in
fact, the youngest is with our father
today, and one is no more.”

14But Joseph said to them, “It is
as I spoke to you, saying, ‘You are
spies!’

15“In this manner you shall be
tested: By the life of Pharaoh, you
shall not leave this place unless
your youngest brother comes here.

16“Send one of you, and let him
bring your brother; and you shall be
kept in prison, that your words may
be tested to see whether there is
any truth in you; or else, by the life
of Pharaoh, surely you are spies!”

17So he put them all together in
prison athree days.

18Then Joseph said to them the
third day, “Do this and live, for I
bfear God:

19“If you are honest men, let one
of your brothers be confined to your
prison house; but you, go and carry
grain for the famine of your houses.

20“And bring your cyoungest
brother to me; so your words will
be verified, and you shall not die.”
And they did so.

Simeon kept as hostage
while other brothers go home

21Then they said to one another,
“We are truly dguilty concerning our
brother, for we saw the anguish of
his soul when he pleaded with us,
and we would not hear; therefore
this distress has come upon us.”

22And eReuben answered them,
saying, “Did I not speak to you, say-
ing, ‘Do not sin against the boy’;
and you would not listen? Therefore
behold, his blood is now frequired
of us.”

23But they did not know that Jo-
seph understood them, for he spoke
to them through an interpreter.

24And he turned himself away
from them and gwept. Then he re-
turned to them again, and talked
with them. And he took hSimeon
from them and bound him before
their eyes.

25Then Joseph gave a icommand
to fill their sacks with grain, to jre-
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him in my hands, and I will bring
him back to you.”

38But he said, “My son shall not
go down with you, for his brother is
adead, and he is left alone. If any
calamity should befall him along the
way in which you go, then you
would bring down my gray hair
with sorrow to the bgrave.”

Judah becomes surety for Benjamin
(cp. Gen. 37:26–28)

43NOW the c famine was se-
vere in the land.

2And it came to pass, when they
had eaten up the grain which they
had brought from Egypt, that their
father said to them, “Go back, dbuy
us a little food.”

3But Judah spoke to him, saying,
“The man solemnly warned us, say-
ing, ‘You shall not esee my face un-
less your brother is with you.’

4“If you send our brother with us,
we will go down and buy you food.

5“But if you will not send him,
we will not go down; for the man
said to us, ‘You shall not see my face
unless your brother is with you.’ ”

6And Israel said, “Why did you
deal so wrongfully with me as to tell
the man whether you had still an-
other brother?”

7But they said, “The man asked
us pointedly about ourselves and
our family, saying, ‘Is your father
still alive? Have you another broth-
er?’ And we told him according to
these words. Could we possibly
have known that he would say,
‘Bring your brother down’?”

8Then Judah said to Israel his fa-
ther, “Send the lad with me, and we
will arise and go, that we may f live
and not die, both we and you and
also our little ones.

9“I myself will be gsurety for him;
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from my hand you shall require
him. If I do not bring him back to
you and set him before you, then
hlet me bear the blame forever.

10“For if we had not lingered,
surely by now we would have re-
turned this second time.”

11And their father Israel said to
them, “If it must be so, then do this:
Take some of the best fruits of the
land in your vessels and carry down
a ipresent for the man—a little
jbalm and a little honey, spices and
myrrh, pistachio nuts and almonds.

12“Take double money in your
hand, and take back in your hand
the money that was kreturned in
the mouth of your sacks; perhaps it
was an oversight.

13“Take your brother also, and
arise, go back to the man.

14“And may God lAlmighty mgive
you mercy before the man, that he
may release your other brother and
Benjamin. If I am bereaved, I am be-
reaved!”

15So the men took that present
and Benjamin, and they took double
money in their hand, and arose and
went ndown to Egypt; and they
stood before Joseph.

Joseph entertains his eleven brothers
16When Joseph saw Benjamin

with them, he said to the osteward
of his house, “Take these men to
my home, and slaughter an animal
and make ready; for these men will
dine with me at noon.”

17Then the man did as Joseph or-
dered, and the man brought the
men into Joseph’s house.

18Now the men were pafraid be-
cause they were brought into Jo-
seph’s house; and they said, “It is
because of the money, which was
returned in our sacks the first time,

42:38 grave. The Hebrew Sheol is, in the OT, the
place to which the dead go. (1) Often, therefore, it is spo-
ken of as the equivalent of the grave, where all human ac-
tivities cease; the terminus toward which all human life
moves (e.g. Gen. 42:38; Job 14:13; Ps. 88:3). (2) To the
man “under the sun,” the natural man, who of necessity
judges from appearances, Sheol seems no more than the
grave—the end and total cessation, not only of the activi-
ties of life, but also of life itself (Eccl. 9:5,10). But (3) Scrip-
ture reveals Sheol as a place of sorrow (2 Sam. 22:6; Ps.

18:5; 116:3), into which the wicked are turned (Ps. 9:17),
and where they are fully conscious (Is. 14:9–17; Ezek.
32:21). Compare Jon. 2:2; what the belly of the great fish
was to Jonah, Sheol is to those who are therein. The Sheol
of the OT and Hades of the NT are identical. See Luke
16:23, note.

Benjamin: son of the right hand. The youngest son of
Jacob and Rachel, who died giving birth to him. Jacob
cherished Benjamin after he lost his son Joseph.



And he said, “God be gracious to
you, my son.”

30Now his gheart yearned for his
brother; so Joseph made haste and
sought somewhere to weep. And he
went into his chamber and hwept
there.

31Then he washed his face and
came out; and he restrained him-
self, and said, “Serve the bread.”

32So they set him a place by him-
self, and them by themselves, and
the Egyptians who ate with him by
themselves; because the Egyptians
could not eat food with the iHe-
brews, for that is an jabomination to
the Egyptians.

33And they sat before him, the
firstborn according to his kbirthright
and the youngest according to his
youth; and the men looked in aston-
ishment at one another.

34Then he took servings to them
from before him, but lBenjamin’s
serving was five times as much as
any of theirs. So they drank and
were merry with him.

Judah fulfills promise (Gen. 43:9)

44AND he commanded the
msteward of his house, say-

ing, n“Fill the men’s sacks with
food, as much as they can carry, and
put each man’s money in the mouth
of his sack.

2“Also put my cup, the silver cup,
in the mouth of the sack of the
youngest, and his grain money.” So
he did according to the word that
Joseph had spoken.

3As soon as the morning dawned,
the men were sent away, they and
their donkeys.

4When they had gone out of the
city, and were not yet far off, Joseph
said to his steward, “Get up, follow
the men; and when you overtake
them, say to them, ‘Why have you
orepaid evil for good?

5‘Is not this the one from which
my lord drinks, and with which he
indeed practices divination? You
have done evil in so doing.’ ”

that we are brought in, so that he
may amake a case against us and
seize us, to take us as bslaves with
our donkeys.”

19When they drew near to the
steward of Joseph’s house, they
talked with him at the door of the
house,

20and said, “O sir, we indeed came
down the first time to buy food;

21“but it happened, when we
came to the encampment, that we
copened our sacks, and there, each
man’s money was in the mouth of
his sack, our money in full weight;
so we have brought it back in our
hand.

22“And we have brought down
other money in our hands to buy
food. We do not know who put our
money in our sacks.”

23But he said, “Peace be with
you, do not be afraid. Your God and
the God of your father has given you
treasure in your sacks; I had your
money.” Then he brought dSimeon
out to them.

24So the man brought the men
into Joseph’s house and gave them
water, and they washed their feet;
and he gave their donkeys feed.

25Then they made the present
ready for Joseph’s coming at noon,
for they heard that they would eat
bread there.

26And when Joseph came home,
they brought him the present which
was in their hand into the house,
and ebowed down before him to the
earth.

27Then he asked them about their
well-being, and said, f“Is your father
well, the old man of whom you
spoke? Is he still alive?”

28And they answered, “Your ser-
vant our father is in good health; he
is still alive.” And they bowed their
heads down and prostrated them-
selves.

29Then he lifted his eyes and saw
his brother Benjamin, his mother’s
son, and said, “Is this your younger
brother of whom you spoke to me?”
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6So he overtook them, and he
spoke to them these same words.

7And they said to him, “Why
does my lord say these words? Far
be it from us that your servants
should do such a thing.

8“Look, we brought back to you
from the land of Canaan the money
which we found in the mouth of our
sacks. How then could we steal sil-
ver or gold from your lord’s house?

9a“With whomever of your ser-
vants it is found, let him die, and
we also will be my lord’s bslaves.”

10And he said, “Now also let it be
according to your words; he with
whom it is found shall be my slave,
and you shall be blameless.”

11Then each man speedily let
down his sack to the ground, and
each opened his sack.

12So he searched. He began with
the oldest and left off with the
youngest; and the cup was found in
Benjamin’s sack.

13Then they ctore their clothes,
and each man loaded his donkey
and returned to the city.

14So Judah and his brothers came
to Joseph’s house, and he was still
there; and they fell before him on
the ground.

15And Joseph said to them, “What
deed is this you have done? Did you
not know that such a man as I can
certainly practice divination?”

16Then Judah said, “What shall
we say to my lord? What shall we
speak? Or how shall we clear our-
selves? God has d found out the iniq-
uity of your servants; here we are,
my lord’s slaves, both we and he
also with whom the cup was found.”

17But he said, “Far be it from me
that I should do so; the man in
whose hand the cup was found, he
shall be my slave. And as for you,
go up in peace to your father.”

18Then Judah came near to him
and said: “O my lord, please let
your servant speak a word in my
lord’s hearing, and do not let your
anger burn against your servant; for
you are even like Pharaoh.

19“My lord asked his servants, say-
ing, ‘Have you a father or a brother?’

20“And we said to my lord, ‘We
have a father, an old man, and a
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child of his old age, who is young;
his brother is edead, and he falone
is left of his mother’s children, and
his gfather loves him.’

21“Then you said to your ser-
vants, ‘Bring him down to me, that I
may set my eyes on him.’

22“And we said to my lord, ‘The
lad cannot leave his father, for if he
should leave his father, his father
would die.’

23“But you said to your servants,
h ‘Unless your youngest brother
comes down with you, you shall see
my face no more.’

24“So it was, when we went up
to your servant my father, that we
told him the words of my lord.

25“And our father said, ‘Go back
and ibuy us a little food.’

26“But we said, ‘We cannot go
down; if our youngest brother is
with us, then we will go down; for
we may not see the man’s face un-
less our youngest brother is with us.’

27“Then your servant my father
said to us, ‘You know that my wife
bore me jtwo sons;

28‘and the one went out from me,
and I said, k“Surely he is torn to
pieces”; and I have not seen him
since.

29‘But if you take this one also
from me, and lcalamity befalls him,
you shall bring down my gray hair
with sorrow to the mgrave.’

30“Now therefore, when I come
to your servant my father, and the
lad is not with us, since his life is
nbound up in the lad’s life,

31“it will happen, when he sees
that the lad is not with us, that he
will die. So your servants will bring
down the gray hair of your servant
our father with sorrow to the ograve.

32“For your servant became sure-
ty for the lad to my father, saying, ‘If
I do not bring him back to you, then
I shall bear the blame before my fa-
ther forever.’

33“Now therefore, please let your
servant remain instead of the lad as
a slave to my lord, and let the lad go
up with his brothers.

34“For how shall I go up to my fa-
ther if the lad is not with me, lest
perhaps I see the evil that would
come upon my father?”



all my glory in Egypt, and of all that
you have seen; and you shall hurry
and obring my father down here.”

14Then he fell on his brother Ben-
jamin’s neck and wept, and Benja-
min wept on his neck.

15Moreover he pkissed all his
brothers and wept over them, and af-
ter that his brothers talked with him.

Joseph’s brothers blessed and
sent to bring Jacob

16Now the report of it was heard
in Pharaoh’s house, saying, “Joseph’s
brothers have come.” So it pleased
Pharaoh and his servants well.

17And Pharaoh said to Joseph,
“Say to your brothers, ‘Do this:
Load your animals and depart; go to
the land of Canaan.

18‘Bring your father and your
households and come to me; I will
give you the best of the land of
Egypt, and you will qeat the fat of
the land.

19‘Now you are commanded—do
this: Take carts out of the land of
Egypt for your little ones and your
wives; bring your father and come.

20‘Also do not be concerned
about your goods, for the best of all
the land of Egypt is yours.’ ”

21Then the sons of Israel did so;
and Joseph gave them rcarts, ac-
cording to the command of Phar-
aoh, and he gave them provisions
for the journey.

22He gave to all of them, to each
man, schanges of garments; but to
Benjamin he gave three hundred
pieces of silver and five changes of
garments.

23And he sent to his father these
things: ten donkeys loaded with the
good things of Egypt, and ten female
donkeys loaded with grain, bread,
and food for his father for the jour-
ney.

24So he sent his brothers away,
and they departed; and he said to
them, “See that you do not become
troubled along the way.”

25Then they went up out of
Egypt, and came to the land of Ca-
naan to Jacob their father.

26And they told him, saying, “Jo-

Joseph reveals himself to his brothers

45THEN Joseph could not are-
strain himself before all

those who stood by him, and he
cried out, “Make everyone go out
from me!” So no one stood with
him bwhile Joseph made himself
known to his brothers.

2And he cwept aloud, and the
Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh
heard it.

3Then Joseph said to his brothers,
d“I am Joseph; does my father still
live?” But his brothers could not an-
swer him, for they were edismayed
in his presence.

4And Joseph said to his brothers,
“Please come near to me.” So they
came near. Then he said: “I am Jo-
seph your brother, whom you fsold
into Egypt.

5“But now, do not therefore be
grieved or angry with yourselves be-
cause you sold me here; for gGod
sent me before you to preserve life.

6“For these two years the hfamine
has been in the land, and there are
still five years in which there will be
neither plowing nor harvesting.

7“And God isent me before you to
preserve a posterity for you in the
earth, and to save your lives by a
great deliverance.

8“So now it was not you who sent
me here, but jGod; and He has
made me a kfather to Pharaoh, and
lord of all his house, and a lruler
throughout all the land of Egypt.

9“Hurry and go up to my father,
and say to him, ‘Thus says your son
Joseph: “God has made me lord of
all Egypt; come down to me, do not
tarry.

10“You shall dwell in the land of
mGoshen, and you shall be near to
me, you and your children, your
children’s children, your flocks and
your herds, and all that you have.

11“There I will nprovide for you,
lest you and your household, and all
that you have, come to poverty; for
there are still five years of famine.” ’

12“And behold, your eyes and the
eyes of my brother Benjamin see that
it is my mouth that speaks to you.

13“So you shall tell my father of
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seph is still alive, and he is governor
over all the land of Egypt.” And Ja-
cob’s heart stood still, because he
did not believe them.

27But when they told him all the
words which Joseph had said to
them, and when he saw the carts
which Joseph had sent to carry him,
the aspirit of Jacob their father re-
vived.

28Then Israel said, “It is enough.
Joseph my son is still alive. I will go
and see him before I die.”

Jacob journeys to Egypt

46SO bIsrael took his journey
with all that he had, and

came to cBeersheba, and offered sac-
rifices to the dGod of his father Isaac.

2Then God spoke to Israel in the
evisions of the night, and said, “Ja-
cob, Jacob!” And he said, “Here I
am.”

3So He said, “I am God, the God
of your father; do not fear to go
down to Egypt, for I will fmake of
you a great nation there.

4“I will go down gwith you to
Egypt, and I will also surely hbring
you up again; and Joseph will put
his hand on your eyes.”

5Then Jacob arose from Beershe-
ba; and the sons of Israel carried
their father Jacob, their little ones,
and their wives, in the icarts which
Pharaoh had sent to carry him.

6So they took their livestock and
their goods, which they had ac-
quired in the land of Canaan, and
went to Egypt, Jacob and all his de-
scendants with him.

7His sons and his sons’ sons, his
daughters and his sons’ daughters,
and all his descendants he brought
with him to Egypt.

Register of those who came to Egypt
8Now these were the names of

the children of Israel, Jacob and his
sons, who went to Egypt: Reuben
was Jacob’s firstborn.

9The jsons of Reuben were Ha-
noch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi.

10The ksons of Simeon were Jemu-
el,* Jamin, Ohad, Jachin,* Zohar,*
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and Shaul, the son of a Canaanite
woman.

11The lsons of Levi were Ger-
shon, Kohath, and Merari.

12The msons of Judah were Er,
Onan, Shelah, Perez, and Zerah (but
Er and Onan died in the land of Ca-
naan). The sons of Perez were Hez-
ron and Hamul.

13The nsons of Issachar were Tola,
Puvah,* Job,* and Shimron.

14The osons of Zebulun were Se-
red, Elon, and Jahleel.

15These were the psons of Leah,
whom she bore to Jacob in Padan
Aram, with his daughter Dinah. All
the persons, his sons and his daugh-
ters, were thirty-three.

16The qsons of Gad were Ziphion,*
Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon,* Eri, Arodi,*
and Areli.

17The rsons of Asher were Jim-
nah, Ishuah, Isui, Beriah, and Serah,
their sister. And the sons of Beriah
were Heber and Malchiel.

18These were the ssons of Zilpah,
whom Laban gave to Leah his
daughter; and these she bore to Ja-
cob: sixteen persons.

19The tsons of Rachel, Jacob’s
wife, were Joseph and Benjamin.

20And to Joseph in the land of
Egypt were born uManasseh and
uEphraim, whom vAsenath, the
daughter of Poti-Pherah priest of
On, bore to him.

21The wsons of Benjamin were
Belah, Becher, Ashbel, Gera, Naa-
man, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Huppim,*
and Ard.

22These were the sons of Rachel,
who were born to Jacob: fourteen
persons in all.

23The xson of Dan was Hushim.*
24The ysons of Naphtali were Jah-

zeel,* Guni, Jezer, and Shillem.*
25These were the zsons of Bilhah,

*46:10 Spelled Nemuel in 1 Chronicles 4:24
* Called Jarib in 1 Chronicles 4:24 * Called
Zerah in 1 Chronicles 4:24 *46:13 Spelled Puah
in 1 Chronicles 7:1 * Same as Jashub in
Numbers 26:24 and 1 Chronicles 7:1
*46:16 Spelled Zephon in Samaritan Pentateuch,
Septuagint, and Numbers 26:15 * Called Ozni in
Numbers 26:16 * Spelled Arod in Numbers
26:17 *46:21 Called Hupham in Numbers
26:39 *46:23 Called Shuham in Numbers 26:42
*46:24 Spelled Jahziel in 1 Chronicles 7:13
* Spelled Shallum in 1 Chronicles 7:13

46:6 went to Egypt. Approximately 1660 B.C.



possess, have come from the land of
Canaan; and indeed they are in the
land of eGoshen.”

2And he took five men from
among his brothers and fpresented
them to Pharaoh.

3Then Pharaoh said to his broth-
ers, g“What is your occupation?”
And they said to Pharaoh, “Your ser-
vants are hshepherds, both we and
also our fathers.”

4And they said to Pharaoh, “We
have come to idwell in the land, be-
cause your servants have no pasture
for their flocks, for the jfamine is se-
vere in the land of Canaan. Now
therefore, please let your servants
dwell in the land of Goshen.”

5Then Pharaoh spoke to Joseph,
saying, “Your father and your broth-
ers have come to you.

6“The land of Egypt is before you.
Have your father and brothers dwell
in the kbest of the land; let them
dwell in the land of Goshen. And if
you know any competent men
among them, then make them chief
herdsmen over my livestock.”

7Then Joseph brought in his fa-
ther Jacob and set him before Phar-
aoh; and Jacob lblessed Pharaoh.

8Pharaoh said to Jacob, “How old
are you?”

9And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The
days of the years of my pilgrimage
are mone hundred and thirty years;
few and evil have been the days of
the years of my life, and they have
not nattained to the days of the
years of the life of my fathers in the
days of their pilgrimage.”

10So Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and
went out from before Pharaoh.

11And Joseph situated his father
and his brothers, and gave them a
possession in the land of Egypt, in
the best of the land, in the land of
oRameses, as Pharaoh had com-
manded.

12Then Joseph pprovided his fa-
ther, his brothers, and all his fa-

whom Laban gave to Rachel his
daughter, and she bore these to Ja-
cob: seven persons in all.

26All the persons who went with
Jacob to Egypt, who came from his
body, besides Jacob’s sons’ wives,
were sixty-six persons in all.

27And the sons of Joseph who
were born to him in Egypt were two
persons. All the persons of the house
of Jacob who went to Egypt were
seventy.

28Then he sent Judah before him
to Joseph, to point out before him
the way to Goshen. And they came
to the land of Goshen.

29So Joseph made ready his achar-
iot and went up to Goshen to meet
his father Israel; and he presented
himself to him, and fell on his neck
and wept on his neck a good while.

30And Israel said to Joseph, “Now
blet me die, since I have seen your
face, because you are still alive.”

31Then Joseph said to his broth-
ers and to his father’s household, “I
will go up and tell Pharaoh, and say
to him, ‘My brothers and those of
my father’s house, who were in the
land of Canaan, have come to me.

32‘And the men are cshepherds,
for their occupation has been to
feed livestock; and they have
brought their flocks, their herds,
and all that they have.’

33“So it shall be, when Pharaoh
calls you and says, ‘What is your oc-
cupation?’

34“that you shall say, ‘Your ser-
vants’ occupation has been with
livestock from our youth even till
now, both we and also our fathers,’
that you may dwell in the land of
Goshen; for every shepherd is an
dabomination to the Egyptians.”

Jacob’s family honored

47THEN Joseph went and told
Pharaoh, and said, “My fa-

ther and my brothers, their flocks
and their herds and all that they
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ther’s household with bread, ac-
cording to the number in their fam-
ilies.

13Now there was no bread in all
the land; for the famine was very se-
vere, so that the land of Egypt and
the land of Canaan languished be-
cause of the famine.

14And Joseph agathered up all the
money that was found in the land of
Egypt and in the land of Canaan, for
the grain which they bought; and
Joseph brought the money into
Pharaoh’s house.

15So when the money failed in
the land of Egypt and in the land of
Canaan, all the Egyptians came to
Joseph and said, “Give us bread, for
why should we die in your pres-
ence? For the money has failed.”

16Then Joseph said, “Give your
livestock, and I will give you bread
for your livestock, if the money is
gone.”

17So they brought their livestock
to Joseph, and Joseph gave them
bread in exchange for the horses,
the flocks, the cattle of the herds,
and for the donkeys. Thus he fed
them with bread in exchange for all
their livestock that year.

18When that year had ended, they
came to him the next year and said
to him, “We will not hide from my
lord that our money is gone; my lord
also has our herds of livestock. There
is nothing left in the sight of my lord
but our bodies and our lands.

19“Why should we die before
your eyes, both we and our land?
bBuy us and our land for bread, and
we and our land will be servants of
Pharaoh; give us seed, that we may
clive and not die, that the land may
not be desolate.”

20Then Joseph d bought all the
land of Egypt for Pharaoh; for every
man of the Egyptians sold his field,
because the famine was severe
upon them. So the land became
Pharaoh’s.

21And as for the people, he
moved them into the cities,* from
one end of the borders of Egypt to
the other end.

22eOnly the land of the priests he
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did not buy; for the priests had ra-
tions allotted to them by Pharaoh,
and they ate their rations which
Pharaoh gave them; therefore they
did not sell their lands.

23Then Joseph said to the people,
“Indeed I have f bought you and
your land this day for Pharaoh.
Look, here is seed for you, and you
shall sow the land.

24“And it shall come to pass in
the harvest that you shall give one-
fifth to Pharaoh. Four-fifths shall be
your own, as seed for the field and
for your food, for those of your
households and as food for your lit-
tle ones.”

25So they said, “You have saved
our lives; let us find favor in the
sight of my lord, and we will be
Pharaoh’s servants.”

26And Joseph made it a law over
the land of Egypt to this day, that
Pharaoh should have one-fifth, ex-
cept for the land of the priests only,
which did not become Pharaoh’s.

Joseph promises to bury
Jacob in Canaan

27So Israel dwelt in the land of
Egypt, in the country of Goshen;
and they had possessions there and
grew and gmultiplied exceedingly.

28And Jacob lived in the land of
Egypt seventeen years. So the
length of Jacob’s life was one hun-
dred and forty-seven years.

29When the time drew near that
Israel must die, he called his son Jo-
seph and said to him, “Now if I
have found favor in your sight,
please hput your hand under my
thigh, and ideal kindly and truly
with me. Please do not bury me in
Egypt,

30“but let me jlie with my fathers;
you shall carry me out of Egypt and
bury me in their burial place.” And
he said, “I will do as you have said.”

31Then he said, “Swear to me.”
And he swore to him. So Israel
bowed himself on the head of the
bed.
*47:21 Following Masoretic Text and Targum;
Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint, and Vulgate read
made the people virtual slaves.

47:28 length of Jacob’s life. Literally days of the years of his life. Gen. 47:9.



with his left hand toward Israel’s
right hand, and brought them near
him.

14Then Israel stretched out his
right hand and llaid it on Ephraim’s
head, who was the younger, and his
left hand on Manasseh’s head, guid-
ing his hands knowingly, for Manas-
seh was the mfirstborn.

15And he nblessed Joseph, and
said:

“God, before whom my fathers
Abraham and Isaac
owalked,

The God who has fed me all my
life long to this day,

16 pThe Angel who has qredeemed
me from all evil,

Bless the lads;
Let my name be named upon

them,
And the name of my fathers

Abraham and Isaac;
And let them rgrow into a

multitude in the midst of
the earth.”

17Now when Joseph saw that his
father laid his right hand on the
head of Ephraim, it displeased him;
so he took hold of his father’s hand
to remove it from Ephraim’s head to
Manasseh’s head.

18And Joseph said to his father,
“Not so, my father, for this one is
the firstborn; put your right hand on
his head.”

19But his father refused and said,
“I know, my son, I know. He also
shall become a people, and he also
shall be great; but truly his younger
brother shall be greater than he,
and his descendants shall become a
multitude of nations.”

20So he blessed them that day,
saying, “By you Israel will bless, say-
ing, ‘May God make you as Ephraim
and as Manasseh!’ ” And thus he
set Ephraim before Manasseh.

21Then Israel said to Joseph, “Be-
hold, I am dying, but God will be
swith you and bring you back to the
land of your fathers.

22“Moreover I have given to you
one portion above your brothers,
twhich I took from the hand of the
Amorite with my sword and my
bow.”

Jacob blesses Joseph’s sons

48NOW it came to pass after
these things that Joseph was

told, “Indeed your father is sick”;
and he took with him his two sons,
aManasseh and Ephraim.

2And Jacob was told, “Look, your
son Joseph is coming to you”; and
Israel strengthened himself and sat
up on the bed.

3Then Jacob said to Joseph: “God
bAlmighty appeared to me at cLuz in
the land of Canaan and blessed me,

4“and said to me, ‘Behold, I will
dmake you fruitful and multiply you,
and I will make of you a multitude
of people, and egive this land to
your descendants after you as an
feverlasting possession.’

5“And now your two sons, Ephra-
im and Manasseh, who were born
to you in the land of Egypt before I
came to you in Egypt, are mine; as
Reuben and Simeon, they shall be
mine.

6“Your offspring whom you beget
after them shall be yours; they will
be called by the name of their
brothers in their inheritance.

7“But as for me, when I came
from Padan, Rachel died beside me
in the land of Canaan on the way,
when there was but a little distance
to go to Ephrath; and I buried her
there on the way to Ephrath (that
is, gBethlehem).”

8Then Israel saw Joseph’s sons,
and said, “Who are these?”

9And Joseph said to his father,
“They are my sons, hwhom God has
given me in this place.” And he
said, “Please bring them to me, and
I will ibless them.”

10Now the jeyes of Israel were
dim with age, so that he could not
see. Then Joseph brought them near
him, and he kkissed them and em-
braced them.

11And Israel said to Joseph, “I had
not thought to see your face; but in
fact, God has also shown me your
offspring!”

12So Joseph brought them from
beside his knees, and he bowed
down with his face to the earth.

13And Joseph took them both,
Ephraim with his right hand toward
Israel’s left hand, and Manasseh

48:14

l Cp. Matt. 19:15;
Mark 10:16

m Josh. 17:1

48:15

n Gen. 47:7,10

o Gen. 24:40; cp.
2 Kin. 20:8

48:16

p Angel (of the
LORD): v. 16; Ex.
3:2. (Gen. 16:7;
Judg. 2:1, note)

q Redemption (re-
deeming relative
type): v. 16; Ex.
6:6. (Gen.
48:16; Is. 59:20,
note)

r Num. 26:34,37

48:21

s Gen. 46:4

48:22

t Gen. 14:7

48:1

a Gen. 46:20;
50:23

48:3

b Gen. 43:14;
49:25

c Gen. 35:6

48:4

d Gen. 46:3

e Gen. 35:12; Ex.
6:8

f Gen. 17:8

48:7

g Gen. 35:19

48:9

h Gen. 33:5

i v. 15

48:10

j Gen. 27:1;
1 Sam. 3:2

k Gen. 45:15;
50:1

80 GENESIS 48:1–22



Jacob’s prophetic blessing

49 aAND Jacob called his sons
and said, “Gather together,

that I may tell you what shall befall
you bin the last days:

2“Gather together and hear, you
sons of Jacob,

And listen to Israel your father.
3“Reuben, you are my firstborn,

My might and the beginning of
my strength,

The excellency of dignity and
the excellency of power.

4 Unstable as water, you shall not
excel,

cBecause you went up to your
father’s bed;

Then you defiled it—
He went up to my couch.

5“Simeon and Levi are brothers;
Instruments of cruelty are in

their dwelling place.
6 Let not my soul enter their

council;
Let not my honor be united to

their assembly;
For in their anger they dslew a

man,
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And in their self-will they

hamstrung an ox.
7 Cursed be their anger, for it is

fierce;
And their wrath, for it is cruel!
I will edivide them in Jacob
And scatter them in Israel.

8“Judah, f you are he whom your
brothers shall praise;

Your hand shall be on the neck
of your enemies;

Your father’s children shall
gbow down before you.

9 Judah is a hlion’s whelp;
From the prey, my son, you

have gone up.
He bows down, he lies down as

a lion;
And as a lion, who shall rouse

him?
10 The iscepter shall not depart

from Judah,
Nor a lawgiver from between

his feet,
Until jShiloh comes;
And kto Him shall be the

obedience of the people.
11 Binding his donkey to the vine,

And his donkey’s colt to the
choice vine,

49:10 Shiloh. Several suggestions have been offered to
explain the word “Shiloh.” The oldest translations render it
“whose it is” or “to whom it belongs” with reference to the
Messiah’s reign and the prophecy of Ezek. 21:27. The view
that refers it to the city of Shiloh is notably weak, for Judah
experienced no epochal crisis at Shiloh. The suggestion of

a few that the passage is fulfilled in David empties the pas-
sage of its force. Actually there was no manifest rule of Ju-
dah until David; therefore, the text indicates rule in Judah
before Shiloh comes. The reference is to Messiah. Rule in
Judah will not depart until He comes, when that sovereign-
ty will be heightened to include the world.

49:1 THE LAST DAYS

This is the first occurrence of the term “the last days,” a most important concept in Biblical prophecy. (The Hebrew
word for “last” here is acharith.) In general, the expression (as also “latter days,” “last time(s)”) refers to that terminal
period in the history of a particular group of people or nations when God’s announced purposes for them are about
to be consummated.

(1) In Dan. 2:28—10:14, it refers to the end of the rule of the Gentile nations.
(2) Most frequently in the OT, the term relates to Israel’s final rebellion against God (Deut. 31:29), accompanied by

a season of great trouble (Deut. 4:30; Ezek. 38:16), to be followed by her return to the LORD (Hos. 3:5), this being suc-
ceeded, in turn, by the establishment in Jerusalem of the center of divine sovereignty on earth, to which the nations of
the world will come up to learn the law of the LORD (Mic. 4:1). This is no doubt contemporary with the universal out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit predicted by Joel (Joel 2:28–29; Acts 2:17).

(3) In the NT the expression is twice used for that period of history introduced by the advent of Christ (Heb. 1:2;
1 Pet. 1:20); but

(4) more frequently of the end of the Church age, when departure from the faith, iniquity, and consequent peril will at-
tain their greatest intensity (2 Tim. 3:1; James 5:3; 1 Pet. 1:5; 2 Pet. 3:3). And 

(5) our Lord’s use of the expression “the last day” is found only in John’s Gospel, where it relates to the resurrection
(6:39,40,44,54; 12:48; compare 11:24). Chapter 49 would seem to combine the second and third of these definitions.
Compare Acts 2:17, note; also Joel 2:28, note.



By the hands of the fMighty
God of Jacob

(From there is the gShepherd,
the hStone of Israel),

25 By the iGod of your father who
will help you,

And by the Almighty who will
bless you

With blessings of heaven above,
Blessings of the jdeep that lies

beneath,
Blessings of the breasts and of

the womb.
26 The blessings of your father

Have excelled the blessings of
my ancestors,

Up to the utmost bound of the
keverlasting hills.

They shall be on the head of
Joseph,

And on the crown of the head
of him who was separate
from his brothers.

27“Benjamin is a ravenous wolf;
In the morning he shall devour

the prey,
And at night he shall divide the

spoil.”
28All these are the twelve tribes

of Israel, and this is what their fa-
ther spoke to them. And he blessed
them; he blessed each one accord-
ing to his own blessing.

29Then he charged them and said
to them: “I am to be lgathered to
my people; bury me with my fathers
in the cave that is in the field of
Ephron the mHittite,

30“in the cave that is in the field
of Machpelah, which is before
Mamre in the land of Canaan,
which Abraham bought with the
field of Ephron the Hittite as a pos-
session for a nburial place.

31o“There they buried Abraham
and Sarah his wife, there they
buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife,
and there I buried Leah.

32“The field and the cave that is

He washed his garments in
wine,

And his clothes in the blood of
grapes.

12 His eyes are darker than wine,
And his teeth whiter than milk.

13“Zebulun shall dwell by the
haven of the sea;

He shall become a haven for
ships,

And his border shall adjoin
aSidon.

14“Issachar b is a strong donkey,
Lying down between two

burdens;
15 He saw that rest was good,

And that the land was pleasant;
He bowed his shoulder to bear

a burden,
And became a band of slaves.

16“Dan c shall judge his people
As one of the tribes of Israel.

17 Dan shall be a serpent by the
way,

A viper by the path,
That bites the horse’s heels
So that its rider shall fall

backward.
18 I have waited for your

salvation, O LORD!
19“Gad,d a troop shall tramp upon

him,
But he shall triumph at last.

20“Bread from eAsher shall be rich,
And he shall yield royal dainties.

21“Naphtali is a deer let loose;
He uses beautiful words.

22“Joseph is a fruitful bough,
A fruitful bough by a well;
His branches run over the wall.

23 The archers have bitterly
grieved him,

Shot at him and hated him.
24 But his bow remained in

strength,
And the arms of his hands were

made strong
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49:28 he blessed them. Jacob’s life, ending in serenity
and blessing, testifies to God’s power to transform charac-
ter. Jacob’s spiritual life has six notable phases:

(1) the first exercise of faith, as shown in the purchase of
the birthright (Gen. 25:28–34; 27:9–29);

(2) the vision at Bethel (Gen. 28:10–19);
(3) walking in the flesh (Gen. 29:1—31:55);

(4) the transforming experience (Gen. 32:24–31);
(5) the return to Bethel: idols put away (Gen. 35:1–7); and
(6) the walk of faith in God (Gen. 37:1—49:33).

Israel: soldier of God. Jacob’s name was changed to
this after he wrestled with God at Peniel. He became
the father of the great nation of Israel.



there were purchased from the sons
of Heth.”

33And when Jacob had finished
commanding his sons, he drew his
feet up into the bed and breathed his
last, and was gathered to his people.

Burial of Jacob

50THEN aJoseph fell on his fa-
ther’s face, and bwept over

him, and kissed him.
2And Joseph commanded his ser-

vants the physicians to cembalm his
father. So the physicians embalmed
Israel.

3Forty days were required for
him, for such are the days required
for those who are embalmed; and
the Egyptians dmourned for him
seventy days.

4Now when the days of his
mourning were past, Joseph spoke
to the household of Pharaoh, saying,
“If now I have found favor in your
eyes, please speak in the hearing of
Pharaoh, saying,

5‘My father made me eswear, say-
ing, “Behold, I am dying; in my
grave which I dug for myself in the
land of Canaan, there you shall bury
me.” Now therefore, please let me
go up and bury my father, and I will
come back.’ ”

6And Pharaoh said, “Go up and
bury your father, as he made you
swear.”

7So Joseph went up to bury his fa-
ther; and with him went up all the
servants of Pharaoh, the elders of
his house, and all the elders of the
land of Egypt,

8as well as all the house of Jo-
seph, his brothers, and his father’s
house. Only their little ones, their
flocks, and their herds they left in
the land of Goshen.

9And there went up with him
both chariots and horsemen, and it
was a very great gathering.

10Then they came to the thresh-
ing floor of Atad, which is beyond
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the Jordan, and they mourned there
with a great and very solemn lamen-
tation. He observed seven days of
mourning for his father.

11And when the inhabitants of
the land, the Canaanites, saw the
mourning at the threshing floor of
Atad, they said, “This is a deep
mourning of the Egyptians.” There-
fore its name was called Abel Mizra-
im, which is beyond the Jordan.

12So his sons did for him just as
he had commanded them.

13For his sons carried him to the
land of Canaan, and fburied him in
the cave of the field of Machpelah,
before Mamre, which Abraham
bought with the field from Ephron
the gHittite as property for a burial
place.

14And after he had buried his fa-
ther, Joseph returned to Egypt, he
and his brothers and all who went
up with him to bury his father.

Joseph’s brothers afraid
15When Joseph’s brothers saw

that their father was dead, they
said, “Perhaps Joseph will hate us,
and may actually repay us for all the
evil which we did to him.”

16So they sent messengers to Jo-
seph, saying, “Before your father
died he commanded, saying,

17‘Thus you shall say to Joseph: “I
beg you, please forgive the trespass
of your brothers and their sin; for
they did evil to you.” ’ Now, please,
forgive the trespass of the servants
of the hGod of your father.” And Jo-
seph wept when they spoke to him.

18Then his brothers also went
and ifell down before his face, and
they said, “Behold, we are your ser-
vants.”

19Joseph said to them, “Do not be
afraid, for jam I in the place of God?

20“But as for you, you meant evil
against me; but kGod meant it for
good, in order to bring it about as it
is this day, to save many people alive.

50:2 embalmed. It was regular procedure in ancient
Egypt to embalm people of prominence. Many mummies
have been found, often in an excellent state of preserva-
tion. How elaborate the process was can be seen by the
fact that it required forty days (v. 3).

50:11 mourning. That is, of Egypt. Abel Mizraim.

Literally mourning of the Egyptians.

Canaan: low region. The land promised to Abraham
and his descendants, also known as Palestine.

50:20 meant it for good. An OT counterpart of Rom.
8:28.



24And Joseph csaid to his breth-
ren, “I am dying; but God will sure-
ly dvisit you, and bring you out of
this land eto the land of which He
swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob.”

25Then Joseph took an foath from
the children of Israel, saying, “God
will surely visit gyou, and you shall
carry up my hbones from here.”

26So Joseph died, being one hun-
dred and ten years old; and they
iembalmed him, and he was put in
a coffin in Egypt.

21“Now therefore, do not be
afraid; I will provide for you and
your little ones.” And he comforted
them and spoke kindly to them.

Joseph’s last days, and his death
22So Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he and

his father’s household. And Joseph
lived one hundred and ten years.

23Joseph saw aEphraim’s children
to the third generation. The chil-
dren of bMachir, the son of Manas-
seh, were also brought up on Jo-
seph’s knees.
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50:21 spoke kindly. Literally to their hearts.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Moses Deliverance c. 1450–1410 B.C.

Background
Exodus, like Genesis, is a title that is not of Hebrew but Greek origin. The Septuagint, a Greek translation of the Old
Testament, calls the book Exodos, a word meaning exit, departure—a fitting title for that which describes the going out
of the chosen people from the land where they had suffered helplessly as slaves for generations. The word exodos is
found in the Greek version of Exodus 19:1 and significantly in the Greek New Testament in Luke 9:31, Hebrews 11:22,
and 2 Peter 1:15.

God’s Relationship with Man
This redemption from Egypt was accomplished by divine, miraculous intervention and required, on the part of the Isra-
elites, only faith in the efficacy of shed blood (12:1–13). As in the New Testament, redemption is for the purpose of mak-
ing possible fellowship of a redeemed people with God. After the accomplishment of redemption from Egypt the law was
given, followed by a revelation of the great truths of worship acceptable to God as set forth in the tabernacle, with its ac-
companying sacrifices and attending priesthood.

In Exodus, God, hitherto connected with the Israelite people only through His covenant with Abraham (see Genesis
12:2, note), brings them to Himself nationally through redemption, puts them under the Mosaic Covenant (19:5, note),
and dwells among them in the cloud of glory. Galatians explains the relation of the law to the Abrahamic Covenant. In
the commandments God taught Israel His just demands. Experience under the commandments convicted Israel of sin;
and the provision of priesthood and sacrifice (filled with precious types of Christ) gave a guilty people a way of forgive-
ness, cleansing, restoration to fellowship, and worship.

Types in Exodus
Exodus presents many types rich in meaning. See notes on the following passages for the typical significance of Moses
(2:2); the Passover (12:11); manna (16:35); the rock (17:6); the tabernacle (25:9); showbread (25:30); also notes on oil
(27:20); and the priesthood (29:4,5).

Outline
Exodus may be divided into three major sections: 

I. Israel in Egypt: Oppression and Conflict with Pharaoh 1:1—12:36
A. Bondage of Israel, Birth and Early Life of Moses 1:1—2:25
B. Call of Moses 3:1—4:31
C. Contests with Pharaoh 5:1—11:10
D. Institution of Passover 12:1–36

II. The Exodus from Egypt and Journey to Sinai 12:37—18:27
A. First Stage of the Journey 12:37—13:22
B. Pursuit by Pharaoh, and His Defeat 14:1—15:21
C. Provisions in the Wilderness 15:22—18:27

III. At Sinai: the Giving of the Law and the Construction of the Tabernacle 19:1—40:38
A. Fifth Dispensation Instituted: Law 19:1–25
B. Details of the Law 20:1—32:35

1. Commandments, Judgments, and Feasts 20:1—24:8
2. Moses on Sinai 24:9—25:2
3. Details of the Tabernacle 25:3—27:21
4. The Priesthood 28:1—29:46
5. The Tabernacle’s Use 30:1—31:18
6. The Broken Law 32:1–35

C. Journey Resumed 33:1—35:35
D. Construction of the Tabernacle 36:1—40:38

THE SECOND BOOK OF MOSES CALLED

E X O D U S



in the field. All their service in
which they made them serve was
with rigor.

15Then the king of Egypt spoke to
the kHebrew midwives, of whom
the name of one was Shiphrah and
the name of the other Puah;

16and he said, “When you do the
duties of a midwife for the Hebrew
women, and see them on the birth-
stools, if it is a lson, then you shall
kill him; but if it is a daughter, then
she shall live.”

17But the midwives mfeared God,
and did nnot do as the king of Egypt
commanded them, but osaved the
male children alive.

18So the king of Egypt called for
the midwives and said to them,
“Why have you done this thing, and
saved the male children alive?”

19And the midwives said to Phar-
aoh, “Because the Hebrew women
are not like the Egyptian women;
for they are lively and give birth be-
fore the midwives come to them.”

20Therefore God pdealt well with
the midwives, and the people qmul-
tiplied and grew very mighty.

21And so it was, because the mid-
wives feared God, that He provided
households for them.

22So Pharaoh commanded all his
people, saying, “Every rson who is
born* you shall cast into the river,
and every daughter you shall save
alive.”

Birth of Moses: God prepares
a deliverer (Ex. 2:1—4:28)

2AND a sman of the house of
Levi went and took as wife a

tdaughter of Levi.
2So the woman conceived and

bore a son. And when she saw that

I. Israel in Egypt: Oppression and
Conflict with Pharaoh, 1:1—12:36

Events following Joseph’s death

1NOW these are the anames of
the children of Israel who came

to Egypt; each man and his house-
hold came with Jacob:

2Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah;
3Issachar, Zebulun, and Benja-

min;
4Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher.
5All those who were descen-

dants* of Jacob were bseventy* per-
sons (for Joseph was in Egypt al-
ready).

6And cJoseph died, all his broth-
ers, and all that generation.

7But the children of Israel were
dfruitful and increased abundantly,
multiplied and grew exceedingly
mighty; and the land was filled with
them.

The Egyptian bondage
8Now there arose a new king over

Egypt, ewho did not know Joseph.
9And he said to his people, “Look,

the people of the children of Israel
are more and fmightier than we;

10“come, let us gdeal shrewdly
with them, lest they multiply, and it
happen, in the event of war, that
they also join our enemies and fight
against us, and so go up out of the
land.”

11Therefore they set htaskmasters
over them to afflict them with their
burdens. And they built for Pharaoh
isupply cities, Pithom and Raamses.

12But the more they afflicted
them, the more they multiplied and
grew. And they were in dread of the
children of Israel.

13So the Egyptians made the chil-
dren of Israel jserve with rigor.

14And they made their lives bitter
with hard bondage—in mortar, in
brick, and in all manner of service

1:15

k Ex. 2:6

1:16

l Acts 7:19

1:17

m See Ps. 19:9,
note

n Cp. Dan. 3:16-
18

o Faith: v. 17; Ex.
12:28. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

1:20

p Cp. Gen. 15:1;
Ruth 2:12

q v. 17

1:22

r Acts 7:19

2:1

s Ex. 6:16-19

t Ex. 6:20

1:1

a Cp. Gen. 46:8-
27; Ex. 6:14-16

1:5

b Gen. 46:27;
Deut. 10:22

1:6

c Gen. 50:26; cp.
Gen. 37:1-50:26

1:7

d Gen. 28:3;
35:11; 46:3;
47:27; 48:4;
Num. 22:3;
Deut. 1:10-11;
Acts 7:17

1:8

e Acts 7:18-19

1:9

f Gen. 26:16

1:10

g Ps. 105:25

1:11

h Ex. 3:7; 5:6

i Cp. 1 Kin. 9:19;
2 Chr. 8:4

1:13

j Gen. 15:13; Ex.
5:7-19
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*1:5 Literally who came from the loins of
* Dead Sea Scrolls and Septuagint read seventy-five
(compare Acts 7:14). *1:22 Samaritan
Pentateuch, Septuagint, and Targum add to the
Hebrews.

1:8 Since Scripture does not give the personal name of
any Egyptian king in this period but calls them all by their
official title, Pharaoh, the time of the events from Exodus to
Ruth is uncertain. The date of 1447 B.C. has been suggested
for the Exodus and is used in this edition of the Bible; the
beginning of the oppression would then be about 1550 B.C.
However, some conservative scholars place the dates as
much as two centuries later.

1:15 midwives. Evidently the two leaders among the
midwives.

Shiphrah and Puah: beauty/splendor. God-fearing
midwives in Egypt who refused to follow Pharaoh’s
orders to kill any male infants born to the Hebrew
women.

1:22 river. That is, the Nile.



he was a abeautiful child, she bhid
him three months.

3But when she could no longer
hide him, she took an ark of cbul-
rushes for him, daubed it with das-
phalt and epitch, put the child in it,
and laid it in the freeds by the riv-
er’s bank.

4And his gsister stood afar off, to
know what would be done to him.

5Then the daughter of Pharaoh
came down to bathe at the river.
And her maidens walked along the
riverside; and when she saw the ark
among the reeds, she sent her maid
to get it.

6And when she opened it, she
saw the child, and behold, the baby
wept. So she had compassion on
him, and said, “This is one of the
hHebrews’ children.”

7Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s
daughter, “Shall I go and call a
nurse for you from the Hebrew
women, that she may nurse the
child for you?”

8And Pharaoh’s daughter said to
her, “Go.” So the maiden went and
called the child’s mother.

9Then Pharaoh’s daughter said to
her, “Take this child away and nurse
him for me, and I will give you your
wages.” So the woman took the
child and nursed him.

10And the child grew, and she
brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter,
and he became her son. So she
called his name Moses, saying, “Be-
cause I drew him out of the water.”

2:13

i Prov. 25:8

2:14

j Cp. Gen. 32:7;
Judg. 6:27; Heb.
11:27

2:15

k Acts 7:29; cp.
Heb. 11:27

l Ex. 3:1

m Gen. 24:11;
29:2; Ex. 15:27

2:16

n Cp. Gen. 29:6-9

o Gen. 30:38

2:17

p Gen. 47:3;
1 Sam. 25:7

q Cp. Gen. 26:19-
21

r Gen. 29:3,10

2:2

a Heb. 11:23

b Acts 7:20; Heb.
11:23

2:3

c Is. 18:2

d Gen. 14:10

e Gen. 6:14; Is.
34:9

f Is. 19:6

2:4

g Ex. 15:20; Num.
26:59

2:6

h vv. 1-2
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Moses identifies himself with Israel;

rejected, he flees to Midian
(Heb. 11:23–27)

11Now it came to pass in those
days, when Moses was grown, that
he went out to his brethren and
looked at their burdens. And he saw
an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one
of his brethren.

12So he looked this way and that
way, and when he saw no one, he
killed the Egyptian and hid him in
the sand.

13And when he went out the sec-
ond day, behold, two Hebrew men
were i fighting, and he said to the
one who did the wrong, “Why are
you striking your companion?”

14Then he said, “Who made you a
prince and a judge over us? Do you
intend to kill me as you killed the
Egyptian?” So Moses j feared and
said, “Surely this thing is known!”

15When Pharaoh heard of this
matter, he sought to kill Moses. But
Moses kfled from the face of Phar-
aoh and dwelt in the land of lMidi-
an; and he sat down by a mwell.

16Now the priest of Midian had
seven daughters. And they ncame
and drew water, and they filled the
otroughs to water their father’s
flock.

17Then the pshepherds came and
qdrove them away; but Moses stood
up and helped them, and rwatered
their flock.

18When they came to Reuel their

Levi: associate. One of the twelve tribes of Israel.
Their ancestor was Levi, third son of Jacob. This tribe
was designated to serve as priests.

2:2 son. Moses, a type of Christ the Deliverer (Is. 61:1–2;
Luke 4:18–19; 2 Cor. 1:10; 1 Thess. 1:10): (1) A divinely
chosen deliverer (Ex. 3:7–10; Acts 7:25; John 3:16). (2) Re-
jected by Israel he turns to the Gentiles (Ex. 2:11–15; Acts
7:23–29; 18:5–6; compare Acts 28:17–28). (3) During his
rejection he gains a bride (Ex. 2:16–21; Matt. 12:14–21;
2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:30–32). (4) Afterward he again appears
as Israel’s deliverer, and is accepted (Ex. 4:29–31; Rom.
11:24–26; compare Acts 15:14–17). And (5) officially, Mo-
ses typifies Christ as Prophet (Acts 3:22–23), Advocate (Ex.
32:31–35; 1 John 2:1–2), Intercessor (Ex. 17:1–6; Heb. 7:25),
and Leader, or King (Deut. 33:4–5; Is. 55:4; Heb. 2:10);
whereas in relation to the house of God, he is in contrast
with Christ. Moses was faithful as a servant over another’s
house; Christ, as a Son over His own house (Heb. 3:5–6).

2:10 Moses. Hebrew Mosheh. Compare Hebrew
Mashah, to draw out. The name Moses was already famil-
iar in the Egyptian court. Several Pharaohs had borne
names compounded from the element “Moses,” as Ramose
(or Rameses) and Thutmose (or Thothmes). The fact that
this Hebrew woman’s child was given such a name cor-
roborates the Egyptian background of the story. Verse 10
points out that the name seemed to her to be especially ap-
propriate because of its similarity to the Hebrew word
meaning draw out.

Moses: saved from the water. The great leader of the
Israelites who led them out of slavery in Egypt to the
Promised Land.

Midian: strife. An area in the desert of northwest Ara-
bia where Moses lived for 40 years after he fled from
Egypt.

2:18 Reuel. Or Raguel, Num. 10:29.



peared to him in a flame of fire from
the midst of a bush. So he looked,
and behold, the bush was burning
with fire, but the bush was not con-
sumed.

3Then Moses said, “I will now
turn aside and see this great sight,
why the bush does not burn.”

4So when the LORD saw that he
turned aside to look, God called to
him from the midst of the bush and
said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said,
“Here I am.”

5Then He said, “Do not draw
near this place. Take your sandals
off your feet, for the place where
you stand is holy ground.”

6Moreover He said, “I am the God
of your father—the hGod of Abra-
ham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face,
for he was afraid to look upon God.

7And the LORD said: “I have sure-
ly seen the oppression of My people
who are in Egypt, and have heard
their cry because of their taskmas-
ters, for I know their sorrows.

8“So I have come down to deliver
them out of the hand of the Egyp-
tians, and to bring them up from
that land to a good and large land, to
a land flowing with milk and honey,
to the place of the iCanaanites and
the Hittites and the Amorites and
the Perizzites and the Hivites and
the Jebusites.

9“Now therefore, behold, the cry
of the children of Israel has come to
Me, and I have also seen the op-
pression with which the Egyptians
oppress them.

10“Come now, therefore, and I
will send you to Pharaoh that you

father, he said, “How is it that you
have come so soon today?”

19And they said, “An Egyptian de-
livered us from the hand of the
shepherds, and he also drew enough
water for us and watered the flock.”

20So he said to his daughters,
“And where is he? Why is it that
you have left the man? Call him,
that he may aeat bread.”

21Then Moses was content to live
with the man, and he gave Zippo-
rah his daughter to Moses.

22And she bore him a son. He
called his name Gershom,* for he
said, “I have been a stranger in a
foreign land.”

God’s pity upon Israel
23Now it happened in the process

of time that the king of Egypt died.
Then the children of Israel groaned
because of the bondage, and they
cried out; and their cry came up to
God because of the bondage.

24So God heard their groaning,
and God remembered His bcov-
enant with Abraham, with Isaac,
and with Jacob.

25And God looked upon the chil-
dren of Israel, and God acknowl-
edged them.

The burning bush: Moses called

3 cNOW Moses was tending the
flock of dJethro his father-in-law,

the priest of eMidian. And he led
the flock to the back of the desert,
and came to fHoreb, the mountain
of God.

2And the gAngel of the LORD ap-

3:6

h Matt. 22:32;
Mark 12:26;
Acts 7:32

3:8

i Gen. 15:21; Ex.
13:5; Josh.
24:11

2:20

a Gen. 43:25

2:24

b Gen. 12:1-3;
15:18-21; 17:1-
14; 22:15-18;
26:1-5; 28:13-
15

3:1

c Kingdom (OT):
vv. 1-10; Ex.
19:9. (Gen.
1:26; Zech.
12:8, note)

d Ex. 4:18

e Ex. 2:15; 4:19

f Ex. 17:6

3:2

g Angel (of the
LORD): 3:2-4:17;
Ex. 14:19. (Gen.
16:7; Judg. 2:1,
note)

88 EXODUS 2:19—3:10

*2:22 Literally Stranger There

Zipporah: bird. The wife of Moses who lived in Midian.

3:2 appeared. Approximately 1450 B.C. See Ex. 1:8, note.
3:8 Hittites. Until the twentieth century the Hittites

were unknown apart from the Bible. This once puzzling
reference to them has, however, been illuminated by the
findings of archaeology. From Egyptian monuments (Tell
el-Amarna Tablets) and the Assyrian texts, it has been
shown that these were the Kheta or Hatti. Expeditions in the
first dozen years of this century have revealed that Boghaz-
koi in Asia Minor (east of Ankara, Turkey) was the capital of
the Hittite Empire. Periods of Hittite prominence: about
2000–1800 B.C. and about 1400–1200 B.C.

3:2 GOD’S PRESENCE 
MANIFESTED THROUGH NATURE

God often made His presence known to His people
through various forms of nature, especially in the 
Old Testament.

Burning bush Exodus 3:2
Clouds Exodus 13:21; 1 Kings 8:11
Fire and smoke Genesis 15:17,18; Exodus

13:21,22; 19:16–19; 40:38;
Judges 13:20

Rainbow Ezekiel 1:28; Revelation 4:3
Thunder and Lightning Exodus 19:16
Whirlwind Job 38:1; Ezekiel 1:4



may bring My people, the children
of Israel, out of Egypt.”

11But Moses said to God, a“Who
am I that I should go to Pharaoh,
and that I should bring the children
of Israel out of Egypt?”

12So He said, “I will certainly be
with you. And this shall be a bsign
to you that I have sent you: When
you have brought the people out of
Egypt, you shall serve God on this
mountain.”

God reveals Himself as the LORD:
Moses commissioned

13Then Moses said to God, “In-
deed, when I come to the children
of Israel and say to them, ‘The God
of your fathers has sent me to you,’
and they say to me, ‘What is His
name?’ what shall I say to them?”

14And God said to Moses, c“I AM
WHO I AM.” And He said, “Thus
you shall say to the children of Isra-
el, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ”

15Moreover God said to Moses,
“Thus you shall say to the children
of dIsrael: ‘The LORD God of your fa-
thers, the God of Abraham, the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has
sent me to you. This is My name
forever, and this is My memorial to
all generations.’

16“Go and egather the elders of
Israel together, and say to them,
‘The LORD God of your fathers, the
God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Ja-
cob, appeared to me, saying, “I have
surely fvisited you and seen what is
done to you in Egypt;

17“and I have said I will bring you
up out of the affliction of Egypt to
the land of the Canaanites and the
gHittites and the Amorites and the
Perizzites and the Hivites and the
Jebusites, to a land flowing with
milk and honey.” ’

18“Then they will heed your
voice; and you shall come, you and
the elders of Israel, to the king of

3:18

h Ex. 5:3

i Cp. Ex. 4:24

j Ex. 5:1

3:19

k Ex. 5:2

3:20

l Ex. 6:6

m Ex. 4:21

n Cp. Ex. 12:31-
37

3:21

o Ex. 11:3

3:22

p Ex. 11:2

q Ex. 33:6

r Ex. 12:36

4:3

s Miracles (OT):
vv. 3-4,6-7; Ex.
7:10. (Gen.
5:24; Jon. 1:17,
note)

4:5

t Ex. 19:9

3:11

a Ex. 4:10

3:12

b Ex. 4:8

3:14

c Deity (names
of): vv. 13-15;
Ex. 34:6. (Gen.
1:1; Mal. 3:18,
note)

3:15

d Israel (history):
vv. 15-17; Ex.
12:1. (Gen.
12:2; Rom.
11:26, note)

3:16

e Ex. 4:29

f Gen. 50:24; Ex.
4:31

3:17

g See 2 Kin. 7:6,
note

EXODUS 3:11—4:6 89
Egypt; and you shall say to him,
‘The hLORD God of the Hebrews has
imet with us; and now, please, let
us go three days’ journey into the
wilderness, that we may jsacrifice to
the LORD our God.’

19“But I am sure that the king of
Egypt will knot let you go, no, not
even by a mighty hand.

20“So I will lstretch out My hand
and strike Egypt with all My mwon-
ders which I will do in its midst;
and after that he will nlet you go.

21“And I will ogive this people fa-
vor in the sight of the Egyptians;
and it shall be, when you go, that
you shall not go empty-handed.

22“But every pwoman shall ask of
her neighbor, namely, of her who
dwells near her house, qarticles of
silver, articles of gold, and clothing;
and you shall put them on your sons
and on your daughters. So you shall
rplunder the Egyptians.”

Moses’ first objection: unbelief
of the people

4THEN Moses answered and
said, “But suppose they will not

believe me or listen to my voice;
suppose they say, ‘The LORD has not
appeared to you.’ ”

2So the LORD said to him, “What
is that in your hand?” He said, “A
rod.”

3And He said, “Cast it on the
ground.” So he cast it on the
ground, and it sbecame a serpent;
and Moses fled from it.

4Then the LORD said to Moses,
“Reach out your hand and take it by
the tail” (and he reached out his
hand and caught it, and it became a
rod in his hand),

5“that they may tbelieve that the
LORD God of their fathers, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob, has appeared to you.”

6Furthermore the LORD said to
him, “Now put your hand in your

3:14 I AM WHO I AM. In this initial self-identification
of God it is significant that the verb is in the first person; the
Speaker names Himself, thus emphasizing His personal
identification. It is the announcement of a present God,
who has come to fulfill His covenant and keep His promise
to the afflicted posterity of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
Compare 34:6, note; Mal. 3:18, note.

4:2 hand. The use of little things. Compare Judg. 3:31;
1 Kin. 17:12–16; John 6:9; 1 Cor. 1:25-31. rod. The sign
of the rod = power (Ps. 2:9; 110:2; Rev. 2:27). It was Mo-
ses’ shepherd’s crook, the tool of his calling. Cast down, it
became a serpent; taken up in faith it became “the rod of
God” (4:20; see 7:12, note).

4:6 put your hand in your bosom. The sign of leprosy.



and jput the words in his kmouth.
And I will be with your mouth and
with his mouth, and I will teach you
what you shall do.

16“So he shall be your spokesman
to the people. And he himself shall
be las a mouth for you, and you
shall be to him as God.

17“And you shall take this mrod in
your hand, with which you shall do
the signs.”

Moses returns to Egypt
18So Moses went and returned to

nJethro his father-in-law, and said to
him, “Please let me go and return to
my brethren who are in Egypt, and
see whether they are still alive.” And
Jethro said to Moses, o“Go in peace.”

19Now the LORD said to Moses in
pMidian, “Go, return to qEgypt; for
rall the men who sought your life
are dead.”

20Then Moses stook his wife and
his sons and set them on a donkey,
and he returned to the land of
Egypt. And Moses took the trod of
God in his hand.

21And the LORD said to Moses,
“When you go back to Egypt, see
that you do all those uwonders be-
fore Pharaoh which I have put in
your hand. But I will vharden his
heart, so that he will not let the
people go.

22“Then you shall wsay to Phar-
aoh, ‘Thus says the LORD: x“Israel is
My son, My firstborn.

23“So I say to you, let My son go
that he may serve Me. But if you
refuse to let him go, indeed I will
ykill your son, your firstborn.” ’ ”

24And it came to pass on the way,
at the zencampment, that the LORD
aamet him and sought to kill him.

25Then bbZipporah took a ccsharp
stone and cut off the foreskin of her
son and cast it at Moses’* feet, and

bosom.” And he put his hand in his
bosom, and when he took it out, be-
hold, his hand was a leprous, like
snow.

7And He said, “Put your hand in
your bosom again.” So he put his
hand in his bosom again, and drew
it out of his bosom, and behold, it
was restored like his other flesh.

8“Then it will be, if they do not
believe you, nor heed the message
of the bfirst sign, that they may be-
lieve the message of the latter sign.

9“And it shall be, if they do not
believe even these c two signs, or
listen to your voice, that you shall
take water from the river* and pour
it on the dry land. The water which
you take from the river will become
blood on the dry land.”

Moses’ second objection: his
lack of eloquence

10Then Moses dsaid to the LORD,
“O my Lord, I am not eloquent, nei-
ther before nor since You have spo-
ken to Your servant; but I am slow
of speech and slow of tongue.”

11So the LORD said to him, e“Who
has made man’s mouth? Or who
makes the mute, the deaf, the see-
ing, or the blind? Have not I, the
LORD?

12“Now therefore, go, and I will
be fwith your mouth and teach you
what you shall say.”

13But he said, “O my Lord, please
send by the hand of whomever else
You may send.”

God appoints Aaron spokesman
14So the ganger of the LORD was

kindled against Moses, and He said:
“Is not Aaron the Levite your
hbrother? I know that he can speak
well. And look, he is also coming
out to meet you. When he sees you,
he will be glad in his heart.

15“Now you shall ispeak to him

4:15

j 2 Sam. 14:3,19

k Inspiration: vv.
15,28,30; Ex.
17:14. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

4:16

l v. 30; 7:1-2

4:17

m Ex. 7:15

4:18

n Ex. 3:1

o Judg. 18:6; cp.
Gen. 43:23

4:19

p Ex. 3:1; 18:1

q Gen. 46:3,6

r Ex. 2:15,23

4:20

s Ex. 18:2-5

t Ex. 17:9

4:21

u Ex. 3:20; 11:9-
10

v Ex. 11:9

4:22

w Cp. Ex. 5:1

x Hos. 11:1

4:23

y Ex. 11:5

4:24

z Gen. 42:27

aa Ex. 3:18; 5:3

4:25

bb Ex. 2:21; 18:2

cc Josh. 5:2-3

4:6

a Num. 12:10

4:8

b Ex. 7:6-13

4:9

c vv. 1-8,21

4:10

d Ex. 3:11; 6:12

4:11

e Ps. 94:9

4:12

f Cp. Num. 22:38

4:14

g Num. 11:1,33

h Num. 26:59

4:15

i Ex. 7:1-2

90 EXODUS 4:7–25

*4:9 That is, the Nile *4:25 Literally his

Inside his cloak, Moses’ hand covered his heart. The heart
stands for what we are, the hand for what we do. What we
are, that ultimately we do. It is a sign of Luke 6:43–45. The
two signs, rod and hand, speak of preparation for service:
(1) consecration—our capacity taken up for God; (2) the
hand that holds the rod of God’s power must be a cleansed
hand swayed by a new heart (Is. 52:11).

4:14 Aaron the Levite. See Ex. 28:1, note.

Jethro: excellence. A priest of Midian who became
Moses’ father-in-law and advisor.

4:24 kill him. Compare Gen. 17:14. The context (v. 25)
interprets v. 24. Moses was forgetful of the foundation sign
of Israel’s covenant relation to God. On the eve of deliver-
ing Israel he was reminded that without circumcision an Is-
raelite was cut off from the covenant. See Josh. 5:2–9.



said, “Surely you are a husband of
blood to me!”

26So He let him go. Then she said,
“You are a husband of blood!”—be-
cause of the circumcision.

Aaron meets Moses: deliverance
announced to Israel

27And the LORD said to Aaron, “Go
into the wilderness to meet Moses.”
So he went and met him on the
mountain of God, and kissed him.

28So Moses told Aaron all the
words of the LORD who had sent
him, and all the signs which He had
commanded him.

29Then Moses and Aaron went
and gathered together aall the el-
ders of the children of Israel.

30And Aaron spoke all the words
which the LORD had spoken to Mo-
ses. Then he did the signs in the
sight of the people.

31So the people believed; and
when they heard that the LORD had
bvisited the children of Israel and
that He had clooked on their afflic-
tion, then they dbowed their heads
and worshiped.

The contest with Pharaoh (Ex. 5–-14)

5AFTERWARD Moses and Aaron
went in and told Pharaoh, “Thus

says the LORD God of Israel: ‘Let My
people go, that they may ehold a
feast to Me in the wilderness.’ ”

2And Pharaoh said, f“Who is the
LORD, that I should obey His voice
to let Israel go? I do not know the
LORD, gnor will I let Israel go.”

3So they said, h“The God of the

5:3

i Ex. 4:24; Num.
23:3

j Ex. 9:15

5:4

k Ex. 2:11; 6:6

5:6

l Ex. 3:7

5:7

m Ex. 1:14

5:8

n v. 17

5:11

o v. 19

4:29

a Ex. 3:16; 12:21

4:31

b Ex. 3:16; 13:19

c Ex. 3:7; Deut.
26:7

d Gen. 24:26; Ex.
12:27

5:1

e Ex. 3:18; 7:16

5:2

f 2 Kin. 18:35

g Ex. 3:19; 7:14

5:3

h Ex. 3:18; 7:16

EXODUS 4:26—5:12 91
Hebrews has imet with us. Please,
let us go three days’ journey into
the desert and sacrifice to the LORD
our God, lest He fall upon us with
jpestilence or with the sword.”

4Then the king of Egypt said to
them, “Moses and Aaron, why do
you take the people from their
work? Get back to your klabor.”

5And Pharaoh said, “Look, the
people of the land are many now,
and you make them rest from their
labor!”

6So the same day Pharaoh com-
manded the ltaskmasters of the peo-
ple and their officers, saying,

7“You shall no longer give the
people straw to make mbrick as be-
fore. Let them go and gather straw
for themselves.

8“And you shall lay on them the
quota of bricks which they made be-
fore. You shall not reduce it. For
they are n idle; therefore they cry
out, saying, ‘Let us go and sacrifice
to our God.’

9“Let more work be laid on the
men, that they may labor in it, and
let them not regard false words.”

10And the taskmasters of the peo-
ple and their officers went out and
spoke to the people, saying, “Thus
says Pharaoh: ‘I will not give you
straw.

11‘Go, get yourselves straw where
you can find it; yet onone of your
work will be reduced.’ ”

12So the people were scattered
abroad throughout all the land of
Egypt to gather stubble instead of
straw.

5:1 LORD God of Israel. The first time this name, the
LORD God of Israel, is used in OT. See the note at 34:6.

Aaron: light. Moses’ brother who helped Moses speak
in the presence of Pharaoh. He became the first high
priest of Israel.

4:21 THE HARDENING OF PHARAOH’S HEART

Compare Ex. 7:3,13,14,22; 8:15,19,32; 9:7,12,34–35; 10:1,20,27; 11:10; 14:4,8. There are two aspects of the hard-
ening of Pharaoh’s heart: (1) the judicial; and (2) the personal. The first expresses the sovereignty of God; the second
reflects the responsibility of man. In the course of the narrative of the contest with Pharaoh, the LORD is spoken of in
nine instances as hardening Pharaoh’s heart, whereas Pharaoh himself is in three instances said to have hardened his
own heart. In five references it is stated, without indicating the cause, that Pharaoh’s heart was hardened.

The Hebrew uses three different words to tell the condition of Pharaoh’s heart. These words indicate obstinacy. God
permitted the wicked nature of Pharaoh to be manifested and then, in subduing Pharaoh’s opposition, God revealed
His sovereign majesty. Light rejected, rightful obedience refused, inevitably hardens conscience and heart. Compare
Rom. 9:17–24.



brought trouble on this people?
Why is it You have sent me?

23“For since I came to Pharaoh to
speak in Your name, he has done
evil to this people; neither have You
delivered Your people at all.”

The God of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob encourages Moses

6THEN the LORD said to Moses,
“Now you shall see what I will

do to Pharaoh. For with a strong
hand he will let them go, and with a
cstrong hand he will drive them out
of his land.”

2And God spoke to Moses and
said to him: “I am the LORD.

3“I dappeared to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob, as eGod Al-
mighty, but by My name fLORD I was
not known to them.

4“I have also established My gcov-
enant with them, to give them the
land of Canaan, the land of their
hpilgrimage, in which they were
strangers.

5“And I have also iheard the
groaning of the children of Israel
whom the Egyptians keep in
bondage, and I have remembered
My covenant.

6“Therefore say to the children of
Israel: j‘I am the LORD; I will kbring
you lout from under the burdens of
the Egyptians, I will rescue you
from their bondage, and I will mre-
deem you with an outstretched arm
and with great judgments.

7‘I will take you as My npeople,
and I will be your God. Then you
shall know that I am the LORD your
God who brings you out from under
the burdens of the Egyptians.

13And the taskmasters forced
them to hurry, saying, “Fulfill your
work, your daily quota, as when
there was straw.”

14Also the aofficers of the chil-
dren of Israel, whom Pharaoh’s task-
masters had set over them, were
bbeaten and were asked, “Why
have you not fulfilled your task in
making brick both yesterday and to-
day, as before?”

15Then the officers of the chil-
dren of Israel came and cried out to
Pharaoh, saying, “Why are you deal-
ing thus with your servants?

16“There is no straw given to
your servants, and they say to us,
‘Make brick!’ And indeed your ser-
vants are beaten, but the fault is in
your own people.”

17But he said, “You are idle! Idle!
Therefore you say, ‘Let us go and
sacrifice to the LORD.’

18“Therefore go now and work;
for no straw shall be given you, yet
you shall deliver the quota of
bricks.”

19And the officers of the children
of Israel saw that they were in trou-
ble after it was said, “You shall not
reduce any bricks from your daily
quota.”

20Then, as they came out from
Pharaoh, they met Moses and Aaron
who stood there to meet them.

21And they said to them, “Let the
LORD look on you and judge, be-
cause you have made us abhorrent
in the sight of Pharaoh and in the
sight of his servants, to put a sword
in their hand to kill us.”

22So Moses returned to the LORD
and said, “Lord, why have You
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6:3 LORD. On the basis of this verse many critics have
claimed that two of the sources of the books of Moses are a
document using Elohim for the name of God, and one em-
ploying Jehovah; and that this passage reveals that the
writer was ignorant of the many sections of Genesis in
which Jehovah (usually written LORD) is used (see Intro., p.
xiii). It is further assumed that the writer of Ex. 6:3 believed
that the name Jehovah was first made known in Moses’
time. The answer to these assumptions is as follows:
(1) The statement, “by My name LORD [JEHOVAH] I was not
known to them” can also be translated as a rhetorical ques-
tion, “By My name LORD [JEHOVAH] was I not known to
them?” (2) In the OT the verb “to know” generally means
far more than to have an intellectual knowledge. There are

many instances of this, such as Amos 3:2: “You only have
I known of all the families of the earth.” (3) The patriarchs
were familiar with the name Jehovah, but their experience
of God was largely that of Him as El-Shaddai (compare
Gen. 17:1, note), the One who provided for all their needs.
Here in Ex. 6:3 God tells Moses that He is now about to be
revealed in that aspect of His character signified by Jeho-
vah—that is, His covenant-relation to Israel as the One
who redeems her from sin and delivers her from Egypt
(compare vv. 6–8). (4) Actually there is no contrast in Ex.
6:3 between Elohim and Jehovah, the names in this text
being El-Shaddai and Jehovah. And (5) the Genesis record
over and over reveals knowledge of the name Jehovah; for
an outstanding example, compare Gen. 49:18.



8‘And I will bring you into the
land which I aswore to give to Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob; and I will
give it to you as a heritage: I am the
LORD.’ ”

9So Moses spoke thus to the chil-
dren of Israel; but they did not heed
Moses, because of banguish of spirit
and cruel bondage.

10And the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying,

11“Go in, tell Pharaoh king of
Egypt to let the children of Israel go
out of his land.”

12And Moses spoke before the
LORD, saying, “The children of Israel
have not heeded me. How then
shall Pharaoh heed me, for I am of
uncircumcised lips?”

13Then the LORD spoke to Moses
and Aaron, and gave them a ccom-
mand for the children of Israel and
for Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring
the children of Israel out of the land
of Egypt.

The heads of the children of Israel:
sons of Reuben, Simeon, Levi

14These are the heads of their fa-
thers’ houses: The dsons of Reuben,
the firstborn of Israel, were Hanoch,
Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi. These are
the families of Reuben.

15And the esons of Simeon were
Jemuel,* Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zo-
har, and Shaul the son of a Canaan-
ite woman. These are the families
of Simeon.

16These are the names of the
fsons of Levi according to their gen-
erations: Gershon, Kohath, and Me-
rari. And the years of the life of Levi
were one hundred and thirty-seven.
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17The sons of Gershon were Libni

and Shimi according to their fami-
lies.

18And the sons of Kohath were
Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel.
And the years of the life of Kohath
were one hundred and thirty-three.

19The sons of Merari were Mahli
and Mushi. These are the families of
Levi according to their generations.

20Now gAmram took for himself
h Jochebed, his father’s sister, as
wife; and she bore him hAaron and
Moses. And the years of the life of
Amram were one hundred and thir-
ty-seven.

21The sons of Izhar were Korah,
Nepheg, and Zichri.

22And the sons of Uzziel were
Mishael, Elzaphan, and Zithri.

23Aaron took to himself Elisheba,
daughter of Amminadab, sister of
Nahshon, as wife; and she bore him
iNadab, Abihu, jEleazar, and Itha-
mar.

24And the sons of Korah were As-
sir, Elkanah, and Abiasaph. These
are the families of the Korahites.

25Eleazar, Aaron’s son, took for
himself one of the daughters of Puti-
el as wife; and she bore him kPhine-
has. These are the heads of the
fathers’ houses of the Levites ac-
cording to their families.

26These are the same Aaron and
Moses to whom the LORD said,
l“Bring out the children of Israel
from the land of Egypt according to
their armies.”

27These are the ones who spoke
to Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring
out the children of Israel from
Egypt. These are the same Moses
and Aaron.

Despite God’s encouragement (v. 1),
Moses pleads his lack of eloquence
28And it came to pass, on the day

the LORD spoke to Moses in the land
of Egypt,

29that the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying, “I am the LORD. Speak to
Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I say
to you.”
*6:15 Spelled Nemuel in Numbers 26:12

Jochebed: Jehovah is glorious. The mother of Moses.

6:6 REDEMPTION: (EXODUS) 
SUMMARY

Exodus is the book of redemption and teaches: (1) re-
demption is wholly from God (Ex. 3:7–8; John 3:16);
(2) redemption is through a person (Ex. 2:2, note; John
3:16–17); (3) redemption is by blood (Ex. 12:13,23,27;
1 Pet. 1:18–19); and (4) redemption is by power (Ex. 6:6;
13:14; Rom. 8:2. See Is. 59:20 and Rom. 3:24, notes).

The blood of Christ redeems the believer from the
guilt and penalty of sin (1 Pet. 1:18–19) and the power
of the Holy Spirit delivers from the dominion of sin on
the basis of Calvary (Rom. 8:2; Gal. 5:16).



down his rod before Pharaoh and
before his servants, and it pbecame
a serpent.

11But Pharaoh also called the wise
men and the sorcerers; so the qma-
gicians of Egypt, they also did in like
manner with their enchantments.

12For every man threw down his
rod, and they became serpents. But
Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods.

13And Pharaoh’s heart grew hard,
and he did not heed them, as the
LORD had said.

Water turned to blood
14So the LORD said to Moses:

“Pharaoh’s heart is hard; he refuses
to let the people go.

15“Go to Pharaoh in the morning,
when he goes out to the rwater, and
you shall stand by the river’s bank
to meet him; and the srod which
was turned to a serpent you shall
take in your hand.

16“And you shall say to him, ‘The
LORD God of the Hebrews has sent
me to you, saying, “Let My people
go, that they may tserve Me in the
wilderness”; but indeed, until now
you would not hear!

17‘Thus says the LORD: “By this
you shall know that I am the LORD.
Behold, I will strike the waters
which are in the river with the rod
that is in my hand, and they shall be
turned to ublood.

18“And the fish that are in the riv-
er shall die, the river shall stink,
and the Egyptians will loathe to
drink the water of the river.” ’ ”

19Then the LORD spoke to Moses,
“Say to Aaron, ‘Take your rod and
stretch out your hand over the wa-
ters of Egypt, over their streams,
over their rivers, over their ponds,
and over all their pools of water,

30But Moses said before the LORD,
“Behold, I am of uncircumcised lips,
and how shall Pharaoh heed me?”

Moses’ commission renewed

7SO the LORD said to Moses:
“See, I have made you as aGod

to Pharaoh, and bAaron your broth-
er shall be your prophet.

2c“You shall speak all that I com-
mand you. And Aaron your brother
shall tell Pharaoh to send the chil-
dren of Israel out of his land.

3“And I will dharden Pharaoh’s
heart, and multiply My esigns and
My wonders in the land of Egypt.

4“But fPharaoh will not heed you,
so that I may glay My hand on Egypt
and bring My armies and My peo-
ple, the children of Israel, out of the
land of Egypt by great h judgments.

5“And the Egyptians shall iknow
that I am the LORD, when I jstretch
out My hand on Egypt and kbring
out the children of Israel from
among them.”

6Then Moses and Aaron did so;
just as the LORD commanded them,
so they did.

7And lMoses was eighty years old
and mAaron eighty-three years old
when they spoke to Pharaoh.

Aaron’s rod becomes a serpent;
Egypt’s magicians also do enchantments

8Then the LORD spoke to Moses
and Aaron, saying,

9“When Pharaoh speaks to you,
saying, n‘Show a miracle for your-
selves,’ then you shall say to Aaron,
‘Take your rod and cast it before
Pharaoh, and let it become a oser-
pent.’ ”

10So Moses and Aaron went in to
Pharaoh, and they did so, just as the
LORD commanded. And Aaron cast
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Pharaoh: the sun. The title for the rulers of Egypt.

7:5 when I stretch out My hand. A prophetic sign also.
The nations will know the LORD when He restores and
blesses Israel in the kingdom (Is. 2:1–3; 11:10–12; 14:1;
60:4–5; Ezek. 37:28).

7:12 became serpents. The rods of the magicians are
said to have become serpents just as in Moses’ act. Some
believe that this can be explained only by assuming that ei-
ther (1) the magicians themselves had power to create life;
or (2) on this occasion God gave them such power. Prefer-

ably it would seem that (3) the rods of the magicians were
actually rigid snakes which, when cast upon the ground,
were seen to be what they really were—snakes. Snakes
were, and still are, a common element in the paraphernalia
of Egyptian magicians. rod. Compare Ex. 4:2. As here the
serpents, symbols of Satan, who had the power of death
(Heb. 2:14; Rev. 12:9), are swallowed up, so in resurrec-
tion death will be “swallowed up in victory” (1 Cor.
15:54). Compare Num. 17:8. Victory was won by our Lord
Jesus Christ through His death at Calvary for sin, and by
His resurrection.



that they may become blood. And
there shall be blood throughout all
the land of Egypt, both in buckets of
wood and pitchers of stone.’ ”

20And Moses and Aaron did so,
just as the LORD commanded. So he
lifted up the rod and struck the wa-
ters that were in the river, in the
sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of
his servants. And aall the waters
that were in the river were turned
to blood.

21The fish that were in the river
died, the river stank, and the Egyp-
tians could not drink the water of
the river. So there was blood
throughout all the land of Egypt.

22Then the bmagicians of Egypt
did cso with their enchantments;
and Pharaoh’s heart grew hard, and
he did not heed them, das the LORD
had said.

23And Pharaoh turned and went
into his house. Neither was his
heart moved by this.

24So all the Egyptians dug all
around the river for water to drink,
because they could not drink the
water of the river.

25And seven days passed after the
LORD had struck the river.

Frogs cover land

8AND the LORD spoke to Moses,
“Go to Pharaoh and say to him,

‘Thus says the LORD: “Let My peo-
ple go, that they may eserve Me.

2“But if you refuse to let them go,
behold, I will smite all your territory
with ffrogs.

3“So the river shall bring forth
frogs abundantly, which shall go up
and come into your house, into your
bedroom, on your bed, into the
houses of your servants, on your
people, into your ovens, and into
your kneading bowls.

4“And the frogs shall come up on
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you, on your people, and on all your
servants.” ’ ”

5Then the LORD spoke to Moses,
“Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your
hand with your rod over the
streams, over the rivers, and over
the ponds, and cause frogs to come
up on the land of Egypt.’ ”

6So Aaron stretched out his hand
over the waters of Egypt, gand the
h frogs came up and covered the
land of Egypt.

7And the imagicians did so with
their enchantments, and brought up
frogs on the land of Egypt.

8Then Pharaoh called for Moses
and Aaron, and said, j“Entreat the
LORD that He may take away the
frogs from me and from my people;
and I will let the people kgo, that
they may sacrifice to the LORD.”

9And Moses said to Pharaoh, “Ac-
cept the honor of saying when I
shall intercede for you, for your ser-
vants, and for your people, to de-
stroy the frogs from you and your
houses, that they may remain in the
river only.”

10So he said, “Tomorrow.” And
he said, “Let it be according to your
word, that you may know that there
is lno one like the LORD our God.

11“And the frogs shall depart from
you, from your houses, from your
servants, and from your people.
They shall remain in the river only.”

Frogs destroyed
12Then Moses and Aaron went

out from Pharaoh. And Moses cried
out to the LORD concerning the frogs
which He had brought against Phar-
aoh.

13So the LORD did according to
the word of Moses. And the frogs
died out of the houses, out of the
courtyards, and out of the fields.

14They gathered them together in
heaps, and the land stank.

7:20 blood. A helpful classification of these plagues has
been suggested: (1) loathsome—water turned to blood,
frogs, lice; (2) painful—stinging flies, cattle plague, boils;
(3) appalling—hail, locusts, darkness; and (4) the over-
whelming plague—death of the firstborn. Not even the first
nine plagues, as frightful as they were, could move the un-
regenerate and hardened heart of Pharaoh.

8:2 frogs. The gods of the Egyptians were numerous in-

deed, supposedly inhabiting the heavens, the earth, and
the subterranean regions. It would be impossible to bring
judgment in any one of these three spheres without touch-
ing one or more deities of Egypt. The ten plagues were de-
signed as visitations on the Egyptians and their gods at the
same time. Thus the plague of darkness (10:21–23) was di-
rected against the sun-god Ra, the most prominent of the
Egyptian deities.



people dwell, that no swarms of
flies shall be there, in order that you
may gknow that I am the LORD in
the midst of the hland.

23“I will make a difference be-
tween My people and your people.
Tomorrow this isign shall be.” ’ ”

24And the LORD did so. Thick
swarms of flies came into the house
of Pharaoh, into his servants’
houses, and into all the land of
Egypt. The land was corrupted be-
cause of the swarms of flies.

Pharaoh’s compromise refused
25Then Pharaoh called for Moses

and Aaron, and said, “Go, sacrifice
to your God jin the land.”

26And Moses ksaid, “It is not
right to do so, for we would be sac-
rificing the labomination of the
Egyptians to the LORD our God. If
we sacrifice the abomination of the
Egyptians before their eyes, then
will they not stone us?

27“We will go mthree days’ jour-
ney into the wilderness and sacri-
fice to the LORD our God as He will
command us.”

28So Pharaoh said, “I will let you
go, that you may sacrifice to the
LORD your God in the wilderness;
only you shall not go nvery far away.
Intercede for me.”

29Then Moses said, “Indeed I am
going out from you, and I will en-
treat the LORD, that the swarms of
flies may depart tomorrow from
Pharaoh, from his servants, and
from his people. But let Pharaoh not
deal odeceitfully anymore in not let-

15But when Pharaoh saw that
there was arelief, he bhardened his
heart and did not heed them, as the
LORD had said.

Plague of lice
16So the LORD said to Moses, “Say

to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your rod, and
strike the dust of the land, so that it
may become lice throughout all the
land of Egypt.’ ”

17And they did so. For Aaron
stretched out his hand with his rod
and struck the dust of the earth, and
it became clice on man and beast.
All the dust of the land became lice
throughout all the land of Egypt.

18Now the magicians so worked
with their enchantments to bring
forth lice, but they dcould not. So
there were lice on man and beast.

19Then the magicians said to
Pharaoh, e“This is the finger of
God.” But Pharaoh’s heart grew
hard, and he did not heed them,
just as the LORD had said.

Swarms of flies
20And the LORD said to Moses,

“Rise early in the morning and
stand before Pharaoh as he comes
out to the water. Then say to him,
‘Thus says the LORD: “Let My peo-
ple go, that they may serve Me.

21“Or else, if you will not let My
people go, behold, I will send
swarms of flies on you and your ser-
vants, on your people and into your
houses. The houses of the Egyptians
shall be full of swarms of flies, and
also the ground on which they stand.

22“And in that day I will set apart
the land of fGoshen, in which My
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8:23 difference. Hebrew peduth, translated redemp-
tion. Ps. 111:9; 130:7. It is, in type, Gal. 6:14.

8:25 in the land. Three compromises proposed by Phar-
aoh are similar to those urged upon Christians today:
(1) Here he says in effect: “Be a Christian if you will, but
not a narrow one—stay in Egypt.” This invariably ends in
conformity with the world. Compare Ps. 50:9–17; 2 Cor.
6:14–18; Gal. 1:4. (2) Pharaoh, in suggesting that the Isra-
elites should “not go very far away” (v. 28) simply modifies
the former proposal, as if to say: “Do not be too unworld-
ly.” Compare 1 Sam. 15:3,9,13–15,19–23. And (3) Pharaoh
then makes the most subtle proposal of the three, saying
(10:8–11) that the Israelites might go out to offer sacrifices
to their God, but their children should remain in Egypt.
Even some of the most godly parents are inclined to desire
prosperity and worldly position for their children. Compare
Matt. 20:20–21.

8:19 THE PHYSICAL 
ATTRIBUTES OF GOD

Although it is hard for humans to comprehend who
God is, the Bible often attributes human characteristics
to Him for our better understanding.

Arms Exodus 6:6; Deuteronomy 33:27; Psalm 89:13
Ears Nehemiah 1:6; Psalm 34:15
Eyes 2 Chronicles 16:9; 1 Peter 3:12
Face Numbers 6:25–26; Psalm 34:16
Fingers Exodus 8:19; Psalm 8:3
Hands Deuteronomy 5:15; Ezra 7:9; Psalm 139:10



ting the people go to sacrifice to the
LORD.”

Flies destroyed
30So Moses went out from Phar-

aoh and entreated the LORD.
31And the LORD did according to

the word of Moses; He removed the
swarms of flies from Pharaoh, from
his servants, and from his people.
Not one remained.

32But Pharaoh ahardened his
heart at this time also; neither
would he let the people go.

Livestock stricken

9THEN the LORD said to Moses,
“Go in to Pharaoh and tell him,

‘Thus says the LORD God of the He-
brews: “Let My people go, that they
may bserve Me.

2“For if you refuse to let them go,
and still hold them,

3“behold, the hand of the LORD
will be on your cattle in the field,
on the horses, on the donkeys, on
the camels, on the oxen, and on the
sheep—a very severe cpestilence.

4“And the LORD will dmake a dif-
ference between the livestock of Is-
rael and the livestock of Egypt. So
nothing shall die of all that belongs
to the children of Israel.” ’ ”

5Then the LORD appointed a set
time, saying, “Tomorrow the LORD
will do this thing in the land.”

6So the LORD did this thing on the
next day, and all the livestock of
Egypt died; but of the livestock of
the children of Israel, not one died.

7Then Pharaoh sent, and indeed,
not even one of the livestock of the
Israelites was dead. But the heart of
Pharaoh became hard, and he did
not let the people go.

Boils afflict man and beast
8So the LORD said to Moses and

Aaron, “Take for yourselves hand-
fuls of ashes from a furnace, and let
Moses scatter it toward the heavens
in the sight of Pharaoh.

9“And it will become fine dust in
all the land of Egypt, and it will
cause boils that break out in sores
on man and beast throughout all the
land of Egypt.”

10Then they took ashes from the
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furnace and stood before Pharaoh,
and Moses scattered them toward
heaven. And they caused boils that
break out in sores on man and beast.

11And the emagicians could not
stand before Moses because of the
fboils, for the boils were on the ma-
gicians and on all the Egyptians.

12But the LORD ghardened the
heart of Pharaoh; and he did not
hheed them, just as the LORD had
spoken to Moses.

Judgment of hail and fire
13Then the LORD said to Moses,

i“Rise early in the morning and
stand before Pharaoh, and say to
him, ‘Thus says the LORD God of the
Hebrews: “Let My people go, that
they may jserve Me,

14“for at this time I will send all
My plagues to your very heart, and
on your servants and on your peo-
ple, that you may know that there is
knone like Me in all the earth.

15“Now if I had lstretched out My
hand and struck you and your people
with mpestilence, then you would
have been cut off from the earth.

16“But indeed for nthis purpose I
have raised you up, that I may
oshow My power in you, and that
My pname may be declared in all
the earth.

17“As yet you exalt yourself
against My people in that you will
not let them go.

18“Behold, tomorrow about this
time I will cause very heavy hail to
rain down, such as has not been in
Egypt since its founding until now.

19“Therefore send now and gath-
er your qlivestock and all that you
have in the field, for the hail shall
come down on every man and every
animal which is found in the field
and is not brought home; and they
shall die.” ’ ”

20He who rfeared the word of the
LORD among the sservants of Phar-
aoh made his servants and his live-
stock flee to the houses.

21But he who did not regard the
word of the LORD left his servants
and his livestock in the field.

22Then the LORD said to Moses,
“Stretch out your hand toward
heaven, that there may be hail in all



the thunder will cease, and there
will be no more hail, that you may
know that the hearth is the LORD’S.

30 i“But as for you and your ser-
vants, I know that you will not yet
fear the LORD God.”

31Now the flax and the barley
were struck, for the barley was in
the head and the flax was in bud.

32But the wheat and the spelt
were not struck, for they are late
crops.

33So Moses went out of the city
from Pharaoh and spread out his
hands to the LORD; then the thun-
der and the hail ceased, and the
rain was not poured on the earth.

34And when Pharaoh saw that the
rain, the hail, and the thunder had
ceased, he sinned yet more; and he
hardened his heart, he and his ser-
vants.

35So the heart of Pharaoh was
hard; neither would he let the chil-
dren of Israel go, as the LORD had
spoken by Moses.

Plague of locusts

10NOW the LORD said to Mo-
ses, “Go in to Pharaoh; for I

have jhardened his heart and the
hearts of his servants, that I may
kshow these signs of Mine before
him,

2“and that you may l tell in the

the land of Egypt—on man, on
beast, and on every herb of the
field, throughout the land of Egypt.”

23And Moses stretched out his
rod toward heaven; and the LORD
sent thunder and hail, and fire dart-
ed to the ground. And the LORD
rained hail on the land of Egypt.

24So there was hail, and fire min-
gled with the hail, so very heavy that
there was none like it in all the land
of Egypt since it became a nation.

25And the ahail struck throughout
the whole land of Egypt, all that was
in the field, both man and beast; and
the hail struck every herb of the field
and broke every tree of the field.

26bOnly in the land of Goshen,
cwhere the children of Israel were,
there was no hail.

Pharaoh consents; then retracts
27And Pharaoh sent and dcalled

for Moses and Aaron, and said to
them, “I have esinned this time.
The LORD is righteous, and my peo-
ple and I are wicked.

28 f “Entreat the LORD, that there
may be no more mighty thundering
and hail, for it is enough. I will let
you ggo, and you shall stay no
longer.”

29So Moses said to him, “As soon
as I have gone out of the city, I will
spread out my hands to the LORD;

9:29

h Ex. 8:22; 19:5;
20:11; Ps. 24:1

9:30

i Ex. 8:29; Is.
26:10

10:1

j Ex. 4:21; 9:12;
10:27; 11:10;
14:4

k Ex. 9:16

10:2

l Ex. 12:26;
13:8,14; Deut.
4:9; 6:7; 11:19

9:25

a Ps. 78:47-48;
105:32

9:26

b Ex. 8:22

c Ex. 8:23

9:27

d Ex. 8:8

e Ex. 9:34;
10:16,17

9:28

f Ex. 8:8

g Ex. 8:25

98 EXODUS 9:23—10:2

10:1 THE TEN PLAGUES

Water turned to blood Exodus 7:14–25 Fish died. Main water source not usable.
Frogs cover the land Exodus 8:1–15 Millions of frogs infested every area. When they died their decaying

bodies reeked.
Lice or gnats Exodus 8:16–19 Although the insect type is uncertain, it would have caused extreme

discomfort for all living creatures.
Swarms of flies Exodus 8:20–32 The buzzing and biting of flies bring both discomfort and disease.
Diseased livestock Exodus 9:1–7 The exact nature of this plague is not known; however, there is no

mention that it was ever withdrawn.
Boils Exodus 9:8–12 Painful boils afflicted humans and cattle. This is the first plague to

directly affect humans. No mention is made that it was withdrawn.
Hail and fire Exodus 9:13–35 Hail, a rare phenomena in Egypt, destroyed the flax, the barley and the

trees, and killed humans and animals.
Locusts Exodus 10:1–20 Any vegetation remaining from the hail storm was now eaten by the

locusts.
Darkness Exodus 10:21–29 This intense and terrifying darkness lasted three days.
Death of firstborn Exodus 11:1—12:36 The cause of this selective killing of the firstborn humans and animals

is unknown but the results would have brought personal and financial
devastation on the Egyptians.



hearing of your son and your son’s
son the mighty things I have done
in Egypt, and My signs which I have
done among them, that you may
aknow that I am the LORD.”

3So Moses and Aaron came in to
Pharaoh and said to him, “Thus says
the LORD God of the Hebrews: ‘How
long will you refuse to humble your-
self before Me? Let My people go,
that they may bserve Me.

4‘Or else, if you refuse to let My
people go, behold, tomorrow I will
bring clocusts into your territory.

5‘And they shall cover the face of
the earth, so that no one will be
able to see the earth; and they shall
eat the dresidue of what is left,
which remains to you from the hail,
and they shall eat every tree which
grows up for you out of the field.

6‘They shall efill your houses, the
houses of all your servants, and the
houses of all the Egyptians—which
neither your fathers nor your fa-
thers’ fathers have seen, since the
day that they were on the earth to
this day.’ ” And he turned and went
out from Pharaoh.

7Then Pharaoh’s fservants said to
him, “How long shall this man be a
snare to us? Let the men go, that
they may serve the LORD their God.
Do you not yet know that Egypt is
destroyed?”

8So Moses and Aaron were
brought again to Pharaoh, and he
said to them, g“Go, serve the LORD
your God. Who are the ones that
are going?”

9And Moses said, “We will go
with our young and our old; with our
sons and our daughters, with our
flocks and our herds we will go, for
we must hold a hfeast to the LORD.”

10Then he said to them, “The
LORD had better be with you when I
let you and your little ones go! Be-
ware, for evil is ahead of you.

11“Not so! Go now, iyou who are
men, and serve the LORD, for that is
what you desired.” And they were
jdriven out from Pharaoh’s pres-
ence.

12Then the LORD said to Moses,
“Stretch out your hand over the
land of Egypt for the locusts, that
they may come upon the land of
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Egypt, and eat every herb of the
land—all that the hail has left.”

13So Moses stretched out his rod
over the land of Egypt, and the LORD
brought an east wind on the land all
that day and all that night. When it
was morning, the east wind brought
the klocusts.

14And the locusts went up over
all the land of Egypt and rested on
all the territory of Egypt. They were
very severe; previously there had
been no such locusts as they, lnor
shall there be such after them.

15For they covered the face of the
whole earth, so that the land was
darkened; and they ate every herb
of the land and all the fruit of the
trees which the hail had left. So
there remained nothing green on
the trees or on the plants of the field
throughout all the land of Egypt.

16Then Pharaoh mcalled for Mo-
ses and Aaron in haste, and said, “I
have nsinned against the LORD your
God and against you.

17“Now therefore, please forgive
my sin only this once, and oentreat
the LORD your God, that He may
take away from me this death only.”

18So he went out from Pharaoh
and entreated the LORD.

19And the LORD turned a very
strong west wind, which took the lo-
custs away and blew them into the
Red Sea. There remained not one lo-
cust in all the territory of Egypt.

20But the LORD phardened Phar-
aoh’s heart, and he did not let the
children of Israel go.

Judgment of darkness and light
21Then the LORD said to Moses,

“Stretch out your hand toward
heaven, that there may be darkness
over the land of Egypt, darkness
which may even be felt.”

22So Moses stretched out his
hand toward heaven, and there was
thick qdarkness in all the land of
Egypt rthree days.

23They did not see one another;
nor did anyone rise from his place
for three days. sBut all the children
of Israel had light in their dwellings.

Final compromise refused
24Then Pharaoh called to Moses



6‘Then there shall be a great mcry
throughout all the land of Egypt,
nsuch as was not like it before, nor
shall be like it again.

7‘But against none of the children
of Israel shall a dog move its tongue,
against man or beast, that you may
know that the LORD does make a
odifference between the Egyptians
and Israel.’

8“And all these your servants shall
pcome down to me and bow down
to me, saying, ‘Get out, and all the
people who follow you!’ After that I
will go out.” Then he qwent out
from Pharaoh in great anger.

9But the LORD said to Moses,
“Pharaoh will not heed you, so that
My rwonders may be multiplied in
the land of Egypt.”

10So Moses and Aaron did all
these wonders before Pharaoh; and
the LORD shardened Pharaoh’s
heart, and he did not let the chil-
dren of Israel go out of his land.

God commands sacrifice of
Passover lamb

12NOW the LORD spoke to Mo-
ses and Aaron in the land of

Egypt, tsaying,
2“This umonth shall be your be-

ginning of months; it shall be the
first month of the year to you.

3“Speak to all the congregation of
Israel, saying: ‘On the vtenth of this
month every man shall take for him-
self a wlamb, according to the house
of his father, a lamb for a household.

4‘And if the household is too small
for the lamb, let him and his neigh-
bor next to his house take it accord-
ing to the number of the persons; ac-
cording to each man’s need you shall
make your count for the lamb.

5‘Your lamb shall be without
xblemish, a male of the first year.
You may take it from the sheep or
from the goats.

6‘Now you shall keep it until the
yfourteenth day of the same month.
Then the whole assembly of the
congregation of Israel shall kill it at
twilight.

and said, a“Go, serve the LORD; only
let your flocks and your herds be
kept back. Let your little ones also
go with you.”

25But Moses said, “You must also
give us sacrifices and burnt offer-
ings, that we may sacrifice to the
LORD our God.

26“Our blivestock also shall go with
us; not a hoof shall be left behind. For
we must take some of them to serve
the LORD our God, and even we do
not know with what we must serve
the LORD until we arrive there.”

27But the LORD chardened Phar-
aoh’s heart, and he would not let
them go.

28Then Pharaoh said to him, d“Get
away from me! Take heed to yourself
and see my face no more! For in the
day you see my face you shall die!”

29So Moses said, “You have spo-
ken well. I will never esee your face
again.”

Pharaoh warned of judgment
upon firstborn

11AND the LORD said to Moses,
“I will bring one more plague

on Pharaoh and on Egypt. fAfter-
ward he will let you go from here.
When he lets you go, he will surely
gdrive you out of here altogether.

2“Speak now in the hearing of the
people, and let every man ask from
his neighbor and every woman from
her neighbor, articles of silver and
articles of gold.”

3And the LORD gave the people
hfavor in the sight of the Egyptians.
Moreover the iman Moses was very
great in the land of Egypt, in the
sight of Pharaoh’s servants and in
the sight of the people.

4Then Moses said, “Thus says the
LORD: ‘About jmidnight I will go out
into the midst of Egypt;

5‘and all the firstborn in the land
of Egypt shall kdie, from the lfirst-
born of Pharaoh who sits on his
throne, even to the firstborn of the
female servant who is behind the
handmill, and all the firstborn of the
animals.
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12:2 first month. This is the month of Abib (or Nisan) in
the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of March–April. For more information on the

Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.
12:6 twilight. Literally between the evenings. See Num.

28:4, note; compare Deut. 16:4,6.



7‘And they shall take some of the
blood and put it on the two door-
posts and on the lintel of the houses
where they eat it.

8‘Then they shall eat the flesh on
that anight; broasted in fire, with
cunleavened bread and with bitter
herbs they shall eat it.

9‘Do not eat it raw, nor boiled at
all with water, but roasted in fire—
its head with its legs and its entrails.

10‘You shall let none of it remain
until morning, and what remains of
it until morning you shall burn with
fire.

11‘And thus you shall eat it: with
a belt on your waist, your sandals
on your feet, and your staff in your
hand. So you shall eat it in haste. It
is the LORD’S Passover.

Redemption: (1) by blood
12‘For I will pass through the land

of Egypt on that night, and will
strike all the firstborn in the land of
Egypt, both man and beast; and
against all the gods of Egypt I will
execute judgment: I am the LORD.

13‘Now the blood shall be a sign
for you on the houses where you
are. And when I see the blood, I
will pass over you; and the plague
shall not be on you to destroy you
when I strike the land of Egypt.

The Passover: a memorial
of redemption

14‘So this day shall be to you a
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memorial; and you shall keep it as a
feast to the LORD throughout your
generations. You shall keep it as a
feast by an everlasting ordinance.

15d‘Seven days you shall eat un-
leavened bread. On the first day you
shall remove leaven from your
houses. For whoever eats leavened
bread from the first day until the
seventh day, that person shall be cut
off from Israel.

16‘On the first day there shall be a
holy econvocation, and on the sev-
enth day there shall be a holy con-
vocation for you. No manner of
work shall be done on them; but
that which everyone must eat—that
only may be prepared by you.

17‘So you shall observe the Feast
of Unleavened Bread, for on this
same day I will have brought your
farmies out of the land of Egypt.
Therefore you shall observe this day
throughout your generations as an
everlasting ordinance.

18‘In the first gmonth, on the
fourteenth day of the month at
evening, you shall eat unleavened
bread, until the twenty-first day of
the month at evening.

19‘For seven days no leaven shall
be found in your houses, since who-
ever eats what is leavened, that
same person shall be cut off from
the congregation of Israel, whether

12:11 Passover. The Passover, a type of Christ our Re-
deemer (Ex. 12:1–28; John 1:29; 1 Cor. 5:6–7; 1 Pet.
1:18–19): (1) The lamb must be without blemish, and to
test this it was kept for four days (Ex. 12:5–6). So our Lord’s
public life, under hostile scrutiny, was the testing which
proved His holiness (Luke 11:53–54; John 8:46; 18:38).
(2) The lamb thus tested must be killed (Ex. 12:6; John
12:24; Heb. 9:22). (3) The blood must be applied (Ex.
12:7). This answers to appropriation by personal faith, and
refutes universalism (John 3:36). (4) The blood thus applied
of itself, without anything in addition, constituted a perfect
protection from judgment (Ex. 12:13; Heb. 10:10,14;
1 John 1:7). And (5) the feast typified Christ the Bread of
life, answering to the memorial supper (Matt. 26:26–28;
1 Cor. 11:23–26). To observe the feast was a duty and priv-
ilege but not a condition of safety. The believer in Christ is
saved by the blood of “the Lamb slain from the foundation
of the world” (Rev. 13:8), and is strengthened daily by
feasting on the Word—the living Word, Christ, and the
written Word, the Scriptures.

12:12 THE GODS AND 
GODDESSES OF EGYPT

Ancient Egyptian religion was very complex. There
were dozens of local and regional gods and goddesses,
each having a different function. Egyptians needed nu-
merous gods to support their belief that everything that
occurred was the act of some god.

Osiris god of the underworld/afterlife
Isis wife of Osiris
Horus son of Isis and Osiris
Hapi god of the Nile River
Ra sun god
Ptah patron of craftsmen
Bes god of amusements and games
Min god of virility and fertility
Thoth god of wisdom and letters
Hathor goddess of love
Hegit goddess of fertility
Amon sun god



captive who was in the dungeon,
and all the firstborn of olivestock.

30So Pharaoh rose in the night,
he, all his servants, and all the Egyp-
tians; and there was a great cry in
Egypt, for there was not a house
where there was not one dead.

Children of Israel commanded to
depart from Egypt hastily

31Then he pcalled for Moses and
Aaron by night, and said, “Rise, qgo
out from among my people, both
you and the children of Israel. And
go, serve the LORD as you have rsaid.

32“Also take your flocks and your
herds, as you have ssaid, and be
gone; and bless me also.”

33And the tEgyptians uurged the
people, that they might send them
out of the land in haste. For they
said, “We shall all be dead.”

34So the people took their dough
before it was leavened, having their
kneading bowls bound up in their
clothes on their shoulders.

35Now the children of Israel had
done according to the word of Mo-
ses, and they had asked from the
Egyptians articles of silver, articles
of gold, and clothing.

36And the LORD had given the
people favor in the sight of the
Egyptians, so that they granted
them what they requested. Thus
they plundered the Egyptians.

II. The Exodus of the Children
of Israel from Egypt, and the

Journey to Sinai, 12:37—18:27

Redemption: (2) by power (to 15:21);
first stage of journey

37Then the children of Israel jour-
neyed from vRameses to Succoth,
wabout six hundred thousand men
on foot, besides children.

38A xmixed multitude went up
with them also, and flocks and
herds—a great deal of ylivestock.

39And they baked unleavened
cakes of the dough which they had
brought out of Egypt; for it was not

he is a astranger or a native of the
land.

20‘You shall eat nothing leavened;
in all your dwellings you shall eat
unleavened bread.’ ”

21Then bMoses called for all the
celders of Israel and said to them,
“Pick out and take lambs for your-
selves according to your families,
and kill the Passover lamb.

22“And you shall take a bunch of
hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in
the basin, and dstrike the lintel and
the two doorposts with the blood
that is in the basin. And none of you
shall go out of the door of his house
until morning.

23“For the LORD will epass
through to strike the Egyptians; and
when He sees the fblood on the lin-
tel and on the two doorposts, the
LORD will pass over the door and not
gallow the destroyer to come into
your houses to strike you.

24“And you shall hobserve this
thing as an ordinance for you and
your sons forever.

25“It will come to pass when you
come to the land which the LORD
will give you, just as He promised,
that you shall keep this service.

26“And it shall be, when your
ichildren say to you, ‘What do you
mean by this service?’

27“that you shall say, ‘It is the
Passover sacrifice of the jLORD, who
passed over the houses of the chil-
dren of Israel in Egypt when He
struck the Egyptians and delivered
our households.’ ” So the people
bowed their heads and kworshiped.

28Then the children of Israel
went away and ldid so; just as the
LORD had commanded Moses and
Aaron, so they did.

Death of the firstborn
29And it came to pass at mmid-

night that the LORD nstruck all the
firstborn in the land of Egypt, from
the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on
his throne to the firstborn of the
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12:37 journeyed. Approximately 1447 B.C. See Ex. 1:8,
note.

12:38 mixed multitude. This “mixed multitude,” similar
to unconverted church members in the present age, was a

source of weakness and division then as now (compare
Num. 11:4–6). There had been a manifestation of divine
power, and men were drawn to it without a change of
heart. Compare Luke 14:25–27.



leavened, because they were driven
out of Egypt and could not wait, nor
had they prepared provisions for
themselves.

40Now the sojourn of the children
of Israel who lived in Egypt* was
four hundred and thirty ayears.

41And it came to pass at the end of
the four hundred and thirty years—
on that very same day—it came to
pass that all the armies of the LORD
bwent out from the land of Egypt.

42It is a night of solemn obser-
vance to the LORD for bringing them
out of the land of Egypt. This is that
night of the LORD, a solemn obser-
vance for all the children of Israel
throughout their generations.

43And the LORD said to Moses and
Aaron, “This is the ordinance of the
Passover: No cforeigner shall eat it.

44“But every man’s servant who
is bought for money, when you have
dcircumcised him, then he may eat
it.

45“A sojourner and a hired ser-
vant shall not eat it.

46“In one house it shall be eaten;
you shall not carry any of the flesh
outside the house, nor shall you
ebreak one of its fbones.

47“All the congregation of Israel
shall gkeep it.

48“And when a stranger dwells
with you and wants to keep the
Passover to the LORD, let all his
males be circumcised, and then let
him come near and keep it; and he
shall be as a native of the land. For
no uncircumcised person shall eat it.

49h“One law shall be for the na-
tive-born and for the stranger who
dwells among you.”

50Thus all the children of Israel
did; as the LORD commanded Moses
and Aaron, so they did.

51And it came to pass, on that
very same day, that the LORD
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ibrought the children of Israel out of
the land of Egypt according to their
armies.

Firstborn set apart for the LORD

13THEN the LORD spoke to Mo-
ses, saying,

2 j“Consecrate to Me all the first-
born, whatever opens the womb
among the children of Israel, both
of man and beast; it is Mine.”

3And Moses said to the people:
k“Remember this day in which you
went out of Egypt, out of the house
of bondage; for by strength of hand
the LORD brought you out of this
place. lNo leavened bread shall be
eaten.

4“On this day you are going out,
in the month Abib.

5“And it shall be, when the LORD
mbrings you into the n land of the
Canaanites and the Hittites and the
Amorites and the Hivites and the
Jebusites, which He swore to your
fathers to give you, a land flowing
with milk and honey, that you shall
okeep this service in this month.

6p“Seven days you shall eat un-
leavened bread, and on the seventh
day there shall be a feast to the LORD.

7“Unleavened bread shall be eat-
en seven days. And no leavened
bread shall be seen among you, nor
shall leaven be seen among you in
all your quarters.

8“And you shall qtell your son in
that day, saying, ‘This is done be-
cause of what the LORD did for me
when I came up from Egypt.’

9“It shall be as a rsign to you on
your hand and as a memorial be-
tween your eyes, that the LORD’S
law may be in your mouth; for with
a strong hand the LORD has brought
you out of Egypt.
*12:40 Samaritan Pentateuch and Septuagint read
Egypt and Canaan.

12:41 years. This period of time probably began with
the descent of Abraham into Egypt. Compare Gen. 12:10;
also 1 Kin. 6:1.

13:4 Abib. This is the first month in the Hebrew reli-
gious calendar, also called Nisan. It correlates to the mod-
ern months of March–April. For more information on the
Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

13:5 Hittites. Until the twentieth century the Hittites

were unknown apart from the Bible. This once puzzling
reference to them has, however, been illuminated by the
findings of archaeology. From Egyptian monuments (Tell
el-Amarna Tablets) and the Assyrian texts, it has been
shown that these were the Kheta or Hatti. Expeditions in
the first dozen years of this century have revealed that Bog-
haz-koi in Asia Minor (east of Ankara, Turkey) was the cap-
ital of the Hittite Empire. Periods of Hittite prominence:
about 2000–1800 B.C. and about 1400–1200 B.C.



you, and you shall carry up my
bones from here with you.”

20So they took their njourney from
oSuccoth and camped in Etham at
the edge of the wilderness.

Guidance by cloud and fire
21And the LORD pwent before

them by day in a pillar of cloud to
lead the way, and by night in a pillar
of fire to give them light, so as to go
by day and night.

22He did not take away the pillar
of cloud by day or the pillar of fire
by night from before the qpeople.

Pharaoh pursues Israel

14NOW the LORD spoke to Mo-
ses, saying:

2“Speak to the children of Israel,
that they turn and camp before rPi
Hahiroth, between Migdol and the
sea, opposite Baal Zephon; you shall
camp before it by the sea.

3“For Pharaoh will say of the chil-
dren of Israel, ‘They are bewildered
by the land; the wilderness has
closed them in.’

4“Then I will sharden Pharaoh’s
heart, so that he will pursue them;
and I will gain honor over Pharaoh
and over all his army, that the Egyp-
tians may tknow that I am the
LORD.” And they did so.

5Now it was told the king of
Egypt that the people had fled, and
the heart of Pharaoh and his ser-
vants was turned against the peo-
ple; and they said, “Why have we
done this, that we have let Israel go
from serving us?”

6So he made ready his chariot and
took his people with him.

7Also, he took six hundred choice
chariots, and all the chariots of
Egypt with captains over every one
of them.

8And the LORD hardened the
heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and
he pursued the children of Israel;
and the children of Israel went out
with uboldness.

9So the Egyptians vpursued them,
all the horses and chariots of Phar-
aoh, his horsemen and his army,
and overtook them camping by the

10“You shall therefore akeep this
ordinance in its season from year to
year.

11“And it shall be, when the LORD
bbrings you into the land of the
cCanaanites, as He swore to you
and your fathers, and gives it to you,

12“that you shall dset apart to the
LORD all that open the womb, that
is, every firstborn that comes from
an animal which you have; the
males shall be the LORD’S.

13“But every efirstborn of a don-
key you shall fredeem with a lamb;
and if you will not redeem it, then
you shall break its neck. And all the
firstborn of man among your sons
you shall redeem.

14“So it shall gbe, when your son
asks you in time to come, saying,
‘What is this?’ that you shall say to
him, ‘By strength of hand the LORD
brought us out of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage.

15‘And it came to pass, when
Pharaoh was stubborn about letting
us go, that the LORD hkilled all the
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both
the firstborn of man and the first-
born of beast. Therefore I sacrifice
to the LORD all males that open the
womb, but all the firstborn of my
sons I redeem.’

16“It shall be as a isign on your
hand and as frontlets between your
eyes, for by strength of hand the
LORD brought us out of Egypt.”

Journey resumed
17Then it came to pass, when

Pharaoh had let the people go, that
God did not lead them by way of the
land of the Philistines, although that
was near; for God said, “Lest per-
haps the people jchange their minds
when they see war, and return to
Egypt.”

18So God led the people around
by way of the wilderness of the Red
Sea. And the children of Israel went
up in orderly ranks out of the land
of Egypt.

19And Moses took the kbones of
lJoseph with him, for he had placed
the children of Israel under solemn
oath, saying, “God will surely mvisit
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13:13 firstborn. The redemption of the firstborn was a memorial to Israel of their own redemption.



sea beside Pi Hahiroth, before Baal
Zephon.

10And when Pharaoh drew near,
the children of Israel lifted their
eyes, and behold, the Egyptians
marched after them. So they were
very afraid, and the children of Isra-
el acried out to the LORD.

11Then they bsaid to Moses, “Be-
cause there were no graves in Egypt,
have you taken us away to die in the
wilderness? Why have you so dealt
with us, to bring us up out of Egypt?

12“Is this not the word that we
ctold you in Egypt, saying, ‘Let us
alone that we may serve the Egyp-
tians?’ For it would have been bet-
ter for us to serve the Egyptians
than that we should die in the
wilderness.”

God miraculously makes way of
deliverance through Red Sea

13And Moses said to the people,
d“Do not be afraid. eStand still, and
see the fsalvation of the LORD,
which He will accomplish for you
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today. For the Egyptians whom you
see today, you shall gsee again no
more forever.

14“The LORD will hfight for you,
and you shall hold your peace.”

15And the LORD said to Moses,
“Why do you cry to Me? Tell the
children of Israel to go forward.

16“But lift up your irod, and
stretch out your hand over the sea
and divide it. And the children of Is-
rael shall go on dry ground through
the midst of the sea.

17“And I indeed will jharden the
hearts of the Egyptians, and they
shall follow them. So I will gain 
khonor over Pharaoh and over all his
army, his chariots, and his horsemen.

18“Then the Egyptians shall know
that I am the LORD, when I have
gained honor for Myself over Phar-
aoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.”

19And the lAngel of God, who
went before the camp of mIsrael,
moved and went nbehind them; and
the pillar of cloud went from before
them and stood behind them.
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walked on dry i land in the midst of
the sea, and the waters were a wall
to them on their right hand and on
their left.

30 jSo the LORD saved Israel that
day out of the hand of the Egyp-
tians, and Israel saw the Egyptians
dead on the seashore.

31Thus Israel saw the great work
which the LORD had done in Egypt;
so the people feared the LORD, and
believed the LORD and His servant
Moses.

Song of the redeemed

15THEN Moses and the chil-
dren of Israel ksang this song

to the LORD, and spoke, saying:

“I will lsing to the LORD,
For He has triumphed gloriously!
The horse and its rider
He has thrown into the sea!

2 The LORD is my strength and
song,

And He has become my
salvation;

He is my God, and I will praise
Him;

My father’s mGod, and I will
exalt Him.

3 The LORD is a man of nwar;
The LORD is His name.

4 Pharaoh’s chariots and his army
He has cast into the sea;

His chosen captains also are
drowned in the Red Sea.

5 The depths have covered them;
They sank to the bottom like a

stone.
6“Your right ohand, O LORD, has

become glorious in power;
Your right hand, O LORD, has

dashed the enemy in
pieces.

7 And in the greatness of Your
excellence

You have overthrown those
who rose against You;

20So it came between the camp of
the Egyptians and the camp of Isra-
el. Thus it was a cloud and darkness
to the one, and it gave light by night
to the other, so that the one did not
come near the other all that night.

21Then Moses stretched out his
hand over the sea; and the LORD
acaused the sea to go back by a
strong east wind all that night, and
made the sea into dry b land, and
the waters were cdivided.

22So the children of Israel dwent
into the midst of the sea on the dry
ground, and the waters were a wall
to them on their right hand and on
their left.

23And the Egyptians pursued and
went after them into the midst of
the sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, his
chariots, and his horsemen.

24Now it came to pass, in the
morning ewatch, that the fLORD
looked down upon the army of the
Egyptians through the pillar of fire
and cloud, and He troubled the
army of the Egyptians.

25And He took off* their chariot
wheels, so that they drove them
with difficulty; and the Egyptians
said, “Let us flee from the face of Is-
rael, for the LORD gfights for them
against the Egyptians.”

26Then the LORD said to Moses,
“Stretch out your hand over the sea,
that the waters may come back
upon the Egyptians, on their chari-
ots, and on their horsemen.”

27And Moses stretched out his
hand over the sea; and when the
morning appeared, the sea returned
to its full depth, while the Egyptians
were fleeing into it. So the LORD
overthrew the Egyptians in the
midst of the sea.

28Then the waters returned and
covered the chariots, the horsemen,
and all the army of Pharaoh that
came into the sea after them. Not
so much as one of them remained.

29But the hchildren of Israel had
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*14:25 Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint, and
Syriac read bound.

14:30 saved. The word “saved” is a translation of the He-
brew word yasha, the root of the name Joshua which, in turn,
is an abbreviation of Jehoshua meaning Jehovah saves. Josh-
ua is the Hebrew form of Jesus, and Christ was named Jesus,
because “He will save His people from their sins” (Matt.
1:21). The divine deliverance to which this verse refers is a

remarkable illustration of redemption provided by Christ.

Red Sea: The body of water that was miraculously di-
vided into two walls of water, thus allowing the Isra-
elites to cross the sea on dry ground after fleeing from
Egypt.



You sent forth Your awrath;
It bconsumed them like stubble.

8 And with the blast of Your
cnostrils

The waters were gathered
together;

The floods stood upright like a
heap;

The depths congealed in the
heart of the sea.

9 The enemy said, ‘I will pursue,
I will overtake,
I will divide the spoil;
My desire shall be satisfied on

them.
I will draw my sword,
My hand shall destroy them.’

10 You blew with Your wind,
The sea covered them;
They sank like lead in the

mighty waters.
11“Who is like You, O LORD,

among the gods?
Who is like You, glorious in

dholiness,
Fearful in epraises, doing

fwonders?
12 You stretched out Your right

hand;
The earth swallowed them.

13 You in Your mercy have led
forth

The people whom You have
gredeemed;

You have guided them in Your
strength

To Your holy hhabitation.
14“The people will hear and be

afraid;
Sorrow will take hold of the

inhabitants of Philistia.
15 Then the chiefs of iEdom will

be dismayed;
The mighty men of jMoab,
Trembling will take hold of

them;
All the inhabitants of Canaan

will kmelt away.
16 lFear and dread will fall on them;

By the greatness of Your arm
They will be as still as a stone,
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Till Your people pass over,

O LORD,
Till the people pass over
Whom You have purchased.

17 You will bring them in and
mplant them

In the nmountain of Your
inheritance,

In the place, O LORD, which
You have made

For Your own odwelling,
The sanctuary, O Lord, which

Your hands have
established.

18“The LORD shall preign forever
and ever.”

19For the horses of Pharaoh went
with his chariots and his horsemen
into the sea, and the LORD brought
back the waters of the sea upon
them. But the children of Israel went
on dry land in the midst of the sea.

20qThen rMiriam the prophetess,
the sister of Aaron, took the timbrel
in her hand; and all the women
went out after her with timbrels
and with sdances.

21And Miriam answered them:

“Sing to the LORD,
For He has triumphed gloriously!
The horse and its rider
He has thrown into the sea!”

Redemption: (3) experience (to 19:25);
God satisfies hunger and thirst,

and provides rest
22So Moses brought Israel from

the Red Sea; then they went out
into the tWilderness of Shur. And
they went three days in the wilder-
ness and found no uwater.

23Now when they came to Marah,
they could not drink the waters of
Marah, for they were bitter. There-
fore the name of it was called Marah.

24And the people complained
against Moses, saying, “What shall
we drink?”

25So he cried out to the LORD, and
the LORD showed him a tree. When
he cast it into the waters, the wa-

Miriam: rebellion. Sister of Moses and Aaron.

15:23 Marah. That is, bitter. Compare Ruth 1:20.
15:25 When he cast it into the waters. Israel came to

this bitter water while walking in the very path of the
LORD’s leading, thus indicating that difficult experiences for
God’s people are educative rather than punitive. The piece
of wood which healed the water should remind the Chris-



LORD has brought you out of the
land of Egypt.

7“And in the morning you shall
see the glory of the LORD; for He
khears your complaints against the
LORD. But what are we, that you
complain against lus?”

8Also Moses said, “This shall be
seen when the LORD gives you meat
to eat in the evening, and in the
morning bread to the full; for the
LORD hears your complaints which
you make against Him. And what
are we? Your complaints are not
against us but against the LORD.”

9Then Moses spoke to Aaron,
“Say to all the congregation of the
children of Israel, ‘Come near be-
fore the LORD, for He has heard your
complaints.’ ”

10Now it came to pass, as Aaron
spoke to the whole congregation of
the children of Israel, that they
looked toward the wilderness, and
behold, the mglory of the LORD ap-
peared in the cloud.

11And the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying,

12“I have heard the complaints of
the children of Israel. Speak to
them, saying, ‘At twilight you shall
eat meat, and in the morning you
shall be filled with bread. And you
shall know that I am the LORD your
God.’ ”

13So it was that nquails came up
at evening and covered the camp,
and in the morning the odew lay all
around the camp.

Manna described and gathered
14And when the layer of dew lift-

ed, there, on the surface of the
wilderness, was a psmall round
qsubstance, as fine as rfrost on the
ground.

15So when the children of Israel
saw it, they said to one another,
s“What is it?” For they did not
know what it was. And Moses said
to them, “This is the tbread which
the LORD has ugiven you to eat.

ters were made asweet. There He
made a statute and an ordinance for
them, and there He btested them,

26and said, “If you diligently heed
the voice of the LORD your God and
do what is right in His sight, give
ear to His commandments and keep
all His statutes, I will put none of
the diseases on you which I have
brought on the Egyptians. For I am
the LORD who heals you.”

27Then they came to Elim, where
there were twelve wells of water
and seventy palm trees; so they
camped there by the waters.

Manna provided

16AND they journeyed from
Elim, and all the congrega-

tion of the children of Israel came to
the Wilderness of cSin, which is be-
tween Elim and dSinai, on the fif-
teenth day of the second month af-
ter they departed from the land of
Egypt.

2Then the whole congregation of
the children of Israel ecomplained
against Moses and Aaron in the
wilderness.

3And the children of Israel said to
them, “Oh, that we had died by the
hand of the LORD in the land of
Egypt, when we sat by the pots of
meat and when we ate bread to the
full! For you have brought us out
into this wilderness to kill this
whole assembly with hunger.”

4Then the LORD said to Moses,
“Behold, I will rain fbread from
heaven for you. And the people
shall go out and gather a certain
quota every day, that I may g test
them, whether they will hwalk in
My law or not.

5“And it shall be on the sixth day
that they shall prepare what they
bring in, and it shall be twice as
much as they gather idaily.”

6Then Moses and Aaron said to
all the children of Israel, “At
evening you shall jknow that the
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tian that the cross of Christ can take all the bitterness out of
all such experiences (compare Rom. 15:3–4; Gal. 3:13).
See v. 27 and observe that after trial which is accepted as
the Father’s will, blessing and growth will follow (compare
Ps. 1:3; 92:12).

Elim: oaks. An oasis in the desert of the Sinai Peninsu-
la where the Israelites rested after crossing the Red Sea.

16:1 second month. This is the month of Iyyar (or Ziv)
in the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the mod-



16“This is the thing which the
LORD has commanded: ‘Let every
man gather it aaccording to each
one’s need, one bomer for each per-
son, according to the number of
persons; let every man take for
those who are in his tent.’ ”

17Then the children of Israel did
so and gathered, some more, some
less.

18So when they measured it by
comers, he who gathered much had
nothing left over, and he who gath-
ered little had no dlack. Every man
had gathered according to each
one’s need.

19And Moses said, “Let no one
eleave any of it till morning.”

20Notwithstanding they did not
heed Moses. But some of them left
part of it until morning, and it bred
worms and stank. And Moses was
angry with them.

21So they gathered it every morn-
ing, every man according to his
need. And when the sun became
hot, it melted.

22And so it was, on the sixth day,
that they gathered twice as much
bread, two omers for each one. And
all the rulers of the congregation
came and told Moses.

Sabbath invested with special covenant
significance to Israel (cp. Ex. 31:13;
Neh. 9:13–14; see Matt 12:1, note)
23Then he said to them, “This is

what the LORD has said: ‘Tomorrow
is a Sabbath rest, a holy Sabbath to
the LORD. Bake what you will bake
today, and boil what you will boil;
and lay up for yourselves all that re-
mains, to be kept until morning.’ ”

24So they laid it up till morning,

16:25

f Sabbath: vv. 22-
25; Ex. 20:8.
(Gen. 2:3; Matt.
12:1, note)

16:34

g Ex. 25:16

16:35

h Deut. 8:3,16

i Num. 14:33

16:16

a Ex. 12:4

b See Weights and
Measures (OT),
2 Chr. 2:10,
note

16:18

c See Weights and
Measures (OT),
2 Chr. 2:10,
note

d 2 Cor. 8:15

16:19

e Ex. 12:10
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as Moses commanded; and it did
not stink, nor were there any
worms in it.

25Then Moses said, “Eat that to-
day, for today is a fSabbath to the
LORD; today you will not find it in
the field.

26“Six days you shall gather it,
but on the seventh day, the Sabbath,
there will be none.”

27Now it happened that some of
the people went out on the seventh
day to gather, but they found none.

28And the LORD said to Moses,
“How long do you refuse to keep
My commandments and My laws?

29“See! For the LORD has given
you the Sabbath; therefore He gives
you on the sixth day bread for two
days. Let every man remain in his
place; let no man go out of his place
on the seventh day.”

30So the people rested on the sev-
enth day.

31And the house of Israel called its
name Manna. And it was like white
coriander seed, and the taste of it
was like wafers made with honey.

32Then Moses said, “This is the
thing which the LORD has command-
ed: ‘Fill an omer with it, to be kept
for your generations, that they may
see the bread with which I fed you
in the wilderness, when I brought
you out of the land of Egypt.’ ”

33And Moses said to Aaron, “Take
a pot and put an omer of manna in
it, and lay it up before the LORD, to
be kept for your generations.”

34As the LORD commanded Mo-
ses, so Aaron laid it up before the
gTestimony, to be kept.

35And the children of Israel hate
manna iforty years, until they came

ern months of April–May. For more information on the He-
brew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

16:16 according to each one’s need. Compare John
6:33 with John 6:41,42,52. Christ gives Himself unre-
servedly, but we have no more of Him experientially than
faith appropriates (v. 18). In Josh. 1 compare v. 2 with v. 3.
Verse 2 is the title; v. 3, the law of possession.

16:20 left part of it. As man is not nourished by the
memory of food, so the Christian cannot be spiritually sus-
tained on past appropriations of Christ.

16:31 coriander. The coriander plant, which grows
wild in Palestine and Egypt, produces small, spicy gray-
white seeds.

16:35 manna. The word “manna” is a transliteration of
two Hebrew words meaning What is it? (compare v. 15),
the question the Israelites asked on first seeing it. Referred
to as “bread” (Ex. 16:4), “the bread of heaven” and “angels’
food” (Ps. 78:24–25), it was preserved in a pot in the taber-
nacle (Heb. 9:4). Manna is compared to coriander seed
with the resin-like color of bdellium, resembling hoarfrost
as it lay on the ground and tasting like pastry prepared with
oil (Num. 11:7–8). It fell throughout the forty years of
wilderness wanderings and ceased to fall when Israel be-
gan eating grain at Gilgal (Josh. 5:10–12). Although organ-
ic in nature, manna is called “spiritual food” (1 Cor. 10:3)
in reference to its supernatural origin.



may drink.” And Moses did so in
the sight of the elders of Israel.

7So he called the name of the
place Massah* and Meribah,* be-
cause of the contention of the chil-
dren of Israel, and because they
ktempted the LORD, saying, “Is the
LORD among us or not?”

Conflict with Amalek
8Now Amalek came and fought

with Israel in Rephidim.
9And Moses said to Joshua,

“Choose us some men and go out,
fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will
stand on the top of the hill with the
rod of God in my hand.”

10So Joshua did as Moses said to
him, and fought with Amalek. And
Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to
the top of the hill.

11And so it was, when Moses
held up his hand, that Israel pre-
vailed; and when he let down his
hand, Amalek prevailed.

12But Moses’ hands became
heavy; so they took a stone and put
it under him, and he sat on it. And
Aaron and Hur supported his hands,
one on one side, and the other on
the other side; and his hands were
steady until the going down of the
sun.

13So Joshua defeated Amalek and
his people with the edge of the
sword.

14Then the LORD said to Moses,
“Write this for a memorial in the

to an inhabited land; they ate man-
na until they acame to the border of
the land of Canaan.

36Now an bomer is one-tenth of
an bephah.

Water from the rock

17THEN all the congregation of
the children of Israel set out

on their journey from the Wilder-
ness of cSin, according to the com-
mandment of the LORD, and camped
in dRephidim; but there was no wa-
ter for the people to edrink.

2Therefore the people fcontended
with Moses, and said, “Give us wa-
ter, that we may drink.” So Moses
said to them, “Why do you contend
with me? Why do you gtempt the
LORD?”

3And the people thirsted there for
water, and the people complained
against Moses, and said, “Why is it
you have brought us up out of
Egypt, to kill us and our children
and our hlivestock with thirst?”

4So Moses cried out to the LORD,
saying, “What shall I do with this
people? They are almost ready to
stone me!”

5And the LORD said to Moses, “Go
on before the people, and take with
you some of the elders of Israel.
Also take in your hand your rod
with which you struck the river,
and go.

6“Behold, I will stand before you
there on the irock in Horeb; and
you shall strike the rock, and jwater
will come out of it, that the people

17:7

k Ex. 17:2

16:35

a Josh. 5:12; Neh.
9:20-21

16:36

b See Weights and
Measures (OT),
2 Chr. 2:10,
note

17:1

c Ex. 16:1

d Num. 33:11-15

e Ex. 15:22; Num.
20:2

17:2

f Ex. 14:11

g Test/Tempt: vv.
2,7; Ex. 20:20.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note)

17:3

h Ex. 12:38

17:6

i Christ (Rock): v.
6; Ex. 33:22.
(Gen. 49:24;
1 Pet. 2:8, note)

j Miracles (OT):
vv. 5-7; Lev.
10:2. (Gen.
5:24; Jon. 1:17,
note)
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*17:7 Literally Tempted * Literally Contention

Manna is a type of Christ in humiliation giving His flesh
that the believer might have life (John 6:49–51). To medi-
tate upon the Lord Jesus as He lived among men, doing not
His own will but the will of the Father (John 6:38–40), is to
feed on the manna.

16:35 forty years. Moses’ life divides into three equal
periods of forty years—in Egypt (Ex. 2:1–14); in Midian
(2:15—12:36); and in the wilderness (12:37—Deut. 34:8).
The Scriptures often refer to the forty-year period of wan-
dering in the wilderness (Ex. 16:35; Acts 7:36–40); Stephen
informs us that the length of time Moses spent as a shep-
herd in Midian was forty years (Acts 7:30); and once we
are told that Moses lived to the age of 120 (Deut. 34:7),
making his residence in Pharaoh’s court to be forty years in
length also.

The period spent by Moses at Mount Sinai was forty days
(Ex. 24:18; 34:28), which was the length of time that our
Lord was in the wilderness at the beginning of His ministry

(Matt. 4:2) and also the time intervening between His res-
urrection and ascension (Acts 1:3).

17:6 rock. The rock, a type of life through the Holy
Spirit by grace: (1) Christ the Rock (1 Cor. 10:4); (2) the
people utterly unworthy (v. 2; Eph. 2:1–6); and (3) charac-
teristics of life through grace: (a) free (John 4:10; Rom.
6:23; Eph. 2:8); (b) abundant (Rom. 5:20; compare Ps.
105:41); (c) near (Rom. 10:8); and (d) the people had only
to take (Is. 55:1). The struck rock aspect of the death of
Christ looks toward the outpouring of the Holy Spirit (John
7:37–39) as a result of accomplished redemption, rather
than toward our guilt. It is the affirmative side of John 3:16.
“Not perish” speaks of atoning blood; “but have” alludes to
life bestowed (Rom. 8:2,10–11).

Joshua: Jehovah is salvation. The leader of the Israel-
ites after the death of Moses. He led the people into
the Promised Land.



abook and recount it in the hearing
of Joshua, that I will utterly blot out
the remembrance of Amalek from
under heaven.”

15And Moses built an baltar and
called its name, cThe-LORD-Is-My-
Banner;*

16for he said, “Because the LORD
has dsworn: the LORD will have war
with Amalek from generation to
generation.”

Visit of Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law

18AND e Jethro, the priest of
Midian, Moses’ father-in-law,

heard of all that God had done for
Moses and for Israel His people—
that the LORD had brought Israel out
of Egypt.

2Then Jethro, Moses’ father-in-
law, took fZipporah, Moses’ wife, af-
ter he had sent her gback,

3with her two sons, of whom the
name of one was Gershom (for he
said, “I have been a stranger in a
foreign land”)

4and the name of the other was
Eliezer (for he said, “The God of my

18:4

h Gen. 49:25

18:5

i Ex. 3:1,12; 4:27;
24:13

18:7

j Ex. 4:27

18:8

k Ex. 15:6,16

18:9

l Is. 63:7-14

17:14

a Inspiration: v.
14; Ex. 19:6.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

17:15

b Sacrifice (typi-
cal): v. 15; Lev.
1:3. (Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note)

c See Gen. 2:3
and 4, notes

17:16

d Cp. Gen. 22:14-
16

18:1

e Ex. 3:1

18:2

f Ex. 2:21

g Ex. 4:20-26
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father was my hhelp, and delivered
me from the sword of Pharaoh”);

5and Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law,
came with his sons and his wife to
Moses in the wilderness, where he
was encamped at the imountain of
God.

6Now he had said to Moses, “I,
your father-in-law Jethro, am com-
ing to you with your wife and her
two sons with her.”

7So Moses went out to meet his
father-in-law, bowed down, and
jkissed him. And they asked each
other about their well-being, and
they went into the tent.

8And Moses told his father-in-law
all that the LORD had done to Phar-
aoh and to the Egyptians for Israel’s
sake, all the hardship that had come
upon them on the way, and how the
LORD had kdelivered them.

9Then Jethro rejoiced for all the
lgood which the LORD had done for
Israel, whom He had delivered out
of the hand of the Egyptians.

10And Jethro said, “Blessed be the
*17:15 Hebrew YHWH Nissi

18:3 Gershom. That is, a stranger is there. 18:4 Eliezer. That is, my God is my help.

17:14 MOSES AS AUTHOR

This passage and others in the Pentateuch clearly teach that Moses could write. Compare Deut. 28:58; 31:24. Ancient
writing has been found in Mesopotamia and Egypt from dates long before the time of Moses.

Until the rise of higher criticism, within the last two centuries, it was the belief of the entire Christian world that Mo-
ses wrote the Pentateuch. In 1753 a French physician named Jean Astruc advanced the theory that the change from
the word “God,” in Gen. 1:1—2:4 to the word, “LORD,” in the next few chapters indicates that these come from two
distinct sources and give a hint as to the sources which Moses used in writing the Pentateuch. After a long process,
during which many views were suggested, there developed from this start the Graf-Wellhausen hypothesis, which was
presented in 1878 by Julius Wellhausen and came to be accepted by most higher critics.

This theory divides the Pentateuch into a patchwork of various documents, all of them said to have been written
many years after the time of Moses and to have been eventually combined into one work by a long procedure, in
which a series of redactors (editors) took part. Four main arguments were advanced for this theory: (1) the use of var-
ious names for God in different passages; (2) the proposal that each of four principal documents could be read as a
complete unit by itself; (3) the claim that there were many repetitions of parallel statements, events, laws, and even in-
dividual stories; and (4) the charge that the style of the documents differs widely.

Not one of these claims has been substantiated by careful investigation: (1) Similar alterations of divine names are
found in other books whose unity is unquestioned. (2) The alleged continuity of each document proves on careful ex-
amination not to be a fact. (3) The so-called parallel passages often record different events. When the same account
is repeated twice, there is generally a clear reason why the repetition should occur. And (4) the style of the different
alleged documents does not usually vary greatly in the Hebrew. Where there is a striking difference, it is due to the
dissimilarity of subject matter.

Archaeology has brought numerous evidences to support a Mosaic authorship, all of which fit with the Bible as it
stands, many of them in sharp contradiction to the critical theory of the origin of the documents. Our Lord Jesus Christ
personally referred to the Pentateuch as the work of Moses. Christians should follow their Lord in taking these five books
as actually the work of this great prophet (Mark 10:3–5; 12:26; John 5:45–46; compare Matt. 8:4; 19:8; Mark 1:44; 7:10;
Luke 5:14; 24:44; John 7:19,22–23). For a related note, see Ex. 6:3. Compare also notes at Deut. 31:24; 34:12.



them to be rulers of thousands,
rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties,
and rulers of tens.

22“And let them judge the people
at all times. Then it will be that
every great matter they shall nbring
to you, but every small matter they
themselves shall judge. So it will be
easier for you, for they will obear
the burden with you.

23“If you do this thing, and God
so commands you, then you will be
able to endure, and all this people
will also go to their place in peace.”

24So Moses heeded the voice of
his father-in-law and did all that he
had said.

25And Moses chose able men out
of all Israel, and made them heads
over the people: rulers of thou-
sands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of
fifties, and rulers of tens.

26So they judged the people at all
times; the hard cases they brought
to Moses, but they judged every
small case themselves.

27Then Moses let his father-in-law
depart, and he went his way to his
own land.

III. At Sinai: the Giving of the
Law and the Construction of the

Tabernacle, 19:1—40:38

Israel arrives at Sinai

19IN the third month after the
children of pIsrael had gone

out of the land of Egypt, on the
same day, they came to the Wilder-
ness of qSinai.

2For they had departed from
rRephidim, had come to the Wilder-
ness of Sinai, and camped in the
wilderness. So Israel scamped there
before the mountain.

The Fifth Dispensation: the Law
(Ex. 19:3—Acts 1:26).

The children of Israel tested at Sinai
3And Moses went up to God, and

the LORD called to him from the
mountain, saying, “Thus you shall

LORD, who has delivered you out of
the hand of the Egyptians and out of
the hand of Pharaoh, and who has
delivered the people from under the
hand of the Egyptians.

11“Now I know that the LORD is
greater than all the agods; for in the
very thing in which they behaved
proudly, He was above them.”

12Then Jethro, Moses’ father-in-
law, took* a burnt boffering and oth-
er sacrifices to offer to God. And
Aaron came with all the elders of Is-
rael to ceat bread with Moses’ fa-
ther-in-law before God.

13And so it was, on the next day,
that Moses dsat to judge the people;
and the people stood before Moses
from morning until evening.

14So when Moses’ father-in-law
saw all that he did for the people,
he said, “What is this thing that you
are doing for the people? Why do
you alone sit, and all the people
stand before you from morning until
evening?”

15And Moses said to his father-in-
law, “Because the people come to
me to einquire of God.

16“When they have a fdifficulty,
they come to me, and I judge be-
tween one and another; and I make
known the statutes of God and His
laws.”

17So Moses’ father-in-law said to
him, “The thing that you do is not
good.

18“Both you and these people
who are with you will surely wear
yourselves out. For this thing is too
much for you; you are gnot able to
perform it by yourself.

19“Listen now to my voice; I will
give you counsel, and God will be
with you: Stand hbefore God for the
people, so that you may ibring the
difficulties to God.

20“And you shall jteach them the
statutes and the laws, and show
them the way in which they must
walk and the work they must do.

21“Moreover you shall kselect
from all the people lable men, such
as mfear God, men of truth, hating
covetousness; and place such over

18:22

n Deut. 1:17-18

o Num. 11:17

19:1

p Israel (history):
vv. 1-8; Ex.
20:1. (Gen.
12:2; Rom.
11:26, note)

q Law (of Moses):
vv. 1-25; Ex.
20:1. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

19:2

r Ex. 17:1

s Cp. Ex. 3:12

18:11

a Ex. 12:12; 15:11

18:12

b Ex. 24:5

c Gen. 31:54;
Deut. 12:7

18:13

d Deut. 33:4-5;
Matt. 23:2

18:15

e Cp. Deut. 17:8-
13

18:16

f Deut. 19:17

18:18

g Num. 11:14,17;
Deut. 1:12

18:19

h Ex. 4:16; 20:19

i Num. 9:8; 27:5

18:20

j Deut. 1:18

18:21

k Cp. Acts 6:3

l Deut. 1;13,15;
Ps. 15:1-5

m 2 Sam. 23:3; see
Ps. 19:9, note
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*18:12 Following Masoretic Text and Septuagint;
Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate read offered.

19:1 third month. This is the month of Sivan in the He-
brew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern months

of May–June. For more information on the Hebrew reli-
gious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.



say to the house of Jacob, and tell
the children of Israel:

4‘You have seen what I did to the
Egyptians, and how I bore you on
eagles’ wings and brought you to
aMyself.

Fifth, or Mosaic Covenant
(Ex. 19:5, note)

5‘Now therefore, if you will in-
deed bobey My voice and ckeep My
dcovenant, then you shall be a spe-
cial treasure to Me above all people;
for all the earth is eMine.

19:6

f Cp. 1 Pet. 2:5,9;
Rev. 1:6; 5:10

g Deut. 26:19

h Inspiration: vv.
6-7; Ex. 20:1.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

19:7

i Ex. 4:29-30

19:8

j Ex. 24:3,7;
Deut. 5:27

19:4

a Separation: v. 4;
Ex. 33:16. (Gen.
12:1; 2 Cor.
6:17, note)

19:5

b Ex. 15:26; 23:22

c Ps. 78:10

d Eight Cov-
enants: vv. 3-8;
Deut. 30:3.
(Gen. 2:16;
Heb. 8:8, note)

e Ex. 9:29
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6‘And you shall be to Me a king-

dom of fpriests and a holy gnation.’
These are the hwords which you
shall speak to the children of Israel.”

7So Moses came and called for
the ielders of the people, and laid
before them all these words which
the LORD commanded him.

8Then all the people answered to-
gether and said, “All that the LORD

has spoken we will jdo.” So Moses
brought back the words of the peo-
ple to the LORD.

19:3 Thus you shall say. It is exceedingly important to
observe that: (1) The LORD reminded the people that up to
then they had been the objects of His free grace; (2) the
law is not here proposed as a means of salvation but as a
means by which Israel, already redeemed as a nation,
might through obedience fulfill her proper destiny as a
people for God’s possession, a holy nation, and a kingdom
of priests; and (3) the law was not imposed until it had
been proposed and voluntarily accepted.

19:5 if you will indeed obey. Compare 1 Pet. 2:9; Rev.
1:6; 5:10. What under law was conditional is, under grace,
freely given to every believer. The “if” of v. 5 is the essence
of law as a method of divine dealing, and the fundamental

reason why “the law made nothing perfect” (Heb. 7:18–19;
compare Rom. 8:3). To Abraham the promise preceded the
requirement; at Sinai the requirement preceded the prom-
ise. In the New Covenant the Abrahamic order is followed
(see Heb. 8:8–12, note). special treasure. Literally a peo-
ple for His own possession. Deut. 7:6; 14:2; 26:18; com-
pare Titus 2:14; 1 Pet. 2:9.

19:6 kingdom. This is the first Biblical occurrence of
the word “kingdom” as referring to the divine rule, and
marks the beginning of the theocratic kingdom. See notes
at 1 Sam. 8:7; Zech. 12:8.

19:8 All that the LORD has spoken. This oral response
of the people is commended by the LORD in Deut.

19:1 THE FIFTH DISPENSATION: THE LAW

This dispensation began with the giving of the law at Sinai and was brought to its close as a time-era in the sacrificial
death of Christ, who fulfilled all its provisions and types. In the previous dispensation, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as
well as multitudes of other individuals, failed in the tests of faith and obedience which were made man’s responsibil-
ity (e.g. Gen. 16:1–4; 26:6–10; 27:1–25). Egypt also failed to heed God’s warning (Gen. 12:3) and was judged. God
nevertheless provided a deliverer (Moses), a sacrifice (Passover lamb), and miraculous power to bring the Israelites out
of Egypt (judgments on Egypt; Red Sea deliverance).

As a result of their transgressions (Gal. 3:19) the Israelites were now placed under the precise discipline of the law.
The law teaches: (1) the awesome holiness of God (Ex. 19:10–25); (2) the exceeding sinfulness of sin (Rom. 7:13;
1 Tim. 1:8–10); (3) the necessity of obedience (Jer. 7:23–24); (4) the universality of man’s failure (Rom. 3:19–20); and
(5) the marvel of God’s grace in providing a way of approach to Himself through typical blood sacrifice, looking for-
ward to a Savior who would become the Lamb of God to bear away the sin of the world (John 1:29), “being witnessed
by the Law and the Prophets” (Rom. 3:21).

The law did not change the provisions or abrogate the promise of God as given in the Abrahamic Covenant. It was
not given as a way to life (that is, a means of justification, Acts 15:10–11; Gal. 2:16,21; 3:3–9,14,17,21,24–25), but as
a rule of living for a people already in the covenant of Abraham and covered by blood sacrifice, e.g. Passover lamb,
etc. One of its purposes was to make clear the purity and holiness which should characterize the life of a people with
whom the law of the nation was at the same time the law of God (Ex. 19:5–6).

Hence, the law’s function in relation to Israel was one of disciplinary restriction and correction (Gal. 3:24), like that
exercised over Greek and Roman children by the trusted household slave or tutor, to hold Israel in check for their own
good (Deut. 6:24): (1) until Christ should come (Christ is actually our Tutor, for the grace which saves us also teaches
us, Gal. 3:24; Titus 2:11–12); and (2) until the Father’s appointed time that the heirs (children of promise) should be
removed from a condition of legal minority into the privileges of heirs who have come of age (Gal. 4:1–3). This God
did in sending His Son, and believers are now in the position of sons in the Father’s house (Gal. 3:26; 4:4–7).

But Israel misinterpreted the purpose of the law (1 Tim. 1:8–10), sought righteousness by good deeds and ceremonial
ordinances (Acts 15:1; Rom. 9:31—10:3), and rejected their own Messiah (John 1:10–11). The history of Israel in the
wilderness, in the land, and scattered among the nations has been one long record of the violation of the law. For notes
on the other dispensations, see Innocence (Gen. 1:28); Conscience or Moral Responsibility (Gen. 3:7); Human Govern-
ment (Gen. 8:15); Promise (Gen. 12:1); Church (Acts 2:1); Kingdom (Rev. 20:4); see also Gen. 1:26 and 11:10, notes.



16Then it came to pass on the
third day, in the morning, that there
were thunderings and lightnings,
and a thick cloud on the mountain;
and the sound of the trumpet was
very loud, so that all the people who
were in the camp trembled.

17And Moses brought the people
out of the camp to meet with God,
and they stood at the foot of the
mountain.

18Now Mount Sinai was com-
pletely in esmoke, because the LORD
descended upon it in f fire. Its
smoke ascended like the smoke of a
furnace, and the whole mountain*

gquaked greatly.
19And when the blast of the trum-

pet sounded long and became loud-
er and louder, Moses spoke, and
God answered him by voice.

20Then the LORD came down
upon Mount Sinai, on the top of the
mountain. And the LORD called Mo-
ses to the top of the mountain, and
Moses went up.

21And the LORD said to Moses,
“Go down and warn the people, lest
they break through to gaze at the
LORD, and many of them perish.

22“Also let the hpriests who come
near the LORD iconsecrate them-
selves, lest the LORD break out
jagainst them.”

23But Moses said to the LORD,

Sinful man made aware of God’s
unapproachable holiness

(vv. 9–24; cp. Rom. 7:7–24)
9And the LORD said to Moses,

“Behold, I come to you in the thick
acloud, that the people may hear
when I bspeak with you, and cbe-
lieve you forever.” So Moses told
the words of the people to the LORD.

10Then the LORD said to Moses,
“Go to the people and consecrate
them today and tomorrow, and let
them wash their clothes.

11“And let them be ready for the
third day. For on the third day the
LORD will come down upon Mount
Sinai in the sight of all the people.

12“You shall set bounds for the
people all around, saying, ‘Take
heed to yourselves that you do not
go up to the mountain or touch its
base. Whoever touches the moun-
tain shall surely be put to ddeath.

13‘Not a hand shall touch him,
but he shall surely be stoned or shot
with an arrow; whether man or
beast, he shall not live.’ When the
trumpet sounds long, they shall
come near the mountain.”

14So Moses went down from the
mountain to the people and sancti-
fied the people, and they washed
their clothes.

15And he said to the people, “Be
ready for the third day; do not come
near your wives.”
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5:4

g Ps. 68:8; cp.
1 Kin. 19:12
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h Ex. 24:5

i Lev. 21:6-8

j Lev. 10:1-3
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b Cp. John 12:29

c Kingdom (OT):
v. 9; Ex. 24:12.
(Gen. 1:26;
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*19:18 Septuagint reads all the people.

5:27–28: “They are right in all that they have spoken.”
Their subsequent history, however, shows that they had
failed to realize their own spiritual and moral weakness
and the infinite perfection of the divine law which they so

easily were engaging themselves to obey. See God’s
lament in Deut. 5:29: “Oh, that they had such a heart in
them that they would fear Me and always keep all My
commandments.”

19:5 THE MOSAIC COVENANT

The Mosaic Covenant, given to Israel in three divisions, each essential to the others and together forming the Mosaic
Covenant, that is, the commandments, expressing the righteous will of God (Ex. 20:1–26); the judgments, governing
the social life of Israel (Ex. 21:1—24:11); and the ordinances, governing the religious life of Israel (Ex. 24:12—31:18).
These three elements form “the law,” as that expression is generically used in the NT (e.g. Matt. 5:17,18). The com-
mandments and the ordinances formed one religious system. The commandments were a “ministry of condemnation”
and “death” (2 Cor. 3:7–9); the ordinances gave, in the high priest, a representative of the people with the LORD; and,
in the sacrifices, a cover (see Atonement, Lev. 16:6, note) for their sins in anticipation of the cross (Heb. 5:1–3; 9:6–9;
compare Rom. 3:25–26). The Christian is not under the conditional Mosaic Covenant of works, the law, but under the
unconditional New Covenant of grace (Rom. 3:21–27; 6:14–15; Gal. 2:16; 3:10–14,16–18,24–26; 4:21–31; Heb.
10:11–17). The law did not change the provision of the Abrahamic Covenant but was an added thing for a limited
time only—till the Seed should come (Gal. 3:17–19).

For notes on other major covenants, see: Edenic (Gen. 2:16); Adamic (Gen. 3:15); Noahic (Gen. 9:16); Abrahamic
(Gen. 12:2); Palestinian (Deut. 30:3); Davidic (2 Sam. 7:16); New (Heb. 8:8).



“The people cannot come up to
Mount Sinai; for You warned us,
saying, ‘Set abounds around the
mountain and bconsecrate it.’ ”

24Then the LORD said to him,
“Away! Get down and then come up,
you and Aaron with you. But do not
let the priests and the people break
through to come up to the LORD, lest
He break out against them.”

25So Moses went down to the
people and spoke to them.

The Law: (1) the Ten Commandments

20AND God cspoke all these
dwords, esaying:

2“I am the LORD your God, who
brought you out of the land
of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage.

3“You shall have no other gods
before Me.

4“You shall not make for yourself
a carved image—any
likeness of anything that is
in heaven above, or that is
in the earth beneath, or that
is in the water under the
earth;

5 you shall not bow down to
them nor serve them. For I,
the LORD your God, am a
jealous God, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers upon
the children to the third and
fourth generations of those
who hate Me,

20:8

f Sabbath: vv. 8-
11; Ex. 31:13.
(Gen. 2:3; Matt.
12:1, note)
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g Matt. 15:4;
19:19; Mark
7:10; Eph. 6:2,3

h Deut. 5:33
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i Matt. 5:21;
19:18; Mark
10:19; Luke
18:20

20:14

j Matt. 5:27;
Mark 10:19;
Luke 18:20;
Rom. 13:9;
James 2:11

k Lev. 20:10
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a Ex. 19:12

b Sanctification
(OT): v. 23; Ex.
28:1. (Gen. 2:3;
Zech. 8:3, note)
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c Law (of Moses):
vv. 1-17; Ex.
31:18. (Ex. 19:1;
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d Inspiration: v. 1;
Ex. 24:3. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
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vv. 1-17; Ex.
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6 but showing mercy to

thousands, to those who love
Me and keep My
commandments.

7“You shall not take the name of
the LORD your God in vain,
for the LORD will not hold
him guiltless who takes His
name in vain.

8“Remember the fSabbath day, to
keep it holy.

9 Six days you shall labor and
do all your work,

10 but the seventh day is the
Sabbath of the LORD your
God. In it you shall do no
work: you, nor your son, nor
your daughter, nor your male
servant, nor your female
servant, nor your cattle, nor
your stranger who is within
your gates.

11 For in six days the LORD
made the heavens and the
earth, the sea, and all that is
in them, and rested the
seventh day. Therefore the
LORD blessed the Sabbath day
and hallowed it.

12 g“Honor your father and your
mother, that your days may
be hlong upon the land
which the LORD your God is
giving you.

13 i“You shall not murder.
14 j“You shall not commit kadultery.

20:1 (heading) The Law. There are six important factors
that should be borne in mind about the law: (1) the origin
and source of the law—God (Ex. 31:18; Acts 7:53); (2) the
avenue of the bestowal of the law—Moses and angels
(John 1:17; Gal. 3:19; Heb. 2:2); (3) the nature of the law—
(a) not grace (Rom. 10:5; Gal. 3:10; Heb. 10:28), (b) holy,
just, good, and spiritual (Rom. 7:12,14), and (c) a unit
(James 2:10–11); (4) the effects of the law—(a) declares all
men guilty (Rom. 3:19), (b) justifies no one (Rom. 3:20),
(c) cannot impart righteousness or life (Gal. 3:21),
(d) makes offenses abound (Rom. 5:20; 7:7–13; 1 Cor.
15:56), and (e) served as a tutor until Christ (Gal. 3:24);
(5) the relation of the believer to the law—(a) is not saved
by law (Gal. 2:21), (b) does not live under law (Rom. 6:14;
8:4), but (c) stands and grows in grace (Rom. 5:2; 2 Pet.
3:18); and (6) the recipients of the law—Israel alone (Ex.
20:2). Some of the laws of the Decalogue are written in the
hearts of men everywhere, are found in legal codes of oth-
er ancient nations, and are of universal application.

20:13 murder. The Hebrew language employs several
words to express the idea, to kill. The verb used here is a

20:1 THE GIVING OF THE LAW

There is a threefold giving of the law: (1) Orally. In
20:1–17 ten commandments are given. They are fol-
lowed by judgments concerning the relations of He-
brew with Hebrew (21:1—23:13), to which are added
directions for keeping three annual feasts (23:14–19),
and instructions for the conquest of Canaan (23:20–33).
These words Moses communicates to the people
(24:3–8). Immediately, in the persons of their elders,
they are admitted to the fellowship of God (24:9–11).
(2) Moses is then called up to receive the tablets of
stone (24:12–18). The story then divides. Moses, on the
mount, receives the gracious instructions concerning
the tabernacle, priesthood, and sacrifice (chs. 25—31).
Meantime the people, led by Aaron, break the first
commandment (ch. 32). Moses, returning, breaks the
tablets “written with the finger of God” (31:18;
32:16–19). And (3) the second tablets are made by Mo-
ses and the law is again written by the hand of the LORD
(34:1,28–29; Deut. 10:4).



The Law: (2) the judgments:
master and servant relationship

21“NOW these are the o judg-
ments which you shall set

before them:
2“If you buy a pHebrew servant,

he shall serve six years; and in the
seventh he shall go out free and pay
nothing.

3“If he comes in by himself, he
shall go out by himself; if he comes
in married, then his wife shall go
out with him.

4“If his master has given him a
wife, and she has borne him sons or
daughters, the wife and her chil-
dren shall be her master’s, and he
shall go out by himself.

5“But if the servant plainly says, ‘I
love my master, my wife, and my
children; I will not go out free,’

6“then his master shall bring him
to the q judges. He shall also bring
him to the door, or to the doorpost,
and his master shall pierce his rear
with an awl; and he shall serve him
forever.

7“And if a man sells his daughter
to be a female slave, she shall not go
out as the male slaves do.

8“If she does not please her mas-
ter, who has betrothed her to him-
self, then he shall let her be re-
deemed. He shall have no right to
sell her to a foreign people, since he
has dealt deceitfully with her.

9“And if he has betrothed her to
his son, he shall deal with her ac-
cording to the custom of daughters.

10“If he takes another wife, he
shall not diminish her food, her
clothing, and her marriage rights.

11“And if he does not do these
three for her, then she shall go out
free, without paying money.

The judgments: personal injuries
12“He who strikes a man so that

he dies shall surely be put to sdeath.
13“However, if he did not lie in

wait, but God delivered him into his
hand, then I will appoint for you a
tplace where he may flee.

14“But if a man acts with premed-
itation against his neighbor, to kill

15“You shall not asteal.
16“You shall not bear false witness

against your bneighbor.
17“You shall not ccovet your

neighbor’s house; you shall
not covet your neighbor’s
dwife, nor his male servant,
nor his female servant, nor
his ox, nor his donkey, nor
anything that is your
neighbor’s.”

The effect on the people
18Now all the people witnessed

the thunderings, the lightning
flashes, the sound of the trumpet,
and the mountain smoking; and
when the people saw it, they trem-
bled and stood afar eoff.

19Then they said to Moses, “You
speak with us, and we will hear; but
let not God speak with us, lest we
fdie.”

20And Moses said to the people,
“Do not fear; for God has come to
gtest you, and that His hfear may be
before you, so that you may not
sin.”

21So the people stood afar off, but
Moses drew near the thick darkness
where God was.

22Then the LORD said to Moses,
“Thus you shall say to the children
of Israel: ‘You have seen that I have
italked with you from heaven.

23‘You shall not make anything to
be with Me—gods of silver or gods
of gold you shall not make for your-
selves.

Gracious provision for sacrifices
24‘An altar of jearth you shall

make for Me, and you shall sacrifice
on it your burnt offerings and your
peace offerings, your sheep and
your oxen. In every place where I
krecord My name I will come to
you, and I will bless you.

25‘And if you make Me an altar of
stone, you shall not build it of
lhewn stone; for if you muse your
tool on it, you have profaned it.

26‘Nor shall you go up by steps to
My altar, that your nnakedness may
not be exposed on it.’
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special word which can only mean murder and always in-
dicates intentional slaying.

20:18 afar. For contrast between law and grace com-
pare Luke 1:10; Eph. 2:13; with Heb. 10:19–22.



him by treachery, you shall a take
him from My altar, that he may die.

15“And he who strikes his father
or his mother shall surely be put to
death.

16“He who bkidnaps a man and
sells him, or if he is found in his
hand, shall surely be put to death.

17“And he who curses his father
or his mother shall surely be put to
death.

18“If men contend with each oth-
er, and one strikes the other with a
stone or with his fist, and he does
not die but is confined to his bed,

19“if he rises again and walks
about outside with his staff, then he
who struck him shall be acquitted.
He shall only pay for the loss of his
time, and shall provide for him to
be thoroughly healed.

20“And if a man beats his male or
female servant with a rod, so that
he dies under his hand, he shall
surely be punished.

21“Notwithstanding, if he re-
mains alive a day or two, he shall
not be punished; for he is his cprop-
erty.

22“If men fight, and hurt a
woman with child, so that she gives
birth prematurely, yet no harm fol-
lows, he shall surely be punished
accordingly as the woman’s hus-
band imposes on him; and he shall
pay as the d judges determine.

23“But if any harm follows, then
you shall give life for life,

24e“eye for eye, tooth for tooth,
hand for hand, foot for foot,

25“burn for burn, wound for
wound, stripe for stripe.

26“If a man strikes the eye of his
male or female servant, and de-
stroys it, he shall let him go free for
the sake of his eye.

27“And if he knocks out the tooth
of his male or female servant, he
shall let him go free for the sake of
his tooth.

28“If an fox gores a man or a
woman to death, then the ox shall
surely be stoned, and its flesh shall
not be eaten; but the owner of the
ox shall be acquitted.

29“But if the ox tended to thrust
with its horn in times past, and it
has been made known to his owner,
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and he has not kept it confined, so
that it has killed a man or a woman,
the ox shall be stoned and its owner
also shall be put to death.

30“If there is imposed on him a
sum of money, then he shall pay to
redeem his life, whatever is im-
posed on him.

31“Whether it has gored a son or
gored a daughter, according to this
judgment it shall be done to him.

32“If the ox gores a male or fe-
male servant, he shall give to their
master gthirty hshekels of silver, and
the ox shall be stoned.

33“And if a man opens a pit, or if
a man digs a pit and does not cover
it, and an ox or a donkey falls in it,

34“the owner of the pit shall
make it good; he shall give money
to their owner, but the dead animal
shall be his.

35“If one man’s ox hurts anoth-
er’s, so that it dies, then they shall
sell the live ox and divide the mon-
ey from it; and the dead ox they
shall also divide.

36“Or if it was known that the ox
tended to thrust in time past, and
its owner has not kept it confined,
he shall surely pay ox for ox, and
the dead animal shall be his own.

The judgments: property rights

22“IF a man steals an ox or a
sheep, and slaughters it or

sells it, he shall irestore five oxen
for an ox and j four sheep for a
sheep.

2“If the thief is found kbreaking
in, and he is struck so that he dies,
there shall be no guilt for his blood-
shed.

3“If the sun has risen on him,
there shall be guilt for his blood-
shed. He should make full restitu-
tion; if he has nothing, then he shall
be sold for his theft.

4“If the theft is certainly found
alive in his hand, whether it is an
ox or donkey or sheep, he shall re-
store double.

5“If a man causes a field or vine-
yard to be grazed, and lets loose his
animal, and it feeds in another
man’s field, he shall make restitu-
tion from the best of his own field
and the best of his own vineyard.



give her to him, he shall pay money
according to the ebride-price of vir-
gins.

18“You shall not permit a fsorcer-
ess to live.

19“Whoever lies with an ganimal
shall surely be put to death.

20“He who hsacrifices to any igod,
except to the LORD only, he shall be
utterly destroyed.

21“You shall neither mistreat a
jstranger nor oppress him, for you
were strangers in the land of Egypt.

22“You shall not kafflict any wid-
ow or fatherless child.

23“If you afflict them in any way,
and they cry at all to Me, I will sure-
ly lhear their cry;

24“and My wrath will become
hot, and I will mkill you with the
sword; your wives shall be widows,
and your children fatherless.

25“If you lend money to any of
My people who are poor among
you, you shall not be like a money-
lender to him; you shall not charge
him ninterest.

26“If you ever take your neigh-
bor’s garment as a opledge, you shall
return it to him before the sun goes
down.

27“For that is his only covering, it
is his garment for his skin. What
will he sleep in? And it will be that
when he cries to Me, I will hear, for
I am pgracious.

28“You shall not revile God, nor
qcurse a rruler of your people.

29“You shall not delay to offer the
first of your ripe sproduce and your
juices. The t firstborn of your sons
you shall give to Me.

30“Likewise you shall do with
your oxen and your sheep. It shall
be with its mother seven days; on
the eighth day you shall give it to
Me.

31“And you shall be uholy men to
Me: you shall not eat meat torn by
vbeasts in the field; you shall throw
it to the dogs.

23“YOU shall not circulate a
false report. Do not put your

hand with the wicked to be an un-
righteous wwitness.

2“You shall not follow a crowd to

6“If fire breaks out and catches in
thorns, so that stacked grain, stand-
ing grain, or the field is consumed,
he who kindled the fire shall surely
make restitution.

7“If a man adelivers to his neigh-
bor money or articles to keep, and it
is stolen out of the man’s house, if
the thief is found, he shall pay dou-
ble.

8“If the thief is not found, then
the master of the house shall be
brought to the b judges to see
whether he has put his hand into
his neighbor’s goods.

9“For any kind of trespass,
whether it concerns an ox, a don-
key, a sheep, or clothing, or for any
kind of lost thing which another
claims to be his, the cause of both
parties shall come before the judges;
and whomever the judges condemn
shall pay double to his neighbor.

10“If a man delivers to his neigh-
bor a donkey, an ox, a sheep, or any
animal to keep, and it dies, is hurt,
or driven away, no one seeing it,

11“then an coath of the LORD shall
be between them both, that he has
not put his hand into his neighbor’s
goods; and the owner of it shall ac-
cept that, and he shall not make it
good.

12“But if, in fact, it is stolen from
him, he shall make restitution to
the owner of it.

13“If it is d torn to pieces by a
beast, then he shall bring it as evi-
dence, and he shall not make good
what was torn.

14“And if a man borrows anything
from his neighbor, and it becomes
injured or dies, the owner of it not
being with it, he shall surely make
it good.

15“If its owner was with it, he
shall not make it good; if it was
hired, it came for its hire.

The judgments: crimes against
humanity

16“If a man entices a virgin who
is not betrothed, and lies with her,
he shall surely pay the bride-price
for her to be his wife.

17“If her father utterly refuses to
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do evil; nor shall you testify in a dis-
pute so as to turn aside after many
to pervert justice.

3“You shall not show partiality to
a apoor man in his dispute.

4“If you meet your enemy’s ox or
his donkey going astray, you shall
surely bring it back to him again.

5“If you see the donkey of one
who hates you lying under its bur-
den, and you would refrain from
helping it, you shall surely help him
with it.

6“You shall not pervert the judg-
ment of your poor in his dispute.

7“Keep yourself far from a false
matter; do not kill the innocent and
righteous. For I will not justify the
wicked.

8“And you shall take no bribe, for
a bribe blinds the discerning and
perverts the words of the righteous.

9“Also you shall not oppress a
bstranger, for you know the heart of
a stranger, because you were
strangers in the land of Egypt.

The judgments: the land and 
the Sabbath

10“Six years you shall sow your
land and gather in its produce,

11“but the seventh year you shall
let it rest and lie fallow, that the
poor of your people may eat; and
what they leave, the beasts of the
field may eat. In like manner you
shall do with your vineyard and
your olive grove.

12“Six days you shall do your
work, and on the seventh day you
shall rest, that your ox and your
donkey may rest, and the son of
your female servant and the
stranger may be refreshed.

13“And in all that I have said to
you, be circumspect and make no
mention of the name of other cgods,
nor let it be heard from your mouth.

Three national feasts: Unleavened
Bread; Firstfruits; Ingathering

14“Three times you shall keep a
feast to Me in the year:
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15“You shall keep the Feast of

dUnleavened Bread (you shall eat
unleavened bread seven days, as I
commanded you, at the time ap-
pointed in the month of Abib, for in
it you came out of Egypt; none shall
appear before Me empty);

16“and the Feast of eHarvest, the
firstfruits of your labors which you
have sown in the field; and the Feast
of Ingathering at the end of the year,
when you have gathered in the fruit
of your labors from the field.

17“Three times in the year all
your males shall appear before the
Lord GOD.*

18“You shall not offer the blood of
My sacrifice with leavened fbread;
nor shall the fat of My sacrifice re-
main until morning.

19“The first of the firstfruits of
your land you shall bring into the
house of the LORD your God. You
shall not boil a young goat in its
mother’s milk.

Instructions and promises concerning
conquest of the land

20“Behold, I send an gAngel be-
fore you to keep you in the way and
to bring you into the place which I
have hprepared.

21“Beware of Him and obey His
voice; do not provoke Him, for He
will not pardon your transgressions;
for My name is in Him.

22“But if you indeed obey His
voice and do all that I speak, then I
will be an enemy to your enemies
and an adversary to your adversaries.

23“For My Angel will go before
you and bring you in to the Amo-
rites and the iHittites and the Per-
izzites and the Canaanites and the
Hivites and the Jebusites; and I will
cut them off.

24“You shall not jbow down to
their gods, nor serve them, nor do
according to their works; but you
shall utterly koverthrow them and
completely break down their sacred
pillars.
*23:17 Hebrew YHWH, usually translated LORD

23:14 feast. Compare Lev. 23:4–44, where provision for
feasts in the promised land is made.

23:15 Abib. This is the first month in the Hebrew reli-
gious calendar, also called Nisan. It correlates to the mod-

ern months of March–April. For more information on the
Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

23:17 Three times. Compare Lev. 23:4–44, where pro-
vision for feasts in the promised land is made.



People acknowledge the covenant:
their worship

3So Moses came and told the peo-
ple all the iwords of the LORD and all
the judgments. And all the people
answered with one voice and said,
“All the words which the LORD has
said we will do.”

4And Moses wrote all the words
of the LORD. And he rose early in
the morning, and built an altar at
the foot of the mountain, and
twelve pillars according to the
twelve tribes of Israel.

5Then he sent young men of the
children of Israel, who offered
jburnt offerings and sacrificed peace
offerings of oxen to the LORD.

6And Moses took half the blood
and put it in basins, and half the
blood he sprinkled on the kaltar.

7Then he took the lBook of the
Covenant and read in the hearing of
the people. And they said, “All that
the LORD has said we will do, and be
obedient.”

8And Moses took the blood,
sprinkled it on the people, and said,
“This is the mblood of the covenant
which the LORD has made with you
according to all these words.”

Moses ascends Mount Sinai
9Then Moses went up, also Aar-

on, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy
of the elders of Israel,

10and they nsaw the God of Israel.
And there was under His feet as it
were a paved work of sapphire
stone, and it was like the very heav-
ens in its clarity.

11But on the nobles of the chil-
dren of Israel He did not lay His
hand. So they saw God, and they
ate and drank.

12Then the LORD said to Moses,
“Come up to Me on the mountain
and be there; and I will give you
tablets of stone, and the law and
commandments which I have writ-
ten, that oyou may teach them.”

25“So you shall aserve the LORD
your God, and He will bbless your
bread and your water. And I will
take csickness away from the midst
of you.

26“No one shall suffer miscarriage
or be barren in your land; I will ful-
fill the number of your days.

27“I will send My d fear before
you, I will ecause confusion among
all the people to whom you come,
and will make all your enemies turn
their backs to you.

28“And I will send fhornets be-
fore you, which shall drive out the
Hivite, the Canaanite, and the Hit-
tite from before you.

29“I will not drive them out from
before you in one year, lest the land
become desolate and the beasts of
the field become too numerous for
you.

30“Little by little I will drive them
out from before you, until you have
increased, and you inherit the land.

31“And I will set your bounds
from the Red Sea to the sea, Philis-
tia, and from the desert to the River.
For I will deliver the inhabitants of
the land into your hand, and you
shall drive them out before you.

32“You shall make no covenant
with them, nor with their gods.

33“They shall not dwell in your
land, lest they make you sin against
Me. For if you serve their gods, it
will surely be a snare to you.”

Order of worship before building
the tabernacle

24NOW He said to Moses,
“Come up to the LORD, you

and Aaron, gNadab and Abihu, and
hseventy of the elders of Israel, and
worship from afar.

2“And Moses alone shall come
near the LORD, but they shall not
come near; nor shall the people go
up with him.”
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2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

24:5

j Ex. 18:12; 20:24

24:6

k Ex. 29:16,20

24:7

l v. 4

24:8

m Heb. 9:20; cp.
Matt. 26:28;
Mark 14:24;
Luke 22:20;
1 Cor. 11:25

24:10

n See John 1:18,
note

24:12

o Kingdom (OT):
v. 12; Num.
24:17. (Gen.
1:26; Zech.
12:8, note)

23:25

a Deut. 6:13;
Matt. 4:10

b Deut. 7:13-16

c Ex. 15:26

23:27

d Ex. 15:16

e Deut. 7:23

23:28

f Deut. 7:20;
Josh. 24:12

24:1

g Ex. 6:23; Lev.
10:1-2

h Num. 11:16

120 EXODUS 23:25—24:12

23:31 River. That is, the Euphrates.

Nadab and Abihu: liberal/God is my father. The sons
of Aaron who were consumed by fire for offering
unauthorized fire before the Lord.

24:4 built an altar. Compare Ex. 33:7–11. This arrange-

ment for worship was temporarily called the “tabernacle.”
24:11 ate and drank. Symbol of fellowship on the basis

of blood sacrifice. Compare v. 8; Heb. 9:19–22; 1 John 1:7.

Mount Sinai: The mountain of God upon which God
gave Moses the Ten Commandments.



13So Moses arose with his assis-
tant Joshua, and Moses went up to
the mountain of God.

14And he said to the elders, “Wait
here for us until we come back to
you. Indeed, Aaron and aHur are
with you. If any man has a difficulty,
let him go to them.”

15Then Moses went up into the
mountain, and a bcloud covered the
mountain.

16Now the cglory of the LORD rest-
ed on Mount Sinai, and the cloud
covered it six days. And on the sev-
enth day He called to Moses out of
the midst of the cloud.

17The sight of the glory of the
LORD was like a consuming dfire on
the top of the mountain in the eyes
of the children of Israel.

18So Moses went into the midst of
the cloud and went up into the
mountain. And Moses was on the
mountain forty days and forty nights.

Moses on the mount.
The tabernacle

25THEN the LORD spoke to Mo-
ses, saying:

2“Speak to the children of Israel,
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e See 2 Cor. 8:1,
note
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f See Ex. 29:5,
note
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g Ex. 29:45-46
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note

24:14

a Ex. 17:10,12

24:15

b Ex. 19:9,16

24:16

c Ex. 33:18

24:17

d Deut. 4:24; 9:3;
Heb. 12:29
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that they bring Me an offering.
From everyone who gives it ewill-
ingly with his heart you shall take
My offering.

Materials for the tabernacle
3“And this is the offering which

you shall take from them: gold, sil-
ver, and bronze;

4“blue, purple, and scarlet thread,
fine linen, and goats’ hair;

5“ram skins dyed red, badger
skins, and acacia wood;

6“oil for the light, and spices for
the anointing oil and for the sweet
incense;

7“onyx stones, and stones to be
set in the fephod and in the breast-
plate.

8“And let them make Me a sanctu-
ary, that I may gdwell among them.

9“According to all that I show
you, that is, the pattern of the taber-
nacle and the pattern of all its fur-
nishings, just so you shall make it.

Ark of the Testimony
10“And they shall hmake an ark of

acacia wood; two and a half icubits
shall be its length, a cubit and a half

25:1 the LORD. The general authority for the types of
Exodus is found: (1) as to the persons and events, in 1 Cor.
10:1–11; and (2) as to the tabernacle, in Heb. 9:1–24. Hav-
ing the assurance that the tabernacle and its furnishings are
typical, the details of necessity must be received as typical
also. But since there is no explicit NT reference for the
meaning of some of them, the significance in such in-
stances is based on spiritual analogy. See Gen. 2:23, note.
The typical meanings of the materials and colors of the
tabernacle are believed to be as follows: gold, Deity in
manifestation—divine glory; silver, redemption (see Ex.
26:19, note; 30:11–16; 38:27); bronze, symbol of judg-
ment, as in the bronze altar and in the bronze serpent

(Num. 21:6–9); blue, heavenly in nature or origin; purple,
royalty; scarlet, sacrifice.

25:9 tabernacle. The tabernacle, speaking comprehen-
sively, is explained in the NT as typical in three ways: (1) of
the Church as a habitation of God through the Spirit (v. 8;
Eph. 2:19–22); (2) of the believer (2 Cor. 6:16); and (3) as a
figure of things in the heavens (Heb. 9:23–24). In detail, all
speak of Christ: (1) The ark, in its materials, acacia wood
and gold, is a type of the humanity and Deity of Christ (see
Ex. 26:15, note). (2) In its contents, the ark is a type of
Christ, as: (a) having God’s law in His heart (Ex. 25:16);
(b) the wilderness food (or portion) of His people (Ex.
16:33); and (c) Himself the resurrection, of which Aaron’s

25:10 THE HISTORY OF THE ARK OF THE TESTIMONY

The long history of the ark of the Testimony begins at Mount Sinai where the ark was built. Throughout its history the ark
contained the tablets of the Law (1 Kin. 8:9) and for a time also the golden pot containing manna and Aaron’s rod (Heb.
9:4). The ark ordinarily was kept in the Most Holy of the tabernacle. During the journeys of the Israelites it was carried
by the priests or the Kohathites of the tribe of Levi (Num. 3:30–31). After Solomon built the temple, it was kept there
(1 Kin. 8:6–9). The ark accompanied the children of Israel on their journeys through the wilderness; at Jericho it preced-
ed their army (Josh. 6). The ark’s frequent mention in Scripture testifies to its prominence in Israel (Num. 3:31; 10:33;
Josh. 3:3–17; 6:4; Judg. 20:27; 1 Sam. 3:3; 4:1–11; 5:1–11; 6:1–21; 7:1–2; 2 Sam. 6:2–17; 7:2; 15:24–29; 1 Kin. 8:1–21).

The description of the furnishings of the tabernacle begins with the ark which, as already stated, was placed in the
Most Holy; because in revelation God begins from Himself, working outward toward man, as in approach the worshiper
begins from himself, moving toward God in the Most Holy. The same order is followed in the Levitical offerings (Lev. 1—
5). In approach man begins at the bronze altar, a type of the cross where, in the fire of judgment, atonement is made.



shall put the Testimony that I will
give you.

22“And there I will gmeet with
you, and I will speak with you from
above the mercy seat, from hbe-
tween the two cherubim which are
on the ark of the Testimony, about
everything which I will give you in
commandment to the children of Is-
rael.

Table of showbread
23“You shall also imake a jtable of

acacia wood; two cubits shall be its
length, a cubit its width, and a cubit
and a half its height.

24“And you shall overlay it with
pure gold, and make a molding of
gold all around.

25“You shall make for it a frame of
a handbreadth all around, and you
shall make a gold molding for the
frame all around.

26“And you shall make for it four
rings of gold, and put the rings on
the four corners that are at its four
legs.

27“The rings shall be close to the
frame, as holders for the poles to
bear the table.

28“And you shall make the poles
of acacia wood, and overlay them
with gold, that the table may be car-
ried with them.

29“You shall make its dishes, its
pans, its pitchers, and its bowls for
pouring. You shall make them of
pure gold.

30“And you shall kset the show-
bread on the table before Me always.

Golden lampstand
31“You shall also lmake a mlamp-

stand of pure gold; the lampstand

its width, and a cubit and a half its
height.

11“And you shall overlay it with
pure gold, inside and out you shall
overlay it, and shall make on it a
molding of agold all around.

12“You shall cast four rings of gold
for it, and put them in its four cor-
ners; two rings shall be on one side,
and two rings on the other side.

13“And you shall make poles of
acacia wood, and overlay them with
gold.

14“You shall put the poles into the
rings on the sides of the ark, that
the ark may be carried by them.

15“The poles shall be in the rings
of the ark; they shall not be btaken
from it.

16“And you shall put into the ark
the cTestimony which I will give
you.

17“You shall make a dmercy seat
of pure gold; two and a half cubits
shall be its length and a cubit and a
half its width.

18“And you shall make two echer-
ubim of gold; of hammered work
you shall make them at the two
ends of the mercy seat.

19“Make one cherub at one end,
and the other cherub at the other
end; you shall make the cherubim
at the two ends of it of one piece
with the mercy seat.

20“And the cherubim shall
fstretch out their wings above, cov-
ering the mercy seat with their
wings, and they shall face one an-
other; the faces of the cherubim
shall be toward the mercy seat.

21“You shall put the mercy seat
on top of the ark, and in the ark you
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rod is the symbol (Num. 17:10; Heb. 9:4). And (3) in its use
the ark, especially the mercy seat, is a type of God’s
throne. That it was, to the sinning Israelite, a throne of
grace and not of judgment was due to the mercy seat
formed of gold and sprinkled with the blood of atonement,
which vindicated the law, and the divine holiness guarded
by the cherubim (Gen. 3:24; Ezek. 1:5, note). See Sacrifice
of Atonement, Rom. 3:25, note.

25:30 showbread. “The showbread,” a type of Christ,
the Bread of God, nourisher of the Christian’s life as a be-
liever-priest (1 Pet. 2:9; Rev. 1:6). In John 6:33–58 our Lord
has more in mind the manna, that food which “comes
down from heaven”; but all typical meanings of bread are

there gathered into His words. The manna is the life-giving
Christ; the showbread, the life-sustaining Christ. The show-
bread typifies Christ as the “grain of wheat” (John 12:24)
ground in the mill of suffering (John 12:27) and brought
into the fire of judgment (John 12:31–33). We, as priests,
by faith feed upon Him as having undergone that in our
stead and for our sakes. We are fed by meditation upon
Christ, as in Heb. 12:2–3.

25:31 lampstand. Lampstand, a type of Christ our Light
(John 1:4,9; 8:12; 9:5) shining in the fullness of the power
of the sevenfold Spirit (Is. 11:2; Heb. 1:9; Rev. 1:4). Natural
light was excluded from the tabernacle. Compare 1 Cor.
2:14–15.



shall be of hammered work. Its
shaft, its branches, its bowls, its or-
namental knobs, and flowers shall
be of one piece.

32“And six branches shall come
out of its sides: three branches of
the lampstand out of one side, and
three branches of the lampstand out
of the other side.

33“Three bowls shall be made like
almond blossoms on one branch,
with an ornamental knob and a
flower, and three bowls made like al-
mond blossoms on the other branch,
with an ornamental knob and a
flower—and so for the six branches
that come out of the lampstand.

34“On the lampstand itself four
bowls shall be made like almond
blossoms, each with its ornamental
knob and flower.

35“And there shall be a knob un-
der the first two branches of the
same, a knob under the second two
branches of the same, and a knob
under the third two branches of the
same, according to the six branches
that extend from the lampstand.

36“Their knobs and their
branches shall be of one piece; all of
it shall be one hammered piece of
pure gold.

37“You shall make seven lamps for
it, and they shall arrange its lamps
so that they give light in front of it.

38“And its wick-trimmers and
their trays shall be of pure gold.

39“It shall be made of a atalent of
pure gold, with all these utensils.

40“And see to it that you make
them according to the bpattern
which was shown you on the moun-
tain.

Curtains of linen

26“MOREOVER you shall
cmake the tabernacle with

ten curtains of fine woven linen,
and blue, purple, and scarlet thread;
with artistic designs of dcherubim
you shall weave them.

2“The length of each curtain shall
be twenty-eight ecubits, and the
width of each curtain four cubits.
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And every one of the curtains shall
have the same measurements.

3“Five curtains shall be coupled to
one another, and the other five cur-
tains shall be coupled to one another.

4“And you shall make loops of blue
yarn on the edge of the curtain on
the selvedge of one set, and likewise
you shall do on the outer edge of the
other curtain of the second set.

5“Fifty loops you shall make in
the one curtain, and fifty loops you
shall make on the edge of the cur-
tain that is on the end of the second
set, that the loops may be clasped to
one another.

6“And you shall make fifty clasps
of gold, and couple the curtains to-
gether with the clasps, so that it
may be one tabernacle.

Curtains of goats’ hair
7“You shall also make curtains of

goats’ hair, to be a tent over the
tabernacle. You shall make eleven
curtains.

8“The length of each curtain shall
be thirty cubits, and the width of
each curtain four cubits; and the
eleven curtains shall all have the
same measurements.

9“And you shall couple five cur-
tains by themselves and six curtains
by themselves, and you shall double
over the sixth curtain at the fore-
front of the tent.

10“You shall make fifty loops on the
edge of the curtain that is outermost
in one set, and fifty loops on the edge
of the curtain of the second set.

11“And you shall make fifty
bronze clasps, put the clasps into
the loops, and couple the tent to-
gether, that it may be one.

12“The remnant that remains of
the curtains of the tent, the half cur-
tain that remains, shall hang over
the back of the tabernacle.

13“And a cubit on one side and a
cubit on the other side, of what re-
mains of the length of the curtains
of the tent, shall hang over the sides
of the tabernacle, on this side and
on that side, to cover it.

26:1 fine woven linen. Fine linen typifies personal righ-
teousness (Rev. 19:8). Here it speaks of the sinless life of
Christ. Observe the three colors: (1) blue, signifying

Christ’s heavenly origin; (2) purple, suggesting His royalty
as David’s Son; and (3) scarlet, indicative of His sacrificial
blood shed for mankind.



24“They shall be coupled together
at the bottom and they shall be cou-
pled together at the top by one ring.
Thus it shall be for both of them.
They shall be for the two corners.

25“So there shall be eight boards
with their sockets of silver—sixteen
sockets—two sockets under each of
the boards.

26“And you shall make bars of
acacia wood: five for the boards on
one side of the tabernacle,

27“five bars for the boards on the
other side of the tabernacle, and five
bars for the boards of the side of the
tabernacle, for the far side westward.

28“The cmiddle bar shall pass
through the midst of the boards
from end to end.

Overlay of gold
29“You shall overlay the boards

with gold, make their rings of gold
as holders for the bars, and overlay
the bars with gold.

30“And you shall raise up the
tabernacle according to its dpattern
which you were shown on the
mountain.

Veil
31“You shall emake a fveil woven

of blue, purple, and scarlet thread,
and fine woven linen. It shall be wo-
ven with an artistic design of cheru-
bim.

Covering of ram skins
14“You shall also make a covering

of aram skins dyed red for the tent,
and a covering of badger skins
above that.

Boards and sockets
15“And for the tabernacle you

shall bmake the boards of acacia
wood, standing upright.

16“Ten cubits shall be the length
of a board, and a cubit and a half
shall be the width of each board.

17“Two tenons shall be in each
board for binding one to another.
Thus you shall make for all the
boards of the tabernacle.

18“And you shall make the boards
for the tabernacle, twenty boards
for the south side.

19“You shall make forty sockets of
silver under the twenty boards: two
sockets under each of the boards for
its two tenons.

20“And for the second side of the
tabernacle, the north side, there
shall be twenty boards

21“and their forty sockets of sil-
ver: two sockets under each of the
boards.

22“For the far side of the taberna-
cle, westward, you shall make six
boards.

23“And you shall also make two
boards for the two back corners of
the tabernacle.
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26:15 boards. The typical meaning of the boards is
clear as to Christ. Acacia wood, a desert growth, is a fitting
symbol of Christ in His humanity as “a root out of dry
ground” (Is. 53:2). The covering, gold, typifying Deity in
manifestation, speaks of His divine glory. As applied to the
individual believer, the meaning of the boards is less clear.
The connection may be found in John 17:21–23; Eph.
1:4,6; 1 John 4:13. Only as seen in Him could the boards
be taken as representing the believer. So viewed the type is
beautiful. In the world, and yet separated from it by the sil-
ver of redemption (Ex. 30:11–16; 38:25–27; Gal. 1:4) as
the boards of the tabernacle were separated from the earth
by the sockets of silver, and united by the middle bar (v.
28), representing both one life (Gal. 2:20) and one Spirit
(Eph. 4:3), “the whole building, being fitted together, grows
into a holy temple in the Lord” (Eph. 2:21).

26:19 silver. In Bible times, silver was variously used for
money, jewelry, and idols. In the construction of the taber-
nacle God told Moses to collect from every Israelite a re-
demption price in silver of half a shekel (Ex. 30:11–16),
which is described as “atonement money” to be used “to
make atonement for yourselves” (Ex. 30:16). The silver col-

lected in this way was used for the sockets of the sanctuary,
and for the bands and hooks (see Ex. 25:1, note; compare
26:15, note). Thus the tabernacle rested upon silver sockets;
the curtains of the door, the way of access, were suspended
from silver bands and hooks (see Ex. 27:17, note). The silver
paid as atonement money was only a token payment; ulti-
mately, the price of redemption had to be paid by Christ
with the shedding of His own blood (1 Pet. 1:18–19).

26:31 veil. The inner veil, a type of Christ’s human
body (Matt. 26:26; 27:50; Heb. 10:20). This veil, barring
entrance into the Most Holy, was the most expressive sym-
bol of the truth that “by the deeds of the law no flesh will
be justified in His sight” (Rom. 3:20; Heb. 9:8). Torn by an
unseen hand when Christ died (Matt. 27:51), thus giving
instant access to God to all who come by faith in His Son,
it was the end of all legality; the way to God was open. It is
deeply significant that the priests must have replaced the
veil that God had rent, for the temple services went on for
nearly forty years. That substitute veil is Galatianism—the
attempt to put the believer back under law (compare Gal.
1:6–9). Anything but “the grace of Christ” is “a different
gospel,” and under anathema.



32“You shall hang it upon the four
pillars of acacia wood overlaid with
gold. Their hooks shall be gold,
upon four sockets of silver.

33“And you shall hang the veil
from the clasps. Then you shall
bring the ark of the aTestimony in
there, behind the veil. The veil shall
be a divider for you between the
holy place and the Most Holy.

34“You shall put the bmercy seat
upon the ark of the Testimony in
the Most Holy.

35“You shall set the table coutside
the veil, and the lampstand across
from the table on the side of the
tabernacle toward the south; and
you shall put the table on the north
side.

Screen
36“You shall make a screen for the

door of the tabernacle, woven of
blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and
fine woven linen, made by a weaver.

37“And you shall make for the
screen five pillars of acacia wood,
and overlay them with gold; their
hooks shall be gold, and you shall
cast five sockets of bronze for them.

Bronze altar

27“YOU shall dmake an altar of
acacia wood, five cubits long

and five cubits wide—the altar shall
be square—and its height shall be
three ecubits.

2“You shall make its horns on its
four corners; its horns shall be of
one piece with it. And you shall
overlay it with bronze.

3“Also you shall make its pans to
receive its ashes, and its shovels
and its basins and its forks and its
firepans; you shall make all its uten-
sils of bronze.

27:8

f Ex. 26:30

27:9

g vv. 9-19; cp. Ex.
38:9-20

h vv. 11-16,18.
See Weights and
Measures (OT),
2 Chr. 2:10,
note

27:11

i See Num. 21:9,
note

26:33

a Ex. 25:10-16

26:34

b Ex. 25:17-22

26:35

c Ex. 25:23-30

27:1

d vv. 1-8; cp. Ex.
38:1-7

e vv. 11-16,18.
See Weights and
Measures (OT),
2 Chr. 2:10,
note
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4“You shall make a grate for it, a

network of bronze; and on the net-
work you shall make four bronze
rings at its four corners.

5“You shall put it under the rim of
the altar beneath, that the network
may be midway up the altar.

6“And you shall make poles for
the altar, poles of acacia wood, and
overlay them with bronze.

7“The poles shall be put in the
rings, and the poles shall be on the
two sides of the altar to bear it.

8“You shall make it hollow with
boards; as it was shown you on the
mountain, fso shall they make it.

Court of the tabernacle
9“You shall also gmake the court

of the tabernacle. For the south side
there shall be hangings for the court
made of fine woven linen, one hun-
dred hcubits long for one side.

10“And its twenty pillars and
their twenty sockets shall be
bronze. The hooks of the pillars and
their bands shall be silver.

11“Likewise along the length of
the north side there shall be hang-
ings one hundred cubits long, with
its twenty pillars and their twenty
sockets of ibronze, and the hooks of
the pillars and their bands of silver.

12“And along the width of the
court on the west side shall be
hangings of fifty cubits, with their
ten pillars and their ten sockets.

13“The width of the court on the
east side shall be fifty cubits.

14“The hangings on one side of
the gate shall be fifteen cubits, with
their three pillars and their three
sockets.

15“And on the other side shall be
hangings of fifteen cubits, with their
three pillars and their three sockets.

27:1 altar. Bronze altar, a type of the cross upon which
Christ, our whole burnt offering, “offered Himself without
spot to God” (Heb. 9:14). wood. The wood, as a symbol
of Christ’s humanity (see Ex. 26:15, note) and enclosed
here in bronze, must have become completely charred by
the sacrificial fires. Compare Heb. 10:5–7. height. Com-
pare Ex. 25:10. The altar of burnt offering is double the
height of the mercy seat. The atonement more than saves
us; it glorifies God (John 17:4).

27:2 bronze. Compare Num. 21:9; where see note, and
John 3:14 with John 12:31–33, thus fixing the symbolic

meaning of bronze as divine manifestation in judgment.
27:9 fine woven linen. The fine linen commonly typi-

fies personal righteousness (see Ex. 26:1, note), and in the
hangings of the court suggests that measure of righteous-
ness which God demands of any who would, in his own
righteousness, approach Him. Christ, figuratively speaking,
put up the hangings of the court in Luke 10:25–28. The
only way of approach was the “gate of the court” (v. 16,
and note; John 10:9). The hangings of the court exclude
equally the self-righteous man and the open sinner, for the
height was above seven feet (v.18).



outside the veil which is before the
dTestimony, Aaron and his sons shall
tend it from evening until morning
before the LORD. It shall be a estatute
forever to their generations on be-
half of the children of Israel.

The Law: (3) the priesthood

28“NOW take fAaron your
brother, and his sons with

him, from gamong the children of
Israel, that he may minister to Me
as hpriest, Aaron and Aaron’s sons:
iNadab, Abihu, jEleazar, and Itha-
mar.

2“And you shall make holy kgar-
ments for Aaron your brother, for
glory and for beauty.

3“So you shall speak to all who
are gifted artisans, whom I have
filled with the lspirit of wisdom,
that they may make Aaron’s gar-
ments, to consecrate him, that he
may minister to Me as priest.

4“And these are the garments
which they shall make: a breastplate,
an mephod, a nrobe, a skillfully wo-
ven otunic, a mturban, and a psash.

Gate of the court
16“For the gate of the court there

shall be a screen twenty cubits long,
woven of blue, purple, and scarlet
thread, and fine woven linen, made
by a weaver. It shall have four pillars
and four sockets.

17“All the pillars around the court
shall have bands of silver; their
ahooks shall be of silver and their
sockets of bbronze.

18“The length of the court shall
be one hundred cubits, the width
fifty throughout, and the height five
cubits, made of fine woven linen,
and its sockets of bronze.

19“All the utensils of the taberna-
cle for all its service, all its pegs, and
all the pegs of the court, shall be of
bronze.

Oil for the lamp
20“And you shall command the

children of Israel that they bring
you pure coil of pressed olives for
the light, to cause the lamp to burn
continually.

21“In the tabernacle of meeting,

28:1

g Sanctification
(OT): vv. 1-3;
Ex. 29:37. (Gen.
2:3; Zech. 8:3,
note)

h Ps. 99:6; Heb.
5:4

i Ex. 24:1,9; Lev.
10:1

j Ex. 6:23; Lev.
10:6,16

28:2

k See Ex. 29:5,
note

28:3

l Holy Spirit (OT):
v. 3; Ex. 31:3.
(Gen. 1:2; Zech.
12:10, note)

28:4

m See Ex. 29:5,
note

n Ex. 28:31-34

o Ex. 28:39-40

p Lev. 8:7

27:17

a Ex. 38:19

b See Num. 21:9,
note

27:20

c Ex. 35:8,28;
Lev. 24:1-4

27:21

d Ex. 16:34;
25:16; 30:6,36

e Ex. 12:14-17;
29:42

28:1

f Num. 3:10
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27:16 gate of the court. In the hangings of the court
(see v. 9, note), representing that practical righteousness
which God demands in the law and which, therefore, ex-
cludes all men (Rom. 3:19–20; 10:3–5), there are no col-
ors. But the “gate” is Christ (John 10:9), and so the colors
reappear, as in the veil (Ex. 26:31).

27:17 pillars. The bands and hooks upholding the linen
hangings were of silver (see 26:19, note), for it is in virtue
of Christ’s redemptive work that He is our way of access,
and not by virtue of His righteous life (symbolized by the
fine linen); but the pillars of the court rested upon bronze
sockets, not silver as in the case of the boards; and bronze
symbolizes divine manifestation in judgment (v. 2; see

Num. 21:9, note). Redemption not only displays God’s
mercy but vindicates His righteousness in showing that
mercy (Rom. 3:21–26).

28:1 Aaron. Aaron and his sons typify Christ and be-
lievers of the Church age. Aaron is a type of Christ as our
High Priest. Christ is a priest after the order of Melchizedek
(Heb. 7) but He executes His priestly office after the pattern
of Aaron (Heb. 9). See Gen. 14:18–20 (see v. 18, note).
Aaron’s sons are a type of believer-priests of the Church
age (Rev. 1:6; compare 1 Pet. 2:9, where see note).

Aaron: light. Moses’ brother who helped Moses speak
in the presence of Pharaoh. He became the first high
priest of Israel.

27:20 OLIVE OIL FOR THE LAMPS

Oil is a symbol of the Holy Spirit (compare Zech. 4:2–6 [v. 2, note] and John 3:34 with Heb. 1:9. See Acts 2:4, note).
In Christ the oil-fed light ever burns, the Light of the world (John 8:12). But here there is not the world but the sanctu-
ary. It is a question not of testimony in and to the world, but of our communion and worship as believer-priests in the
Holiest (Heb. 10:19–20). In the tabernacle there were two compartments, two lights: (1) the holy place with the lamp-
stand (see Ex. 25:31, note); and (2) the Most Holy with the Shekinah, or manifested glory of God. These two places are
now one (Matt. 27:50–51; Heb. 9:6–8; 10:19–22), but it is important to see that there are still two lights: (1) Christ, the
Light of life (John 1:4), through the Spirit giving light upon the holy things of God, the showbread and altar of incense;
and (2) the Shekinah, now, on the face of Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 4:6). Into this twofold light we, as believer-priests, are
brought (1 Pet. 2:9). We “walk in the light,” not merely which He gives but in which He lives (1 John 1:7). But what
of the command here to bring pure oil? It is because our access, apprehension, communion, and transformation are
by the Spirit (Eph. 2:18; compare 1 Cor. 2:14–15; 2 Cor. 3:18; 13:14; Phil. 2:1). Our title to His presence is the blood
(Eph. 2:13), but only as we are filled with the Spirit (Eph. 5:18) do we really walk in the light.



So they shall make holy garments for
Aaron your brother and his sons,
that he may minister to Me as priest.

5“They shall atake the gold, blue,
purple, and scarlet thread, and the
fine linen,

The ephod
6“and they shall bmake the ephod

of gold, blue, purple, and scarlet
thread, and fine woven linen, artis-
tically worked.

7“It shall have two shoulder
straps joined at its two edges, and
so it shall be joined together.

8“And the intricately woven band
of the ephod, which is on it, shall
be of the same workmanship, made
of gold, blue, purple, and scarlet
thread, and fine woven linen.

9“Then you shall take two onyx
cstones and engrave on them the
names of the sons of Israel:

10“six of their names on one

28:10

d Gen. 29:31;
30:13,16-24;
35:16-18

28:11

e Ex. 35:35

28:12

f Ex. 28:29-30

28:15

g vv. 15-28, cp.
Ex. 39:8-21

28:5

a See Ex. 26:1,
note

28:6

b vv. 6-14, cp. Ex.
39:2-7

28:9

c Ex. 35:27
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stone and six names on the other
stone, in order of their dbirth.

11“With the work of an eengraver
in stone, like the engravings of a
signet, you shall engrave the two
stones with the names of the sons
of Israel. You shall set them in set-
tings of gold.

12“And you shall put the two
stones on the shoulders of the
ephod as memorial stones for the
sons of Israel. So Aaron shall fbear
their names before the LORD on his
two shoulders as a memorial.

13“You shall also make settings of
gold,

14“and you shall make two chains
of pure gold like braided cords, and
fasten the braided chains to the set-
tings.

The breastplate
15“You shall gmake the breast-

plate of judgment. Artistically wo-
ven according to the workmanship

28:12 shoulders. That is, the place of strength. Is. 9:6; Luke 15:4–5.

The Tabernacle and Its Furnishings
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Burnt Offering

Bronze
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5 cubits/7.5 feet square
3 cubits/4.5 feet high

Ark of the Testimony
2.5 cubits/3.75 feet long
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Altar of Incense
1 cubit/1.5 feet square

2 cubits/3 feet high Table of 
Showbread
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Most
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100 cubits/150 feet
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the ephod toward its front, right at
the seam above the intricately wo-
ven band of the ephod.

28“They shall bind the breastplate
by means of its rings to the rings of
the ephod, using a blue cord, so that
it is above the intricately woven
band of the ephod, and so that the
breastplate does not come loose
from the ephod.

29“So Aaron shall bbear the
names of the sons of Israel on the
breastplate of judgment over his
heart, when he goes into the holy
place, as a memorial before the
LORD continually.

Urim and Thummim
30“And you shall put in the

breastplate of judgment the Urim
and the Thummim, and they shall
be over Aaron’s heart when he goes
in before the LORD. So Aaron shall
bear the judgment of the children of
Israel over his heart before the LORD
continually.

Robe of the ephod
31“You shall cmake the drobe of

the ephod all of blue.
32“There shall be an opening for

his head in the middle of it; it shall
have a woven binding all around its
opening, like the opening in a coat
of mail, so that it does not tear.

33“And upon its hem you shall
make pomegranates of blue, purple,
and scarlet, all around its hem, and
bells of gold between them all
around:

34“a golden bell and a pomegran-
ate, a golden bell and a pomegran-
ate, upon the hem of the robe all
around.

35“And it shall be upon Aaron
when he ministers, and its sound
will be heard when he goes into the
holy place before the LORD and
when he comes out, that he may
not die.

of the ephod you shall make it: of
gold, blue, purple, and scarlet
thread, and fine woven linen, you
shall make it.

16“It shall be doubled into a
square: a aspan shall be its length,
and a span shall be its width.

17“And you shall put settings of
stones in it, four rows of stones: The
first row shall be a sardius, a topaz,
and an emerald; this shall be the
first row;

18“the second row shall be a
turquoise, a sapphire, and a dia-
mond;

19“the third row, a jacinth, an
agate, and an amethyst;

20“and the fourth row, a beryl, an
onyx, and a jasper. They shall be set
in gold settings.

21“And the stones shall have the
names of the sons of Israel, twelve
according to their names, like the
engravings of a signet, each one
with its own name; they shall be ac-
cording to the twelve tribes.

22“You shall make chains for the
breastplate at the end, like braided
cords of pure gold.

23“And you shall make two rings
of gold for the breastplate, and put
the two rings on the two ends of the
breastplate.

24“Then you shall put the two
braided chains of gold in the two
rings which are on the ends of the
breastplate;

25“and the other two ends of the
two braided chains you shall fasten
to the two settings, and put them
on the shoulder straps of the ephod
in the front.

26“You shall make two rings of
gold, and put them on the two ends
of the breastplate, on the edge of it,
which is on the inner side of the
ephod.

27“And two other rings of gold
you shall make, and put them on
the two shoulder straps, underneath

28:29

b Ex. 28:12

28:31

c vv. 15-28, cp.
Ex. 39:22-26

d See Ex. 29:5,
note

28:16

a See Weights and
Measures (OT),
2 Chr. 2:10,
note
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28:29 heart. That is, the place of affection. Compare
vv. 9–12.

28:30 Urim and the Thummim. Urim and Thummim
mean lights and perfections. Some make these to be simply
a collective name for the stones of the breastplate, so that
the total effect of the twelve stones is to manifest the lights
and the perfections of Him who is the antitype of the Aar-

onic high priest. Compare Lev. 8:8. It would seem to be
conclusive that the Urim and the Thummim are additional
to the stones of the breastplate. In use the Urim and the
Thummim were connected, in some way not clearly ex-
pressed, with the ascertainment of the divine will in partic-
ular cases (Num. 27:21; Deut. 33:8; 1 Sam. 28:6; Ezra
2:63).



The holy turban
36“You shall also amake a plate of

pure gold and engrave on it, like the
engraving of a signet:

HOLINESS TO THE LORD.
37“And you shall put it on a blue

cord, that it may be on the turban; it
shall be on the front of the turban.

38“So it shall be on Aaron’s fore-
head, that Aaron may bear the iniq-
uity of the holy things which the
children of Israel hallow in all their
holy gifts; and it shall always be on
his forehead, that they may be ac-
cepted before the LORD.

Priestly garments
39“You shall skillfully bweave the

tunic of fine linen thread, you shall
make the turban of fine linen, and
you shall make the sash of woven
work.

40“For Aaron’s sons you shall
make tunics, and you shall make
sashes for them. And you shall make
hats for them, for glory and cbeauty.

41“So you shall put them on Aaron
your brother and on his dsons with
him. You shall anoint them, conse-
crate them, and esanctify them, that
they may minister to Me as priests.

42“And you shall make for them
linen ftrousers to cover their naked-
ness; they shall reach from the
waist to the thighs.

43“They shall be on Aaron and on
his sons when they come into the
tabernacle of meeting, or when they
gcome near the altar to minister in
the holy place, that they do not in-
cur iniquity and die. It shall be a
statute forever to him and his de-
scendants after him.

Consecration of priests

29“AND this is what you shall
do to them to hallow them

for ministering to Me as priests:
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h Cp. Heb. 7:26-
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i See Lev. 1:3,
note
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j Leaven: vv.
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note)

k Lev. 6:19-23
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hTake one young ibull and two rams
without blemish,

2“and junleavened kbread, un-
leavened lcakes mixed with oil, and
unleavened wafers anointed with
oil (you shall make them of wheat
flour).

3“You shall put them in one bas-
ket and bring them in the basket,
with the bull and the two rams.

4“And Aaron and his sons you
shall bring to the door of the taber-
nacle of meeting, and you shall
mwash them with water.

5“Then you shall take the gar-
ments, put the tunic on Aaron, and
the robe of the ephod, the ephod,
and the breastplate, and gird him
with the intricately woven band of
the ephod.

6“You shall put the turban on his
head, and put the holy crown on
the turban.

7“And you shall take the anoint-
ing noil, pour it on his head, and
anoint him.

8“Then you shall bring his osons
and put tunics on them.

9“And you shall gird them with
sashes, Aaron and his sons, and put
the hats on them. The priesthood
shall be theirs for a perpetual
pstatute. So you shall qconsecrate
Aaron and his sons.

Sacrifices of consecration
10“You shall also have the bull

brought before the tabernacle of
meeting, and Aaron and his sons
shall rput their hands on the head of
the bull.

11“Then you shall kill the bull be-
fore the LORD, by the door of the
tabernacle of meeting.

12“You shall take some of the
blood of the bull and put it on the
horns of the altar with your finger,
and spour all the blood beside the
base of the altar.

28:38 bear the iniquity. That is, be responsible for
every neglect or offense respecting “the holy things.”

29:4 Aaron. Aaron shares in the washing (that is, sym-
bol of regeneration, Titus 3:5; John 3:5–6): (1) as needing
it, being in this in contrast with Christ (Heb. 7:26–28); and
(2) to typify Christ’s action, who received the baptism of
John, not as needing it but as thus identifying Himself with
sinners, and as fulfilling the Aaronic type. As in Aaron’s

case, His anointing followed the washing (vv. 4,7; Matt.
3:14–16).

29:4 wash. Distinguish this washing from the use of the
laver (Ex. 30:18–21). The washing here typifies regenera-
tion (Titus 3:5); the laver, daily cleansing (1 John 1:9). See
both in John 13:10.

29:9 gird them with sashes. A symbol of service. Luke
12:37; 17:8; John 13:4; Rev. 1:13.



and on the tip of the right ear of his
sons, on the thumb of their right
hand and on the big toe of their
right foot, and sprinkle the blood all
around on the altar.

21“And you shall take some of the
blood that is on the altar, and some
of the anointing oil, and esprinkle it
on Aaron and on his garments, on
his sons and on the garments of his
sons with him; and he and his gar-
ments shall be fhallowed, and his
sons and his sons’ garments with
him.

22“Also you shall take the fat of
the ram, the fat tail, the fat that cov-
ers the entrails, the fatty lobe at-
tached to the liver, the two kidneys
and the fat on them, the right thigh
(for it is a ram of consecration),

23“one loaf of bread, one cake
made with oil, and one wafer from
the basket of the unleavened bread
that is before the LORD;

24“and you shall put all these in
the ghands of Aaron and in the
hands of his sons, and you shall
wave them as a wave offering be-
fore the LORD.

13“And you shall take all the afat
that covers the entrails, the fatty
lobe attached to the liver, and the
two kidneys and the fat that is on
them, and burn them on the altar.

14“But the flesh of the bull, with
its skin and its offal, you shall burn
with fire boutside the camp. It is a
sin offering.

15“You shall also take one ram,
and Aaron and his sons shall put
their hands on the head of the ram;

16“and you shall kill the ram, and
you shall take its blood and csprin-
kle it all around on the altar.

17“Then you shall cut the ram in
pieces, wash its entrails and its legs,
and put them with its pieces and
with its head.

18“And you shall burn the whole
ram on the altar. It is a dburnt offer-
ing to the LORD; it is a sweet aroma,
an offering made by fire to the LORD.

19“You shall also take the other
ram, and Aaron and his sons shall put
their hands on the head of the ram.

20“Then you shall kill the ram,
and take some of its blood and put it
on the tip of the right ear of Aaron
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f Ex. 28:41
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29:5 THE HIGH PRIEST’S GARMENTS

The high priest’s garments were put on in reverse order of the instructions for making them:
(1) The tunic (Ex. 28:39), an oriental long garment worn next to the person, made of fine linen (see Ex. 27:9, note).
(2) The robe of the ephod (Ex. 28:31–35), a long seamless garment of blue linen with an opening for the head, worn

over the tunic. Pomegranates, symbol of fruitfulness, were embroidered on the skirt of the robe in blue, purple, and
scarlet, alternated with golden bells, a symbol of testimony, which gave a sound as the high priest went in and out of
the sanctuary. The robe was secured by an embroidered sash.

(3) The ephod (Ex. 28:6–30; 39:1–21; Lev. 8:7–8), a short outer garment. It was “of gold, blue, purple, and scarlet
thread, and and fine woven linen” (Ex. 28:6). It consisted of two pieces, front and back, united by two shoulder straps
and by a band about the bottom. Two onyx stones, set in gold and engraved with the names of the twelve tribes of
Israel, were on the shoulders (Ex. 28:7,12,27).

(4) The breastplate, fastened by golden chains to the shoulder pieces of the ephod. It was composed of a square
pouch that held the Urim and the Thummim, and an oblong gold setting containing twelve precious stones (four rows,
three stones in each row) upon which were engraved the names of the tribes of Israel, one on each stone (Ex.
28:15–21,29–30). As the Urim and the Thummim were in certain cases connected in some way with discovering the
will of God (see Ex. 28:30, note), so the ephod, with its attachments, was apparently employed for the same purpose
(1 Sam. 23:9–12; 30:7–8).

Although they would hardly have been precisely like the high priest’s ephod, it is recorded that linen ephods were
worn by Samuel (1 Sam. 2:18), the priests at Nob (1 Sam. 22:18), and David (2 Sam. 6:14).

Our Lord, as our great High Priest (Heb. 3:1; 5:10; 7:26; 9:11), now represents us before God (Rom. 8:33–34; Heb.
7:25; 9:24; 1 John 2:1–2; compare Is. 49:16), bearing our names before Him as the high priest of old carried the
names of the tribes of Israel upon his shoulders and on the breastplate.

(5) The turban of fine linen (Ex. 28:37) to cover the head, bearing upon the front a gold plate engraved: HOLINESS
TO THE LORD (v. 36).

(6) Linen trousers, “from the waist to the thighs” (Ex. 28:42). The tunic and trousers were made for the priests also,
and were the ordinary garments of high priest and priests as distinguished from other garments, which were “for glo-
ry and for beauty” (Ex. 28:2).



25“You shall receive them back
from their hands and burn them on
the altar as a burnt offering, as a
sweet aroma before the LORD. It is
an offering made by fire to the LORD.

Food of the priests
26“Then you shall take the breast

of the ram of Aaron’s consecration
and wave it as a wave offering be-
fore the LORD; and it shall be your
aportion.

27“And from the ram of the con-
secration you shall consecrate the
breast of the wave offering which is
waved, and the thigh of the heave
offering which is raised, of that
which is for Aaron and of that
which is for his sons.

28“It shall be from the children of
Israel for Aaron and his sons by a
statute forever. For it is a heave offer-
ing; it shall be a heave offering from
the children of Israel from the sacri-
fices of their bpeace offerings, that is,
their heave offering to the LORD.

29“And the choly garments of Aar-
on shall dbe his sons’ after him, to
be eanointed in them and to be con-
secrated in them.

30“That son who becomes priest
in his place shall put them on for
seven days, when he enters the
tabernacle of meeting to minister in
the holy place.

31“And you shall take the ram of
the consecration and boil its flesh in
the holy place.

32“Then Aaron and his sons shall
eat the flesh of the ram, and the
bread that is in the basket, by the
door of the tabernacle of meeting.

33“They shall eat those things
with which the atonement was
made, to consecrate and to sanctify
them; but an foutsider shall not eat
them, because they are holy.

34“And if any of the flesh of the
consecration offerings, or of the
bread, remains until the morning,
then you shall burn the gremainder
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with fire. It shall not be eaten, be-
cause it is holy.

35“Thus you shall do to Aaron and
his sons, according to all that I have
commanded you. Seven days you
shall consecrate them.

36“And you shall offer a bull every
day as a sin offering for hatonement.
You shall cleanse the altar when you
make atonement for it, and you
shall ianoint it to jsanctify it.

37“Seven days you shall make
atonement for the altar and ksancti-
fy it. And the altar shall be most
holy. Whatever touches the altar
must be holy.*

The continual burnt offering
38“Now this is what you shall of-

fer on the altar: two lambs of the
first year, day by day lcontinually.

39“One lamb you shall offer in the
morning, and the other lamb you
shall offer at twilight.

40“With the one lamb shall be
one-tenth of an ephah of flour
mixed with one-fourth of a mhin of
pressed oil, and one-fourth of a hin
of wine as a drink offering.

41“And the other lamb you shall
offer at twilight; and you shall offer
with it the grain offering and the
drink offering, as in the morning,
for a sweet aroma, an offering made
by fire to the LORD.

42“This shall be a continual burnt
offering throughout your genera-
tions at the door of the tabernacle of
meeting before the LORD, where I
will nmeet you to speak with you.

43“And there I will meet with the
children of Israel, and the taberna-
cle shall be sanctified by My oglory.

44“So I will consecrate the taber-
nacle of meeting and the altar. I will
also consecrate both Aaron and his
sons to minister to Me as priests.

45“I will pdwell among the chil-
dren of Israel and will qbe their God.
*29:37 Compare Numbers 4:15 and Haggai 
2:11-13

29:33 atonement. Hebrew kaphar, to propitiate, to
atone for sin. According to Scripture the sacrifice of the
law only covered the offerer’s sin and secured the divine
forgiveness. The OT sacrifices never removed man’s sin; it
was “not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could
take away sins” (Heb. 10:4). The Israelite’s offering implied

confession of sin and recognized its due penalty as death;
and God passed over his sin in anticipation of Christ’s sac-
rifice which did, finally, put away those “sins that were
previously committed” [in OT times] (Heb. 9:15,26; Rom.
3:25, note). See Gen. 4:4; with marginal ref., Sacrifice, and
Lev. 16:6, note.



grain offering; nor shall you pour a
drink offering on it.

10“And Aaron shall make hatone-
ment upon its horns once a year
with the blood of the sin offering of
iatonement; once a year he shall
make atonement upon it throughout
your generations. It is most holy to
the LORD.”

Who may worship? (1) the redeemed
(Ex. 15:1–21; Ps. 107:1–2)

11Then the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying:

12“When you take the jcensus of
the children of Israel for their num-
ber, then every man shall give a ran-
som for himself to the LORD, when
you number them, that there may
be no kplague among them when
you lnumber them.

13“This is what everyone among
those who are numbered shall give:
half a shekel according to the shekel
of the sanctuary (a shekel is twenty
mgerahs). The half-shekel shall be
an offering to the LORD.

14“Everyone included among
those who are numbered, from
twenty years old and above, shall
give an offering to the LORD.

15“The rich shall not ngive more
and the poor shall not give less than
half a shekel, when you give an of-
fering to the LORD, to make atone-
ment for yourselves.

16“And you shall take the atone-
ment money of the children of Isra-

46“And they shall aknow that I
am the LORD their God, who
bbrought them up out of the land of
Egypt, that I may dwell among
them. I am the LORD their God.

The Law: (4) the tabernacle:
its use; altar of incense

30“YOU shall cmake an altar to
burn incense on; you shall

make it of acacia wood.
2“A dcubit shall be its length and

a cubit its width—it shall be
square—and two cubits shall be its
height. Its horns shall be of one
piece with it.

3“And you shall overlay its top, its
sides all around, and its horns with
pure gold; and you shall make for it
a molding of gold all around.

4“Two gold rings you shall make
for it, under the molding on both its
sides. You shall place them on its
two sides, and they will be holders
for the poles with which to bear it.

5“You shall make the poles of aca-
cia wood, and overlay them with
gold.

6“And you shall put it before the
eveil that is before the fark of the
Testimony, before the mercy seat
that is over the Testimony, where I
will meet with you.

7“Aaron shall burn on it sweet in-
cense every morning; when he
tends the glamps, he shall burn in-
cense on it.

8“And when Aaron lights the
lamps at twilight, he shall burn in-
cense on it, a perpetual incense be-
fore the LORD throughout your gen-
erations.

9“You shall not offer strange in-
cense on it, or a burnt offering, or a
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30:1 an altar to burn incense. Altar of incense, a type
of Christ our Intercessor (John 17:1–26; Heb. 7:25) through
whom our prayers and praises ascend to God, and of the
believer-priest’s sacrifice of praise and worship (Heb.
13:15; Rev. 8:3–4).

30:9 strange incense. Compare Lev. 10:1–3. Two pro-
hibitions are given concerning worship: (1) No “strange”
incense is to be offered. This speaks of simulated or purely
formal worship. And (2) no “profane” fire is permitted. This
may refer to the substitution for devotion to the LORD of any
other devotion, as to religious causes or sects. Compare
1 Cor. 1:11–13; Col. 2:8,16–19. See Ex. 30:38, note.

30:13 shekel. That is, silver. See Ex. 26:19, note.

30:13 COINAGE IN THE 
OLD TESTAMENT

The shekel here is a piece of silver, not a coin. Minted
coins before 700 B.C. have not been found in Bible
lands. Financial transactions were carried on by a sys-
tem of barter using cattle, grain, spices, and precious
metal as a means of exchange. The Hebrews did not use
coins until about 500 B.C. (compare Ezra 1:4). Mention
of shekels and talents in earlier Hebrew history refers to
weights, not coins (compare Gen. 23:15–16; Ex. 21:32;
1 Chr. 21:25). The exact worth of gold and silver is dif-
ficult to ascertain because of the fluctuation in purchas-
ing power in different periods. Coins, except for the Per-
sian drachma (dram), differed in weight and varied in
value from light to heavy coins, light coins being half
the value of heavy ones, though designated by the same
name. For Coinage (NT) see Matt. 5:26, note.



el, and shall aappoint it for the ser-
vice of the tabernacle of meeting,
that it may be a memorial for the
children of Israel before the LORD,
to make atonement for yourselves.”

Who may worship? (2) the cleansed
(John 13:3–10; Heb. 10:22;

1 John 1:9)
17Then the LORD spoke to Moses,

saying:
18“You shall also make a blaver of

bronze, with its base also of bronze,
for washing. You shall put it be-
tween the tabernacle of meeting
and the altar. And you shall put wa-
ter in it,

19“for Aaron and his sons shall
cwash their hands and their feet in
water from it.

20“When they go into the taber-
nacle of meeting, or when they
come near the altar to minister, to
burn an offering made by fire to the
LORD, they shall wash with water,
lest they die.

21“So they shall wash their hands
and their feet, lest they die. And it
shall be a statute forever to them—
to him and his descendants through-
out their generations.”

Who may worship? (3) the anointed
(John 4:23; Eph. 2:18; 5:18–19)

22Moreover the LORD spoke to
Moses, saying:

23“Also take for yourself quality
spices—five hundred shekels of liq-
uid dmyrrh, half as much sweet-
smelling cinnamon (two hundred
and fifty shekels), two hundred and
fifty shekels of sweet-smelling cane,

24“five hundred shekels of ecas-
sia, according to the shekel of the
sanctuary, and a hin of olive oil.

25“And you shall make from these
a holy anointing oil, an ointment
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compounded according to the art of
the perfumer. It shall be a holy
fanointing oil.

26“With it you shall ganoint the
tabernacle of meeting and the ark of
the Testimony;

27“the table and all its utensils,
the lampstand and its utensils, and
the altar of incense;

28“the altar of burnt offering with
all its utensils, and the laver and its
base.

29“You shall consecrate them,
that they may be most holy; what-
ever touches them must be holy.*

30“And you shall anoint Aaron
and his sons, and hconsecrate them,
that they may minister to Me as
priests.

31“And you shall speak to the
children of Israel, saying: ‘This shall
be a holy anointing oil to Me
throughout your generations.

32‘It shall not be poured on man’s
flesh; nor shall you make any other
like it, according to its composition.
It is holy, and it shall be holy to
you.

33‘Whoever compounds any like
it, or whoever puts any of it on an
outsider, shall be cut off from his
people.’ ”

Incense: type of prayer and praise
34And the LORD said to Moses:

“Take sweet spices, stacte and ony-
cha and galbanum, and pure frankin-
cense with these sweet spices; there
shall be equal amounts of each.

35“You shall make of these an in-
cense, a compound according to the
art of the perfumer, salted, pure,
and holy.

36“And you shall beat some of it
very fine, and put some of it before
the Testimony in the tabernacle of
*30:29 Compare Numbers 4:15 and Haggai 2:11-13

30:18 laver. Laver, a type of Christ’s cleansing us from
defilement and from every “spot or wrinkle or any such
thing” (Eph. 5:25–27; compare John 13:2–10). It is signifi-
cant that the priests could not enter the holy place after
serving at the bronze altar until their hands and feet were
cleansed.

30:31 oil. Anointing oil, a type of the Holy Spirit for
service (Acts 1:8). See Ex. 27:20, note.

30:34 stacte. Gum of the storax tree; sweet spice.

onycha. Lid of a shell mollusc, which gave forth perfume
when burned. galbanum. Gum from the milky sap of the
Syrian fennel, fragrant spice. frankincense. Fragrant
gum, white in color, of a tree in S. Arabia. Frankincense
is not to be confused with incense (to which it was to be
added), as it is often used apart from incense. It is told
what composed the incense, but never in Scripture what
the frankincense was. All speak of Christ—the sweet
spices of those perfections which we may apprehend, the
frankincense of that which God saw in Jesus as ineffable.



According to all that I have com-
manded you they shall do.”

The Sabbath a sign between
the LORD and Israel

12And the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying,

13“Speak also to the children of Is-
rael, saying: ‘Surely My dSabbaths
you shall keep, for it is a esign be-
tween Me and you throughout your
generations, that you may know that
I am the LORD who fsanctifies you.

14‘You shall keep the Sabbath,
therefore, for it is holy to you. Every-
one who profanes it shall surely be
put to gdeath; for whoever does any
work on it, that person shall be cut
off from among his people.

15‘Work shall be done for six
days, but the seventh is the Sabbath
of rest, holy to the LORD. Whoever
does any work on the Sabbath day,
he shall surely be put to death.

16‘Therefore the children of Israel
shall keep the Sabbath, to observe
the Sabbath throughout their gener-
ations as a perpetual covenant.

17‘It is a sign between Me and the
children of Israel forever; for in six
days the LORD made the heavens and
the earth, and on the seventh day
He hrested and was refreshed.’ ”

18And when He had made an end
of speaking with him on Mount Si-
nai, He gave Moses two tablets of
the iTestimony, j tablets of stone,
kwritten with the lfinger of God.

The broken law: the golden calf

32NOW when the people saw
that Moses mdelayed coming

down from the mountain, the peo-
ple ngathered together to Aaron,
and said to him, “Come, omake us
gods that shall go before us; for as
for this Moses, the man who

meeting where I will meet with
you. It shall be most holy to you.

37“But as for the incense which
you shall make, you shall not make
any for yourselves, according to its
composition. It shall be to you holy
for the LORD.

38“Whoever makes any like it, to
smell it, he shall be cut off from his
people.”

Spirit-filled craftsmen

31THEN the LORD aspoke to
Moses, saying:

2“See, I have called by name Bez-
alel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of
the tribe of Judah.

3“And I have filled him with the
bSpirit of God, in cwisdom, in un-
derstanding, in knowledge, and in
all manner of workmanship,

4“to design artistic works, to
work in gold, in silver, in bronze,

5“in cutting jewels for setting, in
carving wood, and to work in all
manner of workmanship.

6“And I, indeed I, have appointed
with him Aholiab the son of Ahisa-
mach, of the tribe of Dan; and I have
put wisdom in the hearts of all the
gifted artisans, that they may make
all that I have commanded you:

7“the tabernacle of meeting, the
ark of the Testimony and the mercy
seat that is on it, and all the furni-
ture of the tabernacle—

8“the table and its utensils, the
pure gold lampstand with all its
utensils, the altar of incense,

9“the altar of burnt offering with
all its utensils, and the laver and its
base—

10“the garments of ministry,* the
holy garments for Aaron the priest
and the garments of his sons, to
minister as priests,

11“and the anointing oil and
sweet incense for the holy place.

31:13

d Sabbath: vv. 13-
16; Ex. 35:2.
(Gen. 2:3; Matt.
12:1, note)

e Ezek. 20:12,20

f Lev. 20:8

31:14

g Cp. Num.
15:32-36

31:17

h Gen. 2:2-3

31:18

i See Ex. 20:1,
notes

j Law (of Moses):
v. 18; Ex. 34:18.
(Ex. 19:1; Gal.
3:24, note)

k Ex. 24:12;
32:15-16

l Cp. John 8:6

32:1

m Ex. 24:18; Deut.
9:11-12

n Ex. 17:1-3

o Acts 7:40

31:1

a vv. 1-11, cp. Ex.
35:30-35

31:3

b Holy Spirit (OT):
v. 3; Ex. 35:31.
(Gen. 1:2; Zech.
12:10, note)

c Ex. 28:3

134 EXODUS 30:37—32:1

*31:10 Or woven garments

30:38 to smell it. What is condemned here is making
worship a mere pleasure to the natural man. Compare John
4:23–24.

Bezalel: in the shadow of God. The son of Uri from
the tribe of Judah. An artist who was filled with God’s
Spirit to work on the tabernacle.

31:3 workmanship. This unique ability of Bezalel, giv-
en by the Spirit, included not only manual skill but also the

intellectual wisdom and understanding essential to all art.
Artistic talent of every kind is a divine gift (James 1:17).
The God who by His Spirit “adorned the heavens” (Job
26:13) also created man with aesthetic faculties which, like
all the human faculties, were corrupted in the fall.

Aholiab: father’s tent. The son of Ahisamach from the
tribe of Dan. An artist who was inspired by God to
work on the tabernacle.



abrought us up out of the land of
Egypt, we do not know what has be-
come of him.”

2And Aaron said to them, “Break
off the golden bearrings which are
in the ears of your wives, your sons,
and your daughters, and bring them
to me.”

3So all the people broke off the
golden earrings which were in their
ears, and brought them to Aaron.

4And he received the gold from
their hand, and he fashioned it with
an engraving tool, and made a mold-
ed ccalf. Then they said, “This is
your dgod, O Israel, that ebrought
you out of the land of Egypt!”

5So when Aaron saw it, he built
an altar before it. And Aaron made a
proclamation and said, “Tomorrow
is a feast to the LORD.”

6Then they rose early on the next
day, offered burnt offerings, and
brought peace offerings; and the
people sat down to eat and drink,
and rose up to fplay.

The LORD condemns Israel’s apostasy
7gAnd the LORD said to Moses,

“Go, get down! For hyour people
whom you brought out of the land
of Egypt have corrupted themselves.

8“They have turned aside quickly
out of the way which I commanded
them. They have made themselves
a molded calf, and worshiped it and
sacrificed to it, and said, ‘This is
your god, O Israel, that brought you
out of the land of Egypt!’ ”

9And the LORD said to Moses, “I
have seen this people, and indeed it
is a istiff-necked people!

10“Now therefore, let Me alone,
that My wrath may burn hot against
them and I may consume them. And
I will make of you a great nation.”

Moses’ advocacy
11Then Moses pleaded with the

LORD his God, and jsaid: “LORD, why
does Your wrath burn hot against
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Your people whom You have brought
out of the land of Egypt with great
power and with a mighty hand?

12“Why should the Egyptians
speak, and say, ‘He brought them out
to harm them, to kill them in the
mountains, and to consume them
from the face of the earth’? Turn
from Your fierce wrath, and krelent
from this harm to Your people.

13“Remember Abraham, Isaac,
and Israel, Your servants, to whom
You swore by Your own self, and
said to them, ‘I will multiply your
descendants as the stars of heaven;
and all this land that I have spoken
of I give to your descendants, and
they shall inherit it forever.’ ”*

14So the LORD relented from the
harm which He said He would do to
His people.

Disciplinary judgment
15And Moses turned and went

down from the mountain, and the
two tablets of the Testimony were
in his hand. The tablets were writ-
ten on both sides; on the one side
and on the other they were written.

16Now the ltablets were the work
of God, and the mwriting was the
writing of God engraved on the
tablets.

17And when Joshua heard the
noise of the people as they shouted,
he said to Moses, “There is a noise
of war in the camp.”

18But he said:

“ It is not the noise of the shout
of victory,

Nor the noise of the cry of
defeat,

But the sound of singing I hear.”
19So it was, as soon as he came

near the camp, that he saw the calf
and the dancing. So Moses’ anger
became hot, and he ncast the tablets
out of his hands and broke them at
the foot of the mountain.
*32:13 Genesis 13:15 and 22:17

32:10 God was testing Moses by offering to replace Is-
rael with a new nation descending from Moses. Theologi-
cally, a test of this kind must be considered in the light of
the sovereign will of God that underlies all human deci-
sion. For Moses this test was real, even though the pro-
posed destruction of Israel was not in God’s plan, as shown

by the Abrahamic Covenant and such promises as Gen.
49:10 to Judah. Likewise Christ in the Gospels offered
Himself as King to Israel even though His rejection and His
death on the cross, according to “the determined purpose
and foreknowledge of God” (Acts 2:23), had to precede
the glorious kingdom.



LORD and said, “Oh, these people
have committed a great sin, and
have made for themselves a god of
ggold!

32“Yet now, if You will forgive
their sin—but if not, I pray, blot me
out of Your hbook which You have
written.”

33And the LORD said to Moses,
i“Whoever has sinned against Me, I
will jblot him out of My book.

34“Now therefore, go, lead the
people to the place of which I have
kspoken to you. Behold, My lAngel
shall go before you. Nevertheless, in
the day when I visit for punish-
ment, I will mvisit punishment upon
them for their sin.”

35So the LORD plagued the people
because of what they did with the
calf which Aaron made.

Moses ordered to resume journey

33THEN the LORD said to Mo-
ses, “Depart and go up from

here, you and the people whom you
nhave brought out of the land of
Egypt, to the land of which I oswore
to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying,
‘To your descendants I will give it.’

2“And I will send My pAngel be-
fore you, and I will qdrive out the
Canaanite and the Amorite and the
rHittite and the Perizzite and the
Hivite and the Jebusite.

3“Go up to a land flowing with
milk and honey; for I will not go up
in your midst, lest I consume you
on the way, for you are a sstiff-
necked people.”

4And when the people heard this
bad news, they mourned, and no
one put on his ornaments.

5For the LORD had said to Moses,
“Say to the children of Israel, ‘You
are a stiff-necked people. I could
come up into your midst in one mo-
ment and consume you. Now there-
fore, take off your ornaments, that I
may know what to do to you.’ ”

6So the children of Israel stripped
themselves of their ornaments by
Mount Horeb.

The tabernacle of meeting outside
the camp

7Moses took his tent and pitched
it outside the camp, far from the

20Then he took the calf which
they had made, burned it in the fire,
and ground it to powder; and he
scattered it on the water and made
the children of Israel adrink it.

21And Moses said to Aaron,
“What did this people do to you that
you have brought so great a sin
upon them?”

22So Aaron said, “Do not let the
anger of my lord become hot. You
know the people, that they are bset
on evil.

23“For they said to me, ‘Make us
gods that shall go before us; as for
this Moses, the man who brought
us out of the land of Egypt, we do
not know what has become of him.’

24“And I said to them, ‘Whoever
has any gold, let them break it off.’
So they gave it to me, and I cast it
into the fire, and this calf ccame
out.”

25Now when Moses saw that the
people were unrestrained (for Aaron
had not restrained them, to their
shame among their enemies),

26then Moses stood in the en-
trance of the camp, and said, “Who-
ever is on the LORD’S side—come to
me!” And all the sons of Levi gath-
ered themselves together to him.

27And he said to them, “Thus
says the LORD God of Israel: ‘Let
every man put his sword on his
side, and go in and out from en-
trance to entrance throughout the
camp, and let every man dkill his
brother, every man his companion,
and every man his neighbor.’ ”

28So the sons of Levi did accord-
ing to the word of Moses. And
about three thousand men of the
people fell that day.

29Then Moses said, e“Consecrate
yourselves today to the LORD, that
He may bestow on you a blessing
this day, for every man has opposed
his son and his brother.”

Moses’ intercession
30Now it came to pass on the

next day that Moses said to the peo-
ple, “You have committed a great
sin. So now I will go up to the LORD;
perhaps I can make fatonement for
your sin.”

31Then Moses returned to the
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camp, and called it the tabernacle of
meeting. And it came to pass that
everyone who sought the LORD
went out to the tabernacle of meet-
ing which was outside the camp.

8So it was, whenever Moses went
out to the tabernacle, that all the
people rose, and each man stood at
his tent door and watched Moses un-
til he had gone into the tabernacle.

9And it came to pass, when Mo-
ses entered the tabernacle, that the
pillar of cloud descended and stood
at the door of the tabernacle, and
the LORD atalked with Moses.

10All the people saw the pillar of
cloud standing at the tabernacle
door, and all the people rose and
worshiped, each man in his tent
door.

11So the LORD spoke to Moses
face to bface, as a man speaks to his
friend. And he would return to the
camp, but his servant Joshua the
son of Nun, a young man, did not
depart from the tabernacle.

Moses’ prayer; the LORD’s answer
12Then Moses csaid to the LORD,

“See, You say to me, d‘Bring up this
people.’ But You have not let me
know whom You will send with me.
Yet You have said, ‘I know you by
name, and you have also found
egrace in My sight.’

13“Now therefore, I pray, if I have
found grace in Your sight, show me
now fYour way, that I may know
You and that I may find grace in
Your sight. And gconsider that this
nation is Your people.”

14And He said, “My Presence will
hgo with you, and I will give you
irest.”

15Then he said to Him, “If Your
Presence does not go with us, do
not bring us up from here.

16“For how then will it be known
that Your people and I have found
grace in Your sight, except You jgo
with us? So we shall be kseparate,
Your people and I, from all the people
who are upon the face of the earth.”
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17So the LORD said to Moses, “I

will also do this thing that you have
spoken; for you have found grace in
My sight, and I know you by name.”

Moses seeks a new vision for
the new task

18And he said, “Please, show me
Your lglory.”

19Then He said, “I will make all
My mgoodness pass before you, and
I will proclaim the name of the LORD
before you. I will be gracious to
whom I nwill be gracious, and I will
have compassion on whom I will
have compassion.”

20But He said, “You cannot see
My oface; for no man shall see Me,
and live.”

21And the LORD said, “Here is a
place by Me, and you shall stand on
the rock.

22“So it shall be, while My glory
passes by, that I will put you in the
pcleft of the qrock, and will cover
you with My rhand while I pass by.

23“Then I will take away My
hand, and you shall see My back;
but My face shall not be seen.”

The second tablets of the law

34AND the LORD said to Moses,
s“Cut two tablets of stone

tlike the first ones, and I will write
on these tablets the uwords that
were on the first tablets which you
broke.

2“So be ready in the morning,
and come up in the morning to
Mount vSinai, and present yourself
to Me there on the top of the moun-
tain.

3“And wno man shall come up
with you, and let no man be seen
throughout all the mountain; let
neither flocks nor herds feed before
that mountain.”

4So he cut two tablets of stone
like the first ones. Then Moses rose
early in the morning and went up
Mount Sinai, as the LORD had com-
manded him; and he took in his
hand the two tablets of stone.

33:7 tent. This tabernacle of meeting was a temporary
place of worship and is not to be confused with the taber-
nacle and its appointments which are described in 25:1—
31:11. The account of the erection of the latter, whose ar-

chitecture and furnishings had been so minutely defined by
the LORD to Moses, begins in ch. 36. Chapter 40:33 tells of
its completion.



guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fa-
thers upon the children and the
children’s children to the third and
the fourth dgeneration.”

8So Moses made haste and bowed
his head toward the earth, and wor-
shiped.

9Then he said, “If now I have
found egrace in Your sight, O Lord,
let my Lord, I pray, go among us,
even though we are a fstiff-necked
people; and pardon our iniquity and
our sin, and take us as Your inheri-
tance.”

The new vision (cp. Ex. 33:18–23)
5Now the LORD descended in the

acloud and stood with him there,
and proclaimed the bname of the
LORD.

6And the LORD passed before him
and proclaimed, “The LORD, the
cLORD God, merciful and gracious,
longsuffering, and abounding in
goodness and truth,

7“keeping mercy for thousands,
forgiving iniquity and transgression
and sin, by no means clearing the
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34:6 LORD

Hebrew YHWH.
(1) The primary meaning of the name “LORD” (perhaps pronounced Yahweh, in English Jehovah) is the self-existent

One; literally (as in Ex. 3:14), He that is who He is, therefore, the eternal I AM. See Intro., p. 0.
(2) It is significant that the first appearance of the name Jehovah in Scripture follows the creation of man. It was God

(Elohim) who said, “Let Us make man in Our image” (Gen. 1:26); but when man, as in Gen. 2, is to fill the scene and
become dominant over creation, it is the LORD God (Jehovah Elohim) who acts (Gen. 2:4ff.). This clearly indicates a
special relation of Deity, in His Jehovah character, to man, and all Scripture emphasizes this.

(3) Jehovah is distinctly the redemption name of Deity. When sin entered the world and man’s redemption became
necessary, it was Jehovah Elohim who sought the sinning ones (Gen. 3:9–13) and clothed them with coats of skins
(Gen. 3:21), a beautiful type of the righteousness provided by the LORD God through sacrifice (Rom. 3:21–25). The first
distinctive revelation of Himself by His name Jehovah was in connection with the redemption of the covenant people
out of Egypt (Ex. 3:13–17).

As Redeemer, emphasis is laid upon those attributes of Jehovah which the sin and salvation of man bring into ex-
ercise. These are (a) His holiness (Lev. 11:44–45; 19:1–2; 20:26; Hab. 1:12–13); (b) His hatred and judgment of sin
(Deut. 32:35–42; compare Gen. 6:5–7; Ex. 34:6–7; Ps. 11:4–6; 66:18); and (c) His love for and redemption of sinners,
which he always carries out righteously. (Gen. 3:21; 8:20–21; Ex. 12:12–13; Lev. 16:2–3; Is. 53:5–6,10). Salvation by
Jehovah apart from sacrifice is unknown in Scripture.

(4) LORD is also the distinctive name of Deity as in covenant with Israel (Ex. 19:3; 20:1–2; Jer. 31:31–34).
(5) LORD God (Hebrew Jehovah Elohim) is the first of the compound names of God. LORD God is used distinctively:

(1) Of the relation of Deity to man (a) as Creator (Gen. 2:7–15); (b) as morally in authority over man (Gen. 2:16–17);
(c) as creating and governing the earthly relationships of man (Gen. 2:18–24; 3:16–19,22–24); and (d) as redeeming
man (Gen. 3:8–15,21). (2) Of the relation of Deity to Israel (Gen. 24:7; 28:13; Ex. 3:15,18; 4:5; 5:1; 7:5; etc.; Deut.
1:11,21; 4:1; 6:3; 12:1; etc.; Josh. 7:13,19–20; 10:40,42; Judg. 2:12; 1 Sam. 2:30; 1 Kin. 1:48; 2 Kin. 9:6; 10:31;
1 Chr. 22:19; 2 Chr. 1:9; Ezra 1:3; Is. 21:17).

(6) In God’s redemptive relation to man, various compound names of Jehovah are found which reveal Him as
meeting every need of man from his lost state to the end. These compound names are: (a) Jehovah-jireh, “The-LORD-
Will-Provide” (Gen. 22:13–14), that is, will provide a sacrifice. (b) Jehovah-rapha, “the LORD who heals you” (Ex.
15:26). That this refers to physical healing the context shows, but the deeper healing of soul malady is implied. (c) Je-
hovah-nissi, “The-LORD-Is-My-Banner” (Ex. 17:8–15). The name is interpreted by the context. The enemy was Ama-
lek, a figure for the flesh, and the conflict that day illustrates the conflict of Gal. 5:17—the war of the Spirit against
the flesh. Victory was wholly due to divine help. (d) Jehovah-shalom, “The-LORD-Is-Peace,” or “The-LORD-Send-
Peace” (Judg. 6:24). Almost the whole ministry of Jehovah finds expression and illustration in that chapter. Jehovah
hates and judges sin (vv. 1–5); Jehovah loves and saves sinners (vv. 7–18), but only through sacrifice (vv. 19–21;
compare Rom. 5:1; Eph. 2:14; Col. 1:20). (e) Jehovah-tsidkenu, “The LORD Our Righteousness” (Jer. 23:6). This name
of Jehovah occurs in a prophecy concerning the future restoration and conversion of Israel. Then Israel will hail Him
as Jehovah-tsidkenu—”The LORD Our Righteousness.” And (f) Jehovah-shammah, “The LORD Is There” (Ezek. 48:35).
This name signifies Jehovah’s abiding presence with His people (Ex. 33:14–15; 1 Chr. 16:27,33; Ps. 16:11; 97:5;
Matt. 28:20; Heb. 13:5). There are also descriptions in the OT of the activities of the LORD which are in some cases
similar to compound names of Jehovah, but are not properly so (e.g. Ps. 23:1; 27:1; 28:1; compare Ps. 61:3–4;
62:6–7).

See other names of Deity, Gen. 1:1, note; 2:4, note; 14:18, note; 15:2, note; 17:1, note; 21:33, note; 1 Sam. 1:3,
note; Mal. 3:18, note.



The renewed commission
10And He said: “Behold, I make a

acovenant. Before all your people I
will do marvels such as have not
been done in all the earth, nor in
any nation; and all the people
among whom you are shall see the
work of the LORD. For it is an awe-
some thing that I will do with you.

11“Observe what I command you
this day. Behold, I am bdriving out
from before you the Amorite and
the Canaanite and the cHittite and
the Perizzite and the Hivite and the
Jebusite.

12“Take heed to yourself, lest you
make a dcovenant with the inhabi-
tants of the land where you are go-
ing, lest it be a snare in your midst.

13“But you shall destroy their al-
tars, break their sacred pillars, and
cut down their wooden images

14“(for you shall worship no other
egod, for the LORD, whose name is
Jealous, is a f jealous God),

15“lest you make a covenant with
the inhabitants of the land, and they
play the harlot with their gods and
make sacrifice to their gods, and
one of them g invites you and you
eat of his sacrifice,

16“and you htake of his daughters
for your sons, and his daughters
play the harlot with their gods and
make your sons play the harlot with
their gods.

17“You shall make no molded
igods for yourselves.

Feasts and Sabbaths again
enjoined (cp. Lev. 23:4–44)

18“The Feast of jUnleavened
Bread you shall keep. Seven days
you shall eat unleavened bread, as I
commanded you, in the appointed
time of the month of Abib; for in
the month of Abib you came out
from kEgypt.

19“All that open the womb are
Mine, and every male firstborn
among your livestock, whether ox
or sheep.

20“But the firstborn of a donkey
you shall redeem with a lamb. And
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if you will not redeem him, then
you shall break his neck. All the
firstborn of your sons you shall re-
deem. And none shall appear before
Me empty-handed.

21“Six days you shall work, but on
the seventh day you shall rest; in
plowing time and in harvest you
shall rest.

22“And you shall observe the
Feast of Weeks, of the firstfruits of
wheat harvest, and the Feast of In-
gathering at the year’s end.

23“Three times in the year all
your men shall appear before the
Lord, the LORD God of Israel.

24“For I will cast out the nations
before you and enlarge your bor-
ders; neither will any man covet
your land when you go up to appear
before the LORD your God three
times in the year.

25“You shall not offer the blood of
My sacrifice with leaven, nor shall
the sacrifice of the Feast of the
Passover be lleft until morning.

26“The first of the firstfruits of
your land you shall bring to the
house of the LORD your God. You
shall not boil a young goat in its
mother’s milk.”

27Then the LORD said to Moses,
m“Write these words, for according
to the tenor of these words I have
made a covenant with you and with
Israel.”

28So he was there with the LORD
forty days and forty nights; he nei-
ther ate bread nor drank water. And
He wrote on the tablets the words
of the covenant, the Ten Command-
ments.*

Moses’ face shines
29Now it was so, when Moses

came down from Mount Sinai (and
the two tablets of the Testimony
were in Moses’ hand when he came
down from the mountain), that Mo-
ses did not know that the skin of his
face nshone while he talked with
Him.

30So when Aaron and all the chil-
*34:28 Literally Ten Words

34:13 wooden images. Hebrew Asherim, images of the
heathen goddess, Asherah. See Deut. 16:21, note.

34:18 Abib. This is the first month in the Hebrew reli-

gious calendar, also called Nisan. It correlates to the mod-
ern months of March–April. For more information on the
Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.



8‘oil for the light, and kspices for
the anointing oil and for the sweet
incense;

9‘onyx stones, and stones to be
set in the ephod and in the breast-
plate.

10 ‘All who are lgifted artisans
among you shall come and make all
that the LORD has commanded:

11‘the tabernacle, its m tent, its
covering, its clasps, its boards, its
bars, its pillars, and its sockets;

12‘the ark and its poles, with the
mercy seat, and the veil of the cov-
ering;

13‘the table and its poles, all its
utensils, and the nshowbread;

14‘also the lampstand for the
light, its utensils, its lamps, and the
oil for the light;

15‘the incense altar, its poles, the
anointing oil, the sweet incense,
and the screen for the door at the
entrance of the tabernacle;

16‘the altar of burnt offering with
its bronze grating, its poles, all its
utensils, and the laver and its base;

17‘the hangings of the court, its
pillars, their sockets, and the screen
for the gate of the court;

18‘the pegs of the tabernacle, the
pegs of the court, and their cords;

19‘the garments of ministry,* for
ministering in the holy place—the
holy garments for Aaron the priest
and the garments of his sons, to
minister as priests.’ ”

20And all the congregation of the
children of Israel departed from the
presence of Moses.

21Then oeveryone came whose
heart was stirred, and everyone
whose spirit was willing, and they
pbrought the LORD’S offering for the
work of the tabernacle of meeting,
for all its service, and for the holy
garments.

22They came, both men and
women, as many as had a willing
heart, and brought qearrings and
nose rings, rings and necklaces, all
r jewelry of gold, that is, every man
who made an offering of gold to the
LORD.

23And every man, with whom
was found blue, purple, and scarlet
thread, fine linen, and goats’ hair,

dren of Israel saw Moses, behold,
the skin of his face shone, and they
were afraid to come near him.

31Then Moses called to them, and
Aaron and all the rulers of the con-
gregation returned to him; and Mo-
ses talked with them.

32Afterward all the children of Is-
rael came near, and he gave them as
commandments all that the LORD
had spoken with him on Mount Si-
nai.

33And when Moses had finished
speaking with them, he put a veil
on his face.

34But whenever Moses went in
before the LORD to speak with Him,
he would take the aveil off until he
came out; and he would come out
and speak to the children of Israel
whatever he had been commanded.

35And whenever the children of
Israel saw the face of Moses, that
the skin of Moses’ face shone, then
Moses would put the veil on his
face again, until he went in to speak
with Him.

The Sabbath re-emphasized

35THEN Moses gathered all the
congregation of the children

of Israel together, and said to them,
b“These are the cwords which the
LORD has commanded you to do:

2“Work shall be done for six days,
but the seventh day shall be a holy
day for you, a dSabbath of rest to the
LORD. Whoever does any work on it
shall be put to edeath.

3“You shall fkindle no fire
throughout your dwellings on the
Sabbath day.”

Gifts for the tabernacle
(cp. Ex. 25:1–8)

4And Moses spoke to all the con-
gregation of the children of Israel,
saying, “This is the thing which the
LORD commanded, saying:

5‘Take from among you an offer-
ing to the LORD. Whoever is of a
gwilling heart, let him bring it as an
offering to the LORD: hgold, silver,
and bronze;

6 i ‘blue, purple, and scarlet
thread, fine linen, and jgoats’ hair;

7‘ram skins dyed red, badger
skins, and acacia wood;
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*35:19 Or woven garments



red skins of rams, and badger skins,
brought them.

24Everyone who offered an offer-
ing of silver or bronze brought the
LORD’S offering. And everyone with
whom was found acacia wood for
any work of the service, brought it.

25All the women who were gifted
artisans spun yarn with their hands,
and brought what they had spun, of
blue, purple, and scarlet, and fine
linen.

26And all the women whose
hearts stirred with wisdom spun
yarn of goats’ hair.

27The rulers brought onyx stones,
and the stones to be set in the
ephod and in the breastplate,

28and spices and oil for the light,
for the anointing oil, and for the
sweet incense.

29The children of Israel brought a
afreewill offering to the LORD, all the
men and women whose hearts
were willing to bring material for all
kinds of work which the LORD, by
the hand of Moses, had commanded
to be done.

Bezalel and Aholiab to
design and teach

30And Moses said to the children
of Israel, “See, the LORD has called
by bname Bezalel the son of Uri, the
son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah;

31“and He has filled him with the
cSpirit of God, in wisdom and un-
derstanding, in knowledge and all
manner of workmanship,

32“to design artistic works, to
work in gold and silver and bronze,

33“in cutting jewels for setting, in
carving wood, and to work in all
manner of artistic workmanship.

34“And He has put in his heart
the ability to teach, in him and Aho-
liab the son of Ahisamach, of the
tribe of Dan.

35“He has filled them with skill to
do all manner of work of the en-
graver and the designer and the ta-
pestry maker, in blue, purple, and
scarlet thread, and fine linen, and of
the weaver—those who do every
work and those who design artistic
works.
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Construction of the tabernacle

(Ex. 36–-39)

36“AND Bezalel and Aholiab,
and every dgifted artisan in

whom the LORD has put ewisdom
and understanding, to know how to
do all manner of work for the ser-
vice of the sanctuary, shall do ac-
cording to all that the LORD has
commanded.”

2Then Moses called Bezalel and
Aholiab, and every gifted artisan in
whose fheart the LORD had put wis-
dom, everyone whose heart was
stirred, to come and do the work.

3And they received from Moses
all the goffering which the children
of Israel had brought for the work of
the service of making the sanctuary.
So they continued bringing to him
hfreewill offerings every morning.

4Then all the craftsmen who
were doing all the work of the sanc-
tuary came, each from the work he
was doing,

5and they spoke to Moses, saying,
“The people bring much more than
ienough for the service of the work
which the LORD commanded us to
do.”

6So Moses gave a commandment,
and they caused it to be proclaimed
throughout the camp, saying, “Let
neither man nor woman do any
more work for the offering of the
sanctuary.” And the people were re-
strained from bringing,

7for the material they had was
sufficient for all the work to be
done—indeed too jmuch.

Linen curtains
8Then all the gifted artisans

among them who kworked on the
tabernacle made ten curtains woven
of fine linen, and of blue, purple,
and scarlet thread; with artistic de-
signs of cherubim they made them.

9The length of each curtain was
twenty-eight lcubits, and the width
of each curtain four cubits; the cur-
tains were all the same size.

10And he coupled five curtains to
one another, and the other five cur-
tains he coupled to one another.

11He made loops of blue yarn on
the edge of the curtain on the
selvedge of one set; likewise he did



26and their forty sockets of silver:
two sockets under each of the
boards.

27For the west side of the taber-
nacle he made six boards.

28He also made two boards for the
two back corners of the tabernacle.

29And they were coupled at the
bottom and coupled together at the
top by one ring. Thus he made both
of them for the two corners.

30So there were eight boards and
their sockets—sixteen sockets of sil-
ver—two sockets under each of the
boards.

31And he made bars of acacia
wood: five for the boards on one
side of the tabernacle,

32five ebars for the boards on the
other side of the tabernacle, and
five bars for the boards of the taber-
nacle on the far side westward.

33And he made the middle bar to
pass through the boards from one
end to the other.

Overlay of gold
34He overlaid the boards with

gold, made their rings of gold to be
holders for the bars, and overlaid
the bars with gold.

Veil
35And he fmade a gveil of blue,

purple, and scarlet thread, and fine
woven linen; it was worked with an
artistic design of cherubim.

36He made for it four pillars of aca-
cia wood, and overlaid them with
gold, with their hooks of gold; and he
cast four sockets of silver for them.

Screen
37He also made a hscreen for the

tabernacle door, of blue, purple, and
scarlet thread, and fine woven
linen, made by a weaver,

38and its five pillars with their
hooks. And he overlaid their capi-
tals and their rings with gold, but
their five sockets were bronze.

The ark of the Testimony

37THEN iBezalel jmade the ark
of acacia wood; two and a

half kcubits was its length, a cubit
and a half its width, and a cubit and
a half its height.

on the outer edge of the other cur-
tain of the second set.

12Fifty loops he made on one cur-
tain, and fifty loops he made on the
edge of the curtain on the end of
the second set; the loops held one
curtain to another.

13And he made fifty clasps of
gold, and coupled the curtains to
one another with the clasps, that it
might be one tabernacle.

Curtains of goats’ hair
14He made curtains of goats’ hair

for the atent over the tabernacle; he
made eleven curtains.

15The length of each curtain was
thirty cubits, and the width of each
curtain four cubits; the eleven cur-
tains were the same size.

16He coupled five curtains by
themselves and six curtains by
themselves.

17And he made fifty loops on the
edge of the curtain that is outermost
in one set, and fifty loops he made
on the edge of the curtain of the
second set.

18He also made fifty bronze clasps
to couple the tent together, that it
might be one.

Ram skin covering
19Then he made a bcovering for

the tent of ram skins dyed red, and a
covering of badger skins above that.

Boards and sockets
20For the tabernacle he cmade

boards of acacia wood, standing up-
right.

21The length of each board was
ten cubits, and the width of each
board a cubit and a half.

22Each board had two tenons dfor
binding one to another. Thus he
made for all the boards of the taber-
nacle.

23And he made boards for the
tabernacle, twenty boards for the
south side.

24Forty sockets of silver he made
to go under the twenty boards: two
sockets under each of the boards for
its two tenons.

25And for the other side of the
tabernacle, the north side, he made
twenty boards

36:32

e Ex. 26:26

36:35

f vv. 35-38, cp.
Ex. 26:31-37

g Ex. 26:31; 30:6;
Heb. 10:20

36:37

h Ex. 26:36

37:1

i Ex. 35:30; 36:1

j vv. 1-9, cp. Ex.
25:10-20

k See Weights and
Measures (OT),
2 Chr. 2:10,
note

36:14

a Ex. 35:11; 40:19

36:19

b Ex. 26:14

36:20

c vv. 20-34; Ex.
26:15-29

36:22

d Ex. 26:17

142 EXODUS 36:12—37:1



2He overlaid it with pure gold in-
side and outside, and made a mold-
ing of gold all around it.

3And he cast for it four rings of
gold to be set in its four corners:
two rings on one side, and two
rings on the other side of it.

4He made poles of acacia wood,
and overlaid them with gold.

5And he put the poles into the
rings at the sides of the ark, to bear
the ark.

The mercy seat
6He also made the mercy seat of

pure gold; two and a half cubits was
its length and a cubit and a half its
width.

7He made two acherubim of beat-
en gold; he made them of one piece
at the two ends of the mercy seat:

8one cherub at one end on this
side, and the other cherub at the
other end on that side. He made the
cherubim at the two ends of one
piece with the mercy seat.

9The cherubim spread out their
wings above, and covered the mer-
cy seat with their wings. They faced
one another; the faces of the cheru-
bim were toward the bmercy seat.

Table of showbread
10He cmade the dtable of acacia

wood; two cubits was its length, a
cubit its width, and a cubit and a
half its height.

11And he overlaid it with pure
gold, and made a molding of gold all
around it.

12Also he made a frame of a hand-
breadth all around it, and made a
molding of gold for the frame all
around it.

13And he cast for it four rings of
gold, and put the rings on the four
corners that were at its four legs.

14The rings were close to the
frame, as holders for the poles to
bear the table.
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15And he made the poles of acacia

wood to bear the table, and overlaid
them with gold.

16He made of pure gold the uten-
sils which were on the table: its
dishes, its cups, its bowls, and its
pitchers for pouring.

Golden lampstand
17He also emade the lampstand of

pure gold; of hammered work he
made the lampstand. Its shaft, its
branches, its bowls, its ornamental
knobs, and its flowers were of the
same piece.

18And six branches came out of
its sides: three branches of the
lampstand out of one side, and
three branches of the lampstand out
of the other side.

19There were three bowls made
like almond blossoms on one
branch, with an ornamental knob
and a flower, and three bowls made
like almond blossoms on the other
branch, with an ornamental knob
and a flower—and so for the six
branches coming out of the lamp-
stand.

20And on the lampstand itself
were four bowls made like almond
blossoms, each with its ornamental
knob and flower.

21There was a knob under the
first two branches of the same, a
knob under the second two
branches of the same, and a knob
under the third two branches of the
same, according to the six branches
extending from it.

22Their knobs and their branches
were of one piece; all of it was one
hammered piece of pure gold.

23And he made its seven lamps,
its fwick-trimmers, and its trays of
pure gold.

24Of a g talent of pure gold he
made it, with all its utensils.

37:7 cherubim. The cherubim are symbolic of God’s
holy presence and unapproachability. They are celestial
beings who guard and vindicate the righteousness of God
(compare Gen. 3:24; Ex. 26:1,31; 36:8,35), the mercy of
God (compare Ex. 25:22; 37:9), and the government of
God (compare 1 Sam. 4:4; Ps. 80:1; 99:1; Ezek. 1:22,26).
In the holy of holies God’s glory dwelt between the cheru-

bim (Ps. 80:1; compare Ex. 25:10-22). Some think that the
living creatures of Rev. 4 are cherubim (besides points of
similarity, observe dissimilarity to the cherubim in number
of wings: Ezek. 1:6; 10:21; Rev. 4:8; compare Is. 6:2). This
dissimilarity may indicate that these beings have power to
appear in different forms for purposes of symbolic revela-
tion.



The court
9Then he gmade the court on the

south side; the hangings of the
court were of fine woven linen, one
hundred cubits long.

10There were twenty pillars for
them, with twenty bronze sockets.
The hooks of the pillars and their
bands were silver.

11On the north side the hangings
were one hundred cubits long, with
twenty pillars and their twenty
bronze sockets. The hooks of the
pillars and their bands were silver.

12And on the west side there
were hangings of fifty cubits, with
ten pillars and their ten sockets.
The hooks of the pillars and their
bands were silver.

13For the east side the hangings
were fifty cubits.

14The hangings of one side of the
gate were fifteen cubits long, with
their three pillars and their three
sockets,

15and the same for the other side
of the court gate; on this side and
that were hangings of fifteen cubits,
with their three pillars and their
three sockets.

16All the hangings of the court all
around were of fine woven linen.

17The sockets for the pillars were
bronze, the hooks of the pillars and
their bands were silver, and the
overlay of their capitals was silver;
and all the pillars of the court had
bands of silver.

Gate of the court
18The screen for the gate of the

court was woven of blue, purple,
and scarlet thread, and of fine wo-
ven linen. The length was twenty
cubits, and the height along its
width was five cubits, correspond-
ing to the hangings of the court.

19And there were four pillars with
their four sockets of bronze; their
hooks were silver, and the overlay
of their capitals and their bands was
silver.

20All the pegs of the tabernacle,
and of the court all around, were
bronze.

Cost of tabernacle
21This is the inventory of the

Altar of incense
25He amade the incense altar of

acacia wood. Its length was a cubit
and its width a cubit—it was
square—and two cubits was its
height. Its horns were of one piece
with it.

26And he overlaid it with pure
gold: its top, its sides all around,
and its horns. He also made for it a
molding of gold all around it.

27He made two rings of gold for it
under its molding, by its two cor-
ners on both sides, as holders for
the poles with which to bear it.

28And he bmade the poles of acacia
wood, and overlaid them with gold.

Anointing oil
29He also made the choly anoint-

ing oil and the pure incense of
sweet spices, according to the work
of the dperfumer.

Altar of burnt offering

38HE emade the altar of burnt
offering of acacia wood; five

fcubits was its length and five cubits
its width—it was square—and its
height was three cubits.

2He made its horns on its four
corners; the horns were of one
piece with it. And he overlaid it
with bronze.

3He made all the utensils for the
altar: the pans, the shovels, the
basins, the forks, and the firepans;
all its utensils he made of bronze.

4And he made a grate of bronze
network for the altar, under its rim,
midway from the bottom.

5He cast four rings for the four
corners of the bronze grating, as
holders for the poles.

6And he made the poles of acacia
wood, and overlaid them with
bronze.

7Then he put the poles into the
rings on the sides of the altar, with
which to bear it. He made the altar
hollow with boards.

Laver of bronze
8He made the laver of bronze and

its base of bronze, from the bronze
mirrors of the serving women who
assembled at the door of the taber-
nacle of meeting.
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a tabernacle, the tabernacle of the
Testimony, which was counted ac-
cording to the commandment of
Moses, for the service of the bLe-
vites, by the hand of cIthamar, son
of Aaron the priest.

22dBezalel the son of Uri, the son
of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, made
all that the LORD had commanded
Moses.

23And with him was eAholiab the
son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of
Dan, an engraver and designer, a
weaver of blue, purple, and scarlet
thread, and of fine linen.

24All the gold that was used in all
the work of the holy place, that is,
the gold of the foffering, was twen-
ty-nine gtalents and seven hundred
and thirty gshekels, according to the
shekel of the sanctuary.

25And the silver from those who
were hnumbered of the congrega-
tion was one hundred talents and
one thousand seven hundred and
seventy-five shekels, according to
the shekel of the sanctuary:

26a ibekah for each man (that is,
jhalf a shekel, according to the
shekel of the sanctuary), for every-
one included in the numbering
from twenty years old and above,
for six hundred and three thousand,
five hundred and fifty kmen.

27And from the hundred talents
of silver were cast the lsockets of
the sanctuary and the bases of the
veil: one hundred sockets from the
hundred talents, one talent for each
socket.

28Then from the one thousand
seven hundred and seventy-five
shekels he made hooks for the pil-
lars, overlaid their capitals, and
made bands for them.

29The offering of bronze was sev-
enty talents and two thousand four
hundred shekels.

30And with it he made the sock-
ets for the door of the tabernacle of
meeting, the bronze altar, the
bronze grating for it, and all the
utensils for the altar,

31the sockets for the court all
around, the bases for the court gate,
all the pegs for the tabernacle, and
all the pegs for the court all around.
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Aaron’s holy garments

39OF the mblue, purple, and
scarlet thread they made

ngarments of ministry,* for minister-
ing in the holy place, and made the
holy garments for Aaron, as the
LORD had commanded Moses.

2He omade the pephod of gold,
blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and
of fine woven linen.

3And they beat the gold into thin
sheets and cut it into threads, to
work it in with the blue, purple, and
scarlet thread, and the fine linen,
into artistic designs.

4They made shoulder straps for it
to couple it together; it was coupled
together at its two edges.

5And the intricately woven band
of his ephod that was on it was of
the same workmanship, woven of
gold, blue, purple, and scarlet
thread, and of fine woven linen, as
the LORD had commanded Moses.

6And they set onyx stones, en-
closed in settings of gold; they were
engraved, as signets are engraved,
with the names of the sons of Israel.

7He put them on the shoulders of
the ephod as qmemorial stones for
the sons of Israel, as the LORD had
commanded Moses.

8And he rmade the breastplate,
artistically woven like the work-
manship of the ephod, of gold, blue,
purple, and scarlet thread, and of
fine woven linen.

9They made the breastplate
square by doubling it; a sspan was
its length and a span its width when
doubled.

10And they set in it four rows of
stones: a row with a sardius, a topaz,
and an emerald was the first row;

11the second row, a turquoise, a
sapphire, and a diamond;

12the third row, a jacinth, an
agate, and an amethyst;

13the fourth row, a beryl, an
onyx, and a jasper. They were en-
closed in settings of gold in their
mountings.

14There were ttwelve stones ac-
cording to the names of the sons of
Israel: according to their names, en-
graved like a signet, each one with
*39:1 Or woven garments



of the breastplate, on the edge of it,
which was on the inward side of
the ephod.

20They made two other gold rings
and put them on the two shoulder
straps, underneath the ephod to-
ward its front, right at the seam
above the intricately woven band of
the ephod.

21And they bound the breastplate
by means of its rings to the rings of
the ephod with a blue cord, so that
it would be above the intricately
woven band of the ephod, and that
the breastplate would not come
loose from the ephod, as the LORD
had commanded Moses.

22He amade the brobe of the
ephod of woven work, all of blue.

23And there was an opening in
the middle of the robe, like the
opening in a coat of mail, with a wo-
ven binding all around the opening,
so that it would not tear.

24They made on the hem of the
robe pomegranates of blue, purple,
and scarlet, and of fine woven linen.

25And they made cbells of pure
gold, and put the bells between the
pomegranates on the hem of the
robe all around between the pome-
granates:

26a bell and a pomegranate, a bell
and a pomegranate, all around the
hem of the robe to minister in, as
the LORD had commanded Moses.

27They made dtunics, artistically
woven of fine linen, for Aaron and
his sons,

28a eturban of fine linen, exqui-
site hats of fine linen, short
f trousers of fine woven linen,

29and a gsash of fine woven linen
with blue, purple, and scarlet
thread, made by a weaver, as the
LORD had commanded Moses.

30Then they made the hplate of
the holy crown of pure gold, and
wrote on it an inscription like the
engraving of a signet:

iHOLINESS TO THE LORD.
31And they tied to it a blue cord,

to fasten it above on the turban, as
the LORD had commanded Moses.

32Thus all the work of the taber-
nacle of the tent of meeting was jfin-
ished. And the children of Israel did

its own name according to the
twelve tribes.

15And they made chains for the
breastplate at the ends, like braided
cords of pure gold.

16They also made two settings of
gold and two gold rings, and put the
two rings on the two ends of the
breastplate.

17And they put the two braided
chains of gold in the two rings on
the ends of the breastplate.

18The two ends of the two braid-
ed chains they fastened in the two
settings, and put them on the shoul-
der straps of the ephod in the front.

19And they made two rings of
gold and put them on the two ends
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39:10–14 PRECIOUS STONES 
IN THE BIBLE

Other significant listings of precious stones in the Bible
include:

1. Exodus 28:17–20—gems used in the high priest’s
ephod

2. Ezekiel 28:13—gems present in the Garden of Eden
3. Revelation 21:19,20—gems used in the foundations

of the New Jerusalem

The exact identity of these precious stones is uncertain
and translation of the Hebrew words is difficult, thus
the names may vary from translation to translation.
However, the mention of these colorful precious stones
conveys care and importance.

Gem Color
Agate circles of brown and white
Amethyst deep purple
Beryl green/green-blue
Carbuncle (emerald) green
Carnelian orange-red
Chalcedony pale blue or gray quartz
Chrysolite olive green
Chrysoprase apple green
Diamond clear or smoky
Emerald green
Jacinth orange-red
Jasper brown-red
Onyx bands of different colors 

or black
Ruby deep red
Sapphire (lapis lazuli) blue
Sardius red
Sardonyx orange-red
Topaz golden yellow
Turquoise sky blue



aaccording to all that the LORD had
commanded Moses; so they did.

33And they brought the taberna-
cle to Moses, the tent and all its fur-
nishings: its clasps, its boards, its
bars, its pillars, and its sockets;

34the covering of ram skins dyed
red, the covering of badger skins,
and the veil of the covering;

35the ark of the Testimony with
its poles, and the mercy seat;

36the table, all its utensils, and
the bshowbread;

37the pure gold lampstand with
its lamps (the lamps set in order),
all its utensils, and the oil for light;

38the gold altar, the anointing oil,
and the sweet incense; the screen
for the tabernacle door;

39the bronze altar, its grate of
bronze, its poles, and all its utensils;
the laver with its base;

40the hangings of the court, its
pillars and its sockets, the screen for
the court gate, its cords, and its
pegs; all the utensils for the service
of the tabernacle, for the tent of
meeting;

41and the garments of ministry,*
to minister in the holy place: the
holy garments for Aaron the priest,
and his sons’ garments, to minister
as priests.

42According to all that the LORD
had commanded Moses, so the chil-
dren of Israel did all the work.

43Then Moses looked over all the
work, and indeed they had done it;
as the LORD had commanded, just so
they had done it. And Moses
cblessed them.

Tabernacle erected

40THEN the LORD dspoke to
Moses, esaying:

2“On the f first day of the first
month you shall gset up the taber-
nacle of the tent of meeting.

3“You shall put in it the ark of the
Testimony, and hpartition off the ark
with the veil.

4“You shall bring in the table and
arrange the ithings that are to be set
in order on it; and you shall bring in
the lampstand and light its lamps.
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5“You shall also set the altar of

gold for the incense before the ark of
the Testimony, and put up the screen
for the door of the tabernacle.

6“Then you shall set the jaltar of
the burnt offering before the door of
the tabernacle of the tent of meet-
ing.

7“And you shall set the laver be-
tween the tabernacle of meeting
and the altar, and put water in it.

8“You shall set up the court all
around, and hang up the screen at
the court gate.

9“And you shall take the anoint-
ing oil, and anoint the tabernacle
and all that is in it; and you shall
hallow it and all its utensils, and it
shall be holy.

10“You shall kanoint the altar of
the burnt offering and all its uten-
sils, and consecrate the altar. The al-
tar shall be most holy.

11“And you shall anoint the laver
and its base, and consecrate it.

12“Then you shall lbring Aaron
and his sons to the door of the
tabernacle of meeting and wash
them with water.

13“You shall put the holy mgar-
ments on Aaron, and anoint him
and consecrate him, that he may
minister to Me as priest.

14“And you shall bring his sons
and clothe them with tunics.

15“You shall anoint them, as you
anointed their father, that they may
minister to Me as priests; for their
anointing shall surely be an never-
lasting priesthood throughout their
generations.”

16Thus Moses did; according to
all that the LORD had commanded
him, so he did.

17And it came to pass in the first
month of the second year, on the
first day of the month, that the
tabernacle was oraised up.

18So Moses raised up the taberna-
cle, fastened its sockets, set up its
boards, put in its bars, and raised up
its pillars.

19And he spread out the tent over
the tabernacle and put the covering
*39:41 Or woven garments

40:2 first month. This is the month of Abib (or Nisan) in
the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern

months of March–April. For more information on the He-
brew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.



30He set the laver between the
tabernacle of meeting and the altar,
and put water there for washing;

31and Moses, Aaron, and his sons
would dwash their hands and their
feet with water from it.

32Whenever they went into the
tabernacle of meeting, and when
they came near the altar, they
washed, as the LORD had command-
ed Moses.

33And he raised up the court all
around the tabernacle and the altar,
and hung up the screen of the court
gate. So Moses efinished the work.

Shekinah glory fills tabernacle
34 f Then the gcloud covered the

tabernacle of meeting, and the hglo-
ry of the LORD filled the tabernacle.

35And Moses was not able to en-
ter the tabernacle of meeting, be-
cause the cloud rested above it, and
the glory of the LORD filled the
tabernacle.

36Whenever the icloud was taken
up from above the tabernacle, the
children of Israel would go onward
in all their journeys.

37But if the cloud was not taken
up, then they did not journey till
the day that it was taken up.

38For the jcloud of the LORD was
above the tabernacle by day, and
fire was over it by night, in the sight
of all the house of Israel, throughout
all their journeys.

of the tent on top of it, as the LORD
had commanded Moses.

20He took the aTestimony and put
it into the ark, inserted the poles
through the rings of the ark, and put
the mercy seat on top of the ark.

21And he brought the ark into the
tabernacle, hung up the veil of the
covering, and partitioned off the ark
of the Testimony, as the LORD had
commanded Moses.

22He put the table in the taberna-
cle of meeting, on the north side of
the tabernacle, outside the veil;

23and he set the bbread in order
upon it before the LORD, as the LORD
had commanded Moses.

24He put the lampstand in the
tabernacle of meeting, across from
the table, on the south side of the
tabernacle;

25and he clit the lamps before the
LORD, as the LORD had commanded
Moses.

26He put the gold altar in the
tabernacle of meeting in front of the
veil;

27and he burned sweet incense
on it, as the LORD had commanded
Moses.

28He hung up the screen at the
door of the tabernacle.

29And he put the altar of burnt of-
fering before the door of the taber-
nacle of the tent of meeting, and of-
fered upon it the burnt offering and
the grain offering, as the LORD had
commanded Moses.

40:31

d Ex. 30:19-20;
cp. John 13:8

40:33

e Heb. 3:2-5

40:34

f Cp. 1 Kin.
8:10,11

g Lev. 16:2; Num.
9:15-22; 1 Kin.
8:10; 2 Chr.
5:13

h Lev. 9:6,23

40:36

i Ex. 13:21-22

40:38

j Neh. 9:12; Ps.
78:14; Is. 4:5

40:20

a Ex. 25:16; Deut.
10:2,5; Heb. 9:4

40:23

b Lev. 24:5-6

40:25

c Ex. 30:7-8; Lev.
24:3-4
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40:34 glory of the LORD. Compare Eph. 2:19–22. What
the Shekinah glory was to the tabernacle and temple, the

Spirit is to the “holy temple” (Eph. 2:21), the church, and to
the temple which is the believer’s body (1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19).



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Moses Holiness c. 1450–1410 B.C.

Background
Leviticus is devoted to the worship of the redeemed people of God, as is shown by the frequent occurrence of words re-
lating to holiness and sacrifice. In the Hebrew Bible this book is called by its first word, wayyiqra, meaning and He
called. The English title Leviticus, from the Septuagint, is based on the name of Levi, who was one of the twelve sons of
Jacob (Israel), Genesis 46:1–27.

God’s Relationship with Man
The vocabulary of sacrifice pervades the book: the words “priest,” “sacrifice,” “blood,” and “offering” occur very fre-
quently; and “qodesh,” rendered “holiness” or “holy,” appears more than 150 times. Observe also the repeated com-
mand: “Be holy for I, the LORD your God, am holy’ (11:44,45; 19:2; 20:7,26).

Types in Leviticus
Leviticus presents several types rich in meaning. See notes on the following passages for the typical significance of sac-
rifices and offerings (1:3, 1:9, 3:1); high priest (8:12); cleansing (14:3); and feast (23:24).

The Old Testament in the New
Our Lord refers to the rites connected with the cleansing of the leper (Matthew 8:4; Mark 1:44), and quotes the second
great commandment (Leviticus 19:18; Mark 12:31). The special ceremonies of the Day of Atonement and their fulfillment
by Christ are commented on in Hebrews (Hebrews 9:1–15).

Outline
Leviticus may be divided as follows

I. The Offerings 1:1—7:37
A. Pleasing Aroma (“sweet aroma”) offerings 1:1—3:17

1. The Burnt Offering 1:1–17
2. The Grain ( meal) Offering 2:1–16
3. The Fellowship (peace) Offering 3:1–17

B. Other Offerings 4:1—6:7
1. The Sin Offering 4:1–35
2. The Trespass Offering 5:1—6:7

C. Law of the Offerings 6:8—7:37
II. Consecration of Aaron and His Sons, 8:1—10:20

III. Laws of Cleanliness and Holiness, 11:1—15:33
A. Food 11:1–47
B. Laws of Sanitation and Hygiene 12:1—15:33

IV. The Day of Atonement 16:1—17:16
V. Laws Regulating the Personal Relationships of the Redeemed People, 18:1—20:27

A. Unlawful Sexual Relations 18:1–30
B. Idolatry 19:1–8
C. Provisions for the Unfortunate 19:9–14
D. Righteous Actions 19:15–37
E. Various Immoralities 20:1–27

VI. Laws Regulating the Priesthood and the Seven Great Feasts  of the Hebrew Calendar 21:1—23:44
A. Regulations Concerning Priests 21:1—22:33
B. Feasts of the Lord 23:1–44

1. Passover 23:1–5
2. Unleavened Bread 23:6–8
3. Firstfruits 23:9–14
4. Wave Loaves (Pentecost) 23:15–22
5. Trumpets 23:23–25
6. Day of Atonement 23:26–32
7. Tabernacles 23:33–44

VII. Additional Laws, Promises and Warnings 24:1—27:34

THE THIRD BOOK OF MOSES CALLED

L E V I T I C U S



it will be accepted on his behalf to
make datonement for him.

5‘He shall kill the bull before the
LORD; and the priests, Aaron’s sons,
shall bring the blood and sprinkle
the eblood all around on the altar
that is by the door of the tabernacle
of meeting.

6‘And he shall fskin the burnt of-
fering and cut it into its pieces.

7‘The sons of Aaron the priest
shall put gfire on the altar, and lay
the wood in order on the fire.

8‘Then the priests, Aaron’s sons,
shall lay the parts, the head, and the
fat in order on the wood that is on
the fire upon the altar;

9‘but he shall wash its entrails
and its legs with water. And the
priest shall burn all on the altar as a
burnt sacrifice, an hoffering made
by fire, a isweet aroma to the LORD.

I. The Offerings, 1—7

Sweet aroma offerings: (1) the burnt
offering (v. 4). (See Lev. 6:8–13)

1NOW the LORD called to aMo-
ses, and spoke to him from the

tabernacle of meeting, saying,
2“Speak to the children of Israel,

and say to them: ‘When any one of
you brings an offering to the LORD,
you shall bring your offering of the
livestock—of the herd and of the
flock.

3‘If his offering is a bburnt sacri-
fice of the herd, let him offer a male
without cblemish; he shall offer it of
his own free will at the door of the
tabernacle of meeting before the
LORD.

4‘Then he shall put his hand on
the head of the burnt offering, and

1:4

d See Ex. 29:33,
note

1:5

e Lev. 17:11

1:6

f Lev. 7:8

1:7

g Cp. Mal. 1:10

1:9

h Num. 15:3, 8-
10

i Ex. 29:18; cp.
Eph. 5:2

1:1

a Law (of Moses):
chs. 1-16; Lev.
16:34. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

1:3

b Sacrifice (typi-
cal): vv. 3-17;
Lev. 2:2. (Gen.
3:15; Heb.
10:18, note)

c Lev. 22:20-24
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1:1 called. Approximately 1445 B.C. See Ex. 1:8, note.

Moses: saved from the water. The great leader of the
Israelites who led them out of slavery in Egypt to the
Promised Land.

1:4 hand on the head. The laying on of the offerer’s hand
signified acceptance and identification of himself with his
offering. In figure it answers to the Christian’s faith accepting
and identifying himself with Christ (Rom. 4:5; 6:3–11). The
believer is justified by faith, and his faith is reckoned for
righteousness because his faith identifies him with Christ,
who died as his sin offering (2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Pet. 2:24).

1:8 fat. That is, that which burns most quickly—devot-

edness, zeal. Lev. 3:3–4; 7:23–24. fire. Essentially this is a
symbol of God’s holiness (Heb. 12:29). As such it ex-
presses God in three ways: (1) in judgment upon that
which His holiness utterly condemns (e.g. Gen. 19:24;
Mark 9:43–48; Rev. 20:15); (2) in the manifestation of
Himself and of that which He approves (e.g. Ex. 3:2; 13:21;
1 Pet. 1:7); and (3) in purification (e.g. Mal. 3:2–3; 1 Cor.
3:12–14). So, in Leviticus, the fire which only manifests the
sweet aroma of the burnt, grain, and peace offerings whol-
ly consumes the sin offering.

1:9 sweet aroma. That is, aroma of satisfaction. The
“sweet aroma” offerings are so called because they typify
Christ in His own perfections and in His affectionate devo-

1:3 BURNT OFFERING

The burnt offering (1) typifies Christ offering Himself without spot to God in delight to do His Father’s will even in
death; (2) is atoning because the believer has not had this delight in the will of God; and (3) is substitutionary (v. 4) be-
cause Christ did it in the sinner’s stead. But the thought of penalty is not prominent (Heb. 9:11–14; 10:5–7; compare
Ps. 40:6–8; Phil. 2:8). The emphatic words (Lev. 1:3–5) are “burnt sacrifice,” “own free will,” “it will be accepted on
his behalf,” and “atonement.”

The creatures acceptable for sacrifice are five:
(1) The young bull, or ox, typifies Christ as the patient and enduring Servant (Heb. 12:2–3), “obedient to the point

of death” (Is. 52:13–15; Phil. 2:5–8). His offering in this character is substitutionary, for we have been disobedient.
(2) The sheep, or lamb, typifies Christ in unresisting self-surrender to the death of the cross (Is. 53:7; Acts 8:32–35).
(3) The goat typifies the sinner (Matt. 25:33,41–46) and, when used sacrificially, Christ as “numbered with the trans-

gressors” (Is. 53:12; Luke 23:33). God “made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us” (2 Cor. 5:21). The holy Son of
God became “a curse for us” (Gal. 3:13) when He hung upon the cross.

(4–5) The turtledove and pigeon, naturally symbols of mourning innocence (Is. 38:14; 59:11; Matt. 23:37; Heb.
7:26), are associated with poverty in Lev. 5:7; 12:8 and speak of Him who for our sakes became poor (Luke 9:58),
whose pathway of poverty began with His emptying Himself of His preincarnate glory and ended in the sacrifice
through which we became rich (2 Cor. 8:9; Phil. 2:6–8; compare John 17:5). The sacrifice of the poor Man, Christ
Jesus, becomes the poor man’s sacrifice (Luke 2:24; 1 Tim. 2:5–6; compare Heb. 9:26; 13:15).

These grades of typical sacrifice test the measure of our understanding of the varied aspects of Christ’s one sacrifice
on the cross. The mature Christian should see the crucified Christ in all these aspects.



10‘If his offering is of the flocks—
of the sheep or of the goats—as a
burnt sacrifice, he shall bring a male
without blemish.

11‘He shall kill it on the north side
of the altar before the LORD; and the
priests, Aaron’s sons, shall sprinkle
its blood all around on the altar.

12‘And he shall cut it into its
pieces, with its head and its fat; and
the priest shall lay them in order on
the wood that is on the fire upon
the altar;

13‘but he shall wash the entrails
and the legs with water. Then the
priest shall bring it all and burn it
on the altar; it is a burnt sacrifice,
an aoffering made by fire, a sweet
aroma to the LORD.

14‘And if the burnt sacrifice of his
offering to the LORD is of birds, then
he shall bring his offering of bturtle-
doves or young pigeons.

15‘The priest shall bring it to the
altar, wring off its head, and burn it
on the altar; its blood shall be
drained out at the side of the altar.

16‘And he shall remove its crop
with its feathers and cast it beside
the altar on the east side, into the
place for cashes.

17‘Then he shall split it at its
wings, but shall not divide it dcom-
pletely; and the priest shall burn it
on the altar, on the wood that is on
the fire. It is a burnt sacrifice, an of-
fering made by fire, a sweet aroma
to the LORD.

Sweet aroma offerings: (2) the grain
offering (v. 1). (See Lev. 6:14–23)

2‘WHEN anyone offers a grain of-
fering to the LORD, his offering

2:1

e Cp. Lev. 5:11

2:2

f Lev. 2:9,16

g Sacrifice (typi-
cal): vv. 1-16;
Lev. 3:1. (Gen.
3:15; Heb.
10:18, note)

2:3

h Lev. 6:16;
10:12-13

2:4

i Leaven: vv. 4-
5,11; Lev. 6:16.
(Gen. 19:3;
Matt. 13:33,
note)

2:7

j Lev. 7:9

2:9

k v. 2

1:13

a Num. 15:4-7;
28:12-14

1:14

b Gen. 15:9; Lev.
5:7,11

1:16

c Lev. 6:10

1:17

d Gen. 15:10;
Lev. 5:8
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shall be of fine flour. And he shall
pour oil on it, and put efrankincense
on it.

2‘He shall bring it to Aaron’s sons,
the priests, one of whom shall take
from it his handful of fine flour and
oil with all the frankincense. And
the priest shall burn it as a fmemor-
ial on the altar, an goffering made by
fire, a sweet aroma to the LORD.

3‘The rest of the grain offering
shall be Aaron’s and his hsons’. It is
most holy of the offerings to the
LORD made by fire.

4‘And if you bring as an offering a
grain offering baked in the oven, it
shall be unleavened cakes of fine
flour mixed with oil, or iunleavened
wafers anointed with oil.

5‘But if your offering is a grain of-
fering baked in a pan, it shall be of
fine flour, unleavened, mixed with
oil.

6‘You shall break it in pieces and
pour oil on it; it is a grain offering.

7‘If your offering is a grain offer-
ing baked in a jcovered pan, it shall
be made of fine flour with oil.

8‘You shall bring the grain offer-
ing that is made of these things to
the LORD. And when it is presented
to the priest, he shall bring it to the
altar.

9‘Then the priest shall take from
the grain offering a kmemorial por-
tion, and burn it on the altar. It is an
offering made by fire, a sweet aroma
to the LORD.

10‘And what is left of the grain of-
fering shall be Aaron’s and his sons’.
It is most holy of the offerings to the
LORD made by fire.

11 ‘No grain offering which you

tion to the Father’s will. The offerings which are not “sweet
aroma” offerings typify Christ as bearing the whole demer-
it of the sinner. Both are substitutional. In our place Christ,
in the burnt offering, makes good our lack of devotedness
and, in the sin offering and trespass offering, suffers be-
cause of our disobedience.

2:1 The grain offering:
(1) fine flour speaks of the evenness and balance of the

character of Christ, of that perfection in which no quality
was in excess, none lacking;

(2) fire, of His testing by suffering, even to the point of
death;

(3) frankincense, of the fragrance of His life before God
(see Ex. 30:34, note);

(4) absence of leaven, of His character as “the Truth”
(John 14:6, compare Ex. 12:8, marg.);

(5) absence of honey—His was not that mere natural
sweetness which may exist quite apart from grace;

(6) oil mixed, of Christ as born of the Holy Spirit (Matt.
1:18–23);

(7) oil on, of Christ as baptized with the Spirit (John 1:32;
6:27);

(8) the oven, of the unseen sufferings of Christ—His in-
ner agonies (Matt. 27:45–46; Heb. 2:18);

(9) the pan, of His more evident sufferings (e.g. Matt.
27:27–31); and

(10) salt, of the pungency of the truth of God—that
which arrests the action of leaven.



rifice of the peace offering an offer-
ing made by fire to the LORD. The
fat that covers the entrails and all
the gfat that is on the entrails,

4‘the two kidneys and the fat that
is on them by the flanks, and the
fatty lobe attached to the liver
above the kidneys, he shall remove;

5‘and Aaron’s hsons shall iburn it
on the altar upon the jburnt sacri-
fice, which is on the wood that is
on the fire, as an koffering made by
fire, a lsweet aroma to the LORD.

6‘If his offering as a sacrifice of a
peace offering to the LORD is of the
flock, whether male or female, he
shall offer it without blemish.

7‘If he offers a mlamb as his offer-
ing, then he shall noffer it obefore
the LORD.

8‘And he shall lay his hand on the
head of his offering, and kill it be-
fore the tabernacle of meeting; and
Aaron’s sons shall sprinkle its blood
all around on the altar.

9‘Then he shall offer from the sac-
rifice of the peace offering, as an of-
fering made by fire to the LORD, its
fat and the whole fat tail which he
shall remove close to the backbone.
And the fat that covers the entrails
and all the fat that is on the entrails,

10‘the two kidneys and the p fat
that is on them by the flanks, and
the fatty lobe attached to the liver
above the kidneys, he shall remove;

11‘and the priest shall burn them
on the altar as q food, an offering
made by fire to the LORD.

12 ‘And if his roffering is a goat,
then he shall offer it before the
LORD.

13‘He shall lay his hand on its
head and kill it before the taberna-
cle of meeting; and the sons of Aar-

bring to the LORD shall be made
with leaven, for you shall burn no
leaven nor any honey in any offer-
ing to the LORD made by fire.

(Offering of firstfruits)
12‘As for the offering of the afirst-

fruits, you shall offer them to the
LORD, but they shall not be burned
on the altar for a sweet aroma.

13‘And every offering of your
grain offering you shall season with
salt; you shall not allow the salt of
the covenant of your God to be lack-
ing from your grain offering. With
all your offerings you shall offer salt.

14‘If you offer a grain offering of
your b firstfruits to the LORD, you
shall offer for the grain offering of
your firstfruits green heads of grain
roasted on the fire, grain beaten
from full heads.

15‘And you shall put oil on it, and
lay frankincense on it. It is a grain
offering.

16‘Then the priest shall burn the
memorial portion: part of its beaten
grain and part of its oil, with all the
frankincense, as an offering made
by fire to the LORD.

Sweet aroma offerings: (3) the peace
offering (v. 1). (See Lev. 7:11–21)

3‘WHEN his offering is a csacri-
fice of a peace offering, if he of-

fers it of the herd, whether male or
female, he shall offer it without
dblemish before the LORD.

2‘And he shall e lay his hand on
the head of his offering, and kill it at
the door of the tabernacle of meet-
ing; and Aaron’s sons, the priests,
shall fsprinkle the blood all around
on the altar.

3‘Then he shall offer from the sac-

3:3

g Lev. 1:8; 3:16

3:5

h Ex. 29:27-28;
Lev. 7:28-34

i 2 Chr. 35:14

j Num. 28:3-10

k Num. 15:8-10

l Lev. 1:9

3:7

m Num. 15:4-5

n 1 Kin. 8:62

o Lev. 17:8-9

3:10

p v. 4

3:11

q Num. 28:2; Lev.
21:6,8,17

3:12

r Num. 15:6-11

2:12

a Ex. 34:22; Lev.
23:10,17

2:14

b Lev. 23:14

3:1

c Sacrifice (typi-
cal): vv. 1-17;
Lev. 4:3. (Gen.
3:15, Heb.
10:18, note)

d Lev. 22:20-24

3:2

e Lev. 1:4; 16:21;
cp. Is. 53:6

f Lev. 1:5
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Aaron: light. Moses’ brother who helped Moses speak
in the presence of Pharaoh. He became the first high
priest of Israel.

2:11 leaven. For meanings of leaven, see Matt. 13:33,
note; also Lev. 7:13, note. honey. Mere natural sweet-
ness. It could not symbolize the divine graciousness of the
Lord Jesus.

2:13 salt. Compare Num. 18:19; 2 Chr. 13:5; Ezek.
43:24; Mark 9:49–50; Col. 4:6.

3:1 peace offering. The whole work of Christ in rela-
tion to the believer’s peace is here in type. Christ (1) made

peace, Col. 1:20; (2) preached peace, Eph. 2:17; and (3) is
our peace, Eph. 2:14. In Christ, God and the sinner meet in
peace: God is propitiated, the sinner reconciled; both are
alike satisfied with what Christ has done. But all this was at
the cost of blood and fire. The details speak of fellowship.
This brings in prominently the thought of fellowship with
God through Christ. Hence the peace offering is set forth as
affording food for the priests (Lev. 7:31–34). Observe that it
is the breast (affections) and thighs (strength) on which we,
as priests (1 Pet. 2:9), feed in fellowship with the Father.
This it is which makes the peace offering especially a thank
offering (Lev. 7:11–13).



Sacrifice

1. Burnt Offering
(Hebrew olah):

(Lev. 1:3–17; 6:8–13)
A sweet aroma and a freewill
offering.
A male sheep, goat, bull, tur-
tledoves, or young pigeons.

2. Grain Offering
(Hebrew minchah):

(Lev. 2:1–16; 6:14–23)
A sweet aroma and a freewill
offering. Either:
a. Fine flour, oil, and frankin-
cense.
b. Unleavened cakes or
wafers of fine flour and oil.
c. Green heads of grain.

3. Peace Offering
(Hebrew shelem):

(Lev. 3:1–17; 22:23)
A sweet aroma and a freewill
offering.
An unblemished male or fe-
male from cattle, sheep, or
goats.
A bull or lamb could have a
limb too short.

4. Sin Offering
(Hebrew chattath):

(Lev. 4:1–35; 6:24–30)
Was not a sweet aroma and
was a required offering.
Four classes:
a. A young bull for the high
priest.
b. A young bull for the con-
gregation.
c. A male goat for a ruler.
d. A female goat or female
lamb for the common people.

5. Trespass Offering
(Hebrew asham):

(Lev. 5:1–6:7; 7:1–7)
Was not a sweet aroma and
was a required offering.
Unintentional sins against
holy things or against a
neighbor:
An unblemished ram and
restitution of value plus one
fifth.
Other sins against God:
An unblemished ram.
Poor persons could bring two
turtledoves or two young pi-
geons, and even poorer per-
sons could bring fine flour.

Method

All except skin burned on the
altar of burnt offering (Lev.
1:8; 7:8) morning and
evening (Ex. 29:38–39).
The skin was given to the
priests (Lev. 7:8).

Memorial portions of either of
the following were burned on
the altar of burnt offering:
a. Fine flour, oil, and frankin-
cense mixed (Lev. 2:1–2).
b. Cakes or wafers baked in
oven, pan, or covered pan
(Lev. 2:4–5,7).
c. Green grain roasted, mixed
with oil and frankincense
(Lev. 2:14–15).
Remaining portions eaten by
priests (Lev. 2:3, 10; 6:16–18).

Fat on entrails, on breast, and
on right thigh burned with
kidneys on the altar of burnt
offering (Lev. 3:3-4).
Priests were given right thigh
and breast (Lev. 7:31–32).
Offerer and family ate remain-
ing portions (Lev. 7:15–17).
Only peace offerings were
eaten by offerer.

Fat on entrails, along with
kidneys, was burned on the
altar of burnt offering (Lev.
4:8–10,19,26,31,35).
For the high priest or the con-
gregation, what remained of
the young bull was burned
outside the camp (Lev.
4:11–12,20–21).
For a ruler or member of the
common people, remaining
portions of the lamb or goat
were eaten by the priests in
the court of the tabernacle
(Lev. 6:26).

Fat and kidneys of the un-
blemished ram were burned
on the altar of burnt offering
(Lev. 7:3–5).
Remaining portions of the
ram were eaten by priests in a
holy place (Lev. 7:6–7).
Restitution plus one fifth was
made for trespasses against
holy things and neighbors
(Lev. 5:16; 6:5).
Birds were drained of blood.
Birds or flour were then
burned on the altar (Lev.
5:7–12).

Purpose

Denoted total surrender to
God as well as substitutionary
atonement for offerer.

Grain offerings were made to-
gether with burnt offerings as
sacrifices of thanksgiving and
devotion to God.

Right relationship and friend-
ship with God were repre-
sented by peace offerings and
celebrated at a fellowship
meal.
Peace offerings were ren-
dered as thanksgiving for di-
vine help and blessing.

The sin offering was required
for unintentional sin (Lev.
4:2).

The trespass offering was re-
quired for unintentional sin
against the Lord, against holy
things, and against neighbors
(Lev. 5:15,17; 6:2–3).

New Testament Typology

Christ’s total surrender to
God on behalf of the believer
(Heb. 12:2–3) and His empty-
ing of Himself to become sin
for the sinner (2 Cor. 5:21;
Phil. 2:6–8). Compare Lev.
1:3, note.

Christ’s sinless humanity is
denoted by absence of leaven
(Heb. 4:15).
Oil signifies Christ born of
and baptized with the Holy
Spirit (John 1:32). Compare
Lev. 2:1, note.

Believers enjoy peace with
God through Jesus Christ,
their eternal Peace Offering
(Rom. 5:1). Compare Lev.
3:1, note.

In His death Christ bore the
believer’s sin in His own
body in place of the sinner
(2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Pet. 2:24).
Compare Lev. 4:3, note.

Christ is the only remaining
sacrifice for all sin and tres-
passes (Rom. 8:3–4; 1 John
1:7). Compare Lev. 5:6, note.

THE LEVITICAL SACRIFICES



6‘The priest shall dip his finger in
the blood and sprinkle some of the
blood seven times before the LORD,
in front of the jveil of the sanctuary.

7‘And the priest shall put some of
the blood on the horns of the kaltar
of sweet incense before the LORD,
which is in the tabernacle of meet-
ing; and he shall pour the remaining
blood of the bull at the base of the
laltar of the burnt offering, which is
at the door of the tabernacle of
meeting.

8‘He shall take from it all the fat
of the bull as the sin offering. The
fat that covers the entrails and all
the fat which is on the entrails,

9‘the two kidneys and the fat that
is on them by the flanks, and the
fatty lobe attached to the liver
above the kidneys, he shall remove,

10‘as it was taken from the bull of
the sacrifice of the mpeace offering;
and the priest shall burn them on
the altar of the burnt offering.

11‘But the bull’s nhide and all its
flesh, with its head and legs, its en-
trails and offal—

12‘the whole bull he shall carry
outside the camp to a clean place,
where the ashes are poured out,
and burn it on wood with fire;
where the ashes are poured out it
shall be burned.

13 ‘Now if the owhole congrega-
tion of Israel sins unintentionally,
and the thing is hidden from the
eyes of the assembly, and they have
done something against any of the
commandments of the LORD in any-
thing which should not be done,
and are guilty;

14‘when the sin which they have

on shall sprinkle its blood all around
on the altar.

14‘Then he shall offer from it his
offering, as an offering made by fire
to the LORD. The fat that covers the
entrails and all the fat that is on the
entrails,

15‘the two kidneys and the fat
that is on them by the flanks, and
the fatty lobe attached to the liver
above the kidneys, he shall remove;

16‘and the priest shall burn them
on the altar as a food, an offering
made by fire for a sweet aroma; ball
the fat is the LORD’S.

17 ‘This shall be a perpetual
statute throughout your generations
in all your dwellings: you shall eat
neither fat nor cblood.’ ”

Non-sweet aroma offerings: (1) the
sin offering (v. 3). (See Lev. 6:25–30)

4NOW the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying,

2“Speak to the children of Israel,
saying: ‘If a person sins duninten-
tionally against any of the com-
mandments of the LORD in anything
which ought not to be done, and
does any of them,

3‘if the eanointed priest sins,
bringing guilt on the people, then
let him foffer to the LORD for his sin
which he has sinned a young bull
without gblemish as a hsin offering.

4‘He shall bring the bull to the
door of the tabernacle of meeting
before the LORD, i lay his hand on
the bull’s head, and kill the bull be-
fore the LORD.

5‘Then the anointed priest shall
take some of the bull’s blood and
bring it to the tabernacle of meeting.
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4:3 for his sin. The sin offering symbolizes Christ laden
with the believer’s sin, absolutely in the sinner’s place and
stead and not, as in the “sweet aroma” offerings, in His own
perfections. It is Christ’s death as viewed in Is. 53; Ps. 22;
Matt. 26:28; 1 Pet. 2:24; 3:18. But observe how the essential
holiness of Him who was “made sin for us” is guarded (Lev.
6:24–30; 2 Cor. 5:21). The sin offerings are expiatory, sub-
stitutional, and efficacious (vv. 12,29,35), and have in view
the vindication of the law through substitutional sacrifice.

4:12 outside the camp. Compare Ex. 29:14; Lev. 16:27;
Num. 19:3; Heb. 13:10–13. The last passage is the inter-
pretative one. The “camp” was Judaism—a religion of forms
and ceremonies. “Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanc-
tify [separate, or set apart for God] the people with His own

blood, suffered outside the gate [temple gate, that is, Juda-
ism civil and religious]” (Heb. 13:12). But how does this
sanctify, or set apart a people? “Therefore let us go forth to
Him, outside the camp [Judaism then, legalistic Christianity
now—anything religious which denies Christ as our sin of-
fering], bearing His reproach” (Heb. 13:13). The sin offer-
ing, burned outside the camp, typifies this aspect of the
death of Christ. The cross becomes a new altar in a new
place where, without the smallest merit in themselves, the
redeemed gather to offer, as believer-priests, spiritual sacri-
fices (Heb. 13:15; 1 Pet. 2:5). The bodies of the sin-offering
beasts were burned outside the camp, not because they
were unfit for a holy camp but, rather, because an unholy
camp was an unfit place for a holy sin offering.



committed becomes known, then
the assembly shall offer a young
abull for the sin, and bring it before
the tabernacle of meeting.

15‘And the elders of the congrega-
tion shall lay their hands on the
head of the bull bbefore the LORD.
Then the bull shall be killed before
the LORD.

16‘The anointed priest shall bring
some of the bull’s blood to the
tabernacle of meeting.

17‘Then the priest shall dip his
finger in the blood and sprinkle it
seven times before the LORD, in
front of the veil.

18‘And he shall put some of the
blood on the horns of the caltar
which is before the LORD, which is
in the tabernacle of meeting; and he
shall pour the remaining blood at
the base of the altar of burnt offer-
ing, which is at the door of the
tabernacle of meeting.

19‘He shall take all the fat from it
and burn it on the altar.

20‘And he shall do with the bull
as he did with the bull as a dsin of-
fering; thus he shall do with it. So
the priest shall make eatonement
for them, and it shall be fforgiven
them.

21‘Then he shall gcarry the bull
outside the camp, and burn it as he
burned the first bull. It is a sin of-
fering for the assembly.

22‘When a ruler has sinned, and
done something unintentionally
against any of the commandments
of the LORD his God in anything
which should not be done, and is
guilty,

23‘or if his sin which he has com-
mitted comes to his knowledge, he
shall bring as his offering a kid of
the goats, a male without blemish.

24‘And he shall lay his hand on
the head of the goat, and kill it at
the place where they kill the burnt
offering before the LORD. It is a sin
offering.

25‘The priest shall take some of
the blood of the sin offering with
his finger, put it on the horns of the
altar of burnt offering, and pour its
blood at the base of the altar of
burnt offering.

26‘And he shall burn all its fat on
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the altar, like the fat of the sacrifice
of the hpeace offering. So the priest
shall make iatonement for him con-
cerning his sin, and it shall be for-
given him.

27‘If anyone of the common peo-
ple sins unintentionally by doing
something against any of the com-
mandments of the LORD in anything
which ought not to be done, and is
guilty,

28‘or if his sin which he has com-
mitted comes to his knowledge,
then he shall bring as his offering a
kid of the goats, a female without
blemish, for his sin which he has
committed.

29‘And he shall lay his hand on
the head of the sin offering, and kill
the sin offering at the place of the
burnt offering.

30‘Then the priest shall take some
of its blood with his finger, put it on
the horns of the altar of burnt offer-
ing, and pour all the remaining
blood at the base of the altar.

31‘He shall remove all its fat, as
fat is removed from the sacrifice of
the jpeace offering; and the priest
shall burn it on the altar for a
ksweet aroma to the LORD. So the
priest shall make latonement for
him, and it shall be forgiven him.

32‘If he brings a lamb as his sin
offering, he shall bring a female
without blemish.

33‘Then he shall mlay his hand on
the head of the sin offering, and kill
it as a sin offering at the place
where they kill the burnt offering.

34‘The priest shall take some of
the blood of the sin offering with
his finger, put it on the horns of the
altar of burnt offering, and pour all
the remaining blood at the base of
the altar.

35‘He shall remove all its fat, as
the fat of the lamb is removed from
the sacrifice of the npeace offering.
Then the priest shall burn it on the
altar, according to the offerings
made by fire to the LORD. So the
priest shall make oatonement for his
sin that he has committed, and it
shall be forgiven him.



10‘And he shall offer the second
as a burnt offering according to the
prescribed imanner. So the priest
shall make jatonement on his behalf
for his sin which he has committed,
and it shall be kforgiven him.

11‘But if he is lnot able to bring
two turtledoves or two young pi-
geons, then he who sinned shall
bring for his offering one-tenth of an
mephah of fine flour as a sin offer-
ing. He shall put no oil on it, nor
shall he put frankincense non it, for
it is a sin offering.

12‘Then he shall bring it to the
priest, and the priest shall take his
handful of it as a memorial portion,
and burn it on the altar according to
the offerings made by fire to the
LORD. It is a sin offering.

13‘The priest shall make atone-
ment for him, for his sin that he has
committed in any of these matters;
and it shall be forgiven him. The
rest shall be the opriest’s as a grain
offering.’ ”

14Then the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying:

15“If a person commits a ptres-
pass, and sins qunintentionally in re-
gard to the holy things of the LORD,
then he shall bring to the LORD as
his trespass offering a ram without
blemish from the flocks, with your
valuation in rshekels of silver ac-
cording to the sshekel of the sanctu-
ary, as a ttrespass offering.

16“And he shall make restitution
for the harm that he has done in re-
gard to the holy thing, and shall add
uone-fifth to it and give it to the
priest. So the priest shall make
vatonement for him with the ram of
the trespass offering, and it shall be
forgiven him.

17“If a person sins, and commits
any of these things which are for-
bidden to be done by the command-
ments of the LORD, though he does
not know it, yet he is guilty and
shall bear his iniquity.

18“And he shall bring to the
priest a ram without blemish from
the flock, with your valuation, as a

Non-sweet aroma offerings: (2) the
trespass offering (v. 6).

(See Lev. 7:1–7)

5‘IF a person asins in bhearing
the utterance of an oath, and is

a witness, whether he has seen or
known of the matter—if he does
not tell it, he bears guilt.

2‘Or if a person touches any un-
clean thing, whether it is the car-
cass of an unclean beast, or the car-
cass of unclean livestock, or the
carcass of unclean creeping things,
and he is unaware of it, he also shall
be unclean and guilty.

3‘Or if he touches human un-
cleanness—whatever uncleanness
with which a man may be defiled,
and he is unaware of it—when he
realizes it, then he shall be guilty.

4‘Or if a person swears, speaking
thoughtlessly with his lips to do evil
or to do good, whatever it is that a
man may pronounce by an coath,
and he is unaware of it—when he
realizes it, then he shall be guilty in
any of these matters.

5‘And it shall be, when he is
guilty in any of these matters, that
he shall dconfess that he has sinned
in that thing;

6‘and he shall bring his trespass
offering to the LORD for his sin
which he has committed, a female
from the flock, a lamb or a kid of the
goats as a sin offering. So the priest
shall make eatonement for him con-
cerning his sin.

7‘If he is fnot able to bring a lamb,
then he shall bring to the LORD, for
his trespass which he has commit-
ted, two turtledoves or two young
pigeons: one as a sin offering and
the other as a burnt offering.

8‘And he shall bring them to the
priest, who shall offer that which is
for the sin offering first, and wring
off its head from its neck, but shall
not divide it gcompletely.

9‘Then he shall sprinkle some of
the blood of the sin offering on the
side of the altar, and the rest of the
blood shall be hdrained out at the
base of the altar. It is a sin offering.
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5:6 trespass offering. The trespass offerings (5:1—6:7
and 7:1–10) have in view the injury which sin does rather
than its guilt, which is the aspect of the sin offering. What is

due to God’s rights in every human being is here meant.
Ps. 51:4 is a perfect expression of this.



trespass offering. So the priest shall
make aatonement for him regarding
his ignorance in which he erred and
did not know it, and it shall be for-
given him.

19“It is a trespass offering; he has
certainly trespassed against the
LORD.”

The trespass offering and restitution
(v. 5; see Lev. 7:1–7)

6AND the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying:

2b“If a person sins and commits a
ctrespass dagainst the LORD by lying
to his neighbor about what was de-
livered to him for esafekeeping, or
about a pledge, or about a robbery, or
if he has extorted from his neighbor,

3“or if he has found what was flost
and lies concerning it, and swears
falsely—in any one of these things
that a man may do in which he sins:

4“then it shall be, because he has
sinned and is guilty, that he shall
grestore what he has stolen, or the
thing which he has extorted, or
what was delivered to him for safe-
keeping, or the lost thing which he
found,

5“or all that about which he has
sworn falsely. He shall restore its
full value, add hone-fifth more to it,
and give it to whomever it belongs,
on the day of his itrespass offering.

6“And he shall bring his trespass
offering to the LORD, a ram without
jblemish from the flock, with your
valuation, as a trespass offering, to
the priest.

7“So the kpriest shall make
latonement for him before the LORD,
and he shall be m forgiven for any
one of these things that he may
have done in which he trespasses.”

Law of the offerings: (1) the
burnt offering (Lev. 1:1–17)

8Then the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying,

9“Command Aaron and his sons,
saying, “This is the n law of the
burnt offering: The burnt offering
shall be on the hearth upon the al-
tar all night until morning, and the
fire of the altar shall be kept burn-
ing on it.

10‘And the priest shall put on his
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linen ogarment, and his linen
ptrousers he shall put on his body,
and take up the ashes of the burnt
offering which the fire has con-
sumed on the qaltar, and he shall
put them beside the altar.

11‘Then he shall take off his gar-
ments, put on other garments, and
carry the ashes routside the camp to
a clean place.

12‘And the fire on the altar shall
be kept burning on it; it shall not be
put out. And the priest shall burn
wood on it every morning, and lay
the burnt offering in order on it;
and he shall burn son it the fat of
the peace offerings.

13‘A fire shall always be burning
on the taltar; it shall never go out.

Law of the offerings: (2) the
grain offering (Lev. 2:1–16)

14‘This is the law of the grain of-
fering: The sons of Aaron shall offer
it on the altar before the LORD.

15‘He shall take from it his hand-
ful of the fine flour of the grain of-
fering, with its oil, and all the frank-
incense which is on the grain
offering, and shall burn it on the al-
tar for a sweet aroma, as a memori-
al to the LORD.

16‘And the remainder of it Aaron
and his sons shall eat; with uunleav-
ened bread it shall be eaten in a holy
place; in the vcourt of the tabernacle
of meeting they shall eat it.

17‘It shall not be baked with leav-
en. I have given it as their portion
of My offerings made by fire; it is
most holy, like the sin offering and
the wtrespass offering.

18‘All the males among the chil-
dren of Aaron may eat it. It shall be
a statute forever in your generations
concerning the offerings made by
fire to the LORD. Everyone who
touches them must be holy.’ ”*

19And the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying,

20“This is the offering of Aaron
and his sons, which they shall offer
to the LORD, beginning on the day
when he is xanointed: one-tenth of
an yephah of fine flour as a zdaily
grain offering, half of it in the morn-
ing and half of it at night.
*6:18 Compare Numbers 4:15 and Haggai 2:11-13



Law of the offerings: (4) the
trespass offering (Lev. 5:1—6:7)

7‘LIKEWISE this is the law of the
trespass offering (it is most holy):

2‘In the hplace where they kill the
burnt offering they shall kill the
trespass offering. And its blood he
shall sprinkle all around on the altar.

3‘And he shall offer from it all its
fat. The fat tail and the fat that cov-
ers the entrails,

4‘the two kidneys and the fat that
is on them by the flanks, and the
fatty lobe attached to the liver
above the kidneys, he shall remove;

5‘and the priest shall burn them on
the altar as an offering made by fire
to the LORD. It is a trespass offering.

6‘Every male among the priests
may eat i it. It shall be eaten in a
holy place. It is most holy.

7‘The trespass offering is like the
sin offering; there is one j law for
them both: the priest who makes
katonement with it shall have it.

8‘And the priest who offers any-
one’s burnt offering, that priest shall
have for himself the skin of the
burnt offering which he has offered.

9‘Also every grain offering that is
baked in the oven and all that is pre-
pared in the covered pan, or in a pan,
shall be the priest’s who offers it.

10‘Every grain offering, whether
mixed with oil, or dry, shall belong
to all the sons of Aaron, to one as
much as the other.

Law of the offerings: (5) the
peace offering (Lev. 3:1–17)

11‘This is the law of the sacrifice
of peace offerings which he shall of-
fer to the LORD:

12‘If he offers it for a thanksgiv-
ing, then he shall offer, with the
sacrifice of thanksgiving, unleav-

21“It shall be made in a apan with
oil. When it is mixed, you shall
bring it in. The baked pieces of the
grain offering you shall offer for a
sweet aroma to the LORD.

22“The priest from among his
sons, who is anointed in his place,
shall offer it. It is a statute forever
to the LORD. It shall be wholly
burned.

23“For every grain offering for the
priest shall be wholly burned. It
shall not be eaten.”

Law of the offerings: (3) the
sin offering (Lev. 4:1–35)

24Also the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying,

25“Speak to Aaron and to his
sons, saying, ‘This is the law of the
sin offering: In the bplace where the
burnt offering is killed, the sin offer-
ing shall be killed before the LORD.
It is most holy.

26‘The priest who offers it for sin
shall eat it. In a holy place it shall be
eaten, in the court of the tabernacle
of meeting.

27‘Everyone who touches its flesh
must be holy.* And when its blood
is sprinkled on any garment, you
shall wash that on which it was
sprinkled, in a holy place.

28‘But the earthen vessel in
which it is boiled shall be cbroken.
And if it is boiled in a bronze pot, it
shall be both scoured and rinsed in
water.

29‘All the males among the priests
may eat it. It is most holy.

30‘But no sin offering from which
any of the blood is brought into the
tabernacle of meeting, to dmake
atonement in the holy eplace,* shall
be featen. It shall be gburned in the
fire.
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*6:27 Compare Numbers 4:15 and Haggai 2:11-13
*6:30 The Most Holy Place when capitalized

7:11 peace offerings. In the regulations of the offerings,
the peace offering is taken out of its place as third of the
“sweet aroma” offerings and placed alone, and after all the
“non-sweet aroma” offerings (Lev. 1:9, note). The explana-
tion is as simple as the fact is beautiful. In revealing the of-
ferings the LORD works from Himself out to the sinner (see Ex.
25:10, note). The whole burnt offering comes first as meeting
what is due to the divine affections, and the trespass offering
last as meeting the simplest aspect of sin—its injuriousness.

But the sinner begins of necessity with that which lies nearest
to a newly awakened conscience—a sense, namely, that be-
cause of sin he is at enmity with God. His first need, there-
fore, is peace with God. And that is precisely the Gospel or-
der. Following His resurrection Christ’s first message was
“Peace” (John 20:19); afterward He showed His hands and
His side (v. 20). It is the order of 2 Cor. 5:18–21: first, “the
word of reconciliation” (v. 19); then, the trespass offerings (v.
21). Experience thus reverses the order of revelation.



ened cakes mixed with oil, aunleav-
ened wafers anointed with oil, or
cakes of blended flour mixed with
oil.

13‘Besides the cakes, as his offer-
ing he shall offer b leavened bread
with the sacrifice of thanksgiving of
his peace offering.

14‘And from it he shall offer one
cake from each offering as a heave
offering to the LORD. It shall belong
to the priest who sprinkles the
blood of the peace offering.

15‘The flesh of the sacrifice of his
peace offering for thanksgiving shall
be eaten the same day it is offered.
He shall not leave any of it until
cmorning.

16‘But if the sacrifice of his offer-
ing is a dvow or a voluntary offer-
ing, it shall be eaten the same day
that he offers his sacrifice; but on
the next day the remainder of it also
may be eaten;

17‘the remainder of the flesh of
the sacrifice on the third day must
be burned with fire.

18‘And if any of the flesh of the
sacrifice of his peace offering is eat-
en at all on the third day, it shall not
be accepted, nor shall it be imputed
to him; it shall be an abomination to
him who offers it, and the person
who eats of it shall bear guilt.

19‘The flesh that touches any un-
clean thing shall not be eaten. It
shall be burned with fire. And as for
the clean flesh, all who are clean
may eat of it.

20‘But the person who eats the
flesh of the sacrifice of the peace of-
fering that belongs to the eLORD,
while he is funclean, that person
shall be gcut off from his people.

21‘Moreover the hperson who
touches any unclean thing, such as
human uncleanness, an unclean an-
imal, or any abominable unclean
thing,* and who eats the flesh of the
sacrifice of the peace offering that
belongs to the LORD, that person
shall be cut off from his people.’ ”
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22And the LORD spoke to Moses,

saying,
23“Speak to the children of Israel,

saying: ‘You shall not eat any ifat, of
ox or sheep or goat.

24‘And the fat of an animal that
dies naturally, and the fat of what is
torn by wild beasts, may be used in
any other way; but you shall by no
jmeans eat it.

25‘For whoever eats the fat of the
animal of which men offer an offer-
ing made by fire to the LORD, the
person who eats it shall be cut off
from his people.

26‘Moreover you shall not eat any
kblood in any of your dwellings,
whether of bird or beast.

27‘Whoever eats any blood, that
person shall be lcut off from his peo-
ple.’ ”

28Then the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying,

29“Speak to the children of Israel,
saying: ‘He who offers the sacrifice
of his peace offering to the LORD shall
bring his offering to the LORD from
the sacrifice of his peace offering.

30‘His own hands shall bring the
offerings made by fire to the LORD.
The fat with the breast he shall
bring, that the breast may be waved
as a mwave offering before the LORD.

31‘And the priest shall burn the
fat on the altar, but the breast shall
be Aaron’s and his nsons’.

32‘Also the right thigh you shall
give to the opriest as a heave offer-
ing from the sacrifices of your peace
offerings.

33‘He among the sons of Aaron,
who offers the blood of the peace of-
fering and the fat, shall have the
right thigh for his part.

34‘For the breast of the wave of-
fering and the thigh of the heave of-
fering I have taken from the chil-
dren of Israel, from the sacrifices of
their peace offerings, and I have giv-
*7:21 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and
Vulgate; Samaritan Pentateuch, Syriac, and Targum
read swarming thing (compare 5:2).

7:13 leavened bread. The use of leaven here is signifi-
cant. Peace with God is something which the believer
shares with God. Christ is our peace offering (Eph.
2:13–18). Any thanksgiving for peace must, first of all, pre-
sent Him. In v. 12 this is seen, in type, and so leaven is ex-

cluded. In v. 13 it is the offerer who gives thanks for his
participation in the peace; so leaven fitly signifies that, al-
though he has peace with God through the work of anoth-
er, the offerer still has evil in him. This is illustrated in
Amos 4:5, where the evil in Israel is before God.



Consecration: (2) the high
priest clothed

7And he mput the tunic on him,
girded him with the sash, clothed
him with the robe, and put the
ephod on him; and he girded him
with the intricately woven band of
the ephod, and with it tied the
ephod on him.

8Then he put the breastplate on
him, and he put the Urim and the
Thummim in the breastplate.

9And he put the turban on his
head. Also on the n turban, on its
front, he put the golden plate, the
holy crown, as the LORD had com-
manded Moses.

Consecration: (3) the high
priest’s anointing

10Also Moses took the anointing
oil, and anointed the tabernacle and
all that was in it, and oconsecrated
them.

11He sprinkled some of it on the
altar seven times, anointed the altar
and all its utensils, and the laver
and its base, to consecrate them.

12And he poured some of the
anointing oil on Aaron’s phead and
anointed him, to qconsecrate him.

Consecration: (4) the priests
clothed (cp. Rom. 13:14)

13Then Moses brought Aaron’s
sons and put tunics on them, girded
them with sashes, and put hats on
them, as the LORD had commanded
Moses.

Consecration: (5) the offerings
14And he brought the bull for the

sin offering. Then Aaron and his
sons laid their hands on the head of
the bull for the sin offering,

15and Moses killed it. Then he
took the blood, and put some on the
horns of the altar all around with
his finger, and purified the altar.

en them to Aaron the priest and to
his sons from the children of Israel
by a statute forever.’ ”

35This is the aconsecrated portion
for Aaron and his sons, from the of-
ferings made by fire to the LORD, on
the day when Moses presented them
to minister to the LORD as priests.

36The LORD commanded this to
be given to them by the children of
Israel, on the day that bHe anointed
them, by a statute forever through-
out their generations.

37This is the claw of the burnt of-
fering, the grain offering, the sin of-
fering, the trespass offering, the
dconsecrations, and the sacrifice of
the peace offering,

38which the LORD commanded
Moses on Mount Sinai, on the day
when He ecommanded the children
of Israel to offer their offerings to
the LORD in the Wilderness of Sinai.

II. Consecration of Aaron and
His Sons, 8—10

8AND the LORD spoke to Moses,
fsaying:

2“Take Aaron and his sons with
him, and the ggarments, h the
anointing oil, a ibull as the sin offer-
ing, two jrams, and a basket of kun-
leavened bread;

3“and gather all the congregation
together at the door of the taberna-
cle of meeting.”

4So Moses did as the LORD com-
manded him. And the congregation
was gathered together at the door of
the tabernacle of meeting.

5And Moses said to the congrega-
tion, “This is what the LORD com-
manded to be done.”

Consecration: (1) cleansing
(Eph. 5:25–27; John 13:3–10)

6Then Moses brought Aaron and
his sons and lwashed them with wa-
ter.
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8:2 Aaron and his sons. The priests did not consecrate
themselves, but all was done by another, in this instance
Moses acting for the LORD. The priests simply presented
their bodies in the sense of Rom. 12:1.

8:8 the Urim and the Thummim. Urim, lights; Thum-
mim, perfections. See Ex. 28:30, note.

8:12 anointing oil. Two important distinctions are made in
the case of the high priest, thus confirming his typical relation

to Christ, the antitype: (1) Aaron is anointed before the sacri-
fices are slain, whereas in the case of the priests the applica-
tion of blood precedes the anointing. Christ the sinless One re-
quired no preparation for receiving the anointing oil, a symbol
of the Holy Spirit. And (2) upon the high priest only was the
anointing oil poured. “God does not give the Spirit by mea-
sure” (John 3:34). “God, Your God, has anointed You with the
oil of gladness more than Your companions” (Heb. 1:9).



And he poured the blood at the base
of the aaltar, and bconsecrated it, to
make atonement for it.

16Then he took all the fat that
was on the entrails, the fatty lobe
attached to the liver, and the two
kidneys with their fat, and Moses
burned them on the altar.

17But the bull, its hide, its flesh,
and its offal, he cburned with fire
doutside the camp, as the LORD had
commanded Moses.

18Then he brought the ram as the
burnt offering. And Aaron and his
sons laid their hands on the head of
the ram,

19and Moses killed it. Then he
sprinkled the blood all around on
the altar.

20And he cut the ram into pieces;
and Moses eburned the head, the
pieces, and the fat.

21Then he washed the entrails
and the legs in water. And Moses
burned the whole ram on the altar.
It was a burnt sacrifice for a sweet
aroma, an offering made by fire to
the LORD, as the LORD had com-
manded Moses.

Consecration: (6) the blood applied
22And he brought the fsecond

ram, the ram of consecration. Then
Aaron and his sons laid their hands
on the head of the ram,

23and Moses killed it. Also he
took some of its gblood and put it
on the tip of Aaron’s right ear, on
the thumb of his right hand, and on
the big toe of his right foot.

24Then he brought Aaron’s sons.
And Moses put some of the hblood
on the tips of their right ears, on the
thumbs of their right hands, and on
the big toes of their right feet. And
Moses isprinkled the blood all
around on the altar.

25Then he jtook the fat and the fat
tail, all the fat that was on the en-
trails, the fatty lobe attached to the
liver, the two kidneys and their fat,
and the right thigh;

26and from the basket of unleav-
ened bread that was before the
LORD he took one unleavened cake,
a cake of bread anointed with oil,
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and one wafer, and put them on the
fat and on the right thigh;

Consecration: (7) the hands filled
27and he put all these in Aaron’s

khands and in his sons’ hands, and
lwaved them as a wave offering be-
fore the LORD.

28Then Moses took them from
their hands and burned them on the
altar, on the burnt offering. They
were consecration offerings for a
sweet aroma. That was an offering
made by fire to the LORD.

29And mMoses took the nbreast
and waved it as a wave offering be-
fore the LORD. It was Moses’ part of
the ram of consecration, as the LORD
had commanded Moses.

Consecration: (8) the anointing
of the priests

30Then Moses took some of the
anointing oil and some of the blood
which was on the altar, and sprin-
kled it on Aaron, on his garments, on
his sons, and on the garments of his
sons with him; and he consecrated
Aaron, his garments, his sons, and
the garments of his sons with him.

Consecration: (9) the food of the
priests (see Ex. 29:26 and refs.)

31And Moses said to Aaron and
his sons, “Boil the flesh at the door
of the tabernacle of meeting, and
eat it there with the bread that is in
the basket of consecration offerings,
as I ocommanded, saying, ‘Aaron
and his sons shall eat it.’

32“What remains of the flesh and
of the bread you shall burn with fire.

Consecration: (10) the priests
separated to God

33“And you shall not go outside
the door of the tabernacle of meet-
ing for seven days, until the days of
your consecration are ended. For
seven days he shall consecrate pyou.

34“As he has done this day, so the
LORD has commanded to do, to
make qatonement for you.

35“Therefore you shall stay at the
door of the tabernacle of meeting
day and night for seven days, and

8:15 atonement. Hebrew kaphar, to cover. See Lev. 16:6, note; compare Ex. 29:33, note.



ing; and Aaron’s sons presented to
him the blood, which he sprinkled
all around on the altar.

13Then they presented the burnt
offering to him, with its pieces and
head, and he burned them on the
altar.

14And he washed the entrails and
the legs, and burned them with the
burnt offering on the altar.

15Then he brought the people’s
offering, and took the goat, which
was the sin offering for the people,
and killed it and offered it for sin,
like the first one.

16And he brought the burnt offer-
ing and offered it according to the
prescribed hmanner.

17Then he brought the grain of-
fering, took a handful of it, and
burned it on the altar, besides the
burnt sacrifice of the morning.

18He also killed the bull and the
ram as sacrifices of peace offerings,
which were for the people. And
Aaron’s sons presented to him the
blood, which he sprinkled all
around on the altar,

19and the fat from the bull and
the ram—the fatty tail, what covers
the entrails and the kidneys, and
the fatty lobe attached to the liver;

20and they put the fat on the
breasts. Then he burned the fat on
the altar;

21but the breasts and the right
thigh Aaron waved as a wave offer-
ing before the LORD, as Moses had
commanded.

22Then Aaron ilifted his hand to-
ward the people, blessed them, and
came down from offering the sin of-
fering, the burnt offering, and peace
offerings.

23And Moses and Aaron went
into the tabernacle of meeting, and
came out and blessed the people.
Then the glory of the LORD appeared
to all the people,

24and fire came out from before
the jLORD and consumed the burnt
offering and the fat on the altar.
When all the people saw it, they
kshouted and fell on their lfaces.

Profane fire of Nadab and Abihu

10THEN Nadab and Abihu, the
sons of Aaron, each took his

keep the acharge of the LORD, so
that you may not die; for so I have
been commanded.”

36So Aaron and his sons did all
the things that the LORD had com-
manded by the hand of Moses.

Priests begin their ministry

9IT came to pass on the beighth
day that Moses called Aaron and

his sons and the elders of Israel.
2And he said to Aaron, “Take for

yourself a young cbull as a sin offer-
ing and a ram as a burnt offering,
without blemish, and offer them be-
fore the LORD.

3“And to the children of Israel
you shall speak, saying, ‘Take a dkid
of the goats as a sin offering, and a
calf and a lamb, both of the first
year, without blemish, as a burnt of-
fering,

4‘also a bull and a ram as peace
offerings, to sacrifice before the
LORD, and a grain offering mixed
with oil; for today the LORD will ap-
pear to you.’ ”

5So they brought what Moses
commanded before the tabernacle
of meeting. And all the congrega-
tion drew near and stood before the
LORD.

6Then Moses said, “This is the
thing which the LORD commanded
you to do, and the glory of the LORD
will appear to you.”

7And Moses said to Aaron, “Go to
the altar, offer your sin offering and
your burnt offering, and make
eatonement for yourself and for the
people. Offer the offering of the
people, and make atonement for
them, as the LORD commanded.”

8Aaron therefore went to the altar
and killed the calf of the sin offer-
ing, which was for fhimself.

9Then the sons of Aaron brought
the gblood to him. And he dipped
his finger in the blood, put it on the
horns of the altar, and poured the
blood at the base of the altar.

10But the fat, the kidneys, and the
fatty lobe from the liver of the sin
offering he burned on the altar, as
the LORD had commanded Moses.

11The flesh and the hide he
burned with fire outside the camp.

12And he killed the burnt offer-
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censer and put fire in it, put incense
on it, and offered aprofane fire be-
fore the LORD, which He had not
commanded them.

2So bfire went out from the LORD
and devoured them, and they cdied
before the LORD.

3And Moses said to Aaron, “This
is what the LORD spoke, saying:

‘By those who come near Me
I must be regarded as dholy;
And before all the people
I must be glorified.’ ”

So Aaron held his peace.
4Then Moses called Mishael and

Elzaphan, the sons of Uzziel the un-
cle of Aaron, and said to them,
“Come near, ecarry your brethren
from before the sanctuary out of the
camp.”

5So they went near and carried
them by their tunics out of the
camp, as Moses had said.

Three prohibitions (vv. 6,7,9)
and further instructions

6And Moses said to Aaron, and to
Eleazar and Ithamar, his sons, “Do
not uncover your heads nor tear
your clothes, lest you die, and
fwrath come upon all the people.
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But let your brethren, the whole
house of Israel, bewail the burning
which the LORD has kindled.

7“You shall gnot go out from the
door of the tabernacle of meeting,
lest you die, for the anointing oil of
the LORD is upon you.” And they did
according to the word of Moses.

8Then the LORD spoke to Aaron,
saying:

9“Do not drink wine or intoxicat-
ing hdrink, you, nor your sons with
you, when you go into the taberna-
cle of meeting, lest you die. It shall
be a statute forever throughout your
generations,

10“that you may idistinguish be-
tween holy and unholy, and be-
tween unclean and clean,

11“and that you may teach the
children of Israel all the statutes
which the LORD has spoken to them
by the hand of Moses.”

12And Moses spoke to Aaron, and
to Eleazar and Ithamar, his sons
who were left: “Take the grain of-
fering that remains of the offerings
made by fire to the LORD, and eat it
without jleaven beside the altar; for
it is most holy.

13“You shall eat it in a kholy place,
because it is your due and your sons’

Nadab and Abihu: liberal/God is my father. The sons
of Aaron who were consumed by fire for offering
unauthorized fire before the LORD.

10:1 profane fire. Fire “from before the LORD” (Lev.
9:24) had kindled upon the altar of burnt offering the flame
which the priests were to keep alive (Lev. 6:12–13). No
commandment had yet been given how the incense should
be kindled (compare Lev. 16:12–13). The sin of Nadab and
Abihu was in acting in the things of God without seeking

the mind of God. It was “self-imposed religion” which of-
ten has “an appearance of wisdom” (Col. 2:23).

10:4 Mishael. Literally who belongs to God. Elzaphan.
Literally God has protected. Uzziel. Literally my strength
is God.

Eleazar and Ithamar: whom God aids/island of palms.
Aaron’s two sons who took over the priestly duties af-
ter the deaths of Nadab and Abihu.

10:9ff REGULATIONS FOR THE PRIESTS

Priests must never drink wine or any alcohol (Leviticus 10:9).
Priests must make and eat bread without leaven from the flour of the grain offering (Leviticus 10:12).
Priests must eat the choice cuts of meat from the animal sacrifices (Leviticus 10:14).
Priests must never touch a dead body except for the corpses of their immediate family (Leviticus 21:1–4).
High priests must never touch any dead body (Leviticus 21:10–11).
Priest must never shave their heads or trim their beards or cut themselves to show they are in mourning (Leviticus 21:5).
Priests should never marry a divorced woman or one who has been a temple prostitute (Leviticus 21:7).
Priests must burn their daughters to death if they become temple prostitutes (Leviticus 21:9).
High priests must marry a virgin from their own tribe (Leviticus 21:14).
Priests must have perfectly formed bodies and features to serve as a priest. No one whose body is deformed, disfigured
or diseased may serve (Leviticus 21:18–20).



2“Speak to the children of Israel,
saying, ‘These are the animals
which you may eat among all the
animals that are on the earth:

3‘Among the animals, whatever
divides the hoof, having cloven
hooves and chewing the cud—that
you may eat.

4‘Nevertheless these you shall
inot eat among those that chew the
cud or those that have cloven
hooves: the camel, because it chews
the cud but does not have cloven
hooves, is unclean to you;

5‘the rock hyrax, because it
chews the cud but does not have
cloven hooves, is unclean to you;

6‘the hare, because it chews the
cud but does not have cloven
hooves, is unclean to you;

7‘and the jswine, though it di-
vides the hoof, having cloven
hooves, yet does not chew the cud,
is unclean to you.

8‘Their flesh you shall not eat,
and their carcasses you shall not
touch. They are unclean to you.

9‘These you may eat of all that are
in the water: whatever in the water
has fins and scales, whether in the
seas or in the rivers—that you may
eat.

10‘But all in the seas or in the
rivers that do not have fins and
scales, all that move in the water or
any living thing which is in the wa-
ter, they are an kabomination to you.

11‘They shall be an abomination
to you; you shall not eat their flesh,
but you shall regard their carcasses
as an abomination.

12‘Whatever in the water does
not have fins or scales—that shall
be an abomination to you.

13‘And these you shall regard as
an abomination among the birds;
they shall not be eaten, they are an
labomination: the eagle, the vul-
ture, the buzzard,

due, of the sacrifices made by fire to
the LORD; for so I have been com-
manded.

14“The breast of the wave offer-
ing and the thigh of the heave offer-
ing you shall eat in a clean place,
you, your sons, and your adaughters
with you; for they are your due and
your sons’ bdue, which are given
from the sacrifices of peace offer-
ings of the children of Israel.

15“The thigh of the heave offering
and the breast of the wave offering
they shall bring with the offerings
of fat made by fire, to offer as a
wave offering before the LORD. And
it shall be yours and your sons’ with
you, by a statute forever, as the
LORD has commanded.”

16Then Moses made careful inquiry
about the goat of the sin offering, and
there it was—burned up. And he was
angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, the
sons of Aaron who were left, saying,

17“Why have you not ceaten the
sin offering in a holy place, since it
is most holy, and God has given it to
you to dbear the guilt of the congre-
gation, to make eatonement for
them before the LORD?

18“See! Its blood was not brought
inside the fholy place;* indeed you
should have eaten it in a holy place,
as I commanded.”

19And Aaron said to Moses, “Look,
this day they have offered their sin
offering and their burnt offering be-
fore the LORD, and such things have
befallen me! If I had eaten the sin of-
fering today, would it have been gac-
cepted in the sight of the LORD?”

20So when Moses heard that, he
was content.

III. Laws of Cleanliness and
Holiness, 11—15; 17—22

A holy God—a holy people: (1) their food

11NOW the LORD hspoke to Mo-
ses and Aaron, saying to them,

11:4

i Cp. Acts 10:14

11:7

j Cp. Mark 5:1-17

11:10

k Lev. 7:21

11:13

l Is. 66:17

10:14

a Cp. Lev. 22:13

b Lev. 7:30-34

10:17

c Lev. 6:24-30

d Ex. 28:38; Lev.
22:16; Num.
18:1

e See Lev. 16:6,
note

10:18

f Lev. 6:26,30

10:19

g Is. 1:11,15; Jer.
6:20; 14:12;
Hos. 9:4; Mal.
1:10,13

11:1

h vv. 1-47, cp.
Deut. 14:3-20

164 LEVITICUS 10:14—11:13

*10:18 The Most Holy Place when capitalized

11:2 These are the animals. The dietary regulations of
the covenant people must be regarded primarily as sani-
tary. Israel, it must be remembered, was a nation living on
the earth under a theocratic government. Of necessity the
divine legislation concerned itself with the social as well as
the religious life of that people. To force upon every word
of that legislation a typical meaning is to strain 1 Cor.

10:1–11 and Heb. 9:23–24 beyond all reasonable interpre-
tation.

11:6 hare. Hebrew arnebeth is an unidentified animal,
apparently not equivalent to the English hare. The sup-
posed error in the text is due entirely to the translators’ as-
sumption that the English hare and the ancient arnebeth
were identical.



14‘the kite, and the falcon after its
kind;

15‘every raven after its kind,
16‘the ostrich, the short-eared

owl, the sea gull, and the hawk after
its kind;

17‘the little owl, the fisher owl,
and the screech owl;

18‘the white owl, the jackdaw,
and the carrion vulture;

19‘the stork, the heron after its
kind, the hoopoe, and the bat.

20‘All flying insects that creep on
all fours shall be an abomination to
you.

21‘Yet these you may eat of every
flying insect that creeps on all fours:
those which have jointed legs above
their feet with which to leap on the
earth.

22‘These you may eat: the alocust
after its kind, the destroying locust
after its kind, the cricket after its
kind, and the grasshopper after its
kind.

23‘But all other flying insects
which have b four feet shall be an
abomination to you.

24‘By these you shall become un-
clean; whoever ctouches the carcass
of any of them shall be unclean until
evening;

25‘whoever carries part of the car-
cass of any of them shall dwash his
clothes and be unclean until evening:

26‘The carcass of any animal
which divides the foot, but is not
cloven-hoofed or does not chew the
cud, is unclean to you. Everyone
who touches it shall be unclean.

27‘And whatever goes on its paws,
among all kinds of animals that go
on all fours, those are unclean to
you. Whoever touches any such car-
cass shall be unclean until evening.

28‘Whoever carries any such car-
cass shall ewash his clothes and be
unclean until evening. It is unclean
to you.

29‘These also shall be unclean to
you among the creeping things that
creep on the earth: the mole, the
fmouse, and the large lizard after its
kind;

30‘the gecko, the monitor lizard,
the sand reptile, the sand lizard,
and the chameleon.

31‘These are unclean to you
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among all that creep. Whoever
gtouches them when they are dead
shall be unclean until evening.

32‘Anything on which any of
them falls, when they are dead shall
be unclean, whether it is any hitem
of wood or clothing or skin or sack,
whatever item it is, in which any
work is done, it must be put in wa-
ter. And it shall be unclean until
evening; then it shall be clean.

33‘Any iearthen vessel into which
any of them falls you shall jbreak;
and whatever is in it shall be un-
clean:

34‘in such a vessel, any edible food
upon which water falls becomes un-
clean, and any drink that may be
drunk from it becomes unclean.

35‘And everything on which a
part of any such carcass falls shall be
unclean; whether it is an oven or

11:2ff CLEAN AND 
UNCLEAN ANIMALS

The general rule was that the Israelites could eat any land
animal that had both divided hoofs and chewed the cud;
or any water animal that had fins and scales. See the list-
ings in Leviticus 11:1–47 and Deuteronomy 14:3–20.

Clean Creatures Unclean Creatures
cattle camels
sheep rock badgers
lambs rabbits
goats pigs

wild sheep lizards
wild goats weasels
gazelles eels

antelopes shell fish
deer catfish
fish eagles

most birds vultures
quail falcons
doves kites

pigeons ravens
locusts ostriches
crickets owls

grasshoppers sea gulls
katydids hawks

pelicans
osprey

cormorants
storks
herons

hoopoes
bats

swarming insects



A holy God—a holy people: (2) the
law of motherhood (Ps. 51:5; John 3:6)

12THEN the LORD spoke to Mo-
ses, saying,

2“Speak to the children of Israel,
saying: ‘If a woman has conceived,
and borne a male child, then she
shall be unclean gseven days; as in
the days of her hcustomary impurity
she shall be unclean.

3‘And on the eighth day the flesh
of his foreskin shall be icircumcised.

4‘She shall then continue in the
blood of her purification thirty-three
days. She shall not touch any hal-
lowed thing, nor come into the
sanctuary until the days of her pu-
rification are fulfilled.

5‘But if she bears a female child,
then she shall be unclean two
weeks, as in her customary impurity,
and she shall continue in the blood
of her purification sixty-six days.

6‘When the days of her purification
are fulfilled, whether for a son or a
daughter, she shall bring to the priest
a jlamb of the first year as a burnt of-
fering, and a young pigeon or a tur-
tledove as a ksin offering, to the door
of the tabernacle of meeting.

7‘Then he shall offer it before the
LORD, and make latonement for her.
And she shall be clean from the flow
of her blood. This is the law for her
who has borne a male or a female.

8‘And if she is not mable to bring
a lamb, then she may bring two
n turtledoves or two young opi-
geons—one as a burnt offering and
the other as a sin offering. So the
priest shall make patonement for
her, and she will be clean.’ ”

A holy God—a holy people:
(3) leprosy—type of sin as in

Rom. 6:12–14; 1 John 1:8

13AND the LORD spoke to Mo-
ses and Aaron, saying:

2“When a man has on the skin of
his body a qswelling, a scab, or a
bright spot, and it becomes on the
skin of his body like a leprous* sore,
then he shall be brought to Aaron

cooking stove, it shall be broken
down; for they are unclean, and
shall be unclean to you.

36‘Nevertheless a spring or a cis-
tern, in which there is plenty of wa-
ter, shall be clean, but whatever
touches any such carcass becomes
unclean.

37‘And if a part of any such car-
cass falls on any planting seed which
is to be sown, it remains clean.

38‘But if water is put on the seed,
and if a part of any such carcass falls
on it, it becomes unclean to you.

39 ‘And if any animal which you
may eat dies, he who touches its car-
cass shall be aunclean until evening.

40‘He who beats of its carcass shall
wash his clothes and be unclean un-
til evening. He also who carries its
carcass shall wash his clothes and be
unclean until evening.

41‘And every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth shall be an
abomination. It shall not be eaten.

42‘Whatever crawls on its belly,
whatever goes on all fours, or what-
ever has many feet among all creep-
ing things that creep on the earth—
these you shall not eat, for they are
an abomination.

43‘You shall not make yourselves
abominable with any creeping thing
that creeps; nor shall you make
yourselves unclean with them, lest
you be defiled by them.

44‘For I am the LORD your cGod.
You shall therefore consecrate your-
selves, and you shall be holy; for I
am dholy. Neither shall you defile
yourselves with any creeping thing
that creeps on the earth.

45‘For I am the LORD who brings
you up out of the land of Egypt, to
be your eGod. You shall therefore be
holy, for I am holy.

46‘This is the law of the animals
and the birds and every living crea-
ture that moves in the waters, and
of every creature that creeps on the
earth,

47‘to fdistinguish between the un-
clean and the clean, and between
the animal that may be eaten and
the animal that may not be eaten.’ ”
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*13:2 Hebrew saraath, disfiguring skin diseases,
including leprosy, and so in verses 2-46 and 14:1-32

12:3 eighth day. Luke 2:21–24, with vv. 3–4 shows that
our Lord was presented at the temple after forty days (7

plus 33). The poverty of Joseph and Mary is emhasized by
the offering of turtledoves (v. 8).



the apriest or to one of his sons the
priests.

3“The priest shall examine the
sore on the skin of the body; and if
the hair on the sore has turned
white, and the sore appears to be
deeper than the skin of his body, it
is a leprous sore. Then the priest
shall examine him, and pronounce
him unclean.

4“But if the bright spot is white
on the skin of his body, and does not
appear to be deeper than the skin,
and its hair has not turned white,
then the priest shall isolate the one
who has the sore bseven days.

5“And the priest shall examine
him on the seventh day; and indeed
if the sore appears to be as it was,
and the sore has not spread on the
skin, then the priest shall isolate
him another seven days.

6“Then the priest shall examine
him again on the seventh day; and
indeed if the sore has faded, and the
sore has not spread on the skin,
then the priest shall pronounce him
clean; it is only a scab, and he shall
cwash his clothes and be clean.

7“But if the scab should at all
spread over the skin, after he has
been seen by the priest for his
cleansing, he shall be seen by the
priest again.

8“And if the priest sees that the
scab has indeed spread on the skin,
then the priest shall pronounce him
unclean. It is leprosy.

9“When the leprous sore is on a
person, then he shall be brought to
the priest.

10d“And the priest shall examine
him; and indeed if the swelling on
the skin is white, and it has turned
the hair white, and there is a spot of
raw flesh in the swelling,

11“it is an old leprosy on the skin
of his body. The priest shall pro-
nounce him unclean, and shall not
isolate him, for he is unclean.

12“And if leprosy breaks out all
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over the skin, and the leprosy cov-
ers all the skin of the one who has
the sore, from his head to his foot,
wherever the priest looks,

13“then the priest shall consider;
and indeed if the leprosy has cov-
ered all his body, he shall pro-
nounce him clean who has the sore.
It has all turned ewhite. He is clean.

14“But when raw flesh appears on
him, he shall be unclean.

15“And the priest shall examine
the raw flesh and pronounce him to
be unclean; for the raw flesh is un-
clean. It is leprosy.

16“Or if the raw flesh changes
and turns white again, he shall
come to the priest.

17“And the priest shall examine
him; and indeed if the sore has
turned white, then the priest shall
pronounce him clean who has the
sore. He is clean.

18“If the body develops a boil in
the skin, and it is healed,

19“and in the place of the boil
there comes a white swelling or a
bright spot, reddish-white, then it
shall be shown to the priest;

20“and if, when the priest sees it,
it indeed appears deeper than the
skin, and its hair has turned white,
the priest shall pronounce him un-
clean. It is a leprous sore which has
broken out of the boil.

21“But if the priest examines it,
and indeed there are no white hairs
in it, and it is not deeper than the
skin, but has faded, then the priest
shall isolate him seven days;

22“and if it should at all spread
over the skin, then the priest shall
pronounce him unclean. It is a lep-
rous sore.

23“But if the bright spot stays in
one place, and has not spread, it is
the scar of the boil; and the priest
shall pronounce him clean.

24“Or if the body receives a fburn
on its skin by fire, and the raw flesh

13:2 leprous sore. Medically considered, the symptoms
described in chs. 13—14 are not those of the disease known
today as leprosy, more accurately called “Hansen’s disease,”
a malady now amenable to treatment. Leprosy in the Bible,
as in Num. 12:10–15; 2 Kin. 5; Luke 5:12–14; and in parts of
these two chapters in Leviticus, was something much worse.

Leprosy in the Bible speaks of sin as (1) becoming overt
in loathsome ways; and (2) as incurable by human means.
The antitype as applied to the people of God is “sin,” de-
manding self-judgment (1 Cor. 11:31); and “sins,” de-
manding confession and cleansing (1 John 1:9).



pronounce him clean. He shall wash
his clothes and be clean.

35“But if the scale should at all
cspread over the skin after his cleans-
ing,

36“then the priest shall examine
him; and indeed if the scale has
spread over the skin, the priest
need not seek for yellow hair. He is
unclean.

37“But if the scale appears to be at
a standstill, and there is black hair
grown up in it, the scale has healed.
He is clean, and the priest shall pro-
nounce him clean.

38“If a man or a woman has
bright spots on the skin of the body,
specifically white bright spots,

39“then the priest shall look; and
indeed if the bright spots on the
skin of the body are dull white, it is
a white spot that grows on the skin.
He is clean.

40“As for the man whose hair has
fallen from his head, he is bald, but
he is clean.

41“He whose hair has fallen from
his forehead, he is bald on the fore-
head, but he is clean.

42“And if there is on the bald head
or bald dforehead a reddish-white
sore, it is leprosy breaking out on his
bald head or his bald forehead.

43“Then the priest shall examine
it; and indeed if the swelling of the
sore is reddish-white on his bald
head or on his bald forehead, as the
appearance of leprosy on the skin of
the body,

44“he is a leprous man. He is un-
clean. The priest shall surely pro-
nounce him unclean; his sore is on
his ehead.

45“Now the leper on whom the
sore is, his clothes shall be torn and
his head fbare; and he shall cover
his gmustache, and cry, h‘Unclean!
Unclean!’

46“He shall be unclean. All the
days he has the sore he shall be un-
clean. He is unclean, and he shall
dwell ialone; his dwelling shall be
joutside the camp.

47“Also, if a garment has a lep-
rous plague in it, whether it is a
woolen garment or a linen garment,

of the burn becomes a bright spot,
reddish-white or white,

25“then the priest shall examine
it; and indeed if the hair of the
bright spot has turned white, and it
appears deeper than the skin, it is
leprosy broken out in the burn.
Therefore the priest shall pronounce
him unclean. It is a leprous sore.

26“But if the priest examines it,
and indeed there are no white hairs
in the bright spot, and it is not
deeper than the skin, but has faded,
then the priest shall isolate him sev-
en days.

27“And the priest shall examine
him on the seventh day. If it has at
all spread over the skin, then the
priest shall pronounce him unclean.
It is a leprous sore.

28“But if the bright spot stays in
one place, and has not spread on
the skin, but has faded, it is a
swelling from the burn. The priest
shall pronounce him clean, for it is
the scar from the burn.

29“If a man or woman has a asore
on the head or the beard,

30“then the priest shall examine
the sore; and indeed if it appears
deeper than the skin, and there is in
it thin yellow hair, then the priest
shall pronounce him unclean. It is a
scaly leprosy of the head or beard.

31“But if the priest examines the
scaly sore, and indeed it does not
appear deeper than the skin, and
there is no black hair in it, then the
priest shall isolate the one who has
the scale bseven days.

32“And on the seventh day the
priest shall examine the sore; and
indeed if the scale has not spread,
and there is no yellow hair in it, and
the scale does not appear deeper
than the skin,

33“he shall shave himself, but the
scale he shall not shave. And the
priest shall isolate the one who has
the scale another seven days.

34“On the seventh day the priest
shall examine the scale; and indeed
if the scale has not spread over the
skin, and does not appear deeper
than the skin, then the priest shall
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13:47 leprous plague. This may also refer to other kinds of mold or fungus. See also Lev. 13:2, note.



48“whether it is in the warp or
woof of linen or wool, whether in
leather or in anything made of
leather,

49“and if the plague is greenish or
reddish in the garment or in the
leather, whether in the warp or in
the woof, or in anything made of
leather, it is a leprous plague and
shall be shown to the priest.

50“The priest shall examine the
plague and isolate that which has
the plague seven days.

51“And he shall examine the
plague on the seventh day. If the
plague has spread in the garment,
either in the warp or in the woof, in
the leather or in anything made of
leather, the plague is an aactive lep-
rosy. It is unclean.

52“He shall therefore burn that
garment in which is the plague,
whether warp or woof, in wool or
in linen, or anything of leather, for
it is an active leprosy; the garment
shall be burned in the fire.

53“But if the priest examines it,
and indeed the plague has not
spread in the garment, either in the
warp or in the woof, or in anything
made of leather,

54“then the priest shall command
that they wash the thing in which is
the plague; and he shall isolate it an-
other seven days.

55“Then the priest shall examine
the plague after it has been washed;
and indeed if the plague has not
changed its color, though the plague
has not spread, it is unclean, and
you shall burn it in the fire; it con-
tinues eating away, whether the
damage is outside or inside.

56“If the priest examines it, and
indeed the plague has faded after
washing it, then he shall tear it out
of the garment, whether out of the
warp or out of the woof, or out of
the leather.

57“But if it appears again in the
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garment, either in the warp or in
the woof, or in anything made of
leather, it is a spreading plague; you
shall burn with fire that in which is
the plague.

58“And if you wash the garment,
either warp or woof, or whatever is
made of leather, if the plague has
disappeared from it, then it shall be
washed a second time, and shall be
clean.

59“This is the law of the leprous
plague in a garment of wool or
linen, either in the warp or woof, or
in anything made of leather, to pro-
nounce it clean or to pronounce it
unclean.”

A holy God—a holy people: (4) the
law of the leper’s cleansing

14THEN the LORD spoke to Mo-
ses, saying,

2“This shall be the b law of the
leper for the day of his cleansing:
He shall be brought to the cpriest.

3“And the priest shall go out of
the camp, and the priest shall exam-
ine him; and indeed, if the leprosy
is healed in the leper,

4“then the priest shall command
to take for him who is to be
cleansed two living and clean birds,
dcedar wood, escarlet, and fhyssop.

5“And the priest shall command
that one of the birds be killed in an
earthen vessel over running water.

6“As for the living bird, he shall
take it, the cedar wood and the scar-
let and the hyssop, and dip them
and the living bird in the blood of
the bird that was killed over the
running water.

7“And he shall sprinkle it seven
times on him who is to be cleansed
from the leprosy, and shall pro-
nounce him clean, and shall let the
living bird loose in the open field.

8“He who is to be gcleansed shall
hwash his clothes, shave off all his
hair, and wash himself in water,

14:3 go out of the camp. As a type of Gospel salvation
the points are: (1) the leper does nothing (Rom. 4:4–5);
(2) the priest seeks the leper, not the leper the priest (Luke
19:10); (3) “without shedding of blood there is no remis-
sion” (Heb. 9:22); and (4) “if Christ is not risen, your faith is
futile; you are still in your sins!” (1 Cor. 15:17).

14:4 birds. The killed bird and the live bird, dipped in

blood and released, present the two aspects of salvation in
Rom. 4:25. Christ “was delivered up because of our of-
fenses, and was raised because of our justification.”

14:5 vessel. The earthen vessel typifies the humanity of
Christ and the running water typifies the Holy Spirit as the
“Spirit of life” (Rom. 8:2). Christ was “put to death in the
flesh, but made alive by the Spirit” (1 Pet. 3:18).



19“Then the priest shall offer the
isin offering, and make jatonement
for him who is to be cleansed from
his uncleanness. Afterward he shall
kill the burnt offering.

20“And the priest shall offer the
burnt offering and the grain offering
on the altar. So the priest shall make
katonement for him, and he shall be
lclean.

21“But if he is mpoor and cannot
afford it, then he shall take one
male lamb as a trespass offering to
be waved, to make natonement for
him, one-tenth of an ephah of fine
flour mixed with oil as a grain offer-
ing, a log of oil,

22“and two turtledoves or two
young pigeons, such as he is able to
afford: one shall be a sin offering
and the other a burnt offering.

23“He shall bring them to the
priest on the eighth day for his
cleansing, to the door of the taber-
nacle of meeting, before the LORD.

24“And the priest shall take the
lamb of the trespass offering and the
log of oil, and the priest shall wave
them as a wave offering before the
LORD.

25“Then he shall kill the lamb of
the trespass offering, and the priest
shall take some of the blood of the
trespass offering and put it on the
tip of the right ear of him who is to
be cleansed, on the thumb of his
right hand, and on the big toe of his
right foot.

26“And the priest shall pour some
of the oil into the palm of his own
left hand.

27“Then the priest shall sprinkle
with his right finger some of the oil
that is in his left hand seven times
before the LORD.

28“And the priest shall put some
of the oil that is in his hand on the
tip of the right ear of him who is to
be cleansed, on the thumb of the
right hand, and on the big toe of his
right foot, on the place of the blood
of the trespass offering.

29“The rest of the oil that is in the
priest’s hand he shall put on the
head of him who is to be cleansed,
to make oatonement for him before
the LORD.

30“And he shall offer one of the

that he may be clean. After that he
shall come into the camp, and shall
stay outside his tent aseven days.

9“But on the bseventh day he
shall shave all the hair off his head
and his beard and his eyebrows—all
his hair he shall shave off. He shall
wash his clothes and wash his body
in water, and he shall be clean.

10“And on the eighth day he shall
take two male lambs without blem-
ish, one ewe lamb of the first year
without blemish, three-tenths of an
ephah of fine flour mixed with oil as
a grain offering, and one clog of oil.

11“Then the priest who makes
him clean shall present the man
who is to be made clean, and those
things, before the LORD, at the door
of the tabernacle of meeting.

12“And the priest shall take one
male lamb and offer it as a trespass
offering, and the log of oil, and
wave them as a wave offering be-
fore the LORD.

13“Then he shall kill the lamb in
the dplace where he kills the sin of-
fering and the burnt offering, in a
holy place; for as the sin offering is
the epriest’s, so is the trespass offer-
ing. It is most holy.

14“The priest shall take some of
the blood of the trespass offering,
and the priest shall fput it on the tip
of the right ear of him who is to be
cleansed, on the thumb of his right
hand, and on the big toe of his right
foot.

15“And the priest shall take some
of the log of oil, and pour it into the
palm of his own left hand.

16“Then the priest shall dip his
right finger in the oil that is in his
left hand, and shall gsprinkle some
of the oil with his finger seven
times before the LORD.

17“And of the rest of the oil in his
hand, the priest shall put some on
the tip of the right ear of him who is
to be cleansed, on the thumb of his
right hand, and on the big toe of his
right foot, on the blood of the tres-
pass offering.

18“The rest of the oil that is in the
priest’s hand he shall put on the
head of him who is to be cleansed.
So the priest shall make hatonement
for him before the LORD.
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turtledoves or young pigeons, such
as he can afford—

31“such as he is able to afford, the
one as a sin offering and the other
as a burnt offering, with the grain
offering. So the priest shall make
aatonement for him who is to be
cleansed before the LORD.

32“This is the law for one who
had a leprous sore, who cannot baf-
ford the usual cleansing.”

(Cleansing a leprous house)
33And the LORD spoke to Moses

and Aaron, saying:
34“When you have come into the

land of Canaan, which I give cyou as
a possession, and dI put the leprous
plague in a house in the land of your
possession,

35“and he who owns the house
comes and tells the priest, saying,
‘It seems to me that there is some
eplague in the house,’

36“then the priest shall command
that they empty the house, before
the priest goes into it to examine
the plague, that all that is in the
house may not be made unclean;
and afterward the priest shall go in
to examine the house.

37“And he shall examine the
plague; and indeed if the plague is
on the walls of the house with in-
grained streaks, greenish or reddish,
which appear to be deep in the wall,

38“then the priest shall go out of
the house, to the door of the house,
and shut up the house seven days.

39“And the priest shall come
again on the seventh day and look;
and indeed if the plague has spread
on the walls of the house,

40“then the priest shall command
that they take away the stones in
which is the plague, and they shall
cast them into an unclean place out-
side the city.

41“And he shall cause the house
to be scraped inside, all around, and
the dust that they scrape off they
shall pour out in an unclean place
outside the city.

42“Then they shall take other
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stones and put them in the place of
those stones, and he shall take oth-
er mortar and plaster the house.

43“Now if the plague comes back
and breaks out in the house, after
he has taken away the stones, after
he has scraped the house, and after
it is plastered,

44“then the priest shall come and
look; and indeed if the plague has
spread in the house, it is an factive
leprosy in the house. It is unclean.

45“And he shall break down the
house, its stones, its timber, and all
the plaster of the house, and he
shall carry them outside the city to
an unclean place.

46“Moreover he who goes into
the house at all while it is shut up
shall be gunclean until evening.

47“And he who lies down in the
house shall hwash his clothes, and
he who eats in the house shall wash
his clothes.

48“But if the priest comes in and
examines it, and indeed the plague
has not spread in the house after
the house was plastered, then the
priest shall pronounce the house
clean, because the plague is healed.

49“And he shall itake, to cleanse
the house, two birds, cedar wood,
scarlet, and hyssop.

50“Then he shall kill one of the
birds in an earthen vessel over run-
ning water;

51“and he shall take the cedar
wood, the hyssop, the scarlet, and
the living bird, and dip them in the
blood of the slain bird and in the
running water, and sprinkle the
house seven times.

52“And he shall cleanse the house
with the blood of the bird and the
running water and the living bird,
with the cedar wood, the hyssop,
and the scarlet.

53“Then he shall let the living
bird loose outside the city in the
open field, and make jatonement for
the house, and it shall be clean.

54“This is the law for any leprous
ksore and scale,

14:34 leprous plague. As in the case of mildew (lep-
rous plague) in relation to garments (13:47ff.), this pas-
sage probably refers also to some mold or fungus. See

also Lev. 13:2, note.
14:36 empty. Or prepare.



be broken, and every vessel of wood
shall be rinsed in water.

13 ‘And when he who has a dis-
charge is cleansed of his discharge,
then he shall count for ihimself sev-
en days for his cleansing, wash his
clothes, and bathe his body in run-
ning water; then he shall be clean.

14‘On the eighth day he shall take
for himself jtwo turtledoves or two
young pigeons, and come before the
LORD, to the door of the tabernacle of
meeting, and give them to the priest.

15‘Then the priest shall offer them,
the one as a sin offering and the oth-
er as a kburnt offering. So the priest
shall make latonement for him before
the LORD because of his discharge.

16‘If any man has an emission of
msemen, then he shall wash all his
body in water, and be unclean until
evening.

17‘And any garment and any
leather on which there is semen, it
shall be washed with water, and be
unclean until evening.

18‘Also, when a woman lies with
a man, and there is an emission of
semen, they shall bathe in water,
and be nunclean until evening.

19 ‘If a owoman has a discharge,
and the discharge from her body is
blood, she shall be set apart seven
days; and whoever touches her shall
be unclean until evening.

20‘Everything that she lies on dur-
ing her impurity shall be unclean;
also everything that she sits on shall
be unclean.

21‘Whoever touches her bed shall
wash his clothes and bathe in water,
and be unclean until evening.

22‘And whoever touches anything
that she sat on shall wash his
clothes and bathe in water, and be
unclean until evening.

23‘If anything is on her bed or on
anything on which she sits, when
he touches it, he shall be unclean
until evening.

24‘And if any man plies with her
at all, so that her impurity is on
him, he shall be unclean seven
days; and every bed on which he
lies shall be unclean.

25‘If a woman has a qdischarge of
blood for many days, other than at
the time of her customary impurity,

55“for the leprosy of a agarment
and of a house,

56“for a swelling and a scab and a
bright spot,

57“to bteach when it is unclean
and when it is clean. This is the law
of leprosy.”

A holy God—a holy people:
(5) cleansing necessary (John 13:3–10;

Eph. 5:24–27; 1 John 1:9)

15AND the LORD spoke to Mo-
ses and Aaron, saying,

2“Speak to the children of Israel,
and say to them: ‘When any man
has a cdischarge from his body, his
discharge is unclean.

3‘And this shall be his unclean-
ness in regard to his discharge—
whether his body runs with his dis-
charge, or his body is stopped up by
his discharge, it is his uncleanness.

4‘Every bed is unclean on which
he who has the discharge lies, and
everything on which he sits shall be
unclean.

5‘And whoever dtouches his bed
shall ewash his clothes and bathe in
water, and be unclean until evening.

6‘He who sits on anything on
which he who has the fdischarge sat
shall wash his clothes and bathe in
water, and be unclean until
evening.

7‘And he who touches the body
of him who has the discharge shall
wash his clothes and bathe in water,
and be unclean until evening.

8‘If he who has the discharge
gspits on him who is clean, then he
shall wash his clothes and bathe in
water, and be unclean until evening.

9‘Any saddle on which he who
has the discharge rides shall be un-
clean.

10‘Whoever touches anything that
was under him shall be unclean un-
til evening. He who carries any of
those things shall wash his clothes
and bathe in water, and be unclean
until evening.

11‘And whomever the one who
has the discharge touches, and has
not rinsed his hands in water, he
shall wash his clothes and bathe in
water, and be unclean until evening.

12‘The hvessel of earth that he
who has the discharge touches shall
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or if it runs beyond her usual time
of impurity, all the days of her un-
clean discharge shall be as the days
of her customary impurity. She shall
be unclean.

26‘Every bed on which she lies all
the days of her discharge shall be to
her as the bed of her impurity; and
whatever she sits on shall be un-
clean, as the uncleanness of her im-
purity.

27‘Whoever touches those things
shall be unclean; he shall wash his
clothes and bathe in water, and be
unclean until evening.

28‘But if she is cleansed of her dis-
charge, then she shall count for her-
self seven days, and after that she
shall be clean.

29‘And on the eighth day she shall
take for herself two turtledoves or
two young pigeons, and bring them
to the priest, to the door of the
tabernacle of meeting.

30‘Then the priest shall offer the
one as a sin offering and the other
as a aburnt offering, and the priest
shall make batonement for her be-
fore the LORD for the discharge of
her uncleanness.

31 ‘Thus you shall cseparate the
children of Israel from their un-
cleanness, lest they die in their un-
cleanness when they ddefile My
tabernacle that is among them.

32‘This is the law for one who has
a discharge, and for him who emits
semen and is unclean thereby,
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33‘and for her who is indisposed

because of her customary impurity,
and for one who has a discharge, ei-
ther man or woman, and for him
who lies with her who is unclean.’ ”

IV. The Day of Atonement, 16

The Day of Atonement: Christ as high
priest and sacrifice (Heb. 9:1–14)

16NOW the LORD spoke to
eMoses after the death of the

ftwo sons of Aaron, when they of-
fered profane fire before the LORD,
and died;

2and the LORD said to Moses:
“Tell Aaron your brother not to
come at just any gtime into the Holy
Place inside the veil, before the
mercy seat which is on the ark, lest
he die; for I will happear in the
cloud above the mercy seat.

3“Thus Aaron shall come into the
Holy Place: with the blood of a
young bull as a isin offering, and of
a ram as a burnt offering.

4“He shall put the holy linen tunic
and the linen trousers on his body;
he shall be girded with a linen sash,
and with the linen turban he shall
be attired. These are holy garments.
Therefore he shall jwash his body in
water, and put them on.

5“And he shall take from the
kcongregation of the children of Is-
rael two kids of the goats as a lsin
offering, and one ram as a burnt of-
fering.

16:5 THE SACRIFICE OF TWO GOATS

The offering of the high priest for himself has no antitype in Christ (Heb. 7:26–27). The typical interest centers upon
the two goats and the high priest. Typically (1) all is done by the high priest (Heb. 1:3); the people only bring the sac-
rifice (Matt. 26:47,50; 27:24–25). (2) The killed goat (the LORD’s lot) is that aspect of Christ’s death which vindicates
the holiness and righteousness of God as expressed in the law (Rom. 3:24–26), and is expiatory. (3) The living goat
typifies that aspect of Christ’s work which puts away our sins from before God (Heb. 9:26; Rom. 8:33–34). (4) The
high priest, entering the Holy Place, typifies Christ entering “heaven itself” with “His own blood” for us (Heb.
9:11–12,24). His blood makes that to be a “throne of grace” and “mercy seat” which otherwise must have been a
throne of judgment (Heb. 4:16). And (5) for us, the priests of the New Covenant, there is what Israel never had, a torn
veil (Matt. 27:51; Heb. 10:19–20). So that for worship and blessing we enter, in virtue of Christ’s blood, where He is,
into the Holiest (Heb. 4:14–16; 10:19–22).

The atonement of Christ, as foreshadowed by the OT sacrificial types, has these necessary elements: (1) It is substi-
tutionary—the offering takes the offerer’s place in death. (2) The law is not evaded but honored—every sacrificial
death was an execution of the sentence of the law. (3) The sinlessness of Him who bore our sins is expressed in every
animal sacrifice—it must be without blemish. And (4) the effect of the atoning work of Christ is typified (a) in the
promise, “he shall be forgiven” (Lev. 6:7); and (b) in the peace offering, the expression of fellowship—the highest priv-
ilege of the believer. See Ex. 29:33, note.



the east side; and before the mercy
seat he shall sprinkle some of the
blood with his finger seven times.

15“Then he shall kill the goat of
the sin offering, which is for the
ipeople, bring its blood inside the
veil, do with that blood as he did
with the blood of the bull, and
sprinkle it on the mercy seat and
before the mercy seat.

16“So he shall make jatonement
for the Holy kPlace, because of the
uncleanness of the children of Isra-
el, and because of their transgres-
sions, for all their sins; and so he
shall do for the tabernacle of meet-
ing which remains among them in
the midst of their uncleanness.

17“There shall be lno man in the
tabernacle of meeting when he goes
in to make atonement in the Holy
Place, until he comes out, that he
may make atonement for himself,
for his household, and for all the as-
sembly of Israel.

18“And he shall go out to the altar
that is before the LORD, and make
matonement for nit, and shall take
some of the blood of the bull and
some of the blood of the goat, and
put it on the horns of the altar all
around.

19“Then he shall sprinkle some of
the blood on it with his finger seven
times, cleanse it, and consecrate it
from the uncleanness of the chil-
dren of Israel.

6“Aaron shall offer the bull as a
sin offering, which is for ahimself,
and make atonement for himself
and for his house.

7“He shall take the two goats and
present them before the LORD at the
door of the tabernacle of meeting.

8“Then Aaron shall cast lots for
the two goats: one lot for the LORD
and the other lot for the scapegoat.

9“And Aaron shall bring the goat
on which the LORD’S lot fell, and of-
fer it as a sin offering.

10“But the goat on which the lot
fell to be the scapegoat shall be pre-
sented alive before the LORD, to
make batonement upon it, and to let
it go as the scapegoat into the
wilderness.

11“And Aaron shall bring the bull
of the sin offering, which is for
chimself, and make datonement for
himself and for his house, and shall
kill the bull as the sin offering
which is for himself.

12“Then he shall take a censer
full of burning coals of fire from the
ealtar before the LORD, with his
hands full of sweet fincense beaten
fine, and bring it inside the veil.

13“And he shall put the incense
on the fire before the LORD, that the
cloud of incense may cover the mer-
cy seat that is on the Testimony,
glest he die.

14“He shall h take some of the
blood of the bull and sprinkle it
with his finger on the mercy seat on
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16:18 out to the altar. Dispensationally, for Israel this
is yet future; Christ the High Priest is still in the Holiest.
When He comes out to His ancient people they will be
converted and restored (Rom. 11:23–27; compare Zech.

12:10–12; 13:1; Rev. 1:7). Meantime, believers of the
Church Age, as a holy priesthood, enter into the Holiest
where He is (1 Pet. 2:9; Heb. 10:19–22).

16:6 ATONEMENT

The Biblical use and meaning of the word must be sharply distinguished from its use in theology. In theology it is a
term which covers the whole sacrificial and redemptive work of Christ. In the OT, atonement is the English word used
to translate the Hebrew words which mean cover, coverings, or to cover. Atonement is, therefore, not a translation of
the Hebrew but a purely theological concept. The Levitical offerings “covered” the sins of Israel until and in anticipa-
tion of the cross, but did not “take away” (Heb. 10:4) those sins. These were the sins done in OT times (“covered”
meantime by the Levitical sacrifices), which God “passed over” (Rom. 3:25), for which passing over God’s righteous-
ness was never vindicated until, in the cross, Jesus Christ was “set forth as a propitiation.” See Propitiation, Rom. 3:25,
note. It was the cross, not the Levitical sacrifices, which made full and complete redemption. The OT sacrifices en-
abled God to go on with a guilty people because those sacrifices typified the cross. To the offerer they were the con-
fession of his deserving death and the expression of his faith; to God they were the “shadows” of good things that were
to come, of which Christ was the reality (compare Heb. 10:1). See Ex. 29:33, note.



The scapegoat (2 Cor. 5:21)
20“And when he has made an end

of atoning for the Holy Place, the
tabernacle of meeting, and the altar,
he shall bring the live goat.

21“Aaron shall lay both his hands
on the head of the live goat, acon-
fess over it all the iniquities of the
children of Israel, and all their
transgressions, concerning all their
sins, putting them on the head of
the goat, and shall send it away into
the wilderness by the hand of a suit-
able man.

22“The goat shall bbear on itself
all their iniquities to an uninhabited
land; and he shall crelease the goat
in the wilderness.

23“Then Aaron shall come into
the tabernacle of meeting, shall
dtake off the linen garments which
he put on when he went into the
Holy Place, and shall leave them
there.

24“And he shall wash his body
with water in a holy place, put on
his garments, come out and offer his
burnt offering and the burnt offering
of the people, and make eatonement
for himself and for the people.

25“The ffat of the sin offering he
shall burn on the altar.

26“And he who released the goat
as the scapegoat shall wash his
clothes and bathe his body in water,
and afterward he may come into the
camp.

27“The bull for the sin offering
and the goat for the sin offering,
whose blood was brought in to make
gatonement in the Holy Place, shall
be carried outside the camp. And
they shall hburn in the fire their
skins, their flesh, and their offal.

28“Then he who burns them shall
wash his clothes and bathe his body
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in water, and afterward he may
come into the camp.

29“This shall be a statute forever
for you: In the seventh month, on
the tenth day of the imonth, you
shall afflict your souls, and do no
work at all, whether a native of your
own country or a stranger who
dwells among you.

30“For on that day the priest shall
make jatonement for you, to cleanse
you, that you may be clean from all
your sins before the LORD.

31“It is a sabbath of solemn rest
for you, and you shall kafflict your
souls. It is a statute forever.

32“And the priest, who is lanoint-
ed and consecrated to minister as
priest in his father’s place, shall
make matonement, and put on the
linen clothes, the holy garments;

33“then he shall make natonement
for the Holy Sanctuary,* and he shall
make natonement for the tabernacle
of meeting and for the altar, and he
shall make atonement for the priests
and for all the people of the assembly.

34“This shall be an everlasting
statute for you, to make oatonement
for the children of Israel, for all
their sins, once a year.” And he did
as the LORD commanded pMoses.

The one acceptable place of
sacrifice (yet to be revealed)

17AND the LORD spoke to Mo-
ses, saying,

2“Speak to Aaron, to his sons, and
to all the children of Israel, and say
to them, ‘This is the thing which
the LORD has commanded, saying:

3“Whatever man of the house of
Israel who kills an ox or lamb or
goat in the camp, or who kills it out-
side the camp,
*16:33 That is, the Most Holy Place

16:20 atoning. Hebrew kaphar, to cover. See 16:6,
note; compare Ex. 29:33, note.

16:29 seventh month. This is the month of Tishri (or
Ethanim) in the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to
the modern months of September–October. For more in-
formation on the Hebrew religious calendar, see the note
at Lev. 23:2.

16:30 that day. The Day of Atonement was the most
important single day in the Hebrew calendar. It is often
called simply, “the Day,” in modern usage “Yom Kippur.”

In v. 31 it is referred to as “a sabbath of solemn rest,” or

“a sabbath of sabbaths.” Only on this day did the high
priest enter into the Holy Place (Ex. 30:10; compare Heb.
9:7–8), and only on this day were the people told to “af-
flict your souls” (v. 29). That the high priest entered three
times into the Holy Place and that the blood of the sin of-
fering was sprinkled seven times before the mercy seat,
emphasize the importance of this sacrifice. On this day
the dual typology for the putting away of sin was mani-
fested in killing the one goat and in driving the other goat
(the scapegoat) into the wilderness. See also Num.
29:7–11.



12“Therefore I said to the children
of Israel, ‘No one among you shall
eat blood, nor shall any stranger
who dwells among you eat blood.’

13“Whatever man of the children
of Israel, or of the strangers who
dwell among you, who hunts and
catches any animal or bird that may
be eaten, he shall pour out its blood
and lcover it with dust;

14“for it is the life of all flesh. Its
blood sustains its life. Therefore I
said to the children of Israel, ‘You
shall not eat the blood of any flesh,
for the life of all flesh is its blood.
Whoever eats it shall be cut off.’

15“And every person who eats
what died naturally or what was torn
by beasts, whether he is a native of
your own country or a stranger, he
shall both wash his clothes and
bathe in water, and be unclean until
evening. Then he shall be clean.

16“But if he does not wash them
or bathe his body, then he shall bear
his guilt.”

V. Laws Regulating the Personal
Relationships of the Redeemed

People, 18—20

Relationships and walk of God’s earthly
people: (1) unlawful marriages

18THEN the LORD spoke to Mo-
ses, saying,

2“Speak to the children of Israel,
and say to them: m‘I am the LORD
your God.

3n‘According to the doings of the
land of Egypt, where you dwelt, you
shall not do; and oaccording to the
doings of the land of Canaan, where
I am bringing you, you shall not do;
nor shall you walk in their ordi-
nances.

4‘You shall observe My judgments
and keep My ordinances, to walk in
them: I am the LORD your God.

4“and does not bring it to the
door of the tabernacle of ameeting
to offer an offering to the LORD be-
fore the tabernacle of the LORD, the
guilt of bloodshed shall be imputed
to that man. He has shed blood; and
that man shall be cut off from
among his people,

5“to the bend that the children of
Israel may bring their sacrifices
which they offer in the open field,
that they may bring them to the
LORD at the door of the tabernacle of
meeting, to the priest, and offer
them as peace offerings to the LORD.

6“And the priest shall sprinkle
the blood on the altar of the LORD at
the door of the tabernacle of meet-
ing, and cburn the fat for a sweet
aroma to the LORD.

7“They shall no more offer their
sacrifices to demons, after whom
they have played the harlot. This
shall be a statute forever for them
throughout their generations.” ’

8“Also you shall say to them:
‘Whatever man of the house of Isra-
el, or of the dstrangers who dwell
among you, who offers a burnt of-
fering or sacrifice,

9‘and does not ebring it to the
door of the tabernacle of fmeeting,
to offer it to the LORD, that man shall
be cut off from among his people.

Significance of the blood
10 ‘And whatever man of the

house of Israel, or of the strangers
who dwell among you, who eats
any gblood, I will hset My face
against that person who eats blood,
and will cut him off from among his
people.

11‘For the i life of the flesh is in
the blood, and I have given it to you
upon the altar to make jatonement
for your ksouls; for it is the blood
that makes atonement for the soul.’
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17:7 demons. Deut. 32:17. Literally hairy ones. Ex.
34:16.

17:11 altar. Two especially important truths are pertinent
here: (1) The value of the “life” is the measure of the value of
the “blood.” This gives the blood of Christ its inconceivable
worth. When it was shed the sinless God-man gave His life.
“For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could
take away sins” (Heb. 10:4). And (2) it is not the blood in the
veins of the sacrifice, but the blood upon the altar which is

efficacious. The Scripture knows nothing of salvation by the
imitation or influence of Christ’s life, but only by that life
yielded up on the cross. blood. The meaning of sacrifice for
sin is here explained. Every such offering was an execution
of the sentence of the law upon a substitute for the offender,
and pointed forward to that substitutionary death of Christ
which alone vindicated the righteousness of God in passing
over the sins of those who offered the typical sacrifices
(Rom. 3:24–25; see Ex. 29:33, note).



5‘You shall therefore keep My
statutes and My judgments, which
if a man does, he shall live by them:
I am the LORD.

6‘None of you shall approach any-
one who is near of kin to him, to un-
cover his nakedness: I am the LORD.

7a ‘The nakedness of your father
or the nakedness of your mother
you shall not uncover. She is your
mother; you shall not uncover her
nakedness.

8‘The nakedness of your bfather’s
wife you shall not uncover; it is
your father’s nakedness.

9‘The nakedness of your csister,
the daughter of your father, or the
daughter of your mother, whether
born at home or elsewhere, their
nakedness you shall not uncover.

10‘The nakedness of your son’s
daughter or your daughter’s daugh-
ter, their nakedness you shall not
uncover; for theirs is your own
nakedness.

11‘The nakedness of your father’s
wife’s daughter, begotten by your fa-
ther—she is your sister—you shall
not uncover her nakedness.

12‘You shall not uncover the
nakedness of your father’s sister;
she is near of kin to your father.

13‘You shall not uncover the
nakedness of your mother’s sister,
for she is near of kin to your mother.

14‘You shall not uncover the
nakedness of your father’s brother.
You shall not approach his wife; she
is your aunt.

15‘You shall not uncover the
nakedness of your daughter-in-
law—she is your son’s wife—you
shall not uncover her nakedness.

16‘You shall not uncover the
nakedness of your brother’s wife; it
is your brother’s nakedness.

17‘You shall not uncover the
nakedness of a woman and her
ddaughter, nor shall you take her
son’s daughter or her daughter’s
daughter, to uncover her nakedness.
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They are near of kin to her. It is
wickedness.

18‘Nor shall you take a woman as
a rival to her sister, to uncover her
nakedness while the other is alive.

(2) Unlawful lust
19‘Also you shall not approach a

woman to uncover her nakedness
as elong as she is in her customary
fimpurity.

20g‘Moreover you shall not lie car-
nally with your hneighbor’s wife, to
defile yourself with her.

21‘And you shall not let any of
your descendants ipass through the
jfire to Molech, nor shall you pro-
fane the name of your God: I am the
LORD.

22‘You shall not lie with a kmale as
with a woman. It is an abomination.

23‘Nor shall you mate with any
lanimal, to defile yourself with it.
Nor shall any woman stand before
an animal to mate with it. It is per-
version.

24‘Do not defile yourselves with
any of these things; for by all these
the nations are defiled, which I am
mcasting out before you.

25‘For the nland is defiled; othere-
fore I visit the punishment of its in-
iquity upon it, and the land pvomits
out its inhabitants.

26‘You shall therefore keep My stat-
utes and My judgments, and shall not
commit any of these abominations,
either any of your own nation or any
stranger who dwells among you

27‘(for all these abominations the
men of the land have done, who
were before you, and thus the land
is defiled),

28‘lest the land vomit you out also
when you defile it, as it vomited out
the nations that were before you.

29‘For whoever commits any of
these abominations, the persons
who commit them shall be cut off
from among their people.

30‘Therefore you shall qkeep My

18:21 Molech. Called Moloch, Acts 7:43.
18:24 these things. This list of abominable practices

which the Hebrews were to avoid vividly points out the ut-
ter degradation of Canaanite morality. Archaeological dis-
coveries have brought many illustrations of this condition,
which was so bad that a holy God had to order the com-

plete extermination of the Canaanites. Several centuries
earlier God had predicted that by this time “the iniquity of
the Amorites” would be complete (Gen. 15:16). Archaeol-
ogy illustrates the increasing moral degeneracy of Canaan-
ite civilization during this period.



14‘You shall not curse the deaf,
nor put a stumbling block before
the blind, but shall lfear your God: I
am the LORD.

(6) Righteous actions demanded
15 ‘You shall do no injustice in

mjudgment. You shall not be npartial
to the poor, nor honor the person of
the mighty. In righteousness you
shall judge your neighbor.

16‘You shall not go about as a
otalebearer among your people; nor
shall you take a stand against the
life of your neighbor: I am the LORD.

17‘You shall not phate your broth-
er in your heart. You shall qsurely
rebuke your neighbor, and not bear
sin because of him.

18‘You shall not take rvengeance,
nor bear any grudge against the chil-
dren of your people, but you shall
s love your neighbor as yourself: I
am the LORD.

19‘You shall keep My statutes. You
shall not let your livestock breed
with another kind. You shall not
sow your field with mixed seed.
Nor shall a garment of mixed linen
and wool come upon you.

20‘Whoever lies carnally with a
woman who is betrothed to a man
as a tconcubine, and who has not at
all been redeemed nor given her
freedom, for this there shall be
scourging; but they shall not be put
to death, because she was not free.

21‘And he shall bring his trespass
offering to the LORD, to the door of
the tabernacle of meeting, a ram as
a trespass offering.

22‘The priest shall make atone-
ment for him with the ram of the
trespass offering before the LORD for
his sin which he has committed.
And the sin which he has commit-
ted shall be uforgiven him.

23‘When you come into the land,
and have planted all kinds of trees
for food, then you shall count their
fruit as uncircumcised. Three years
it shall be as uncircumcised to you.
It shall not be eaten.

24‘But in the fourth year all its fruit
shall be holy, a praise to the LORD.

25‘And in the fifth year you may
eat its fruit, that it may yield to you
its increase: I am the LORD your God.

ordinance, so that you do not com-
mit any of these abominable customs
which were committed before you,
and that you do not defile yourselves
by them: aI am the LORD your God.’ ”

(3) Idolatry forbidden

19AND the LORD spoke to Mo-
ses, saying,

2“Speak to all the congregation of
the children of Israel, and say to
them: ‘You shall be bholy, for I the
LORD your God am holy.

3 ‘Every one of you shall revere
his cmother and his father, and
dkeep My eSabbaths: I am the LORD
your God.

4‘Do not turn to fidols, nor make
for yourselves molded gods: I am
the LORD your God.

(4) Peace offering not to be profaned
5‘And if you offer a sacrifice of a

peace offering to the LORD, you shall
offer it of your own free will.

6‘It shall be eaten the same day
you offer it, and on the next day.
And if any remains until the third
day, it shall be burned in the fire.

7‘And if it is eaten at all on the
third day, it is an abomination. It
shall not be accepted.

8‘Therefore everyone who eats it
shall bear his iniquity, because he
has profaned the hallowed offering
of the LORD; and that person shall
be cut off from his people.

(5) Provision for unfortunate
9 ‘When you reap the harvest of

your land, you shall not wholly reap
the corners of your field, nor shall
you gather the gleanings of your
harvest.

10‘And you shall not glean your
vineyard, nor shall you gather every
grape of your vineyard; you shall
leave them for the poor and the
gstranger: I am the LORD your God.

11 ‘You shall not steal, nor deal
falsely, nor lie to one another.

12‘And you shall not hswear by My
name ifalsely, nor shall you profane
the name of your God: I am the LORD.

13‘You shall not jcheat your neigh-
bor, nor rob him. The kwages of him
who is hired shall not remain with
you all night until morning.
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26‘You shall not eat anything with
the blood, nor shall you practice
divination or soothsaying.

27‘You shall not shave around the
sides of your head, nor shall you dis-
figure the edges of your beard.

28‘You shall not make any acuttings
in your flesh for the dead, nor tattoo
any marks on you: I am the LORD.

29‘Do not bprostitute your daugh-
ter, to cause her to be a harlot, lest
the land fall into harlotry, and the
land become full of wickedness.

30 ‘You shall keep My Sabbaths
and reverence My sanctuary: I am
the LORD.

31 ‘Give no regard to cmediums
and familiar spirits; do not seek af-
ter them, to be defiled by them: I
am the LORD your God.

32‘You shall rise before the gray
headed and honor the presence of
an old man, and dfear your God: I
am the LORD.

33‘And if a stranger dwells with
you in your land, you shall not mis-
treat him.

34‘The stranger who dwells
among you shall be to you as one
born among you, and you shall love
him as yourself; for you were
strangers in the land of Egypt: I am
the LORD your God.

35‘You shall do no injustice in judg-
ment, in measurement of length,
weight, or volume.

36‘You shall have honest scales,
honest weights, an honest eephah,
and an honest ehin: I am the LORD
your God, who brought you out of
the land of Egypt.

37‘Therefore you shall observe all
My statutes and all My judgments,
and perform them: I am the LORD.’ ”

(7) Regulations about human
sacrifices, spiritism, 

and various immoralities

20THEN the LORD spoke to Mo-
ses, saying,

2“Again, you shall say to the chil-
dren of Israel: ‘Whoever of the chil-
dren of Israel, or of the strangers
who dwell in Israel, who gives any
of his descendants to Molech, he
shall surely be put to death. The
people of the land shall fstone him
with stones.

20:4

g Deut. 17:2-5

20:6

h Lev. 19:31;
1 Sam. 28:7-25

20:7

i Heb. 12:14

20:8

j Lev. 19:19,37

k Ex. 31:13; Deut.
14:2; Ezek.
37:28

20:9

l Ex. 21:17; Prov.
20:20; Matt.
15:4

m vv. 11,13,16,17

20:10

n Ex. 20:14; Lev.
18:20; John 8:5

20:11

o Lev. 18:8

20:12

p Lev. 18:15

20:13

q Lev. 18:22; cp.
Judg. 19:22

19:28

a Cp. 1 Kin. 18:28

19:29

b Deut. 23:17

19:31

c Lev. 20:6,27

19:32

d Lev. 25:17; see
Ps. 19:9, note

19:36

e See Weights and
Measures (OT),
2 Chr. 2:10,
note

20:2

f Deut. 17:2-5

LEVITICUS 19:26—20:14 179
3‘I will set My face against that

man, and will cut him off from his
people, because he has given some
of his descendants to Molech, to de-
file My sanctuary and profane My
holy name.

4‘And if the people of the land
should in any way hide their eyes
from the man, when he gives some
of his descendants to Molech, and
they do not gkill him,

5‘then I will set My face against
that man and against his family; and
I will cut him off from his people,
and all who prostitute themselves
with him to commit harlotry with
Molech.

6h‘And the person who turns to
mediums and familiar spirits, to
prostitute himself with them, I will
set My face against that person and
cut him off from his people.

7 i ‘Consecrate yourselves there-
fore, and be holy, for I am the LORD
your God.

8‘And you shall jkeep My statutes,
and perform them: kI am the LORD
who sanctifies you.

9‘For leveryone who curses his fa-
ther or his mother shall surely be
put to death. He has cursed his fa-
ther or his mother. His mblood shall
be upon him.

10‘The man who commits nadul-
tery with another man’s wife, he
who commits adultery with his
neighbor’s wife, the adulterer and
the adulteress, shall surely be put to
death.

11‘The man who lies with his ofa-
ther’s wife has uncovered his fa-
ther’s nakedness; both of them shall
surely be put to death. Their blood
shall be upon them.

12‘If a man lies with his pdaugh-
ter-in-law, both of them shall surely
be put to death. They have commit-
ted perversion. Their blood shall be
upon them.

13‘If a man lies with a qmale as he
lies with a woman, both of them
have committed an abomination.
They shall surely be put to death.
Their blood shall be upon them.

14‘If a man marries a woman and

Molech: king. A god of the Ammonites whose worship
required child sacrifices.



25‘You shall therefore mdistin-
guish between clean animals and
unclean, between unclean birds and
clean, and you shall not make your-
selves abominable by beast or by
bird, or by any kind of living thing
that creeps on the ground, which I
have separated from you as unclean.

26‘And you shall be holy to Me,
for I the LORD am holy, and have
separated you from the peoples,
that you should be Mine.

27 ‘A man or a woman who is a
medium, or who has familiar nspir-
its, shall surely be put to death; they
shall stone them with stones. Their
blood shall be upon them.’ ”

VI. Laws Regulating the Priesthood
and the Seven Great Feasts of the

Hebrew Calendar, 21—23

(8) Regulations concerning priests

21AND the LORD said to Moses,
“Speak to the priests, the

sons of Aaron, and say to them:
o‘None shall pdefile himself for the
dead among his people,

2‘except for his relatives who are
nearest to him: his mother, his fa-
ther, his son, his daughter, and his
brother;

3‘also his virgin sister who is near
to him, who has had no husband,
for her he may defile himself.

4 ‘Otherwise he shall not defile
himself, being a chief man among
his people, to profane himself.

5‘They shall qnot make any bald
place on their heads, nor shall they
shave the edges of their beards nor
make any cuttings in their flesh.

6‘They shall be rholy to their God
and not profane the name of their
God, for they offer the offerings of
the LORD made by fire, and the
sbread of their God; ttherefore they
shall be holy.

7‘They shall not take a wife who
is a harlot or a defiled woman, nor
shall they take a woman udivorced
from her husband; for the priest* is
holy to his God.

8‘Therefore you shall consecrate

her amother, it is wickedness. They
shall be burned with fire, both he
and they, that there may be no
wickedness among you.

15‘If a man mates with an bani-
mal, he shall surely be put to death,
and you shall kill the animal.

16‘If a woman approaches any an-
imal and mates with it, you shall kill
the woman and the animal. They
shall surely be put to death. Their
blood is upon them.

17‘If a man takes his csister, his fa-
ther’s daughter or his mother’s
daughter, and sees her nakedness
and she sees his nakedness, it is a
wicked thing. And they shall be cut
off in the sight of their people. He
has uncovered his sister’s naked-
ness. He shall bear his guilt.

18‘If a man lies with a woman
during her dsickness and uncovers
her nakedness, he has exposed her
flow, and she has uncovered the
flow of her blood. Both of them
shall be cut off from their people.

19‘You shall not uncover the
nakedness of your emother’s sister
nor of your ffather’s sister, for that
would uncover his near of kin. They
shall bear their guilt.

20‘If a man lies with his guncle’s
wife, he has uncovered his uncle’s
nakedness. They shall bear their
sin; they shall die childless.

21‘If a man takes his hbrother’s
wife, it is an unclean thing. He has
uncovered his brother’s nakedness.
They shall be childless.

22‘You shall therefore keep all My
statutes and all My judgments, and
perform them, that the land where I
am bringing you to dwell may not
ivomit you out.

23‘And you shall not walk in the
statutes of the nation which I am
casting out before you; for they
commit all these jthings, and there-
fore I abhor them.

24‘But I have said to you, “You
shall inherit their land, and kI will
give it to you to possess, a land flow-
ing with milk and honey.” I am the
LORD your God, who has lseparated
you from the peoples.
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him, for he offers the bread of your
God. He shall be holy to you, for aI
the LORD, who bsanctify you, am holy.

9‘The daughter of any priest, if
she profanes herself by playing the
harlot, she profanes her father. She
shall be cburned with fire.

10 ‘He who is the high priest
among his brethren, on whose head
the anointing oil was dpoured and
who is consecrated to wear the gar-
ments, shall not euncover his head
nor tear his clothes;

11‘nor shall he go fnear any dead
body, nor defile himself for his fa-
ther or his mother;

12g ‘nor shall he go out of the
sanctuary, nor profane the sanctuary
of his God; for the hconsecration of
the anointing oil of his God is upon
him: I am the LORD.

13‘And he shall take a wife in her
virginity.

14‘A widow or a divorced woman
or a idefiled woman or a harlot—
these he shall not marry; but he
shall take a virgin of his own people
as wife.

15‘Nor shall he profane his poster-
ity among his people, for I the LORD
sanctify him.’ ”

16And the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying,

17“Speak to Aaron, saying: ‘No
man of your descendants in suc-
ceeding generations, who has any
defect, may approach to offer the
bread of his God.

18‘For any man who has a jdefect
shall not approach: a man blind or
lame, who has a marred face or any
limb ktoo long,

19‘a man who has a broken foot
or broken hand,

20‘or is a hunchback or a dwarf, or
a man who has a defect in his eye,
or eczema or scab, or is a leunuch.

21‘No man of the descendants of
Aaron the priest, who has a defect,
shall come near to offer the offer-
ings made by fire to the LORD. He
has a defect; he shall not come near
to offer the bread of his God.

22‘He may eat the bread of his
God, both the most holy and the
holy;

23‘only he shall not go near the
mveil or approach the altar, because
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he has a defect, lest he profane My
sanctuaries; for I the LORD sanctify
them.’ ”

24And Moses told it to Aaron and
his sons, and to all the children of
Israel.

Separation of the priests

22THEN the LORD spoke to Mo-
ses, saying,

2“Speak to Aaron and his sons,
that they nseparate themselves from
the holy things of the children of Is-
rael, and othat they do not profane
My holy name by what they pdedi-
cate to Me: I am the LORD.

3“Say to them: ‘Whoever of all
your descendants throughout your
generations, who goes near the holy
things which the children of Israel
dedicate to the LORD, qwhile he has
uncleanness upon him, that person
shall be cut off from My presence: I
am the LORD.

4‘Whatever man of the descen-
dants of Aaron, who is a rleper or
has a sdischarge, shall not eat the
holy offerings until he is tclean. And
uwhoever touches anything made
unclean by a corpse, or a man who
has had an emission of vsemen,

5‘or whoever touches any wcreep-
ing thing by which he would be
made unclean, or any person by
whom he would become unclean,
whatever his uncleanness may be—

6‘the person who has touched
any such thing shall be unclean un-
til evening, and shall not eat the
holy offerings unless he xwashes his
body with water.

7‘And when the sun goes down
he shall be clean; and afterward he
may eat the holy offerings, ybecause
it is his food.

8‘Whatever dies znaturally or is
torn by beasts he shall not eat, to de-
file himself with it: I am the LORD.

9‘They shall therefore aakeep My
ordinance, bblest they bear sin for it
and die thereby, if they profane it: I
the LORD sanctify them.

10‘No ccoutsider shall eat the holy
offering; one who dwells with the
priest, or a hired servant, shall not
eat the holy thing.

11‘But if the priest ddbuys a per-
son with his money, he may eat it;



any limb too long or too short you
may offer as a freewill offering, but
for a vow it shall not be accepted.

24‘You shall not offer to the LORD
what is bruised or crushed, or torn
or cut; nor shall you make any offer-
ing of them in your land.

25‘Nor from a c foreigner’s hand
shall you offer any of these as the
dbread of your God, because their
corruption is in them, and defects
are in them. They shall not be ac-
cepted on your behalf.’ ”

26And the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying:

27“When a bull or a sheep or a goat
is born, it shall be eseven days with
its mother; and from the eighth day
and thereafter it shall be accepted as
an offering made by fire to the LORD.

28“Whether it is a cow or ewe, do
not fkill both her and her young on
the same day.

29“And when you offer a sacrifice
of gthanksgiving to the LORD, offer it
of your own free will.

30“On the same day it shall be
eaten; you shall leave none of it un-
til hmorning: I am the LORD.

31 i“Therefore you shall keep My
commandments, and perform them:
I am the LORD.

32“You shall not profane My holy
name, but jI will be hallowed
among the children of Israel. I am
the LORD who sanctifies you,

33“who kbrought you out of the
land of Egypt, to be your God: I am
the LORD.”

Feasts of the LORD: the Sabbath
and the feasts

23AND the LORD spoke to Mo-
ses, saying,

2“Speak to the children of Israel,
and say to them: ‘The feasts of the
LORD, which you shall proclaim to
be lholy convocations, these are My
feasts.

3‘Six days shall work be done, but
the seventh day is a Sabbath of
solemn rest, a holy convocation.
You shall do no work on it; it is the
mSabbath of the LORD in all your
dwellings.

and one who is born in his house
may eat his food.

12‘If the priest’s daughter is mar-
ried to an outsider, she may not eat
of the holy offerings.

13‘But if the priest’s daughter is a
widow or divorced, and has no
child, and has returned to her fa-
ther’s house as in her youth, she
may eat her father’s food; but no
outsider shall eat it.

14‘And if a man eats the holy of-
fering unintentionally, then he shall
restore a holy offering to the priest,
and add one-fifth to it.

15‘They shall not profane the
aholy offerings of the children of Is-
rael, which they offer to the LORD,

16‘or allow them to bear the guilt
of trespass when they eat their holy
offerings; for I the LORD sanctify
them.’ ”

Sacrifices must be physically
perfect—type of the moral perfections

of Christ (Heb. 9:14)
17And the LORD spoke to Moses,

saying,
18“Speak to Aaron and his sons,

and to all the children of Israel, and
say to them: ‘Whatever man of the
house of Israel, or of the strangers
in Israel, who offers his sacrifice for
any of his vows or for any of his
freewill offerings, which they offer
to the LORD as a burnt offering—

19‘you shall offer of your own free
will a male without blemish from
the cattle, from the sheep, or from
the goats.

20‘Whatever has a bdefect, you
shall not offer, for it shall not be ac-
ceptable on your behalf.

21‘And whoever offers a sacrifice
of a peace offering to the LORD, to
fulfill his vow, or a freewill offering
from the cattle or the sheep, it must
be perfect to be accepted; there
shall be no defect in it.

22‘Those that are blind or broken
or maimed, or have an ulcer or
eczema or scabs, you shall not offer
to the LORD, nor make an offering by
fire of them on the altar to the LORD.

23‘Either a bull or a lamb that has
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23:2 The feasts of the LORD. These were seven great re-
ligious festivals which were to be observed by Israel every

year. The first three verses of this chapter do not relate to
the feasts, but separate the Sabbath from the feasts.



The feasts of the LORD:
(1) Passover; Christ our Redeemer
4‘These are the feasts of the LORD,

holy convocations which you shall
proclaim at their appointed times.

5‘On the fourteenth day of the
afirst month at twilight is the LORD’S
bPassover.

The feasts of the LORD:
(2) Unleavened Bread. Memorial

feast (cp. 1 Cor. 11:23–26)
6‘And on the fifteenth day of the

same month is the Feast of cUnleav-
ened Bread to the LORD; seven days
you must eat unleavened bread.

7‘On the first day you shall have a
holy convocation; you shall do no
customary work on it.

8‘But you shall offer an offering
made by fire to the LORD for seven
days. The seventh day shall be a
holy convocation; you shall do no
customary work on it.’ ”

The feasts of the LORD: (3) Firstfruits;
Christ risen (1 Cor. 15:23)

9And the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying,
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10“Speak to the children of Israel,

and say to them: ‘When you come
into the land which I give to you,
and reap its harvest, then you shall
bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of
your harvest to the priest.

11‘He shall wave the sheaf before
the LORD, to be accepted on your be-
half; on the day after the Sabbath
the priest shall wave it.

12‘And you shall offer on that day,
when you wave the sheaf, a male
lamb of the first year, without blem-
ish, as a burnt offering to the LORD.

13‘Its grain offering shall be two-
tenths of an ephah of fine flour
mixed with oil, an offering made by
fire to the LORD, for a sweet aroma;
and its drink offering shall be of
wine, one-fourth of a dhin.

14 ‘You shall eat neither bread
nor parched grain nor fresh grain
until the same day that you have
ebrought an offering to your God; it
shall be a statute forever through-
out your generations in all your
dwellings.

23:5 Passover. Verses 4–5. This feast is memorial and
brings into view redemption upon which all blessing rests.
Typically, it stands for “Christ, our Passover, was sacri-
ficed” (1 Cor. 5:7; compare 1 Pet. 1:19). The Passover was
the initial Jewish festival and took place on the fourteenth
day of the first month, Nisan.

23:6 the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Verses 6–8. This
feast speaks of communion with Christ, the unleavened
wave loaf, in the full blessing of His redemption and of a
holy walk. The divine order is beautiful; first, redemption;

then, holy living. Compare 1 Cor. 5:6–8; 2 Cor. 7:1; Gal.
5:7–9. The festival began on the fifteenth day of the first
month, Nisan, and continued for a week.

23:10 firstfruits. The Feast of Firstfruits, vv. 10–14, is
typical of resurrection—first, of Christ, then of those who
are His at His coming (1 Cor. 15:23; 1 Thess. 4:13–18).
The feast, observed in the same week as the Feast of Un-
leavened Bread, was held on the sixteenth day of the first
month, Nisan, being the beginning of the barley harvest.

23:2 THE HEBREW RELIGIOUS CALENDAR

Israel’s religious calendar began in Nisan (in the spring); their civil year, in Tishri (in the autumn). The seven festivals
of the Hebrews were included within the first seven months of the religious calendar: the first three feasts (Passover,
Unleavened Bread, and Firstfruits) took place in the first month, Nisan; the last three (Trumpets, Day of Atonement,
and Tabernacles), in the seventh month, Tishri. Between the first and last three was the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost)
which followed fifty days after the offering of the firstfruits.

The following table correlates the Hebrew religious calendar with the one generally accepted by Christians:

Nisan (or Abib) = March–April Tishri (or Ethanim) = September–October
Iyyar (or Ziv) = April–May Marchesvan (or Bul) = October–November
Sivan = May–June Chislev = November–December
Tammuz = June–July Tebeth = December–January
Ab = July–August Shebat = January–February
Elul = August–September Adar = February–March

About every six years an extra month (Second Adar, or leap-year month) was added because the calendar was based
upon the moon instead of the sun.



21‘And you shall proclaim on the
same day that it is a holy convoca-
tion to you. You shall do no custom-
ary work on it. It shall be a statute
forever in all your dwellings
throughout your generations.

22‘When you ereap the harvest of
your land, you shall not wholly reap
the corners of your field when you
reap, nor shall you gather any glean-
ing from your harvest. You shall
leave them for the poor and for the
stranger: I am the LORD your God.’ ”

The feasts of the LORD: (5) Trumpets;
prophetic of the future regathering

of Israel
23Then the LORD spoke to Moses,

saying,
24“Speak to the children of Israel,

saying: ‘In the fseventh month, on
the first day of the month, you shall
have a sabbath-rest, a memorial of
blowing of gtrumpets, a holy convo-
cation.

25‘You shall do no customary
work on it; and you shall offer an of-
fering made by fire to the LORD.’ ”

The feasts of the LORD: (6) Day
of Atonement (Heb. 9:1–16)

26And the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying:

27“Also the tenth day of this sev-
enth month shall be the Day of
hAtonement. It shall be a holy con-

The feasts of the LORD: (4) Wave
Loaves (Feast of Weeks);

the Church at Pentecost, fifty days
after the resurrection of Christ

15‘And you shall acount for your-
selves from the day after the Sab-
bath, from the day that you brought
the sheaf of the wave offering: sev-
en Sabbaths shall be completed.

16‘Count fifty days to the day after
the seventh Sabbath; then you shall
offer a new grain offering to the
LORD.

17‘You shall bring from your
dwellings two wave loaves of two-
tenths of an ephah. They shall be of
fine flour; they shall be baked bwith
leaven. They are the firstfruits to
the LORD.

18‘And you shall offer with the
bread seven lambs of the first year,
without blemish, one young bull,
and two rams. They shall be as a
burnt offering to the LORD, with
their grain offering and their drink
offerings, an offering made by fire
for a sweet aroma to the LORD.

19‘Then you shall sacrifice one
kid of the goats as a csin offering,
and two male lambs of the first year
as a sacrifice of a peace offering.

20‘The priest shall wave them
with the bread of the firstfruits as a
wave offering before the LORD, with
the two lambs. They shall be holy to
the LORD dfor the priest.
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23:16 fifty days. The Feast of Weeks, a harvest feast
known as Pentecost, vv. 15–22. The antitype is the descent
of the Holy Spirit to form the Church. For this reason leaven
is present, because there is evil in the Church (Matt. 13:33;
Acts 5:1–10; 15:1). Observe, it is now loaves; not a sheaf of
separate growths loosely bound together, but a real union
of particles making one homogeneous body. The descent of
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost united the separate disciples
into one organism (1 Cor. 10:16–17; 12:12–13,20). Pente-
cost took place fifty days after the offering of the firstfruits,
coming at about the beginning of summer.

23:17 wave loaves. The wave loaves were offered fifty
days after the wave sheaf. This is precisely the period be-
tween the resurrection of Christ and the formation of the
Church at Pentecost by the baptism of the Holy Spirit (Acts
2:1–4; 1 Cor. 12:12–13). See Church (Matt. 16:18, note;
Heb. 12:23, note). With the wave sheaf no leaven was of-
fered, for there was no evil in Christ; but the wave loaves,
typifying the Church, are “baked with leaven,” for in the
Church there is still evil.

23:24 trumpets. The Feast of Trumpets, vv. 23–25, is a
prophetic type and refers to the future regathering of long-

dispersed Israel. A great interval elapsed between Pente-
cost and the Feast of Trumpets, answering to the period
occupied in the work of the Holy Spirit in the Church Age.
Study carefully Is. 18:3; 27:13 (with contexts), and Joel
2:1—3:21 in connection with the trumpets, and it will be
seen that these trumpets, always symbols of testimony, are
connected with the regathering and repentance of Israel af-
ter the Church Age is ended. This feast, which was held on
the first day of the seventh month, Tishri, was immediately
followed by the Day of Atonement.

23:27 the Day of Atonement. Verses 26–32. The day is
the same as that described in Lev. 16, but here the stress is
laid upon the sorrow and repentance of Israel. That is, the
prophetic feature is made prominent, looking forward to
the repentance of Israel after their regathering under the
Palestinian Covenant (Deut. 30:1–10) preparatory to the
second advent of Messiah and the establishment of the
kingdom. See the connection between the trumpet in Joel
2:1 and the mourning which follows in vv. 11–15; also
Zech. 12:10–14 in connection with the atonement of Zech.
13:1. Historically, the fountain of Zech. 13:1 was opened
at the crucifixion but rejected by most Jews of that and the



vocation for you; you shall afflict
your souls, and offer an offering
made by fire to the LORD.

28“And you shall do no work on
that same day, for it is the Day of
Atonement, ato make batonement
for you before the LORD your God.

29“For any person who is not caf-
flicted in soul on that same day shall
be cut off from his people.

30“And any person who does any
work on that same day, that person I
will ddestroy from among his people.

31“You shall do no manner of
work; it shall be a statute forever
throughout your generations in all
your dwellings.

32“It shall be to you a sabbath of
solemn rest, and you shall afflict
your souls; on the ninth day of the
month at evening, from evening to
evening, you shall celebrate your
sabbath.”

The feasts of the LORD:
(7) Tabernacles (Ezra 3:4)

33Then the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying,

34“Speak to the children of Israel,
saying: ‘The fifteenth day of this
seventh month shall be the eFeast
of fTabernacles for seven days to the
LORD.

35‘On the first day there shall be a
holy convocation. You shall do no
customary work on it.

36‘For seven days you shall offer
an goffering made by fire to the
LORD. On the eighth day you shall
have a holy convocation, and you
shall offer an hoffering made by fire
to the LORD. It is a sacred assembly,
and you shall do no customary work
on it.

37‘These are the feasts of the
LORD which you shall proclaim to be
holy convocations, to offer an offer-
ing made by fire to the LORD, a
burnt offering and a grain offering, a
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sacrifice and drink offerings, every-
thing on its day—

38‘besides the Sabbaths of the
LORD, besides your gifts, besides all
your vows, and ibesides all your
freewill offerings which you give to
the LORD.

39‘Also on the fifteenth day of the
seventh month, when you have
gathered in the fruit of the land, you
shall keep the feast of the LORD for
seven days; on the first day there
shall be a sabbath-rest, and on the
eighth day a sabbath-rest.

40‘And you shall take for your-
selves on the first day the fruit of
beautiful trees, branches of palm
trees, the boughs of leafy trees, and
willows of the brook; and you shall
jrejoice before the LORD your God
for seven days.

41‘You shall keep it as a feast to
the LORD for seven days in the year.
It shall be a statute forever in your
generations. You shall celebrate it in
the seventh month.

42‘You shall kdwell in booths for
seven days. lAll who are native Isra-
elites shall dwell in booths,

43‘that your mgenerations may
nknow that I made the children of
Israel dwell in booths when oI
brought them out of the land of
Egypt: I am the LORD your God.’ ”

44So Moses declared to the chil-
dren of Israel the feasts of the LORD.

VII. Additional Laws, Promises,
and Warnings, 24—27

Oil for the light in the holy
place (Ex. 25:6)

24THEN the LORD spoke to Mo-
ses, saying:

2p“Command the children of Isra-
el that they bring to you pure oil of
pressed olives for the light, to make
the lamps burn continually.

3“Outside the veil of the Testimo-

succeeding centuries. After the regathering of Israel the
fountain will be efficaciously opened to Israel. The Day of
Atonement was the tenth day of the seventh month, Tishri.

23:34 Tabernacles. The Feast of Tabernacles, or Ingath-
ering, vv. 34–44, is, like the Lord’s Supper for the Church,
both memorial and prophetic—memorial as to redemption
out of Egypt (v. 43); prophetic as to the kingdom-rest of Is-
rael after her regathering and restoration, when the feast

again becomes memorial, not for Israel alone, but also for
all nations (Ezra 3:4; Zech. 14:16–21; compare Rev. 21:3).
This festival, its name derived from the fact that during its
observance the Israelites dwelt in booths or tabernacles
(vv. 42–43), began on the fifteenth day of the seventh
month, Tishri, and lasted for one week.

23:36 shall do no customary work. Continued at verse
39.



name of the LORD shall surely be put
to death. All the congregation shall
certainly stone him, the stranger as
well as him who is born in the land.
When he blasphemes the name of
the LORD, he shall be put to death.

Penalty for killing and injuring
17 ‘Whoever kills any man shall

surely be put to death.
18‘Whoever kills an animal shall

make it good, animal for animal.
19‘If a man causes disfigurement

of his neighbor, as he has done, so
shall it be done to him—

20‘fracture for jfracture, keye for
eye, tooth for tooth; as he has
caused disfigurement of a man, so
shall it be done to him.

21‘And whoever kills an animal
shall restore it; but whoever kills a
man shall be put to death.

22‘You shall have the lsame law
for the stranger and for one from
your own country; for I am the LORD
your God.’ ”

Penalty for blasphemy executed
23Then Moses spoke to the chil-

dren of Israel; and they took outside
the camp him who had cursed, and
stoned him with stones. So the chil-
dren of Israel did as the LORD com-
manded Moses.

Law of the land: (1) sabbatic year

25AND the LORD spoke to Mo-
ses on Mount mSinai, saying,

2“Speak to the children of Israel,
and say to them: ‘When you come
into the land which I give you, then
the land shall nkeep a sabbath to the
LORD.

3‘Six years you shall sow your
field, and six years you shall prune
your vineyard, and gather its fruit;

4‘but in the oseventh year there
shall be a sabbath of solemn prest
for the land, a sabbath to the LORD.
You shall neither sow your field nor
prune your vineyard.

5q‘What grows of its own accord
of your harvest you shall not reap,
nor gather the grapes of your un-
tended vine, for it is a year of rest
for the land.

6‘And the sabbath produce of the
land shall be food for you: for you,

ny, in the tabernacle of meeting,
Aaron shall be in charge of it from
evening until morning before the
LORD continually; it shall be a
statute forever in your generations.

4“He shall be in charge of the
lamps on the pure gold lampstand
before the LORD continually.

Showbread (Ex. 25:23–30)
5“And you shall take fine flour

and bake a twelve cakes with it.
Two-tenths of an ephah shall be in
each cake.

6“You shall set them in two rows,
six in a row, on the bpure gold table
before the LORD.

7“And you shall put pure frankin-
cense on each row, that it may be
on the bread for a cmemorial, an of-
fering made by fire to the LORD.

8d“Every Sabbath he shall set it in
order before the LORD econtinually,
being taken from the children of Is-
rael by an everlasting covenant.

9“And it shall be for Aaron and
his sons, and they shall eat it in a
holy place; for it is most holy to him
from the offerings of the LORD made
by fire, by a perpetual statute.”

Penalty of blasphemy (John 8:59; 10:31)
10Now the son of an Israelite

woman, whose father was an Egyp-
tian, went out among the children
of Israel; and this Israelite woman’s
son and a man of Israel fought each
other in the camp.

11And the Israelite woman’s son
fblasphemed the name of the LORD
and cursed; and so they gbrought
him to Moses. (His mother’s name
was Shelomith the daughter of Dib-
ri, of the tribe of Dan.)

12Then they put him in custody,
that the hmind of the LORD might be
shown to them.

13And the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying,

14“Take outside the camp him
who has cursed; then let all who
heard him lay their hands on his
head, and let all the congregation
stone him.

15“Then you shall speak to the
children of Israel, saying: ‘Whoever
curses his God shall bear his sin.

16‘And iwhoever blasphemes the
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your male and female servants, your
hired man, and the stranger who
dwells with you,

7‘for your livestock and the beasts
that are in your land—all its pro-
duce shall be for food.

Law of the land: (2) year of Jubilee
8‘And you shall count seven sab-

baths of years for yourself, seven
times seven years; and the time of
the seven sabbaths of years shall be
to you forty-nine years.

9‘Then you shall cause the trum-
pet of the Jubilee to sound on the
tenth day of the aseventh month; on
the Day of bAtonement you shall
make the trumpet to sound through-
out all your land.

10‘And you shall consecrate the
fiftieth year, and proclaim c liberty
throughout all the land to all its in-
habitants. It shall be a Jubilee for
you; and each of you shall dreturn to
his possession, and each of you shall
return to his family.

11‘That fiftieth year shall be a Ju-
bilee to you; in it you shall neither
sow nor reap what grows of its own
accord, nor gather the grapes of
your untended vine.

12‘For it is the Jubilee; it shall be
holy to you; you shall eat its pro-
duce from the field.

13‘In this Year of Jubilee, each of
you shall return to his epossession.

14‘And if you sell anything to your
neighbor or buy from your neigh-
bor’s hand, you shall not foppress
one another.

15‘According to the number of
years after the Jubilee you shall buy
from your neighbor, and gaccording
to the number of years of crops he
shall sell to you.

16‘According to the multitude of
years you shall increase its price,
and according to the fewer number
of years you shall diminish its price;
for he sells to you according to the
number of the years of the crops.

17‘Therefore you shall not oppress
one another, but you shall hfear your
God; for I am the LORD your God.

18‘So you shall observe My stat-
utes and keep My judgments, and
perform them; and you will dwell in
the land in safety.
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19‘Then the land will yield its

fruit, and you will eat your fill, and
dwell there in safety.

20‘And if you say, “What shall we
ieat in the seventh year, since we
shall not sow nor gather in our pro-
duce?”

21‘Then I will jcommand My
blessing on you in the ksixth year,
and it will bring forth produce
enough for three years.

22‘And you shall sow in the eighth
year, and eat old produce until the
ninth year; until its produce comes
in, you shall eat of the old harvest.

23‘The land shall not be sold per-
manently, for the land is lMine; for
you are mstrangers and sojourners
with Me.

24‘And in all the land of your pos-
session you shall grant redemption
of the land.

Law of the land: (3) redemption of the
inheritance

25‘If one of your brethren becomes
poor, and has sold some of his pos-
session, nand if his redeeming rela-
tive comes to oredeem it, then he
may redeem what his brother sold.

26‘Or if the man has no one to re-
deem it, but he himself becomes
able to redeem it,

27‘then let him count the years
since its sale, and restore the re-
mainder to the man to whom he
sold it, that he may return to his
possession.

28‘But if he is not able to have it
restored to himself, then what was
sold shall remain in the hand of him
who bought it until the Year of Ju-
bilee; and in the Jubilee it shall be
released, and he shall return to his
possession.

29‘If a man sells a house in a
walled city, then he may redeem it
within a whole year after it is sold;
within a full year he may redeem it.

30‘But if it is not predeemed with-
in the space of a full year, then the
house in the walled city shall belong
permanently to him who bought it,
throughout his generations. It shall
not be released in the Jubilee.

31‘However the houses of villages
which have no wall around them
shall be counted as the fields of the



44‘And as for your male and fe-
male slaves whom you may have—
from the nations that are around
you, from them you may buy male
and female slaves.

45‘Moreover you may buy the
children of the strangers who dwell
among you, and their families who
are with you, which they beget in
your land; and they shall become
your property.

46‘And you may take them as an
inheritance for your children after
you, to inherit them as a possession;
they shall be your permanent
slaves. But regarding your brethren,
the children of Israel, you shall not
rule over one another with rigor.

Law of the land: (5) redemption of
the poor brother—Christ our

Redeeming Relative
47‘Now if a sojourner or stranger

close to you becomes rich, and one
of your brethren who dwells by him
becomes poor, and sells himself to
the stranger or sojourner close to
you, or to a member of the stranger’s
family,

48‘after he is sold he may be re-
deemed again. One of his brothers
may redeem him;

49‘or his uncle or his uncle’s son
may redeem him; or anyone who is
near of kin to him in his family may
redeem him; or if he is able he may
redeem himself.

50‘Thus he shall reckon with him
who bought him: The price of his
release shall be according to the
number of years, from the year that
he was sold to him until the Year of
Jubilee; it shall be according to the
time of a hired servant for him.

51‘If there are still many years re-
maining, according to them he shall
repay the price of his redemption
from the money with which he was
bought.

52‘And if there remain but a few
years until the Year of Jubilee, then
he shall reckon with him, and ac-
cording to his years he shall repay
him the price of his redemption.

country. They may be redeemed,
and they shall be released in the Ju-
bilee.

32‘Nevertheless the acities of the
Levites, and the houses in the cities
of their possession, the Levites may
redeem at any time.

33‘And if a man purchases a
house from the Levites, then the
house that was sold in the city of his
possession shall be released in the
Jubilee; for the houses in the cities
of the Levites are their possession
among the children of Israel.

34‘But the field of the common-
land of their cities may bnot be
csold, for it is their perpetual pos-
session.

Law of the land: (4) poor brother
35 ‘If one of your brethren be-

comes poor, and falls into poverty
among you, then you shall dhelp
him, like a stranger or a sojourner,
that he may live with you.

36‘Take no eusury or interest from
him; but ffear your God, that your
brother may live with you.

37‘You shall not lend him your
money for usury, nor lend him your
food at a profit.

38‘I am the LORD your God, who
brought you out of the land of
Egypt, to give you the land of Ca-
naan and to be your God.

39 ‘And if one of your brethren
who dwells by you becomes poor,
and sells himself to you, you shall
not compel him to serve as a slave.

40‘As a hired servant and a so-
journer he shall be with you, and
shall serve you until the Year of Ju-
bilee.

41‘And then he shall depart from
you—he and his children with
him—and shall return to his own
family. He shall return to the pos-
session of his fathers.

42‘For they are My servants, whom
I brought out of the land of Egypt;
they shall not be sold as slaves.

43‘You shall not rule over him
with rigor, but you shall gfear your
God.
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53‘He shall be with him as a yearly
hired servant, and he shall not rule
with rigor over him in your sight.

54‘And if he is not aredeemed in
these years, then he shall be re-
leased in the Year of Jubilee—he
and his children with him.

55‘For the children of Israel are
servants to Me; they are My servants
whom I brought out of the land of
Egypt: I am the LORD your God.

Law of the land: (6) conditions of
blessing; warnings of chastisement

26‘YOU shall not make b idols
for yourselves;

neither a ccarved image nor a
sacred pillar shall you rear
up for yourselves;

nor shall you set up an engraved
stone in your land, to bow
down to it;

for I am the LORD your God.
2 You shall keep My Sabbaths and

dreverence My sanctuary:
I am the LORD.

Conditions of blessing
3 e ‘If you walk in My statutes and

keep My fcommandments,
and perform them,

4 then I will give you rain in its
season, the land shall yield
its produce, and the trees of
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the field shall yield their
fruit.

5 Your threshing shall last till the
time of vintage, and the vin-
tage shall glast till the time
of sowing;

you shall eat your bread to the
full, and dwell in your land
safely.

6 I will give peace in the land, and
you shall h lie down, and
none will make you iafraid;

I will rid the land of evil jbeasts,
and the sword will not go

through your land.
7 You will chase your enemies,

and they shall fall by the
sword before you.

8 kFive of you shall chase a hun-
dred, and a hundred of you
shall put ten thousand to
flight;

your enemies shall fall by the
sword before you.

9 ‘For I will look on you lfavorably
and make you fruitful, mul-
tiply you and confirm My
mcovenant with you.

10 You shall eat the nold harvest,
and clear out the old be-
cause of the new.

11 I will oset My tabernacle among

26:1 Chapter 26 should be read in connection with Deut. 28—30, referring to the Palestinian Covenant. Be sure to
read also Deut. 30:3, note.

GOD’S PROMISED BLESSINGS AND CURSES

The LORD clearly and vividly spells out the conditions of His agreement with the Israelites. If they obey His law, keep
the commandments and serve only Him, He will send bountiful blessings. If they stray and disobey, terrible punish-
ments will befall them.

Blessings for Obedience Curses for Disobedience
Rain (26:4) Incurable diseases (26:16)
Abundant grain, grapes, and fruit (26:4) Fever leading to blindness and depression (26:16)
Plenty to eat (26:5) Enemies will consume the crops (26:16)
Live safely (26:5) Enemies will destroy the people (26:17)
Live in peace (26:6) No rain (26:19)
Rest without fear (26:6) No harvests (26:20)
Protection from wild animals and enemies (26:6–7) Wild animals will attack and kill the people and 
Ability to defeat enemies (26:8) livestock (26:22)
The nation will grow strong (26:9) Severe famine (26:26)
God will live among them and walk with them God will leave their presence (26:30–31)

(26:11–12) War will destroy the towns and ruin the land (26:31–32)
The people will be taken as prisoners in a foreign 

land (26:33)



Third chastisement: beasts
21 ‘Then, if you walk contrary to

Me, and are not willing to
obey Me, I will bring on you
seven times more plagues,
according to your sins.

22 I will also send mwild beasts
among you, which shall rob
you of your children, de-
stroy your livestock, and
make you few in number;

and your highways shall be
ndesolate.

Fourth chastisement: disease
23 ‘And if by these things you are

not reformed by Me, but
walk contrary to Me,

24 then I also will walk contrary to
you, and I will punish you
yet seven times for your
sins.

25 And I will bring a sword against
you that will execute the
vengeance of the covenant;

when you are gathered together
within your cities I will send
opestilence among you;

and you shall be delivered into
the hand of the enemy.

26 When I have cut off your supply
of pbread, ten women shall
bake your bread in one
oven, and they shall bring
back your bread by weight,
and you shall eat and not be
qsatisfied.

Fifth chastisement: famine
27 ‘And after all this, if you do not

obey Me, but walk contrary
to Me,

28 then I also will walk contrary to
you in fury;

and I, even I, will chastise you
seven times for your sins.

29 You shall reat the flesh of your
sons, and you shall eat the
flesh of your daughters.

30 I will destroy your shigh places,
cut down your incense al-
tars, and tcast your carcass-
es on the lifeless forms of
your idols;

and My soul shall abhor you.
31 I will lay your ucities waste and

bring your vsanctuaries to
desolation, and I will not

you, and My soul shall not
abhor you.

12 I will walk among you and be
your aGod, and you shall be
My people.

13 I am the LORD your God, who
brought you out of the land
of Egypt, that you should
not be their bslaves;

I have broken the bands of your
cyoke and made you walk
upright.

Warnings of chastisement
14 ‘But if you do not obey Me, and

do not observe all these
commandments,

15 and if you despise My statutes,
or if your soul abhors My
judgments, so that you do
not perform all My com-
mandments, but break My
covenant,

First chastisement: distress
16 I also will do this to you:

I will even appoint terror over
you, wasting disease and
fever which shall consume
the eyes and dcause sorrow
of heart.

And you shall sow your seed in
evain, for your enemies
shall eat it.

17 I will fset My face against you,
and you shall be gdefeated
by your enemies.

Those who hate you shall hreign
over you, and you shall iflee
when no one pursues you.

Second chastisement: drought
18 ‘And after all this, if you do not

obey Me, then I will punish
you seven times more for
your sins.

19 I will break the pride of your
power;

I will make your jheavens like
iron and your earth like
bronze.

20 And your strength shall be spent
kin vain;

for your land shall not yield its
produce, nor shall the trees
of the land lyield their fruit.

26:22

m Deut. 32:24;
Ezek. 14:21

n Judg. 5:6

26:25

o Num. 16:49;
2 Sam. 24:15

26:26

p Ps. 105:16;
Ezek. 4:16-17

q Hag. 1:6

26:29

r 2 Kin. 6:28-29

26:30

s 2 Kin. 23:8,20;
see Judg. 3:7
and 1 Kin. 3:2,
notes

t 1 Kin. 13:2

26:31

u 2 Kin. 25:4,10

v 2 Chr. 36:19

26:12

a Jer. 7:23; 2 Cor.
6:16

26:13

b Ex. 20:2

c Cp. Gen. 27:40

26:16

d Ezek. 24:23

e Judg. 6:3-6

26:17

f Ps. 34:16

g 1 Sam. 4:10;
31:1

h Ps. 106:41

i Prov. 28:1

26:19

j Deut. 28:23; cp.
1 Kin. 17:1

26:20

k Ps. 127:1

l Gen. 4:12

190 LEVITICUS 26:12–31



asmell the fragrance of your
sweet aromas.

Sixth chastisement: dispersion
(cp. Dt. 28:58–67)

32 I will bring the land to desola-
tion, and your enemies who
dwell in it shall be baston-
ished at it.

33 I will cscatter you among the na-
tions and draw out a sword
after you;

your land shall be desolate and
your cities waste.

34 Then the land shall enjoy its
dsabbaths as long as it lies
desolate and you are in your
enemies’ land;

then the land shall rest and en-
joy its sabbaths.

35 As long as it lies desolate it shall
rest—

for the time it did not rest on
your sabbaths when you
dwelt in it.

36 ‘And as for those of you who are
left, I will send e faintness
into their hearts in the
lands of their enemies;

the sound of a shaken leaf shall
cause them to flee;

they shall flee as though fleeing
from a sword, and they shall
fall when no one pursues.

37 They shall stumble over one an-
other, as it were before a
sword, when no one pur-
sues;

and you shall have no power to
fstand before your enemies.

38 You shall gperish among the na-
tions, and the land of your
enemies shall eat you up.

39 And those of you who are left
shall hwaste away in their
iniquity in your enemies’
lands;

also in their ifathers’ iniquities,
which are with them, they
shall waste away.

Abrahamic Covenant remains despite
the disobedience and dispersion

40 ‘But if they jconfess their iniqui-
ty and the iniquity of their
fathers, with their unfaith-
fulness in which they were
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unfaithful to Me, and that
they also have walked con-
trary to Me,

41 and that I also have walked con-
trary to them and have
brought them into the land
of their enemies;

if their uncircumcised hearts
are khumbled, and they lac-
cept their guilt—

42 then I will mremember My cov-
enant with Jacob, and My
covenant with Isaac and My
covenant with Abraham I
will remember;

I will remember the land.
43 The land also shall be left empty

by them, and will enjoy its
sabbaths while it lies deso-
late without them;

they will accept their guilt, be-
cause they despised My
judgments and because their
soul abhorred My statutes.

44 Yet for all that, when they are in
the land of their enemies, I
will not ncast them away,
nor shall I abhor them, to ut-
terly destroy them and break
My covenant with them;

for I am the LORD their God.
45 But for their sake I will remem-

ber the covenant of their
ancestors, whom I brought
out of the land of Egypt in
the sight of the nations, that
I might be their God:

I am the LORD.’ ”
46These are the statutes and judg-

ments and laws which the LORD
made between Himself and the chil-
dren of Israel on Mount Sinai by the
hand of Moses.

About dedicated persons and things

27NOW the LORD spoke to
oMoses, saying,

2“Speak to the children of Israel,
and say to them: ‘When a man con-
secrates by a pvow certain persons
to the LORD, according to your valu-
ation,

3‘if your valuation is of a male
from twenty years old up to sixty
years old, then your valuation shall
be fifty qshekels of silver, according
to the shekel of the sanctuary.



17‘If he dedicates his field from
the Year of Jubilee, according to
your valuation it shall stand.

18‘But if he dedicates his field af-
ter the Jubilee, then the priest shall
reckon to him the money due ac-
cording to the years that hremain till
the Year of Jubilee, and it shall be
deducted from your valuation.

19‘And if he who dedicates the
field ever wishes to iredeem it, then
he must add one-fifth of the money
of your valuation to it, and it shall
belong to him.

20‘But if he does not want to jre-
deem the field, or if he has sold the
field to another man, it shall not be
redeemed anymore;

21‘but the field, when it is kre-
leased in the lJubilee, shall be holy
to the LORD, as a mdevoted field; it
shall be the possession of the priest.

22‘And if a man dedicates to the
LORD a field which he has bought,
which is not the field of his posses-
sion,

23‘then the priest shall reckon to
him the worth of your valuation, up
to the Year of Jubilee, and he shall
give your valuation on that day as a
holy offering to the LORD.

24‘In the Year of Jubilee the field
shall nreturn to him from whom it
was bought, to the one who owned
the land as a possession.

25‘And all your valuations shall be
according to the shekel of the sanc-
tuary: twenty ogerahs to the shekel.

Three things that are the LORD’s
absolutely: (1) firstborn of

the animals
26 ‘But the firstborn of the ani-

mals, which should be the pLORD’S
firstborn, no man shall dedicate;
whether it is an ox or sheep, it is
the LORD’S.

27‘And if it is an unclean animal,
then he shall qredeem it according
to your valuation, and shall add one-
fifth to it; or if it is not redeemed,
then it shall be sold according to
your valuation.

(2) Any dedicated thing
28‘Nevertheless no devoted offer-

4‘If it is a female, then your valua-
tion shall be thirty shekels;

5‘and if from five years old up to
twenty years old, then your valuation
for a male shall be twenty shekels,
and for a female ten shekels;

6‘and if from a month old up to
five years old, then your valuation
for a male shall be five shekels of sil-
ver, and for a female your valuation
shall be three shekels of silver;

7‘and if from sixty years old and
above, if it is a male, then your val-
uation shall be fifteen shekels, and
for a female ten shekels.

8‘But if he is too poor to pay your
valuation, then he shall present
himself before the priest, and the
priest shall set a value for ahim; ac-
cording to the ability of him who
vowed, the priest shall value him.

9‘If it is an animal that men may
bring as an offering to the LORD, all
that anyone gives to the LORD shall
be holy.

10‘He shall not substitute it or ex-
change it, good for bad or bad for
good; and if he at all exchanges ani-
mal for animal, then both it and the
one exchanged for it shall be bholy.

11‘If it is an unclean animal which
they do not offer as a sacrifice to the
LORD, then he shall present the ani-
mal before the priest;

12‘and the priest shall set a value
for it, whether it is good or bad; as
you, the priest, value it, so it shall
be.

13‘But if he wants at all to cre-
deem it, then he must add done-
fifth to your valuation.

14 ‘And when a man ededicates
his house to be holy to the LORD,
then the priest shall set a value for
it, whether it is good or bad; as the
priest values it, so it shall stand.

15‘If he who dedicated it wants to
fredeem his house, then he must
add one-fifth of the money of your
valuation to it, and it shall be his.

16‘If a man dedicates to the LORD
part of a field of his possession, then
your valuation shall be according to
the seed for it. A ghomer of barley
seed shall be valued at fifty gshekels
of silver.
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ing that a man may devote to the
LORD of all that he has, both man
and beast, or the field of his posses-
sion, shall be sold or aredeemed;
every devoted offering is most holy
to the LORD.

29‘No person under the ban, who
may become doomed to destruction
among men, shall be redeemed, but
shall surely be put to death.

(3) All tithes of land,
trees, and animals

30‘And ball the ctithe of the land,
whether of the seed of the land or of
the fruit of the tree, is the LORD’S. It
is holy to the LORD.

27:32

d Cp. Jer. 33:13;
Ezek. 20:37;
Mic. 7:14

27:33

e Redemption (re-
deeming relative
type): v. 33;
Num. 5:8. (Gen.
48:16; Is. 59:20,
note)

27:34

f Mal. 4:4

g Ex. 19:1-6,25;
cp. Heb. 12:18-
29

27:28

a Redemption (re-
deeming relative
type): v. 28; Lev.
27:33. (Gen.
48:16; Is. 59:20,
note)

27:30

b Gen. 28:22;
Num. 18:21,24

c See 2 Cor. 8:1,
note

LEVITICUS 27:29–34 193
31‘If a man wants at all to redeem

any of his tithes, he shall add one-
fifth to it.

32‘And concerning the tithe of the
herd or the flock, of whatever
dpasses under the rod, the tenth
one shall be holy to the LORD.

33‘He shall not inquire whether it
is good or bad, nor shall he ex-
change it; and if he exchanges it at
all, then both it and the one ex-
changed for it shall be holy; it shall
not be eredeemed.’ ”

34 fThese are the commandments
which the LORD commanded Moses
for the children of Israel on Mount
gSinai.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Moses Wilderness Wanderings c. 1450–1410 B.C.

Background
Numbers derives its name from the record of the two numberings of the Israelites (chs. 1 and 26), being called in the
Greek version Arithmoi, and in the Vulgate, Numeri. More accurate is the Hebrew title, Bemidbar (“In the Wilderness”).

The first part of the book concludes the divine record of the experiences at Sinai and thus points back to Exodus. The
major part of Numbers recounts the years of wandering, from the time that Israel departed from Sinai until, as a new gen-
eration, they reached the Jordan River. The first year and a half (approximately) of Israel’s forty years’ wandering is
recorded in Exodus 12:37—Numbers 14:45; and the last few months, in Numbers 20:14 to the end of the book. Between
14:45 and 20:14 there is a period of about thirty-eight years (compare Deuteronomy 2:14).

God’s Relationship with Man
Redeemed from Egypt, possessing the law, led by Moses, daily looking upon the tabernacle, and supernaturally guided
by cloud and pillar of fire, Israel should have walked triumphantly in the perfect will of God. Instead they failed repeat-
edly, as this book records.

Types in Numbers
Numbers presents several types rich in meaning. See notes on the following passages for the typical significance of show-
bread (4:7); Nazirite (6:2); rest (15:1); Aaron’s rod (17:8); red heifer (19:2); water (19:2) and serpent (21:9). 

The Old Testament in the New
Our Lord makes special reference to the bronze serpent lifted up by Moses (John 3:14). Paul mentions the serpents which
destroyed the people (1 Corinthians 10:9), and the sin of Baal Peor (1 Corinthians 10:8). Peter in his epistle (2 Peter
2:15–16) and John (Revelation 2:14) both refer to the sin of Balaam.

As in Israel each person had his definitely assigned place and task for the welfare of the whole nation, so in the Church
each member of the body of Christ has his particular place and function for the building up of the body of Christ (1 Cor-
inthians 12; Ephesians 4:1–16).

Outline
Numbers may be divided into four major sections:

I. Preparations for Departure from Sinai: Order of the Host 1:1—10:10
A. Moses’ Numbering of the Able Men of War 1:1–54
B. Arrangement of the Camp 2:1–34
C. The Priests 3:1–4
D. The Tribe of Levi 3:5–13
E. The Families of Levi 3:14–24
F. The Duties of the Sons of Levi 3:25–39

G. The Redemption of the Firstborn 3:40–51
H. Service of the Kohathites 4:1–15
I. The Office of Eleazer 4:16–20
J. Service of the Gershonites 4:21–28

K. Service of the Merarites 4:29–49
L. Necessity of Purity; Defilement Banished 5:1–31

M. The Nazirites 6:1–27
N. Gifts of the Leaders 7:1–89
O. The Lamps and Lampstand 8:1–4
P. Cleansing of the Levites 8:5–26
Q. The Passover 9:1–14
R. The Guiding Cloud 9:15–23
S. The Silver Assembly Trumpets 10:1–10

II. From Sinai to the Plains of Moab 10:11—21:35
A. From Sinai to Kadesh Barnea 10:11—12:16
B. At Kadesh Barnea 13:1—14:45
C. The Years of Wandering 15:1—21:35

III. The Prophecies of Balaam 22:1—25:18 
IV. Instructions and Preparations for Entering the Promised Land 26:1—36:13

THE FOURTH BOOK OF MOSES CALLED

N U M B E R S



I. Preparations for Departure
from Sinai, 1:1—10:10

Order of the army: (1) Moses
numbers able men of war

1NOW the LORD spoke to Moses
in the Wilderness of aSinai, in

the tabernacle of meeting, on the
bfirst day of the csecond month, in
the second year after they had come
out of the land of Egypt, saying:

2d“Take a census of all the con-
gregation of the children of Israel,
by their families, by their fathers’
houses, according to the number of
names, every male eindividually,

3“from f twenty years old and
above—all who are able to go to
war in Israel. You and Aaron shall
number them by their armies.

4“And with you there shall be a
man from every tribe, each one the
head of his father’s house.

5“These are the names of the
men who shall stand with you: from
Reuben, Elizur the son of Shedeur;

6“from Simeon, Shelumiel the
son of Zurishaddai;

7“from Judah, Nahshon the son of
Amminadab;

8“from Issachar, Nethanel the son
of Zuar;

9“from Zebulun, Eliab the son of
Helon;

10“from the sons of Joseph: from
Ephraim, Elishama the son of Am-
mihud; from Manasseh, Gamaliel
the son of Pedahzur;

11“from Benjamin, Abidan the
son of Gideoni;

12“from Dan, Ahiezer the son of
Ammishaddai;

13“from Asher, Pagiel the son of
Ocran;

14“from Gad, Eliasaph the son of
Deuel;*

15“from Naphtali, Ahira the son
of Enan.”

16gThese were hchosen from the
congregation, leaders of their fa-
thers’ tribes, iheads of the divisions
in Israel.

17Then Moses and Aaron took
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these men who had been men-
tioned by name,

18and they assembled all the con-
gregation together on the first day of
the jsecond month; and they recited
their ancestry by families, by their fa-
thers’ houses, according to the num-
ber of names, from twenty years old
and above, each one individually.

19kAs the LORD commanded Mo-
ses, so he numbered them in the
Wilderness of Sinai.

20Now the children of lReuben,
Israel’s oldest son, their genealogies
by their families, by their fathers’
house, according to the number of
names, every male individually,
from twenty years old and above, all
who were able to go to war:

21those who were numbered of
the tribe of Reuben were forty-six
thousand five hundred.

22From the children of mSimeon,
their genealogies by their families,
by their fathers’ house, of those
who were numbered, according to
the number of names, every male
individually, from twenty years old
and above, all who were able to go
to war:

23those who were numbered of
the tribe of Simeon were fifty-nine
thousand three hundred.

24From the children of nGad,
their genealogies by their families,
by their fathers’ house, according to
the number of names, from twenty
years old and above, all who were
able to go to war:

25those who were numbered of
the tribe of Gad were forty-five
thousand six hundred and fifty.

26From the children of o Judah,
their genealogies by their families,
by their fathers’ house, according to
the number of names, from twenty
years old and above, all who were
able to go to war:

27those who were numbered of
the tribe of Judah were seventy-four
thousand six hundred.

28From the children of pIssachar,
their genealogies by their families,
*1:14 Spelled Reuel in 2:14

1:1 spoke. Approximately 1445 B.C. See Ex. 1:8, note.
second month. This is the month of Iyyar (or Ziv) in the
Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern

months of April–May. For more information on the Hebrew
religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.



by their fathers’ house, according to
the number of names, from twenty
years old and above, all who were
able to go to war:

41those who were numbered of
the tribe of Asher were forty-one
thousand five hundred.

42From the children of hNaphtali,
their genealogies by their families,
by their fathers’ house, according to
the number of names, from twenty
years old and above, all who were
able to go to war:

43those who were numbered of
the tribe of Naphtali were fifty-three
thousand four hundred.

44These are the ones who were
numbered, whom Moses and Aaron
numbered, with the leaders of Isra-
el, twelve men, each one represent-
ing his father’s house.

45So all who were numbered of
the children of Israel, by their fa-
thers’ houses, from twenty years old
and above, all who were able to go
to war in Israel—

46 iall who were numbered were
six hundred and three thousand five
hundred and fifty.

Levites exempted for other service
47 jBut the Levites were not num-

bered among them by their fathers’
tribe;

48for the LORD had spoken to Mo-
ses, saying:

49“Only the tribe of Levi you shall
not number, nor take a census of
them among the children of Israel;

50“but you shall kappoint the Le-
vites over the tabernacle of the Tes-
timony, over all its furnishings, and
over all things that belong to it; they
shall carry the tabernacle and all its
furnishings; they shall attend to it
and camp around the tabernacle.

51“And when the tabernacle is to
go forward, the lLevites shall take it
down; and when the tabernacle is
to be set up, the Levites shall set it
mup. The outsider who comes near
shall be put to death.

52“The children of Israel shall
pitch their tents, neveryone by his

by their fathers’ house, according to
the number of names, from twenty
years old and above, all who were
able to go to war:

29those who were numbered of
the tribe of Issachar were fifty-four
thousand four hundred.

30From the children of aZebulun,
their genealogies by their families,
by their fathers’ house, according to
the number of names, from twenty
years old and above, all who were
able to go to war:

31those who were numbered of
the tribe of Zebulun were fifty-seven
thousand four hundred.

32From the sons of bJoseph, the
children of Ephraim, their genealo-
gies by their families, by their fa-
thers’ house, according to the num-
ber of names, from twenty years old
and above, all who were able to go
to war:

33those who were numbered of
the tribe of cEphraim were forty
thousand five hundred.

34From the children of dManas-
seh, their genealogies by their fami-
lies, by their fathers’ house, accord-
ing to the number of names, from
twenty years old and above, all who
were able to go to war:

35those who were numbered of
the tribe of Manasseh were thirty-
two thousand two hundred.

36From the children of eBenja-
min, their genealogies by their fam-
ilies, by their fathers’ house, accord-
ing to the number of names, from
twenty years old and above, all who
were able to go to war:

37those who were numbered of
the tribe of Benjamin were thirty-
five thousand four hundred.

38From the children of fDan, their
genealogies by their families, by
their fathers’ house, according to
the number of names, from twenty
years old and above, all who were
able to go to war:

39those who were numbered of
the tribe of Dan were sixty-two
thousand seven hundred.

40From the children of gAsher,
their genealogies by their families,
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own camp, everyone by his own
standard, according to their armies;

53“but the Levites shall acamp
around the tabernacle of the Testi-
mony, that there may be no bwrath
on the congregation of the children
of Israel; and the Levites shall ckeep
charge of the tabernacle of the Tes-
timony.”

54Thus the children of Israel did;
according to all that the LORD com-
manded Moses, so they did.

Order of the army: (2) arrangement
of the camp

2AND the LORD spoke to Moses
and Aaron, saying:

2“Everyone of the children of Israel
shall camp by his own standard, be-
side the emblems of his father’s
house; they shall camp some distance
from the tabernacle of meeting.

3“On the deast side, toward the ris-
ing of the sun, those of the standard
of the forces with Judah shall camp
according to their armies; and eNah-
shon the son of Amminadab shall be
the leader of the children of Judah.”

4And his army was numbered at
seventy-four thousand six hundred.

5“Those who camp next to him
shall be the tribe of Issachar, and Ne-
thanel the son of Zuar shall be the
leader of the children of Issachar.”

6And his army was numbered at
fifty-four thousand four hundred.

7“Then comes the tribe of Zebu-
lun, and Eliab the son of Helon shall
be the leader of the children of Zeb-
ulun.”

8And his army was numbered at
fifty-seven thousand four hundred.
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9“All who were numbered ac-

cording to their armies of the forces
with Judah, one hundred and
eighty-six thousand four hundred—
these shall break camp ffirst.

10“On the gsouth side shall be the
standard of the forces with Reuben
according to their armies, and the
leader of the children of Reuben
shall be Elizur the son of Shedeur.”

11And his army was numbered at
forty-six thousand five hundred.

12“Those who camp next to him
shall be the tribe of Simeon, and the
leader of the children of Simeon
shall be Shelumiel the son of Zuri-
shaddai.”

13And his army was numbered at
fifty-nine thousand three hundred.

14“Then comes the tribe of Gad,
and the leader of the children of Gad
shall be Eliasaph the son of Reuel.”*

15And his army was numbered at
forty-five thousand six hundred and
fifty.

16“All who were numbered ac-
cording to their armies of the forces
with Reuben, one hundred and fifty-
one thousand four hundred and
fifty—they shall be the hsecond to
break camp.

17 i“And the tabernacle of meeting
shall move out with the camp of the
Levites jin the middle of the camps;
as they camp, so they shall move
out, everyone in his place, by their
standards.

18“On the west side shall be the
standard of the forces with Ephraim
according to their armies, and the
leader of the children of Ephraim
*2:14 Spelled Deuel in 1:14 and 7:42

1:47 THE LEVITES AND THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES

The Levites derive their name from the fact that they were of the tribe of Levi. Levi had three sons: Gershon, Kohath,
and Merari (Gen. 46:11). Kohath’s grandsons were Moses and Aaron through Amram (see Ex. 6:16–20; Num.
3:14–24; 1 Chr. 6:1–48). All true priests in Israel were descendants of Aaron; hence they are known as the Aaronic
priesthood (Ex. 28:1ff.; 31:10; Lev. 8:2ff.; 9:1ff.; Num. 3:1–4).

The transportation and maintenance of the tabernacle of meeting, and, later, the care of the temple required the la-
bor of many more men than the descendants of Aaron. Those who so ministered were Levites. They did not, as other
tribes, have a definite portion of the land assigned them, but lived in various towns and cities (Josh. 21). Originally the
age of those who served was between thirty and fifty; later the age limit was lowered to twenty (2 Chr. 31:17).

In ch. 18 the distinctive tasks of the three major divisions of the Levites are described. They served in the place of
the firstborn of all the families of Israel who originally had been declared set apart to the service of God (Ex.
13:1–2,12–16). All priests were also, as the descendants of Levi, true Levites, but the priesthood is more accurately
called Aaronic than Levitical.



31“All who were numbered of the
forces with Dan, one hundred and
fifty-seven thousand six hundred—
they shall break camp c last, with
their standards.”

32These are the ones who were
numbered of the children of Israel
by their fathers’ houses. dAll who
were numbered according to their
armies of the forces were six hun-
dred and three thousand five hun-
dred and fifty.

33But the Levites were enot num-
bered among the children of Israel,
just as the LORD commanded Moses.

34Thus the children of Israel fdid
according to all that the LORD com-
manded Moses; so they gcamped by
their standards and so they broke
camp, each one by his family, ac-
cording to their fathers’ houses.

Order of the army: (3) the priests

3NOW these are the hrecords of
Aaron and Moses when the LORD

spoke with Moses on Mount iSinai.
2And these are the names of the

sons of Aaron: Nadab, the firstborn,
and jAbihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.

3These are the names of the sons
of Aaron, the anointed priests, whom
he consecrated to minister as priests.

4Nadab and Abihu had died be-
fore the LORD when they offered
profane fire before the LORD in the
Wilderness of Sinai; and they had
no children. So Eleazar and Ithamar
ministered as priests in the pres-
ence of Aaron their father.

Order of the army: (4) the
tribe of Levi

5And the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying:

6k“Bring the tribe of Levi near,
and present them before Aaron the
priest, that they may serve him.

7“And they shall attend to his
needs and the needs of the whole
congregation before the tabernacle
of meeting, to do the work of the
tabernacle.

8“Also they shall attend to all the
furnishings of the tabernacle of
meeting, and to the needs of the
children of Israel, to do the work of
the tabernacle.

9“And you shall lgive the Levites

shall be Elishama the son of Ammi-
hud.”

19And his army was numbered at
forty thousand five hundred.

20“Next to him comes the tribe of
Manasseh, and the leader of the
children of Manasseh shall be Ga-
maliel the son of Pedahzur.”

21And his army was numbered at
thirty-two thousand two hundred.

22“Then comes the tribe of Benja-
min, and the leader of the children
of Benjamin shall be Abidan the son
of Gideoni.”

23And his army was numbered at
thirty-five thousand four hundred.

24“All who were numbered ac-
cording to their armies of the forces
with Ephraim, one hundred and
eight thousand one hundred—athey
shall be the bthird to break camp.

25“The standard of the forces with
Dan shall be on the north side ac-
cording to their armies, and the
leader of the children of Dan shall be
Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai.”

26And his army was numbered at
sixty-two thousand seven hundred.

27“Those who camp next to him
shall be the tribe of Asher, and the
leader of the children of Asher shall
be Pagiel the son of Ocran.”

28And his army was numbered at
forty-one thousand five hundred.

29“Then comes the tribe of Naph-
tali, and the leader of the children
of Naphtali shall be Ahira the son of
Enan.”

30And his army was numbered at
fifty-three thousand four hundred.
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2:34 THE ORDER OF 
THE ISRAELITE ARMY

Tribe Leader Size of army Location
Judah Nahshon 74,600 east side
Issachar Nethanel 54,400 east side
Zebulun Eliab 57,400 east side
Reuben Elizur 46,500 south side
Simeon Shelumiel 59,300 south side
Gad Eliasaph 45,650 south side
Ephraim Elishama 40,500 west side
Manasseh Gamaliel 32,200 west side
Benjamin Abidan 35,400 west side
Dan Ahiezer 62,700 north side
Asher Pagiel 41,500 north side
Naphtali Ahira 53,400 north side



to Aaron and his sons; they are giv-
en entirely to him* from among the
children of Israel.

10“So you shall appoint Aaron and
his sons, and they shall attend to
their apriesthood; but the outsider
who comes near shall be put to
death.”

11Then the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying:

12“Now behold, I Myself have
taken the Levites from among the
children of Israel binstead of every
firstborn who opens the womb
among the children of Israel. There-
fore the Levites shall be cMine,

13“because all the firstborn are
dMine. On the day that I struck all
the firstborn in the land of Egypt, I
sanctified to Myself all the firstborn
in Israel, both man and beast. They
shall be Mine: I am the LORD.”

Order of the army: (5) the
families of Levi

14Then the LORD spoke to Moses
in the Wilderness of Sinai, saying:

15“Number the children of eLevi
by their fathers’ houses, by their
families; you shall number every
male from a month old and above.”

16So Moses numbered them ac-
cording to the word of the LORD, as
he was commanded.

17These were the sons of Levi by
their names: Gershon, Kohath, and
Merari.

18And these are the names of the
sons of fGershon by their families:
Libni and Shimei.

19And the sons of gKohath by
their families: hAmram, Izehar, He-
bron, and Uzziel.

20And the sons of iMerari by their
families: Mahli and Mushi. These
are the families of the Levites by
their fathers’ houses.

21From Gershon came the family
of the Libnites and the family of the
Shimites; these were the families of
the Gershonites.

22Those who were numbered, ac-
cording to the number of all the
males from a month old and
above—of those who were num-
bered there were seven thousand
five hundred.

23The families of the Gershonites
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were to camp behind the tabernacle
westward.

24And the leader of the father’s
house of the Gershonites was Elia-
saph the son of Lael.

Order of the army: (6) the
duties of the sons of Levi

25The duties of the children of
Gershon in the tabernacle of meet-
ing included the tabernacle, the tent
with its covering, the screen for the
door of the tabernacle of meeting,

26the screen for the door of the
court, the hangings of the court
which are around the tabernacle and
the altar, and their jcords, according
to all the work relating to them.

27From kKohath came the family
of the Amramites, the family of the
Izharites, the family of the He-
bronites, and the family of the Uzzi-
elites; these were the families of the
Kohathites.

28According to the number of all
the males, from a month old and
above, there were eight thousand
six* hundred keeping charge of the
sanctuary.

29The families of the lchildren of
Kohath were to camp on the south
side of the tabernacle.

30And the leader of the fathers’
house of the families of the Kohath-
ites was Elizaphan the son of mUz-
ziel.

31Their duty included the ark, the
table, the lampstand, the altars, the
utensils of the sanctuary with which
they ministered, the screen, and all
the work relating to them.

32And Eleazar the son of Aaron
the priest was to be chief over the
leaders of the Levites, with over-
sight of those who kept charge of
the sanctuary.

33From Merari came the family of
the Mahlites and the family of the
Mushites; these were the families of
Merari.

34And those who were numbered,
according to the number of all the
males from a month old and above,
were six thousand two hundred.

35The leader of the fathers’ house
*3:9 Samaritan Pentateuch and Septuagint read Me.
*3:28 Some manuscripts of the Septuagint read
three.



44Then the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying:

45g“Take the Levites instead of all
the firstborn among the children of
Israel, and the livestock of the Le-
vites instead of their livestock. The
Levites shall be Mine: I am the LORD.

46“And for the redemption of the
two hundred and seventy-three of
the firstborn of the children of Isra-
el, who are more than the number
of the Levites,

47“you shall take hfive ishekels for
each one j individually; you shall
take them in the currency of the
shekel of the sanctuary, the shekel
of twenty igerahs.

48“And you shall give the money,
with which the excess number of
them is redeemed, to Aaron and his
sons.”

49So Moses took the redemption
money from those who were over
and above those who were re-
deemed by the Levites.

50From the firstborn of the chil-
dren of Israel he took the money,
one thousand three hundred and
sixty-five shekels, according to the
shekel of the sanctuary.

51And Moses gave their redemp-
tion money to Aaron and his sons,
according to the word of the LORD,
as the LORD commanded Moses.

Order of the army: (8) the service
of the Kohathites

4THEN the LORD spoke to Moses
and Aaron, saying:

2“Take a census of the sons of
kKohath from among the children of
Levi, by their families, by their fa-
thers’ house,

3“from l thirty years old and
above, even to fifty years old, all
who enter the service to do the
work in the tabernacle of meeting.

4“This is the service of the sons
of Kohath in the tabernacle of meet-
ing, relating to the most holy things:

5“When the camp prepares to

of the families of Merari was Zuriel
the son of Abihail. These were to
camp on the north side of the taber-
nacle.

36And the appointed aduty of the
children of Merari included the
boards of the tabernacle, its bars, its
pillars, its sockets, its utensils, all
the work relating to them,

37and the pillars of the court all
around, with their sockets, their
pegs, and their cords.

38Moreover those who were to
camp before the tabernacle on the
east, before the tabernacle of meet-
ing, were Moses, Aaron, and his
sons, keeping charge of the sanctu-
ary, to meet the needs of the chil-
dren of Israel; but the outsider who
came near was to be put to bdeath.

39cAll who were numbered of the
Levites, whom Moses and Aaron
numbered at the commandment of
the LORD, by their families, all the
males from a month old and above,
were twenty-two thousand.

Order of the army: (7) firstborn
redeemed

40Then the LORD said to Moses:
d“Number all the firstborn males of
the children of Israel from a month
old and above, and take the number
of their names.

41e“And you shall take the Levites
for Me—I am the LORD—instead of
all the firstborn among the children
of Israel, and the livestock of the Le-
vites instead of all the firstborn
among the livestock of the children
of Israel.”

42So Moses numbered all the
firstborn among the children of Isra-
el, as the LORD commanded him.

43And fall the firstborn males, ac-
cording to the number of names
from a month old and above, of
those who were numbered of them,
were twenty-two thousand two
hundred and seventy-three.
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journey, Aaron and his sons shall
come, and they shall take down the
covering aveil and cover the bark of
the Testimony with it.

6“Then they shall put on it a cov-
ering of badger skins, and spread
over that a cloth entirely of cblue;
and they shall insert its dpoles.

7“On the table of showbread they
shall spread a blue cloth, and put on
it the dishes, the pans, the bowls,
and the pitchers for pouring; and
the eshowbread* shall be on it.

8“They shall spread over them a
scarlet cloth, and cover the same
with a covering of badger skins; and
they shall insert its poles.

9“And they shall take a blue cloth
and cover the lampstand of the
light, with its lamps, its wick-trim-
mers, its trays, and all its oil vessels,
with which they service it.

10“Then they shall put it with all
its utensils in a covering of badger
skins, and put it on a carrying beam.

11“Over the fgolden altar they
shall spread a blue cloth, and cover
it with a covering of badger skins;
and they shall insert its poles.

12“Then they shall take all the
gutensils of service with which they
minister in the sanctuary, put them
in a blue cloth, cover them with a
covering of badger skins, and put
them on a carrying beam.

13“Also they shall take away the
ashes from the altar, and spread a
purple cloth over it.

14“They shall put on it all its im-
plements with which they minister
there—the firepans, the forks, the
shovels, the basins, and all the
utensils of the altar—and they shall
spread on it a covering of badger
skins, and insert its poles.

15“And when Aaron and his sons
have finished covering the sanctu-
ary and all the furnishings of the
sanctuary, when the camp is set to
go, then the sons of hKohath shall
come to carry them; but they shall
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not touch any holy thing, lest they
idie. These are the things in the
tabernacle of meeting which the
sons of Kohath are to carry.

Order of the army: (9) the
office of Eleazar

16“The appointed duty of Eleazar
the son of Aaron the priest is the joil
for the light, the ksweet incense, the
daily grain offering, the lanointing
oil, the oversight of all the taberna-
cle, of all that is in it, with the sanc-
tuary and its furnishings.”

17Then the LORD spoke to Moses
and Aaron, saying:

18“Do not cut off the tribe of the
families of the Kohathites from
among the Levites;

19“but do this in regard to them,
that they may live and not die when
they approach the most mholy
things: Aaron and his sons shall go
in and appoint each of them to his
service and his task.

20“But they shall not go in to
nwatch while the holy things are be-
ing covered, lest they die.”

Order of the army: (10) the
service of the Gershonites

21Then the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying:

22“Also take a census of the sons
of oGershon, by their fathers’
house, by their families.

23“From p thirty years old and
above, even to fifty years old, you
shall number them, all who enter to
perform the service, to do the work
in the tabernacle of meeting.

24“This is the qservice of the fam-
ilies of the Gershonites, in serving
and carrying:

25 r“They shall carry the scurtains
of the tabernacle and the tabernacle
of meeting with its covering, the
covering of tbadger skins that is on
it, the screen for the door of the
tabernacle of meeting,
*4:7 Literally the continual bread

4:7 showbread. “The showbread,” a type of Christ, the
Bread of God, nourisher of the Christian’s life as a believer-
priest (1 Pet. 2:9; Rev. 1:6). In John 6:33–58 our Lord has
more in mind the manna, that food which “comes down
from heaven”; but all typical meanings of bread are there
gathered into His words. The manna is the life-giving Christ;

the showbread, the life-sustaining Christ. The showbread typ-
ifies Christ as the “grain of wheat” (John 12:24) ground in the
mill of suffering (John 12:27) and brought into the fire of
judgment (John 12:31–33). We, as priests, by faith feed upon
Him as having undergone that in our stead and for our sakes.
We are fed by meditation upon Christ, as in Hebrew 12:2–3.



tabernacle of meeting, whom Moses
and Aaron numbered according to
the commandment of the LORD by
the hand of Moses.

38And those who were numbered
of the sons of Gershon, by their
families and by their fathers’ house,

39from thirty years old and above,
even to fifty years old, everyone
who entered the service for work in
the tabernacle of meeting—

40those who were numbered by
their families, by their fathers’
house, were two thousand six hun-
dred and thirty.

41 jThese are the ones who were
numbered of the families of the
sons of Gershon, of all who might
serve in the tabernacle of meeting,
whom Moses and Aaron numbered
according to the commandment of
the LORD.

42Those of the families of the sons
of Merari who were numbered, by
their families, by their fathers’ house,

43from thirty years old and above,
even to fifty years old, everyone
who entered the service for work in
the tabernacle of meeting—

44those who were numbered by
their families were three thousand
two hundred.

45These are the ones who were
numbered of the families of the sons
of Merari, whom Moses and Aaron
numbered according to the word of
the LORD by the hand of Moses.

46All who were knumbered of the
Levites, whom Moses, Aaron, and
the leaders of Israel numbered, by
their families and by their fathers’
houses,

47 l from thirty years old and
above, even to fifty years old, every-
one who came to do the work of
service and the work of bearing bur-
dens in the tabernacle of meeting—

48those who were numbered
were eight thousand five hundred
and eighty.

49According to the command-
ment of the LORD they were num-
bered by the hand of Moses, each
according to his mservice and ac-
cording to his task; thus were they
numbered by him, as the LORD com-
manded Moses.

26“the screen for the door of the
gate of the court, the hangings of
the court which are around the
tabernacle and altar, and their
cords, all the furnishings for their
service and all that is made for
these things: so shall they serve.

27“Aaron and his sons shall assign
all the service of the sons of the
Gershonites, all their tasks and all
their service. And you shall appoint
to them all their tasks as their duty.

28“This is the service of the fami-
lies of the sons of Gershon in the
tabernacle of meeting. And their du-
ties shall be under the authority* of
aIthamar the son of Aaron the priest.

Order of the army: (11) the
service of the Merarites

29“As for the sons of bMerari, you
shall number them by their families
and by their fathers’ house.

30“From c thirty years old and
above, even to fifty years old, you
shall number them, everyone who
enters the service to do the work of
the tabernacle of meeting.

31“And dthis is what they must
ecarry as all their service for the
tabernacle of meeting: the fboards
of the tabernacle, its bars, its pillars,
its sockets,

32“and the pillars around the
court with their sockets, pegs, and
cords, with all their g furnishings
and all their service; and you shall
assign to each man by name the
items he must carry.

33“This is the service of the fami-
lies of the sons of Merari, as all their
service for the tabernacle of hmeet-
ing, under the authority* of Ithamar
the son of Aaron the priest.”

34And Moses, Aaron, and the lead-
ers of the congregation numbered
the sons of the Kohathites by their
families and by their fathers’ house,

35from i thirty years old and
above, even to fifty years old, every-
one who entered the service for
work in the tabernacle of meeting;

36and those who were numbered
by their families were two thousand
seven hundred and fifty.

37These were the ones who were
numbered of the families of the Ko-
hathites, all who might serve in the
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Order of the army: (12) purity
required; defilement banished

5AND the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying:

2“Command the children of Israel
that they aput out of the camp every
leper, everyone who has a bdis-
charge, and whoever becomes cde-
filed by a corpse.

3“You shall put out both male and
female; you shall put them outside
the camp, that they may not defile
their camps din the midst of which I
dwell.”

4And the children of Israel did so,
and put them outside the camp; as
the LORD spoke to Moses, so the
children of Israel did.

5Then the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying,

6“Speak to the children of Israel:
‘When a man or woman commits
any sin that men commit in unfaith-
fulness against the LORD, and that
person is guilty,

7‘then he shall econfess the sin
which he has committed. He shall
make frestitution for his trespass in
full, plus one-fifth of it, and give it
to the one he has wronged.

8‘But if the man has no grelative
to whom restitution may be made
for the wrong, the restitution for
the wrong must go to the LORD for
the priest, in addition to the hram of
the atonement with which atone-
ment is made for him.

9‘Every offering of all the holy
things of the children of Israel,
which they bring to the priest, shall
be ihis.

10‘And every man’s holy things
shall be his; whatever any man
gives the priest shall be his.’ ”

11And the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying,

12“Speak to the children of Israel,
and say to them: ‘If any man’s wife
goes astray and behaves unfaithfully
toward him,

13‘and a man j lies with her car-
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nally, and it is hidden from the eyes
of her husband, and it is concealed
that she has defiled herself, and
there was no witness against her,
nor was she kcaught—

14‘if the spirit of jealousy comes
upon him and he becomes l jealous
of his wife, who has defiled herself;
or if the spirit of jealousy comes
upon him and he becomes jealous
of his wife, although she has not de-
filed herself—

15‘then the man shall bring his
wife to the priest. He shall bring the
moffering required for her, one-
tenth of an nephah of barley meal;
he shall pour no oil on it and put no
frankincense on it, because it is a
grain offering of jealousy, an offer-
ing for remembering, for obringing
iniquity to remembrance.

16‘And the priest shall bring her
near, and set her before the LORD.

17‘The priest shall take holy water
in an earthen vessel, and take some
of the dust that is on the floor of the
tabernacle and put it into the water.

18‘Then the priest shall stand the
woman before the pLORD, uncover
the woman’s head, and put the of-
fering for remembering in her
hands, which is the grain offering of
jealousy. And the priest shall have
in his hand the qbitter water that
brings a curse.

19‘And the priest shall put her un-
der oath, and say to the woman, “If
no man has lain with you, and if you
have not gone astray to uncleanness
while under your husband’s author-
ity, be free from this bitter water
that brings a curse.

20“But if you have gone astray
while under your husband’s author-
ity, and if you have defiled yourself
and some man other than your hus-
band has lain with you”—

21‘then the priest shall rput the
woman under the oath of the curse,
and he shall say to the woman—
“the LORD make you a curse and an

5:8 atonement. Hebrew kaphar, to propitiate, to atone
for sin. According to Scripture the sacrifice of the law only
covered the offerer’s sin and secured the divine forgive-
ness. The OT sacrifices never removed man’s sin; it was
“not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take
away sins” (Heb. 10:4). The Israelite’s offering implied con-

fession of sin and recognized its due penalty as death; and
God passed over his sin in anticipation of Christ’s sacrifice
which did, finally, put away those “sins that were previ-
ously committed” [in OT times] (Heb. 9:15,26; Rom. 3:25,
note). See Gen. 4:4; with marginal ref., Sacrifice, and Lev.
16:6, note.



Order of the army: (13) the Nazirites

6THEN the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying,

2“Speak to the children of Israel,
and say to them: ‘When either a
man or woman consecrates an offer-
ing to take the vow of a fNazirite, to
gseparate himself to the LORD,

3‘he shall separate himself from
hwine and similar drink; he shall
drink neither vinegar made from
wine nor vinegar made from similar
drink; neither shall he drink any
grape juice, nor eat fresh grapes or
raisins.

4‘All the days of his separation he
shall eat nothing that is produced by
the grapevine, from seed to skin.

5‘All the days of the vow of his
separation no razor shall come upon
his ihead; until the days are fulfilled
for which he separated himself to
the LORD, he shall be holy. Then he
shall let the jlocks of the hair of his
head grow.

6‘All the days that he separates
himself to the LORD he shall not go
near a dead kbody.

7‘He shall not make himself un-
clean even for his father or his
mother, for his brother or his sister,
when they die, because his separa-
tion to God is on his head.

8‘All the days of his separation he
shall be holy to the LORD.

9‘And if anyone dies very sudden-
ly beside him, and he defiles his
consecrated head, then he shall
lshave his head on the day of his

oath among your people, when the
LORD makes your thigh rot and your
belly swell;

22“and may this water that causes
the curse ago into your stomach,
and make your belly swell and your
thigh rot.” Then the woman shall
say, b“Amen, so be it.”

23 ‘Then the priest shall write
these curses in a book, and he shall
scrape them off into the bitter wa-
ter.

24‘And he shall make the woman
drink the bitter water that brings a
curse, and the water that brings the
curse shall enter her to become bit-
ter.

25‘Then the priest shall take the
grain offering of jealousy from the
woman’s hand, shall cwave the of-
fering before the LORD, and bring it
to the altar;

26‘and the priest shall take a
handful of the offering, das its
memorial portion, burn it on the al-
tar, and afterward make the woman
drink the water.

27‘When he has made her drink
the water, then it shall be, if she has
defiled herself and behaved unfaith-
fully toward her husband, that the
water that brings a ecurse will enter
her and become bitter, and her bel-
ly will swell, her thigh will rot, and
the woman will become a curse
among her people.

28‘But if the woman has not de-
filed herself, and is clean, then she
shall be free and may conceive chil-
dren.

29 ‘This is the law of jealousy,
when a wife, while under her hus-
band’s authority, goes astray and de-
files herself,

30‘or when the spirit of jealousy
comes upon a man, and he becomes
jealous of his wife; then he shall
stand the woman before the LORD,
and the priest shall execute all this
law upon her.

31‘Then the man shall be free
from iniquity, but that woman shall
bear her guilt.’ ”
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6:1 saying. There is a stimulating moral order in chs.
6—7: (1) separation, 6:1–12; (2) worship, 6:13–21;
(3) blessing, 6:22–27; and (4) service, 7:1–89. Cp. Heb.
13:12–16.

6:2 THE NAZIRITE DEFINED

The Nazirite, sometimes spelled Nazarite (meaning one
separated), was a person who was separated complete-
ly to the LORD. Abstention from wine, the symbol of nat-
ural joy (Ps. 104:15), was the expression of a devoted-
ness which found all its joy in the LORD (cp. Ps. 97:12;
Hab. 3:18; Phil. 3:1; 4:4,10). The long hair, naturally a
reproach to a man (1 Cor. 11:14), was at once the visi-
ble sign of the Nazirite’s separation and willingness to
bear reproach for the LORD’s sake. The type found its
perfect fulfillment in Jesus who was “holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from sinners” (Heb. 7:26), was ut-
terly set apart to the Father (John 1:18; 6:38), and al-
lowed no mere natural claim to hinder or divert Him
(Matt. 12:46–50).



cleansing; on the seventh day he
shall shave it.

10‘Then on the eighth day he
shall abring btwo turtledoves or two
young pigeons to the priest, to the
door of the tabernacle of meeting;

11‘and the priest shall offer one as
a sin offering and the other as a
burnt offering, and make atonement
for him, because he sinned in re-
gard to the corpse; and he shall
sanctify his head that same day.

12‘He shall consecrate to the LORD
the days of his separation, and bring
a male lamb in its first year as a tres-
pass offering; but the former days
shall be lost, because his separation
was defiled.

13‘Now this is the law of the Naz-
irite: When the days of his separa-
tion are c fulfilled, he shall be
brought to the door of the taberna-
cle of meeting.

14‘And he shall present his offer-
ing to the LORD: one male lamb in
its first year without blemish as a
burnt offering, one ewe lamb in its
first year without blemish as a sin
offering, one ram without blemish
as a peace offering,

15‘a basket of dunleavened bread,
cakes of fine flour mixed with oil,
unleavened wafers anointed with
oil, and their egrain offering with
their drink offerings.

16‘Then the priest shall bring
them before the LORD and offer his
sin offering and his burnt offering;

17‘and he shall offer the ram as a
sacrifice of a peace offering to the
LORD, with the basket of unleavened
bread; the priest shall also offer its
grain offering and its drink offering.

18‘Then the Nazirite shall shave
his consecrated head at the door of
the tabernacle of meeting, and shall
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take the hair from his consecrated
head and put it on the fire which is
under the sacrifice of the peace of-
fering.

19‘And the priest shall ftake the
gboiled shoulder of the ram, one
hunleavened cake from the basket,
and one unleavened wafer, and put
them upon the hands of the Nazirite
after he has shaved his consecrated
hair,

20‘and the priest shall wave them
as a wave offering before the LORD;
they are holy for the priest, together
with the breast of the wave offering
and the thigh of the heave offering.
iAfter that the Nazirite may drink
wine.’

21“This is the law of the Nazirite
who vows to the LORD the offering
for his separation, and besides that,
whatever else his hand is able to
provide; according to the vow
which he takes, so he must do ac-
cording to the law of his separa-
tion.”

The Aaronic benediction
22And the LORD spoke to Moses,

saying:
23“Speak to Aaron and his sons,

saying, ‘This is the way you shall
jbless the children of Israel. kSay to
them:
24“The LORD lbless you and mkeep

you;
25 The LORD make His nface shine

upon you,
And be gracious to you;

26 The LORD olift up His
countenance upon you,

And give you ppeace.” ’
27“So they shall qput My name on

the children of Israel, and I will
rbless them.”

6:11 atonement. Hebrew kaphar, to propitiate, to atone
for sin. According to Scripture the sacrifice of the law only
covered the offerer’s sin and secured the divine forgiveness.
The OT sacrifices never removed man’s sin; it was “not pos-
sible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins”
(Heb. 10:4). The Israelite’s offering implied confession of
sin and recognized its due penalty as death; and God
passed over his sin in anticipation of Christ’s sacrifice which
did, finally, put away those “sins that were previously com-
mitted” [in OT times] (Heb. 9:15,26; Rom. 3:25, note). See
Gen. 4:4; with marginal ref., Sacrifice, and Lev. 16:6, note.

6:23 Say to them. Prayer is an integral part of worship,
in the OT and in the NT. In the OT the petitions and suppli-
cations of God’s people are based upon His character and
the divine covenants. OT saints, often acting in the priestly
office of representing the people before the LORD, frequent-
ly appeal to the honor of the name of God and the stead-
fastness of His word as they plead with the Almighty to ful-
fill on their behalf the promises that He has graciously made
to them as His covenant people (Gen. 15:2–3; 18:23–32;
Ex. 32:11–14; 2 Sam. 7:18–29; 1 Ki. 8:22–53; 18:36–37;
Dan. 9:3–19). For Bible prayers (NT), see Luke 11:2, note.



ter, the weight of which was one
hundred and thirty j shekels, and
one silver bowl of seventy shekels,
according to the shekel of the sanc-
tuary, both of them full of fine flour
mixed with oil as a grain offering;

14one gold pan of ten shekels, full
of incense;

15one young bull, one ram, and
one male lamb in its first year, as a
kburnt offering;

16one kid of the goats as a lsin of-
fering;

17and for the sacrifice of mpeace
offerings: two oxen, five rams, five
male goats, and five male lambs in
their first year. This was the offering
of Nahshon the son of Amminadab.

18On the second day Nethanel
the son of Zuar, leader of Issachar,
presented an offering.

19For his offering he noffered one
silver platter, the weight of which
was one hundred and thirty
oshekels, and one silver bowl of sev-
enty shekels, according to the
shekel of the sanctuary, both of
them full of fine flour mixed with
oil as a grain offering;

20one gold pan of ten shekels, full
of incense;

21one young bull, one ram, and
one male lamb in its first year, as a
burnt offering;

22one kid of the goats as a sin of-
fering;

23and as the sacrifice of peace of-
ferings: two oxen, five rams, five
male goats, and five male lambs in
their first year. This was the offering
of Nethanel the son of Zuar.

24On the third day Eliab the son
of Helon, leader of the children of
Zebulun, presented an offering.

25His offering was one silver
pplatter, the weight of which was
one hundred and thirty shekels, and
one silver bowl of seventy shekels,
according to the shekel of the sanc-
tuary, both of them full of fine flour
mixed with oil as a grain offering;

26one gold pan of ten shekels, full
of incense;

27one young bull, one ram, and

Order of the army: (14) the gifts of
the leaders (see vv. 12,18,24,30,36,

42,48,54,60,66,72,78)

7NOW it came to pass, awhen
Moses had finished setting up

the tabernacle, that he banointed it
and consecrated it and all its fur-
nishings, and the altar and all its
utensils; so he anointed them and
consecrated them.

2Then the cleaders of Israel, the
heads of their fathers’ houses, who
were the leaders of the tribes and
over those who were numbered,
made an offering.

3And they brought their offering
before the LORD, six dcovered carts
and twelve oxen, a cart for every
two of the leaders, and for each one
an ox; and they presented them be-
fore the tabernacle.

4Then the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying,

5“Accept these from them, that
they may be used in doing the work
of the tabernacle of meeting; and
you shall give them to the Levites, to
every man according to his service.”

6So Moses took the carts and the
oxen, and gave them to the Levites.

7Two carts and four oxen he gave
to the sons of eGershon, according
to their service;

8and four carts and eight oxen he
gave to the sons of fMerari, accord-
ing to their service, under the au-
thority* of Ithamar the son of Aaron
the priest.

9But to the sons of Kohath he
gave none, because theirs was the
gservice of the holy things, which
they carried on their shoulders.

10Now the leaders offered the
hdedication offering for the altar
when it was anointed; so the leaders
offered their offering before the altar.

11For the LORD said to Moses,
“They shall offer their offering, one
leader each day, for the dedication
of the altar.”

12And the one who offered his of-
fering on the first day was iNahshon
the son of Amminadab, from the
tribe of Judah.

13His offering was one silver plat-
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one male lamb in its first year, as a
burnt offering;

28one kid of the goats as a sin of-
fering;

29and for the sacrifice of peace of-
ferings: two oxen, five rams, five
male goats, and five male lambs in
their first year. This was the offering
of Eliab the son of Helon.

30On the fourth day aElizur the son
of Shedeur, leader of the children of
Reuben, presented an offering.

31His offering was one silver plat-
ter, the weight of which was one
hundred and thirty shekels, and one
silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-
cording to the shekel of the sanctu-
ary, both of them full of fine flour
mixed with oil as a grain offering;

32one gold pan of ten shekels, full
of incense;

33one young bull, one ram, and
one male lamb in its first year, as a
burnt offering;

34one kid of the goats as a sin of-
fering;

35and as the sacrifice of peace of-
ferings: two oxen, five rams, five
male goats, and five male lambs in
their first year. This was the offering
of Elizur the son of Shedeur.

36On the fifth day Shelumiel the
son of Zurishaddai, leader of the
children of Simeon, presented an
offering.

37His boffering was one silver
platter, the weight of which was
one hundred and thirty shekels, and
one silver bowl of seventy shekels,
according to the shekel of the sanc-
tuary, both of them full of fine flour
mixed with oil as a grain offering;

38one gold pan of ten shekels, full
of incense;

39one young bull, one ram, and
one male lamb in its first year, as a
burnt offering;

40one kid of the goats as a sin of-
fering;

41and as the sacrifice of peace of-
ferings: two oxen, five rams, five
male goats, and five male lambs in
their first year. This was the offering
of Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai.

42On the sixth day cEliasaph the
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son of Deuel, leader of the children
of Gad, presented an offering.

43His offering was one silver plat-
ter, the weight of which was one
hundred and thirty shekels, and one
silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-
cording to the shekel of the sanctu-
ary, both of them full of fine flour
mixed with oil as a grain doffering;

44one gold pan of ten shekels, full
of incense;

45one young bull, one ram, and
one male lamb in its first year, as a
burnt offering;

46one kid of the goats as a sin of-
fering;

47and as the sacrifice of peace of-
ferings: two oxen, five rams, five
male goats, and five male lambs in
their first year. This was the offering
of Eliasaph the son of Deuel.

48On the seventh day Elishama
the son of Ammihud, leader of the
children of Ephraim, presented an
offering.

49His eoffering was one silver
platter, the weight of which was
one hundred and thirty shekels, and
one silver bowl of seventy shekels,
according to the shekel of the sanc-
tuary, both of them full of fine flour
mixed with oil as a grain offering;

50one gold pan of ten shekels, full
of incense;

51one young bull, one ram, and
one male lamb in its first year, as a
burnt offering;

52one kid of the goats as a sin of-
fering;

53and as the sacrifice of peace of-
ferings: two oxen, five rams, five
male goats, and five male lambs in
their first year. This was the offering
of Elishama the son of Ammihud.

54On the eighth day Gamaliel the
son of Pedahzur, leader of the chil-
dren of Manasseh, fpresented an of-
fering.

55His goffering was one silver
platter, the weight of which was
one hundred and thirty shekels, and
one silver bowl of seventy shekels,
according to the shekel of the sanc-
tuary, both of them full of fine flour
mixed with oil as a grain offering;

7:42 Deuel. Called Reuel, Num. 2:14.



son of Ocran, leader of the children
of Asher, presented an offering.

73His offering was one silver plat-
ter, the weight of which was one
hundred and thirty shekels, and one
silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-
cording to the shekel of the sanctu-
ary, both of them full of fine flour
mixed with oil as a grain offering;

74one gold pan of ten shekels, full
of incense;

75one young bull, one ram, and
one male lamb in its first year, as a
burnt offering;

76one kid of the goats as a sin of-
fering;

77and as the sacrifice of peace of-
ferings: two oxen, five rams, five
male goats, and five male lambs in
their first year. This was the offering
of Pagiel the son of Ocran.

78On the twelfth day Ahira the
son of Enan, leader of the children
of Naphtali, presented an offering.

79His offering was one silver plat-
ter, the weight of which was one
hundred and thirty shekels, and one
silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-
cording to the shekel of the sanctu-
ary, both of them full of fine flour
mixed with oil as a grain offering;

80one gold pan of ten shekels, full
of incense;

81one young bull, one ram, and
one male lamb in its first year, as a
burnt offering;

82one kid of the goats as a sin of-
fering;

83and as the sacrifice of peace of-
ferings: two oxen, five rams, five
male goats, and five male lambs in
their first year. This was the offering
of Ahira the son of Enan.

Summary of leaders’ gifts
84This was the bdedication offer-

ing for the altar from the leaders of
Israel, when it was anointed: twelve
silver platters, twelve silver bowls,
and twelve gold pans.

85Each silver platter weighed one
hundred and thirty shekels and each
bowl seventy shekels. All the silver
of the vessels weighed two thousand
four hundred shekels, according to
the shekel of the sanctuary.

86The twelve gold pans full of in-
cense weighed ten shekels apiece,

56one gold pan of ten shekels, full
of incense;

57one young bull, one ram, and
one male lamb in its first year, as a
burnt offering;

58one kid of the goats as a sin of-
fering;

59and as the sacrifice of peace of-
ferings: two oxen, five rams, five
male goats, and five male lambs in
their first year. This was the offering
of Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur.

60On the ninth day Abidan the son
of Gideoni, leader of the children of
Benjamin, presented an offering.

61His offering was one silver plat-
ter, the weight of which was one
hundred and thirty shekels, and one
silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-
cording to the shekel of the sanctu-
ary, both of them full of fine flour
mixed with oil as a grain offering;

62one gold pan of ten shekels, full
of incense;

63one young bull, one ram, and
one male lamb in its first year, as a
burnt offering;

64one kid of the goats as a sin of-
fering;

65and as the sacrifice of peace of-
ferings: two oxen, five rams, five
male goats, and five male lambs in
their first year. This was the offering
of Abidan the son of Gideoni.

66On the tenth day Ahiezer the
son of Ammishaddai, leader of the
children of Dan, presented an offer-
ing.

67His offering was one silver plat-
ter, the weight of which was one
hundred and thirty shekels, and one
silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-
cording to the shekel of the sanctu-
ary, both of them full of fine flour
mixed with oil as a grain offering;

68one gold pan of ten shekels, full
of incense;

69one young bull, one ram, and
one male lamb in its first year, as a
burnt offering;

70one kid of the goats as a sin of-
fering;

71and as the sacrifice of peace of-
ferings: two oxen, five rams, five
male goats, and five male lambs in
their first year. This was the offering
of Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai.

72On the eleventh day aPagiel the
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according to the shekel of the sanc-
tuary; all the gold of the pans
weighed one hundred and twenty
shekels.

87All the oxen for the burnt offer-
ing were twelve young bulls, the
rams twelve, the male lambs in
their first year twelve, with their
grain offering, and the kids of the
goats as a sin offering twelve.

88And all the oxen for the sacri-
fice of peace offerings were twenty-
four bulls, the rams sixty, the male
goats sixty, and the lambs in their
first year sixty. This was the dedica-
tion offering for the altar after it was
aanointed.

89Now when Moses went into
the tabernacle of meeting to bspeak
with Him, he heard the voice of
One speaking to him from above
the cmercy seat that was on the ark
of the Testimony, from dbetween
the two cherubim; thus He spoke to
him.

Order of the army: (15) the
lamps and lampstand

8AND the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying:

2“Speak to Aaron, and say to him,
‘When you earrange the lamps, the
seven flamps shall give light in front
of the glampstand.’ ”

3And Aaron did so; he arranged
the lamps to face toward the front of
the lampstand, as the LORD com-
manded Moses.

4Now this workmanship of the
lampstand was hammered gold;
from its shaft to its flowers it was
hammered work. According to the
hpattern which the LORD had shown
Moses, so he made the lampstand.

Order of the army: (16) cleansing
the Levites

5Then the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying:

6“Take the Levites from among
the children of Israel and icleanse
them ceremonially.

7“Thus you shall do to them to
cleanse them: Sprinkle jwater of pu-
rification on them, and let them
kshave all their body, and let them
wash their clothes, and so make
themselves clean.
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8“Then let them take a young bull

with lits grain offering of fine flour
mixed with oil, and you shall take
another young bull as a sin offering.

9“And you shall bring the Levites
before the tabernacle of meeting,
and you shall gather together the
whole congregation of the children
of Israel.

10“So you shall bring the Levites
before the LORD, and the children of
Israel shall lay their hands on the
Levites;

11“and Aaron shall moffer the Le-
vites before the LORD, like a wave
noffering from the children of Israel,
that they may perform the work of
the LORD.

12“Then the Levites shall lay their
hands on the heads of the young
bulls, and you shall offer one as a
sin offering and the other as a burnt
offering to the LORD, to make
oatonement for the Levites.

13“And you shall stand the Le-
vites before Aaron and his sons, and
then offer them like a wave offering
to the LORD.

14“Thus you shall pseparate the Le-
vites from among the children of Isra-
el, and the Levites shall be qMine.

15“After that the Levites shall go
in to service the tabernacle of meet-
ing. So you shall cleanse them and
offer them, like a wave offering.

16“For they are rwholly given to
Me from among the children of Isra-
el; I have taken them for Myself sin-
stead of all who open the womb, the
firstborn of all the children of Israel.

17“For all the firstborn among the
children of Israel are Mine, both
man and beast; on the day that I
struck all the firstborn in the land of
Egypt I sanctified them to Myself.

18“I have taken the Levites in-
stead of all the firstborn of the chil-
dren of Israel.

19“And I have given the Levites
as a tgift to Aaron and his sons from
among the children of Israel, to do
the work for the children of Israel in
the tabernacle of meeting, and to
make uatonement for the children
of Israel, that there be no vplague
among the children of Israel when
the children of Israel come near the
sanctuary.”



month, at twilight, in the Wilder-
ness of Sinai; according to all that
the LORD commanded Moses, so the
children of Israel did.

6Now there were certain men who
were fdefiled by a human corpse, so
that they could not keep the Passover
on that day; and they came before
Moses and Aaron that day.

7And those men said to him, “We
became defiled by a human corpse.
Why are we kept from presenting the
offering of the LORD at its appointed
time among the children of Israel?”

8And Moses said to them, “Stand
still, that I may ghear what the LORD
will command concerning you.”

9Then the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying,

10“Speak to the children of Israel,
saying: ‘If anyone of you or your pos-
terity is unclean because of a corpse,
or is far away on a journey, he may
still keep the LORD’S Passover.

11‘On the fourteenth day of the
hsecond month, at twilight, they
may ikeep it. They shall eat it with
junleavened bread and bitter herbs.

12‘They shall leave none of it until
morning, nor break one of its kbones.
According to all the ordinances of the
Passover they shall keep it.

13‘But the man who is clean and
is not on a journey, and ceases to
keep the Passover, that same lperson
shall be cut off from among his peo-
ple, because he did not bring the of-
fering of the LORD at its appointed
time; that man shall bear his sin.

14‘And if a stranger dwells among
you, and would keep the LORD’S
Passover, he must do so according to
the rite of the Passover and accord-
ing to its ceremony; you shall have
one ordinance, both for the stranger
and the native of the land.’ ”

Order of the army: (18) the
guiding cloud

15Now on the day that the taber-
nacle was raised up, the mcloud
ncovered the tabernacle, the tent of
the Testimony; from evening until

20Thus Moses and Aaron and all
the congregation of the children of
Israel did to the Levites; according
to all that the LORD commanded Mo-
ses concerning the Levites, so the
children of Israel did to them.

21And the Levites purified them-
selves and washed their clothes;
then Aaron presented them, like a
wave offering before the LORD, and
Aaron made aatonement for them to
cleanse them.

22After that the Levites went in to
do their work in the tabernacle of
meeting before Aaron and his sons;
as the LORD commanded Moses con-
cerning the Levites, so they did to
them.

23Then the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying,

24“This is what pertains to the
Levites: From btwenty-five years old
and above one may enter to perform
service in the work of the taberna-
cle of meeting;

25“and at the age of fifty years
they must cease performing this
work, and shall work no more.

26“They may minister with their
brethren in the tabernacle of meet-
ing, to attend to needs, but they
themselves shall do no work. Thus
you shall do to the Levites regarding
their duties.”

Order of the army: (17) the Passover

9NOW the LORD spoke to Moses
in the Wilderness of Sinai, in

the cfirst month of the second year
after they had come out of the land
of Egypt, saying:

2“Let the children of Israel keep
the dPassover at its appointed etime.

3“On the fourteenth day of this
month, at twilight, you shall keep it
at its appointed time. According to
all its rites and ceremonies you shall
keep it.”

4So Moses told the children of Is-
rael that they should keep the Pass-
over.

5And they kept the Passover on
the fourteenth day of the first
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morning it was above the tabernacle
like the appearance of afire.

16So it was always: the cloud cov-
ered it by day, and the appearance
of fire by night.

17Whenever the bcloud was tak-
en up from above the tabernacle, af-
ter that the children of Israel would
journey; and in the place where the
cloud settled, there the children of
Israel would pitch their tents.

18At the command of the LORD
the children of Israel would journey,
and at the command of the LORD
they would camp; as long as the
cloud stayed above the tabernacle
they remained encamped.

19Even when the cloud continued
long, many days above the taberna-
cle, the children of Israel kept the
charge of the LORD and did not jour-
ney.

20So it was, when the cloud was
above the tabernacle a few days: ac-
cording to the command of the LORD
they would remain encamped, and
according to the command of the
LORD they would journey.

21So it was, when the cloud re-
mained only from evening until
morning: when the cloud was taken
up in the morning, then they would
journey; whether by day or by
night, whenever the cloud was tak-
en up, they would journey.

22Whether it was two days, a
month, or a year that the cloud re-
mained above the tabernacle, the
children of Israel would cremain en-
camped and not journey; but when
it was taken up, they would journey.

23At the command of the LORD
they remained encamped, and at
the command of the LORD they jour-
neyed; they kept the charge of the
LORD, at the command of the LORD
by the hand of Moses.

Order of the army: (19) the
silver assembly trumpets

10AND the LORD spoke to Mo-
ses, saying:

2“Make two silver trumpets for
yourself; you shall make them of
hammered work; you shall use
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them for calling the congregation
and for directing the movement of
the camps.

3“When they blow both of them,
all the congregation shall gather be-
fore you at the door of the taberna-
cle of meeting.

4“But if they blow only one, then
the leaders, the dheads of the divi-
sions of Israel, shall gather to you.

5“When you sound the eadvance,
the camps that lie on the feast side
shall then begin their journey.

6“When you sound the advance
the second time, then the camps that
lie on the gsouth side shall begin
their journey; they shall sound the
call for them to begin their journeys.

7“And when the assembly is to be
gathered together, you shall blow,
but not sound the advance.

8“The sons of Aaron, the hpriests,
shall blow the trumpets; and these
shall be to you as an ordinance for-
ever throughout your generations.

9“When you go to war in your
land against the enemy who op-
presses you, then you shall sound
an alarm with the trumpets, and
you will be iremembered before the
LORD your God, and you will be
saved from your enemies.

10 j“Also in the day of your glad-
ness, in your appointed feasts, and at
the beginning of your months, you
shall blow the trumpets over your
burnt offerings and over the sacrifices
of your peace offerings; and they shall
be a kmemorial for you before your
God: I am the LORD your God.”

II. From Sinai to the Plains
of Moab, 10:11—21:35

From Sinai to Kadesh Barnea:
(1) the first march and halt

11Now it came to pass on the
ltwentieth day of the second month,
in the second year, that the cloud
was taken up from above the taber-
nacle of the Testimony.

12And the children of Israel set out
from the Wilderness of Sinai on their
journeys; then the cloud settled
down in the Wilderness of mParan.

10:11 second month. This is the month of Iyyar (or Ziv)
in the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the mod-

ern months of April–May. For more information on the He-
brew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.



28Thus was the order of march of
the children of Israel, according to
their armies, when they began their
journey.

29Now Moses said to iHobab the
son of Reuel* the jMidianite, Moses’
father-in-law, “We are setting out
for the kplace of which the LORD
said, ‘I will give it to you.’ lCome
with us, and we will treat you well;
for the LORD has promised good
things to Israel.”

30And he said to him, “I will not
go, but I will depart to my own land
and to my relatives.”

31So Moses said, “Please do not
leave, inasmuch as you know how
we are to camp in the wilderness,
and you can be our eyes.

32“And it shall be, if you go with
us—indeed it shall be—that what-
ever mgood the LORD will do to us,
the nsame we will do to you.”

33So they departed from the
omountain of the LORD on a journey
of three days; and the ark of the
covenant of the LORD went before
them for the three days’ journey, to
psearch out a qresting place for
them.

34And the cloud of the LORD was
above them by day when they went
out from the camp.

35So it was, whenever the ark set
out, that Moses rsaid:

“Rise s up, O LORD!
Let Your enemies be scattered,
And let those who hate You flee

before You.”
36And when it rested, he said:

“Return, O LORD,
To the many thousands of

Israel.”

From Sinai to Kadesh Barnea:
(2) God judges complainers

11NOW when the people tcom-
plained, it displeased the

LORD; for the LORD heard it, and His
anger was aroused. So the fire of the
LORD burned among them, and
uconsumed some in the outskirts of
the camp.

2Then the people vcried out to

13So they started out for the first
time according to the command of
the LORD by the hand of Moses.

14The standard of the camp of the
children of Judah set out afirst ac-
cording to their armies; over their
army was Nahshon the son of Am-
minadab.

15Over the army of the tribe of
the children of Issachar was Ne-
thanel the son of Zuar.

16And over the army of the tribe
of the children of Zebulun was Eliab
the son of Helon.

17Then the tabernacle was btaken
down; and the sons of Gershon and
the sons of Merari cset out, carrying
the tabernacle.

18And the standard of the camp of
Reuben dset out according to their
armies; over their army was Elizur
the son of Shedeur.

19Over the army of the tribe of
the children of Simeon was Shelu-
miel the son of Zurishaddai.

20And over the army of the tribe
of the children of Gad was Eliasaph
the son of Deuel.

21Then the eKohathites set out,
fcarrying the holy things. (The
tabernacle would be prepared for
their arrival.)

22And the standard of the camp of
the children of Ephraim gset out ac-
cording to their armies; over their
army was Elishama the son of Am-
mihud.

23Over the army of the tribe of
the children of Manasseh was Ga-
maliel the son of Pedahzur.

24And over the army of the tribe
of the children of Benjamin was
Abidan the son of Gideoni.

25Then the standard of the camp of
the children of Dan (the rear guard of
all the camps) hset out according to
their armies; over their army was
Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai.

26Over the army of the tribe of
the children of Asher was Pagiel the
son of Ocran.

27And over the army of the tribe
of the children of Naphtali was Ahi-
ra the son of Enan.
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Hobab: beloved. A Midianite who was the brother-in-
law of Moses. He joined the Israelites in the wilder-
ness and served as a guide.



Moses, and when Moses prayed to
the LORD, the fire was quenched.

3So he called the name of the
place Taberah, because the fire of
the LORD had burned among them.

From Sinai to Kadesh Barnea:
(3) the fleshpots of Egypt

4Now the mixed multitude who
were among them yielded to in-
tense acraving; so the children of Is-
rael also wept again and said: “Who
will give us meat to eat?

5“We bremember the fish which
we ate freely in Egypt, the cucum-
bers, the melons, the leeks, the
onions, and the garlic;

6“but now our whole being is
dried up; there is nothing at all ex-
cept this cmanna before our eyes!”

7Now the dmanna was like co-
riander seed, and its color like the
color of bdellium.

8The people went about and gath-
ered it, ground it on millstones or
beat it in the mortar, cooked it in
pans, and made cakes of it; and its
taste was like the taste of pastry pre-
pared with oil.

9And when the dew fell on the
camp in the night, the manna fell
on it.

From Sinai to Kadesh Barnea:
(4) the complaint of Moses

10Then Moses heard the people
weeping throughout their families,
everyone at the door of his tent; and

11:11

e Bible prayers
(OT): vv. 11-15;
Num. 12:13.
(Gen. 15:2;
Hab. 3:1, note)

11:12

f Cp. Is. 40:11;
Acts 13:18

g Is. 49:23

11:13

h Cp. John 6:5-14

11:15

i Cp. 1 Kin. 19:4

11:16

j Ex. 18:25

11:17

k Holy Spirit (OT):
v. 17; Num.
11:25. (Gen.
1:2; Zech.
12:10, note)

11:4

a 1 Cor. 10:6

11:5

b Ex. 16:3

11:6

c See Ex. 16:35,
note

11:7

d Ex. 16:14,31

NUMBERS 11:3–17 213
the anger of the LORD was greatly
aroused; Moses also was displeased.

11So Moses esaid to the LORD,
“Why have You afflicted Your ser-
vant? And why have I not found favor
in Your sight, that You have laid the
burden of all these people on me?

12“Did I conceive all these peo-
ple? Did I beget them, that You
should say to me, f‘Carry them in
your bosom, as a gguardian carries a
nursing child,’ to the land which
You swore to their fathers?

13“Where am I to get meat to give
to hall these people? For they weep
all over me, saying, ‘Give us meat,
that we may eat.’

14“I am not able to bear all these
people alone, because the burden is
too heavy for me.

15“If You treat me like this, please
ikill me here and now—if I have
found favor in Your sight—and do
not let me see my wretchedness!”

From Sinai to Kadesh Barnea:
(5) the seventy elders (cp. Ex. 18:19)

16So the LORD said to Moses:
“Gather to Me seventy men of the
elders of Israel, whom you jknow to
be the elders of the people and offi-
cers over them; bring them to the
tabernacle of meeting, that they
may stand there with you.

17“Then I will come down and
talk with you there. I will take of
the kSpirit that is upon you and will
put the same upon them; and they

11:3 Taberah. Literally a burning. Deut. 9:22.

11:4 ISRAEL’S COMPLAINTS

Shortly after being delivered from slavery in Egypt, the Israelites began to complain about one thing after the other.
Through Moses’ patience and God’s understanding and love, their concerns were alleviated.

Complaint God’s remedy Reference
Pharaoh’s soldiers will kill us! Red Sea divided Exodus 14:11–12
What shall we drink? Water sweetened at Marah Exodus 15:24
We will die of hunger! Manna sent Exodus 16:3
Will we die of thirst? Water from a rock Exodus 17:3
Who will give us meat? Quail sent Numbers 11:4
We’ll never conquer the Promised Land! God spares the people but they wander Numbers 14:3

for 40 years.
Moses acts like a prince over us. God kills the complainers Numbers 16:3,13
There’s no water! Water from a rock Numbers 20:5
There’s no water or food. And we’re sick of manna. Snakes/bronze snake Numbers 21:5



From Sinai to Kadesh Barnea:
(6) Eldad and Medad prophesy

26But two men had remained in
the camp: the name of one was El-
dad, and the name of the other Me-
dad. And the gSpirit rested upon
them. Now they were among those
listed, but who had not gone out to
the tabernacle; yet they prophesied
in the camp.

27And a young man ran and told
Moses, and said, “Eldad and Medad
are prophesying in the camp.”

28So Joshua the son of Nun, Mo-
ses’ assistant, one of his choice
men, answered and said, “Moses
my lord, hforbid them!”

29Then Moses said to him, “Are
you izealous for my sake? Oh, that
all the LORD’S people were prophets
and that the LORD would put His
jSpirit upon them!”

30And Moses returned to the
camp, both he and the elders of Is-
rael.

From Sinai to Kadesh Barnea:
(7) the quail and the plague

31Now a kwind went out from the
LORD, and it brought lquail from the
sea and left them fluttering near the
camp, about a day’s journey on this
side and about a day’s journey on
the other side, all around the camp,
and about two mcubits above the
surface of the ground.

32And the people stayed up all
that day, all night, and all the next
day, and gathered the quail (he who
gathered least gathered ten nho-
mers); and they spread them out for
themselves all around the camp.

33But while the meat was still be-
tween their teeth, before it was
chewed, the wrath of the LORD was
aroused against the people, and the
LORD struck the people with a very
great plague.

34So he called the name of that
place Kibroth Hattaavah, because

shall bear the burden of the people
with you, that you may not bear it
yourself alone.

18“Then you shall say to the peo-
ple, ‘Consecrate yourselves for to-
morrow, and you shall eat meat; for
you have wept in the hearing of the
LORD, saying, “Who will give us
meat to eat? For it was well with us
in Egypt.” Therefore the LORD will
give you meat, and you shall eat.

19‘You shall eat, not one day, nor
two days, nor five days, nor ten
days, nor twenty days,

20‘but for a whole month, until it
comes out of your nostrils and be-
comes loathsome to you, because
you have adespised the LORD who is
among you, and have wept before
Him, saying, “Why did we ever
come up out of Egypt?” ’ ”

21And Moses said, “The people
whom I am among are bsix hundred
thousand men on foot; yet You have
said, ‘I will give them meat, that
they may eat for a whole month.’

22“Shall flocks and herds be
slaughtered for them, to provide
enough for them? Or shall all the
fish of the sea be gathered together
for them, to provide enough for
them?”

23And the LORD said to Moses,
“Has the LORD’S arm been cshort-
ened? Now you shall see whether
dwhat I say will happen to you or
not.”

24So Moses went out and told the
people the ewords of the LORD, and
he gathered the seventy men of the
elders of the people and placed
them around the tabernacle.

25Then the LORD came down in
the cloud, and spoke to him, and
took of the fSpirit that was upon
him, and placed the same upon the
seventy elders; and it happened,
when the Spirit rested upon them,
that they prophesied, although they
never did so again.*
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*11:25 Targum and Vulgate read did not cease.

Joshua: Jehovah is salvation. The leader of the Israel-
ites after the death of Moses. He led the people into
the Promised Land.

11:31 above the surface. “Two cubits above the surface

of the ground” was within reach of the people, that they
might kill them for food. The statement is not that the quails
were piled up from the face of the earth two cubits deep;
the level of their flight was two cubits above the earth.

11:34 Kibroth Hattaavah. That is, graves of craving.



there they buried the people who
had yielded to craving.

35From Kibroth Hattaavah the
people amoved to Hazeroth, and
camped at Hazeroth.

From Sinai to Kadesh Barnea:
(8) the criticism of Miriam and Aaron

12THEN bMiriam and Aaron
spoke cagainst Moses be-

cause of the Ethiopian woman
whom he had married; for he had
married an Ethiopian woman.

2So they said, “Has the LORD in-
deed spoken donly through eMoses?
Has He not spoken through us
also?” And the LORD heard it.

3(Now the man Moses was very
fhumble, more than all men who
were on the face of the earth.)

4Suddenly the LORD said to Mo-
ses, Aaron, and Miriam, “Come out,
you three, to the tabernacle of
meeting!” So the three came out.

5Then the LORD came down in
the pillar of gcloud and stood in the
door of the tabernacle, and called
Aaron and Miriam. And they both
went forward.

6Then He said, “Hear now My
words:

If there is a hprophet among you,
I, the LORD, make Myself

known to him in a vision;
I speak to him in a idream.

7 Not so with My jservant Moses;
kHe is faithful in all My house.

8 I speak with him face to lface,
Even plainly, and not in dark

sayings;
And he sees the mform of the

LORD.
Why then were you not nafraid
To speak against My servant

Moses?”
9So the anger of the LORD was

aroused against them, and He de-
parted.

10And when the cloud departed
from above the tabernacle, suddenly
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Miriam obecame pleprous, as white
as snow. Then Aaron turned toward
Miriam, and there she was, a leper.

11So Aaron said to Moses, “Oh,
my lord! Please do not lay this sin
on us, in which we have done fool-
ishly and in which we have sinned.

12“Please do not let her be as one
dead, whose flesh is half consumed
when he comes out of his mother’s
womb!”

13So Moses cried out to the LORD,
saying, “Please qheal her, O God, I
rpray!”

14Then the LORD said to Moses,
“If her father had but sspit in her
face, would she not be shamed sev-
en days? Let her be tshut out of the
camp seven days, and afterward she
may be received again.”

15So Miriam was shut out of the
camp seven days, and the people
did not journey till Miriam was
brought in again.

16And afterward the people
moved from uHazeroth and
vcamped in the Wilderness of Paran.

At Kadesh Barnea: (1) the spies
sent to appraise the land

13AND the wLORD spoke to Mo-
ses, saying,

2x“Send men to spy out the land
of Canaan, which I am giving to the
children of Israel; from each tribe of
their fathers you shall send a man,
every one a leader among them.”

3So Moses sent them from the
Wilderness of Paran according to
the command of the LORD, all of
them men who were heads of the
children of Israel.

4Now these were their names:
from the tribe of Reuben, Shammua
the son of Zaccur;

5from the tribe of Simeon, Sha-
phat the son of Hori;

6from the tribe of Judah, Caleb
the son of Jephunneh;

7from the tribe of Issachar, Igal
the son of Joseph;

Miriam: rebellion. Sister of Moses and Aaron.

12:3 humble. It is sometimes questioned whether this
statement could have been written by Moses. As a divinely
inspired book the Bible never conceals the weaknesses and
faults of its characters; so it speaks plainly about their vir-

tues. Despite baseless criticism against his family, Moses
said nothing and made no attempt to defend himself until
the LORD intervened on his behalf (v. 4). If the account is to
be fully understood, this statement of Moses’ humility is
necessary. Its presence here is therefore no argument
against his authorship.



cZin as far as Rehob, near the en-
trance of dHamath.

22And they went up through the
eSouth and came to fHebron; Ahi-
man, Sheshai, and Talmai, the de-
scendants of gAnak, were there.
(Now Hebron was built seven years
before Zoan in Egypt.)

23Then they came to the Valley of
Eshcol, and there cut down a
branch with one cluster of grapes;
they carried it between two of them
on a pole. They also brought some
of the pomegranates and figs.

24The place was called the Valley
of Eshcol, because of the cluster
which the men of Israel cut down
there.

25And they returned from spying
out the land after forty days.

At Kadesh Barnea: (2) the
contradictory reports of the spies

26Now they departed and came
back to Moses and Aaron and all the
congregation of the children of Isra-
el in the hWilderness of Paran, at
iKadesh; they brought back word to
them and to all the congregation,
and showed them the fruit of the
land.

27Then they told him, and said:
“We went to the land where you
sent us. It truly jflows with milk and
honey, and this is its fruit.

28“Nevertheless the kpeople who
dwell in the land are strong; the cit-
ies are fortified and very large;
moreover we saw the descendants
of lAnak there.

29“The mAmalekites dwell in the
land of the nSouth; the oHittites, the
Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in
the mountains; and the Canaanites
dwell by the sea and along the
banks of the Jordan.”

30Then Caleb quieted the people
before Moses, and said, “Let us go

8from the tribe of Ephraim, Ho-
shea* the son of Nun;

9from the tribe of Benjamin, Palti
the son of Raphu;

10from the tribe of Zebulun, Gad-
diel the son of Sodi;

11from the tribe of Joseph, that is,
from the tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi
the son of Susi;

12from the tribe of Dan, Ammiel
the son of Gemalli;

13from the tribe of Asher, Sethur
the son of Michael;

14from the tribe of Naphtali, Nah-
bi the son of Vophsi;

15from the tribe of Gad, Geuel the
son of Machi.

16These are the names of the men
whom Moses sent to spy out the
land. And Moses called Hoshea* the
son of Nun, Joshua.

17Then Moses sent them to spy
out the land of Canaan, and said to
them, “Go up this way a into the
South, and go up to the mountains,

18“and see what the land is like:
whether the people who dwell in it
are strong or weak, few or many;

19“whether the land they dwell in
is good or bad; whether the cities
they inhabit are like camps or strong-
holds;

20“whether the land is rich or
poor; and whether there are forests
there or not. Be of good bcourage.
And bring some of the fruit of the
land.” Now the time was the season
of the first ripe grapes.

21So they went up and spied out
the land from the Wilderness of
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*13:8 Septuagint and Vulgate read Oshea.
*13:16 Septuagint and Vulgate read Oshea.

13:8 Hoshea. That is, Joshua, v. 16; Deut. 32:44.
13:16 Joshua. That is, savior, or deliverer.
13:23 Eshcol. Meaning cluster. Num. 32:9.

Caleb: a dog. The spy of Israel from the tribe of Judah
who was convinced the Israelites could conquer the
Promised Land with God’s help. Because of this con-
fidence he was allowed to enter the Promised Land.

13:17 SPIES OF ISRAEL

Name Tribe
Shammua Reuben
Shaphat Simeon
Caleb Judah
Igal Issachar
Hoshea/Joshua Ephraim
Palti Benjamin
Gaddiel Zebulun
Gaddi Manasseh
Ammiel Dan
Sethur Asher
Nahbi Naphtali
Geuel Gad



up at once and take possession, for
we are well able to overcome it.”

31But the men who had gone up
with him said, “We are not able to
go up against the people, for they
are stronger than we.”

32And they gave the children of Is-
rael a abad report of the land which
they had spied out, saying, “The land
through which we have gone as
spies is a land that devours its inhab-
itants, and ball the people whom we
saw in it are men of great stature.

33“There we saw the giants* (the
descendants of cAnak came from
the giants); and we were like
grasshoppers in our own sight, and
so we were in their sight.”

At Kadesh Barnea: (3) the rebellious
unbelief of Israel (1 Cor. 10:1–5;

Heb. 3:7–19)

14SO all the congregation lifted
up their voices and cried,

and the people dwept that night.
2And all the children of Israel

ecomplained against Moses and Aar-
on, and the whole congregation said
to them, “If only we had died in the
land of Egypt! Or if only we had
died in this wilderness!

3“Why has the LORD brought us
to this land to fall by the sword, that
our wives and fchildren should be-
come victims? Would it not be bet-
ter for us to return to Egypt?”

4So they said to one another, “Let
us select a leader and greturn to
Egypt.”

5Then Moses and Aaron fell on
their faces before all the assembly of
the congregation of the children of
Israel.

6But Joshua the son of Nun and
Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who
were among those who had spied
out the land, tore their clothes;

7and they spoke to all the congre-
gation of the children of Israel, say-
ing: “The land we passed through to
spy out is an exceedingly good land.

8“If the LORD delights in us, then
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He will bring us into this land and
give it to us, ‘a land which flows
with milk and honey.’*

9“Only do not hrebel against the
LORD, nor fear the people of the
land, for they are our bread; their
protection has departed from them,
iand the LORD is with us. Do not
fear them.”

10And all the congregation said to
stone them with jstones. Now the
glory of the LORD appeared in the
tabernacle of meeting before all the
children of Israel.

At Kadesh Barnea: (4) Moses pleads
for pardon for the people

11Then the LORD said to Moses:
“How long will these people kreject
Me? And how long will they not be-
lieve Me, with all the signs which I
have performed among them?

12“I will strike them with the
pestilence and disinherit them, and
I will lmake of you a nation greater
and mightier than they.”

13mAnd nMoses said to the LORD:
o“Then the Egyptians will hear it,
for by Your might You brought these
people up from among them,

14“and they will tell it to the in-
habitants of this land. They have
pheard that You, LORD, are among
these people; that You, LORD, are
seen face to face and Your cloud
stands above them, and You go be-
fore them in a pillar of cloud by day
and in a pillar of fire by night.

15“Now if You kill these people as
one man, then the nations which
have heard of Your fame will speak,
saying,

16‘Because the LORD was not
qable to bring this people to the
land which He swore to give them,
therefore He killed them in the
wilderness.’

17“And now, I pray, let the power
of my Lord be great, just as You
have spoken, saying,

18‘The rLORD is longsuffering and
*13:33 Hebrew nephilim *14:8 Exodus 3:8

13:32 devours its inhabitants. This is a reference to the
strength of the warring factions in Canaan, which made life
insecure, and not in any sense a denial of the great pro-
ductivity of the land.

14:1 Because of certain repetitions, there are some who

claim that chs. 13 and 14 are a composite of conflicting ac-
counts. But repetition for emphasis is common in the OT,
and each of the alleged discrepancies may be explained in
full accord with the unity of the narrative.



number, from twenty years old and
above.

30k‘Except for Caleb the son of Je-
phunneh and Joshua the son of
Nun, you shall by no means enter
the land which I swore I would
make you dwell in.

31‘But your little ones, whom you
said would be victims, I will bring
in, and they shall know the land
which you have despised.

32‘But as for you, your carcasses
shall fall in this wilderness.

33‘And your sons shall be shep-
herds in the wilderness forty years,
and bear the brunt of your infidelity,
until your carcasses are consumed
in the wilderness.

34‘According to the number of the
days in which you spied out the
land, forty days, for each day you
shall bear your guilt one year, name-
ly forty years, and you shall know
My rejection.

35‘I the LORD have spoken this. I
will surely do so to all this evil con-
gregation who are gathered togeth-
er against Me. In this wilderness
they shall be consumed, and there
they shall die.’ ”

36Now the men whom Moses
sent to spy out the land, who re-
turned and made all the congrega-
tion complain against him by bring-
ing a bad report of the land,

37those very men who brought
the evil report about the land, ldied
by the plague before the LORD.

38But Joshua the son of Nun and
Caleb the son of Jephunneh re-
mained alive, of the men who went
to spy out the land.

At Kadesh Barnea: (6) a wrong
reaction; Israel defeated

39Then Moses told these words to
all the children of Israel, and the
people mmourned greatly.

40And they rose early in the
morning and went up to the top of
the mountain, saying, “Here we
are, and we nwill go up to the place

abundant in mercy, forgiving iniqui-
ty and transgression; but He by no
means clears the guilty, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers on the chil-
dren to the third and fourth genera-
tion.’

19a“Pardon the iniquity of this
people, I pray, baccording to the
greatness of Your mercy, just as You
have forgiven this people, from
Egypt even until now.”

At Kadesh Barnea: (5) the LORD

pardons but rebukes the people
20Then the LORD said: “I have

cpardoned, according to your word;
21“but truly, as I live, all the earth

shall be dfilled with the glory of the
LORD—

22“because eall these men who
have seen My glory and the signs
which I did in Egypt and in the
wilderness, and have put Me to the
ftest now these ten times, and have
not heeded My voice,

23“they certainly shall not gsee
the land of which I swore to their
fathers, nor shall any of those who
rejected Me see it.

24“But My servant Caleb, because
he has a different spirit in him and
has followed Me fully, I will bring
into the land where he went, and
his descendants shall inherit it.

25“Now the Amalekites and the
Canaanites dwell in the valley; to-
morrow turn and move out into the
wilderness by the Way of the hRed
Sea.”

26And the LORD spoke to Moses
and Aaron, saying,

27“How long shall I bear with this
evil congregation who complain
against Me? I have heard the com-
plaints which the children of Israel
make against Me.

28“Say to them, ‘As I live,’ says
the LORD, ‘just as you have spoken
in My hearing, so I will ido to you:

29‘The carcasses of you who have
complained against Me shall fall in
this wilderness, all of you who were
jnumbered, according to your entire
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14:23 Kadesh Barnea is, by the unbelief of Israel there
and the divine comment on that unbelief (vv. 22–38; Deut.
1:19–40; 1 Cor. 10:1–5; Heb. 3:12–19), invested with im-
mense spiritual significance. The people had obeyed God

in sprinkling the blood (Ex. 12:28) and coming out of
Egypt, but did not enter the Canaan rest because of unbe-
lief (Heb. 3:18–19). Therefore, although members of a re-
deemed nation, they were a forty-years’ grief to the LORD.



which the LORD has promised, for
we have sinned!”

41And Moses said, “Now why do
you transgress the command of the
LORD? For this will not succeed.

42“Do anot go up, lest you be de-
feated by your enemies, for the
LORD is not among you.

43“For the Amalekites and the
Canaanites are there before you, and
you shall fall by the sword; because
you have turned away from the LORD,
the LORD will not be with you.”

44But they bpresumed to go up to
the mountaintop. Nevertheless, nei-
ther the ark of the covenant of the
LORD nor Moses departed from the
camp.

45Then the Amalekites and the
Canaanites who dwelt in that
mountain came down and attacked
them, and drove them back as far as
cHormah.

Years of wandering: (1) rules
for Israel on entering Canaan

15AND the LORD spoke to Mo-
ses, saying,

2“Speak to the children of Israel,
and say to them: ‘When you have
come into the land you are to in-
habit, which I am giving to you,

3‘and you make an offering by fire
to the LORD, a burnt offering or a
sacrifice, to fulfill a vow or as a
freewill offering or in your appoint-
ed feasts, to make a dsweet aroma to
the LORD, from the herd or the flock,

4‘then he who presents his offer-
ing to the LORD shall ebring a grain
offering of one-tenth of an ephah of
fine flour mixed with one-fourth of
a fhin of oil;

5‘and one-fourth of a ghin of wine
as a drink offering you shall prepare
with the burnt offering or the sacri-
fice, for each hlamb.

6‘Or for a iram you shall prepare
as a grain offering two-tenths of an
ephah of fine flour mixed with one-
third of a jhin of oil;

7‘and as a drink offering you shall
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offer one-third of a khin of wine as a
sweet aroma to the LORD.

8‘And when you prepare a young
bull as a burnt offering, or as a sacri-
fice to fulfill a vow, or as a peace of-
fering to the LORD,

9‘then shall be offered with the
young bull a grain offering of three-
tenths of an ephah of fine flour
mixed with half a lhin of oil;

10‘and you shall bring as the drink
offering half a mhin of wine as an of-
fering made by fire, a sweet aroma
to the LORD.

11‘Thus it shall be done for each
young bull, for each ram, or for each
lamb or young goat.

12‘According to the number that
you prepare, so you shall do with
everyone according to their number.

13‘All who are native-born shall
do these things in this manner, in
presenting an offering made by fire,
a sweet aroma to the LORD.

Law of the stranger
dwelling in the land (vv. 14–16)

14‘And if a stranger dwells with
you, or whoever is among you
throughout your generations, and
would present an offering made by
fire, a sweet aroma to the LORD, just
as you do, so shall he do.

15‘One ordinance shall be for you
of the assembly and for the stranger
who dwells with you, an ordinance

15:2 When you have come. It is remarkable that just
when the people are turning in unbelief from the land, God
gives directions for conduct when they shall have entered
it. Cp. Rom. 11:29; Phil. 1:6.

15:1 NECESSARY DISCIPLINE

The wilderness was part of the necessary discipline of
the redeemed people, but not the years of wandering.
The latter were due wholly to the unbelief of the people
at Kadesh Barnea. The Red Sea, Marah, Elim, and Sinai
were God’s ways in development and discipline and
have, of necessity, their counterpart in Christian experi-
ence: (1) the Red Sea suggests the cross as that which
(death to Christ but life for us) separates us from Egypt,
the world (Gal. 6:14); (2) Marah, God’s power to turn
vexatious things into blessing; (3) Elim, God’s power to
give rest and refreshment along the way; and (4) Sinai,
God’s holiness and our deep inherent evil, the experi-
ence of Rom. 7:7–25. So far the path was and is of God.
But from Kadesh Barnea to Jordan all (except the grace
of God toward an unbelieving people) is for warning,
not imitation (1 Cor. 10:1–11; Heb. 3:17–19). There is a
present rest of God, of which the Sabbath and Canaan
were types, into which believers may and, therefore,
should enter by faith (Heb. 3—4).



el and the stranger who dwells
among them, because all the people
did it unintentionally.

27‘And if ea person sins uninten-
tionally, then he shall bring a female
goat in its first year as a sin offering.

28‘So the priest shall make fatone-
ment for the person who sins unin-
tentionally, when he sins uninten-
tionally before the LORD, to make
atonement for him; and it shall be
forgiven him.

29‘You shall have one law for him
who sins unintentionally, for him
who is native-born among the chil-
dren of Israel and for the stranger
who dwells among them.

30‘But the person who does any-
thing gpresumptuously, whether he
is native-born or a stranger, that one
brings reproach on the LORD, and he
shall be cut off from among his peo-
ple.

31‘Because he has despised the
word of the LORD, and has broken
His commandment, that person
shall be completely cut off; his guilt
shall be upon him.’ ”

The law’s condemnation (Rom. 3:19;
7:7–11; 2 Cor. 3:7,9; Gal. 3:10)

32Now while the children of Isra-
el were in the wilderness, they
found a man gathering hsticks on
the iSabbath day.

33And those who found him gath-
ering sticks brought him to Moses
and Aaron, and to all the congrega-
tion.

34They put him under guard, be-
cause it had not been explained
what should be done to him.

35Then the LORD said to Moses,
“The man must surely be put to
death; all the congregation shall stone
him with stones outside the camp.”

36So, as the LORD commanded
Moses, all the congregation brought
him outside the camp and stoned
him with stones, and he died.

forever throughout your genera-
tions; as you are, so shall the
stranger be before the LORD.

16‘One law and one custom shall
be for you and for the stranger who
dwells with you.’ ”*

17Again the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying,

18“Speak to the children of Israel,
and say to them: ‘When you come
into the land to which I bring you,

19‘then it will be, when you aeat of
the bread of the land, that you shall
offer up a heave offering to the LORD.

20‘You shall offer up a cake of the
b first of your ground meal as a
heave offering; as a heave offering
of the threshing floor, so shall you
offer it up.

21‘Of the first of your ground
meal you shall give to the LORD a
heave offering throughout your gen-
erations.

22‘If you sin unintentionally, and
do not observe all these command-
ments which the LORD has spoken
to Moses—

23‘all that the LORD has command-
ed you by the hand of Moses, from
the day the LORD gave command-
ment and onward throughout your
generations—

24‘then it will be, if it is cuninten-
tionally committed, without the
knowledge of the congregation, that
the whole congregation shall offer
one young bull as a burnt offering,
as a sweet aroma to the LORD, with
its grain offering and its drink offer-
ing, according to the ordinance, and
one kid of the goats as a sin offering.

25‘So the priest shall make atone-
ment for the whole congregation of
the children of Israel, and it shall be
dforgiven them, for it was uninten-
tional; they shall bring their offer-
ing, an offering made by fire to the
LORD, and their sin offering before
the LORD, for their unintended sin.

26‘It shall be forgiven the whole
congregation of the children of Isra-
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*15:16 Compare Exodus 12:49

15:25 atonement. Hebrew kaphar, to propitiate, to
atone for sin. According to Scripture the sacrifice of the
law only covered the offerer’s sin and secured the divine
forgiveness. The OT sacrifices never removed man’s sin; it
was “not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could
take away sins” (Heb. 10:4). The Israelite’s offering implied

confession of sin and recognized its due penalty as death;
and God passed over his sin in anticipation of Christ’s sac-
rifice which did, finally, put away those “sins that were
previously committed” [in OT times] (Heb. 9:15,26; Rom.
3:25, note). See Gen. 4:4; with marginal ref., Sacrifice, and
Lev. 16:6, note.



The blue thread—reminder
of separated walk

37Again the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying,

38“Speak to the children of Israel:
Tell them to make atassels on the
corners of their garments throughout
their generations, and to put a blue
thread in the tassels of the corners.

39“And you shall have the tassel,
that you may look upon it and bre-
member all the commandments of
the LORD and do them, and that you
may not follow the harlotry to
which your own heart and your
own eyes are inclined,

40“and that you may remember
and do all My commandments, and
be choly for your God.

41“I am the LORD your God, who
brought you out of the land of
Egypt, to be your God: I am the
LORD your God.”

Years of wandering: (2) Korah’s
rebellion (vv. 8–10; Jude 11)

16NOW dKorah the son of Izhar,
the son of Kohath, the son of

Levi, with eDathan and Abiram the
sons of Eliab, and On the son of Pe-
leth, sons of Reuben, took men;

2and they rose up before Moses
with some of the children of Israel,
two hundred and fifty leaders of the
congregation, frepresentatives of
the congregation, men of renown.

3They gathered together gagainst
Moses and Aaron, and said to them,
“You take too much upon your-
selves, for all the congregation is
holy, every one of them, and the
LORD is among them. Why then do
you exalt yourselves above the as-
sembly of the LORD?”

4So when Moses heard it, he hfell
on his face;

5and he spoke to Korah and all
his company, saying, “Tomorrow
morning the LORD will show who is
iHis and who is holy, and will cause
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him to come near to Him. That one
whom He chooses He will cause to
come near to Him.

6“Do this: Take censers, Korah
and all your company;

7“put fire in them and put in-
cense in them before the LORD to-
morrow, and it shall be that the
man whom the LORD chooses is the
holy one. You take too much upon
yourselves, you sons of Levi!”

8Then Moses said to Korah,
“Hear now, you sons of Levi:

9“Is it a small thing to you that
the God of Israel has separated you
from the congregation of Israel, to
bring you near to Himself, to jdo the
work of the tabernacle of the LORD,
and to stand before the congrega-
tion to serve them;

10“and that He has brought you
near to Himself, you and all your
brethren, the sons of Levi, with
you? And are you seeking the priest-
hood also?

11“Therefore you and all your
company are gathered together
against the LORD. And kwhat is Aar-
on that you complain against him?”

12And Moses sent to call Dathan
and Abiram the sons of Eliab, but
they said, “We will not come up!

13“Is it a small thing that you have
brought us up out of a lland flowing
with milk and honey, to kill us in the
wilderness, that you should keep
acting like a mprince over us?

14“Moreover nyou have not
brought us into a land flowing with
milk and honey, nor given us inher-
itance of fields and vineyards. Will
you put out the eyes of these men?
We will not come up!”

15Then Moses was very angry,
and said to the LORD, “Do not ore-
spect their offering. I have pnot tak-
en one donkey from them, nor have
I hurt one of them.”

16And Moses said to Korah, “To-
morrow, you and all your company

15:38 a blue thread. Blue, the heavenly color, used
on the corners of the priests’ garments, signified that the
servants of God were to be heavenly in obedience and
character, and separate from earthly ambitions and de-
sires.

16:10 seeking the priesthood. “The rebellion of Korah”
(Jude 11) was intrusion into the priest’s office, for “no man

takes the honor to himself” (Heb. 5:4). It was a rebellion
against the divine order in the theocratic kingdom.

Korah, Dathan and Abiram: bald/—/of loftiness.
Three Israelites who led a rebellion against Moses.
They were killed when the earth opened up and
“swallowed” them.



you will understand that these men
have rejected the LORD.”

31Now it came to pass, as he fin-
ished speaking all these words, that
the ground isplit apart under them,

32and the earth opened its mouth
and swallowed them up, with their
households and jall the men with
Korah, with all their goods.

33So they and all those with them
went down alive into the kpit; the
earth closed over them, and they
perished from among the assembly.

34Then all Israel who were
around them fled at their cry, for
they said, “Lest the earth swallow
us up also!”

35And a lfire came out from the
LORD and consumed the two hun-
dred and fifty men who were offer-
ing incense.

Plague falls on complainers
36Then the LORD spoke to Moses,

saying:
37“Tell Eleazar, the son of Aaron

the priest, to pick up the censers out
of the blaze, for they are mholy, and
scatter the fire some distance away.

38“The censers of these men who
sinned against their own souls, let
them be made into hammered
plates as a covering for the altar. Be-
cause they presented them before
the LORD, therefore they are holy;
and they shall be a nsign to the chil-
dren of Israel.”

39So Eleazar the priest took the
bronze censers, which those who
were burned up had presented, and
they were hammered out as a cov-
ering on the altar,

40to be a memorial to the chil-
dren of Israel othat no outsider, who
is not a descendant of Aaron, should
come near pto offer incense before
the LORD, that he might not become
like Korah and his companions, just
as the LORD had said to him through
Moses.

41On the next day all the congre-
gation of the children of Israel com-
plained against Moses and Aaron,
saying, “You have killed the people
of the LORD.”

42Now it happened, when the
congregation had gathered against
Moses and Aaron, that they turned

be present before the LORD—you
and they, as well as Aaron.

17“Let each take his censer and put
incense in it, and each of you bring
his censer before the LORD, two hun-
dred and fifty censers; both you and
Aaron, each with his censer.”

18So every man took his censer,
put fire in it, laid incense on it, and
stood at the door of the tabernacle
of meeting with Moses and Aaron.

19And Korah gathered all the con-
gregation against them at the door
of the tabernacle of meeting. Then
the glory of the LORD appeared to all
the congregation.

20And the LORD spoke to Moses
and Aaron, saying,

21a“Separate yourselves from
among this congregation, that I may
bconsume them in a moment.”

22Then they fell on their faces,
and said, “O God, the cGod of the
spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin,
and You be angry with all the dcon-
gregation?”

23So the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying,

24“Speak to the congregation, say-
ing, ‘Get away from the tents of Ko-
rah, Dathan, and Abiram.’ ”

25Then Moses rose and went to
Dathan and Abiram, and the elders
of Israel followed him.

26And he spoke to the congrega-
tion, saying, “Depart now from the
tents of these wicked men! Touch
nothing of theirs, elest you be con-
sumed in all their sins.”

27So they got away from around
the tents of Korah, Dathan, and Abi-
ram; and Dathan and Abiram came
out and stood at the door of their
tents, with their wives, their sons,
and their little fchildren.

28And Moses said: “By this you
shall know that the LORD has sent
me to do all these works, for I have
not done them of my own will.

29“If these men die naturally like
all men, or if they are visited by the
common fate of all men, then the
LORD has not sent me.

30“But if the LORD creates a new
thing, and the earth opens its
mouth and swallows them up with
all that belongs to them, and they
ggo down alive into the hpit, then
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toward the tabernacle of meeting;
and suddenly the cloud covered it,
and the glory of the LORD appeared.

43Then Moses and Aaron came
before the tabernacle of meeting.

44And the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying,

45“Get away from among this
congregation, that I may consume
them in a moment.” And they afell
on their faces.

46So Moses said to Aaron, “Take a
censer and put fire in it from the al-
tar, put incense on it, and take it
quickly to the congregation and
make batonement for them; for
cwrath has gone out from the LORD.
The plague has begun.”

47Then Aaron took it as Moses
commanded, and ran into the midst
of the assembly; and already the
plague had begun among the peo-
ple. So he put in the incense and
made datonement for the people.

48And he estood between the
dead and the living; so the plague
was stopped.

49Now those who died in the
plague were ffourteen thousand sev-
en hundred, gbesides those who
died in the Korah incident.

50So Aaron returned to Moses at
the door of the tabernacle of meet-
ing, for the plague had stopped.

Years of wandering: (3) Aaron’s
rod that budded

17AND the LORD spoke to Mo-
ses, saying:

2“Speak to the children of Israel,
and get from them a rod from each
father’s house, all their leaders ac-
cording to their fathers’ houses—
twelve rods. Write each man’s name
on his rod.

3“And you shall write Aaron’s
name on the rod of Levi. For there
shall be one rod for the head of each
father’s house.

4“Then you shall place them in
the tabernacle of meeting before the
hTestimony, iwhere I meet with you.

5“And it shall be that the rod of
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the man whom I jchoose will blos-
som; thus I will rid Myself of the
complaints of the children of Israel,
which they make against you.”

6So Moses spoke to the children
of Israel, and each of their leaders
gave him a rod apiece, for each
leader according to their fathers’
houses, twelve rods; and the rod of
Aaron was among their rods.

7And Moses placed the rods be-
fore the LORD in the ktabernacle of
witness.

8Now it came to pass on the next
day that Moses went into the taber-
nacle of witness, and behold, the
lrod of Aaron, of the house of Levi,
had msprouted and put forth buds,
had produced blossoms and yielded
ripe almonds.

9Then Moses brought out all the
rods from before the LORD to all the
children of Israel; and they looked,
and each man took his rod.

10And the LORD said to Moses,
“Bring Aaron’s rod back before the
Testimony, to be kept as a nsign
against the orebels, that you may
put their complaints away from Me,
lest they die.”

11Thus did Moses; just as the LORD
had commanded him, so he did.

12So the children of Israel spoke
to Moses, saying, “Surely we die,
we pperish, we all perish!

13“Whoever even comes near the
tabernacle of the LORD must die.
Shall we all utterly die?”

Years of wandering: (4) duties and
privileges of Aaron and Levites

confirmed

18THEN the LORD said to Aar-
on: “You and your sons and

your father’s house with you shall
bear the iniquity related to the sanc-
tuary, and you and your sons with
you shall bear the iniquity associat-
ed with your priesthood.

2“Also bring with you your breth-
ren of the qtribe of Levi, the tribe of
your father, that they may be rjoined
with you and serve you while you

17:8 rod of Aaron. Aaron’s rod that budded: a type of
Christ in resurrection, acknowledged by God as high
priest. Aaron’s priesthood had been questioned in the re-
bellion of Korah; so God Himself would confirm it (v. 5).

The head of each tribe brought a dead rod; God put life
into Aaron’s only.

18:1 bear the iniquity. That is, be responsible for every
neglect or offense relating to. Cp. Ex. 28:38.



I give your priesthood to you as a gift
for dservice, but the outsider who
comes near shall be put to death.”

8And the LORD spoke to Aaron:
“Here, I Myself have also given you
charge of My eheave offerings, all
the holy gifts of the children of Isra-
el; I have given them as a portion to
you and your sons, as an ordinance
forever.

9“This shall be yours of the most
holy things reserved from the fire:
every offering of theirs, every grain
offering and every sin offering and
every trespass offering which they
render to Me, shall be most holy
ffor you and your sons.

10“In a most holy place you shall
eat it; every male shall eat it. It shall
be holy to you.

11“This also is gyours: the heave
offering of their gift, with all the
wave offerings of the children of Is-
rael; I have given them to you, and
your sons and daughters with you, as
an ordinance forever. Everyone who
is clean in your house may eat it.

12“All the best of the oil, all the
best of the new wine and the grain,
their hfirstfruits which they offer to
the LORD, I have given them to you.

13“Whatever first ripe fruit is in
their land, which they bring to the
LORD, shall be yours. Everyone who
is clean in your house may eat it.

14“Every idevoted thing in Israel
shall be yours.

15“Everything that first opens the
womb of all flesh, which they bring
to the LORD, whether man or beast,
shall be yours; nevertheless the
jfirstborn of man you shall surely re-
deem, and the firstborn of unclean
animals you shall redeem.

16“And those redeemed of the de-
voted things you shall redeem when
one month old, according to your
valuation, for five kshekels of silver,
according to the shekel of the sanc-
tuary, which is twenty kgerahs.

17“But the firstborn of a cow, the
firstborn of a sheep, or the firstborn
of a goat you shall not redeem; they
are holy. You shall sprinkle their
blood on the altar, and burn their fat
as an offering made by fire for a
sweet aroma to the LORD.

18“And their flesh shall be yours,

and your sons are with you before
the tabernacle of witness.

3“They shall attend to your needs
and all the needs of the tabernacle;
but they shall anot come near the
articles of the sanctuary and the al-
tar, lest they die—they and you also.

4“They shall be joined with you
and attend to the needs of the taber-
nacle of meeting, for all the work of
the tabernacle; but an outsider shall
not come near you.

5“And you shall attend to the bdu-
ties of the sanctuary and the duties of
the altar, that there may be no more
cwrath on the children of Israel.

6“Behold, I Myself have taken
your brethren the Levites from
among the children of Israel; they
are a gift to you, given by the LORD,
to do the work of the tabernacle of
meeting.

7“Therefore you and your sons
with you shall attend to your priest-
hood for everything at the altar and
behind the veil; and you shall serve.
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18, heading TASKS OF THE LEVITES

The responsibilities of caring for and moving the taberna-
cle and its contents were divided by the three sons of Levi.

Aaron and his sons covered the ark, and disassembled
and packed everything (4:5). Only these three were al-
lowed to directly touch the items and furnishings inside
the tabernacle.

Items assigned to the Gershonites (3:25–26)
The curtains of the tabernacle
The tent with its coverings
The covering made of skins
The curtains for the entrances
The curtains and ropes of the court that surrounds the
tabernacle and altar

Items assigned to the Kohathites (3:31)
The ark of the testimony
The table
The lampstand
The altars
The utensils of the sanctuary
The inside curtain

Items assigned to the Merarites (3:36–37)
The boards and frame of the tabernacle
The crossbars of the tabernacle: its posts, bases and
equipment
The pillars of the court with its bases, tent pegs and ropes



a just as the wave breast and the
right thigh are yours.

19“All the heave offerings of the
holy things, which the children of
Israel offer to the LORD, I have given
to you and your sons and daughters
with you as an ordinance forever; it
is a covenant of bsalt forever before
the LORD with you and your descen-
dants with you.”

20Then the LORD said to Aaron:
“You shall have cno inheritance in
their land, nor shall you have any
portion among them; dI am your
portion and your inheritance among
the children of Israel.

21“Behold, I have given the chil-
dren of Levi all the etithes in Israel
as an inheritance in return for the
work which they perform, the work
of the tabernacle of meeting.

22“Hereafter the children of Israel
shall not come near the tabernacle of
meeting, lest they bear sin and die.

23“But the Levites shall perform
the work of the tabernacle of meet-
ing, and they shall fbear their iniq-
uity; it shall be a statute forever,
throughout your generations, that
among the children of Israel they
shall have no inheritance.

24“For the tithes of the children
of Israel, which they offer up as a
heave offering to the LORD, I have
given to the Levites as an inheri-
tance; therefore I have said to them,
‘Among the children of Israel they
shall have no inheritance.’ ”

25Then the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying,

26“Speak thus to the Levites, and
say to them: ‘When you take from
the children of Israel the tithes
which I have given you from them
as your inheritance, then you shall
offer up a heave offering of it to the
LORD, a gtenth of the tithe.

27‘And your heave offering shall be
reckoned to you has though it were
the grain of the ithreshing floor and
as the fullness of the winepress.

28‘Thus you shall also offer a
heave offering to the LORD from all
your tithes which you receive from
the children of Israel, and you shall
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give the LORD’S heave offering from
it to Aaron the priest.

29‘Of all your gifts you shall offer
up every heave offering due to the
LORD, from all the best of them, the
consecrated part of them.’

30“Therefore you shall say to
them: ‘When you have lifted up the
best of it, then the rest shall be ac-
counted to the Levites as the pro-
duce of the threshing floor and as
the produce of the winepress.

31‘You may eat it in any place, you
and your households, for it is your
reward for your work in the taber-
nacle of meeting.

32‘And you shall bear no sin be-
cause of it, when you have lifted up
the best of it. But you shall not jpro-
fane the holy gifts of the children of
Israel, lest you die.’ ”

Years of wandering: (5) the ordinance
of the red heifer

19NOW the LORD spoke to Mo-
ses and Aaron, saying,

2“This is the ordinance of the law
which the LORD has commanded,
saying: ‘Speak to the children of Is-
rael, that they bring you a red heifer
without blemish, in which there is
no kdefect and lon which a yoke has
never come.

3‘You shall give it to mEleazar the
priest, that he may take it outside
the camp, and it shall be slaugh-
tered before him;

4‘and Eleazar the priest shall take
some of its blood with his finger,
and nsprinkle some of its blood sev-
en times directly in front of the
tabernacle of meeting.

5‘Then the heifer shall be burned
in his sight: its ohide, its flesh, its
blood, and its offal shall be burned.

6‘And the priest shall take pcedar
wood and qhyssop and scarlet, and
cast them into the midst of the fire
burning the heifer.

7‘Then the priest shall rwash his
clothes, he shall bathe in water, and
afterward he shall come into the
camp; the priest shall be unclean
until evening.

8‘And the one who burns it shall

19:3 outside the camp. The bodies of the sin-offering
beasts were burned outside the camp, not because they

were unfit for a holy camp but, rather, because an unholy
camp was an unfit place for a holy sin offering.



16‘Whoever in the open field
g touches one who is slain by a
sword or who has died, or a bone of
a man, or a grave, shall be unclean
seven days.

17‘And h for an unclean person
they shall take some of the ashes of
the heifer burnt for purification
from sin, and running water shall
be put on them in a vessel.

18‘A clean person shall take hys-
sop and dip it in the water, sprinkle
it on the tent, on all the vessels, on
the persons who were there, or on
the one who touched a bone, the
slain, the dead, or a grave.

19‘The clean person shall sprinkle
the unclean on the third day and on
the seventh day; and on the seventh
day he shall purify himself, wash his
clothes, and bathe in water; and at
evening he shall be clean.

20 ‘But the man who is unclean
and does not purify himself, that
person shall be cut off from among
the assembly, because he has de-
filed the sanctuary of the LORD. The
water of purification has not been
sprinkled on him; he is unclean.

21‘It shall be a perpetual statute
for them. He who sprinkles the wa-
ter of purification shall wash his
clothes; and he who touches the
water of purification shall be un-
clean until evening.

22‘Whatever the unclean person
touches shall be iunclean; and the
person who touches it shall be un-
clean until evening.’ ”

wash his clothes in water, bathe in
water, and shall be unclean until
evening.

9‘Then a man who is clean shall
gather up the aashes of the heifer,
and store them boutside the camp in
a clean place; and they shall be kept
for the congregation of the children
of Israel for the cwater of purifica-
tion;* it is for purifying from sin.

10‘And the one who gathers the
ashes of the heifer shall wash his
clothes, and be unclean until
evening. It shall be a statute forever
to the children of Israel and to the
stranger who dwells among them.

11 ‘He who d touches the dead
body of anyone shall be unclean
seven days.

12‘He shall purify himself with
the water on the third day and on
the seventh day; then he will be
clean. But if he does not purify him-
self on the third day and on the sev-
enth day, he will not be clean.

13‘Whoever touches the body of
anyone who has died, and does enot
purify himself, fdefiles the taberna-
cle of the LORD. That person shall be
cut off from Israel. He shall be un-
clean, because the water of purifica-
tion was not sprinkled on him; his
uncleanness is still on him.

14 ‘This is the law when a man
dies in a tent: All who come into
the tent and all who are in the tent
shall be unclean seven days;

15‘and every open vessel, which
has no cover fastened on it, is un-
clean.

19:16

g Num. 31:19

19:17

h See Num. 19:2
and John 13:10,
notes

19:22

i Hag. 2:11-13

19:9

a Heb. 9:13-14

b See Lev. 4:12,
note

c vv. 13,20,21;
Num. 31:23; cp.
Num. 8:7

19:11

d Num. 5:2; 6:6

19:13

e Lev. 22:3-7

f Lev. 15:31

226 NUMBERS 19:9–22

*19:9 Literally impurity

19:12 purify. Literally purge himself from sin.

19:2 THE RED HEIFER: A CHRIST-LIKE SACRIFICE

The red heifer: a type of the sacrifice of Christ as the ground of the cleansing of the believer from the defilement con-
tracted in his pilgrim walk through this world, and an illustration of the method of his cleansing. The order is:

(1) the killing of the sacrifice;
(2) the sevenfold sprinkling of the blood, typical public testimony before the eyes of all of the complete and never-

to-be repeated putting away of all of the believer’s sins as before God (Heb. 9:12–14; 10:10–12);
(3) the reduction of the sacrifice to ashes which are preserved and become a memorial of the sacrifice; and
(4) the cleansing from defilement (sin has two aspects—guilt and uncleanness) by sprinkling with the ashes mixed

with water. Water is a type of both the Spirit and the Word (John 7:37–39; Eph. 5:26). The operation typified is this:
the Holy Spirit uses the Word to convict the believer of some evil allowed in his life that hinders his joy, growth, and
service. Thus convicted, he remembers that the guilt of his sin has been met by the sacrifice of Christ (1 John 1:7). In-
stead, therefore, of despairing, the convicted believer judges and confesses the defiling thing as unworthy of a Chris-
tian, and is forgiven and cleansed (John 13:3–10; 1 John 1:7–10).



Years of wandering: (6) death
of Miriam

20THEN the children of Israel,
the whole congregation,

came into the Wilderness of aZin in
the first month, and the people
stayed in bKadesh; and cMiriam
died there and was buried there.

Years of wandering: (7) thirst in
Meribah Kadesh (Deut. 32:51; cp.

Ex. 17:1–7)
2Now there was dno water for the

congregation; so they gathered to-
gether eagainst Moses and Aaron.

3And the people fcontended with
Moses and spoke, saying: “If only
we had died gwhen our brethren
died before the LORD!

4“Why have you brought up the
assembly of the LORD into this
wilderness, that we and our animals
should die here?

5“And why have you made us
come up out of Egypt, to bring us to
this evil place? It is not a place of
grain or figs or vines or pomegran-
ates; nor is there any hwater to
drink.”

6So Moses and Aaron went from
the presence of the assembly to the
door of the tabernacle of meeting,
and they ifell on their faces. And the
glory of the LORD appeared to them.

Sin of Moses in striking the rock
7Then the LORD spoke to Moses,

saying,
8“Take the jrod; you and your

brother Aaron gather the congrega-
tion together. Speak to the rock be-
fore their eyes, and it will yield its
water; thus you shall bring water for
them out of the krock, and give
drink to the congregation and their
animals.”
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9So Moses took the rod from be-

fore the LORD as He commanded him.
10And Moses and Aaron gathered

the assembly together before the
rock; and he said to them, l“Hear
now, you rebels! Must we bring wa-
ter for you out of this rock?”

11Then Moses lifted his hand and
struck the mrock twice with his rod;
and nwater came out abundantly,
and the congregation and their ani-
mals drank.

12Then the LORD spoke to Moses
and Aaron, “Because you odid not be-
lieve Me, to hallow Me in the eyes of
the children of Israel, therefore you
shall pnot bring this assembly into
the land which I have given them.”

13This was the water of qMeri-
bah, because the children of Israel
contended with the LORD, and He
was hallowed among them.

Years of wandering: (8) the
never-forgiven sin of Edom

(Gen. 25:30; Obad. 10)
14Now Moses sent messengers

from Kadesh rto the king of sEdom.
“Thus says your brother Israel: ‘You
tknow all the hardship that has be-
fallen us,

15‘how our fathers went down to
Egypt, and we dwelt in Egypt a
u long time, and the Egyptians af-
flicted us and our fathers.

16‘When we cried out to the
LORD, He heard our voice and sent
the vAngel and brought us up out of
Egypt; now here we are in Kadesh,
a city on the edge of your border.

17‘Please let us pass through your
country. We will not pass through
fields or vineyards, nor will we
drink water from wells; we will go
along the King’s Highway; we will
not turn aside to the right hand or

20:1 first month. This is the month of Abib (or Nisan) in
the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of March–April. For more information on the He-
brew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

20:8 Speak to the rock. The gravity of the offense may
be seen from these features: Moses (1) took credit to him-
self for what God had done (“must we”), v. 10; (2) dis-
obeyed God in not speaking to the rock, v. 11; (3) lost his
temper (he struck the rock twice when told to speak to it),
v. 11; (4) used a harsh expression in addressing the people
(“rebels,” cp. Ps. 106:33), v. 10; (5) was provoked about

their need and resented them (“must we”), v. 10; (6) was
guilty of unbelief, because he did not trust the power of
God, as though the power of God needed his help (“did
not believe Me”), v. 12; (7) failed to glorify God before His
people (“to hallow Me in the eyes of the children of Isra-
el”), v. 12; and (8) rebelled against God, v. 24. Aaron was
with him in this offense, so he suffered the same punish-
ment.

20:14 Between Num. 14:45 and 20:14 there is a period
of about thirty-eight years (cp. Deut. 2:14). Now. Approx-
imately 1408 B.C. See Ex. 1:8, note.



March of Israel: (1) victory

21THE king of eArad, the
Canaanite, who dwelt in the

fSouth, heard that Israel was com-
ing on the road to Atharim. Then he
fought against Israel and took some
of them prisoners.

2So Israel made a vow to the LORD,
and said, g“If You will indeed deliver
this people into my hand, then I will
utterly destroy their cities.”

3And the LORD listened to the
voice of Israel and delivered up the
Canaanites, and they utterly de-
stroyed them and their cities. So the
name of that place was called hHor-
mah.

4Then they journeyed from
Mount Hor by the Way of the Red
Sea, to go around the land of Edom;
and the soul of the people became
very discouraged on the way.

March of Israel: (2) the bronze
serpent (Gen. 3:1, note;

John 3:14–15; 2 Cor. 5:21)
5And the people ispoke against

God and against Moses: j“Why have
you brought us up out of Egypt to
die in the wilderness? For there is
no food and no water, kand our soul
loathes lthis worthless bread.”

6So the LORD msent fiery serpents
among the people, and they bit the
people; and many of the people of
Israel died.

7Therefore the people ncame to
Moses, and said, “We have osinned,
for we have spoken against the LORD
and against you; pray to the LORD
that He take away the serpents from
us.” So Moses prayed for the people.

8Then the LORD said to Moses,
p“Make a qfiery serpent, and set it
on a pole; and it shall be that every-
one who is bitten, when he looks at
it, shall live.”

9So Moses made a bronze ser-
pent, and put it on a pole; and so it
was, if a serpent had bitten anyone,
when he looked at the bronze ser-
pent, he rlived.

to the left until we have passed
through your territory.’ ”

18Then aEdom said to him, “You
shall not pass through my land, lest
I come out against you with the
sword.”

19So the children of Israel said to
him, “We will go by the Highway,
and if I or my livestock drink any of
your water, then I will pay for it; let
me only pass through on foot, noth-
ing more.”

20Then he said, “You shall not
pass through.” So Edom came out
against them with many men and
with a strong hand.

21Thus Edom refused to give Isra-
el passage through his territory; so
Israel turned away from him.

22Now the children of Israel, the
whole congregation, journeyed from
Kadesh and came to Mount Hor.

Death of Aaron
23And the LORD spoke to Moses

and Aaron in Mount Hor by the bor-
der of the land of Edom, saying:

24“Aaron shall be gathered to his
people, for he shall not enter the
land which I have given to the chil-
dren of Israel, bbecause you rebelled
against My word at the water of
Meribah.

25“Take Aaron and Eleazar his son,
and bring them up to Mount Hor;

26“and strip Aaron of his gar-
ments and put them on Eleazar his
son; for Aaron shall be gathered to
his people and die there.”

27So Moses did just as the LORD
commanded, and they went up to
Mount Hor in the sight of all the
congregation.

28Moses stripped Aaron of his
garments and cput them on Eleazar
his son; and Aaron ddied there on
the top of the mountain. Then Mo-
ses and Eleazar came down from
the mountain.

29Now when all the congregation
saw that Aaron was dead, all the
house of Israel mourned for Aaron
thirty days.
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Mount Hor: A mountain on the border of Judah and
Edom where Aaron died and was buried.

20:28 Aaron died. The death of Aaron marks the end of

the wanderings. Henceforth Israel marches or halts but
does not wander (see Num. 15:1, note).

21:9 pole. See Gen. 3:15, note. The serpent here is a
symbol of sin judged; bronze speaks of the divine judg-



10Now the children of Israel
moved on and camped in aOboth.

11And they journeyed from Oboth
and camped at Ije Abarim, in the
wilderness which is east of Moab,
toward the sunrise.

12From there they moved and
camped in the Valley of Zered.

13From there they moved and
camped on the other side of the
bArnon, which is in the wilderness
that extends from the border of the
Amorites; for the Arnon is the bor-
der of Moab, between Moab and
the Amorites.

14Therefore it is said in the Book
of the Wars of the LORD:

“Waheb in Suphah,*
The brooks of the Arnon,

15 And the slope of the brooks
That reaches to the dwelling of

cAr,
And lies on the border of

Moab.”
16From there they went to Beer,

which is the well where the LORD
said to Moses, “Gather the people to-
gether, and I will give them water.”

17Then Israel sang this song:

“Spring up, O well!
All of you sing to it—

18 The well the leaders sank,
Dug by the nation’s nobles,
By the lawgiver, with their

staves.”

And from the wilderness they went
to Mattanah,

19from Mattanah to Nahaliel,
from Nahaliel to Bamoth,

20and from Bamoth, in the valley
that is in the country of Moab, to
the top of Pisgah which looks down
on the wasteland.*

March of Israel: (3) two victories
21Then Israel sent messengers to

dSihon king of the Amorites, saying,
22e“Let me pass through your

land. We will not turn aside into
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fields or vineyards; we will not
drink water from wells. We will go
by the King’s Highway until we
have passed through your territory.”

23But Sihon would not allow Isra-
el to pass through his territory. So
Sihon gathered all his people to-
gether and went out against Israel
in the wilderness, and he came to
Jahaz and fought against Israel.

24Then Israel defeated him with
the edge of the sword, and took pos-
session of his land from the Arnon
to the Jabbok, as far as the people of
Ammon; for the border of the peo-
ple of Ammon was fortified.

25So Israel took all these cities,
and Israel fdwelt in all the cities of
the Amorites, in Heshbon and in all
its villages.

26For Heshbon was the city of Si-
hon king of the Amorites, who had
fought against the former king of
Moab, and had taken all his land
from his hand as far as the Arnon.

27Therefore those who speak in
proverbs say:

“Come to Heshbon, let it be
built;

Let the city of Sihon be repaired.
28“For fire went out from

gHeshbon,
A flame from the city of Sihon;
It consumed Ar of Moab,
The lords of the hheights of the

Arnon.
29 Woe to you, iMoab!

You have perished, O people of
jChemosh!

He has given his ksons as
fugitives,

And his ldaughters into
captivity,

To Sihon king of the Amorites.
30“But we have shot at them;

Heshbon has perished as far as
mDibon.

*21:14 Ancient unknown places; Vulgate reads
what He did in the Red Sea. *21:20 Hebrew
Jeshimon

ment, as in the bronze altar (see Ex. 27:1–2, notes), and of
self-judgment as in the laver of bronze. The bronze serpent
is a type of Christ “made . . . to be sin for us” (John
3:14–15; 2 Cor. 5:21) in bearing our judgment. Historical-
ly, the moment is indicated in the cry: “My God, My God,
why have You forsaken Me?” (Matt. 27:46).

21:11 Ije Abarim. That is, ruins of Abarim.
21:17 The spiritual order here is beautiful: (1) atone-

ment (vv. 8–9; John 3:14–15); (2) water, symbol of the Spir-
it bestowed (v. 16; John 7:37–39); (3) joy (vv. 17–18; Rom.
14:17); and (4) power (vv. 21–24).

21:20 Pisgah. Meaning the division.



5Then he sent messengers to iBa-
laam the son of Beor at Pethor,
which is near the River* in the land
of the sons of his people,* to call
him, saying: “Look, a people has
come from Egypt. See, they cover
the face of the earth, and are set-
tling next to me!

6“Therefore please jcome at once,
kcurse this people for me, for they
are too mighty for me. Perhaps I shall
be able to defeat them and drive
them out of the land, for I know that
he whom you bless is blessed, and he
whom you curse is cursed.”

7So the elders of Moab and the el-
ders of Midian departed with the di-
viner’s fee in their hand, and they
came to Balaam and spoke to him
the words of Balak.

8And he said to them, “Lodge
here tonight, and I will bring back
word to you, as the LORD speaks to
me.” So the princes of Moab stayed
with Balaam.

9Then God came to Balaam and
said, “Who are these men with
you?”

10So Balaam said to God, “Balak
the son of Zippor, king of Moab, has
sent to me, saying,

11‘Look, a people has come out of
Egypt, and they cover the face of the
earth. Come now, curse them for
me; perhaps I shall be able to over-
power them and drive them out.’ ”

12And God said to Balaam, “You
shall lnot go with them; you shall
not curse the people, for they are
mblessed.”

13So Balaam rose in the morning
and said to the princes of Balak, “Go
back to your land, for the LORD has
refused to give me permission to go
with you.”

14And the princes of Moab rose

Then we laid waste as far as
Nophah,

Which reaches to Medeba.”
31Thus Israel dwelt in the land of

the Amorites.
32Then Moses sent to spy out aJa-

zer; and they took its villages and
drove out the Amorites who were
there.

33bAnd they turned and went up
by the way to cBashan. So Og king of
Bashan went out against them, he
and all his people, to battle at Edrei.

34Then the LORD dsaid to Moses,
“Do not fear him, for I have deliv-
ered him into your hand, with all
his people and his land; and you
shall do to him as you did to Sihon
king of the Amorites, who dwelt at
Heshbon.”

35So they defeated him, his sons,
and all his people, until there was
no survivor left him; and they took
possession of his land.

III. The Prophecies of
Balaam, 22:1—25:18

March of Israel: (4) Balaam
(2 Pet. 2:15; Jude 11; Rev. 2:14)

22THEN the children of Israel
moved, and camped in the

eplains of Moab on the side of the
Jordan across from Jericho.

2Now fBalak the son of Zippor
saw all that Israel had done to the
Amorites.

3And Moab was exceedingly
gafraid of the people because they
were many, and Moab was sick with
dread because of the children of Is-
rael.

4So Moab said to the elders of
hMidian, “Now this company will
lick up everything around us, as an
ox licks up the grass of the field.”
And Balak the son of Zippor was
king of the Moabites at that time.

22:5

i Num. 31:8,16;
Josh. 13:22;
Neh. 13:2;
2 Pet. 2:15; Jude
11; Rev. 2:14

22:6

j Num. 23:7

k Num. 24:9

22:12

l Cp. v. 20

m Num. 23:20

21:32

a Num. 32:1

21:33

b Deut. 29:7

c Deut. 3:1,3-7

21:34

d Deut. 3:2

22:1

e Num. 33:48-49

22:2

f Josh. 24:9; Judg.
11:25; Mic. 6:5;
Rev. 2:14

22:3

g Ex. 15:15

22:4

h Num. 25:15-18;
31:1-3
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*22:5 That is, the Euphrates * Or the people of
Amau

22:5 Balaam. Balaam was a typical hireling prophet,
seeking only to make a market of his gift. This is the way of
Balaam (2 Pet. 2:15) and characterizes false teachers. The
error of Balaam (Jude 11) was that he could see only the
natural morality. A holy God, he reasoned, must curse
such a people as Israel. Like all false teachers he was igno-
rant of the higher morality of vicarious atonement, by
which God could be just and yet the justifier of believing
sinners (Rom. 3:26). The doctrine of Balaam (Rev. 2:14)

refers to his teaching Balak to corrupt the people whom he
could not curse (cp. Num. 31:16 with Num. 25:1–3 and
James 4:4). Spiritually, Balaamism in teaching never rises
above natural reasonings; in practice, it is easy world-con-
formity. See Rev. 2:14, note.

Balaam: destruction. A prophet hired by the king of
Moab to curse Israel.



and went to Balak, and said, “Ba-
laam refuses to come with us.”

15Then Balak again sent princes,
more numerous and more honor-
able than they.

16And they came to Balaam and
said to him, “Thus says Balak the
son of Zippor: ‘Please let nothing
hinder you from coming to me;

17‘for I will certainly ahonor you
greatly, and I will do whatever you
say to me. Therefore please come,
curse this people for me.’ ”

18Then Balaam answered and said
to the servants of Balak, “Though
Balak were to give me his house full
of silver and gold, I bcould not go
beyond the word of the LORD my
God, to do less or more.

19“Now therefore, please, you also
stay here tonight, that I may know
what more the LORD will say to me.”

20And God came to Balaam at
night and said to him, c“If the men
come to call you, rise and go with
them; but donly the word which I
speak to you—that you shall do.”

21So Balaam rose in the morning,
saddled his donkey, and went with
the princes of Moab.

22Then God’s anger was aroused
because he went, and the eAngel of
the LORD took His stand in the way
as an adversary against him. And he
was riding on his donkey, and his
two servants were with him.

23Now the donkey saw the Angel
of the LORD standing in the way
with His drawn sword in His fhand,
and the donkey turned aside out of
the way and went into the field. So
Balaam struck the donkey to turn
her back onto the road.

24Then the Angel of the LORD
stood in a narrow path between the
vineyards, with a wall on this side
and a wall on that side.

25And when the donkey saw the
Angel of the LORD, she pushed her-

22:28

g 2 Pet. 2:16

22:31

h Gen. 21:19;
2 Kin. 6:17;
Luke 24:16

22:32

i Cp. 2 Pet. 2:15-
16

22:34

j Cp. Num. 14:40

22:17

a Num. 24:11

22:18

b Num. 24:13

22:20

c v. 12

d Num. 23:5,16;
24:13

22:22

e Angel (of the
LORD): vv. 22-
35; Judg. 2:1.
(Gen. 16:7;
Judg. 2:1, note)

22:23

f Josh. 5:13
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self against the wall and crushed Ba-
laam’s foot against the wall; so he
struck her again.

26Then the Angel of the LORD went
further, and stood in a narrow place
where there was no way to turn ei-
ther to the right hand or to the left.

27And when the donkey saw the
Angel of the LORD, she lay down un-
der Balaam; so Balaam’s anger was
aroused, and he struck the donkey
with his staff.

28Then the LORD gopened the
mouth of the donkey, and she said
to Balaam, “What have I done to
you, that you have struck me these
three times?”

29And Balaam said to the donkey,
“Because you have abused me. I
wish there were a sword in my
hand, for now I would kill you!”

30So the donkey said to Balaam,
“Am I not your donkey on which
you have ridden, ever since I be-
came yours, to this day? Was I ever
disposed to do this to you?” And he
said, “No.”

31Then the LORD hopened Ba-
laam’s eyes, and he saw the Angel
of the LORD standing in the way
with His drawn sword in His hand;
and he bowed his head and fell flat
on his face.

32And the Angel of the LORD said
to him, “Why have you struck your
donkey these three times? Behold, I
have come out to stand against you,
because your way is iperverse be-
fore Me.

33“The donkey saw Me and
turned aside from Me these three
times. If she had not turned aside
from Me, surely I would also have
killed you by now, and let her live.”

34And Balaam said to the Angel of
the LORD, “I have jsinned, for I did
not know You stood in the way
against me. Now therefore, if it dis-
pleases You, I will turn back.”

22:22 anger. In v. 12 the directive will of the LORD was
made known to Balaam; in v. 20, the LORD’s permissive
will. The prophet was now free to go but knew the true
mind of the LORD about it. The matter was wholly one be-
tween the LORD and His servant. The permission of v. 20
really constituted a testing of Balaam. He chose the path of
self-will and self-advantage, and the LORD could not but
gravely disapprove. The whole scene (vv. 22–35) prepared

Balaam for what was to follow.
22:28 said. Aside from the serpent in the Garden of Eden,

this is the only instance in Scripture where an animal is de-
scribed as speaking. God, who created the vocal organs of
man and beast, used the animal, in this one case, to rebuke
the weakness of the prophet and to insure that he would car-
ry out the intention he had expressed in v. 18 (cp. v. 20).

22:34 displeases You. That is, be evil in Your eyes.



shows me I will tell you.” So he
went to a desolate height.

4And God met Balaam, and he
said to Him, “I have prepared the
seven altars, and I have offered on
each altar a bull and a ram.”

5Then the LORD gput a hword in
Balaam’s mouth, and said, “Return
to Balak, and thus you shall speak.”

6So he returned to him, and there
he was, standing by his burnt offer-
ing, he and all the princes of Moab.

7And he took up his oracle and
said:

“Balak the king of Moab has
brought me from iAram,

From the mountains of the east.
‘Come, j curse Jacob for me,
And come, denounce Israel!’

8“How shall I curse whom God
has not kcursed?

And how shall I denounce
whom the LORD has not
denounced?

9 For from the top of the rocks I
see him,

And from the hills I behold him;
There! A people dwelling lalone,
Not reckoning itself among the

nations.
10“Who can count the mdust* of

Jacob,
Or number one-fourth of Israel?
Let me die the death of the

righteous,
And let my end be like his!”

11Then Balak said to Balaam,
“What have you done to me? I took
you to curse my enemies, and look,
you have blessed them bountifully!”

12So he answered and said, “Must

35Then the aAngel of the LORD
said to Balaam, “Go with the men,
but only the word that I speak to
you, that you shall speak.” So Ba-
laam went with the princes of Balak.

36Now when Balak heard that Ba-
laam was coming, he went out to
meet him at the city of Moab,
bwhich is on the border at the Ar-
non, the boundary of the territory.

37Then Balak said to Balaam, “Did
I not earnestly send to you, calling
for you? Why did you not come to
me? Am I not able to honor you?”

38And Balaam said to Balak,
“Look, I have come to you! Now,
have I any power at all to say any-
thing? The cword that God puts in
my mouth, that I must dspeak.”

39So Balaam went with Balak, and
they came to Kirjath Huzoth.

40Then Balak offered oxen and
sheep, and he sent some to Balaam
and to the princes who were with
him.

41So it was, the next day, that Ba-
lak took Balaam and brought him up
to the ehigh places of Baal, that
from there he might observe the ex-
tent of the people.

Balaam blesses Israel from
high places of Baal

23THEN Balaam said to Balak,
“Build fseven altars for me

here, and prepare for me here sev-
en bulls and seven rams.”

2And Balak did just as Balaam had
spoken, and Balak and Balaam of-
fered a bull and a ram on each altar.

3Then Balaam said to Balak,
“Stand by your burnt offering, and I
will go; perhaps the LORD will come
to meet me, and whatever He
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g Num. 22:20,38;
Deut. 18:18

h Inspiration: vv.
5, 12-16; Deut.
4:2. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)
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i Num. 22:5;
Deut. 23:4

j Num. 22:6

23:8

k Num. 22:12

23:9

l Deut. 32:8;
33:28

23:10

m Gen. 28:14

22:35

a See Judg. 2:1,
note

22:36

b Num. 21:13

22:38

c Inspiration: v.
38; Num. 23:5.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

d Num. 23:26;
24:13; 1 Kin.
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18:13

22:41

e Num. 21:28

23:1

f vv. 14,30; cp.
1 Chr. 15:26

232 NUMBERS 22:35—23:12

*23:10 Or dust cloud

Balak: to make empty. The King of Moab who was
afraid of the size and power of the Israelites.

22:39 Kirjath Huzoth. Meaning a city of streets.
22:41 extent. The expression, “the extent of the peo-

ple,” refers to the end of the encampment, “one-fourth of
Israel” (Num. 23:10). Balak’s thought was not at all to per-
mit Balaam to see the whole of the Hebrew host. In bring-
ing Balaam to Pisgah, Balak corrects what, evidently, he
thought was a blunder (Num. 23:13–14). But when the
hireling sees the whole camp he must utter a grander
word than before, “He has not observed iniquity in
Jacob,” and that with the nation in full view. Here is a

superb illustration of the truth of Rom. 4:5–8.
23:7 brought. In the prophecies of Balaam, God testi-

fies on behalf of His people rather than to them. It is the di-
vine testimony to their standing as a redeemed people in
view of the serpent “lifted up”, and of the water from the
struck rock (Num. 21:5–9; 20:11). Their state was morally
bad, but this was a matter concerning the discipline of
God, not His judgment. Through Christ “lifted up” (John
3:14–15) the Christian’s standing is eternally secure and
perfect, though his state may require the Father’s discipline
(1 Cor. 11:30–32; Heb. 12:4–10); meantime, against all en-
emies God is “for us” (Rom. 8:31).



I not take heed to speak what the
LORD has aput in my mouth?”

Balaam: the prophecy from Pisgah:
the justification and power of Israel
13Then Balak said to him, “Please

come with me to another place
from which you may see them; you
shall see only the outer part of
them, and shall not see them all;
curse them for me from there.”

14So he brought him to the field
of Zophim, to the top of Pisgah, and
built seven altars, and offered a bull
and a ram on each altar.

15And he said to Balak, “Stand
here by your burnt offering while I
meet* the LORD over there.”

16Then the LORD met Balaam, and
put a word in his mouth, and said,
“Go back to Balak, and thus you
shall speak.”

17So he came to him, and there
he was, standing by his burnt offer-
ing, and the princes of Moab were
with him. And Balak said to him,
“What has the LORD spoken?”

18Then he took up his oracle and
said:

“Rise up, Balak, and hear!
Listen to me, son of Zippor!

19“God is not a man, that He
should lie,

Nor a son of man, that He
should brepent.

Has He csaid, and will He not
do?

Or has He spoken, and will He
not make it good?

20 Behold, I have received a
command to bless;

He has blessed, and I cannot
reverse it.

21“He has not observed iniquity in
Jacob,

Nor has He seen wickedness in
Israel.

The LORD his God is dwith him,
And the shout of a King is

among them.
22 God brings them out of Egypt;

He has strength like a wild ox.
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23“For there is no sorcery against

Jacob,
Nor any divination against

Israel.
It now must be said of Jacob
And of Israel, ‘Oh, ewhat God

has done!’
24 Look, a people rises like a

flioness,
And lifts itself up like a lion;
It shall not lie down until it

devours the prey,
And drinks the blood of the

slain.”
25Then Balak said to Balaam,

“Neither curse them at all, nor bless
them at all!”

26So Balaam answered and said to
Balak, “Did I not tell you, saying,
‘All that the LORD speaks, that I
must do’?”

Balaam: the prophecy from Peor:
(1) the beauty and order of Israel

27Then Balak said to Balaam,
“Please come, I will take you to an-
other place; perhaps it will please
God that you may curse them for
me from there.”

28So Balak took Balaam to the top
of Peor, that goverlooks the waste-
land.*

29Then Balaam said to Balak,
“Build for me here seven altars, and
prepare for me here seven bulls and
seven rams.”

30And Balak did as Balaam had
said, and offered a bull and a ram
on every altar.

The prophecy from Peor (continued)

24NOW when Balaam saw that
it pleased the LORD to bless

Israel, he did not go as at other
times, to seek to use sorcery, but he
set his face toward the wilderness.

2And Balaam raised his eyes, and
saw Israel hencamped according to
their tribes; and ithe jSpirit of God
came upon him.

3kThen he took up his oracle and
said:
*23:15 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and
Vulgate; Syriac reads call; Septuagint reads go and
ask God. *23:28 Hebrew Jeshimon

23:13 you shall see. Better you see only the outer part
of them, and do not see them all.

23:23 against. Or in.
24:1 sorcery. Or to the meeting of sorceries.



not also speak to your messengers
whom you sent to me, saying,

13‘If Balak were to give me his
house full of silver and gold, I could
not go beyond the word of the LORD,
to do good or bad of my own will.
What the LORD says, that I must
speak’?

14“And now, indeed, I am going
to my people. Come, I will advise
you what this people will do to your
people in the glatter days.”

Balaam: the prophecy from Peor:
(2) the Messianic kingdom

15So he took up his oracle and
said:

“The utterance of Balaam the
son of Beor,

And the utterance of the man
whose eyes are opened;

16 The utterance of him who
hears the words of God,

And has the knowledge of the
Most High,

Who sees the vision of the
Almighty,

Who falls down, with eyes wide
open:

17“I see Him, but not now;
I behold Him, but not near;
A Star shall come out of Jacob;
A hScepter shall rise out of

Israel,
And batter the brow of Moab,
And destroy all the sons of

tumult.*

18“And Edom shall be a possession;
Seir also, his enemies, shall be

a possession,
While Israel does valiantly.

19 Out of Jacob One shall have
idominion,

And destroy the remains of the
city.”

20Then he looked on Amalek, and
he took up his oracle and said:

“Amalek was first among the
nations,

“The utterance of Balaam the
son of Beor,

The utterance of the man
whose eyes are opened,

4 The utterance of him who
hears the words of God,

Who sees the vision of the
Almighty,

Who falls down, with eyes
wide open:

5“How lovely are your tents, 
O Jacob!

Your dwellings, O Israel!
6 Like valleys that stretch out,

Like gardens by the riverside,
Like aloes planted by the LORD,
Like cedars beside the waters.

7 He shall pour water from his
buckets,

And his seed shall be ain many
waters.

“His king shall be higher than
Agag,

And his bkingdom shall be
exalted.

8“God brings him out of Egypt;
He has strength like a wild ox;
He shall cconsume the nations,

his enemies;
He shall dbreak their bones
And pierce them with his

arrows.
9 ‘He bows down, he lies down as

a lion;
And as a lion, who shall rouse

him?’*

“Blessed e is he who blesses you,
And cursed is he who curses

you.”
10Then Balak’s anger was aroused

against Balaam, and he struck his
hands together; and Balak said to
Balaam, “I called you to curse my
enemies, and look, you have bounti-
fully blessed them these three
times!

11“Now therefore, flee to your
place. fI said I would greatly honor
you, but in fact, the LORD has kept
you back from honor.”

12So Balaam said to Balak, “Did I
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*24:9 Genesis 49:9 *24:17 Hebrew Sheth
(compare Jeremiah 48:45)

24:4 falls down. That is, prostrated by the prophetic
impulse. Cp. 1 Sam. 19:24; Ezek. 1:28; Dan. 8:18; 10:15-
16; 2 Cor. 12:2–4; Rev. 1:10,17.

24:7 Agag. King of the Amalekites, ancestor of the

Agag of 1 Sam. 15:9.
24:20 nations. Or the first of the nations that warred

against Israel. Ex. 17:8.



But shall be last until he
perishes.”

21Then he looked on the Kenites,
and he took up his oracle and said:

“Firm is your dwelling place,
And your nest is set in the

rock;
22 Nevertheless Kain shall be

burned.
How long until Asshur carries

you away captive?”
23Then he took up his oracle and

said:

“Alas! Who shall live when God
does this?

24 But ships shall come from the
coasts of aCyprus,*

And they shall afflict Asshur
and afflict Eber,

And so shall Amalek,* until he
perishes.”

25So Balaam rose and departed
and breturned to his place; Balak
also went his way.

The doctrine of Balaam (Num. 31:16;
James 4:4; Rev. 2:14)

25NOW Israel remained in
Acacia Grove,* and the cpeo-

ple began to commit harlotry with
the women of Moab.

2They invited the people to the
sacrifices of their gods, and the
dpeople ate and ebowed down to
their gods.

3So Israel was joined to fBaal of
Peor, and the anger of the LORD was
aroused against Israel.

4Then the LORD said to Moses,
“Take all the leaders of the people
and hang the offenders before the
LORD, out in the sun, that the fierce
anger of the LORD may turn away
from Israel.”

5So Moses said to the judges of Is-
rael, “Every one of you gkill his men
who were joined to Baal of Peor.”

6And indeed, one of the children
of Israel came and presented to his
brethren a Midianite woman in the
sight of Moses and in the sight of all
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the congregation of the children of
Israel, who were weeping at the
door of the tabernacle of meeting.

7Now when Phinehas the son of
Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest,
saw it, he rose from among the con-
gregation and took a javelin in his
hand;

8and he went after the man of Is-
rael into the tent and thrust both of
them through, the man of Israel,
and the woman through her body.
hSo the plague was istopped among
the children of Israel.

9And those who jdied in the
plague were twenty-four thousand.

10Then the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying:

11“Phinehas the son of Eleazar,
the son of Aaron the priest, has
turned back My wrath from the
children of Israel, because he was
zealous with My zeal among them,
so that I did not consume the chil-
dren of Israel in My kzeal.

12“Therefore say, l‘Behold, I give
to him My mcovenant of peace;

13‘and it shall be to him and his
ndescendants after him a covenant
of an oeverlasting priesthood, be-
cause he was zealous for his God,
and made patonement for the chil-
dren of Israel.’ ”

14Now the name of the Israelite
who was killed, who was killed
with the Midianite woman, was
Zimri the son of Salu, a leader of a
father’s house among the Simeon-
ites.

15And the name of the Midianite
woman who was killed was Cozbi
the daughter of qZur; he was head
of the people of a father’s house in
Midian.

16Then the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying:

17 r“Harass the Midianites, and at-
tack them;

18“for they harassed you with
their schemes by which they se-
duced you in the matter of Peor and
in the matter of Cozbi, the daughter
of a leader of Midian, their sister,
who was killed in the day of the
plague because of Peor.”
*24:24 Hebrew Kittim * Literally he or that one
*25:1 Hebrew Shittim

Baal of Peor: lord of the opening. A pagan god of the
Moabites and Canaanites. This title implies a local
god who was worshipped in a particular location.



Zarhites; of Shaul, the family of the
Shaulites.

14These are the families of the
Simeonites: j twenty-two thousand
two hundred.

15The sons of kGad according to
their families were: of Zephon,* the
family of the Zephonites; of Haggi,
the family of the Haggites; of Shuni,
the family of the Shunites;

16of Ozni,* the family of the
Oznites; of Eri, the family of the
Erites;

17of Arod,* the family of the Aro-
dites; of Areli, the family of the Are-
lites.

18These are the families of the
sons of Gad according to those who
were numbered of them: forty thou-
sand five hundred.

19The sons of lJudah were Er and
Onan; and Er and Onan died in the
land of Canaan.

20And the sons of Judah accord-
ing to their families were: of She-
lah, the family of the Shelanites; of
Perez, the family of the Parzites; of
Zerah, the family of the Zarhites.

21And the sons of Perez were: of
Hezron, the family of the Hez-
ronites; of Hamul, the family of the
Hamulites.

22These are the families of Judah
according to those who were num-
bered of them: mseventy-six thou-
sand five hundred.

23The sons of nIssachar according
to their families were: of Tola, the
family of the Tolaites; of Puah,* the
family of the Punites;*

24of Jashub, the family of the
Jashubites; of Shimron, the family of
the Shimronites.

25These are the families of Issa-
char according to those who were
numbered of them: osixty-four thou-
sand three hundred.

26The sons of pZebulun according
to their families were: of Sered, the

IV. Instructions and Preparations
for Entering the Promised Land,

26:1—36:13

Moses numbers new generation of
men able to go to war (vv. 64–65)

26AND it came to pass, after
the aplague, that the LORD

spoke to Moses and Eleazar the son
of Aaron the priest, saying:

2“Take a bcensus of all the con-
gregation of the children of Israel
from twenty years old and above, by
their fathers’ houses, all who are
able to go to war in Israel.”

3So Moses and Eleazar the priest
spoke with them in the plains of
Moab by the Jordan, across from
Jericho, saying:

4“Take a census of the people
from twenty years old and above,
just as the LORD ccommanded Mo-
ses and the children of Israel who
came out of the land of Egypt.”

5Reuben was the firstborn of Isra-
el. The children of dReuben were:
of Hanoch, the family of the
Hanochites; of Pallu, the family of
the Palluites;

6of Hezron, the family of the
Hezronites; of Carmi, the family of
the Carmites.

7These are the families of the
Reubenites: those who were num-
bered of them were e forty-three
thousand seven hundred and thirty.

8And the son of Pallu was Eliab.
9The sons of Eliab were Nemuel,

Dathan, and Abiram. These are the
Dathan and Abiram, representatives
of the congregation, who contend-
ed against Moses and Aaron in the
company of Korah, when they con-
tended against the LORD;

10 fand the earth opened its
mouth and swallowed them up to-
gether with Korah when that com-
pany died, when the fire devoured
two hundred and fifty men; gand
they became a sign.

11Nevertheless the children of
hKorah did not die.

12The sons of iSimeon according
to their families were: of Nemuel,*
the family of the Nemuelites; of Ja-
min, the family of the Jaminites; of
Jachin,* the family of the Jachinites;

13of Zerah,* the family of the
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*26:12 Spelled Jemuel in Genesis 46:10 and
Exodus 6:15 * Called Jarib in 1 Chronicles 4:24
*26:13 Called Zohar in Genesis 46:10
*26:15 Called Ziphion in Genesis 46:16
*26:16 Called Ezbon in Genesis 46:16
*26:17 Spelled Arodi in Samaritan Pentateuch,
Syriac, and Genesis 46:16 *26:23 Hebrew
Puvah (compare Genesis 46:13 and 1 Chronicles
7:1); Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint, Syriac, and
Vulgate read Puah. * Samaritan Pentateuch,
Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read Puaites.



family of the Sardites; of Elon, the
family of the Elonites; of Jahleel,
the family of the Jahleelites.

27These are the families of the
Zebulunites according to those who
were numbered of them: asixty
thousand five hundred.

28The sons of bJoseph according
to their families, by Manasseh and
Ephraim, were:

29The sons of cManasseh: of
Machir, the family of the Machirites;
and Machir begot Gilead; of Gilead,
the family of the Gileadites.

30These are the sons of Gilead: of
Jeezer,* the family of the Jeezerites;
of Helek, the family of the
Helekites;

31of Asriel, the family of the As-
rielites; of Shechem, the family of
the Shechemites;

32of Shemida, the family of the
Shemidaites; of Hepher, the family
of the Hepherites.

33Now Zelophehad the son of He-
pher had no sons, but ddaughters;
and the names of the daughters of
Zelophehad were Mahlah, Noah,
Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.

34These are the families of Ma-
nasseh; and those who were num-
bered of them were efifty-two thou-
sand seven hundred.

35These are the sons of Ephraim
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according to their families: of
Shuthelah, the family of the Shuthal-
hites; of Becher,* the family of the
Bachrites; of Tahan, the family of the
Tahanites.

36And these are the sons of
Shuthelah: of Eran, the family of the
Eranites.

37These are the families of the
sons of Ephraim according to those
who were numbered of them: fthir-
ty-two thousand five hundred.
These are the sons of Joseph accord-
ing to their families.

38The sons of gBenjamin accord-
ing to their families were: of Bela,
the family of the Belaites; of Ashbel,
the family of the Ashbelites; of Ahi-
ram, the family of the Ahiramites;

39of Shupham,* the family of the
Shuphamites; of Hupham,* the fam-
ily of the Huphamites.

40And the sons of Bela were Ard*

and Naaman: of Ard, the family of
the Ardites; of Naaman, the family
of the Naamites.

41These are the sons of Benjamin
according to their families; and those
who were numbered of them were
hforty-five thousand six hundred.

42These are the sons of iDan ac-
cording to their families: of Shu-
ham,* the family of the Shuhamites.
These are the families of Dan ac-
cording to their families.

43All the families of the Shu-
hamites, according to those who
were numbered of them, were jsix-
ty-four thousand four hundred.

44The sons of kAsher according to
their families were: of Jimna, the
family of the Jimnites; of Jesui, the
family of the Jesuites; of Beriah,
the family of the Beriites.

45Of the sons of Beriah: of Heber,
the family of the Heberites; of
Malchiel, the family of the Malchi-
elites.

46And the name of the daughter
of Asher was Serah.

47These are the families of the
sons of Asher according to those
*26:30 Called Abiezer in Joshua 17:2
*26:35 Called Bered in 1 Chronicles 7:20
*26:39 Masoretic Text reads Shephupham, spelled
Shephuphan in 1 Chronicles 8:5. * Called
Huppim in Genesis 46:21 *26:40 Called Addar
in 1 Chronicles 8:3 *26:42 Called Hushim in
Genesis 46:23

26:4 THE SECOND 
NATIONAL CENSUS

After a plague killed 24,000 people, Moses counted the
Israelites again by tribe and families.

Tribe Families of: Number
Reuben Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, Carmi 43,730
Simeon Nemuel, Jamin, Jachin, Zerah, 

Shaul 22,200
Gad Zephon, Haggi, Shuni, Ozni, 

Eri, Arod, Areli 40,500
Judah Shelah, Perez, Zerah 76,500
Issachar Tola, Puah, Jashub, Shimron 64,300
Zebulun Sered, Elon, Jahleel 60,500
Manasseh Machir, Gilead 52,700
Ephraim Shuthelah, Becher, Tahan 32,500
Benjamin Bela, Ashbel, Ahiram, 

Shupham, Hupham 45,600
Dan Shuham 64,400
Asher Jimna, Jesui, Beriah 53,400
Naphtali Jahzeel, Guni, Jezer, Shillem 45,400



when they offered profane fire be-
fore the LORD.

62Now those who were num-
bered of them were ltwenty-three
thousand, every male from a month
old and above; for they were not
numbered among the other chil-
dren of Israel, because there was no
minheritance given to them among
the children of Israel.

63These are those who were
numbered by Moses and Eleazar the
priest, who numbered the children
of Israel in the plains of Moab by
the Jordan, across from Jericho.

64But among these there was not
a man of those who were numbered
by Moses and Aaron the priest
when they numbered the children
of Israel in the nWilderness of Sinai.

65For the LORD had said of them,
o“They shall surely die in the
wilderness.” So there was not left a
man of them, pexcept Caleb the son
of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of
Nun.

Law of inheritance

27THEN came the qdaughters
of Zelophehad the son of He-

pher, the son of Gilead, the son of
Machir, the son of Manasseh, from
the families of Manasseh the son of
Joseph; and these were the names
of his daughters: Mahlah, Noah,
Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.

2And they stood before Moses,
before Eleazar the priest, and before
the leaders and all the congregation,
by the doorway of the tabernacle of
meeting, saying:

3“Our father died in the wilder-
ness; but he was not in the compa-
ny of those who gathered together
against the LORD, in company with
Korah, but he died in his own rsin;
and he had no sons.

4“Why should the name of our fa-
ther be sremoved from among his
family because he had no son? tGive
us a possession among our father’s
brothers.”

5So Moses ubrought their case be-
fore the LORD.

who were numbered of them: afifty-
three thousand four hundred.

48The sons of bNaphtali according
to their families were: of Jahzeel,*
the family of the Jahzeelites; of
Guni, the family of the Gunites;

49of Jezer, the family of the
Jezerites; of Shillem, the family of
the Shillemites.

50These are the families of Naph-
tali according to their families; and
those who were numbered of them
were cforty-five thousand four hun-
dred.

51These are those who were
dnumbered of the children of eIsra-
el: six hundred and one thousand
seven hundred and thirty.

52Then the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying:

53 f“To these the land shall be gdi-
vided as an inheritance, according
to the number of names.

54“To a hlarge tribe you shall give
a larger inheritance, and to a small
tribe you shall give a smaller inheri-
tance. Each shall be given its inher-
itance according to those who were
numbered of them.

55“But the land shall be divided by
lot; they shall inherit according to the
names of the tribes of their fathers.

56“According to the lot their in-
heritance shall be divided between
the larger and the smaller.”

57And these are those who were
numbered of the iLevites according
to their families: of Gershon, the
family of the Gershonites; of Ko-
hath, the family of the Kohathites; of
Merari, the family of the Merarites.

58These are the families of the Le-
vites: the family of the Libnites, the
family of the Hebronites, the family
of the Mahlites, the family of the
Mushites, and the family of the Ko-
rathites. And Kohath begot Amram.

59The name of Amram’s wife was
jJochebed the daughter of Levi, who
was born to Levi in Egypt; and to
Amram she bore Aaron and Moses
and their sister Miriam.

60To Aaron were born kNadab
and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar.

61And Nadab and Abihu died
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*26:48 Spelled Jahziel in 1 Chronicles 7:13

26:51 six hundred and one thousand seven hundred
and thirty. Compare Num. 1:46. Of the 603,550 mentioned

there, all the adults except Caleb and Joshua perished in the
wilderness. Yet the figure here, 601,730, is only 1820 less.



6And the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying:

7“The daughters of Zelophehad
speak what is aright; you shall sure-
ly give them a possession of inheri-
tance among their father’s brothers,
and cause the inheritance of their
father to pass to them.

8“And you shall speak to the chil-
dren of Israel, saying: ‘If a man dies
and has no son, then you shall cause
his inheritance to pass to his daugh-
ter.

9‘If he has no daughter, then you
shall give his inheritance to his
brothers.

10‘If he has no brothers, then you
shall give his inheritance to his fa-
ther’s brothers.

11‘And if his father has no broth-
ers, then you shall give his inheri-
tance to the relative closest to him
in his family, and he shall possess
it.’ ” And it shall be to the children
of Israel a statute of judgment, just
as the LORD commanded Moses.

Moses to prepare for death
12Now the LORD said to Moses:

b“Go up into this Mount Abarim,
and see the land which I have given
to the children of Israel.

13“And when you have seen it,
you also cshall be gathered to your
people, as Aaron your brother was
gathered.

14“For in the Wilderness of Zin,
during the strife of the congrega-
tion, you drebelled against My com-
mand to hallow Me at the waters
before their eyes.” (These are the
waters of Meribah, at Kadesh in the
Wilderness of Zin.)

Joshua to succeed Moses
15Then Moses spoke to the LORD,

esaying:
16“Let the LORD, the fGod of the

spirits of all flesh, set a man over
the congregation,

17“who may go out before them
and go in before them, who may
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lead them out and bring them in,
that the congregation of the LORD
may not be like gsheep which have
no shepherd.”

18And the LORD said to Moses:
“Take Joshua the son of Nun with
you, a man in whom is the hSpirit,
and lay your hand on him;

19“set him before Eleazar the
priest and before all the congrega-
tion, and i inaugurate him in their
sight.

20“And you shall give some of
your authority to him, that all the
congregation of the children of Isra-
el may be jobedient.

21“He shall stand before Eleazar
the priest, who shall inquire before
the LORD for him kby the judgment of
the Urim. lAt his word they shall go
out, and at his word they shall come
in, he and all the children of Israel
with him—all the congregation.”

22So Moses did as the LORD com-
manded him. He took Joshua and
set him before Eleazar the priest
and before all the congregation.

23And he laid his hands on him
and minaugurated him, just as the
LORD commanded by the hand of
Moses.

The order of the offerings
(vv. 1,9,11,16,17,26)

28NOW the LORD spoke to Mo-
ses, saying,

2“Command the children of Isra-
el, and say to them, ‘My offering,
My food for My offerings made by
fire as a sweet aroma to Me, you
shall be careful to offer to Me at
their appointed time.’

3“And you shall say to them,
‘This is the offering made by fire
which you shall offer to the LORD:
two male lambs in their first year
without blemish, day by day, as a
nregular burnt offering.

4‘The one lamb you shall offer in
the morning, the other lamb you
shall offer in the evening,

5‘and one-tenth of an oephah of

Eleazar: whom God aids. A high priest of Israel. Son
of Aaron.

28:2 sweet aroma. Or an aroma of satisfaction. See
Lev. 1:9, note.

28:4 evening. Literally “between the two evenings,” tak-
en by the Jews to mean after noon and until nightfall, the
time during which the second of the two daily sacrifices
was offered. According to Josephus the Passover lamb was
slain between the ninth and eleventh hours, 3–5 p.m. (cp.



fered, besides the regular burnt of-
fering and its drink offering.

16 ‘On the fourteenth day of the
first month is the fPassover of the
LORD.

17‘And on the fifteenth day of this
month is the feast; gunleavened
bread shall be eaten for seven days.

18‘On the first day you shall have
a holy convocation. You shall do no
customary work.

19‘And you shall present an offer-
ing made by fire as a burnt offering to
the LORD: two young bulls, one ram,
and seven lambs in their first year. Be
sure they are without blemish.

20‘Their grain offering shall be of
fine flour mixed with oil: three-
tenths of an ephah you shall offer
for a bull, and two-tenths for a ram;

21‘you shall offer one-tenth of an
ephah for each of the seven lambs;

22‘also one goat as a sin offering,
to make atonement for you.

23‘You shall offer these besides
the burnt offering of the morning,
which is for a regular burnt offering.

24‘In this manner you shall offer
the food of the offering made by fire
daily for seven days, as a sweet aro-
ma to the LORD; it shall be offered
besides the regular burnt offering
and its drink offering.

25‘And hon the seventh day you
shall have a holy convocation. You
shall do no customary work.

26 ‘Also ion the day of the first-
fruits, when you bring a new grain
offering to the LORD at your Feast of
Weeks, you shall have a holy convo-
cation. You shall do no customary
work.

27‘You shall present a burnt offer-
ing as a sweet aroma to the LORD:
two young bulls, one ram, and sev-
en lambs in their first year,

28‘with their grain offering of fine
flour mixed with oil: three-tenths of

fine flour as a grain offering mixed
with one-fourth of a ahin of pressed
oil.

6 ‘It is a regular burnt offering
which was ordained at Mount Sinai
for a sweet aroma, an offering made
by fire to the LORD.

7‘And its drink offering shall be
one-fourth of a bhin for each lamb;
in a holy place you shall pour out
the drink to the LORD as an offering.

8‘The other lamb you shall offer
in the evening; as the morning
grain offering and its drink offering,
you shall offer it as an offering made
by fire, a sweet aroma to the LORD.

9‘And on the Sabbath day two
lambs in their first year, without
blemish, and two-tenths of an ephah
of fine flour as a grain offering, mixed
with oil, with its drink offering—

10‘this is the burnt offering for
every Sabbath, besides the regular
burnt offering with its drink offering.

11 ‘At the cbeginnings of your
months you shall present a burnt of-
fering to the LORD: two young bulls,
one ram, and seven lambs in their
first year, without blemish;

12‘three-tenths of an ephah of fine
flour as a dgrain offering, mixed
with oil, for each bull; two-tenths of
an ephah of fine flour as a grain of-
fering, mixed with oil, for the one
ram;

13‘and one-tenth of an ephah of
fine flour, mixed with oil, as a grain
offering for each lamb, as a burnt of-
fering of sweet aroma, an offering
made by fire to the LORD.

14‘Their drink offering shall be
half a ehin of wine for a bull, one-
third of a hin for a ram, and one-
fourth of a hin for a lamb; this is the
burnt offering for each month
throughout the months of the year.

15‘Also one kid of the goats as a
sin offering to the LORD shall be of-
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Ex. 12:6, “at twilight”). Thus the death of our Lord at the
ninth hour (Matt. 27:45) agrees with the time of the offering
of the Passover lamb as well as the second daily sacrifice.

28:16 first month. This is the month of Abib (or Nisan)
in the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the mod-
ern months of March–April. For more information on the
Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

28:22 atonement. Hebrew kaphar, to propitiate, to atone
for sin. According to Scripture the sacrifice of the law only

covered the offerer’s sin and secured the divine forgiveness.
The OT sacrifices never removed man’s sin; it was “not pos-
sible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins”
(Heb. 10:4). The Israelite’s offering implied confession of sin
and recognized its due penalty as death; and God passed
over his sin in anticipation of Christ’s sacrifice which did, fi-
nally, put away those “sins that were previously committed”
[in OT times] (Heb. 9:15,26; Rom. 3:25, note). See Gen. 4:4;
with marginal ref., Sacrifice, and Lev. 16:6, note.



an ephah for each bull, two-tenths
for the one ram,

29‘and one-tenth for each of the
seven lambs;

30‘also one kid of the goats, to
make aatonement for you.

31‘Be sure they are without blem-
ish. You shall present them with
their drink offerings, besides the
regular burnt offering with its grain
offering.

Order of the offerings (vv. 1,7,12)

29‘AND in the seventh month,
on the first day of the month,

you shall have a holy convocation.
You shall do no customary work.
bFor you it is a day of blowing the
trumpets.

2‘You shall offer a burnt offering
as a sweet aroma to the LORD: one
young bull, one ram, and seven
lambs in their first year, without
blemish.

3‘Their grain offering shall be fine
flour mixed with oil: three-tenths of
an ephah for the bull, two-tenths for
the ram,

4‘and one-tenth for each of the
seven lambs;

5‘also one kid of the goats as a sin
offering, to make catonement for you;

6‘besides the burnt offering with
its grain offering for the dNew
Moon, the eregular burnt offering
with its grain offering, and their
drink offerings, according to their
ordinance, as a sweet aroma, an of-
fering made by fire to the LORD.

7 ‘On the ftenth day of this sev-
enth month you shall have a holy
convocation. You shall gafflict your
souls; you shall not do any work.

8‘You shall present a burnt offer-
ing to the LORD as a sweet aroma:
one young bull, one ram, and seven
lambs in their first year. Be sure
they are without blemish.

9‘Their grain offering shall be of
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fine flour mixed with oil: three-
tenths of an ephah for the bull, two-
tenths for the one ram,

10‘and one-tenth for each of the
seven lambs;

11‘also one kid of the goats as a
hsin offering, besides the sin offer-
ing for iatonement, the regular
burnt offering with its grain offer-
ing, and their drink offerings.

12 j ‘On the fifteenth day of the
seventh month you shall have a
holy convocation. You shall do no
customary work, and you shall keep
a feast to the LORD seven days.

13k‘You shall present a burnt of-
fering, an offering made by fire as a
sweet aroma to the LORD: thirteen
young bulls, two rams, and fourteen
lambs in their first year. They shall
be without blemish.

14‘Their grain offering shall be of
fine flour mixed with oil: three-
tenths of an ephah for each of the
thirteen bulls, two-tenths for each
of the two rams,

15‘and one-tenth for each of the
fourteen lambs;

16‘also one kid of the goats as a
sin offering, besides the regular
burnt offering, its grain offering,
and its drink offering.

17 ‘On the lsecond day present
twelve young bulls, two rams, four-
teen lambs in their first year with-
out blemish,

18‘and their grain offering and
their drink offerings for the bulls,
for the rams, and for the lambs, by
their number, maccording to the or-
dinance;

19‘also one kid of the goats as a
sin offering, besides the regular
burnt offering with its grain offer-
ing, and their drink offerings.

20‘On the third day present eleven
bulls, two rams, fourteen lambs in
their first year without blemish,

21‘and their grain offering and

29:1,7,12 seventh month. This is the month of Tishri
(or Ethanim) in the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates
to the modern months of September–October. For more in-
formation on the Hebrew religious calendar, see the note
at Lev. 23:2. trumpets. The Feast of Trumpets is a
prophetic type and refers to the future regathering of long-
dispersed Israel. A great interval elapsed between Pente-
cost and the Feast of Trumpets, answering to the period

occupied in the work of the Holy Spirit in the Church Age.
Study carefully Is. 18:3; 27:13 (with contexts), and Joel
2:1—3:21 in connection with the trumpets, and it will be
seen that these trumpets, always symbols of testimony, are
connected with the regathering and repentance of Israel af-
ter the Church Age is ended. This feast, which was held on
the first day of the seventh month, Tishri, was immediately
followed by the Day of Atonement.



their drink offerings for the bull, for
the ram, and for the lambs, by their
number, according to the ordinance;

38‘also one goat as a sin offering,
besides the regular burnt offering, its
grain offering, and its drink offering.

39‘These you shall present to the
LORD at your bappointed feasts (be-
sides your cvowed offerings and
your freewill offerings) as your
burnt offerings and your grain offer-
ings, as your drink offerings and
your peace offerings.’ ”

40So Moses told the children of Is-
rael everything, just as the LORD
commanded Moses.

Law of vows

30THEN Moses spoke dto the
heads of the tribes concern-

ing the children of Israel, saying,
“This is the thing which the LORD
has commanded:

2“If a man makes a evow to the
LORD, or fswears an oath to bind
himself by some agreement, he
shall not break his word; he shall do
according to all that proceeds out of
his mouth.

3“Or if a woman makes a vow to
the LORD, and binds herself by some
agreement while in her father’s
house in her youth,

4“and her father hears her vow
and the agreement by which she
has bound herself, and her father
holds his peace, then all her vows
shall stand, and every agreement
with which she has bound herself
shall stand.

5“But if her father overrules her
on the day that he hears, then none
of her vows nor her agreements by
which she has bound herself shall
stand; and the LORD will release her,
because her father overruled her.

6“If indeed she takes a husband,
while bound by her vows or by a
rash utterance from her lips by
which she bound herself,

7“and her husband hears it, and
makes no response to her on the day
that he hears, then her vows shall
stand, and her agreements by which
she bound herself shall stand.

8“But if her husband goverrules
her on the day that he hears it, he
shall make void her vow which she

their drink offerings for the bulls,
for the rams, and for the lambs, by
their number, according to the ordi-
nance;

22‘also one goat as a sin offering,
besides the regular burnt offering, its
grain offering, and its drink offering.

23‘On the fourth day present ten
bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs
in their first year, without blemish,

24‘and their grain offering and
their drink offerings for the bulls, for
the rams, and for the lambs, by their
number, according to the ordinance;

25‘also one kid of the goats as a
sin offering, besides the regular
burnt offering, its grain offering,
and its drink offering.

26‘On the fifth day present nine
bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs
in their first year without blemish,

27‘and their grain offering and
their drink offerings for the bulls, for
the rams, and for the lambs, by their
number, according to the ordinance;

28‘also one goat as a sin offering,
besides the regular burnt offering, its
grain offering, and its drink offering.

29‘On the sixth day present eight
bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs
in their first year without blemish,

30‘and their grain offering and
their drink offerings for the bulls, for
the rams, and for the lambs, by their
number, according to the ordinance;

31‘also one goat as a sin offering,
besides the regular burnt offering, its
grain offering, and its drink offering.

32 ‘On the seventh day present
seven bulls, two rams, and fourteen
lambs in their first year without
blemish,

33‘and their grain offering and
their drink offerings for the bulls, for
the rams, and for the lambs, by their
number, according to the ordinance;

34‘also one goat as a sin offering,
besides the regular burnt offering, its
grain offering, and its drink offering.

35 ‘On the eighth day you shall
have a asacred assembly. You shall
do no customary work.

36‘You shall present a burnt offer-
ing, an offering made by fire as a
sweet aroma to the LORD: one bull,
one ram, seven lambs in their first
year without blemish,

37‘and their grain offering and
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took and what she uttered with her
lips, by which she bound herself,
and the LORD will release her.

9“Also any vow of a widow or a di-
vorced woman, by which she has
bound herself, shall stand against her.

10“If she vowed in her husband’s
house, or bound herself by an agree-
ment with an oath,

11“and her husband heard it, and
made no response to her and did not
overrule her, then all her vows shall
stand, and every agreement by
which she bound herself shall stand.

12“But if her husband truly made
them void on the day he heard
them, then whatever proceeded
from her lips concerning her vows
or concerning the agreement bind-
ing her, it shall not stand; her hus-
band has made them void, and the
LORD will release her.

13“Every vow and every binding
oath to afflict her soul, her husband
may confirm it, or her husband may
make it void.

14“Now if her husband makes no
response whatever to her from day
to day, then he confirms all her
vows or all the agreements that
bind her; he confirms them, be-
cause he made no response to her
on the day that he heard them.

15“But if he does make them void
after he has heard them, then he
shall bear her guilt.”

16These are the statutes which
the LORD commanded Moses, be-
tween a man and his wife, and be-
tween a father and his daughter in
her youth in her father’s house.

Midian judged (Num. 25:6–18)

31AND the LORD spoke to Mo-
ses, saying:

2a“Take vengeance on the Midi-
anites for the children of Israel. Af-
terward you shall bbe gathered to
your people.”

3So Moses spoke to the people,
saying, “Arm some of yourselves for
war, and let them go against the
Midianites to ctake vengeance for
the LORD on dMidian.

4“A thousand from each tribe of
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all the tribes of Israel you shall send
to the war.”

5So there were recruited from the
divisions of Israel one thousand
from each tribe, twelve thousand
armed for war.

6Then Moses sent them to the
war, one thousand from each tribe;
he sent them to the war with Phin-
ehas the son of Eleazar the priest,
with the eholy articles and fthe sig-
nal trumpets in his hand.

7And they warred against the
Midianites, just as the LORD com-
manded Moses, and they killed all
the gmales.

8They killed the kings of Midian
with the rest of those who were
killed—Evi, Rekem, hZur, Hur, and
Reba, the five kings of Midian. iBa-
laam the son of Beor they also killed
with the sword.

9And the children of Israel took
the women of Midian captive, with
their little ones, and took as spoil all
their cattle, all their flocks, and all
their goods.

10They also burned with fire all
the cities where they dwelt, and all
their forts.

11And jthey took all the spoil and
all the booty—of man and beast.

12Then they brought the captives,
the booty, and the spoil to Moses, to
Eleazar the priest, and to the con-
gregation of the children of Israel,
to the camp in the plains of Moab
by the Jordan, across from Jericho.

13And Moses, Eleazar the priest,
and all the leaders of the congrega-
tion, went to meet them koutside
the camp.

14But Moses was angry with the
officers of the army, with the cap-
tains over thousands and captains
over hundreds, who had come from
the battle.

15And Moses said to them: “Have
you lkept all the women alive?

16“Look, m these women caused
the children of Israel, through the
ncounsel of Balaam, to trespass
against the LORD in the incident of
Peor, and there was a plague among
the congregation of the LORD.

17“Now therefore, okill every

31:6 signal trumpets. That is, alarm clarions.



from all the livestock, and give them
to the Levites fwho keep charge of
the tabernacle of the LORD.”

31So Moses and Eleazar the priest
did as the LORD commanded Moses.

32The booty remaining from the
plunder, which the men of war had
taken, was six hundred and seven-
ty-five thousand sheep,

33seventy-two thousand cattle,
34sixty-one thousand donkeys,
35and thirty-two thousand per-

sons in all, of women who had not
known a man intimately.

36And the half, the portion for
those who had gone out to war, was
in number three hundred and thirty-
seven thousand five hundred sheep;

37and the LORD’S tribute of the
sheep was six hundred and seventy-
five.

38The cattle were thirty-six thou-
sand, of which the LORD’S tribute
was seventy-two.

39The donkeys were thirty thou-
sand five hundred, of which the
LORD’S tribute was sixty-one.

40The persons were sixteen thou-
sand, of which the LORD’S tribute
was thirty-two persons.

41So Moses gave the tribute
which was the LORD’S heave offer-
ing to Eleazar the priest, gas the
LORD commanded Moses.

42And from the children of Isra-
el’s half, which Moses separated
from the men who fought—

43now the half belonging to the
congregation was three hundred
and thirty-seven thousand five hun-
dred sheep,

44thirty-six thousand cattle,
45thirty thousand five hundred

donkeys,
46and sixteen thousand persons—
47and from the children hof Isra-

el’s half Moses took one of every
fifty, drawn from man and beast, and
gave them to the Levites, who kept
charge of the tabernacle of the LORD,
as the LORD commanded Moses.

48Then the officers who were
over thousands of the army, the cap-
tains of thousands and captains of
hundreds, came near to Moses;

49and they said to Moses, “Your
servants have taken a count of the
men of war who are under our com-

male among the little ones, and kill
every woman who has known a
man intimately.

18“But keep alive afor yourselves
all the young girls who have not
known a man intimately.

19“And as for you, remain bout-
side the camp seven days; whoever
has killed any person, and whoever
has touched any slain, purify your-
selves and your captives on the
third day and on the seventh day.

20“Purify every garment, every-
thing made of leather, everything
woven of goats’ hair, and everything
made of wood.”

21Then Eleazar the priest said to
the men of war who had gone to the
battle, “This is the ordinance of the
law which the LORD commanded
Moses:

22Only the gold, the silver, the
bronze, the iron, the tin, and the
lead,

23“everything that can endure
fire, you shall put through the fire,
and it shall be clean; and it shall be
purified with the water of purifica-
tion. But all that cannot endure fire
you shall put through water.

24“And you shall wash your
clothes on the seventh day and be
clean, and afterward you may come
into the camp.”

Plunder distributed
25Now the LORD spoke to Moses,

saying:
26“Count up the plunder that was

taken—of man and beast—you and
Eleazar the priest and the chief fa-
thers of the congregation;

27“and divide the plunder into
two parts, between those who took
part in the war, who went out to
battle, and all the congregation.

28“And levy a c tribute for the
LORD on the men of war who went
out to battle: one of every five hun-
dred of the persons, the cattle, the
donkeys, and the sheep;

29“take it from their half, and
dgive it to Eleazar the priest as a
heave offering to the LORD.

30“And from the children of Isra-
el’s half you shall take eone of every
fifty, drawn from the persons, the
cattle, the donkeys, and the sheep,
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mand, and not a man of us is miss-
ing.

50“Therefore we have abrought
an offering for the LORD, what every
man found of ornaments of gold:
armlets and bracelets and signet
rings and earrings and necklaces, to
make batonement for courselves be-
fore the LORD.”

51So Moses and Eleazar the priest
received the gold from them, all the
fashioned ornaments.

52And all the gold of the offering
that they offered to the LORD, from
the captains of thousands and cap-
tains of hundreds, was sixteen thou-
sand seven hundred and fifty
dshekels.

53(The emen of war had taken
spoil, every man for himself.)

54And Moses and Eleazar the
priest received the gold from the
captains of thousands and of hun-
dreds, and brought it into the taber-
nacle of meeting as a memorial ffor
the children of Israel before the
LORD.

Reuben and Gad settle in Gilead

32NOW the children of Reuben
and the children of Gad had a

very great multitude of livestock; and
when they saw the land of gJazer and
the land of hGilead, that indeed the
region was a place for livestock,

2the children of Gad and the chil-
dren of Reuben came and spoke to
Moses, to Eleazar the priest, and to
the leaders of the congregation, say-
ing,

3“Ataroth, Dibon, Jazer, Nimrah,
iHeshbon, Elealeh, Shebam, Nebo,
and Beon,

4“the country which the LORD
jdefeated before the congregation of
Israel, is a land for livestock, and
your servants have livestock.”

5Therefore they said, “If we have
found favor in your sight, let this land
be given to your servants as a posses-
sion. Do not take us over the Jordan.”

6And Moses said to the children
of Gad and to the children of Reu-
ben: “Shall your brethren go to war
while you sit here?
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7“Now why will you kdiscourage

the heart of the children of Israel
from going over into the land which
the LORD has given them?

8“Thus your fathers did lwhen I
sent them away from mKadesh Bar-
nea to see the land.

9“For nwhen they went up to the
Valley of Eshcol and saw the land,
they discouraged the heart of the
children of Israel, so that they did
not go into the land which the LORD
had given them.

10“So the LORD’S anger was
aroused on that day, and He swore
an oath, osaying,

11‘Surely pnone of the men who
came up from Egypt, from twenty
years old and above, shall see the
land of which I swore to Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, because they have
not wholly followed Me,

12‘except Caleb the son of Je-
phunneh, the Kenizzite, and Joshua
the son of Nun, q for they have
wholly followed the LORD.’

13“So the LORD’S anger was
aroused against Israel, and He made
them wander in the wilderness
forty years, until all the generation
that had done evil in the sight of the
LORD was gone.

14“And look! You have risen in
your fathers’ place, a brood of sinful
men, to increase still more the rfierce
anger of the LORD against Israel.

15“For if you sturn away from fol-
lowing Him, He will once again
leave them in the wilderness, and
you will destroy all these people.”

16Then they came near to him
and said: “We will build sheepfolds
here for our livestock, and cities for
our little ones,

17“but twe ourselves will be
armed, ready to go before the chil-
dren of Israel until we have brought
them to their place; and our little
ones will dwell in the fortified cities
because of the inhabitants of the
land.

18u“We will not return to our
homes until every one of the chil-
dren of Israel has received his in-
heritance.

32:1 Reuben. The Reubenites and the Gadites, who
chose their inheritance just outside the land, symbolize

world-borderers—carnal Christians (2 Tim. 4:10; cp. Gen.
11:31).



the children of Reuben answered,
saying: “As the LORD has said to
your servants, so we will do.

32“We will cross over armed be-
fore the LORD into the land of Ca-
naan, but the possession of our in-
heritance shall remain with us on
this side of the Jordan.”

33So Moses dgave to the children
of Gad, to the children of Reuben,
and to half the tribe of Manasseh the
son of Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon
king of the Amorites and the king-
dom of Og king of Bashan, the land
with its cities within the borders, the
cities of the surrounding country.

34And the children of Gad built
Dibon and Ataroth and Aroer,

35Atroth and Shophan and Jazer
and Jogbehah,

36Beth Nimrah and Beth Haran,
fortified cities, and folds for sheep.

37And the children of Reuben built
Heshbon and Elealeh and Kirjathaim,

38Nebo and Baal Meon (their
names being changed) and Shibmah;
and they gave other names to the
cities which they built.

39And the children of eMachir the
son of Manasseh went to Gilead and
took it, and dispossessed the Amo-
rites who were in it.

40So Moses gave Gilead to Machir
the son of Manasseh, and he dwelt
in it.

41Also Jair the son of Manasseh
went and took its small towns, and
called them Havoth Jair.

42Then Nobah went and took Ke-
nath and its villages, and he called it
Nobah, after his own name.

Summary of the journeys from
Egypt to Jordan

33THESE are the journeys of
the children of Israel, who

went out of the land of Egypt by
their armies under the fhand of Mo-
ses and Aaron.

2Now Moses wrote down the
starting points of their journeys at
the command of the LORD. And
these are their journeys according
to their starting points:

3They gdeparted from Rameses in

19“For we will not inherit with
them on the other side of the Jordan
and beyond, because our inheri-
tance has fallen to us on this eastern
side of the Jordan.”

20Then aMoses said to them: “If
you do this thing, if you arm your-
selves before the LORD for the war,

21“and all your armed men cross
over the Jordan before the LORD un-
til He has driven out His enemies
from before Him,

22“and the land is subdued before
the LORD, then afterward you may
return and be blameless before the
LORD and before Israel; and this land
shall be your possession before the
LORD.

23“But if you do not do so, then
take note, you have sinned against
the LORD; and be sure byour sin will
find you out.

24“Build cities for your little ones
and folds for your sheep, and cdo
what has proceeded out of your
mouth.”

25And the children of Gad and
the children of Reuben spoke to
Moses, saying: “Your servants will
do as my lord commands.

26“Our little ones, our wives, our
flocks, and all our livestock will be
there in the cities of Gilead;

27“but your servants will cross
over, every man armed for war, be-
fore the LORD to battle, just as my
lord says.”

28So Moses gave command con-
cerning them to Eleazar the priest,
to Joshua the son of Nun, and to the
chief fathers of the tribes of the chil-
dren of Israel.

29And Moses said to them: “If the
children of Gad and the children of
Reuben cross over the Jordan with
you, every man armed for battle be-
fore the LORD, and the land is sub-
dued before you, then you shall give
them the land of Gilead as a posses-
sion.

30“But if they do not cross over
armed with you, they shall have
possessions among you in the land
of Canaan.”

31Then the children of Gad and
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the a first month, on the fifteenth
day of the first month; on the day af-
ter the Passover the children of Isra-
el went out with boldness in the
sight of all the Egyptians.

4For the Egyptians were burying
all their firstborn, whom the LORD
had killed among them. Also bon
their gods the LORD had executed
judgments.

5cThen the children of Israel
moved from Rameses and camped at
Succoth.

6They departed from dSuccoth
and camped at Etham, which is on
the edge of the wilderness.

7They emoved from Etham and
turned back to Pi Hahiroth, which
is east of Baal Zephon; and they
camped near Migdol.

8They departed from before Hahi-

33:8

f Ex. 14:22;
15:22-23

33:11

g Ex. 16:1

33:3

a See Lev. 23:3,
note

33:4

b Ex. 12:12;
18:11; Is. 19:1

33:5

c Ex. 12:37

33:6

d Ex. 13:20

33:7

e Ex. 14:2,9
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roth* and fpassed through the midst
of the sea into the wilderness, went
three days’ journey in the Wilderness
of Etham, and camped at Marah.

9They moved from Marah and
came to Elim. At Elim were twelve
springs of water and seventy palm
trees; so they camped there.

10They moved from Elim and
camped by the Red Sea.

11They moved from the Red Sea
and camped in the gWilderness of
Sin.

12They journeyed from the Wilder-
ness of Sin and camped at Dophkah.

13They departed from Dophkah
and camped at Alush.

14They moved from Alush and
camped at Rephidim, where there
*33:8 Many Hebrew manuscripts, Samaritan
Pentateuch, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate read from
Pi Hahiroth (compare verse 7).

33:9 Marah. While the exact location of a number of
the fifty-six geographical names recorded in this chapter is
known, many are not. It should be kept in mind that many
of the places mentioned were only stations at which the
children of Israel encamped.

33:10 Red Sea. Hebrew Yam Suph. Literally Reed or
Marsh Sea.

33:12 Dophkah. Word suggests smelting operations;
perhaps Serābît-el-Khâdim.

33:14 Rephidim. Perhaps Wâdī Refâyed. Ex. 17:1; 19:2.
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37They moved from Kadesh and
camped at dMount Hor, on the
boundary of the land of Edom.

38Then Aaron the priest went up
to Mount Hor at the command of
the LORD, and died there in the for-
tieth year after the children of Israel
had come out of the land of Egypt,
on the first day of the fifth month.

39Aaron was eone hundred and
twenty-three years old when he
died on Mount Hor.

40Now the king of fArad, the
Canaanite, who dwelt in the gSouth
in the land of Canaan, heard of the
coming of the children of Israel.

41So they departed from Mount
Hor and camped at Zalmonah.

42They departed from Zalmonah
and camped at Punon.

43They departed from Punon and
camped at hOboth.

44They departed from Oboth and
camped at Ije Abarim, at the border
of Moab.

45They departed from Ijim and
camped at Dibon Gad.

46They moved from Dibon Gad
and camped at Almon Diblathaim.

47They moved from Almon Dibla-
thaim and camped in the mountains
of Abarim, before Nebo.

48They departed from the moun-
tains of Abarim and camped in the
iplains of Moab by the Jordan,
across from Jericho.

49They camped by the Jordan,
from Beth Jesimoth as far as the Abel
Acacia Grove* in the plains of Moab.

Law of the possession of the land
50Now the LORD spoke to Moses

in the plains of Moab by the Jordan,
across from Jericho, saying,

51“Speak to the children of Israel,
and say to them: j‘When you have
crossed the Jordan into the land of
Canaan,

was no water for the people to
drink.

15They departed from Rephidim
and camped in the aWilderness of
Sinai.

16They moved from the Wilder-
ness of Sinai and camped bat Kib-
roth Hattaavah.

17They departed from Kibroth
Hattaavah and camped at cHazeroth.

18They departed from Hazeroth
and camped at Rithmah.

19They departed from Rithmah
and camped at Rimmon Perez.

20They departed from Rimmon
Perez and camped at Libnah.

21They moved from Libnah and
camped at Rissah.

22They journeyed from Rissah
and camped at Kehelathah.

23They went from Kehelathah
and camped at Mount Shepher.

24They moved from Mount She-
pher and camped at Haradah.

25They moved from Haradah and
camped at Makheloth.

26They moved from Makheloth
and camped at Tahath.

27They departed from Tahath and
camped at Terah.

28They moved from Terah and
camped at Mithkah.

29They went from Mithkah and
camped at Hashmonah.

30They departed from Hashmo-
nah and camped at Moseroth.

31They departed from Moseroth
and camped at Bene Jaakan.

32They moved from Bene Jaakan
and camped at Hor Hagidgad.

33They went from Hor Hagidgad
and camped at Jotbathah.

34They moved from Jotbathah and
camped at Abronah.

35They departed from Abronah
and camped at Ezion Geber.

36They moved from Ezion Geber
and camped in the Wilderness of
Zin, which is Kadesh.

33:37

d Num. 20:22

33:39

e Cp. Ex. 7:7

33:40

f Num. 21:1

g See Gen. 12:9,
note

33:43

h Num. 21:10-11

33:48

i Num. 22:1;
31:12; 35:1

33:51

j Deut. 7:1,2; 9:1;
Josh. 3:17

33:15

a Ex. 19:1

33:16

b Num. 11:34

33:17

c Num. 11:35
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*33:49 Hebrew Abel Shittim

33:16 Kibroth Hattaavah. Meaning the graves of crav-
ing.

33:30 Moseroth. Or Moserah, Deut. 10:6.
33:32 Hor Hagidgad. Or Gudgodah, Deut. 10:7.
33:35 Ezion Geber. 1 Kin. 9:26 speaks of it as beside

Elath; at northern end of the Gulf of Akabah.
33:38 fifth month. This is the month of Ab in the He-

brew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern months

of July–August. For more information on the Hebrew reli-
gious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

33:44 Ije Abarim. That is, the ruins of Abarim. Deut.
32:49.

33:45 Ijim. Shortened form of Ije Abarim, v. 44.
33:47 mountains of Abarim. The mountains to the east

of the Jordan River and the Dead Sea.
33:49 Abel Acacia Grove. Meaning Acacia Grove Plains.



52a‘then you shall drive out all the
inhabitants of the land from before
you, destroy all their engraved
stones, destroy all their molded im-
ages, and bdemolish all their high
places;

53‘you shall dispossess the inhabi-
tants of the land and dwell in it, for I
have given you the land to cpossess.

54‘And you shall ddivide the land
by lot as an inheritance among your
families; to the larger you shall give
a larger inheritance, and to the
smaller you shall give a smaller in-
heritance; there everyone’s inheri-
tance shall be whatever falls to him
by lot. You shall inherit according to
the tribes of your fathers.

55‘But if you do not drive out the
inhabitants of the land from before
you, then it shall be that those
whom you let remain shall be eirri-
tants in your eyes and thorns in
your sides, and they shall harass you
in the land where you dwell.

56‘Moreover it shall be that I will
do to you as I thought to do to
them.’ ”

Preparations to enter the land

34THEN the LORD spoke to Mo-
ses, saying,

2“Command the children of Isra-
el, and say to them: ‘When you
come into the land of fCanaan, this
is the land that shall fall to you as an
inheritance—the land of Canaan to
its boundaries.

3‘Your southern border shall be
from the Wilderness of Zin along
the border of Edom; then gyour
southern border shall extend east-
ward to the end of hthe Salt Sea;

4‘your border shall turn from the
southern side of the Ascent of
Akrabbim, continue to Zin, and be
on the south of Kadesh Barnea; then
it shall go on to Hazar Addar, and
continue to Azmon;

5‘the border shall turn from Az-
mon ito the Brook of Egypt, and it
shall end at the Sea.

6‘As for the jwestern border, you
shall have the Great Sea for a bor-
der; this shall be your western bor-
der.

7‘And this shall be your knorthern
border: From the Great Sea you

34:8

l Josh. 13:5

m Ezek. 47:15

34:9

n Ezek. 47:17

34:10

o Josh. 15:5; cp.
Ezek. 47:18

34:11

p 2 Kin. 23:33;
Jer. 39:5,6

q Deut. 3:17;
Josh. 12:3;
13:27; Luke 5:1;
John 6:1

34:14

r Num. 32:33

33:52

a Ex. 23:24,33;
34:13; Deut.
7:2,5; 12:3;
Josh. 11:12;
Judg. 2:2

b See Judg. 3:7
and 1 Kin. 3:2,
notes

33:53

c Deut. 11:31;
Josh. 21:43

33:54

d Num. 26:53-56

33:55

e Josh. 23:13;
Judg. 2:3; Ps.
106:34-36; cp.
Ex. 23:33; Ezek.
28:24

34:2

f Gen. 17:8;
Deut. 1:7-8; Ps.
78:55; 105:11;
cp. Ezek. 47:14

34:3

g Josh. 15:1; cp.
Ezek. 47:19

h Gen. 14:3; Josh.
15:2

34:5

i Gen. 15:18;
Josh. 15:4,47;
1 Kin. 8:65; Is.
27:12

34:6

j Ex. 23:31; Josh.
15:12; cp. Ezek.
47:20

34:7

k Cp. Ezek. 47:15-
17
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shall mark out your border line to
Mount Hor;

8‘from Mount Hor you shall mark
out your border to the lentrance of
Hamath; then the direction of the
border shall be toward mZedad;

9‘the border shall proceed to Ziph-
ron, and it shall end at nHazar Enan.
This shall be your northern border.

10‘You shall mark out your oeastern
border from Hazar Enan to Shepham;

11‘the border shall go down from
Shepham to pRiblah on the east side
of Ain; the border shall go down
and reach to the eastern side of the
Sea of qChinnereth;

12‘the border shall go down along
the Jordan, and it shall end at the
Salt Sea. This shall be your land
with its surrounding boundaries.’ ”

13Then Moses commanded the
children of Israel, saying: “This is
the land which you shall inherit by
lot, which the LORD has commanded
to give to the nine tribes and to the
half-tribe.

14 r“For the tribe of the children
of Reuben according to the house of
their fathers, and the tribe of the
children of Gad according to the
house of their fathers, have re-
ceived their inheritance; and the
half-tribe of Manasseh has received
its inheritance.

15“The two tribes and the half-
tribe have received their inheri-
tance on this side of the Jordan,

34:18 DELEGATES TO ASSIGN
THE PROMISED LAND

There were only 10 delegates appointed by Moses to
divide and assign portions of land to the tribes of Israel.
The tribes of Reuben and Gad had already received
their land portions on the east side of the Jordan River.

Name from the tribe of:
Caleb Judah
Shemuel Simeon
Elidad Benjamin
Bukki Dan
Hanniel Manasseh
Kemuel Ephraim
Elizaphan Zebulun
Paltiel Issachar
Ahihud Asher
Pedahel Naphtali



the Jordan across from Jericho, say-
ing:

2b“Command the children of Isra-
el that they give the Levites cities to
dwell in from the inheritance of
their possession, and you shall also
give the Levites common-land
around the cities.

3“They shall have the cities to
dwell in; and their common-land
shall be for their cattle, for their
herds, and for all their animals.

4“The common-land of the cities
which you will give the Levites
shall extend from the wall of the
city outward a thousand ccubits all
around.

5“And you shall measure outside
the city on the east side two thou-
sand dcubits, on the south side two
thousand cubits, on the west side
two thousand cubits, and on the
north side two thousand cubits. The
city shall be in the middle. This
shall belong to them as common-
land for the cities.

The six cities of refuge
6“Now among the cities which

you will give to the Levites you shall
appoint six cities of refuge, to
which a manslayer may flee. And to
these you shall add forty-two cities.

7“So all the cities you will give to
the Levites shall be forty-eight;
these you shall give with their com-
mon-land.

8“And the cities which you will
give shall be from the possession of
the children of Israel; from the larg-
er tribe you shall give many, from
the smaller you shall give few. Each
shall give some of its cities to the
Levites, in proportion to the inheri-
tance that each receives.”

9Then the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying,

10“Speak to the children of Israel,
and say to them: ‘When you cross
the Jordan into the land of Canaan,

across from Jericho eastward, to-
ward the sunrise.”

16And the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying,

17“These are the anames of the
men who shall divide the land
among you as an inheritance: Elea-
zar the priest and Joshua the son of
Nun.

18“And you shall take one leader
of every tribe to divide the land for
the inheritance.

19“These are the names of the
men: from the tribe of Judah, Caleb
the son of Jephunneh;

20“from the tribe of the children
of Simeon, Shemuel the son of Am-
mihud;

21“from the tribe of Benjamin,
Elidad the son of Chislon;

22“a leader from the tribe of the
children of Dan, Bukki the son of
Jogli;

23“from the sons of Joseph: a
leader from the tribe of the children
of Manasseh, Hanniel the son of
Ephod,

24“and a leader from the tribe of
the children of Ephraim, Kemuel
the son of Shiphtan;

25“a leader from the tribe of the
children of Zebulun, Elizaphan the
son of Parnach;

26“a leader from the tribe of the
children of Issachar, Paltiel the son
of Azzan;

27“a leader from the tribe of the
children of Asher, Ahihud the son
of Shelomi;

28“and a leader from the tribe of
the children of Naphtali, Pedahel
the son of Ammihud.”

29These are the ones the LORD
commanded to divide the inheri-
tance among the children of Israel
in the land of Canaan.

The Levites’ forty-eight cities

35AND the LORD spoke to Mo-
ses in the plains of Moab by

35:2

b Josh. 21:2-3; cp.
Lev. 25:32-34;
Josh. 14:3-4;
Ezek. 48:10-20

35:4

c See Weights and
Measures (OT),
2 Chr. 2:10,
note

35:5

d See Weights and
Measures (OT),
2 Chr. 2:10,
note

34:17

a Josh. 14:1-2
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35:6 cities of refuge. Here in vv. 6,9–28 the general
command is given to set aside six cities of refuge, three on
each side of the Jordan River (v. 14). In Deut. 4:41–43, Mo-
ses sets aside three cities east of the Jordan (Bezer, Ramoth,
and Golan, v. 43) prior to the conquest of Canaan. Joshua
20 records the law of the cities of refuge and tells of the as-
signment by Joshua of three cities west of the river (Kedesh,

Shechem, and Kirjath Arba, v. 7). Here, too, reassignment
of the three cities on the other side of the Jordan is record-
ed (v. 8). The law of the cities of refuge is recounted in de-
tail in Deut. 19:1–13, and they are alluded to in Ex. 21:13.

The cities of refuge are illustrative of Christ sheltering
the sinner from judgment (Rom. 8:1,33–34; Heb. 6:17–20;
cp. Ps. 46:1; 142:5).



11‘then you shall appoint cities to
be acities of refuge for you, that the
manslayer who kills any person ac-
cidentally may flee there.

12‘They shall be cities of refuge
for you from the bavenger, cthat the
manslayer may not die until he
stands before the congregation in
judgment.

13‘And of the cities which you
give, you shall have six cities of
refuge.

14d‘You shall appoint three cities
on this side of the Jordan, and three
cities you shall appoint in the land
of Canaan, which will be cities of
refuge.

15‘These six cities shall be for
refuge for the children of Israel, for
the stranger, and for the sojourner
among them, that anyone who kills
a person accidentally may flee there.

16‘But if he estrikes him with an
iron implement, so that he dies, he
is a murderer; the murderer shall
surely be put to death.

17‘And if he strikes him with a
stone in the hand, by which one
could die, and he does die, he is a
murderer; the murderer shall surely
be put to death.

18‘Or if he strikes him with a
wooden hand weapon, by which
one could die, and he does die, he
is a murderer; the murderer shall
surely be put to death.

19‘The avenger of blood himself
shall put the murderer to death;
when he meets him, he shall put
him to death.

20‘If he pushes him out of hatred
or, fwhile lying in wait, hurls some-
thing at him so that he dies,

21‘or in enmity he strikes him
with his hand so that he dies, the
one who struck him shall surely be
put to death. He is a murderer. The
avenger of blood shall put the mur-
derer to death when he meets him.

22‘However, if he pushes him sud-
denly without enmity, or throws
anything at him without lying in
wait,

23‘or uses a stone, by which a
man could die, throwing it at him
without seeing him, so that he dies,
while he was not his enemy or
seeking his harm,

35:11

a Deut. 19:1-13

35:12

b Redemption (re-
deeming relative
type): vv.
12,19,21,24,25,
27; Deut. 19:6.
(Gen. 48:16; Is.
59:20, note)

c Deut. 19:6;
Josh. 20:3,5,6
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d Deut. 4:41;
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f Ex. 21:14; Deut.
19:11-12

NUMBERS 35:11–29 251
24‘then the congregation shall

judge between the manslayer and
the avenger of blood according to
these judgments.

25‘So the congregation shall deliv-
er the manslayer from the hand of
the avenger of blood, and the con-
gregation shall return him to the
city of refuge where he had fled,
and he shall remain there until the
death of the high priest who was
anointed with the holy oil.

26‘But if the manslayer at any
time goes outside the limits of the
city of refuge where he fled,

27‘and the avenger of blood finds
him outside the limits of his city of
refuge, and the avenger of blood
kills the manslayer, he shall not be
guilty of blood,

28‘because he should have re-
mained in his city of refuge until
the death of the high priest. But af-
ter the death of the high priest the
manslayer may return to the land of
his possession.

29 ‘And these things shall be a
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4“And when the hJubilee of the
children of Israel comes, then their
inheritance will be added to the in-
heritance of the tribe into which
they marry; so their inheritance will
be taken away from the inheritance
of the tribe of our fathers.”

5Then Moses commanded the
children of Israel according to the
word of the LORD, saying: “What the
tribe of the sons of Joseph ispeaks is
right.

6“This is what the LORD com-
mands concerning the daughters of
Zelophehad, saying, ‘Let them mar-
ry whom they think best, but they
may marry only within the family of
their father’s tribe.’

7“So the inheritance of the chil-
dren of Israel shall not change
hands from tribe to tribe, for every
one of the children of Israel shall
keep the inheritance of the tribe of
his fathers.

8“And jevery daughter who pos-
sesses an inheritance in any tribe of
the children of Israel shall be the
wife of one of the family of her fa-
ther’s tribe, so that the children of
Israel each may possess the inheri-
tance of his fathers.

9“Thus no inheritance shall
change hands from one tribe to an-
other, but every tribe of the chil-
dren of Israel shall keep its own in-
heritance.”

10 Just as the LORD commanded
Moses, so did the daughters of
Zelophehad;

11for kMahlah, Tirzah, Hoglah,
Milcah, and Noah, the daughters of
Zelophehad, were married to the
sons of their father’s brothers.

12They were married into the
families of the children of Manasseh
the son of Joseph, and their inheri-
tance remained in the tribe of their
father’s family.

13 lThese are the commandments
and the judgments which the LORD
commanded the children of Israel
by the hand of Moses min the plains
of Moab by the Jordan, across from
Jericho.

statute of judgment to you through-
out your generations in all your
dwellings.

30‘Whoever kills a person, the
murderer shall be put to death on
the a testimony of witnesses; but
one witness is not sufficient testi-
mony against a person for the death
penalty.

31‘Moreover you shall take no
ransom for the life of a murderer
who is guilty of death, but he shall
surely be put to death.

32‘And you shall take no ransom
for him who has fled to his city of
refuge, that he may return to dwell
in the land before the death of the
priest.

33‘So you shall not pollute the
land where you are; for blood bde-
files the land, and no atonement
can be made for the land, for the
blood that is shed on it, except by
the cblood of him who shed it.

34‘Therefore do not ddefile the
land which you inhabit, in the
midst of which I dwell; for eI the
LORD dwell among the children of
Israel.’ ”

As to inheritance

36NOW the chief fathers of the
families of the children of

Gilead the son of Machir, the son of
Manasseh, of the families of the
sons of Joseph, came near and
fspoke before Moses and before the
leaders, the chief fathers of the chil-
dren of Israel.

2And they said: “The LORD com-
manded my lord Moses to give the
land as an inheritance by lot to the
children of Israel, and my lord was
commanded by the LORD to give the
ginheritance of our brother Zelophe-
had to his daughters.

3“Now if they are married to any
of the sons of the other tribes of the
children of Israel, then their inheri-
tance will be taken from the inheri-
tance of our fathers, and it will be
added to the inheritance of the tribe
into which they marry; so it will be
taken from the lot of our inheri-
tance.
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Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Moses Law Restated c. 1450–1410 B.C.

Background
Deuteronomy begins with a survey of the history of Israel, then enlarges upon some of the basic laws of the preceding
books, and concludes with a series of prophecies carrying the history of Israel down to their final return to Palestine.

The title of the book is from the Septuagint and the Vulgate, and means The Second Law. The Hebrew title is Debarim,
literally, Words.

The book chiefly consists of the final discourses of Moses given on the plains of Moab, opposite Palestine, shortly be-
fore his death.

The Old Testament in the New
Deuteronomy is referred to over eighty times in the New Testament and was quoted by Christ more than any other Old
Testament book. Prominent in the book are the concepts of God’s love and man’s obedience.

The declaration in Deuteronomy 6:4–5 is quoted by our Lord as the chief of all the commandments (Matthew
22:37–38). It is with three sentences (6:13,16; 8:3) from this book that Christ defeats the three temptations of the Evil One
(Matthew 4:1–10). The Law of Divorce (24:1) is referred to in Matthew 5:31 and 19:7. Other noticeable references are
that in Romans 10:6–8 to Deuteronomy 30:12–14, the double reference (1 Corinthians 9:9; 1 Timothy 5:18) to the law
against muzzling the ox, and the references to the Song of Moses (32:21,35–36,43) in Romans 10:19; 12:19; and He-
brews 10:30.

Outline
Deuteronomy may be divided as follows:

I. First Discourse: Review of Israel’s History after the Exodus, and Its Lessons 1:1—4:49
A. Failure of Israel at Kadesh Barnea 1:1–46
B. Wanderings in the Wilderness 2:1–37
C. Experience with Og 3:1–29
D. Greatness of the Law 4:1–49

II. Second Discourse: Rehearsal of the Sinaitic Laws, with Warnings and Exhortations 5:1—26:19
A. Teaching of Fundamentals of the Law to a New Generation 5:1—6:25
B. Results of Obedience and Disobedience 7:1–26
C. Moses’ Look Backward and Forward 8:1—10:22
D. Importance of Heeding God’s Word 11:1–32
E. Law of the Central Sanctuary 12:1–32
F. Forbidden Practices 13:1—14:2
G. Dietary Laws 14:3–29
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time, saying: ‘I alone am not able to
bear you.

10‘The LORD your God has multi-
plied you, and here you are today, as
the stars of heaven in multitude.

11‘May the LORD God of your fa-
thers make you a thousand times
more numerous than you are, and
bless you as He has promised you!

12‘How can I alone bear your
problems and your burdens and
your complaints?

13‘Choose wise, understanding,
and knowledgeable men from
among your tribes, and I will make
them heads over you.’

14“And you answered me and
said, ‘The thing which you have
told us to do is good.’

15“So I took the heads of your
tribes, wise and knowledgeable
men, and made them heads over
you, leaders of thousands, leaders of
hundreds, leaders of fifties, leaders
of tens, and officers for your tribes.

16“Then I commanded your
judges at that time, saying, ‘Hear
the cases between your brethren,
and judge righteously between a
man and his brother or the stranger
who is with him.

17‘You shall not ishow partiality in
judgment; you shall hear the small
as well as the great; you shall not be
afraid in any man’s presence, for the
judgment is God’s. The case that is
too hard for you, bring to me, and I
will hear it.’

18“And I commanded you at that
time all the things which you should
do.

19“So we departed from Horeb,
and went through all that great and

I. First Discourse: Review of Israel’s
History after the Exodus, and Its

Lessons, 1—4

Moses recounts Israel’s failure at
Kadesh Barnea (Num. 14)

1THESE are the words which
Moses spoke to all aIsrael on

this bside of the Jordan in the
wilderness, in the plain opposite
Suph,* between Paran, Tophel, La-
ban, Hazeroth, and Dizahab.

2It is eleven days’ journey from
Horeb by way of Mount Seir to Ka-
desh Barnea.

3Now it came to pass in the forti-
eth year, in the eleventh month, on
the first day of the month, that Mo-
ses spoke to the children of Israel ac-
cording to all that the LORD had giv-
en him as commandments to them,

4after he had killed cSihon king of
the Amorites, who dwelt in Hesh-
bon, and Og king of Bashan, who
dwelt at Ashtaroth in* Edrei.

5On this side of the Jordan in the
land of Moab, Moses began to ex-
plain this law, saying,

6“The LORD our God spoke to us
in dHoreb, saying: ‘You have edwelt
long enough at this mountain.

7‘Turn and take your journey, and
go to the mountains of the Amo-
rites, to all the neighboring places
in the fplain, in the mountains and
in the lowland, in the gSouth and
on the seacoast, to the land of the
Canaanites and to Lebanon, as far as
the great river, the River Euphrates.

8‘See, I have set the land before
you; go in and possess the land
which the LORD swore to your fa-
thers—to Abraham, Isaac, and Ja-
cob—to give to them and their de-
scendants after them.’

9“And I hspoke to you at that
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i Deut. 16:19;
Lev. 19:15;
Prov. 24:23;
James 2:1; cp.
1 Sam. 16:7
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a Israel (history):
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Deut. 7:6. (Gen.
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b Deut. 4:44-46

1:4

c Num. 21:23-
24,33-35

1:6

d Ex. 3:1,12; 19:2

e Cp. Gen. 31:3;
Num. 10:11-13
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note
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note
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*1:1 One manuscript of the Septuagint, also
Targum and Vulgate, read Red Sea.
*1:4 Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read and
(compare Joshua 12:4).

1:1 plain. Arabah in Hebrew. When used with the def-
inite article only, it refers to the valley which runs from the
Sea of Galilee to the Gulf of Aqabah. South of the Dead
Sea the name is still retained (Wady el-Arabah).

1:2 eleven days’ journey. Because of Israel’s unbelief,
when they would not enter Canaan after hearing the report
of the spies that Moses sent from the wilderness of Paran
into the land of promise (Num. 13:1—14:39), a journey
which should have required eleven days was prolonged to
forty years. See Num. 14:23, note.

1:3 eleventh month. This is the month of Shebet in the

Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of January–February. For more information on the
Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.
spoke. Approximately 1407 B.C. See Ex. 1:8, note.

1:7 lowland. The “lowland” or Shephelah is a section
of the Holy Land bounded on the north by the Valley of Ai-
jalon, on the west by the Maritime Plain, on the east by the
Central Plateau, and reaching to Beersheba in the south. It
is characterized by low, rounded chalk hills divided by
several broad valleys.



terrible wilderness which you saw
on the way to the mountains of the
Amorites, as the LORD our God had
commanded us. Then we acame to
Kadesh Barnea.

20“And I said to you, ‘You have
come to the mountains of the Amo-
rites, which the LORD our God is
giving us.

21‘Look, the LORD your God has
set the land before you; go up and
possess it, as the LORD God of your
fathers has spoken to you; do not
fear or be discouraged.’

22“And bevery one of you came
near to me and said, ‘Let us send
men before us, and let them search
out the land for us, and bring back
word to us of the way by which we
should go up, and of the cities into
which we shall come.’

23“The plan pleased me well; so I
ctook twelve of your men, one man
from each tribe.

24d“And they departed and went
up into the mountains, and came to
the Valley of Eshcol, and spied it out.

25“They also took some of the
fruit of the land in their hands and
brought it down to us; and they
brought back word to us, saying, ‘It
is a egood land which the LORD our
God is giving us.’

26 f“Nevertheless you would not
go up, but rebelled against the com-
mand of the LORD your God;

27“and you gcomplained in your
tents, and said, ‘Because the LORD
hates us, He has brought us out of
the land of Egypt to deliver us into
the hand of the Amorites, to destroy
us.

28‘Where can we go up? Our
brethren have discouraged our
hearts, saying, h“The people are
greater and taller than we; the cities
are great and fortified up to heaven;
moreover we have seen the sons of
the Anakim there.” ’

29“Then I said to you, ‘Do not be
terrified, ior afraid of them.

30‘The LORD your God, who goes
before you, jHe will fight for you,
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a Num. 13:26

1:22
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f Num. 14:1-4;
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g Ps. 106:25
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according to all He did for you in
Egypt before your eyes,

31‘and in the wilderness where
you saw how the LORD your God
carried you, as a kman carries his
son, in all the way that you went
until you came to this place.’

32“Yet, for all that, lyou did not
believe the LORD your God,

33“who went in the way mbefore
you to search out a place for you to
pitch your tents, to show you the
way you should go, in the fire by
night and in the cloud by day.

34“And the LORD heard the sound
of your words, and was angry, and
took an oath, saying,

35n‘Surely not one of these men
of this evil generation shall see that
good land of which I swore to give
to your fathers,

36o ‘except Caleb the son of Je-
phunneh; he shall see it, and to him
and his children I am giving the
land on which he walked, because
he pwholly followed the LORD.’

37q“The LORD was also angry with
me for your sakes, saying, ‘Even you
shall not go in there.

38 r ‘Joshua the son of Nun, who
stands before you, he shall go in
there. sEncourage him, for he shall
cause Israel to inherit it.

39‘Moreover tyour little ones and
your children, who you say will be
victims, who today have no knowl-
edge of good and evil, they shall go
in there; to them I will give it, and
they shall possess it.

40‘But as for you, turn and take
your journey into the wilderness by
the Way of the Red Sea.’

41“Then you answered and said to
me, ‘We have usinned against the
LORD; we will go up and fight, just as
the LORD our God commanded us.’
And when everyone of you had gird-
ed on his weapons of war, you were
ready to go up into the mountain.

42“And the LORD said to me, ‘Tell
them, v“Do not go up nor fight, for I
am not among you; lest you be de-
feated before your enemies.” ’

Horeb: desert. The mountain on which Moses talked
to God through the burning bush and received the
Law. God appeared to the prophet Elijah here also.
Perhaps the same as Mount Sinai.

Caleb: a dog. The spy of Israel from the tribe of Judah
who was convinced the Israelites could conquer the
Promised Land with God’s help. Because of this con-
fidence he was allowed to enter the Promised Land.



8“And when we passed beyond
our brethren, the descendants of
Esau who dwell in Seir, away from
the road of the kplain, away from
lElath and Ezion Geber, we mturned
and passed by way of the Wilder-
ness of Moab.

9“Then the LORD said to me, ‘Do
not harass Moab, nor contend with
them in battle, for I will not give you
any of their land as a possession, be-
cause I have ngiven Ar to the de-
scendants of Lot as a possession.’ ”

10(The oEmim had dwelt there in
times past, a people as great and nu-
merous and tall as the pAnakim.

11They were also regarded as gi-
ants,* like the Anakim, but the Mo-
abites call them Emim.

12The qHorites formerly dwelt in
Seir, but the descendants of Esau
dispossessed them and destroyed
them from before them, and dwelt
in their place, just as Israel did to
the land of their possession which
the LORD gave them.)

13“ ‘Now rise and cross over the
Valley of the rZered.’ So we crossed
over the Valley of the Zered.

14“And the time we took to come
from sKadesh Barnea until we
crossed over the Valley of the Zered
was thirty-eight years, tuntil all the
generation of the men of war was
consumed from the midst of the
camp, u just as the LORD had sworn
to them.

15“For indeed the hand of the
LORD was against them, to destroy
them from the midst of the camp
until they were consumed.

16“So it was, when all the men of
war had finally perished from
among the people,

17“that the LORD spoke to me,
saying:

18‘This day you are to cross over
at Ar, the boundary of Moab.

19‘And when you come near the

43“So I spoke to you; yet you
would not listen, but arebelled
against the command of the LORD,
and bpresumptuously went up into
the mountain.

44“And the Amorites who dwelt in
that mountain came out against you
and chased you as bees do, and
cdrove you back from Seir to Hor-
mah.

45“Then you returned and wept
before the LORD, dbut the LORD
would not listen to your voice nor
give ear to you.

46“So you remained in Kadesh
many days, according to the days
that you spent there.

Wanderings and further conflicts
of the wilderness

2“THEN we turned and e jour-
neyed into the wilderness of the

Way of the Red Sea, as the LORD
spoke to me, and we skirted Mount
Seir for many days.

2“And the LORD spoke to me, say-
ing:

3‘You have skirted this mountain
flong enough; turn northward.

4‘And command the people, say-
ing, “You are about to gpass through
the territory of hyour brethren, the
descendants of Esau, who live in
Seir; and they will be afraid of you.
Therefore watch yourselves carefully.

5“Do not meddle with them, for I
will not give you any of their land,
no, not so much as one footstep, be-
cause I have igiven Mount Seir to
Esau as a possession.

6“You shall buy food from them
with money, that you may eat; and
you shall also buy water from them
with money, that you may drink.

7“For the LORD your God has
blessed you in all the work of your
hand. He jknows your trudging
through this great wilderness.
These forty years the LORD your God
has been with you; you have lacked
nothing.” ’
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*2:11 Hebrew rephaim

1:46; 2:1 many days. That is, the 38 years of waiting
and wandering. Deut. 2:14.

Esau: hairy. The oldest son of Isaac and Rebekah who
was tricked by his brother into selling him the
birthright. He was later also deprived of the family
blessing.

2:8 Wilderness of Moab. A region east of the Dead Sea.

Lot: veil. The nephew of Abraham who lived near the
city of Sodom that was destroyed. He and his daugh-
ters were saved, but his wife, in looking back at the
burning city, was turned into a pillar of salt. Father of
the Moabites and Ammonites.



people of aAmmon, do not harass
them or meddle with them, for I will
not give you any of the land of the
people of Ammon as a possession,
because I have given it to the de-
scendants of Lot as a possession.’ ”

20(That was also regarded as a
land of giants;* giants formerly
dwelt there. But the Ammonites call
them Zamzummim,

21a people as great and numerous
and tall as the Anakim. But the LORD
destroyed them before them, and
they dispossessed them and dwelt
in their place,

22just as He had done for the de-
scendants of Esau, who dwelt in
Seir, when He destroyed the Horites
from before them. They dispos-
sessed them and dwelt in their
place, even to this day.

23And the bAvim, who dwelt in vil-
lages as far as Gaza—the Caphtorim,
who came from cCaphtor, destroyed
them and dwelt in their place.)

24“ ‘Rise, take your journey, and
cross over the River Arnon. Look, I
have given into your hand dSihon
the Amorite, king of Heshbon, and
his land. Begin to possess it, and en-
gage him in battle.

25‘This day I will begin to put the
edread and fear of you upon the na-
tions under the whole heaven, who
shall hear the report of you, and
shall ftremble and be in anguish be-
cause of you.’

26“And I gsent messengers from
the Wilderness of Kedemoth to Si-
hon king of Heshbon, with hwords
of peace, saying,

27‘Let me pass through your land;
I will keep strictly to the road, and I
will turn neither to the right nor to
the left.

28‘You shall sell me food for mon-
ey, that I may eat, and give me wa-
ter for money, that I may drink; only
let me pass through on foot,

29‘just as the descendants of Esau
who dwell in Seir and the Moabites
who dwell in Ar did for me, until I
cross the Jordan to the land which
the LORD our God is giving us.’

30“But Sihon king of Heshbon
would not let us pass through, for
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the LORD your God ihardened his
spirit and made his heart obstinate,
that He might deliver him into your
hand, as it is this day.

31“And the LORD said to me, ‘See,
I have begun to give Sihon and his
land over to you. Begin to jpossess
it, that you may inherit his land.’

32“Then Sihon and all his people
came out against us to fight at Jahaz.

33“And the LORD our God deliv-
ered him over to us; so we defeated
him, his sons, and all his people.

34“We took all his cities at that
time, and we utterly destroyed the
men, women, and little ones of
every city; we left none remaining.

35“We took only the livestock as
plunder for ourselves, with the spoil
of the cities which we took.

36“From kAroer, which is on the
bank of the River Arnon, and from
the lcity that is in the ravine, as far
as Gilead, there was not one city too
strong for us; the LORD our God de-
livered all to us.

37“Only you did not go near the
land of the people of Ammon—any-
where along the River Jabbok, or to
the cities of the mountains, or
wherever the LORD our God had for-
bidden us.

Defeat of Og king of Bashan

3“THEN we turned and went up
the road to Bashan; and mOg king

of Bashan came out against us, he
and all his people, to battle at nEdrei.

2“And the LORD said to me, ‘Do
not fear him, for I have delivered
him and all his people and his land
into your hand; you shall do to him
as you did to oSihon king of the Am-
orites, who dwelt at Heshbon.’

3“So the LORD our God also deliv-
ered into our hands Og king of Ba-
shan, with all his people, and we at-
tacked him until he had no
survivors remaining.

4“And we took all his cities at
that time; there was not a city
which we did not take from them:
*2:20 Hebrew rephaim

2:20 Zamzummim. Or Zuzim, Gen. 14:5.

Og: circle. An Amorite. King of Bashan who was
defeated by Moses. He was the last of the giants of
Rephaim. This victory was recalled and celebrated
throughout the history of Israel.



far as the east side of the Sea of the
Arabah (the Salt Sea), below the
slopes of Pisgah.

18“Then I commanded you at that
time, saying: ‘The LORD your God
has given you this land to possess.
All you men of valor mshall cross
over armed before your brethren,
the children of Israel.

19‘But your wives, your little ones,
and your livestock (I know that you
have much livestock) shall stay in
your cities which I have given you,

20‘until the LORD has given nrest
to your brethren as to you, and they
also possess the land which the
LORD your God is giving them be-
yond the Jordan. Then each of you
may oreturn to his possession which
I have given you.’

21“And pI commanded Joshua at
that time, saying, ‘Your eyes have
seen all that the LORD your God has
done to these two kings; so will the
LORD do to all the kingdoms through
which you pass.

22‘You must not fear them, for
qthe LORD your God Himself fights
for you.’

Moses may see but not enter land
23“Then I rpleaded with the LORD

at that time, saying:
24‘O Lord GOD, You have begun

to show Your servant Your greatness
and sYour mighty hand, for what
god is there in heaven or on earth
who can do anything like Your
works and Your mighty deeds?

25‘I pray, let me cross over and
see the good land beyond the Jor-
dan, those pleasant mountains, and
Lebanon.’

26“But the LORD twas angry with
me on your account, and would not
listen to me. So the LORD said to me:
‘Enough of that! Speak no more to
Me of this matter.

27‘Go up to the top of Pisgah, and
lift your eyes toward the west, the
north, the south, and the east; be-
hold it with your eyes, for you shall
not cross over this Jordan.

28‘But command Joshua, and en-
courage him and strengthen him;
for he shall go over before this peo-

sixty cities, all the region of Argob,
the kingdom of Og in Bashan.

5“All these cities were fortified
with high walls, gates, and bars, be-
sides a great many rural towns.

6“And we utterly destroyed them,
as we did to Sihon king of Heshbon,
autterly destroying the men, women,
and children of every city.

7“But all the livestock and the
spoil of the cities we took as booty
for ourselves.

8“And at that time we took the
b land from the hand of the two
kings of the Amorites who were on
this side of the Jordan, from the Riv-
er Arnon to Mount cHermon

9“(the Sidonians call Hermon Sir-
ion, and the Amorites call it Senir),

10“all the cities of the plain, all
Gilead, and all Bashan, as far as
Salcah and Edrei, cities of the king-
dom of Og in Bashan.

11“For only Og king of Bashan re-
mained of the remnant of the dgi-
ants.* Indeed his bedstead was an
iron bedstead. (Is it not in Rabbah of
the people of Ammon?) Nine ecubits
is its length and four cubits its width,
according to the standard cubit.

Og’s land given to the 2½ tribes
12“And this fland, which we pos-

sessed at that time, from gAroer,
which is by the River Arnon, and
half the mountains of Gilead and its
cities, I hgave to the Reubenites and
the Gadites.

13 i“The rest of Gilead, and all Ba-
shan, the kingdom of Og, I gave to
half the tribe of Manasseh. (All the
region of Argob, with all Bashan,
was called the land of the giants.*

14 j“Jair the son of Manasseh took
all the region of Argob, as far as the
border of the Geshurites and the
Maachathites, and called Bashan af-
ter his own name, Havoth Jair,* to
this day.)

15“Also I gave kGilead to Machir.
16“And to the Reubenites and the

Gadites I gave from Gilead as far as
the River Arnon, the middle of the
river as the border, as far as the Riv-
er Jabbok, the border of the people
of Ammon;

17“the lplain also, with the Jordan
as the border, from Chinnereth as
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ple, and he shall cause them to in-
herit the land which you will see.’

29“So we stayed in the valley op-
posite aBeth Peor.

New generation taught greatness
of the law

4“NOW, O Israel, listen to the
bstatutes and the judgments

which I teach you to observe, that
you may live, and go in and possess
the land which the LORD God of
your fathers is giving you.

2c“You shall not add to the dword
which I command you, nor take
from it, that you may keep the com-
mandments of the LORD your God
which I command you.

3“Your eyes have seen what the
LORD did at eBaal Peor; for the LORD
your God has destroyed from among
you all the men who followed Baal
of Peor.

4“But you who held fast to the
LORD your God are alive today,
every one of you.

5“Surely I have taught you stat-
utes and judgments, just as the LORD
my God commanded me, that you
should act according to them in the
land which you go to possess.

6“Therefore be careful to observe
them; for this is your wisdom and
your understanding in the sight of
the peoples who will hear all these
statutes, and say, ‘Surely this great
nation is a wise and understanding
people.’

7“For what great nation is there
that has God so fnear to it, as the
LORD our God is to us, for whatever
reason we may call upon Him?

8“And what great nation is there
that has such statutes and righteous
judgments as are in all this law
which I set before you this day?

9“Only take heed to yourself, and
diligently gkeep yourself, lest you
h forget the things your eyes have
seen, and lest they depart from your
heart all the days of your life. And

4:9

i Deut. 6:7,20-25

4:10

j Ex. 19:17

k Deut. 14:23;
17:19; 31:12,13

4:12

l Ex. 19:17-19;
20:22; 1 Kin.
19:11-18

4:13

m Ex. 34:28

4:15

n See John 1:18,
note

4:16

o Deut. 9:12;
31:29

p Rom. 1:23

3:29

a Deut. 34:6

4:1

b Lev. 19:37;
20:8; 22:31;
Deut. 5:1; 8:1;
Ezek. 20:11;
Rom. 10:5

4:2

c Deut. 12:32;
Prov. 30:6; Rev.
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5:22. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)
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i teach them to your children and
your grandchildren,

10“especially concerning the day
you stood before the LORD your God
in jHoreb, when the LORD said to
me, ‘Gather the people to Me, and I
will let them hear My words, that
they may learn to kfear Me all the
days they live on the earth, and that
they may teach their children.’

11“Then you came near and stood
at the foot of the mountain, and the
mountain burned with fire to the
midst of heaven, with darkness,
cloud, and thick darkness.

12“And the LORD spoke to you out
of the midst of the fire. You heard
the sound of the words, but saw no
form; you lonly heard a voice.

13“So He declared to you His cov-
enant which He commanded you to
perform, the mTen Commandments;
and He wrote them on two tablets
of stone.

14“And the LORD commanded me
at that time to teach you statutes
and judgments, that you might ob-
serve them in the land which you
cross over to possess.

15“Take careful heed to your-
selves, for you nsaw no form when
the LORD spoke to you at Horeb out
of the midst of the fire,

16“lest you act ocorruptly and
make for yourselves a carved image
in the form of any figure: the plike-
ness of male or female,

17“the likeness of any animal that
is on the earth or the likeness of any
winged bird that flies in the air,

18“the likeness of anything that
creeps on the ground or the like-
ness of any fish that is in the water
beneath the earth.

19“And take heed, lest you lift
your eyes to heaven, and when you
see the sun, the moon, and the
stars, all the host of heaven, you feel
driven to worship them and serve
them, which the LORD your God has

3:29 valley. Or ravine.

Baal Peor: lord of the opening. A town in Moab that
was the center for Baal worship.

4:10 fear Me. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expres-
sion meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.

4:19 driven to worship. Or drawn away. Deut. 13:5, 10.
which the LORD your God has given . . . as a heritage. This
clause does not mean that the worship of the heavenly bod-
ies was assigned by God to “all the peoples,” but that the
purpose of these bodies is the same for all peoples, for the
regulation of seasons, signs, etc., as in Gen. 1:14–19.



you nor ldestroy you, nor forget the
covenant of your fathers which He
swore to them.

32“For ask now concerning the
days that are past, which were be-
fore you, since the day that God cre-
ated man on the earth, and ask from
one end of heaven to the other,
whether any great thing like this
has happened, or anything like it
has been heard.

33“Did any people ever mhear the
voice of God speaking out of the
midst of the fire, as you have heard,
and live?

34“Or did God ever try to go and
take for Himself a nation from the
midst of another nnation, by trials,
by signs, by wonders, by war, by a
mighty hand and oan outstretched
arm, and by pgreat terrors, accord-
ing to all that the LORD your God did
for you in Egypt before your eyes?

35“To you it was shown, that you
might qknow that the LORD Himself
is God; there is none other besides
Him.

36r“Out of heaven He let you hear
His voice, that He might instruct
you; on earth He showed you His
great fire, and you heard His words
out of the midst of the fire.

37“And because He s loved your
fathers, therefore He chose their de-
scendants after them; and He
brought you out of Egypt with His
Presence, with His mighty power,

38“driving out from before you
nations tgreater and mightier than
you, to bring you in, to give you
their land as an inheritance, as it is
this day.

39“Therefore know this day, and
consider it in your heart, that the
LORD Himself is God in heaven
above and on the earth beneath;
there is no other.

40“You shall therefore keep His
ustatutes and His commandments
which I command you today, that it
may go well with vyou and with
your children after you, and that
you may prolong your days in the
land which the LORD your God is
giving you for all time.”

Three cities of refuge east of the Jordan
41Then Moses set apart three cit-

given to all the peoples under the
whole heaven as a heritage.

20“But the LORD has taken you and
abrought you out of the iron furnace,
out of Egypt, to be His bpeople, an
inheritance, as you are this day.

21“Furthermore the cLORD was
angry with me for your sakes, and
swore that dI would not cross over
the Jordan, and that I would not en-
ter the good land which the LORD
your God is giving you as an inheri-
tance.

22“But I must die in this land, I
must not cross over the Jordan; but
you shall cross over and possess that
good land.

23“Take heed to yourselves, lest
you forget the covenant of the LORD
your God which He made with you,
and make for yourselves a carved
image in the form of anything
which the LORD your God has for-
bidden you.

24“For the LORD your God is a
econsuming fire, a f jealous God.

25“When you beget children and
grandchildren and have grown old
in the land, and act corruptly and
make a carved image in the form of
anything, and do evil in the sight of
the LORD your God to provoke Him
to anger,

26g“I call heaven and earth to wit-
ness against you this day, that you
will soon utterly perish from the
land which you cross over the Jor-
dan to possess; you will not prolong
your days in it, but will be utterly
destroyed.

27“And the LORD will hscatter you
among the peoples, and you will be
left few in number among the na-
tions where the LORD will drive you.

28“And there you will serve gods,
the work of men’s hands, wood and
stone, iwhich neither see nor hear
nor eat nor smell.

29“But from there you will jseek
the LORD your God, and you will
find Him if you seek Him with all
your heart and with all your soul.

30“When you are in distress, and
all these things come upon you kin
the latter days, when you turn to the
LORD your God and obey His voice

31“(for the LORD your God is a
merciful God), He will not forsake

4:31

l Lev. 26:44; Jer.
30:11

4:33

m Ex. 20:22; Deut.
5:24-26

4:34

n Ex. 14:30

o Deut. 7:19; Ps.
136:12

p Deut. 26:8

4:35

q Ex. 8:10; 9:14

4:36

r Ex. 19:9,19;
20:18-22;
24:16; Heb.
12:19

4:37

s Deut. 7:7-8;
10:15; 33:3

4:38

t Deut. 7:1

4:40

u Deut. 4:1; 6:1;
see Ex. 20:1,
note

v Deut. 5:16;
32:46-47

4:20

a 1 Kin. 8:51; Jer.
11:4

b Deut. 27:9

4:21

c Deut. 1:37; 3:26

d Num. 27:13-14

4:24

e Deut. 9:3; Heb.
12:29

f Ex. 34:14

4:26

g Deut. 30:18,19;
Is. 1:2; Mic. 6:2

4:27

h Lev. 26:33;
Deut. 28:62,64;
Neh. 1:8

4:28

i Ps. 115:4-7;
135:15-17; Is.
44:9; 46:7

4:29

j Deut. 30:1-3;
Jer. 50:4

4:30

k Gen. 49:1;
Deut. 31:29; Jer.
23:20; Hos. 3:5

260 DEUTERONOMY 4:20–41



ies on this side of the Jordan, to-
ward the rising of the sun,

42athat the manslayer might flee
there, who kills his neighbor unin-
tentionally, without having hated
him in time past, and that by fleeing
to one of these cities he might live:

43bBezer in the wilderness on the
plateau for the Reubenites, Ramoth
in Gilead for the Gadites, and Golan
in Bashan for the Manassites.

Setting for recounting the law
44Now this is the law which Mo-

ses set before the children of Israel.
45These are the testimonies, the

statutes, and the judgments which
Moses spoke to the children of Isra-
el after they came out of Egypt,

46on this side of the Jordan, in the
valley opposite Beth Peor, in the
land of Sihon king of the Amorites,
who dwelt at Heshbon, whom Mo-
ses and the children of Israel cde-
feated after they came out of Egypt.

47And they took possession of his
land and the land of Og king of Ba-
shan, two kings of the Amorites,
who were on this side of the Jordan,
toward the rising of the sun,

48from dAroer, which is on the
bank of the River Arnon, even to
Mount Sion* (that is, Hermon),

49and all the eplain on the east side
of the Jordan as far as the Sea of the
Arabah, below the slopes of Pisgah.

II. Second Discourse: Recounting of
the Sinaitic Laws, with Warnings

and Exhortations, 5–—26

The new generation taught
fundamentals of the law

5AND Moses called all Israel, and
said to them: “Hear, O Israel,

the fstatutes and judgments which I
speak in your hearing today, that
you may learn them and be careful
to gobserve them.

2“The LORD our God made a hcov-
enant with us in Horeb.

3“The LORD idid not make this
covenant with our fathers, but with
us, those who are here today, all of
us who are alive.

4“The LORD talked with you face
to face on the mountain from the
midst of the fire.
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5 j“I stood between the LORD and

you at that time, to declare to you
the word of the LORD; for you were
afraid because of the fire, and you
did not go up the mountain. He
said:

6 k ‘I am the LORD your God who
brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of
bondage.

7 ‘You shall have lno other gods be-
fore Me.

8 ‘You shall not make for yourself a
mcarved image—any likeness
of anything that is in heaven
above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the wa-
ter under the earth;

9 you shall not nbow down to
them nor serve them. For I,
the LORD your God, am a jeal-
ous God, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers upon the chil-
dren to the third and fourth
generations of those who
hate Me,

10 but showing omercy to thou-
sands, to those who love Me
and keep My command-
ments.

11 ‘You shall not take the name of
the LORD your God pin vain,
for the LORD will not hold
him guiltless who takes His
name in vain.

12 ‘Observe the Sabbath day, to keep
it qholy, as the LORD your God
commanded you.

13 r Six days you shall labor and
do all your work,

14 but the seventh day is the
Sabbath of the LORD your
God. In it you shall do no
work: you, nor your son, nor
your daughter, nor your male
servant, nor your female ser-
vant, nor your ox, nor your
donkey, nor any of your cat-
tle, nor your stranger who is
within your gates, that your
male servant and your female
servant may rest as well as
you.

15 And sremember that you
were a slave in the land of
Egypt, and the LORD your God
brought you out from there

*4:48 Syriac reads Sirion (compare 3:9).



us all that the LORD our God says to
you, and we will hear and do it.’

28“Then the LORD heard the voice
of your words when you spoke to
me, and the LORD said to me: ‘I have
heard the voice of the words of this
people which they have spoken to
you. They are right in all that they
have jspoken.

29k‘Oh, that they had such a heart
in lthem that they would fear Me and
always keep all My commandments,
that it might be well with them and
with their children forever!

30‘Go and say to them, “Return to
your tents.”

31‘But as for you, stand here by
Me, and I will speak to you all the
commandments, the statutes, and
the judgments which you shall
teach them, that they may observe
them in the land which I am giving
them to possess.’

32“Therefore you shall be careful
to do as the LORD your God has com-
manded you; you shall not turn
aside to the right hand or to the left.

33“You shall walk in mall the ways
which the LORD your God has com-
manded you, that you may live and
that it may be well with you, and
that you may prolong your days in
the land which you shall possess.

Essence of the law (vv. 4–5)

6“NOW this is the command-
ment, and these are the statutes

and judgments which the LORD your
God has commanded to teach you,
that you may nobserve them in the
land which you are crossing over to
possess,

2“that you may o fear the LORD
your God, to keep all His statutes
and His commandments which I
command you, you and your son
and your grandson, all the days of
your life, and that your days may be
prolonged.

3“Therefore hear, O Israel, and be
careful to observe it, that it may be
well with you, and that you may
pmultiply greatly as the LORD God of
your fathers has promised you—‘a
qland flowing with milk and honey.’

by a mighty hand and by an
outstretched arm; therefore
the LORD your God command-
ed you to keep the Sabbath
day.

16 ‘Honor your father and your
amother, as the LORD your
God has commanded you,
that your days may be blong,
and that it may be well with
cyou in the land which the
LORD your God is giving you.

17 ‘You shall not dmurder.
18 ‘You shall not commit adultery.
19 ‘You shall not steal.
20 ‘You shall not bear false witness

against your neighbor.
21 ‘You shall not covet your neigh-

bor’s wife; and you shall not
desire your neighbor’s house,
his field, his male servant, his
female servant, his ox, his
donkey, or anything that is
your neighbor’s.’

Mediatorship of Moses
22“These ewords the LORD spoke

to all your assembly, in the moun-
tain from the midst of the fire, the
cloud, and the thick darkness, with
a loud voice; and He added no more.
And He fwrote them on two tablets
of stone and gave them to me.

23“So it was, when you heard the
voice from the midst of the dark-
ness, while the mountain was burn-
ing with fire, that you came near to
me, all the heads of your tribes and
your elders.

24“And you said: ‘Surely the LORD
our God has shown us His glory and
His greatness, and we have heard
His voice from the midst of the fire.
We have seen this day that God
speaks with man; yet he still glives.

25‘Now therefore, why should we
hdie? For this great fire will consume
us; if we hear the voice of the LORD
our God anymore, then we shall die.

26‘For who is there of all flesh
who has heard the voice of the liv-
ing God speaking from the midst of
the fire, as we have, and lived?

27‘You go near and hear all that
the LORD our God may say, and itell
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5:29 fear Me. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expression meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.



4“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our
God, the aLORD is bone!*

5“You shall love the LORD your
God with all your heart, with all your
soul, and with all your strength.

Parents to instruct children
6“And these words which I com-

mand you today shall be in your
cheart.

7“You shall dteach them diligently
to your children, and shall talk of
them when you sit in your house,
when you walk by the way, when
you lie down, and when you rise up.

8“You shall bind them as a sign
on your hand, and they shall be as
frontlets between your eyes.

9“You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your
gates.

10“So it shall be, when the LORD
your God brings you into the land of
which He swore to your fathers, to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give
you large and beautiful cities which
you did enot build,

11“houses full of all good things,
which you did not fill, hewn-out
wells which you did not dig, vine-
yards and olive trees which you did
not plant—when you have eaten
and are full—

12“then beware, lest you forget
the fLORD who brought you out of
the land of Egypt, from the house of
bondage.

13“You shall gfear the LORD your
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a Mark 12:29

b Deut. 4:35

6:6

c Deut. 11:18-20

6:7

d Deut. 4:9

6:10

e Josh. 24:13

6:12

f Deut. 8:11-18

6:13

g Deut. 10:20; see
Ps. 19:9, note

DEUTERONOMY 6:4–22 263
God and serve hHim, and shall take
oaths in His iname.

14“You shall not go after other
gods, the gods of the peoples who
are all around you

15“(for the LORD your God is a
j jealous God kamong you), lest the
anger of the LORD your God be
aroused against you and destroy you
from the face of the earth.

16“You shall not ltempt the LORD
your mGod as you tempted Him in
nMassah.

17“You shall diligently keep the
commandments of the LORD your
God, His testimonies, and His stat-
utes which He has commanded you.

18“And you shall do what is right
and good in the sight of the LORD,
that it may be well with you, and
that you may go in and possess the
ogood land of which the LORD swore
to your fathers,

19p“to cast out all your enemies
from before you, as the LORD has
spoken.

20“When your son asks you in
time to come, saying, ‘What is the
meaning of the testimonies, the stat-
utes, and the judgments which the
LORD our God has commanded you?’

21“then you shall say to your son:
‘We were qslaves of Pharaoh in
Egypt, and the LORD brought us out
of Egypt with a mighty hand;

22‘and the LORD showed signs and
wonders before our eyes, great and
*6:4 Or The LORD is our God, the LORD alone (that
is, the only one)

6:4 “Shema” (pronounced Sh´mah) is the initial Hebrew
word of this verse; the entire verse is recited as the Jewish
confession of faith. In Hebrew liturgy the Shema includes
Deut. 6:4–9; 11:13–21; and Num. 15:37–41. The Shema is
understood to emphasize the monotheistic belief of Judaism.
Moses is credited with the commandment to read the Shema
twice daily (“when you lie down, and when you rise up”),
and the Jews have always regarded it as divinely prescribed.
At the end of the first and last word of the sentence in the He-
brew text, large letters are used. They were meant to empha-
size, according to Jewish tradition, the need for pronouncing
these important words distinctly and without slur.

6:16 tempt the LORD. The concept of testing or tempta-
tion is expressed in both the OT and NT not only by the
words translated “test” or “tempt,” but also by the words
rendered “provoke,” “snare,” “trials,” etc. (e.g. Gen. 22:1;
Ps. 7:9; 11:5; Luke 22:28; James 1:2; 1 Pet. 1:6; cp. Job
31:27; Prov. 22:25; Is. 3:8.) The primary meaning is usual-
ly that of proving by testing, or testing under trial. Less fre-

quently the sense is that of enticement or solicitation to
evil (e.g. James 1:13–14; Gen. 3:1–6; 2 Cor. 11:3–4).

6:5 LOVE: A THEME 
OF DEUTERONOMY

The concept of love is one of the great themes of
Deuteronomy. There is first the declaration of God’s
love for His people (7:7; 10:15; 23:5); then the exhorta-
tion that God’s people should always love Him with
their whole being (6:5; 10:12; 11:1,13,22; 19:9; 30:6,
16,20); and finally the exhortation that they love even
the stranger among them (10:19). Our Lord sums up all
these earlier commands in His address to the Pharisees
on “the first and great commandment” (Matt. 22:34–40;
Mark 12:28–34, where He refers also to Lev. 19:18. Cp.
Luke 10:27).



6“For you are a jholy kpeople to the
LORD your God; the LORD your God
has lchosen you to be a people for
Himself, a special treasure above all
the peoples on the face of the earth.

7“The LORD did not set His mlove
on you nor choose you because you
were more in number than any oth-
er people, for you were the least of
all peoples;

8“but because the LORD loves you,
and because He would keep the oath
which He swore to your fathers, the
LORD has brought you out with a
mighty hand, and redeemed you
from the house of nbondage, from
the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.

9“Therefore know that the LORD
your God, He is God, the faithful
God owho keeps covenant and mer-
cy for a thousand generations with
those who love Him and keep His
commandments;

10“and He repays those who hate
Him to their face, to destroy them.
He will not be pslack with him who
hates Him; He will repay him to his
face.

11“Therefore you shall keep the
commandment, the statutes, and
the judgments which I command
you today, to observe them.

Promise of victory
12“Then q it shall come to pass,

because you listen to these judg-
ments, and keep and do them, that
the LORD your God will keep with
you the covenant and the mercy
which He swore to your fathers.

13“And He will r love you and
bless you and multiply you; He will
also bless the fruit of your womb
and the fruit of your land, your
sgrain and your new wine and your
oil, the increase of your cattle and
the offspring of your flock, in the
land of which He swore to your fa-
thers to give you.

severe, against Egypt, Pharaoh, and
all his household.

23‘Then He brought us out from
there, that He might bring us in, to
give us the land of which He swore
to our fathers.

24‘And the LORD commanded us
to observe all these statutes, to afear
the LORD our God, bfor our good al-
ways, that He might preserve us
alive, as it is this day.

25‘Then cit will be righteousness
for us, if we are careful to observe
all these commandments before the
LORD our God, as He has command-
ed us.’

Results of obedience and disobedience
(Deut. 7—12). The command to be

separate

7“WHEN the LORD your God
brings you into the land dwhich

you go to possess, and has cast out
many enations before you, the Hit-
tites and the Girgashites and the
Amorites and the Canaanites and
the Perizzites and the Hivites and
the Jebusites, seven nations greater
and mightier than you,

2“and when the LORD your God
delivers fthem over to you, you shall
conquer them and utterly destroy
them. You shall make no covenant
with them nor show mercy to them.

3g“Nor shall you make marriages
with them. You shall not give your
daughter to their son, nor take their
daughter for your son.

4“For they will turn your sons
away from following Me, to serve
other gods; so the anger of the LORD
will be aroused against you and hde-
stroy you suddenly.

5“But thus you shall deal with
them: you shall destroy their altars,
and break down their sacred pillars,
and cut down their iwooden im-
ages, and burn their carved images
with fire.
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6:23 bring us in. Redemption must always be followed
by sanctification and growth in grace. God has not “brought
us out” in order to leave us wandering in the wilderness.

7:1 Hittites. Until the twentieth century the Hittites
were unknown apart from the Bible. This once puzzling
reference to them has, however, been illuminated by the
findings of archaeology. From Egyptian monuments (Tell
el-Amarna Tablets) and the Assyrian texts, it has been

shown that these were the Kheta or Hatti. Expeditions in
the first dozen years of this century have revealed that Bog-
haz-koi in Asia Minor (east of Ankara, Turkey) was the cap-
ital of the Hittite Empire. Periods of Hittite prominence:
about 2000–1800 B.C. and about 1400–1200 B.C.

7:6 a people for Himself. Literally a people for His own
possession. Ex. 19:5; Deut. 14:2; 26:18; cp. Titus 2:14;
1 Pet. 2:9.



14“You shall be blessed above all
peoples; there shall not be a male or
female abarren among you or
among your livestock.

15“And the LORD will take away
from you all sickness, and will afflict
you with none of the bterrible dis-
eases of Egypt which you have
known, but will lay them on all
those who hate you.

16“Also you shall destroy all the
peoples whom the LORD your God
delivers over to you; your eye shall
have no pity on them; nor shall you
serve their gods, for that will be a
csnare to you.

17“If you should say in your heart,
‘These nations are greater than I;
how can I dispossess them?’—

18“you shall not be afraid of them,
but you shall remember well what
the LORD your God did to Pharaoh
and to all Egypt:

19“the great trials which your
eyes saw, the signs and the won-
ders, the mighty hand and the out-
stretched arm, by which the LORD
your God brought you out. So shall
the LORD your God do to all the peo-
ples of whom you are afraid.

20“Moreover the LORD your God
will send the hornet among them
until those who are left, who hide
themselves from you, are destroyed.

21“You shall not be terrified of
them; for the LORD your God, the
great and dawesome God, is among
you.

22“And the LORD your God will
drive out those nations before you
elittle by little; you will be unable to
destroy them at once, lest the beasts
of the field become too numerous
for you.

23“But the LORD your God will de-
liver them over to you, and will in-
flict defeat upon them until they are
destroyed.

24“And He fwill deliver their
kings into your hand, and you will
destroy their name from under
heaven; no one shall be able to
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stand against gyou until you have
destroyed them.

25“You shall burn the carved im-
ages of their gods with fire; you
shall not hcovet the silver or gold
that is on them, nor take it for your-
selves, lest you be isnared by it; for
it is an abomination to the LORD
your God.

26“Nor shall you bring an abomi-
nation into your house, lest you be
doomed to destruction like it. You
shall utterly detest it and utterly ab-
hor it, for it is an accursed thing.

Moses looks backward and onward

8“EVERY commandment which I
command you today you must

be careful to observe, that you may
j live and kmultiply, and go in and
possess the land of which the LORD
swore to your fathers.

2“And you shall remember that
the LORD your God lled you all the
way these forty years in the wilder-
ness, to humble you and mtest you,
to know what was in your nheart,
whether you would keep His com-
mandments or not.

3“So He humbled you, allowed
you to hunger, and fed you with
manna which you did not know nor
did your fathers know, that He
might make you know that man
shall not live by bread oalone; but
man lives by every word that pro-
ceeds from the mouth of the LORD.

4“Your pgarments did not wear
out on you, nor did your foot swell
these forty years.

5q“You should know in your heart
that as a man chastens his son, so
the LORD your God chastens you.

6“Therefore you shall keep the
commandments of the LORD your
God, to walk in His ways and to
rfear Him.

7“For the LORD your God is bring-
ing you into a sgood land, a land of
brooks of water, of fountains and
springs, that flow out of valleys and
hills;

8“a land of wheat and barley, of

8:2 know. This does not mean that God did not “know”
what was in the hearts of men. The knowledge here is
something that is to be demonstrated by testing men in
moral experience. See the connection between the two

verbs: “to . . . test you, to know . . .”
8:6 fear Him. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expres-

sion meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of
evil.



Sad recollections

9“HEAR, O Israel: You are to
cross over the Jordan today, and

go in to dispossess nations greater
and mightier than yourself, cities
great and fortified up to heaven,

2“a people great and tall, the kde-
scendants of the Anakim, whom
you know, and of whom you heard
it said, ‘Who can stand before the
descendants of Anak?’

3“Therefore understand today that
the LORD your God is He who lgoes
over before you as a mconsuming
fire. He will destroy them and bring
them down before you; so you shall
drive them out and destroy them
quickly, as the LORD has said to you.

4n“Do not think in your heart, af-
ter the LORD your God has cast them
out before you, saying, ‘Because of
my righteousness the LORD has
brought me in to possess this land’;
but it is obecause of the pwicked-
ness of these nations that the LORD
is driving them out from before you.

5“It is not because of your righ-
teousness or the uprightness of your
heart that you go in to possess their
land, but because of the wickedness
of these nations that the LORD your
God drives them out from before
you, and that He may fulfill the
qword which the LORD swore to your
fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

6“Therefore understand that the
LORD your God is not giving you this
good land to possess because of
your righteousness, for you are a
rstiff-necked people.

7“Remember! Do not forget how
you sprovoked the LORD your God to
wrath in the wilderness. From the
day that you departed from the land
of Egypt until you came to this
place, you have been rebellious
against the LORD.

8“Also in tHoreb you provoked
the LORD to wrath, so that the LORD
was angry enough with you to have
destroyed you.

9“When I went up into the moun-
tain to receive the tablets of stone,
the utablets of the covenant which
the LORD made with you, then I
stayed on the mountain vforty days
and forty nights. I neither ate bread
nor drank water.

vines and fig trees and pomegran-
ates, a land of olive oil and honey;

9“a land in which you will eat
bread without scarcity, in which
you will lack nothing; a land whose
stones are iron and out of whose
hills you can dig copper.

10“When you have eaten and are
afull, then you shall bless the LORD
your God for the good land which
He has given you.

11“Beware that you do not forget
the LORD your God by not keeping
His commandments, His judgments,
and His statutes which I command
you today,

12b“lest—when you have eaten
and are full, and have built beautiful
houses and dwell in them;

13“and when your herds and your
flocks multiply, and your silver and
your gold are multiplied, and all that
you have is multiplied;

14c“when your heart is lifted up,
and you dforget the LORD your God
who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, from the house of bondage;

15“who led you through that great
and terrible wilderness, in which
were efiery serpents and scorpions
and thirsty land where there was no
water; who brought water for you
out of the flinty frock;

16“who fed you in the wilderness
with manna, which your fathers did
not know, that He might humble
you and that He might gtest you, hto
do you good in the end—

17“then you say in your heart,
i ‘My power and the might of my
hand have gained me this wealth.’

18“And you shall remember the
LORD your God, for it is jHe who
gives you power to get wealth, that
He may establish His covenant
which He swore to your fathers, as
it is this day.

19“Then it shall be, if you by any
means forget the LORD your God,
and follow other gods, and serve
them and worship them, I testify
against you this day that you shall
surely perish.

20“As the nations which the LORD
destroys before you, so you shall
perish, because you would not be
obedient to the voice of the LORD
your God.
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10a“Then the LORD delivered to
me two tablets of stone bwritten
with the finger of God, and on them
were all the words which the LORD
had spoken to you on the mountain
from the midst of the fire in the day
of the assembly.

11“And it came to pass, at the end
of forty days and forty nights, that
the LORD gave me the two tablets of
stone, the tablets of the covenant.

12c“Then the LORD said to me,
‘Arise, go down quickly from here,
for your people whom you brought
out of Egypt have acted corruptly;
they have quickly turned aside from
the way which I commanded them;
they have made themselves a mold-
ed image.’

13“Furthermore the LORD spoke
to me, saying, ‘I have seen this peo-
ple, and indeed they are a stiff-
necked people.

14‘Let Me alone, that I may de-
stroy them and dblot out their name
from under heaven; and I will
emake of you a nation mightier and
greater than they.’

15“So I turned and came down
from the mountain, and the moun-
tain burned with fire; and the two
tablets of the covenant were in my
two hands.

16“And I looked, and behold, you
had sinned against the LORD your
God—had made for yourselves a
molded calf! You had turned aside
quickly from the way which the
LORD had commanded you.

17“Then I took the two tablets and
threw them out of my two hands
and fbroke them before your eyes.

18“And I g fell down before the
LORD, as at the hfirst, forty days and
forty nights; I neither ate bread nor
drank water, because of all your sin
which you committed in doing
wickedly in the sight of the LORD, to
provoke Him to anger.

19“For I was afraid of the anger
and hot displeasure with which the
LORD was angry with you, to destroy
you. But the LORD listened to me at
that time also.

20“And the LORD was very angry
with Aaron and would have de-
stroyed him; so I prayed for Aaron
also at the same time.
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21“Then I took your sin, the calf

which you had made, and burned it
with fire and crushed it and ground
it very small, until it was as fine as
dust; and I ithrew its dust into the
brook that descended from the
mountain.

22“Also at jTaberah and kMassah
and lKibroth Hattaavah you pro-
voked the LORD to wrath.

23“Likewise, when the LORD sent
you from mKadesh Barnea, saying,
‘Go up and possess the land which I
have given you,’ then you rebelled
against the commandment of the
LORD your God, and you did not be-
lieve Him nor obey His voice.

24“You have been rebellious
against the LORD from the day that I
knew you.

25“Thus I prostrated myself be-
fore the LORD; forty days and forty
nights I kept prostrating myself, be-
cause the LORD had said He would
destroy you.

26“Therefore I nprayed to the
LORD, and said: ‘O Lord GOD, do not
destroy Your people and oYour in-
heritance whom You have pre-
deemed through Your greatness,
whom You have brought out of
Egypt with a mighty hand.

27‘Remember Your servants,
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; do not
look on the stubbornness of this
people, or on their wickedness or
their sin,

28‘lest the land from which You
brought us should say, “Because the
LORD was not able to bring them to
the land which He promised them,
and because He hated them, He has
brought them out to kill them in the
wilderness.”

29‘Yet they are Your people and
Your inheritance, whom You
brought out by Your mighty power
and by Your outstretched arm.’

God’s mercy in replacing
broken tablets of the law

10“AT that time the LORD qsaid
to me, ‘Hew for yourself two

tablets of stone like the first, and
come up to Me on the mountain
and make yourself an rark of wood.

2‘And I will write on the tablets
the words that were on the first



God, also the earth with all that is
in it.

15“The LORD delighted only in
your fathers, to love them; and He
ochose their descendants after
them, you above all peoples, as it is
this day.

16“Therefore circumcise the fore-
skin of your pheart, and be stiff-
necked no longer.

17“For the LORD your God is qGod
of gods and Lord of lords, the great
God, mighty and awesome, who
shows no partiality nor takes a bribe.

18“He administers r justice for the
fatherless and the widow, and loves
the sstranger, giving him food and
clothing.

19“Therefore love the stranger,
for you were strangers in the land of
Egypt.

20“You shall fear the LORD your
God; you shall serve Him, and to
Him you shall hold fast, and take
oaths in His name.

21“He is your praise, and He is
your God, who has done for you
these great and awesome things
which your eyes have seen.

22“Your fathers went down to
Egypt with seventy persons, and now
the LORD tyour God has made you as
the stars of heaven in multitude.

Importance of heeding God’s Word

11“THEREFORE you shall love
the LORD your God, and keep

His charge, His statutes, His u judg-
ments, and His commandments al-
ways.

2“Know today that I do not speak
with your children, who have not
known and who have not seen the
chastening of the LORD your God,
His greatness and His mighty hand
and His outstretched arm—

3“His signs and His acts which He
did in the midst of Egypt, to Phar-
aoh king of Egypt, and to all his land;

4“what He did to the army of
Egypt, to their horses and their char-
iots: how He made the waters of the
Red Sea overflow them as they pur-
sued vyou, and how the LORD has de-
stroyed them to this day;

5“what He did for you in the
wilderness until you came to this
place;

tablets, which you broke; and you
shall put them in the ark.’

3“So I amade an ark of acacia
wood, hewed two tablets of stone
like the first, and went up the
mountain, having the two tablets in
my hand.

4“And He wrote on the tablets ac-
cording to the first writing, the bTen
Commandments, which the LORD
had spoken to you in the mountain
from the midst of the fire in the day
of the assembly; and the LORD gave
them to me.

5“Then I turned and came down
from the mountain, and put the
tablets in the ark which I had made;
and there they care, just as the LORD
commanded me.”

6(Now the children of Israel jour-
neyed from the wells of Bene Jaakan
to Moserah, where Aaron ddied, and
where he was buried; and Eleazar his
son ministered as priest in his stead.

7From there they journeyed to
Gudgodah, and from Gudgodah to
eJotbathah, a land of rivers of water.

8At that time the LORD fseparated
the tribe of Levi to gbear the ark of
the covenant of the LORD, to stand
before the LORD to minister to Him
and to bless in His name, to this day.

9Therefore Levi has hno portion
nor inheritance with his brethren;
the LORD is his inheritance, just as
the LORD your God promised him.)

10“As at the first time, I stayed in
the mountain iforty days and forty
nights; the LORD also heard me at
that time, and the LORD chose not to
destroy you.

11“Then the LORD said to me,
‘Arise, begin your journey before
the people, that they may go in and
possess the land which I swore to
their fathers to give them.’

12“And now, Israel, jwhat does the
LORD your God require of you, but to
kfear the LORD your God, to walk in
all His ways and to l love Him, to
serve the LORD your God with all
your heart and with all your soul,

13“and to keep the command-
ments of the LORD and His statutes
which I command you today m for
your good?

14“Indeed heaven and the highest
heavens belong to the nLORD your

10:15

o Election (corpo-
rate): v. 15;
Deut. 14:2.
(Deut. 7:6;
1 Pet. 5:13,
note)

10:16

p Deut. 30:6; Jer.
4:4; Rom. 2:28-
29

10:17

q Deut. 4:35,39;
Is. 44:8; 45:5;
46:9; 1 Cor. 
8:5-6

10:18

r Ex. 22:22-24

s Lev. 19:34

10:22

t Ex. 1:1-5; see
Gen. 46:26 and
Acts 7:14, notes

11:1

u Deut. 6:5; 10:12

11:4

v Ex. 14:28

10:3

a Cp. Ex. 37:1-9

10:4

b Ex. 34:28; Deut.
4:13

10:5

c 1 Kin. 8:9

10:6

d Num. 20:25-28;
33:38

10:7

e Num. 33:33,34

10:8

f Num. 3:6

g Num. 10:21

10:9

h Num. 18:20,24

10:10

i Deut. 9:18,25

10:12

j Mic. 6:8

k See Deut. 5:29,
note

l Deut. 6:5

10:13

m Deut. 6:24

10:14

n Neh. 9:6

268 DEUTERONOMY 10:3—11:5



6“and awhat He did to Dathan and
Abiram the sons of Eliab, the son of
Reuben: how the earth opened its
mouth and swallowed them up,
their households, their tents, and all
the substance that was in their pos-
session, in the midst of all Israel—

7“but your eyes have bseen every
great act of the LORD which He did.

8“Therefore you shall keep every
commandment which I command
you today, that you may be strong,
and go in and possess the land
which you cross over to possess,

9“and that you may cprolong your
days in the land which the LORD
swore to give your fathers, to them
and their descendants, ‘a land flow-
ing with milk and honey.’*

10“For the land which you go to
possess is not like the land of dEgypt
from which you have come, where
you sowed your seed and watered it
by foot, as a vegetable garden;

11“but the eland which you cross
over to possess is a land of hills and
valleys, which drinks water from
the rain of heaven,

12“a land for which the LORD your
God cares; the eyes of the LORD
your God are always on it, from the
beginning of the year to the very
end of the year.

13 ‘And it shall be that if you
earnestly obey My commandments
which I command you today, to love
the LORD your God and serve Him
with all your heart and with all your
soul,

14‘then I* will give you the frain
for your land in its season, the gear-
ly rain and the latter rain, that you
may gather in your grain, your new
wine, and your oil.

15‘And I will send grass in your
fields for your livestock, that you
may eat and be hfilled.’

16“Take heed to yourselves, lest
your heart be deceived, and you
turn aside and serve other gods and
worship them,

17“lest the LORD’S anger be
aroused against you, and He shut up
the heavens so that there be ino
rain, and the land yield no produce,
and you perish quickly from the good
land which the LORD is giving you.

18“Therefore you shall lay up
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these words of mine in your jheart
and in your ksoul, and bind them as
a sign on your hand, and they shall
be as frontlets between your eyes.

19“You shall teach them to your
children, speaking of them when
you sit in your house, when you
walk by the way, when you lie
down, and when you rise up.

20“And you shall write them on
the doorposts of your house and on
your gates,

21“that your days and the days of
your children may be multiplied in
the land of which the LORD swore to
your fathers to give them, llike the
days of the heavens above the earth.

22“For if you carefully keep all
these commandments which I com-
mand you to do—to love the LORD
your God, to walk in all His ways,
and to mhold fast to Him—

23“then the LORD will drive out all
these nations from before you, and
you will dispossess greater and
mightier nations than yourselves.

24n“Every place on which the
sole of your foot treads shall be
yours: from the wilderness and Leb-
anon, from the river, the River Eu-
phrates, even to the oWestern Sea,*
shall be your territory.

25“No man shall be able to pstand
against you; the LORD your God will
put the qdread of you and the fear of
you upon all the land where you
tread, just as He has said to you.

26 r“Behold, I set before you today
a blessing and a curse:

27“the sblessing, if you obey the
commandments of the LORD your
God which I command you today;

28“and the tcurse, if you do not
obey the commandments of the
LORD your God, but turn aside from
the way which I command you to-
day, to go after other gods which
you have not known.

29“Now it shall be, when the
LORD your God has brought you into
the land which you go to possess,
that you shall put the ublessing on
Mount Gerizim and the vcurse on
Mount Ebal.
*11:9 Exodus 3:8 *11:14 Following Masoretic
Text and Targum; Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint,
and Vulgate read He. *11:24 That is, the
Mediterranean



the jrest and the inheritance which
the LORD your God is giving you.

10“But when you cross over the
Jordan and dwell in the land which
the LORD your God is giving you to
inherit, and He gives you rest from
all your enemies round kabout, so
that you dwell in safety,

11“then there will be the place
where the LORD your God chooses
to make His name abide. There you
shall bring all that I command you:
your burnt offerings, your sacrifices,
your tithes, the heave offerings of
your hand, and all your choice offer-
ings which you vow to the LORD.

12“And lyou shall rejoice before
the LORD your God, you and your
sons and your daughters, your male
and female servants, and the mLe-
vite who is within your gates, since
he has no portion nor inheritance
with you.

13“Take heed to yourself that you
do not offer your burnt offerings in
every place that you see;

14“but in the place which the
LORD chooses, in one of your tribes,
there you shall offer your burnt of-
ferings, and there you shall do all
that I command you.

15“However, you may slaughter
and eat meat within all your gates,
whatever your heart desires, accord-
ing to the blessing of the LORD your
God which He has given you; the
unclean and the clean may eat of it,
of the ngazelle and the deer alike.

16o“Only you shall not eat the
blood; you shall pour it on the earth
like water.

17“You may not eat within your
gates the tithe of your grain or your
new wine or your oil, of the first-
born of your herd or your flock, of
any of your offerings which you
vow, of your freewill offerings, or of
the heave offering of your hand.

18“But you must eat them before
the LORD your God in the place
which the LORD your God chooses,
you and your son and your daugh-
ter, your male servant and your fe-
male servant, and the Levite who is
within your gates; and you shall re-

30“Are they not on the other side
of the Jordan, toward the setting sun,
in the land of the Canaanites who
dwell in the aplain opposite Gilgal,
beside the terebinth trees of Moreh?

31“For you will cross over the Jor-
dan and go in to possess the land
which the LORD your God is giving
you, and you will possess it and
dwell in it.

32“And you shall be careful to ob-
serve all the statutes and judgments
which I set before you today.

Law of the central sanctuary

12“THESE are the statutes and
judgments which you shall

be careful to observe in the land
which the LORD God of your fathers
is giving you to possess, all the days
that you live on the earth.

2“You shall utterly destroy all the
places where the nations which you
shall dispossess served their gods,
on the high mountains and on the
hills and under every green tree.

3“And you shall destroy their al-
tars, break their sacred pillars, and
burn their bwooden images with
fire; you shall cut down the carved
images of their gods and destroy
their names from that place.

4“You shall not worship the LORD
your God with csuch things.

5“But you shall seek the dplace
where the LORD your God chooses,
out of all your tribes, to put His
name for His edwelling place; and
there you shall go.

6 f“There you shall take your
burnt offerings, your sacrifices, your
tithes, the heave offerings of
your hand, your vowed offerings,
your freewill offerings, and the
gfirstborn of your herds and flocks.

7“And there you shall eat before
the LORD your God, and you shall
hrejoice in all to which you have put
your hand, you and your house-
holds, in which the LORD your God
has blessed you.

8“You shall not at all do as we are
doing here today—ievery man doing
whatever is right in his own eyes—

9“for as yet you have not come to
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joice before the LORD your God in
all to which you put your hands.

19“Take heed to yourself that you
do not forsake the Levite as long as
you live in your land.

20“When the LORD your God aen-
larges your border as He has prom-
ised you, and you say, ‘Let me eat
meat,’ because you long to eat meat,
you may eat as much meat as your
heart desires.

21“If the place where the LORD
your God chooses to put His name
is too far from byou, then you may
slaughter from your herd and from
your flock which the LORD has given
you, just as I have commanded you,
and you may eat within your gates
as much as your heart desires.

22“Just as the cgazelle and the
deer are eaten, so you may eat
them; the unclean and the clean
alike may eat them.

23“Only be sure that you do not
eat the dblood, for the blood is the
life; you may not eat the life with
the meat.

24“You shall not eat it; you shall
pour it on the earth like water.

25“You shall not eat it, that it may
go well with eyou and your children
after you, when you do what is right
in the sight of the LORD.

26“Only the holy things which
you have, and your vowed offerings,
you shall take and go to the place
which the LORD chooses.

27“And fyou shall offer your burnt
offerings, the meat and the blood, on
the altar of the LORD your God; and
the blood of your sacrifices shall be
poured out on the altar of the LORD
your God, and you shall eat the meat.

28“Observe and obey all these
words which I command you, that it
may go well with you and your chil-
dren after you forever, when you do
what is good and right in the sight
of the LORD your God.

29“When the gLORD your God
cuts off from before you the nations
which you go to dispossess, and you
displace them and dwell in their
land,
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30“take heed to yourself that you

are not ensnared to follow them, af-
ter they are destroyed from before
you, and that you do not inquire af-
ter their gods, saying, ‘How did
these nations serve their gods? I
also will do likewise.’

31“You shall not worship the LORD
your God in that way; for every
abomination to the LORD which He
hates they have done to their hgods;
for they burn even their sons and
daughters in the fire to their gods.

32“Whatever I command you, be
careful to observe it; iyou shall not
add to it nor take away from it.

Test of false prophets

13“IF there arises among you a
prophet or a jdreamer of

dreams, kand he gives you a sign or
a wonder,

2“and the sign or the wonder
comes to pass, of which he spoke to
you, saying, ‘Let us go after other
gods’—which you have not
known—‘and let us serve them,’

3“you shall not listen to the words
of that prophet or that dreamer of
dreams, for the LORD your God is
ltesting you to know whether you
love the LORD your God with all your
heart and with all your soul.

4“You shall walk after the LORD
your God and fear mHim, and keep
His commandments and obey His
voice; you shall serve Him and hold
fast to Him.

5“But that prophet or that dream-
er of dreams shall be put to ndeath,
because he has spoken in order to
turn you away from the LORD your
God, who brought you out of the
land of Egypt and oredeemed you
from the house of bondage, to en-
tice you from the way in which the
LORD your God commanded you to
walk. So you shall put away the evil
from pyour midst.

6“If your brother, the son of your
mother, your son or your daughter,
the qwife of your bosom, or your
friend who is as your own soul, se-
cretly entices you, saying, ‘Let us go

13:4 fear Him. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expres-
sion meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.
obey. The chief credential of the true prophet is not to be

found merely in his ability to perform “a sign or a wonder”
(v. 1), but rather in the harmony of his message and works
with the objective Word of God.



18“because you have listened to
the voice of the LORD your God, to
keep all His commandments which
I command you today, to do what is
right in the eyes of the LORD your
God.

Pagan mourning customs forbidden

14“YOU are the echildren of
the LORD your God; you shall

not cut yourselves nor shave the
front of your head for the fdead.

2g“For you are a hholy people to
the LORD your God, and the LORD
has ichosen you to be ja people for
Himself, a special treasure above all
the peoples who are on the face of
the earth.

Dietary laws
3“You shall not eat any detestable

thing.
4k“These are the animals which

you may eat: the ox, the sheep, the
goat,

5“the deer, the gazelle, the roe
deer, the wild goat, the mountain
goat,* the antelope, and the moun-
tain sheep.

6“And you may eat every animal
with cloven hooves, having the hoof
split into two parts, and that chews
the cud, among the animals.

7“Nevertheless, of those that
chew the cud or have cloven
hooves, you shall not eat, such as
these: the camel, the lhare, and the
rock hyrax; for they chew the cud
but do not have cloven hooves; they
are unclean for you.

8“Also the swine is unclean for
you, because it has cloven hooves,
yet does not chew the cud; you
shall not eat their flesh or touch
their dead carcasses.

9“These you may eat of all that
are in the waters: you may eat all
that have fins and scales.

10“And whatever does not have
fins and scales you shall not eat; it is
unclean for you.

11“All clean birds you may eat.
12“But these you shall not eat: the

eagle, the vulture, the buzzard,

and serve other gods,’ which you
have not known, neither you nor
your fathers,

7“of the gods of the people which
are all around you, near to you or far
off from you, from one end of the
earth to the other end of the earth,

8“you shall not consent to him or
listen to him, nor shall your eye
apity him, nor shall you spare him
or conceal him;

9“but you shall surely kill him;
your hand shall be first against him
to put him to bdeath, and afterward
the hand of all the people.

10“And you shall stone him with
stones until he dies, because he
sought to entice you away from the
LORD your God, who brought you
out of the land of Egypt, from the
house of bondage.

11“So all Israel shall hear and
cfear, and not again do such wicked-
ness as this among you.

Idolatrous cities to be judged
12“If you hear someone in one of

your cities, which the LORD your
God gives you to dwell in, saying,

13‘Corrupt men have gone out
from among you and enticed the in-
habitants of their city, saying, “Let
us go and serve other gods” ’—
which you have not known—

14“then you shall inquire, search
out, and ask diligently. And if it is
indeed true and certain that such an
abomination was committed among
you,

15“you shall surely strike the in-
habitants of that city with the edge
of the sword, utterly destroying it,
all that is in it and its livestock—
with the edge of the sword.

16“And you shall gather all its
plunder into the middle of the
street, and completely burn with fire
the city and all its plunder, for the
LORD your God. It shall be a heap
forever; it shall not be built again.

17“So none of the accursed things
shall remain in your hand, that the
LORD may turn from the fierceness of
His danger and show you mercy, have
compassion on you and multiply you,
just as He swore to your fathers,
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13“the red kite, the falcon, and
the kite after their kinds;

14“every raven after its kind;
15“the ostrich, the short-eared

owl, the sea gull, and the hawk after
their kinds;

16“the little owl, the screech owl,
the white owl,

17“the jackdaw, the carrion vul-
ture, the fisher owl,

18“the stork, the heron after its
kind, and the hoopoe and the bat.

19“Also every creeping thing that
flies is unclean for you; they shall
not be eaten.

20“You may eat all clean birds.
21“You shall not eat anything that

dies of itself; you may give it to the
alien who is within your gates, that
he may eat it, or you may sell it to a
foreigner; for you are a holy people to
the LORD your God. You shall not boil
a young goat in its mother’s milk.

22a“You shall truly tithe all the in-
crease of your grain that the field
produces year by year.

23“And you shall eat before the
LORD your God, in the bplace where
He chooses to make His name
abide, the tithe of your grain and
your new wine and your oil, of the
firstborn of your herds and your
flocks, that you may clearn to dfear
the LORD your God always.

24“But if the journey is too long
for you, so that you are not able to
carry the tithe, or if the place where
the LORD your God chooses to put
His name is too far from eyou, when
the LORD your God has blessed you,

25“then you shall exchange it for
money, take the money in your
hand, and go to the place which the
LORD your God chooses.

26“And you shall spend that mon-
ey for whatever your heart desires:
for oxen or sheep, for wine or simi-
lar drink, for whatever your heart
desires; you shall eat there before
the LORD your God, and you shall
frejoice, you and your household.

27“You shall not forsake the gLevite
who is within your gates, for he has
no part nor inheritance with you.

28h“At the end of every third year
you shall bring out the itithe of your
produce of that year and store it up
within your gates.
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29“And the Levite, because he

has no portion nor inheritance with
you, and the stranger and the fa-
therless and the widow who are
within your gates, may come and
eat and be satisfied, that the jLORD
your God may bless you in all the
work of your hand which you do.

Sabbatic year

15“AT the end of kevery seven
years you shall grant a re-

lease of debts.
2“And this is the form of the re-

lease: Every creditor who has lent
anything to his neighbor shall re-
lease it; he shall not require it of his
neighbor or his brother, because it
is called the LORD’S release.

3“Of a foreigner you may require
l it; but you shall give up your claim
to what is owed by your brother,

4“except when there may be no
poor among you; for the LORD will
greatly mbless you in the land which
the LORD your God is giving you to
possess as an inheritance—

5“only if you carefully obey the
voice of the LORD your God, to ob-
serve with care all these command-
ments which I command you today.

6“For the LORD your God will
bless you just as He promised you;
you shall lend to many nations, but
you shall not borrow; you shall
reign over many nations, but they
shall not reign over nyou.

7“If there is among you a poor
man of your brethren, within any of
the gates in your land which the
LORD your God is giving you, you
shall not harden your heart nor shut
your hand from your opoor brother,

8“but pyou shall open your hand
wide to him and willingly lend him
sufficient for his need, whatever he
needs.

9“Beware lest there be a wicked
thought in your heart, saying, ‘The
seventh year, the year of release, is
at hand,’ and your eye be evil
against your poor brother and you
give him nothing, and he qcry out to
the LORD against you, and it become
sin among you.

10“You shall surely give to him,
and your heart should not be grieved
when you rgive to him, because for



eat it before the LORD your God year
by year in the hplace which the
LORD chooses.

21“But if there is a idefect in it, if
it is lame or blind or has any serious
defect, you shall not sacrifice it to
the LORD your God.

22“You may eat it within your
gates; the unclean and the clean
person alike may eat it, as if it were
a gazelle or a deer.

23“Only you shall not eat its
blood; you shall pour it on the
ground like water.

The Passover

16 j“OBSERVE the month of
Abib, and keep the Passover

to the LORD your God, for in the
month of Abib the LORD your God
brought you out of Egypt by night.

2“Therefore you shall sacrifice
the Passover to the LORD your God,
from the flock and the herd, in the
kplace where the LORD chooses to
put His name.

3“You shall eat no lleavened bread
with it; mseven days you shall eat
unleavened bread with it, that is,
the bread of affliction (for you came
out of the land of Egypt in haste),
that you may nremember the day in
which you came out of the land of
Egypt all the days of your life.

4“And ono leaven shall be seen
among you in all your territory for
seven days, nor shall any of the
meat which you sacrifice the first
day at twilight remain overnight un-
til pmorning.

5“You may not sacrifice the
Passover within any of your gates
which the LORD your God gives you;

6“but at the place where the LORD
your God chooses to make His
name abide, there you shall sacrifice
the Passover at twilight, at the going
down of the sun, at the time you
came out of Egypt.

7“And you shall roast and eat it in
the place which the LORD your God

this thing the LORD your God will
bless you in all your works and in all
to which you put your hand.

11“For the apoor will never cease
from the land; therefore I command
you, saying, ‘You shall open your
hand wide to your brother, to your
poor and your needy, in your land.’

12b“If your brother, a Hebrew
man, or a Hebrew woman, is csold
to you and serves you six years,
then in the seventh year you shall
let him go free from you.

13“And when you send him away
free from you, you shall not let him
go away empty-handed;

14“you shall supply him liberally
from your flock, from your thresh-
ing floor, and from your winepress.
From what the LORD your God has
blessed you with, you shall give to
him.

15“You shall remember that you
were a slave in the land of Egypt,
and the LORD your God dredeemed
you; therefore I command you this
thing today.

The perpetual servant (Ps. 40:6–8)
16“And if it happens that he says

to you, ‘I will not go away from
you,’ because he loves you and your
house, since he prospers with you,

17“then you shall take an awl and
thrust it through his eear to the
door, and he shall be your servant
forever. Also to your ffemale servant
you shall do likewise.

18“It shall not seem hard to you
when you send him away free from
you; for he has been worth a double
hired servant in serving you six
years. Then the LORD your God will
bless you in all that you do.

19“All the firstborn males that
come from your herd and your flock
you shall gsanctify to the LORD your
God; you shall do no work with the
firstborn of your herd, nor shear the
firstborn of your flock.

20“You and your household shall
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chooses, and in the morning you
shall turn and go to your tents.

8“Six days you shall eat unleav-
ened bread, and on the seventh day
there shall be a sacred assembly to
the LORD your God. You shall do no
work on it.

The Feast of Weeks
9“You shall count seven weeks for

yourself; begin to count the seven
weeks from the time you begin to
put the sickle to the grain.

10“Then you shall keep the aFeast
of Weeks to the LORD your God with
the tribute of a freewill offering from
your hand, which you shall give bas
the LORD your God blesses you.

11“You shall rejoice before the
LORD your God, you and your son
and your daughter, your male ser-
vant and your female servant, the
Levite who is within your gates, the
stranger and the fatherless and
the widow who are among you, at
the place where the LORD your God
chooses to make His name abide.

12“And you shall remember that
you were a slave in Egypt, and you
shall be careful to observe these
statutes.

The Feast of Tabernacles
13“You shall observe the Feast of

Tabernacles seven days, when you
have gathered from your threshing
floor and from your winepress.

14“And you shall rejoice in your
feast, you and your son and your
daughter, your male servant and your
female servant and the Levite, the
stranger and the fatherless and the
widow, who are within your gates.

15c“Seven days you shall keep a
sacred feast to the LORD your God in
the place which the LORD chooses,
because the LORD your God will
bless you in all your produce and in
all the work of your hands, so that
you surely rejoice.

The gifts of the males
16d“Three times a year all your

males shall appear before the LORD
your God in the place which He
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chooses: at the Feast of Unleavened
Bread, at the Feast of Weeks, and at
the Feast of Tabernacles; and they
shall not appear before the LORD
empty-handed.

17“Every man shall give as he is
able, according to the blessing of
the LORD your God which He has
given you.

Judges in the gates
18“You shall appoint judges and

officers in all your gates, which the
LORD your God gives you, according
to your tribes, and they shall judge
the people with e just judgment.

19“You shall not pervert justice;
you shall not show partiality, nor
take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the
eyes of the wise and twists the
words of the righteous.

20“You shall follow what is alto-
gether just, that you may live and
inherit the land which the LORD
your God is giving you.

21“You shall not plant for yourself
any tree, as a wooden image, near
the altar which you build for your-
self to the LORD your God.

22“You shall not set up a sacred
pillar, which the LORD your God
hates.

Offerings must be unblemished

17“YOU shall not sacrifice to
the LORD your God a bull or

sheep which has any fblemish or
defect, for that is an abomination to
the LORD your God.

Idolators to be stoned
2“If there is found among you,

within any of your gates which the
LORD your God gives you, a man or
a woman who has been wicked in
the sight of the LORD your God, in
transgressing His covenant,

3“who has gone and served other
gods and worshiped them, either
the sun or moon or any of the host
of heaven, which I have not com-
manded,

4“and it is told you, and you hear
of it, then you shall inquire diligent-
ly. And if it is indeed true and cer-

16:21 wooden image. These were “groves” (Hebrew
asherim) devoted to the worship of Asherah, who was the

Babylonian goddess Ishtar, the Aphrodite of the Greeks,
the Venus of the Romans. See Judg. 2:13, note.



13“And all the people shall hear
and fear, and no longer act pre-
sumptuously.

Concerning a king
14“When you come to the land

which the LORD your God is giving
you, and possess it and dwell in it,
and say, j‘I will set a king over me
like all the nations that are around
me,’

15“you shall surely set a king over
you kwhom the LORD your God
chooses; one from among your
brethren you shall set as king over
you; you may not set a foreigner
over you, who is not your brother.

16“But he shall not multiply
horses for himself, nor cause the
people to return to Egypt to multiply
horses, for the LORD has said to you,
‘You shall not return that way again.’

17“Neither shall he multiply
wives for himself, lest lhis heart
turn away; nor shall he greatly mul-
tiply silver and mgold for himself.

18n“Also it shall be, when he sits
on the throne of his kingdom, that
he shall owrite for himself a copy of
this law in a book, from the one
pbefore the priests, the Levites.

19“And it shall be with him, and
he shall qread it all the days of his
life, that he may learn to rfear the
LORD his God and be careful to ob-
serve all the words of this law and
these statutes,

20“that his heart may not be lifted
above his brethren, that he may not
turn aside from the commandment
to the right hand or to the left, and
that he may sprolong his days in his
kingdom, he and his children in the
midst of Israel.

Portion for Levites and priests

18“THE priests, the Levites—
all the tribe of Levi—shall

have no part nor tinheritance with
Israel; they shall eat the offerings of
the LORD made by fire, and His por-
tion.

tain that such an abomination has
been committed in Israel,

5“then you shall bring out to your
gates that man or woman who has
committed that wicked thing, and
shall astone to bdeath that man or
woman with stones.

6“Whoever is deserving of death
shall be put to death on the testimo-
ny of two or three cwitnesses; he
shall not be put to death on the tes-
timony of one witness.

7“The hands of the witnesses
shall be the first against him to put
him to death, and afterward the
hands of all the people. So you shall
put away the evil from among dyou.

Obedience to authority
8“If a matter arises which is etoo

hard for you to judge, between de-
grees of guilt for bloodshed, be-
tween one judgment or another, or
between one punishment or anoth-
er, matters of controversy within
your gates, then you shall arise and
go up to the fplace which the LORD
your God chooses.

9“And gyou shall come to the
hpriests, the Levites, and to the
judge there in those days, and in-
quire of them; they shall pronounce
upon you the sentence of judgment.

10“You shall do according to the
sentence which they pronounce
upon you in that place which the
LORD chooses. And you shall be
careful to do according to all that
they order you.

11“According to the sentence of
the law in which they instruct you,
according to the judgment which
they tell you, you shall do; you shall
not turn aside to the right hand or
to the left from the sentence which
they pronounce upon you.

12“Now ithe man who acts pre-
sumptuously and will not heed the
priest who stands to minister there
before the LORD your God, or the
judge, that man shall die. So you
shall put away the evil from Israel.
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18:1 Levites. The Levites derive their name from the
fact that they were of the tribe of Levi. Levi had three sons:
Gershon, Kohath, and Merari (Gen. 46:11). Kohath’s
grandsons were Moses and Aaron through Amram (see Ex.
6:16–20; Num. 3:14–24; 1 Chr. 6:1–48). All true priests in

Israel were descendants of Aaron; hence they are known as
the Aaronic priesthood (Ex. 28:1ff.; 31:10; Lev. 8:2ff.;
9:1ff.; Num. 3:1–4). They did not, as other tribes, have a
definite portion of the land assigned them, but lived in var-
ious towns and cities (Josh. 21).



2“Therefore they shall have no in-
heritance among their brethren; the
LORD is their inheritance, as He said
to them.

3“And this shall be the priest’s
adue from the people, from those
who offer a sacrifice, whether it is
bull or sheep: they shall give to the
priest the shoulder, the cheeks, and
the stomach.

4“The firstfruits of your grain and
your new wine and your oil, and
the first of the fleece of your sheep,
you shall give him.

5“For the LORD your God has cho-
sen him out of all your tribes to
stand to minister in the name of the
LORD, him and his sons forever.

6“So if a Levite comes from any
of your gates, from where he dwells
among all Israel, and comes with all
the desire of his mind to the bplace
which the LORD chooses,

7“then he may serve in the name
of the LORD his God as all his
brethren the Levites do, who stand
there before the LORD.

8“They shall have equal portions
to eat, besides what comes from the
sale of his inheritance.

Spiritism forbidden
9“When you come into the land

which the LORD your God is giving
you, you shall not learn to follow
the cabominations of those nations.

10“There shall not be found
among you anyone who makes his
son or his daughter pass through
the fire, or one who practices witch-
craft, or a soothsayer, or one who
interprets omens, or a sorcerer,

11“or one who conjures spells, or
a medium, or a spiritist, or one who
calls up the dead.

12“For all who do these things are
an abomination to the LORD, and be-
cause of these abominations the
LORD your God drives them out
from before you.

13“You shall be blameless before
the LORD your God.

18:15

d Cp. Matt. 21:33-
44

18:16

e Ex. 20:18-19;
Deut. 5:23-27

18:17

f Deut. 5:28

18:18

g Deut. 34:10

h Num. 23:5; Is.
49:2

18:19

i Acts 3:23; Heb.
12:25

18:20

j Deut. 13:5; Jer.
14:14-15; cp.
Zech. 13:2-5

18:3

a Lev. 7:32-34;
Num. 18:11-12;
cp. 1 Sam. 2:13-
16,29

18:6

b Deut. 14:23

18:9

c Deut. 20:16-18

DEUTERONOMY 18:2–20 277
14“For these nations which you

will dispossess listened to soothsay-
ers and diviners; but as for you, the
LORD your God has not appointed
such for you.

The Great Prophet: Christ
15“The LORD your God will raise

up for you a Prophet like me from
your midst, from your brethren.
Him you shall dhear,

16e“according to all you desired of
the LORD your God in Horeb in the
day of the assembly, saying, ‘Let me
not hear again the voice of the LORD
my God, nor let me see this great
fire anymore, lest I die.’

17“And the LORD said to me:
‘What they have fspoken is good.

18‘I will raise up for them a
Prophet like gyou from among their
brethren, and will hput My words in
His mouth, and He shall speak to
them all that I command Him.

19 i‘And it shall be that whoever
will not hear My words, which He
speaks in My name, I will require it
of him.

Test of the prophets
20‘But the jprophet who presumes

to speak a word in My name, which
I have not commanded him to speak,

18:13 blameless. That is, upright, or sincere. Cp. Gen.
17:1; Matt. 5:48.

18:15 Prophet. That the allusion in vv. 15–19 is to the
Lord Jesus Christ is made clear by the NT (John 1:21,45;
6:14; Acts 3:22–23; 7:37).

18:10 PROSCRIBED PRACTICES 
OF SACRIFICE

This is an important passage concerning proscribed
practices of sacrifice, and of inquiry concerning the fu-
ture, which were followed by the heathen nations. The
item of sacrifice that is condemned had to do with the
worship of Molech (cp. Lev. 18:21; 20:2–5; Deut.
12:31; Jer. 19:5; Ezek. 16:21; 23:37).

The eight banned practices for determining future ac-
tions are those of (1) witchcraft; (2) a soothsayer—pos-
sibly referring to conjuring or astrology; (3) one who in-
terprets omens; (4) a sorcerer—one who makes use of
magic formulas or incantation; (5) one who conjures
spells; (6) a medium—see (7); (7) a spiritist, often used
with (6)—Is. 8:19 describes the practice; and (8) one
who calls up the dead.

Two things should be kept in mind: (1) this com-
mandment had specific application to Israel’s entering
the land; it was made to preserve them from the abom-
inations of their predecessors (vv. 9,12,14); and (2) the
contrast between these false prophets and the prophet
like Moses is clearly intended (vv. 15–19).



ing, ‘You shall separate three cities
for yourself.’

8“Now if the LORD your God fen-
larges your territory, as He swore to
your g fathers, and gives you the
land which He promised to give to
your fathers,

9“and if you keep all these com-
mandments and do them, which I
command you today, to love the
LORD your God and to walk always
in His ways, then you shall add
three more cities for yourself be-
sides these hthree,

10“lest iinnocent blood be shed in
the midst of your land which the
LORD your God is giving you as an
inheritance, and thus guilt of blood-
shed be upon you.

11“But if anyone jhates his neigh-
bor, lies in wait for him, rises
against him and strikes him mortal-
ly, so that he dies, and he flees to
one of these cities,

12“then the elders of his city shall
send and bring him from there, and
deliver him over to the hand of the
avenger of blood, that he may die.

13“Your eye shall not kpity him,
but you shall put away the guilt of
innocent blood from Israel, that it
may go well with you.

The sacred landmark
14“You shall not remove your

neighbor’s l landmark, which the
men of old have set, in your inheri-
tance which you will inherit in the
land that the LORD your God is giv-
ing you to possess.

Terror of the law
15“One witness shall not rise

against a man concerning any iniqui-
ty or any sin that he commits; by the
mouth of two or three mwitnesses
the matter shall be established.

16“If a nfalse witness rises against
any man to testify against him of
wrongdoing,

or awho speaks in the name of other
bgods, that prophet shall die.’

21“And if you say in your heart,
‘How shall we know the word
which the LORD has not spoken?’—

22“when a cprophet speaks in the
name of the LORD, if the thing does
not happen or come to pass, that is
the thing which the LORD has not
spoken; the prophet has spoken it
presumptuously; you shall not be
afraid of him.

Cities of refuge (Num. 35:1–34)

19“WHEN the LORD your God
has cut off the nations whose

land the LORD your God is giving
you, and you dispossess them and
dwell in their cities and in their
houses,

2d“you shall separate three cities
for yourself in the midst of your
land which the LORD your God is
giving you to possess.

3“You shall prepare roads for your-
self, and divide into three parts the
territory of your land which the LORD
your God is giving you to inherit,
that any manslayer may flee there.

4“And this is the case of the
manslayer who flees there, that he
may live: Whoever kills his neigh-
bor unintentionally, not having hat-
ed him in time past—

5“as when a man goes to the
woods with his neighbor to cut tim-
ber, and his hand swings a stroke
with the ax to cut down the tree,
and the head slips from the handle
and strikes his neighbor so that he
dies—he shall flee to one of these
cities and live;

6“lest the eavenger of blood,
while his anger is hot, pursue the
manslayer and overtake him, be-
cause the way is long, and kill him,
though he was not deserving of
death, since he had not hated the
victim in time past.

7“Therefore I command you, say-
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19:2 cities. The general command is given to set aside
six cities of refuge, three on each side of the Jordan River
(Num. 35:14). In Deut. 4:41–43, Moses sets aside three cit-
ies east of the Jordan (Bezer, Ramoth, and Golan, v. 43)
prior to the conquest of Canaan. Joshua 20 records the law
of the cities of refuge and tells of the assignment by Joshua
of three cities west of the river (Kedesh, Shechem, and Kir-

jath Arba, v. 7). Here, too, reassignment of the three cities
on the other side of the Jordan is recorded (v. 8). The law of
the cities of refuge is recounted in detail here in Deut.
19:1–13, and they are alluded to in Ex. 21:13.

The cities of refuge are illustrative of Christ sheltering
the sinner from judgment (Rom. 8:1,33–34; Heb. 6:17–20;
cp. Ps. 46:1; 142:5).



17“then both men in the contro-
versy shall stand before the LORD,
before the priests and the a judges
who serve in those days.

18“And the judges shall make
careful inquiry, and indeed, if the
witness is a false witness, who has
testified falsely against his brother,

19“then you shall do to him as he
thought to have done to his brother;
so you shall put away the evil from
among you.

20“And those who remain shall
hear and bfear, and hereafter they
shall not again commit such evil
among you.

21“Your eye shall not pity: c life
shall be for life, eye for eye, tooth for
tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.

Law of warfare

20“WHEN you go out to battle
against your enemies, and

see horses and dchariots and people
more numerous than you, do not be
eafraid of them; for the LORD your
God is with you, who brought fyou
up from the land of Egypt.

2“So it shall be, when you are on
the verge of battle, that the priest
shall approach and speak to the peo-
ple.

3“And he shall say to them, ‘Hear,
O Israel: Today you are on the verge
of battle with your enemies. Do not
let your heart faint, do not be afraid,
and do not tremble or be terrified
because of them;

4‘for the LORD your God is He
who goes with you, gto fight for you
against your enemies, to save you.’

5“Then the officers shall speak to
the people, saying: ‘What man is
there who has built a new house and
has not dedicated it? Let him go and
return to his house, lest he die in the
battle and another man dedicate it.

6‘Also what man is there who has
planted a vineyard and has not eat-
en of it? Let him go and return to
his house, lest he die in the battle
and another man eat of it.
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7‘And what man is there who is

betrothed to a hwoman and has not
married her? Let him go and return
to his house, lest he die in the battle
and another man marry her.’

8“The officers shall speak further
to the people, and say, ‘What man is
there who is fearful and faintheart-
ed? Let him go and return to his
house, lest the heart of his brethren
faint* like his heart.’

9“And so it shall be, when the offi-
cers have finished speaking to the
people, that they shall make captains
of the armies to lead the people.

10“When you go near a city to
fight against it, ithen jproclaim an
offer of peace to it.

11“And it shall be that if they ac-
cept your offer of peace, and open
to you, then all the people who are
found in it shall be placed under
tribute to you, and serve you.

12“Now if the city will not make
peace with you, but makes war
against you, then you shall besiege it.

13“And when the LORD your God
delivers it into your hands, kyou
shall strike every male in it with the
edge of the sword.

14“But the women, the little
ones, the llivestock, and all that is
in the city, all its spoil, you shall
plunder for yourself; and you shall
eat the enemies’ plunder which the
LORD your God gives you.

15“Thus you shall do to all the cit-
ies which are very far from you,
which are not of the cities of these
nations.

16“But of the cities of mthese peo-
ples which the LORD your God gives
you as an inheritance, you shall let
nothing that breathes remain alive,

17“but you shall utterly destroy
them: the Hittite and the Amorite
and the Canaanite and the Perizzite
and the Hivite and the Jebusite, just
*20:8 Following Masoretic Text and Targum;
Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint, Syriac, and
Vulgate read lest he make his brother’s heart faint.

20:17 Hittite. Until the twentieth century the Hittites
were unknown apart from the Bible. This once puzzling
reference to them has, however, been illuminated by the
findings of archaeology. From Egyptian monuments (Tell
el-Amarna Tablets) and the Assyrian texts, it has been

shown that these were the Kheta or Hatti. Expeditions in
the first dozen years of this century have revealed that Bog-
haz-koi in Asia Minor (east of Ankara, Turkey) was the cap-
ital of the Hittite Empire. Periods of Hittite prominence:
about 2000–1800 B.C. and about 1400–1200 B.C.



blood to the charge of Your people Is-
rael.’ And atonement shall be provid-
ed on their behalf for the blood.

9“So you shall put away the guilt
of innocent blood from among you
when you do what is right in the
sight of the LORD.

Domestic regulations
10“When you go out to war

against your enemies, and the LORD
your God delivers them into your
hand, and you take them captive,

11“and you see among the captives
a beautiful woman, and desire her
and would take her for your hwife,

12“then you shall bring her home
to your house, and she shall ishave
her head and trim her nails.

13“She shall put off the clothes of
her captivity, remain in your house,
and mourn her father and her moth-
er a full month; after that you may
go in to her and be her husband,
and she shall be your wife.

14“And it shall be, if you have no
delight in her, then you shall set her
jfree, but you certainly shall not sell
her for money; you shall not treat
her brutally, because you have hum-
bled her.

15“If a man has two wives, one
loved and the other kunloved, and
they have borne him children, both
the loved and the unloved, and if
the firstborn son is of her who is
unloved,

16“then it shall be, on the day he
bequeaths his possessions to his
sons, that he must not bestow first-
born status on the son of the loved
wife in preference to the son of the
unloved, the true firstborn.

17“But he shall lacknowledge the
son of the unloved wife as the first-
born by giving him a double portion
of all that he has, for he is the be-
ginning of his mstrength; the nright
of the firstborn is his.

A disobedient son under law
(cp. Luke 15:11–23)

18“If a man has a stubborn and re-
bellious son who will not obey the
voice of his father or the voice of his
mother, and who, when they have
chastened him, will not heed them,

19“then his father and his mother

as the LORD your God has com-
manded you,

18“lest they teach you to do ac-
cording to all their aabominations
which they have done for their
gods, and you bsin against the LORD
your God.

19“When you besiege a city for a
long time, while making war against
it to take it, you shall not destroy its
ctrees by wielding an ax against
them; if you can eat of them, do not
cut them down to use in the siege,
for the tree of the field is man’s food.

20“Only the trees which you
know are not trees for food you may
destroy and cut down, to build siege-
works against the city that makes
war with you, until it is subdued.

Inquest for the slain

21“IF anyone is found slain, ly-
ing in the field in the land

which the LORD your God is giving
you to possess, and it is not known
who killed him,

2“then your elders and your
judges shall go out and measure the
distance from the slain man to the
surrounding cities.

3“And it shall be that the elders of
the city nearest to the slain man
will take a heifer which has not
been worked and which has not
pulled with a dyoke.

4“The elders of that city shall
bring the heifer down to a valley
with flowing water, which is nei-
ther plowed nor sown, and they
shall break the heifer’s neck there
in the valley.

5“Then the priests, the sons of
Levi, shall come near, for the LORD
your God has chosen them to minis-
ter to Him and to bless in the name
of the LORD; by their word every
controversy and every assault shall
be settled.

6“And all the elders of that city
nearest to the slain man shall wash
their hands over the heifer whose
neck was broken in the valley.

7“Then they shall answer and say,
‘Our hands have not shed this
blood, nor have our eyes seen it.

8‘Provide eatonement, O LORD, for
Your people Israel, whom You have
fredeemed, and do not lay ginnocent
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shall take hold of him and bring him
out to the elders of his city, to the
gate of his city.

20“And they shall say to the el-
ders of his city, ‘This son of ours is
stubborn and rebellious; he will not
obey our voice; he is a glutton and a
drunkard.’

21“Then all the men of his city
shall stone him to death with
astones; so you shall put away the
evil from among you, and all Israel
shall hear and bfear.

22“If a man has committed a sin
deserving of cdeath, and he is put to
death, and you hang him on a tree,

23d“his body shall not remain
overnight on the tree, but you shall
surely bury him that day, so that you
do not defile the land which the
LORD your God is giving you as an
inheritance; for he who is hanged is
eaccursed of God.

Law of brotherhood

22“YOU fshall not see your
brother’s ox or his sheep go-

ing astray, and hide yourself from
them; you shall certainly bring them
back to your brother.

2“And if your brother is not near
you, or if you do not know him,
then you shall bring it to your own
house, and it shall remain with you
until your brother seeks it; then you
shall restore it to him.

3“You shall do the same with his
donkey, and so shall you do with his
garment; with any lost thing of your
brother’s, which he has lost and you
have found, you shall do likewise;
you must not hide yourself.

4“You gshall not see your broth-
er’s donkey or his ox fall down
along the road, and hide yourself
from them; you shall surely help
him lift them up again.

5“A woman shall not wear any-
thing that pertains to a man, nor
shall a man put on a woman’s gar-
ment, for all who do so are an
abomination to the LORD your God.

6“If a bird’s nest happens to be be-
fore you along the way, in any tree
or on the ground, with young ones
or eggs, with the mother sitting on
the young or on the eggs, hyou shall
not take the mother with the young;
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7“you shall surely let the mother

go, and take the young for yourself,
that it may be well with you and
that you may prolong your days.

8“When you build a new house,
then you shall make a parapet for
your roof, that you may not bring
guilt of bloodshed on your house-
hold if anyone falls from it.

Law of separation
9 i“You shall not sow your vine-

yard with different kinds of seed,
lest the yield of the seed which you
have sown and the fruit of your
vineyard be defiled.

10 j“You shall not plow with an ox
and a donkey ktogether.

11 l“You shall not wear a garment
of different sorts, such as wool and
linen mixed together.

12“You shall make mtassels on the
four corners of the clothing with
which you cover yourself.

Innocent wife
13“If any man takes a wife, and

goes in to her, and ndetests her,
14“and charges her with shameful

conduct, and brings a bad name on
her, and says, ‘I took this woman,
and when I came to her I found she
was not a virgin,’

15“then the father and mother of
the young woman shall take and
bring out the evidence of the young
woman’s virginity to the elders of
the city at the gate.

16“And the young woman’s father
shall say to the elders, ‘I gave my
daughter to this man as wife, and he
detests her.

17‘Now he has charged her with
shameful conduct, saying, “I found
your daughter was not a virgin,”
and yet these are the evidences of
my daughter’s virginity.’ And they
shall spread the cloth before the el-
ders of the city.

18“Then the elders of that city
shall take that man and punish him;

19“and they shall fine him one
hundred oshekels of silver and give
them to the father of the young
woman, because he has brought a
bad name on a virgin of Israel. And
she shall be his wife; he cannot pdi-
vorce her all his days.



her shall give to the young woman’s
father gfifty hshekels of silver, and
she shall be his wife because he has
humbled her; he shall not be per-
mitted to divorce her all his days.

30“A man shall not take his father’s
iwife, nor uncover his father’s bed.

Regulations about certain people

23“HE who is emasculated by
crushing or mutilation shall

jnot enter the assembly of the LORD.
2“One of illegitimate birth shall

not enter the assembly of the LORD;
even to the tenth generation none
of his descendants shall enter the
assembly of the LORD.

3“An kAmmonite or Moabite
shall not enter the assembly of the
LORD; even to the tenth generation
none of his descendants shall enter
the assembly of the LORD forever,

4 l“because they did not meet you
with bread and water on the road
when you came out of Egypt, and
mbecause they hired against you Ba-
laam the son of Beor from Pethor of
Mesopotamia,* to curse you.

5“Nevertheless the LORD your
God would not listen to Balaam, but
the LORD your God turned the curse
into a blessing for you, because the
LORD your God nloves you.

6o“You shall not seek their peace
nor their prosperity all your days
forever.

7“You shall not abhor an Edomite,
for he is your pbrother. You shall not
abhor an Egyptian, because you
were an alien in his land.

8“The children of the third gener-
ation born to them may enter the
assembly of the LORD.

Uncleanness forbidden
9“When the army goes out

against your enemies, then keep
yourself from every wicked thing.

20“But if the thing is true, and ev-
idences of virginity are not found
for the young woman,

21“then they shall bring out the
young woman to the door of her fa-
ther’s house, and the men of her city
shall stone her to death with astones,
because she has bdone a disgraceful
thing in Israel, to play the charlot in
her father’s house. So you shall put
away the evil from among you.

22“If a man is found lying with a
woman married to a dhusband, then
both of them shall edie—the man
that lay with the woman, and the
woman; so you shall put away the
evil from Israel.

23“If a young woman who is a vir-
gin is betrothed to a husband, and a
man finds her in the city and lies
with her,

24“then you shall bring them both
out to the gate of that city, and you
shall stone them to fdeath with
stones, the young woman because
she did not cry out in the city, and
the man because he humbled his
neighbor’s wife; so you shall put
away the evil from among you.

25“But if a man finds a betrothed
young woman in the countryside,
and the man forces her and lies
with her, then only the man who
lay with her shall die.

26“But you shall do nothing to the
young woman; there is in the young
woman no sin deserving of death,
for just as when a man rises against
his neighbor and kills him, even so
is this matter.

27“For he found her in the coun-
tryside, and the betrothed young
woman cried out, but there was no
one to save her.

28“If a man finds a young woman
who is a virgin, who is not be-
trothed, and he seizes her and lies
with her, and they are found out,

29“then the man who lay with
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*23:4 Hebrew Aram Naharaim

Ammonite: son of my parent. The people of the na-
tion who made war against Israel throughout their his-
tory. Located on the east side of the Jordan River.

Moabite: progeny of a father. The people of the nation
located east of the Dead Sea and south of the River
Arnon. They worshipped the god Chemosh. Ruth, a
Moabite, is listed in the genealogy of Jesus.

Balaam: destruction. A prophet hired by the king of
Moab to curse Israel.

Edom: red. The nation descended from Esau. Located
in the rough mountainous area south of Moab and
east of Arabah at the base of the Dead Sea. They had
frequent conflicts with the Israelites.



10“If there is any man among you
who becomes unclean by some oc-
currence in the night, then he shall
go outside the camp; he shall not
come inside the camp.

11“But it shall be, when evening
comes, that he shall wash with wa-
ter; and when the sun sets, he may
come into the camp.

12“Also you shall have a place
outside the camp, where you may
go out;

13“and you shall have an imple-
ment among your equipment, and
when you sit down outside, you
shall dig with it and turn and cover
your refuse.

14“For the LORD your God awalks
in the midst of your camp, to deliv-
er you and give your enemies over
to you; therefore your camp shall be
holy, that He may see no unclean
thing among you, and turn away
from you.

15“You shall not bgive back to his
master the slave who has escaped
from his master to you.

16“He may dwell with you in your
midst, in the place which he
chooses within one of your gates,
where it seems best to him; you
shall not coppress him.

17“There shall be no ritual dhar-
lot* of the daughters of Israel, or a
perverted* one of the sons of Israel.

18“You shall not bring the wages
of a harlot or the price of a dog to
the house of the LORD your God for
any vowed offering, for both of
these are an abomination to the
LORD your God.

19“You shall not charge einterest
to your brother—interest on money
or food or anything that is lent out
at interest.

20“To a foreigner you may charge
interest, but to your brother you shall
not charge interest, that the LORD
your God may bless you in all to
which you set your hand in the land
which you are entering to possess.

Instructions about vows
21“When you make a vow to the

LORD your God, you shall not delay
to pay it; for the LORD your God will
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surely require it of you, and it
would be sin to you.

22“But if you abstain from vow-
ing, it shall not be sin to you.

23 f“That which has gone from
your lips you shall keep and per-
form, for you voluntarily vowed to
the LORD your God what you have
promised with your mouth.

24“When you come into your
neighbor’s vineyard, you may eat
your fill of grapes at your pleasure,
but you shall not put any in your
container.

25“When you come into your
neighbor’s standing grain, gyou may
pluck the heads with your hand, but
you shall not use a sickle on your
neighbor’s standing grain.

Mosaic law of divorce

24“WHEN a man takes a wife
and marries her, and it hap-

pens that she finds no favor in his
eyes because he has found some un-
cleanness in her, and he writes her
a hcertificate of idivorce, puts it in
her hand, and sends her out of his
jhouse,

2“when she has departed from
his house, and kgoes and becomes
another man’s wife,

3“if the latter husband detests her
and writes her a certificate of di-
vorce, puts it in her hand, and
sends her out of his house, or if the
latter husband dies who took her as
his wife,

4“then her former husband who
divorced her must not take her back
to be his lwife after she has been
defiled; for that is an abomination
before the LORD, and you shall not
bring sin on the land which the
LORD your God is giving you as an
inheritance.

Further regulations of holiness 
and mercy

5“When a man has taken a new
wife, he shall not go out to war or
be charged with any business; he
shall be free at home mone year, and
*23:17 Hebrew qedeshah, feminine of qadesh (see
following note) * Hebrew qadesh, that is, one
practicing sodomy and prostitution in religious ritual

23:18 dog. A term used for a male prostitute, sodomite, or catamite. Lev. 18:22; 20:13.



there; therefore I command you to
do this thing.

19“When you kreap your harvest
in your field, and forget a sheaf in
the field, you shall not go back to
get it; it shall be for the stranger, the
fatherless, and the widow, that the
LORD your God may lbless you in all
the work of your hands.

20“When you beat your olive trees,
you shall not go over the boughs
again; it shall be for the stranger, the
fatherless, and the widow.

21“When you gather the grapes of
your vineyard, you shall not glean it
afterward; it shall be for the stranger,
the fatherless, and the widow.

22“And you shall remember that
you were a slave in the land of
Egypt; therefore I command you to
do this thing.

Forty stripes

25“IF there is a dispute be-
tween men, and they come

to court, that the mjudges may judge
them, and they justify the righteous
and condemn the wicked,

2“then it shall be, if the wicked
man ndeserves to be beaten, that
the judge will cause him to lie down
and be beaten in his presence, ac-
cording to his guilt, with a certain
number of blows.

3o“Forty blows he may give him
and no more, lest he should exceed
this and beat him with many blows
above these, and your brother be
humiliated in your sight.

4“You shall not muzzle an ox
while it treads out the pgrain.

Perpetuating a brother’s name
5“If brothers dwell together, and

one of them dies and has no qson,
the widow of the dead man shall
not be married to a stranger rout-
side the family; her husband’s
brother shall go in to her, take her
as his wife, and perform the duty of
a husband’s brother to her.

6“And it shall be that the first-
born son which she bears will suc-
ceed to the name of his dead broth-
er, that his name may not be blotted
out of Israel.

7“But if the man does not want to
take his brother’s wife, then let his

bring happiness to his wife whom
he has taken.

6“No man shall take the lower or
the upper millstone in apledge, for
he takes one’s living in pledge.

7b“If a man is found kidnapping
any of his brethren of the children
of Israel, and mistreats him or sells
him, then that kidnapper shall die;
and you shall put away the evil from
among you.

8“Take heed in an coutbreak of
leprosy, that you carefully observe
and do according to all that the
priests, the Levites, shall teach you;
just as I commanded them, so you
shall be careful to do.

9d“Remember what the LORD
your God did eto Miriam on the way
when you came out of Egypt!

10“When you flend your brother
anything, you shall not go into his
house to get his pledge.

11“You shall stand outside, and
the man to whom you lend shall
bring the pledge out to you.

12“And if the man is poor, you
shall not keep his pledge overnight.

13“You shall in any case greturn
the pledge to him again when the
sun goes down, that he may sleep in
his own garment and bless you; and
it shall be hrighteousness to you be-
fore the LORD your God.

14“You shall not ioppress a hired
servant who is poor and needy,
whether one of your brethren or
one of the aliens who is in your land
within your gates.

15“Each day you shall give him his
wages, and not let the sun go down
on it, for he is poor and has set his
heart on it; lest he cry out against
you to the LORD, and it be sin to you.

16“Fathers shall not be put to
death for their children, nor shall
children be put to death for their jfa-
thers; a person shall be put to death
for his own sin.

17“You shall not pervert justice due
the stranger or the fatherless, nor
take a widow’s garment as a pledge.

18“But you shall remember that
you were a slave in Egypt, and the
LORD your God redeemed you from
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Miriam: rebellion. Sister of Moses and Aaron.



brother’s wife go up to the agate to
the elders, and say, ‘My husband’s
brother refuses to raise up a name
to his brother in Israel; he will not
perform the duty of my husband’s
brother.’

8“Then the elders of his city shall
call him and speak to him. But if he
stands firm and says, b‘I do not want
to take her,’

9“then his brother’s wife shall
come to him in the presence of the
elders, cremove his sandal from his
foot, spit in his face, and answer
and say, ‘So shall it be done to the
man who will not dbuild up his
brother’s house.’

10“And his name shall be called
in Israel, ‘The house of him who
had his sandal removed.’

Severe punishments
11“If two men fight together, and

the wife of one draws near to rescue
her husband from the hand of the
one attacking him, and puts out her
hand and seizes him by the genitals,

12“then you shall cut off her
hand; your eye shall not pity her.

13“You shall not have in your bag
ediffering weights, a heavy and a
light.

14“You shall not have in your
house fdiffering measures, a large
and a small.

15“You shall have a perfect and
just weight, a perfect and just mea-
sure, gthat your days may be length-
ened in the land which the LORD
your God is giving you.

16“For hall who do such things, all
who behave unrighteously, are an
abomination to the LORD your God.

Amalek to be judged
17 i“Remember what Amalek did

to you on the way as you were com-
ing out of Egypt,

18“how he met you on the way
and attacked your rear ranks, all the
stragglers at your rear, when you
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were tired and weary; and he did
not fear God.

19“Therefore it shall be, when the
LORD your God has given you rest
from your enemies all around, in
the land which the LORD your God
is giving you to possess as an inher-
itance, that you will blot out the re-
membrance of Amalek from under
heaven. You shall not forget.

Law of the offering of firstfruits
(cp. Ex. 23:16–19)

26“AND it shall be, when you
come into the land which

the LORD your God is giving you as
an inheritance, and you possess it
and dwell in it,

2“that you shall take some of the
jfirst of all the produce of the ground,
which you shall bring from your land
that the LORD your God is giving you,
and put it in a basket and go to the
place where the LORD your God
chooses to make His name abide.

3“And you shall go to the one
who is priest in those days, and say
to him, ‘I declare today to the LORD
your* God that I have come to the
country which the LORD swore to
our fathers to give us.’

4“Then the priest shall take the
basket out of your hand and set it
down before the altar of the LORD
your God.

5“And you shall answer and ksay
before the LORD your God: ‘My fa-
ther was a lSyrian,* mabout to per-
ish, and he went down to Egypt and
dwelt there, nfew in number; and
there he became a nation, ogreat,
mighty, and populous.

6‘But the pEgyptians mistreated
us, afflicted us, and laid hard
bondage on us.

7q‘Then we cried out to the LORD
God of our fathers, and the LORD
heard our voice and looked on our
affliction and our labor and our op-
pression.

8‘So the rLORD brought us out of
Egypt with a mighty hand and with
an outstretched arm, with great ter-
ror and with signs and wonders.

9‘He has brought us to this place
and has given us this land, “a sland
flowing with milk and honey”;
*26:3 Septuagint reads my. *26:5 Or Aramean

Amalek: Also known as Amalekites. This nation was
an enemy of Israel. They fought the Israelites shortly
after they had left Egypt, but, in turn were defeated by
Israel with God’s help (Ex. 17:8–16). They remained
an enemy of Israel through the reign of David.



19“and that He will set you ehigh
above all nations which He has
made, in praise, in name, and in
honor, and that you may be a holy
people to the LORD your God, just as
He has spoken.”

III. Third Discourse: Blessings and
Curses for Obedience and

Disobedience, 27—28

The stones of the law in Mount Ebal

27NOW Moses, with the elders
of Israel, commanded the peo-

ple, saying: “Keep all the command-
ments which I command you today.

2“And it shall be, on the fday
when you cross over the Jordan to
the land which the LORD your God
is giving you, that you shall gset up
for yourselves large stones, and
whitewash them with lime.

3“You shall write on them all the
words of this law, when you have
crossed over, that you may enter the
land which the LORD your God is
giving you, ‘a land flowing with
milk and honey,’* just as the LORD
God of your fathers promised you.

4“Therefore it shall be, when you
have crossed over the Jordan, that
on Mount hEbal you shall set up
these stones, which I command you
today, and you shall whitewash
them with lime.

5 i“And there you shall build an al-
tar to the LORD your God, an altar of
stones; you shall not use an iron
tool on them.

6“You shall build with whole
stones the altar of the LORD your
God, and offer burnt offerings on it
to the LORD your God.

7“You shall offer peace offerings,
and shall eat there, and jrejoice be-
fore the LORD your God.

8“And you shall kwrite very plain-
ly on the stones all the words of this
law.”

Blessings and curses from
Ebal and Gerizim

9Then Moses and the priests, the
Levites, spoke to all Israel, saying,
“Take heed and listen, O Israel:

10‘and now, behold, I have
brought the firstfruits of the land
which you, O LORD, have given me.’
Then you shall set it before the
LORD your God, and worship before
the LORD your God.

11“So you shall rejoice in every
good thing which the LORD your
God has given to you and your
house, you and the Levite and the
stranger who is among you.

12“When you have afinished lay-
ing aside all the tithe of your in-
crease in the third year—the year of
tithing—and have given it to the Le-
vite, the stranger, the fatherless,
and the widow, so that they may eat
within your gates and be filled,

13“then you shall say before the
LORD your God: ‘I have removed the
holy tithe from my house, and also
have given them to the Levite, the
stranger, the fatherless, and the
widow, according to all Your com-
mandments which You have com-
manded me; I have not transgressed
Your commandments, nor have I
forgotten them.

14b ‘I have not eaten any of it
when in mourning, nor have I re-
moved any of it for an unclean use,
nor given any of it for the dead. I
have obeyed the voice of the LORD
my God, and have done according
to all that You have commanded me.

15‘Look down from Your holy
habitation, from heaven, and bless
Your people Israel and the land
which You have given us, just as
You swore to our fathers, “a land
flowing with milk and honey.” ’*

16“This day the LORD your God
commands you to observe these stat-
utes and judgments; therefore you
shall be careful to observe them with
all your heart and with all your soul.

17“Today you have proclaimed
the LORD to be your God, and that
you will walk in His ways and keep
His statutes, His commandments,
and His judgments, and that you
will cobey His voice.

18“Also today the LORD has dpro-
claimed you to be His special people,
just as He promised you, that you
should keep all His commandments,
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This day ayou have become the
bpeople of the LORD your God.

10“Therefore you shall obey the
voice of the LORD your God, and ob-
serve His commandments and His
statutes which I command you to-
day.”

11And Moses commanded the
people on the same day, saying,

12“These shall stand con Mount
Gerizim to bless the people, when
you have crossed over the Jordan:
Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Jo-
seph, and Benjamin;

13“and these shall stand don
Mount Ebal to curse: Reuben, Gad,
Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali.

14“And the eLevites shall speak
with a loud voice and say to all the
men of Israel:

15 f‘Cursed is the one who makes
a carved or molded image, an abom-
ination to the LORD, the work of the
hands of the craftsman, and sets it
up in secret.’

And all the people shall answer
and say, ‘Amen!’

16g‘Cursed is the one who treats
his father or his mother with con-
tempt.’

And all the people shall say,
‘Amen!’

17h‘Cursed is the one who moves
his neighbor’s landmark.’

And all the people shall say,
‘Amen!’

18‘Cursed is the one who makes
the blind to wander off the road.’

And all the people shall say,
‘Amen!’

19 i ‘Cursed is the one who per-
verts the j justice due the stranger,
the fatherless, and widow.’

And all the people shall say,
‘Amen!’

20‘Cursed is the one who lies
with his father’s wife, because he
has uncovered his father’s bed.’

And all the people shall say,
‘Amen!’

21k ‘Cursed is the one who lies
with any kind of animal.’

And all the people shall say,
‘Amen!’

22 l ‘Cursed is the one who lies
with his sister, the daughter of his
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father or the daughter of his moth-
er.’

And all the people shall say,
‘Amen!’

23m ‘Cursed is the one who lies
with his mother-in-law.’

And all the people shall say,
‘Amen!’

24n‘Cursed is the one who attacks
his neighbor secretly.’

And all the people shall say,
‘Amen!’

25o‘Cursed is the one who takes a
bribe to slay an innocent person.’

And all the people shall say,
‘Amen!’

26‘Cursed is the one who does
not confirm all the words of this
plaw by observing them.’

And all the people shall say,
‘Amen!’

Those things that bring blessing

28 q“NOW it shall come to pass,
if you diligently robey the

voice of the LORD your God, to ob-
serve carefully all His command-
ments which I command you today,
that the LORD your God will set you
shigh above all nations of the earth.

2“And all these blessings shall
come upon you and tovertake you,
because you obey the voice of the
LORD your God:

3“Blessed shall you be in the city,
and blessed shall you be in the
country.

4“Blessed shall be the fruit of
your body, the produce of your
ground and the increase of your
herds, the increase of your cattle
and the offspring of your flocks.

5“Blessed shall be your basket
and your kneading bowl.

6“Blessed shall you be when you
come in, and blessed shall you be
when you go out.

7“The LORD will cause your ene-
mies who rise against you to be de-
feated before your face; they shall
come out against you one way and
flee before you seven ways.

8“The LORD will ucommand the
blessing on you in your storehouses
and in all to which you set your
hand, and He will bless you in the

28:1 Chapters 28—29 are an integral part of the Palestinian Covenant that is announced in 30:1–9. See 30:3, note.



if you heed the commandments of
the LORD your God, which I com-
mand you today, and are careful to
observe them.

14“So you shall not turn aside
from any of the words which I com-
mand you this day, to the right or
the left, to go after other gods to
serve them.

Those things that bring a curse
15 f“But it shall come to pass, gif

you do not obey the voice of the
LORD your God, to observe carefully
all His commandments and His stat-
utes which I command you today,
that all these curses will come upon
you and overtake you:

16“Cursed shall you be in the city,
and cursed shall you be in the coun-
try.

17“Cursed shall be your basket
and your kneading bowl.

18“Cursed shall be the fruit of
your body and the produce of your
land, the increase of your cattle and
the offspring of your flocks.

land which the LORD your God is
giving you.

9“The LORD will establish you as a
holy people to Himself, just as He
has sworn to you, if you keep the
commandments of the LORD your
God and walk in His ways.

10“Then all peoples of the earth
shall see that you are acalled by the
name of the LORD, and they shall be
bafraid of you.

11“And the LORD will grant you
plenty of goods, in the fruit of your
body, in the increase of your live-
stock, and in the produce of your
ground, in the land of which the
LORD swore to your fathers to give
you.

12“The LORD will open to you His
good treasure, the heavens, to give
the crain to your land in its season,
and to bless all the work of your
hand. You shall lend to many na-
tions, but you shall not dborrow.

13“And the LORD will make you
the ehead and not the tail; you shall
be above only, and not be beneath,
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28:1 BLESSINGS AND CURSES

This list of blessings and curses is similar to the one in Leviticus 26; however this one gives more specific details.

God’s Blessings on Israel God’s Curses on Israel
Cities and farms will be successful (28:3) Cities and farms will fail (28:16)
They will produce many children (28:4) There won’t be enough to eat (28:17,52)
They will harvest large crops (28:4) They will produce few children (28:18)
Their livestock will have many young (28:4) Their harvests will be small (28:18)
They will have plenty to eat (28:5) Their livestock will have few young (28:18)
Their daily work will succeed (28:6) Their efforts will be confused (28:19,20,28)
They will be able to defeat their enemies (28:10) They will suffer terrible diseases with no cure: fever, 
They will be God’s own special people (28:10) swelling, pain, oozing sores, crusty patches on skin, 
Rain will come at the right times (28:12) boils (28:21,22,27,35)
They will have plenty of money to lend to others (28:12) There will be drought with dust and sandstorms (28:24)
Their nation will be a leader among nations (28:13) They will be defeated by their enemies and scattered 
Their nation will be wealthy and powerful (28:13) across the land (28:25)

Birds and animals will eat the people’s dead bodies (28:26)
They will experience insanity, blindness, and confusion 

(28:28,34)
Their plans for their normal activities of life will be 

shattered (28:30)
Their children will be taken as captives by foreigners 

(28:32,41)
Locusts will destroy their crops and trees (28:38,42)
They will be a source of gossip in other lands (28:37)
Worms will eat the vines in their vineyards (28:39)
Olive trees won’t bear fruit (28:40)
The nation will be weak and a follower (28:43)
They will have to borrow money (28:44)



19“Cursed shall you be when you
come in, and cursed shall you be
when you go out.

20“The LORD will send on you
acursing, bconfusion, and crebuke
in all that you set your hand to do,
until you are destroyed and until
you perish quickly, because of the
wickedness of your doings in which
you have forsaken Me.

21“The LORD will make the plague
cling to you until He has consumed
you from the land which you are go-
ing to possess.

22“The LORD will strike you with
consumption, with fever, with in-
flammation, with severe burning
fever, with the sword, with scorch-
ing, and with dmildew; they shall
pursue you until you perish.

23“And your heavens which are
over your head shall be bronze, and
the earth which is under you shall
be iron.

24“The LORD will change the rain
of your land to powder and dust;
from the heaven it shall come down
on you until you are destroyed.

25“The LORD will cause you to be
defeated before your enemies; you
shall go out one way against them
and flee seven ways before them;
and you shall become etroublesome
to all the kingdoms of the earth.

26“Your carcasses shall be food for
all the fbirds of the air and the
beasts of the earth, and no one shall
frighten them away.

27“The LORD will strike you with
the gboils of Egypt, with tumors,
with the scab, and with the itch,
from which you cannot be healed.

28“The LORD will strike you with
madness and blindness and confu-
sion of heart.

29“And you shall grope at noon-
day, as a blind man gropes in dark-
ness; you shall not prosper in your
ways; you shall be only oppressed
and plundered continually, and no
one shall save you.

30“You shall betroth a wife, but
another man shall lie with hher; you
shall build a house, but you shall not
dwell iin it; you shall plant a vine-
yard, but shall not gather its grapes.

31“Your ox shall be slaughtered
before your eyes, but you shall not
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eat of it; your donkey shall be vio-
lently taken away from before you,
and shall not be restored to you;
your sheep shall be given to your
enemies, and you shall have no one
to rescue them.

32“Your sons and your daughters
shall be given to janother people,
and your eyes shall look and fail
with longing for them all day long;
and there shall be no strength in
your khand.

33“A nation whom you have not
known shall eat the fruit of your
land and the produce of your labor,
and you shall be only oppressed and
crushed continually.

34“So you shall be driven mad be-
cause of the sight which your eyes
see.

35“The LORD will strike you in the
knees and on the legs with severe
lboils which cannot be healed, and
from the sole of your foot to the top
of your head.

36“The LORD will mbring you and
the king whom you set over you to a
nation which neither you nor your
fathers have known, and there you
shall serve other ngods—wood and
stone.

37“And you shall become oan as-
tonishment, a proverb, and a by-
word among all nations where the
LORD will drive you.

38“You shall carry much seed out
to the field but gather little pin, for
the qlocust shall consume it.

39“You shall plant vineyards and
tend them, but you shall neither
drink of the rwine nor gather the
grapes; for the worms shall eat them.

40“You shall have olive trees
throughout all your territory, but
you shall not anoint yourself with
the oil; for your olives shall drop off.

41“You shall beget sons and
daughters, but they shall not be
yours; for they shall go into captivity.

42“Locusts shall consume all your
trees and the produce of your land.

43“The alien who is among you
shall rise higher and higher above
you, and you shall come down low-
er and lower.

44“He shall lend to you, but you
shall not lend to him; he shall be
the shead, and you shall be the tail.



55“so that he will not give any of
them the flesh of his children
whom he will eat, because he has
nothing left in the siege and desper-
ate straits in which your enemy
shall distress you at all your gates.

56“The tender and delicate
woman among you, who would not
venture to set the sole of her foot
on the ground because of her deli-
cateness and sensitivity, will refuse*

to the husband of her bosom, and to
her son and her daughter,

57“her placenta which comes out
from between her feet and her chil-
dren whom she bears; for she will
eat them secretly for lack of every-
thing in the siege and desperate
straits in which your enemy shall
distress you at all your gates.

58“If iyou do not carefully observe
all the words of this law that are
written in this book, that you may
fear this jglorious and awesome
name, THE LORD YOUR GOD,

59“then the LORD will bring upon
you and your descendants extraor-
dinary plagues—great and pro-
longed plagues—and serious and
prolonged sicknesses.

60“Moreover He will bring back
on you all the diseases of Egypt, of
which you were afraid, and they
shall cling to you.

61“Also every sickness and every
plague, which is not written in this
Book of the Law, will the LORD bring
upon you until you are destroyed.

62“You shall be left few in num-
ber, whereas you were kas the stars
of heaven in multitude, because you
would not obey the voice of the
LORD your God.

World-wide dispersion
63“And it shall be, that just as the

LORD rejoiced over you to do you
good and multiply you, so the LORD
lwill rejoice over you to destroy you
and bring you to nothing; and you
shall be mplucked from off the land
which you go to possess.

64“Then the LORD will nscatter
you among all peoples, from one
end of the earth to the other, and

45“Moreover all these curses shall
come upon you and pursue and
overtake you, until you are de-
stroyed, because you did not obey
the voice of the LORD your God, to
keep His commandments and His
statutes which He commanded you.

46“And they shall be upon ayou
for a sign and a wonder, and on your
descendants forever.

47“Because you bdid not serve the
LORD your God with joy and glad-
ness of heart, for the abundance of
everything,

48“therefore you shall serve your
enemies, whom the LORD will send
against you, in chunger, in thirst, in
nakedness, and in need of every-
thing; and He dwill put a yoke of
iron on your neck until He has de-
stroyed you.

Invasion
49“The LORD will bring a enation

against you from afar, from the end
of the fearth, as swift as the eagle
flies, a nation whose language you
will not understand,

50“a nation of fierce countenance,
which does not respect the elderly
nor show favor to the gyoung.

51“And they shall eat the increase
of your livestock and the produce of
your land, until you are destroyed;
they shall not leave you grain or new
wine or oil, or the increase of your
cattle or the offspring of your flocks,
until they have destroyed you.

52“They shall besiege you at all
your gates until your high and forti-
fied walls, in which you trust, come
down throughout all your land; and
they shall besiege you at all your
gates throughout all your land which
the LORD your God has given you.

53“You shall eat the hfruit of your
own body, the flesh of your sons
and your daughters whom the LORD
your God has given you, in the siege
and desperate straits in which your
enemy shall distress you.

54“The sensitive and very refined
man among you will be hostile to-
ward his brother, toward the wife of
his bosom, and toward the rest of his
children whom he leaves behind,
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there you shall serve other gods,
which neither you nor your fathers
have known—wood and stone.

65“And aamong those nations you
shall find no rest, nor shall the sole
of your foot have a resting place; but
there the LORD will give you a trem-
bling heart, failing eyes, and an-
guish of soul.

66“Your life shall hang in doubt
before you; you shall fear day and
night, and have no assurance of life.

67“In the morning you shall say,
‘Oh, that it were evening!’ And at
evening you shall say, ‘Oh, that it
were morning!’ because of the fear
which terrifies your heart, and be-
cause of the sight which your eyes
see.

68“And the LORD will take you
back to Egypt in ships, by the way of
which I said to you, ‘You shall never
see it bagain.’ And there you shall
be offered for sale to your enemies
as male and female slaves, but no
one will buy you.”

IV. Fourth Discourse: The Palestinian
Covenant; Its Warnings and
Promised Blessings, 29—30

Review of the past

29THESE are the words of the
covenant which the LORD

commanded Moses to make with
the children of Israel in the land of
Moab, besides the ccovenant which
He made with them in Horeb.

2Now Moses called all Israel and
said to them: d“You have seen all
that the LORD did before your eyes in
the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to
all his servants and to all his land—

3“the great trials which your eyes
have seen, the signs, and those
great wonders.

4“Yet the eLORD has not given you
a heart to perceive and eyes to see
and ears to hear, to this very day.

5“And I have led you forty years in
the wilderness. Your clothes have not
worn out on you, and your sandals
have not worn out on your ffeet.

6“You have not eaten gbread, nor
have you drunk wine or similar
drink, that you may know that I am
the LORD your God.

7“And when you came to this
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place, Sihon king of Heshbon and Og
king of Bashan came out against us
to battle, and we hconquered them.

8“We took their land and gave it
as an inheritance to the Reubenites,
to the Gadites, and to half the tribe
of Manasseh.

Obedience will bring blessing
9“Therefore keep the words of

this covenant, and do them, that
you may prosper in all that you do.

10“All of you stand today before
the LORD your God: your leaders
and your tribes and your elders and
your officers, all the men of Israel,

11“your little ones and your
wives—also the stranger who is in
your camp, from the one who cuts
your wood to the one who draws
your water—

12“that you may enter into cov-
enant with the LORD your God, and
into His oath, which the LORD your
God makes with you today,

13“that He may establish you to-
day as a people for Himself, and that
He may be iGod to you, just as He
has spoken to you, and just as He
has sworn to your fathers, to Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob.

Warning against disobedience
14“I make this covenant and this

oath, not with you jalone,
15“but with him who stands here

with us today before the LORD our
God, as well as with him who is not
here with us today

16(for you know that we dwelt in
the land of Egypt and that we came
through the nations which you
passed by,

17and you saw their abominations
and their idols which were among
them—wood and stone and silver
and gold);

18“so that there may not be
among you man or woman or family
or tribe, whose heart turns away to-
day from the LORD our God, to go
and serve the gods of these nations,
and kthat there may not be among
you a root bearing lbitterness or
wormwood;

19“and so it may not happen,
when he hears the words of this
curse, that he blesses himself in his



was aroused against this land, to
bring on it every curse that is writ-
ten in this book.

28‘And the LORD fuprooted them
from their land in anger, in wrath,
and in great indignation, and cast
them into another land, as it is this
day.’

29“The secret things belong to
the LORD our God, but those things
which are grevealed belong to us
and to our children forever, that we
may do all the words of this law.

Restoration dependent on repentance

30“NOW it shall come to pass,
when all these things come

upon hyou, the iblessing and the
jcurse which I have set before you,
and you call them to mind among all
the nations where the kLORD your
God drives you,

2“and you lreturn to the LORD
your God and obey His voice, ac-
cording to all that I command you
today, you and your children, with
all your heart and with all your soul,

Sixth, or Palestinian Covenant
(v. 3, note; read also chs. 29–-30)
3m“that the LORD your God will

bring you back from captivity, and
have compassion on you, and ngath-
er you again from all the nations
where the LORD your God has scat-
tered you.

4“If any of you are driven out to
the farthest parts under heaven,
from there the LORD your God will
gather you, and ofrom there He will
bring you.

5“Then the LORD your God will
bring you to the land which your fa-
thers possessed, and you shall pos-

heart, saying, ‘I shall have peace,
even though I follow the dictates* of
my heart’—as though the drunkard
could be included with the sober.

20“The LORD would not spare
him; for then the anger of the LORD
and His jealousy would burn against
that man, and every curse that is
written in this book would settle on
him, and the LORD would blot out
his name from under heaven.

21“And the LORD would separate
him from all the tribes of Israel for
adversity, according to all the curses
of the covenant that are written in
this Book of the aLaw,

22“so that the coming generation
of your children who rise up after
you, and the foreigner who comes
from a far land, would say, when
they bsee the plagues of that land
and the sicknesses which the LORD
has laid on it:

23‘The cwhole land is brimstone,
salt, and burning; it is not sown, nor
does it bear, nor does any grass
grow there, dlike the overthrow of
Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah, and
Zeboiim, which the LORD overthrew
in His anger and His wrath.’

24“All nations would say, ‘Why
has the LORD done so to this land?
What does the heat of this great
eanger mean?’

25“Then people would say: ‘Be-
cause they have forsaken the cov-
enant of the LORD God of their fa-
thers, which He made with them
when He brought them out of the
land of Egypt;

26‘for they went and served other
gods and worshiped them, gods that
they did not know and that He had
not given to them.

27‘Then the anger of the LORD
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30:3 THE PALESTINIAN COVENANT

The Palestinian Covenant gives the conditions under which Israel entered the land of promise. It is important to see that
the nation has never as yet taken the land under the unconditional Abrahamic Covenant (see Gen. 12:2, note), nor has
it ever possessed the whole land (cp. Gen. 15:18 with Num. 34:1–12). The Palestinian Covenant is in seven parts:
(1) dispersion for disobedience, v. 1 (Deut. 28:63–68; see Gen. 15:18, note); (2) the future repentance of Israel while in
the dispersion, v. 2; (3) the return of the LORD, v. 3 (Amos 9:9–15; Acts 15:14–17); (4) restoration to the land, v. 5 (Is.
11:11–12; Jer. 23:3–8; Ezek. 37:21–25); (5) national conversion, v. 6 (Hos. 2:14–16; Rom. 11:26–27); (6) the judgment
of Israel’s oppressors, v. 7 (Is. 14:1–2; Joel 3:1–8; Matt. 25:31–46); and (7) national prosperity, v. 9 (Amos 9:11–15).

For notes on other major covenants, see: Edenic (Gen. 2:16); Adamic (Gen. 3:15); Noahic (Gen. 9:16); Abrahamic
(Gen. 12:2); Mosaic (Ex. 19:5); Davidic (2 Sam. 7:16); New (Heb. 8:8).



sess it. He will prosper you and mul-
tiply you more than your fathers.

6“And the aLORD your God will cir-
cumcise your heart and the heart of
your descendants, to love the LORD
your God with all your heart and
with all your soul, that you may live.

7“Also the LORD your God will put
all these bcurses on your enemies
and on those who hate you, who
persecuted you.

8“And you will cagain obey the
voice of the LORD and do all His
commandments which I command
you today.

9“The LORD your God will make
you abound in all the work of your
hand, in the fruit of your body, in
the increase of your livestock, and
in the produce of your land for
good. For the LORD will again dre-
joice over you for good as He re-
joiced over your fathers,

10“if you obey the voice of the
LORD your God, to keep His com-
mandments and His statutes which
are written in this Book of the Law,
and if you turn to the LORD your
God with all your heart and with all
your soul.

The crucial choice before them
11“For this commandment which

I command you today is not too
mysterious for you, nor is it far off.

12“It is not in heaven, that you
should say, ‘Who will ascend into
eheaven for us and bring it to us,
that we may hear it and do it?’

13“Nor is it beyond the sea, that
you should say, ‘Who will go over
the sea for us and bring it to us, that
we may hear it and do it?’

14“But the word is very near you,
in your fmouth and in your heart,
that you may do it.

15“See, I have set before you to-
day life and good, death and evil,

16“in that I command you today
to love the LORD your God, to walk
in His ways, and to keep His com-
mandments, His statutes, and His
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judgments, that you may live and
multiply; and the LORD your God
will bless you in the land which you
go to possess.

17“But if your heart turns away so
that you do not hear, and are drawn
away, and worship other gods and
serve them,

18“I announce to you today that
you shall surely perish; you shall not
prolong your days in the land which
you cross over the Jordan to go in
and possess.

19“I call heaven and earth as gwit-
nesses today against you, that I have
set before you life and death, bless-
ing and cursing; therefore choose
life, that both you and your descen-
dants may live;

20“that you may love the LORD
your God, that you may obey His
voice, and that you may hcling to
Him, for He is your i life and the
length of your days; and that you
may dwell in the land which the
LORD swore to your fathers, to Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.”

V. Conclusion: Final Words and Acts
of Moses, and His Death, 31—34

Moses’ last counsels to nations,
Joshua, and priests

31THEN Moses went and spoke
these words to all Israel.

2And he said to them: “I am one
jhundred and twenty years old to-
day. I can no longer kgo out and
come in. Also the LORD has said to
me, ‘You shall not cross over this
Jordan.’

3“The LORD your God Himself
crosses over before you; He will de-
stroy these nations from before you,
and you shall dispossess them.
lJoshua himself crosses over before
you, just as the LORD has said.

4“And the LORD will do to them
as He did to Sihon and Og, the kings
of the Amorites and their land,
when He destroyed them.

5“The LORD will give them over to

30:5 No passage of Scripture has found fuller confir-
mation in the events of history than Deut. 28—30. In A.D.
70 the Jewish nation was scattered throughout the world
because of disobedience and rejection of Christ. In world-
wide dispersion they experienced exactly the punish-

ments foretold by Moses. On the other hand, when the
nation walked in conformity with the will of God, it en-
joyed the blessing and protection of God. In the twentieth
century the exiled people began to be restored to their
homeland.



and presented themselves in the
tabernacle of meeting.

15Now the LORD appeared at the
tabernacle in a opillar of cloud, and
the pillar of cloud stood above the
door of the tabernacle.

16And the LORD said to Moses:
“Behold, you will rest with your fa-
thers; and this people will rise and
play the harlot with the gods of the
foreigners of the land, where they
go to be among them, and they will
forsake Me and break My covenant
which I have made with them.

17“Then My anger shall be
paroused against them in that day,
and I will forsake them, and I will
hide My face from them, and they
shall be devoured. And many evils
and troubles shall befall them, so
that they will say in that day, ‘Have
not these evils come upon us be-
cause our God is not among us?’

18“And I will surely hide My face
in that day because of all the evil
which they have done, in that they
have turned to other gods.

19“Now therefore, write down
this song for yourselves, and teach it
to the children of qIsrael; put it in
their mouths, that this song may be
a witness for Me against the chil-
dren of Israel.

20“When I have brought them to
the land flowing with milk and hon-
ey, of which I swore to their fathers,
and they have eaten and filled
themselves and rgrown fat, then
they will turn to other gods and
serve them; and they will provoke
Me and break My covenant.

21“Then it shall be, when many
evils and troubles have come upon
them, that this song will testify
against them as a witness; for it will
not be forgotten in the mouths of
their descendants, for I know the
inclination of their behavior today,
even before I have brought them to
the land of which I swore to give
them.”

22Therefore Moses wrote this
ssong the same day, and taught it to
the children of Israel.

23Then He inaugurated Joshua
the son of Nun, and said, “Be strong

you, that you may do to them aac-
cording to every commandment
which I have commanded you.

6b“Be strong and of good courage,
do not fear nor be afraid of them;
for the LORD your God, He is the
One who goes with you. cHe will
not leave you nor forsake you.”

7Then Moses called Joshua and
said to him in the sight of all dIsrael,
“Be strong and of good courage, for
you must go with this people to the
land which the LORD has sworn to
their fathers to give them, and you
shall cause them to inherit it.

8“And the LORD, He is the One
who goes before you. eHe will be
with you, He will not leave you nor
forsake you; do not fear nor be dis-
mayed.”

9So Moses wrote this law and fde-
livered it to the priests, the sons of
Levi, who gbore the ark of the cov-
enant of the LORD, and to all the el-
ders of Israel.

10And Moses commanded them,
saying: “At the end of every seven
years, at the appointed time in the
hyear of release, at the Feast of
Tabernacles,

11“when all Israel comes to iap-
pear before the LORD your God in
the jplace which He chooses, you
shall kread this law before all Israel
in their hearing.

12“Gather the people together,
men and women and little ones,
and the stranger who is within your
gates, that they may hear and that
they may learn to fear the LORD your
God and carefully observe all the
words of this law,

13“and that their children, who
have not known it, may hear and
learn to fear the LORD your God as
long as you live in the lland which
you cross the Jordan to possess.”

The LORD warns Moses of Israel’s
mapostasy

14Then the LORD said to Moses,
“Behold, the days approach when
you must die; call Joshua, and pre-
sent yourselves in the tabernacle of
meeting, that I may n inaugurate
him.” So Moses and Joshua went
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31:12 fear the LORD. ”The fear of the LORD” is an OT expression meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.



and of good courage; for you shall
bring the children of Israel into the
land of which I swore to them, and I
will be with you.”

24So it was, when Moses had com-
pleted writing the awords of this law
in a bbook, when they were finished,

25that Moses commanded the Le-
vites, who bore the ark of the cov-
enant of the LORD, saying:

26“Take this Book of the Law, and
put it beside the ark of the covenant
of the LORD your God, that it may
be there as a witness against you;

27“for I know your crebellion and
your dstiff neck. If today, while I am
yet alive with you, you have been
rebellious against the LORD, then
how much more after my death?

28“Gather to me all the elders of
your tribes, and your officers, that I
may speak these words in their
hearing and ecall heaven and earth
to witness against them.

29“For I fknow that after my death
you will become utterly corrupt, and
gturn aside from the way which I
have commanded you. And evil will
befall you in the h latter days, be-
cause you will do evil in the sight of
the LORD, to provoke Him to anger
through the work of your hands.”

30Then Moses spoke in the hearing
of all the assembly of Israel the words
of this song until they were ended:

Song of Moses

32“GIVE ear, O heavens, and I
will speak;

And hear, O iearth, the words
of my mouth.
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2 Let jmy teaching drop as the

rain,
My speech distill as the dew,
As raindrops on the tender

herb,
And as showers on the grass.

3 For I kproclaim the lname of
the LORD:

Ascribe greatness to our God.
4 He is the mRock, His work is

perfect;
For all His ways are n justice,
A God of otruth and without

injustice;
Righteous and upright is He.

5“They have pcorrupted
themselves;

They are not His children,
Because of their qblemish:
A perverse and crooked

generation.

God’s selection and protection
6 Do you thus deal with the

LORD,
O foolish and unwise people?
Is He not your rFather, who

bought you?
Has He not made you and

established you?
7“Remembers the days of old,

Consider the years of many
generations.

tAsk your father, and he will
show you;

Your elders, and they will tell
you:

8 When the Most High udivided
their vinheritance to the
nations,

31:24 MOSES: THE AUTHOR OF DEUTERONOMY

Certain critics have denied the Mosaic authorship of Deuteronomy. (1) They point out its difference of style from the
preceding books. (2) They declare that it must be the book found by Josiah which led to his great reform (2 Kin. 22:8—
23:27), alleging that Josiah’s destruction of the high places, centralizing worship at Jerusalem, was entirely new and
was based on Deut. 12. And (3) they say that the laws of Deuteronomy differ at certain points from those of the first
four books of the Pentateuch.

There are answers to these objections. (1) The difference of style is easily explained by the fact that Deuteronomy
consists of formal addresses and exhortations orally delivered by Moses, and these would naturally be in a style dis-
similar to written narrative and technical law. (2) Josiah’s centralization of worship was not new. Hezekiah had insti-
tuted a similar reform a century earlier, and Josh. 22 shows knowledge of the same law at the time of Joshua. And
(3) as for differences in laws between the earlier parts of the Pentateuch and Deuteronomy, these divergences may be
explained by the fact that it was necessary for Moses, not only to reiterate the general law applicable to the people un-
der all situations, but also to restate certain laws to fit the changed conditions of settled life scattered over the entire
land of Palestine. See notes at Ex. 17:14; Deut. 34:12.



And you drank wine, the blood
of the grapes.

Danger of apostasy and judgment
15“But Jeshurun grew fat and

kicked;
You grew fat, you grew thick,
You are obese!
Then he forsook God who

made him,
And scornfully esteemed the

Rock of his salvation.
16 They provoked Him to jealousy

with foreign gods;
With abominations they

provoked Him to anger.
17 They sacrificed to cdemons, not

to God,
To gods they did not know,
To new gods, new arrivals
That your fathers did not fear.

18 dOf the Rock who begot you,
you are unmindful,

And have forgotten the God
who fathered you.

19“Ande when the LORD saw it, He
spurned them,

Because of the provocation of
His sons and His daughters.

20 And He said: ‘I will hide My
face from them,

I will see what their end will be,
For they are a perverse

generation,
Children in whom is no faith.

21 They have provoked Me to
f jealousy by what is not
God;

They have moved Me to anger
by their foolish idols.

When He separated the sons of
Adam,

He set the boundaries of the
peoples

According to the number of the
children of Israel.

9 For the LORD’s portion is His
people;

Jacob is the place of His
inheritance.

10“He found him ain a desert land
And in the wasteland, a

howling wilderness;
He encircled him, He

instructed him,
He kept him as the bapple of

His eye.
11 As an eagle stirs up its nest,

Hovers over its young,
Spreading out its wings, taking

them up,
Carrying them on its wings,

12 So the LORD alone led him,
And there was no foreign god

with him.
13“He made him ride in the

heights of the earth,
That he might eat the produce

of the fields;
He made him draw honey from

the rock,
And oil from the flinty rock;

14 Curds from the cattle, and milk
of the flock,

With fat of lambs;
And rams of the breed of

Bashan, and goats,
With the choicest wheat;
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32:15 Jeshurun. Literally upright one. A poetical name for Israel, designating it under its ideal character.

32:1 SONGS OF THE BIBLE

Who sang: Occasion Reference
Moses and Miriam after crossing the Red Sea Exodus 15:1
Israelites upon reaching the well at Beer Numbers 21:17
Moses to help remember Israel’s history Deuteronomy 32
Deborah and Barak at the defeat of a Canaanite king Judges 5
Hannah upon presenting Samuel to the Lord 1 Samuel 2
David at his deliverance from his enemies and Saul 2 Samuel 22
Mary at her visit with Elizabeth Luke 1:46–55
Zechariah at the naming of his son, John Luke 1:68–79
Angels at the birth of Jesus Luke 2:13
Simon at seeing the Christ child Luke 2:29
Creatures and elders in heaven at the opening of the scroll Revelation 5:9; 19:1



But I will provoke them to
jealousy by those who are
not a nation;

I will move them to anger by a
foolish nation.

22 For a fire is kindled in My
anger,

And shall burn to the lowest
hell;

It shall consume the earth with
her increase,

And set on fire the foundations
of the mountains.

23 ‘ I will aheap disasters on them;
I will spend My arrows on

them.
24 They shall be wasted with

hunger,
Devoured by pestilence and

bitter destruction;
I will also send against them

the bteeth of beasts,
With the poison of serpents of

the dust.
25 The sword shall destroy

outside;
There shall be terror within
For the young man and virgin,
The nursing child with the man

of gray hairs.

Mercy and judgment
26 c I would have said, “I will dash

them in pieces,
I will make the memory of

them to cease from among
men,”

27 Had I not feared the wrath of
the enemy,

Lest their adversaries should
misunderstand,

Lest they should say, d“Our
hand is high;

And it is not the LORD who has
done all this.” ’

28“For they are a nation void of
counsel,
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Nor is there any understanding

in them.
29 eOh, that they were wise, that

they understood this,
That they would consider their

flatter end!
30 How could one chase a

thousand,
And two put ten thousand to

flight,
Unless their Rock had gsold

them,
And the LORD had surrendered

them?
31 For their rock is not like our

Rock,
hEven our enemies themselves

being judges.
32 For their vine is of the vine of

Sodom
And of the fields of Gomorrah;
Their grapes are grapes of gall,
Their clusters are bitter.

33 Their wine is the poison of
serpents,

And the cruel venom of cobras.
34 ‘ Is this not laid up in store with

Me,
Sealed up among My treasures?

35 Vengeance is Mine, and
irecompense;

Their foot shall slip in due
time;

For the day of their calamity is
at hand,

And the things to come hasten
upon them.’

36“For the LORD will judge His
jpeople

And have compassion on His
servants,

When He sees that their power
is gone,

And there is no one remaining,
bond or free.

37 He will say: ‘Where are their
kgods,

32:22 hell. The Hebrew Sheol is, in the OT, the place
to which the dead go.

(1) Often, therefore, it is spoken of as the equivalent of
the grave, where all human activities cease; the terminus
toward which all human life moves (e.g. Gen. 42:38; Job
14:13; Ps. 88:3).

(2) To the man “under the sun,” the natural man, who of
necessity judges from appearances, Sheol seems no more
than the grave—the end and total cessation, not only of the

activities of life, but also of life itself (Eccl. 9:5,10). But 
(3) Scripture reveals Sheol as a place of sorrow (2 Sam.

22:6; Ps. 18:5; 116:3), into which the wicked are turned (Ps.
9:17), and where they are fully conscious (Is. 14:9–17; Ezek.
32:21). Compare Jon. 2:2; what the belly of the great fish was
to Jonah, Sheol is to those who are therein. The Sheol of the
OT and Hades of the NT are identical. See Luke 16:23, note.

32:36 have compassion. Literally repent. See Zech.
8:14, note.



this word you shall prolong your
days in the land which you cross
over the Jordan to possess.”

Moses ordered up Mount Nebo
48Then the LORD spoke to Moses

that very same day, saying:
49g“Go up this mountain of the

Abarim, Mount Nebo, which is in
the land of Moab, across from Jeri-
cho; view the land of Canaan,
which I give to the children of Isra-
el as a possession;

50“and die on the mountain
which you ascend, and be gathered
to your people, just has Aaron your
brother died on Mount Hor and was
gathered to his people;

51“because iyou trespassed
against Me among the children of
Israel at the waters of Meribah Ka-
desh, in the Wilderness of Zin, be-
cause you did not hallow Me in the
midst of the children of Israel.

52“Yet you shall jsee the land be-
fore you, though you shall not go
there, into the land which I am giv-
ing to the children of Israel.”

Moses blesses the tribes

33NOW this is the kblessing
with which Moses the man

of God blessed the children of Israel
before his death.

2And he said:

“The LORD came from lSinai,
And dawned on them from

mSeir;
He shone forth from nMount

Paran,
And He came with oten

thousands of saints;
From His right hand
Came a fiery law for them.

3 Yes, He loves the people;
All His saints are in Your hand;
They psit down at Your feet;
Everyone receives Your words.

4 qMoses commanded a law for us,
A heritage of the congregation

of Jacob.

The rock in which they sought
refuge?

38 Who ate the fat of their
sacrifices,

And drank the wine of their
drink offering?

Let them rise and help you,
And be your refuge.

39 ‘Now see that I, even aI, am He,
And there is no God besides

Me;
b I kill and I make alive;
I wound and I heal;
Nor is there any who can

deliver from My hand.
40 For I raise My hand to heaven,

And say, “As I live forever,
41 If I whet My glittering sword,

And My hand takes hold on
judgment,

I will render vengeance to My
cenemies,

And repay those who hate Me.
42 I will make My arrows drunk

with blood,
And My sword shall devour

flesh,
With the blood of the slain and

the captives,
From the heads of the leaders

of the enemy.” ’
43“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His

people;*
For He will avenge the blood of

His servants,
And render vengeance to His

adversaries;
He will provide atonement for

His land and His people.”
44So Moses came with d Joshua*

the son of Nun and spoke all the
words of this song in the hearing of
the people.

45Moses finished speaking all
these words to all Israel,

46and he said to them: “Set your
hearts on all the words which I tes-
tify among you today, which you
shall command your echildren to be
careful to observe—all the words of
this law.

47“For it is not a futile thing for
you, because it is your flife, and by
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*32:43 A Dead Sea Scroll fragment adds And let all
the gods (angels) worship Him (compare Septuagint
and Hebrews 1:6). *32:44 Hebrew Hoshea
(compare Numbers 13:8, 16)

32:37 sought refuge. Trust is the characteristic OT word
for the NT “faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the

OT, and is the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to take
refuge (Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps. 22:8).



5 And He was aKing in Jeshurun,
When the leaders of the people

were gathered,
All the tribes of Israel together.

6“Let bReuben live, and not die,
Nor let his men be few.”

7And this he said of cJudah:

“Hear, LORD, the voice of Judah,
And bring him to his people;
Let his hands be sufficient for

him,
And may You be a help against

his enemies.”
8And of dLevi he said:

“Let Your Thummim and Your
Urim be with Your holy
one,

eWhom You ftested at Massah,
And with whom You contended

at the waters of Meribah,
9 gWho says of his father and

mother,
‘ I have not seen them’;
Nor did he acknowledge his

brothers,
Or know his own children;
For they have observed Your

word
And kept Your covenant.

10 They shall teach Jacob Your
judgments,

And Israel Your law.
They shall put incense before

You,
And a whole burnt sacrifice on

Your altar.
11 Bless his substance, LORD,

And accept the work of his
hands;

Strike the loins of those who
rise against him,

And of those who hate him,
that they rise not again.”

12Of Benjamin he said:

“The beloved of the LORD shall
dwell in safety by Him,

Who shelters him all the day
long;
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And he shall dwell between His

shoulders.”
13And of hJoseph he said:

“Blessed of the LORD is his land,
With the precious things of

heaven, with the dew,
And the deep lying beneath,

14 With the precious fruits of the
sun,

With the precious produce of
the months,

15 With the best things of the
ancient mountains,

With the precious things of the
everlasting hills,

16 With the precious things of the
earth and its fullness,

And the favor of iHim who
dwelt in the bush.

Let the blessing come ‘on the
head of Joseph,

And on the crown of the head
of him who was separate
from his brothers.’

17 His glory is like a firstborn bull,
And his horns like the horns of

the wild ox;
Together with them
He shall push the peoples
To the ends of the earth;
They are the ten thousands of

Ephraim,
And they are the thousands of

Manasseh.”
18And of jZebulun he said:

“Rejoice, Zebulun, in your going
out,

And Issachar in your tents!
19 They shall kcall the peoples to

the mountain;
There they shall offer sacrifices

of righteousness;
For they shall partake of the

abundance of the seas
And of treasures hidden in the

sand.”
20And of Gad he said:

“Blessed is he who enlarges
Gad;

33:8 holy one. The usual Hebrew words rendered
“holy”’ are qadosh and qodesh, meaning set apart. Here,
and in Ps. 16:10; 86:2; 89:19; and 145:17, the Hebrew
chasid is employed, denoting kind, gracious or favored.
See notes at Zech. 8:3; Matt. 4:5; and Rev. 22:11.

33:17 horns. The words “horn” and “horns” (OT, qeren;
NT keras) are used in Scripture both literally and figuratively.
In the latter sense at least three meanings appear: (1) strength
in general (Deut. 33:17); (2) arrogant pride (Ps. 75:4–5); and
(3) political and military power (Dan. 8:20–21).



And the sword of your
majesty!

Your enemies shall submit to
you,

And you shall tread down their
high places.”

Moses views the land

34THEN Moses jwent up from
the plains of Moab to Mount

Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is
across from Jericho. And the LORD
kshowed him all the land of Gilead
as far as Dan,

2all Naphtali and the land of
Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land
of Judah as far as the lWestern Sea,*

3the mSouth, and the plain of the
Valley of Jericho, the city of palm
trees, as far as Zoar.

4Then the LORD said to him, “This
is the land of which I swore to give
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying,
‘I will give it to your descendants.’ I
have caused you to see it with your
eyes, but you shall not cross over
there.”

Death of Moses
5So Moses the nservant of the

LORD died there in the land of
Moab, according to the word of the
LORD.

6And He buried him in a valley in
the land of Moab, opposite Beth
Peor; but ono one knows his grave
to this day.

7Moses was one phundred and
twenty years old when he died. His
eyes were not dim nor his natural
vigor diminished.

8And the children of Israel wept
for Moses in the plains of Moab
qthirty days. So the rdays of weep-
ing and mourning for Moses ended.

Joshua succeeds Moses
9Now Joshua the son of Nun was

s full of the tspirit of wisdom, for
Moses had ulaid his hands on him;
so the children of Israel heeded
him, and did as the LORD had com-
manded Moses.

Moses extolled
10But since then there has not

arisen in Israel a prophet v like

He dwells as a lion,
And tears the arm and the

crown of his head.
21 He provided the first part for

himself,
Because a lawgiver’s portion

was reserved there.
He came with the heads of the

people;
He administered the a justice of

the LORD,
And His judgments with

Israel.”
22And of bDan he said:

“Dan is a lion’s whelp;
He shall leap from Bashan.”

23And of cNaphtali he said:

“O Naphtali, satisfied with
favor,

And full of the blessing of the
LORD,

Possess the west and the
south.”

24And of dAsher he said:

“Asher is most blessed of sons;
Let him be favored by his

brothers,
And let him dip his foot in oil.

25 Your sandals shall be iron and
bronze;

As your days, so shall your
strength be.

26“There is no one like the God of
Jeshurun,

Who erides the heavens to help
you,

And in His excellency on the
clouds.

27 The eternal God is your frefuge,
And underneath are the

everlasting arms;
He will thrust out the enemy

from before you,
And will say, ‘Destroy!’

28 Then gIsrael shall dwell in
safety,

The fountain of Jacob halone,
In a land of grain and new

wine;
His heavens shall also drop dew.

29 Happy are you, O Israel!
Who is like iyou, a people

saved by the LORD,
The shield of your help

34:1

j Deut. 32:49

k Israel (history):
vv. 1-5; Josh.
3:9. (Gen. 12:2;
Rom. 11:26,
note)

34:2

l Num. 34:6;
Deut. 11:24

34:3

m See Gen. 12:9,
note

34:5

n Num. 12:7

34:6

o Jude 9

34:7

p Deut. 31:2

34:8

q Gen. 50:3

r Cp. Num. 20:29

34:9

s Num. 27:18; cp.
Acts 6:5

t Holy Spirit (OT):
v. 9; Judg. 3:10.
(Gen. 1:2; Zech.
12:10, note)

u Num. 27:23; cp.
1 Tim. 4:14

34:10

v Deut. 18:15,18

33:21

a Josh. 4:12

33:22

b Gen. 49:16-17

33:23

c Gen. 49:21

33:24

d Gen. 49:20

33:26

e Ps. 68:33-34

33:27

f Ps. 91:2,9

33:28

g Jer. 23:6; 33:16

h Num. 23:9

33:29

i Deut. 4:32-34
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*34:2 That is, the Mediterranean



Moses, wwhom the LORD knew face
to face,

11in all the signs and wonders
which the LORD sent him to do in
the land of Egypt, before Pharaoh,

34:10

w Ex. 33:11; Num.
12:6,8
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before all his servants, and in all his
land,

12and by all that mighty power
and all the great terror which Moses
performed in the sight of all Israel.

34:12 In some printed texts of the Hebrew Bible the
Pentateuch is concluded after this verse with these words:
“Be strong! The five-fifths of the Law are completed. Praise
to God, great and fearful!”

34:12 The question has been raised whether Moses
wrote the account of his own death. Although it is entire-

ly possible that the LORD directed Joshua to add this ac-
count to what Moses had written, it is equally possible
that He may have led Moses to write it in advance, since
He had already revealed to him the manner and time of
his approaching death. See notes at Ex. 17:14; Deut.
31:24.



THE

H I S T O R I C A L  B O O K S
Background
The twelve historical books of the Old Testament (Joshua—Esther) are designated history in contrast with the rest of the
Old Testament described as law (Genesis—Deuteronomy), as poetry (Job—Song), and as prophecy (Isaiah—Malachi).
Divine laws, history, and prophecy as well as exhortation are found of course, throughout the Old Testament, the Ac-
curacy of the historical books, though questioned by some critics, has been confirmed repeatedly in modern times by
discoveries of extra-Biblical evidences.

The historical books relate the rise and fall of the theocracy, the captivities of Israel and Judah, the return to the
promised land (Genesis 15:18-21; Ezra 2:1), and the restoration of the Temple and the city of Jerusalem. Chronologi-
cally, the historical books reach to the time of Malachi. By contrast, the prophetic books foretell God's judgment upon
sin, exhort the people of each generation to faith and righteousness, and hold before even the disobedient nation Is-
rael the bright picture of future national restoration, glory, honor, and peace under the reign of their Messiah.

Divisions of the Books
The historical and prophetic program of Israel may be separated into eight divisions:

I. From the Call of Abraham to the Exodus (Genesis 12:1-Exodus 12:51; cp. Acts 7)
In this period the Abrahamic Covenant was given, partially fulfilled in the formation of Israel as a great nation. (It is be-
lieved that the events of the Book of Job occurred in this period and that the book documents the divine revelation and
the profound philosophic and religious thought of that day.)

II. From the Exodus to the Death of Joshua
In this period, in which the law was given to Israel, the history of Israel's deliverance from Egypt, her wilderness wan-
derings and the possession of the promised land are set forth in Exodus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, as well as in
portions of Leviticus. Moses, Aaron, and Joshua are the principal historical characters.

III. The Period of the Judges
This time period, from the death of Joshua to the choice of Saul, is unfolded in Judges, Ruth, and 1 Samuel 1:1—
10:24. Cycles of apostasy, divine judgment, repentance, and restoration characterize this span of time. A godly rem-
nant continued, however, as seen in Ruth. Israel was rescued from moral, spiritual, and political chaos by the Proph-
et Samuel who, as the last of the early prophets, inducted into office the first of the kings, Saul.

IV. The Period of the Kings
This time period from Saul to the captivities, is described in 1 Samuel 10:25—31:13, 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, and
1 and 2 Chronicles. The glory and power of the kingdom under David and Solomon declined during the divided king-
doms of Israel and Judah, and was accompanied by complete spiritual failure.

V. The Period of the Captivities
This time of divine chastisement, predicted by Moses and the prophets, is unfolded in Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezek-
iel, Daniel, and Esther. The captivity of Judah (586 B.C.) began the prophetically important "times of the Gentiles" (Luke
21:24) during which Jerusalem has been under Gentile control.

VI. The Period of Restoration through the Time of Christ
This period covers from the partial restoration of the nation of Israel to the death, resurrection, and ascension of Christ.
The inspired history of this period is found in Ezra, Nehemiah, and the prophetic writings of Haggai, Zechariah, and
Malachi in the Old Testament, and in the Gospels in the New Testament. Toward the end of this period Christ, the
promised King of the Davidic Covenant, and the Seed of the Adamic and Abrahamic Covenants, appeared, was re-
jected as King and Savior, was crucified, rose again from the dead, and ascended into heaven. These tremendous
events also marked the close of the sixty-nine prophetic weeks of Daniel 9:14-27.

VII. The Period of the Church
The period of the church covers the time from Pentecost to the rapture, during which Israel's national program is set
aside. Historically this is presented in The Acts and theologically in portions of the Gospels and in the Epistles. In the
early part of the period Jerusalem was destroyed (A.D. 70) and Israel began its third and final dispersion. During the
Church period, all national priorities and distinctions are in abeyance in the Church, both Jewish and Gentile believ-
ers being joined together with equal standing in the one body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 3:6).

VIII. Israel's Later History
This time period is given prophetically as beginning with the fulfillment of the seventieth week of Daniel 9:27, the lat-
ter half of which is the great tribulation (Daniel 12:1; Matthew 24:21). The tribulation will end at the second coming
of Christ in power and glory to judge the earth and reign over it for 1000 years, an epoch in which Israel will be re-
stored to a place of privilege and glory. At the close of the millennium, Israel will likewise have her part in the eternal
state, and will continue to illustrate the faithfulness and righteousness of God throughout eternity.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Joshua Conquering Canaan 14th Cent. B.C.

Background
Joshua records in part the military campaigns waged by Joshua in conquering the promised land and concludes with de-
tailed instructions for the division of the land among the tribes. It is the first Bible book to bear the name of its principal
character. As a young man Joshua served in the tabernacle (Exodus 33:11). He and Caleb were the two among the twelve
spies who brought back a favorable report (Numbers 14:6–9,30). Toward the end of the wanderings Moses was divinely
led to appoint Joshua as his successor as “a man in whom is the Spirit” (Numbers 27:18–23; Deuteronomy 1:38) who had
with Caleb “wholly followed the LORD” (Numbers 32:12).

God’s Relationship with Man
Israel entered Palestine with a promise of the land, the presence of the LORD, the law of the LORD, and the leadership of
Joshua. With all this they should have been successful everywhere, but disobedience led to defeat. The events recorded
here may cover as many as thirty years. The book illustrates the principle that the child of God will be involved in con-
flict with evil powers and with Satan himself if he earnestly undertakes to possess all that God has promised to him on this
earth (Ephesians 1:3; 6:10–18).

Types in Joshua
Joshua presents several types rich in meaning. See notes on the following passages for the typical significance of Joshua
(1:1); Passover (5:10); cities of refuge (20:5).

Outline
Joshua may be divided as follows:

I. Preparation for Entering Palestine 1:1—5:15
A. Moses Succeeded by Joshua 1:1–18
B. Rahab’s Assistance 2:1–24
C. Crossing the Jordan 3:1—4:24
D. New Generation Circumcised 5:1–15

II. The Conquest of the Land 6:1—12:24
A. Conquest of Jericho 6:1–27
B. Achan’s Sin and Israel’s Experience at Ai 7:1—8:35
C. Experience at Gibeon 9:1—10:15
D. Victory at Makkedah and Other Southern Cities 10:16–43
E. Northern Palestinian Campaign 11:1–23
F. Roster of Conquered Kings 12:1–24

III. The Allocation of Territories to the Tribes 13:1—22:34
IV. Joshua’s Final Message and Death 23:1—24:33

THE BOOK OF

J O S H U A



before you all the days of your life;
as I was with Moses, so gI will be
with you. I will not leave you nor
forsake you.

6“Be hstrong and of good courage,
for to this people you shall divide as
an inheritance the land which I
swore to their fathers to give them.

7“Only be strong and very coura-
geous, that you may observe to do
according to all the law which Mo-
ses My servant icommanded you;
do not j turn from it to the right
hand or to the left, that you may
prosper wherever you go.

8“This kBook of the Law shall not
depart from your mouth, but you
shall lmeditate in it day and night,
that you may observe to do accord-
ing to all that is written in it. For
then you will make your way pros-
perous, and then you will have good
success.

9“Have I not commanded you? Be
strong and of good courage; do not

I. Preparation for
Entering Palestine, 1—5

Joshua succeeds Moses
as Israel’s leader (Deut. 34:9)

1AFTER the death of aMoses the
servant of the LORD, it came to

pass that the LORD spoke to bJoshua
the cson of Nun, Moses’ assistant,
saying:

2“Moses My dservant is dead.
Now therefore, arise, go over this
Jordan, you and all this people, to
the land which I am giving to
them—the children of Israel.

3“Every place that the sole of
your foot will tread upon I have giv-
en you, eas I said to Moses.

4“From the wilderness and this
Lebanon as far as the great river, the
River Euphrates, all the land of the
fHittites, and to the Great Sea to-
ward the going down of the sun,
shall be your territory.

5“No man shall be able to stand

1:5

g Deut. 31:6-7;
Heb. 13:5

1:6

h Eph. 6:10; cp.
Phil. 4:13

1:7

i Josh. 11:15

j Deut. 5:32; cp.
1 Cor. 9:26-27

1:8

k Deut. 31:26;
Josh. 8:34

l Ps. 1:2-3; cp.
Deut. 17:18-20

1:1

a Deut. 34:5; cp.
Rev. 1:18

b Kingdom (OT):
vv. 1-5; Judg.
2:16. (Gen.
1:26; Zech.
12:8, note)

c Num. 13:16;
14:6,29-30,37-
38; Acts 7:45

1:2

d Num. 12:7

1:3

e Deut. 11:24

1:4

f See 2 Kin. 7:6,
note

304 JOSHUA 1:1–9

1:1 death of Moses. Approximately 1407 B.C. spoke to
Joshua. It is not certain just when the conquest of Palestine
occurred. Some Bible scholars think it began about 1407
B.C. Others state that it was much later. Joshua (meaning
Jehovah-Savior; see note at Gen. 2:4) is a type of Christ, the
Captain of our salvation (Heb. 2:10). The more important
points are: (1) He comes after Moses (John 1:17; Rom.
8:3–4; 10:4–5; Gal. 3:23–25). (2) He leads to victory (Rom.

8:37; 2 Cor. 1:10; 2:14). (3) He is our Advocate when we
have suffered defeat (1 John 2:1–2; cp. Josh. 7:5–9). And
(4) He allots our inheritance (Eph. 1:11,14; 4:7–11).

1:3 I have given. The law of appropriation. God gives,
but we must take.

1:6 land. The land had been promised to Abraham and
his seed (Gen. 12:6–7; 13:14–15; 15:18–21), and Moses had
been reminded of this. The promise was now to be fulfilled.

1:6 WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT: BE STRONG AND COURAGEOUS

The Bible repeatedly gives words of encouragement to humans no matter what they face. “Be of good courage,” “be
strong,” “be courageous” and other phrases are the words delivered by God and echoed by His people throughout
Biblical history.

Phrase Spoken by To Occasion Reference
Be strong and of good courage Moses Israelites Farewell address Deut. 31:6
Be strong and of good courage Moses Joshua Farewell address Deut. 31: 7,23
Be strong and of good courage God Joshua Joshua becomes a leader Josh. 1:6,9
Be strong and very courageous God Joshua Joshua becomes a leader Josh. 1:7
Be strong and of good courage Israelites Joshua Joshua becomes a leader Josh. 1:18
Be strong and of good courage Joshua Army Seizing five kings at Makkedah Josh. 10:25
Be strong and of good courage David Solomon Command to build the temple 1 Chr. 22:13; 

28:20
Behave courageously Jehoshaphat Judges of Israel Implementing judicial reform 2 Chr. 19:11
Be strong and courageous Hezekiah Military captains Enemy invades Judah 2 Chr. 32:7
Be of good cheer Jesus Disciples Jesus walks on water Matt. 14:27; 

Mark 6:50
Be of good cheer God Paul Paul before the Sanhedrin Acts 23:11
Be brave, be strong Paul Corinthian church Close of his letter 1 Cor. 16:13

See also 1 Chronicles 22:13, note.



be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the
LORD your God is with you wherev-
er you go.”

Joshua assumes command
10Then Joshua commanded the

officers of the people, saying,
11“Pass through the camp and

command the people, saying, ‘Pre-
pare provisions for yourselves, for
within three days you will cross
over this Jordan, to go in to possess
the land which the LORD your God
is giving you to possess.’ ”

12And to the Reubenites, the Gad-
ites, and half the tribe of Manasseh
Joshua spoke, saying,

13“Remember the aword which
Moses the servant of the LORD com-
manded you, saying, ‘The LORD your
God is giving you rest and is giving
you this land.’

14“Your wives, your little ones,
and your livestock shall remain in
the land which Moses gave you on
this side of the Jordan. But you shall
pass before your brethren armed, all
your mighty men of valor, and help
them,

15“until the LORD has given your
brethren rest, as He gave you, and
they also have taken possession of
the land which the LORD your God
is giving them. Then you shall bre-
turn to the land of your possession
and enjoy it, which Moses the
LORD’S servant gave you on this side
of the Jordan toward the sunrise.”

16So they answered Joshua, say-
ing, “All that you command us we
will do, and wherever you send us
we will go.

17“Just as we heeded Moses in all

1:17

c Cp. Num. 27:20

2:1

d Num. 25:1;
Josh. 3:1

e James 2:25

2:4

f Josh. 6:17; cp.
2 Sam. 17:19

1:13

a Deut. 3:18-20

1:15

b Josh. 22:1-4
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things, so we will cheed you. Only
the LORD your God be with you, as
He was with Moses.

18“Whoever rebels against your
command and does not heed your
words, in all that you command
him, shall be put to death. Only be
strong and of good courage.”

Rahab shelters spies

2NOW Joshua the son of Nun
sent out two men from dAcacia

Grove* to spy secretly, saying, “Go,
view the land, especially Jericho.”
So they went, and came to the
house of a harlot named eRahab,
and lodged there.

2And it was told the king of Jeri-
cho, saying, “Behold, men have
come here tonight from the children
of Israel to search out the country.”

3So the king of Jericho sent to Ra-
hab, saying, “Bring out the men
who have come to you, who have
entered your house, for they have
come to search out all the country.”

4Then the woman took the two
men and fhid them. So she said,
“Yes, the men came to me, but I did
not know where they were from.

5“And it happened as the gate was
being shut, when it was dark, that
the men went out. Where the men
went I do not know; pursue them
quickly, for you may overtake them.”

6(But she had brought them up to
the roof and hidden them with the
stalks of flax, which she had laid in
order on the roof.)

7Then the men pursued them by
the road to the Jordan, to the fords.
*2:1 Hebrew Shittim

Jordan: flowing down. The river that runs from north
of the Sea of Galilee to the Dead Sea and is central to
the history of Israel.

Jericho: fragrant place. The first city to be destroyed in
the Promised Land. The Israelites captured the city by
marching around it for seven days thus causing the
walls to fall down.

2:1 Rahab. No more unlikely character than Rahab
could have been divinely chosen for deliverance from un-
godly Jericho. The salvation of Rahab, the harlot, illustrates
that even in a doomed city a wicked individual could find
grace by turning to God in faith. Those who charge Israel
with barbaric cruelty in exterminating the inhabitants of

Jericho fail to comprehend that Israel was God’s instrument
of divine judgment. The people of Jericho, hopelessly de-
praved (cp. Lev. 18:24–26), had chosen to fight Israel in-
stead of seeking mercy as did Rahab. Those who perished
did not believe (Heb. 11:31). Even Rahab’s lie (vv. 4–5),
not to be taken as an example, was evidently motivated by
her belief that God would destroy Jericho as had been pre-
dicted (vv. 9–11; cp. Josh. 1:1–11). Rahab, as an ancestress
of David, is thus in the Messianic line (Ruth 4:21–22; Matt.
1:5–6; Luke 3:31–32).

Rahab: broad. A prostitute from Jericho who helped
the Israelite spies. She and her family were spared
when Jericho was destroyed. She is included in the
genealogy of Christ (Matt.1:5).



18“unless, when we come into
the land, you bind this jline of scar-
let cord in the window through
which you let us down, and unless
you kbring your father, your mother,
your brothers, and all your father’s
household to your own home.

19“So it shall be that whoever
goes outside the doors of your
house into the street, his blood shall
be on his own head, and we will be
guiltless. And whoever is with you
in the house, his blood shall be on
our head if a hand is laid on him.

20“And if you tell this business of
ours, then we will be free from your
oath which you made us swear.”

21Then she said, “According to
your words, so be it.” And she sent
them away, and they departed. And
she bound the scarlet cord in the
window.

22They departed and went to the
mountain, and stayed there three
days until the pursuers returned.
The pursuers sought them all along
the way, but did not find them.

23So the two men returned, de-
scended from the mountain, and
crossed over; and they came to Josh-
ua the son of Nun, and told him all
that had befallen them.

24And they said to Joshua, “Truly
the LORD has delivered all the land
into our hands, for indeed all the in-
habitants of the country are faint-
hearted because of us.”

Israel crosses Jordan dry-shod

3THEN Joshua rose early in the
morning; and they set out from

lAcacia Grove* and came to the Jor-
dan, he and all the children of Isra-
el, and lodged there before they
crossed over.

2So it was, after mthree days, that
the officers went through the camp;

3and they commanded the peo-
ple, saying, “When you see the ark
of the covenant of the LORD your
God, and the priests, the Levites,
bearing it, then you shall set out
from your place and go after it.

4“Yet there shall be a nspace be-

And as soon as those who pursued
them had gone out, they shut the
gate.

8Now before they lay down, she
came up to them on the roof,

9and said to the men: a“I know
that the LORD has given you the
land, that the bterror of you has fall-
en on us, and that all the inhabi-
tants of the land are cfainthearted
because of you.

10“For we have heard how the
LORD ddried up the water of the Red
Sea for you when you came out of
Egypt, and what you edid to the two
kings of the Amorites who were on
the other side of the Jordan, Sihon
and Og, whom you futterly de-
stroyed.

11“And as soon as we heard these
things, our hearts melted; neither
did there remain any more courage
in anyone because of you, for the
LORD your God, He is God in heav-
en above and on earth beneath.

12“Now therefore, I beg you,
swear to me by the LORD, since I
have shown you kindness, that you
also will show kindness to my fa-
ther’s house, and give me a true gto-
ken,

13“and hspare my father, my
mother, my brothers, my sisters,
and all that they have, and deliver
our lives from death.”

14So the men answered her, “Our
lives for yours, if none of you tell
this business of ours. And it shall
be, when the LORD has given us the
land, that we will ideal kindly and
truly with you.”

Spies escape and report to Joshua
15Then she let them down by a

rope through the window, for her
house was on the city wall; she
dwelt on the wall.

16And she said to them, “Get to
the mountain, lest the pursuers
meet you. Hide there three days,
until the pursuers have returned.
Afterward you may go your way.”

17So the men said to her: “We will
be blameless of this oath of yours
which you have made us swear,

2:18

j v. 21

k Josh. 6:23

3:1

l Josh. 2:1

3:2

m Josh. 1:10-11

3:4

n Ex. 19:12,23;
cp. Heb. 10:19-
22

2:9

a Deut. 1:8

b Deut. 2:25;
Josh. 9:9-10

c Ex. 15:15; Josh.
5:1

2:10

d Ex. 14:21; Num.
23:22

e Num. 21:23-
24,33-35

f Deut. 20:17;
Josh. 6:21
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g v. 18; cp. Ex.
12:13

2:13

h Josh. 6:23-25

2:14

i Gen. 47:29
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*3:1 Hebrew Shittim

2:21 cord. The scarlet cord of Rahab may speak, by its
color, of safety through sacrifice (Heb. 9:19–22).

3:1 Jordan. The passage of the Jordan is a figure of our
death with Christ (Rom. 6:3–4,6–11; Eph. 2:5–6; Col. 3:1–3).



tween you and it, about two thou-
sand acubits by measure. Do not
come near it, that you may know the
way by which you must go, for you
have not passed this way before.”

5And Joshua said to the people,
b“Sanctify yourselves, for tomorrow
the LORD will do wonders among
you.”

6Then Joshua spoke to the priests,
saying, “Take up the ark of the cov-
enant and cross over before the peo-
ple.” So they took up the ark of the
covenant and went before the peo-
ple.

7And the LORD said to Joshua,
“This day I will begin to cexalt you
in the sight of all Israel, that they
may know that, as I was with Mo-
ses, dso I will be with you.

8“You shall command the priests
who bear the ark of the covenant,
saying, ‘When you have come to the
edge of the water of the Jordan, you
shall stand in the Jordan.’ ”

9So Joshua said to the children of
eIsrael, “Come here, and hear the
words of the LORD your God.”

10And Joshua said, “By this you
shall know that the living God is
famong you, and that gHe will with-
out fail drive out from before you
the hCanaanites and the Hittites
and the Hivites and the Perizzites
and the Girgashites and the Amo-
rites and the Jebusites:

11“Behold, the ark of the covenant
of the Lord of all the earth is crossing
over ibefore you into the Jordan.

12“Now therefore, take for your-
selves jtwelve men from the tribes
of Israel, one man from every tribe.

13“And it shall come to pass, as
soon as the soles of the feet of the
priests who bear the ark of the
LORD, the Lord of all the earth, shall
rest in the waters of the Jordan, that
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the waters of the Jordan shall be cut
off, the waters that come down
from upstream, and they shall stand
as a kheap.”

14So it was, when the people set
out from their camp to cross over
the Jordan, with the priests bearing
the ark of the covenant before the
people,

15and as those who bore the ark
came to the Jordan, and the feet of
the priests who bore the ark dipped
in the edge of the water (for the Jor-
dan overflows all its banks during
the whole time of lharvest),

16that the mwaters which came
down from upstream stood still, and
rose in a heap very far away at
Adam, the city that is beside Zare-
tan. So the waters that went down
into the Sea of the nArabah, the
oSalt Sea, failed, and were cut off;
and the people crossed over oppo-
site Jericho.

17Then the priests who bore the
ark of the covenant of the LORD
stood firm on pdry ground in the
midst of the Jordan; and all Israel
crossed over on dry ground, until all
the people had crossed completely
over the Jordan.

The two sets of stones (vv. 9,20)

4AND it came to pass, when all
the people had completely

crossed over the Jordan, that the
LORD spoke to Joshua, saying:

2“Take for yourselves q twelve
men from the people, one man from
every tribe,

3“and command them, saying,
‘Take for yourselves twelve stones
from here, out of the midst of the
Jordan, from the place where the
priests’ feet stood firm. You shall
carry them over with you and leave

3:10 Hittites. Until the twentieth century the Hittites
were unknown apart from the Bible. This once puzzling
reference to them has, however, been illuminated by the
findings of archaeology. From Egyptian monuments (Tell
el-Amarna Tablets) and the Assyrian texts, it has been
shown that these were the Kheta or Hatti. Expeditions in
the first dozen years of this century have revealed that Bog-
haz-koi in Asia Minor (east of Ankara, Turkey) was the cap-
ital of the Hittite Empire. Periods of Hittite prominence:
about 2000–1800 B.C. and about 1400–1200 B.C.

3:17 MIRACLES IN ISRAEL’S 
EARLY HISTORY

Miracle Reference
Crossing the Jordan River Joshua 3:14–17
The fall of Jericho Joshua 6:6–25
The sun and moon stand still Joshua 10:12–14
Death of Uzzah 2 Samuel 6:7
Jeroboam’s hand withered; 1 Kings 13:4–6

altar destroyed



the priests crossed over in the pres-
ence of the people.

12And the men of Reuben, the
men of Gad, and half the tribe of
Manasseh crossed over earmed be-
fore the children of Israel, as Moses
had spoken to them.

13About forty thousand prepared
for war crossed over before the LORD
for battle, to the plains of Jericho.

14On that day the LORD fexalted
Joshua in the sight of all Israel; and
they feared him, as they had feared
Moses, all the days of his life.

15Then the LORD spoke to Joshua,
saying,

16“Command the priests who
bear the ark of the Testimony to
come up from the Jordan.”

17Joshua therefore commanded
the priests, saying, “Come up from
the Jordan.”

18And it came to pass, when the
priests who bore the ark of the cov-
enant of the LORD had come from
the midst of the Jordan, and the
soles of the priests’ feet touched the
dry land, that the waters of the gJor-
dan returned to their place and
hoverflowed all its banks as before.

19Now the people came up from
the Jordan on the itenth day of the
first month, and they camped in Gil-
gal on the east border of Jericho.

20And those twelve stones which
they took out of the Jordan, Joshua
set up in jGilgal.

21Then he spoke to the children of
Israel, saying: “When your children
ask their fathers in time to come,
saying, ‘What are these stones?’

22“then kyou shall let your chil-
dren know, saying, ‘Israel crossed
over this Jordan on ldry land’;

23“for the LORD your God dried
up the waters of the Jordan before
you until you had crossed over, as
the LORD your God did to the Red
Sea, which He dried up before us
until we had crossed over,

24“that all the peoples of the

them in the a lodging place where
you lodge tonight.’ ”

4Then Joshua called the twelve
men whom he had appointed from
the children of Israel, one man from
every tribe;

5and Joshua said to them: “Cross
over before the ark of the LORD your
God into the midst of the Jordan,
and each one of you take up a stone
on his shoulder, according to the
number of the tribes of the children
of Israel,

6“that this may be a bsign among
you when your cchildren ask in
time to come, saying, ‘What do
these stones mean to you?’

7“Then you shall answer them
that the waters of the Jordan were
cut off before the ark of the cov-
enant of the LORD; when it crossed
over the Jordan, the waters of the
Jordan were cut off. And these
stones shall be for a memorial to the
children of Israel forever.”

8And the children of Israel did so,
just as Joshua commanded, and took
up twelve stones from the midst of
the Jordan, as the LORD had spoken
to Joshua, according to the number
of the tribes of the children of Isra-
el, and carried them over with them
to the place where they lodged, and
laid them down there.

9Then Joshua set up twelve stones
in the midst of the Jordan, in the
place where the feet of the priests
who bore the ark of the covenant
stood; and they are there to this day.

10So the priests who bore the ark
stood in the midst of the Jordan un-
til everything was finished that the
LORD had commanded Joshua to
speak to the people, according to all
that Moses had commanded Joshua;
and the people hurried and crossed
over.

11Then it came to pass, when all
the people had completely crossed
over, that the dark of the LORD and
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4:9 stones. The erection of both of these memorials was
probably done in obedience to a direct command from
God, but only the commandment concerning the memori-
al on the far side of the Jordan is actually recorded (vv.
1–8).

4:19 first month. This is the month of Abib (or Nisan) in

the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of March–April. For more information on the He-
brew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

Gilgal: circle. The location of the Israelite headquar-
ters as they entered Canaan.



earth may know the hand of the
LORD, that it is mighty, that you may
fear the LORD your God forever.”

Fear falls on Amorites

5SO it was, when all the kings of
the Amorites who were on the

west side of the Jordan, and all the
kings of the Canaanites who were
aby the sea, heard that the LORD had
dried up the waters of the Jordan
from before the children of Israel
until we* had crossed over, that
their heart bmelted; and there was
no spirit in them any longer be-
cause of the children of Israel.

New generation circumcised
2At that time the LORD said to

Joshua, “Make flint knives for your-
self, and circumcise the sons of Isra-
el again the second time.”

3So Joshua made flint knives for
himself, and ccircumcised the sons
of Israel at the hill of the foreskins.*

4And this is the reason why Josh-
ua circumcised them: All the people
who came out of Egypt who were
males, all the men of war, had ddied
in the wilderness on the way, after
they had come out of Egypt.

5For all the people who came out
had been circumcised, but all the
people born in the wilderness, on
the way as they came out of Egypt,
had not been circumcised.

6For the children of Israel walked
eforty years in the wilderness, till all
the people who were men of war,
who came out of Egypt, were con-
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g Gen. 34:14
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sumed, because they did not obey
the voice of the LORD—to whom the
LORD swore that He would not show
them the fland which the LORD had
sworn to their fathers that He
would give us, “a land flowing with
milk and honey.”*

7Then Joshua circumcised their
sons whom He raised up in their
place; for they were uncircumcised,
because they had not been circum-
cised on the way.

8So it was, when they had fin-
ished circumcising all the people,
that they stayed in their places in
the camp till they were healed.

9Then the LORD said to Joshua,
“This day I have rolled away the
greproach of Egypt from you.”
Therefore the name of the place is
called Gilgal to this day.

10Now the children of Israel
camped in Gilgal, and kept the Pass-
over on the fourteenth day of the
hmonth at twilight on the plains of
Jericho.

11And they ate of the produce of
the land on the day after the Pass-
over, unleavened bread and parched
grain, on the very same day.

12Then the manna ceased on the
day after they had eaten the pro-
duce of the land; and the children of
Israel no longer had imanna, but
they ate the food of the land of Ca-
naan that year.
*5:1 Following Kethib; Qere, some Hebrew
manuscripts and editions, Septuagint, Syriac,
Targum, and Vulgate read they. *5:3 Hebrew
Gibeath Haaraloth *5:6 Exodus 3:8

5:9 Gilgal. Literally a rolling.
5:10 Passover. The Passover, a type of Christ our Re-

deemer (Ex. 12:1–28; John 1:29; 1 Cor. 5:6–7; 1 Pet.
1:18–19): (1) The lamb must be without blemish, and to
test this it was kept for four days (Ex. 12:5–6). So our Lord’s
public life, under hostile scrutiny, was the testing which
proved His holiness (Luke 11:53–54; John 8:46; 18:38).
(2) The lamb thus tested must be killed (Ex. 12:6; John
12:24; Heb. 9:22). (3) The blood must be applied (Ex.
12:7). This answers to appropriation by personal faith, and
refutes universalism (John 3:36). (4) The blood thus applied
of itself, without anything in addition, constituted a perfect
protection from judgment (Ex. 12:13; Heb. 10:10,14;
1 John 1:7). And (5) the feast typified Christ the Bread of
life, answering to the memorial supper (Matt. 26:26–28;
1 Cor. 11:23–26). To observe the feast was a duty and priv-
ilege but not a condition of safety. The believer in Christ is
saved by the blood of “the Lamb slain from the foundation

of the world” (Rev. 13:8), and is strengthened daily by
feasting on the Word—the living Word, Christ, and the
written Word, the Scriptures.

5:2 THE SIGN OF CIRCUMCISION

Circumcision was the sign of the Abrahamic Covenant
(Gen. 17:10–14; see Gen. 12:2, note; Rom. 4:11). “The
reproach of Egypt” (v. 9) was that, during the later years
of the Egyptian bondage, this separating sign had been
neglected (cp. Ex. 4:24–26), and this neglect had con-
tinued during the wilderness wanderings. The NT anal-
ogy is world conformity—the failure openly to take a
believer’s place with Christ in death and resurrection
(Rom. 6:2–11; Gal. 6:14–16). Spiritually, circumcision
is putting to death the deeds of the body through the
Spirit (Rom. 8:13; Gal. 5:16–17; Col. 2:11–12; 3:5–10).



trumpets of rams’ horns before the
ark of the LORD.”

7And he said to the people, “Pro-
ceed, and march around the city,
and let him who is armed advance
before the ark of the LORD.”

8So it was, when Joshua had spo-
ken to the people, that the seven
priests bearing the seven trumpets
of rams’ horns before the LORD ad-
vanced and blew the trumpets, and
the ark of the covenant of the LORD
followed them.

9The armed men went before the
priests who blew the trumpets, and
the krear guard came after the ark,
while the priests continued blowing
the trumpets.

10Now Joshua had commanded
the people, saying, “You shall not
shout or make any noise with your
voice, nor shall a word proceed out
of your mouth, until the day I say to
you, ‘Shout!’ Then you shall shout.”

11So he had the lark of the LORD
circle the city, going around it once.
Then they came into the camp and
lodged in the camp.

12And Joshua rose early in the
morning, and the priests took up
the ark of the LORD.

13Then seven priests bearing sev-
en trumpets of rams’ horns before
the ark of the LORD went on continu-
ally and blew with the trumpets.
And the armed men went before
them. But the mrear guard came after
the ark of the LORD, while the priests
continued blowing the trumpets.

14And the second day they
marched around the city once and
returned to the camp. So they did
six days.

15But it came to pass on the sev-
enth day that they rose early, about
the dawning of the day, and
marched around the city seven
times in the same manner. On that
day only they marched around the
city seven times.

16And the seventh time it hap-
pened, when the priests blew the
trumpets, that Joshua said to the
people: “Shout, for the LORD has
given you the city!

The divine Commander
13And it came to pass, when Josh-

ua was by Jericho, that he lifted his
eyes and looked, and behold, a
aMan stood opposite him with His
bsword drawn in His hand. And
Joshua went to Him and said to
Him, “Are You for us or for our ad-
versaries?”

14So He said, “No, but as Com-
mander of the army of the LORD I
have now come.” And Joshua cfell
on his face to the earth and dwor-
shiped, and said to Him, “What
does my Lord say to His servant?”

15Then the Commander of the
LORD’S army said to Joshua, e“Take
your sandal off your foot, for the
place where you stand is fholy.”
And Joshua did so.

II. The Conquest of the Land, 6—12

Conquest of Jericho

6NOW g Jericho was securely
shut up because of the children

of Israel; none went out, and none
came in.

2And the LORD said to Joshua:
“See! hI have given Jericho into
your hand, its king, and the mighty
men of valor.

3“You shall march around the
city, all you men of war; you shall go
all around the city once. This you
shall do six days.

4“And seven priests shall bear
seven itrumpets of rams’ horns be-
fore the ark. But the seventh day
you shall march around the city
jseven times, and the priests shall
blow the trumpets.

5“It shall come to pass, when
they make a long blast with the
ram’s horn, and when you hear the
sound of the trumpet, that all the
people shall shout with a great
shout; then the wall of the city will
fall down flat. And the people shall
go up every man straight before
him.”

6Then Joshua the son of Nun
called the priests and said to them,
“Take up the ark of the covenant,
and let seven priests bear seven
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6:5 Spiritual victories are won by means and upon principles utterly foolish and inadequate in the view of the wisdom
of sinful men (1 Cor. 1:17–29; 2 Cor. 10:3–5).



17“Now the city shall be adoomed
by the LORD to destruction, it and all
who are in it. Only bRahab the har-
lot shall live, she and all who are
with her in the house, because she
chid the messengers that we sent.

18“And you, by all means abstain
from the accursed things, lest you
become daccursed when you take of
the accursed things, and make the
camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it.

19“But all the esilver and gold,
and vessels of bronze and iron, are
fconsecrated to the LORD; they shall
come into the treasury of the LORD.”

20So the gpeople shouted when
the priests blew the trumpets. And
it happened when the people heard
the sound of the trumpet, and the
people shouted with a great shout,
that the hwall ifell down flat. Then
the people went up into the city,
every man straight before him, and
they took the city.

21And they jutterly destroyed all
that was in the city, both man and
woman, young and old, ox and
sheep and donkey, with the edge of
the sword.

22But Joshua had said to the two
men who had spied out the country,
“Go into the harlot’s house, and
from there bring out the woman
and kall that she has, as you lswore
to her.”

23And the young men who had
been spies went in and brought out
Rahab, her father, her mother, her
brothers, and all that she had. So
they brought out all her relatives and
left them outside the camp of Israel.

24But they mburned the city and
all that was in it with fire. Only the
silver and gold, and the vessels of
bronze and iron, they put into the
treasury of the house of the LORD.

25And Joshua spared Rahab the
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harlot, her father’s household, and
all that she had. So she dwells in Is-
rael to this day, because she hid the
messengers whom Joshua sent to
spy out Jericho.

26Then Joshua charged them at
that time, saying, “Cursed be the
man before the LORD who rises up
and nbuilds this city Jericho; he
shall lay its foundation with his first-
born, and with his youngest he shall
set up its gates.”

27So the LORD was with Joshua,
and his fame spread throughout all
the country.

Achan’s sin; the LORD’s anger
and Israel’s defeat at Ai

7BUT the children of Israel com-
mitted a otrespass regarding the

paccursed things, for Achan the
son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi,* the
son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah,
took of the accursed things; so the
anger of the LORD burned against
the children of Israel.

2Now Joshua sent men from Jeri-
cho to Ai, which is beside Beth
Aven, on the east side of Bethel,
and spoke to them, saying, “Go up
and spy out the country.” So the
men went up and spied out Ai.

3And they returned to Joshua and
said to him, “Do not let all the peo-
ple go up, but let about two or three
thousand men go up and attack Ai.
Do not weary all the people there,
for the people of Ai are few.”

4So about three thousand men
went up there from the people, but
they fled before the men of Ai.

5And the men of Ai struck down
about thirty-six men, for they
chased them from before the gate as
far as Shebarim, and struck them
down on the descent; therefore the
*7:1 Called Zimri in 1 Chronicles 2:6

6:17 doomed. Joshua meant that it was the will of God
that the whole city be put to the sword and its riches devot-
ed to Him. To take anything for oneself, as Achan did, was
to bring a curse. Compare the similar severity with which
God judged the sin of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1–11).

6:26 with his firstborn . . . with his youngest. That is,
with the loss of. 1 Kin. 16:34.

7:1 trespass. The sin of Israel which led to defeat at Ai
was threefold: (1) and most important, was the deliberate
disobedience of Achan, for which God held the nation cor-

porately responsible (vv. 1,11); (2) the decision to send
only a few men, because the city was small (v. 3), indicat-
ed a sinful dependence upon human strength rather than
upon God; and (3) there is no record of any communica-
tion with God for directions in taking Ai, as in the case of
Jericho (6:1–5). Achan. Called Achar, 1 Chr. 2:7.

Achan: troubler. An Israelite who stole some of the
spoils of Jericho reserved for the Lord. He and his fam-
ily were stoned to death.



households; and the household
which the LORD takes shall come
man by man.

15‘Then it shall be that he who is
taken with the accursed thing shall
be burned with fire, he and all that
he has, because he has transgressed
the covenant of the LORD, and be-
cause he has done a disgraceful
thing in Israel.’ ”

16So Joshua rose early in the morn-
ing and brought Israel by their tribes,
and the tribe of Judah was taken.

17He brought the clan of Judah,
and he took the family of the
Zarhites; and he brought the family
of the Zarhites man by man, and
Zabdi was taken.

18Then he brought his household
man by man, and Achan the son of
Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of
Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was tak-
en.

19Now Joshua said to Achan, “My
son, I beg you, give glory to the
LORD God of Israel, and make kcon-
fession to Him, and tell me now
what you have done; do not hide it
from me.”

20And Achan answered Joshua
and said, “Indeed lI have sinned
against the LORD God of Israel, and
this is what I have done:

21“When I saw among the spoils
a beautiful Babylonian garment, two
hundred mshekels of silver, and a
wedge of gold weighing fifty
shekels, I coveted them and took
them. And there they are, hidden in
the earth in the midst of my tent,
with the silver under it.”

22So Joshua sent messengers, and
they ran to the tent; and there it
was, hidden in his tent, with the sil-
ver under it.

23And they took them from the
midst of the tent, brought them to
Joshua and to all the children of Is-
rael, and laid them out before the
LORD.

24Then Joshua, and all Israel with
him, took Achan the son of Zerah,
the silver, the garment, the wedge
of gold, his sons, his daughters, his

hearts of the people melted and be-
came like water.

6Then Joshua tore his clothes,
and fell to the earth on his face be-
fore the ark of the LORD until
evening, he and the elders of Israel;
and they put dust on their heads.

7And Joshua asaid, “Alas, Lord
GOD, bwhy have You brought this
people over the Jordan at all—to de-
liver us into the hand of the Amo-
rites, to destroy us? Oh, that we had
been content, and dwelt on the oth-
er side of the Jordan!

8“O Lord, what shall I say when
Israel turns its back before its ene-
mies?

9“For the cCanaanites and all the
inhabitants of the land will hear it,
and surround us, and cut off our
name from the earth. Then what
will You do for Your great name?”

10So the LORD said to Joshua: “Get
up! Why do you lie thus on your
face?

11“Israel has sinned, and they
have also d transgressed My cov-
enant which I ecommanded them.
For they have even ftaken some of
the accursed things, and have both
stolen and gdeceived; and they have
also put it among their own stuff.

12“Therefore the children of Isra-
el could not stand before their ene-
mies, but turned their backs before
their enemies, because they have
become doomed to destruction.
Neither will I be with you anymore,
unless you destroy the accursed
from among you.

13“Get up, hsanctify the people,
and say, i‘Sanctify yourselves for to-
morrow, because thus says the LORD
God of Israel: “There is an accursed
thing in your midst, O Israel; you
cannot stand before your enemies
until you take away the accursed
thing from among you.”

14‘In the morning therefore you
shall be brought jaccording to your
tribes. And it shall be that the tribe
which the LORD takes shall come ac-
cording to families; and the family
which the LORD takes shall come by
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7:11 Israel has sinned. The sin of Achan and its results
teach the great truth of the oneness of the people of God:
“Israel has sinned.” See in illustration 1 Cor. 5:1–7;

12:12–14,26. The whole cause of Christ is injured by the
sin, neglect, or unspirituality of even one believer.



oxen, his donkeys, his sheep, his
tent, and aall that he had, and they
brought them to the Valley of Achor.

25And Joshua said, “Why have
you b troubled us? The LORD will
trouble you this day.” So all Israel
stoned him with stones; and they
burned them with fire after they
had stoned them with stones.

26Then they raised over him a
cgreat heap of stones, still there to
this day. So the LORD turned from the
fierceness of His anger. Therefore the
name of that place has been called
the dValley of Achor to this day.

Ai taken by ambush

8NOW the LORD said to Joshua:
e“Do not be afraid, nor be dis-

mayed; take fall the people of war
with you, and arise, go up to Ai.
See, I have ggiven into your hand
the king of Ai, his people, his city,
and his land.

2“And you shall do to Ai and its
king has you did to Jericho and its
king. Only its ispoil and its cattle you
shall take as booty for yourselves. Lay
an ambush for the city behind it.”

3So Joshua arose, and all the peo-
ple of war, to go up against Ai; and
Joshua chose thirty thousand
mighty men of valor and sent them
away by night.

4And he commanded them, say-
ing: “Behold, you shall lie in am-
bush against the city, behind the
city. Do not go very far from the
city, but all of you be ready.

5“Then I and all the people who
are with me will approach the city;
and it will come about, when they
come out against us jas at the first,
that we shall flee before them.

6“For they will come out after us
till we have drawn them from the
city, for they will say, ‘They are flee-
ing before us as at the first.’ There-
fore we will flee before them.

7“Then you shall rise from the
ambush and seize the city, for the
LORD your God will deliver it into
your hand.

8:8

k Josh. 8:2; Deut.
20:16-18
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8“And it will be, when you have

taken the city, that you shall set the
city on fire. kAccording to the com-
mandment of the LORD you shall do.
See, I have commanded you.”

9Joshua therefore sent them out;
and they went to lie in ambush, and
stayed between Bethel and Ai, on
the west side of Ai; but Joshua
llodged that night among the people.

10Then Joshua rose up early in
the morning and mustered the peo-
ple, and went up, he and the elders
of Israel, before the people to Ai.

11And all the people of war who
were with him went up and drew
near; and they came before the city
and camped on the north side of Ai.
Now a valley lay between them and
Ai.

12So he took about five thousand
men and set them in ambush be-
tween Bethel and Ai, on the west
side of the city.

13And when they had set the peo-
ple, all the army that was on the
north of the city, and its rear guard

7:26 Achor. That is, trouble; cp. v. 25.

Ai: heap of ruins. A town captured by Joshua on his
second attempt by using a clever ambush.
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23But the king of Ai they took
alive, and brought him to Joshua.

24And it came to pass when Israel
had made an end of slaying all the
inhabitants of Ai in the field, in the
wilderness where they pursued
them, and when they all had fallen
by the edge of the sword until they
were consumed, that all the Israel-
ites returned to Ai and struck it
with the edge of the sword.

25So it was that all who fell that
day, both men and women, were
twelve thousand—all the people of
Ai.

26For Joshua did not draw back
his hand, with which he cstretched
out the spear, until he had dutterly
destroyed all the inhabitants of Ai.

27Only the livestock and the spoil
of that city Israel took as booty for
themselves, according to the word
of the LORD which He had com-
manded Joshua.

28So Joshua burned Ai and made
it a heap forever, a desolation to this
day.

29And the king of Ai he ehanged
on a tree until evening. And as soon
as the sun was down, Joshua com-
manded that they should take his
corpse down from the tree, cast it at
the entrance of the gate of the city,
and raise over it a great heap of
stones that remains to this day.

Blessings and curses read
30Now Joshua built an faltar to the

LORD God of Israel in Mount Ebal,
31as Moses the servant of the

LORD had commanded the children
of Israel, as it is written in the Book
of the Law of Moses: “an galtar of
whole stones over which no man
has wielded an iron tool.” And they
offered on it burnt offerings to the
LORD, and sacrificed peace offerings.

32And there, in the presence of
the children of Israel, he hwrote on
the stones a copy of the law of Mo-
ses, which he had written.

33Then all Israel, with their elders

on the west of the city, Joshua went
that night into the midst of the valley.

14Now it happened, when the
king of Ai saw it, that the men of
the city hurried and rose early and
went out against Israel to battle, he
and all his people, at an appointed
place before the plain. But he did
not know that there was an ambush
against him behind the city.

15And Joshua and all Israel amade
as if they were beaten before them,
and fled by the way of the wilder-
ness.

16So all the people who were in
Ai were called together to pursue
them. And they pursued Joshua and
were drawn away from the city.

17There was not a man left in Ai
or Bethel who did not go out after
Israel. So they left the city open and
pursued Israel.

18Then the LORD said to Joshua,
b“Stretch out the spear that is in
your hand toward Ai, for I will give
it into your hand.” And Joshua
stretched out the spear that was in
his hand toward the city.

19So those in ambush arose quick-
ly out of their place; they ran as soon
as he had stretched out his hand,
and they entered the city and took
it, and hurried to set the city on fire.

20And when the men of Ai looked
behind them, they saw, and behold,
the smoke of the city ascended to
heaven. So they had no power to
flee this way or that way, and the
people who had fled to the wilder-
ness turned back on the pursuers.

21Now when Joshua and all Israel
saw that the ambush had taken the
city and that the smoke of the city
ascended, they turned back and
struck down the men of Ai.

22Then the others came out of the
city against them; so they were
caught in the midst of Israel, some
on this side and some on that side.
And they struck them down, so that
they let none of them remain or es-
cape.
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8:14 plain. Arabah in Hebrew. When used with the
definite article only, it refers to the valley which runs from
the Sea of Galilee to the Gulf of Aqabah. South of the Dead
Sea the name is still retained (Wady el-Arabah).

8:17 Ai or Bethel. Here it is seen that Bethel and Ai

were associated in the fight against Joshua. Joshua 12:16
lists Bethel as one of the cities that had been conquered,
but there is no mention of its conquest except in connec-
tion with that of Ai.



and officers and judges, stood on ei-
ther side of the ark before the
priests, the Levites, who bore the
ark of the covenant of the LORD, the
astranger as well as he who was
born among them. bHalf of them
were in front of Mount Gerizim and
half of them in front of Mount Ebal,
as Moses the servant of the LORD
had commanded before, that they
should bless the people of Israel.

34And afterward he cread all the
words of the law, the blessings and
the cursings, according to all that is
written in the dBook of the Law.

35There was not a word of all that
Moses had commanded which Josh-
ua did not read before all the assem-
bly of Israel, with the ewomen, the
little ones, and the strangers who
were living among them.

Joshua deceived by the trickery
of the Gibeonites

9AND it came to pass when fall
the kings who were on this side

of the Jordan, in the hills and in the
glowland and in all the coasts of the
Great Sea toward Lebanon—the
hHittite, the Amorite, the Canaan-
ite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and
the Jebusite—heard about it,

2that they igathered together to
fight with Joshua and Israel with
one accord.

3But when the inhabitants of Gib-
eon heard what Joshua had done to
Jericho and Ai,

4they worked craftily, and went
and pretended to be ambassadors.
And they took old sacks on their
donkeys, old wineskins torn and
mended,

5old and patched sandals on their
feet, and old garments on them-
selves; and all the bread of their
provision was dry and moldy.

6And they went to Joshua, to the
jcamp at Gilgal, and said to him and
to the men of Israel, “We have come
from a kfar country; now therefore,
make a covenant with us.”
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7Then the men of Israel said to

the lHivites, “Perhaps you dwell
among us; so how can we make a
covenant with you?”

8But they said to Joshua, “We are
your servants.” And Joshua said to
them, “Who are you, and where do
you come from?”

9So they said to him: “From a very
far country your servants have come,
because of the name of the LORD
your God; for we have mheard of His
fame, and all that He did in Egypt,

10“and all that He did to the two
kings of the Amorites who were be-
yond the Jordan—to Sihon king of
Heshbon, and Og king of Bashan,
who was at Ashtaroth.

11“Therefore our elders and all
the inhabitants of our country spoke
to us, saying, ‘Take provisions with
you for the journey, and go to meet
them, and say to them, “We are
your servants; now therefore, make
a covenant with us.” ’

12“This bread of ours we took hot
for our provision from our houses on
the day we departed to come to you.
But now look, it is dry and moldy.

13“And these wineskins which
we filled were new, and see, they
are torn; and these our garments
and our sandals have become old
because of the very long journey.”

14Then the men of Israel took
some of their provisions; but they
ndid not ask counsel oof the LORD.

15So Joshua made peace with
them, and made a covenant with
them to let them live; and the rulers
of the congregation swore to them.

Gibeonites made slaves
16And it happened at the end of

three days, after they had made a
covenant with them, that they
heard that they were their neigh-
bors who dwelt near them.

17Then the children of Israel jour-
neyed and came to their cities on
the third day. Now their cities were

9:14 did not ask counsel. Though Israel had found
that obedience was necessary for victory at Jericho and
Ai, they had yet to learn their need of divine guidance at
every step. The Gibeonites brought only trouble to Israel
(Josh. 10:4–15; 2 Sam. 21:1–14). Furthermore, the pres-

ence of the Gibeonites across the center of Canaan tend-
ed to isolate the tribes in the north from those in the
south, led to sectional feeling, and ultimately had its
share in the dividing of the kingdom in Rehoboam’s day
(1 Kin. 12).



Gibeon miraculously defended

10NOW it came to pass when
Adoni-Zedek king of eJerusa-

lem fheard how Joshua had taken
gAi and had utterly destroyed it—as
he had done to Jericho and its king,
so he had done to Ai and its king—
and how the inhabitants of hGibeon
had made peace with Israel and
were among them,

2that they feared igreatly, because
Gibeon was a great city, like one of
the royal cities, and because it was
greater than Ai, and all its men
were mighty.

3Therefore Adoni-Zedek king of
Jerusalem sent to Hoham king of
Hebron, Piram king of Jarmuth, Ja-
phia king of Lachish, and Debir king
of Eglon, saying,

4“Come up to me and help me,
that we may attack Gibeon, for it
has made peace with Joshua and
with the children of Israel.”

5Therefore the five kings of the
jAmorites, the king of Jerusalem,
the king of Hebron, the king of Jar-
muth, the king of Lachish, and the
king of Eglon, kgathered together
and went up, they and all their ar-
mies, and camped before Gibeon
and made war against it.

6And the men of Gibeon sent to
Joshua at the camp at Gilgal, saying,
“Do not forsake your servants;
come up to us quickly, save us and
lhelp us, for all the kings of the Am-
orites who dwell in the mountains
have gathered together against us.”

7So Joshua ascended from Gilgal,
he and all the people of war with
him, and all the mighty men of valor.

8And the LORD said to Joshua,
m“Do not fear them, for I have deliv-
ered them into your hand; not a man
of them shall nstand before you.”

9Joshua therefore came upon
them suddenly, having marched all
night from Gilgal.

10So the LORD orouted them be-
fore Israel, killed them with a great
slaughter at Gibeon, chased them
along the road that goes to Beth Ho-
ron, and struck them down as far as
Azekah and Makkedah.

11And it happened, as they fled be-
fore Israel and were on the descent
of Beth Horon, that the LORD cast

Gibeon, Chephirah, Beeroth, and
Kirjath Jearim.

18But the children of Israel did
not attack them, because the rulers
of the congregation had sworn to
them by the LORD God of Israel. And
all the congregation complained
against the rulers.

19Then all the rulers said to all
the congregation, “We have sworn
to them by the LORD God of Israel;
now therefore, we may not touch
them.

20“This we will do to them: We
will let them live, lest wrath be
upon us abecause of the oath which
we swore to them.”

21And the rulers said to them,
“Let them live, but let them be
woodcutters and water carriers for
all the congregation, as the rulers
had promised them.”

22Then Joshua called for them,
and he spoke to them, saying, “Why
have you deceived us, saying, ‘We
are very far from you,’ when you
dwell near us?

23“Now therefore, you are
cursed, and none of you shall be
freed from being bslaves—woodcut-
ters and water carriers for the house
of my God.”

24So they answered Joshua and
said, “Because your servants were
clearly told that the LORD your God
commanded His servant Moses to
give you all the land, and to destroy
all the inhabitants of the land from
before you; therefore we were very
much cafraid for our lives because
of you, and have done this thing.

25“And now, here we are, in your
hands; do with us as it seems good
and right to do to us.”

26So he did to them, and deliv-
ered them out of the hand of the
children of Israel, so that they did
not kill them.

27And that day Joshua made them
woodcutters and water carriers for
the congregation and for the altar of
the LORD, in the dplace which He
would choose, even to this day.
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Gibeon: pertaining to a hill. A town northwest of
Jerusalem whose inhabitants tricked the invading Isra-
elites into a treaty but were then forced to serve as la-
borers for the Israelites.



down large hailstones from heaven
on them as far as Azekah, and they
died. There were more who died
from the ahailstones than the chil-
dren of Israel killed with the sword.

12Then Joshua spoke to the LORD
in the day when the LORD delivered
up the Amorites before the children
of Israel, and he said in the sight of
Israel:

“Sun, stand bstill over Gibeon;
And Moon, in the Valley of

Aijalon.”
13 So the sun cstood still,

And the moon stopped,
Till the people had revenge
Upon their enemies.

Is this not written in the dBook of
eJasher? So the sun stood still in the
midst of heaven, and did not hasten
to go down for about a whole day.

14And there has been fno day like
that, before it or after it, that the
LORD heeded the voice of a man; for
the gLORD fought for Israel.

Victory at Makkedah
15Then Joshua hreturned, and all

Israel with him, to the camp at Gil-
gal.

16But these five kings had fled
and hidden themselves in a cave at
Makkedah.

17And it was told Joshua, saying,
“The five kings have been found
hidden in the cave at Makkedah.”

18So Joshua said, “Roll large stones
against the mouth of the cave, and
set men by it to guard them.

19“And do not stay there your-
selves, but pursue your enemies,
and attack their irear guard. Do not
allow them to enter their cities, for
the LORD your God has delivered
them into your hand.”

20Then it happened, while Joshua
and the children of Israel made an
end of slaying them with a very
great slaughter, till they had fin-
ished, that those who escaped en-
tered fortified cities.

21And all the people returned to
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the camp, to Joshua at Makkedah,
in peace. No one moved his tongue
against any of the children of Israel.

22Then Joshua said, “Open the
mouth of the cave, and bring out
those five kings to me from the
cave.”

23And they did so, and brought out
those five kings to him from the cave:
the king of Jerusalem, the king of He-
bron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of
Lachish, and the king of Eglon.

24So it was, when they brought
out those kings to Joshua, that Josh-
ua called for all the men of Israel,
and said to the captains of the men
of war who went with him, “Come
near, put your feet on the necks of
these kings.” And they drew near
and put their feet on their necks.

25Then Joshua said to them, j“Do
not be afraid, nor be dismayed; be
strong and of good courage, for thus
the LORD will kdo to all your ene-
mies against whom you fight.”

26And afterward Joshua struck
them and killed them, and lhanged
them on five trees; and they were
hanging on the trees until evening.

27So it was at the time of the go-
ing down of the msun that Joshua
commanded, and they took them
down from the trees, cast them into
the cave where they had been hid-
den, and laid large stones against
the cave’s mouth, which remain un-
til this very day.

28On that day Joshua took Makke-
dah, and struck it and its king with
the edge of the sword. He utterly
ndestroyed them*—all the people
who were in it. He let none remain.
He also did to the king of Makkedah
oas he had done to the king of Jeri-
cho.

Southern Palestine campaign completed
29Then Joshua passed from Mak-

kedah, and all Israel with him, to
pLibnah; and they fought against
Libnah.

30And the LORD also delivered it
and its king into the hand of Israel;
he struck it and all the people who
*10:28 Following Masoretic Text and most
authorities; many Hebrew manuscripts, some
manuscripts of the Septuagint, and some manuscripts
of the Targum read it.

Makkedah: place of shepherds. A city of the Canaan-
ites conquered by Joshua. The five Amorite kings who
attacked Gibeon hid in a cave here, but were found
and executed.



the edge of the sword and utterly
destroyed all the people who were
in it. He left none remaining; as he
had done to Hebron, so he did to
Debir and its king, as he had done
also to Libnah and its king.

40So Joshua conquered all the land:
the dmountain country and the South
and the lowland and the wilderness
slopes, and eall their kings; he left
none remaining, but futterly de-
stroyed all that breathed, as the LORD
God of Israel had commanded.

41And Joshua conquered them
from gKadesh Barnea as far as
hGaza, and all the country of Go-
shen, even as far as Gibeon.

42All these kings and their land
Joshua took at one time, because the
iLORD God of Israel fought for Israel.

43Then Joshua jreturned, and all
Israel with him, to the camp at Gil-
gal.

Northern Palestine campaign

11AND it came to pass, when
Jabin king of Hazor heard

these things, that he ksent to Jobab
king of Madon, to the king of Shim-
ron, to the king of Achshaph,

2and to the kings who were from
the north, in the mountains, in the
plain south of Chinneroth, in the
llowland, and in the heights of Dor
on the west,

3to the Canaanites in the east and
in the west, the mAmorite, the Hit-
tite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite in
the mountains, and the Hivite be-
low Hermon in the land of Mizpah.

4So they went out, they and all
their armies with them, as many

were in it with the edge of the
sword. He let none remain in it, but
did to its king as he had done to the
king of Jericho.

31Then Joshua passed from Lib-
nah, and all Israel with him, to La-
chish; and they encamped against it
and fought against it.

32And the LORD delivered Lachish
into the hand of Israel, who took it
on the second day, and struck it and
all the people who were in it with
the edge of the sword, according to
all that he had done to Libnah.

33Then Horam king of Gezer
came up to help Lachish; and Josh-
ua struck him and his people, until
he left him none remaining.

34From Lachish Joshua passed to
aEglon, and all Israel with him; and
they encamped against it and fought
against it.

35They took it on that day and
struck it with the edge of the sword;
all the people who were in it he ut-
terly destroyed that day, according
to all that he had done to Lachish.

36So Joshua went up from Eglon,
and all Israel with him, to bHebron;
and they fought against it.

37And they took it and struck it
with the edge of the sword—its
king, all its cities, and all the people
who were in it; he left none remain-
ing, according to all that he had
done to Eglon, but utterly destroyed
it and all the people who were in it.

38Then Joshua returned, and all
Israel with him, to cDebir; and they
fought against it.

39And he took it and its king and
all its cities; they struck them with
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10:40 The South translates the Hebrew word Negev,
which is based on a word meaning “to be dry.” It is a geo-
graphical term which refers to a specific section of Pales-
tine (e.g. Gen. 13:1) located between Debir and the Arabi-
an Desert. It is an arid region most of the year. Since this
area was south of the larger part of Israel, the word also
came to be used to denote that direction (compare Gen.
13:14; Dan. 8:4,9; 11:5, etc.). lowland. The “lowland” or
Shephelah is a section of the Holy Land bounded on the
north by the Valley of Aijalon, on the west by the Maritime
Plain, on the east by the Central Plateau, and reaching to
Beersheba in the south. It is characterized by low, rounded
chalk hills divided by several broad valleys.

10:41 conquered. With Jericho destroyed, the heart of
Palestine was exposed to assault. By swift marches and de-
cisive battles in the open country, first in the southern cam-

paign (ch. 10) and then in the northern campaign (ch. 11),
Joshua defeated major coalitions of Canaanites.

10:42 at one time. Compare Josh. 11:18. As the context
shows, the verses refer to different parts of Palestine and
different kings. These chapters emphasize a faith that is ex-
pressed in works, whereas the Ai defeat illustrates work
without faith.

11:2 plain. Arabah in Hebrew. When used with the
definite article only, it refers to the valley which runs from
the Sea of Galilee to the Gulf of Aqabah. South of the Dead
Sea the name is still retained (Wady el-Arabah).

11:3 Hittite. Until the twentieth century the Hittites
were unknown apart from the Bible. This once puzzling ref-
erence to them has, however, been illuminated by the find-
ings of archaeology. From Egyptian monuments (Tell el-
Amarna Tablets) and the Assyrian texts, it has been shown



people as the asand that is on the
seashore in multitude, with very
many horses and chariots.

5And when all these kings had
met together, they came and
camped together at the waters of
Merom to fight against Israel.

6But the LORD said to Joshua,
b“Do not be afraid because of them,
for tomorrow about this time I will
deliver all of them slain before Isra-
el. You shall chamstring their horses
and burn their chariots with fire.”

7So Joshua and all the people of
war with him came against them
suddenly by the waters of Merom,
and they attacked them.

8And the LORD delivered them
into the hand of Israel, who defeated
them and chased them to Greater
dSidon, to the eBrook Misrephoth,*
and to the Valley of Mizpah east-
ward; they attacked them until they
left none of them remaining.

9So Joshua did to them as the
LORD had told him: he hamstrung
their horses and burned their chari-
ots with fire.

10Joshua turned back at that time
and took Hazor, and struck its king
with the sword; for Hazor was for-
merly the head of all those king-
doms.

11And they struck all the people
who were in it with the edge of the
sword, futterly destroying them.
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There was none left gbreathing.
Then he burned Hazor with fire.

12So all the cities of those kings,
and all their kings, Joshua took and
struck with the edge of the sword.
He utterly destroyed them, as Mo-
ses the servant of the LORD had
commanded.

13But as for the cities that stood
on their mounds,* Israel burned
none of them, hexcept Hazor only,
which Joshua burned.

14And all the ispoil of these cities
and the livestock, the children of Is-
rael took as booty for themselves;
but they struck every man with the
edge of the sword until they had de-
stroyed them, and they left none
breathing.

15As the LORD had commanded
Moses his servant, so Moses com-
manded jJoshua, and so Joshua did.
He left nothing undone of all that
the LORD had commanded kMoses.

Summary of conquests (v. 18)
16Thus Joshua took all this land:

the lmountain country, all the
mSouth, all the land of Goshen, the
n lowland, and the Jordan oplain—
the mountains of Israel and its low-
lands,

17from Mount Halak and the as-
cent to Seir, even as far as Baal Gad
*11:8 Hebrew Misrephoth Maim
*11:13 Hebrew tel, a heap of successive city ruins

that these were the Kheta or Hatti. Expeditions in the first
dozen years of this century have revealed that Boghaz-koi
in Asia Minor (east of Ankara, Turkey) was the capital of the

Hittite Empire. Periods of Hittite prominence: about 2000-
1800 B.C. and about 1400–1200 B.C.

11:16 CONQUEST OF THE PROMISED LAND

Joshua and the Israelites captured the land of Canaan by capturing and destroying key cities of the region—first in the
southern region and then in the northern region.

Region City Reference Notes
Southern Jericho Joshua 6 Angel of the Lord is Commander (Joshua 5:13–15). Walls fall down.
Southern Ai Joshua 8 Clever ambush used.
Southern Beth Horon Joshua 10:1–15 Enemy confused. Sun stands still. Hailstorm sent by God.
Southern Makkedah Joshua 10:16–28 Five Amorite kings are killed and sealed into caves.
Southern Libnah Joshua 10:29–30 No survivors.
Southern Lachish Joshua 10:31–33 Captured on second day. No survivors.
Southern Eglon Joshua 10:34–35 Captured on first day. No survivors.
Southern Hebron Joshua 10:36–37 No survivors.
Southern Debir Joshua 10:38 No survivors.
Northern Waters of Merom Joshua 11:1–9 Fought against huge army and won. No survivors.
Northern Hazor Joshua 11:10–11 City burned.



the Sea of the jArabah (the Salt Sea),
the road to Beth Jeshimoth, and
southward below the slopes of Pis-
gah.

4The other king was Og king of
Bashan and his territory, who was of
the remnant of the giants, who
dwelt at Ashtaroth and at Edrei,

5and reigned over Mount kHer-
mon, over Salcah, over all Bashan,
as far as the border of the Geshu-
rites and the Maachathites, and
over half of Gilead to the border of
Sihon king of Heshbon.

6These Moses the servant of the
LORD and the children of Israel had
conquered; and Moses the servant
of the LORD had given lit as a pos-
session to the Reubenites, the Gad-
ites, and half the tribe of Manasseh.

7And these are the kings of the
country which Joshua and the chil-
dren of Israel conquered on this
side of the Jordan, on the west,
from mBaal Gad in the Valley of Leb-
anon as far as Mount Halak and the
ascent to Seir, which Joshua gave to
the tribes of Israel as a possession
according to their divisions,

8in the mountain country, in the
nlowlands, in the Jordan oplain, in
the slopes, in the wilderness, and in
the pSouth—the qHittites, the Amo-
rites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites,
the Hivites, and the Jebusites:

9the king of r Jericho, one; the
king of Ai, which is beside Bethel,
one;

10the king of sJerusalem, one; the
king of Hebron, one;

11the king of Jarmuth, one; the
king of Lachish, one;

12the king of Eglon, one; the king
of Gezer, one;

13the king of Debir, one; the king
of Geder, one;

14the king of Hormah, one; the
king of Arad, one;

15the king of Libnah, one; the
king of Adullam, one;

16the king of Makkedah, one; the
king of tBethel, one;

17the king of Tappuah, one; the
king of uHepher, one;

18the king of Aphek, one; the
king of Lasharon, one;

in the Valley of Lebanon below
Mount Hermon. He captured aall
their kings, and struck them down
and killed them.

18Joshua made war a blong time
with all those kings.

19There was not a city that made
peace with the children of Israel,
except the Hivites, the inhabitants
of Gibeon. All the others they took
in battle.

20For it was of the LORD to chard-
en their hearts, that they should
come against Israel in battle, that
He might utterly destroy them, and
that they might receive no mercy,
but that He might destroy them, as
the LORD had commanded Moses.

21And at that time Joshua came
and cut off the dAnakim from the
mountains: from Hebron, from De-
bir, from Anab, from all the moun-
tains of Judah, and from all the
mountains of Israel; Joshua utterly
destroyed them with their cities.

22None of the Anakim were left
in the land of the children of Israel;
they remained only in Gaza, in
Gath, and in Ashdod.

23So Joshua took the whole land,
according to all that the LORD had
esaid to Moses; and Joshua gave it as
an inheritance to Israel according to
their divisions by their tribes. Then
the land frested from war.

Roster of the kings conquered
by Moses and Joshua

12THESE are the kings of the
gland whom the children of

Israel defeated, and whose land
they possessed on the other side of
the Jordan toward the rising of the
sun, from the River Arnon to Mount
Hermon, and all the eastern Jordan
hplain:

2One king was iSihon king of the
Amorites, who dwelt in Heshbon
and ruled half of Gilead, from Aroer,
which is on the bank of the River
Arnon, from the middle of that riv-
er, even as far as the River Jabbok,
which is the border of the Am-
monites,

3and the eastern Jordan jplain
from the Sea of Chinneroth as far as
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12:1 kings. Kings of vv. 1–6 defeated by Moses; vv. 7–24, by Joshua.



19the king of Madon, one; the
king of Hazor, one;

20the king of Shimron Meron,
one; the king of Achshaph, one;

21the king of Taanach, one; the
king of Megiddo, one;

22the king of Kedesh, one; the
king of Jokneam in Carmel, one;

23the king of Dor in the heights of
Dor, one; the king of the people of
Gilgal, one;

24the king of Tirzah, one—aall
the kings, thirty-one.

III. The Allocation of Territories
to the Tribes, 13—22

Allotment of two and one-half tribes

13NOW Joshua was old, ad-
vanced in byears. And the

LORD said to him: “You are old, ad-
vanced in years, and there remains
very much land yet to be possessed.

2“This is the land that yet cre-
mains: all the dterritory of the Philis-
tines and all that of the Geshurites,

3“from eSihor, which is east of
Egypt, as far as the border of Ekron
northward (which is counted as
Canaanite); the five lords of the Phi-
listines—the Gazites, the Ash-
dodites, the Ashkelonites, the Git-
tites, and the Ekronites; also the
Avites;

4“from the south, all the land of
the Canaanites, and Mearah that be-
longs to the Sidonians as far as
fAphek, to the border of the Amo-
rites;

5“the land of the Gebalites,* and
all Lebanon, toward the sunrise,
from gBaal Gad below Mount Her-
mon as far as the hentrance to Ha-
math;

6“all the inhabitants of the moun-
tains from Lebanon as far as the
iBrook Misrephoth,* and all the
Sidonians—them I will drive out
from before the children of Israel;
only divide it by lot to Israel as an
jinheritance, as I have commanded
you.
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7“Now therefore, divide this land

as an inheritance to the nine tribes
and half the tribe of Manasseh.”

8With the other half tribe the
Reubenites and the Gadites re-
ceived their inheritance, which
kMoses had given them, lbeyond
the Jordan eastward, as Moses the
servant of the LORD had given them:

9from Aroer which is on the bank
of the River Arnon, and the town
that is in the midst of the ravine,
and all the plain of Medeba as far as
Dibon;

10all the cities of Sihon king of the
Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon,
as far as the border of the children
of Ammon;

11mGilead, and the border of the
Geshurites and Maachathites, all
Mount Hermon, and all Bashan as
far as Salcah;

12all the kingdom of Og in Ba-
shan, who reigned in Ashtaroth and
Edrei, who remained of the rem-
*13:5 Or Giblites *13:6 Hebrew Misrephoth
Maim

13:2 Joshua 13—19 is devoted to a geographical de-
scription of the areas of Canaan allocated to the twelve
tribes of Israel. This list is of great help in locating places
forgotten with the lapse of years. As archaeological re-
search proceeds, many such places are being rediscovered.
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Beth Nimrah, Succoth, and Zaphon,
the rest of the kingdom of Sihon
king of Heshbon, with the Jordan as
its border, as far as the edge of the
Sea of Chinnereth, on the other
side of the Jordan eastward.

28This is the inheritance of the
children of Gad according to their
families, the cities and their villages.

29mMoses also had given an in-
heritance to half the tribe of Manas-
seh; it was for half the tribe of the
children of Manasseh according to
their families:

30Their territory was from Maha-
naim, all Bashan, all the kingdom of
Og king of Bashan, and all the
ntowns of Jair which are in Bashan,
sixty cities;

31half of Gilead, and Ashtaroth
and Edrei, cities of the kingdom of
Og in Bashan, were for the children
of oMachir the son of Manasseh, for
half of the children of Machir ac-
cording to their families.

32These are the areas which Mo-
ses had distributed as an inheri-
tance in the plains of Moab on the
other side of the Jordan, by Jericho
eastward.

33But to the tribe of Levi Moses
had given no inheritance; the LORD
God of Israel was their inheritance,
as He had said to them.

Caleb’s request granted

14THESE are the areas which
the children of Israel inherit-

ed in the land of Canaan, which pEl-
eazar the priest, Joshua the son of
Nun, and the heads of the fathers of
the tribes of the children of Israel
distributed as an inheritance to
them.

2Their inheritance was by qlot, as
the LORD had commanded by the
hand of Moses, for the nine tribes
and the half-tribe.

3For Moses had given the inheri-
tance of the two tribes and the half-
tribe on the other side of the Jor-
dan; but to the Levites he had given
no inheritance among them.

4For the children of Joseph rwere
two tribes: Manasseh and Ephraim.
And they gave no part to the Levites
in the land, except scities to dwell

nant of the giants; for Moses had de-
feated and cast out athese.

13Nevertheless the children of Is-
rael bdid not drive out the Geshu-
rites or the Maachathites, but the
Geshurites and the Maachathites
dwell among the Israelites until this
day.

14Only to the tribe of Levi he had
given cno inheritance; the sacrifices
of the LORD God of Israel made by
fire are their inheritance, as He said
to them.

15dAnd Moses had given to the
tribe of the children of Reuben an in-
heritance according to their families.

16Their territory was from eAro-
er, which is on the bank of the River
Arnon, and the city that is in the
midst of the ravine, and all the plain
by Medeba;

17 fHeshbon and all its cities that
are in the plain: Dibon, Bamoth
Baal, Beth Baal Meon,

18gJahaza, Kedemoth, Mephaath,
19Kirjathaim, Sibmah, Zereth Sha-

har on the mountain of the valley,
20Beth Peor, the slopes of Pisgah,

and Beth Jeshimoth—
21all the cities of the plain and all

the kingdom of Sihon king of the
Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon,
whom Moses had struck with the
princes of hMidian: Evi, Rekem, Zur,
Hur, and Reba, who were princes of
Sihon dwelling in the country.

22The children of Israel also killed
with the sword iBalaam the son of
Beor, the soothsayer, among those
who were killed by them.

23And the border of the children
of Reuben was the bank of the Jor-
dan. This was the inheritance of the
children of Reuben according to
their families, the cities and their
villages.

24 jMoses also had given an inher-
itance to the tribe of Gad, to the
children of Gad according to their
families.

25Their territory was Jazer, and all
the cities of Gilead, and half the
land of the Ammonites as far as Aro-
er, which is before kRabbah,

26and from Heshbon to Ramath
Mizpah and Betonim, and from Ma-
hanaim to the border of Debir,

27and in the valley lBeth Haram,
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in, with their common-lands for
their livestock and their property.

5As the LORD had commanded
Moses, so the children of Israel did;
and they divided the land.

6Then the children of Judah came
to Joshua in Gilgal. And aCaleb the
son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said
to him: “You know the word which
the LORD said to Moses the man of
God concerning you and me in Ka-
desh Barnea.

7“I was forty years old when Mo-
ses the servant of the LORD bsent me
from Kadesh Barnea to spy out the
land, and I brought back word to
him as it was in my heart.

8“Nevertheless my cbrethren
who went up with me made the
heart of the people melt, but I
dwholly followed the LORD my God.

9“So Moses swore on that day,
saying, ‘Surely the land where your
foot has etrodden shall be your in-
heritance and your children’s forev-
er, because you have wholly fol-
lowed the LORD my God.’

10“And now, behold, the LORD
has kept me falive, as He said, these
g forty-five years, ever since the
LORD spoke this word to Moses
while Israel wandered in the
wilderness; and now, here I am this
day, eighty-five years old.

11“As yet I am as hstrong this day
as on the day that Moses sent me;
just as my strength was then, so
now is my strength for war, both
ifor going out and for coming in.

12“Now therefore, give me this
mountain of which the LORD spoke
in that day; for you heard in that
day jhow the Anakim were there,
and that the cities were great and
fortified. It may be that the LORD
will be with me, and I shall be able
to drive them out as the LORD said.”

13And Joshua blessed him, and
gave Hebron to Caleb the son of Je-
phunneh as an inheritance.

14Hebron therefore became the
inheritance of Caleb the son of Je-
phunneh the Kenizzite to this day,
because he wholly followed the
LORD God of Israel.

15And the name of Hebron former-

15:1

k vv. 1-62

15:2

l Num. 34:3-4

15:5

m Josh. 18:15-19

15:6

n Josh. 18:19,21

15:7

o Josh. 13:26

p Josh. 7:26

15:8

q Josh. 15:63

15:9

r Josh. 18:15

14:6

a Num. 14:24,30;
32:11-12

14:7

b Num. 13:6,26

14:8

c Deut. 1:28

d Num. 14:24

14:9

e Deut. 1:36

14:10

f Num. 14:24,30,
38

g Josh. 5:6; Neh.
9:21

14:11

h Cp. Deut. 34:7

i Cp. Deut. 31:2

14:12

j Num. 13:28,33

JOSHUA 14:5—15:9 323
ly was Kirjath Arba (Arba was the
greatest man among the Anakim).
Then the land had rest from war.

Allotment of Judah

15SO kthis was the lot of the
tribe of the children of Judah

according to their families: The bor-
der of Edom at the Wilderness of
Zin southward was the extreme
southern boundary.

2And their lsouthern border be-
gan at the shore of the Salt Sea,
from the bay that faces southward.

3Then it went out to the southern
side of the Ascent of Akrabbim,
passed along to Zin, ascended on
the south side of Kadesh Barnea,
passed along to Hezron, went up to
Adar, and went around to Karkaa.

4From there it passed toward Az-
mon and went out to the Brook of
Egypt; and the border ended at the
sea. This shall be your southern bor-
der.

5The east border was the Salt Sea
as far as the mouth of the Jordan.
And the mborder on the northern
quarter began at the bay of the sea
at the mouth of the Jordan.

6The border went up to nBeth
Hoglah and passed north of Beth Ar-
abah; and the border went up to the
stone of Bohan the son of Reuben.

7Then the border went up toward
oDebir from the pValley of Achor,
and it turned northward toward Gil-
gal, which is before the Ascent of
Adummim, which is on the south
side of the valley. The border con-
tinued toward the waters of En She-
mesh and ended at En Rogel.

8And the border went up by the
Valley of the Son of Hinnom to the
southern slope of the qJebusite city
(which is Jerusalem). The border
went up to the top of the mountain
that lies before the Valley of Hinnom
westward, which is at the end of the
Valley of Rephaim* northward.

9Then the border went around
from the top of the hill to the rfoun-
tain of the water of Nephtoah, and
extended to the cities of Mount
*15:8 Literally Giants

14:15 Hebron (Gen. 23:2; 35:27; Josh. 15:13; 21:11) was where Abraham and Sarah were buried (Gen. 23:19; 25:10).



16And Caleb said, “He who at-
tacks Kirjath Sepher and takes it, to
him I will give Achsah my daughter
as wife.”

17So iOthniel the json of Kenaz,
the brother of Caleb, took it; and he
gave him kAchsah his daughter as
wife.

18Now it was so, when she came
to him, that she persuaded him to
ask her father for a field. So she dis-
mounted from her donkey, and Ca-
leb said to her, “What do you wish?”

19She answered, “Give me a
blessing; since you have given me
land in the lSouth, give me also
springs of water.” So he gave her the
upper springs and the lower springs.

20This was the inheritance of the
tribe of the children of Judah ac-
cording to their families:

21The cities at the limits of the
tribe of the children of Judah, to-
ward the border of Edom in the
mSouth, were Kabzeel, nEder, Jagur,

22Kinah, Dimonah, Adadah,
23Kedesh, Hazor, Ithnan,
24oZiph, Telem, Bealoth,
25Hazor, Hadattah, Kerioth, Hez-

ron (which is Hazor),
26pAmam, Shema, Moladah,
27Hazar Gaddah, Heshmon, Beth

Pelet,
28Hazar Shual, qBeersheba, Biz-

jothjah,
29Baalah, Ijim, Ezem,
30Eltolad, Chesil, rHormah,
31 sZiklag, Madmannah, Sansan-

nah,
32Lebaoth, Shilhim, Ain, and

tRimmon: all the cities are twenty-
nine, with their villages.

33In the lowland: uEshtaol, Zorah,
Ashnah,

34Zanoah, En Gannim, Tappuah,
Enam,

Ephron. And the border went around
to aBaalah (which is Kirjath Jearim).

10Then the border turned west-
ward from Baalah to Mount Seir,
passed along to the side of Mount Je-
arim on the north (which is Chesa-
lon), went down to bBeth Shemesh,
and passed on to cTimnah.

11And the border went out to the
side of Ekron northward. Then the
border went around to Shicron,
passed along to Mount Baalah, and
extended to Jabneel; and the border
ended at the sea.

12The dwest border was the coast-
line of the Great Sea. This is the
boundary of the children of Judah all
around according to their families.

13eNow to Caleb the son of Je-
phunneh he fgave a share among
the children of gJudah, according to
the commandment of the LORD to
Joshua, namely, Kirjath Arba, which
is Hebron (Arba was the father of
Anak).

14Caleb drove out the three hsons
of Anak from there: Sheshai, Ahi-
man, and Talmai, the children of
Anak.

15Then he went up from there to
the inhabitants of Debir (formerly
the name of Debir was Kirjath Se-
pher).
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15:15,16 Kirjath Sepher. Or Kirjath Sannah, v. 49.
15:19 springs of water. Water was of the utmost im-

portance in the hot and arid climate of the East; thus Ac-
sah’s request. Of how much more value spiritual refresh-
ment! Cp. Ps. 87:7; John 4:14.

15:33 lowland. The “lowland” or Shephelah is a sec-
tion of the Holy Land bounded on the north by the Valley
of Aijalon, on the west by the Maritime Plain, on the east
by the Central Plateau, and reaching to Beersheba in the
south. It is characterized by low, rounded chalk hills divid-
ed by several broad valleys.

15:19 THE NECESSITY OF WATER

Water was immensely important in the economy and
religion of Israel. The need for water from rain or wells
determined the pattern of life, where settlements would
be made and what type of crops could be cultivated.
But above all, water was critical for survival.

Occurrence Reference
Lot chooses land Genesis 13:10
Hagar and Ishmael Genesis 21:14–19
Finding Rebekah Genesis 24:11
Dispute over wells Genesis 26:19–22
Jacob finds Rachel Genesis 29:1–3
Nile River turns to blood Exodus 7:24
Elim Exodus 15:27
Water from a rock Exodus 17:3–7
People cry for water Numbers 20:5–11
The Promised Land Deuteronomy 8:7
Achsah’s request Joshua 15:18–19
Samson’s need Judges 15:19
Abundance of rain 1 Kings 18:41–45
Valley full of water 2 Kings 3:17,20
A place of peace Psalm 23:2



35Jarmuth, aAdullam, Socoh, Aze-
kah,

36Sharaim, Adithaim, Gederah,
and Gederothaim: fourteen cities
with their villages;

37Zenan, Hadashah, Migdal Gad,
38Dilean, Mizpah, Joktheel,
39bLachish, Bozkath, cEglon,
40Cabbon, Lahmas,* Kithlish,
41Gederoth, Beth Dagon, Naa-

mah, and Makkedah: sixteen cities
with their villages;

42dLibnah, Ether, Ashan,
43Jiphtah, Ashnah, Nezib,
44Keilah, Achzib, and Mareshah:

nine cities with their villages;
45Ekron, with its towns and vil-

lages;
46from Ekron to the sea, all that lay

near eAshdod, with their villages;
47Ashdod with its towns and vil-

lages, fGaza with its towns and vil-
lages—as far as the gBrook of Egypt
and the Great Sea with its coastline.

48And in the mountain country:
Shamir, Jattir, Sochoh,

49Dannah, Kirjath Sannah (which
is Debir),

50Anab, Eshtemoh, Anim,
51Goshen, Holon, and Giloh:

eleven cities with their villages;
52Arab, Dumah, Eshean,
53Janum, Beth Tappuah, Aphekah,
54Humtah, Kirjath Arba (which is

Hebron), and Zior: nine cities with
their villages;

55hMaon, Carmel, Ziph, Juttah,
56Jezreel, Jokdeam, Zanoah,
57Kain, Gibeah, and Timnah: ten

cities with their villages;
58Halhul, Beth Zur, Gedor,
59Maarath, Beth Anoth, and Elte-

kon: six cities with their villages;
60 iKirjath Baal (which is Kirjath

Jearim) and Rabbah: two cities with
their villages.

61In the wilderness: Beth Arabah,
Middin, Secacah,

62Nibshan, the City of Salt, and
jEn Gedi: six cities with their vil-
lages.

63As for the kJebusites, the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem, the children of Ju-
dah could not drive them out; but
the Jebusites dwell with the children
of Judah at Jerusalem to this day.
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Allotment of Ephraim

16 lTHE lot fell to the children
of Joseph from the Jordan, by

Jericho, to the waters of Jericho on
the east, to the mwilderness that
goes up from Jericho through the
mountains to Bethel,

2then went out from nBethel to
Luz,* passed along to the border of
the Archites at Ataroth,

3and went down westward to the
boundary of the Japhletites, as far as
the boundary of oLower Beth Horon
to pGezer; and it ended at the sea.

4So the children of Joseph, Ma-
nasseh and Ephraim, took their in-
heritance.

5qThe border of the children of
Ephraim, according to their fami-
lies, was thus: The border of their
inheritance on the east side was
rAtaroth Addar as far as Upper Beth
Horon.

6And the border went out toward
the sea on the north side of sMich-
methath; then the border went
around eastward to Taanath Shiloh,
and passed by it on the east of
Janohah.

7Then it went down from Janohah
to Ataroth and Naarah, reached to
Jericho, and came out at the Jordan.

8The border went out from tTap-
puah westward to the Brook uKa-
nah, and it ended at the sea. This
was the inheritance of the tribe of
the children of Ephraim according
to their families.

9The separate cities for the chil-
dren of Ephraim were among the in-
heritance of the children of Manas-
seh, all the cities with their villages.

10And they vdid not drive out the
Canaanites who dwelt in Gezer; but
the Canaanites dwell among the
Ephraimites to this day and have be-
come forced laborers.

Allotment of Manasseh

17wTHERE was also a lot for
the tribe of Manasseh, for he

was the firstborn of Joseph: namely
for xMachir the firstborn of Manas-
seh, the father of Gilead, because he
*15:40 Or Lahmam *16:2 Septuagint reads
Bethel (that is, Luz).

15:49 Kirjath Sannah. Or Kirjath Sepher, Josh. 15:15,16. 16:7 Naarah. Or Naaran, 1 Chr. 7:28.



LORD, he gave them an inheritance
among their father’s brothers.

5Ten shares fell to eManasseh, be-
sides the land of Gilead and Bashan,
which were on the other side of the
Jordan,

6because the daughters of Manas-
seh received an inheritance among
his sons; and the rest of Manasseh’s
sons had the land of Gilead.

7And the territory of Manasseh
was from Asher to fMichmethath,
that lies east of Shechem; and the
border went along south to the in-
habitants of En Tappuah.

8Manasseh had the land of Tappu-
ah, but Tappuah on the border of
Manasseh belonged to the children
of Ephraim.

9And the border descended to the
Brook Kanah, southward to the
brook. gThese cities of Ephraim are
among the cities of Manasseh. The
border of Manasseh was on the
north side of the brook; and it end-
ed at the sea.

10Southward it was Ephraim’s,
northward it was Manasseh’s, and
the sea was its border. Manasseh’s
territory was adjoining Asher on the
north and Issachar on the east.

11And in Issachar and in Asher,
hManasseh had iBeth Shean and its
towns, Ibleam and its towns, the in-
habitants of Dor and its towns, the
inhabitants of En Dor and its towns,
the inhabitants of Taanach and its
towns, and the inhabitants of Me-
giddo and its towns—three hilly re-
gions.

12Yet the children of Manasseh
could jnot drive out the inhabitants
of those cities, but the Canaanites
were determined to dwell in that
land.

13And it happened, when the chil-
dren of Israel grew strong, that they
put the Canaanites to kforced labor,
but did not utterly drive them out.

14Then the children of Joseph
spoke to Joshua, saying, “Why have
you given us only one lot and one
share to inherit, since we are a
lgreat people, inasmuch as the LORD
has blessed us until now?”

15So Joshua answered them, “If
you are a great people, then go up

was a man of war; therefore he was
given Gilead and Bashan.

2And there was a lot for the rest
of the achildren of Manasseh ac-
cording to their families: for the
children of Abiezer,* the children of
Helek, the children of Asriel, the
children of Shechem, the children
of Hepher, and the children of She-
mida; these were the male children
of Manasseh the son of Joseph ac-
cording to their families.

3But bZelophehad the son of He-
pher, the son of Gilead, the son of
Machir, the son of Manasseh, had
no sons, but only daughters. And
these are the names of his daugh-
ters: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Mil-
cah, and Tirzah.

4And they came near before cEle-
azar the priest, before Joshua the
son of Nun, and before the rulers,
saying, “The LORD commanded Mo-
ses to give us an inheritance among
our brothers.” Therefore, daccord-
ing to the commandment of the
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to the forest country and clear a
place for yourself there in the land
of the Perizzites and the giants,
since the mountains of Ephraim are
too confined for you.”

16But the children of Joseph said,
“The mountain country is not
enough for us; and all the Canaan-
ites who dwell in the land of the
valley have chariots of iron, both
those who are of Beth Shean and its
towns and those who are of the Val-
ley of Jezreel.”

17And Joshua spoke to the house
of Joseph—to Ephraim and Manas-
seh—saying, “You are a great peo-
ple and have great power; you shall
not have only one lot,

18“but the mountain country shall
be yours. Although it is wooded,
you shall cut it down, and its far-
thest extent shall be yours; for you
shall drive out the Canaanites,
though they have iron achariots and
are strong.”

Tabernacle set up at Shiloh

18NOW the whole congrega-
tion of the children of Israel

assembled together at bShiloh, and
set up the tabernacle of meeting
there. And the land was subdued
before them.

Division of remaining land
2But there remained among the

children of Israel seven tribes which
had not yet received their inheri-
tance.

3Then Joshua said to the children
of Israel: “How long will you cne-
glect to go and possess the land
which the LORD God of your fathers
has given you?

4“Pick out from among you three
men for each tribe, and I will send
them; they shall rise and go through
the land, survey it according to their
inheritance, and come back to me.

5“And they shall divide it into
seven parts. dJudah shall remain in
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their territory on the south, and the
ehouse of Joseph shall remain in
their territory on the north.

6“You shall therefore survey the
land in seven parts and bring the
survey here to me, that I may cast
lots for you here before the LORD
our God.

7“But the fLevites have no part
among you, for the priesthood of
the LORD is their inheritance. And
Gad, Reuben, and half the tribe of
Manasseh have received their in-
heritance beyond the Jordan on the
east, which Moses the servant of
the LORD gave them.”

8Then the men arose to go away;
and Joshua charged those who went
to survey the land, saying, “Go,
walk gthrough the land, survey it,
and come back to me, that I may
cast lots for you here before the
LORD in Shiloh.”

9So the men went, passed
through the land, and wrote the sur-
vey in a book in seven parts by cit-
ies; and they came to Joshua at the
camp in Shiloh.

10Then Joshua cast hlots for them
in Shiloh before the LORD, and there
iJoshua divided the land to the chil-
dren of Israel according to their di-
visions.

Allotment of Benjamin
11 jNow the lot of the tribe of the

children of Benjamin came up ac-
cording to their families, and the
territory of their lot came out be-
tween the children of Judah and the
children of Joseph.

12Their border on the north side
began at the Jordan, and the border
went up to the side of Jericho on
the north, and went up through the
mountains westward; it ended at
the Wilderness of Beth Aven.

13The border went over from
there toward Luz, to the side of kLuz
(which is Bethel) southward; and
the border descended to Ataroth Ad-

17:15 giants. Hebrew Rephaim. Gen. 15:20.
18:1 Shiloh was situated in the tribal allotment of

Ephraim. Built on a hill about nine miles north of Bethel
(compare Judg. 21:19), it had a commanding and some-
what central location. The tabernacle of meeting was tem-
porarily located there (Josh. 18:1; 19:51; Judg. 18:31), and

at that time the meeting place had doorposts and doors
and was called a “tabernacle” (1 Sam. 1:9; 3:3). Although
the destruction of Shiloh is not described in the records of
this period (1 Sam. 4), it must have been overwhelming, on
account of the wickedness of the children of Israel (Ps.
78:60; Jer. 7:12,14; 26:6).



and Gaba: twelve cities with their
villages;

25 fGibeon, gRamah, Beeroth,
26Mizpah, Chephirah, Mozah,
27Rekem, Irpeel, Taralah,
28Zelah, Eleph, Jebus (which is

hJerusalem), Gibeath, and Kirjath:
fourteen cities with their villages.
This was the inheritance of the chil-
dren of Benjamin according to their
families.

Allotments of Simeon (v. 1), Zebulun
(v. 10), Issachar (v. 17), Asher

(v. 24), Naphtali (v. 32), Dan (v. 40)

19 iTHE second lot came out for
Simeon, for the tribe of the

children of Simeon according to
their families. And their inheritance
was within the inheritance of the
children of Judah.

2They had in their inheritance
jBeersheba (Sheba), Moladah,

3Hazar Shual, Balah, Ezem,
4Eltolad, Bethul, Hormah,
5Ziklag, Beth Marcaboth, Hazar

Susah,
6Beth Lebaoth, and Sharuhen:

thirteen cities and their villages;
7Ain, Rimmon, Ether, and Ashan:

four cities and their villages;
8and all the villages that were all

around these cities as far as Baalath
Beer, kRamah of the South. This was
the inheritance of the tribe of the
children of Simeon according to
their families.

9The inheritance of the children
of Simeon was included in the share
of the children of Judah, for the
share of the children of Judah was
too much for them. Therefore the
children of Simeon had their inheri-
tance within the inheritance of that
people.

10 lThe third lot came out for the
children of Zebulun according to

dar, near the hill that lies on the
south side of aLower Beth Horon.

14Then the border extended
around the west side to the south,
from the hill that lies before Beth
Horon southward; and it ended at
Kirjath Baal (which is Kirjath Jea-
rim), a city of the children of Judah.
This was the west side.

15The south side began at the end
of bKirjath Jearim, and the border
extended on the west and went out
to the spring of the cwaters of Neph-
toah.

16Then the border came down to
the end of the mountain that lies
before the Valley of the Son of Hin-
nom, which is in the Valley of the
Rephaim* on the north, descended
to the Valley of Hinnom, to the side
of the Jebusite city on the south,
and descended to En Rogel.

17And it went around from the
north, went out to En Shemesh, and
extended toward Geliloth, which is
before the Ascent of Adummim,
and descended to the dstone of Bo-
han the son of Reuben.

18Then it passed along toward the
north side of Arabah,* and went
down to Arabah.

19And the border passed along to
the north side of Beth Hoglah; then
the border ended at the north bay at
the eSalt Sea, at the south end of the
Jordan. This was the southern
boundary.

20The Jordan was its border on
the east side. This was the inheri-
tance of the children of Benjamin,
according to its boundaries all
around, according to their families.

21Now the cities of the tribe of
the children of Benjamin, according
to their families, were Jericho, Beth
Hoglah, Emek Keziz,

22Beth Arabah, Zemaraim, Bethel,
23Avim, Parah, Ophrah,
24Chephar Haammoni, Ophni,
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*18:16 Literally Giants *18:18 Or Beth Arabah
(compare 15:6 and 18:22)

18:18 Arabah refers to the valley which runs from the
Sea of Galilee to the Gulf of Aqabah. South of the Dead
Sea the name is still retained (Wady el-Arabah).

19:5 Hazar. Or Hazar Susim, 1 Chr. 4:31.
19:8 The South translates the Hebrew word Negev, which

is based on a word meaning “to be dry.” It is a geographical
term which refers to a specific section of Palestine (e.g. Gen.

13:1) located between Debir and the Arabian Desert. It is an
arid region most of the year. Since this area was south of the
larger part of Israel, the word also came to be used to denote
that direction (compare Gen. 13:14; Dan. 8:4,9; 11:5, etc.).

19:9 Inasmuch as Simeon had no definite portion allot-
ted to it (Gen. 49:5–7), its inheritance was “included in the
share of the children of Judah.”



their families, and the border of
their inheritance was as far as Sarid.

11Their aborder went toward the
west and to Maralah, went to Dab-
basheth, and extended along the
brook that is east of bJokneam.

12Then from Sarid it went east-
ward toward the sunrise along the
border of Chisloth Tabor, and went
out toward cDaberath, bypassing Ja-
phia.

13And from there it passed along
on the east of dGath Hepher, toward
Eth Kazin, and extended to Rim-
mon, which borders on Neah.

14Then the border went around it
on the north side of Hannathon, and
it ended in the Valley of Jiphthah El.

15Included were Kattath, Nahallal,
Shimron, Idalah, and Bethlehem:
twelve cities with their villages.

16This was the inheritance of the
children of Zebulun according to
their families, these cities with their
villages.

17eThe fourth lot came out to Is-
sachar, for the children of Issachar
according to their families.

18And their territory went to Jez-
reel, and included Chesulloth, Shu-
nem,

19Haphraim, Shion, Anaharath,
20Rabbith, Kishion, Abez,
21Remeth, En Gannim, En Had-

dah, and Beth Pazzez.
22And the border reached to Tabor,

Shahazimah, and fBeth Shemesh;
their border ended at the Jordan: six-
teen cities with their villages.

23This was the inheritance of the
tribe of the children of Issachar ac-
cording to their families, the cities
and their villages.

24gThe fifth lot came out for the
tribe of the children of Asher ac-
cording to their families.

25And their territory included
Helkath, Hali, Beten, Achshaph,

26Alammelech, Amad, and Mi-
shal; it reached to hMount Carmel
westward, along the Brook Shihor
Libnath.

27It turned toward the sunrise to
Beth Dagon; and it reached to Zebu-
lun and to the Valley of Jiphthah El,
then northward beyond Beth Emek
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and Neiel, bypassing iCabul which
was on the left,

28including Ebron,* Rehob, Ham-
mon, and Kanah, as far as Greater
Sidon.

29And the border turned to Ra-
mah and to the fortified city of Tyre;
then the border turned to Hosah,
and ended at the sea by the region
of Achzib.

30Also Ummah, Aphek, and Re-
hob were included: twenty-two cit-
ies with their villages.

31This was the inheritance of the
tribe of the children of Asher ac-
cording to their families, these cit-
ies with their villages.

32 jThe sixth lot came out to the
children of Naphtali, for the chil-
dren of Naphtali according to their
families.

33And their border began at He-
leph, enclosing the territory from
the terebinth tree in Zaanannim,
Adami Nekeb, and Jabneel, as far as
Lakkum; it ended at the Jordan.

34From Heleph the border ex-
tended westward to Aznoth Tabor,
and went out from there toward
Hukkok; it adjoined Zebulun on the
south side and Asher on the west
side, and ended at Judah by the Jor-
dan toward the sunrise.

35And the fortified cities are Zid-
dim, Zer, Hammath, Rakkath, Chin-
nereth,

36Adamah, Ramah, Hazor,
37kKedesh, Edrei, En Hazor,
38Iron, Migdal El, Horem, Beth

Anath, and Beth Shemesh: nineteen
cities with their villages.

39This was the inheritance of the
tribe of the children of Naphtali ac-
cording to their families, the cities
and their villages.

40 lThe seventh lot came out for
the tribe of the children of Dan ac-
cording to their families.

41And the territory of their inher-
itance was Zorah, mEshtaol, Ir She-
mesh,

42Shaalabbin, nAijalon, Jethlah,
43Elon, Timnah, oEkron,

*19:28 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and
Vulgate; a few Hebrew manuscripts read Abdon
(compare 21:30 and 1 Chronicles 6:74).

19:42 Shaalabbin. Or Shaalbim, Judg. 1:35; 1 Kin. 4:9.



Six cities appointed
as places of refuge (Num. 35)

20THE LORD also spoke to Josh-
ua, saying,

2“Speak to the children of Israel,
saying: ‘Appoint for yourselves cit-
ies of refuge, of which I spoke to
you through Moses,

3‘that the slayer who kills a person
accidentally or unintentionally may
flee there; and they shall be your
refuge from the cavenger of blood.

4‘And when he flees to one of
those cities, and stands at the den-
trance of the gate of the city, and de-
clares his case in the hearing of the
elders of that city, they shall take
him into the city as one of them,
and give him a place, that he may
edwell among them.

5‘Then if the favenger of blood
pursues him, they shall not deliver
the slayer into his hand, because he
struck his neighbor unintentionally,
but did not hate him beforehand.

6‘And he shall dwell in that city
until he stands before the congrega-
tion for g judgment, and until the
death of the one who is high priest
in those days. Then the slayer may
return and come to his own city and
his own house, to the city from
which he fled.’ ”

7So they appointed hKedesh in
Galilee, in the mountains of Naph-
tali, Shechem in the mountains of
Ephraim, and Kirjath Arba (which is
Hebron) in the mountains of Judah.

8And on the other side of the Jor-
dan, by Jericho eastward, they as-

44Eltekeh, Gibbethon, Baalath,
45Jehud, Bene Berak, Gath Rim-

mon,
46Me Jarkon, and Rakkon, with

the region near Joppa.
47And the border of the children

of Dan went beyond these, because
the children of Dan went up to fight
against Leshem and took it; and
they struck it with the edge of the
sword, took possession of it, and
dwelt in it. They called Leshem,
Dan, after the name of Dan their fa-
ther.

48This is the inheritance of the
tribe of the children of Dan accord-
ing to their families, these cities
with their villages.

Joshua’s special portion
49When they had made an end of

dividing the land as an inheritance
according to their borders, the chil-
dren of Israel gave an inheritance
among them to Joshua the son of
Nun.

50According to the word of the
LORD they gave him the city which
he asked for, aTimnath Serah in the
mountains of Ephraim; and he built
the city and dwelt in it.

51These were the inheritances
which Eleazar the priest, Joshua the
son of Nun, and the heads of the fa-
thers of the tribes of the children of
Israel divided as an inheritance by
lot in bShiloh before the LORD, at
the door of the tabernacle of meet-
ing. So they made an end of divid-
ing the country.
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19:51 Eleazar . . . Joshua . . . heads. God had told Mo-
ses whom he should appoint to divide the land (Num.
34:17–29).

20:2 cities of refuge. In Num. 35:6,9–28 the general
command is given to set aside six cities of refuge, three on
each side of the Jordan River (v. 14). In Deut. 4:41–43, Mo-
ses sets aside three cities east of the Jordan (Bezer, Ramoth,
and Golan, v. 43) prior to the conquest of Canaan. Joshua
20 records the law of the cities of refuge and tells of the as-
signment by Joshua of three cities west of the river (Kedesh,
Shechem, and Kirjath Arba, v. 7). Here, too, reassignment
of the three cities on the other side of the Jordan is record-
ed (v. 8). The law of the cities of refuge is recounted in de-
tail in Deut. 19:1–13, and they are alluded to in Ex. 21:13.

The cities of refuge are illustrative of Christ sheltering
the sinner from judgment (Rom. 8:1,33–34; Heb. 6:17–20;
cp. Ps. 46:1; 142:5).

20:7 THE CITIES OF REFUGE

Six cities in Israel were designated to be a place of shel-
ter for anyone who accidentally killed a person. He
would be safe there from any retaliation until his judg-
ment before the congregation.

City Tribe Reference
Kedesh Naphtali Joshua 20:7
Shechem Ephraim Joshua 20:7
Kirjath Arba (Hebron) Judah Joshua 20:7
Bezer Reuben Joshua 20:8
Ramoth Gad Joshua 20:8
Golan Manasseh Joshua 20:8

Also see the map on page 251.



signed aBezer in the wilderness on
the plain, from the tribe of Reuben,
bRamoth in Gilead, from the tribe of
Gad, and bGolan in Bashan, from
the tribe of Manasseh.

9These were the cities appointed
for all the children of Israel and for
the stranger who dwelt among
them, that whoever killed a person
accidentally might flee there, and
not die by the hand of the avenger
of blood until he stood before the
congregation.

Levites’ forty-eight cities

21THEN the heads of the fa-
thers’ houses of the cLevites

came near to dEleazar the priest, to
Joshua the son of Nun, and to the
heads of the fathers’ houses of the
tribes of the children of Israel.

2And they spoke to them at eShi-
loh in the land of Canaan, saying,
“The fLORD commanded through
Moses to give us cities to dwell in,
with their common-lands for our
livestock.”

3So the children of Israel gave to
the Levites from their inheritance, at
the commandment of the LORD,
these cities and their common-lands:

4Now the g lot came out for the
families of the Kohathites. And the
children of hAaron the priest, who
were of the Levites, had thirteen cit-
ies by lot from the tribe of Judah,
from the tribe of Simeon, and from
the tribe of Benjamin.
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5The rest of the children of Ko-

hath had ten cities by lot from the
families of the tribe of Ephraim,
from the tribe of Dan, and from the
half-tribe of Manasseh.

6And the children of Gershon had
thirteen cities by lot from the fami-
lies of the tribe of Issachar, from the
tribe of Asher, from the tribe of
Naphtali, and from the half-tribe of
Manasseh in Bashan.

7The children of Merari according
to their families had twelve cities
from the tribe of Reuben, from the
tribe of Gad, and from the tribe of
Zebulun.

8And the children of Israel gave
these cities with their common-
lands by lot to the Levites, as the
LORD had commanded by the hand
of Moses.

9So they gave from the tribe of the
children of Judah and from the tribe
of the children of Simeon these cit-
ies which are designated by name,

10which were for the children of
Aaron, one of the families of the Ko-
hathites, who were of the children
of Levi; for the lot was theirs first.

11 iAnd they gave them Kirjath
Arba (jArba was the father of Anak),
which is Hebron, in the mountains
of Judah, with the common-land
surrounding it.

12But the fields of the city and its
villages they gave to kCaleb the son
of Jephunneh as his possession.

13Thus to the children of Aaron

21:1 THE CITIES OF THE LEVITES

Since the tribe of Levi was never given their own territory, they were given, from each tribe, a city and its surround-
ing land. The Levites did not control these cities, but they served as priests there.

From the tribe of Number of Cities City
Judah and Simeon 9 Hebron, Libnah, Jattir, Eshtemoa, Holon, Debir, Ain, Juttah, Beth Shemesh
Benjamin 4 Gibeon, Geba, Anathoth, Almon
Ephraim 4 Shechem, Gezer, Kibzaim, Beth Horon
Dan 4 Eltekeh, Gibbethon, Aijalon, Gath Rimmon
Manasseh (half) 2 Tanach, Gath Rimmon
Manasseh (other half) 2 Golan, Be Eshterah
Issachar 4 Kishion, Daberath, Jarmuth, En Gannim
Asher 4 Mishal, Abdon, Helkath, Rehob
Naphtali 3 Kedesh, Hammoth Dor, Kartan
Zebulun 4 Jokneam, Kartah, Dimnah, Nahalal
Reuben 4 Bezer, Jahaz, Kedemoth, Mephaath
Gad 4 Ramoth, Mahanaim, Heshbon, Jazer



Kishion with its common-land, Dab-
erath with its common-land,

29Jarmuth with its common-land,
and En Gannim with its common-
land: four cities;

30and from the tribe of Asher, Mi-
shal with its common-land, Abdon
with its common-land,

31Helkath with its common-land,
and Rehob with its common-land:
four cities;

32and from the tribe of Naphtali,
jKedesh in Galilee with its com-
mon-land (a city of refuge for the
slayer), Hammoth Dor with its com-
mon-land, and Kartan with its com-
mon-land: three cities.

33All the cities of the Gershonites
according to their families were
thirteen cities with their common-
lands.

34kAnd to the families of the chil-
dren of lMerari, the rest of the Le-
vites, from the tribe of Zebulun, Jok-
neam with its common-land, Kartah
with its common-land,

35Dimnah with its common-land,
and Nahalal with its common-land:
four cities;

36and from the tribe of mReuben,
Bezer with its common-land, Jahaz
with its common-land,

37Kedemoth with its common-
land, and Mephaath with its com-
mon-land: four cities;*

38and from the tribe of Gad, nRa-
moth in Gilead with its common-
land (a city of refuge for the slayer),
Mahanaim with its common-land,

39Heshbon with its common-land,
and Jazer with its common-land:
four cities in all.

40So all the cities for the children
of Merari according to their families,
the rest of the families of the Le-
vites, were by their lot twelve cities.

41All the cities of the Levites
within the possession of the chil-
dren of Israel were oforty-eight cit-
ies with their common-lands.

42Every one of these cities had its
common-land surrounding it; thus
were all these cities.

the priest they gave Hebron with its
common-land (a acity of refuge for
the slayer), bLibnah with its com-
mon-land,

14Jattir with its common-land,
Eshtemoa with its common-land,

15cHolon with its common-land,
Debir with its common-land,

16Ain with its common-land, Jut-
tah with its common-land, and Beth
Shemesh with its common-land:
nine cities from those two tribes;

17and from the tribe of Benjamin,
Gibeon with its common-land, Geba
with its common-land,

18Anathoth with its common-
land, and Almon with its common-
land: four cities.

19All the cities of the children of
Aaron, the priests, were thirteen
cities with their common-lands.

20dAnd the families of the chil-
dren of Kohath, the Levites, the rest
of the children of Kohath, even they
had the cities of their lot from the
tribe of Ephraim.

21For they gave them eShechem
with its common-land in the moun-
tains of Ephraim (a city of refuge for
the slayer), fGezer with its com-
mon-land,

22Kibzaim with its common-land,
and Beth Horon with its common-
land: four cities;

23and from the tribe of Dan, Elte-
keh with its common-land, Gibbe-
thon with its common-land,

24gAijalon with its common-land,
and Gath Rimmon with its com-
mon-land: four cities;

25and from the half-tribe of Ma-
nasseh, Tanach with its common-
land and Gath Rimmon with its
common-land: two cities.

26All the ten cities with their com-
mon-lands were for the rest of the
families of the children of Kohath.

27hAlso to the children of Ger-
shon, of the families of the Levites,
from the other half-tribe of Manas-
seh, they gave iGolan in Bashan
with its common-land (a city of
refuge for the slayer), and Be Esh-
terah with its common-land: two
cities;

28and from the tribe of Issachar,
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God’s promise fulfilled
43So the LORD gave to Israel all

the land of which He had asworn to
give to their fathers, and they took
bpossession of it and dwelt in it.

44cThe LORD gave them drest all
around, according to all that He had
sworn to their fathers. And not a
man of all their enemies stood
against them; the LORD delivered all
their enemies into their hand.

45eNot a word failed of any good
thing which the LORD had spoken to
the house of Israel. All came to pass.

The two and one-half tribes sent home

22THEN Joshua called the Reu-
benites, the Gadites, and half

the tribe of Manasseh,
2and said to them: “You have kept

all that fMoses the servant of the
LORD commanded you, and have
obeyed my voice in all that gI com-
manded you.

3“You have not left your brethren
these many days, up to this day, but
have kept the charge of the com-
mandment of the LORD your God.

4“And now the LORD your God
has given hrest to your brethren, as
He promised them; now therefore,
return and go to your tents and to
the land of your possession, which
Moses the servant of the LORD gave
you on the other side of the Jordan.

5“But take careful heed to do the
commandment and the law which
Moses the servant of the LORD com-
manded iyou, to love the LORD your
God, to walk in all His ways, to
keep His commandments, to hold
fast to Him, and to serve Him with
all your heart and with all your
soul.”

6So Joshua blessed them and sent
them away, and they went to their
tents.

7Now to half the tribe of Manas-
seh Moses had given a possession in
Bashan, but to the jother half of it
Joshua gave a possession among
their brethren on this side of the
Jordan, westward. And indeed,
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when Joshua sent them away to
their tents, he blessed them,

8and spoke to them, saying, “Re-
turn with much riches to your
tents, with very much livestock,
with silver, with gold, with bronze,
with iron, and with very much
clothing. Divide the spoil of your
enemies with your brethren.”

9So the children of Reuben, the
children of Gad, and half the tribe
of Manasseh returned, and departed
from the children of Israel at Shiloh,
which is in the land of Canaan, to
go to the country of Gilead, to the
land of their possession, which they
had obtained according to the word
of the LORD by the hand of Moses.

The misunderstood altar built by
the two and one-half tribes

10And when they came to the re-
gion of the Jordan which is in the
land of Canaan, the children of Reu-
ben, the children of Gad, and half
the tribe of Manasseh built an altar
there by the Jordan—a great, im-
pressive altar.

11Now the children of Israel
kheard someone say, “Behold, the
children of Reuben, the children of
Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh
have built an laltar on the frontier of
the land of Canaan, in the region of
the Jordan—on the children of Isra-
el’s side.”

12And when the children of Israel
heard of it, the whole congregation
of the children of Israel gathered to-
gether at mShiloh to go to war
against them.

13Then the children of Israel sent
nPhinehas the son of Eleazar the
priest to the children of Reuben, to
the children of Gad, and to half the
tribe of Manasseh, into the land of
Gilead,

14and with him ten rulers, one
ruler each from the chief house of
every tribe of Israel; and each one
was the head of the house of his fa-
ther among the divisions* of Israel.

15Then they came to the children
*22:14 Literally thousands

22:10 altar. The fact that only one altar was used by
the whole nation as early as this time is strong evidence
against the erroneous contention of certain critics that cen-

tralization of worship (in Jerusalem) did not take place un-
til the reformation of Josiah (2 Kin. 22:8–20).



to our hdescendants, saying, “What
have you to do with the LORD God
of Israel?

25“For the LORD has made the Jor-
dan a border between you and us,
you children of Reuben and chil-
dren of Gad. You have no part in the
LORD.” So your descendants would
make our descendants cease fearing
the LORD.’

26“Therefore we said, ‘Let us now
prepare to build ourselves an altar,
not for burnt offering nor for sacri-
fice,

27‘but that it may be a iwitness
between you and us and our genera-
tions after us, that we may perform
the service of the jLORD before Him
with our burnt offerings, with our
sacrifices, and with our peace offer-
ings; that your descendants may not
say to our descendants in time to
come, “You have no part in the
LORD.” ’

28“Therefore we said that it will
be, when they say this to us or to
our generations in time to come,
that we may say, ‘Here is the replica
of the altar of the LORD which our
fathers made, though not for burnt
offerings nor for sacrifices; but it is a
kwitness between you and us.’

29“Far be it from us that we
should rebel against the LORD, and
turn from following the LORD this
day, to build an altar for burnt offer-
ings, for grain offerings, or for sacri-
fices, besides the altar of the LORD
our God which is before His taber-
nacle.”

30Now when Phinehas the priest
and the rulers of the congregation,
the heads of the divisions* of Israel
who were with him, heard the
words that the children of Reuben,
the children of Gad, and the chil-
dren of Manasseh spoke, it pleased
them.

31Then Phinehas the son of Elea-
zar the priest said to the children of
Reuben, the children of Gad, and
the children of Manasseh, “This day
we perceive that the lLORD is among
us, because you have not commit-
ted this treachery against the LORD.
Now you have delivered the chil-

of Reuben, to the children of Gad,
and to half the tribe of Manasseh, to
the land of Gilead, and they spoke
with them, saying,

16“Thus says the whole congrega-
tion of the LORD: ‘What atreachery
is this that you have committed
against the God of Israel, to turn
away this day from following the
LORD, in that you have built for
yourselves an altar, that you might
brebel this day against the LORD?

17‘Is the iniquity of cPeor not
enough for us, from which we are
not cleansed till this day, although
there was a plague in the congrega-
tion of the LORD,

18‘but that you must turn away
this day from following the LORD?
And it shall be, if you rebel today
against the LORD, that tomorrow He
will be angry with the dwhole con-
gregation of Israel.

19‘Nevertheless, if the land of
your possession is unclean, then
cross over to the land of the posses-
sion of the LORD, where the LORD’S
tabernacle stands, and take posses-
sion among us; but do not rebel
against the LORD, nor rebel against
us, by building yourselves an altar
besides the altar of the LORD our
God.

20‘Did not eAchan the son of Ze-
rah commit a trespass in the ac-
cursed thing, and wrath fell on all
the congregation of Israel? And that
man did not perish alone in his in-
iquity.’ ”

21Then the children of Reuben,
the children of Gad, and half the
tribe of Manasseh answered and
said to the heads of the divisions* of
Israel:

22“The fLORD God of gods, the
LORD God of gods, He knows, and
let Israel itself know—if it is in re-
bellion, or if in treachery against the
LORD, do not save us this day.

23“If we have built ourselves an
altar to turn from following the
LORD, or if to offer on it gburnt of-
ferings or grain offerings, or if to of-
fer peace offerings on it, let the
LORD Himself require an account.

24“But in fact we have done it for
fear, for a reason, saying, ‘In time to
come your descendants may speak
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dren of Israel out of the hand of the
LORD.”

32And Phinehas the son of Elea-
zar the priest, and the rulers, re-
turned from the children of Reuben
and the children of Gad, from the
land of Gilead to the land of Ca-
naan, to the children of Israel, and
brought back word to them.

33So the thing pleased the chil-
dren of Israel, and the children of
Israel ablessed God; they spoke no
more of going against them in bat-
tle, to destroy the land where the
children of Reuben and Gad dwelt.

34The children of Reuben and the
children of Gad* called the altar,
bWitness, “For it is a witness be-
tween us that the LORD is God.”

IV. Joshua’s Final Message
and Death, 23—24

Joshua’s appeal

23NOW it came to pass, a long
time after the LORD had giv-

en crest to Israel from all their ene-
mies round about, that Joshua was
dold, advanced in age.

2And Joshua ecalled for all Israel,
for their elders, for their heads, for
their judges, and for their officers,
and said to them: “I am old, ad-
vanced in age.

3“You have seen all that the fLORD
your God has done to all these na-
tions because of you, gfor the LORD
your God is He who has fought for
you.

4“See, hI have divided to you by
lot these nations that remain, to be
an inheritance for your tribes, from
the Jordan, with all the nations that
I have cut off, as far as the Great Sea
westward.

5“And the LORD your God will ex-
pel them from before you and drive
them out of your sight. So you shall
possess their land, as the LORD your
God ipromised you.
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6“Therefore be very courageous

to keep and to do all that is written
in the Book of the Law of Moses,
lest you turn aside from it to the
right hand or to the jleft,

7“and lest you go among these na-
tions, these who remain among you.
You shall not make kmention of the
name of their gods, nor cause any-
one to lswear by them; you shall not
mserve them nor bow down to them,

8“but you shall nhold fast to the
LORD your God, as you have done to
this day.

9“For the LORD has driven out
from before you great and strong na-
tions; but as for oyou, no one has
been able to stand against you to
this day.

10“One man of you shall chase a
pthousand, for the LORD your God is
He who fights for you, as He prom-
ised you.

11“Therefore take careful heed to
yourselves, that you love the LORD
your God.

12“Or else, if indeed you do go
back, and cling to the remnant of
these nations—these that remain
among you—and make marriages
with them, and go in to them and
they to you,

13“know for certain that the LORD
your God will qno longer drive out
these nations from before you. But
they shall be snares and rtraps to
you, and scourges on your sides and
thorns in your eyes, until you perish
from this good land which the LORD
your God has given you.

14“Behold, this day I am going the
way of all the searth. And you know
in all your hearts and in all your
souls that not one thing has tfailed
of all the good things which the
LORD your God spoke concerning
you. All have come to pass for you;
not one word of them has failed.
*22:34 Septuagint adds and half the tribe of
Manasseh.

23:2 said to them. The last counsels of Joshua should be
compared with those of Moses in Deuteronomy, especially
chs. 31—33. Like Moses, Joshua reminded Israel of God’s
past blessings upon them, the necessity of continued obedi-
ence, and urged them to further conquest. He warned of the
dangers of worshiping heathen gods and of worldly alliance
with heathen nations. Departure from God would lead in-

evitably to Israel’s judgment. Joshua’s last counsels conclud-
ed with a stirring challenge to choose the LORD, to serve
Him, and were highlighted by the exhortation to put away
foreign gods (24:23), shocking evidence of incipient aposta-
sy which was already invading Israel. To Joshua’s plea Israel
readily responded, but this pledge was tragically forsaken
after the death of Joshua and the elders associated with him.



of Egypt, and you came to the hsea;
and the Egyptians pursued your fa-
thers with chariots and horsemen to
the Red Sea.

7‘So they cried out to the LORD;
and He put idarkness between you
and the Egyptians, brought the sea
upon them, and covered them. And
your eyes saw what I did in Egypt.
Then you dwelt in the wilderness a
long time.

8‘And I brought you into the land
of the jAmorites, who dwelt on the
other side of the Jordan, and they
fought with you. But I gave them
into your hand, that you might pos-
sess their land, and I destroyed
them from before you.

9‘Then kBalak the son of Zippor,
king of Moab, arose to make war
against lIsrael, and sent and called
Balaam the son of Beor to curse you.

10‘But I would not listen to Ba-
laam; therefore he continued to
mbless you. So I delivered you out of
his hand.

11‘Then you went over the Jordan
and came to Jericho. And the men
of Jericho fought against you—also
the Amorites, the Perizzites, the
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Girga-
shites, the Hivites, and the Jebu-
sites. But I delivered them into your
hand.

12‘I sent the nhornet before you
which drove them out from before
you, also the two kings of the Amo-
rites, but not with your sword or
with your bow.

13‘I have given you a land for
which you did not labor, and cities
which you did not build, and you
dwell in them; you oeat of the vine-
yards and olive groves which you
did not plant.’

15“Therefore it shall come to
pass, that as all the good things have
come upon you which the LORD
your God promised you, so the LORD
will bring upon you aall harmful
things, until He has destroyed you
from this good land which the LORD
your God has given you.

16“When you have transgressed
the covenant of the LORD your God,
which He commanded you, and
have gone and served other gods,
and bowed down to them, then the
banger of the LORD will burn against
you, and you shall perish quickly
from the good land which He has
given you.”

Joshua reviews Israel’s history

24THEN Joshua gathered all
the tribes of Israel to She-

chem and ccalled for the elders of
Israel, for their heads, for their
judges, and for their officers; and
they presented themselves before
God.

2And Joshua said to all the peo-
ple, “Thus says the LORD God of Is-
rael: d ‘Your fathers, including Te-
rah, the father of Abraham and the
father of Nahor, dwelt on the other
side of the River in old times; and
they served other gods.

3‘Then I took your father Abra-
ham from the other side of the Riv-
er, led him throughout all the land
of Canaan, and multiplied his de-
scendants and gave him eIsaac.

4‘To Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau.
To Esau I gave the fmountains of
Seir to possess, but Jacob and his
children went down to gEgypt.

5‘Also I sent Moses and Aaron,
and I plagued Egypt, according to
what I did among them. Afterward I
brought you out.

6‘Then I brought your fathers out
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Shechem: back, shoulder. A prosperous city north of
Jerusalem where Joshua renewed God’s covenant
with Israel.

24:2,3 the River. That is, the Euphrates.
24:11 Hittites. Until the twentieth century the Hittites

were unknown apart from the Bible. This once puzzling
reference to them has, however, been illuminated by the
findings of archaeology. From Egyptian monuments (Tell
el-Amarna Tablets) and the Assyrian texts, it has been

shown that these were the Kheta or Hatti. Expeditions in
the first dozen years of this century have revealed that Bog-
haz-koi in Asia Minor (east of Ankara, Turkey) was the cap-
ital of the Hittite Empire. Periods of Hittite prominence:
about 2000–1800 B.C. and about 1400–1200 B.C.

Jericho: fragrant place. The first city to be destroyed in
the Promised Land. The Israelites captured the city by
marching around it for seven days thus causing the
walls to fall down.



“Choose for yourselves this day”
14“Now therefore, fear the LORD,

serve Him in sincerity and in truth,
and put away the gods which your
fathers served on the other side of
the River and in Egypt. Serve the
LORD!

15“And if it seems evil to you to
serve the LORD, achoose for your-
selves this day whom you will
serve, bwhether the gods which
your fathers served that were on the
other side of the River, or the gods
of the Amorites, in whose land you
dwell. cBut as for me and my house,
we will serve the LORD.”

16So the people answered and
said: “Far be it from us that we
should forsake the LORD to serve
other gods;

17“for the LORD our God is He
who brought us and our fathers up
out of the land of Egypt, from the
house of bondage, who did those
great signs in our sight, and pre-
served us in all the way that we
went and among all the people
through whom we passed.

18“And the LORD drove out from
before us all the people, including
the Amorites who dwelt in the land.
dWe also will serve the LORD, for He
is our God.”

19But Joshua said to the people,
“You cannot serve the LORD, for He
is a eholy God. He is a f jealous God;
He will gnot forgive your transgres-
sions nor your sins.

20h“If you forsake the LORD and
serve i foreign gods, then He will
turn and do you harm and consume
you, after He has done you good.”

21And the people said to Joshua,
“No, but we will serve the LORD!”

22So Joshua said to the people,
“You are witnesses against your-
selves that you have chosen the
LORD for yourselves, to serve Him.”
And they said, “We are witnesses!”

23“Now therefore,” he said, j“put
away the k foreign gods which are
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among you, and lincline your heart
to the LORD God of Israel.”

24And the people msaid to Joshua,
“The LORD our God we will serve,
and His voice we will obey!”

25So Joshua made a covenant
with the people that day, and made
for them a statute and an ordinance
in Shechem.

26Then Joshua wrote these words
in the Book of the Law of God. And
he took a large stone, and set it up
nthere under the oak that was by
the sanctuary of the LORD.

27And Joshua said to all the peo-
ple, “Behold, this stone shall be a
witness to us, for it has heard all the
words of the LORD which He spoke
to us. It shall therefore be a witness
to you, lest you deny your God.”

28So Joshua let the people ode-
part, each to his own inheritance.

Death of Joshua and Eleazar;
Joseph’s bones buried

29Now it came to pass after these
things that Joshua the son of Nun,
the servant of the LORD, pdied, be-
ing one hundred and ten years old.

30And they qburied him within
the border of his inheritance at Tim-
nath Serah, which is in the moun-
tains of Ephraim, on the north side
of Mount Gaash.

31Israel served the LORD all the
days of Joshua, and all the days of
the elders who outlived Joshua,
who had known all the works of the
LORD which He had done for Israel.

32The rbones of Joseph, which
the children of Israel had brought
up out of Egypt, they sburied at She-
chem, in the tplot of ground which
Jacob had bought from the sons of
Hamor the father of Shechem for
one hundred pieces of silver, and
which had become an inheritance
of the children of Joseph.

33And uEleazar the son of Aaron
died. They buried him in a hill be-
longing to Phinehas his son, which
was given to him in the mountains
of Ephraim.

24:14 fear the LORD. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT
expression meaning reverential trust, including the hatred

of evil.
24:14,15 the River. That is, the Euphrates.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Unknown Defeat and Deliverance 11th Cent. B.C.

Background
Judges takes its title from the fact that it records the activities of twelve men and one woman, designated as judges and
raised up by God to deliver Israel in times of declension and disunion after Joshua’s death. No one was capable of such
leadership as Joshua had exercised. The fourfold cycle so common in Israel’s history (rebellion, retribution, repentance,
and restoration) occurs repeatedly. Joshua is a book of victory; Judges is a book of defeat. Joshua, the leader, had died,
but God remained. There was no necessity for defeat.

The judges were chosen from different tribes. Not all of them exercised jurisdiction over the entire territory of Israel; the
influence of some was local. In a number of cases their periods of administration probably overlapped. See also 2:18,
note.
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I. View of the Past, and Institution
of the Office of Judge, 1:1—3:4

State of things at the
death of Joshua (1:1—2:10)

1NOW after the adeath of Joshua
it came to pass that the children

of Israel basked the LORD, saying,
“Who shall be first to go up for us
against the cCanaanites to fight
against them?”

2And the LORD said, d“Judah shall
go up. Indeed I have delivered the
land into his hand.”

3So Judah said to eSimeon his
brother, “Come up with me to my
allotted territory, that we may fight
against the Canaanites; and I will
likewise go with you to your allot-
ted territory.” And Simeon went
with him.

Judah’s victories
4Then Judah went up, and the

LORD delivered the Canaanites and
the Perizzites into their hand; and
they killed ten thousand men at Be-
zek.

5And they found Adoni-Bezek in
Bezek, and fought against him; and
they defeated the Canaanites and
the Perizzites.

6Then Adoni-Bezek fled, and they
pursued him and caught him and
cut off his thumbs and big toes.

7And Adoni-Bezek said, “Seventy
kings with their thumbs and big
toes cut off used to gather scraps
under my ftable; as I have done, so
God has repaid me.” Then they
brought him to Jerusalem, and there
he died.
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8Now the children of Judah

fought against gJerusalem and took
it; they struck it with the edge of
the sword and set the city on fire.

9And afterward the children of Ju-
dah went down to fight against the
Canaanites who dwelt in the moun-
tains, in the South, and in the low-
land.

10hThen Judah went against the
Canaanites who dwelt in iHebron.
(Now the name of Hebron was for-
merly Kirjath Arba.) And they killed
Sheshai, Ahiman, and Talmai.

11From there they went against
the inhabitants of Debir. (The name
of Debir was formerly Kirjath Se-
pher.)

12Then jCaleb said, “Whoever at-
tacks Kirjath Sepher and takes it, to
him I will give my daughter Achsah
as wife.”

13And kOthniel the son of Kenaz,
Caleb’s younger brother, took it; so
he gave him his daughter Achsah as
wife.

14Now it happened, when she
came to him, that she urged him* to
ask her father for a field. And she
dismounted from her donkey, and
Caleb said to her, “What do you
wish?”

15So she said to him, “Give me a
lblessing; since you have given me
land in the mSouth, give me also
springs of water.” And Caleb gave
her the upper springs and the lower
springs.

16Now the children of the nKe-
nite, Moses’ father-in-law, went up
from the City of oPalms with the
*1:14 Septuagint and Vulgate read he urged her.

1:1 Most of the events recorded in Judges occurred be-
tween 1400 and 1100 B.C. There is little indication in the
Bible for precise chronology of this book, so most of the
dates are in round figures. Some of the judges were con-
temporaries, serving in different parts of the country.

1:6 cut off. “Eye for eye . . . hand for hand, foot for
foot” (Ex. 21:24). As Adoni-Bezek had done to seventy
kings (v. 7), so divine retribution fell upon him (Lev. 24:19;
compare Matt. 5:38–45).

1:9 The South translates the Hebrew word Negev, which
is based on a word meaning “to be dry.” It is a geographi-
cal term which refers to a specific section of Palestine (e.g.
Gen. 13:1) located between Debir and the Arabian Desert.
It is an arid region most of the year. Since this area was
south of the larger part of Israel, the word also came to be

used to denote that direction (compare Gen. 13:14; Dan.
8:4,9; 11:5, etc.). lowland. The “lowland” or Shephelah
is a section of the Holy Land bounded on the north by the
Valley of Aijalon, on the west by the Maritime Plain, on the
east by the Central Plateau, and reaching to Beersheba in
the south. It is characterized by low, rounded chalk hills di-
vided by several broad valleys.

Achsah: anklet. Caleb’s daughter who was won in
marriage by Othniel.

Caleb: a dog. The spy of Israel from the tribe of Judah
who was convinced the Israelites could conquer the
Promised Land with God’s help. Because of this con-
fidence he was allowed to enter the Promised Land.



Shean and its villages, or jTaanach
and its villages, or the inhabitants of
kDor and its villages, or the inhabi-
tants of Ibleam and its villages, or
the inhabitants of Megiddo and its
villages; for the Canaanites were de-
termined to dwell in that land.

28And it came to pass, when Isra-
el was strong, that they put the
Canaanites under ltribute, but did
not completely drive them out.

29Nor did mEphraim drive out the
Canaanites who dwelt in Gezer; so
the Canaanites dwelt in Gezer
among them.

30Nor did nZebulun drive out the
inhabitants of Kitron or the inhabi-
tants of Nahalol; so the Canaanites
dwelt among them, and were put
under tribute.

31Nor did oAsher drive out the in-
habitants of Acco or the inhabitants
of Sidon, or of Ahlab, Achzib, Hel-
bah, Aphik, or Rehob.

32So the Asherites dwelt among
the Canaanites, the inhabitants of
the land; for they did not drive
them out.

33Nor did pNaphtali drive out the
inhabitants of Beth Shemesh or the
inhabitants of Beth Anath; but they
dwelt among the Canaanites, the in-
habitants of the land. Nevertheless
the inhabitants of Beth Shemesh
and Beth Anath were put under
tribute to them.

34And the Amorites forced the
children of qDan into the moun-
tains, for they would not allow them
to come down to the valley;

35and the Amorites were deter-
mined to dwell in Mount Heres, in
Aijalon, and in Shaalbim;* yet when
the strength of the house of Joseph
became greater, they were put un-
der tribute.

36Now the boundary of the Amo-
rites was from the Ascent of Akrab-
bim, from Sela, and upward.

children of Judah into the Wilder-
ness of Judah, which lies in the
South near aArad; and they went
and dwelt among the people.

17And Judah went with his broth-
er Simeon, and they attacked the
Canaanites who inhabited Zephath,
and utterly destroyed it. So the
name of the city was called bHor-
mah.

18Also Judah took Gaza with its
territory, Ashkelon with its territory,
and Ekron with its territory.

19So the LORD was with Judah.
And they drove out the moun-
taineers, but they could not drive
out the inhabitants of the lowland,
because they had cchariots of iron.

20And they gave dHebron to Ca-
leb, as Moses had said. Then he ex-
pelled from there the ethree sons of
Anak.

Incomplete victories
of Benjamin and Manasseh

21But the children of Benjamin
did not drive out the Jebusites who
inhabited f Jerusalem; so the Jeb-
usites dwell with the children of
Benjamin in Jerusalem to this day.

22And the house of Joseph also
went up against Bethel, and the
LORD was with them.

23So the house of Joseph sent
men to spy out Bethel. (The name
of the city was formerly gLuz.)

24And when the spies saw a man
coming out of the city, they said to
him, “Please show us the entrance
to the city, and hwe will show you
mercy.”

25So he showed them the en-
trance to the city, and they struck
the city with the edge of the sword;
but they let the man and all his fam-
ily go.

26And the man went to the land
of the Hittites, built a city, and
called its name Luz, which is its
name to this day.

27However, iManasseh did not
drive out the inhabitants of Beth
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*1:35 Spelled Shaalabbin in Joshua 19:42

1:26 Hittites. Until the twentieth century the Hittites
were unknown apart from the Bible. This once puzzling
reference to them has, however, been illuminated by the
findings of archaeology. From Egyptian monuments (Tell
el-Amarna Tablets) and the Assyrian texts, it has been

shown that these were the Kheta or Hatti. Expeditions in
the first dozen years of this century have revealed that Bog-
haz-koi in Asia Minor (east of Ankara, Turkey) was the cap-
ital of the Hittite Empire. Periods of Hittite prominence:
about 2000–1800 B.C. and about 1400–1200 B.C.



Israel rebuked for disobedience

2THEN the aAngel of the LORD
came up from Gilgal to Bochim,

and said: b“I led you up from Egypt
and cbrought you to the land of
which I swore to your fathers; and I
dsaid, ‘I will never break My cov-
enant with you.

2‘And you shall make eno cov-
enant with the inhabitants of this
land; you shall tear down their fal-
tars.’ gBut you have not obeyed My
voice. Why have you done this?

3“Therefore I also said, ‘I will not
drive them out before you; but they
shall be thorns in your side,* and
their gods shall be a snare to hyou.’ ”

4So it was, when the Angel of the
LORD spoke these words to all the
children of Israel, that the people
lifted up their voices and wept.

5Then they called the name of
that place Bochim; and they sacri-
ficed there to the LORD.

6And when Joshua had idismissed
the people, the children of Israel
went each to his own inheritance to
possess the land.

7So the people served the LORD all
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the days of Joshua, and all the days of
the elders who outlived Joshua, who
had seen all the great works of the
LORD which He had done for Israel.

8Now jJoshua the son of Nun, the
servant of the LORD, died when he
was one hundred and ten years old.

9And they buried him within the
border of his inheritance at Timnath
Heres, in the mountains of Ephraim,
on the north side of Mount Gaash.

Wicked new generation
10When all that generation had

been gathered to their fathers, an-
other generation arose after them
who kdid not know the LORD nor the
work which He had done for Israel.

11Then the children of Israel did
levil in the sight of the LORD, and
served the Baals;

12and they m forsook the LORD
God of their fathers, who had
brought them out of the land of
Egypt; and they followed other gods
from among the gods of the people
who were all around them, and they
*2:3 Septuagint, Targum, and Vulgate read enemies
to you.

2:5 Bochim. Literally weepers.
2:9 Timnath Heres. Or Timnath Serah, Josh. 19:50.

Baal: lord of the opening. A pagan god of the Moab-
ites and Canaanites.

2:1 THE ANGEL OF THE LORD

This particular Angel, as distinguished in Scripture from all others, is often referred to in the OT (compare Gen. 16:9;
22:11; 48:16; Ex. 3:2; 14:19; Num. 22:22; Judg. 2:4; 6:11; 13:3; 2 Kin. 19:35; Is. 63:9; Zech. 1:12; 12:8).

(1) He is named “the Angel of the LORD [Jehovah]” (Gen. 16:7), “the angel of God” (Gen. 21:17), “The Angel of His
[God’s] Presence” (Is. 63:9), and probably “the Messenger [Angel] of the covenant” (Mal. 3:1).

(2) He is clearly identified with the LORD Himself in His self-manifestation to men. In Gen. 31:11–13 the Angel said
to Jacob, “I am the God of Bethel.” In Ex. 3:2–6 the same Angel said to Moses, “I am the God of your father—the God
of Abraham.”

(3) Divine attributes and prerogatives are ascribed to this Angel. He said to Hagar, “I will multiply your descendants
exceedingly, so that they shall not be counted for multitude” (Gen. 16:10), and Hagar spoke of Him as the all-seeing
God (v. 13). Jacob referred to Him as “the Angel who has redeemed me from all evil” (Gen. 48:16). The place where
this Angel appeared was holy ground and He was to be worshiped (Ex. 3:5–6), whereas worship is sternly forbidden
in the case of ordinary angels (Rev. 22:8–9). “The Angel of the LORD” was the keeper of Israel, and His voice had to
be obeyed, for the name of God was in Him (Ex. 23:20–23).

(4) In the light of NT revelation, this OT Angel may properly be identified with the pre-incarnate Son of God.
In Judg. 13:18 the angel referred to His name as “wonderful,” and Is. 9:6 gives this name to the predicted Messiah of
Israel. Malachi affirmed that “the Lord” who would “suddenly come to His temple” would also be “the Messenger
[Angel] of the covenant” (3:1). The identification of this Angel with our Lord harmonizes with His distinctive function
in relation to the Godhead, for He is the eternal Word through whom the invisible God speaks and manifests Him-
self (John 1:1,18).

It is significant that in the NT there is no further reference to the Angel of the LORD. The Greek definite article is used
only to identify some ordinary angel previously mentioned in the context. See Matt. 1:20, where the article is absent
in the Greek, and 1:24, where it properly occurs as referring back to v. 20.



Canaanites left to test Israel
20Then the anger of the LORD was

hot against Israel; and He said, “Be-
cause this nation has ftransgressed
My covenant which I commanded
their fathers, and has not heeded
My voice,

21“I also will no longer drive out
before them any of the nations
which Joshua gleft when he died,

22“so that through them I may test
Israel, whether they will keep the
ways of the LORD, to walk in them as
their fathers kept them, or not.”

23Therefore the LORD left those
nations, without driving them out
immediately; nor did He deliver
them into the hand of Joshua.

Idolatry brings servitude

3NOW these are the nations
which the LORD left, that He

might htest Israel by them, that is,
all who had inot known any of the
wars in Canaan

2(this was only so that the genera-
tions of the children of Israel might
be taught to know war, at least those
who had not formerly known it),

3namely, jfive lords of the Philis-
tines, all the Canaanites, the Sido-
nians, and the Hivites who dwelt in
Mount Lebanon, from Mount Baal
Hermon kto the entrance of Hamath.

4And they were left, that He
might ltest Israel by them, to know
whether they would obey the com-
mandments of the LORD, which He
had commanded their fathers by the
hand of Moses.

II. Five Judges, 3:5—5:31
5Thus the children of Israel dwelt

among the Canaanites, the mHit-
tites, the Amorites, the Perizzites,
the Hivites, and the Jebusites.

6nAnd they took their daughters

bowed down to them; and they pro-
voked the LORD to anger.

13They forsook the LORD and
served Baal and the Ashtoreths.

14And the anger of the LORD was
ahot against Israel. So He bdelivered
them into the hands of plunderers
who despoiled them; and He sold
them into the hands of their enemies
all around, so that they could no
longer stand before their enemies.

15Wherever they went out, the
hand of the LORD was against them
for calamity, as the LORD had said,
and as the LORD had csworn to
them. And they were greatly dis-
tressed.

God raises up deliverers
16Nevertheless, the LORD raised

up djudges who edelivered them out
of the hand of those who plundered
them.

17Yet they would not listen to
their judges, but they played the
harlot with other gods, and bowed
down to them. They turned quickly
from the way in which their fathers
walked, in obeying the command-
ments of the LORD; they did not do
so.

18And when the LORD raised up
judges for them, the LORD was with
the judge and delivered them out of
the hand of their enemies all the
days of the judge; for the LORD was
moved to pity by their groaning be-
cause of those who oppressed them
and harassed them.

19And it came to pass, when the
judge was dead, that they reverted
and behaved more corruptly than
their fathers, by following other
gods, to serve them and bow down
to them. They did not cease from
their own doings nor from their
stubborn way.
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2:13 Ashtoreths. These were figures of Ashtoreth (see
1 Kin. 11:5), the equivalent of the Phoenician goddess of
fertility, Astarte (see Deut. 16:21, note), which were wor-
shiped as idols during times of spiritual declension in Isra-
el (Judg. 10:6; 1 Sam. 7:3–4; 12:10; 31:10; 1 Kin. 11:5,33;
2 Kin. 23:13).

2:18 judges. The judges were tribesmen in Israel upon
whom the LORD laid the burden of Israel’s apostate and op-
pressed state. They were people raised up by God, the
theocratic King, to represent Him in the nation. They were

patriots and religious reformers because national security
and prosperity were inseparably connected with loyalty
and obedience to the LORD. moved to pity. Literally re-
lented. See Zech. 8:14, note.

2:22 test. This does not mean that God did not “know”
what was in the hearts of men. The knowledge here is
something that is to be demonstrated by testing men in
moral experience. See the connection between the two
verbs: “to . . . test you, to know . . .”



to be their wives, and gave their
daughters to their sons; and they
served their gods.

7So the children of Israel did aevil
in the sight of the LORD. They bfor-
got the LORD their God, and served
the Baals and cAsherahs.

Othniel, the first judge,
defeats Mesopotamia

8Therefore the anger of the LORD
was hot against Israel, and He dsold
them into the hand of Cushan-Rish-
athaim king of Mesopotamia; and
the children of Israel served Cu-
shan-Rishathaim eight years.

9When the children of Israel cried
out to the LORD, the LORD eraised up
a deliverer for the children of Israel,
who delivered them: fOthniel the
son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger
brother.

10The gSpirit of the LORD came
upon him, and he judged Israel. He
went out to war, and the LORD deliv-
ered Cushan-Rishathaim king of
Mesopotamia into his hand; and his
hand prevailed over Cushan-Risha-
thaim.

11So the land had hrest for forty
years. Then Othniel the son of Ke-
naz died.
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Ehud, the second judge,

delivers from Moab
12And the children of Israel again

did ievil in the sight of the LORD. So
the LORD strengthened Eglon king of
Moab against Israel, because they
had done evil in the sight of the
jLORD.

13Then he gathered to himself the
people of Ammon and Amalek,
went and defeated Israel, and took
possession of the kCity of Palms.

14So the children of Israel served
Eglon king of Moab leighteen years.

15But when the children of Israel
cried out to the LORD, the LORD
raised up a deliverer for them: Ehud
the son of Gera, the Benjamite, a
mleft-handed man. By him the chil-
dren of Israel sent tribute to Eglon
king of Moab.

16Now Ehud made himself a dag-
ger (it was double-edged and a ncu-
bit in length) and fastened it under
his clothes on his right thigh.

17So he brought the tribute to Eg-
lon king of Moab. (Now Eglon was a
very fat man.)

18And when he had finished pre-
senting the tribute, he sent away
the people who had carried the trib-
ute.

3:7 Asherahs, like high places, have been associated with
idolatrous worship from time immemorial. The Hebrew ashe-
rah, sometimes rendered “wooden images” in the NKJV,
means also the idol enshrined there (Deut. 16:21). This idol
seems often to have been a sacred tree, the figure of which is
constantly found on Assyrian monuments. In apostate Israel,
however, such places were associated with every form of
idolatry (e.g., 2 Kin. 17:16–17). See also “high places” (1 Kin.
3:2, note), and “Ashtoreths” (Judg. 2:13, note).

3:9 deliverer. Literally savior.

Othniel: powerful man of God. The first judge of Isra-
el after Joshua died. He won the right to marry Caleb’s
daughter Achsah after recapturing Debir.

3:13 Ammon. Descendants of Lot. Amalek. Descen-
dants of Esau. Deut. 25:17,19.

Ehud: joined together. A judge of Israel who delivered
the Israelites from the oppression of the Moabites and
who killed King Eglon.

3:7 CYCLE OF ISRAEL’S ACTIONS

Sin

Rest/peace Suffering: serve foreign king

Deliverance Crying out to God

Throughout the time of the judges, the Israelites followed a regular pattern. They sinned by breaking God’s Law and
worshiping the gods of the Canaanites. God then punished them by sending an enemy to fight them and forcing them
to serve a foreign king. When the Israelites finally repented of their wrongdoing, God sent deliverance in the form of
a judge who would subdue their enemy. Then for a time, peace and rest would rule the land, until the people fell back
into their heathen ways.



him, seized the dfords of the Jordan
leading to Moab, and did not allow
anyone to cross over.

29And at that time they killed
about ten thousand men of Moab,
all stout men of valor; not a man es-
caped.

30So Moab was subdued that day
under the hand of Israel. And the
land had rest for eighty years.

Shamgar, the third judge,
delivers from Philistines

31After him was eShamgar the son
of Anath, who killed six hundred
men of the Philistines with an ox
goad; and he also delivered Israel.

Deborah, Barak, the fourth and
fifth judges, deliver from Canaanites

4WHEN Ehud was dead, the chil-
dren of Israel fagain did gevil in

the sight of the LORD.
2So the LORD sold them into the

hand of hJabin king of Canaan, who
reigned in Hazor. The commander
of his army was Sisera, who dwelt
in iHarosheth Hagoyim.

3And the children of Israel cried
out to the LORD; for Jabin had nine
hundred jchariots of iron, and for
k twenty years he had harshly op-
pressed the children of Israel.

4Now Deborah, a prophetess, the
wife of Lapidoth, was judging Israel
at that time.

5And she would sit under the
palm tree of lDeborah between Ra-
mah and Bethel in the mountains of
Ephraim. And the children of Israel
came up to her for judgment.

6Then she sent and called for
mBarak the son of Abinoam from
nKedesh in Naphtali, and said to
him, “Has not the LORD God of Isra-
el commanded, ‘Go and deploy
troops at Mount oTabor; take with

19But he himself turned back
from the stone images that were at
Gilgal, and said, “I have a secret
message for you, O king.” He said,
“Keep silence!” And all who attend-
ed him went out from him.

20So Ehud came to him (now he
was sitting upstairs in his cool pri-
vate chamber). Then Ehud said, “I
have a message from God for you.”
So he arose from his seat.

21Then Ehud reached with his left
hand, took the dagger from his right
thigh, and thrust it into his belly.

22Even the hilt went in after the
blade, and the fat closed over the
blade, for he did not draw the dag-
ger out of his belly; and his entrails
came out.

23Then Ehud went out through
the porch and shut the doors of the
upper room behind him and locked
them.

24When he had gone out,
Eglon’s* servants came to look, and
to their surprise, the doors of the
upper room were locked. So they
said, “He is probably aattending to
his needs in the cool chamber.”

25So they waited till they were
bembarrassed, and still he had not
opened the doors of the upper room.
Therefore they took the key and
opened them. And there was their
master, fallen dead on the floor.

26But Ehud had escaped while
they delayed, and passed beyond the
stone images and escaped to Seirah.

27And it happened, when he ar-
rived, that he cblew the trumpet in
the mountains of Ephraim, and the
children of Israel went down with
him from the mountains; and he led
them.

28Then he said to them, “Follow
me, for the LORD has delivered your
enemies the Moabites into your
hand.” So they went down after
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*3:24 Literally his

Shamgar: destroyer. A judge of Israel who delivered
them from the Philistines, killing 600 of the enemy
with an ox goad.

3:31 ox goad. Observe seven illustrations of 1 Cor.
1:27: (1) ox goad (v. 31); (2) tent peg (4:21); (3) trumpets;
(4) pitchers; (5) torches (7:20); (6) millstone (9:53); (7) jaw-
bone of a donkey (15:15).

4:2 sold them. Judg. 2:14; compare Judg. 3:8; 1 Sam.

12:9. It seems to concern only north Israel.

Deborah: bee. A prophetess and judge of Israel who
encouraged Barak. Together they defeated Sisera and
delivered Israel from the oppression of the Canaanites.

Barak: thunderbolt, lightning. A general of the Israelite
army who defeated Sisera, with the support of Deborah.



you ten thousand men of the sons of
Naphtali and of the sons of Zebulun;

7‘and against you aI will deploy
Sisera, the commander of Jabin’s
army, with his chariots and his mul-
titude at the River Kishon; and I will
deliver him into your hand’?”

8And Barak said to her, “If you will
go with me, then I will go; but if you
will not go with me, I will not go!”

9So she said, “I will surely go
with you; nevertheless there will be
no glory for you in the journey you
are taking, for the LORD will sell Sis-
era into the hand of a bwoman.”
Then Deborah arose and went with
Barak to Kedesh.

10And Barak called cZebulun and
Naphtali to Kedesh; he went up
with ten thousand men under his
command,* dand Deborah went up
with him.

11Now Heber the eKenite, of the
children of Hobab the father-in-law
of Moses, had separated himself
from the Kenites and pitched his
tent near the terebinth tree at Za-
anaim, which is beside Kedesh.

Sisera’s defeat and death
12And they reported to Sisera that

Barak the son of Abinoam had gone
up to Mount Tabor.

13So Sisera gathered together all
his chariots, nine hundred chariots
of iron, and all the people who were
with him, from Harosheth Hagoyim
to the River Kishon.

14Then Deborah said to Barak,
“Up! For this is the day in which
the LORD has delivered Sisera into
your hand. Has not the LORD gone
out fbefore you?” So Barak went
down from Mount Tabor with ten
thousand men following him.

15And the gLORD routed Sisera
and all his chariots and all his army
with the edge of the sword before
Barak; and Sisera alighted from his
chariot and fled away on foot.
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16But Barak pursued the chariots

and the army as far as Harosheth
Hagoyim, and all the army of Sisera
fell by the edge of the sword; not a
man was hleft.

17However, Sisera had fled away
on foot to the tent of iJael, the wife
of Heber the Kenite; for there was
peace between Jabin king of Hazor
and the house of Heber the Kenite.

18And Jael went out to meet Sis-
era, and said to him, “Turn aside,
my lord, turn aside to me; do not
fear.” And when he had turned
aside with her into the tent, she
covered him with a blanket.

19Then he said to her, “Please
give me a little water to drink, for I
am thirsty.” So she opened a jug of
milk, gave him a drink, and covered
him.

20And he said to her, “Stand at
the door of the tent, and if any man
comes and inquires of you, and
says, ‘Is there any man here?’ you
shall say, ‘No.’ ”

21Then Jael, Heber’s wife, took a
tent peg and took a hammer in her
hand, and went softly to him and
drove the peg into his temple, and it
went down into the ground; for he
was fast asleep and weary. So he
jdied.

22And then, as Barak pursued Sis-
era, Jael came out to meet him, and
said to him, “Come, I will show you
the man whom you seek.” And
when he went into her tent, there
lay Sisera, dead with the peg in his
temple.

23So on that day God subdued Ja-
bin king of Canaan in the presence
of the children of Israel.

24And the hand of the children of
Israel grew stronger and stronger
against Jabin king of Canaan, until
they had destroyed Jabin king of Ca-
naan.
*4:10 Literally at his feet

Sisera: binding in chains. Commander of the army that
opposed Israel. Defeated by Deborah and Barak and
killed by Jael while he slept.

4:13 gathered. Literally gathered by cry, or proclama-
tion.

4:15 routed Sisera. A hint of what led to Sisera’s defeat

is given in 5:21–22. God sent heavy cloudbursts; the Ki-
shon rose, overflowing the plain. Sisera’s horses and chari-
ots became mired in the mud, so he fled on foot (v. 17).

Jael: wild she-goat. A Kenite woman who pretended
to offer Sisera (the enemy) hospitality, but killed him
while he slept.



The righteous acts for His
villagers in Israel;

Then the people of the LORD
shall go down to the gates.

12“Awake,m awake, Deborah!
Awake, awake, sing a song!
Arise, Barak, and nlead your

captives away,
O son of Abinoam!

13“Then the survivors came down,
the people against the
nobles;

The LORD came down for me
against the mighty.

14 From Ephraim were those
whose roots were in
oAmalek.

After you, Benjamin, with your
peoples,

From Machir rulers came down,
And from Zebulun those who

bear the recruiter’s staff.
15 And the princes of Issachar*

were with Deborah;
As Issachar, so was Barak
Sent into the valley under his

command;*
Among the divisions of Reuben
There were great resolves of

heart.
16 Why did you sit among the

sheepfolds,
To hear the pipings for the

flocks?
The divisions of Reuben have

great searchings of heart.
17 pGilead stayed beyond the

Jordan,
And why did Dan remain on

ships?*

qAsher continued at the seashore,
And stayed by his inlets.

18 rZebulun is a people who
jeopardized their lives to
the point of death,

Naphtali also, on the heights of
the battlefield.

19“The kings came and fought,
Then the kings of Canaan fought
In sTaanach, by the waters of

Megiddo;

Song of Deborah and Barak

5 aTHEN bDeborah and Barak the
son of Abinoam sang on that

day, saying:
2“When leaders lead in Israel,

When the people cwillingly
offer themselves,

Bless the LORD!
3“Hear, O kings! Give ear, 

O princes!
I, even dI, will sing to the LORD;
I will sing praise to the LORD

God of Israel.
4“LORD, e when You went out

from fSeir,
When You marched from the

field of Edom,
The earth trembled and the

heavens poured,
The clouds also poured water;

5 The mountains ggushed before
the LORD,

This Sinai, before the LORD God
of Israel.

6“In the days of hShamgar, son of
Anath,

In the days of iJael,
The highways were deserted,
And the travelers walked along

the byways.
7 Village life ceased, it ceased in

Israel,
Until I, Deborah, arose,
Arose a mother in Israel.

8 They chose jnew gods;
Then there was war in the gates;
Not a shield or spear was seen

among forty thousand in
Israel.

9 My heart is with the rulers of
Israel

Who offered themselves
kwillingly with the people.

Bless the LORD!
10“Speak, you who ride on white

ldonkeys,
Who sit in judges’ attire,
And who walk along the road.

11 Far from the noise of the
archers, among the
watering places,

There they shall recount the
righteous acts of the LORD,
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*5:15 Following Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and
Vulgate; Masoretic Text reads And my princes in
Issachar. * Literally at his feet *5:17 Or at
ease

5:5 gushed. Literally flowed. 5:11 righteous acts. Literally righteousnesses. 1 Sam. 12:7.



They took no spoils of silver.
20 They fought from the heavens;

The astars from their courses
fought against Sisera.

21 The torrent of Kishon swept
them away,

That ancient torrent, the
torrent of Kishon.

O my soul, march on in
strength!

22 Then the horses’ hooves
pounded,

The galloping, galloping of his
steeds.

23 ‘Curse Meroz,’ said the bangel
of the LORD,

‘Curse its inhabitants bitterly,
Because they did not come to

the help of the LORD,
To the help of the LORD against

the mighty.’
24“Most blessed among women is

Jael,
The wife of Heber the Kenite;
Blessed is she among women in

tents.
25 He asked for water, she gave

milk;
She brought out cream in a

lordly bowl.
26 She stretched her hand to the

tent peg,
Her right hand to the

workmen’s hammer;
She pounded Sisera, she

pierced his head,
She split and struck through his

temple.
27 At her feet he sank, he fell, he

lay still;
At her feet he sank, he fell;
Where he sank, there he fell

cdead.
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28“The mother of Sisera looked

through the window,
And cried out through the

lattice,
‘Why is his chariot so long in

coming?
Why tarries the clatter of his

chariots?’
29 Her wisest ladies answered her,

Yes, she answered herself,
30 ‘Are they not finding and

dividing the dspoil:
To every man a girl or two;
For Sisera, plunder of dyed

garments,
Plunder of garments

embroidered and dyed,
Two pieces of dyed embroidery

for the neck of the looter?’
31“Thus let all Your enemies

eperish, O LORD!
But let those who love Him be

flike the gsun
When it comes out in full

hstrength.”

So the land had rest for forty years.

III. Gideon, 6:1—9:57

Israel sins; Midian oppresses

6THEN the children of Israel did
ievil in the sight of the LORD. So

the LORD delivered them into the
hand of jMidian for seven years,

2and the hand of Midian pre-
vailed against Israel. Because of the
Midianites, the children of Israel
made for themselves the dens, the
kcaves, and the strongholds which
are in the mountains.

3So it was, whenever Israel had
sown, Midianites would come up;
also Amalekites and the lpeople of

5:19 BRIEF HISTORY OF MEGIDDO

This strongly fortified elevation, on the northern side of the great plains of Jezreel, was one of a chain of cities that re-
mained unconquered during the period of the judges (e.g. Josh. 17:11; Judg. 1:27). Later Solomon’s huge stables were
built here. The famous battle between the Syrian states and the Egyptians under Thutmose III (c. 1500 B.C.) took place
at Megiddo. This is recorded in ancient literature in such detail as to provide the starting point for the history of mili-
tary science.

Megiddo commanded the pass between the plains of Jezreel and Sharon, and for this reason was the scene of sev-
eral battles recorded in the Scriptures: (1) Deborah’s victory (Judg. 4:10–24); (2) Gideon’s victory (Judg. 6:33; compare
7:1–25); (3) Saul’s defeat (1 Sam. 31:1; compare 29:1); and (4) the death of King Josiah in battle with Pharaoh Necho
(2 Kin. 23:28–30; 2 Chr. 35:20–24).

The last great battle of this age will be fought here at Armageddon (Rev. 16:12–16; 17:14; see Rev. 19:17, note).



10‘Also I said to you, “I am the
LORD your God; do not fear the gods
of the Amorites, in whose land you
dwell.” But you have not obeyed
My fvoice.’ ”

Gideon appointed the sixth judge
11Now the gAngel of the LORD

came and sat under the terebinth
tree which was in Ophrah, which
belonged to Joash the hAbiezrite,
while his son iGideon threshed
wheat in the winepress, in order to
hide it from the Midianites.

12And the Angel of the LORD ap-
peared to him, and said to him,
“The LORD is with you, you mighty
man of valor!”

13Gideon said to Him, “O my
lord,* jif the LORD is with us, why
then has all this happened to us?
And where are all His miracles
which our fathers k told us about,
saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring us
up from Egypt?’ But now the LORD
lhas forsaken us and delivered us
into the hands of the Midianites.”

14Then the LORD turned to him
and said, “Go in this might of yours,
and you shall save Israel from the
hand of the Midianites. Have I not
sent myou?”

15So he said to Him, “O my
Lord,* how can nI save Israel? In-
deed my clan is the weakest in Ma-
nasseh, and I am the oleast in my fa-
ther’s house.”

16And the LORD said to him, “Sure-
ly I will be with pyou, and you shall
defeat the Midianites as one man.”

17Then he said to Him, “If now I
have found favor in Your sight, then
show me a qsign that it is You who
talk with me.

18 r“Do not depart from here, I
pray, until I come to You and bring
out my offering and set it before
You.” And He said, “I will wait until
you come back.”

19So Gideon went in and spre-
pared a young goat, and unleavened
bread from an tephah of flour. The

the East would come up against
them.

4Then they would encamp against
them and adestroy the produce of
the earth as far as Gaza, and leave
no sustenance for Israel, neither
sheep nor ox nor bdonkey.

5For they would come up with
their livestock and their tents, com-
ing in as numerous as locusts; both
they and their camels were without
number; and they would enter the
land to destroy it.

6So Israel was greatly impover-
ished because of the Midianites,
and the children of Israel ccried out
to the LORD.

7And it came to pass, when the
children of Israel cried out to the
LORD because of the Midianites,

8that the LORD sent a dprophet to
the children of Israel, who said to
them, “Thus says the LORD God of
Israel: ‘I brought you up from Egypt
and brought you out of the ehouse
of bondage;

9‘and I delivered you out of the
hand of the Egyptians and out of the
hand of all who oppressed you, and
drove them out before you and gave
you their land.
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*6:13 Hebrew adoni, used of man
*6:15 Hebrew Adonai, used of God

Gideon: one who cuts down. A judge of Israel who
delivered the people from the oppression of the Midi-
anites.

6:15 RESISTING GOD’S CALL

More often than not, when God called people into His
service, they resisted by coming up with a lot of ex-
cuses. This practice of resistance was true even of the
strongest and best leaders in the Bible.

Character Resistance Reference
Moses “Who am I?” Exodus 3:11
Moses “I don’t know who You are.” Exodus 3:13
Moses “No one will believe me Exodus 4:1

or listen to me.”
Moses “I’m not a good speaker.” Exodus 4:10
Moses “Send someone else.” Exodus 4:13
Gideon “I’m a nobody.” Judges 6:15
Saul Hid in the baggage 1 Samuel 10:22
Solomon “I am a little child.” 1 Kings 3:7
Jeremiah “I don’t know how to speak.” Jeremiah 1:6
Jeremiah “I’m only a child.” Jeremiah 1:6
Jonah Said nothing; ran away Jonah 1:2
Jonah When he complied he 

was angry Jonah 4:1

In contrast note the responses of Isaiah and Mary. When
Isaiah was called he replied, “Here am I, send me” 
(Isaiah 6:8). Mary said, “I am the Lord’s maidservant. Let
it be to me according to your word” (Luke 1:38).



meat he put in a basket, and he put
the broth in a pot; and he brought
them out to Him under the tere-
binth tree and presented them.

20The Angel of God said to him,
“Take the meat and the unleavened
bread and lay them on this arock,
and bpour out the broth.” And he
did so.

21Then the Angel of the LORD put
out the end of the cstaff that was in
His hand, and touched the meat and
the unleavened bread; and d fire
rose out of the rock and consumed
the meat and the unleavened bread.
And the Angel of the LORD departed
out of his sight.

22Now Gideon eperceived that He
was the Angel of the LORD. So Gide-
on said, “Alas, O Lord GOD! For I
have seen the Angel of the LORD
fface to face.”

23Then the LORD said to him,
“Peace be with you; do not fear, you
shall not die.”

24So Gideon built an altar there to
the LORD, and called it gThe-LORD-Is-
Peace.* To this day it is still in Oph-
rah of the Abiezrites.

Gideon repudiates Baal;
calls Israel to arms

25Now it came to pass the same
night that the LORD said to him,
“Take your father’s young bull, the
second bull of seven years old, and
h tear down the altar of iBaal that
your father has, and cut down the
jwooden image that is beside it;

26“and build an altar to the LORD
your God on top of this rock in the
proper arrangement, and take the
second bull and offer a burnt sacri-
fice with the wood of the k image
which you shall cut down.”

27So Gideon took ten men from
among his servants and did as the
LORD had said to him. But because
he feared his father’s household and
the men of the city too much to do
it by day, he did it by night.

28And when the men of the city
arose early in the morning, there
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was the altar of Baal, torn down;
and the lwooden image that was be-
side it was cut down, and the sec-
ond bull was being offered on the
altar which had been built.

29So they said to one another,
“Who has done this thing?” And
when they had inquired and asked,
they said, “Gideon the son of Joash
has done this thing.”

30Then the men of the city said to
Joash, “Bring out your son, that he
may mdie, because he has torn
down the altar of Baal, and because
he has cut down the nwooden im-
age that was beside it.”

31But Joash said to all who stood
against him, “Would you plead for
Baal? Would you save him? Let the
one who would plead for him be put
to death by morning! oIf he is a god,
let him plead for himself, because
his altar has been torn down!”

32Therefore on that day he called
him Jerubbaal, saying, “Let Baal
plead against him, because he has
torn down his altar.”

33Then all the Midianites and
Amalekites, the people of the East,
gathered together; and they crossed
over and encamped in the pValley of
Jezreel.

34But the qSpirit of the LORD came
upon Gideon; then he rblew the
trumpet, and the Abiezrites gath-
ered behind him.

35And he sent messengers
throughout all Manasseh, who also
gathered behind him. He also sent
messengers to sAsher, tZebulun,
and Naphtali; and they came up to
meet them.

36So Gideon said to God, u“If You
will save Israel by my hand as You
have said—

37“look, I shall put a fleece of
wool on the threshing floor; if there
is dew on the fleece only, and it is
dry on all the ground, then I shall
know that You will save Israel by
my hand, as You have said.”

38And it was so. When he rose
*6:24 Hebrew YHWH Shalom

6:32 Jerubbaal. Literally let Baal plead.
6:37 Gideon was not here seeking to learn God’s will, be-

cause that had already been clearly revealed to him (vv.
14,16). He put out the fleece for two reasons: (1) to strength-

en the weakness of his own faith; and (2) to give him evi-
dence that would convince the people that he was really
God’s instrument. This is not to be taken as the usual method
for discovering God’s will. See Prov. 3:5–6; James 1:5–8.



dclaim glory for itself against Me,
saying, ‘My own hand has saved
me.’

3“Now therefore, proclaim in the
ehearing of the people, saying,
‘Whoever is fearful and afraid, let
him turn and depart at once from
Mount Gilead.’ ” And twenty-two
thousand of the people returned,
and ten thousand remained.

4But the LORD said to Gideon,
“The people are still f too many;
bring them down to the water, and I
will test them for you there. Then it
will be, that of whom I say to you,
‘This one shall go with you,’ the
same shall go with you; and of
whomever I say to you, ‘This one
shall not go with you,’ the same
shall not go.”

5So he brought the people down
to the water. And the LORD said to
Gideon, “Everyone who laps from
the water with his tongue, as a dog
laps, you shall set apart by himself;
likewise everyone who gets down
on his knees to drink.”

6And the number of those who
lapped, putting their hand to their
mouth, was three hundred men;
but all the rest of the people got
down on their knees to drink water.

7Then the LORD said to Gideon,
“By the three hundred men who
lapped I will save you, and deliver
the Midianites into your hand. Let
all the other people go, every man
to his place.”

8So the people took gprovisions
and their trumpets in their hands.
And he sent away all the rest of Is-
rael, every man to his tent, and re-
tained those three hundred men.
Now the camp of Midian was below
him in the valley.

Decisive victory over Midian
9It happened on the hsame night

that the LORD said to him, “Arise, go
down against the camp, for I have
delivered it into your hand.

10“But if you are afraid to go
down, go down to the camp with
Purah your servant,

early the next morning and squeezed
the fleece together, he wrung the
dew out of the fleece, a bowlful of
water.

39Then Gideon said to God, “Do
not be angry with me, but let me
speak just aonce more: Let me btest,
I pray, just once more with the
fleece; let it now be dry only on the
fleece, but on all the ground let
there be dew.”

40And God did so that night. It
was dry on the fleece only, but
there was dew on all the ground.

Three hundred alert warriors chosen

7THEN cJerubbaal (that is, Gide-
on) and all the people who were

with him rose early and encamped
beside the well of Harod, so that the
camp of the Midianites was on the
north side of them by the hill of Mo-
reh in the valley.

2And the LORD said to Gideon,
“The people who are with you are
too many for Me to give the Midian-
ites into their hands, lest Israel
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Jerubbaal: let Baal plead. The name given to the judge
Gideon, after he destroyed the altar of Baal.

Yar muk
R.

N

Mediterranean
Sea

0 20 Mi.

0 30 Km.

Dead
Sea

Well of Harod●Megiddo ●

En Dor
●

Beth Shean

●

Ophrah ●

10

10 20

Succoth
Penuel

Bethel

Jogbehah
Rabbah

●

●

●

●

●

Battles of Gideon

Midianites
Gideon & his allies



11“and you shall hear what they
say; and afterward your hands shall
be strengthened to go down against
the camp.” Then he went down
with Purah his servant to the out-
post of the armed men who were in
the camp.

12Now the Midianites and Ama-
lekites, all the apeople of the East,
were lying in the valley as bnumer-
ous as locusts; and their camels
were without number, as the sand
by the seashore in multitude.

13And when Gideon had come,
there was a man telling a dream to
his companion. He said, “I have had
a dream: To my surprise, a loaf of
barley bread tumbled into the camp
of Midian; it came to a tent and
struck it so that it fell and over-
turned, and the tent collapsed.”

14Then his companion answered
and said, “This is nothing else but
the sword of Gideon the son of Jo-
ash, a man of Israel! Into his hand
cGod has delivered Midian and the
whole camp.”

15And so it was, when Gideon
heard the telling of the dream and
its interpretation, that he wor-
shiped. He returned to the camp of
Israel, and said, “Arise, for the LORD
has delivered the camp of Midian
into your hand.”

16Then he divided the three hun-
dred men into three companies,
and he put a trumpet into every
man’s hand, with empty pitchers,
and torches inside the pitchers.

17And he said to them, “Look at
me and do likewise; watch, and
when I come to the edge of the
camp you shall do as I do:

18“When I blow the trumpet, I
and all who are with me, then you
also blow the trumpets on every
side of the whole camp, and say,
‘The sword of the LORD and of Gide-
on!’ ”

19So Gideon and the hundred
men who were with him came to
the outpost of the camp at the be-
ginning of the middle watch, just as
they had posted the watch; and they

7:21

d Cp. Ex. 14:13-
14; 2 Chr. 20:17

e Cp. 2 Kin. 7:7

7:22

f Cp. Josh.
6:16,20

g 1 Kin. 4:12

7:23

h Judg. 6:35

7:24

i Judg. 3:28

7:25

j Ps. 83:9

k Ps. 83:11; Is.
10:26

7:12

a Judg. 6:3,33

b Judg. 8:10

7:14

c Judg. 6:14,16

JUDGES 7:11—8:2 351
blew the trumpets and broke the
pitchers that were in their hands.

20Then the three companies blew
the trumpets and broke the pitch-
ers—they held the torches in their
left hands and the trumpets in their
right hands for blowing—and they
cried, “The sword of the LORD and
of Gideon!”

21And every man dstood in his
place all around the camp; and the
whole army ran and cried out and
efled.

22When the three hundred fblew
the trumpets, the LORD set every
man’s sword against his companion
throughout the whole camp; and
the army fled to Beth Acacia,* to-
ward Zererah, as far as the border of
gAbel Meholah, by Tabbath.

Other Israelites join pursuit
23And the men of Israel gathered

together from hNaphtali, Asher, and
all Manasseh, and pursued the Mid-
ianites.

24Then Gideon sent messengers
throughout all the mountains of
Ephraim, saying, “Come down
against the Midianites, and seize
from them the watering places as
far as Beth Barah and the iJordan.”
Then all the men of Ephraim gath-
ered together and seized the water-
ing places as far as Beth Barah and
the Jordan.

25And they captured two princes
of the jMidianites, kOreb and Zeeb.
They killed Oreb at the rock of
Oreb, and Zeeb they killed at the
winepress of Zeeb. They pursued
Midian and brought the heads of
Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon on the
other side of the Jordan.

Zebah and Zalmunna slain

8NOW the men of Ephraim said
to him, “Why have you done

this to us by not calling us when
you went to fight with the Midian-
ites?” And they reprimanded him
sharply.

2So he said to them, “What have I
*7:22 Hebrew Beth Shittah

7:11 armed men. Literally ranks by five. Ex. 13:18.
7:24 Beth Barah. Or Beth Arabah, Josh. 15:6,61; 18:22.
8:1 Ephraim. Compare Judg. 12:1; 1 Kin. 12:16–17.

Here begins the deep-rooted severance in Israel which cul-
minated in the division of Solomon’s kingdom into Israel
under Jeroboam, and Judah under Rehoboam.



ed him; and he iwrote down for him
the leaders of Succoth and its el-
ders, seventy-seven men.

15Then he came to the men of
Succoth and said, “Here are Zebah
and Zalmunna, about whom you
ridiculed me, saying, ‘Are the hands
of Zebah and Zalmunna now in your
hand, that we should give bread to
your weary men?’ ”

16And he took the elders of the
city, and thorns of the wilderness
and jbriers, and with them he
taught the men of Succoth.

17Then he tore down the ktower
of Penuel and killed the men of the
city.

18And he said to Zebah and Zal-
munna, “What kind of men were
they whom you killed at lTabor?” So
they answered, “As you are, so
were they; each one resembled the
son of a king.”

19Then he said, “They were my
brothers, the sons of my mother. As
the LORD lives, if you had let them
live, I would not kill you.”

20And he said to Jether his first-
born, “Rise, kill them!” But the
youth would not draw his sword;
for he was afraid, because he was
still a youth.

21So Zebah and Zalmunna said,
“Rise yourself, and kill us; for as a
man is, so is his strength.” So Gide-
on arose and killed mZebah and Zal-
munna, and took the crescent orna-
ments that were on their camels’
necks.

Forty years’ rest under Gideon
22Then the men of Israel said to

Gideon, n“Rule over us, both you
and your son, and your grandson
also; for you have odelivered us
from the hand of Midian.”

23But Gideon said to them, “I will
not rule over you, nor shall my son
rule over you; the LORD shall rule
over you.”

24Then Gideon said to them, “I
would like to make a request of you,
that each of you would give me the
earrings from his pplunder.” For
they had golden earrings, because
they were Ishmaelites.

25So they answered, “We will
gladly give them.” And they spread

done now in comparison with you?
Is not the gleaning of the grapes of
Ephraim better than the vintage of
aAbiezer?

3“God has delivered into your
hands the princes of Midian, Oreb
and Zeeb. And what was I able to
do in comparison with you?” Then
their anger toward him subsided
when he said that.

4When Gideon came bto the Jor-
dan, he and c the three hundred
men who were with him crossed
over, exhausted but still in pursuit.

5Then he said to the men of Suc-
coth, “Please give loaves of bread to
the people who follow me, for they
are exhausted, and I am pursuing Ze-
bah and Zalmunna, kings of Midian.”

6And the leaders of Succoth said,
“Are the hands of Zebah and Zal-
munna now in your hand, that we
should give bread to your darmy?”

7So Gideon said, “For this cause,
when the LORD has delivered Zebah
and Zalmunna into my hand, then I
will tear your flesh with the thorns
of the wilderness and with ebriers!”

8Then he went up from there to
Penuel and spoke to them in the
same way. And the men of Penuel
answered him as the men of Suc-
coth had answered.

9So he also spoke to the men of Pe-
nuel, saying, “When I come back in
peace, I will tear down this ftower!”

10Now Zebah and Zalmunna were
at Karkor, and their armies with
them, about fifteen thousand, all
who were left of all the army of the
people of the East; for gone hundred
and twenty thousand men who
drew the sword had fallen.

11Then Gideon went up by the
road of those who dwell in tents on
the east of hNobah and Jogbehah;
and he attacked the army while the
camp felt secure.

12When Zebah and Zalmunna
fled, he pursued them; and he took
the two kings of Midian, Zebah and
Zalmunna, and routed the whole
army.

13Then Gideon the son of Joash
returned from battle, from the As-
cent of Heres.

14And he caught a young man of
the men of Succoth and interrogat-
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out a garment, and each man threw
into it the earrings from his plunder.

26Now the weight of the gold ear-
rings that he requested was one
thousand seven hundred ashekels of
gold, besides the crescent orna-
ments, pendants, and purple robes
which were on the kings of Midian,
and besides the chains that were
around their camels’ necks.

27Then Gideon made it into an
ephod and set it up in his city,
bOphrah. And all Israel cplayed the
harlot with it there. It became a
dsnare to Gideon and to his house.

28Thus Midian was subdued be-
fore the children of Israel, so that
they lifted their heads no more. And
the country was equiet for forty
years in the days of Gideon.

29Then fJerubbaal the son of Joash
went and dwelt in his own house.

30Gideon had seventy gsons who
were his own offspring, for he had
many wives.

31And his concubine who was in
Shechem also bore him a son,
whose name he called hAbimelech.

32Now Gideon the son of Joash
died at a good old age, and was
buried in the tomb of Joash his fa-
ther, in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.

Confusion after Gideon’s death
33So it was, ias soon as Gideon

was dead, that the children of Israel
again played the harlot with the jBa-
als, and made kBaal-Berith their god.

34Thus the children of Israel ldid
not remember the LORD their God,
who had delivered them from the
hands of all their enemies on every
side;

35nor did they show kindness to
the mhouse of Jerubbaal (Gideon) in
accordance with the good he had
done for Israel.

Career of Gideon’s son, Abimelech

9THEN Abimelech the son of
Jerubbaal went to Shechem, to

his mother’s brothers, and spoke
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with them and with all the family of
the house of his mother’s father,
saying,

2“Please speak in the nhearing of
all the men of Shechem: ‘Which is
better for you, that all seventy of the
sons of Jerubbaal reign over you, or
that one reign over you?’ Remember
that I am your own flesh and bone.”

3And his mother’s brothers spoke
all these words concerning him in
the hearing of all the men of She-
chem; and their heart was inclined
to follow Abimelech, for they said,
“He is our brother.”

4So they gave him seventy
shekels of silver from the temple of
oBaal-Berith, with which Abimelech
hired pworthless and reckless men;
and they followed him.

5Then he went to his father’s
house at Ophrah and qkilled his
brothers, the seventy sons of Jerub-
baal, on one stone. But Jotham the
youngest son of Jerubbaal was left,
because he hid himself.

6And all the men of Shechem
gathered together, all of Beth Millo,
and they went and made Abimelech
king beside the r terebinth tree at
the pillar that was in Shechem.

7Now when they told Jotham, he
went and stood on top of Mount Ge-
rizim, and lifted his voice and cried
out. And he said to them:

“Listen to me, you men of
Shechem,

That God may listen to you!
8“The strees once went forth to

anoint a king over them.
And they said to the olive tree,

‘Reign t over us!’
9 But the olive tree said to them,

‘Should I cease giving my oil,
With which they honor God

and men,
And go to sway over trees?’

10“Then the trees said to the fig
tree,

‘You come and reign over us!’
11 But the fig tree said to them,

8:27 ephod. The ephod (Ex. 28:6–30; 39:1–21; Lev.
8:7–8) was a short outer garment. It was “of gold, blue,
purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen” (Ex.
28:6). It consisted of two pieces, front and back, united by
two shoulder straps and by a band about the bottom. Two

onyx stones, set in gold and engraved with the names of
the twelve tribes of Israel, were on the shoulders (Ex.
28:7,12,27).

Abimelech: father of the king. Son of the judge Gideon.



eAbimelech and devour the men of
Shechem and Beth Millo; and let
fire come from the men of Shechem
and from Beth Millo and devour
Abimelech!”

21And Jotham ran away and fled;
and he went to Beer and dwelt
there, for fear of Abimelech his
brother.

Abimelech and Shechem punished
22After Abimelech had reigned

over Israel three years,
23God fsent a gspirit of ill will be-

tween Abimelech and the men of
Shechem; and the men of Shechem
dealt treacherously with Abimelech,

24that the crime done to the sev-
enty sons of Jerubbaal might be
hsettled and their iblood be laid on
Abimelech their brother, who killed
them, and on the men of Shechem,
who aided him in the killing of his
brothers.

25And the men of Shechem set
men in ambush against him on the
tops of the mountains, and they
robbed all who passed by them along
that way; and it was told Abimelech.

26Now Gaal the son of Ebed came
with his brothers and went over to
Shechem; and the men of Shechem
put their confidence in him.

27So they went out into the fields,
and gathered grapes from their
vineyards and trod them, and made
merry. And they went into the
house of their god, and ate and
drank, and cursed Abimelech.

28Then Gaal the son of Ebed said,
“Who j is Abimelech, and who is
Shechem, that we should serve
him? Is he not the son of Jerubbaal,
and is not Zebul his officer? Serve
the men of kHamor the father of
Shechem; but why should we serve
him?

‘Should I cease my sweetness
and my good fruit,

And go to sway over trees?’
12“Then the trees said to the vine,

‘You come and reign over us!’
13 But the vine said to them,

‘Should I cease my new wine,
Which cheers both God and

men,
And go to sway over trees?’

14“Then all the trees said to the
bramble,

‘You come and reign over us!’
15 And the bramble said to the

trees,
‘ If in truth you anoint me as

king over you,
Then come and take shelter in

my shade;
But if not, let fire come out of

the bramble
And devour the cedars of

Lebanon!’
16“Now therefore, if you have act-

ed in truth and sincerity in making
Abimelech king, and if you have
dealt well with Jerubbaal and his
house, and have done to him as he
deserves—

17“for my afather fought for you,
risked his life, and bdelivered you
out of the hand of Midian;

18“but cyou have risen up against
my father’s house this day, and
killed his seventy sons on one
stone, and made Abimelech, the
son of his d female servant, king
over the men of Shechem, because
he is your brother—

19“if then you have acted in truth
and sincerity with Jerubbaal and
with his house this day, then rejoice
in Abimelech, and let him also re-
joice in you.

20“But if not, let fire come from
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k Josh. 24:32
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b Judg. 8:22
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c Judg. 8:35

d Judg. 8:31

354 JUDGES 9:12–28

9:15 take shelter. Trust is the characteristic OT word for
the NT “faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the OT,

and is the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to take
refuge (Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps. 22:8).

9:12 FABLES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

Fable Told by Reference
The Trees Choose a King Jotham to Shechemites Judges 9:7–15
The Discussion in Heaven Micaiah to Ahab 1 Kings 22:19–23
The Thistle and the Cedar Jehoash to Amaziah 2 Kings 14:9



29a“If only this people were un-
der my authority!* Then I would re-
move Abimelech.” So he* said to
Abimelech, “Increase your army
and come out!”

30When Zebul, the ruler of the
city, heard the words of Gaal the
son of Ebed, his anger was aroused.

31And he sent messengers to
Abimelech secretly, saying, “Take
note! Gaal the son of Ebed and his
brothers have come to Shechem;
and here they are, fortifying the city
against you.

32“Now therefore, get up by
night, you and the people who are
with you, and lie in wait in the field.

33“And it shall be, as soon as the
sun is up in the morning, that you
shall rise early and rush upon the
city; and when he and the people
who are with him come out against
you, you may then do to them as
you find opportunity.”

34So Abimelech and all the peo-
ple who were with him rose by
night, and lay in wait against She-
chem in four companies.

35When Gaal the son of Ebed
went out and stood in the entrance
to the city gate, Abimelech and the
people who were with him rose
from lying in wait.

36And when Gaal saw the people,
he said to Zebul, “Look, people are
coming down from the tops of the
mountains!” But Zebul said to him,
“You see the shadows of the moun-
tains as if they were men.”

37So Gaal spoke again and said,
“See, people are coming down from
the center of the land, and another
company is coming from the Divin-
ers’* Terebinth Tree.”

38Then Zebul said to him,
“Where indeed is your mouth now,
with which you said, ‘Who is Abim-
elech, that we should serve him?’
Are not these the people whom you
despised? Go out, if you will, and
fight with them now.”

39So Gaal went out, leading the
men of Shechem, and fought with
Abimelech.

40And Abimelech chased him,
and he fled from him; and many fell
wounded, to the very entrance of
the gate.

9:45

b v. 20

c 2 Kin. 3:25
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d Judg. 8:33
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a Ps. 10:3; cp.
2 Sam. 15:4
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41Then Abimelech dwelt at Aru-

mah, and Zebul drove out Gaal and
his brothers, so that they would not
dwell in Shechem.

42And it came about on the next
day that the people went out into
the field, and they told Abimelech.

43So he took his people, divided
them into three companies, and lay
in wait in the field. And he looked,
and there were the people, coming
out of the city; and he rose against
them and attacked them.

44Then Abimelech and the com-
pany that was with him rushed for-
ward and stood at the entrance of
the gate of the city; and the other
two companies rushed upon all who
were in the fields and killed them.

45So Abimelech fought against
the city all that day; bhe took the
city and killed the people who were
in it; and he cdemolished the city
and sowed it with salt.

46Now when all the men of the
tower of Shechem had heard that,
they entered the stronghold of the
dtemple of the god Berith.

47And it was told Abimelech that
all the men of the tower of She-
chem were gathered together.

48Then Abimelech went up to
Mount Zalmon, he and all the people
who were with him. And Abimelech
took an ax in his hand and cut down
a bough from the trees, and took it
and laid it on his shoulder; then he
said to the people who were with
him, “What you have seen me do,
make haste and do as I have done.”

49So each of the people likewise
cut down his own bough and fol-
lowed Abimelech, put them against
the stronghold, and set the strong-
hold on fire above them, so that all
the people of the tower of Shechem
died, about a thousand men and
women.

50Then Abimelech went to The-
bez, and he encamped against The-
bez and took it.

51But there was a strong tower in
the city, and all the men and
women—all the people of the
city—fled there and shut them-
*9:29 Literally hand * Following Masoretic
Text and Targum; Dead Sea Scrolls read they;
Septuagint reads I. *9:37 Hebrew Meonenim



“Havoth Jair” to this day, which are
in the land of Gilead.

5And Jair died and was buried in
Camon.

Servitude under Philistines
and Ammonites (18 years)

6Then the children of Israel again
did gevil in the sight of the LORD,
and hserved the Baals and the Ash-
toreths, the gods of Syria, the gods of
Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of
the people of Ammon, and the gods
of the Philistines; and they forsook
the LORD and did not serve Him.

7So the anger of the LORD was hot
against Israel; and He isold them
into the hands of the jPhilistines
and into the hands of the people of
kAmmon.

8From that year they harassed
and oppressed the children of Israel
for eighteen years—all the children
of Israel who were on the other side
of the Jordan in the lland of the Am-
orites, in Gilead.

9Moreover the people of Ammon

selves in; then they went up to the
top of the tower.

52So Abimelech came as far as the
tower and fought against it; and he
drew near the door of the tower to
burn it with fire.

53But a certain woman adropped
an upper millstone on Abimelech’s
head and crushed his skull.

54Then he called quickly to the
young man, his barmorbearer, and
said to him, “Draw your sword and
kill me, lest men say of me, ‘A
woman killed him.’ ” So his young
man thrust him through, and he
died.

55And when the men of Israel
saw that Abimelech was dead, they
departed, every man to his place.

56Thus God crepaid the wicked-
ness of Abimelech, which he had
done to his father by killing his sev-
enty brothers.

57And all the evil of the men of
Shechem God returned on their own
heads, and on them came the dcurse
of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal.

IV. Six Judges, 10:1—12:15

Tola, the seventh judge (23 years)

10AFTER Abimelech there
arose to save Israel Tola the

son of Puah, the son of Dodo, a man
of Issachar; and he dwelt in Shamir
in the mountains of Ephraim.

2He judged Israel twenty-three
years; and he died and was buried
in Shamir.

Jair, the eighth judge (22 years)
3After him arose Jair, a Gileadite;

and he judged Israel twenty-two
years.

4Now he had e thirty sons who
rode on thirty fdonkeys; they also
had thirty towns, which are called
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g Judg. 6:1; 13:1

h Judg. 2:13

10:7

i Judg. 4:2

j Judg. 13:1

k Judg. 3:13
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a 2 Sam. 11:21
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c v. 24
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e Cp. Judg. 12:9

f Judg. 5:10;
12:14

356 JUDGES 9:52—10:9

Tola: worm. The seventh judge, from the tribe of Issa-
char, who led Israel for 23 years.

Jair: God enlightens. The eighth judge, from Gilead,
who led Israel for 22 years.

10:4 Havoth Jair. Literally towns of Jair. Num. 32:41.
10:6 Syria. Hebrew Aram.
10:7 Ammon. The Ammonites were descendants of

Lot, Abraham’s nephew (Gen. 19:38).
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crossed over the Jordan to fight
against Judah also, against Benjamin,
and against the house of Ephraim, so
that Israel was severely distressed.

10And the children of Israel acried
out to the LORD, saying, “We have
bsinned against You, because we
have both forsaken our God and
served the Baals!”

11So the LORD said to the children
of Israel, “Did I not deliver you from
the Egyptians and from the Amo-
rites and from the cpeople of Am-
mon and from the dPhilistines?

12“Also the Sidonians and eAma-
lekites and Maonites* oppressed you;
and you cried out to Me, and I deliv-
ered you from their hand.

13“Yet you have forsaken Me and
served other gods. Therefore I will
deliver you fno more.

14“Go and cry out to the gods
which you have chosen; let them
deliver you in your time of gdis-
tress.”

15And the children of Israel said
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to the LORD, “We have sinned! Do
to us whatever seems best to You;
only deliver us this day, we pray.”

16So they put away the foreign
gods from among them and served
the LORD. And His soul could no
longer endure the misery of Israel.

17Then the people of Ammon
gathered together and encamped in
Gilead. And the children of Israel
assembled together and encamped
in Mizpah.

18And the people, the leaders of
Gilead, said to one another, “Who
is the man who will begin the fight
against the people of Ammon? He
shall be hhead over all the inhabi-
tants of Gilead.”

Jephthah, the ninth judge

11NOW iJephthah the Gilead-
ite was a mighty man of val-

or, but he was the son of a harlot;
and Gilead begot Jephthah.

2Gilead’s wife bore sons; and
when his wife’s sons grew up, they
drove Jephthah out, and said to
him, “You shall have jno inheri-
*10:12 Some Septuagint manuscripts read
Midianites.

Jephthah: God opens. A judge of Israel who defeated
the Ammonites. He made a thoughtless and hasty vow
with God that affected his daughter’s life.

10:10 THE JUDGES OF ISRAEL

Judge Years led Accomplishments Reference
Othniel 44 Delivered Israel from Cushan-Rishathaim, king of Mesopotamia. Judges 3:9
Ehud 80 Delivered Israel from Eglon, king of Moab. He stabbed the king 

with a dagger. Killed 10,000 Moabites. Judges 3:12–30
Shamgar ? Delivered Israel from the Philistines. Killed 600 Philistines with 

an ox goad. Judges 3:31
Deborah/ 40 Delivered Israel from Jabin, king of Canaan. A prophetess.
Barak Encouraged Barak to fight. Judges 4:1—5:31
Gideon 40 Delivered Israel from the Midianites. Needed reassurance of 

God’s support. Conquered the enemy with pitchers, torches 
and trumpets. Judges 6—8

Tola 23 Not known Judges 10:1–2
Jair 22 Had 30 sons with 30 donkeys. Judges 10:3–5
Jephthah 6 Delivered Israel from the Ammonites. Made a vow with God. Judges 11:1–40
Ibzan 7 Had 30 sons and 30 daughters. Judges 12:8–10
Elon 10 Unknown Judges 12:11–12
Abdon 8 Had 40 sons, 30 grandsons, 70 donkeys. Judges 12:13–15
Samson 20 Delivered Israel from the Philistines. Was a Nazarite. Had immense 

strength. Personally killed thousands of Philistines. Was deceived, 
captured and imprisoned. Final act was to destroy a temple of the 
Philistine god, killing himself and many of the enemy. Judges 13:24—16:31

Eli 40 Priest in the temple who raised Samuel. Delivered Israel from 
the Philistines. 1 Samuel 1–4

Samuel ? Delivered Israel from the Philistines. 1 Samuel 3:11—7:15
Joel/Abijah ? Perverted justice. 1 Samuel 8:1–5



14So Jephthah again sent messen-
gers to the king of the people of Am-
mon,

15and said to him, “Thus says
Jephthah: ‘Israel kdid not take away
the land of Moab, nor the land of
the people of Ammon;

16‘for when Israel came up from
Egypt, they walked through the
wilderness as far as the Red Sea and
came to lKadesh.

17‘Then Israel sent messengers to
the king of Edom, saying, “Please let
me pass through your land.” But the
king of Edom would not heed. And in
like manner they sent to the mking of
Moab, but he would not consent. So
Israel remained in Kadesh.

18‘And they nwent along through
the wilderness and obypassed the
land of Edom and the land of Moab,
came to the east side of the land of
Moab, and encamped on the other
side of the Arnon. But they did not
enter the border of Moab, for the
Arnon was the border of Moab.

19‘Then Israel psent messengers
to Sihon king of the Amorites, king
of Heshbon; and Israel said to him,
“Please let us pass through your
land into our place.”

20‘But Sihon did not trust Israel to
pass through his territory. So Sihon
gathered all his people together, en-
camped in Jahaz, and fought against
Israel.

21‘And the LORD God of Israel
qdelivered Sihon and all his people
into the hand of Israel, and they de-
feated them. Thus Israel gained pos-
session of all the land of the Amo-
rites, who inhabited that country.

22‘They took possession of all the
territory of the Amorites, from the
Arnon to the Jabbok and from the
wilderness to the Jordan.

23‘And now the LORD God of Isra-
el has dispossessed the Amorites
from before His people Israel;
should you then possess it?

24‘Will you not possess whatever
rChemosh your god gives you to
possess? So whatever the LORD our
God takes possession of before us,
we will possess.

25‘And now, are you any better

tance in our father’s house, for you
are the son of another woman.”

3Then Jephthah fled from his
brothers and dwelt in the land of
aTob; and bworthless men banded
together with Jephthah and went
out raiding with him.

4It came to pass after a time that
the cpeople of Ammon made war
against Israel.

5And so it was, when the people
of Ammon made war against Israel,
that the elders of Gilead went to get
Jephthah from the land of Tob.

6Then they said to Jephthah,
“Come and be our commander, that
we may fight against the people of
Ammon.”

7So Jephthah said to the elders of
Gilead, “Did you not dhate me, and
expel me from my father’s house?
Why have you come to me now
when you are in distress?”

8And the elders of Gilead said to
Jephthah, “That is why we have
turned again to you now, that you
may go with us and fight against the
people of Ammon, and be our ehead
over all the inhabitants of Gilead.”

9So Jephthah said to the elders of
Gilead, “If you take me back home
to fight against the people of Am-
mon, and the LORD delivers them to
me, shall I be your head?”

10And the elders of Gilead said to
Jephthah, “The LORD will be a fwit-
ness between us, if we do not do ac-
cording to your words.”

11Then Jephthah went with the el-
ders of Gilead, and the people made
him head and commander over
them; and Jephthah spoke all his
words before the LORD in gMizpah.

12Now Jephthah sent messengers
to the king of the people of Ammon,
saying, h“What do you have against
me, that you have come to fight
against me in my land?”

13And the king of the people of
Ammon answered the messengers
of Jephthah, “Because iIsrael took
away my land when they came up
out of Egypt, from the jArnon as far
as the Jabbok, and to the Jordan.
Now therefore, restore those lands
peaceably.”
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11:4f after a time. Literally after days.



than aBalak the son of Zippor, king of
Moab? Did he ever strive against Is-
rael? Did he ever fight against them?

26‘While Israel bdwelt in Hesh-
bon and its villages, in Aroer and its
villages, and in all the cities along
the banks of the Arnon, for three
hundred years, why did you not re-
cover them within that time?

27‘Therefore I have not sinned
against you, but you wronged me by
fighting against me. May the LORD,
the c Judge, render judgment this
day between the children of Israel
and the people of Ammon.’ ”

28However, the king of the people
of Ammon did not heed the words
which Jephthah sent him.

Jephthah’s tragic vow
29Then the dSpirit of the LORD

came upon Jephthah, and he passed
through Gilead and Manasseh, and
passed through Mizpah of Gilead;
and from Mizpah of Gilead he ad-
vanced toward the people of Am-
mon.

30And Jephthah emade a vow to
the LORD, and said, “If You will in-
deed deliver the people of Ammon
into my hands,

31“then it will be that whatever
comes out of the doors of my house
to meet me, when I return in peace
from the people of Ammon, fshall
surely be the LORD’S, and I will offer
it up as a burnt offering.”

32So Jephthah advanced toward
the people of Ammon to fight
against them, and the LORD deliv-
ered them into his hands.

33And he defeated them from
Aroer as far as Minnith—twenty cit-
ies—and to Abel Keramim,* with a
very great slaughter. Thus the peo-
ple of Ammon were subdued before
the children of Israel.

34When Jephthah came to his
house at gMizpah, there was his
daughter, coming out to meet him
with timbrels and dancing; and she
was his only child. Besides her he
had neither son nor daughter.

35And it came to pass, when he

11:35
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saw her, that he tore his clothes,
and said, “Alas, my daughter! You
have brought me very low! You are
among those who trouble me! For I
have given my word to the LORD,
and I hcannot go iback on it.”

36So she said to him, “My father,
if you have given your word to the
LORD, do to me according to what
has gone out of your mouth, because
the LORD has avenged you of your
enemies, the people of Ammon.”

37Then she said to her father,
“Let this thing be done for me: let
me alone for two months, that I
may go and wander on the moun-
tains and bewail my virginity, my
friends and I.”

38So he said, “Go.” And he sent
her away for two months; and she
went with her friends, and bewailed
her virginity on the mountains.

39And it was so at the end of two
months that she returned to her fa-
ther, and he carried out his vow
with her which he had vowed. She
knew no man. And it became a cus-
tom in Israel

40that the daughters of Israel went
four days each year to lament the
daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite.

Petulant Ephraim punished.
Jephthah rules six years

12THEN the men of jEphraim
gathered together, crossed

*11:33 Literally Plain of Vineyards

11:29 Jephthah appears to have been a judge of north-
eastern Israel only.

11:40 lament. Literally celebrate.

11:39 JEPHTHAH’S VOW
In view of the divine commands in the Mosaic law

against human sacrifice (Lev. 18:21; 20:2–5; Deut.
12:31; 18:10), a question has been raised about Jeph-
thah’s action here. There is considerable doubt as to
what he actually did. Those who think that he killed his
daughter see no divine approval of the act, but rather
attribute it to his rash vow. Passages like 2 Kin. 3:27;
16:3; 17:17; 2 Chr. 33:6; Jer. 7:31; 19:5; 32:35 show
how widespread this evil and cruel practice was even
in later days. Others do not believe that Jephthah sacri-
ficed his daughter, but that he set her apart to perpetual
virginity. The latter view emphasizes the unusual ex-
pression (in such a context) in v. 31: “shall surely be the
LORD’s,” and the stress upon virginity instead of death in
vv. 37,39: “my virginity,” “she knew no man.” Jeph-
thah’s vow (vv. 30–31) was hasty and seemingly im-
provident. Our Lord expressed Himself about vows in
the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5:33–37).



9He had bthirty sons. And he gave
away thirty daughters in marriage,
and brought in thirty daughters
from elsewhere for his sons. He
judged Israel seven years.

10Then Ibzan died and was buried
at Bethlehem.

Elon, the eleventh judge (10 years)
11After him, Elon the Zebulunite

judged Israel. He judged Israel ten
years.

12And Elon the Zebulunite died
and was buried at Aijalon in the
country of Zebulun.

Abdon, the twelfth judge (8 years)
13After him, Abdon the son of

Hillel the Pirathonite judged Israel.
14He had forty sons and thirty

grandsons, who rode on seventy
cyoung donkeys. He judged Israel
eight years.

15Then Abdon the son of Hillel
the Pirathonite died and was buried
in Pirathon in the land of Ephraim,
in the mountains of the Amalekites.

V. Samson, 13:1—16:31

Servitude under the
Philistines (40 years)

13AGAIN the children of Israel
did devil in the sight of the

LORD, and the LORD delivered them
into the hand of the ePhilistines for
forty years.

over toward Zaphon, and said to
Jephthah, “Why did you cross over
to fight against the people of Am-
mon, and did not call us to go with
you? We will burn your house down
on you with fire!”

2And Jephthah said to them, “My
people and I were in a great struggle
with the people of Ammon; and
when I called you, you did not de-
liver me out of their hands.

3“So when I saw that you would
not deliver me, I took my life in my
hands and crossed over against the
people of Ammon; and the LORD de-
livered them into my hand. Why
then have you come up to me this
day to fight against me?”

4Now Jephthah gathered together
all the men of Gilead and fought
against Ephraim. And the men of Gil-
ead defeated Ephraim, because they
said, “You Gileadites are fugitives of
Ephraim among the Ephraimites and
among the Manassites.”

5The Gileadites seized the afords
of the Jordan before the Ephraimites
arrived. And when any Ephraimite
who escaped said, “Let me cross
over,” the men of Gilead would say
to him, “Are you an Ephraimite?” If
he said, “No,”

6then they would say to him,
“Then say, ‘Shibboleth’!” And he
would say, “Sibboleth,” for he could
not pronounce it right. Then they
would take him and kill him at the
fords of the Jordan. There fell at that
time forty-two thousand Ephraim-
ites.

7And Jephthah judged Israel six
years. Then Jephthah the Gileadite
died and was buried in among the
cities of Gilead.

8After him, Ibzan of Bethlehem
judged Israel.
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12:6 Shibboleth. Literally stream. Ps. 69:2,15; Is. 27:12.
12:8 Ibzan appears to have been only a civil judge in

northeastern Israel.

Ibzan: active. The tenth judge of Israel, who had 30
sons and 30 daughters.

Elon: oak. The eleventh judge of Israel.

Abdon: servile. The twelfth judge of Israel, who had
40 sons and 30 grandsons and each had their own
donkey.

13:1 THE PHILISTINES

The Philistines were a non-semitic people, sometimes
referred to in the Scriptures as “the uncircumcised”
(Judg. 14:3; 15:18; 1 Sam. 14:6; 31:4; 2 Sam. 1:20;
1 Chr. 10:4). They settled in the plain and low hill
country of southwestern Palestine, being part of the
great invasion of the sea peoples referred to by Rameses
III of Egypt about 1200 B.C. Their knowledge of metal-
lurgy and access to sources of iron gave them a great
advantage over other nations and enabled a compara-
tively small number to conquer far larger groups and to
extend their sway for a time over most of Palestine.
They were the leading enemy of Israel from the time of
Samson to the middle of the reign of David. See 1 Sam.
13:19, note. Eventually the Philistines gave their name
to the whole land, in the form “Palestine.” Compare Is.
14:29,31; see Gen. 21:34, note.



Samson, the thirteenth judge, born
2Now there was a certain man

from aZorah, of the family of the
Danites, whose name was Manoah;
and his wife was barren and had no
children.

3And the bAngel of the LORD ap-
peared to the woman and csaid to
her, “Indeed now, you are barren
and have borne no children, but
you shall conceive and bear a son.

4“Now therefore, please be careful
not to drink wine or similar ddrink,
and not to eat anything unclean.

5“For behold, you shall conceive
and bear a son. And no razor shall
come upon his head, for the child
shall be a eNazirite to God from the
womb; and he shall begin to deliver
Israel out of the hand of the Philis-
tines.”

6So the woman came and told her
husband, saying, “A fMan of God
came to me, and His countenance
was like the countenance of the An-
gel of God, very awesome; but I did
not ask Him where He was from,
and He did not tell me His name.

7“And He said to me, ‘Behold,
you shall conceive and bear a son.
Now drink no wine or similar drink,
nor eat anything unclean, for the
child shall be a Nazirite to God from
the womb to the day of his death.’ ”

Manoah prays
8Then Manoah gprayed to the

LORD, and said, “O my Lord, please
let the Man of God whom You sent
come to us again and teach us what
we shall do for the child who will
be born.”

9And God listened to the voice of
Manoah, and the Angel of God
came to the woman again as she
was sitting in the field; but Manoah
her husband was not with her.

10Then the woman ran in haste
and told her husband, and said to
him, “Look, the Man who came to
me the other day has just now ap-
peared to me!”
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11So Manoah arose and followed

his wife. When he came to the
Man, he said to Him, “Are You the
Man who spoke to this woman?”
And He said, “I am.”

12Manoah said, “Now let Your
words come to pass! What will be
the boy’s rule of life, and his work?”

13So the Angel of the LORD said to
Manoah, “Of all that I said to the
woman let her be careful.

14“She may not eat anything that
comes from the hvine, nor may she
drink wine or similar drink, nor eat
anything unclean. All that I com-
manded her let her observe.”

15Then Manoah said to the iAn-
gel of the LORD, “Please let us jde-
tain You, and we will prepare a
young goat for You.”

16And the Angel of the LORD said
to Manoah, “Though you detain
Me, I will not eat your food. But if
you offer a kburnt offering, you
must offer it to the LORD.” (For Ma-
noah did not know He was the An-
gel of the LORD.)

17Then Manoah said to the Angel
of the LORD, “What is Your name,
that when Your words come to pass
we may honor You?”

18And the Angel of the LORD said
to him, “Why do you ask My name,
seeing it is lwonderful?”

19So Manoah took the young goat
with the grain offering, and offered
it upon the rock to the LORD. And
He did a wondrous thing while Ma-
noah and his wife looked on—

20it happened as the mflame went
up toward heaven from the altar—
the Angel of the LORD ascended in
the flame of the altar! When Mano-
ah and his wife saw this, they fell
on their faces to the ground.

21When the Angel of the LORD ap-
peared no more to Manoah and his
wife, then Manoah knew that He
was the Angel of the LORD.

22And Manoah said to his wife,
“We shall surely ndie, because we
have seen God!”

Manoah: rest. The father of Samson; he had difficulty
believing the news that his wife would have a child.

13:22 we have seen God. Compare Gen. 32:30; Ex.
24:10; 33:18; Judg. 6:22; John 1:18; Rev. 22:4. No man

has ever seen God in His spiritual Being or Essence. But in
His OT appearances (see Gen. 12:7, note), and especially
in Jesus Christ incarnate, God has been seen by men (John
14:8–9; 1 John 1:1–2).



the daughters of your brethren, or
among all my fpeople, that you must
go and get a wife from the uncir-
cumcised Philistines?” And Samson
said to his father, “Get her for me,
for she pleases me well.”

4But his father and mother did
not know that it was of the gLORD—
that He was seeking an occasion to
move against the Philistines. For at
that time the Philistines had domin-
ion over Israel.

Samson kills a lion; his riddle
5So Samson went down to Tim-

nah with his father and mother, and
came to the vineyards of Timnah.

Now to his surprise, a young hlion
came roaring against him.

6And the iSpirit of the LORD came
mightily upon him, and he tore the
lion apart as one would have torn
apart a young goat, though he had
jnothing in his hand. But he did not
tell his father or his mother what he
had done.

7Then he went down and talked
with the woman; and she pleased
Samson well.

8After some time, when he re-
turned to get her, he turned aside to
see the carcass of the lion. And be-
hold, a swarm of bees and honey
were in the carcass of the lion.

9kHe took some of it in his hands
and went along, eating. When he
came to his father and mother, he
gave some to them, and they also
ate. But he did not tell them that he
had taken the honey out of the lcar-
cass of the lion.

10So his father went down to the
woman. And Samson gave a mfeast
there, for young men used to do so.

11And it happened, when they

23But his wife said to him, “If the
LORD had desired to kill us, He would
not have accepted a burnt offering
and a grain offering from our hands,
nor would He have shown us all
these things, nor would He have told
us such things as these at this time.”

24So the woman bore a son and
called his name Samson; and the
child grew, and the LORD blessed
him.

25And the aSpirit of the LORD be-
gan to move upon him at bMahaneh
Dan* between Zorah and cEshtaol.

Samson promised a wife

14NOW Samson went down to
dTimnah, and saw a woman

in Timnah of the daughters of the
Philistines.

2So he went up and told his father
and mother, saying, “I have seen a
woman in Timnah of the daughters
of the Philistines; now therefore, get
her for me eas a wife.”

3Then his father and mother said
to him, “Is there no woman among
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*13:25 Literally Camp of Dan (compare 18:12)

Samson: like the sun. A judge of Israel who was a
Nazirite with great strength.

Timnah: a portion. A city on the northern border of
Judah where Samson’s wife lived. It was located in
an area that was often disputed between Israel and
the Philistines.

Philistines: wanderers. Neighbors and enemies of Is-
rael who lived in the southern part of Palestine along
the coast of the Mediterranean Sea.
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saw him, that they brought thirty
companions to be with him.

12Then Samson said to them, “Let
me pose a riddle to you. If you can
correctly solve and explain it to me
within the aseven days of the feast,
then I will give you thirty linen gar-
ments and thirty bchanges of cloth-
ing.

13“But if you cannot explain it to
me, then you shall give me thirty
linen garments and thirty changes
of clothing.” And they said to him,
c“Pose your riddle, that we may
hear it.”

14So he said to them:

“Out of the eater came
something to eat,

And out of the strong came
something sweet.”

Now for three days they could not
explain the riddle.

Samson deceived; kills thirty
15But it came to pass on the sev-

enth* day that they said to Samson’s
wife, d“Entice your husband, that
he may explain the riddle to us, eor
else we will burn you and your fa-
ther’s house with fire. Have you in-
vited us in order to take what is
ours? Is that not so?”

16Then Samson’s wife wept on
him, and said, f“You only hate me!
You do not love me! You have posed
a riddle to the sons of my people,
but you have not explained it to
me.” And he said to her, “Look, I
have not explained it to my father
or my mother; so should I explain it
to you?”

17Now she had wept on him the
seven days while their feast lasted.
And it happened on the seventh day
that he told her, because she
gpressed him so much. Then she
explained the riddle to the sons of
her people.

18So the men of the city said to
him on the seventh day before the
sun went down:

“What is sweeter than honey?
And what is stronger than a

lion?”

And he said to them:
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“If you had not plowed with my

heifer,
You would not have solved my

riddle!”
19Then the hSpirit of the LORD

came upon him mightily, and he
went down to Ashkelon and killed
thirty of their men, took their ap-
parel, and gave the changes of
clothing to those who had ex-
plained the riddle. So his anger was
aroused, and he went back up to his
father’s house.

20And Samson’s wife was igiven
to his companion, who had been his
best man.

Samson burns Philistines’ crops

15AFTER a while, in the time
of wheat harvest, it hap-

pened that Samson visited his wife
with a jyoung goat. And he said,
k“Let me go in to my wife, into her
room.” But her father would not
permit him to go in.

2Her father said, “I really thought
that you thoroughly hated her; lthere-
fore I gave her to your companion. Is
not her younger sister better than
she? Please, take her instead.”

3And Samson said to them, “This
time I shall be blameless regarding
the Philistines if I harm them!”

4Then Samson went and caught
three hundred foxes; and he took
torches, turned the foxes tail to tail,
and put a torch between each pair
of tails.

5When he had set the torches on
fire, he let the foxes go into the
standing grain of the Philistines,
and mburned up both the shocks
and the standing grain, as well as
the vineyards and olive groves.

6Then the Philistines said, “Who
has done this?” And they answered,
“Samson, the son-in-law of the Tim-
nite, because he has taken his wife
and given her to his companion.” So
the Philistines came up and nburned
her and her father with fire.

7Samson said to them, “Since you
would do a thing like this, I will
surely take revenge on you, and af-
ter that I will cease.”
*14:15 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and
Vulgate; Septuagint and Syriac read fourth.



Then the dSpirit of the LORD came
mightily upon him; and the ropes
that were on his arms became like
flax that is burned with fire, and his
bonds ebroke loose from his hands.

15He found a fresh f jawbone of a
donkey, reached out his hand and
took it, and killed a thousand men
with it.

16Then Samson said:

“With the jawbone of a donkey,
Heaps upon heaps,
With the jawbone of a donkey
I have slain a thousand men!”

17And so it was, when he had fin-
ished speaking, that he threw the
jawbone from his hand, and called
that place Ramath Lehi.

18Then he became very thirsty; so
he cried out to the LORD and said,
“You have given this great deliver-
ance by the hand of Your servant;
and now shall I die of thirst and fall
into the hand of the uncircum-
cised?”

19So God split the hollow place
that is in Lehi,* and water came
out, and he drank; and his spirit re-
turned, and he revived. Therefore
he called its name En Hakkore,
which is in Lehi to this day.

20And ghe judged Israel htwenty
years in the idays of the Philistines.

8So he attacked them hip and
thigh with a great slaughter; then
he went down and dwelt in the cleft
of the rock of aEtam.

Samson kills a thousand Philistines
9Now the Philistines went up, en-

camped in Judah, and deployed
themselves against Lehi.

10And the men of Judah said,
“Why have you come up against
us?” So they answered, “We have
come up to arrest Samson, to do to
him as he has done to us.”

11Then three thousand men of Ju-
dah went down to the cleft of the
rock of Etam, and said to Samson,
“Do you not know that the Philis-
tines brule over us? What is this you
have done to us?” And he said to
them, “As they did to me, so I have
done to them.”

12But they said to him, “We have
come down to arrest you, that we
may deliver you into the hand of the
Philistines.” Then Samson said to
them, “Swear to me that you will
not kill me yourselves.”

13So they spoke to him, saying,
“No, but we will tie you securely
and deliver you into their hand; but
we will surely not kill you.” And
they bound him with two cnew
ropes and brought him up from the
rock.

14When he came to Lehi, the Phi-
listines came shouting against him.
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*15:19 Literally Jawbone (compare verse 14)

15:14 Lehi. Meaning jawbone.
15:17 Ramath Lehi. Meaning the hill of the jawbone.
15:19 En Hakkore. Meaning the well of him who cried.

Lehi. Verse 17 states that this place received this name be-

cause Samson had killed so many people there with a jaw-
bone. At that place God caused a spring suddenly to gush
out of the ground to give water to Samson.

15:20 SAMSON’S ANTICS

Samson’s life was full of colorful stories that tell of his strength and cleverness.

1. Tore a lion apart with his bare hands. Judges 14:6
2. Scooped the bees and honey out of the lion’s carcass. Judges 14:8–9
3. Killed 30 Philistines, took their clothes to settle a bet. Judges 14:19
4. Left his first wife in a fit of anger. Judges 14:19–20
5. Caught 300 foxes, tied their tails together in pairs, attached a lit torch to their tails and let 

them loose. They destroyed the grain fields, vineyards and olive groves of the Philistines. Judges 15:3–5
6. Broke free of the ropes that bound him. Judges 15:14
7. Killed 1,000 men with the jawbone of a donkey. Judges 15:15
8. Tore down the city gates and moved them to a hilltop. Judges 16:3
9. Fell in love with Delilah, who betrayed him. Judges 16:1–23

10. Pulled down the central pillars of the temple, killing himself and over 1,000 Philistines. Judges 16:25–30



Samson’s moral weakness

16NOW Samson went to aGaza
and saw a harlot there, and

went in to her.
2When the Gazites were told,

“Samson has come here!” they sur-
rounded the place and lay in wait
for him all night at the gate of the
city. They were quiet all night, say-
ing, “In the morning, when it is
daylight, we will kill him.”

3And Samson lay low till midnight;
then he arose at midnight, took hold
of the doors of the gate of the city
and the two gateposts, pulled them
up, bar and all, put them on his
shoulders, and carried them to the
top of the hill that faces Hebron.

4Afterward it happened that he
loved a bwoman in the Valley of So-
rek, whose name was Delilah.

5And the clords of the Philistines
came up to her and said to her,
d“Entice him, and find out where
his great strength lies, and by what
means we may overpower him, that
we may bind him to afflict him; and
every one of us will give you eleven
hundred pieces of silver.”

6So Delilah said to Samson,
“Please tell me where your great
strength lies, and with what you
may be bound to afflict you.”

7And Samson said to her, “If they
bind me with seven fresh bow-
strings, not yet dried, then I shall
become weak, and be like any other
man.”

8So the lords of the Philistines
brought up to her seven fresh bow-
strings, not yet dried, and she
bound him with them.

9Now men were lying in wait, stay-
ing with her in the room. And she
said to him, “The Philistines are
upon you, Samson!” But he broke the
bowstrings as a strand of yarn breaks
when it touches fire. So the secret of
his strength was not known.

10Then Delilah said to Samson,
“Look, you have mocked me and
told me lies. Now, please tell me
what you may be bound with.”

11So he said to her, “If they bind
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me securely with enew ropes that
have never been used, then I shall
become weak, and be like any other
man.”

12Therefore Delilah took new
ropes and bound him with them,
and said to him, “The Philistines
are upon you, Samson!” And men
were lying in wait, staying in the
room. But he broke them off his
arms like a thread.

13Delilah said to Samson, “Until
now you have mocked me and told
me lies. Tell me what you may be
bound with.” And he said to her, “If
you weave the seven locks of my
head into the web of the loom”—

14So she wove it tightly with the
batten of the loom, and said to him,
“The Philistines are upon you, Sam-
son!” But he awoke from his sleep,
and pulled out the batten and the
web from the loom.

Samson, tormented by Delilah,
reveals his secret

15Then she said to him, f“How
can you say, ‘I love you,’ when your
heart is not with me? You have
mocked me these three times, and
have not told me where your great
strength lies.”

16gAnd it came to pass, when she
pestered him daily with her words
and pressed him, so that his soul
was hvexed to death,

17that he itold her all his heart, and
said to her, “No jrazor has ever come
upon my head, for I have been a Naz-
irite to God from my mother’s womb.
If I am shaven, then my strength will
leave me, and I shall become weak,
and be like any other man.”

18When Delilah saw that he had
told her all his heart, she sent and
called for the lords of the Philis-
tines, saying, “Come up once more,
for he has told me all his heart.” So
the lords of the Philistines came up
to her and brought the money in
their hand.

19Then she lulled him to sleep on
her knees, and called for a man and
had him shave off the seven locks of
his head. Then she began to torment
him,* and his strength left him.
*16:19 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and
Vulgate; Septuagint reads he began to be weak.

Delilah: delicate. Samson’s second wife, who be-
trayed him to the Philistines.



roof watching while Samson per-
formed.

28Then Samson gcalled to the
LORD, saying, “O Lord GOD, remem-
ber me, I pray! Strengthen me, I
pray, just this once, O God, that I
may with one blow take vengeance
on the Philistines for my two eyes!”

29And Samson took hold of the
two middle pillars which supported
the temple, and he braced himself
against them, one on his right and
the other on his left.

30Then Samson said, “Let me die
with the Philistines!” And he
pushed with all his might, and the
temple hfell on the lords and all the
people who were in it. So the dead
that he killed at his death were
more than he had killed in his life.

31And his brothers and all his fa-
ther’s household came down and
took him, and brought him up and
buried him between Zorah and Esh-
taol in the tomb of his father Mano-
ah. He had judged Israel i twenty
years.

VI. Confusion in Israel, 17:1—21:25

Religious confusion

17NOW there was a man from
the mountains of Ephraim,

whose name was jMicah.
2And he said to his mother, “The

eleven hundred kshekels of silver
that were taken from you, and on
which you put a lcurse, even saying
it in my ears—here is the silver
with me; I took it.” And his mother
said, “May you be blessed by the
LORD, my son!”

3So when he had returned the
eleven hundred mshekels of silver
to his mother, his mother said, “I
had wholly dedicated the silver
from my hand to the LORD for my
son, to make a carved image and a

20And she said, “The Philistines
are upon you, Samson!” So he
awoke from his sleep, and said, “I
will go out as before, at other times,
and shake myself free!” But he adid
not know that the LORD had bde-
parted from him.

21Then the Philistines took him
and put out his ceyes, and brought
him down to Gaza. They bound him
with bronze fetters, and he became
a grinder in the prison.

22However, the hair of his head
began to grow again after it had
been shaven.

Samson avenged in his death
23Now the lords of the Philistines

gathered together to offer a great
sacrifice to dDagon their god, and to
rejoice. And they said:

“Our egod has delivered into our
hands

Samson our enemy!”
24When the people saw him, they

fpraised their god; for they said:

“Our god has delivered into our
hands our enemy,

The destroyer of our land,
And the one who multiplied

our dead.”
25So it happened, when their

hearts were merry, that they said,
“Call for Samson, that he may per-
form for us.” So they called for Sam-
son from the prison, and he per-
formed for them. And they
stationed him between the pillars.

26Then Samson said to the lad
who held him by the hand, “Let me
feel the pillars which support the
temple, so that I can lean on them.”

27Now the temple was full of men
and women. All the lords of the Phi-
listines were there—about three
thousand men and women on the
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Gaza: strong, fortified. A Philistine city, located in the
most southern region.

16:21 put out. Literally bored out. became a grinder.
Grinding grain between millstones was the task of a beast
or a slave.

Dagon: fish. The primary god of the Philistines.

16:31 judged. The character and work of Samson are

both enigmatic. Announced by an Angel (13:2–21), he was
a Nazirite (Num. 6; Judg. 13:5) who constantly defiled his
Nazirite separation through fleshly appetites. Called by
God to judge Israel, and endued wonderfully with the Spir-
it, he accomplished no abiding work for Israel and per-
ished in captivity to his enemies, the Philistines. What was
real in the man was his mighty faith in the LORD in a time of
doubt and spiritual declension, and this faith God honored
(Heb. 11:32).



molded a image; now therefore, I
will return it to you.”

4Thus he returned the silver to
his mother. Then his mother took
two hundred bshekels of silver and
gave them to the csilversmith, and
he made it into a carved image and
a molded image; and they were in
the house of Micah.

5The man Micah had a dshrine,
and made an eephod and fhouse-
hold idols;* and he consecrated one
of his sons, who became his gpriest.

6In those days there was no hking
in Israel; everyone did what was
right in his own ieyes.

7Now there was a young man
from Bethlehem in Judah, of the
family of Judah; he was a Levite,
and jwas staying there.

8The man departed from the city
of Bethlehem in Judah to stay wher-
ever he could find a place. Then he
came to the mountains of Ephraim,
to the house of Micah, as he jour-
neyed.

9And Micah said to him, “Where
do you come from?” So he said to
him, “I am a Levite from Bethlehem
in Judah, and I am on my way to
find a place to stay.”

10Micah said to him, “Dwell with
me, and be a father and a priest to
me, and I will give you ten kshekels
of silver per year, a suit of clothes,
and your sustenance.” So the Levite
went in.

11Then the Levite was content to
dwell with the man; and the young
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man became like one of his sons to
him.

12So Micah consecrated the Le-
vite, and the young man became his
priest, and lived in the house of Mi-
cah.

13Then Micah said, “Now I know
that the LORD will be good to me,
since I have a Levite as lpriest!”

Danites seek further territory

18IN those days there was no
mking in Israel. And in those

days the ntribe of the Danites was
seeking an inheritance for itself to
dwell in; for until that day their in-
heritance among the tribes of Israel
had not fallen to them.

2So the children of Dan sent five
men of their family from their terri-
tory, men of valor from oZorah and
Eshtaol, to spy out the land and
search it. They said to them, “Go,
search the land.” So they went to
the mountains of Ephraim, to the
house of Micah, and lodged there.

3While they were at the house of
pMicah, they recognized the voice
of the young Levite. They turned
aside and said to him, “Who
brought you here? What are you do-
ing in this place? What do you have
here?”

4He said to them, “Thus and so
Micah did for me. He has hired me,
and I have become his priest.”

5So they said to him, q“Please in-
quire of God, that we may know
*17:5 Hebrew teraphim

17:13 A striking illustration of all apostasy. With Mi-
cah’s entire departure from the revealed will of God con-
cerning worship and priesthood, there is yet an exaltation
of false priesthood. Saying, “May you be blessed by the

LORD, my son!” Micah’s mother makes an idol; and Micah
expects the blessing of the LORD because he has linked his
idolatry to the ancient Levitical order.

17:1, heading CHAOS IN ISRAEL

After the death of Samson, chronological sequence in Judges ends. It is not possible to assign the events in the last five
chapters to any particular period. They may, however, be considered an appendix which shows the utter apostasy of
Israel in their religious, civil, and moral life. These chapters picture the climax of the downward path of Israel result-
ing from departure from the Word of God. Samson, the last judge in the book, partook of the same sins for which Israel
as a whole had suffered. The Levite consecrated by Micah was a man-made priest for the divine order of Aaron (chs.
17—18; see 17:13, note). The horrible story of ch. 19, issuing in civil war and practical destruction of Benjamin in ch.
20, pictures Israel at its lowest moral state in the entire OT. Written in complete honesty to the facts, characteristic of
biblical history, the account reveals the moral degradation of Israel caused by departure from the law. However, a
godly remnant existed during this period, as seen in the Book of Ruth. Samuel was the last of the judges, as well as an
important prophet. His ministry restored civil and moral order in Israel.



vite man—to the house of Micah—
and greeted him.

16The six hundred men armed
with their weapons of war, who
were of the children of Dan, stood
by the entrance of the gate.

17Then the five men who had
gone to spy out the land went up.
Entering there, they took the carved
image, the ephod, the household
idols, and the molded image. The
priest stood at the entrance of the
gate with the six hundred men who
were armed with weapons of war.

18When these went into Micah’s
house and took the carved image,
the ephod, the household idols, and
the molded image, the priest said to
them, “What are you doing?”

19And they said to him, “Be qui-
et, put your hand over your mouth,
and come with us; be a father and a
priest to us. Is it better for you to be
a priest to the household of one
man, or that you be a priest to a
tribe and a family in Israel?”

20So the priest’s heart was glad;
and he took the ephod, the house-
hold idols, and the carved image,
and took his place among the people.

21Then they turned and departed,
and put the little ones, the livestock,
and the goods in front of them.

22When they were a good way
from the house of Micah, the men
who were in the houses near Mi-
cah’s house gathered together and
overtook the children of Dan.

23And they called out to the chil-
dren of Dan. So they turned around
and said to Micah, i“What ails you,
that you have gathered such a com-
pany?”

24So he said, “You have jtaken
away my gods which I made, and
the priest, and you have gone away.
Now what more do I have? How can
you say to me, ‘What ails you?’ ”

25And the children of Dan said to
him, “Do not let your voice be
heard among us, lest angry men fall
upon you, and you lose your life,
with the lives of your household!”

whether the journey on which we
go will be prosperous.”

6And the priest said to them, “Go
in peace. The presence of the LORD
be with you on your way.”

7So the five men departed and
went to aLaish. They saw the people
who were there, how they dwelt
safely, in the manner of the bSido-
nians, quiet and secure. There were
no rulers in the land who might put
them to shame for anything. They
were far from the Sidonians, and
they had no ties with anyone.*

8Then the spies came back to
their brethren at cZorah and Eshta-
ol, and their brethren said to them,
“What is your report?”

9So they said, d“Arise, let us go
up against them. For we have seen
the land, and indeed it is very good.
Would you do nothing? eDo not hes-
itate to go, and enter to possess the
land.

10“When you go, you will come
to a secure people and a large land.
For fGod has given it into your
hands, a place where there is no
lack of anything that is on the
earth.”

11And six hundred men of the
family of the Danites went from
there, from Zorah and Eshtaol,
armed with weapons of war.

12Then they went up and en-
camped in Kirjath Jearim in Judah.
(Therefore they call that place Ma-
haneh Dan to this day. There it is,
west of Kirjath Jearim.)

13And they passed from there to
the mountains of Ephraim, and
came to the house of Micah.

Danites take Micah’s idols
and his priest, Jonathan

14Then the five men who had
gone to spy out the country of Laish
answered and said to their brethren,
“Do you know that there are in
these houses an gephod, household
idols, a carved image, and a molded
image? Now therefore, consider
what you should hdo.”

15So they turned aside there, and
came to the house of the young Le-
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Vulgate; Septuagint reads with Syria.

18:7 Laish. Or Leshem, Josh. 19:47. 18:12 Mahaneh Dan. Meaning the camp of Dan, Judg.
13:25.



26Then the children of Dan went
their way. And when Micah saw that
they were too strong for him, he
turned and went back to his house.

Danites attack unsuspecting Laish;
dwell there

27So they took the things Micah
had made, and the priest who had
belonged to him, and went to aLa-
ish, to a people quiet and secure;
and they struck them with the edge
of the sword and burned the city
with fire.

28There was no deliverer, because
it was far from Sidon, and they had
no ties with anyone. It was in the val-
ley that belongs to bBeth Rehob. So
they rebuilt the city and dwelt there.

29And they called the name of the
city cDan, after the name of Dan
their father, who was born to Israel.
However, the name of the city for-
merly was Laish.

30Then the children of Dan set up
for themselves the carved image; and
Jonathan the son of Gershom, the
son of Manasseh,* and his sons were
dpriests to the tribe of Dan until the
day of the ecaptivity of the land.

31So they set up for themselves
Micah’s carved image which he
made, all the time that the house of
God was in fShiloh.

Moral degradation—Levite’s concubine

19AND it came to pass in those
days, when there was no

gking in Israel, that there was a cer-
tain hLevite staying in the remote
mountains of Ephraim. He took for
himself a concubine from iBethle-
hem in Judah.

2But his concubine played the
harlot against him, and went away
from him to her father’s house at
Bethlehem in Judah, and was there
four whole months.

3Then her husband arose and
went after her, to jspeak kindly to
her and bring her back, having his
kservant and a couple of donkeys
with him. So she brought him into
her father’s house; and when the fa-
ther of the young woman saw him,
he was glad to meet him.
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4Now his father-in-law, the young

woman’s father, detained him; and
he stayed with him three days. So
they ate and drank and lodged there.

5Then it came to pass on the
fourth day that they arose early in
the morning, and he stood to de-
part; but the young woman’s father
said to his son-in-law, “Refresh your
lheart with a morsel of bread, and
afterward go your way.”

6So they sat down, and the two of
them ate and drank together. Then
the young woman’s father said to the
man, “Please be content to stay all
night, and let your heart be merry.”

7And when the man stood to de-
part, his father-in-law urged him; so
he lodged there again.

8Then he arose early in the morn-
ing on the fifth day to depart, but
the young woman’s father said,
“Please refresh your heart.” So they
delayed until afternoon; and both of
them ate.

9And when the man stood to de-
part—he and his concubine and his
servant—his father-in-law, the
young woman’s father, said to him,
“Look, the day is now drawing to-
ward evening; please spend the
night. See, the day is coming to an
end; lodge here, that your heart may
be merry. Tomorrow go your way
early, so that you may get home.”

10However, the man was not will-
ing to spend that night; so he rose
and departed, and came to opposite
m Jebus (that is, Jerusalem). With
him were the two saddled donkeys;
his concubine was also with him.

11They were near Jebus, and the
day was far spent; and the servant
said to his master, “Come, please,
and let us turn aside into this city of
the nJebusites and lodge in it.”

12But his master said to him, “We
will not turn aside here into a city
of foreigners, who are not of the
children of Israel; we will go on to
Gibeah.”

13So he said to his servant,
“Come, let us draw near to one of
these places, and spend the night in
Gibeah or in Ramah.”
*18:30 Septuagint and Vulgate read Moses.

19:1 Levite. See Num. 1:47, note.



24“Look, here is my virgin
hdaughter and the man’s* concu-
bine; let me bring them out now.
Humble them, and do with them as
you please; but to this man do not
do such a vile thing!”

25But the men would not heed
him. So the man took his concubine
and brought her out to them. And
they knew her and abused her all
night until morning; and when the
day began to break, they let her go.

26Then the woman came as the
day was dawning, and fell down at
the door of the man’s house where
her master was, till it was light.

27When her master arose in the
morning, and opened the doors of
the house and went out to go his
way, there was his concubine, fallen
at the door of the house with her
hands on the threshold.

28And he said to her, “Get up and
let us be going.” But ithere was no
answer. So the man lifted her onto
the donkey; and the man got up and
went to his place.

Levite’s concubine dismembered;
anger of the tribes aroused

29When he entered his house he
took a knife, laid hold of his concu-
bine, and jdivided her into twelve
pieces, limb by limb,* and sent her
throughout all the territory of Israel.

30And so it was that all who saw
it said, k“No such deed has been
done or seen from the day that the
children of Israel came up from the
land of Egypt until this day. Consid-
er it, lconfer, and speak up!”

Israel before the LORD at Mizpah;
Benjamin warned

20SO all the children of Israel
came out, from mDan to

nBeersheba, as well as from the land
of Gilead, and the congregation
gathered together as one man be-
fore the LORD at oMizpah.

2And the leaders of all the people,
all the tribes of Israel, presented
themselves in the assembly of the
people of God, four hundred thou-
sand foot soldiers who drew the
sword.

14And they passed by and went
their way; and the sun went down
on them near Gibeah, which be-
longs to Benjamin.

15They turned aside there to go in
to lodge in Gibeah. And when he
went in, he sat down in the open
square of the city, for no one would
take them into his house to aspend
the night.

16Just then an old man came in
from his work in the field at
evening, who also was from the
mountains of Ephraim; he was stay-
ing in Gibeah, whereas the men of
the place were Benjamites.

17And when he raised his eyes,
he saw the traveler in the open
square of the city; and the old man
said, “Where are you going, and
where do you come from?”

18So he said to him, “We are pass-
ing from Bethlehem in Judah to-
ward the remote mountains of
Ephraim; I am from there. I went to
Bethlehem in Judah; now I am go-
ing to the bhouse of the LORD. But
there is no one who will take me
into his house,

19“although we have both straw
and fodder for our donkeys, and
bread and wine for myself, for your
female servant, and for the young
man who is with your servant; there
is no lack of anything.”

20And the old man said, c“Peace
be with you! However, let all your
needs be my responsibility; only do
not spend the night in the open
square.”

21So he brought him into his
house, and gave fodder to the don-
keys. And they washed their feet,
and ate and drank.

22As they were denjoying them-
selves, suddenly certain emen of the
city, fperverted men,* surrounded
the house and beat on the door. They
spoke to the master of the house, the
old man, saying, “Bring out the man
who came to your house, that we
may know him carnally!”

23But the man, the master of the
house, went out to them and said to
them, “No, my brethren! I beg you,
do not act so wickedly! Seeing this
man has come into my house, do
not commit this goutrage.
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3(Now the children of Benjamin
heard that the children of Israel had
gone up to Mizpah.) Then the chil-
dren of Israel said, “Tell us, how did
this wicked deed happen?”

4So the Levite, the husband of the
woman who was murdered, an-
swered and said, “My concubine and
I awent into Gibeah, which belongs
to Benjamin, to spend the night.

5“And the bmen of Gibeah rose
against me, and surrounded the
house at night because of me. They
intended to kill me, but instead they
ravished my concubine so that she
died.

6“So I took hold of my concubine,
ccut her in pieces, and sent her
throughout all the territory of the
inheritance of Israel, because they
committed lewdness and doutrage
in Israel.

7“Look! All of you are children of
Israel; give your advice and counsel
here and now!”

8So all the people arose as one
man, saying, “None of us will go to
his tent, nor will any turn back to
his house;

9“but now this is the thing which
we will do to Gibeah: We will go up
against it by elot.

10“We will take ten men out of
every hundred throughout all the
tribes of Israel, a hundred out of
every thousand, and a thousand out
of every ten thousand, to make fpro-
visions for the people, that when
they come to Gibeah in Benjamin,
they may repay all the vileness that
they have done in Israel.”

11So all the men of Israel were
gathered against the city, united to-
gether as one man.

12Then the tribes of Israel sent
men through all the tribe of Benja-
min, saying, “What is this wicked-
ness that has occurred among you?

13“Now therefore, deliver up the
men, the gperverted men* who are
in Gibeah, that we may put them to
death and remove the evil from Isra-
el!” But the children of Benjamin
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would not listen to the voice of their
brethren, the children of Israel.

14Instead, the children of Benja-
min gathered together from their
cities to Gibeah, to go to battle
against the children of Israel.

15And from their cities at that
time the hchildren of Benjamin
numbered twenty-six thousand men
who drew the sword, besides the
inhabitants of Gibeah, who num-
bered seven hundred select men.

16Among all this people were sev-
en hundred select men who were
ileft-handed; every one could sling a
stone at a hair’s breadth and not
miss.

17Now besides Benjamin, the
men of Israel numbered four hun-
dred thousand men who drew the
sword; all of these were men of war.

Civil war with Benjamin
18Then the children of Israel

arose and went up to the house of
God* to jinquire of God. They said,
“Which of us shall go up first to bat-
tle against the children of Benja-
min?” The LORD said, k“Judah first!”

19So the children of Israel rose in
the morning and encamped against
Gibeah.

20And the men of Israel went out
to battle against Benjamin, and the
men of Israel put themselves in bat-
tle array to fight against them at
Gibeah.

21Then the children of Benjamin
came out of Gibeah, and on that day
cut down to the ground twenty-two
thousand men of the Israelites.

22And the people, that is, the
men of Israel, encouraged them-
selves and again formed the battle
line at the place where they had put
themselves in array on the first day.

23Then the children of Israel
went up and wept before the LORD
until evening, and asked counsel of
the LORD, saying, “Shall I again
draw near for battle against the chil-
dren of my brother Benjamin?” And
the LORD said, “Go up against him.”

24So the children of Israel ap-
proached the children of Benjamin
on the second day.
*20:13 Literally sons of Belial *20:18 Hebrew
Bethel

Gibeah: hill. A city of the tribe of Benjamin, located
north of Jerusalem. The evil of the men of the city
caused a war between the tribe of Benjamin and the
rest of the tribes of Israel.



and the battle was fierce. gBut the
Benjamites* did not know that di-
saster was upon them.

35The LORD defeated Benjamin
before Israel. And the children of Is-
rael destroyed that day htwenty-five
thousand one hundred Benjamites;
all these drew the sword.

36So the children of Benjamin
saw that they were defeated. The
men of iIsrael had given ground to
the Benjamites, because they relied
on the men in ambush whom they
had set against Gibeah.

37And the men in ambush quickly
rushed upon Gibeah; the men in
ambush spread out and struck the
whole city with the edge of the
sword.

38Now the appointed signal be-
tween the men of Israel and the
men in ambush was that they
would make a great cloud of jsmoke
rise up from the city,

39whereupon the men of Israel
would turn in battle. Now Benjamin
had begun to strike and kill about
thirty of the men of Israel. For they
said, “Surely they are defeated be-
fore us, as in the first battle.”

40But when the cloud began to
rise from the city in a column of
smoke, the Benjamites looked be-
hind them, and there was the
whole city going up in smoke to
heaven.

41And when the men of Israel
turned back, the men of Benjamin
panicked, for they saw that disaster
had come upon them.

42Therefore they turned their
backs before the men of Israel in
the direction of the wilderness; but
the battle overtook them, and who-
ever came out of the cities they de-
stroyed in their midst.

43They surrounded the Ben-
jamites, chased them, and easily
trampled them down as far as the
front of Gibeah toward the east.

44And keighteen thousand men of
Benjamin fell; all these were men of
valor.

45Then they* turned and fled to-
ward the wilderness to the rock of
lRimmon; and they cut down five

25And Benjamin went out against
them from Gibeah on the second day,
and cut down to the ground eighteen
thousand more of the children of Is-
rael; all these drew the sword.

26aThen all the children of Israel,
that is, all the people, went up and
came to the house of God* and
bwept. They sat there before the
LORD and fasted that day until
evening; and they offered burnt of-
ferings and peace offerings before
the LORD.

27So the children of Israel in-
quired of the LORD (the ark of the
covenant of God was cthere in those
days,

28and dPhinehas the son of Elea-
zar, the son of Aaron, stood before it
in those days), saying, “Shall I yet
again go out to battle against the
children of my brother Benjamin, or
shall I cease?” And the LORD said,
“Go up, for tomorrow I will deliver
them into your hand.”

29Then Israel set emen in ambush
all around Gibeah.

30And the children of Israel went
up against the children of Benjamin
on the third day, and put them-
selves in battle array against Gibeah
as at the other times.

31So the children of Benjamin
went out against the people, and
were drawn away from the city.
They began to strike down and kill
some of the people, as at the other
times, in the highways ( fone of
which goes up to Bethel and the
other to Gibeah) and in the field,
about thirty men of Israel.

32And the children of Benjamin
said, “They are defeated before us,
as at first.” But the children of Israel
said, “Let us flee and draw them
away from the city to the high-
ways.”

33So all the men of Israel rose
from their place and put themselves
in battle array at Baal Tamar. Then
Israel’s men in ambush burst forth
from their position in the plain of
Geba.

34And ten thousand select men
from all Israel came against Gibeah,
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Benjamin: son of the right hand. The tribe of Israel
named after the youngest son of Jacob and Rachel.



thousand of them on the highways.
Then they pursued them relentless-
ly up to Gidom, and killed two thou-
sand of them.

46So all who fell of Benjamin that
day were twenty-five thousand men
who drew the sword; all these were
men of valor.

47aBut six hundred men turned
and fled toward the wilderness to
the rock of Rimmon, and they
stayed at the rock of Rimmon for
four months.

48And the men of Israel turned
back against the children of Benja-
min, and struck them down with
the edge of the sword—from every
city, men and beasts, all who were
found. They also set fire to ball the
cities they came to.

Mourning for lost tribe

21NOW the men of Israel had
csworn an oath at dMizpah,

saying, “None of us shall give his
daughter to Benjamin as a wife.”

2Then the people came to the
house of God,* and remained there
before God till evening. They lifted
up their voices and ewept bitterly,

3and said, “O LORD God of Israel,
why has this come to pass in Israel,
that today there should be one tribe
missing in Israel?”

4So it was, on the next morning,
that the people rose early and built
an altar there, and offered burnt of-
ferings and peace offerings.

5The children of Israel said,
“Who is there among all the tribes
of Israel who did not come up with
the assembly to the LORD?” For they
had made a great oath concerning
anyone who fhad not come up to
the LORD at Mizpah, saying, “He
shall surely be put to death.”

6And the children of Israel
grieved for Benjamin their brother,
and said, “One tribe is cut off from
Israel today.

7“What shall we do for wives for
those who remain, seeing we have
sworn by the LORD that we will not
give them our daughters as wives?”
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Provision for tribe’s future

8And they said, “What one is
there from the tribes of Israel who
did not come up to Mizpah to the
LORD?” And, in fact, no one had
come to the camp from Jabesh Gile-
ad to the assembly.

9For when the people were
counted, indeed, not one of the in-
habitants of g Jabesh Gilead was
there.

10So the congregation sent out
there twelve thousand of their most
valiant men, and commanded them,
saying, h“Go and strike the inhabi-
tants of Jabesh Gilead with the edge
of the sword, including the women
and children.

11“And this is the thing that you
shall do: iYou shall utterly destroy
every male, and every woman who
has known a man intimately.”

12So they found among the inhab-
itants of Jabesh Gilead four hundred
young virgins who had not known a
man intimately; and they brought
them to the camp at jShiloh, which
is in the land of Canaan.

13Then the whole congregation
sent word to the children of Benja-
min who were at the rock of Rim-
mon, and announced peace to
them.

14So Benjamin came back at that
time, and they gave them the
women whom they had saved alive
of the women of Jabesh Gilead; and
yet they had not found enough for
them.

15And the people grieved for Ben-
jamin, because the LORD had made a
void in the tribes of Israel.

16Then the elders of the congre-
gation said, “What shall we do for
wives for those who remain, since
the women of Benjamin have been
destroyed?”

17And they said, “There must be
an inheritance for the survivors of
Benjamin, that a tribe may not be
destroyed from Israel.

18“However, we cannot give
*21:2 Hebrew Bethel

21:2–3 There is here no mourning for sin, no humbling
because of national transgression, no return to the LORD.
Accordingly no word from the LORD comes to them. They

act wholly in self-will (v. 10). Compare Dan. 9:3–13.
21:6,15 grieved. Literally repented. See Zech. 8:14,

note.



complain, that we will say to them,
‘Be kind to them for our sakes, be-
cause we did not take a wife for any
of them in the war; for it is not as
though you have given the women
to them at this time, making your-
selves fguilty of your oath.’ ”

23And the children of Benjamin
did so; they took enough wives for
their number from those who
danced, whom they caught. Then
they went and returned to their in-
heritance, and they rebuilt the gcit-
ies and dwelt in them.

24So the children of Israel depart-
ed from there at that time, every
man to his tribe and family; they
went out from there, every man to
his inheritance.

25In those days there was no
hking in Israel; everyone did what
was right in his own ieyes.

them wives from our daughters, for
the children of Israel have sworn an
oath, saying, a ‘Cursed be the one
who gives a wife to Benjamin.’ ”

19Then they said, “In fact, there
is a yearly bfeast of the LORD in cShi-
loh, which is north of Bethel, on the
east side of the dhighway that goes
up from Bethel to Shechem, and
south of Lebonah.”

20Therefore they instructed the
children of Benjamin, saying, “Go,
lie in wait in the vineyards,

21“and watch; and just when the
daughters of Shiloh come out to
eperform their dances, then come
out from the vineyards, and every
man catch a wife for himself from
the daughters of Shiloh; then go to
the land of Benjamin.

22“Then it shall be, when their fa-
thers or their brothers come to us to
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21:25 everyone did . . . eyes. The final clause of Judges
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under the judges, for the beautiful story of Ruth is set in this
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Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Unknown Redeeming Relative c. 10th Cent. B.C.

Background
In Ruth the events set forth are contemporary with the first half of Judges. In contrast with that period of strife and blood-
shed is this lovely idyll, renowned in world literature as a masterpiece of narration. The book, however, is more than a
beautiful picture of pastoral life; for behind the story of Ruth’s fidelity there are clear implications of our Lord’s redeem-
ing work. Boaz, the redeeming relative, points to Christ; Ruth portrays those who enter into a new life through trust in
Him.

The Old Testament in the New
It is significant that both Boaz and Ruth are mentioned in the Messianic genealogy (Matthew 1:5). For the story of the
Book of Ruth as a picture of New Testament redemption, see 4:3–5, note.

Outline
The book may be divided according to chapters, as follows:

I. Ruth Deciding 1:1–22
A. Famine in Judah 1:1
B. Sojourn in Moab 1:2–5
C. Return to Judah 1:6–10
D. Ruth’s Loyal Decision 1:11–18
E. Return to Bethlehem 1:19–22

II. Ruth Serving 2:1–23
A. Boaz’s Compliment 2:1–18
B. Ruth’s Disclosure to Naomi 2:19–23

III. Ruth Resting 3:1–18
A. Naomi’s Instructions to Ruth 3:1–4
B. Ruth’s Obedience 3:5–6
C. Boaz’s Charge 3:7–13
D. Ruth’s Return to Naomi 3:14–18

IV. Ruth Rewarded 4:1–22
A. Ruth Requited with Marriage 4:1–15
B. Ruth as an Ancestor of David 4:16–22

THE BOOK OF

R U T H



5Then both Mahlon and Chilion
also died; so the woman survived
her two sons and her husband.

Return to Judah
6Then she arose with her daugh-

ters-in-law that she might return
from the country of Moab, for she
had heard in the country of Moab
that the LORD had evisited His peo-
ple by giving them bread.

7Therefore she went out from the
place where she was, and her two
daughters-in-law with her; and they
went on the way to return to the
land of Judah.

8And Naomi said to her two
daughters-in-law, “Go, return each
to her mother’s house. The LORD
deal kindly with you, as you have
dealt with the dead and with me.

9“The LORD grant that you may
find frest, each in the house of her
husband.” So she kissed them, and
they lifted up their voices and wept.

10And they said to her, “Surely
we will return with you to your peo-
ple.”

Ruth’s loyal decision
11But Naomi said, “Turn back, my

daughters; why will you go with me?
Are there still sons in my womb, that
they may be your ghusbands?

12“Turn back, my daughters, go—
for I am too old to have a husband.
If I should say I have hope, if I
should have a husband tonight and
should also bear sons,

I. Ruth Deciding, 1

Famine in Judah

1NOW it came to pass, in the
days when the a judges ruled,

that there was a b famine in the
land. And a certain man of Bethle-
hem, Judah, went to dwell in the
country of cMoab, he and his wife
and his two sons.

Residing in Moab
2The name of the man was Elim-

elech, the name of his wife was Na-
omi, and the names of his two sons
were Mahlon and Chilion—dEph-
rathites of Bethlehem, Judah. And
they went to the country of Moab
and remained there.

3Then Elimelech, Naomi’s hus-
band, died; and she was left, and
her two sons.

4Now they took wives of the
women of Moab: the name of the
one was Orpah, and the name of
the other Ruth. And they dwelt
there about ten years.
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1:1 Bethlehem. Or Bethlehem Judah, literally house of
bread and praise. Judg. 17:7; 19:1.

1:2 Elimelech. Literally my God is King. Naomi. Liter-
ally pleasant. Mahlon. Literally sick. Chilion. Literally
pining.

1:4 Ruth. Literally friendship.
1:7 out from. Probably about 1100 B.C. Compare Ruth

4:17.

Moab: progeny of a father. The region outside of Isra-
el, located south of the Arnon River and east of the
Dead Sea.

Orpah: hind. The wife of Chilion, son of Naomi and
Elimelech. When her husband died she returned to
her country, Moab.

Naomi: pleasant. The mother-in-law of Ruth, the Mo-
abitess. Also called Mara (Ruth 1:20).
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13“would you wait for them till
they were grown? Would you re-
strain yourselves from having hus-
bands? No, my daughters; for it
grieves me very much for your
sakes that the ahand of the LORD has
gone out against me!”

14Then they lifted up their voices
and wept again; and Orpah kissed
her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung
to her.

15And she said, “Look, your sis-
ter-in-law has gone back to her peo-
ple and to her bgods; return after
your sister-in-law.”

16But Ruth said:

“Entreat me not to leave you,
Or to turn back from following

after you;
For wherever you go, I will go;
And wherever you lodge, I will

lodge;
cYour people shall be my people,
And your God, my God.

17 Where you die, I will die,
And there will I be buried.
The LORD do so to me, and

more also,
If anything but death parts you

and me.”
18When she saw that she was de-

termined to go with her, she
stopped speaking to her.

Back to Bethlehem
19Now the two of them went un-

til they came to Bethlehem. And it
happened, when they had come to
Bethlehem, that all the city was ex-
cited because of them; and the
women said, “Is this Naomi?”

20But she said to them, “Do not
call me Naomi; call me Mara, for
the dAlmighty has dealt very bitterly
with me.

21“I went out full, and the LORD
has brought me home again empty.
Why do you call me Naomi, since

2:1

e Ruth 3:2,12; see
4:5, note

f Ruth 1:2

2:2

g Lev. 19:9-10;
23:22

h v. 15

i Deut. 23:25

j Cp. v. 10

2:4

k Ruth 1:1

l Ps. 129:7-8

1:13

a Judg. 2:15; Ps.
38:2

1:15

b Josh. 24:15

1:16

c Ruth 2:11-12

1:20

d See Gen. 17:1,
note

RUTH 1:13—2:8 377
the LORD has testified against me,
and the Almighty has afflicted me?”

22So Naomi returned, and Ruth
the Moabitess her daughter-in-law
with her, who returned from the
country of Moab. Now they came to
Bethlehem at the beginning of bar-
ley harvest.

II. Ruth Serving, 2

Boaz compliments Ruth’s
unselfish care of Naomi

2THERE was a erelative of Nao-
mi’s husband, a man of great

wealth, of the family of fElimelech.
His name was Boaz.

2So Ruth the Moabitess said to
Naomi, “Please let me go to the
gfield, and hglean iheads of grain af-
ter him in whose sight I may find
j favor.” And she said to her, “Go,
my daughter.”

3Then she left, and went and
gleaned in the field after the reapers.
And she happened to come to the
part of the field belonging to Boaz,
who was of the family of Elimelech.

4Now behold, Boaz came from
kBethlehem, and said to the
reapers, “The LORD be with you!”
And they answered him, “The LORD
bless lyou!”

5Then Boaz said to his servant
who was in charge of the reapers,
“Whose young woman is this?”

6So the servant who was in
charge of the reapers answered and
said, “It is the young Moabite
woman who came back with Naomi
from the country of Moab.

7“And she said, ‘Please let me
glean and gather after the reapers
among the sheaves.’ So she came
and has continued from morning
until now, though she rested a little
in the house.”

8Then Boaz said to Ruth, “You
will listen, my daughter, will you
not? Do not go to glean in another

Ruth: friendship. The woman of Moab who left her
country and returned to Bethlehem with her mother-
in-law Naomi. She was the great-grandmother of
King David and is named in the genealogy of Christ
(Matt. 1:5).

1:20 Mara. Literally bitter.

Bethlehem: of bread. A town in Judah located about
six miles southwest of Jerusalem. The birthplace of
King David and later of Christ.

Boaz: fleetness. The relative who cared for Ruth and
married her. The great-grandfather of King David.



brought out and gave to her what
she had kept back after she had
been satisfied.

19And her mother-in-law said to
her, “Where have you gleaned to-
day? And where did you work?
hBlessed be the one who took no-
tice of you.” So she told her mother-
in-law with whom she had worked,
and said, “The man’s name with
whom I worked today is Boaz.”

20Then Naomi said to her daugh-
ter-in-law, “Blessed be he of the
LORD, who has not forsaken His
kindness to the living and the
dead!” And Naomi said to her, “This
man is a relation of ours, one of our
close irelatives.”

21Ruth the Moabitess said, “He
also said to me, ‘You shall stay close
by my young men until they have
finished all my harvest.’ ”

22And Naomi said to Ruth her
daughter-in-law, “It is good, my
daughter, that you go out with his
young women, and that people do
not meet you in any other field.”

23So she stayed close by the
young women of Boaz, to glean un-
til the jend of barley harvest and
wheat harvest; and she dwelt with
her mother-in-law.

III. Ruth Resting, 3

Ruth’s obedient faith (v. 18)

3THEN Naomi her mother-in-law
said to her, “My daughter, shall I

not seek ksecurity for you, that it
may be well with you?

2“Now Boaz, whose young
women you were with, is he not
our lrelative? In fact, he is winnow-
ing barley tonight at the threshing
floor.

3“Therefore wash yourself and
anoint yourself, put on your best
garment and go down to the thresh-
ing floor; but do not make yourself
known to the man until he has fin-
ished eating and drinking.

4“Then it shall be, when he lies
down, that you shall notice the
place where he lies; and you shall
go in, uncover his feet, and lie

field, nor go from here, but stay
close by my young women.

9“Let your eyes be on the field
which they reap, and go after them.
Have I not commanded the young
men not to touch you? And when
you are thirsty, go to the vessels and
drink from what the young men
have drawn.”

10So she afell on her face, bowed
down to the ground, and said to
him, “Why have I found bfavor in
your eyes, that you should take no-
tice of me, since I am a foreigner?”

11And Boaz answered and said to
her, “It has been fully reported to
me, call that you have done for your
mother-in-law since the death of
your husband, and how you have
left your father and your mother
and the land of your birth, and have
come to a people whom you did not
know before.

12“The LORD repay your work, and
a full dreward be given you by the
LORD God of Israel, under whose
wings you have come efor refuge.”

13Then she said, “Let me find fa-
vor in your sight, my lord; for you
have comforted me, and have spo-
ken kindly to your maidservant,
though I am not like one of your
maidservants.”

14Now Boaz said to her at meal-
time, “Come here, and eat of the
bread, and dip your piece of bread
in the vinegar.” So she sat beside
the reapers, and he passed parched
grain to her; and she ate and was
satisfied, and kept some back.

15And when she rose up to glean,
Boaz commanded his young men,
saying, “Let her glean even among
the sheaves, and do not reproach her.

16“Also let grain from the bundles
fall purposely for her; leave it that
she may glean, and do not rebuke
her.”

17So she gleaned in the field until
evening, and beat out what she had
gleaned, and it was about an fephah
of gbarley.

18Then she took it up and went
into the city, and her mother-in-law
saw what she had gleaned. So she
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2:12 for refuge. Trust is the characteristic OT word for
the NT “faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the OT,

and is the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to take
refuge (Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps. 22:8).



down; and he will tell you what you
should do.”

5And she said to her, “All that
you say to me I will do.”

6So she went down to the thresh-
ing floor and did according to all that
her mother-in-law instructed her.

7And after Boaz had eaten and
drunk, and his heart was acheerful,
he went to lie down at the end of
the heap of grain; and she came soft-
ly, uncovered his feet, and lay down.

8Now it happened at midnight
that the man was startled, and
turned himself; and there, a woman
was lying at his feet.

9And he said, “Who are you?” So
she answered, “I am Ruth, your
maidservant. bTake your maidser-
vant under your wing,* for you are a
close crelative.”

10Then he said, “Blessed are you
of the LORD, my daughter! For you
have shown more kindness at the
end than at the beginning, in that
you did not go after young men,
whether poor or rich.

11“And now, my daughter, do not
fear. I will do for you all that you re-
quest, for all the people of my town
know that you are a dvirtuous
woman.

12“Now it is true that I am a close
erelative; fhowever, there is a rela-
tive closer than I.

13“Stay this night, and in the
morning it shall be that if he will
gperform the duty of a close hrela-
tive for you—good; let him do it.
But if he does not want to perform
the duty for you, then I will perform
the duty for you, as the LORD lives!
Lie down until morning.”

14So she lay at his feet until morn-
ing, and she arose before one could
recognize another. Then he said,
“Do not let it be known that the
woman came to the threshing floor.”

15Also he said, “Bring the shawl
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that is on you and hold it.” And
when she held it, he measured six
ephahs of barley, and laid it on her.
Then she* went into the city.

16When she came to her mother-
in-law, she said, “Is that you, my
daughter?” Then she told her all
that the man had done for her.

17And she said, “These six
ephahs of barley he gave me; for he
said to me, ‘Do not go empty-hand-
ed to your mother-in-law.’ ”

18Then she said, “Sit still, my
daughter, until you know how the
matter will turn out; for the man
will not rest until he has concluded
the matter this day.”

IV. Ruth’s Reward, 4

Ruth requited with marriage

4NOW Boaz went up to the gate
and sat down there; and behold,

the close relative of whom Boaz had
ispoken came by. So Boaz said,
“Come aside, friend,* sit down
here.” So he came aside and sat
down.

2And he took ten men of the el-
ders of the city, and said, “Sit down
here.” So they sat down.

3Then he said to the close rela-
tive, “Naomi, who has come back
from the country of Moab, sold the
piece of land jwhich belonged to
our brother Elimelech.

4“And I thought to inform you,
saying, ‘Buy it back in the presence
of the inhabitants and the elders of
my people. If you will redeem it,
kredeem it; but if you* will not re-
deem it, then tell me, that I may
know; for there is no one but you to
*3:9 Or Spread the corner of your garment over
your maidservant *3:15 Many Hebrew
manuscripts, Syriac, and Vulgate read she ; Masoretic
Text, Septuagint, and Targum read he.
*4:1 Hebrew peloni almoni ; literally so and so
*4:4 Following many Hebrew manuscripts,
Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate; Masoretic
Text reads he.

3:9 This action of Ruth should be interpreted in the light
of the customs of that day. It was clearly a way of letting a
close relative (goel) know that he had not only the right but
also the request to proceed with the legal steps necessary
to the exercise of his responsibility. That Ruth’s conduct
was above reproach is indicated in Boaz’s reception, pro-
tection, and tacit agreement with the general evaluation of
her character (vv. 10–11).

4:3–5 Two OT laws are involved in this story (vv. 3–5).
The law regulating redemption of property (“the piece of
land which belonged to our brother Elimelech,” v. 3) is
given in Lev. 25:25–34. The law concerning a brother’s
duty to raise up seed to the deceased, the levirate law, is
given in Deut. 25:5–10. The word “brother” is capable of
extended interpretation (compare Lev. 25:48–49; Judg.
9:3). The story pictures most beautifully one aspect of our



and may you prosper in gEphrathah
and be famous in hBethlehem.

12“May your house be like the
house of iPerez, whom jTamar bore
to Judah, because of the offspring
which the LORD will give you from
this young woman.”

13So Boaz took Ruth and she be-
came his wife; and when he went
in to her, the kLORD gave her con-
ception, and she bore a son.

14Then the lwomen said to Nao-
mi, “Blessed be the LORD, who has
not left you this day without a close
mrelative; and may his name be fa-
mous in Israel!

15“And may he be to you a restor-
er of life and a nourisher of your old
age; for your daughter-in-law, who
loves you, who is nbetter to you
than seven sons, has borne him.”

16Then Naomi took the child and
laid him on her bosom, and became
a nurse to him.

Ruth’s son to be David’s grandfather
17Also the neighbor owomen gave

him a name, saying, “There is a son
born to Naomi.” And they called his
name Obed. He is the father of Jes-
se, the father of David.

18pNow this is the genealogy of
qPerez: Perez begot Hezron;

19Hezron begot Ram, and Ram be-
got Amminadab;

20Amminadab begot Nahshon,
and Nahshon begot Salmon;

21Salmon begot Boaz, and Boaz
begot Obed;

22Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse be-
got David.

redeem it, and I am next after
you.’ ” And he said, “I will redeem
it.”

5Then Boaz said, “On the day you
buy the field from the hand of Nao-
mi, you must also buy it from Ruth
the Moabitess, the wife of the dead,
a to perpetuate* the name of the
dead through his inheritance.”

6And the close relative said, “I
cannot bredeem it for myself, lest I
ruin my own inheritance. You re-
deem my right of redemption for
yourself, for I ccannot redeem it.”

7Now dthis was the custom in for-
mer times in Israel concerning re-
deeming and exchanging, to con-
firm anything: one man took off his
sandal and gave it to the other, and
this was a confirmation in Israel.

8Therefore the close erelative said
to Boaz, “Buy it for yourself.” So he
took off his sandal.

9And Boaz said to the elders and
all the people, “You are witnesses
this day that I have bought all that
was Elimelech’s, and all that was
Chilion’s and Mahlon’s, from the
hand of Naomi.

10“Moreover, Ruth the Moabitess,
the widow of Mahlon, I have ac-
quired as my wife, to perpetuate the
name of the dead through his inher-
itance, that the name of the dead
may not be cut off from among his
brethren and from his position at
the gate.* You are witnesses this
day.”

11And all the people who were at
the gate, and the elders, said, “We
are witnesses. The LORD make the
woman who is coming to your
house like Rachel and Leah, the
ftwo who built the house of Israel;
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h 1 Sam. 16:4-13;
Mic. 5:2; Matt.
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i Matt. 1:3

j Gen. 38:6-29
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k Gen. 29:31;
33:5; cp. Gen.
30:2

4:14

l Luke 1:58; Rom.
12:15

m Redemption (re-
deeming relative
type): vv. 4-14;
2 Sam. 14:11.
(Gen. 48:16; Is.
59:20, note)
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a Ruth 3:13
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b Redemption (re-
deeming relative
type): vv. 4-14;
Ruth 4:8. (Gen.
48:16; Is. 59:20,
note)

c Job 19:14

4:7

d Deut. 25:7-9

4:8

e Redemption (re-
deeming relative
type): vv. 4-14;
Ruth 4:14. (Gen.
48:16; Is. 59:20,
note)

4:11

f Gen. 29:30
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*4:5 Literally raise up *4:10 Probably his civic
office

redemption. Boaz represents our Lord. Ruth stands for the
believer. On our Lord’s part (Heb. 2:14–15), He paid the
price with His own blood, for He was both able and will-
ing to redeem. See notes at Ex. 6:6; Is. 59:20; Rom. 3:24.

4:17 Obed. Literally worshiped. David. Literally be-
loved.

Perez: breach. One of the twin sons born to Judah by
his daughter-in-law, Tamar. He was an ancestor of
David and Christ.

4:20 Salmon. Hebrew Salmah.
4:22 David. In this book may be seen the majestic ful-

fillment of God’s purpose. Even in the dark days of the
judges He was watching over the line through which
Christ would come into the world. The genealogy in vv.
18–22 discloses that Ruth, the Moabitess, was rewarded
for her devotion and loyalty by becoming the great-grand-
mother of David. The birth of her son was probably not
less than forty nor more than 100 years before the birth of
David.

David: beloved. The youngest son of Jesse. He was a
man after God’s own heart who was the greatest king
of Israel.



Author: Theme: Date of writing: 
Unknown Samuel, Saul, and David 10th Cent. B.C.

Background
First and Second Samuel are counted as one book in the Hebrew Bible. Although 1 Samuel begins with the life of Sam-
uel, it tells more about David than about Samuel. The book records Samuel’s life, Saul’s life, and David’s anointing and
early years.

Samuel, descended from Levi, was a priest and also a prophet. Sometimes he is referred to as initiating the prophetic
order, as in Acts 3:24: “all the prophets, from Samuel and those who follow” (cp. Acts 13:20; Hebrews 11:32). Samuel’s
career forms the bridge connecting the judges with the establishment of the Davidic kingdom.

Outline
First Samuel may be divided as follows:

I. The Youth and Judgeship of Samuel 1:1—8:22
A. Samuel’s Birth 1:1—2:11
B. Eli’s Wicked Sons 2:12–36
C. Call of Samuel 3:1—4:1a
D. Ark Captured by the Philistines 4:1b—5:12
E. Return of the Ark to Israel 6:1–21
F. Revival After Twenty Years 7:1–17

G. Israel’s Demand for a King 8:1–22
II. The Anointing and Rejection of Saul as King of Israel 9:1—15:35

A. God’s Choice of Saul as King 9:1–27
B. Saul’s Anointing as King 10:1–27
C. Saul’s Victory Over the Ammonites 11:1–15
D. Kingship Confirmed to Samuel 12:1–25
E. Saul’s Self-seeking, Cowardice, and Intrusion into the Priest’s Office 13:1–22
F. Victory through Jonathan 13:23—14:23

G. Saul’s Rash Order Overridden 14:24–46
H. Historic and Spiritual Summaries of Saul’s Reign 14:47—15:11
I. Samuel’s Rebuke of Saul 15:12–35

III. The Parallel Lives of Saul and David to the Death of Saul 16:1-—31:13
A. Rejection of Saul and Anointing of David 16:1–23
B. David’s Victory Over Goliath and the Philistines 17:1–58
C. Jonathan’s Covenant with David 18:1–4
D. Saul’s Attempt to Slay David 18:5–16
E. David’s Marriage to Saul’s Daughter 18:17–30
F. David Protected from Saul Three Times 19:1–24
G. Renewal of Jonathan and David’s Covenant 20:1–23
H. Saul’s Anger Toward Jonathan 20:24–42
I. Saul’s Pursuit of David 21:1—30:31
J. Death of Saul and Jonathan 31:1–13

THE FIRST BOOK OF

S A M U E L



nah, although the jLORD had closed
her womb.

6And her rival also provoked her
severely, to make her miserable, be-
cause the LORD had closed her
womb.

7So it was, year by year, when she
went up to the house of the LORD,
that she provoked her; therefore
she wept and did not eat.

8Then Elkanah her husband said
to her, “Hannah, why do you weep?
Why do you not eat? And why is
your heart grieved? Am I not better
to you than ten sons?”

Hannah’s vow
9So Hannah arose after they had

finished eating and drinking in Shi-
loh. Now Eli the priest was sitting
on the seat by the doorpost of the
tabernacle* of the LORD.

10And she was in bitterness of
soul, and prayed to the LORD and
wept in anguish.

11Then she made a kvow and
lsaid, “O LORD of hosts, if You will
indeed look on the affliction of Your

I. The Youth and Judgeship
of Samuel, 1—8

The mother of Samuel

1NOW there was a certain man
of aRamathaim Zophim, of the

bmountains of Ephraim, and his
name was cElkanah the son of Jero-
ham, the son of Elihu,* the son of
Tohu,* the son of Zuph, an Ephraim-
ite.

2And he had d two wives: the
name of one was Hannah, and the
name of the other Peninnah. Penin-
nah had children, but Hannah had
no children.

3This man went up from his city
eyearly to fworship and sacrifice to
the gLORD of hosts in hShiloh. Also
the two sons of Eli, Hophni and
Phinehas, the priests of the LORD,
were there.

4And whenever the time came
for Elkanah to make an offering, he
would give iportions to Peninnah
his wife and to all her sons and
daughters.

5But to Hannah he would give a
double portion, for he loved Han-

1:5

j Cp. Ruth 4:13

1:11

k Num. 30:6-11

l Bible prayers
(OT): v. 11;
1 Sam. 2:1.
(Gen. 15:2;
Hab. 3:1, note)

1:1

a Cp. 1 Sam. 1:19

b Josh. 17:17-18

c 1 Chr. 6:22-28

1:2

d Deut. 21:15-17

1:3

e Ex. 34:23; Judg.
21:19; Luke
2:41

f Deut. 12:5-7

g Deity (names
of): v. 3; Ps.
110:1. (Gen.
1:1; Mal. 3:18,
note)

h Josh. 18:1

1:4

i Deut. 12:17-18

382 1 SAMUEL 1:1–11

*1:1 Spelled Eliel in 1 Chronicles 6:34 * Spelled
Toah in 1 Chronicles 6:34 *1:9 Hebrew heykal,
palace or temple

Hannah: gracious. The wife of Elkanah who was
childless. She earnestly prayed to God in the temple at
Shiloh. God answered her prayer and she gave birth
to Samuel whom she dedicated to God’s service.

Eli: my God. A priest in Shiloh who was also a judge
of Israel.

1:7 she provoked her. Monogamy was ordained by
God from the beginning for the highest happiness of men
and women (Gen. 2:21–24; Matt. 19:3–6; Eph. 5:21–33).
Polygamy, though not expressly forbidden in the OT (Deut.
21:15–17), falls short of God’s ideal in marriage. The OT
significantly shows the unhappiness of much of polyga-
mous family life.

1:3 LORD OF HOSTS

Hebrew Jehovah Sabaoth. For the distinctive meanings of LORD (Jehovah) see Ex. 34:6, note.
Sabaoth means simply hosts, but with special reference to warfare or service. In use the two ideas are united; Jeho-

vah is LORD of (warrior) hosts. It is the name, therefore, of the LORD in manifestation of power. “The LORD of hosts, He
is the King of glory” (Ps. 24:10), and accordingly in the OT this name is revealed in the time of Israel’s need. It is nev-
er found in the Pentateuch, or directly in Joshua or Judges, and occurs but rarely in the Psalms; but Jeremiah, the
prophet of approaching national judgment, uses the name about 80 times; Haggai employs it 14 times; Zechariah calls
upon the LORD of hosts about 50 times; and in Malachi the name occurs about 25 times. 

The meanings and uses of this name may be thus summarized: 
(1) The word “hosts” is related to (a) heavenly bodies (Gen. 2:1; Neh. 9:6; Is. 40:26); (b) angels (Luke 2:13);

(c) saints (Josh. 5:15); and (d) sinners (Judg. 4:2; 2 Sam. 10:16; 2 Kin. 5:1). As LORD of hosts, God is able to marshal all
these hosts to fulfill His purposes and to help His people (Gen. 32:1–2; Judg. 5:20; 1 Sam. 11:8–11; 1 Kin. 22:19;
2 Kin. 6:16–17; Is. 10:16; 14:24–27; Jer. 27:6–8; 43:10–13; Acts 4:27–28). No wonder the Psalmist derives such con-
fidence from this name (Ps. 46:7,11).

And (2), this is the distinctive name of Deity for Israel’s help and comfort in the time of her division and failure
(1 Kin. 18:15; 19:14; Is. 1:9; 8:11–14; 9:13–19; 10:24–27; 31:4–5; Hag. 2:4; Mal. 3:16–17; James 5:4). For other
names of Deity see notes on Gen. 1:1; 14:18; 15:2; 17:1; 21:33; Ex. 34:6; Mal. 3:18.



maidservant and remember me, and
not forget Your maidservant, but
will give Your maidservant a male
child, then I will give him to the
LORD all the days of his life, and no
arazor shall come upon his head.”

12And it happened, as she contin-
ued praying before the LORD, that
Eli watched her mouth.

13Now Hannah spoke in her
bheart; only her lips moved, but her
voice was not heard. Therefore Eli
thought she was drunk.

14So Eli said to her, “How long
will you be cdrunk? Put your wine
away from you!”

15But Hannah answered and said,
“No, my lord, I am a woman of sor-
rowful spirit. I have drunk neither
wine nor intoxicating drink, but have
dpoured out my soul before the LORD.

16“Do not consider your maidser-
vant a wicked woman,* for out of
the abundance of my complaint and
grief I have spoken until now.”

17Then Eli answered and said,
“Go in peace, and the God of Israel
grant your petition which you have
asked of Him.”

18And she said, “Let your maid-
servant find favor in your sight.” So
the woman went her way and ate,
and her eface was no longer sad.

Prayer answered; Samuel born
19Then they rose early in the

morning and worshiped before the
LORD, and returned and came to
their house at Ramah. And Elkanah
knew Hannah his wife, and the
LORD fremembered her.

20So it came to pass in the process
of time that Hannah conceived and
bore a son, and called his name Sam-
uel,* saying, “Because I have asked
for him from the LORD.”

21Now the man Elkanah and all
his house gwent up to offer to the
LORD the yearly sacrifice and his vow.

22But Hannah did not go up, for
she said to her husband, “Not until
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45
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e Prov. 15:13; cp.
Rom. 15:13
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the child is weaned; then I will take
him, that he may appear before the
LORD and remain there forever.”

23So Elkanah her hhusband said
to her, “Do what seems best to you;
wait until you have weaned him.
Only let the LORD establish His*

word.” Then the woman stayed and
nursed her son until she had
weaned him.

Samuel brought to Eli
24Now when she had weaned

him, she took him up with her, iwith
three bulls,* one jephah of flour, and
a skin of wine, and brought him to
the house of the LORD in Shiloh. And
the child was young.

25Then they slaughtered a bull,
and brought the child to Eli.

26And she said, “O my lord! As
your soul lives, my lord, I am the
woman who stood by you here,
praying to the LORD.

27“For this child I prayed, and the
LORD has granted me my petition
which I asked of Him.

28“Therefore I also have lent him
to the LORD; as long as he lives he
shall be lent to the LORD.” So they
worshiped the LORD there.

Hannah’s prophetic prayer

2 kAND Hannah lprayed and said:

“My heart mrejoices in the LORD;
My horn is exalted in the LORD.
I smile at my enemies,
Because I rejoice in Your

salvation.
2“Non one is holy like the LORD,

For there is none besides You,
Nor is there any orock like our

God.
3“Talk no more so very proudly;

*1:16 Literally daughter of Belial
*1:20 Literally Heard by God *1:23 Following
Masoretic Text, Targum, and Vulgate; Dead Sea
Scrolls, Septuagint, and Syriac read your.
*1:24 Dead Sea Scrolls, Septuagint, and Syriac read
a three-year-old bull.

1:20 bore a son. Probably 1100 B.C.

Shiloh: rest/Messiah. A city north of Jerusalem and
west of the Jordan river that was a religious center of
Israel during the time of the judges.

2:1 said. Compare Mary’s song, the Magnificat (Luke

1:46–55), where Mary echoes the words of Hannah. horn.
The words “horn” and “horns” (OT, qeren; NT keras) are
used in Scripture both literally and figuratively. In the latter
sense at least three meanings appear: (1) strength in gener-
al (Deut. 33:17); (2) arrogant pride (Ps. 75:4–5); and (3) po-
litical and military power (Dan. 8:20–21).



10 The adversaries of the LORD
shall be broken in pieces;

From heaven He will thunder
against them.

The LORD will j judge the ends
of the earth.

“He k will give lstrength to His
king,

And mexalt the nhorn of His
anointed.”

11Then Elkanah went to his house
at Ramah. But the child ministered
to the LORD before Eli the priest.

The evil sons of Eli
12Now the sons of Eli were ocor-

rupt;* they did not know the LORD.
13And the priests’ custom with

the people was that when any man
offered a sacrifice, the priest’s ser-
vant would come with a three-
pronged fleshhook in his hand
while the meat was boiling.

14Then he would thrust it into
the pan, or kettle, or caldron, or
pot; and the priest would take for
phimself all that the fleshhook
brought up. So they did in qShiloh
to all the Israelites who came there.

15Also, before they burned the
rfat, the priest’s servant would come
and say to the man who sacrificed,
“Give meat for roasting to the
priest, for he will not take boiled
meat from you, but raw.”

16And if the man said to him,
“They should really burn the fat
first; then you may take as much as
your heart desires,” he would then
answer him, “No, but you must give

Let no arrogance come from
your mouth,

For the LORD is the God of
aknowledge;

And by Him actions are weighed.
4“The bows of the mighty men

are broken,
And those who stumbled are

girded with strength.
5 Those who were full have hired

themselves out for bread,
And the hungry have ceased to

hunger.
Even the bbarren has borne

seven,
And she who has many children

has become feeble.
6“The LORD ckills and makes alive;

He brings down to the dgrave
and brings up.

7 The LORD makes poor and
makes rich;

He brings low and lifts up.
8 He raises the poor from the

dust
And elifts the beggar from the

fash heap,
To set them among princes
And make them inherit the

gthrone of glory.

“For the pillars of the earth are
the LORD’S,

And He has set the world upon
them.

9 He will hguard the feet of His
saints,

But the iwicked shall be silent
in darkness.

“For by strength no man shall
prevail.

2:10

j Ps. 96:13; Matt.
25:31-32

k Matt. 28:18

l Ps. 21:1,7

m Ps. 89:24

n See Deut.
33:17, note

2:12

o Cp. Jer. 2:8
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2:5

b Ps. 113:9

2:6

c Deut. 32:39;
2 Kin. 5:7; Ps.
116:3

d See Hab. 2:5,
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*2:12 Literally sons of Belial

2:10 His anointed. A prophecy of Christ as King; compare Ps. 2:1–9.

2:1 THE MAGNIFICATS OF THE BIBLE

The prayer of Hannah and the song of Mary in the New Testament are sometimes both referred to as magnificats. Note
their similarities.

Hannah’s Prayer (1 Samuel 2:1–10) Mary’s Song (Luke 1:46–54)
1. “My heart rejoices in the LORD” (v. 1) 1. “My spirit has rejoiced in God” (v. 47)
2. “I smile at my enemies” (v. 1) 2. “All generations will call me blessed” (v. 48)
3. “No one is holy like the LORD” (v. 2) 3.” Holy is his name” (v. 49)
4.” The bows of the mighty men are broken” (v. 4) 4. “He has put down the mighty” (v. 52)
5. “The hungry have ceased to hunger” (v. 5) 5. “He has filled the hungry with good things” (v. 53)
6. “Guard the feet of His saints” (v. 9) 6. “He has helped His servant Israel” (v. 54)



it now; and if not, I will take it by
force.”

17Therefore the sin of the young
men was very great before the
LORD, for men aabhorred the offer-
ing of the LORD.

The child Samuel before the LORD

18But Samuel ministered before
the LORD, even as a child, wearing a
linen ephod.

19Moreover his mother used to
make him a little brobe, and bring it
to him year by year when she came
up with her husband to offer the
yearly sacrifice.

20And Eli would cbless Elkanah
and his wife, and say, “The LORD
give you descendants from this
woman for the dloan that was given
to the LORD.” Then they would go to
their own home.

21And the LORD visited Hannah,
so that she conceived and bore
three sons and two daughters.
Meanwhile the child Samuel egrew
before the LORD.

Eli rebukes his sons
22Now Eli was very old; and he

heard everything his sons did to all
Israel,* and how they lay with the
women who fassembled at the door
of the tabernacle of meeting.

23So he said to them, “Why do you
do such things? For I hear of your
evil dealings from all the people.

24“No, my sons! For it is not a
good greport that I hear. You make
the LORD’S people transgress.

25“If one man sins against anoth-
er, God will h judge him. But if a
man sins against the iLORD, who
will intercede for him?” Neverthe-
less they did not heed the voice of
their father, because the LORD de-
sired to kill them.

26And the child Samuel grew in
stature, and in favor both with the
LORD and jmen.

God warns of judgment upon Eli’s sons
27Then a kman of God came to Eli

and said to him, “Thus says the
LORD: ‘Did I not clearly reveal My-
self to the lhouse of your father
when they were in Egypt in Phar-
aoh’s house?
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28‘Did I not mchoose him out of

all the tribes of Israel to be My
priest, to offer upon My altar, to
burn incense, and to wear an ephod
before Me? And did I not give to the
house of your father all the offerings
of the children of Israel made by
fire?

29‘Why do you kick at My sacrifice
and My offering which I have com-
manded in My ndwelling place, and
honor your sons more than oMe, to
make yourselves fat with the best of
all the offerings of Israel My people?’

30“Therefore the LORD God of Is-
rael says: ‘I psaid indeed that your
house and the house of your father
would walk before Me forever.’
qBut now the LORD says: ‘Far be it
from Me; for those who honor Me I
will honor, and those who despise
Me shall be lightly esteemed.

31 r ‘Behold, the days are coming
that I will cut off your arm and the
arm of your father’s house, so that
there will not be an old man in your
house.

32‘And you will see an enemy in
My dwelling place, despite all the
good which God does for Israel.
And there shall not be an old man
in your house forever.

33‘But any of your men whom I
do not cut off from My altar shall
consume your eyes and grieve your
heart. And all the descendants of
your house shall die in the flower of
their age.

34‘Now this shall be a ssign to you
that will come upon your two sons,
on Hophni and Phinehas: in one day
they shall tdie, both of them.

35‘Then I will uraise up for Myself
a faithful priest who shall do accord-
ing to what is in My heart and in
My mind. I will build him a sure
house, and he shall walk vbefore My
anointed forever.

36‘And it shall come to pass that
everyone who is left in your house
will come and bow down to him for
a piece of silver and a morsel of
bread, and say, “Please, put me in
one of the priestly positions, that I
may eat a piece of bread.” ’ ”
*2:22 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and
Vulgate; Dead Sea Scrolls and Septuagint omit the
rest of this verse.



concerning his house, from begin-
ning to end.

13“For I have told him that I will
judge his house forever for the iniq-
uity which he jknows, because his
ksons made themselves vile, and he
ldid not restrain them.

14“And therefore I have sworn to
the house of Eli that the iniquity of
Eli’s house shall mnot be atoned for
by sacrifice or offering forever.”

15So Samuel lay down until morn-
ing,* and opened the ndoors of the
house of the LORD. And Samuel was
afraid to tell Eli the vision.

16Then Eli called Samuel and
said, “Samuel, my son!” He an-
swered, “Here I am.”

17And he said, “What is the word
that the LORD spoke to you? Please
do not hide it from me. God do so to
you, and more also, if you hide any-
thing from me of all the things that
He said to you.”

18Then Samuel told him every-
thing, and hid nothing from him.
And he said, “It is the oLORD. Let
Him do what seems good to Him.”

The LORD is with Samuel
19So Samuel pgrew, and the LORD

was with him and let none of his
words fall to the qground.

20And all Israel rfrom Dan to Beer-
sheba knew that Samuel had been
established as a prophet of the LORD.

21Then the LORD appeared again
in Shiloh. For the LORD revealed
Himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the
word of the LORD.

Philistines capture ark of God;
Eli’s two sons die

4AND the word of Samuel came
to all Israel.*

Now Israel went out to battle
against the Philistines, and en-
camped beside sEbenezer; and the
Philistines encamped in Aphek.

2Then the tPhilistines put them-

God rebukes Eli; Samuel is called

3NOW the boy Samuel aminis-
tered to the LORD before Eli.

And the word of the LORD was brare
in those days; there was no wide-
spread revelation.

2And it came to pass at that time,
while Eli was lying down in his place,
and when his eyes had begun to
grow so cdim that he could not see,

3and before the d lamp of God
went out in the tabernacle* of the
LORD where the ark of God was, and
while Samuel was lying down,

4that the LORD called Samuel. And
he answered, “Here eI am!”

5So he ran to Eli and said, “Here I
am, for you called me.” And he said,
“I did not call; lie down again.” And
he went and lay down.

6Then the LORD called yet again,
“Samuel!” So Samuel arose and went
to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you
called me.” He answered, “I did not
call, my son; lie down again.”

7(Now Samuel did not yet know
the fLORD, nor was the word of the
LORD yet revealed to him.)

8And the LORD called Samuel again
the third time. So he arose and went
to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you
did call me.” Then Eli perceived that
the LORD had called the boy.

9Therefore Eli said to Samuel,
“Go, lie down; and it shall be, if He
calls you, that you must say,
g ‘Speak, LORD, for Your servant
hears.’ ” So Samuel went and lay
down in his place.

10Now the LORD came and stood
and called as at other times, “Sam-
uel! Samuel!” And Samuel answered,
“Speak, for Your servant hears.”

Samuel becomes a prophet-priest
11Then the LORD said to Samuel:

“Behold, I will do something in Isra-
el at which both ears of everyone
who hears it will htingle.

12“In that day I will perform
against Eli all that I have ispoken
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*3:3 Hebrew heykal, palace or temple
*3:15 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and
Vulgate; Septuagint adds and he arose in the
morning. *4:1 Following Masoretic Text and
Targum; Septuagint and Vulgate add And it came to
pass in those days that the Philistines gathered
themselves together to fight; Septuagint adds further
against Israel.

4:1 The first sentence relates to 1 Sam. 3:21.

Samuel: name of God/heard of God. Son of Elkanah
and Hannah who grew up in the service of the Lord at
Shiloh. As a leader and judge of Israel he anointed
Saul as the first king of Israel.



selves in battle array against Israel.
And when they joined battle, Israel
was defeated by the Philistines,
who killed about four thousand men
of the army in the field.

3And when the people had come
into the camp, the elders of Israel
said, a“Why has the LORD defeated
us today before the Philistines? bLet
us bring the ark of the covenant of
the LORD from Shiloh to us, that
when it comes among us it may save
us from the hand of our enemies.”

4So the people sent to Shiloh, that
they might bring from there the ark
of the covenant of the LORD of hosts,
who cdwells between the cherubim.
And the dtwo sons of Eli, Hophni
and Phinehas, were there with the
ark of the covenant of God.

5And when the ark of the cov-
enant of the LORD came into the
camp, all Israel shouted so loudly
that the earth shook.

6Now when the Philistines heard
the noise of the shout, they said,
“What does the sound of this great
shout in the camp of the Hebrews
mean?” Then they understood that
the ark of the LORD had come into
the camp.

7So the Philistines were afraid,
for they said, “God has come into
the camp!” And they said, e“Woe to
us! For such a thing has never hap-
pened before.

8“Woe to us! Who will deliver us
from the hand of these mighty gods?
These are the gods who struck the
Egyptians with all the plagues in the
wilderness.

9“Be strong and conduct your-
selves like men, you Philistines,
that you do not become servants of
the Hebrews, as they have been to
fyou. Conduct yourselves like gmen,
and fight!”

10So the Philistines fought, and Is-
rael was defeated, and every man
fled to his htent. There was a very
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great slaughter, and there fell of Is-
rael thirty thousand foot soldiers.

11Also the ark of God was icap-
tured; and the two sons of Eli,
Hophni and Phinehas, jdied.

Eli dies; God’s glory departs from Israel
12Then a man of Benjamin ran

from the battle line the same day,
and came to Shiloh with his clothes
torn and dirt on his head.

13Now when he came, there was
Eli, ksitting on a seat by the wayside
watching,* for his heart trembled
for the ark of God. And when the
man came into the city and told it,
all the city cried out.

14When Eli heard the noise of the
outcry, he said, “What does the
sound of this tumult mean?” And
the man came quickly and told Eli.
*4:13 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate;
Septuagint reads beside the gate watching the road.

Hophni: fighter. Son of Eli. A priest who was killed by
the Philistines when the ark of the covenant was cap-
tured.

Phinehas: serpent’s mouth. Son of Eli. A priest who
was killed by the Philistines when the ark of the cov-
enant was captured.

3:13 HIGH PRIESTS OF ISRAEL

High priests were in charge of worship in Israel. Al-
though Eli is not specifically called a “high priest,” he
was in charge of the Shiloh sanctuary.

Responsibilities of the High Priest
1. He was a spokesperson for the people to God and

God to the people.
2. He was anointed.
3. He possessed authority over lay officials.
4. He wore an ephod (breastplate) containing 12 pre-

cious stones that represented the 12 tribes. The
ephod also contained the Urim and Thummin that
enabled the priest to receive specific guidance from
God on matters not addressed in the Law.

5. He wore a turban on his head.
6. Only he could enter the Holy of Holies on the Day

of Atonement to offer the sacrifice for atonement.

Some of those who served
1. Aaron (first high priest) Exodus 28:1–3
2. Eleazar Leviticus 10; Number 3:32
3. Eli 1 Samuel 1:9
4. Abiathar 1 Samuel 22
5. Zadok 2 Samuel 8:17
6. Jehoiada 2 Kings 11:9ff
7. Urijah 2 Kings 16:10
8. Hilkiah 2 Kings 22:8; 

2 Chronicles 34:9
9. Seraiah 2 Kings 25:18

10. Amariah 2 Chronicles 19:11
11. Eliashib Nehemiah 3:1
12. Joshua Haggai 1:1; Ezra 2:2
13. Caiaphas Matthew 26:57



arose early in the morning, there
was Dagon, fallen on its face to the
earth before the ark of the LORD. So
they took Dagon and fset it in its
place again.

4And when they arose early the
next morning, there was Dagon, fall-
en on its face to the ground before
the ark of the LORD. The head of Da-
gon and both the palms of its hands
were broken off on the threshold;
only Dagon’s torso* was left of it.

5Therefore neither the priests of
Dagon nor any who come into Da-
gon’s house tread on the threshold
of Dagon in Ashdod to this day.

6But the ghand of the LORD was
heavy on the people of Ashdod, and
He ravaged them and hstruck them
with itumors,* both Ashdod and its
territory.

7And when the men of Ashdod
saw how it was, they said, “The ark
of the jGod of Israel must not re-
main with us, for His hand is harsh
toward us and Dagon our god.”

8Therefore they sent and gath-
ered to themselves all the klords of
the Philistines, and said, “What
shall we do with the ark of the God
of Israel?” And they answered, “Let
the ark of the God of Israel be car-
ried away to lGath.” So they carried
the ark of the God of Israel away.

9So it was, after they had carried it
away, that the mhand of the LORD
was against the city with a very great
destruction; and He struck the men
of the city, both small and great, and
tumors broke out on them.

10Therefore they sent the ark of
God to Ekron. So it was, as the ark of
God came to Ekron, that the Ekron-
ites cried out, saying, “They have
brought the ark of the God of Israel
to us, to kill us and our people!”

11So they sent and gathered to-
gether all the lords of the Philis-

15Eli was ninety-eight years old,
and his eyes were so adim that he
could not see.

16Then the man said to Eli, “I am
he who came from the battle. And I
fled today from the battle line.” And
he said, “What happened, my son?”

17So the messenger answered and
said, “Israel has fled before the Phi-
listines, and there has been a great
slaughter among the people. Also
your two sons, Hophni and Phine-
has, are dead; and the ark of God
has been captured.”

18Then it happened, when he
made mention of the ark of God,
that Eli fell off the seat backward by
the side of the gate; and his neck
was broken and he died, for the
man was old and heavy. And he had
judged Israel forty years.

19Now his daughter-in-law, Phine-
has’ wife, was with child, due to be
delivered; and when she heard the
news that the ark of God was cap-
tured, and that her father-in-law and
her husband were dead, she bowed
herself and gave birth, for her labor
pains came upon her.

20And about the time of her death
the women who stood by her said
to her, b“Do not fear, for you have
borne a son.” But she did not an-
swer, nor did she regard it.

21Then she named the child cIch-
abod,* saying, “The glory has de-
parted from Israel!” because the ark
of God had been captured and be-
cause of her father-in-law and her
husband.

22And she said, “The glory has
departed from Israel, for the ark of
God has been captured.”

God provoked with Philistines
because of the ark

5THEN the Philistines took the
ark of God and brought it from

dEbenezer to Ashdod.
2When the Philistines took the

ark of God, they brought it into the
house of Dagon* and set it by eDa-
gon.

3And when the people of Ashdod
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*4:21 Literally Inglorious *5:2 A Philistine idol
*5:4 Following Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and
Vulgate; Masoretic Text reads Dagon.
*5:6 Probably bubonic plague. Septuagint and
Vulgate add here And in the midst of their land rats
sprang up, and there was a great death panic in the
city.

Philistines: wanderers. Neighbors and enemies of Is-
rael who lived in the southern part of Palestine along
the coast of the Mediterranean Sea.

5:1 Ashdod. Or Azotus, Acts 8:40.

Dagon: fish. The primary god of the Philistines.



tines, and said, “Send away the ark
of the God of Israel, and let it go
back to its own place, so that it does
not kill us and our people.” For
there was a deadly destruction
throughout all the city; the ahand of
God was very heavy there.

12And the men who did not die
were stricken with the tumors, and
the bcry of the city went up to heav-
en.

Ark returned to Israel

6NOW the ark of the LORD was in
the country of the Philistines

seven months.
2And the Philistines called for the

priests and the cdiviners, saying,
“What shall we do with the ark of
the LORD? Tell us how we should
send it to its place.”

3So they said, “If you send away
the ark of the God of Israel, do not
send it dempty; but by all means re-
turn it to Him with a etrespass offer-
ing. fThen you will be healed, and it
will be known to you why His hand
is not removed from you.”

4Then they said, “What is the
trespass offering which we shall re-
turn to Him?” They answered,
g“Five golden tumors and five gold-
en rats, according to the number of
the lords of the Philistines. For the
same plague was on all of you and
on your lords.

5“Therefore you shall make im-
ages of your tumors and images of
your rats that ravage the land, and
you shall give hglory to the God of
Israel; perhaps He will ilighten His
hand from you, from your gods, and
from your land.

6“Why then do you harden your
hearts as the Egyptians and Pharaoh
jhardened their hearts? When He
did mighty things among them, did
they not let the people kgo, that
they might depart?

7“Now therefore, make a new
lcart, take two milk cows which
have never been yoked, and hitch
the cows to the cart; and take their
calves home, away from them.

8“Then take the ark of the LORD
and set it on the cart; and put the
articles of gold which you are re-
turning to Him as a trespass offering
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in a chest by its side. Then send it
away, and let it go.

9“And watch: if it goes up the road
to its own territory, to Beth She-
mesh, then He has done us this great
evil. But if not, then we shall know
that it is not His hand that struck
us—it happened to us by chance.”

10Then the men did so; they took
two milk cows and hitched them to
the cart, and shut up their calves at
home.

11And they set the ark of the LORD
on the cart, and the chest with the
gold rats and the images of their tu-
mors.

12Then the cows headed straight
for the road to Beth Shemesh, and
went along the mhighway, lowing as
they went, and did not turn aside to
the right hand or the left. And the
lords of the Philistines went after
them to the border of Beth Shemesh.

13Now the people of Beth She-
mesh were reaping their nwheat
harvest in the valley; and they lifted
their eyes and saw the ark, and re-
joiced to see it.

14Then the cart came into the
field of Joshua of Beth Shemesh,
and stood there; a large stone was
there. So they split the wood of the
cart and offered the cows as a burnt
offering to the LORD.

15The Levites took down the ark of
the LORD and the chest that was with
it, in which were the articles of gold,
and put them on the large stone.
Then the men of Beth Shemesh of-
fered burnt offerings and made sacri-
fices the same day to the LORD.

16So when the five lords of the
Philistines had seen it, they re-
turned to Ekron the same day.

17These are the golden tumors
which the Philistines returned as a
trespass offering to the LORD: one for
Ashdod, one for Gaza, one for Ash-
kelon, one for oGath, one for Ekron;

18and the golden rats, according
to the number of all the cities of the
Philistines belonging to the five
lords, both fortified cities and coun-
try villages, even as far as the large
stone of Abel on which they set the
ark of the LORD, which stone re-
mains to this day in the field of Josh-
ua of Beth Shemesh.



of the Philistines went up against Is-
rael. And when the children of Isra-
el heard of it, they were afraid of
the Philistines.

8So the children of Israel said to
Samuel, s“Do not cease to cry out
to the LORD our God for us, that He
may save us from the hand of the
Philistines.”

Israelites victorious at Ebenezer
9And Samuel took a tsuckling

lamb and offered it as a whole burnt
offering to the LORD. Then Samuel
cried out to the LORD for Israel, and
the LORD uanswered him.

10Now as Samuel was offering up
the burnt offering, the Philistines
drew near to battle against Israel.
But the LORD thundered with a loud
vthunder upon the Philistines that
day, and so wconfused them that
they were overcome before Israel.

11And the men of Israel went out
of Mizpah and pursued the Philis-
tines, and drove them back as far as
below Beth Car.

12Then Samuel took a xstone and
set it up between Mizpah and Shen,
and called its name Ebenezer, say-
ing, “Thus far the LORD has helped
us.”

13So the Philistines were sub-
dued, and they did not come any-
more into the territory of Israel. And
the hand of the LORD was against the
Philistines all the days of Samuel.

14Then the cities which the Phi-
listines had taken from Israel were
restored to Israel, from Ekron to
Gath; and Israel recovered its terri-
tory from the hands of the Philis-
tines. Also there was peace be-
tween Israel and the Amorites.

Summary of Samuel’s ministry
15And Samuel judged Israel all the

days of his life.
16He went from year to year on a

circuit to Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpah,
and judged Israel in all those places.

19Then He struck the men of Beth
Shemesh, abecause they had looked
into the ark of the LORD. He bstruck
fifty thousand and seventy men* of
the people, and the people lament-
ed because the LORD had struck the
people with a great slaughter.

20And the men of Beth Shemesh
said, c“Who is able to stand before
this holy LORD God? And dto whom
shall it go up from us?”

21So they sent messengers to the
inhabitants of eKirjath Jearim, say-
ing, “The Philistines have brought
back the ark of the LORD; come
down and take it up with you.”

Twenty years waiting; revival begins

7THEN the men of Kirjath Jearim
came and took the ark of the

LORD, and brought it into the house
of fAbinadab on the hill, and gcon-
secrated Eleazar his son to keep the
ark of the LORD.

2So it was that the ark remained in
Kirjath Jearim a long time; it was
there twenty years. And all the house
of Israel hlamented after the LORD.

3Then Samuel spoke to all the
house of Israel, saying, “If you ire-
turn to the LORD with all your
hearts, then put away the jforeign
gods and the kAshtoreths from
among you, and lprepare your
hearts for the LORD, and serve Him
monly; and He will deliver you from
the hand of the Philistines.”

4So the children of Israel nput
away the Baals and the Ashtoreths,
and served the LORD only.

5And Samuel said, “Gather all Is-
rael to oMizpah, and pI will pray to
the LORD for you.”

6So they gathered together at
Mizpah, drew water, and poured it
out before the LORD. And they qfast-
ed that day, and said there, “We
have rsinned against the LORD.” And
Samuel judged the children of Israel
at Mizpah.

7Now when the Philistines heard
that the children of Israel had gath-
ered together at Mizpah, the lords
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17But he always returned to Ra-
mah, for his home was there. There
he judged Israel, and there he built
an altar to the LORD.

Israel demands a king

8NOW it acame to pass when
Samuel was bold that he made

his sons cd judges over Israel.
2The name of his firstborn was

Joel, and the name of his second,
Abijah; they were judges in Beer-
sheba.

3But his sons did not walk in his
ways; they turned aside after dis-
honest gain, took ebribes, and per-
verted f justice.

4Then all the elders of Israel gath-
ered together and came to Samuel
at Ramah,

5and said to him, “Look, you are
old, and your sons do not walk in
your ways. Now gmake us a king to
judge us like all the nations.”

God protests Israel’s demand
6But the thing hdispleased Samuel

when they said, “Give us a king to
judge us.” So Samuel iprayed to the
LORD.

7And the LORD said to Samuel,
“Heed the voice of the people in all
that they say to you; jfor they have
not rejected you, but they have kre-
jected Me, that I should not reign
over them.

8“According to all the works
which they have done since the day
that I brought them up out of Egypt,
even to this day—with which they
have forsaken Me and served other
gods—so they are doing to you also.

9“Now therefore, heed their
voice. However, you shall solemnly
lforewarn them, and show them the
behavior of the king who will reign
over them.”

Samuel warns about a king
10So Samuel told all the words of

the LORD to the people who asked
him for a king.

11And he said, “This will be the
mbehavior of the king who will
reign over you: He will take your
nsons and appoint them for his own
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ochariots and to be his horsemen,
and some will run before his chari-
ots.

12“He will pappoint captains over
his thousands and captains over his
fifties, will set some to plow his
ground and reap his harvest, and
some to make his weapons of war
and equipment for his chariots.

13“He will take your daughters to
be perfumers, cooks, and bakers.

14“And he will take the best of
your q fields, your vineyards, and
your olive groves, and give them to
his servants.

15“He will take a tenth of your
grain and your vintage, and give it
to his officers and servants.

16“And he will take your male
servants, your female servants, your
finest young men,* and your don-
keys, and put them to his work.

17“He will take a tenth of your
sheep. And you will be his servants.

18“And you will cry out in that day
because of your king whom you have
*8:16 Septuagint reads cattle.

8:2 Joel. Or Vashni, 1 Chr. 6:28.
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Israel. From his shoulders upward he
ewas taller than any of the people.

3Now the donkeys of Kish, Saul’s
father, were lost. And Kish said to
his son Saul, “Please take one of the
servants with you, and arise, go and
look for the donkeys.”

4So he passed through the moun-
tains of Ephraim and through the
land of fShalisha, but they did not
find them. Then they passed
through the land of Shaalim, and
they were not there. Then he passed
through the land of the Benjamites,
but they did not find them.

5When they had come to the land
of gZuph, Saul said to his servant
who was with him, “Come, let hus
return, lest my father cease caring
about the donkeys and become wor-
ried about us.”

6And he said to him, “Look now,
there is in this city a iman of God,
and he is an honorable man; all that
he says surely comes to jpass. So let
us go there; perhaps he can show us
the way that we should go.”

7Then Saul said to his servant,
“But look, if we go, what shall we
kbring the man? For the bread in
our vessels is all gone, and there is
no present to bring to the man of
God. What do we have?”

chosen for yourselves, and the LORD
will anot bhear you in that day.”

God agrees to a king
19Nevertheless the people refused

to obey the voice of Samuel; and
they said, “No, but we will have a
king over us,

20that we also may be like all the
nations, and that our king may
judge us and go out before us and
fight our battles.”

21And Samuel heard all the words
of the people, and he repeated them
in the hearing of the LORD.

22So the LORD said to Samuel,
“Heed their voice, and make them a
cking.” And Samuel said to the men
of Israel, “Every man go to his city.”

II. The Anointing and Rejection
of Saul as King of Israel, 9—15

God chooses Saul as king

9THERE was a man of Benjamin
whose name was dKish the son

of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of
Bechorath, the son of Aphiah, a
Benjamite, a mighty man of power.

2And he had a choice and hand-
some son whose name was Saul.
There was not a more handsome per-
son than he among the children of
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8:5 ISRAEL DEMANDS A KING

The demand of Israel, as recorded in this chapter (vv. 5,19–20), did not mean the end of the theocratic kingdom. Al-
though it implied a rejection of God (v. 7), the people’s demand was granted only in part. They were given a king, but
certainly not “like all the nations.” God is always sovereign over the nations in providential control (Acts 17:26), but
in this instance He reserved for Himself the right to choose the king by direct control (9:17; Hos. 13:11), and the king
was made personally responsible to God for his actions (13:13–14), thus clearly indicating an unbroken continuance
of the LORD’s particular sovereignty over the nation.

The theocratic kingdom established at Sinai over the nation of Israel, through which God purposed to bless all oth-
er nations (Ex. 19:5–6), was a rule of God administered mediatorially, that is, through divinely chosen persons who
spoke and acted for God in governing functions, and who were directly responsible to God for what they did. These
mediatorial rulers could be great leaders like Moses and Joshua, military judges, or even kings; but God is always the
real sovereign down to the end of the kingdom in history (1 Chr. 29:25). 

The visible symbol of God’s presence as the divine Ruler was the Shekinah glory. This glory entered and filled the
tabernacle at the establishment of the kingdom at Sinai (Ex. 40:34–38), led the nation into the land, was manifested in
the temple of Solomon (2 Chr. 7:1–2), and departed spectacularly from Jerusalem as the kingdom came to an end at the
Babylonian captivity, when governmental sovereignty was transferred to the Gentiles (compare Ezek. 11:23 with Dan.
2:31–38). When the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled, this mediatorial kingdom of God on earth will be restored at the
coming of God’s Messiah in great power and glory to reign over the nations as the perfect mediatorial King (Mic. 4:1–8).

This mediatorial kingdom on earth should not be confused with that original and universal kingdom of God which
always exists efficaciously and embraces all objects, persons, and events, all doings of individuals and nations, all op-
erations and changes of nature and history absolutely without exception (Ps. 103:19; Dan. 4:17). However, the me-
diatorial earthly kingdom may properly be regarded as a phase of the universal kingdom of God (1 Cor. 15:24). For a
Summary of the Kingdom in OT, see Zech. 12:8, note.



8And the servant answered Saul
again and said, “Look, I have here at
hand one-fourth of a ashekel of sil-
ver. I will give that to the man of
God, to tell us our way.”

9(Formerly in Israel, when a man
went to inquire of God, he spoke
thus: “Come, let us go to the seer”;
for he who is now called a prophet
was formerly called a bseer.)

10Then Saul said to his servant,
“Well said; come, let us go.” So they
went to the city where the man of
God was.

11As they went up the hill to the
city, they met some young cwomen
going out to draw water, and said to
them, “Is the seer here?”

12And they answered them and
said, “Yes, there he is, just ahead of
you. Hurry now; for today he came
to this city, because there is a sacri-
fice of the people today on the
dhigh place.

13“As soon as you come into the
city, you will surely find him before
he goes up to the high place to eat.
For the people will not eat until he
comes, because he must bless the
sacrifice; afterward those who are
invited will eat. Now therefore, go
up, for about this time you will find
him.”

14So they went up to the city. As
they were coming into the city,
there was Samuel, coming out to-
ward them on his way up to the
high place.

15Now the LORD had told Samuel
in his ear the day before Saul came,
saying,

16“Tomorrow about this time eI
will send you a man from the land
of Benjamin, and you shall fanoint
him commander over My people Is-
rael, that he may save My people
from the hand of the Philistines; for
I have glooked upon My people, be-
cause their cry has come to Me.”

17So when Samuel saw Saul, the
LORD said to him, h“There he is, the
man of whom I spoke to you. This
one shall ireign over My people.”

18Then Saul drew near to Samuel
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in the gate, and said, “Please tell
me, where is the seer’s house?”

19Samuel answered Saul and said,
“I am the seer. Go up before me to
the high place, for you shall eat
with me today; and tomorrow I will
let you go and will tell you all that is
in your heart.

20“But as for your donkeys that
were lost three days ago, do not be
anxious about them, for they have
been found. And on whom is all the
desire of Israel? Is it not on you and
on all your father’s house?”

21And Saul answered and said,
“Am I not a Benjamite, of the jsmall-
est of the tribes of Israel, and kmy
family the least of all the families of
the tribe* of Benjamin? lWhy then
do you speak like this to me?”

22Now Samuel took Saul and his
servant and brought them into the
hall, and had them sit in the place of
honor among those who were invit-
ed; there were about thirty persons.

23And Samuel said to the cook,
“Bring the portion which I gave
you, of which I said to you, ‘Set it
apart.’ ”

24So the cook took up the mthigh
with its upper part and set it before
Saul. And Samuel said, “Here it is,
what was kept back. It was set apart
for you. Eat; for until this time it has
been kept for you, since I said I in-
vited the people.” So Saul ate with
Samuel that day.

25When they had come down
from the high place into the city,
Samuel spoke with Saul on the top
of the house.*

26They arose early; and it was
about the dawning of the day that
Samuel called to Saul on the top of
the house, saying, “Get up, that I
may send you on your way.” And
Saul arose, and both of them went
outside, he and Samuel.

27As they were going down to the
outskirts of the city, Samuel said to
Saul, “Tell the servant to go on
ahead of us.” And he went on. “But
you stand here awhile, that I may
announce to you the word of God.”
*9:21 Literally tribes *9:25 Following
Masoretic Text and Targum; Septuagint omits He
spoke with Saul on top of the house; Septuagint and
Vulgate add And he prepared a bed for Saul on top
of the house, and he slept.

Saul: asked for. The first king of Israel. He was from
the tribe of Benjamin.



came upon ohim, and he prophe-
sied among them.

11And it happened, when all who
knew him formerly saw that he in-
deed prophesied among the pproph-
ets, that the people said to one an-
other, “What is this that has come
upon the son of Kish? Is Saul also
among the prophets?”

12Then a man from there an-
swered and said, “But who is their
father?” Therefore it became a prov-
erb: “Is Saul also among the proph-
ets?”

13And when he had finished
prophesying, he went to the high
place.

14Then Saul’s quncle said to him
and his servant, “Where did you
go?” So he said, “To look for the
donkeys. When we saw that they
were nowhere to be found, we
went to Samuel.”

15And Saul’s uncle said, “Tell me,
please, what Samuel said to you.”

16So Saul said to his uncle, “He
told us plainly that the donkeys had
been rfound.” But about the matter
of the kingdom, he did not tell him
what Samuel had said.

Saul publicly installed as king of Israel
17Then Samuel called the people

together to the LORD at sMizpah,
18and said to the children of Isra-

el, “Thus says the LORD God of Isra-
el: ‘I brought up Israel out of tEgypt,
and delivered you from the hand of
the Egyptians and from the hand of
all kingdoms and from those who
oppressed you.’

19“But you have today urejected
your God, who Himself saved you
from all your adversities and your
tribulations; and you have said to
Him, ‘No, set a king over us!’ Now
therefore, present yourselves before
the LORD by your v tribes and by
your clans.”*

20And when Samuel had caused
all the tribes of Israel to come near,
the tribe of Benjamin was chosen.

Saul privately anointed king

10THEN aSamuel took a flask of
oil and poured it on his head,

and bkissed him and said: “Is it not
because the LORD has anointed you
ccommander over His dinheritance?*

2“When you have departed from
me today, you will find two men by
Rachel’s e tomb in the territory of
Benjamin at Zelzah; and they will
say to you, ‘The donkeys which you
went to look for have been found.
And now your father has ceased car-
ing about the donkeys and is worry-
ing about fyou, saying, “What shall I
do about my son?” ’

3“Then you shall go on forward
from there and come to the tere-
binth tree of Tabor. There three
men going up to God gat Bethel will
meet you, one carrying three young
goats, another carrying three loaves
of bread, and another carrying a
skin of wine.

4“And they will greet you and
give you two loaves of bread, which
you shall receive from their hands.

5“After that you shall come to the
hhill of God where the Philistine
garrison is. And it will happen,
when you have come there to the
city, that you will meet a igroup of
prophets coming down from the
high place with a stringed instru-
ment, a tambourine, a flute, and a
harp before them; and they will be
prophesying.

6“Then the jSpirit of the LORD will
come upon you, and you will proph-
esy with them and be turned into
another man.

7“And let it be, when these signs
come to you, that you do as the occa-
sion demands; for God is with kyou.

8“You shall go down before me to
lGilgal; and surely I will come down
to you to offer burnt offerings and
make sacrifices of peace offerings.
mSeven days you shall wait, till I
come to you and show you what
you should do.”

9So it was, when he had turned
his back to go from Samuel, that
God gave him another heart; and all
those signs came to pass that day.

10When they came there to the
hill, there was a group of prophets
to meet him; then the nSpirit of God
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*10:1 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and
Vulgate; Septuagint reads His people Israel; and you
shall rule the people of the Lord; Septuagint and
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21When he had caused the tribe
of Benjamin to come near by their
families, the family of Matri was
chosen. And Saul the son of Kish
was chosen. But when they sought
him, he could not be found.

22Therefore they ainquired of the
LORD further, “Has the man come
here yet?” And the LORD answered,
“There he is, hidden among the
equipment.”

23So they ran and brought him
from there; and when he stood
among the people, he was b taller
than any of the people from his
shoulders upward.

24And Samuel said to all the peo-
ple, “Do you see him whom the
LORD has cchosen, that there is no
one like him among all the people?”
So all the people shouted and said,
“Long live the king!”

25Then Samuel explained to the
people the dbehavior of eroyalty,
and wrote it in a book and f laid it up
before the LORD. And Samuel sent
all the people away, every man to
his house.

26And Saul also went home to
Gibeah; and valiant men went with
him, whose hearts God had
touched.

27But some rebels said, “How can
this man save us?” So they despised
him, and brought him no gpresents.
But he held his peace.

Saul defeats the Ammonites

11THEN hNahash the Ammon-
ite came up and encamped

against iJabesh Gilead; and all the
men of Jabesh said to Nahash,
“Make a jcovenant with us, and we
will serve you.”

2And Nahash the Ammonite an-
swered them, “On this condition I
will make a covenant with you, that
I may put out all your right eyes,
and bring kreproach on all Israel.”

3Then the elders of Jabesh said to
him, “Hold off for seven days, that
we may send messengers to all the
territory of Israel. And then, if there
is no one to save us, we will come
out to you.”

4So the messengers came to lGib-
eah of Saul and told the news in the
hearing of the people. And all the
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people lifted up their voices and
wept.

5Now there was Saul, coming be-
hind the herd from the field; and
Saul said, “What troubles the peo-
ple, that they weep?” And they told
him the words of the men of Jabesh.

6Then the mSpirit of God came
upon Saul when he heard this
news, and his anger was greatly
aroused.

7So he took a yoke of oxen and
ncut them in pieces, and sent them
throughout all the territory of Israel
by the hands of messengers, saying,
“Whoever does not go out with Saul
and Samuel to battle, so it shall be
done to his oxen.” And the fear of
the LORD fell on the people, and
they came out with one oconsent.

8When he numbered them in Be-
zek, the children of Israel were
pthree hundred thousand, and the
men of Judah thirty thousand.

9And they said to the messengers
who came, “Thus you shall say to
the men of Jabesh Gilead: ‘Tomor-
row, by the time the sun is hot, you
shall have help.’ ” Then the mes-
sengers came and reported it to the
men of Jabesh, and they were glad.

10Therefore the men of Jabesh
said, “Tomorrow we will come out
to you, and you may do with us
whatever seems good to you.”

11So it was, on the next day, that
Saul put the people in three compa-
nies; and they came into the midst
of the camp in the morning watch,
and killed Ammonites until the heat
of the day. And it happened that
those who survived were scattered,
so that no two of them were left to-
gether.

Saul confirmed in kingship
12Then the people said to Samuel,

q“Who is he who said, ‘Shall Saul
reign over us?’ Bring the men, that
we may put them to rdeath.”

13But Saul said, s“Not a man shall
be put to death this day, for today
the LORD has accomplished salva-
tion in Israel.”

14Then Samuel said to the people,
“Come, let us go to tGilgal and re-
new the kingdom there.”

15So all the people went to Gilgal,



9“And when they o forgot the
LORD their God, He sold them into
the hand of pSisera, commander of
the army of Hazor, into the hand of
the qPhilistines, and into the hand
of the king of rMoab; and they
fought against them.

10“Then they cried out to the
LORD, and ssaid, ‘We have sinned,
because we have forsaken the LORD
and served the Baals and tAsh-
toreths; but now udeliver us from
the hand of our enemies, and we
will serve You.’

11“And the LORD sent vJerubbaal,*
Bedan,* wJephthah, and xSamuel,*
and delivered you out of the hand of
your enemies on every side; and
you dwelt in safety.

God confirms kingship
12“And ywhen you saw that Na-

hash king of the Ammonites came
against you, you said to me, ‘No, but
a zking shall reign over us,’ when
the LORD your God was your aaking.

13“Now therefore, here is the king
whom you have chosen and whom
you have desired. And take note, the
LORD has set a king over you.

14“If you bbfear the LORD and serve
Him and obey His voice, and do not
rebel against the commandment of
the LORD, then both you and the king
who reigns over you will continue
following the LORD your God.

15“However, if you do ccnot obey
the voice of the LORD, but ddrebel
against the commandment of the
LORD, then the hand of the LORD
will be against you, as it was against
your fathers.

16“Now therefore, eestand and
see this great thing which the LORD
will do before your eyes:

17“Is today not the wheat har-
vest? I will call to the LORD, and He
will send ff thunder and ggrain, that

and there they made Saul king be-
fore the LORD in Gilgal. There they
made sacrifices of peace offerings
abefore the LORD, and there Saul and
all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly.

Integrity of Samuel’s judgeship

12NOW Samuel said to all Isra-
el: “Indeed I have bheeded

your voice in all that you said to me,
and have made a king over you.

2“And now here is the king,
walking before you; and I am cold
and grayheaded, and look, my sons
are with you. I have walked before
you from my childhood to this day.

3“Here I am. Witness against me
before the LORD and before His
danointed: Whose ox have I taken,
or whose donkey have I etaken, or
whom have I cheated? Whom have
I oppressed, or from whose hand
have I received any fbribe with
which to gblind my eyes? I will re-
store it to you.”

4And they said, h“You have not
cheated us or oppressed us, nor
have you taken anything from any
man’s hand.”

5Then he said to them, “The
LORD is witness against you, and His
anointed is witness this day, that
you have not found anything iin my
hand.” And they answered, “He is
witness.”

Samuel recounts the LORD’s past
deliverances of Israel

6Then Samuel said to the people,
“It is the LORD who raised up Moses
and Aaron, and who brought your
fathers up from the land of Egypt.

7“Now therefore, stand still, that
I may jreason with you kbefore the
LORD concerning all the lrighteous
acts of the LORD which He did to
you and your fathers:

8“When Jacob had gone into
mEgypt,* and your fathers cried out
to the LORD, then the LORD nsent
Moses and Aaron, who brought
your fathers out of Egypt and made
them dwell in this place.
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*12:8 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and
Vulgate; Septuagint adds and the Egyptians afflicted
them. *12:11 Syriac reads Deborah; Targum
reads Gideon. * Septuagint and Syriac read
Barak; Targum reads Simson. * Syriac reads
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11:15 made Saul king. 1051 B.C.
12:14 fear the LORD. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT ex-

pression meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of
evil.

Gilgal: a circle. The first place the Israelites camped
after entering the Promised Land. It became a city
where Saul was confirmed as the first king. Later it
was a religious center.



you may perceive and see that your
awickedness is great, which you
have done in the sight of the LORD,
in asking a king for yourselves.”

18So Samuel called to the LORD,
and the LORD sent thunder and rain
that day; and all the people greatly
bfeared the LORD and Samuel.

19And all the people said to Sam-
uel, c“Pray for your servants to the
LORD your God, that we may not die;
for we have added to all our sins the
evil of asking a king for ourselves.”

20Then Samuel said to the people,
“Do not fear. You have done all this
wickedness; yet ddo not turn aside
from following the LORD, but serve
the LORD with all your heart.

21“And do not turn aside; for then
you would go after eempty things
which cannot profit or deliver, for
they are nothing.

22“For the LORD will fnot forsake
gHis people, for His great name’s
sake, because it has pleased the
LORD to make you His people.

23“Moreover, as for me, far be it
from me that I should sin against
the LORD in hceasing to pray for you;
but I will teach you the good and
the right way.

24“Only ifear the LORD, and serve
Him in truth with all your heart; for
consider what great things He has
done for you.

25“But if you still do wickedly,
you shall be swept away, both you
and your king.”

Saul’s self-seeking and cowardice

13SAUL reigned one year; and
when he had reigned two

years over Israel,*
2Saul chose for himself three

thousand men of Israel. Two thou-
sand were with Saul in jMichmash
and in the mountains of Bethel, and
a thousand were with kJonathan in
lGibeah of Benjamin. The rest of the
people he sent away, every man to
his tent.

3And Jonathan attacked the mgar-
rison of the Philistines that was in
nGeba, and the Philistines heard of
it. Then Saul blew the trumpet
throughout all the land, saying, “Let
the Hebrews hear!”

4Now all Israel heard it said that
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Saul had attacked a garrison of the
Philistines, and that Israel had also
become an abomination to the Phi-
listines. And the people were called
together to Saul at Gilgal.

5Then the Philistines gathered to-
gether to fight with Israel, thirty*

thousand chariots and six thousand
horsemen, and people oas the sand
which is on the seashore in multi-
tude. And they came up and en-
camped in Michmash, to the east of
pBeth Aven.

6When the men of Israel saw that
they were in danger (for the people
were distressed), then the people
qhid in caves, in thickets, in rocks,
in holes, and in pits.

7And some of the Hebrews
crossed over the Jordan to the rland
of Gad and Gilead. As for Saul, he
was still in Gilgal, and all the people
followed him trembling.

Saul intrudes into priest’s office
and is rejected by God

8Then he waited seven days, ac-
cording to the time set by Samuel.
But Samuel did not come to Gilgal;
and the people were scattered from
him.

9So Saul said, “Bring a burnt offer-
ing and peace offerings here to me.”
And she offered the burnt offering.

10Now it happened, as soon as he
had finished presenting the burnt
offering, that Samuel came; and
Saul went out to meet him, that he
might tgreet him.

11And Samuel said, “What have
you done?” Saul said, “When I saw
that the people were scattered from
me, and that you did not come
within the days appointed, and that
the Philistines gathered together at
Michmash,

12“then I said, ‘The Philistines will
now come down on me at Gilgal,
and I have not made supplication to
the LORD.’ Therefore I felt com-
pelled, and offered a burnt offering.”

13And Samuel said to Saul, u“You
have done vfoolishly. You have not
kept the commandment of the LORD

*13:1 The Hebrew is difficult (compare 2 Samuel
5:4; 2 Kings 14:2; see also 2 Samuel 2:10; Acts
13:21). *13:5 Following Masoretic Text,
Septuagint, Targum, and Vulgate; Syriac and some
manuscripts of the Septuagint read three.



found with Saul and Jonathan his
son.

23And the garrison of the Philis-
tines went out to the kpass of Mich-
mash.

Jonathan’s bold assault

14NOW it happened one day
that Jonathan the son of Saul

said to the young man who bore his
armor, “Come, let us go over to the
Philistines’ garrison that is on the
other side.” But he did not tell his
father.

2And Saul was sitting in the out-
skirts of lGibeah under a pomegran-
ate tree which is in Migron. The
people who were with him were
about six hundred men.

3Ahijah the son of Ahitub, mIcha-
bod’s brother, the son of Phinehas,
the son of Eli, the LORD’S priest in
Shiloh, was nwearing an ephod. But
the people did not know that Jona-
than had gone.

4Between the opasses, by which
Jonathan sought to go over to the
Philistines’ garrison, there was a
sharp rock on one side and a sharp
rock on the other side. And the
name of one was Bozez, and the
name of the other Seneh.

5The front of one faced north-
ward opposite Michmash, and the
other southward opposite Gibeah.

6Then Jonathan said to the young
man who bore his armor, “Come,
let us go over to the garrison of
these puncircumcised; it may be
that the LORD will work for us. For
nothing restrains the LORD from
qsaving by many or by few.”

7So his armorbearer said to him,
“Do all that is in your heart. Go
then; here I am with you, according
to your heart.”

your God, which He acommanded
you. For now the LORD would have
established your kingdom over Isra-
el forever.

14“But now your kingdom shall
bnot continue. The LORD has csought
for Himself a man dafter His own
heart, and the LORD has commanded
him to be commander over His peo-
ple, because you have enot kept
what the LORD commanded you.”

Israel helpless before Philistines
15Then Samuel arose and went up

from Gilgal to Gibeah of Benjamin.*
And Saul numbered the people
present with him, about six hun-
dred men.

16Saul, Jonathan his son, and the
people present with them remained
in Gibeah of Benjamin. But the Phi-
listines encamped in Michmash.

17Then raiders came out of the
camp of the Philistines in three
companies. One company turned
onto the road to fOphrah, to the
land of Shual,

18another company turned to the
road to gBeth Horon, and another
company turned to the road of the
border that overlooks the Valley of
hZeboim toward the wilderness.

19Now there was no iblacksmith
to be found throughout all the land
of Israel, for the Philistines said,
“Lest the Hebrews make swords or
spears.”

20But all the Israelites would go
down to the Philistines to sharpen
each man’s plowshare, his mattock,
his ax, and his sickle;

21and the charge for a sharpening
was a pim for the plowshares, the
mattocks, the forks, and the axes,
and to set the points of the goads.

22So it came about, on the day of
battle, that j there was neither
sword nor spear found in the hand
of any of the people who were with
Saul and Jonathan. But they were
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*13:15 Following Masoretic Text and Targum;
Septuagint and Vulgate add And the rest of the
people went up after Saul to meet the people who
fought against them, going from Gilgal to Gibeah in
the hill of Benjamin.

13:19 blacksmith. One reason for the great power of
the Philistines, despite their relatively small number among
the peoples of Palestine, was the fact that at this time they
alone knew how to make iron implements and weapons.
See Judg. 13:1, note.

13:21 pim. The word pim has now been found marked
on a weight (two-thirds of a shekel) which has been turned

up in excavations from this period. For Weights and Mea-
sures (OT), see 2 Chr. 2:10, note.

Jonathan: whom Jehovah gave. The son of King Saul,
who was a close friend of David. He was killed in a
battle with the Philistines.

14:3 Ahijah. Called Ahimelech, 1 Sam. 22:9,14,20.



8Then Jonathan said, “Very well,
let us cross over to these men, and
we will show ourselves to them.

9“If they say thus to us, ‘Wait un-
til we come to you,’ then we will
stand still in our place and not go
up to them.

10“But if they say thus, ‘Come up
to us,’ then we will go up. For the
LORD has delivered them into our
hand, and this will be a asign to us.”

11So both of them showed them-
selves to the garrison of the Philis-
tines. And the Philistines said, “Look,
the Hebrews are coming out of the
holes where they have bhidden.”

12Then the men of the garrison
called to Jonathan and his armor-
bearer, and said, “Come up to us,
and we will show you something.”
Jonathan said to his armorbearer,
“Come up after me, for the LORD
has delivered them into the hand of
Israel.”

13And Jonathan climbed up on his
hands and knees with his armor-
bearer after him; and they cfell be-
fore Jonathan. And as he came after
him, his armorbearer killed them.

14That first slaughter which Jona-
than and his armorbearer made was
about twenty men within about half
an acre of land.*

15And there was d trembling in
the camp, in the field, and among
all the people. The garrison and the
eraiders also trembled; and the
earth quaked, so that it was a very
great trembling.

Subsequent victory of Israel
16Now the watchmen of Saul in

Gibeah of Benjamin looked, and
there was the multitude, melting
away; and they went here and there.

17Then Saul said to the people
who were with him, “Now call the
roll and see who has gone from us.”
And when they had called the roll,
surprisingly, Jonathan and his ar-
morbearer were not there.

18And Saul said to Ahijah, f“Bring
the ark* of God here” (for at that
time the ark* of God was with the
children of Israel).

14:19

g Num. 27:21

14:20

h Judg. 7:22

14:21

i Cp. 1 Sam. 29:4

14:23

j Ex. 14:30;
2 Chr. 32:22

k 1 Sam. 13:5

14:24

l Cp. Josh. 6:26

14:27

m Cp. 1 Sam.
30:12

14:10

a Cp. 1 Sam. 6:9

14:11

b 1 Sam. 13:6

14:13

c Lev. 26:8; Josh.
23:10

14:15

d Deut. 28:7; Job
18:11; cp.
2 Kin. 7:6-7

e 1 Sam. 13:17

14:18

f Cp. 1 Sam.
23:9; 30:7

1 SAMUEL 14:8–28 399
19Now it happened, while Saul

gtalked to the priest, that the noise
which was in the camp of the Phi-
listines continued to increase; so
Saul said to the priest, “Withdraw
your hand.”

20Then Saul and all the people
who were with him assembled, and
they went to the battle; and indeed
every man’s sword was against his
hneighbor, and there was very great
confusion.

21Moreover the iHebrews who
were with the Philistines before
that time, who went up with them
into the camp from the surrounding
country, they also joined the Israel-
ites who were with Saul and Jona-
than.

22Likewise all the men of Israel
who had hidden in the mountains
of Ephraim, when they heard that
the Philistines fled, they also fol-
lowed hard after them in the battle.

23So the LORD jsaved Israel that
day, and the battle shifted to kBeth
Aven.

Saul’s rash order overridden
24And the men of Israel were dis-

tressed that day, for Saul had lplaced
the people under oath, saying,
“Cursed is the man who eats any
food until evening, before I have tak-
en vengeance on my enemies.” So
none of the people tasted food.

25Now all the people of the land
came to a forest; and there was hon-
ey on the ground.

26And when the people had come
into the woods, there was the hon-
ey, dripping; but no one put his
hand to his mouth, for the people
feared the oath.

27But Jonathan had not heard his
father charge the people with the
oath; therefore he stretched out the
end of the rod that was in his hand
and dipped it in a honeycomb, and
put his hand to his mouth; and his
countenance mbrightened.

28Then one of the people said,
“Your father strictly charged the
people with an oath, saying, ‘Cursed
*14:14 Literally half the area plowed by a yoke (of
oxen in a day) *14:18 Following Masoretic
Text, Targum, and Vulgate; Septuagint reads ephod.
* Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and Vulgate;
Septuagint reads ephod.

Ahijah: brother of Jehovah. A priest in Saul’s army
who was in charge of the ark of the covenant.



But not a man among all the people
answered him.

40Then he said to all Israel, “You
be on one side, and my son Jona-
than and I will be on the other
side.” And the people said to Saul,
“Do what seems good to you.”

41Therefore Saul said to the LORD
God of Israel, f“Give a perfect
glot.”* So Saul and Jonathan were
taken, but the people escaped.

42And Saul said, “Cast lots be-
tween my son Jonathan and me.” So
Jonathan was taken.

43Then Saul said to Jonathan,
h“Tell me what you have done.”
And Jonathan told him, and said, “I
only tasted a little honey with the
end of the rod that was in my hand.
So now I must die!”

44Saul answered, “God do so and
more also; ifor you shall surely die,
Jonathan.”

45But the people said to Saul,
“Shall Jonathan die, who has accom-
plished this great deliverance in Isra-
el? Certainly not! As the LORD lives,
not one hair of his head shall fall to
the ground, for he has worked jwith
God this day.” So the people rescued
Jonathan, and he did not die.

46Then Saul returned from pursu-
ing the Philistines, and the Philis-
tines went to their own place.

Summary of Saul’s reign: constant
warfare on every side

47So Saul established his sover-
eignty over Israel, and fought
against all his enemies on every
side, against Moab, against the peo-
ple of kAmmon, against Edom,
against the kings of lZobah, and
against the Philistines. Wherever he
turned, he harassed them.*

48And he gathered an army and
attacked the mAmalekites, and de-
livered Israel from the hands of
those who plundered them.

49The nsons of Saul were Jona-
than, Jishui,* and Malchishua. And
the names of his two daughters

is the man who eats food this day.’ ”
And the people were faint.

29But Jonathan said, “My father
has troubled the land. Look now,
how my countenance has brightened
because I tasted a little of this honey.

30“How much better if the people
had eaten freely today of the spoil of
their enemies which they found!
For now would there not have been
a much greater slaughter among the
Philistines?”

31Now they had driven back the
Philistines that day from Michmash
to Aijalon. So the people were very
faint.

32And the people rushed on the
spoil, and took sheep, oxen, and
calves, and slaughtered them on the
ground; and the people ate them
with the ablood.

33Then they told Saul, saying,
“Look, the people are sinning
against the LORD by eating with the
blood!” So he said, “You have dealt
treacherously; roll a large stone to
me this day.”

34Then Saul said, “Disperse your-
selves among the people, and say to
them, ‘Bring me here every man’s
ox and every man’s sheep, slaugh-
ter them here, and eat; and do not
sin against the LORD by eating with
the blood.’ ” So every one of the
people brought his ox with him that
night, and slaughtered it there.

35Then Saul bbuilt an altar to the
LORD. This was the first altar that he
built to the LORD.

36Now Saul said, “Let us go down
after the Philistines by night, and
plunder them until the morning
light; and let us not leave a man of
them.” And they said, “Do whatever
seems good to you.” Then the priest
said, “Let us draw near to God here.”

37So Saul casked counsel of God,
“Shall I go down after the Philis-
tines? Will You deliver them into
the hand of Israel?” But He ddid not
answer him that day.

38And Saul said, “Come over
here, all you chiefs of the people,
and know and see what this sin was
today.

39“For as the LORD lives, who
saves Israel, ethough it be in Jona-
than my son, he shall surely die.”
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were these: the name of the first-
born Merab, and the name of the
younger aMichal.

50The name of Saul’s wife was
Ahinoam the daughter of Ahimaaz.
And the name of the commander of
his army was Abner the son of Ner,
Saul’s buncle.

51Kish was the father of Saul, and
Ner the father of Abner was the son
of Abiel.

52Now there was fierce war with
the Philistines all the days of Saul.
And when Saul saw any strong man
or any valiant man, he ctook him for
himself.

Saul’s incomplete obedience

15SAMUEL also dsaid to Saul,
“The LORD sent me to anoint

you eking over His people, over Is-
rael. Now therefore, heed the voice
of the words of the LORD.

2“Thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘I
will punish fAmalek for what he did
to Israel, how he ambushed him on
the way when he came up from
Egypt.

3‘Now go and gattack Amalek,
and utterly hdestroy all that they
have, and do not spare them. But
kill both man and woman, infant
and nursing child, ox and sheep,
camel and donkey.’ ”

4So Saul gathered the people to-
gether and numbered them in Tela-
im, two hundred thousand foot sol-
diers and ten thousand men of
Judah.

5And Saul came to a city of Ama-
lek, and lay in wait in the valley.

6Then Saul said to the iKenites,
“Go, depart, get down from among
the Amalekites, lest I destroy you
with them. For you showed kind-
ness to all the children of Israel
when they came up out of Egypt.”
So the Kenites departed from
among the Amalekites.

7And Saul attacked the Amalek-
ites, from jHavilah all the way to
kShur, which is east of Egypt.

8He also took Agag king of the
Amalekites alive, and lutterly de-
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stroyed all the people with the edge
of the sword.

9mBut Saul and the people spared
Agag and the best of the sheep, the
oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all
that was good, and were unwilling
to utterly destroy them. But every-
thing despised and worthless, that
they utterly destroyed.

10Now the word of the LORD
came to Samuel, saying,

11“I greatly nregret that I have set
up Saul as king, for he has turned
back from following Me, and has
not performed My command-
ments.” And it grieved Samuel, and
he ocried out to the LORD all night.

Samuel rebukes Saul
12So when Samuel rose early in

the morning to meet Saul, it was
told Samuel, saying, “Saul went to
Carmel, and indeed, he set up a
monument for himself; and he has
gone on around, passed by, and
gone down to Gilgal.”

13Then Samuel went to Saul, and
Saul said to him, “Blessed are you of
the LORD! I have performed the
commandment of the LORD.”

14But Samuel said, “What then is
this bleating of the sheep in my
ears, and the lowing of the oxen
which I hear?”

15And Saul said, “They have
brought them from the Amalekites;
for the ppeople spared the best of
the sheep and the oxen, to sacrifice
to the LORD your God; and the rest
we have utterly destroyed.”

16Then Samuel said to Saul, “Be
quiet! And I will tell you what the
LORD said to me last night.” And he
said to him, “Speak on.”

17So Samuel said, q“When you
were little in your own eyes, were
you not head of the tribes of Israel?
And did not the LORD anoint you
king over Israel?

18“Now the LORD sent you on a
mission, and said, ‘Go, and utterly
destroy the sinners, the Amalekites,
and fight against them until they are
consumed.’

19 r“Why then did you not obey
the voice of the LORD? Why did you
swoop down on the spoil, and do
evil in the sight of the LORD?”

Amalek: Grandson of Esau, from whom the Amalek-
ites descended. Also refers to a group of nomadic peo-
ple and the area they inhabited.



26But Samuel said to Saul, “I will
not return with you, for you have
rejected the word of the LORD, and
the LORD has rejected you from be-
ing king over Israel.”

27And as Samuel turned around
to go away, Saul seized the edge of
his robe, and it gtore.

28So Samuel said to him, “The
LORD has htorn the kingdom of Isra-
el from you today, and has given it
to a neighbor of yours, who is better
than you.

29“And also the Strength of Israel
will not i lie nor jrelent. For He is
not a man, that He should relent.”

30Then he said, “I have sinned;
yet khonor me now, please, before
the elders of my people and before
Israel, and return with me, that I
may worship the LORD your God.”

31So Samuel turned back after
Saul, and Saul worshiped the LORD.

32Then Samuel said, “Bring Agag
king of the Amalekites here to me.”
So Agag came to him cautiously.
And Agag said, “Surely the bitter-
ness of death is past.”

33But Samuel said, l“As your
sword has made women childless,
so shall your mother be childless
among women.” And Samuel
hacked Agag in pieces before the
LORD in Gilgal.

34Then Samuel went to mRamah,
and Saul went up to his house at
nGibeah of Saul.

35And Samuel went no more to
see Saul until the day of his odeath.
Nevertheless Samuel mourned for
Saul, and the LORD pregretted that
He had made Saul king over Israel.

III. The Parallel Lives of Saul and
David to the Death of Saul, 16—31

Samuel sent to Bethlehem

16NOW the LORD said to Sam-
uel, “How long will you

mourn for Saul, seeing I have qre-
jected him from reigning over Isra-
el? Fill your horn with roil, and go; I
am sending you to sJesse the Bethle-
hemite. For I have provided Myself
a tking among his sons.”

20And Saul said to Samuel, “But I
have aobeyed the voice of the LORD,
and gone on the mission on which
the LORD sent me, and brought back
Agag king of Amalek; I have utterly
destroyed the Amalekites.

21“But the people took of the
plunder, sheep and oxen, the best
of the things which should have
been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice
to the LORD your God in Gilgal.”

22So Samuel said:

“Has b the LORD as great delight
in burnt offerings and
sacrifices,

As in obeying the voice of the
LORD?

Behold, to obey is better than
sacrifice,

And to heed than the fat of
rams.

23 For rebellion is as the sin of
witchcraft,

And stubbornness is as iniquity
and idolatry.

cBecause you have rejected the
word of the LORD,

He also has drejected you from
being king.”

24Then Saul said to Samuel, e“I
have sinned, for I have transgressed
the commandment of the LORD and
your words, because I feared the
fpeople and obeyed their voice.

25“Now therefore, please pardon
my sin, and return with me, that I
may worship the LORD.”
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Jesse: gift. Father of David and an ancestor of Christ.

15:20 SAUL AT WAR

During Saul’s reign, Israel was constantly fighting with
the neighboring nations.

1. Defeats the Ammonites, saves 
Jabesh Gilead. 11:1–11

2. Defeats the Philistines through 
Jonathan’s boldness. 14:1–23

3. Drives the Philistines back to their 
own land. 14:24–46

4. Fights the Moabites. 14:47
5. Fights the Ammonites. 14:47
6. Fight the Edomites. 14:47
7. Fights the kings of Zobah. 14:47
8. Destroys the Amalekites, captures and 

kills King Agag. 15:20,33
9. Constantly fights the Philistines. 17, 29, 31



2And Samuel said, “How can I
go? If Saul hears it, he will kill me.”
But the LORD said, “Take a heifer
with you, and say, ‘I have come to
sacrifice to the LORD.’

3“Then invite Jesse to the sacri-
fice, and I will show you what you
shall do; you shall anoint for Me the
one I name to you.”

4So Samuel did what the LORD
said, and went to Bethlehem. And
the elders of the town trembled at
his coming, and said, “Do you come
peaceably?”

5And he said, “Peaceably; I have
come to sacrifice to the LORD. aSanc-
tify yourselves, and come with me
to the sacrifice.” Then he consecrat-
ed Jesse and his sons, and invited
them to the sacrifice.

6So it was, when they came, that
he looked at bEliab and said, “Surely
the LORD’S anointed is before Him!”

7But the LORD said to Samuel,
c“Do not look at his appearance or
at his physical stature, because I
have refused him. dFor the LORD
does not see as man sees;* for man
looks at the eoutward appearance,
but the LORD looks at the fheart.”

8So Jesse called Abinadab, and
made him pass before Samuel. And
he said, “Neither has the LORD cho-
sen this one.”

9Then Jesse made Shammah pass
by. And he said, “Neither has the
LORD chosen this one.”

10Thus Jesse made seven of his
sons pass before Samuel. And Sam-
uel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not
chosen these.”

11And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are
all the young men here?” Then he
said, “There remains yet the
youngest, and there he is, keeping
the gsheep.” And Samuel said to Jes-
se, “Send and bring him. For we will
not sit down* till he comes here.”

12So he sent and brought him in.
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Now he was hruddy, with bright
eyes, and igood-looking. And the
LORD said, j“Arise, anoint him; for
this is the one!”

13Then Samuel took the horn of
oil and anointed him in the midst of
his brothers; and the kSpirit of the
LORD came upon David from that
day forward. So Samuel arose and
went to Ramah.

David in Saul’s court
14But the Spirit of the LORD lde-

parted from Saul, and a mdistressing
spirit from the LORD troubled him.

15And Saul’s servants said to him,
“Surely, a distressing spirit from
God is troubling you.

16“Let our master now command
your servants, who are before you,
to seek out a man who is a skillful
player on the harp. And it shall be
that he will nplay it with his hand
when the distressing spirit from God
is upon you, and you shall be well.”

17So Saul said to his servants,
“Provide me now a man who can
play well, and bring him to me.”

18Then one of the servants an-
swered and said, “Look, I have seen
a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite,
who is skillful in playing, a mighty
man of valor, a man of war, prudent
in speech, and a handsome person;
and the oLORD is with him.”

19Therefore Saul sent messengers
to Jesse, and said, “Send me your
son David, who is with the sheep.”

20And Jesse took a donkey loaded
with bread, a skin of wine, and a
young goat, and sent them by his
son David to Saul.

21So David came to Saul and
pstood before him. And he loved
*16:7 Septuagint reads For God does not see as
man sees; Targum reads It is not by the appearance
of a man; Vulgate reads Nor do I judge according to
the looks of a man. *16:11 Following Septuagint
and Vulgate; Masoretic Text reads turn around;
Targum and Syriac read turn away.

David: beloved. The youngest son of Jesse. He was a
man after God’s own heart who was the greatest king
of Israel.

16:21 David came to Saul. Compare 1 Sam. 17:55–56. 
The order of events is: 
(1) David, whose skill on the harp and whose valor in

the combat with the lion or the bear (1 Sam. 17:34–36)

were known to one of the servants of Saul, was brought to
play before the king (1 Sam. 16:17–23).

(2) David returned to Bethlehem (1 Sam. 17:15).
(3) David was sent to Saul’s camp (1 Sam. 17:17–18)

and performed his great exploit.
And (4) Saul’s question (1 Sam. 17:55–56) implied only

that he had forgotten the name of David’s father—certain-
ly not remarkable in an oriental king.



and kill him, then you shall be our
servants and serve gus.”

10And the Philistine said, “I defy
the armies of Israel this day; give me
a man, that we may fight together.”

11When Saul and all Israel heard
these words of the Philistine, they
were dismayed and greatly afraid.

12Now David was the hson of that
iEphrathite of Bethlehem Judah,
whose name was Jesse, and who
had jeight sons. And the man was
old, advanced in years, in the days
of Saul.

13The three oldest sons of Jesse
had gone to follow Saul to the bat-
tle. The names of his three sons
who went to the battle were kEliab
the firstborn, next to him Abinadab,
and the third Shammah.

14David was the youngest. And
the three oldest followed Saul.

15But David occasionally went
and returned from Saul to lfeed his
father’s sheep at Bethlehem.

16And the Philistine drew near
and presented himself forty days,
morning and evening.

David visits brothers and hears the
boasting of the Philistines

17Then Jesse said to his son Da-
vid, “Take now for your brothers an
mephah of this dried grain and these
ten loaves, and run to your brothers
at the camp.

18“And ncarry these ten cheeses
to the captain of their thousand, and
osee how your brothers fare, and
bring back news of them.”

19Now Saul and they and all the
men of Israel were in the Valley of
Elah, fighting with the Philistines.

20So David rose early in the
morning, left the sheep with a
keeper, and took the things and
went as Jesse had commanded him.
And he came to the camp as the
army was going out to the fight and
shouting for the battle.

21For Israel and the Philistines
had drawn up in battle array, army
against army.

22And David left his psupplies in
the hand of the supply keeper, ran

him greatly, and he became his ar-
morbearer.

22Then Saul sent to Jesse, saying,
“Please let David stand before me,
for he has found favor in my sight.”

23And so it was, whenever the
spirit from God was upon Saul, that
David would take a harp and play it
with his hand. Then Saul would be-
come refreshed and well, and the
distressing spirit would depart from
him.

Goliath defies Israel

17NOW the Philistines gath-
ered their armies together to

battle, and were gathered at aSo-
choh, which belongs to Judah; they
encamped between Sochoh and
Azekah, in Ephes Dammim.

2And Saul and the men of Israel
were gathered together, and they
encamped in the Valley of Elah, and
drew up in battle array against the
Philistines.

3The Philistines stood on a moun-
tain on one side, and Israel stood on
a mountain on the other side, with
a valley between them.

4And a champion went out from
the camp of the Philistines, named
bGoliath, from cGath, whose height
was six dcubits and a dspan.

5He had a bronze helmet on his
head, and he was armed with a coat
of mail, and the weight of the coat
was five thousand shekels of bronze.

6And he had bronze armor on his
legs and a bronze javelin between
his shoulders.

7Now the staff of his spear was
like a eweaver’s beam, and his iron
spearhead weighed six hundred
shekels; and a shield-bearer went
before him.

8Then he stood and cried out to
the armies of Israel, and said to
them, “Why have you come out to
line up for battle? Am I not a Philis-
tine, and you the fservants of Saul?
Choose a man for yourselves, and
let him come down to me.

9“If he is able to fight with me
and kill me, then we will be your
servants. But if I prevail against him
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17:1 Ephes Dammim. Or Pas Dammim, 1 Chr. 11:13. Goliath: exile. A giant who fought for the Philistines. He
was killed by the boy David with a stone from his sling.



to the army, and came and greeted
his brothers.

23Then as he talked with them,
there was the champion, the Philis-
tine of Gath, Goliath by name, com-
ing up from the armies of the Philis-
tines; and he spoke according to the
same words. So David heard them.

24And all the men of Israel, when
they saw the man, fled from him
and were dreadfully afraid.

25So the men of Israel said, “Have
you seen this man who has come
up? Surely he has come up to defy
Israel; and it shall be that the man
who kills him the king will enrich
with great riches, will agive him his
daughter, and give his father’s house
exemption from taxes in Israel.”

26Then David spoke to the men
who stood by him, saying, “What
shall be done for the man who kills
this Philistine and takes away the
breproach from Israel? For who is
this cuncircumcised Philistine, that
he should defy the armies of the
dliving God?”

27And the people answered him
in this manner, saying, “So shall it
be done for the man who kills him.”

28Now Eliab his oldest brother
heard when he spoke to the men;
and Eliab’s eanger was aroused
against David, and he said, “Why
did you come down here? And with
whom have you left those few
sheep in the wilderness? I know
your pride and the insolence of your
heart, for you have come down to
see the battle.”

29And David said, “What have I
done now? Is there not a cause?”

30Then he turned from him to-
ward another and said the same
thing; and these people answered
him as the first ones did.

David kills Goliath
31Now when the words which Da-

vid spoke were heard, they reported
them to Saul; and he sent for him.

32Then David said to Saul, “Let
no man’s heart ffail because of him;
gyour servant will go and fight with
this Philistine.”

33And Saul said to David, “You
are not able to go against this Philis-
tine to fight with him; for you are a
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youth, and he a man of war from his
youth.”

34But David said to Saul, “Your ser-
vant used to keep his father’s sheep,
and when a hlion or a bear came and
took a lamb out of the flock,

35I went out after it and struck it,
and idelivered the lamb from its
mouth; and when it arose against
me, I caught it by its beard, and
struck and killed it.

36“Your servant has killed both
lion and bear; and this uncircum-
cised Philistine will be like one of
them, seeing he has defied the ar-
mies of the living God.”

37Moreover David said, “The
LORD, who jdelivered me from the
paw of the lion and from the paw of
the bear, He will deliver me from
the hand of this Philistine.” And
Saul said to David, “Go, and the
kLORD be with you!”

38So Saul clothed David with his
armor, and he put a bronze helmet
on his head; he also clothed him
with a coat of mail.

39David fastened his sword to his
armor and tried to walk, for he had
not tested them. And David said to
Saul, “I cannot walk with these, for
I have not tested them.” So David
took them off.

40Then he took his staff in his
hand; and he chose for himself five
smooth stones from the brook, and
put them in a shepherd’s bag, in a
pouch which he had, and his lsling
was in his hand. And he drew near
to the Philistine.

41So the Philistine came, and be-
gan drawing near to David, and the
man who bore the shield went be-
fore him.

42And when the Philistine looked
about and saw David, he mdisdained
him; for he was only a youth, nrud-
dy and good-looking.

43So the Philistine said to David,
“Am I a odog, that you come to me
with sticks?” And the Philistine
pcursed David by his gods.

44And the Philistine qsaid to Da-
vid, “Come to me, and I will give
your flesh to the birds of the air and
the beasts of the rfield!”

45Then David said to the Philis-
tine, “You come to me with a sword,



into his forehead, and he fell on his
face to the earth.

50So David prevailed over the
Philistine with a hsling and a stone,
and struck the Philistine and killed
him. But there was no sword in the
hand of David.

51Therefore David ran and stood
over the Philistine, took his isword
and drew it out of its sheath and
killed him, and cut off his head with
it. And when the Philistines saw that
their champion was dead, they jfled.

52Now the men of Israel and Ju-
dah arose and shouted, and pursued
the Philistines as far as the entrance
of the valley* and to the gates of Ek-
ron. And the wounded of the Philis-
tines fell along the road to Shaara-
im, even as far as Gath and Ekron.

53Then the children of Israel re-
turned from chasing the Philistines,
and they plundered their tents.

54And David took the head of the
Philistine and brought it to Jeru-
salem, but he put his armor in his
tent.

55When Saul saw David going out
against the Philistine, he said to
kAbner, the commander of the
army, “Abner, whose son is this
youth?” And Abner said, “As your
soul lives, O king, I do not know.”

56So the king said, “Inquire
whose lson this young man is.”

57Then, as David returned from
the slaughter of the Philistine, Ab-
ner took him and brought him be-

with a spear, and with a javelin. But
aI come to you in the name of the
LORD of hosts, the God of the armies
of Israel, whom you have bdefied.

46“This day the LORD will deliver
you into my hand, and I will strike
you and ctake your head from you.
And this day I will give the carcass-
es of the camp of the Philistines to
the birds of the air and the wild
beasts of the earth, that all the earth
may dknow that there is a God in
Israel.

47“Then all this assembly shall
know that the LORD edoes not save
with sword and spear; for the battle
is the fLORD’S, and He will give you
into our hands.”

48So it was, when the Philistine
arose and came and drew near to
meet David, that David hurried and
gran toward the army to meet the
Philistine.

49Then David put his hand in his
bag and took out a stone; and he
slung it and struck the Philistine in
his forehead, so that the stone sank
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David’s Travels in the Service of Saul

17:50 GIANTS IN THE LAND

Although Goliath is the most well-known giant in the
Bible, there are several places that refer to very large
people living in the land.

Giants on the earth Genesis 6:4
Giants in the Promised Land Numbers 13:33
The people named Emim Deuteronomy 2:10–11
The people named Zamzummim Deuteronomy 2:20
Og, King of Bashan Deuteronomy 3:11,13
Children of Anak Joshua 15:14
Goliath 1 Samuel 17:4
Ishbi-Benob 2 Samuel 21:16
Saph 2 Samuel 21:18
Brother of Goliath 2 Samuel 21:19
Man of great stature 2 Samuel 21:20



fore Saul with the head of the Philis-
tine in his hand.

58And Saul said to him, “Whose
son are you, young man?” So David
answered, “I am the son of your ser-
vant Jesse the Bethlehemite.”

David beloved by Jonathan

18NOW when he had finished
speaking to Saul, the soul of

Jonathan was knit to the soul of Da-
vid, and Jonathan loved him aas his
own soul.

2Saul took him that day, and
bwould not let him go home to his
father’s house anymore.

3Then Jonathan and David made
a ccovenant, because he loved him
as his own soul.

4And Jonathan took off the robe
that was on him and dgave it to Da-
vid, with his armor, even to his
sword and his bow and his belt.

Jealous Saul attempts to kill David
5So David went out wherever

Saul sent him, and behaved wisely.
And Saul set him over the men of
war, and he was accepted in the
sight of all the people and also in
the sight of Saul’s servants.

6Now it had happened as they
were coming home, when David
was returning from the slaughter of
the Philistine, that the women had
come out of all the cities of Israel,
singing and dancing, to meet King
Saul, with tambourines, with joy,
and with musical instruments.

7So the women sang as they
danced, and said:

“Saul has eslain his thousands,
And David his ften thousands.”

8Then Saul was very angry, and
the saying displeased him; and he
said, “They have ascribed to David
ten thousands, and to me they have
ascribed only thousands. Now what
more can he have but the gking-
dom?”

9So Saul eyed David from that day
forward.

10And it happened on the next
day that the hdistressing spirit from
God came upon Saul, and he
iprophesied inside the house. So
David jplayed music with his hand,
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as at other times; but there was a
kspear in Saul’s hand.

11And Saul cast the spear, for he
said, “I will pin David to the wall!”
But David escaped his presence
twice.

12Now Saul was lafraid of David,
because the LORD was with mhim,
but had departed from Saul.

13Therefore Saul removed him
from his presence, and made him
his captain over a thousand; and he
nwent out and came in before the
people.

14And David behaved wisely in all
his ways, and the LORD was with
him.

15Therefore, when Saul saw that
he behaved very wisely, he was
afraid of him.

16But all Israel and Judah loved
David, obecause he went out and
came in before them.

David marries Saul’s daughter
17Then Saul said to David, “Here

is my older daughter pMerab; I will
give her to you as a wife. Only be
valiant for me, and qfight the LORD’S
battles.” For Saul thought, “Let my
hand not be against him, but let the
rhand of the Philistines be against
him.”

18So David ssaid to Saul, “Who
am I, and what is my life or my fa-
ther’s family in Israel, that I should
be son-in-law to the king?”

19But it happened at the time
when Merab, Saul’s daughter,
should have been given to David,
that she was given to tAdriel the
uMeholathite as a wife.

20Now Michal, Saul’s daughter,

18:17 SAUL’S FAMILY TREE

Kish

Saul

(of Ahinoam) (of Rizpah)
Jonathan Armoni

Malchishua Mephibosheth
Ish-Bosheth
Abinadab

Merab (daughter)
Michal (daughter)



David is protected
from Saul three times

19NOW Saul spoke to Jonathan
his son and to all his ser-

vants, that they should kill gDavid;
but Jonathan, Saul’s son, delighted
hgreatly in David.

2So Jonathan told David, saying,
“My father Saul seeks to kill you.
Therefore please be on your guard
until morning, and stay in a secret
place and hide.

3“And I will go out and stand be-
side my father in the field where
you are, and I will speak with my
father about you. Then what I ob-
serve, I will tell iyou.”

4Thus Jonathan spoke well of Da-
vid to Saul his father, and said to
him, “Let not the king sin against
his servant, against David, because
he has not sinned against you, and
because his works have been very
jgood toward you.

5“For he k took his life in his
hands and lkilled the Philistine, and
the LORD brought about a great de-
liverance for all Israel. You saw it
and rejoiced. Why then will you sin
against minnocent blood, to kill Da-
vid without a cause?”

6So Saul heeded the voice of Jona-
than, and Saul swore, “As the LORD
lives, he shall not be killed.”

7Then Jonathan called David, and
Jonathan told him all these things.
So Jonathan brought David to Saul,
and he was in his presence nas in
times past.

8And there was war again; and Da-
vid went out and fought with the
Philistines, and ostruck them with a
mighty blow, and they fled from him.

9Now the pdistressing spirit from
the LORD came upon Saul as he sat
in his house with his spear in his
hand. And David was playing music
with his hand.

10Then Saul sought to pin David
to the wall with the spear, but he
slipped away from Saul’s presence;
and he drove the spear into the
wall. So David fled and escaped that
night.

11Saul also sent messengers to
David’s house to qwatch him and to
kill him in the morning. And Mi-
chal, David’s wife, told him, saying,

loved David. And they told Saul,
and the thing pleased him.

21So Saul said, “I will give her to
him, that she may be a snare to
him, and that the ahand of the Phi-
listines may be against him.” There-
fore Saul said to David a second
time, “You shall be my son-in-law
today.”

22And Saul commanded his ser-
vants, “Communicate with David
secretly, and say, ‘Look, the king has
delight in you, and all his servants
love you. Now therefore, become
the king’s son-in-law.’ ”

23So Saul’s servants spoke those
words in the hearing of David. And
David said, “Does it seem to you a
light thing to be a king’s son-in-law,
seeing I am a bpoor and lightly es-
teemed man?”

24And the servants of Saul told
him, saying, “In this manner David
spoke.”

25Then Saul said, “Thus you shall
say to David: ‘The king does not de-
sire any cdowry but one hundred
foreskins of the Philistines, to take
dvengeance on the king’s enemies.’ ”
But Saul thought to make David fall
by the hand of the Philistines.

26So when his servants told David
these words, it pleased David well
to become the king’s son-in-law.
Now the days had not expired;

27therefore David arose and
went, he and his men, and killed
two hundred men of the Philistines.
And David brought their eforeskins,
and they gave them in full count to
the king, that he might become the
king’s son-in-law. Then Saul gave
him Michal his daughter as a wife.

28Thus Saul saw and knew that
the LORD was with David, and that
Michal, Saul’s daughter, loved him;

29and Saul was still more afraid of
David. So Saul became David’s ene-
my continually.

30Then the princes of the Philis-
tines went out to war. And so it
was, whenever they went out, that
David behaved more fwisely than all
the servants of Saul, so that his
name became highly esteemed.
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“If you do not save your life tonight,
tomorrow you will be killed.”

12So Michal a let David down
through a window. And he went
and fled and escaped.

13And Michal took an image and
laid it in the bed, put a cover of
goats’ hair for his head, and covered
it with clothes.

14So when Saul sent messengers
to take David, she said, “He is sick.”

15Then Saul sent the messengers
back to see David, saying, “Bring
him up to me in the bed, that I may
kill him.”

16And when the messengers had
come in, there was the image in the
bed, with a cover of goats’ hair for
his head.

17Then Saul said to Michal, “Why
have you deceived me like this, and
sent my enemy away, so that he has
escaped?” And Michal answered
Saul, “He said to me, ‘Let me go!
Why should I kill you?’ ”

18So David fled and escaped, and
went to bSamuel at cRamah, and
told him all that Saul had done to
him. And he and Samuel went and
stayed in dNaioth.

19Now it was told Saul, saying,
“Take note, David is at Naioth in
Ramah!”

20Then Saul sent messengers to
take David. And when they saw the
egroup of prophets prophesying,
and Samuel standing as leader over
them, the fSpirit of God came upon
the messengers of Saul, and they
also prophesied.

21And when Saul was told, he
sent other messengers, and they
prophesied likewise. Then Saul sent
messengers again the third time,
and they prophesied also.

22Then he also went to Ramah,
and came to the great well that is at
Sechu. So he asked, and said,
“Where are Samuel and David?”
And someone said, “Indeed they are
at Naioth in Ramah.”

23So he went there to Naioth in
Ramah. Then the Spirit of God was
upon him also, and he went on and
prophesied until he came to Naioth
in Ramah.

24And he also stripped off his
clothes and prophesied gbefore
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Samuel in like manner, and lay
down hnaked all that day and all
that night. Therefore they say, “Is
iSaul also among the prophets?”

David and Jonathan renew covenant

20THEN David fled from Nai-
oth in Ramah, and went and

jsaid to Jonathan, “What have I
done? What is my iniquity, and
what is my sin before your father,
that he seeks my life?”

2So Jonathan said to him, “By no
means! You shall not die! Indeed,
my father will do nothing either
great or small without first ktelling
me. And why should my father hide
this thing from me? It is not so!”

3Then David took an oath again,
and said, “Your father certainly
knows that I have found favor in
your eyes, and he has said, ‘Do not
let Jonathan know this, lest he be
grieved.’ But ltruly, as the LORD lives
and as your soul lives, there is but a
step between me and death.”

4So Jonathan said to David,
“Whatever you yourself desire, I
will do it for you.”

5And David said to Jonathan, “In-
deed tomorrow is the mNew Moon,
and I should not fail to sit with the
king to eat. But let me go, that I may
hide in the nfield until the third day
at evening.

6“If your father misses me at all,
then say, ‘David earnestly asked per-
mission of me that he might run
over to oBethlehem, his city, for
there is a yearly sacrifice there for
all the family.’

7“If he says thus: ‘It is well,’ your
servant will be safe. But if he is very
angry, be sure that pevil is deter-
mined by him.

8“Therefore you shall deal kindly
with your servant, for you have
brought your servant into a qcov-
enant of the LORD with you. Never-
theless, if there is iniquity in me,
kill me yourself, for why should you
bring me to your father?”

9But Jonathan said, “Far be it
from you! For if I knew certainly
that evil was determined by my fa-
ther to come upon you, then would
I not tell you?”

10Then David said to Jonathan,



23“And as for the hmatter which
you and I have spoken of, indeed
the iLORD be between you and me
forever.”

Saul angry with Jonathan
24Then David hid in the field. And

when the New Moon had come, the
king sat down to eat the feast.

25Now the king sat on his seat, as
at other times, on a seat by the wall.
And Jonathan arose,* and Abner sat
by Saul’s side, but David’s place was
empty.

26Nevertheless Saul did not say
anything that day, for he thought,
“Something has happened to him;
he is junclean, surely he is unclean.”

27And it happened the next day,
the second day of the month, that
David’s place was empty. And Saul
said to Jonathan his son, “Why has
the son of Jesse not come to eat, ei-
ther yesterday or today?”

28So Jonathan answered Saul,
“David earnestly asked permission
of me to go to Bethlehem.

29“And he said, ‘Please let me go,
for our family has a sacrifice in the
city, and my brother has command-
ed me to be there. And now, if I
have found favor in your eyes,
please let me get away and see my
brothers.’ Therefore he has not
come to the king’s table.”

30Then Saul’s anger was aroused
against Jonathan, and he said to
him, “You son of a perverse, rebel-
lious woman! Do I not know that
you have chosen the son of Jesse to
your own shame and to the shame
of your mother’s nakedness?

31“For as long as the son of Jesse
lives on the earth, you shall not be
established, nor your kkingdom.
Now therefore, send and bring him
to lme, for he shall surely die.”

32And Jonathan answered Saul
his father, and said to him, “Why
should he be killed? mWhat has he
done?”

33Then Saul cast a nspear at him
to kill him, by which Jonathan
knew that it was determined by his
father to kill David.

“Who will tell me, or what if your
father answers you roughly?”

11And Jonathan said to David,
“Come, let us go out into the field.”
So both of them went out into the
field.

12Then Jonathan said to David:
“The LORD God of Israel is witness!
When I have sounded out my father
sometime tomorrow, or the third
day, and indeed there is good to-
ward David, and I do not send to
you and tell you,

13a“may the LORD do so and much
more to Jonathan. But if it pleases
my father to do you evil, then I will
report it to you and send you away,
that you may go in safety. And the
LORD be with byou as He has cbeen
with my father.

14“And you shall not only show
me the kindness of the LORD while I
still live, that I may not die;

15“but you shall dnot cut off your
kindness from my house forever,
no, not when the LORD has cut off
every one of the enemies of David
from the face of the earth.”

16So Jonathan made a ecovenant
with the house of David, saying,
“Let the LORD frequire it at the hand
of David’s enemies.”

17Now Jonathan again caused Da-
vid to vow, because he loved him;
for he loved him gas he loved his
own soul.

18Then Jonathan said to David,
“Tomorrow is the New Moon; and
you will be missed, because your
seat will be empty.

19“And when you have stayed
three days, go down quickly and
come to the place where you hid on
the day of the deed; and remain by
the stone Ezel.

20“Then I will shoot three arrows
to the side, as though I shot at a tar-
get;

21“and there I will send a lad, say-
ing, ‘Go, find the arrows.’ If I ex-
pressly say to the lad, ‘Look, the ar-
rows are on this side of you; get them
and come’—then, as the LORD lives,
there is safety for you and no harm.

22“But if I say thus to the young
man, ‘Look, the arrows are beyond
you’—go your way, for the LORD has
sent you away.
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34So Jonathan arose from the
table in fierce anger, and ate no food
the second day of the month, for he
was grieved for David, because his
father had treated him shamefully.

35And so it was, in the morning,
that Jonathan went out into the
field at the time appointed with Da-
vid, and a little lad was with him.

36Then he said to his lad, “Now
run, find the arrows which I shoot.”
As the lad ran, he shot an arrow be-
yond him.

37When the lad had come to the
place where the arrow was which
Jonathan had shot, Jonathan cried
out after the lad and said, “Is not
the arrow abeyond you?”

38And Jonathan cried out after the
lad, “Make haste, hurry, do not de-
lay!” So Jonathan’s lad gathered up
the arrows and came back to his
master.

39But the lad did not know any-
thing. Only Jonathan and David
knew of the matter.

40Then Jonathan gave his
weapons to his lad, and said to him,
“Go, carry them to the city.”

41As soon as the lad had gone,
David arose from a place toward the
south, fell on his face to the ground,
and bowed down three times. And
they kissed one another; and they
wept together, but David more so.

42Then Jonathan said to David,
“Go in peace, since we have both
sworn in the name of the LORD, say-
ing, ‘May the LORD be between you
and me, and between your descen-
dants and my descendants, forev-
er.’ ” So he arose and departed, and
Jonathan went into the city.

David flees

21NOW David came to Nob, to
Ahimelech the priest. And

Ahimelech was afraid when he met
David, and said to him, “Why are
you alone, and no one is with you?”

2So David said to Ahimelech the
priest, “The king has ordered me on
some business, and said to me, ‘Do
not let anyone know anything about
the business on which I send you,
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or what I have commanded you.’
And I have directed my young men
to such and such a place.

3“Now therefore, what have you
on hand? Give me five loaves of
bread in my hand, or whatever can
be found.”

4And the priest answered David
and said, “There is no common
bread on hand; but there is bholy
bread, if the young men have at least
kept themselves from cwomen.”

5Then David answered the priest,
and said to him, “Truly, women
have been kept from us about three
days since I came out. And the ves-
sels of the young men are holy, and
the bread is in effect common, even
though it was consecrated in the
vessel this day.”

6So the priest gave him holy
bread; for there was no bread there
but the dshowbread which had
been taken from before the eLORD,
in order to put hot bread in its place
on the day when it was taken away.

7Now a certain man of the servants
of Saul was there that day, detained
before the LORD. And his name was
fDoeg, an Edomite, the chief of the
herdsmen who belonged to Saul.

8And David said to Ahimelech,
“Is there not here on hand a spear
or a sword? For I have brought nei-
ther my sword nor my weapons
with me, because the king’s busi-
ness required haste.”

9So the priest said, “The gsword
of Goliath the Philistine, whom you
killed in the Valley of Elah, there it
is, wrapped in a cloth behind the
ephod. If you will take that, take it.
For there is no other hexcept that
one here.” And David said, “There
is none like it; give it to me.”

David, for fear of Saul, seeks safety
at Gath

10Then David arose and fled that
day from before Saul, and went to
Achish the king of Gath.

11And the iservants of Achish said
to him, “Is this not David the king of
the land? Did they not sing of him to
one another in dances, saying:

21:1 Ahimelech. Called Ahijah, 1 Sam. 14:3; also Abia-
thar, Mark 2:26.

Ahimelech: of the king. A priest at Nob who gave Da-
vid the showbread to eat when he was starving.



7then Saul said to his servants who
stood about him, “Hear now, you
Benjamites! Will the json of Jesse
give every one of you fields and vine-
yards, and make you all captains of
thousands and captains of hundreds?

8“All of you have conspired
against me, and there is no one who
reveals to me that my son has made
a kcovenant with the son of Jesse;
and there is not one of you who is
lsorry for me or reveals to me that
my son has stirred up my servant
against me, to lie in wait, as it is
this day.”

9Then answered mDoeg the
Edomite, who was set over the ser-
vants of Saul, and said, “I saw the
son of Jesse going to nNob, to Ahim-
elech the son of oAhitub.

10“And he inquired of the LORD
for him, gave him provisions, and
gave him the sword of Goliath the
Philistine.”

11So the king sent to call Ahim-
elech the priest, the son of Ahitub,
and all his father’s house, the priests

‘Saul has slain his thousands,
And David his aten thousands’?”

12Now David took these words to
heart, and was bvery much afraid of
Achish the king of Gath.

13So he cchanged his behavior be-
fore them, pretended madness in
their hands, scratched on the doors
of the gate, and let his saliva fall
down on his beard.

14Then Achish said to his servants,
“Look, you see the man is insane.
Why have you brought him to me?

15“Have I need of madmen, that
you have brought this fellow to play
the madman in my presence? Shall
this fellow come into my house?”

David and his mighty men at
Adullam (cp. 1 Chr. 12:16–18)

22DAVID therefore departed
from there and escaped to the

dcave of Adullam. So when his broth-
ers and all his father’s house heard it,
they went down there to him.

2And everyone who was in dis-
tress, everyone who was in debt,
and everyone who was discontent-
ed gathered to him. So he became
ecaptain over them. And there were
about ffour hundred men with him.

3Then David went from there to
Mizpah of gMoab; and he said to the
king of Moab, “Please let my father
and mother come here with you, till
I know what God will do for me.”

4So he brought them before the
king of Moab, and they dwelt with
him all the time that David was in
the stronghold.

5Now the prophet hGad said to
David, “Do not stay in the strong-
hold; depart, and go to the land of
Judah.” So David departed and went
into the forest of Hereth.

Saul kills priests
6When Saul heard that David and

the men who were with him had
been discovered—now Saul was
staying in iGibeah under a tamarisk
tree in Ramah, with his spear in his
hand, and all his servants standing
about him—
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who were in Nob. And they all
came to the king.

12And Saul said, “Hear now, son
of Ahitub!” He answered, “Here I
am, my lord.”

13Then Saul said to him, “Why
have you conspired against me, you
and the son of Jesse, in that you
have given him bread and a sword,
and have inquired of God for him,
that he should rise against me, to lie
in wait, as it is this day?”

14So Ahimelech answered the
king and said, “And who among all
your servants is as afaithful as Da-
vid, who is the king’s son-in-law,
who goes at your bidding, and is
honorable in your house?

15“Did I then begin to inquire of
God for him? Far be it from me! Let
not the king impute anything to his
servant, or to any in the house of
my father. For your servant knew
nothing of all this, little or much.”

16And the king said, “You shall
surely die, Ahimelech, you and all
byour father’s house!”

17Then the king said to the
guards who stood about him, “Turn
and kill the priests of the LORD, be-
cause their hand also is with David,
and because they knew when he
fled and did not tell it to me.” But
the servants of the king would not
clift their hands to strike the priests
of the LORD.

18And the king said to Doeg, “You
turn and kill the priests!” So Doeg
the Edomite turned and struck the
priests, and dkilled on that day
eighty-five men who wore a linen
ephod.

19Also eNob, the fcity of the
priests, he struck with the edge of
the sword, both men and women,
children and nursing infants, oxen
and donkeys and sheep—with the
edge of the sword.

20Now one of the sons of Ahim-
elech the son of Ahitub, named gAbi-
athar, hescaped and fled after David.

21And Abiathar told David that
Saul had killed the LORD’S priests.

22So David said to Abiathar, “I
knew that day, when Doeg the
Edomite was there, that he would
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surely tell Saul. I have caused the
death of all the persons of your fa-
ther’s house.

23“Stay with me; do not fear. For
he who seeks my life seeks your
life, but with me you shall be safe.”

David saves Keilah from the Philistines

23THEN they told David, say-
ing, “Look, the Philistines are

fighting against iKeilah, and they are
robbing the threshing floors.”

2Therefore David jinquired of the
LORD, saying, “Shall I go and attack
these Philistines?” And the LORD
said to David, “Go and attack the
Philistines, and save Keilah.”

3But David’s men said to him,
“Look, we are afraid here in Judah.
How much more then if we go to
Keilah against the armies of the Phi-
listines?”

4Then David inquired of the LORD
once again. And the LORD answered
him and said, “Arise, go down to
Keilah. For I will deliver the Philis-
tines into your hand.”

5And David and his men went to
Keilah and kfought with the Philis-
tines, struck them with a mighty
blow, and took away their livestock.
So David saved the inhabitants of
Keilah.

6Now it happened, when Abia-
thar the son of Ahimelech lfled to
David at Keilah, that he went down
with an ephod in his hand.

7And Saul was told that David had
gone to Keilah. So Saul said, “God
has delivered him into my hand, for
he has shut himself in by entering a
town that has gates and bars.”

8Then Saul called all the people
together for war, to go down to Kei-
lah to besiege David and his men.

9When David knew that Saul plot-
ted evil against him, he msaid to
Abiathar the priest, “Bring the
ephod here.”

10Then David said, “O LORD God
of Israel, Your servant has certainly
heard that Saul seeks to come to Ke-
ilah to destroy the city for my sake.

11“Will the men of Keilah deliver
me into his hand? Will Saul come
down, as Your servant has heard?

22:15 impute. For divine imputation, see James 2:23, note; compare 2 Sam. 19:19.



23“See therefore, and take knowl-
edge of all the lurking places where
he hides; and come back to me with
certainty, and I will go with you.
And it shall be, if he is in the land,
that I will lsearch for him through-
out all the clans* of Judah.”

24So they arose and went to Ziph
before Saul. But David and his men
were in the Wilderness of mMaon, in
the nplain on the south of Jeshimon.

25When Saul and his men went to
seek him, they told David. There-
fore he went down to the rock, and
stayed in the Wilderness of Maon.
And when Saul heard that, he pur-
sued David in the Wilderness of
Maon.

26Then Saul went on one side of
the mountain, and David and his
men on the other side of the moun-
tain. So David made haste to get
away from Saul, for Saul and his
men were oencircling David and his
men to take them.

27But a pmessenger came to Saul,
saying, “Hurry and come, for the
Philistines have invaded the land!”

28Therefore Saul returned from
pursuing David, and went against
the Philistines; so they called that
place the Rock of Escape.*

29Then David went up from there
and dwelt in strongholds at qEn
Gedi.

David’s mercy to Saul in En Gedi

24NOW it happened, when
Saul had returned from fol-

lowing the Philistines, that it was
rtold him, saying, “Take note! David
is in the Wilderness of En Gedi.”

2Then Saul took sthree thousand
chosen men from all Israel, and
went to seek David and his men on
the Rocks of the Wild Goats.

3So he came to the sheepfolds by
the road, where there was a tcave;
and Saul went in to uattend to his
needs. (David and his men were
staying in the recesses of the cave.)

4Then the men of David said to

O LORD God of Israel, I pray, tell
Your servant.” And the LORD said,
“He will come down.”

12Then David said, “Will the men
of Keilah deliver me and my men
into the hand of Saul?” And the
LORD said, “They will deliver ayou.”

God protects David again; David goes
to En Gedi

13So David and his men, about
bsix hundred, arose and departed
from Keilah and went cwherever
they could go. Then it was told Saul
that David had escaped from Keilah;
so he halted the expedition.

14And David stayed in strong-
holds in the dwilderness, and re-
mained in the mountains in the
Wilderness of Ziph. Saul sought him
every day, but eGod did not deliver
him into his hand.

15So David saw that Saul had come
out to seek his life. And David was in
the Wilderness of Ziph in a forest.

16Then Jonathan, Saul’s son, arose
and went to David in the woods and
strengthened his hand in God.

17And he said to him, f“Do not
fear, for the hand of Saul my father
shall not find you. You shall be gking
over Israel, and I shall be next to you.
Even my father Saul knows that.”

18So the two of them made a
hcovenant before the LORD. And Da-
vid stayed in the woods, and Jona-
than went to his own house.

19 iThen the Ziphites came up to
Saul at Gibeah, saying, “Is David
not hiding with us in strongholds in
the woods, in the hill of Hachilah,
which is on the south of Jeshimon?

20“Now therefore, O king, come
down according to all the desire of
your soul to come down; and jour
part shall be to deliver him into the
king’s hand.”

21And Saul said, “Blessed are you
of the LORD, for you have kcompas-
sion on me.

22“Please go and find out for sure,
and see the place where his hideout
is, and who has seen him there. For
I am told he is very crafty.
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him, a“This is the day of which the
LORD said to you, ‘Behold, I will de-
liver your enemy into your hand, that
you may do to him as it seems good
to you.’ ” And David arose and se-
cretly cut off a corner of Saul’s robe.

5Now it happened afterward that
David’s heart btroubled him because
he had cut Saul’s robe.

6And he said to his men, “The
cLORD forbid that I should do this
thing to my master, the LORD’S
anointed, to stretch out my hand
against him, seeing he is the anoint-
ed of the LORD.”

7So David restrained his servants
with these words, and did not allow
them to rise against Saul. And Saul
got up from the cave and went on
his way.

8David also arose afterward, went
out of the cave, and called out to
Saul, saying, “My lord the king!”
And when Saul looked behind him,
David stooped with his face to the
earth, and bowed down.

9And David said to Saul: “Why do
you listen to the words of men who
say, ‘Indeed David seeks your harm’?

10“Look, this day your eyes have
seen that the LORD delivered you to-
day into my hand in the cave, and
someone urged me to kill you. But
my eye spared you, and I said, ‘I will
not stretch out my hand against my
lord, for he is the LORD’S anointed.’

11“Moreover, my father, see! Yes,
see the corner of your robe in my
hand! For in that I cut off the corner
of your robe, and did not kill you,
know and see that there is neither
evil nor rebellion in my hand, and I
have dnot sinned against you. Yet
you ehunt my life to take it.

12“Let the LORD f judge between
you and me, and let the LORD
avenge me on you. But my hand
shall not be against you.

13“As the proverb of the ancients
says, g ‘Wickedness proceeds from
the wicked.’ But my hand shall not
be against you.

14“After whom has the king of Is-
rael come out? Whom do you pur-
sue? A dead dog? A flea?

24:15

h Ps. 35:1; cp.
1 Sam. 25:39

24:16

i 1 Sam. 26:17

24:17

j 1 Sam. 26:21

24:20

k 1 Sam. 23:17

24:21

l 2 Sam. 21:1-9

24:22

m 1 Sam. 23:29

25:1

n 1 Sam. 28:3

o Num. 20:29;
Deut. 34:8

p Gen. 21:21;
Num. 10:12

25:2

q 1 Sam. 23:24

r Josh. 15:55

24:4

a 1 Sam. 26:8-11

24:5

b 2 Sam. 24:10

24:6

c 1 Sam. 26:11

24:11

d Judg. 11:27

e 1 Sam. 26:20

24:12

f 1 Sam. 26:10-23

24:13

g Matt. 7:16-20

1 SAMUEL 24:5—25:3 415
15“Therefore let the LORD be

judge, and judge between you and
me, and see and hplead my case,
and deliver me out of your hand.”

16So it was, when David had fin-
ished speaking these words to Saul,
that Saul said, “Is this your ivoice,
my son David?” And Saul lifted up
his voice and wept.

17Then he said to David: “You are
more righteous than jI; for you have
rewarded me with good, whereas I
have rewarded you with evil.

18“And you have shown this day
how you have dealt well with me;
for when the LORD delivered me
into your hand, you did not kill me.

19“For if a man finds his enemy,
will he let him get away safely?
Therefore may the LORD reward you
with good for what you have done
to me this day.

20“And now kI know indeed that
you shall surely be king, and that
the kingdom of Israel shall be estab-
lished in your hand.

21“Therefore swear now to me by
the LORD lthat you will not cut off
my descendants after me, and that
you will not destroy my name from
my father’s house.”

22So David swore to Saul. And
Saul went home, but David and his
men went up to the mstronghold.

Samuel dies and is mourned

25THEN Samuel ndied; and the
Israelites gathered together

and olamented for him, and buried
him at his home in Ramah. And Da-
vid arose and went down to the
Wilderness of pParan.*

Nabal’s ingratitude; Abigail’s wisdom
2Now there was a man in qMaon

whose business was in rCarmel, and
the man was very rich. He had
three thousand sheep and a thou-
sand goats. And he was shearing his
sheep in Carmel.

3The name of the man was Nabal,
and the name of his wife Abigail.
And she was a woman of good un-
*25:1 Following Masoretic Text, Syriac, Targum,
and Vulgate; Septuagint reads Maon.

Carmel: park. A town in the hill country of Judah.
Home of Nabal and Abigail.

25:3 Nabal. Literally fool, v. 25.



wilderness to greet our master; and
he reviled them.

15“But the men were very good to
us, and gwe were not hurt, nor did
we miss anything as long as we ac-
companied them, when we were in
the fields.

16“They were a wall to us both by
night and day, all the time we were
with them keeping the sheep.

17“Now therefore, know and con-
sider what you will do, for harm is
determined against our master and
against all his household. For he is
such a hscoundrel* that one cannot
speak to him.”

18Then Abigail made haste and
itook two hundred loaves of bread,
two skins of wine, five sheep al-
ready dressed, five jseahs of roasted
grain, one hundred clusters of
raisins, and two hundred cakes of
figs, and loaded them on donkeys.

19And she said to her servants,
“Go on before me; see, I am coming
after you.” But she did not tell her
husband Nabal.

20So it was, as she rode on the
donkey, that she went down under
cover of the hill; and there were Da-
vid and his men, coming down to-
ward her, and she met them.

21Now David had said, “Surely in
vain I have protected all that this
fellow has in the wilderness, so that
nothing was missed of all that be-
longs to him. And he has repaid me
evil for kgood.

22“May God do so, and more also,
to the enemies of David, if I leave
one male of all who belong to him
by morning light.”

23Now when Abigail saw David,
she ldismounted quickly from the
donkey, mfell on her face before Da-
vid, and bowed down to the ground.

24So she fell at his feet and said:
“On me, my lord, on me let this in-
iquity be! And please let your maid-
servant speak in your ears, and hear
the words of your maidservant.

25“Please, let not my lord regard
this scoundrel Nabal. For as his
name is, so is he: Nabal* is his name,

derstanding and beautiful appear-
ance; but the man was aharsh and
evil in his doings. He was of the
house of bCaleb.

4When David heard in the wilder-
ness that Nabal was cshearing his
sheep,

5David sent ten young men; and
David said to the young men, “Go
up to Carmel, go to Nabal, and greet
him in my name.

6“And thus you shall say to him
who lives in prosperity: d‘Peace be
to you, peace to your house, and
peace to all that you have!

7‘Now I have heard that you have
shearers. Your shepherds were with
us, and we did not hurt them, nor
was there anything missing from
them all the while they were in Car-
mel.

8‘Ask your young men, and they
will tell you. Therefore let my young
men find favor in your eyes, for we
come on a feast day. Please give
whatever comes to your hand to
your servants and to your son Da-
vid.’ ”

9So when David’s young men
came, they spoke to Nabal accord-
ing to all these words in the name
of David, and waited.

10Then Nabal answered David’s
servants, and said, “Who is David,
and who is the son of Jesse? There
are many servants nowadays who
break away each one from his mas-
ter.

11e“Shall I then take my bread
and my water and my meat that I
have killed for my shearers, and
give it to men when I do not know
where they are from?”

12So David’s young men turned on
their heels and went back; and they
came and told him all these words.

13Then David said to his men,
“Every man gird on his sword.” So
every man girded on his sword, and
David also girded on his sword. And
about four hundred men went with
David, and two hundred stayed
with the fsupplies.

14Now one of the young men told
Abigail, Nabal’s wife, saying, “Look,
David sent messengers from the
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and folly is with him! But I, your
maidservant, did not see the young
men of my lord whom you sent.

26“Now therefore, my lord, as the
LORD lives and as your soul lives,
since the LORD has held you back
from coming to bloodshed and from
aavenging yourself with your own
hand, now then, blet your enemies
and those who seek harm for my
lord be as Nabal.

27“And now this cpresent which
your maidservant has brought to my
lord, let it be given to the young
men who follow my lord.

28“Please forgive the trespass of
your maidservant. For the LORD will
certainly make for my lord an den-
during house, because my lord
efights the battles of the LORD, and
fevil is not found in you throughout
your days.

29“Yet a man has risen to pursue
you and seek your life, but the life
of my lord shall be gbound in the
bundle of the living with the LORD
your God; and the lives of your ene-
mies He shall hsling out, as from the
pocket of a sling.

30“And it shall come to pass,
when the LORD has done for my lord
according to all the good that He
has spoken concerning you, and has
appointed you iruler over Israel,

31“that this will be no grief to
you, nor offense of heart to my lord,
either that you have shed blood
without cause, or that my lord has
avenged himself. But when the
LORD has dealt well with my lord,
then remember your maidservant.”

32Then David said to Abigail:
“Blessed is the LORD God of Israel,
who sent you this day to meet me!

33“And blessed is your advice and
blessed are you, because you have
kept me this day from coming to
bloodshed and from avenging my-
self with my own hand.

34“For indeed, as the LORD God of
Israel lives, who has kept me back
from hurting you, unless you had
hurried and come to meet me, sure-
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ly by morning light no males would
have been left to Nabal!”

35So David received from her
hand what she had brought him,
and said to her, “Go up in peace to
your house. See, I have heeded your
voice and respected your person.”

Nabal dies
36Now Abigail went to Nabal, and

there he was, holding a feast in his
house, like the feast of a king. And
Nabal’s heart was jmerry within
him, for he was very drunk; there-
fore she told him nothing, little or
much, until morning light.

37So it was, in the morning, when
the wine had gone from Nabal, and
his wife had told him these things,
that his heart died within him, and
he became like a stone.

38Then it happened, after about
ten days, that the LORD kstruck Na-
bal, and he died.

39So when David heard that Nabal
was dead, he said, l“Blessed be the
LORD, who has mpleaded the cause
of my reproach from the hand of Na-
bal, and has kept His servant from
evil! For the LORD has returned the
wickedness of Nabal on his own
head.” And David sent and proposed
to Abigail, to take her as his wife.

40When the servants of David had
come to Abigail at Carmel, they
spoke to her saying, “David sent us to
you, to ask you to become his wife.”

41Then she arose, bowed her face
to the earth, and said, “Here is your
maidservant, a servant to nwash the
feet of the servants of my lord.”

42So Abigail rose in haste and
rode on a donkey, attended by five
of her maidens; and she followed
the messengers of David, and be-
came his wife.

43David also took oAhinoam of
pJezreel, and so both of them were
his wives.

44But Saul had given qMichal his
daughter, David’s wife, to Palti* the
son of Laish, who was from Gallim.
*25:44 Spelled Paltiel in 2 Samuel 3:15

Nabal: foolish. A foolish man who refused David hos-
pitality when he was fleeing from Saul.

Abigail: father of exultation. The wise wife of Nabal
who apologized for her husband’s blunder and fed
David and his troops. Later she became David’s wife.



stretch out his hand against the
LORD’S anointed, and be guiltless?”

10David said furthermore, “As the
LORD lives, the hLORD shall strike
him, or his day shall come to idie, or
he shall go out to battle and jperish.

11“The LORD kforbid that I should
stretch out my hand against the
LORD’S anointed. But please, take
now the spear and the jug of water
that are by his head, and let us go.”

12So David took the spear and the
jug of water by Saul’s head, and they
got away; and no man saw or knew
it or awoke. For they were all
asleep, because a ldeep sleep from
the LORD had fallen on them.

13Now David went over to the
other side, and stood on the top of a
hill afar off, a great distance being
between them.

14And David called out to the
people and to Abner the son of Ner,
saying, “Do you not answer, Ab-
ner?” Then Abner answered and
said, “Who are you, calling out to
the king?”

15So David said to Abner, “Are
you not a man? And who is like you
in Israel? Why then have you not
guarded your lord the king? For one
of the people came in to destroy
your lord the king.

16“This thing that you have done
is not good. As the LORD lives, you
deserve to die, because you have
not guarded your master, the LORD’S
anointed. And now see where the
king’s spear is, and the jug of water
that was by his head.”

17Then Saul knew David’s voice,
and said, “Is that your voice, my son
David?” David said, “It is my voice,
my lord, O king.”

18And he said, “Why does my
lord thus pursue his servant? For
what have I done, or what evil is in
my hand?

19“Now therefore, please, let my

David again spares Saul

26NOW the Ziphites came to
Saul at Gibeah, saying, “Is

David not hiding in the hill of
Hachilah, opposite aJeshimon?”

2Then Saul arose and went down
to the Wilderness of Ziph, having
bthree thousand chosen men of Isra-
el with him, to seek David in the
Wilderness of Ziph.

3And Saul encamped in the hill of
Hachilah, which is opposite Jeshi-
mon, by the road. But David stayed
in the wilderness, and he saw that
Saul came after him into the wilder-
ness.

4David therefore sent out spies,
and understood that Saul had in-
deed come.

5So David arose and came to the
place where Saul had encamped.
And David saw the place where
Saul lay, and cAbner the son of Ner,
the commander of his army. Now
Saul lay within the camp, with the
people encamped all around him.

6Then David answered, and said
to Ahimelech the Hittite and to
Abishai the son of Zeruiah, brother
of dJoab, saying, “Who will go down
with me to Saul in the camp?” And
eAbishai said, “I will go down with
you.”

7So David and Abishai came to
the people by night; and there Saul
lay sleeping within the camp, with
his spear stuck in the ground by his
head. And Abner and the people lay
all around him.

8Then Abishai said to David,
f“God has delivered your enemy
into your hand this day. Now there-
fore, please, let me strike him at
once with the spear, right to the
earth; and I will not have to strike
him a second time!”

9But David said to Abishai, “Do
not destroy him; for gwho can
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Abner: of light. The commander of King Saul’s army.

26:6 Hittite. Until the twentieth century the Hittites
were unknown apart from the Bible. This once puzzling
reference to them has, however, been illuminated by the
findings of archaeology. From Egyptian monuments (Tell
el-Amarna Tablets) and the Assyrian texts, it has been
shown that these were the Kheta or Hatti. Expeditions in

the first dozen years of this century have revealed that Bog-
haz-koi in Asia Minor (east of Ankara, Turkey) was the cap-
ital of the Hittite Empire. Periods of Hittite prominence:
about 2000–1800 B.C. and about 1400–1200 B.C.

Abishai: of a gift. A loyal companion to David during
battle.



lord the king hear the words of his
servant: If the aLORD has stirred you
up against me, let Him accept an of-
fering. But if it is the children of
men, may they be bcursed before
the LORD, for they have driven me
out this day from sharing in the cin-
heritance of the LORD, saying, ‘Go,
serve other gods.’

20“So now, do not let my blood fall
to the earth before the face of the
dLORD. For the king of Israel has
come out to seek a eflea, as when one
hunts a partridge in the mountains.”

Saul admits his guilt
21Then Saul said, f“I have sinned.

Return, my son David. For I will
harm you no more, because my glife
was precious in your eyes this day.
Indeed I have played the hfool and
erred exceedingly.”

22And David answered and said,
“Here is the king’s spear. Let one of
the young men come over and get it.

23“May the iLORD jrepay every
man for his righteousness and his
faithfulness; for the LORD delivered
you into my hand today, but I would
not stretch out my hand against the
LORD’S anointed.

24“And indeed, as your life was
kvalued much this day in my eyes,
so let my life be valued much in the
eyes of the LORD, and let Him deliv-
er me out of all tribulation.”

25Then Saul said to David, “May
you be blessed, my son David! You
shall both do great things and also
still lprevail.” So David went on his
way, and Saul returned to his place.
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David seeks shelter

27AND David msaid in his
heart, “Now I shall perish

someday by the hand of Saul. There
is nothing better for me than that I
should speedily escape to the land
of the Philistines; and Saul will de-
spair of me, to seek me anymore in
any part of Israel. So I shall escape
out of his hand.”

2Then David arose and went over
with the six hundred nmen who
were with him to oAchish the son of
Maoch, king of Gath.

3So David dwelt with Achish at
Gath, he and his men, each man
with his household, and David with
his two wives, pAhinoam the Jez-
reelitess, and qAbigail the Carmel-
itess, Nabal’s widow.

4And it was told Saul that David
had fled to Gath; so he sought him
no more.

5Then David said to Achish, “If I
have now found favor in your eyes,
let them give me a place in some
town in the country, that I may dwell
there. For why should your servant
dwell in the royal city with you?”

6So Achish gave him rZiklag that
day. Therefore Ziklag has belonged
to the kings of Judah to this day.

7Now the time that David sdwelt
in the country of the Philistines was
one full year and four months.

8And David and his men went up
and raided the tGeshurites, the
uGirzites,* and the vAmalekites. For
those nations were the inhabitants
of the land from of old, as you go to
*27:8 Or Gezrites

26:25 THE ENCOUNTERS OF SAUL AND DAVID

Incident Reference
David comes to calm Saul by playing the harp. 16:16,23
David becomes Saul’s armor bearer. 16:21
David asks Saul to let him fight Goliath. 17:32–37
Saul’s son, Jonathan, and David become close friends. 18:1; 20
Saul takes David into his own home. 18:2
Saul becomes jealous of David and tries to kill him. 18:6–12
Saul makes David captain in the army. 18:13
Saul’s daughter, Michal, loves and marries David. 18:20–27
Saul tries to kill David. 18:25; 19; 20; 23
David encounters Saul in a cave. 24:3–4
David makes a promise to Saul. 24:21–22
David again spares Saul’s life. 26:1–25



gether, and came and encamped at
fShunem. So Saul gathered all Israel
together, and they encamped at
gGilboa.

5When Saul saw the army of the
Philistines, he was afraid, and his
heart trembled greatly.

6And when Saul inquired of the
LORD, the LORD did hnot answer
him, either by dreams or by Urim
or by the prophets.

Saul consults witch of En Dor
7Then Saul said to his servants,

i“Find me a woman who is a medi-
um, jthat I may go to her and in-
quire of her.” And his servants said
to him, “In fact, there is a woman
who is a medium at En Dor.”

8So Saul kdisguised himself and
put on other clothes, and he went,
and two men with him; and they
came to the woman by night. And
he said, “Please conduct a séance
for me, and bring up for me the one
I shall name to you.”

9Then the woman said to him,
“Look, you know what Saul has
done, how he has lcut off the medi-
ums and the spiritists from the land.
Why then do you lay a snare for my
life, to cause me to die?”

10And Saul swore to her by the
LORD, saying, “As the LORD lives, no

Shur, even as far as the land of
Egypt.

9Whenever David attacked the
land, he left neither man nor
woman alive, but took away the
sheep, the oxen, the donkeys, the
camels, and the apparel, and re-
turned and came to Achish.

10Then Achish would say, “Where
have you made a raid today?” And
David would say, “Against the south-
ern area of Judah, or against the
southern area of the aJerahmeelites,
or against the southern area of the
bKenites.”

11David would save neither man
nor woman alive, to bring news to
Gath, saying, “Lest they should in-
form on us, saying, ‘Thus David
did.’ ” And thus was his behavior all
the time he dwelt in the country of
the Philistines.

12So Achish believed David, say-
ing, “He has made his people Israel
utterly abhor him; therefore he will
be my servant forever.”

Philistines plan attack

28NOW it happened in those
days that the Philistines gath-

ered their armies together for war,
to fight with Israel. And Achish said
to David, “You assuredly know that
you will go out with me to battle,
you and your cmen.”

2So David said to Achish, “Surely
you know what your servant can
do.” And Achish said to David,
“Therefore I will make you one of
my chief guardians forever.”

3Now dSamuel had died, and all
Israel had lamented for him and
buried him in Ramah, in his own
city. And Saul had put the emediums
and the spiritists out of the land.

4Then the Philistines gathered to-
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28:6 Urim. Urim and Thummim mean lights and per-
fections. Some make these to be simply a collective name
for the stones of the breastplate, so that the total effect of
the twelve stones is to manifest the lights and the perfec-
tions of Him who is the antitype of the Aaronic high priest.
Compare Lev. 8:8. It would seem to be conclusive that the
Urim and the Thummim are additional to the stones of the
breastplate. In use the Urim and the Thummim were con-
nected, in some way not clearly expressed, with the ascer-
tainment of the divine will in particular cases (Num. 27:21;
Deut. 33:8; Ezra 2:63).

28:7 THE REALM OF SPIRITS

The Bible gives strict instructions against delving into
the realm of spirits (Lev. 19:31; 20:6–7,27; Deut.
18:10–12). Some who claim to have contact with spirits
are frauds, but certainly there are genuine cases. God is
against any form of spiritism, fraudulent or real. See
1 Chr. 10:13–14.

The most likely explanation is that the woman ex-
pected contact with a demon (posing as Samuel, v. 11)
but, to her amazement and terror (v. 12), God actually
permitted Samuel to appear to her and give a message
of doom to Saul. The text clearly states that it was Sam-
uel (vv. 15–16,20). No agent of Satan could have given
a message so clearly from the LORD as v. 17.

The passage does not say that the woman “brought
up” Samuel from the dead. The incident gives no sup-
port to the false contention of spiritists that they can
speak with the dead. Mediums do not have access to
the dead but communicate with spirits posing as per-
sons who have died; thus these spirits are called lying
spirits (1 Kin. 22:22).



punishment shall come upon you
for this thing.”

11Then the woman said, “Whom
shall I bring up for you?” And he
said, “Bring up Samuel for me.”

12When the woman saw Samuel,
she cried out with a loud voice. And
the woman spoke to Saul, saying,
“Why have you deceived me? For
you are Saul!”

13And the king said to her, “Do
not be afraid. What did you see?”
And the woman said to Saul, “I saw
a spirit* ascending out of the earth.”

14So he said to her, “What is his
form?” And she said, “An old man
is coming up, and he is covered
with a mantle.” And Saul perceived
that it was Samuel, and he stooped
with his face to the ground and
bowed down.

15Now Samuel said to Saul, “Why
have you disturbed me by bringing
me up?” And Saul answered, “I am
deeply distressed; for the Philistines
make war against me, and God has
departed from me and does not an-
swer me anymore, neither by
prophets nor by dreams. Therefore I
have called you, that you may reveal
to me what I should do.”

16Then Samuel said: “So why do
you ask me, seeing the LORD has de-
parted from you and has become
your enemy?

17“And the LORD has done for
Himself* as He spoke by me. For the
LORD has atorn the kingdom out of
your hand and given it to your
neighbor, David.

18b“Because you did not obey the
voice of the LORD nor execute His
fierce wrath upon cAmalek, there-
fore the LORD has done this thing to
you this day.

19“Moreover the LORD will also
deliver Israel with you into the
hand of the Philistines. And tomor-
row you and your sons will be with
dme. The LORD will also deliver the
army of Israel into the hand of the
Philistines.”

20Immediately Saul fell full length
on the ground, and was dreadfully
afraid because of the words of Sam-
uel. And there was no strength in
him, for he had eaten no food all
day or all night.
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21And the woman came to Saul

and saw that he was severely trou-
bled, and said to him, “Look, your
maidservant has obeyed your voice,
and I have put my life in my hands
and heeded the words which you
spoke to me.

22“Now therefore, please, heed
also the voice of your maidservant,
and let me set a piece of bread be-
fore you; and eat, that you may have
strength when you go on your way.”

23But he refused and said, “I will
not eat.” So his servants, together
with the woman, urged him; and he
heeded their voice. Then he arose
from the ground and sat on the bed.

24Now the woman had a fatted
calf in the house, and she hastened
to kill it. And she took flour and
kneaded it, and baked unleavened
bread from it.

25So she brought it before Saul
and his servants, and they ate. Then
they rose and went away that night.

David kept from fighting Israel

29THEN the Philistines gath-
ered together all their ear-

mies at fAphek, and the Israelites
encamped by a fountain which is in
Jezreel.

2And the glords of the Philistines
passed in review by hundreds and
by thousands, but hDavid and his
men passed in review at the rear
with Achish.

3Then the princes of the Philis-
tines said, “What are these He-
brews doing here?” And Achish
said to the princes of the Philistines,
“Is this not David, the servant of
Saul king of Israel, who has been
with me these days, or these iyears?
And to this day I have found no fault
in him since he defected to me.”

4But the princes of the Philistines
were angry with him; so the princes
of the Philistines said to him,
“Make this fellow return, that he
may go back to the jplace which you
have appointed for him, and do not
let him go down with us to kbattle,
lest in the battle he become lour
adversary. For with what could he
*28:13 Hebrew elohim *28:17 Or him, that is,
David



3So David and his men came to
the city, and there it was, burned
with fire; and their wives, their
sons, and their daughters had been
taken captive.

4Then David and the people who
were with him lifted up their voices
and wept, until they had no more
power to weep.

5And David’s two mwives, Ahino-
am the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the
widow of Nabal the Carmelite, had
been taken captive.

6Now David was greatly distressed,
for the people spoke of stoning him,
because the soul of all the people was
grieved, every man for his sons and
his daughters. But David nstrength-
ened himself in the LORD his God.

7Then David said to Abiathar the
priest, Ahimelech’s son, “Please
obring the ephod here to me.” And
pAbiathar brought the ephod to Da-
vid.

8So David inquired of the LORD,
saying, “Shall I pursue this troop?
Shall I overtake them?” And He an-
swered him, “Pursue, for you shall
surely overtake them and without
fail recover all.”

9So David went, he and the six
hundred men who were with him,
and came to the Brook Besor, where
those stayed who were left behind.

10But David pursued, he and four
hundred men; for two hundred
stayed behind, who were so weary
that they could not cross the Brook
Besor.

11Then they found an Egyptian in
the field, and brought him to David;
and they gave him bread and he ate,
and they let him drink water.

12And they gave him a piece of a
cake of figs and two clusters of
raisins. So when he had eaten, his
qstrength came back to him; for he
had eaten no bread nor drunk water
for three days and three nights.

reconcile himself to his master, if
not with the heads of these amen?

5“Is this not David, bof whom
c they sang to one another in
dances, saying:

‘Saul has slain his thousands,
And David his ten thousands’?”

6Then Achish called David and
said to him, “Surely, das the LORD
lives, you have been upright, and
your going out and your coming in
with me in the army is good in my
sight. eFor to this day I have not
found evil in you since the day of
your coming to me. Nevertheless
the lords do not favor you.

7“Therefore return now, and go
in peace, that you may not displease
the lords of the Philistines.”

8So David said to Achish, “But
what have I fdone? And to this day
what have you found in your servant
as long as I have been with you, that
I may not go and fight against the
enemies of my lord the king?”

9Then Achish answered and said
to David, “I know that you are as
good in my sight gas an hangel of
God; nevertheless the princes of the
Philistines have said, ‘He shall not
go up with us to the battle.’

10“Now therefore, rise early in
the morning with your master’s ser-
vants iwho have come with you.*
And as soon as you are up early in
the morning and have light, depart.”

11So David and his men rose early
to depart in the morning, to return
to the land of the Philistines. And
the Philistines went up to Jezreel.

David rescues Ziklag captives

30NOW it happened, when Da-
vid and his men came to

jZiklag, on the third day, that the
kAmalekites had invaded the South
and Ziklag, attacked Ziklag and
burned it with fire,

2and had taken captive the
lwomen and those who were there,
from small to great; they did not kill
anyone, but carried them away and
went their way.
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Vulgate; Septuagint adds and go to the place which I
have selected for you there; and set no bothersome
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29:11 his men. See a list of men who joined David on

his way to Ziklag, in 1 Chr. 12:20–22.

Abiathar: of plenty. The only priest to survive Saul’s
great slaughter. He became a high priest during Da-
vid’s reign.



13Then David said to him, “To
whom do you belong, and where
are you from?” And he said, “I am a
young man from Egypt, servant of
an Amalekite; and my master left
me behind, because three days ago I
fell sick.

14“We made an invasion of the
southern area of the aCherethites, in
the territory which belongs to Judah,
and of the southern area of Caleb;
and we burned Ziklag with fire.”

15And David said to him, “Can
you take me down to this troop?”
So he said, “Swear to me by God
that you will neither kill me nor de-
liver me into the hands of my bmas-
ter, and I will take you down to this
troop.”

16And when he had brought him
down, there they were, spread out
over all the land, eating and drink-
ing and dancing, because of all the
great spoil which they had taken
from the land of the Philistines and
from the land of Judah.

17Then David attacked them from
twilight until the evening of the
next day. Not a man of them es-
caped, except four hundred young
men who rode on camels and fled.

18So David recovered all that the
Amalekites had carried away, and
David rescued his two wives.

19And nothing of theirs was lack-
ing, either small or great, sons or
daughters, spoil or anything which
they had taken from them; David
crecovered all.

20Then David took all the flocks
and herds they had driven before
those other livestock, and said,
“This is David’s dspoil.”

David divides booty
21Now David came to the two

hundred men who had been so
weary that they could not follow Da-
vid, whom they also had made to
stay at the Brook Besor. So they
went out to meet David and to meet
the people who were with him. And
when David came near the people,
he greeted them.

22Then all the wicked and worth-
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less men* of those who went with
David answered and said, “Because
they did not go with us, we will not
give them any of the spoil that we
have recovered, except for every
man’s wife and children, that they
may lead them away and depart.”

23But David said, “My brethren,
you shall not do so with what the
LORD has given us, who has pre-
served us and delivered into our
hand the troop that came against us.

24“For who will heed you in this
matter? But as his part is who goes
down to the battle, so shall his part
be who stays by the esupplies; they
shall share alike.”

25So it was, from that day for-
ward; he made it a statute and an
ordinance for Israel to this day.

26Now when David came to Zik-
lag, he sent some of the spoil to the
elders of Judah, to his friends, say-
ing, “Here is a fpresent for you from
the spoil of the genemies of the
LORD”—

27to those who were in Bethel,
those who were in Ramoth of the
South, those who were in hJattir,

28those who were in iAroer, those
who were in jSiphmoth, those who
were in Eshtemoa,

29those who were in Rachal,
those who were in the cities of the
kJerahmeelites, those who were in
the cities of the lKenites,

30those who were in mHormah,
those who were in Chorashan,
those who were in Athach,

31those who were in nHebron,
and to all the places where David
himself and his men were accus-
tomed to orove.

Israel defeated on Gilboa.
Saul and Jonathan killed

(cp. 1 Chr. 10:1–14)

31 pNOW the Philistines fought
against Israel; and the men

of Israel fled from before the Philis-
tines, and fell slain on Mount qGil-
boa.

2Then the Philistines followed
hard after Saul and his sons. And the
*30:22 Literally men of Belial

30:27 Bethel. Or Bethul, Josh. 19:4. Ramoth. Or Ra-
mah, Josh. 19:8.

30:28 Eshtemoa. Or Eshtemoh, Josh. 15:50.
30:30 Chorashan. Or Borashan. Compare Josh. 15:42.



8So it happened the next day,
when the Philistines came to strip
the slain, that they found Saul and
his three sons fallen on Mount Gil-
boa.

9And they cut off his head and
stripped off his armor, and sent
word throughout the land of the
Philistines, to eproclaim it in the
temple of their fidols and among the
people.

10Then they put his garmor in the
temple of the hAshtoreths, and they
fastened his body to the wall of Beth
Shan.

11Now when the inhabitants of
iJabesh Gilead heard what the Phi-
listines had done to Saul,

12all the valiant men arose and
traveled all night, and took the body
of Saul and the bodies of his sons
from the wall of Beth Shan; and
they came to Jabesh and jburned
them there.

13Then they took their bones and
kburied them under the tamarisk
tree at Jabesh, and fasted seven
days.

Philistines killed Jonathan, Abina-
dab, and Malchishua, aSaul’s sons.

3bThe battle became fierce
against Saul. The archers hit him,
and he was severely wounded by
the archers.

4cThen Saul said to his armor-
bearer, “Draw your sword, and
thrust me through with it, lest these
duncircumcised men come and
thrust me through and abuse me.”
But his armorbearer would not, for
he was greatly afraid. Therefore
Saul took a sword and fell on it.

5And when his armorbearer saw
that Saul was dead, he also fell on
his sword, and died with him.

6So Saul, his three sons, his ar-
morbearer, and all his men died to-
gether that same day.

7And when the men of Israel who
were on the other side of the valley,
and those who were on the other
side of the Jordan, saw that the men
of Israel had fled and that Saul and
his sons were dead, they forsook
the cities and fled; and the Philis-
tines came and dwelt in them.
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31:3 hit him. The seeming discrepancy in the two ac-
counts (1 Sam. 31:3–5; 2 Sam. 1:6–10) may be explained
by the supposition that the Amalekite was lying to ingrati-
ate himself with David (compare 2 Sam. 4:9–11).

31:10 Beth Shan. Or Beth Shean, Josh. 17:11.

Mount Gilboa: bubbling fountain. A mountain in the
area of the tribe of Issachar where Saul and his sons
died in battle against the Philistines.
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own clothes and tore them, and iso
did all the men who were with him.

12And they jmourned and wept
and k fasted until evening for Saul
and for Jonathan his son, for the
lpeople of the LORD and for the
house of Israel, because they had
fallen by the sword.

13Then David said to the young
man who told him, “Where are you
from?” And he answered, “I am the
son of an alien, an Amalekite.”

14So David said to him, “How was
it you were not afraid to put forth
your hand to destroy the mLORD’S
anointed?”

15Then David called one of the
young men and said, “Go near, and
execute him!” And he struck him so
that he ndied.

16So David said to him, “Your
oblood is on your own head, for
your own mouth has testified
against you, saying, ‘I have killed
the LORD’S anointed.’ ”

David’s elegy
17Then David lamented with this

lamentation over Saul and over Jon-
athan his son,

18and he told them to teach the
children of Judah the Song of the
Bow; indeed it is written in the
pBook of Jasher:
19“The beauty of Israel is slain on

your high places!
How the mighty have fallen!

20 Tell it not in qGath,
Proclaim it not in the streets of

rAshkelon—
Lest the sdaughters of the

Philistines trejoice,
Lest the daughters of the

uncircumcised triumph.
21“O umountains of Gilboa,

Let there be no dew nor rain
upon you,

Nor fields of offerings.
For the shield of the mighty is

cast away there!
The shield of Saul, not anointed

with oil.

I. From the Death of Saul to the
Beginning of David’s Reign, 1—4

David hears of Saul’s death

1NOW it came to pass after the
adeath of Saul, when David had

returned from the bslaughter of the
Amalekites, and David had stayed
two days in Ziklag,

2on the third day, behold, it hap-
pened that a man came from Saul’s
camp with his clothes torn and dust
on his chead. So it was, when he
came to David, that he dfell to the
ground and prostrated himself.

3And David said to him, “Where
have you come from?” So he said to
him, “I have escaped from the camp
of Israel.”

4Then David said to him, e“How
did the matter go? Please tell me.”
And he answered, “The people have
fled from the battle, many of the
people are fallen and dead, and Saul
and fJonathan his son are dead also.”

5So David said to the young man
who told him, “How do you know
that Saul and Jonathan his son are
dead?”

6Then the young man who told
him said, “As I happened by chance
to be on Mount Gilboa, there was
Saul, leaning on his spear; and in-
deed the chariots and horsemen fol-
lowed hard after him.

7“Now when he looked behind
him, he saw me and called to me.
And I answered, ‘Here I am.’

8“And he said to me, ‘Who are
you?’ So I answered him, ‘I am an
gAmalekite.’

9“He said to me again, ‘Please
stand over me and kill me, for an-
guish has come upon me, but my
life still remains in me.’

10“So I stood over him and killed
him, because I was sure that he
could not live after he had fallen.
And I took the hcrown that was on
his head and the bracelet that was
on his arm, and have brought them
here to my lord.”

11Therefore David took hold of his
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man after God’s own heart who was the greatest king
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22 aFrom the blood of the slain,
From the fat of the mighty,
The bow of Jonathan did not

turn back,
And the sword of Saul did not

return empty.
23“Saul and Jonathan were beloved

and pleasant in their lives,
And in their bdeath they were

not divided;
They were swifter than eagles,
They were stronger than lions.

24“O daughters of Israel, weep
over Saul,

Who clothed you in scarlet,
with luxury;

Who put ornaments of gold on
your apparel.

Special tribute to Jonathan
25“How the mighty have fallen in

the midst of the battle!
Jonathan was slain in your high

places.
26 I am distressed for you, my

brother Jonathan;
You have been very pleasant to

me;
cYour love to me was wonderful,
Surpassing the love of women.

27“How the mighty have fallen,
And the weapons of war

perished!”

David received as king by Judah

2IT happened after this that dDa-
vid inquired of the LORD, saying,

“Shall I go up to any of the cities of
Judah?” And the LORD said to him,
“Go up.” David said, “Where shall I
go up?” And He said, “To eHebron.”

2So David went up there, and his
f two wives also, Ahinoam the
Jezreelitess, and Abigail the widow
of Nabal the Carmelite.

3And David brought up the gmen
who were with him, every man
with his household. So they dwelt
in the cities of Hebron.

4Then the men of hJudah came,
and there they ianointed David king
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over the house of Judah. And they
told David, saying, “The men of jJa-
besh Gilead were the ones who
buried Saul.”

David commends Jabesh Gilead
5So David sent messengers to the

men of Jabesh Gilead, and said to
them, “You are blessed of the LORD,
for you have shown this kindness to
your lord, to Saul, and have buried
him.

6“And now may the LORD show
kindness and truth to you. I also
will repay you this kindness, be-
cause you have done this thing.

7“Now therefore, let your hands
be strengthened, and be valiant; for
your master Saul is dead, and also
the house of Judah has anointed me
king over them.”

Ishbosheth made king over
northern tribes

8But kAbner the son of Ner, com-
mander of Saul’s army, took Ish-
bosheth the son of Saul and brought
him over to lMahanaim;

9and he made him king over
mGilead, over the nAshurites, over
oJezreel, over Ephraim, over Benja-
min, and over all Israel.

10Ishbosheth, Saul’s son, was
forty years old when he began to
reign over Israel, and he reigned
two years. Only the house of Judah
followed David.

11And the time that David was
king in Hebron over the house of Ju-
dah was pseven years and six
months.

Civil war
12Now Abner the son of Ner, and

the servants of Ishbosheth the son
of Saul, went out from Mahanaim to
qGibeon.

13And rJoab the son of Zeruiah,
and the servants of David, went out
and met them by the spool of Gibe-
on. So they sat down, one on one
side of the pool and the other on
the other side of the pool.

2:3 David brought up. 1011 B.C.
2:8 Ishbosheth. Or Esh-Baal, 1 Chr. 8:33; 9:39.

Abner: of light. The commander of King Saul’s army.

Ishbosheth: man of shame. The son of Saul who be-
came king of Israel after his father’s death. He was ap-
pointed king by Abner, the commander of his father’s
army.



when they came to the hill of Am-
mah, which is before Giah by the
road to the Wilderness of Gibeon.

25Now the children of Benjamin
gathered together behind Abner
and became a unit, and took their
stand on top of a hill.

26Then Abner called to Joab and
said, “Shall the sword devour forev-
er? Do you not know that it will be
bitter in the latter end? How long
will it be then until you tell the peo-
ple to return from pursuing their
brethren?”

27And Joab said, “As God lives, un-
less you had spoken, surely then by
morning all the people would have
given up pursuing their brethren.”

28So Joab cblew a trumpet; and all
the people stood still and did not
pursue Israel danymore, nor did
they fight anymore.

29Then Abner and his men went
on all that night through the plain,
crossed over the Jordan, and went
through all Bithron; and they came
to eMahanaim.

30So Joab returned from pursuing
Abner. And when he had gathered
all the people together, there were
missing of David’s servants nine-
teen men and Asahel.

31But the servants of David had
struck down, of Benjamin and Ab-
ner’s men, three hundred and sixty
men who died.

32Then they took up Asahel and
buried him in his father’s tomb,
which was in fBethlehem. And Joab
and his men went all night, and
they came to Hebron at daybreak.

David’s strength increases
(1 Chr. 3:1–4)

3NOW there was a long gwar be-
tween the house of Saul and the

house of David. But David grew
stronger and stronger, and the
house of Saul grew weaker and
weaker.

14Then Abner said to Joab, “Let
the young men now arise and com-
pete before us.” And Joab said, “Let
them arise.”

15So they arose and went over by
number, twelve from Benjamin, fol-
lowers of Ishbosheth the son of
Saul, and twelve from the servants
of David.

16And each one grasped his oppo-
nent by the head and thrust his
sword in his opponent’s side; so
they fell down together. Therefore
that place was called the Field of
Sharp Swords,* which is in Gibeon.

17So there was a very fierce battle
that day, and Abner and the men of
Israel were beaten before the ser-
vants of David.

18Now the three sons of Zeruiah
were there: Joab and Abishai and
Asahel. And Asahel was as fleet of
foot as a wild gazelle.

19So Asahel pursued Abner, and
in going he did not turn to the right
hand or to the left from following
Abner.

20Then Abner looked behind him
and said, “Are you Asahel?” He an-
swered, “I am.”

21And Abner said to him, “Turn
aside to your right hand or to your
left, and lay hold on one of the
young men and take his armor for
yourself.” But Asahel would not
turn aside from following him.

22So Abner said again to Asahel,
“Turn aside from following me.
Why should I strike you to the
ground? How then could I face your
brother Joab?”

23However, he refused to turn
aside. Therefore Abner astruck him
in the stomach with the blunt end of
the spear, so that the spear came out
of his back; and he fell down there
and died on the spot. So it was that as
many as came to the place where As-
ahel fell down and died, stood bstill.

24Joab and Abishai also pursued
Abner. And the sun was going down
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*2:16 Hebrew Helkath Hazzurim

2:18 Zeruiah was David’s sister; these three men were
therefore David’s relatives, his nephews (1 Chr. 2:16). Anoth-
er sister had a son, Amasa (1 Chr. 2:16–17), whom Absalom
made captain instead of Joab (2 Sam. 17:25; compare 18:2).

2:29 plain. Arabah in Hebrew. When used with the
definite article only, it refers to the valley which runs from

the Sea of Galilee to the Gulf of Aqabah. South of the Dead
Sea the name is still retained (Wady el-Arabah).

Joab: Jehovah is father. The commander of David’s
army who fought against Saul and ended the rebellion
led by Absalom.



2Sons were born to David in aHe-
bron: His firstborn was Amnon by
Ahinoam the Jezreelitess;

3his second, Chileab, by Abigail
the widow of Nabal the Carmelite;
the third, bAbsalom the son of Maa-
cah, the daughter of Talmai, king of
cGeshur;

4the fourth, dAdonijah the son of
Haggith; the fifth, Shephatiah the
son of Abital;

5and the sixth, Ithream, by Da-
vid’s wife Eglah. These were born
to David in Hebron.

Abner deserts to David
6Now it was so, while there was

war between the house of Saul and
the house of David, that Abner was
strengthening his hold on the house
of Saul.

7And Saul had a concubine,
whose name was eRizpah, the
daughter of Aiah. So Ishbosheth
said to Abner, “Why have you gone
in to my father’s concubine?”

8Then Abner became very angry
at the words of Ishbosheth, and said,
“Am I a dog’s head that belongs to
Judah? Today I show loyalty to the
house of Saul your father, to his
brothers, and to his friends, and
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have not delivered you into the hand
of David; and you charge me today
with a fault concerning this woman?

9“May God do so to fAbner, and
more also, if I do not do for David
gas the LORD has sworn to him—

10“to transfer the kingdom from
the house of Saul, and set up the
throne of David over Israel and over
Judah, hfrom Dan to Beersheba.”

11And he could not answer Abner
another word, because he feared
him.

12Then Abner sent messengers
on his behalf to David, saying,
“Whose is the land?” saying also,
“Make your covenant with me, and
indeed my hand shall be with you
to bring all Israel to you.”

13And David said, “Good, I will
make a covenant with you. But one
thing I require of you: you shall not
see my face unless you first bring
iMichal, Saul’s daughter, when you
come to see my face.”

14So David sent messengers to
jIshbosheth, Saul’s son, saying,
“Give me my wife Michal, whom I
betrothed to myself kfor a hundred
foreskins of the Philistines.”

15And Ishbosheth sent and took
her from her husband, from Paltiel
the son of Laish.

16Then her husband went along
with her to lBahurim, weeping be-

3:15 Paltiel. Or Palti, 1 Sam. 25:44.

3:2 DAVID’S FAMILY TREE

Jesse

Eliab David Zeruiah (daughter) Abigail (daughter)
Abinadab
Shammah — (of Michal) Abishai
Nethanel — (of Ahinoam) Amnon Joab
Raddai — (of Abigail) Chileab Asahel
Ozem — (of Maacah) Absalom

— (of Haggith) Adonijah
— (of Abital) Shephatiah
— (of Eglah) Ithream
— (of Bathsheba) Shammua

Shobab
Nathan
Solomon

— (of ?) Ibhar, Elishua, Eliphelet
Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia,
Elishama, Eliada, Eliphelet

Hebron: alliance. A town in the hill country of Judah
where David reigned until the seat of government was
moved to Jerusalem.



Joab murders Abner
27Now when Abner had returned

to Hebron, Joab took him easide in
the gate to speak with him privately,
and there stabbed him in the stom-
ach, so that he died for the blood of
fAsahel his brother.

28Afterward, when David heard
it, he said, “My kingdom and I are
guiltless before the LORD forever of
the blood of Abner the son of Ner.

29“Let it grest on the head of Joab
and on all his father’s house; and let
there never fail to be in the house of
Joab one who has a discharge or is a
leper, who leans on a staff or falls by
the sword, or who lacks bread.”

30So Joab and Abishai his brother
killed Abner, because he had killed
their brother Asahel at Gibeon in
the battle.

31Then David said to Joab and to
all the people who were with him,
h“Tear your clothes, gird yourselves
with sackcloth, and mourn for Ab-
ner.” And King David followed the
coffin.

32So they buried Abner in He-
bron; and the king lifted up his
voice and wept at the grave of Ab-
ner, and all the people wept.

33And the king isang a lament
over Abner and said:

“Should Abner die as a fool dies?
34 Your hands were not bound

Nor your feet put into fetters;
As a man falls before wicked

men, so you fell.”

Then all the people wept over him
again.

35And when all the people came
to persuade David to eat food while
it was still day, David took an oath,
saying, “God do so to me, and more
also, if I taste bread or anything else
jtill the sun goes down!”

36Now all the people took note of
it, and it pleased them, since what-
ever the king did pleased all the
people.

37For all the people and all Israel
understood that day that it had not

hind her. So Abner said to him,
“Go, return!” And he returned.

17Now Abner had communicated
with the elders of Israel, saying, “In
time past you were seeking for Da-
vid to be king over you.

18“Now then, do it! For the LORD
has spoken of David, saying, ‘By the
hand of My servant David, I* will
save My people Israel from the hand
of the aPhilistines and the hand of
all their enemies.’ ”

19And Abner also spoke in the
hearing of Benjamin. Then Abner
also went to speak in the hearing of
David in Hebron all that seemed
good to Israel and the whole house
of Benjamin.

20So Abner and twenty men with
him came to David at Hebron. And
David made a feast for Abner and
the men who were with him.

21Then Abner said to David, “I
will arise and go, band gather all Is-
rael to my lord the king, that they
may make a covenant with you, and
that you may reign over all that your
heart cdesires.” So David sent Ab-
ner away, and he went in peace.

22At that moment the servants of
David and Joab came from a raid
and brought much spoil with them.
But Abner was not with David in
Hebron, for he had sent him away,
and he had gone in peace.

23When Joab and all the troops
that were with him had come, they
told Joab, saying, “Abner the son of
Ner came to the king, and he sent
him away, and he has gone in
peace.”

24Then Joab came to the king and
said, “What have you done? Look,
Abner came to you; why is it that
you sent him away, and he has al-
ready gone?

25“Surely you realize that Abner
the son of Ner came to deceive you,
to know your dgoing out and your
coming in, and to know all that you
are doing.”

26And when Joab had gone from
David’s presence, he sent messen-
gers after Abner, who brought him
back from the well of Sirah. But Da-
vid did not know it.
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been the king’s intent to kill Abner
the son of Ner.

38Then the king said to his ser-
vants, “Do you not know that a
prince and a great man has fallen
this day in Israel?

39“And I am weak today, though
anointed king; and these men, the
sons of Zeruiah, are atoo harsh for
me. The LORD shall brepay the evil-
doer according to his wickedness.”

Ishbosheth is murdered

4WHEN Saul’s son* heard that
Abner had died in cHebron, he

lost heart, and all Israel was trou-
bled.

2Now Saul’s son had two men
who were captains of troops. The
name of one was Baanah and the
name of the other Rechab, the sons
of Rimmon the dBeerothite, of the
children of Benjamin. (For Beeroth
also was part of Benjamin,

3because the Beerothites fled to
eGittaim and have been sojourners
there until this day.)

4Jonathan, Saul’s son, had a son
who was lame in his feet. He was
five years old when the news about
Saul and Jonathan came from fJezre-
el; and his nurse took him up and
fled. And it happened, as she made
haste to flee, that he fell and be-
came lame. His name was gMephib-
osheth.*

5Then the sons of Rimmon the
Beerothite, Rechab and Baanah, set
out and came at about the heat of
the day to the hhouse of Ishbosheth,
who was lying on his bed at noon.

6And they came there, all the way
into the house, as though to get
wheat, and they stabbed him in the
stomach. Then Rechab and Baanah
his brother escaped.

7For when they came into the
house, he was lying on his bed in
his bedroom; then they struck him
and killed him, beheaded him and
took his head, and were all night es-
caping through the iplain.

8And they brought the head of
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Ishbosheth to David at Hebron, and
said to the king, “Here is the head
of Ishbosheth, the son of Saul your
enemy, jwho sought your life; and
the LORD has avenged my lord the
king this day of Saul and his kde-
scendants.”

9But David answered Rechab and
Baanah his brother, the sons of Rim-
mon the Beerothite, and said to
them, “As the LORD lives, who has
lredeemed my life from all adversity,

10m“when someone told me, say-
ing, ‘Look, Saul is dead,’ thinking to
have brought good news, I arrested
him and had him executed in Zik-
lag—the one who thought I would
give him a reward for his news.

11“How much more, when
wicked men have killed a righteous
person in his own house on his
bed? Therefore, shall I not now nre-
quire his blood at your hand and re-
move you from the earth?”

12So David commanded his young
men, and they executed them, cut
off their hands and feet, and hanged
them by the pool in Hebron. But
they took the head of Ishbosheth
and buried it in the otomb of Abner
in Hebron.

II. From the Anointing of David as
King of Israel to the Revolt of

Absalom, 5—14

David becomes king over all Israel
(cp. 1 Chr. 11:1–3)

5THEN all the tribes of Israel
came to pDavid at Hebron and

spoke, saying, “Indeed we are your
bone and your qflesh.

2“Also, in time past, when Saul
was king over us, you were the one
who led Israel out and rbrought
them in; and the LORD said to you,
‘You shall shepherd My people Isra-
el, and be ruler over Israel.’ ”

3Therefore all the selders of Israel
came to the king at Hebron, and
King David made a tcovenant with
them at Hebron ubefore the LORD.
And they vanointed David king over
Israel.
*4:1 That is, Ishbosheth *4:4 Called Merib-Baal
in 1 Chronicles 8:34 and 9:40

5:3 anointed David. 1003 B.C.

Mephibosheth: destroying shame. The lame son of
Jonathan who David provided for. He ate at the king’s
table.



hated by David’s soul), he shall be
chief and captain.”* Therefore they
say, “The blind and the lame shall
not come into the house.”

9Then David dwelt in the strong-
hold, and called it the City of David.
And David built all around from the
dMillo* and inward.

10So David went on and became
great, and the eLORD God of hosts
was with fhim.

David’s alliance with Hiram
11gThen hHiram iking of Tyre sent

messengers to David, and cedar
trees, and carpenters and masons.
And they built David a jhouse.

12So David knew that the LORD
had established him as king over Is-
rael, and that He had kexalted His
kingdom for the lsake of His people
Israel.

4David was a thirty years old
when he began to reign, and he
breigned forty years.

5In Hebron he reigned over Judah
seven years and six months, and in
Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three
years over all Israel and Judah.

Jerusalem becomes capital
(1 Chr. 11:4–9)

6And the king and his men went
to cJerusalem against the Jebusites,
the inhabitants of the land, who
spoke to David, saying, “You shall
not come in here; but the blind and
the lame will repel you,” thinking,
“David cannot come in here.”

7Nevertheless David took the
stronghold of Zion (that is, the City
of David).

8Now David said on that day,
“Whoever climbs up by way of the
water shaft and defeats the Jebusites
(the lame and the blind, who are
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5:6 blind and the lame. The city was so strong that the
Jebusites claimed that the blind and the lame could defend

Jerusalem, but David saw that the water shaft could be
climbed and the city taken (v. 8).
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David’s sons born in Jerusalem
(cp. 2 Sam. 3:2–5; 1 Chr. 3:1–4)

13And David took more concu-
bines and awives from Jerusalem, af-
ter he had come from Hebron. Also
more sons and daughters were born
to David.

14Now these are the names of
those who were born to him in
Jerusalem: Shammua,* Shobab, Na-
than, bSolomon,

15Ibhar, Elishua,* Nepheg, Japhia,
16Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet.

Wars against Philistines
(cp. 2 Sam. 23:13–17; 1 Chr. 14:8–17;

11:15–19; 12:8–15)
17Now when the Philistines

heard that they had anointed David
king over Israel, all the Philistines
went up to search for David. And
David heard of it and went down to
the cstronghold.

18The dPhilistines also went and
deployed themselves in the Valley of
Rephaim.

19So David einquired of the LORD,
saying, “Shall I go up against the Phi-
listines? Will You deliver them into
my hand?” And the LORD said to Da-
vid, “Go up, for I will doubtless de-
liver the Philistines into your hand.”

20So David went to Baal Perazim,
and David fdefeated them there;
and he said, “The LORD has broken
through my enemies before me, like
a breakthrough of water.” Therefore
he called the name of that place
Baal Perazim.

21And they left their images
there, and David and his men car-
ried them away.

22Then the Philistines went up
once again and deployed them-
selves in the Valley of Rephaim.

23Therefore David inquired of the
LORD, and He said, “You shall not go
up; circle around behind them, and
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come upon them in front of the
mulberry trees.

24“And it shall be, when you
ghear the sound of marching in the
tops of the mulberry trees, then you
shall advance quickly. For then the
LORD will go out before you to strike
the camp of the Philistines.”

25And David did so, as the LORD
commanded him; and he drove
back the Philistines from hGeba* as
far as Gezer.

Doing a right thing in a wrong way
(cp. 1 Chr. 13:1–14)

6 iAGAIN David gathered all the
choice men of Israel, thirty

thousand.
2And David arose and went with

all the people who were with him
from Baale Judah to bring up from
there the ark of God, whose name is
called by the Name,* the LORD of
Hosts, who dwells between the
jcherubim.

3So they set the ark of God on a
new cart, and brought it out of the
house of Abinadab, which was on the
hill; and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of
Abinadab, drove the new cart.*

4And they brought it out of the
house of Abinadab, which was on
the hill, accompanying the ark of
God; and Ahio went before the ark.

5Then David and all the house of
Israel kplayed music before the
LORD on all kinds of instruments of
fir wood, on harps, on stringed in-
struments, on tambourines, on sis-
trums, and on cymbals.

6And when they came to Na-
chon’s threshing floor, Uzzah put
out his lhand to the ark of God and
*5:14 Spelled Shimea in 1 Chronicles 3:5
*5:15 Spelled Elishama in 1 Chronicles 3:6
*5:25 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and
Vulgate; Septuagint reads Gibeon.
*6:2 Septuagint, Targum, and Vulgate omit by the
Name; many Hebrew manuscripts and Syriac read
there. *6:3 Septuagint adds with the ark.

5:17 went up. Two campaigns against the Philistines are
recorded here: the first in vv. 17–21; the second, vv. 22–25.
Compare 2 Sam. 8:1; 21:15–22 for later campaigns.

5:20 Baal Perazim. Literally master of breakthroughs.
Is. 28:21.

6:2 Baale Judah. Or Kirjath Jearim, Josh. 15:9,60;
1 Sam. 7:1.

6:3 cart. The story of David’s new cart and its results is
a striking illustration of the spiritual truth that blessing does

not follow even the best intentions in the service of God,
except as that service is rendered in God’s way. God had
given explicit directions how the ark should be carried
(Num. 4:1–15), but David adopted a Philistine expedient
(1 Sam. 6:7–8).

6:6 Nachon’s. Or Kidon, 1 Chr. 13:9.

Uzzah: strength. The son of Abinadab who died in-
stantly upon touching the ark of the covenant.



had erected for it. Then David of-
fered burnt offerings and peace of-
ferings before the LORD.

18And when David had finished
offering burnt offerings and peace
offerings, he pblessed the people in
the name of the LORD of hosts.

19Then he distributed among all
the people, among the whole multi-
tude of Israel, both the women and
the men, to everyone a loaf of
bread, a piece of meat, and a cake of
raisins. So all the people departed,
everyone to his house.

20Then David returned to bless
his household. And Michal the
daughter of Saul came out to meet
David, and said, “How glorious was
the king of Israel today, uncovering
himself today in the eyes of the
maids of his servants, as one of the
base fellows shamelessly uncovers
himself!”

21So David said to Michal, “It was
before the LORD, qwho chose me in-
stead of your father and all his
house, to appoint me ruler over the
rpeople of the LORD, over Israel.
Therefore I will play music before
the LORD.

22“And I will be even more
undignified than this, and will be
humble in my own sight. But as for
the maidservants of whom you have
spoken, by them I will be held in
honor.”

23Therefore Michal the daughter
of Saul had no schildren to the day
of her death.

David’s desire to build the LORD

a house (1 Chr. 17:1–2)

7 tNOW it came to pass when the
king was dwelling in his house,

and the LORD had given him rest
from all his enemies all around,

2that the king said to Nathan the
prophet, “See now, I dwell in a
house of cedar, but the ark of God
dwells inside tent curtains.”

3Then Nathan said to the king,
“Go, do all that is in your uheart, for
the LORD is with you.”

took hold of it, for the oxen stum-
bled.

7Then the anger of the LORD was
aroused against Uzzah, and God
abstruck him there for his error; and
he died there by the ark of God.

8And David became angry be-
cause of the LORD’S coutbreak
against Uzzah; and he called the
name of the place Perez Uzzah* to
this day.

9David was dafraid of the LORD
that day; and he said, “How can the
ark of the LORD come to me?”

10So David would not move the
ark of the LORD with him into the
eCity of David; but David took it
aside into the house of fObed-Edom
the Gittite.

11The ark of the LORD remained
in the house of Obed-Edom the Git-
tite three months. And the LORD
blessed Obed-Edom and all his
household.

David brings ark to Jerusalem
(1 Chr. 15:1—16:3; esp. 15:26—16:1)

12gNow it was told King David,
saying, “The LORD has blessed the
house of Obed-Edom and all that be-
longs to him, because of the ark of
God.” So David went and brought
up the ark of God from the house of
Obed-Edom h to the City of David
with gladness.

13And so it was, when i those
bearing the ark of the LORD had
gone six jpaces, that he sacrificed
oxen and fatted sheep.

14Then David kdanced before the
LORD with all his might; and David
was wearing a llinen ephod.

15So David and all the house of Is-
rael brought up the ark of the LORD
with shouting and with the sound
of the trumpet.

16Now as the ark of the LORD
came into the City of David, mMi-
chal, Saul’s daughter, looked through
a window and saw King David leap-
ing and whirling before the LORD;
and she despised him in her heart.

17nSo they brought the ark of the
LORD, and set it in its place oin the
midst of the tabernacle that David
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p 1 Kin. 8:14

6:21

q 1 Sam. 13:14;
15:28

r 2 Kin. 11:17

6:23

s Cp. 2 Sam. 21:8

7:1

t vv. 1-29

7:3

u 1 Kin. 8:17-18

6:7

a Miracles (OT): v.
7; 1 Kin. 13:4.
(Gen. 5:24; Jon.
1:17, note)

b 1 Sam. 6:19

6:8

c 2 Sam. 5:20

6:9

d Deut. 9:19

6:10

e 2 Sam. 5:7

f 1 Chr. 26:4-8

6:12

g vv. 12-19

h Cp. 1 Kin. 8:1

6:13

i 1 Sam. 6:15;
2 Sam. 15:24

j See Weights and
Measures (OT),
2 Chr. 2:10,
note

6:14

k v. 21; Ps. 149:3

l 1 Sam. 2:18,28;
cp. Ex. 19:6

6:16

m 2 Sam. 3:14

6:17

n Cp. 1 Kin. 8:1-
11

o 2 Chr. 1:4

434 2 SAMUEL 6:7—7:3

*6:8 Literally Outburst Against Uzzah

Obed-Edom: serving Edom. A man from Gath who kept
the ark of the covenant at his home for three months.

6:19 piece of meat. Perhaps a portion of wine. Hebrew
uncertain.



The Davidic Covenant
(1 Chr. 17:3–15)

4But it happened that night that
the word of the LORD came to Na-
than, saying,

5“Go and tell My servant David,
‘Thus says the LORD: “Would you
build a house for Me to dwell in?

6“For I have not dwelt in a house
since the time that I brought the
children of Israel up from Egypt,
even to this day, but have moved
about in a tent and in a tabernacle.

7“Wherever I have amoved about
with all the children of Israel, have I
ever spoken a word to anyone from
the tribes of Israel, whom I com-
manded to bshepherd My people Is-
rael, saying, ‘Why have you not
built Me a house of cedar?’ ” ’

8“Now therefore, cthus shall you
say to My servant dDavid, ‘Thus
says the LORD of hosts: “I took you
from the sheepfold, from following
the sheep, to be ruler over My peo-
ple, over Israel.

9“And I have been with you
wherever you have gone, and have
cut off all your enemies from before
you, and have made you a great
name, like the name of the great
men who are on the earth.

10“Moreover I will appoint a place
for My people Israel, and will plant
them, that they may dwell in a place
of their own and move no more; nor
shall the sons of wickedness oppress
them anymore, as previously,

11“since the time that I com-
manded judges to be over My peo-
ple Israel, and have caused you to
rest from all your enemies. Also the
LORD tells you that He will make
you a house.*

12“When your days are fulfilled
and you rest with your fathers, I
will set up your seed after you, who
will come from your body, and I will
establish his kingdom.

13“He shall build a house for My
name, and eI will establish the
throne of his kingdom forever.

14 f“I will be his Father, and he
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g Ps. 2:7; 89:26-
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7:14; Rev.
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i Christ (first ad-
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j Kingdom (OT):
vv. 8-16; 2 Sam.
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k Ps. 89:36-37
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Ex. 6:6, note

t Deut. 10:21; Ps.
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17; Heb. 8:8.
(Gen. 2:16;
Heb. 8:8, note)

d Israel (history):
vv. 8-17; 2 Kin.
17:6. (Gen.
12:2; Rom.
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e Is. 9:7; 49:8
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shall be gMy son. If he commits in-
iquity, I will hchasten him with the
rod of men and with the blows of
the sons of men.

15“But My mercy shall not depart
from him, as I took it from Saul,
whom I removed from before you.

16“And your ihouse and your
kingdom shall be established forev-
er before you.* Your jthrone shall be
established kforever.” ’ ”

17According to all these words
and according to all this vision, so
Nathan spoke to David.

David’s prayer (1 Chr. 17:16–27)
18Then King David went in and

sat before the LORD; and he lsaid:
“Who am mI, O Lord GOD? And
what is my house, that You have
brought me this far?

19“And yet this was a small thing
in Your sight, O Lord GOD; and You
have also spoken of Your servant’s
house for a great while to come. Is
this the manner of man, O Lord
GOD?

20“Now what more can David say
to You? For You, Lord GOD, nknow
Your servant.

21“For Your word’s sake, and ac-
cording to Your own heart, You
have done all these great things, to
make Your servant know them.

22“Therefore You are ogreat, O
Lord GOD.* For there is none plike
You, nor is there any God besides
You, according to all that we have
heard with our qears.

23“And who is like Your rpeople,
like Israel, the one nation on the
earth whom God went to sredeem
for Himself as a people, to make for
Himself a name—and to do for
Yourself great and tawesome deeds
for Your land—before Your people
whom You redeemed for Yourself
from Egypt, the nations, and their
gods?

24“For You have made Your peo-
*7:11 That is, a royal dynasty *7:16 Septuagint
reads Me. *7:22 Targum and Syriac read O LORD
God.

Nathan: gift. The prophet who confronted David with
his sins regarding Bathsheba and Uriah.

7:15 Verses 14–15 state the principle of judgment with-
in the family of God (see 1 Cor. 11:31, note). It is always
remedial, not penal (Heb. 12:5–11). Judgment of the
wicked is penal, not remedial.



Extension of David’s kingdom
(1 Chr. 18:1–17)

8AFTER this it came to pass that
David attacked the Philistines

and subdued them. And David took
Metheg Ammah from the hand of
the Philistines.

2Then he defeated cMoab. Forc-
ing them down to the ground, he
measured them off with a line. With
two lines he measured off those to
be put to death, and with one full
line those to be kept alive. So the
Moabites became David’s dservants,
and ebrought tribute.

3David also defeated Hadadezer
the son of Rehob, king of fZobah,
gas he went to recover his territory
at the River Euphrates.

4David took from him one thou-
sand hchariots, iseven hundred
horsemen, and twenty thousand
foot soldiers. Also David jhamstrung
all the chariot horses, except that
he spared enough of them for one
hundred chariots.

5When the kSyrians of Damascus
came to help Hadadezer king of Zo-
bah, David killed twenty-two thou-
sand of the Syrians.

ple Israel Your very own people
a forever; and You, LORD, have be-
come their God.

25“Now, O LORD God, the word
which You have spoken concerning
Your servant and concerning his
house, establish it forever and do as
You have said.

26“So let Your name be magnified
forever, saying, ‘The LORD of hosts is
the God over Israel.’ And let the
house of Your servant David be es-
tablished before You.

27“For You, O LORD of hosts, God
of Israel, have revealed this to Your
servant, saying, ‘I will build you a
house.’ Therefore Your servant has
found it in his heart to pray this
prayer to You.

28“And now, O Lord GOD, You are
God, and Your words are btrue, and
You have promised this goodness to
Your servant.

29“Now therefore, let it please
You to bless the house of Your ser-
vant, that it may continue before
You forever; for You, O Lord GOD,
have spoken it, and with Your bless-
ing let the house of Your servant be
blessed forever.”
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f 1 Sam. 14:47;
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g 2 Sam. 10:15-19
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8:4 hundred. Perhaps a scribal error for “thousand,” as in the ancient Greek translation and 1 Chr. 18:4.

7:16 THE DAVIDIC COVENANT

The Davidic Covenant (vv. 8–17), upon which the future kingdom of Christ, “who was born of the seed of David ac-
cording to the flesh” (Rom. 1:3), was to be founded, provided for David: (1) the promise of posterity in the Davidic
house; (2) a throne symbolic of royal authority; (3) a kingdom, or rule on earth; and (4) certainty of fulfillment, for the
promises to David “shall be established forever.”

Solomon, whose birth God predicted (v. 12), was not promised a perpetual seed, but only assured that (1) he would
“build a house for My name” (v. 13); (2) his kingdom would be established (v. 12); (3) his throne, that is, royal au-
thority, would endure forever; and (4) if Solomon sinned, he would be chastised but not deposed.

The continuance of Solomon’s throne, but not Solomon’s seed, shows the accuracy of the prediction. Israel had
nine dynasties; Judah had one. Christ was born of Mary, who was not of Solomon’s line (Jer. 22:28–30); He was a de-
scendant of Nathan, another son of David (compare see Luke 3:23–31 and note at Luke 3:23). Joseph, the husband of
Mary, was descended from Solomon and through him the throne legally passed to Christ (compare Matt. 1:6,16). Thus
the throne, but not the seed, came through Solomon, which is in precise fulfillment of the LORD’s promise to David.

In contrast with the irrevocable promise of perpetual fulfillment made to David, Solomon illustrates the condition-
al character of the Davidic Covenant as applied to the kings who followed him. Disobedience on the part of David’s
descendants would result in chastisement, but not in annulment of the covenant (2 Sam. 7:15; Ps. 89:20–37; Is.
54:3,8,10). So chastisement fell, first in the division of the kingdom under Rehoboam, and finally in the captivities
(2 Kin. 25:1–21). Since that time but one king of the Davidic family has been crowned at Jerusalem, and He was
crowned with thorns. But the Davidic Covenant, given to David by the oath of the LORD and confirmed to Mary by the
Angel Gabriel, is immutable (Ps. 89:20–37); and the LORD will yet give to that thorn-crowned One “the throne of His
father David” (Luke 1:31–33; Acts 2:29–32; 15:14–17). Both David and Solomon understood the promise to refer to
a literal earthly kingdom (2 Sam. 7:18–29; 2 Chr. 6:14–16).

For notes on other major covenants, see: Edenic (Gen. 2:16); Adamic (Gen. 3:15); Noahic (Gen. 9:16); Abrahamic
(Gen. 12:2); Mosaic (Ex. 19:5); Palestinian (Deut. 30:3); New (Heb. 8:8).



6Then David put garrisons in Syr-
ia of Damascus; and the Syrians be-
came David’s servants, and brought
tribute. So the LORD preserved Da-
vid wherever he went.

7And David took the shields of
gold that had belonged to the ser-
vants of Hadadezer, and brought
them to Jerusalem.

8Also from Betah and from aBero-
thai, cities of Hadadezer, King Da-
vid took a large amount of bronze.

9When Toi* king of bHamath
heard that David had defeated all
the army of Hadadezer,

10then Toi sent Joram* his son to
King David, to greet him and bless
him, because he had fought against
Hadadezer and defeated him (for
Hadadezer had been at war with
Toi); and Joram brought with him
articles of silver, articles of gold, and
articles of bronze.

11King David also cdedicated
these to the LORD, along with the
silver and gold that he had dedicat-
ed from all the nations which he
had subdued—

12from Syria,* from Moab, from
the people of Ammon, from the
dPhilistines, from Amalek, and from
the spoil of Hadadezer the son of
Rehob, king of Zobah.

13And David made himself a
ename when he returned from
killing eighteen thousand Syrians*

in the Valley of Salt.
14He also put garrisons in Edom;

throughout all Edom he put gar-
risons, and all the fEdomites be-
came David’s servants. And the
LORD preserved David wherever he
went.

15So David reigned over all Israel;
and David administered judgment
and justice to all his people.

16g Joab the son of Zeruiah was
over the army; h Jehoshaphat the
son of Ahilud was recorder;

17Zadok the son of iAhitub and
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Ahimelech the son of Abiathar were
the priests; Seraiah* was the scribe;

18 jBenaiah the son of Jehoiada
was over both the kCherethites and
the Pelethites; and David’s sons
were chief ministers.

David and Mephibosheth

9NOW David said, “Is there still
anyone who is left of the house

of Saul, that I may show him kind-
ness for Jonathan’s lsake?”

2And there was a servant of the
house of Saul whose name was
mZiba. So when they had called him
to David, the king said to him, “Are
you Ziba?” He said, “At your ser-
vice!”

3Then the king said, “Is there not
still someone of the house of Saul,
to whom I may show the kindness
of God?” And Ziba said to the king,
“There is still a son of Jonathan who
is nlame in his feet.”

4So the king said to him, “Where
is he?” And Ziba said to the king, “In-
deed he is in the house of oMachir
the son of Ammiel, in Lo Debar.”
*8:9 Spelled Tou in 1 Chronicles 18:9
*8:10 Spelled Hadoram in 1 Chronicles 18:10
*8:12 Septuagint, Syriac, and some Hebrew
manuscripts read Edom. *8:13 Septuagint,
Syriac, and some Hebrew manuscripts read
Edomites (compare 1 Chronicles 18:12).
*8:17 Spelled Shavsha in 1 Chronicles 18:16

8:6,12 Syria. Hebrew Aram.
8:8 Betah. Or Tibhath.
9:1 kindness. Here is a striking picture of salvation by

grace. Grace (1) is kindness to a helpless one (vv. 1–3; Eph.
2:1,4–7); (2) gives a place of privilege to its recipient (v. 11;
Eph. 1:3–6); and (3) sustains and keeps him (v. 13; John
10:28–29).

DISPENSATIONS 
AND COVENANTS

As compared with a covenant, a dispensation empha-
sizes more fully the divine side. God presents or dis-
penses a specific revelation or application of His will as
the governing principle for each period, and when thus
presented it tests man’s response to God.

But a covenant involves the idea of an agreement be-
tween God and man, and may have reference to a par-
ticular individual or division of mankind.

Dispensation linked with Covenant
1. Innocence (Gen. 1:28) 1. Edenic (Gen. 2:16)
2. Conscience (Gen. 3:7) 2. Adamic (Gen. 3:15)
3. Human Government 3. Noahic (Gen. 9:16)

(Gen. 8:15)
4. Promise (Gen. 12:1) 4. Abrahamic (Gen. 12:2) 

and
6. Palestinian (Deut. 30:3)

5. Law (Ex. 19:1) 5. Mosaic (Ex. 19:5)
6. Church (Acts 2:1) 8. New Covenant (Heb. 8:8)
7. Kingdom (Rev. 20:4) 7. Davidic (2 Sam. 7:16)



of his servants to comfort him con-
cerning his father. And David’s ser-
vants came into the land of the peo-
ple of Ammon.

3And the princes of the people of
Ammon said to Hanun their lord,
“Do you think that David really
honors your father because he has
sent comforters to you? Has David
not rather sent his servants to you
to search the city, to spy it out, and
to overthrow it?”

4Therefore Hanun took David’s
servants, kshaved off half of their

5Then King David sent and
brought him out of the house of
Machir the son of Ammiel, from Lo
Debar.

6Now when aMephibosheth the
son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, had
come to David, he fell on his face
and prostrated himself. Then David
said, “Mephibosheth?” And he an-
swered, “Here is your servant!”

7So David said to him, b“Do not
fear, for I will surely show you kind-
ness for Jonathan your father’s sake,
and will restore to you all the land of
Saul your grandfather; and you shall
eat bread at my table continually.”

8Then he bowed himself, and
said, “What is your servant, that
you should look upon such a dead
cdog as I?”

9And the king called to Ziba, Saul’s
servant, and said to him, “I have
dgiven to your master’s son all that
belonged to Saul and to all his house.

10“You therefore, and your sons
and your servants, shall work the
land for him, and you shall bring in
the harvest, that your master’s son
may have food to eat. But Mephibo-
sheth your master’s son shall eat
bread at my table ealways.” Now Ziba
had fifteen sons and twenty servants.

11Then Ziba said to the king, “Ac-
cording to all that my lord the king
has commanded his servant, so will
your servant do.” “As for Mephibo-
sheth,” said the king, “he shall eat at
my table* like one of the king’s sons.”

12Mephibosheth had a young son
whose name was fMicha. And all
who dwelt in the house of Ziba
were servants of Mephibosheth.

13So Mephibosheth dwelt in
Jerusalem, for he ate continually at
the king’s gtable. And he was lame
in both his feet.

The Ammonite-Syrian campaigns
under Joab (v. 7) and David (v. 15)

(1 Chr. 19)

10IT happened after this that
the king of the hpeople of

Ammon died, and Hanun his son
reigned in his place.

2Then David said, “I will show
ikindness to Hanun the son of jNa-
hash, as his father showed kindness
to me.” So David sent by the hand
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*9:11 Septuagint reads David’s table.
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beards, cut off their garments in the
middle, at their abuttocks, and sent
them away.

5When they told David, he sent to
meet them, because the men were
greatly ashamed. And the king said,
“Wait at Jericho until your beards
have grown, and then return.”

6When the people of Ammon saw
that they had made themselves re-
pulsive to David, the people of Am-
mon sent and hired the bSyrians of
cBeth Rehob and the Syrians of
Zoba, twenty thousand foot soldiers;
and from the king of dMaacah one
thousand men, and from eIsh-Tob
twelve thousand men.

7Now when David heard of it, he
sent Joab and all the army of the
mighty men.

8Then the people of Ammon
came out and put themselves in bat-
tle array at the entrance of the gate.
And the Syrians of Zoba, Beth Re-
hob, Ish-Tob, and Maacah were by
themselves in the field.

9When Joab saw that the battle
line was against him before and be-
hind, he chose some of Israel’s best
and put them in battle array against
the Syrians.

10And the rest of the people he
put under the command of fAbishai
his brother, that he might set them
in battle array against the people of
Ammon.

11Then he said, “If the Syrians are
too strong for me, then you shall
help me; but if the people of Am-
mon are too strong for you, then I
will come and help you.

12“Be of good gcourage, and hlet
us be strong for our people and for
the cities of our God. And may the
LORD do what is igood in His sight.”

13So Joab and the people who
were with him drew near for the
battle against the Syrians, and they
jfled before him.

14When the people of Ammon
saw that the Syrians were fleeing,
they also fled before Abishai, and
entered the city. So Joab returned
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from the people of Ammon and
went to kJerusalem.

15When the Syrians saw that they
had been defeated by Israel, they
gathered together.

16Then Hadadezer* sent and
brought out the Syrians who were
beyond the River,* and they came to
Helam. And Shobach the comman-
der of Hadadezer’s army went be-
fore them.

17When it was told David, he gath-
ered all Israel, crossed over the Jor-
dan, and came to Helam. And the
Syrians set themselves in battle array
against David and fought with him.

18Then the Syrians fled before Is-
rael; and David killed lseven hun-
dred charioteers and forty thousand
horsemen of the Syrians, and struck
Shobach the commander of their
army, who died there.

19And when all the kings who
were servants to Hadadezer* saw
that they were defeated by Israel,
they made peace with Israel and
served them. So the Syrians were
afraid to help the people of Ammon
anymore.

David’s great sin

11IT happened in the spring of
the year, at the mtime when

kings go out to battle, that David
sent n Joab and his servants with
him, and all Israel; and they de-
stroyed the people of Ammon and
besieged oRabbah. But David re-
mained at Jerusalem.

2Then it happened one evening
that David arose from his bed and
walked on the roof of the king’s
house. And from the roof he psaw a
woman bathing, and the woman
was very beautiful to behold.

3So David sent and inquired
about the woman. And someone
said, “Is this not Bathsheba, the
daughter of Eliam, the wife of qUri-
ah the rHittite?”

4Then David sent messengers,
*10:16 Hebrew Hadarezer * That is, the
Euphrates *10:19 Hebrew Hadarezer

10:16 Shobach. Or Shophach, 1 Chr. 19:16,18.
10:18 hundred. Perhaps a scribal error for “thousand”;

compare 2 Sam. 8:4.
11:3 Bathsheba. Or Bathshua, 1 Chr. 3:5.

Bathsheba: of the oath. The wife of Uriah. David
commited adultery with her, and later married her.
Mother of Solomon.



the hottest battle, and retreat from
him, that he may be fstruck down
and die.”

16So it was, while Joab besieged
the city, that he assigned Uriah to a
place where he knew there were
valiant men.

17Then the men of the city came
out and fought with Joab. And some
of the people of the servants of David
fell; and Uriah the Hittite died also.

18Then Joab sent and told David
all the things concerning the war,

19and charged the messenger, say-
ing, “When you have finished telling
the matters of the war to the king,

20if it happens that the king’s
wrath rises, and he says to you:
‘Why did you approach so near to
the city when you fought? Did you
not know that they would shoot
from the wall?

21‘Who struck Abimelech the son
of Jerubbesheth? Was it not a woman
who cast a piece of a millstone on
him from the gwall, so that he died
in Thebez? Why did you go near the
wall?’—then you shall say, ‘Your ser-
vant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.’ ”

22So the messenger went, and
came and told David all that Joab
had sent by him.

23And the messenger said to Da-
vid, “Surely the men prevailed
against us and came out to us in the
field; then we drove them back as
far as the entrance of the gate.

24“The archers shot from the wall
at your servants; and some of the
king’s servants are dead, and your
servant Uriah the Hittite is dead
also.”

25Then David said to the messen-
ger, “Thus you shall say to Joab: ‘Do
not let this thing displease you, for
the sword devours one as well as
another. Strengthen your attack
against the city, and overthrow it.’
So encourage him.”

26When the wife of Uriah heard
that Uriah her husband was dead,
she mourned for her husband.

and took her; and she came to him,
and he a lay with her, for she was
cleansed from her b impurity; and
she returned to her house.

5And the woman conceived; so
she sent and told David, and said,
“I am with child.”

6Then David sent to Joab, saying,
“Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And
Joab sent Uriah to David.

7When Uriah had come to him,
David asked how Joab was doing,
and how the people were doing,
and how the war prospered.

8And David said to Uriah, “Go
down to your house and cwash your
feet.” So Uriah departed from the
king’s house, and a gift of food from
the king followed him.

9But Uriah slept at the ddoor of
the king’s house with all the ser-
vants of his lord, and did not go
down to his house.

10So when they told David, saying,
“Uriah did not go down to his
house,” David said to Uriah, “Did
you not come from a journey? Why
did you not go down to your house?”

11And Uriah esaid to David, “The
ark and Israel and Judah are
dwelling in tents, and my lord Joab
and the servants of my lord are en-
camped in the open fields. Shall I
then go to my house to eat and
drink, and to lie with my wife? As
you live, and as your soul lives, I
will not do this thing.”

12Then David said to Uriah, “Wait
here today also, and tomorrow I will
let you depart.” So Uriah remained
in Jerusalem that day and the next.

13Now when David called him,
he ate and drank before him; and he
made him drunk. And at evening he
went out to lie on his bed with the
servants of his lord, but he did not
go down to his house.

14In the morning it happened that
David wrote a letter to Joab and
sent it by the hand of Uriah.

15And he wrote in the letter, say-
ing, “Set Uriah in the forefront of
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Joab: Jehovah is father. The commander of David’s
army who fought against Saul and ended the rebellion
led by Absalom.

Uriah: light of Jehovah. Husband of Bathsheba and an
officer in David’s army. He was killed in battle so Da-
vid could marry Bathsheba.

11:21 Jerubbesheth. Or Jerubbaal, Judg. 6:32.



27And when her mourning was
aover, David sent and brought her
to his house, and she became his
wife and bore him a son. But the
thing that David had done bdis-
pleased the LORD.

Nathan rebukes David

12THEN the LORD sent cdNa-
than to David. And he ecame

to him, and said to him: “There
were two men in one city, one rich
and the other poor.

2“The rich man had exceedingly
many flocks and herds.

3“But the poor man had nothing,
except fone little ewe lamb which
he had bought and nourished; and it
grew up together with him and
with his children. It ate of his own
food and drank from his own cup
and lay in his bosom; and it was like
a daughter to him.

4“And a traveler came to the rich
man, who refused to take from his
own flock and from his own herd to
prepare one for the wayfaring man
who had come to him; but he gtook
the poor man’s lamb and prepared it
for the man who had come to him.”

5So David’s anger was greatly
aroused against the man, and he
said to Nathan, “As the LORD lives,
the man who has done this shall
surely hdie!

6“And he shall restore i fourfold
for the lamb, because he did this
thing and because he had no pity.”

7Then Nathan said to David, “You
are the man! Thus says the LORD
God of Israel: j‘I anointed you king
over Israel, and I delivered you from
the hand of Saul.

8‘I gave you your master’s house
and your master’s wives into your
keeping, and gave you the house of
Israel and Judah. And if that had
been too little, I also would have
given you much more!

9k ‘Why have you despised the
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commandment of the LORD, to do
evil in His lsight? mYou have killed
Uriah the Hittite with the sword;
you have taken his wife to be your
wife, and have killed him with the
sword of the people of Ammon.

10‘Now therefore, the sword shall
never depart from your nhouse, be-
cause you have despised Me, and
have taken the wife of Uriah the
Hittite to be your wife.’

11“Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, I
will raise up adversity against you
from your own house; and I will
take your wives before your eyes
and give them to your neighbor, and
he shall lie with your wives in the
sight of this osun.

12‘For you did it secretly, but I
will do this thing before all Israel,
before the sun.’ ”

David repents
of his sin with Bathsheba

13So David said to Nathan, p“I
have qsinned against the LORD.”
And Nathan said to David, “The
LORD also has rput away your sin;
you shall not die.

14“However, because by this deed
you have given great occasion to the
enemies of the LORD to sblaspheme,
the child also who is born to you
shall surely tdie.”

15Then Nathan departed to his
house.

And the uLORD struck the child
that Uriah’s wife bore to David, and
it became ill.

16David therefore pleaded with
God for the child, and David fasted
and went in and vlay all night on the
ground.

17So the elders of his house arose
and went to him, to raise him up
from the ground. But he would not,
nor did he eat food with them.

18Then on the seventh day it came
to pass that the child died. And the
servants of David were afraid to tell

Nathan: gift. The prophet who confronted David with
his sins regarding Bathsheba and Uriah.

12:9 Hittite. Until the twentieth century the Hittites
were unknown apart from the Bible. This once puzzling
reference to them has, however, been illuminated by the
findings of archaeology. From Egyptian monuments (Tell

el-Amarna Tablets) and the Assyrian texts, it has been
shown that these were the Kheta or Hatti. Expeditions in
the first dozen years of this century have revealed that Bog-
haz-koi in Asia Minor (east of Ankara, Turkey) was the cap-
ital of the Hittite Empire. Periods of Hittite prominence:
about 2000–1800 B.C. and about 1400–1200 B.C.



David, and said, “I have fought
against Rabbah, and I have taken
the city’s water supply.

28“Now therefore, gather the rest
of the people together and encamp
against the city and take it, lest I
take the city and it be called after
my name.”

29So David gathered all the peo-
ple together and went to Rabbah,
fought against it, and took it.

30Then he took their king’s crown
from his head. Its weight was a gtal-
ent of gold, with precious stones.
And it was set on David’s head. Also
he brought out the spoil of the city
in great abundance.

31And he brought out the people
who were in it, and put them to
work with saws and iron picks and
iron axes, and made them cross
over to the brick works. So he did to
all the cities of the people of Am-
mon. Then David and all the people
returned to Jerusalem.

Consequences of David’s sin
(chs. 13–-20): Amnon’s crime

13AFTER this hAbsalom the
son of David had a lovely sis-

ter, whose name was iTamar; and
jAmnon the son of David loved her.

2Amnon was so distressed over
his sister Tamar that he became
sick; for she was a virgin. And it
was improper for Amnon to do any-
thing to her.

3But Amnon had a friend whose
name was Jonadab the son of Shim-
eah, David’s brother. Now Jonadab
was a very crafty man.

4And he said to him, “Why are
you, the king’s son, becoming thin-
ner day after day? Will you not tell
me?” Amnon said to him, “I love Ta-
mar, my brother Absalom’s sister.”

5So Jonadab said to him, “Lie

him that the child was dead. For
they said, “Indeed, while the child
was alive, we spoke to him, and he
would not heed our voice. How can
we tell him that the child is dead?
He may do some harm!”

19When David saw that his ser-
vants were whispering, David per-
ceived that the child was dead.
Therefore David said to his ser-
vants, “Is the child dead?” And they
said, “He is dead.”

20So David arose from the ground,
washed and aanointed himself, and
changed his clothes; and he went
into the house of the LORD and wor-
shiped. Then he went to his own
house; and when he requested, they
set food before him, and he ate.

21Then his servants said to him,
“What is this that you have done?
You fasted and wept for the child
while he was alive, but when the
child died, you arose and ate food.”

22And he said, “While the child
was alive, I fasted and wept; for I
said, b ‘Who can tell whether the
LORD* will be gracious to me, that
the child may live?’

23“But now he is dead; why
should I fast? Can I bring him back
again? I shall go c to him, but he
shall dnot return to me.”

Birth of Solomon
24Then David comforted Bathshe-

ba his wife, and went in to her and
lay with her. So she bore a son, and
ehe* called his name Solomon. Now
the LORD loved him,

25and He sent word by the hand
of Nathan the prophet: So he* called
his name Jedidiah, because of the
LORD.

David and Joab take Rabbah
(1 Chr. 20:1–3)

26Now Joab fought against fRab-
bah of the people of Ammon, and
took the royal city.

27And Joab sent messengers to
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Solomon: peaceable. The son of David and Bathsheba
who became king after his father’s death. He was
known for his wealth and his wisdom.

12:25 Jedidiah. Literally beloved of the LORD. Neh.
13:26; compare Matt. 3:17.

Tamar: a palm tree. The daughter of David who was
raped by her half-brother, Amnon.

13:2 distressed. That is, frustrated in his desire. Com-
pare Gen. 39:2–12; Matt. 5:27–30.

13:3 Shimeah. Or Shammah, 1 Sam. 16:9.



down on your bed and pretend to
be ill. And when your father comes
to see you, say to him, ‘Please let
my sister Tamar come and give me
food, and prepare the food in my
sight, that I may see it and eat it
from her hand.’ ”

6Then Amnon lay down and pre-
tended to be ill; and when the king
came to see him, Amnon said to the
king, “Please let Tamar my sister
come and make a couple of acakes
for me in my sight, that I may eat
from her hand.”

7And David sent home to Tamar,
saying, “Now go to your brother
Amnon’s house, and prepare food
for him.”

8So Tamar went to her brother
Amnon’s house; and he was lying
down. Then she took flour and
kneaded it, made cakes in his sight,
and baked the cakes.

9And she took the pan and placed
them out before him, but he refused
to eat. Then Amnon said, “Have
everyone go out from bme.” And
they all went out from him.

10Then Amnon said to Tamar,
“Bring the food into the bedroom,
that I may eat from your hand.” And
Tamar took the cakes which she had
made, and brought them to Amnon
her brother in the bedroom.

11Now when she had brought
them to him to eat, he took hold of
her and said to her, “Come, c lie
with me, my sister.”

12But she answered him, “No, my
brother, do not force me, for no
such thing should be done in dIsra-
el. Do not do this edisgraceful thing!

13“And I, where could I take my
shame? And as for you, you would
be like one of the fools in Israel.
Now therefore, please speak to the
king; for he will not withhold me
from you.”

14However, he would not heed
her voice; and being stronger than
she, he forced her and lay with her.

15Then Amnon hated her exceed-
ingly, so that the hatred with which
he hated her was greater than the
love with which he had loved her.
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And Amnon said to her, “Arise, be
gone!”

16So she said to him, “No, indeed!
This evil of sending me away is
worse than the other that you did to
me.” But he would not listen to her.

17Then he called his servant who
attended him, and said, “Here! Put
this woman out, away from me, and
bolt the door behind her.”

18Now she had on a robe of many
colors, ffor the king’s virgin daugh-
ters wore such apparel. And his ser-
vant put her out and bolted the door
behind her.

19Then Tamar put gashes on her
head, and htore her robe of many
colors that was on her, and ilaid her
hand on her head and went away
crying bitterly.

20And Absalom her brother said
to her, “Has Amnon your brother
been with you? But now hold your
peace, my sister. He is your brother;
do not take this thing to heart.” So
Tamar remained desolate in her
brother Absalom’s house.

21But when King David heard of
all these things, he was very angry.

22And Absalom spoke to his
brother Amnon neither good nor
bad. For Absalom hated Amnon, be-
cause he had forced his sister Tamar.

Absalom avenges Tamar and flees
to Geshur

23And it came to pass, after two
full years, that Absalom had
sheepshearers in Baal Hazor, which
is near Ephraim; so Absalom invited
all the king’s sons.

24Then Absalom came to the king
and said, “Kindly note, your servant
has sheepshearers; please, let the
king and his servants go with your
servant.”

25But the king said to Absalom,
“No, my son, let us not all go now,
lest we be a burden to you.” Then
he urged him, but he would not go;
and he blessed him.

26Then Absalom said, “If not,
please let my brother Amnon go
with us.” And the king said to him,
“Why should he go with you?”

Amnon: faithful. The son of David who raped Tamar.
He was murdered by Absalom in revenge.

13:18 robe of many colors. Literally a long-sleeved
robe. Compare Gen. 37:3.



38So Absalom fled and went to
Geshur, and was there three years.

39And King David* longed to go
to* Absalom. For he had been hcom-
forted concerning Amnon, because
he was dead.

Joab’s stratagem to effect the return
of Absalom

14SO Joab the son of Zeruiah
perceived that the king’s

heart was concerned about Absalom.
2And Joab sent to iTekoa and

brought from there a wise woman,
and said to her, “Please pretend to be
a mourner, and jput on mourning ap-
parel; do not anoint yourself with oil,
but act like a woman who has been
mourning a long time for the dead.

3“Go to the king and kspeak to
him in this manner.” So lJoab put
the words in her mouth.

4And when the woman of Tekoa
spoke* to the king, she mfell on her
face to the ground and prostrated
herself, and said, “Help, O king!”

5Then the king said to her, “What
troubles you?” And she answered,
“Indeed I am a widow, my husband
is dead.

6“Now your maidservant had two
sons; and the two fought with each
other in the field, and there was no
one to part them, but the one struck
the other and killed him.

7“And now the whole family has
risen up against your maidservant,
and they said, ‘Deliver him who
struck his brother, that we may exe-
cute him nfor the life of his brother
whom he killed; and we will de-
stroy the heir also.’ So they would
extinguish my ember that is left,
and leave to my husband neither
name nor remnant on the earth.”

8Then the king said to the
woman, “Go to your house, and I
will give orders concerning you.”

9And the woman of Tekoa said to
the king, “My lord, O king, let the

27But Absalom urged him; so he
let Amnon and all the king’s sons go
with him.

28Now Absalom had commanded
his servants, saying, “Watch now,
when Amnon’s heart is amerry with
wine, and when I say to you, ‘Strike
Amnon!’ then kill him. Do not be
afraid. Have I not commanded you?
Be courageous and valiant.”

29So the servants of Absalom bdid
to Amnon as Absalom had com-
manded. Then all the king’s sons
arose, and each one got on chis
mule and fled.

30And it came to pass, while they
were on the way, that news came to
David, saying, “Absalom has killed
all the king’s sons, and not one of
them is left!”

31So the king arose and tore his
garments and d lay on the ground,
and all his servants stood by with
their clothes torn.

32Then eJonadab the son of Shim-
eah, David’s brother, answered and
said, “Let not my lord suppose they
have killed all the young men, the
king’s sons, for only Amnon is dead.
For by the command of Absalom
this has been determined from the
day that he forced his sister Tamar.

33“Now therefore, let not my lord
the king take the thing to his fheart,
to think that all the king’s sons are
dead. For only Amnon is dead.”

34Then Absalom fled. And the
young man who was keeping watch
lifted his eyes and looked, and there,
many people were coming from the
road on the hillside behind him.*

35And Jonadab said to the king,
“Look, the king’s sons are coming;
as your servant said, so it is.”

36So it was, as soon as he had fin-
ished speaking, that the king’s sons
indeed came, and they lifted up their
voice and wept. Also the king and all
his servants wept very bitterly.

Absalom’s flight to Geshur
37But Absalom fled and went to

gTalmai the son of Ammihud, king
of Geshur. And David mourned for
his son every day.
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Absalom: of peace. The son of David who murdered
Amnon and led a revolt against his father.



a iniquity be on me and on my fa-
ther’s house, and the king and his
throne be bguiltless.”

10So the king said, “Whoever says
anything to you, bring him to me,
and he shall not touch you any-
more.”

11Then she said, “Please let the
king remember the LORD your God,
and do not permit the cavenger of
blood to destroy anymore, lest they
destroy my son.” And he said, “As
the LORD lives, not one hair of your
son shall fall to the dground.”

12Therefore the woman said,
“Please, let your maidservant speak
another word to my lord the king.”
And he said, “Say on.”

13So the woman said: “Why then
have you schemed such a thing
against the people of God? For the
king speaks this thing as one who is
guilty, in that the king does not
bring ehis banished one home again.

14“For we will surely fdie and be-
come like water spilled on the
ground, which cannot be gathered
up again. Yet God does not take
away a life; but He gdevises means,
so that His banished ones are not
expelled from Him.

15“Now therefore, I have come to
speak of this thing to my lord the
king because the people have made
me afraid. And your maidservant
said, ‘I will now speak to the king; it
may be that the king will perform
the request of his maidservant.

16‘For the king will hear and de-
liver his maidservant from the hand
of the man who would destroy me
and my son together from the hin-
heritance of God.’

17“Your maidservant said, ‘The
word of my lord the king will now
be comforting; for ias the jangel of
God, so is my lord the king in kdis-
cerning good and evil. And may the
LORD your God be with you.’ ”

18Then the king answered and
said to the woman, “Please do not
hide from me anything that I ask
you.” And the woman said, “Please,
let my lord the king speak.”

19So the king said, “Is the hand of
Joab with you in all this?” And the
woman answered and said, “As you
live, my lord the king, no one can
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turn to the right hand or to the left
from anything that my lord the king
has spoken. For your servant Joab
commanded me, and lhe put all
these words in the mouth of your
maidservant.

20“To bring about this change of
affairs your servant Joab has done
this thing; but my lord is wise, ac-
cording to the wisdom of the mangel
of God, to nknow everything that is
in the earth.”

David forgives Absalom
21And the king said to Joab, “All

right, I have granted this thing. Go
therefore, bring back the young
man Absalom.”

22Then Joab fell to the ground on
his face and bowed himself, and
thanked the king. And Joab said,
“Today your servant knows that I
have found favor in your sight, my
lord, O king, in that the king has
fulfilled the request of his servant.”

23So Joab arose and went to oGe-
shur, and brought Absalom to Jeru-
salem.

24And the king said, “Let him re-
turn to his own house, but do not
let him see my face.” So Absalom
returned to his own house, but did
not see the king’s face.

25Now in all Israel there was no
one who was praised as much as Ab-
salom for his good looks. From the
sole of his foot to the crown of his
head there was no blemish in him.

26And when he cut the hair of his
head—at the end of every year he
pcut it because it was heavy on
him—when he cut it, he weighed
the hair of his head at two hundred
shekels according to the king’s stan-
dard.

27To Absalom were born three
sons, and one daughter whose
name was qTamar. She was a
woman of beautiful appearance.

28And Absalom dwelt two full
years in Jerusalem, but did not see
the king’s face.

29Therefore Absalom sent for
Joab, to send him to the king, but
he would not come to him. And
when he sent again the second
time, he would not come.

30So he said to his servants, “See,



but there is no deputy of the king to
hear you.”

4Moreover Absalom would fsay,
“Oh, that I were made judge in the
land, and everyone who has any
suit or cause would come to me;
then I would give him justice.”

5And so it was, whenever anyone
came near to bow down to him,
that he would put out his hand and
take him and gkiss him.

6In this manner Absalom acted
toward all Israel who came to the
king for judgment. So Absalom stole
the hearts of the men of Israel.

Absalom’s rebellion
7Now it came to pass after forty

years that Absalom said to the king,
“Please, let me go to hHebron and
pay the ivow which I made to the
LORD.

8“For your servant took a vow
while I dwelt at Geshur in Syria,
saying, ‘If the LORD indeed brings
me back to Jerusalem, jthen I will
serve the LORD.’ ”

9And the king said to him, “Go in
peace.” So he arose and went to He-
bron.

10Then Absalom sent spies
throughout all the tribes of Israel, say-
ing, “As soon as you hear the ksound
of the trumpet, then you shall say,
‘Absalom lreigns in mHebron!’ ”

11And with Absalom went two
hundred men invited from Jeru-
salem, and they went along inno-
cently and did not know anything.

12Then Absalom sent for nAhitho-

Joab’s field is near mine, and he has
barley there; go and set it on fire.”
And Absalom’s servants set the field
on fire.

31Then Joab arose and came to
Absalom’s house, and said to him,
“Why have your servants set my
field on fire?”

32And Absalom answered Joab,
“Look, I sent to you, saying, ‘Come
here, so that I may send you to the
king, to say, “Why have I come from
Geshur? It would be better for me to
be there still.” ’ Now therefore, let
me see the king’s face; but aif there is
iniquity in me, let him execute me.”

33So Joab went to the king and
told him. And when he had called
for Absalom, he came to the king
and bowed himself on his face to
the ground before the king. Then
the king bkissed Absalom.

III. From the Revolt of Absalom to the
Numbering of the People, 15—24

15AFTER this it happened that
Absalom cprovided himself

with chariots and horses, and fifty
men to run before him.

2Now Absalom would rise early
and dstand beside the way to the
gate. So it was, whenever anyone
who had a e lawsuit came to the
king for a decision, that Absalom
would call to him and say, “What
city are you from?” And he would
say, “Your servant is from such and
such a tribe of Israel.”

3Then Absalom would say to him,
“Look, your case is good and right;
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phel the Gilonite, David’s counselor,
from his city—from aGiloh—while
he offered sacrifices. And the con-
spiracy grew strong, for the people
with Absalom continually b in-
creased in number.

David flees
13Now a messenger came to Da-

vid, saying, “The hearts of the men
of Israel are with Absalom.”

14So David said to all his servants
who were with him at Jerusalem,
c“Arise, and let us flee, or we shall
not escape from Absalom. Make
haste to depart, lest he overtake us
suddenly and bring disaster upon
us, and strike the city with the edge
of the sword.”

15And the king’s servants said to
the king, “We are your servants,
ready to do whatever my lord the
king commands.”

16Then the king went out with all
his household after him. But the
king left ten women, dconcubines,
to keep the house.

17And the king went out with all
the people after him, and stopped at
the outskirts.

18Then all his servants passed be-
fore him; and all the eCherethites,
all the Pelethites, and all the Git-
tites, fsix hundred men who had fol-
lowed him from Gath, passed before
the king.

19Then the king said to Ittai the
Gittite, “Why are you also going
with us? Return and remain with
the king. For you are a foreigner and
also an exile from your own place.

20“In fact, you came only yester-
day. Should I make you wander up
and down with us today, since I go I
know not where? Return, and take
your brethren back. Mercy and
truth be with you.”

21But Ittai answered the king and
said, “As the LORD lives, and as my
lord the king lives, surely in what-
ever place my lord the king shall
gbe, whether in death or life, even
there also your servant will be.”

22So David said to Ittai, “Go, and
cross over.” Then Ittai the Gittite
and all his men and all the little ones
who were with him crossed over.

23And all the country wept with a
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loud voice, and all the people
crossed over. The king himself also
crossed over the Brook Kidron, and
all the people crossed over toward
the way of the hwilderness.

Ark returned to Jerusalem
24There was iZadok also, and all

the Levites with him, bearing the
jark of the covenant of God. And
they set down the ark of God, and
kAbiathar went up until all the peo-
ple had finished crossing over from
the city.

25Then the king said to Zadok,
“Carry the ark of God back into the
city. If I find favor in the eyes of the
LORD, He will lbring me back and
show me both it and mHis dwelling
place.

26“But if He says thus: ‘I have no
ndelight in you,’ here I am, olet Him
do to me as seems good to Him.”

27The king also said to Zadok the
priest, “Are you not a pseer? Return
to the city in peace, and your two
sons with you, qAhimaaz your son,
and Jonathan the son of Abiathar.

28“See, I will wait in the plains of
the rwilderness until word comes
from you to inform me.”

29Therefore Zadok and Abiathar
carried the ark of God back to Jeru-
salem. And they remained there.

30So David went up by the Ascent
of the Mount of Olives, and wept as
he went up; and he had his shead
covered and went tbarefoot. And all
the people who were with him cov-
ered their heads and went up,
weeping as they went up.

31Then someone told David, say-
ing, u“Ahithophel is among the con-
spirators with Absalom.” And David
said, “O LORD, I pray, vturn the coun-
sel of Ahithophel into foolishness!”

Hushai sent back
32Now it happened when David

had come to the top of the moun-
tain, where he worshiped God—
there was Hushai the wArchite com-
ing to meet him with his robe torn
and dust on his head.

33David said to him, “If you go on
with me, then you will become a
burden to me.

34“But if you return to the city,



name was Shimei the son of Gera,
coming from there. He came out,
lcursing continuously as he came.

6And he threw stones at David
and at all the servants of King Da-
vid. And all the people and all the
mighty men were on his right hand
and on his left.

7Also Shimei said thus when he
cursed: “Come out! Come out! You
bloodthirsty man, you mrogue!

8“The LORD has brought upon you
all the nblood of the house of Saul,
in whose place you have reigned;
and the LORD has delivered the king-
dom into the hand of Absalom your
son. So now you are caught in your
own evil, because you are a blood-
thirsty man!”

9Then Abishai the son of Zeruiah
said to the king, “Why should this
dead odog curse my lord the king?
Please, let me go over and ptake off
his head!”

10But the king said, “What have I
to do with you, you qsons of Zerui-
ah? So let him curse, because the
LORD has said to him, ‘Curse David.’
Who then shall say, ‘Why have you
done so?’ ”

11And David said to Abishai and
all his servants, “See how my son
who came from my own body seeks
my life. How much more now may
this Benjamite? Let him alone, and
let him curse; rfor so the LORD has
ordered him.

12“It may be that the LORD will
look on my affliction,* and that the
LORD will srepay me with tgood for
his cursing this day.”

13And as David and his men went
along the road, Shimei went along
the hillside opposite him and cursed
as he went, threw stones at him and
kicked up dust.

14Now the king and all the people
who were with him became weary;
so they refreshed themselves there.

Absalom enters Jerusalem
15Meanwhile Absalom and all the

people, the men of Israel, came to

and say to Absalom, ‘I will be your
aservant, O king; as I was your fa-
ther’s servant previously, so I will
now also be your servant,’ then you
may defeat the counsel of Ahitho-
phel for me.

35“And do you not have bZadok
and Abiathar the priests with you
there? Therefore it will be that
whatever you hear from the king’s
house, you shall tell to Zadok and
Abiathar the priests.

36“Indeed they have there with
them their two sons, Ahimaaz, Za-
dok’s son, and Jonathan, Abiathar’s
son; and by them you shall send me
everything you hear.”

37So Hushai, David’s c friend,
went into the city. And Absalom
came into dJerusalem.

Ziba, the false servant
of Mephibosheth

16WHEN David was a little
epast the top of the moun-

tain, there was fZiba the servant of
Mephibosheth, who met him gwith
a couple of saddled donkeys, and on
them two hundred loaves of bread,
one hundred clusters of raisins, one
hundred summer fruits, and a skin
of wine.

2And the king said to Ziba, “What
do you mean to do with these?” So
Ziba said, “The donkeys are for the
king’s household to ride on, the
bread and summer fruit for the
young men to eat, and the wine for
those who are faint in the hwilder-
ness to drink.”

3Then the king said, “And where
is your imaster’s son?” And Ziba
said to the jking, “Indeed he is stay-
ing in Jerusalem, for he said, ‘Today
the house of Israel will restore the
kingdom of my father to me.’ ”

4So the king said to Ziba, “Here,
all that belongs to Mephibosheth is
yours.” And Ziba said, “I humbly
bow before you, that I may find fa-
vor in your sight, my lord, O king!”

Shimei curses David
5Now when King David came to

kBahurim, there was a man from the
family of the house of Saul, whose
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a Jerusalem; and Ahithophel was
with him.

16And so it was, bwhen Hushai
the Archite, David’s friend, came to
Absalom, that cHushai said to Absa-
lom, “Long live the king! Long live
the king!”

17So Absalom said to Hushai, “Is
this your loyalty to your friend? dWhy
did you not go with your efriend?”

18And Hushai said to Absalom,
“No, but whom the LORD and this
people and all the men of Israel
choose, his I will be, and with him I
will remain.

19“Furthermore, whom should I
serve? Should I not serve in the
presence of his son? As I have
served in your father’s presence, so
will I be in your presence.”

20Then Absalom said to fAhitho-
phel, “Give advice as to what we
should do.”

21And Ahithophel said to Absa-
lom, “Go in to your father’s gconcu-
bines, whom he has left to keep the
house; and all Israel will hear that
you are abhorred by your father.
Then the hhands of all who are with
you will be strong.”

22So they pitched a tent for Absa-
lom on the top of the house, and
Absalom went i in j to his father’s
concubines in the sight of all Israel.

23Now the advice of Ahithophel,
which he gave in those days, was as
if one had inquired at the oracle of
God. So was all the advice of
Ahithophel both with David and
with Absalom.

Hushai thwarts Ahithophel

17MOREOVER Ahithophel said
to Absalom, “Now let me

choose twelve thousand men, and I
will arise and pursue David tonight.

2“I will come upon him while he
is kweary and weak, and make him
afraid. And all the people who are
with him will flee, and I will strike
lonly the king.

3“Then I will bring back all the
people to you. When all return ex-
cept the man whom you seek, all
the people will be at peace.”

4And the saying pleased Absalom
and all the melders of Israel.

5Then Absalom said, “Now call
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Hushai the Archite also, and let us
hear what he nsays too.”

6And when Hushai came to Absa-
lom, Absalom spoke to him, saying,
“Ahithophel has spoken in this
manner. Shall we do as he says? If
not, speak up.”

7So Hushai said to Absalom: “The
advice that Ahithophel has given is
not good at this time.

8“For,” said Hushai, “you know
your father and his men, that they
are mighty men, and they are en-
raged in their minds, o like a bear
robbed of her cubs in the field; and
your father is a man of war, and will
not camp with the people.

9“Surely by now he is hidden in
some pit, or in some other place.
And it will be, when some of them
are overthrown at the first, that
whoever hears it will say, ‘There is
a slaughter among the people who
follow Absalom.’

10“And even he who is valiant,
whose heart is like the heart of a
lion, will pmelt completely. For all
Israel knows that your father is a
mighty man, and those who are
with him are valiant men.

11“Therefore I advise that all Isra-
el be fully gathered to you, q from
Dan to Beersheba, r like the sand
that is by the sea for multitude, and
that you go to battle in person.

12“So we will come upon him in
some place where he may be found,
and we will fall on him as the dew
falls on the ground. And of him and
all the men who are with him there
shall not be left so much as one.

13“Moreover, if he has withdrawn
into a city, then all Israel shall bring
ropes to that city; and we will spull
it into the river, until there is not
one small stone found there.”

14So Absalom and all the men of
Israel said, “The advice of Hushai
the Archite is better than the advice
of Ahithophel.” For the tLORD had
purposed to defeat the good advice
of Ahithophel, to the intent that the
LORD might bring disaster on Absa-
lom.

Hushai’s warning saves David
15Then Hushai said to Zadok and

Abiathar the priests, “Thus and so



25And Absalom made kAmasa
captain of the army instead of Joab.
This Amasa was the son of a man
whose name was Jithra,* an Israel-
ite,* who had gone in to Abigail the
daughter of Nahash, sister of Zerui-
ah, Joab’s mother.

26So Israel and Absalom en-
camped in the land of Gilead.

David befriended
27Now it happened, when David

had come to Mahanaim, that Shobi
the son of lNahash from Rabbah of
the people of Ammon, mMachir the
son of Ammiel from Lo Debar, and
nBarzillai the Gileadite from Rogelim,

28brought beds and basins, earth-
en vessels and wheat, barley and
flour, parched grain and beans,
lentils and parched seeds,

29honey and curds, sheep and
cheese of the herd, for David and
the people who were with him to
eat. For they said, “The opeople are
hungry and weary and thirsty in the
wilderness.”

Battle in woods of Ephraim

18AND David numbered the
people who were with him,

and pset captains of thousands and
captains of hundreds over them.

2Then David sent out one qthird
of the people under the hand of
Joab, one third under the hand of
Abishai the son of Zeruiah, Joab’s
brother, and one third under the
hand of rIttai the Gittite. And the
king said to the people, “I also will
surely go out with you myself.”

3But the people answered, “You
shall not go out! For if we flee away,
they will not care about us; nor if
half of us die, will they care about
us. But you are worth ten thousand
of us now. For you are now more
help to us in the city.”

4Then the king said to them,
“Whatever seems best to you I will
do.” So the king stood beside the
gate, and all the people went out by
hundreds and by thousands.

Ahithophel advised Absalom and
the elders of Israel, and thus and so
I have advised.

16“Now therefore, send quickly
and tell David, saying, ‘Do not spend
this night in the aplains of the
wilderness, but speedily cross over,
lest the king and all the people who
are with him be swallowed up.’ ”

17Now b Jonathan and Ahimaaz
stayed at cEn Rogel, for they dared
not be seen coming into the city; so
a female servant would come and
tell them, and they would go and
tell King David.

18Nevertheless a lad saw them,
and told Absalom. But both of them
went away quickly and came to a
man’s house in dBahurim, who had
a well in his court; and they went
down into it.

19Then the woman took and
spread a covering over the well’s
mouth, and spread ground grain on
it; and the thing was not eknown.

20And when Absalom’s servants
came to the woman at the house,
they said, “Where are Ahimaaz and
Jonathan?” So the woman fsaid to
them, “They have gone over the
water brook.” And when they had
searched and could not find them,
they returned to Jerusalem.

21Now it came to pass, after they
had departed, that they came up out
of the well and went and told King
David, and said to David, “Arise and
cross over the water quickly. For thus
has Ahithophel advised against you.”

22So David and all the people who
were with him arose and crossed
over the Jordan. By morning light
not one of them was left who had
not gone over the Jordan.

23Now when Ahithophel saw that
his advice was not followed, he sad-
dled a donkey, and arose and went
home to his house, to ghis city.
Then he put his hhousehold in or-
der, and ihanged himself, and died;
and he was buried in his father’s
tomb.

Absalom pursues David
24Then David went to jMahana-

im. And Absalom crossed over the
Jordan, he and all the men of Israel
with him.
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5Now the king had commanded
Joab, Abishai, and Ittai, saying, “Deal
gently for my sake with the young
man Absalom.” And all the people
heard when the king gave all the cap-
tains aorders concerning Absalom.

6So the people went out into the
field of battle against Israel. And the
battle was in the bwoods of Ephraim.

7The people of Israel were over-
thrown there before the servants of
David, and a great slaughter of
twenty thousand took place there
that day.

8For the battle there was scat-
tered over the face of the whole
countryside, and the woods de-
voured more people that day than
the sword devoured.

Joab kills Absalom
9Then Absalom met the servants

of David. Absalom rode on a mule.
The mule went under the thick
boughs of a great terebinth tree, and
chis head caught in the terebinth;
so he was left hanging between
heaven and earth. And the mule
which was under him went on.

10Now a certain man saw it and
told Joab, and said, “I just saw Absa-
lom hanging in a terebinth tree!”

11So Joab said to the man who
told him, “You just saw him! And
why did you not strike him there to
the ground? I would have given you
ten dshekels of silver and a belt.”

12But the man said to Joab,
“Though I were to receive a thou-
sand eshekels of silver in my hand, I
would not raise my hand against the
king’s son. For in our hearing the
king commanded you and Abishai
and Ittai, saying, ‘Beware lest anyone
touch the young man Absalom!’*

13“Otherwise I would have dealt
falsely against my own life. For
there is nothing hidden from the
king, and you yourself would have
set yourself against me.”

14Then Joab said, “I cannot linger
with you.” And he took three spears
in his hand and thrust them
through Absalom’s heart, while he
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was still alive in the midst of the
terebinth tree.

15And ten young men who bore
Joab’s armor surrounded Absalom,
and struck and killed him.

16So Joab fblew the trumpet, and
the people returned from pursuing
Israel. For Joab held back the people.

17And they took Absalom and cast
him into a large pit in the woods,
and laid a very large heap of stones
over him. Then all Israel g fled,
everyone to his tent.

18Now Absalom in his lifetime
had taken and set up a pillar for
himself, which is in the King’s Val-
ley. For he said, “I have no son to
keep my name in remembrance.”
He called the pillar after his own
name. And to this day it is called
Absalom’s Monument.

David’s grief
19Then hAhimaaz the son of Za-

dok said, “Let me run now and take
the news to the king, how the LORD
has avenged him of his enemies.”

20And Joab said to him, “You shall
not take the news this day, for you
shall take the news another day. But
today you shall take no news, be-
cause the king’s son is dead.”

21Then Joab said to the Cushite,
“Go, tell the king what you have
seen.” So the Cushite bowed him-
self to Joab and ran.

22And Ahimaaz the son of Zadok
said again to Joab, “But whatever
happens, please let me also run af-
ter the Cushite.” So Joab said,
“Why will you run, my son, since
you have no news ready?”

23“But whatever happens,” he
said, “let me run.” So he said to him,
“Run.” Then Ahimaaz ran by way of
the plain, and outran the Cushite.

24Now David was sitting between
the two igates. And the jwatchman
went up to the roof over the gate, to
the wall, lifted his eyes and looked,
and there was a man, running alone.

25Then the watchman cried out
and told the king. And the king said,
“If he is alone, there is news in his
mouth.” And he came rapidly and
drew near.
*18:12 The ancient versions read ‘Protect the
young man Absalom for me!’

Joab: Jehovah is father. The commander of David’s
army who fought against Saul and ended the rebellion
led by Absalom.



ashamed steal away when they flee
in battle.

4But the king covered his face,
and the king cried out with a loud
voice, “O my son Absalom! O Absa-
lom, my son, imy son!”

5Then jJoab came into the house
to the king, and said, “Today you
have disgraced all your servants
who today have saved your life, the
lives of your sons and daughters,
the lives of your wives and the lives
of your concubines,

6“in that you love your enemies
and hate your friends. For you have
declared today that you regard nei-
ther princes nor servants; for today
I perceive that if Absalom had lived
and all of us had died today, then it
would have pleased you well.

7“Now therefore, arise, go out and
speak comfort to your servants. For I
swear by the LORD, if you do not go
out, not one will stay with you this
night. And that will be worse for you
than all the evil that has befallen you
from your youth until now.”

David restored to his kingdom
8Then the king arose and sat in

the kgate. And they told all the peo-
ple, saying, “There is the king, sit-
ting in the gate.” So all the people
came before the king. For everyone
of Israel had lfled to his tent.

9Now all the people were in a dis-
pute throughout all the tribes of Is-
rael, saying, “The king saved us
from the hand of our menemies, he
delivered us from the hand of the
nPhilistines, and now ohe has fled
from the land because of Absalom.

10“But Absalom, whom pwe
anointed over us, has died in battle.
Now therefore, why do you say noth-
ing about bringing back the king?”

11So King David sent to qZadok
and Abiathar the priests, saying,
“Speak to the elders of Judah, say-
ing, ‘Why are you the last to bring
the king back to his house, since
the words of all Israel have come to
the king, to his very house?

12‘You are my brethren, you are my
rbone and my flesh. Why then are
you the last to bring back the king?’

13“And say to sAmasa, ‘Are you
not my bone and my flesh? God do

26Then the watchman saw anoth-
er man running, and the watchman
called to the gatekeeper and said,
“There is another man, running
alone!” And the king said, “He also
brings news.”

27So the watchman said, “I think
the running of the first is like the
running of Ahimaaz the son of Za-
dok.” And the king said, “He is a
good man, and comes with agood
news.”

28So Ahimaaz called out and said
to the king, “All is well!” Then he
bowed down with his face to the
earth before the king, and said,
b“Blessed be the LORD your God, who
has delivered up the men who raised
their hand against my lord the king!”

29The king said, “Is the young
man Absalom safe?” Ahimaaz an-
swered, “When c Joab sent the
king’s servant and me your servant,
I saw a great tumult, but I did not
know what it was about.”

30And the king said, “Turn aside
and stand here.” So he turned aside
and stood still.

31Just then the Cushite came, and
the Cushite said, “There is good
news, my lord the king! For the
LORD has avenged you this day of all
those who rose against you.”

32And the king said to the Cush-
ite, “Is the young man Absalom
safe?” So the Cushite answered,
“May the enemies of my lord the
king, and all who rise against you to
do harm, be like that young man!”

33Then the king was deeply
moved, and went up to the chamber
over the gate, and wept. And as he
went, he said thus: “O my son dAb-
salom—my son, my son Absalom—
if only I had died in eyour place! O
Absalom my son, fmy son!”

Joab reproves David

19AND Joab was told, “Behold,
the king is weeping and

gmourning for Absalom.”
2So the victory that day was

turned into hmourning for all the
people. For the people heard it said
that day, “The king is grieved for his
son.”

3And the people stole back into
the city that day, as people who are
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so to me, and more also, if you are
not commander of the army before
me continually in place of aJoab.’ ”

14So he swayed the hearts of all
the bmen of Judah, just as the heart
of one man, so that they sent this
word to the king: “Return, you and
all your servants!”

15Then the king returned and
came to the Jordan. And Judah came
to cGilgal, to go to meet the king, to
escort the king dacross the Jordan.

16And eShimei the son of Gera, a
Benjamite, who was from Bahurim,
hurried and came down with the
men of Judah to meet King David.

17There were a thousand men of
fBenjamin with him, and gZiba the
servant of the house of Saul, and his
fifteen sons and his twenty servants
with him; and they went over the
Jordan before the king.

18Then a ferryboat went across to
carry over the king’s household, and
to do what he thought good.

Now Shimei the son of Gera fell
down before the king when he had
crossed the Jordan.

19Then he said to the king, “Do
not let my lord impute iniquity to
me, or remember what hwrong
your servant did on the day that my
lord the king left Jerusalem, that the
king should take it to iheart.

20“For I, your servant, know that
I have sinned. Therefore here I am,
the first to come today of all the
jhouse of Joseph to go down to meet
my lord the king.”

21But Abishai the son of Zeruiah
answered and said, “Shall not Shim-
ei be put to death for this, kbecause
he lcursed the LORD’S anointed?”

22And David said, “What have I to
do with you, you sons of mZeruiah,
that you should be adversaries to me
today? Shall any nman be put to death
today in Israel? For do I not know
that today I am king over Israel?”

23Therefore the king said to Shim-
ei, “You shall not die.” And the king
swore to him.

24Now oMephibosheth the son of
Saul came down to meet the king.
And he had not cared for his feet,
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nor trimmed his mustache, nor
washed his clothes, from the day
the king departed until the day he
returned in peace.

25So it was, when he had come to
Jerusalem to meet the king, that the
king said to him, “Why did you not
go with me, Mephibosheth?”

26And he answered, “My lord, O
king, my servant deceived me. For
your servant said, ‘I will saddle a
donkey for myself, that I may ride
on it and go to the king,’ because
your servant is lame.

27“And he phas slandered your
servant to my lord the king, but my
lord the king is qlike the rangel of
God. Therefore do what is good in
your eyes.

28“For all my father’s house were
but dead men before my lord the
king. Yet you sset your servant
among those who eat at your own
table. Therefore what right have I
still to cry out anymore to the king?”

29So the king said to him, “Why
do you speak anymore of your mat-
ters? I have said, ‘You and Ziba di-
vide the land.’ ”

30Then Mephibosheth said to the
king, “Rather, let him take it all, inas-
much as my lord the king has come
back in peace to his own house.”

31And tBarzillai the Gileadite
came down from Rogelim and went
across the Jordan with the king, to
escort him across the Jordan.

32Now Barzillai was a very aged
man, eighty years old. And he had
provided the king with supplies
while he stayed at Mahanaim, for
he was a very rich man.

33And the king said to Barzillai,
“Come across with me, and I will
provide for you while you are with
me in Jerusalem.”

34But Barzillai said to the king,
“How long have I to live, that I
should go up with the king to Jeru-
salem?

35“I am today eighty years old.
Can I discern between the good and
bad? Can your servant taste what I
eat or what I drink? Can I hear any
longer the voice of singing men and

19:19 impute. For divine imputation, see James 2:23,
note; compare 1 Sam. 22:15.

19:22 What have I to do with you. That is, What have
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Revolt under Sheba mars David’s
return to Jerusalem

20AND there happened to be
there a rebel,* whose name

was Sheba the son of Bichri, a Ben-
jamite. And he blew a trumpet, and
said:

“We have no eshare in David,
Nor do we have inheritance in

the son of Jesse;
Every man to his ftents,

O Israel!”
2So every man of Israel deserted

David, and followed Sheba the son
of Bichri. But the gmen of Judah,
from the Jordan as far as Jerusalem,
remained loyal to their king.

3Now David came to his house at
Jerusalem. And the king took the
ten women, his hconcubines whom
he had left to keep the house, and
put them in seclusion and support-
ed them, but did not go in to them.
So they were shut up to the day of
their death, living in widowhood.

Joab murders Amasa
4And the king said to Amasa,

i“Assemble the men of Judah for me
within three days, and be present
here yourself.”

5So Amasa went to assemble the
men of Judah. But he delayed longer
than the set time which David had
appointed him.

6And David said to jAbishai,
“Now Sheba the son of Bichri will
do us more harm than Absalom.
Take your lord’s servants and pursue
him, lest he find for himself fortified
cities, and escape us.”

7So Joab’s men, with the
kCherethites, the Pelethites, and lall
the mighty men, went out after him.
And they went out of Jerusalem to
pursue Sheba the son of Bichri.

8When they were at the large
stone which is in Gibeon, Amasa
came before them. Now Joab was
dressed in battle armor; on it was a
belt with a sword fastened in its
sheath at his hips; and as he was go-
ing forward, it fell out.

9Then Joab said to Amasa, “Are
you in health, my brother?” And

singing women? Why then should
your servant be a further burden to
my lord the king?

36“Your servant will go a little
way across the Jordan with the
king. And why should the king re-
pay me with such a reward?

37“Please let your servant turn
back again, that I may die in my
own city, near the grave of my fa-
ther and mother. But here is your
servant aChimham; let him cross
over with my lord the king, and do
for him what seems good to you.”

38And the king answered, “Chim-
ham shall cross over with me, and I
will do for him what seems good to
you. Now whatever you request of
me, I will do for you.”

39Then all the people went over
the Jordan. And when the king had
crossed over, the king kissed Barzil-
lai and blessed him, and he re-
turned to his own place.

40Now the king went on to Gil-
gal, and Chimham* went on with
him. And all the people of Judah es-
corted the king, and also half the
people of Israel.

Strife between Judah and Israel
about their part in David, the king
41Just then all the men of Israel

came to the king, and said to the
king, b“Why have our brethren, the
men of Judah, stolen you away and
cbrought the king, his household,
and all David’s men with him across
the Jordan?”

42So all the men of Judah an-
swered the men of Israel, “Because
the king is a close relative of ours.
Why then are you angry over this
matter? Have we ever eaten at the
king’s expense? Or has he given us
any gift?”

43And the men of Israel answered
the men of Judah, and said, “We
have dten shares in the king; there-
fore we also have more right to Da-
vid than you. Why then do you de-
spise us—were we not the first to
advise bringing back our king?” Yet
the words of the men of Judah were
fiercer than the words of the men of
Israel.
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Joab took Amasa by the beard with
his right hand to kiss him.

10But Amasa did not notice the
sword that was in Joab’s hand. And
he astruck him with it in the stom-
ach, and his entrails poured out on
the ground; and he did not strike
him again. Thus he died. Then Joab
and Abishai his brother pursued
Sheba the son of Bichri.

11Meanwhile one of Joab’s men
stood near Amasa, and said, “Who-
ever favors Joab and whoever is for
David—follow Joab!”

12But Amasa wallowed in his
blood in the middle of the highway.
And when the man saw that all the
people stood still, he moved Amasa
from the highway to the field and
threw a garment over him, when he
saw that everyone who came upon
him halted.

13When he was removed from
the highway, all the people went on
after Joab to pursue Sheba the son
of Bichri.

Sheba’s revolt is suppressed
14And he went through all the

tribes of Israel to bAbel and Beth
Maachah and all the Berites. So
they were gathered together and
also went after Sheba.*

15Then they came and besieged
him in Abel of Beth Maachah; and
they cast up a siege cmound against
the city, and it stood by the rampart.
And all the people who were with
Joab battered the wall to throw it
down.

16Then a wise woman cried out
from the city, “Hear, hear! Please
say to Joab, ‘Come nearby, that I
may speak with you.’ ”

17When he had come near to her,
the woman said, “Are you Joab?”
He answered, “I am.” Then she said
to him, “Hear the words of your
maidservant.” And he answered, “I
am listening.”

18So she spoke, saying, “They used
to talk in former times, saying, ‘They
shall surely seek guidance at Abel,’
and so they would end disputes.

19“I am among the peaceable and
faithful in Israel. You dseek to de-
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stroy a city and a mother in Israel.
Why would you swallow up the ein-
heritance of the LORD?”

20And Joab answered and said,
“Far be it, far be it from me, that I
should swallow up or destroy!

21“That is not so. But a man from
the mountains of Ephraim, Sheba
the son of Bichri by name, has raised
his hand against the king, against
David. Deliver him only, and I will
depart from the city.” So the woman
said to Joab, “Watch, his head will
be thrown to you over the wall.”

22Then the woman in her fwis-
dom went to all the people. And
they cut off the head of Sheba the
son of Bichri, and threw it out to
Joab. Then he blew a trumpet, and
they withdrew from the city, every
man to his tent. So Joab returned to
the king at Jerusalem.

23gAnd h Joab was over all the
army of Israel; Benaiah the son of
Jehoiada was over the Cherethites
and the Pelethites;

24Adoram was in charge of irev-
enue; Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud
was recorder;

25Sheva was scribe; Zadok and
Abiathar were the priests;

26and jIra the Jairite was a chief
minister under David.

Restitution to Gibeonites

21NOW there was a famine in
the days of David for three

years, year after year; and David kin-
quired of the LORD. And the LORD
answered, “It is because of Saul and
his bloodthirsty house, because he
killed the Gibeonites.”

2So the king called the Gibeonites
and spoke to them. Now the Gibe-
onites were lnot of the children of
Israel, but of the remnant of the
Amorites; the children of Israel had
sworn protection to them, but Saul
had sought to kill them min his zeal
for the children of Israel and Judah.

3Therefore David said to the
Gibeonites, “What shall I do for
you? And with what shall I make
atonement, that you may bless the
ninheritance of the LORD?”
*20:14 Literally him

21:3 atonement. Hebrew kaphar, to propitiate, to atone for sin. According to Scripture the sacrifice of the law only cov-



besh Gilead who had stolen them
from the street of Beth Shan,*
where the lPhilistines had hung
them up, after the Philistines had
struck down Saul in Gilboa.

13So he brought up the bones of
Saul and the bones of Jonathan his
son from there; and they gathered
the bones of those who had been
hanged.

14They buried the bones of Saul
and Jonathan his son in the country
of Benjamin in mZelah, in the tomb
of Kish his father. So they per-
formed all that the king command-
ed. And after that God nheeded the
prayer for the land.

Final campaigns against Philistines
15When the Philistines were at

war again with Israel, David and his
servants with him went down and
fought against the Philistines; and
David grew faint.

16Then Ishbi-Benob, who was
one of the sons of the ogiant, the
weight of whose bronze spear was
three hundred shekels, who was
bearing a new sword, thought he
could kill David.

17But pAbishai the son of Zeruiah
came to his aid, and struck the
Philistine and killed him. Then the
men of David swore to him, saying,
q“You shall go out no more with us
to battle, lest you quench the rlamp
of Israel.”

18Now it happened afterward that
there was again a battle with the
Philistines at Gob. Then sSibbechai
the Hushathite killed Saph,* who
was one of the sons of the giant.

19Again there was war at Gob
with the Philistines, where tElhanan
the son of Jaare-Oregim* the Bethle-
hemite killed the brother of uGoliath

4And the Gibeonites said to him,
“We will have ano silver or gold
from Saul or from his house, nor
shall you kill any man in Israel for
us.” So he said, “Whatever you say,
I will do for you.”

5Then they answered the king,
“As for the man who consumed us
and plotted against us, that we
should be destroyed from remaining
in any of the territories of Israel,

6“let bseven men of his descen-
dants be delivered cto us, and we will
hang them before the LORD in dGibe-
ah of Saul, whom the LORD echose.”
And the king said, “I will give them.”

7But the king spared fMephibo-
sheth the son of Jonathan, the son
of Saul, because of the gLORD’S oath
that was between them, between
David and Jonathan the son of Saul.

8So the king took Armoni and
Mephibosheth, the two sons of
hRizpah the daughter of Aiah,
whom she bore to Saul, and the five
sons of Michal the daughter of Saul,
whom she brought up for Adriel the
son of Barzillai the Meholathite;

9and he delivered them into the
hands of the Gibeonites, and they
hanged them on the hill before the
LORD. So they fell, all seven togeth-
er, and were put to death in the
days of harvest, in the first days, in
the beginning of barley harvest.

10Now Rizpah the daughter of
Aiah took sackcloth and spread it for
herself on the rock, from the begin-
ning of harvest until the late rains
poured on them from heaven. And
she idid not allow the birds of the
air to rest on them by day nor the
beasts of the field by jnight.

11And David was told what Riz-
pah the daughter of Aiah, the con-
cubine of Saul, had done.

12Then David went and ktook the
bones of Saul, and the bones of Jon-
athan his son, from the men of Ja-
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*21:12 Spelled Beth Shean in Joshua 17:11 and
elsewhere *21:18 Spelled Sippai in 1 Chronicles
20:4 *21:19 Spelled Jair in 1 Chronicles 20:5

ered the offerer’s sin and secured the divine forgiveness.
The OT sacrifices never removed man’s sin; it was “not pos-
sible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins”
(Heb. 10:4). The Israelite’s offering implied confession of
sin and recognized its due penalty as death; and God
passed over his sin in anticipation of Christ’s sacrifice which
did, finally, put away those “sins that were previously com-
mitted” [in OT times] (Heb. 9:15,26; Rom. 3:25, note). See

Gen. 4:4; with marginal ref., Sacrifice, and Lev. 16:6, note.
21:8 five sons. Compare 2 Sam. 6:23. The five sons of

Michal were her sister Merab’s, wife of Adriel (1 Sam.
18:19), “whom she brought up for Adriel.”

Rizpah: hot coal. A concubine of Saul whose devo-
tion to her sons, after they died, led David to give
them a proper burial.



the Gittite, the shaft of whose spear
was like a weaver’s beam.

20Yet again there was war at
Gath, where there was a man of
great stature, who had six fingers
on each hand and six toes on each
foot, twenty-four in number; and he
also was born to the giant.

21So when he adefied Israel, Jona-
than the son of Shimea, David’s
brother, killed him.

22These four were born to the gi-
ant in Gath, and fell by the hand of
David and by the hand of his bser-
vants.

David’s song of deliverance

22THEN David spoke to the
LORD the words of this song,

on the day when the LORD had cde-
livered him from the hand of all his
enemies, and from the hand of Saul.

2And he said:

“The LORD is my drock and my
efortress and my deliverer;

3 The God of my strength, fin
whom I will trust;

My gshield and the hhorn of my
salvation,

My stronghold and my irefuge;
My Savior, You save me from

violence.
4 I will call upon the LORD, who

is worthy to be praised;
So shall I be saved from my

enemies.
5“When the waves of death

surrounded me,
The floods of ungodliness made

me afraid.
6 The sorrows of jSheol

surrounded me;
The snares of death confronted

me.
7 k In my distress I called upon the

LORD,
And cried out to my God;
He lheard my voice from His

temple,
And my cry entered His ears.

8“Then the earth shook and
mtrembled;
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The foundations of heaven*

quaked and were shaken,
Because He was angry.

9 Smoke went up from His
nostrils,

And devouring nfire from His
mouth;

Coals were kindled by it.
10 He bowed the heavens also,

and ocame down
With darkness under His feet.

11 He rode upon a cherub, and
flew;

And He was seen* upon the
wings of the pwind.

12 He made darkness qcanopies
around Him,

Dark waters and thick clouds of
the skies.

13 From the brightness before Him
Coals of fire were kindled.

14“The LORD rthundered from
heaven,

And the Most High uttered His
voice.

15 He sent out sarrows and
scattered them;

Lightning bolts, and He
vanquished them.

16 Then the channels of the sea
twere seen,

The foundations of the world
were uncovered,

At the rebuke of the LORD,
At the blast of the breath of His

nostrils.
17“He sent from above, He took

me,
He drew me out of many

uwaters.
18 He delivered me from my

strong enemy,
From those who hated me;
For they were too strong for me.

19 They confronted me in the day
of my calamity,

But the LORD was my vsupport.
*22:8 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and
Targum; Syriac and Vulgate read hills (compare
Psalm 18:7). *22:11 Following Masoretic Text
and Septuagint; many Hebrew manuscripts, Syriac,
and Vulgate read He flew (compare Psalm 18:10);
Targum reads He spoke with power.

21:21 Shimea. Or Shammah, 1 Sam. 16:9; Shimeah,
2 Sam. 13:3.

22:1 This chapter is almost identical with Ps. 18.
22:3 trust. Trust is the characteristic OT word for the

NT “faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the OT,
and is the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to take
refuge (Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps.
22:8).



33 God is my strength and power,*
And He makes my* way perfect.

34 He makes my* mfeet like the
feet of deer,

And sets me on my high places.
35 He teaches my hands to make

war,
So that my arms can bend a

bow of bronze.
36“You have also given me the

shield of Your salvation;
Your gentleness has made me

great.
37 You enlarged my path under me;

So my feet did not slip.
38“I have pursued my enemies and

destroyed them;
Neither did I turn back again

till they were destroyed.
39 And I have destroyed them and

wounded them,
So that they could not rise;
They have fallen under my feet.

40 For You have armed me with
strength for the battle;

You have subdued under me
those who rose against me.

41 You have also given me the
necks of my enemies,

So that I destroyed those who
hated me.

42 They looked, but there was
none to save;

Even to the LORD, but He did
nnot answer them.

43 Then I beat them as fine as the
odust of the earth;

I trod them like dirt in the
streets,

And I spread them out.
44“You have also delivered me from

the pstrivings of my people;
You have kept me as the head

of the qnations.
A people I have not known

shall serve me.
45 The foreigners submit to me;

20 He also brought me out into a
abroad place;

He delivered me because He
delighted in me.

21“The LORD rewarded me
baccording to my
righteousness;

According to the ccleanness of
my hands

He has recompensed me.
22 For I have kept the ways of the

LORD,
And dhave not wickedly

departed from my God.
23 For all His judgments were

before me;
And as for His statutes, I did

not depart from them.
24 I was also eblameless before

Him,
And I kept myself from my

iniquity.
25 Therefore the LORD has

recompensed me according
to my righteousness,

According to my cleanness in
His eyes.*

26“With the merciful You will
show Yourself fmerciful;

With a blameless man You will
show Yourself blameless;

27 With the pure You will show
Yourself gpure;

And with the devious You will
show Yourself shrewd.

28 You will hsave the humble
people;

But Your eyes are on the
haughty, that You may
bring them down.

29“For You are my ilamp, O LORD;
The LORD shall enlighten my

darkness.
30 For by You I can run against a

troop;
By my God I can leap over a

jwall.
31 As for God, His way is kperfect;

The word of the LORD is
lproven;

He is a shield to all who trust
in Him.

32“For who is God, except the
LORD?

And who is a rock, except our
God?
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*22:25 Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read the
cleanness of my hands in His sight (compare Psalm
18:24); Targum reads my cleanness before His
word. *22:33 Dead Sea Scrolls, Septuagint,
Syriac, and Vulgate read It is God who arms me with
strength (compare Psalm 18:32); Targum reads It is
God who sustains me with strength. * Following
Qere, Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate
(compare Psalm 18:32); Kethib reads His.
*22:34 Following Qere, Septuagint, Syriac,
Targum, and Vulgate (compare Psalm 18:33); Kethib
reads His.



As soon as they hear, they obey
me.

46 The foreigners fade away,
And acome frightened* from

their hideouts.
47“The LORD lives!

Blessed be my Rock!
Let God be exalted,
The Rock of my salvation!

48 It is God who bavenges me,
And subdues the peoples under

me;
49 He delivers me from my

enemies.
You also lift me up above those

who rise against me;
You have delivered me from the

violent man.
50 Therefore I will give thanks to

You, O LORD, among the
Gentiles,

And csing praises to Your
dname.

51“He is the tower of salvation to
His king,

And shows mercy to His
anointed,

To David and his descendants
eforevermore.”

David’s last prophetic words

23NOW these are the last
words of David.

Thus says fDavid the son of
Jesse;

Thus says the man graised up
on high,

The anointed of the God of
Jacob,

And the sweet psalmist of Israel:
2“The hSpirit of the LORD spoke

by me,
And His iword was on my

tongue.
3 The God of Israel said,

The jkRock of Israel spoke to me:
‘He who rules over men must

be l just,
Ruling in the fear of God.

4 And mhe shall be like the light
of the morning when the
sun rises,
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A morning without clouds,
Like the tender grass springing

out of the earth,
By clear shining after rain.’

5“Although my house is not so
with God,

Yet He has made with me an
neverlasting covenant,

Ordered in all things and
secure.

For this is all my salvation and
all my desire;

Will He not make it increase?
6 But the sons of rebellion shall

all be as thorns thrust
away,

Because they cannot be taken
with hands.

7 But the man who touches them
Must be armed with iron and

the shaft of a spear,
And they shall be utterly

burned with fire in their
place.”

Roll of David’s mighty men
(cp. 1 Chr. 11:10–47)

8These are the names of the
mighty men whom David had: Jo-
sheb-Basshebeth* the Tachmonite,
chief among the captains.* He was
called Adino the Eznite, because he
had killed oeight hundred men at
one time.

9And after him was Eleazar the
son of Dodo, the Ahohite, one of
the three mighty men with David
when they defied the Philistines
who were gathered there for battle,
and the men of Israel had retreated.

10He arose and attacked the Phi-
listines until his hand was pweary,
and his hand stuck to the sword.
The LORD brought about a great vic-
tory that day; and the people re-
turned after him only to qplunder.

11And after him was Shammah
the son of Agee the Hararite. The
Philistines had gathered together
*22:46 Following Septuagint, Targum, and Vulgate
(compare Psalm 18:45); Masoretic Text reads gird
themselves. *23:8 Literally One Who Sits in the
Seat (compare 1 Chronicles 11:11) * Following
Masoretic Text and Targum; Septuagint and Vulgate
read the three.

23:3 fear of God. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expres-
sion meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.

23:9 Dodo. Or Dodai, 1 Chr. 27:4.



a spear in his hand; so he went
down to him with a staff, wrested
the spear out of the Egyptian’s
hand, and killed him with his own
spear.

22These things Benaiah the son of
Jehoiada did, and won a name
among three mighty men.

23He was more honored than the
thirty, but he did not attain to the
first three. And David appointed
him eover his guard.

24 fAsahel the brother of Joab was
one of the thirty; Elhanan the son
of Dodo of Bethlehem,

25Shammah the Harodite, Elika
the Harodite,

26Helez the Paltite, Ira the son of
Ikkesh the Tekoite,

27Abiezer the Anathothite, Me-
bunnai the Hushathite,

28Zalmon the Ahohite, Maharai
the Netophathite,

29Heleb the son of Baanah (the
Netophathite), Ittai the son of Ribai
from Gibeah of the children of Ben-
jamin,

30Benaiah a Pirathonite, Hiddai
from the brooks of gGaash,

31Abi-Albon the Arbathite, Azma-
veth the Barhumite,

32Eliahba the Shaalbonite (of the
sons of Jashen), Jonathan,

33hShammah the Hararite, Ahiam
the son of Sharar the Hararite,

34Eliphelet the son of Ahasbai,
the son of the Maachathite, iEliam
the son of Ahithophel the Gilonite,

35Hezrai* the Carmelite, Paarai
the Arbite,

36Igal the son of Nathan of jZo-
bah, Bani the Gadite,

37Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai
the Beerothite (armorbearer of Joab
the son of Zeruiah),

38kIra the Ithrite, Gareb the Ith-
rite,

39and lUriah the Hittite: thirty-
seven in all.

into a troop where there was a
piece of ground full of lentils. So the
people fled from the Philistines.

12But he stationed himself in the
middle of the field, defended it, and
killed the Philistines. So the LORD
brought about a great victory.

13Then three of the thirty chief
men went down at harvest time and
came to David at the acave of Adul-
lam. And the troop of Philistines en-
camped in the bValley of Rephaim.

14David was then in the strong-
hold, and the garrison of the Philis-
tines was then in Bethlehem.

15And David said with longing,
“Oh, that someone would give me a
drink of the water from the well of
Bethlehem, which is by the gate!”

16So the three mighty men broke
through the camp of the Philistines,
drew water from the well of Bethle-
hem that was by the gate, and took
it and brought it to David. Never-
theless he would not drink it, but
poured it out to the LORD.

17And he said, “Far be it from
me, O LORD, that I should do this! Is
this not the blood of the men who
went in jeopardy of their lives?”
Therefore he would not drink it.
These things were done by the
three mighty men.

18Now cAbishai the brother of
Joab, the son of Zeruiah, was chief
of another three.* He lifted his
spear against three hundred men,
killed them, and won a name
among these three.

19Was he not the most honored of
three? Therefore he became their
captain. However, he did not attain
to the first three.

20Benaiah was the son of Jehoia-
da, the son of a valiant man from
dKabzeel, who had done many
deeds. He had killed two lion-like
heroes of Moab. He also had gone
down and killed a lion in the midst
of a pit on a snowy day.

21And he killed an Egyptian, a
spectacular man. The Egyptian had

23:23

e 2 Sam. 8:18;
20:23

23:24

f 2 Sam. 2:18

23:30

g Judg. 2:9

23:33

h 2 Sam. 23:11

23:34

i 2 Sam. 11:3

23:36

j 2 Sam. 8:3

23:38

k 2 Sam. 20:26

23:39

l 2 Sam. 11:3,6

23:13

a 1 Sam. 22:1

b 2 Sam. 5:18

23:18

c 2 Sam. 21:17

23:20

d Josh. 15:21

460 2 SAMUEL 23:12–39

*23:18 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and
Vulgate; some Hebrew manuscripts and Syriac read
thirty; Targum reads the mighty men.
*23:35 Spelled Hezro in 1 Chronicles 11:37

23:39 Hittite. Until the twentieth century the Hittites
were unknown apart from the Bible. This once puzzling
reference to them has, however, been illuminated by the
findings of archaeology. From Egyptian monuments (Tell
el-Amarna Tablets) and the Assyrian texts, it has been

shown that these were the Kheta or Hatti. Expeditions in
the first dozen years of this century have revealed that Bog-
haz-koi in Asia Minor (east of Ankara, Turkey) was the cap-
ital of the Hittite Empire. Periods of Hittite prominence:
about 2000–1800 B.C. and about 1400–1200 B.C.



Three days’ plague
(1 Chr. 21:1–17)

24 aAGAIN the anger of the
LORD was aroused against Is-

rael, and bHe cmoved David against
them to say, “Go, dnumber Israel
and Judah.”

2So the king said to Joab the com-
mander of the army who was with
him, “Now ego throughout all the
tribes of Israel, ffrom Dan to Beer-
sheba, and count the people, that gI
may know the number of the peo-
ple.”

3And Joab said to the king, “Now
may the LORD your God hadd to the
people a hundred times more than
there are, and may the eyes of my
lord the king see it. But why does
my lord the king desire this thing?”

4Nevertheless the king’s word
prevailed against Joab and against
the captains of the army. Therefore
Joab and the captains of the army
went out from the presence of the
king to count the people of Israel.

5And they crossed over the Jor-
dan and camped in iAroer, on the
right side of the town which is in
the midst of the ravine of Gad, and
toward jJazer.

6Then they came to Gilead and to
the land of Tahtim Hodshi; they came
to Dan Jaan and around to kSidon;

7and they came to the stronghold
of lTyre and to all the cities of the
mHivites and the Canaanites. Then
they went out to South Judah as far
as Beersheba.

8So when they had gone through
all the land, they came to Jerusalem
at the end of nine months and
twenty days.

9Then Joab gave the nsum of the
number of the people to the king.
And there were in Israel oeight hun-
dred thousand valiant men who
drew the sword, and the men of Ju-
dah were o five hundred thousand
men.

10And David’s heart pcondemned
him after he had numbered the peo-
ple. So qDavid said to the LORD, r“I
have sinned greatly in what I have
done; but now, I pray, O LORD, take
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away the iniquity of Your servant,
for I have done very foolishly.”

11Now when David arose in the
morning, the word of the LORD
came to the prophet Gad, David’s
seer, saying,

12“Go and tell David, ‘Thus says
the LORD: “I offer you three things;
choose one of them for yourself,
that I may do it to you.” ’ ”

13So Gad came to David and told
him; and he said to him, “Shall ssev-
en* years of tfamine come to you in
your land? Or shall you flee three
months before your enemies, while
they pursue you? Or shall there be
three days’ plague in your land?
Now consider and see what answer
I should take back to Him who sent
me.”

14And David said to Gad, “I am in
great distress. Please let us fall into
the hand of the LORD, for His umer-
cies are great; but do not let me fall
into the hand of man.”

15So the LORD sent a plague upon
Israel from the morning till the ap-
pointed time. From Dan to Beershe-
ba seventy thousand men of the
people died.

16And when the vangel stretched
out His hand over Jerusalem to de-
stroy it, the LORD wrelented from
the destruction, and said to the an-
gel who was destroying the people,
“It is enough; now restrain your
hand.” And the angel of the LORD
was by the threshing floor of Arau-
nah the Jebusite.

17Then David xspoke to the LORD
when he saw the angel who was
striking the people, and said, “Sure-
ly I have sinned, and I have done
wickedly; but these ysheep, what
have they done? Let Your hand, I
pray, be against me and against my
father’s house.”

Plague averted by David’s offering
(1 Chr. 21:18–30)

18And Gad came that day to Da-
vid and said to him, “Go up, erect
*24:13 Following Masoretic Text, Syriac, Targum,
and Vulgate; Septuagint reads three (compare
1 Chronicles 21:12).

24:1 He. It is stated in 1 Chr. 21:1 that Satan moved
David to do this. Evidently God permitted the devil to in-

fluence His servant in order that His own purposes might
be carried out.



fice, and threshing implements and
the yokes of the oxen for wood.

23“All these, O king, Araunah has
given to the king.” And Araunah
said to the king, “May the LORD
your God aaccept you.”

24Then the king said to Araunah,
“No, but I will surely buy it from
you for a price; nor will I boffer
burnt offerings to the LORD my God
with that which costs me nothing.”
So David bought the c threshing
floor and the oxen for dfifty eshekels
of silver.

25And David built there an altar
to the LORD, and offered burnt offer-
ings and peace offerings. So the
LORD fheeded the prayers for the
land, and the gplague was with-
drawn from Israel.

an altar to the LORD on the thresh-
ing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.”

19So David, according to the word
of Gad, went up as the LORD com-
manded.

20Now Araunah looked, and saw
the king and his servants coming to-
ward him. So Araunah went out and
bowed before the king with his face
to the ground.

21Then Araunah said, “Why has
my lord the king come to his ser-
vant?” And David said, “To buy the
threshing floor from you, to build an
altar to the LORD, that the plague
may be withdrawn from the people.”

22Now Araunah said to David,
“Let my lord the king take and offer
up whatever seems good to him.
Look, here are oxen for burnt sacri-
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24:18 Araunah. Or Ornan, 2 Chr. 3:1; compare 1 Chr. 21:20.

24:15 PLAGUES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

Although the ten plagues on Egypt are the best known plagues of the Bible, other plagues were devastating to Israel.

Plague Reason/Result Reference
“a plague” worshipped golden calf Exodus 32:35
“a very great plague” complained about no meat Numbers 11:33
“the plague” spies who brought a bad report Numbers 14:37
“the plague” people complained/ 14,700 died Numbers 16:46–50
“the plague” sexual immorality/ 24,000 died Numbers 25:1–9
plague of tumors Philistines stole the ark of the covenant 1 Samuel 5:9
3 day plague David took a census/70,000 died 2 Samuel 24:15
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Background
First and Second Kings were originally one book. They are appropriately called the Books of the Kings because they
record the principal events and characteristics of the reigns of the kings of Judah and Israel from the death of David to the
end of the kingdom of Judah and the fall of Jerusalem. The three major narratives of 1 Kings cover the reign of Solomon,
including an extended account of the building of the Temple; the ministry of Elijah; and the reign of Ahab.

Judah’s nineteen kings were all descendants of David and reigned 345 years. Israel had nineteen kings of nine dynas-
ties, reigning 210 years, eight of whom were either slain or committed suicide. Judah had frequent revivals; the divided
Israel, none.
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Rogel; he also invited all his broth-
ers, the king’s sons, and all the men
of Judah, the king’s servants.

10But he did not invite Nathan
the prophet, Benaiah, the mighty
men, or pSolomon his brother.

Plan of Nathan and Bathsheba
11So Nathan spoke to Bathsheba

the mother of Solomon, saying,
“Have you not heard that Adonijah
the son of Haggith has become king,
and David our lord does not know it?

12“Come, please, let me now give
you advice, that you may save your
own life and the life of your son
Solomon.

13“Go immediately to King David
and say to him, ‘Did you not, my
lord, O king, swear to your maidser-
vant, saying, q“Assuredly your son
Solomon shall reign after me, and
he shall sit on my throne”? Why
then has Adonijah become king?’

14“Then, while you are still talk-
ing there with the king, I also will
come in after you and confirm your
words.”

15So Bathsheba went into the
chamber to the king. (Now the king
was very old, and Abishag the Shu-
nammite was serving the king.)

16And Bathsheba bowed and did
homage to the king. Then the king
said, “What is your wish?”

17Then she said to him, “My lord,
you swore by the LORD your God to
your maidservant, saying, ‘Assuredly
Solomon your son shall reign after
me, and he shall sit on my throne.’

18“So now, look! Adonijah has be-
come king; and now, my lord the
king, you do not know about it.

19“He has sacrificed oxen and fat-
tened cattle and sheep in abun-
dance, and has invited all the sons
of the king, Abiathar the priest, and

I. David’s Last Days, 1:1—2:11

David’s strength declines

1NOW King David was aold, ad-
vanced in years; and they put

covers on him, but he could not get
warm.

2Therefore his servants said to
him, “Let a young woman, a virgin,
be sought for our lord the king, and
let her stand before the king, and let
her care for him; and let her lie in
your bosom, that our lord the king
may be warm.”

3So they sought for a lovely young
woman throughout all the territory
of Israel, and found bAbishag the
cShunammite, and brought her to
the king.

4The young woman was very
lovely; and she cared for the king,
and served him; but the king did
not know her.

Plot of Adonijah
5Then Adonijah the dson of Hag-

gith exalted himself, saying, “I will
be king”; and ehe prepared for him-
self chariots and horsemen, and fifty
men to run before him.

6(And his father had not rebuked
him at any time by saying, “Why
have you done so?” He was also
very good-looking. fHis mother had
borne him after Absalom.)

7Then he conferred with g Joab
the son of Zeruiah and with hAbia-
thar the priest, and ithey followed
and helped Adonijah.

8But jZadok the priest, kBenaiah
the son of Jehoiada, lNathan the
prophet, mShimei, Rei, and the
nmighty men who belonged to Da-
vid were not with Adonijah.

9And Adonijah sacrificed sheep
and oxen and fattened cattle by the
stone of Zoheleth, which is by oEn
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Abishag: of error. A young, Shunammite woman who
took care of King David in his old age.

1:5 I will be king. Adonijah was Solomon’s older broth-
er (2:22; compare 1 Chr. 3:1–5), the oldest of David’s liv-
ing sons. Because he knew that David had previously pro-
claimed publicly that Solomon would succeed him (1 Chr.
22:1–19; 28:1–8), Adonijah plotted to seize the throne by a
coup d’état. The plot failed. Nothing could thwart God’s
sovereign purpose for Solomon (1 Chr. 22:9–10; 28:5–7).

Adonijah: Jehovah is my Lord. The oldest son of David,
who attempted to become king.

Nathan: gift. The prophet who confronted David with
his sins regarding Bathsheba and Uriah.

Bathsheba: of the oath. The wife of Uriah. David
committed adultery with her, and later married her.
Mother of Solomon.



Joab the commander of the army;
but Solomon your servant he has
not invited.

20“And as for you, my lord, O
king, the eyes of all Israel are on
you, that you should tell them who
will sit on the throne of my lord the
king after him.

21“Otherwise it will happen,
when my lord the king arests with
his fathers, that I and my son Solo-
mon will be counted as offenders.”

22And just then, while she was
still talking with the king, Nathan
the prophet also came in.

23So they told the king, saying,
“Here is Nathan the prophet.” And
when he came in before the king,
he bowed down before the king
with his face to the ground.

24And Nathan said, “My lord, O
king, have you said, ‘Adonijah shall
reign after me, and he shall sit on
my throne’?

25“For he has gone down today,
and has sacrificed oxen and fattened
cattle and sheep in abundance, and
has invited all the king’s sons, and
the commanders of the army, and
Abiathar the priest; and look! They
are eating and drinking before him;
and they say, ‘Long live King Adoni-
jah!’

26“But he has not invited me—
me your servant—nor Zadok the
priest, nor Benaiah the son of Jehoi-
ada, nor your servant Solomon.

27“Has this thing been done by
my lord the king, and you have not
told your servant who should sit on
the throne of my lord the king after
him?”

28Then King David answered and
said, “Call Bathsheba to me.” So
she came into the king’s presence
and stood before the king.

29And the king took an oath and
said, b“As the LORD lives, who has
credeemed my life from every dis-
tress,

30“just as I swore to you by the
LORD God of Israel, saying, ‘As-
suredly Solomon your son shall be
king after me, and he shall sit on my
throne in my place,’ so I certainly
will do this day.”

31Then Bathsheba bowed with
her face to the earth, and paid
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dhomage to the king, and said, “Let
my lord King David live forever!”

32And King David said, “Call to
me Zadok the priest, Nathan the
prophet, and Benaiah the son of Je-
hoiada.” So they came before the
king.

33The king also said to them,
e“Take with you the servants of
your lord, and have Solomon my
son ride on my own fmule, and take
him down to Gihon.

34“There let Zadok the priest and
Nathan the prophet ganoint him king
over Israel; and hblow the horn, and
say, ‘Long live King Solomon!’

35“Then you shall come up after
him, and he shall come and sit on
my throne, and he shall be king in
my place. For I have appointed him
to be ruler over Israel and Judah.”

36Benaiah the son of Jehoiada an-
swered the king and said, i“Amen!
May the LORD God of my lord the
king say so too.

37 j“As the LORD has been with my
lord the king, even so may He be
with Solomon, and make his throne
greater than the throne of my lord
King David.”

Solomon’s second anointing as
king (1 Chr. 29:22b)

38So Zadok the priest, Nathan the
prophet, kBenaiah the son of Jehoia-
da, the lCherethites, and the
Pelethites went down and had Solo-
mon ride on King David’s mule, and
took him to Gihon.

39Then Zadok the priest took a
horn of oil from the m tabernacle
and nanointed Solomon. And they
blew the horn, and oall the people
said, “Long live King Solomon!”

40And all the people went up af-
ter him; and the people played the
flutes and rejoiced with great joy, so
that the earth seemed to split with
their sound.

Adonijah’s submission
41Now Adonijah and all the

guests who were with him heard it
as they finished eating. And when
Joab heard the sound of the horn,
he said, “Why is the city in such a
noisy uproar?”

42While he was still speaking,



David’s charge to Solomon

2NOW the idays of David drew
near that he should die, and he

charged Solomon his son, saying:
2 j“I go the way of all the earth;

kbe strong, therefore, and prove
yourself a man.

3“And keep the charge of the
LORD your God: to walk in His ways,
to keep His statutes, His command-
ments, His judgments, and His testi-
monies, as it is written in the Law of
Moses, that you may lprosper in all
that you do and wherever you turn;

4“that the LORD may mfulfill His
word which He spoke concerning
me, saying, ‘If your sons take heed to
their way, to nwalk before Me in
truth with all their heart and with all
their soul,’ He said, o‘you shall not
lack a man on the throne of pIsrael.’

5“Moreover you know also what
Joab the son of Zeruiah qdid to me,
and what he rdid to the two com-
manders of the armies of Israel, to
Abner the son of Ner and Amasa the
son of Jether, whom he killed. And
he shed the blood of war in peace-
time, and put the blood of war on his
belt that was around his waist, and
on his sandals that were on his feet.

6“Therefore do according to your
wisdom, and do not let his gray hair
go down to the sgrave in peace.

7“But show kindness to the sons of
tBarzillai the Gileadite, and let them
be among those who eat at your
table, for so uthey came to me when I
fled from Absalom your brother.

8“And see, you have with you
vShimei the son of Gera, a Ben-
jamite from Bahurim, who cursed
me with a malicious curse in the
day when I went to Mahanaim. But
whe came down to meet me at the
Jordan, and I swore to him by the
LORD, saying, ‘I will not put you to
death with the sword.’

9“Now therefore, xdo not hold
him guiltless, for you are a wise
man and know what you ought to
do to him; but bring his gray hair
down to the ygrave with blood.”

David dies (1 Chr. 29:26–30)
10So David rested with his fa-

thers, and was zburied in the City of
David.

there came a Jonathan, the son of
Abiathar the priest. And Adonijah
said to him, “Come in, for byou are
a prominent man, and bring good
news.”

43Then Jonathan answered and
said to Adonijah, “No! Our lord
King David has made Solomon king.

44“The king has sent with him Za-
dok the priest, Nathan the prophet,
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the
Cherethites, and the Pelethites; and
they have made him ride on the
king’s mule.

45“So Zadok the priest and Na-
than the prophet have anointed him
king at Gihon; and they have gone
up from there rejoicing, so that the
city is in an uproar. This is the noise
that you have heard.

46“Also Solomon csits on the
throne of the kingdom.

47“And moreover the king’s ser-
vants have gone to bless our lord
King David, saying, ‘May God make
the name of Solomon better than
your name, and may He make his
throne greater than your throne.’
Then the king dbowed himself on
the bed.

48“Also the king said thus,
‘Blessed be the LORD God of Israel,
who has egiven one to sit on my
throne this day, while my eyes see
f it!’ ”

49So all the guests who were with
Adonijah were afraid, and arose,
and each one went his way.

50Now Adonijah was afraid of
Solomon; so he arose, and went and
took hold of the ghorns of the altar.

51And it was told Solomon, say-
ing, “Indeed Adonijah is afraid of
King Solomon; for look, he has tak-
en hold of the horns of the altar,
saying, ‘Let King Solomon swear to
me today that he will not put his
servant to death with the sword.’ ”

52Then Solomon said, “If he
proves himself a worthy man, hnot
one hair of him shall fall to the
earth; but if wickedness is found in
him, he shall die.”

53So King Solomon sent them to
bring him down from the altar. And
he came and fell down before King
Solomon; and Solomon said to him,
“Go to your house.”
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11The period that David reigned
over Israel was aforty years; seven
years he reigned in Hebron, and in
Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three
years.

II. The Reign of Solomon, 
2:12—11:43

Solomon’s accession (1 Chr. 29:23–25)
12Then Solomon bsat on the

throne of his father David; and his
kingdom was firmly established.

Adonijah’s execution
13Now Adonijah the son of Hag-

gith came to Bathsheba the mother
of Solomon. So she said, “Do you
come cpeaceably?” And he said,
“Peaceably.”

14Moreover he said, “I have
something to say to you.” And she
said, “Say it.”

15Then he said, “You know that
the kingdom was dmine, and all Is-
rael had set their expectations on
me, that I should reign. However,
the kingdom has been turned over,
and has become my brother’s; for eit
was his from the LORD.

16“Now I ask one petition of you;
do not deny me.” And she said to
him, “Say it.”

17Then he said, “Please speak to
King Solomon, for he will not refuse
you, that he may give me fAbishag
the Shunammite as wife.”

18So Bathsheba said, “Very well, I
will speak for you to the king.”

19Bathsheba therefore went to
King Solomon, to speak to him for
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Adonijah. And the king rose up to
meet her and bowed down to her,
and sat down on his throne and had
a throne set for the king’s mother;
so she sat at his gright hand.

20Then she said, “I desire one
small petition of you; do not refuse
me.” And the king said to her, “Ask
it, my mother, for I will not refuse
you.”

21So she said, “Let Abishag the
Shunammite be given to Adonijah
your brother as wife.”

22And King Solomon answered
and said to his mother, “Now why do
you ask Abishag the Shunammite for
Adonijah? Ask for him the kingdom
halso—for he is my iolder brother—
for him, and for jAbiathar the priest,
and for Joab the son of Zeruiah.”

23Then King Solomon swore by
the LORD, saying, “May God do so to
me, and more also, if Adonijah has
not spoken this word against his
own klife!

24“Now therefore, as the LORD
lives, who has confirmed me and
set me on the throne of David my
father, and who has established a
house* for me, as He lpromised, Ad-
onijah shall be put to death today!”

25So King Solomon sent by the
hand of mBenaiah the son of Jehoia-
da; and he struck him down, and he
died.

Abiathar is removed from the priesthood
26And to Abiathar the priest the

king said, “Go to nAnathoth, to your
own fields, for you are deserving of
*2:24 That is, a royal dynasty

2:12 his kingdom was firmly established. 971 B.C. 1 Kin. 2:46; 2 Chr. 1:1.

2:11 KING DAVID’S ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Organized the army 1 Chronicles 11; 12; 27
Set up a system of worship 1 Chronicles 23—26
Organized an administration for his kingdom 1 Chronicles 26:20–28
Built a palace 1 Chronicles 14:1–2
Gathered resources and made plans for the temple 1 Chronicles 22; 28; 29
Wrote psalms for use in worship 1 Chronicles 16:36; various Psalms
A loyal and dear friend to Jonathan 1 Samuel 18:20
Defeated the Philistines 1 Chronicles 14:8–17
Returned the ark of the covenant to Jerusalem 1 Chronicles 15
Conquered enemies in surrounding areas 1 Chronicles 18—20
A “man after God’s own heart” 1 Samuel 13:14; Acts 13:22



and he was buried in his own house
in the wilderness.

Benaiah made chief captain, and
Zadok high priest

35The king put Benaiah the son of
Jehoiada in his place over the army,
and the king put mZadok the priest
in the place of Abiathar.

Shimei is executed
36Then the king sent and called

for nShimei, and said to him, “Build
yourself a house in Jerusalem and
dwell there, and do not go out from
there anywhere.

37“For it shall be, on the day you
go out and cross the Brook oKidron,
know for certain you shall surely
die; your blood shall be on your
own head.”

38And Shimei said to the king,
“The saying is good. As my lord the
king has said, so your servant will
do.” So Shimei dwelt in Jerusalem
many days.

39Now it happened at the end of
three years, that two slaves of Shim-
ei ran away to pAchish the son of
Maachah, king of Gath. And they
told Shimei, saying, “Look, your
slaves are in Gath!”

40So Shimei arose, saddled his
donkey, and went to Achish at Gath
to seek his slaves. And Shimei went
and brought his slaves from Gath.

41And Solomon was told that
Shimei had gone from Jerusalem to
Gath and had come back.

42Then the king sent and called
for Shimei, and said to him, “Did I
not make you swear by the LORD,
and warn you, saying, ‘Know for
certain that on the day you go out
and travel anywhere, you shall sure-
ly die’? And you said to me, ‘The
word I have heard is good.’

43“Why then have you not kept
the oath of the LORD and the com-
mandment that I gave you?”

44The king said moreover to
qShimei, “You know, as your heart
acknowledges, all the wickedness
that you did to my father David;
therefore the LORD will return your
wickedness on your own rhead.

45“But King Solomon shall be
blessed, and the throne of David

death; but I will not put you to
death at this time, because you car-
ried the ark of the Lord GOD before
my father David, and abecause you
were afflicted every time my father
was afflicted.”

27So Solomon removed Abiathar
from being priest to the LORD, that
he might b fulfill the word of the
LORD which He spoke concerning
the house of Eli at Shiloh.

Innocent blood finally
avenged; Joab’s execution

28Then news came to Joab, for
Joab chad defected to Adonijah,
though he had not defected to Absa-
lom. So Joab fled to the tabernacle
of the LORD, and dtook hold of the
horns of the altar.

29And King Solomon was told,
“Joab has fled to the tabernacle of
the LORD; there he is, by the altar.”
Then Solomon sent Benaiah the son
of Jehoiada, saying, “Go, estrike him
down.”

30So Benaiah went to the taberna-
cle of the LORD, and said to him,
“Thus says the king, f‘Come out!’ ”
And he said, “No, but I will die
here.” And Benaiah brought back
word to the king, saying, “Thus said
Joab, and thus he answered me.”

31Then the king said to him, “Do
as he has said, and strike him down
and bury him, gthat you may take
away from me and from the house
of my father the innocent blood
which Joab shed.

32“So the LORD will hreturn his
blood on his head, because he
struck down two men more righ-
teous and better than he, and killed
them with the sword—iAbner the
son of Ner, the commander of the
army of Israel, and jAmasa the son
of Jether, the commander of the
army of Judah—though my father
David did not know it.

33“Their blood shall therefore re-
turn upon the head of Joab and
kupon the head of his descendants
forever. But upon David and his de-
scendants, upon his house and his
throne, there shall be peace forever
from the lLORD.”

34So Benaiah the son of Jehoiada
went up and struck and killed him;
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j 2 Sam. 20:9-10
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l Prov. 25:5
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shall be established before the LORD
forever.”

46So the king commanded Bena-
iah the son of Jehoiada; and he
went out and struck him down, and
he died. Thus the kingdom was aes-
tablished in the hand of Solomon.

Solomon’s treaty with Pharaoh

3NOW bSolomon made a treaty
with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and

married Pharaoh’s daughter; then
he brought her to the cCity of David
until he had finished building his
own dhouse, and the ehouse of the
LORD, and the fwall all around Jeru-
salem.

2Meanwhile the people sacrificed

3:2

g Lev. 17:3-5;
Deut. 12:13-14;
1 Kin. 11:7

3:3

h Cp. 1 Kin.
11:4,6,38

3:4

i 1 Kin. 9:2

j 1 Chr. 16:39;
21:29

3:5

k Bible prayers
(OT): vv. 5-14;
1 Kin. 8:23.
(Gen. 15:2;
Hab. 3:1, note)

2:46

a 1 Kin. 2:12;
2 Chr. 1:1

3:1

b 1 Kin. 7:8; 9:24

c 2 Sam. 5:7

d 1 Kin. 7:1

e 1 Kin. 6

f 1 Kin. 9:15
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at the ghigh places, because there
was no house built for the name of
the LORD until those days.

Solomon’s sacrifice and prayer
for wisdom (2 Chr. 1:2–10)

3And Solomon loved the LORD,
walking in the statutes of his father
David, hexcept that he sacrificed and
burned incense at the high places.

4Now the king went to iGibeon to
sacrifice there, for that was the great
jhigh place: Solomon offered a thou-
sand burnt offerings on that altar.

5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to
Solomon in a dream by night; and
God said, k“Ask! What shall I give
you?”

3:2 at the high places. Compare Lev. 26:30; Deut.
12:1–4. The use of commanding elevations for altars seems
to have been immemorial and universal. In itself the prac-
tice was not evil (Gen. 12:7–8; 22:2–4; 31:54). After the es-
tablishment of Mount Moriah and the temple as the center
of divine worship (compare Deut. 12:5 with 2 Chr. 7:12)
the Mosaic prohibition of the use of high places (Deut.
12:1–4), which had looked forward to the setting up of
such a center, came into effect, and high places became

identified with idolatrous practices. The constant reference
to the use of high places after the temple was built, even
for the worship of the LORD, proves how entrenched the
custom was. See Judg. 3:7, note; compare 2 Kin. 18:4,22;
23:4–20; 2 Chr. 33:3,17,19.

Gibeon: pertaining to a hill. A high place northwest of
Jerusalem where Solomon prayed to God for wisdom.
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peace offerings, and made a feast for
all his servants.

16Now two women who were
harlots came to the king, and pstood
before him.

17And one woman said, “O my
lord, this woman and I dwell in the
same house; and I gave birth while
she was in the house.

18“Then it happened, the third
day after I had given birth, that this
woman also gave birth. And we
were together; no one was with us
in the house, except the two of us
in the house.

19“And this woman’s son died in
the night, because she lay on him.

20“So she arose in the middle of
the night and took my son from my
side, while your maidservant slept,
and laid him in her bosom, and laid
her dead child in my bosom.

21“And when I rose in the morn-
ing to nurse my son, there he was,
dead. But when I had examined
him in the morning, indeed, he was
not my son whom I had borne.”

22Then the other woman said,
“No! But the living one is my son,
and the dead one is your son.” And
the first woman said, “No! But the
dead one is your son, and the living
one is my son.” Thus they spoke be-
fore the king.

23And the king said, “The one
says, ‘This is my son, who lives, and
your son is the dead one’; and the
other says, ‘No! But your son is the
dead one, and my son is the living
one.’ ”

24Then the king said, “Bring me a
sword.” So they brought a sword
before the king.

25And the king said, “Divide the
living child in two, and give half to
one, and half to the other.”

26Then the qwoman whose son
was living spoke to the king, for she
yearned with compassion for her
son; and she said, “O my lord, give
her the living child, and by no
means kill him!” But the other said,
“Let him be neither mine nor
yours, but divide him.”

27So the king answered and said,
“Give the first woman the living

6aAnd Solomon said: “You have
shown great mercy to Your servant
David my father, because he
bwalked before You in truth, in righ-
teousness, and in uprightness of
heart with You; You have continued
this great ckindness for him, and
You have given him a son to sit on
his throne, as it is this day.

7“Now, O LORD my God, You have
made Your servant king instead of
my father David, but I am a dlittle
child; I do not know how to go out
or come ein.

8“And Your servant is in the midst
of Your people whom You fhave cho-
sen, a great people, gtoo numerous
to be numbered or counted.

9“Therefore give to Your servant
an hunderstanding heart to judge
Your people, that I may idiscern be-
tween good and evil. For who is able
to judge this great people of Yours?”

Solomon’s prayer answered
(2 Chr. 1:11–13)

10The speech pleased the Lord,
that Solomon had asked this thing.

11Then God said to him: “Because
you have asked this thing, and have
not asked long life for yourself, nor
have asked riches for yourself, nor
have asked the life of your enemies,
but have asked for yourself under-
standing to discern justice,

12“behold, I have done according
to your words; jsee, I have given
you a wise and understanding heart,
so that there has not been anyone
like you before you, nor shall any
like you arise after you.

13“And I have also given you
what you have not asked: both
kriches and lhonor, so that there
shall not be anyone like you among
the kings all your mdays.

14“So nif you walk in My ways, to
keep My statutes and My command-
ments, oas your father David
walked, then I will lengthen your
days.”

15Then Solomon awoke; and in-
deed it had been a dream. And he
came to Jerusalem and stood before
the ark of the covenant of the LORD,
offered up burnt offerings, offered

3:16

p Num. 27:2

3:26

q Cp. Is. 49:15;
Jer. 31:20; Hos.
11:8

3:6

a 2 Chr. 1:8

b 1 Kin. 2:4; 9:4

c 2 Sam. 7:8-17

3:7

d 1 Chr. 22:5; Jer.
1:6-7

e Num. 27:17;
2 Sam. 5:2

3:8

f Deut. 7:6

g Gen. 13:16;
15:5

3:9

h Ps. 72:1-2; Prov.
2:3-9; James 1:5

i 2 Sam. 14:17;
Is. 7:15; Heb.
5:14

3:12

j 1 Kin. 4:29-31;
5:12; 10:24;
Eccl. 1:16

3:13

k 1 Chr. 29:12

l Cp. Prov. 3:16

m Cp. Matt. 6:29

3:14

n 1 Kin. 6:12

o 1 Kin. 15:5
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child, and by no means kill him; she
is his mother.”

28And all Israel heard of the judg-
ment which the king had rendered;
and they feared the king, for they
saw that the wisdom of God was in
him to administer justice.

Solomon’s eleven officials

4SO King Solomon was king over
all Israel.

2And these were his officials: Aza-
riah the ason of Zadok, the priest;

3Elihoreph and Ahijah, the sons
of Shisha, scribes; bJehoshaphat the
son of Ahilud, the recorder;

4cBenaiah the son of Jehoiada,
over the army; Zadok and dAbiathar,
the priests;

5Azariah the son of Nathan, over
the officers; Zabud the son of Na-
than, a priest and the eking’s friend;

6Ahishar, over the household; and
Adoniram the son of Abda, over the
f labor force.

Solomon’s twelve governors
7And Solomon had twelve gover-

nors over all Israel, who provided
food for the king and his household;
each one made provision for one
month of the year.

8These are their names: Ben-
Hur,* in the mountains of Ephraim;

9Ben-Deker,* in Makaz, Shaalbim,
Beth Shemesh, and Elon Beth Hanan;

10Ben-Hesed,* in Arubboth; to
him belonged Sochoh and all the
land of Hepher;

11Ben-Abinadab,* in all the re-
gions of Dor; he had Taphath the
daughter of Solomon as wife;

12Baana the son of Ahilud, in Taa-
nach, Megiddo, and all Beth Shean,
which is beside Zaretan below Jez-
reel, from Beth Shean to Abel Me-
holah, as far as the other side of Jok-
neam;

13Ben-Geber,* in Ramoth Gilead;
to him belonged the towns of Jair
the son of Manasseh, in Gilead; to
him also belonged g the region of
Argob in Bashan—sixty large cities
with walls and bronze gate-bars;

4:15

h 2 Sam. 15:27

4:16

i 2 Sam. 15:32;
1 Chr. 27:33

4:19

j Deut. 3:8

4:20

k Gen. 22:17;
1 Kin. 3:8

4:21

l 2 Chr. 9:26; Ps.
72:8

m Gen. 15:18

4:2

a Cp. 1 Chr. 6:8-
10

4:3

b 2 Sam. 8:16;
20:24

4:4

c 1 Kin. 2:35

d 1 Kin. 2:27

4:5

e 2 Sam. 15:37;
16:16; 1 Chr.
27:33
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f 1 Kin. 5:14

4:13

g Deut. 3:4
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14Ahinadab the son of Iddo, in

Mahanaim;
15hAhimaaz, in Naphtali; he also

took Basemath the daughter of
Solomon as wife;

16Baanah the son of iHushai, in
Asher and Aloth;

17Jehoshaphat the son of Paruah,
in Issachar;

18Shimei the son of Elah, in Ben-
jamin;

19Geber the son of Uri, in the
land of Gilead, in jthe country of Si-
hon king of the Amorites, and of Og
king of Bashan. He was the only
governor who was in the land.

Greatness and security of the kingdom
20Judah and Israel were as numer-

ous kas the sand by the sea in multi-
tude, eating and drinking and rejoic-
ing.

21So lSolomon reigned over all
kingdoms from the River to the land
of the Philistines, as far as the bor-
der of mEgypt. They brought tribute
*4:8 Literally Son of Hur *4:9 Literally Son of
Deker *4:10 Literally Son of Hesed
*4:11 Literally Son of Abinadab *4:13 Literally
Son of Geber

4:5 priest. Or chief minister, 2 Sam. 8:18; 20:26.
4:18 Shimei. 1 Kin. 1:8; not the Shimei of 2:8,44.
4:21 River. That is, the Euphrates. 1 Kin. 8:65.

4:2 SOLOMON’S ADVISERS

Chief Officials Position
Azariah priest
Elihoreph and Ahijah scribes
Jehoshaphat recorder
Benaiah commander over the army
Zadok and Abiathar priests
Azariah in charge of the officers
Zabud priest and friend
Ahishar over the palace household
Adoniram in charge of the labor force

Governors Location
Ben-Hur mountains of Ephraim
Ben-Deker Makaz, Shaalbim, Beth 

Shemesh, Elon Beth Hanan
Ben-Hesed Arubboth
Ben-Abinadab regions of Dor
Baana Taanach, Megiddo, Beth Shean
Ben-Geber Ramoth Gilead
Ahinadab Mahanaim
Ahimaaz Naphtali
Baanah Asher and Aloth
Jehoshaphat Issachar
Shimei Benjamin
Geber Gilead



the kings of the earth who had
heard of his wisdom, came to hear
the nwisdom of Solomon.

Solomon prepares to build the
temple (2 Chr. 2:1,3–16)

5NOW oHiram king of Tyre sent
his servants to Solomon, be-

cause he heard that they had
anointed him king in place of his fa-
ther, for Hiram had always loved
David.

2Then Solomon sent to Hiram,
saying:

3 p You know how my father
David could not build a house
for the name of the LORD his
God qbecause of the wars
which were fought against him
on every side, until the LORD
put his foes* under the soles of
his feet.

4 But now the LORD my God has
given me rrest on every side;
there is neither adversary nor
evil occurrence.

5 And behold, I propose to build
a house for the name of the
LORD my God, as the LORD
spoke to my father David,
saying, “Your son, whom I will
set on your throne in your
place, he shall build the house
for My sname.”

6 Now therefore, command that
they cut down cedars for me
from Lebanon; and my servants
will be with your servants, and
I will pay you wages for your
servants according to whatever
you say. For you know there is
none among us who has skill
to cut timber like the
Sidonians.

7So it was, when Hiram heard the
words of Solomon, that he rejoiced
greatly and said,

Blessed be the LORD this day,
for He has given David a wise
son over this great people!

and served Solomon all the days of
his life.

22aNow Solomon’s provision for
one day was thirty bkors of fine
flour, sixty kors of meal,

23ten fatted oxen, twenty oxen
from the pastures, and one hundred
sheep, besides deer, gazelles, roe-
bucks, and fatted fowl.

24For he had dominion over all
the region on this side of the River
from Tiphsah even to Gaza, namely
over all the kings on this side of the
River; and che had peace on every
side all around him.

25And Judah and Israel ddwelt
safely, eeach man under his vine
and his fig tree, from Dan as far as
Beersheba, all the days of Solomon.

26 fSolomon had gforty* thousand
stalls of horses for his chariots, and
twelve thousand horsemen.

27And these governors, each man
in his month, provided food for
King Solomon and for all who came
to King Solomon’s table. There was
no lack in their supply.

28They also brought barley and
straw to the proper place, for the
horses and steeds, each man accord-
ing to his charge.

The wisdom of Solomon,
and his great renown

29And God gave Solomon wisdom
and exceedingly great understand-
ing, and largeness of heart like the
sand on the seashore.

30Thus Solomon’s wisdom excelled
the wisdom of all the men of the East
and hall the wisdom of Egypt.

31For he was iwiser than all
men—than jEthan the Ezrahite, and
Heman, Chalcol, and Darda, the
sons of kMahol; and his fame was in
all the surrounding nations.

32He spoke three thousand lprov-
erbs, and his msongs were one thou-
sand and five.

33Also he spoke of trees, from the
cedar tree of Lebanon even to the
hyssop that springs out of the wall;
he spoke also of animals, of birds, of
creeping things, and of fish.

34And men of all nations, from all
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*4:26 Following Masoretic Text and most other
authorities; some manuscripts of the Septuagint read
four (compare 2 Chronicles 9:25). *5:3 Literally
them

4:22 provision. Literally bread.
4:24 River. That is, the Euphrates. 1 Kin. 8:65.

4:25 safely. Literally confidently.



8Then Hiram sent to Solomon,
saying:

I have considered the message
which you sent me, and I will
do all you desire concerning the
cedar and cypress logs.

9 My servants shall bring them
down afrom Lebanon to the sea;
I will float them in rafts by sea
to the place you indicate to me,
and will have them broken
apart there; then you can take
them away. And you shall fulfill
my desire bby giving food for
my household.

10Then Hiram gave Solomon
cedar and cypress logs according to
all his desire.

11And Solomon gave Hiram twen-
ty thousand ckors of wheat as food
for his household, and twenty*

ckors of pressed oil. Thus Solomon
gave to Hiram year by year.

12So the LORD gave Solomon wis-
dom, as He had dpromised him; and
there was peace between Hiram
and Solomon, and the two of them
made a treaty together.

Labor force raised up
(2 Chr. 2:2,17–18)

13Then King Solomon eraised up a
labor force out of all Israel; and the
labor force was thirty thousand men.

14And he sent them to Lebanon,
ten thousand a month in shifts: they
were one month in Lebanon and
two months at home; Adoniram
was in charge of the f labor force.

15Solomon had seventy thousand
who carried burdens, and eighty
thousand who quarried stone in the
mountains,

16besides three thousand three
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hundred* from the gchiefs of
Solomon’s deputies, who supervised
the people who labored in the work.

17And the king commanded them
to quarry large stones, costly stones,
and hhewn stones, to lay the foun-
dation of the temple.*

18So Solomon’s builders, Hiram’s
builders, and the Gebalites quarried
them; and they prepared timber and
stones to build the temple.

Temple begun (2 Chr. 3:1–2)

6AND it came to pass in the four
hundred and eightieth* year af-

ter the children of Israel had come
out of the land of Egypt, in the
fourth year of Solomon’s reign over
Israel, in the month of Ziv, which is
the second month, that he began to
build the house of the LORD.

Materials and details of
structure (2 Chr. 3:3–14)

2 iNow the house which King
Solomon built for the LORD, its
length was sixty jcubits, its width
twenty, and its height thirty cubits.

3The vestibule in front of the
sanctuary* of the house was twenty
*5:11 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and
Vulgate; Septuagint and Syriac read twenty
thousand. *5:16 Following Masoretic Text,
Targum, and Vulgate; Septuagint reads three
thousand six hundred. *5:17 Literally house,
and so frequently throughout this book
*6:1 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and
Vulgate; Septuagint reads fortieth. *6:3 Hebrew
heykal; here the main room of the temple, elsewhere
called the holy place (compare Exodus 26:33 and
Ezekiel 41:1)

6:1 Ziv. This is the second month of Iyyar (or Ziv) in
the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of April–May. For more information on the Hebrew
religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2. house of the
LORD. The NT invariably expands the typology of the
tabernacle, not the temple. No reference to the structure of
the temple, as in the case of the tabernacle (Heb. 9—10), is
traceable.

6:2 thirty cubits. The height of the house itself; com-
pare 2 Chr. 3:4 which states that the height of the vestibule
was 120 cubits. The latter may possibly be a scribal error.
See notes at 1 Sam. 6:19; 1 Chr. 11:11.

6:2 DESCRIPTION OF THE TEMPLE

The details pertaining to the temple may be summa-
rized from this chapter and 2 Chr. 3, as follows:

(1) its dimensions (v. 2; 2 Chr. 3:3);
(2) its materials (vv. 7,9,22; 2 Chr. 3:5–7);
(3) its vestibule (v. 3; 2 Chr. 3:4);
(4) its windows (v. 4);
(5) its stories (vv. 5–6,8,10; 2 Chr. 3:9);
(6) the Most Holy Place (vv. 16–22; 2 Chr. 3:8–9);
(7) the cherubim (vv. 23–28; 2 Chr. 3:10–13);
(8) the center veil (2 Chr. 3:14);
(9) its walls (vv. 15,29; 2 Chr. 3:7);
(10) its floor (vv. 15,30);
(11) its doors (vv. 31–35);
(12) the courts (v. 36; 2 Chr. 4:9);
and (13) its completion (vv. 9,14,37–38). See 1 Kin.

7:14, note.



the floor of the temple to the ceiling
he paneled the inside with wood;
and he covered the floor of the tem-
ple with planks of cypress.

16Then he built the twenty-cubit
room at the rear of the temple, from
floor to ceiling, with cedar boards;
he built it inside as the inner sanc-
tuary, as the fMost Holy Place.

17And in front of it the temple
sanctuary was forty cubits long.

18The inside of the temple was
cedar, carved with ornamental buds
and open flowers. All was cedar;
there was no stone to be seen.

19And he prepared the inner sanc-
tuary inside the temple, to set the ark
of the covenant of the LORD there.

20The inner sanctuary was twenty
cubits long, twenty cubits wide, and
twenty cubits high. He overlaid it
with pure gold, and overlaid the al-
tar of cedar.

21So Solomon overlaid the inside
of the temple with pure gold. He
stretched gold chains across the
front of the inner sanctuary, and
overlaid it with gold.

22The gwhole temple he overlaid
with gold, until he had finished all
the temple; also he overlaid with
gold the entire altar that was by the
inner sanctuary.

23hInside the inner sanctuary he
made two icherubim of olive wood,
each ten cubits high.

24One wing of the cherub was
five cubits, and the other wing of
the cherub five cubits: ten cubits
from the tip of one wing to the tip
of the other.

25And the other cherub was ten
cubits; both cherubim were of the
same size and shape.

26The height of one cherub was
ten cubits, and so was the other
cherub.

27Then he set the cherubim inside
the inner room;* and they stretched

cubits long across the width of the
house, and the width of the
vestibule* extended ten cubits from
the front of the house.

4And he made for the house win-
dows with beveled frames.

5Against the wall of the temple he
built chambers all around, against
the walls of the temple, all around
the sanctuary and the inner sanctu-
ary.* Thus he made side chambers
all around it.

6The lowest chamber was five cu-
bits wide, the middle was six cubits
wide, and the third was seven cu-
bits wide; for he made narrow
ledges around the outside of the
temple, so that the support beams
would not be fastened into the walls
of the temple.

7And the temple, when it was be-
ing built, was built with stone fin-
ished at the quarry, so that no ham-
mer or chisel or any iron tool was
heard in the temple while it was be-
ing built.

8The doorway for the middle sto-
ry* was on the right side of the tem-
ple. They went up by stairs to the
middle story, and from the middle
to the third.

9aSo he built the temple and fin-
ished it, and he paneled the temple
with beams and boards of cedar.

10And he built side chambers
against the entire temple, each five
cubits high; they were attached to
the temple with cedar beams.

11Then the word of the LORD
came to Solomon, saying:

12“Concerning this temple which
you are building, if you walk in My
statutes, execute My b judgments,
keep all My commandments, and
walk in them, then I will perform
My word with you, cwhich I spoke
to your father David.

13“And dI will dwell among the
children of Israel, and will not efor-
sake My people Israel.”

14So Solomon built the temple
and finished it.

15And he built the inside walls of
the temple with cedar boards; from
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e Deut. 31:6

474 1 KINGS 6:4–27

*6:3 Literally it *6:5 Hebrew debir; here the
inner room of the temple, elsewhere called the Most
Holy Place (compare verse 16) *6:8 Following
Masoretic Text and Vulgate; Septuagint reads upper
story; Targum reads ground story.
*6:27 Literally house

6:8 side. Literally shoulder.
6:11 saying. Solomon is reminded (vv. 12–13) that

God’s favor is found not in earthly gifts but in obedience.

6:27 they stretched out. Or the cherubim stretched out
their wings.



out the wings of the cherubim so
that the wing of the one touched one
wall, and the wing of the other cher-
ub touched the other wall. And their
wings touched aeach other in the
middle of the room.

28Also he overlaid the cherubim
with gold.

29Then he carved all the walls of
the temple all around, both the in-
ner and outer sanctuaries, with
carved b figures of cherubim, palm
trees, and open flowers.

30And the floor of the temple he
overlaid with gold, both the inner
and outer sanctuaries.

31For the entrance of the inner
sanctuary he made doors of olive
wood; the lintel and doorposts were
one-fifth of the wall.

32The two doors were of olive
wood; and he carved on them fig-
ures of cherubim, palm trees, and
open flowers, and overlaid them
with gold; and he spread gold on
the ccherubim and on the palm
trees.

33So for the door of the sanctuary
he also made doorposts of olive
wood, one-fourth of the wall.

34And the two doors were of cy-
press wood; two dpanels comprised
one folding door, and two dpanels
comprised the other folding door.

35Then he carved cherubim, palm
trees, and open flowers on them,
and overlaid them with gold applied
evenly on the carved work.

36And he built the e inner court
with three rows of hewn stone and
a row of cedar beams.

The house of the LORD was
seven years in building

37In the fourth year the founda-
tion of the house of the LORD was
laid, in the month of Ziv.

38And in the eleventh year, in the
month of fBul, which is the eighth
month, the house was finished in all
its details and according to all its
plans. So he was gseven years in
building it.
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Solomon’s palace

7BUT Solomon took thirteen
years to build his own house; so

he finished all his hhouse.
2He also built the iHouse of the

Forest of Lebanon; its length was
one hundred jcubits, its width fifty
cubits, and its height thirty cubits,
with four rows of cedar pillars, and
cedar beams on the pillars.

3And it was paneled with cedar
above the beams that were on forty-
five pillars, fifteen to a row.

4There were windows with
beveled frames in three rows, and
window was opposite window in
three tiers.

5And all the doorways and door-
posts had rectangular frames; and
window was opposite window in
three tiers.

6He also made the Hall of Pillars:
its length was fifty cubits, and its
width thirty cubits; and in front of
them was a portico with pillars, and
a canopy was in front of them.

7Then he made a hall for the
throne, the Hall of Judgment, where
he might judge; and it was paneled
with cedar from floor to ceiling.*

8And the house where he dwelt
had another court inside the hall, of
like workmanship. Solomon also
made a house like this hall for Phar-
aoh’s daughter, kwhom he had tak-
en as wife.

9All these were of costly stones
cut to size, trimmed with saws, in-
side and out, from the foundation to
the eaves, and also on the outside to
the great court.

10The foundation was of costly
stones, large stones, some ten cu-
bits and some eight cubits.

11And above were costly stones,
hewn to size, and cedar wood.

12The great court was enclosed
with three rows of hewn stones and
a row of cedar beams. So were the
l inner court of the house of the
LORD and mthe vestibule of the tem-
ple.
*7:7 Literally floor, that is, of the upper level

6:37 Ziv. This is the second month of Iyyar (or Ziv) in
the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of April–May. For more information on the

Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.
7:3 beams. Literally ribs.



23eAnd he made the fSea of cast
bronze, ten cubits from one brim to
the other; it was completely round.
Its height was five cubits, and a line
of thirty cubits measured its circum-
ference.

24Below its brim were ornamental
buds encircling it all around, ten to
a cubit, all the way around the Sea.
The ornamental buds were cast in
two rows when it was cast.

25It stood on twelve oxen: three
looking toward the north, three
looking toward the west, three look-
ing toward the south, and three
looking toward the east; the Sea
was set upon them, and all their
back parts pointed inward.

26It was a handbreadth thick; and
its brim was shaped like the brim of
a cup, like a lily blossom. It con-
tained gtwo thousand* hbaths.

27He also made ten carts of
bronze; four cubits was the length
of each cart, four cubits its width,
and three cubits its height.

28And this was the design of the
carts: They had ipanels, and the
panels were between frames;

29on the panels that were be-
tween the frames were lions, oxen,
and cherubim. And on the frames
was a pedestal on top. Below the li-
ons and oxen were wreaths of plait-
ed work.

30Every cart had four bronze
wheels and axles of bronze, and its
four feet had supports. Under the
laver were supports of cast bronze
beside each wreath.

31Its opening inside the crown at
the top was one cubit in diameter;
and the opening was round, shaped
like a pedestal, one and a half cubits
in outside diameter; and also on the

Huram, the artisan
13Now King Solomon sent and

brought aHuram from Tyre.
14He was the son of a widow

from the tribe of Naphtali, and bhis
father was a man of Tyre, a bronze
worker; che was filled with wisdom
and understanding and skill in
working with all kinds of bronze
work. So he came to King Solomon
and did all his work.

15And he cast two pillars of
bronze, each one deighteen cubits
high, and a line of twelve cubits
measured the circumference of each.

16Then he made two capitals of
cast bronze, to set on the tops of the
pillars. The height of one capital
was five cubits, and the height of
the other capital was five cubits.

17He made a lattice network,
with wreaths of chainwork, for the
capitals which were on top of the
pillars: seven chains for one capital
and seven for the other capital.

18So he made the pillars, and two
rows of pomegranates above the
network all around to cover the cap-
itals that were on top; and thus he
did for the other capital.

19The capitals which were on top
of the pillars in the hall were in the
shape of lilies, four cubits.

20The capitals on the two pillars
also had pomegranates above, by
the convex surface which was next
to the network; and there were two
hundred such pomegranates in rows
on each of the capitals all around.

21Then he set up the pillars by the
vestibule of the temple; he set up
the pillar on the right and called its
name Jachin, and he set up the pillar
on the left and called its name Boaz.

22The tops of the pillars were in
the shape of lilies. So the work of
the pillars was finished.
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7:13 Huram. The Huram of this passage (vv. 13–14;
2 Chr. 2:13–14; 4:11–17) was an artisan of Tyre, whereas
the Hiram of 5:1–18 (also 2 Chr. 2:3–12) was a king of
Tyre.
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2 Chr. 3—4 on the temple, particularly Huram’s work in
bronze, may be itemized:

(1) the two pillars (vv. 15–22; 2 Chr. 3:15–17);
(2) the bronze altar (2 Chr. 4:1);
(3) the Sea of cast bronze (vv. 23–26,39; 2 Chr. 4:2–5,10);

(4) the ten carts (vv. 27–37);
(5) the ten lavers (vv. 38–39; 2 Chr. 4:6);
(6) summary of Huram’s work in bronze (vv. 40–45;

2 Chr. 4:11–16);
(7) summary of Huram’s work on golden vessels (vv.

48–50; 2 Chr. 4:7–8,19–22);
(8) completion of work (v. 51; 2 Chr. 5:1). See 1 Kin.

6:2, note.
7:21 Jachin. Meaning, He shall establish. Boaz. Mean-

ing, in Him [is] strength.



opening were engravings, but the
panels were square, not round.

32Under the panels were the four
wheels, and the axles of the wheels
were joined to the cart. The height
of a wheel was one and a half cubits.

33The workmanship of the
wheels was like the workmanship
of a chariot wheel; their axle pins,
their rims, their spokes, and their
hubs were all of cast bronze.

34And there were four supports at
the four corners of each cart; its
supports were part of the cart itself.

35On the top of the cart, at the
height of half a cubit, it was perfect-
ly round. And on the top of the cart,
its flanges and its apanels were of
the same casting.

36On the plates of its flanges and
on its panels he engraved cherubim,
lions, and palm trees, wherever
there was a clear space on each,
with wreaths all around.

37Thus he made the ten carts. All
of them were of the same mold, one
measure, and one shape.

38Then he bmade ten lavers of
bronze; each laver contained forty
baths, and each laver was four cubits.
On each of the ten carts was a laver.

39And he put five carts on the
right side of the house, and five on
the left side of the house. He set the
Sea on the right side of the house,
toward the southeast.

40cHuram dmade the lavers and
the shovels and the bowls. So Hu-
ram finished doing all the work that
he was to do for King Solomon for
the house of the LORD:

41the two pillars, the two bowl-
shaped capitals that were on top of
the two pillars; the two networks
covering the two bowl-shaped capi-
tals which were on top of the pillars;

42efour hundred pomegranates for
the two networks (two rows of
pomegranates for each network, to
cover the two bowl-shaped capitals
that were on top of the pillars);

43the ten carts, and ten lavers on
the carts;
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44one Sea, and twelve oxen under

the Sea;
45the pots, the shovels, and the

bowls. All these articles which Hu-
ram made for King Solomon for the
house of the LORD were of bur-
nished bronze.

46In the plain of Jordan the king
had them cast in clay molds, be-
tween Succoth and fZaretan.

47And Solomon did not weigh all
the articles, because there were so
many; the weight of the bronze was
not gdetermined.

48Thus Solomon had all the fur-
nishings made for the house of the
LORD: the haltar of gold, and the
i table of gold on which was the
jshowbread;

49the lampstands of pure gold,
five on the right side and five on the
left in front of the kinner sanctuary,
with the flowers and the lamps and
the wick-trimmers of gold;

50the basins, the trimmers, the
bowls, the ladles, and the censers of
pure gold; and the hinges of gold,
both for the doors of the inner room
(the Most Holy Place) and for the
doors of the main hall of the temple.

51So all the work that King
Solomon had done for the house of
the LORD was finished; and Solomon
brought in the things which his fa-
ther David had ldedicated: the sil-
ver and the gold and the furnish-
ings. He put them in the treasuries
of the house of the LORD.

Ark brought in: the Shekinah glory
fills the house (2 Chr. 5:2–14)

8NOW Solomon assembled the
elders of Israel and all the

mheads of the tribes, the chief fa-
thers of the children of Israel, to
King Solomon in Jerusalem, that
they might bring up the ark of the
covenant of the LORD from the City
of David, which is Zion.

2Therefore all the men of Israel
assembled with King Solomon at
the nfeast in the month of Ethanim,
which is the seventh month.

7:32 joined to the cart. Literally in the cart.
7:47 because there were so many. Literally for the very

great multitude.
8:2 Ethanim. This is the seventh month of Tishri (or Eth-

anim) in the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the
modern months of September–October. For more informa-
tion on the Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev.
23:2.



His mouth to my father David, and
with His hand has fulfilled it, msay-
ing,

16‘Since the day that I brought My
people Israel out of Egypt, I have
chosen no city from any tribe of Isra-
el in which to build a house, that My
name might be nthere; but oI chose
David to be over My people Israel.’

17“Now it was in the heart of my
father David to build a temple* for
the name of the LORD God of pIsrael.

18“But the LORD said to my father
David, ‘Whereas it was in your heart
to build a temple for My name, you
did well that it was in your heart.

19‘Nevertheless you shall not
build the temple, but your son who
will come from your body, he shall
build the temple for My qname.’

20“So the LORD has fulfilled His
word which He spoke; and I have
filled the position of my father rDa-
vid, and sit on the throne of Israel,
as the LORD promised; and I have
built a temple for the name of the
LORD God of Israel.

21“And there I have made a place
for the ark, in which is the cov-
enant of the LORD which He made
with our fathers, when He brought
them out of the land of Egypt.”

Solomon’s prayer of dedication
(2 Chr. 6:12–42)

22Then Solomon stood before the
altar of the LORD in the presence of
all the assembly of Israel, and
spread out his hands toward heav-
en;

23and he ssaid: “LORD God of Isra-
el, there is no God in heaven above
or on earth below like You, who
keep Your covenant and mercy with
Your servants who walk before You
with all their thearts.

24“You have kept what You prom-
ised Your servant David my father;
You have both spoken with Your
mouth and fulfilled it with Your
hand, as it is this day.

25“Therefore, LORD God of Israel,
now keep what You promised Your
servant David my father, saying,
‘You shall not fail to have a man sit
before Me on the throne of Israel,
only if your sons take heed to their

3So all the elders of Israel came,
and the apriests took up the ark.

4Then they brought up the ark of
the LORD, the btabernacle of meet-
ing, and all the holy furnishings that
were in the tabernacle. The priests
and the Levites brought them up.

5Also King Solomon, and all the
congregation of Israel who were as-
sembled with him, were with him
before the ark, csacrificing sheep
and oxen that could not be counted
or numbered for multitude.

6Then the priests brought in the
ark of the covenant of the LORD to its
dplace, into the einner sanctuary of
the temple, to the Most Holy Place,
under the wings of the cherubim.

7For the cherubim spread their
two wings over the place of the ark,
and the cherubim overshadowed
the ark and its poles.

8The poles extended so that the
ends of the poles could be seen
from the holy place, in front of the
finner sanctuary; but they could not
be seen from outside. And they are
there to this day.

9gNothing was in the ark except
the htwo tablets of stone which Mo-
ses put there at Horeb, when the
LORD made a covenant with the
children of Israel, when they came
out of the land of Egypt.

10And it came to pass, when the
priests came out of the holy place,
that the icloud filled the house of
the LORD,

11so that the priests could not
continue ministering because of the
cloud; for the jglory of the LORD
filled the house of the LORD.

Solomon’s sermon (2 Chr. 6:1–11)
12Then Solomon spoke:

“The LORD said He would dwell
in the dark kcloud.

13 I have surely built You an
exalted house,

And a place for You to dwell in
forever.”

14Then the king turned around
and blessed the whole assembly of
Israel, while all the assembly of Isra-
el was standing.

15And he said: l“Blessed be the
LORD God of Israel, who spoke with
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way, that they walk before Me as
you have walked before aMe.’

26“And now I pray, O God of Isra-
el, let Your word come true, bwhich
You have spoken to Your servant
David my father.
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27“But cwill God indeed dwell on

the earth? Behold, heaven and the
heaven of heavens cannot contain
You. How much less this temple
which I have built!

28“Yet regard the prayer of Your

8:22 PRAYERS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

Subject Given by Reference
Aaron’s blessing of Israel Aaron and priests Numbers 6:22–26
For a son Abraham Genesis 15:2
For Ishmael’s acceptance Abraham Genesis 17:17,18
For mercy on Sodom Abraham Genesis 18:23
Success to find a wife for Isaac Abraham’s servant Genesis 24:12
For moderation in his desires Agur Proverbs 30:1
When going into battle Asa 2 Chronicles 14:11
For restoration of Jerusalem Daniel Daniel 9:4
For a blessing on his house David 2 Samuel 7:18
After his sin with Bathsheba David Psalm 51
After numbering the people David 2 Samuel 24:17
At the close of his life David 1 Chronicles 29:10–19
To restore the widow’s son Elijah 1 Kings 17:20
For God to affirm his mission Elijah 1 Kings 18:36
For death Elijah 1 Kings 19:4
To open the eyes of his servant Elisha 2 Kings 6:17
To blind an army Elisha 2 Kings 6:18
Intercession for his people Ezekiel Ezekiel 9:8
Confession of sin Ezra Ezra 9:6
For revival of God’s work Habakkuk Habakkuk 3:1–16
For the gift of a son Hannah 1 Samuel 1:11
For protection against Sennacherib Hezekiah 2 Kings 19:15; Isaiah 37:16
When dangerously ill Hezekiah 2 Kings 20:3; Isaiah 38:3
For eating the Passover unprepared Hezekiah 2 Chronicles 30:18
For atonement Israel Deuteronomy 21:6–8
Confession on presenting firstfruits Israel Deuteronomy 26:5–10
Prayer of the tithing year Israel Deuteronomy 26:13–15
For the Divine blessing Jabez 1 Chronicles 4:10
For deliverance from Esau Jacob Genesis 32:9
For protection against armies Jehoshaphat 2 Chronicles 20:6
In a great famine Jeremiah Jeremiah 14:7
For comfort Jeremiah Jeremiah 15:15–18
For deliverance from the fish Jonah Jonah 2:2
After Achan’s sin Joshua Joshua 7:7–9
Confession of God’s goodness Levites Nehemiah 9:5
For guidance in raising a child Manoah Judges 13:8,9
For forgiveness for idolatry Moses Exodus 32:11; Deut. 9:26
For the Divine presence Moses Exodus 33:12
To move the ark Moses Numbers 10:35–36
For help to govern the Israelites Moses Numbers 11:11–15
To cure Miriam of leprosy Moses Numbers 12:13
At the spies’ report Moses Numbers 27:15
For a successor Moses Numbers 27:15
To enter Canaan Moses Deuteronomy 3:24
For the remnant in captivity Nehemiah Nehemiah 1:5
For protection Nehemiah Nehemiah 4:4
To avenge his enemies Samson Judges 16:28
For wisdom to govern Israel Solomon 1 Kings 3:5–9
Dedication of the Temple Solomon 1 Kings 8:23; 2 Chr. 6:14



supplication is made by anyone, or
by all Your people Israel, when each
one knows the plague of his own
heart, and spreads out his hands to-
ward this temple:

39“then hear in heaven Your
dwelling place, and forgive, and act,
and give to everyone according to
all his ways, whose heart You know
(for You alone know the hearts of all
the sons of mmen),

40“that they may nfear You all the
days that they live in the land which
You gave to our fathers.

41“Moreover, concerning a for-
eigner, who is not of Your people Is-
rael, but has come from a far coun-
try for Your name’s sake

42“(for they will hear of Your great
name and Your strong hand and
Your outstretched arm), when he
comes and prays toward this temple,

43“hear in heaven Your dwelling
place, and do according to all for
which the foreigner calls to You,
othat all peoples of the earth may
know Your pname and qfear You, as
do Your people Israel, and that they
may know that this temple which I
have built is called by Your name.

44“When Your people go out to
battle against their enemy, wherever
You send them, and when they pray
to the LORD toward the city which
You have chosen and the temple
which I have built for Your name,

45“then hear in heaven their
prayer and their supplication, and
maintain their cause.

46“When they sin against You (for
there is no one who does rnot sin),
and You become angry with them
and deliver them to the enemy, and
they take them captive sto the land
of the enemy, far or near;

47“yet when they come to them-
selves in the land where they were
carried captive, and repent, and
make supplication to You in the
land of those who took them cap-
tive, tsaying, ‘We have sinned and
done wrong, we have committed
wickedness’;

48“and when they return to You
with all their heart and with all their
soul in the land of their enemies

servant and his supplication, O
LORD my God, and listen to the cry
and the prayer which Your servant
is praying before You today:

29“that Your eyes may be open to-
ward this temple night and day, to-
ward the place of which You said,
a‘My name shall be bthere,’ that You
may hear the prayer which Your ser-
vant makes toward this place.

30“And may You hear the suppli-
cation of Your servant and of Your
people Israel, when they pray cto-
ward this place. Hear in heaven
Your dwelling place; and when You
hear, forgive.

31“When anyone sins against his
neighbor, and is forced to take dan
oath, and comes and takes an eoath
before Your altar in this temple,

32“then hear in heaven, and act,
and judge Your servants, condemn-
ing the fwicked, bringing his way
on his head, and justifying the righ-
teous by giving him according to his
righteousness.

33“When Your people Israel are
defeated before an enemy because
they have sinned against gYou, and
when they turn back to You and con-
fess Your name, and pray and make
supplication to You in this temple,

34“then hear in heaven, and for-
give the sin of Your people Israel,
and bring them back to the land
which You gave to their hfathers.

35“When the heavens are shut up
and there is no rain because they
have sinned against iYou, when
they pray toward this place and con-
fess Your name, and turn from their
sin because You afflict them,

36“then hear in heaven, and for-
give the sin of Your servants, Your
people Israel, that You may teach
them jthe good way in which they
should walk; and ksend rain on Your
land which You have given to Your
people as an inheritance.

37 l“When there is famine in the
land, pestilence or blight or mildew,
locusts or grasshoppers; when their
enemy besieges them in the land of
their cities; whatever plague or
whatever sickness there is;

38“whatever prayer, whatever
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who led them away captive, and
pray to You atoward their land which
You gave to their fathers, the city
which You have chosen and the tem-
ple which I have built for Your name:

49“then hear in heaven Your
dwelling place their prayer and
their supplication, and maintain
their cause,

50“and forgive Your people who
have sinned against You, and all
their transgressions which they
have transgressed against You; and
grant them compassion before those
who took them captive, that they
may have bcompassion on them

51“(for they are Your people and
Your c inheritance, whom You
brought out of Egypt, dout of the
iron furnace),

52e“that Your eyes may be open
to the supplication of Your servant
and the supplication of Your people
Israel, to listen to them whenever
they call to You.

53“For You fseparated them from
among all the peoples of the earth to
be Your inheritance, gas You spoke
by Your servant Moses, when You
brought our fathers out of Egypt, O
Lord GOD.”

Solomon’s benediction
54hAnd so it was, when Solomon

had finished praying all this prayer
and supplication to the LORD, that he
arose from before the altar of the
LORD, from kneeling on his knees
with his hands spread up to heaven.

55Then he stood and blessed all
the assembly of Israel with a loud
voice, saying:

56“Blessed be the LORD, who has
given irest to His people Israel, ac-
cording to all that He promised.
There has not failed one word of all
His good jpromise, which He prom-
ised through His servant Moses.

57“May the LORD our God be with
us, as He was with our fathers. May
He not leave us nor forsake kus,

58“that He may lincline our hearts
to Himself, to walk in all His ways,
and to keep His commandments and
His statutes and His judgments,
which He commanded our fathers.

59“And may these words of mine,
with which I have made supplica-
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tion before the LORD, be near the
LORD our God day and night, that
He may maintain the cause of His
servant and the cause of His people
Israel, as each day may require,

60“that all the peoples of the
earth may know that the LORD is
God; there is no other.

61“Let your heart therefore be
loyal to the LORD our God, to walk
in His statutes and keep His mcom-
mandments, as at this day.”

Sacrifice and rejoicing (2 Chr. 7:4–10)
62Then the king and all Israel

with him offered sacrifices before
the LORD.

63And Solomon offered a sacrifice
of peace offerings, which he offered
to the LORD, twenty-two thousand
bulls and one hundred and twenty
thousand sheep. So the king and all
the children of Israel ndedicated the
house of the LORD.

64On the same day the king con-
secrated the middle of the court
that was in front of the house of the
LORD; for there he offered burnt of-
ferings, grain offerings, and the fat
of the peace offerings, because the
obronze altar that was before the
LORD was too small to receive the
burnt offerings, the grain offerings,
and the fat of the peace offerings.

65At that time Solomon held a
pfeast, and all Israel with him, a great
assembly qfrom the entrance of Ha-
math to the Brook of Egypt, before
the LORD our God, seven days and
seven more rdays—fourteen days.

66On the eighth day he sent the
people away; and they blessed the
king, and went to their tents joyful
and glad of heart for all the good that
the LORD had done for His servant
David, and for Israel His people.

God’s second appearance to
Solomon (2 Chr. 7:11–22)

9AND it came to pass, when
Solomon had finished building

the house of the LORD sand the
king’s house, and tall Solomon’s de-
sire which he wanted to do,

2that the LORD appeared to Solo-
mon the usecond time, vas He had
appeared to him at Gibeon.

3And the LORD said to him: w“I



given him, but they did not please
him.

13So he said, “What kind of cities
are these which you have given me,
my brother?” And he called them
the land of mCabul,* as they are to
this day.

14Then Hiram sent the king one
hundred and twenty ntalents of gold.

Fame of Solomon (2 Chr. 8:3–18)
15And this is the reason for the

o labor force which King Solomon
raised: to build the house of the
LORD, his own house, the pMillo,*
the wall of Jerusalem, qHazor, rMe-
giddo, and sGezer.

16(Pharaoh king of Egypt had
gone up and taken Gezer and
burned it with fire, had killed the
tCanaanites who dwelt in the city,
and had given it as a dowry to his
daughter, Solomon’s uwife.)

17And Solomon built Gezer, Low-
er Beth Horon,

18Baalath, and Tadmor in the
wilderness, in the land of Judah,

19all the storage cities that
Solomon had, cities for his vchariots
and cities for his wcavalry, and
whatever Solomon desired to build
in Jerusalem, in Lebanon, and in all
the land of his dominion.

20All the people who were left of
the Amorites, xHittites, Perizzites,
Hivites, and Jebusites, who were
not of the children of Israel—

21that is, their descendants who
were left in the land after them,
whom the children of Israel had not
been able to ydestroy completely—
from these Solomon raised forced
labor, as it is to this day.

22But of the children of Israel
Solomon made no zforced laborers,
because they were men of war and
his servants: his officers, his cap-
tains, commanders of his chariots,
and his cavalry.

23Others were chiefs of the offi-
cials who were over Solomon’s
work: aafive hundred and fifty, who
ruled over the people who did the
work.

24But bbPharaoh’s daughter came
up from the City of David to her

have heard your prayer and your
supplication that you have made be-
fore Me; I have consecrated this
house which you have built ato put
My name there forever, and bMy
eyes and My heart will be there per-
petually.

4“Now if you cwalk before Me das
your father David walked, in in-
tegrity of heart and in uprightness,
to do according to all that I have
commanded you, and if you ekeep
My statutes and My judgments,

5“then I will establish the throne
of your kingdom over Israel forever,
as I promised David your father, say-
ing, ‘You shall not fail to have a man
on the throne of fIsrael.’

6“But if you or your sons at all
turn from following Me, and do not
keep My commandments and My
statutes which I have set before
you, but go and serve other gods
and worship them,

7g“then I will cut off Israel from
the land which I have given them;
and this house which I have conse-
crated hfor My name I will cast out
of My sight. iIsrael will be a proverb
and a byword among all peoples.

8“And as for this house, which is
exalted, everyone who passes by it
will be astonished and will hiss, and
say, j‘Why has the LORD done thus
to this land and to this house?’

9“Then they will answer, ‘Be-
cause they forsook the LORD their
God, who brought their fathers out
of the land of Egypt, and have em-
braced other gods, and worshiped
them and served them; therefore
the LORD has brought all this
kcalamity on them.’ ”

King Hiram and Solomon exchange
gifts (2 Chr. 8:1–2)

10Now it happened at the end of
twenty years, when Solomon had
built the two houses, the house of
the LORD and the king’s house

11 l (Hiram the king of Tyre had
supplied Solomon with cedar and
cypress and gold, as much as he de-
sired), that King Solomon then gave
Hiram twenty cities in the land of
Galilee.

12Then Hiram went from Tyre to
see the cities which Solomon had
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house which Solomon* had built for
her. aThen he built the Millo.

25Now bthree times a year Solo-
mon offered burnt offerings and
peace offerings on the altar which
he had built for the LORD, and he
burned incense with them on the
altar that was before the LORD. So
he finished the temple.

26King Solomon also built a fleet
of ships at Ezion Geber, which is
near Elath* on the shore of the Red
Sea, in the land of Edom.

27Then Hiram sent his servants
with the fleet, seamen who knew
the sea, to work with the servants
of Solomon.

28And they went to Ophir, and ac-
quired four hundred and c twenty
talents of gold from there, and
brought it to King Solomon.

Queen of Sheba visits
Solomon (2 Chr. 9:1–12)

10NOW when the dqueen of
Sheba heard of the fame of

Solomon concerning the name of
the LORD, she came to test him with
hard questions.

2She came to Jerusalem with a
very great retinue, with camels that
bore spices, very much gold, and
precious stones; and when she
came to Solomon, she spoke with
him about all that was in her heart.

3So Solomon answered all her
questions; there was nothing so dif-
ficult for the king that he could not
explain it to her.

4And when the queen of Sheba
had seen all the wisdom of Solo-
mon, the house that he had built,

5the food on his table, the seating
of his servants, the service of his
waiters and their apparel, his cup-
bearers, eand his entryway by which
he went up to the house of the LORD,
there was no more spirit in her.

6Then she said to the king: “It
was a true report which I heard in
my own land about your words and
your wisdom.

7“However I did not believe the
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words until I came and saw with my
own eyes; and indeed the half was
not told me. Your wisdom and pros-
perity exceed the fame of which I
heard.

8“Happy are your men and happy
are these your servants, who stand
continually before you and hear
your wisdom!

9 f“Blessed be the LORD your God,
who gdelighted in you, setting you
on the throne of Israel! Because the
LORD has loved Israel forever, there-
fore He made you hking, to do jus-
tice and righteousness.”

10Then she gave the king one hun-
dred and twenty italents of gold,
spices in great quantity, and precious
stones. There never again came such
abundance of spices as the queen of
Sheba gave to King Solomon.

11Also, the ships of Hiram, which
brought gold from jOphir, brought
great quantities of almug wood and
precious stones from Ophir.

12And the king made steps of the
almug wood for the house of the
LORD and for the king’s house, also
harps and stringed instruments for
singers. There never again came
such almug wood, nor has the like
been seen to this day.

13Now King Solomon gave the
queen of Sheba all she desired,
whatever she asked, besides what
Solomon had given her according to
the royal generosity. So she turned
and went to her own country, she
and her servants.

Solomon’s splendor (2 Chr. 9:13–28)
14The weight of kgold that came

to Solomon yearly was six hundred
and sixty-six talents of gold,

15besides that from the traveling
lmerchants, from the income of
traders, mfrom all the kings of Ara-
bia, and from the governors of the
country.

16And King Solomon made two
hundred large shields of hammered
*9:24 Literally he (compare 2 Chronicles 8:11)
*9:26 Hebrew Eloth (compare 2 Kings 14:22)

10:5 his entryway. Or his burnt offerings which he of-
fered in.

10:11 almug wood. The almug tree is traditionally the
sandalwood tree (Santalum album). Close-grained and fra-

grant, the wood is employed for ornamental work and was
thus particularly suited for the purpose for which Solomon
used it.



ed from Egypt cost six hundred
shekels of silver, and a horse one
hundred and fifty; and thus,
through their agents,* they export-
ed them to all the kings of the lHit-
tites mand the kings of Syria.

Solomon forsakes God

11BUT King Solomon loved
many nforeign women, as

well as the odaughter of Pharaoh:
women of the Moabites, Ammonites,
Edomites, Sidonians, and pHittites—

2from the nations of whom the
LORD had said to the children of Is-
rael, “You shall not intermarry with
them, nor they with you. Surely
they will turn away your hearts af-
ter their qgods.” Solomon clung to
these in love.

3And he had seven hundred
wives, princesses, and three hun-
dred concubines; and his wives
turned away his heart.

4For it was so, when Solomon was
old, that his wives turned his heart
after other gods; and his heart was
not loyal to the LORD his God, as was
the heart of his rfather David.

5For Solomon went after sAshto-
reth the goddess of the Sidonians,
and after Milcom the abomination
of the tAmmonites.

6Solomon did evil in the sight of
the LORD, and did not fully follow
the LORD, as did his father David.

7Then Solomon built a high place
for Chemosh the abomination of
Moab, on the hill that is east of Jeru-
salem, and for Molech the abomina-
tion of the people of Ammon.

8And he did likewise for all his
foreign wives, who burned incense
and sacrificed to their gods.

God sternly rebukes Solomon and tells
him that the kingdom will be taken away

9So the LORD became angry with
Solomon, because his heart had
turned from the LORD God of Israel,
who had appeared to him utwice,

gold; six hundred shekels of gold
went into each shield.

17He also made three hundred
ashields of hammered gold; three
bminas of gold went into each
shield. The king put them in the
cHouse of the Forest of Lebanon.

18Moreover the king made a great
throne of ivory, and overlaid it with
pure gold.

19The throne had six steps, and
the top of the throne was round at
the back; there were armrests on ei-
ther side of the place of the seat, and
two lions stood beside the armrests.

20Twelve lions stood there, one
on each side of the six steps; noth-
ing like this had been made for any
other kingdom.

21dAll King Solomon’s drinking
vessels were gold, and all the ves-
sels of the House of the Forest of
Lebanon were pure gold. Not one
was silver, for this was accounted as
nothing in the days of Solomon.

22For the king had merchant
ships at sea with the fleet of Hiram.
Once every three years the emer-
chant ships came bringing gold, sil-
ver, ivory, apes, and monkeys.*

23 fSo King Solomon surpassed all
the kings of the earth in riches and
wisdom.

24Now all the earth sought the
presence of Solomon to hear his wis-
dom, which God had put in his heart.

25Each man brought his present:
articles of silver and gold, garments,
armor, spices, horses, and mules, at
a set rate year by year.

26gAnd Solomon gathered chari-
ots and horsemen; he had one thou-
sand four hundred chariots and
twelve thousand horsemen, whom
he stationed* in the hchariot cities
and with the king at Jerusalem.

27 iThe king made silver as com-
mon in Jerusalem as stones, and he
made cedar trees as abundant as the
sycamores which are in the jlowland.

28Also Solomon had horses im-
ported from kEgypt and Keveh; the
king’s merchants bought them in
Keveh at the current price.

29Now a chariot that was import-
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10and ahad commanded him con-
cerning this thing, that he should
not go after other gods; but he did
not keep what the LORD had com-
manded.

11Therefore the LORD said to
Solomon, “Because you have done
this, and have not kept My cov-
enant and My statutes, which I have
commanded you, bI will surely ctear
the kingdom away from you and
give it to your dservant.

12“Nevertheless I will not do it in
your days, for the sake of your fa-
ther David; I will tear it out of the
hand of your son.

13“However I will not tear away
the whole kingdom; I will give eone
tribe to your son ffor the sake of My
servant David, and for the sake of
Jerusalem which I have gchosen.”

Solomon chastened by Hadad,
Rezon, and Jeroboam

14Now the LORD raised up an ad-
versary against Solomon, Hadad the
Edomite; he was a descendant of
the king in Edom.

15For it happened, when David
was in hEdom, and Joab the com-
mander of the army had gone up to
bury the slain, iafter he had killed
every male in Edom

16(because for six months Joab re-
mained there with all Israel, until he
had cut down every male in Edom),

17that Hadad fled to go to Egypt,
he and certain Edomites of his fa-
ther’s servants with him. Hadad was
still a little child.

18Then they arose from Midian
and came to Paran; and they took
men with them from Paran and
came to Egypt, to Pharaoh king of
Egypt, who gave him a house, ap-
portioned food for him, and gave
him land.

19And Hadad found great favor in
the sight of Pharaoh, so that he gave
him as wife the sister of his own
wife, that is, the sister of Queen
Tahpenes.

20Then the sister of Tahpenes
bore him Genubath his son, whom
Tahpenes weaned in Pharaoh’s
house. And Genubath was in Phar-
aoh’s household among the sons of
Pharaoh.
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21 jSo when Hadad heard in Egypt

that David rested with his fathers,
and that Joab the commander of the
army was dead, Hadad said to Phar-
aoh, “Let me depart, that I may go
to my own country.”

22Then Pharaoh said to him, “But
what have you lacked with me, that
suddenly you seek to go to your own
country?” So he answered, “Noth-
ing, but do let me go anyway.”

23And God raised up another ad-
versary against him, Rezon the son
of Eliadah, who had fled from his
lord, kHadadezer king of Zobah.
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32‘(but he shall have one tribe for
the sake of My servant David, and
for the sake of Jerusalem, the city
which I have chosen out of all the
tribes of Israel),

33‘because they have* forsaken
Me, and worshiped Ashtoreth the
goddess of the Sidonians, Chemosh
the god of the Moabites, and Mil-
com the god of the people of Am-
mon, and have not walked in My
ways to do what is right in My eyes
and keep My statutes and My judg-
ments, as did his father David.

34‘However I will not take the
whole kingdom out of his hand, be-
cause I have made him ruler all the
days of his life for the sake of My
servant David, whom I chose be-
cause he kept My commandments
and My statutes.

35‘But I will take the kingdom out
of his son’s hand and give it to
you—lten tribes.

36‘And to his son I will give one
tribe, that My servant David may al-
ways have a m lamp before Me in
Jerusalem, the city which I have
chosen for Myself, to put My name
there.

37‘So I will take you, and you shall
reign over all your heart desires,
and you shall be king over Israel.

38‘Then it shall be, if you heed all
that I command you, walk in My
ways, and do what is right in My
sight, to keep My statutes and
My commandments, as My servant
David did, then I will be with nyou
and obuild for you an enduring

24So he gathered men to him and
became captain over a band of
raiders, awhen David killed those of
Zobah. And they went to Damascus
and dwelt there, and reigned in
bDamascus.

25He was an adversary of Israel all
the days of Solomon (besides the
trouble that Hadad caused); and he
abhorred Israel, and reigned over
Syria.

26Then Solomon’s servant, cJero-
boam the son of Nebat, an Ephra-
imite from Zereda, whose mother’s
name was Zeruah, a widow, dalso
erebelled against the king.

27And this is what caused him to
rebel against the king: fSolomon had
built the Millo and repaired the dam-
ages to the City of David his father.

28The man Jeroboam was a
mighty man of valor; and Solomon,
seeing that the young man was gin-
dustrious, made him the officer
over all the labor force of the house
of Joseph.

29Now it happened at that time,
when Jeroboam went out of
Jerusalem, that the prophet hAhijah
the Shilonite met him on the way;
and he had clothed himself with a
new garment, and the two were
alone in the field.

30Then Ahijah took hold of the
new garment that was on him, and
itore it into twelve pieces.

31And he said to Jeroboam, “Take
for yourself ten pieces, for jthus says
the LORD, the God of Israel: ‘Behold,
I will tear the kkingdom out of the
hand of Solomon and will give ten
tribes to you
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Author of books: Song of Solomon, Ecclesiastes, many Proverbs see book introductions



house, as I built for David, and will
give Israel to ayou.

39‘And I will afflict the descen-
dants of David because of this, but
not forever.’ ”

40Solomon therefore sought to kill
Jeroboam. But Jeroboam arose and
fled to Egypt, to bShishak king of
Egypt, and was in Egypt until the
death of Solomon.

Solomon dies (2 Chr. 9:29–31)
41Now the crest of the acts of

Solomon, all that he did, and his
wisdom, are they not written in the
dbook of the acts of Solomon?

42And the period that Solomon
reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel
was forty years.

43Then eSolomon rested with his
fathers, and was buried in the City
of David his father. And fRehoboam
his son reigned in his gplace.

III. The Division of the Kingdom
under Rehoboam and Jeroboam, 

12:1—14:31

Accession and folly of Rehoboam
(2 Chr. 12:1; cp. Eccl. 2:18–19)

12AND hRehoboam went to
iShechem, for all Israel had

gone to Shechem to make him king.
2So it happened, when jJeroboam

the son of Nebat heard it (he was
still in kEgypt, for he had fled from
the presence of King Solomon and
had been dwelling in Egypt),

3that they sent and called him.
Then Jeroboam and the whole as-
sembly of Israel came and spoke to
Rehoboam, saying,

4“Your father made our lyoke
heavy; now therefore, lighten the
burdensome service of your father,
and his heavy yoke which he put on
us, and we will serve you.”

5So he said to them, “Depart for
three days, then come back to me.”
And the people departed.

6Then King Rehoboam consulted
the elders who stood before his fa-
ther Solomon while he still lived,

12:7

m 2 Chr. 10:7;
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12:14

n Cp. Ex. 5:5-9

12:15
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25:20

p 1 Kin. 11:29

11:38
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10

11:40

b 1 Kin. 11:17;
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11:41

c 2 Chr. 9:29

d See 1 Chr.
29:29, note

11:43

e 2 Chr. 9:31

f 2 Chr. 10:1

g 1 Kin. 14:21

12:1

h 2 Chr. 10:1

i Judg. 9:6

12:2

j 1 Kin. 11:26

k 1 Kin. 11:40
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l 1 Sam. 8:11-18;
1 Kin. 4:7; 5:13-
15

1 KINGS 11:39—12:15 487
and he said, “How do you advise me
to answer these people?”

7And they spoke to him, saying,
m“If you will be a servant to these
people today, and serve them, and
answer them, and speak good
words to them, then they will be
your servants forever.”

8But he rejected the advice which
the elders had given him, and con-
sulted the young men who had
grown up with him, who stood be-
fore him.

9And he said to them, “What ad-
vice do you give? How should we
answer this people who have spo-
ken to me, saying, ‘Lighten the yoke
which your father put on us’?”

10Then the young men who had
grown up with him spoke to him,
saying, “Thus you should speak to
this people who have spoken to
you, saying, ‘Your father made our
yoke heavy, but you make it lighter
on us’—thus you shall say to them:
‘My little finger shall be thicker
than my father’s waist!

11‘And now, whereas my father
put a heavy yoke on you, I will add
to your yoke; my father chastised
you with whips, but I will chastise
you with scourges!’ ”*

12So Jeroboam and all the people
came to Rehoboam the third day,
as the king had directed, saying,
“Come back to me the third day.”

13Then the king answered the
people roughly, and rejected the ad-
vice which the elders had given him;

14and he spoke to them according
to the advice of the young men,
saying, “My father made your
yoke heavy, but I will nadd to your
yoke; my father chastised you with
whips, but I will chastise you with
scourges!”*

15So the king did not listen to the
people; for the oturn of events was
from the LORD, that He might fulfill
His word, which the LORD had spo-
ken by pAhijah the Shilonite to Jero-
boam the son of Nebat.
*12:11 Literally scorpions *12:14 Literally
scorpions

11:43 reigned. 931 B.C.
12:1 Shechem is one of the oldest cities in Palestine

(Gen. 12:6; 37:14; Ps. 60:6; etc.). The modern city of

Nablus, 30 miles north of Jerusalem, is the ancient She-
chem.

12:13 roughly. Literally harshly.



fore they obeyed the word of the
LORD, and turned back, according to
the word of the LORD.

Jeroboam’s idolatry divides the nation
25Then Jeroboam built jShechem

in the mountains of Ephraim, and
dwelt there. Also he went out from
there and built kPenuel.

26And Jeroboam said in his heart,
“Now the kingdom may return to
the house of David:

27“If these people lgo up to offer
sacrifices in the house of the LORD
at Jerusalem, then the heart of this
people will turn back to their lord,
Rehoboam king of Judah, and they
will kill me and go back to Rehobo-
am king of Judah.”

28Therefore the king asked ad-
vice, made mtwo calves of gold, and
said to the people, “It is too much
for you to go up to Jerusalem. Here
are your gods, O Israel, which
brought you up from the land of
nEgypt!”

29And he set up one in Bethel,
and the other he put in Dan.

30Now this thing obecame a sin,
for the people went to worship be-
fore the one as far as Dan.

31He made shrines* on the high
pplaces, and made priests from
every class of people, who were not
of the sons of qLevi.

32Jeroboam ordained a feast on
the fifteenth day of the eighth
month, rlike the feast that was in Ju-
dah, and offered sacrifices on the
saltar. So he did at Bethel, sacrific-
ing to the calves that he had made.
And at Bethel he installed the
tpriests of the high places which he
had made.

33So he made offerings on the al-
tar which he had made at Bethel on
the fifteenth day of the eighth
month, in the month which he had
devised in his own heart. And he
ordained a feast for the children of
Israel, and offered sacrifices on the
altar and burned incense.

Kingdom divided; Jeroboam
becomes king over Israel

(2 Chr. 10:12–19; 11:1–4)
16Now when all Israel saw that

the king did not listen to them, the
people answered the king, asaying:

“What b share have we in David?
We have no inheritance in the

son of Jesse.
To your tents, O Israel!
Now, see to your own house, 

O David!”

So Israel departed to their tents.
17But Rehoboam reigned over

cthe children of Israel who dwelt in
the cities of Judah.

18Then King Rehoboam dsent
Adoram, who was in charge of the
revenue; but all Israel stoned him
with stones, and he died. Therefore
King Rehoboam mounted his chari-
ot in haste to flee to Jerusalem.

19So Israel has been in rebellion
against the house of David to this
day.

20Now it came to pass when all Is-
rael heard that Jeroboam had come
back, they sent for him and called
him to the congregation, and made
him king over all eIsrael. There was
none who followed the house of Da-
vid, but the tribe of Judah only.

21 fAnd when Rehoboam came to
Jerusalem, he assembled all the
house of Judah with the tribe of
gBenjamin, one hundred and eighty
thousand chosen men who were
warriors, to fight against the house
of Israel, that he might restore the
kingdom to Rehoboam the son of
Solomon.

22But the word of God came to
hShemaiah the man of God, saying,

23“Speak to Rehoboam the son of
Solomon, king of Judah, to all the
house of Judah and Benjamin, and
to the rest of the people, saying,

24‘Thus says the LORD: i“You shall
not go up nor fight against your
brethren the children of Israel. Let
every man return to his house, for
this thing is from Me.” ’ ” There-
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*12:31 Literally a house

12:18 Adoram. Or Adoniram, 1 Kin. 4:6; or Hadoram,
2 Chr. 10:18.

12:32 eighth month. This is the month of Marchesvan
(or Bul) in the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to

the modern months of October–November. For more in-
formation on the Hebrew religious calendar, see the note
at Lev. 23:2.



Prophecy against Jeroboam’s
false altar

13AND behold, aa man of God
went from Judah to Bethel by

the word of the LORD, band Jeroboam
stood by the altar to burn incense.

13:2

c See Judg. 3:7
and 1 Kin. 3:2,
notes

d Lev. 26:30

13:3

e Is. 7:14; John
2:18; 1 Cor.
1:22
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a 2 Kin. 23:17

b 1 Kin. 12:32-33
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2Then he cried out against the al-

tar by the word of the LORD, and
said, “O altar, altar! Thus says the
LORD: ‘Behold, a child, Josiah by
name, shall be born to the house of
David; and on you he shall sacrifice
the priests of the chigh places who
burn incense on you, and men’s
bones shall be dburned on you.’ ”

3And he gave a esign the same
day, saying, “This is the sign which

13:2 Josiah: whom Jehovah heals. The child king who
brought Judah back to serving the Lord. He repaired
the temple and reinstated the reading of the Law.

12:19 CHRONOLOGY OF THE TWO KINGDOMS

Difficulties arise in comparing the chronology of the two kingdoms, Israel and Judah. Before the modern system of
numbering years was adopted in the fifth century A.D., events were usually dated by the reigns of kings, beginning a
new series with each new king. In some instances the remaining months of the year of a king’s death were counted as
the first year of his successor; in others the new series of numbers did not begin until the next full year. Frequently a
king associated his son with him on the throne, so that the year could be designated by either king; in such cases one
writer might begin the new king’s reign when this occurred, whereas another writer might not begin the enumeration
until after the father’s death. Interest in precise chronology is comparatively recent. Until modern times the year was
commenced at different dates in various countries. When these facts are recognized, most of the chronological dis-
crepancies in the narratives of the two kingdoms can be resolved.

The total length of the kingdoms of Israel and Judah can be learned from events mentioned in the history of other
countries. A much larger sum is reached by adding together the number of years of each king’s reign, because frac-
tions of a year would appear as full years in each reign.

From 1050–931 B.C. the united kingdom was ruled by Saul, David, and Solomon. The approximate dates of the
reigns of the kings of Israel and Judah are shown in the table below:

Israel Reign Co-Regency Judah Reign Co-Regency

Jeroboam I 931–910 B.C. Rehoboam 931–913 B.C.
Abijah 913–911

Nadab 910–909 Asa 911–870
Baasha 909–886
Elah 886–885
Zimri 885
Omri 885–874 885–880 B.C.
Ahab 874–853 Jehoshaphat 870–848 873–870 B.C.
Ahaziah 853–852 Jehoram 848–841 853–848
Joram 852–841 Ahaziah 841
Jehu 841–814 Athaliah 841–835
Jehoahaz 814–798 Joash 835–796
Jehoash 798–782 Amaziah 796–767
Jeroboam II 782–753 793–782 Azariah 767–740 791–767
Zechariah 753–752
Shallum 752
Menahem 752–742 Jotham 740–732 750–740
Pekahiah 742–740
Pekah 740–732 752–740 Ahaz 732–716
Hoshea 732–721

Hezekiah 716–687
Manasseh 687–642 696–687
Amon 642–640
Josiah 640–608
Jehoahaz 608
Jehoiakim 608–597
Jehoiachin 597
Zedekiah 597–586



sons had seen* which way the man
of God went who came from Judah.

13Then he said to his sons, “Sad-
dle the donkey for me.” So they sad-
dled the donkey for him; and he
rode on it,

14and went after the man of God,
and found him sitting under an oak.
Then he said to him, “Are you the
man of God who came from Judah?”
And he said, “I am.”

15Then he said to him, “Come
home with me and eat bread.”

16And he said, g“I cannot return
with you nor go in with you; nei-
ther can I eat bread nor drink water
with you in this place.

17“For I have been told hby the
word of the LORD, ‘You shall not eat
bread nor drink water there, nor re-
turn by going the way you came.’ ”

18He said to him, “I too am a
prophet as you are, and an iangel
spoke to me by the word of the
LORD, saying, ‘Bring him back with
you to your house, that he may eat
bread and drink water.’ ” (He was
lying to him.)

19So he went back with him, and
ate bread in his house, and drank
water.

Man of God killed
20Now it happened, as they sat at

the table, that the word of the LORD
came to the prophet who had
brought him back;

21and he cried out to the man of
God who came from Judah, saying,
“Thus says the LORD: ‘Because you
have disobeyed the word of the
LORD, and have not kept the com-
mandment which the LORD your
God commanded you,

22‘but you came back, ate bread,
and drank water in the jplace of
which the LORD said to you, “Eat no
bread and drink no water,” your
corpse shall not come to the tomb of
your fathers.’ ”

23So it was, after he had eaten
bread and after he had drunk, that
he saddled the donkey for him, the
prophet whom he had brought back.

the LORD has spoken: Surely the al-
tar shall split apart, and the ashes
on it shall be poured out.”

Jeroboam’s hand becomes paralyzed in
judgment; it is then restored

4So it came to pass when King
Jeroboam heard the saying of the
man of God, who cried out against
the altar in Bethel, that he stretched
out his hand from the altar, saying,
“Arrest him!” Then his hand, which
he stretched out toward him, awith-
ered, so that he could not pull it
back to himself.

5The altar also was split apart,
and the ashes poured out from the
altar, according to the sign which
the man of God had given by the
word of the LORD.

6Then the king answered and
said to the man of God, “Please ben-
treat the favor of the LORD your
God, and pray for me, that my hand
may be restored to me.” So the man
of God centreated the LORD, and the
king’s hand was restored to him,
and became as before.

7Then the king said to the man of
God, “Come home with me and re-
fresh yourself, and I will give you a
dreward.”

8But the man of God said to the
king, e“If you were to give me half
your house, I would not go in with
you; nor would I eat bread nor
drink water in this place.

9“For so it was commanded me
by the word of the LORD, saying,
‘You shall not eat bread, nor drink
water, nor return by the same way
you came.’ ”

10So he went another way and
did not return by the way he came
to Bethel.

Man of God disobeys
11Now an fold prophet dwelt in

Bethel, and his sons came and told
him all the works that the man of
God had done that day in Bethel;
they also told their father the words
which he had spoken to the king.

12And their father said to them,
“Which way did he go?” For his
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*13:12 Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate
read showed him.

13:18 an angel spoke to me. Here is an impressive illustration of Gal. 1:8–9.



24When he was gone, a alion met
him on the road and killed him.
And his corpse was thrown on the
road, and the donkey stood by it.
The lion also stood by the corpse.

25And there, men passed by and
saw the corpse thrown on the road,
and the lion standing by the corpse.
Then they went and told it in the
city where the old prophet dwelt.

26Now when the prophet who
had brought him back from the way
heard it, he said, “It is the man of
God who was disobedient to the
word of the LORD. Therefore the
LORD has delivered him to the lion,
which has torn him and killed him,
according to the word of the LORD
which He spoke to him.”

27And he spoke to his sons, say-
ing, “Saddle the donkey for me.” So
they saddled it.

28Then he went and found his
corpse thrown on the road, and the
donkey and the lion standing by the
corpse. The lion had not eaten the
corpse nor torn the donkey.

29And the prophet took up the
corpse of the man of God, laid it on
the donkey, and brought it back. So
the old prophet came to the city to
mourn, and to bury him.

30Then he laid the corpse in his
own tomb; and they mourned over
him, saying, b“Alas, my brother!”

31So it was, after he had buried
him, that he spoke to his sons, say-
ing, “When I am dead, then bury
me in the tomb where the man of
God is buried; clay my bones beside
his bones.

32d“For the saying which he cried
out by the word of the LORD against
the altar in Bethel, and against all
the shrines* on the ehigh places
which are in the cities of Samaria,
will surely come to pass.”

Persistence in false worship
33After this event Jeroboam did

not turn from his evil way, but again
he made priests from fevery class of
people for the high places; whoever
wished, he consecrated him, and he
became one of the gpriests of the
high places.
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34And this thing was the sin of

the house of Jeroboam, so as hto ex-
terminate and destroy it from the
face of the earth.

Jeroboam’s son dies

14AT that time Abijah the son
of Jeroboam became sick.

2And Jeroboam said to his wife,
“Please arise, and disguise yourself,
that they may not recognize you as
the wife of Jeroboam, and go to Shi-
loh. Indeed, Ahijah the prophet is
there, who told me that iI would be
king over this people.

3 j“Also take with you ten loaves,
some cakes, and a jar of honey, and
go to him; he will tell you what will
become of the child.”

4And Jeroboam’s wife did so; she
arose and went to Shiloh, and came
to the house of Ahijah. But Ahijah
could not see, for his eyes were
glazed by reason of his age.

5Now the LORD had said to Ahi-
jah, “Here is the wife of Jeroboam,
coming to ask you something about
her son, for he is sick. Thus and
thus you shall say to her; for it will
be, when she comes in, that she
will pretend to be another woman.”

6And so it was, when Ahijah
heard the sound of her footsteps as
she came through the door, he said,
“Come in, wife of Jeroboam. Why
do you pretend to be another per-
son? For I have been sent to you
with bad news.

7“Go, tell Jeroboam, ‘Thus says
the LORD God of Israel: k“Because I
exalted you from among the people,
and made you ruler over My people
Israel,

8“and l tore the kingdom away
from the house of David, and gave it
to you; and yet you have not been as
My servant David, mwho kept My
commandments and who followed
Me with all his heart, to do only
what was right in My eyes;

9“but you have done more evil
than all who were before you, nfor
you have gone and made for your-
self other gods and omolded images
*13:32 Literally houses

14:6 bad. Literally hard.



in the book of the chronicles of the
kings of Israel.

20The period that Jeroboam
reigned was twenty-two years. So
he rested with his fathers. Then
kNadab his son reigned in his place.

Judah’s apostasy under Rehoboam
(2 Chr. 12:1)

21And Rehoboam the son of Solo-
mon reigned in Judah. Rehoboam
was forty-one years old when he be-
came king. He reigned seventeen
years in Jerusalem, the city which
the LORD had chosen out of all the
tribes of Israel, to put His name
lthere. His mother’s name was Naa-
mah, an Ammonitess.

22Now Judah did evil in the sight
of the LORD, and they provoked Him
to jealousy with their sins which
they committed, more than all that
their fathers had done.

23For they malso built for them-
selves nhigh places, osacred pillars,
and wooden pimages on every high
hill and under every green tree.

24And there were also qperverted
persons* in the land. They did ac-
cording to all the rabominations of
the nations which the LORD had cast
out before the children of sIsrael.

Invasion by Shishak
(2 Chr. 2:2–12)

25It happened in the fifth year of
King Rehoboam that Shishak king of
Egypt came up against Jerusalem.

26And he took away the treasures
of the house of the LORD and the
treasures of the king’s house; he
took away teverything. He also took
away all the gold shields which
Solomon had umade.

27Then King Rehoboam made
bronze shields in their place, and
committed them to the hands of the
captains of the guard, who guarded
the doorway of the king’s house.

28And whenever the king entered
the house of the LORD, the guards
carried them, then brought them
back into the guardroom.

to provoke Me to anger, and have
acast Me behind your back—

10“therefore behold! I will bbring
disaster on the house of Jeroboam,
and will cut off from Jeroboam
every male in Israel, bond and free;
I will ctake away the remnant of the
house of Jeroboam, as one takes
away refuse until it is all dgone.

11“The dogs shall eat whoever be-
longs to Jeroboam and dies in the
city, and the birds of the air shall
eeat whoever dies in the field; for
the LORD has spoken!” ’

12“Arise therefore, go to your
own house. When your feet enter
the city, the child shall die.

13“And all Israel shall mourn for
him and bury him, for he is the only
one of Jeroboam who shall come to
the grave, because in him there is
found something good toward the
LORD God of Israel in the house of
Jeroboam.

14“Moreover the LORD will raise
up for Himself a king over Israel
who shall fcut off the house of Jero-
boam; this is the day. What? Even
now!

15“For the LORD will strike Israel,
as a reed is shaken in the water. He
will guproot Israel from this good
land which He gave to their fathers,
and will scatter them beyond the
River, because they have made their
wooden h images, provoking the
LORD to anger.

16“And He will give Israel up be-
cause of the sins of Jeroboam, who
sinned and who made Israel sin.”

17Then Jeroboam’s wife arose and
departed, and came to iTirzah.
When she came to the threshold of
the house, the child died.

18And they buried him; and all Is-
rael mourned for him, according to
the word of the LORD which He
spoke through His servant Ahijah
the prophet.

Nadab succeeds Jeroboam
(2 Chr. 13:20)

19Now the rest of the acts of Jero-
boam, how he jmade war and how
he reigned, indeed they are written
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*14:24 Hebrew qadesh, that is, one practicing
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14:15 River. That is, the Euphrates.
14:20 reigned. 910 B.C.

14:21 became king. 931 B.C.



Rehoboam dies (2 Chr. 12:13–16)
29aNow the rest of the acts of Re-

hoboam, and all that he did, are
they not written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Judah?

30And there was bwar between Re-
hoboam and Jeroboam all their days.

31So Rehoboam rested with his
fathers, and was buried with his fa-
thers in the City of David. His moth-
er’s name was Naamah, an Am-
monitess. Then cAbijam* his son
reigned in his place.

IV. The Kings of Judah and Israel
to the Accession of Ahab, 

15:1—16:27

Abijam (or Abijah) succeeds
Rehoboam (2 Chr. 13:1–2)

15IN the eighteenth year of
King Jeroboam the son of Ne-

bat, Abijam became king over Ju-
dah.

2He reigned three years in Jeru-
salem. His mother’s name was Maa-
chah the granddaughter of dAbisha-
lom.

3And he walked in all the sins of
his father, which he had done be-
fore him; his heart was not eloyal to
the LORD his God, as was the heart
of his father David.

4Nevertheless for David’s sake
the LORD his God gave him a flamp
in Jerusalem, by setting up his son
after him and by establishing Jeru-
salem;

5because David did what was
right in the eyes of the LORD, and
had not turned aside from anything
that He commanded him all the
days of his life, gexcept in the mat-
ter of Uriah the hHittite.

6And there was iwar between Re-
hoboam* and Jeroboam all the days
of his life.

Asa succeeds Abijam (or Abijah)
(2 Chr. 14:1–5; 15:1–19)

7 jNow the rest of the acts of Abi-
jam, and all that he did, are they not
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k 2 Chr. 14:1

15:10

l Cp. v. 2

15:11

m 2 Chr. 14:2
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n 1 Kin. 14:24;
22:46

15:13

o 2 Chr. 15:16-18

p See Deut.
16:21, note

15:14
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r 1 Kin. 3:2;
22:43

s 1 Sam. 16:7
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Phil. 3:12, note
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11:20-22
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Phil. 3:12, note
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f 2 Sam. 21:17;
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15:5

g 2 Sam. 11:4,15-
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note
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written in the book of the chroni-
cles of the kings of Judah? And
there was war between Abijam and
Jeroboam.

8So kAbijam rested with his fa-
thers, and they buried him in the
City of David. Then Asa his son
reigned in his place.

9In the twentieth year of Jerobo-
am king of Israel, Asa became king
over Judah.

10And he reigned forty-one years
in Jerusalem. His grandmother’s
name was Maachah the grand-
daughter of lAbishalom.

11mAsa did what was right in the
eyes of the LORD, as did his father
David.

12And he banished the npervert-
ed persons* from the land, and re-
moved all the idols that his fathers
had made.

13Also he oremoved Maachah his
grandmother from being queen
mother, because she had made an
obscene p image of Asherah. And
Asa cut down her obscene image
and burned it by the Brook Kidron.

14But the qhigh places were rnot
removed. Nevertheless Asa’s sheart
was tloyal to the LORD all his days.

15He also brought into the house
of the LORD the things which his fa-
ther uhad dedicated, and the things
which he himself had dedicated: sil-
ver and gold and utensils.

Asa’s league with Syria; war with
Baasha (2 Chr. 14:6–15; 16:1–10)
16Now there was vwar between

Asa and Baasha king of Israel all
their days.

17And wBaasha king of Israel
came up against Judah, and built
xRamah, that he might let none go
out or come in to Asa king of Judah.

18Then Asa took all the silver and
gold that was left in the treasuries of
*14:31 Spelled Abijah in 2 Chronicles 12:16ff
*15:6 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint,
Targum, and Vulgate; some Hebrew manuscripts and
Syriac read Abijam. *15:12 Hebrew qedeshim,
that is, those practicing sodomy and prostitution in
religious rituals

15:1 became king. 913 B.C.

Abijam (or Abijah): of Jehovah. The son of Rehoboam
who followed the evil ways of his father when he be-
came king of Judah.

15:9 became king. 911 B.C.

Asa: physician. The third king of Judah who followed
the ways of the Lord and brought religious reform to
the kingdom.



his father, and in his ksin by which
he had made Israel sin.

27Then Baasha the son of Ahijah,
of the house of Issachar, conspired
against him. And Baasha killed him
at Gibbethon, which belonged to
the Philistines, while Nadab and all
Israel laid siege to Gibbethon.

28Baasha killed him in the third
year of Asa king of Judah, and
reigned in his place.

29And it was so, when he became
king, that he killed all the house of
Jeroboam. He did not leave to Jero-
boam anyone that breathed, until
he had destroyed him, according to
the lword of the LORD which He had
spoken by His servant Ahijah the
Shilonite,

30because of the sins of Jeroboam,
which he had sinned and by which
he had made Israel sin, because of
his provocation with which he had
provoked the LORD God of Israel to
anger.

31Now the rest of the acts of Na-
dab, and all that he did, are they not
written in the book of the chroni-
cles of the kings of Israel?

Baasha wars with Asa of Judah
32And there was mwar between

Asa and Baasha king of Israel all
their days.

33In the third year of Asa king of
Judah, Baasha the son of Ahijah be-
came king over all Israel in Tirzah,
and reigned twenty-four years.

34He did evil in the sight of the
LORD, and walked in the way of Jer-
oboam, and in his sin by which he
had made Israel nsin.

Prophecy against Baasha; his death

16THEN the word of the LORD
came to o Jehu the son of

pHanani, against qBaasha, saying:
2 r“Inasmuch as I lifted you out of

the dust and made you ruler over
My people Israel, and you have
walked in the sway of Jeroboam,
and have made My people Israel
sin, to provoke Me to anger with
their sins,

the house of the LORD and the trea-
suries of the king’s house, and ade-
livered them into the hand of his
servants. And King Asa sent them
to Ben-Hadad the son of Tabrim-
mon, the son of Hezion, king of Syr-
ia, who dwelt in bDamascus, saying,

19“Let there be a treaty between
you and me, as there was between
my father and your father. See, I
have sent you a present of silver and
gold. Come and break your treaty
with Baasha king of Israel, so that
he will withdraw from me.”

20So Ben-Hadad heeded King Asa,
and csent the captains of his armies
against the cities of Israel. He at-
tacked dIjon, eDan, fAbel Beth Maa-
chah, and all Chinneroth, with all
the land of Naphtali.

21Now it happened, when Baasha
heard it, that he stopped building
Ramah, and remained in gTirzah.

22Then King Asa made a procla-
mation throughout all Judah; none
was exempted. And they took away
the stones and timber of Ramah,
which Baasha had used for building;
and with them King Asa built Geba
of Benjamin, and Mizpah.

Jehoshaphat succeeds Asa
(2 Chr. 16:11—17:1)

23The rest of all the acts of Asa,
all his might, all that he did, and the
cities which he built, are they not
written in the book of the chroni-
cles of the kings of Judah? But in the
time of his old age he was diseased
in his feet.

24So Asa rested with his fathers,
and was buried with his fathers in
the City of David his father. hThen
iJehoshaphat his son reigned in his
place.

Baasha slays and succeeds Nadab
25Now jNadab the son of Jerobo-

am became king over Israel in the
second year of Asa king of Judah,
and he reigned over Israel two
years.

26And he did evil in the sight of
the LORD, and walked in the way of
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b 1 Kin. 11:23-24
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c 1 Kin. 20:1

d 2 Kin. 15:29

e Judg. 18:29

f 2 Sam. 20:14

15:21

g 1 Kin. 14:17

15:24

h 2 Chr. 17:1

i 1 Kin. 22:41-44;
Matt. 1:8

15:25

j 1 Kin. 14:20
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15:25 became king. 910 B.C.
15:27 Ahijah. Not the Abijah of vv. 1–8.
15:33 became king. 909 B.C.

Jehu: Jehovah is he. The son of Hanani who prophe-
sied against Baasha, king of Israel.



3“surely I will atake away the pos-
terity of Baasha and the posterity of
his house, and I will make your
house like the bhouse of Jeroboam
the son of Nebat.

4c“The dogs shall eat whoever be-
longs to Baasha and dies in the city,
and the birds of the air shall eat
whoever dies in the fields.”

5Now the rest of the acts of Baa-
sha, what he did, and his might,
dare they not written in the book of
the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

6So Baasha rested with his fathers
and was buried in eTirzah. Then
Elah his son reigned in his place.

7And also the word of the LORD
came by the prophet Jehu the son of
Hanani against Baasha and his
house, because of all the evil that he
did in the sight of the LORD in pro-
voking Him to anger with the work
of his hands, in being like the house
of Jeroboam, and because fhe killed
them.

Reigns of Elah and Zimri
8In the twenty-sixth year of Asa

king of Judah, Elah the son of Baa-
sha became king over Israel, and
reigned two years in Tirzah.

9gNow his servant Zimri, com-
mander of half his chariots, con-
spired against him as he was in Tir-
zah drinking himself drunk in the
house of Arza, hsteward of his
house in Tirzah.

10And Zimri went in and struck
him and killed him in the twenty-
seventh year of Asa king of Judah,
and reigned in his place.

11Then it came to pass, when he
began to reign, as soon as he was
seated on his throne, that he killed
all the household of Baasha; he did
inot leave him one male, neither of
his relatives nor of his friends.

12Thus Zimri destroyed all the
household of Baasha, jaccording to
the word of the LORD, which He
spoke against Baasha by Jehu the
prophet,

13for all the sins of Baasha and the
sins of Elah his son, by which they
had sinned and by which they had
made Israel sin, in provoking the
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LORD God of Israel to anger with
their idols.

14Now the rest of the acts of Elah,
and all that he did, are they not
written in the book of the chroni-
cles of the kings of Israel?

15In the twenty-seventh year of
Asa king of Judah, Zimri had reigned
in Tirzah seven days. And the people
were encamped against Gibbethon,
which belonged to the Philistines.

16Now the people who were en-
camped heard it said, “Zimri has
conspired and also has killed the
king.” So all Israel made Omri, the
commander of the army, king over
Israel that day in the camp.

17Then Omri and all Israel with
him went up from Gibbethon, and
they besieged Tirzah.

18And it happened, when Zimri
saw that the city was taken, that he
went into the citadel of the king’s
house and burned the king’s house
down upon himself with fire, and
died,

19because of the sins which he
had committed in doing evil in the
sight of the LORD, kin walking in the
lway of Jeroboam, and in his sin
which he had committed to make
Israel sin.

20Now the rest of the acts of Zim-
ri, and the treason he committed,
are they not written in the book of
the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

Tibni and Omri are rival kings of
Israel; Tibni dies

21Then the people of Israel were
divided into two parts: half of the
people followed Tibni the son of Gi-
nath, to make him king, and half fol-
lowed Omri.

22But the people who followed
Omri prevailed over the people who
followed Tibni the son of Ginath. So
Tibni died and Omri reigned.

Omri reigns over Israel; he
makes Samaria the capital

23In the mthirty-first year of Asa
king of Judah, Omri became king
over Israel, and reigned twelve
years. Six years he reigned in nTir-
zah.

16:8 became king. 886 B.C. 16:10 reigned. 885 B.C.



youngest son Segub he set up its
gates, according to the iword of the
LORD, which He had spoken
through Joshua the son of Nun.

Elijah’s ministry (1 Kin. 17—2 Kin. 1);
predicts three-year drought

17AND Elijah the Tishbite, of
the j inhabitants of Gilead,

said to Ahab, “As the LORD God of
Israel lives, before whom I stand,
there shall not be dew nor rain
these kyears, except at my word.”

God feeds Elijah at Cherith
2Then the word of the LORD came

to him, saying,
3“Get away from here and turn

eastward, and hide by the Brook
Cherith, which flows into the Jordan.

4“And it will be that you shall
drink from the brook, and I have
commanded the lravens to feed you
there.”

5So he went and did according to
the word of the LORD, for he went
and stayed by the Brook Cherith,
which flows into the Jordan.

6The ravens brought him bread
and meat in the morning, and bread
and meat in the evening; and he
drank from the brook.

7And it happened after a while
that the brook dried up, because
there had been no rain in the land.

God feeds Elijah at Zarephath
8Then the word of the LORD came

to him, saying,
9“Arise, go to mZarephath, which

belongs to nSidon, and dwell there.
See, I have commanded a widow
there to provide for you.”

10So he arose and went to Zare-
phath. And when he came to the
gate of the city, indeed a widow was
there gathering sticks. And he
called to her and said, “Please bring
me a little water in a cup, that I may
odrink.”

11And as she was going to get it,
he called to her and said, “Please

24And he bought the hill of
Samaria from Shemer for two atal-
ents of silver; then he built on the
hill, and called the name of the city
which he built, Samaria, after the
name of Shemer, owner of the hill.

25Omri did evil in the eyes of the
LORD, and did worse than all who
were before bhim.

26For he walked in all the ways of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and in
his sin by which he had made Israel
sin, provoking the LORD God of Isra-
el to anger with their idols.

27Now the rest of the acts of
Omri which he did, and the might
that he showed, are they not writ-
ten in the book of the chronicles of
the kings of Israel?

V. The Reign of Ahab, 16:28—22:39

Ahab becomes king; marries Jezebel
28So Omri rested with his fathers

and was buried in Samaria. Then
Ahab his son reigned in his place.

29In the thirty-eighth year of Asa
king of Judah, Ahab the son of Omri
became king over Israel; and Ahab
the son of Omri reigned over Israel
in Samaria twenty-two years.

30Now Ahab the son of Omri did
evil in the sight of the LORD, more
than all who were before chim.

31And it came to pass, as though
it had been a trivial thing for him to
walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son
of Nebat, that he took as wife dJeze-
bel the daughter of Ethbaal, king of
the eSidonians; and he went and
served Baal and worshiped fhim.

32Then he set up an altar for Baal
in the g temple of Baal, which he
had built in Samaria.

33And Ahab made a wooden him-
age. Ahab did more to provoke the
LORD God of Israel to anger than all
the kings of Israel who were before
him.

34In his days Hiel of Bethel built
Jericho. He laid its foundation with
Abiram his firstborn, and with his
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16:29 became king. 874 B.C.
16:34 with. That is, with the loss of, by sudden death.
17:1 said to Ahab. It was a small thing for a man whose

life was lived in the presence of the LORD to stand before
Ahab.

Elijah: my God is Jehovah. The Tishbite who was a
great prophet of the Lord. He performed miracles and
was taken to heaven in a chariot of fire.



bring me a morsel of bread in your
hand.”

12So she said, “As the LORD your
God lives, I do not have bread, only
a handful of flour in a bin, and a alit-
tle oil in a jar; and see, I am gather-
ing a couple of sticks that I may go
in and prepare it for myself and my
son, that we may eat it, and bdie.”

13And Elijah said to her, “Do not
fear; go and do as you have said, but
make me a small cake from it first,
and bring it to me; and afterward
make some for yourself and your son.

14“For thus says the LORD God of
Israel: ‘The bin of flour shall not be
used up, nor shall the jar of oil run
dry, until the day the LORD sends
rain on the earth.’ ”

15So she went away and did ac-
cording to the word of Elijah; and
she and he and her household ate
for many days.

16The bin of flour was not used
up, nor did the jar of oil run dry,
caccording to the word of the LORD
which He spoke by Elijah.

Elijah raises a widow’s son
17Now it happened after these

things that the son of the woman
who owned the house became sick.
And his sickness was so serious that
there was no breath left in him.

18So she said to Elijah, “What
have I to do with you, O man of
dGod? Have you come to me to
bring my sin to remembrance, and
to kill emy son?”

19And he said to her, “Give me
your son.” So he took him out of
her arms and carried him to the up-
per room where he was staying, and
laid him on his own bed.

20Then he fcried out to the LORD
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and said, “O LORD my God, have
You also brought tragedy on the
widow with whom I lodge, by
killing her son?”

21And he stretched himself out
on the child three times, and cried
out to the LORD and said, “O LORD
my God, I pray, let this child’s soul
come back to him.”

22Then the LORD heard the voice
of Elijah; and the soul of the child
came back to him, and he revived.

23And Elijah took the child and
brought him down from the upper
room into the house, and gave him
to his mother. And Elijah said, “See,
your son lives!”

24Then the woman said to Elijah,
“Now by this I gknow that you are a
man of God, and that the word of the
LORD in your mouth is the truth.”

Elijah and Obadiah

18AND it came to pass after
many days that the word of

the LORD came to Elijah, in the third
hyear, saying, “Go, present yourself
to Ahab, and I will send rain on the
earth.”

2So Elijah went to present himself
to Ahab; and there was a severe
famine in Samaria.

3And Ahab had called Obadiah,
who was in charge of his house.
(Now Obadiah feared the LORD
greatly.

4For so it was, while Jezebel mas-
sacred the prophets of the LORD,
that Obadiah had taken one hun-
dred prophets and hidden them,
fifty to a cave, and had fed them
with bread and water.)

5And Ahab had said to Obadiah,
“Go into the land to all the springs
of water and to all the brooks; per-

17:18 What have I to do with you. That is, What have
we in common?

18:3 feared the LORD. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT

expression meaning reverential trust, including the hatred
of evil. Also in v. 12.

17:14 MIRACLES OF ELIJAH

The continuous supply of oil and meal 1 Kings 17:14–16
Raising the widow’s son from the dead 1 Kings 17:17–24
Burning water-soaked sacrifice on Mount Carmel 1 Kings18:30–36
Fire consumes captains and 100 men 2 Kings 1:10–12
Dividing the Jordan River 2 Kings 2:7–8



18And he answered, “I have not
troubled Israel, but you and your fa-
ther’s house have, in that you have
forsaken the commandments of the
LORD and have cfollowed the Baals.

19“Now therefore, send and gath-
er all Israel to me on Mount dCar-
mel, the four hundred and fifty
prophets of Baal, and the four hun-
dred prophets of eAsherah, who eat
at Jezebel’s table.”

Mount Carmel; the LORD versus Baal
20So Ahab sent for all the children

of Israel, and gathered the prophets
together on Mount Carmel.

21And Elijah came to all the peo-
ple, and said, f“How long will you
falter between two opinions? If the
LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal,
follow him.” But the people an-
swered him not a word.

22Then Elijah said to the people,
g“I alone am left a prophet of the
LORD; but Baal’s prophets are four
hundred and fifty men.

23“Therefore let them give us two
bulls; and let them choose one bull
for themselves, cut it in pieces, and
lay it on the wood, but put no fire
under it; and I will prepare the oth-
er bull, and lay it on the wood, but
put no fire under it.

24“Then you call on the name of
your gods, and I will call on the
name of the LORD; and the God who
hanswers by fire, He is God.” So all
the people answered and said, “It is
well spoken.”

25Now Elijah said to the prophets
of Baal, “Choose one bull for your-
selves and prepare it first, for you
are many; and call on the name of
your god, but put no fire under it.”

26So they took the bull which was
given them, and they prepared it,
and called on the name of Baal from
morning even till noon, saying, “O
Baal, hear us!” But there was no
voice; no one answered. Then they
leaped about the altar which they
had made.

27And so it was, at noon, that Eli-
jah mocked them and said, “Cry

haps we may find grass to keep the
horses and mules alive, so that we
will not have to kill any livestock.”

6So they divided the land be-
tween them to explore it; Ahab
went one way by himself, and Oba-
diah went another way by himself.

7Now as Obadiah was on his way,
suddenly Elijah met him; and he arec-
ognized him, and fell on his face, and
said, “Is that you, my lord Elijah?”

8And he answered him, “It is I.
Go, tell your master, ‘Elijah is here.’ ”

9So he said, “How have I sinned,
that you are delivering your servant
into the hand of Ahab, to kill me?

10“As the LORD your God lives,
there is no nation or kingdom
where my master has not sent
someone to hunt for you; and when
they said, ‘He is not here,’ he took
an oath from the kingdom or nation
that they could not find you.

11“And now you say, ‘Go, tell
your master, “Elijah is here” ’!

12“And it shall come to pass, as
soon as I am gone from you, that
the bSpirit of the LORD will carry
you to a place I do not know; so
when I go and tell Ahab, and he
cannot find you, he will kill me. But
I your servant have feared the LORD
from my youth.

13“Was it not reported to my lord
what I did when Jezebel killed the
prophets of the LORD, how I hid one
hundred men of the LORD’S proph-
ets, fifty to a cave, and fed them
with bread and water?

14“And now you say, ‘Go, tell
your master, “Elijah is here.” ’ He
will kill me!”

15Then Elijah said, “As the LORD
of hosts lives, before whom I stand,
I will surely present myself to him
today.”

16So Obadiah went to meet Ahab,
and told him; and Ahab went to
meet Elijah.

Elijah challenges Ahab
17Then it happened, when Ahab

saw Elijah, that Ahab said to him,
“Is that you, O troubler of Israel?”
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18:12 feared the LORD. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT
expression meaning reverential trust, including the hatred
of evil.

Mount Carmel: park. The mountain where Elijah con-
fronted the prophets of Baal.



aloud, for he is a god; either he is
meditating, or he is busy, or he is
on a journey, or perhaps he is sleep-
ing and must be aawakened.”

28So they cried aloud, and cut
themselves, as was their custom,
with bknives and lances, until the
blood gushed out on them.

29And when midday was past,
they prophesied until the time of
the offering of the cevening sacri-
fice. But there was no voice; no one
answered, no one paid attention.

30Then Elijah said to all the peo-
ple, “Come near to me.” So all the
people came near to him. And he
repaired the altar of the LORD that
was dbroken down.

31And Elijah took twelve stones,
according to the number of the
tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom
the word of the LORD had come, say-
ing, “Israel shall be your ename.”

32Then with the fstones he built
an altar in the name of the LORD;
and he made a trench around the al-
tar large enough to hold two gseahs
of seed.

33And he put the wood hin order,
cut the bull in pieces, and laid it on
the wood, and said, “Fill four water-
pots with water, and ipour it on the
burnt sacrifice and on the wood.”

34Then he said, “Do it a second
time,” and they did it a second time;
and he said, “Do it a third time,”
and they did it a third time.

35So the water ran all around the
altar; and he also filled the trench
with water.

36And it came to pass, at the time
of the offering of the evening sacri-
fice, that Elijah the prophet came
near and jsaid, “LORD God of Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be
known this day that You are God in
Israel and I am Your servant, and
that I have done all these things at
Your word.

37“Hear me, O LORD, hear me,
that this people may know that You
are the LORD God, and that You
have turned their hearts back to You
again.”

38Then the fire of the LORD klfell
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and consumed the burnt sacrifice,
and the wood and the stones and
the dust, and it licked up the water
that was in the trench.

39Now when all the people saw
it, they fell on their faces; and they
said, “The LORD, He is God! The
LORD, He is God!”

40And Elijah said to them, “Seize
the prophets of Baal! Do not let one
of them escape!” So they seized
them; and Elijah brought them
down to the Brook mKishon and
nexecuted them there.

Elijah’s prophecy and prayer
for rain (James 5:17–18)

41Then Elijah said to Ahab, “Go
up, eat and drink; for there is the
sound of abundance of rain.”

42So Ahab went up to eat and
drink. And Elijah went up to the top
of Carmel; then he bowed down on
the ground, and put his face be-
tween his knees,

43and said to his servant, “Go up
now, look toward the sea.” So he

Asherah: the goddess Ashtoreth, an idol worshipped
by the people of Israel.
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cause the journey is too great for
you.”

Elijah at Horeb
8So he arose, and ate and drank;

and he went in the strength of that
food gforty days and forty nights as
far as Horeb, the mountain of God.

9And there he went into a cave,
and spent the night in that place;
and behold, the word of the LORD
came to him, and He said to him,
“What are you doing here, Elijah?”

10So he said, “I have been very
zealous for the LORD God of hosts;
for the children of Israel have for-
saken Your covenant, torn down
Your altars, and killed Your hproph-
ets with the sword. I alone am left;
and they seek to take my life.”

11Then He said, “Go out, and
stand on the mountain before the
LORD.” And behold, the LORD
ipassed by, and a jgreat and strong
wind tore into the mountains and
broke the rocks in pieces before the
LORD, but the LORD was not in the
wind; and after the wind an earth-
quake, but the LORD was not in the
earthquake;

12and after the earthquake a fire,
but the LORD was not in the fire;
and after the fire a still small voice.

13So it was, when Elijah heard it,
that he wrapped his face in his man-
tle and went out and stood in the
entrance of the cave. Suddenly a
voice came to him, and said, “What
are you doing here, Elijah?”

14And he said, “I have been very
zealous for the LORD God of hosts;
because the children of Israel have
forsaken Your covenant, torn down
Your altars, and killed Your proph-
ets with the sword. I alone am left;
and they seek to take my life.”

15Then the LORD said to him:
“Go, return on your way to the
Wilderness of Damascus; kand
when you arrive, anoint Hazael as
king over Syria.

16“Also you shall anoint lJehu the
son of Nimshi as king over Israel.
And mElisha the son of Shaphat of
Abel Meholah you shall anoint as
prophet in your place.

17“It shall be that whoever es-
capes the nsword of Hazael, Jehu

went up and looked, and said,
“There is nothing.” And seven
times he said, “Go again.”

44Then it came to pass the sev-
enth time, that he said, “There is a
cloud, as small as a man’s hand, ris-
ing out of the sea!” So he said, “Go
up, say to Ahab, ‘Prepare your char-
iot, and go down before the rain
stops you.’ ”

45Now it happened in the mean-
time that the sky became black with
clouds and wind, and there was a
heavy rain. So Ahab rode away and
went to Jezreel.

46Then the ahand of the LORD
came upon Elijah; and he girded up
his loins and ran ahead of Ahab to
the entrance of Jezreel.

Elijah flees from Jezebel; the angel
of the LORD ministers to him

19AND Ahab told Jezebel all
that Elijah had done, also

how he had executed all the proph-
ets with the bsword.

2Then Jezebel sent a messenger
to Elijah, saying, “So let the gods do
to me, and more also, if I do not
make your life as the life of one of
them by tomorrow about this time.”

3And when he saw that, he arose
and ran for his life, and went to
Beersheba, which belongs to Judah,
and left his servant there.

God encourages Elijah
4But he himself went a day’s jour-

ney into the wilderness, and came
and sat down under a broom tree.
And he cprayed that he might ddie,
and said, “It is enough! Now, LORD,
take my life, for I am no better than
my fathers!”

5Then as he lay and slept under a
broom tree, suddenly an eangel
touched him, and said to him,
“Arise and eat.”

6Then he looked, and there by his
head was a cake baked on coals, and
a jar of water. So he ate and drank,
and lay down again.

7And the fangel of the LORD came
back the second time, and touched
him, and said, “Arise and eat, be-
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will akill; and whoever escapes the
sword of Jehu, Elisha will kill.

18“Yet bI have creserved seven
thousand in Israel, all whose knees
have not bowed to Baal, and every
mouth that has not dkissed him.”

Call of Elisha
19So he departed from there, and

found Elisha the son of Shaphat,
who was plowing with twelve yoke
of oxen before him, and he was with
the twelfth. Then Elijah passed by
him and threw his emantle on him.

20And he left the oxen and ran af-
ter Elijah, and said, “Please let me
kiss my father and my mother, and
then I will follow you.” And he said
to him, “Go back again, for what
have I done to fyou?”

21So Elisha turned back from him,
and took a yoke of oxen and slaugh-
tered them and boiled their flesh,
using the oxen’s gequipment, and
gave it to the people, and they ate.
Then he arose and followed Elijah,
and became his servant.

Ahab’s first Syrian campaign

20NOW hBen-Hadad the king of
Syria gathered all his forces

together; thirty-two kings were with
him, with horses and chariots. And
he went up and besieged iSamaria,
and made war against it.

2Then he sent messengers into
the city to Ahab king of Israel, and
said to him, “Thus says Ben-Hadad:

3‘Your silver and your gold are
mine; your loveliest wives and chil-
dren are mine.’ ”

4And the king of Israel answered
and said, “My lord, O king, just as
you say, I and all that I have are
yours.”

5Then the messengers came back
and said, “Thus speaks Ben-Hadad,
saying, ‘Indeed I have sent to you,
saying, “You shall deliver to me
your silver and your gold, your
wives and your children”;

6‘but I will send my servants to
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you tomorrow about this time, and
they shall search your house and
the houses of your servants. And it
shall be, that whatever is pleasant
in your eyes, they will put it in their
hands and take it.’ ”

7So the king of Israel called all the
elders of the land, and said, “Notice,
please, and see how this man seeks
jtrouble, for he sent to me for my
wives, my children, my silver, and
my gold; and I did not deny him.”

8And all the elders and all the
people said to him, “Do not listen
or consent.”

9Therefore he said to the messen-
gers of Ben-Hadad, “Tell my lord the
king, ‘All that you sent for to your
servant the first time I will do, but
this thing I cannot do.’ ” And the
messengers departed and brought
back word to him.

10Then Ben-Hadad sent to him
and said, “The kgods do so to me,
and more also, if enough dust is left
of Samaria for a handful for each of
the people who follow me.”

Ben-Hadad: of Hadad. The name refers to several
kings of Syria who went to war with and against Israel
during the reigns of various kings.

20:10 follow me. Literally [are] at my feet.
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if they have come out for war, take
them alive.”

19Then these young leaders of the
provinces went out of the city with
the army which followed them.

20And each one killed his man; so
the Syrians fled, and Israel pursued
them; and Ben-Hadad the king of
Syria escaped on a horse with the
cavalry.

21Then the king of Israel went out
and attacked the horses and chari-
ots, and killed the Syrians with a
great slaughter.

Ahab’s second Syrian campaign
22And the prophet came to the

king of Israel and said to him, “Go,
strengthen yourself; take note, and
see what you should do, dfor in the
spring of the year the king of Syria
will come up against you.”

23Then the servants of the king of
Syria said to him, “Their gods are
gods of the hills. Therefore they
were stronger than we; but if we
fight against them in the plain, sure-
ly we will be stronger than they.

24“So do this thing: Dismiss the
kings, each from his position, and
put captains in their places;

25“and you shall muster an army
like the army that you have lost,
horse for horse and chariot for char-
iot. Then we will fight against them
in the plain; surely we will be
stronger than they.” And he lis-
tened to their voice and did so.

26So it was, in the spring of the
year, that Ben-Hadad mustered the
Syrians and went up to eAphek to
fight against Israel.

11So the king of Israel answered
and said, “Tell him, ‘Let not the one
who puts on his armor aboast like
the one who takes it off.’ ”

12And it happened when Ben-Ha-
dad heard this message, as he and
the kings were drinking at the com-
mand post, that he said to his ser-
vants, “Get ready.” And they got
ready to attack the city.

Victory of Ahab
13Suddenly a prophet approached

Ahab king of Israel, saying, “Thus
says the LORD: ‘Have you seen all
this great multitude? Behold, bI will
deliver it into your hand today, and
you shall cknow that I am the
LORD.’ ”

14So Ahab said, “By whom?” And
he said, “Thus says the LORD: ‘By the
young leaders of the provinces.’ ”
Then he said, “Who will set the bat-
tle in order?” And he answered,
“You.”

15Then he mustered the young
leaders of the provinces, and there
were two hundred and thirty-two;
and after them he mustered all the
people, all the children of Israel—
seven thousand.

16So they went out at noon.
Meanwhile Ben-Hadad and the thir-
ty-two kings helping him were get-
ting drunk at the command post.

17The young leaders of the
provinces went out first. And Ben-
Hadad sent out a patrol, and they
told him, saying, “Men are coming
out of Samaria!”

18So he said, “If they have come
out for peace, take them alive; and
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20:22 KING AHAB’S ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND MISTAKES

Accomplishments
Lead two great victories in war against Ben-Hadad, king of Syria 1 Kings 20; 22
Fortified cities along the Syrian borders 1 Kings 20:34
Built an ivory house in Samaria 1 Kings 22:39
Made a treaty with Ben-Hadad 1 Kings 20:34

Mistakes
Married Jezebel who introduced Israel to Baal worship 1 Kings 16:30
Refused to believe that his victories were from God 1 Kings 20:28,43
Didn’t believe the drought was due to Israel turning away from God 1 Kings 18:18
Coveted Naboth’s vineyard 1 Kings 21
Thought a disguise would save him from death 1 Kings 22



27And the children of Israel were
mustered and given provisions, and
they went against them. Now the
children of Israel encamped before
them like two little flocks of goats,
while the Syrians filled the acoun-
tryside.

28Then a bman of God came and
spoke to the king of Israel, and said,
“Thus says the LORD: ‘Because the
Syrians have said, “The LORD is God
of the hills, but He is not God of the
valleys,” therefore I cwill deliver all
this great multitude into your hand,
and you shall dknow that I am the
LORD.’ ”

29And they encamped opposite
each other for seven days. So it was
that on the seventh day the battle
was joined; and the children of Isra-
el killed one hundred thousand foot
soldiers of the Syrians in one day.

30But the rest fled to Aphek, into
the city; then a wall fell on twenty-
seven thousand of the men who
were left. And Ben-Hadad fled and
went into the city, into an inner
chamber.

Ahab rebuked for sparing Ben-Hadad
31Then his servants said to him,

“Look now, we have heard that the
kings of the house of Israel are mer-
ciful kings. Please, let us eput sack-
cloth around our waists and ropes
around our heads, and go out to the
king of Israel; perhaps he will spare
your flife.”

32So they wore sackcloth around
their waists and put ropes around
their heads, and came to the king of
Israel and said, “Your servant Ben-
Hadad says, ‘Please let me live.’ ”
And he said, “Is he still alive? He is
my brother.”

33Now the men were watching
closely to see whether any sign of
mercy would come from him; and
they quickly grasped at this word
and said, “Your brother Ben-Ha-
dad.” So he said, “Go, bring him.”
Then Ben-Hadad came out to him;
and he had him come up into the
chariot.

34So Ben-Hadad said to him, “The
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gcities which my father took from
your father I will restore; and you
may set up marketplaces for your-
self in Damascus, as my father did
in Samaria.” Then Ahab said, “I will
send you away with this treaty.” So
he made a treaty with him and sent
him away.

35hNow a certain man of the isons
of the prophets said to his neighbor
jby the word of the LORD, “Strike
me, please.” And the man refused
to strike him.

36Then he said to him, “Because
you have not obeyed the voice of
the LORD, surely, as soon as you de-
part from me, a klion shall kill you.”
And as soon as he left him, a lion
found him and killed him.

37And he found another man, and
said, “Strike me, please.” So the
man struck him, inflicting a wound.

38Then the prophet departed and
waited for the king by the road, and
disguised himself with a bandage
over his eyes.

39Now as the king passed by, he
cried out to the king and said, “Your
servant went out into the midst of
the battle; and there, a man came
over and brought a man to me, and
said, ‘Guard this man; if by any
means he is missing, your life shall
be for his llife, or else you shall pay
a mtalent of silver.’

40“While your servant was busy
here and there, he was gone.” Then
the king of Israel said to him, “So
shall your judgment be; you yourself
have decided it.”

41And he hastened to take the
bandage away from his eyes; and
the king of Israel recognized him as
one of the prophets.

42Then he said to him, “Thus says
the LORD: n ‘Because you have let
slip out of your hand a man whom I
appointed to utter destruction,
therefore your life shall go for his
life, and your people for his opeo-
ple.’ ”

43So the king of Israel pwent to
his house sullen and displeased, and
came to Samaria.

20:30 twenty-seven thousand. The number is possibly
a scribal error. See notes at 1 Sam. 6:19; 1 Chr. 11:11.

20:40 he was gone. Literally he [was] not.



against him, saying, “You have
fblasphemed God and the
king.” Then take him out, and
gstone him, that he may die.

11So the men of his city, the elders
and nobles who were inhabitants of
his city, did as Jezebel had sent to
them, as it was written in the letters
which she had sent to them.

12hThey proclaimed a fast, and
seated Naboth with high honor
among the people.

13And two men, scoundrels,
came in and sat before him; and the
scoundrels iwitnessed against him,
against Naboth, in the presence of
the people, saying, “Naboth has
blasphemed God and the king!”
Then they took him outside the city
and stoned him with jstones, so that
he died.

14Then they sent to Jezebel, say-
ing, “Naboth has been stoned and
is dead.”

15And it came to pass, when Jeze-
bel heard that Naboth had been
stoned and was dead, that Jezebel
said to Ahab, “Arise, take posses-
sion of the vineyard of Naboth the
Jezreelite, which he refused to give
you for money; for Naboth is not
alive, but dead.”

16So it was, when Ahab heard
that Naboth was dead, that Ahab
got up and went down to take pos-
session of the vineyard of Naboth
the Jezreelite.

Doom of Ahab and Jezebel predicted;
Ahab repents

17kThen the word of the LORD
came to lElijah the Tishbite, saying,

18“Arise, go down to meet Ahab
king of Israel, mwho lives in
Samaria. There he is, in the vine-
yard of Naboth, where he has gone
down to take possession of it.

19“You shall speak to him, saying,
‘Thus says the LORD: “Have you
murdered and also taken posses-
sion?” ’ And you shall speak to him,
saying, ‘Thus says the LORD: n“In
the place where dogs licked the

Ahab covets Naboth’s vineyard

21AND it came to pass after
these things that Naboth the

Jezreelite had a vineyard which was
in a Jezreel, next to the palace of
Ahab king of Samaria.

2So Ahab spoke to Naboth, say-
ing, “Give me your bvineyard, that I
may have it for a vegetable garden,
because it is near, next to my house;
and for it I will give you a vineyard
better than it. Or, if it seems good to
you, I will give you its worth in
money.”

3But Naboth said to Ahab, “The
LORD forbid cthat I should give the
inheritance of my fathers to you!”

4So Ahab went into his house
sullen and displeased because of the
word which Naboth the Jezreelite
had spoken to him; for he had said,
“I will not give you the inheritance
of my fathers.” And he lay down on
his bed, and turned away his face,
and would deat no food.

Jezebel’s murderous plot
5But eJezebel his wife came to

him, and said to him, “Why is your
spirit so sullen that you eat no food?”

6He said to her, “Because I spoke
to Naboth the Jezreelite, and said to
him, ‘Give me your vineyard for
money; or else, if it pleases you, I
will give you another vineyard for
it.’ And he answered, ‘I will not
give you my vineyard.’ ”

7Then Jezebel his wife said to him,
“You now exercise authority over Is-
rael! Arise, eat food, and let your
heart be cheerful; I will give you the
vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.”

8And she wrote letters in Ahab’s
name, sealed them with his seal,
and sent the letters to the elders
and the nobles who were dwelling
in the city with Naboth.

9She wrote in the letters, saying,

Proclaim a fast, and seat
Naboth with high honor
among the people;

10 and seat two men, scoundrels,
before him to bear witness
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dered by Queen Jezebel in her desire to obtain the
vineyard for King Ahab.
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who tried to destroy the worship of the Lord and re-
place it with the worship of Baal.



blood of Naboth, dogs shall lick your
blood, even yours.” ’ ”

20So Ahab said to Elijah, a“Have
you found me, O my enemy?” And
he answered, “I have found you, be-
cause byou have sold yourself to do
evil in the sight of the LORD:

21‘Behold, cI will bring calamity on
you. I will take away your dposterity,
and will cut off from Ahab every
male in Israel, both bond and free.

22‘I will make your house e like
the house of Jeroboam the son of
Nebat, and flike the house of Baa-
sha the son of Ahijah, because of
the provocation with which you
have provoked Me to anger, and
made Israel sin.’

23“And gconcerning Jezebel the
LORD also spoke, saying, ‘The dogs
shall eat Jezebel by the wall* of Jez-
reel.’

24h“The dogs shall eat whoever
belongs to Ahab and dies in the city,
and the birds of the air shall eat
whoever dies in the field.”

25But there was ino one like Ahab
who sold himself to do wickedness
in the sight of the LORD, because Jez-
ebel his wife stirred him up.

26And he behaved very abom-
inably in following idols, according
to all that the jAmorites had done,
whom the LORD had cast out before
the children of Israel.

27So it was, when Ahab heard
those words, that he tore his clothes
and put ksackcloth on his body, and
fasted and lay in sackcloth, and
went about mourning.

28And the word of the LORD came
to Elijah the Tishbite, saying,

29“See how Ahab has lhumbled
himself before Me? Because he has
humbled himself before Me, I will
not bring the calamity in his days.
mIn the days of his son I will bring
the calamity on his house.”

Ahab’s third Syrian campaign;
Jehoshaphat aids him

22NOW three years passed
without war between Syria

and Israel.
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2Then it came to pass, in the

third year, that n Jehoshaphat the
king of Judah went down to visit the
king of Israel.

3And the king of Israel said to his
servants, “Do you know that oRa-
moth in Gilead is ours, but we hesi-
tate to take it out of the hand of the
king of Syria?”

4So he said to Jehoshaphat, “Will
you go with me to fight at Ramoth
Gilead?” Jehoshaphat said to the
king of Israel, p“I am as you are, my
people as your people, my horses as
your horses.”

Ahab’s lying prophets promise
victory (2 Chr. 18:4–5,9–11)

5Also Jehoshaphat said to the king
of Israel, “Please q inquire for the
word of the LORD today.”

6Then the king of Israel gathered
the rprophets together, about four
hundred men, and said to them,
“Shall I go against Ramoth Gilead to
fight, or shall I refrain?” So they
said, “Go up, for the Lord will deliv-
er it into the hand of the king.”

7And Jehoshaphat said, “Is there
not still a prophet of the LORD here,
that we may inquire of Him?”*

8So the king of Israel said to Je-
hoshaphat, “There is still one man,
Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom
we may inquire of the LORD; but I
hate him, because he does not
prophesy good concerning me, but
evil.” And Jehoshaphat said, “Let
not the king say such things!”

9Then the king of Israel called an
officer and said, “Bring Micaiah the
son of Imlah quickly!”

10The king of Israel and Jehosha-
phat the king of Judah, having put on
their robes, sat each on his throne, at
a threshing floor at the entrance of
the gate of Samaria; and all the
prophets prophesied before them.

11Now Zedekiah the son of
Chenaanah had made shorns of iron
*21:23 Following Masoretic Text and Septuagint;
some Hebrew manuscripts, Syriac, Targum, and
Vulgate read plot of ground (compare 2 Kings 9:36).
*22:7 Or him

Jezreel: God scatters. The city in which Ahab built a
palace. He and his family were killed here and Jeze-
bel fell from the palace window.

Jehoshaphat: whom Jehovah judges. A devoted king
of Judah who made the mistake of making an alliance
with Ahab, king of Israel.



way?’ So he said, ‘I will go out and
be a lying spirit in the mouth of all
his prophets.’ And the LORD said,
g‘You shall persuade him, and also
prevail. Go out and do so.’

23“Therefore look! The LORD has
put a lying spirit in the mouth of all
these prophets of yours, and the
LORD has declared disaster against
you.”

24Now Zedekiah the son of
Chenaanah went near and hstruck
Micaiah on the cheek, and said,
i“Which way did the spirit from the
LORD go from me to speak to you?”

25And Micaiah said, “Indeed, you
shall see on that day when you go
into an jinner chamber to hide!”

26So the king of Israel said, “Take
Micaiah, and return him to Amon
the governor of the city and to Joash
the king’s son;

27“and say, ‘Thus says the king:
“Put this fellow in kprison, and feed
him with bread of affliction and wa-
ter of affliction, until I come in
peace.” ’ ”

28But Micaiah said, “If you ever
return in peace, lthe LORD has not
spoken by me.” And he said, “Take
heed, all you people!”

Defeat and death of Ahab
(2 Chr. 18:28–34)

29So the king of Israel and Jehosh-
aphat the king of Judah went up to
Ramoth Gilead.

30And the king of Israel said to Je-
hoshaphat, “I will mdisguise myself
and go into battle; but you put on
your robes.” So the king of Israel
disguised himself and went into bat-
tle.

31Now the nking of Syria had
commanded the thirty-two ocap-
tains of his chariots, saying, “Fight
with no one small or great, pbut
only with the king of Israel.”

32So it was, when the captains of
the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, that
they said, “Surely it is the king of
Israel!” Therefore they turned aside
to fight against him, and Jehosha-
phat cried out.

33And it happened, when the cap-
tains of the chariots saw that it was

for himself; and he said, “Thus says
the LORD: ‘With these you shall
agore the Syrians until they are de-
stroyed.’ ”

12And all the prophets prophesied
so, saying, “Go up to Ramoth Gilead
and prosper, for the LORD will deliv-
er it into the king’s hand.”

Micaiah prophesies defeat
(2 Chr. 18:6–8,12–27)

13Then the bmessenger who had
gone to call Micaiah spoke to him,
saying, “Now listen, the words of
the prophets with one accord en-
courage the king. Please, let your
word be like the word of one of
them, and speak encouragement.”

14And Micaiah said, “As the LORD
lives, whatever the LORD says to me,
that I will cspeak.”

15Then he came to the king; and
the king said to him, “Micaiah, shall
we go to war against Ramoth Gile-
ad, or shall we refrain?” And he an-
swered him, “Go and prosper, for
the LORD will deliver it into the
hand of the king!”

16So the king said to him, “How
many times shall I make you swear
that you tell me nothing but the
truth in the name of the LORD?”

17Then he said, “I saw all Israel
scattered on the mountains, as
sheep that have no shepherd. And
the LORD said, ‘These have no mas-
ter. Let each return to his house in
peace.’ ”

18And the king of Israel said to Je-
hoshaphat, “Did I not tell you he
would not prophesy good concern-
ing me, but evil?”

19Then Micaiah said, d“Therefore
hear the word of the LORD: eI saw
the LORD sitting on His throne, fand
all the host of heaven standing by,
on His right hand and on His left.

20“And the LORD said, ‘Who will
persuade Ahab to go up, that he
may fall at Ramoth Gilead?’ So one
spoke in this manner, and another
spoke in that manner.

21“Then a spirit came forward
and stood before the LORD, and said,
‘I will persuade him.’

22“The LORD said to him, ‘In what
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22:20 persuade. Literally entice.



not the king of Israel, that they
turned back from pursuing him.

34Now a certain man drew a bow
at random, and struck the king of Is-
rael between the joints of his armor.
So he said to the driver of his chari-
ot, “Turn around and take me out of
the battle, for I am wounded.”

35The battle increased that day;
and the king was propped up in his
chariot, facing the Syrians, and died
at evening. The blood ran out from
the wound onto the floor of the
chariot.

36Then, as the sun was going
down, a shout went throughout the
army, saying, “Every man to his city,
and every man to his own country!”

37So the king died, and was
brought to Samaria. And they
buried the king in Samaria.

38Then someone washed the
chariot at a pool in Samaria, and
the dogs licked up his blood while
the harlots bathed,* according
ato the word of the LORD which He
had spoken.

39Now the rest of the acts of
Ahab, and all that he did, the ivory
house which he built and all the cit-
ies that he built, are they not writ-
ten in the book of the chronicles of
the kings of Israel?

VI. The Reigns of Jehoshaphat and
Ahaziah, 22:40–53

Ahaziah succeeds Ahab as king of Israel
40So Ahab rested with his fathers.

Then bAhaziah his son reigned in
his place.

Summary of Jehoshaphat’s reign
over Judah (2 Chr. 17:19–20)

41cJehoshaphat the son of Asa had
become king over Judah in the
fourth year of Ahab king of Israel.

42Jehoshaphat was thirty-five
years old when he became king,
and he reigned twenty-five years in
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was
Azubah the daughter of Shilhi.

43And he dwalked in all the ways
of his father Asa. He did not turn
aside from them, doing what was
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right in the eyes of the LORD. Never-
theless the ehigh places were not
taken away, for the people offered
sacrifices and burned incense on
the high places.

44Also fJehoshaphat made gpeace
with the king of Israel.

45Now the rest of the acts of Je-
hoshaphat, the might that he
showed, and how he made war, are
they not written hin the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Judah?

46And the rest of the iperverted
persons,* who remained in the days
of his father Asa, he banished from
the land.

47There was then no king in
Edom, only a deputy of the king.

48Jehoshaphat made jmerchant
ships* to go to kOphir for gold; but
they never sailed, for the ships were
wrecked at lEzion Geber.

49Then Ahaziah the son of Ahab
said to Jehoshaphat, “Let my ser-
vants go with your servants in the
ships.” But Jehoshaphat would not.

Jehoram succeeds Jehoshaphat
(2 Chr. 21:1)

50And mJehoshaphat rested with
his fathers, and was buried with his
fathers in the City of David his fa-
ther. Then Jehoram his son reigned
in his place.

Ahaziah, Ahab’s wicked son, reigns
over Israel

51nAhaziah the son of Ahab be-
came king over Israel in Samaria in
the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat
king of Judah, and reigned two
years over Israel.

52He did evil in the sight of the
LORD, and owalked in the way of his
father and in the way of his mother
and in the way of Jeroboam the son
of Nebat, who had made Israel sin;

53for phe served Baal and wor-
shiped him, and provoked the LORD
God of Israel to anger, qaccording to
all that his father had done.
*22:38 Syriac and Targum read they washed his
armor. *22:46 Hebrew qadesh, that is, one
practicing sodomy and prostitution in religious rituals
*22:48 Or ships of Tarshish

22:41 become king. 870 B.C.
22:51 became king. 853 B.C.

Ahaziah: whom Jehovah upholds. Son of Ahab. A
wicked king of Israel who continued worshiping Baal.
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I. The Last Ministry and Translation
of Elijah, 1:1—2:11

Rebellion of Moab: illness of
Ahaziah, king of Israel

1 aMOAB rebelled against Israel
after the death of Ahab.

2Now bAhaziah fell through the
lattice of his upper room in Samaria,
and was injured; so he sent messen-
gers and said to them, “Go, inquire
of cBaal-Zebub, the god of dEkron,
whether I shall recover from this
einjury.”

3But the fangel of the LORD said
to Elijah the Tishbite, “Arise, go up
to meet the messengers of the king
of Samaria, and say to them, ‘Is it
because there is no God in Israel
that you are going to inquire of Baal-
Zebub, the god of Ekron?’

4“Now therefore, thus says the
LORD: ‘You shall not come down
from the bed to which you have
gone up, but you shall surely die.’ ”
So Elijah departed.

God protects Elijah
5And when the messengers re-

turned to him, he said to them,
“Why have you come back?”

6So they said to him, “A man
came up to meet us, and said to us,
‘Go, return to the king who sent
you, and say to him, “Thus says the
LORD: ‘Is it because there is no God
in Israel that you are sending to in-
quire of Baal-Zebub, the god of Ek-
ron? Therefore you shall not come
down from the bed to which you
have gone up, but you shall surely
die.’ ” ’ ”

7Then he said to them, “What
kind of man was it who came up to
meet you and told you these words?”

8So they answered him, g“A hairy
man wearing a leather belt around
his waist.” And he said, h“It is Eli-
jah the Tishbite.”

9Then the king sent to him a cap-
tain of fifty with his fifty men. So he
went up to him; and there he was,
sitting on the top of a hill. And he
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spoke to him: “Man of God, the
king has said, ‘Come down!’ ”

10So Elijah answered and said to
the captain of fifty, “If I am a man of
God, then ilet fire come down from
heaven and consume you and your
fifty men.” And fire came down
from heaven and jconsumed him
and his fifty.

11Then he sent to him another
captain of fifty with his fifty men.
And he answered and said to him:
“Man of God, thus has the king
said, ‘Come down quickly!’ ”

12So Elijah answered and said to
them, “If I am a man of God, let fire
come down from heaven and con-
sume you and your fifty men.” And
the fire of God came down from
heaven and consumed him and his
fifty.

Jehoram becomes king of Israel
13Again, he sent a third captain of

fifty with his fifty men. And the
third captain of fifty went up, and
came and fell on his knees before
Elijah, and pleaded with him, and
said to him: “Man of God, please let
my life and the life of these fifty ser-
vants of yours be kprecious in your
sight.

14“Look, fire has come down
from heaven and burned up the first
two captains of fifties with their fif-
ties. But let my life now be precious
in your sight.”

15And the langel of the LORD said
to Elijah, “Go down with him; do
not be afraid of him.” So he arose
and went down with him to the
king.

16Then he said to him, “Thus says
the LORD: ‘Because you have sent
messengers to inquire of Baal-Ze-
bub, the god of Ekron, is it because
there is no God in Israel to inquire
of His word? Therefore you shall
not come down from the bed to
which you have gone up, but you
shall surely die.’ ”

17So Ahaziah died according to
the word of the LORD which Elijah
had spoken. Because he had no son,

Baal-Zebub: lord of flies. False god of the city of Ekron
in Philistia. Ahaziah was rebuked by Elijah for con-
sulting this god.

Elijah: my God is Jehovah. The Tishbite who was a
great prophet of the Lord. He performed miracles and
was taken to heaven in a chariot of fire.



9And so it was, when they had
crossed over, that Elijah said to Eli-
sha, “Ask! What may I do for you,
before I am taken away from you?”
Elisha said, “Please let a ldouble
portion of your spirit be upon me.”

10So he said, “You have asked a
mhard thing. Nevertheless, if you
see me when I am taken from you,
it shall be so for you; but if not, it
shall not be so.”

11Then it happened, as they con-
tinued on and talked, that suddenly
a nchariot of fire appeared with
horses of fire, and separated the two
of them; and Elijah owent up by a
whirlwind into heaven.

II. The Ministry of Elisha, 2:12—8:15

Elisha receives double portion
of Elijah’s spirit (v. 9)

12And Elisha saw it, and he cried
out, “My father, my father, the char-
iot of Israel and pits horsemen!” So
he saw him no more. And he took
hold of his own clothes and tore
them into two pieces.

13He also took up the mantle of
Elijah that had fallen from him, and
went back and stood by the bank of
the Jordan.

14Then he took the mantle of Eli-
jah that had fallen from him, and
struck the water, and said, “Where
is the LORD God of Elijah?” And
when he also had struck the water,
it was divided this way and that;
and Elisha crossed over.

Elisha succeeds Elijah
15Now when the sons of the

prophets who were from Jericho
saw him, they said, “The spirit of
Elijah rests on Elisha.” And they
came to meet him, and bowed to
the ground before him.

16Then they said to him, “Look
now, there are fifty strong men with
your servants. Please let them go
and search for your master, lest per-
haps the qSpirit of the LORD rhas tak-
en him up and cast him upon some

Jehoram became king in his place,
in the second year of aJehoram the
son of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah.

18Now the rest of the acts of Aha-
ziah which he did, are they not
written in the book of the chroni-
cles of the kings of Israel?

The LORD takes Elijah into heaven
by a whirlwind

2AND it came to pass, when the
LORD was about to btake up Eli-

jah into heaven by a whirlwind, that
Elijah went with cElisha from Gilgal.

2Then Elijah said to Elisha, d“Stay
here, please, for the LORD has sent
me on to Bethel.” But Elisha said,
“As the LORD lives, and eas your
soul lives, I will not leave fyou!” So
they went down to Bethel.

3Now the gsons of the prophets
who were at Bethel came out to Eli-
sha, and said to him, “Do you know
that the LORD will take away your
master from over you today?” And
he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent!”

4Then Elijah said to him, “Elisha,
stay here, please, for the LORD has
sent me on to Jericho.” But he said,
“As the LORD lives, and as your soul
lives, I will not leave you!” So they
came to Jericho.

5Now the sons of the prophets
who were at Jericho came to Elisha
and said to him, “Do you know that
the LORD will take away your master
from over you today?” So he an-
swered, “Yes, I know; keep silent!”

6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay
here, please, for the LORD has sent
me on to the Jordan.” But he said,
“As the LORD lives, and as your soul
lives, I will not leave you!” So the
two of them went on.

7And fifty men of the sons of the
prophets went and stood facing
them at a distance, while the two of
them stood by the Jordan.

8Now Elijah took his hmantle,
rolled it up, and istruck the water;
and it was jdivided this way and
that, so that the two of them
crossed over on dry kground.
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1:17 Jehoram. Or Joram, the son of Ahab. 2 Kin. 8:16;
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Bethel: of God. A city in central Palestine where God
renewed His covenant with Jacob. Jacob built an altar
there to mark the place where he spoke with God.



mountain or into some valley.” And
he said, “You shall not send any-
one.”

17But when they urged him till he
was aashamed, he said, “Send
them!” Therefore they sent fifty
men, and they searched for three
days but did not find him.

18And when they came back to
him, for he had stayed in Jericho, he
said to them, “Did I not say to you,
‘Do not go’?”

19Then the men of the city said to
Elisha, “Please notice, the situation
of this city is pleasant, as my lord
sees; but the water is bad, and the
ground barren.”

20And he said, “Bring me a new
bowl, and put salt in it.” So they
brought it to him.

21Then he went out to the source
of the water, and bcast in the salt
there, and said, “Thus says the
LORD: ‘I have healed this water;
from it there shall be no more death
or barrenness.’ ”

22cSo the water remains dhealed
to this day, according to the word of
Elisha which he spoke.

Irreverence judged
23Then he went up from there to

Bethel; and as he was going up the
road, some youths came from the
city and mocked him, and said to
him, “Go up, you baldhead! Go up,
you baldhead!”

24So he turned around and looked
at them, and epronounced a curse
on them in the name of the LORD.
And two female bears came out of
the woods and mauled forty-two of
the youths.

25Then he went from there to
fMount Carmel, and from there he
returned to Samaria.
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Jehoram’s reign over Israel

3NOW gJehoram the son of Ahab
became king over Israel at

Samaria in the eighteenth year of Je-
hoshaphat king of Judah, and
reigned twelve years.

2And he did evil in the sight of
the LORD, but not like his father and
mother; for he put away the sacred
pillar of Baal h that his father had
made.

3Nevertheless he persisted in the
isins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat,
who had made Israel sin; he did not
depart from them.

4Now Mesha king of Moab was a
sheepbreeder, and he regularly jpaid
the king of Israel one hundred thou-
sand lambs and the wool of one
hundred thousand rams.

5But it happened, when Ahab
died, that the king of Moab rebelled
against the king of Israel.

6So King Jehoram went out of
Samaria at that time and mustered
all Israel.

7Then he went and sent to Je-
hoshaphat king of Judah, saying,
“The king of Moab has rebelled
against me. Will you go with me to
fight against Moab?” And he said, “I
will go up; kI am as you are, my peo-
ple as your people, my horses as
your horses.”

8Then he said, “Which way shall
we go up?” And he answered, “By
way of the Wilderness of Edom.”

Elisha reproves Jehoram
9So the king of Israel went with

the king of Judah and the lking of
Edom, and they marched on that
roundabout route seven days; and
there was no water for the army, nor
for the animals that followed them.

10And the king of Israel said,
“Alas! For the LORD has called these

2:24 youths. The word na’ar (“youth”) specifies no def-
inite age. It is used of Joseph at seventeen (Gen. 37:2), and
of Benjamin (Gen. 43:8) and Absalom (2 Sam. 18:5). The
word bq’ (translated “mauled”) indicates the infliction of
serious wounds but does not mean kill or destroy. The
gravity of the offense is seen from these factors: (1) the
young men mocked the features of Elisha, the man of God;
(2) by saying, “Go up, you baldhead!” they were scoffing at
Elijah’s translation (v. 11), the offense in itself implying that
the offenders were above the age of childhood; and (3) in

ridiculing the man of God, they were guilty of blaspheming
the God he represented.

3:1 became king. 852 B.C.

Mount Carmel: park. The mountain where Elijah con-
fronted the prophets of Baal.

Jehoram: Jehovah is high. The son of Ahab who be-
came king of Judah. He followed the evil ways of his
father.



by way of Edom, and the land was
filled with water.

21And when all the Moabites
heard that the kings had come up to
fight against them, all who were able
to bear arms and older were gath-
ered; and they stood at the border.

22Then they rose up early in the
morning, and the sun was shining
on the water; and the Moabites saw
the water on the other side as red
as blood.

23And they said, “This is blood;
the kings have surely struck swords
and have killed one another; now
therefore, Moab, to the spoil!”

24So when they came to the camp
of Israel, Israel rose up and attacked
the Moabites, so that they fled be-
fore them; and they entered their
land, killing the Moabites.

25Then they destroyed the cities,
and each man threw a stone on
every good piece of land and filled it;
and they stopped up all the springs
of water and cut down all the good
trees. But they left the stones of Kir
Haraseth intact. However the
slingers surrounded and attacked it.

26And when the king of Moab
saw that the battle was too fierce for
him, he took with him seven hun-
dred men who drew swords, to
break through to the king of Edom,
but they could not.

27Then he took his eldest son
who would have reigned in his
place, and noffered him as a burnt
offering upon the wall; and there
was great indignation against Israel.
So they departed from him and re-
turned to their own land.

Increase of widow’s oil

4A CERTAIN woman of the wives
of the osons of the prophets

cried out to Elisha, saying, “Your ser-
vant my husband is dead, and you
know that your servant feared the
LORD. And the creditor is coming to
ptake my two sons to be his slaves.”

2So Elisha said to her, “What shall
I do for you? Tell me, what do you
have in the house?” And she said,

three kings together to deliver them
into the hand of Moab.”

11But aJehoshaphat said, “Is there
no prophet of the LORD here, that we
may inquire of the LORD by him?” So
one of the servants of the king of Is-
rael answered and said, “Elisha the
son of Shaphat is here, who bpoured
water on the hands of Elijah.”

12And Jehoshaphat said, “The
word of the LORD is with him.” So
the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat
and the king of Edom cwent down
to him.

13Then Elisha said to the king of
Israel, “What have I to do with
dyou? eGo to the fprophets of your
father and the gprophets of your
mother.” But the king of Israel said
to him, “No, for the LORD has called
these three kings together to deliver
them into the hand of Moab.”

14And Elisha said, h“As the LORD
of hosts lives, before whom I stand,
surely were it not that I regard the
presence of Jehoshaphat king of Ju-
dah, I would not look at you, nor
see you.

15“But now bring me a imusi-
cian.” Then it happened, when the
musician jplayed, that the khand of
the LORD came upon him.

Moab defeated
16And he said, “Thus says the

LORD: ‘Make this valley full of
ditches.’

17“For thus says the LORD: ‘You
shall not see wind, nor shall you see
rain; yet that valley shall be filled
with water, so that you, your cattle,
and your animals may drink.’

18“And this is a simple matter in
the sight of the LORD; He will also
deliver the Moabites into your hand.

19“Also you shall attack every for-
tified city and every choice city, and
shall lcut down every good tree, and
stop up every spring of water, and
ruin every good piece of land with
stones.”

20Now it happened in the morn-
ing, when the grain offering was of-
fered, that suddenly mwater came
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3:13 What have I to do with you. That is, What do we
have in common?

4:1 feared the LORD. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT

expression meaning reverential trust, including the hatred
of evil.



“Your maidservant has nothing in
the house but a jar of oil.”

3Then he said, “Go, borrow ves-
sels from everywhere, from all your
neighbors—empty vessels; do not
gather just a few.

4“And when you have come in,
you shall shut the door behind you
and your sons; then apour it into all
those vessels, and set aside the full
ones.”

5So she went from him and shut
the door behind her and her sons,
who brought the vessels to her; and
she poured it out.

6Now it came to pass, when the
vessels were full, that she said to
her son, “Bring me another vessel.”
And he said to her, “There is not an-
other vessel.” bSo the oil ceased.

7Then she came and told the man
of God. And he said, “Go, sell the
oil and pay your debt; and you and
your sons live on the rest.”

Shunammite rewarded
8Now it happened one day that

Elisha went to cShunem, where
there was a notable woman, and
she persuaded him to eat some
food. So it was, as often as he
passed by, he would turn in there to
eat some food.

9And she said to her husband,
“Look now, I know that this is a
holy man of God, who passes by us
regularly.

10“Please, let us make a small up-
per room on the wall; and let us put
a bed for him there, and a table and
a chair and a lampstand; so it will
be, whenever he comes to us, he
can turn in there.”

11And it happened one day that
he came there, and he turned in to
the upper room and lay down there.

12Then he said to dGehazi his ser-
vant, “Call this Shunammite wom-
an.” When he had called her, she
stood before him.

13And he said to him, “Say now
to her, ‘Look, you have been con-
cerned for us with all this care.
What can I do for you? Do you want
me to speak on your behalf to the
king or to the commander of the
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army?’ ” She answered, “I dwell
among my own people.”

14So he said, “What then is to be
done for her?” And Gehazi an-
swered, “Actually, she has no son,
and her husband is old.”

15So he said, “Call her.” When he
had called her, she stood in the
doorway.

16Then he said, “About this time
next year you shall embrace a son.”
And she said, “No, my lord. Man of
God, edo not lie to your maidser-
vant!”

17But the woman conceived, and
bore a son when the appointed time
had come, of which Elisha had told
her.

Shunammite’s son raised
18And the child grew. Now it hap-

pened one day that he went out to
his father, to the reapers.

19And he said to his father, “My
head, my head!” So he said to a ser-
vant, “Carry him to his mother.”

20When he had taken him and
brought him to his mother, he sat on
her knees till noon, and then died.

21And she went up and laid him
on the bed of the man of God, shut
the door upon him, and went out.

22Then she called to her husband,
and said, “Please send me one of
the young men and one of the don-
keys, that I may run to the man of
God and come back.”

23So he said, “Why are you going
to him today? It is neither the fNew
Moon nor the Sabbath.” And she
said, “It is well.”

24Then she saddled a donkey, and
said to her servant, “Drive, and go
forward; do not slacken the pace for
me unless I tell you.”

25And so she departed, and went
to the man of God at Mount gCarmel.

So it was, when the man of God
saw her afar off, that he said to his
servant Gehazi, “Look, the Shunam-
mite woman!

26“Please run now to meet her,
and say to her, ‘Is it well with you?
Is it well with your husband? Is it
well with the child?’ ” And she an-
swered, “It is well.”

4:23 It is well. Literally Peace.



door behind the two of them, and
prayed to the LORD.

34And he went up and lay on the
child, and put his mouth on his
mouth, his eyes on his eyes, and his
hands on his hands; and he stretched
himself out on the child, and the
flesh of the child became warm.

35He returned and walked back
and forth in the house, and again
went up and stretched himself out
on him; then the child sneezed sev-
en times, and the child hopened his
eyes.

36And he called Gehazi and said,
“Call this Shunammite woman.” So
he called her. And when she came in
to him, he said, “Pick up your son.”

37So she went in, fell at his feet,
and bowed to the ground; then she
ipicked up her son and went out.

Two further miracles
38And Elisha returned to jGilgal,

and there was a kfamine in the land.
Now the sons of the prophets were
sitting before him; and he said to
his servant, “Put on the large pot,
and boil stew for the sons of the
prophets.”

39So one went out into the field
to gather herbs, and found a wild

27Now when she came to the
man of God at the hill, she caught
him by the feet, but Gehazi came
near to push her away. But the man
of God said, “Let her alone; for her
soul is in deep adistress, and the
LORD has hidden it from me, and
has not told me.”

28So she said, “Did I ask a son of
my lord? bDid I not say, ‘Do not de-
ceive me’?”

29Then he said to Gehazi, c“Get
yourself ready, and take my staff in
your hand, and be on your way. If
you meet anyone, ddo not greet
him; and if anyone greets you, do
not answer him; but lay my staff on
the face of the child.”

30And the mother of the child
said, e“As the LORD lives, and as
your soul lives, I will not f leave
you.” So he arose and followed her.

31Now Gehazi went on ahead of
them, and laid the staff on the face of
the child; but there was neither voice
nor hearing. Therefore he went back
to meet him, and told him, saying,
“The child has not awakened.”

32When Elisha came into the
house, there was the child, lying
dead on his bed.

33He went in therefore, gshut the
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4:16 BIRTHS DIVINELY ANNOUNCED

Reference Mother Child Announcement
Genesis 16:11 Hagar Ishmael The angel of the LORD announces: “Behold you are

with child, and you shall bear a son.”
Genesis 17:19 Sarah Isaac God said: “Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and

you shall call his name Isaac.”
Judges 13:5 Wife of Manoah Samson The angel of the LORD announces: “Behold, you shall

conceive and bear a son.”
Luke 1:13 Elizabeth John the Baptist The angel of the Lord appeared to Zacharias and said,

“Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son . . . .”
Luke 1:31 Mary Jesus The angel Gabriel said, “You will conceive in your

womb and bring forth a Son.”

Several other births are accredited to divine intervention although not given an official announcement:

Genesis 29:31 Leah Reuben When the LORD saw that Leah was unloved, He
opened her womb.

Genesis 30:22 Rachel Joseph God remembered Rachel, and God listened to her and
opened her womb.

1 Samuel 1:19–20 Hannah Samuel . . . the LORD remembered Hannah. Hannah conceived
and bore a son.

2 Kings 4:17 Shunammite woman A son . . . the woman conceived, and bore a son . . . of
which Elisha had told her.



vine, and gathered from it a lapful of
wild gourds, and came and sliced
them into the pot of stew, though
they did not know what they were.

40Then they served it to the men
to eat. Now it happened, as they
were eating the stew, that they
cried out and said, “Man of God,
there is adeath in the pot!” And
they could not eat it.

41So bhe said, “Then bring some
flour.” And bhe put it into the pot,
and said, “Serve it to the people,
that they may eat.” And there was
nothing harmful in the pot.

42Then a man came from cBaal
Shalisha, and brought the man of
God bread of the firstfruits, twenty
loaves of barley bread, and newly
ripened grain in his knapsack. And
he said, “Give it to the people, that
they may eat.”

43But his servant said, d“What?
Shall I set this before one hundred
men?” He said again, “Give it to the
people, that they may eat; for thus
says the LORD: e‘They shall eat and
have some left over.’ ”

44So he fset it before them; and
they ate and had some gleft over, ac-
cording to the word of the LORD.

Naaman, the Syrian, is healed

5NOW hNaaman, commander of
the army of the king of Syria,

was a great and honorable man in
the eyes of his master, because by
him the LORD had given victory to
Syria. He was also a mighty man of
valor, but a leper.

2And the Syrians had gone out ion
raids, and had brought back captive
a young girl from the land of Israel.
She waited on Naaman’s wife.

3Then she said to her mistress,
“If only my master were with the
prophet who is in Samaria! For he
would heal him of his leprosy.”

4And Naaman went in and told
his master, saying, “Thus and thus
said the girl who is from the land of
Israel.”

5Then the king of Syria said, “Go
now, and I will send a letter to the
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king of Israel.” So he departed and
jtook with him ten ktalents of silver,
six thousand shekels of gold, and
ten changes of clothing.

6Then he brought the letter to the
king of Israel, which said,

Now be advised, when this
letter comes to you, that I have
sent Naaman my servant to
you, that you may heal him of
his leprosy.

7And it happened, when the king
of Israel read the letter, that he tore
his clothes and said, “Am I lGod, to
kill and make alive, that this man
sends a man to me to heal him of
his leprosy? Therefore please con-
sider, and see how he seeks a quar-
rel with me.”

8So it was, when Elisha the man
of God heard that the king of Israel
had torn his clothes, that he sent to
the king, saying, “Why have you
torn your clothes? Please let him
come to me, and he shall know that
there is a prophet in Israel.”

9Then Naaman went with his
horses and chariot, and he stood at
the door of Elisha’s house.

10And Elisha sent a messenger to
him, saying, “Go and mwash in the
Jordan seven times, and your flesh
shall be restored to you, and you
shall be clean.”

11But Naaman became furious,
and went away and said, “Indeed, I
said to myself, ‘He will surely come
out to me, and stand and call on the
name of the LORD his God, and
wave his hand over the place, and
heal the leprosy.’

12“Are not the Abanah* and the
Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus,
better than all the waters of Israel?
Could I not wash in them and be
clean?” So he turned and went
away in a rage.

13And his nservants came near and
spoke to him, and said, “My father, if
the prophet had told you to do some-
thing great, would you not have done
it? How much more then, when he
says to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?”
*5:12 Following Kethib, Septuagint, and Vulgate;
Qere, Syriac, and Targum read Amanah.

4:41 harmful. Literally evil thing.

Naaman: pleasantness. A commander in the Syrian
army who had leprosy. He was told by Elisha to bathe
in the Jordan River to be cured.



two bags, with two changes of gar-
ments, and handed them to two of
his servants; and they carried them
on ahead of him.

24When he came to the citadel, he
took them from their hand, and
stored them away in the house; then
he let the men go, and they departed.

25Now he went in and stood be-
fore his master. Elisha said to him,
“Where did you go, Gehazi?” And
he said, “Your servant did not go
anywhere.”

26Then he said to him, “Did not
my heart go with you when the man
turned back from his chariot to
meet you? Is it k time to receive
money and to receive clothing, ol-
ive groves and vineyards, sheep and
oxen, male and female servants?

27“Therefore the leprosy of Naa-
man shall lcling to you and your de-
scendants forever.” And he went
out from his presence mleprous, as
white as snow.

Elisha recovers lost ax head

6AND the nsons of the prophets
said to Elisha, “See now, the

place where we dwell with you is
too small for us.

2“Please, let us go to the Jordan,
and let every man take a beam from
there, and let us make there a place
where we may dwell.” So he an-
swered, “Go.”

3Then one said, o“Please consent
to go with your servants.” And he
answered, “I will go.”

4So he went with them. And
when they came to the Jordan, they
cut down trees.

5But as one was cutting down a
tree, the iron ax head fell into the
water; and he cried out and said,
“Alas, master! For it was pborrowed.”

6So the man of God said, “Where
did it fall?” And he showed him the
place. So he cut off a stick, and
threw it in there; and he made the
iron qfloat.

7Therefore he said, “Pick it up for
yourself.” So he reached out his
hand and took it.

Elisha reveals Syria’s war plans
8Now the rking of Syria was mak-

ing war against Israel; and he con-

14So he went down and adipped
seven times in the Jordan, according
to the saying of the man of God; and
his bflesh was restored like the flesh
of a little child, and he was cclean.

Gehazi’s sin and its penalty
15And he returned to the man of

God, he and all his aides, and came
and stood before him; and he said,
“Indeed, now I know that there is
dno God in all the earth, except in
Israel; now therefore, please take a
gift from your servant.”

16But he said, e“As the LORD
lives, before whom I stand, I will re-
ceive fnothing.” And he urged him
to take it, but he refused.

17So Naaman said, “Then, if not,
please let your servant be given two
mule-loads of gearth; for your ser-
vant will no longer offer either
burnt offering or sacrifice to other
gods, but to the LORD.

18“Yet in this thing may the LORD
pardon your servant: when my mas-
ter goes into the temple of Rimmon
to worship there, and he hleans on
my hand, and I bow down in the
temple of Rimmon—when I bow
down in the temple of Rimmon,
may the LORD please pardon your
servant in this thing.”

19Then he said to him, “Go in
peace.” So he departed from him a
short distance.

20But iGehazi, the servant of Eli-
sha the man of God, said, “Look, my
master has spared Naaman this Syr-
ian, while not receiving from his
hands what he brought; but as the
LORD lives, I will run after him and
take something from him.”

21So Gehazi pursued Naaman.
When Naaman saw him running af-
ter him, he got down from the char-
iot to meet him, and said, “Is all
well?”

22And he said, “All is jwell. My
master has sent me, saying, ‘Indeed,
just now two young men of the sons
of the prophets have come to me
from the mountains of Ephraim.
Please give them a talent of silver
and two changes of garments.’ ”

23So Naaman said, “Please, take
two talents.” And he urged him,
and bound two talents of silver in
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sulted with his servants, saying,
“My camp will be in such and such
a place.”

9And the man of God sent to the
king of Israel, saying, “Beware that
you do not pass this place, for the
Syrians are coming down there.”

10Then the king of Israel sent
someone to the place of which the
man of God had told him. Thus he
warned him, and he was watchful
there, not just once or twice.

11Therefore the heart of the king
of Syria was greatly troubled by this
thing; and he called his servants
and said to them, “Will you not
show me which of us is for the king
of Israel?”

12And one of his servants said,
“None, my lord, O king; but Elisha,
the prophet who is in Israel, tells
the king of Israel the words that you
speak in your bedroom.”

13So he said, “Go and see where
he is, that I may send and get him.”
And it was told him, saying, “Surely
he is in aDothan.”

14Therefore he sent horses and
chariots and a great army there, and
they came by night and surrounded
the city.

15And when the servant of the
man of God arose early and went
out, there was an army, surrounding
the city with horses and chariots.
And his servant said to him, “Alas,
my master! What shall we do?”

16So he answered, b“Do not fear,
for cthose who are with us are more
than those who are with them.”

17And Elisha prayed, and dsaid,
“LORD, I pray, open his eyes that he
may see.” Then the LORD eopened
the eyes of the young man, and he
saw. And behold, the mountain was
full of fhorses and chariots of fire all
around Elisha.

Syrian soldiers blinded
18So when the Syrians came

down to him, Elisha prayed to the
LORD, and said, “Strike this people, I
pray, with blindness.” And He
gstruck them with blindness accord-
ing to the word of Elisha.

19Now Elisha said to them, “This
is not the way, nor is this the city.
Follow me, and I will bring you to
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the man whom you seek.” But he
led them to Samaria.

20So it was, when they had come
to Samaria, that Elisha said, “LORD,
open the eyes of these men, that
they may see.” And the LORD
opened their eyes, and they saw;
and there they were, inside Samaria!

21Now when the king of Israel saw
them, he said to Elisha, h“My father,
shall I kill them? Shall I kill them?”

22But he answered, “You shall not
kill them. Would you kill those whom
you have taken captive with your
sword and your bow? Set food and
water before them, that they may eat
and drink and go to their master.”

23Then he iprepared a great feast
for them; and after they ate and
drank, he sent them away and they
went to their master. So the bands
of Syrian raiders came no more into
the land of Israel.

Ben-Hadad besieges Samaria
24And it happened after this that

jBen-Hadad king of Syria gathered
all his army, and went up and be-
sieged Samaria.

25And there was a great kfamine
in Samaria; and indeed they be-
sieged it until a donkey’s head was
sold for eighty shekels of silver, and
one-fourth of a lkab of dove drop-
pings for five shekels of silver.

26Then, as the king of Israel was
passing by on the wall, a woman

6:23 MIRACLES OF ELISHA

Miracle Reference
Divided the Jordan River 2 Kings 2:14
Cured the waters of Jericho with salt 2 Kings 2:21–22
Destroyed the mocking children at 

Bethel 2 Kings 2:24
Supplied water to allied armies in 

Moab 2 Kings 3:16–20
Increased the widow’s oil 2 Kings 4:2–7
Brought Shunammite’s son back 

to life 2 Kings 4:32–37
Made poisoned stew edible 2 Kings 4:38–41
Fed 100 men with 20 loaves 2 Kings 4:42–44
Cured Naaman’s leprosy 2 Kings 5:10–14
Transferred leprosy to Gehazi 2 Kings 5:27
Made an iron ax head float 2 Kings 6:5–7
Blinded the Syrian army 2 Kings 6:18–20
Man resurrected by touching 

Elisha’s bones 2 Kings 13:21



ishekel, and two seahs of barley for
a shekel, at the gate of Samaria.’ ”

2So an officer on whose hand the
king j leaned answered the man of
God and said, “Look, if the LORD
would make windows in heaven,
could this thing be?” And he said,
“In fact, you shall see it with your
eyes, but you shall not eat of it.”

3Now there were four k leprous
men at the entrance of the gate; and
they said to one another, “Why are
we sitting here until we die?

4“If we say, ‘We will enter the
city,’ the famine is in the city, and
we shall die there. And if we sit
here, we die also. Now therefore,
come, let us surrender to the larmy
of the Syrians. If they keep us alive,
we shall live; and if they kill us, we
shall only die.”

5And they rose at twilight to go to
the camp of the Syrians; and when
they had come to the outskirts of
the Syrian camp, to their surprise
no one was there.

6For the Lord had caused the
army of the Syrians to mhear the
noise of chariots and the noise of
horses—the noise of a great army;
so they said to one another, “Look,
the king of Israel has hired against
us the nkings of the Hittites and the
kings of the Egyptians to attack us!”

7Therefore they arose and fled at
twilight, and left the camp intact—
their tents, their horses, and their
donkeys—and they fled for their
lives.

8And when these lepers came to
the outskirts of the camp, they went
into one tent and ate and drank, and
carried from it silver and gold and
clothing, and went and hid them;
then they came back and entered
another tent, and carried some from
there also, and went and hid it.

9Then they said to one another,
“We are not doing right. This day is
a day of good news, and we remain

cried out to him, saying, “Help, my
lord, O king!”

27And he said, “If the LORD does
not help you, where can I find help
for you? From the threshing floor or
from the winepress?”

28Then the king said to her,
“What is troubling you?” And she
answered, “This woman said to me,
‘Give your son, that we may eat him
today, and we will eat my son to-
morrow.’

29“So we aboiled my son, and ate
him. And I said to her on the next
day, ‘Give your son, that we may eat
him’; but she has hidden her son.”

30Now it happened, when the
king heard the words of the woman,
that he btore his clothes; and as he
passed by on the wall, the people
looked, and there underneath he
had sackcloth on his body.

31Then he said, c“God do so to
me and more also, if the head of Eli-
sha the son of Shaphat remains on
him today!”

32But Elisha was sitting in his
house, and the delders were sitting
with him. And the king sent a man
ahead of him, but before the mes-
senger came to him, he said to the
elders, “Do you see how this son of
a emurderer has sent someone to
take away my head? Look, when the
messenger comes, shut the door,
and hold him fast at the door. Is not
the sound of his master’s feet be-
hind him?”

33And while he was still talking
with them, there was the messen-
ger, coming down to him; and then
the king said, “Surely this calamity
is from the fLORD; gwhy should I
wait for the LORD any longer?”

Elisha promises abundant food

7THEN Elisha said, “Hear the
word of the LORD. Thus says the

LORD: ‘Tomorrow about this time a
hseah of fine flour shall be sold for a
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Samaria: guard. The capital of the northern kingdom
of Israel.

7:6 Hittites. Until the twentieth century the Hittites
were unknown apart from the Bible. This once puzzling
reference to them has, however, been illuminated by the
findings of archaeology. From Egyptian monuments (Tell

el-Amarna Tablets) and the Assyrian texts, it has been
shown that these were the Kheta or Hatti. Expeditions in
the first dozen years of this century have revealed that Bog-
haz-koi in Asia Minor (east of Ankara, Turkey) was the cap-
ital of the Hittite Empire. Periods of Hittite prominence:
about 2000–1800 B.C. and about 1400–1200 B.C.



asilent. If we wait until morning
light, some punishment will come
upon us. Now therefore, come, let
us go and tell the king’s household.”

10So they went and called to the
gatekeepers of the city, and told
them, saying, “We went to the Syri-
an camp, and surprisingly no one
was there, not a human sound—
only horses and donkeys tied, and
the tents intact.”

11And the gatekeepers called out,
and they told it to the king’s house-
hold inside.

Elisha’s promise is fulfilled
12So the king arose in the night

and said to his servants, “Let me
now tell you what the Syrians have
done to us. They know that we are
bhungry; therefore they have gone
out of the camp to chide themselves
in the field, saying, ‘When they
come out of the city, we shall catch
them alive, and get into the city.’ ”

13And one of his servants an-
swered and said, “Please, let several
men take five of the remaining
horses which are left in the city.
Look, they may either become like
all the multitude of Israel that are left
in it; or indeed, I say, they may be-
come like all the multitude of Israel
left from those who are consumed;
so let us send them and see.”

14Therefore they took two chari-
ots with horses; and the king sent
them in the direction of the Syrian
army, saying, “Go and see.”

15And they went after them to
the Jordan; and indeed all the road
was full of garments and weapons
which the Syrians had thrown away
in their haste. So the messengers re-
turned and told the king.

16Then the people went out and
plundered the tents of the Syrians.
So a seah of fine flour was sold for a
shekel, and two seahs of barley for a
shekel, daccording to the word of
the LORD.

17Now the king had appointed
the officer on whose hand he
leaned to have charge of the gate.
But the people trampled him in the
gate, and he died, just eas the man
of God had said, who spoke when
the king came down to him.
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18So it happened just as the man of

God had spoken to the king, saying,
f“Two seahs of barley for a shekel,
and a seah of fine flour for a shekel,
shall be sold tomorrow about this
time in the gate of Samaria.”

19Then that officer had answered
the man of God, and said, “Now
look, if the LORD would make win-
dows in heaven, could such a thing
be?” And he had said, “In fact, you
shall see it with your eyes, but you
shall not eat of it.”

20And so it happened to him, for
the people trampled him in the
gate, and he died.

Elisha predicts seven years of famine

8THEN Elisha spoke to the
woman gwhose son he had re-

stored to life, saying, “Arise and go,
you and your household, and stay
wherever you can; for the LORD
hhas called for a i famine, and fur-
thermore, it will come upon the
land for jseven years.”

2So the woman arose and did ac-
cording to the saying of the man of
God, and she went with her house-
hold and dwelt in the land of the
Philistines seven years.

Jehoram restores the Shunammite’s land
3It came to pass, at the end of sev-

en years, that the woman returned
from the land of the Philistines; and
she went to make an appeal to the
king for her house and for her land.

4Then the king talked with kGe-
hazi, the servant of the man of God,
saying, “Tell me, please, all the
great things Elisha has done.”

5Now it happened, as he was
telling the king how he had restored
the dead to life, that there was the
woman whose son he had restored
to life, appealing to the king for her
house and for her land. And Gehazi
said, “My lord, O king, this is the
woman, and this is her son whom
Elisha restored to life.”

6And when the king asked the
woman, she told him. So the king
appointed a certain officer for her,
saying, “Restore all that was hers,
and all the proceeds of the field
from the day that she left the land
until now.”



III. The Kings of Israel and Judah
to the Fall of Samaria, 8:16—17:41

Jehoram reigns with his father
over Judah (2 Chr. 21:5)

16Now jin the fifth year of Joram
the son of Ahab, king of Israel, Je-
hoshaphat having been king of Ju-
dah, Jehoram the son of Jehosha-
phat began to reign as king of Judah.

17He was k thirty-two years old
when he became king, and he
reigned eight years in Jerusalem.

18And he walked in the way of
the kings of Israel, just as the house
of Ahab had done, for the ldaughter
of Ahab was his wife; and he did
evil in the sight of the LORD.

19Yet the LORD would not destroy
Judah, for the sake of his servant
David, mas He promised him to give
a lamp to him and his sons forever.

Edom and Libnah revolt against
Judah (2 Chr. 21:8–10)

20In his days nEdom revolted
against Judah’s authority, and made
a king over themselves.

21So Joram* went to Zair, and all
his chariots with him. Then he rose
by night and attacked the Edomites
who had surrounded him and the
captains of the chariots; and the
troops fled to their tents.

22Thus Edom has been in revolt
against Judah’s authority to this day.
And oLibnah revolted at that time.

Ahaziah succeeds Joram
(2 Chr. 21:18—22:4)

23Now the rest of the acts of Jo-
ram, and all that he did, are they
not written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Judah?

24So Joram rested with his fathers,
and was buried with his fathers in
the City of David. Then pAhaziah
his son reigned in his place.

25qIn the twelfth year of Joram

Elisha predicts Hazael’s reign over Syria
7Then Elisha went to Damascus,

and aBen-Hadad king of Syria was
sick; and it was told him, saying,
“The man of God has come here.”

8And the king said to Hazael,
“Take a bpresent in your hand, and
go to meet the man of God, and in-
quire of the LORD by him, saying,
‘Shall I recover from this disease?’ ”

9So cHazael went to meet him
and took a present with him, of
every good thing of Damascus, forty
camel-loads; and he came and stood
before him, and said, “Your son
Ben-Hadad king of Syria has sent me
to you, saying, ‘Shall I recover from
this disease?’ ”

10And Elisha said to him, “Go,
say to him, ‘You shall certainly re-
cover.’ However the LORD has
shown me that he will really ddie.”

11Then he set his countenance in
a stare until he was eashamed; and
the man of God wept.

12And Hazael said, “Why is my lord
weeping?” He answered, “Because I
know the fevil that you will do to the
children of Israel: Their strongholds
you will set on fire, and their young
men you will kill with the sword; and
you gwill dash their children, and rip
open their women with child.”

13So Hazael said, “But what his
your servant—a dog, that he should
do this gross thing?” And Elisha an-
swered, “The LORD has shown me
that you will become king over
Syria.”

14Then he departed from Elisha,
and came to his master, who said to
him, “What did Elisha say to you?”
And he answered, “He told me you
would surely irecover.”

15But it happened on the next day
that he took a thick cloth and
dipped it in water, and spread it
over his face so that he died; and
Hazael reigned in his place.
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reign. 848 B.C. He reigned in consort with his father.

Jehoram: Jehovah is high. The son of Jehoshaphat who
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in the rough mountainous area south of Moab and
east of Arabah at the base of the Dead Sea. They had
frequent conflicts with the Israelites.



the son of Ahab, king of Israel, Aha-
ziah the son of Jehoram, king of Ju-
dah, began to reign.

26Ahaziah was atwenty-two years
old when he became king, and he
reigned one year in Jerusalem. His
mother’s name was Athaliah the
granddaughter of Omri, king of Is-
rael.

27And he walked in the way of
the house of Ahab, and did evil in
the sight of the LORD, like the house
of Ahab, for he was the son-in-law
of the house of Ahab.

Defense of Ramoth Gilead
(2 Chr. 22:5)

28Now he went with Joram the
son of Ahab to war against Hazael
king of Syria at bRamoth Gilead; and
the Syrians wounded Joram.

29Then King Joram went back to
Jezreel to recover from the wounds
which the Syrians had inflicted on
him at Ramah, when he fought
against Hazael king of Syria. And
cAhaziah the son of Jehoram, king
of Judah, went down to see Joram
the son of Ahab in Jezreel, because
he was sick.

Jehu anointed king over Israel

9AND Elisha the prophet called
done of the sons of the prophets,

and said to him, e“Get yourself
ready, take this fflask of oil in your
hand, and go to gRamoth Gilead.

2“Now when you arrive at that
place, look there for Jehu the son of
Jehoshaphat, the son of Nimshi, and
go in and make him rise up from
among his associates, and take him
to an inner room.

3“Then take the flask of oil, and
pour it on his head, and say, ‘Thus
says the LORD: “I have anointed you
king over Israel.” ’ Then open the
door and flee, and do not delay.”

4So the young man, the servant of
the prophet, went to Ramoth Gilead.

5And when he arrived, there
were the captains of the army sit-
ting; and he said, “I have a message
for you, Commander.” Jehu said,
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“For which one of us?” And he said,
“For you, Commander.”

6Then he arose and went into the
house. And he poured the oil on his
head, and said to him, h“Thus says
the LORD God of Israel: ‘I have
anointed you king over the people
of the LORD, over Israel.

7‘You shall strike down the house
of Ahab your master, that I may
iavenge the blood of My servants
the prophets, and the blood of all
the servants of the LORD, jat the
hand of Jezebel.

8‘For the whole house of Ahab
shall perish; and kI will cut off from
Ahab all the males in Israel, both
bond and free.

9‘So I will make the house of
Ahab like the house of l Jeroboam
the son of Nebat, and like the house
of mBaasha the son of Ahijah.

10n‘The dogs shall eat Jezebel on
the plot of ground at Jezreel, and
there shall be none to bury her.’ ”
And he opened the door and fled.

11Then Jehu came out to the ser-
vants of his master, and one said to
him, “Is all well? Why did this mad-
man come to you?” And he said to
them, “You know the man and his
babble.”

12And they said, “A lie! Tell us
now.” So he said, “Thus and thus he
spoke to me, saying, ‘Thus says the
LORD: “I have anointed you king
over Israel.” ’ ”

13Then each man hastened to take
his garment and oput it under him on
the top of the steps; and they blew
trumpets, saying, “Jehu is king!”

Jehu executes Joram (Jehoram)
14So Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat,

the son of Nimshi, conspired against
Joram. (Now pJoram had been de-
fending Ramoth Gilead, he and all
Israel, against Hazael king of Syria.

15But King Joram had returned to
Jezreel to qrecover from the wounds
which the Syrians had inflicted on
him when he fought with Hazael
king of Syria.) And Jehu said, “If you
are so minded, let no one leave or
escape from the city to go and tell it
in Jezreel.”

8:25 began to reign. 841 B.C.

Jehu: Jehovah is he. The son of Jehoshaphat who be-
came king of Israel. He violently introduced religious
reform.



26‘Surely I saw yesterday the
blood of Naboth and the blood of his
sons,’ says the LORD, i‘and I will re-
pay you in this plot,’ says the LORD.
Now therefore, take and throw him
on the plot of ground, according to
the word of the LORD.”

Jehu executes Ahaziah (2 Chr. 22:7,9)
27But when Ahaziah king of Judah

saw this, he fled by the road to Beth
Haggan.* So Jehu pursued him, and
said, “Shoot him also in the chari-
ot.” And they shot him at the Ascent
of Gur, which is by Ibleam. Then he
fled to jMegiddo, and died there.

28And his servants carried him in
the chariot to Jerusalem, and
kburied him in his tomb with his fa-
thers in the City of David.

29 lIn the eleventh year of Joram
the son of Ahab, Ahaziah had be-
come king over Judah.

Jehu executes Jezebel
30Now when Jehu had come to

Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she
put mpaint on her eyes and adorned
her head, and looked through a win-
dow.

31Then, as Jehu entered at the
gate, she said, “Is it peace, Zimri,
nmurderer of your master?”

32And he looked up at the win-
dow, and said, “Who is on my side?
Who?” So two or three eunuchs
looked out at him.

33Then he said, “Throw her
down.” So they threw her down,
and some of her blood spattered on
the wall and on the horses; and he
trampled her underfoot.

34And when he had gone in, he
ate and drank. Then he said, “Go
now, see to this accursed woman,
and bury her, for oshe was a king’s
daughter.”

35So they went to bury her, but
they found no more of her than the
skull and the feet and the palms of
her hands.

36Therefore they came back and
told him. And he said, “This is the
word of the LORD, which He spoke by
His servant Elijah the Tishbite, say-
ing, p‘On the plot of ground at Jezre-
el dogs shall eat the flesh of Jezebel;

16So Jehu rode in a chariot and
went to Jezreel, for Joram was laid
up there; and Ahaziah king of Judah
had come down to see Joram.

17Now a watchman stood on the
tower in Jezreel, and he saw the
company of Jehu as he came, and
said, “I see a company of men.”
And Joram said, “Get a horseman
and send him to meet them, and let
him say, ‘Is it peace?’ ”

18So the horseman went to meet
him, and said, “Thus says the king:
‘Is it peace?’ ” And Jehu said,
“What have you to do with peace?
Turn around and follow me.” So the
watchman reported, saying, “The
messenger went to them, but is not
coming back.”

19Then he sent out a second
horseman who came to them, and
said, “Thus says the king: ‘Is it
peace?’ ” And Jehu answered,
“What have you to do with peace?
Turn around and follow me.”

20So the watchman reported, say-
ing, “He went up to them and is not
coming back; and the driving is
alike the driving of Jehu the son of
Nimshi, for he drives furiously!”

21Then Joram said, “Make ready.”
And his chariot was made ready.
Then bJoram king of Israel and Aha-
ziah king of Judah went out, each in
his chariot; and they went out to
meet Jehu, and met him con the
property of Naboth the Jezreelite.

22Now it happened, when Joram
saw Jehu, that he said, “Is it peace,
Jehu?” So he answered, “What
peace, as long as the dharlotries of
your mother Jezebel and her witch-
craft are so many?”

23Then Joram turned around and
fled, and said to Ahaziah, e“Treach-
ery, Ahaziah!”

24Now Jehu drew his bow with
full strength and fshot Jehoram be-
tween his arms; and the arrow
came out at his heart, and he sank
down in his chariot.

25Then Jehu said to Bidkar his
captain, “Pick him up, and throw
him into the tract of the field of Na-
both the Jezreelite; for remember,
when you and I were riding togeth-
er behind Ahab his father, that the
gLORD laid this hburden upon him:
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37‘and the corpse of Jezebel shall
be aas brefuse on the surface of the
field, in the plot at Jezreel, so that
they shall not say, “Here lies Jeze-
bel.” ’ ”

Judgment on the house of Ahab

10NOW Ahab had cseventy
sons in Samaria. And Jehu

wrote and sent letters to Samaria, to
the rulers of Jezreel,* to the elders,
and to those who reared Ahab’s
sons, saying:

2 Now as soon as this letter
comes to you, since your
master’s sons are with you, and
you have chariots and horses, a
fortified city also, and
weapons,

3 choose the best qualified of
your master’s sons, set him on
his father’s throne, and fight
for your master’s house.

4But they were exceedingly
afraid, and said, “Look, dtwo kings
could not stand up to him; how
then can we stand?”

5And he who was in charge of the
house, and he who was in charge of
the city, the elders also, and those
who reared the sons, sent to Jehu,
saying, “We are your servants, we
will do all you tell us; but we will
not make anyone king. Do what is
good in your sight.”

6Then he wrote a second letter to
them, saying:

If you are for me and will obey
my voice, take the heads of the
men, your master’s sons, and
come to me at Jezreel by this
time tomorrow.

Now the king’s sons, seventy per-
sons, were with the great men of
the city, who were rearing them.

7So it was, when the letter came
to them, that they took the king’s
sons and eslaughtered seventy per-
sons, put their heads in baskets and
sent them to him at Jezreel.

8Then a messenger came and told
him, saying, “They have brought the
heads of the king’s sons.” And he
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said, “Lay them in two heaps at the
entrance of the gate until morning.”

9So it was, in the morning, that
he went out and stood, and said to
all the people, “You are righteous.
Indeed fI conspired against my mas-
ter and killed him; but who killed
all these?

10“Know now that gnothing shall
fall to the earth of the word of the
LORD which the LORD spoke con-
cerning the house of Ahab; for the
LORD has done what He hspoke by
His servant Elijah.”

11So Jehu killed all who remained
of the house of Ahab in Jezreel, and
all his great men and his close ac-
quaintances and his ipriests, until
he left him none remaining.

Jehu massacres the royal princes
of Judah (2 Chr. 22:8)

12And he arose and departed and
went to Samaria. On the way, at
Beth Eked* of the Shepherds,

13Jehu met with the brothers of
Ahaziah king of Judah, and said,
“Who are you?” So they answered,
“We are the brothers of Ahaziah;
we have come down to greet the
sons of the king and the sons of the
queen mother.”

14And he said, “Take them alive!”
So they took them alive, and jkilled
them at the well of Beth Eked, forty-
two men; and he left none of them.

15Now when he departed from
there, he met Jehonadab the son of
kRechab, coming to meet him; and
he greeted him and said to him, “Is
your heart right, as my heart is to-
ward your heart?” And Jehonadab
answered, “It is.” Jehu said, “If it is,
give me your hand.” So he gave him
his hand, and he took him up to
him into the chariot.

16Then he said, “Come with me,
and see my lzeal for the LORD.” So
they had him ride in his chariot.

17And when he came to Samaria,
he killed all who remained to Ahab
in Samaria, till he had destroyed
*10:1 Following Masoretic Text, Syriac, and
Targum; Septuagint reads Samaria; Vulgate reads
city. *10:12 Or The Shearing House

10:1 those. Literally the nourishers. 10:15 Jehonadab. Called Jonadab, Jer. 35:6,8,10,14,
16,18,19.



went into the inner room of the
temple of Baal.

26And they brought the sacred
pillars out of the temple of Baal and
fburned them.

27Then they broke down the sa-
cred pillar of Baal, and tore down
the temple of Baal gand made it a
refuse dump to this day.

28Thus Jehu destroyed Baal from
Israel.

But Jehu follows Jeroboam’s sins
29However Jehu did not turn

away from the sins of Jeroboam the
son of Nebat, who had made Israel
sin, that is, from the hgolden calves
that were at Bethel and Dan.

30And the LORD isaid to Jehu, “Be-
cause you have done well in doing
what is right in My sight, and have
done to the house of Ahab all that
was in My heart, jyour sons shall sit
on the throne of Israel to the fourth
generation.”

31But Jehu took no heed to walk
in the law of the LORD God of Israel
with all his heart; for he did not de-
part from the ksins of Jeroboam,
who had made Israel sin.

Hazael of Syria smites Israel
32In those days the LORD began to

cut off parts of Israel; and lHazael
conquered them in all the territory
of Israel

33from the Jordan eastward: all
the land of Gilead—Gad, Reuben,
and Manasseh—from mAroer,
which is by the River Arnon, in-
cluding nGilead and Bashan.

Jehoahaz succeeds Jehu
34Now the rest of the acts of Jehu,

all that he did, and all his might, are
they not written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Israel?

35So Jehu rested with his fathers,
and they buried him in Samaria.
Then oJehoahaz his son reigned in
his place.

36And the period that Jehu

them, according to the word of the
LORD which He spoke to aElijah.

Jehu exterminates Baal worshipers
18Then Jehu gathered all the peo-

ple together, and said to them,
b“Ahab served Baal a little, Jehu will
serve him much.

19“Now therefore, call to me all
the cprophets of Baal, all his ser-
vants, and all his priests. Let no one
be missing, for I have a great sacri-
fice for Baal. Whoever is missing
shall not live.” But Jehu acted de-
ceptively, with the intent of destroy-
ing the worshipers of Baal.

20And Jehu said, “Proclaim a
solemn assembly for Baal.” So they
proclaimed it.

21Then Jehu sent throughout all
Israel; and all the worshipers of Baal
came, so that there was not a man
left who did not come. So they
came into the temple* of Baal, and
the dtemple of Baal was full from
one end to the other.

22And he said to the one in
charge of the wardrobe, “Bring out
vestments for all the worshipers of
Baal.” So he brought out vestments
for them.

23Then Jehu and Jehonadab the
son of Rechab went into the temple
of Baal, and said to the worshipers
of Baal, “Search and see that no ser-
vants of the LORD are here with you,
but only the worshipers of Baal.”

24So they went in to offer sacri-
fices and burnt offerings. Now Jehu
had appointed for himself eighty
men on the outside, and had said,
“If any of the men whom I have
brought into your hands escapes,
whoever lets him escape, it shall be
ehis life for the life of the other.”

25Now it happened, as soon as he
had made an end of offering the
burnt offering, that Jehu said to the
guard and to the captains, “Go in
and kill them; let no one come out!”
And they killed them with the edge
of the sword; then the guards and
the officers threw them out, and

10:26

f Deut. 7:5,25

10:27

g Ezra 6:11; Dan.
2:5; 3:29

10:29

h 1 Kin. 12:28-29

10:30

i 2 Kin. 9:6-7

j v. 35; 2 Kin.
13:1,10; 14:23;
15:8,12

10:31

k 1 Kin. 14:16

10:32

l 1 Kin. 19:17;
2 Kin. 8:12;
13:22

10:33

m Deut. 2:36

n Amos 1:3-5

10:35

o 2 Kin. 13:1

10:17

a v. 10

10:18

b 1 Kin. 16:31-32

10:19

c 1 Kin. 18:19;
22:6

10:21

d vv. 22-27

10:24

e 1 Kin. 20:39

524 2 KINGS 10:18–36

*10:21 Literally house, and so elsewhere in this
chapter

Baal: lord. Pagan god of the Moabites and Canaanites.

10:30 fourth generation. The four: Jehoahaz, Joash, Jer-

oboam II, and Zechariah. Jehu’s dynasty was the longest of
the northern kingdom.

10:35 reigned. 814 B.C.



reigned over Israel in Samaria was
twenty-eight years.

Queen Athaliah murders royal
seed of Judah (2 Chr. 22:9–12)

11WHEN aAthaliah the bmoth-
er of Ahaziah saw that her

son was cdead, she arose and dde-
stroyed all the royal heirs.

2But Jehosheba, the daughter of
King Joram, esister of Ahaziah, took
Joash the son of Ahaziah, and stole
him away from among the king’s
sons who were being murdered;
and they hid him and his nurse in
the bedroom, from Athaliah, so that
he was not killed.

3So he was hidden with her in the
house of the LORD for six years, while
Athaliah reigned over the land.

Joash (Jehoash) elevated to throne
of Judah (2 Chr. 23:1–11)

4 f In the seventh year g Jehoiada
sent and brought the captains of
hundreds—of the bodyguards and
the escorts—and brought them into
the house of the LORD to him. And
he made a covenant with them and
took an oath from them in the
house of the LORD, and showed
them the king’s son.

5Then he commanded them, say-
ing, “This is what you shall do:
One-third of you who come on duty
hon the Sabbath shall be keeping
watch over the king’s house,

6“one-third shall be at the gate of
Sur, and one-third at the gate behind
the escorts. You shall keep the watch
of the house, lest it be broken down.

7“The two contingents of you
who go off duty on the Sabbath shall
keep the watch of the house of the
LORD for the king.

8“But you shall surround the king
on all sides, every man with his
weapons in his hand; and whoever
comes within range, let him be put
to death. You are to be with the king
as he goes out and as he comes iin.”

9So the jcaptains of the hundreds
did according to all that Jehoiada the
priest commanded. Each of them
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took his men who were to be on
duty on the Sabbath, with those who
were going off duty on the Sabbath,
and came to Jehoiada the priest.

10And the priest gave the captains
of hundreds the spears and kshields
which had belonged to King David,
that were in the temple of the LORD.

11Then the escorts stood, every
man with his weapons in his hand,
all around the king, from the right
side of the temple to the left side of
the temple, by the altar and the
house.

12And he brought out the king’s
son, put the crown on him, and
gave him the lTestimony;* they
made him king and anointed him,
and they clapped their hands and
said, m“Long live the king!”

Athaliah is killed
(2 Chr. 23:12–15; 23:21)

13Now when nAthaliah heard the
noise of the escorts and the people,
she came to the people in the tem-
ple of the LORD.

14When she looked, there was
the king standing by a pillar accord-
ing to custom; and the leaders and
the trumpeters were by the king.
All the people of the land were re-
joicing and blowing trumpets. So
Athaliah tore her clothes and cried
out, “Treason! Treason!”

15And Jehoiada the priest com-
manded the captains of the hun-
dreds, the officers of the army, and
said to them, “Take her outside un-
der guard, and slay with the sword
whoever follows her.” For the priest
had said, “Do not let her be killed
in the house of the LORD.”

16So they seized her; and she
went by way of the horses’ entrance
into the king’s house, and there she
was killed.

Revival through Jehoiada
(2 Chr. 23:16–21)

17oThen Jehoiada pmade a cov-
enant qbetween the LORD, the king,
*11:12 That is, the Law (compare Exodus 25:16,21
and Deuteronomy 31:9)

11:1 arose. 841 B.C.
11:2 Joash. Or Jehoash, 2 Kin. 12:1.

Athaliah: whom Jehovah has afflicted. Daughter of
Ahab. The wicked queen of Judah who killed all the
heirs to the throne except Joash who hid in the temple.



the temple, wherever any dilapida-
tion is found.”

6Now it was so, by the twenty-
third year of King Jehoash, that the
priests had not irepaired the dam-
ages of the temple.

7So jKing Jehoash called Jehoiada
the priest and the other priests, and
said to them, “Why have you not re-
paired the damages of the temple?
Now therefore, do not take more
money from your constituency, but
deliver it for repairing the damages
of the temple.”

8And the priests agreed that they
would neither receive more money
from the people, nor repair the
damages of the temple.

Temple repairs completed by
freewill offerings (2 Chr. 24:8–14)
9Then kJehoiada the priest took a

chest, bored a hole in its lid, and set
it beside the altar, on the right side
as one comes into the house of the
LORD; and the priests who kept the
door put l there all the money
brought into the house of the LORD.

10So it was, whenever they saw
that there was much money in the
chest, that the king’s mscribe and
the high priest came up and put it in
bags, and counted the money that
was found in the house of the LORD.

11Then they gave the money,
which had been apportioned, into
the hands of those who did the
work, who had the oversight of the
house of the LORD; and they paid it
out to the carpenters and builders
who worked on the house of the
LORD,

12and to masons and stonecutters,
and for buying timber and hewn
stone, to nrepair the damage of the
house of the LORD, and for all that
was paid out to repair the temple.

13However othere were not made
for the house of the LORD basins of
silver, trimmers, sprinkling-bowls,
trumpets, any articles of gold or arti-
cles of silver, from the money
brought into the house of the LORD.

and the people, that they should be
the LORD’S people, and also be-
tween the king and the people.

18And all the people of the land
went to the atemple of Baal, and
tore it down. They thoroughly
bbroke in pieces its altars and im-
ages, and ckilled Mattan the priest
of Baal before the altars. And the
priest appointed officers over the
house of the LORD.

19Then he took the captains of
hundreds, the bodyguards, the es-
corts, and all the people of the land;
and they brought the king down
from the house of the LORD, and
went by way of the gate of the es-
corts to the king’s house. Then he
sat on the throne of the kings.

20So all the people of the land re-
joiced; and the city was quiet, for
they had slain Athaliah with the
sword in the king’s house.

21d Jehoash was seven years old
when he became king.

Reign of Joash (Jehoash)
(2 Kin. 11:4; 2 Chr. 24:2)

12IN the seventh year of Jehu,
Jehoash* became king, and

he reigned forty years in Jerusalem.
His mother’s name was Zibiah of
Beersheba.

2Jehoash did what was right in
the sight of the LORD all the days in
which eJehoiada the priest instruct-
ed him.

3But the fhigh places were not
taken away; the people still sacri-
ficed and burned incense on the
high places.

Temple repairs delayed twenty-three
years (2 Chr. 24:4–5)

4And Jehoash said to the priests,
“All the money of the dedicated
gifts that are gbrought into the
house of the LORD—each man’s cen-
sus money, each man’s assessment
money*—and all the money that a
man purposes in his hheart to bring
into the house of the LORD,

5“let the priests take it them-
selves, each from his constituency;
and let them repair the damages of
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14But they gave that to the work-
men, and they repaired the house of
the LORD with it.

15Moreover athey did not require
an account from the men into
whose hand they delivered the
money to be paid to workmen, for
they dealt faithfully.

16The bmoney from the trespass
offerings and the money from the
sin offerings was not brought into
the house of the LORD. cIt belonged
to the priests.

Hazael of Syria bribed with
temple treasures

17dHazael king of Syria went up
and fought against Gath, and took it;
then Hazael set his face to go up to
Jerusalem.

18And Jehoash king of Judah
etook all the sacred things that his
fathers, Jehoshaphat and Jehoram
and Ahaziah, kings of Judah, had
dedicated, and his own sacred
things, and all the gold found in the
treasuries of the house of the LORD
and in the king’s house, and sent
them to Hazael king of Syria. Then
he went away from Jerusalem.

Joash (Jehoash) dies; Amaziah reigns
over Judah (2 Chr. 24:25–27)

19Now the rest of the acts of Jo-
ash,* and all that he did, are they
not written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Judah?

20And fhis servants arose and
formed a conspiracy, and killed Jo-
ash in the house of the Millo,*
which goes down to Silla.

21For Jozachar the son of Shime-
ath and Jehozabad the son of Sho-
mer, his gservants, struck him. So
he died, and they buried him with
his fathers in the City of David.
Then hAmaziah his son reigned in
his place.
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Jehoahaz reigns over Israel

13IN the twenty-third year of
i Joash* the son of Ahaziah,

king of Judah, jJehoahaz the son of
Jehu became king over Israel in
Samaria, and reigned seventeen
years.

2And he did evil in the sight of
the LORD, and followed the ksins of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who
had made Israel sin. He did not de-
part from them.

Jehoahaz repents; idols not abolished
3Then the langer of the LORD was

aroused against Israel, and He deliv-
ered them into the hand of mHazael
king of Syria, and into the hand of
nBen-Hadad the son of Hazael, all
their days.

4So Jehoahaz opleaded with the
LORD, and the LORD listened to him;
for He psaw the oppression of Israel,
because the king of Syria oppressed
them.

5qThen the LORD gave Israel a de-
liverer, so that they escaped from
under the hand of the Syrians; and
the children of Israel dwelt in their
tents as before.

6Nevertheless they did not depart
from the sins of the house of Jerobo-
am, who had made Israel sin, but
walked in them; and the wooden
image also rremained in Samaria.

7For He left of the army of Jehoa-
haz only fifty horsemen, ten chari-
ots, and ten thousand foot soldiers;
for the king of Syria shad destroyed
them and made them tlike the dust
at threshing.

Jehoahaz dies; Jehoash (Joash) reigns
over Israel

8Now the rest of the acts of Jeho-
ahaz, all that he did, and his might,
*12:19 Spelled Jehoash in 12:1ff
*12:20 Literally The Landfill *13:1 Spelled
Jehoash in 12:1ff

12:17 Hazael invaded Judah twice. This was the first
invasion; for the second, refer to 2 Chr. 24:23.

12:20 house of the Millo. Or Beth Millo.
12:21 Jozachar. Or Zabad, 2 Chr. 24:26. Shomer. Or

Shimrith, 2 Chr. 24:26.

Jehoahaz: whom Jehovah hold fast. Son of Jehu, king
of Israel.

13:1 became king. 814 B.C.
13:5 deliverer. Evidently Jehoash, vv. 19,25; later Jero-

boam II, v. 13; Neh. 9:27.
13:6 wooden image. These were “groves” (Hebrew

asherim) devoted to the worship of Asherah, who was the
Babylonian goddess Ishtar, the Aphrodite of the Greeks,
the Venus of the Romans. See Judg. 2:13, note.



rows”; so he took them. And he
said to the king of Israel, “Strike the
ground”; so he struck three times,
and stopped.

19And the man of God was angry
with him, and said, “You should
have struck five or six times; then
you would have struck Syria till you
had destroyed it! eBut now you will
strike Syria only three times.”

Elisha dies; his prophecy fulfilled;
miracle at his tomb

20Then Elisha died, and they
buried him. And the raiding fbands
from Moab invaded the land in the
spring of the year.

21So it was, as they were burying
a man, that suddenly they spied a
band of raiders; and they put the
man in the tomb of Elisha; and
when the man was let down and
touched the bones of Elisha, he gre-
vived and hstood on his feet.

22And iHazael king of Syria op-
pressed Israel all the days of Jehoa-
haz.

23But the LORD was jgracious to
them, had compassion on them, and
kregarded them, lbecause of His cov-
enant with Abraham, Isaac, and Ja-
cob, and would not yet destroy them
or cast them from His presence.

24Now Hazael king of Syria died.
Then Ben-Hadad his son reigned in
his place.

25And Jehoash* the son of Jehoa-
haz recaptured from the hand of
Ben-Hadad, the son of Hazael, the
cities which he had taken out of the
hand of Jehoahaz his father by mwar.
nThree times Joash defeated him
and recaptured the cities of Israel.

Amaziah reigns over Judah
(2 Kin. 12:21; 2 Chr. 25:1–4)

14IN the second year of Joash
the son of oJehoahaz, king of

Israel, pAmaziah the son of Joash,
king of Judah, became king.

are they not written in the book of
the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

9So Jehoahaz rested with his fa-
thers, and they buried him in
Samaria. Then Joash his son reigned
in his place.

10In the thirty-seventh year of Jo-
ash king of Judah, Jehoash* the son of
Jehoahaz became king over Israel in
Samaria, and reigned sixteen years.

11And he did evil in the sight of
the LORD. He did not depart from all
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Ne-
bat, who made Israel sin, but
walked in them.

Parenthesis: Jehoash’s (Joash’s) death
12Now the arest of the acts of Jo-

ash, all that he did, and his might
with which he fought against Ama-
ziah king of Judah, are they not
written in the book of the chroni-
cles of the kings of Israel?

13So Joash brested with his fa-
thers. Then Jeroboam sat on his
throne. And Joash was buried in
Samaria with the kings of Israel.

Jehoash’s (Joash’s) scant faith
14Elisha had become sick with

the illness of which he would die.
Then Joash the king of Israel came
down to him, and wept over his
face, and said, “O my father, my fa-
ther, the cchariots of Israel and their
horsemen!”

15And Elisha said to him, “Take a
bow and some arrows.” So he took
himself a bow and some arrows.

16Then he said to the king of Isra-
el, “Put your hand on the bow.” So
he put his hand on it, and Elisha put
his hands on the king’s hands.

17And he said, “Open the east
window”; and he opened it. Then
Elisha said, “Shoot”; and he shot.
And he said, “The arrow of the
LORD’S deliverance and the arrow of
deliverance from Syria; for you must
strike the Syrians at dAphek till you
have destroyed them.”

18Then he said, “Take the ar-
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Jehoash: Jehovah supports. Son of Jehoahaz. An evil
king of Israel.

Ben-Hadad: of Hadad. The name refers to several
kings of Syria who went to war with and against Israel
during the reigns of various kings..

14:1 became king. 796 B.C.



2He was twenty-five years old
when he became king, and he
reigned twenty-nine years in Jeru-
salem. His mother’s name was Je-
hoaddan of Jerusalem.

3And he did what was right in the
sight of the LORD, yet not like his fa-
ther David; he did everything aas
his father Joash had done.

4bHowever the high places were
not taken away, and the people still
sacrificed and burned incense on
the high places.

5Now it happened, as soon as the
kingdom was established in his hand,
that he executed his servants cwho
had murdered his father the king.

6But the children of the murder-
ers he did not execute, according to
what is written in the Book of the
Law of Moses, in which the LORD
commanded, saying, d“Fathers shall
not be put to death for their chil-
dren, nor shall children be put to
death for their fathers; but a person
shall be put to death for his own
sin.”

7He killed ten thousand eEdom-
ites in the fValley of Salt, and took
Sela by war, and called its name Jok-
theel to this day.

Amaziah defeated (2 Chr. 25:14–24)
8Then Amaziah sent messengers to

Jehoash* the son of Jehoahaz, the son
of Jehu, king of Israel, saying, “Come,
let us face one another in battle.”

9And Jehoash king of Israel sent
to Amaziah king of Judah, saying,
g“The thistle that was in Lebanon
sent to the cedar that was in Leba-
non, saying, ‘Give your daughter to
my son as wife’; and a wild beast
that was in Lebanon passed by and
trampled the thistle.

10“You have indeed defeated
Edom, and your heart has h lifted
you up. Glory in that, and stay at
home; for why should you meddle
with trouble so that you fall—you
and Judah with you?”

11But Amaziah would not heed.
Therefore Jehoash king of Israel
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went out; so he and Amaziah king
of Judah faced one another at Beth
Shemesh, which belongs to Judah.

12And Judah was defeated by Isra-
el, and every man fled to his tent.

13Then Jehoash king of Israel cap-
tured Amaziah king of Judah, the
son of Jehoash, the son of Ahaziah,
at Beth Shemesh; and he went to
Jerusalem, and broke down the wall
of Jerusalem from the Gate of
Ephraim to the Corner Gate—four
hundred icubits.

14And he jtook all the gold and sil-
ver, all the articles that were found
in the house of the LORD and in the
treasuries of the king’s house, and
hostages, and returned to Samaria.

Jehoash (Joash) dies; Jeroboam II reigns
over Israel (cp. 2 Kin. 13:12–15)

15Now the rest of the acts of Jeho-
ash which he did—his might, and
how he fought with Amaziah king
of Judah—are they not written in
the book of the chronicles of the
kings of Israel?

16So Jehoash rested with his fa-
thers, and was buried in Samaria
with the kings of Israel. Then Jero-
boam his son reigned in his place.

Amaziah dies; Azariah (Uzziah)
reigns over Judah (2 Chr. 25:26–28)
17Amaziah the son of Joash, king

of Judah, lived fifteen years after the
death of Jehoash the son of Jehoa-
haz, king of Israel.

18Now the rest of the acts of Am-
aziah, are they not written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings
of Judah?

19And they formed a conspiracy
against him in Jerusalem, and he
fled to Lachish; but they sent after
him to Lachish and killed him there.

20Then they brought him on
horses, and he was buried at
Jerusalem with his fathers in the
City of David.

21And all the people of Judah took
Azariah, who was sixteen years old,
and made him king instead of his fa-
ther Amaziah.
*14:8 Spelled Joash in 13:12ff and 2 Chronicles
25:17ff

14:21 Azariah. Called Uzziah, 15:13.

Amaziah: Jehovah strengthens. Son of Joash. The
eighth king of Judah who started out following the
Lord, but eventually turned away from God. He was
assassinated.



Azariah the son of Amaziah, king of
Judah, became king.

2He was sixteen years old when
he became king, and he reigned fifty-
two years in Jerusalem. His mother’s
name was Jecholiah of Jerusalem.

3And he did what was right in the
sight of the LORD, according to all
that his father Amaziah had done,

4mexcept that the high places
were not removed; the people still
sacrificed and burned incense on
the high places.

Azariah (Uzziah) struck with leprosy
(2 Chr. 26:16–21); his death:

Jotham reigns over Judah
5Then the LORD nstruck the king,

so that he was a leper until the day
of his odeath; so he dwelt in an iso-
lated house. And Jotham the king’s
son was over the royal house, judg-
ing the people of the land.

6Now the rest of the acts of Azari-
ah, and all that he did, are they not
written in the book of the chroni-
cles of the kings of Judah?

7So Azariah rested with his fa-
thers, and they pburied him with
his fathers in the City of David.
Then Jotham his son reigned in his
place.

Zechariah reigns over Israel;
Shallum assassinates him

8In the thirty-eighth year of Azari-
ah king of Judah, qZechariah the son
of Jeroboam reigned over Israel in
Samaria six months.

9And he did evil in the sight of
the LORD, ras his fathers had done;
he did not depart from the sins of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who
had made Israel sin.

10Then Shallum the son of Jabesh
conspired against him, and sstruck
and killed him in front of the peo-
ple; and he reigned in his place.

11Now the rest of the acts of
Zechariah, indeed they are written
in the book of the chronicles of the
kings of Israel.

22He built aElath and restored it
to Judah, after the king rested with
his fathers.

Jeroboam II reigns over Israel,
doing evil before the LORD; he restores
territory according to Jonah’s prophecy

23In the fifteenth year of Amaziah
the son of Joash, king of Judah, Jero-
boam the son of Joash, king of Isra-
el, became king in Samaria, and
reigned forty-one years.

24And he did evil in the sight of
the LORD; he did not depart from all
the bsins of Jeroboam the son of Ne-
bat, who had made Israel sin.

25He restored the territory of Isra-
el cfrom the entrance of Hamath to
the dSea of the eArabah, according
to the word of the LORD God of Isra-
el, which He had spoken through
His servant fJonah the son of Amit-
tai, the prophet who was from
gGath Hepher.

26For the LORD hsaw that the af-
fliction of Israel was very bitter; and
iwhether bond or free, there was no
helper for Israel.

27And the LORD jdid not say that
He would blot out the name of Isra-
el from under heaven; but He saved
them by the hand of Jeroboam the
son of Joash.

Jeroboam II dies; Zechariah
reigns over Israel

28Now the rest of the acts of Jero-
boam, and all that he did—his
might, how he made war, and how
he recaptured for Israel, from kDa-
mascus and Hamath, lwhat had be-
longed to Judah—are they not writ-
ten in the book of the chronicles of
the kings of Israel?

29So Jeroboam rested with his fa-
thers, the kings of Israel. Then Zech-
ariah his son reigned in his place.

Azariah (Uzziah) reigns over Judah
(2 Kin. 14:21–22; 2 Chr. 26:1–15)

15IN the twenty-seventh year
of Jeroboam king of Israel,
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12This was the aword of the LORD
which He spoke to Jehu, saying,
“Your sons shall sit on the throne of
Israel to the fourth generation.”
And so it was.

Shallum reigns over Israel; is murdered
13Shallum the son of Jabesh be-

came king in the thirty-ninth year
of Uzziah king of Judah; and he
reigned a full month in Samaria.

14For Menahem the son of Gadi
went up from bTirzah, came to
Samaria, and struck Shallum the son
of Jabesh in Samaria and killed him;
and he reigned in his place.

15Now the rest of the acts of Shal-
lum, and the conspiracy which he
led, indeed they are written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings
of Israel.

Menahem reigns over Israel
16Then from Tirzah, Menahem at-

tacked Tiphsah, all who were there,
and its territory. Because they did
not surrender, therefore he attacked
it. All the women there who were
with child he cripped open.

17In the thirty-ninth year of Azari-
ah king of Judah, Menahem the son
of Gadi became king over Israel,
and reigned ten years in Samaria.

18And he did evil in the sight of
the LORD; he did not depart all his
days from the sins of Jeroboam the
son of Nebat, who had made Israel
sin.

Pul invades Israel (1 Chr. 5:26)
19dPul* king of Assyria came

against the land; and Menahem
gave Pul a thousand etalents of sil-
ver, that his hand might be with
him to strengthen the kingdom un-
der his control.

20And Menahem fexacted the
money from Israel, from all the very
wealthy, from each man fifty
gshekels of silver, to give to the king
of Assyria. So the king of Assyria
turned back, and did not stay there
in the land.
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Menahem dies; Pekahiah

reigns over Israel
21Now the rest of the acts of

Menahem, and all that he did, are
they not written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Israel?

22So Menahem rested with his fa-
thers. Then Pekahiah his son
reigned in his place.

23In the fiftieth year of Azariah
king of Judah, Pekahiah the son of
Menahem became king over Israel
in Samaria, and reigned two years.

24And he did evil in the sight of
the LORD; he did not depart from
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Ne-
bat, who had made Israel sin.

Pekah assassinates Pekahiah and
usurps the throne of Israel

25Then Pekah the son of Remaliah,
an officer of his, conspired against
him and killed him in Samaria, in the
hcitadel of the king’s house, along
with Argob and Arieh; and with him
were fifty men of Gilead. He killed
him and reigned in his place.

26Now the rest of the acts of Pek-
ahiah, and all that he did, indeed
they are written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Israel.

27In the fifty-second year of Azari-
ah king of Judah, iPekah the son of
Remaliah became king over Israel in
Samaria, and reigned twenty years.

28And he did evil in the sight of
the LORD; he did not depart from
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Ne-
bat, who had made Israel sin.

Tiglath-Pileser invades Israel;
Pekah is assassinated by Hoshea

29In the days of Pekah king of Is-
rael, jTiglath-Pileser king of Assyria
came and took kIjon, Abel Beth
Maachah, Janoah, Kedesh, Hazor,
Gilead, and Galilee, all the land of
Naphtali; and he lcarried them cap-
tive to Assyria.

30Then Hoshea the son of Elah
led a conspiracy against Pekah the
son of Remaliah, and struck and
killed him; so he mreigned in his
*15:19 That is, Tiglath-Pileser III (compare verse
29)

15:13 became king. 752 B.C. Uzziah. Called Azariah,
v. 1.

15:23 became king. 742 B.C.
15:27 became king. 740 B.C.



to the gabominations of the nations
whom the LORD had cast out from
before the children of Israel.

4And he sacrificed and burned in-
cense on the hhigh places, on the
hills, and under every green tree.

Rezin, king of Syria, and Pekah,
king of Israel invade Judah

(2 Chr. 28:5–19)
5Then Rezin king of Syria and Pe-

kah the son of Remaliah, king of Is-
rael, came up to Jerusalem to make
war; and they besieged Ahaz but
could inot overcome him.

6At that time Rezin king of Syria
captured Elath for Syria, and drove
the men of Judah from Elath. Then
the Edomites* went to Elath, and
dwell there to this day.

Ahaz seeks help from
Assyria (2 Chr. 28:16–25)

7So Ahaz sent messengers to jTig-
lath-Pileser king of Assyria, saying,
“I am your servant and your son.
Come up and save me from the
hand of the king of Syria and from
the hand of the king of Israel, who
rise up against me.”

8And Ahaz ktook the silver and
gold that was found in the house of
the LORD, and in the treasuries of
the king’s house, and sent it as a
present to the king of Assyria.

Assyrians take Damascus
9So the king of Assyria heeded

him; for the king of Assyria went up
against lDamascus and mtook it, car-
ried its people captive to nKir, and
killed Rezin.

10Now King Ahaz went to Damas-
cus to meet Tiglath-Pileser king of
Assyria, and saw an altar that was at
Damascus; and King Ahaz sent to
Urijah the priest the design of the
altar and its pattern, according to all
its workmanship.

11Then Urijah the priest built an
altar according to all that King Ahaz
had sent from Damascus. So Urijah

place in the twentieth year of Jo-
tham the son of Uzziah.

31Now the rest of the acts of Pe-
kah, and all that he did, indeed they
are written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Israel.

Jotham reigns over Judah
(v. 7; 2 Chr. 26:23; 27:1–9)

32In the second year of Pekah the
son of Remaliah, king of Israel, aJo-
tham the son of Uzziah, king of Ju-
dah, began to reign.

33He was twenty-five years old
when he became king, and he
reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem.
His mother’s name was Jerusha* the
daughter of Zadok.

34And he did what was right in the
sight of the LORD; he did according to
all that his father Uzziah had done.

35bHowever the high places were
not removed; the people still sacri-
ficed and burned incense on the
high places. He built the Upper
Gate of the house of the LORD.

36Now the rest of the acts of Jo-
tham, and all that he did, are they
not written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Judah?

37In those days the LORD began to
send cRezin king of Syria and Pekah
the son of Remaliah against Judah.

38So Jotham rested with his fa-
thers, and was buried with his fa-
thers in the City of David his father.
Then Ahaz his son reigned in his
place.

Ahaz reigns over Judah
(2 Kin. 15:38; 2 Chr. 28:1–4)

16IN the seventeenth year of
dPekah the son of Remaliah,

eAhaz the son of Jotham, king of Ju-
dah, began to reign.

2Ahaz was twenty years old when
he became king, and he reigned six-
teen years in Jerusalem; and he did
not do what was right in the sight of
the LORD his God, as his father Da-
vid had done.

3But he walked in the way of the
kings of Israel; indeed fhe made his
son pass through the fire, according
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the priest made it before King Ahaz
came back from Damascus.

12And when the king came back
from Damascus, the king saw the al-
tar; and the king approached the al-
tar and made offerings on it.

13So he burned his burnt offering
and his grain offering; and he
poured his drink offering and sprin-
kled the blood of his peace offerings
on the altar.

14He also brought the bronze al-
tar which was before the LORD,
afrom the front of the temple—from
between the new altar and the
house of the LORD—and put it on
the north side of the new altar.

15Then King Ahaz commanded
Urijah the priest, saying, “On the
great new altar burn the bmorning
burnt offering, the evening grain of-
fering, the king’s burnt sacrifice,
and his grain offering, with the
burnt offering of all the people of
the land, their grain offering, and
their drink offerings; and sprinkle
on it all the blood of the burnt offer-
ing and all the blood of the sacrifice.
And the bronze altar shall be for me
to inquire by.”

16Thus did Urijah the priest, ac-
cording to all that King Ahaz com-
manded.

17And King Ahaz cut off the cpan-
els of the carts, and removed the
lavers from them; and he took down
the dSea from the bronze oxen that
were under it, and put it on a pave-
ment of stones.

18Also he removed the Sabbath
pavilion which they had built in the
temple, and he removed the king’s
outer entrance from the house of
the LORD, on account of the king of
Assyria.

Ahaz dies; Hezekiah reigns over
Judah (2 Chr. 28:26–27)

19Now the rest of the acts of Ahaz
which he did, are they not written
in the book of the chronicles of the
kings of Judah?

20So Ahaz rested with his fathers,
and was buried with his fathers in
the City of David. Then Hezekiah
his son reigned in his place.
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Hoshea reigns over Israel

17IN the twelfth year of Ahaz
king of Judah, eHoshea the

son of Elah became king of Israel in
Samaria, and he reigned nine years.

2And he did evil in the sight of
the LORD, but not as the kings of Is-
rael who were before him.

Israel becomes subservient to Assyria
3Shalmaneser king of Assyria

came up against him; and Hoshea
fbecame his vassal, and paid him
tribute money.

Israel (ten tribes) taken
away to Assyria (cp. 2 Kin. 18:9–12)
4And the king of Assyria uncov-

ered a conspiracy by Hoshea; for he
had sent messengers to So, king of
Egypt, and brought no tribute to the
king of Assyria, as he had done year
by year. Therefore the king of Assyr-
ia shut him up, and bound him in
prison.

5Now the king of Assyria went
throughout all the land, and went

17:1 became king. 732 B.C.
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all their cities, from watchtower to
fortified city.

10They hset up for themselves sa-
cred pillars and iwooden images on
every high hill and under every
green tree.

11There they burned incense on
all the high places, like the nations
whom the LORD had carried away
before them; and they did wicked
things to provoke the LORD to anger,

12for they served idols, of which
the LORD had jsaid to them, “You
shall not do this thing.”

13Yet the LORD testified against Is-
rael and against Judah, by all of His
kprophets, every lseer, saying,
m“Turn from your evil ways, and
keep My commandments and My
statutes, according to all the law
which I commanded your fathers,
and which I sent to you by My ser-
vants the kprophets.”

14Nevertheless they would not
hear, but nstiffened their necks,
like the necks of their fathers, who
odid not believe in the LORD their
God.

15And they prejected His statutes
and His qcovenant that He had
made with their fathers, and His
testimonies which He had testified
against them; they followed idols,
rbecame idolaters, and went after
the nations who were all around
them, concerning whom the LORD
had charged them that they should
not do like them.

16So they left all the command-
ments of the LORD their God, smade
for themselves a molded image and
two calves, made a twooden image
and worshiped all the uhost of heav-
en, and served vBaal.

17And they caused their sons and
daughters to pass through the wfire,
xpracticed witchcraft and soothsay-
ing, and sold themselves to do evil
in the sight of the LORD, to provoke
Him to anger.

18Therefore the LORD was very
angry with Israel, and removed
them from His sight; there was
none left ybut the tribe of Judah
alone.

19zAlso Judah did not keep the

up to aSamaria and besieged it for
three years.

Sins for which Israel was
carried into captivity

6In the ninth year of Hoshea, the
king of Assyria took Samaria and
carried bcIsrael away to Assyria, and
placed them in Halah and by the
Habor, the River of Gozan, and in
the cities of the Medes.

7For dso it was that the children
of Israel had sinned against the
LORD their God, who had brought
them up out of the land of Egypt,
from under the hand of Pharaoh
king of Egypt; and they had efeared
other gods,

8and had fwalked in the statutes
of the nations whom the LORD had
cast out from before the children of
Israel, and of the kings of Israel,
which they had made.

9Also the children of Israel secret-
ly did against the LORD their God
things that were not right, and they
built for themselves ghigh places in

17:10

h Ex. 34:12-14

i See Deut.
16:21, note

17:12

j Ex. 20:4-5

17:13

k Neh. 9:29-30

l 1 Sam. 9:9

m Jer. 18:11; 25:5;
35:15

17:14

n Ex. 32:9; 33:3;
Deut. 31:27;
Prov. 29:1; Acts
7:51

o Deut. 9:23; Ps.
78:22

17:15

p Jer. 44:3

q Ex. 24:6-8;
Deut. 29:25

r 2 Chr. 13:7; cp.
Rom. 12:1-3

17:16

s 1 Kin. 12:28

t See Deut.
16:21, note;
1 Kin. 14:15,23

u Deut. 4:19

v 1 Kin. 16:31

17:17

w 2 Kin. 16:3

x Deut. 18:10

17:18

y 1 Kin. 11:13,32

17:19

z Jer. 3:8

17:5

a Hos. 13:16

17:6

b Israel (history):
vv. 6-23; 2 Kin.
24:10. (Gen.
12:2; Rom.
11:26, note)

c Deut. 28:64;
2 Kin. 15:29

17:7

d Josh. 23:16

e Judg. 6:10

17:8

f Lev. 18:3; Deut.
18:9

17:9

g vv. 10,11,29;
see Judg. 3:7
and 1 Kin. 3:2,
notes
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commandments of the LORD their
God, but walked in the statutes of
Israel which they made.

20And the LORD rejected all the
descendants of Israel, afflicted
them, and adelivered them into the
hand of plunderers, until He had
cast them from His bsight.

21For He c tore Israel from the
house of David, and dthey made Jer-
oboam the son of Nebat king. Then
Jeroboam drove Israel from follow-
ing the LORD, and made them com-
mit a great sin.

22For the children of Israel
walked in all the sins of Jeroboam
which he did; they did not depart
from them,

23until the LORD removed Israel
out of His sight, eas He had said by
all His servants the prophets. fSo Is-
rael was carried away from their
own land to Assyria, as it is to this
day.

17:24

g Ezra 4:2,10

h v. 30

17:20

a Judg. 2:14;
2 Kin. 13:3;
15:29

b 2 Kin. 24:20

17:21

c 1 Kin. 11:11, 31

d 1 Kin. 12:20

17:23

e 1 Kin. 14:16

f 2 Kin. 17:6
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Cities of Israel repopulated

with foreigners
24Then the king of Assyria brought

gpeople from hBabylon, Cuthah, Ava,
Hamath, and from Sepharvaim, and
placed them in the cities of Samaria
instead of the children of Israel; and
they took possession of Samaria and
dwelt in its cities.

25And it was so, at the beginning
of their dwelling there, that they
did not fear the LORD; therefore the
LORD sent lions among them, which
killed some of them.

26So they spoke to the king of As-
syria, saying, “The nations whom
you have removed and placed in the
cities of Samaria do not know the
rituals of the God of the land; there-
fore He has sent lions among them,
and indeed, they are killing them
because they do not know the ritu-
als of the God of the land.”

27Then the king of Assyria com-

17:25 fear the LORD. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expression meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.

17:23 THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL

There are not, as some assert, “ten lost tribes,” known only to God and later to be found by Him, variously conjectured
to be the Anglo-Saxon people, the gypsies, or certain peoples of Central Asia or Africa. These misconceptions arise
from a misreading of passages such as vv. 7–23 (compare 2 Chr. 6:6–11), and especially v. 18.

(1) The expression “tribe of Judah” (v. 18) is here used idiomatically for the southern kingdom (Judah) in contrast
with the northern kingdom (Israel), as vv. 21–23 compared with 1 Kin. 11:13,32 make clear. In these contexts every-
one out of all the tribes who remained loyal to the house of David is included, as well as the two tribes of Benjamin
and Judah who unitedly and officially stood by the Davidic house.

(2) The removal of the bulk of the people composing the northern kingdom does not mean that only two tribes of
Israel continued in the land. Verses 7–23 (see v. 20, “cast . . . from”), implying that the portion of the nation taken into
captivity by Assyria is excluded from any promised future return to the land, are in harmony with the principle of Rom.
9:4–7, which explains that the total physical descendants of Abraham were not the “children” to whom the promises
were made.

(3) Before the Assyrian captivity, substantial numbers from the ten tribes had identified themselves with the house
of David. This began at the time of the rebellion of Jeroboam I (1 Kin. 12:16–20; 2 Chr. 11:16–17) and continued
when reformations, invasions, and other crises led many to repudiate the northern kingdom and unite with the south-
ern kingdom in a common allegiance to the house of David and the worship of the LORD (2 Chr. 19:4;
30:1,10–11,25–26; 34:5–7,33; 35:17–18; etc.). Thus in God’s view all the tribes were represented in the kingdom of
Judah and constituted His continuing Israel.

(4) These facts show the correctness of this view: (a) the remnant who returned from Babylon is represented as the
nation, not simply two tribes; (b) our Lord is said to have offered Himself, not merely to two tribes (Judah) but to the
nation, “the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matt. 10:5–6); and (c) other tribes than Judah are mentioned specifical-
ly in the NT as being represented in the land (Matt. 4:13,15; Luke 2:36; Acts 4:36; Phil. 3:5; compare “twelve tribes,”
Acts 26:7; James 1:1).

(5) Although Israel is now in age-long dispersion because of their rejection of their Messiah, nevertheless they still
continue as a people, preserved distinct from other peoples, known to God though not knowing Him (Deut. 28:62; Is.
11:11–13; Hos. 3:4–5; Rom. 11:1–2,11–12). A partial restoration of Israel to the land in unbelief has already taken
place in accordance with prophecy. The Scriptures clearly state that there will yet be a spiritual restoration, through the
salvation of substantial numbers, which will heal the ancient political division (Ezek. 37:15–28). These will be God’s Is-
rael (Amos 9:13–15; Zech. 12:9–14; Rom. 11:25–27). See Palestinian Covenant, Deut. 30:3, note; 2 Sam. 7:8–17.



nances, the law, and the command-
ment which He wrote for you, you
shall ibe careful to observe forever;
you shall not fear other gods.

38“And the covenant that I have
made with you, you shall jnot for-
get, nor shall you fear other gods.

39“But the LORD your God you
shall fear; and He will deliver you
from the hand of all your enemies.”

40However they did not obey, but
they followed their former rituals.

41So these nations feared the LORD,
yet served their carved images; also
their children and their children’s
children have continued doing as
their fathers did, even to this day.

IV. From the Accession of Hezekiah
to the Captivity of Judah, 18:1—25:30

Hezekiah reigns over Judah
(2 Kin. 16:20; 2 Chr. 29:1—31:21)

18NOW it came to pass in the
third year of kHoshea the son

of Elah, king of Israel, that Hezekiah
the son of Ahaz, king of Judah, be-
gan to reign.

2He was twenty-five years old
when he became king, and he
reigned twenty-nine years in Jeru-
salem. His mother’s name was Abi*
the daughter of Zechariah.

3And he did what was right in the
sight of the LORD, according to all
that his father David had done.

Revival under Hezekiah
(2 Chr. 29:3—31:21)

4He removed the lhigh places and
broke the sacred pillars, cut down
the mwooden image and broke in
pieces the nbronze serpent that Mo-
ses had made; for until those days
the children of Israel burned in-
cense to it, and called it Nehushtan.*

5He otrusted in the LORD God of
Israel, so that after him was pnone
like him among all the kings of Ju-
dah, nor who were before him.

6For he held fast to the LORD; he
did not depart from following Him,

manded, saying, “Send there one of
the priests whom you brought from
there; let him go and dwell there,
and let him teach them the rituals
of the God of the land.”

28Then one of the priests whom
they had carried away from Samaria
came and dwelt in Bethel, and
taught them how they should fear
the LORD.

29However every nation contin-
ued to make gods of its own, and
put them a in the shrines on the
high places which the Samaritans
had made, every nation in the cities
where they dwelt.

30The men of Babylon made Suc-
coth Benoth, the men of Cuth made
Nergal, the men of Hamath made
Ashima,

31and the Avites made Nibhaz
and Tartak; and the Sepharvites
burned their children in fire to
bAdrammelech and Anammelech,
the gods of Sepharvaim.

32So they feared the LORD, and
from cevery class they appointed for
themselves priests of the high
places, who sacrificed for them in
the shrines of the high places.

33They feared the LORD, dyet
served their own gods—according to
the rituals of the nations from among
whom they were carried away.

34To this day they continue prac-
ticing the former rituals; they do not
fear the LORD, nor do they follow
their statutes or their ordinances, or
the law and commandment which
the LORD had commanded the chil-
dren of Jacob, whom He named eIs-
rael,

35with whom the LORD had made
a covenant and charged them, say-
ing: “You shall not fear other gods,
nor bow down to them nor serve
fthem nor sacrifice to them;

36“but the LORD, who gbrought
you up from the land of Egypt with
great power and an houtstretched
arm, Him you shall fear, Him you
shall worship, and to Him you shall
offer sacrifice.

37“And the statutes, the ordi-

17:37

i Deut. 5:32

17:38

j Deut. 4:23; 6:12

18:1

k 2 Kin. 17:1

18:4

l v. 22; see Judg.
3:7 and 1 Kin.
3:2, notes

m See Deut.
16:21, note

n Num. 21:5-9

18:5

o See Ps. 2:12,
note; 2 Kin.
19:10

p 2 Kin. 23:25

17:29

a 1 Kin. 12:31;
13:32

17:31

b 2 Kin. 19:37

17:32

c 1 Kin. 13:33

17:33

d Cp. Zeph. 1:5

17:34

e Gen. 32:28;
35:10

17:35

f Ex. 20:5

17:36

g Ex. 14:15-30

h Ex. 6:6; 9:15
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*18:2 Called Abijah in 2 Chronicles 29:1ff
*18:4 Literally Bronze Thing

17:32,33,34,36,39,41 fear[ed] the LORD. “The fear of the
LORD” is an OT expression meaning reverential trust, includ-
ing the hatred of evil.

Hezekiah: the might of Jehovah. Son of Ahaz. The
thirteenth king of Judah who introduced religious
reform, restored the Temple and destroyed the idols.



but kept His commandments, which
the LORD had commanded Moses.

Hezekiah rebels against Assyria;
defeats the Philistines

7The LORD was with him; he pros-
pered wherever he went. And he
rebelled against the king of aAssyria
and did not serve him.

8He subdued the bPhilistines, as
far as Gaza and its territory, from
watchtower to fortified city.

Israel’s captivity reviewed
(cp. 2 Kin. 17:4–6); first invasion

of Judah (Is. 36:1)
9Now it came to pass in the fourth

year of King cHezekiah, which was
the seventh year of Hoshea the son
of Elah, king of Israel, that Shal-
maneser king of Assyria came up
against Samaria and besieged it.

10And at the end of three years
they took it. In the sixth year of
Hezekiah, that is, the ninth year of
Hoshea king of Israel, Samaria was
taken.

11Then the king of Assyria dcar-
ried Israel away captive to Assyria,
and put them in Halah and by the
Habor, the River of Gozan, and in
the cities of the Medes,

12because they did enot obey the
voice of the LORD their God, but
transgressed His covenant and all
that Moses the servant of the LORD
had commanded; and they would
neither hear nor do them.

13And in the fourteenth year of
King Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of
Assyria came up against all the forti-
fied cities of Judah and took them.

14Then Hezekiah king of Judah

18:14

f See Coinage
(OT), Ex. 30:13,
note

18:15

g 2 Kin. 16:8

18:17

h 2 Kin. 20:20

i Is. 7:3

18:18

j 2 Kin. 19:2; Is.
22:20

18:7

a 2 Kin. 16:7

18:8

b 2 Chr. 28:18; Is.
14:29

18:9

c Matt. 1:9

18:11

d Times of the
Gentiles: vv. 9-
12; 2 Kin. 25:4.
(Deut. 28:49;
Rev. 16:19,
note)

18:12

e 2 Kin. 17:7-18
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sent to the king of Assyria at Lachish,
saying, “I have done wrong; turn
away from me; whatever you impose
on me I will pay.” And the king of
Assyria assessed Hezekiah king of Ju-
dah three hundred ftalents of silver
and thirty ftalents of gold.

15So Hezekiah ggave him all the
silver that was found in the house of
the LORD and in the treasuries of the
king’s house.

16At that time Hezekiah stripped
the gold from the doors of the tem-
ple of the LORD, and from the pillars
which Hezekiah king of Judah had
overlaid, and gave it to the king of
Assyria.

Sennacherib’s second invasion of
Judah; he seeks to terrify

Jerusalem (2 Chr. 32:1–15,30;
Is. 36:2–10)

17Then the king of Assyria sent
the Tartan,* the Rabsaris,* and the
Rabshakeh* from Lachish, with a
great army against Jerusalem, to
King Hezekiah. And they went up
and came to Jerusalem. When they
had come up, they went and stood
by the haqueduct from the upper
pool, iwhich was on the highway to
the Fuller’s Field.

18And when they had called to
the king, jEliakim the son of Hilki-
ah, who was over the household,
Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son
of Asaph, the recorder, came out to
them.

19Then the Rabshakeh said to
them, “Say now to Hezekiah, ‘Thus
says the great king, the king of As-
*18:17 A title, probably Commander in Chief
* A title, probably Chief Officer * A title,
probably Chief of Staff or Governor

18:7 The sequence of events in the story of the kingdom
of Judah after the fall of the kingdom of Israel—the last
twenty-three years of Hezekiah’s reign—was as follows:

(1) Hezekiah’s throwing off the Assyrian yoke (2 Kin.
18:7);

(2) Hezekiah’s successful Philistine campaign (2 Kin.
18:8);

(3) Sennacherib’s first invasion of Judah (2 Kin.
18:13–16; see Is. 36:1, note);

(4) Hezekiah’s illness and recovery (2 Kin. 20:1–11;
2 Chr. 32:24; Is. 38);

(5) Hezekiah’s imprudent exposure of his defenses and
wealth to the Babylonian embassy (2 Kin. 20:12–19; 2 Chr.
32:25–26,31; Is. 39);

(6) Hezekiah’s wealth and building (2 Chr. 32:27–29);
(7) Sennacherib’s second invasion of Judah and God’s

miraculous deliverance in answer to prayer (2 Kin. 18:17—
19:37; 2 Chr. 32:1–23,30; Is. 36:2—37:38); and

(8) Hezekiah’s death (2 Kin. 20:20–21; 2 Chr. 32:32–
33).

18:13 For parallel accounts, see verse 7, note; Is. 36:1,
note. King Hezekiah. Of all the kings of Judah, none is
given higher praise than Hezekiah (vv. 3–7). Moreover, the
fact that the record of his encounter with Sennacherib and
the subsequent events of his reign is the only narrative oc-
curring three times in the OT (2 Kin. 18:13—20:21; 2 Chr.
32:1–33; Is. 36:1—39:8) points to the peculiar significance
of the LORD’s dealing with this godly king.



brew, and spoke, saying, “Hear the
word of the great king, the king of
Assyria!

29“Thus says the king: g ‘Do not
let Hezekiah deceive you, for he
shall not be able to deliver you from
his hand;

30‘nor let Hezekiah make you
trust in the LORD, saying, “The LORD
will surely deliver us; this city shall
not be given into the hand of the
king of Assyria.” ’

31“Do not listen to Hezekiah; for
thus says the king of Assyria: ‘Make
peace with me by a present and
come out to me; and every one of
you eat from his own hvine and
every one from his own fig tree, and
every one of you drink the waters of
his own cistern;

32‘until I come and take you away
to a land like your own land, a iland
of grain and new wine, a land of
bread and vineyards, a land of olive
groves and honey, that you may live
and not die. But do not listen to
Hezekiah, lest he persuade you, say-
ing, “The LORD will deliver us.”

33 j‘Has any of the gods of the na-
tions at all delivered its land from
the hand of the king of Assyria?

34k ‘Where are the gods of Ha-
math and Arpad? Where are the
gods of Sepharvaim and Hena and
Ivah? Indeed, have they delivered
Samaria from my hand?

35‘Who among all the gods of the
lands have delivered their countries
from my hand, that the LORD should
ldeliver Jerusalem from my hand?’ ”

36But the people held their peace
and answered him not a word; for
the king’s commandment was, “Do
not answer him.”

37Then Eliakim the son of Hilki-
ah, who was over the household,
Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son
of Asaph, the recorder, came to
Hezekiah mwith their clothes torn,
and told him the words of the Rab-
shakeh.

syria: “What aconfidence is this in
which you btrust?

20“You speak of having plans and
power for war; but they are mere
words. And in whom do you trust,
that you rebel against me?

21c“Now look! You are trusting in
the staff of this broken reed, Egypt,
on which if a man leans, it will go
into his hand and pierce it. So is
Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who
trust in him.

22“But if you say to me, ‘We trust
in the LORD our God,’ is it not He
whose high places and dwhose al-
tars Hezekiah has taken away, and
said to Judah and Jerusalem, ‘You
shall worship before this altar in
Jerusalem’?” ’

23“Now therefore, I urge you,
give a pledge to my master the king
of Assyria, and I will give you two
thousand horses—if you are able on
your part to put riders on them!

24“How then will you repel one
captain of the least of my master’s
servants, and put your trust in Egypt
for chariots and horsemen?

25“Have I now come up without
the LORD against this place to de-
stroy it? The LORD said to me, ‘Go
up against this land, and destroy
it.’ ”

The Rabshakeh’s further threats
(2 Chr. 32:16,18–19; Is. 36:11–21)
26Then Eliakim the son of Hilki-

ah, Shebna, and Joah said to the
Rabshakeh, “Please speak to your
servants in eAramaic, for we under-
stand it; and do not speak to us in
Hebrew* in the fhearing of the peo-
ple who are on the wall.”

27But the Rabshakeh said to
them, “Has my master sent me to
your master and to you to speak
these words, and not to the men
who sit on the wall, who will eat
and drink their own waste with
you?”

28Then the Rabshakeh stood and
called out with a loud voice in He-

18:29

g 2 Chr. 32:15

18:31

h 1 Kin. 4:25

18:32

i Deut. 8:7-8

18:33

j 2 Kin. 19:12;
cp. Is. 10:9-11

18:34

k 2 Kin. 19:13

18:35

l Dan. 3:15

18:37

m Is. 33:7

18:19

a Ps. 118:8-9

b 2 Kin. 18:5

18:21

c Is. 30:2-7; Ezek.
29:6-7

18:22

d 2 Kin. 18:4;
2 Chr. 31:1; see
Judg. 3:7 and
1 Kin. 3:2, notes

18:26

e Ezra 4:7

f Cp. Neh. 13:24
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*18:26 Literally Judean

18:20 mere words. Literally word of the lips.
18:23 pledge. Literally hostage.
18:26 2 Kin. 18:26—20:21 is virtually identical with Is.

36:11—39:8. See also v. 13, note. Aramaic, the language
spoken at the court of Nebuchadnezzar, was later used as

the official language of the whole western section of the
Persian Empire.

18:31 Make peace. Literally Make a blessing.
18:34 Ivah. Or Ava, 2 Kin. 17:24.



Hezekiah requests Isaiah’s
intercession (2 Chr. 32:2–22;

Is. 36:22—37:5)

19AND so it was, when King
Hezekiah heard it, that he

tore his clothes, covered himself
with asackcloth, and went into the
house of the LORD.

2Then he sent Eliakim, who was
over the household, Shebna the
scribe, and the elders of the priests,
covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah
the prophet, the son of Amoz.

3And they said to him, “Thus says
Hezekiah: ‘This day is a day of trou-
ble, and rebuke, and blasphemy; for
the children have come to birth, but
there is no strength bto bring them
forth.

4c‘It may be that the LORD your
God will hear all the words of the
Rabshakeh, whom his master the
king of Assyria has sent to reproach
the living God, and will rebuke the
words which the LORD your God has
heard. Therefore lift up your prayer
for the remnant that is left.’ ”

5So the servants of King Hezekiah
came to Isaiah.

The LORD’s answer through Isaiah
(Is. 37:6–7)

6And Isaiah said to them, “Thus
you shall say to your master, ‘Thus
says the LORD: “Do not be dafraid of
the words which you have heard,
with which the eservants of the king
of Assyria have blasphemed Me.

7“Surely I will send a fspirit upon
him, and he shall hear a rumor and
return to his own land; and I will
cause him to fall by the sword in his
own land.” ’ ”

Sennacherib defies God
(2 Chr. 32:17; Is. 37:8–13)

8Then the Rabshakeh returned
and found the king of Assyria war-
ring against Libnah, for he heard
that he had departed from gLachish.

9And hthe king heard concerning
Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, “Look, he

19:10

i 1 Kin. 18:5

19:12

j 2 Kin. 18:33
19:1

a Ps. 69:11

19:3

b Cp. Is. 26:18

19:4

c 2 Sam. 16:12

19:6

d Ps. 112:7

e 2 Kin. 18:17

19:7

f vv. 35-37

19:8

g 2 Kin. 18:14,17

19:9

h Cp. 1 Sam.
23:27
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has come out to make war with
you.” So he again sent messengers
to Hezekiah, saying,

10“Thus you shall speak to Heze-
kiah king of Judah, saying: ‘Do not
let your God iin whom you trust de-
ceive you, saying, “Jerusalem shall
not be given into the hand of the
king of Assyria.”

11‘Look! You have heard what the
kings of Assyria have done to all
lands by utterly destroying them;
and shall you be delivered?

12‘Have the gods of the nations
jdelivered those whom my fathers
have destroyed, Gozan and Haran
and Rezeph, and the people of Eden
who were in Telassar?

13‘Where is the king of Hamath,
the king of Arpad, and the king of
the city of Sepharvaim, Hena, and
Ivah?’ ”

Hezekiah’s prayer in the
temple (2 Chr. 32:20; Is. 37:14–20)
14And Hezekiah received the let-

ter from the hand of the messen-

19:1 For parallel accounts, see 2 Kin. 18:13, note.
19:10 trust. Trust is the characteristic OT word for the

NT “faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the OT,
and is the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to take
refuge (Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps. 22:8).
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23 kBy your messengers you have
reproached the Lord,

And said: “By the multitude of
my chariots

I have come up to the height of
the mountains,

To the limits of Lebanon;
I will cut down its tall cedars
And its choice cypress trees;
I will enter the extremity of its

borders,
To its fruitful forest.

24 I have dug and drunk strange
water,

And with the soles of my feet I
have ldried up

All the brooks of defense.”
25 ‘Did you not hear long ago

How I made it,
From ancient times that I

formed it?
Now mI have brought it to pass,
That you should be
For crushing fortified cities into

heaps of ruins.
26 Therefore their inhabitants had

little power;
They were dismayed and

confounded;
They were as the grass of the

field
And the green herb,
As the grass on the housetops
And grain blighted before it is

grown.
27 ‘But nI know your dwelling place,

Your going out and your coming
in,

And your rage against Me.
28 Because your rage against Me

and your tumult
Have come up to My ears,
Therefore I will put My ohook

in your nose
And My bridle in your lips,
And I will turn you back
By the way which you came.

29‘This shall be a psign to you:

You shall eat this year such as
qgrows of itself,

And in the second year what
springs from the same;

Also in the third year sow and
reap,

Plant vineyards and eat the
fruit of them.

gers, and read it; and Hezekiah
went up to the house of the LORD,
and spread it before the LORD.

15Then Hezekiah prayed before
the LORD, and asaid: “O LORD God of
Israel, the One who dwells between
the bcherubim, You are God, You
alone, of all the kingdoms of the
earth. You have made heaven and
earth.

16c“Incline Your ear, O LORD, and
hear; open Your eyes, O LORD, and
see; and hear the words of Sen-
nacherib, which he has sent to re-
proach the living God.

17“Truly, LORD, the kings of Assyr-
ia have laid waste the nations and
their lands,

18“and have cast their gods into
the fire; for they were dnot gods,
but e the work of men’s hands—
wood and stone. Therefore they de-
stroyed them.

19“Now therefore, O LORD our
God, I pray, save us from his hand,
fthat all the kingdoms of the earth
may gknow that You are the LORD
God, You alone.”

The LORD’s second answer through
Isaiah (Is. 37:21–35)

20Then Isaiah the son of Amoz
sent to Hezekiah, saying, “Thus says
the LORD God of Israel: h ‘Because
you have prayed to Me against Sen-
nacherib king of Assyria, I have
iheard.’

21“This is the word which the
LORD has spoken concerning him:

‘The virgin, jthe daughter of
Zion,

Has despised you, laughed you
to scorn;

The daughter of Jerusalem
Has shaken her head behind

your back!
22 ‘Whom have you reproached

and blasphemed?
Against whom have you raised

your voice,
And lifted up your eyes on

high?
Against the Holy One of Israel.
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30 And the aremnant who have
escaped of the house of
Judah

Shall again take root downward,
And bear fruit upward.

31 For out of Jerusalem shall go a
remnant,

And those who escape from
Mount Zion.

The zeal of the LORD of hosts*

will do this.’
32“Therefore thus says the LORD

concerning the king of Assyria:

‘He shall bnot come into this city,
Nor shoot an arrow there,
Nor come before it with shield,
Nor build a siege mound

against it.
33 By the way that he came,

By the same shall he return;
And he shall not come into this

city,’
Says the LORD.

34 ‘For cI will ddefend this city, to
save it

eFor My own sake and for My
servant David’s sake.’ ”

The LORD kills 185,000 Assyrians
(2 Chr. 32:21a; Is. 37:36)

35And fit came to pass on a cer-
tain night that the gangel of the
LORD went out, and hkilled in the
camp of the Assyrians one hundred
and eighty-five thousand; and when
people arose early in the morning,
there were the corpses—all dead.

Sennacherib’s sons assassinate him
(2 Chr. 32:21b; Is. 37:37–38)

36So Sennacherib king of Assyria
departed and went away, returned
home, and remained at Nineveh.

37Now it came to pass, as he was
worshiping in the temple of Nisroch
his god, that his sons iAdrammelech
and Sharezer struck him down with
the sword; and they escaped into
the land of Ararat. Then Esarhaddon
his son reigned in his place.

Hezekiah’s illness and recovery
(2 Chr. 32:24–29; Is. 38)

20IN those days Hezekiah was
sick and near death. And Isa-
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iah the prophet, the son of Amoz,
went to him and said to him, “Thus
says the LORD: ‘Set your house in or-
der, for you shall die, and not
live.’ ”

2Then he turned his face toward
the wall, and prayed to the LORD,
saying,

3“Remember now, O LORD, I
jpray, how I have walked before You
in truth and with a kloyal heart, and
have done what was lgood in Your
sight.” And Hezekiah wept bitterly.

4And it happened, before Isaiah
had gone out into the middle court,
that the word of the LORD came to
him, saying,

5“Return and tell Hezekiah the
m leader of My people, ‘Thus says
the LORD, the God of David your fa-
ther: n“I have heard your prayer, I
have seen oyour tears; surely I will
heal you. On the third day you shall
go up to the house of the LORD.

6“And I will add to your days fif-
teen years. I will deliver you and
this city from the hand of the king
of Assyria; and pI will defend this
city for My own sake, and for the
sake of My servant David.” ’ ”

7Then Isaiah said, “Take a lump
of figs.” So they took and laid it on
the boil, and he recovered.

8And Hezekiah said to Isaiah,
q“What is the sign that the LORD will
heal me, and that I shall go up to the
house of the LORD the third day?”

9Then Isaiah said, “This is the
sign to you from the LORD, that the
LORD will do the thing which He has
rspoken: shall the shadow go for-
ward ten degrees or go backward
ten degrees?”

10And Hezekiah answered, “It is
an easy thing for the shadow to go
down ten degrees; no, but let the
shadow go backward ten degrees.”

11So Isaiah the prophet cried out
to the LORD, and sHe brought the
shadow ten degrees tbackward, by
which it had gone down on the sun-
dial of Ahaz.
*19:31 Following many Hebrew manuscripts and
ancient versions (compare Isaiah 37:32); Masoretic
Text omits of hosts.

20:1 Hezekiah was sick. For parallel accounts, see 2 Kin. 18:13, note.



Babylon; nothing shall be left,’ says
the LORD.

18‘And e they shall take away
some of your sons who will descend
from you, whom you will beget; and
they shall be feunuchs in the palace
of the king of Babylon.’ ”

19So Hezekiah said to Isaiah,
g“The word of the LORD which you
have spoken is good!” For he said,
“Will there not be peace and truth
at least in my days?”

Hezekiah’s death (2 Chr. 32:32–33)
20Now the rest of the acts of Hez-

ekiah—all his might, and how he
hmade a ipool and a tunnel and
brought jwater into the city—are
they not written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Judah?

21So Hezekiah krested with his fa-
thers. Then Manasseh his son
reigned in his place.

Manasseh’s reign; his flagrant
idolatries (2 Chr. 33:1–9)

21MANASSEH was twelve
years old when he became

king, and he reigned fifty-five years
in Jerusalem. His mother’s name
was Hephzibah.

2And he did evil in the sight of the
LORD, according to the abominations

Hezekiah exposes his wealth and
defenses to Babylonian embassy

(2 Chr. 32:25–31; Is. 39)
12At that time Berodach-Baladan*

the son of Baladan, king of Babylon,
sent letters and a apresent to Heze-
kiah, for he heard that Hezekiah
had been sick.

13And Hezekiah bwas attentive to
them, and showed them all the
house of his treasures—the silver
and gold, the spices and precious
ointment, and all* his carmory—all
that was found among his treasures.
There was nothing in his house or
in all his dominion that Hezekiah
did not show them.

14Then Isaiah the prophet went
to King Hezekiah, and said to him,
“What did these men say, and from
where did they come to you?” So
Hezekiah said, “They came from a
far country, from Babylon.”

15And he said, “What have they
seen in your house?” So Hezekiah
answered, “They have seen all that
is in my house; there is nothing
among my treasures that I have not
shown them.”

16Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah,
“Hear the word of the LORD:

17‘Behold, the days are coming
when all that is in your house, and
what your fathers have accumulat-
ed until this day, dshall be carried to
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*20:12 Spelled Merodach-Baladan in Isaiah 39:1
*20:13 Following many Hebrew manuscripts,
Syriac, and Targum; Masoretic Text omits all.

20:18 and they shall be eunuchs. Fulfilled, Dan. 1:3–7.

20:20 KING HEZEKIAH’S ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Accomplishment Reference
Reopened the Temple in Jerusalem 2 Chronicles 29:3
Initiated religious reform:

Destroyed all idols and altars 2 Kings 18:4; 2 Chronicles 31
Sanctified the desecrated vessels for Temple use 2 Chronicles 29:18–19

Sacrifices presented with songs and music 2 Chronicles 29:25–30
Observed Passover in Jerusalem 2 Chronicles 30
Reinstated observance of Mosaic law 2 Chronicles 29; 30:16
Organized priests and Levites 2 Chronicles 29:4–15; 31:2
Reinstated the tithe 2 Chronicles 31:4–10
Initiated a defense program

Built fortifications 2 Chronicles 32
Had shields and weapons made 2 Chronicles 32:5

Organized army under commanders 2 Chronicles 32:6
Constructed a tunnel for water 2 Kings 20:20; 2 Chronicles 32:30

Reassured the people that God would help them fight 2 Chronicles 32:1–8



of the nations whom the LORD had
cast out before the children of Israel.

3For he rebuilt the ahigh places
which Hezekiah his father had bde-
stroyed; he raised up altars for Baal,
and made a wooden image, cas
Ahab king of Israel had done; and
he worshiped all the host of heav-
en* and served them.

4He also built altars din the house
of the LORD, of which the LORD had
said, “In eJerusalem I will put My
name.”

5And he built altars for all the
host of heaven in the ftwo courts of
the house of the LORD.

6gAlso he made his son pass
through the fire, practiced hsooth-
saying, used witchcraft, and consult-
ed spiritists and mediums. He did
much evil in the sight of the LORD,
to provoke Him to anger.

7He even set a carved image of
iAsherah that he had made, in the
house of which the LORD had said to
David and to Solomon his son, “In
this house and in Jerusalem, which
I have chosen out of all the tribes of
Israel, I will put My name jforever;

8“and I will not make the feet of
Israel wander anymore from the land
which I gave their fathers—only if
they are careful to do according to all
that I have commanded them, and
according to all the law that My ser-
vant kMoses commanded them.”

9But they paid no attention, and
Manasseh seduced them to do more
evil than the nations whom the
LORD had destroyed before the chil-
dren of Israel.

Manasseh rebuked (2 Chr. 33:10)
10And the LORD spoke lby His ser-

vants the prophets, saying,
11m“Because Manasseh king of Ju-

dah has done these abominations
(nhe has acted more wickedly than
all the oAmorites who were before
him, and has also made Judah sin
with his idols),

12“therefore thus says the LORD
God of Israel: ‘Behold, I am bringing
such calamity upon Jerusalem and
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Judah, that whoever hears of it,
both phis ears will tingle.

13‘And I will stretch over Jeru-
salem the measuring q line of
Samaria and the plummet of the
house of Ahab; rI will wipe Jeru-
salem as one wipes a dish, wiping it
and turning it upside down.

14‘So I will forsake the sremnant
of My inheritance and deliver them
into the hand of their enemies; and
they shall become victims of plun-
der to all their enemies,

15‘because they have done evil in
My sight, and have provoked Me to
anger since the day their fathers
came out of Egypt, even to this
day.’ ”

Manasseh’s further sins;
his death (2 Chr. 33:11–20)

16 tMoreover Manasseh shed very
much innocent blood, till he had
filled Jerusalem from one end to an-
other, besides his sin by which he
made Judah sin, in doing evil in the
sight of the LORD.

17Now the urest of the acts of
vManasseh—all that he did, and the
sin that he committed—are they
not written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Judah?

18So Manasseh rested with his fa-
thers, and was buried in the garden
of his own house, in the garden of
Uzza. Then his son Amon reigned
in his place.

Amon reigns over Judah
(2 Chr. 33:20–23)

19wAmon was twenty-two years
old when he became king, and he
reigned two years in Jerusalem. His
mother’s name was Meshullemeth
the daughter of Haruz of Jotbah.

20And he did evil in the sight of
the LORD, as his father Manasseh
had done.

21So he walked in all the ways
that his father had walked; and he
served the idols that his father had
served, and worshiped them.

22He xforsook the LORD God of his
*21:3 The gods of the Assyrians

21:3 wooden image. These were “groves” (Hebrew
asherim) devoted to the worship of Asherah, who was the
Babylonian goddess Ishtar, the Aphrodite of the Greeks,

the Venus of the Romans. See Judg. 2:13, note.
21:19 became king. 642 B.C.



that he may count the money hwhich
has been brought into the house of
the LORD, which the doorkeepers
have gathered from the people.

5“And let them ideliver it into the
hand of those doing the work, who
are the overseers in the house of
the LORD; let them give it to those
who are in the house of the LORD
doing the work, to repair the dam-
ages of the house—

6“to carpenters and builders and
masons—and to buy timber and
hewn stone to repair the house.

7“However there need be jno ac-
counting made with them of the
money delivered into their hand,
because they deal faithfully.”

Hilkiah discovers the Book
of the Law (2 Chr. 34:14–21)

8Then Hilkiah the high priest said
to Shaphan the scribe, k“I have
found the Book of the Law in the
house of the LORD.” And Hilkiah
gave the book to Shaphan, and he
read it.

9So Shaphan the scribe went to
the king, bringing the king word,
saying, “Your servants have gath-
ered the money that was found in
the house, and have delivered it into
the hand of those who do the work,
who oversee the house of the LORD.”

10Then Shaphan the scribe
showed the king, saying, “Hilkiah
the priest has given me a book.”
And Shaphan read it before the king.

“By the law is the knowledge of sin”
11Now it happened, when the

king heard the words of the Book of
the Law, that he tore his clothes.

12Then the king commanded Hil-

fathers, and did not walk in the way
of the LORD.

Amon assassinated by his servants;
Josiah reigns over Judah

(2 Chr. 33:24–25)
23Then the servants of aAmon

bconspired against him, and killed
the king in his own house.

24But the people of the land cexe-
cuted all those who had conspired
against King Amon. Then the peo-
ple of the land made his son Josiah
king in his place.

25Now the rest of the acts of
Amon which he did, are they not
written in the book of the chroni-
cles of the kings of Judah?

26And he was buried in his tomb
in the garden of Uzza. Then Josiah
his son reigned in his place.

Josiah’s upright life (2 Chr. 34:1–7)

22 dJOSIAH was eight years old
when he became king, and

he reigned thirty-one years in
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was
Jedidah the daughter of Adaiah of
eBozkath.

2And he did what was right in the
sight of the LORD, and walked in all
the ways of his father David; he fdid
not turn aside to the right hand or
to the left.

Josiah repairs the temple
(2 Chr. 34:8–13)

3gNow it came to pass, in the
eighteenth year of King Josiah, that
the king sent Shaphan the scribe,
the son of Azaliah, the son of Me-
shullam, to the house of the LORD,
saying:

4“Go up to Hilkiah the high priest,
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22:1 became king. 640 B.C.

Josiah: whom Jehovah heals. The child king who
brought Judah back to serving the Lord. He repaired
the temple and reinstated the reading of the Law.

22:8 found the Book of the Law. This passage (vv. 8–10)
has been used to teach that Deuteronomy was the book
found, and that it was composed as a “pious fraud” in the
time of Josiah (621 B.C.) to bring about centralization of
worship in Jerusalem. From the distinctive use of the names
of Deity, the laws peculiar to Deuteronomy, the nature of
the commands which presuppose the wilderness wander-
ings and the prospective entrance into Canaan, the minute-

ly accurate geographical data employed, and the evident
anachronism of emphasizing centralization of worship in
Jerusalem in 621 B.C. after the deportation of the northern
kingdom, conservative scholars have consistently held to
the Mosaic authorship (15th Cent. B.C.) of the book. Fur-
thermore, not only Deuteronomy but the entire Pentateuch
was doubtless indicated by the term, “the Book of the Law.”

22:12 Achbor. Or Abdon, the son of Micah, 2 Chr.
34:20.

22:14 Huldah. There were other women who had the
gift of prophecy, e.g. Miriam, the sister of Moses (Ex.
15:20), and Deborah (Judg. 4:4). Tikvah. Or Tokhath,
2 Chr. 34:22.



kiah the priest, aAhikam the son of
Shaphan, Achbor the son of Micha-
iah, Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah
a servant of the king, saying,

13“Go, inquire of the LORD for
me, for the people and for all Judah,
concerning the words of this book
that has been found; for great is the
wrath of the LORD that is aroused
against us, because our fathers have
not obeyed the words of this book,
to do according to all that is written
concerning us.”

14So Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam,
Achbor, Shaphan, and Asaiah went
to Huldah the prophetess, the wife
of Shallum the son of Tikvah, the
son of Harhas, keeper of the
wardrobe. (She dwelt in Jerusalem
in the Second Quarter.) And they
spoke with her.

Huldah the prophetess speaks
(2 Chr. 34:22–28)

15Then she said to them, “Thus
says the LORD God of Israel, ‘Tell the
man who sent you to Me,

16“Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, bI
will bring calamity on this place and
on its inhabitants—all the words of
the book which the king of Judah
has read—

17c ‘because they have forsaken
Me and burned incense to other
gods, that they might provoke Me
to anger with all the works of their
hands. Therefore My wrath shall be
aroused against this place and shall
not be quenched.’ ” ’

18“But as for the dking of Judah,
who sent you to inquire of the
LORD, in this manner you shall
speak to him, ‘Thus says the LORD
God of Israel: “Concerning the
words which you have heard—

19e“because your heart was ten-
der, and you fhumbled yourself be-
fore the LORD when you heard what
I spoke against this place and
against its inhabitants, that they
would become a gdesolation and a
curse, and you tore your clothes and
wept before Me, I also have heard
you,” says the LORD.

20“Surely, therefore, I will gather
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you to your fathers, and you shall be
gathered to your grave in peace; and
your eyes shall not see all the
calamity which I will bring on this
place.” ’ ” So they brought back
word to the king.

Josiah reads the Law to the people
(2 Chr. 34:29–30)

23NOW the king sent them to
gather all the helders of Ju-

dah and Jerusalem to him.
2The king went up to the house of

the LORD with all the men of Judah,
and with him all the inhabitants of
Jerusalem—the priests and the
prophets and all the people, both
small and great. And he iread in
their hearing all the words of the
Book of the Covenant jwhich had
been found in the house of the LORD.

Josiah’s covenant (2 Chr. 34:31–32)
3Then the king kstood by a pillar

and made a lcovenant before the
LORD, to follow the LORD and to keep
His commandments and His testi-
monies and His statutes, with all his
heart and all his soul, to perform the
words of this covenant that were
written in this book. And all the peo-
ple took a stand for the covenant.

Josiah’s further reformations
(2 Chr. 34:33)

4And the king commanded Hilki-
ah the high priest, the mpriests of
the second order, and the doorkeep-
ers, to nbring out of the temple of
the LORD all the articles that were
made for Baal, for Asherah, and for
all the host of heaven;* and he
burned them outside Jerusalem in
the fields of Kidron, and carried
their ashes to Bethel.

5Then he removed the idolatrous
priests whom the kings of Judah had
ordained to burn incense on the
ohigh places in the cities of Judah
and in the places all around Jeru-
salem, and those who burned in-
cense to Baal, to the sun, to the
moon, to the constellations, and to
all the host of heaven.
*23:4 The gods of the Assyrians

23:4 Asherah was the Babylonian goddess Ishtar, the Aphrodite of the Greeks, the Venus of the Romans. See Judg.
2:13, note.



abomination of the people of Am-
mon.

14And he qbroke in pieces the sa-
cred pillars and cut down the wood-
en images, and filled their places
with the rbones of men.

15Moreover the altar that was at
Bethel, and the high place swhich
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who
made Israel sin, had made, both
that altar and the high place he
broke down; and he burned the
high place and crushed it to pow-
der, and burned the wooden image.

16As Josiah turned, he saw the
tombs that were there on the moun-
tain. And he sent and took the
bones out of the tombs and burned
them on the altar, and defiled it ac-
cording to the tword of the LORD
which the man of God proclaimed,
who proclaimed these words.

17Then he said, “What gravestone
is this that I see?” So the men of the
city told him, “It is the tomb of the
man of God who came from Judah
and proclaimed these things which
you have done against the altar of
Bethel.”

18And he said, “Let him alone; let
no one move his bones.” So they let
his bones alone, with the bones of
the uprophet who came from
Samaria.

19Now Josiah also took away all
the shrines of the high places that
were v in the cities of Samaria,
which the kings of Israel had made
to provoke the LORD* to anger; and
he did to them according to all the
deeds he had done in Bethel.

20He wexecuted all the priests of
the high places who were there, on
the altars, and burned men’s bones
on them; and he returned to
Jerusalem.

Passover reinstituted (2 Chr. 35:1–19)
21Then the king commanded all

the people, saying, x“Keep the Pass-

6And he brought out the awooden
image from the house of the LORD,
to the Brook Kidron outside Jeru-
salem, burned it at the Brook Kid-
ron and ground it to bashes, and
threw its ashes on the cgraves of the
common people.

7Then he tore down the ritual
booths of the dperverted persons*

that were in the house of the LORD,
ewhere the fwomen wove hangings
for the gwooden image.

8And he brought all the priests
from the cities of Judah, and defiled
the high places where the priests
had burned incense, from Geba to
Beersheba; also he broke down the
high places at the gates which were
at the entrance of the Gate of Josh-
ua the governor of the city, which
were to the left of the city gate.

9hNevertheless the priests of the
high places did not come up to the
altar of the LORD in Jerusalem, ibut
they ate unleavened bread among
their brethren.

10And he defiled jTopheth, which
is in the kValley of the Son* of Hin-
nom, lthat no man might make his
son or his daughter mpass through
the fire to Molech.

11Then he removed the horses
that the kings of Judah had dedicat-
ed to the sun, at the entrance to the
house of the LORD, by the chamber
of Nathan-Melech, the officer who
was in the court; and he burned the
chariots of the sun with fire.

12The altars that were non the
roof, the upper chamber of Ahaz,
which the kings of Judah had made,
and the altars which oManasseh had
made in the two courts of the house
of the LORD, the king broke down
and pulverized there, and threw
their dust into the Brook Kidron.

13Then the king defiled the high
places that were east of Jerusalem,
which were on the south of the
Mount of Corruption, which pSolo-
mon king of Israel had built for Ash-
toreth the abomination of the Sido-
nians, for Chemosh the abomination
of the Moabites, and for Milcom the
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i 1 Sam. 2:36
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7:31-32
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l Lev. 18:21;
Deut. 18:10;
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*23:7 Hebrew qedeshim, that is, those practicing
sodomy and prostitution in religious rituals
*23:10 Kethib reads Sons. *23:19 Following
Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate; Masoretic Text and
Targum omit the LORD.

23:13 Ashtoreth. These were figures of Ashtoreth (see
1 Kin. 11:5), the equivalent of the Phoenician goddess of
fertility, Astarte (see Deut. 16:21, note), which were wor-

shiped as idols during times of spiritual declension in Isra-
el (Judg. 2:13; 10:6; 1 Sam. 7:3–4; 12:10; 31:10; 1 Kin.
11:5,33).



over to the LORD your God, aas it is
written in this Book of the Cov-
enant.”

22Such a Passover surely had nev-
er been held since the days of the
judges who judged Israel, nor in all
the days of the kings of Israel and
the kings of Judah.

23But in the eighteenth year of
King Josiah this Passover was held
before the LORD in Jerusalem.

24Moreover Josiah put away those
who consulted mediums and spirit-
ists, the household gods and idols,
all the abominations that were seen
in the land of Judah and in Jeru-
salem, that he might perform the
words of the law bwhich were writ-
ten in the book c that Hilkiah the
priest found in the house of the
LORD.

25Now before him there was no
king dlike him, who turned to the
LORD with all his heart, with all his
soul, and with all his might, accord-
ing to all the Law of Moses; nor af-
ter him did any arise like him.

26Nevertheless the LORD did not
turn from the fierceness of His great
wrath, with which His anger was
aroused against Judah, ebecause of
all the provocations with which Ma-
nasseh had provoked Him.

27And the LORD said, “I will also
remove Judah from My sight, as fI
have removed Israel, and will cast
off this city Jerusalem which I have
chosen, and the house of which I
said, g‘My name shall be there.’ ”

28Now the rest of the acts of Josi-
ah, and all that he did, are they not
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(OT), Ex. 30:13,
note
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c 2 Kin. 22:8
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written in the book of the chroni-
cles of the kings of Judah?

Josiah dies (2 Chr. 35:20–27)
29hIn his days Pharaoh Necho king

of Egypt went to the aid of the king
of Assyria, to the River Euphrates;
and King Josiah went against him.
And Pharaoh Necho killed him at
iMegiddo when he jconfronted him.

30Then his servants moved his
body in a chariot from Megiddo,
brought him to Jerusalem, and
buried him in his own tomb. kAnd
the people of the land took Jehoahaz
the son of Josiah, anointed him, and
made him king in his father’s place.

Jehoahaz reigns; he is dethroned
(2 Chr. 36:1–3)

31 Jehoahaz was twenty-three
years old when he became king,
and he reigned three months in
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was
lHamutal the daughter of Jeremiah
of Libnah.

32And he did evil in the sight of
the LORD, according to all that his fa-
thers had done.

33Now Pharaoh Necho put him in
prison at mRiblah in the land of Ha-
math, that he might not reign in
Jerusalem; and he imposed on the
land a tribute of one hundred ntal-
ents of silver and a talent of gold.

Jehoiakim is made king by
Pharaoh Necho (2 Chr. 36:4–5)

34Then Pharaoh Necho made
oEliakim the son of Josiah king in
place of his father Josiah, and

23:31 Jehoahaz. Or Shallum, Jer. 22:11. became king.
608 B.C.

Jehoahaz: whom Jehovah hold fast. Son of Josiah,
king of Judah. He ruled for only three months before
being taken captive by Pharaoh Necho.

23:22 PASSOVER OBSERVANCES IN THE BIBLE

The Passover was to be observed every year; however, the Bible only records the following occurrences.

Occasion Reference
The first Passover observed in Egypt Exodus 12:14
First Passover in the Promised Land Joshua 5:10
King Hezekiah observes Passover 2 Chronicles 30:1–20
King Josiah observes Passover 2 Kings 23:21–23
First Passover observance after captivity Ezra 6:19–21
Christ and His disciples observe Passover Matthew 26:17



thers. Then Jehoiachin his son
reigned in his place.

7And the king of kEgypt did not
come out of his land anymore, for
the king of Babylon had taken all
that belonged to the king of Egypt
from the Brook of Egypt to the River
Euphrates.

8 Jehoiachin was leighteen years
old when he became king, and he
reigned in Jerusalem three months.
His mother’s name was Nehushta
the daughter of Elnathan of Jeru-
salem.

9And he did evil in the sight of
the LORD, according to all that his fa-
ther had done.

The first deportation to Babylon;
Jehoiachin is taken captive

(2 Chr. 36:10)
10At that time the servants of

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
came up against m Jerusalem, and
the city was besieged.

11And Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon came against the city, as his
servants were besieging it.

12Then Jehoiachin king of Judah,
his mother, his servants, his princes,
and his officers went out to the king
of Babylon; and the king of Babylon,
in the eighth year of his reign, took
him prisoner.

13And he carried out from there
all the treasures of the house of the
LORD and the treasures of the king’s
house, and he ncut in pieces all the
articles of gold which Solomon king
of Israel had made in the temple of
the LORD, oas the LORD had said.

14Also phe carried into captivity
all Jerusalem: all the captains and all
the mighty men of valor, ten thou-
sand captives, and all the craftsmen
and smiths. None remained except
the poorest people of the land.

15And he qcarried Jehoiachin cap-
tive to Babylon. The king’s mother,
the king’s wives, his officers, and the
mighty of the land he carried into
captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon.

achanged his name to bJehoiakim.
And Pharaoh took Jehoahaz cand
went to Egypt, and he* died there.

35So Jehoiakim gave the silver
and gold to Pharaoh; but he dtaxed
the land to give money according to
the command of Pharaoh; he exact-
ed the silver and gold from the peo-
ple of the land, from every one ac-
cording to his assessment, to give it
to Pharaoh Necho.

36Jehoiakim was twenty-five years
old when he became king, and he
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem.
His mother’s name was Zebudah
the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah.

37And he did evil in the sight of
the LORD, according to all that his fa-
thers had done.

Jehoiakim becomes subservient to
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon

(2 Chr. 36:6–7)

24IN ehis days Nebuchadnez-
zar king of fBabylon came

up, and Jehoiakim became his vassal
for three years. Then he turned and
rebelled against him.

2And the LORD sent against him
raiding gbands of Chaldeans, bands
of Syrians, bands of Moabites, and
bands of the people of Ammon; He
sent them against Judah to destroy
it, haccording to the word of the
LORD which He had spoken by His
servants the prophets.

3Surely at the commandment of
the LORD this came upon Judah, to
remove them from His sight be-
cause of the sins of Manasseh, ac-
cording to all that he had done,

4and also because of the iinnocent
blood that he had shed; for he had
filled Jerusalem with innocent blood,
which the LORD would not pardon.

Jehoiakim dies; Jehoiachin
reigns (2 Chr. 36:8–9)

5Now the rest of the acts of Je-
hoiakim, and all that he did, are
they not written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Judah?

6So Jehoiakim jrested with his fa-
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*23:34 That is, Jehoahaz

Jehoiakim: Jehovah has set up. Son of Josiah. He was
made king of Judah by Pharaoh Necho after taking Je-
hoahaz into captivity.

24:8 became king. 597 B.C.
24:12 Jehoiachin. Or Jeconiah, Jer. 29:1–2. the king of

Babylon. In Nebuchadnezzar’s eighth year. Compare Jer.
25:1.



16All the valiant men, seven
thousand, and craftsmen and
smiths, one thousand, all who were
strong and fit for war, these the
king of Babylon brought captive to
Babylon.

24:17

a Jer. 37:1
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Nebuchadnezzar makes Zedekiah

(Mattaniah) king (2 Chr. 36:10–12)
17Then the aking of Babylon made

Mattaniah, Jehoiachin’s* uncle, king

*24:17 Literally his

24:10 THE KINGS OF ISRAEL AND JUDAH

Name Length of Reign Religious Status Reference

K I N G S  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  K I N G D O M
Saul 40 years Mostly evil 1 Samuel 15:26
David 40 years Righteous 2 Samuel 5:10
Solomon 40 years Mostly righteous 1 Kings 3:3

K I N G S  O F  I S R A E L
Jeroboam I 22 years Evil 1 Kings 13:33
Nadab 2 years Evil 1 Kings 15:26
Baasha 24 years Evil 1 Kings 15:34
Elah 2 years Evil 1 Kings 16:13
Zimri 7 days Evil 1 Kings 16:19
Tibni 5 years Evil 1 Kings 16:21
Omri 12 years Evil 1 Kings 16:25
Ahab 22 years Evil 1 Kings 16:30
Ahaziah 2 years Evil 1 Kings 22:52
Jehoram (Joram) 12 years Evil 2 Kings 3:2
Jehu 28 years Mostly evil 2 Kings 10:28,31
Jehoahaz 17 years Evil 2 Kings 13:2
Jehoash 16 years Evil 2 Kings 13:11
Jeroboam II 41 years Evil 2 Kings 14:24
Zechariah 6 months Evil 2 Kings 15:9
Shallum 1 month Evil 2 Kings 15:10
Menahem 10 years Evil 2 Kings 15:18
Pekahiah 2 years Evil 2 Kings 15:24
Pekah 20 years Evil 2 Kings 15:28
Hoshea 9 years Mostly evil 2 Kings 17:2

K I N G S  O F  J U D A H
Rehoboam 17 years Evil 1 Kings 14:22
Abijam (Abijah) 3 years Evil 1 Kings 15:3
Asa 41 years Righteous 1 Kings 15:11
Jehoshaphat 25 years Righteous 2 Chronicles 17:3
Jehoram 8 years Evil 2 Kings 8:19
Ahaziah 1 year Evil 2 Kings 8:27
Queen Athaliah 7 years Evil 2 Kings 11:1
Joash (Jehoash) 40 years Righteous 2 Kings 12:2
Amaziah 29 years Mostly righteous 2 Kings 14:3–4
Azariah (Uzziah) 52 years Righteous 2 Kings 15:3
Jotham 16 years Righteous 2 Kings 15:34
Ahaz 16 years Evil 2 Kings 16:2–3
Hezekiah 29 years Righteous 2 Kings 18:3
Manasseh 55 years Evil 2 Kings 21:2
Amon 2 years Evil 2 Kings 21:20
Josiah 31 years Righteous 2 Kings 22:2
Jehoahaz 3 months Evil 2 Kings 23:32
Jehoiakim 11 years Evil 2 Kings 23:37
Jehoiachin 3 months Evil 2 Kings 24:9
Zedekiah 11 years Evil 2 Kings 24:19



him in the plains of Jericho. All his
army was scattered from him.

6So they took the king and
gbrought him up to the king of Bab-
ylon at Riblah, and they pronounced
judgment on him.

7hThen they killed the sons of
iZedekiah before his eyes, put out
the eyes of Zedekiah, bound him
with bronze fetters, and took him to
Babylon.

Jerusalem burned; temple plundered,
nobles put to death (2 Chr. 36:17–21)

8 jAnd in the fifth month, on the
seventh day of the month (which
was the knineteenth year of King
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon),
Nebuzaradan the captain of the
guard, a servant of the king of Bab-
ylon, came to Jerusalem.

9He lburned the house of the LORD
and the king’s house; all the houses
of Jerusalem, that is, all the houses of
the great, he mburned with fire.

10And all the army of the
Chaldeans who were with the cap-
tain of the guard nbroke down the
walls of Jerusalem all around.

11Then Nebuzaradan the captain
of the guard carried away captive
the rest of the people who remained
in the city and the defectors who
had deserted to the king of Babylon,
with the rest of the multitude.

12But the captain of the guard
oleft some of the poor of the land as
vinedressers and farmers.

13pThe bronze pillars that were in
the house of the LORD, and the carts
and the bronze Sea that were in the
house of the LORD, the Chaldeans
broke in pieces, and qcarried their
bronze to Babylon.

14They also took away the pots,
the shovels, the trimmers, the

in his place, and changed his name
to aZedekiah.

18bZedekiah was twenty-one
years old when he became king,
and he reigned eleven years in Jeru-
salem. His mother’s name was Ha-
mutal the daughter of Jeremiah of
Libnah.

19He also did evil in the sight of
the LORD, according to all that Je-
hoiakim had done.

Zedekiah rebels (2 Chr. 36:13–16)
20For because of the anger of the

LORD this happened in Jerusalem
and Judah, that He finally cast them
out from His presence. Then Zede-
kiah rebelled against the king of
Babylon.

Nebuchadnezzar besieges Jerusalem
(2 Chr. 36:1–4; Jer. 39:8–10)

25NOW it came to pass in the
ninth year of his reign, in the

tenth month, on the tenth day of
the month, that Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon and all his army
came against c Jerusalem and en-
camped against it; and they built a
dsiege wall against it all around.

2So the city was besieged until
the eleventh year of King Zedekiah.

3By the ninth day of the fourth
month the efamine had become so
severe in the city that there was no
food for the people of the land.

Zedekiah is taken captive
4Then the city wall was fbroken

through, and all the men of war fled
at night by way of the gate between
two walls, which was by the king’s
garden, even though the Chaldeans
were still encamped all around
against the city. And the king* went
by way of the plain.

5But the army of the Chaldeans
pursued the king, and they overtook
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i Ezek. 17:16
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25:12

o 2 Kin. 24:14;
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21; 2 Chr.
36:20. (Deut.
28:49; Rev.
16:19, note)

550 2 KINGS 24:18—25:14

*25:4 Literally he

24:18 became king. 597 B.C.
25:1 tenth month. This is the month of Tebeth in the

Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of December–January. For more information on the
Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

25:3 fourth month. This is the month of Tammuz in the
Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of June–July. For more information on the Hebrew
religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

25:4 plain. Arabah in Hebrew. When used with the
definite article only, it refers to the valley which runs from
the Sea of Galilee to the Gulf of Aqabah. South of the Dead
Sea the name is still retained (Wady el-Arabah).

25:8 fifth month. This is the month of Ab in the He-
brew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of July–August. For more information on the He-
brew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2. came
to Jerusalem. 586 B.C.



spoons, and all the bronze utensils
with which the priests ministered.

15The firepans and the basins, the
things of solid gold and solid silver,
the captain of the guard took away.

16The two pillars, one Sea, and
the carts, which Solomon had made
for the house of the LORD, the
bronze of all these articles was abe-
yond measure.

17The height of one pillar was
eighteen bcubits, and the capital on
it was of bronze. The height of the
capital was three cubits, and the
network and pomegranates all
around the capital were all of
bronze. The second pillar was the
same, with a network.

18And the ccaptain of the guard
took dSeraiah the chief priest,
eZephaniah the second priest, and
the three doorkeepers.

19He also ftook out of the city an
officer who had charge of the men
of war, five men of the king’s close
associates who were found in the
city, the chief recruiting officer of
the army, who mustered the people
of the land, and sixty men of the
people of the land who were found
in the city.

20So Nebuzaradan, captain of the
guard, took these and brought them
to the king of Babylon at Riblah.

21Then the king of Babylon struck
them and put them to death at Rib-
lah in the land of Hamath. Thus Ju-
dah was carried away captive from
its own land.

Gedaliah appointed governor
22gThen he made Gedaliah the

son of hAhikam, the son of Sha-
phan, governor over the people
who remained in the land of Judah,
whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Bab-
ylon had left.

23Now when all the captains of
the armies, they and their men,
heard that the king of Babylon had
made Gedaliah governor, they icame
to Gedaliah at Mizpah—Ishmael the

25:25

j Jer. 41:1-3

25:26

k Jer. 43:4-7
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a 1 Kin. 7:47

25:17

b See Weights and
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g Jer. 40:5
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son of Nethaniah, Johanan the son
of Careah, Seraiah the son of Tan-
humeth the Netophathite, and Jaaza-
niah* the son of a Maachathite, they
and their men.

24And Gedaliah took an oath be-
fore them and their men, and said
to them, “Do not be afraid of the
servants of the Chaldeans. Dwell in
the land and serve the king of Bab-
ylon, and it shall be well with you.”

Gedaliah assassinated;
people flee to Egypt

25But it happened in the seventh
month that Ishmael the son of Neth-
aniah, the son of Elishama, of the
royal family, came with ten men
and jstruck and killed Gedaliah, the
Jews, as well as the Chaldeans who
were with him at Mizpah.

26And all the people, small and
great, and the captains of the ar-
mies, arose and kwent to Egypt; for
they were afraid of the Chaldeans.
*25:23 Spelled Jezaniah in Jeremiah 40:8

25:25 seventh month. This is the month of Tishri (or
Ethanim) in the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to
the modern months of September–October. For more in-
formation on the Hebrew religious calendar, see the note
at Lev. 23:2.
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gave him a more prominent seat
than those of the kings who were
with him in Babylon.

29So Jehoiachin changed from his
prison garments, and he date bread
regularly before the king all the days
of his life.

30And as for his provisions, there
was a regular ration given him by
the king, a portion for each day, all
the days of his life.

Jehoiachin, king of Judah,
freed from prison

27aNow it came to pass in the
thirty-seventh year of the bcaptivity
of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the
twelfth month, on the twenty-sev-
enth day of the month, that Evil-
Merodach* king of Babylon, in the
year that he began to reign, cre-
leased Jehoiachin king of Judah
from prison.

28He spoke kindly to him, and

25:29

d 2 Sam. 9:7

25:27

a vv. 27-30; cp.
Jer. 52:31-34

b 2 Kin. 24:12,15

c Gen. 40:13,20

552 2 KINGS 25:27–30

*25:27 Literally Man of Marduk

25:27 twelfth month. This is the month of Adar in the
Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of February–March. For more information on the

Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.
reign. 561 B.C.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Unknown Genealogy and History 5th Cent. B.C.

Background
First and Second Chronicles formed one book in the old Hebrew canon. The two books embody many of the events
recorded in 1 and 2 Kings, being devoted to the history of Judah from the time of Saul’s death to the Babylonian captiv-
ity. They were composed much later than the Books of the Kings, possibly during the captivity, and were written, for the
most part, from the priestly point of view. For this reason, 1 Chronicles begins with the most extensive collection of
genealogical records in the Bible, the purpose of which is to draw all lines of redemptive history to their focal point in
David. Much emphasis is placed upon the dedication and services of the Temple and the ministry of the Levites.

The account in 1 Chronicles of Judah under David and Solomon omits certain of the darker incidents included in 1 and
2 Kings. The northern kingdom (Israel) is not in view in the Books of the Chronicles, except as it relates to Judah.

Some portions of this book are unique in the historical records, for example David’s preparation of material for build-
ing the Temple (22:1–5), the divisions of personnel ministering in the Temple (chapters 23–27), and David’s final exhor-
tation to Israel and Solomon (chapters 28–29).

Outline
First Chronicles may be divided as follows:

I. Genealogies of the Patriarchs and the Twelve Sons of Israel 1:1—9:44
A. The Genealogy from Adam to Abraham 1:1–27
B. The Genealogy from Abraham to Jacob 1:28–54
C. The Genealogy of the Twelve Sons of Jacob (Israel) 2:1–55
D. The Genealogy of the Family of David 3:1–24
E. The Genealogy of the Twelve Tribes 4:1—8:40
F. The Genealogy of the Inhabitants of Jerusalem 9:1–34
G. The Genealogy of Saul 9:35–44

II. The Last Days and Death of King Saul 10:1–14
III. The Reign of David 11:1—29:30

A. David in Jerusalem 11:1–9
B. Roll of David’s Men 11:10—12:40
C. Sin at the Ark 13:1–14
D. Prosperous Reign 14:1–17
E. Ark Brought to Jerusalem 15:1—16:43
F. The Davidic Covenant 17:1–27
G. Fullness of David’s Kingdom 18:1–17
H. David at War 19:1—20:8
I. Plague resulting from Sin of Numbering the People 21:1–30
J. Temple Begun 22:1–19

K. Organizing of Israel 23:1—28:8
L. Charge to Solomon 28:9–21

M. Solomon Enthroned 29:1–25
N. Death of David 29:26–30

THE FIRST BOOK OF THE

C H R O N I C L E S



the name of one was Peleg, for in
his days the earth was divided; and
his brother’s name was Joktan.

20Joktan begot Almodad, Sheleph,
Hazarmaveth, Jerah,

21Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah,
22Ebal, Abimael, Sheba,
23Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All

these were the sons of Joktan.

Shem to Abraham (Gen. 11:10–26)
24kShem, Arphaxad, Shelah,
25Eber, Peleg, Reu,
26Serug, Nahor, Terah,
27and lAbram, who is Abraham.
28The msons of Abraham were

Isaac and Ishmael.

Ishmael’s sons (Gen. 25:12–19)
29nThese are their genealogies:

The firstborn of Ishmael was Neba-
joth; then Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam,

30Mishma, Dumah, Massa, Ha-
dad,* Tema,

31Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah.
These were the sons of Ishmael.

Keturah’s sons (Gen. 25:1–4)
32Now the osons born to Keturah,

Abraham’s concubine, were Zimran,
Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak,
and Shuah. The sons of Jokshan
were Sheba and Dedan.

33The sons of Midian were
Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida, and
Eldaah. All these were the children
of Keturah.

Sons of Isaac (Gen. 25:19–26)
34And Abraham begot Isaac. The

psons of Isaac were Esau and Israel.

I. Genealogies of the Patriarchs
and the Twelve Sons of Israel, 1—9

Adam to Noah (Gen. 5:1–32)

1 aADAM, bSeth, Enosh,
2Cainan,* Mahalalel, Jared,

3Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech,
4cNoah,* Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

Sons of Japheth (Gen. 10:2–5)
5The dsons of Japheth were Go-

mer, eMagog, Madai, Javan, Tubal,
Meshech, and Tiras.

6The sons of Gomer were Ashke-
naz, Diphath, and Togarmah.

7The sons of Javan were Elishah,
Tarshishah,* Kittim, and Rodanim.

Sons of Ham (Gen. 10:6–21)
8The fsons of Ham were Cush,

Mizraim, Put, and Canaan.
9The sons of Cush were Seba, Hav-

ilah, Sabta,* Raama,* and Sabtecha.
The sons of Raama were Sheba and
Dedan.

10Cush begot gNimrod; he began
to be a mighty one on the earth.

11Mizraim begot Ludim, Anamim,
Lehabim, Naphtuhim,

12Pathrusim, Casluhim (from
whom came the Philistines and the
Caphtorim).

13hCanaan begot Sidon, his first-
born, and Heth;

14the Jebusite, the Amorite, and
the Girgashite;

15the Hivite, the Arkite, and the
Sinite;

16the Arvadite, the Zemarite, and
the Hamathite.

Sons of Shem (Gen. 10:22–31)
17The isons of Shem were Elam,

Asshur, jArphaxad, Lud, Aram, Uz,
Hul, Gether, and Meshech.

18Arphaxad begot Shelah, and
Shelah begot Eber.

19To Eber were born two sons:
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*1:2 Hebrew Qenan *1:4 Following Masoretic
Text and Vulgate; Septuagint adds the sons of Noah.
*1:7 Spelled Tarshish in Genesis 10:4
*1:9 Spelled Sabtah in Genesis 10:7 * Spelled
Raamah in Genesis 10:7 *1:30 Spelled Hadar in
Genesis 25:15

Noah: rest. A righteous, God-fearing man who
obeyed God’s order to build an ark thus saving him-
self, his family and the living creatures on earth from a
devastating flood.

1:6 Diphath. Or Riphath, Gen. 10:3.
1:7 Rodanim. Or Dodanim, Gen. 10:4.

Shem: name. The son of Noah who survived the flood
and became the father of the Semetic race.

1:17 Meshech. Or Mash, Gen. 10:23.
1:19 Peleg. Literally division.
1:22 Ebal. Or Obal, Gen. 10:28.

Abraham: of a great multitude. A man chosen by God
to become the father of the great nation Israel. God
promised Abraham that he would have descendants
as numerous as the stars in the heavens. Abraham was
revered throughout generations for his great faith.



Esau’s sons and grandsons
(Gen. 36:1–14)

35The asons of Esau were Eliphaz,
Reuel, Jeush, Jaalam, and Korah.

36And the sons of Eliphaz were
Teman, Omar, Zephi, Gatam, and
Kenaz; and by Timna,* Amalek.

37The sons of Reuel were Nahath,
Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah.

38The bsons of Seir were Lotan,
Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, Dishon, Ezer,
and Dishan.

39And the sons of Lotan were
Hori and Homam; Lotan’s sister was
Timna.

40The sons of Shobal were Alian,
Manahath, Ebal, Shephi, and Onam.
The sons of Zibeon were Ajah and
Anah.

41The son of Anah was Dishon.
The sons of Dishon were Hamran,
Eshban, Ithran, and Cheran.

42The sons of Ezer were Bilhan,
Zaavan, and Jaakan. The sons of Di-
shan were Uz and Aran.

Early kings and leaders of
Edom (Gen. 36:15–19,25–43)

43Now these were the ckings who
reigned in the land of Edom before
a king reigned over the children of
Israel: Bela the son of Beor, and the
name of his city was Dinhabah.

44And when Bela died, Jobab the
son of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in
his place.

45When Jobab died, Husham of
the land of the Temanites reigned in
his place.

46And when Husham died, Hadad
the son of Bedad, who attacked
Midian in the field of Moab, reigned
in his place. The name of his city
was Avith.
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Num. 26:19-22

g Gen. 38:3-10
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h Matt. 1:3
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i Ruth 4:18
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a vv. 35-37

1:38

b vv. 38-42; Gen.
36:20-28
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c vv. 43-54; Gen.
36:31-39
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47When Hadad died, Samlah of

Masrekah reigned in his place.
48And when Samlah died, Saul of

Rehoboth-by-the-River reigned in
his place.

49When Saul died, Baal-Hanan the
son of Achbor reigned in his place.

50And when Baal-Hanan died, Ha-
dad reigned in his place; and the
name of his city was Pai. His wife’s
name was Mehetabel the daughter
of Matred, the daughter of Mezahab.

51Hadad died also. And the chiefs
of Edom were Chief Timnah, Chief
Aliah, Chief Jetheth,

52Chief Aholibamah, Chief Elah,
Chief Pinon,

53Chief Kenaz, Chief Teman,
Chief Mibzar,

54Chief Magdiel, and Chief Iram.
These were the chiefs of Edom.

Twelve sons of Jacob (Israel)
(Gen. 29:31—30:24; 35:16–18)

2THESE were the dsons of eIsrael:
Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Is-

sachar, Zebulun,
2Dan, Joseph, Benjamin, Naphta-

li, Gad, and Asher.

Judah’s sons and line to Hezron
(Gen. 46:12; Num. 26:19–22)

3The fsons of Judah were gEr,
Onan, and Shelah. These three
were born to him by the daughter of
Shua, the Canaanitess. Er, the first-
born of Judah, was wicked in the
sight of the LORD; so He killed him.

4And Tamar, his daughter-in-law,
hbore him Perez and Zerah. All the
sons of Judah were five.

5The sons of iPerez were Hezron
and Hamul.
*1:36 Compare Genesis 36:12

Isaac: laughter. The son of Abraham and Sarah, born
when they were both very old. His birth was foretold
by an angel of the LORD and fulfilled the promise God
had made to his father. He married Rebekah, was the
father of Jacob and Esau, and inherited the covenant
promise.

1:36 Zephi. Or Zepho, Gen. 36:11.
1:39 Homam. Or Hemam, Gen. 36:22.
1:40 Alian. Or Alvan, Gen. 36:23. Shephi. Or Shepho,

Gen. 36:23.
1:41 Hamran. Or Hemdan, Gen. 36:26.
1:42 Jaakan. Or Akan, Gen. 36:27.

1:50 Hadad. Or Hadar, Gen. 36:39. Pai. Or Pau, Gen.
36:39.

1:51 Aliah. Or Alvah, Gen. 36:40.

Israel: soldier of God. Jacob’s name was changed to
this after he wrestled with God at Peniel. He became
the father of the great nation of Israel.

Judah: praised. Son of Jacob. His descendants became
the tribe of Judah.

2:3 Shua. Or Shuhah, 1 Chr. 4:11.
2:5 Hezron is a key figure in the genealogies of ch. 2.

Through Hezron’s son, Ram, the line of promise passes



ther of Gilead, whom he married
when he was sixty years old; and
she bore him Segub.

22Segub begot j Jair, who had
twenty-three cities in the land of
Gilead.

23(Geshur and Syria took from
them the towns of Jair, with Kenath
and its towns—sixty towns.) All
these belonged to the sons of
Machir the father of Gilead.

24After Hezron died in Caleb
Ephrathah, Hezron’s wife Abijah bore
him kAshhur the father of Tekoa.

Jerahmeel’s (v. 9) line through
Sheshan (vv. 31,34–35)

25The sons of Jerahmeel, the first-
born of Hezron, were Ram, the first-
born, and Bunah, Oren, Ozem, and
Ahijah.

26Jerahmeel had another wife,
whose name was Atarah; she was
the mother of Onam.

27The sons of Ram, the firstborn
of Jerahmeel, were Maaz, Jamin,
and Eker.

28The sons of Onam were Sham-
mai and Jada. The sons of Shammai
were Nadab and Abishur.

29And the name of the wife of
Abishur was Abihail, and she bore
him Ahban and Molid.

30The sons of Nadab were Seled
and Appaim; Seled died without
children.

31The son of Appaim was Ishi, the
son of Ishi was Sheshan, and lShe-
shan’s son was Ahlai.

32The sons of Jada, the brother of
Shammai, were Jether and Jona-
than; Jether died without children.

33The sons of Jonathan were Pe-
leth and Zaza. These were the sons
of Jerahmeel.

34Now Sheshan had no sons, only
daughters. And Sheshan had an
Egyptian servant whose name was
Jarha.

35Sheshan gave his daughter to

6The sons of Zerah were Zimri,
Ethan, Heman, Calcol, and Dara—
five of them in all.

7The son of Carmi was Achar, the
troubler of Israel, who transgressed
in the accursed thing.

8The son of Ethan was Azariah.
9Also the sons of Hezron who

were born to him were Jerahmeel,
Ram, and Chelubai.

Ram’s line to David
(v. 9; Ruth 4:17–22)

10Ram abegot Amminadab, and
Amminadab begot Nahshon, bleader
of the children of Judah;

11Nahshon begot Salma, and Sal-
ma begot Boaz;

12Boaz begot Obed, and Obed be-
got Jesse;

13cJesse begot Eliab his firstborn,
Abinadab the second, Shimea the
third,

14Nethanel the fourth, Raddai the
fifth,

15Ozem the sixth, and David the
dseventh.

16Now their sisters were Zeruiah
and Abigail. And the esons of Zerui-
ah were Abishai, Joab, and Asahel—
three.

17 fAbigail bore Amasa; and the fa-
ther of Amasa was Jether the Ishma-
elite.

Sons of Caleb, the son of Hezron,
by Azubah and Ephrath (v. 50)

18gCaleb the son of Hezron had
children by Azubah, his wife, and
by Jerioth. Now these were her
sons: Jesher, Shobab, and Ardon.

19When Azubah died, Caleb took
Ephrath* as his wife, who bore him
Hur.

20And Hur begot Uri, and Uri be-
got hBezalel.

Hezron’s later children (cp. v. 9) 
by Abijah, Machir’s daughter

21Now afterward Hezron went in
to the daughter of iMachir the fa-
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*2:19 Spelled Ephrathah elsewhere

from Judah to Boaz to Jesse to David (vv. 10–15). From
King David the line leads to Him who was the fulfillment of
the promise, the Lord Jesus Christ.

2:6 Zimri. Or Zabdi, Josh. 7:1. Dara. Or Darda, 1 Kin.
4:31.

2:7 Achar. Or Achan, Josh. 7:1–26; 22:20.

2:9 Chelubai. Called Caleb, vv. 18,42.
2:11 Salma. Or Salmon, Ruth 4:21; Matt. 1:5.
2:13 Shimea. Or Shammah, 1 Sam. 16:9.
2:23 towns of Jair. Or Havoth Jair, Num. 32:41; Judg.

10:4; Deut. 3:14. towns. Literally daughters.



Jarha his servant as wife, and she
bore him Attai.

36Attai begot Nathan, and Nathan
begot aZabad;

37Zabad begot Ephlal, and Ephlal
begot bObed;

38Obed begot Jehu, and Jehu be-
got Azariah;

39Azariah begot Helez, and Helez
begot Eleasah;

40Eleasah begot Sismai, and Sis-
mai begot Shallum;

41Shallum begot Jekamiah, and
Jekamiah begot Elishama.

Further sons of Caleb (cp. v. 18)
42The descendants of cCaleb the

brother of Jerahmeel were Mesha,
his firstborn, who was the father of
Ziph, and the sons of Mareshah the
father of Hebron.

43The sons of Hebron were Ko-
rah, Tappuah, Rekem, and Shema.

44Shema begot Raham the father
of Jorkoam, and Rekem begot Sham-
mai.

45And the son of Shammai was
Maon, and Maon was the father of
Beth Zur.

46Ephah, Caleb’s concubine, bore
Haran, Moza, and Gazez; and Haran
begot Gazez.

47And the sons of Jahdai were Re-
gem, Jotham, Geshan, Pelet, Ephah,
and Shaaph.

48Maachah, Caleb’s concubine,
bore Sheber and Tirhanah.

49She also bore Shaaph the father
of Madmannah, Sheva the father of
Machbenah and the father of Gibea.
And the daughter of Caleb was
dAchsah.

Line of Hur, the son of Caleb
(v. 19; cp. 1 Chr. 4:1)

50These were the descendants of
Caleb: The sons of eHur, the first-
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born of Ephrathah, were Shobal the
father of fKirjath Jearim,

51Salma the father of Bethlehem,
and Hareph the father of Beth Gader.

52And Shobal the father of Kirjath
Jearim had descendants: Haroeh, and
half of the families of Manuhoth.*

53The families of Kirjath Jearim
were the Ithrites, the Puthites, the
Shumathites, and the Mishraites.
From these came the Zorathites and
the Eshtaolites.

54The sons of Salma were Bethle-
hem, the Netophathites, Atroth
Beth Joab, half of the Manahethites,
and the Zorites.

55And the families of the scribes
who dwelt at Jabez were the
Tirathites, the Shimeathites, and
the Suchathites. These were the
gKenites who came from Hammath,
the father of the house of hRechab.

Family of David, born in Hebron
(2 Sam. 3:2–5; 5:13–16)

3NOW these were the sons of
David who were iborn to him in

Hebron: The firstborn was jAmnon,
by kAhinoam the Jezreelitess; the
second, Daniel, by lAbigail the
Carmelitess;

2the third, mAbsalom the son of
Maacah, the daughter of Talmai,
king of Geshur; the fourth, nAdoni-
jah the son of Haggith;

3the fifth, Shephatiah, by Abital;
the sixth, Ithream, by his wife Eglah.

4These six were born to him in
Hebron. There he reigned seven
years and six months, and in Jerusa-
lem he reigned thirty-three oyears.

5And these were born to him in
p Jerusalem: Shimea,* Shobab, Na-
than, and Solomon—four by Bath-
shua the daughter of Ammiel.*

*2:52 Same as the Manahethites, verse 54
*3:5 Spelled Shammua in 14:4 and 2 Samuel 5:14
* Spelled Eliam in 2 Samuel 11:3

Caleb: a dog. The spy of Israel from the tribe of Judah
who was convinced the Israelites could conquer the
Promised Land with God’s help. Because of this con-
fidence he was allowed to enter the Promised Land.

2:50 Ephrathah. Called Ephrath, v. 19.
2:51 Salma. Not to be confused with Salma in Ram’s

line, vv. 10–11.
2:52 Haroeh. Or Reaiah, 1 Chr. 4:2.
3:1 Daniel. Or Chileab, 2 Sam. 3:3.

David: beloved. The youngest son of Jesse. He was a
man after God’s own heart who was the greatest king
of Israel.

3:5 Solomon. Or Jedidiah, 2 Sam. 12:24–25. Bathshua.
Or Bathsheba, 2 Sam. 11:2–27.

Solomon: peaceable. The son of David and Bathsheba
who became king after his father’s death. He was
known for his wealth and his wisdom.



23The sons of Neariah were Elioe-
nai, Hezekiah, and Azrikam—three
in all.

24The sons of Elioenai were Hoda-
viah, Eliashib, Pelaiah, Akkub, Joha-
nan, Delaiah, and Anani—seven in
all.

Further line of Hur
(cp. 1 Chr. 2:50)

4THE fsons of Judah were gPerez,
Hezron, Carmi, Hur, and Shobal.

2And Reaiah the son of Shobal be-
got Jahath, and Jahath begot Ahu-
mai and Lahad. These were the fam-
ilies of the Zorathites.

3These were the sons of the fa-
ther of Etam: Jezreel, Ishma, and Id-
bash; and the name of their sister
was Hazelelponi;

4and Penuel was the father of Ge-
dor, and Ezer was the father of Hu-
shah. These were the sons of hHur,
the firstborn of Ephrathah the father
of Bethlehem.

Family of Ashhur, Hezron’s
posthumous son (1 Chr. 2:24)

5And iAshhur the father of Tekoa
had two wives, Helah and Naarah.

6Naarah bore him Ahuzzam, He-
pher, Temeni, and Haahashtari.
These were the sons of Naarah.

7The sons of Helah were Zereth,
Zohar, and Ethnan;

8and Koz begot Anub, Zobebah,
and the families of Aharhel the son
of Harum.

Jabez’s prayer to God,
and His answer

9Now Jabez was jmore honorable
than his brothers, and his mother

6Also there were Ibhar, Elisha-
ma,* Eliphelet,*

7Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia,
8Elishama, Eliada,* and Eliphe-

let—nine in all.
9These were all the sons of David,

besides the sons of the aconcubines,
and bTamar their sister.

David’s line to Zedekiah
10cSolomon’s son was Rehoboam;

Abijah* was his son, Asa his son, Je-
hoshaphat his son,

11Joram* his son, Ahaziah his son,
Joash* his son,

12Amaziah his son, Azariah* his
son, Jotham his son,

13Ahaz his son, Hezekiah his son,
Manasseh his son,

14Amon his son, and Josiah his
son.

15The sons of Josiah were Johanan
the firstborn, the second Jehoiakim,
the third Zedekiah, and the fourth
Shallum.

16The sons of Jehoiakim were Jec-
oniah his son and Zedekiah* his son.

Jeconiah’s sons
17And the sons of Jeconiah* were

Assir,* dShealtiel his son,
18and Malchiram, Pedaiah, She-

nazzar, Jecamiah, Hoshama, and
Nedabiah.

19The sons of Pedaiah were Ze-
rubbabel and Shimei. The sons of
Zerubbabel were Meshullam, Hana-
niah, Shelomith their sister,

20and Hashubah, Ohel, Berechi-
ah, Hasadiah, and Jushab-Hesed—
five in all.

21The sons of Hananiah were Pel-
atiah and Jeshaiah, the sons of Re-
phaiah, the sons of Arnan, the sons
of Obadiah, and the sons of Shecha-
niah.

22The son of Shechaniah was She-
maiah. The sons of Shemaiah were
eHattush, Igal, Bariah, Neariah, and
Shaphat—six in all.
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*3:6 Spelled Elishua in 14:5 and 2 Samuel 5:15
* Spelled Elpelet in 14:5 *3:8 Spelled Beeliada
in 14:7 *3:10 Spelled Abijam in 1 Kings 15:1
*3:11 Spelled Jehoram in 2 Kings 1:17 and 8:16
* Spelled Jehoash in 2 Kings 12:1 *3:12 Called
Uzziah in Isaiah 6:1 *3:16 Compare 2 Kings
24:17 *3:17 Also called Coniah in Jeremiah
22:24 and Jehoiachin in 2 Kings 24:8 * Or the
captive were

3:15 Jehoiakim. Or Eliakim, 2 Kin. 23:34. Shallum. Or
Jehoahaz, 2 Kin. 23:30.

3:19 Zerubbabel is assigned a greater importance in Isra-
el’s later history than is generally recognized. It was he who
led the first expedition of Jews back to Jerusalem, following
the decree of Cyrus. Zerubbabel probably acted as governor
of the city until at least 515 B.C. (Ezra 3:2,8; Neh. 12:1; Hag.

1:1,12,14; 2:2,21). As a grandson of Jehoiachin, he was the
representative of the Davidic monarchy (Hag. 2:20–23). In
the NT Messianic genealogy Zerubbabel’s is the last name
mentioned from the OT (Matt. 1:13; Luke 3:27).

Judah: praised. Son of Jacob. His descendants became
the tribe of Judah.



called his name Jabez,* saying, “Be-
cause I bore him in pain.”

10And Jabez acalled on the God of
Israel saying, “Oh, that You would
bless me indeed, and enlarge my
territory, that Your hand would be
with me, and that You would keep
me from evil, that I may not cause
pain!” So God bgranted him what
he requested.

Other men of Judah, including
Caleb, the son of Jephunneh

11Chelub the brother of cShuhah
begot Mehir, who was the father of
Eshton.

12And Eshton begot Beth-Rapha,
Paseah, and Tehinnah the father of
Ir-Nahash. These were the men of
Rechah.

13The sons of Kenaz were Othniel
and Seraiah. The sons of Othniel
were Hathath,*

14and Meonothai who begot Oph-
rah. Seraiah begot Joab the father of
dGe Harashim,* for they were
craftsmen.

15The sons of eCaleb the son of
Jephunneh were Iru, Elah, and
Naam. The son of Elah was Kenaz.

16The sons of Jehallelel were
Ziph, Ziphah, Tiria, and Asarel.

17The sons of Ezrah were Jether,
Mered, Epher, and Jalon. And Me-
red’s wife* bore Miriam, Shammai,
and Ishbah the father of Eshtemoa.

18(His wife Jehudijah bore Jered
the father of Gedor, Heber the fa-
ther of Sochoh, and Jekuthiel the fa-
ther of Zanoah.) And these were the
sons of Bithiah the daughter of
Pharaoh, whom Mered took.

19The sons of Hodiah’s wife, the
sister of Naham, were the fathers of
Keilah the Garmite and of Eshtemoa
the fMaachathite.

20And the sons of Shimon were
Amnon, Rinnah, Ben-Hanan, and Ti-
lon. And the sons of Ishi were Zo-
heth and Ben-Zoheth.
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Judah’s posterity through

Shelah (1 Chr. 2:3)
21The sons of gShelah the hson of

Judah were Er the father of Lecah,
Laadah the father of Mareshah, and
the families of the house of the linen
workers of the house of Ashbea;

22also Jokim, the men of Choze-
ba, and Joash; Saraph, who ruled in
Moab, and Jashubi-Lehem. Now the
records are ancient.

23These were the potters and
those who dwell at Netaim* and Ge-
derah;* there they dwelt with the
king for his work.

Simeon’s posterity; their
cities and conquests

24The isons of Simeon were Nem-
uel, Jamin, Jarib, Zerah, and Shaul,

25Shallum his son, Mibsam his
son, and Mishma his son.

26And the sons of Mishma were
Hamuel his son, Zacchur his son,
and Shimei his son.

27Shimei had sixteen sons and six
daughters; but his brothers did not
have many children, jnor did any of
their families multiply as much as
the children of Judah.

28They kdwelt at lBeersheba, Mol-
adah, Hazar Shual,

29Bilhah, Ezem, Tolad,
30Bethuel, Hormah, Ziklag,
31Beth Marcaboth, Hazar Susim,

Beth Biri, and at Shaaraim. These
were their cities until the reign of
David.

32And their villages were Etam,
Ain, Rimmon, Tochen, and Ashan—
five cities—

33and all the villages that were
around these cities as far as Baal.*
These were their dwelling places,
and they maintained their genealogy:

34Meshobab, Jamlech, and Joshah
the son of Amaziah;
*4:9 Literally He Will Cause Pain
*4:13 Septuagint and Vulgate add and Meonothai.
*4:14 Literally Valley of Craftsmen
*4:17 Literally she *4:23 Literally Plants
* Literally Hedges *4:33 Or Baalath Beer
(compare Joshua 19:8)

4:13 Othniel. Called Caleb’s brother. Josh. 15:17; Judg.
3:9,11.

4:18 Jehudijah. Or the Jewess.
4:22 records. Literally words.
4:24 Nemuel. Num. 26:12; or Jemuel, Gen. 46:10; Ex.

6:15 Jarib. Or Jachin, Gen. 46:10. Zerah. Or Zohar,
Gen. 46:10.

4:29 Bilhah. Or Balah, Josh. 19:3. Tolad. Or Eltolad,
Josh. 19:4.

4:32 Etam. Or Ether, Josh. 19:7.



4The sons of Joel were Shemaiah
his son, Gog his son, Shimei his son,

5Micah his son, Reaiah his son,
Baal his son,

6and Beerah his son, whom lTig-
lath-Pileser* king of Assyria mcarried
into captivity. He was leader of the
Reubenites.

7And his brethren by their fami-
lies, when the ngenealogy of their
generations was registered: the
chief, Jeiel, and Zechariah,

8and Bela the son of Azaz, the son
of Shema, the son of Joel, who
dwelt in oAroer, as far as Nebo and
Baal Meon.

Reuben’s conquests
9Eastward they settled as far as

the entrance of the wilderness this
side of the River Euphrates, obe-
cause their cattle had multiplied in
the land of Gilead.

10Now in the days of Saul they
made war with the Hagrites, who
fell by their hand; and they dwelt in
their tents throughout the entire
area east of Gilead.

Gad’s descendants and habitation
11And the qchildren of Gad dwelt

next to them in the land of rBashan
as far as sSalcah:

12Joel was the chief, Shapham the
next, then Jaanai and Shaphat in Ba-
shan,

13and their brethren of their fa-
ther’s house: Michael, Meshullam,
Sheba, Jorai, Jachan, Zia, and Eber—
seven in all.

14These were the children of Abi-
hail the son of Huri, the son of Jaro-
ah, the son of Gilead, the son of Mi-
chael, the son of Jeshishai, the son
of Jahdo, the son of Buz;

15Ahi the son of Abdiel, the son
of Guni, was chief of their father’s
house.

16And the Gadites dwelt in Gile-
ad, in Bashan and in its villages, and

35Joel, and Jehu the son of Joshib-
iah, the son of Seraiah, the son of
Asiel;

36Elioenai, Jaakobah, Jeshohaiah,
Asaiah, Adiel, Jesimiel, and Benaiah;

37Ziza the son of Shiphi, the son
of Allon, the son of Jedaiah, the son
of Shimri, the son of Shemaiah—

38these mentioned by name were
leaders in their families, and their
father’s house increased agreatly.

39So they went to the entrance of
Gedor, as far as the east side of the
valley, to seek pasture for their
flocks.

40And they found rich, good pas-
ture, and the land was broad, quiet,
and peaceful; for some Hamites for-
merly lived there.

41These recorded by name came
in the days of Hezekiah king of Ju-
dah; and they battacked their tents
and the Meunites who were found
there, and utterly cdestroyed them,
as it is to this day. So they dwelt in
their place, because there was pas-
ture for their flocks there.

42Now some of them, five hun-
dred men of the sons of Simeon,
went to Mount Seir, having as their
captains Pelatiah, Neariah, Repha-
iah, and Uzziel, the sons of Ishi.

43And they defeated the rest of
the dAmalekites who had escaped.
They have dwelt there to this day.

Reuben’s line to the captivity

5NOW the esons of Reuben the
firstborn of Israel— fhe was in-

deed the firstborn, but because he
gdefiled his father’s bed, his
birthright was given to the sons of
Joseph, the son of Israel, so that the
genealogy is not listed according to
the hbirthright;

2yet i Judah prevailed over his
brothers, and from him came a
jruler, although the birthright was
Joseph’s—

3the sons of kReuben the firstborn
of Israel were Hanoch, Pallu, Hez-
ron, and Carmi.
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*5:6 Hebrew Tilgath-Pilneser

Reuben: behold a son. The oldest son of Jacob and
Leah. Father of the tribe of Israel known as the Reu-
benites.

5:10 Hagrites. The descendants of Ishmael, the son of
Hagar (Gen. 25:12; compare Ps. 83:6).

Gad: a troop, good fortune. Son of Jacob. His descen-
dants became the tribe of Gad.



in all the common-lands of aSharon
within their borders.

17All these were registered by ge-
nealogies in the days of b Jotham
king of Judah, and in the days of
cJeroboam king of Israel.

Conquests of Reuben, Gad, and
half-tribe of Manasseh; their

sin and captivity
18The sons of Reuben, the Gad-

ites, and half the tribe of Manasseh
had forty-four thousand seven hun-
dred and sixty valiant men, men
able to bear dshield and sword, to
shoot with the bow, and skillful in
war, who went to war.

19They made war with the Hag-
rites, eJetur, Naphish, and Nodab.

20And they were helped against
them, and the Hagrites were deliv-
ered into their hand, and all who
were with them, for they fcried out
to God in the battle. He heeded
their prayer, because they put their
gtrust in Him.

21Then they took away their live-
stock—fifty thousand of their
camels, two hundred and fifty thou-
sand of their sheep, and two thou-
sand of their donkeys—also one
hundred thousand of their men;

22for many fell dead, because the
war hwas God’s. And they dwelt in
their place until the captivity.

23So the children of the half-tribe
of Manasseh dwelt in the land.
Their numbers increased from Ba-
shan to Baal Hermon, that is, to iSe-
nir, or Mount Hermon.

24These were the heads of their
fathers’ houses: Epher, Ishi, Eliel,
Azriel, Jeremiah, Hodaviah, and Jah-
diel. They were mighty men of val-
or, famous men, and heads of their
fathers’ houses.

25And they were unfaithful to the
God of their fathers, and played the
harlot after the gods of the peoples
of the land, whom God had de-
stroyed before them.

26So the God of Israel stirred up
the spirit of Pul king of jAssyria, that
is, Tiglath-Pileser* king of Assyria.
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He carried the Reubenites, the Gad-
ites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh
into captivity. He ktook them to Ha-
lah, Habor, Hara, and the river of
Gozan to this day.

Levi’s sons through Kohath to
Aaron and Moses; Eleazar to the

captivity (cp. vv. 49–53)

6THE lsons of Levi were Ger-
shon, Kohath, and Merari.

2The sons of Kohath were Am-
ram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel.

3The children of Amram were
Aaron, Moses, and Miriam. And the
sons of Aaron were mNadab, Abihu,
Eleazar, and Ithamar.

4nEleazar begot Phinehas, and
Phinehas begot Abishua;

5Abishua begot Bukki, and Bukki
begot Uzzi;

6Uzzi begot Zerahiah, and Zerahi-
ah begot Meraioth;

7Meraioth begot Amariah, and
Amariah begot Ahitub;

8oAhitub begot pZadok, and Za-
dok begot Ahimaaz;

9Ahimaaz begot Azariah, and Aza-
riah begot Johanan;

10Johanan begot qAzariah (it was
he who ministered as priest in the
temple that Solomon built in Jeru-
salem);

11Azariah begot rAmariah, and
Amariah begot Ahitub;

12Ahitub begot Zadok, and Zadok
begot Shallum;

13Shallum begot Hilkiah, and Hil-
kiah begot Azariah;

14Azariah begot sSeraiah, and Se-
raiah begot Jehozadak.

15Jehozadak went into captivity
when the LORD carried Judah and
Jerusalem into captivity by the hand
of Nebuchadnezzar.

Sons of Gershon, Merari, and Kohath
16The sons of Levi were tGer-

shon,* Kohath, and Merari.
17These are the names of the sons

of Gershon: Libni and Shimei.
*5:26 Hebrew Tilgath-Pilneser *6:16 Hebrew
Gershom (alternate spelling of Gershon, as in verses
1,17,20,43,62,71)

Levi: associate. One of the twelve tribes of Israel.
Their ancestor was Levi, third son of Jacob. This tribe
was designated to serve as priests.

6:12 Shallum. Or Meshullam, 1 Chr. 9:11.
6:15 Jehozadak. Or Jozadak, Ezra 3:2.



Jeroham, the son of Eliel,* the son
of Toah,*

35the son of Zuph, the son of El-
kanah, the son of Mahath, the son
of Amasai,

36the son of Elkanah, the son of
Joel, the son of Azariah, the son of
Zephaniah,

37the son of Tahath, the son of As-
sir, the son of fEbiasaph, the son of
Korah,

38the son of Izhar, the son of Ko-
hath, the son of Levi, the son of Is-
rael.

39And his brother gAsaph, who
stood at his right hand, was Asaph
the son of Berachiah, the son of
Shimea,

40the son of Michael, the son of
Baaseiah, the son of Malchijah,

41the son of Ethni, the son of Ze-
rah, the son of Adaiah,

42the son of Ethan, the son of
Zimmah, the son of Shimei,

43the son of Jahath, the son of
Gershon, the son of Levi.

44Their brethren, the sons of Me-
rari, on the left hand, were Ethan
the son of Kishi, the son of Abdi,
the son of Malluch,

45the son of Hashabiah, the son of
Amaziah, the son of Hilkiah,

46the son of Amzi, the son of
Bani, the son of Shamer,

47the son of Mahli, the son of Mu-
shi, the son of Merari, the son of
Levi.

48And their brethren, the Levites,
were appointed to every hkind of
service of the tabernacle of the
house of God.

Aaron’s priesthood to Ahimaaz
49 iBut Aaron and his sons offered

sacrifices jon the altar of burnt offer-
ing and on the altar of incense, for
all the work of the Most Holy Place,

18The sons of Kohath were Am-
ram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel.

19The sons of Merari were Mahli
and Mushi. Now these are the fami-
lies of the Levites according to their
fathers:

20Of Gershon were Libni his son,
Jahath his son, Zimmah his son,

21Joah his son, Iddo his son, Ze-
rah his son, and Jeatherai his son.

22The sons of Kohath were Am-
minadab his son, aKorah his son,
Assir his son,

23Elkanah his son, Ebiasaph his
son, Assir his son,

24Tahath his son, Uriel his son,
Uzziah his son, and Shaul his son.

25The sons of Elkanah were
bAmasai and Ahimoth.

26As for Elkanah, the sons of El-
kanah were Zophai his son, Nahath
his son,

27Eliab his son, Jeroham his son,
and Elkanah his son.

28The sons of Samuel were Joel*
the firstborn, and Abijah the second.*

29The sons of Merari were Mahli,
Libni his son, Shimei his son, Uzzah
his son,

30Shimea his son, Haggiah his
son, and Asaiah his son.

Ancestry of choir leaders,
Heman, Asaph, and Ethan

31Now cthese are the men whom
David appointed over the service of
song in the house of the LORD, after
the ark came to drest.

32They were ministering with mu-
sic before the dwelling place of the
tabernacle of meeting, until Solo-
mon had built the house of the LORD
in Jerusalem, and they served in
their office according to their order.

33And these are the ones who
ministered with their sons: Of the
sons of the eKohathites were He-
man the singer, the son of Joel, the
son of Samuel,

34the son of Elkanah, the son of
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*6:28 Following Septuagint, Syriac, and Arabic
(compare verse 33 and 1 Samuel 8:2) * Hebrew
Vasheni *6:34 Spelled Elihu in 1 Samuel 1:1
* Spelled Tohu in 1 Samuel 1:1

6:21 Joah. Or Ethan, v. 42. Iddo. Or Adaiah, v. 41.
Jeatherai. Or Ethni, v. 41.

6:22 Amminadab. Or Izhar, vv. 2,18,38.
6:24 Uriel. Or Zephaniah, v. 36. Uzziah. Or Azariah,

v. 36. Shaul. Or Joel, v. 36.
6:26 Zophai. Or Zuph, v. 35. Nahath. Or Toah, v. 34.
6:27 Eliab. Or Eliel, v. 34.

6:33 ministered. Literally stood.
6:44 Ethan. Or Jeduthun, 1 Chr. 9:16; 25:1,3,6. Kishi.

Or Kushaiah, 1 Chr. 15:17.

Aaron: light. Moses’ brother who helped Moses speak
in the presence of Pharaoh. He became the first high
priest of Israel.



and to make atonement for Israel,
according to all that Moses the ser-
vant of God had commanded.

50Now these are the asons of Aar-
on: Eleazar his son, Phinehas his
son, Abishua his son,

51Bukki his son, Uzzi his son, Zer-
ahiah his son,

52Meraioth his son, Amariah his
son, Ahitub his son,

53Zadok his son, and Ahimaaz his
son.

Cities of priests and Levites
54Now bthese are their dwelling

places throughout their settlements
in their territory, for they were giv-
en by lot to the sons of Aaron, of the
family of the Kohathites:

55They gave them Hebron in the
land of Judah, with its surrounding
common-lands.

56But the fields of the city and its
villages they gave to cCaleb the son
of Jephunneh.

57And to the sons of Aaron they
dgave one of the cities of refuge,
Hebron; also Libnah with its com-
mon-lands, Jattir, Eshtemoa with its
common-lands,

58Hilen with its common-lands,
Debir with its common-lands,

59Ashan with its common-lands,
and Beth Shemesh with its com-
mon-lands.

60And from the tribe of Benjamin:
Geba with its common-lands, Ale-
meth with its common-lands, and
Anathoth with its common-lands.
All their cities among their families
were thirteen.

61To the erest of the family of the
tribe of the Kohathites they gave by
lot ten cities from half the tribe of
Manasseh.

62And to the sons of Gershon,
throughout their families, they gave
thirteen cities from the tribe of Issa-
char, from the tribe of Asher, from
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the tribe of Naphtali, and from the
tribe of Manasseh in Bashan.

63 fTo the sons of Merari, through-
out their families, they gave twelve
cities from the tribe of Reuben,
from the tribe of Gad, and from the
tribe of Zebulun.

64So the children of Israel gave
these cities with their common-
lands to the Levites.

65And they gave by lot from the
tribe of the children of Judah, from
the tribe of the children of Simeon,
and from the tribe of the children of
Benjamin these cities which are
called by their names.

66Now gsome of the families of
the sons of Kohath were given cities
as their territory from the tribe of
Ephraim.

67And they gave them one of the
cities of refuge, Shechem with its
common-lands, in the mountains of
Ephraim, also Gezer with its com-
mon-lands,

68Jokmeam with its common-
lands, Beth Horon with its common-
lands,

69Aijalon with its common-lands,
and Gath Rimmon with its com-
mon-lands.

70And from the half-tribe of Ma-
nasseh: Aner with its common-
lands and Bileam with its common-
lands, for the rest of the family of
the sons of Kohath.

71From the family of the half-tribe
of Manasseh hthe sons of Gershon
were given Golan in Bashan with its
common-lands and Ashtaroth with
its common-lands.

72And from the tribe of Issachar:
Kedesh with its common-lands,
Daberath with its common-lands,

73Ramoth with its common-lands,
and Anem with its common-lands.

74And from the tribe of Asher:
Mashal with its common-lands, Ab-
don with its common-lands,

6:49 atonement. Hebrew kaphar, to propitiate, to
atone for sin. According to Scripture the sacrifice of the
law only covered the offerer’s sin and secured the divine
forgiveness. The OT sacrifices never removed man’s sin; it
was “not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could
take away sins” (Heb. 10:4). The Israelite’s offering implied
confession of sin and recognized its due penalty as death;
and God passed over his sin in anticipation of Christ’s sac-

rifice which did, finally, put away those “sins that were
previously committed” [in OT times] (Heb. 9:15,26; Rom.
3:25, note). See Gen. 4:4; with marginal ref., Sacrifice, and
Lev. 16:6, note.

6:58 Hilen. Or Holon, Josh. 15:51; 21:15.
6:59 Ashan. Or Ain, Josh. 15:32; 21:16.
6:60 Alemeth. Or Almon, Josh. 21:18.
6:68 Some names written differently in Josh. 21:22–39.



men of valor, listed by their genealo-
gies, eighty-seven thousand in all.

Sons of Benjamin
6The sons of dBenjamin were

Bela, Becher, and Jediael—three in
all.

7The sons of Bela were Ezbon,
Uzzi, Uzziel, Jerimoth, and Iri—five
in all. They were heads of their fa-
thers’ houses, and they were listed
by their genealogies, twenty-two
thousand and thirty-four mighty
men of valor.

8The sons of Becher were Zemi-
rah, Joash, Eliezer, Elioenai, Omri,
Jerimoth, Abijah, Anathoth, and Al-
emeth. All these are the sons of
Becher.

9And they were recorded by ge-
nealogy according to their genera-
tions, heads of their fathers’ houses,
twenty thousand two hundred
mighty men of valor.

10The son of Jediael was Bilhan,
and the sons of Bilhan were Jeush,
Benjamin, Ehud, Chenaanah, Ze-
than, Tharshish, and Ahishahar.

11All these sons of Jediael were
heads of their fathers’ houses; there
were seventeen thousand two hun-
dred mighty men of valor fit to go
out for war and battle.

12Shuppim and Huppim were the
sons of Ir, and Hushim was the son
of Aher.

Sons of Naphtali
13The esons of Naphtali were Jah-

ziel, Guni, Jezer, and Shallum, the
sons of Bilhah.

Descendants of Manasseh
14The fdescendants of Manasseh:

his Syrian concubine bore him
gMachir the father of Gilead, the fa-
ther of Asriel.*

15Machir took as his wife the sis-

75Hukok with its common-lands,
and Rehob with its common-lands.

76And from the tribe of Naphtali:
Kedesh in Galilee with its common-
lands, Hammon with its common-
lands, and Kirjathaim with its com-
mon-lands.

77From the tribe of Zebulun athe
rest of the children of Merari were
given Rimmon* with its common-
lands and Tabor with its common-
lands.

78And on the other side of the Jor-
dan, across from Jericho, on the east
side of the Jordan, they were given
from the tribe of Reuben: Bezer in
the wilderness with its common-
lands, Jahzah with its common-lands,

79Kedemoth with its common-
lands, and Mephaath with its com-
mon-lands.

80And from the tribe of Gad:
Ramoth in Gilead with its common-
lands, Mahanaim with its common-
lands,

81Heshbon with its common-lands,
and Jazer with its common-lands.

Sons of Issachar

7THE sons of Issachar were bTola,
Puah, Jashub, and Shimron—

four in all.
2The sons of Tola were Uzzi, Re-

phaiah, Jeriel, Jahmai, Jibsam, and
Shemuel, heads of their father’s
house. The sons of Tola were
mighty men of valor in their genera-
tions; ctheir number in the days of
David was twenty-two thousand six
hundred.

3The son of Uzzi was Izrahiah,
and the sons of Izrahiah were Mi-
chael, Obadiah, Joel, and Ishiah. All
five of them were chief men.

4And with them, by their genera-
tions, according to their fathers’
houses, were thirty-six thousand
troops ready for war; for they had
many wives and sons.

5Now their brethren among all
the families of Issachar were mighty
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d Gen. 46:21;
Num. 26:38;
1 Chr. 8:1

7:13

e Num. 26:48-50

7:14

f Num. 26:29-34

g 1 Chr. 2:21
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a vv. 77-81; cp.
Josh. 21:34-39

7:1

b Gen. 46:13;
Num. 26:23

7:2

c Cp. 2 Sam.
24:1-9; 1 Chr.
27:1
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*6:77 Hebrew Rimmono, alternate spelling of
Rimmon; see 4:32 *7:14 The son of Gilead
(compare Numbers 26:30,31)

Issachar: he is hired. Son of Jacob. His descendants
became the tribe of Issachar.

7:1 Puah. Or Puvah, Gen. 46:13. Jashub. Or Job, Gen.
46:13.

7:6 three. Benjamin had other sons than these three.

Compare Gen. 46:21; Num. 26:38–41; 1 Chr. 8:1–2.
7:7 Iri. Or Ir, v. 12.
7:12 Shuppim. Or Shupham, Num. 26:39. Huppim.

Or Hupham, Num. 26:39. Aher. Or Ahiram, Num. 26:38.
7:13 Jahziel. Or Jahzeel, Gen. 46:24. Shallum. Or

Shillem, Gen. 46:24.



ter of Huppim and Shuppim,* whose
name was Maachah. The name of
Gilead’s grandson* was aZelophe-
had,* but Zelophehad begot only
daughters.

16(Maachah the wife of Machir
bore a son, and she called his name
Peresh. The name of his brother
was Sheresh, and his sons were
Ulam and Rakem.

17The son of Ulam was bBedan.)
These were the descendants of Gile-
ad the son of Machir, the son of Ma-
nasseh.

18His sister Hammoleketh bore
Ishhod, Abiezer, and Mahlah.

19And the sons of Shemida were
Ahian, Shechem, Likhi, and Aniam.

Sons of Ephraim and
their habitations

20The csons of Ephraim were
Shuthelah, Bered his son, Tahath his
son, Eladah his son, Tahath his son,

21Zabad his son, Shuthelah his
son, and Ezer and Elead. The men
of Gath who were born in that land
killed them because they came
down to take away their cattle.

22Then Ephraim their father
mourned many days, and his breth-
ren came to comfort him.

23And when he went in to his
wife, she conceived and bore a son;
and he called his name Beriah,* be-
cause tragedy had come upon his
house.

24Now his daughter was Sheerah,
who built Lower and Upper dBeth
Horon and Uzzen Sheerah;

25and Rephah was his son, as well
as Resheph, and Telah his son, Ta-
han his son,

26Laadan his son, Ammihud his
son, eElishama his son,

27Nun his son, and fJoshua his son.
28Now their gpossessions and

dwelling places were Bethel and its
towns: to the east Naaran, to the
west Gezer and its towns, and She-
chem and its towns, as far as Ayyah*

and its towns;
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29and by the borders of the chil-

dren of hManasseh were Beth Shean
and its towns, Taanach and its
towns, iMegiddo and its towns, Dor
and its towns. In these dwelt the
children of Joseph, the son of Israel.

Sons of Asher
30The jsons of Asher were Imnah,

Ishvah, Ishvi, Beriah, and their sis-
ter Serah.

31The sons of Beriah were Heber
and Malchiel, who was the father of
Birzaith.*

32And Heber begot Japhlet, Sho-
mer, Hotham,* and their sister Shua.

33The sons of Japhlet were Pa-
sach, Bimhal, and Ashvath. These
were the children of Japhlet.

34The sons of Shemer were Ahi,
Rohgah, Jehubbah, and Aram.

35And the sons of his brother He-
lem were Zophah, Imna, Shelesh,
and Amal.

36The sons of Zophah were Suah,
Harnepher, Shual, Beri, Imrah,

37Bezer, Hod, Shamma, Shilshah,
Jithran,* and Beera.

38The sons of Jether were Jephun-
neh, Pispah, and Ara.

39The sons of Ulla were Arah,
Haniel, and Rizia.

40All these were the children of
Asher, heads of their fathers’
houses, choice men, mighty men of
valor, chief leaders. And they were
recorded by genealogies among the
army fit for battle; their number
was twenty-six thousand.

Sons and chief men of Benjamin

8NOW Benjamin begot kBela his
firstborn, Ashbel the second,

Aharah the third,
2Nohah the fourth, and Rapha the

fifth.
*7:15 Compare verse 12 * Literally the second
* Compare Numbers 26:30-33 *7:23 Literally
In Tragedy *7:28 Many Hebrew manuscripts,
Bomberg, Septuagint, Targum, and Vulgate read
Gazza. *7:31 Or Birzavith or Birzoth
*7:32 Spelled Helem in verse 35 *7:37 Spelled
Jether in verse 38

7:18 Abiezer. Or Iezer, Num. 26:30.
7:27 Nun. Hebrew Non. Num. 13:8,16.
7:28 Naaran. Or Naarah, Josh. 16:7.
7:32 Shomer. Or Shemer, v. 34.
8:1 Aharah. Or Ahiram, Num. 26:38.

Benjamin: son of the right hand. The youngest son of
Jacob and Rachel, who died giving birth to him. Jacob
cherished Benjamin after he lost his son Joseph.



houses by their generations, chief
men. These dwelt in Jerusalem.

Ancestry of King Saul,
the son of Kish

29Now the b father of Gibeon,
whose wife’s name was Maacah,
dwelt at Gibeon.

30And his firstborn son was Ab-
don, then Zur, Kish, Baal, Nadab,

31Gedor, Ahio, Zecher,
32and Mikloth, who begot Shime-

ah. They also dwelt alongside their
relatives in Jerusalem, with their
brethren.

33cNer* dbegot Kish, Kish begot
Saul, and Saul begot Jonathan, Mal-
chishua, Abinadab, and Esh-Baal.

34The son of Jonathan was Merib-
Baal, and Merib-Baal begot Micah.

35The sons of Micah were Pithon,
Melech, Tarea, and Ahaz.

36And Ahaz begot Jehoaddah; Je-
hoaddah begot Alemeth, Azmaveth,
and Zimri; and Zimri begot Moza.

37Moza begot Binea, Raphah his
son, Eleasah his son, and Azel his
son.

38Azel had six sons whose names
were these: Azrikam, Bocheru, Ish-
mael, Sheariah, Obadiah, and Ha-
nan. All these were the sons of Azel.

39And the sons of Eshek his broth-
er were Ulam his firstborn, Jeush
the second, and Eliphelet the third.

40The sons of Ulam were mighty
men of valor—archers. They had
many sons and grandsons, one hun-
dred and fifty in all. These were all
sons of Benjamin.

Inhabitants of Jerusalem

9 eSO all Israel was recorded by
genealogies, and indeed, they

were inscribed in the book of the
kings of Israel. But fJudah was car-
ried away captive to Babylon be-
cause of their unfaithfulness.

2And the g first inhabitants who
dwelt in their possessions in their

3The sons of Bela were Addar,
Gera, Abihud,

4Abishua, Naaman, Ahoah,
5Gera, Shephuphan, and Huram.
6These are the sons of Ehud, who

were the heads of the fathers’
houses of the inhabitants of aGeba,
and who forced them to move to
Manahath:

7Naaman, Ahijah, and Gera who
forced them to move. He begot
Uzza and Ahihud.

8Also Shaharaim had children in
the country of Moab, after he had
sent away Hushim and Baara his
wives.

9By Hodesh his wife he begot Jo-
bab, Zibia, Mesha, Malcam,

10Jeuz, Sachiah, and Mirmah.
These were his sons, heads of their
fathers’ houses.

11And by Hushim he begot Abi-
tub and Elpaal.

12The sons of Elpaal were Eber,
Misham, and Shemed, who built
Ono and Lod with its towns;

13and Beriah and Shema, who
were heads of their fathers’ houses
of the inhabitants of Aijalon, who
drove out the inhabitants of Gath.

14Ahio, Shashak, Jeremoth,
15Zebadiah, Arad, Eder,
16Michael, Ispah, and Joha were

the sons of Beriah.
17Zebadiah, Meshullam, Hizki,

Heber,
18Ishmerai, Jizliah, and Jobab

were the sons of Elpaal.
19Jakim, Zichri, Zabdi,
20Elienai, Zillethai, Eliel,
21Adaiah, Beraiah, and Shimrath

were the sons of Shimei.
22Ishpan, Eber, Eliel,
23Abdon, Zichri, Hanan,
24Hananiah, Elam, Antothijah,
25Iphdeiah, and Penuel were the

sons of Shashak.
26Shamsherai, Shehariah, Athaliah,
27Jaareshiah, Elijah, and Zichri

were the sons of Jeroham.
28These were heads of the fathers’
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*8:33 Also the son of Gibeon (compare 9:36,39)

8:3 Addar. Or Ard, Gen. 46:21; Num. 26:40.
8:5 Shephuphan. Or Shuppim, 1 Chr. 7:12.
8:6 Manahath. Or Menuhoth, 1 Chr. 2:52.
8:13 Shema. Or Shimei, v. 21.
8:31 Zecher. Or Zechariah, 1 Chr. 9:37.
8:32 Shimeah. Or Shimeam, 1 Chr. 9:38.

8:33 Abinadab. Or Jishui, 1 Sam. 14:49. Esh-Baal. Or
Ishbosheth, 2 Sam. 2:8.

8:34 Merib-Baal. Or Mephibosheth, 2 Sam. 4:4; 9:6,10.
8:35 Tarea. Or Tahrea, 1 Chr. 9:41.
8:36 Jehoaddah. Or Jarah, 1 Chr. 9:42.
8:37 Raphah. Or Rephaiah, 1 Chr. 9:43.



cities were Israelites, apriests, Le-
vites, and the bNethinim.

3Now in Jerusalem the children
of Judah cdwelt, and some of the
children of Benjamin, and of the
children of Ephraim and Manasseh:

4Uthai the son of Ammihud, the
son of Omri, the son of Imri, the
son of Bani, of the descendants of
Perez, the son of Judah.

5Of the Shilonites: Asaiah the
firstborn and his sons.

6Of the sons of Zerah: Jeuel, and
their brethren—six hundred and
ninety.

7Of the sons of Benjamin: Sallu
the son of Meshullam, the son of
Hodaviah, the son of Hassenuah;

8Ibneiah the son of Jeroham; Elah
the son of Uzzi, the son of Michri;
Meshullam the son of Shephatiah,
the son of Reuel, the son of Ibnijah;

9and their brethren, according to
their generations—dnine hundred
and fifty-six. All these men were
heads of a father’s house in their fa-
thers’ houses.

10Of the epriests: Jedaiah, Je-
hoiarib, and Jachin;

11Azariah the son of Hilkiah, the
son of Meshullam, the son of Zadok,
the son of Meraioth, the son of Ahi-
tub, the fofficer over the house of
God;

12Adaiah the son of Jeroham, the
son of Pashur, the son of Malchijah;
Maasai the son of Adiel, the son of
Jahzerah, the son of Meshullam, the
son of Meshillemith, the son of Im-
mer;

13and their brethren, heads of
their fathers’ houses—one thousand
seven hundred and sixty. They were
very able men for the work of the
service of the house of God.

14Of the gLevites: Shemaiah the
son of Hasshub, the son of Azrikam,
the son of Hashabiah, of the sons of
Merari;

15Bakbakkar, Heresh, Galal, and
Mattaniah the son of Micah, the son
of Zichri, the son of Asaph;
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16Obadiah the son of Shemaiah,

the son of Galal, the son of Jedu-
thun; and Berechiah the son of Asa,
the son of Elkanah, who lived in the
villages of the Netophathites.

17And the gatekeepers were Shal-
lum, Akkub, Talmon, Ahiman, and
their brethren. Shallum was the
chief.

18Until then they had been gate-
keepers for the camps of the chil-
dren of Levi at the King’s Gate on
the east.

19Shallum the son of Kore, the
son of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah,
and his brethren, from his father’s
house, the Korahites, were in
charge of the work of the service,
gatekeepers of the tabernacle. Their
fathers had been keepers of the en-
trance to the camp of the LORD.

20And hPhinehas the son of Elea-
zar had been the officer over them
in time past; the LORD was with him.

21 iZechariah the son of Meshele-
miah was keeper of the door of the
tabernacle of meeting.

22All those chosen as jgatekeep-
ers were two hundred and twelve.
They were recorded by their geneal-
ogy, in their villages. David and
Samuel the seer had appointed
them to their trusted office.

23So they and their children were
in charge of the gates of the house
of the LORD, the house of the taber-
nacle, by assignment.

9:11 Azariah. Or Seraiah, Neh. 11:11.
9:13 able men. Literally men of courage.
9:15 Zichri. Or Zabdi, Neh. 11:17.
9:16 Obadiah. Or Abda, Neh. 11:17. Shemaiah. Or

Shammua, Neh. 11:17.

9:22 RESPONSIBILITIES OF 
THE TEMPLE GATEKEEPERS

The 212 gatekeepers were responsible for:

1. the gates of the Temple on the four sides 9:22–24
2. the rooms and treasuries of the Temple 9:26
3. opening the Temple each morning 9:27
4. bringing the serving vessels in and out of 

the Temple and counting them each time 9:28
5. the care of the furniture and the other 

Temple articles 9:29
6. the fine flour, the wine, the oil, the 

incense and the spices 9:29
7. the baked goods 9:31
8. the baking of the showbread 9:32
9. making music through song and 

instruments 9:33



Ancestry and descendants
of Saul and Jonathan

35 Jeiel the father of hGibeon,
whose wife’s name was iMaacah,
dwelt at Gibeon.

36His firstborn son was Abdon,
then Zur, Kish, Baal, Ner, Nadab,

37Gedor, Ahio, Zechariah,* and
Mikloth.

38And Mikloth begot Shimeam.
They also dwelt alongside their rela-
tives in Jerusalem, with their breth-
ren.

39 jNer begot Kish, Kish begot
Saul, and Saul begot Jonathan, Mal-
chishua, Abinadab, and Esh-Baal.

40The son of Jonathan was Merib-
Baal, and Merib-Baal begot Micah.

41The sons of Micah were Pithon,
Melech, Tahrea, and kAhaz.*

42And Ahaz begot Jarah; Jarah be-
got Alemeth, Azmaveth, and Zimri;
and Zimri begot Moza;

43Moza begot Binea, Rephaiah*

his son, Eleasah his son, and Azel
his son.

44And Azel had six sons whose
names were these: Azrikam, Boche-
ru, Ishmael, Sheariah, Obadiah, and
Hanan; these were the sons of Azel.

(For history prior to 1 Chr. 10
—see 1 Sam. 1—30)

II. The Last Days and Death of
King Saul, 10

Saul defeated by Philistines;
the death of Saul

(1 Sam. 31:1–10; 2 Sam. 1)

10 lNOW the Philistines fought
against Israel; and the men

of Israel fled from before the Philis-
tines, and fell slain on Mount Gil-
boa.

24The gatekeepers were assigned
to the four directions: the east,
west, north, and south.

25And their brethren in their vil-
lages had to come with them from
time to time for aseven days.

26For in this trusted office were
four chief gatekeepers; they were
Levites. And they had charge over
the chambers and treasuries of the
house of God.

27And they lodged all around the
house of God bbecause they had the
responsibility, and they were in
charge of opening it every morning.

28Now some of them were in
charge of the serving vessels, for
they brought them in and took
them out by count.

29Some of them were appointed
over the furnishings and over all the
implements of the sanctuary, and
over the c fine flour and the wine
and the oil and the incense and the
spices.

30And some of the sons of the
priests made the dointment of the
spices.

31Mattithiah of the Levites, the
firstborn of Shallum the Korahite,
had the e trusted office over the
things that were baked in the pans.

32And some of their brethren of
the sons of the fKohathites were in
charge of preparing the showbread
for every Sabbath.

33These are the gsingers, heads of
the fathers’ houses of the Levites,
who lodged in the chambers, and
were free from other duties; for
they were employed in that work
day and night.

34These heads of the fathers’
houses of the Levites were heads
throughout their generations. They
dwelt at Jerusalem.
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*9:37 Called Zecher in 8:31 *9:41 Following
Arabic, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate (compare 8:35);
Masoretic Text and Septuagint omit and Ahaz.
*9:43 Spelled Raphah in 8:37

9:32 showbread. “The showbread,” a type of Christ,
the Bread of God, nourisher of the Christian’s life as a be-
liever-priest (1 Pet. 2:9; Rev. 1:6). In John 6:33–58 our Lord
has more in mind the manna, that food which “comes
down from heaven”; but all typical meanings of bread are
there gathered into His words. The manna is the life-giving
Christ; the showbread, the life-sustaining Christ. The show-
bread typifies Christ as the “grain of wheat” (John 12:24)
ground in the mill of suffering (John 12:27) and brought
into the fire of judgment (John 12:31–33). We, as priests,

by faith feed upon Him as having undergone that in our
stead and for our sakes. We are fed by meditation upon
Christ, as in Heb. 12:2–3.

9:38 Shimeam. Or Shimeah, 1 Chr. 8:32.
9:41 Tahrea. Or Tarea, 1 Chr. 8:35.
9:42 Jarah. Or Jehoaddah, 1 Chr. 8:36.

Philistines: wanderers. Neighbors and enemies of Is-
rael who lived in the southern part of Palestine along
the coast of the Mediterranean Sea.



2Then the Philistines followed
hard after Saul and his sons. And the
Philistines killed Jonathan, Abina-
dab, and Malchishua, Saul’s sons.

3The battle became fierce against
Saul. The archers hit him, and he
was wounded by the archers.

4aThen Saul said to his armor-
bearer, “Draw your sword, and
thrust me through with it, lest these
uncircumcised men come and
abuse me.” But his armorbearer
would not, for he was greatly afraid.
Therefore Saul took a sword and fell
on it.

5And when his armorbearer saw
that Saul was dead, he also fell on
his sword and died.

6So Saul and his three sons died,
and all his house died together.

7And when all the men of Israel
who were in the valley saw that
they had fled and that Saul and his
sons were dead, they forsook their
cities and fled; then the Philistines
came and dwelt in them.

8So it happened the next day,
when the Philistines came to strip
the slain, that they found Saul and
his sons fallen on Mount Gilboa.

9And they stripped him and btook
his head and his armor, and sent
word throughout the land of the
Philistines to proclaim the news in
the temple of their idols and among
the people.

10Then they put his armor in the
temple of their gods, and fastened
his head in the temple of Dagon.

Loyalty of Jabesh Gilead to Saul
(1 Sam. 31:11–13; 2 Sam. 2:5–7)

11And when all Jabesh Gilead
heard all that the Philistines had
done to Saul,

12all the cvaliant men arose and
took the body of Saul and the bodies
of his sons; and they brought them
to dJabesh, and buried their bones
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under the tamarisk tree at Jabesh,
and fasted seven days.

Saul’s sin which cost the throne
13So Saul died for his eunfaithful-

ness which he had committed
against the LORD, because he did not
keep the word of the LORD, and falso
because he consulted a medium for
guidance.

14But he did not inquire of the
LORD; therefore He killed him, and
gturned the kingdom over to David
the son of Jesse.

III. The Reign of David, 11—29

David anointed king over all Israel
(2 Sam. 5:1–3; review 2 Sam. 2—4)

11THEN all Israel came togeth-
er to David at Hebron, say-

ing, “Indeed we are your bone and
your flesh.

2“Also, in time past, even when
Saul was king, you were the one
who led Israel out and brought
them in; and the LORD your hGod
said to you, ‘You shall ishepherd My
people Israel, and be ruler over My
people Israel.’ ”

3Therefore all the elders of Israel
came to the king at Hebron, and Da-
vid made a covenant with them at
Hebron before the LORD. And they
janointed David king over Israel, ac-
cording to the word of the LORD by
Samuel.

Jerusalem becomes capital of united
kingdom (2 Sam. 5:6–10)

4And David and all Israel went to
Jerusalem, which is kJebus, where
the Jebusites were, the inhabitants
of the land.

5But the inhabitants of Jebus said
to David, “You shall not come in
here!” Nevertheless David took the
stronghold of Zion (that is, the City
of David).

10:2 Abinadab. Or Jishui, 1 Sam. 14:49.

Saul: asked for. The first king of Israel. He was from
the tribe of Benjamin.

10:13 Saul died. 1011 B.C.
11:1 came. 1003 B.C.
11:5 Zion, the ancient Jebusite stronghold, was on the

south part of the eastern hill of Jerusalem. It is called “the

City of David” and is associated with the Davidic royalty
both historically and prophetically (vv. 5,7; Ps. 2:6). The
name “Zion” is often used of the whole city of Jerusalem,
considered as the city of God (Ps. 48:2–3), especially in
passages referring to the future kingdom age (Is. 1:27; 2:3;
4:1–6; Joel 3:16; Zech. 1:16–17; 8:3–8; Rom. 11:26). In
Heb. 12:22 the word is used symbolically of heaven.
“Sion” (Deut. 4:48) refers to Mount Hermon.



was a piece of ground full of barley.
So the people fled from the Philis-
tines.

14But they stationed themselves
in the middle of that field, defended
it, and killed the Philistines. So the
LORD brought about a great victory.

15Now three of the thirty chief
men went down to the rock to Da-
vid, into the cave of Adullam; and
the army of the Philistines gen-
camped in the Valley of Rephaim.

16David was then in the strong-
hold, and the garrison of the Philis-
tines was then in Bethlehem.

17And David said with longing,
“Oh, that someone would give me a
drink of water from the well of
Bethlehem, which is by the gate!”

18So the three broke through the
camp of the Philistines, drew water
from the well of Bethlehem that
was by the gate, and took it and
brought it to David. Nevertheless
David would not drink it, but
poured it out to the LORD.

19And he said, “Far be it from me,
O my God, that I should do this!
Shall I drink the blood of these men
who have put their lives in jeop-
ardy? For at the risk of their lives
they brought it.” Therefore he

6Now David said, “Whoever at-
tacks the Jebusites first shall be
achief and captain.” And Joab the
son of Zeruiah went up first, and be-
came chief.

7Then David dwelt in the strong-
hold; therefore they called it the
City of David.

8And he built the city around it,
from the Millo* to the surrounding
area. Joab repaired the rest of the city.

9So David went on and bbecame
great, and the LORD of hosts was
with chim.

Roll of David’s mighty men
(cp. 2 Sam. 23:8–39)

10dNow these were the heads of
the mighty men whom David had,
who strengthened themselves with
him in his kingdom, with all Israel,
to make him king, according to the
word of the LORD concerning Israel.

11And this is the number of the
mighty men whom David had:
e Jashobeam the son of a Hach-
monite, fchief of the captains;* he
had lifted up his spear against three
hundred, killed by him at one time.

12After him was Eleazar the son
of Dodo, the Ahohite, who was one
of the three mighty men.

13He was with David at Pas-
dammim. Now there the Philistines
were gathered for battle, and there

11:15

g 2 Sam. 5:18

11:6

a 2 Sam. 8:16

11:9

b 2 Sam. 3:1

c 1 Sam. 16:18

11:10

d vv. 11-47

11:11

e 1 Chr. 27:2

f 1 Chr. 12:18
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*11:8 Literally The Landfill *11:11 Following
Qere; Kethib, Septuagint, and Vulgate read the thirty
(compare 2 Samuel 23:8).

11:12 Dodo. Or Dodai, 1 Chr. 27:4.

11:11 RECONCILING THE NUMBERS IN VARIOUS BOOKS

In copying manuscripts, mistakes in numbers sometimes occur. Many disagreements between numbers in Samuel and
Kings, and those in Chronicles, are alleged. Actually, out of the approximately 150 instances of parallel numbers in
these books, fewer than one-sixth disagree. In two cases a different number is given for the age of a king at his acces-
sion (compare 2 Chr. 22:2, text note with 2 Kin. 8:26; and 2 Chr. 36:9, text note with 2 Kin. 24:8); in the other thirteen
cases of this type, numbers agree. Certain disagreements are very small (compare 1 Chr. 21:5, as to Judah, with 2 Sam.
24:9; 2 Chr. 2:2,17–18 with 1 Kin. 5:15–16; and 2 Chr. 8:18 with 1 Kin. 9:28). Sometimes the apparent discrepancy
disappears on careful study (compare 1 Chr. 21:25 with 2 Sam. 24:24; 2 Chr. 3:4 with 1 Kin. 6:2).

When numbers seem clearly to disagree, it is generally best to keep an open mind unless evidence is available on
which to make a decision.

God gave us a Bible free from error in the original manuscripts. In its preservation through many generations of re-
copying, He providentially kept it from serious error, although He permitted a few scribal mistakes.

The small proportion of numbers where there is disagreement testifies to the scrupulous care with which Bible man-
uscripts were copied. That there are some divergences should warn us to compare Scripture with Scripture and always
to recognize the danger of overemphasizing any isolated passage.

Some say that Chronicles, written much later than Samuel and Kings, has exaggerated numbers so as to enhance the
reputation of ancient Israel. Whereas a few numbers in Chronicles are much larger than in Samuel or Kings (1 Chr.
18:4; 19:18; 21:5, as to Israel: 2 Chr. 3:15; 4:5), yet there are almost as many instances where numbers in Samuel or
Kings are much larger than in Chronicles (1 Chr. 11:11; 21:12; 2 Chr. 8:10; 9:25).



would not drink it. These things
were done by the three mighty men.

20aAbishai the brother of Joab
was chief of another three.* He had
lifted up his spear against three
hundred men, killed them, and won
a name among these three.

21Of the three he was more hon-
ored than the other two men.
Therefore he became their captain.
However he did not attain to the
first three.

22Benaiah was the son of Jehoia-
da, the son of a valiant man from
Kabzeel, who had done many
deeds. He had killed two lion-like
heroes of Moab. He also had gone
down and killed a lion in the midst
of a pit on a snowy day.

23And he killed an Egyptian, a
man of great height, five bcubits
tall. In the Egyptian’s hand there
was a spear like a weaver’s beam;
and he went down to him with a
staff, wrested the spear out of the
Egyptian’s hand, and killed him
with his own spear.

24These things Benaiah the son of
Jehoiada did, and won a name
among three mighty men.

25Indeed he was more honored
than the thirty, but he did not attain
to the first three. And David ap-
pointed him over his guard.

26Also the mighty warriors were
Asahel the brother of Joab, Elhanan
the son of Dodo of Bethlehem,

27Shammoth the Harorite, cHelez
the Pelonite,

28dIra the son of Ikkesh the Teko-
ite, eAbiezer the Anathothite,

29Sibbechai the Hushathite, Ilai
the Ahohite,

30 fMaharai the Netophathite, He-

11:31

g 1 Chr. 27:1411:20

a 1 Chr. 18:12

11:23

b See Weights and
Measures (OT),
2 Chr. 2:10,
note

11:27

c 1 Chr. 27:10

11:28

d 1 Chr. 27:9

e 1 Chr. 27:12

11:30

f 1 Chr. 27:13
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led the son of Baanah the Netopha-
thite,

31Ithai* the son of Ribai of Gibe-
ah, of the sons of Benjamin, gBena-
iah the Pirathonite,

32Hurai of the brooks of Gaash,
Abiel the Arbathite,

33Azmaveth the Baharumite,* Eli-
ahba the Shaalbonite,

34the sons of Hashem the Gizo-
nite, Jonathan the son of Shageh the
Hararite,

35Ahiam the son of Sacar the Ha-
rarite, Eliphal the son of Ur,

36Hepher the Mecherathite, Ahi-
jah the Pelonite,

37Hezro the Carmelite, Naarai the
son of Ezbai,

38Joel the brother of Nathan, Mib-
har the son of Hagri,

39Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai
the Berothite* (the armorbearer of
Joab the son of Zeruiah),
*11:20 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and
Vulgate; Syriac reads thirty. *11:31 Spelled Ittai
in 2 Samuel 23:29 *11:33 Spelled Barhumite in
2 Samuel 23:31 *11:39 Spelled Beerothite in
2 Samuel 23:37

11:22 lion-like. Hebrew uncertain. Other English ver-
sions read Ariels, and sons of Ariel.

11:27 Shammoth. Or Shammah the Harodite, 2 Sam.
23:25. Pelonite. Or Paltite, 2 Sam. 23:26.

11:29 Sibbechai. Or Mebunnai, 2 Sam. 23:27. Ilai. Or
Zalmon, 2 Sam. 23:28.

11:30 Heled. Or Heleb, 2 Sam. 23:29.
11:32 Hurai. Or Hiddai, 2 Sam. 23:30. Abiel. Or Abi-

Albon, 2 Sam. 23:31.
11:34 Hashem. Or Jashen, 2 Sam. 23:32.
11:35 Sacar. Or Sharar, 2 Sam. 23:33. Eliphal. Or

Eliphelet, 2 Sam. 23:34. Ur. Or Ahasbai, 2 Sam. 23:34.
11:37 Naarai. Or Paarai, the Arbite, 2 Sam. 23:35.

N

●

●

0 30 Mi.

0 30 Km.

Dead
Sea

●

●

●

Bethlehem

En Gedi

Jebus (Jerusalem) 

Hebron

Maon

Desert 
of Maon

●
Carmel

●

Gath

● Ziklag

● Aphek

David’s journeys
After Saul’s death

Movements Early in the Life of David



(In the order of events 1 Chr. 12:8–15
follows 2 Sam. 5:17; 1 Chr. 14:8)
8Some Gadites joined David at

the stronghold in the wilderness,
mighty men of valor, men trained
for battle, who could handle shield
and spear, whose faces were like the
faces of lions, and were as swift as
gazelles on the mountains:

9Ezer the first, Obadiah the sec-
ond, Eliab the third,

10Mishmannah the fourth, Jere-
miah the fifth,

11Attai the sixth, Eliel the seventh,
12Johanan the eighth, Elzabad the

ninth,
13Jeremiah the tenth, and Mach-

banai the eleventh.
14These were from the sons of

Gad, captains of the army; the least
was over a hundred, and the great-
est was over a dthousand.

15These are the ones who crossed
the Jordan in the first month, when
it had eoverflowed all its banks; and
they put to flight all those in the val-
leys, to the east and to the west.

16Then some of the sons of Benja-
min and Judah came to David at the
stronghold.

17And David went out to meet
them, and answered and said to
them, “If you have come peaceably
to me to help me, my heart will be
united with you; but if to betray me
to my enemies, since there is no
wrong in my hands, may the God of
our fathers look and bring judg-
ment.”

18Then the fSpirit came upon
Amasai, chief of the captains, and
he said:

“We are yours, O David;
We are on your side, O son of

Jesse!
Peace, peace to you,
And peace to your helpers!
For your God helps you.”

40Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite,
41aUriah the Hittite, Zabad the

son of Ahlai,
42Adina the son of Shiza the Reu-

benite (a chief of the Reubenites)
and thirty with him,

43Hanan the son of Maachah,
Joshaphat the Mithnite,

44Uzzia the Ashterathite, Shama
and Jeiel the sons of Hotham the
Aroerite,

45Jediael the son of Shimri, and
Joha his brother, the Tizite,

46Eliel the Mahavite, Jeribai and
Joshaviah the sons of Elnaam, Ith-
mah the Moabite,

47Eliel, Obed, and Jaasiel the Me-
zobaite.

Companies that came to
David at Ziklag

12NOW these were the men
who came to David at bZik-

lag while he was still a fugitive from
Saul the son of Kish; and they were
among the mighty men, helpers in
the war,

2armed with bows, using both the
right hand and the left in churling
stones and shooting arrows with
the bow. They were of Benjamin,
Saul’s brethren.

3The chief was Ahiezer, then Jo-
ash, the sons of Shemaah the
Gibeathite; Jeziel and Pelet the sons
of Azmaveth; Berachah, and Jehu
the Anathothite;

4Ishmaiah the Gibeonite, a
mighty man among the thirty, and
over the thirty; Jeremiah, Jahaziel,
Johanan, and Jozabad the Gedera-
thite;

5Eluzai, Jerimoth, Bealiah, Shem-
ariah, and Shephatiah the Haru-
phite;

6Elkanah, Jisshiah, Azarel, Joezer,
and Jashobeam, the Korahites;

7and Joelah and Zebadiah the
sons of Jeroham of Gedor.

12:14

d 1 Sam. 18:13

12:15

e Josh. 3:15; 4:18-
19

12:18

f Holy Spirit (OT):
v. 18; 1 Chr.
28:12. (Gen.
1:2; Zech.
12:10, note)

11:41

a 2 Sam. 11:1-27

12:1

b 1 Sam. 27:6

12:2

c Judg. 20:16
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11:41 Hittite. Until the twentieth century the Hittites
were unknown apart from the Bible. This once puzzling
reference to them has, however, been illuminated by the
findings of archaeology. From Egyptian monuments (Tell
el-Amarna Tablets) and the Assyrian texts, it has been
shown that these were the Kheta or Hatti. Expeditions in
the first dozen years of this century have revealed that Bog-
haz-koi in Asia Minor (east of Ankara, Turkey) was the cap-

ital of the Hittite Empire. Periods of Hittite prominence:
about 2000–1800 B.C. and about 1400–1200 B.C.

12:15 first month. This is the month of Abib (or Nisan)
in the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the mod-
ern months of March–April. For more information on the
Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

12:18 Amasai. Or Amasa, 2 Sam. 17:25.



So David received them, and made
them captains of the troop.

19And some from aManasseh de-
fected to David when he was going
with the Philistines to battle against
Saul; but they did not help them, for
the lords of the Philistines sent him
away by agreement, bsaying, “He
may defect to his master Saul and
endanger our heads.”

20When he went to Ziklag, those
of Manasseh who defected to him
were Adnah, Jozabad, Jediael, Mi-
chael, Jozabad, Elihu, and Zillethai,
captains of the thousands who were
from Manasseh.

21And they chelped David against
the bands of raiders, for they were
all mighty men of valor, and they
were captains in the army.

22For at that time they came to
David day by day to help him, until
it was a great army, dlike the army
of God.

Men of Israel who made David king
(cp. 2 Sam. 5:1–3)

23Now these were the numbers of
the divisions that were equipped for
war, and came eto David at fHebron
to gturn over the kingdom of Saul to
him, haccording to the word of the
LORD:

24of the sons of Judah bearing
shield and spear, six thousand eight
hundred armed for war;

25of the sons of Simeon, mighty
men of valor fit for war, seven thou-
sand one hundred;

26of the sons of Levi four thou-
sand six hundred;

27Jehoiada, the leader of the Aar-
onites, and with him three thou-
sand seven hundred;

28 iZadok, a young man, a valiant
warrior, and from his father’s house
twenty-two captains;

29of the sons of Benjamin, rela-
tives of Saul, three thousand (until
then the greatest part of them had
remained loyal to the house of Saul);

30of the sons of Ephraim twenty
thousand eight hundred, mighty
men of valor, famous men through-
out their father’s house;

12:32

j Esth. 1:13

12:38

k 1 Kin. 8:61; see
Phil. 3:12, note

12:19

a vv. 20-21

b 1 Sam. 29:4

12:21

c 1 Sam. 30:1-20

12:22

d Josh. 5:13-15

12:23

e 2 Sam. 2:1-4

f 1 Chr. 11:1

g 1 Chr. 10:14

h 1 Sam. 16:1-4

12:28

i 2 Sam. 8:17;
1 Chr. 6:8,53

1 CHRONICLES 12:19–38 573
31of the half-tribe of Manasseh

eighteen thousand, who were desig-
nated by name to come and make
David king;

32of the sons of Issachar who had
understanding of the jtimes, to know
what Israel ought to do, their chiefs
were two hundred; and all their
brethren were at their command;

33of Zebulun there were fifty
thousand who went out to battle,
expert in war with all weapons of
war, stouthearted men who could
keep ranks;

34of Naphtali one thousand cap-
tains, and with them thirty-seven
thousand with shield and spear;

35of the Danites who could keep
battle formation, twenty-eight thou-
sand six hundred;

36of Asher, those who could go
out to war, able to keep battle for-
mation, forty thousand;

37of the Reubenites and the Gad-
ites and the half-tribe of Manasseh,
from the other side of the Jordan,
one hundred and twenty thousand
armed for battle with every kind of
weapon of war.

38All these men of war, who
could keep ranks, came to Hebron
with a kloyal heart, to make David
king over all Israel; and all the rest

12:33 stouthearted. Literally not of double heart; com-
pare Ps. 12:2; James 1:8.

12:23 DAVID’S LOYAL WARRIORS

Men from each tribe were loyal to David rather than to
Saul. They gathered together in force at Hebron to
show their support for David as king.

Men Number
of Judah 6,800
of Simeon 7,100
of Levi 4,600
Jehoiada and Aaronites 3,700
Zadok 22 captains
of Benjamin 3,000
of Ephraim 20,800
of Manasseh 200 chiefs
of Issachar 200 chiefs
of Zebulun 50,000
of Naphtali 1,000 captains

37,000
of Danites 28,600
of Asher 40,000
of Reubenites, Gadites, Manasseh 120,000

Total: 318,682



rines, on cymbals, and with trum-
pets.

Uzza struck for touching the ark
9And when they came to Chi-

don’s threshing floor, Uzza put out
his hand to hold the ark, for the
oxen stumbled.

10Then the anger of the LORD was
aroused against Uzza, and He struck
him hbecause he put his hand to the
ark; and he died there before God.

11And David became angry be-
cause of the LORD’S outbreak against
Uzza; therefore that place is called
Perez Uzza to this day.

12David was afraid of God that
day, saying, “How can I bring the
ark of God to me?”

13So David would not move the
ark with him into the City of David,
but took it aside into the house of
Obed-Edom the Gittite.

14The ark of God iremained with
the family of Obed-Edom in his
house three months. And the LORD
jblessed the house of Obed-Edom
and all that he had.

The prosperity of David’s reign
(2 Sam. 5:11–25; 23:13–17;

1 Chr. 3:5–9; 11:15–19; 12:8–15)

14NOW kHiram king of Tyre
sent messengers to David,

and cedar trees, with masons and
carpenters, to build him a house.

2So David knew that the LORD had
established him as king over Israel,
for his kingdom was lhighly exalted
for the sake of His people Israel.

3Then David took more wives in
Jerusalem, and David begot more
sons and daughters.

4And these are the mnames of his
children whom he had in Jeru-
salem: Shammua,* Shobab, Nathan,
Solomon,

5Ibhar, Elishua,* Elpelet,*
6Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia,
7Elishama, Beeliada,* and Eliphe-

let.

of Israel were of aone mind to make
David king.

39And they were there with Da-
vid three days, eating and drinking,
for their brethren had prepared for
them.

40Moreover those who were near
to them, from as far away as Issa-
char and Zebulun and Naphtali,
were bringing food on donkeys and
camels, on mules and oxen—provi-
sions of flour and cakes of figs and
cakes of raisins, wine and oil and
oxen and sheep abundantly, for
there was joy in Israel.

Doing a right thing in a wrong way
(2 Sam. 6:1–11)

13THEN David consulted with
the bcaptains of thousands

and hundreds, and with every leader.
2And David said to all the assem-

bly of Israel, “If it seems good to
you, and if it is of the LORD our God,
let us send out to our brethren
everywhere who are left in all the
land of Israel, and with them to the
priests and Levites who are in their
ccities and their common-lands,
that they may gather together to us;

3“and let us bring the ark of our
God back to us, for we have not in-
quired at it since the days of Saul.”

4Then all the assembly said that
they would do so, for the thing was
right in the eyes of all the people.

5So David gathered all Israel to-
gether, from Shihor in Egypt to as far
as the entrance of Hamath, to bring
the ark of God from dKirjath Jearim.

6And David and all Israel went up
to eBaalah,* to Kirjath Jearim, which
belonged to Judah, to bring up from
there the ark of God the LORD, who
fdwells between the cherubim,
where His name is proclaimed.

7So they gcarried the ark of God
on a new cart from the house of
Abinadab, and Uzza and Ahio drove
the cart.

8Then David and all Israel played
music before God with all their
might, with singing, on harps, on
stringed instruments, on tambou-
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h Num. 4:15,19-
20; cp. 1 Chr.
15:12-15
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i 2 Sam. 6:11

j 1 Chr. 26:4-8
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k 1 Kin. 5:1

14:2

l Num. 24:7

14:4

m 1 Chr. 3:5-8
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a 2 Chr. 30:12
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b 1 Chr. 11:15;
12:34
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c 1 Chr. 6:64

13:5

d 1 Sam. 6:21;
7:1-2
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e Josh. 15:9

f Ex. 25:22

13:7

g Cp. Num. 4:15;
1 Chr. 15:2,15

574 1 CHRONICLES 12:39—14:7

*13:6 Called Baale Judah in 2 Samuel 6:2
*14:4 Spelled Shimea in 3:5 *14:5 Spelled
Elishama in 3:6 * Spelled Eliphelet in 3:6
*14:7 Spelled Eliada in 3:8

13:9 Chidon. Or Nachon, 2 Sam. 6:6.
13:11 Perez Uzza. Literally the outburst against Uzza.

14:7 Beeliada. Or Eliada, 2 Sam. 5:16.



8Now awhen the Philistines
heard that David had been anointed
king over all Israel, all the Philis-
tines went up to search for David.
And David heard of it and went out
against them.

9Then the Philistines went and
made a raid on the Valley of Repha-
im.

10And David b inquired of God,
saying, “Shall I go up against the
Philistines? Will You deliver them
into my hand?” The LORD said to
him, “Go up, for I will deliver them
into your hand.”

11So they went up to Baal Pera-
zim, and David defeated them
there. Then David said, “God has
broken through my enemies by my
hand like a breakthrough of water.”
Therefore they called the name of
that place Baal Perazim.*

12And when they left their gods
there, David gave a commandment,
and they were burned with fire.

13Then the Philistines once
cagain made a raid on the valley.

14Therefore David inquired again
of God, and God said to him, “You
shall not go up after them; circle
around them, and come upon them
in front of the mulberry trees.

15“And it shall be, when you hear
a sound of marching in the tops of
the mulberry trees, then you shall
go out to battle, for God has gone
out dbefore you to strike the camp
of the Philistines.”

16So David did as God command-
ed him, and they drove back the
army of the Philistines from Gibeon
as far as Gezer.

17Then the fame of David went out
into all lands, and the LORD brought
the efear of him upon all nations.

David prepares to bring the ark
to Jerusalem (2 Sam. 6:12a)

15DAVID built houses for him-
self in the City of David; and

he fprepared a place for the ark of
God, and pitched a tent for it.

2Then David said, g“No one may
carry the ark of God but the Levites,
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g Num. 4:15; cp.
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h Num. 4:2-15;
Deut. 10:8; 31:9
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j Cp. 1 Chr. 13
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20:29
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for the LORD has chosen hthem to
carry the ark of God and to minister
before Him forever.”

3And David igathered all Israel to-
gether at Jerusalem, to jbring up the
ark of the LORD to its kplace, which
he had prepared for it.

4Then David assembled the chil-
dren of Aaron and the Levites:

5of the sons of Kohath, Uriel the
chief, and one hundred and twenty
of his brethren;

6of the sons of Merari, Asaiah the
chief, and two hundred and twenty
of his brethren;

7of the sons of Gershom, Joel the
chief, and one hundred and thirty of
his brethren;

8of the sons of Elizaphan, Shema-
iah the chief, and two hundred of
his brethren;

9of the sons of Hebron, Eliel the
chief, and eighty of his brethren;

10of the sons of Uzziel, Ammin-
adab the chief, and one hundred
and twelve of his brethren.

11And David called for lZadok and
mAbiathar the priests, and for the
Levites: for Uriel, Asaiah, Joel, She-
maiah, Eliel, and Amminadab.

12He said to them, “You are the
heads of the fathers’ houses of the
Levites; sanctify yourselves, you and
your brethren, that you may bring
up the ark of the LORD God of Israel
to the place I have prepared for it.

13“For nbecause you did not do it
the first time, the LORD our God
broke out against us, because we
did not consult Him about the prop-
er order.”

14So the priests and the Levites
sanctified themselves to bring up
the ark of the LORD God of Israel.

15And the children of the Levites
bore the ark of God on their shoul-
ders, by its poles, as Moses had
commanded according to the word
of the LORD.

16Then David spoke to the lead-
ers of the Levites to appoint their
brethren to be the singers accompa-
nied by instruments of music,
*14:11 Literally Master of Breakthroughs

14:9 Valley of Rephaim. Literally valley of the giants.
Josh. 17:15; 18:16.

14:16 Gibeon. Or Geba, 2 Sam. 5:25.

15:16 singers. Music is a vital factor in the worship in
both the OT and NT. The new song of praise and joy
which God puts in the mouths of His people (Ps. 40:3) is



the singers. David also wore a linen
gephod.

28Thus all Israel brought up the
ark of the covenant of the LORD with
hshouting and with the sound of the
horn, with trumpets and with cym-
bals, making music with stringed in-
struments and harps.

29And it happened, as the ark of
the covenant of the LORD came to
the City of David, that iMichal,
Saul’s daughter, looked through a
window and saw King David
whirling and playing music; and she
despised him in her heart.

The ark placed in the tabernacle
at Jerusalem (2 Sam. 6:17–19)

16SO they brought the ark of
God, and set it in the midst

of the j tabernacle that David had
erected for it. Then they offered
burnt offerings and peace offerings
before God.

2And when David had finished of-
fering the burnt offerings and the
peace offerings, he kblessed the
people in the name of the LORD.

3Then he distributed to everyone
of Israel, both man and woman, to
everyone a loaf of bread, a piece of
meat, and a cake of raisins.

Psalm of thanksgiving
4And he appointed some of the

Levites to minister before the ark of
the LORD, to lcommemorate, to
thank, and to praise the LORD God
of Israel:

5Asaph the chief, and next to him
Zechariah, then Jeiel, Shemiramoth,
Jehiel, Mattithiah, Eliab, Benaiah,
and Obed-Edom: Jeiel with stringed
instruments and harps, but Asaph
made music with cymbals;

6Benaiah and Jahaziel the priests
regularly blew the trumpets before
the ark of the covenant of God.

7On that day mDavid first deliv-
ered this npsalm into the hand of

stringed instruments, harps, and
cymbals, by raising the voice with
resounding joy.

17So the Levites aappointed He-
man the son of Joel; and of his breth-
ren, Asaph the son of Berechiah;
and of their brethren, the sons of
Merari, Ethan the son of Kushaiah;

18and with them their brethren of
the second rank: Zechariah, Ben,*
Jaaziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni,
Eliab, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattithi-
ah, Elipheleh, Mikneiah, Obed-
Edom, and Jeiel, the gatekeepers;

19the singers, Heman, Asaph, and
Ethan, were to sound the cymbals of
bronze;

20Zechariah, Aziel, Shemiramoth,
Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Maaseiah, and
Benaiah, with strings according to
bAlamoth;

21Mattithiah, Elipheleh, Mikne-
iah, Obed-Edom, Jeiel, and Azaziah,
to direct with harps on the cShemi-
nith;

22Chenaniah, leader of the Le-
vites, was instructor in charge of
the music, because he was skillful;

23Berechiah and Elkanah were
doorkeepers for the ark;

24Shebaniah, Joshaphat, Nethan-
el, Amasai, Zechariah, Benaiah, and
Eliezer, the priests, were to blow
the trumpets before the ark of God;
and dObed-Edom and Jehiah, door-
keepers for the ark.

The joyful procession with the ark
(2 Sam. 6:12b–16,20–23)

25So David, the elders of Israel,
and the captains over thousands
went to ebring up the ark of the cov-
enant of the LORD from the house of
Obed-Edom with joy.

26And so it was, when God helped
the Levites who bore the ark of the
covenant of the LORD, that they of-
fered seven bulls and seven rams.

27David was clothed with a robe
of fine flinen, as were all the Levites
who bore the ark, the singers, and
Chenaniah the music master with
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*15:18 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate;
Septuagint omits Ben.

Spirit-born (Eph. 5:18–19). Music also expresses confession
(e.g. Ps. 32; 51) and comfort in sorrow (e.g. Ps. 27). For the
music of public praise, Scripture stresses a high standard of
skill (15:22; compare 15:16—16:43; 25:1–7).

15:18 brethren. That is, helpers.

15:20 Aziel. Or Jaaziel, v. 18.
16:3 piece of meat. Perhaps a portion of wine. Hebrew

uncertain.
16:5 Jeiel. Or Jaaziel, 1 Chr. 15:18.



Asaph and his brethren, to thank
the Lord:

8 Oh, give thanks to the LORD!
Call upon His name;

aMake known His deeds among
the peoples!

9 Sing to Him, sing psalms to
Him;

Talk of all His wondrous works!
10 Glory in His holy name;

Let the hearts of those rejoice
who seek the LORD!

11 Seek the LORD and His strength;
Seek His face evermore!

12 Remember His marvelous
works which He has done,

His wonders, and the
judgments of His mouth,

13 O seed of Israel His servant,
You children of Jacob, His

bchosen ones!
14 He is the LORD our God;

His c judgments are in all the
earth.

15 Remember His covenant
forever,

The word which He
commanded, for a
thousand generations,

16 The covenant which He made
with dAbraham,

And His oath to eIsaac,
17 And fconfirmed it to gJacob for

a statute,
To Israel for an everlasting

covenant,
18 Saying, “To you I will give the

land of Canaan
As the allotment of your

inheritance,”
19 When you were hfew in

number,
Indeed very few, and strangers

in it.
20 When they went from one

nation to another,
And from one kingdom to

another people,
21 He permitted no man to do

them wrong;
Yes, He irebuked kings for their

sakes,
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22 Saying, “Do not touch My

anointed ones,
And do My jprophets no harm.”

23 kSing to the LORD, all the earth;
Proclaim the good news of His

salvation from day to day.
24 Declare His glory among the

nations,
His wonders among all peoples.

25 For the LORD is great and
greatly to be praised;

He is also to be feared above all
gods.

26 For all the lgods of the peoples
are idols,

But the LORD made the
heavens.

27 Honor and majesty are before
Him;

Strength and gladness are in
His place.

28 Give to the LORD, O families of
the peoples,

Give to the LORD glory and
strength.

29 Give to the LORD the glory due
His name;

Bring an offering, and come
before Him.

Oh, worship the LORD in the
beauty of holiness!

30 Tremble before Him, all the
earth.

The world also is firmly
established,

It shall not be moved.
31 Let the heavens rejoice, and let

the earth be glad;
And let them say among the

nations, “The LORD reigns.”
32 Let the sea roar, and all its

fullness;
Let the field rejoice, and all that

is in it.
33 Then the mtrees of the woods

shall rejoice before the
LORD,

For He is ncoming to judge the
earth.

34 oOh, give thanks to the LORD, for
He is good!

Asaph: collector. A Levite, musical composer, and the
leader of David’s choir.

16:18 allotment. Literally cord, or line.
16:25 feared. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expres-

sion meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.



David desires to build the
LORD a house (2 Sam. 7:1–3)

17NOW it came to pass, when
David was dwelling in his

house, that David said to Nathan
the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a
house of icedar, but the ark of the
covenant of the LORD is under tent
curtains.”

2Then Nathan said to David, “Do
all that is in your heart, for God is
with you.”

The LORD’s plan to build David
a royal lineage (2 Sam. 7:4–17):

The Davidic Covenant
3But it happened that night that

the word of God came to Nathan,
saying,

4“Go and tell My servant David,
‘Thus says the LORD: “You shall jnot
build Me a house to dwell in.

5“For I have not dwelt in a house
since the time that I brought up Is-
rael, even to this day, but have gone
from tent to tent, and from one
tabernacle to another.

6“Wherever I have moved about
with all Israel, have I ever spoken a
word to any of the judges of Israel,
whom I commanded to shepherd
My people, saying, ‘Why have you
not built Me a house of cedar?’ ” ’

7“Now therefore, thus shall you
say to My servant David, ‘Thus says
the LORD of hosts: “I took you kfrom
the sheepfold, from following the
sheep, to be ruler over My people
Israel.

8“And I have been with you
wherever you have gone, and have
cut off all your enemies from before
you, and have made you a name like
the name of the great men who are
on the earth.

9“Moreover I will appoint a place
for My people Israel, and will lplant
them, that they may dwell in a place

For His mercy endures forever.
35 And say, “Save us, O God of

our salvation;
Gather us together, and deliver

us from the Gentiles,
To give thanks to Your holy

name,
To triumph in Your praise.”

36 Blessed be the LORD God of
Israel

From everlasting to everlasting!

And all the people said, “Amen!”
and praised the LORD.

Worship before the ark
37So he left aAsaph and his broth-

ers there before the ark of the cov-
enant of the LORD to minister before
the ark regularly, as every day’s
work brequired;

38and cObed-Edom with his sixty-
eight brethren, including Obed-
Edom the son of Jeduthun, and Ho-
sah, to be gatekeepers;

39and dZadok the priest and his
brethren the priests, before the
tabernacle of the LORD at the high
place that was at eGibeon,

40to offer burnt offerings to the
LORD on the altar of burnt offering
regularly morning and evening, and
to do according to all that is written
in the Law of the LORD which He
fcommanded Israel;

41and with them Heman and Je-
duthun and the rest who were cho-
sen, who were gdesignated by
name, to give thanks to the LORD,
because His mercy endures forever;

42and with them Heman and Je-
duthun, to sound aloud with trum-
pets and cymbals and the musical
instruments of God. Now the sons
of Jeduthun were gatekeepers.

43Then hall the people departed,
every man to his house; and David
returned to bless his house.
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16:37 Asaph. Asaph was the writer of Ps. 50 and 73—
83. ark of the covenant. The ancient tabernacle was now
divided; the ark was brought into Zion (see 1 Chr. 11:5,
note), whereas the bronze altar at least, and probably the
furnishings of the Holy Place (Ex. 25:23–40; 37:10–28;
40:22–27), were established in the high place at Gibeon.
Asaph and the singers (1 Chr. 6:31–47; 15:16–19; 16:5;
25:6) were left before the ark, while the priests ministered
in Gibeon before the tabernacle (16:39). All this was con-

fusion (compare Heb. 9:1–7). With the construction of the
temple the divine order seems to have been restored.

Nathan: gift. The prophet who confronted David with
his sins regarding Bathsheba and Uriah.

17:2 said to David. Compare vv. 3–4. It is folly to rely
on human judgment in the things that pertain to God.

17:9 as previously. Or as previously, when I set judges
over My people, Israel.



of their own and move no more;
nor shall the sons of wickedness op-
press them anymore, as previously,

10“since the time that I com-
manded judges to be over My peo-
ple Israel. Also I will subdue all your
enemies. Furthermore I tell you that
the LORD will build you a house.*

11“And it shall be, when your
days are afulfilled, when you must
go to be with your fathers, that I
will set up your seed after you, who
will be of your sons; and I will es-
tablish his kingdom.

12b“He shall build Me a house,
and I will establish his throne for-
ever.

13“I will be his Father, and he
shall be My cson; and I will not take
My mercy away from him, das I took
it from him who was before you.

14“And I will establish him in My
house and in My kingdom forever;
and his throne shall be established
eforever.” ’ ”

15According to all these words
and according to all this vision, so
Nathan spoke to David.

David’s worship, and his prayer
that his house might be blessed always

(2 Sam. 7:18–29)
16Then King David went in and

sat before the LORD; and he said:
“Who am I, O LORD God? And what
is my house, that You have brought
me this far?

17“And yet this was a small thing
in Your sight, O God; and You have
also spoken of Your servant’s house
for a great while to come, and have
regarded me according to the rank
of a man of high degree, O LORD
God.

18“What more can David say to
You for the honor of Your servant?
For You know Your servant.

19“O LORD, for Your servant’s
sake, and according to Your own
heart, You have done all this great-
ness, in making known all these
great things.

20“O LORD, there is none like You,
nor is there any God besides You,
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according to all that we have heard
with our ears.

21 f“And who is like Your people
Israel, the one nation on the earth
whom God went to gredeem for
Himself as a people—to make for
Yourself a name by great and awe-
some deeds, by driving out nations
from before Your people whom You
redeemed from Egypt?

22“For You have made Your peo-
ple Israel Your very own people for-
ever; and You, LORD, have become
their God.

23“And now, O LORD, the word
which You have spoken concerning
Your servant and concerning his
house, let it be established forever,
and do as You have said.

24“So let it be established, that
Your name may be magnified forev-
er, saying, ‘The LORD of hosts, the
God of Israel, is Israel’s God.’ And
let the house of Your servant David
be established before You.

25“For You, O my God, have re-
vealed to Your servant that You will
build him a house. Therefore Your
servant has found it in his heart to
pray before You.

26“And now, LORD, You are God,
and have promised this goodness to
Your servant.

27“Now You have been pleased to
bless the house of Your servant, that
it may continue before You forever;
for You have blessed it, O LORD, and
it shall be blessed forever.”

Full establishment of David’s
kingdom (2 Sam. 8:1–18)

18 hAFTER this it came to pass
that David attacked the Phi-

listines, subdued them, and took
Gath and its towns from the hand of
the Philistines.

2Then he defeated iMoab, and
the Moabites became David’s jser-
vants, and kbrought tribute.

3And lDavid defeated Hadadezer*

king of Zobah as far as Hamath, as
*17:10 That is, a royal dynasty *18:3 Hebrew
Hadarezer, and so throughout chapters 18 and 19

17:11 when your days are fulfilled. Here both the long
and short views of prophecy may be seen. The promise of
vv. 11–14 was fulfilled first in Solomon (1 Kin. 8:19–20),

and will be fulfilled in Christ (Luke 1:31–33; Acts
15:14–16). seed. That is, Solomon, 1 Kin. 5:5; 6:12; 8:19–
21; 1 Chr. 22:9–13; 28:20.



and administered judgment and jus-
tice to all his people.

15Joab the son of Zeruiah was
over the army; Jehoshaphat the son
of Ahilud was recorder;

16Zadok the son of Ahitub and
Abimelech the son of Abiathar were
the priests; Shavsha* was the scribe;

17Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was
over the Cherethites and the
Pelethites; and David’s sons were
chief ministers at the king’s side.

(In chronological order
2 Sam. 9 precedes ch. 19)

The Ammonite-Syrian campaigns
under Joab (v. 8) and David (v. 17);

(2 Sam. 10)

19IT happened after this that
jNahash the king of the peo-

ple of Ammon died, and his son
reigned in his place.

2Then David said, “I will show
kindness to Hanun the son of Na-
hash, because his father showed
kindness to me.” So David sent mes-
sengers to comfort him concerning
his father. And David’s servants
came to Hanun in the land of the
people of Ammon to comfort him.

3And the princes of the people of
Ammon said to Hanun, “Do you
think that David really honors your
father because he has sent com-
forters to you? Did his servants not
come to you to search and to over-
throw and to spy out the kland?”

4Therefore Hanun took David’s
servants, lshaved them, and cut off
their garments in the middle, at their
mbuttocks, and sent them away.

5Then some went and told David
about the men; and he sent to meet
them, because the men were great-
ly ashamed. And the king said,
“Wait at Jericho until your beards
have grown, and then return.”

6When the people of Ammon saw
that they had made themselves re-
pulsive to David, Hanun and the

he went to establish his power by
the River Euphrates.

4David took from him one thou-
sand chariots, aseven thousand*

horsemen, and twenty thousand
foot soldiers. Also David hamstrung
all the chariot horses, except that
he spared enough of them for one
hundred chariots.

5When the bSyrians of Damascus
came to help Hadadezer king of Zo-
bah, David killed twenty-two thou-
sand of the Syrians.

6Then David put garrisons in Syr-
ia of Damascus; and the Syrians be-
came David’s servants, and brought
tribute. So the LORD preserved Da-
vid wherever he went.

7And David took the shields of
gold that were on the servants of
Hadadezer, and brought them to
Jerusalem.

8Also from Tibhath and from
Chun, cities of Hadadezer, David
brought a large amount of cbronze,
with which Solomon made the
bronze Sea, the pillars, and the arti-
cles of bronze.

9Now when Tou king of Hamath
heard that David had defeated all the
army of Hadadezer king of Zobah,

10he sent Hadoram* his son to
King David, to greet him and bless
him, because he had fought against
Hadadezer and defeated him (for
Hadadezer had been at war with
Tou); and Hadoram brought with
him all kinds of darticles of gold, sil-
ver, and bronze.

11King David also dedicated these
to the LORD, along with the silver
and gold that he had brought from
all these nations—from Edom, from
Moab, from the epeople of Ammon,
from the fPhilistines, and from
gAmalek.

12Moreover hAbishai the son of
Zeruiah killed eighteen thousand
Edomites* in the Valley of Salt.

13He also put garrisons in iEdom,
and all the Edomites became Da-
vid’s servants. And the LORD pre-
served David wherever he went.

14So David reigned over all Israel,

19:1

j 1 Sam. 11:1

19:3

k Cp. Gen. 42:9-
16

19:4

l Cp. Is. 15:2

m Is. 20:4

18:4

a Cp. 2 Sam. 8:4;
see 1 Chr.
11:11, note

18:5

b 2 Sam. 8:5-6;
cp. 1 Kin.
11:23-25

18:8

c 1 Kin. 7:13-51

18:10

d 2 Sam. 8:10-12

18:11

e 2 Sam. 10:14

f 2 Sam. 5:17-25

g 2 Sam. 1:1

18:12

h 2 Sam. 23:18;
1 Chr. 2:16

18:13

i Gen. 27:29-40;
Num. 24:18;
2 Sam. 8:14

580 1 CHRONICLES 18:4—19:6

*18:4 Or seven hundred (compare 2 Samuel 8:4)
*18:10 Spelled Joram in 2 Samuel 8:10
*18:12 Or Syrians (compare 2 Samuel 8:13)
*18:16 Spelled Seraiah in 2 Samuel 8:17

18:8 Tibhath. Or Betah, 2 Sam. 8:8. Chun. Or Berothai,
2 Sam. 8:8.

18:9 Tou. Or Toi, 2 Sam. 8:9.



people of Ammon sent a thousand
atalents of silver to hire for them-
selves chariots and horsemen from
bMesopotamia,* from Syrian Maa-
cah, and from Zobah.*

7So they hired for themselves
thirty-two thousand chariots, with
the king of Maacah and his people,
who came and encamped before
Medeba. Also the people of Ammon
gathered together from their cities,
and came to battle.

8Now when David heard of it, he
sent Joab and all the army of the
mighty men.

9Then the people of Ammon
came out and put themselves in bat-
tle array before the gate of the city,
and the kings who had come were
by themselves in the field.

10When Joab saw that the battle
line was against him before and be-
hind, he chose some of Israel’s best
and put them in battle array against
the Syrians.

11And the rest of the people he
put under the command of Abishai
his brother, and they set themselves
in battle array against the people of
Ammon.

12Then he said, “If the Syrians are
too strong for me, then you shall
help me; but if the people of Am-
mon are too strong for you, then I
will help you.

13“Be of good courage, and let us
be strong for our people and for the
cities of our God. And may the LORD
do what is good in His sight.”

14So Joab and the people who
were with him drew near for the
battle against the Syrians, and they
fled before him.

15When the people of Ammon
saw that the Syrians were fleeing,
they also fled before Abishai his
brother, and entered the city. So
Joab went to Jerusalem.

16Now when the Syrians saw that
they had been defeated by Israel,
they sent messengers and brought
the Syrians who were beyond the
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River, and Shophach* the comman-
der of Hadadezer’s army went be-
fore them.

17When it was told David, he
gathered all Israel, crossed over the
Jordan and came upon them, and
set up in battle array against them.
So when David had set up in battle
array against the Syrians, they
fought with him.

18Then the Syrians fled before Is-
rael; and David killed cseven thou-
sand* charioteers and forty thou-
sand foot soldiers* of the Syrians,
and killed Shophach the comman-
der of the army.

19And when the servants of
Hadadezer saw that they were de-
feated by Israel, they made peace
with David and became his servants.
So the Syrians were not willing to
help the people of Ammon anymore.

Joab and David take Rabbah of Ammon
(2 Sam. 12:26–31; cp. 11:1—12:25)

20IT happened in the spring of
the year, at the time kings go

out to battle, that Joab led out the
armed forces and ravaged the coun-
try of the people of Ammon, and
came and besieged Rabbah. But Da-
vid stayed at Jerusalem. And Joab
defeated Rabbah and overthrew it.

2Then David took their king’s
crown from his head, and found it
to weigh a dtalent of gold, and there
were precious stones in it. And it
was set on David’s head. Also he
brought out the spoil of the city in
great abundance.

3And he brought out the people
who were in it, and put them to
work* with saws, with iron picks,
and with axes. So David did to all
the cities of the people of Ammon.
Then David and all the people re-
turned to Jerusalem.
*19:6 Hebrew Aram Naharaim * Spelled Zoba
in 2 Samuel 10:6 *19:16 Spelled Shobach in
2 Samuel 10:16 *19:18 Or seven hundred
(compare 2 Samuel 10:18) * Or horsemen
(compare 2 Samuel 10:18) *20:3 Septuagint
reads cut them.

Joab: Jehovah is father. The commander of David’s
army who fought against Saul and ended the rebellion
led by Absalom.

19:16 the River. That is, the Euphrates.

Abishai: of a gift. A loyal companion to David during
battle.

20:1 David stayed at Jerusalem. Here should be read
2 Sam. 11:2—12:25, with Ps. 51.



Israel had one hmillion one hundred
thousand men who drew the sword,
and Judah had h four hundred and
seventy thousand men who drew
the sword.

6But he did not count Levi and
Benjamin among them, for the
king’s word was abominable to Joab.

7And God was displeased with this
thing; therefore He struck Israel.

8So David said to God, “I have
isinned greatly, because I have done
this thing; but now, I pray, take
away the iniquity of Your servant,
for I have done very foolishly.”

9Then the LORD spoke to Gad, Da-
vid’s jseer, saying,

10“Go and tell David, ksaying,
‘Thus says the LORD: “I offer you
three things; choose one of them for
yourself, that I may do it to you.” ’ ”

11So Gad came to David and said
to him, “Thus says the LORD:
‘Choose for yourself,

12‘either lthree* years of famine,
or three months to be defeated by
your foes with the sword of your en-
emies overtaking you, or else for
three days the sword of the LORD—
the plague in the land, with the man-
gel of the LORD destroying through-
out all the territory of Israel.’ Now
consider what answer I should take
back to Him who sent me.”

13And David said to Gad, “I am in
great distress. Please let me fall into
the hand of the LORD, for His mer-
cies are very great; but do not let
me fall into the hand of man.”

14So the LORD sent a nplague
upon Israel, and seventy thousand
men of Israel fell.

15oAnd God sent an pangel to
Jerusalem to destroy it. As he* was
destroying, the LORD looked and re-
lented of the disaster, and said to
the angel who was destroying, “It is
enough; now restrain your* hand.”
And the angel of the LORD stood by
the qthreshing floor of Ornan the
Jebusite.

War against Philistines
(2 Sam. 21:15–22)

4Now it happened afterward that
war broke out at Gezer with the
Philistines, at which time Sibbechai
the Hushathite killed Sippai,* who
was one of the sons of the giant.
And they were subdued.

5Again there was war with the
Philistines, and Elhanan the son of
Jair* killed Lahmi the brother of Go-
liath the Gittite, the shaft of whose
spear was like a weaver’s abeam.

6Yet again there was war at
bGath, where there was a man of
great stature, with twenty-four fin-
gers and toes, six on each hand and
six on each foot; and he also was
born to the giant.

7So when he defied Israel, Jona-
than the son of Shimea, David’s
brother, killed him.

8These were born to the giant in
Gath, and they fell by the hand of
David and by the hand of his ser-
vants.

(Events of David’s family troubles,
the revolt of Absalom, etc. in 2 Sam.
13—21, take place prior to ch. 21)

Three days’ plague as a result of
David’s sin of numbering the people

(2 Sam. 24:1–17)

21NOW cSatan stood up
dagainst Israel, eand fmoved

David to number Israel.
2So David said to Joab and to the

leaders of the people, “Go, number
Israel from Beersheba to Dan, and
gbring the number of them to me
that I may know it.”

3And Joab answered, “May the
LORD make His people a hundred
times more than they are. But, my
lord the king, are they not all my
lord’s servants? Why then does my
lord require this thing? Why should
he be a cause of guilt in Israel?”

4Nevertheless the king’s word
prevailed against Joab. Therefore
Joab departed and went throughout
all Israel and came to Jerusalem.

5Then Joab gave the sum of the
number of the people to David. All

21:5

h Cp. 2 Sam.
24:9; see 1 Chr.
11:11, note

21:8

i 2 Sam. 12:13

21:9

j 1 Sam. 9:9;
2 Kin. 17:13;
1 Chr. 29:29;
2 Chr. 16:7,10;
Is. 30:9-10;
Amos 7:12-13

21:10

k 2 Sam. 24:12-14

21:12

l Cp. 2 Sam.
24:13; see
1 Chr. 11:11,
note

m Angel (of the
LORD): v. 12;
1 Chr. 21:15.
(Gen. 16:7;
Judg. 2:1, note)

21:14

n 1 Chr. 27:24

21:15

o 2 Sam. 24:16

p Angel (of the
LORD): v. 15;
1 Chr. 21:16.
(Gen. 16:7;
Judg. 2:1, note)

q 2 Chr. 3:1

20:5

a 1 Sam. 17:7

20:6

b 1 Sam. 5:8

21:1

c Satan: v. 1; Job
1:6. (Gen. 3:1;
Rev. 20:10,
note)

d Cp. Zech. 3:1

e Cp. Matt. 4:1-11

f Test/Tempt: v.
1; 2 Chr. 32:31.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note)

21:2

g Cp. 1 Chr.
27:23-24
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*20:4 Spelled Saph in 2 Samuel 21:18
*20:5 Spelled Jaare-Oregim in 2 Samuel 21:19
*21:12 Or seven (compare 2 Samuel 24:13)
*21:15 Or He * Or Your

20:4 Gezer. Or Gob, 2 Sam. 21:18.
20:7 Shimea. Or Shammah, 1 Sam. 16:9.

21:4 departed. Here should be read 2 Sam. 24:4–9.
21:15 Ornan. Or Araunah, 2 Sam. 24:16,18–24.



16Then David lifted his eyes and
saw the aangel of the LORD standing
between earth and heaven, having
in his hand a drawn bsword
stretched out over Jerusalem. So Da-
vid and the elders, clothed in sack-
cloth, fell on their faces.

17And David said to God, “Was it
not I who commanded the people to
be numbered? I am the one who has
sinned and done evil indeed; but
these csheep, what have they done?
Let Your hand, I pray, O LORD my
God, be against me and my father’s
house, but not against Your people
that they should be plagued.”

Plague stops after David’s
offering (2 Sam. 24:18–25)

18Therefore, the dangel of the
LORD commanded Gad to say to Da-
vid that David should go and erect
an altar to the LORD on the ethresh-
ing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.

19So David went up at the word
of Gad, which he had spoken in the
name of the LORD.

20Now Ornan turned and saw the
fangel; and his four sons who were
with him hid themselves, but Or-
nan continued threshing wheat.

21So David came to Ornan, and
Ornan looked and saw David. And
he went out from the threshing
floor, and bowed before David with
his face to the ground.

22Then David said to Ornan,
“Grant me the place of this thresh-
ing floor, that I may build an altar on
it to the LORD. You shall grant it to
me at the full price, that the plague
may be withdrawn from the people.”

23But Ornan said to David, “Take
it to yourself, and let my lord the
king do what is good in his eyes.
Look, I also give you the oxen for
burnt offerings, the threshing im-
plements for wood, and the wheat
for the grain offering; I give it all.”

24Then King David said to Ornan,
“No, but I will surely buy it for the
full price, for I will not take what is
yours for the LORD, nor offer burnt

21:25

g Cp. 2 Sam.
24:24; see
1 Chr. 11:11,
note

h See Coinage
(OT), Ex. 30:13,
note

21:26

i Lev. 9:24; Judg.
6:21; 1 Kin.
18:36-38

21:27

j Angel (of the
LORD): v. 27;
1 Chr. 21:30.
(Gen. 16:7;
Judg. 2:1, note)

21:29

k 1 Kin. 3:4;
2 Chr. 1:3; see
1 Chr. 16:37,
note

l 1 Chr. 16:39

21:30

m Angel (of the
LORD): v. 30; Ps.
34:7. (Gen.
16:7; Judg. 2:1,
note)

22:1

n Deut. 12:5-7;
2 Sam. 24:18-
25; 1 Chr.
21:18-28; 2 Chr.
3:1

22:2

o 1 Kin. 9:20-21;
2 Chr. 2:17-18

p 1 Kin. 5:17-18

22:3

q 1 Kin. 7:47

22:4

r 1 Kin. 5:6

22:5

s 1 Chr. 29:1-2

21:16

a Angel (of the
LORD): v. 16;
1 Chr. 21:18.
(Gen. 16:7;
Judg. 2:1, note)

b Josh. 5:13

21:17

c 2 Sam. 7:8

21:18

d Angel (of the
LORD): v. 18;
1 Chr. 21:20.
(Gen. 16:7;
Judg. 2:1, note)

e 2 Chr. 3:1

21:20

f Angel (of the
LORD): v. 20;
1 Chr. 21:27.
(Gen. 16:7;
Judg. 2:1, note)
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offerings with that which costs me
nothing.”

25So David gave Ornan gsix hun-
dred hshekels of gold by weight for
the place.

26And David built there an altar
to the LORD, and offered burnt offer-
ings and peace offerings, and called
on the LORD; and He answered him
from heaven by ifire on the altar of
burnt offering.

27So the LORD commanded the
jangel, and he returned his sword to
its sheath.

28At that time, when David saw
that the LORD had answered him on
the threshing floor of Ornan the Jeb-
usite, he sacrificed there.

29kFor the tabernacle of the LORD
and the altar of the burnt offering,
which Moses had made in the
wilderness, were at that time at the
high place in lGibeon.

30But David could not go before it
to inquire of God, for he was afraid of
the sword of the mangel of the LORD.

David prepares material for temple

22THEN David said, n“This is
the house of the LORD God,

and this is the altar of burnt offering
for Israel.”

2So David commanded to gather
the oaliens who were in the land of
Israel; and he appointed masons to
pcut hewn stones to build the house
of God.

3And David prepared iron in
abundance for the nails of the doors
of the gates and for the joints, and
bronze in abundance qbeyond mea-
sure,

4and cedar trees in abundance; for
the rSidonians and those from Tyre
brought much cedar wood to David.

5Now David ssaid, “Solomon my
son is young and inexperienced, and
the house to be built for the LORD
must be exceedingly magnificent, fa-
mous and glorious throughout all
countries. I will now make prepara-
tion for it.” So David made abundant
preparations before his death.

21:25 six hundred. A discrepancy has been imagined
in the two accounts, 2 Sam. 24:24 and here. The former
records the price of the threshing floor (Hebrew goren); this
verse the price of the place (Hebrew maqom) or area on

which afterward the temple, with its spacious courts, was
built (2 Chr. 3:1). David gave 50 shekels of silver for the
goren; 600 shekels of gold for the maqom.



12“Only may the LORD give you
fwisdom and understanding, and
give you charge concerning Israel,
that you may keep the law of the
LORD your God.

13“Then you will prosper, if you
take care to fulfill the statutes and
judgments with which the LORD
charged Moses concerning Israel.
Be strong and of good courage; do
not fear nor be dismayed.

14“Indeed I have taken much
trouble to prepare for the house of
the LORD one hundred thousand tal-
ents of gold and one million gtalents
of silver, and bronze and iron be-
yond measure, for it is so abundant.
I have prepared timber and stone
also, and you may add to them.

15“Moreover there are workmen
with you in abundance: woodsmen
and stonecutters, and all types of
skillful men for every kind of work.

16“Of gold and silver and bronze
and iron there is no limit. Arise and
begin working, and the LORD be
with you.”

17David also commanded all the

David’s charge to Solomon
and the leaders

6Then he called for his son
Solomon, and charged him to build
a house for the LORD God of Israel.

7And David said to Solomon: “My
son, as for me, ait was in my mind
to build a house to the name of the
LORD my God;

8“but the word of the LORD came
to me, bsaying, ‘You have shed much
blood and have made great wars; you
shall not build a house for My name,
because you have shed much blood
on the earth in My sight.

9‘Behold, a son shall be born to
you, who shall be a man of rest; and
I will give him crest from all his en-
emies all around. His name shall be
dSolomon,* for I will give peace and
quietness to Israel in his days.

10e‘He shall build a house for My
name, and he shall be My son, and I
will be his Father; and I will estab-
lish the throne of his kingdom over
Israel forever.’

11“Now, my son, may the LORD be
with you; and may you prosper, and
build the house of the LORD your
God, as He has said to you.

22:12

f 1 Kin. 3:9-12;
2 Chr. 1:10

22:14

g See Coinage
(OT), Ex. 30:13,
note
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a 2 Sam. 7:1-2

22:8

b 1 Chr. 28:3;
2 Sam. 7:5-13

22:9

c 1 Kin. 4:25

d 2 Sam. 12:24

22:10
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*22:9 Literally Peaceful

22:13 WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT: FEAR NOT!

The command: “Fear not”; “Do not be afraid”; “Do not fear,” is recorded in the Bible in 26 books on 95 different oc-
casions. These are powerful words of encouragement for everyone. See also Josh. 1:6, note.

Spoken by To Occasion Reference
God Abraham God’s promise to Abraham Genesis 15:1
Angel Hagar Needs water for her son Genesis 21:17
God Isaac Confirmation of the covenant Genesis 26:24
Joseph Brothers Brothers fear Joseph’s revenge Genesis 50:19
Moses Israelites God parts the Red Sea Exodus 14:13
Moses Israelites Before his death Exodus 31:6
God Joshua Becomes leader of Israelites Joshua 1:9
God Gideon Fear of death for seeing an angel Judges 6:23
David Solomon The command to build the Temple 1 Chronicles 22:13
Nehemiah People Opposition for building the walls Nehemiah 4:14
God Jeremiah The call to serve Jeremiah 1:8
Angel Joseph Encouragement to marry Mary Matthew 1:20
Gabriel Zacharias The announcement of John’s birth Luke 1:13
Gabriel Mary The announcement of Jesus’ birth Luke 1:30
Angels Shepherds The announcement: Christ is born Luke 2:10
Jesus Disciples Jesus walks on water Matthew 14:27
Jesus Multitude Jesus preaches Luke 12:7
Jesus Disciples Last Supper John 14:27
Angel Mary Christ’s resurrection Matthew 28:5
Jesus Disciples After his resurrection Matthew 28:10
God Paul At Corinth Acts 18:9



a leaders of Israel to help Solomon
his son, saying,

18“Is not the LORD your God with
you? And has He not given you brest
on every side? For He has given the
inhabitants of the land into my
hand, and the land is subdued be-
fore the LORD and before His people.

19“Now set your heart and your
soul to seek the LORD your God.
Therefore arise and build the sanc-
tuary of the LORD God, to cbring the
ark of the covenant of the LORD and
the holy articles of God into the
house that is to be built for the
name of the LORD.”

David makes Solomon king and
assembles Israel (cp. 1 Chr. 28:1)

23SO when David was old and
full of days, he dmade his son

Solomon king over Israel.
2And he gathered together all the

leaders of Israel, with the priests
and the Levites.

The twenty-four houses of the Levites;
Gershonites (v. 7); Kohathites (v. 12);
Merarites (v. 21). (Cp. Num. 3:25–37)

3Now the Levites were numbered
from the eage of thirty years and
above; and the fnumber of individ-
ual males was thirty-eight thousand.

4Of these, twenty-four thousand
were to glook after the work of the
house of the LORD, six thousand
were officers and h judges,

5four thousand were gatekeepers,
and four thousand ipraised the LORD
with musical instruments, “which jI
made,” said David, “for giving
praise.”

6Also David separated them into
kdivisions among the sons of Levi:
Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.

7Of the Gershonites: Laadan and
Shimei.

8The sons of Laadan: the first Je-
hiel, then Zetham and Joel—three
in all.

9The sons of Shimei: Shelomith,
Haziel, and Haran—three in all.
These were the heads of the fathers’
houses of Laadan.
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l Ex. 6:18,20

m Ex. 28:1; Heb.
5:4

23:19

n 1 Chr. 24:23
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a 1 Chr. 28:1-6

22:18

b 1 Kin. 5:4; 8:56

22:19

c 1 Kin. 8:1-11;
2 Chr. 5:2-14

23:1

d 1 Kin. 1:33-40;
1 Chr. 28:4-5
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e Num. 4:1-3

f Cp. Num. 4:48
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g 2 Chr. 2:2,18;
cp. Ezra 3:8-9

h Deut. 16:18-20
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i 1 Chr. 15:16

j 2 Chr. 29:25-27
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k 2 Chr. 8:14
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10And the sons of Shimei: Jahath,

Zina, Jeush, and Beriah. These were
the four sons of Shimei.

11Jahath was the first and Zizah
the second. But Jeush and Beriah did
not have many sons; therefore they
were assigned as one father’s house.

12The sons of Kohath: Amram, Iz-
har, Hebron, and Uzziel—four in all.

13The sons of lAmram: Aaron and
Moses; and mAaron was set apart,
he and his sons forever, that he
should sanctify the most holy things,
to burn incense before the LORD, to
minister to Him, and to give the
blessing in His name forever.

14Now the sons of Moses the man
of God were reckoned to the tribe
of Levi.

15The sons of Moses were Ger-
shon* and Eliezer.

16Of the sons of Gershon, Sheb-
uel was the first.

17Of the descendants of Eliezer,
Rehabiah was the first. And Eliezer
had no other sons, but the sons of
Rehabiah were very many.

18Of the sons of Izhar, Shelomith
was the first.

19Of the nsons of Hebron, Jeriah
was the first, Amariah the second,
Jahaziel the third, and Jekameam
the fourth.

20Of the sons of Uzziel, Michah
was the first and Jesshiah the sec-
ond.

21The sons of Merari were Mahli
and Mushi. The sons of Mahli were
Eleazar and Kish.

22And Eleazar died, and had no
sons, but only daughters; and their
brethren, the sons of Kish, took
them as wives.

23The sons of Mushi were Mahli,
Eder, and Jeremoth—three in all.

Revised duties of Levites
(cp. Num. 3:5–12)

24These were the sons of Levi by
their fathers’ houses—the heads of
the fathers’ houses as they were
counted individually by the number
of their names, who did the work
*23:15 Hebrew Gershom (compare 6:16)

23:7 Laadan. Or Libni, 1 Chr. 6:17.
23:10 Zina. Or Zizah, v. 11.
23:16 Shebuel. Or Shubael, 1 Chr. 24:20.

23:18 Shelomith. Or Shelomoth, 1 Chr. 24:22.
23:22 brethren. That is, cousins.



The twenty-four divisions of
the priests (cp. v. 31)

24NOW these are the divisions
of the sons of Aaron. The

ksons of Aaron were Nadab, Abihu,
Eleazar, and Ithamar.

2And lNadab and Abihu died be-
fore their father, and had no chil-

for the service of the house of the
LORD, from the age of twenty years
and above.

25For David said, “The LORD God
of Israel has given arest to His peo-
ple, that they may dwell in Jeru-
salem forever”;

26and also to the Levites, “They
shall bno longer carry the taberna-
cle, or any of the articles for its ser-
vice.”

27For by the clast words of David
the Levites were numbered from
twenty years old and above;

28because their duty was to help
the sons of Aaron in the service of
the house of the LORD, in the courts
and in the chambers, in the purify-
ing of all holy things and the work
of the service of the house of God,

29both with the dshowbread and
the efine flour for the grain offering,
with the unleavened cakes and
what is baked in the fpan, with
what is mixed and with all kinds of
measures and sizes;

30to stand every morning to thank
and praise the LORD, and likewise at
evening;

31and at every presentation of a
burnt offering to the LORD on the
Sabbaths and on the New Moons
and on the gset feasts, by number
according to the ordinance govern-
ing them, regularly before the LORD;

32and that they should hattend to
the ineeds of the tabernacle of
meeting, the needs of the holy
place, and the jneeds of the sons of
Aaron their brethren in the work of
the house of the LORD.

24:1

k Lev. 10:1-6;
Num. 26:60-61;
1 Chr. 6:3

24:2

l Num. 3:1-4

23:25

a 1 Chr. 22:18

23:26

b Num. 4:1-49

23:27

c 2 Sam. 23:1

23:29

d Lev. 24:5-9

e Lev. 2:1

f Lev. 2:5; 1 Chr.
9:31

23:31

g Lev. 23:23-44

23:32

h 2 Chr. 13:10-11

i Num. 1:53

j Num. 3:6-9
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23:28 duty. This was a new duty; their former duty of
carrying the tabernacle (Num. 1:50) was ended.

23:29 showbread. “The showbread,” a type of Christ,
the Bread of God, nourisher of the Christian’s life as a be-
liever-priest (1 Pet. 2:9; Rev. 1:6). In John 6:33–58 our Lord
has more in mind the manna, that food which “comes
down from heaven”; but all typical meanings of bread are
there gathered into His words. The manna is the life-giving
Christ; the showbread, the life-sustaining Christ. The show-
bread typifies Christ as the “grain of wheat” (John 12:24)
ground in the mill of suffering (John 12:27) and brought
into the fire of judgment (John 12:31–33). We, as priests,
by faith feed upon Him as having undergone that in our
stead and for our sakes. We are fed by meditation upon
Christ, as in Heb. 12:2–3.

24:1 ORGANIZATION OF 
TEMPLE PERSONNEL

Although David did not build the Temple, he estab-
lished a detailed structure for responsibilities and duties
that was observed through the time of Christ. See
1 Chronicles 23—24.

Levites
The Levites were given new responsibilities now that the
tabernacle no longer needed to be moved. In general
they were to help the sons of Aaron in the service of the
temple. Their responsibilities are listed in 23:28–32.

They were divided into three groups: Gershonites,
Kohathites, Merarites.

Priests (sons of Aaron)
There was a total of 24 men. Each was scheduled to
serve in the Temple, one per day.

Musicians and Singers
The 4,000 singers were supervised by Asaph, Heman,
and Jeduthun and their sons.

Asaph and his four sons ministered with harps, stringed
instruments and cymbals. Jeduthun and his six sons min-
istered with a harp to give thanks and to praise the Lord.
Heman and his fourteen sons ministered with the horn.

These three groups also taught their relatives the
songs of the Lord so there was a total of 288 musicians.
They were divided into 24 groups of 12 each.

Gatekeepers
The 4,000 gatekeepers were supervised by the families
of Korah and Merari (Levites). They were in charge of
guarding the four gates of the Temple. All were as-
signed by drawing lots.

Each day there were six gatekeepers at the east gate;
four at the north, four at the south gate and two at the
storehouse; and four at the road on the west and two at
the west gate.

Treasurers
The Gershonites (Levites) were in charge of the treasur-
ies of the Temple and the things dedicated by King Da-
vid, by the former kings of Israel, and by commanders
of the army, as well as any plunder taken in battle.

Officials and Judges
The Izharites were assigned responsibilities away from
the temple and Jerusalem. They supervised the works of
the Lord and the service of the king in the surrounding
territories.



dren; therefore Eleazar and Ithamar
ministered as priests.

3Then David with Zadok of the
sons of Eleazar, and Ahimelech of
the sons of Ithamar, divided them
according to the schedule of their
service.

4There were more leaders found
of the sons of Eleazar than of the
sons of Ithamar, and thus they were
divided. Among the sons of Eleazar
were sixteen heads of their fathers’
houses, and eight heads of their fa-
thers’ houses among the sons of Ith-
amar.

5Thus they were divided by lot,
one group as another, for there
were officials of the sanctuary and
officials of the house of God, from
the sons of Eleazar and from the
sons of Ithamar.

6And the scribe, Shemaiah the
son of Nethanel, one of the Levites,
wrote them down before the king,
the leaders, Zadok the priest, Ahim-
elech the son of Abiathar, and the
heads of the fathers’ houses of the
priests and Levites, one father’s
house taken for Eleazar and one for
Ithamar.

7aNow the first lot fell to Je-
hoiarib, the second to Jedaiah,

8the third to Harim, the fourth to
Seorim,

9the fifth to Malchijah, the sixth
to Mijamin,

10the seventh to Hakkoz, the
eighth to Abijah,

11the ninth to Jeshua, the tenth to
Shecaniah,

12the eleventh to Eliashib, the
twelfth to Jakim,

13the thirteenth to Huppah, the
fourteenth to Jeshebeab,

14the fifteenth to Bilgah, the six-
teenth to Immer,

15the seventeenth to Hezir, the
eighteenth to Happizzez,*

16the nineteenth to Pethahiah,
the twentieth to Jehezekel,*

17the twenty-first to Jachin, the
twenty-second to Gamul,

24:23

b 1 Chr. 23:19

24:28

c 1 Chr. 23:22

24:31

d vv. 5-6
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a vv. 7-18; cp.
Ezra 2:36-39
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18the twenty-third to Delaiah, the

twenty-fourth to Maaziah.
19This was the schedule of their

service for coming into the house of
the LORD according to their ordi-
nance by the hand of Aaron their fa-
ther, as the LORD God of Israel had
commanded him.

Kohathites (2 Chr. 23:12) divided
20And the rest of the sons of Levi:

of the sons of Amram, Shubael; of
the sons of Shubael, Jehdeiah.

21Concerning Rehabiah, of the
sons of Rehabiah, the first was Isshi-
ah.

22Of the Izharites, Shelomoth; of
the sons of Shelomoth, Jahath.

23Of the bsons of Hebron,* Jeriah
was the first,* Amariah the second,
Jahaziel the third, and Jekameam
the fourth.

24Of the sons of Uzziel, Michah;
of the sons of Michah, Shamir.

25The brother of Michah, Isshiah;
of the sons of Isshiah, Zechariah.

Merarites (2 Chr. 23:21) divided
26The sons of Merari were Mahli

and Mushi; the son of Jaaziah, Beno.
27The sons of Merari by Jaaziah

were Beno, Shoham, Zaccur, and
Ibri.

28Of Mahli: Eleazar, who had cno
sons.

29Of Kish: the son of Kish, Jerah-
meel.

30Also the sons of Mushi were
Mahli, Eder, and Jerimoth. These
were the sons of the Levites accord-
ing to their fathers’ houses.

31These also dcast lots just as
their brothers the sons of Aaron did,
in the presence of King David, Za-
dok, Ahimelech, and the heads of
the fathers’ houses of the priests
and Levites. The chief fathers did
just as their younger brethren.
*24:15 Septuagint and Vulgate read Aphses.
*24:16 Masoretic Text reads Jehezkel.
*24:23 Supplied from 23:19 (following some
Hebrew manuscripts and Septuagint manuscripts)
* Supplied from 23:19 (following some Hebrew
manuscripts and Septuagint manuscripts)

24:3 Ahimelech. Or Abimelech, 1 Chr. 18:16.
24:10 Abijah. It was in the division of Abijah that

Zechariah, the husband of Elizabeth and the father of John
the Baptist, performed his priestly service in the temple in

Jerusalem (Luke 1:5).
24:20 Shubael. Or Shebuel, 1 Chr. 23:16.
24:22 Shelomoth. Or Shelomith, 1 Chr. 23:18.



the small as well as the great, the
teacher with the student.

9Now the first lot for Asaph came
out for Joseph; the second for Geda-
liah, him with his brethren and
sons, twelve;

10the third for Zaccur, his sons
and his brethren, twelve;

11the fourth for Jizri, his sons and
his brethren, twelve;

12the fifth for Nethaniah, his sons
and his brethren, twelve;

13the sixth for Bukkiah, his sons
and his brethren, twelve;

14the seventh for Jesharelah, his
sons and his brethren, twelve;

15the eighth for Jeshaiah, his sons
and his brethren, twelve;

16the ninth for Mattaniah, his
sons and his brethren, twelve;

17the tenth for Shimei, his sons
and his brethren, twelve;

18the eleventh for Azarel, his
sons and his brethren, twelve;

19the twelfth for Hashabiah, his
sons and his brethren, twelve;

20the thirteenth for Shubael, his
sons and his brethren, twelve;

21the fourteenth for Mattithiah,
his sons and his brethren, twelve;

22the fifteenth for Jeremoth,* his
sons and his brethren, twelve;

23the sixteenth for Hananiah, his
sons and his brethren, twelve;

24the seventeenth for Joshbeka-
shah, his sons and his brethren,
twelve;

25the eighteenth for Hanani, his
sons and his brethren, twelve;

26the nineteenth for Mallothi, his
sons and his brethren, twelve;

27the twentieth for Eliathah, his
sons and his brethren, twelve;

28the twenty-first for Hothir, his
sons and his brethren, twelve;

Number and service of
musicians and singers

25MOREOVER David and the
captains of the army separat-

ed for the service some of the asons
of Asaph, of Heman, and of Jedu-
thun, who should prophesy with
harps, stringed instruments, and
cymbals. And the number of the
skilled men performing their ser-
vice was:

2Of the sons of Asaph: Zaccur, Jo-
seph, Nethaniah, and Asharelah;
the sons of Asaph were under the
direction of Asaph, who prophesied
according to the order of the king.

3Of bJeduthun, the sons of Jedu-
thun: Gedaliah, Zeri, Jeshaiah,
Shimei, Hashabiah, and Mattithiah,
six,* under the direction of their fa-
ther Jeduthun, who prophesied
with a harp to give thanks and to
praise the LORD.

4Of Heman, the sons of Heman:
Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel, Sheb-
uel, Jerimoth,* Hananiah, Hanani,
Eliathah, Giddalti, Romamti-Ezer,
Joshbekashah, Mallothi, Hothir, and
Mahazioth.

5All these were the sons of He-
man the king’s seer in the words of
God, to exalt his chorn. For God
gave Heman fourteen sons and
three daughters.

6All these were under the direc-
tion of their father for the music in
the house of the LORD, with cymbals,
stringed instruments, and dharps, for
the service of the house of God.
Asaph, Jeduthun, and Heman were
under the eauthority of the king.

7So the fnumber of them, with
their brethren who were instructed
in the songs of the LORD, all who
were skillful, was two hundred and
eighty-eight.

Their division into twenty-four orders
8And they cast lots for their duty,

25:1

a 1 Chr. 6:33,39;
2 Chr. 5:12

25:3

b 1 Chr. 16:41-42

25:5

c 1 Chr. 16:42

25:6

d 1 Chr. 15:16

e 1 Chr. 15:19

25:7

f 1 Chr. 23:5

588 1 CHRONICLES 25:1–28

*25:3 Shimei, appearing in one Hebrew and several
Septuagint manuscripts, completes the total of six
sons (compare verse 17). *25:4 Spelled
Jeremoth in verse 22 *25:22 Spelled Jerimoth in
verse 4

Asaph: collector. A Levite, musical composer, and the
leader of David’s choir.

25:2 Asharelah. Or Jesharelah, v. 14.
25:3 Zeri. Or Jizri, v. 11.
25:4 Uzziel. Or Azarel, v. 18. Shebuel. Or Shubael,

v. 20.
25:5 horn. The words “horn” and “horns” (OT, qeren;

NT keras) are used in Scripture both literally and figuratively.
In the latter sense at least three meanings appear: (1) strength
in general (Deut. 33:17); (2) arrogant pride (Ps. 75:4–5); and
(3) political and military power (Dan. 8:20–21).

25:11 Jizri. Or Zeri, v. 3.
25:14 Jesharelah. Or Asharelah, v. 2.
25:18 Azarel. Or Uzziel, v. 4.
25:20 Shubael. Or Shebuel, v. 4.



29the twenty-second for Giddalti,
his sons and his brethren, twelve;

30the twenty-third for Mahazioth,
his sons and his brethren, twelve;

31the twenty-fourth for Romamti-
Ezer, his sons and his brethren,
twelve.

The divisions of the gatekeepers

26CONCERNING the divisions
of the agatekeepers: of the

Korahites, Meshelemiah the son of
Kore, of the sons of Asaph.

2And the sons of Meshelemiah
were bZechariah the firstborn, Jedia-
el the second, Zebadiah the third,
Jathniel the fourth,

3Elam the fifth, Jehohanan the
sixth, Eliehoenai the seventh.

4Moreover the sons of cObed-
Edom were Shemaiah the firstborn,
Jehozabad the second, Joah the third,
Sacar the fourth, Nethanel the fifth,

5Ammiel the sixth, Issachar the
seventh, Peulthai the eighth; for
God dblessed him.

6Also to Shemaiah his son were
sons born who governed their fa-
thers’ houses, because they were
men of great ability.

7The sons of Shemaiah were Oth-
ni, Rephael, Obed, and Elzabad,
whose brothers Elihu and Semachi-
ah were able men.

8All these were of the sons of
Obed-Edom, they and their sons
and their brethren, eable men with
strength for the work: sixty-two of
Obed-Edom.

9And Meshelemiah had sons and
brethren, eighteen able men.

10Also fHosah, of the children of
Merari, had sons: Shimri the first
(for though he was not the firstborn,
his father gmade him the first),

11Hilkiah the second, Tebaliah
the third, Zechariah the fourth; all
the sons and brethren of Hosah
were thirteen.

12Among these were the divisions
of the gatekeepers, among the chief
men, having duties just like their
brethren, to serve in the house of
the LORD.

26:13

h 1 Chr. 24:5,31;
25:8

26:20

i 1 Chr. 9:26

26:23

j Num. 3:27

26:26

k 2 Sam. 8:11-12

26:1

a 2 Chr. 35:15

26:2

b 1 Chr. 9:21

26:4

c 1 Chr. 15:18,21

26:5

d Cp. 1 Chr. 4:10

26:8

e 1 Chr. 9:13

26:10

f 1 Chr. 16:38

g Cp. Gen. 48:19
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13And they hcast lots for each

gate, the small as well as the great,
according to their father’s house.

14The lot for the East Gate fell to
Shelemiah. Then they cast lots for
his son Zechariah, a wise counselor,
and his lot came out for the North
Gate;

15to Obed-Edom the South Gate,
and to his sons the storehouse.*

16To Shuppim and Hosah the lot
came out for the West Gate, with
the Shallecheth Gate on the ascend-
ing highway—watchman opposite
watchman.

17On the east were six Levites, on
the north four each day, on the
south four each day, and for the
storehouse* two by two.

18As for the Parbar* on the west,
there were four on the highway and
two at the Parbar.

19These were the divisions of the
gatekeepers among the sons of Ko-
rah and among the sons of Merari.

Levites in charge of the treasuries
20Of the Levites, Ahijah was over

the treasuries of the ihouse of God
and over the treasuries of the dedi-
cated things.

21The sons of Laadan, the descen-
dants of the Gershonites of Laadan,
heads of their fathers’ houses, of
Laadan the Gershonite: Jehieli.

22The sons of Jehieli, Zetham and
Joel his brother, were over the trea-
suries of the house of the LORD.

23Of the jAmramites, the Izhar-
ites, the Hebronites, and the Uzziel-
ites:

24Shebuel the son of Gershom,
the son of Moses, was overseer of
the treasuries.

25And his brethren by Eliezer
were Rehabiah his son, Jeshaiah his
son, Joram his son, Zichri his son,
and Shelomith his son.

26This Shelomith and his breth-
ren were over all the treasuries of
the dedicated things kwhich King
*26:15 Hebrew asuppim *26:17 Hebrew
asuppim *26:18 Probably a court or colonnade
extending west of the temple

26:1 Meshelemiah. Or Shelemiah, v. 14. Kore. Or Ko-
rah, Ps. 42, title. Asaph. Or Ebiasaph, 1 Chr. 9:19.

26:14 Shelemiah. Or Meshelemiah, 1 Chr. 26:1.

26:20,26 dedicated. That is, holy. 2 Sam. 8:11.
26:21 Laadan. Or Libni, 1 Chr. 6:17.
26:21,22 Jehieli. Or Jehiel, 1 Chr. 23:8.



the heads of fathers’ houses, the
captains of thousands and hundreds
and their officers, served the king in
every matter of the military divi-
sions. These divisions came in and
went out month by month through-
out all the months of the year, each
division having twenty-four thou-
sand.

2Over the first division for the
first month was dJashobeam the son
of Zabdiel, and in his division were
twenty-four thousand;

3he was of the children of Perez,
and the chief of all the captains of
the army for the first month.

4Over the division of the second
month was Dodai an Ahohite, and
of his division Mikloth also was the
leader; in his division were twenty-
four thousand.

5The third captain of the army for
the third month was eBenaiah, the
son of Jehoiada the priest, who was
chief; in his division were twenty-
four thousand.

6This was the fBenaiah who was
mighty among the thirty, and was
over the thirty; in his division was
Ammizabad his son.

7The fourth captain for the fourth
month was gAsahel the brother of
Joab, and Zebadiah his son after
him; in his division were twenty-
four thousand.

8The fifth captain for the fifth
month was Shamhuth the Izrahite;
in his division were twenty-four
thousand.

9The sixth captain for the sixth
month was hIra the son of Ikkesh
the Tekoite; in his division were
twenty-four thousand.

10The seventh captain for the sev-
enth month was iHelez the Pelo-

David and the heads of fathers’
houses, the captains over thousands
and hundreds, and the captains of
the army, had dedicated.

27Some of the spoils won in bat-
tles they dedicated to maintain the
house of the LORD.

28And all that Samuel the seer,
Saul the son of Kish, Abner the son
of Ner, and Joab the son of Zeruiah
had dedicated, every dedicated
thing, was under the hand of She-
lomith and his brethren.

Officials and judges
over Israel outside Jerusalem

29Of the Izharites, Chenaniah and
his sons performed duties as aoffi-
cials and judges over Israel boutside
Jerusalem.

30Of the Hebronites, cHashabiah
and his brethren, one thousand sev-
en hundred able men, had the over-
sight of Israel on the west side of
the Jordan for all the business of the
LORD, and in the service of the king.

31Among the Hebronites, Jerijah
was head of the Hebronites accord-
ing to his genealogy of the fathers.
In the fortieth year of the reign of
David they were sought, and there
were found among them capable
men at Jazer of Gilead.

32And his brethren were two
thousand seven hundred able men,
heads of fathers’ houses, whom
King David made officials over the
Reubenites, the Gadites, and the
half-tribe of Manasseh, for every
matter pertaining to God and the af-
fairs of the king.

The twelve monthly captains

27AND the children of Israel,
according to their number,
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d 1 Chr. 11:11
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e 1 Chr. 18:17
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f 2 Sam. 23:20-23
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g 1 Chr. 11:26
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h 1 Chr. 11:28
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i 1 Chr. 11:27
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a 1 Chr. 23:4

b Neh. 11:16
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26:31 Jerijah. Or Jeriah, 1 Chr. 23:19.
27:2 first month. This is the month of Abib (or Nisan) in

the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of March–April. For more information on the He-
brew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

27:4 second month. This is the month of Iyyar (or Ziv)
in the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the mod-
ern months of April–May. For more information on the He-
brew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2. Dodai.
Or Dodo, 1 Chr. 11:12.

27:5 third month. This is the month of Sivan in the He-
brew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern months

of May–June. For more information on the Hebrew reli-
gious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

27:7 fourth month. This is the month of Tammuz in the
Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of June–July. For more information on the Hebrew
religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

27:8 fifth month. This is the month of Ab in the He-
brew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern months
of July–August. For more information on the Hebrew reli-
gious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2. Shamhuth. Or
Shammah, 2 Sam. 23:25; or Shammoth, 1 Chr. 11:27.

27:9 sixth month. This is the month of Elul in the He-



nite, of the children of Ephraim; in
his division were twenty-four thou-
sand.

11The eighth captain for the
eighth month was aSibbechai the
Hushathite, of the Zarhites; in his
division were twenty-four thousand.

12The ninth captain for the ninth
month was bAbiezer the Anathoth-
ite, of the Benjamites; in his divi-
sion were twenty-four thousand.

13The tenth captain for the tenth
month was cMaharai the Netopha-
thite, of the Zarhites; in his division
were twenty-four thousand.

14The eleventh captain for the
eleventh month was dBenaiah the
Pirathonite, of the children of Ephra-
im; in his division were twenty-four
thousand.

15The twelfth captain for the
twelfth month was Heldai the Ne-
tophathite, of Othniel; in his divi-
sion were twenty-four thousand.

The chief officers of the twelve tribes
16Furthermore, over the tribes of

Israel: the officer over the Reuben-
ites was Eliezer the son of Zichri;
over the Simeonites, Shephatiah the
son of Maachah;

17over the Levites, Hashabiah the
son of Kemuel; over the Aaronites,
Zadok;

18over Judah, Elihu, one of Da-
vid’s brothers; over Issachar, Omri
the son of Michael;

19over Zebulun, Ishmaiah the son
of Obadiah; over Naphtali, Jerimoth
the son of Azriel;

20over the children of Ephraim,
Hoshea the son of Azaziah; over the

27:23

e Deut. 6:3

f Gen. 22:17;
26:4; Ex. 32:13;
Deut. 1:10

27:24

g 2 Sam. 24:12-
15; 1 Chr. 
21:7-8

27:11

a 1 Chr. 11:29;
20:4

27:12

b 1 Chr. 11:28

27:13

c 1 Chr. 11:30

27:14

d 1 Chr. 11:31
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half-tribe of Manasseh, Joel the son
of Pedaiah;

21over the half-tribe of Manasseh
in Gilead, Iddo the son of Zechari-
ah; over Benjamin, Jaasiel the son of
Abner;

22over Dan, Azarel the son of Je-
roham. These were the leaders of
the tribes of Israel.

The forbidden numbering (cp. 21:1–7)
23But David did not take the num-

ber of those twenty years old and
under, because the LORD had said
He would emultiply Israel like the
fstars of the heavens.

24Joab the son of Zeruiah began a
census, but he did not finish, for
gwrath came upon Israel because of
this census; nor was the number
recorded in the account of the
chronicles of King David.

David’s various officials
25And Azmaveth the son of Adiel

was over the king’s treasuries; and
Jehonathan the son of Uzziah was
over the storehouses in the field, in
the cities, in the villages, and in the
fortresses.

26Ezri the son of Chelub was over
those who did the work of the field
for tilling the ground.

27And Shimei the Ramathite was
over the vineyards, and Zabdi the
Shiphmite was over the produce of
the vineyards for the supply of wine.

28Baal-Hanan the Gederite was
over the olive trees and the syca-
more trees that were in the low-
lands, and Joash was over the store
of oil.

brew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern months
of August–September. For more information on the He-
brew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

27:10 seventh month. This is the month of Tishri (or
Ethanim) in the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to
the modern months of September–October. For more in-
formation on the Hebrew religious calendar, see the note
at Lev. 23:2.

27:11 eighth month. This is the month of Marchesvan
(or Bul) in the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to
the modern months of October–November. For more in-
formation on the Hebrew religious calendar, see the note
at Lev. 23:2.

27:12 ninth month. This is the month of Chislev in the
Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of November–December. For more information on

the Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.
27:13 tenth month. This is the month of Tebeth in the

Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of December–January. For more information on the
Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

27:14 eleventh month. This is the month of Shebet in
the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of January–February. For more information on the
Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

27:15 twelfth month. This is the month of Adar in the
Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of February–March. For more information on the
Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2. Hel-
dai. Or Heled, 1 Chr. 11:30.

27:18 Elihu. Or Eliab, 1 Sam. 16:6.
27:28 lowlands. The “lowland” or Shephelah is a sec-



29And Shitrai the Sharonite was
over the herds that fed in Sharon,
and Shaphat the son of Adlai was
over the herds that were in the val-
leys.

30Obil the Ishmaelite was over
the camels, Jehdeiah the Merono-
thite was over the donkeys,

31and Jaziz the aHagrite was over
the flocks. All these were the offi-
cials over King David’s property.

David’s special counselors
32Also Jehonathan, David’s uncle,

was a counselor, a wise man, and a
scribe; and Jehiel the son of
Hachmoni was with the king’s sons.

33bAhithophel was the king’s
counselor, and cHushai the Archite
was the king’s companion.

34After Ahithophel was Jehoiada
the son of Benaiah, then dAbiathar.
And the general of the king’s army
was Joab.

David assembles and addresses
a great convocation (cp. 1 Chr. 23:1)

28NOW David assembled at
Jerusalem all the leaders of

Israel: the eofficers of the tribes and
the captains of the divisions who
served the king, the fcaptains over
thousands and captains over hun-
dreds, and the gstewards over all
the substance and possessions of
the king and of his sons, with the
officials, the valiant men, and all the
hmighty men of valor.

2Then King David rose to his feet
and said, “Hear me, my brethren
and my people: I had it in my heart
to build a house of rest for the ark of
the covenant of the LORD, and for
the ifootstool of our God, and had
made preparations to build it.

3“But God jsaid to me, ‘You shall
not build a house for My name, be-
cause you have been a man of war
and have shed kblood.’

4“However the LORD God of Israel
lchose me above all the house of my
father to be king over Israel forever,
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tion of the Holy Land bounded on the north by the Valley
of Aijalon, on the west by the Maritime Plain, on the east
by the Central Plateau, and reaching to Beersheba in the
south. It is characterized by low, rounded chalk hills divid-
ed by several broad valleys.

27:32 ORGANIZATION OF 
DAVID’S KINGDOM

King David was a great administrator, establishing a de-
tailed structure of roles and responsibilities for main-
taining the kingdom.

The Army and Commanders (27:2–15)
The army consisted of twelve divisions (one for each
month of the year). Each division contained 24,000 men:

Commander Division
Jashobeam first division, first month
Dodai second division, second month
Benaiah third division, third month
Asahel fourth division, fourth month
Shamhuth fifth division, fifth month
Ikkesh sixth division, sixth month
Helez seventh division, seventh month
Sibbechai eighth division, eighth month
Abiezer ninth division, ninth month
Maharai tenth division, tenth month
Benaiah eleventh division, eleventh month
Heldai twelfth division, twelfth month

Officers of the Tribes of Israel (27:16–22)
Eliezer over the tribe of Reuben
Shephatiah over the tribe of Simeon
Hashabiah over the tribe of Levi
Zadok over the family of Aaron
Elihu over the tribe of Judah
Omri over the tribe of Issachar
Ishmaiah over the tribe of Zebulun
Jerimoth over the tribe of Naphtali
Hoshea over the tribe of Ephraim
Joel over the half tribe of Manaseh
Iddo over the half tribe of Manasseh
Jaasiel over the tribe of Benjamin
Azarel over the tribe of Dan

Overseers (27:25–31)
Azmaveth in charge of the royal storehouses
Jehonathan in charge of storehouses outside 

Jerusalem, and the watchtowers
Ezri in charge of field workers
Shimei in charge of the vineyards
Zabdi in charge of the grapes to make wine
Baal-Hanan in charge of the olive and sycamore-

fig trees
Joash in charge of the olive oil
Shitrai, Shaphat in charge of the herds
Obil in charge of the cattle
Jehdeiah in charge of the donkeys
Jaziz in charge of the flocks

Other Advisors (27:32–34)
Jehonathan counselor and scribe
Jehiel took care of the king’s sons
Ahithophel counselor
Hushai friend to the king
Jehoiada counselor
Joab commander of the army



for He has chosen aJudah to be the
ruler. And of the house of Judah, the
house of my father, and among the
sons of my father, He bwas pleased
with me to make me king over all
Israel.

5“And of all my sons (for the LORD
has given me many sons) He has
chosen my son cSolomon to sit on
the throne of the kingdom of the
LORD over Israel.

6“Now He said to me, ‘It is your
son Solomon who shall build My
house and My courts; for I have
chosen him to be My son, and I will
be his Father.

7‘Moreover I will establish his
kingdom forever, if he is steadfast to
observe My commandments and
My judgments, as it is this day.’

8“Now therefore, in the sight of
all Israel, the assembly of the LORD,
and in the hearing of our God, be
careful to seek out all the command-
ments of the LORD your God, that
you may possess this good land, and
leave it as an inheritance for your
children after you forever.

David publicly charges Solomon
and gives him the divine plans

and gold and silver for the temple
9“As for you, my son Solomon,

know the God of your father, and
dserve Him with a eloyal heart and
with a willing mind; for the LORD
searches all fhearts and understands
all the intent of the thoughts. If you
gseek Him, He will be found by you;
but if you forsake Him, He will hcast
you off forever.

10“Consider now, for the LORD has
chosen you to build a house for the
sanctuary; ibe strong, and do it.”

11Then David gave his son Solo-
mon the plans for the jvestibule, its
houses, its treasuries, its upper
chambers, its inner chambers, and
the place of the mercy seat;

12and the kplans for all that he
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had by the lSpirit, of the courts of
the house of the LORD, of all the
chambers all around, of the treasur-
ies of the house of God, and of the
treasuries for the dedicated things;

13also for the division of the
priests and the mLevites, for all the
work of the service of the house of
the LORD, and for all the articles of
service in the house of the LORD.

14He gave gold by weight for
things of gold, for all articles used in
every kind of service; also silver for
all articles of silver by weight, for all
articles used in every kind of service;

15the weight for the nlampstands
of gold, and their lamps of gold, by
weight for each lampstand and its
lamps; for the lampstands of silver
by weight, for the lampstand and its
lamps, according to the use of each
lampstand.

16And by weight he gave gold for
the tables of the showbread, for
each otable, and silver for the tables
of silver;

17also pure gold for the forks, the
basins, the pitchers of pure gold,
and the golden bowls—he gave gold
by weight for every bowl; and for
the silver bowls, silver by weight for
every bowl;

18and refined gold by weight for
the paltar of incense, and for the
construction of the chariot, that is,
the gold cherubim that spread their
wings and overshadowed the ark of
the covenant of the LORD.

19“All this,” said David, “the
LORD made me understand in writ-
ing, by His hand upon me, all the
works of these qplans.”

David encourages Solomon to
build the temple

20And David said to his son Solo-
mon, r“Be strong and of good
courage, and do it; do not fear nor
be dismayed, for the LORD God—my
God—will be with you. He swill not

28:12 dedicated. That is, holy.
28:16 showbread. “The showbread,” a type of Christ,

the Bread of God, nourisher of the Christian’s life as a be-
liever-priest (1 Pet. 2:9; Rev. 1:6). In John 6:33–58 our Lord
has more in mind the manna, that food which “comes
down from heaven”; but all typical meanings of bread are
there gathered into His words. The manna is the life-giving

Christ; the showbread, the life-sustaining Christ. The show-
bread typifies Christ as the “grain of wheat” (John 12:24)
ground in the mill of suffering (John 12:27) and brought
into the fire of judgment (John 12:31–33). We, as priests,
by faith feed upon Him as having undergone that in our
stead and for our sakes. We are fed by meditation upon
Christ, as in Heb. 12:2–3.



7They gave for the work of the
house of God five thousand talents
and ten thousand idarics of gold, ten
thousand talents of silver, eighteen
thousand talents of bronze, and one
hundred thousand talents of iron.

8And whoever had precious
stones gave them to the treasury of
the house of the LORD, into the
hand of jJehiel* the Gershonite.

9Then the people rejoiced, for
they had offered kwillingly, because
with a lloyal heart they had offered
willingly to the LORD; and King Da-
vid also rejoiced greatly.

David’s thanksgiving and prayer
10Therefore David blessed the

LORD before all the assembly; and
David msaid:

“Blessed are You, LORD God of
Israel, our Father, forever
and ever.

11 nYours, O LORD, is the greatness,
The power and the glory,
The victory and the majesty;
For all that is in heaven and in

earth is Yours;
Yours is the kingdom, O LORD,
And You are exalted as head

over all.
12 Both riches and honor come

from You,
And You reign over all.
In Your hand is power and

might;
In Your hand it is to make great
And to give strength to all.

13“Now therefore, our God,
We thank You
And praise Your glorious name.

14 But who am I, and who are my
people,

That we should be able to offer
so willingly as this?

For all things come from You,
And of Your own we have given

You.
15 oFor we are aliens and pilgrims

before You,
As were all our fathers;

leave you nor forsake you, until you
have finished all the work for the
service of the house of the LORD.

21“Here are the divisions of the
priests and the Levites for all the
service of the house of God; and
aevery willing craftsman will be
with you for all manner of work-
manship, for every kind of service;
also the leaders and all the people
will be completely at your com-
mand.”

David, by his example, exhorts
the people to give willingly

29FURTHERMORE King David
said to all the assembly: “My

son Solomon, whom alone God has
bchosen, is cyoung and inexperi-
enced; and the work is great, be-
cause the temple* is not for man but
for the LORD God.

2“Now for the house of my God I
have prepared with all my might:
gold for things to be made of gold,
silver for things of silver, bronze for
things of bronze, iron for things of
iron, wood for things of wood, onyx
stones, stones to be set, glistening
stones of various colors, all kinds of
precious stones, and marble slabs in
abundance.

3“Moreover, because I have set my
affection on the house of my God, I
have given to the house of my God,
over and above all that I have pre-
pared for the holy house, my own
special treasure of gold and silver:

4d“three thousand e talents of
gold, of the gold of Ophir, and seven
thousand etalents of refined silver,
to overlay the walls of the houses;

5“the gold for things of gold and
the silver for things of silver, and for
all kinds of work to be done by the
hands of craftsmen. Who then is
fwilling to consecrate himself this
day to the LORD?”

The joyous response
6Then the leaders of the fathers’

houses, leaders of the tribes of Isra-
el, the captains of thousands and of
hundreds, with the gofficers over
the king’s work, hoffered willingly.
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*29:1 Literally palace *29:8 Possibly the same
as Jehieli (compare 26:21,22)

29:10 blessed the LORD. Observe the order: (1) giving (vv. 3–8); (2) joy (v. 9); (3) praising (v. 10); (4) prayer (vv.
11–19); and (5) worship (v. 20).



Our days on earth are as a
shadow,

And without hope.
16“O LORD our God, all this abun-

dance that we have prepared to
build You a house for Your holy
name is from Your hand, and is all
Your own.

17“I know also, my God, that You
atest the heart and have pleasure in
uprightness. As for me, in the up-
rightness of my heart I have willing-
ly offered all these things; and now
with joy I have seen Your people,
who are present here to offer will-
ingly to You.

18“O LORD God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Israel, our fathers, keep
this forever in the intent of the
thoughts of the heart of Your peo-
ple, and fix their heart toward You.

19“And give my son Solomon a
bloyal heart to keep Your command-
ments and Your testimonies and
Your statutes, to do all these things,
and to build the temple* for which I
have made provision.”

The people worship; Solomon
enthroned

(cp. 1 Chr. 23:1; 1 Kin. 2:12;
cp. 1 Kin. 1:1—3:1)

20Then David said to all the as-
sembly, “Now bless the LORD your
God.” So all the assembly blessed
the LORD God of their fathers, and
bowed their heads and prostrated
themselves before the LORD and the
king.

21And they made sacrifices to the
LORD and offered burnt offerings to
the LORD on the next day: a thou-
sand bulls, a thousand rams, a thou-
sand lambs, with their drink offer-
ings, and csacrifices in abundance
for all Israel.

22So they ate and drank before
the LORD with great gladness on that
day. And they made Solomon the
son of David king the dsecond time,
and anointed him before the LORD
to be the leader, and Zadok to be
priest.

23Then Solomon sat on the
throne of the LORD as king instead

29:28

e Cp. 1 Sam. 27:1

29:17

a 1 Chr. 28:9

29:19

b 1 Kin. 8:61; see
Phil. 3:12, note

29:21

c 1 Kin. 8:62-63

29:22

d 1 Kin. 1:32-35;
1 Chr. 23:1
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of David his father, and prospered;
and all Israel obeyed him.

24All the leaders and the mighty
men, and also all the sons of King
David, submitted themselves to
King Solomon.

25So the LORD exalted Solomon
exceedingly in the sight of all Israel,
and bestowed on him such royal
majesty as had not been on any king
before him in Israel.

Reign and death of David
(cp. 2 Sam. 5:4,5; 1 Kin.. 2:10–12;

1 Chr. 3:4)
26Thus David the son of Jesse

reigned over all Israel.
27And the period that he reigned

over Israel was forty years; seven
years he reigned in Hebron, and
thirty-three years he reigned in
Jerusalem.

28So he edied in a good old age,
full of days and riches and honor;
and Solomon his son reigned in his
place.

29Now the acts of King David,
first and last, indeed they are writ-
ten in the book of Samuel the seer,
in the book of Nathan the prophet,
and in the book of Gad the seer,

30with all his reign and his might,
and the events that happened to
him, to Israel, and to all the king-
doms of the lands.
*29:19 Literally palace

29:28 reigned. 971 B.C.

29:29 LITERATURE OF 
THE HEBREW PEOPLE

The OT points to a very extensive literature among the
Hebrew people which has not been preserved. Among
the uninspired books are the two mentioned here: The
Book of Nathan the Prophet (also in 2 Chr. 9:29), and
The Book of Gad the Seer. Among others are: The Book
of Jashar (Josh. 10:13; 2 Sam. 1:18); The Book of the
Acts of Solomon (1 Kin. 11:41); The Prophecy of Ahijah
the Shilonite, and The Visions of Iddo the Seer (2 Chr.
9:29; compare 12:15; 13:22); The Book of Shemaiah
the Prophet (2 Chr. 12:15); Isaiah’s The Acts of Uzziah
(2 Chr. 26:22); and The Sayings of Hozai (2 Chr. 33:19).
Some of the facts recorded in these now lost books ap-
pear, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, in the his-
torical records of the OT. The discoveries at and near
Qumran included portions of over 200 noncanonical
books.
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Background
Second Chronicles begins in the original with the Hebrew connective “waw,” indicating that it is a continuation of the
historical narrative; for 1 and 2 Chronicles formed one book in the old Hebrew Bible (the Masoretic Text of the Old Tes-
tament). Second Chronicles records several reformations, including the most extended account of any revival in Bible his-
tory—that under Hezekiah, chapters 29—31.

Outline
The book may be divided as follows:

I. The Reign of Solomon, with a Detailed Account of the Building
and Dedication of the Temple 1:1—9:31
A. Solomon Blessed by God 1:1–17
B. Preparation for Building the Temple 2:1–18
C. Building of the Temple 3:1—4:22
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I. The Reign of Solomon; the Temple
Built and Dedicated, 1—9

The LORD exalts Solomon,
who sacrifices and prays for wisdom

(1 Kin. 2:12; 3:4–9; 1 Chr. 29:23–25)

1NOW Solomon the son of David
was strengthened in his king-

dom, and the LORD his God was with
him and exalted him exceedingly.

2And Solomon spoke to all Israel,
to the acaptains of thousands and of
hundreds, to the judges, and to
every leader in all Israel, the heads
of the fathers’ houses.

3Then Solomon, and all the assem-
bly with him, went to the bhigh place
that was at cGibeon; for the taberna-
cle of meeting with God was there,
which Moses the servant of the LORD
had dmade in the wilderness.

4But David had brought up the
eark of God from Kirjath Jearim to
the place David had prepared for it,
for he had pitched a tent for it at
Jerusalem.

5Now the fbronze altar that Beza-
lel the son of Uri, the son of Hur,
had gmade, he put* before the
tabernacle of the LORD; Solomon
and the assembly sought Him there.

6And Solomon went up there to
the bronze altar before the LORD,
which was at the tabernacle of
meeting, and hoffered a thousand
burnt offerings on it.

7On that night God iappeared to
Solomon, and said to him, “Ask!
What shall I give you?”

8And Solomon said to God: “You
have shown great jmercy to David
my father, and have made me king
in his kplace.

9“Now, O LORD God, let Your
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m Gen. 13:16
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16:39
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j Ps. 18:50

k 1 Chr. 28:5
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lpromise to David my father be es-
tablished, for You have made me
king over a people like the mdust of
the earth in multitude.

10“Now give me wisdom and
knowledge, that I may go out and
come in before this people; for who
can judge this great people of Yours?”

God pleased; grants Solomon both
wisdom and riches (1 Kin. 3:10–28)
11Then God said to Solomon: “Be-

cause this was in your heart, and
you have not asked riches or wealth
or honor or the life of your enemies,
nor have you asked long life—but
have asked wisdom and knowledge
for yourself, that you may judge My
people over whom I have made you
king—

12“wisdom and knowledge are
granted to you; and I will give you
riches and wealth and honor, such
as none of the kings have had who
were before you, nor shall any after
you have the nlike.”

13So Solomon came to Jerusalem
from the ohigh place that was at
Gibeon, from before the tabernacle
of meeting, and reigned over Israel.

14And pSolomon gathered chari-
ots and horsemen; he had one thou-
sand four hundred chariots and
twelve thousand horsemen, whom
he stationed in the chariot cities
and with the king in Jerusalem.

15Also the king made silver and
gold as common in Jerusalem as
stones, and he made cedars as abun-
dant as the sycamores which are in
the lowland.

16And Solomon had horses im-
ported from qEgypt and Keveh; the
*1:5 Some authorities read it was there.

Solomon: peaceable. The son of David and Bathsheba
who became king after his father’s death. He was
known for his wealth and his wisdom.

1:3 tabernacle. The ancient tabernacle was now divid-
ed; the ark was brought into Zion (see 1 Chr. 11:5, note),
whereas the bronze altar at least, and probably the fur-
nishings of the Holy Place (Ex. 25:23–40; 37:10–28;
40:22–27), were established in the high place at Gibeon.
Asaph and the singers (1 Chr. 6:31–47; 15:16–19; 16:5;
25:6) were left before the ark, while the priests ministered
in Gibeon before the tabernacle (1 Chr. 16:39). All this
was confusion (compare Heb. 9:1–7). With the construc-

tion of the temple the divine order seems to have been
restored.

Gibeon: pertaining to a hill. A town northwest of
Jerusalem whose inhabitants tricked the invading Isra-
elites into a treaty but were then forced to serve as la-
borers for the Israelites.

1:15 lowland. The “lowland” or Shephelah is a section
of the Holy Land bounded on the north by the Valley of Ai-
jalon, on the west by the Maritime Plain, on the east by the
Central Plateau, and reaching to Beersheba in the south. It
is characterized by low, rounded chalk hills divided by
several broad valleys.



will be great, for our God is
greater than all fgods.

6 But who is able to build Him a
temple, since heaven and the
heaven of heavens cannot
contain Him? Who am I then,
that I should build Him a
temple, except to burn
sacrifice before Him?

7 Therefore send me at once a
man skillful to work in gold
and silver, in bronze and iron,
in purple and crimson and
blue, who has skill to engrave
with the skillful men who are
with me in Judah and
Jerusalem, whom David my
father gprovided.

8 Also send me cedar and
cypress and algum logs from
Lebanon, for I know that your
servants have skill to cut
timber in Lebanon; and indeed
my servants will be with your
servants,

9 to prepare timber for me in
abundance, for the temple
which I am about to build shall
be great and wonderful.

10 And indeed I will give to your
servants, the woodsmen who
cut timber, twenty thousand
kors of ground wheat, twenty
thousand kors of barley, twenty
thousand baths of wine, and
twenty thousand baths of oil.

11Then Hiram king of Tyre an-
swered in writing, which he sent to
Solomon:

king’s merchants bought them in
Keveh at the current price.

17They also acquired and import-
ed from Egypt a chariot for six hun-
dred shekels of silver, and a horse
for one hundred and fifty; thus,
through their agents,* they export-
ed them to all the kings of the Hit-
tites and the kings of Syria.

Solomon prepares to build the
temple (1 Kin. 5:1–18; 7:12,14)

2THEN aSolomon determined to
build a temple for the name of

the LORD, and a royal house for him-
self.

2Solomon selected seventy thou-
sand men to bear burdens, eighty
thousand to quarry stone in the
mountains, and three thousand six
hundred to oversee them.

3Then Solomon sent to Hiram*

king of Tyre, saying:

As you have dealt with David
my father, and sent him cedars
to build himself a bhouse to
dwell in, so deal with me.

4 Behold, I am building a temple
for the name of the LORD my
God, to cdedicate it to Him, to
burn before Him sweet
incense, for the continual
showbread, for the dburnt
offerings morning and even-
ing, on the eSabbaths, on the
New Moons, and on the set
feasts of the LORD our God.
This is an ordinance forever to
Israel.

5 And the temple which I build
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1:17 Hittites. Until the twentieth century the Hittites
were unknown apart from the Bible. This once puzzling
reference to them has, however, been illuminated by the
findings of archaeology. From Egyptian monuments (Tell
el-Amarna Tablets) and the Assyrian texts, it has been
shown that these were the Kheta or Hatti. Expeditions in
the first dozen years of this century have revealed that Bog-
haz-koi in Asia Minor (east of Ankara, Turkey) was the cap-
ital of the Hittite Empire. Periods of Hittite prominence:
about 2000–1800 B.C. and about 1400–1200 B.C.

2:3,11 Hiram. The Hiram of this passage (2 Chr.
2:3–12; and 1 Kin. 5:1–18) was a king of Tyre, whereas
Huram (1 Kin. 7:13–14; 2 Chr. 2:13–14; 4:11–17) was an
artisan of Tyre. 

2:4 showbread. “The showbread,” a type of Christ, the
Bread of God, nourisher of the Christian’s life as a believer-

priest (1 Pet. 2:9; Rev. 1:6). In John 6:33–58 our Lord has
more in mind the manna, that food which “comes down
from heaven”; but all typical meanings of bread are there
gathered into His words. The manna is the life-giving
Christ; the showbread, the life-sustaining Christ. The show-
bread typifies Christ as the “grain of wheat” (John 12:24)
ground in the mill of suffering (John 12:27) and brought
into the fire of judgment (John 12:31–33). We, as priests,
by faith feed upon Him as having undergone that in our
stead and for our sakes. We are fed by meditation upon
Christ, as in Heb. 12:2–3.

2:8 algum. That is, almug. The almug tree is traditional-
ly the sandalwood tree (Santalum album). Close-grained
and fragrant, the wood is employed for ornamental work
and was thus particularly suited for the purpose for which
Solomon used it.

*1:17 Literally by their hands *2:3 Hebrew
Huram (compare 1 Kings 5:1)



Because the LORD loves His
people, He has made you king
over athem.

12Hiram* also said:

Blessed be the LORD God of
Israel, who made heaven and
earth, for He has given King
David a wise son, endowed
with prudence and
understanding, who will build
a temple for the LORD and a
royal house for himself!

13 And now I have sent a skillful
man, endowed with
understanding, Huram my
master* craftsman

14 (the son of a woman of the
daughters of Dan, and his
father was a man of Tyre),
skilled to work in gold and
silver, bronze and iron, stone
and wood, purple and blue,
fine linen and crimson, and to
make any engraving and to
accomplish any plan which
may be given to him, with
your skillful men and with the

2:17

b Cp. 1 Kin. 5:13-
16

c 1 Chr. 22:2

2:11

a 2 Chr. 9:8
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skillful men of my lord David
your father.

15 Now therefore, the wheat, the
barley, the oil, and the wine
which my lord has spoken of,
let him send to his servants.

16 And we will cut wood from
Lebanon, as much as you need;
we will bring it to you in rafts
by sea to Joppa, and you will
carry it up to Jerusalem.

17Then bSolomon numbered all
the caliens who were in the land of
Israel, after the census in which Da-
vid his father had numbered them;
and there were found to be one
hundred and fifty-three thousand
six hundred.

18And he made seventy thousand
of them bearers of burdens, eighty
thousand stonecutters in the moun-
tain, and three thousand six hun-
dred overseers to make the people
work.
*2:12 Hebrew Huram (compare 1 Kings 5:1)
*2:13 Literally father (compare 1 Kings 7:13,14)

2:13 Huram. Or Hiram. See 1 Kin. 7:13, note.

2:10 WEIGHTS AND MEASURES

The ancient systems of weights and measures were not as precise as the standards known in later years. For example,
the cubit measure was based upon the length of the forearm (Babylonian) or six handbreadths (Egyptian and Hebrew).
In Babylon and Egypt there were two cubit measures: the common and the royal. They ranged from 20.65–21.26
inches (Babylonian) and 17.70–20.64 inches (Egyptian). The Israelites also had two cubit measures: standard (Deut.
3:11; 2 Chr. 3:3), and another which was one handbreadth longer than the standard cubit (Ezek. 40:5; 43:13).

With weights, too, there were various standards in ancient times. In weighing silver and gold one Hebrew maneh
was equal to 50 shekels, but with other commodities 60 shekels to the maneh was standard. In Babylon 60 shekels to
the maneh was the scale in both precious metals and grains, etc.

(1) Linear Measures. In Israel the unit was the standard cubit, about 18 inches in length. The table: 4 fingers = 1
handbreadth, about 3 in. (compare Ex. 37:12); 3 handbreadths (palms) = 1 span, about 9 in. (compare 1 Sam. 17:4);
2 spans = 1 cubit; 1 cubit + 1 handbreadth = 1 long cubit (about 21 in.); 6 cubits = 1 (measuring) rod (reed); 6 long
cubits = 1 rod in Ezek. 40:5, about 10 feet; 400 cubits = 1 stadion (compare Luke 24:13), about 600 feet.

(2) Dry Measures. The unit was the ephah, about 1/2 bushel. The table: 6 kabs (compare 2 Kin. 6:25—slightly over
1 quart to the kab) = 1 seah, about 7 qts. (compare 2 Chr. 2:10); 3 seahs or 10 omers (compare Ex. 16:16) = 1 ephah
(Ex. 16:36); 10 ephahs = 1 kor (homer), about 6 bushels (Ezek. 45:11).

(3) Liquid Measures. The unit was the bath, about 6 gallons. The capacity of the bath was equal to that of the ephah
(dry measure). The table: 12 logs (compare Lev. 14:19—about 2/3 qt. to the log) = 1 hin, about 4 qts. (compare Num.
15:4); 6 hins = 1 bath (compare Is. 5:10); 10 baths = 1 kor (homer), about 60 gallons (Ezek. 45:14).

(4) Weights. The Hebrews used scales and weights (Lev. 19:36), weighing money as well as other commodities (Jer.
32:10). The table (except for coinage): 10 gerahs (compare Lev. 19:36) or grains = 1 beka or one-half shekel, about 1/5
ounce (compare Ex. 38:26); 20 gerahs = 1 shekel, about 2/5 ounce (Ex. 30:13; Lev. 27:25); 50 shekels = 1 mina, about
11/4 lb. (Ezek. 45:12); 60 minas = 1 talent, about 75 lbs. (compare 1 Kin. 9:14).

Prior to 500 B.C. the Hebrews did not deal in coins, financial transactions being carried on by a system of barter. See
Coinage (OT), Ex. 30:13, note.



4And the evestibule that was in
front of the sanctuary* was twenty
cubits long across the width of the
house, and the height was one hun-
dred and* twenty. He overlaid the
inside with pure gold.

5The f larger room* he gpaneled
with cypress which he overlaid
with fine gold, and he carved palm
trees and chainwork on it.

6And he decorated the house
with precious stones for beauty,
and the gold was gold from Par-
vaim.

7He also overlaid the house—the

Solomon begins to build the house
of the LORD, the temple in Jerusalem

(1 Kin. 6:1)

3NOW Solomon began to build
the house of the LORD at Jeru-

salem on Mount aMoriah, where
the LORD* had appeared to his father
David, at the place that David had
prepared on the bthreshing floor of
Ornan* the Jebusite.

2And he began to build on the
second day of the second month in
the fourth year of his reign.

Dimensions and materials of the
temple (1 Kin. 6:2–38; 7:13–22)

3This is the c foundation which
Solomon laid for building the house
of God: The length was sixty dcubits
(by cubits according to the former
measure) and the width twenty cu-
bits.

3:4

e 1 Kin. 6:3;
1 Chr. 28:11

3:5

f 1 Kin. 6:17

g 1 Kin. 6:15; Jer.
22:14

3:1

a Gen. 22:2-14

b 1 Chr. 21:15-28

3:3

c 1 Chr. 28:11-19

d See Weights and
Measures (OT),
2 Chr. 2:10,
note
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*3:1 Literally He, following Masoretic Text and
Vulgate; Septuagint reads the LORD; Targum reads
the Angel of the LORD. * Spelled Araunah in 2
Samuel 24:16ff *3:4 The main room of the
temple; elsewhere called the holy place (compare
1 Kings 6:3) * Following Masoretic Text,
Septuagint, and Vulgate; Arabic, some manuscripts
of the Septuagint, and Syriac omit one hundred and.
*3:5 Literally house

3:2 second month. This is the month of Iyyar (or Ziv) in
the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of April–May. For more information on the Hebrew
religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

3:4 height. The height of the vestibule. Compare 1 Kin.
6:2, which states that the height of the building itself was
thirty cubits. See 1 Chr. 11:11, note.
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beams and doorposts, its walls and
doors—with gold; and he carved
cherubim on the walls.

8And he made the aMost Holy
Place. Its length was according to
the width of the house, twenty cu-
bits, and its width twenty cubits. He
overlaid it with six hundred btalents
of fine gold.

9The weight of the nails was fifty
shekels of gold; and he overlaid the
upper carea with gold.

10In the Most Holy Place he
made two cherubim, fashioned by
carving, and doverlaid them with
gold.

11The wings of the cherubim
were twenty cubits in overall
length: one wing of the one cherub
was five cubits, touching the wall of
the room, and the other wing was
five cubits, touching the wing of the
other cherub;

12one wing of the other cherub
was five cubits, touching the wall of
the room, and the other wing also
was five cubits, touching the wing
of the other cherub.

13The wings of these cherubim
spanned twenty cubits overall. They
stood on their feet, and they faced
inward.

14And he made the eveil of blue,
purple, crimson, and fine linen, and
wove cherubim into it.

15 fAlso he made in front of the
temple* two pillars gthirty-five* cu-
bits high, and the capital that was
on the top of each of them was five
cubits.

16He made wreaths of chainwork,
as in the inner sanctuary, and put
them on top of the pillars; and he
made one hundred pomegranates,
and put them on the wreaths of
chainwork.

17Then he set up the pillars be-
fore the temple, one on the right
hand and the other on the left; he
called the name of the one on the
right hand Jachin, and the name of
the one on the left Boaz.

4:1

h Cp. Ex. 27:1-8

i See Weights and
Measures (OT),
2 Chr. 2:10,
note

4:2

j 1 Kin. 7:23; Ex.
30:17-21

4:4

k 1 Kin. 7:25; cp.
Jer. 52:20

4:5

l Cp. 1 Kin. 7:26;
see 1 Chr.
11:11, note

m See Weights and
Measures (OT),
2 Chr. 2:10,
note

4:6

n 1 Kin. 7:38,40

3:8

a Ex. 26:33

b See Coinage
(OT), Ex. 30:13,
note

3:9

c 1 Chr. 28:11

3:10

d Cp. Ex. 25:18-
19

3:14

e Ex. 26:31; Matt.
27:51; Heb. 9:3

3:15

f vv. 15-17

g Cp. 1 Kin. 7:15;
see 1 Chr.
11:11, note
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Various furnishings in the temple:

bronze altar, Sea of cast bronze, etc.
(1 Kin. 7:23–50)

4MOREOVER he made a bronze
haltar: twenty icubits was its

length, twenty cubits its width, and
ten cubits its height.

2Then he made the jSea of cast
bronze, ten cubits from one brim to
the other; it was completely round.
Its height was five cubits, and a line
of thirty cubits measured its circum-
ference.

3And under it was the likeness of
oxen encircling it all around, ten to
a cubit, all the way around the Sea.
The oxen were cast in two rows,
when it was cast.

4It stood on twelve koxen: three
looking toward the north, three
looking toward the west, three look-
ing toward the south, and three
looking toward the east; the Sea
was set upon them, and all their
back parts pointed inward.

5It was a handbreadth thick; and
its brim was shaped like the brim of
a cup, like a lily blossom. It con-
tained lthree thousand* mbaths.

6He also made ten n lavers, and
put five on the right side and five
*3:15 Literally house * Or eighteen (compare
1 Kings 7:15; 2 Kings 25:17; and Jeremiah 52:21)
*4:5 Or two thousand (compare 1 Kings 7:26)

3:10 fashioned. Hebrew uncertain.
3:17 Jachin. Literally He shall establish. Boaz. Literally

In it is strength.

4:1 PREPARATIONS FOR 
THE TEMPLE

Building Supplies
Cedar and Cyprus trees from Tyre 1 Chronicles 22:3; 

2 Chronicles 2:8
Algum logs from Lebanon 2 Chronicles 2:8
Iron for nails and joints 1 Chronicles 22:3
Bronze 1 Chronicles 22:3
Gold 1 Chronicles 22:14

Laborers to Build the Temple
These men were taken from the aliens who lived in Israel
totaling 153,600.
7,000 carriers 2 Chronicles 2:18
80,000 stonecutters 2 Chronicles 2:18
3,600 overseers 1 Chronicles 22:2
A skilled man (Huram), who worked 

in gold, silver, bronze, iron, in 
purple, crimson and blue fabric 2 Chronicles 2:7;13

engravers 2 Chronicles 2:7
woodcutters 2 Chronicles 2:8



nished bronze for King Solomon for
the house of the LORD.

17In the plain of Jordan the king
had them cast in clay molds, be-
tween Succoth and Zeredah.*

18And Solomon had all these arti-
cles made in such great abundance
that the weight of the bronze was
not determined.

19Thus Solomon had all the fur-
nishings made for the house of God:
the altar of gold and the tables on
which was the showbread;

20the h lampstands with their
lamps of pure gold, to burn in the
prescribed manner in front of the
inner sanctuary,

21with the flowers and the lamps
and the wick-trimmers of gold, of
purest gold;

22the trimmers, the bowls, the la-
dles, and the censers of pure gold.
As for the entry of the sanctuary, its
inner doors to the Most Holy Place,
and the doors of the main hall of the
temple, were gold.

Ark brought in: the Shekinah glory
fills the house (1 Kin. 7:51—8:11)

5SO all the work that Solomon
had done for the house of the

LORD was finished; and Solomon
brought in the things which his fa-
ther David had idedicated: the sil-
ver and the gold and all the furnish-

on the left, to wash in them; such
things as they offered for the burnt
offering they would wash in them,
but the Sea was for the apriests to
wash in.

7And he made ten blampstands of
gold according to their design, and
set them in the temple, five on the
right side and five on the left.

8He also made ten c tables, and
placed them in the temple, five on
the right side and five on the left.
And he made one hundred dbowls
of gold.

9Furthermore he made the ecourt
of the priests, and the fgreat court
and doors for the court; and he
overlaid these doors with bronze.

10He set the Sea on the right side,
toward the southeast.

11Then Huram made the pots and
the shovels and the bowls. So Hu-
ram finished doing the work that he
was to do for King Solomon for the
house of God:

12the two pillars and the bowl-
shaped capitals that were on top of
the two pillars; the two networks
covering the two bowl-shaped capi-
tals which were on top of the pillars;

13four hundred pomegranates for
the two networks (two rows of
pomegranates for each network, to
cover the two bowl-shaped capitals
that were on the pillars);

14he also made gcarts and the
lavers on the carts;

15one Sea and twelve oxen under
it;

16also the pots, the shovels, the
forks—and all their articles Huram
his master* craftsman made of bur-

4:20

h Cp. Ex. 25:31-
40; 1 Kin. 7:49

5:1

i Sanctification
(OT): v. 1;
2 Chr. 29:5.
(Gen. 2:3; Zech.
8:3, note)

4:6

a Ex. 30:19-21

4:7

b Cp. Ex. 25:31-
40; 1 Kin. 7:49

4:8

c Cp. Ex. 25:23-
30; 1 Kin. 7:48

d 1 Chr. 28:17

4:9

e 1 Kin. 6:36

f 2 Kin. 21:5

4:14

g 1 Kin. 7:27-43
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*4:16 Literally father *4:17 Spelled Zaretan in
1 Kings 7:46

4:9 court of the priests. There was no court of the
priests in the tabernacle of meeting.

4:11 Huram. Or Hiram. See 1 Kin. 7:13, note.
4:19 showbread. “The showbread,” a type of Christ,

the Bread of God, nourisher of the Christian’s life as a be-
liever-priest (1 Pet. 2:9; Rev. 1:6). In John 6:33–58 our Lord
has more in mind the manna, that food which “comes
down from heaven”; but all typical meanings of bread are
there gathered into His words. The manna is the life-giving
Christ; the showbread, the life-sustaining Christ. The show-
bread typifies Christ as the “grain of wheat” (John 12:24)
ground in the mill of suffering (John 12:27) and brought
into the fire of judgment (John 12:31–33). We, as priests,
by faith feed upon Him as having undergone that in our
stead and for our sakes. We are fed by meditation upon
Christ, as in Heb. 12:2–3.

5:1 HISTORY OF THE ARK 
OF THE COVENANT

Designed and built Exodus 25:10; 
37:1

Placed in the tabernacle Exodus 40:21
Moves with the Israelites Numbers 10:35
Leads the Israelites across the Jordan Joshua 3:6,11,13
Used in the conquest of Jericho Joshua 6:6,11
At the reading of the law by Joshua Joshua 8:33
Remained at Bethel Judges 20:27
Captured by Philistines 1 Samuel 4:5
Returned to Israel at Beth Shemesh 1 Samuel 6:12
Remained 20 years in Kirjath Jearim 1 Samuel 7:2
Retrieved from Abinadab by David 2 Samuel 6:3
Remained at home of Obed-Edom 2 Samuel 6:11
Brought to Jerusalem by David 2 Samuel 6:15
Placed in the Temple 2 Chronicles 35:3



ings. And he put them in the trea-
suries of the house of God.

2aNow Solomon assembled the el-
ders of Israel and all the heads of
the tribes, the bchief fathers of the
children of Israel, in Jerusalem, that
they might bring the ark of the cov-
enant of the LORD up from the City
of David, which is Zion.

3Therefore all the men of Israel as-
sembled with the king at the cfeast,
which was in the seventh month.

4So all the elders of Israel came,
and the dLevites took up the ark.

5Then they brought up the ark,
the tabernacle of meeting, and all
the holy furnishings that were in
the tabernacle. The priests and the
Levites brought them up.

6Also King Solomon, and all the
congregation of Israel who were as-
sembled with him before the ark,
were sacrificing sheep and oxen
that could not be counted or num-
bered for multitude.

7Then the priests brought in the
ark of the covenant of the LORD to its
place, into the einner sanctuary of
the temple,* to the Most Holy Place,
under the wings of the cherubim.

8For the cherubim spread their
wings over the place of the ark, and
the cherubim overshadowed the ark
and its poles.

9The fpoles extended so that the
ends of the poles of the ark could be
seen from the holy place, in front of
the inner sanctuary; but they could
not be seen from outside. And they
are there to this day.

10gNothing was in the ark except
the htwo tablets which Moses put
there at Horeb, when the LORD made
a covenant with the children of Isra-
el, when they had come out of Egypt.

11And it came to pass when the
priests came out of the Most Holy
Place (for all the priests who were
present had sanctified themselves,
without keeping to their idivisions),

12and the Levites who were the
jsingers, all those of Asaph and He-

5:13

k 1 Chr. 16:34;
2 Chr. 7:3

l vv. 11-14; see
Ex. 40:34, note

5:14

m Ezek. 43:5

6:1

n Ex. 19:9; 20:21

o Ps. 97:2

6:2

p 2 Chr. 7:12

6:3

q 2 Sam. 6:18

6:4

r 1 Chr. 17:5

5:2

a Cp. 2 Sam. 6:1-
2; 1 Chr. 13:1-6

b Ps. 47:9

5:3

c Lev. 23:34;
2 Chr. 7:8-10

5:4

d 1 Chr. 15:2,15

5:7

e 2 Chr. 4:20

5:9

f Ex. 25:13-15

5:10

g Cp. Heb. 9:4

h Ex. 25:16; Deut.
10:2-5

5:11

i 1 Chr. 24:1-5

5:12

j 1 Chr. 25:1-7
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man and Jeduthun, with their sons
and their brethren, stood at the east
end of the altar, clothed in white
linen, having cymbals, stringed in-
struments and harps, and with
them one hundred and twenty
priests sounding with trumpets—

13indeed it came to pass, when
the trumpeters and singers were as
one, to make one sound to be heard
in praising and thanking the LORD,
and when they lifted up their voice
with the trumpets and cymbals and
instruments of music, and praised
the LORD, saying:

“For He is good,
For His mercy endures

kforever,”*

that the house, the house of the
LORD, was filled with a lcloud,

14so that the priests could not
continue ministering because of the
cloud; for the mglory of the LORD
filled the house of God.

Solomon’s sermon (1 Kin. 8:12–21)

6THEN Solomon spoke:

“The LORD nsaid He would dwell
in the odark cloud.

2 I have surely built You an
exalted house,

And a pplace for You to dwell in
forever.”

3Then the king turned around
and qblessed the whole assembly of
Israel, while all the assembly of Isra-
el was standing.

4And he said: “Blessed be the LORD
God of Israel, who has fulfilled with
His hands what He spoke with His
mouth to my father David, rsaying,

5‘Since the day that I brought My
people out of the land of Egypt, I
have chosen no city from any tribe
of Israel in which to build a house,
that My name might be there, nor
did I choose any man to be a ruler
over My people Israel.
*5:7 Literally house *5:13 Compare Psalm
106:1

5:3 seventh month. This is the month of Tishri (or Etha-
nim) in the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the
modern months of September–October. For more informa-
tion on the Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev.
23:2.

5:14 glory of the LORD. Compare Eph. 2:19–22. What
the Shekinah glory was to the tabernacle and temple, the
Spirit is to the “holy temple” (Eph. 2:21), the church, and
to the temple which is the believer’s body (1 Cor. 3:16;
6:19).



way, that they walk in My law as
you have walked before Me.’

17“And now, O LORD God of Israel,
let Your word come true, which You
have spoken to Your servant David.

18“But will God indeed dwell
with men on the earth? oBehold,
heaven and the heaven of heavens
cannot contain You. How much less
this temple* which I have built!

19“Yet regard the prayer of Your
servant and his supplication, O
LORD my God, and listen to the cry
and the prayer which Your servant
is praying before You:

20“that Your eyes may be popen
toward this temple day and night,
toward the place where You said
You would put Your name, that You
may hear the prayer which Your ser-
vant makes qtoward this place.

21“And may You hear the suppli-
cations of Your servant and of Your
people Israel, when they pray to-
ward this place. Hear from heaven
Your dwelling place, and when You
hear, rforgive.

22“If anyone sins against his
neighbor, and is forced to take an
soath, and comes and takes an oath
before Your altar in this temple,

23“then hear from heaven, and
act, and judge Your servants, bring-
ing retribution on the wicked by
bringing his way on his own head,
and justifying the righteous by giving
him according to his trighteousness.

24u“Or if Your people Israel are
defeated before an venemy because
they have sinned against You, and
return and confess Your name, and
pray and make supplication before
You in this temple,

25“then hear from heaven and for-
give the sin of Your people Israel, and
bring them back to the land which
You gave to them and their fathers.

26“When the heavens are wshut
up and there is no rain because they
have sinned against You, when they
pray toward this place and confess
Your name, and turn from their sin
because You afflict them,

27“then hear in heaven, and for-
give the sin of Your servants, Your

6‘Yet I have achosen Jerusalem,
that My name may be there, and I
have chosen bDavid to be over My
people Israel.’

7“Now it was in the heart of my
father David to cbuild a temple* for
the name of the LORD God of Israel.

8“But the LORD said to my father
David, ‘Whereas it was in your heart
to build a temple for My name, you
did well in that it was in your heart.

9‘Nevertheless you shall not build
the temple, but your son who will
come from your body, he shall build
the temple for My dname.’

10“So the LORD has fulfilled His
word which He spoke, and I have
filled the position of my father Da-
vid, and esit on the throne of Israel,
as the LORD promised; and I have
built the temple for the name of the
LORD God of Israel.

11“And fthere I have put the ark,
in which is the covenant of the
LORD which He made with the chil-
dren of Israel.”

Solomon’s prayer of dedication
(1 Kin. 8:22–61)

12gThen Solomon* stood hbefore
the altar of the LORD in the presence
of all the assembly of Israel, and
spread out his hands

13(for Solomon had made a
bronze platform five icubits long,
five cubits wide, and three cubits
high, and had set it in the midst of
the court; and he stood on it, knelt
down on his knees before all the as-
sembly of Israel, and spread out his
hands toward heaven);

14and he jsaid: “LORD God of Isra-
el, kthere is no God in heaven or on
earth like You, who keep Your lcov-
enant and mercy with Your servants
who walk before You with all their
hearts.

15“You have kept what You
mpromised Your servant David my
father; You have both spoken with
Your mouth and fulfilled it with
Your hand, as it is this day.

16“Therefore, LORD God of Israel,
now keep what You promised Your
servant David my father, nsaying,
‘You shall not fail to have a man sit
before Me on the throne of Israel,
only if your sons take heed to their

6:18

o 2 Chr. 2:6; cp.
Is. 66:1

6:20

p 2 Chr. 7:15

q Ps. 5:7; Dan.
6:10

6:21

r Mic. 7:18

6:22

s Ex. 22:8-11

6:23

t Job 34:11

6:24

u vv. 24-42; cp.
Lev. 26:14-46;
Deut. 28:15-
30:10

v 2 Kin. 21:14-15

6:26

w Deut. 28:23-24;
1 Kin. 17:1; cp.
18:45

6:6

a Deut. 12:5-7;
2 Chr. 12:13

b 1 Sam. 16:7-13

6:7

c 2 Sam. 7:2;
1 Chr. 17:1; Ps.
132:1-5

6:9

d 1 Chr. 28:3-6

6:10

e 1 Kin. 2:12;
10:9

6:11

f 2 Chr. 5:7-10

6:12

g Cp. 1 Kin. 3:15

h 2 Chr. 7:7-9

6:13

i See Weights and
Measures (OT),
2 Chr. 2:10,
note

6:14

j Bible prayers
(OT): vv. 12-42;
2 Chr. 14:11.
(Gen. 15:2;
Hab. 3:1, note)

k Ex. 15:11; Deut.
4:39

l Deut. 7:9

6:15

m 1 Chr. 22:9-10

6:16

n 2 Sam. 7:12-16;
1 Kin. 2:4;
2 Chr. 7:18
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*6:7 Literally house, and so in verses 8–10
*6:12 Literally he (compare 1 Kings 8:22)
*6:18 Literally house



people Israel, that You may teach
them the good way in which they
should walk; and send rain on Your
land which You have given to Your
people as an inheritance.

28“When there is famine in the
land, pestilence or blight or mildew,
locusts or grasshoppers; when their
enemies besiege them in the land of
their cities; whatever plague or
whatever asickness there is;

29“whatever prayer, whatever
supplication is made by anyone, or
by all Your people Israel, when each
one knows his own burden and his
own grief, and spreads out his
hands to this temple:

30“then hear from heaven Your
dwelling place, and forgive, and
give to everyone according to all his
ways, whose heart You know (for
bYou alone know the chearts of the
sons of men),

31“that they may fear You, to walk
in Your ways as long as they live in
the land which You gave to our fa-
thers.

32“Moreover, concerning a d for-
eigner, who is not of Your people Is-
rael, but has come from a far coun-
try for the sake of Your great name
and Your mighty hand and Your out-
stretched arm, when they come and
pray in this temple;

33“then hear from heaven Your
dwelling place, and do according to
all for which the foreigner calls to
You, that all peoples of the earth
may know Your name and fear You,
as do Your people Israel, and that
they may know that this temple
which I have built is called by Your
name.

34“When Your people go out to
battle against their enemies, wher-
ever You send them, and when they
pray to You toward this city which
You have chosen and the temple
which I have built for Your name,

35“then hear from heaven their
prayer and their supplication, and
maintain their cause.

36“When they sin against You (for
there is eno one who does not sin),
and You become angry with them
and deliver them to the enemy, and

6:36

f Deut. 28:63-68

6:38

g Dan. 6:10

6:40

h v. 20

6:41

i Ps. 132:8-10,16

6:42

j 2 Sam. 7:15; Ps.
89:49; Is. 55:3

7:1

k 1 Kin. 8:54

l Lev. 9:24; Judg.
6:21; 1 Kin.
18:38; 1 Chr.
21:26

7:2

m 2 Chr. 5:14

6:28

a Mic. 6:13

6:30

b 1 Chr. 28:9;
Prov. 21:2;
24:12

c 1 Sam. 16:7

6:32

d Cp. Esth. 8:17

6:36

e Prov. 20:9; Eccl.
7:20; Rom.
3:9,19,23; 5:12;
Gal. 3:10; James
3:2; 1 John 1:8
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they take them fcaptive to a land far
or near;

37“yet when they come to them-
selves in the land where they were
carried captive, and repent, and
make supplication to You in the
land of their captivity, saying, ‘We
have sinned, we have done wrong,
and have committed wickedness’;

38“and when they return to You
with all their heart and with all
their soul in the land of their captiv-
ity, where they have been carried
captive, and pray toward their land
which You gave to their fathers, the
gcity which You have chosen, and
toward the temple which I have
built for Your name:

39“then hear from heaven Your
dwelling place their prayer and
their supplications, and maintain
their cause, and forgive Your people
who have sinned against You.

40“Now, my God, I pray, let Your
eyes be hopen and let Your ears be
attentive to the prayer made in this
place.
41“Now therefore,

iArise, O LORD God, to Your
resting place,

You and the ark of Your strength.
Let Your priests, O LORD God,

be clothed with salvation,
And let Your saints rejoice in

goodness.
42“O LORD God, do not turn away

the face of Your Anointed;
Remember the jmercies of Your

servant David.”

The divine confirmation

7WHEN Solomon had k finished
praying, l fire came down from

heaven and consumed the burnt of-
fering and the sacrifices; and the
glory of the LORD filled the temple.*

2And the priests mcould not enter
the house of the LORD, because the
glory of the LORD had filled the
LORD’S house.

3When all the children of Israel
saw how the fire came down, and
the glory of the LORD on the temple,
they bowed their faces to the
*7:1 Literally house

6:31 fear. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expression meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.



heart to make in the house of the
LORD and in his own house.

The LORD’s second appearance
to Solomon (1 Kin. 9:1–9)

12Then the LORD happeared to
Solomon by night, and said to him:
“I have heard your prayer, and have
ichosen this jplace for Myself as a
house of sacrifice.

13“When I kshut up heaven and
there is no rain, or command the lo-
custs to devour the land, or send
pestilence among My people,

14“if My people who are lcalled by
My name will mhumble themselves,
and pray and seek My face, and turn
from their wicked ways, then I will
hear from heaven, and will forgive
their sin and heal their land.

15“Now My eyes will be nopen
and My ears attentive to prayer
made in this place.

16“For now I have chosen and
sanctified this house, that My name
may be there forever; and My eyes
and My heart will be there perpetu-
ally.

17“As for you, if you walk before
Me as your father David walked,
and do according to all that I have
commanded you, and if you keep
My statutes and My judgments,

18“then I will establish the throne
of your kingdom, as I covenanted
with David your father, saying,
o‘You shall not fail to have a man as
ruler in Israel.’

19“But if you turn away and for-
sake My statutes and My command-
ments which I have set before you,
and go and serve other gods, and
worship them,

20p“then I will uproot them from
My land which I have given them;
and this house which I have sancti-
fied for My name I will cast out of
My sight, and will make it a proverb
and a qbyword among all peoples.

21“And as for rthis house, which

ground on the pavement, and wor-
shiped and praised the LORD, saying:

“For He is agood,
For His mercy endures forever.”*

Sacrifices offered to the LORD;
feasting and rejoicing

(1 Kin. 8:62–66)
4Then the king and all the people

offered sacrifices before the LORD.
5King Solomon offered a sacrifice

of twenty-two thousand bulls and
one hundred and twenty thousand
sheep. So the king and all the peo-
ple dedicated the house of God.

6And the priests attended to their
services; the bLevites also with in-
struments of the cmusic of the LORD,
which King David had made to
praise the LORD, saying, “For His
mercy endures forever,”* whenever
David offered praise by their minis-
try. The priests sounded trumpets
opposite them, while all Israel stood.

7Furthermore Solomon dconse-
crated the middle of the court that
was in front of the house of the
LORD; for there he offered burnt of-
ferings and the fat of the peace of-
ferings, because the bronze altar
which Solomon had made was not
able to receive the burnt offerings,
the grain offerings, and the fat.

8At that time Solomon kept the
feast seven days, and all Israel with
him, a very great assembly e from
the entrance of Hamath to the
Brook of Egypt.*

9And on the eighth day they held
a fsacred assembly, for they ob-
served the dedication of the altar
seven days, and the feast seven days.

10On the twenty-third day of the
seventh month he sent the people
away to their tents, joyful and glad
of heart for the good that the LORD
had done for David, for Solomon,
and for His people Israel.

11Thus Solomon g finished the
house of the LORD and the king’s
house; and Solomon successfully ac-
complished all that came into his

7:12

h 1 Kin. 3:5; 11:9
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l Deut. 28:10; Is.
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o 2 Sam. 7:12-16;
1 Kin. 2:4;
2 Chr. 6:16
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p Deut. 28:63-68;
2 Kin. 25:1-7

q Ps. 44:14
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r 2 Kin. 25:9
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a Ps. 136:1

7:6

b 1 Chr. 15:16

c 2 Chr. 5:12-13

7:7

d 1 Kin. 9:3

7:8

e 1 Kin. 4:21,24;
2 Kin. 14:25

7:9

f Lev. 23:36
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g 1 Kin. 9:1
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*7:3 Compare Psalm 106:1 *7:6 Compare
Psalm 106:1 *7:8 That is, the Shihor (compare
1 Chronicles 13:5)

7:8 all Israel. See map, Solomon’s Kingdom and Influ-
ence, at 9:1.

7:10 seventh month. This is the month of Tishri (or Eth-
anim) in the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the

modern months of September–October. For more informa-
tion on the Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev.
23:2.



is exalted, everyone who passes by
it will be aastonished and say, ‘Why
has the LORD done thus to this bland
and this house?’

22“Then they will answer, ‘Be-
cause they forsook the LORD God of
their fathers, who brought them out
of the land of Egypt, and embraced
other gods, and worshiped them
and served them; therefore He has
brought all this calamity on them.’ ”

Solomon’s fame and accomplishments
(1 Kin. 9:15–28; 4:1–34; 10:26–29)

8 cIT came to pass at the end of
d twenty years, when Solomon

had built the house of the LORD and
his own house,

2that the cities which eHiram*

had given to Solomon, Solomon
built them; and he settled the chil-
dren of Israel there.

3And Solomon went to Hamath
Zobah and seized it.

4He also built Tadmor in the
wilderness, and all the storage cities
which he built in fHamath.

5He built Upper Beth Horon and
Lower gBeth Horon, fortified cities
with walls, gates, and bars,

6also Baalath and all the storage
cities that Solomon had, and all the
chariot cities and the cities of the
cavalry, and all that Solomon hde-
sired to build in Jerusalem, in Leba-
non, and in all the land of his do-
minion.

7All the people who were ileft of
the jHittites, Amorites, Perizzites,
Hivites, and Jebusites, who were
not of Israel—

8that is, their descendants who
were left in the land after them,
whom the children of Israel did not
destroy—from these Solomon raised
forced labor, as it is to this day.

9But Solomon did not make the
children of Israel servants for his
work. Some were men of war, cap-
tains of his officers, captains of his
chariots, and his cavalry.

10And others were kchiefs of the
officials of King Solomon: two hun-
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dred and fifty, who ruled over the
people.

11Now Solomon brought the
ldaughter of Pharaoh up from the
City of David to the house he had
built for her, for he said, “My wife
shall not dwell in the house of Da-
vid king of Israel, because the
places to which the ark of the LORD
has come are holy.”

12Then Solomon offered burnt of-
ferings to the LORD on the altar of
the LORD which he had built before
the vestibule,

13according to the daily rate, offer-
ing maccording to the command-
ment of Moses, for the Sabbaths, the
New Moons, and the nthree ap-
pointed yearly ofeasts—the Feast of
Unleavened Bread, the Feast of
Weeks, and the Feast of Tabernacles.

14And, according to the order of
David his father, he appointed the
pdivisions of the priests for their
service, the qLevites for their duties
(to praise and serve before the
priests) as the duty of each day re-
quired, and the rgatekeepers by
their divisions at each gate; for so
David the man of God had com-
manded.

15They did not depart from the
command of the king to the priests
and Levites concerning any matter
or concerning the streasuries.

16Now all the work of Solomon
was well-ordered from* the day of
the foundation of the house of the
LORD until it was finished. So the
house of the LORD was completed.

17Then Solomon went to tEzion
Geber and uElath* on the seacoast,
in the land of Edom.

18And Hiram sent him ships by
the hand of his servants, and ser-
vants who knew the sea. They went
with the servants of Solomon to
vOphir, and acquired four hundred
and wfifty xtalents of gold from there,
and brought it to King Solomon.
*8:2 Hebrew Huram (compare 2 Chronicles 2:3)
*8:16 Following Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate;
Masoretic Text reads as far as. *8:17 Hebrew
Eloth (compare 2 Kings 14:22)

8:17 Ezion Geber. Excavations were carried on at Tell
el-Kheleifeh, ancient Ezion Geber on the Gulf of Aqabah,
during the years 1937–40. Remains of copper refineries of
the tenth century B.C., during Solomon’s reign, were found.

The refineries, built on principles similar to those of mod-
ern smelting, were situated to utilize best the air currents
blowing through the Arabah from the north.



my own land about your words and
your wisdom.

6“However I did not believe their
words until I came and saw with my
own eyes; and indeed the half of the
greatness of your wisdom was not
told me. You exceed the fame of
which I heard.

7“Happy are your men and happy
are these your servants, who stand
continually before you and hear
your wisdom!

8“Blessed be the LORD your God,
who delighted in you, setting you
on His throne to be king for the
LORD your God! Because your God
has dloved Israel, to establish them
forever, therefore He made you king
over them, to do justice and righ-
teousness.”

9And she gave the king one hun-
dred and twenty e talents of gold,
spices in great abundance, and pre-
cious stones; there never were any
spices such as those the queen of
Sheba gave to King Solomon.

10Also, the servants of fHiram

Solomon and the queen of Sheba
(1 Kin. 10:1–13)

9NOW when the aqueen of She-
ba heard of the fame of Solo-

mon, she bcame to Jerusalem to test
Solomon with hard questions, hav-
ing a very great retinue, camels that
bore spices, gold in abundance, and
precious stones; and when she
came to Solomon, she spoke with
him about all that was in her heart.

2So Solomon answered all her
questions; there was nothing so dif-
ficult for Solomon that he could not
explain it to her.

3And when the queen of Sheba
had seen the wisdom of Solomon,
the house that he had built,

4the food on his table, the seating
of his servants, the service of his
waiters and their apparel, his ccup-
bearers and their apparel, and his
entryway by which he went up to
the house of the LORD, there was no
more spirit in her.

5Then she said to the king: “It
was a true report which I heard in
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and the servants of Solomon, who
brought gold from Ophir, brought
algum wood and precious stones.

11And the king made walkways of
the algum wood for the house of the
LORD and for the king’s house, also
harps and stringed instruments for
singers; and there were none such
as these seen before in the land of
Judah.

12Now King Solomon gave to the
queen of Sheba all she desired,
whatever she asked, much more
than she had brought to the king.
So she turned and went to her own
country, she and her servants.

Solomon’s revenue and splendor
(cp. 1 Kin. 4:1–34)

13aThe weight of gold that came
to Solomon yearly was bsix hundred
and sixty-six talents of gold,

14besides what the traveling mer-
chants and traders brought. And all
the kings of Arabia and governors of
the country brought gold and silver
to Solomon.

15And King Solomon made two
hundred large shields of hammered
gold; six hundred shekels of ham-
mered gold went into each shield.

16He also made three hundred
cshields of hammered gold; three
hundred dshekels* of gold went into
each shield. The king put them in
the eHouse of the Forest of Lebanon.

9:21

f 2 Chr. 20:36,37

9:13

a vv. 13-28;
1 Kin. 10:14-29

b Cp. Deut.
17:17; Rev.
13:18

9:16

c Cp. 1 Kin.
14:26-28

d See Weights and
Measures (OT),
2 Chr. 2:10,
note; cp. 1 Kin.
10:17

e 1 Kin. 7:2
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17Moreover the king made a great

throne of ivory, and overlaid it with
pure gold.

18The throne had six steps, with
a footstool of gold, which were fas-
tened to the throne; there were
armrests on either side of the place
of the seat, and two lions stood be-
side the armrests.

19Twelve lions stood there, one
on each side of the six steps; noth-
ing like this had been made for any
other kingdom.

20All King Solomon’s drinking
vessels were gold, and all the ves-
sels of the House of the Forest of
Lebanon were pure gold. Not one
was silver, for this was accounted as
nothing in the days of Solomon.

21For the king’s ships went to fTar-
shish with the servants of Hiram.*
Once every three years the merchant
ships* came, bringing gold, silver,
ivory, apes, and monkeys.*

22So King Solomon surpassed all
the kings of the earth in riches and
wisdom.

23And all the kings of the earth
sought the presence of Solomon to
hear his wisdom, which God had
put in his heart.

24Each man brought his present:
articles of silver and gold, garments,
*9:16 Or three minas (compare 1 Kings 10:17)
*9:21 Hebrew Huram (compare 1 Kings 10:22)
* Literally ships of Tarshish (deep-sea vessels)
* Or peacocks

9:10 algum. That is, almug. The almug tree is tradition-
ally the sandalwood tree (Santalum album). Close-grained
and fragrant, the wood is employed for ornamental work

and was thus particularly suited for the purpose for which
Solomon used it.

9:13 ELABORATE GIFTS

Reference Given by To What it was
Genesis 24:53 Abraham’s servant Rebekah and her family gold and silver jewelry and clothing
Genesis 32:13–14 Jacob Esau 200 female goats, 20 male goats, 200 ewes, 20

rams, 30 female camels, 40 cows, 10 bulls, 20
female donkeys, 10 male donkeys

Genesis 37:3 Jacob Joseph decorative robe
Genesis 43:11 Joseph’s brothers Joseph in Egypt balm, honey, spices, myrrh, pistachio nuts,

almonds and silver
2 Kings 5:23 Naaman Elisha two talents of silver and two sets of clothes
2 Chronicles 9:13 Queen of Sheba King Solomon 120 talents of gold, spices, and precious stones
2 Chronicles 17:11 Philistines King Jehoshaphat gifts and silver
2 Chronicles 17:11 Arabs King Jehoshaphat 7700 rams, 7700 goats
Matthew 2:11 Magi the Christ child gold, incense and myrrh
John 12:1–5 Mary Jesus alabaster jar of expensive perfume



presence of King Solomon), that Jer-
oboam returned from Egypt.

3Then they sent for him and
called him. And Jeroboam and all Is-
rael came and spoke to Rehoboam,
saying,

4 l“Your father made our yoke
heavy; now therefore, lighten the
burdensome service of your father
and his heavy yoke which he put on
us, and we will serve you.”

5So he said to them, “Come back
to me after three days.” And the
people departed.

6Then King Rehoboam consulted
the elders who stood before his fa-
ther Solomon while he still lived,
saying, “How do you advise me to
answer these people?”

7And they spoke to him, saying,
“If you are kind to these people, and
please them, and speak good words
to them, they will be your servants
forever.”

8mBut he rejected the advice
which the elders had given him,
and consulted the young men who
had grown up with him, who stood
before him.

9And he said to them, “What ad-
vice do you give? How should we
answer this people who have spo-
ken to me, saying, ‘Lighten the yoke
which your father put on us’?”

10Then the young men who had
grown up with him spoke to him,
saying, “Thus you should speak to
the people who have spoken to you,
saying, ‘Your father made our yoke
heavy, but you make it lighter on
us’—thus you shall say to them:
‘My little finger shall be thicker
than my father’s waist!

11‘And now, whereas my father
nput a heavy yoke on you, I will add
to your yoke; my father chastised
you with whips, but I will chastise
you with scourges!’ ”*

aarmor, spices, horses, and mules,
at a set rate year by year.

25Solomon had b four thousand
stalls for chorses and chariots, and
twelve thousand horsemen whom
he stationed in the chariot cities
and with the king at Jerusalem.

26So he dreigned over all the
kings from the River to the land of
the Philistines, as far as the border
of Egypt.

27The king made esilver as com-
mon in Jerusalem as stones, and he
made cedar trees as fabundant as
the sycamores which are in the low-
land.

28And they gbrought horses to
Solomon from Egypt and from all
lands.

(For Solomon’s failure, see
1 Kin. 11:1–40)

Solomon dies (1 Kin. 11:41–43)
29Now the hrest of the acts of

Solomon, first and last, are they not
written in the ibook of Nathan the
prophet, in the prophecy of Ahijah
the Shilonite, and in the visions of
Iddo the seer concerning Jeroboam
the son of Nebat?

30Solomon jreigned in Jerusalem
over all Israel forty years.

31Then Solomon rested with his
fathers, and was buried in the City
of David his father. And Rehoboam
his son reigned in his place.

II. The History of Judah from the
Reign of Rehoboam to the

Destruction of Jerusalem and the
Captivity, 10—36

Accession and folly of
Rehoboam (1 Kin. 12:1–15)

10AND Rehoboam went to
Shechem, for all Israel had

gone to Shechem to make him king.
2So it happened, when Jeroboam

the son of Nebat heard it (he was in
Egypt, where he had kfled from the

10:4

l Cp. Ex. 1:14

10:8

m vv. 8-11; 1 Kin.
12:8-11

10:11

n Cp. Ex. 5:5-9

9:24

a 1 Kin. 20:11

9:25

b Cp. 1 Kin. 4:26;
see 1 Chr.
11:11, note

c Deut. 17:16;
2 Chr. 1:14; Is.
2:7

9:26

d 2 Chr. 7:8; Ps.
72:8

9:27

e 1 Kin. 10:27

f 2 Chr. 1:15

9:28

g 1 Kin. 10:28

9:29

h Cp. 1 Chr.
29:29

i See 1 Chr.
29:29, note

9:30

j 1 Kin. 4:21;
1 Chr. 29:28

10:2

k 1 Kin. 11:40
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*10:11 Literally scorpions

9:26 the River. That is, the Euphrates.
9:27 lowland. The “lowland” or Shephelah is a section

of the Holy Land bounded on the north by the Valley of
Aijalon, on the west by the Maritime Plain, on the east by
the Central Plateau, and reaching to Beersheba in the
south. It is characterized by low, rounded chalk hills

divided by several broad valleys.
9:31 reigned. 931 B.C.

Rehoboam: who enlarges the people. The first king of
Judah (southern kingdom) after Solomon’s kingdom
was divided.



Kingdom divided; Jeroboam becomes
king over Israel (1 Kin. 12:16–19)
12So aJeroboam and all the people

came to Rehoboam on the third day,
as the king had directed, saying,
“Come back to me the third day.”

13Then the king answered them
roughly. King Rehoboam rejected
the advice of the elders,

14and he spoke to them according
to the advice of the young men, say-
ing, “My father* made your yoke
heavy, but I will add to it; my father
chastised you with whips, but I will
chastise you with scourges!”*

15So the king did not listen to the
people; bfor the turn of events was
from God, that the LORD might fulfill
His cword, which He had spoken by
the hand of Ahijah the Shilonite to
Jeroboam the son of Nebat.

16Now when all Israel saw that
the king did not listen to them, the
people answered the king, saying:

“What share have we in David?
We have no inheritance in the

son of Jesse.
Every man to your dtents,

O Israel!
Now see to your own house, 

O David!”

So all Israel departed to their tents.
17But Rehoboam reigned over the

children of Israel who dwelt in the
cities of Judah.

18Then King Rehoboam sent Ha-
doram, who was in charge of rev-
enue; but the children of Israel
stoned him with stones, and he
died. Therefore King Rehoboam
mounted his chariot in haste to flee
to Jerusalem.

19So Israel has been in rebellion
against the house of David to this day.

Rehoboam, forbidden by God
to attack Jeroboam, fortifies
Judah (cp. 1 Kin. 12:21–24)

11NOW when Rehoboam came
to Jerusalem, he assembled

from the house of Judah and Benja-

11:1

e Cp. v. 4

11:2

f 2 Chr. 12:5-8,15

11:4

g Cp. 2 Chr. 28:8-
11

11:13

h vv. 14-16

11:14

i Num. 35:2-8;
Josh. 21:1-41

j 2 Chr. 13:9

10:12

a 1 Kin. 12:12-14

10:15

b v. 14; Judg.
14:4; 1 Chr.
5:22; 2 Chr.
11:4; 22:7;
25:20

c 1 Kin. 11:29-39

10:16

d v. 19; cp.
2 Sam. 19:43-
20:2
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min one hundred and eighty thou-
sand chosen men who were war-
riors, to efight against Israel, that he
might restore the kingdom to Reho-
boam.

2But the word of the LORD came to
fShemaiah the man of God, saying,

3“Speak to Rehoboam the son of
Solomon, king of Judah, and to all
Israel in Judah and Benjamin, say-
ing,

4‘Thus says the LORD: “You shall
not go up or fight against your
gbrethren! Let every man return to
his house, for this thing is from
Me.” ’ ” Therefore they obeyed the
words of the LORD, and turned back
from attacking Jeroboam.

5So Rehoboam dwelt in Jeru-
salem, and built cities for defense in
Judah.

6And he built Bethlehem, Etam,
Tekoa,

7Beth Zur, Sochoh, Adullam,
8Gath, Mareshah, Ziph,
9Adoraim, Lachish, Azekah,
10Zorah, Aijalon, and Hebron,

which are in Judah and Benjamin,
fortified cities.

11And he fortified the strong-
holds, and put captains in them,
and stores of food, oil, and wine.

12Also in every city he put shields
and spears, and made them very
strong, having Judah and Benjamin
on his side.

Rehoboam strengthened by refugee
priests and Levites (v. 17)

13hAnd from all their territories
the priests and the Levites who
were in all Israel took their stand
with him.

14For the Levites left their icom-
mon-lands and their possessions
and came to Judah and Jerusalem,
for Jeroboam and his sons had jre-
jected them from serving as priests
to the LORD.
*10:14 Following many Hebrew manuscripts,
Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate (compare verse 10
and 1 Kings 12:14); Masoretic Text reads I.
* Literally scorpions

Jeroboam: whose people are many. The first king of
Israel (northern kingdom) after Solomon’s kingdom
was divided.

10:16 Israel, the ten tribes other than Judah and Benja-

min, often called Israel in distinction from Judah. This divi-
sion of the kingdom marks an epoch of great importance in
the history of the nation. But see 2 Kin. 17:23, note.

10:18 Hadoram. Or Adoniram, 1 Kin. 4:6; 5:14; or
Adoram, 2 Sam. 20:24; 1 Kin. 12:18.



the LORD, and all Israel along with
him.

God judges Judah through Shishak,
king of Egypt (1 Kin. 14:25–28)

2And it happened in the fifth year
of King Rehoboam that kShishak
king of Egypt came up against
Jerusalem, because they had trans-
gressed against the LORD,

3with twelve hundred chariots,
sixty thousand horsemen, and peo-
ple without number who came with
him out of Egypt—the lLubim and
the Sukkiim and the Ethiopians.

4And he took the fortified cities
of Judah and came to Jerusalem.

Repentance brings respite
5Then mShemaiah the prophet

came to Rehoboam and the leaders
of Judah, who were gathered to-
gether in Jerusalem because of Shi-
shak, and said to them, “Thus says
the LORD: n‘You have forsaken Me,
and therefore I also have left you in
the hand of Shishak.’ ”

6oSo the leaders of Israel and the
king phumbled themselves; and
they said, “The LORD is righteous.”

7Now when the LORD saw that
they humbled themselves, the word
of the LORD came to Shemaiah, say-
ing, “They have humbled them-
selves; therefore I will not destroy
them, but I will grant them some
deliverance. My qwrath shall not be
poured out on Jerusalem by the
hand of Shishak.

8“Nevertheless they will be his
servants, that they may distinguish
My service from the rservice of the
kingdoms of the nations.”

9So Shishak king of Egypt came
up against Jerusalem, and s took
away the treasures of the house of
the LORD and the treasures of the
king’s house; he took everything.
He also carried away the gold
tshields which Solomon had made.

10Then King Rehoboam made

Jeroboam ordains false priests
15Then he appointed for himself

priests for the ahigh places, for the
demons, and the calf idols which he
had made.

16And after the Levites left,* those
from all the tribes of Israel, such as
set their heart to bseek the LORD God
of Israel, ccame to Jerusalem to sacri-
fice to the LORD God of their fathers.

17So they strengthened the king-
dom of Judah, and made Rehoboam
the son of Solomon dstrong for
three years, because they walked in
the way of David and Solomon for
three years.

(For Jeroboam’s reign, see
1 Kin. 12:25—14:18)

Rehoboam’s family
18Then Rehoboam took for him-

self as wife Mahalath the daughter
of Jerimoth the son of David, and of
Abihail the daughter of eEliah the
son of Jesse.

19And she bore him children: Je-
ush, Shamariah, and Zaham.

20After her he took Maachah the
granddaughter* of Absalom; and she
bore him Abijah, Attai, Ziza, and
Shelomith.

21Now Rehoboam loved Maachah
the granddaughter of Absalom more
than all his fwives and his concu-
bines; for he took eighteen wives and
sixty concubines, and begot twenty-
eight sons and sixty daughters.

22And Rehoboam gappointed
hAbijah the son of Maachah as chief,
to be leader among his brothers; for
he intended to make him king.

23He dealt wisely, and dispersed
some of his sons throughout all the
territories of Judah and Benjamin,
to every ifortified city; and he gave
them provisions in abundance. He
also sought many wives for them.

Rehoboam’s apostasy (1 Kin. 14:21–24)

12NOW it came to pass, when
Rehoboam had established

the kingdom and had strengthened
himself, that he jforsook the law of

12:2

k 1 Kin. 11:40

12:3

l 2 Chr. 16:8

12:5

m 2 Chr. 11:2

n Cp. 2 Chr. 15:2

12:6

o Cp. 2 Chr. 6:24-
25

p Cp. 2 Chr. 7:14;
34:27

12:7

q Cp. 2 Chr.
34:25

12:8

r Deut. 28:47-48

12:9

s Cp. 2 Kin. 24:13

t 2 Chr. 9:16

11:15

a See Judg. 3:7
and 1 Kin. 3:2,
notes

11:16

b 2 Chr. 14:7

c 2 Chr. 15:9

11:17

d 2 Chr. 12:1,13

11:18

e 1 Sam. 16:6

11:21

f Deut. 17:17

11:22

g Deut. 21:15-17

h 2 Chr. 13:1

11:23

i 2 Chr. 11:5

12:1

j v. 14

612 2 CHRONICLES 11:15—12:10
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2 Chr. 13:2. Absalom. Or Abishalom, 1 Kin. 15:2. Abijah.
Or Abijam, 1 Kin. 14:31.



bronze shields in their place, and
committed them to the hands of the
captains of the guard, who guarded
the doorway of the king’s house.

11And whenever the king entered
the house of the LORD, the guard
would go and bring them out; then
they would take them back into the
guardroom.

12When he humbled himself, the
wrath of the LORD turned from him,
so as not to destroy him completely;
and things also went well in Judah.

Rehoboam dies (1 Kin. 14:21,29,31)
13Thus King Rehoboam strength-

ened himself in Jerusalem and
areigned. Now Rehoboam was forty-
one years old when he became
king; and he reigned seventeen
years in Jerusalem, the city which
the LORD had bchosen out of all the
tribes of Israel, to put His name
there. His mother’s name was Naa-
mah, an cAmmonitess.

14And he did evil, dbecause he
did not prepare his heart to seek the
LORD.

15The acts of Rehoboam, first and
last, are they not written in the
ebook of Shemaiah the prophet, and
of fIddo the seer concerning ge-
nealogies? And there were gwars be-
tween Rehoboam and Jeroboam all
their days.

16So Rehoboam rested with his fa-
thers, and was buried in the City of
David. Then Abijah his son reigned
in his place.

Abijah succeeds Rehoboam; war
between Judah and Israel (1 Kin. 15:1–7)

13IN the eighteenth year of
King Jeroboam, Abijah be-

came king over hJudah.
2He reigned three years in Jeru-

salem. His mother’s name was
Michaiah the daughter of Uriel of
Gibeah. And there was war be-
tween Abijah and Jeroboam.
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3Abijah set the battle in order

with an army of valiant warriors,
i four hundred thousand choice
men. Jeroboam also drew up in bat-
tle formation against him with eight
hundred thousand choice men,
mighty men of valor.

4Then Abijah stood on Mount
jZemaraim, which is in the moun-
tains of Ephraim, and said, “Hear
me, Jeroboam and all Israel:

5“Should you not know that the
LORD God of Israel kgave the domin-
ion over Israel to David forever, to
him and his sons, by a covenant of
lsalt?

6“Yet Jeroboam the son of Nebat,
the servant of Solomon the son of
David, rose up and mrebelled
against his lord.

7“Then worthless rogues gath-
ered to him, and strengthened
themselves against Rehoboam the
son of Solomon, when Rehoboam
was nyoung and inexperienced and
could not withstand them.

8“And now you think to withstand
the kingdom of the LORD, which is in
the hand of the sons of David; and
you are a great multitude, and with
you are the gold calves owhich Jero-
boam made for you as gods.

9“Have you not pcast out the
priests of the LORD, the sons of Aar-
on, and the Levites, and made for
yourselves priests, like the peoples
of other lands, so that whoever
comes to qconsecrate himself with a
young bull and seven rams may be a
priest of rthings that are not gods?

10“But as for us, the LORD is our
sGod, and we have not forsaken
Him; and the priests who minister to
the LORD are the sons of Aaron, and
the Levites attend to their duties.

11“And they burn to the LORD
every morning and every evening
burnt sacrifices and sweet incense;
they also set the showbread in or-
der on the pure gold table, and the

12:16 Abijah. Or Abijam, 1 Kin. 14:31; 2 Chr. 11:20–22.

Abijah: of Jehovah. The second king of Judah who
fought against Israel.

13:1 became king. 913 B.C., 1 Kin. 15:1.
13:2 Michaiah. Or Maachah the granddaughter of Ab-

salom, 2 Chr. 11:20.

13:11 showbread. “The showbread,” a type of Christ,
the Bread of God, nourisher of the Christian’s life as a be-
liever-priest (1 Pet. 2:9; Rev. 1:6). In John 6:33–58 our Lord
has more in mind the manna, that food which “comes
down from heaven”; but all typical meanings of bread are
there gathered into His words. The manna is the life-giving
Christ; the showbread, the life-sustaining Christ. The show-



(Nadab’s reign precedes the record
that follows. See 1 Kin. 15:25–31)

The family of Abijah
21But Abijah grew mighty, married

fourteen wives, and begot twenty-
two sons and sixteen daughters.

22Now the rest of the acts of Abi-
jah, his ways, and his sayings are
written in the hannals of the proph-
et Iddo.

Abijah dies: Asa succeeds
him (1 Kin. 15:7–8)

14SO Abijah rested with his fa-
thers, and they buried him

in the City of David. Then Asa his
son reigned in his place. In his days
the land was quiet for ten years.

Asa’s early reforms (1 Kin. 15:11)
2Asa did what was good and right

in the eyes of the LORD his God,
3for he removed the altars of the

foreign gods and the ihigh places,
and broke down the sacred pillars
and cut down the wooden images.

4He commanded Judah to jseek
the LORD God of their fathers, and
to observe the law and the com-
mandment.

5He also removed the khigh
places and the incense altars from
all the cities of Judah, and the king-
dom was quiet under lhim.

Asa defeats Zerah, the Ethiopian
(cp. 16:1–10)

6And he built fortified cities in Ju-
dah, for the land had rest; he had
no war in those years, because the
LORD had given him mrest.

7Therefore he said to Judah, “Let
us build these cities and make walls
around them, and towers, gates,
and bars, while the land is yet be-
fore us, because we have sought the
LORD our God; we have sought Him,

lampstand of gold with its lamps to
burn every evening; for we keep the
command of the LORD our God, but
you have forsaken Him.

12“Now look, God Himself is with
us as our ahead, and His priests
with bsounding trumpets to sound
the alarm against you. O children of
Israel, do not cfight against the LORD
God of your fathers, for you shall
not prosper!”

13But Jeroboam caused an am-
bush to go around behind them; so
they were in front of Judah, and the
ambush was behind them.

14And when Judah looked
around, to their surprise the battle
line was at both front and rear; and
they dcried out to the LORD, and the
priests sounded the trumpets.

15Then the men of Judah gave a
shout; and as the men of Judah
shouted, it happened that God
struck Jeroboam and all Israel be-
fore Abijah and Judah.

16And the children of Israel fled
before Judah, and God delivered
them into their hand.

17Then Abijah and his people
struck them with a great slaughter;
so e five hundred thousand choice
men of Israel fell slain.

18Thus the children of Israel were
subdued at that time; and the chil-
dren of Judah prevailed, because
they frelied on the LORD God of
their fathers.

19And Abijah pursued Jeroboam
and took cities from him: Bethel
with its villages, Jeshanah with its
villages, and Ephrain with its vil-
lages.

Jeroboam dies (1 Kin. 14:19–20)
20So Jeroboam did not recover

strength again in the days of Abijah;
and the LORD gstruck him, and he
died.
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bread typifies Christ as the “grain of wheat” (John 12:24)
ground in the mill of suffering (John 12:27) and brought
into the fire of judgment (John 12:31–33). We, as priests,
by faith feed upon Him as having undergone that in our
stead and for our sakes. We are fed by meditation upon
Christ, as in Heb. 12:2–3.

13:19 Ephrain. Or Ephron, Josh. 15:9.
14:1 reigned in his place. 911 B.C.
14:3 wooden images. These were “groves” (Hebrew

asherim) devoted to the worship of Asherah, who was the
Babylonian goddess Ishtar, the Aphrodite of the Greeks,
the Venus of the Romans. See Judg. 2:13, note.

14:5 incense altars. Literally sun gods.

Asa: physician. The third king of Judah who followed
the ways of the Lord and brought religious reform to
the kingdom.



and He has given us rest on every
side.” So they built and prospered.

8And Asa had an army of three
hundred thousand from Judah who
carried shields and spears, and from
Benjamin two hundred and eighty
thousand men who carried shields
and drew abows; all these were
mighty men of bvalor.

9Then Zerah the cEthiopian came
out against them with an army of a
million men and three hundred
chariots, and he came to Mareshah.

10So Asa went out against him,
and they set the troops in battle ar-
ray in the Valley of Zephathah at
Mareshah.

11And Asa dcried out to the LORD
his God, and said, “LORD, it is noth-
ing for You to help, ewhether with
many or with those who have no
power; help us, O LORD our God, for
we rest on You, and fin Your name
we go against this multitude. O
LORD, You are our God; do not let
man prevail against You!”

12So the LORD struck the Ethiopi-
ans before Asa and Judah, and the
Ethiopians fled.

13And Asa and the people who
were with him pursued them to Ge-
rar. So the Ethiopians were over-
thrown, and they could not recover,
for they were broken before the
LORD and His army. And they car-
ried away very much spoil.

14Then they defeated all the cities
around Gerar, for the gfear of the
LORD came upon them; and they
plundered all the cities, for there was
exceedingly much spoil in them.

15They also attacked the livestock
enclosures, and carried off sheep
and camels in abundance, and re-
turned to Jerusalem.

The prophet Azariah warns Asa

15NOW the hSpirit of God
came upon Azariah the son

of iOded.
2And he went out to meet Asa,

and said to him: “Hear me, Asa, and
all Judah and Benjamin. The LORD is
with jyou while you are with Him.
If you seek Him, He will be found
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by you; but if you forsake Him, He
will forsake you.

3“For a long time kIsrael has been
without the true God, without a
lteaching priest, and without mlaw;

4“but when in their trouble they
turned to the LORD God of Israel, and
sought Him, He was found by nthem.

5“And in those times there was
no peace to the one who went out,
nor to the one who came in, but
great turmoil was on all the inhabi-
tants of the lands.

6“So nation was destroyed by na-
tion, and city by city, for God trou-
bled them with every adversity.

7“But you, be strong and do not
let your hands be weak, for your
work shall be rewarded!”

Asa’s response: further and
sweeping reforms (1 Kin. 15:12–15)
8And when Asa heard these

words and the prophecy of Oded*

the prophet, he took courage, and
removed the abominable idols from
all the land of Judah and Benjamin
and from the cities which he had
taken in the mountains of oEphra-
im; and he restored the altar of the
LORD that was before the vestibule
of the LORD.

9Then he gathered all Judah and
Benjamin, and those who dwelt
with them pfrom Ephraim, Manas-
seh, and Simeon, for they came
over to him in qgreat numbers from
Israel when they saw that the LORD
his God was with him.

10So they gathered together at
Jerusalem in the third month, in the
fifteenth year of the reign of Asa.

11And they offered to the LORD at
that time seven hundred bulls and
seven thousand sheep from the
rspoil they had brought.

12Then they entered into a scov-
enant to seek the LORD God of their
fathers with all their heart and with
all their soul;

13and whoever would not seek
the LORD God of Israel twas to be
*15:8 Following Masoretic Text and Septuagint;
Syriac and Vulgate read Azariah the son of Oded
(compare verse 1).

15:10 third month. This is the month of Sivan in the
Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern

months of May–June. For more information on the Hebrew
religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.



5Now it happened, when Baasha
heard it, that he stopped building
Ramah and ceased his work.

6Then King Asa took all Judah,
and they carried away the stones
and timber of Ramah, which Baasha
had used for building; and with
them he built Geba and Mizpah.

(For a further account about
Baasha, see 1 Kin. 15:27—16:7)

Asa, rebuked by Hanani,
imprisons the prophet

7And at that time fHanani the
seer came to Asa king of Judah, and
said to him: “Because you have re-
lied on the king of gSyria, and have
not relied on the LORD your God,
therefore the army of the king of
Syria has escaped from your hand.

8“Were the hEthiopians and the
Lubim not a huge army with very
many chariots and horsemen? Yet,
because you relied on the LORD, He
delivered them into your ihand.

9“For the jeyes of the LORD run to
and fro throughout the whole earth,
to show Himself strong on behalf of
those whose heart is kloyal to Him.
In this you have done foolishly;
therefore from now on you shall
have wars.”

10Then Asa was angry with the
seer, and put him in lprison, for he
was enraged at him because of this.
And Asa oppressed some of the peo-
ple at that time.

(Reigns of Elah, Zimri, Tibni, Omri,
and Ahab’s accession precede record

that follows. See 1 Kin. 16:6–34)

Asa’s illness and death (1 Kin. 15:23–24)
11Note that the macts of Asa, first

and last, are indeed written in the
book of the kings of Judah and Israel.

12And in the thirty-ninth year of
his reign, Asa became diseased in
his feet, and his malady was severe;
yet in his disease he did not nseek
the LORD, but the physicians.

13So Asa rested with his fathers;
he died in the forty-first year of his
reign.

put to death, whether small or
great, whether man or woman.

14Then they took an oath before
the LORD with a loud voice, with
shouting and trumpets and rams’
horns.

15And all Judah rejoiced at the
oath, for they had sworn with all
their heart and asought Him with all
their soul; and He was found by
them, and the LORD gave them brest
all around.

16Also he removed Maachah, the
mother of Asa the king, from being
queen mother, because she had
made an obscene image of cAshe-
rah; and Asa cut down her obscene
image, then crushed and burned it
by the Brook Kidron.

17But the dhigh places were not
removed from Israel. Nevertheless
the heart of Asa was e loyal all his
days.

18He also brought into the house
of God the things that his father had
dedicated and that he himself had
dedicated: silver and gold and uten-
sils.

19And there was no war until the
thirty-fifth year of the reign of Asa.

Asa, in league with Syria, makes
war on Baasha (1 Kin. 15:16–22)

16IN the thirty-sixth year of the
reign of Asa, Baasha king of Is-

rael came up against Judah and built
Ramah, that he might let none go out
or come in to Asa king of Judah.

2Then Asa brought silver and gold
from the treasuries of the house of
the LORD and of the king’s house,
and sent to Ben-Hadad king of Syria,
who dwelt in Damascus, saying,

3“Let there be a treaty between
you and me, as there was between
my father and your father. See, I
have sent you silver and gold; come,
break your treaty with Baasha king
of Israel, so that he will withdraw
from me.”

4So Ben-Hadad heeded King Asa,
and sent the captains of his armies
against the cities of Israel. They at-
tacked Ijon, Dan, Abel Maim, and
all the storage cities of Naphtali.
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14They buried him in his own
tomb, which he had made for him-
self in the City of David; and they
laid him in the bed which was filled
with spices and various ingredients
prepared in a mixture of ointments.
They made a very great aburning for
him.

Jehoshaphat succeeds Asa
(1 Kin. 15:24)

17THEN bJehoshaphat his son
reigned in his place, and

strengthened himself against Israel.
2And he placed troops in all the

fortified cities of cJudah, and set gar-
risons in the land of Judah and in
the cities of Ephraim which dAsa
his father had taken.

Jehoshaphat, walking in the ways
of David, institutes reforms

3Now the LORD was with Jehosha-
phat, because he walked in the for-
mer ways of his father David; he did
not seek the Baals,

4but sought the God* of his father,
and walked in His commandments
and not according to the acts of Is-
rael.

5Therefore the LORD established
the kingdom in his hand; and all Ju-
dah egave presents to Jehoshaphat,
and he had riches and honor in
fabundance.

6And his heart took delight in the
ways of the LORD; moreover he re-
moved the ghigh places and hwood-
en images from Judah.

7Also in the third year of his reign
he sent his leaders, Ben-Hail, Oba-
diah, Zechariah, Nethanel, and
Michaiah, to teach in the cities of
Judah.

8And with them he sent Levites:
Shemaiah, Nethaniah, Zebadiah, As-
ahel, Shemiramoth, Jehonathan, Ad-
onijah, Tobijah, and Tobadonijah—
the Levites; and with them Elishama
and Jehoram, the priests.

9So they taught in Judah, and had
the Book of the Law of the LORD
with them; they went throughout
all the cities of Judah and taught the
ipeople.
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Jehoshaphat’s growing power;

his men of valor
10And the jfear of the LORD fell on

all the kingdoms of the lands that
were around Judah, so that they did
not make war against Jehoshaphat.

11Also some of the Philistines
brought Jehoshaphat presents and
silver as ktribute; and the Arabians
brought him flocks, seven thousand
seven hundred rams and seven
thousand seven hundred male
goats.

12So Jehoshaphat became increas-
ingly powerful, and he built fortress-
es and storage cities in Judah.

13He had much property in the
cities of Judah; and the men of war,
mighty men of valor, were in Jeru-
salem.

14These are their numbers, ac-
cording to their fathers’ houses. Of
Judah, the captains of thousands:
Adnah the captain, and with him
l three hundred thousand mighty
men of valor;

15and next to him was Jehohanan
the captain, and with him two hun-
dred and eighty thousand;

16and next to him was Amasiah
the son of Zichri, who mwillingly of-
fered himself to the nLORD, and with
him two hundred thousand mighty
men of valor.

17Of Benjamin: Eliada a mighty
man of valor, and with him two
hundred thousand men armed with
bow and shield;

18and next to him was Jehozabad,
and with him one hundred and
eighty thousand prepared for war.

19These served the king, besides
those the king oput in the fortified
cities throughout all Judah.

(The reign of Ahab and major part of
Elijah’s ministry precede the record

that follows. See 1 Kin. 16:28—21:29)

Jehoshaphat joins Ahab in his
third Syrian campaign (1 Kin. 22:2–4)

18JEHOSHAPHAT had priches
and honor in abundance; and

*17:4 Septuagint reads LORD God.

17:1 reigned. 870 B.C.
17:3 father. It was a Jewish custom to call a family or

tribal head “father” (e.g. John 8:53).
17:4 Israel. That is, the northern or ten-tribe kingdom.



so, saying, “Go up to Ramoth Gilead
and prosper, for the LORD will deliv-
er it into the king’s hand.”

Micaiah truly prophesies defeat
(1 Kin. 22:13–28)

12Then the jmessenger who had
gone to call Micaiah spoke to him,
saying, “Now listen, the words of the
prophets with one accord encourage
the king. Therefore please let your
word be like the word of one of
them, and speak encouragement.”

13And Micaiah said, “As the LORD
lives, kwhatever my God says, that I
will speak.”

14Then he came to the king; and
the king said to him, “Micaiah, shall
we go to war against Ramoth Gile-
ad, or shall I refrain?” And he said,
“Go and prosper, and they shall be
delivered into your hand!”

15So the king said to him, “How
many times shall I make you swear
that you tell me nothing but the
truth in the name of the LORD?”

16Then he said, “I saw all Israel
lscattered on the mountains, as
sheep that have no mshepherd. And
the LORD said, ‘These have no mas-
ter. Let each return to his house in
peace.’ ”

17And the king of Israel said to Je-
hoshaphat, “Did I not tell you he
would not prophesy good concern-
ing me, but evil?”

18Then Micaiah said, “Therefore
hear the word of the LORD: I saw the
LORD sitting on His nthrone, and all
the host of heaven standing on His
right hand and His left.

19“And the LORD said, ‘Who will
persuade Ahab king of Israel to go
up, that he may fall at Ramoth Gile-
ad?’ So one spoke in this manner,
and another spoke in that manner.

20“Then a spirit came forward
and stood before the LORD, and said,
‘I will persuade him.’ The LORD said
to him, ‘In what way?’

21“So he said, ‘I will go out and
be a lying spirit in the mouth of all
his prophets.’ And the LORD said,
‘You shall persuade him and also
prevail; go out and do so.’

22“Therefore olook! The LORD has
put a plying spirit in the mouth of

aby marriage he allied himself with
bAhab.

2After some years he cwent down
to visit Ahab in Samaria; and Ahab
killed sheep and oxen in abundance
for him and the people who were
with him, and persuaded him to go
up with him to Ramoth Gilead.

3So Ahab king of Israel said to Je-
hoshaphat king of Judah, “Will you
go with me against Ramoth Gilead?”
And he answered him, “I am as you
are, and my people as your people;
we will be with you in the dwar.”

Ahab’s lying prophets promise
victory (1 Kin. 22:5–12)

4Also Jehoshaphat said to the king
of Israel, “Please e inquire for the
word of the LORD today.”

5Then the king of Israel gathered
the prophets f together, four hun-
dred men, and said to them, “Shall
we go to war against Ramoth Gile-
ad, or shall I refrain?” So they said,
“Go up, for God will deliver it into
the king’s hand.”

6But Jehoshaphat said, “Is there
not still a prophet of the LORD here,
that we may inquire of gHim?”*

7So the king of Israel said to Je-
hoshaphat, “There is still one man by
whom we may inquire of the LORD;
but I hhate him, because he never
prophesies good concerning me, but
always evil. He is Micaiah the son of
Imla.” And Jehoshaphat said, “Let
not the king say such things!”

8Then the king of Israel called
one of his officers and said, “Bring
Micaiah the son of Imla quickly!”

9The king of Israel and Jehosha-
phat king of Judah, clothed in their
robes, sat each on his throne; and
they sat at a threshing floor at the
entrance of the gate of Samaria; and
all the prophets prophesied before
them.

10Now Zedekiah the son of Chena-
anah had made ihorns of iron for
himself; and he said, “Thus says the
LORD: ‘With these you shall gore the
Syrians until they are destroyed.’ ”

11And all the prophets prophesied
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these prophets of yours, and the LORD
has declared disaster against you.”

23Then Zedekiah the son of
Chenaanah went near and struck
Micaiah on the cheek, and said,
“Which way did the spirit from the
LORD go from me to speak to you?”

24And Micaiah said, “Indeed you
shall see on that day when you go
into an inner chamber to hide!”

25Then the king of Israel said,
“Take Micaiah, and return him to
Amon the governor of the city and
to Joash the king’s son;

26“and say, ‘Thus says the king:
a“Put this fellow in prison, and feed
him with bread of affliction and wa-
ter of affliction, until I return in
peace.” ’ ”

27But Micaiah said, “If you ever
return in peace, the LORD has not
spoken by bme.” And he said, “Take
heed, all you people!”

Ahab’s defeat and death at
Ramoth Gilead (1 Kin. 22:29–40)
28So the king of Israel and Jehosh-

aphat the king of Judah cwent up to
Ramoth Gilead.

29And the king of Israel said to Je-
hoshaphat, “I will ddisguise myself
and go into battle; but you put on
your robes.” So the king of Israel
disguised himself, and they went
into battle.

30Now the king of Syria had com-
manded the captains of the chariots
who were with him, saying, “Fight
with no one small or great, but only
with the king of Israel.”

31So it was, when the captains of
the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, that
they said, “It is the king of Israel!”
Therefore they surrounded him to
attack; but Jehoshaphat ecried out,
and the LORD helped him, and God
diverted them from him.

32For so it was, when the captains
of the chariots saw that it was not
the king of Israel, that they turned
back from pursuing him.

33Now a certain man drew a bow
at random, and struck the king of Is-
rael between the joints of his armor.
So he said to the driver of his chari-
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ot, “Turn around and take me out of
the battle, for I am wounded.”

34The battle increased that day,
and the king of Israel propped him-
self up in his chariot facing the Syr-
ians until evening; and about the
time of sunset he fdied.

(Reigns of Ahaziah and Jehoram over
Israel, and ministries of Elijah and

Elisha precede the record that follows.
See 1 Kin. 22:51—2 Kin. 8:15)

Jehu rebukes Jehoshaphat’s
alliance with Ahab

19THEN Jehoshaphat the king
of Judah returned safely to

his house in Jerusalem.
2And gJehu the son of Hanani the

seer went out to meet him, and
hsaid to King Jehoshaphat, “Should
you help the iwicked and love those
who jhate the LORD? Therefore the
wrath of the LORD is upon you.

3“Nevertheless good things are
found in you, in that you have re-
moved the wooden images from the
land, and have prepared your heart
to seek God.”

4So Jehoshaphat dwelt at Jeru-
salem; and he went out again among
the people from Beersheba to the
mountains of Ephraim, and brought
them back to the LORD God of their
kfathers.

Jehoshaphat, trusting in the LORD,
makes judicial reforms

5Then he set l judges in the land
throughout all the fortified cities of
Judah, city by city,

6and said to the judges, “Take
heed to what you are doing, m for
you do not judge for man but for the
LORD, who is with you in the judg-
ment.

7“Now therefore, let the fear of
the LORD be upon you; take care and
do it, for there is no iniquity with
the LORD our God, no partiality, nor
taking of bribes.”

8Moreover in Jerusalem, for the
judgment of the LORD and for con-
troversies, Jehoshaphat appointed
some of the Levites and priests, and

19:3 wooden images. These were “groves” (Hebrew
asherim) devoted to the worship of Asherah, who was the

Babylonian goddess Ishtar, the Aphrodite of the Greeks,
the Venus of the Romans. See Judg. 2:13, note.



might, so that no one is able to with-
stand mYou?

7“Are You not our God, who
drove out the inhabitants of this
land before Your people Israel, and
ngave it to the descendants of Abra-
ham Your ofriend forever?

8“And they dwell in it, and have
built You a sanctuary in it for Your
name, saying,

9‘If disaster comes upon us—
sword, judgment, pestilence, or
famine—we will stand before this
temple and in Your presence (for
Your name is in this temple), and
cry out to You in our affliction, and
You will hear and psave.’

10“And now, here are the people
of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir—
whom You would qnot let Israel in-
vade when they came out of the
land of Egypt, but they turned from
them and did not destroy them—

11“here they are, rewarding us by
coming to rthrow us out of Your pos-
session which You have given us to
inherit.

12“O our God, will You not sjudge
them? For we have no power against
this great multitude that is coming
against us; nor do we know what to
do, but our eyes are upon tYou.”

some of the chief fathers of Israel,
when they returned to Jerusalem.*

9And he commanded them, say-
ing, “Thus you shall act in the fear
of the LORD, faithfully and with a
aloyal heart:

10“Whatever case comes to you
from your brethren who dwell in
their cities, whether of bloodshed or
offenses against law or command-
ment, against statutes or ordinances,
you shall warn them, lest they tres-
pass against the LORD and wrath
come upon you and your brethren.
Do this, and you will not be guilty.

11“And take notice: bAmariah the
chief priest is over you in all cmatters
of the LORD; and Zebadiah the son of
Ishmael, the ruler of the house of Ju-
dah, for all the king’s matters; also
the Levites will be officials before
you. Behave courageously, and the
dLORD will be with the good.”

Judah invaded by Moabites,
Ammonites, and Edomites, vv. 10,22

20IT happened after this that
the people of eMoab with

the people of fAmmon, and others
with them besides the Ammonites,*
came to battle against Jehoshaphat.

2Then some came and told Je-
hoshaphat, saying, “A great multi-
tude is coming against you from be-
yond the sea, from Syria;* and they
are in gHazazon Tamar” (which is
En Gedi).

Jehoshaphat’s prayer
3And Jehoshaphat feared, and set

himself to hseek the LORD, and pro-
claimed a fast throughout all Judah.

4So Judah gathered together to
ask ihelp from the LORD; and from
all the cities of Judah they came to
seek the LORD.

5Then Jehoshaphat stood in the
assembly of Judah and Jerusalem, in
the house of the LORD, before the
new court,

6and jsaid: “O LORD God of our fa-
thers, are You not God in kheaven,
and do You not rule over all the
lkingdoms of the nations, and in
Your hand is there not power and
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*19:8 Septuagint and Vulgate read for the
inhabitants of Jerusalem. *20:1 Following
Masoretic Text and Vulgate; Septuagint reads
Meunites (compare 26:7). *20:2 Following
Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and Vulgate; some
Hebrew manuscripts and Old Latin read Edom.

19:9 fear. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expression
meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.

20:3 INQUIRING OF THE LORD 
BEFORE BATTLE

Reference Leader Occasion
Judges 6:36 Gideon to fight the Midianites
Judges 16:28 Samson final defeat of the 

Philistines
Judges 20:28 Israelites to fight the Benjamites
1 Samuel 14:37 Saul to fight the Philistines
1 Samuel 23:2 David to fight the Philistines
1 Samuel 30:8 David to fight the Philistines
2 Samuel 5:19 David to fight the Philistines
1 Kings 22:5 Jehoshaphat to fight the Syrians
2 Kings 3:11 Jehoshaphat to fight the Moabites
2 Kings 6:18 Elisha to fight the Syrians
2 Chronicles 14:11 Asa to defeat the 

Ethiopians
2 Chronicles 20:3 Jehoshaphat to fight the Moabites 

and Ammonites



13Now all Judah, with their little
ones, their wives, and their chil-
dren, stood before the LORD.

The LORD answers Jehoshaphat’s
prayer through Jahaziel

14Then the aSpirit of the LORD
came upon Jahaziel the son of
Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the
son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a
Levite of the sons of Asaph, in the
midst of the assembly.

15And he said, “Listen, all you of
Judah and you inhabitants of Jeru-
salem, and you, King Jehoshaphat!
Thus bsays the LORD to you: ‘Do not
be afraid nor dismayed because of
this great multitude, cfor the battle
is not yours, but God’s.

16‘Tomorrow go down against
them. They will surely come up by
the Ascent of Ziz, and you will find
them at the end of the brook before
the Wilderness of Jeruel.

17‘You will not need to fight in
this battle. Position yourselves,
stand dstill and see the salvation of
the LORD, who is with you, O Judah
and Jerusalem!’ Do not fear or be
dismayed; tomorrow go out against
them, for the LORD is with you.”

18And Jehoshaphat bowed his
head with his face to the ground,
and all Judah and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem bowed before the LORD,
eworshiping the LORD.

19Then the Levites of the children
of the Kohathites and of the chil-
dren of the Korahites stood up to
praise the LORD God of Israel with
voices loud and high.

Jehoshaphat and the people praise 
the LORD; enemy armies destroy 

one another
20So they rose early in the morn-

ing and went out into the Wilder-
ness of Tekoa; and as they went out,
Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Hear
me, O Judah and you inhabitants of
Jerusalem: fBelieve in the LORD your
God, and you shall be established;
believe His prophets, and you shall
prosper.”

21And when he had consulted
with the people, he appointed those
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who should sing to the LORD, and
who should praise the gbeauty of
holiness, as they went out before
the army and were saying:

“Praise the LORD,
hFor His mercy endures forever.”

22Now when they began to sing
and to praise, the LORD set am-
bushes against the people of Am-
mon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who
had come against Judah; and they
were defeated.

23For the people of Ammon and
Moab stood up against the inhabi-
tants of Mount Seir to utterly kill
and destroy them. And when they
had made an end of the inhabitants
of Seir, ithey helped to destroy one
another.

24So when Judah came to a place
overlooking the wilderness, they
looked toward the multitude; and
there were their dead bodies, fallen
on the earth. No one had escaped.

25When Jehoshaphat and his peo-
ple came to take away their spoil,
they found among them an abun-
dance of valuables on the dead bod-
ies,* and precious jewelry, which
they stripped off for themselves,
more than they could carry away;
and they were three days gathering
the spoil because there was so much.

Triumphant return of Jehoshaphat
and the people to Jerusalem

26And on the fourth day they as-
sembled in the Valley of Berachah,
for there they blessed the LORD;
therefore the name of that place
was called The Valley of Berachah
until this day.

27Then they returned, every man
of Judah and Jerusalem, with Je-
hoshaphat in front of them, to go
back to Jerusalem with joy, for the
LORD had made them rejoice over
their enemies.

28So they came to Jerusalem, jwith
stringed instruments and harps and
trumpets, to the house of the LORD.

29And the kfear of God was on all
the kingdoms of those countries
*20:25 A few Hebrew manuscripts, Old Latin, and
Vulgate read garments; Septuagint reads armor.

20:26 Berachah. Literally blessing. Compare 1 Chr. 12:3.



2He had brothers, the sons of Je-
hoshaphat: Azariah, Jehiel, Zechari-
ah, Azaryahu, Michael, and Shepha-
tiah; all these were the sons of
Jehoshaphat king of Israel.

3Their father gave them great
gifts of silver and gold and precious
things, with fortified cities in Judah;
but he gave the kingdom to Jeho-
ram, because he was the firstborn.

4Now when Jehoram was estab-
lished over the kingdom of his fa-
ther, he strengthened himself and
killed all his brothers with the
sword, and also others of the
princes of Israel.

5Jehoram was thirty-two years old
when he became king, and he
reigned eight years in Jerusalem.

6And he walked in the way of the
kings of Israel, just as the house of
Ahab had done, for he had the
daughter of Ahab mas a wife; and he
did evil in the sight of the LORD.

7Yet the LORD would not destroy
the house of David, because of the
ncovenant that He had made with
David, and since He had promised
to give a lamp to him and to his
sons forever.

Edom and Libnah revolt against
Judah (2 Kin. 8:20–23)

8In his days oEdom revolted
against Judah’s authority, and made
a king over themselves.

9So Jehoram went out with his
officers, and all his chariots with
him. And he rose by night and at-
tacked the Edomites who had sur-
rounded him and the captains of
the chariots.

10Thus Edom has been in revolt
against Judah’s authority to this day.
At that time Libnah revolted against
his rule, because he had forsaken
the LORD God of his fathers.

11Moreover he made phigh places
in the mountains of Judah, and
caused the inhabitants of Jerusalem
to qcommit harlotry, and led Judah
astray.

when they heard that the LORD had
fought against the enemies of Israel.

30Then the realm of Jehoshaphat
was quiet, a for his God gave him
rest all around.

Summary of Jehoshaphat’s reign
(1 Kin. 22:41–49)

31So Jehoshaphat was bking over
Judah. He was thirty-five years old
when he became king, and he
reigned twenty-five years in Jeru-
salem. His mother’s name was Azu-
bah the daughter of Shilhi.

32And he walked in the way of
his father cAsa, and did not turn
aside from it, doing what was right
in the sight of the LORD.

33Nevertheless the dhigh places
were not taken eaway, for as yet the
people had not directed their hearts
to the God of their fathers.

34Now the rest of the acts of Je-
hoshaphat, first and last, indeed they
are written in the fbook of Jehu the
son of Hanani, which is mentioned
in the book of the kings of Israel.

Alliance between the kings of Judah
and Israel; the LORD is displeased

with Jehoshaphat
35After this Jehoshaphat king of Ju-

dah gallied himself with Ahaziah king
of Israel, hwho acted very iwickedly.

36And he jallied himself with him
kto make ships to go to Tarshish, and
they made the ships in Ezion Geber.

37But Eliezer the son of Dodavah
of Mareshah prophesied against Je-
hoshaphat, saying, “Because you
have allied yourself with Ahaziah, the
LORD has destroyed your works.”
Then the ships were wrecked, so that
they were not able to go to Tarshish.

Jehoshaphat dies; Jehoram succeeds
him (1 Kin. 22:50; 2 Kin. 8:16–19)

21AND l Jehoshaphat rested
with his fathers, and was

buried with his fathers in the City
of David. Then Jehoram his son
reigned in his place.
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Message of Elijah, written before his
translation, pronouncing judgment

on Jehoram
12And a letter came to him from

Elijah the prophet, saying,

Thus says the LORD God of
your father David:
Because you have not walked
in the ways of Jehoshaphat
your father, or in the ways of
Asa king of Judah,

13 but have walked in the way of
the kings of Israel, and have
amade Judah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem to play
the harlot blike the harlotry of
the house of Ahab, and also
have ckilled your brothers,
those of your father’s
household, who were dbetter
than yourself,

14 behold, the LORD will strike
your people with a serious
affliction—your children, your
wives, and all your possessions;

15 and you will become very sick
ewith a disease of your
intestines, until your intestines
come out by freason of the
sickness, day by day.

Judah invaded by Arabians
and Philistines

16Moreover the gLORD hstirred up
against Jehoram the spirit of the
Philistines and the iArabians who
were near the Ethiopians.

17And they came up into Judah
and invaded it, and carried away all
the possessions that were found in
the king’s house, and also his jsons
and his wives, so that there was not
a son left to him except Jehoahaz,
the youngest of his sons.

Jehoram becomes ill and dies
(2 Kin. 8:23–24)

18After all this the LORD kstruck
him in his intestines with an incur-
able ldisease.
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19Then it happened in the course

of time, after the end of two years,
that his intestines came out because
of his sickness; so he died in severe
pain. And his people made no
mburning for him, like the burning
for his fathers.

20He was thirty-two years old
when he became king. He reigned in
Jerusalem eight years and, nto no
one’s sorrow, departed. However
they buried him in the City of David,
but not in the tombs of the kings.

Ahaziah becomes king of
Judah (2 Kin. 8:24–27)

22THEN the inhabitants of
Jerusalem made Ahaziah his

youngest son king in his place, for
the raiders who came with the oAra-
bians into the camp had killed all
the older sons. So Ahaziah the son
of Jehoram, king of Judah, reigned.

2Ahaziah was p forty-two* years
old when he became king, and he
reigned one year in Jerusalem. His
mother’s name was Athaliah the
granddaughter of Omri.

3He also walked in the ways of
the house of Ahab, for his mother
advised him to do wickedly.

4Therefore he did evil in the sight
of the LORD, like the house of Ahab;
for they were his counselors after
the death of his father, to his de-
struction.

Ahaziah joins Jehoram defending
Ramoth Gilead (2 Kin. 8:28)

5He also followed their advice,
and went with Jehoram the son of
Ahab king of Israel to war against
Hazael king of Syria at Ramoth Gile-
ad; and the Syrians wounded Joram.

Ahaziah visits wounded Jehoram
(Joram) at Jezreel (2 Kin. 8:29; 9:16)

6Then he returned to Jezreel to
recover from the wounds which he
*22:2 Or twenty-two (compare 2 Kings 8:26)

21:12 Elijah. See Elijah’s history in 1 Kin. 17:1—2 Kin.
2:12.

21:17 Jehoahaz. Or Ahaziah, 2 Chr. 22:1.
22:1 Ahaziah. Or Jehoahaz, 2 Chr. 21:17. in his place.

841 B.C.
22:5 Jehoram. Or Joram, 2 Kin. 8:28.

Ahaziah: whom Jehovah upholds. Son of Jehoram. A
wicked king of Judah who was killed by Jehu.

Athaliah: whom Jehovah has afflicted. Daughter of
Ahab. The wicked queen of Judah who killed all the
heirs to the throne except Joash who hid in the temple.



the wife of Jehoiada the priest (for
she was the sister of Ahaziah), hid
him from Athaliah so that she did
not kill him.

12And he was hidden with them in
the house of God for six years, while
Athaliah reigned over the land.

Jehoiada places Joash on the
throne of Judah (2 Kin. 11:4–12)

23 fIN the gseventh year hJehoi-
ada strengthened himself,

and made a covenant with the cap-
tains of hundreds: Azariah the son
of Jeroham, Ishmael the son of Jeho-
hanan, Azariah the son of iObed,
Maaseiah the son of Adaiah, and
Elishaphat the son of Zichri.

2And they went throughout Judah
and gathered the Levites from all
the cities of Judah, and the jchief fa-
thers of Israel, and they came to
Jerusalem.

3Then all the assembly made a
covenant with the king in the house
of God. And he said to them, “Be-
hold, the king’s son shall reign, as
the LORD has ksaid of the sons of
David.

4“This is what you shall do: One-
third of you lentering on the Sab-
bath, of the priests and the Levites,
shall be keeping watch over the
doors;

5“one-third shall be at the king’s
house; and one-third at the Gate of
the Foundation. All the people shall
be in the courts of the house of the
LORD.

6“But let no one come into the
house of the LORD except the priests
and m those of the Levites who
serve. They may go in, for they are
holy; but all the people shall keep
the watch of the LORD.

7“And the Levites shall surround
the king on all sides, every man
with his weapons in his hand; and
whoever comes into the house, let
him be put to death. You are to be
with the king when he comes in
and when he goes out.”

had received at Ramah, when he
fought against Hazael king of Syria.
And Azariah* the son of Jehoram,
king of Judah, went down to see Je-
horam the son of Ahab in Jezreel,
because he was sick.

7His going to Joram was God’s oc-
casion for Ahaziah’s adownfall; for
when he arrived, he went out with
Jehoram against Jehu the son of
Nimshi, whom the LORD had anoint-
ed to cut off the house of Ahab.

(Jehu’s anointing and his slaying
of Jehoram precede the record

that follows. See 2 Kin. 9:1–26)

Jehu murders royal princes
of Judah (2 Kin. 10:12–14)

8And it happened, when Jehu
was executing judgment on the
house of Ahab, and found the
princes of Judah and the sons of
Ahaziah’s brothers who served Aha-
ziah, that he killed bthem.

Jehu executes Ahaziah, king
of Judah (2 Kin. 9:27–29)

9Then he searched for Ahaziah;
and they caught him (he was hiding
in Samaria), and brought him to Jehu.
When they had killed him, they
buried him, “because,” they said,
“he is the son of cJehoshaphat, who
dsought the LORD with all his heart.”
So the house of Ahaziah had no one
to assume power over the kingdom.

(Cp. 2 Kin. 9:30—10:36: Jehu’s reign;
he executes Jezebel, etc.)

Athaliah murders royal seed of
Judah, except Joash (2 Kin. 11:1–3)
10Now when Athaliah the mother

of Ahaziah saw that her son was
dead, she arose and edestroyed all
the royal heirs of the house of Judah.

11But Jehoshabeath, the daughter
of the king, took Joash the son of
Ahaziah, and stole him away from
among the king’s sons who were be-
ing murdered, and put him and his
nurse in a bedroom. So Jehoshab-
eath, the daughter of King Jehoram,
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*22:6 Some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint,
Syriac, Vulgate, and 2 Kings 8:29 read Ahaziah.

22:6 Azariah. Or Ahaziah, vv. 1,7–11.
22:11 Jehoshabeath. Or Jehosheba, 2 Kin. 11:2. Joash.

Or Jehoash, 2 Kin. 12:18.

Jehoida: Jehovah knows. A high priest who killed
Queen Athaliah and restored Jehoash to the throne.



8So the Levites and all Judah did
according to all that Jehoiada the
priest commanded. And each man
took his men who were to be on
duty on the Sabbath, with those
who were going off duty on the Sab-
bath; for Jehoiada the priest had not
dismissed the adivisions.

9And Jehoiada the priest gave to
the captains of hundreds the spears
and the large and small bshields
which had belonged to King David,
that were in the temple of God.

10Then he set all the people,
every man with his weapon in his
hand, from the right side of the tem-
ple to the left side of the temple,
along by the altar and by the tem-
ple, all around the king.

11And they brought out the king’s
son, put the crown on him, cgave
him the dTestimony,* and made him
king. Then Jehoiada and his sons
anointed him, and said, “Long live
the king!”

Athaliah is executed 
(2 Kin. 11:13–16)

12Now when eAthaliah heard the
noise of the people running and
praising the king, she came to the
people in the temple of the LORD.

13When she looked, there was
the king standing by his pillar at the
entrance; and the leaders and the
trumpeters were by the king. All the
people of the land were rejoicing
and blowing trumpets, also the
singers with musical instruments,
and f those who led in praise. So
Athaliah tore her clothes and said,
g“Treason! Treason!”

14And Jehoiada the priest brought
out the captains of hundreds who
were set over the army, and said to
them, “Take her outside under
guard, and slay with the sword who-
ever follows her.” For the priest had
said, “Do not kill her in the house
of the LORD.”

15So they seized her; and she
went by way of the entrance of the
hHorse Gate into the king’s house,
and they ikilled her there.
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Revival through Jehoiada

(2 Kin. 11:17–20)
16Then Jehoiada made a jcov-

enant between himself, the people,
and the king, that they should be
the LORD’S people.

17And all the people went to the
ktemple* of Baal, and tore it down.
They broke in pieces its altars and
images, and lkilled Mattan the
priest of Baal before the altars.

18Also Jehoiada appointed the
oversight of the house of the LORD

to the hand of the priests, the Le-
vites, whom David had massigned in
the house of the LORD, to offer the
burnt offerings of the LORD, as it is
written in the nLaw of Moses, with
rejoicing and with singing, as it was
established by David.

19And he set the ogatekeepers at
the gates of the house of the LORD,
so that no one who was in any way
unclean should enter.

20pThen he took the captains of
hundreds, the nobles, the governors
of the people, and all the people of
the land, and brought the king
down from the house of the LORD;
and they went through the Upper
Gate to the king’s house, and set the
king on the throne of the kingdom.

21So all the people of the land re-
joiced; and the city was quiet, for
they had slain Athaliah with the
sword.

Joash’s reign strongly influenced by
Jehoiada, the priest 

(2 Kin. 11:21—12:3)

24JOASH was seven years old
when he became king, and

he reigned forty years in Jerusalem.
His mother’s name was Zibiah of
Beersheba.

2Joash did what was right in the
sight of the LORD all the days of Je-
hoiada the priest.

3And Jehoiada took two wives for
him, and he had sons and daughters.
*23:11 That is, the Law (compare Exodus
25:16,21; 31:18) *23:17 Literally house

24:1 Joash. Or Jehoash, 2 Kin. 11:21. became king.
835 B.C.

Joash: whom Jehovah supports. The boy king of Judah
who restored the temple.



much money, that the king’s scribe
and the high priest’s officer came
and emptied the chest, and took it
and returned it to its place. Thus
they did day by day, and gathered
money in abundance.

12The king and Jehoiada gave it to
those who did the work of the ser-
vice of the house of the LORD; and
they hired masons and carpenters to
irepair the house of the LORD, and
also those who worked in iron and
bronze to restore the house of the
LORD.

13So the workmen labored, and
the work was completed by them;
they restored the house of God to
its original condition and reinforced
it.

14When they had finished, they
brought the rest of the money be-
fore the king and Jehoiada; they
made from it articles for the house
of the LORD, articles for serving and
offering, spoons and vessels of gold
and silver. And they offered burnt
offerings in the house of the LORD
continually all the days of Jehoiada.

Death of Jehoiada; apostasy of
the leaders

15But Jehoiada grew old and was
full of days, and he died; he was one
hundred and thirty years old when
he died.

16And they buried him in the City
of David among the jkings, because
he had done good in Israel, both to-
ward God and His house.

17Now after the death of Jehoiada
the leaders of Judah came and
bowed down to the king. And the
king listened to them.

18Therefore they left the house of
the LORD God of their fathers, and
served wooden images and idols;
and wrath came upon Judah and
Jerusalem because of their k tres-
pass.

19 lYet He sent prophets to them,
to bring them back to the LORD; and
they testified against them, but they
would not listen.

Faithless priests delay temple
repairs 23 years (2 Kin. 12:4–8)

4Now it happened after this that
Joash set his heart on repairing the
house of the LORD.

5Then he gathered the priests and
the Levites, and said to them, “Go
out to the cities of Judah, and gather
from all Israel money to arepair the
house of your God from year to year,
and see that you do it quickly.”
However the Levites did not do it
quickly.

6So the king called Jehoiada the
chief priest, and said to him, “Why
have you not required the Levites to
bring in from Judah and from
Jerusalem the bcollection, according
to the commandment of cMoses the
servant of the LORD and of the as-
sembly of Israel, for the dtabernacle
of witness?”

7For the esons of Athaliah, that
wicked woman, had broken into the
house of God, and had also present-
ed all the dedicated things of the
house of the LORD to the Baals.

(The “cutting off” of Israel
and the reign of Jehoahaz precede

the record that follows. See
2 Kin. 10:32–35; 13:1–2)

Temple repairs completed by
freewill offerings (2 Kin. 12:9–16)

8Then at the fking’s command
they made a gchest, and set it out-
side at the gate of the house of the
LORD.

9And they made a proclamation
throughout Judah and Jerusalem to
bring to the LORD the collection
that Moses the servant of God had
imposed on Israel in the wilder-
ness.

10Then all the leaders and all the
people rejoiced, brought their con-
tributions, and put them into the
chest until all had given.

11So it was, at that time, when
the chest was brought to the king’s
official by the hand of the Levites,
and hwhen they saw that there was
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24:5 Israel. That is, the northern or ten-tribe kingdom.
24:18 wooden images. These were “groves” (Hebrew

asherim) devoted to the worship of Asherah, who was the

Babylonian goddess Ishtar, the Aphrodite of the Greeks,
the Venus of the Romans. See Judg. 2:13, note.



(The repentance of Jehoahaz and
Jehoash’s co-reign over Israel

precede the record that follows.
See 2 Kin. 13:4,10)

Joash slays Zechariah, the
son of Jehoiada

20Then the aSpirit of God came
upon bZechariah the son of Jehoiada
the priest, who stood above the peo-
ple, and said to them, “Thus says
God: ‘Why do you transgress the
commandments of the LORD, so that
you cannot cprosper? Because you
have forsaken the LORD, He also has
forsaken dyou.’ ”

21So they conspired against him,
and at the command of the king
they stoned him with stones in the
court of the house of the LORD.

22Thus Joash the king did enot re-
member the kindness which Jehoia-
da his father had done to him, but
killed his son; and as he died, he said,
“The LORD look on it, and frepay!”

Syria invades and defeats Judah
(2 Kin. 12:17–18). Cp. invasion of

Israel, 2 Kin. 13:7
23So it happened in the spring of

the year that the army of gSyria
came up against him; and they came
to Judah and Jerusalem, and de-
stroyed all the leaders of the people
from among the people, and sent all
their spoil to the king of Damascus.

24For the army of the Syrians
came with a small company of men;
but the LORD delivered a very great
army into their hand, because they
had forsaken the LORD God of their
fathers. So they hexecuted judgment
against Joash.

(For death of Jehoahaz and Elisha
and reign of Jehoash over Israel,

see 2 Kin. 13:8–11,14–20)

Joash dies (2 Kin. 12:19–21)
25And when they had withdrawn

from him (for they left him severely
wounded), his own iservants con-
spired against him because of the

25:2

j v. 14

k See Phil. 3:12,
note

25:3

l 2 Chr. 24:25

25:4

m Deut. 24:16; Jer.
31:30

24:20

a Holy Spirit (OT):
v. 20; Neh.
9:20. (Gen. 1:2;
Zech. 12:10,
note)

b Matt. 23:35

c Prov. 28:13

d 2 Chr. 15:2

24:22

e Cp. Ex. 1:8

f Gen. 9:5

24:23

g Is. 7:2

24:24

h 2 Chr. 22:8

24:25

i 2 Chr. 25:3

2 CHRONICLES 24:20—25:5 627
blood of the sons* of Jehoiada the
priest, and killed him on his bed. So
he died. And they buried him in the
City of David, but they did not bury
him in the tombs of the kings.

26These are the ones who con-
spired against him: Zabad the son of
Shimeath the Ammonitess, and Je-
hozabad the son of Shimrith the
Moabitess.

27Now concerning his sons, and
the many oracles about him, and the
repairing of the house of God, in-
deed they are written in the annals
of the book of the kings. Then Ama-
ziah his son reigned in his place.

Amaziah becomes king of Judah
(2 Kin. 12:21; 14:1–6)

25AMAZIAH was twenty-five
years old when he became

king, and he reigned twenty-nine
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s
name was Jehoaddan of Jerusalem.

2And he did what was right in the
sight of the LORD, but jnot with a
kloyal heart.

3Now it happened, as soon as the
kingdom was established for him,
that he executed his lservants who
had murdered his father the king.

4However he did not execute
their children, but did as it is writ-
ten in the Law in the Book of Mo-
ses, where the LORD commanded,
saying, “The fathers shall not be put
to death for their children, nor shall
the children be put to death for
their fathers; but a person shall die
for his own msin.”

(For miracle at Elisha’s tomb;
prophecy fulfilled, see 2 Kin. 13:20–25)

Amaziah defeats Edom without Israelite
mercenaries (2 Kin. 14:7)

5Moreover Amaziah gathered Ju-
dah together and set over them cap-
tains of thousands and captains of
hundreds, according to their fa-
thers’ houses, throughout all Judah
*24:25 Septuagint and Vulgate read son (compare
verses 20-22).

24:22 his father. That is, Zechariah’s father.
24:26 Zabad. Or Jozabad, 2 Kin. 12:21. Shimrith. Or

Shomer, 2 Kin. 12:21.
25:1 became king. 796 B.C.

Amaziah: Jehovah strengthens. The ninth king of Ju-
dah who started his reign following the Lord, but
turned away from God.



went to the gValley of Salt and killed
ten thousand of the people of Seir.

12Also the children of Judah took
captive ten thousand alive, brought
them to the top of the rock, and cast
them down from the top of the
rock, so that they all were dashed
in hpieces.

13But as for the soldiers of the
army which Amaziah had dis-
charged, so that they would not go
with him to battle, they raided the
cities of Judah from Samaria to Beth
Horon, killed three thousand in
them, and took much spoil.

Amaziah rebuked for idolatry
14Now it was so, after Amaziah

came from the slaughter of the
Edomites, that he brought the gods
of the people of Seir, set ithem up to
be his gods, and bowed down before
them and burned incense to them.

15Therefore the anger of the LORD
was aroused against Amaziah, and He
sent him a prophet who said to him,
“Why have you sought the gods of
the people, which could not rescue
their own people from your jhand?”

16So it was, as he talked with
him, that the king said to him,
“Have we made you the king’s
counselor? Cease! Why should you

and Benjamin; and he numbered
them from a twenty years old and
above, and found them to be bthree
hundred thousand choice men, able
to go to war, who could handle
spear and shield.

6He also hired one hundred thou-
sand mighty men of valor from Isra-
el for one hundred ctalents of silver.

7But a dman of God came to him,
saying, “O king, do not let the army
of Israel go with you, for the LORD is
not with Israel—not with any of the
children of Ephraim.

8“But if you go, be gone! Be
strong in battle! Even so, God shall
make you fall before the enemy; for
God has power to help and to eover-
throw.”

9Then Amaziah said to the man of
God, “But what shall we do about the
hundred ftalents which I have given
to the troops of Israel?” And the man
of God answered, “The LORD is able
to give you much more than this.”

10So Amaziah discharged the
troops that had come to him from
Ephraim, to go back home. There-
fore their anger was greatly aroused
against Judah, and they returned
home in great anger.

11Then Amaziah strengthened
himself, and leading his people, he
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25:7 Ephraim. Used in a collective sense for the northern ten-tribe kingdom, called also Israel.

25:1 HEATHEN GODS WORSHIPED IN ISRAEL AND JUDAH

From the first time they worshipped the golden calf in the wilderness (Exodus 32) the Israelites constantly strayed
from God’s command to love and serve only Him. They bowed down to the heathen idols of other nations.

God Description Reference
Adrammelech god of the Sepharvaim; required child sacrifice 2 Kings 17:31
Anammelech god of the Sepharvaim; required child sacrifice 2 Kings 17:31
Asherah god of the Canaanites; associated with a pole 1 Kings 14:15; 2 Chronicles 24:18
Ashtoreth god of the Sidonians 1 Samuel 31:10; 1 Kings 11:5
Baal god of the Canaanites; god of rain and fertility; Judges 2:13; 1 Kings 16:31–32

required prostitution
Baal-Berith god of the Canaanites Judges 8:33; 9:4
Baal-Zebub god of the Philistines of the city of Ekron 2 Kings 1:3
Chemosh god of the Moabites 1 Kings 11:7,33
Dagon god of the Philistines; of farming 1 Samuel 5:2–4; Judges 16:23
Molech god of the Ammonites; required child sacrifice 1 Kings 11:5,7; Jeremiah 49:1; Zephaniah 1:5

Also referred to as: Milcom, Malcam, Moloch
Nergal god of Cuth 2 Kings 17:30
Nibhaz god of the Avites 2 Kings 17:31
Tartak god of the Avites 2 Kings 17:31
Succoth Benoth god of the Babylonians 2 Kings 17:30



be killed?” Then the prophet
ceased, and said, “I know that God
has determined to destroy you, be-
cause you have done this and have
not heeded my advice.”

Amaziah defeated by Joash (Jehoash),
king of Israel (2 Kin. 14:8–14)

17Now Amaziah king of Judah
asked advice and sent to Joash* the
son of Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu,
king of Israel, saying, “Come, let us
face one another in battle.”

18And Joash king of Israel sent to
Amaziah king of Judah, saying,
a“The thistle that was in Lebanon
sent to the cedar that was in Leba-
non, saying, ‘Give your daughter to
my son as wife’; and a wild beast
that was in Lebanon passed by and
trampled the thistle.

19“Indeed you say that you have
defeated the Edomites, and your
heart is lifted up to bboast. Stay at
home now; why should you meddle
with trouble, that you should fall—
you and Judah with you?”

20But Amaziah would not heed,
for it came from God, that He might
give them into the hand of their en-
emies, because they sought the gods
of Edom.

21So Joash king of Israel went out;
and he and Amaziah king of Judah
faced one another at cBeth She-
mesh, which belongs to Judah.

22And Judah was defeated by Isra-
el, and every man fled to his tent.

23Then Joash the king of Israel
captured Amaziah king of Judah, the
son of Joash, the son of Jehoahaz, at
Beth Shemesh; and he brought him
to Jerusalem, and broke down the
wall of Jerusalem from the Gate of
Ephraim to the Corner Gate—four
hundred dcubits.

24And he took all the gold and sil-
ver, all the articles that were found
in the house of God with eObed-
Edom, the treasures of the king’s
house, and hostages, and returned
to Samaria.
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(For death of Jehoash of Israel,

cp. 2 Kin. 13:12–13; 14:15–16; for
reign of Jeroboam II over Israel,

see 2 Kin. 13:5,6,13; 14:16,23–27)

Last years and death of
Amaziah (2 Kin. 14:17–20)

25Amaziah the son of Joash, king
of Judah, lived fifteen years after the
death of Joash the son of Jehoahaz,
king of Israel.

26Now the rest of the acts of Am-
aziah, from first to last, indeed are
they not written in the book of the
kings of Judah and Israel?

27After the time that Amaziah
turned away from following the
LORD, they made a fconspiracy
against him in Jerusalem, and he
fled to Lachish; but they sent after
him to Lachish and killed him there.

28Then they brought him on
horses and buried him with his fa-
thers in the City of Judah.

(Interregnum)

Uzziah becomes king
of Judah (2 Kin. 14:21—15:4)

26NOW all the people of Judah
took Uzziah, who was six-

teen years old, and made him king
instead of his father Amaziah.

2He built Elath* and restored it to
Judah, after the king rested with his
fathers.

3Uzziah was gsixteen years old
when he became king, and he
reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem.
His mother’s name was Jecholiah of
Jerusalem.

4And he did what was hright in
the sight of the LORD, according to
all that his father Amaziah had
done.

5He sought God in the days of
Zechariah, who ihad understanding
in the visions* of God; and as long
as he sought the LORD, God made
him jprosper.
*25:17 Spelled Jehoash in 2 Kings 14:8ff
*26:2 Hebrew Eloth *26:5 Several Hebrew
manuscripts, Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Arabic
read fear.

25:23 Jehoahaz. Or Ahaziah, 2 Chr. 22:1; compare
2 Chr. 21:1.

26:1 Uzziah. Or Azariah, 2 Kin. 14:21; 15:1.

Uzziah: might of Jehovah. A powerful and righteous
king of Judah whose pride led him to disobey God
and be struck with leprosy.



(Death of Jeroboam II; interregnum
and reigns of Zechariah, Shallum,
Menahem, precede the record that

follows. See 2 Kin. 14:28–29; 15:8–18)

Uzziah’s sin and punishment. Jotham
succeeds him (2 Kin. 15:5–7,32)

16But when he was strong his
heart was elifted up, to his destruc-
tion, for he ftransgressed against the
LORD his God by gentering the tem-
ple of the LORD to burn incense on
the altar of incense.

17So hAzariah the priest went in
after him, and with him were eighty
priests of the LORD—valiant men.

18And they iwithstood King Uzzi-
ah, and said to him, “It is jnot for
you, Uzziah, to burn incense to the
LORD, but for the kpriests, the sons
of Aaron, who are consecrated to
burn incense. Get out of the sanctu-
ary, for you have trespassed! You
shall have no honor from the LORD
God.”

19Then Uzziah became furious;
and he had a censer in his hand to
burn incense. And while he was an-
gry with the priests, lleprosy broke
out on his m forehead, before the
priests in the house of the LORD, be-
side the incense altar.

20And Azariah the chief priest
and all the priests looked at him,
and there, on his forehead, he was
leprous; so they thrust him out of
that place. Indeed he also hurried to
get out, because the LORD had
struck him.

21King Uzziah was a nleper until
the day of his death. He dwelt in an
oisolated house, because he was a
leper; for he was cut off from the
house of the LORD. Then Jotham his
son was over the king’s house, judg-
ing the people of the land.

22Now the rest of the acts of Uzzi-
ah, from first to last, the prophet
pIsaiah the son of Amoz qwrote.

23 rSo Uzziah rested with his fa-
thers, and they buried him with his
fathers in the field of burial which
belonged to the kings, for they said,

Uzziah’s prosperity and prowess 
in war

6Now he went out and made war
against the Philistines, and broke
down the wall of Gath, the wall of
Jabneh, and the wall of Ashdod; and
he built cities around Ashdod and
among the Philistines.

7God helped him against the aPhi-
listines, against the Arabians who
lived in Gur Baal, and against the
Meunites.

8Also the Ammonites bbrought
tribute to Uzziah. His fame spread
as far as the entrance of Egypt, for
he became exceedingly strong.

9And Uzziah built towers in
Jerusalem at the cCorner Gate, at
the Valley Gate, and at the corner
buttress of the wall; then he forti-
fied them.

10Also he built towers in the
desert. He dug many wells, for he
had much livestock, both in the
lowlands and in the plains; he also
had farmers and vinedressers in the
mountains and in Carmel, for he
loved the soil.

11Moreover Uzziah had an army
of fighting men who went out to
war by companies, according to the
number on their roll as prepared by
Jeiel the scribe and Maaseiah the of-
ficer, under the hand of Hananiah,
one of the king’s captains.

12The total number of chief offi-
cers* of the mighty men of valor
was two thousand six hundred.

13And under their authority was
an army of three hundred and seven
thousand five hundred, that made
war with mighty power, to help the
king against the enemy.

14Then Uzziah prepared for them,
for the entire army, shields, spears,
helmets, body armor, bows, and
slings to cast stones.

15And he made devices in Jeru-
salem, invented by dskillful men, to
be on the towers and the corners, to
shoot arrows and large stones. So
his fame spread far and wide, for he
was marvelously helped till he be-
came strong.
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*26:12 Literally chief fathers

26:10 lowlands. The “lowland” or Shephelah is a sec-
tion of the Holy Land bounded on the north by the Valley
of Aijalon, on the west by the Maritime Plain, on the east

by the Central Plateau, and reaching to Beersheba in the
south. It is characterized by low, rounded chalk hills divid-
ed by several broad valleys.



“He is a leper.” Then Jotham his
son reigned in his place.

(Invasion of Israel by Tiglath-Pileser;
reigns of Remaliah and Pekah precede

ch. 27. See 2 Kin. 15:22–28)

Jotham of Judah reigns and dies
(2 Kin. 15:7,32–38)

27JOTHAM awas twenty-five
years old when he became

king, and he reigned sixteen years in
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was
Jerushah* the daughter of Zadok.

2And he did what was right in the
sight of the bLORD, according to all
that his father Uzziah had done (al-
though he did not enter the temple
of the LORD). But still the cpeople
acted corruptly.

3He built the Upper Gate of the
house of the LORD, and he built ex-
tensively on the wall of dOphel.

4Moreover he built cities in the
mountains of Judah, and in the
forests he built fortresses and tow-
ers.

5He also fought with the king of
the eAmmonites and defeated them.
And the people of Ammon gave him
in that year one hundred ftalents of
silver, ten thousand gkors of wheat,
and ten thousand of barley. The peo-
ple of Ammon paid this to him in
the second and third years also.

6So Jotham became mighty, hbe-
cause he prepared his ways before
the LORD his God.

7Now the rest of the acts of Jo-
tham, and all his wars and his ways,
indeed they are written in the book
of the kings of Israel and Judah.

8He was twenty-five years old
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when he became king, and he
reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem.

9So Jotham rested with his fa-
thers, and they buried him in the
City of David. Then iAhaz his son
reigned in his place.

(The beginning of northern kingdom’s
captivity precedes ch. 28. See

1 Chr. 5:25–26)

Ahaz becomes king (2 Kin. 15:38—16:4)

28 jAHAZ was twenty years old
when he became king, and

he reigned sixteen years in
Jerusalem; and he did not do what
was right in the sight of the LORD, as
his father David had done.

2For he walked in the ways of the
kings of Israel, and made kmolded
images for the Baals.

3He burned incense in the Valley
of the Son of lHinnom, and burned
mhis children in the nfire, according
to the abominations of the nations
whom the LORD had ocast out before
the children of Israel.

4And he sacrificed and burned in-
cense on the phigh places, on the
hills, and under every green tree.

Syria, Israel, and others invade
Judah (2 Kin. 16:5–6)

5Therefore the LORD his God de-
livered him into the hand of the
king of qSyria. They rdefeated him,
and carried away a great multitude
of them as captives, and brought
them to Damascus. Then he was
also delivered into the hand of the
king of Israel, who defeated him
with a great slaughter.

6For sPekah the son of Remaliah
killed one hundred and twenty
thousand in Judah in one day, all
valiant men, tbecause they had for-
saken the LORD God of their fathers.

7Zichri, a mighty man of Ephra-
im, killed Maaseiah the king’s son,
*27:1 Spelled Jerusha in 2 Kings 15:33

Jotham: Jehovah is upright. Son of Uzziah. A righ-
teous king of Judah.

27:6 prepared. Literally established.

Ahaz: possessor. An evil king of Judah who sacrificed
his son in idol worship.

26:22 KING UZZIAH’S 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Reigned 52 years in Judah 26:3
Defeated the Philistines 26:6–7
Defeated the Arabs 26:7
Ammonites paid tribute to him 26:8
He was famous and powerful 26:8
Built cities 26:6
Built towers in Jerusalem and in the desert 26:9–10
Dug many cisterns 26:10
Had people work the land and vineyards 26:10
Had a mighty army 26:11–15



they brought them to their brethren
at Jericho, the jcity of palm trees.
Then they returned to Samaria.

Edom and Philistia invade Judah;
Ahaz compromises with Assyria

(2 Kin. 15:29; 16:7–18)
16kAt the same time King Ahaz

sent to the kings* of Assyria to help
him.

17For again the lEdomites had
come, attacked Judah, and carried
away captives.

18The mPhilistines also had invad-
ed the cities of the lowland and of
the South of Judah, and had taken
Beth Shemesh, Aijalon, Gederoth,
Sochoh with its villages, Timnah
with its villages, and Gimzo with its
villages; and they dwelt there.

19For the LORD brought Judah low
because of Ahaz king of nIsrael, for
he had oencouraged moral decline
in Judah and had been continually
unfaithful to the LORD.

20Also pTiglath-Pileser* king of
Assyria came to him and distressed
him, and did not assist him.

21For Ahaz took part of the trea-
sures from the house of the LORD,
from the house of the king, and
from the leaders, and he gave it to
the king of Assyria; but he did qnot
help him.

22Now in the time of his distress
King Ahaz became increasingly un-
faithful to the LORD. This is that
King Ahaz.

23For he sacrificed to the rgods of
Damascus which had defeated him,
saying, “Because the gods of the
kings of Syria help them, I will sac-
rifice to them that sthey may help
me.” But they were the ruin of him
and of all Israel.

24So Ahaz gathered the articles of
the house of God, cut in pieces the
articles of the house of God, tshut
up the doors of the house of the
LORD, and made for himself altars in
every corner of Jerusalem.

Azrikam the officer over the house,
and Elkanah who was second to the
king.

8And the children of Israel car-
ried away acaptive of btheir breth-
ren two hundred thousand women,
sons, and daughters; and they also
took away much spoil from them,
and brought the spoil to Samaria.

Oded secures release of captives
9But a cprophet of the LORD was

there, whose name was Oded; and
he went out before the army that
came to Samaria, and said to them:
“Look, dbecause the LORD God of
your fathers was angry with Judah,
He has delivered them into your
hand; but you have killed them in a
rage that ereaches up to heaven.

10“And now you propose to force
the children of Judah and Jerusalem
to be your fmale and female slaves;
but are you not also guilty before
the LORD your God?

11“Now hear me, therefore, and
return the captives, whom you have
taken captive from your brethren,
for the gfierce wrath of the LORD is
upon you.”

12Then some of the heads of the
children of Ephraim, Azariah the
son of Johanan, Berechiah the son
of Meshillemoth, Jehizkiah the son
of Shallum, and Amasa the son of
Hadlai, stood up against those who
came from the war,

13and said to them, “You shall not
bring the captives here, for we al-
ready have offended the LORD. You
intend to add to our sins and to our
guilt; for our guilt is great, and there
is fierce wrath against Israel.”

14So the armed men left the cap-
tives and the spoil before the lead-
ers and all the assembly.

15Then the men hwho were des-
ignated by name rose up and took
the captives, and from the spoil they
clothed all who were naked among
them, dressed them and gave them
sandals, igave them food and drink,
and anointed them; and they let all
the feeble ones ride on donkeys. So
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*28:16 Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read king
(compare verse 20). *28:20 Hebrew Tilgath-
Pilneser

28:18 lowland. The “lowland” or Shephelah is a sec-
tion of the Holy Land bounded on the north by the Valley
of Aijalon, on the west by the Maritime Plain, on the east

by the Central Plateau, and reaching to Beersheba in the
south. It is characterized by low, rounded chalk hills divid-
ed by several broad valleys.



25And in every single city of Judah
he made ahigh places to burn in-
cense to other gods, and provoked
to anger the LORD God of his fathers.

Ahaz dies; Hezekiah succeeds
him (2 Kin. 16:19–20)

26Now the rest of his acts and all
his ways, from first to last, indeed
they are written in the book of the
kings of Judah and Israel.

27So Ahaz rested with his fathers,
and they buried him in the city, in
Jerusalem; but they did bnot bring
him into the tombs of the kings of
Israel. Then Hezekiah his son
reigned in his place.

(The death of Pekah in Israel,
an interregnum, and Hoshea’s

reign over Israel precede ch. 29.
See 2 Kin. 15:30–31; 17:6)

Hezekiah’s reign over Judah
(2 Kin. 18:1–7. Cp. Is. 36—39)

29 cHEZEKIAH became king
when he was twenty-five

years old, and he reigned twenty-
nine years in Jerusalem. His moth-
er’s name was Abijah* the daughter
of Zechariah.

2And he did what was right in the
sight of the LORD, according to all
that his father David had done.

Revival under Hezekiah
3In the first year of his reign, in

the first month, he dopened the
doors of the house of the LORD and
repaired them.

4Then he brought in the priests
and the Levites, and gathered them
in the East Square,

5and said to them: “Hear me, Le-
vites! Now e fsanctify yourselves,
sanctify the house of the LORD God
of your fathers, and carry out the
rubbish from the holy place.

6“For our fathers have trespassed
and done evil in the eyes of the
LORD our God; they have forsaken
Him, have turned their faces away
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from the dwelling place of the LORD,
and turned their gbacks on Him.

7“They have also shut up the
doors of the vestibule, put out the
lamps, and have not burned incense
or offered burnt offerings in the
holy place to the God of Israel.

8“Therefore the hwrath of the
LORD fell upon Judah and Jerusalem,
and He has igiven them up to trou-
ble, to desolation, and to j jeering, as
you see with your keyes.

9“For indeed, because of this our
fathers have fallen by the sword;
and our sons, our daughters, and
our wives are in lcaptivity.

10“Now it is in my heart to make
a mcovenant with the LORD God of
Israel, that His fierce wrath may
turn away from us.

11“My sons, do not be negligent
now, for the LORD has chosen nyou
to stand before Him, to serve Him,
and that you should minister to Him
and burn incense.”

12Then these Levites arose: oMa-
hath the son of Amasai and Joel the
son of Azariah, of the sons of the
pKohathites; of the sons of Merari,
Kish the son of Abdi and Azariah
the son of Jehallelel; of the Ger-
shonites, Joah the son of Zimmah
and Eden the son of Joah;

13of the sons of Elizaphan, Shimri
and Jeiel; of the sons of Asaph,
Zechariah and Mattaniah;

14of the sons of Heman, Jehiel
and Shimei; and of the sons of Jedu-
thun, Shemaiah and Uzziel.

15And they gathered their breth-
ren, sanctified themselves, and went
according to the commandment of
the king, at the words of the LORD,
to qcleanse the house of the LORD.

16Then the priests went into the
inner part of the house of the LORD
to cleanse it, and brought out all the
debris that they found in the temple
of the LORD to the court of the
house of the LORD. And the Levites
took it out and carried it to the
Brook rKidron.
*29:1 Spelled Abi in 2 Kings 18:2

Hezekiah: the might of Jehovah. A righteous king of
Judah who led a religious reform. God gave him fif-
teen extra years to live.

29:3 first month. This is the month of Abib (or Nisan) in
the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of March–April. For more information on the He-
brew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.



22So they killed the bulls, and the
priests received the blood and sprin-
kled it on the altar. Likewise they
killed the rams and sprinkled the
blood on the altar. They also killed
the lambs and sprinkled the blood
on the altar.

23Then they brought out the male
goats for the sin offering before the
king and the assembly, and they
dlaid their hands on them.

24And the priests killed them; and
they presented their blood on the al-
tar as a sin offering to make an atone-
ment for all Israel, for the king com-
manded that the burnt offering and
the sin offering be made for all Israel.

25And he estationed the Levites in
the house of the LORD with cymbals,
with stringed instruments, and with
harps, faccording to the command-
ment of David, of gGad the king’s
seer, and of Nathan the prophet; for
hthus was the commandment of the
LORD by His prophets.

26The Levites stood with the in-
struments of David, and the priests
with the itrumpets.

27Then Hezekiah commanded
them to offer the burnt offering on

17Now they began to sanctify on
the first day of the first month, and
on the eighth day of the month they
came to the vestibule of the LORD.
So they asanctified the house of the
LORD in eight days, and on the six-
teenth day of the first month they
finished.

18Then they went in to King Hez-
ekiah and said, “We have cleansed
all the house of the LORD, the altar
of burnt offerings with all its arti-
cles, and the table of the showbread
with all its articles.

19“Moreover all the articles
which King Ahaz in his reign had
bcast aside in his transgression we
have prepared and sanctified; and
there they are, before the altar of
the LORD.”

Hezekiah restores temple worship
20Then King Hezekiah rose early,

gathered the rulers of the city, and
went up to the house of the LORD.

21And they brought seven bulls,
seven rams, seven lambs, and seven
male goats for a csin offering for the
kingdom, for the sanctuary, and for
Judah. Then he commanded the
priests, the sons of Aaron, to offer
them on the altar of the LORD.
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29:17 first month. This is the month of Abib (or Nisan)
in the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the mod-
ern months of March–April. For more information on the
Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

29:18 showbread. “The showbread,” a type of Christ,
the Bread of God, nourisher of the Christian’s life as a be-
liever-priest (1 Pet. 2:9; Rev. 1:6). In John 6:33–58 our Lord
has more in mind the manna, that food which “comes
down from heaven”; but all typical meanings of bread are
there gathered into His words. The manna is the life-giving
Christ; the showbread, the life-sustaining Christ. The show-
bread typifies Christ as the “grain of wheat” (John 12:24)
ground in the mill of suffering (John 12:27) and brought
into the fire of judgment (John 12:31–33). We, as priests, by
faith feed upon Him as having undergone that in our stead
and for our sakes. We are fed by meditation upon Christ, as
in Heb. 12:2–3.

29:24 atonement. Hebrew kaphar, to propitiate, to atone
for sin. According to Scripture the sacrifice of the law only
covered the offerer’s sin and secured the divine forgiveness.
The OT sacrifices never removed man’s sin; it was “not pos-
sible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins”
(Heb. 10:4). The Israelite’s offering implied confession of sin
and recognized its due penalty as death; and God passed
over his sin in anticipation of Christ’s sacrifice which did, fi-
nally, put away those “sins that were previously committed”
[in OT times] (Heb. 9:15,26; Rom. 3:25, note). See Gen. 4:4;
with marginal ref., Sacrifice, and Lev. 16:6, note.

29:25 A BRIEF HISTORY 
OF THE TEMPLE

David’s desire to build it 2 Samuel 7:3
David’s preparations 1 Chronicles 28:11
Solomon commanded to build 2 Samuel 7:12; 

1 Chronicles 17:11; 28:5
Supplies gathered 1 Chronicles 22; 

2 Chronicles 4
The temple is built 1 Kings 6,7; 

2 Chronicles 3—5
Dedication 1 Kings 8:2; 

2 Chronicles 6
Filled with God’s presence 2 Chronicles 5:14
Plundered by king of Egypt 1 Kings 14:25; 

2 Chronicles 12:9
Joash restores 2 Kings 12:5,12
Destroyed by the Chaldeans 2 Kings 25:9; 

2 Chronicles 36
Restored after the exile Ezra 3:8
Completed and dedicated Ezra 6:15–16
Jesus presented in the temple Luke 2:21–35
Jesus studies in the temple Luke 2:41–50
Jesus predicts its destruction Matthew 24:2



the altar. And when the burnt offer-
ing began, the song of the LORD also
began, with the trumpets and with
the instruments aof David king of Is-
rael.

28So all the assembly worshiped,
the singers sang, and the trumpeters
sounded; all this continued until the
burnt offering was finished.

29And when they had finished of-
fering, the bking and all who were
present with him bowed and wor-
shiped.

30Moreover King Hezekiah and
the leaders commanded the Levites
to sing praise to the LORD with the
words of David and of Asaph the
seer. So they sang praises with glad-
ness, and they bowed their heads
and worshiped.

31Then Hezekiah answered and
said, “Now that you have consecrat-
ed yourselves to the LORD, come
near, and bring sacrifices and thank
offerings into the house of the
LORD.” So the assembly brought in
sacrifices and cthank offerings, and
as many as were of a dwilling heart
brought burnt offerings.

32And the number of the burnt of-
ferings which the assembly brought
was seventy bulls, one hundred
rams, and two hundred lambs; all
these were for a burnt offering to
the LORD.

33The consecrated things were six
hundred bulls and three thousand
sheep.

34But the priests were too few, so
that they could not skin all the
burnt offerings; therefore their
brethren the Levites helped them
until the work was ended and until
the other priests had sanctified
themselves, e for the Levites were
more fdiligent in gsanctifying them-
selves than the priests.

35Also the burnt offerings were in
abundance, with the h fat of the
peace offerings and with the idrink
offerings for every burnt offering. So
the service of the house of the LORD
was set in order.

36Then Hezekiah and all the peo-
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ple rejoiced that God had prepared
the people, since the events took
place so suddenly.

Certain Israelites unite with
Judah to keep Passover

30AND Hezekiah sent to all Isra-
el and Judah, and also wrote

letters to Ephraim and Manasseh,
that they should come to the house of
the LORD at Jerusalem, to keep the
Passover to the LORD God of Israel.

2For the king and his leaders and
all the assembly in Jerusalem had
agreed to keep the Passover in the
second month.

3For they could not keep it jat the
regular time,* kbecause a sufficient
number of priests had not conse-
crated themselves, nor had the peo-
ple gathered together at Jerusalem.

4And the matter pleased the king
and all the assembly.

5So they resolved to make a
proclamation throughout all Israel,
from Beersheba to Dan, that they
should come to keep the Passover to
the LORD God of Israel at Jerusalem,
since they had not done it for a long
time in the prescribed manner.

6Then the lrunners went through-
out all Israel and Judah with the let-
ters from the king and his leaders,
and spoke according to the com-
mand of the king: “Children of Isra-
el, mreturn to the LORD God of Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Israel; then He will
return to the remnant of you who
have escaped from the hand of the
nkings of oAssyria.

7“And do not be p like your fa-
thers and your brethren, who tres-
passed against the LORD God of their
fathers, so that He qgave them up to
rdesolation, as you see.

8“Now do not be sstiff-necked, as
your fathers were, but yield your-
selves to the LORD; and enter His
sanctuary, which He has sanctified
forever, and serve the LORD your
God, t that the fierceness of His
wrath may turn away from you.
*30:3 That is, the first month (compare Leviticus
23:5); literally at that time

30:2 second month. Authority for the observance of the
Passover in the second month, instead of the first, is given
in Num. 9:10–11. This is the month of Iyyar (or Ziv) in the

Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of April–May. For more information on the Hebrew
religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.



cleansed themselves, jyet they ate
the Passover contrary to what was
written. But Hezekiah kprayed for
them, saying, “May the good LORD
provide atonement for everyone

19“who lprepares his heart to
seek God, the LORD God of his fa-
thers, though he is not cleansed ac-
cording to the purification of the
sanctuary.”

20And the LORD listened to Heze-
kiah and healed the people.

21So the children of Israel who
were present at Jerusalem kept the
mFeast of Unleavened Bread seven
days with great gladness; and the
Levites and the priests praised the
LORD day by day, singing to the
LORD, accompanied by loud instru-
ments.

22And Hezekiah gave encourage-
ment to all the Levites nwho taught
the good knowledge of the LORD;
and they ate throughout the feast
seven days, offering peace offerings
and omaking confession to the LORD
God of their fathers.

“Another seven days” are kept
23Then the whole assembly

agreed to keep the feast panother
seven days, and they kept it another
seven days with gladness.

24For Hezekiah king of Judah gave
to the assembly a thousand bulls
and seven thousand qsheep, and the
leaders gave to the assembly a thou-
sand bulls and ten thousand sheep;
and a great number of priests rsanc-
tified themselves.

25The whole assembly of Judah
rejoiced, also the priests and Le-
vites, all the assembly that came
from Israel, the sojourners who
came from the land of Israel, and
those who dwelt in Judah.

26So there was great joy in Jeru-
salem, for since the time of sSolo-
mon the son of David, king of Israel,
there had been nothing like this in
Jerusalem.

27Then the priests, the Levites,
arose and tblessed the people, and
their voice was heard; and their
prayer came up to uHis holy
dwelling place, to heaven.

9“For if you return to the LORD,
your brethren and your children will
be treated with acompassion by
those who lead them captive, so that
they may come back to this land; for
the LORD your God is bgracious and
merciful, and will not turn His face
from you if you return to Him.”

10So the runners passed from city
to city through the country of
Ephraim and Manasseh, as far as
Zebulun; but they laughed at them
and cmocked them.

11Nevertheless some from Asher,
Manasseh, and Zebulun humbled
themselves and came to Jerusalem.

12Also the hand of God was on Ju-
dah to give them singleness of heart
to obey the command of the king
and the leaders, dat the word of the
LORD.

Passover reinstituted; confession
is made to the LORD

13Now many people, a very great
assembly, gathered at Jerusalem to
keep the Feast of eUnleavened
Bread in the second month.

14They arose and took away the
faltars that were in Jerusalem, and
they took away all the incense altars
and cast them into the Brook gKid-
ron.

15Then they slaughtered the
Passover lambs on the fourteenth
day of the second month. The
priests and the Levites were
hashamed, and sanctified them-
selves, and brought the burnt offer-
ings to the house of the LORD.

16They stood in their iplace ac-
cording to their custom, according
to the Law of Moses the man of
God; the priests sprinkled the blood
received from the hand of the Le-
vites.

17For there were many in the as-
sembly who had not sanctified
themselves; therefore the Levites
had charge of the slaughter of the
Passover lambs for everyone who
was not clean, to sanctify them to
the LORD.

18For a multitude of the people,
many from Ephraim, Manasseh, Is-
sachar, and Zebulun, had not
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30:22 gave encouragement. Literally spoke to the heart of all. 2 Chr. 32:6.



Idols destroyed (2 Kin. 18:4)

31NOW when all this was fin-
ished, all Israel who were

present went out to the cities of Ju-
dah and broke the sacred pillars in
pieces, cut down the wooden im-
ages, and threw down the ahigh
places and the altars—from all Ju-
dah, Benjamin, Ephraim, and Ma-
nasseh—until they had utterly de-
stroyed them all. Then all the
children of Israel returned to their
own cities, every man to his posses-
sion.

Hezekiah’s further reforms
2And Hezekiah appointed the di-

visions of the priests and the Levites
according to their divisions, each
man according to his service, the
priests and Levites for bburnt offer-
ings and peace offerings, to serve,
to give thanks, and to praise in the
gates of the camp* of the LORD.

3The king also appointed a por-
tion of his cpossessions for the
burnt offerings: for the morning and
evening burnt offerings, the burnt
offerings for the Sabbaths and the
New Moons and the set feasts, as it
is written in the dLaw of the LORD.

4Moreover he commanded the
people who dwelt in Jerusalem to
contribute esupport for the priests
and the Levites, that they might de-
vote themselves to the Law of the
LORD.

5As soon as the commandment
was circulated, the children of Israel
brought in abundance the ffirstfruits
of grain and wine, oil and honey,
and of all the produce of the field;
and they brought in abundantly the
gtithe of everything.

6And the children of Israel and Ju-
dah, who dwelt in the cities of Ju-
dah, brought the tithe of oxen and
sheep; also the tithe of holy things
which were consecrated to the
LORD their God they laid in heaps.

7In the third month they began
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laying them in heaps, and they fin-
ished in the seventh month.

8And when Hezekiah and the
leaders came and saw the heaps,
they blessed the LORD and His peo-
ple Israel.

9Then Hezekiah questioned the
priests and the Levites concerning
the heaps.

10And Azariah the chief priest,
from the hhouse of Zadok, answered
him and said, “Since the people be-
gan to bring the offerings into the
house of the LORD, we have had
enough to eat and have plenty left,
for the LORD has blessed His people;
and what is left is this great iabun-
dance.”

11Now Hezekiah commanded
them to prepare jrooms in the
house of the LORD, and they pre-
pared them.

12Then they faithfully brought in
the offerings, the tithes, and the
dedicated things; kCononiah the Le-
vite had charge of them, and Shimei
his brother was the next.

13Jehiel, Azaziah, Nahath, Asahel,
Jerimoth, Jozabad, Eliel, Ismachiah,
Mahath, and Benaiah were overseers
under the hand of Cononiah and
Shimei his brother, at the command-
ment of Hezekiah the king and Aza-
riah the lruler of the house of God.

14Kore the son of Imnah the Le-
vite, the keeper of the East Gate,
was over the mfreewill offerings to
God, to distribute the offerings of
the LORD and the most holy things.

15And under him were nEden,
Miniamin, Jeshua, Shemaiah, Ama-
riah, and Shecaniah, his ofaithful as-
sistants pin the cities of the priests,
to distribute allotments to their
brethren by divisions, to the great
as well as the small.

16Besides those males from three
years old and up who were written
in the genealogy, they distributed to
everyone who entered the house of
*31:2 That is, the temple

31:1 wooden images. These were “groves” (Hebrew
asherim) devoted to the worship of Asherah, who was the
Babylonian goddess Ishtar, the Aphrodite of the Greeks,
the Venus of the Romans. See Judg. 2:13, note.

31:7 third month. This is the month of Sivan in the He-
brew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern months

of May–June. For more information on the Hebrew reli-
gious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2. seventh month.
This is the month of Tishri (or Ethanim) in the Hebrew reli-
gious calendar. It correlates to the modern months of Sep-
tember–October. For more information on the Hebrew re-
ligious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.



3he consulted with his leaders
and commanders* to stop the water
from the springs which were out-
side the city; and they helped him.

4Thus many people gathered to-
gether who stopped all the esprings
and the brook that ran through the
land, saying, “Why should the
kings* of Assyria come and find
much water?”

5And he strengthened himself,
fbuilt up all the wall that was bro-
ken, raised it up to the towers, and
built another wall goutside; also he
repaired the hMillo* in the City of
David, and made weapons and
shields in abundance.

6Then he set military captains
over the people, gathered them to-
gether to him in the open square of
the city gate, and gave them ien-
couragement, saying,

7“Be strong and courageous; do
not be afraid nor dismayed before the
king of Assyria, nor before all the
multitude that is with him; jfor there
are more with us than with him.

8“With him is an karm of flesh; but
with us is the LORD our God, to help
us and to fight our lbattles.” And the
people were strengthened by the
words of Hezekiah king of Judah.

9After this Sennacherib king of
Assyria sent his servants to Jeru-
salem (but he and all the forces with
him laid siege against mLachish), to
Hezekiah king of Judah, and to all Ju-
dah who were in Jerusalem, saying,

10“Thus says Sennacherib king of
Assyria: ‘In what do you trust, that
you remain under siege in Jeru-
salem?

11‘Does not Hezekiah persuade
you to give yourselves over to die by
famine and by thirst, saying, “The
LORD our God will deliver us from
the hand of the king of Assyria”?

the LORD his daily portion for the
work of his service, by his division,

17and to the priests who were
written in the genealogy according
to their father’s house, and to the
Levites from atwenty years old and
up according to their work, by their
divisions,

18and to all who were written in
the genealogy—their little ones and
their wives, their sons and daugh-
ters, the whole company of them—
for in their faithfulness they sancti-
fied themselves in holiness.

19Also for the sons of Aaron the
priests, who were bin the fields of
the common-lands of their cities, in
every single city, there were men
who were designated by name to
distribute portions to all the males
among the priests and to all who
were listed by genealogies among
the Levites.

20Thus Hezekiah did throughout
all Judah, and he cdid what was
good and right and true before the
LORD his God.

21And in every work that he began
in the service of the house of God, in
the law and in the commandment,
to seek his God, he did it with all his
heart. So he dprospered.

(For events of 2 Kin. 17—20,
see note below)

Sennacherib’s second invasion of
Judah. He defies God and intimidates

the people (2 Kin. 18:17–37; 19:8–13;
Is. 36:2–20)

32AFTER these deeds of faith-
fulness, Sennacherib king of

Assyria came and entered Judah; he
encamped against the fortified cit-
ies, thinking to win them over to
himself.

2And when Hezekiah saw that
Sennacherib had come, and that his
purpose was to make war against
Jerusalem,
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*32:3 Literally mighty men *32:4 Following
Masoretic Text and Vulgate; Arabic, Septuagint, and
Syriac read king. *32:5 Literally The Landfill

31:21 In contrast with this revival in Judah, there was
deterioration in Israel. The last years of the northern king-
dom may be summarized thus: 

(1) Hoshea’s sins and defeat (2 Kin. 17:3–6; 18:9–12); 
(2) the sins for which Israel was carried captive into As-

syria (2 Kin. 17:7–23); and 
(3) Assyria’s movement of people from the north coun-

tries into Samaria, followed by the plague of lions and the
return of some Israelite priests to teach the new people
“how they should fear the LORD” (2 Kin. 17:24–41).

32:1–33 For parallel accounts, compare 2 Kin. 18:13—
20:21; Is. 36:1—39:8. See 2 Kin. 18:13, note.

32:5 Compare Is. 22:1–13, the divine view at this
time.



12‘Has not the same Hezekiah
ataken away His bhigh places and
His altars, and commanded Judah
and Jerusalem, saying, “You shall
worship before one altar and burn
incense on cit”?

13‘Do you not know dwhat I and
my fathers have done to all the peo-
ples of other lands? Were the gods
of the nations of those lands in any
way able to deliver their lands out
of my hand?

14‘Who was there among all the
gods of those nations that my fa-
thers utterly destroyed that could
deliver his people from my hand,
that your God should be able to de-
liver you from my ehand?

15‘Now therefore, do not let Hez-
ekiah deceive you or persuade you
like this, and do not believe him; for
no god of any nation or kingdom
was able to deliver his people from
my hand or the hand of my fathers.
How much less will your God deliv-
er you from my hand?’ ”

16Furthermore, his servants spoke
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against the LORD God and against
His servant Hezekiah.

17He also wrote letters to revile
the LORD God of Israel, and to speak
against Him, fsaying, “As the ggods
of the nations of other lands have not
delivered their people from my hand,
so the God of Hezekiah will not de-
liver His people from my hhand.”

18 iThen they called out with a
loud voice in Hebrew* to the people
of Jerusalem who were on the wall,
to frighten them and trouble them,
that they might take the city.

19And they spoke against the God
of Jerusalem, as against the gods of
the people of the earth—the work
of jmen’s hands.

Hezekiah’s prayer answered;
Assyrian army destroyed

(2 Kin. 19:14–37; Is. 36:21—37:35)
20Now because of this King kHez-

ekiah and the prophet Isaiah, the
son of Amoz, prayed and cried out
to heaven.
*32:18 Literally Judean
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hstopped the water outlet of Upper
Gihon, and brought the water by
tunnel* to the west side of the City
of David. Hezekiah iprospered in all
his works.

Hezekiah’s folly with embassy from
Babylon (2 Kin. 20:12–19; cp. Is. 39)

31However, regarding the ambas-
sadors of the princes of Babylon,
whom they sent to him to inquire
about the wonder that was done in
the land, God withdrew from him,
in order to jtest him, that He might
know all that was in his heart.

Hezekiah dies; Manasseh succeeds
him (2 Kin. 20:20–21)

32Now the rest of the acts of Hez-
ekiah, and his goodness, indeed
they are kwritten in the vision of
Isaiah the prophet, the son of
Amoz, and in the book of the kings
of Judah and Israel.

33So Hezekiah lrested with his fa-
thers, and they buried him in the
upper tombs of the sons of David;
and all Judah and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem honored him at his death.
Then Manasseh his son reigned in
his place.

Manasseh practices idolatry
(2 Kin. 21:1–9)

33mMANASSEH was twelve
years old when he became

king, and he reigned fifty-five years
in Jerusalem.

2But he did evil in the sight of the
LORD, according to the nabomina-
tions of the nations whom the LORD
had cast out before the children of
Israel.

3For he rebuilt the ohigh places
which Hezekiah his father had pbro-
ken down; he raised up altars for
the Baals, and made wooden im-
ages; and he worshiped all the host
of heaven* and served them.

21Then the LORD asent an bangel
who cut down every mighty man of
valor, leader, and captain in the
camp of the king of Assyria. So he
returned cshamefaced to his own
land. And when he had gone into
the temple of his god, some of his
own offspring struck him down
with the sword there.

22Thus the LORD saved Hezekiah
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem
from the hand of Sennacherib the
king of Assyria, and from the hand
of all others, and guided them* on
every side.

Hezekiah prospers again
23And many dbrought gifts to the

LORD at Jerusalem, and presents to
Hezekiah king of Judah, so that he
was exalted in the sight of all na-
tions thereafter.

Hezekiah’s illness and recovery
(2 Kin. 20:1–11. See 2 Kin. 18:7, note)

24In those days Hezekiah was
esick and near death, and he prayed
to the LORD; and He spoke to him
and gave him a sign.

25But Hezekiah did not repay ac-
cording to the favor shown him, for
his fheart was lifted up; therefore
gwrath was looming over him and
over Judah and Jerusalem.

26Then Hezekiah humbled him-
self for the pride of his heart, he and
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that
the wrath of the LORD did not come
upon them in the days of Hezekiah.

Hezekiah’s wealth
27Hezekiah had very great riches

and honor. And he made himself
treasuries for silver, for gold, for pre-
cious stones, for spices, for shields,
and for all kinds of desirable items;

28storehouses for the harvest of
grain, wine, and oil; and stalls for all
kinds of livestock, and folds for
flocks.*

29Moreover he provided cities for
himself, and possessions of flocks
and herds in abundance; for God
had given him very much property.

30This same Hezekiah also
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4He also built altars in the house
of the LORD, of which the LORD had
said, “In aJerusalem shall My name
be forever.”

5And he built altars for all the
host of heaven in the two bcourts of
the house of the LORD.

6Also he caused his sons to cpass
through the fire in the Valley of the
Son of Hinnom; he practiced sooth-
saying, used dwitchcraft and sorcery,
and econsulted mediums and spirit-
ists. He did much evil in the sight of
the LORD, to provoke Him to anger.

7He even fset a carved image, the
idol which he had made, g in the
house of God, of which God had
said to David and to Solomon his
son, “In h this house and in Jeru-
salem, which I have chosen out of
all the tribes of Israel, I will put My
name forever;

8 i“and I will not again remove the
foot of Israel from the land which I
have appointed for your fathers—
only if they are careful to do all that
I have commanded them, according
to the whole law and the statutes
and the ordinances by the hand of
Moses.”

9So Manasseh seduced Judah and
the inhabitants of Jerusalem to do
more evil than the nations whom
the LORD had destroyed before the
children of Israel.

The LORD’s prophets rebuke
Manasseh (2 Kin. 21:10–16)

10And the LORD spoke to Manas-
seh and his people, but they would
not jlisten.

Manasseh is taken captive by the
Assyrians; he repents and is restored,

then dies (2 Kin. 21:17–18)
11kTherefore the LORD brought

upon them the captains of the army
of the king of Assyria, who took Ma-
nasseh with hooks,* bound him
with bronze fetters, and carried him
off to lBabylon.

12Now when he was in affliction,
he implored the LORD his God, and
mhumbled himself greatly before
the God of his fathers,

13and prayed to Him; and He re-
ceived his nentreaty, heard his sup-
plication, and brought him back to

33:13

o 1 Kin. 20:13;
Dan. 4:32

33:14

p 1 Kin. 1:33

q 2 Chr. 27:3

33:15

r vv. 3-7

33:16

s Lev. 7:12

33:17

t See Judg. 3:7
and 1 Kin. 3:2,
notes

33:18

u 1 Sam. 9:9

33:19

v See 2 Chr. 33:3,
note

w See 1 Chr.
29:29, note

33:20

x 1 Kin. 1:21

33:21

y 1 Chr. 3:14

33:4

a Deut. 12:11;
1 Kin. 8:29; 9:3;
2 Chr. 6:6; 7:16

33:5

b 2 Chr. 4:9

33:6

c Lev. 18:21;
Deut. 18:10;
2 Kin. 23:10;
2 Chr. 28:3;
Ezek. 23:37

d Deut. 18:11;
2 Kin. 17:17

e Lev. 19:31;
20:27

33:7

f 2 Chr. 25:14

g Cp. Dan. 9:27

h Ps. 132:14

33:8

i 2 Sam. 7:10

33:10

j Cp. 1 Kin. 11:9-
11

33:11

k Deut. 28:36

l 2 Chr. 36:6

33:12

m 2 Chr. 7:14;
32:26

33:13

n 1 Chr. 5:20;
Ezra 8:23

2 CHRONICLES 33:4–22 641
Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then
Manasseh oknew that the LORD was
God.

14After this he built a wall outside
the City of David on the west side
of pGihon, in the valley, as far as the
entrance of the Fish Gate; and it
qenclosed Ophel, and he raised it to
a very great height. Then he put
military captains in all the fortified
cities of Judah.

15He took away the rforeign gods
and the idol from the house of the
LORD, and all the altars that he had
built in the mount of the house of
the LORD and in Jerusalem; and he
cast them out of the city.

16He also repaired the altar of the
LORD, sacrificed peace offerings and
s thank offerings on it, and com-
manded Judah to serve the LORD
God of Israel.

17Nevertheless the people still
sacrificed on the thigh places, but
only to the LORD their God.

18Now the rest of the acts of Ma-
nasseh, his prayer to his God, and
the words of the useers who spoke
to him in the name of the LORD God
of Israel, indeed they are written in
the book* of the kings of Israel.

19Also his prayer and how God re-
ceived his entreaty, and all his sin
and trespass, and the sites where he
built high places and set up vwooden
images and carved images, before he
was humbled, indeed they are writ-
ten among the wsayings of Hozai.*

20So Manasseh xrested with his
fathers, and they buried him in his
own house. Then his son Amon
reigned in his place.

Amon reigns over Judah
(2 Kin. 21:18–22)

21 yAmon was twenty-two years
old when he became king, and he
reigned two years in Jerusalem.

22But he did evil in the sight of the
LORD, as his father Manasseh had
done; for Amon sacrificed to all the
carved images which his father Ma-
nasseh had made, and served them.
*33:11 That is, nose hooks (compare 2 Kings
19:28) *33:18 Literally words
*33:19 Septuagint reads the seers.

33:21 became king. 642 B.C.



powder, and cut down all the in-
cense altars throughout all the land
of Israel, he returned to Jerusalem.

Josiah repairs the temple
(2 Kin. 22:3–7)

8In the eighteenth year of his
reign, when he had purged the land
and the temple,* he sent pShaphan
the son of Azaliah, Maaseiah the
qgovernor of the city, and Joah the
son of Joahaz the recorder, to repair
the house of the LORD his God.

9When they came to Hilkiah the
high priest, they delivered the rmon-
ey that was brought into the house of
God, which the Levites who kept the
doors had gathered from the hand of
Manasseh and Ephraim, from all the
sremnant of Israel, from all Judah
and Benjamin, and which they had
brought back to Jerusalem.

10Then they put it in the hand of
the foremen who had the oversight
of the house of the LORD; and they
gave it to the workmen who
worked in the house of the LORD, to
repair and restore the house.

11They gave it to the craftsmen
and builders to buy hewn stone and
timber for beams, and to floor the
houses which the kings of Judah
had destroyed.

12And the men did the work
faithfully. Their overseers were Ja-
hath and Obadiah the Levites, of
the sons of Merari, and Zechariah
and Meshullam, of the sons of the
Kohathites, to supervise. Others of
the Levites, all of whom were skill-
ful with instruments of music,

13were tover the burden bearers
and were overseers of all who did
work in any kind of service. And
some of the uLevites were scribes,
officers, and gatekeepers.

Hilkiah discovers the Book of the
Law (2 Kin. 22:8–10)

14Now when they brought out
the money that was brought into
the house of the LORD, Hilkiah the

23And he did not humble himself
before the LORD, as his father Ma-
nasseh had humbled himself; but
Amon trespassed more and more.

Amon killed by his servants;
Josiah made king (2 Kin. 21:23–26)
24Then ahis servants conspired

against him, and bkilled him in his
own house.

25But the people of the land exe-
cuted all those who had conspired
against King Amon. Then the peo-
ple of the land made his son Josiah
king in his place.

Josiah’s early reforms (2 Kin. 22:1–2)

34 cJOSIAH was eight years old
when he became king, and

he reigned thirty-one years in Jeru-
salem.

2And he did what was right in the
sight of the LORD, and walked in the
ways of his father David; he did not
turn aside to the right hand or to
the left.

3For in the eighth year of his
reign, while he was still dyoung, he
began to eseek the God of his father
David; and in the twelfth year he
began to purge Judah and Jerusalem
fof the ghigh places, the hwooden
images, the carved images, and the
molded images.

4They broke down the altars of
the Baals in his presence, and the
incense altars which were above
them he cut down; and the iwood-
en images, the carved images, and
the molded images he broke in
pieces, and made jdust of them and
kscattered it on the graves of those
who had sacrificed to them.

5He also lburned the bones of the
priests on their maltars, and
cleansed Judah and Jerusalem.

6And so he did in the cities of
Manasseh, Ephraim, and Simeon, as
far as Naphtali and all around, with
axes.*

7When he had broken down the
altars and the nwooden images, had
obeaten the carved images into
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that Deuteronomy was the book found, and that it was



priest found the Book of the Law of
the LORD given by Moses.

15Then Hilkiah answered and
said to Shaphan the scribe, “I have
found the aBook of the Law in the
house of the LORD.” And Hilkiah
gave the bbook to Shaphan.

16So Shaphan carried the book to
the king, bringing the king word,
saying, “All that was committed to
your servants they are doing.

17“And they have gathered the
money that was found in the house
of the LORD, and have delivered it
into the hand of the overseers and
the workmen.”

The solemn effect of its
reading (2 Kin. 22:11–13)

18Then Shaphan the scribe told
the king, saying, “Hilkiah the priest
has given me a book.” And Shaphan
cread it before the king.

19Thus it happened, when the
king dheard the words of the Law,
that he tore his clothes.

20Then the king commanded Hil-
kiah, eAhikam the son of Shaphan,
Abdon the son of Micah, Shaphan
the scribe, and Asaiah a servant of
the king, saying,

21“Go, inquire of the LORD for
me, and for those who are left in Is-
rael and Judah, concerning the
words of the book that is found; for
great is the wrath of the LORD that is
poured out on us, because our fa-
thers have not fkept the word of the
LORD, to do according to all that is
written in this book.”

Huldah, the prophetess, speaks
(2 Kin. 22:14–20)

22So Hilkiah and those the king
had appointed went to Huldah the
prophetess, the wife of Shallum the
son of Tokhath, the son of Hasrah,
keeper of the wardrobe. (She dwelt
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in Jerusalem in the Second Quarter.)
And they spoke to her to that effect.

23Then she answered them,
“Thus says the LORD God of Israel,
‘Tell the man who sent you to Me,

24“Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, I
will gbring calamity on this place and
on its inhabitants, all the curses that
are written in the hbook which they
have read before the king of Judah,

25‘because they have forsaken Me
and burned incense to other gods,
that they might provoke Me to
anger with all the works of their
hands. Therefore My wrath will be
poured out on this place, and not be
quenched.’ ” ’

26“But as for the king of Judah,
who sent you to inquire of the
LORD, in this manner you shall
speak to him, ‘Thus says the LORD
God of Israel: “Concerning the
words which you have heard—

27“because your heart was tender,
and you humbled yourself before
God when you heard His words
against this place and against its in-
habitants, and you humbled yourself
before Me, and you tore your
clothes and wept before Me, I also
have heard you,” says the iLORD.

28“Surely I will gather you to your
fathers, and you shall be gathered to
your grave in peace; and your eyes
shall not see all the calamity which I
will bring on this place and its in-
habitants.” ’ ” So they brought back
word to the king.

The people hear the Law (2 Kin. 23:1–2)
29Then the king sent and gath-

ered all the elders of Judah and Jeru-
salem.

30The king went up to the house
of the LORD, with all the men of Ju-
dah and the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem—the priests and the Levites,
and all the people, great and small.

composed as a “pious fraud” in the time of Josiah (621 B.C.)
to bring about centralization of worship in Jerusalem. From
the distinctive use of the names of Deity, the laws peculiar
to Deuteronomy, the nature of the commands which pre-
suppose the wilderness wanderings and the prospective
entrance into Canaan, the minutely accurate geographical
data employed, and the evident anachronism of emphasiz-
ing centralization of worship in Jerusalem in 621 B.C. after
the deportation of the northern kingdom, conservative

scholars have consistently held to the Mosaic authorship
(15th Cent. B.C.) of the book. Furthermore, not only
Deuteronomy but the entire Pentateuch was doubtless in-
dicated by the term, “the Book of the Law.”

34:17 gathered. Literally poured out or melted.
34:20 Abdon. Or Achbor, the son of Micaiah, 2 Kin.

22:12.
34:22 Tokhath. Or Tikvah, 2 Kin. 22:14. Hasrah. Or

Harhas, 2 Kin. 22:14. Second Quarter. Hebrew Mishneh.



ten instruction of David king of Isra-
el and the written instruction of
Solomon his son.

5“And stand in the holy place ac-
cording to the divisions of the fa-
thers’ houses of your brethren the lay
people, and according to the division
of the father’s house of the Levites.

6“So oslaughter the Passover offer-
ings, pconsecrate yourselves, and
prepare them for your brethren, that
they may do according to the word
of the LORD by the hand of Moses.”

7Then Josiah qgave the lay people
lambs and young goats from the
flock, all for Passover offerings for
all who were present, to the num-
ber of thirty thousand, as well as
three thousand cattle; these were
from the king’s rpossessions.

8And his sleaders gave willingly to
the people, to the priests, and to the
Levites. Hilkiah, Zechariah, and Je-
hiel, rulers of the house of God, gave
to the priests for the Passover offer-
ings two thousand six hundred from
the flock, and three hundred cattle.

9Also tConaniah, his brothers She-
maiah and Nethanel, and Hashabiah
and Jeiel and Jozabad, chief of the
Levites, gave to the Levites for Pass-
over offerings five thousand from
the flock and five hundred cattle.

10So the service was prepared, and
the upriests stood in their places, and
the vLevites in their divisions, ac-
cording to the king’s command.

11And they wslaughtered the Pass-
over offerings; and the priests sprin-
kled the xblood with their hands,
while the Levites skinned the yani-
mals.

12Then they removed the burnt
offerings that they might give them
to the divisions of the fathers’
houses of the lay people, to offer to
the LORD, as it is zwritten in the
Book of Moses. And so they did
with the cattle.

13Also they aaroasted the Passover
offerings with fire according to the
ordinance; but the other holy offer-
ings they boiled in pots, in caldrons,
and in pans, and divided them
quickly among all the lay people.

And he aread in their hearing all the
words of the Book of the Covenant
which had been found in the house
of the LORD.

The king’s covenant (2 Kin. 23:3)
31Then the king bstood in chis

place and made a dcovenant before
the LORD, to follow the LORD, and to
keep His commandments and His
testimonies and His statutes with all
his heart and all his soul, to perform
the words of the covenant that were
written in this book.

32And he made all who were
present in Jerusalem and Benjamin
take a stand. So the inhabitants of
Jerusalem did according to the cov-
enant of God, the God of their fa-
thers.

Josiah’s later reforms
(2 Kin. 23:4–14,24)

33Thus Josiah removed all the
eabominations from all the country
that belonged to the children of Is-
rael, and made all who were pres-
ent in Israel diligently serve the
LORD their God. fAll his days they
did not depart from following the
LORD God of their fathers.

(Prophecy about Bethel altar is
fulfilled; see 2 Kin. 23:15–20)

Passover reinstituted (2 Kin. 23:21–27)

35NOW Josiah kept a Passover
to the LORD in Jerusalem, and

they slaughtered the Passover lambs
on the gfourteenth day of the first
month.

2And he set the priests in their
hduties and iencouraged them for
the service of the house of the LORD.

3Then he said to the Levites who
jtaught all Israel, who were holy to
the LORD: “Put the holy kark in the
house which Solomon the son of
David, king of Israel, built. It shall
no longer be a burden on your
lshoulders. Now serve the LORD
your God and His people Israel.

4“Prepare yourselves according to
your fathers’ mhouses, according to
your divisions, following the nwrit-
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14Then afterward they prepared
portions for themselves and for the
priests, because the priests, the
sons of Aaron, were busy in offering
burnt offerings and fat until night;
therefore the Levites prepared por-
tions for themselves and for the
priests, the sons of Aaron.

15And the singers, the sons of
Asaph, were in their places, aac-
cording to the command of David,
Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun the
king’s seer. Also the bgatekeepers
were at each gate; they did not have
to leave their position, because
their brethren the Levites prepared
portions for them.

16So all the service of the LORD
was prepared the same day, to keep
the Passover and to offer burnt offer-
ings on the altar of the LORD, accord-
ing to the command of King Josiah.

17And the children of Israel who
were present kept the Passover at
that time, and the cFeast of Unleav-
ened Bread for seven days.

18There had been no Passover
dkept in Israel elike that since the
days of Samuel the prophet; and
none of the kings of Israel had kept
such a Passover as Josiah kept, with
the priests and the Levites, all Judah
and Israel who were present, and
the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

19In the eighteenth year of the
reign of Josiah this Passover was
kept.

Josiah, wounded in battle, dies
(2 Kin. 23:28–30)

20After all this, fwhen Josiah had
prepared the temple, Necho king of
Egypt came up to fight against gCar-
chemish by the Euphrates; and Josi-
ah went out against him.

21But he sent messengers to him,
saying, “What have I to do with
you, king of Judah? I have not come
against you this day, but against the
house with which I have war; for
God commanded me to make haste.
Refrain from meddling with God,
who is with me, h lest He destroy
you.”

22Nevertheless Josiah would not
turn his face from him, but idis-
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guised himself so that he might
fight with him, and did not heed
the words of Necho from the mouth
of God. So he came to fight in the
Valley of Megiddo.

23And the archers shot King Josi-
ah; and the king said to his ser-
vants, “Take me away, for I am se-
verely wounded.”

24His servants therefore took him
out of that chariot and put him in
the second chariot that he had, and
they brought him to Jerusalem. So
he died, and was buried in one of
the tombs of his fathers. And all
Judah and Jerusalem jmourned for
Josiah.

25Jeremiah also k lamented for lJo-
siah. And to this day all the singing
men and the singing women speak
of Josiah in their lamentations.
They made it a custom in Israel;
and indeed they are written in the
Laments.

26Now the rest of the acts of Josi-
ah and his goodness, according to
what was written in the Law of the
LORD,

27and his deeds from first to last,
indeed they are written in the book
of the kings of Israel and Judah.

Reign and dethronement
of Jehoahaz (2 Kin. 23:31–33)

36THEN the people of the land
took Jehoahaz the son of Josi-

ah, and made him king in his fa-
ther’s place in Jerusalem.

2Jehoahaz* was twenty-three years
old when he became king, and he
reigned three months in Jerusalem.

3Now the king of Egypt deposed
him at Jerusalem; and he imposed
on the land a tribute of one hundred
mtalents of silver and a mtalent of
gold.

Jehoiakim made king by
Pharaoh Necho (2 Kin. 23:34—24:4)

4Then the king of Egypt made Je-
hoahaz’s* brother Eliakim king over
Judah and Jerusalem, and changed
his name to Jehoiakim. And Necho
*36:2 Masoretic Text reads Joahaz.
*36:4 Literally his

36:2 became king. 608 B.C.



but he stiffened his neck and hard-
ened his heart against turning to the
LORD God of Israel.

The reason for Judah’s captivity
(Cp. 2 Kin. 25:1–21; Jer. 39:8–10)
14Moreover all the leaders of the

priests and the people transgressed
more and more, according to all the
abominations of the nations, and de-
filed the house of the LORD which
He had consecrated in Jerusalem.

15And the LORD God of their fa-
thers sent warnings to them by His
messengers, krising up early and
sending them, because He had com-
passion on His people and on His
dwelling place.

16But they lmocked the messen-
gers of God, despised His words,
and mscoffed at His prophets, until
the wrath of the LORD arose against
His people, till there was no reme-
dy.

17Therefore He brought against
them the king of the Chaldeans,
who killed their young men with
the sword in the house of their
sanctuary, and had no compassion
on young man or virgin, on the aged
or the weak; He gave them all into
his hand.

18And all the articles from the
house of God, great and small, the
treasures of the house of the LORD,
and the treasures of the king and of
his leaders, all these he took to Bab-
ylon.

19Then they burned the house of
God, broke down the wall of
Jerusalem, burned all its palaces
with fire, and destroyed all its pre-
cious possessions.

20And those who escaped from
the sword he ncarried away to Bab-
ylon, where they became servants
to him and his sons until the rule of
the kingdom of Persia,

took Jehoahaz* his brother and car-
ried him off to Egypt.

5aJehoiakim was twenty-five years
old when he became king, and he
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem.
And he did bevil in the sight of the
LORD his God.

6Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
came up against him, and bound
him in bronze fetters to carry him
off to cBabylon.

7Nebuchadnezzar also carried off
some of the articles from the house
of the LORD to Babylon, and put
them in his temple at Babylon.

Jehoiakim dies; Jehoiachin
becomes king (2 Kin. 24:5–9)

8Now the rest of the acts of Je-
hoiakim, the abominations which
he did, and what was found against
him, indeed they are written in the
book of the kings of Israel and Ju-
dah. Then Jehoiachin his son
reigned in his place.

9Jehoiachin was deight* years old
when he became king, and he
reigned in Jerusalem three months
and ten days. And he did evil in the
sight of the LORD.

First deportation to Babylon;
Zedekiah made king (2 Kin. 24:10–20)

10At the e turn of the year King
Nebuchadnezzar summoned him
and took him to Babylon, with the
costly articles from the house of the
LORD, and made fZedekiah, Jehoi-
akim’s* gbrother, king over Judah
and Jerusalem.

11hZedekiah was twenty-one years
old when he became king, and he
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem.

12He did evil in the sight of the
LORD his God, and did inot humble
himself before Jeremiah the proph-
et, who spoke from the mouth of
the LORD.

13And he also jrebelled against
King Nebuchadnezzar, who had
made him swear an oath by God;

36:15

k Jer. 7:13

36:16

l 2 Chr. 30:10

m Cp. 2 Chr.
24:20-21; Luke
11:51

36:20

n Times of the
Gentiles: vv. 17-
20; Jer. 39:7.
(Deut. 28:49;
Rev. 16:19).
Deut. 28:36-37

36:5

a 1 Chr. 3:15

b Jer. 22:13-19

36:6

c Deut. 29:22-29;
2 Chr. 33:11

36:9

d Cp. 2 Kin. 24:8.
See also 1 Chr.
11:11, note

36:10

e 2 Sam. 11:1

f Jer. 37:1

g Cp. 2 Kin. 24:17

36:11

h Jer. 52:1

36:12

i Jer. 21:3-7;
44:10

36:13

j Ezek. 17:15

646 2 CHRONICLES 36:5–20

*36:4 Masoretic Text reads Joahaz.
*36:9 Some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint,
Syriac, and 2 Kings 24:8 read eighteen.
*36:10 Literally his (compare 2 Kings 24:17)

36:5 became king. 608 B.C.

Nebuchadnezzar: Nebo protect the landmark. The
king of Babylon who captured Jerusalem and took the
people of Judah into captivity.

36:6 came up against him. This was the first deporta-

tion of Judah (2 Kin. 24:1–4; Jer. 25:1–9; Dan. 1:1; Hab.
1:6). See vv. 15–21 for the final deportation.

36:8 Jehoiachin. Or Jeconiah, 1 Chr. 3:16; or Coniah,
Jer. 22:24.

36:9 became king. 597 B.C.
36:11 became king. 597 B.C.



21to fulfill the word of the LORD
by the amouth of Jeremiah, until the
bland had enjoyed her Sabbaths. As
long as she lay desolate she kept
Sabbath, to fulfill seventy years.

Cyrus’ proclamation: he permits
Jews to return from captivity

22Now in the first year of Cyrus
king of Persia, that the word of the
LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah
might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred
up the spirit of cCyrus king of Per-

36:23

d Ezra 1:2-3

36:21

a Jer. 25:9-12;
27:6-8; 29:10

b Lev. 26:34-43

36:22

c Ezra 1:1; Is.
44:28; 45:1; cp.
Dan. 9:2

2 CHRONICLES 36:21–23 647
sia, so that he made a proclamation
throughout all his kingdom, and
also put it in writing, saying,
23 Thus dsays Cyrus king of

Persia: All the kingdoms of the
earth the LORD God of heaven
has given me. And He has
commanded me to build Him a
house at Jerusalem which is in
Judah. Who is among you of all
His people? May the LORD his
God be with him, and let him
go up!

36:22 first year. 538 B.C.
36:23 In the order of the books in the Hebrew canon,

this is the end of the Old Testament.
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Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Ezra Return of the Remnant 5th Cent. B.C.

Background
Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther conclude the historical books of the Bible as they are found in the present canonical order.
Both Ezra and Nehemiah are devoted to events occurring in the land of Israel at the time of the return from captivity and
subsequent years, covering a period of approximately one century, beginning in 538 B.C. The emphasis in Ezra is on the
rebuilding of the Temple; in Nehemiah, on the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem. Both books contain extensive ge-
nealogical records, principally for the purpose of establishing the claims to the priesthood on the part of the descendants
of Aaron.

Inasmuch as well over half a century elapsed between chapters 6 and 7, the characters of the first part of the book had
died by the time Ezra began his ministry in Jerusalem. Ezra is the one person who is prominent in Ezra and Nehemiah.
Both books end with prayers of confession (Ezra 9; Nehemiah 9) and a subsequent separation of the people from the sin-
ful practices into which they had fallen. Some conception of the nature of the encouraging messages of Haggai and
Zechariah, who are introduced in this narrative (5:1), may be seen in the prophetic books that bear their names.

Outline
The book may be divided as follows:

I. The First Return under Zerubbabel, and the Building of the Second Temple 1:1—6:22
A. Decree of Cyrus Permitting Jews’ Return to Jerusalem to Rebuild Temple 1:1–4
B. Contributions to Those Returning; Cyrus’ Restoration of the Holy Vessels 1:5–11
C. Number of Those Returning 2:1–70
D. Building of the Altar and Restoration of Ancient Sacrifice 3:1–7
E. Laying of Foundations of the Temple 3:8–13
F. Attempts to Hinder the Work 4:1–24

G. Completion of Work on the Temple and Restoration of Passover 5:1—6:22
II. The Ministry of Ezra 7:1—10:44

A. Ezra’s Return to Jerusalem 7:1–10
B. Decree of Artaxerxes on Ezra’s Behalf 7:11–26
C. Ezra’s Thanksgiving 7:27–28
D. Ezra’s Companions 8:1–14
E. Ezra’s Sending for the Levites and the Nethinim 8:15–20
F. Ezra’s Proclamation of a Fast Seeking the Lord’s Protection 8:21–23

G. Committing of the Treasure to Twelve Priests 8:24–30
H. Ezra’s Arrival in Jerusalem 8:31–34
I. Governors Given King’s Decree 8:35–36
J. Failure of God’s People to Separate from Surrounding Nations 9:1–4

K. Ezra’s Prayer of Confession to the Lord 9:5–15
L. Reconciliation to God Through Confession and Separation 10:1–44

THE BOOK OF

E Z R A



I. The First Return under Zerubbabel,
and the Building of the Second

Temple, 1—6

Decree of Cyrus permitting Jews’
return to Jerusalem to rebuild temple

1NOW in the first year of Cyrus
king of Persia, that the aword of

the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah
might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred
up the spirit of bCyrus king of Per-
sia, so that he made a proclamation
throughout all his kingdom, and
also put it in writing, saying,

2 Thus says Cyrus king of Persia:
All the kingdoms of the earth
the LORD God of heaven has
cgiven me. And He has
commanded me to build Him a
house at Jerusalem which is in
Judah.

3 Who is among you of all His
dpeople? May his God be with
him, and let him go up to
Jerusalem which is in Judah,
and build the house of the
LORD God of Israel (He is God),
which is in Jerusalem.

4 And whoever is left in any
place where he dwells, let the
men of his place help him with
silver and gold, with goods and
livestock, besides the freewill
offerings for the house of God
which is in Jerusalem.

Contributions to those returning;
Cyrus restores the holy articles

5Then the heads of the fathers’
houses of Judah and Benjamin, and
the priests and the Levites, with all
whose spirits God had moved, arose

1:6

e Ezra 2:68

1:7

f Ezra 6:5; Dan.
1:2; 5:2-3

g 2 Kin. 24:13;
2 Chr. 36:18

2:1

h Cp. Neh. 7:6-67

i 2 Kin. 24:14-16;
2 Chr. 36:20

1:1

a vv. 1-3; 2 Chr.
36:22-23; cp.
Jer. 25:12;
29:10; 33:7-13

b Ezra 5:13-14; Is.
44:28-45:13

1:2

c Cp. Dan. 2:37-
38

1:3

d Israel (history):
vv. 1-5; Ezra
6:15. (Gen.
12:2; Rom.
11:26, note)
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to go up and build the house of the
LORD which is in Jerusalem.

6And all those who were around
them encouraged them with articles
of silver and gold, with goods and
livestock, and with precious things,
besides all that was ewillingly offered.

7King Cyrus also brought out the
farticles of the house of the LORD,
which Nebuchadnezzar had gtaken
from Jerusalem and put in the tem-
ple of his gods;

8and Cyrus king of Persia brought
them out by the hand of Mithredath
the treasurer, and counted them out
to Sheshbazzar the prince of Judah.

9This is the number of them: thir-
ty gold platters, one thousand silver
platters, twenty-nine knives,

10thirty gold basins, four hundred
and ten silver basins of a similar kind,
and one thousand other articles.

11All the articles of gold and silver
were five thousand four hundred.
All these Sheshbazzar took with the
captives who were brought from
Babylon to Jerusalem.

Number of those returning

2NOW hthese are the people of
the province who came back

from the captivity, of those who had
been carried away, whom iNebu-
chadnezzar the king of Babylon had
carried away to Babylon, and who
returned to Jerusalem and Judah,
everyone to his own city.

2Those who came with Zerubba-
bel were Jeshua, Nehemiah, Sera-
iah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan,
Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum, and Baanah.
The number of the men of the peo-
ple of Israel:

1:1 in the first year. Approximately 541–515 B.C.

Jeremiah: whom Jehovah has appointed. A prophet
of God who foretold the destruction and captivity of
Judah by the Babylonians. Writer of the books of Jer-
emiah and Lamentations.

Cyrus: the sun. The king of Persia who proclaimed
that the temple in Jerusalem should be rebuilt.

Nebuchadnezzar: Nebo protect the landmark. The
king of Babylon who captured Jerusalem and took the
people of Judah into captivity.

1:8 Sheshbazzar. Probably Zerubbabel. Ezra 2:2; 5:14,
16.

2:1 people. Individuals from all of the tribes are includ-
ed in this return to Jerusalem. See 2 Kin. 17:23, note.

The order of the restoration was as follows: (1) the return
of the first detachment under Zerubbabel and Jeshua (538
B.C.), chs. 1—6, and the books of Haggai and Zechariah;
(2) the expedition of Ezra (455 B.C.), well over fifty years lat-
er (chs. 7—10); and (3) the commission of Nehemiah (445
B.C.), thirteen years after the expedition of Ezra (Neh. 2:1–6).

2:2 Jeshua. Or Joshua. Not the same man as in Josh.
1:1ff. Seraiah. Or Azariah, Neh. 7:7. Reelaiah. Or Raa-
miah, Neh. 7:7. Mispar. Or Mispereth, Neh. 7:7. Rehum.
Or Nehum, Neh. 7:7.



6the people of cPahath-Moab, of
the people of Jeshua and Joab,
two thousand eight hundred and
twelve;

7the people of Elam, one thou-
sand two hundred and fifty-four;

3the people of aParosh, two thou-
sand one hundred and seventy-two;

4the people of bShephatiah, three
hundred and seventy-two;

5the people of Arah, seven hun-
dred and seventy-five;

2:6

c Neh. 3:11; 7:11;
10:14

2:3

a Neh. 3:25

2:4

b Neh. 7:9

650 EZRA 2:3–7

CHRONOLOGY OF THE POSTEXILIC ERA

Old Testament Sources

Ezra 1—6

Haggai and Zechariah 1—8

Esther

Nehemiah’s Memiors:
Nehemiah 1—7 and 11—13

Malachi

The “I” narrative—
Ezra 7:11—9:15

The “he” narrative—
Ezra 10 and Nehemiah 8—19

The king’s letter—
Ezra 7:12–26

The lists—
Ezra 8:1–14; 10:18–44;
Nehemiah 10:1–27

Events in Jerusalem

586 B.C. to 500 B.C.

586: Fall of Jerusalem to Babylon;
second and final deportation; dias-
pora Jews in Babylon

538: First wave of the return to
Jerusalem begins (groups continue to
drift back over the next century). Ze-
rubbabel begins rebuilding the tem-
ple in Jerusalem. Samaritans thwart
their efforts; rebuilding project halts.

520: The prophets Haggai and
Zechariah call for the rebuilding of
the temple to continue; work begins.

515: In March, the second temple is
finished.

500 B.C. to 400 B.C.

444–432: Nehemiah hears of the
plight of Jerusalem while in Persia.
He is appointed governor of Judah;
the walls around Jerusalem are
rebuilt.

400 B.C. to 331 B.C.

398 (?): Ezra, priest and scribe,
institutes reforms of worship.

End of Old Testament history, c. 400

Persian Rulers

550–530: Cyrus II (the Great)

539: Fall of the Babylonian Empire
to Cyrus the Great

538: Cyrus the Great issues Edict of
Toleration, allowing Jews to return
home.

530–522: Cambyses II

522–486: Darius I

486–465: Xerxes I (”Ahasuerus” in
Esther)

465–423: Artaxerxes I

423: Xerxes II

423–404: Darius II

404–358: Artaxerxes II

331: Alexander the Great conquers
the Persian Empire (defeating Darius
III); Age of Socrates, Plato, Aristotle;
rise of Hellenism.



8the people of Zattu, nine hun-
dred and forty-five;

9the people of Zaccai, seven hun-
dred and sixty;

10the people of Bani, six hundred
and forty-two;

11the people of Bebai, six hun-
dred and twenty-three;

12the people of Azgad, one thou-
sand two hundred and twenty-two;

13the people of aAdonikam, six
hundred and sixty-six;

14the people of Bigvai, two thou-
sand and fifty-six;

15the people of Adin, four hun-
dred and fifty-four;

16the people of Ater of Hezekiah,
ninety-eight;

17the people of Bezai, three hun-
dred and twenty-three;

18the people of Jorah, one hun-
dred and twelve;

19the people of Hashum, two
hundred and twenty-three;

2:26

b Neh. 7:30;
11:33

2:27

c Neh. 7:32

2:13

a Ezra 8:13; Neh.
7:18

EZRA 2:8–31 651
20the people of Gibbar, ninety-

five;
21the people of Bethlehem, one

hundred and twenty-three;
22the men of Netophah, fifty-six;
23the men of Anathoth, one hun-

dred and twenty-eight;
24the people of Azmaveth, forty-

two;
25the people of Kirjath Arim,

Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven
hundred and forty-three;

26the people of bRamah and
Geba, six hundred and twenty-one;

27the men of Michmas, one hun-
dred and twenty-two;

28the men of cBethel and Ai, two
hundred and twenty-three;

29the people of Nebo, fifty-two;
30the people of Magbish, one

hundred and fifty-six;
31the people of the other Elam,

one thousand two hundred and
fifty-four;

2:10 Bani. Or Binnui, Neh. 7:15.
2:18 Jorah. Or Hariph, Neh. 7:24.
2:20 Gibbar. Or Gibeon, Neh. 7:25.

2:24 Azmaveth. Or Beth Azmaveth, Neh. 7:28.
2:25 Kirjath Arim. Or Kirjath Jearim, Neh. 7:29.
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51the sons of Bakbuk, the sons of
Hakupha, the sons of Harhur,

52the sons of Bazluth, the sons of
Mehida, the sons of Harsha,

53the sons of Barkos, the sons of
Sisera, the sons of Tamah,

54the sons of Neziah, and the
sons of Hatipha.

Number of the descendants
of Solomon’s servants who returned
55The sons of Solomon’s cser-

vants: the sons of Sotai, the sons of
Sophereth, the sons of Peruda,

56the sons of Jaala, the sons of
Darkon, the sons of Giddel,

57the sons of Shephatiah, the sons
of Hattil, the sons of Pochereth of
Zebaim, and the sons of Ami.

58All the Nethinim and the chil-
dren of Solomon’s servants were
three hundred and ninety-two.

59And these were the ones who
came up from Tel Melah, Tel Har-
sha, Cherub, Addan, and Immer;
but they could not didentify their fa-
ther’s house or their genealogy,*
whether they were of Israel:

60the sons of Delaiah, the sons of
Tobiah, and the sons of Nekoda, six
hundred and fifty-two;

Certain priests removed because
of lost genealogy

61and of the sons of the priests:
the sons of eHabaiah, the sons of
Koz,* and the sons of Barzillai, who
took a wife of the daughters of
fBarzillai the Gileadite, and was
called by their name.

62These sought their listing
among those who were registered
by genealogy, but they were not
found; therefore they were exclud-
ed from the gpriesthood as defiled.

63And the hgovernor* said to them
that they should not eat of the most

32the people of Harim, three hun-
dred and twenty;

33the people of Lod, Hadid, and
Ono, seven hundred and twenty-five;

34the people of Jericho, three
hundred and forty-five;

35the people of Senaah, three
thousand six hundred and thirty.

Number of priests returning
36The apriests: the sons of Jeda-

iah, of the house of Jeshua, nine
hundred and seventy-three;

37the sons of Immer, one thou-
sand and fifty-two;

38the sons of bPashhur, one thou-
sand two hundred and forty-seven;

39the sons of Harim, one thou-
sand and seventeen.

Number of Levites returning
40The Levites: the sons of Jeshua

and Kadmiel, of the sons of Hodavi-
ah, seventy-four.

41The singers: the sons of Asaph,
one hundred and twenty-eight.

42The sons of the gatekeepers:
the sons of Shallum, the sons of
Ater, the sons of Talmon, the sons of
Akkub, the sons of Hatita, and the
sons of Shobai, one hundred and
thirty-nine in all.

43The Nethinim: the sons of Ziha,
the sons of Hasupha, the sons of
Tabbaoth,

44the sons of Keros, the sons of
Siaha, the sons of Padon,

45the sons of Lebanah, the sons of
Hagabah, the sons of Akkub,

46the sons of Hagab, the sons of
Shalmai, the sons of Hanan,

47the sons of Giddel, the sons of
Gahar, the sons of Reaiah,

48the sons of Rezin, the sons of
Nekoda, the sons of Gazzam,

49the sons of Uzza, the sons of Pa-
seah, the sons of Besai,

50the sons of Asnah, the sons of
Meunim, the sons of Nephusim,

2:55

c Neh. 7:57-60;
cp. 1 Kin. 9:21

2:59

d Cp. Num. 1:18

2:61

e Neh. 7:63

f 2 Sam. 17:27;
1 Kin. 2:7

2:62

g Cp. Num. 3:10;
16:39-40

2:63

h Neh. 7:65,70

2:36

a vv. 36-39; cp.
1 Chr. 24:7-18

2:38

b 1 Chr. 9:12

652 EZRA 2:32–63

*2:59 Literally seed *2:61 Or Hakkoz
*2:63 Hebrew Tirshatha

2:40 Hodaviah. Or Judah, Ezra 3:9; or Hodevah, Neh.
7:43.

2:43,58 Nethinim means given. Probably this is anoth-
er name for the Gibeonites who were assigned by Joshua to
be perpetual slaves as “woodcutters and water carriers” for
the house of God (Josh. 9:23). As water carriers it is appro-
priate that they dwelt at the Water Gate. The Nethinim are
mentioned: 1 Chr. 9:2; Ezra 2:43,58,70; 7:7,24; 8:17,20;

Neh. 3:26,31; 7:46,60,73; 10:28; 11:3,21.
2:44 Siaha. Or Sia, Neh. 7:47.
2:46 Shalmai. Or Salmai, Neh. 7:48.
2:50 Nephusim. Or Nephishesim, Neh. 7:52.
2:52 Bazluth. Or Bazlith, Neh. 7:54.
2:55 Peruda. Or Perida, Neh. 7:57.
2:57 Ami. Or Amon, Neh. 7:59.
2:59 Addan. Or Addon, Neh. 7:61.



holy things till a priest could consult
with the Urim and Thummim.

Total number returning; their
substance and offerings to God

64The whole assembly together
was forty-two thousand three hun-
dred and sixty,

65besides their male and female
servants, of whom there were seven
thousand three hundred and thirty-
seven; and they had two hundred
men and women singers.

66Their horses were seven hun-
dred and thirty-six, their mules two
hundred and forty-five,

67their camels four hundred and
thirty-five, and their donkeys six
thousand seven hundred and twenty.

68Some of the heads of the fa-
thers’ houses, when they came to
the house of the LORD which is in
Jerusalem, aoffered freely for the
house of God, to erect it in its place:

69According to their ability, they
gave bto the treasury for the work
sixty-one thousand gold cdrachmas,
five thousand minas of silver, and
one hundred priestly garments.

70So the priests and the Levites,
some of the people, the singers, the
gatekeepers, and the dNethinim,
dwelt in their cities, and all Israel in
their cities.

The altar set up and ancient
sacrifice restored

3AND when the eseventh month
had come, and the children of

Israel were in the cities, the people
gathered together as one man to
Jerusalem.

2Then fJeshua the son of Jozadak
and his brethren the priests, and
gZerubbabel the son of hShealtiel and
his brethren, arose and built the altar

3:2

i Deut. 12:5-6

3:3

j Cp. Ezra 4:4

3:4

k Lev. 23:33-43;
Neh. 8:14-18

3:5

l Cp. Num. 28:1-
29:39

m Ezra 1:4; 2:68;
7:15-16; 8:28

3:7

n 2 Chr. 2:16

o Ezra 1:2; 6:3

3:8

p Ezra 4:3

q Cp. 1 Chr.
23:24-27

2:68

a Ezra 1:6; 3:5;
Neh. 7:70

2:69

b Ezra 8:25-
30,33-35

c See Coinage
(OT), Ex. 30:13,
note; cp.
Weights and
Measures (OT),
2 Chr. 2:10,
note

2:70

d See vv. 43,58,
note

3:1

e v. 6; Neh. 7:73;
8:1-2

3:2

f Ezra 4:3; Neh.
12:1,8

g Ezra 2:2; 4:2-3;
5:2

h 1 Chr. 3:17
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of the God of Israel, to offer burnt of-
ferings on it, ias it is written in the
Law of Moses the man of God.

3Though fear had come upon them
because of the people of those jcoun-
tries, they set the altar on its bases;
and they offered burnt offerings on it
to the LORD, both the morning and
evening burnt offerings.

4They also kept the Feast of
Tabernacles, kas it is written, and
offered the daily burnt offerings in
the number required by ordinance
for each day.

5Afterwards they loffered the reg-
ular burnt offering, and those for
New Moons and for all the appoint-
ed feasts of the LORD that were con-
secrated, and those of everyone
who mwillingly offered a freewill of-
fering to the LORD.

6From the first day of the seventh
month they began to offer burnt of-
ferings to the LORD, although the
foundation of the temple of the
LORD had not been laid.

7They also gave money to the ma-
sons and the carpenters, and food,
drink, and oil to the people of Sidon
and Tyre to bring cedar logs from
Lebanon to the sea, to nJoppa, oac-
cording to the permission which
they had from Cyrus king of Persia.

Foundations of temple laid
with mingled joy and weeping

8Now in the second month of the
second year of their coming to the
house of God at Jerusalem, pZerub-
babel the son of Shealtiel, Jeshua the
son of Jozadak,* and the rest of their
brethren the priests and the Levites,
and all those who had come out of
the captivity to Jerusalem, began
work and appointed the qLevites
*3:8 Spelled Jehozadak in 1 Chronicles 6:14

2:63 Urim and Thummim. Urim and Thummim mean
lights and perfections. Some make these to be simply a col-
lective name for the stones of the breastplate, so that the to-
tal effect of the twelve stones is to manifest the lights and
the perfections of Him who is the antitype of the Aaronic
high priest. Compare Lev. 8:8. It would seem to be conclu-
sive that the Urim and the Thummim are additional to the
stones of the breastplate. In use the Urim and the Thum-
mim were connected, in some way not clearly expressed,
with the ascertainment of the divine will in particular cases
(Num. 27:21; Deut. 33:8; 1 Sam. 28:6; Ezra 2:63).

3:1 seventh month. This is the month of Tishri (or Etha-
nim) in the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the
modern months of September–October. For more informa-
tion on the Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev.
23:2.

3:2 Jozadak. Or Jehozadak, 1 Chr. 6:14–15.
3:8 second month. This is the month of Iyyar (or Ziv) in

the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of April–May. For more information on the Hebrew
religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.



cern the noise of the shout of joy
from the noise of the weeping of the
people, for the people shouted with
a loud shout, and the sound was
heard afar off.

Adversaries seek to hinder the
work by appeal to Artaxerxes

4NOW when the gadversaries of
Judah and Benjamin heard that

the descendants of the captivity
were building the temple of the
LORD God of Israel,

2they came to Zerubbabel and the
heads of the fathers’ houses, and
said to them, “Let us build with
you, for we seek your God as you
do; and we have sacrificed to Him
since the days of Esarhaddon king of
Assyria, who hbrought us here.”

3But Zerubbabel and Jeshua and
the rest of the heads of the fathers’
houses of Israel said to them, i“You
may do nothing with us to build a
house for our God; but we alone
will build to the LORD God of Israel,
jas King Cyrus the king of Persia has
commanded us.”

4Then the people of the land tried
to discourage the people of Judah.
They ktroubled them in building,

5and hired counselors against
them to frustrate their purpose all
the days of Cyrus king of Persia,
even until the reign of lDarius king
of Persia.

Parenthetic explanation
6In the reign of Ahasuerus, in the

beginning of his reign, they wrote
an accusation against the inhabi-
tants of Judah and Jerusalem.

7In the days of mArtaxerxes also,
Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabel, and the

from twenty years old and above to
aoversee the work of the house of
the LORD.

9Then Jeshua with his sons and
brothers, Kadmiel with his sons,
and the sons of Judah, arose as one
to oversee those working on the
house of God: the sons of Henadad
with their sons and their brethren
the Levites.

10When the builders laid the foun-
dation of the temple of the LORD, the
priests bstood* in their apparel with
trumpets, and the Levites, the sons
of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise
the LORD, according to the ordinance
of David king of Israel.

11And they csang responsively,
praising and giving thanks to the
LORD:

“Ford He is good,
For His mercy endures forever

toward Israel.”

Then all the people shouted with a
great eshout, when they praised the
LORD, because the foundation of the
house of the LORD was laid.

12But many of the priests and Le-
vites and fheads of the fathers’
houses, old men who had seen the
first temple, wept with a loud voice
when the foundation of this temple
was laid before their eyes. Yet many
shouted aloud for joy,

13so that the people could not dis-
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16:4; 25:1
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*3:10 Following Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate;
Masoretic Text reads they stationed the priests.

3:9 Judah. Or Hodaviah, Ezra 2:40.
4:2 Let us build with you. The people of the land

sought to hinder the work in three ways: (1) by seeking to
draw the Jews into an unreal union, v. 3 (compare 2 Kin.
17:32); (2) by discouraging them, v. 4; and (3) by accusa-
tions lodged with Ahasuerus and Darius. The first was by
far the most subtle and dangerous. The lives of Ezra and
Nehemiah afford many illustrations of true separation.
Compare 2 Cor. 6:14–18; 2 Tim. 2:19–21.

4:6 Verses 6–23 are parenthetical, referring to later peri-
ods. Ahasuerus. Or Xerxes. See v. 3, note.

4:3 PERSIAN KINGS

The Persian kings of the period covered in Ezra, Nehe-
miah, and Esther were, in the order of their reigns, as
follows:

(1) Cyrus the Great (550–530 B.C.), the conqueror of
Babylon and founder of the Persian Empire, who per-
mitted Jews to return to Jerusalem under Zerubbabel in
538 B.C. (Ezra 1:1–11; 4:3). Cyrus made Gobryas (Guba-
ru) military governor of Babylon. Many scholars believe
that this Gobryas is the Darius the Mede of Dan. 5:31,
where see note.

(2) Cambyses (530–522 B.C.).
(3) Darius the Great (Hystaspis) (522–486 B.C.), the

king referred to in Zech. 1:1 and Hag. 1:1 and who is
not to be confused with Darius the Mede.

(4) Ahasuerus (486–465 B.C.), v. 6 and Esth. 1:1.
(5) Artaxerxes Longimanus (465–424 B.C.), the Arta-

xerxes of v. 7 (compare 7:1 with Neh. 2:1ff.) during
whose reign Ezra and Nehemiah were permitted to re-
turn to Jerusalem.



rest of their companions wrote to Ar-
taxerxes king of Persia; and the letter
was written in aAramaic script, and
translated into the Aramaic language.

8Rehum* the commander and
Shimshai the scribe wrote a letter
against Jerusalem to King Artaxer-
xes in this fashion:

9 From* Rehum the commander,
Shimshai the scribe, and the
rest of their companions—
representatives of the Dinaites,
the Apharsathchites, the
Tarpelites, the people of Persia
and Erech and Babylon and
Shushan,* the Dehavites, the
Elamites,

10 and the rest of the nations
whom the great and noble
Osnapper took captive and
bsettled in the cities of Samaria
and the remainder beyond the
River*—and so forth.*

11(This is a copy of the letter that
they sent him)

To King Artaxerxes from your
servants, the men of the region
cbeyond the River, and so
forth:*

12 Let it be known to the king
that the Jews who came up
from you have come to us at
Jerusalem, and are building the
drebellious and evil city, and
are finishing its ewalls and
repairing the foundations.

13 Let it now be known to the
king that, if this city is built
and the walls completed, they
will not pay tax, tribute, or
custom, and the king’s treasury
will be diminished.

14 Now because we receive
support from the palace, it was
not proper for us to see the
king’s dishonor; therefore we
have sent and informed the
king,

15 that search may be made in the
book of the records of your
fathers. And you will find in
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g Cp. Gen. 15:18;
Josh. 1:4
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a 2 Kin. 18:26
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b 2 Kin. 17:24
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c Cp. 1 Kin. 4:24
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d 2 Chr. 36:13
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Neh. 4:1
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the book of the records and
know that this city is a
rebellious city, harmful to kings
and provinces, and that they
have incited sedition within
the city in former times, for
which cause this city was
destroyed.

16 We inform the king that if this
city is rebuilt and its walls are
completed, the result will be
that you will have no dominion
beyond the River.

Artaxerxes orders work on
temple suspended

17The king sent an answer:

To Rehum the commander, to
Shimshai the scribe, to the rest
of their companions who dwell
in Samaria, and to the
remainder beyond the River:

Peace, and so forth.*

18 The letter which you sent to us
has been clearly read before
me.

19 And I gave the command, and
a search has been made, and it
was found that this city in
former times has revolted
against kings, and rebellion
and sedition have been
fostered in it.

20 There have also been mighty
kings over Jerusalem, who
have fruled over all the region
gbeyond the River; and tax,
tribute, and custom were paid
to them.

21 Now give the command to
make these men cease, that
this city may not be built until
the command is given by me.

22 Take heed now that you do not
fail to do this. Why should
damage increase to the hurt of
the kings?

*4:8 The original language of Ezra 4:8 through 6:18
is Aramaic. *4:9 Literally Then * Or Susa
*4:10 That is, the Euphrates * Literally and
now *4:11 Literally and now *4:17 Literally
and now

4:7 Aramaic, the language spoken at the court of Nebu-
chadnezzar, was later used as the official language of the
whole western section of the Persian Empire.

4:11 letter. The date of the letter is not here specified.

4:16,17,20 River. That is, the Euphrates.
4:21 Now give the command. Aramaic Make a new

decree.



7They sent a letter to him, in
which was written thus—

To Darius the king:

All peace.
8 Let it be known to the king

that we went into the
province of Judea, to the
temple of the great God,
which is being built with
heavy stones, and timber is
being laid in the walls; and
this work goes on diligently
and prospers in their hands.

9 Then we asked those elders,
and spoke thus to them:
k“Who commanded you to
build this temple and to finish
these walls?”

10 We also asked them their
names to inform you, that we
might write the names of the
men who were chief among
them.

11 And thus they returned us an
answer, saying: “We are the
lservants of the God of heaven
and earth, and we are
rebuilding the temple that was
built many years ago, which a
great king of Israel built and
mcompleted.

12 “But because our fathers
nprovoked the God of heaven
to wrath, He gave them into
the ohand of Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon, the Chaldean,
who destroyed this temple and
pcarried the people away to
Babylon.

13 “However, in the first year of
qCyrus king of Babylon, King
Cyrus issued a decree to build
this house of God.

14 “Also, the gold and silver
articles of the house of God,
which Nebuchadnezzar had
taken from the temple that was
in Jerusalem and carried into
the temple of Babylon—those

23Now when the copy of King Ar-
taxerxes’ letter was read before Re-
hum, Shimshai the scribe, and their
companions, they went up in haste
to Jerusalem against the Jews, and
by force of arms made them cease.

24Thus the work of the house of
God which is at Jerusalem ceased,
and it was adiscontinued until the
second year of the reign of Darius
king of Persia.

Work on temple resumed through
encouragement of prophets

5THEN the prophet bHaggai and
cZechariah the son of Iddo,

prophets, prophesied to the Jews
who were in Judah and Jerusalem,
in the name of the God of Israel,
who was over them.

2So dZerubbabel the son of Sheal-
tiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak*

rose up and began to build the
house of God which is in Jerusalem;
and the prophets of God were ewith
them, helping them.

3At the same time fTattenai the
governor of the region beyond the
River and Shethar-Boznai and their
companions came to them and
spoke thus to them: g“Who has
commanded you to build this tem-
ple and finish this wall?”

4Then, accordingly, we told them
the hnames of the men who were
constructing this building.

5But the ieye of their God was
upon the elders of the Jews, so that
they could not make them cease till
a report could go to Darius. Then a
written answer was returned con-
cerning this matter.

Adversaries write to Darius
6This is a copy of the letter that

Tattenai sent:

The governor of the region
beyond the River, and Shethar-
Boznai, and his jcompanions,
the Persians who were in the
region beyond the River, to
Darius the king.
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*5:2 Spelled Jehozadak in 1 Chronicles 6:14

Haggai: festive. One of the minor prophets who di-
rected his message to the Jews returning from exile.

5:3,6 River. That is, the Euphrates.
5:8 heavy stones. Aramaic stones of rolling.

Zechariah: whom Jehovah remembers. One of the mi-
nor prophets who presented a message of hope to the
Jews returning from exile.



King Cyrus took from the
temple of Babylon, and they
were agiven to one named
Sheshbazzar, whom he had
made governor.

15 “And he said to him, ‘Take
these articles; go, carry them
to the temple site that is in
Jerusalem, and let the house of
God be rebuilt on its former
site.’

16 “Then the same Sheshbazzar
came and blaid the foundation
of the house of God which is in
Jerusalem; but from that time
even until now it has been
under construction, and it is
cnot finished.”

17 Now therefore, if it seems
good to the king, let a dsearch
be made in the king’s treasure
house, which is there in
Babylon, whether it is so that a
decree was issued by King
Cyrus to build this house of
God at Jerusalem, and let the
king send us his pleasure
concerning this matter.

Darius confirms the decree of Cyrus

6THEN King Darius issued a de-
cree, and a search was made in

the archives,* where the treasures
were stored in Babylon.

2And at Achmetha,* in the palace
that is in the province of eMedia, a
scroll was found, and in it a record
was written thus:

3 In the first year of King Cyrus,
King Cyrus issued a fdecree
concerning the house of God
at Jerusalem: “Let the house be
rebuilt, the place where they
offered sacrifices; and let the
foundations of it be firmly laid,
its height sixty gcubits and its
width sixty cubits,

4 with three hrows of heavy
stones and one row of new
timber. Let the iexpenses be
paid from the king’s treasury.

5 Also let the gold and silver
jarticles of the house of God,
which Nebuchadnezzar took
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6:8

m Cp. Ezra 7:12-
22

6:10

n Cp. Ezra 7:23;
Jer. 29:7; 1 Tim.
2:1-2

6:11

o Dan. 2:5

5:14

a Ezra 1:7-8; 6:5

5:16

b Ezra 3:8-10;
Hag. 2:18

c Cp. Ezra 6:15

5:17

d Ezra 6:1-2

6:2

e 2 Kin. 17:6

6:3

f Ezra 1:1; 5:13

g See Weights and
Measures (OT),
2 Chr. 2:10,
note

6:4

h Cp. 1 Kin. 6:36

i Ezra 3:7

6:5

j Ezra 1:7-11;
5:14

EZRA 5:15—6:12 657
from the temple which is in
Jerusalem and brought to
Babylon, be restored and taken
back to the temple which is in
Jerusalem, each to its place;
and deposit them in the house
of God”—

6 Now therefore, kTattenai,
governor of the region beyond
the River, and Shethar-Boznai,
and your companions the
Persians who are beyond the
River, keep yourselves far from
there.

7 Let the work of this house of
God alone; let the governor of
the Jews and the elders of the
Jews lbuild this house of God
on its site.

8 Moreover I issue a decree as to
what you shall do for the
elders of these Jews, for the
building of this house of God:
Let the cost be paid at the
king’s expense from taxes on
the region beyond the River;
this is to be mgiven
immediately to these men, so
that they are not hindered.

9 And whatever they need—
young bulls, rams, and lambs
for the burnt offerings of the
God of heaven, wheat, salt,
wine, and oil, according to the
request of the priests who are
in Jerusalem—let it be given
them day by day without fail,

10 that they may offer sacrifices of
sweet aroma to the God of
heaven, and npray for the life
of the king and his sons.

11 Also I issue a decree that
whoever alters this edict, let a
timber be pulled from his
house and erected, and let him
be hanged on it; and let his
house be made a orefuse heap
because of this.

12 And may the God who causes
His name to dwell there
destroy any king or people who
put their hand to alter it, or to
destroy this house of God

*6:1 Literally house of the scrolls *6:2 Probably
Ecbatana, the ancient capital of Media

5:14,16 Sheshbazzar. Probably Zerubbabel. Hag. 1:14;
2:2,21.

6:6,8 River. That is, the Euphrates.



had jpurified themselves; all of
them were ritually clean. And they
slaughtered the Passover lambs for
all the descendants of the captivity,
for their brethren the priests, and
for themselves.

21Then the children of Israel who
had returned from the captivity ate
together with all who had kseparat-
ed themselves from the filth of the
nations of the land in order to seek
the LORD God of Israel.

22And they kept the lFeast of Un-
leavened Bread seven days with joy;
for the LORD made them joyful, and
mturned the heart of the nking of
Assyria toward them, to strengthen
their hands in the work of the
house of God, the God of Israel.

(More than fifty years elapsed
between chs. 6 and 7; during this

period the events in Esther 
took place)

II. The Ministry of Ezra, 7—10

Ezra’s journey from Babylon to
Jerusalem; his ancestry and companions

7NOW after these things, in the
reign of Artaxerxes king of Per-

sia, Ezra the oson of pSeraiah, the
son of Azariah, the son of qHilkiah,

2the son of Shallum, the son of
Zadok, the son of Ahitub,

3the son of Amariah, the son of
Azariah, the son of Meraioth,

4the son of Zerahiah, the son of
Uzzi, the son of Bukki,

5the son of Abishua, the son of
Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the
son of Aaron the chief priest—

6this Ezra came up from Babylon;
and he was a rskilled scribe in the
Law of Moses, which the LORD God
of Israel had given. The king granted

which is in Jerusalem. I Darius
issue a decree; let it be done
diligently.

Temple completed and dedicated
13Then Tattenai, governor of the

region beyond the River, Shethar-
Boznai, and their companions dili-
gently did according to what King
Darius had sent.

14So the aelders of the Jews built,
and they prospered through the
prophesying of Haggai the prophet
and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And
they built and finished it, according
to the commandment of the God of
Israel, and according to the com-
mand of bCyrus, cDarius, and dAr-
taxerxes king of Persia.

15Now the etemple was ffinished
on the third day of the month of
Adar, which was in the sixth year of
the reign of King Darius.

16Then the children of Israel, the
priests and the Levites and the rest
of the descendants of the captivity,
celebrated the gdedication of this
house of God with joy.

17And they offered sacrifices at
the dedication of this house of God,
one hundred bulls, two hundred
rams, four hundred lambs, and as a
sin offering for all Israel twelve male
goats, according to the number of
the tribes of Israel.

18They hassigned the priests to
their divisions and the Levites to
their divisions, over the service of
God in Jerusalem, as it is written
in the Book of Moses.

Passover restored
19And the descendants of the cap-

tivity ikept the Passover on the four-
teenth day of the first month.

20For the priests and the Levites

6:20

j Cp. 2 Chr.
30:15

6:21

k Separation: v.
21; Ezra 9:12.
(Gen. 12:1;
2 Cor. 6:17,
note)

6:22

l Ex. 12:15; 13:6-
7; cp. 2 Chr.
30:21; 35:17

m Prov. 21:1; cp.
Ezra 7:27

n Ezra 1:1

7:1

o v. 6; 1 Chr. 6:14

p Jer. 52:24

q 2 Chr. 35:8

7:6

r vv. 11,12,21

6:14

a Ezra 5:1-2

b v. 3; Ezra 1:1;
5:13

c v. 12; 4:24

d Ezra 7:1,11;
Neh. 2:1

6:15

e Israel (history):
vv. 15-18; Neh.
2:3. (Gen. 12:2;
Rom. 11:26,
note)

f Cp. Ezra 5:16

6:16

g Cp. 2 Chr. 7:5-9

6:18

h Cp. 1 Chr. 23:6;
1 Chr. 24:1

6:19

i Ex. 12:6

658 EZRA 6:13—7:6

6:13 River. That is, the Euphrates.
6:14 finished it. The worship of the LORD was thus re-

established in Jerusalem, but the theocracy was not re-
stored. The remnant which returned from the Babylonian
captivity lived in the land by Gentile sufferance, though
doubtless by the providential care of the LORD, until Messi-
ah came and was crucified by soldiers of the fourth Gentile
world-empire, Rome (Dan. 2:40; 7:7). Soon after (A.D. 70)
Rome destroyed the city and temple. See Times of the Gen-
tiles, Luke 21:24 and Rev. 16:19, notes.

6:15 Adar. This is the twelfth month in the Hebrew re-

ligious calendar. It correlates to the modern months of Feb-
ruary–March. For more information on the Hebrew reli-
gious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

6:19 first month. This is the month of Abib (or Nisan) in
the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of March–April. For more information on the He-
brew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

7:1 Now. Approximately 458 B.C.

Ezra: help. A priest and scribe who led the second
group of Jews back to Jerusalem from exile. Writer of
the books of Ezra and Nehemiah.



him all his request, aaccording to the
hand of the LORD his God upon him.

7bSome of the children of Israel,
the priests, the Levites, the singers,
the gatekeepers, and the Nethinim
came up to Jerusalem in the sev-
enth year of King Artaxerxes.

8And Ezra came to Jerusalem in
the fifth month, which was in the
seventh year of the king.

9On the first day of the first
month he began his journey from
Babylon, and on the first day of the
fifth month he came to Jerusalem,
according to the good hand of his
God upon him.

10For Ezra had cprepared his
heart to seek the Law of the LORD,
and to do it, and to dteach statutes
and ordinances in Israel.

Decree of Artaxerxes on
Ezra’s behalf

11This is a copy of the letter that
King Artaxerxes gave Ezra the
priest, the scribe, expert in the
words of the commandments of the
LORD, and of His statutes to Israel:
12 Artaxerxes,* eking of kings,

To Ezra the priest, a scribe of
the Law of the God of heaven:

Perfect peace, and so forth.*

13 I issue a fdecree that all those of
the people of Israel and the
priests and Levites in my realm,
who volunteer to go up to
Jerusalem, may go with you.

14 And whereas you are being sent
by the king and his gseven
counselors to inquire
concerning Judah and
Jerusalem, with regard to the
Law of your God which is in
your hand;
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15 and whereas you are to carry

the silver and gold which the
king and his counselors have
hfreely offered to the God of
Israel, whose dwelling is in
iJerusalem;

16 jand whereas all the silver and
gold that you may find in all
the province of Babylon, along
with the freewill offering of the
people and the priests, are to
be freely offered for the house
of their God in Jerusalem—

17 now therefore, be careful to
buy with this money bulls,
rams, and lambs, with their
grain offerings and their drink
offerings, and offer them on the
altar of the house of your God
in Jerusalem.

18 And whatever seems good to
you and your brethren to do
with the rest of the silver and
the gold, do it according to the
will of your God.

19 Also the articles that are given
to you for the service of the
house of your God, deliver in
full before the God of
Jerusalem.

20 And whatever more may be
needed for the house of your
God, which you may have
occasion to provide, pay for it
from the kking’s treasury.

21 And I, even I, Artaxerxes the
king, issue a decree to all the
treasurers who are in the
region beyond the River, that
whatever Ezra the priest, the
scribe of the Law of the God of
heaven, may require of you, let
it be done diligently,

*7:12 The original language of Ezra 7:12-26 is
Aramaic. * Literally and now

7:7 Nethinim means given. Probably this is another
name for the Gibeonites who were assigned by Joshua to
be perpetual slaves as “woodcutters and water carriers” for
the house of God (Josh. 9:23). As water carriers it is appro-
priate that they dwelt at the Water Gate. The Nethinim are
mentioned: 1 Chr. 9:2; Ezra 2:43,58,70; 7:7,24; 8:17,20;
Neh. 3:31; 7:46,60,73; 10:28; 11:3,21.

7:8 fifth month. This is the month of Ab in the Hebrew
religious calendar. It correlates to the modern months of
July–August. For more information on the Hebrew religious
calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

7:9 first month. This is the month of Abib (or Nisan) in

the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of March–April. For more information on the He-
brew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2. fifth
month. This is the month of Ab in the Hebrew religious
calendar. It correlates to the modern months of July–Au-
gust. For more information on the Hebrew religious calen-
dar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

King Artaxerxes: honored king. The king of Persia
who permitted Ezra to restore the temple and Nehe-
miah to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.

7:21 River. That is, the Euphrates.



2of the sons of Phinehas, Ger-
shom; of the sons of Ithamar, Dan-
iel; of the sons of David, Hattush;

3of the sons of Shecaniah, of the
sons of lParosh, Zechariah; and reg-
istered with him were one hundred
and fifty males;

4of the sons of mPahath-Moab,
Eliehoenai the son of Zerahiah, and
with him two hundred males;

5of the sons of Shechaniah,* Ben-
Jahaziel, and with him three hun-
dred males;

6of the sons of Adin, Ebed the son
of Jonathan, and with him fifty
males;

7of the sons of Elam, Jeshaiah the
son of Athaliah, and with him sev-
enty males;

8of the sons of Shephatiah, Zeba-
diah the son of Michael, and with
him eighty males;

9of the sons of Joab, Obadiah the
son of Jehiel, and with him two
hundred and eighteen males;

10of the sons of Shelomith,* Ben-
Josiphiah, and with him one hun-
dred and sixty males;

11of the sons of nBebai, Zechariah
the son of Bebai, and with him
twenty-eight males;

12of the sons of Azgad, Johanan
the son of Hakkatan, and with him
one hundred and ten males;

13of the last sons of Adonikam,
whose names are these—Eliphelet,
Jeiel, and Shemaiah—and with
them sixty males;

14also of the sons of Bigvai, Uthai
and Zabbud, and with them seventy
males.

Ezra sends for the Levites
and Nethinim

15Now I gathered them by the riv-
er that flows to Ahava, and we
camped there three days. And I
looked among the people and the
priests, and found none of the sons
of oLevi there.

16Then I sent for Eliezer, Ariel,
Shemaiah, Elnathan, Jarib, Elna-

22 up to one hundred atalents of
silver, one hundred bkors of
wheat, one hundred bbaths of
wine, one hundred baths of oil,
and salt without prescribed
limit.

23 Whatever is commanded by
the God of heaven, let it
diligently be done for the
house of the God of heaven.
For why should there be wrath
against the realm of the king
and his csons?

24 Also we inform you that it shall
not be lawful to impose tax,
tribute, or custom on dany of
the priests, Levites, singers,
gatekeepers, Nethinim, or
servants of this house of God.

25 And you, Ezra, according to
your God-given wisdom, eset
magistrates and judges who
may judge all the people who
are in the region beyond the
River, all such as know the laws
of your God; and fteach those
who do not know them.

26 Whoever will not observe the
law of your God and the law of
the king, let judgment be
executed speedily on him,
whether it be death, or
banishment, or confiscation of
goods, or imprisonment.

Ezra’s thanksgiving
27gBlessed be the LORD God of our

fathers, who has put such a thing as
this in the king’s hheart, to beautify
the house of the LORD which is in
Jerusalem,

28and has iextended mercy to me
before the king and his counselors,
and before all the king’s mighty
princes.

So I was encouraged, as the jhand
of the LORD my God was upon me;
and I gathered leading men of Israel
to go up with me.

Ezra’s companions

8THESE are the kheads of their
fathers’ houses, and this is the

genealogy of those who went up
with me from Babylon, in the reign
of King Artaxerxes:
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than, Nathan, Zechariah, and aMe-
shullam, leaders; also for Joiarib and
Elnathan, men of understanding.

17And I gave them a command for
Iddo the chief man at the place Ca-
siphia, and I told them what they
should say to Iddo and his brethren*

the bNethinim at the place Casiph-
ia—that they should bring us ser-
vants for the house of our God.

18Then, by the cgood hand of our
God upon us, they dbrought us a
man of understanding, of the sons
of Mahli the son of Levi, the son of
Israel, namely Sherebiah, with his
sons and brothers, eighteen men;

19and eHashabiah, and with him
Jeshaiah of the sons of Merari, his
brothers and their sons, twenty men;

20also of the fNethinim, whom
David and the leaders had appoint-
ed for the service of the Levites,
two hundred and twenty Nethinim.
All of them were designated by
name.

Ezra proclaims a fast for
the LORD’s protection

21Then I proclaimed a gfast there
at the river of Ahava, that we might
hhumble ourselves before our God,
to seek from Him the iright way for
us and our little ones and all our
possessions.

22For I was ashamed to request of
the king an escort of soldiers and
horsemen to help us against the en-
emy on the road, jbecause we had
spoken to the king, saying, “The
khand of our God is upon all those
for lgood who seek Him, but His
power and His wrath are against all
those who forsake mHim.”

23So we fasted and entreated our
God for this, and He nanswered our
prayer.

Treasure committed to twelve priests
24And I separated twelve of the

leaders of the priests—Sherebiah,
Hashabiah, and ten of their breth-
ren with them—

25and weighed out to them the
silver, the gold, and the articles, the
offering for the house of our God
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which the king and his counselors
and his princes, and all Israel who
were present, had ooffered.

26I pweighed into their hand six
hundred and fifty qtalents of silver,
silver articles weighing one hundred
talents, one hundred talents of gold,

27twenty gold basins worth a
thousand rdrachmas, and two ves-
sels of fine polished bronze, pre-
cious as gold.

28And I said to them, s“You are
holy to the LORD; the articles are
holy also; and the silver and the
gold are a freewill offering to the
LORD God of your fathers.

29“Watch and keep them until
you weigh them before the leaders
of the priests and the Levites and
theads of the fathers’ houses of Isra-
el in Jerusalem, in the chambers of
the house of the LORD.”

30So the priests and the Levites re-
ceived the silver and the gold and the
articles by weight, to bring them to
Jerusalem to the house of our God.

Ezra arrives in Jerusalem:
treasure placed in temple

31Then we departed from the riv-
er of Ahava on the twelfth day of
the first month, to go to Jerusalem.
And the hand of our God was upon
us, and He delivered us from the
hand of the enemy and from am-
bush along the road.

32So we ucame to Jerusalem, and
stayed there three days.

33Now on the fourth day the sil-
ver and the gold and the articles
were vweighed in the house of our
God by the hand of Meremoth the
son of Uriah the priest, and with
him was Eleazar the son of Phine-
has; with them were the Levites,
wJozabad the son of Jeshua and Noa-
diah the son of Binnui,

34with the number and weight of
everything. All the weight was writ-
ten down at that time.

35The children of those who had
been xcarried away captive, who had
come from the captivity, yoffered
*8:17 Following Vulgate; Masoretic Text reads to
Iddo his brother; Septuagint reads to their brethren.

8:31 first month. This is the month of Abib (or Nisan) in
the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern

months of March–April. For more information on the He-
brew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.



my garment and my robe, I fell on
my knees and jspread out my hands
to the LORD my God.

6And I ksaid: “O my God, I am
too ashamed and humiliated to lift
up my face to You, my God; for our
iniquities have risen higher than
our heads, and our guilt has grown
up to the heavens.

7“Since the days of our fathers to
this day we have been very lguilty,
and for our m iniquities we, our
kings, and our priests have been
ndelivered into the hand of the
kings of the lands, to the osword, to
captivity, to plunder, and to phumil-
iation, as it is this day.

8“And now for a little while grace
has been shown from the LORD our
God, to leave us a remnant to es-
cape, and to give us a peg in His
holy place, that our God may en-
lighten our eyes and give us a mea-
sure of revival in our bondage.

9“For we were qslaves. Yet our
God did not r forsake us in our
bondage; but He extended smercy
to us in the sight of the kings of Per-
sia, to revive us, to repair the house
of our God, to rebuild its ruins, and
to give us a wall in Judah and Jeru-
salem.

10“And now, O our God, what
shall we say after this? For we have
forsaken Your commandments,

11“which You commanded by
Your servants the prophets, saying,
‘The land which you are entering to
possess is an unclean land, with the
tuncleanness of the peoples of the
lands, with their abominations
which have filled it from one end to
another with their impurity.

12‘Now therefore, do unot vgive
your daughters as wives for their
sons, nor take their daughters to
your sons; and never seek their
wpeace or prosperity, that you may

burnt offerings to the God of Israel:
twelve bulls for all Israel, ninety-six
rams, seventy-seven lambs, and
twelve male goats as a sin offering. All
this was a burnt offering to the LORD.

Governors given king’s decree
36And they delivered the king’s

orders to the king’s asatraps and the
governors in the region beyond the
River. So they gave support to the
people and the house of God.

God’s people fail to separate
from surrounding nations

9WHEN these things were done,
the leaders came to me, saying,

“The people of Israel and the priests
and the Levites have not bseparated
themselves from the peoples of the
lands, cwith respect to the abomina-
tions of the Canaanites, the Hittites,
the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the
Ammonites, the Moabites, the
Egyptians, and the Amorites.

2“For they have dtaken some of
their daughters as wives for them-
selves and their sons, so that the
holy seed is emixed with the peo-
ples of those lands. Indeed, the
hand of the leaders and rulers has
been foremost in this trespass.”

3So when I heard this thing, I
ftore my garment and my robe, and
plucked out some of the hair of my
head and beard, and sat down as-
tonished.

4Then everyone who gtrembled at
the words of the God of Israel assem-
bled to me, because of the transgres-
sion of those who had been carried
away captive, and I sat astonished
until the hevening sacrifice.

Ezra’s prayer of confession
to the LORD, his God

5At the evening sacrifice I arose
from my fasting; and having itorn
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be strong and eat the good of the
land, and leave it as an ainheritance
to your children forever.’

13“And after all that has come
upon us for our evil deeds and for
our great guilt, since You our God
have punished us less than our iniq-
uities deserve, and have given us
such deliverance as this,

14“should we again break Your
commandments, and join in mar-
riage with the people committing
these abominations? Would You not
be bangry with us until You had con-
sumed us, so that there would be no
remnant or survivor?

15“O LORD God of Israel, You are
crighteous, for we are left as a rem-
nant, as it is this day. Here we are
before You, in our guilt, though no
one can dstand before You because
of this!”

Reconciliation to God through
confession and separation

10NOW while Ezra was epray-
ing, and while he was con-

fessing, weeping, and bowing down
fbefore the house of God, a very
large assembly of men, women, and
children gathered to him from Isra-
el; for the people wept very gbitterly.

2And Shechaniah the son of Jehi-
el, one of the sons of Elam, spoke
up and said to Ezra, “We have htres-
passed against our God, and have
itaken pagan wives from the peo-
ples of the land; yet now there is
hope in Israel in spite of this.

3“Now therefore, let us make a
jcovenant with our God to kput
away all these wives and those who
have been born to them, according
to the advice of my master and of
those who l tremble at the com-
mandment of our God; and let it be
done according to the mlaw.

4“Arise, for this matter is your re-
sponsibility. We also are with you.
nBe of good courage, and do it.”

5Then Ezra arose, and made the
leaders of the priests, the Levites,
and all Israel oswear an oath that
they would do according to this
word. So they swore an oath.
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6Then Ezra rose up from before

the house of God, and went into the
chamber of Jehohanan the son of
Eliashib; and when he came there,
he pate no bread and drank no wa-
ter, for he mourned because of the
guilt of those from the captivity.

7And they issued a proclamation
throughout Judah and Jerusalem to
all the descendants of the captivity,
that they must gather at Jerusalem,

8and that whoever would not
come within three days, according
to the instructions of the leaders
and elders, all his property would
be confiscated, and he himself
would be separated from the assem-
bly of those from the captivity.

9So all the men of Judah and Ben-
jamin gathered at Jerusalem within
three days. It was the ninth month,
on the twentieth of the month; and
all the people sat in the open square
of the house of God, qtrembling be-
cause of this matter and because of
heavy rain.

10Then Ezra the priest stood up
and said to them, “You have trans-
gressed and have taken pagan
wives, adding to the guilt of Israel.

11“Now therefore, make rconfes-
sion to the LORD God of your fa-
thers, and do His will; sseparate
yourselves from the peoples of the
land, and from the pagan wives.”

12Then all the assembly answered
and said with a loud voice, “Yes! As
you have said, so we must do.

13“But there are many people; it
is the season for heavy rain, and we
are not able to stand outside. Nor is
this the work of one or two days, for
there are many of us who have
transgressed in this matter.

14“Please, let the leaders of our
entire assembly stand; and let all
those in our cities who have taken
pagan wives come at appointed
times, together with the elders and
judges of their cities, until the fierce
wrath of our God is turned away
from us in this matter.”

15Only Jonathan the son of Asahel
and Jahaziah the son of Tikvah op-
posed this, and tMeshullam and

10:9 ninth month. This is the month of Chislev in the
Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern

months of November–December. For more information on
the Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.



26of the sons of Elam: Mattaniah,
Zechariah, Jehiel, Abdi, Jeremoth,
and Eliah;

27of the sons of Zattu: Elioenai,
Eliashib, Mattaniah, Jeremoth, Za-
bad, and Aziza;

28of the hsons of Bebai: Jeho-
hanan, Hananiah, Zabbai, and Ath-
lai;

29of the sons of Bani: Meshullam,
Malluch, Adaiah, Jashub, Sheal, and
Ramoth;

30of the isons of Pahath-Moab:
Adna, Chelal, Benaiah, Maaseiah,
Mattaniah, Bezalel, Binnui, and Ma-
nasseh;

31of the sons of Harim: Eliezer,
Ishijah, Malchijah, Shemaiah, Shim-
eon,

32Benjamin, Malluch, and Shem-
ariah;

33of the sons of Hashum: Matte-
nai, Mattattah, Zabad, Eliphelet, Jer-
emai, Manasseh, and Shimei;

34of the sons of Bani: Maadai,
Amram, Uel,

35Benaiah, Bedeiah, Cheluh,*
36Vaniah, Meremoth, Eliashib,
37Mattaniah, Mattenai, Jaasai,*
38Bani, Binnui, Shimei,
39Shelemiah, Nathan, Adaiah,
40Machnadebai, Shashai, Sharai,
41Azarel, Shelemiah, Shemariah,
42Shallum, Amariah, and Joseph;
43of the sons of Nebo: Jeiel, Mat-

tithiah, Zabad, Zebina, Jaddai,* Joel,
and Benaiah.

44All these had taken pagan
wives, and some of them had wives
by whom they had children.

Shabbethai the Levite gave them
support.

16Then the descendants of the
captivity did so. And Ezra the priest,
with certain aheads of the fathers’
households, were set apart by the
fathers’ households, each of them
by name; and they sat down on the
first day of the tenth month to ex-
amine the bmatter.

17By the first day of the first month
they finished questioning all the
men who had taken pagan wives.

List of repentant heads of families
18And among the sons of the

priests who had taken pagan wives
the following were found of the
sons of cJeshua the son of Jozadak,*
and his brothers: Maaseiah, Eliezer,
Jarib, and Gedaliah.

19And they dgave their promise
that they would put away their
wives; and being eguilty, they pre-
sented a ram of the flock as their
ftrespass offering.

20Also of the sons of Immer: Ha-
nani and Zebadiah;

21of the sons of Harim: Maaseiah,
Elijah, Shemaiah, Jehiel, and Uzzi-
ah;

22of the sons of Pashhur: Elioenai,
Maaseiah, Ishmael, Nethanel, Joza-
bad, and Elasah.

23Also of the Levites: Jozabad,
Shimei, Kelaiah (the same is Kelita),
Pethahiah, Judah, and Eliezer.

24Also of the singers: Eliashib;
and of the gatekeepers: Shallum, Te-
lem, and Uri.

25And others of Israel: of the
gsons of Parosh: Ramiah, Jeziah,
Malchiah, Mijamin, Eleazar, Malchi-
jah, and Benaiah;
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Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Nehemiah Rebuilding Jerusalem’s Walls 5th Cent. B.C.

Background
Nehemiah records the last historical events in the Old Testament, carrying the history to about 430 B.C. The prophecy of
Malachi may have been written a few years later. The principal characters in this book are Ezra and Nehemiah. Though
the Temple had been rebuilt, as recorded by Ezra, the walls of the city were still in ruins because of the indolence of the
people.

Eleven times in the text it is recorded that Nehemiah was engaged in prayer.

Outline
The book may be divided as follows:

I. Nehemiah Receives Permission from Artaxerxes to Visit Jerusalem (445 B.C.) 1:1—2:8
A. Distress of the Remnant in Jerusalem 1:1–3
B. Nehemiah’s Prayer 1:4–11
C. Answer to Nehemiah’s Prayer 2:1–8

II. The Rebuilding of the Walls of Jerusalem 2:9—7:73
A. Nehemiah’s Arrival in Jerusalem and Encouragement of the People 2:9–20
B. The Builders of the Walls 3:1–32
C. Opposition and Encouragement 4:1—6:14
D. Completion of the Wall 6:15–19
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III. The Great Revival under Ezra 8:1—10:39
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B. Feast of Tabernacles and Assembly of the People 8:13—10:39
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C. Dedication of the Wall 12:27–47
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commandments, the statutes, nor
the ordinances which You com-
manded Your servant Moses.

8“Remember, I pray, the word that
You commanded Your servant Mo-
ses, ksaying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I
will scatter you among the nations;*

9‘but if you lreturn to Me, and
keep My commandments and do
them, though some of you were cast
out to the farthest part of the heav-
ens, yet I will gather them from
there, and bring them to the place
which I have chosen as a dwelling
for My name.’

10“Now these are Your servants
and Your people, whom You have
mredeemed by Your great power,
and by Your strong hand.

Nehemiah asks the LORD

for favor before the king
11“O Lord, I pray, please let Your

ear be attentive to the prayer of
Your servant, and to the prayer of
Your servants who desire to n fear
Your name; and let Your servant
prosper this day, I pray, and grant
him mercy in the sight of this man.”
For I was the king’s ocupbearer.

Nehemiah’s prayer answered

2AND it came to pass in the
month of Nisan, in the twenti-

eth year of King pArtaxerxes, when
wine was before him, that I took
the wine and gave it to the king.
Now I had never been sad in his
presence before.

2Therefore the king said to me,
“Why is your face sad, since you are
not sick? This is nothing but sorrow
of qheart.” So I became dreadfully
afraid,

3and said to the king, “May the

I. Nehemiah Receives Permission
from Artaxerxes to visit Jerusalem

(445 B.C.), 1:1—2:8

Nehemiah learns of distress
of the remnant in Jerusalem

1THE words of aNehemiah the
son of Hachaliah.

It came to pass in the month of
bChislev, in the twentieth year, as I
was in Shushan the citadel,

2that cHanani one of my brethren
came with men from Judah; and I
asked them concerning the Jews
who had escaped, who had survived
the captivity, and concerning Jeru-
salem.

3And they said to me, “The sur-
vivors who are left from the captivi-
ty in the dprovince are there in great
distress and ereproach. The wall of
Jerusalem is also broken down, and
its gates are burned with fire.”

Nehemiah’s prayer
4So it was, when I heard these

words, that I sat down and wept,
and mourned for many days; I was
fasting and fpraying before the God
of heaven.

5And I gsaid: “I pray, LORD God of
heaven, O great and hawesome God,
You who ikeep Your covenant and
mercy with those who love You* and
observe Your* commandments,

6“please let Your ear be attentive
and Your eyes open, that You may
hear the prayer of Your servant
which I pray before You now, day
and night, for the children of Israel
Your servants, and jconfess the sins
of the children of Israel which we
have sinned against You. Both my
father’s house and I have sinned.

7“We have acted very corruptly
against You, and have not kept the

1:8

k Deut. 28:63-67

1:9

l Deut. 30:1-10

1:10

m See Ex. 14:30,
note

1:11

n See Ps. 19:9,
note

o Neh. 2:1; cp.
2 Chr. 9:4

2:1

p See Ezra 4:3,
note

2:2

q Prov. 15:13

1:1

a Neh. 10:1

b Neh. 2:1

1:2

c Neh. 7:2

1:3

d Neh. 7:6

e Neh. 2:17

1:4

f Cp. Ezra 9:5-6;
10:6

1:5

g Bible prayers
(OT): vv. 5-11;
Neh. 4:4. (Gen.
15:2; Hab. 3:1,
note)

h Neh. 4:14

i Ex. 34:6-7

1:6

j Neh. 9:2
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*1:5 Literally Him * Literally His
*1:8 Leviticus 26:33

Nehemiah: Jehovah comforts. The governor of the
Jews who returned from exile. He encouraged the
Jews while they rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem.

1:1 It came to pass. Approximately 445 B.C. Chislev.
This is the ninth month in the Hebrew religious calendar. It
correlates to the modern months of November–December.
For more information on the Hebrew religious calendar,
see the note at Lev. 23:2. Shushan. Or Susa, ancient cap-
ital of Persia. Esth. 1:1–2,5.

2:1 Nisan. This is the first month (also called Abib) in

the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of March–April. For more information on the He-
brew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

Moses: saved from the water. The great leader of the
Israelites who led them out of slavery in Egypt to the
Promised Land.

King Artaxerxes: honored king. The king of Persia
who permitted Ezra to restore the temple and Nehe-
miah to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.



king live forever! Why should my
face not be sad, awhen the city, the
place of my fathers’ tombs, lies
waste, and its gates are burned with
bfire?”

4Then the king said to me, “What
do you request?” So I cprayed to the
God of heaven.

5And I said to the king, “If it
pleases the king, and if your servant
has found favor in your sight, I ask
that you send me to Judah, to the
city of my fathers’ tombs, that I may
rebuild it.”

6Then the king said to me (the
queen also sitting beside him),
“How long will your journey be?
And when will you return?” So it
pleased the king to send me; and I
set him a dtime.

7Furthermore I said to the king,
“If it pleases the king, let letters be
given to me for the egovernors of
the region beyond the River, that
they must permit me to pass
through till I come to Judah,

8“and a letter to Asaph the keep-
er of the king’s forest, that he must
give me timber to make beams for
the gates of the citadel which per-
tains to the temple,* for the city
wall, and for the house that I will
occupy.” And the king granted them
to me according to the good fhand
of my God upon me.

II. The Rebuilding of the Walls
of Jerusalem, 2:9—7:73

Nehemiah arrives at Jerusalem;
he secretly inspects the ruined walls
9Then I went to the governors in

the region beyond the River, and
gave them the king’s letters. Now
the king had sent captains of the
army and horsemen with gme.

10When hSanballat the Horonite

2:11

i Cp. Ezra 8:32

2:13

j 2 Chr. 26:9

k Jer. 39:8

2:14

l Neh. 3:15

m 2 Kin. 20:20

2:3

a Israel (history):
vv. 1-9; Neh.
8:1. (Gen. 12:2;
Rom. 11:26,
note)

b 2 Kin. 24:10

2:4

c Neh. 1:4

2:6

d Neh. 5:14; 13:6

2:7

e Ezra 7:21; cp.
8:36

2:8

f v. 18; Ezra
7:6,9,28

2:9

g Cp. Ezra 8:22

2:10

h Neh. 4:1
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and Tobiah the Ammonite official*
heard of it, they were deeply dis-
turbed that a man had come to seek
the well-being of the children of Is-
rael.

11So I came ito Jerusalem and was
there three days.

12Then I arose in the night, I and
a few men with me; I told no one
what my God had put in my heart
to do at Jerusalem; nor was there
any animal with me, except the one
on which I rode.

13And I went out by night
through the jValley Gate to the Ser-
pent Well and the Refuse Gate, and
viewed the kwalls of Jerusalem
which were broken down and its
gates which were burned with fire.

14Then I went on to the lFountain
Gate and to the mKing’s Pool, but
there was no room for the animal
under me to pass.

15So I went up in the night by the
valley, and viewed the wall; then I
turned back and entered by the Val-
ley Gate, and so returned.

16And the officials did not know
where I had gone or what I had
done; I had not yet told the Jews,
the priests, the nobles, the officials,
or the others who did the work.

Nehemiah encourages the people
to build the walls

17Then I said to them, “You see
the distress that we are in, how
Jerusalem lies waste, and its gates
are burned with fire. Come and let
us build the wall of Jerusalem, that
we may no longer be a reproach.”

18And I told them of the hand of
my God which had been good upon
me, and also of the king’s words
that he had spoken to me. So they
*2:8 Literally house *2:10 Literally servant,
and so elsewhere in this book

2:5 rebuild it. This is the only decree actually recorded
in Scripture which relates to the restoring and building of
the city of Jerusalem. And since Nehemiah is careful to
date the royal decree “in the month of Nisan, in the twen-
tieth year of King Artaxerxes,” it is quite certain that here is
the starting point of the period of the seventy weeks fore-
told by Daniel (Dan. 9:24–27). According to competent
authorities the year was 445 B.C.

2:7,9 River. That is, the Euphrates.
2:10 Tobiah. Two Tobiahs are distinguished: (1) “Tobi-

ah the Ammonite official” (Neh. 2:10,19; 4:3,7; 6:1,12,14);
and (2) a Jew whose children were unable to prove his ge-
nealogy (Neh. 7:61–62). It is likely that he was already
dead at that time. Only one Tobiah, the Ammonite, is ac-
tive in this book.

Jerusalem: founded in peace. The capital of David’s
kingdom and the religious center of Israel. Solomon
built a magnificent temple here. The city and temple
were destroyed and restored throughout Israel’s history.



8Next to him Uzziel the son of
Harhaiah, one of the goldsmiths,
made repairs. Also next to him Han-
aniah, one* of the perfumers, made
repairs; and they fortified Jerusalem
as far as the nBroad Wall.

9And next to them Rephaiah the
son of Hur, leader of half the district
of Jerusalem, made repairs.

10Next to them Jedaiah the son of
Harumaph made repairs in front of
his house. And next to him Hattush
the son of Hashabniah made repairs.

11Malchijah the son of Harim and
Hashub the son of Pahath-Moab re-
paired another section, as well as
the Tower of the Ovens.

12And next to him was Shallum
the son of Hallohesh, leader of half
the district of Jerusalem; he and his
daughters made repairs.

13Hanun and the inhabitants of
Zanoah repaired the oValley Gate.
They built it, hung its doors with its
bolts and bars, and repaired a thou-
sand pcubits of the wall as far as the
qRefuse Gate.

14Malchijah the son of Rechab,
leader of the district of rBeth Hac-
cerem, repaired the sRefuse Gate;
he built it and hung its doors with
its bolts and bars.

15Shallun the son of Col-Hozeh,
leader of the district of Mizpah, re-
paired the tFountain Gate; he built
it, covered it, hung its doors with its
bolts and bars, and repaired the wall
of the Pool of Shelah by the uKing’s
Garden, as far as the stairs that go
down from the City of David.

16After him Nehemiah the son of
Azbuk, leader of half the district of
Beth Zur, made repairs as far as the
place in front of the tombs* of Da-
vid, to the man-made vpool, and as
far as the House of the Mighty.

17After him the Levites, under
Rehum the son of Bani, made re-
pairs. Next to him Hashabiah,

said, “Let us rise up and build.”
Then they aset their hands to this
good work.

19But when Sanballat the Horo-
nite, Tobiah the Ammonite official,
and Geshem the Arab heard of it,
they laughed at us and bdespised us,
and said, “What is this thing that
you are doing? Will you rebel
against the king?”

20So I answered them, and said to
them, “The God of heaven Himself
will prosper us; therefore we His
servants will arise and build, but
you have no cheritage or right or
memorial in Jerusalem.”

The builders of the walls

3THEN dEliashib the high priest
rose up with his brethren the

priests and built the eSheep Gate;
they consecrated it and hung its
doors. They built as far as the Tower
of the Hundred,* and consecrated it,
then as far as the Tower of fHananel.

2Next to Eliashib* the gmen of
Jericho built. And next to them Zac-
cur the son of Imri built.

3Also the sons of Hassenaah built
the hFish Gate; they laid its beams
and hung its doors with its bolts and
bars.

4And next to them iMeremoth
the son of Urijah, the son of Koz,*
made repairs. Next to them jMe-
shullam the son of Berechiah, the
son of Meshezabel, made repairs.
Next to them Zadok the son of Baa-
na made repairs.

5Next to them the Tekoites made
repairs; but their nobles did not put
their shoulders* to the work of their
Lord.

6Moreover Jehoiada the son of Pa-
seah and Meshullam the son of Bes-
odeiah repaired the kOld Gate; they
laid its beams and hung its doors,
with its bolts and bars.

7And next to them Melatiah the
Gibeonite, Jadon the Meronothite,
the lmen of Gibeon and Mizpah, re-
paired the residence* of the mgover-
nor of the region beyond the River.

3:8

n Neh. 12:38

3:13

o Neh. 2:13,15

p See Weights and
Measures (OT),
2 Chr. 2:10,
note

q Neh. 2:13

3:14

r Jer. 6:1

s Neh. 2:13

3:15

t Neh. 2:14

u 2 Kin. 25:4

3:16

v 2 Kin. 20:20

2:18

a Contrast Ezra
4:4; cp. 2 Sam.
2:7; Ezra 6:22;
Heb. 12:12

2:19

b Cp. Neh. 4:1-6

2:20

c Cp. Ezra 4:3

3:1

d vv. 20-21; Neh.
13:4,7,28

e v. 32

f Jer. 31:38

3:2

g Neh. 7:36

3:3

h Zeph. 1:10

3:4

i Ezra 8:33

j Ezra 10:15

3:6

k Neh. 12:39

3:7

l Neh. 7:25

m Ezra 8:36; cp.
Neh. 2:9
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*3:1 Hebrew Hammeah, also at 12:39
*3:2 Literally On his hand *3:4 Or Hakkoz
*3:5 Literally necks *3:7 Literally throne
*3:8 Literally the son *3:16 Septuagint, Syriac,
and Vulgate read tomb.

2:19 laughed at us. That is, opposition by ridicule.
3:1 Sheep Gate. Here the sheep for sacrifice were

brought into the city. The towers of the Hundred and Han-
anel were evidently on either side of the gate.

3:5 Lord. Or lord, or lords.
3:7 River. That is, the Euphrates.
3:15 Shelah. Or Shiloah, Is. 8:6.



leader of half the district of Keilah,
made repairs for his district.

18After him their brethren, under
Bavai* the son of Henadad, leader of
the other half of the district of Kei-
lah, made repairs.

19And next to him Ezer the son of
Jeshua, the leader of Mizpah, re-
paired another section in front of the
Ascent to the Armory at the buttress.

20After him Baruch the son of
Zabbai* carefully repaired the other
section, from the buttress to the
door of the house of Eliashib the
high priest.

21After him Meremoth the son of
Urijah, the son of Koz,* repaired an-
other section, from the door of the
house of Eliashib to the end of the
house of Eliashib.

22And after him the priests, the
men of the aplain, made repairs.

3:24

b Ezra 8:33

3:25

c Jer. 32:2

3:26

d Neh. 8:1

3:22

a Cp. Neh. 12:28
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23After him Benjamin and Has-

shub made repairs opposite their
house. After them Azariah the son
of Maaseiah, the son of Ananiah,
made repairs by his house.

24After him bBinnui the son of
Henadad repaired another section,
from the house of Azariah to the
buttress, even as far as the corner.

25Palal the son of Uzai made re-
pairs opposite the buttress, and on
the tower which projects from the
king’s upper house that was by the
ccourt of the prison. After him Peda-
iah the son of Parosh made repairs.

26Moreover the Nethinim who
dwelt in Ophel made repairs as far
as the place in front of the dWater
*3:18 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate; some
Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, and Syriac read
Binnui (compare verse 24). *3:20 A few Hebrew
manuscripts, Syriac, and Vulgate read Zaccai.
*3:21 Or Hakkoz

3:26 Nethinim means given. Probably this is another
name for the Gibeonites who were assigned by Joshua to
be perpetual slaves as “woodcutters and water carriers” for
the house of God (Josh. 9:23). As water carriers it is appro-

priate that they dwelt at the Water Gate. The Nethinim are
mentioned: 1 Chr. 9:2; Ezra 2:43,58,70; 7:7,24; 8:17,20;
Neh. 3:31; 7:46,60,73; 10:28; 11:3,21.
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own heads, and give them as plun-
der to a land of captivity!

5Do inot cover their iniquity, and
do not let their sin be blotted out
from before You; for they have pro-
voked You to anger before the
builders.

6So we built the wall, and the en-
tire wall was joined together up to
half its height, for the people had a
mind to work.

7Now it happened, when Sanbal-
lat, Tobiah, the jArabs, the Am-
monites, and the Ashdodites heard
that the walls of Jerusalem were
being restored and the gaps were
beginning to be closed, that they be-
came very angry,

8and all of them kconspired to-
gether to come and attack Jerusalem
and create confusion.

9Nevertheless we made our
prayer to our God, and because of
them we set a watch against them
day and night.

Opposition by discouraged
brethren: the resource of faith

10Then Judah said, “The strength
of the laborers is failing, and there is
so much rubbish that we are not
able to build the wall.”

11And our adversaries said, “They
will neither know nor see anything,
till we come into their midst and kill
them and cause the work to cease.”

12So it was, when the Jews who
dwelt near them came, that they told
us lten times, “From whatever place
you turn, they will be upon us.”

13Therefore I positioned men be-
hind the lower parts of the wall, at
the openings; and I set the people ac-
cording to their families, with their
swords, their spears, and their bows.

14And I looked, and arose and said
to the nobles, to the leaders, and to
the rest of the people, “Do not be
mafraid of them. Remember the Lord,
great and nawesome, and fight for
your brethren, your sons, your daugh-
ters, your wives, and your houses.”

Gate toward the east, and on the
projecting tower.

27After them the Tekoites re-
paired another section, next to the
great projecting tower, and as far as
the wall of Ophel.

28Beyond the aHorse Gate the
priests made repairs, each in front
of his own house.

29After them Zadok the son of Im-
mer made repairs in front of his
own house. After him Shemaiah the
son of Shechaniah, the keeper of
the East Gate, made repairs.

30After him Hananiah the son of
Shelemiah, and Hanun, the sixth
son of Zalaph, repaired another sec-
tion. After him Meshullam the son
of Berechiah made repairs in front
of his dwelling.

31After him Malchijah, one of the
goldsmiths, made repairs as far as
the house of the bNethinim and of
the merchants, in front of the
Miphkad* Gate, and as far as the up-
per room at the corner.

32And between the upper room at
the corner, as far as the cSheep
Gate, the goldsmiths and the mer-
chants made repairs.

Opposition by ridicule

4BUT it so happened, when dSan-
ballat heard that we were re-

building the wall, that he was furi-
ous and very indignant, and mocked
the Jews.

2And he spoke before his brethren
and the army of eSamaria, and said,
“What are these feeble Jews doing?
Will they fortify themselves? Will
they offer sacrifices? Will they com-
plete it in a day? Will they revive the
stones from the heaps of rubbish—
stones that are burned?”

3Now fTobiah the Ammonite was
beside him, and he said, “Whatever
they build, if even a fox goes up on it,
he will break down their stone wall.”

Nehemiah answers by prayer
4gHear, O our God, for we are de-

spised; turn their hreproach on their

4:5

i Cp. Ps. 69:27;
Jer. 18:23

4:7

j Neh. 2:19

4:8

k Cp. Ps. 83:5

4:12

l Cp. Num. 14:22

4:14

m Cp. Num. 14:9;
Deut. 1:29-30

n Neh. 1:5

3:28

a 2 Chr. 23:15

3:31

b See v. 26, note

3:32

c Neh. 3:1

4:1

d Neh. 2:10,19

4:2

e Cp. Ezra 4:9-10

4:3

f Neh. 2:19

4:4

g Bible prayers
(OT): vv. 4-5;
Neh. 9:5. (Gen.
15:2; Hab. 3:1,
note)

h Cp. Ps. 79:12;
Prov. 3:34

670 NEHEMIAH 3:27—4:14

*3:31 Literally Inspection or Recruiting

3:27 Ophel. Compare 2 Chr. 27:3; 33:14. Perhaps part
of the fort called Millo, 2 Chr. 32:5.

Sanballat: sin giveth life. A man from Samaria who
opposed the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem dur-
ing Nehemiah’s time.



15And it happened, when our ene-
mies heard that it was known to us,
and that God had brought their aplot
to nothing, that all of us returned to
the wall, everyone to his work.

16So it was, from that time on, that
half of my servants worked at con-
struction, while the other half held
the spears, the shields, the bows,
and wore armor; and the leaders
were behind all the house of Judah.

17Those who built on the wall,
and those who carried burdens,
loaded themselves so that with one
hand they worked at construction,
and with the other held a weapon.

18Every one of the builders had
his sword girded at his side as he
built. And the one who sounded the
trumpet was beside me.

19Then I said to the nobles, the
rulers, and the rest of the people,
“The work is great and extensive,
and we are separated far from one
another on the wall.

20“Wherever you hear the sound
of the trumpet, rally to us there.
Our God will bfight for us.”

21So we labored in the work, and
half of the men* held the spears from
daybreak until the stars appeared.

22At the same time I also said to
the people, “Let each man and his
servant stay at night in Jerusalem,
that they may be our guard by night
and a working party by day.”

23So neither I, my brethren, my
servants, nor the men of the guard
who followed me took off our
clothes, except that everyone took
them off for washing.

Opposition of unbrotherly greed:
the resource of restitution

5AND there was a great outcry of
the people and their wives

cagainst their Jewish brethren.
2For there were those who said,

“We, our sons, and our daughters
are many; therefore let us get grain,
that we may eat and live.”

3There were also some who said,
“We have mortgaged our lands and
vineyards and houses, that we might
buy grain because of the famine.”

4There were also those who said,

5:4

d Cp. Ezra
4:13,20; 7:24

5:5

e Ex. 21:7

f Cp. Lev. 25:48

5:7

g Ex. 22:25; Lev.
25:36

5:8

h Redemption (re-
deeming relative
type): v. 8; Job
19:25. (Gen.
48:16; Is. 59:20,
note)

5:12

i v. 13; cp. 2 Chr.
28:15; Prov.
6:31

j Cp. Ezra 10:1-5

5:13

k Cp. Acts 18:6

l Cp. Neh. 8:6

4:15

a Cp. 2 Sam.
17:14

4:20

b Ex. 14:14; Deut.
1:30; 2 Chr.
20:29

5:1

c vv. 2-5; Is. 5:7-
8; cp. Lev.
25:35; Deut.
15:7-8
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“We have borrowed money for the
king’s dtax on our lands and vine-
yards.

5“Yet now our flesh is as the flesh
of our brethren, our children as
their children; and indeed we are
forcing our sons and our edaughters
to be slaves, and some of our daugh-
ters have been brought into slavery.
It is not in our power to redeem
fthem, for other men have our lands
and vineyards.”

6And I became very angry when I
heard their outcry and these words.

7After serious thought, I rebuked
the nobles and rulers, and said to
them, “Each of you is exacting
gusury from his brother.” So I called
a great assembly against them.

8And I said to them, “According
to our ability we have hredeemed
our Jewish brethren who were sold
to the nations. Now indeed, will you
even sell your brethren? Or should
they be sold to us?” Then they were
silenced and found nothing to say.

9Then I said, “What you are do-
ing is not good. Should you not walk
in the fear of our God because of
the reproach of the nations, our en-
emies?”

10“I also, with my brethren and
my servants, am lending them mon-
ey and grain. Please, let us stop this
usury!

11“Restore now to them, even this
day, their lands, their vineyards,
their olive groves, and their houses,
also a hundredth of the money and
the grain, the new wine and the oil,
that you have charged them.”

12So they said, “We will irestore
it, and will require nothing from
them; we will do as you say.” Then I
called the priests, and required an
oath from them that they would do
according to this jpromise.

13Then I shook out kthe fold of my
garment* and said, “So may God
shake out each man from his house,
and from his property, who does not
perform this promise. Even thus
may he be shaken out and emptied.”
And all the assembly said, l“Amen!”
*4:21 Literally them *5:13 Literally my lap

5:9 fear. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expression meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.



should the work cease while I leave
it and go down to you?”

4But they sent me this message
four times, and I answered them in
the same manner.

5Then Sanballat sent his servant
to me as before, the fifth time, with
an open letter in his hand.

6In it was written:

It is reported among the
nations, and Geshem* says,
that you and the Jews plan to
irebel; therefore, according to
these rumors, you are
rebuilding the wall, that you
may be their king.

7 And you have also appointed
prophets to proclaim
concerning you at Jerusalem,
saying, “There is a king in
Judah!” Now these matters will
be reported to the king. So
come, therefore, and let us
consult together.

8Then I sent to him, saying, “No
such things as you say are being
done, but you invent them in your
own heart.”

9For they all were trying to make
us afraid, saying, “Their jhands will
be weakened in the work, and it
will not be done.”

Now therefore, O God, strength-
en my hands.

10Afterward I came to the house
of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah,
the son of Mehetabel, who was a
secret informer; and he said, “Let
us meet together in the house of
God, within the temple, and let us
close the doors of the temple, for
they are coming to kill you; in-
deed, at night they will come to
kill you.”

11And I said, “Should such a
man as I flee? And who is there
such as I who would go into the
temple to save his life? I will not
go in!”

12Then I perceived that God had
not sent him at all, but that he pro-
nounced this prophecy against me

and praised the LORD. Then the peo-
ple did according to this promise.

Nehemiah’s unselfish example
14Moreover, from the time that I

was appointed to be their governor
in the land of Judah, from the
atwentieth year until the thirty-sec-
ond year of King Artaxerxes, twelve
years, neither I nor my brothers
bate the governor’s provisions.

15But the former governors who
were before me laid burdens on the
people, and took from them bread
and wine, besides forty cshekels of
silver. Yes, even their servants bore
rule over the people, but I did not
do so, because of the fear of God.

16Indeed, I also continued the
dwork on this wall, and we* did not
buy any land. All my servants were
gathered there for the work.

17And at my table were one hun-
dred and fifty Jews and rulers, be-
sides those who came to us from
the nations around us.

18Now that which was eprepared
daily was one ox and six choice
sheep. Also fowl were prepared for
me, and once every ten days an
abundance of all kinds of wine. Yet
in spite of this I did fnot demand the
governor’s provisions, because the
bondage was heavy on this people.

19Remember me, my God, for
ggood, according to all that I have
done for this people.

Opposition by craftiness:
the resource of manly firmness

6NOW it happened when hSan-
ballat, Tobiah, Geshem the

Arab, and the rest of our enemies
heard that I had rebuilt the wall,
and that there were no breaks left
in it (though at that time I had not
hung the doors in the gates),

2that Sanballat and Geshem sent
to me, saying, “Come, let us meet
together among the villages in the
plain of Ono.” But they thought to
do me harm.

3So I sent messengers to them,
saying, “I am doing a great work, so
that I cannot come down. Why
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because Tobiah and Sanballat had
hired him.

13For this reason he was hired,
that I should be aafraid and act that
way and sin, so that they might
have cause for an evil report, that
they might reproach me.

14My God, remember Tobiah and
Sanballat, according to these their
bworks, and the prophetess Noadi-
ah and the rest of the prophets who
would have made me afraid.

The wall finished in fifty-two days
15So the wall was finished on the

twenty-fifth day of Elul, in fifty-two
days.

16And it happened, when all our
enemies heard of it, and all the na-
tions around us saw these things,
that they were very cdisheartened
in their own eyes; for they per-
ceived that this work was ddone by
our God.

17Also in those days the nobles of
Judah sent many letters to eTobiah,
and the letters of Tobiah came to
them.

18For many in Judah were
pledged to him, because he was the
fson-in-law of Shechaniah the son of
Arah, and his son Jehohanan had
married the daughter of gMeshul-
lam the son of Berechiah.

19Also they reported his good
deeds before me, and reported my
words to him. Tobiah sent letters to
frighten me.

Hanani and Hananiah put in
charge of Jerusalem

7THEN it was, when the wall
was built and I had hung the

hdoors, when the gatekeepers, the
singers, and the Levites had been
appointed,

2that I gave the charge of
Jerusalem to my brother iHanani,
and jHananiah the leader of the
kcitadel, for he was a faithful man
and lfeared God more than many.

3And I said to them, “Do not let
the gates of Jerusalem be opened
until the sun is hot; and while they
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stand guard, let them shut and bar
the doors; and appoint guards from
among the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, one at his watch station
and another in front of his own
house.”

4Now the city was large and spa-
cious, but the people in it were
mfew, and the houses were not re-
built.

Register of genealogy of people
first returning from Babylon

5Then my God put it into my heart
to gather the nobles, the rulers, and
the people, that they might be regis-
tered by genealogy. And I found a
register of the genealogy of those
who had come up in the first return,
and found written in it:

6 nThese are the people of the
province who came back from
the captivity, of those who had
been carried away, whom
Nebuchadnezzar the king of
Babylon had carried away, and
who returned to Jerusalem
and Judah, everyone to his
city.

7 Those who came with
oZerubbabel were Jeshua,
Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah,
Nahamani, Mordecai, Bilshan,
Mispereth,* Bigvai, Nehum,
and Baanah.

The number of the men of
the people of Israel:

8 the sons of Parosh, two
thousand one hundred and
seventy-two;

9 the sons of Shephatiah, three
hundred and seventy-two;

10 the sons of Arah, six hundred
and fifty-two;

11 the sons of Pahath-Moab, of
the sons of Jeshua and Joab,
two thousand eight hundred
and eighteen;

12 the sons of Elam, one thousand
two hundred and fifty-four;

13 the sons of Zattu, eight
hundred and forty-five;

*7:7 Spelled Mispar in Ezra 2:2

6:15 Elul. This is the sixth month in the Hebrew reli-
gious calendar. It correlates to the modern months of Au-
gust–September. For more information on the Hebrew re-

ligious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.
7:7 Jeshua. Or Joshua. Not the same man as in Josh.

1:1ff.



32 the men of Bethel and dAi, one
hundred and twenty-three;

33 the men of the other Nebo,
fifty-two;

34 the sons of the other Elam, one
thousand two hundred and
fifty-four;

35 the sons of Harim, three
hundred and twenty;

36 the sons of Jericho, three
hundred and forty-five;

37 the sons of Lod, Hadid, and
Ono, seven hundred and
twenty-one;

38 the sons of Senaah, three
thousand nine hundred and
thirty.

39 The priests: the sons of
Jedaiah, of the house of Jeshua,
nine hundred and seventy-
three;

40 the sons of eImmer, one
thousand and fifty-two;

41 the sons of Pashhur, one
thousand two hundred and
forty-seven;

42 the sons of Harim, one
thousand and seventeen.

Register of returning Levites
43 The Levites: the sons of Jeshua,

of Kadmiel, and of the sons of
Hodevah, seventy-four.

44 The singers: the sons of Asaph,
one hundred and forty-eight.

45 The gatekeepers: the sons of

14 the sons of Zaccai, seven
hundred and sixty;

15 the sons of Binnui,* six
hundred and forty-eight;

16 the sons of Bebai, six hundred
and twenty-eight;

17 the sons of Azgad, two
thousand three hundred and
twenty-two;

18 the sons of Adonikam, six
hundred and sixty-seven;

19 the sons of Bigvai, two
thousand and sixty-seven;

20 the sons of aAdin, six hundred
and fifty-five;

21 the sons of Ater of Hezekiah,
ninety-eight;

22 the sons of Hashum, three
hundred and twenty-eight;

23 the sons of Bezai, three
hundred and twenty-four;

24 the sons of Hariph,* one
hundred and twelve;

25 the sons of Gibeon,* ninety-
five;

26 the men of Bethlehem and
bNetophah, one hundred and
eighty-eight;

27 the men of cAnathoth, one
hundred and twenty-eight;

28 the men of Beth Azmaveth,*
forty-two;

29 the men of Kirjath Jearim,
Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven
hundred and forty-three;

30 the men of Ramah and Geba,
six hundred and twenty-one;

31 the men of Michmas, one
hundred and twenty-two;
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*7:15 Spelled Bani in Ezra 2:10 *7:24 Called
Jorah in Ezra 2:18 *7:25 Called Gibbar in Ezra
2:20 *7:28 Called Azmaveth in Ezra 2:24

7:43 Hodevah. Or Hodeiah.

7:1 THE FOUR STAGES OF RETURN FROM EXILE

1. 538 B.C. under Cyrus II
Led by Sheshbazzar, who began rebuilding the temple but left it unfinished because of local opposition

2. 521 B.C. under Darius I
Led by Zerubbabel and Jeshua, who also encountered opposition but, with the encouragement of the prophets Hag-
gai and Zechariah, completed the temple

3. 458 B.C. under Artaxerxes I or 398 B.C. under Artaxerxes II
Led by Ezra, who brought a copy of the Mosaic law

4. 445 B.C. under Artaxerxes I
Led by Nehemiah, who rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem and attempted to establish purity of community and worship.
(Nehemiah came as governor with his own retinue. He did not, strictly speaking, lead a group of returning exiles.)



Shallum, the sons of Ater, the
sons of Talmon, the sons of
Akkub, the sons of Hatita, the
sons of Shobai, one hundred
and thirty-eight.

Register of returning Nethinim
46 The aNethinim: the sons of

Ziha, the sons of Hasupha, the
sons of Tabbaoth,

47 the sons of Keros, the sons of
Sia,* the sons of Padon,

48 the sons of Lebana,* the sons
of Hagaba,* the sons of Salmai,*

49 the sons of Hanan, the sons of
Giddel, the sons of Gahar,

50 the sons of Reaiah, the sons of
Rezin, the sons of Nekoda,

51 the sons of Gazzam, the sons
of Uzza, the sons of Paseah,

52 the sons of Besai, the sons 
of Meunim, the sons of
Nephishesim,*

53 the sons of Bakbuk, the sons of
Hakupha, the sons of Harhur,

54 the sons of Bazlith,* the sons of
Mehida, the sons of Harsha,

55 the sons of Barkos, the sons of
Sisera, the sons of Tamah,

56 the sons of Neziah, and the
sons of Hatipha.

Register of descendants of
Solomon’s servants

57 The bsons of Solomon’s
servants: the sons of Sotai, the
sons of Sophereth, the sons of
Perida,*

58 the sons of Jaala, the sons of
Darkon, the sons of Giddel,

59 the sons of Shephatiah, the
sons of Hattil, the sons of
Pochereth of Zebaim, and the
children of Amon.*

60 All the Nethinim, and the sons
of Solomon’s servants, were
three hundred and ninety-two.

61 And these were the ones who
came up from Tel Melah, Tel
Harsha, Cherub, Addon,* and

7:62

c See Neh. 2:10,
note

7:65

d Cp. Ezra 2:61-
63

7:46

a See Neh. 3:26,
note

7:57

b Cp. 1 Kin. 9:21;
Ezra 2:55,58

NEHEMIAH 7:46–68 675
Immer, but they could not
identify their father’s house
nor their lineage, whether they
were of Israel:

62 the sons of Delaiah, the sons of
cTobiah, the sons of Nekoda,
six hundred and forty-two;

Priests without genealogy 
disqualified

63 and of the priests: the sons of
Habaiah, the sons of Koz,* the
sons of Barzillai, who took a
wife of the daughters of
Barzillai the Gileadite, and was
called by their name.

64 These sought their listing
among those who were
registered by genealogy, but it
was not found; therefore they
were excluded from the
priesthood as defiled.

65 And the governor* said to
them that they should not eat
of the most holy things till a
priest could consult with the
Urim and dThummim.

Total number of the remnant
66 Altogether the whole assembly

was forty-two thousand three
hundred and sixty,

67 besides their male and female
servants, of whom there were
seven thousand three hundred
and thirty-seven; and they had
two hundred and forty-five
men and women singers.

Their substance and gifts
68 Their horses were seven

hundred and thirty-six, their
*7:47 Spelled Siaha in Ezra 2:44
*7:48 Masoretic Text reads Lebanah.
* Masoretic Text reads Hogabah. * Or Shalmai,
or Shamlai *7:52 Spelled Nephusim in Ezra
2:50 *7:54 Spelled Bazluth in Ezra 2:52
*7:57 Spelled Peruda in Ezra 2:55
*7:59 Spelled Ami in Ezra 2:57 *7:61 Spelled
Addan in Ezra 2:59 *7:63 Or Hakkoz
*7:65 Hebrew Tirshatha

7:52 Nephishesim. Or Nephushesim.
7:61 identify. That is, prove.
7:65 Urim and Thummim. Urim and Thummim mean

lights and perfections. Some make these to be simply a col-
lective name for the stones of the breastplate, so that the to-
tal effect of the twelve stones is to manifest the lights and
the perfections of Him who is the antitype of the Aaronic

high priest. Compare Lev. 8:8. It would seem to be conclu-
sive that the Urim and the Thummim are additional to the
stones of the breastplate. In use the Urim and the Thum-
mim were connected, in some way not clearly expressed,
with the ascertainment of the divine will in particular cases
(Num. 27:21; Deut. 33:8; 1 Sam. 28:6; Ezra 2:63).



day, before the men and women
and those who could understand;
and the ears of all the people were
attentive to the Book of the Law.

4So Ezra the kscribe stood on a
platform of wood which they had
made for the purpose; and beside
him, at his right hand, stood Mat-
tithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Urijah, Hil-
kiah, and Maaseiah; and at his left
hand Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah,
Hashum, Hashbadana, Zechariah,
and Meshullam.

5And Ezra opened the book in the
sight of all the people, for he was
standing above all the people; and
when he opened it, all the people
stood up.

6And Ezra blessed the LORD, the
great God. Then all the people an-
swered, l“Amen, Amen!” while lift-
ing up their mhands. And they
bowed their heads and worshiped
the LORD with their faces to the
ground.

7Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Ja-
min, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah,
Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad,
Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites,
nhelped the people to understand
the Law; and the people ostood in
their place.

8So they read distinctly from the
book, in the Law of God; and they
gave the sense, and helped them to
understand the reading.

9And Nehemiah, who was the
pgovernor,* Ezra the priest and
scribe, and the Levites who taught
the people said to all the people,
“This qday is holy to the LORD your
God; do not rmourn nor weep.” For

mules two hundred and forty-
five,

69 their camels four hundred and
thirty-five, and donkeys six
thousand seven hundred and
twenty.

70 And some of the aheads of the
fathers’ houses gave to the
work. The governor* gave to
the treasury one thousand gold
bdrachmas, fifty basins, and
five hundred and thirty priestly
garments.

71 Some of the cheads of the
fathers’ houses gave to the
treasury of the work twenty
thousand gold ddrachmas, and
two thousand two hundred
silver minas.

72 And that which the rest of the
people gave was twenty
thousand gold edrachmas, two
thousand silver minas, and
sixty-seven priestly garments.

73So the priests, the Levites, the
gatekeepers, the singers, some of
the people, the Nethinim, and all Is-
rael dwelt in their cities.

When the seventh month came,
the children of Israel were in their
cities.

III. The Great Revival under Ezra,
8:1—10:39

The Law read and explained

8NOW all the people gathered to-
gether as one man in the open

square that was in front of the Wa-
ter Gate; and they told fEzra the
scribe to bring the gBook of the Law
of Moses, which the LORD had com-
manded Israel.

2So Ezra the priest hbrought the
Law before the assembly of men
and women and all who could hear
with understanding ion the first day
of the seventh month.

3Then he jread from it in the
open square that was in front of the
Water Gate from morning until mid-
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7:73; 8:2 seventh month. The time of the Feast of
Trumpets. This is the month of Tishri (or Ethanim) in the
Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of September–October. Also in 8:2. For more in-
formation on the Hebrew religious calendar, see the note
at Lev. 23:2.

8:1 PUBLIC READINGS OF 
THE BOOK OF THE LAW

Occasion Reference
Moses speaks to the people Exodus 20:22
Moses repeats the law Deuteronomy 5
Joshua reads the law Joshua 8:34
Joshua renews the covenant Joshua 24:25–26
Josiah reads the law 2 Kings 23:2; 

2 Chronicles 34:14–18
Jehoshaphat teaches the law 2 Chronicles 17:9; 19:8
Ezra reads the law Nehemiah 8



all the people wept, when they
heard the words of the Law.

10Then he said to them, “Go your
way, eat the fat, drink the sweet, and
send aportions to those for whom
nothing is prepared; for this day is
holy to our LORD. Do not sorrow, for
the joy of the LORD is your strength.”

11So the Levites quieted all the
people, saying, “Be still, for the day
is holy; do not be grieved.”

12And all the people went their
way to eat and drink, to send por-
tions and rejoice greatly, bbecause
they understood the words that
were declared to them.

Feast of Tabernacles restored
13Now on the second day the

heads of the fathers’ houses of all
the people, with the priests and Le-
vites, were gathered to Ezra the
scribe, in order to understand the
words of the Law.

14And they found written in the
Law, which the LORD had command-
ed by Moses, that the children of Is-
rael should dwell in booths during
the feast of the seventh month,

15and that they should announce
and proclaim in all their cities and
in Jerusalem, saying, “Go out to the
mountain, and bring olive branches,
branches of oil trees, myrtle branch-
es, palm branches, and branches of
leafy trees, to make booths, as it is
cwritten.”

16Then the people went out and
brought them and made themselves
booths, each one on the roof of his
house, or in their courtyards or the
courts of the house of God, and in
the open square of the Water Gate
and in the open square of the Gate
of Ephraim.

17So the whole assembly of those
who had returned from the captivity
made booths and sat under the
booths; for since the days of Joshua
the son of Nun until that day the
children of Israel had dnot done so.
And there was very egreat gladness.

18Also day by day, from the first
day until the last day, he read from
the Book of the Law of God. And
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they kept the feast fseven days; and
on the geighth day there was a sa-
cred assembly, according to the pre-
scribed manner.

People fast and repent

9NOW on the twenty-fourth day
of this hmonth the children of

Israel were assembled with fasting,
in sackcloth, and with dust on their
heads.*

2Then those of Israelite lineage
iseparated themselves from all for-
eigners; and they stood and jcon-
fessed their sins and the iniquities
of their fathers.

3And they stood up in their place
and kread from the Book of the Law
of the LORD their God for one-fourth
of the day; and for another fourth
they confessed and worshiped the
LORD their God.

Praise and confession of the Levites
4Then Jeshua, Bani, Kadmiel,

Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani,
and Chenani stood on the stairs of
the Levites and cried out with a
loud voice to the LORD their God.

5And the Levites, Jeshua, Kadmi-
el, Bani, Hashabniah, Sherebiah,
Hodijah, Shebaniah, and Pethahiah,
said:

“Stand up and lbless the LORD
your God

Forever and ever!

“Blessed be Your glorious name,
Which is exalted above all

blessing and praise!
6 You alone are the LORD;

You have made heaven,
The heaven of heavens, with all

their host,
The earth and everything on it,
The seas and all that is in them,
And You mpreserve them all.
The host of heaven worships

You.
7“You are the LORD God,

Who nchose Abram,
And brought him out of Ur of

the Chaldeans,
*9:1 Literally earth on them

8:17 since the days of Joshua. It is not meant that there
had not been some formal observance of the Feast of

Tabernacles (compare 2 Chr. 8:13; Ezra 3:4), but that the
people had not dwelt in booths since Joshua’s days.



To give them light on the road
Which they should travel.

13“You came down also on Mount
Sinai,

And spoke with them from
heaven,

And gave them just hordinances
and true laws,

Good statutes and
commandments.

14 You made known to them Your
holy iSabbath,

And commanded them
precepts, statutes and laws,

By the hand of Moses Your
servant.

15 You jgave them bread from
heaven for their hunger,

And brought them kwater out
of the rock for their thirst,

And ltold them to go in to
possess the land

Which You had sworn to give
them.

16“But they and our fathers acted
proudly,

Hardened their necks,
And did not heed Your

commandments.
17 They refused to obey,

And they were not mmindful of
Your wonders

That You did among them.
But they hardened their necks,
And in their rebellion*

They nappointed a leader
To return to their bondage.

And gave him the name
Abraham;

8 You found his heart afaithful
before You,

And made a bcovenant with him
To give the land of the

Canaanites,
The Hittites, the Amorites,
The Perizzites, the Jebusites,
And the Girgashites—
To give it to his descendants.
You have cperformed Your

words,
For You are righteous.

9“You dsaw the affliction of our
fathers in Egypt,

And heard their cry by the Red
Sea.

10 You showed esigns and
wonders against Pharaoh,

Against all his servants,
And against all the people of his

land.
For You knew that they acted

proudly against them.
So You made a name for

Yourself, as it is this day.
11 And You fdivided the sea before

them,
So that they went through the

midst of the sea on the dry
land;

And their persecutors You
threw into the deep,

As a stone into the mighty
waters.

12 Moreover You gled them by day
with a cloudy pillar,

And by night with a pillar of
fire,
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*9:17 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate;
Septuagint reads in Egypt.

Abram/Abraham: of a great multitude. A man chosen
by God to become the father of the great nation Israel.
God promised Abraham that he would have descen-
dants as numerous as the stars in the heavens. Abraham
was revered throughout generations for his great faith.

9:8 Hittites. Until the twentieth century the Hittites
were unknown apart from the Bible. This once puzzling
reference to them has, however, been illuminated by the
findings of archaeology. From Egyptian monuments (Tell
el-Amarna Tablets) and the Assyrian texts, it has been
shown that these were the Kheta or Hatti. Expeditions in
the first dozen years of this century have revealed that Bog-
haz-koi in Asia Minor (east of Ankara, Turkey) was the cap-
ital of the Hittite Empire. Periods of Hittite prominence:
about 2000–1800 B.C. and about 1400–1200 B.C.

9:14 made known. This important passage fixes beyond
all cavil the time when the Sabbath, God’s rest (Gen.

2:1–3), was given to man. Compare Ex. 20:8–11. In Ex.
31:13–17 the Sabbath is invested with the character of a
sign between the LORD and Israel. See Matt. 12:1, note.

Red Sea: The body of water that was miraculously di-
vided into two walls of water, thus allowing the Isra-
elites to cross the sea on dry ground after fleeing from
Egypt.

Pharaoh: the sun. The title for the rulers of Egypt.

Mount Sinai: The mountain of God upon which God
gave Moses the Ten Commandments.

Moses: saved from the water. The great leader of the
Israelites who led them out of slavery in Egypt to the
Promised Land.



But You are God,
Ready to pardon,
Gracious and merciful,
Slow to anger,
Abundant in akindness,
And did not forsake them.

18“Even bwhen they made a
molded calf for themselves,

And said, ‘This is your god
That brought you up out of

Egypt,’
And worked great provocations,

19 Yet in Your manifold mercies
You did not forsake them in the

wilderness.
The cpillar of the cloud did not

depart from them by day,
To lead them on the road;
Nor the pillar of fire by night,
To show them light,
And the way they should go.

20 You also dgave Your good eSpirit
to instruct them,

And did not withhold Your
fmanna from their mouth,

And gave them water for their
thirst.

21 Forty years You sustained them
in the wilderness;

They lacked gnothing;
Their hclothes did not wear out
And their feet did not swell.

22“Moreover You gave them
kingdoms and nations,

And divided them into districts.*
So they took ipossession of the

land of Sihon,
The land of* the king of

Heshbon,
And the land of Og king of

Bashan.
23 You also multiplied their

children as the jstars of
heaven,

And brought them into the land
Which You had told their fathers
To go in and possess.

24 So the people kwent in
And possessed the land;
You lsubdued before them the

inhabitants of the land,
The Canaanites,

9:25

m Cp. Deut. 3:5

n Deut. 6:11;
Josh. 24:13

9:26

o Judg. 2:11

p 1 Kin. 14:9

q 1 Kin. 18:4;
19:10; Matt.
23:37; Acts 7:52

9:27

r Judg. 2:18

9:28

s Ps. 106:43

9:17

a Ex. 34:6-7; Mic.
7:18

9:18

b Ex. 32:1-14

9:19

c Ex. 13:20-22;
1 Cor. 10:1

9:20

d Num. 11:17

e Holy Spirit (OT):
v. 20; Neh.
9:30. (Gen. 1:2;
Zech. 12:10,
note)

f Ex. 16:14-16;
cp. John 6:22-
60

9:21

g Deut. 2:7

h Deut. 29:5

9:22

i Num. 21:21-35

9:23

j Gen. 22:17;
Heb. 11:12

9:24

k Josh. 1:2-4

l Josh. 18:1
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And gave them into their hands,
With their kings
And the people of the land,
That they might do with them

as they wished.
25 And they took strong mcities

and a rich land,
And possessed houses full of all

goods,
Cisterns already dug, vineyards,

olive groves,
And fruit trees in nabundance.
So they ate and were filled and

grew fat,
And delighted themselves in

Your great goodness.
26“Nevertheless they were

odisobedient
And rebelled against You,
Cast Your law behind their

pbacks
And qkilled Your prophets, who

testified against them
To turn them to Yourself;
And they worked great

provocations.
27 Therefore You delivered them

into the hand of their
enemies,

Who oppressed them;
And in the time of their trouble,

rWhen they cried to You,
You heard from heaven;
And according to Your

abundant mercies
You gave them deliverers who

saved them
From the hand of their

enemies.
28“But after they had rest,

They again did evil before You.
Therefore You left them in the

hand of their enemies,
So that they had dominion over

them;
Yet when they returned and

cried out to You,
You heard from heaven;
And smany times You delivered

them according to Your
mercies,

29 And testified against them,
That You might bring them

back to Your law.
Yet they acted proudly,

*9:22 Literally corners * Following Masoretic
Text and Vulgate; Septuagint omits The land of.

Og: circle. An Amorite and the last of the giants of
Rephaim. He was the king of Bashan who was defeat-
ed by Moses; a victory that was recalled and celebrat-
ed throughout Israel’s history.



Or in the large and rich land
which You set before them;

Nor did they turn from their
wicked works.

36“Here we are, fservants today!
And the land that You gave to

our fathers,
To eat its fruit and its bounty,
Here we are, servants in it!

37 And it yields much increase to
the kings

You have set over us,
Because of our sins;
Also they have dominion over

our bodies and our cattle
At their pleasure;
And we are in great distress.

A covenant made and signed
38“And because of all this,

We make a sure covenant and
write it;

Our leaders, our Levites, and
our priests gseal it.”

Signers and terms of the covenant

10NOW those who hplaced
their seal on the document

were:
Nehemiah the governor, the son

of Hacaliah, and Zedekiah,
2 iSeraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah,
3Pashhur, Amariah, Malchijah,
4Hattush, Shebaniah, Malluch,
5Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah,
6Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch,
7Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin,
8Maaziah, Bilgai, and Shemaiah.

These were the priests.
9The Levites: Jeshua the son of

Azaniah, Binnui of the sons of Hen-
adad, and Kadmiel.

10Their brethren: Shebaniah,
Hodijah, Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan,

11Micha, Rehob, Hashabiah,
12Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah,
13Hodijah, Bani, and Beninu.
14The leaders of the people: Pa-

rosh, Pahath-Moab, Elam, Zattu,
Bani,

15Bunni, Azgad, Bebai,
16Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin,
17Ater, Hezekiah, Azzur,
18Hodijah, Hashum, Bezai,
19Hariph, Anathoth, Nebai,

And did not heed Your
commandments,

But sinned against Your
a judgments,

‘Which if a man does, he shall
live by them.’

And they shrugged their
shoulders,

Stiffened their necks,
And would not hear.

30 Yet for many years You had
patience with them,

And testified against them by
Your bSpirit in Your
prophets.

Yet they would not clisten;
Therefore You gave them into

the hand of the peoples of
the lands.

31 Nevertheless in Your great
mercy

You did not dutterly consume
them nor forsake them;

For You are God, gracious and
merciful.

32“Now therefore, our God,
The great, the mighty, and

awesome God,
Who keeps covenant and mercy:
Do not let all the trouble seem

small before You
That has come upon us,
Our kings and our princes,
Our priests and our prophets,
Our fathers and on all Your

people,
eFrom the days of the kings of

Assyria until this day.
33 However You are just in all that

has befallen us;
For You have dealt faithfully,
But we have done wickedly.

34 Neither our kings nor our
princes,

Our priests nor our fathers,
Have kept Your law,
Nor heeded Your

commandments and Your
testimonies,

With which You testified
against them.

35 For they have not served You in
their kingdom,

Or in the many good things
that You gave them,

9:36

f Deut. 28:48;
Ezra 9:9

9:38

g Neh. 10:1

10:1

h Neh. 9:38

10:2

i vv. 2-27; cp.
Neh. 12:2-21

9:29

a Lev. 18:5

9:30

b Holy Spirit (OT):
v. 30; Job 26:13.
(Gen. 1:2; Zech.
12:10, note)

c 2 Kin. 17:13-18;
2 Chr. 36:11-20

9:31

d Rom. 11:2

9:32

e 2 Kin. 15:19
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9:29 shrugged their shoulders. Literally gave a stubborn shoulder.



20Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir,
21Meshezabel, Zadok, Jaddua,
22Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah,
23Hoshea, Hananiah, Hasshub,
24Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek,
25Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah,
26Ahijah, Hanan, Anan,
27Malluch, Harim, and Baanah.
28Now the rest of the people—

the priests, the Levites, the gate-
keepers, the singers, the aNethinim,
and all those who had bseparated
themselves from the peoples of the
lands to the Law of God, their
wives, their sons, and their daugh-
ters, everyone who had knowledge
and understanding—

29these joined with their
brethren, their nobles, and entered
into a curse and an oath to walk in
God’s Law, which was given by Mo-
ses the servant of God, and to ob-
serve and do all the commandments
of the LORD our Lord, and His cordi-
nances and His statutes:

30We would not give our daugh-
ters as wives to the peoples of the
land, nor take their daughters for
our sons;

31 if the peoples of the land
brought wares or any grain to sell
on the dSabbath day, we would not
buy it from them on the Sabbath, or
on a holy day; and we would forego
the eseventh year’s produce and the
exacting of every fdebt.

32Also we made ordinances for
ourselves, to exact from ourselves
yearly gone-third of a hshekel for the
service of the house of our God:

33for the showbread, for the regu-
lar grain offering, for the regular
burnt offering of the Sabbaths, the

10:34

i Neh. 13:31

10:35

j Ex. 23:19;
34:26; Deut.
26:1-2

10:36

k Ex. 13:1-15;
Lev. 27:26-27

10:37

l Lev. 27:30; Mal.
3:10

10:38

m Num. 18:26

10:28

a See Neh. 3:26,
note

b Neh. 9:2; 13:3

10:29

c Cp. Ex. 34:16;
Deut. 7:2-3;
Ezra 10:2

10:31

d Ex. 20:9-10

e Lev. 25:4; Jer.
34:14

f Deut. 15:1-2

10:32

g Ex. 30:11-16;
38:25-26; 2 Chr.
24:6,9; Matt.
17:24

h See Coinage
(OT), Ex. 30:13,
note
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New Moons, and the set feasts; for
the holy things, for the sin offerings
to make atonement for Israel, and all
the work of the house of our God.

34We cast lots among the priests,
the Levites, and the people, for
bringing the iwood offering into the
house of our God, according to our
fathers’ houses, at the appointed
times year by year, to burn on the
altar of the LORD our God as it is
written in the Law.

35And we made ordinances to
bring the jfirstfruits of our ground
and the firstfruits of all fruit of all
trees, year by year, to the house of
the LORD;

36to bring the k firstborn of our
sons and our cattle, as it is written
in the Law, and the firstborn of our
herds and our flocks, to the house of
our God, to the priests who minis-
ter in the house of our God;

37to bring the firstfruits of our
dough, our offerings, the fruit from
all kinds of trees, the new wine and
oil, to the priests, to the storerooms
of the house of our God; and to
bring the ltithes of our land to the
Levites, for the Levites should re-
ceive the tithes in all our farming
communities.

38And the priest, the descendant
of Aaron, shall be with the Levites
when the Levites receive tithes; and
the Levites shall bring up a mtenth
of the tithes to the house of our
God, to the rooms of the storehouse.

39For the children of Israel and
the children of Levi shall bring the
offering of the grain, of the new
wine and the oil, to the storerooms
where the articles of the sanctuary

10:33 showbread. “The showbread,” a type of Christ,
the Bread of God, nourisher of the Christian’s life as a be-
liever-priest (1 Pet. 2:9; Rev. 1:6). In John 6:33–58 our Lord
has more in mind the manna, that food which “comes
down from heaven”; but all typical meanings of bread are
there gathered into His words. The manna is the life-giving
Christ; the showbread, the life-sustaining Christ. The show-
bread typifies Christ as the “grain of wheat” (John 12:24)
ground in the mill of suffering (John 12:27) and brought
into the fire of judgment (John 12:31–33). We, as priests,
by faith feed upon Him as having undergone that in our
stead and for our sakes. We are fed by meditation upon
Christ, as in Heb. 12:2–3. atonement. Hebrew kaphar, to
propitiate, to atone for sin. According to Scripture the sac-

rifice of the law only covered the offerer’s sin and secured
the divine forgiveness. The OT sacrifices never removed
man’s sin; it was “not possible that the blood of bulls and
goats could take away sins” (Heb. 10:4). The Israelite’s of-
fering implied confession of sin and recognized its due
penalty as death; and God passed over his sin in anticipa-
tion of Christ’s sacrifice which did, finally, put away those
“sins that were previously committed” [in OT times] (Heb.
9:15,26; Rom. 3:25, note). See Gen. 4:4; with marginal
ref., Sacrifice, and Lev. 16:6, note.

Aaron: light. Moses’ brother who helped Moses speak
in the presence of Pharaoh. He became the first high
priest of Israel.



tub, was the leader of the house of
God.

12Their brethren who did the
work of the house were eight hun-
dred and twenty-two; and Adaiah
the son of Jeroham, the son of Pela-
liah, the son of Amzi, the son of
Zechariah, the son of Pashhur, the
son of Malchijah,

13and his brethren, gheads of the
fathers’ houses, were two hundred
and forty-two; and Amashai the son
of Azarel, the son of Ahzai, the son
of Meshillemoth, the son of Immer,

14and their brethren, mighty men
of valor, were one hundred and
twenty-eight. Their overseer was
Zabdiel the son of one of the great
men.*

15Also of the Levites: Shemaiah
the son of Hasshub, the son of Azri-
kam, the son of Hashabiah, the son
of Bunni;

16hShabbethai and i Jozabad, of
the heads of the Levites, had the
oversight of the business joutside of
the house of God;

17Mattaniah the son of Micha,*
the son of Zabdi, the son of Asaph,
the leader who began the thanksgiv-
ing with prayer; Bakbukiah, the sec-
ond among his brethren; and Abda
the son of Shammua, the son of Ga-
lal, the son of Jeduthun.

18All the Levites in the holy city
were two hundred and eighty-four.

19Moreover the gatekeepers, Ak-
kub, Talmon, and their brethren
who kept the gates, were one hun-
dred and seventy-two.

Those dwelling in other cities
20And the rest of Israel, of the

priests and Levites, were in all the
cities of Judah, everyone in his in-
heritance.

21But the kNethinim dwelt in
Ophel. And Ziha and Gishpa were
over the Nethinim.

22Also the overseer of the Levites
at Jerusalem was Uzzi the son of
Bani, the son of Hashabiah, the son
of Mattaniah, the son of Micha, of
the sons of Asaph, the singers in
charge of the service of the house
of God.

are, where the priests who minister
and the gatekeepers and the singers
are; and we will not aneglect the
house of our God.

IV. Conditions Prevailing in
Palestine after a Remnant Had Been
Living There for Nearly 100 Years,

11:1—13:31

Those dwelling at Jerusalem

11NOW the leaders of the peo-
ple dwelt at Jerusalem; the

rest of the people cast lots to bring
one out of ten to dwell in b Jeru-
salem, the choly city, and nine-
tenths were to dwell in other cities.

2And the people blessed all the
men who dwillingly offered them-
selves to dwell at Jerusalem.

3eThese are the heads of the prov-
ince who dwelt in Jerusalem. (But
in the cities of Judah everyone
dwelt in his own possession in their
cities—Israelites, priests, Levites,
fNethinim, and descendants of Solo-
mon’s servants.)

4Also in Jerusalem dwelt some of
the children of Judah and of the
children of Benjamin.

The children of Judah: Athaiah
the son of Uzziah, the son of
Zechariah, the son of Amariah, the
son of Shephatiah, the son of Maha-
lalel, of the children of Perez;

5and Maaseiah the son of Baruch,
the son of Col-Hozeh, the son of Ha-
zaiah, the son of Adaiah, the son of
Joiarib, the son of Zechariah, the
son of Shiloni.

6All the sons of Perez who dwelt
at Jerusalem were four hundred and
sixty-eight valiant men.

7And these are the sons of Benja-
min: Sallu the son of Meshullam, the
son of Joed, the son of Pedaiah, the
son of Kolaiah, the son of Maaseiah,
the son of Ithiel, the son of Jeshaiah;

8and after him Gabbai and Sallai,
nine hundred and twenty-eight.

9Joel the son of Zichri was their
overseer, and Judah the son of Senu-
ah* was second over the city.

10Of the priests: Jedaiah the son
of Joiarib, and Jachin;

11Seraiah the son of Hilkiah, the
son of Meshullam, the son of Zadok,
the son of Meraioth, the son of Ahi-
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g Neh. 7:70,71;
8:13;
12:12,22,23

11:16

h Ezra 10:15

i Ezra 8:33

j 1 Chr. 26:29

11:21

k See Neh. 3:26,
note
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b Cp. 1 Chr. 9:3

c v. 18; Matt. 4:5;
5:35; cp. Rev.
21:2
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d Judg. 5:9; 2 Chr.
17:16
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e vv. 3-22; cp.
1 Chr. 9:2-22

f See Neh. 3:26,
note
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*11:9 Or Hassenuah *11:14 Or the son of
Haggedolim *11:17 Or Michah



23For it was the king’s acommand
concerning them that a certain por-
tion should be for the singers, ba
quota day by day.

24Pethahiah the son of Meshez-
abel, of the children of Zerah the
son of Judah, was the king’s deputy*

in all matters concerning the people.
25And as for the villages with

their fields, some of the children of
Judah dwelt in cKirjath Arba and its
villages, Dibon and its villages, Je-
kabzeel and its villages;

26in Jeshua, Moladah, Beth Pelet,
27Hazar Shual, and Beersheba and

its villages;
28in Ziklag and Meconah and its

villages;
29in En Rimmon, Zorah, Jarmuth,
30Zanoah, Adullam, and their vil-

lages; in Lachish and its fields; in
Azekah and its villages. They dwelt
from Beersheba to the Valley of Hin-
nom.

31Also the children of Benjamin
from Geba dwelt in Michmash, Aija,
and Bethel, and their villages;

32in Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah;
33in Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim;
34in Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat;
35in Lod, Ono, and the Valley of

Craftsmen.
36Some of the Judean divisions of

Levites were in Benjamin.

Priests and Levites who returned
to Jerusalem with Zerubbabel

12NOW dthese are the priests
and the Levites who came up

with eZerubbabel the son of
Shealtiel, and Jeshua: fSeraiah, Jere-
miah, Ezra,

2Amariah, Malluch, Hattush,
3Shechaniah, Rehum, Meremoth,
4Iddo, Ginnethoi,* Abijah,
5Mijamin, Maadiah, Bilgah,
6Shemaiah, Joiarib, Jedaiah,
7Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, and Jeda-

iah.
These were the heads of the

priests and their brethren in the
days of Jeshua.

8Moreover the Levites were Jesh-
ua, Binnui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Ju-
dah, and gMattaniah who led the

12:12

h Neh. 7:70,71;
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thanksgiving psalms, he and his
brethren.

9Also Bakbukiah and Unni, their
brethren, stood across from them in
their duties.

Genealogy of the priests
10Jeshua begot Joiakim, Joiakim

begot Eliashib, Eliashib begot Joiada,
11Joiada begot Jonathan, and Jona-

than begot Jaddua.
12Now in the days of Joiakim, the

priests, the hheads of the fathers’
houses were: of Seraiah, Meraiah;
of Jeremiah, Hananiah;

13of Ezra, Meshullam; of Amari-
ah, Jehohanan;

14of Melichu,* Jonathan; of Sheba-
niah,* Joseph;

15of Harim,* Adna; of Meraioth,*
Helkai;

16of Iddo, Zechariah; of Ginne-
thon, Meshullam;

17of Abijah, Zichri; the son of
Minjamin;* of Moadiah,* Piltai;

18of Bilgah, Shammua; of Shema-
iah, Jehonathan;

19of Joiarib, Mattenai; of Jedaiah,
Uzzi;

20of Sallai,* Kallai; of Amok, Eber;
21of Hilkiah, Hashabiah; and of Je-

daiah, Nethanel.

The chief Levites
22During the reign of Darius the

Persian, a irecord was also kept of
the Levites and priests who had
been jheads of their fathers’ houses
in the days of Eliashib, Joiada, Joha-
nan, and Jaddua.

23The sons of Levi, the kheads of
the fathers’ houses until the days of
Johanan the son of Eliashib, were
lwritten in the book of the chroni-
cles.

24And the heads of the Levites
were Hashabiah, Sherebiah, and
Jeshua the son of Kadmiel, with
their brothers across from them, to
mpraise and give thanks, group alter-
nating with group, naccording to the
command of David the man of God.
*11:24 Literally at the king’s hand *12:4 Or
Ginnethon (compare verse 16) *12:14 Or
Malluch (compare verse 2) * Or Shechaniah
(compare verse 3) *12:15 Or Rehum (compare
verse 3) * Or Meremoth (compare verse 3)
*12:17 Or Mijamin (compare verse 5) * Or
Maadiah (compare verse 5) *12:20 Or Sallu
(compare verse 7)

Darius: governor. A king of Persia who had the names
of the Jewish priests recorded.



37By the hFountain Gate, in front
of them, they went up the istairs of
the jCity of David, on the stairway of
the wall, beyond the house of David,
as far as the kWater Gate eastward.

38The other thanksgiving choir
went the opposite way, and I was be-
hind them with half of the people on
the wall, going past the lTower of
the Ovens as far as the mBroad Wall,

39and above the Gate of Ephraim,
above the Old Gate, above the Fish
Gate, the Tower of Hananel, the
Tower of the Hundred, as far as the
Sheep Gate; and they stopped by
the Gate of the Prison.

40So the two thanksgiving choirs
stood in the house of God, likewise
I and the half of the rulers with me;

41and the priests, Eliakim, Maase-
iah, Minjamin,* Michaiah, Elioenai,
Zechariah, and Hananiah, with
trumpets;

42also Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Elea-
zar, Uzzi, Jehohanan, Malchijah,
Elam, and Ezer. The singers sang
loudly with Jezrahiah the director.

43Also that day they offered great
sacrifices, and rejoiced, for God had
made them rejoice with great joy;
the women and the children also re-
joiced, so that the joy of Jerusalem
was heard nafar off.

Temple procedures restored
44And at the same time some

were appointed over the rooms of
the storehouse for the offerings, the
firstfruits, and the otithes, to gather
into them from the fields of the cit-
ies the portions specified by the
Law for the priests and Levites; for
Judah rejoiced over the priests and
Levites who ministered.

45Both the singers and the gate-
keepers kept the charge of their
God and the charge of the purifica-
tion, according to the pcommand of
David and Solomon his son.

46For in the days of David and

25Mattaniah, Bakbukiah, Obadiah,
Meshullam, Talmon, and Akkub
were gatekeepers keeping the watch
at the storerooms of the gates.

26These lived in the days of Joia-
kim the son of Jeshua, the son of
Jozadak,* and in the days of Nehe-
miah the governor, and of Ezra the
priest, the scribe.

Dedication of the wall
27Now at the dedication of the

awall of Jerusalem they sought out
the Levites in all their places, to
bring them to Jerusalem to celebrate
the dedication with gladness, both
with thanksgivings and singing, with
cymbals and stringed instruments
and harps.

28And the sons of the singers
gathered together from the country-
side around Jerusalem, from the
bvillages of the Netophathites,

29from the house of Gilgal, and
from the fields of Geba and Azma-
veth; for the singers had built them-
selves villages all around Jerusalem.

30Then the priests and Levites
cpurified themselves, and purified
the people, the gates, and the wall.

31So I brought the leaders of Ju-
dah up on the wall, and appointed
two large thanksgiving choirs. One
went to the right hand on the wall
toward the dRefuse Gate.

32After them went Hoshaiah and
half of the leaders of Judah,

33and Azariah, Ezra, Meshullam,
34Judah, Benjamin, Shemaiah, Jer-

emiah,
35and some of the priests’ sons

with trumpets—Zechariah the son
of Jonathan, the son of Shemaiah,
the son of Mattaniah, the son of
Michaiah, the son of Zaccur, the son
of Asaph,

36and his brethren, Shemaiah,
Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Ne-
thanel, Judah, and Hanani, ewith
the musical f instruments of David
the man of God. Ezra the gscribe
went before them.
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*12:26 Spelled Jehozadak in 1 Chronicles 6:14
*12:41 Or Mijamin (compare verse 5)

Asaph: collector. A Levite, musical composer, and the
leader of David’s choir.

12:46 songs of praise. Music is a vital factor in the wor-
ship in both the OT and NT. The new song of praise and joy

which God puts in the mouths of His people (Ps. 40:3) is
Spirit-born (Eph. 5:18–19). Music also expresses confession
(e.g. Ps. 32; 51) and comfort in sorrow (e.g. Ps. 27). For the
music of public praise, Scripture stresses a high standard of
skill (1 Chr. 15:22; compare 15:16—16:43; 25:1–7).



aAsaph of old there were chiefs of
the singers, and songs of praise and
thanksgiving to God.

47In the days of Zerubbabel and
in the days of Nehemiah all Israel
gave the portions for the singers
and the gatekeepers, a portion for
beach day. They also cconsecrated
holy things for the Levites, and the
Levites consecrated them for the
children of Aaron.

The Book of Moses read;
separation from mixed multitude

13ON that day they dread from
the eBook of Moses in the

hearing of the people, and in it was
found written that no Ammonite or
Moabite should ever come into the
assembly of God,

2because they had not met the
children of Israel with bread and wa-
ter, but hired fBalaam against them
to curse them. However, our God
turned the curse into a blessing.

3So it was, when they had heard
the Law, that they ghseparated all
the imixed multitude from Israel.

Tobiah repudiated and the
temple cleansed

4Now before this, jEliashib the
priest, having authority over the
kstorerooms of the house of our
God, was allied with lTobiah.

5And he had prepared for him a
large room, where previously they
had stored the grain offerings, the
frankincense, the articles, the tithes
of grain, the new wine and oil,
which were commanded to be giv-
en to the Levites and singers and
gatekeepers, and the offerings for
the priests.

6But during all this I was not in
Jerusalem, for in the mthirty-second
year of Artaxerxes king of Babylon I
had returned to the king. Then after
certain days I obtained leave from
the king,

7and I came to Jerusalem and dis-
covered the evil that Eliashib had
done for nTobiah, in preparing a
room for him in the courts of the
house of God.
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8And it grieved me bitterly; there-

fore I threw all the household goods
of Tobiah out of the room.

9Then I commanded them to
cleanse the rooms; and I brought
back into them the articles of the
house of God, with the grain offer-
ing and the frankincense.

Proper provision made for
Levites and singers

10I also realized that the oportions
for the Levites had pnot been given
them; for each of the Levites and
the singers who did the work had
gone back to his field.

11So I qcontended with the rulers,
and said, “Why is the house of God
rforsaken?” And I gathered them to-
gether and set them in their place.

12Then all Judah brought the tithe
of the grain and the new wine and
the oil to the storehouse.

13And I appointed as treasurers
over the storehouse Shelemiah the
priest and Zadok the scribe, and of
the Levites, Pedaiah; and next to
them was Hanan the son of Zaccur,
the son of Mattaniah; for they were
considered sfaithful, and their task
was to distribute to their brethren.

14 tRemember me, O my God,
concerning this, and do not wipe
out my good deeds that I have done
for the house of my God, and for its
services!

Sabbath rest restored
15In those days I saw people in

Judah treading wine presses on the
uSabbath, and bringing in sheaves,
and loading donkeys with wine,
grapes, figs, and all kinds of bur-
dens, which they brought into
Jerusalem on the vSabbath day. And
I warned them about the day on
which they were selling provisions.

16Men of Tyre dwelt there also,
who brought in fish and all kinds of
goods, and sold them on the Sab-
bath to the children of Judah, and
in Jerusalem.

17Then I contended with the no-
bles of Judah, and said to them,
“What evil thing is this that you do,

Balaam: destruction. A prophet hired by the king of
Moab to curse Israel.

Tyre: An ancient Phoenician seaport on the Mediter-
ranean Sea, located northwest of Palestine.



the language of Ashdod, and could
not speak the language of Judah, but
spoke according to the language of
one or the other people.

25So I gcontended with them and
cursed them, struck some of them
and pulled out their hair, and made
them swear by God, saying, “You
shall not give your daughters as
wives to their sons, nor take their
daughters for your sons or your-
selves.

26“Did not hSolomon king of Isra-
el sin by these things? Yet among
many nations there was no king like
him, who was beloved of his God;
and God made him king over all Is-
rael. Nevertheless pagan women
caused ieven him to sin.

27“Should we then hear of your
doing all this great evil, transgress-
ing against our God by marrying pa-
gan women?”

28And one of the jsons of Joiada,
the son of Eliashib the high priest,
was a son-in-law of kSanballat the
Horonite; therefore I drove him
from me.

29Remember them, O my God,
lbecause they have defiled the
priesthood and the covenant of the
priesthood and the Levites.

30Thus I cleansed them of every-
thing pagan. I also assigned duties
to the priests and the Levites, each
to his service,

31and to bringing the mwood of-
fering and the firstfruits at appoint-
ed times.

Remember me, O my God, for
good!

by which you profane the Sabbath
day?

18“Did not your fathers do thus,
and did not our God bring all this
disaster on us and on this city? Yet
you bring aadded wrath on Israel by
profaning the Sabbath.”

19So it was, at the gates of Jeru-
salem, as it began to be dark before
the Sabbath, that I commanded the
gates to be bshut, and charged that
they must not be opened till after
the Sabbath. Then I posted some of
my servants at the gates, so that no
burdens would be brought in on the
Sabbath day.

20Now the merchants and sellers
of all kinds of wares lodged outside
Jerusalem once or twice.

21Then I warned them, and said
to them, “Why do you spend the
night around the wall? If you do so
again, I will lay hands on you!”
From that time on they came no
more on the Sabbath.

22And I commanded the Levites
c that they should cleanse them-
selves, and that they should go and
guard the gates, to sanctify the Sab-
bath day.

dRemember me, O my God, con-
cerning this also, and spare me ac-
cording to the greatness of Your
mercy!

Law against intermarriage
with other peoples enforced

23In those days I also saw Jews
who had emarried women of fAsh-
dod, Ammon, and Moab.

24And half of their children spoke
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13:19 NEHEMIAH’S ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Examines the broken walls of Jerusalem Nehemiah 2:11–15
Gathers Jews to support the rebuilding Nehemiah 2:16–18
Assigns sections to be rebuilt Nehemiah 3
Arms the workers in case of attack Nehemiah 4:13
Gets officials and nobles to cancel debts of the poor Nehemiah 5:1–13
Completes the rebuilding of the walls Nehemiah 6:15–16
Reviews genealogies of the returned exiles Nehemiah 7
Resettles part of the population into Jerusalem Nehemiah 11
Confronts the people about their sins Nehemiah 13
Reinstates use of the tithe Nehemiah 13:12–13
Reinstates Sabbath observance Nehemiah 13:15–22
Rebukes those who married foreigners Nehemiah 13:23–27



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Unknown God’s Providential Care 5th Cent. B.C.

Background
Esther, which closes the historical section of the Old Testament, records events that occurred when the Jews were cap-
tives in Persia. Esther (the name means star) was a Jewish maiden who, as queen of Persia, was used to deliver her peo-
ple from massacre. The king, called Ahasuerus in this book, was Xerxes, who reigned 486–465 B.C. (cp. Ezra 4:3–6, and
note at v. 3).

The name of God is never mentioned in Esther, nor is there any allusion to the book in the New Testament, but in no
other portion of the Bible is God’s providential care of His people more evident.

Outline
The book may be divided as follows:
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A. The Feasts of King Ahasuerus in the Citadel of Shushan 1:1–29
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for the women in the royal palace
which belonged to King Ahasuerus.

Vashti deposed
10On the seventh day, when the

heart of the king was imerry with
wine, he commanded Mehuman,
Biztha, jHarbona, Bigtha, Abagtha,
Zethar, and Carcas, seven eunuchs
who served in the presence of King
Ahasuerus,

11to bring Queen Vashti before
the king, wearing her royal crown,
in order to show her beauty to the
people and the officials, for she was
beautiful to behold.

12But Queen Vashti refused to
come at the king’s command
brought by his eunuchs; therefore
the king was furious, and his anger
burned within him.

13Then the king said to the wise
men who kunderstood the times
(for this was the king’s manner to-
ward all who knew law and justice,

14those closest to him being Car-
shena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish,
Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the
lseven princes of Persia and Media,
mwho had access to the king’s pres-
ence, and who ranked highest in
the kingdom):

15“What shall we do to Queen
Vashti, according to law, because
she did not obey the command of
King Ahasuerus brought to her by
the eunuchs?”

16And Memucan answered before
the king and the princes: “Queen
Vashti has not only wronged the
king, but also all the princes, and all
the people who are in all the
provinces of King Ahasuerus.

17“For the queen’s behavior will
become known to all women, so
that they will despise their hus-
bands in their eyes, when they re-
port, ‘King Ahasuerus commanded

I. Esther Chosen Queen,
1:1—2:18

The feasts of King Ahasuerus
in Shushan the citadel

1NOW it came to pass in the days
of Ahasuerus (this was the Aha-

suerus who reigned aover one hun-
dred and twenty-seven provinces,
from bIndia to Ethiopia),

2in those days when King Ahasu-
erus csat on the throne of his king-
dom, which was in dShushan* the
citadel,

3that in the third year of his reign
he emade a feast for all his officials
and servants—the powers of Persia
and Media, the nobles, and the
princes of the provinces being be-
fore him—

4when he showed the riches of
his glorious kingdom and the splen-
dor of his excellent majesty for
many days, one hundred and eighty
days in all.

5And when these days were com-
pleted, the king made a feast lasting
seven days for all the people who
were present in Shushan the citadel,
from great to small, in the court of
the fgarden of the king’s palace.

6There were white and blue linen
curtains fastened with cords of fine
linen and purple on silver rods and
marble pillars; and the gcouches
were of gold and silver on a mosaic
pavement of alabaster, turquoise,
and white and black marble.

7And they served drinks in gold-
en vessels, each vessel being differ-
ent from the other, with royal wine
in abundance, haccording to the
generosity of the king.

8In accordance with the law, the
drinking was not compulsory; for so
the king had ordered all the officers
of his household, that they should
do according to each man’s pleasure.

9Queen Vashti also made a feast
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*1:2 Or Susa, and so throughout this book

1:1 it came to pass. Aproximately 485 B.C. Ahasuerus.
Xerxes. Ezra 4:6; see Ezra 4:3, note.

1:7 generosity. Literally hand.

Shushan: the capital of the Persian Empire. Also called
Susa.

King Ahasuerus: The king of the Persian Empire who
divorced Vashti and married Esther.

Queen Vashti: beautiful. The queen of King Ahas-
uerus in Persia who displeased him and thus was re-
placed by Esther.



Queen Vashti to be brought in be-
fore him, but she did not come.’

18“This very day the noble ladies
of Persia and Media will say to all
the king’s officials that they have
heard of the behavior of the queen.
Thus there will be excessive con-
tempt and wrath.

19“If it pleases the king, let a royal
decree go out from him, and let it be
recorded in the laws of the Persians
and the Medes, so that it will anot
be altered, that Vashti shall come no
more before King Ahasuerus; and let
the king give her royal position to an-
other who is better than she.

20“When the king’s decree which
he will make is proclaimed through-
out all his empire (for it is great), all
wives will bhonor their husbands,
both great and small.”

21And the reply pleased the king
and the princes, and the king did ac-
cording to the word of Memucan.

22Then he sent letters to all the
king’s provinces, cto each province
in its own script, and to every peo-
ple in their own language, that each
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man should be master in his own
house, and speak in the language of
his own people.

Vashti’s successor sought

2AFTER these things, when the
wrath of King Ahasuerus dsub-

sided, he remembered Vashti, what
she had done, and ewhat had been
decreed against her.

2Then the king’s servants who at-
tended him said: “Let beautiful
young virgins be sought for the king;

3“and let the king appoint officers
in all the provinces of his kingdom,
that they may gather all the beautiful
young virgins to Shushan the citadel,
into the women’s quarters, under the
custody of Hegai* the king’s eunuch,
custodian of the women. And let
fbeauty preparations be given them.

4“Then let the young woman
who pleases the king be queen in-
stead of Vashti.” This thing pleased
the king, and he did so.

5In Shushan the citadel there was
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woman went to the king, and she
was given whatever she desired to
take with her from the women’s
quarters to the king’s palace.

14In the evening she went, and in
the morning she returned to the
second house of the women, to the
custody of Shaashgaz, the king’s eu-
nuch who kept the concubines. She
would not go in to the king again
unless the king delighted in her and
icalled for her by name.

Esther becomes queen
15Now when the turn came for

Esther the jdaughter of Abihail the
uncle of Mordecai, who had taken
her as his daughter, to go in to the
king, she requested nothing but
what Hegai the king’s eunuch, the
custodian of the women, advised.
And Esther kobtained favor in the
sight of all who saw her.

16So Esther was taken to King
Ahasuerus, into his royal palace, in
the tenth month, which is the
month of Tebeth, in the seventh
year of his reign.

17The king loved Esther more
than all the other women, and she
obtained grace and favor in his sight
more than all the virgins; so he set
the royal lcrown upon her head and
made her queen instead of Vashti.

18Then the king mmade a great
feast, the Feast of Esther, for all his
officials and servants; and he pro-
claimed a holiday in the provinces
and gave gifts naccording to the gen-
erosity of a king.

II. Esther’s Deliverance of Her
People, the Jews, 2:19—7:10

19When virgins were gathered to-
gether a second time, Mordecai sat
within the oking’s gate.

20Now Esther had not revealed her
family and her people, just as Morde-
cai had pcharged her, for Esther

a certain Jew whose name was Mor-
decai the son of Jair, the son of Shim-
ei, the son of aKish, a Benjamite.

6bKish* had been carried away
from Jerusalem with the captives
who had been captured with Jeconi-
ah king of Judah, whom Nebuchad-
nezzar the king of Babylon had car-
ried away.

7And Mordecai had cbrought up
Hadassah, that is, Esther, his uncle’s
ddaughter, for she had neither fa-
ther nor mother. The young woman
was lovely and beautiful. When her
father and mother died, Mordecai
took her as his own daughter.

8So it was, when the king’s com-
mand and decree were heard, and
when many young women were
egathered at Shushan the citadel,
under the custody of Hegai, that Es-
ther also was taken to the king’s
palace, into the care of Hegai the
custodian of the women.

9Now the young woman pleased
him, and she obtained his favor; so
he readily gave fbeauty preparations
to her, besides her allowance. Then
seven choice maidservants were
provided for her from the king’s
palace, and he moved her and her
maidservants to the best place in
the house of the women.

10gEsther had not revealed her
people or family, for Mordecai had
charged her not to reveal it.

11And every day Mordecai paced
in front of the court of the women’s
quarters, to learn of Esther’s welfare
and what was happening to her.

12Each young woman’s turn came
hto go in to King Ahasuerus after she
had completed twelve months’
preparation, according to the regula-
tions for the women, for thus were
the days of their preparation appor-
tioned: six months with oil of myrrh,
and six months with perfumes and
preparations for beautifying women.

13Thus prepared, each young
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*2:6 Literally Who

2:6 Jeconiah. Or Jehoiachin, 2 Kin. 24:6.

Mordecai: worshipper of Merodach. The uncle of Es-
ther. An exiled Jew in Persia who revealed a conspir-
acy against the king.

2:16 tenth month. This is the month of Tebeth in the
Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern

months of December–January. For more information on the
Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

2:18 generosity. Literally hand.

Esther: star. A young exiled Jewish girl who was cho-
sen to be queen of Persia. She was thus able to save
her people from destruction. Also called Hadassah.



obeyed the command of Mordecai as
when she was brought up by him.

Mordecai saves the king’s life
21In those days, while Mordecai

sat within the king’s gate, two of the
king’s eunuchs, Bigthan and Teresh,
doorkeepers, became furious and
sought to lay hands on King Ahasu-
erus.

22So the matter became known to
Mordecai, awho told Queen Esther,
and Esther informed the king in
Mordecai’s name.

23And when an inquiry was made
into the matter, it was confirmed,
and both were hanged on a gallows;
and it was written in the bbook of
the chronicles in the presence of
the king.

Haman’s conspiracy against the Jews

3AFTER these things King Ahasu-
erus cpromoted Haman, the son

of Hammedatha the dAgagite, and
advanced him and set his seat above
all the princes who were with him.

2And all the king’s servants who
were within the eking’s gate bowed
and paid homage to Haman, for so
the king had commanded concern-
ing him. But Mordecai would not
fbow or pay homage.

3Then the king’s servants who
were within the king’s gate said to
Mordecai, “Why do you transgress
the king’s command?”

4Now it happened, when they
spoke to him daily and he would
not listen to them, that they told it
to Haman, to see whether Morde-
cai’s words would stand; for Morde-
cai had told them that he was a Jew.

5When Haman saw that Mordecai
did not bow or pay him homage,
Haman was filled with wrath.

6But he disdained to lay hands on
Mordecai alone, for they had told
him of the people of Mordecai. In-
stead, Haman gsought to destroy all
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the Jews who were throughout the
whole kingdom of Ahasuerus—the
people of Mordecai.

7In the first month, which is the
month of Nisan, in the twelfth year
of King Ahasuerus, they cast hPur
(that is, the lot), before Haman to
determine the day and the month,*
until it fell on the twelfth month,*
which is the month of Adar.

8Then Haman said to King Ahas-
uerus, “There is a certain people
scattered and idispersed among the
people in all the provinces of your
kingdom; their laws are different
from all other people’s, and they do
not keep the king’s laws. Therefore
it is not fitting for the king to let
them remain.

9“If it pleases the king, jlet a de-
cree be written that they be de-
stroyed, and I will pay ten thousand
ktalents of silver into the hands of
those who do the work, to bring it
into the king’s treasuries.”

10So the king took his signet lring
from his hand and gave it to Haman,
the son of Hammedatha the Agag-
ite, the enemy of the Jews.

11And the king said to Haman,
“The money and the people are giv-
en to you, to do with them as seems
good to you.”

12Then the king’s scribes were
called on the thirteenth day of the
first month, and a decree was writ-
ten maccording to all that Haman
commanded—to the king’s satraps,
to the governors who were over
each province, to the officials of all
people, to every province according
to its script, and to every people in
their language. In the nname of
King Ahasuerus it was written, and
sealed with the king’s signet ring.

13And the letters were osent by
*3:7 Septuagint adds to destroy the people of
Mordecai in one day; Vulgate adds the nation of the
Jews should be destroyed. * Following Masoretic
Text and Vulgate; Septuagint reads and the lot fell
on the fourteenth of the month.

2:21 Bigthan. Or Bigthana, Esth. 6:2.

Haman: A nobleman of high standing in the kingdom
of Ahasuerus who plotted to destroy the Jews exiled in
Babylon.

3:7 first month. This is the month of Abib (or Nisan) in
the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern

months of March–April. For more information on the He-
brew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2. twelfth
month. This is the month of Adar in the Hebrew religious
calendar. It correlates to the modern months of February–
March. For more information on the Hebrew religious cal-
endar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

3:10 enemy. Literally oppression. Esth. 7:6.



he might show it to Esther and ex-
plain it to her, and that he might
command her to go in to the king
to make supplication to him and
kplead before him for her people.

9So Hathach returned and told Es-
ther the words of Mordecai.

Esther sends message to Mordecai;
he calls upon her to risk her life

for her people
10Then Esther spoke to Hathach,

and gave him a command for Mor-
decai:

11“All the king’s servants and the
people of the king’s provinces know
that any man or woman who goes
into the linner court to the king,
who has not been called, mhe has
but one law: put all to death, except
the one to whom the king holds out
the ngolden scepter, that he may live.
Yet I myself have not been ocalled to
go in to the king these thirty days.”

12So they told Mordecai Esther’s
words.

13And Mordecai told them to an-
swer Esther: p“Do not think in your
heart that you will escape in the
king’s palace any more than all the
other Jews.

14“For if you remain completely
silent at this time, relief and deliver-
ance will arise for the Jews from an-
other place, but you and your father’s
house will perish. Yet who knows
whether you have come to the king-
dom for such a time as this?”

15Then Esther told them to reply
to Mordecai:

16“Go, gather all the Jews who
are present in Shushan, and qfast for
me; neither eat nor drink for rthree
days, night or day. My maids and I
will fast likewise. And so I will go to
the king, which is against the law;
and if I sperish, I perish!”

17So Mordecai went his way and
did according to all that Esther com-
manded him.*

Esther’s courage; her request

5NOW it happened on the tthird
day that Esther put on her royal

robes and stood in the uinner court
of the king’s palace, across from the

couriers into all the king’s provinces,
to destroy, to kill, and to annihilate
all the Jews, aboth young and old, lit-
tle children and women, in one day,
on the thirteenth day of the twelfth
month, which is the month of Adar,
and bto plunder their possessions.*

14A copy of the document was to
be issued as law in every province,
being published for all people, that
they should be ready for that day.

15The couriers went out, chas-
tened by the king’s command; and
the decree was proclaimed in
Shushan the citadel. So the king and
Haman sat down to ddrink, but the
ecity of Shushan was perplexed.

Mourning among the Jews; Esther
learns of the conspiracy

4WHEN Mordecai learned all
that had happened, he ftore his

clothes and put on sackcloth and
ashes, and went out into the midst
of the city. He cried out with a loud
and bitter cry.

2He went as far as the front of the
king’s gate, for no one might enter
the king’s gate clothed with sack-
cloth.

3And in every province where
the king’s command and decree ar-
rived, there was great mourning
among the Jews, with fasting, weep-
ing, and wailing; and many lay in
gsackcloth and hashes.

4So Esther’s maids and eunuchs
came and told her, and the queen
was deeply distressed. Then she sent
garments to clothe Mordecai and
take his sackcloth away from him,
but he would inot accept them.

5Then Esther called Hathach, one
of the king’s eunuchs whom he had
appointed to attend her, and she gave
him a command concerning Morde-
cai, to learn what and why this was.

6So Hathach went out to Morde-
cai in the city square that was in
front of the king’s gate.

7And Mordecai told him all that
had happened to him, and the jsum
of money that Haman had promised
to pay into the king’s treasuries to
destroy the Jews.

8He also gave him a copy of the
written decree for their destruction,
which was given at Shushan, that
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king’s house, while the king sat on
his royal throne in the royal house,
facing the entrance of the house.*

2So it was, when the king saw
Queen Esther standing in the court,
that ashe found favor in his sight,
and the king held out to Esther the
bgolden scepter that was in his
hand. Then Esther went near and
touched the top of the scepter.

3And the king said to her, “What
do you wish, Queen Esther? What
is your request? It shall be given to
you—up to half the ckingdom!”

4So Esther answered, “If it
pleases the king, let the king and
Haman come today to the banquet
that I have prepared for him.”

5Then the king said, “Bring Ha-
man quickly, that he may do as Es-
ther has said.” So the king and Ha-
man went to the banquet that
Esther had prepared.

6At the banquet of wine the king
said to Esther, d“What is your peti-
tion? It shall be granted you. What
is your request, up to half the king-
dom? It shall be done!”

7Then Esther answered and said,
“My petition and request is this:

8“If I have found favor in the sight
of the king, and if it pleases the king
to grant my petition and fulfill my
request, then let the king and Ha-
man come to the ebanquet which I
will prepare for them, and tomorrow
I will do as the king has said.”

9So Haman went out that day fjoy-
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ful and with a glad heart; but when
Haman saw Mordecai in the king’s
gate, and gthat he did not stand or
tremble before him, he was filled
with indignation against Mordecai.

10Nevertheless Haman restrained
himself and went home, and he
sent and called for his friends and
his wife Zeresh.

11Then Haman told them of his
great riches, the multitude of his
hchildren, everything in which the
king had promoted him, and how
he had iadvanced him above the of-
ficials and servants of the king.

12Moreover Haman said, “Be-
sides, Queen Esther invited no one
but me to come in with the king to
the banquet that she prepared; and
tomorrow I am again invited by her,
along with the king.

13“Yet all this avails me nothing,
so long as I see Mordecai the Jew
sitting at the king’s gate.”

14Then his wife Zeresh and all his
friends said to him, “Let a gallows
be made, fifty jcubits high, and in
the morning ksuggest to the king
that Mordecai be hanged on it; then
go merrily with the king to the ban-
quet.” And the thing pleased Ha-
man; so he had the lgallows made.

The king’s insomnia

6THAT night the king could not
sleep. So one was commanded

to bring the mbook of the records of
*5:1 Septuagint adds many extra details in verses 1
and 2.

6:1 could not sleep. Literally the king’s sleep fled
away. Here is a remarkable instance of the veiled provi-
dential control of God over circumstances of human his-
tory. Upon the king’s insomnia, humanly speaking, hinged
the survival of the chosen nation, the fulfillment of proph-

ecy, the coming of the Redeemer, and therefore the whole
work of redemption. Yet the outcome was never in doubt;
for God was in control, making the most trivial of events
work together for Haman’s defeat and Israel’s preserva-
tion.

5:8 CLEVER WOMEN OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

Name Event Reference
Rebekah arranged for her youngest son, Jacob, to receive the blessing Genesis 27:1–17
Tamar tricked her father-in-law Genesis 38:1–30
Puah/Shiphrah Hebrew midwives who allowed the male infants to live Exodus 1:15–22
Jochebed found a way to save her infant son (Moses) from death Exodus 2:1–10
Jael feigned hospitality to Sisera and then murdered him Judges 4:18
Abigail apologized to King David for her husband’s rudeness 1 Samuel 25:18–42
Bathsheba arranged for her son, Solomon, to become king 1 Kings 1:11–31
Jehosheba hid her infant nephew, Joash, to save him from Athaliah 2 Kings 11:1–3
Esther convinced the king to spare the Jewish people Esther 7:1–6



square, and proclaimed before him,
“Thus shall it be done to the man
whom the king delights to honor!”

12Afterward Mordecai went back
to the king’s gate. But Haman fhur-
ried to his house, mourning and
with his head gcovered.

13When Haman told his wife Ze-
resh and all his friends everything
that had happened to him, his wise
men and his wife Zeresh said to him,
“If Mordecai, before whom you have
begun to fall, is of Jewish descent,
you will not prevail against hhim but
will surely fall before him.”

14While they were still talking
with him, the king’s eunuchs came,
and hastened to bring Haman to the
ibanquet which Esther had prepared.

Esther pleads for herself
and her people

7SO the king and Haman went to
dine with Queen Esther.

2And on the second day, at the
banquet of wine, the king again said
to Esther, “What is your petition,
Queen Esther? It shall be granted
you. And what is your request, up to
half the kingdom? It shall be done!”

3Then Queen Esther answered
and said, “If I have found favor in
your sight, O king, and if it pleases
the king, let my life be given me at
my petition, and my people at my
request.

4“For we have been jsold, my peo-
ple and I, to be destroyed, to be
killed, and to be annihilated. Had we
been sold as kmale and female
slaves, I would have held my tongue,
although the enemy could never
compensate for the king’s loss.”

5So King Ahasuerus answered
and said to Queen Esther, “Who is
he, and where is he, who would
dare presume in his heart to do
such a thing?”

6And Esther said, “The adversary
and lenemy is this wicked Haman!”
So Haman was terrified before the
king and queen.

Haman hanged on his own gallows
7Then the king arose in his wrath

from the banquet of wine and went

the chronicles; and they were read
before the king.

2And it was found written that
Mordecai had told of Bigthana and
Teresh, two of the king’s eunuchs,
the doorkeepers who had sought to
lay hands on King Ahasuerus.

3Then the king said, “What honor
or dignity has been bestowed on
Mordecai for this?” And the king’s
servants who attended him said,
“Nothing has been done for him.”

Haman forced to honor Mordecai
4So the king said, “Who is in the

court?” Now Haman had just en-
tered the aouter court of the king’s
palace to bsuggest that the king
hang Mordecai on the gallows that
he had prepared for him.

5The king’s servants said to him,
“Haman is there, standing in the
court.” And the king said, “Let him
come in.”

6So Haman came in, and the king
asked him, “What shall be done for
the man whom the king delights to
honor?” Now Haman thought in his
heart, “Whom would the king de-
light to honor more than cme?”

7And Haman answered the king,
“For the man whom the king de-
lights to honor,

8“let a royal robe be brought
which the king has worn, and a
horse on which the king has ridden,
which has a royal crest placed don
its head.

9“Then let this robe and horse be
delivered to the hand of one of the
king’s most noble princes, that he
may array the man whom the king
delights to honor. Then parade him
on horseback through the city
square, and eproclaim before him:
‘Thus shall it be done to the man
whom the king delights to honor!’ ”

10Then the king said to Haman,
“Hurry, take the robe and the horse,
as you have suggested, and do so for
Mordecai the Jew who sits within
the king’s gate! Leave nothing un-
done of all that you have spoken.”

11So Haman took the robe and
the horse, arrayed Mordecai and led
him on horseback through the city
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into the palace agarden; but Haman
stood before Queen Esther, pleading
for his life, for he saw that evil was
determined against him by the king.

8When the king returned from
the palace garden to the place of the
banquet of wine, Haman had fallen
across the bcouch where Esther
was. Then the king said, “Will he
also assault the queen while I am in
the house?” As the word left the
king’s mouth, they covered Haman’s
face.

9Now cHarbonah, one of the eu-
nuchs, said to the king, “Look! The
dgallows, fifty ecubits high, which
Haman made for Mordecai, who
spoke fgood on the king’s behalf, is
standing at the house of Haman.”
Then the king said, “Hang him on
it!”

10gSo they hhanged Haman on the
gallows that he had prepared for
Mordecai. Then the king’s wrath
subsided.

III. The Jews’ Revenge on Their
Enemies, 8:1—10:3

Haman’s conspiracy defeated
through the king’s decree

8ON that day King Ahasuerus
gave Queen Esther the house of

Haman, the ienemy of the Jews.
And Mordecai came before the
king, for Esther had told jhow he
was related to her.

2So the king took off his signet
kring, which he had taken from Ha-
man, and gave it to Mordecai; and
Esther lappointed Mordecai over
the house of Haman.

3Now Esther spoke again to the
king, fell down at his feet, and im-
plored him with tears to counteract
the evil of Haman the Agagite, and
the scheme which he had devised
against the Jews.

4And the king held out the mgold-
en scepter toward Esther. So Esther
arose and stood before the king,

5and said, “If it pleases the king,
and if I have found favor in his sight
and the thing seems right to the
king and I am pleasing in his eyes,
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let it be written to revoke the nlet-
ters devised by Haman, the son of
Hammedatha the Agagite, which he
wrote to annihilate the Jews who
are in all the king’s provinces.

6“For how can I endure to see the
oevil that will come to my people?
Or how can I endure to see the de-
struction of my countrymen?”

7Then King Ahasuerus said to
Queen Esther and Mordecai the
Jew, “Indeed, pI have given Esther
the house of Haman, and they have
hanged him on the gallows because
he tried to lay his hand on the
Jews.

8“You yourselves write a decree
concerning the Jews, as you please,
in the king’s name, and seal it with
the king’s signet ring; for whatever
is written in the king’s name and
sealed with the king’s signet ring
qno one can revoke.”

9So the king’s scribes were called
at that time, in the third month,
which is the month of Sivan, on
the twenty-third day; and it was
written, according to all that Mor-
decai commanded, to the Jews, the
satraps, the governors, and the
princes of the provinces from rIndia
to Ethiopia, one hundred and twen-
ty-seven provinces in all, to every
province sin its own script, to every
people in their own language, and
to the Jews in their own script and
language.

10And he twrote in the name of
King Ahasuerus, sealed it with the
king’s signet ring, and sent letters
by couriers on horseback, riding on
royal horses bred from swift steeds.*

11By these letters the king permit-
ted the Jews who were in every city
to ugather together and protect
their lives—to vdestroy, kill, and
annihilate all the forces of any
people or province that would as-
sault them, both little children and
women, and to wplunder their pos-
sessions,

12xon one day in all the provinces
of King Ahasuerus, on the thirteenth

*8:10 Literally sons of the swift horses

8:9 third month. This is the month of Sivan in the He-
brew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern months

of May–June. For more information on the Hebrew reli-
gious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.



work, helped the Jews, because the
fear of Mordecai fell upon them.

4For Mordecai was great in the
king’s palace, and his fame spread
throughout all the provinces; for
this man Mordecai hbecame in-
creasingly prominent.

5Thus the Jews defeated all their
enemies with the stroke of the
sword, with slaughter and destruc-
tion, and did what they pleased
with those who hated them.

6And in iShushan the citadel the
Jews killed and destroyed five hun-
dred men.

7Also Parshandatha, Dalphon, As-
patha,

8Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha,
9Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai, and

Vajezatha—
10the jten sons of Haman the son

of Hammedatha, the enemy of the
Jews—they killed; kbut they did not
lay a hand on the plunder.

11On that day the number of
those who were killed in Shushan
the citadel was brought to the king.

12And the king said to Queen Es-
ther, “The Jews have killed and de-
stroyed five hundred men in Shu-
shan the citadel, and the ten sons of
Haman. What have they done in the
rest of the king’s provinces? lNow

day of the twelfth month, which is
the month of Adar.*

13A copy of the document was to
be issued as a decree in every prov-
ince and published for all people, so
that the Jews would be ready on
that day to avenge themselves on
their enemies.

14The couriers who rode on royal
horses went out, hastened and
pressed on by the king’s command.
And the decree was issued in
Shushan the citadel.

Mordecai exalted; Jews rejoice
15So Mordecai went out from the

presence of the king in royal apparel
of blue and white, with a great
crown of gold and a garment of fine
linen and purple; and the acity of
Shushan rejoiced and was glad.

16The Jews had b light and glad-
ness, joy and honor.

17And in every province and city,
wherever the king’s command and
decree came, the Jews had joy and
gladness, a feast and a choliday.
Then many of the people of the land
became Jews, because dfear of the
Jews fell upon them.

Jews destroy their enemies;
they rest and are glad

9NOW in the twelfth month, that
is, the month of Adar, on the

thirteenth day, ethe time came for
the king’s command and his decree
to be executed. On the day that the
enemies of the Jews had hoped to
overpower them, the opposite oc-
curred, in that the Jews themselves
overpowered those who hated
them.

2The Jews gathered together in
their cities throughout all the
provinces of King Ahasuerus to lay
hands on those who sought their
fharm. And no one could withstand
them, because g fear of them fell
upon all people.

3And all the officials of the
provinces, the satraps, the gover-
nors, and all those doing the king’s
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8:12; 9:1 twelfth month. This is the month of Adar in
the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of February–March. For more information on the
Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

CONCUBINES IN 
THE OLD TESTAMENT

It was a common practice among foreign kings and the
men of Old Testament history to have several wives
and many concubines. Concubines enjoyed no other
right than lawful cohabitation.

Nahor Genesis 22:24
Abraham Genesis 25:6
Jacob Genesis 35:22
Eliphaz Genesis 36:12
Gideon Judges 8; 31
Saul 2 Samuel 3:7
David 2 Samuel 5:13; 15:16; 16:21
Solomon 1 Kings 11:3
Caleb 1 Chronicles 2:46
Manasseh 1 Chronicles 7:14
Rehoboam 2 Chronicles 11:21
Abijah 2 Chronicles 13:21
Ahasuerus Esther 2:14
Belshazzar Daniel 5:2



what is your petition? It shall be
granted to you. Or what is your fur-
ther request? It shall be done.”

13Then Esther said, “If it pleases
the king, let it be granted to the
Jews who are in Shushan to do
again tomorrow aaccording to to-
day’s decree, and let Haman’s ten
sons be hanged on the gallows.”

14So the king commanded this to
be done; the decree was issued in
Shushan, and they hanged Haman’s
ten sons.

15And the Jews who were in
Shushan bgathered together again
on the fourteenth day of the month
of cAdar and killed three hundred
men at Shushan; but they did not
lay a hand on the dplunder.

16The remainder of the Jews in
the king’s provinces gathered to-
gether and protected their lives, had
rest from their enemies, and killed
seventy-five thousand of their ene-
mies; but they did not lay a hand on
the eplunder.

17This was on the thirteenth day
of the month of Adar. And on the
fourteenth of the month* they rest-
ed and made it a day of feasting and
gladness.

18But the Jews who were at
Shushan assembled together on the
thirteenth day, as well as on the
fourteenth; and on the fifteenth of
the month* they rested, and made it
a day of feasting and gladness.

19Therefore the Jews of the vil-
lages who dwelt in the unwalled
towns celebrated the fourteenth day
of the month of Adar with fgladness
and feasting, as a holiday, and for
gsending presents to one another.

The Feast of Purim instituted
20And Mordecai wrote these

things and sent letters to all the
Jews, near and far, who were in all
the provinces of King Ahasuerus,

21to establish among them that
they should celebrate yearly the
fourteenth and fifteenth days of the
month of Adar,

22as the days on which the Jews
had rest from their enemies, as the

9:22

h Cp. Ps. 30:11

i Deut. 15:7-11;
cp. Job 29:16

9:24

j v. 26; Esth. 3:7

9:25

k Esth. 7:10; cp.
Ps. 7:16

9:27

l Esth. 8:17; cp.
Is. 56:3,6; Zech.
2:11

9:29

m Esth. 2:15

n v. 20; cp. Esth.
8:10

9:30

o Cp. Esth. 1:1

9:13

a Esth. 8:11

9:15

b Cp. v. 2

c vv. 17,19,21

d v. 10

9:16

e v. 10

9:19

f Esth. 8:16-17

g v. 22; cp. Neh.
8:10,12; Rev.
11:10
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month which was hturned from sor-
row to joy for them, and from
mourning to a holiday; that they
should make them days of feasting
and joy, of sending presents to one
another and gifts to the ipoor.

23So the Jews accepted the cus-
tom which they had begun, as Mor-
decai had written to them,

24because Haman, the son of
Hammedatha the Agagite, the ene-
my of all the Jews, had plotted
against the Jews to annihilate them,
and had cast jPur (that is, the lot), to
consume them and destroy them;

25but when Esther* came before
the king, he commanded by letter
that this* wicked plot which Haman
had devised against the Jews should
kreturn on his own head, and that
he and his sons should be hanged
on the gallows.

26So they called these days Purim,
after the name Pur. Therefore, be-
cause of all the words of this letter,
what they had seen concerning this
matter, and what had happened to
them,

27the Jews established and im-
posed it upon themselves and their
descendants and all who would ljoin
them, that without fail they should
celebrate these two days every year,
according to the written instruc-
tions and according to the pre-
scribed time,

28that these days should be re-
membered and kept throughout
every generation, every family,
every province, and every city, that
these days of Purim should not fail
to be observed among the Jews, and
that the memory of them should not
perish among their descendants.

29Then Queen Esther, the
mdaughter of Abihail, with Morde-
cai the Jew, nwrote with full author-
ity to confirm this second letter
about Purim.

30And Mordecai sent letters to all
the Jews, oto the one hundred and
twenty-seven provinces of the king-
*9:17 Literally it *9:18 Literally it
*9:25 Literally she or it * Literally his

9:15 Adar. This is the twelfth month in the Hebrew re-
ligious calendar. It correlates to the modern months of Feb-

ruary–March. For more information on the Hebrew reli-
gious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.



2Now all the acts of his power
and his might, and the account of
the cgreatness of Mordecai, to
which the king advanced him, are
they not written in the book of the
dchronicles of the kings of Media
and Persia?

3For Mordecai the Jew was esec-
ond to King Ahasuerus, and was
great among the Jews and well re-
ceived by the multitude of his
brethren, fseeking the good of his
people and speaking peace to all his
countrymen.*

dom of Ahasuerus, with words of
peace and truth,

31to confirm these days of Purim
at their appointed time, as Morde-
cai the Jew and Queen Esther had
prescribed for them, and as they
had decreed for themselves and
their descendants concerning mat-
ters of their afasting and lamenting.

32So the decree of Esther con-
firmed these matters of Purim, and
it was written in the book.

Mordecai’s further advancement

10AND King Ahasuerus im-
posed tribute on the land

and on the bislands of the sea.

10:2

c Esth. 8:15; 9:4

d Esth. 6:1

10:3

e Cp. Gen. 41:43-
44; Neh. 1:11;
Dan. 2:48

f Cp. Neh. 2:10;
Ps. 122:8-9

9:31

a Esth. 4:3,16

10:1

b Cp. Gen. 10:5
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*10:3 Literally seed. Septuagint and Vulgate add a
dream of Mordecai here; Vulgate adds six more
chapters.



THE

P O E T I C A L  A N D  
W I S D O M  B O O K S

Background
The books classed as poetical are Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, and also Lamentations. Poet-
ical passages are found still elsewhere in the Old Testament (cp. Exodus 15:1–21; Judges 5; and extensive portions of
the prophetic writings, e.g. Micah). Because these books portray the experiences of the people of God, their range is
as wide as that of life itself. In them inspiration clothes human experience with a universal quality that has brought
comfort, strength, and guidance to countless believers down through the ages.

Poetic Structure
The basis of Hebrew poetry is parallelism of thought. Rhythm is not achieved by similarity of sound, as in rhymed
verse, or by metrical accent, as in blank verse (although Hebrew poetry is not entirely without accent), but chiefly by
the repetition, contrast, and elaboration of ideas.

Thus, when the thoughts are essentially the same, the parallelism is called synonymous; e.g.

Show me Your ways, O LORD;
Teach me Your paths (Psalm 25:4).

When the thoughts are contrasting, the parallelism is called antithetic; e.g.

For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
But the way of the wicked shall perish (Psalm 1:6).

When the primary thought is developed and enriched, the parallelism is called synthetic; e.g.

And you would be secure, because there is hope;
Yes, you would dig around you, and take your rest in safety (Job 11:18).

By no means, however, does all Hebrew poetry fit precisely into these three categories; the matching and develop-
ment of thought show wide and subtle variety through such means as triple and quadruple parallels, inversions, al-
ternating lines, and refrains. The Hebrew vocabulary is powerfully vivid, and Old Testament poetry is studded with
figures of speech like personification, hyperbole, metaphor, simile, and alliteration. There are also certain structural
devices, including stanzas and, as in the whole of Psalm 119 and in Lamentations, acrostic patterns. Finally, Hebrew
poetry may be classed under the broader heads of lyric, dramatic, and didactic expression.

Wisdom Literature
Three of the poetical books—Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes—together with certain of the Psalms, such as Psalms 1, 10,
14, 19, 37, 90, stand among the foremost examples of wisdom literature. By this term is meant the form of Hebrew
literature that struggles not only with practical problems of life as in Proverbs, but also with great moral and spiritu-
al questions like the prosperity of the wicked (cp. Psalm 37), materialism, fatalism, and pessimism (cp. Ecclesiastes),
and the suffering of the righteous (cp. Job). In their clear-sighted practicality the wisdom books are far removed from
speculative philosophy. Reflecting everyday living, they at the same time look up to the one true God. Their em-
phasis upon God’s wisdom (e.g. Proverbs 8:22ff.) helped prepare for the advent of the Lord Jesus Christ, “who be-
came for us wisdom” (1 Corinthians 1:30), “in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colos-
sians 2:3), and who said of Himself, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
Me” (John 14:6).



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Unknown Problem of Suffering Uncertain

Background
Job is the first of the Wisdom Books in the Old Testament canon, the others being Proverbs and Ecclesiastes. Wisdom lit-
erature, of which the Epistle of James is the New Testament example, deals with the broad realm of human experience,
and is set forth in short, pithy sayings (proverbs), essays, monologues, and, as in Job, in drama.

Although the book does not name its author, Ezekiel 14:14,20 and James 5:11 refer to Job as an historical person. That
he may have lived in the patriarchal period is inferred from his great age, various geographical references in the book,
and the absence of mention of the law and the Tabernacle or Temple. The presence in this book of lofty Biblical concepts
of God, man, Satan, righteousness, redemption, and resurrection may show, in view of its probable early date, the wide
extent of revelation even before the writing of Scripture.

God’s Relationship with Man
The subject of Job is God’s providential and ethical government considered in the light of the age-old problem of the suf-
fering of a righteous man. To this problem, neither Job who justified himself, nor his three counselors who charged him
with sin, had the solution. Elihu, who explained Job’s suffering as God’s chastening with a view to experiential purifica-
tion, reached higher ground, yet also fell short of the answer.

It was not until God revealed Himself in His majesty and power (chapters 38—41) that Job, “blameless and upright”
though he was, turned from his own goodness and confessed: “Therefore I abhor myself, And repent in dust and
ashes”(42:6). Then it was that, having seen himself to be worse than anything he had ever done, Job emerged from suffer-
ing into blessing and restoration.

The Old Testament in the New
Notable Messianic passages in the book are: 9:33; 16:19; 19:25; 33:23–24; 36:18. Chapter 28 contains a beautiful dis-
cussion of wisdom, and chapters 38—41 are surpassingly great poetry.

Outline
The book may be divided into six parts:

I. Prologue 1:1—2:13
II. Job’s Dialogues with His Counselors 3:1—31:40

A. Job’s Lament 3:1–26
B. Eliphaz’ First Charge and Night Vision 4:1—5:27
C. Job’s Reply: a Plea for Pity 6:1—7:21
D. Bildad’s First Speech 8:1–22
E. Job’s Response 9:1—10:22
F. Zophar’s First Charge 11:1–20

G. Job’s Rebuttal 12:1—14:22
H. Eliphaz’ Second Speech 15:1–35
I. Job’s Reply 16:1—17:16
J. Bildad’s Second Speech 18:1–21

K. Job’s Reply 19:1–29
L. Zophar’s Final Speech 20:1–29

M. Job’s Answer 21:1–34
N. Eliphaz’ Final Speech 22:1–30
O. Job’s Reply 23:1—24:25
P. Bildad’s Final Speech 25:1–6
Q. Job’s Reply 26:1—31:40

III. Elihu’s Monologue 32:1—37:24
IV. The Lord Speaks 38:1—41:34

A. Interrogation of Job Face to Face 38:1–41
B. Assertion of Omnipotence 39:1–30
C. Summary Question 40:1–2
D. Job’s Reply 40:3–5
E. God’s Questioning of Job Resumed 40:6—41:34

V. Job’s Confession 42:1–6
VI. Epilogue 42:7–17

THE BOOK OF

J O B



I. The Prologue, 1—2

Job’s character

1THERE was a man in the land of
aUz, whose name was Job; and

that man was bblameless and up-
right, and one who feared God and
shunned evil.

Job’s family and prosperity
2And cseven sons and three

daughters were born to him.
3Also, his dpossessions were sev-

en thousand sheep, three thousand
camels, five hundred yoke of oxen,
five hundred female donkeys, and a
very large household, so that this
man was the greatest of all the peo-
ple of the East.

4And his sons would go and feast
in their houses, each on his ap-
pointed day, and would send and in-
vite their three sisters to eat and
drink with them.

Job’s piety
5So it was, when the days of feast-

ing had run their course, that Job
would send and sanctify them, and
he would rise early in the morning
and offer burnt offerings according
to the number of them all. For Job
said, “It may be that my sons have
sinned and ecursed* God in their
hearts.” Thus Job did regularly.

Job accused by Satan in
heaven (cp. Rev. 12:10). Mystery

of God’s permissive will
6Now there was a day when the

fsons of God came to present them-
selves before the LORD, and gSatan
also came among them.

7And the LORD said to Satan,
“From where do you come?” So Sa-
tan answered the LORD and said,

1:8

h See Phil. 3:12,
note

1:9

i See v. 1, note

1:10

j Job 29:2-6

1:13

k Eccl. 9:12

1:1

a Gen. 36:28; Jer.
25:20

b See Phil. 3:12,
note

1:2

c Cp. Job 42:13

1:3

d Cp. Job 42:12

1:5

e Cp. 1 Kin.
21:10,13

1:6

f Job 2:1; see
Gen. 6:4, note

g Satan: vv. 6-
9,12; Job 2:1.
(Gen. 3:1; Rev.
20:10, note)
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“From going to and fro on the earth,
and from walking back and forth
on it.”

8Then the LORD said to Satan,
“Have you considered My servant
Job, that there is none like him on
the earth, a hblameless and upright
man, one who fears God and shuns
evil?”

9So Satan answered the LORD and
said, “Does Job ifear God for noth-
ing?

10“Have You not made a hedge
around him, around his household,
and around all that he has on every
side? You have jblessed the work of
his hands, and his possessions have
increased in the land.

11“But now, stretch out Your hand
and touch all that he has, and he
will surely curse You to Your face!”

12And the LORD said to Satan,
“Behold, all that he has is in your
power; only do not lay a hand on his
person.” So Satan went out from
the presence of the LORD.

Satan’s first assault: Job’s
wealth and children taken

13Now there was a kday when his
sons and daughters were eating and
drinking wine in their oldest broth-
er’s house;

14and a messenger came to Job and
said, “The oxen were plowing and
the donkeys feeding beside them,

15“when the Sabeans* raided
them and took them away—indeed
they have killed the servants with
the edge of the sword; and I alone
have escaped to tell you!”

16While he was still speaking, an-
other also came and said, “The fire
of God fell from heaven and burned
*1:5 Literally blessed, but used here in the evil
sense, and so in verse 11 and 2:5,9
*1:15 Literally Sheba (compare 6:19)

Job: one persecuted. A righteous man who probably
lived during the time of Abraham. He was tested by
Satan but remained faithful to God in spite of his af-
flictions and loss.

1:1 Uz. The name “Uz” is connected with Edom (Lam.
4:21). The residence of Eliphaz was Teman, generally
agreed as the place of that name in Edom. Uz was the ob-
ject of raids from Chaldea and Sabea (vv. 15,17). It is prob-
able, therefore, that Uz included eastern Edom and north-
ern Arabia.

Uz: fertile. The land of Job. Its location is uncertain.

1:1 feared. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expression
meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.

1:6 before the LORD. This scene is in heaven. Compare
Job 2:1–7.

1:7 Satan. Literally the adversary. Rev. 12:9–10.
1:8 Have you considered. Literally Have you set your

heart on. Job 2:3. fears. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT
expression meaning reverential trust, including the hatred
of evil.



tan hcame also among them to pre-
sent himself before the LORD.

2And the LORD said to Satan,
“From where do you come?” So iSa-
tan answered the LORD and said,
“From going to and fro on the earth,
and from walking back and forth on
it.”

3Then the LORD said to Satan,
“Have you considered My servant
Job, that there is none like him on
the earth, a jblameless and upright
man, one who kfears God and shuns
evil? And still he lholds fast to his
integrity, although you incited Me
against him, to destroy him without
cause.”

4So Satan answered the LORD and
said, “Skin for skin! Yes, all that a
man has he will give for his life.

5m“But stretch out Your hand
now, and touch his nbone and his
flesh, and he will surely curse You
to Your face!”

6oAnd the LORD said to Satan,
“Behold, he is in your hand, but
spare his life.”

7So Satan went out from the pres-
ence of the LORD, and struck Job
with painful boils from the sole of
his foot to the crown of his head.

8And he took for himself a pot-
sherd with which to scrape himself
while he sat in the midst of the
pashes.

Job and his wife speak
9Then his wife said to him, “Do

you still hold fast to your integrity?
qCurse God and die!”

up the sheep and the servants, and
aconsumed them; and I alone have
escaped to tell you!”

17While he was still speaking, an-
other also came and said, “The
bChaldeans formed three bands,
raided the camels and took them
away, yes, and killed the servants
with the edge of the sword; and I
alone have escaped to tell you!”

18While he was still speaking, an-
other also came and said, c“Your
sons and daughters were eating and
drinking wine in their oldest broth-
er’s house,

19“and suddenly a great wind
came from across* the wilderness
and struck the four corners of the
house, and it fell on the young peo-
ple, and they are dead; and I alone
have escaped to tell you!”

20Then Job arose, dtore his robe,
and shaved his head; and he fell to
the ground and worshiped.

21And he said:

“Naked e I came from my
mother’s womb,

And naked shall I return there.
The LORD gave, and the fLORD

has taken away;
Blessed be the name of the

LORD.”
22In all this Job did not sin nor

charge God with wrong.

Satan’s second assault: health gone

2AGAIN gthere was a day when
the sons of God came to present

themselves before the LORD, and Sa-

2:1

h Satan: vv. 1-3,6-
7; Ps. 109:6.
(Gen. 3:1; Rev.
20:10, note)

2:2

i Job 1:7

2:3

j See Phil. 3:12,
note

k See Job 1:1,
note

l Job 27:5-6

2:5

m Job 1:11

n Cp. Job 19:20

2:6

o Job 1:12

2:8

p Cp. Jer. 6:26;
Jon. 3:6

2:9

q Cp. Job 1:5,11

1:16

a Cp. 2 Kin.
1:10,12

1:17

b Cp. Gen.
11:28,31

1:18

c vv. 4,13

1:20

d Cp. Esth. 4:1;
Job 2:12

1:21

e Eccl. 5:15

f 1 Sam. 2:6

2:1

g Job 1:6
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*1:19 Septuagint omits across.

Chaldeans: People of the region of Chaldea, located
near the Persian Gulf.

2:3 destroy him. Literally to swallow him up. Compare
Job 9:17.

2:8 potsherd. That is, a fragment of a broken pot.

1:12 APPEARANCES OF SATAN AND SPIRITS

Satan, disguised as a snake, tempts Eve Genesis 3:1—6:15
An evil spirit is sent to Abimelech Judges 9:23
An evil spirit comes to Saul 1 Samuel 16:14–15; 19:9
Saul visits the witch of En Dor 1 Samuel 28:13
Lying spirits dwell in the false prophets 1 Kings 22:23
Satan inspires David 1 Chronicles 21:1
Satan tempts Jesus Matthew 4:1–11
Jesus casts out an evil spirit Matthew 8:16; Mark 1:23–27
Satan enters Judas Luke 22:3



10But he said to her, “You speak
as one of the foolish women speaks.
Shall we indeed accept good from
God, and shall we not accept adver-
sity?” In all this Job did not asin
with his lips.

Job and his three friends: scene, the
ash heap outside an oriental village
11Now when Job’s three friends

heard of all this adversity that had
come upon him, each one came
from his own place—Eliphaz the
bTemanite, Bildad the cShuhite, and
Zophar the Naamathite. For they
had made an appointment together
to come and mourn with him, and
to comfort him.

12And when they raised their
eyes from afar, and did not recog-
nize him, they lifted their voices
and wept; and each one tore his
robe and dsprinkled dust on his
head toward heaven.

13So they sat down with him on
the ground seven days and seven
nights, and no one spoke a word to
him, for they saw that his grief was
very great.

II. Job’s Dialogues
with His Counselors, 3—31

His lament

3AFTER this Job opened his
mouth and cursed the day of his

birth.
2And Job spoke, and said:

3“May e the day perish on which I
was born,

And the night in which it was
said,

‘A male child is conceived.’
4 May that day be darkness;

May God above not seek it,
Nor the light shine upon it.

5 May darkness and the fshadow
of death claim it;

May a cloud settle on it;
May the blackness of the day

terrify it.

3:11

g Job 10:18-19;
cp. Jer. 20:14-
18

3:12

h Cp. Gen. 50:23

3:13

i v. 17

3:14

j Cp. Job 15:28

3:16

k Ps. 58:8

3:17

l Job 17:16

3:18

m Cp. Job 39:7

2:10

a Job 1:21-22; cp.
James 5:10-11

2:11

b 1 Chr. 1:36;
Obad. 9

c Gen. 25:2;
1 Chr. 1:32

2:12

d Cp. Lam. 2:10

3:3

e Job 10:18-19;
cp. Jer. 20:14-
18

3:5

f Job 10:21-22
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6 As for that night, may darkness

seize it;
May it not rejoice* among the

days of the year,
May it not come into the

number of the months.
7 Oh, may that night be barren!

May no joyful shout come into
it!

8 May those curse it who curse
the day,

Those who are ready to arouse
Leviathan.

9 May the stars of its morning be
dark;

May it look for light, but have
none,

And not see the dawning of the
day;

10 Because it did not shut up the
doors of my mother’s womb,

Nor hide sorrow from my eyes.
11“Why g did I not die at birth?

Why did I not perish when I
came from the womb?

12 Why did the hknees receive me?
Or why the breasts, that I

should nurse?
13 For now I would have lain still

and been quiet,
I would have been asleep;
Then I would have been at irest

14 With kings and counselors of
the earth,

Who built jruins for themselves,
15 Or with princes who had gold,

Who filled their houses with
silver;

16 Or why was I not hidden like a
kstillborn child,

Like infants who never saw
light?

17 There the wicked cease from
troubling,

And there the weary are at lrest.
18 There the prisoners rest

together;
They do not hear the mvoice of

the oppressor.
*3:6 Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate read
be joined.

Eliphaz: to whom God is strength. One of Job’s three
friends who debated with him about God.

Bildad: son of contention. One of Job’s three friends.
His counsel was based on tradition.

Zophar: chatters. One of Job’s three friends. His coun-
sel showed a legalistic view of God.

3:9 dawning. Literally the eyelids of the morning. Job
41:18.



6 Is not your ireverence your
confidence?

And the integrity of your ways
your hope?

7“Remember now, who ever
perished being innocent?

Or where were the upright
ever jcut off?

8 Even as I have seen,
Those who plow iniquity
And sow trouble reap the

ksame.
9 By the blast of God they perish,

And by the lbreath of His anger
they are consumed.

10 The roaring of the lion,
The voice of the fierce lion,
And the teeth of the young

lions are broken.
11 The old lion perishes for lack of

prey,
And the cubs of the lioness are

scattered.

Eliphaz’s night vision
12“Now a word was secretly

brought to me,
And my ear received a whisper

of it.
13 In disquieting thoughts from

the visions of the night,
When deep sleep falls on men,

14 Fear came upon me, and
trembling,

Which made all my bones
shake.

15 Then a spirit passed before my
face;

The hair on my body stood up.
16 It stood still,

But I could not discern its
appearance.

A form was before my eyes;
There was silence;
Then I heard a voice saying:

17 ‘Can a mortal be more righteous
than God?

Can a man be more pure than
his Maker?

19 The small and great are there,
And the servant is free from his

master.
20“Why a is light given to him who

is in misery,
And life to the bbitter of soul,

21 Who long for death, but it does
not come,

And search for it more than
hidden treasures;

22 Who rejoice exceedingly,
And are glad when they can

find the cgrave?
23 Why is light given to a man

whose way is dhidden,
And ewhom God has hedged in?

24 For my sighing comes before I
eat,*

And my groanings pour out like
water.

25 For the thing I greatly ffeared
has come upon me,

And what I dreaded has
happened to me.

26 I am not at ease, nor am I quiet;
I have no rest, for trouble

comes.”

Eliphaz’s first charge: the
innocent do not suffer (v. 7)

4THEN Eliphaz the Temanite an-
swered and said:

2“ If one attempts a word with
you, will you become
weary?

But who can withhold himself
from speaking?

3 Surely you have instructed
many,

And you ghave strengthened
weak hands.

4 Your words have upheld him
who was stumbling,

And you hhave strengthened
the feeble knees;

5 But now it comes upon you,
and you are weary;

It touches you, and you are
troubled.

4:6

i Job 1:1

4:7

j Job 8:20; cp.
John 9:2

4:8

k Cp. Gal. 6:7

4:9

l Cp. Ex. 15:8;
Job 1:19; 15:30;
Is. 11:4; 30:33;
2 Thess. 2:8

3:20

a Cp. Jer. 20:18

b Cp. 1 Sam.
1:10; 2 Kin.
4:27; Prov. 31:6

3:22

c Job 7:15-16

3:23

d Cp. Is. 40:27

e Job 19:8; Lam.
3:7

3:25

f Job 9:28

4:3

g Cp. Is. 35:3

4:4

h Cp. Is. 35:3

704 JOB 3:19—4:17

*3:24 Literally my bread

3:21 long for. Literally wait. Compare Rev. 9:6.
4:1 Eliphaz emphasizes the facts of human experience,

referring particularly to a mysterious spiritual visitation that
had come to him in the night (vv. 12–16). See v. 7, note.

4:7 Verses 7–8 state the chief theme that all three of
Job’s counselors elaborate—namely, the innocent do not

suffer. They insist that because suffering comes from sin,
Job, who was suffering so acutely, must be a great sinner.
Although these counselors speak eloquently and at times
truly, they do not really understand Job’s problem. Com-
pare Luke 13:1–5.

4:12 secretly. Literally by stealth.



18 If He puts no trust in His
servants,

If He charges His aangels with
error,

19 How much more those who
dwell in houses of clay,

Whose foundation is in the dust,
Who are crushed before a moth?

20 They are broken in pieces from
morning till evening;

They perish forever, with no
one regarding.

21 Does not their own excellence
go away?

They die, even without
wisdom.’

Eliphaz continues: God is faithful

5“CALL out now;
Is there anyone who will 

answer you?
And to which of the bholy ones

will you turn?
2 For wrath kills a foolish man,

And envy slays a simple one.
3 c I have seen the foolish taking

root,
But suddenly I cursed his

dwelling place.
4 His sons are dfar from safety,

They are crushed in the gate,
eAnd there is no deliverer.

5 Because the hungry eat up his
harvest,

Taking it even from the thorns,*
And a snare snatches their

substance.*
6 For affliction does not come

from the dust,
Nor does trouble spring from

the ground;
7 Yet man is fborn to trouble,

As the sparks fly upward.
8“But as for me, I would seek

God,
And to God I would commit my

cause—
9 Who does great things, and

unsearchable,
Marvelous things without

number.
10 gHe gives rain on the earth,

And sends waters on the fields.
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11 He sets on high those who are

lowly,
And those who mourn are

lifted to safety.
12 He frustrates the devices of the

crafty,
So that their hands cannot

carry out their plans.
13 He catches the hwise in their

own craftiness,
And the counsel of the cunning

comes quickly upon them.
14 They meet with darkness in the

daytime,
And grope at noontime as in

the night.
15 But He isaves the needy from

the sword,
From the mouth of the mighty,
And from their hand.

16 jSo the poor have hope,
And injustice shuts her mouth.

17“Behold, k happy is the man
whom God corrects;

Therefore do not despise the
chastening of the Almighty.

18 lFor He bruises, but He binds up;
He wounds, but His hands

make whole.
19mHe shall deliver you in six

troubles,
Yes, in nseven no evil shall

touch you.
20 In ofamine He shall predeem

you from death,
And in war from the power of

the sword.
21 qYou shall be hidden from the

scourge of the tongue,
And you shall not be afraid of

destruction when it comes.
22 You shall laugh at destruction

and famine,
And you shall not be rafraid of

the sbeasts of the earth.
23 For you shall have a covenant

with the stones of the field,
And the beasts of the field shall

be at peace with you.
*5:5 Septuagint reads They shall not be taken from
evil men; Vulgate reads And the armed man shall
take him by violence. * Septuagint reads The
might shall draw them off; Vulgate reads And the
thirsty shall drink up their riches.

4:18 trust. Trust is the characteristic OT word for the
NT “faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the OT,

and is the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to take
refuge (Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps. 22:8).



He will not spare;
For I have not concealed the

hwords of the Holy One.
11“What strength do I have, that I

should hope?
And what is my end, that I

should prolong my life?
12 Is my strength the strength of

stones?
Or is my flesh bronze?

13 Is my help not within me?
And is success driven from me?

14“To him who is afflicted,
kindness should be shown
by his friend,

Even though he forsakes the
ifear of the Almighty.

15 jMy brothers have dealt
deceitfully like a brook,

Like the streams of the brooks
that pass away,

16 Which are dark because of the
ice,

And into which the snow
vanishes.

17 When it is warm, they cease to
flow;

When it is hot, they vanish
from their place.

18 The paths of their way turn
aside,

They go nowhere and perish.
19 The caravans of kTema look,

The travelers of lSheba hope for
them.

20 They are disappointed because
they were confident;

They come there and are
confused.

21 For now you are nothing,
You see terror and are afraid.

22 Did I ever say, ‘Bring
something to me’?

Or, ‘Offer a bribe for me from
your wealth’?

23 Or, m‘Deliver me from the
enemy’s hand’?

Or, ‘Redeem me from the hand
of oppressors’?

24“Teach me, and I will hold my
tongue;

Cause me to understand
wherein I have erred.

25 How forceful are right words!

24 You shall know that your tent is
in peace;

You shall visit your dwelling
and find nothing amiss.

25 You shall also know that your
descendants shall be many,

And your offspring like the
agrass of the earth.

26 You shall come to the grave at a
bfull age,

As a sheaf of grain ripens in its
season.

27 Behold, this we have csearched
out;

It is true.
Hear it, and know for yourself.”

Job replies; he pleads for pity (v. 14)

6THEN Job answered and said:

2“Oh, that my grief were fully
weighed,

And my calamity laid with it on
the scales!

3 For then it would be heavier
than the sand of the sea—

Therefore my words have been
rash.

4 For the arrows of the Almighty
are within me;

My spirit drinks in their poison;
The dterrors of God are arrayed

eagainst me.
5 Does the fwild donkey bray

when it has grass,
Or does the ox low over its

fodder?
6 Can flavorless food be eaten

without salt?
Or is there any taste in the

white of an egg?
7 My soul refuses to touch them;

They are as loathsome food to
me.

8“Oh, that I might have my
request,

That God would grant me the
thing that I long for!

9 That it would please God to
crush me,

That He would loose His hand
and gcut me off!

10 Then I would still have comfort;
Though in anguish I would

exult,
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6:14 To him who is afflicted. Literally To him who melts. Prov. 17:17.



But what does your arguing
prove?

26 Do you intend to rebuke my
words,

And the speeches of a desperate
one, which are as wind?

27 Yes, you overwhelm the
fatherless,

And you undermine your friend.
28 Now therefore, be pleased to

look at me;
For I would never lie to your

face.
29 aYield now, let there be no

injustice!
Yes, concede, my

brighteousness still stands!
30 Is there injustice on my tongue?

Cannot my taste discern the
unsavory?

Job continues: all is suffering (v. 4)

7“IS there not a ctime of hard
service for man on earth?

Are not his days also like the
days of a hired man?

2 Like a servant who earnestly
desires the shade,

And like a hired man who
eagerly looks for his wages,

3 So I have been allotted months
of futility,

And wearisome nights have
been appointed to me.

4 dWhen I lie down, I say, ‘When
shall I arise,

And the night be ended?’
For I have had my fill of tossing

till dawn.
5 My flesh is caked with eworms

and dust,
My skin is cracked and breaks

out afresh.
6“My fdays are swifter than a

weaver’s shuttle,
And are spent without hope.

7 Oh, remember that my glife is a
breath!

My eye will never again see
good.

8 The eye of him who sees me
will see me no more;

While your eyes are upon me, I
shall no longer be.
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9 As the cloud disappears and

vanishes away,
So he who goes down to the

hgrave does not come up.
10 He shall never return to his

house,
Nor shall his place know him

ianymore.
11“Therefore I will not restrain my

mouth;
I will speak in the anguish of

my spirit;
I will complain in the

bitterness of my soul.
12 Am I a sea, or a sea serpent,

That You set a guard over me?
13 When I say, ‘My bed will

comfort me,
My couch will ease my

complaint,’
14 Then You scare me with dreams

And terrify me with visions,
15 So that my soul chooses

strangling
And death rather than my

body.*
16 I loathe my life;

I would not live forever.
Let me alone,
For my days are but a breath.

17“What j is man, that You should
exalt him,

That You should set Your heart
on him,

18 That You should visit him every
morning,

And ktest him every moment?
19 How long?

Will You not look away from
me,

And let me alone till I swallow
my saliva?

20 Have I sinned?
What have I done to You, 

O watcher of men?
Why have You set me as Your

target,
So that I am a burden to

myself?*

21 Why then do You not pardon
my transgression,

And take away my iniquity?
*7:15 Literally my bones *7:20 Following
Masoretic Text, Targum, and Vulgate; Septuagint
and Jewish tradition read to You.

7:2 earnestly desires. Literally gapes after.



12 While it is yet green and not
cut down,

It withers before any other plant.
13 So are the paths of all who

fforget God;
And the hope of the ghypocrite

shall perish,
14 Whose confidence shall be cut

off,
And whose trust is a spider’s

web.
15 He leans on his house, but it

does not stand.
He holds it fast, but it does not

endure.
16 He grows green in the sun,

And his branches spread out in
his garden.

17 His roots wrap around the rock
heap,

And look for a place in the
stones.

18 If he is destroyed from his place,
Then it will deny him, saying,

‘I have not seen you.’
19“Behold, this is the joy of His

way,
And out of the earth others will

grow.
20 Behold, hGod will not cast

away the iblameless,
Nor will He uphold the

evildoers.
21 He will yet fill your mouth with

laughing,
And your lips with jrejoicing.

22 Those who hate you will be
kclothed with shame,

And the dwelling place of the
wicked will come to
nothing.”*

Job responds: how can a man be
righteous before God? (vv. 2,20)

9THEN Job answered and said:

2“Truly I know it is so,
But how can a lman be

mrighteous before God?

For now I will lie down in the
dust,

And You will seek me diligently,
But I will no longer be.”

Bildad’s first speech: the fathers
agree with me (v. 8)

8THEN Bildad the Shuhite an-
swered and said:

2“How long will you speak these
things,

And the words of your mouth
be like a strong wind?

3 Does God subvert a judgment?
Or does the Almighty pervert

b justice?
4 If your sons have sinned against

Him,
He has cast them away for their

transgression.
5 If you would earnestly cseek

God
And make your supplication to

the Almighty,
6 If you were pure and upright,

Surely now He would awake for
you,

And prosper your rightful
dwelling place.

7 Though your beginning was
small,

Yet your latter end would
dincrease abundantly.

8“For inquire, please, of the
former age,

And consider the things
discovered by their fathers;

9 For we were born yesterday,
and know nothing,

Because our edays on earth are
a shadow.

10 Will they not teach you and tell
you,

And utter words from their
heart?

11“Can the papyrus grow up
without a marsh?

Can the reeds flourish without
water?
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*8:22 Literally will not be

8:1 Bildad bases his counsel to Job upon tradition (vv.
8–10). His discourses abound in proverbs and pious plati-
tudes which, though true enough, are known to everyone
(9:1–3; 13:2). They are superficial and shed no light on
Job’s problem. See 4:7, note.

8:14 trust. Trust is the characteristic OT word for the

NT “faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the OT,
and is the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to take
refuge (Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps.
22:8).

8:20 uphold the evildoers. Literally take the ungodly by
the hand.



3 If one wished to contend with
Him,

He could not answer Him one
time out of a thousand.

4 aGod is wise in heart and
mighty in strength.

Who has hardened himself
against Him and prospered?

5 He removes the mountains, and
they do not know

When He overturns them in
His anger;

6 He bshakes the earth out of its
place,

And its pillars tremble;
7 He commands the sun, and it

does not rise;
He seals off the stars;

8 He alone spreads out the
heavens,

And ctreads on the waves of
the sea;

9 dHe made the eBear, Orion, and
the Pleiades,

And the chambers of the south;
10 He does great things past

finding out,
Yes, wonders without fnumber.

11 If He goes by me, I do gnot see
Him;

If He moves past, I do not
perceive Him;

12 If He takes away, who can
hinder Him?

Who can say to Him, h‘What
are You doing?’

13 God will not withdraw His
anger,

The allies of the iproud* lie
prostrate beneath Him.

14“How then can I answer Him,
And choose my words to

reason with Him?
15 For though I were righteous, I

could not answer Him;
I would jbeg mercy of my Judge.

16 If I called and He answered me,
I would not believe that He was

listening to my voice.
17 For He crushes me with a

tempest,
And multiplies my wounds

without cause.
18 He will not allow me to catch

my breath,
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But fills me with bitterness.

19 If it is a matter of strength,
indeed He is strong;

And if of justice, who will
appoint my day in court?

20 Though I were righteous, my
own mouth would
condemn me;

Though I were kblameless, it
would prove me perverse.

21“I am lblameless, yet I do not
know myself;

I despise my life.
22 It is all one thing;

Therefore I say, m‘He destroys
the nblameless and the
wicked.’

23 If the scourge slays suddenly,
He laughs at the plight of the

innocent.
24 The earth is given into the

hand of the wicked.
He covers the faces of its judges.
If it is not He, who else could it

be?
25“Now omy days are swifter than

a runner;
They flee away, they see no

good.
26 They pass by like swift ships,

Like an eagle swooping on its
prey.

27 p If I say, ‘I will forget my
complaint,

I will put off my sad face and
wear a smile,’

28 I am afraid of all my sufferings;
I know that You will not hold

me qinnocent.
29 If I am condemned,

Why then do I labor in vain?
30 r If I wash myself with snow

water,
And cleanse my hands with

soap,
31 Yet You will plunge me into the

pit,
And my own clothes will abhor

me.
32“For s He is not a man, as I am,

That I may answer Him,
And that we should go to court

together.
*9:13 Hebrew rahab

9:26 swift ships. Literally ships of Ebeh.



And curdle me like cheese,
11 Clothe me with skin and flesh,

And knit me together with
bones and sinews?

12 You have granted me life and
favor,

And Your hcare has preserved
my spirit.

13 ‘And these things You have
hidden in Your heart;

I know that this was with You:
14 If I sin, then You imark me,

And will not acquit me of my
iniquity.

15 If I am wicked, woe to me;
Even if I am righteous, I cannot

lift up my head.
I am full of disgrace;
See my misery!

16 If my head is exalted,
You hunt me like a fierce lion,
And again You show Yourself

awesome against me.
17 You renew Your witnesses

against me,
And increase Your indignation

toward me;
Changes and war are ever with

me.
18 ‘Why then have You brought me

out of the womb?
Oh, that I had perished and no

eye had seen jme!
19 I would have been as though I

had not been.
I would have been carried from

the womb to the grave.
20 Are not my days few?

Cease! kLeave me alone, that I
may take a little comfort,

21 Before I go to the place from
which I shall not return,

lTo the land of darkness and the
mshadow of death,

22 A land as dark as darkness
itself,

As the shadow of death,
without any order,

Where even the light is like
darkness.’ ”

33 Nor is there any amediator
between us,

Who may lay his hand on us
both.

34 Let Him take His rod away from
me,

And do not let dread of Him
terrify me.

35 Then I would speak and not
fear Him,

But it is not so with me.

Job continues: he states that both
the righteous and the wicked suffer

10“MY soul bloathes my life;
I will give free course to my 
complaint,

I will speak in the bitterness of
my soul.

2 I will say to God, ‘Do not
condemn me;

Show me why You contend
with me.

3 Does it seem good to You that
You should coppress,

That You should despise the
work of Your hands,

And smile on the counsel of the
wicked?

4 Do You have eyes of flesh?
Or do You dsee as man sees?

5 Are Your days like the days of a
mortal man?

Are Your years like the days of a
mighty man,

6 That You should seek for my
iniquity

And search out my sin,
7 Although You eknow that I am

not wicked,
And there is no one who can

deliver from Your hand?
8 ‘Your f hands have made me and

fashioned me,
An intricate unity;
Yet You would gdestroy me.

9 Remember, I pray, that You
have made me like clay.

And will You turn me into dust
again?

10 Did You not pour me out like
milk,
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9:33 mediator. The Hebrew word for mediator is trans-
lated in the Septuagint by the same word Paul uses in
1 Tim. 2:5. Job longs for someone who understands both
God and man and who will draw them together. Ultimate-
ly this is what our Lord Jesus Christ did. But Job desires
some man in his own time who has “eyes of flesh” and

who can sympathize with his human weakness. This long-
ing increases as the book progresses (9:32–33; 10:4–5,
8–10; 13:21–22; 16:21; 23:3). Finally Elihu claims to be
the one whom Job seeks, who will be like him and will not
make him afraid (33:6–7,23).



Zophar’s first charge: how dares
Job claim innocence? (vv. 4–8)

11THEN Zophar the Naama-
thite answered and said:

2“Should not the multitude of
words be answered?

And should a man full of talk be
vindicated?

3 Should your empty talk make
men hold their peace?

And when you mock, should no
one rebuke you?

4 For you have said,
‘My doctrine is pure,
And I am aclean in your eyes.’

5 But oh, that God would speak,
And open His lips against you,

6 That He would show you the
secrets of wisdom!

For they would double your
prudence.

Know therefore that bGod
exacts from you

Less than your iniquity
deserves.

7“Can c you search out the deep
things of God?

Can you find out the limits of
the Almighty?

8 They are higher than heaven—
what can you do?

Deeper than dSheol—what can
you know?

9 Their measure is longer than
the earth

And broader than the sea.
10“If He passes by, imprisons, and

gathers to judgment,
Then who can hinder Him?

11 For He knows deceitful men;
He sees wickedness also.
Will He not then consider it?

12 For an empty-headed man will
be wise,

When a wild donkey’s colt is
born a man.

13“If e you would prepare your
heart,

And stretch out your hands
toward Him;

14 If iniquity were in your hand,
and you put it far away,
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And would not let wickedness

dwell in your ftents;
15 Then surely you could lift up

your face without spot;
Yes, you could be steadfast, and

not fear;
16 Because you would forget your

misery,
And remember it as waters that

have passed away,
17 And your life would be brighter

than noonday.
Though you were dark, you

would be like the morning.
18 And you would be secure,

because there is hope;
Yes, you would dig around you,

and take your rest in safety.
19 You would also lie down, and

no one would make you
afraid;

Yes, many would court your
favor.

20 But the eyes of the wicked will
fail,

And they shall not escape,
And their hope—loss of life!”

Job’s rebuttal: the wicked are not
immediately punished

12THEN Job answered and
said:

2“No doubt gyou are the people,
And wisdom will die with you!

3 But I have understanding as
well as you;

I am not hinferior to you.
Indeed, who does not know

such things as these?
4“I am one mocked by his

friends,
Who icalled on God, and He

answered him,
The j just and blameless who is

ridiculed.
5 A lamp* is despised in the

thought of one who is at
ease;

It is made ready for those
whose feet kslip.

6 The ltents of robbers mprosper,
*12:5 Or disaster

11:1 Zophar in his counsel emphasizes legalism. He pre-
sumes to know what God will do in any given case, why He
will do it, and what His thoughts about it are. See 4:7, note.

11:8 higher than heaven. Literally as the heights of
heaven.



And those who provoke God
are secure—

In what God aprovides by His
hand.

7“But now ask the beasts, and
they will teach you;

And the birds of the air, and
they will tell you;

8 Or speak to the earth, and it
will teach you;

And the fish of the sea will
explain to you.

9 Who among all these does not
know

That the hand of the LORD has
done this,

10 b In whose hand is the life of
every living thing,

And the cbreath of all mankind?
11 Does not the ear test words

And the mouth taste its food?
12 Wisdom is with aged men,

And with length of days,
understanding.

13“WithHim are dwisdom and
strength,

He has counsel and
understanding.

14 If eHe breaks a thing down, it
cannot be rebuilt;

If He imprisons a man, there
can be no release.

15 If fHe withholds the waters,
they dry up;

g If He sends them out, they
overwhelm the earth.

16 With Him are strength and
prudence.

The deceived and the deceiver
are His.

17 He leads counselors away
plundered,

And makes fools of the judges.
18 He loosens the bonds of kings,

And binds their waist with a
belt.

19 He leads princes* away
plundered,

And overthrows the mighty.
20 He deprives the trusted ones of

speech,
And takes away the

discernment of the elders.

12:6

a Cp. Matt. 5:45

12:10

b Acts 17:28; cp.
Num. 16:22;
Dan. 5:23

c Job 33:4; cp.
Eccl. 12:7

12:13

d Job 9:4; 36:5

12:14

e Job 11:10

12:15

f Cp. 1 Kin. 8:35;
17:1

g Cp. Gen. 7:11
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*12:19 Literally priests, but not in the technical
sense

12:13 With Him. That is, With God.

12:7 ANIMALS OF THE BIBLE

Antelope: Deuteronomy 14:5
Ape: 1 Kings 10:22
Badger: The Hebrew word tahas seems to be a generic
name for dolphins, seals, etc. Exodus 26:14; Ezekiel
16:10.
Bear: 1 Samuel 17:34–37
Behemoth: Possibly the hippopotamus. Job 40:15.
Camel: from the Hebrew gamal, also beker (the young
camel). Genesis 24:14; Leviticus 11:4; Judges 7:12.
Cattle (bull, cow, calf): 1 Samuel 6:7; Psalm 68:30.
Deer: Perhaps also the antelope or gazelle. Deuterono-
my 12:15; 14:5; Isaiah 51: 20; 1 Kings 4:23.
Dog: Never used except in disgust. Never referred to as
used in hunting, nor (except Job 30:1) for tending
sheep; but only as guarding the house (Isaiah 56:10),
warding off wild beasts, or as a predatory animal, even
feeding on human bodies, as in the case of Jezebel
(2 Kings 9:36).
Donkey: The honored animal for carrying dignitaries.
Also used as a beast of burden. Judges 5:10.
Fox: Includes fox and jackal. Judges 15:4.
Gazelle: Deuteronomy 14:5
Goat: The he-goat is used as a symbol of strength and
also of impurity. Isaiah 14:9; 2 Chronicles 29:21; Leviti-
cus 9:3; Genesis 30:35.
Goat (wild): Deuteronomy 14:5; Psalm 104:18
Greyhound: Referred to only in Proverbs 30:31, where
the translation is very doubtful.
Hare (or rabbit): Leviticus 11:6.
Horse: Genesis 47:17. Later they were only used for
hunting and war. The kings of Israel were forbidden to
multiply horses, because that act was connected to the
worship of the sun. Nahum 3:2,3; Deuteronomy 17:16.
Hyena: Referred to only in Isaiah 13:22. The valley of
Zeboim is still called by Arabs “The gorge of the hyena.”
Leopard: Isaiah 11:6.
Leviathan: A large sea creature, identity uncertain. Job
41:1.
Lion: The only mentions of lion hunting are in Job
4:10–11, and Ezekiel 19:2–9. Genesis 49:9; 1 Samuel
17:34.
Mule: The mule was not used by the Hebrews till Da-
vid’s time. Then the mule and the horse replaced the
donkey as a royal beast. 2 Samuel 13:29; 1 Kings 10:25.
Monkey: 1 Kings 10:22.
Mouse (rat): Isaiah 66:17.
Ox: The ox was pastured in the open, but it was not
used much for food, since there is little grazing land. It
was used for sacrifices, plowing, trading corn and
pulling wagons. Exodus 22:1,4; Numbers 7:3.
Rock badgers: Psalm 104:18; Proverbs 30:26.
Sheep (ram, ewe, lamb): Genesis 32:14; 2 Samuel
12:1–4.
Sheep (wild): Deuteronomy 14:5.
Swine (or pig): Leviticus 11:7; Deuteronomy 14:8; Mat-
thew 7:6.
Wolf: Isaiah 11:6.



21 aHe pours contempt on princes,
And disarms the mighty.

22 bHe uncovers deep things out of
darkness,

And brings the shadow of death
to light.

23 He makes nations great, and
destroys them;

He enlarges nations, and guides
them.

24 He takes away the
understanding* of the chiefs
of the people of the earth,

And makes them wander in a
pathless wilderness.

25 They cgrope in the dark
without light,

And He makes them stagger
like a drunken man.

Job continues his rebuttal

13“BEHOLD, my eye has seen
all this,

My ear has heard and
understood it.

2 What you know, I also know;
I am not inferior to you.

3 But I would speak to the
Almighty,

And I desire to dreason with
God.

4 But you forgers of lies,
You are all worthless physicians.

5 Oh, that you would be silent,
And it would be your wisdom!

6 Now hear my reasoning,
And heed the pleadings of my

lips.
7 Will you espeak wickedly for

God,
And talk deceitfully for Him?

8 Will you show partiality for
Him?

Will you contend for God?
9 Will it be well when He

searches you out?
Or can you mock Him as one

mocks a man?
10 He will surely rebuke you

If you secretly show partiality.
11 Will not His excellence make

you afraid,
And the dread of Him fall upon

you?
12 Your platitudes are proverbs of

ashes,
Your defenses are defenses of

clay.

13:15

f Ps. 23:4; Prov.
14:32

g Job 27:5

13:16

h Job 8:13

13:18

i Job 6:29

13:21

j Ps. 39:10

13:22

k Job 14:15

13:23

l Cp. Job 22:5-10

13:24

m Ps. 13:1; 44:24;
88:14; cp. Deut.
32:20; Is. 8:17

12:21

a Ps. 107:40; cp.
Dan. 2:21

12:22

b Dan. 2:22; Matt.
10:26; 1 Cor.
4:5

12:25

c Job 5:14; 15:30;
18:18

13:3

d Job 23:4; 31:35

13:7

e Job 27:4
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13“Hold your peace with me, and

let me speak,
Then let come on me what may!

14 Why do I take my flesh in my
teeth,

And put my life in my hands?
15 fThough He slay me, yet will I

trust Him.
Even so, I will gdefend my own

ways before Him.
16 He also shall be my salvation,

For a hhypocrite could not
come before Him.

17 Listen carefully to my speech,
And to my declaration with

your ears.
18 See now, I have prepared my

case,
I know that I shall be

ivindicated.
19 Who is he who will contend

with me?
If now I hold my tongue, I

perish.
20“Only two things do not do to

me,
Then I will not hide myself

from You:
21 jWithdraw Your hand far from

me,
And let not the dread of You

make me afraid.
22 Then call, and I will kanswer;

Or let me speak, then You
respond to me.

23 How many are my iniquities
and sins?

Make me know my
transgression and my lsin.

24mWhy do You hide Your face,
And regard me as Your enemy?

25 Will You frighten a leaf driven
to and fro?

And will You pursue dry stubble?
26 For You write bitter things

against me,
And make me inherit the

iniquities of my youth.
27 You put my feet in the stocks,

And watch closely all my paths.
You set a limit* for the soles of

my feet.
28“Man* decays like a rotten thing,

Like a garment that is 
moth-eaten.

*12:24 Literally heart *13:27 Literally inscribe
a print *13:28 Literally He



13“Oh, that You would hide me in
the hgrave,

That You would conceal me
until Your wrath is past,

That You would appoint me a set
time, and remember me!

14 If a man dies, shall he live again?
All the days of my hard service

I will wait,
Till my change comes.

15 You shall call, and I will answer
You;

You shall desire the work of
Your hands.

16 iFor now You number my steps,
But do not watch over my sin.

17 jMy transgression is sealed up
in a bag,

And You cover* my iniquity.
18“But as a mountain falls and

crumbles away,
And as a rock is moved from its

place;
19 As water wears away stones,

And as torrents wash away the
soil of the earth;

So You destroy the hope of man.
20 You prevail forever against him,

and he passes on;
You change his countenance

and send him away.
21 His sons come to honor, and he

does knot know it;
They are brought low, and he

does not perceive it.
22 But his flesh will be in pain

over it,
And his soul will mourn over it.”

Eliphaz’s second speech: Job
rebuked; the wicked do not prosper

15THEN lEliphaz the Temanite
answered and said:

2“Should a wise man answer with
empty knowledge,

And fill himself with the east
wind?

3 Should he reason with
unprofitable talk,

Job continues: he awaits resurrection

14“MAN who is born of
woman

Is of few days and afull of
trouble.

2 bHe comes forth like a flower
and fades away;

He flees like a shadow and does
not continue.

3 And do You open Your eyes on
such a cone,

And bring me* to judgment
with Yourself?

4 Who can bring a clean thing
out of an unclean?

No one!
5 Since his days are determined,

The dnumber of his months is
with You;

You have appointed his limits,
so that he cannot pass.

6 Look away from him that he
may rest,

Till like a hired man he finishes
his day.

7“For there is hope for a tree,
If it is cut down, that it will

sprout again,
And that its tender shoots will

not cease.
8 Though its root may grow old

in the earth,
And its stump may die in the

ground,
9 Yet at the scent of water it will

bud
And bring forth branches like a

plant.
10 But man dies and is laid away;

Indeed he breathes his last
And where is ehe?

11 As water disappears from the
sea,

And a river becomes parched
and dries up,

12 So man lies down and does not
rise.

fTill the heavens are no more,
They will not awake
Nor be roused from their gsleep.

14:13

h See Hab. 2:5,
note; cp. Luke
16:23, note

14:16

i Job 10:6,14;
13:27; 31:4;
34:21; Ps. 56:8;
139:1-3; Prov.
5:21; Jer. 32:19

14:17

j Cp. Deut.
32:34; Hos.
13:12

14:21

k Cp. Eccl. 9:5
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l Job 4:1

14:1

a Job 5:7; Eccl.
2:23

14:2

b Job 8:9; Ps.
90:5,6,9;
102:11; 103:15;
144:4; Is. 40:6;
James 1:10-11;
1 Pet. 1:24

14:3

c Cp. Job 7:17-18

14:5

d Job 21:21; Heb.
9:27

14:10

e Job 10:21-22

14:12

f Ps. 102:25-26;
Is. 51:6; 65:17
66:22; 2 Pet.
3:7,10-11; Rev.
20:11; 21:1

g Cp. Job 19:26
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*14:3 Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read him.
*14:17 Literally plaster over

14:14 live again. This is one of three great problems
raised by the Book of Job, each of which reaches its solu-
tion in the Lord Jesus Christ. Considered in logical order,
they are: the problems of (1) the invisible God—”Oh, that I
knew where I might find Him!” (23:3)—answered by the

incarnation of Christ; (2) human sin—”How can a man be
righteous before God?” (9:2; 25:4)—answered by the death
of Christ; and (3) death and immortality—”If a man dies,
shall he live again?” (14:14)—answered by the resurrec-
tion of Christ.



Or by speeches with which he
can do no good?

4 Yes, you cast off fear,
And restrain prayer before God.

5 For your iniquity teaches your
mouth,

And you choose the tongue of
the acrafty.

6 bYour own mouth condemns
you, and not I;

Yes, your own lips testify
against you.

7“Are you the first man who was
born?

Or were you cmade before the
hills?

8 Have you heard the counsel of
God?

Do you limit wisdom to yourself?
9 What do you know that we do

not know?
What do you understand that is

not in us?
10 Both the gray-haired and the

daged are among us,
Much older than your father.

11 Are the consolations of God too
small for you,

And the word spoken gently*

with you?
12 Why does your heart carry you

away,
And what do your eyes wink at,

13 That you turn your spirit
against God,

And let such words go out of
your mouth?

14“What is man, that he could be
pure?

And he who is born of a
woman, that he could be
erighteous?

15 If God puts no trust in His
fsaints,

And the gheavens are not pure
in His sight,

16 hHow much less man, who is
abominable and filthy,

Who drinks iniquity like water!
17“I will tell you, hear me;

What I have seen I will declare,
18 What wise men have told,
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i Cp. 1 Thess. 5:3
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j Job 14:10-12
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k Job 18:12
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l Ps. 17:10
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m Job 20:28;
27:16-17
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n Job 4:9
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a Job 5:12-13

15:6

b Job 9:20; Luke
19:22
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c Job 38:4,21

15:10

d Job 8:8-10

15:14

e Cp. Job 14:4

15:15

f Job 5:1; cp. 4:18

g Cp. Col. 1:20;
Heb. 9:23
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h Job 4:19; Ps.
14:3; 53:3

JOB 15:4–30 715
Not hiding anything received

from their fathers,
19 To whom alone the land was

given,
And no alien passed among

them:
20 The wicked man writhes with

pain all his days,
And the number of years is

hidden from the oppressor.
21 Dreadful sounds are in his ears;

In prosperity the destroyer
comes upon ihim.

22 He does not believe that he will
jreturn from darkness,

For a sword is waiting for him.
23 He wanders about for bread,

saying, ‘Where is it?’
He knows that a kday of

darkness is ready at his
hand.

24 Trouble and anguish make him
afraid;

They overpower him, like a
king ready for battle.

25 For he stretches out his hand
against God,

And acts defiantly against the
Almighty,

26 Running stubbornly against Him
With his strong, embossed

shield.
27“Though l he has covered his

face with his fatness,
And made his waist heavy with

fat,
28 He dwells in desolate cities,

In houses which no one
inhabits,

Which are destined to become
ruins.

29 He will not be rich,
Nor will his wealth mcontinue,
Nor will his possessions

overspread the earth.
30 He will not depart from

darkness;
The flame will dry out his

branches,
And nby the breath of His

mouth he will go away.
*15:11 Septuagint reads a secret thing.

15:12 And what do your eyes wink at. Literally And
why do your eyes flash.

15:15 trust. Trust is the characteristic OT word for the
NT “faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the OT,

and is the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to take
refuge (Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps.
22:8).

15:21 Dreadful sounds. Literally A sound of fears.



He gnashes at me with His
teeth;

My gadversary sharpens His
gaze on me.

10 They hgape at me with their
mouth,

They strike me reproachfully on
the cheek,

They gather together against me.
11 God has delivered me to the

ungodly,
And turned me over to the

hands of the wicked.
12 I was at ease, but He has

ishattered me;
He also has taken me by my

neck, and shaken me to
pieces;

He has set me up for His
jtarget,

13 His archers surround me.
He pierces my heart* and does

not pity;
He pours out my gall on the

ground.
14 He breaks me with wound

upon wound;
He runs at me like a warrior.*

15“I have sewn sackcloth over my
skin,

And laid my khead* in the dust.
16 My face is flushed from

weeping,
And on my eyelids is the

shadow of death;
17 Although no violence is in my

hands,
And my prayer is pure.

18“O earth, do not cover my blood,
And let my cry have no resting

place!
19 Surely even now lmy witness is

in heaven,
And my evidence is on high.

20 My friends scorn me;
My eyes pour out tears to God.

21mOh, that one might nplead for a
man with God,

As a man pleads for his
neighbor!

22 For when a few years are
finished,

I shall go the way of no oreturn.

31 Let him not trust in futile
things, deceiving himself,

For futility will be his reward.
32 It will be accomplished before

his time,
And his branch will not be

green.
33 He will shake off his unripe

grape like a vine,
And cast off his blossom like an

olive tree.
34 For the company of hypocrites

will be barren,
And fire will consume the

atents of bribery.
35 bThey conceive trouble and

bring forth futility;
Their womb prepares deceit.”

Job’s reply: his friends are
miserable comforters

16THEN Job answered and
said:

2“I have heard many such things;
Miserable comforters are you

all!
3 Shall words of wind have an

end?
Or what provokes you that you

answer?
4 I also could speak as you do,

If your soul were in my soul’s
place.

I could heap up words against
you,

And shake my head at you;
5 But I would strengthen you

with my mouth,
And the comfort of my lips

would relieve your grief.
6“Though I speak, my grief is not

relieved;
And if I remain silent, how am

I eased?
7 But now He has cworn me out;

You dhave made desolate all my
company.

8 You have shriveled me up,
And it is a witness against me;
My leanness rises up against

me
And bears ewitness to my face.

9 He ftears me in His wrath, and
hates me;
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*16:13 Literally kidneys *16:14 Vulgate reads
giant. *16:15 Literally horn

16:2 Miserable. Or troublesome. Job 13:4; 21:34.



Job continues: will he rest
in death? (v. 16)

17“MY spirit is broken,
My days are extinguished,

The grave is ready for me.
2 Are not amockers with me?

And does not my eye dwell on
their provocation?

3“Now put down a pledge for me
with Yourself.

bWho is he who will shake
hands with me?

4 For You have hidden their heart
from cunderstanding;

Therefore You will not exalt
them.

5 He who speaks flattery to his
friends,

Even the eyes of his children
will dfail.

6“But He has made me a byword
of the people,

And I have become one in
whose face men spit.

7 My eye has also grown dim
because of sorrow,

And all my members are like
shadows.

8 Upright men are astonished at
this,

And the innocent stirs himself
up against the hypocrite.

9 Yet the righteous will hold to
his eway,

And he who has fclean hands
will be stronger and
stronger.

10“But please, come back again, all
of you,*

For I shall not find one wise
man among you.

11 My days are past,
My purposes are broken off,
Even the thoughts of my heart.

12 They change the night into day;
‘The light is near,’ they say, in

the face of darkness.
13 If I wait for the ggrave as my

house,
If I make my bed in the

darkness,
14 If I say to corruption, ‘You are

my father,’
And to the worm, ‘You are my

mother and my sister,’
15 Where then is my hhope?
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As for my hope, who can see it?

16 Will they go down to the gates
of iSheol?

Shall we have rest together in
the dust?”

Bildad’s second speech: a series
of proverbs

18THEN jBildad the Shuhite
answered and said:

2“How long till you put an end to
words?

Gain understanding, and
afterward we will speak.

3 Why are we counted as beasts,
And regarded as stupid in your

sight?
4 You who tear yourself in anger,

Shall the earth be forsaken for
you?

Or shall the rock be removed
from its place?

5“The light of the wicked indeed
goes out,

And the flame of his fire does
not shine.

6 The light is dark in his ktent,
And his llamp beside him is put

out.
7 The steps of his strength are

shortened,
And his own counsel mcasts

him down.
8 For he is cast into a net by his

own feet,
And he walks into a snare.

9 The net takes him by the heel,
And a snare lays hold of him.

10 A noose is hidden for him on
the ground,

And a trap for him in the road.
11 Terrors frighten him on every

side,
And drive him to his feet.

12 His strength is starved,
And ndestruction is ready at his

side.
13 It devours patches of his skin;

The firstborn of death devours
his limbs.

14 He is uprooted from the shelter
of his tent,

And they parade him before the
king of terrors.

*17:10 Following some Hebrew manuscripts,
Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate; Masoretic Text and
Targum read all of them.



9 gHe has stripped me of my glory,
And taken the crown from my

head.
10 He breaks me down on every

side,
And I am gone;
My hhope He has uprooted like

a tree.
11 He has also kindled His wrath

against me,
And He counts me as one of

His ienemies.
12 His troops come together

And build up their road against
me;

They encamp all around my
tent.

13“He j has removed my brothers
far from me,

And my acquaintances are
completely estranged from
me.

14 My relatives have failed,
And my close friends have

forgotten me.
15 Those who dwell in my house,

and my maidservants,
Count me as a stranger;
I am an alien in their sight.

16 I call my servant, but he gives
no answer;

I beg him with my mouth.
17 My breath is offensive to my

wife,
And I am repulsive to the

children of my own body.
18 Even young children kdespise

me;
I arise, and they speak against

me.
19 All my close friends abhor me,

And those whom I love have
turned against me.

20 My bone clings to my skin and
to my flesh,

And I have escaped by the skin
of my teeth.

21“Have pity on me, have pity on
me, O you my friends,

lFor the hand of God has struck
me!

22 Why do you persecute me as
God does,

15 They dwell in his tent who are
none of his;

Brimstone is scattered on his
dwelling.

16 His roots are dried out below,
And his branch withers above.

17 aThe memory of him perishes
from the earth,

And he has no name among the
renowned.*

18 He is driven from light into
darkness,

And chased out of the world.
19 He has neither son nor

posterity among his people,
Nor any remaining in his

dwellings.
20 Those in the west are

astonished bat his day,
As those in the east are

frightened.
21 Surely such are the dwellings of

the wicked,
And this is the place of him

who does not know God.”

Job’s reply: he knows that his
Redeemer lives (vv. 23–27)

19THEN Job answered and
said:

2“How long will you torment my
soul,

And break me in pieces with
words?

3 These cten times you have
reproached me;

You are not ashamed that you
have wronged me.*

4 And if indeed I have erred,
My error remains with me.

5 If indeed you exalt yourselves
against me,

And plead my disgrace against
me,

6 Know then that dGod has
wronged me,

And has surrounded me with
His net.

7“If I cry out concerning wrong, I
am not heard.

If I cry aloud, there is no
e justice.

8 fHe has fenced up my way, so
that I cannot pass;

And He has set darkness in my
paths.
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And are not satisfied with my
flesh?

23“Oh, that my words were
written!

Oh, that they were inscribed in
a book!

24 That they were engraved on a
rock

With an iron pen and lead,
forever!

25 For I know that my aRedeemer
lives,

And He shall bstand at last on
the earth;

26 And after my skin is destroyed,
this I know,

That cin my flesh I shall dsee
God,

27 Whom I shall see for myself,
And my eyes shall behold, and

not another.
How my heart yearns within

me!
28 If you should say, ‘How shall

we persecute him?’—
Since the root of the matter is

found in me,
29 Be afraid of the sword for

yourselves;
For wrath brings the

punishment of the sword,
That you may know there is a

e judgment.”

Zophar’s final speech: the
portion of the wicked (v. 29)

20THEN fZophar the Naama-
thite answered and said:

2“Therefore my anxious thoughts
make me answer,

Because of the turmoil within
me.

3 I have heard the rebuke that
reproaches me,

And the spirit of my
understanding causes me
to answer.

4“Do you not know this of gold,
Since man was placed on earth,

5 That the htriumphing of the
wicked is short,
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And the joy of the hypocrite is

but for a imoment?
6 Though his haughtiness mounts

up to the heavens,
And his head reaches to the

clouds,
7 Yet he will perish forever like

his own refuse;
Those who have seen him will

say, ‘Where is he?’
8 He will fly away jlike a dream,

and not be found;
Yes, he kwill be chased away

like a vision of the night.
9 The eye that saw him will see

him no more,
Nor will his place behold him

anymore.
10 His children will seek the favor

of the poor,
And his hands lwill restore his

wealth.
11 His bones are full of his

youthful vigor,
But it will lie down with him in

the dust.
12“Though evil is sweet in his

mouth,
And he hides it under his

tongue,
13 Though he spares it and does

not forsake it,
But still keeps it in his mouth,

14 Yet his food in his stomach
turns sour;

It becomes cobra venom within
him.

15 He swallows down riches
And vomits them up again;
God casts them out of his belly.

16 He will suck the poison of
cobras;

The viper’s tongue will slay
him.

17 He will not see the streams,
The rivers flowing with honey

and cream.
18 He will restore that for which

he labored,
And will not swallow it down;
From the proceeds of business
He will get no enjoyment.

19:24 engraved on a rock. For permanence, because
papyrus or skin would perish in time.

19:26 in my flesh. This passage contains one of the
sublimest expressions in the OT of faith in the living Re-

deemer, His personal appearance on earth, the personal
participation of the godly in the resurrection of bliss be-
cause of Him, and the assured vision of God by the righ-
teous. Compare 14:13–15.



3 Bear with me that I may speak,
And after I have spoken, keep

mocking.
4“As for me, is my complaint

against man?
And if it were, why should I

not be impatient?
5 Look at me and be astonished;

Put your hand over your mouth.
6 Even when I remember I am

terrified,
And trembling takes hold of my

flesh.
7 gWhy do the wicked live and

become old,
Yes, become mighty in power?

8 Their descendants are
established with them in
their sight,

And their offspring before their
eyes.

9 Their houses are safe from fear,
hNeither is the rod of God upon

them.
10 Their bull breeds without

failure;
Their cow calves without

miscarriage.
11 They send forth their little ones

like a flock,
And their children dance.

12 They sing to the tambourine
and harp,

And rejoice to the sound of the
flute.

13 They spend their days in
wealth,

And in a moment go down to
the igrave.*

14 Yet they say to God, ‘Depart
from us,

For we do not desire the
knowledge of Your ways.

15 jWho is the Almighty, that we
should serve Him?

And kwhat profit do we have if
we pray to Him?’

16 Indeed their prosperity is not
in their hand;

The lcounsel of the wicked is
far from me.

17“How often is the lamp of the
wicked put out?

19 For he has oppressed and
forsaken the poor,

He has violently seized a house
which he did not build.

20“Because he knows no quietness
in his heart,*

He will not save anything he
desires.

21 Nothing is left for him to eat;
Therefore his well-being will

not last.
22 In his self-sufficiency he will be

in distress;
Every hand of misery will come

against him.
23 When he is about to fill his

stomach,
God will cast on him the fury of

His wrath,
And will rain it on him while

he is eating.
24 He will flee from the iron

weapon;
A abronze bow will pierce him

through.
25 It is drawn, and comes out of

the body;
Yes, the glittering point comes

out of his gall.
bTerrors come upon him;

26 Total darkness is reserved for
his treasures.

An unfanned fire will consume
him;

It shall go ill with him who is
left in his ctent.

27 The heavens will reveal his
iniquity,

And the earth will rise up
against him.

28 The increase of his house will
ddepart,

And his goods will flow away
in the day of His ewrath.

29 fThis is the portion from God
for a wicked man,

The heritage appointed to him
by God.”

Job’s answer: the sovereign God
will deal with the wicked

21THEN Job answered and
said:

2“Listen carefully to my speech,
And let this be your consolation.
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20:19 oppressed. Literally crushed. Job 24:2–4; 35:9. 21:13 in wealth. Or in mirth; or in good.



How often does their destruction
come upon them,

The sorrows aGod distributes
in His anger?

18 They are like straw before the
wind,

And like chaff that a storm
carries away.

19 They say, ‘God lays up one’s*

iniquity for his children’;
Let Him recompense him, that

he may know it.
20 Let his eyes see his destruction,

And let him bdrink of the wrath
of the Almighty.

21 For what does he care about his
household after him,

When the number of his
months is cut in half?

22“Can anyone cteach God
knowledge,

Since He judges those on high?
23 One dies in his full strength,

Being wholly at ease and secure;
24 His pails* are full of milk,

And the marrow of his bones is
moist.

25 Another man dies in the
bitterness of his soul,

Never having eaten with
pleasure.

26 They lie down alike in the dust,
And worms cover them.

27“Look, I know your thoughts,
And the schemes with which

you would wrong me.
28 For you say,

‘Where is the house of the
dprince?

And where is the tent,*
The dwelling place of the

wicked?’
29 Have you not asked those who

travel the road?
And do you not know their

signs?
30 For the wicked are reserved for

the eday of doom;
They shall be brought out on

the day of wrath.
31 Who condemns his way to his

face?
And who repays him for what

he has done?
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32 Yet he shall be brought to the

grave,
And a vigil kept over the tomb.

33 The clods of the valley shall be
sweet to him;

Everyone shall follow him,
As countless have gone before

him.
34 How then can you comfort me

with empty words,
Since falsehood remains in your

answers?”

Eliphaz’s final speech: he
accuses and exhorts Job

22THEN fEliphaz the Temanite
answered and said:

2“Can g a man be profitable to
God,

Though he who is wise may be
profitable to himself?

3 Is it any pleasure to the
Almighty that you are
righteous?

Or is it gain to Him that you
make your ways hblameless?

4“Is it because of your fear of Him
that He corrects you,

And enters into judgment with
you?

5 Is not your wickedness great,
And your iniquity iwithout

end?
6 For you have jtaken pledges

from your brother for no
reason,

And stripped the naked of their
clothing.

7 You have not given the weary
water to drink,

And kyou have withheld bread
from the hungry.

8 But the mighty man possessed
the land,

And the honorable man dwelt
in it.

9 You have sent widows away
empty,

And the strength of the
fatherless was crushed.

10 Therefore snares are all around
you,

*21:19 Literally his *21:24 Septuagint and
Vulgate read bowels; Syriac reads sides; Targum
reads breasts. *21:28 Vulgate omits the tent.

21:18 carries away. Literally steals away. 21:19 iniquity. That is, the punishment of his iniquity.



25 Yes, the Almighty will be your
gold*

And your precious silver;
26 For then you will have your

delight in the Almighty,
And lift up your face to God.

27 You will make your prayer to
Him,

He will hear you,
And you will pay your vows.

28 You will also declare a thing,
And it will be established for

you;
So light will shine on your ways.

29 When they cast you down, and
you say, ‘Exaltation will
come!’

Then He will save the humble
person.

30 He will even deliver one who is
not innocent;

Yes, he will be delivered by the
purity of your hands.”

Job replies: he longs for God (v. 3)

23THEN Job answered and
said:

2“Even today my hcomplaint is
bitter;

My* hand is listless because of
my groaning.

3 iOh, that I knew where I might
find Him,

That I might come to His seat!
4 I would present my case before

Him,
And fill my mouth with

arguments.
5 I would know the words which

He would answer me,
And understand what He

would say to me.
6 jWould He contend with me in

His great power?
No! But He would take note of

me.
7 There the upright could reason

with Him,
And I would be delivered

forever from my Judge.

And sudden fear troubles you,
11 Or darkness so that you cannot

see;
And an abundance of water

covers you.
12“Is not God in the height of

heaven?
And see the highest stars, how

lofty they are!
13 And you say, ‘What does God

know?
Can He judge through the deep

darkness?
14 aThick clouds cover Him, so that

He cannot see,
And He walks above the circle

of heaven.’
15 Will you keep to the old way

Which wicked men have trod,
16 Who were cut down before

their time,
Whose bfoundations were

swept away by a cflood?
17 They said to God, ‘Depart from

us!
What can the Almighty do to

dthem?’*
18 Yet He filled their houses with

good things;
But the counsel of the wicked

is far from me.
19“The righteous see it and are

glad,
And the innocent laugh at them:

20 ‘Surely our adversaries* are cut
down,

And the fire consumes their
remnant.’

21“Now acquaint yourself with
Him, and be at peace;

Thereby good will come to you.
22 Receive, please, einstruction

from His mouth,
And flay up His words in your

heart.
23 If you return to the Almighty,

you will be built up;
You will remove iniquity far

from your gtents.
24 Then you will lay your gold in

the dust,
And the gold of Ophir among

the stones of the brooks.
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8“Look, a I go forward, but He is
not there,

And backward, but I cannot
perceive Him;

9 When He works on the left
hand, I cannot behold Him;

When He turns to the right
hand, I cannot see Him.

10 But bHe cknows the way that I
take;

When He has dtested me, I
shall come forth as gold.

11 My foot has held fast to His
steps;

I have kept His way and not
turned aside.

12 I have not departed from the
ecommandment of His lips;

I have treasured the words of
His mouth

More than my necessary food.
13“But He is unique, and who can

fmake Him change?
And whatever His soul desires,

that He does.
14 For He performs what is

appointed for me,
And many such things are with

Him.
15 Therefore I am terrified at His

presence;
When I consider this, I am

afraid of Him.
16 For God made my heart weak,

And the Almighty terrifies me;
17 Because I was not gcut off from

the presence of darkness,
And He did not hide deep

darkness from my face.

Job continues: God seems
indifferent to the wicked

24“SINCE htimes are not
hidden from the Almighty,

Why do those who know Him
see not His idays?

2“Some remove jlandmarks;
They seize flocks violently and

feed on them;
3 They drive away the donkey of

the fatherless;
They take the widow’s ox as a

kpledge.
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4 They push the lneedy off the

road;
All the poor of the land are

forced to hide.
5 Indeed, like wild donkeys in

the desert,
They go out to their work,

searching for food.
The wilderness yields food for

them and for their children.
6 They gather their fodder in the

field
And glean in the vineyard of

the wicked.
7 They spend the night naked,

without clothing,
And have no covering in the

mcold.
8 They are wet with the showers

of the mountains,
And nhuddle around the rock

for want of shelter.
9“Some snatch the fatherless

from the breast,
And take a pledge from the poor.

10 They cause the poor to go
naked, without oclothing;

And they take away the sheaves
from the hungry.

11 They press out oil within their
walls,

23:10 come forth as gold. This is probably the high
point in Job’s search for a solution to his problem.

23:10 THE CENTRAL PROBLEM 
OF JOB

The central problem of the Book of Job, that is, the suf-
ferings of the LORD’s people, is explained at least in part
by the divinely beneficent purposes which are served.
(1) Job’s experiences opened his eyes more fully to the
ineffable holiness of God (42:5), leading him thereby to
self-knowledge and self-judgment (40:4; 42:6). (2) The
sufferings of Job are shown to be corrective rather than
penal, being used of God to test and refine his character
(23:10). (3) The outcome demonstrates that by God’s
grace His people trust and serve Him because of what
He is, not as a mere return for temporal benefits
(13:15). And (4) such experiences, as interpreted here
by divine inspiration, reveal the ultimate triumph of a
wise and loving God in His unseen contest with Satan
over the souls of men (chs. 1—2).

Finally, when all has been said that can be said in re-
lief of the intellectual problem involved, it must be con-
fessed that beyond the revealed purposes of God there
still remains much of mystery. And for this there is no
answer except the attitude of worship in which we
humbly acknowledge that a sovereign God cannot be
required by men to give all the reasons for what He
chooses to do (42:1–6; 33:13; Rom. 11:23–36).



23 He gives them security, and
they rely on it;

fYet His eyes are on their ways.
24 They are exalted for a little

while,
Then they are gone.
They are brought low;
They are taken out of the way

like all others;
They dry out like the heads of

grain.
25“Now if it is not so, who will

prove me a liar,
And make my speech worth

nothing?”

Bildad’s final speech: the
problem is beyond man

25THEN gBildad the Shuhite
answered and said:

2“Dominion and fear belong to
Him;

He makes peace in His high
places.

3 Is there any number to His
harmies?

Upon whom does His light not
rise?

4 iHow then can man be
righteous before God?

Or how can he be jpure who is
born of a woman?

5 If even the moon does not shine,
And the stars are not pure in

His ksight,
6 How much less man, who is a

maggot,
And a son of man, who is a

lworm?”

Job replies: Bildad rebuked;
the greatness of God affirmed

26BUT Job answered and said:

2“How have you helped him who
is without power?

How have you saved the arm
that has no strength?

3 How have you counseled one
who has no wisdom?

And how have you declared
sound advice to many?

4 To whom have you uttered
words?

And whose spirit came from
you?

And tread winepresses, yet
suffer thirst.

12 The dying groan in the city,
And the souls of the wounded

cry out;
Yet God does not acharge them

with wrong.
13“There are those who rebel

against the light;
They do not know its ways
Nor abide in its paths.

14 The murderer rises with the
light;

He kills the poor and needy;
And in the night he is like a

thief.
15 The beye of the adulterer waits

for the twilight,
Saying, ‘No eye will see me’;
And he disguises his face.

16 In the cdark they break into
houses

Which they marked for
themselves in the daytime;

They do not know the light.
17 For the morning is the same to

them as the shadow of
death;

If someone recognizes them,
They are in the terrors of the

shadow of death.
18“They should be swift on the

face of the waters,
Their portion should be cursed

in the earth,
So that no one would turn into

the way of their vineyards.
19 As drought and heat consume

the snow waters,
So the dgrave* consumes those

who have sinned.
20 The womb should forget him,

The worm should feed sweetly
on him;

eHe should be remembered no
more,

And wickedness should be
broken like a tree.

21 For he preys on the barren who
do not bear,

And does no good for the
widow.

22“But God draws the mighty
away with His power;

He rises up, but no man is sure
of life.
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5“The a dead tremble,
Those under the waters and

those inhabiting them.
6 bSheol is naked before Him,

And Destruction has no
covering.

7 He stretches out the north over
empty space;

He hangs the earth on nothing.
8 He binds up the water in His

thick clouds,
Yet the clouds are not broken

under it.
9 He covers the face of His

throne,
And spreads His cloud over it.

10 cHe drew a circular horizon on
the face of the waters,

At the boundary of light and
darkness.

11 The pillars of heaven tremble,
And are astonished at His

rebuke.
12 He stirs up the sea with His

power,
And by His understanding He

breaks up the dstorm.
13 By His eSpirit He adorned the

heavens;
His hand pierced the fleeing

serpent.
14 Indeed these are the mere

edges of His ways,
And how small a whisper we

hear of Him!
But the thunder of His power

who can understand?”

Job continues: he maintains
his righteousness

and deplores wickedness (vv. 6,13)

27MOREOVER Job continued
his discourse, and said:

2“As God lives, who has taken
away my f justice,

And the Almighty, who has
made my soul bitter,

3 As long as my breath is in me,
And the gbreath of God in my

nostrils,
4 My lips will not speak

hwickedness,
Nor my tongue utter deceit.

5 Far be it from me
That I should say you are right;
Till I die I will not put away my

integrity from me.
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6 My irighteousness I hold fast,

and will not let it go;
My heart shall not reproach me

as long as I live.
7“May my enemy be like the

wicked,
And he who rises up against

me like the unrighteous.
8 jFor what is the hope of the

hypocrite,
Though he may gain much,
If God takes away his klife?

9 Will God lhear his cry
When trouble comes upon him?

10 Will he delight himself in the
Almighty?

Will he always call on God?
11“I will teach you about the hand

of God;
What is with the Almighty I

will not conceal.
12 Surely all of you have seen it;

Why then do you behave with
complete nonsense?

13“This is the portion of a wicked
man with God,

And the heritage of oppressors,
received from the
Almighty:

14 If his children are multiplied, it
is for the sword;

And his offspring shall not be
satisfied with bread.

15 Those who survive him shall be
buried in death,

And their* widows shall not
weep,

16 Though he heaps up silver like
dust,

And piles up clothing like clay—
17 He may pile it up, mbut the just

will wear it,
And the innocent will divide

the silver.
18 He builds his house like a moth,*

Like a nbooth which a
watchman makes.

19 The rich man will lie down,
But not be gathered up;*
He opens his eyes,
And he is ono more.

*27:15 Literally his *27:18 Following
Masoretic Text and Vulgate; Septuagint and Syriac
read spider (compare 8:14); Targum reads decay.
*27:19 Following Masoretic Text and Targum;
Septuagint and Syriac read But shall not add (that is,
do it again); Vulgate reads But take away nothing.



12“But cwhere can wisdom be
found?

And where is the place of
understanding?

13 Man does not know its dvalue,
Nor is it found in the land of

the living.
14 The deep says, ‘It is not in me’;

And the sea says, ‘It is not with
me.’

15 It cannot be purchased for
egold,

Nor can silver be weighed for
its price.

16 It cannot be valued in the gold
of Ophir,

In precious onyx or sapphire.
17 Neither fgold nor crystal can

equal it,
Nor can it be exchanged for

jewelry of fine gold.
18 No mention shall be made of

coral or quartz,
For the price of wisdom is

above grubies.
19 The topaz of Ethiopia cannot

equal it,
Nor can it be valued in pure

hgold.
20“From i where then does wisdom

come?
And where is the place of

understanding?
21 It is hidden from the eyes of all

living,
And concealed from the birds

of the air.
22 jDestruction and Death say,

‘We have heard a report about it
with our ears.’

23 kGod understands its way,
And He knows its place.

24 For He looks to the ends of the
earth,

And sees under the whole
heavens,

25 lTo establish a weight for the
wind,

And apportion the waters by
measure.

20 aTerrors overtake him like a
flood;

A tempest steals him away in
the night.

21 The east wind carries him
away, and he is gone;

It sweeps him out of his place.
22 It hurls against him and does

not bspare;
He flees desperately from its

power.
23 Men shall clap their hands at

him,
And shall hiss him out of his

place.

Job continues: the search for wisdom

28“SURELY there is a mine for 
silver,

And a place where gold is
refined.

2 Iron is taken from the earth,
And copper is smelted from ore.

3 Man puts an end to darkness,
And searches every recess
For ore in the darkness and the

shadow of death.
4 He breaks open a shaft away

from people;
In places forgotten by feet
They hang far away from men;
They swing to and fro.

5 As for the earth, from it comes
bread,

But underneath it is turned up
as by fire;

6 Its stones are the source of
sapphires,

And it contains gold dust.
7 That path no bird knows,

Nor has the falcon’s eye seen it.
8 The proud lions* have not

trodden it,
Nor has the fierce lion passed

over it.
9 He puts his hand on the flint;

He overturns the mountains at
the roots.

10 He cuts out channels in the
rocks,

And his eye sees every precious
thing.

11 He dams up the streams from
trickling;

What is hidden he brings forth
to light.
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*28:8 Literally sons of pride, figurative of the great
lions

28:11 from trickling. Literally from weeping.

Ethiopia: burnt face. The land along the middle Nile
River, south of Egypt; also known as Cush. Not mod-
ern-day Ethiopia.



26 When He made a law for the
rain,

And a path for the thunderbolt,
27 Then He saw wisdom* and

declared it;
He prepared it, indeed, He

searched it out.
28 And to man He said,

‘Behold, the afear of the Lord,
that is wisdom,

And to depart from evil is
understanding.’ ”

The greatness of Job’s past

29JOB further continued his
discourse, and said:

2“Oh, that I were as in months
bpast,

As in the days when God
cwatched over me;

3 When His dlamp shone upon
my head,

And when by His light I walked
through darkness;

4 Just as I was in the days of my
prime,

When the friendly counsel of
God was over my etent;

5 When the Almighty was yet
with me,

When my children were around
me;

6 When my steps were bathed
with cream,*

And the rock poured out rivers
of oil for me!

7“When I went out to the gate by
the city,

When I took my seat in the
open square,

8 The young men saw me and hid,
And the aged arose and stood;

9 The princes refrained from
talking,

And put their hand on their
mouth;

10 The voice of nobles was hushed,
And their tongue stuck to the

roof of their mouth.
11 When the ear heard, then it

blessed me,
And when the eye saw, then it

approved me;
12 fBecause I delivered the poor

who cried out,
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3:21; Rev. 19:8,
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The fatherless and the one who

had no helper.
13 The blessing of a perishing man

came upon me,
And I caused the widow’s heart

to sing for joy.
14 I put on grighteousness, and it

clothed me;
My justice was like a robe and

a turban.
15 I was heyes to the blind,

And I was feet to the lame.
16 I was a father to the ipoor,

And I searched out the case
that I did not know.

17 I broke the fangs of the wicked,
And plucked the victim from

his teeth.
18“Then I said, ‘I shall die in my

nest,
And multiply my days as the

sand.
19 My root is spread out to the

waters,
And the dew lies all night on

my branch.
20 My glory is fresh within me,

And my bow is renewed in my
hand.’

21“Men listened to me and waited,
And kept silence for my counsel.

22 After my words they did not
speak again,

And my speech settled on them
as dew.

23 They waited for me as for the
rain,

And they opened their mouth
wide as for the spring rain.

24 If I mocked at them, they did
not believe it,

And the light of my countenance
they did not cast down.

25 I chose the way for them, and
sat as chief;

So I dwelt as a jking in the army,
As one who kcomforts mourners.

The humiliation of Job’s present state

30“BUT now they mock at me,
men younger than I,

*28:27 Literally it *29:6 Masoretic Text reads
wrath; ancient versions and some Hebrew
manuscripts read cream (compare 20:17).

28:28 fear. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expression meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.



The days of affliction take hold
of me.

17 My bones are pierced in me at
night,

And my gnawing pains take no
rest.

18 By great force my garment is
disfigured;

It binds me about as the collar
of my coat.

19 He has cast me into the mire,
And I have become like dust

and ashes.
20“I gcry out to You, but You do

not answer me;
I stand up, and You regard me.

21 But You have become cruel to
me;

With the strength of Your hand
You hoppose me.

22 You lift me up to the wind and
cause me to ride on it;

You spoil my success.
23 For I know that You will bring

me to death,
And to the house iappointed for

all living.
24“Surely He would not stretch out

His hand against a heap of
ruins,

If they cry out when He
destroys it.

25 Have I not wept for him who
was in trouble?

Has not my soul grieved for the
poor?

26 But jwhen I looked for good,
evil came to me;

And when I waited for light,
then came darkness.

27 My heart is in turmoil and
cannot rest;

Days of affliction confront me.
28 k I go about mourning, but not in

the sun;
I stand up in the assembly and

cry out for help.
29 l I am a brother of jackals,

And a companion of ostriches.
30 My mskin grows black and falls

from me;
My nbones burn with fever.

31 My harp is turned to mourning,
And my flute to the voice of

those who weep.

Whose fathers I disdained to put
with the dogs of my flock.

2 Indeed, what profit is the
strength of their hands to
me?

Their vigor has perished.
3 They are gaunt from want and

famine,
Fleeing late to the wilderness,

desolate and waste,
4 Who pluck mallow by the

bushes,
And broom tree roots for their

food.
5 They were driven out from

among men,
They shouted at them as at a

thief.
6 They had to live in the clefts of

the valleys,
In caves of the earth and the

rocks.
7 Among the bushes they brayed,

Under the nettles they nestled.
8 They were sons of fools,

Yes, sons of vile men;
They were scourged from the

land.
9“And now I am their taunting

song;
Yes, aI am their byword.

10 They abhor me, they keep far
from me;

They do not hesitate to bspit in
my face.

11 Because He has loosed my*

bowstring and afflicted me,
They have ccast off restraint

before me.
12 At my right hand the rabble

arises;
dThey push away my feet,
And they raise against me their

ways of destruction.
13 They break up my path,

They promote my calamity;
They have no helper.

14 They come as broad breakers;
Under the ruinous storm they

roll along.
15 Terrors are turned upon me;

They pursue my honor as the
wind,

And my prosperity has passed
like a cloud.

16“And now my esoul is fpoured
out because of my plight;
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Targum; Septuagint and Vulgate read His.



Job concludes: he justifies himself

31“I HAVE made a covenant
with my eyes;

Why then should I look upon a
ayoung woman?

2 For what is the allotment of
God from above,

And the inheritance of the
Almighty from on high?

3 Is it not destruction for the
wicked,

And disaster for the workers of
iniquity?

4 Does He not see my ways,
And bcount all my steps?

5“If I have walked with falsehood,
Or if my foot has hastened to

deceit,
6 Let me be weighed on honest

scales,
That God may know my

cintegrity.
7 If my step has turned from the

way,
Or my heart walked after my

eyes,
Or if any spot adheres to my

hands,
8 dThen let me sow, and another

eat;
Yes, let my harvest be rooted

out.
9“If my heart has been enticed by

a woman,
Or if I have lurked at my

neighbor’s door,
10 Then let my wife grind for

eanother,
And let others bow down over

her.
11 For that would be wickedness;

Yes, fit would be iniquity
deserving of judgment.

12 For that would be a fire that
consumes to destruction,

And would root out all my
increase.

13“If I have gdespised the cause of
my male or female servant

When they complained against
me,

14 What then shall I do when God
rises up?
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hWhen He punishes, how shall I

answer Him?
15 iDid not He who made me in

the womb make them?
Did not the same One fashion

us in the womb?
16“If I have kept the poor from

their desire,
Or caused the eyes of the

widow to jfail,
17 Or eaten my morsel by myself,

So that the fatherless could not
eat of it

18 (But from my youth I reared
him as a father,

And from my mother’s womb I
guided the widow*);

19 If I have seen anyone perish for
lack of clothing,

Or any poor man without
covering;

20 If his heart* has not kblessed
me,

And if he was not warmed with
the fleece of my sheep;

21 If I have raised my hand
lagainst the fatherless,

When I saw I had help in the
gate;

22 Then let my arm fall from my
shoulder,

Let my arm be torn from the
socket.

23 For destruction from God is a
terror to me,

And because of His magnificence
I cannot endure.

24“If I have made mgold my hope,
Or said to fine gold, ‘You are

my confidence’;
25 If I have rejoiced because my

wealth was great,
And because my hand had

gained much;
26 If I have observed the sun*

when it shines,
Or the moon moving in

brightness,
27 So that my heart has been

secretly enticed,
And my mouth has kissed my

hand;
*31:18 Literally her (compare verse 16)
*31:20 Literally loins *31:26 Literally light

31:6 Let me be weighed on honest scales. Literally Let
Him weigh me in balances of justice.

31:23 destruction. That is, calamity; v. 3; 21:17.



38“If my land cries out against me,
And its furrows weep together;

39 If I have eaten its fruit* without
money,

Or ecaused its owners to lose
their lives;

40 Then let thistles grow instead
of wheat,

And weeds instead of barley.”

The words of Job are ended.

III. Elihu’s Monologue, 32—37

Though a young man
he rebukes Job and others

32SO these three men ceased
answering Job, because he

was frighteous in his own eyes.
2Then the wrath of Elihu, the son

of Barachel the gBuzite, of the fami-
ly of Ram, was aroused against Job;
his wrath was aroused because he
h justified himself rather than God.

3Also against his three friends his
wrath was aroused, because they
had found no answer, and yet had
condemned Job.

4Now because they were years
older than he, Elihu had waited to
speak to Job.*

5When Elihu saw that there was
no answer in the mouth of these
three men, his wrath was aroused.

6So Elihu, the son of Barachel the
Buzite, answered and said:

“I am iyoung in years, and you
are very old;

Therefore I was afraid,
And dared not declare my

opinion to you.

28 This also would be an iniquity
deserving of judgment,

For I would have denied God
who is above.

29“If I have rejoiced at the
destruction of him who
hated me,

Or lifted myself up when evil
found him

30 (Indeed I have not allowed my
mouth to sin

By asking for a curse on his
soul);

31 If the men of my atent have not
said,

‘Who is there that has not been
satisfied with his meat?’

32 (But no sojourner had to lodge
in the street,

For I have opened my doors to
the traveler*);

33 If I have covered my
transgressions as bAdam,

By hiding my iniquity in my
bosom,

34 Because I feared the great
multitude,

And dreaded the contempt of
families,

So that I kept silence
And did not go out of the

door—
35 cOh, that I had one to hear me!

Here is my mark.
Oh, that the Almighty would

answer me,
That my dProsecutor had

written a book!
36 Surely I would carry it on my

shoulder,
And bind it on me like a crown;

37 I would declare to Him the
number of my steps;

Like a prince I would approach
Him.
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*31:32 Following Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and
Vulgate; Masoretic Text reads road.
*31:39 Literally its strength *32:4 Vulgate
reads till Job had spoken.

32:1 Despite minor differences, Eliphaz, Bildad, and
Zophar agree in their explanation of Job’s afflictions—
namely, that Job is a hypocrite. Otherwise, according to
their conception of God, Job’s sufferings would be unjust.
Job, though himself the sufferer, will not so accuse the jus-
tice of God, and his self-defense is complete. Before God
he is guilty, helpless, and undone, and there is no mediator
(9:33). Later, his faith is rewarded by a revelation of the
coming Redeemer, and of the resurrection (19:25–27). But
Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar are also sinners before God,
and yet they are not afflicted. Job refutes the theory of the
three that he is a secret sinner against the common morali-

ties, but the real problem remains: Why are the righteous
afflicted?

32:2 Elihu has a more accurate understanding of the
problem than Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar because he has
a higher conception of God. The God of Eliphaz and the
others, though mighty in His works, becomes in their think-
ing petty and exacting in His relations with mankind. By
contrast Elihu’s account of God is noble and true. Elihu
falls short of being a true comforter, however (compare
34:35–37), and he charges Job with wickedness and folly
(34:7–8; 35:16).

32:2 himself. Literally his soul.



7 I said, ‘Age* should speak,
And multitude of years should

teach wisdom.’
8 But there is a aspirit in man,

And the bbreath of the
Almighty gives him
understanding.

9 Great men* are not always
wise,

Nor do the aged always
understand justice.

10“Therefore I say, ‘Listen to me,
I also will declare my opinion.’

11 Indeed I waited for your words,
I listened to your reasonings,

while you searched out
what to say.

12 I paid close attention to you;
And surely not one of you

convinced Job,
Or answered his words—

13 cLest you say,
‘We have found wisdom’;
God will vanquish him, not

man.
14 Now he has not directed his

words against me;
So I will not answer him with

your words.
15“They are dismayed and answer

no more;
Words escape them.

16 And I have waited, because
they did not speak,

Because they stood still and
answered no more.

17 I also will answer my part,
I too will declare my opinion.

18 For I am full of words;
The spirit within me dcompels

me.
19 Indeed my belly is like wine

that has no vent;
It is ready to burst like new

wineskins.
20 I will speak, that I may find

relief;
I must open my lips and

answer.
21 Let me not, I pray, show

partiality to anyone;
Nor let me flatter any man.

22 For I do not know how to
flatter,

Else my Maker would soon take
me eaway.
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Elihu continues: he claims to be
God’s spokesman on behalf of

His righteousness

33“BUT please, Job, hear my
speech,

And listen to all my words.
2 Now, I open my mouth;

My tongue speaks in my mouth.
3 My words come from my

upright heart;
My lips utter pure knowledge.

4 The fSpirit of God has made me,
And the breath of the Almighty

ggives me life.
5 If you can answer me,

Set your words in order before
me;

Take your stand.
6 hTruly I am as your spokesman*

before God;
I also have been formed out of

clay.
7 Surely no fear of me will terrify

you,
Nor will my hand be heavy on

you.
8“Surely you have spoken in my

hearing,
And I have heard the sound of

your words, saying,
9 ‘ I i am pure, without

transgression;
I am innocent, and there is no

iniquity in me.
10 Yet He finds occasions against

me,
He counts me as His jenemy;

11 He puts my feet in the kstocks,
He watches all my paths.’

12“Look, in this you are not
righteous.

I will answer you,
For God is greater than man.

13 Why do you contend with Him?
For He does not give an

accounting of any of His
words.

14 For God may speak in one way,
or in another,

Yet man does not perceive it.
15 In a dream, in a vision of the

night,
When deep sleep falls upon

men,
While slumbering on their beds,

*32:7 Literally Days, that is, years *32:9 Or
Men of many years *33:6 Literally as your
mouth



31“Give ear, Job, listen to me;
Hold your peace, and I will

speak.
32 If you have anything to say,

answer me;
Speak, for I desire to justify you.

33 If not, listen to me;
Hold your peace, and I will

teach you wisdom.”

Elihu charges Job with rebellion
against sovereign justice

34ELIHU further answered and
said:

2“Hear my words, you wise men;
Give ear to me, you who have

knowledge.
3 For the ear gtests words

As the palate tastes food.
4 Let us choose justice for

ourselves;
Let us know among ourselves

what is good.
5“For Job has said, h‘I am

righteous,
But God has taken away my

i justice;
6 Should I lie concerning my

right?
My wound is jincurable, though

I am without transgression.’
7 What man is like Job,

Who drinks scorn like kwater,
8 Who goes in company with the

workers of iniquity,
And walks with wicked men?

9 For he has said, ‘It profits a
man nothing

That he should delight in lGod.’
10“Therefore listen to me, you

men of understanding:
mFar be it from God to do

wickedness,
And from the Almighty to

commit iniquity.
11 For He repays man according

to his work,
And makes man to find a reward

according to his way.
12 Surely God will never do

wickedly,
Nor will the Almighty pervert

justice.

16 Then He opens the ears of men,
And seals their instruction.

17 In order to turn man from his
deed,

And conceal pride from man,
18 He keeps back his soul from the

Pit,
And his life from perishing by

the sword.
19“Man is also chastened with

pain on his abed,
And with strong pain in many

of his bones,
20 bSo that his life abhors cbread,

And his soul succulent food.
21 His flesh wastes away from

sight,
And his bones stick out which

once were not seen.
22 Yes, his soul draws near the dPit,

And his life to the executioners.
23“If there is a messenger for him,

A mediator, one among a
thousand,

To show man His uprightness,
24 Then He is gracious to him,

and says,
‘Deliver him from going down

to the Pit;
I have found a ransom’;

25 His flesh shall be young like a
child’s,

He shall return to the days of
his youth.

26 He shall pray to God, and He
will delight in him,

He shall see His face with joy,
For He restores to man His

righteousness.
27 Then he looks at men and esays,

‘ I have fsinned, and perverted
what was right,

And it did not profit me.’
28 He will redeem his* soul from

going down to the Pit,
And his* life shall see the light.

29“Behold, God works all these
things,

Twice, in fact, three times with
a man,

30 To bring back his soul from the
Pit,

That he may be enlightened
with the light of life.
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13 Who gave Him charge over the
earth?

Or who appointed Him over the
whole world?

14 If He should set His heart on it,
If He should gather to Himself

His Spirit and His breath,
15 aAll flesh would perish together,

And man would return to dust.
16“If you have understanding, hear

this;
Listen to the sound of my words:

17 Should one who hates justice
govern?

Will you bcondemn Him who is
most just?

18 Is it fitting to say to a king, ‘You
are worthless,’

And to nobles, ‘You are wicked’?
19 Yet He is not partial to princes,

Nor does He cregard the rich
more than the poor;

dFor they are all the work of His
hands.

20 In a moment they die, in the
middle of the night;

The people are shaken and pass
away;

The mighty are taken away
without a hand.

21“For e His eyes are on the ways
of man,

And He sees all his steps.
22 There is no darkness nor

shadow of death
Where the workers of iniquity

may hide themselves.
23 For He need not further

consider a man,
That he should go before God

in judgment.
24 fHe breaks in pieces mighty

men without inquiry,
And sets others in their place.

25 Therefore He knows their
works;

He overthrows them in the
night,

And they are crushed.
26 He strikes them as wicked men

In the open sight of others,
27 gBecause they turned back from

Him,
And would not consider any of

His ways,
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28 So that they hcaused the cry of

the poor to come to Him;
For He ihears the cry of the

afflicted.
29 When He gives quietness, who

then can make trouble?
And when He hides His face,

who then can see Him,
Whether it is against a nation

or a man alone?—
30 That the hypocrite should not

reign,
Lest the people be ensnared.

31“For has anyone said to God,
‘I have borne chastening;
I will offend no more;

32 Teach me what I do not see;
If I have done iniquity, I will do

no more’?
33 Should He repay it according to

your terms,
Just because you disavow it?
You must choose, and not I;
Therefore speak what you

know.
34“Men of understanding say to me,

Wise men who listen to me:
35 ‘ Job speaks without knowledge,

His words are without
wisdom.’

36 Oh, that Job were jtried to the
utmost,

Because his answers are like
those of wicked men!

37 For he adds krebellion to his sin;
He claps his hands among us,
And multiplies his words

against God.”

Elihu rebukes Job for speaking rashly

35MOREOVER Elihu answered
and said:

2“Do you think this is right?
Do you say,

‘My righteousness is more than
God’s’?

3 For lyou say,
‘What advantage will it be to

You?
What profit shall I have, more

than if I had sinned?’
4“I will answer you,

And myour companions with
you.

34:36 Oh, that Job were tried. Or My father, let Job be tested.



3 I will fetch my knowledge from
afar;

I will ascribe righteousness to
my Maker.

4 For truly my words are not false;
One who is perfect in

knowledge is with you.
5“Behold, God is mighty, but

despises no one;
He is imighty in strength of

understanding.
6 He does not preserve the life of

the wicked,
But gives justice to the

joppressed.
7 He does not withdraw His eyes

from the krighteous;
But they are on the throne with

kings,
For He has seated them forever,
And they are exalted.

8 And if they are lbound in
fetters,

Held in the cords of affliction,
9 Then He tells them their work

and their transgressions—
That they have acted defiantly.

10mHe also opens their ear to
instruction,

And commands that they turn
from iniquity.

11 If they obey and serve Him,
They shall spend their days in

prosperity,
And their years in pleasures.

12 But if they do not obey,
They shall perish by the sword,
And they shall die without

nknowledge.*

13“But the hypocrites in heart
ostore up wrath;

They do not cry for help when
He binds them.

14 They die in youth,
And their life ends among the

perverted persons.*
15 He delivers the poor in their

affliction,
And opens their ears in

oppression.

5 aLook to the heavens and see;
And behold the clouds—
They are higher than you.

6 If you sin, what do you
accomplish against bHim?

Or, if your transgressions are
multiplied, what do you do
to Him?

7 If you are righteous, what do
you give Him?

Or what does He receive from
your chand?

8 Your wickedness affects a man
such as you,

And your righteousness a son of
man.

9“Because of the multitude of
oppressions they cry out;

They cry out for help because
of the arm of the mighty.

10 But no one says, d‘Where is
God my Maker,

eWho gives songs in the night,
11 Who fteaches us more than the

beasts of the earth,
And makes us wiser than the

birds of heaven?’
12 There they cry out, but He does

not answer,
Because of the pride of evil

men.
13 Surely God will not glisten to

empty talk,
Nor will the Almighty regard it.

14 Although you say you do not
see Him,

Yet h justice is before Him, and
you must wait for Him.

15 And now, because He has not
punished in His anger,

Nor taken much notice of folly,
16 Therefore Job opens his mouth

in vain;
He multiplies words without

knowledge.”

God in His greatness deals with
men according to their works

36ELIHU also proceeded and
said:

2“Bear with me a little, and I will
show you

That there are yet words to
speak on God’s behalf.
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16“Indeed He would have brought
you out of dire distress,

a Into a broad place where there
is no restraint;

And what is set on your table
would be full of richness.

17 But you are filled with the
judgment due the bwicked;

Judgment and justice take hold
of you.

18 Because there is wrath, beware
lest He take you away with
one blow;

For a large ransom would not
help you avoid it.

19 Will your riches,
Or all the mighty forces,
Keep you from distress?

20 Do not desire the night,
When people are cut off in

their place.
21 Take heed, do not turn to

iniquity,
For you have chosen cthis

rather than affliction.
22“Behold, God is exalted by His

power;
Who teaches like Him?

23 Who has assigned Him His
dway,

Or who has said, ‘You have
done ewrong’?

24“Remember to magnify His work,
Of which men have sung.

25 Everyone has seen it;
Man looks on it from afar.

26“Behold, God is great, and we
do fnot gknow Him;

Nor can the number of His
years be discovered.

27 For He draws up drops of water,
Which distill as rain from the

mist,
28 Which the clouds drop down

And pour abundantly on man.
29 Indeed, can anyone understand

the spreading of clouds,
The thunder from His canopy?

30 Look, He scatters His light
upon it,

And covers the depths of the
sea.

31 For by these He judges the
peoples;

He gives food in habundance.
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32 He icovers His hands with

lightning,
And commands it to strike.

33 His thunder declares it,
The cattle also, concerning the

rising storm.

Elihu concludes: the storm
depicts God’s greatness

37“AT this also my heart
trembles,

And leaps from its place.
2 Hear attentively the thunder of

His voice,
And the rumbling that comes

from His mouth.
3 He sends it forth under the

whole heaven,
His lightning to the ends of the

earth.
4 After it a voice roars;

He thunders with His majestic
voice,

And He does not restrain them
when His voice is heard.

5 God thunders marvelously with
His voice;

He does jgreat things which we
cannot comprehend.

6 For He says to the ksnow, ‘Fall
on the earth’;

Likewise to the gentle rain and
the heavy rain of His
strength.

7 He seals the hand of every man,
lThat mall men may know His

work.
8 The beasts ngo into dens,

And remain in their lairs.
9 From the chamber of the south

comes the whirlwind,
And cold from the scattering

winds of the north.
10 oBy the breath of God ice is

given,
And the broad waters are

frozen.
11 Also with moisture He

saturates the thick clouds;
He scatters His bright clouds.

12 And they swirl about, being
turned by His guidance,

pThat they may do whatever He
commands them

On the face of the whole earth.*
13 qHe causes it to come,

Whether for correction,
*37:12 Literally the world of the earth



2“Whoh is this who darkens
counsel

By words without knowledge?
3 Now prepare yourself like a

man;
I will question you, and you

shall answer Me.
4“Where i were you when I laid

the foundations of the
earth?

Tell Me, if you have
understanding.

5 Who determined its
measurements?

Surely you know!
Or who stretched the line upon

it?
6 To what were its foundations

fastened?
Or who laid its cornerstone,

7 When the morning stars sang
together,

And all the jsons of God
shouted for joy?

8“Or k who shut in the sea with
doors,

When it burst forth and issued
from the womb;

9 When I made the clouds its
garment,

And thick darkness its
swaddling band;

10 When I fixed My limit for it,
And set bars and doors;

11 When I said,
‘This far you may come, but no

farther,
And here lyour proud waves

must stop!’
12“Have you mcommanded the

morning since your days
began,

And caused the dawn to know
its place,

13 That it might take hold of the
ends of the earth,

And the wicked be shaken out
of it?

14 It takes on form like clay under
a seal,

And stands out like a garment.

Or for His land,
Or for mercy.

14“Listen to this, O Job;
Stand still and aconsider the

wondrous works of God.
15 Do you know when God

dispatches them,
And causes the light of His

cloud to shine?
16 Do you know how the clouds

are balanced,
Those wondrous works of Him

who is perfect in
knowledge?

17 Why are your garments hot,
When He quiets the earth by

the south wind?
18 With Him, have you bspread

out the cskies,
Strong as a cast metal mirror?

19“Teach us what we should say to
Him,

For we can prepare nothing
because of the darkness.

20 Should He be told that I wish to
speak?

If a man were to speak, surely
he would be swallowed up.

21 Even now men cannot look at
the light when it is bright
in the skies,

When the wind has passed and
cleared them.

22 He comes from the north as
golden splendor;

With God is awesome majesty.
23 As for the Almighty, dwe

cannot find Him;
He is excellent in power,
In e judgment and abundant

justice;
He does not oppress.

24 Therefore men fear Him;
He shows no partiality to any

who are wise of heart.”

IV. The LORD Speaks, 38—41

The LORD interrogates Job face to face

38THEN the LORD fanswered
Job gout of the whirlwind,

and said:
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15 From the wicked their light is
awithheld,

And the upraised arm is broken.
16“Have b you entered the springs

of the sea?
Or have you walked in search

of the depths?
17 cHave the gates of death been

revealed to you?
Or have you seen the doors of

the shadow of death?
18 Have you comprehended the

breadth of the earth?
Tell Me, if you know all this.

19“Where is the way to the
dwelling of light?

And darkness, where is its
place,

20 That you may take it to its
territory,

That you may know the paths
to its home?

21 Do you know it, because you
were born then,

Or because the number of your
days is great?

22“Have you entered the dtreasury
of snow,

Or have you seen the treasury
of hail,

23 eWhich I have reserved for the
time of trouble,

For the day of battle and war?
24 By what way is light diffused,

Or the east wind scattered over
the earth?

25“Who has divided a channel for
the overflowing water,

Or a path for the thunderbolt,
26 To cause it to rain on a land

where there is no one,
A wilderness in which there is

no man;
27 To satisfy the desolate waste,

And cause to spring forth the
growth of tender grass?

28 fHas the rain a father?
Or who has begotten the drops

of dew?
29 From whose womb comes the

ice?
And the gfrost of heaven, who

gives it birth?
30 The waters harden like stone,
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And the surface of the deep is

frozen.
31“Can you bind the cluster of the

hPleiades,
Or loose the belt of hOrion?

32 Can you bring out Mazzaroth in
its season?

Or can you guide the Great
Bear with its cubs?

33 Do you know the iordinances of
the heavens?

Can you set their dominion
over the earth?

34“Can you lift up your voice to
the clouds,

That an abundance of water
may cover you?

35 Can you send out lightnings,
that they may go,

And say to you, ‘Here we are!’?
36 Who has put jwisdom in the

mind?*

Or who has given
understanding to the heart?

37 Who can number the clouds by
wisdom?

Or who can pour out the
bottles of heaven,

38 When the dust hardens in
clumps,

And the clods cling together?
39“Can k you hunt the prey for the

lion,
Or satisfy the appetite of the

young lions,
40 When they crouch in their dens,

Or lurk in their lairs to lie in
wait?

41 lWho provides food for the
raven,

When its young ones cry to
God,

And wander about for lack of
food?

The LORD asserts His omnipotence

39“DO you know the time
when the wild mountain
mgoats bear young?

Or can you mark when the
ndeer gives birth?

2 Can you number the months
that they fulfill?

*38:36 Literally inward parts

38:32 Mazzaroth. Or the signs of the Zodiac. 38:37 pour out. Literally cause to lie down.



Her labor is in vain, without
concern,

17 Because God deprived her of
wisdom,

And did not endow her with
understanding.

18 When she lifts herself on high,
She scorns the horse and its

rider.
19“Have you given the horse

strength?
Have you clothed his neck with

thunder?*

20 Can you frighten him like a
locust?

His majestic snorting strikes
terror.

21 He paws in the valley, and
rejoices in his strength;

He gallops into the clash of
arms.

22 He mocks at fear, and is not
frightened;

Nor does he turn back from the
sword.

23 The quiver rattles against him,
The glittering spear and javelin.

24 He devours the distance with
fierceness and rage;

Nor does he come to a halt
because the trumpet has
sounded.

25 At the blast of the trumpet he
says, ‘Aha!’

He smells the battle from afar,
The thunder of captains and

shouting.
26“Does the hawk fly by your

wisdom,
And spread its wings toward

the south?
27 Does the eeagle mount up at

your command,
And make its fnest on high?

28 On the rock it dwells and
resides,

On the crag of the rock and the
stronghold.

29 From there it spies out the prey;
Its eyes observe from afar.

30 Its young ones suck up blood;
And where the gslain are, there

it is.”

Or do you know the time when
they bear young?

3 They bow down,
They bring forth their young,
They deliver their offspring.*

4 Their young ones are healthy,
They grow strong with grain;
They depart and do not return

to them.
5“Who set the wild adonkey free?

Who loosed the bonds of the
onager,

6 Whose home I have made the
wilderness,

And the barren land his
dwelling?

7 He scorns the tumult of the
city;

He does not heed the shouts of
the driver.

8 The range of the mountains is
his pasture,

And he searches after bevery
green thing.

9“Will the cwild ox be willing to
serve you?

Will he bed by your manger?
10 Can you bind the wild ox in

the furrow with ropes?
Or will he plow the valleys

behind you?
11 Will you trust him because his

strength is great?
Or will you leave your labor to

him?
12 Will you trust him to bring

home your grain,
And gather it to your threshing

floor?
13“The wings of the ostrich wave

proudly,
But are her wings and pinions

like the kindly stork’s?
14 For she leaves her eggs on the

ground,
And warms them in the dust;

15 She forgets that a foot may
crush them,

Or that a wild beast may break
them.

16 She treats her young dharshly,
as though they were not
hers;
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A summary question

40MOREOVER the LORD aan-
swered Job, and said:

2“Shall the one who bcontends
with the Almighty correct
Him?

He who crebukes God, let him
answer it.”

Job answers: he admits
his worthlessness

3Then Job answered the LORD and
said:

4“Behold,d I am vile;
What shall I answer You?
I lay my hand over my emouth.

5 Once I have spoken, but I will
not answer;

Yes, twice, but I will proceed
no further.”

The LORD resumes
His questioning of Job

6Then the LORD fanswered Job
out of the whirlwind, and said:

7“Now prepare yourself like a
man;

I will gquestion you, and you
shall answer Me:

8“Would you indeed annul My
judgment?

Would you hcondemn Me that
you may be i justified?

9 Have you an arm like God?
Or can you thunder with a

voice like His?
10 Then adorn yourself with

majesty and splendor,
And array yourself with glory

and beauty.
11 Disperse the rage of your

wrath;
Look on everyone who is

proud, and humble him.
12 Look on everyone who is

jproud, and bring him low;
Tread down the wicked in their

place.
13 Hide them in the dust together,
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Bind their faces in hidden

darkness.
14 Then I will also confess to you

That your own right hand can
save you.

15“Look now at the behemoth,*
which I made along with
you;

He eats grass like an ox.
16 See now, his strength is in his

hips,
And his power is in his

stomach muscles.
17 He moves his tail like a cedar;

The sinews of his thighs are
tightly knit.

18 His bones are like beams of
bronze,

His ribs like bars of iron.
19 He is the first of the kways of

God;
Only He who made him can

bring near His sword.
20 Surely the mountains lyield

food for him,
And all the beasts of the field

play there.
21 He lies under the lotus trees,

In a covert of reeds and marsh.
22 The lotus trees cover him with

their shade;
The willows by the brook

surround him.
23 Indeed the river may rage,

Yet he is not disturbed;
He is confident, though the

Jordan gushes into his
mouth,

24 Though he takes it in his eyes,
Or one pierces his nose with a

snare.

The questioning continued

41“CAN you draw out
mLeviathan* with a hook,

Or snare his tongue with a line
which you lower?

2 Can you put a reed through his
nose,

Or pierce his jaw with a hook?
3 Will he make many

supplications to you?
Will he speak softly to you?

4 Will he make a covenant with
you?

*40:15 A large animal, exact identity unknown
*41:1 A large sea creature, exact identity unknown

Jordan: flowing down. The river that runs from north
of the Sea of Galilee to the Dead Sea and is central to
the history of Israel.

Leviathan: a water monster, possibly a crocodile.



21 His breath kindles coals,
And a flame goes out of his

mouth.
22 Strength dwells in his neck,

And sorrow dances before him.
23 The folds of his flesh are joined

together;
They are firm on him and

cannot be moved.
24 His heart is as hard as stone,

Even as hard as the lower
millstone.

25 When he raises himself up, the
mighty are afraid;

Because of his crashings they
are beside* themselves.

26 Though the sword reaches him,
it cannot avail;

Nor does spear, dart, or javelin.
27 He regards iron as straw,

And bronze as rotten wood.
28 The arrow cannot make him

flee;
Slingstones become like stubble

to him.
29 Darts are regarded as straw;

He laughs at the threat of
javelins.

30 His undersides are like sharp
potsherds;

He spreads pointed marks in
the mire.

31 He makes the deep boil like a
pot;

He makes the sea like a pot of
ointment.

32 He leaves a shining wake
behind him;

One would think the deep had
white hair.

33 On earth there is nothing blike
him,

Which is made without fear.
34 He beholds every high thing;

He is king over all the children
of pride.”

V. Job’s Confession, 42:1–6

He acknowledges God’s sovereignty
and humbles himself

42THEN Job answered the
LORD and said:

2“I know that You ccan do
everything,

Will you take him as a servant
forever?

5 Will you play with him as with
a bird,

Or will you leash him for your
maidens?

6 Will your companions make a
banquet* of him?

Will they apportion him among
the merchants?

7 Can you fill his skin with
harpoons,

Or his head with fishing
spears?

8 Lay your hand on him;
Remember the battle—
Never do it again!

9 Indeed, any hope of
overcoming him is false;

Shall one not be overwhelmed
at the sight of him?

10 No one is so fierce that he
would dare stir him up.

Who then is able to stand
against Me?

11 Who has preceded Me, that I
should pay him?

Everything under heaven is
aMine.

12“I will not conceal* his limbs,
His mighty power, or his

graceful proportions.
13 Who can remove his outer

coat?
Who can approach him with a

double bridle?
14 Who can open the doors of his

face,
With his terrible teeth all

around?
15 His rows of scales are his pride,

Shut up tightly as with a seal;
16 One is so near another

That no air can come between
them;

17 They are joined one to another,
They stick together and cannot

be parted.
18 His sneezings flash forth light,

And his eyes are like the
eyelids of the morning.

19 Out of his mouth go burning
lights;

Sparks of fire shoot out.
20 Smoke goes out of his nostrils,

As from a boiling pot and
burning rushes.

41:33

b Cp. Job 40:19

42:2

c Matt. 19:26; cp.
Gen. 18:14; Ps.
33:6-9; 107:25-
29

41:11

a Deut. 10:14; Ps.
24:1

740 JOB 41:5—42:2

*41:6 Or bargain over him *41:12 Literally
keep silent about *41:25 Or purify themselves



And that no purpose of Yours
can be withheld from You.

3 You asked, ‘Who is this who
hides counsel without
aknowledge?’

Therefore I have uttered what I
did not understand,

Things too bwonderful for me,
which I did not know.

4 Listen, please, and let me
speak;

You said, ‘I will cquestion you,
and you shall answer Me.’

5“I have dheard of You by the
hearing of the ear,

But now my eye sees You.
6 Therefore I eabhor myself,

And frepent in dust and
ashes.”

VI. Epilogue, 42:7–17

Renewed blessing
and prosperity to Job

7And so it was, after the LORD had
spoken these words to Job, that the
LORD said to Eliphaz the Temanite,
“My wrath is aroused against you
and your two friends, for you have
not spoken of Me what is right, as
My servant Job has.

8“Now therefore, take for your-
selves gseven bulls and seven rams,
go to My servant Job, and offer up
for yourselves a burnt offering; and

42:10

h Deut. 30:3; Ps.
14:7; 85:1-3;
126:1

i Cp. Is. 61:7

42:11

j Job 19:13

42:12

k Job 8:7; James
5:11

l Cp. Job 1:3

42:13

m Job 1:2

42:16

n Job 5:26; Prov.
3:16

42:17

o Gen. 25:8

42:3

a Job 38:2

b Ps. 40:5; 139:6

42:4

c Job 38:3; 40:7

42:5

d Job 26:14

42:6

e Job 40:4

f See Zech. 8:14,
note

42:8

g Cp. Num. 23:1

JOB 42:3–17 741
My servant Job shall pray for you.
For I will accept him, lest I deal
with you according to your folly; be-
cause you have not spoken of Me
what is right, as My servant Job
has.”

9So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bil-
dad the Shuhite and Zophar the Na-
amathite went and did as the LORD
commanded them; for the LORD had
accepted Job.

10And the LORD hrestored Job’s
losses* when he prayed for his
friends. Indeed the LORD gave Job
itwice as much as he had before.

11Then jall his brothers, all his
sisters, and all those who had been
his acquaintances before, came to
him and ate food with him in his
house; and they consoled him and
comforted him for all the adversity
that the LORD had brought upon
him. Each one gave him a piece of
silver and each a ring of gold.

12Now the LORD blessed the klat-
ter days of Job more than his begin-
ning; for he had lfourteen thousand
sheep, six thousand camels, one
thousand yoke of oxen, and one
thousand female donkeys.

13mHe also had seven sons and
three daughters.

14And he called the name of the
first Jemimah, the name of the sec-
ond Keziah, and the name of the
third Keren-Happuch.

15In all the land were found no
women so beautiful as the daugh-
ters of Job; and their father gave
them an inheritance among their
brothers.

16After this Job n lived one hun-
dred and forty years, and saw his
children and grandchildren for four
generations.

17So Job died, old and o full of
days.
*42:10 Literally Job’s captivity, that is, what was
captured from Job 

42:10 JOB’S LOSSES 
AND RESTORATION

Losses Restored
7 sons 7 sons
3 daughters 3 daughters
7,000 sheep 14,000 sheep
3,000 camels 6,000 camels
1,000 oxen 2,000 oxen
500 donkeys 1,000 donkeys
large household lived 140 years
greatest man of the East saw four generations of 

children



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
David and others Praise 10th Cent. B.C. and later

Background
Psalms is a title derived from the Greek psalmos, denoting a poem sung to the accompaniment of musical instruments.
This word occurs in the Greek New Testament in 1 Corinthians 14:26; Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16. The Hebrew title
for the book was Sepher Tehillim, meaning Book of Praises. Several Hebrew words occur frequently in the book: Selah
(see 3:2, note), Michtam (meaning possibly an epigrammatic poem or an atonement psalm), and Sheol (see Habakkuk
2:5, note).

Seventy-three Psalms are assigned to David, twelve to Asaph (50; 73—83), two to Solomon (72; 127), one to Moses
(90), one to Ethan (89), and twelve to the sons of Korah, a family of Levitical singers (42—49; 84; 85; 87; 88). These
Psalms arise from a consideration of what God has done in the past, what He will do in the future, and the need for God
in the immediate present, with a recognition of His sovereignty and goodness.

Whereas a number of Psalms celebrate the creation and other historical events, one particular section is completely
historical: Psalms 104—106, which begin with the creation and end with the captivity. In the historical group should also
be included the Psalms which relate exclusively to the glory of the city of Jerusalem and its Temple, past and future (es-
pecially 48; 84; 122; 132). Seven of the Psalms are called Penitential Psalms (6; 32; 38; 51; 102; 130; 143); fifteen are
known as Pilgrim Psalms (120—134). The familiar Psalm of Thanksgiving is Psalm 136, the great Psalm on the Word of
God is Psalm 119, and the Hallelujah Psalms, sometimes called Hallel, are Psalms 111—113, and 115—117. Man’s
frailty and God’s glory are contrasted in Psalm 90; God’s protecting care is set forth in Psalm 91.

The Old Testament in the New
The Psalms include a vast body of Messianic prophecy which describes: (1) Christ’s suffering (22; 69); (2) His Kingship (2;
21; 45; 72); (3) His second advent (50; 97; 98); and (4) in the fundamental 110th Psalm, His position as Son of God and
Priest in the order of Melchizedek. This last Psalm is quoted more frequently in the New Testament than any other single
chapter in the Old Testament. There are 186 quotations from the entire Psalter in the New Testament writings. See 2:1;
118:29, notes.

Outline
The Psalter is generally divided into five books, each concluding with a doxology:

I. Book I: Psalms 1—41
II. Book II: Psalms 42—72

III. Book III: Psalms 73—89
IV. Book IV: Psalms 90—106
V. Book V: Psalms 107—150

THE BOOK OF

P S A L M S



Book I, Psalms 1—41

Two men, two ways, two destinies

1BLESSED is the man
Who walks not in the counsel 

of the ungodly,
Nor stands in the path of

sinners,
Nor sits in the seat of the

scornful;
2 But his delight is in the alaw of

the LORD,
And in His law he meditates

day and night.
3 He shall be like a tree

Planted by the rivers of water,
That brings forth its fruit in

its season,
Whose leaf also shall not

wither;
And whatever he does shall

prosper.
4 The ungodly are not so,

But are like the chaff which the
wind drives away.

5 Therefore the ungodly shall not
stand in the judgment,

Nor sinners in the congregation
of the righteous.

6 For the LORD knows the way of
the righteous,

But the way of the ungodly
shall perish.

Christ, the coming King

2WHY do the nations rage,
And the people plot a vain thing?

2 The kings of the earth set
themselves,

2:2
b Matt. 12:14;

26:3,4,59-66;
27:1-2; Mark
3:6; 11:18

c Christ (first ad-
vent): v. 2; Ps.
16:10. (Gen.
3:15; Acts 1:11,
note)

2:5
d Tribulation (the

great): vv. 1-5;
Is. 24:20. (Ps.
2:5; Rev. 7:14,
note)

2:6
e Kingdom (OT):

vv. 1-9; Ps.
16:9. (Gen.
1:26; Zech.
12:8, note)

f Sanctification
(OT): v. 6; Ps.
20:6. (Gen. 2:3;
Zech. 8:3, note)

2:7
g Acts 13:33;

Heb. 1:5; 5:5

2:9
h Christ (second

advent): vv. 6-9;
Ps. 24:10.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

i Day (of the
LORD): v. 9; Is.
2:12. (Ps. 2:9;
Rev. 19:19, note)

1:2

a Law (of Moses):
v. 2; Ps. 19:7.
(Ex. 19:1; Gal.
3:24, note)

PSALMS 1:1—2:9 743
And the brulers take counsel

together,
Against the LORD and against

His cAnointed, saying,
3“Let us break Their bonds in

pieces
And cast away Their cords from

us.”
4 He who sits in the heavens

shall laugh;
The Lord shall hold them in

derision.
5 Then He shall speak to them in

His wrath,
And ddistress them in His deep

displeasure:
6“Yet I have set My eKing

On My fholy hill of Zion.”
7“I will declare the decree:

The LORD has said to Me,
‘You g are My Son,
Today I have begotten You.

8 Ask of Me, and I will give You
The nations for Your

inheritance,
And the ends of the earth for

Your possession.
9 hYou shall break* them with a

rod of iron;
You shall idash them to pieces

like a potter’s vessel.’ ”
*2:9 Following Masoretic Text and Targum;
Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read rule (compare
Revelation 2:27).

1:1 Whereas about half of the Psalms were written by
David in the 10th century B.C., some are known to have
been composed by other men. For example, the 90th
Psalm is by Moses, who lived several centuries earlier, and
the 137th Psalm was written in the 6th century B.C.

2:6 holy hill. Hebrew qodesh.

2:1 THE MESSIANIC PSALMS

Psalms 2; 8; 16; 22; 23; 24; 40; 41; 45; 68; 69; 72; 89;
102; 110; 118 are generally considered Messianic.
These Psalms, either in whole or in part, speak of the
Messiah. Undoubtedly many other Psalms also refer to
Christ. Though the primary thrust of the Messianic
Psalms is Christocentric, there is also much of instruction
for the godly in their walk with God. See 118:29, note.

2:6 THE ORDER OF THE KINGDOM

The 2nd Psalm gives the order of the establishment of
the kingdom. It is in six parts:

(1) The rage and the vain plots of the Jews and Gen-
tiles against the LORD and His Anointed One (vv. 1–3).
The inspired interpretation of this is in Acts 4:25–28,
which asserts its fulfillment in the crucifixion of Christ.

(2) The derision of the LORD (v. 4), that men should
suppose it possible to set aside His covenant (2 Sam.
7:8–17) and oath (Ps. 89:34–37).

(3) His rebuke (v. 5), fulfilled in the destruction of
Jerusalem, A.D. 70, and the dispersion of the Jews at that
time; yet to be fulfilled more completely in the tribula-
tion (Matt. 24:29), which immediately precedes the re-
turn of the King (Matt. 24:30).

(4) The establishment of the rejected King upon Zion
(v. 6).

(5) The subjection of the earth to the King’s rule (vv.
7–9).

(6) The present appeal to the world powers (vv.
10–12).



An evening psalm

To the Chief Musician. With stringed
instruments. A Psalm of David.

4HEAR me when I call, O God of
my righteousness!

You have relieved me in my
distress;

Have mercy on me, and hear
my prayer.

2 How long, O you sons of men,
Will you turn my glory to

shame?
How long will you love

worthlessness
And seek falsehood? Selah.

3 But know that the LORD has set
apart* for Himself him who
is godly;

The LORD ewill hear when I call
to Him.

4 Be angry, and fdo not sin.
Meditate within your heart on

your bed, and be still. 
Selah.

5 Offer the gsacrifices of
righteousness,

And put your htrust in the
LORD.

6 There are many who say,
“Who will show us any good?”

LORD, ilift up the light of Your
countenance upon us.

7 You have put jgladness in my
heart,

More than in the season that
their grain and wine
increased.

8 I will both klie down in peace,
and sleep;

For You alone, O LORD, make
me ldwell in safety.

10 Now therefore, be wise, 
O kings;

Be instructed, you judges of the
earth.

11 Serve the LORD with afear,
And rejoice with trembling.

12 Kiss the Son,* lest He* be
angry,

And you perish in the way,
When His wrath is kindled but

a little.
Blessed are all those who bput

their trust in Him.

A morning psalm

A Psalm of David when he c fled from Absalom
his son.

3LORD, how they have
increased who trouble me!

Many are they who rise up
against me.

2 Many are they who say of me,
“There is no help for him in

God.” Selah.
3 But You, O LORD, are a shield

for me,
My glory and the One who

dlifts up my head.
4 I cried to the LORD with my

voice,
And He heard me from His holy

hill. Selah.
5 I lay down and slept;

I awoke, for the LORD sustained
me.

6 I will not be afraid of ten
thousands of people

Who have set themselves
against me all around.

7 Arise, O LORD;
Save me, O my God!
For You have struck all my

enemies on the cheekbone;
You have broken the teeth of

the ungodly.
8 Salvation belongs to the LORD.

Your blessing is upon Your
people. Selah.

4:3

e Cp. James 5:16-
18

4:4

f Eph. 4:26

4:5

g Deut. 33:19; Ps.
51:19

h See Ps. 2:12,
note

4:6

i Num. 6:26; Ps.
80:3,7,19;
119:135

4:7

j Cp. Is. 9:3

4:8

k Job 11:18-19;
Ps. 3:5

l Lev. 25:18-19;
26:5; Deut.
12:10

2:11

a See Ps. 19:9;
note

2:12

b Faith: v. 12; Ps.
28:7. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

3:Title

c 2 Sam. 15:14

3:3

d Ps. 27:6

744 PSALMS 2:10—4:8

*2:12 Septuagint and Vulgate read Embrace
discipline; Targum reads Receive instruction.
* Septuagint reads the LORD. *4:3 Many
Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, Targum, and
Vulgate read made wonderful.

2:12 trust. Trust is the characteristic OT word for the
NT “faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the OT,
and is the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to take
refuge (Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps.
22:8).

3:2 Selah. The frequent use in the Psalms of this He-

brew word, Selah, possibly marks those places where a
musical rest in the chanting or a change of instrumental ac-
companiment stressed a shift of mood.

4:1 relieved me. David was in trouble and helpless.
The LORD gave him strength and courage (vv. 7–8). He be-
came a greater man for the tasks ahead of him.



A prayer for guidance

To the Chief Musician. With flutes.* A Psalm
of David.

5 aGIVE ear to my words, 
O LORD,

Consider my meditation.
2 Give heed to the voice of my

cry,
My King and my God,
For to You I will pray.

3 My voice You shall hear in the
morning, O LORD;

In the bmorning I will direct it
to You,

And I will look up.
4 For You are not a God who takes

pleasure in wickedness,
Nor shall evil dwell with You.

5 The cboastful shall not dstand
in Your sight;

You hate all workers of iniquity.
6 You shall destroy those who

speak falsehood;
The LORD abhors the

ebloodthirsty and deceitful
man.

7 But as for me, I will come into
Your house in the
multitude of Your mercy;

In ffear of You I will worship
toward Your holy temple.

8 gLead me, O LORD, in Your
righteousness because of
my enemies;

Make Your way straight before
my face.

9 For there is no faithfulness in
their mouth;

Their inward part is destruction;
hTheir throat is an open tomb;
They flatter with their tongue.

10 Pronounce them guilty, O God!
Let them fall by their own

counsels;
Cast them out in the multitude

of their transgressions,
For they have rebelled against

You.
11 But let all those rejoice who put

their itrust in You;
Let them ever shout for joy,

because You defend them;

5:12

j Cp. Gen. 15:1

6:1

k Ps. 38:1; Jer.
10:24

6:3

l Ps. 88:3; cp.
John 12:27

6:5

m Ps. 30:9; 88:9-
11; 115:17;
Eccl. 9:10

n See Hab. 2:5,
note; cp. Luke
16:23, note

6:8

o Cp. Matt. 7:23

5:1

a Ps. 4:1

5:3

b Ps. 55:17; 88:13

5:5

c Hab. 1:13

d Ps. 1:5

5:6

e Ps. 55:23; Rev.
21:8

5:7

f See Ps. 19:9,
note

5:8

g Ps. 25:4-5;
27:11; 31:3

5:9

h Rom. 3:13

5:11

i See Ps. 2:12,
note

PSALMS 5:1—6:10 745
Let those also who love Your

name
Be joyful in You.

12 For You, O LORD, will bless the
righteous;

With favor You will surround
him as with a jshield.

A cry for mercy

To the Chief Musician. With stringed
instruments. On an eight-stringed harp.*

A Psalm of David.

6O LORD, do not krebuke me in
Your anger,

Nor chasten me in Your hot
displeasure.

2 Have mercy on me, O LORD, for
I am weak;

O LORD, heal me, for my bones
are troubled.

3 My soul also is greatly
ltroubled;

But You, O LORD—how long?
4 Return, O LORD, deliver me!

Oh, save me for Your mercies’
sake!

5 For in death there is mno
remembrance of You;

In the ngrave who will give You
thanks?

6 I am weary with my groaning;
All night I make my bed swim;
I drench my couch with my

tears.
7 My eye wastes away because of

grief;
It grows old because of all my

enemies.
8 Depart from me, all you

workers of oiniquity;
For the LORD has heard the

voice of my weeping.
9 The LORD has heard my

supplication;
The LORD will receive my

prayer.
10 Let all my enemies be ashamed

and greatly troubled;
Let them turn back and be

ashamed suddenly.
*5:title Hebrew nehiloth *6:title Hebrew
sheminith

5:9 open tomb. Literally a yawning gulf.



He bends His bow and makes it
ready.

13 He also prepares for Himself
instruments of death;

He makes His arrows into fiery
shafts.

14 Behold, the wicked brings forth
iniquity;

Yes, he iconceives trouble and
brings forth falsehood.

15 He jmade a pit and dug it out,
And has fallen into the ditch

which he made.
16 His trouble shall kreturn upon

his own head,
And his violent dealing shall

come down on his own
crown.

17 I will praise the LORD according
to His righteousness,

And will sing praise to the name
of the LORD Most High.

God’s glory and man’s dominion

To the Chief Musician. On the instrument of
Gath.* A Psalm of David.

8O LORD, our Lord,
How excellent is Your name in 

all the earth,
Who have set Your lglory above

the heavens!
2mOut of the mouth of babes and

nursing infants
You have ordained strength,
Because of Your enemies,
That You may silence the

enemy and the avenger.
3 When I consider Your heavens,

the work of Your fingers,
The moon and the stars, which

You have ordained,
4 What is nman that You are

mindful of him,
And the son of man that You

ovisit him?
5 For You have made him a little

lower than the pangels,*

A prayer for deliverance

A Meditation* of David, which he sang to 
the LORD concerning the words of Cush, 

a Benjamite.

7O LORD my God, in You I put
my atrust;

bSave me from all those who
persecute me;

And deliver me,
2 Lest they tear me like a lion,

Rending me in pieces, while
there is none to deliver.

3 O LORD my God, if I have done
this:

If there is iniquity in my hands,
4 If I have repaid evil to him who

was at peace with me,
cOr have plundered my enemy

without cause,
5 Let the enemy pursue me and

overtake me;
Yes, let him trample my life to

the earth,
And lay my honor in the dust. 

Selah.
6 Arise, O LORD, in Your anger;

dLift Yourself up because of the
rage of my enemies;

Rise up for me* to the judgment
You have commanded!

7 So the congregation of the
peoples shall surround You;

For their sakes, therefore,
return on high.

8 The LORD shall judge the
peoples;

e Judge me, O LORD, faccording
to my righteousness,

And according to my integrity
within me.

9 Oh, let the wickedness of the
wicked come to an end,

But establish the just;
For the righteous God gtests

the hearts and minds.
10 My defense is of God,

Who saves the upright in heart.
11 God is a just judge,

And God is angry with the
wicked every day.

12 If he does not turn back,
He will hsharpen His sword;

7:14

i Job 15:35; Is.
59:4; James
1:15

7:15

j Ps. 57:6

7:16

k Cp. Gal. 6:7

8:1

l Cp. Ps. 19:1

8:2

m Matt. 21:16; cp.
1 Cor. 1:26-31

8:4

n Job 7:17-18;
Heb. 2:6-8

o Job 10:12

8:5

p See Heb. 1:4,
note

7:1

a See Ps. 2:12,
note

b Ps. 31:15

7:4

c Cp. 1 Sam.
24:11

7:6

d Ps. 94:2

7:8

e Ps. 26:1; 35:24;
43:1

f Ps. 18:20; 35:24

7:9

g Test/Tempt: v.
9; Ps. 11:4.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note). Cp.
Prov. 17:3

7:12

h Deut. 32:41

746 PSALMS 7:1—8:5

*7:title Hebrew Shiggaion *7:6 Following
Masoretic Text, Targum, and Vulgate; Septuagint
reads O LORD my God. *8:title Hebrew Al
Gittith *8:5 Hebrew Elohim, God; Septuagint,
Syriac, Targum, and Jewish tradition translate as
angels.

7:10 My defense is of God. Literally My shield is upon
God.

8:5 In Ps. 2 Christ is seen as God’s Son and King, re-
jected and crucified but yet to reign in Zion. In Ps. 8,



And You have crowned him
with glory and honor.

6 You have made him to have
adominion over the works
of Your hands;

You have put ball things under
his feet,

7 All sheep and oxen—
Even the beasts of the field,

8 The birds of the air,
And the fish of the sea
That pass through the paths of

the seas.
9 O LORD, our Lord,

How excellent is Your name in
all the earth!

Praise for victory over enemies

To the Chief Musician. To the tune of “Death
of the Son.”* A Psalm of David.

9I WILL praise You, O LORD,
with my whole heart;

I will tell of all Your marvelous
works.

2 I will be glad and rejoice in
You;

I will sing praise to Your name,
O Most High.

3 When my enemies turn back,
They shall fall and perish at

Your presence.
4 For You have maintained my

right and my cause;
You sat on the throne judging

in righteousness.
5 You have rebuked the nations,

You have destroyed the wicked;
You have blotted out their

name forever and ever.
6 O enemy, destructions are

finished forever!
And you have destroyed cities;
Even their memory has

cperished.
7 But the LORD shall dendure

forever;
He has prepared His throne for

judgment.

9:8

e Ps. 96:13; 98:9;
Acts 17:31; see
Rev. 20:12, note

9:9

f Ps. 32:7; 46:1;
91:2

9:10

g Cp. John 10:14

h See Ps. 2:12,
note

9:11

i Ps. 66:16

9:12

j Gen. 9:5; cp.
1 Kin. 21:17-19

9:14

k Ps. 13:5; 20:5;
35:9

9:17

l See Hab. 2:5,
note; cp. Luke
16:23, note; cp.
Job 24:19; Ps.
49:14

8:6

a Gen. 1:26,28

b 1 Cor. 15:27

9:6

c Ps. 34:16

9:7

d Ps. 102:12,26;
Heb. 1:11

PSALMS 8:6—9:18 747
8 He shall e judge the world in

righteousness,
And He shall administer

judgment for the peoples in
uprightness.

9 The LORD also will be a frefuge
for the oppressed,

A refuge in times of trouble.
10 And those who gknow Your

name will put their htrust
in You;

For You, LORD, have not
forsaken those who seek
You.

11 Sing praises to the LORD, who
dwells in Zion!

Declare His ideeds among the
people.

12 jWhen He avenges blood, He
remembers them;

He does not forget the cry of
the humble.

13 Have mercy on me, O LORD!
Consider my trouble from those

who hate me,
You who lift me up from the

gates of death,
14 That I may tell of all Your praise

In the gates of the daughter of
Zion.

I will krejoice in Your salvation.
15 The nations have sunk down in

the pit which they made;
In the net which they hid, their

own foot is caught.
16 The LORD is known by the

judgment He executes;
The wicked is snared in the

work of his own hands.
Meditation.* Selah.

17 The wicked shall be turned into
lhell,

And all the nations that forget
God.

18 For the needy shall not always
be forgotten;

*9:title Hebrew Muth Labben *9:16 Hebrew
Higgaion

while His Deity is fully recognized (v. 1; Ps. 110 with
Matt. 22:41–46), He is seen as Son of man (vv. 4–6) who,
“made . . . [for] a little [while] lower than the angels,” is to
have dominion over the redeemed creation (Heb. 2:6–11).
Thus this Psalm speaks primarily of what God bestowed
upon the human race as represented in Adam (Gen.
1:26,28). That which the first man lost, the second Man

and “last Adam” more than regained. Hebrews 2:6–11, in
connection with Ps. 8 and Rom. 8:17–21, shows that the
“many sons” whom He is bringing to glory are joint heirs
with Him in both the royal right of Ps. 2 and the human
right of Heb. 2. See Ps. 16, next in order of the Messianic
Psalms.

9:12 humble. Or afflicted.



11 He has said in his heart, “God
has forgotten;

He hides His face;
He will never see.”

12 Arise, O LORD!
O God, flift up Your hand!
Do not forget the ghumble.

13 Why do the wicked renounce
God?

He has said in his heart,
“You will not require an

account.”
14 But You have hseen, for You

observe trouble and grief,
To repay it by Your hand.
The helpless commits himself

to You;
iYou are the helper of the

fatherless.
15 Break the arm of the wicked

and the evil man;
Seek out his wickedness until

You find none.
16 The LORD is King forever and

ever;
The nations have perished out

of His land.
17 LORD, You have heard the

desire of the humble;
You will prepare their heart;
You will cause Your ear to hear,

18 To do justice to the fatherless
and the oppressed,

That the man of the earth may
oppress no more.

Taking refuge in God

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

11IN the LORD I put my jtrust;
How can you say to my soul,

“Flee as a bird to your
mountain”?

2 For look! The wicked bend
their bow,

They make ready their arrow
on the string,

That they may shoot secretly at
the upright in heart.

3 k If the foundations are
destroyed,

What can the righteous do?
4 The LORD is in His holy temple,

The LORD’S lthrone is in heaven;

The aexpectation of the poor
shall not perish forever.

19 Arise, O LORD,
Do not let man prevail;
Let the nations be judged in

Your sight.
20 Put them in fear, O LORD,

That the nations may know
themselves to be but
bmen. Selah.

A plea for God’s judgment

10WHY do You stand afar off,
O LORD?

Why do You hide in times of
trouble?

2 The wicked in his pride
persecutes the poor;

Let them be caught in the plots
which they have devised.

3 For the wicked boasts of his
heart’s desire;

He blesses the greedy and
renounces the LORD.

4 The wicked in his proud
countenance does not seek
God;

God is in none of his thoughts.
5 His ways are always prospering;

Your judgments are far above,
out of his sight;

As for all his enemies, he
sneers at them.

6 He has said in his heart, “I
shall not be moved;

I shall never be in cadversity.”
7 His mouth is full of dcursing

and deceit and oppression;
Under his tongue is trouble and

iniquity.
8 He sits in the lurking places of

the villages;
In the secret places he murders

the einnocent;
His eyes are secretly fixed on

the helpless.
9 He lies in wait secretly, as a

lion in his den;
He lies in wait to catch the poor;
He catches the poor when he

draws him into his net.
10 So he crouches, he lies low,

That the helpless may fall by
his strength.
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10:18 oppress. Literally terrify. Is. 29:20–21. 11:2 secretly. Literally in darkness.



His eyes behold,
His eyelids atest the sons of

men.
5 The LORD tests the righteous,

But the wicked and the one
who loves violence His soul
hates.

6 Upon the wicked He will rain
coals;

Fire and brimstone and a
burning wind;

Shall be the bportion of their
cup.

7 For the LORD is righteous,
He loves righteousness;
His countenance beholds the

upright.*

The scourge of sinful speech

To the Chief Musician. On an eight-stringed
harp.* A Psalm of David.

12HELP, LORD, for the godly
man cceases!

For the faithful disappear from
among the sons of men.

2 They speak idly everyone with
his neighbor;

With flattering lips and a
double heart they speak.

3 May the LORD cut off all
dflattering lips,

And the etongue that speaks
proud things,

4 Who have said,
“With our tongue we will prevail;

Our lips are our own;
Who is lord over us?”

5“For the oppression of the poor,
for the sighing of the needy,

Now I will arise,” says the LORD;
“I will set him in the safety for

which he yearns.”
6 The words of the LORD are

fpure words,
Like silver tried in a furnace of

earth,
Purified seven times.

7 You shall keep them, O LORD,
You shall preserve them from

this generation forever.
8 The wicked prowl on every side,

When vileness is exalted
among the sons of men.
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The testing of delay

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

13HOW long, O LORD? Will
You forget me forever?

How long will You hide Your
face from me?

2 How long shall I take counsel
in my soul,

Having sorrow in my heart
daily?

How long will my enemy be
exalted over me?

3 Consider and hear me, O LORD
my God;

gEnlighten my eyes,
Lest I sleep the sleep of death;

4 Lest my enemy say,
“I have prevailed against him”;

Lest those who trouble me
rejoice when I am moved.

5 But I have htrusted in Your
mercy;

My heart shall rejoice in Your
salvation.

6 I will sing to the LORD,
Because He has dealt

bountifully with me.

A portrait of the godless

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

14THE fool has said in his
heart,

“There is no God.”
iThey are corrupt,
They have done abominable

works,
There is none who does good.

2 The LORD looks down from
heaven upon the children
of men,

To see if there are any who
junderstand, who seek
God.

3 kThey have all turned aside,
They have together become

corrupt;
There is none who does good,
No, not one.

4 Have all the workers of iniquity
no knowledge,

*11:7 Or The upright beholds His countenance
*12:title Hebrew sheminith

14:1 This Psalm is almost identical with Ps. 53.



He who does these things shall
never be moved.

The path of life and joy

A Michtam of David.

16 jPRESERVE me, O God, for
in You I put my ktrust.

2 O my soul, you have said to the
LORD,

“You are my Lord,
My goodness is nothing apart

from You.”
3 As for the saints who are on

the earth,
“They are the excellent ones, in

lwhom is all my delight.”
4 Their sorrows shall be

multiplied who hasten after
another god;

Their drink offerings of mblood
I will not offer,

Nor take up their names on my
nlips.

5 O LORD, You are the portion of
my inheritance and my cup;

You maintain my lot.
6 The lines have fallen to me in

pleasant places;
Yes, I have a good inheritance.

7 I will bless the LORD who has
given me counsel;

My heart also instructs me in
the night seasons.

8 o I have set the LORD always
before me;

Because He is at my right hand
I shall not be moved.

9 pTherefore my heart is glad, and
my glory rejoices;

My flesh also will rest in qhope.

aWho eat up my people as they
eat bread,

And do not call on the LORD?
5 There they are in great fear,

For God is with the generation
of the righteous.

6 You shame the counsel of the
poor,

But the LORD is his refuge.
7 bOh, that the salvation of Israel

would come out of Zion!
When the LORD brings back the

ccaptivity of His people,
Let Jacob rejoice and Israel be

glad.

The man who abides with God

A Psalm of David.

15LORD, who may abide in
Your tabernacle?

Who may ddwell in Your holy
hill?

2 He who walks uprightly,
And works righteousness,
And speaks the etruth in his

heart;
3 He who does not fbackbite with

his tongue,
Nor does evil to his neighbor,
Nor does he take up a

reproach against his friend;
4 In whose eyes a vile person is

despised,
But he honors those who

gfear the LORD;
He who hswears to his own

hurt and does not change;
5 He who does not put out his

money at iusury,
Nor does he take a bribe

against the innocent.
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Israel: soldier of God. Jacob’s name was changed to
this after he wrestled with God at Peniel. He became
the father of the great nation of Israel.

Zion: sunny. A metaphor referring to all of Jerusalem,
the nation of Israel and its inhabitants. Later it extend-
ed to include all God’s people.

Jacob: supplanter. The younger son of Isaac and Re-
bekah who tricked his brother Esau into selling him
his birthright. He deceived his father in order to re-
ceive the family blessing. Married Leah and Rachel.
Had twelve sons by his wives and concubines. Also
referred to as Israel.

16:4 another god. Of course there is only one God
(1 Cor. 8:5–6). The pagans had, however, those whom they
called “gods”, e.g. in David’s day, Dagon and Baal. Then
and now, whatever preempts the place in one’s heart that
belongs to the true God may be said to be a god, e.g. self
and the pleasures of this world (2 Tim. 3:2,4).

16:9 My flesh also will rest in hope. The 16th Psalm is
a prediction of the resurrection of the King. As a prophet,
David declared that, not at His first advent but at some
time subsequent to His death and resurrection, the Messiah
would assume the Davidic throne. Compare Acts 2:25–31
with Luke 1:32–33 and Acts 15:13–17. See Davidic Cov-
enant, 2 Sam. 7:16, note; Kingdom (OT), Zech. 12:8, note.
See Ps. 22, next in order of the Messianic Psalms.



10 For You will not leave amy soul
in bSheol,

Nor will You callow Your Holy
One to see corruption.

11 You will show me the path of
life;

In Your presence is fullness of
joy;

At Your right hand are
pleasures forevermore.

Reliance on God

A Prayer of David.

17HEAR a just cause, O LORD,
Attend to my cry;

Give ear to my prayer which is
not from deceitful lips.

2 Let my vindication come from
Your presence;

Let Your eyes look on the
things that are upright.

3 You have tested my heart;
You have visited me in the night;
You have dtried me and have

found enothing;
I have purposed that my mouth

shall not ftransgress.
4 Concerning the works of men,

By the word of Your lips,
I have kept away from the

paths of the destroyer.
5 Uphold my steps in Your paths,

That my footsteps may not slip.
6 I have called upon You, for You

will hear me, O God;
Incline Your ear to me, and

hear my speech.
7 Show Your marvelous

lovingkindness by Your
right hand,

O You who save those who
trust in You

From those who rise up against
them.

8 Keep me as the apple of Your
eye;

Hide me under the shadow of
Your wings,

9 From the wicked who oppress
me,

From my deadly enemies who
surround me.
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10 They have closed up their gfat

hearts;
With their mouths they speak

proudly.
11 They have now surrounded us

in our steps;
They have set their eyes,

crouching down to the
earth,

12 As a lion is eager to tear his
prey,

And like a young lion lurking in
secret places.

13 Arise, O LORD,
Confront him, cast him down;
Deliver my life from the wicked

with Your sword,
14 With Your hand from men, 

O LORD,
From men of the world who

have their hportion in this
life,

And whose belly You fill with
Your hidden treasure.

They are satisfied with
ichildren,

And leave the rest of their
possession for their babes.

15 As for me, I will see Your face
in righteousness;

I shall be jsatisfied when I
kawake in Your likeness.

Praise to the God who delivers His own

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David the
servant of the LORD, who spoke to the LORD

the words of this song on the day that the
LORD delivered him from the hand of all 
his enemies and from the hand of Saul. 

And he lsaid:

18I WILL love You, O LORD,
my mstrength.

2 The LORD is my rock and my
fortress and my deliverer;

My God, my strength, in whom
I will trust;

My nshield and the horn of my
salvation, my stronghold.

3 I will call upon the LORD, owho
is worthy to be praised;

So shall I be saved from my
enemies.

18:2 horn. The words “horn” and “horns” (OT, qeren;
NT keras) are used in Scripture both literally and figura-
tively. In the latter sense at least three meanings appear:

(1) strength in general (Deut. 33:17); (2) arrogant pride (Ps.
75:4–5); and (3) political and military power (Dan.
8:20–21).



At the blast of the breath of
Your nostrils.

16 kHe sent from above, He took
me;

He drew me out of many
waters.

17 He delivered me from my
strong enemy,

From those who hated me,
For they were too strong for me.

18 They confronted me in the day
of my calamity,

But the LORD was my support.
19 lHe also brought me out into a

broad place;
He delivered me because He

delighted in me.
20 The LORD rewarded me

according to my
righteousness;

According to the cleanness of
my hands

He has recompensed me.
21 For I have kept the ways of the

LORD,
And have not wickedly

departed from my God.
22 For all His m judgments were

before me,
And I did not put away His

statutes from me.
23 I was also blameless before Him,

And I kept myself from my
iniquity.

24 Therefore the LORD has
recompensed me according
to my righteousness,

According to the cleanness of
my hands in His sight.

25 With the nmerciful You will
show Yourself merciful;

With a blameless man You will
show Yourself blameless;

26 With the pure You will show
Yourself pure;

And with the devious You will
show Yourself shrewd.

27 For You will save the humble
people,

oBut will bring down haughty
looks.

4 The apangs of death
surrounded me,

And the floods of ungodliness
made me afraid.

5 The sorrows of bSheol
surrounded me;

The snares of death confronted
me.

6 In my distress I called upon the
LORD,

And cried out to my God;
He heard my voice from His

temple,
And my cry came before Him,

even to His ears.
7 cThen the earth shook and

trembled;
The foundations of the hills also

quaked and were shaken,
Because He was angry.

8 Smoke went up from His
nostrils,

And devouring fire from His
mouth;

Coals were kindled by it.
9 dHe bowed the heavens also,

and came down
With darkness under His feet.

10 eAnd He rode upon a cherub,
and flew;

He flew upon the wings of the
wind.

11 He made fdarkness His secret
place;

gHis canopy around Him was
dark waters

And thick clouds of the skies.
12 From the brightness before

Him,
His thick clouds passed with

hailstones and coals of hfire.
13 The LORD thundered from

heaven,
And the Most High uttered His

ivoice,
Hailstones and coals of fire.*

14 He sent out His arrows and
jscattered the foe,

Lightnings in abundance, and
He vanquished them.

15 Then the channels of the sea
were seen,

The foundations of the world
were uncovered

At Your rebuke, O LORD,
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*18:13 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and
Vulgate; a few Hebrew manuscripts and Septuagint
omit Hailstones and coals of fire.

18:4 ungodliness. Hebrew Belial.



28 aFor You will light my blamp;
The LORD my God will

enlighten my darkness.
29 For by You I can run against a

troop,
By my God I can leap over a

wall.
30 As for God, His way is perfect;

The cword of the LORD is
proven;

He is a dshield to all who etrust
in Him.

31 For who is God, except the
LORD?

And who is a rock, except our
God?

32 It is God who arms me with
strength,

And makes my way perfect.
33 He makes my feet like the feet

of deer,
And sets me on my high places.

34 He teaches my hands to make
war,

So that my arms can bend a
bow of fbronze.

35 You have also given me the
shield of Your salvation;

Your right hand has held me
up,

Your gentleness has made me
great.

36 You enlarged my path under
me,

So my feet did not slip.
37 I have pursued my enemies and

overtaken them;
Neither did I turn back again

till they were destroyed.
38 I have wounded them,

So that they could not rise;
They have fallen under my feet.

39 For You have armed me with
strength for the battle;

You have subdued under me
those who rose up against
me.

40 You have also given me the
necks of my enemies,

So that I destroyed those who
hated me.

41 They cried out, but there was
none to save;
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Even to the LORD, gbut He did

not answer them.
42 Then I beat them as fine as the

dust before the wind;
I hcast them out like dirt in the

streets.
43 You have delivered me from the

strivings of the people;
You have made me the head of

the inations;
A jpeople I have not known

shall serve me.
44 As soon as they hear of me they

obey me;
The kforeigners submit to me.

45 The foreigners fade away,
And come frightened from their

hideouts.
46 The LORD lives!

Blessed be my Rock!
Let the God of my salvation be

exalted.
47 It is God who avenges me,

And subdues the peoples under
me;

48 He delivers me from my
enemies.

You also lift me up above those
who rise against me;

You have delivered me from the
violent man.

49 Therefore I will give lthanks to
You, O LORD, among the
Gentiles,

And sing praises to Your name.
50 Great deliverance He gives to

His king,
And shows mercy to His

anointed,
To mDavid and his descendants

forevermore.

The works and Word of God

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

19THE heavens ndeclare the
glory of God;

And the ofirmament shows His
handiwork.

2 Day unto day utters speech,
And night unto night reveals

knowledge.
3 There is no speech nor

language
Where their voice is not heard.

18:39 subdued. Literally caused to bow.



14 jLet the words of my mouth and
the meditation of my heart

Be acceptable in Your sight,
O LORD, my strength and my

kRedeemer.

A plea for help from the sanctuary

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

20MAY the LORD answer you
in the day of trouble;

May the name of the God of
Jacob defend you;

2 May He send you help from the
sanctuary,

And strengthen you out of
Zion;

3 May He lremember all your
offerings,

And accept your burnt sacrifice.
Selah.

4 May He grant you according to
your heart’s desire,

And mfulfill all your purpose.
5 We will rejoice in your

salvation,
And in the name of our God we

will set up our banners!
May the LORD fulfill all your

petitions.
6 Now I know that the LORD

saves His anointed;
He will answer him from His

nholy heaven
With the saving strength of His

right hand.
7 Some trust in chariots, and

some in ohorses;
pBut we will remember the

name of the LORD our God.
8 They have bowed down and

fallen;
But we have risen and stand

upright.
9 Save, LORD!

May the King answer us when
we call.

4 Their line* has gone out
through all the earth,

And their words to the end of
the world.

In them He has set a tabernacle
for the asun,

5 Which is like a bridegroom
coming out of his chamber,

And rejoices like a strong man
to run its race.

6 Its rising is from one end of
heaven,

And its circuit to the other end;
And there is nothing hidden

from its heat.
7 The blaw of the LORD is

cperfect, converting the
soul;

The testimony of the LORD is
sure, making dwise the
simple;

8 The statutes of the LORD are
right, rejoicing the heart;

The commandment of the LORD
is pure, enlightening the
eyes;

9 The fear of the LORD is clean,
enduring forever;

The e judgments of the LORD are
true and righteous
altogether.

10 More to be desired are they
than fgold,

Yea, than much fine gold;
Sweeter also than honey and

the honeycomb.
11 Moreover by them Your servant

is warned,
And in keeping them there is

great reward.
12 Who can understand his errors?

gCleanse me from secret faults.
13 Keep back Your servant also

from hpresumptuous sins;
Let them not have idominion

over me.
Then I shall be blameless,
And I shall be innocent of great

transgression.
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20:4

m Ps. 21:2

20:6

n Sanctification
(OT): v. 6; Ps.
89:20. (Gen.
2:3; Zech. 8:3,
note)

20:7

o Deut. 20:1; Ps.
33:16-17; Prov.
21:31; Is. 31:1

p Cp. 2 Chr. 32:8

19:4

a Cp. Eccl. 1:5

19:7

b Law (of Moses):
vv. 7-8; Ps.
37:31. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

c Rom. 7:12

d Ps. 119:130

19:9

e Ps. 18:22

19:10

f Ps. 119:72,127;
Prov. 8:10-
11,19

19:12

g Ps. 51:1-2

19:13

h Num. 15:30

i Ps. 119:133;
Rom. 6:12-14
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*19:4 Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read sound;
Targum reads business.

19:7 law of the LORD. Whereas the law of the LORD is
summarized in the Ten Commandments, it comprises all
God’s revealed truth—in David’s day, the Pentateuch; to-
day the whole Bible.

19:9 fear. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expression

meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.
19:14 strength. Literally rock.
20:1 defend you. Literally set you on a high place.
20:2 sanctuary. Hebrew qodesh, translated holy in

v. 6.



God’s blessing of the King

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

21THE king shall have joy in
Your strength, O LORD;

And in Your salvation how
greatly shall he rejoice!

2 You have given him his heart’s
desire,

And have not withheld the
arequest of his lips. Selah.

3 For You meet him with the
blessings of goodness;

You set a crown of pure gold
upon his head.

4 bHe asked life from You, and You
gave it to him—

Length of days forever and ever.
5 His glory is great in Your

salvation;
Honor and majesty You have

placed upon him.
6 For You have made him most

blessed forever;
cYou have made him

exceedingly glad with Your
presence.

7 For the king dtrusts in the
LORD,

And through the mercy of the
Most High he shall not be
moved.

8 Your hand will efind all Your
enemies;

Your right hand will find those
who hate You.

9 You shall make them as a fiery
oven in the time of Your
anger;

The LORD shall swallow them
up in His wrath,

And the fire shall devour them.
10 Their offspring You shall

destroy from the earth,
And their descendants from

among the sons of men.
11 For they intended evil against

You;
They devised a plot which they

are not able to fperform.
12 Therefore You will make them

turn their back;

22:1

g Matt. 27:46

h Sacrifice
(prophetic): vv.
1-18; Is. 52:14.
(Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note)

i Christ (first ad-
vent): vv. 1-18;
Is. 7:14. (Gen.
3:15; Acts 1:11,
note)

22:4

j See Ps. 2:12,
note

22:6

k vv. 7,11-13; Ps.
109:25; Matt.
27:39-44

22:8

l Cp. Matt. 27:43;
see Ps. 2:12,
note

22:9

m Ps. 71:6

21:2

a 2 Sam. 7:26-29

21:4

b Ps. 61:5-6

21:6

c Ps. 16:11; 45:7

21:7

d See Ps. 2:12,
note

21:8

e Cp. Is. 10:10

21:11

f Ps. 2:1-4
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You will make ready Your

arrows on Your string
toward their faces.

13 Be exalted, O LORD, in Your
own strength!

We will sing and praise Your
power.

The suffering Savior

To the Chief Musician. Set to “The Deer of
the Dawn.”* A Psalm of David.

22MY gGod, hMy God, why
have You forsaken Me?

Why are You so far from
helping iMe,

And from the words of My
groaning?

2 O My God, I cry in the daytime,
but You do not hear;

And in the night season, and
am not silent.

3 But You are holy,
Enthroned in the praises of

Israel.
4 Our fathers trusted in You;

They jtrusted, and You
delivered them.

5 They cried to You, and were
delivered;

They trusted in You, and were
not ashamed.

6 But I am a worm, and no man;
A reproach of men, and

kdespised by the people.
7 All those who see Me ridicule

Me;
They shoot out the lip, they

shake the head, saying,
8“He ltrusted* in the LORD, let

Him rescue Him;
Let Him deliver Him, since He

delights in Him!”
9 But You are He who mtook Me

out of the womb;
You made Me trust while on

My mother’s breasts.
10 I was cast upon You from birth.

From My mother’s womb
*22:title Hebrew Aijeleth Hashahar
*22:8 Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read hoped;
Targum reads praised.

22:1 Psalms 22, 23, and 24 form a trilogy. In Ps. 22 the
good Shepherd gives His life for the sheep (John 10:11); in
Ps. 23 the great Shepherd, whom God “brought up . . .
from the dead . . . through the blood of the everlasting cov-

enant” (Heb. 13:20), tenderly cares for His sheep; in Ps. 24
the chief Shepherd appears as King of glory to reward His
sheep (1 Pet. 5:4).

22:8 trusted. Literally rolled.



20 Deliver Me from the sword,
My precious life from the

power of the dog.
21 Save Me from the lion’s mouth

And from the horns of the wild
oxen!

You have answered Me.
22 I will declare Your name to My

fbrethren;
In the midst of the assembly I

will praise You.
23 You who gfear the LORD, praise

Him!
All you descendants of Jacob,

glorify Him,
And fear Him, all you offspring

of Israel!
24 For He has not despised nor

abhorred the affliction of
the afflicted;

Nor has He hidden His face
from Him;

But when He cried to Him, He
heard.

25 My praise shall be of You in the
great assembly;

I will pay My vows before those
who hfear Him.

26 The ipoor shall jeat and be
satisfied;

Those who seek Him will
praise the LORD.

Let your heart live forever!

You have been My God.
11 Be not far from Me,

For trouble is near;
For there is none to help.

12 Many bulls have surrounded Me;
Strong bulls of aBashan have

encircled Me.
13 They bgape at Me with their

mouths,
Like a raging and roaring lion.

14 I am poured out like water,
And all My bones are out of

joint;
My heart is like wax;
It has melted within Me.

15 My strength is dried up like a
potsherd,

And My tongue clings to My
jaws;

You have brought Me to the
dust of death.

16 For cdogs have surrounded Me;
The congregation of the wicked

has enclosed Me.
They dpierced* My hands and

My feet;
17 I can count all My bones.

They look and stare at Me.
18 They divide My garments

among them,
And for My clothing they ecast

lots.
19 But You, O LORD, do not be far

from Me;
O My Strength, hasten to help

Me!

22:22

f Heb. 2:12

22:23

g See Ps. 19:9,
note

22:25

h See Ps. 19:9,
note

22:26

i Cp. Matt. 5:5

j Cp. John 6:51-
58; 1 Cor. 11:26

22:12

a Deut. 32:14

22:13

b Job 16:10

22:16

c Cp. Rev. 22:15

d Is. 53:7; cp.
John 20:20-25

22:18

e Matt. 27:35

756 PSALM 22:11–26

*22:16 Following some Hebrew manuscripts,
Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate; Masoretic Text reads
Like a lion.

Bashan: soft, rich soil. A fertile area of land east of the
Sea of Galilee.

22:16 They pierced. Although the Hebrew text here
reads “like the lion,” this gives no clear meaning to the
passage. Ancient versions and some manuscripts support
the translation, “they pierced.”

22:22 At v. 22 the Psalm shifts from crucifixion to resur-
rection; fulfilled in the “go to My brethren,” etc., of John
20:17. The risen Christ declares to His brethren the name,
“Father.”

Jacob: supplanter. The younger son of Isaac and Re-
bekah who tricked his brother Esau into selling him
his birthright. He deceived his father in order to re-
ceive the family blessing. Married Leah and Rachel.
Had twelve sons by his wives and concubines. Also
referred to as Israel.

22:26 Verses 26–31 relate the results of the suffering
and deliverance described in the Psalm and prove its Mes-

22:7 DEATH BY CRUCIFIXION

Psalm 22 is a graphic picture of death by crucifixion.
The bones (of the hands, arms, shoulders, and pelvis)
out of joint (v. 14); the profuse perspiration caused by
intense suffering (v. 14); the action of the heart affected
(v. 14); strength exhausted, and extreme thirst (v. 15);
the hands and feet pierced (see v. 16, note, but com-
pare John 20:20 also); partial nudity with the hurt to
modesty (v. 17), are all associated with that mode of
death. The accompanying circumstances are precisely
those fulfilled in the crucifixion of Christ. The desolate
cry of v. 1 (Matt. 27:46); the periods of light and dark-
ness of v. 2 (Matt. 27:45); the contemptuous and humil-
iating treatment of vv. 6–8,12–13 (Matt. 27:39–44); the
casting lots of v. 18 (Matt. 27:35), were all literally ful-
filled. When it is remembered that crucifixion was a
Roman, not Jewish, form of execution, the proof of in-
spiration is irresistible.



27 All the ends of the world
Shall remember and turn to the

LORD,
And all the families of the

nations
Shall worship before You.*

28 For the kingdom is the LORD’S,
And He rules over the nations.

29 All the prosperous of the earth
Shall eat and worship;
All those who go down to the

dust
Shall bow before Him,
Even he who cannot keep

himself alive.
30 A aposterity shall serve Him.

It will be recounted of the Lord
to the next generation,

31 They will come and declare His
righteousness to a people
who will be born,

That He has done this.

The divine Shepherd

A Psalm of David.

23THE LORD is my bshepherd;
I shall cnot want.

2 He makes me to lie down in
green dpastures;

He leads me beside the still
waters.

3 He restores my soul;
He eleads me in the paths of

righteousness
For His name’s sake.

4 Yea, though I walk through the
valley of the fshadow of
death,

I will gfear no evil;
For You are hwith me;
Your rod and Your staff, they

comfort me.

23:5

i Ps. 104:15

24:1

j 1 Cor. 10:26,28

22:30

a Cp. Is. 53:10-11

23:1

b Is. 40:11; Ezek.
34:11-12; John
10:11; 1 Pet.
2:25

c Assurance/secu-
rity: vv. 1-6; Ps.
91:1. (Ps. 23:1;
Jude 1, note)

23:2

d Ezek. 34:14

23:3

e Ps. 5:8; 31:3;
Prov. 8:20

23:4

f Job 3:5; 10:21-
22; 24:17; Ps.
44:19; cp. Rev.
1:18

g Ps. 27:1

h Cp. Is. 43:2
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5 You iprepare a table before me

in the presence of my
enemies;

You anoint my head with oil;
My cup runs over.

6 Surely goodness and mercy
shall follow me

All the days of my life;
And I will dwell* in the house

of the LORD

Forever.

The ascension of the King of glory

A Psalm of David.

24THE jearth is the LORD’S,
and all its fullness,

The world and those who dwell
therein.

*22:27 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and
Targum; Arabic, Syriac, and Vulgate read Him.
*23:6 Following Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and
Vulgate; Masoretic Text reads return.

sianic reference beyond all question. It could not possibly
be said of the suffering and subsequent deliverance of any
mere human being that it would result in both the meek
and the prosperous being fed (vv. 26,29), in all the ends of
the earth turning to the LORD (v. 27), in all the dead even-
tually bowing before Him (v. 29), and in a new people be-
ing born (v. 31). See Ps. 23 and 24, next in order of the
Messianic Psalms.

23:2 still waters. Literally waters of quietness. Compare
Rev. 7:17.

23:5 anoint. Literally make fat. Ps. 92:10; compare
Luke 7:46.

23:5 ANOINTING WITH OIL

Both things and people can be anointed with oil by
touching or rubbing. Anointing was a sign that the person
or object was dedicated to God. Kings and priests were
anointed, as were the bodies of those who had died.

People who were anointed
Moses anoints Aaron and his sons 

as priests Leviticus 8:30
Samuel anoints Saul king 1 Samuel 10:1
Samuel anoints David king 1 Samuel 16:13
Men of Judah anoint David king 2 Samuel 2:4
Men of Israel anoint David king 2 Samuel 5:3
Zadok anoints Solomon king 1 Kings 1:39
The assembly anoints Solomon 

king 1 Chronicles 29:22
Elijah anoints Hazael king over 

Syria 1 Kings 19:15
Elijah anoints Jehu king 1 Kings 19:16
Elijah anoints Elisha prophet 1 Kings 19:16
A young prophet anoints Jehu king 2 Kings 9:6
Jehoiada anoints Joash king 2 Chronicles 23:11
The women anoint Jesus’ body Mark 16:1

Things anointed
A stone at Bethel Genesis 28:18; 35:14
Garments of the priests Exodus 29:21
The tabernacle Exodus 30:26
The ark of the Testimony Exodus 30:26
The table and utensils Exodus 30:27
The lampstand and utensils Exodus 30:27
The altar and utensils Exodus 30:28
The laver and its base Exodus 30:28



5 Lead me in Your truth and
teach me,

For You are the God of my
salvation;

On You I wait all the day.
6 Remember, O LORD, kYour

tender mercies and Your
lovingkindnesses,

For they are from of old.
7 Do not remember the lsins of

my youth, nor my
transgressions;

mAccording to Your mercy
remember me,

For Your goodness’ sake, 
O LORD.

8 Good and upright is the LORD;
Therefore He teaches sinners in

the way.
9 The humble He guides in

n justice,
And the humble He teaches His

way.
10 All the paths of the LORD are

mercy and truth,
To such as keep His covenant

and His testimonies.
11 oFor Your name’s sake, O LORD,

Pardon my iniquity, pfor it is
great.

12 Who is the man that qfears the
LORD?

Him shall He* teach in the way
He* chooses.

13 He himself shall dwell in
prosperity,

And his descendants shall
inherit the earth.

14 The rsecret of the LORD is with
those who fear Him,

And He will show them His
scovenant.

15 My eyes are ever toward the
LORD,

For He shall pluck my feet out
of the net.

16 Turn Yourself to me, and have
mercy on me,

For I am desolate and afflicted.

2 For He has afounded it upon
the seas,

And established it upon the
waters.

3 bWho may ascend into the hill of
the LORD?

Or who may stand in His holy
place?

4 He who has clean hands and a
cpure heart,

Who has not lifted up his soul
to an idol,

Nor sworn deceitfully.
5 He shall receive blessing from

the LORD,
And righteousness from the

God of his salvation.
6 This is Jacob, the generation of

those who seek Him,
Who seek Your face. Selah.

7 dLift up your heads, O you gates!
And be lifted up, you

everlasting doors!
And the eKing of glory shall

come in.
8 Who is this King of glory?

The LORD strong and mighty,
The LORD mighty in fbattle.

9 Lift up your heads, O you gates!
Lift up, you everlasting doors!
And the King of glory shall

come in.
10 Who is this gKing of glory?

The LORD of hosts,
He is the King of glory. Selah.

A plea for defense, guidance, pardon

A Psalm of David.

25TO You, O LORD, I lift up my
soul.

2 O my God, I htrust in You;
Let me not be ashamed;

iLet not my enemies triumph
over me.

3 Indeed, let no one who waits
on You be ashamed;

Let those be ashamed who deal
treacherously without
cause.

4 jShow me Your ways, O LORD;
Teach me Your paths.

25:6

k Ps. 103:17;
106:1; cp. Is.
63:15; Jer.
33:11

25:7

l Job 13:26; Jer.
3:25

m Ps. 51:1

25:9

n Ps. 9:16

25:11

o Ps. 31:3; 79:9;
109:21; 143:11

p Cp. Rom. 5:20

25:12

q See Ps. 19:9,
note

25:14

r Prov. 3:32; John
7:17; see John
15:15, note

s Cp. 2 Sam. 7:4-
17

24:2

a Ps. 89:11

24:3

b Ps. 15:1-5

24:4

c Matt. 5:8

24:7

d Cp. Is. 26:2

e 1 Cor. 2:8

24:8

f Rev. 19:13-16

24:10

g Christ (second
advent): vv. 7-
10; Ps. 50:3.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

25:2

h See Ps. 2:12,
note

i Ps. 13:4

25:4

j Ps. 5:8; 27:11;
86:11; 119:27;
143:8; cp. Ex.
33:13

758 PSALMS 24:2—25:16

*25:12 Or he * Or he

24:2 waters. Literally rivers.
24:3 The order is: (1) the declaration of title, “The earth is

the LORD’s” (vv. 1–2); (2) who shall rule the earth? (vv.
3–6)—it is a question of worthiness, and no one is worthy

but the Lamb (compare Dan. 7:13–14; Matt. 25:31; Rev.
5:1–10); and (3) the King of glory takes the throne of earth
(vv. 7–10). See Ps. 40, next in order of the Messianic Psalms.

25:15 pluck. Literally bring forth.



17 The troubles of my heart have
enlarged;

Bring me out of my distresses!
18 Look on my affliction and my

pain,
And forgive all my sins.

19 Consider my enemies, for they
are many;

And they hate me with cruel
hatred.

20 Keep my soul, and deliver me;
Let me not be ashamed, for I

put my atrust in You.
21 Let integrity and uprightness

preserve me,
For I wait for You.

22 bRedeem Israel, O God,
Out of all their troubles!

David’s integrity

A Psalm of David.

26VINDICATE me, O LORD,
For I have walked in my 
integrity.

I have also ctrusted in the LORD;
I shall not slip.

2 Examine me, O LORD, and
prove me;

dTry my mind and my heart.
3 For Your lovingkindness is

before my eyes,
And I have walked in Your

truth.
4 I have not esat with idolatrous

mortals,
Nor will I go in with hypocrites.

5 I have hated the assembly of
evildoers,

And will not sit with the wicked.
6 I will wash my hands in

innocence;
So I will go about Your altar, 

O LORD,
7 That I may proclaim with the

voice of thanksgiving,
And tell of all Your wondrous

works.
8 LORD, I have floved the

habitation of Your house,
And the place where Your glory

dwells.
9 Do not gather my soul with

sinners,
Nor my life with bloodthirsty

men,

26:11

g See Ex. 14:30
and Is. 59:20,
notes

27:1

h Ps. 84:11; Is.
60:19-20; Mic.
7:8

i Ps. 62:2,6;
118:14,21; Is.
12:2

27:3

j Ps. 3:6

27:4

k Ps. 26:8; 65:4;
cp. Luke 2:37

27:5

l Ps. 31:20; 91:1

m Ps. 40:2

25:20

a See Ps. 2:12,
note

25:22

b See Ex. 14:30
and Is. 59:20,
notes

26:1

c See Ps. 2:12,
note

26:2

d Test/Tempt: v.
2; Ps. 66:10.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note)

26:4

e Ps. 1:1; Jer.
15:17

26:8

f Ps. 27:4; 84:1-
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10 In whose hands is a sinister

scheme,
And whose right hand is full of

bribes.
11 But as for me, I will walk in my

integrity;
gRedeem me and be merciful to

me.
12 My foot stands in an even place;

In the congregations I will bless
the LORD.

Triumphant faith

A Psalm of David.

27THE LORD is my hlight and
my salvation;

Whom shall I fear?
The iLORD is the strength of my

life;
Of whom shall I be afraid?

2 When the wicked came against
me

To eat up my flesh,
My enemies and foes,
They stumbled and fell.

3 jThough an army may encamp
against me,

My heart shall not fear;
Though war may rise against

me,
In this I will be confident.

4 One thing I have desired of the
LORD,

That will I seek:
That I may kdwell in the house

of the LORD
All the days of my life,
To behold the beauty of the

LORD,
And to inquire in His temple.

5 For in the time of trouble
He shall lhide me in His

pavilion;
In the secret place of His

tabernacle
He shall hide me;
He shall mset me high upon a

rock.
6 And now my head shall be

lifted up above my enemies
all around me;

Therefore I will offer sacrifices
of joy in His tabernacle;

I will sing, yes, I will sing
praises to the LORD.



And with the workers of
iniquity,

Who speak peace to their
neighbors,

But evil is in their hearts.
4 gGive them according to their

deeds,
And according to the

wickedness of their
endeavors;

Give them according to the
work of their hands;

Render to them what they
deserve.

5 Because they do not regard the
works of the LORD,

Nor the operation of His hands,
He shall destroy them
And not build them up.

6 Blessed be the LORD,
Because He has heard the voice

of my supplications!
7 The LORD is my strength and

my shield;
My heart htrusted in Him, and I

am helped;
Therefore my heart greatly

rejoices,
And with my song I will praise

Him.
8 The LORD is their strength,*

And He is the saving refuge of
His anointed.

9 Save Your people,
And bless Your inheritance;
Shepherd them also,
And bear them up forever.

God’s mighty power

A Psalm of David.

29GIVE unto the LORD, O you
mighty ones,

Give unto the LORD glory and
strength.

2 Give unto the LORD the glory
due to His name;

Worship the LORD in the beauty
of holiness.

3 The voice of the LORD is over
the waters;

7 Hear, O LORD, when I cry with
my voice!

Have mercy also upon me, and
answer me.

8 When You said, “Seek My face,”
My heart said to You, “Your

face, LORD, I will seek.”
9 aDo not hide Your face from me;

Do not turn Your servant away
in anger;

You have been my help;
Do not leave me nor forsake me,
O God of my salvation.

10 When my bfather and my
cmother forsake me,

Then the LORD will take care of
me.

11 dTeach me Your way, O LORD,
And lead me in a smooth path,

because of my enemies.
12 Do not deliver me to the will of

my adversaries;
For efalse witnesses have risen

against me,
And such as breathe out

violence.
13 I would have lost heart, unless I

had believed
That I would see the goodness

of the LORD
In the land of the living.

14 fWait on the LORD;
Be of good courage,
And He shall strengthen your

heart;
Wait, I say, on the LORD!

Testimony to answered prayer (v. 6)

A Psalm of David.

28TO You I will cry, O LORD
my Rock:

Do not be silent to me,
Lest, if You are silent to me,
I become like those who go

down to the pit.
2 Hear the voice of my

supplications
When I cry to You,
When I lift up my hands toward

Your holy sanctuary.
3 Do not take me away with the

wicked

28:4

g Cp. 2 Tim. 4:14;
Rev. 18:6

28:7

h Faith: v. 7; Ps.
32:10. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)
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a Ps. 69:17; 143:7
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b Cp. Is. 63:16

c Is. 49:15

27:11

d Ps. 25:4; 86:11;
119:33

27:12

e Ps. 35:11; cp.
1 Sam. 22:9;
2 Sam. 16:7-8;
Matt. 26:60
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*28:8 Following Masoretic Text and Targum;
Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read the strength of
His people.

27:8 My heart said . . . seek. Or My heart said to You,
“Let my face seek Your face.”

28:2 holy. Literally innermost.



The aGod of glory thunders;
The LORD is over many waters.

4 The voice of the LORD is
powerful;

The voice of the LORD is full of
majesty.

5 The voice of the LORD breaks
the cedars,

Yes, the LORD splinters the
cedars of Lebanon.

6 He makes them also skip like a
calf,

Lebanon and bSirion like a
young wild ox.

7 The voice of the LORD divides
the flames of fire.

8 The voice of the LORD shakes
the wilderness;

The LORD shakes the
Wilderness of Kadesh.

9 The voice of the LORD makes
the cdeer give birth,

And strips the forests bare;
And in His temple everyone

says, “Glory!”
10 The dLORD sat enthroned at the

Flood,
And the eLORD sits as King

forever.
11 The fLORD will give strength to

His people;
The LORD will bless His people

with peace.

Praise for deliverance

A Psalm. A Song at the dedication of the house
of David.

30I WILL extol You, O LORD,
for You have lifted me up,

And have not let my foes
rejoice over me.

2 O LORD my God, I cried out to
You,

And You ghealed me.
3 O LORD, You brought my soul

up from the hgrave;
You have kept me alive, that I

should not go down to the
pit.*
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4 iSing praise to the LORD, you

saints of His,
And give thanks at the

remembrance of His holy
name.*

5 jFor His anger is but for a
moment,

His favor is for life;
Weeping may endure for a night,
But joy comes in the morning.

6 Now in my prosperity I said,
“I shall never be moved.”

7 LORD, by Your favor You have
made my mountain stand
strong;

You hid Your face, and I was
troubled.

8 I cried out to You, O LORD;
And to the LORD I made

supplication:
9“What profit is there in my blood,

When I go down to the pit?
Will the kdust praise You?
Will it declare Your truth?

10 Hear, O LORD, and have mercy
on me;

LORD, be my helper!”
11 lYou have turned for me my

mourning into dancing;
You have put off my sackcloth

and clothed me with
gladness,

12 To the end that my glory may
sing praise to You and not
be silent.

O LORD my God, I will give
thanks to You forever.

A plea for God’s protection

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

31IN You, O LORD, I put my
mtrust;

Let me never be ashamed;
Deliver me in Your

righteousness.
2 Bow down Your ear to me,

Deliver me speedily;
*30:3 Following Qere and Targum; Kethib,
Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read from those who
descend to the pit. *30:4 Or His holiness

Lebanon: the area along the Mediterranean Sea
known for its mountains and forests of cedar trees.

30:5 for a night. Literally in the evening. joy. Literally
singing.

30:12 my glory. That is, my tongue, or my soul. Ps.
16:9; 57:8.

Wilderness of Kadesh: The wilderness area where the
Israelites wandered for 40 years. The oasis Kadesh
Barnea is located here.



15 My times are in Your ghand;
Deliver me from the hand of

my enemies,
And from those who persecute

me.
16 Make Your face shine upon

Your servant;
Save me for Your mercies’ sake.

17 Do not let me be ashamed, 
O LORD, for I have called
upon You;

Let the wicked be ashamed;
Let them be silent in the

hgrave.
18 Let the lying lips be put to

silence,
Which speak insolent things

proudly and
contemptuously against the
irighteous.

19 Oh, how great is Your
goodness,

Which You have laid up for
those who jfear You,

Which You have prepared for
those who trust in You

In the presence of the sons of
men!

20 You shall khide them in the
secret place of Your
presence

From the plots of man;
You shall keep them secretly in

a pavilion
From the strife of tongues.

21 Blessed be the LORD,
For He has shown me His

marvelous kindness in a
strong city!

22 For I said in my haste,
“I am cut off from before Your

eyes”;
Nevertheless You heard the

voice of my supplications
When I cried out to You.

23 Oh, love the LORD, all you His
saints!

For the LORD preserves the
faithful,

And fully repays the proud
person.

24 Be of good courage,
And He shall strengthen your

heart,
All you who hope in the LORD.

Be my rock of refuge,
A fortress of defense to save me.

3 For You are my rock and my
fortress;

Therefore, for Your name’s sake,
Lead me and guide me.

4 Pull me out of the net which
they have asecretly laid for
me,

For You are my strength.
5 b Into Your hand I commit my

spirit;
You have redeemed me, 

O LORD God of ctruth.
6 I have hated those who regard

useless idols;
But I trust in the LORD.

7 I will be glad and rejoice in
Your mercy,

For You have considered my
trouble;

You have known my soul in
adversities,

8 And have not shut me up into
the hand of the enemy;

dYou have set my feet in a wide
place.

9 Have mercy on me, O LORD, for
I am in trouble;

My eye wastes away with grief,
Yes, my soul and my body!

10 For my life is spent with grief,
And my years with sighing;
My strength fails because of my

iniquity,
And my bones waste away.

11 I am a reproach among all my
enemies,

But eespecially among my
neighbors,

And am repulsive to my
acquaintances;

Those who see me outside flee
from me.

12 I am forgotten like a dead man,
out of mind;

I am like a broken vessel.
13 For I hear the slander of many;

Fear is on every side;
While they ftake counsel

together against me,
They scheme to take away my

life.
14 But as for me, I trust in You, 

O LORD;
I say, “You are my God.”
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The blessedness of forgiveness

A Psalm of David. A Contemplation.*

32BLESSED is he whose
transgression is forgiven,

Whose sin is covered.
2 Blessed is the man to whom

the LORD does not aimpute
biniquity,

And in whose spirit there is
cno deceit.

3 When I kept silent, my bones
grew old

Through my groaning all the
day long.

4 For day and night Your hand
was heavy upon me;

My vitality was turned into the
drought of summer. Selah.

5 I acknowledged my sin to You,
And my iniquity I have not

hidden.
I said, “I will dconfess my

transgressions to the LORD,”
And You eforgave the iniquity

of my sin. Selah.
6 For this cause everyone who is

godly shall pray to You
In a time when You may be

found;
Surely in a flood of great waters
They shall not come near him.

7 You are my hiding place;
You shall preserve me from

trouble;
You shall surround me with

songs of deliverance. Selah.
8 I will instruct you and teach you

in the way you should go;
I will guide you with My eye.

9 Do not be like the fhorse or
like the mule,

Which have no understanding,
Which must be harnessed with

bit and bridle,
Else they will not come near you.

10 Many sorrows shall be to the
wicked;

But he who gtrusts in the LORD,
mercy shall surround him.
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11 Be glad in the LORD and rejoice,

you righteous;
And shout for joy, all you

upright in heart!

A psalm of joy

33 hREJOICE in the LORD,
O you righteous!

For praise from the upright is
beautiful.

2 Praise the LORD with the harp;
Make melody to Him with an

instrument of ten strings.
3 Sing to Him a new song;

Play skillfully with a shout of
joy.

4 For the word of the LORD is
right,

And all His work is done in
truth.

5 He loves righteousness and
i justice;

The earth is full of the
goodness of the LORD.

6 jBy the word of the LORD the
heavens were made,

And all the khost of them by
the lbreath of His mouth.

7 He mgathers the waters of the
sea together as a heap;*

He lays up the deep in
storehouses.

8 Let all the earth nfear the LORD;
Let all the inhabitants of the

world stand in awe of Him.
9 For He ospoke, and it was done;

He commanded, and it stood
fast.

10 The LORD brings the counsel of
the nations to pnothing;

He makes the plans of the
peoples of no effect.

11 The counsel of the LORD stands
forever,

The plans of His heart to all
generations.

12 Blessed is the nation whose
God is the LORD,

*32:title Hebrew Maschil *33:7 Septuagint,
Targum, and Vulgate read in a vessel.

32:Title Contemplation. Or Instruction.
33:2 Make melody. Music is a vital factor in the wor-

ship in both the OT and NT. The new song of praise and
joy which God puts in the mouths of His people (Ps. 40:3)
is Spirit-born (Eph. 5:18–19). Music also expresses confes-

sion (e.g. Ps. 32; 51) and comfort in sorrow (e.g. Ps. 27).
For the music of public praise, Scripture stresses a high
standard of skill (1 Chr.15:22; compare 15:16—16:43;
25:1–7). See also note on Musical Instruments, next page.



21 For our heart shall rejoice in
Him,

Because we have gtrusted in
His holy name.

22 Let Your mercy, O LORD, be
upon us,

Just as we hope in You.

The LORD delivers His own

A Psalm of David when he pretended madness
before Abimelech, who drove him away, and

he departed.

34I WILL bless the LORD at all
htimes;

His praise shall continually be
in my mouth.

2 My soul shall make its iboast in
the LORD;

The humble shall hear of it and
be glad.

3 Oh, magnify the LORD with me,
And let us exalt His name

together.
4 I jsought the LORD, and He

heard me,
And delivered me from all my

fears.
5 They looked to Him and were

radiant,
And their faces were not

ashamed.

The people He has achosen as
His own inheritance.

13 The LORD looks from heaven;
He sees all the sons of men.

14 From the place of His dwelling
He looks

On all the inhabitants of the
earth;

15 He fashions their hearts
individually;

He bconsiders all their works.
16 No king is saved by the

multitude of an army;
A mighty man is cnot delivered

by great strength.
17 A dhorse is a vain hope for

safety;
Neither shall it deliver any by

its great strength.
18 Behold, the eye of the LORD is

on those who efear Him,
On those who hope in His

mercy,
19 To fdeliver their soul from

death,
And to keep them alive in

famine.
20 Our soul waits for the LORD;

He is our help and our shield.
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33:2 MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

Musical instruments are among the earliest recorded human inventions (Genesis 4:21). In Scripture their use seems to
be confined to religious worship and social celebrations, except that the sound of the trumpet served as a call to bat-
tle. The earliest instruments were the harp, cymbals, and pipe. From these all others were developed. Exact names are
uncertain. Many are named in Psalm 150.

Percussion instruments
Bells Exodus 28:33; Zechariah 14:20
Cymbals 1 Chronicles 15:16,28; 2 Samuel 6:5; Ezra 3:10
Timbrel Genesis 31:27; Exodus 15:20; Psalm 150:4
Tambourine 1 Samuel 18:6; 2 Samuel 6:5; Jeremiah 31:4
Sistrum 2 Samuel 6:5

Stringed instruments
Harp Genesis 4:21; 31:27; 2 Samuel 6:5; Daniel 3:5,10,15
Lyre Daniel 3:5,10,15
Stringed instruments 2 Samuel 6:5; 1 Chronicles 25:1; Nehemiah 12:27

Wind instruments
Flute Genesis 4:21; 1 Kings 1:40; Daniel 3:5,10,15; Isaiah 5:12
Horn 1 Chronicles 15:28; Daniel 3:5,10,15
Lute Psalm 92:3; Psalm 150:3.
Trumpet Exodus 19:13; Joshua 6:4; Judges 7:16; 1 Chronicles 16:6; Ezra 3:10



6 This poor man cried out, and
the LORD heard him,

And saved him out of all his
troubles.

7 The aangel of the LORD
bencamps all around those
who fear Him,

And delivers them.
8 Oh, ctaste and see that the

LORD is good;
Blessed is the man who dtrusts

in Him!
9 Oh, efear the LORD, you His

saints!
There is no want to those who

efear Him.
10 The young lions lack and suffer

hunger;
But those who seek the LORD

shall not lack any good
thing.

11 Come, you children, listen to
me;

I will teach you the ffear of the
LORD.

12 Who is the man who gdesires
life,

And loves many days, that he
may see good?

13 Keep your tongue from evil,
And your lips from speaking

hdeceit.
14 Depart from evil and do good;

Seek ipeace and pursue it.
15 The eyes of the LORD are on the

righteous,
And His ears are open to their

cry.
16 The face of the LORD is against

those who do evil,
To cut off the remembrance of

them from the earth.
17 The righteous cry out, and the

LORD hears,
And delivers them out of all

their troubles.
18 The LORD is near to those who

have a jbroken heart,
And saves such as have a

contrite spirit.
19 Many are the kafflictions of the

righteous,
But the LORD delivers him out

of them all.
20 He lguards all his bones;
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Not one of them is broken.

21 Evil shall slay the wicked,
And those who hate the

righteous shall be
condemned.

22 The LORD mredeems the soul of
His servants,

And none of those who trust in
Him shall be condemned.

David’s prayer against his enemies

A Psalm of David.

35PLEAD my cause, O LORD,
with those who strive with
me;

nFight against those who fight
against me.

2 oTake hold of shield and buckler,
And stand up for my help.

3 Also draw out the spear,
And stop those who pursue me.
Say to my soul,

“I am your salvation.”
4 pLet those be put to shame and

brought to dishonor
Who seek after my life;
Let those be qturned back and

brought to confusion
Who plot my hurt.

5 Let them be like chaff before
the wind,

And let the rangel of the LORD
chase them.

6 Let their way be dark and
slippery,

And let the sangel of the LORD
pursue them.

7 For without cause they have
hidden their net for me in
a pit,

Which they have dug without
cause for my life.

8 Let tdestruction come upon
him unexpectedly,

And let his net that he has
hidden catch himself;

Into that very destruction let
him fall.

9 And my soul shall be joyful in
the LORD;

It shall rejoice in His salvation.
10 uAll my bones shall say,

“LORD, vwho is like You,
Delivering the poor from him

who is too strong for him,



22 This You have seen, O LORD;
Do not keep silence.
O Lord, do not be far from me.

23 Stir up Yourself, and awake to
my hvindication,

To my cause, my God and my
Lord.

24 Vindicate me, O LORD my God,
according to Your
righteousness;

And let them not rejoice over
me.

25 Let them not say in their hearts,
“Ah, so we would have it!”

Let them not say, “We have
swallowed him up.”

26 Let them be ashamed and
brought to mutual confusion

Who rejoice at my hurt;
Let them be clothed with

shame and dishonor
Who exalt themselves against

me.
27 iLet them shout for joy and be

glad,
Who favor my righteous cause;
And let them say continually,

“Let the LORD be magnified,
Who has pleasure in the

prosperity of His servant.”
28 And my tongue shall speak of

Your righteousness
And of Your praise all the day

long.

The wicked in contrast to God’s mercy

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David the
servant of the LORD.

36AN oracle within my heart
concerning the
transgression of the wicked:

There is jno fear of God before
his eyes.

2 For he flatters himself in his
own eyes,

When he finds out his iniquity
and when he hates.

3 The words of his mouth are
wickedness and deceit;

He has ceased to be wise and
to do good.

4 He devises wickedness on his
kbed;

Yes, the poor and the needy
from him who plunders
him?”

11 Fierce witnesses rise up;
They ask me things that I do

not know.
12 They reward me evil for good,

To the sorrow of my soul.
13 But as for me, awhen they were

sick,
My clothing was sackcloth;
I humbled myself with fasting;
And my prayer would breturn

to my own heart.
14 I paced about as though he

were my friend or brother;
I bowed down heavily, as one

who mourns for his mother.
15 But in my adversity they

rejoiced
And gathered together;

cAttackers gathered against me,
And I did not know it;
They tore at me and did not

cease;
16 With ungodly mockers at feasts

They gnashed at me with their
teeth.

17 Lord, how long will You dlook
on?

Rescue me from their
destructions,

My eprecious life from the
lions.

18 I will give You thanks in the
great assembly;

I will praise You among many
people.

19 fLet them not rejoice over me
who are wrongfully my
enemies;

Nor let them gwink with the
eye who hate me without a
cause.

20 For they do not speak peace,
But they devise deceitful

matters
Against the quiet ones in the

land.
21 They also opened their mouth

wide against me,
And said, “Aha, aha!
Our eyes have seen it.”
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35:11 Fierce witnesses. Literally Witnesses of wrong.
35:14 paced. Literally walked.

35:16 mockers. These were paid jesters who were
hired to amuse the guests at a banquet.



He sets himself in a way that is
not good;

He does not abhor aevil.
5 Your mercy, O LORD, is in the

heavens;
Your faithfulness reaches to the

clouds.
6 Your righteousness is like the

great mountains;
Your judgments are a great

bdeep;
O LORD, You preserve man and

beast.
7 How precious is Your

lovingkindness, O God!
Therefore the children of men

put their ctrust under the
shadow of Your wings.

8 They are abundantly satisfied
with the fullness of Your
house,

And You give them drink from
the driver of Your pleasures.

9 For with You is the efountain of
life;

In Your light we see light.
10 Oh, continue Your

lovingkindness to those
who know You,

And Your righteousness to the
upright in heart.

11 Let not the foot of pride come
against me,

And let not the hand of the
wicked drive me away.

12 There the workers of iniquity
have fallen;

They have been cast down and
are not able to rise.

Trust in the LORD

A Psalm of David.

37DO fnot fret because of
evildoers,

Nor be envious of the workers
of iniquity.

2 For they shall soon be cut down
like the grass,

And wither as the green herb.
3 gTrust in the LORD, and do good;
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PSALMS 36:5—37:15 767
Dwell in the land, and feed on

His faithfulness.
4 hDelight yourself also in the LORD,

And He shall give you the
desires of your iheart.

5 Commit your way to the LORD,
Trust also in Him,
And He shall bring it to pass.

6 He shall bring forth your
righteousness as the light,

And your j justice as the
noonday.

7 Rest in the LORD, and wait
patiently for Him;

kDo not fret because of him who
lprospers in his way,

Because of the man who brings
wicked schemes to pass.

8mCease from anger, and forsake
wrath;

Do not fret—it only causes
harm.

9 For evildoers shall be cut off;
But those who wait on the LORD,
They shall inherit the earth.

10 For nyet a little while and the
wicked shall be no more;

Indeed, you will look carefully
for his place,

But it shall be no more.
11 But the omeek shall inherit the

earth,
And shall delight themselves in

the abundance of peace.
12 The wicked plots against the

just,
And gnashes at him with his

teeth.
13 The Lord plaughs at him,

For He sees that his day is
coming.

14 The wicked have drawn the
sword

And have bent their bow,
To cast down the poor and

needy,
To slay those who are of

upright conduct.
15 qTheir sword shall enter their

own heart,
And their bows shall be

broken.

36:8 satisfied. Literally watered. Ps. 65:4.
36:10 continue. Literally draw out at length.
37:5 Commit your way to the LORD. Literally roll your

way upon the LORD.
37:7 Rest in the LORD. Literally Be silent to the LORD.

Ps. 62:1.



29 The righteous shall inherit the
land,

And dwell in it forever.
30 The mouth of the righteous

speaks wisdom,
And his tongue talks of justice.

31 The dlaw of his God is in his
heart;

None of his steps shall slide.
32 The wicked watches the

righteous,
And seeks to slay him.

33 The LORD will not leave him in
his hand,

Nor condemn him when he is
judged.

34 Wait on the LORD,
And keep His way,
And He shall exalt you to

inherit the land;
When the wicked are cut off,

you shall see it.
35 I have seen the wicked in great

power,
And spreading himself like a

native green tree.
36 Yet he passed away,* and

behold, he was no more;
Indeed I sought him, but he

could not be found.
37 Mark the eblameless man, and

observe the upright;
For the future of that man is

peace.
38 But the transgressors shall be

destroyed together;
The future of the wicked shall

be cut off.
39 But the salvation of the

righteous is from the LORD;
He is their strength in the time

of trouble.
40 And the LORD shall help them

and deliver them;
He shall deliver them from the

wicked,
And save them,
Because they ftrust in Him.

16 A alittle that a righteous man
has

Is better than the riches of
many wicked.

17 For the arms of the wicked
shall be broken,

But the LORD upholds the
righteous.

18 The LORD knows the days of the
upright,

And their inheritance shall be
forever.

19 They shall not be ashamed in
the evil time,

And in the days of famine they
shall be satisfied.

20 But the wicked shall perish;
And the enemies of the LORD,
Like the splendor of the

meadows, shall vanish.
Into smoke they shall vanish

away.
21 The wicked borrows and does

not repay,
But the righteous shows mercy

and gives.
22 For those blessed by Him shall

inherit the earth,
But those cursed by Him shall

be cut off.
23 The steps of a good man are

ordered by the LORD,
And He delights in his way.

24 Though he fall, he shall not be
utterly cast bdown;

For the LORD upholds him with
His hand.

25 I have been young, and now am
old;

Yet I have not seen the
righteous forsaken,

Nor his descendants begging
bread.

26 He is ever merciful, and lends;
And his descendants are

blessed.
27 Depart from evil, and do good;

And dwell forevermore.
28 For the LORD loves c justice,

And does not forsake His saints;
They are preserved forever,
But the descendants of the

wicked shall be cut off.

37:31

d Law (of Moses):
v. 31; Ps. 40:8.
(Ex. 19:1; Gal.
3:24, note)

37:37

e See Phil. 3:12,
note

37:40

f See Ps. 2:12,
note

37:16

a Prov. 15:16;
16:8; 1 Tim. 6:6

37:24

b Prov. 24:16

37:28

c Ps. 33:5
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*37:36 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and
Targum; Syriac and Vulgate read I passed by.

37:20 the splendor of the meadows. Literally the preciousness of lambs.



Godly sorrow for sin

A Psalm of David. To bring to remembrance.

38O LORD, do not arebuke me
in Your wrath,

Nor chasten me in Your hot
displeasure!

2 For Your arrows pierce me
deeply,

And Your hand presses me
down.

3 There is no soundness in my
flesh

Because of Your anger,
Nor any health in my bones
Because of my sin.

4 For my iniquities have gone
over my head;

Like a heavy burden they are
too heavy for me.

5 My wounds are foul and
festering

Because of my foolishness.
6 I am troubled, I am bowed

down greatly;
I go mourning all the day long.

7 For my loins are full of
inflammation,

And there is no soundness in
my flesh.

8 I am feeble and severely broken;
I groan because of the turmoil

of my heart.
9 Lord, all my desire is before You;

And my sighing is not hidden
from You.

10 My heart pants, my strength
fails me;

As for the light of my eyes, it
also has gone from me.

11 My loved ones and my friends
bstand aloof from my
plague,

And my relatives stand afar off.
12 Those also who seek my life lay

snares for me;
Those who seek my hurt cspeak

of destruction,
And plan deception all the day

long.
13 But I, like a deaf man, do not

hear;
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f 2 Cor. 7:9-10
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39:1

i James 3:5-12
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And I am like a mute who does

not open his mouth.
14 Thus I am like a man who does

not hear,
And in whose mouth is no

response.
15 For in You, O LORD, I hope;

You will hear, O Lord my God.
16 For I said, “Hear me, lest they

rejoice over me,
Lest, when my foot slips, they

exalt themselves against
me.”

17 dFor I am ready to fall,
And my sorrow is continually

before me.
18 For I will edeclare my iniquity;

I will be in fanguish over my
sin.

19 But my enemies are vigorous,
and they are strong;

And those who hate me
wrongfully have multiplied.

20 Those also who render evil for
good,

They are my adversaries,
gbecause I follow what is
good.

21 Do not forsake me, O LORD;
O my God, hbe not far from me!

22 Make haste to help me,
O Lord, my salvation!

The frailty of man

To the Chief Musician. To Jeduthun. A Psalm
of David.

39I SAID, “I will guard my
ways,

Lest I sin with my itongue;
I will restrain my mouth with a

muzzle,
While the wicked are before

me.”
2 I was mute with silence,

I held my peace even from
good;

And my sorrow was stirred up.
3 My heart was hot within me;

While I was musing, the jfire
burned.

Then I spoke with my tongue:

38:15 hear. Or answer.
39:Title Jeduthun. A Levite, chief singer and instructor.

See 1 Chr. 9:16; 16:38,41,42; 25:1,3,6; 2 Chr. 5:12; 35:15;

Neh. 11:17. He is mentioned in the inscriptions of Ps. 39;
62; 77.



God’s song in our mouths

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

40I WAITED patiently for the
LORD;

And He inclined to me,
And heard my cry.

2 He also brought me up out of a
horrible pit,

Out of the miry clay,
And set my feet upon a rock,
And established my steps.

3 He has put a new song in my
mouth—

Praise to our God;
Many will see it and gfear,
And will trust in the LORD.

4 Blessed is that man who makes
the LORD his htrust,

And does not respect the
proud, nor such as turn
aside to lies.

5 Many, O LORD my God, are
Your wonderful works

Which You have done;
And Your thoughts toward us
Cannot be recounted to You in

order;
If I would declare and speak of

them,
They are more than can be

numbered.
6 iSacrifice and offering You did

not desire;
My ears You have jopened.
Burnt offering and sin offering

You did not require.
7 Then I said, “Behold, I come;

In the scroll of the book it is
written of me.

8 I delight to do Your kwill, O my
God,

And lYour law is within my
heart.”

9 I have proclaimed the good
news of righteousness

In the great assembly;
Indeed, I do not restrain my lips,
O LORD, You Yourself know.

4“LORD, amake me to know my
end,

And what is the measure of my
days,

That I may know how frail I
am.

5 Indeed, You have made my
days as handbreadths,

And my age is as nothing
before You;

Certainly every man at his best
state is but bvapor. Selah.

6 Surely every man walks about
like a shadow;

Surely they busy themselves in
vain;

He heaps up riches,
And does not know cwho will

gather them.
7“And now, Lord, what do I wait

for?
My dhope is in You.

8 Deliver me from all my
transgressions;

Do not make me the reproach
of the foolish.

9 I was mute, I did not open my
mouth,

Because it was You who did it.
10 eRemove Your plague from me;

I am consumed by the blow of
Your hand.

11 When with rebukes You correct
man for iniquity,

You make his beauty melt away
like a moth;

Surely every man is vapor. 
Selah.

12“Hear my prayer, O LORD,
And give ear to my cry;
Do not be silent at my tears;

fFor I am a stranger with You,
A sojourner, as all my fathers

were.
13 Remove Your gaze from me,

that I may regain strength,
Before I go away and am no

more.”
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note
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c Cp. Luke 12:20
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d Ps. 38:15
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39:4 how frail I am. Or what time I have here.
39:6 a shadow. Literally an image. Compare 1 Cor.

7:31; James 4:14.
40:1 The 40th Psalm speaks of Messiah, the LORD’s Ser-

vant obedient to the point of death. The Psalm begins with
the joy of Christ in resurrection (vv. 1–2). He has been in
the horrible pit of the grave but has been brought up.

Verses 3–5 are His resurrection testimony, His “new song.”
Verses 6–8 are retrospective. When sacrifice and offering
had become abominable because of the wickedness of the
people (Is. 1:10–15), then the obedient Servant came to
make the pure offering (vv. 7–17; Heb. 10:5–17). See Ps.
41, next in order of the Messianic Psalms.

40:2 a horrible pit. Literally a pit of noise.



10 I have not hidden Your
righteousness within my
heart;

I have adeclared Your
faithfulness and Your
salvation;

I have not concealed Your
lovingkindness and Your
truth

From the great assembly.
11 Do not withhold Your tender

mercies from me, O LORD;
Let Your lovingkindness and

Your truth continually
preserve me.

12 For innumerable evils have
surrounded me;

My iniquities have overtaken
me, so that I am not able to
look up;

They are more than the hairs of
my head;

Therefore my heart fails me.
13 bBe pleased, O LORD, to deliver

me;
O LORD, make haste to help me!

14 Let them be ashamed and
brought to mutual confusion

Who seek to destroy my life;
Let them be driven backward

and brought to dishonor
Who wish me evil.

15 Let them be confounded
because of their shame,

Who say to me, “Aha, aha!”
16 Let all those who seek You

rejoice and be glad in You;
Let such as love Your salvation

say continually,
“The LORD be magnified!”

17 But I am poor and needy;
cYet the LORD thinks upon me.
You are my help and my

deliverer;
dDo not delay, O my God.

Help for the charitable

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

41BLESSED is he who
considers the poor;

The LORD will deliver him in
time of trouble.

41:4

e Ps. 6:2; 147:3;
cp. 2 Chr. 30:20

41:9

f Ps. 55:12-14;
Matt. 26:14-
16,21-25,47-50;
John 13:18,21-
30; Acts 1:16-17

g See Ps. 2:12,
note

41:12

h Job 36:7; Ps.
21:6; 34:15

41:13

i Ps. 106:48

40:10

a Cp. Acts
20:20,27

40:13

b vv. 13-17; cp.
Ps. 70:1-5

40:17

c 1 Pet. 5:7

d Ps. 70:5
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2 The LORD will preserve him and

keep him alive,
And he will be blessed on the

earth;
You will not deliver him to the

will of his enemies.
3 The LORD will strengthen him

on his bed of illness;
You will sustain him on his

sickbed.
4 I said, “LORD, be merciful to

me;
eHeal my soul, for I have sinned

against You.”
5 My enemies speak evil of me:
“When will he die, and his

name perish?”
6 And if he comes to see me, he

speaks lies;
His heart gathers iniquity to

itself;
When he goes out, he tells it.

7 All who hate me whisper
together against me;

Against me they devise my
hurt.

8“Anevil disease,” they say,
“clings to him.

And now that he lies down, he
will rise up no more.”

9 Even fmy own familiar friend in
whom I gtrusted,

Who ate my bread,
Has lifted up his heel against

me.
10 But You, O LORD, be merciful to

me, and raise me up,
That I may repay them.

11 By this I know that You are
well pleased with me,

Because my enemy does not
triumph over me.

12 As for me, You uphold me in
my integrity,

And hset me before Your face
forever.

13 iBlessed be the LORD God of
Israel

From everlasting to everlasting!
Amen and Amen.

41:1 poor. Literally the weak or sick. Prov. 14:21.
41:8 An evil disease. Literally A thing of Belial.
41:9 Here is a reference to the betrayal of the Son of

man, as Jesus Himself taught (John 13:18–19). See Ps. 45,
next in order of the Messianic Psalms.



And in the hnight His song
shall be with me—

A prayer to the God of my life.
9 I will say to God my Rock,
“Why have You forgotten me?

Why do I go mourning because
of the oppression of the
enemy?”

10 As with a breaking of my bones,
My enemies reproach me,
While they say to me all day

long,
“Where i is your God?”

11 jWhy are you cast down, O my
soul?

And why are you disquieted
within me?

Hope in God;
For I shall yet praise Him,
The help of my countenance

and my God.

Hope in God

43VINDICATE me, O God,
And plead my cause against 
an ungodly nation;

Oh, deliver me from the
deceitful and unjust man!

2 For You are the God of my
strength;

Why do You cast me off?
Why do I go mourning because

of the oppression of the
enemy?

3 Oh, send out Your light and
Your truth!

Let them lead me;
Let them bring me to Your holy

hill
And to Your tabernacle.

Book II, Psalms 42—72

Longing for God

To the Chief Musician. A Contemplation* of
the sons of Korah.

42AS the deer pants for the
water brooks,

So pants my soul for You, 
O God.

2 aMy soul thirsts for God, for the
bliving God.

When shall I come and cappear
before God?*

3 My dtears have been my food
day and night,

While they continually say to
me,

“Where e is your God?”
4 When I remember these things,

I pour out my soul within me.
For I used to go with the

multitude;
I went with them to the house

of God,
With the voice of joy and

praise,
With a multitude that kept a

pilgrim feast.
5 Why are you cast down, O my

soul?
And why are you disquieted

within me?
fHope in God, for I shall yet

praise Him
For the help of His

countenance.*

6 O my God,* my soul is cast
down within me;

Therefore I will remember You
from the land of the Jordan,

And from the heights of
Hermon,

From the Hill Mizar.
7 Deep calls unto deep at the

noise of Your waterfalls;
All Your waves and billows

have gone over me.
8 The LORD will gcommand His

lovingkindness in the
daytime,

42:8

h Job 35:10; Ps.
149:5

42:10

i v. 3; Joel 2:17;
Mic. 7:10

42:11

j v. 5; Ps. 43:5

42:2

a Ps. 63:1; 84:2;
cp. John 7:37

b 1 Thess. 1:9

c Cp. Ex. 23:17

42:3

d Ps. 80:5; 102:9

e v. 10; Ps. 79:10;
115:2

42:5

f Lam. 3:24

42:8

g Deut. 28:8; cp.
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772 PSALMS 42:1—43:3

*42:title Hebrew Maschil *42:2 Following
Masoretic Text and Vulgate; some Hebrew
manuscripts, Septuagint, Syriac, and Targum read I
see the face of God. *42:5 Following Masoretic
Text and Targum; a few Hebrew manuscripts,
Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read The help of my
countenance, my God. *42:6 Following
Masoretic Text and Targum; a few Hebrew
manuscripts, Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate put my
God at the end of verse 5.

42:Title Contemplation. Or Instruction.
42:5 cast down. Literally bowed down. praise. Or

give thanks.
42:6 Mizar. Or the little mountain. Ps. 133:3.

Jordan: flowing down. The river that runs from north
of the Sea of Galilee to the Dead Sea and is central to
the history of Israel.

Hermon: a range of mountains whose snowmelt sup-
plies the water for the Jordan River. In the OT it was
used as a high place for Baal worship; in the NT it
was the probable sight of Christ’s transfiguration.



4 Then I will go to the altar of
God,

To God my exceeding joy;
And on the harp I will praise

You,
O God, my God.

5 aWhy are you cast down, O my
soul?

And why are you disquieted
within me?

Hope in God;
For I shall yet praise Him,
The help of my countenance

and my God.

A prayer for the distressed

To the Chief Musician. A Contemplation* of
the sons of Korah.

44WE have heard with our
ears, O God,

Our bfathers have told us,
The deeds You did in their days,
In days of old:

2 You drove out the nations with
Your hand,

But them You planted;
You afflicted the peoples, and

cast them out.
3 cFor they did not gain

possession of the land by
their own sword,

Nor did their own arm save
them;

But it was Your right hand,
Your arm, and the light of
Your countenance,

dBecause You favored them.
4 You are my King, O God;*

Command* victories for Jacob.
5 Through You ewe will push

down our enemies;
Through Your name we will

trample those who rise up
against us.

6 For I will not ftrust in my bow,
Nor shall my sword save me.

7 But You have saved us from our
enemies,

And have put to shame those
who hated us.

8 g In God we boast all day long,
And praise Your name forever. 

Selah.
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9 But You have hcast us off and

put us to shame,
And You do not go out with our

armies.
10 You make us iturn back from

the enemy,
And those who hate us have

taken spoil for themselves.
11 jYou have given us up like sheep

intended for food,
And have kscattered us among

the nations.
12 You sell Your people for next to

nothing,
And are not enriched by selling

them.
13 You make us a lreproach to our

neighbors,
A scorn and a derision to those

all around us.
14 You make us a byword among

the nations,
A shaking of the head among

the peoples.
15 My dishonor is continually

before me,
And the shame of my face has

covered me,
16 Because of the voice of him who

reproaches and reviles,
Because of the enemy and the

avenger.
17 All this has come upon us;

But we have not forgotten You,
Nor have we dealt falsely with

Your covenant.
18 Our heart has not turned back,

Nor have our steps departed
from Your way;

19 But You have severely broken
us in the place of jackals,

And covered us with the
shadow of death.

20 If we had forgotten the name of
our God,

Or stretched out our hands to a
foreign god,

21mWould not God search this out?
For He knows the secrets of the

heart.
*44:title Hebrew Maschil *44:4 Following
Masoretic Text and Targum; Septuagint and Vulgate
read and my God. * Following Masoretic Text
and Targum; Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read
Who commands.

43:4 exceeding. Literally the gladness of my joy. 44:12 for next to nothing. Literally without riches.



A scepter of righteousness is the
hscepter of Your kingdom.

7 You love righteousness and
hate wickedness;

Therefore God, Your God, has
ianointed You

With the oil of jgladness more
than Your companions.

8 All Your garments are kscented
with myrrh and aloes and
cassia,

Out of the ivory palaces, by
which they have made You
glad.

9 lKings’ daughters are among
Your honorable women;

At Your mright hand stands the
queen in gold from Ophir.

10 Listen, O daughter,
Consider and incline your ear;

nForget your own people also,
and your father’s house;

11 So the King will greatly desire
your beauty;

oBecause He is your Lord,
worship Him.

12 And the daughter of Tyre will
come with a gift;

The rich among the people will
seek your favor.

13 The royal pdaughter is all
glorious within the palace;

Her clothing is woven with
gold.

14 qShe shall be brought to the King
in robes of many colors;

The virgins, her companions
who follow her, shall be
brought to You.

15 With gladness and rejoicing
they shall be brought;

They shall enter the King’s
palace.

16 Instead of Your fathers shall be
Your sons,

Whom You shall make princes
in all the earth.

22 Yet afor Your sake we are killed
all day long;

We are accounted as sheep for
the slaughter.

23 Awake! Why do You sleep, 
O Lord?

Arise! Do not cast us off forever.
24 Why do You hide Your face,

And forget our affliction and
our oppression?

25 For our bsoul is bowed down to
the dust;

Our body clings to the ground.
26 Arise for our help,

And credeem us for Your
mercies’ sake.

The King and His beauty

To the Chief Musician. Set to “The Lilies.”*

A Contemplation* of the sons of Korah. 
A Song of Love.

45MY heart is overflowing
with a good theme;

I recite my composition
concerning the King;

My tongue is the pen of a ready
writer.

2 You are fairer than the sons of
men;

dGrace is poured upon Your lips;
Therefore God has blessed You

forever.
3 Gird Your sword upon Your

thigh, O eMighty One,
With Your fglory and Your

majesty.
4 And in Your majesty ride

prosperously because of
truth, humility, and
righteousness;

And Your right hand shall teach
You awesome things.

5 Your arrows are sharp in the
heart of the King’s
enemies;

The peoples fall under You.
6 gYour throne, O God, is forever

and ever;
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*45:title Hebrew Shoshannim * Hebrew
Maschil

45:1 This great Psalm of the King, with Ps. 46—47, obvi-
ously looks forward to His advent in glory. The reference in
Heb. 1:8–9 is not so much to the anointing as an event (Matt.
3:16–17), as to the permanent state of the King (compare Is.
11:1–2). The divisions are: (1) the supreme beauty of the
King (vv. 1–2); (2) the coming of the King in glory (vv. 3–5;
compare Rev. 19:11–21); (3) the Deity of the King and the

character of His reign (vv. 6–7; Is. 11:1–5; Heb. 1:8–9); (4) as
associated with Him in earthly rule, the bride is presented
(vv. 9–13); (5) the virgin companions of the bride, who
would seem to be the Jewish remnant (see Rom. 11:5, note;
Rev. 14:1–4), are next seen (vv. 14–15); and (6) the Psalm
closes with a reference to the earthly fame of the King (vv.
16–17). See Ps. 68, next in order of the Messianic Psalms.



17 a I will make Your name to be
remembered in all
generations;

Therefore the people shall
praise You forever and ever.

God our refuge and strength

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of the sons of
Korah. A Song for Alamoth.

46GOD is our brefuge and
strength,

A very present chelp in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear,

Even though the earth be
removed,

And though the mountains be
carried into the midst of
the sea;

3 Though its waters roar and be
troubled,

Though the mountains shake
with its swelling. Selah.

4 There is a driver whose streams
shall make glad the ecity of
God,

The holy place of the tabernacle
of the Most High.

5 God is fin the midst of her, she
shall not be moved;

God shall help her, just at the
break of dawn.

6 The nations raged, the
kingdoms were moved;

He uttered His voice, the earth
melted.

7 The gLORD of hosts is with us;
The God of Jacob is our refuge. 

Selah.
8 Come, behold the works of the

LORD,
Who has made desolations in

the earth.
9 He hmakes wars cease to the

end of the earth;
He ibreaks the bow and cuts

the spear in two;
He jburns the chariot in the fire.

10 Be still, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the

nations,
I will be exalted in the earth!
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11 The kLORD of hosts is with us;

The God of Jacob is our refuge. 
Selah.

God the Sovereign

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of the sons 
of Korah.

47OH, clap your hands, all you
peoples!

Shout to God with the voice of
triumph!

2 For the LORD Most High l is
awesome;

He is a great mKing over all the
earth.

3 He will nsubdue the peoples
under us,

And the nations under our feet.
4 He will choose our oinheritance

for us,
The excellence of Jacob whom

He loves. Selah.
5 pGod has gone up with a shout,

The LORD with the sound of a
trumpet.

6 Sing praises to God, sing praises!
Sing praises to our King, sing

praises!
7 For qGod is the King of all the

earth;
Sing praises with understanding.

8 God reigns over the nations;
God rsits on His sholy throne.

9 The princes of the people have
gathered together,

tThe people of the God of
Abraham.

uFor the shields of the earth
belong to God;

He is greatly exalted.

The beauty of Zion

A Song. A Psalm of the sons of Korah.

48GREAT is the LORD, and
greatly to be praised

In the vcity of our God,
In His holy mountain.

2 Beautiful in elevation,
The joy of the whole earth,
Is Mount Zion on the sides of

the north,
The wcity of the great King.

46:Title Alamoth. Soprano, plural of Hebrew almah, a
virgin. Contrast 1 Chr. 15:20.

46:2 midst of the sea. Literally the heart of the seas.

46:7 our refuge. Literally a high place for us. Ps. 9:9.

Mount Zion: the hill on which Jerusalem stood.



Rich and poor together.
3 My mouth shall speak wisdom,

And the meditation of my heart
shall give understanding.

4 I will incline my ear to a
proverb;

I will disclose my dark saying
on the harp.

5 Why should I fear in the days of
evil,

When the iniquity at my heels
surrounds me?

6 Those who trust in their wealth
And boast in the multitude of

their riches,
7 None of them can by any means

hredeem his brother,
Nor give to God a ransom for

him—
8 For the iredemption of their

souls is costly,
And it shall cease forever—

9 That he should continue to live
eternally,

And not see the Pit.
10 For he sees wise men die;

Likewise the fool and the
senseless person perish,

And leave their wealth to
others.

11 Their inner thought is that their
houses will last forever,*

Their dwelling places to all
generations;

They call their lands after their
own names.

12 Nevertheless man, though in
honor, does not remain;*

He is like the beasts that perish.
13 This is the way of those who

are foolish,
And of their posterity who

approve their sayings. 
Selah.

14 Like sheep they are laid in the
jgrave;

Death shall feed on them;

3 God is in her palaces;
He is known as her refuge.

4 For behold, the kings
aassembled,

They passed by together.
5 They saw it, and so they

marveled;
They were troubled, they

hastened away.
6 Fear took hold of them there,

And pain, as of a woman in
birth pangs,

7 As when You break the bships
of Tarshish

With an east wind.
8 As we have heard,

So we have seen
In the ccity of the LORD of hosts,
In the city of our God:
God will destablish it forever. 

Selah.
9 We have thought, O God, on

Your lovingkindness,
In the midst of Your temple.

10 According to Your ename,
O God,

So is Your praise to the ends of
the earth;

Your right hand is full of
righteousness.

11 Let Mount Zion rejoice,
Let the daughters of Judah be

glad,
Because of Your judgments.

12 Walk about Zion,
And go all around her.
Count her towers;

13 Mark well her bulwarks;
Consider her palaces;
That you may ftell it to the

generation following.
14 For this is God,

Our God forever and ever;
gHe will be our guide
Even to death.*

Riches cannot redeem men

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of the sons 
of Korah.

49HEAR this, all peoples;
Give ear, all inhabitants of 
the world,

2 Both low and high,
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and Is. 59:20,
notes

49:8
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and Is. 59:20,
notes

49:14
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Mic. 4:1
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e Mal. 1:11

48:13

f Ps. 78:5-7

48:14
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*48:14 Following Masoretic Text and Syriac;
Septuagint and Vulgate read Forever.
*49:11 Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate
read Their graves shall be their houses forever.
*49:12 Following Masoretic Text and Targum;
Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read understand
(compare verse 20).

49:4 dark saying. That is, riddle.



The upright shall have
adominion over them in
the morning;

And their beauty shall be
consumed in the bgrave, far
from their dwelling.

15 But God will credeem my soul
from the power of the
dgrave,

For He shall ereceive me. Selah.
16 Do not be afraid when one

becomes rich,
When the glory of his house is

increased;
17 For when he dies he shall carry

nothing away;
His glory shall not descend

after him.
18 Though while he lives he

blesses fhimself
(For men will praise you when

you do well for yourself),
19 He shall go to the generation of

his fathers;
They shall never see light.

20 A man who is in honor, yet
does not understand,

Is like the beasts that perish.

God, the mighty Judge

A Psalm of Asaph.

50THE Mighty One, God the
LORD,

Has spoken and called the earth
From the rising of the sun to its

going down.
2 Out of Zion, the perfection of

beauty,
God will shine forth.

3 Our God shall gcome, and shall
not keep silent;

A hfire shall idevour before Him,
And it shall be very

tempestuous all around
Him.

4 He shall jcall to the heavens
from above,

And to the earth, that He may
judge His people:

5“Gather My saints together to
Me,

Those who have made a
covenant with Me by
ksacrifice.”

6 Let the lheavens declare His
righteousness,
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For God Himself is Judge.

Selah.
7“Hear, O My people, and I will

speak,
O Israel, and I will testify

against you;
m I am God, your God!

8 I will not rebuke you for your
sacrifices

Or your burnt offerings,
Which are continually before

Me.
9 I will not ntake a bull from your

house,
Nor goats out of your folds.

10 For every beast of the forest is
Mine,

And the cattle on a thousand
hills.

11 I know all the birds of the
mountains,

And the wild beasts of the field
are Mine.

12“If I were hungry, I would not
tell you;

oFor the world is Mine, and all
its fullness.

13 pWill I eat the flesh of bulls,
Or drink the blood of goats?

14 qOffer to God thanksgiving,
And pay your vows to the Most

High.
15 rCall upon Me in the day of

trouble;
I will deliver you, and you shall

glorify Me.”
16 But to the wicked God says:

“What right have you to declare
My statutes,

Or take My covenant in your
mouth,

17 Seeing you hate instruction
And scast My words behind

you?
18 When you saw a thief, you

tconsented* with him,
And have been a upartaker

with adulterers.
19 You give your mouth to evil,

And your tongue frames deceit.
20 You sit and speak against your

brother;
You slander your own mother’s

son.
*50:18 Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate
read ran.



And done this evil in Your
sight—

That You may be found f just
when You speak,*

And blameless when You judge.
5 gBehold, I was brought forth in

iniquity,
And in sin my mother

conceived me.
6 Behold, You desire truth in the

inward parts,
And in the hidden part You will

make me to know wisdom.
7 hPurge me with hyssop, and I

shall be clean;
Wash me, and I shall be iwhiter

than snow.
8 Make me hear joy and gladness,

That the jbones You have
broken may rejoice.

9 Hide Your face from my sins,
And blot out all my iniquities.

10 kCreate in me a clean heart, 
O God,

And renew a steadfast spirit
within me.

11 Do not cast me away from Your
presence,

And do not take Your Holy
lSpirit from me.

12 Restore to me the joy of Your
salvation,

And uphold me by Your
mgenerous Spirit.

21 These things you have done,
and I kept silent;

aYou thought that I was
altogether like you;

But I will rebuke you,
And bset them in order before

your eyes.
22“Now consider this, you who

forget God,
Lest I ctear you in pieces,
And there be none to deliver:

23 Whoever offers praise glorifies
Me;

And to him who orders his
conduct aright

I will show the salvation of
God.”

A psalm of penitence

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David
when Nathan the prophet went to him, after

he had gone in to dBathsheba.

51HAVE emercy upon me, 
O God,

According to Your
lovingkindness;

According to the multitude of
Your tender mercies,

Blot out my transgressions.
2 Wash me thoroughly from my

iniquity,
And cleanse me from my sin.

3 For I acknowledge my
transgressions,

And my sin is always before me.
4 Against You, You only, have I

sinned,
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g Job 14:4; Ps.
58:3; John 3:6;
Rom. 5:12; Eph.
2:3

51:7

h Heb. 9:19
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l Holy Spirit (OT):
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1:2; Zech.
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m 2 Cor. 3:17
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a Rom. 2:4

b Ps. 90:8

50:22

c vv. 3-4
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d 2 Sam. 11:1-
12:13

51:1
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15:2; Hab. 3:1,
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*51:4 Septuagint, Targum, and Vulgate read in
Your words.

51:1 The 51st Psalm must ever be, in its successive
steps, the mold of the experience of a sinning believer who
comes back to full communion and service. The steps are:
(1) sin thoroughly judged before God (vv. 1–6); (2) forgive-
ness and cleansing through the blood (v. 7); (3) cleansing
(vv. 7–10; compare John 13:4–10; Eph. 5:26; 1 John 1:9);
(4) Spirit-filled for joy and power (vv. 11–12); (5) service (v.
13); (6) worship (vv. 14–17); and (7) the restored believer
in fellowship with God. Personally, it was David’s pathway
to restored communion after his sin with Bathsheba.
Prophetically, it will be the pathway of returning Israel
(Deut. 30:1–10, marg. and notes).

51:11 take Your Holy Spirit from me. No believer of
the present Church Age need ever pray, “Do not take Your
Holy Spirit from me”; for Christ promised His own that the
Spirit would “abide with you forever” (John 14:16; com-
pare Eph. 4:30). But it is always proper for the Christian to
pray that he may be conformed to the conditions essential
to the full ministry of the Spirit.

51:7 HYSSOP

Hyssop is the little shrub (1 Kin. 4:33) with which the
blood and water of purification were applied (Lev.
14:1–7; Num. 19:1–19).

Cleansing in Scripture is twofold: (1) of a sinner from
the guilt of sin—the blood (hyssop) aspect; and (2) of a
saint from the defilement of sin—the water (wash) as-
pect. Under grace the sinner is purged by blood when
he believes (Matt. 26:28; Heb. 1:3; 9:12; 10:14). Both
aspects of cleansing, by blood and by water, are
brought out in John 13:10; Eph. 5:25–26: “He who is
bathed needs only to wash his feet”; “Christ also loved
the church and gave Himself for her [redemption by
blood] that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the
washing of water by the word”: answering to the “wash
me” of v. 7.



13 Then I will ateach transgressors
Your ways,

And sinners shall be converted
to You.

14 Deliver me from the guilt of
bloodshed, O God,

The God of my salvation,
And my tongue shall sing aloud

of Your righteousness.
15 O Lord, open my lips,

And my mouth shall show forth
Your praise.

16 For You do not desire bsacrifice,
or else I would give it;

You do not delight in burnt
offering.

17 The csacrifices of God are a
broken spirit,

A broken and a contrite
heart—

These, O God, You will not
despise.

18 Do good in Your good pleasure
to Zion;

Build the walls of Jerusalem.
19 Then You shall be pleased with

the dsacrifices of
righteousness,

With burnt offering and whole
burnt offering;

Then they shall offer bulls on
Your altar.

Judgment on the deceitful

To the Chief Musician. A Contemplation* of
David when Doeg the Edomite went and told
Saul, and said to him, “David has gone to the

house of eAhimelech.”

52WHY do you boast in evil, 
O mighty man?

The goodness of God endures
continually.

2 Your tongue devises destruction,
Like a sharp razor, working

deceitfully.
3 You love evil more than good,

Lying rather than speaking
righteousness. Selah.

4 You love all devouring words,
You deceitful tongue.

5 God shall likewise destroy you
forever;
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He shall take you away, and

pluck you out of your
dwelling place,

And uproot you from the land
of the living. Selah.

6 The righteous also shall see and
fear,

And shall laugh at him, saying,
7“Here is the man who did not

make God his strength,
But ftrusted in the abundance

of his riches,
And strengthened himself in

his wickedness.”
8 But I am like a green olive tree

in the house of God;
I trust in the mercy of God

forever and ever.
9 I will praise You forever,

Because You have done it;
And in the presence of Your

saints
I will wait on Your name, for it

is good.

A portrait of the godless

To the Chief Musician. Set to “Mahalath.” 
A Contemplation* of David.

53THE gfool has said in his
heart,

“There is no God.”
They are corrupt, and have

done abominable iniquity;
hThere is none who does good.

2 God looks down from heaven
upon the children of men,

To see if there are any who
understand, who iseek God.

3 Every one of them has turned
aside;

They have together become
corrupt;

There is none who does good,
No, not one.

4 Have the workers of iniquity no
knowledge,

Who eat up my people as they
eat bread,

And do not call upon God?
5 jThere they are in great fear

Where no fear was,
*52:title Hebrew Maschil *53:title Hebrew
Maschil

52,53:Title Contemplation. Or Instruction.
52:5 destroy you. Literally beat you down.

53:1 This Psalm is almost identical with Ps. 14.



I am restless in my complaint,
and moan noisily,

3 Because of the voice of the
enemy,

Because of the oppression of
the wicked;

For they bring down trouble
upon me,

And in wrath they hate me.
4 My heart is severely pained

within me,
And the terrors of death have

fallen upon me.
5 Fearfulness and trembling have

come upon me,
And horror has overwhelmed

me.
6 So I said, “Oh, that I had wings

like a dove!
I would fly away and be at rest.

7 Indeed, I would wander far off,
And remain in the wilderness. 

Selah.
8 I would hasten my escape

From the windy storm and
tempest.”

9 Destroy, O Lord, and divide
their tongues,

For I have seen violence and
strife in the city.

10 Day and night they go around it
on its walls;

Iniquity and trouble are also in
the midst of it.

11 Destruction is in its midst;
Oppression and deceit do not

depart from its streets.
12 For it is not an enemy who

reproaches me;
Then I could bear it.
Nor is it one who hates me

who has dexalted himself
against me;

Then I could hide from him.
13 But it was you, a man my equal,

My companion and my
eacquaintance.

For God has scattered the
bones of him who encamps
against you;

You have put them to shame,
Because God has despised

them.
6 aOh, that the salvation of Israel

would come out of Zion!
When God brings back the

captivity of His people,
Let Jacob rejoice and Israel be

glad.

A cry for deliverance

To the Chief Musician. With stringed
instruments.* A Contemplation* of David

when the bZiphites went and said to Saul, “Is
David not hiding with us?”

54SAVE me, O God, by Your
name,

And vindicate me by Your
strength.

2 Hear my prayer, O God;
Give ear to the words of my

mouth.
3 For strangers have risen up

against me,
And oppressors have sought

after my life;
They have not set God before

them. Selah.
4 Behold, God is my helper;

The Lord is with those who
uphold my life.

5 He will repay my enemies for
their evil.

Cut them off in Your truth.
6 I will freely sacrifice to You;

I will praise Your name, 
O LORD, for it is good.

7 For He has delivered me out of
all trouble;

And cmy eye has seen its desire
upon my enemies.

A complaint concerning false friends

To the Chief Musician. With stringed
instruments.* A Contemplation* of David.

55GIVE ear to my prayer, 
O God,

And do not hide Yourself from
my supplication.

2 Attend to me, and hear me;

55:12

d Ps. 35:26; 38:16

55:13

e Ps. 41:9

53:6

a Ps. 14:7

54:Title

b 1 Sam. 23:19
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*54:title Hebrew neginoth * Hebrew Maschil
*55:title Hebrew neginoth * Hebrew Maschil

54,55:Title Contemplation. Or Instruction.
55:5 overwhelmed. Literally covered me.

Jacob: supplanter. The younger son of Isaac and Re-
bekah who tricked his brother Esau into selling him
his birthright. He deceived his father in order to re-
ceive the family blessing. Married Leah and Rachel.
Had twelve sons by his wives and concubines. Also
referred to as Israel.



14 We took sweet counsel together,
And walked to the house of

God in the throng.
15 Let death seize them;

Let them go down aalive into
bhell,

For wickedness is in their
dwellings and among them.

16 As for me, I will call upon God,
And the LORD shall save me.

17 Evening and morning and at
cnoon

I will pray, and cry aloud,
And He shall hear my voice.

18 He has redeemed my soul in
peace from the battle that
was against me,

dFor there were many against me.
19 God will hear, and afflict them,

eEven He who abides from of
old. Selah.

Because they do not change,
Therefore they do not fear God.

20 fHe has put forth his hands
against those who gwere at
peace with him;

He has broken his covenant.
21 hThe words of his mouth were

smoother than butter,
But war was in his heart;
His words were softer than oil,
Yet they were drawn swords.

22 iCast your burden on the LORD,
And He shall sustain you;

jHe shall never permit the
righteous to be moved.

23 But You, O God, shall bring
them down to the pit of
destruction;

Bloodthirsty and deceitful men
shall not live out half their
days;

But I will trust in You.

Reliance on God

To the Chief Musician. Set to “The Silent
Dove in Distant Lands.”* A Michtam of David
when the Philistines captured him in kGath.

56 lBE merciful to me, O God,
for man would swallow me
up;
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Fighting all day he oppresses me.

2 My enemies would hound me
all day,

For there are many who fight
against me, O Most High.

3 Whenever I am afraid,
I will trust in You.

4 In God (I will praise His word),
In God I have put my trust;

m I will not fear.
What can flesh do to me?

5 All day they twist my words;
All their thoughts are against

me for evil.
6 They gather together,

They hide, they mark my steps,
When they lie in wait for my

life.
7 Shall they escape by iniquity?

In anger cast down the peoples,
O God!

8 You number my wanderings;
Put my tears into Your bottle;

nAre they not in Your book?
9 When I cry out to You,

Then my enemies will turn back;
This I know, because oGod is

for me.
10 In God (I will praise His word),

In the LORD (I will praise His
word),

11 In God I have put my trust;
I will not be afraid.
What can man do to me?

12 Vows made to You are binding
upon me, O God;

I will render praises to You,
13 pFor You have delivered my soul

from death.
Have You not kept my feet from

falling,
That I may walk before God
In the qlight of the living?

Trust in God amid troubles

To the Chief Musician. Set to “Do Not
Destroy.”* A Michtam of David when he fled

from Saul into the cave.

57BE merciful to me, O God,
be merciful to me!

*56:title Hebrew Jonath Elem Rechokim
*57:title Hebrew Al Tashcheth

55:20 He has broken. Literally he has profaned.
56:3 trust in. Literally lean on. See Ps. 2:12, note.
56:8 Put my tears into Your bottle. Sometimes, in the

ancient East, mourners would catch their tears in wineskins
and place them at the tombs of their loved ones.



A cry for God’s vengeance

To the Chief Musician. Set to “Do Not
Destroy.”* A Michtam of David.

58DO you indeed speak
righteousness, you silent
ones?

Do you judge uprightly, you
sons of men?

2 No, in heart you work
wickedness;

You weigh out the violence of
your hands in the earth.

3 The wicked are estranged from
the womb;

They go eastray as soon as they
are born, speaking lies.

4 Their poison is like the poison
of a serpent;

They are like the deaf cobra
that stops its ear,

5 Which will not fheed the voice
of charmers,

Charming ever so gskillfully.
6 Break their teeth in their

mouth, O God!
Break out the fangs of the

young lions, O LORD!
7 hLet them flow away as waters

which run continually;
When he bends his bow,
Let his arrows be as if cut in

pieces.
8 Let them be like a snail which

melts away as it goes,
Like a stillborn child of a

woman, that they may not
see the sun.

9 Before your ipots can feel the
burning thorns,

He shall take them away as
with a whirlwind,

As in His living and burning
wrath.

10 The righteous shall jrejoice
when he sees the
kvengeance;

lHe shall wash his feet in the
blood of the mwicked,

11 So that men will say,
“Surely there is a nreward for

the righteous;
Surely He is God who o judges

in the earth.”

For my soul atrusts in You;
And in the bshadow of Your

wings I will make my
refuge,

Until these calamities have
cpassed by.

2 I will cry out to God Most
High,

To God who performs all things
for me.

3 dHe shall send from heaven and
save me;

He reproaches the one who
would swallow me up. 

Selah.
God shall send forth His mercy

and His truth.
4 My soul is among lions;

I lie among the sons of men
Who are set on fire,
Whose teeth are spears and

arrows,
And their tongue a sharp

sword.
5 Be exalted, O God, above the

heavens;
Let Your glory be above all the

earth.
6 They have prepared a net for

my steps;
My soul is bowed down;
They have dug a pit before me;
Into the midst of it they

themselves have fallen.
Selah.

7 My heart is steadfast, O God,
my heart is steadfast;

I will sing and give praise.
8 Awake, my glory!

Awake, lute and harp!
I will awaken the dawn.

9 I will praise You, O Lord,
among the peoples;

I will sing to You among the
nations.

10 For Your mercy reaches unto
the heavens,

And Your truth unto the clouds.
11 Be exalted, O God, above the

heavens;
Let Your glory be above all the

earth.
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The help of the helpless

To the Chief Musician. Set to “Do Not
Destroy.”* A Michtam of David when Saul
sent men, and they watched the house in

order to kill ahim.

59DELIVER me from my
enemies, O my God;

Defend me from those who rise
up against me.

2 Deliver me from the workers of
iniquity,

And save me from bloodthirsty
men.

3 For look, they lie in wait for my
life;

The mighty gather against me,
Not for my transgression nor

for my sin, O LORD.
4 They run and prepare

themselves through no
fault of mine.

Awake to help me, and behold!
5 You therefore, O LORD God of

hosts, the God of Israel,
Awake to punish all the nations;
Do not be merciful to any

wicked transgressors. 
Selah.

6 At evening they return,
They growl like a dog,
And go all around the city.

7 Indeed, they belch with their
mouth;

Swords are in their lips;
For they say, “Who bhears?”

8 But You, O LORD, shall laugh at
them;

You shall have all the nations in
derision.

9 I will wait for You, O You his
Strength;*

For God is my defense.
10 My God of mercy* shall come

to meet me;
God shall let cme see my desire

on my enemies.
11 Do not slay them, lest my

people forget;
Scatter them by Your power,
And bring them down,
O Lord our shield.

12 For the sin of their mouth and
the words of their lips,
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Let them even be taken in their

pride,
And for the cursing and lying

which they speak.
13 dConsume them in wrath,

consume them,
That they may not be;
And elet them know that God

rules in Jacob
To the ends of the earth. Selah.

14 And at evening they return,
They growl like a dog,
And go all around the city.

15 They wander up and down for
food,

And howl* if they are not
satisfied.

16 But I will sing of Your power;
Yes, I will sing aloud of Your

mercy in the morning;
For You have been my defense
And refuge in the day of my

trouble.
17 To You, O my Strength, I will

sing praises;
For God is my defense,
My God of mercy.

A prayer for help

To the Chief Musician. Set to “Lily of the
Testimony.”* A Michtam of David. For

teaching. fWhen he fought against
Mesopotamia and Syria of Zobah, and Joab

returned and killed twelve thousand 
Edomites in the Valley of Salt.

60O GOD, You have cast us
off;

You have broken us down;
You have been displeased;
Oh, restore us again!

2 You have made the earth
tremble;

You have broken it;
Heal its breaches, for it is

shaking.
3 gYou have shown Your people

hard things;
*59:title Hebrew Al Tashcheth
*59:9 Following Masoretic Text and Syriac; some
Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, Targum, and
Vulgate read my Strength. *59:10 Following
Qere; some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, and
Vulgate read My God, His mercy; Kethib, some
Hebrew manuscripts and Targum read O God, my
mercy; Syriac reads O God, Your mercy.
*59:15 Following Septuagint and Vulgate;
Masoretic Text, Syriac, and Targum read spend the
night. *60:title Hebrew Shushan Eduth

59:9 my defense. Literally my high place.



3 For You have been a shelter for
me,

A strong tower from the enemy.
4 I will abide in Your tabernacle

forever;
I will trust in the kshelter of

Your wings. Selah.
5 For You, O God, have heard my

vows;
You have given me the heritage

of those who fear Your
name.

6 You will prolong the king’s life,
His years as many generations.

7 He shall abide before God
forever.

Oh, prepare mercy and truth,
which may preserve him!

8 So I will sing praise to Your
name forever,

That I may daily perform my
vows.

Waiting for God

To the Chief Musician. To l Jeduthun. A Psalm
of David.

62TRULY my soul silently
waits for God;

From Him comes my salvation.
2 He only is my mrock and my

salvation;
He is my defense;
I shall not be greatly nmoved.

3 How long will you attack a man?
You shall be slain, all of you,
Like a leaning wall and a

tottering fence.
4 They only consult to cast him

down from his high
position;

They delight in lies;
oThey bless with their mouth,
But they curse inwardly. Selah.

5 My soul, wait silently for God
alone,

For my expectation is from
Him.

You have made us drink the
wine of confusion.

4 You have given a banner to
those who afear You,

That it may be displayed
because of the truth. Selah.

5 That Your beloved may be
delivered,

Save with Your right hand, and
hear me.

6 God has bspoken in His
holiness:

“I will rejoice;
I will cdivide Shechem
And measure out the Valley of

dSuccoth.
7 Gilead is Mine, and Manasseh

is Mine;
eEphraim also is the helmet for

My head;
f Judah is My lawgiver.

8 gMoab is My washpot;
hOver Edom I will cast My shoe;
iPhilistia, shout in triumph

because of Me.”
9 Who will bring me to the

strong city?
Who will lead me to Edom?

10 Is it not You, O God, who cast
us off?

And You, O God, who did not
go out with our armies?

11 Give us help from trouble,
jFor the help of man is useless.

12 Through God we will do
valiantly,

For it is He who shall tread
down our enemies.

God the Shelter

To the Chief Musician. On a stringed
instrument.* A Psalm of David.

61HEAR my cry, O God;
Attend to my prayer.

2 From the end of the earth I will
cry to You,

When my heart is overwhelmed;
Lead me to the rock that is

higher than I.
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6 He only is my rock and my
salvation;

He is my defense;
I shall not be moved.

7 In God is my salvation and my
glory;

The rock of my strength,
And my refuge, is in God.

8 Trust in Him at all times, you
people;

aPour out your heart before Him;
God is a refuge for us. Selah.

9 Surely men of low degree are a
bvapor,

Men of high degree are a lie;
If they are weighed on the

scales,
They are altogether lighter than

vapor.
10 Do not trust in oppression,

Nor vainly hope in robbery;
If riches increase,
Do not set your heart on cthem.

11 God has spoken once,
Twice I have heard this:
That power belongs to God.

12 Also to You, O Lord, belongs
mercy;

For You render to each one
according to his dwork.

Thirsting for God

A Psalm of David when he was in the
wilderness of e Judah.

63O GOD, You are my God;
Early will I seek You;

fMy soul thirsts for You;
My flesh longs for You
In a dry and thirsty land
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Where there is no water.

2 So I have looked for You in the
gsanctuary,

To see Your power and Your
glory.

3 hBecause Your lovingkindness is
better than life,

My lips shall praise You.
4 Thus I will bless You while I live;

I will ilift up my hands in Your
name.

5 My soul shall be satisfied as
with marrow and fatness,

And my mouth shall praise You
with joyful lips.

6 When jI remember You on my
bed,

I meditate on You in the night
watches.

7 Because You have been my
help,

Therefore in the shadow of
Your wings I will rejoice.

8 My soul follows close behind
You;

Your right hand upholds me.
9 But those who seek my life, to

destroy it,
Shall go into the lower parts of

the earth.
10 They shall fall by the sword;

They shall be a portion for
jackals.

11 But the king shall rejoice in
God;

Everyone who swears by Him
shall glory;

But the mouth of those who
speak lies shall be stopped.

HISTORICAL CONNECTIONS OF THE PSALMS

Psalm 7 1 Samuel 24:11,12 David hides from Saul.
Psalm 18 2 Samuel 22:1–51 David is delivered from his enemies.
Psalm 30 2 Samuel 24:25 David builds an altar.
Psalm 34 1 Samuel 21 David is delivered from his enemies.
Psalm 51 2 Samuel 11;12 David sins with Bathsheba.
Psalm 52 1 Samuel 22:9 David is distressed over an informant.
Psalm 54 1 Samuel 23:19 David is distressed over an informant.
Psalm 56 1 Samuel 21:10–11 David is delivered from his enemies.
Psalm 57 1 Samuel 24:3–10 David hides from Saul.
Psalm 59 1 Samuel 19:11 Saul watches for David at his house.
Psalm 60 2 Samuel 8:13 David celebrates his victory.
Psalm 63 1 Samuel 23:14 David runs from Saul.
Psalm 142 1 Samuel 22:1; 24:3 David encounters Saul in a cave.



2 O You who hear prayer,
dTo You all flesh will come.

3 Iniquities prevail against me;
As for our transgressions,
You will eprovide atonement

for them.
4 fBlessed is the man You choose,

And cause to approach You,
That he may dwell in Your

courts.
gWe shall be satisfied with the

goodness of Your house,
Of Your holy temple.

5 By awesome deeds in
righteousness You will
answer us,

O God of our salvation,
You who are the confidence of

all the ends of the earth,
And of the far-off seas;

6 Who established the mountains
by His strength,

Being clothed with power;
7 You who hstill the noise of the

seas,
The noise of their waves,
And the tumult of the peoples.

8 They also who dwell in the
farthest parts are afraid of
Your isigns;

You make the outgoings of the
morning and evening
rejoice.

9 You jvisit the earth and water it,
You greatly enrich it;

kThe river of God is full of water;
You provide their grain,
For so You have prepared it.

10 You water its ridges abundantly,
You settle its furrows;
You make it soft with showers,
You bless its growth.

11 You crown the year with Your
goodness,

And Your paths drip with
abundance.

12 They drop on the pastures of
the wilderness,

And the little hills rejoice on
every side.

13 The pastures are clothed with
flocks;

The valleys also are covered
with grain;

They shout for joy, they also
sing.

A cry for God’s protection

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

64HEAR my voice, O God, in
my meditation;

Preserve my life from fear of
the enemy.

2 Hide me from the secret plots
of the wicked,

From the rebellion of the
workers of iniquity,

3 Who sharpen their tongue like
a sword,

And bend their bows to shoot
their arrows—bitter words,

4 That they may shoot in secret
at the ablameless;

Suddenly they shoot at him and
do not fear.

5 They encourage themselves in
an evil matter;

They talk of laying snares
secretly;

They bsay, “Who will see
them?”

6 They devise iniquities:
“We have perfected a shrewd

scheme.”
Both the inward thought and

the heart of man are deep.
7 But God shall shoot at them

with an arrow;
Suddenly they shall be

wounded.
8 So He will make them stumble

over their own tongue;
All who see them shall flee

away.
9 All men shall fear,

And shall declare the work of
God;

For they shall wisely consider
His doing.

10 cThe righteous shall be glad in
the LORD, and trust in Him.

And all the upright in heart
shall glory.

God’s abundant provision 
through nature

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David. 
A Song.

65PRAISE is awaiting You, 
O God, in Zion;

And to You the vow shall be
performed.
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Praise for God’s many blessings

To the Chief Musician. A Song. A Psalm.

66MAKE a joyful shout to God,
all the earth!

2 Sing out the honor of His name;
Make His praise glorious.

3 Say to God,
“How awesome are Your works!
aThrough the greatness of Your

power
Your enemies shall submit

themselves to You.
4 bAll the earth shall worship You

And sing praises to You;
They shall sing praises to Your

name.” Selah.
5 Come and see the works of God;

He is awesome in His doing
toward the sons of men.

6 cHe turned the sea into dry land;
dThey went through the river on

foot.
There we will rejoice in Him.

7 He rules by His power forever;
His eyes observe the nations;
Do not let the rebellious exalt

themselves. Selah.
8 Oh, bless our God, you peoples!

And make the voice of His
praise to be heard,

9 Who keeps our soul among the
living,

And does not allow our feet to
be moved.

10 For You, O God, have etested
us;

You have frefined us as silver is
refined.

11 You brought us into the net;
You laid affliction on our backs.

12 You have caused men to ride
over our gheads;

We went through fire and
through water;

But You brought us out to rich
fulfillment.

13 h I will go into Your house with
burnt offerings;

I will pay You my vows,
14 Which my lips have uttered

And my mouth has spoken
when I was in trouble.

15 I will offer You burnt sacrifices
of fat animals,
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With the sweet aroma of rams;
I will offer bulls with goats. 

Selah.
16 Come and hear, all you who

ifear God,
And I will declare what He has

done for my soul.
17 I cried to Him with my mouth,

And He was extolled with my
tongue.

18 j If I regard iniquity in my heart,
The Lord will not hear.

19 But certainly God has heard
me;

He has attended to the voice of
my prayer.

20 Blessed be God,
Who has not turned away my

prayer,
Nor His mercy from me!

God and the nations

To the Chief Musician. On stringed
instruments.* A Psalm. A Song.

67GOD be merciful to us and
bless us,

And cause His kface to shine
upon us, Selah.

2 That Your way may be known
on earth,

Your salvation among lall
nations.

3 Let the peoples praise You, 
O God;

Let all the peoples praise You.
4 Oh, let the nations be glad and

sing for joy!
mFor You shall judge the people

righteously,
And govern the nations on

earth. Selah.
5 Let the peoples praise You, 

O God;
Let all the peoples praise You.

6 nThen the earth shall yield her
increase;

God, our own God, shall bless
us.

7 God shall bless us,
And all the ends of the earth

shall ofear Him.
*67:title Hebrew neginoth

66:9 keeps. Literally puts. 67:4 govern. Literally lead.



12“Kings of armies flee, they flee,
And she who remains at home

divides the spoil.
13 Though you lie down among

the sheepfolds,
You will be like the wings of a

dove covered with silver,
And her feathers with yellow

gold.”
14 When the Almighty scattered

kings in it,
It was white as snow in Zalmon.

15 A mountain of God is the
mountain of Bashan;

A mountain of many peaks is
the mountain of Bashan.

16 Why do you fume with envy,
you mountains of many
peaks?

This is the mountain which
God desires to dwell in;

Yes, the LORD will dwell in it
forever.

17 The chariots of God are twenty
thousand,

Even thousands of thousands;
The Lord is among them as in

Sinai, in the Holy Place.
18 You have ascended on high,

You have led captivity jcaptive;
You have received kgifts among

men,
Even from the rebellious,
That the LORD God might dwell

there.
19 Blessed be the Lord,

Who daily loads us with benefits,
The God of our salvation! 

Selah.
20 Our God is the God of

salvation;
And to GOD the Lord belong

escapes from death.
21 But God will wound the head

of His enemies,
The hairy scalp of the one who

still goes on in his
trespasses.

22 The Lord said, “I will bring
lback from Bashan,

A song of triumph and glory

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David. 
A Song.

68LET God arise,
Let His enemies be scattered;

Let those also who hate Him
flee before Him.

2 As smoke is driven away,
So drive them away;

aAs wax melts before the fire,
So let the wicked perish at the

presence of God.
3 But blet the righteous be glad;

Let them rejoice before God;
Yes, let them rejoice

exceedingly.
4 Sing to God, sing praises to His

name;
cExtol Him who rides on the

clouds,*
dBy His name YAH,
And rejoice before Him.

5 A efather of the fatherless, a
defender of widows,

Is God in His holy habitation.
6 fGod sets the solitary in families;

gHe brings out those who are
bound into prosperity;

But the rebellious dwell in a
dry land.

7 O God, when You went out
before Your people,

When You marched through
the wilderness, Selah.

8 The earth shook;
The heavens also dropped rain

at the presence of God;
Sinai itself was moved at the

presence of God, the God
of Israel.

9 You, O God, sent a plentiful
rain,

Whereby You confirmed Your
inheritance,

When it was weary.
10 Your congregation dwelt in it;

hYou, O God, provided from
Your goodness for the poor.

11 The Lord gave the iword;
Great was the company of

those who proclaimed it:
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I will bring them back from the
depths of the sea,

23 That your foot may crush them*

in blood,
And the tongues of your dogs

may have their portion
from your enemies.”

24 They have seen Your
procession, O God,

The procession of my God, my
King, into the sanctuary.

25 The singers went before, the
players on instruments
followed after;

Among them were the maidens
playing timbrels.

26 Bless God in the congregations,
The Lord, from the fountain of

Israel.
27 There is alittle Benjamin, their

leader,
The princes of Judah and their

company,
The princes of Zebulun and the

princes of Naphtali.
28 Your God has commanded*

your strength;
Strengthen, O God, what You

have bdone for us.
29 Because of Your temple at

Jerusalem,
Kings will bring cpresents to

You.
30 Rebuke the beasts of the reeds,

The herd of bulls with the
calves of the peoples,

Till everyone submits himself
with pieces of silver.

Scatter the peoples who delight
in war.

31 Envoys will come out of dEgypt;
Ethiopia will quickly stretch out

her hands to God.
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32 Sing to God, you ekingdoms of

the earth;
Oh, sing praises to the Lord, 

Selah.
33 To Him who rides on the

heaven of heavens, which
were of old!

Indeed, He sends out His voice,
a fmighty voice.

34 Ascribe strength to God;
His excellence is over Israel,
And His strength is in the

clouds.
35 O God, You are more gawesome

than Your holy places.
The God of Israel is He who

gives strength and power
to His people.

Blessed be God!

A lament of the reproached

To the Chief Musician. Set to “The Lilies.”*

A Psalm of David.

69SAVE me, O God!
For the waters have come 
up to my neck.

2 I sink in deep mire,
Where there is no standing;
I have come into deep waters,
Where the floods overflow me.

3 I am weary with my crying;
My throat is dry;
My eyes fail while I wait for my

God.
4 hThose who hate me without a

cause
Are more than the hairs of my

head;
They are mighty who would

destroy me,
*68:23 Septuagint, [Syriac], Targum, and Vulgate
read you may dip your foot. *68:28 Septuagint,
[Syriac], Targum, and Vulgate read Command,
O God. *69:title Hebrew Shoshannim

Sinai: (Mount Sinai) The mountain of God upon
which God gave Moses the Ten Commandments.

Bashan: soft, rich soil. A fertile area of land east of the
Sea of Galilee.

Benjamin: son of the right hand. The youngest son of
Jacob and Rachel, who died giving birth to him. Jacob
cherished Benjamin after he lost his son Joseph.

68:26 from the fountain of Israel. Or you that are of
the fountain of Israel.

68:31 Ethiopia. Hebrew Cush. Zeph. 3:10.
69:1 The NT quotations from, and references to, this

Psalm indicate in what way it foreshadows Christ. It is the
Psalm of His humiliation and rejection (vv. 4,7–8,10–12).
Verses 14–20 may well describe the exercises of His holy
soul in Gethsemane (Matt. 26:36–45); whereas v. 21 is a di-
rect reference to the cross (Matt. 27:34,48; John 19:28–30).
The imprecatory section (vv. 22–28) is connected (Rom.
11:9–10) with the present judicial blindness of Israel, v. 25
having special reference to Judas (Acts 1:20), who is thus
made typical of his generation, which shared his guilt. See
Ps. 72, next in order of the Messianic Psalms.



Turn to me according to the
multitude of Your tender
mercies.

17 And do not hide Your face from
Your servant,

For I am in trouble;
Hear me speedily.

18 Draw near to my soul, and
gredeem it;

Deliver me because of my
enemies.

19 You know my reproach, my
shame, and my dishonor;

My adversaries are all before
You.

20 Reproach has broken my heart,
And I am full of heaviness;
I looked for someone to take

pity, but there was none;
And for comforters, but I found

none.
21 They also gave me gall for my

food,
And for my hthirst they gave

me vinegar to drink.
22 iLet their table become a snare

before them,
And their well-being a trap.

23 Let their eyes be darkened, so
that they do not see;

And make their loins shake
continually.

24 Pour out Your indignation upon
them,

And let Your wrathful anger
take hold of them.

25 Let their dwelling place be
jdesolate;

Let no one live in their tents.
26 For they persecute the ones

You have kstruck,
And talk of the grief of those

You have wounded.
27 Add liniquity to their iniquity,

And let them not come into
Your righteousness.

28 Let them be blotted out of the
mbook of the living,

And not be nwritten with the
righteous.

29 But I am poor and sorrowful;
Let Your salvation, O God, set

me up on high.
30 I will praise the name of God

with a song,

Being my enemies wrongfully;
Though I have stolen nothing,
I still must restore it.

5 O God, You know my
foolishness;

And my sins are not hidden
from You.

6 Let not those who wait for You,
O Lord GOD of hosts, be
ashamed abecause of me;

Let not those who seek You be
confounded because of me,
O God of Israel.

7 Because for Your sake I have
borne reproach;

Shame has covered my face.
8 b I have become a stranger to my

brothers,
And an alien to my mother’s

children;
9 cBecause zeal for Your house has

eaten me up,
And the dreproaches of those

who reproach You have
fallen on me.

10 When I wept and chastened
my soul with fasting,

That became my reproach.
11 I also made sackcloth my

garment;
I became a byword to them.

12 Those who sit in the gate speak
against me,

And I am the song of the
edrunkards.

13 But as for me, my prayer is to
You,

O LORD, in the facceptable
time;

O God, in the multitude of Your
mercy,

Hear me in the truth of Your
salvation.

14 Deliver me out of the mire,
And let me not sink;
Let me be delivered from those

who hate me,
And out of the deep waters.

15 Let not the floodwater overflow
me,

Nor let the deep swallow me
up;

And let not the pit shut its
mouth on me.

16 Hear me, O LORD, for Your
lovingkindness is good;

69:18

g Redemption (re-
deeming relative
type): v. 18; Ps.
71:23. (Gen.
48:16; Is. 59:20,
note)

69:21

h Matt. 27:34,48

69:22

i Rom. 11:9-10

69:25

j Acts 1:20; cp.
Matt. 23:38

69:26

k Is. 53:4

69:27

l Neh. 4:5; Rom.
1:28
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m Ex. 32:32; Phil.
4:3; Rev. 3:5;
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69:8

b John 7:3-5

69:9

c John 2:17

d Rom. 15:3
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e Job 30:9
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f Is. 49:8; 2 Cor.
6:2
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And will magnify Him with
thanksgiving.

31 aThis also shall please the LORD
better than an ox or bull,

Which has horns and hooves.
32 bThe humble shall see this and

be glad;
And you who seek God, cyour

hearts shall live.
33 For the LORD hears the poor,

And does not despise His
dprisoners.

34 Let heaven and earth praise
Him,

The seas and everything that
moves in them.

35 eFor God will save Zion
And build the cities of Judah,
That they may dwell there and

possess it.
36 Also, the descendants of His

servants shall inherit it,
And those who love His name

shall dwell in it.

The poor and needy

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David. 
To bring to remembrance.

70 fMAKE haste, O God, to
deliver me!

Make haste to help me, 
O LORD!

2 Let them be ashamed and
confounded

Who seek my life;
Let them be turned back* and

confused
Who desire my hurt.

3 gLet them be turned back
because of their shame,

Who say, “Aha, aha!”
4 Let all those who seek You

rejoice and be glad in You;
And let those who love Your

salvation say continually,
“Let God be magnified!”

5 hBut I am poor and needy;
iMake haste to me, O God!
You are my help and my

deliverer;
O LORD, do not delay.
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j vv. 1-3; cp. Ps.
31:1-3

k See Ps. 2:12,
note

71:5

l See Ps. 2:12,
note
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35:22; 38:21-22

p Ps. 70:1
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A prayer for old age

71 jIN You, O LORD, I put my
ktrust;

Let me never be put to shame.
2 Deliver me in Your

righteousness, and cause
me to escape;

Incline Your ear to me, and
save me.

3 Be my strong refuge,
To which I may resort

continually;
You have given the

commandment to save me,
For You are my rock and my

fortress.
4 Deliver me, O my God, out of

the hand of the wicked,
Out of the hand of the

unrighteous and cruel man.
5 For You are my hope, O Lord

GOD;
You are my ltrust from my

youth.
6 By You I have been upheld

from birth;
You are He who mtook me out

of my mother’s womb.
My praise shall be continually

of You.
7 n I have become as a wonder to

many,
But You are my strong refuge.

8 Let my mouth be filled with
Your praise

And with Your glory all the day.
9 Do not cast me off in the time

of old age;
Do not forsake me when my

strength fails.
10 For my enemies speak against

me;
And those who lie in wait for my

life take counsel together,
11 Saying, “God has forsaken him;

Pursue and take him, for there
is none to deliver him.”

12 oO God, do not be far from me;
O my God, make haste to phelp

me!
*70:2 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint,
Targum, and Vulgate; some Hebrew manuscripts and
Syriac read be appalled (compare 40:15).

69:34 moves. Literally creeps.
70:1 to help me. Literally to my help.

71:3 Be my strong refuge. Literally Be to me a rock of
habitation.



24 My tongue also shall talk of
Your righteousness all the
day long;

For they are confounded,
For they are brought to shame
Who seek my hurt.

Messiah’s glorious kingdom

A Psalm of Solomon.

72GIVE the eking Your
judgments, O God,

And Your righteousness to the
king’s Son.

2 He will judge Your people with
righteousness,

And Your poor with f justice.
3 The mountains will bring peace

to the people,
And the little hills, by

righteousness.
4 He will bring justice to the poor

of the people;
He will save the children of the

needy,
And will break in pieces the

oppressor.
5 They shall gfear You*

As long as the sun and moon
hendure,

Throughout all generations.
6 He shall come down like rain

upon the grass before
mowing,

Like showers that water the
earth.

7 In His days the righteous shall
flourish,

And abundance of peace,
Until the moon is no more.

8 He shall have dominion also
from sea to sea,

And from the River to the ends
of the earth.

9 Those who dwell in the
wilderness will bow before
Him,

13 Let them be confounded and
consumed

Who are adversaries of my life;
Let them be covered with

reproach and dishonor
Who seek my hurt.

14 But I will hope continually,
And will praise You yet more

and more.
15 My mouth shall tell of Your

righteousness
And Your salvation all the day,
For I do not know their limits.

16 I will go in the strength of the
Lord GOD;

I will make mention of Your
righteousness, of Yours only.

17 O God, You have taught me
from my ayouth;

And to this day I declare Your
wondrous works.

18 Now also bwhen I am old and
grayheaded,

O God, do not forsake me,
Until I declare Your strength to

this generation,
Your power to everyone who is

to come.
19 cAlso Your righteousness, 

O God, is very high,
You who have done great things;
O God, who is like You?

20 You, who have shown me great
and severe troubles,

Shall revive me again,
And bring me up again from

the depths of the earth.
21 You shall increase my greatness,

And comfort me on every side.
22 Also with the lute I will praise

You—
And Your faithfulness, O my

God!
To You I will sing with the harp,
O Holy One of Israel.

23 My lips shall greatly rejoice
when I sing to You,

And my soul, which You have
dredeemed.
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e Kingdom (OT):
vv. 1-20; Ps.
89:4. (Gen.
1:26; Zech.
12:8, note)

72:2

f Ps. 25:9

72:5

g See Ps. 19:9,
note

h Ps. 89:36

71:17

a Deut. 6:7

71:18

b Is. 46:4

71:19

c Deut. 3:24; Ps.
36:6; cp. Luke
1:49

71:23

d Redemption (re-
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72:14. (Gen.
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note)
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*72:5 Following Masoretic Text and Targum;
Septuagint and Vulgate read They shall continue.

72:1 The 72nd Psalm forms a complete vision of Messi-
ah’s kingdom insofar as the OT revelation extended. David’s
prayers will find their fruition in the kingdom (v. 20; 2 Sam.
23:1–4). Verse 1 refers to the investiture of the King’s Son
with the kingdom, the formal description of which is given in
Dan. 7:13–14; Rev. 5:5–10. Verses 2–7,12–14 give the char-

acter of the kingdom (compare Is. 11:3–9). The emphatic
word is “righteousness.” Verses 8–19 speak of the universal-
ity of the kingdom. It is through restored Israel that the king-
dom is to be extended over the earth (Zech. 8:13,20–23). See
Ps. 89, the next in order of the Messianic Psalms.

72:8 River. That is, the Euphrates. Zech. 9:10.



And His enemies will alick the
dust.

10 The kings of Tarshish and of
the isles

Will bring presents;
The kings of Sheba and Seba
Will offer gifts.

11 Yes, all kings shall fall down
before Him;

All nations shall serve Him.
12 For He will deliver the needy

when he cries,
The poor also, and him who

has no helper.
13 He will spare the poor and

needy,
And will save the souls of the

needy.
14 He will bredeem their life from

oppression and violence;
And precious shall be their

blood in His sight.
15 And He shall live;

And the gold of cSheba will be
given to Him;

Prayer also will be made for
Him continually,

And daily He shall be praised.
16 There will be an abundance of

grain in the earth,
On the top of the mountains;
Its fruit shall wave like Lebanon;

dAnd those of the city shall
flourish like grass of the
earth.

17 His name shall eendure forever;
His name shall continue as long

as the sun.
And men shall be blessed fin

Him;
All nations shall call Him

blessed.
18 Blessed be the LORD God, the

God of Israel,
Who only does wondrous things!

72:19

g Num. 14:21;
Hab. 2:14

72:20

h Cp. 2 Sam.
23:1-4

73:2

i Job 12:5

73:3

j Ps. 37:7

k Job 21:5-16

73:8

l 2 Pet. 2:18; Jude
16

73:9

m Rev. 13:6

73:11

n Job 22:13; Ps.
10:11; 94:7

72:9

a Is. 49:23

72:14

b Redemption (re-
deeming relative
type): v. 14; Ps.
74:2. (Gen.
48:16; Is. 59:20,
note)

72:15

c Is. 60:6

72:16

d Cp. 1 Kin. 4:20

72:17

e Ps. 89:36

f Gen. 12:3

PSALMS 72:10—73:11 793
19 And blessed be His glorious

name forever!
And let the whole gearth be

filled with His glory.
Amen and Amen.

20 The prayers of David the son of
Jesse are hended.

Book III, Psalms 73—89

Problem of the prosperity of the wicked

A Psalm of Asaph.

73TRULY God is good to Israel,
To such as are pure in heart.

2 But as for me, my feet had
almost stumbled;

My steps had nearly islipped.
3 For I was envious of the

boastful,
When I saw the jprosperity of

the kwicked.
4 For there are no pangs in their

death,
But their strength is firm.

5 They are not in trouble as other
men,

Nor are they plagued like other
men.

6 Therefore pride serves as their
necklace;

Violence covers them like a
garment.

7 Their eyes bulge* with
abundance;

They have more than heart
could wish.

8 They scoff and speak wickedly
concerning oppression;

lThey speak loftily.
9 They set their mouth magainst

the heavens,
And their tongue walks through

the earth.
10 Therefore his people return

here,
And waters of a full cup are

drained by them.
11 And they say, n“How does God

know?
And is there knowledge in the

Most High?”
*73:7 Targum reads face bulges; Septuagint, Syriac,
and Vulgate read iniquity bulges.

72:10 isles. That is, coasts.
72:17 shall endure. Literally shall be.

Tarshish: a city of a distant land, possibly Spain, that
was rich in metals.

Lebanon: the area along the Mediterranean Sea
known for its mountains and forests of cedar trees.

Israel: soldier of God. Jacob’s name was changed to
this after he wrestled with God at Peniel. He became
the father of the great nation of Israel.



You have destroyed all those
who desert You for harlotry.

28 But it is good for me to hdraw
near to God;

I have put my itrust in the Lord
GOD,

That I may jdeclare all Your
works.

God’s people cry for help

A Contemplation* of Asaph.

74O GOD, why have You cast
us off forever?

Why does Your anger smoke
against the sheep of Your
pasture?

2 Remember Your congregation,
which You have purchased
of old,

The tribe of Your inheritance,
which You have
kredeemed—

This Mount Zion where You
have dwelt.

3 Lift up Your feet to the
perpetual desolations.

The enemy has damaged
everything in the sanctuary.

4 lYour enemies roar in the midst
of Your meeting place;

They set up their banners for
signs.

5 They seem like men who lift up
Axes among the thick trees.

6 And now they break down its
carved work, all at once,

With axes and hammers.
7 They have set fire to Your

sanctuary;
They have defiled the dwelling

place of Your name to the
ground.

8 They said in their hearts,
“Let us destroy them altogether.”

They have burned up all the
meeting places of God in
the land.

9 We do not see our signs;
There is no mlonger any prophet;
Nor is there any among us who

knows how long.
10 O God, how long will the

adversary reproach?

12 Behold, these are the ungodly,
Who are always at ease;
They increase in riches.

13 Surely I have cleansed my heart
in avain,

And washed my hands in
innocence.

14 For all day long I have been
plagued,

And chastened every morning.
15 If I had said, “I will speak

thus,”
Behold, I would have been

untrue to the generation of
Your children.

16 When I thought how to
understand this,

It was too painful for me—
17 Until I went into the bsanctuary

of God;
Then I understood their cend.

18 Surely You set them in slippery
places;

You cast them down to
destruction.

19 Oh, how they are brought to
desolation, as in a dmoment!

They are utterly consumed
with terrors.

20 As a dream when one awakes,
So, Lord, when You awake,
You shall despise their image.

21 Thus my heart was grieved,
And I was vexed in my mind.

22 I was so foolish and ignorant;
I was like a beast before You.

23 Nevertheless I am continually
with You;

You hold me by my right hand.
24 You will guide me with Your

counsel,
And afterward receive me to

eglory.
25 Whom have I in heaven but

fYou?
And there is none upon earth

that I desire besides You.
26 My flesh and my heart fail;

But God is the strength of my
heart and my gportion
forever.

27 For indeed, those who are far
from You shall perish;
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Will the enemy blaspheme Your
name forever?

11 Why do You withdraw Your
hand, even Your right
hand?

Take it out of Your bosom and
destroy them.

12 For aGod is my King from of
old,

Working salvation in the midst
of the earth.

13 You divided the sea by Your
strength;

You broke the heads of the sea
serpents in the waters.

14 You broke the heads of
Leviathan in pieces,

And gave him as food to the
people inhabiting the
wilderness.

15 bYou broke open the fountain
and the flood;

cYou dried up mighty rivers.
16 The day is Yours, the night also

is dYours;
eYou have prepared the light and

the sun.
17 You have fset all the borders of

the earth;
gYou have made summer and

winter.
18 Remember this, that the enemy

has reproached, O LORD,
And that a foolish people has

blasphemed Your name.
19 Oh, do not deliver the life hof

Your turtledove to the wild
beast!

Do not forget the life of Your
poor forever.

20 iHave respect to the covenant;
For the dark places of the earth

are full of the haunts of
cruelty.

21 Oh, do not let the oppressed
return ashamed!

Let the poor and needy praise
Your name.

22 Arise, O God, plead Your own
cause;

Remember how the foolish
man reproaches You daily.
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23 Do not forget the voice of Your

enemies;
The tumult of those who rise

up against You increases
continually.

Ultimate triumph of the righteous

To the Chief Musician. Set to “Do Not
Destroy.”* A Psalm of Asaph. A Song.

75WE give thanks to You, 
O God, we give thanks!

For Your wondrous works
declare that Your name is
near.

2“When I choose the proper time,
I will judge uprightly.

3 The earth and all its inhabitants
are dissolved;

I set up its pillars firmly. Selah.
4“I said to the boastful, ‘Do not

deal boastfully,’
And to the wicked, ‘Do not jlift

up the horn.
5 Do not lift up your khorn on

high;
Do not speak with a stiff neck.’ ”

6 For exaltation comes neither
from the east

Nor from the west nor from the
south.

7 But God is the Judge:
He puts down one,
And lexalts another.

8 For min the hand of the LORD
there is a cup,

And the wine is red;
It is fully mixed, and He pours

it out;
Surely its dregs shall all the

wicked of the earth
Drain and drink down.

9 But I will declare forever,
I will sing praises to the God of

Jacob.
10“Alln the ohorns of the wicked I

will also cut off,
pBut the horns of the righteous

shall be qexalted.”
*75:title Hebrew Al Tashcheth

74:13 divided. Literally broke.
74:14 Leviathan. Perhaps the crocodile.
74:23 increases. Literally ascends.
75:4 horn. The words “horn” and “horns” (OT, qeren;

NT keras) are used in Scripture both literally and figuratively.
In the latter sense at least three meanings appear: (1) strength
in general (Deut. 33:17); (2) arrogant pride (Ps. 75:4–5); and
(3) political and military power (Dan. 8:20–21).



5 The stouthearted were
plundered;

They have sunk into their sleep;
And none of the mighty men

have found the use of their
hands.

6 bAt Your rebuke, O God of Jacob,
Both the chariot and horse

were cast into a dead sleep.
7 You, Yourself, are to be feared;

And who may cstand in Your
presence

When once You are angry?
8 You caused judgment to be

heard from heaven;
The earth feared and was still,

9 When God arose to judgment,
To deliver all the oppressed of

the earth. Selah.
10 Surely the wrath of man shall

praise dYou;
With the remainder of wrath

You shall gird Yourself.
11 Make vows to the LORD your

God, and pay them;
Let all who are around Him

bring presents to Him who
ought to be efeared.

12 He shall cut off the spirit of
princes;

He is fawesome to the kings of
the earth.

Remembrance of God’s mighty deeds

To the Chief Musician. To g Jeduthun. A Psalm
of Asaph.

77I CRIED out to God with my
voice—

To God with my voice;
And He gave ear to me.

2 In the day of my trouble I
sought the Lord;

My hand was stretched out in
the night without ceasing;

My soul refused to be comforted.
3 I remembered God, and was

troubled;
I complained, and my spirit was

overwhelmed. Selah.
4 You hold my eyelids open;

I am so troubled that I cannot
speak.

The victorious power of God

To the Chief Musician. On stringed
instruments.* A Psalm of Asaph. A Song.

76 aIN Judah God is known;
His name is great in Israel.

2 In Salem* also is His tabernacle,
And His dwelling place in Zion.

3 There He broke the arrows of
the bow,

The shield and sword of battle. 
Selah.

4 You are more glorious and
excellent

Than the mountains of prey.
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*76:title Hebrew neginoth *76:2 That is,
Jerusalem

A CLASSIFICATION OF 
THE PSALMS

Instructional:
On the perfection of God’s law: 19, 119.
On the blessing of righteousness, misery of wicked-
ness: 1, 5, 7, 9—12, 14, 15, 17, 24, 25, 32, 36, 37,
50, 52, 53, 58, 73, 75, 84, 91, 92, 94, 112, 119, 121,
125, 127, 128, 133.
On vanity of human life: 39, 49, 90.
On duty of rulers: 82, 101.

Prayer:
Penitence: 6, 32, 38, 51, 102, 130, 143.
Resignation: 3, 16, 27, 31, 54, 56, 57, 61, 62, 71, 86.
Contrition: 13, 22, 69, 77, 88, 143.
In severe trouble: 4, 5, 11, 28, 41, 55, 59, 64, 70, 109,
120, 140, 141, 143.
In affliction: 44, 60, 74, 79, 80, 83, 89, 94, 102, 129,
137.
When deprived of public worship: 42, 43, 63, 84.
Intercession: 20, 67, 122, 132, 144.

Praise:
For God’s providential care: 23, 34, 35, 91, 100, 103,
107, 117, 121, 145, 146.
Of God’s attributes: 8, 19, 24, 29, 33, 47, 50, 65, 66,
76, 77, 93, 95—97, 99, 104, 111, 113—115, 134,
139, 147, 148, 150.

Thanksgiving:
For individual mercies: 9, 18, 22, 30, 34, 40, 75, 103,
108, 116, 118, 138, 144.
For general or national mercies: 46, 48, 65, 66, 68,
76, 81, 85, 98, 105, 124, 126, 129, 135, 136, 149.

Messianic:
2, 8, 16, 22, 23, 24, 40, 41, 45, 68, 69, 72, 89, 102,
110, 118.

Historical:
78, 105, 106.



5 I have considered the days of
old,

The years of ancient times.
6 I call to remembrance my song

in the night;
I meditate within my heart,
And my spirit makes diligent

search.
7 Will the Lord acast off forever?

And will He be favorable no
more?

8 Has His mercy ceased forever?
Has His bpromise failed

forevermore?
9 Has God cforgotten to be

gracious?
Has He in anger shut up His

tender mercies? Selah.
10 And I said, “This is my anguish;

But I will remember the years
of the right hand of the
Most High.”

11 I will remember the works of
the LORD;

Surely I will remember Your
wonders of old.

12 I will also meditate on all Your
work,

And talk of Your deeds.
13 Your way, O God, is in the

dsanctuary;
Who is so great a God as our

God?
14 You are the God who does

wonders;
You have declared Your strength

among the peoples.
15 You have with Your arm

eredeemed Your people,
The sons of Jacob and Joseph. 

Selah.
16 The waters saw You, O God;

The waters saw You, they were
fafraid;

The depths also trembled.
17 The clouds poured out water;

The skies sent out a sound;
Your arrows also flashed about.
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18 The voice of Your thunder was

in the whirlwind;
The lightnings lit up the world;
The earth trembled and shook.

19 Your way was in the sea,
Your path in the great waters,
And Your footsteps were not

known.
20 You led Your people like a flock

By the hand of Moses and
Aaron.

God at work in Israel’s history

A Contemplation* of Asaph.

78GIVE ear, O my people, to
my law;

Incline your ears to the words
of my gmouth.

2 I will open my mouth in a
hparable;

I will utter dark sayings of old,
3 Which we have heard and

known,
And our fathers have told us.

4 iWe will not hide them from
their children,

jTelling to the generation to
come the praises of the
LORD,

And His strength and His
wonderful works that He
has done.

5 kFor He established a testimony
in Jacob,

And appointed a law in Israel,
Which He commanded our

fathers,
lThat they should make them

known to their children;
6 That the generation to come

might know them,
The children who would be

born,
That they may arise and declare

them to their children,
7 That they may set their hope in

God,
*78:title Hebrew Maschil

Jacob: supplanter. The younger son of Isaac and Re-
bekah who tricked his brother Esau into selling him
his birthright. He deceived his father in order to re-
ceive the family blessing. Married Leah and Rachel.
Had twelve sons by his wives and concubines. Also
referred to as Israel.

Joseph: he shall add. Favorite son of Jacob who was
hated by his brothers and sold into slavery in Egypt.
God rewarded Joseph for his obedience by making
him a great ruler in Egypt thus enabling him to save
his family from starvation during a great famine.

78:Title Contemplation. Or Instruction.



So that the waters gushed out,
And the streams overflowed.
Can He give bread also?
Can He provide meat for His

people?”
21 Therefore the LORD heard this

and was furious;
So a fire was kindled against

Jacob,
And anger also came up against

Israel,
22 Because they did not believe in

God,
And did not dtrust in His

salvation.
23 Yet He had commanded the

clouds above,
And opened the doors of

heaven,
24 Had erained down manna on

them to eat,
And given them of the bread of

fheaven.
25 Men ate gangels’ food;

He sent them food to the full.
26 hHe caused an east wind to blow

in the heavens;
And by His power He brought

in the south wind.
27 He also rained meat on them

like the dust,
Feathered fowl like the sand of

the seas;
28 And He let them fall in the

midst of their camp,
All around their dwellings.

29 iSo they ate and were well filled,
For He gave them their own

desire.
30 They were not deprived of their

craving;
jBut while their food was still in

their mouths,
31 The wrath of God came against

them,
And slew the stoutest of them,
And struck down the choice

men of Israel.
32 In spite of this they still sinned,

And did knot believe in His
wondrous works.

33 Therefore their days He
consumed in futility,

And their years in fear.

And not forget the works of
God,

But keep His commandments;
8 And may not be like their

fathers,
A stubborn and rebellious

generation,
A generation that did not set its

heart aright,
And whose spirit was not

faithful to God.
9 The children of Ephraim, being

armed and carrying bows,
Turned back in the day of

battle.
10 aThey did not keep the covenant

of God;
They refused to walk in His

blaw,
11 And forgot His works

And His wonders that He had
shown them.

12 Marvelous things He did in the
sight of their fathers,

In the land of Egypt, in the field
of Zoan.

13 He divided the sea and caused
them to pass through;

And He made the waters stand
up like a heap.

14 In the daytime also He led
them with the cloud,

And all the night with a light of
fire.

15 He split the rocks in the
wilderness,

And gave them drink in
abundance like the depths.

16 He also brought streams out of
the rock,

And caused waters to run down
like rivers.

17 But they sinned even more
against Him

By rebelling against the Most
High in the wilderness.

18 And they ctested God in their
heart

By asking for the food of their
fancy.

19 Yes, they spoke against God:
They said, “Can God prepare a

table in the wilderness?
20 Behold, He struck the rock,
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34 aWhen He slew them, then they
sought Him;

And they returned and sought
earnestly for God.

35 Then they remembered that
God was their rock,

And the Most High God their
bRedeemer.

36 Nevertheless they cflattered
Him with their mouth,

And they lied to Him with their
tongue;

37 For their heart was not
steadfast with Him,

Nor were they faithful in His
covenant.

38 dBut He, being full of
ecompassion, forgave their
iniquity,

And did not destroy them.
Yes, many a time He turned His

anger away,
And did not stir up all His

wrath;
39 fFor He remembered that they

were but flesh,
A gbreath that passes away and

does not come again.
40 How often they provoked Him

in the wilderness,
And hgrieved Him in the

desert!
41 Yes, again and again they

itempted God,
And limited the Holy One of

Israel.
42 They did not remember His

power:
The day when He redeemed

them from the enemy,
43 When He worked His signs in

Egypt,
And His wonders in the field of

Zoan;
44 Turned their rivers into blood,

And their streams, that they
could not drink.

45 He sent swarms of jflies among
them, which devoured
them,

And kfrogs, which destroyed
them.

46 He also gave their crops to the
caterpillar,

And their labor to the llocust.
47 He destroyed their vines with

mhail,
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(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note);
Deut. 6:16

78:45

j Ex. 8:24

k Ex. 8:6

78:46

l Ex. 10:14

78:47

m Ex. 9:23

PSALM 78:34–53 799
And their sycamore trees with

frost.
48 He also gave up their ncattle to

the hail,
And their flocks to fiery

lightning.
49 He cast on them the fierceness

of His anger,
Wrath, indignation, and

trouble,
By sending angels of

destruction among them.
50 He made a path for His anger;

He did not spare their soul
from death,

But gave their life over to the
plague,

51 And destroyed all the ofirstborn
in Egypt,

The first of their strength in the
tents of Ham.

52 But He made His own people
go forth like sheep,

And guided them in the
wilderness like a flock;

53 And He led them on safely, so
that they did not fear;
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And did not choose the tribe of
Ephraim,

68 But chose the tribe of Judah,
Mount Zion jwhich He loved.

69 And He built His ksanctuary
like the heights,

Like the earth which He has
established forever.

70 lHe also chose David His servant,
And took him from the

sheepfolds;
71 From following the ewes that

had young He brought him,
To mshepherd Jacob His people,
And Israel His inheritance.

72 So he shepherded them
according to the nintegrity
of his heart,

And guided them by the
skillfulness of his hands.

A prayer for God’s judgment

A Psalm of Asaph.

79O GOD, the nations have
come into Your
inheritance;

Your holy temple they have
defiled;

oThey have laid Jerusalem in
heaps.

2 The dead bodies of Your
servants

They have given as food for the
birds of the heavens,

The flesh of Your saints to the
beasts of the earth.

3 Their blood they have shed like
water all around Jerusalem,

And there was no one to bury
them.

4 We have become a reproach to
our pneighbors,

A scorn and derision to those
who are around us.

5 How long, LORD?
Will You be angry forever?
Will Your jealousy burn like

fire?
6 Pour out Your wrath on the

nations that do qnot know
You,

And on the kingdoms that do
not call on Your name.

7 For they have devoured Jacob,
And laid waste his dwelling

place.

But the sea aoverwhelmed their
enemies.

54 And He brought them to His
holy border,

This mountain which His right
hand had acquired.

55 He also drove out the nations
before them,

bAllotted them an inheritance by
survey,

And made the tribes of Israel
dwell in their tents.

56 Yet they ctested and provoked
the Most High God,

And did not keep His
testimonies,

57 But dturned back and acted
unfaithfully like their
fathers;

They were turned aside like a
deceitful bow.

58 For they provoked Him to anger
with their ehigh places,

And moved Him to jealousy
with their carved images.

59 When God heard this, He was
furious,

And greatly abhorred Israel,
60 fSo that He forsook the

tabernacle of Shiloh,
The tent He had placed among

men,
61 And delivered His strength into

captivity,
And His glory into the enemy’s

hand.
62 gHe also gave His people over to

the sword,
And was furious with His

inheritance.
63 The fire consumed their young

men,
And htheir maidens were not

given in marriage.
64 Their ipriests fell by the sword,

And their widows made no
lamentation.

65 Then the Lord awoke as from
sleep,

Like a mighty man who shouts
because of wine.

66 And He beat back His enemies;
He put them to a perpetual

reproach.
67 Moreover He rejected the tent

of Joseph,
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8 Oh, do not remember former
iniquities against us!

Let Your tender mercies come
speedily to meet us,

For we have been brought very
low.

9 Help us, O God of our
salvation,

For the glory of Your name;
And deliver us, and provide

atonement for our sins,
aFor Your name’s sake!

10 Why should the nations say,
“Where is their God?”

Let there be known among the
nations in our sight

The avenging of the blood of
Your servants which has
been shed.

11 Let the groaning of the prisoner
come before You;

According to the greatness of
Your power

Preserve those who are
appointed to die;

12 And return to our neighbors
sevenfold into their bosom

Their reproach with which
they have reproached You,
O Lord.

13 So bwe, Your people and sheep
of Your pasture,

Will give You thanks forever;
We will show forth Your praise

to all generations.
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A plea for the return of God’s favor

To the Chief Musician. Set to “The Lilies.”*

A Testimony* of Asaph. A Psalm.

80GIVE ear, O Shepherd of
Israel,

You who lead Joseph like a flock;
cYou who dwell between the

cherubim, shine forth!
2 Before dEphraim, Benjamin,

and Manasseh,
Stir up Your strength,
And come and save us!

3 Restore us, O God;
eCause Your face to shine,
And we shall be saved!

4 O LORD God of hosts,
fHow long will You be angry
Against the prayer of Your

people?
5 gYou have fed them with the

bread of tears,
And given them tears to drink

in great measure.
6 You have made us a strife to

our hneighbors,
And our enemies laugh among

themselves.
7 Restore us, O God of hosts;

Cause Your face to shine,
And we shall be saved!

8 You have brought a ivine out of
Egypt;

You have cast out the nations,
and planted it.

9 You prepared room for it,
And caused it to take deep root,
And it filled the land.

10 The hills were covered with its
shadow,

And the mighty cedars with its
jboughs.

11 She sent out her boughs to the
Sea,*

And her branches to the River.
12 Why have You kbroken down

her hedges,
So that all who pass by the way

pluck her fruit?
13 The boar out of the woods

uproots it,
*80:title Hebrew Shoshannim * Hebrew Eduth
*80:11 That is, the Mediterranean

80:11 River. That is, the Euphrates. Ps. 72:8.

80:1 SHEPHERDS IN THE BIBLE

Sheep were fundamental to human existence in Biblical
times, providing meat, wool, hide and milk. It was a
sign of wealth to own many sheep. Many Bible charac-
ters made their living as shepherds.

Abel Genesis 4:2
Abraham Genesis 13:7
Isaac Genesis 26:20
Rachel Genesis 29:9
Jacob Genesis 30:36
Jacob’s 12 sons Genesis 37:22
Israelites in Egypt Genesis 46:32–34; 

Exodus 9:5;12:38
Zipporah Exodus 2:16
Moses Exodus 3:1
David 1 Samuel 16:11
Job Job 42:12
Amos Amos 1:1
Shepherds at Jesus’ birth Luke 2:8



7 gYou called in trouble, and I
delivered you;

h I answered you in the secret
place of thunder;

I itested you at the waters of
Meribah. Selah.

8“Hear, O My people, and I will
admonish you!

O Israel, if you will listen to Me!
9 There shall be no foreign jgod

among you;
Nor shall you worship any

foreign god.
10 k I am the LORD your God,

Who brought you out of the
land of Egypt;

Open your mouth wide, and I
will fill it.

11“But My people would not heed
My voice,

And Israel would have none of
Me.

12 lSo I gave them over to their
own stubborn heart,

To walk in their own counsels.
13“Oh,m that My people would

listen to Me,
That Israel would walk in My

ways!
14 I would soon subdue their

enemies,
And turn My hand against their

adversaries.
15 The haters of the LORD would

pretend submission to Him,
But their fate would endure

forever.
16 He would have fed them also

with the finest of wheat;
And with honey from the rock I

would have satisfied you.”

God and the judges

A Psalm of Asaph.

82GOD nstands in the
congregation of the mighty;

He judges among the gods.*
2 How long will you judge

unjustly,
And oshow partiality to the

wicked? Selah.
3 Defend the poor and fatherless;

Do justice to the afflicted and
pneedy.

And the wild beast of the field
devours it.

14 Return, we beseech You, O God
of hosts;

aLook down from heaven and
see,

And visit this vine
15 And the vineyard which Your

right hand has planted,
And the branch that You made

strong bfor Yourself.
16 It is burned with fire, it is cut

down;
They perish at the rebuke of

Your countenance.
17 Let Your chand be upon the

man of Your right hand,
Upon the son of man whom

You made strong for
Yourself.

18 Then we will not turn back
from You;

dRevive us, and we will call
upon Your name.

19 Restore us, O LORD God of
hosts;

Cause Your face to shine,
And we shall be saved!

A call to proper worship

To the Chief Musician. On an instrument of
Gath.* A Psalm of Asaph.

81SING aloud to God our
strength;

Make a joyful shout to the God
of Jacob.

2 Raise a song and strike the
timbrel,

The pleasant harp with the lute.
3 Blow the trumpet at the time of

the New Moon,
At the full moon, on our

solemn feast day.
4 For ethis is a statute for Israel,

A law of the God of Jacob.
5 This He established in Joseph

as a testimony,
When He went throughout the

land of Egypt,
Where I heard a language I did

fnot understand.
6“I removed his shoulder from

the burden;
His hands were freed from the

baskets.
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*81:title Hebrew Al Gittith *82:1 Hebrew
elohim, mighty ones; that is, the judges



4 Deliver the poor and needy;
Free them from the hand of the

wicked.
5 They do not know, nor do they

understand;
They walk about in darkness;
All the afoundations of the

earth are unstable.
6 I said, b“You are gods,*

And all of you are children of
the Most High.

7 But you shall die like men,
And fall like one of the princes.”

8 cArise, O God, judge the earth;
dFor You shall inherit all nations.

A prayer against enemies

A Song. A Psalm of Asaph.

83DO not keep silent, O God!
Do not hold Your peace,

And do not be still, O God!
2 For behold, eYour enemies

make a tumult;
And those who hate You have

lifted up their head.
3 They have taken crafty counsel

against Your people,
And consulted together against

Your sheltered ones.
4 They have said, “Come, and

flet us cut them off from
being a nation,

That the name of Israel may be
remembered no more.”

5 For they have consulted
together with one consent;

They form a confederacy
against You:

6 The tents of Edom and the
Ishmaelites;

Moab and the gHagrites;
7 Gebal, Ammon, and Amalek;

Philistia with the inhabitants of
Tyre;

8 Assyria also has joined with
them;

They have helped the children
of Lot. Selah.

9 Deal with them as with hMidian,
As with iSisera,
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As with Jabin at the Brook

Kishon,
10 Who perished at En Dor,

Who became as refuse on the
earth.

11 Make their nobles like jOreb
and like Zeeb,

Yes, all their princes like
kZebah and Zalmunna,

12 Who said, “Let us take for
ourselves

The pastures of God for a
possession.”

13 O my God, lmake them like the
whirling dust,

Like the chaff before the wind!
14 As the fire burns the woods,

And as the flame sets the
mountains on fire,

15 So pursue them with Your
tempest,

And frighten them with Your
storm.

16 Fill their faces with shame,
That they may seek Your name,

O LORD.
17 Let them be confounded and

dismayed forever;
Yes, let them be put to shame

and perish,
18 That they may know that You,

whose mname alone is the
LORD,

Are the Most High over all the
earth.

Delight in the house of God

To the Chief Musician. On an instrument of
Gath.* A Psalm of the sons of Korah.

84HOW nlovely is Your
tabernacle,

O LORD of hosts!
2 oMy soul longs, yes, even faints

For the courts of the LORD;
My heart and my flesh cry out

for the living God.
3 Even the sparrow has found a

home,
And the swallow a nest for

herself,
*82:6 Hebrew elohim, mighty ones; that is, the
judges *84:title Hebrew Al Gittith

83:5 consent. Literally heart.
83:8 helped the children of Lot. Literally they have

been an arm to the children of Lot.

Sisera: binding in chains. Commander of the army that
opposed Israel. Defeated by Deborah and Barak, and
killed by Jael while he slept.



You have covered all their sin. 
Selah.

3 You have taken away all Your
wrath;

You have turned from the
fierceness of Your anger.

4 Restore us, O God of our
salvation,

And cause Your anger toward
us to cease.

5 Will You be angry with us
forever?

Will You prolong Your anger to
all generations?

6 Will You not revive us again,
That Your people may rejoice in

You?
7 Show us Your mercy, LORD,

And grant us Your salvation.
8 I will hear what God the LORD

will speak,
For He will speak peace
To His people and to His saints;
But let them fnot turn back to

folly.
9 Surely His salvation is near to

those who gfear Him,
That glory may dwell in our

land.
10 Mercy and truth have met

together;
hRighteousness and peace have

kissed.
11 Truth shall spring out of the

earth,
And righteousness shall look

down from heaven.
12 Yes, the LORD will give what is

igood;
And our land will yield its

increase.
13 Righteousness will go before

Him,
And shall make His footsteps

our pathway.

Supplication to the compassionate God

A Prayer of David.

86BOW down Your ear, 
O LORD, hear me;

For I am poor and needy.

Where she may lay her young—
Even Your altars, O LORD of

hosts,
My King and my God.

4 Blessed are those who dwell in
Your ahouse;

They will still be praising You. 
Selah.

5 Blessed is the man whose
strength is in You,

Whose heart is set on
pilgrimage.

6 As they pass through the Valley
of Baca,

They make it a spring;
The rain also covers it with

pools.
7 They go from strength to

strength;
Each one appears before God in

Zion.*

8 O LORD God of hosts, hear my
prayer;

Give ear, O God of Jacob! Selah.
9 bO God, behold our shield,

And look upon the face of Your
anointed.

10 For a day in Your courts is
better than a thousand.

I would rather be a doorkeeper
in the house of my God

Than dwell in the tents of
wickedness.

11 For the LORD God is a sun and
shield;

The LORD will give grace and
glory;

cNo good thing will He withhold
From those who walk uprightly.

12 O LORD of hosts,
Blessed is the man who dtrusts

in You!

A prayer of the returned exiles

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of the sons 
of Korah.

85LORD, You have been
favorable to Your land;

You have ebrought back the
captivity of Jacob.

2 You have forgiven the iniquity
of Your people;
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85:9
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h Is. 32:17; cp.
Luke 2:14

85:12

i James 1:17

84:4

a Ps. 65:4

84:9

b Gen. 15:1

84:11

c Ps. 34:9-10

84:12

d Faith: v. 12; Ps.
125:1. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

85:1

e Ezra 1:11-2:1;
Ps. 14:7; Jer.
30:18; 31:23;
Ezek. 39:25;
Joel 3:1

804 PSALMS 84:4—86:1

*84:7 Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read The God
of gods shall be seen.

84:6 Baca. Literally Weeping. Not a literal valley, but
any place of tears. Compare Ps. 23:4.

84:10 I would rather be a doorkeeper. Literally I would
choose rather to sit at the threshold.



2 Preserve my life, for I am holy;
You are my God;
Save Your servant who atrusts

in You!
3 Be merciful to me, O Lord,

For I cry to You all day long.
4 Rejoice the soul of Your servant,

For bto You, O Lord, I lift up my
soul.

5 For cYou, Lord, are good, and
ready to forgive,

And abundant in mercy to all
those who call upon You.

6 Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer;
And attend to the voice of my

supplications.
7 In the day of my dtrouble I will

call upon You,
For You will answer me.

8 eAmong the gods there is none
like You, O Lord;

Nor are there any works like
Your works.

9 All nations whom You have
made

Shall come and worship before
You, O Lord,

And shall glorify Your name.
10 For You are great, and do

wondrous things;
You falone are God.

11 gTeach me Your way, O LORD;
I will walk in Your truth;
Unite my heart to hfear Your

name.
12 I will praise You, O Lord my

God, with all my heart,
And I will glorify Your name

forevermore.
13 For great is Your mercy toward

me,
And You have delivered my soul

from the depths of iSheol.
14 O God, the proud have risen

against me,
And a mob of violent men have

sought my life,
And have not set You before

them.
15 But jYou, O Lord, are a God full

of compassion, and gracious,
Longsuffering and abundant in

mercy and truth.
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16 Oh, turn to me, and have

mercy on me!
Give Your strength to Your

servant,
And save the son of Your

maidservant.
17 Show me a ksign for good,

That those who hate me may
see it and be ashamed,

Because You, LORD, have helped
me and comforted me.

Zion, the city of God

A Psalm of the sons of Korah. A Song.

87HIS foundation is in the holy
mountains.

2 The LORD loves the gates of Zion
More than all the dwellings of

Jacob.
3 Glorious things are spoken of

you,
O city of God! Selah.

4“I will make mention of Rahab
and Babylon to those who
know Me;

Behold, O Philistia and Tyre,
with Ethiopia:

‘This one was born there.’ ”
5 And of Zion it will be said,
“This one and that one were

born in her;
And the Most High Himself

shall establish her.”
6 The LORD will record,

When He lregisters the peoples:
“This one was born there.” 

Selah.
7 Both the singers and the

players on instruments say,
“All my springs are in you.”

Lament over affliction

A Song. A Psalm of the sons of Korah. To the
Chief Musician. Set to “Mahalath Leannoth.”

A Contemplation* of Heman the Ezrahite.

88O LORD, God of my
salvation,

I have mcried out day and night
before You.

2 Let my prayer come before You;
Incline Your ear to my cry.

*88:title Hebrew Maschil

87:4 Rahab. Or Egypt. Ps. 89:10; Is. 51:9. Ethiopia.
Hebrew Cush. Is. 11:11.

88:Title Contemplation. Or Instruction.



10 Will You work wonders for the
dead?

Shall the hdead arise and praise
You? Selah.

11 Shall Your lovingkindness be
declared in the grave?

Or Your faithfulness in the
place of destruction?

12 Shall Your wonders be known
in the dark?

And Your righteousness in the
land of forgetfulness?

13 But to You I have cried out, 
O LORD,

And in the morning my prayer
comes before You.

14 LORD, why do You cast off my
soul?

iWhy do You hide Your face
from me?

15 I have been afflicted and ready
to die from my youth;

I suffer Your terrors;
I am distraught.

16 Your fierce wrath has gone over
me;

Your terrors have cut me off.
17 They came around me all day

long like water;
They engulfed me altogether.

18 jLoved one and friend You have
put far from me,

And my acquaintances into
darkness.

Psalm of the Davidic Covenant

A Contemplation* of Ethan the Ezrahite.

89I WILL sing of the mercies
of the LORD forever;

With my mouth will I make
known Your faithfulness to
all generations.

2 For I have said, “Mercy shall be
built up forever;

Your faithfulness You shall
establish in the very
heavens.”

3“I have made a covenant with
My chosen,

I have ksworn to My servant
David:

4 ‘Your seed I will establish
forever,

3 For my soul is full of troubles,
And my life draws near to the

agrave.
4 I am counted with those who

bgo down to the pit;
c I am like a man who has no

strength,
5 Adrift among the dead,

Like the slain who lie in the
grave,

Whom You remember no more,
And who are cut off from Your

hand.
6 You have laid me in the lowest

pit,
In darkness, in the depths.

7 Your wrath lies heavy upon me,
And You have afflicted me with

all dYour waves. Selah.
8 eYou have put away my

acquaintances far from me;
You have made me an

abomination to them;
f I am shut up, and I cannot get

out;
9 My eye wastes away because of

affliction.
gLORD, I have called daily upon

You;
I have stretched out my hands

to You.
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*89:title Hebrew Maschil

89:Title Contemplation. Or Instruction.

89:3 THE DAVIDIC COVENANT

The 89th Psalm is both the confirmation and exposition
of the Davidic Covenant (2 Sam. 7:8–16). That the cov-
enant itself looks far beyond David and Solomon is sure
from v. 27. “The highest of the kings of the earth” can
only refer to Immanuel (Is. 7:13–15; 9:6–7; Mic. 5:2).
The Psalm is in four parts: (1) The covenant, though
springing from the lovingkindness of the LORD, yet rests
upon His oath (vv. 1–4). (2) The LORD is glorified for
His power and goodness in connection with the cov-
enant (vv. 5–18). (3) The LORD responds (vv. 19–37).
This is in two parts: (a) it confirms the covenant (vv.
19–29) but (b) warns that disobedience in the royal pos-
terity of David will be punished with chastening (vv.
30–32). This chastening began in the division of the
Davidic kingdom (1 Kin. 11:26–40; 12:16–20) and cul-
minated in the captivities. The subsequent history of
dispersed Israel bears witness to the continuance of the
chastening. See Times of the Gentiles, Luke 21:24 and
Rev. 16:19, notes. And (4) there is the plea of the rem-
nant (Is. 1:9; Rom. 11:5), who urge the severity and
long continuance of the chastening (vv. 38–52). See Ps.
102, next in order of the Messianic Psalms.



And build up your athrone bto
all generations.’ ” Selah.

5 And the heavens will praise
Your wonders, O LORD;

Your faithfulness also in the
assembly of the saints.

6 cFor who in the heavens can be
compared to the LORD?

Who among the sons of the
mighty can be likened to
the LORD?

7 God is greatly to be feared in
the assembly of the saints,

And to be held in reverence by
all those around Him.

8 O LORD God of hosts,
Who is mighty dlike You, 

O LORD?
Your faithfulness also surrounds

You.
9 You erule the raging of the sea;

When its waves rise, You still
them.

10 You have fbroken Rahab in
pieces, as one who is slain;

You have scattered Your
enemies with Your mighty
arm.

11 The heavens are Yours, the
earth also is Yours;

The world and all its fullness,
You have founded them.

12 The north and the south, You
have created them;

gTabor and hHermon rejoice in
Your name.

13 You have a mighty arm;
Strong is Your hand, and high is

Your right hand.
14 Righteousness and justice are

the foundation of Your
throne;

Mercy and truth go before Your
face.

15 Blessed are the people who
know the joyful sound!

They walk, O LORD, in the light
of Your countenance.

16 In Your name they rejoice all
day long,

And in Your righteousness they
are exalted.

17 For You are the glory of their
strength,
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And in Your favor our ihorn is

jexalted.
18 For our shield belongs to the

LORD,
And our king to the Holy One

of Israel.
19 Then You spoke in a vision to

Your holy one,*
And said: “I have given help to

one who is mighty;
I have exalted one kchosen

from the people.
20 l I have found My servant David;

With My holy moil I have
anointed him,

21 With whom My hand shall be
established;

Also My arm shall strengthen
him.

22 The enemy shall not outwit
him,

Nor the son of wickedness
afflict him.

23 I will beat down his foes before
his face,

And plague those who hate
him.

24“But My faithfulness and My
mercy shall be with him,

And in My name his nhorn
shall be exalted.

25 Also I will oset his hand over
the sea,

And his right hand over the
rivers.

26 He shall cry to Me, ‘You are my
pFather,

My God, and the rock of my
salvation.’

27 Also I will make him My
qfirstborn,

The rhighest of the kings of the
earth.

28 My mercy I will keep for him
forever,

And My covenant shall stand
firm with him.

29 His seed also I will make to
endure forever,

And his throne as the days of
heaven.

*89:19 Following many Hebrew manuscripts;
Masoretic Text, Septuagint, Targum, and Vulgate
read holy ones.

89:10 Rahab. Or Egypt. Ps. 87:4.
89:13 a mighty arm. Literally an arm with might.

89:22 outwit. Or do violence to.



46 How long, LORD?
Will You hide Yourself forever?
Will Your wrath burn like fire?

47 Remember how short my time
iis;

For what jfutility have You
created all the children of
men?

48 What man can live and not see
kdeath?

Can he deliver his life from the
lpower of the grave? Selah.

49 Lord, where are Your former
lovingkindnesses,

Which You swore to David in
Your truth?

50 Remember, Lord, the reproach
of Your servants—

How I bear in my bosom the
reproach of all the many
peoples,

51 With which Your enemies have
reproached, O LORD,

With which they have
reproached the footsteps of
Your anointed.

52mBlessed be the LORD
forevermore!

Amen and Amen.

Book IV, Psalms 90—106

The eternal God and mortal men

A Prayer of Moses the man of God.

90LORD, nYou have been our
dwelling place* in all
generations.

2 oBefore the mountains were
brought forth,

Or ever You had formed the
earth and the world,

Even from everlasting to
everlasting, You are God.

3 You turn man to destruction,
And say, “Return, O children of

men.”
4 For a pthousand years in Your

sight
Are like yesterday when it is

past,
And like a watch in the night.

5 You carry them away like a
flood;

30“If his sons forsake My law
And do not walk in My

a judgments,
31 If they break My statutes

And do not keep My
commandments,

32 Then I will punish their
transgression with the rod,

And their iniquity with stripes.
33 bNevertheless My

lovingkindness I will not
utterly take from him,

Nor allow My faithfulness to fail.
34 My covenant I will not break,

Nor calter the word that has
gone out of My lips.

35 Once I have sworn by My
holiness;

I will not dlie to David:
36 His seed shall endure forever,

And his throne as the sun
before Me;

37 It shall be established forever
like the moon,

Even like the faithful witness in
the sky.” Selah.

38 But You have ecast off and
abhorred,

You have been furious with
Your anointed.

39 You have renounced the
covenant of Your servant;

You have fprofaned his gcrown
by casting it to the ground.

40 You have broken down all his
hedges;

You have brought his
strongholds to ruin.

41 All who pass by the way
hplunder him;

He is a reproach to his
neighbors.

42 You have exalted the right hand
of his adversaries;

You have made all his enemies
rejoice.

43 You have also turned back the
edge of his sword,

And have not sustained him in
the battle.

44 You have made his glory cease,
And cast his throne down to

the ground.
45 The days of his youth You have

shortened;
You have covered him with

shame. Selah.
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They are like a sleep.
In the morning athey are like

grass which grows up:
6 In the morning it flourishes and

grows up;
In the evening it is cut down

and withers.
7 For we have been consumed by

Your anger,
And by Your wrath we are

terrified.
8 bYou have set our iniquities

before You,
Our csecret sins in the light of

Your countenance.
9 For all our days have passed

away in Your wrath;
We finish our years like a sigh.

10 The days of our lives are
seventy years;

And if by reason of strength
they are eighty years,

Yet their boast is only labor and
sorrow;

For it is soon cut off, and we fly
away.

11 Who knows the power of Your
anger?

For as the fear of You, so is
Your wrath.

12 So dteach us to number our
days,

That we may gain a heart of
wisdom.

13 Return, O LORD!
How long?
And ehave compassion on Your

servants.
14 Oh, satisfy us early with Your

mercy,
That we may rejoice and be

glad all our days!
15 Make us glad according to the

days in which You have
afflicted us,

The years in which we have
seen evil.

16 Let Your work appear to Your
servants,

And Your glory to their children.
17 And let the fbeauty of the LORD

our God be upon us,
And gestablish the work of our

hands for us;
Yes, establish the work of our

hands.
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The secret place of security

91 hHE who dwells in the secret
place of the Most High

Shall abide under the ishadow
of the Almighty.

2 I will say of the LORD, “He is
my refuge and my fortress;

My God, in Him I will jtrust.”
3 Surely He shall kdeliver you

from the snare of the
fowler*

And from the perilous
pestilence.

4 lHe shall cover you with His
feathers,

And under His wings you shall
take refuge;

His truth shall be your shield
and buckler.

5mYou shall not be afraid of the
terror by night,

Nor of the arrow that flies by
day,

6 Nor of the pestilence that walks
in darkness,

Nor of the destruction that lays
waste at noonday.

7 A thousand may fall at your side,
And ten thousand at your right

hand;
But it shall not come near you.

8 Only nwith your eyes shall you
look,

And see the reward of the
wicked.

9 Because you have made the
LORD, who is my refuge,

Even the Most High, your
odwelling place,

10 pNo evil shall befall you,
Nor shall any plague come near

your dwelling;
11 qFor He shall give His rangels

charge over you,
To keep you in all your ways.

12 In their hands they shall bear
you up,

sLest you dash your foot against
a stone.

13 You shall tread upon the lion
and the cobra,

*91:3 That is, one who catches birds in a trap or
snare

90:5 sleep. That is, a dream.



10 But my ihorn You have exalted
like a wild ox;

I have been janointed with
fresh oil.

11 kMy eye also has seen my desire
on my enemies;

My ears hear my desire on the
wicked

Who rise up against me.
12 The lrighteous shall flourish

like a palm tree,
He shall grow like a cedar in

Lebanon.
13 Those who are planted in the

house of the LORD
Shall flourish in the courts of

our God.
14 They shall still bear mfruit in

old age;
They shall be fresh and

flourishing,
15 To declare that the LORD is

upright;
He is my rock, and nthere is no

unrighteousness in Him.

The majesty of God

93THE LORD reigns, He is
clothed with majesty;

The LORD is clothed,
He has girded Himself with

strength.
Surely the oworld is established,

so that it cannot be moved.
2 Your throne is established from

of old;
You are from everlasting.

3 The floods have lifted up, 
O LORD,

The floods have lifted up their
voice;

The floods lift up their waves.
4 The LORD on high is mightier

Than the noise of many waters,
Than the mighty waves of the

sea.
5 Your testimonies are very sure;

Holiness adorns Your house,
O LORD, forever.

Vengeance belongs to God

94O LORD God, to whom
pvengeance belongs—

The young lion and the serpent
you shall trample underfoot.

14“Because he has set his love
upon Me, therefore I will
deliver him;

I will set him on high, because
he has aknown My name.

15 He shall bcall upon Me, and I
will answer him;

I will be cwith him in trouble;
I will deliver him and honor

him.
16 With long life I will satisfy him,

And show him My salvation.”

The propriety of praise

A Psalm. A Song for the Sabbath day.

92 IT is dgood to give thanks to
the LORD,

And to sing praises to Your
name, O Most High;

2 eTo declare Your lovingkindness
in the morning,

And Your faithfulness every
night,

3 On an instrument of ten strings,
On the lute,
And on the harp,
With harmonious sound.

4 For You, LORD, have made me
glad through Your work;

I will triumph in the works of
Your hands.

5 O LORD, how great are Your
works!

Your fthoughts are very deep.
6 A senseless man does not know,

Nor does a fool understand this.
7 gWhen the wicked spring up

like grass,
And when all the workers of

iniquity flourish,
It is that they may be

hdestroyed forever.
8 But You, LORD, are on high

forevermore.
9 For behold, Your enemies, 

O LORD,
For behold, Your enemies shall

perish;
All the workers of iniquity shall

be scattered.
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O God, to whom vengeance
belongs, shine forth!

2 Rise up, O Judge of the earth;
Render punishment to the

proud.
3 LORD, how long will the wicked,

How long will the wicked
triumph?

4 They autter speech, and speak
insolent things;

All the workers of iniquity
boast in themselves.

5 They break in pieces Your
people, O LORD,

And afflict Your heritage.
6 They slay the widow and the

stranger,
And murder the fatherless.

7 Yet they say, “The LORD does
not see,

Nor does the God of Jacob
understand.”

8 Understand, you bsenseless
among the people;

And you fools, when will you
be wise?

9 cHe who planted the ear, shall
He not hear?

He who formed the eye, shall
He not see?

10 He who instructs the nations,
shall He not correct,

He who teaches man
knowledge?

11 The LORD dknows the thoughts
of man,

That they are futile.
12 Blessed is the man whom You

einstruct, O LORD,
And teach out of Your law,

13 That You may give him rest
from the days of adversity,

Until the pit is dug for the
wicked.

14 For the LORD will not cast off
His people,

Nor will He forsake His
inheritance.

15 But judgment will return to
righteousness,

And all the upright in heart will
follow it.

16 Who will rise up for me against
the evildoers?

Who will stand up for me against
the workers of iniquity?
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17 Unless the LORD had been my

help,
My soul would soon have

settled in silence.
18 If I say, “My foot slips,”

Your mercy, O LORD, will hold
me up.

19 In the multitude of my
anxieties within me,

Your comforts delight my soul.
20 Shall the throne of iniquity,

which devises evil by flaw,
Have fellowship with You?

21 They gather together against
the life of the righteous,

And condemn ginnocent blood.
22 But the LORD has been my

defense,
And my God the rock of my

refuge.
23 He has brought on them their

own iniquity,
And shall cut them off in their

own wickedness;
The LORD our God shall cut

them off.

Exhortation to worship

95OH come, let us sing to the
LORD!

Let us shout joyfully to the
Rock of our salvation.

2 Let us come before His presence
with thanksgiving;

Let us shout joyfully to Him
with hpsalms.

3 For the LORD is the great God,
And the great King above all

igods.
4 In His hand are the deep places

of the earth;
The heights of the hills are His

also.
5 The sea is His, for He made it;

And His hands formed the dry
land.

6 Oh come, let us worship and
bow down;

Let us kneel before the LORD
our Maker.

7 For He is our God,
And we are the people of His

pasture,
And the sheep of His hand.

jToday, if you will hear His
voice:



The world also is firmly
established,

It shall not be moved;
He shall judge the peoples

righteously.”
11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let

the earth be glad;
Let the sea roar, and all its

fullness;
12 Let the field be joyful, and all

that is in it.
Then all the trees of the woods

will rejoice 13before the
LORD.

For He is kcoming, for He is
coming to judge the earth.

He shall judge the world with
righteousness,

And the peoples with His truth.

The power of the righteous LORD

97THE LORD lreigns;
Let the earth rejoice;

Let the multitude of isles be
glad!

2 Clouds and darkness surround
Him;

Righteousness and justice are
the foundation of His
throne.

3 A fire goes before Him,
And burns up His enemies

round about.
4 His lightnings light the world;

The earth sees and trembles.
5 The mountains melt like wax at

the presence of the LORD,
At the presence of the Lord of

the whole earth.
6 The heavens declare His

righteousness,
And all the peoples see His glory.

7 Let all be put to shame who
serve carved images,

Who boast of idols.
mWorship Him, all you gods.

8 Zion hears and is glad,
And the daughters of Judah

rejoice
Because of Your judgments, 

O LORD.
9 For You, LORD, are most high

above all the earth;

8“Do not harden your hearts, as
in the rebellion,*

As in the day of trial* in the
wilderness,

9 When your fathers atested Me;
They tried Me, though they

saw My bwork.
10 For cforty years I was grieved

with that generation,
And said, ‘It is a people who go

astray in their hearts,
And they do not know My

ways.’
11 So I dswore in My wrath,

‘They shall not enter My rest.’ ”

Praise of God’s greatness and glory

96 eOH, sing to the LORD a new
song!

Sing to the LORD, all the earth.
2 Sing to the LORD, bless His

name;
Proclaim the good news of His

salvation from day to day.
3 Declare His glory among the

nations,
His wonders among all peoples.

4 For the LORD is great and
greatly to be praised;

He is to be ffeared above all
ggods.

5 For all the hgods of the peoples
are idols,

But the iLORD made the
heavens.

6 Honor and majesty are before
Him;

Strength and beauty are in His
sanctuary.

7 Give to the LORD, O families of
the peoples,

Give to the LORD glory and
strength.

8 Give to the LORD the glory due
His name;

Bring an offering, and come
into His courts.

9 Oh, worship the LORD in the
beauty of holiness!

Tremble before Him, all the
earth.

10 Say among the nations, “The
jLORD reigns;
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aYou are exalted far above all
bgods.

10 You who love the LORD, chate
evil!

He dpreserves the souls of His
saints;

He delivers them out of the
hand of the wicked.

11 Light is sown for the righteous,
And gladness for the upright in

heart.
12 Rejoice in the LORD, you

righteous,
And give thanks at the

remembrance of His holy
name.*

Praise to the LORD

A Psalm.

98OH, esing to the LORD a new
song!

For He has fdone marvelous
things;

His right hand and His holy
arm have gained Him the
victory.

2 The LORD has made gknown His
salvation;

His righteousness He has
revealed in the sight of the
nations.

3 He has remembered His mercy
and His faithfulness to the
house of Israel;

hAll the ends of the earth have
seen the salvation of our
God.

4 Shout joyfully to the LORD, all
the earth;

Break forth in song, rejoice,
and sing praises.

5 Sing to the LORD with the harp,
With the harp and the sound of

a psalm,
6 With trumpets and the sound of

a horn;
Shout joyfully before the LORD,

the King.
7 Let the sea roar, and all its

fullness,
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The world and those who dwell

in it;
8 Let the rivers clap their hands;

Let the hills be joyful together
9before the LORD,

For He is icoming to judge the
earth.

With righteousness He shall
judge the world,

And the peoples with equity.

Reverence for God’s greatness
and holiness

99THE LORD reigns;
Let the peoples tremble!

jHe dwells between the
cherubim;

Let the earth be moved!
2 The LORD is great in Zion,

And He is high above all the
peoples.

3 Let them praise Your great and
kawesome name—

He is lholy.
4 The King’s strength also loves

justice;
You have established equity;
You have executed justice and

righteousness in Jacob.
5 Exalt the LORD our God,

And worship at His footstool—
He is holy.

6 Moses and Aaron were among
His priests,

And mSamuel was among those
who ncalled upon His name;

They called upon the LORD, and
He answered them.

7 He spoke to them in the cloudy
pillar;

They kept His testimonies and
the ordinance He gave
them.

8 You answered them, O LORD
our God;

You were to them oGod-Who-
Forgives,

Though You took vengeance on
their deeds.

9 Exalt the LORD our God,
*97:12 Or His holiness

98:4 sing praises. Music is a vital factor in the worship
in both the OT and NT. The new song of praise and joy
which God puts in the mouths of His people (Ps. 40:3) is
Spirit-born (Eph. 5:18–19). Music also expresses confes-

sion (e.g. Ps. 32; 51) and comfort in sorrow (e.g. Ps. 27).
For the music of public praise, Scripture stresses a high
standard of skill (1 Chr.15:22; compare 15:16—16:43;
25:1–7).



6 My eyes shall be on the faithful
of the land,

That they may dwell with me;
He who walks in a perfect way,
He shall serve me.

7 He who works deceit shall not
dwell within my house;

He who tells lies shall not
continue in my presence.

8 Early I will fdestroy all the
wicked of the land,

That I may cut off all the
evildoers from the gcity of
the LORD.

A plea to the unchanging God

A Prayer of the afflicted, when he is
overwhelmed and pours out his complaint

before the LORD.

102HEAR my prayer, 
O LORD,

And let my cry come to You.
2 Do not hhide Your face from me

in the day of my trouble;
Incline Your ear to me;
In the day that I call, answer

me speedily.
3 For my days are iconsumed like

smoke,
And my bones are burned like a

hearth.
4 My heart is stricken and

withered like grass,
So that I forget to eat my bread.

5 Because of the sound of my
groaning

My bones cling to my skin.
6 I am like a pelican of the

wilderness;
I am like an owl of the desert.

7 I lie awake,
And am like a sparrow alone on

the housetop.
8 My enemies reproach me all

day long;
Those who deride me swear an

oath against me.
9 For I have eaten ashes like

bread,

And worship at His holy hill;
For the LORD our God is holy.

Gladness and thanksgiving

A Psalm of Thanksgiving.

100MAKE a joyful shout to
the LORD, all you lands!

2 Serve the LORD with gladness;
Come before His presence with

singing.
3 Know that the LORD, He is God;

It is He who has amade us, and
not we ourselves;*

bWe are His people and the
sheep of His pasture.

4 cEnter into His gates with
thanksgiving,

And into His courts with praise.
Be thankful to Him, and bless

His name.
5 For the LORD is good;

His mercy is everlasting,
And His truth endures to all

generations.

A vow for a holy life

A Psalm of David.

101I WILL sing of mercy and
d justice;

To You, O LORD, I will sing
praises.

2 I will behave wisely in a
eperfect way.

Oh, when will You come to me?
I will walk within my house

with a perfect heart.
3 I will set nothing wicked before

my eyes;
I hate the work of those who

fall away;
It shall not cling to me.

4 A perverse heart shall depart
from me;

I will not know wickedness.
5 Whoever secretly slanders his

neighbor,
Him I will destroy;
The one who has a haughty

look and a proud heart,
Him I will not endure.
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And mingled my drink with
weeping,

10 Because of Your indignation
and Your wrath;

For You have lifted me up and
cast me away.

11 My days are like a shadow that
lengthens,

And I wither away like grass.
12 But You, O LORD, shall endure

forever,
And the remembrance of Your

name to all generations.
13 You will arise and have mercy

on Zion;
For the time to favor her,
Yes, the aset time, has come.

14 For Your servants take pleasure
in her stones,

And show favor to her dust.
15 So the nations shall bfear the

name of the LORD,
And all the kings of the earth

Your glory.
16 For the LORD shall build up

Zion;
He shall appear in His glory.

17 He shall cregard the prayer of
the destitute,

And shall not despise their
prayer.

18 This will be written for the
generation to come,

That a people yet to be created
may praise the LORD.

19 For He dlooked down from the
height of His sanctuary;

From heaven the LORD viewed
the earth,

20 To ehear the groaning of the
prisoner,

To release those appointed to
death,

21 To declare the name of the
LORD in Zion,

And His praise in Jerusalem,
22 fWhen the peoples are gathered

together,
And the kingdoms, to serve the

LORD.
23 He weakened my strength in

the way;
He shortened my days.

24 I said, “O my God,
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Do not take me away in the

midst of my days;
Your years are throughout all

generations.
25 Of old You laid the gfoundation

of the earth,
And the heavens are the work

of Your hands.
26 They will hperish, but You will

endure;
Yes, they will all grow old like a

garment;
Like a cloak You will change

them,
And they will be changed.

27 But You are the isame,
And Your years will have no

end.
28 The children of Your servants

will continue,
And their descendants will be

established before You.”

A psalm of unmixed praise

A Psalm of David.

103BLESS the LORD, O my
soul;

And all that is within me, bless
His holy name!

2 Bless the LORD, O my soul,
And jforget not all His benefits:

3 Who kforgives all your
iniquities,

Who lheals all your diseases,
4 Who mredeems your life from

destruction,
Who crowns you with

lovingkindness and tender
mercies,

5 Who satisfies your mouth with
good things,

So that your youth is nrenewed
like the eagle’s.

6 The LORD executes
righteousness

And justice for all who are
oppressed.

7 He made known His oways to
Moses,

His acts to the children of
Israel.

8 pThe LORD is merciful and
gracious,

Slow to anger, and abounding
in mercy.

102:20 those appointed to death. Literally the children of death.



Praise to the God of creation

104 iBLESS the LORD, O my
soul!

O LORD my God, You are very
great:

You are clothed with honor and
majesty,

2 Who cover Yourself with light
as with a garment,

Who stretch out the heavens
like a curtain.

3 He lays the beams of His upper
chambers in the waters,

Who makes the clouds His
chariot,

Who walks on the wings of the
wind,

4 Who makes His jangels spirits,
His ministers a flame of fire.

5 You who laid the foundations of
the earth,

So that it should not be moved
forever,

6 You kcovered it with the deep
as with a garment;

The waters stood above the
mountains.

7 At Your rebuke they fled;
At the voice of Your thunder

they hastened away.
8 They went up over the

mountains;
They went down into the

valleys,
To the place which You

founded for them.
9 You have lset a boundary that

they may not pass over,
mThat they may not return to

cover the earth.
10 He sends the springs into the

valleys;
They flow among the hills.

11 They give drink to every beast
of the field;

The wild donkeys quench their
thirst.

12 By them the birds of the
heavens have their nhome;

They sing among the branches.
13 He owaters the hills from His

upper chambers;
The earth is satisfied with the

fruit of Your works.

9 aHe will not always strive with
us,

Nor will He keep His anger
forever.

10 He has not dealt with us
according to our sins,

Nor punished us according to
our iniquities.

11 For as the heavens are high
above the earth,

So great is His mercy toward
those who bfear Him;

12 As far as the east is from the
west,

So far has He cremoved our
transgressions dfrom us.

13 As a father pities his children,
eSo the LORD pities those who

fear Him.
14 For He knows our frame;

He remembers that we are
dust.

15 As for man, his days are like
fgrass;

As a flower of the field, so he
flourishes.

16 For the wind passes over it, and
it is gone,

And its place remembers it no
more.*

17 But the mercy of the LORD is
from everlasting to
everlasting

On those who fear Him,
And His righteousness to

children’s children,
18 To such as keep His covenant,

And to those who remember
His commandments to do
them.

19 The LORD has established His
throne in heaven,

And His kingdom rules over
gall.

20 Bless the LORD, you His hangels,
Who excel in strength, who do

His word,
Heeding the voice of His word.

21 Bless the LORD, all you His
hosts,

You ministers of His, who do
His pleasure.

22 Bless the LORD, all His works,
In all places of His dominion.

Bless the LORD, O my soul!
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14 He causes the grass to grow for
the cattle,

And vegetation for the service
of man,

That he may bring forth food
from the earth,

15 And awine that makes glad the
heart of man,

Oil to make his face shine,
And bread which strengthens

man’s heart.
16 The trees of the LORD are full of

sap,
The cedars of Lebanon which

He planted,
17 Where the birds make their

nests;
The stork has her home in the

fir trees.
18 The high hills are for the wild

goats;
The cliffs are a refuge for the

rock badgers.*

19 He bappointed the moon for
seasons;

The csun knows its going down.
20 You make ddarkness, and it is

night,
In which all the beasts of the

forest creep about.
21 The young elions roar after

their prey,
And seek their food from God.

22 When the sun rises, they gather
together

And lie down in their dens.
23 Man goes out to fhis work

And to his labor until the
evening.

24 O LORD, how gmanifold are
Your works!

In wisdom You have made
them all.

The earth is full of Your
hpossessions—

25 This great and wide sea,
In which are innumerable

teeming things,
Living things both small and

great.
26 There the ships sail about;

There is that Leviathan
Which You have made to play

there.
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27 iThese all wait for You,

That You may give them their
food in due season.

28 What You give them they
gather in;

You open Your hand, they are
filled with good.

29 You hide Your face, they are
troubled;

You take away their breath,
they die and jreturn to
their dust.

30 kYou send forth Your lSpirit,
they are created;

And You renew the face of the
earth.

31 May the glory of the LORD
endure forever;

May the LORD mrejoice in His
works.

32 He looks on the earth, and it
ntrembles;

He touches the hills, and they
smoke.

33 I will sing to the LORD as long
as I live;

I will sing praise to my God
while I have my being.

34 May my omeditation be sweet
to Him;

I will be glad in the LORD.
35 May sinners be consumed from

the earth,
And the wicked be no more.

Bless the LORD, O my soul!
Praise the LORD!

God’s faithfulness to Israel

105OH, pgive thanks to the
LORD!

Call upon His name;
qMake known His deeds among

the peoples!
2 Sing to Him, sing psalms to

Him;
Talk of all His wondrous works!

3 Glory in His holy name;
Let the hearts of those rejoice

who seek the LORD!
4 Seek the LORD and His strength;

rSeek His face evermore!
5 sRemember His marvelous

works which He has done,
*104:18 Or rock hyrax (compare Leviticus 11:5)

104:26 Leviathan. Perhaps the crocodile; Job 41:1.



The ruler of the people let him
go free.

21 He made him lord of his house,
And ruler of all his possessions,

22 To bind his princes at his
pleasure,

And teach his elders wisdom.
23 Israel also came into Egypt,

And Jacob dwelt in the land of
Ham.

24 He kincreased His people
greatly,

And made them stronger than
their enemies.

25 lHe turned their heart to hate
His people,

To deal craftily with His
servants.

26mHe sent Moses His servant,
And Aaron whom He had

chosen.
27 They nperformed His signs

among them,
And wonders in the land of

Ham.
28 He sent darkness, and made it

dark;
And they did not rebel against

His word.
29 He turned their waters into

oblood,
And killed their fish.

30 Their land abounded with
frogs,

Even in the chambers of their
kings.

31 He spoke, and there came
swarms of flies,

And lice in all their territory.
32 He gave them hail for rain,

And flaming fire in their land.
33 He struck their vines also, and

their fig trees,
And splintered the trees of

their territory.
34 He spoke, and locusts came,

Young locusts without number,
35 And ate up all the vegetation in

their land,
And devoured the fruit of their

ground.
36 He also destroyed all the

firstborn in their land,
The first of all their strength.

His wonders, and the
judgments of His mouth,

6 O seed of Abraham His servant,
You children of Jacob, His

chosen ones!
7 He is the LORD our God;

His a judgments are in all the
earth.

8 He bremembers His covenant
forever,

The word which He
commanded, for a
thousand generations,

9 The ccovenant which He made
with Abraham,

And His oath to Isaac,
10 And confirmed it to Jacob for a

statute,
To Israel as an everlasting

covenant,
11 Saying, d“To you I will give the

land of Canaan
As the allotment of your

inheritance,”
12 When they were efew in

number,
Indeed very few, and fstrangers

in it.
13 When they went from one

nation to another,
From one kingdom to another

people,
14 He gpermitted no one to do

them wrong;
Yes, He rebuked kings for their

sakes,
15 Saying, “Do not touch My

anointed ones,
And do My hprophets no

harm.”
16 Moreover He called for a

famine in the land;
He destroyed all the provision

of bread.
17 He sent a man before them—

Joseph—who was isold as a
slave.

18 They hurt his feet with fetters,
He was laid in irons.

19 Until the time that his word
jcame to pass,

The word of the LORD tested
him.

20 The king sent and released him,
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37 aHe also brought them out with
silver and gold,

And there was none feeble
among His tribes.

38 Egypt was glad when they
departed,

For the fear of them had fallen
upon them.

39 bHe spread a cloud for a covering,
And fire to give light in the

night.
40 The people asked, and He

brought quail,
And satisfied them with the

cbread of heaven.
41 He opened the rock, and water

gushed out;
It ran in the dry places like a

river.
42 For He remembered His holy

promise,
And Abraham His servant.

43 He brought out His people with
joy,

His dchosen ones with gladness.
44 He gave them the lands of the

Gentiles,
And they inherited the labor of

the nations,
45 That they might observe His

statutes
And keep His laws.

Praise the LORD!

Confession of Israel’s unfaithfulness

106PRAISE the LORD!

Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for
He is good!

For His mercy endures forever.
2 Who can utter the mighty acts

of the LORD?
Who can declare all His praise?

3 Blessed are those who ekeep
justice,

And he who does*

righteousness at all times!
4 Remember me, O LORD, with

the favor You have toward
Your fpeople.

Oh, visit me with Your salvation,
5 That I may see the benefit of

Your gchosen ones,
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106:4

f Israel (history):
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1:25. (Gen.
12:2; Rom.
11:26, note)

106:5

g Election (corpo-
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That I may rejoice in the

gladness of Your nation,
That I may glory with Your

inheritance.
6 hWe have sinned with our

fathers,
We have committed iniquity,
We have done wickedly.

7 Our fathers in Egypt did not
understand Your wonders;

They did not remember the
multitude of Your mercies,

But irebelled by the sea—the
Red Sea.

8 Nevertheless He saved them
jfor His name’s sake,

kThat He might make His
mighty power known.

9 lHe rebuked the Red Sea also,
and it dried up;

So He mled them through the
depths,

As through the wilderness.
10 He nsaved them from the hand

of him who hated them,
And oredeemed them from the

hand of the enemy.
11 The waters covered their

enemies;
There was not one of them left.

12 Then they believed His words;
They sang His praise.

13 They soon forgot His works;
They did not wait for His

counsel,
14 But lusted exceedingly in the

wilderness,
And ptested God in the desert.

15 And He gave them their
request,

But sent leanness into their
soul.

16 When they qenvied Moses in
the camp,

And Aaron the saint of the
LORD,

17 The rearth opened up and
swallowed Dathan,

And covered the faction of
Abiram.

18 A fire was kindled in their
company;

The flame burned up the
wicked.

*106:3 Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate
read those who do.

Dathan and Abriam: Men from the tribe of Reuben
who led a rebellion against Moses and Aaron.



33 Because they rebelled against
His Spirit,

So that he kspoke rashly with
his lips.

34 They did not ldestroy the
peoples,

Concerning whom the LORD
had commanded them,

35 But they mingled with the
Gentiles

And learned their works;
36 They served their idols,

Which became a snare to them.
37 They even sacrificed their sons

And their daughters to demons,
38 And shed innocent blood,

The blood of their sons and
daughters,

Whom they sacrificed to the
idols of Canaan;

And the land was polluted with
blood.

39 Thus they were defiled by their
own works,

And played the harlot by their
own deeds.

40 Therefore the wrath of the
LORD was kindled against
His people,

So that He abhorred His own
inheritance.

41 And He gave them into the
hand of the Gentiles,

And those who hated them
ruled over them.

42 Their enemies also oppressed
them,

And they were brought into
subjection under their hand.

43mMany times He delivered them;
But they rebelled in their

counsel,
And were brought low for their

iniquity.
44 Nevertheless He regarded their

affliction,
When He heard their cry;

45 And for their sake He
remembered His covenant,

And nrelented according to the
multitude of His mercies.

46 He also made them to be
opitied

By all those who carried them
away captive.

19 They amade a calf in Horeb,
And worshiped the molded

image.
20 Thus they bchanged their glory

Into the image of an ox that
eats grass.

21 They forgot God their Savior,
Who had done great things in

Egypt,
22 Wondrous works in the land of

Ham,
Awesome things by the Red Sea.

23 Therefore He said that He
would destroy them,

Had not Moses His chosen one
stood before Him in the
breach,

To turn away His wrath, lest He
destroy them.

24 Then they despised the
pleasant land;

They did not cbelieve His word,
25 But dcomplained in their tents,

And did not heed the voice of
the LORD.

26 eTherefore He raised up His hand
in an oath against them,

To overthrow them in the
wilderness,

27 To overthrow their descendants
among the nations,

And to fscatter them in the
lands.

28 They joined themselves also to
Baal of Peor,

And ate sacrifices made to the
dead.

29 Thus they provoked Him to
anger with their deeds,

And the plague broke out
among them.

30 gThen Phinehas stood up and
intervened,

And the plague was stopped.
31 And that was haccounted to

him for righteousness
To all generations forevermore.

32 iThey angered Him also at the
waters of strife,*

jSo that it went ill with Moses
on account of them;

106:33

k Cp. Matt. 26:69-
75

106:34

l Deut. 7:2,16;
Judg. 2:2

106:43

m Judg. 2:16; Neh.
9:27

106:45

n See Zech. 8:14,
note

106:46

o Ezra 9:9; Jer.
42:10-12

106:19

a Ex. 32:1-4

106:20

b Jer. 2:11; Rom.
1:23

106:24

c Heb. 3:18

106:25

d Num. 14:2,27

106:26

e Num. 14:28-30;
Ps. 95:11; Ezek.
20:15-16; Heb.
3:11,18

106:27

f Lev. 26:33; Ps.
44:11; Ezek.
20:23

106:30

g Num. 25:7-8

106:31

h Num. 25:11-13

106:32

i Num. 20:3-13;
Ps. 81:7

j Deut. 1:37; 3:26

820 PSALM 106:19–46
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Phinehas: serpent’s mouth. The grandson of Aaron the
priest. He killed an Israelite and the Moabite woman
he was with in order to stop a plague.



47 aSave us, O LORD our God,
And gather us from among the

Gentiles,
To give thanks to Your holy

name,
To triumph in Your praise.

48 bBlessed be the LORD God of
Israel

From everlasting to everlasting!
And let all the people say,

“Amen!”

Praise the LORD!

Book V, Psalms 107—150

God’s provision for the redeemed

107OH, cgive thanks to the
LORD, for He is good!

For His mercy endures forever.
2 Let the dredeemed of the LORD

say so,
Whom He has redeemed from

the hand of the enemy,
3 And egathered out of the lands,

From the east and from the west,
From the north and from the

south.
4 They fwandered in the

wilderness in a desolate
way;

They found no city to dwell in.
5 Hungry and thirsty,

Their soul fainted in them.
6 gThen they cried out to the LORD

in their trouble,
And He delivered them out of

their distresses.
7 And He led them forth by the

hright way,
That they might go to a city for

a dwelling place.
8 Oh, that men would give

thanks to the LORD for His
goodness,

And for His wonderful works to
the children of men!

9 iFor He satisfies the longing soul,
And fills the hungry soul with

goodness.
10 Those who sat in jdarkness and

in the shadow of death,
Bound in affliction and irons—

11 Because they krebelled against
the words of God,
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And despised the counsel of the

Most High,
12 Therefore He brought down

their heart with labor;
They fell down, and there was

none to help.
13 Then they cried out to the LORD

in their trouble,
And He saved them out of their

distresses.
14 He brought them out of darkness

and the shadow of death,
And lbroke their chains in

pieces.
15 Oh, that men would give

thanks to the LORD for His
goodness,

And for His wonderful works to
the children of men!

16 For He has broken the gates of
bronze,

And cut the bars of iron in two.
17 Fools, because of their

transgression,
And because of their iniquities,

were afflicted.
18 Their soul abhorred all manner

of food,
And they drew near to the

gates of death.
19 Then they cried out to the LORD

in their trouble,
And He saved them out of their

distresses.
20mHe sent His word and healed

them,
And delivered them from their

destructions.
21 Oh, that men would give

thanks to the LORD for His
goodness,

And for His wonderful works to
the children of men!

22 Let them nsacrifice the
sacrifices of thanksgiving,

And declare His works with
orejoicing.

23 Those who pgo down to the sea
in ships,

Who do business on great
waters,

24 They see the works of the LORD,
And His wonders in the deep.

25 For He commands and raises
the stormy wind,

107:25 raises. Literally makes to stand. Compare Jon. 1:4.



Through oppression, affliction,
and sorrow,

40 gHe pours contempt on princes,
And causes them to wander in

the wilderness where there
is no way;

41 hYet He sets the poor on high,
far from affliction,

And makes their families like a
flock.

42 The righteous see it and
rejoice,

And all iniquity stops its mouth.
43 iWhoever is wise will observe

these things,
And they will understand the

lovingkindness of the LORD.

Steadfast praise

A Song. A Psalm of David.

108O GOD, my heart is
steadfast;

I will sing and give praise, even
with my glory.

2 Awake, lute and harp!
I will awaken the dawn.

3 I will praise You, O LORD,
among the peoples,

And I will sing praises to You
among the nations.

4 For Your mercy is great above
the heavens,

And Your truth reaches to the
clouds.

5 Be exalted, O God, above the
heavens,

And Your glory above all the
earth;

6 That Your beloved may be
delivered,

Save with Your right hand, and
hear me.

7 God has spoken in His holiness:
“I will rejoice;

I will divide Shechem
And measure out the Valley of

Succoth.
8 Gilead is Mine; Manasseh is

Mine;
Ephraim also is the helmet for

My head;
j Judah is My lawgiver.

9 Moab is My washpot;

Which lifts up the waves of the
sea.

26 They mount up to the heavens,
They go down again to the

depths;
Their soul melts because of

trouble.
27 They reel to and fro, and

stagger like a drunken man,
And are at their wits’ end.

28 Then they cry out to the LORD
in their trouble,

And He brings them out of
their distresses.

29 aHe calms the storm,
So that its waves are still.

30 Then they are glad because
they are quiet;

So He guides them to their
desired haven.

31 Oh, that men would give
thanks to the LORD for His
goodness,

And for His wonderful works to
the children of men!

32 Let them exalt Him also in the
assembly of the people,

And praise Him in the company
of the elders.

33 bHe turns rivers into a
wilderness,

And the watersprings into dry
ground;

34 A fruitful land into cbarrenness,
For the wickedness of those

who dwell in it.
35 He dturns a wilderness into

pools of water,
And dry land into watersprings.

36 There He makes the hungry
dwell,

That they may establish a city
for a dwelling place,

37 And sow fields and plant
vineyards,

That they may yield a fruitful
harvest.

38 He also blesses them, and they
emultiply greatly;

And He does not let their cattle
fdecrease.

39 When they are diminished and
brought low
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Over Edom I will cast My shoe;
Over Philistia I will triumph.”

10 Who will bring me into the
strong city?

Who will lead me to Edom?
11 Is it not You, O God, who cast

us off?
And You, O God, who did not

go out with our armies?
12 Give us help from trouble,

For the help of man is useless.
13 aThrough God we will do

valiantly,
For it is He who shall tread

down our enemies.

A cry for vengeance and judgment

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

109DO not keep silent,
O God of my praise!

2 For the mouth of the wicked
and the mouth of the
deceitful

Have opened against me;
They have spoken against me

with a blying tongue.
3 They have also surrounded me

with words of hatred,
And fought against me cwithout

a cause.
4 In return for my love they are

my accusers,
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But I give myself to prayer.

5 Thus they have rewarded me
evil for good,

And hatred for my dlove.
6 eSet a fwicked man over him,

And let an gaccuser* stand at
his right hand.

7 When he is judged, let him be
found guilty,

And let his prayer become hsin.
8 Let his days be ifew,

And jlet another take his office.
9 Let his children be fatherless,

And his wife a widow.
10 Let his children continually be

kvagabonds, and beg;
Let them seek their bread* also

from their desolate places.
11 Let the creditor seize all that he

has,
And let strangers plunder his

labor.
12 Let there be none to extend

mercy to him,
Nor let there be any to favor

his fatherless children.
13 Let his posterity be cut off,

And in the generation following
let their name be lblotted
out.

14 Let the iniquity of his fathers
be remembered before the
LORD,

And let not the sin of his
mother be blotted out.

15 Let them be continually before
the LORD,

That He may cut off the memory
of them from the earth;

16 Because he did not remember
to show mercy,

But persecuted the poor and
needy man,

That he might even slay the
broken in heart.

17 As he loved cursing, so let it
come to him;

As he did not delight in blessing,
so let it be far from him.

18 As he clothed himself with
cursing as with his garment,

So let it enter his body like
mwater,

And like oil into his bones.
*109:6 Hebrew satan *109:10 Following
Masoretic Text and Targum; Septuagint and Vulgate
read be cast out.

THE IMPRECATORY PSALMS

The Imprecatory Psalms (Ps. 35; 52; 55; 58; 59; 79; 109;
137) are cries to God to avenge. Believers in the Word
of God explain such invocations of God’s vengeance ei-
ther (1) on the basis of the progressiveness of revelation
(in which such prayers were part of Israel’s life prior to
the giving of God’s full and final revelation), or (2) by
calling attention to such matters as (a) vengeance is
placed in God’s hands, not the psalmist’s (compare
Deut. 32:35); (b) it is true that unrepentant and unbe-
lieving sinners must face the terrifying punishment of
God; (c) ultimately, it is the honor of God which is at
stake, the righteousness of God which must be vindicat-
ed (compare Ps. 139:21–22); and (d) the righteous
indignation of those who love God is justifiable against
injustice, malevolence, lawlessness, and especially
against apathy toward or rebellion against Him. God’s
servants await the day when righteousness will be re-
warded and unrighteousness will be punished—in short,
the day of the vindication of the moral nature of God
(Ps. 72:1–9; Hab. 2:14; Luke 18:7–8; 1 Cor. 15:25–28;
2 Thess. 1:7–10; Rev. 11:17–18; 15:3–4; 19:5–7).



30 I will greatly praise the LORD
with my mouth;

Yes, I will praise Him among
the cmultitude.

31 For He shall stand at the right
hand of the poor,

To save him from those who
condemn him.

The psalm of the King-Priest

A Psalm of David.

110THE dLORD said to my
dLord,

“Sit at My right hand,
eTill I make Your enemies Your

f footstool.”
2 The LORD shall send the rod of

Your strength gout of Zion.
hRule in the midst of Your

enemies!
3 Your people shall be volunteers

In the day of Your power;
In the beauties of holiness, from

the womb of the morning,
You have the dew of Your youth.

4 The LORD has sworn
And will not irelent,

“You are a jpriest forever
According to the order of

kMelchizedek.”
5 The Lord is at Your right hand;

He shall execute kings in the
day of His wrath.

6 He shall judge among the
nations,

He shall fill the places with
dead bodies,

He shall execute the heads of
many countries.

7 He shall drink of the brook by
the wayside;

Therefore He shall lift up the
head.

19 Let it be to him like the
garment which covers him,

And for a belt with which he
girds himself continually.

20 Let this be the LORD’S areward
to my accusers,

And to those who speak evil
against my person.

21 But You, O GOD the Lord,
Deal with me for Your name’s

sake;
Because Your mercy is good,

deliver me.
22 For I am poor and needy,

And my heart is wounded
within me.

23 I am gone like a shadow when
it lengthens;

I am shaken off like a locust.
24 My knees are weak through

fasting,
And my flesh is feeble from

lack of fatness.
25 I also have become a reproach

to them;
When they look at me, they

bshake their heads.
26 Help me, O LORD my God!

Oh, save me according to Your
mercy,

27 That they may know that this is
Your hand—

That You, LORD, have done it!
28 Let them curse, but You bless;

When they arise, let them be
ashamed,

But let Your servant rejoice.
29 Let my accusers be clothed

with shame,
And let them cover themselves

with their own disgrace as
with a mantle.
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110:1 The importance of the 110th Psalm is attested by
the remarkable prominence given to it in the NT.

(1) It affirms the Deity of Jesus, thus answering those
who deny the full divine meaning of His NT title of Lord (v.
1; Matt. 22:41–45; Mark 12:35–37; Luke 20:41–44; Acts
2:34–35; Heb. 1:13; 10:12–13).

(2) It announces the eternal priesthood of Messiah—one of
the most important statements of Scripture (v. 4; Gen. 14:18,
note; John 14:6; 1 Tim. 2:5–6; Heb. 5:6, note; 7:1–28).

(3) Historically, Ps. 110 begins with the ascension of
Christ (v. 1; John 20:17; Acts 7:56; Rev. 3:21). And

(4) prophetically, it looks forward (a) to the time when
Christ will appear as the Rod of the LORD’s strength, the

Deliverer out of Zion (Rom. 11:25–27), and to the conver-
sion of Israel (v. 3; Joel 2:27; Zech. 13:9; see Deut. 30:1–9,
and note at v. 3); and (b) to the judgment upon the Gentile
powers which precedes the setting up of the kingdom (vv.
5–6; Joel 3:9–17; Zech. 14:1–4; Rev. 19:11–21). See Ar-
mageddon (Rev. 16:16; 19:17, note); Israel (Gen. 12:2–3;
Rom. 11:26, note); Kingdom (Zech. 12:8, and 1 Cor.
15:24, notes). See Ps. 118, last Messianic Psalm.

Melchizedek: king of righteousness. The priest-king of
Salem (Jerusalem) who blessed Abraham. The writer
of the book of Hebrews stated that Melchizedek was a
type of Christ.



Praise for God’s wonderful works

111PRAISE the LORD!

I will praise the LORD with my
whole heart,

In the assembly of the upright
and in the congregation.

2 The works of the LORD are great,
Studied by all who have

pleasure in them.
3 His work is honorable and

glorious,
And His righteousness endures

forever.
4 He has made His wonderful

works to be remembered;
The LORD is gracious and full of

compassion.
5 He has given food to those who

afear Him;
He will ever be mindful of His

covenant.
6 He has declared to His people

the power of His works,
In giving them the heritage of

the nations.
7 The works of His hands are

verity and justice;
All His precepts are sure.

8 They stand fast forever and ever,
And are done in truth and

uprightness.
9 He has sent bredemption to His

people;
He has commanded His

covenant forever:
Holy and awesome is His name.

10 The cfear of the LORD is the
dbeginning of wisdom;

A good understanding have all
those who do His
commandments.

His praise endures forever.

Blessings of the God-fearing man

112PRAISE the LORD!

eBlessed is the man who fears
the LORD,

Who delights greatly in His
commandments.

112:2

f Ps. 25:13;
37:26; 102:28

112:4

g Job 11:17; Ps.
97:11

112:5

h Ps. 37:26; Luke
6:35

i Eph. 5:15; Col.
4:5

112:6

j Prov. 10:7

112:7

k Prov. 1:33

l See Ps. 2:12,
note

112:8

m Heb. 13:9

112:9

n 2 Cor. 9:9

113:2

o Dan. 2:20

113:3

p Is. 59:19; Mal.
1:11

111:5

a See Ps. 19:9,
note

111:9

b See Ex. 6:6, note

111:10

c See Ps. 19:9,
note

d Prov. 1:7

112:1

e Ps. 128:1

PSALMS 111:1—113:3 825
2 His fdescendants will be mighty

on earth;
The generation of the upright

will be blessed.
3 Wealth and riches will be in his

house,
And his righteousness endures

forever.
4 gUnto the upright there arises

light in the darkness;
He is gracious, and full of

compassion, and righteous.
5 A good man deals graciously

and hlends;
He will guide his affairs iwith

discretion.
6 Surely he will never be shaken;

The jrighteous will be in
everlasting remembrance.

7 kHe will not be afraid of evil
tidings;

His heart is steadfast, ltrusting
in the LORD.

8 His mheart is established;
He will not be afraid,
Until he sees his desire upon

his enemies.
9 He has ndispersed abroad,

He has given to the poor;
His righteousness endures

forever;
His horn will be exalted with

honor.
10 The wicked will see it and be

grieved;
He will gnash his teeth and

melt away;
The desire of the wicked shall

perish.

God’s continual praise

113PRAISE the LORD!

Praise, O servants of the LORD,
Praise the name of the LORD!

2 oBlessed be the name of the
LORD

From this time forth and
forevermore!

3 pFrom the rising of the sun to its
going down

The LORD’S name is to be
praised.

112:9 horn. The words “horn” and “horns” (OT, qeren;
NT keras) are used in Scripture both literally and figura-
tively. In the latter sense at least three meanings appear:

(1) strength in general (Deut. 33:17); (2) arrogant pride (Ps.
75:4–5); and (3) political and military power (Dan.
8:20–21).



At the presence of the God of
Jacob,

8 kWho turned the rock into a
pool of water,

The flint into a fountain of
waters.

To God alone be the glory

115 lNOT unto us, O LORD,
not unto us,

But to Your name give glory,
Because of Your mercy,
Because of Your truth.

2 Why should the Gentiles say,
“So where is their God?”

3 But our mGod is in heaven;
He does whatever He pleases.

4 nTheir idols are silver and gold,
The work of men’s hands.

5 They have mouths, but they do
not speak;

Eyes they have, but they do not
see;

6 They have ears, but they do not
hear;

Noses they have, but they do
not smell;

7 They have hands, but they do
not handle;

Feet they have, but they do not
walk;

Nor do they mutter through
their throat.

8 Those who make them are like
them;

So is everyone who trusts in
them.

9 O Israel, trust in the LORD;
He is their help and their shield.

10 O house of Aaron, trust in the
LORD;

He is their help and their shield.
11 You who ofear the LORD, ptrust

in the LORD;
He is their help and their shield.

12 The LORD has been mindful of
us;

He will bless us;

4 The LORD is high above all
nations,

His aglory above the heavens.
5 Who is like the LORD our God,

Who dwells on bhigh,
6 Who humbles Himself to behold

The things that are in the
heavens and in the earth?

7 He craises the poor out of the
dust,

And lifts the dneedy out of the
ash heap,

8 That He may eseat him with
princes—

With the princes of His people.
9 He grants the barren woman a

home,
Like a joyful mother of children.

Praise the LORD!

In praise of the Exodus

114WHEN Israel went out of
Egypt,

The house of Jacob from a
people of fstrange
language,

2 g Judah became His sanctuary,
And Israel His dominion.

3 The sea hsaw it and fled;
i Jordan turned back.

4 The mountains skipped like
rams,

The little hills like lambs.
5 jWhat ails you, O sea, that you

fled?
O Jordan, that you turned back?

6 O mountains, that you skipped
like rams?

O little hills, like lambs?
7 Tremble, O earth, at the

presence of the Lord,

114:8

k Ex. 17:6; Num.
20:11; Ps.
107:35

115:1

l Is. 48:11; Ezek.
36:32

115:3

m Ps. 103:19;
135:6; Dan.
4:35

115:4

n vv. 4-8; cp. Ps.
135:15-18

115:11

o See Ps. 19:9,
note

p See Ps. 2:12,
note

113:4

a Ps. 8:1

113:5

b Ps. 11:4; 138:6;
Is. 57:15

113:7

c 1 Sam. 2:8; Ps.
107:41

d Ps. 72:12

113:8

e Job 36:7

114:1

f Ps. 81:5

114:2

g Ex. 6:7; 19:6;
25:8; 29:45-46;
Deut. 27:9

114:3

h Ex. 14:21; Ps.
77:16

i v. 5; Josh. 3:13-
16

114:5

j Hab. 3:8

826 PSALMS 113:4—115:12

115:9 trust. Trust is the characteristic OT word for the
NT “faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the OT,
and is the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to take
refuge (Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps. 22:8).

Aaron: light. Moses’ brother who helped Moses speak
in the presence of Pharaoh. He became the first high
priest of Israel.

THE HALLELUJAH PSALMS

The Hallelujah Psalms are the following: Ps. 104—106;
111—113; 115—117; 135; 146—150. Of these, Ps.
135—136 and 146—150 were used in daily synagogue
worship. Psalms 113—118 were called the Egyptian Hal-
lel and were used in connection with the feasts of
Passover, Pentecost, Tabernacles, and Dedication. At the
Passover celebration the earlier portion of these Psalms
was sung before the feast; Ps. 115—118 (the Great Hal-
lel) were sung after the last cup (compare Matt. 26:30).
Alleluia, the Greek form of the Hebrew Hallelujah, is di-
rectly transferred to the English text in Rev. 19:1,3,4,6.



He will bless the house of Israel;
He will bless the house of

Aaron.
13 He will abless those who bfear

the LORD,
Both small and great.

14 May the LORD give you increase
more and more,

You and your children.
15 May you be blessed by the LORD,

Who made heaven and earth.
16 The heaven, even the heavens,

are the LORD’S;
But the earth He has given to

the children of men.
17 The cdead do not praise the

LORD,
Nor any who go down into

silence.
18 But we will bless the LORD

From this time forth and
forevermore.

Praise the LORD!

The gratitude of the redeemed

116I LOVE the LORD,
because He has heard

My voice and my supplications.
2 Because He has inclined His ear

to me,
Therefore I will call upon Him

as long as I live.
3 The dpains of death surrounded

me,
And the pangs of eSheol laid

hold of me;
I found trouble and sorrow.

4 Then I called upon the name of
the LORD:

“O LORD, I implore You, deliver
my soul!”

5 Gracious is the LORD, and
frighteous;

Yes, our God is merciful.
6 The LORD preserves the simple;

I was brought low, and He
saved me.

7 gReturn to your rest, O my soul,
For the LORD has hdealt

bountifully with you.
8 iFor You have delivered my soul

from death,
My eyes from tears,

116:10

j 2 Cor. 4:13

116:15

k Rev. 14:13; cp.
Ps. 72:14

116:17

l Lev. 7:12; Ps.
50:14; 107:22

117:1

m Rom. 15:11

118:1

n Ps. 136:1-26

115:13

a Ps. 128:1,4

b See Ps. 19:9,
note

115:17

c See Eccl. 9:10,
note

116:3

d Ps. 18:4-6

e See Hab. 2:5,
note; cp. Luke
16:23, note

116:5

f Ezra 9:15; Neh.
9:8; Ps.
119:137;
145:17

116:7

g Cp. Jer. 6:16;
Matt. 11:29

h Ps. 13:6; 119:17

116:8

i Ps. 56:13
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And my feet from falling.

9 I will walk before the LORD
In the land of the living.

10 j I believed, therefore I spoke,
“I am greatly afflicted.”

11 I said in my haste,
“All men are liars.”

12 What shall I render to the LORD
For all His benefits toward me?

13 I will take up the cup of
salvation,

And call upon the name of the
LORD.

14 I will pay my vows to the LORD
Now in the presence of all His

people.
15 kPrecious in the sight of the LORD

Is the death of His saints.
16 O LORD, truly I am Your servant;

I am Your servant, the son of
Your maidservant;

You have loosed my bonds.
17 I will offer to You the lsacrifice

of thanksgiving,
And will call upon the name of

the LORD.
18 I will pay my vows to the LORD

Now in the presence of all His
people,

19 In the courts of the LORD’S
house,

In the midst of you, 
O Jerusalem.

Praise the LORD!

The universal praise of God

117mPRAISE the LORD, all
you Gentiles!

Laud Him, all you peoples!
2 For His merciful kindness is

great toward us,
And the truth of the LORD

endures forever.

Praise the LORD!

The lovingkindness of the LORD

118OH, give thanks to the
LORD, for He is good!

nFor His mercy endures forever.
2 Let Israel now say,
“His mercy endures forever.”

116:3 laid hold of me. Literally found me.



And declare the works of the
LORD.

18 The LORD jhas chastened me
severely,

But He has not given me over
to death.

19 kOpen to me the gates of
righteousness;

I will go through them,
And I will praise the LORD.

20 This is the gate of the LORD,
lThrough which the righteous

shall enter.
21 I will praise You,

For You have answered me,
And have become my salvation.

22 The mstone which the builders
rejected

Has become the chief
cornerstone.

23 This was the LORD’S doing;
It is marvelous in our eyes.

3 Let the house of Aaron now
say,

“His mercy endures forever.”
4 Let those who afear the LORD

now say,
“His mercy endures forever.”

5 I called on the LORD in distress;
The LORD answered me and set

me in a broad place.
6 The bLORD is on my side;

I will not fear.
What can man do to me?

7 The LORD is for me among
those who help me;

Therefore I shall see my desire
on those who hate me.

8 It is better to trust in the LORD
Than to put confidence in cman.

9 It is better to dtrust in the LORD
Than to put confidence in

princes.
10 All nations surrounded me,

But in the name of the LORD I
will destroy them.

11 eThey surrounded me,
Yes, they surrounded me;
But in the name of the LORD I

will destroy them.
12 They surrounded me like fbees;

They were quenched glike a
fire of thorns;

For in the name of the LORD I
will destroy them.

13 You pushed me violently, that I
might fall,

But the LORD helped me.
14 The hLORD is my strength and

song,
And He has become my

salvation.
15 The voice of rejoicing and

salvation
Is in the tents of the righteous;
The right hand of the LORD

does valiantly.
16 The right hand of the LORD is

exalted;
The right hand of the LORD

does valiantly.
17 I shall inot die, but live,

118:18

j 2 Cor. 6:9

118:19

k Is. 26:2; cp. Ps.
24:7

118:20

l Is. 35:8; Rev.
21:27; 22:14-15

118:22

m Christ (Stone): v.
22; Is. 8:14.
(Gen. 49:24;
1 Pet. 2:8, note)

118:4

a See Ps. 19:9,
note

118:6

b Ps. 56:9; Rom.
8:31; Heb. 13:6

118:8

c Cp. 2 Chr. 32:7-
8; Is. 31:1-3

118:9

d See Ps. 2:12,
note

118:11

e Ps. 88:17

118:12

f Cp. Deut. 1:44

g Cp. Nah. 1:10

118:14

h Ex. 15:2; Is.
12:2

118:17

i Ps. 116:8-9; cp.
Ps. 6:5; Hab.
1:12
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118:22 stone which the builders rejected. See Christ
(as Stone or Rock), Gen. 49:24; Ex. 17:6, note; 1 Pet. 2:8,
note. Ps. 118 looks beyond the rejection of the Stone
(Christ) to His final exaltation in the kingdom (v. 22).

118:23 This was the LORD’s doing. Lit. This is from the
LORD.

118:29 THE MESSIANIC PSALMS,
SUMMARY

That the Psalms contain a testimony to Christ, our Lord
Himself affirmed (Luke 24:44, etc.), and the NT quota-
tions from the Psalter point unerringly to those Psalms
which have the Messianic character. A similar spiritual
and prophetic character identifies others. See Ps. 2:1,
note.

(1) Christ is seen in the Psalms in two general atti-
tudes: as suffering (e.g. Ps. 22), and as entering into His
kingdom glory (e.g. Ps. 2 and 24. Compare Luke
24:25–27).

(2) Christ is seen in His Person as (a) Son of God (Ps.
2:7), and very God (Ps. 45:6–7; 102:25; 110:1); (b) Son
of man (Ps. 8:4–6); and (c) Son of David (Ps.
89:3–4,27,29).

(3) Christ is seen in His offices as (a) Prophet (Ps.
22:22,25; 40:9–10); (b) Priest (Ps. 110:4); and (c) King
(e.g. Ps. 2 and 24).

(4) Christ is seen in His varied work. As Priest He of-
fers Himself in sacrifice (Ps. 22; 40:6–8, with Heb.
10:5–12), and, in resurrection, as the Priest-Shepherd,
ever living to make intercession (Ps. 23, with Heb.
7:21–25; 13:20). As Prophet He proclaims the name of
the LORD as Father (Ps. 22:22, with John 20:17). As King
He fulfills the Davidic Covenant (Ps. 89) and restores
alike the dominion of man over creation (Ps. 8:4–8;
Rom. 8:17–21) and of the Father over all (1 Cor.
15:25–28).

(5) The Messianic Psalms give also the inner
thoughts, the exercises of soul, of Christ in His earthly
experiences (e.g. Ps. 16:8–11; 22:1–21; 40:1–17).



24 This is the day the LORD has
made;

We will rejoice and be glad in it.
25 Save now, I pray, O LORD;

O LORD, I pray, send now
prosperity.

26 aBlessed is he who comes in the
name of the LORD!

We have blessed you from the
house of the LORD.

27 God is the LORD,
And He has given us light;
Bind the sacrifice with cords to

the horns of the altar.
28 You are my God, and I will

praise You;
You are my God, I will exalt You.

29 Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for
He is good!

For His mercy endures forever.

In praise of God’s Word

a ALEPH

119BLESSED are the
undefiled in the way,

Who walk in the blaw of the
LORD!

2 Blessed are those who keep His
testimonies,

Who seek Him with the cwhole
heart!

3 dThey also do no iniquity;
They walk in His ways.

4 You have commanded us
To keep Your precepts diligently.

5 Oh, that my ways were directed
To keep Your statutes!

6 Then I would not be ashamed,
When I look into all Your

commandments.
7 I will praise You with

uprightness of heart,
When I learn Your righteous

judgments.
8 I will keep Your statutes;

Oh, do not forsake me utterly!

119:10

e Cp. 2 Chr.
15:15118:26

a Matt. 21:9;
23:39; Mark
11:9; Luke
13:35; 19:38;
John 12:13

119:1

b Law (of Moses):
vv. 1-176; Is.
1:10. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

119:2

c Deut. 6:5;
10:12; 11:13;
13:3

119:3

d 1 John 3:9; 5:18
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b BETH

9 How can a young man cleanse
his way?

By taking heed according to
Your word.

10 eWith my whole heart I have
sought You;

Oh, let me not wander from
Your commandments!

11 Your word I have hidden in my
heart,

That I might not sin against
You.

12 Blessed are You, O LORD!
Teach me Your statutes.

13 With my lips I have 
declared

All the judgments of Your
mouth.

14 I have rejoiced in the way of
Your testimonies,

As much as in all riches.
15 I will meditate on Your

precepts,
And contemplate Your ways.

16 I will delight myself in Your
statutes;

I will not forget Your word.

119:1 ALEPH. Psalm 119 is an acrostic poem and is the
most elaborate of the alphabetical Psalms (Ps. 9; 10; 25;
34; 37; 111; 112; 119; 145). It is divided into twenty-two
sections corresponding to the twenty-two letters of the He-
brew alphabet. The eight verses of each section begin with
the same letter, in the proper sequence of the alphabet as
designated at the head of each section. For example, each
of the first eight verses begins with ALEPH; each of the next
eight with BETH; etc. Similar acrostics are found in Prov.
31:10–31; Lam. 1—4.

119:1 PSALM 119: 
LOVE FOR GOD’S LAW

This Psalm, born of love for the law of God, extols
the beauties and excellences of the written Word of
God in a way found nowhere else in the Bible. God’s
Word is treated under these designations: (1) law, v. 1;
(2) testimonies, v. 2; (3) precepts, v. 4; (4) statutes, 
v. 5; (5) commandments, v. 6; and (6) judgments, v. 7;
(7) word(s), v. 9; (8) ordinances, v. 43. “Judgments”
and “ordinances” are translations of the same Hebrew
word. Only vv. 90,121,122, and 132 do not give a syn-
onym for the law.

The shades of meaning in the words employed are as
follows: “Law” is primarily instruction or teaching, legal
pronouncements, rules of divine administration, then
all of God’s revelation for life. “Word” is speech or ut-
terance, a general word for the disclosure of God’s will.
“Ordinances” (also “judgments”) refer to legal pro-
nouncements, rules of divine administration. “Com-
mandments” are authoritative orders used as religious
principles. “Precepts” relate to man’s moral obligations
as enjoined by God. “Testimonies” indicate God’s own
declarations concerning His nature and purpose. “Stat-
utes” refer elsewhere to civil and religious appoint-
ments of the Mosaic law. The word “way” is used as a
synonym for all of these terms.



h HE

33 Teach me, O LORD, the way of
Your statutes,

And I shall keep it to the end.
34 iGive me understanding, and I

shall keep Your law;
Indeed, I shall observe it with

my whole heart.
35 Make me walk in the path of

Your commandments,
For I delight in it.

36 Incline my heart to Your
testimonies,

And not to jcovetousness.
37 Turn away my eyes from

looking at worthless things,
And krevive me in Your way.*

38 lEstablish Your word to Your
servant,

Who is devoted to mfearing You.
39 Turn away my reproach which I

dread,
For Your judgments are good.

40 Behold, I long for Your
precepts;

Revive me in Your
righteousness.

w WAW

41 Let Your mercies come also to
me, O LORD—

Your salvation according to
Your word.

42 So shall I have an answer for
him who reproaches me,

For I ntrust in Your word.
43 And take not the word of truth

utterly out of my mouth,
For I have hoped in Your

ordinances.
44 So shall I keep Your law

continually,
Forever and ever.

45 And I will walk at oliberty,
For I seek Your precepts.

46 p I will speak of Your testimonies
also before kings,

And will not be ashamed.
47 And I will delight myself in

Your commandments,
Which I love.

48 My hands also I will lift up to
Your commandments,

Which I love,

g GIMEL

17 aDeal bountifully with Your
servant,

That I may live and keep Your
word.

18 Open my eyes, that I may see
Wondrous things from Your

law.
19 I am a bstranger in the earth;

Do not hide Your
commandments from me.

20 My soul breaks with longing
For Your judgments at all times.

21 You rebuke the proud—the
cursed,

Who stray from Your
commandments.

22 cRemove from me reproach and
contempt,

For I have kept Your
testimonies.

23 Princes also sit and speak
against me,

But Your servant meditates on
Your statutes.

24 Your testimonies also are my
delight

And my counselors.
d DALETH

25 My soul dclings to the dust;
eRevive me according to Your

word.
26 I have declared my ways, and

You answered me;
Teach me Your statutes.

27 Make me understand the way
of Your precepts;

fSo shall I meditate on Your
wonderful works.

28 My soul melts from heaviness;
gStrengthen me according to

Your word.
29 Remove from me the way of

lying,
And grant me Your law

graciously.
30 I have chosen the way of truth;

Your judgments I have laid
before me.

31 I cling to Your testimonies;
O LORD, do not put me to

shame!
32 I will run the course of Your

commandments,
For You shall henlarge my heart.

119:34

i v. 73; Prov. 2:6;
James 1:5

119:36

j Ezek. 33:31;
Mark 7:21-22;
1 Tim. 6:10;
Heb. 13:5

119:37

k Ps. 143:11

119:38

l Cp. 2 Sam. 7:25

m See Ps. 19:9,
note

119:42

n See Ps. 2:12,
note

119:45

o Prov. 4:12

119:46

p Ps. 138:1; cp.
Matt. 10:18-19;
Acts 26:1-29

119:17

a Ps. 116:7

119:19

b 1 Chr. 29:15;
Ps. 39:12; Heb.
11:13; cp.
2 Cor. 5:6

119:22

c Ps. 39:8

119:25

d Ps. 44:25

e Ps. 143:11

119:27

f Ps. 145:5-6

119:28

g Cp. 1 Pet. 5:10

119:32

h Cp. 1 Kin. 4:29;
Is. 60:5; 2 Cor.
6:11

830 PSALM 119:17–48

*119:37 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and
Vulgate; Targum reads Your words.

119:28 melts. Literally drops.



And I will meditate on Your
statutes.

z ZAYIN
49 Remember the word to Your

servant,
Upon which You have caused

me to hope.
50 This is my comfort in my

affliction,
For Your word has agiven me

life.
51 The proud have me in great

derision,
Yet I do not turn aside from

Your law.
52 I remembered Your b judgments

of old, O LORD,
And have comforted myself.

53 c Indignation has taken hold of
me

Because of the wicked, who
forsake Your law.

54 Your statutes have been my
songs

In the house of my pilgrimage.
55 I remember Your name in the

night, O LORD,
And I keep Your law.

56 This has become mine,
Because I kept Your precepts.

j HETH
57 dYou are my portion, O LORD;

I have said that I would keep
Your words.

58 I entreated Your favor with my
whole heart;

Be merciful to me according to
Your word.

59 I ethought about my ways,
And turned my feet to Your

testimonies.
60 I made haste, and did not delay

To keep Your commandments.
61 The cords of the wicked have

bound me,
But I have not forgotten Your

law.
62 At midnight I will rise to give

thanks to You,
Because of Your righteous

f judgments.
63 I am a companion of all who

gfear You,
And of those who keep Your

precepts.
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64 The earth, O LORD, is full of

Your mercy;
Teach me Your statutes.

f TETH
65 You have dealt well with Your

servant,
O LORD, according to Your word.

66 Teach me good judgment and
hknowledge,

For I believe Your
commandments.

67 Before I was iafflicted I went
astray,

But now I keep Your word.
68 You are good, and do good;

Teach me Your statutes.
69 The proud have forged a lie

against me,
But I will keep Your precepts

with my whole heart.
70 Their heart is as fat as grease,

But I delight in Your law.
71 It is good for me that I have

been afflicted,
That I may learn Your statutes.

72 The law of Your mouth is better
to me

Than thousands of coins of gold
and silver.

y YOD
73 Your hands have made me and

jfashioned me;
Give me understanding, that I

may learn Your
commandments.

74 Those who kfear You will be
lglad when they see me,

Because I have hoped in Your
word.

75 I know, O LORD, that Your
judgments are right,

And mthat in faithfulness You
have afflicted me.

76 Let, I pray, Your merciful
kindness be for my comfort,

According to Your word to Your
servant.

77 Let Your tender mercies come
to me, that I may live;

For Your law is my ndelight.
78 Let the proud be ashamed,

For they treated me wrongfully
with falsehood;

But I will meditate on Your
precepts.

119:58 favor. Literally face.



94 I am Yours, save me;
For I have sought Your precepts.

95 The wicked wait for me to
destroy me,

But I will consider Your
testimonies.

96 I have seen the consummation
of all perfection,

But Your commandment is
exceedingly broad.

m MEM
97 Oh, how I love Your law!

g It is my meditation all the day.
98 You, through Your

commandments, make me
hwiser than my enemies;

For they are ever with me.
99 I have more understanding

than all my teachers,
For Your itestimonies are my

meditation.
100 I understand more than the

jancients,
Because I keep Your precepts.

101 I have krestrained my feet from
every evil way,

That I may keep Your word.
102 I have not departed from Your

l judgments,
For You Yourself have taught

me.
103 How sweet are Your words to

my taste,
Sweeter than honey to my

mouth!
104 Through Your precepts I get

understanding;
Therefore I hate every false way.

n NUN
105 Your word is a mlamp to my

feet
And a light to my path.

106 I have nsworn and confirmed
That I will keep Your righteous

o judgments.
107 I am afflicted very much;

Revive me, O LORD, according
to Your word.

108 Accept, I pray, the pfreewill
offerings of my mouth, 
O LORD,

And teach me Your qjudgments.
109 My life is continually in my

hand,
Yet I do not forget Your law.

110 The wicked have laid a snare
for me,

79 Let those who fear You turn to
me,

Those who know Your
testimonies.

80 Let my heart be blameless
regarding Your statutes,

That I may not be ashamed.
k KAPH

81 aMy soul faints for Your
salvation,

But I hope in Your word.
82 My eyes fail from searching

Your word,
Saying, “When will You

comfort me?”
83 For I have become like a

bwineskin in smoke,
Yet I do not forget Your

statutes.
84 How many are the days of Your

servant?
cWhen will You execute

judgment on those who
persecute me?

85 The proud have dug pits for me,
Which is not according to Your

law.
86 All Your commandments are

faithful;
They dpersecute me wrongfully;
Help me!

87 They almost made an end of me
on earth,

But I did not forsake Your
precepts.

88 Revive me according to Your
lovingkindness,

So that I may keep the
testimony of Your mouth.

l LAMED
89 eForever, O LORD,

Your word is settled in heaven.
90 Your faithfulness endures to all

generations;
You established the earth, and

it abides.
91 They continue this day

according to Your
ordinances,

For all are Your servants.
92 Unless Your law had been my

delight,
I would then have perished in

my affliction.
93 I will never forget Your precepts,

For by them You have fgiven
me life.
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Yet I have not strayed from
Your precepts.

111 aYour testimonies I have taken
as a heritage forever,

For they are the rejoicing of
my heart.

112 I have inclined my heart to
perform Your statutes

Forever, to the very end.
s SAMEK

113 I hate the double-minded,
But I love Your law.

114 You are my bhiding place and
my shield;

I hope in Your word.
115 cDepart from me, you evildoers,

For I will keep the
commandments of my God!

116 Uphold me according to Your
word, that I may live;

And do not let me be
dashamed of my hope.

117 Hold me up, and I shall be safe,
And I shall observe Your

statutes continually.
118 You reject all those who stray

from Your statutes,
For their deceit is falsehood.

119 You put away all the wicked of
the earth elike dross;

Therefore I love Your
testimonies.

120 fMy flesh trembles for fear of
You,

And I am afraid of Your
judgments.

[ AYIN
121 I have done justice and

righteousness;
Do not leave me to my

oppressors.
122 Be surety for Your servant for

good;
Do not let the proud oppress

me.
123 My eyes fail from seeking Your

salvation
And Your righteous word.

124 Deal with Your servant
according to Your mercy,

And gteach me Your statutes.
125 I am Your servant;

Give me understanding,
That I may know Your

testimonies.
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126 It is time for You to act, O LORD,

For they have regarded Your
law as void.

127 Therefore I love Your
commandments

More than gold, yes, than fine
gold!

128 Therefore all Your precepts
concerning all things

I consider to be right;
I hate every false way.

p PE

129 Your testimonies are wonderful;
Therefore my soul keeps them.

130 The entrance of Your words
gives hlight;

It gives understanding to the
isimple.

131 I opened my mouth and
jpanted,

For I longed for Your
commandments.

132 kLook upon me and be lmerciful
to me,

As Your custom is toward those
who love Your name.

133 Direct my steps by Your word,
And let no iniquity have

mdominion over me.
134 nRedeem me from the

oppression of man,
That I may keep Your precepts.

135 oMake Your face shine upon
Your servant,

And teach me Your statutes.
136 Rivers of water run down from

pmy eyes,
Because men do not keep Your

law.
x TSADDE

137 Righteous are You, O LORD,
And upright are Your

judgments.
138 Your testimonies, which You

have commanded,
Are righteous and very faithful.

139 My zeal has consumed me,
Because my enemies have

forgotten Your words.
140 Your word is very pure;

Therefore Your servant loves it.
141 I am small and despised,

Yet I do not forget Your
precepts.

119:140 pure. Literally tried or refined.



Yet I do not jturn from Your
testimonies.

158 I see the treacherous, and am
disgusted,

Because they do not keep Your
word.

159 Consider how I love Your
precepts;

kRevive me, O LORD, according
to Your lovingkindness.

160 The entirety of Your word is
truth,

And every one of Your
righteous judgments
endures forever.

` SHIN
161 lPrinces persecute me without

a cause,
But my heart stands in awe of

Your word.
162 I rejoice at Your word

As one who finds great
treasure.

163 I hate and abhor lying,
But I love Your law.

164 Seven times a day I praise You,
Because of Your righteous

judgments.
165mGreat peace have those who

love Your law,
And nothing causes them to

stumble.
166 LORD, I hope for Your

nsalvation,
And I do Your commandments.

167 My soul keeps Your
testimonies,

And I love them exceedingly.
168 I keep Your precepts and Your

testimonies,
For all my ways are before You.

t TAU
169 Let my cry come before You, 

O LORD;
oGive me understanding

according to Your word.
170 Let my supplication come

before You;
Deliver me according to Your

word.
171 My lips shall utter praise,

For You teach me Your
statutes.

172 My tongue shall speak of Your
word,

For all Your commandments
are righteousness.

142 Your righteousness is an
everlasting righteousness,

And Your law is atruth.
143 Trouble and anguish have

overtaken me,
Yet Your commandments are

my delights.
144 The righteousness of Your

testimonies is everlasting;
Give me understanding, and I

shall live.
q QOPH

145 I cry out with my whole heart;
Hear me, O LORD!
I will keep Your statutes.

146 I cry out to You;
Save me, and I will keep Your

testimonies.
147 I rise before the dawning of

the bmorning,
And cry for help;
I hope in Your word.

148 My eyes are awake through the
night watches,

That I may meditate on Your
word.

149 Hear my voice according to
Your lovingkindness;

O LORD, crevive me according
to Your justice.

150 They draw dnear who follow
after wickedness;

They are far from Your law.
151 You are near, O LORD,

And all Your commandments
are truth.

152 Concerning Your testimonies,
I have known of old that You

have founded them forever.
r RESH

153 eConsider my affliction and
deliver me,

For I do not forget Your law.
154 fPlead my cause and gredeem

me;
hRevive me according to Your

word.
155 Salvation is far from the

wicked,
For they do not seek Your

statutes.
156 Great are Your tender mercies,

O LORD;
iRevive me according to Your

judgments.
157 Many are my persecutors and

my enemies,
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173 Let Your hand become my
help,

For I have chosen Your
precepts.

174 I long for Your salvation, 
O LORD,

And Your law is my delight.
175 Let my soul live, and it shall

praise You;
And let Your a judgments help

me.
176 I have bgone astray like a lost

sheep;
Seek Your servant,
For I do not forget Your

commandments.

A cry of distress

A Song of Ascents.

120IN my distress I cried to
the LORD,

And He heard me.
2 Deliver my soul, O LORD, from

lying lips
And from a deceitful tongue.

3 What shall be given to you,
Or what shall be done to you,
You false tongue?

4 Sharp arrows of the warrior,
With coals of the broom tree!

5 Woe is me, that I dwell in
cMeshech,

That I dwell among the tents of
dKedar!

6 My soul has dwelt too long
With one who hates peace.

7 I am for peace;
But when I speak, they are for

war.

The traveler’s psalm

A Song of eAscents.

121I WILL lift up my eyes to
the hills—

From whence comes my help?
2 My help fcomes from the LORD,

Who made heaven and earth.
3 He will not allow your gfoot to

be moved;
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He who hkeeps you will not

slumber.
4 Behold, He who keeps Israel

Shall neither slumber nor sleep.
5 The LORD is your keeper;

The LORD is your ishade at your
jright hand.

6 kThe sun shall not strike you by
day,

Nor the moon by night.
7 The LORD shall preserve you

from all evil;
He shall lpreserve your soul.

8 The LORD shall mpreserve your
going out and your coming
in

From this time forth, and even
forevermore.

Joyful anticipation of Jerusalem

A Song of nAscents. Of David.

122I WAS glad when they
said to me,

“Leto us go into the house of the
LORD.”

2 Our feet have been standing
Within your gates, O Jerusalem!

3 Jerusalem is built
As a city that is pcompact

together,
4 qWhere the tribes go up,

The tribes of the LORD,
To the Testimony of Israel,
To give thanks to the name of

the LORD.
5 For thrones are rset there for

judgment,
The thrones of the house of

David.
6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
“May they prosper who love

you.
7 Peace be within your walls,

Prosperity within your
palaces.”

8 For the sake of my brethren
and companions,

I will now say, “Peace be
within you.”

120:Title Fifteen Psalms (Ps. 120—134) are called
“Songs of Ascents.” The view most generally accepted is
that these Psalms were either sung by pilgrims on the as-
cending march from the Babylonian captivity to Jerusalem,
or that they were sung by worshipers from all parts of

Palestine as they went up to Jerusalem for the great festivals
(Deut. 16:16). An alternate view is that the headings, “A
Song of Ascents,” refer to the fifteen steps leading to the
Court of Israel in the temple, and that these Psalms were
sung on these steps.



The snare is broken, and we
have escaped.

8 Our jhelp is in the name of the
LORD,

Who made heaven and earth.

The LORD’s encompassing protection

A Song of kAscents.

125THOSE who ltrust in the
LORD

Are like Mount Zion,
Which cannot be moved, but

abides forever.
2 As the mountains surround

Jerusalem,
So the LORD surrounds His

people
From this time forth and

forever.
3 For the mscepter of wickedness

shall not rest
On the land allotted to the

righteous,
Lest the righteous reach out

their hands to iniquity.
4 Do good, O LORD, to those who

are good,
And to those who are upright

in their hearts.
5 As for such as turn aside to

their crooked ways,
The LORD shall lead them away
With the workers of iniquity.

Peace be upon Israel!

Remembrance of past blessing

A Song of nAscents.

126 oWHEN the LORD
brought back the

captivity of Zion,
pWe were like those who dream.

2 Then our mouth was filled with
laughter,

And our tongue with singing.
Then they said among the

nations,
“The LORD has done great things

for them.”
3 The LORD has done great things

for us,
And we are glad.

9 Because of the house of the
LORD our God

I will seek your good.

Looking for God’s mercy

A Song of aAscents.

123UNTO You I blift up my
eyes,

O You who dwell in the
heavens.

2 Behold, as the eyes of servants
look to the hand of their
masters,

As the eyes of a maid to the
hand of her mistress,

cSo our eyes look to the LORD
our God,

Until He has mercy on us.
3 Have mercy on us, O LORD,

have mercy on us!
For we are exceedingly filled

with contempt.
4 Our soul is exceedingly filled

With the dscorn of those who
are at ease,

With the contempt of the proud.

God on the side of His people

A Song of eAscents. Of David.

124“IF it had not been the
LORD who was on our

fside,”
Let Israel now say—

2“If it had not been the LORD who
was on our side,

When men rose up against us,
3 gThen they would have

swallowed us alive,
When their wrath was kindled

against us;
4 Then the waters would have

overwhelmed us,
The stream would have gone

over our soul;
5 Then the swollen waters

Would have gone over our soul.”
6 Blessed be the LORD,

Who has not given us as prey
to their teeth.

7 hOur soul has escaped ias a bird
from the snare of the
fowlers;*
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4 Bring back our captivity, 
O LORD,

As the streams in the aSouth.
5 Those who sow in tears

Shall breap in joy.
6 He who continually goes forth

weeping,
Bearing seed for sowing,
Shall doubtless come again with

crejoicing,
Bringing his sheaves with him.

Children are God’s heritage

A Song of dAscents. Of Solomon.

127UNLESS the LORD builds
the house,

They labor in evain who build it;
fUnless the LORD guards the city,
The watchman stays awake in

vain.
2 It is vain for you to rise up early,

To sit up late,
To geat the bread of sorrows;
For so He gives His beloved

sleep.
3 Behold, hchildren are a heritage

from the LORD,
The ifruit of the womb is a

jreward.
4 Like arrows in the hand of a

warrior,
So are the children of one’s

youth.
5 kHappy is the man who has his

quiver full of them;
They shall not be ashamed,
But shall speak with their

enemies in the gate.

Blessings on the home of 
the God-fearing

A Song of lAscents.

128BLESSED is every one
who mfears the LORD,

Who walks in His ways.
2 When you eat the labor of your

hands,
You shall be happy, and it shall

be nwell with you.
3 Your wife shall be olike a

fruitful vine
In the very heart of your house,
Your pchildren qlike olive plants
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All around your table.

4 Behold, thus shall the man be
blessed

Who fears the LORD.
5 The LORD bless you out of Zion,

And may you see the good of
Jerusalem

All the days of your life.
6 Yes, rmay you see your

children’s children.

Peace be upon Israel!

A plea from the persecuted

A Song of sAscents.

129“MANY a time they have
afflicted me tfrom my

youth,”
Let Israel now say—

2“Many a time they have afflicted
me from my youth;

Yet they have unot prevailed
against me.

3 The plowers plowed on my
back;

They made their furrows long.”
4 The LORD is righteous;

He has cut in pieces the cords
of the wicked.

5 Let all those who hate Zion
Be put to shame and turned

back.
6 Let them be vas the grass on

the housetops,
Which withers before it grows

up,
7 With which the reaper does not

fill his hand,
Nor he who binds sheaves, his

arms.
8 Neither let those who pass by

them say,
“The blessing of the LORD be

upon you;
We wbless you in the name of

the LORD!”

Waiting for the morning

A Song of xAscents.

130OUT of the depths I have
cried to You, O LORD;

2 Lord, hear my voice!
Let Your ears be attentive
To the voice of my supplications.

126:5 joy. Or singing. Compare Neh. 12:43.



Neither do I concern myself
with great matters,

Nor with things too profound
for me.

2 Surely I have calmed and
quieted my soul,

Like a weaned child with his
mother;

Like a weaned child is my soul
within me.

3 O Israel, hope in the LORD
From this time forth and forever.

Trust in the God of David

A Song of hAscents.

132LORD, remember David
And all his afflictions;

2 How he swore to the LORD,
And vowed to the Mighty One

of Jacob:
3“Surely I will not go into the

chamber of my house,
Or go up to the comfort of my

bed;
4 I will not give sleep to my eyes

Or slumber to my eyelids,
5 iUntil I find a place for the LORD,

A dwelling place for the Mighty
One of Jacob.”

6 Behold, we heard of it in
jEphrathah;

We found it in the fields of kthe
woods.*

7 lLet us go into His tabernacle;
Let us worship at His footstool.

8 Arise, O LORD, to Your resting
place,

You and the ark of Your strength.
9 Let Your priests be clothed with

mrighteousness,
And let Your saints shout for joy.

10 For Your servant David’s sake,
Do not turn away the face of

Your Anointed.
11 nThe LORD has sworn in truth to

David;
He will not turn from it:

“I will set upon your throne othe
fruit of your body.

12 If your sons will keep My
covenant

And My testimony which I
shall teach them,

3 If You, LORD, should mark
iniquities,

O Lord, who could astand?
4 But there is forgiveness with

You,
That You may be bfeared.

5 I wait for the LORD, my soul
waits,

And in His word I do hope.
6 cMy soul waits for the Lord

More than those who watch for
the morning—

Yes, more than those who
watch for the morning.

7 O Israel, dhope in the LORD;
For with the LORD ethere is

mercy,
And with Him is abundant

fredemption.
8 And He shall redeem Israel

From all his iniquities.

Growing in grace

A Song of gAscents. Of David.

131LORD, my heart is not
haughty,

Nor my eyes lofty.

132:Title

h See Ps. 120 title,
note
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i Acts 7:46
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k 1 Chr. 13:5
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132:9

m Righteousness
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Is. 11:5. (Gen.
3:21; Rev. 19:8,
note)
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o 2 Sam. 7:12;
1 Kin. 8:25;
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2:30
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c Ps. 33:20; 40:1;
Is. 8:17
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d Ps. 131:3
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55:7
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838 PSALMS 130:3—132:12

*132:6 Hebrew Jaar

SOME OF THE MOST 
POPULAR PSALMS

Psalm 1 Two men, two ways, two destinies
Psalm 8 God’s glory and man’s dominion
Psalm 19 The works and Word of God
Psalm 22 The suffering Savior
Psalm 23 The divine Shepherd
Psalm 24 The ascension of the King of glory
Psalm 27 Triumphant faith
Psalm 28 Testimony to answered prayer
Psalm 42:1–11 Longing for God
Psalm 46:1–11 God our refuge and strength
Psalm 51 A psalm of penitence
Psalm 84 Delight in the house of God
Psalm 88 Lament over affliction
Psalm 96 Praise of God’s greatness and glory
Psalm 100 Gladness and thanksgiving
Psalm 117 The universal praise of God
Psalm 119:1–16 In praise of God’s Word
Psalm 119:97–112 In praise of God’s Law
Psalm 121 Our source of help
Psalm 136:1–26 The Lord’s enduring mercy
Psalm 139 God’s all-seeing eye and 

inescapable presence
Psalm 145 Praise to the gracious God
Psalm 148:1–14 God praised by all creation
Psalm 150 The summation of God’s praise



Their sons also shall sit upon
your throne forevermore.”

13 aFor the LORD has chosen Zion;
He has desired it for His

dwelling place:
14“This b is My resting place

forever;
Here I will dwell, for I have

desired it.
15 I will abundantly bless her

provision;
I will satisfy her poor with

bread.
16 c I will also clothe her priests

with salvation,
And her saints shall dshout

aloud for joy.
17 eThere I will make the fhorn of

David grow;
I will prepare a glamp for My

Anointed.
18 His enemies I will hclothe with

shame,
But upon Himself His crown

shall flourish.”

The blessedness of brotherly love

A Song of iAscents. Of David.

133BEHOLD, how good and
how pleasant it is

For jbrethren to dwell together
in unity!

2 It is like the precious oil upon
the head,

Running down on the beard,
The beard of Aaron,
Running down on the edge of

his garments.
3 It is like the dew of kHermon,

Descending upon the
mountains of Zion;

For lthere the LORD
commanded the blessing—

Life forevermore.

Praise by night

A Song of mAscents.

134BEHOLD, bless the LORD,
All you servants of the

LORD,
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132:16

c 2 Chr. 6:41; Ps.
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d 1 Sam. 4:5

132:17

e Ezek. 29:21;
Luke 1:69
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33:17, note

g 1 Kin. 11:36;
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h Ps. 35:26;
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note

133:1
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PSALMS 132:13—135:12 839
Who by night stand in the

house of the LORD!
2 Lift up your hands in the

sanctuary,
And bless the LORD.

3 The LORD who made heaven
and earth

Bless you from Zion!

The true God contrasted with idols

135PRAISE the LORD!

Praise the name of the LORD;
Praise Him, O you servants of

the LORD!
2 You who stand in the house of

the LORD,
n In the courts of the house of

our God,
3 Praise the LORD, ofor the LORD

is good;
Sing praises to His name, for it

is pleasant.
4 For the LORD has chosen Jacob

for Himself,
Israel for His pspecial treasure.

5 For I know that the LORD is
great,

And our Lord is above all qgods.
6 rWhatever the LORD pleases He

does,
In heaven and in earth,
In the seas and in all deep

places.
7 He causes the vapors to ascend

from the ends of the earth;
sHe makes lightning for the rain;
He brings the wind out of tHis

treasuries.
8 uHe destroyed the firstborn of

Egypt,
Both of man and beast.

9 vHe sent signs and wonders into
the midst of you, O Egypt,

Upon Pharaoh and all his
servants.

10 He defeated many nations
And slew wmighty kings—

11 Sihon king of the Amorites,
Og king of Bashan,
And all the kingdoms of

xCanaan—
12 yAnd gave their land as a

heritage,

135:4 special treasure. Literally own possession.

Hermon: a range of mountains whose snowmelt sup-
plies the water for the Jordan River. In the OT it was
used as a high place for Baal worship; in the NT it
was the probable sight of Christ’s transfiguration.



For His mercy endures forever;
6 hTo Him who laid out the earth

above the waters,
For His mercy endures forever;

7 iTo Him who made great lights,
For His mercy endures

forever—
8 jThe sun to rule by day,

For His mercy endures forever;
9 The moon and stars to rule by

night,
For His mercy endures forever.

10 kTo Him who struck Egypt in
their firstborn,

For His mercy endures forever;
11 lAnd brought out Israel from

among them,
For His mercy endures forever;

12 With a strong hand, and with
an outstretched arm,

For His mercy endures forever;
13mTo Him who divided the Red

Sea in two,
For His mercy endures forever;

14 And made Israel pass through
the midst of it,

For His mercy endures forever;
15 nBut overthrew Pharaoh and his

army in the Red Sea,
For His mercy endures forever;

16 To Him who led His people
through the wilderness,

For His mercy endures forever;
17 oTo Him who struck down great

kings,
For His mercy endures forever;

18 pAnd slew famous kings,
For His mercy endures

forever—
19 qSihon king of the Amorites,

For His mercy endures forever;
20 And rOg king of Bashan,

For His mercy endures
forever—

21 sAnd gave their land as a
heritage,

For His mercy endures forever;
22 A heritage to Israel His servant,

For His mercy endures forever.
23 tWho remembered us in our

lowly state,
For His mercy endures forever;

24 And urescued us from our
enemies,

For His mercy endures forever;
25 Who gives food to all flesh,

For His mercy endures forever.

A heritage to Israel His people.
13 aYour name, O LORD, endures

forever,
Your fame, O LORD, throughout

all generations.
14 For the LORD will judge His

people,
And He will bhave compassion

on His servants.
15 cThe idols of the nations are

silver and gold,
The work of men’s hands.

16 They have mouths, but they do
not speak;

Eyes they have, but they do not
see;

17 They have ears, but they do not
hear;

Nor is there any breath in their
mouths.

18 Those who make them are like
them;

So is everyone who trusts in
them.

19 Bless the LORD, O house of
Israel!

Bless the LORD, O house of
Aaron!

20 Bless the LORD, O house of Levi!
You who dfear the LORD, bless

the LORD!
21 Blessed be the LORD out of Zion,

Who dwells in Jerusalem!

Praise the LORD!

The LORD’s enduring mercy

136OH, give thanks to the
LORD, for He is good!

eFor His mercy endures forever.
2 Oh, give thanks to fthe God of

gods!
For His mercy endures forever.

3 Oh, give thanks to the Lord of
lords!

For His mercy endures forever:
4 To Him who alone does great

wonders,
For His mercy endures forever;

5 gTo Him who by wisdom made
the heavens,
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note
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4:35,39; Is.
44:8; 45:5;
46:9; 1 Cor. 8:5-
6; see Ps. 16:4,
note

136:5

g Gen. 1:1,6-8;
Prov. 3:19; Jer.
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840 PSALMS 135:13—136:25

Red Sea: The body of water that was miraculously di-
vided into two walls of water, thus allowing the Israel-
ites to cross the sea on dry ground after fleeing from
Egypt.



26 Oh, give thanks to the God of
heaven!

For His mercy endures forever.

The captive’s cry for vengeance

137BY the rivers of Babylon,
There we sat down, yea,

we wept
When we remembered Zion.

2 We hung our harps
Upon the willows in the midst

of it.
3 For there those who carried us

away captive asked of us a
song,

And those who plundered us
requested mirth,

Saying, “Sing us one of the
songs of Zion!”

4 How shall we sing the LORD’S
song

In a foreign land?
5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem,

Let my right hand forget its
skill!

6 If I do not remember you,
Let my atongue cling to the roof

of my mouth—
If I do not exalt Jerusalem
Above my chief joy.

7 Remember, O LORD, against the
sons of bEdom

The day of Jerusalem,
Who said, “Raze it, raze it,
To its very foundation!”

8 O daughter of Babylon, cwho
are to be destroyed,

Happy the one who repays you
as you have served us!

9 Happy the one who takes and
dashes

Your little ones against the rock!

Praise for answered prayer

A Psalm of David.

138I WILL praise You with
my whole heart;

Before the dgods I will sing
praises to You.

2 I will worship toward Your holy
temple,

And praise Your name
For Your lovingkindness and

Your truth;
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i Cp. 2 Kin. 19:27
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John 2:24-25
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k Heb. 4:13
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b Jer. 49:7; Lam.
4:22; Ezek.
25:12; Obad.
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c Is. 13:1-6; 47:1;
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PSALMS 136:26—139:5 841
For You have magnified Your

word above all Your name.
3 In the day when I cried out,

You answered me,
And made me bold with

strength in my soul.
4 All the kings of the earth shall

praise You, O LORD,
When they hear the words of

Your mouth.
5 Yes, they shall sing of the ways

of the LORD,
For great is the glory of the

LORD.
6 Though the LORD is on high,

Yet eHe regards the lowly;
But the proud He knows from

afar.
7 fThough I walk in the midst of

trouble, You will revive me;
You will stretch out Your hand
Against the wrath of my

enemies,
And Your right hand will save

me.
8 gThe LORD will perfect that

which concerns me;
Your mercy, O LORD, endures

forever;
Do not forsake the works of

Your hands.

God’s all-seeing eye
and inescapable presence

For the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

139O LORD, You have
hsearched me and known

me.
2 iYou know my sitting down and

my rising up;
You junderstand my thought

afar off.
3 You comprehend my path and

my lying down,
And are acquainted with all my

ways.
4 For there is not a word on my

tongue,
But behold, O LORD, kYou know

it altogether.
5 You have hedged me behind

and before,
And laid Your hand upon me.

137:3 song. Literally the words of a song.



When I awake, I am still with
You.

19 jOh, that You would slay the
wicked, O God!

Depart from me, therefore, you
bloodthirsty men.

20 For they kspeak against You
wickedly;

Your enemies take Your name
in vain.*

21 Do I not hate them, O LORD,
who hate You?

And do I not loathe those who
rise up against You?

22 I hate them with perfect
hatred;

I count them my enemies.
23 lSearch me, O God, and know

my heart;
mTry me, and know my

anxieties;
24 And see if there is any wicked

way in me,
And nlead me in the way

everlasting.

A prayer for protection
against persecutors

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

140DELIVER me, O LORD,
from evil men;

Preserve me from violent men,
2 Who plan evil things in their

hearts;
They continually gather

together for war.
3 They sharpen their tongues like

a serpent;
The opoison of asps is under

their lips. Selah.
4 Keep me, O LORD, from the

hands of the wicked;
Preserve me from violent men,
Who have purposed to make

my steps stumble.
5 The proud have hidden a

psnare for me, and cords;
They have spread a net by the

wayside;
They have set traps for me. 

Selah.

6 aSuch knowledge is btoo
wonderful for me;

It is high, I cannot attain it.
7 cWhere can I go from Your

dSpirit?
Or where can I flee from Your

presence?
8 If I ascend into heaven, You are

there;
If I make my bed in ehell,

behold, You are fthere.
9 If I take the wings of the

morning,
And dwell in the uttermost

parts of the sea,
10 Even there Your hand shall lead

me,
And Your right hand shall hold

me.
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness

shall fall* on me,”
Even the night shall be light

about me;
12 Indeed, the gdarkness shall not

hide from You,
But the night shines as the day;
The darkness and the light are

both alike to You.
13 For You formed my inward

parts;
You covered me in my mother’s

womb.
14 I will praise You, for I am

fearfully and wonderfully
made;*

Marvelous are Your works,
And that my soul knows very

well.
15 hMy frame was not hidden from

You,
When I was made in secret,
And skillfully wrought in the

lowest parts of the earth.
16 Your eyes saw my substance,

being yet unformed.
And in Your book they all were

written,
The days fashioned for me,
When as yet there were none of

them.
17 iHow precious also are Your

thoughts to me, O God!
How great is the sum of them!

18 If I should count them, they
would be more in number
than the sand;
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*139:11 Vulgate and Symmachus read cover.
*139:14 Following Masoretic Text and Targum;
Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read You are fearfully
wonderful. *139:20 Septuagint and Vulgate
read They take your cities in vain.



6 I said to the LORD: “You are my
God;

Hear the voice of my
supplications, O LORD.

7 O GOD the Lord, the strength of
my salvation,

You have covered my head in
the day of battle.

8 Do not grant, O LORD, the
desires of the wicked;

Do not further his wicked
scheme,

aLest they be exalted. Selah.
9“As for the head of those who

surround me,
Let the evil of their lips cover

them;
10 Let burning coals fall upon

them;
Let them be cast into the fire,
Into deep pits, that they rise

not up again.
11 Let not a slanderer be

established in the earth;
Let evil hunt the violent man to

overthrow him.”
12 I know that the LORD will

bmaintain
The cause of the afflicted,
And justice for the poor.

13 Surely the righteous shall give
thanks to Your name;

The upright shall dwell in Your
presence.

A prayer for godliness and for
deliverance from sinners

A Psalm of David.

141LORD, I cry out to You;
Make haste to me!

Give ear to my voice when I
cry out to You.

2 Let my prayer be set before You
cas incense,

The dlifting up of my hands as
the evening sacrifice.

3 Set a guard, O LORD, over my
emouth;

Keep watch over the door of
my lips.

4 Do not incline my heart to any
evil thing,

To practice wicked works
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f Prov. 23:6

141:5

g Prov. 9:8;
19:25; 25:12;
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k See Ps. 2:12,
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140:8

a Deut. 32:27

140:12

b 1 Kin. 8:45; Ps.
9:4

141:2

c Rev. 8:3

d Ps. 134:2;
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141:3
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PSALMS 140:6—142:4 843
With men who work iniquity;
And do not let me eat of their

fdelicacies.
5 gLet the righteous strike me;

It shall be a kindness.
And let him rebuke me;
It shall be as excellent oil;
Let my head not refuse it.

For still my prayer is against
the deeds of the wicked.

6 Their judges are overthrown by
the sides of the cliff,

And they hear my words, for
they are sweet.

7 Our hbones are scattered at the
imouth of the grave,

As when one plows and breaks
up the earth.

8 But my jeyes are upon You, 
O GOD the Lord;

In You I take krefuge;
Do not leave my soul destitute.

9 Keep me from the snares they
have laid for me,

And from the traps of the
workers of iniquity.

10 Let the wicked fall into their
own nets,

While I escape safely.

An experience of deliverance

A Contemplation* of David. A Prayer when he
was in the lcave.

142I CRY out to the LORD
with my voice;

With my voice to the LORD I
make my supplication.

2 I pour out my complaint before
Him;

I declare before Him my
trouble.

3 When my spirit was
moverwhelmed within me,

Then You knew my path.
In the way in which I walk
They have secretly nset a snare

for me.
4 Look on my right hand and see,

For there is no one who
acknowledges me;

Refuge has failed me;
*142:title Hebrew Maschil

141:8 Do not leave my soul destitute. Literally make
not my soul bare.

141:10 escape. Literally pass over.
142:Title Contemplation. Or Instruction.



8 Cause me to hear Your
lovingkindness in the
morning,

For in You do I trust;
eCause me to know the way in

which I should walk,
For I lift up my soul to You.

9 Deliver me, O LORD, from my
enemies;

In You I take shelter.*
10 Teach me to do Your will,

For You are my God;
Your fSpirit is good.
Lead me in the land of

uprightness.
11 gRevive me, O LORD, for Your

name’s sake!
For Your righteousness’ sake

bring my soul out of trouble.
12 In Your mercy cut off my

enemies,
And destroy all those who

afflict my soul;
For I am Your servant.

A psalm of trust

A Psalm of David.

144BLESSED be the LORD my
Rock,

Who trains my hands for war,
And my fingers for battle—

2 My lovingkindness and my
fortress,

My high tower and my
deliverer,

My shield and the One in
whom I take refuge,

Who subdues my people* under
me.

3 LORD, hwhat is man, that You
take knowledge of him?

Or the son of man, that You are
mindful of him?

4 Man is like a breath;
iHis days are like a passing

shadow.
5 jBow down Your heavens, 

O LORD, and come down;
Touch the mountains, and they

shall smoke.

No one cares for my soul.
5 I cried out to You, O LORD:

I said, “You are my refuge,
My portion in the land of the

living.
6 Attend to my cry,

For I am brought very low;
Deliver me from my

persecutors,
For they are stronger than I.

7 Bring my soul out of prison,
That I may apraise Your name;
The righteous shall surround

me,
For You shall deal bountifully

with me.”

An urgent appeal for help

A Psalm of David.

143HEAR my prayer, 
O LORD,

Give ear to my supplications!
In Your faithfulness answer me,
And in Your righteousness.

2 Do not enter into judgment
with Your servant,

bFor in Your sight no one living
is righteous.

3 For the enemy has persecuted
my soul;

He has crushed my life to the
ground;

He has made me dwell in
darkness,

Like those who have long been
dead.

4 Therefore my spirit is
coverwhelmed within me;

My heart within me is
distressed.

5 d I remember the days of old;
I meditate on all Your works;
I muse on the work of Your

hands.
6 I spread out my hands to You;

My soul longs for You like a
thirsty land. Selah.

7 Answer me speedily, O LORD;
My spirit fails!
Do not hide Your face from me,
Lest I be like those who go

down into the pit.
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*143:9 Septuagint and Vulgate read To You I flee.
*144:2 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and
Vulgate; Syriac and Targum read the peoples
(compare 18:47).

142:4 No one cares for my soul. Literally no man sought after my soul.



6 Flash forth lightning and scatter
them;

Shoot out Your arrows and
destroy them.

7 Stretch out Your hand from
above;

Rescue me and deliver me out
of great waters,

From the hand of aforeigners,
8 Whose mouth speaks lying

words,
And whose right hand is a right

hand of falsehood.
9 I will sing a bnew song to You,

O God;
On a harp of ten strings I will

sing praises to You,
10 The One who gives salvation to

kings,
Who delivers David His servant
From the deadly sword.

11 Rescue me and deliver me from
the hand of cforeigners,

Whose mouth speaks lying
words,

And whose right hand is a right
hand of falsehood—

12 That our sons may be as plants
grown up in their youth;

That our daughters may be as
pillars,

Sculptured in palace style;
13 That our barns may be full,

Supplying all kinds of produce;
That our sheep may bring forth

thousands
And ten thousands in our

fields;
14 That our oxen may be well-

laden;
That there be no breaking in or

going out;
That there be no outcry in our

streets.
15 dHappy are the people who are

in such a state;
Happy are the people whose

God is the LORD!

Praise to the gracious God

A Praise of David.

145I WILL extol You, my
God, O King;

And I will bless Your name
forever and ever.

2 Every day I will bless You,
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And I will praise Your name

forever and ever.
3 eGreat is the LORD, and greatly

to be praised;
And His fgreatness is

unsearchable.
4 One generation shall praise

Your works to another,
And shall declare Your mighty

acts.
5 I* will meditate on the glorious

splendor of Your majesty,
And on Your wondrous works.*

6 Men shall speak of the might of
Your awesome acts,

And I will declare Your
greatness.

7 They shall utter the memory of
Your great goodness,

And shall sing of Your
righteousness.

8 The LORD is ggracious and full
of compassion,

Slow to anger and great in
mercy.

9 The LORD is hgood to all,
And His tender mercies are

over all His works.
10 All Your works shall praise You,

O LORD,
And Your saints shall bless You.

11 They shall speak of the glory of
Your kingdom,

And talk of Your power,
12 To make known to the sons of

men His mighty acts,
And the glorious majesty of His

kingdom.
13 Your ikingdom is an everlasting

kingdom,
And Your dominion endures

throughout all
generations.*

14 The LORD upholds all who fall,
And raises up all who are

bowed down.
15 The eyes of all look expectantly

to You,
And You give them their food

in due season.
*145:5 Following Masoretic Text and Targum;
Dead Sea Scrolls, Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate
read They. * Literally on the words of Your
wondrous works *145:13 Following Masoretic
Text and Targum; Dead Sea Scrolls, Septuagint,
Syriac, and Vulgate add The LORD is faithful in all
His words, and holy in all His works.



The LORD raises those who are
bowed down;

The LORD loves the righteous.
9 The LORD nwatches over the

strangers;
He relieves the fatherless and

widow;
But the way of the wicked He

turns upside down.
10 The LORD oshall reign forever—

Your God, O Zion, to all
generations.

Praise the LORD!

God praised for regathering Israel

147PRAISE the LORD!
For it is good to sing

praises to our God;
For it is pleasant, and praise is

beautiful.
2 The LORD builds up Jerusalem;

He pgathers together the
outcasts of Israel.

3 He qheals the brokenhearted
And binds up their wounds.

4 He rcounts the number of the
stars;

He calls them all by name.
5 sGreat is our Lord, and mighty

in power;
His tunderstanding is infinite.

6 The LORD lifts up the humble;
He casts the wicked down to

the ground.
7 Sing to the LORD with

thanksgiving;
Sing praises on the harp to our

God,
8 uWho covers the heavens with

clouds,
Who prepares rain for the earth,
Who makes grass to grow on

the mountains.
9 He gives to the beast its food,

And to the young ravens that
cry.

10 He does not delight in the
strength of the horse;

He takes no pleasure in the legs
of a man.

11 The LORD takes pleasure in
those who vfear Him,

In those who hope in His mercy.

16 You aopen Your hand
And satisfy the desire of every

living thing.
17 The LORD is righteous in all His

ways,
Gracious in all His works.

18 The LORD is bnear to all who
call upon Him,

To all who call upon Him in
ctruth.

19 He will fulfill the desire of
those who dfear Him;

He also will hear their cry and
save them.

20 The LORD epreserves all who
love Him,

But all the wicked He will
destroy.

21 My mouth shall speak the
praise of the LORD,

And all flesh shall bless His
holy name

Forever and ever.

God praised for His help

146 fPRAISE the LORD!

Praise the LORD, O my soul!
2 While I live I will praise the

LORD;
I will sing praises to my God

while I have my being.
3 Do not put your gtrust in

princes,
Nor in a son of man, in whom

there is no help.
4 His spirit departs, he returns to

his earth;
In that very day his hplans

perish.
5 iHappy is he who has the God

of Jacob for his help,
Whose hope is in the LORD his

God,
6 jWho made heaven and earth,

The sea, and all that is in them;
Who keeps truth forever,

7 Who executes k justice for the
oppressed,

Who gives food to the hungry.
The lLORD gives freedom to the

prisoners.
8mThe LORD opens the eyes of the

blind;
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12 Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem!
Praise your God, O Zion!

13 For He has strengthened the
bars of your gates;

He has blessed your children
within you.

14 He makes peace in your borders,
And fills you with the finest

wheat.
15 He sends out His command to

the earth;
His word runs very swiftly.

16 He gives snow like wool;
He scatters the frost like ashes;

17 He casts out His hail like
morsels;

Who can stand before His cold?
18 He sends out His word and

melts them;
He causes His wind to blow,

and the waters flow.
19 He adeclares His word to Jacob,

His statutes and His b judgments
to Israel.

20 He has not cdealt thus with any
nation;

And as for His judgments, they
have not known them.

Praise the LORD!

God praised by all creation

148PRAISE the LORD!

Praise the LORD from the
heavens;

Praise Him in the heights!
2 Praise Him, all His dangels;

Praise Him, all His hosts!
3 Praise Him, sun and moon;

Praise Him, all you stars of
light!

4 Praise Him, you heavens of
heavens,

And you waters above the
heavens!

5 Let them praise the name of
the LORD,

For He commanded and they
were created.

6 He also established them
forever and ever;

He made a decree which shall
not pass away.
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7 Praise the LORD from the earth,

You egreat sea creatures and all
the depths;

8 Fire and hail, snow and clouds;
Stormy wind, fulfilling His

word;
9 Mountains and all hills;

Fruitful trees and all cedars;
10 Beasts and all cattle;

Creeping things and flying
fowl;

11 Kings of the earth and all
peoples;

Princes and all judges of the
earth;

12 Both young men and maidens;
Old men and children.

13 Let them praise the name of
the LORD,

For His fname alone is exalted;
His glory is above the earth and

heaven.
14 And He has gexalted the hhorn

of His people,
The praise of iall His saints—
Of the children of Israel,
A jpeople near to Him.

Praise the LORD!

God praised by the children of Zion

149PRAISE the LORD!

Sing to the LORD a new song,
And His praise in the assembly

of saints.
2 Let Israel rejoice in their

Maker;
Let the children of Zion be

joyful in their kKing.
3 Let them praise His name with

the dance;
Let them sing praises to Him

with the timbrel and harp.
4 For the LORD takes pleasure in

His people;
He will beautify the humble

with salvation.
5 Let the saints be joyful in glory;

Let them lsing aloud on their
beds.

6 Let the high praises of God be
in their mouth,

149:3 timbrel. Probably a tambourine. harp. Probably
a zither or lyre.

149:6 in their mouth. Literally in their throat.



2 Praise Him for His mighty 
acts;

Praise Him according to His
excellent egreatness!

3 Praise Him with the sound of
the trumpet;

Praise Him with the lute and
harp!

4 Praise Him with the timbrel
and dance;

Praise Him with stringed
instruments and flutes!

5 Praise Him with loud 
cymbals;

Praise Him with clashing
cymbals!

6 Let everything that has breath
praise the LORD.

Praise the LORD!

And a atwo-edged sword in
their hand,

7 To execute vengeance on the
nations,

And punishments on the
peoples;

8 To bind their kings with chains,
And their nobles with fetters of

iron;
9 To bexecute on them the

written judgment—
cThis honor have all His saints.

Praise the LORD!

The summation of God’s praise

150 dPRAISE the LORD!

Praise God in His sanctuary;
Praise Him in His mighty

firmament!

150:2

e Deut. 3:24

149:6

a Heb. 4:12; Rev.
1:16

149:9

b Deut. 7:1-2

c 1 Cor. 6:2

150:1

d Ps. 145:5-6

848 PSALMS 149:7—150:6

150:3 See note on Musical Instruments at Psalm 33:2.
trumpet. Hebrew shofar, the horn of a cow or ram. harp.

Probably a zither or lyre.
150:4 timbrel. Probably a tambourine.



Author: Theme: Date of compilation:
Solomon and others Wisdom 10th Cent. B.C.

Background
Proverbs is a collection of pithy sayings in which, by comparison or contrast, some important truth is set forth. Proverbs
were common to all nations of the ancient world. This particular collection was made for the most part by Solomon who,
in 1 Kings 4:32, is said to have uttered three thousand proverbs.

Among the virtues commended in this book are the pursuit of wisdom, filial piety, liberality, domestic faithfulness, and
honesty in business relationships. Among the vices condemned are intemperance in eating and drinking, licentiousness,
falsehood, sloth, contentiousness, and the keeping of bad company.

Outline
The proverbs collected by Solomon are difficult to classify; the following divisions may be helpful:
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And whole, like those who hgo
down to the Pit;

13 We shall find all kinds of
precious possessions,

We shall fill our houses with
spoil;

14 Cast in your lot among us,
Let us all have one purse”—

15 My son, do not walk in the way
with them,

Keep your foot from their path;
16 For their ifeet run to evil,

And they make haste to shed
blood.

17 Surely, in vain the net is spread
In the sight of any bird;

18 But they lie in wait for their
own blood,

They lurk secretly for their own
lives.

19 jSo are the ways of everyone
who is greedy for gain;

It takes away the life of its
owners.

Wisdom’s warning
20 kWisdom calls aloud outside;

She raises her voice in the
open squares.

21 She cries out in the chief
concourses,*

At the openings of the gates in
the city

She speaks her words:
22“How long, you simple ones,

will you love simplicity?
For scorners delight in their

scorning,
And fools hate knowledge.

23 Turn at my rebuke;
Surely I will pour out my spirit

on you;
I will make my words known to

you.
24 lBecause I have called and you

refused,

I. Fatherly Exhortations Addressed
Mainly to the Young, 1—9

The purpose of the book, vv. 1–6

1THE proverbs of Solomon the
son of David, king of Israel:

2 To know wisdom and
instruction,

To perceive the words of
understanding,

3 To receive the instruction of
wisdom,

Justice, judgment, and equity;
4 To give prudence to the

asimple,
To the young man knowledge

and discretion—
5 A bwise man will hear and

increase learning,
And a man of understanding

will attain wise counsel,
6 To understand a proverb and an

enigma,
The words of the wise and

their criddles.

Wisdom’s foundation:
the fear of the LORD

7 The fear of the LORD is the
beginning of knowledge,

But fools despise wisdom and
instruction.

8 My son, hear the instruction of
your father,

And do not forsake the law of
your mother;

9 For they will be a dgraceful
ornament on your head,

And chains about your neck.
10 My son, if sinners eentice you,

Do not fconsent.
11 If they say, “Come with us,

Let us lie in wait to shed blood;
Let us lurk secretly for the

innocent without cause;
12 Let us swallow them alive like

gSheol,*
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*1:12 Or the grave *1:21 Septuagint, Syriac,
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I have stretched out my hand
and no one regarded,

25 Because you disdained all my
counsel,

And would have none of my
rebuke,

26 I also will laugh at your
calamity;

I will mock when your terror
comes,

27 When your terror comes like a
storm,

And your destruction comes
like a whirlwind,

When distress and anguish
come upon you.

28“Then a they will call on me, but
I will not answer;

They will seek me diligently,
but they will not find me.

29 Because they hated knowledge
And did not choose the fear of

the LORD,
30 They would have none of my

counsel
And despised my every rebuke.

31 Therefore they shall eat the
fruit of their own way,

And be filled to the full with
their own fancies.

32 For the turning away of the
simple will slay them,

And the complacency of fools
will destroy them;

33 But whoever listens to me will
dwell bsafely,

And cwill be secure, without
fear of evil.”

Wisdom delivers from evil

2MY son, if you receive my
words,

And dtreasure my commands
within you,

2 So that you incline your ear to
wisdom,

And apply your heart to
understanding;

3 Yes, if you cry out for
discernment,

And lift up your voice for
understanding,

4 If you seek her as silver,
And search for her as for

hidden treasures;

2:5

e James 1:5

f See Prov. 1:29,
note

2:6

g 1 Kin. 3:12; Job
32:8

2:7

h Ps. 84:11; Prov.
30:5

2:14

i Prov. 10:23; Jer.
11:15; Rom.
1:32

2:16

j Prov. 6:24; 7:5

1:28

a Job 27:9; 35:12;
Is. 1:15; Jer.
11:11; 14:12;
Ezek. 8:18; Mic.
3:4; Zech. 7:13;
James 4:3

1:33

b Prov. 3:24-26

c Ps. 112:7

2:1

d Prov. 4:21; 7:1

PROVERBS 1:25—2:20 851
5 eThen you will understand the

ffear of the LORD,
And find the knowledge of God.

6 For the gLORD gives wisdom;
From His mouth come

knowledge and
understanding;

7 He stores up sound wisdom for
the upright;

He is a hshield to those who
walk uprightly;

8 He guards the paths of justice,
And preserves the way of His

saints.
9 Then you will understand

righteousness and justice,
Equity and every good path.

10 When wisdom enters your
heart,

And knowledge is pleasant to
your soul,

11 Discretion will preserve you;
Understanding will keep you,

12 To deliver you from the way of
evil,

From the man who speaks
perverse things,

13 From those who leave the paths
of uprightness

To walk in the ways of darkness;
14 iWho rejoice in doing evil,

And delight in the perversity of
the wicked;

15 Whose ways are crooked,
And who are devious in their

paths;
16 To deliver you from the

jimmoral woman,
From the seductress who

flatters with her words,
17 Who forsakes the companion of

her youth,
And forgets the covenant of her

God.
18 For her house leads down to

death,
And her paths to the dead;

19 None who go to her return,
Nor do they regain the paths of

life—
20 So you may walk in the way of

goodness,
And keep to the paths of

righteousness.

1:29 fear. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expression meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.



13 Happy is the man who finds
wisdom,

And the man who gains
understanding;

14 For her proceeds are better
than the profits of silver,

And her gain than fine gold.
15 oShe is more precious than

rubies,
And all the things you may

desire cannot compare
with her.

16 Length of days is in her right
hand,

p In her left hand riches and
honor.

17 Her ways are ways of
pleasantness,

And all her paths are peace.
18 She is a qtree of life to those

who take hold of her,
And happy are all who retain

her.
19 The LORD by rwisdom founded

the earth;
By understanding He

established the heavens;
20 By His knowledge the depths

were sbroken up,
And clouds drop down the dew.

21 My son, let them not depart
from your eyes—

Keep sound wisdom and
discretion;

22 So they will be life to your soul
And grace to your neck.

23 tThen you will walk safely in
your way,

And your foot will not stumble.
24 When you lie down, you will

not be uafraid;
Yes, you will lie down and your

sleep will be sweet.
25 Do not be afraid of sudden

terror,
Nor of trouble from the wicked

when it comes;
26 For the LORD will be your

confidence,
And will keep your foot from

being caught.

21 For the upright will dwell in
the aland,

And the bblameless will remain
in it;

22 But the wicked will be cut off
from the earth,

And the unfaithful will be
uprooted from it.

The rewards of wisdom

3MY son, do not forget my law,
But let your heart keep my 

commands;
2 For length of days and clong life

And peace they will add to you.
3 Let not mercy and truth forsake

you;
dBind them around your neck,
eWrite them on the tablet of

your heart,
4 And so find favor and high

esteem
In the sight of God and fman.

5 gTrust in the LORD with all your
heart,

And hlean not on your own
understanding;

6 i In all your ways acknowledge
Him,

And He shall direct* your paths.
7 Do not be wise in your own

jeyes;
kFear the LORD and depart from

evil.
8 It will be health to your flesh,*

And strength* to your bones.
9 lHonor the LORD with your

possessions,
And with the firstfruits of all

your increase;
10mSo your barns will be filled with

plenty,
And your vats will overflow

with new wine.
11 nMy son, do not despise the

chastening of the LORD,
Nor detest His correction;

12 For whom the LORD loves He
corrects,

Just as a father the son in
whom he delights.
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27 aDo not withhold good from
those to whom it is due,

When it is in the power of your
hand to do so.

28 bDo not say to your neighbor,
“Go, and come back,

And tomorrow I will give it,”
When you have it with you.

29 Do not devise evil against your
neighbor,

For he dwells by you for safety’s
sake.

30 cDo not strive with a man
without cause,

If he has done you no harm.
31 dDo not envy the oppressor,

And choose none of his ways;
32 For the perverse person is an

abomination to the LORD,
eBut His secret counsel is with

the upright.
33 The curse of the LORD is on the

house of the wicked,
But He blesses the home of the

just.
34 Surely He scorns the scornful,

But gives fgrace to the humble.
35 The wise shall inherit gglory,

But shame shall be the legacy
of fools.

Fatherly advice

4HEAR, hmy children, the
instruction of a father,

And give attention to know
understanding;

2 For I give you good doctrine:
Do not forsake my law.

3 When I was my father’s son,
iTender and the only one in the

sight of my mother,
4 jHe also taught me, and said to

me:
“Let your heart retain my words;

Keep my commands, and live.
5 Get wisdom! Get

understanding!
Do not forget, nor turn away

from the words of my
mouth.

6 Do not forsake her, and she will
preserve you;

kLove her, and she will keep you.
7 lWisdom is the principal thing;

Therefore get wisdom.
And in all your getting, get

understanding.
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8mExalt her, and she will promote

you;
She will bring you honor, when

you embrace her.
9 She will place on your head an

ornament of grace;
A crown of glory she will

deliver to you.”
10 Hear, my son, and receive my

sayings,
And the years of your life will

be many.
11 I have ntaught you in the way

of wisdom;
I have led you in right paths.

12 When you walk, your steps will
not be hindered,

And when you run, you will
not stumble.

13 Take firm hold of instruction,
do not let go;

Keep her, for she is your olife.
14 Do not enter the path of the

wicked,
And do not walk in the way of

evil.
15 Avoid it, do not travel on it;

Turn away from it and pass on.
16 For they do not sleep unless

they have done evil;
And their sleep is taken away

unless they make someone
fall.

17 For they eat the bread of
wickedness,

And drink the wine of violence.
18 pBut the path of the just qis like

the shining sun,*
That shines ever brighter unto

the perfect day.
19 The rway of the wicked is like

darkness;
They do not know what makes

them stumble.
20 My son, give attention to my

words;
Incline your ear to my sayings.

21 Do not let them depart from
your eyes;

Keep them in the midst of your
heart;

22 For they are life to those who
find them,

*4:18 Literally light

3:31 oppressor. Literally a man of violence.



And your labors go to the
house of a foreigner;

11 And you mourn at last,
When your flesh and your body

are consumed,
12 And say:

“How I have hated instruction,
And my heart despised

correction!
13 I have not obeyed the voice of

my teachers,
Nor inclined my ear to those

who instructed me!
14 I was on the verge of total ruin,

In the midst of the assembly
and congregation.”

15 Drink water from your own
cistern,

And running water from your
own well.

16 Should your fountains be
dispersed abroad,

Streams of water in the streets?
17 Let them be only your own,

And not for strangers with you.
18 Let your fountain be blessed,

And rejoice iwith the wife of
your youth.

19 jAs a loving deer and a graceful
doe,

Let her breasts satisfy you at all
times;

And always be enraptured with
her love.

20 For why should you, my son, be
enraptured by an immoral
woman,

And be embraced in the arms
of a seductress?

21 kFor the ways of man are before
the eyes of the LORD,

And He ponders all his paths.
22 His own iniquities entrap the

wicked man,
And he is lcaught in the cords

of his msin.
23 He shall die for lack of

instruction,
And in the greatness of his folly

he shall go astray.

Parental warnings

6MY son, if you become nsurety
for your friend,

And health to all their flesh.
23 Keep your heart with all

diligence,
For out of it spring the issues of

alife.
24 Put away from you a deceitful

mouth,
And put perverse lips far from

you.
25 Let your eyes look straight

ahead,
And your eyelids look right

before you.
26 Ponder the path of your bfeet,

And let all your ways be
established.

27 Do not turn to the right or the
left;

Remove your foot from evil.

Immorality rebuked

5MY son, pay attention to my
wisdom;

Lend your ear to my
understanding,

2 That you may preserve
discretion,

And your lips cmay keep
knowledge.

3 For the lips of an dimmoral
woman drip honey,

And her mouth is esmoother
than oil;

4 But in the end she is fbitter as
wormwood,

Sharp as a two-edged sword.
5 Her feet go down to death,

gHer steps lay hold of hhell.*
6 Lest you ponder her path of

life—
Her ways are unstable;
You do not know them.

7 Therefore hear me now, my
children,

And do not depart from the
words of my mouth.

8 Remove your way far from her,
And do not go near the door of

her house,
9 Lest you give your honor to

others,
And your years to the cruel

one;
10 Lest aliens be filled with your

wealth,
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If you have shaken hands in
pledge for a stranger,

2 You are snared by the words of
your mouth;

You are taken by the words of
your mouth.

3 So do this, my son, and deliver
yourself;

For you have come into the
hand of your friend:

Go and humble yourself;
Plead with your friend.

4 Give no sleep to your eyes,
Nor slumber to your eyelids.

5 Deliver yourself like a gazelle
from the hand of the
hunter,

And like a bird from the hand
of the fowler.*

6 aGo to the ant, you sluggard!
Consider her ways and be wise,

7 Which, having no captain,
Overseer or ruler,

8 Provides her supplies in the
summer,

And gathers her food in the
harvest.

9 bHow long will you slumber, 
O sluggard?

When will you rise from your
sleep?

10 A little sleep, a little slumber,
A little folding of the hands to

sleep—
11 cSo shall your poverty come on

you like a prowler,
And your need like an armed

man.
12 A worthless person, a wicked

man,
Walks with a perverse mouth;

13 He winks with his eyes,
He shuffles his feet,
He points with his fingers;

14 Perversity is in his heart,
He devises evil continually,
He sows discord.

15 Therefore his calamity shall
come dsuddenly;

Suddenly he shall be broken
without eremedy.

16 These six things the LORD hates,
Yes, seven are an abomination

to Him:
17 A fproud look,

A glying tongue,
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hHands that shed innocent blood,

18 A iheart that devises wicked
plans,

jFeet that are swift in running to
evil,

19 A kfalse witness who speaks lies,
And one who lsows discord

among brethren.
20 My son, keep your father’s

command,
And do not forsake the law of

your mother.
21 Bind them continually upon

your heart;
Tie them around your neck.

22 When you roam, they* will lead
you;

When you sleep, they will keep
you;

And when you awake, they will
speak with you.

23mFor the commandment is a
lamp,

And the law a light;
Reproofs of instruction are the

way of life,
24 To keep you from the nevil

woman,
From the flattering tongue of a

seductress.
25 oDo not lust after her beauty in

your heart,
Nor let her allure you with her

peyelids.
26 For by means of a harlot

A man is reduced to a crust of
bread;

And an adulteress* will qprey
upon his precious life.

27 Can a man take fire to his
bosom,

And his clothes not be burned?
28 Can one walk on hot coals,

And his feet not be seared?
29 So is he who goes in to his

neighbor’s wife;
Whoever touches her shall not

be innocent.
30 People do not despise a thief

If he steals to satisfy himself
when he is starving.

31 Yet when he is found, he must
rrestore sevenfold;

*6:5 That is, one who catches birds in a trap or
snare *6:22 Literally it *6:26 Literally a
man’s wife, that is, of another



12 At times she was outside, at
times in the open square,

Lurking at every corner.
13 So she caught him and kissed

him;
With an impudent face she said

to him:
14“ I have peace offerings with me;

Today I have paid my vows.
15 So I came out to meet you,

Diligently to seek your face,
And I have found you.

16 I have spread my bed with
tapestry,

Colored coverings of Egyptian
linen.

17 I have perfumed my bed
With myrrh, aloes, and

cinnamon.
18 Come, let us take our fill of

love until morning;
Let us delight ourselves with

love.
19 For my husband is not at home;

He has gone on a long journey;
20 He has taken a bag of money

with him,
And will come home on the

appointed day.”
21 With her enticing speech she

caused him to yield,
hWith her flattering lips she

seduced him.
22 Immediately he went after her,

as an ox goes to the
slaughter,

Or as a fool to the correction of
the stocks,*

23 Till an arrow struck his liver.
As a bird hastens to the snare,
He did not know it would cost

his life.
24 Now therefore, listen to me,

my children;
Pay attention to the words of

my mouth:
25 Do not let your heart turn aside

to her ways,
Do not stray into her paths;

26 For she has cast down many
wounded,

He may have to give up all the
substance of his house.

32 Whoever commits adultery
with a woman lacks
understanding;

He who does so destroys his
own soul.

33 Wounds and dishonor he will
get,

And his reproach will not be
wiped away.

34 For a jealousy is a husband’s
fury;

Therefore he will not spare in
the day of vengeance.

35 He will accept no recompense,
Nor will he be appeased though

you give many gifts.

The snare of unchastity

7MY son, keep my words,
And treasure my commands 

within you.
2 bKeep my commands and live,

And my law as the apple of
your eye.

3 cBind them on your fingers;
Write them on the tablet of

your heart.
4 Say to wisdom, “You are my

sister,”
And call understanding your

nearest kin,
5 That they may keep you from

the immoral woman,
From the dseductress who

flatters with her words.
6 For at the window of my house

I looked through my lattice,
7 And saw among the simple,

I perceived among the youths,
A young man devoid of

understanding,
8 Passing along the street near

her corner;
And he took the path to her

house
9 e In the twilight, in the evening,

In the black and dark night.
10 And there a woman met him,

With the fattire of a harlot, and
a crafty heart.

11 She was gloud and rebellious,
Her feet would not stay at

home.
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And all who were slain by her
were astrong men.

27 Her house is the way to bhell,*
Descending to the chambers of

cdeath.

In praise of wisdom

8DOES not wisdom cry out,
And understanding lift up her 

voice?
2 She takes her stand on the top

of the high hill,
Beside the way, where the

paths meet.
3 She cries out by the gates, at

the entry of the city,
At the entrance of the doors:

4“To you, O men, I call,
And my voice is to the sons of

men.
5 O you simple ones, understand

prudence,
And you fools, be of an

understanding heart.
6 Listen, for I will speak of

excellent things,
And from the opening of my

lips will come right things;
7 For my mouth will speak truth;

Wickedness is an abomination
to my lips.

8 All the words of my mouth are
with righteousness;
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Nothing crooked or perverse is

in them.
9 They are all plain to him who

understands,
And right to those who find

knowledge.
10 Receive my instruction, and not

silver,
And knowledge rather than

choice gold;
11 dFor wisdom is better than

rubies,
And all the things one may

desire cannot be compared
with her.

12“I, wisdom, dwell with prudence,
And find out knowledge and

discretion.
13 The efear of the LORD is to hate

evil;
fPride and arrogance and the

evil way
And the perverse mouth I hate.

14 Counsel is mine, and sound
wisdom;

I am understanding, I have
strength.

15 gBy me kings reign,
And rulers decree justice.

16 By me princes rule, and nobles,
All the judges of the earth.*

17 I hlove those who love me,
And ithose who seek me

diligently will find me.
18 Riches and honor are with me,

Enduring riches and
righteousness.

19 My fruit is better than gold,
yes, than fine gold,

And my revenue than choice
silver.

20 I traverse the way of
righteousness,

In the midst of the paths of
justice,

21 That I may cause those who
love me to inherit wealth,

That I may fill their treasuries.
22“The jLORD possessed me at the

beginning of His way,
Before His works of old.

*7:27 Or Sheol *8:16 Masoretic Text, Syriac,
Targum, and Vulgate read righteousness; Bomberg,
Septuagint, and some manuscripts and editions read
earth.

8:22 Many have seen in portions of vv. 22–36 distinct
descriptions of Christ. Thus wisdom is more than the per-

8:1 WISE PEOPLE

Wisdom, a major theme of the book of Proverbs, is a
highly regarded and cherished attribute in the Bible.
Many Bible characters were credited as being wise.

Joseph Genesis 41:39; 47:13
Temple craftsmen Exodus 31:6
The Israelites Deuteronomy 4:5–6
Joshua Deuteronomy 34:9
David 1 Samuel 18:14; 

2 Samuel 14:20
Wise woman of Tekoa 2 Samuel 14:2
Wise woman of Sheba 2 Samuel 20:16
Bathsheba 1 Kings 1:17
Solomon 1 Kings 4:29
Hananiah, Mishael, Azariah Daniel 1:17
Daniel Daniel 2:14; 5:14
Wise men of Babylon Daniel 2:14
Wise men from the East Matthew 2:1
Jesus Luke 2:52
Stephen Acts 6:8–10
Moses Acts 7:22
Paul 2 Peter 3:15



Eternal wisdom praised

9WISDOM has jbuilt her house,
She has hewn out her seven 

pillars;
2 She has slaughtered her meat,

She has mixed her wine,
She has also furnished her table.

3 She has sent out her maidens,
She cries out from the highest

places of the city,
4“Whoever is simple, let him

turn in here!”
As for him who lacks

understanding, she says to
him,

5“Come, eat of my bread
And drink of the wine I have

mixed.
6 Forsake foolishness and live,

And go in the way of
understanding.

7“He who corrects a scoffer gets
shame for himself,

And he who rebukes a wicked
man only harms himself.

8 kDo not correct a scoffer, lest he
hate you;

lRebuke a wise man, and he will
love you.

9 Give instruction to a wise man,
and he will be still wiser;

Teach a just man, and he will
mincrease in learning.

10“The nfear of the LORD is the
beginning of wisdom,

And the knowledge of the Holy
One is understanding.

11 For by me your days will be
multiplied,

And years of life will be added
to you.

12 If you are wise, you are wise
for yourself,

And if you scoff, you will bear
it alone.”

13 A foolish woman is oclamorous;
She is simple, and knows

nothing.
14 For she sits at the door of her

house,

23 a I have been established from
everlasting,

From the beginning, before
there was ever an earth.

24 When there were no depths I
was brought forth,

When there were no fountains
abounding with water.

25 bBefore the mountains were
settled,

Before the hills, I was brought
forth;

26 While as yet He had not made
the earth or the fields,

Or the primal dust of the world.
27 When He prepared the

heavens, I was there,
When He drew a circle on the

face of the deep,
28 When He established the

clouds above,
When He strengthened the

fountains of the deep,
29 cWhen He assigned to the sea its

limit,
So that the waters would not

transgress His command,
dWhen He marked out the

foundations of the earth,
30 eThen I was beside Him as a

master craftsman;*
fAnd I was daily His delight,
Rejoicing always before Him,

31 Rejoicing in His inhabited world,
And gmy delight was with the

sons of men.
32“Now therefore, listen to me,

my children,
For hblessed are those who

keep my ways.
33 Hear instruction and be wise,

And do not disdain it.
34 Blessed is the man who listens

to me,
Watching daily at my gates,
Waiting at the posts of my doors.

35 For whoever finds me finds
ilife,

And obtains favor from the LORD;
36 But he who sins against me

wrongs his own soul;
All those who hate me love

death.”
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On a seat by the highest places
of the city,

15 To call to those who pass by,
Who go straight on their way:

16“Whoever is simple, let him
turn in here”;

And as for him who lacks
understanding, she says to
him,

17“Stolen a water is sweet,
And bread eaten in secret is

pleasant.”
18 But he does not know that the

bdead are there,
That her guests are in the

depths of chell.*

II. Wisdom and the Fear of God as
Contrasted with Folly and Sin, 10—24

10THE proverbs of dSolomon:

A ewise son makes a glad father,
But a ffoolish son is the grief of

his mother.
2 Treasures of wickedness profit

nothing,
But righteousness delivers from

death.
3 The gLORD will not allow the

righteous soul to famish,
But He casts away the desire of

the wicked.
4 He who has a slack hand

becomes poor,
hBut the hand of the diligent

makes rich.
5 He who gathers in isummer is a

wise son;
He who sleeps in harvest is a

son who causes shame.
6 Blessings are on the head of the

righteous,
jBut violence covers the mouth

of the wicked.
7 The kmemory of the righteous

is blessed,
But the name of the wicked

will rot.
8 The wise in heart will receive

commands,
But a prating fool will fall.
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9 He who walks with integrity

walks securely,
But he who perverts his ways

will become known.
10 He who winks with the eye

causes trouble,
But a prating fool will fall.

11 The mouth of the righteous is a
well of life,

But violence covers the mouth
of the wicked.

12 Hatred stirs up strife,
But llove covers all sins.

13 Wisdom is found on the lips of
him who has understanding,

But a rod is for the back of him
who is devoid of
understanding.

14 Wise people store up
knowledge,

But the mouth of the foolish is
near destruction.

15 The mrich man’s wealth is his
strong city;

The destruction of the poor is
their poverty.

16 The labor of the righteous leads
to nlife,

The wages of the wicked to sin.
17 He who keeps instruction is in

the way of life,
But he who refuses correction

goes astray.
18 Whoever ohides hatred has

lying lips,
And whoever spreads pslander

is a fool.
19 In the multitude of words sin is

not lacking,
But he who restrains his lips is

wise.
20 The tongue of the righteous is

choice silver;
The heart of the wicked is

worth little.
21 The lips of the righteous feed

many,
But fools die for lack of

wisdom.*

*9:18 Or Sheol *10:21 Literally heart

10:1 Chapters 1—9; 22:17—24:34 contain connected
poems; 10:1—22:16; 25—29, unrelated verses.

Solomon: peaceable. The son of David and Bathsheba
who became king after his father’s death. He was
known for his wealth and his wisdom.



But the perversity of the
unfaithful will destroy them.

4 jRiches do not profit in the day
of wrath,

But righteousness delivers from
death.

5 The righteousness of the
kblameless will direct* his
way aright,

But the wicked will fall by his
own lwickedness.

6 The righteousness of the
upright will deliver them,

But the unfaithful will be
caught by their lust.

7 When a wicked man dies, his
expectation will mperish,

And the hope of the unjust
perishes.

8 The righteous is delivered from
trouble,

And it comes to the wicked
instead.

9 The hypocrite with his mouth
destroys his neighbor,

But through knowledge the
righteous will be delivered.

10 When it goes well with the
righteous, the city nrejoices;

And when the wicked perish,
there is jubilation.

11 By the blessing of the upright
the city is oexalted,

But it is overthrown by the
mouth of the wicked.

12 He who is devoid of wisdom
despises his neighbor,

But a man of understanding
holds his peace.

13 A talebearer reveals secrets,
But he who is of a faithful spirit

pconceals a matter.
14 Where there is no counsel, the

people fall;
But in the multitude of

counselors there is safety.
15 He who is qsurety for a stranger

will suffer,
But one who hates being surety

is secure.
16 A gracious woman retains honor,

But ruthless men retain riches.

22 The ablessing of the LORD
makes one rich,

And He adds no sorrow with it.
23 To do evil is like bsport to a fool,

But a man of understanding has
wisdom.

24 The fear of the wicked will
come upon him,

cAnd the desire of the righteous
will be granted.

25 When the whirlwind passes by,
the wicked is no more,

dBut the righteous has an
everlasting foundation.

26 As vinegar to the teeth and
smoke to the eyes,

So is the lazy man to those who
send him.

27 The fear of the LORD prolongs
days,

But the years of the wicked will
be shortened.

28 The hope of the righteous will
be gladness,

But the expectation of the
wicked will perish.

29 The way of the LORD is strength
for the upright,

But destruction will come to
the workers of iniquity.

30 The erighteous will never be
removed,

But the wicked will not inhabit
the earth.

31 The mouth of the righteous
brings forth fwisdom,

But the perverse tongue will be
cut out.

32 The lips of the righteous know
what is acceptable,

But the mouth of the wicked
what is perverse.

Contrast: righteousness and
wickedness

11 gDISHONEST scales are an
abomination to the LORD,

But a just weight is His delight.
2 When pride comes, then comes

hshame;
But with the humble is wisdom.

3 The integrity of the upright will
guide ithem,
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17 The merciful man does good for
his own soul,

But he who is cruel troubles his
own flesh.

18 The wicked man does
deceptive work,

But he awho sows
righteousness will have a
sure reward.

19 As righteousness leads to blife,
So he who pursues evil pursues

it to his own cdeath.
20 Those who are of a perverse

heart are an abomination
to the LORD,

But the blameless in their ways
are His delight.

21 Though they join forces,* the
wicked will not go
unpunished;

But the dposterity of the
righteous will be delivered.

22 As a ring of gold in a swine’s
snout,

So is a lovely woman who lacks
discretion.

23 The desire of the righteous is
only good,

But the expectation of the
wicked is ewrath.

24 There is one who scatters, yet
fincreases more;

And there is one who
withholds more than is
right,

But it leads to poverty.
25 The ggenerous soul will be

made rich,
And he who waters will also be

watered himself.
26 The people will curse hhim

who withholds grain,
But blessing will be on the head

of him who sells it.
27 He who earnestly seeks good

finds favor,
But trouble will come to him

who seeks evil.
28 He who trusts in his riches will

ifall,
But the jrighteous will flourish

like foliage.
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29 He who troubles his own house

will inherit the wind,
And the fool will be kservant to

the wise of heart.
30 The fruit of the righteous is a

tree of life,
And he who lwins souls is wise.

31 If the righteous will be
recompensed on the earth,

mHow much more the ungodly
and the sinner.

Contrast: righteousness and wickedness

12WHOEVER loves instruction
loves knowledge,

But he who hates correction is
stupid.

2 A good man obtains favor from
the LORD,

But a man of wicked intentions
He will condemn.

3 A man is not established by
wickedness,

But the root of the righteous
cannot be nmoved.

4 An oexcellent* wife is the
crown of her husband,

But she who causes shame is
like rottenness in his bones.

5 The thoughts of the righteous
are right,

But the counsels of the wicked
are deceitful.

6 The words of the wicked are,
“Lie in wait for blood,”

But the mouth of the upright
will deliver them.

7 The pwicked are overthrown
and are no more,

But the house of the righteous
will stand.

8 A man will be commended
according to his wisdom,

But he who is of a perverse
heart will be qdespised.

9 Better is the one who is
slighted but has a servant,

*11:21 Literally hand in hand *12:4 Literally A
wife of valor

11:28 trusts. Trust is the characteristic OT word for the
NT “faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the OT,

and is the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to take
refuge (Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps. 22:8).



23 A prudent man conceals
knowledge,

But the heart of fools proclaims
lfoolishness.

24 The mhand of the diligent will
rule,

But the lazy man will be put to
forced labor.

25 nAnxiety in the heart of man
causes depression,

But a good oword makes it glad.
26 The righteous should choose

his friends carefully,
For the way of the wicked leads

them astray.
27 The lazy man does not roast

what he took in hunting,
But diligence is man’s precious

possession.
28 In the way of righteousness is

life,
And in its pathway there is no

death.

Contrast: righteousness and wickedness

13A WISE son heeds his
father’s instruction,

But a pscoffer does not listen to
rebuke.

2 A man shall eat well by the
fruit of his qmouth,

But the soul of the unfaithful
feeds on violence.

3 He who guards his mouth
preserves his life,

But he who opens wide his lips
shall have rdestruction.

4 The ssoul of a lazy man desires,
and has nothing;

But the soul of the diligent shall
be made rich.

5 A righteous man hates lying,
But a wicked man is loathsome

and comes to shame.
6 tRighteousness guards him

whose way is blameless,
But wickedness overthrows the

sinner.
7 uThere is one who makes himself

rich, yet has nothing;
And one who makes himself

poor, yet has great riches.

Than he who honors himself
but lacks bread.

10 A arighteous man regards the
life of his animal,

But the tender mercies of the
wicked are cruel.

11 He who btills his land will be
satisfied with cbread,

But he who follows frivolity is
devoid of understanding.*

12 The wicked covet the catch of
evil men,

But the root of the righteous
yields fruit.

13 The wicked is ensnared by the
transgression of his lips,

But the righteous will come
through dtrouble.

14 A man will be satisfied with
good by the fruit of his
mouth,

And the recompense of a man’s
hands will be erendered to
him.

15 The fway of a fool is right in his
own eyes,

But he who heeds counsel is
wise.

16 A fool’s wrath is known at
once,

But a prudent man gcovers
shame.

17 He who speaks truth declares
righteousness,

But a false witness, deceit.
18 There is one who speaks like

the piercings of a sword,
But the tongue of the wise

promotes hhealth.
19 The truthful lip shall be

established forever,
But a ilying tongue is but for a

moment.
20 Deceit is in the heart of those

who devise evil,
But counselors of peace have

joy.
21 No jgrave trouble will overtake

the righteous,
But the wicked shall be filled

with evil.
22 kLying lips are an abomination

to the LORD,
But those who deal truthfully

are His delight.
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8 The ransom of a man’s life is
his riches,

But the poor does not hear
rebuke.

9 The light of the righteous
rejoices,

aBut the lamp of the wicked will
be put out.

10 By pride comes nothing but
bstrife,

But with the well-advised is
wisdom.

11 Wealth gained by dishonesty
will be cdiminished,

But he who gathers by labor
will increase.

12 Hope deferred makes the heart
sick,

But when the desire comes, it
is a tree of life.

13 He who despises the word will
be ddestroyed,

But he who fears the
commandment will be
rewarded.

14 The law of the wise is a
fountain of life,

To turn one away from the
snares of edeath.

15 Good understanding gains
ffavor,

But the way of the unfaithful is
hard.

16 Every prudent man acts with
knowledge,

But a fool lays open his gfolly.
17 A wicked messenger falls into

trouble,
But a faithful ambassador brings

hhealth.
18 Poverty and shame will come to

him who disdains
correction,

But he who regards a rebuke
will be honored.

19 A desire accomplished is sweet
to the soul,

But it is an abomination to fools
to depart from evil.

20 He who walks with wise men
will be wise,
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But the companion of fools will

be destroyed.
21 Evil pursues sinners,

But to the righteous, good shall
be repaid.

22 A good man leaves an
inheritance to his
children’s children,

But the iwealth of the sinner is
stored up for the righteous.

23 Much food is in the fallow
ground of the poor,

And for lack of justice there is
waste.*

24 He who jspares his rod hates
his son,

But he who loves him
disciplines him promptly.

25 The righteous eats to the
satisfying of his soul,

But the stomach of the wicked
shall be in want.

Contrast: righteousness and wickedness

14THE wise woman builds her
house,

But the foolish pulls it down
with her hands.

2 He who walks in his
uprightness fears the LORD,

But he who is perverse in his
ways despises Him.

3 In the mouth of a fool is a rod
of pride,

But the lips of the wise will
preserve them.

4 Where no oxen are, the trough
is clean;

But much increase comes by
the strength of an ox.

5 A kfaithful witness does not lie,
But a false witness will utter

llies.
6 A scoffer seeks wisdom and

does not find it,
But knowledge is measy to him

who understands.
7 Go from the presence of a

foolish man,
*13:23 Literally what is swept away

13:11 by labor. Literally with the hand. 13:16 lays open. Literally spreads.



But he who has mercy on the
lpoor, happy is he.

22 Do they not go astray who
devise evil?

But mercy and truth belong to
those who devise good.

23 In all labor there is profit,
But idle chatter* leads only to

poverty.
24 The crown of the wise is their

riches,
But the foolishness of fools is

folly.
25 A true witness delivers msouls,

But a deceitful witness speaks
lies.

26 In the fear of the LORD there is
strong confidence,

And His children will have a
place of refuge.

27 The nfear of the LORD is a
ofountain of life,

To turn one away from the
snares of death.

28 In a multitude of people is a
king’s honor,

But in the lack of people is the
downfall of a prince.

29 pHe who is slow to wrath has
great understanding,

But he who is impulsive* exalts
folly.

30 A sound heart is life to the body,
But envy is rottenness to the

bones.
31 qHe who oppresses the poor

reproaches his Maker,
But he who honors Him has

mercy on the needy.
32 The wicked is banished in his

wickedness,
But the righteous has a rrefuge

in his death.
33 Wisdom rests in the heart of

him who has
understanding,

When you do not perceive in
him the lips of aknowledge.

8 The wisdom of the prudent is
to understand his way,

But the folly of fools is deceit.
9 bFools mock at sin,

But among the upright there is
favor.

10 The heart knows its own
bitterness,

And a stranger does not share
its joy.

11 The house of the wicked will
be overthrown,

But the tent of the upright will
cflourish.

12 There is a way that seems right
to a man,

But its dend is the way of edeath.
13 Even in laughter the heart may

sorrow,
And the end of mirth may be

fgrief.
14 The backslider in heart will be

gfilled with his own ways,
But a good man will be satisfied

from habove.*

15 The simple believes every word,
But the prudent considers well

his steps.
16 A wise man fears and departs

from evil,
But a fool rages and is 

self-confident.
17 A quick-tempered man acts

foolishly,
And a man of wicked intentions

is hated.
18 The simple inherit folly,

But the prudent are crowned
with knowledge.

19 The evil will ibow before the
good,

And the wicked at the gates of
the righteous.

20 The poor man is jhated even by
his own neighbor,

But the rich has many kfriends.
21 He who despises his neighbor

sins;
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But what is in the heart of fools
is made known.

34 Righteousness exalts a anation,
But sin is a reproach to any

people.
35 The bking’s favor is toward a

wise servant,
But his wrath is against him

who causes shame.

Contrast: righteousness and wickedness

15A cSOFT answer turns away
wrath,

dBut a harsh word stirs up anger.
2 The tongue of the wise uses

knowledge rightly,
But the mouth of fools pours

forth foolishness.
3 The eeyes of the LORD are in

every place,
Keeping watch on the evil and

the good.
4 A wholesome tongue is a tree

of life,
But perverseness in it breaks

the spirit.
5 A fool despises his father’s

instruction,
But he who receives correction

is prudent.
6 In the house of the righteous

there is much treasure,
But in the revenue of the

wicked is trouble.
7 The lips of the wise disperse

knowledge,
But the heart of the fool does

not do so.
8 The fsacrifice of the wicked is

an abomination to the
LORD,

But the prayer of the upright is
His delight.

9 The way of the wicked is an
abomination to the LORD,

But He loves him who follows
righteousness.

10 Harsh discipline is for him who
forsakes the way,

And he who hates correction
will die.
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11 gHell* and Destruction are

before the LORD;
So how much more the hearts

of the sons of men.
12 A scoffer does not love one

who corrects him,
Nor will he go to the wise.

13 A hmerry heart makes a
cheerful countenance,

But by sorrow of the heart the
spirit is broken.

14 The heart of him who has
understanding seeks
knowledge,

But the mouth of fools feeds on
foolishness.

15 All the days of the afflicted are
evil,

But he who is of a merry heart
has a continual feast.

16 iBetter is a little with the jfear
of the LORD,

Than great treasure with
trouble.

17 kBetter is a dinner of herbs*

where love is,
Than a fatted calf with hatred.

18 A wrathful man stirs up strife,
But he who is slow to anger

allays contention.
19 The way of the lazy man is like

a hedge of thorns,
But the way of the upright is a

highway.
20 A wise son makes a father glad,

But a foolish man despises his
mother.

21 Folly is l joy to him who is
destitute of discernment,

mBut a man of understanding
walks uprightly.

22 Without counsel, plans go
nawry,

But in the multitude of
counselors they are
established.

23 A man has joy by the answer of
his mouth,

*15:11 Or Sheol *15:17 Or vegetables

15:11 Destruction. Hebrew Abaddon.



4 The mLORD has made all for
Himself,

nYes, even the wicked for the
day of doom.

5 oEveryone proud in heart is an
abomination to the LORD;

Though they join forces,* none
will go unpunished.

6 In mercy and truth
Atonement is provided for

iniquity;
And by the fear of the LORD one

departs from evil.
7 When a man’s ways please the

LORD,
He makes even his enemies to

be at peace with him.
8 pBetter is a little with

righteousness,
Than vast revenues without

justice.
9 A man’s heart plans his way,

qBut the LORD directs his steps.
10 Divination is on the lips of the

king;
His mouth must not transgress

in judgment.
11 Honest weights and scales are

the LORD’S;
All the weights in the bag are

His work.
12 It is an abomination for kings to

commit wickedness,
For a throne is established by

righteousness.
13 Righteous lips are the delight of

kings,
And they love him who speaks

what is right.
14 As messengers of death is the

king’s wrath,
But a wise man will rappease it.

15 In the light of the king’s face is
life,

And his favor is like a scloud of
the latter rain.

16 tHow much better to get
wisdom than gold!

And to get understanding is to
be chosen rather than silver.

And a aword spoken in due
season, how good it is!

24 The bway of life winds upward
for the wise,

That he may cturn away from
dhell* below.

25 The LORD will destroy the
house of the eproud,

But He will establish the
boundary of the widow.

26 The thoughts of the wicked are
an abomination to the LORD,

But the words of the pure are
pleasant.

27 fHe who is greedy for gain
troubles his own house,

But he who hates bribes will
live.

28 The heart of the righteous
gstudies how to answer,

But the mouth of the wicked
pours forth evil.

29 The LORD is far from the wicked,
But He hears the prayer of the

hrighteous.
30 The light of the eyes rejoices

the heart,
And a good report makes the

bones healthy.*

31 The ear that hears the rebukes
of life

Will abide among the wise.
32 He who disdains instruction

despises his own soul,
But he who heeds rebuke gets

understanding.
33 The ifear of the LORD is the

instruction of wisdom,
And before honor is jhumility.

Contrast: righteousness and wickedness

16THE preparations of the
heart belong to man,

But the answer of the tongue is
from the LORD.

2 All the ways of a man are pure
in his own keyes,

But the LORD lweighs the spirits.
3 Commit your works to the LORD,

And your thoughts will be
established.
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17 The highway of the upright is
to depart from evil;

He who keeps his way
preserves his soul.

18 Pride goes before destruction,
And a haughty spirit before a

fall.
19 Better to be of a humble spirit

with the lowly,
Than to divide the spoil with

the proud.
20 He who heeds the word wisely

will find good,
And whoever trusts in the

LORD, happy is he.
21 The wise in heart will be called

prudent,
And sweetness of the lips

increases learning.
22 Understanding is a wellspring

of life to him who has it.
But the correction of fools is

folly.
23 The heart of the wise teaches

his mouth,
And adds learning to his lips.

24 Pleasant words are like a
honeycomb,

Sweetness to the soul and
health to the bones.

25 There is a way that seems right
to a man,

But its end is the way of adeath.
26 The person who labors, labors

for himself,
For his hungry mouth drives

bhim on.
27 An ungodly man digs up evil,

And it is on his lips like a
burning cfire.

28 A perverse man sows strife,
And a dwhisperer separates the

best of friends.
29 A violent man entices his

neighbor,
And leads him in a way that is

not good.
30 He winks his eye to devise

perverse things;
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He purses his lips and brings

about evil.
31 The esilver-haired head is a

crown of glory,
If it is found in the way of

righteousness.
32 He who is fslow to anger is

better than the mighty,
And he who rules his spirit

than he who takes a city.
33 The lot is cast into the lap,

But its every decision is from
the LORD.

Contrast: righteousness and wickedness

17BETTER is a dry morsel with
quietness,

Than a house full of feasting*

with strife.
2 A wise servant will rule over a

son who causes shame,
And will share an inheritance

among the brothers.
3 The grefining pot is for silver

and the furnace for gold,
But the LORD htests the hearts.

4 An evildoer gives heed to false
lips;

A liar listens eagerly to a
spiteful tongue.

5 iHe who mocks the poor
reproaches his Maker;

jHe who is glad at calamity will
not go unpunished.

6 kChildren’s children are the
crown of old men,

And the glory of children is
their father.

7 Excellent speech is not
becoming to a fool,

Much less lying lips to a prince.
8 A present is a precious stone in

the eyes of its possessor;
Wherever he turns, he

prospers.
9 He who covers a transgression

seeks llove,
*17:1 Or sacrificial meals

16:20 trusts. Trust is the characteristic OT word for
the NT “faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the
OT, and is the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to

take refuge (Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps.
22:8).

17:5 unpunished. Literally be held innocent.



23 A wicked man accepts a bribe
behind the back*

To pervert the ways of g justice.
24 Wisdom is in the sight of him

who has understanding,
But the eyes of a fool are on the

ends of the earth.
25 A hfoolish son is a grief to his

father,
And bitterness to her who bore

him.
26 Also, to punish the righteous is

not good,
Nor to strike princes for their

uprightness.
27 He who has knowledge ispares

his words,
And a man of understanding is

of a calm spirit.
28 Even a fool is counted wise

when he holds his peace;
When he shuts his lips, he is

considered perceptive.

Contrast: righteousness and
wickedness

18A MAN who isolates himself
seeks his own desire;

He rages against all wise
judgment.

2 A fool has no delight in
understanding,

But in jexpressing his own
heart.

3 When the wicked comes,
contempt comes also;

And with dishonor comes
reproach.

4 The words of a man’s mouth
are deep waters;

The wellspring of wisdom is a
flowing brook.

5 It is not good to show partiality
to the wicked,

Or to overthrow the righteous
in k judgment.

6 A fool’s lips enter into
contention,

And his mouth calls for blows.
7 A fool’s mouth is his

destruction,

But he who repeats a matter
separates friends.

10 aRebuke is more effective for a
wise man

Than a hundred blows on a
fool.

11 An evil man seeks only
rebellion;

Therefore a cruel messenger
will be sent against him.

12 Let a man meet a bbear robbed
of her cubs,

Rather than a fool in his folly.
13 cWhoever rewards evil for good,

Evil will not depart from his
house.

14 The beginning of strife is like
releasing water;

Therefore stop contention
before a quarrel starts.

15 dHe who justifies the wicked, and
he who condemns the just,

Both of them alike are an
abomination to the LORD.

16 Why is there in the hand of a
fool the purchase price of
wisdom,

Since he has no heart for it?
17 A friend loves at all times,

And a brother is born for
adversity.

18 A man devoid of understanding
shakes hands in a pledge,

And becomes surety for his
friend.

19 He who loves transgression
loves strife,

And he who exalts his gate
seeks destruction.

20 He who has a deceitful heart
finds no good,

And he who has a perverse
etongue falls into evil.

21 He who begets a scoffer does
so to his sorrow,

And the father of a fool has no
joy.

22 A fmerry heart does good, like
medicine,*

But a broken spirit dries the
bones.
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*17:22 Or makes medicine even better
*17:23 Literally from the bosom



And his lips are the snare of his
asoul.

8 The words of a talebearer are
like tasty trifles,*

And they go down into the
inmost body.

9 He who is slothful in his work
Is a brother to him who is a

great destroyer.
10 The name of the LORD is a

strong btower;
The righteous run to it and are

safe.
11 The rich man’s wealth is his

cstrong city,
And like a high wall in his own

esteem.
12 Before destruction the heart of

a man is haughty,
And before honor is dhumility.

13 He who answers a matter
before he hears it,

It is folly and shame to him.
14 The spirit of a man will sustain

him in sickness,
But who can bear a broken

spirit?
15 The heart of the prudent

acquires knowledge,
And the ear of the wise seeks

knowledge.
16 A man’s egift makes room for

him,
And brings him before great

men.
17 The first one to plead his cause

seems right,
Until his neighbor comes and

examines him.
18 Casting flots causes contentions

to cease,
And keeps the mighty apart.

19 A brother offended is harder to
win than a strong city,

And contentions are like the
bars of a castle.

20 A man’s stomach shall be
satisfied from the fruit of
his mouth;
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From the produce of his lips he

shall be gfilled.
21 Death and life are in the

hpower of the tongue,
And those who love it will eat

its fruit.
22 iHe who finds a wife finds a

good thing,
And obtains favor from the LORD.

23 The poor man uses entreaties,
But the rich answers jroughly.

24 A man who has friends must
himself be friendly,*

But there is a kfriend who
sticks closer than a brother.

Contrast: righteousness and wickedness

19BETTER is the poor who
walks in his integrity

Than one who is perverse in
his lips, and is a fool.

2 Also it is not good for a soul to
be without knowledge,

And he sins who hastens with
his feet.

3 The foolishness of a man twists
his way,

And his heart frets against the
LORD.

4 lWealth makes many friends,
But the poor is separated from

his friend.
5 A mfalse witness will not go

unpunished,
And he who speaks lies will not

escape.
6 Many entreat the favor of the

nobility,
And every man is a friend to

one who gives gifts.
7 All the brothers of the poor

hate him;
How much more do his friends

go far from him!
He may pursue them with

words, yet they abandon
him.

*18:8 A Jewish tradition reads wounds.
*18:24 Following Greek manuscripts, Targum,
Syriac, and Vulgate; Masoretic Text reads may come
to ruin

18:8 talebearer. Literally whisperer. Prov. 26:22.



20 Listen to counsel and receive
instruction,

That you may be wise in your
latter days.

21 There are many plans in a
man’s heart,

Nevertheless the LORD’S
jcounsel—that will stand.

22 What is desired in a man is
kindness,

And a poor man is better than a
liar.

23 The fear of the LORD leads to
life,

And he who has it will abide in
satisfaction;

He will not be visited with evil.
24 A lazy man buries his hand in

the kbowl,*
And will not so much as bring

it to his mouth again.
25 Strike a scoffer, and the simple

will become wary;
Rebuke one who has

understanding, and he will
discern knowledge.

26 He who mistreats his father
and chases away his
mother

Is a son who causes shame and
brings reproach.

27 Cease listening to instruction,
my son,

And you will stray from the
words of knowledge.

28 A disreputable witness scorns
justice,

And the mouth of the wicked
devours iniquity.

29 Judgments are prepared for
scoffers,

And beatings for the backs of
fools.

8 He who gets wisdom loves his
own soul;

He who keeps understanding
will find agood.

9 A false witness will not go
unpunished,

And he who speaks lies shall
perish.

10 Luxury is not fitting for a fool,
Much less for a bservant to rule

over princes.
11 The discretion of a man makes

him slow to anger,
And his glory is to coverlook a

transgression.
12 The king’s wrath is like the

roaring of a lion,
But his favor is dlike dew on

the grass.
13 A foolish son is the ruin of his

father,
And the econtentions of a wife

are a continual dripping.
14 Houses and riches are an

inheritance from fathers,
But a fprudent wife is from the

LORD.
15 Laziness casts one into a deep

sleep,
And an idle person will suffer

hunger.
16 gHe who keeps the

commandment keeps his
soul,

But he who is careless* of his
ways will die.

17 hHe who has pity on the poor
lends to the LORD,

And He will pay back what he
has given.

18 iChasten your son while there is
hope,

And do not set your heart on
his destruction.*

19 A man of great wrath will suffer
punishment;

For if you rescue him, you will
have to do it again.
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*19:16 Literally despises, figurative of recklessness
or carelessness *19:18 Literally to put him to
death; a Jewish tradition reads his crying.
*19:24 Septuagint and Syriac read bosom; Targum
and Vulgate read armpit.

19:23 fear. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expression
meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.

19:25 will become wary. Literally will be cunning.



Contrast: righteousness and wickedness

20 aWINE is a mocker,
Strong drink is a brawler,

And whoever is led astray by it
is not wise.

2 The wrath* of a king is like the
roaring of a lion;

Whoever provokes him to anger
sins against his own life.

3 It is honorable for a man to
stop striving,

Since any fool can start a
quarrel.

4 The lazy man will not plow
because of winter;

He will beg during harvest and
have nothing.

5 Counsel in the heart of man is
like deep water,

But a man of understanding
will draw it out.

6 Most men will bproclaim each
his own goodness,

But who can find a faithful
man?

7 The righteous man walks in his
integrity;

His children are blessed after
him.

8 A king who sits on the throne
of judgment

Scatters all evil with his eyes.
9 cWho can say, “I have made my

heart clean,
I am pure from my sin”?

10 dDiverse weights and diverse
measures,

They are both alike, an
abomination to the LORD.

11 Even a child is known by his
deeds,

Whether what he does is pure
and right.

12 The hearing ear and the seeing
eye,

The LORD has made them both.
13 Do not love sleep, lest you

come to poverty;
Open your eyes, and you will

be satisfied with bread.
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14“ It is good for nothing,”* cries

the buyer;
But when he has gone his way,

then he boasts.
15 There is gold and a multitude of

rubies,
But the lips of eknowledge are a

precious jewel.
16 Take the garment of one who is

surety for a stranger,
And hold it as a pledge when it

is for a seductress.
17 Bread gained by deceit is sweet

to a man,
But afterward his mouth will be

filled with gravel.
18 Plans are established by

counsel;
By wise counsel wage war.

19 He who goes about as a
talebearer reveals secrets;

Therefore do not associate with
one who flatters with his
lips.

20 fWhoever curses his father or
his mother,

His glamp will be put out in
deep darkness.

21 An hinheritance gained hastily
at the beginning

Will not be blessed at the end.
22 iDo not say, “I will recompense

evil”;
jWait for the LORD, and He will

save you.
23 kDiverse weights are an

abomination to the LORD,
And dishonest scales are not

good.
24 A man’s steps are of the LORD;

How then can a man
understand his own way?

25 It is a snare for a man to devote
rashly something as holy,

And afterward to reconsider his
vows.

26 A wise king sifts out the
wicked,

And brings the threshing wheel
over them.

*20:2 Literally fear or terror which is produced by
the king’s wrath *20:14 Literally evil, evil



9 Better to dwell in a corner of a
housetop,

Than in a house shared with a
gcontentious woman.

10 The soul of the wicked desires
evil;

His neighbor hfinds no favor in
his eyes.

11 When the scoffer is punished,
the simple is made iwise;

But when the wise is instructed,
he receives knowledge.

12 The righteous God wisely
considers the house of the
wicked,

Overthrowing the wicked for
their wickedness.

13 jWhoever shuts his ears to the
cry of the poor

Will also cry himself and not be
heard.

14 A gift in secret pacifies anger,
And a bribe behind the back,*

strong wrath.
15 It is a joy for the k just to do

justice,
But destruction will come to

the workers of iniquity.
16 A man who wanders from the

way of understanding
Will rest in the assembly of the

ldead.
17 He who loves pleasure will be a

poor man;
He who loves wine and oil will

not be rich.
18 The wicked shall be a ransom

for the righteous,
And the unfaithful for the

upright.
19 Better to dwell in the

wilderness,
Than with a contentious and

angry woman.

27 The aspirit of a man is the lamp
of the LORD,

Searching all the inner depths
of his heart.*

28 Mercy and truth preserve the
king,

And by lovingkindness he
upholds his throne.

29 The glory of young men is their
strength,

And the splendor of old men is
their bgray head.

30 Blows that hurt cleanse away
evil,

As do stripes the inner depths
of the heart.*

Contrast: righteousness and wickedness

21THE king’s heart is in the
hand of the LORD,

Like the rivers of water;
He cturns it wherever He

wishes.
2 Every way of a man is right in

his own eyes,
But the LORD dweighs the

hearts.
3 To do erighteousness and

justice
Is more acceptable to the LORD

than sacrifice.
4 A fhaughty look, a proud heart,

And the plowing of the wicked
are sin.

5 The plans of the diligent lead
surely to plenty,

But those of everyone who is
hasty, surely to poverty.

6 Getting treasures by a lying
tongue

Is the fleeting fantasy of those
who seek death.*

7 The violence of the wicked will
destroy them,*

Because they refuse to do
justice.

8 The way of a guilty man is
perverse;*

But as for the pure, his work is
right.
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*20:27 Literally the rooms of the belly
*20:30 Literally the rooms of the belly
*21:6 Septuagint reads Pursue vanity on the snares
of death; Vulgate reads Is vain and foolish, and shall
stumble on the snares of death; Targum reads They
shall be destroyed, and they shall fall who seek
death. *21:7 Literally drag them away
*21:8 Or The way of a man is perverse and strange
*21:14 Literally in the bosom

21:4 plowing of the wicked. Literally the light of the wicked.



20 There is desirable treasure,
And oil in the dwelling of the

wise,
But a foolish man squanders it.

21 He who afollows righteousness
and mercy

Finds life, righteousness, and
honor.

22 A bwise man scales the city of
the mighty,

And brings down the trusted
stronghold.

23 cWhoever guards his mouth and
tongue

Keeps his soul from troubles.
24 A proud and haughty man—

“Scoffer” is his name;
He acts with arrogant pride.

25 The ddesire of the lazy man
kills him,

For his hands refuse to labor.
26 He covets greedily all day long,

But the righteous egives and
does not spare.

27 The fsacrifice of the wicked is
an abomination;

How much more when he
brings it with wicked
intent!

28 A false witness shall perish,
But the man who hears him

will speak endlessly.
29 A wicked man hardens his face,

But as for the upright, he
establishes* his way.

30 There is no wisdom or
understanding

Or counsel against the LORD.
31 The horse is prepared for the

day of battle,
But deliverance is of the gLORD.

Contrast: righteousness and wickedness

22A hGOOD name is to be
chosen rather than great
riches,

Loving favor rather than silver
and gold.

2 The irich and the poor have
this in common,

The jLORD is the maker of them
all.
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3 A prudent man foresees evil

and hides himself,
But the simple pass on and are

kpunished.
4 By humility and the lfear of the

LORD
Are riches and honor and life.

5 Thorns and snares are in the
way of the perverse;

He who guards his soul will be
far from them.

6mTrain up a child in the way he
should go,

And when he is old he will not
depart from it.

7 The nrich rules over the poor,
And the borrower is servant to

the lender.
8 He who sows iniquity will reap

osorrow,
And the rod of his anger will

fail.
9 He who has a pgenerous eye

will be qblessed,
For he gives of his bread to the

poor.
10 Cast out the scoffer, and

contention will leave;
Yes, strife and reproach will

rcease.
11 He who loves purity of heart

And has grace on his lips,
The king will be his friend.

12 The eyes of the LORD preserve
knowledge,

But He overthrows the words
of the faithless.

13 The lazy man says, “There is a
lion outside!

I shall be slain in the sstreets!”
14 The mouth of an immoral

woman is a deep pit;
He who is abhorred by the

LORD will fall tthere.
15 Foolishness is bound up in the

heart of a child;
The urod of correction will

drive it far from him.
16 He who oppresses the poor to

increase his riches,
*21:29 Qere and Septuagint read understands.



Contrast: righteousness and wickedness

23WHEN you sit down to eat
with a ruler,

Consider carefully what is
before you;

2 And put a knife to your throat
If you are a man given to

appetite.
3 Do not desire his delicacies,

For they are deceptive food.
4 iDo not overwork to be rich;

Because of your own
understanding, cease!

5 Will you set your eyes on that
which is not?

For riches certainly make
themselves jwings;

They fly away like an eagle
toward heaven.

6 Do not eat the bread of a
kmiser,*

Nor desire his delicacies;
7 For as he thinks in his heart, so

is he.
“Eat and drink!” he says to you,

But his heart is not with you.
8 The morsel you have eaten, you

will vomit up,
And waste your pleasant words.

9 lDo not speak in the hearing of
a fool,

For he will despise the wisdom
of your words.

10mDo not remove the ancient
landmark,

Nor enter the fields of the
fatherless;

11 For their nRedeemer is mighty;
He will oplead their cause

against you.
12 Apply your heart to instruction,

And your ears to words of
knowledge.

13 Do not withhold pcorrection
from a child,

For if you beat him with a rod,
he will not die.

14 You shall beat him with a rod,
And deliver his soul from qhell.*

15 My son, if your heart is wise,
My heart will rejoice—indeed,

I myself;

And he who gives to the rich,
will surely come to poverty.

17 Incline your ear and hear the
words of the wise,

And apply your heart to my
knowledge;

18 For it is a pleasant thing if you
keep them within you;

Let them all be fixed upon your
lips,

19 So that your atrust may be in
the LORD;

I have instructed you today,
even you.

20 Have I not written to you
excellent things

Of counsels and knowledge,
21 That I may make you bknow

the certainty of the words
of truth,

That you may canswer words of
truth

To those who send to you?
22 Do not rob the dpoor because

he is poor,
Nor oppress the afflicted at the

gate;
23 For the LORD will eplead their

cause,
And plunder the soul of those

who plunder them.
24 Make no friendship with an

angry man,
And with a ffurious man do not

go,
25 Lest you learn his ways

And set a snare for your soul.
26 Do not be one of those who

shakes hands in a pledge,
One of those who is surety for

debts;
27 If you have nothing with which

to pay,
Why should he take away your

bed from under you?
28 gDo not remove the ancient

landmark
Which your fathers have set.

29 Do you see a man who excels
in his work?

He will stand before hkings;
He will not stand before

unknown men.
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16 Yes, my inmost being will rejoice
When your lips speak right

things.
17 Do not let your heart envy

sinners,
But be zealous for the afear of

the LORD all the day;
18 For surely there is a hereafter,

And your bhope will not be cut
off.

19 Hear, my son, and be wise;
And guide your heart in the

way.
20 cDo not mix with winebibbers,

Or with gluttonous eaters of
meat;

21 For the drunkard and the
glutton will come to
poverty,

And drowsiness will clothe a
man with rags.

22 Listen to your father who begot
you,

And do not despise your
mother when she is old.

23 Buy the truth, and do not sell it,
Also wisdom and instruction

and understanding.
24 The father of the righteous will

greatly rejoice,
And he who begets a wise child

will delight in him.
25 Let your father and your

mother be glad,
And let her who bore you

rejoice.
26 My son, give me your heart,

And let your eyes observe my
ways.

27 For a harlot is a deep dpit,
And a eseductress is a narrow

well.
28 She also lies in wait as for a

victim,
And increases the unfaithful

among men.
29 Who has woe?

Who has sorrow?
Who has contentions?
Who has complaints?
Who has wounds without cause?
Who has redness of eyes?
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k Rom. 1:30
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24:14

23:20

c Is. 5:22; Matt.
24:49; Luke
21:34; Rom.
13:13; Eph. 5:18

23:27

d Prov. 22:14
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30 fThose who linger long at the

wine,
Those who go in search of

mixed wine.
31 Do not look on the wine when

it is red,
When it sparkles in the cup,
When it swirls around smoothly;

32 At the last it bites like a serpent,
And stings like a viper.

33 Your eyes will see strange
things,

And your heart will utter
perverse things.

34 Yes, you will be like one who
lies down in the midst of
the sea,

Or like one who lies at the top
of the mast, saying:

35“They have struck me, but I was
not hurt;

They have beaten me, but I did
not feel it.

When shall I awake, that I may
seek ganother drink?”

Contrast: righteousness and wickedness

24 hDO not be envious of evil
men,

Nor desire to be with them;
2 For their heart devises violence,

And their lips talk of
troublemaking.

3 Through wisdom a house is
built,

And by understanding it is
established;

4 By knowledge the rooms are
filled

With all precious and pleasant
riches.

5 A iwise man is strong,
Yes, a man of knowledge

increases strength;
6 For by wise counsel you will

wage your own war,
And in a multitude of

counselors there is safety.
7 jWisdom is too lofty for a fool;

He does not open his mouth in
the gate.

8 He who kplots to do evil
Will be called a schemer.

23:31 swirls around smoothly. Or goes down smoothly.



The hlamp of the wicked will
be put out.

21 My son, fear the LORD and the
king;

Do not associate with those
given to change;

22 For their calamity will rise
suddenly,

And who knows the ruin those
two can bring?

23These things also belong to the
wise:

i It is not good to show partiality
in judgment.

24 He who says to the wicked,
“You are righteous,”

Him the people will curse;
Nations will abhor him.

25 But those who rebuke the
wicked will have jdelight,

And a good blessing will come
upon them.

26 He who gives a right answer
kisses the lips.

27 Prepare your outside work,
Make it fit for yourself in the

kfield;
And afterward build your house.

28 Do not be a witness against your
neighbor without cause,

For would you ldeceive* with
your lips?

29mDo not say, “I will do to him
just as he has done to me;

I will render to the man
according to his work.”

30 I went by the field of the lazy
man,

And by the vineyard of the man
devoid of understanding;

31 And there it was, all overgrown
with thorns;

Its surface was covered with
nettles;

Its stone wall was broken
down.

32 When I saw it, I considered it
well;

I looked on it and received
instruction:

9 The devising of foolishness is
sin,

And the scoffer is an
abomination to men.

10 If you afaint in the day of
adversity,

Your strength is small.
11 bDeliver those who are drawn

toward death,
And hold back those stumbling

to the slaughter.
12 If you say, “Surely we did not

know this,”
Does not He who cweighs the

hearts consider it?
He who keeps your soul, does

He not know it?
And will He not render to each

man daccording to his
deeds?

13 My son, eat honey because it is
good,

And the honeycomb which is
sweet to your taste;

14 So shall the knowledge of
wisdom be to your soul;

If you have found it, there is a
prospect,

And your ehope will not be cut
off.

15 Do not lie in wait, O wicked
man, against the dwelling
of the righteous;

Do not plunder his resting
place;

16 fFor a righteous man may fall
seven times

And rise again,
But the wicked shall fall by

calamity.
17 gDo not rejoice when your

enemy falls,
And do not let your heart be

glad when he stumbles;
18 Lest the LORD see it, and it

displease Him,
And He turn away His wrath

from him.
19 Do not fret because of

evildoers,
Nor be envious of the wicked;

20 For there will be no prospect
for the evil man;
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*24:28 Septuagint and Vulgate read Do not
deceive.

24:21 fear. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expression meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.



33 A little sleep, a little slumber,
A little folding of the hands to

rest;
34 aSo shall your poverty come like

a prowler,
And your need like an armed

man.

III. Proverbs of Solomon Selected
by Men of Hezekiah, 25—29

Warnings and instructions

25 bTHESE also are proverbs of
Solomon which the men of

Hezekiah king of Judah copied:
2 c It is the glory of God to conceal

a matter,
But the glory of kings is to

dsearch out a matter.
3 As the heavens for height and

the earth for depth,
So the heart of kings is

unsearchable.
4 eTake away the dross from silver,

And it will go to the silversmith
for jewelry.

5 Take away the wicked from
before the king,

And his throne will be
established in
frighteousness.
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g Luke 14:8-10
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h Prov. 17:14;
Matt. 5:25

25:9

i Matt. 18:15

25:11

j Prov. 15:23; Is.
50:4
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6 Do not exalt yourself in the

presence of the king,
And do not stand in the place

of the great;
7 For it is better that he say to

you,
“Come g up here,”

Than that you should be put
lower in the presence of
the prince,

Whom your eyes have seen.
8 hDo not go hastily to court;

For what will you do in the end,
When your neighbor has put

you to shame?
9 iDebate your case with your

neighbor,
And do not disclose the secret

to another;
10 Lest he who hears it expose

your shame,
And your reputation be ruined.

11 A word fitly jspoken is like
apples of gold

In settings of silver.
12 Like an earring of gold and an

ornament of fine gold
Is a wise rebuker to an

obedient ear.
13 Like the cold of snow in time of

harvest
Is a faithful messenger to those

who send him,

25:1 copied. Approximately 700 B.C. 25:9 the secret to another. Or the secret of another.
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26 A righteous man who falters
before the wicked

Is like a murky spring and a
polluted well.

27 It is not good to eat much honey;
hSo to seek one’s own glory is

not glory.
28 iWhoever has no rule over his

own spirit
Is like a city broken down,

without walls.

Warnings and instructions (contd.)

26AS snow in summer and
jrain in harvest,

So honor is not fitting for a fool.
2 Like a flitting sparrow, like a

flying swallow,
kSo a curse without cause shall

not alight.
3 A whip for the horse,

A bridle for the donkey,
And a rod for the fool’s lback.

4mDo not answer a fool according
to his folly,

Lest you also be like him.
5 Answer a fool according to his

folly,
Lest he be wise in his own

neyes.
6 He who sends a message by the

hand of a fool
Cuts off his own feet and

drinks violence.
7 Like the legs of the lame that

hang limp
Is a proverb in the mouth of

fools.
8 Like one who binds a stone in a

sling
Is he who gives honor to a fool.

9 Like a thorn that goes into the
hand of a drunkard

Is a proverb in the mouth of
fools.

10 The great God who formed
everything

Gives the fool his hire and the
transgressor his wages.*

For he refreshes the soul of his
masters.

14 Whoever falsely boasts of giving
Is alike clouds and wind

without rain.
15 bBy long forbearance a ruler is

persuaded,
And a gentle tongue breaks a

bone.
16 Have you found honey?

Eat only as much as you need,
Lest you be filled with it and

vomit.
17 Seldom set foot in your

neighbor’s house,
Lest he become weary of you

and hate you.
18 A man who bears false witness

against his neighbor
Is like a club, a sword, and a

sharp arrow.
19 Confidence in an unfaithful

man in time of trouble
Is like a bad tooth and a foot

out of joint.
20 Like one who takes away a

garment in cold weather,
And like vinegar on soda,

c Is one who sings songs to a
heavy heart.

21 d If your enemy is hungry, give
him bread to eat;

And if he is thirsty, give him
water to drink;

22 For so you will heap coals of
fire on his head,

And the eLORD will reward you.
23 The north wind brings forth

rain,
And a backbiting tongue an

angry countenance.
24 It is better to dwell in a corner

of a housetop,
Than in a house shared with a

fcontentious woman.
25 As cold water to a weary soul,

So is ggood news from a far
country.
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*26:10 The Hebrew is difficult; ancient and
modern translators differ greatly.

26:5 Verses 4–5 illustrate Eccl. 3:7. The apparent con-
tradiction between these verses is best resolved by remem-
bering two things: (1) There is nothing to be gained in an-
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occasions when to permit a fool to go unrefuted would
confirm him in his conceit. Examples: (1) see 2 Kin. 18:36;
(2) see Neh. 6:8; Job 2:9–10.



11 As a adog returns to his own
vomit,

So a fool repeats his folly.
12 bDo you see a man wise in his

own eyes?
There is more hope for a fool

than for him.
13 The lazy man says, “There is a

lion in the road!
A fierce lion is in the streets!”

14 As a door turns on its hinges,
So does the lazy man on his bed.

15 The clazy man buries his hand
in the bowl;

It wearies him to bring it back
to his mouth.

16 The lazy man is wiser in his
own eyes

Than seven men who can
answer sensibly.

17 He who passes by and meddles
in a quarrel not his own

Is like one who takes a dog by
the ears.

18 Like a madman who throws
firebrands, arrows, and
death,

19 d Is the man who deceives his
neighbor,

And says, “I was only joking!”
20 Where there is no wood, the

fire goes out;
And where there is no

talebearer, strife ceases.
21 eAs charcoal is to burning coals,

and wood to fire,
So is a contentious man to

kindle strife.
22 The words of a talebearer are

like tasty trifles,
And they go down into the

inmost body.
23 Fervent lips with a wicked heart

Are like earthenware covered
with silver dross.

24 He who hates, disguises it with
his lips,

And lays up deceit within
himself;

25 When he speaks kindly, do not
believe him,

For there are seven
abominations in his heart;
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26 Though his hatred is covered

by deceit,
His wickedness will be revealed

before the assembly.
27 fWhoever digs a pit will fall into

it,
And he who rolls a stone will

have it roll back on him.
28 A lying tongue hates those who

are crushed by it,
And a flattering mouth works

gruin.

Warnings and instructions (contd.)

27 hDO not boast about
tomorrow,

For you do not know what a
day may bring forth.

2 iLet another man praise you,
and not your own mouth;

A stranger, and not your own
lips.

3 A stone is heavy and sand is
weighty,

But a fool’s wrath is heavier
than both of them.

4 Wrath is cruel and anger a
torrent,

But jwho is able to stand before
jealousy?

5 kOpen rebuke is better
Than love carefully 

concealed.
6 Faithful are the wounds of a

friend,
But the kisses of an enemy are

ldeceitful.
7 A satisfied soul loathes the

honeycomb,
But to a hungry soul every

bitter thing is sweet.
8 Like a bird that wanders from

its nest
Is a man who wanders from his

place.
9 Ointment and perfume delight

the heart,
And the sweetness of a man’s

friend gives delight by
hearty counsel.

26:22 talebearer. Literally whisperer. Prov. 18:8.



22 Though you grind a fool in a
mortar with a pestle along
with crushed grain,

Yet his foolishness will not
depart from him.

23 Be diligent to know the state of
your flocks,

And attend to your iherds;
24 For riches are not forever,

Nor does a crown endure to all
generations.

25 When the hay is removed, and
the tender grass shows
itself,

And the herbs of the mountains
are gathered in,

26 The lambs will provide your
clothing,

And the goats the price of a
field;

27 You shall have enough goats’
milk for your food,

For the food of your household,
And the nourishment of your

maidservants.

Warnings and instructions (contd.)

28THE wicked jflee when no
one pursues,

But the righteous are bold as a
lion.

2 Because of the transgression of
a land, many are its
princes;

But by a man of understanding
and knowledge

Right will be prolonged.
3 A kpoor man who oppresses

the poor
Is like a driving rain which

leaves no food.
4 Those who forsake the law

praise the wicked,
But lsuch as keep the law

contend with them.
5 Evil men do not understand

justice,
But mthose who seek the LORD

understand all.

10 Do not forsake your own friend
or your father’s friend,

Nor go to your brother’s house
in the day of your calamity;

Better is a aneighbor nearby
than a brother far away.

11 bMy son, be wise, and make my
heart glad,

That I may answer him who
reproaches me.

12 A prudent man foresees evil
and hides himself;

The simple pass on and are
cpunished.

13 Take the garment of him who is
surety for a stranger,

And hold it in pledge when he
is surety for a seductress.

14 He who blesses his friend with
a loud voice, rising early in
the morning,

It will be counted a curse to him.
15 A dcontinual dripping on a very

rainy day
And a contentious woman are

alike;
16 Whoever restrains her restrains

the wind,
And grasps oil with his right

hand.
17 As iron sharpens iron,

So a man sharpens the
countenance of his friend.

18 eWhoever keeps the fig tree will
eat its fruit;

So he who waits on his master
will be honored.

19 As in water face reflects face,
So a man’s heart reveals the

man.
20 fHell* and Destruction are never

full;
So the eyes of man are never

gsatisfied.
21 The refining pot is for silver

and the furnace for gold,
And a man is valued by hwhat

others say of him.
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6 Better is the poor who walks in
his integrity

Than one perverse in his ways,
though he be rich.

7 Whoever keeps the law is a
discerning son,

But a companion of gluttons
shames his father.

8 One who increases his
possessions by usury and
extortion

Gathers it for him who will pity
the poor.

9 One who turns away his ear
from hearing the law,

aEven his prayer is an
abomination.

10 Whoever causes the upright to
go astray in an evil way,

He himself will fall into his
bown pit;

But the blameless will inherit
good.

11 The rich man is wise in his
own eyes,

But the poor who has
understanding searches
him out.

12 When the righteous rejoice,
there is great cglory;

But when the wicked arise,
men hide themselves.

13 dHe who covers his sins will not
prosper,

But whoever confesses and
forsakes them will have
mercy.

14 Happy is the man who is
always reverent,

But he who hardens his heart
will fall into calamity.

15 eLike a roaring lion and a
charging bear

Is a wicked ruler over poor
people.

16 A ruler who lacks understanding
is a great foppressor,

But he who hates covetousness
will prolong his days.
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17 A man burdened with

gbloodshed will flee into a
pit;

Let no one help him.
18 Whoever walks blamelessly will

be saved,
But he who is perverse in his

ways will suddenly fall.
19 He who tills his land will have

plenty of hbread,
But he who follows frivolity

will have poverty enough!
20 A faithful man will abound with

blessings,
But ihe who hastens to be rich

will not go unpunished.
21 To show partiality is not good,

Because for a jpiece of bread a
man will transgress.

22 A man with an evil eye
khastens after riches,

And does not consider that
lpoverty will come upon
him.

23 He who rebukes a man will
find more mfavor afterward

Than he who flatters with the
tongue.

24 Whoever robs his father or his
mother,

And says, “It is no
transgression,”

The same is companion to a
destroyer.

25 He who is of a proud heart stirs
up strife,

But he who trusts in the LORD
will be prospered.

26 He who ntrusts in his own
heart is a fool,

But whoever walks wisely will
be delivered.

27 oHe who gives to the poor will
not lack,

But he who hides his eyes will
have many curses.

28 When the wicked arise, men
hide themselves;

28:25 trusts. Trust is the characteristic OT word for the
NT “faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the OT,
and is the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to take

refuge (Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps. 22:8).
Also in 30:5.



13 The poor man and the oppressor
have this in common:

The LORD gives light to the eyes
of both.

14 The king who judges the ipoor
with truth,

His throne will be established
forever.

15 The rod and rebuke give
jwisdom,

But a child left to himself brings
shame to his mother.

16 When the wicked are
multiplied, transgression
increases;

But the righteous will see their
kfall.

17 Correct your son, and he will
give you rest;

Yes, he will give delight to your
soul.

18 lWhere there is no revelation,
the people cast off
restraint;

But happy is he who keeps the
law.

19 A servant will not be corrected
by mere words;

For though he understands, he
will not respond.

20 Do you see a man hasty in his
words?

mThere is more hope for a fool
than for him.

21 He who pampers his servant
from childhood

Will have him as a son in the
end.

22 An angry man stirs up strife,
And a furious man abounds in

transgression.
23 nA man’s pride will bring him

low,
But the humble in spirit will

retain honor.
24 Whoever is a partner with a

thief hates his own life;

But when they perish, the
righteous increase.

Warnings and instructions (contd.)

29HE who is aoften rebuked,
and hardens his neck,

Will bsuddenly be destroyed,
and that without remedy.

2 When the righteous are in
authority, the people
crejoice;

But when a wicked man rules,
the people groan.

3 Whoever loves wisdom makes
his father rejoice,

But a companion of harlots
wastes his wealth.

4 The king establishes the land
by justice,

But he who receives bribes
overthrows it.

5 A man who dflatters his
neighbor

Spreads a net for his feet.
6 By transgression an evil man is

snared,
But the righteous sings and

rejoices.
7 The righteous econsiders the

cause of the poor,
But the wicked does not

understand such
knowledge.

8 Scoffers set a city faflame,
But wise men turn away wrath.

9 If a wise man contends with a
foolish man,

Whether the fool rages or
laughs, there is no peace.

10 The gbloodthirsty hate the
blameless,

But the upright seek his well-
being.*

11 A fool vents all his hfeelings,*
But a wise man holds them

back.
12 If a ruler pays attention to lies,

All his servants become
wicked.
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*29:10 Literally soul *29:11 Literally spirit

29:18 revelation. The Hebrew word rendered “revela-
tion” indicates a revelation or vision from God, such as the

visions that the prophets saw. Observe, in the latter part of
this verse, the parallel to God’s law.



He swears to tell the truth,* but
reveals anothing.

25 The fear of man brings a bsnare,
But whoever trusts in the LORD

shall be safe.
26 Many seek the ruler’s favor,

But justice for man comes from
the LORD.

27 An unjust man is an
abomination to the
righteous,

And he who is upright in the
way is an abomination to
the wicked.

IV. Supplemental Proverbs
by Agur and Lemuel, 30—31

The words of Agur

30THE cwords of Agur the son
of Jakeh, his utterance. This

man declared to Ithiel—to Ithiel
and Ucal:

2 Surely I am more stupid than
any man,

And do not have the
understanding of a man.

3 I neither learned wisdom
Nor have dknowledge of the

Holy One.
4 eWho has ascended into heaven,

or descended?
Who has gathered the wind in

His fists?
Who has bound the waters in a

garment?
Who has established all the

ends of the earth?
What is His fname, and what is

His Son’s name,
If you know?

5 gEvery word of God is pure;
He is a hshield to those who

put their itrust in Him.
6 jDo not add to His words,

Lest He rebuke you, and you be
found a liar.

7 Two things I request of You
(Deprive me not before I die):

8 Remove falsehood and lies far
from me;
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Give me neither poverty nor

riches—
Feed me with the food kallotted

to me;
9 lLest I be full and deny You,

And say, “Who is the LORD?”
Or lest I be poor and steal,
And profane the name of my

God.
10 Do not malign a servant to his

master,
Lest he curse you, and you be

found guilty.
11 There is a generation that

curses its mfather,
And does not bless its mother.

12 There is a generation that is
pure in its own neyes,

Yet is not washed from its
filthiness.

13 There is a generation—oh, how
olofty are their eyes!

And their eyelids are lifted up.
14 There is a generation whose

teeth are like swords,
And whose fangs are like

knives,
To devour the poor from off the

earth,
And the needy from among

men.
15 The leech has two daughters—

Give and Give!

There are three things that are
never satisfied,

Four never say, “Enough!”:
16 The pgrave,*

The barren womb,
The earth that is not satisfied

with water—
And the fire never says,

“Enough!”
17 The eye that qmocks his father,

And scorns obedience to his
mother,

The ravens of the valley will
pick it out,

And the young eagles will eat it.
18 There are three things which

are too wonderful for me,
*29:24 Literally hears the adjuration
*30:16 Or Sheol

30:1 utterance. Or oracle.
30:5 pure. Literally purified.

Agur: an assembler. Author of Proverbs 30.



32 If you have been foolish in
exalting yourself,

Or if you have devised evil,
eput your hand on your
mouth.

33 For as the churning of milk
produces butter,

And wringing the nose
produces blood,

So the forcing of wrath
produces strife.

The words of Lemuel:
the curse of intemperance

31THE words of King Lemuel,
the utterance which his

mother taught him:
2 What, my son?

And what, son of my womb?
And what, son of my vows?

3 Do not give your strength to
women,

Nor your ways to that which
destroys kings.

4 It is not for kings, O Lemuel,
It is not for kings to drink

wine,
Nor for princes intoxicating

drink;
5 Lest they drink and forget the

law,
And pervert the justice of all

the afflicted.
6 Give strong drink to him who

is perishing,
And wine to those who are

fbitter of heart.
7 Let him drink and forget his

poverty,
And remember his misery no

more.
8 gOpen your mouth for the

speechless,
h In the cause of all who are

appointed to die.*
9 Open your mouth, i judge

righteously,
And jplead the cause of the

poor and needy.

Yes, four which I do not
understand:

19 The way of an eagle in the air,
The way of a serpent on a rock,
The way of a ship in the midst

of the sea,
And the way of a man with a

virgin.
20 This is the way of an adulterous

woman:
She eats and wipes her mouth,
And says, “I have done no

wickedness.”
21 For three things the earth is

perturbed,
Yes, for four it cannot bear up:

22 For a servant when he areigns,
A fool when he is filled with

food,
23 A hateful woman when she is

married,
And a maidservant who

succeeds her mistress.
24 There are four things which are

little on the earth,
But they are exceedingly wise:

25 The bants are a people not
strong,

Yet they prepare their food in
the summer;

26 The crock badgers* are a feeble
folk,

Yet they make their homes in
the crags;

27 The locusts have dno king,
Yet they all advance in ranks;

28 The spider* skillfully grasps
with its hands,

And it is in kings’ palaces.
29 There are three things which

are majestic in pace,
Yes, four which are stately in

walk:
30 A lion, which is mighty among

beasts
And does not turn away from

any;
31 A greyhound,*

A male goat also,
And a king whose troops are

with him.*
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*30:26 Or hyraxes *30:28 Or lizard
*30:31 Exact identity unknown * A Jewish
tradition reads a king against whom there is no
uprising. *31:8 Literally sons of passing away

31:1 utterance. Or oracle.

King Lemuel: devoted to God. An unknown king
credited with writing Proverbs 31; possibly King
Solomon or Hezekiah.



Portrait of the virtuous wife
10 Who* can find a avirtuous*

wife?
For her worth is far above

rubies.
11 The heart of her husband safely

trusts her;
So he will have no lack of gain.

12 She does him good and not evil
All the days of her life.

13 She seeks wool and flax,
And willingly works with her

hands.
14 She is like the merchant ships,

She brings her food from afar.
15 bShe also rises while it is yet

night,
And cprovides food for her

household,
And a portion for her

maidservants.
16 She considers a field and buys

it;
From her profits she plants a

vineyard.
17 She girds herself with strength,

And strengthens her arms.
18 She perceives that her

merchandise is good,
And her lamp does not go out

by night.
19 She stretches out her hands to

the distaff,
And her hand holds the

spindle.
20 She dextends her hand to the

poor,
Yes, she reaches out her hands

to the needy.
21 She is not afraid of snow for

her household,
For all her household is clothed

with scarlet.
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e Prov. 12:4
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a Prov. 12:4;
19:14
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c Cp. Luke 12:42
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22 She makes tapestry for herself;

Her clothing is fine linen and
purple.

23 eHer husband is known in the
gates,

When he sits among the elders
of the land.

24 She makes linen garments and
sells them,

And supplies sashes for the
merchants.

25 Strength and honor are her
clothing;

She shall rejoice in time to
come.

26 She opens her mouth with
wisdom,

And on her tongue is the law of
kindness.

27 She watches over the ways of
her household,

And does not eat the bread of
idleness.

28 Her children rise up and call
her blessed;

Her husband also, and he
praises her:

29“Many daughters have done
well,

But you excel them all.”
30 Charm is deceitful and beauty

is passing,
But a woman who fears the

LORD, she shall be praised.
31 Give her of the fruit of her

hands,
And let her own works praise

her in the gates.
*31:10 Verses 10 through 31 are an alphabetic
acrostic in Hebrew (compare Psalm 119).
* Literally a wife of valor, in the sense of all forms of
excellence

31:11 trusts. Trust is the characteristic OT word for the
NT “faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the OT,
and is the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to take

refuge (Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps. 22:8).
31:30 fears. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expression

meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Solomon Man’s Reasoning 10th Cent. B.C.

Background
Ecclesiastes, the title, is taken from the Septuagint translation of the Old Testament It is a rendition of the Hebrew word
koheleth and implies that the author is a teacher or preacher. In good part autobiographical, Ecclesiastes reflects those ex-
periences of Solomon, “the Preacher . . . king in Jerusalem” (1:1), which corroborate his theme, “Vanity of vanities! All
is vanity.” (1:2); by “vanity” Solomon means that which is empty, without permanent value, that which leads to frustra-
tion.

Ecclesiastes is the book of man “under the sun” reasoning about life. The philosophy it sets forth, which makes no
claim to revelation but which inspiration records for our instruction, represents the world-view of one of the wisest of
men, who knew that there is a holy God and that He will bring everything into judgment. Key expressions are “under the
sun,” “I perceived,” “I said in my heart.” The mood of the book is generally one of sadness: words like “labor,” “toil,” or
“work” occur often, as do “evil” and “misfortune.” The expression “grasping for the wind” occurs fully nine times; and
such words as “oppression,” “sorrow,” and “mourning” are prominent. The concluding chapter rises to the level of the
fear of the LORD and obedience to His commandments.

Outline
Ecclesiastes may be divided as follows:

I. The Preacher’s Experience of the Meaninglessness of Earthly Things 1:1—4:16
A. His Theme: Everything is Meaningless 1:1–2
B. Proof of the Theme 1:3—3:22

1. The Ceaseless Cycle of Created Things 1:3–11
2. Failure of Wisdom to Satisfy 1:12–18
3. Failure of Pleasure and Riches to Satisfy 2:1–11
4. Failure of Both Wisdom and Folly 2:12–26
5. The Weary Round of Life 3:1–22

C. Life’s Oppressions and Inequalities 4: 1–16
II. Exhortations in the Light of This Experience 5:1—10:20

A. Failure of Mere Religious Practices to Satisfy 5:1–8
B. The Futility of Riches 5:9–20
C. The Futility of Life 6:1–12
D. Human Wisdom’s Better Findings 7:1–29
E. Importance of Obeying Rulers 8:1–17
F. Certainty of Death Despite Wisdom 9:1–18

G. Danger of Folly 10:1–20
III. The Conclusion of the Matter 11:1—12:14

A. The Best Thing Possible to the Natural Man 11:1–10
B. Necessity of Fearing God 12:1–14
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I. The Preacher’s Experience of the
Vanity of Earthly Things, 1—4

His theme: all is vanity (cp. 12:8)

1THE words of the Preacher, the
son of David, aking in Jerusalem.

2“Vanity of vanities,” says the
Preacher;

“Vanity of vanities, ball is vanity.”

Theme proved: (1) the ceaseless
cycle of created things

3 cWhat profit has a man from all
his labor

In which he toils under the sun?
4 One generation passes away,

and another generation
comes;

But the earth abides forever.
5 The sun also rises, and the sun

goes down,
And hastens to the place where

it darose.
6 The ewind goes toward the

south,
And turns around to the north;
The wind whirls about

continually,
And comes again on its circuit.

7 All the rivers run into the sea,
Yet the sea is not full;
To the place from which the

rivers come,
There they return again.

8 All things are full of labor;
Man cannot express it.
The feye is not satisfied with

seeing,
Nor the ear filled with hearing.

9 gThat which has been is what
will be,

That which is done is what will
be done,

And there is nothing new
under the sun.

10 Is there anything of which it
may be said,

“See, this is new”?
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b Ps. 39:5-6; 62:9;
144:4; Rom.
8:20
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1:5

d Ps. 19:4-6
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e John 3:8
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It has already been in ancient

times before us.
11 There is hno remembrance of

former things,
Nor will there be any

remembrance of things
that are to come

By those who will come after.

(2) Wisdom cannot satisfy
12I, the Preacher, was king over

Israel in Jerusalem.
13And I set my heart to seek and

isearch out by wisdom concerning
all that is done under heaven; jthis
burdensome task God has given to
the sons of man, by which they may
be exercised.

14I have seen all the works that
are done under the sun; and indeed,
all is vanity and grasping for the
wind.
15 What is crooked cannot be

made kstraight,
And what is lacking cannot be

numbered.
16I communed with my heart,

saying, “Look, I have attained great-
ness, and have gained more wisdom
l than all who were before me in
Jerusalem. My heart has understood
great wisdom and knowledge.”

17And I mset my heart to know
wisdom and to know madness and
folly. I perceived that this also is
grasping for the wind.
18 For in much wisdom is much

grief,
And he who increases

knowledge increases
sorrow.

Proof continued: (3) pleasure
and riches cannot satisfy

2I nSAID in my heart, “Come
now, I will test you with omirth;

therefore enjoy pleasure”; but sure-
ly, this also was vanity.

2I said of laughter—“Madness!”;

1:2 Vanity of vanities. “Vanity,” in Ecclesiastes, and
usually in Scripture, refers not to foolish pride but to the
emptiness which is the final result of all life apart from God
(see Introduction). Vanity is futility. It is to be born, to toil,
to suffer, to experience some transitory joy which is as
nothing in view of eternity, to leave it all, and to die. See
Rom. 8:20–22. “All is vanity” is the thesis developed

throughout the book, stated here at the beginning and
reaching its climax in 12:8.

1:4 earth. Contrast Matt. 24:35. Man “under the sun”
might from his own experience mistakenly think that the
earth would continue indefinitely as it now is.

1:5 hastens. Literally pants.



(4) Wisdom is better than folly,
but both have an end

12 Then I turned myself to
consider wisdom and
jmadness and folly;

For what can the man do who
succeeds the king?—

Only what he has already
kdone.

13 Then I saw that wisdom lexcels
folly

As light excels darkness.
14 The mwise man’s eyes are in

his head,
But the fool walks in darkness.
Yet I myself perceived
That the nsame event happens

to them all.
15 So I said in my heart,

“As it happens to the fool,
It also happens to me,
And why was I then more

wise?”
Then I said in my heart,

“This also is vanity.”
16 For there is ono more

remembrance of the wise
than of the fool forever,

Since all that now is will be
forgotten in the days to
come.

And how does a wise man die?
As the fool!

17Therefore I hated life because
the work that was done under the
sun was distressing to me, for all is
vanity and grasping for the wind.

18Then I hated all my labor in
which I had toiled under the sun,
because I must pleave it to the man
who will come after me.

19And who knows whether he
will be wise or a fool? Yet he will
rule over all my labor in which I
toiled and in which I have shown
myself wise under the sun. This also
is vanity.

20Therefore I turned my heart
and despaired of all the labor in
which I had toiled under the sun.

21For there is a man whose labor
is with wisdom, knowledge, and
skill; yet he must leave his heritage

and of mirth, “What does it accom-
plish?”

3I searched in my heart how to
gratify my flesh with wine, while
guiding my heart with wisdom, and
how to lay hold on afolly, till I might
see what was bgood for the sons of
men to do under heaven all the days
of their lives.

4I made my works great, I built
myself chouses, and planted myself
vineyards.

5I made myself gardens and or-
chards, and I planted all kinds of
fruit trees in them.

6I made myself water pools from
which to water the growing trees of
the grove.

7I acquired male and female ser-
vants, and had servants born in my
house. Yes, I had greater posses-
sions of dherds and flocks than all
who were in Jerusalem before me.

8I also egathered for myself silver
and gold and the special treasures of
kings and of the provinces. I ac-
quired male and female singers, the
delights of the sons of men, and mu-
sical instruments* of all kinds.

9 fSo I became great and excelled
gmore than all who were before me
in Jerusalem. Also my wisdom re-
mained with me.
10 Whatever my eyes desired I did

not keep from them.
I did not withhold my heart

from any pleasure,
For my heart rejoiced in all my

labor;
And this was my hreward from

all my labor.
11 Then I looked on all the works

that my hands had done
And on the labor in which I

had toiled;
And indeed all was ivanity and

grasping for the wind.
There was no profit under the

sun.
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*2:8 Exact meaning unknown

2:3 to gratify. Literally to draw.

2:1 PARADOXES OF LIFE
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to a man who has not labored for it.
This also is vanity and a great evil.

22aFor what has man for all his la-
bor, and for the striving of his heart
with which he has toiled under the
sun?

23For all his days are bsorrowful,
and his work burdensome; even in
the night his heart takes no rest.
This also is vanity.

24Nothing is cbetter for a man
than that he should eat and drink,
and that his soul should enjoy good
in his labor. This also, I saw, was
from the hand of God.

25For who can eat, or who can
have enjoyment, more than I?*

26For God gives dwisdom and
knowledge and joy to a man who is
good in His sight; but to the sinner
He gives the work of egathering and
collecting, that he may give to him
who is good before God. This also is
vanity and grasping for the wind.

Proof continued: (5) the weary
round of life

3TO everything there is a
season,

A time for every purpose under
heaven:

2 A time to be born,
And a time to fdie;

A time to plant,
And a time to pluck what is

planted;
3 A time to kill,

And a time to heal;
A time to break down,

And a time to build up;
4 A time to gweep,

And a time to laugh;
A time to mourn,

And a time to dance;
5 A time to cast away stones,

And a time to gather stones;
A time to embrace,

And a time to hrefrain from
embracing;

6 A time to gain,
And a time to lose;

A time to keep,
And a time to throw away;
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7 A time to tear,

And a time to sew;
A time to keep isilence,

And a time to jspeak;
8 A time to love,

And a time to khate;
A time of war,

And a time of peace.
9What profit has the worker from

that in which he labors?
10I have seen the God-given ltask

with which the sons of men are to
be occupied.

11He has made everything beauti-
ful in its time. Also He has put eter-
nity in their hearts, except that no
one can m find out the work that
God does from beginning to end.

12I know that nothing is nbetter
for them than to rejoice, and to do
good in their lives,

13and also that every man should
eat and drink and enjoy the good of
all his labor—it is the ogift of God.
14 I know that whatever God

does,
It shall be forever.

pNothing can be added to it,
And nothing taken from it.
God does it, that men should

qfear before Him.
15 That which is has already been,

And what is to be has already
been;

*2:25 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and
Vulgate; some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, and
Syriac read without Him.

2:26 in His sight. Literally before him. Gen. 7:1; Luke 1:6.
3:1 A time for every purpose. God’s sure purpose must

not be confused with fatalism, a theory proved false by
God’s appeals to men to repent and obey.

3:1 POSITIVE AND 
NEGATIVE ACTIVITIES

Positive: a time to . . . Negative: a time to . . .
be born die
plant pluck
heal kill
build up break down
laugh weep
dance mourn
gather stones cast away stones
embrace refrain from embracing
gain lose
keep throw away
sew tear
speak keep silence
love hate
peace war



3 Yet, better than both is he who
has never existed,

Who has not seen the evil work
that is done under the sun.

4Again, I saw that for all toil and
every skillful work a man is envied
by his neighbor. This also is vanity
and grasping for the wind.

5 The fool folds his hands
And consumes his own flesh.

6 iBetter a handful with quietness
Than both hands full, together

with toil and grasping for
the wind.

7Then I returned, and I saw vani-
ty under the sun:

8 There is one alone, without
companion:

He has neither son nor brother.
Yet there is no end to all his

labors,
Nor is his jeye satisfied with

riches.
kBut he never asks,
“For whom do I toil and deprive

myself of lgood?”
This also is vanity and a grave

misfortune.
9 Two are better than one,

Because they have a good
reward for their labor.

10 For if they fall, one will lift up
his companion.

But woe to him who is alone
when he falls,

For he has no one to help him
up.

11 Again, if two lie down together,
they will keep warm;

But how can one be warm
alone?

12 Though one may be
overpowered by another,
two can withstand him.

And a threefold cord is not
quickly broken.

13 Better a poor and wise youth
Than an old and foolish king

who will be admonished
no more.

And God requires an account of
what is past.

16Moreover I saw under the sun:

In the place of a judgment,
Wickedness was there;
And in the place of

righteousness,
Iniquity was there.

17I said in my heart,

“God b shall judge the righteous
and the wicked,

For there is a time there for
every purpose and for
every work.”

18I said in my heart, “Concerning
the condition of the sons of men,
God tests them, that they may see
that they themselves are like ani-
mals.”

19cFor what happens to the sons
of men also happens to animals; one
thing befalls them: as one dies, so
dies the other. Surely, they all have
one breath; man has no advantage
over animals, for all is vanity.

20All go to one place: dall are from
the dust, and all return to dust.

21Who knows the spirit of the
sons of men, which goes eupward,
and the spirit of the animal, which
goes down to the earth?*

22So I perceived that nothing is
fbetter than that a man should re-
joice in his own works, for that is
his heritage. For who can bring him
to see what will happen after him?

Life’s oppressions and inequalities

4THEN I returned and consid-
ered all the goppression that is

done under the sun:

And look! The tears of the
oppressed,

But they have no comforter—
On the side of their oppressors

there is power,
But they have no comforter.

2 hTherefore I praised the dead
who were already dead,

More than the living who are
still alive.

4:6

i Prov. 15:16-17;
16:8

4:8

j Prov. 27:20;
Eccl. 5:10;
1 John 2:16

k Ps. 39:6

l Eccl. 2:18-21

3:16

a Eccl. 5:8

3:17

b Eccl. 11:9; Rom.
2:6-8; 2 Cor.
5:10; 2 Thess.
1:6-7

3:19

c Ps. 49:12,20;
73:22; Eccl.
2:16

3:20

d Gen. 3:19

3:21

e Eccl. 12:7

3:22

f Eccl. 2:24

4:1

g Eccl. 3:16; 5:8

4:2

h Job 10:18
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*3:21 Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate read
Who knows whether the spirit . . . goes upward,
and whether . . . goes downward to the earth?

3:16 The theory known as deism, that God is uncon-
cerned about His world, is disproved by the Scripture’s em-
phasis on God’s intervention in human affairs (Dan.

4:23–27; John 3:16; 2 Pet. 3:9).
4:1 side. Literally hand.



14 For he comes out of prison to
be king,

Although he was born poor in
his kingdom.

15 I saw all the living who walk
under the sun;

They were with the second
youth who stands in his
place.

16 There was no end of all the
people over whom he was
made king;

Yet those who come afterward
will not rejoice in him.

Surely this also is vanity and
grasping for the wind.

II. Exhortations in the Light
of This Experience, 5—10

Mere religious practices
cannot satisfy, vv. 1–8

5 aWALK prudently when you go
to the house of God; and draw

near to hear brather than to give the
sacrifice of fools, for they do not
know that they do evil.

2 Do not be crash with your
mouth,

And let not your heart utter
anything hastily before God.

For God is in heaven, and you
on earth;

Therefore let your words be
dfew.

3 For a dream comes through
much activity,

And a fool’s voice is known by
his many words.

4 eWhen you make a vow to God,
do not delay to fpay it;

For He has no pleasure in fools.
Pay what you have vowed—

5 gBetter not to vow than to vow
and not pay.

6Do not let your hmouth cause
your flesh to sin, nor say before the
imessenger of God that it was an er-
ror. Why should God be angry at
your excuse* and destroy the work
of your hands?

7For in the multitude of dreams
and many words there is also vanity.
But jfear God.

5:8

k Eccl. 3:16

l Ex. 2:25; Ps.
94:3-10

5:15

m Job 1:21; Ps.
49:17; 1 Tim.
6:7

5:16

n Prov. 11:29; cp.
Luke 12:16-21

5:1

a Cp. Is. 1:12

b 1 Sam. 15:22;
Ps. 50:8; Prov.
15:8; 21:27;
Hos. 6:6

5:2

c Prov. 20:25

d Prov. 10:19;
Matt. 6:7

5:4

e Num. 30:2;
Deut. 23:21-23;
Ps. 50:14; 76:11

f Ps. 66:13-14

5:5

g Prov. 20:25; cp.
Acts 5:1-11

5:6

h Prov. 6:2

i See Heb. 1:4,
note

5:7

j Eccl. 12:13
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8If you see the oppression of the

poor, and the violent perversion of
kjustice and righteousness in a prov-
ince, do not marvel at the matter;
for high official lwatches over high
official, and higher officials are over
them.

The futility of riches
9Moreover the profit of the land

is for all; even the king is served
from the field.
10 He who loves silver will not be

satisfied with silver;
Nor he who loves abundance,

with increase.
This also is vanity.

11 When goods increase,
They increase who eat them;
So what profit have the owners
Except to see them with their

eyes?
12 The sleep of a laboring man is

sweet,
Whether he eats little or much;
But the abundance of the rich

will not permit him to
sleep.

13 There is a severe evil which I
have seen under the sun:

Riches kept for their owner to
his hurt.

14 But those riches perish through
misfortune;

When he begets a son, there is
nothing in his hand.

15mAs he came from his mother’s
womb, naked shall he
return,

To go as he came;
And he shall take nothing from

his labor
Which he may carry away in

his hand.
16 And this also is a severe evil—

Just exactly as he came, so shall
he go.

And what profit has he nwho
has labored for the wind?

17 All his days he also eats in
darkness,

*5:6 Literally voice

5:7 fear. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expression meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.



6even if he lives a thousand years
twice—but has not seen goodness.
Do not all go to one hplace?

7 iAll the labor of man is for his
mouth,

And yet the jsoul is not satisfied.
8 For what more has the wise

man than the fool?
What does the poor man have,
Who knows how to walk before

the living?
9 Better is the ksight of the eyes

than the wandering of
desire.

This also is vanity and grasping
for the wind.

10 Whatever one is, he has been
named lalready,

For it is known that he is man;
mAnd he cannot contend with

Him who is mightier than
he.

11 Since there are many things
that increase vanity,

How is man the better?
12For who knows what is good for

man in life, all the days of his vain
life which he passes nlike a shadow?
Who can tell a man owhat will hap-
pen after him under the sun?

Human wisdom’s better findings

7A pGOOD name is better than
precious ointment,

And the day of death than the
day of one’s qbirth;

2 Better to go to the house of
mourning

Than to go to the house of
feasting,

For that is the end of all men;
And the living will take it to

rheart.
3 sSorrow is better than laughter,

For by a sad countenance the
heart is made better.

4 The heart of the wise is in the
house of mourning,

And he has much sorrow and
sickness and anger.

18Here is what I have seen: aIt is
good and fitting for one to eat and
drink, and to enjoy the good of all
his labor in which he toils under
the sun all the days of his life which
God gives him; for it is his heritage.

19bAs for every man to whom
God has given riches and wealth,
and given him power to eat of it, to
receive his heritage and rejoice in
his labor—this is the cgift of God.

20For he will not dwell unduly on
the days of his life, because God
keeps him busy with the joy of his
heart.

The futility of life

6THERE is an evil which I have
seen under the sun, and it is

common among men:
2A man to whom God has given

riches and wealth and honor, dso
that he lacks nothing for himself of
all he desires; eyet God does not
give him power to eat of it, but a
foreigner consumes it. This is vani-
ty, and it is an evil faffliction.

3If a man begets a hundred chil-
dren and lives many years, so that
the days of his years are many, but
his soul is not satisfied with good-
ness, or gindeed he has no burial, I
say that a stillborn child is better
than he—

4for it comes in vanity and de-
parts in darkness, and its name is
covered with darkness.

5Though it has not seen the sun
or known anything, this has more
rest than that man,
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h Eccl. 2:14-15
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i Prov. 16:26

j Eccl. 4:8
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k Eccl. 11:9
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l Eccl. 1:9; 3:15

m Job 9:32; Is.
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q Eccl. 4:2
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r Ps. 90:12
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a Eccl. 2:24; 3:12-
13; 9:7; 11:9;
1 Tim. 6:17
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b Eccl. 6:2

c Eccl. 3:13
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d 1 Kin. 3:13; Ps.
17:13-14; 73:7

e Luke 12:20; cp.
Eccl. 5:13

f Cp. Eccl. 5:19

6:3

g 2 Kin. 9:35; Is.
14:19-20; Jer.
22:19
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6:11 How is man the better? Compare 5:18–20. In
view of the futility to which his searching into the meaning
of life has led, the Preacher declares that there is little sat-
isfaction for man beyond the pleasure of eating and drink-
ing, and the enjoyment of the fruit of man’s labor. By way
of contrast, consider the spiritual tone of the Preacher’s fi-
nal exhortation (12:13–14).

7:1 WELL-KNOWN PASSAGES 
FROM ECCLESIASTES

Ecclesiastes 2:24–26 Gifts from God
Ecclesiastes 3 A Time for Everything
Ecclesiastes 7:13–14 God’s Work
Ecclesiastes 9:10 Do Everything Mightily
Ecclesiastes 9:11 Chance Plays a Part
Ecclesiastes 11:1 Bread on Water
Ecclesiastes 11:5 Mysteries of Life
Ecclesiastes 11:9 All Will Be Judged
Ecclesiastes 12:1–7 Remember Your Creator
Ecclesiastes 12:13–14 Conclusion



But the heart of fools is in the
house of mirth.

5 a It is better to hear the rebuke
of the wise

Than for a man to hear the
song of fools.

6 For like the crackling of thorns
under a pot,

So is the laughter of the fool.
This also is vanity.

7 Surely oppression destroys a
wise man’s reason,

And a bbribe debases the heart.
8 The end of a thing is better

than its beginning;
The cpatient in spirit is better

than the proud in spirit.
9 dDo not hasten in your spirit to

be angry,
For anger rests in the bosom of

fools.
10 Do not say,

“Why were the former days
better than these?”

For you do not inquire wisely
concerning this.

11 Wisdom is good with an
inheritance,

And profitable to those who see
the sun.

12 For wisdom is a edefense as
money is a defense,

But the excellence of
knowledge is that wisdom
gives flife to those who
have it.

13 Consider the work of God;
For who can make straight what

He has made crooked?
14 In the day of prosperity be

joyful,
But in the day of adversity

consider:
Surely God has appointed the

one as well as the other,
So that man can find out

nothing that will come
after him.

15I have seen everything in my
days of vanity:

There is a just man who perishes
in his righteousness,
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l Job 28:12,20;
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m Rom. 11:33
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a Ps. 141:5; Prov.
13:18; 15:31-32
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c Prov. 14:29
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And there is a wicked man who

prolongs life in his
gwickedness.

16 Do not be overly righteous,
Nor be overly wise:
Why should you destroy

yourself?
17 Do not be overly wicked,

Nor be foolish:
Why should you die before

your time?
18 It is good that you grasp this,

And also not remove your hand
from the other;

For he who hfears God will
escape them all.

19 Wisdom strengthens the wise
More than ten rulers of the

icity.
20 For there is not a j just kman on

earth who does good
And does not sin.

21 Also do not take to heart
everything people say,

Lest you hear your servant
cursing you.

22 For many times, also, your own
heart has known

That even you have cursed
others.

23 All this I have proved by
wisdom.

I said, “I will be wise”;
But it was far from me.

24 As for lthat which is far off and
mexceedingly deep,

Who can find it out?
25 I applied my heart to know,

To search and seek out wisdom
and the reason of things,

To know the wickedness of
folly,

Even of foolishness and
madness.

26 And I find more nbitter than
death

The woman whose heart is
snares and nets,

Whose hands are fetters.
He who pleases God shall

escape from her,

7:16 Natural wisdom would suggest, as do vv. 16–17, that one might well be both moderately religious and moder-
ately wicked.



There is mno release from that
war,

And wickedness will not deliver
those who are given to it.

9All this I have seen, and applied
my heart to every work that is done
under the sun: There is a time in
which one man rules over another
to his own hurt.

10Then I saw the wicked buried,
who had come and gone from the
place of holiness, and they were
nforgotten* in the city where they
had so done. This also is vanity.

11Because the sentence against an
evil work is not executed speedily,
therefore the heart of the sons of
men is fully set in them to do oevil.

12pThough a sinner does evil a
hundred times, and his days are
prolonged, yet I surely know that qit
will be well with those who fear
God, who fear before Him.

13But it will not be well with the
wicked; nor will he prolong his
days, which are as a shadow, be-
cause he does not fear before God.

14There is a vanity which occurs
on earth, that there are just men to
whom it happens according to the
work of the wicked; again, there are
wicked men to whom it happens ac-
cording to the work of the rrigh-
teous. I said that this also is vanity.

15So I commended enjoyment, be-
cause a man has nothing better un-
der the sun than to eat, drink, and be
smerry; for this will remain with him
in his labor all the days of his life
which God gives him under the sun.

16When I applied my heart to
know wisdom and to see the busi-
ness that is done on earth, even
though one sees no sleep day or
night,

17then I saw all the work of God,
that a tman cannot find out the work
that is done under the sun. For
though a man labors to discover it,
yet he will not find it; moreover,
though a wise man attempts to know
it, uhe will not be able to find it.

But the sinner shall be trapped
by her.

27“Here is what I have found,”
says the Preacher,

“Adding one thing to the other
to find out the reason,

28 Which my soul still seeks but I
cannot find:

One man among a thousand I
have found,

But a awoman among all these I
have not found.

29 Truly, this only I have found:
That God made man bupright,
But they have sought out many

cschemes.”

Importance of obeying rulers

8WHO is like a wise man?
And who knows the 

interpretation of a thing?
A man’s dwisdom makes his

face shine,
And the sternness of his face is

changed.
2I say, “Keep the king’s com-

mandment e for the sake of your
oath to God.

3“Do not be hasty to go from his
fpresence. Do not take your stand
for an evil thing, for he does what-
ever pleases ghim.”

4 Where the word of a king is,
there is power;

And hwho may say to him,
“What are you doing?”

5 He who keeps his command
will experience nothing
harmful;

And a wise man’s heart discerns
both time and judgment,

6 Because for every matter there
is a time and i judgment,

Though the misery of man
increases greatly.

7 jFor he does not know what will
happen;

So who can tell him when it
will occur?

8 No one has power kover the
spirit to retain the spirit,

And no one has power in the
day of ldeath.
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*8:10 Some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, and
Vulgate read praised.

8:1 sternness. Or strength.
8:5 will experience. Literally will know.

8:12 fear. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expression
meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.



Despite wisdom, death is certain

9FOR I considered all this in my
heart, so that I could declare it

all: that the righteous and the wise
and their works are in the ahand of
God. People know neither love nor
hatred by anything they see before
them.

2All things come alike to all:
bOne event happens to the

righteous and the wicked;
To the good,* the clean, and the

unclean;
To him who sacrifices and him

who does not sacrifice.
As is the good, so is the sinner;
He who takes an oath as he

who fears an oath.
3This is an cevil in all that is done

under the sun: that one thing hap-
pens to all. Truly the hearts of the
sons of men are full of evil; madness
is in their hearts while they live,
and after that they go to the dead.

4But for him who is joined to all
the living there is hope, for a living
dog is better than a dead lion.

5 For the living know that they
will die;

But the dead know nothing,
And they have no more reward,
For the memory of them is

dforgotten.
6 Also their love, their hatred,

and their envy have now
perished;

Nevermore will they have a
share

In anything done under the sun.
7 Go, eeat your bread with joy,

And drink your wine with a
merry heart;

For God has already accepted
your works.

8 Let your garments always be
white,

And let your head lack no oil.
9 Live joyfully with the wife whom
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you love all the days of your vain life
which He has given you under the
sun, all your days of vanity; ffor that
is your portion in life, and in the la-
bor which you perform under the
sun.

10gWhatever your hand finds to
do, do it with your hmight; for there
is no work or device or knowledge
or wisdom in the igrave where you
are going.

11I returned and saw under the
sun that—

The jrace is not to the swift,
Nor the battle to the strong,
Nor bread to the wise,
Nor riches to men of

understanding,
Nor favor to men of skill;
But time and kchance happen

to them all.
12 For man also does not know his

time:
Like fish taken in a cruel net,
Like birds caught in a snare,
So the sons of men are lsnared

in an evil time,
When it falls suddenly upon

them.
13This wisdom I have also seen

under the sun, and it seemed great
to me:

14mThere was a little city with
few men in it; and a great king
came against it, besieged it, and
built great snares* around it.

15Now there was found in it a
poor wise man, and he by his wis-
dom delivered the city. Yet no one
remembered that same poor man.

16Then I said:

“Wisdom is better than
nstrength.

Nevertheless the opoor man’s
wisdom is despised,

And his words are not heard.
*9:2 Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read good and
bad. *9:14 Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read
bulwarks.

9:9 Live. Literally See or Enjoy life.
9:10 This statement is no more a divine revelation con-

cerning the state of the dead than any other conclusion of
“the Preacher” (1:1). No one would quote 9:2 as a divine
revelation. These reasonings of man apart from divine rev-
elation are set down by inspiration just as the words of Sa-

tan (Gen. 3:4; Job 2:4–5; etc.) are so recorded. But that life
and consciousness continue between death and resurrec-
tion is directly affirmed in Scripture (Is. 14:9–11; Matt.
22:32; Mark 9:43–48; Luke 16:19–31; 2 Cor. 5:6–8; Phil.
1:21–23; Rev. 6:9–11).



The babbler is no different.
12 The words of a wise man’s

mouth are igracious,
But the lips of a fool shall

swallow him up;
13 The words of his mouth begin

with foolishness,
And the end of his talk is

raving madness.
14 A fool also multiplies words.

No man knows what is to be;
Who can tell him what will be

after him?
15 The labor of fools wearies them,

For they do not even know
how to go to the city!

16 jWoe to you, O land, when your
king is a child,

And your princes feast in the
morning!

17 Blessed are you, O land, when
your king is the son of
nobles,

And your kprinces feast at the
proper time—

For strength and not for
drunkenness!

18 Because of laziness the building
decays,

And lthrough idleness of hands
the house leaks.

19 A feast is made for laughter,
And mwine makes merry;
But money answers everything.

20 nDo not curse the king, even in
your thought;

Do not curse the rich, even in
your bedroom;

For a bird of the air may carry
your voice,

And a bird in flight may tell the
matter.

III. The Conclusion of the Matter,
11—12

The best thing possible to the natural man

11CAST your bread oupon the
waters,

pFor you will find it after many
days.

2 qGive a serving to seven, and
also to eight,

For you do not know what evil
will be on the earth.

17 Words of the wise, spoken
quietly, should be heard

Rather than the shout of a ruler
of fools.

18 Wisdom is better than weapons
of war;

But aone sinner destroys much
good.”

Beware a little folly

10DEAD flies putrefy* the
perfumer’s ointment,

And cause it to give off a foul
odor;

So does a little folly to one
respected for wisdom and
honor.

2 A wise man’s heart is at his
right hand,

But a fool’s heart at his left.
3 Even when a fool walks along

the way,
He lacks wisdom,
And he shows everyone that

bhe is a fool.
4 If the spirit of the ruler rises

against you,
Do not leave your cpost;
For dconciliation pacifies great

offenses.
5 There is an evil I have seen

under the sun,
As an error proceeding from

the ruler:
6 Folly is set in great edignity,

While the rich sit in a lowly
place.

7 f I have seen servants on horses,
While princes walk on the

ground like servants.
8 gHe who digs a pit will fall into it,

And whoever breaks through a
wall will be bitten by a
serpent.

9 He who quarries stones may be
hurt by them,

And he who splits wood may
be endangered by it.

10 If the ax is dull,
And one does not sharpen the

edge,
Then he must use more

strength;
But wisdom brings success.

11 A serpent may bite hwhen it is
not charmed;

10:12

i Prov. 10:32;
Luke 4:22

10:16

j Is. 3:4-5,12;
5:11

10:17

k Prov. 31:4

10:18

l Prov. 24:30-34

10:19

m Ps. 104:15

10:20

n Ex. 22:28; Acts
23:5

11:1

o Is. 32:20

p Deut. 15:10;
Prov. 19:17;
Matt. 10:42;
2 Cor. 9:8; Gal.
6:9-10; Heb.
6:10

11:2

q Ps. 112:9; Luke
6:30; 1 Tim.
6:18-19

9:18

a Cp. Josh. 7

10:3

b Prov. 13:16;
18:2

10:4

c Eccl. 8:3

d Prov. 25:15; cp.
1 Sam. 25:23-25

10:6

e Cp. Esth. 3:1

10:7

f Prov. 19:10; cp.
Heb. 11:36-38

10:8

g Ps. 7:15; Prov.
26:27; cp. Esth.
7:9-10

10:11

h Ps. 58:4-5; Jer.
8:17

896 ECCLESIASTES 9:17—11:2

*10:1 Targum and Vulgate omit putrefy.



3 If the clouds are full of rain,
They empty themselves upon

the earth;
And if a tree falls to the south

or the north,
In the place where the tree

falls, there it shall lie.
4 He who observes the wind will

not sow,
And he who regards the clouds

will not reap.
5 aAs you do not know what is the

way of the wind,*
bOr how the bones grow in the

womb of her who is with
child,

So you do not know the works
of God who makes
everything.

6 In the morning sow your seed,
And in the evening do not

withhold your hand;
For you do not know which

will prosper,
Either this or that,
Or whether both alike will be

good.
7 Truly the light is csweet,

And it is pleasant for the eyes
to dbehold the sun;

8 But if a man lives many years
And erejoices in them all,
Yet let him fremember the days

of darkness,
For they will be many.
All that is coming is vanity.

9 Rejoice, O young man, in your
youth,

And let your heart cheer you in
the days of your youth;

gWalk in the ways of your heart,
And in the sight of your eyes;

11:9

h Eccl. 12:14;
Rom. 2:6-11

11:10

i 2 Cor. 7:1;
2 Tim. 2:22

12:1

j 2 Chr. 34:3;
Prov. 22:6; Lam.
3:27

k Cp. 2 Sam.
19:35

11:5

a John 3:8

b Ps. 139:14-15

11:7

c Prov. 15:30

d Eccl. 7:11

11:8

e Eccl. 9:7

f Eccl. 12:1

11:9

g Cp. John 12:35-
36
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But know that for all these

hGod will bring you into
judgment.

10 Therefore remove sorrow from
your heart,

And iput away evil from your
flesh,

For childhood and youth are
vanity.

Fear God; keep His commandments

12REMEMBER now your
Creator in the jdays of your
youth,

Before the difficult days come,
And the years draw near kwhen

you say,
“I have no pleasure in them”:

2 While the sun and the light,
The moon and the stars,
Are not darkened,
And the clouds do not return

after the rain;
3 In the day when the keepers of

the house tremble,
And the strong men bow down;
When the grinders cease

because they are few,
And those that look through

the windows grow dim;
4 When the doors are shut in the

streets,
And the sound of grinding is

low;
When one rises up at the sound

of a bird,
And all the daughters of music

are brought low.
5 Also they are afraid of height,

And of terrors in the way;
When the almond tree blossoms,
The grasshopper is a burden,

*11:5 Or spirit

12:1 GROWING OLD

Verses 1–7, which describe the process of growing old, comprise poetry of supreme beauty and universal appeal. “The
keepers of the house” may be likened to the hands; “the strong men,” the legs; “the grinders,” the teeth; “those that
look through the windows,” the eyes; “the doors,” the ears; “the sound of grinding,” the hum of conversation in the
household.

Several vivid phrases follow: rising up “at the sound of a bird” may refer either to the early rising or to the thin, high
voice of the aged; being “afraid of height” may be said to picture the tottering caution of the very old. Other figures
complete the description: “the almond tree,” with its white blossoms, may be the white hair of old age; the “grasshop-
per” dragging himself along possibly portrays extreme weakness; “desire” suggests the waning of vital force; the “eter-
nal home,” the grave.

Some see in “the silver cord,” “the golden bowl,” “the pitcher,” and “the wheel” metaphors for the spinal cord,
skull, and the circulatory system; but it is better to take them simply as picturing the dissolution of soul and body.



10The Preacher sought to find ac-
ceptable words; and what was writ-
ten was upright—words of truth.

11The words of the wise are like
goads, and the words of scholars*

are like well-driven nails, given by
one Shepherd.

12And further, my son, be admon-
ished by these. Of making many
books there is no end, and much
study is wearisome to the flesh.

13Let us hear the conclusion of
the whole matter:

gFear God and keep His
commandments,

For this is man’s all.
14 For hGod will bring every work

into judgment,
Including every secret thing,
Whether good or evil.

And desire fails.
For man goes to his aeternal

home,
And the bmourners go about

the streets.
6 Remember your Creator before

the silver cord is loosed,*
Or the golden bowl is broken,
Or the pitcher shattered at the

fountain,
Or the wheel broken at the

well.
7 cThen the dust will return to the

earth as it was,
And the dspirit will return to

God ewho gave it.
8“Vanity of vanities,” says the

Preacher,
“All is vanity.”
9And moreover, because the

Preacher was wise, he still taught
the people knowledge; yes, he pon-
dered and sought out and fset in or-
der many proverbs.

12:13

g Deut. 6:2;
10:12; see Ps.
19:9, note

12:14

h Eccl. 11:9; Matt.
12:36; Acts
17:30-31; Rom.
2:16; 14:10-12;
1 Cor. 4:5;
2 Cor. 5:10

12:5

a Job 17:13

b Jer. 9:17

12:7

c Gen. 3:19; Job
34:15; Ps. 90:3

d Eccl. 3:21

e Num. 16:22;
27:16; Job
34:14; Is. 57:16;
Zech. 12:1

12:9

f 1 Kin. 4:32

898 ECCLESIASTES 12:6–14

*12:6 Following Qere and Targum; Kethib reads
removed; Septuagint and Vulgate read broken.
*12:11 Literally masters of assemblies 

12:13 “Keep His commandments” implies a definite
revelation, for the commandments are God-given, not
man-made. So Solomon, after showing throughout this
book the vanity of worldly things, ends by pointing his
people to the commandments. This conclusion accords

with both the OT and the NT in presenting (1) faith (“Fear
God”) and (2) works (“keep His commandments”). Com-
pare Eph. 2:8–10. Only the life of faith issuing in works
prepares man, when judged, to stand before God.



Author: Theme: Date of writing: 
Solomon The Beloved 10th Cent. B.C.

Background
Nowhere in Scripture does the unspiritual mind tread upon ground so mysterious and incomprehensible as in this book,
whereas saintly men and women throughout the ages have found it a source of pure and exquisite delight. That the love
of the divine Bridegroom, symbolized here by Solomon’s love for the Shulamite maiden, should follow the analogy of the
marriage relationship seems evil only to minds that are so ascetic that marital desire itself appears to them to be unholy.

The book is the expression of pure marital love as ordained by God in creation, and the vindication of that love as
against both asceticism and lust—the two profanations of the holiness of marriage. Its interpretation is threefold: (1) as a
vivid unfolding of Solomon’s love for a Shulamite girl; (2) as a figurative revelation of God’s love for His covenant peo-
ple, Israel, the wife of the LORD (Isaiah 54:5–6; Jeremiah 2:2; Ezekiel 16:8–14,20–21,32,38; Hosea 2:16,18–20); and
(3) as an allegory of Christ’s love for His heavenly bride, the Church (2 Corinthians 11:1–2, refs., Ephesians 5:25–32).

The Song of Solomon is also known as Canticles, inasmuch as it contains a number of lyrics (canticles). These songs
do not tell a connected story; the narrative may be discovered by piecing together details from the various conversations
and incidents in the book.

In this short writing, which contains at least fifteen geographical references, there are many exquisite expressions that
describe the loveliness of womanhood and the beauty of nature.

Outline
The eight chapters of this book, which is not easy to outline, are composed of the title and thirteen canticles:

Title: 1:1
Canticle I: A Young Bride, a Shulamite Girl 1:2–6
Canticle II: The Perplexed Bride 1:7–8
Canticle III: Mutual Admiration 1:9–17
Canticle IV: The Shulamite Is Comforted 2:1–7
Canticle V: The Shulamite Describes a Happy Visit 2:8–17
Canticle VI: The Shulamite Tells of Her Troubled Dream 3:1–5
Canticle VII: Solomon Has His Bride Brought to Jerusalem 3:6–11
Canticle VIII: Solomon, the Bridegroom, Expresses His Message of Love 4:1–7
Canticle IX: Solomon’s Proposal and the Shulamite’s Acceptance 4:8—5:1
Canticle X: The Bride Tells of Another Distressing Dream 5:2—6:3
Canticle XI: The Bridegroom Praises His Bride 6:4—7:10
Canticle XII: The Bride Expresses Her Longing to Visit Her Home 7:11—8:4
Canticle XIII: The Past Is Recalled When Baal Hamon Is Revisited 8:5–14

THE

S O N G  O F  S O L O M O N



Cant. II. The Perplexed Bride, 1:7–8

(The Shulamite continues)
7 Tell me, O you whom I love,

Where you feed your flock,
Where you make it rest at

noon.
For why should I be as one

who veils herself*
By the flocks of your

companions?

(Solomon, the shepherd-lover, replies)
8 If you do not know, O fairest

among women,
Follow in the footsteps of the

flock,
And feed your little goats
Beside the shepherds’ tents.

Cant. III. Mutual Admiration,
1:9–17

(Solomon speaks)
9 I have compared you, imy love,

To my filly among Pharaoh’s
chariots.

10 jYour cheeks are lovely with
ornaments,

Your neck with chains of gold.

(The daughters of Jerusalem speak)
11 We will make you* ornaments

of gold
With studs of silver.

(The Shulamite speaks)
12 While the king is at his table,

My spikenard sends forth its
fragrance.

13 A bundle of myrrh is my
beloved to me,

That lies all night between my
breasts.

14 My beloved is to me a cluster of
khenna blooms

In the vineyards of En Gedi.

Title

1THE asong of songs, which is
Solomon’s.

Cant. I. A Young Bride, a Shulamite
Girl, 1:2–6

(The Shulamite* speaks)
2 Let him kiss me with the kisses

of his mouth—

(The daughters of Jerusalem speak)

For your* blove is better than
wine.

3 Because of the cfragrance of
your good ointments,

Your dname is ointment poured
forth;

Therefore the virgins love you.

(The Shulamite speaks)
4 eDraw me away!

(The daughters of Jerusalem speak)

We will frun after you.*

(The Shulamite speaks)

The king ghas brought me into
his chambers.

(The daughters of Jerusalem speak)

We will be glad and rejoice in
you.*

We will remember your* love
more than wine.

Rightly do they love you.*

(The Shulamite speaks)
5 I am dark, but lovely,

O daughters of Jerusalem,
Like the tents of Kedar,
Like the curtains of Solomon.

6 Do not look upon me, because I
am dark,

Because the sun has tanned
me.

My mother’s sons were angry
with me;

They made me the keeper of
the hvineyards,

But my own vineyard I have
not kept.

1:9

i Song 2:2,10,13;
4:1,7; 5:2; 6:4;
cp. John 15:14-
15

1:10

j Cp. Ezek. 16:11-
13

1:14

k Song 4:13

1:1

a 1 Kin. 4:32

1:2

b Song 4:10

1:3

c Cp. John 12:3

d Cp. Eccl. 7:1

1:4

e Cp. Hos. 11:4;
John 6:44;
12:32

f Cp. Phil. 3:12-
14

g Ps. 45:14-15;
cp. John 14:2;
Eph. 2:6

1:6

h Song 8:11-12

900 SONG OF SOLOMON 1:1–14

*1:2 A Palestinian young woman (compare 6:13).
The speaker and audience are identified according to
the number, gender, and person of the Hebrew
words. Occasionally the identity is not certain.
* Masculine singular, that is, the Beloved
*1:4 Masculine singular, that is, the Beloved
* Feminine singular, that is, the Shulamite
* Masculine singular, that is, the Beloved
* Masculine singular, that is, the Beloved
*1:7 Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read wanders.
*1:11 Feminine singular, that is, the ShulamitePharaoh: the sun. The title for the rulers of Egypt.



(Solomon responds)
15 Behold, you are fair, my love!

Behold, you are fair!
You have dove’s eyes.

(The Shulamite speaks)
16 Behold, you are ahandsome, my

beloved!
Yes, pleasant!
Also our bed is green.

17 The beams of our houses are
cedar,

And our rafters of fir.

Cant. IV. The Shulamite
Is Comforted, 2:1–7

(She speaks)

2I AM the rose of Sharon,
And the lily of the valleys.

(Solomon speaks)
2 Like a lily among thorns,

So is my love among the
daughters.

2:3

b Song 4:16; cp.
Rev. 22:1-2

2:5

c 2 Sam. 6:19

2:6

d Song 8:3

2:7

e Song 3:5; 5:8;
8:4

1:16

a Song 5:10-16

SONG OF SOLOMON 1:15—2:7 901
(The Shulamite speaks)

3 Like an apple tree among the
trees of the woods,

So is my beloved among the
sons.

I sat down in his shade with
great delight,

And his bfruit was sweet to my
taste.

4 He brought me to the
banqueting house,

And his banner over me was
love.

5 Sustain me with ccakes of raisins,
Refresh me with apples,
For I am lovesick.

6 dHis left hand is under my head,
And his right hand embraces me.

7 e I charge you, O daughters of
Jerusalem,

By the gazelles or by the does
of the field,

Do not stir up nor awaken love
Until it pleases.

1:15 you are fair. It is comforting to know that the ten-
der thoughts of Christ for His bride, the Church, in her un-
perfected state are like these expressions of Solomon to the

Shulamite maiden. The varied exercises of the bride’s heart
are part of that inner discipline suggested in the NT (Eph.
5:25–27).

2:1 FLOWERS AND PLANTS IN THE SONG OF SOLOMON

Due to limited information about the botany of ancient Palestine, the exact identification of plant names in the Bible
is uncertain.

Apple tree Song 2:3,5; 7:8 The western apple was not grown in the east. This fruit is proba-
bly the apricot which also has beautiful spring blossoms.

Calamus Song 4:14 A fragrant grass from India. Its leaves taste like ginger and, when
they are crushed, give off a spicy scent.

Cinnamon Song 4:14 A sweet, light brown spice that is very fragrant. It comes from the
branches of a bushy evergreen tree.

Fig tree Song 2:13 A bush-like tree very common throughout the Mediterranean that
produces a pear-shaped fruit that is sweet to eat.

Flowers Song 2:12 Probably refers to the wild field flowers that bloom after the early
spring rains.

Grape blossoms Song 8:12 Fragrant flowers of the grape vine.
Henna blooms Song 1:14 A small, thorny shrub that had fragrant white flowers in spring.

The plant’s leaves were used for dye.
Lily Song 6:2 Probably the Madonna lily.
Lily Song 5:13 Probably the red lily that grows wild in the woods of Palestine.
Lily of the Valley Song 2:1,2; 4:5; 5:13; 6:2,3 Probably the deep blue hyacinth that grows in the wild.
Myrrh Song 1:13; 3:6; 4:6,14; 5:1,13 A small thorny tree that produced a gum resin used as a spice.
Pomegranate Song 4:3,13; 6:7,11; 7:12; 8:2 A round, leathery skinned fruit containing many juicy seeds. It

was very refreshing to eat.
Rose of Sharon Song 2:1 Not the autumn blooming bush called by the same name, nor the

traditional rose. It is probably the red mountain tulip that grows
wild in the plains of Sharon along the Mediterranean coast.

Saffron Song 4:14 Probably the autumn crocus.



(The Shulamite speaks)
16 My beloved is mine, and fI am

his.
He feeds his flock among the

lilies.
17 gUntil the day breaks

And the shadows flee away,
Turn, my beloved,
And be hlike a gazelle
Or a young stag
Upon the mountains of Bether.*

Cant. VI. The Shulamite
Tells of Her Troubled Dream, 3:1–5

3BY inight on my bed I sought
the one I love;

I sought him, but I did not find
him.

2“I will rise now,” I said,
“And go about the city;

In the streets and in the
squares

I will seek the one I love.”
I sought him, but I did not find

him.
3 The jwatchmen who go about

the city found me;
I said,

“Have you seen the one I love?”
4 Scarcely had I passed by them,

When I found the one I love.
I held him and would not let

him go,
Until I had brought him to the

house of my kmother,
And into the chamber of her

who conceived me.

(Solomon speaks)
5 l I charge you, O daughters of

Jerusalem,
By the gazelles or by the does

of the field,
Do not stir up nor awaken love
Until it pleases.

Cant. V. The Shulamite
Describes a Happy Visit, 2:8–17

8 The voice of my beloved!
Behold, he comes
Leaping upon the mountains,
Skipping upon the hills.

9 My beloved is like a gazelle or a
young stag.

Behold, he stands behind our
wall;

He is looking through the
windows,

Gazing through the lattice.

(The Shulamite reports 
Solomon’s words)

10 My beloved spoke, and said to
me:

“Rise up, my love, my fair one,
And come away.

11 For lo, the winter is past,
The rain is over and gone.

12 The flowers appear on the
earth;

The time of singing has come,
And the voice of the turtledove
Is heard in our land.

13 The fig tree puts forth her
green figs,

And the vines with the tender
grapes

Give a good smell.
aRise up, my love, my fair one,
And come away!

14“O my bdove, in the clefts of the
crock,

In the secret places of the cliff,
Let me see your face,
Let me hear your dvoice;
For your voice is sweet,
And your face is lovely.”

15 Catch us the efoxes,
The little foxes that spoil the

vines,
For our vines have tender

grapes.

2:16

f Song 6:3; 7:10

2:17

g Song 4:6

h v. 9; Song 8:14

3:1

i Cp. Is. 26:9

3:3

j Song 5:7

3:4

k Song 8:2

3:5

l Song 2:7; 8:4

2:13

a v. 10

2:14

b Song 5:2

c Cp. Jer. 48:28

d Song 8:13

2:15

e Cp. Ps. 80:13;
Ezek. 13:4; Luke
13:32

902 SONG OF SOLOMON 2:8—3:5

*2:17 Literally Separation

2:9 our wall. The bride is in her own home; the bride-
groom visits her there.

2:14 There is a beautiful order here.
(1) It is revealed what the bride is as seen in Christ, “My

dove.” In herself she is most faulty; in Him, “blameless and
harmless” (Phil. 2:15), which is the very character of the
dove.

(2) She is sought after (Luke 19:10); hiding among the

rocks, the Beloved is called to by her Lover. 
(3) The order of approach is given: she is to come near

before she speaks, “Let me see your face,” then “Let me
hear your voice.” 

(4) Now that she is near and has spoken, together they
will remove every hindrance to their love: “Catch us . . .
the little foxes that spoil the vines.”

2:17 breaks. Literally breathes, is cool.



Cant. VII. Solomon Has His Bride
Brought to Jerusalem, 3:6–11

(The bride speaks)
6 aWho is this coming out of the

wilderness
Like pillars of smoke,
Perfumed with myrrh and

bfrankincense,
With all the merchant’s fragrant

powders?

(An officer of King
Solomon’s guard replies)

7 Behold, it is Solomon’s couch,
With sixty valiant men around it,
Of the valiant of Israel.

8 They all hold swords,
Being expert in war.
Every man has his csword on

his thigh
Because of fear in the night.

9 Of the wood of Lebanon
Solomon the King
Made himself a palanquin:*

10 He made its pillars of silver,
Its support of gold,
Its seat of purple,
Its interior paved with love
By the daughters of Jerusalem.

(The daughters of Jerusalem sing)
11 Go forth, O daughters of Zion,

And see King Solomon with the
crown

With which his mother
crowned him

On the day of his wedding,
The day of the gladness of his

heart.

Cant. VIII. Solomon, the Bridegroom,
Expresses His Message of Love, 4:1–7

4BEHOLD, you are dfair, my
love!

Behold, you are fair!
You have dove’s eyes behind

your veil.
Your hair is like a eflock of

goats,
Going down from Mount Gilead.

4:2

f Song 6:6

4:3

g Song 6:7

4:4

h Song 7:4

i Cp. Neh. 3:19

4:5

j Song 7:3; cp.
Prov. 5:19

4:6

k Song 2:17

4:7

l Cp. Eph. 5:27

4:8

m Deut. 3:9

4:9

n Cp. 1 Tim. 5:2

o Cp. Is. 62:5

3:6

a Song 8:5

b Cp. Matt. 2:11

3:8

c Cp. Ps. 45:3

4:1

d Song 1:15

e Song 6:5
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2 Your fteeth are like a flock of

shorn sheep
Which have come up from the

washing,
Every one of which bears twins,
And none is barren among

them.
3 Your lips are like a strand of

scarlet,
And your mouth is lovely.
Your gtemples behind your veil
Are like a piece of pomegranate.

4 Your hneck is like the tower of
David,

Built for an iarmory,
On which hang a thousand

bucklers,
All shields of mighty men.

5 Your two jbreasts are like two
fawns,

Twins of a gazelle,
Which feed among the lilies.

6 kUntil the day breaks
And the shadows flee away,
I will go my way to the

mountain of myrrh
And to the hill of frankincense.

7 You are all fair, my love,
And there is no lspot in you.

Cant. IX. Solomon’s Proposal and
the Shulamite’s Acceptance, 

4:8—5:1

(The bridegroom speaks)
8 Come with me from Lebanon,

my spouse,
With me from Lebanon.
Look from the top of Amana,
From the top of Senir and

mHermon,
From the lions’ dens,
From the mountains of the

leopards.
9 You have ravished my heart,

My nsister, my ospouse;
You have ravished my heart
With one look of your eyes,
With one link of your necklace.

*3:9 A portable enclosed chair

3:10 interior. Probably the lining. paved. Or inlaid.
4:6 breaks. Literally breathes, is cool.
4:9 sister. The word “sister” (vv. 9,10,12; 5:1,2) is a

term of delicate significance, intimating complete purity in
the midst of an ardor aglow but holy.

Hermon: a range of mountains whose snowmelt sup-
plies the water for the Jordan River. In the OT it was
used as a high place for Baal worship; in the NT it was
the probable sight of Christ’s transfiguration.



Cant. X. The Bride Tells of Another
Distressing Dream, 5:2—6:3

2 I sleep, but my heart is awake;
It is the voice of my beloved!
He knocks, saying,

(The bride tells
what the bridegroom said)

“Open for me, my sister, my love,
My dove, my perfect one;
For my head is covered with

dew,
My locks with the drops of the

night.”

(The bride continues for herself)
3 I have taken off my robe;

How can I put it on again?
I have washed my feet;
How can I defile them?

4 My beloved put his hand
By the latch of the door,
And my heart yearned for him.

5 I arose to open for my beloved,
And my hands dripped with

myrrh,
My fingers with liquid myrrh,
On the handles of the lock.

6 I opened for my beloved,
But my beloved had turned

away and was gone.
My heart leaped up when he

spoke.
I sought him, but I could not

jfind him;
I called him, but he gave me no

answer.
7 The kwatchmen who went

about the city found me.
They struck me, they wounded

me;
The keepers of the walls
Took my veil away from me.

8 I charge you, O daughters of
Jerusalem,

If you find my beloved,
That you tell him I am lovesick!

(The daughters of Jerusalem speak)
9 What is your beloved

More than another beloved,

10 How fair is your love,
My sister, my spouse!
How much better than awine is

your love,
And the scent of your perfumes
Than all spices!

11 Your lips, O my spouse,
Drip as the honeycomb;
Honey and milk are under your

tongue;
And the fragrance of your

garments
Is blike the fragrance of

Lebanon.
12 A garden enclosed

Is my sister, my spouse,
A spring shut up,
A fountain sealed.

13 Your plants are an orchard of
pomegranates

With pleasant fruits,
Fragrant henna with spikenard,

14 Spikenard and saffron,
Calamus and cinnamon,
With all trees of frankincense,
Myrrh and caloes,
With all the chief spices—

15 A fountain of gardens,
A well of dliving waters,
And streams from Lebanon.

16 Awake, O north wind,
And come, O south!
Blow upon my garden,
That its spices may flow out.

(The bride speaks)
eLet my beloved come to his

garden
And eat its pleasant ffruits.

(The bridegroom replies)

5I HAVE gcome to my garden,
my hsister, my spouse;

I have gathered my myrrh with
my spice;

I have eaten my ihoneycomb
with my honey;

I have drunk my wine with my
milk.

Eat, O friends!
Drink, yes, drink deeply,
O beloved ones!

5:6

j Song 3:1

5:7

k Song 3:3

4:10

a Song 1:2,4

4:11

b Hos. 14:6-7

4:14

c Cp. John 19:39

4:15

d Cp. John 4:10;
7:38

4:16

e Song 5:1

f Song 7:13

5:1

g Song 4:16

h Song 4:9

i Song 4:11
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4:12 enclosed. Literally barred.
5:2 The bride is satisfied with her washed feet while the

bridegroom, his “head . . . covered with dew” and his
“locks with the drops of the night,” is toiling for others.
Compare Matt. 9:35–36; Mark 6:32–34; Luke 6:12;

14:21–23. The state of the bride is not one of sin but ne-
glect of service.

5:6 sought him. It is now the bridegroom himself who
occupies her heart, not desire for personal ease.



aO fairest among women?
What is your beloved
More than another beloved,
That you so charge us?

(A full-length portrait of the
bridegroom. The bride speaks)

10 My beloved is white and ruddy,
Chief among ten thousand.

11 His head is like the finest gold;
His locks are wavy,
And black as a raven.

12 His eyes are like doves
By the rivers of waters,
Washed with milk,
And fitly set.

13 His cheeks are like a bed of
spices,

Banks of scented herbs.
His lips are lilies,
Dripping liquid myrrh.

14 His hands are rods of gold
Set with beryl.
His body is carved ivory
Inlaid with sapphires.

15 His legs are pillars of marble
Set on bases of fine gold.
His countenance is like

Lebanon,
Excellent as the cedars.

16 His mouth is most sweet,
Yes, he is altogether lovely.
This is my beloved,
And this is my friend,
O daughters of Jerusalem!

(The daughters of Jerusalem
say that they, too, would seek him)

6WHERE has your beloved gone,
bO fairest among women?
Where has your beloved turned

aside,
That we may seek him with

you?

(The bride concludes)
2 My beloved has gone to his

garden,
To the beds of spices,
To feed his flock in the

cgardens,
And to gather lilies.

3 d I am my beloved’s,

6:4

e Cp. Ps. 48:2

6:5

f Song 4:1

6:6

g Song 4:2

6:7

h Song 4:3

6:8

i Song 1:3

6:9

j Song 5:2

6:10

k v. 4

5:9

a Song 1:8

6:1

b Song 1:8; 5:9

6:2

c Song 5:1

6:3

d Song 2:16; 7:10
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And my beloved is mine.
He feeds his flock among the

lilies.

Cant. XI. The Bridegroom
Praises His Bride, 6:4—7:10

4 O my love, you are as beautiful
as Tirzah,

Lovely as eJerusalem,
Awesome as an army with

banners!
5 Turn your eyes away from me,

For they have overcome me.
Your hair is like a fflock of

goats
Going down from Gilead.

6 Your gteeth are like a flock of
sheep

Which have come up from the
washing;

Every one bears twins,
And none is barren among

them.
7 Like a piece of hpomegranate

Are your temples behind your
veil.

8 There are sixty queens
And eighty concubines,
And ivirgins without number.

9 My dove, my jperfect one,
Is the only one,
The only one of her mother,
The favorite of the one who

bore her.
The daughters saw her
And called her blessed,
The queens and the

concubines,
And they praised her.

(Solomon cites praise of his bride
by the women of the court)

10 Who is she who looks forth as
the morning,

Fair as the moon,
Clear as the sun,

kAwesome as an army with
banners?

(The bride speaks)
11 I went down to the garden of

nuts
To see the verdure of the valley,

5:10 Chief. Literally distinguished, conspicuous. Com-
pare Ps. 45:2.

6:1 we may seek him. As soon as the bride witnesses to

the bridegroom’s own personal loveliness, a desire is
awakened in the daughters of Jerusalem to find him.



A king is held captive by your
tresses.

(The bridegroom speaks)
6 How fair and how pleasant you

are,
O love, with your delights!

7 This stature of yours is like a
palm tree,

And your breasts like its
clusters.

8 I said, “I will go up to the palm
tree,

I will take hold of its
branches.”

Let now your breasts be like
clusters of the vine,

The fragrance of your breath
like apples,

9 And the roof of your mouth like
the best wine.

(The bride interrupts,
telling her beloved that her delights

are for his enjoyment)

The wine goes down smoothly
for my beloved,

Moving gently the lips of
sleepers.*

10 I am my ebeloved’s,
And his fdesire is toward me.

Cant. XII. The Bride Expresses Her
Longing to Visit Her Home, 7:11—8:4
11 Come, my beloved,

Let us go forth to the field;
Let us lodge in the villages.

12 Let us get up early to the
vineyards;

Let us see if the vine has
budded,

Whether the grape blossoms
are open,

And the pomegranates are in
bloom.

There I will give you my love.
13 The gmandrakes give off a

fragrance,
And at our gates are pleasant

fruits,
All hmanner, new and old,
Which I have laid up for you,

my beloved.

aTo see whether the vine had
budded

And the pomegranates had
bloomed.

12 Before I was even aware,
My soul had made me
As the chariots of my noble

people.*

(The daughters of Jerusalem speak)
13 Return, return, O Shulamite;

Return, return, that we may
look upon you!

(The bride asks)

What would you see in the
Shulamite—

(The daughters of Jerusalem respond)

As it were, the dance of the
two camps?

(The daughters of Jerusalem
express their agreement

about the bride’s unique beauty)

7HOW beautiful are your feet in
sandals,

bO prince’s daughter!
The curves of your thighs are

like jewels,
The work of the hands of a

skillful workman.
2 Your navel is a rounded goblet;

It lacks no blended beverage.
Your waist is a heap of wheat
Set about with lilies.

3 Your two cbreasts are like two
fawns,

Twins of a gazelle.
4 Your neck is like an ivory

dtower,
Your eyes like the pools in

Heshbon
By the gate of Bath Rabbim.
Your nose is like the tower of

Lebanon
Which looks toward Damascus.

5 Your head crowns you like
Mount Carmel,

And the hair of your head is
like purple;

7:10

e Song 2:16; 6:3

f Cp. Ps. 45:11

7:13

g Gen. 30:14

h Cp. Matt. 13:52

6:11

a Song 7:12

7:1

b Cp. Ps. 45:13

7:3

c Song 4:5

7:4

d Song 4:4
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*6:12 Hebrew Ammi Nadib *7:9 Septuagint,
Syriac, and Vulgate read lips and teeth.

6:13 of the two camps. Hebrew Mahanaim. Gen. 32:2.

Damascus: a city in Syria that became a great com-
mercial city during the time of the Roman Empire.

Mount Carmel: park. The mountain where Elijah con-
fronted the prophets of Baal.



(Sensitive of the social gap between
herself and the bridegroom, she

implies that she is aware still that 
he loves her)

8OH, that you were like my
brother,

Who nursed at my mother’s
breasts!

If I should find you outside,
I would kiss you;
I would not be despised.

2 I would lead you and bring you
Into the ahouse of my mother,
She who used to instruct me.
I would cause you to drink of

spiced wine,
Of the juice of my

pomegranate.
3 bHis left hand is under my head,

And his right hand embraces
me.

(The bride quotes the bridegroom)
4 c I charge you, O daughters of

Jerusalem,
Do not stir up nor awaken love
Until it pleases.

Cant. XIII. The Past Is Recalled
When Baal Hamon Is Revisited,

8:5–14

(The bride’s brothers speak)
5 Who is this coming up from the

wilderness,
Leaning upon her beloved?

(Solomon speaks)

I awakened you under the
apple tree.

There your mother brought you
forth;

There she who bore you
brought you forth.

6 dSet me as a seal upon your
heart,

As a seal upon your arm;
For love is as strong as death,

e Jealousy as cruel as the fgrave;*
Its flames are flames of fire,
A most vehement flame.*

(The bride speaks to Solomon)
7 Many waters cannot quench

love,

8:11

g Cp. Matt. 21:33

h Cp. Is. 7:23

8:12

i Cp. Song 1:6

8:14

j Cp. Rev.
22:17,20

8:2

a Song 3:4

8:3

b Song 2:6

8:4

c Song 2:7; 3:5

8:6

d Cp. Is. 49:16;
Jer. 22:24; Hag.
2:23

e Prov. 6:34-35

f Hab. 2:5, note;
cp. Luke 16:23,
note
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Nor can the floods drown it.
If a man would give for love
All the wealth of his house,
It would be utterly despised.

(The bride recounts
what her brothers once said)

8 We have a little sister,
And she has no breasts.
What shall we do for our sister
In the day when she is spoken

for?
9 If she is a wall,

We will build upon her
A battlement of silver;
And if she is a door,
We will enclose her
With boards of cedar.

(The bride continues)
10 I am a wall,

And my breasts like towers;
Then I became in his eyes
As one who found peace.

11 Solomon had a vineyard at Baal
Hamon;

He gleased the vineyard to
keepers;

Everyone was to bring for its
fruit

A thousand hsilver coins.
12 iMy own vineyard is before me.

You, O Solomon, may have a
thousand,

And those who tend its fruit
two hundred.

(The brothers speak again)
13 You who dwell in the gardens,

The companions listen for your
voice—

(The bridegroom interrupts
in pleasant repartee)

Let me hear it!

(The bride, in affectionate
anticipation, responds)

14 jMake haste, my beloved,
And be like a gazelle
Or a young stag
On the mountains of spices.

*8:6 Or Sheol * Literally A flame of YAH (a
poetic form of YHWH, the LORD)

8:12 The bride requests more generous pay to her brothers, showing that she has forgiven them (compare v. 8).



THE

P R O P H E T I C  B O O K S
The Character of the Prophets
The Old Testament prophets were men raised up by God in times of declension and apostasy in Israel. They were pri-
marily revivalists and patriots, speaking on behalf of God to the heart and conscience of the nation. The prophetic
messages have a twofold character: (1) that which was local and for the prophet’s time; and (2) that which was pre-
dictive of the divine purpose in the future. Often the prediction sprang immediately from the local circumstance
(compare Isaiah 7:1–11 with verses 12–14).

It is necessary to keep the Israelite character of the prophet in mind. Usually his predictive ministry, as well as his
local and immediate ministry, has in view the covenant people, their sin and failure, and their glorious future. The
Gentile is mentioned as used for the chastisement of Israel, and as judged for this, but also as sharing the grace that is
yet to be shown toward Israel. The Church, corporately, is not in the vision of the Old Testament prophet (Ephesians
3:1–6). The future blessing of Israel as a nation rests upon the Palestinian Covenant of restoration and conversion (see
Deuteronomy 30:3, note) and the Davidic Covenant of the Kingship of the Messiah, David’s Son (see 2 Samuel 7:16,
note); and this gives to predictive prophecy its Messianic character. The final restoration of Israel is secured in the
kingdom, and the source of blessing in the kingdom is the King, who is not only David’s Son but also Immanuel.

A Great Mystery
But as the King is also Son of Abraham (Matthew 1:1), the promised Redeemer, and as redemption is only through the
sacrifice of Christ, so Messianic prophecy of necessity presents Christ in a twofold character: (1) a suffering Messiah
(for example, Isaiah 53); and (2) a reigning Messiah (for example, Isaiah 11). This duality—suffering and glory, weak-
ness and power—involved a mystery which perplexed the prophets (Luke 24:26–27; 1 Peter 1:10–12).

The solution to that mystery lies, as the New Testament makes clear, in the two advents—the first advent to re-
demption through suffering; the second advent to the kingdom in glory, when the national promises to Israel will be
fulfilled (compare Matthew 1:21–23; Luke 2:28–35; 24:46–48 with Matthew 2:2,6; 19:27–28; Luke 1:31–33,68–75;
Acts 2:30–32; 15:14–16). The prophets describe the advent in two forms which could not be contemporaneous (for
example, Zechariah 9:9; contrast 14:1–9); but to them it was not revealed that, between the advent to suffering and the
advent to glory, there would be accomplished certain “mysteries of the kingdom” (Matthew 13:11–17,34–35), nor
that, consequent upon Messiah’s rejection, the New Testament Church would be called out. These were, to them,
mysteries “hidden in God” (Ephesians 3:1–12).

Speaking broadly, then, predictive prophecy is occupied with the fulfillment of the Abrahamic, Palestinian, and Da-
vidic Covenants. See notes at Genesis 12:2; Deuteronomy 30:3, 2 Samuel 7:16.

The Gentiles and Restoration of the Jews
Gentile powers are mentioned as connected with Israel. However, prophecy, except in Daniel, Obadiah, Jonah, and
Nahum, is not primarily concerned with Gentile world history. Daniel, as will be seen, has a distinctive character.

The predictions of the restoration of the Jews from the Babylonian captivity at the end of seventy years must be dis-
tinguished from those of the restoration of the nation from the worldwide dispersion after their rejection of Christ at
His first advent. The Abrahamic, Palestinian, and Davidic Covenants (Genesis 12:1–3; Deuteronomy 28:1—30:9;
2 Samuel 7:4–17) are the mold of predictive prophecy in its larger sense—national greatness, national disobedience,
worldwide dispersion, worldwide blessing through Israel’s Messiah, repentance, the second coming of Christ, the re-
gathering of Israel and establishment of the kingdom, the conversion and blessing of Israel, and the judgment of Isra-
el’s oppressors.



Divisions of the Books
The prophetic books may be divided into three groups:

1. Pre-exilic: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah.
2. Exilic: Ezekiel, Daniel, and Obadiah.
3. Post-exilic: Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.
The division into major and minor prophetic writings, based upon the mere bulk of the books, is unhistoric and

non-chronological.

Understanding the Meaning of Prophecy
The keys which unlock the meaning of prophecy are: the two advents of Messiah (Luke 24:26)—the advent to suffer
(Genesis 3:15; Matthew 16:21; Luke 24:46; Acts 2:23), and the advent to reign (Deuteronomy 30:3; Acts 1:9–11); the
doctrine of the remnant (Isaiah 10:20–22; Romans 11:5, note); the doctrine of the day of the LORD (Isaiah 2:10–22;
Revelation 19:19, note); and the doctrine of the kingdom (Old Testament, Genesis 1:26–28; Zechariah 12:8, note;
New Testament, Luke 1:31–33; 1 Corinthians 15:24, note; Revelation 20:4 note). Pivotal passages are Genesis 3:15;
Deuteronomy 28—30; Psalm 2; Isaiah 7:14; 9:6–7; 53; Daniel 2 and 7.

The whole scope of prophecy must be taken into account in determining the meaning of any particular passage
(2 Peter 1:20). Hence the importance of first mastering the great themes indicated above, which in this edition of the
Scriptures may be done by tracing through the body of the prophetic writings the subjects mentioned in the preced-
ing paragraph.

CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF THE PROPHETS

I. THE PRE-EXILIC PROPHETS
Joel c. 850–c. 700 B.C.
Jonah c. 800 B.C.
Amos c. 780–755 B.C.
Hosea c. 760–710 B.C.
Micah c. 740 B.C.
Isaiah c. 740–680 B.C.
Nahum c. 666–615 B.C.
Zephaniah c. 630–620 B.C.
Habakkuk c. 627–586 B.C.
Jeremiah c. 626–580 B.C.

II. THE EXILIC PROPHETS
Daniel c. 604–535 B.C.
Ezekiel c. 593–570 B.C.
Obadiah c. 585 B.C.

III. THE POST-EXILIC PROPHETS
Haggai 520 B.C.
Zechariah 520–518 B.C.
Malachi c. 450–400 B.C.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Isaiah Israel’s Messiah 8th Cent. B.C.

Background
Isaiah, whose name means salvation of the LORD, was the greatest of the writing prophets. He carried on his ministry in
Judah during the reigns of four kings, possibly 740 to 680 B.C., a period of about sixty years during which Samaria was
captured and Israel carried away, approximately 722–721 B.C., and Judah was invaded by Sennacherib, 701 B.C.

Themes in Isaiah
The themes of Isaiah’s utterances reach back to the eternal counsels of God and the creation of the universe (for exam-
ple, 42:5) and look forward to the time when God will create new heavens and a new earth (65:17; 66:22). No other
prophet has written with such majestic eloquence about the glory of God (see chapter 40). All the nations of the earth
come within the scope of Isaiah’s predictions (for example, 2:4; 5:26; 14:6,26; 40:15,17,22; 66:18).

Whereas there are in Isaiah many important prophecies concerning Jerusalem (called by more than thirty different
names), as well as prophecies about Israel, Judah, and the nations of the earth, the book sets forth the great Messianic pre-
dictions in which are foretold Christ’s birth (7:14; 9:6), His Deity (9:6–7), His ministry (9:1–2; 42:1–7; 61:1–2), His death
(52:1–53:12), His future millennial reign (for example, chapters 2; 11; 65), etc.

The Old Testament in the New
Of all the Old Testament prophets, Isaiah is the most comprehensive in range. No prophet is more fully occupied with
the redemptive work of Christ. In no other place, in the Scriptures written under the law, is there so clear a view of grace.

Outline
The book may be divided as follows:

I. Prophecies Concerning Judah 1:1—12:6
II. Prophecies Concerning the Nations 13:1—27:13

III. Prophetic Warnings Concerning Ephraim and Judah 28:1—35:10
IV. Historical Parenthesis: Sennacherib’s Invasions and Hezekiah’s Illness 36:1—39:8
V. The Greatness and Transcendence of God 40:1—48:22

VI. The Suffering Servant of the LORD 49:1—57:21
VII. Concluding Exhortations and Prophecies 58:1—66:24

THE BOOK OF

I S A I A H



I. Prophetic Messages concerning
Judah, 1—12

God’s case against Judah

1THE avision of Isaiah the son of
Amoz, which he saw concern-

ing Judah and Jerusalem in the
bdays of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and
Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

2 cHear, O heavens, and give ear,
O earth!

For the LORD has spoken:
“I have nourished and brought

up dchildren,
And they have rebelled against

Me;
3 The ox knows its owner

And the donkey its master’s
crib;

But Israel edoes not know,
My people do not consider.”

4 Alas, sinful nation,
A people laden with iniquity,
A fbrood of evildoers,
Children who are corrupters!
They have forsaken the LORD,
They have provoked to anger
The Holy One of Israel,
They have turned away

backward.
5 gWhy should you be stricken

again?
You will revolt more and more.
The whole head is sick,
And the whole heart faints.

6 From the sole of the foot even
to the head,

There is no soundness in it,
But wounds and bruises and

putrefying sores;
They have not been closed or

bound up,
Or soothed with ointment.

7 hYour country is desolate,
Your cities are burned with fire;

1:9

i Remnant: v. 9;
Is. 10:20. (Is.
1:9; Rom. 11:5,
note)

j Rom. 9:29

1:10

k Law (of Moses):
vv. 10-18; Is.
5:24. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

1:12

l Ex. 23:17

1:13

m vv. 11-17

n Cp. Is. 66:3

1:1

a Num. 12:6

b 2 Chr. 26-32

1:2

c Cp. Deut. 32:1;
Jer. 6:19; Mic.
1:2; 6:2

d Cp. Gal. 4:1-4

1:3

e Cp. Jer. 9:3,6

1:4

f Is. 57:3-4; cp.
Matt. 3:7

1:5

g Is. 9:13; Jer.
2:30; 5:3

1:7

h Deut. 28:51-52

ISAIAH 1:1–14 911
Strangers devour your land in

your presence;
And it is desolate, as

overthrown by strangers.
8 So the daughter of Zion is left

as a booth in a vineyard,
As a hut in a garden of

cucumbers,
As a besieged city.

9 Unless the LORD of hosts
Had left to us a very small

iremnant,
We would have become like

jSodom,
We would have been made like

Gomorrah.

Mere outward religion condemned
10 Hear the word of the LORD,

You rulers of Sodom;
Give ear to the klaw of our God,
You people of Gomorrah:

11“To what purpose is the
multitude of your sacrifices
to Me?”

Says the LORD.
“I have had enough of burnt

offerings of rams
And the fat of fed cattle.
I do not delight in the blood of

bulls,
Or of lambs or goats.

12“When you come to lappear
before Me,

Who has required this from
your hand,

To trample My courts?
13mBring no more futile sacrifices;

Incense is an nabomination to
Me.

The New Moons, the Sabbaths,
and the calling of
assemblies—

I cannot endure iniquity and
the sacred meeting.

14 Your New Moons and your
appointed feasts

My soul hates;

1:1 Approximately 740 to 680 B.C.

Isaiah: salvation of Jehovah. A major prophet whose
writings are known for information about the coming
Messiah.

1:2 The chapter, to v. 23, states the case of the LORD

against Judah. Chastening, according to Deut. 28—29, has
been visited upon Israel in the land (vv. 5–8), and now the
time of expulsion from the land is near. But just here the

LORD renews the promise of the Palestinian Covenant (see
Deut. 30:3, note) of future restoration and exaltation (Is.
1:26–27; 2:1–4).

1:10 Sodom. That is, Jerusalem, Rev. 11:8.

Sodom and Gomorrah: burning. Cities located in the
Valley of Siddim known for their extreme wickedness
and destroyed by God with fire and brimstone. Only
Lot and his family survived the destruction.



24 Therefore the Lord says,
The LORD of hosts, the Mighty

One of Israel,
“Ah, I will rid Myself of My

adversaries,
And take vengeance on My

enemies.
25 I will turn My hand against

hyou,
And thoroughly ipurge away

your jdross,
And take away all your alloy.

26 I will restore your judges as at
the kfirst,

And your counselors as at the
beginning.

Afterward you shall be called
the lcity of righteousness,
the faithful city.”

27 Zion shall be redeemed with
justice,

And her penitents with
righteousness.

28 The mdestruction of
transgressors and of sinners
shall be together,

And those who forsake the
LORD shall be consumed.

29 For they* shall be ashamed of
the terebinth trees

Which you have desired;
And you shall be embarrassed

because of the gardens
Which you have chosen.

30 For you shall be as a terebinth
whose leaf fades,

And as a garden that has no
water.

31 The strong shall be as tinder,
And the work of it as a spark;
Both will burn together,
And no one shall nquench

them.

A vision of the coming kingdom

2THE word that Isaiah the son of
Amoz saw concerning Judah and

Jerusalem.

They are a trouble to Me,
I am weary of bearing them.

15 When you spread out your
hands,

I will hide My eyes from you;
Even though you make many

prayers,
I will not ahear.
Your hands are full of blood.

16“Wash yourselves, make
yourselves clean;

Put away the evil of your doings
from before My eyes.

Cease to do evil,
17 Learn to do good;

Seek justice,
Rebuke the oppressor;*
Defend the fatherless,
Plead for the widow.

Entreaty and warning
18“Come now, and let us breason

together,”
Says the LORD,

“Though your sins are like
scarlet,

They shall be as white as csnow;
Though they are red like

crimson,
They shall be as wool.

19 If you are willing and obedient,
You shall eat the good of the

land;
20 But if you refuse and rebel,

You shall be devoured by the
sword”;

For the mouth of the LORD has
spoken.

21 How the faithful city has
become a dharlot!

It was full of justice;
Righteousness lodged in it,
But now emurderers.

22 Your silver has become dross,
Your wine mixed with water.

23 Your princes are rebellious,
And companions of thieves;
Everyone loves fbribes,
And follows after rewards.
They do not defend the

fatherless,
Nor does the cause of the

gwidow come before them.

1:25

h Israel (prophe-
cies): vv. 24-26;
Is. 2:2. (Gen.
12:2; Rom.
11:26, note)

i Kingdom (OT):
vv. 25-26; Is.
2:3. (Gen. 1:26;
Zech. 12:8,
note)

j Is. 48:10; Ezek.
22:19-22

1:26

k Jer. 33:7,11

l Cp. Zech. 8:3

1:28

m 2 Thess. 1:8-9

1:31

n Mark 9:43

1:15

a Is. 59:1-3; Mic.
3:4

1:18

b Is. 43:26

c Ps. 51:7

1:21

d Cp. Jer. 2:20

e Mic. 3:1-3

1:23

f Ex. 23:8; Eccl.
7:7

g Cp. James 1:27

912 ISAIAH 1:15—2:1

*1:17 Some ancient versions read the oppressed.
*1:29 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and
Vulgate; some Hebrew manuscripts and Targum read
you.

1:25 thoroughly. Literally as with eye.
1:26 judges. Under the future kingdom the ancient

method of administering the theocratic government over

Israel is to be restored. See notes at Judg. 2:18; Matt. 19:28.
1:29 terebinth trees. The allusion is to the worship of

idols. See notes at Deut. 16:21; Judg. 2:13; 3:7.



2 aNow it shall come to bpass cin
the latter days

That the mountain of the
LORD’S house

Shall be established on the top
of the mountains,

And shall be exalted above the
hills;

And all nations shall flow to it.
3 dMany people shall come and

say,
“Come, and let us go up to the

mountain of the LORD,
To the house of the God of

Jacob;
He will teach us His ways,
And we shall walk in His

paths.”
For out of eZion shall go forth

the law,
And the word of the LORD from

Jerusalem.
4 He shall judge between the

nations,
And rebuke many people;
They shall beat their swords

into plowshares,
And their spears into pruning

hooks;
Nation shall not lift up sword

against nation,
Neither shall they learn war

anymore.
5 O house of Jacob, come and let

us walk
In the flight of the LORD.

Necessity of humility in
the day of the LORD

6 For You have forsaken Your
people, the house of Jacob,

Because they are filled with
eastern ways;

They are gsoothsayers like the
Philistines,

And they are pleased with the
children of hforeigners.

2:7

i Cp. Deut. 17:16

j Cp. Is. 22:18;
Mic. 5:10

2:8

k Is. 40:19-20

2:11

l Prov. 16:5

m Is. 5:15

2:12

n Day (of the
LORD): vv. 10-
21; Is. 10:20.
(Ps. 2:9; Rev.
19:19, note)

2:13

o Zech. 11:1-2;
cp. Ezek. 31:3-
18

2:16

p Cp. 1 Kin. 10:22

2:2

a vv. 2-4; cp. Mic.
4:1-3

b Israel (prophe-
cies): vv. 1-4; Is.
9:7. (Gen. 12:2;
Rom. 11:26,
note)

c Cp. Gen. 49:1;
see Acts 2:17,
note

2:3

d Jer. 50:5; Zech.
8:21-23; 14:16-
21

e Kingdom (OT):
vv. 1-4; Is. 4:5.
(Gen. 1:26;
Zech. 12:8,
note)

2:5

f Cp. 1 John 1:5-7

2:6

g Cp. Mic. 5:12

h Cp. 2 Kin. 
16:7-8
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7 Their land is also full of silver

and gold,
And there is no end to their

treasures;
Their land is also full of ihorses,
And there is no end to their

jchariots.
8 Their land is also full of idols;

They worship the work of their
own hands,

That which their own fingers
have kmade.

9 People bow down,
And each man humbles himself;
Therefore do not forgive them.

10 Enter into the rock, and hide in
the dust,

From the terror of the LORD
And the glory of His majesty.

11 The lofty looks of man shall be
lhumbled,

The haughtiness of men shall
be bowed down,

And the LORD alone shall be
mexalted in that day.

12 For the nday of the LORD of hosts
Shall come upon everything

proud and lofty,
Upon everything lifted up—
And it shall be brought low—

13 Upon all the ocedars of
Lebanon that are high and
lifted up,

And upon all the oaks of
Bashan;

14 Upon all the high mountains,
And upon all the hills that are

lifted up;
15 Upon every high tower,

And upon every fortified wall;
16 Upon all the pships of Tarshish,

And upon all the beautiful
sloops.

17 The loftiness of man shall be
bowed down,

Judah: praised. The southern kingdom.

Jerusalem: founded in peace. The capital of David’s
kingdom and the religious center of Israel. Solomon
built a magnificent temple here. The city and temple
were destroyed and restored throughout Israel’s history.

2:2 come to pass. Verses 2–5 are so similar to Mic.
4:1–3,5 that it has been suggested that one of these writers

copied from the other. God gave both men the same vi-
sion. Micah includes an extra verse (v. 4), thus describing
the vision somewhat more fully than Isaiah does. Although
both prophets employ the same words, in 2:1 Isaiah stress-
es the fact that the vision was one that he had personally
seen. mountain. A mountain, in Scripture symbolism,
means a kingdom, authority, or rule (Dan. 2:35,44–45;
Rev. 17:9–11; see Rev. 13:1, note).

2:16 beautiful sloops. Literally watchtowers or ships of
pleasure.



Every one by another and every
one by his neighbor;

The child will be insolent
toward the elder,

And the base toward the
honorable.”

6 When a man takes hold of his
brother

In the house of his father,
saying,

“You have clothing;
You be our ruler,
And let these ruins be under

your power,”*

7 In that day he will protest,
saying,

“I cannot cure your ills,
For in my house is neither food

nor clothing;
Do not make me a ruler of the

people.”
8 For kJerusalem stumbled,

And Judah is fallen,
Because their tongue and their

doings
Are against the LORD,
To provoke the eyes of His glory.

9 The look on their countenance
witnesses against them,

And they declare their sin as
lSodom;

They do not hide it.
Woe to their soul!
For they have brought evil

upon themselves.
10“Say to the righteous mthat it

shall be well with them,
For they shall eat the fruit of

their doings.
11 Woe to the wicked! nIt shall be

ill with him,
For the reward of his hands

shall be given him.
12 As for My people, children are

their oppressors,
And women rule over them.
O My people! Those who lead

you cause you to err,
And destroy the way of your

paths.”
13 The LORD stands up to plead,

And stands to judge the people.

And the haughtiness of men
shall be brought low;

The LORD alone will be exalted
in that day,

18 But the idols He shall utterly
abolish.

19 They shall go into the aholes of
the rocks,

And into the bcaves of the earth,
From the terror of the LORD
And the glory of His majesty,
When He arises to cshake the

earth mightily.
20 In that day a man will dcast

away his idols of silver
And his idols of gold,
Which they made, each for

himself to worship,
To the moles and ebats,

21 To fgo into the clefts of the
rocks,

And into the crags of the
rugged rocks,

From the terror of the LORD
And the glory of His majesty,
When He arises to shake the

earth mightily.
22 gSever yourselves from such a

man,
Whose breath is in his nostrils;
For of what account is he?

National disintegration of Jerusalem
and Judah through sin

3FOR behold, the Lord, the LORD
of hosts,

hTakes away from Jerusalem and
from Judah

The stock and the store,
The whole supply of bread and

the whole supply of water;
2 The imighty man and the man

of war,
The judge and the prophet,
And the diviner and the elder;

3 The captain of fifty and the
honorable man,

The counselor and the skillful
artisan,

And the expert enchanter.
4“I will give jchildren to be their

princes,
And babes shall rule over them.

5 The people will be oppressed,

3:8

k Mic. 3:12

3:9

l Gen. 19:4-9

3:10

m Eccl. 8:12

3:11

n Ps. 11:6; Eccl.
8:13

2:19

a v. 10; cp. Luke
23:30; Rev.
6:16; 9:6

b v. 21

c Cp. Hag. 2:6,21;
Heb. 12:26

2:20

d Cp. Is. 30:22

e Cp. Lev. 11:19

f vv. 10,19

g Ps. 146:3; Jer.
17:5

3:1

h Lev. 26:26; Is.
5:13

3:2

i 2 Kin. 24:14

3:4

j Eccl. 10:16

914 ISAIAH 2:18—3:13

*3:6 Literally hand

3:7 cure. Hebrew bind up.



14 The LORD will enter into
judgment

With the elders of His people
And His princes:

“For you have eaten up the
vineyard;

The plunder of the poor is in
your houses.

15 What do you mean by crushing
My people

And grinding the faces of the
poor?”

Says the Lord GOD of hosts.

Zion’s haughty women condemned
16Moreover the LORD says:

“Because the daughters of Zion
are haughty,

And walk with outstretched
necks

And wanton eyes,
Walking and mincing as they go,
Making a jingling with their

feet,
17 Therefore the Lord will strike

with a scab
The crown of the head of the

daughters of Zion,
And the LORD will uncover

their secret parts.”
18 In that day the Lord will take

away the finery:
The jingling anklets, the

scarves, and the crescents;
19 The pendants, the bracelets,

and the veils;
20 The headdresses, the leg

ornaments, and the
headbands;

The perfume boxes, the charms,
21 and the rings;

The nose jewels,
22 the festal apparel, and the

mantles;
The outer garments, the purses,

23 and the mirrors;
The fine linen, the turbans, and

the robes.
24And so it shall be:

Instead of a sweet smell there
will be a stench;

Instead of a sash, a rope;

4:2

a Is. 12:1-6

ISAIAH 3:14—4:3 915
Instead of well-set hair,

baldness;
Instead of a rich robe, a girding

of sackcloth;
And branding instead of beauty.

25 Your men shall fall by the
sword,

And your mighty in the war.
26 Her gates shall lament and

mourn,
And she being desolate shall sit

on the ground.

A vision of the coming kingdom
(cp. Is. 11:1–16)

4AND in that day seven women
shall take hold of one man,
saying,

“We will eat our own food and
wear our own apparel;

Only let us be called by your
name,

To take away our reproach.”
2 In that aday the Branch of the

LORD shall be beautiful and
glorious;

And the fruit of the earth shall
be excellent and appealing

For those of Israel who have
escaped.

3And it shall come to pass that he
who is left in Zion and remains in
Jerusalem will be called holy—

4:1 This verse concludes the thought of 3:25–26.

Mount Zion: the hill on which Jerusalem stood.

4:2 THE “BRANCH” OF THE LORD

A name of Christ, used in a fourfold way:
(1) “the Branch of the LORD” (v. 2), that is, the Im-

manuel character of Christ (Is. 7:14) to be fully mani-
fested to restored and converted Israel after His return
in divine glory (Matt. 25:31);

(2) the “Branch” of David (Is. 11:1; Jer. 23:5; 33:15),
that is, the Messiah, “who was born of the seed of Da-
vid according to the flesh” (Rom. 1:3), revealed in His
earthly glory as King of kings, and Lord of lords;

(3) the LORD’s “Servant, the BRANCH” (Zech. 3:8),
Messiah’s humiliation and obedience to death accord-
ing to Is. 52:13–15; 53:1–12; Phil. 2:5–8; and

(4) the “Man whose name is BRANCH” (Zech. 6:12),
that is, His character as Son of man, the “last Adam,”
the “second Man” (1 Cor. 15:45–47), reigning as Priest-
King over the earth in the dominion given to and lost by
the first Adam. Matthew is the Gospel of the Branch of
David; Mark, of the LORD’s Servant, the Branch; Luke,
of the Man whose name is the Branch; and John, of the
Branch of the LORD.



But there shall come up briers
and fthorns.

I will also command the clouds
That they rain no rain on it.”

7 For the vineyard of the LORD of
hosts is the house of Israel,

And the men of Judah are His
pleasant plant.

He looked for justice, but
behold, oppression;

For righteousness, but behold,
a cry for help.

Six woes on unfaithful Israel
8 Woe to those who join house to

house;
They add field to field,
Till there is no place
Where they may dwell alone in

the midst of the gland!
9 In my hearing the LORD of hosts

said,
“Truly, many houses shall be

desolate,
Great and beautiful ones,

without inhabitant.
10 For ten acres of vineyard shall

yield one hbath,
And a hhomer of seed shall

yield one hephah.”
11 Woe to those who rise early in

the morning,
That they may follow

intoxicating drink;
Who continue until night, till

wine inflames them!
12 The harp and the strings,

The tambourine and flute,
And wine are in their feasts;
But they do not regard the

work of the LORD,
Nor consider the operation of

His hands.
13 Therefore imy people have

gone into captivity,
Because they have no

jknowledge;
Their honorable men are

famished,
And their multitude dried up

with thirst.
14 Therefore kSheol has enlarged

itself

everyone who is recorded among
the living in Jerusalem.

4When the Lord has washed away
the filth of the daughters of Zion,
and purged the blood of Jerusalem
from her midst, by the spirit of judg-
ment and by the spirit of burning,

5then the LORD will create above
every dwelling place of aMount
Zion, and above her assemblies, a
cloud and smoke by day and the
shining of a flaming fire by night.
For over all the glory there will be a
covering.

6And there will be a tabernacle
for shade in the daytime from the
heat, for a place of refuge, and for a
shelter from storm and rain.

Israel, the LORD’s vineyard

5NOW let me sing to my Well-
beloved

A song of my Beloved regarding
His bvineyard:

My Well-beloved has a vineyard
On a very fruitful hill.

2 He dug it up and cleared out its
stones,

And planted it with the
choicest vine.

He built a tower in its midst,
And also made a winepress in it;
So He expected it to bring forth

good grapes,
But it brought forth wild grapes.

3“And now, O inhabitants of
Jerusalem and men of
Judah,

Judge, please, between Me and
My vineyard.

4 What more could have been
done to My vineyard

That I have not done in cit?
Why then, when I expected it

to bring forth good grapes,
Did it bring forth wild grapes?

5 And now, please let Me tell you
what I will do to My
vineyard:

I will take away its hedge, and
it shall be burned;

And break ddown its wall, and
it shall be trampled down.

6 I will lay it ewaste;
It shall not be pruned or dug,

5:6

f Is. 7:23-25

5:8

g Mic. 2:2

5:10

h See Weights and
Measures (OT),
2 Chr. 2:10,
note

5:13

i 2 Kin. 24:14-16

j Hos. 4:6

5:14

k See Hab. 2:5,
note; cp. Luke
16:23, note

4:5

a Kingdom (OT):
vv. 2-6; Is. 7:14.
(Gen. 1:26;
Zech. 12:8,
note)

5:1

b Parables (OT):
vv. 1-7; Jer.
13:1. (Judg. 9:8;
Zech. 11:7,
note)

5:4

c 2 Chr. 36:15

5:5

d Ps. 89:40-41

5:6

e 2 Chr. 36:19-21

916 ISAIAH 4:4—5:14

4:6 a tabernacle. That is, a canopy.



And opened its mouth beyond
measure;

Their glory and their multitude
and their pomp,

And he who is jubilant, shall
descend into it.

15 People shall be brought down,
Each man shall be humbled,
And the eyes of the lofty shall

be humbled.
16 But the LORD of hosts shall be

aexalted in judgment,
And God who is holy shall be

hallowed in righteousness.
17 Then the lambs shall feed in

their pasture,
And in the waste places of the

bfat ones strangers shall eat.
18 Woe to those who draw iniquity

with cords of vanity,
And sin as if with a cart rope;

19 That csay, “Let Him make
speed and hasten His work,

That we may see it;
And let the counsel of the Holy

One of Israel draw near
and come,

That we may know it.”
20 Woe to those who call evil

good, and good evil;
Who put darkness for light, and

light for darkness;
Who put bitter for sweet, and

sweet for bitter!
21 Woe to those who are dwise in

their own eyes,
And prudent in their own sight!

22 Woe to men mighty at drinking
ewine,

Woe to men valiant for mixing
intoxicating drink,

23 Who f justify the wicked for a
bribe,

And take away justice from the
grighteous man!

24 Therefore, as the fire devours
the stubble,

And the flame consumes the
chaff,

So their hroot will be as
rottenness,

5:24
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Gal. 3:24, note)
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And their blossom will ascend

like dust;
Because they have rejected the

ilaw of the LORD of hosts,
And despised the word of the

Holy One of Israel.
25 Therefore the anger of the LORD

is aroused against His
people;

He has stretched out His hand
against them

And stricken them,
And the hills trembled.
Their carcasses were as refuse

in the midst of the streets.
jFor all this His anger is not

turned away,
But His hand is stretched out

still.
26 He will lift up a kbanner to the

nations from afar,
And will lwhistle to them from

the end of the earth;
Surely mthey shall come with

speed, swiftly.
27 No one will be weary or

stumble among them,
No one will slumber or sleep;
Nor will the belt on their loins

be nloosed,
Nor the strap of their sandals

be broken;
28 Whose arrows are sharp,

And all their bows bent;
Their horses’ hooves will seem

like flint,
And their wheels like a

whirlwind.
29 Their roaring will be like a lion,

They will roar like young lions;
Yes, they will roar
And lay hold of the prey;
They will carry it away safely,
And no one will deliver.

30 In that day they will roar
against them

Like the roaring of the sea.
And if one olooks to the land,
Behold, darkness and sorrow;
And the light is darkened by

the clouds.

Isaiah’s vision

6IN the year that pKing Uzziah
died, I qsaw the Lord rsitting on

a throne, high and lifted up, and the
train of His robe filled the temple.

Uzziah: might of Jehovah. A powerful and righteous
king of Judah whose pride led him to disobey God
and be struck with leprosy.



10“Make the heart of this people
dull,

And their ears heavy,
And shut their eyes;
Lest they see with their eyes,
And hear with their ears,
And understand with their

heart,
And return and be healed.”

11Then I said, “Lord, how jlong?”
And He answered:

“Until the cities are laid waste
and without inhabitant,

The houses are without a man,
The land is utterly desolate,

12 The LORD has kremoved men
far away,

And the forsaken places are
many in the midst of the
land.

13 But yet a ltenth will be in it,
And will mreturn and be for

consuming,
As a terebinth tree or as an oak,
Whose stump remains when it

is cut down.
So the holy seed shall be its

stump.”

The confederacy of Rezin
and Pekah

7NOW it came to pass in the days
of nAhaz the son of Jotham, the

son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that
Rezin king of Syria and Pekah the
son of Remaliah, king of Israel,
went up to Jerusalem to make war
against o it, but could not prevail
against it.

2And it was told to the house of
David, saying, “Syria’s forces are de-
ployed in Ephraim.” So his heart
and the heart of his people were
moved as the trees of the woods are
moved with the wind.

3Then the LORD said to Isaiah,
“Go out now to meet Ahaz, you and
Shear-Jashub your son, at the end of
the aqueduct from the upper pool,
on the highway to the Fuller’s Field,

4“and say to him: ‘Take heed, and

2Above it stood seraphim; each
one had six wings: with two he cov-
ered his face, with two he acovered
his feet, and with two he flew.

3And one cried to another and
said:

“Holy, b holy, holy is the LORD of
hosts;

The whole earth is full of His
cglory!”

4And the posts of the door were
shaken by the voice of him who
cried out, and the dhouse was filled
with smoke.

5So I said:

“Woe is me, for I am undone!
Because I am a man of eunclean

lips,
And I dwell in the midst of a

people of unclean lips;
For fmy eyes have seen the

King,
The LORD of hosts.”

6Then one of the seraphim flew
to me, having in his hand a live coal
which he had taken with the tongs
from the altar.

7And he touched my gmouth with
it, and said:

“Behold, this has touched your
lips;

Your iniquity is taken away,
And your sin purged.”

8Also I heard the voice of the
Lord, saying:

“Whom shall I send,
And who will go for Us?”

Then I said, “Here am I! Send hme.”

Isaiah’s new commission
9And He said, “Go, and itell this

people:

‘Keep on hearing, but do not
understand;

Keep on seeing, but do not
perceive.’
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l See Rom. 11:5,
note
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f Inspiration: vv.
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4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

6:7
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Dan. 10:16
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h Cp. Acts 26:19-
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6:9

i vv. 9-10; Matt.
13:14-15; John
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6:2 seraphim. The seraphim, which are mentioned only
here, appear to be angelic beings.

7:2 Ephraim. In the prophetic books Ephraim and Isra-
el are the collective names of the ten tribes, who under
Jeroboam established the northern kingdom, subsequent-

ly called Samaria (1 Kin. 21:1), and were (c. 722–721
B.C.) sent into an exile which still continues (2 Kin.
17:1–6).

7:3 Shear-Jashub. Literally a remnant shall return. Com-
pare Is. 8:3.



be aquiet; do not fear or be faint-
hearted for these two stubs of smok-
ing firebrands, for the fierce anger
of Rezin and Syria, and the son of
Remaliah.

5‘Because Syria, Ephraim, and the
son of Remaliah have plotted evil
against you, saying,

6“Let us go up against Judah and
trouble it, and let us make a gap in
its wall for ourselves, and set a king
over them, the son of Tabel”—

7‘thus says the Lord GOD:

“It shall not stand,
bNor shall it come to pass.

8 For the head of Syria is
Damascus,

And the head of Damascus is
Rezin.

Within sixty-five years Ephraim
will be broken,

So that it will not be a people.
9 The head of Ephraim is Samaria,

And the head of Samaria is
Remaliah’s son.

If you will not believe,
Surely you shall not be

cestablished.” ’ ”

The great sign: Immanuel, the
virgin’s Son

10Moreover the LORD spoke again
to Ahaz, saying,

11“Ask a sign for yourself from
the LORD your God; ask it either in
the depth or in the height above.”

12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask,
nor will I dtest the LORD!”

13Then he said, “Hear now, O
house of David! Is it a small thing
for you to weary men, but will you
weary my God also?

14“Therefore the Lord Himself
will give you a sign: Behold, the vir-
gin shall econceive and bear a fSon,
and shall gcall His name Immanuel.

15“Curds and hhoney He shall
eat, that He may know to refuse the
evil and choose the good.
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12; Jer. 9:7.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note)

7:14

e Matt. 1:23

f Christ (first ad-
vent): v. 14; Is.
9:6. (Gen. 3:15;
Acts 1:11, note)

g Kingdom (OT):
v. 14; Is. 9:7.
(Gen. 1:26;
Zech. 12:8,
note)

7:15

h Cp. v. 22

ISAIAH 7:5–23 919
16“For before the Child shall

know to refuse the evil and choose
the good, the land that you dread
will be forsaken by both her kings.

Prediction of an impending invasion
of Judah (cp. 2 Chr. 28:1–20)

17“The iLORD will bring the king
of Assyria upon you and your people
and your father’s house—days that
have not come since the day that
jEphraim departed from Judah.”
18 And it shall come to pass in

that day
That the LORD will whistle for

the fly
That is in the farthest part of

the rivers of Egypt,
And for the bee that is in the

land of Assyria.
19 They will come, and all of them

will rest
In the desolate valleys and in

the kclefts of the rocks,
And on all thorns and in all

pastures.
20 In the same day the Lord will

shave with a lhired mrazor,
With those from beyond the

River, with the king of
Assyria,

The head and the hair of the
legs,

And will also remove the beard.
21 It shall be in that day

That a man will keep alive a
young cow and two sheep;

22 So it shall be, from the
abundance of milk they
give,

That he will eat curds;
For curds and honey everyone

will eat who is left in the
land.

23 It shall happen in that day,
That wherever there could be a

thousand vines

7:14 give you a sign. This prediction of the virgin birth
of the Lord Jesus Christ is not addressed only to the faith-
less Ahaz, but to the whole “house of David” (v. 13). The
objection that such a far-off event as the birth of Christ
could be no “sign” to Ahaz is, therefore, not valid. It was a
continuing prophecy addressed to the Davidic family.
Immanuel. Literally God with us.

7:15 that He may know. Or when He knows.

7:20 razor. This is a reference to the fact that Ahaz sent
gifts to Tiglath-Pileser, king of Assyria, to hire him to come
and deliver him from Aram (Syria) and Israel (2 Kin.
16:5–9). River. That is, the Euphrates.

7:22 in the land. Verses 20–25 describe the situation
that would result from the invasion, when there would be
large grazing areas but insufficient men to cultivate the
fields.



7:14 NAMES, TITLES AND OFFICES OF CHRIST

Adam, the last 1 Corinthians 15:45
Advocate, an 1 John 2:1
Alpha and Omega Revelation 1:8; 22:13
Amen Revelation 3:14
Author of eternal salvation Hebrews 5:9

Beginning and the End Revelation 1:8; 22:13
Beginning of the creation of God Revelation 3:14
Blessed and only Potentate 1 Timothy 6:15
Branch Zechariah 3:8; 6:12
Bread of God John 6:33
Bread of Life John 6:35

Captain of Salvation Hebrews 2:10
Child, little Isaiah 11:6
Christ, the Matthew 16:16; Mark 8:29; Luke 9:20; John 6:69
Companion, my Zechariah 13:7
Cornerstone Ephesians 2:20; 1 Peter 2:6
Counselor Isaiah 9:6

David Jeremiah 30:9; Ezekiel 34:23; 37:24; Hosea 3:5
David, Son of Matthew 9:27; 21:9
Dayspring Luke 1:78
Deliverer Romans 11:26
Desire of All Nations Haggai 2:7
Everlasting Father Isaiah 9:6

Faithful witness Revelation 1:5; 3:14
First and the Last Revelation 1:17; 22:13
Firstborn Hebrews 1:6; Revelation 1:5

God Isaiah 40:9; John 20:28; 1 John 5:20
God, eternal blessed Romans 9:5

Head over all things Ephesians 1:22
Heir of all things Hebrews 1:2
High Priest Hebrews 4:14; 5:10
Holy, the most Daniel 9:24
Holy One Luke 4:34; Acts 3:14; Revelation 3:7
Horn of Salvation Luke 1:69

Image of God 2 Corinthians 4:4
Immanuel Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23

Jesus Matthew 1:21; 1 Thessalonians 1:10
Just (One), the Acts 3:14; 7:52; 22:14

King of Israel John 1:49
King of the Jews Matthew 2:2
King of kings 1 Timothy 6:15; Revelation 17:14; 19:16

Lamb of God John 1:29,36
Life, the John 14:6
Life, Bread of John 6:35
Light of the World John 8:12; 9:5
Light, True John 1:9; 12:35
Lion of the tribe of Judah Revelation 5:5
Living stone 1 Peter 2:4
Lord Zechariah 14:3; Matthew 3:3; Mark 11:3
Lord God, Almighty Revelation 15:3
Lord of all Acts 10:36
Lord of Glory 1 Corinthian 2:8



NAMES, TITLES AND OFFICES OF CHRIST, continued

Lord of lords 1 Timothy 6:15; Revelation 17:14; 19:16
Lord our Righteousness Jeremiah 23:6

Maker and Preserver of all things John 1:3,10; 1 Corinthians 8:6; Colossians 1:16; Hebrews 1:2,10; 
Revelation 4:11

Man, the 1 Timothy 2:5
Man, the second 1 Corinthians 15:47
Mediator 1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 12:24
Messiah Daniel 9:25; John 1:41
Mighty God Isaiah 9:6
Morning star 2 Peter 1:19; Revelation 22:16

Nazarene Matthew 2:23

Passover, our 1 Corinthians 5:7
Priest forever Hebrews 5:6
Prince Acts 5:31
Prince of Life Acts 3:15
Prince of Peace Isaiah 9:6
Prophet Deuteronomy 18:15; Luke 24:19
Propitiation Romans 3:25; 1 John 2:2

Redeemer Job 19:25; Isaiah 59:20
Righteous, the 1 John 2:1
Root and offspring of David Revelation 5:5; 22:16
Ruler Matthew 2:6
Ruler in Israel Micah 5:2
Ruler of the kings of the earth Revelation 1:5

Same yesterday, today and forever Hebrews 13:8
Savior Luke 2:11; Acts 5:31
Servant, Holy Acts 4:27
Servant, my Isaiah 52:13
Shepherd and Overseer of souls 1 Peter 2:25
Shepherd in the land Zechariah 11:16; 13:7
Shepherd of the sheep, Great Hebrews 13:20
Shepherd, the Chief 1 Peter 5:4
Shepherd, the good John 10:11
Shiloh Genesis 49:10
Son, a Hebrews 3:6
Son, the Psalm 2:12
Son, my beloved Matthew 3:17; 17:5; Luke 9:35
Son, only begotten John 1:14,18; 3:16,18
Son of David Matthew 9:27; 21:9
Son of God Matthew 8:29; Luke 1:35
Son of Man Matthew 8:20; John 1:51; Acts 7:56
Son of the Highest Luke 1:32
Star Numbers 24:17
Star, the bright and morning Revelation 22:16
Sun of Righteousness Malachi 4:2

Truth, the John 14:6

Vine, the John 15:1,5

Way John 14:6
Witness, faithful and true Revelation 3:14
Wonderful Isaiah 96
Word John 1:1
Word of God Revelation 19:13



The waters of the River, strong
and mighty—

The king of Assyria and all his
glory;

He will go up over all his
channels

And go over all his banks.
8 He will pass through Judah,

He will overflow and pass over,
cHe will reach up to the neck;
And the stretching out of his

wings
Will fill the breadth of Your

land, O dImmanuel.*

The believing remnant
9“Be shattered, O you peoples,

and be broken in pieces!
Give ear, all you from far

countries.
Gird yourselves, but be broken

in pieces;
Gird yourselves, but be broken

in pieces.
10 eTake counsel together, but it

will come to nothing;
Speak the word, but it will not

stand,
fFor God is with us.”*

11For the LORD spoke thus to me
with a strong hand, and instructed
me that I should not walk in the
way of this people, saying:
12“Do not say, ‘A conspiracy,’

Concerning all that this people
call a conspiracy,

Nor be afraid of their threats,
nor be troubled.

13 The LORD of hosts, Him you
shall hallow;

Let Him be your fear,
And let Him be your dread.

Worth a thousand shekels of
silver,

It will be for briers and thorns.
24 With arrows and bows men

will come there,
Because all the land will

become briers and thorns.
25 And to any hill which could be

dug with the hoe,
You will not go there for fear of

briers and thorns;
But it will become a range for

oxen
And a place for sheep to roam.

Overthrow of Damascus and Samaria

8MOREOVER the LORD said to
me, “Take a large scroll, and

awrite on it with a man’s pen con-
cerning Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz.

2“And I will take for Myself faith-
ful witnesses to record, Uriah the
priest and Zechariah the son of Je-
berechiah.”

3Then I went to the prophetess,
and she conceived and bore a son.
Then the LORD said to me, “Call his
name Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz;

4“for before the child shall have
knowledge to cry ‘My father’ and
‘My mother,’ the riches of Damascus
and the spoil of Samaria will be tak-
en away before the king of Assyria.”

5The LORD also spoke to me again,
saying:

6“Inasmuch as these people
refused

The waters of Shiloah that flow
softly,

And rejoice in bRezin and in
Remaliah’s son;

7 Now therefore, behold, the
Lord brings up over them

8:8

c Is. 30:28

d Is. 7:14; Matt.
1:23

8:10

e Is. 7:7; Acts
5:38

f Cp. Rom. 8:31

8:1

a Inspiration: v. 1;
Is. 30:8. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

8:6

b Cp. Is. 7:1-9

922 ISAIAH 7:24—8:13

*8:8 Literally God-With-Us *8:10 Hebrew
Immanuel

8:1,3 Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz. Usually rendered, liter-
ally hasten the booty, hasten the spoil. Compare Is. 7:3.

Zechariah: whom Jehovah remembers. A witness to
the prophecy of Isaiah.

Uriah: light of Jehovah. The priest who served as a
witness to a prophecy of Isaiah.

Shiloah: outlet of water. A channel that carried water
along the southeast slopes of Jerusalem from the
spring of Gihon to the lower pool of Siloam.

8:6 Shiloah. Or Shelah, Neh. 3:15; or Siloam, John 9:7.
8:7 River. That is, the Euphrates.
8:9 Be shattered. Or Make an uproar.
8:10 God is with us. Judah is Immanuel’s land and,

therefore, cannot be conquered except as Immanuel per-
mits. Compare the end of v. 8 where the same Hebrew
words are used, but rendered in our version “Immanuel.”
This child is the “stone of stumbling and a rock of offense”
(v. 14).

8:12 a conspiracy. The reference is to the attempt to
terrify Judah by the conspiracy between Syria and Samaria
(Is. 7:1–2).



14 He will be as a sanctuary,
But a astone of stumbling and a

rock of offense
To both the houses of Israel,
As a trap and a snare to the

inhabitants of Jerusalem.
15 And many among them shall

stumble;
They shall fall and be broken,
Be snared and taken.”

16 Bind up the testimony,
Seal the law among my

disciples.
17 And I will wait on the LORD,

Who hides His face from the
house of Jacob;

And I will hope in Him.
18 Here am I and the children

whom the LORD has given
me!

We are for signs and wonders
in Israel

From the LORD of hosts,
Who dwells in Mount Zion.

19And when they say to you,
“Seek those who are mediums and
wizards, who whisper and mutter,”
should not a people seek their God?
Should they seek the dead on behalf
of the living?

20To the law and to the testimo-
ny! If they do not speak according to
this word, it is because there is no
light in them.

21They will pass through it hard
pressed and hungry; and it shall hap-
pen, when they are hungry, that they
will be enraged and curse their king
and their God, and look upward.

22Then they will look to the
earth, and see trouble and darkness,
gloom of anguish; and they will be
driven into darkness.

Christ’s birth and glorious reign

9NEVERTHELESS the gloom will
not be upon her who is
distressed,

9:6

b Luke 2:7; John
3:16; 1 John 4:9

c Christ (first ad-
vent): v. 6; Is.
28:16. (Gen.
3:15; Acts 1:11,
note)

8:14

a Christ (Stone):
vv. 14-15; Is.
28:16. (Gen.
49:24; 1 Pet.
2:8, note)

ISAIAH 8:14—9:7 923
As when at first He lightly

esteemed
The land of Zebulun and the

land of Naphtali,
And afterward more heavily

oppressed her,
By the way of the sea, beyond

the Jordan,
In Galilee of the Gentiles.

2 The people who walked in
darkness

Have seen a great light;
Those who dwelt in the land of

the shadow of death,
Upon them a light has 

shined.
3 You have multiplied the 

nation
And increased its joy;*
They rejoice before You
According to the joy of 

harvest,
As men rejoice when they

divide the spoil.
4 For You have broken the yoke

of his burden
And the staff of his shoulder,
The rod of his oppressor,
As in the day of Midian.

5 For every warrior’s sandal from
the noisy battle,

And garments rolled in 
blood,

Will be used for burning and
fuel of fire.

6 For unto us a bChild is cborn,
Unto us a Son is given;
And the government will be

upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty

God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of

Peace.
7 Of the increase of His

government and peace
*9:3 Following Qere and Targum; Kethib and
Vulgate read not increased joy; Septuagint reads
Most of the people You brought down in Your joy.

8:17 Him. Cited in Heb. 2:13 from Septuagint Version.
8:18 signs and wonders. The primary application here

is to the two sons of Isaiah, Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz (8:1)
= “Speed the Spoil, Hasten the Booty,” a sign of the com-
ing judgment of the captivity of Judah; Shear-Jashub (7:3)
= “A Remnant Shall Return,” a sign of the return of a rem-
nant of Judah at the end of the seventy years of captivity
(Jer. 25:11–12; Dan. 9:2). The larger and final reference is

to our Lord (Heb. 2:13–14).
9:1 at first. Or in former times. afterward. Or in the

latter time He will make it glorious by the way of the sea.
9:2 Isaiah points out that the very region where Assyrian

armies brought darkness and death would be the first to re-
joice in the light brought by the preaching of Christ (Matt.
4:15–16).



16 For the gleaders of this people
cause them to err,

And those who are led by them
are destroyed.

17 Therefore the Lord will have no
joy in their young men,

Nor have mercy on their
fatherless and widows;

For everyone is a hypocrite and
an evildoer,

And every mouth speaks folly.

For all this His anger is not
turned away,

But His hand is stretched out
still.

18 For wickedness hburns as the
fire;

It shall devour the briers and
thorns,

And kindle in the thickets of
the forest;

They shall mount up like rising
smoke.

19 Through the wrath of the LORD
of hosts

The land is burned up,
And the people shall be as fuel

for the fire;
iNo man shall spare his brother.

20 And he shall snatch on the
right hand

And be hungry;
He shall devour on the left hand
And not be satisfied;
Every man shall eat the flesh of

his own arm.
21 Manasseh shall devour Ephraim,

and Ephraim Manasseh,
Together they shall be jagainst

Judah.

For all this His anger is not
turned away,

But His hand is stretched out
still.

10“WOE to those who decree
unrighteous decrees,

Who write misfortune,
Which they have prescribed

2 To rob the needy of justice,

There will be ano end,
Upon the bthrone of David and

over His ckingdom,
dTo order it and establish it with

judgment and justice
From that time forward, even

forever.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts

will perform this.

God’s continuing judgment on the
northern kingdom of Israel (to 10:4)
8 The Lord sent a word against

eJacob,
And it has fallen on Israel.

9 All the people will know—
Ephraim and the inhabitant of

Samaria—
Who say in pride and arrogance

of heart:
10“The bricks have fallen down,

But we will rebuild with hewn
stones;

The sycamores are cut down,
But we will replace them with

cedars.”
11 Therefore the LORD shall set up

The adversaries of Rezin
against him,

And spur his enemies on,
12 The Syrians before and the

Philistines behind;
And they shall devour Israel

with an open mouth.

For all this His anger is not
turned away,

But His hand is stretched out
still.

13 For the people do not turn to
Him who strikes them,

Nor do they seek the LORD of
hosts.

14 Therefore the LORD will cut off
head and tail from Israel,

Palm branch and bulrush fin
one day.

15 The elder and honorable, he is
the head;

The prophet who teaches lies,
he is the tail.

9:16

g Mic. 3:1,5,9

9:18

h Is. 10:17; Mal.
4:1

9:19

i Mic. 7:2,6

9:21

j 2 Chr. 28:6,8

9:7

a Dan. 2:44; Luke
1:32-33

b Israel (prophe-
cies): vv. 6-7; Is.
11:1. (Gen.
12:2; Rom.
11:26, note)

c Kingdom (OT):
vv. 6-7; Is. 11:1.
(Gen. 1:26;
Zech. 12:8,
note)

d Christ (second
advent): vv. 6-7;
Is. 11:11. (Deut.
30:3; Acts 1:11,
note)

9:8

e Gen. 32:28

9:14

f Cp. Rev. 18:8

924 ISAIAH 9:8—10:2

9:7 throne of David. “The throne of David” is an ex-
pression as definite, historically, as “the throne of the Cae-
sars,” and does not admit of spiritualizing (Luke 1:32–33).
See Kingdom (OT), Zech. 12:8, note; Davidic Covenant,
2 Sam. 7:16, note; Acts 15:14–16.

9:12 For all this. Compare the closing words of vv.

17,21 with Is. 5:25; 10:4. The context makes it clear that,
because no repentance was forthcoming from the northern
kingdom of Israel, the LORD’s hand of judgment will con-
tinue to be outstretched unrelentingly and will result in
their captivity.

9:16 destroyed. Literally swallowed up.



And to take what is right from
the poor of My people,

That widows may be their prey,
And that they may rob the

fatherless.
3 What will you do in the aday of

punishment,
And in the desolation which

will come from bafar?
To whom will you flee for

chelp?
And where will you leave your

glory?
4 Without Me they shall bow

down among the
dprisoners,

And they shall fall among the
slain.”

eFor all this His anger is not
turned away,

But His hand is stretched out
still.

Predicted judgment on Assyria
5“Woe to Assyria, the rod of My

anger
And the staff in whose hand is

My indignation.
6 I will send him against an

fungodly nation,
And against the people of My

wrath
I will ggive him charge,
To seize the spoil, to take the

prey,
And to tread them down like

the mire of the streets.
7 hYet he does not mean so,

Nor does his heart think so;
But it is in his heart to destroy,
And cut off not a few nations.

8 iFor he says,
‘Are not my princes altogether

kings?
9 Is not Calno like Carchemish?

Is not Hamath like Arpad?
Is not Samaria like Damascus?

10 As my hand has found the
kingdoms of the idols,

Whose carved images excelled
those of Jerusalem and
Samaria,

10:12

j 2 Kin. 19:31

k Jer. 50:18; cp.
2 Kin. 19:35-37;
Is. 14:25

10:13

l Cp. Is. 37:24;
Ezek. 28:4; Dan.
4:30

10:3

a Hos. 9:7; cp.
Luke 19:41-44

b Is. 5:26

c Cp. Is. 30:1-5;
31:3

10:4

d Is. 24:22

e Is. 5:25;
9:12,17,21

10:6

f Is. 9:17

g Jer. 34:22

10:7

h Cp. Gen. 50:20;
Mic. 4:12; Acts
2:23-24; 1 Cor.
2:8

10:8

i vv. 9-11; cp.
2 Kin. 18:19-25;
19:10-13

ISAIAH 10:3–16 925
11 As I have done to Samaria and

her idols,
Shall I not do also to Jerusalem

and her idols?’ ”
12Therefore it shall come to pass,

when the Lord has performed all
His work jon Mount Zion and on
Jerusalem, that He will say, k“I will
punish the fruit of the arrogant
heart of the king of Assyria, and the
glory of his haughty looks.”

13 lFor he says:

“By the strength of my hand I
have done it,

And by my wisdom, for I am
prudent;

Also I have removed the
boundaries of the people,

And have robbed their
treasuries;

So I have put down the
inhabitants like a valiant
man.

14 My hand has found like a nest
the riches of the people,

And as one gathers eggs that
are left,

I have gathered all the earth;
And there was no one who

moved his wing,
Nor opened his mouth with

even a peep.”
15 Shall the ax boast itself against

him who chops with it?
Or shall the saw exalt itself

against him who saws with
it?

As if a rod could wield itself
against those who lift it up,

Or as if a staff could lift up, as if
it were not wood!

16 Therefore the Lord, the Lord*

of hosts,
Will send leanness among his

fat ones;
And under his glory
He will kindle a burning
Like the burning of a fire.

*10:16 Following Bomberg; Masoretic Text and
Dead Sea Scrolls read YHWH (the LORD)

10:5 Assyria. Hebrew Asshur.
10:9 Calno. Or Calneh, Amos 6:2.
10:12 when the Lord has performed. A permanent

method in the divine government of the earth is illustrated
here. Israel is always the center of the divine counsels

earthward (Deut. 32:8). The nations are permitted to afflict
Israel in chastisement for her national sins, but invariably
and inevitably retribution falls upon them. Compare Gen.
15:13–14; Deut. 30:5–7; Is. 14:1–2; Joel 3:1–8; Mic. 5:7–9;
Matt. 25:31–40.



His rod was on the gsea, so will He
lift it up in the manner of Egypt.
27 It shall come to pass in that

hday
That his burden will be taken

away from your shoulder,
And his yoke from your neck,
And the yoke will be destroyed

because of the ianointing
oil.

The Assyrians’ advance and defeat
(37:7,35–36)

28 jHe has come to Aiath,
He has passed Migron;
At Michmash he has attended

to his equipment.
29 They have gone along the

ridge,
They have taken up lodging at

Geba.
Ramah is afraid,
Gibeah of Saul has fled.

30 Lift up your voice,
O daughter of Gallim!
Cause it to be heard as far as

Laish—
O poor Anathoth!*

31 Madmenah has fled,
The inhabitants of Gebim seek

refuge.
32 As yet he will remain at Nob

that day;
He will shake his fist at the

mount of the daughter of
Zion,

The hill of Jerusalem.
33 Behold, the Lord,

The LORD of hosts,
Will lop off the bough with

terror;
Those of high stature will be

hewn down,
And the haughty will be

humbled.
34 He will cut down the thickets

of the forest with iron,
And Lebanon will fall by the

Mighty One.

17 So the Light of Israel will be for
a fire,

And his Holy One for a flame;
It will burn and devour
His thorns and his briers in one

day.
18 And it will consume the glory

of his forest and of his
fruitful field,

Both soul and body;
And they will be as when a sick

man wastes away.
19 Then the rest of the trees of his

forest
Will be so few in number
That a child may write them.

A remnant will return
20 And it shall come to pass in

that aday
That the bremnant of Israel,
And such as have escaped of

the house of Jacob,
Will never again depend on

chim who defeated them,
But will depend on the LORD,

the Holy One of Israel, in
truth.

21 The remnant will return, the
remnant of Jacob,

To the dMighty God.
22 For ethough your people,

O Israel, be as the sand of
the sea,

A remnant of them will return;
The destruction decreed shall

overflow with
righteousness.

23 For the Lord GOD of hosts
Will make a determined end
In the midst of all the land.

24Therefore thus says the Lord
GOD of hosts: “O My people, who
dwell in Zion, do not be fafraid of
the Assyrian. He shall strike you
with a rod and lift up his staff
against you, in the manner of Egypt.

25“For yet a very little while and
the indignation will cease, as will
My anger in their destruction.”

26And the LORD of hosts will stir
up a scourge for him like the slaugh-
ter of Midian at the rock of Oreb; as

10:26

g Ex. 14:27

10:27

h Armageddon
(battle of): vv.
24-34; Is. 24:21.
(Is. 10:27; Rev.
19:17, note)

i Ps. 45:7; 89:20-
22

10:28

j vv. 28-32; cp.
Mic. 1:10-16

10:20

a Day (of the
LORD): vv. 20-
23; Is. 13:6. (Ps.
2:9; Rev. 19:19,
note)

b Remnant: vv.
20-22; Is. 11:11.
(Is. 1:9; Rom.
11:5, note)

c 2 Kin. 16:7

10:21

d Is. 9:6

10:22

e vv. 22-23; Rom.
9:27-28

10:24

f Is. 7:4; 8:12;
12:2

926 ISAIAH 10:17–34

*10:30 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and
Vulgate; Septuagint and Syriac read Listen to her,
O Anathoth.

10:20 That day is often the equivalent of “the day of the
LORD” (Is. 2:10–22; Rev. 19:11–21). The prophecy here
passes from the general to the particular, from historic and
fulfilled judgments upon Assyria to the final destruction of

all Gentile world power at the return of the Lord in glory.
See Armageddon, Rev. 16:13–16; 19:17–21; Times of the
Gentiles, Luke 21:24 and Rev. 16:19, notes; The Tribula-
tion, Ps. 2:5; Rev. 7:14, note.



Davidic kingdom to be restored by
Christ: its character and extent

11THERE shall come forth a
aRod from the stem of
bJesse,

And a cBranch shall grow out of
his roots.

2 The dSpirit of the LORD shall
rest upon Him,

The eSpirit of wisdom and
understanding,

The Spirit of counsel and might,
The Spirit of knowledge and of

the fear of the LORD.
3 His delight is in the fear of the

LORD,
And He shall not judge by the

sight of His eyes,
Nor decide by the hearing of

His ears;
4 But with righteousness He shall

judge the poor,
And decide with equity for the

meek of the earth;
He shall strike the earth with

the rod of His mouth,
And with the breath of His lips

He shall slay the wicked.
5 Righteousness shall be the fbelt

of His loins,
And faithfulness the belt of His

waist.
6“The wolf also shall dwell with

the lamb,
The leopard shall lie down with

the young goat,
The calf and the young lion and

the fatling together;
And a little child shall lead

them.
7 The cow and the bear shall

graze;
Their young ones shall lie

down together;
And the lion shall eat straw like

the ox.
8 The nursing child shall play by

the cobra’s hole,
And the weaned child shall put

his hand in the viper’s den.

11:9

g See Hab. 2:14,
note

11:10

h Rom. 15:12

i Is. 27:12-13

j Is. 2:2

11:11

k Christ (second
advent): vv. 10-
12; Jer. 23:6.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

l Remnant: vv.
11-13,16; Is.
24:13. (Is. 1:9;
Rom. 11:5,
note)

11:1

a Kingdom (OT):
vv. 1-12; 12:1-
6; Is. 14:1.
(Gen. 1:26;
Zech. 12:8,
note)

b Israel (prophe-
cies): vv. 1-13;
Is. 60:1. (Gen.
12:2; Rom.
11:26, note)

c See Is. 4:2, note

11:2

d Holy Spirit (OT):
v. 2; Is. 30:1.
(Gen. 1:2; Zech.
12:10, note)

e Rev. 1:4; 4:5;
5:6; cp. 1 Cor.
12:4-11

11:5

f Righteousness
(garment): v. 5;
Is. 59:17. (Gen.
3:21; Rev. 19:8,
note)
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9 They shall not hurt nor destroy

in all My holy mountain,
gFor the earth shall be full of the

knowledge of the LORD
As the waters cover the sea.

10“And in that day there shall be a
hRoot of Jesse,

Who shall stand as ia banner to
the people;

For the jGentiles shall seek Him,
And His resting place shall be

glorious.”

How Christ will set up the kingdom
11 It shall come to pass in that day

That the Lord shall set His hand
again the second time

To krecover the lremnant of His
people who are left,

From Assyria and Egypt,
From Pathros and Cush,
From Elam and Shinar,
From Hamath and the islands of

the sea.

11:1 This chapter is a prophetic picture of the glory of
the future kingdom, which will be set up when David’s
Son returns in glory (Luke 1:31–32; Acts 15:15–16).

11:2,3 fear. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expression
meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.

11:2 THE SPIRIT OF GOD

Many people in the Bible were filled with the Spirit to
do great things.

Joseph Genesis 41:38–39
Bezalel (craftsman) Exodus 35:31
Elad and Medad (prophesy) Numbers 11:26–30
Balaam Numbers 24:2
Othniel Judges 3:10
Gideon Judges 6:34
Jephthah Judges 11:29
Samson Judges 13:25; 14:6,19; 

15:14
Saul 1 Samuel 10:5–6,10; 11:6
David 1 Samuel 16:13
Saul’s messengers 1 Samuel 19:20
Elisha 2 Kings 3:15
Amasai (chief captain) 1 Chronicles 12:18
Azariah (prophet) 2 Chronicles 15:1
Jahaziel 2 Chronicles 20:14
Zechariah 2 Chronicles 24:20
Christ Isaiah 11:2
Ezekiel Ezekiel 2:2
Daniel Daniel 4:8
Mary Luke 1:35
Elizabeth Luke 1:41
Zacharias Luke 1:67
New Christians Acts 2:4; 10:44
Stephen Acts 7:55
Philip Acts 8:39
Peter Acts 10:19
Ephesian Christians Acts 19:6



2 Behold, God is my salvation,
I will trust and not be afraid;

‘For YAH, the LORD, is my
strength and song;

He also has become my
salvation.’ ”*

3 Therefore with joy you will
draw cwater

From the wells of salvation.
4And in that day you will say:

“Praise the LORD, call upon His
name;

Declare His deeds among the
peoples,

Make mention that His name is
exalted.

5 Sing to the LORD,
For He has done excellent

things;
This is known in all the earth.

6 Cry out and shout, O inhabitant
of Zion,

For great is the Holy One of
Israel in your dmidst!”

II. Prophecies concerning
the Nations, 13—27

The LORD summons an attacking army

13THE eburden against Bab-
ylon which Isaiah the son of

Amoz saw.
2“Lift up a banner on the high

mountain,
Raise your voice to them;
Wave your hand, that they may

enter the gates of the
nobles.

3 I have commanded My
sanctified ones;

I have also called My mighty
ones for My anger—

Those who rejoice in My
exaltation.”

12 He will set up a banner for the
nations,

And will assemble the outcasts
of Israel,

And gather together the
dispersed of Judah

From the four corners of the
earth.

13 Also the envy of Ephraim shall
depart,

And the adversaries of Judah
shall be cut off;

Ephraim shall not envy Judah,
And Judah shall not harass

Ephraim.
14 But they shall fly down upon

the shoulder of the
Philistines toward the west;

Together they shall plunder the
people of the East;

They shall lay their hand on
Edom and Moab;

And the people of Ammon shall
obey them.

15 The LORD awill utterly destroy*

the tongue of the Sea of
Egypt;

With His mighty wind He will
shake His fist over the
River,

And strike it in the seven
streams,

And make men cross over dry-
shod.

16 There will be a bhighway for
the remnant of His people

Who will be left from Assyria,
As it was for Israel
In the day that he came up

from the land of Egypt.

Thanksgiving in the kingdom

12AND in that day you will say:

“O LORD, I will praise You;
Though You were angry with

me,
Your anger is turned away, and

You comfort me.

12:3

c John 4:10,14;
7:37-38

12:6

d Zeph. 3:14-15

13:1

e vv. 1-22; 14:18-
23; 47:1-15; Jer.
25:12; 50:1-
51:64

11:15

a Is. 50:2; 51:10-
11; Zech.
10:10-11

11:16

b Is. 19:23

928 ISAIAH 11:12—13:3

*11:15 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate;
Septuagint, Syriac, and Targum read dry up.
*12:2 Exodus 15:2

11:15 River. That is, the Euphrates.
12:2 trust. Trust is the characteristic OT word for the

NT “faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the OT,
and is the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to take
refuge (Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps. 22:8).

13:1 Burden, which also means “oracle,” is a word
sometimes used in the prophetical writings to indicate a di-
vine message of judgment. Babylon. This prophecy con-

cerning Babylon (chs. 13—14) announces the doom of the
nation and city at the hands of the Medes (13:17–22), but
applies the word “Babylon” to the totality of Gentile world
power beginning with Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 2:31–32,
37–38) and culminating in the fourth world empire (Dan.
2:34–35,40–45) at the return of Jesus Christ to the earth as
the Striking Stone. See Times of the Gentiles, Luke 21:24
and Rev. 16:19, notes.



4 The anoise of a multitude in the
mountains,

Like that of many people!
A tumultuous noise of the

kingdoms of nations
gathered together!

The LORD of hosts musters
The army for battle.

5 They come from a far country,
From the end of heaven—
The bLORD and His weapons of

indignation,
To destroy the whole cland.

The day of the LORD’s judgment
on Babylon, picturing God’s

future judgment on Gentile nations
6 Wail, for the dday of the LORD is

at hand!
It will come as destruction from

the Almighty.
7 Therefore all hands will be limp,

Every man’s heart will emelt,
8 And they will be afraid.

Pangs and sorrows will take
hold of them;

They will be in pain as a
woman in childbirth;

They will be amazed at one
another;

Their faces will be like flames.
9 Behold, the fday of the LORD

comes,
Cruel, with both wrath and

fierce anger,
To lay the land desolate;
And He will destroy its sinners

from it.
10 For the stars of heaven and

their constellations
Will not give their light;
The gsun will be darkened in

its going forth,
And the moon will not cause its

light to shine.
11“I will hpunish the world for its

evil,
And the wicked for their

iniquity;

13:13

i Is. 34:4; 51:6;
Hag. 2:6

13:14

j Jer. 50:16; 51:9

13:16

k Ps. 137:9; Nah.
3:10

l Zech. 14:2

13:17

m Is. 21:2; Jer.
51:11,28; Dan.
5:28,31

13:19

n See Is. 13:1,
note

o Is. 47:5; Dan.
4:30; cp. Rev.
18:11-16,19

13:4

a Is. 17:12

13:5

b Is. 42:13

c Is. 24:1; 34:2

13:6

d Day (of the
LORD): vv. 6-16;
Is. 14:3. (Ps. 2:9;
Rev. 19:19,
note)

13:7

e Cp. Is. 19:1

13:9

f Mal. 4:1

13:10

g Is. 24:21-23;
Ezek. 32:7; Joel
2:31; 3:15;
Matt. 24:29;
Mark 13:24;
Luke 21:25

13:11

h Is. 26:21

ISAIAH 13:4–19 929
I will halt the arrogance of the

proud,
And will lay low the

haughtiness of the terrible.
12 I will make a mortal more rare

than fine gold,
A man more than the golden

wedge of Ophir.
13 iTherefore I will shake the

heavens,
And the earth will move out of

her place,
In the wrath of the LORD of hosts
And in the day of His fierce

anger.
14 It shall be as the hunted gazelle,

And as a sheep that no man
takes up;

jEvery man will turn to his own
people,

And everyone will flee to his
own land.

15 Everyone who is found will be
thrust through,

And everyone who is captured
will fall by the sword.

16 Their kchildren also will be
dashed to pieces before
their eyes;

Their houses will be plundered
And their wives lravished.

The Medes to defeat Babylon
17“Behold, I will stir up the

mMedes against them,
Who will not regard silver;
And as for gold, they will not

delight in it.
18 Also their bows will dash the

young men to pieces,
And they will have no pity on

the fruit of the womb;
Their eye will not spare

children.
19 And nBabylon, the glory of

kingdoms,
The obeauty of the Chaldeans’

pride,
Will be as when God overthrew

Sodom and Gomorrah.

13:19 Verses 12–16 look forward to the apocalyptic
judgments (Rev. 6—13). Verses 17–22 have a near and a
far view. They predict the destruction of the literal Babylon
then existing. The verses also look forward to the destruc-
tion of both political Babylon and ecclesiastical Babylon in
the time of the beast. See Rev. 18:2, note.

Chaldeans: The people of the region of Chaldea,
located near the Persian Gulf.

Sodom and Gomorrah: burning. Cities located in the
Valley of Siddim known for their extreme wickedness
and destroyed by God with fire and brimstone. Only
Lot and his family survived the destruction.



6 He who struck the people in
wrath with a continual
stroke,

He who ruled the nations in
anger,

Is persecuted and no one
hinders.

7 The whole earth is at rest and
quiet;

They break forth into singing.
8 Indeed the cypress trees

lrejoice over you,
And the cedars of Lebanon,
Saying, ‘Since you were cut

down,
No woodsman has come up

against us.’

Israel taunts Babylon’s fallen king
9“Hell from beneath is excited

about you,
To meet you at your coming;
It stirs up the dead for you,
All the chief ones of the earth;
It has raised up from their

thrones
All the kings of the nations.

10 They all shall mspeak and say to
you:

‘Have you also become as weak
as we?

Have you become like us?
11 Your pomp is brought down to

nSheol,
And the sound of your stringed

instruments;
The maggot is spread under you,
And worms cover you.’

The overthrow of Lucifer
because of pride and rebellion

12“How you are fallen from heaven,
O oLucifer, pson of the morning!
How you are cut down to the

ground,
You who weakened the nations!

13 For you have said in your heart:

20 It will anever be inhabited,
Nor will it be settled from

generation to generation;
Nor will the Arabian pitch tents

there,
Nor will the shepherds make

their sheepfolds there.
21 But wild beasts of the desert

will lie there,
And their houses will be full of

owls;
Ostriches will dwell there,
And wild goats will caper there.

22 The hyenas will howl in their
citadels,

And jackals in their pleasant
palaces.

Her btime is near to come,
And her days will not be

prolonged.”

Israel’s joy at Babylon’s defeat

14FOR the LORD will chave
mercy on Jacob, and will

dstill choose Israel, and settle them
in their own efland. The gstrangers
will be joined with them, and they
will cling to the house of Jacob.

2Then people will take them and
bring them to their hplace, and the
house of Israel will possess them for
servants and maids in the land of
the LORD; they will take them cap-
tive whose captives they were, and
irule over their oppressors.

3It shall come to pass in the jday
the LORD gives you rest from your
sorrow, and from your fear and the
hard bondage in which you were
made to serve,

4that you will ktake up this prov-
erb against the king of Babylon, and
say:

“How the oppressor has ceased,
The golden* city ceased!

5 The LORD has broken the staff
of the wicked,

The scepter of the rulers;

14:8

l Is. 55:12

14:10

m Ezek. 32:21

14:11

n See Hab. 2:5,
note; cp. Luke
16:23, note

14:12

o Luke 10:18;
Rev. 12:7-9

p Satan: vv. 12-
14; Ezek. 28:12.
(Gen. 3:1; Rev.
20:10, note)

13:20

a Jer. 50:3,39;
51:29,62

13:22

b Jer. 51:33

14:1

c Is. 49:13,15;
54:7-8

d Zech. 1:17; 2:12

e Kingdom (OT):
vv. 1-2; Is.
24:23. (Gen.
1:26; Zech.
12:8, note).

f See 1 Cor.
15:24, note

g Is. 45:14

14:2

h Is. 49:22

i Is. 49:23; 54:3;
60:10; 61:5

14:3

j Day (of the
LORD): vv. 1-8;
Is. 24:1. (Ps. 2:9;
Rev. 19:19,
note)

14:4

k Is. 13:19; cp.
Hab. 2:6

930 ISAIAH 13:20—14:13

*14:4 Or insolent

Jacob: supplanter. The younger son of Isaac and Re-
bekah who tricked his brother Esau into selling him
his birthright. He deceived his father in order to re-
ceive the family blessing. Married Leah and Rachel.
Had twelve sons by his wives and concubines. Also
referred to as Israel.

13:22 hyenas. Literally howling creatures.
14:12 Verses 12–14 evidently refer to Satan who, as

prince of this world system (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; see
Rev. 13:8, note), is the real though unseen ruler of the suc-
cessive world powers, Tyre, Babylon, Medo-Persia,
Greece, Rome, etc. (compare Ezek. 28:12–14). Lucifer,
“Day Star,” can be none other than Satan. This significant
passage points back to the beginning of sin in the universe.
When Satan said, “I will,” sin began. See Rev. 20:10, note.
For other instances of addressing Satan through another,
compare Gen. 3:15; Matt. 16:22–23.



‘ I will ascend into aheaven,
I will exalt my throne above

the stars of God;
I will also sit on the bmount of

the congregation
On the farthest csides of the

north;
14 I will ascend above the heights

of the clouds,
I will be like the Most High.’

15 Yet you shall be dbrought down
to Sheol,

To the lowest depths of the ePit.
16“Those who see you will gaze at

you,
And consider you, saying:

‘ Is this the man who made the
earth tremble,

Who shook kingdoms,
17 Who made the world as a

wilderness
And destroyed its cities,
Who did not open the house of

his prisoners?’

Destruction of Babylon
18“All the kings of the nations,

All of them, sleep in glory,
Everyone in his own house;

19 But you are cast out of your
grave

Like an abominable branch,
Like the garment of those who

are slain,
Thrust through with a sword,
Who go down to the stones of

the pit,
Like a corpse trodden underfoot.

20 You will not be joined with
them in burial,

Because you have destroyed
your land

And slain your people.
The brood of evildoers shall

fnever be named.
21 Prepare slaughter for his

children
Because of the iniquity of their

fathers,
Lest they rise up and possess

the land,
And fill the face of the world

with cities.”
22“For I will rise up against them,”

says the LORD of hosts,
“And gcut off from hBabylon the

name and remnant,

14:23

i Is. 34:11; Zeph.
2:14

14:24

j Is. 43:13

14:25

k vv. 24-27; Is.
10:5-27; Mic.
5:5-6; Zeph.
2:13

14:26

l Is. 23:9

14:28

m See Is. 13:1,
note

14:29

n vv. 29-31; Jer.
47:1-4; Ezek.
25:15-17; Zeph.
2:5; Zech. 9:6

14:13

a Ezek. 28:2

b Ezek. 28:14

c Ps. 48:2

14:15

d Cp. Matt. 11:23

e Ezek. 28:8

14:20

f Ps. 109:13

14:22

g Prov. 10:7; Is.
26:14

h See Is. 13:1,
note

ISAIAH 14:14–30 931
And offspring and posterity,”

says the LORD.
23“I will also make it a possession

for the iporcupine,
And marshes of muddy water;
I will sweep it with the broom

of destruction,” says the
LORD of hosts.

Judgment on Assyria
24 The LORD of hosts has sworn,

saying,
“Surely, as I have thought, so it

shall come to pass,
And as I have purposed, so it

shall jstand:
25 That I will break the kAssyrian

in My land,
And on My mountains tread

him underfoot.
Then his yoke shall be removed

from them,
And his burden removed from

their shoulders.
26 This is the lpurpose that is

purposed against the whole
earth,

And this is the hand that is
stretched out over all the
nations.

27 For the LORD of hosts has
purposed,

And who will annul it?
His hand is stretched out,
And who will turn it back?”

Judgment on Philistia
28This is the mburden which came

in the year that King Ahaz died.
29“Do not rejoice, all you of

nPhilistia,
Because the rod that struck you

is broken;
For out of the serpent’s roots

will come forth a viper,
And its offspring will be a fiery

flying serpent.
30 The firstborn of the poor will

feed,

Lebanon: the area along the Mediterranean Sea
known for its mountains and forests of cedar trees.

Ahaz: possessor. Son of Jothan. The eleventh king of
Judah who worshipped idols and sacrificed his son to
one of them.



For by the Ascent of Luhith
They will go up with weeping;
For in the way of Horonaim
They will raise up a cry of

destruction,
6 For the waters of Nimrim will

be desolate,
For the green grass has

withered away;
The grass fails, there is nothing

green.
7 Therefore the abundance they

have gained,
And what they have laid up,
They will carry away to the

Brook of the Willows.
8 For the cry has gone all around

the borders of Moab,
Its wailing to Eglaim
And its wailing to Beer Elim.

9 For the waters of Dimon* will
be full of blood;

Because I will bring more upon
Dimon,*

Lions upon him who escapes
from Moab,

And on the remnant of the
land.”

Moab refuses sanctuary to Israel’s
fugitives; her judgment soon to come

16SEND the lamb to the ruler
of the land,

From Sela to the wilderness,
To the mount of the daughter of

Zion.
2 For it shall be as a iwandering

bird thrown out of the nest;
So shall be the daughters of

Moab at the fords of the
jArnon.

3“Take counsel, execute judgment;
Make your shadow like the night

in the middle of the day;
Hide the outcasts,

And the needy will lie down in
safety;

I will kill your roots with
famine,

And it will slay your remnant.
31 Wail, O gate! Cry, O city!

All you of aPhilistia are
dissolved;

For smoke will come from the
north,

And no one will be alone in his
appointed times.”

32 What will they answer the
messengers of the nation?

That the LORD has founded Zion,
And the poor of His people

shall take refuge in it.

Judgment on Moab

15THE bburden against Moab.

Because in the night cAr of
dMoab is laid waste

And destroyed,
Because in the night Kir of

Moab is laid waste
And destroyed,

2 He has gone up to the temple*

and Dibon,
To the ehigh places to weep.
Moab will wail over Nebo and

over Medeba;
On all their heads will be

baldness,
And every beard cut off.

3 In their streets they will clothe
themselves with sackcloth;

On the tops of their houses
And in their streets
Everyone will wail, fweeping

bitterly.
4 Heshbon and Elealeh will cry

out,
Their voice shall be heard as far

as gJahaz;
Therefore the armed soldiers*

of Moab will cry out;
His life will be burdensome to

him.
5“Myh heart will cry out for Moab;

His fugitives shall flee to Zoar,
Like a three-year-old heifer.*

16:2

i Prov. 27:8

j Num. 21:13

14:31

a vv. 29-31; Jer.
47:1-4; Ezek.
25:15-17; Zeph.
2:5; Zech. 9:6

15:1

b See Is. 13:1,
note

c Deut. 2:9

d Is. 15:1-16:14;
25:10; Jer.
25:21; 48:1-47;
Amos 2:1-3;
Zeph. 2:8-11

15:2

e See Judg. 3:7
and 1 Kin. 3:2,
notes

15:3

f Jer. 48:38

15:4

g Jer. 48:34

15:5

h Is. 16:11; Jer.
48:31

932 ISAIAH 14:31—16:3

*15:2 Hebrew bayith (house) *15:4 Following
Masoretic Text, Targum, and Vulgate; Septuagint
and Syriac read loins. *15:5 Or The Third
Eglath, an unknown city (compare Jeremiah 48:34)
*15:9 Following Masoretic Text and Targum; Dead
Sea Scrolls and Vulgate read Dibon; Septuagint reads
Rimon. * Following Masoretic Text and Targum;
Dead Sea Scrolls and Vulgate read Dibon; Septuagint
reads Rimon.

14:32 take refuge. The Hebrew for “take refuge” can
also be rendered “trust.” Trust is the characteristic OT word
for the NT “faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the
OT, and is the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to take

refuge (Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps. 22:8).
15:1 Moab. See Map 4 at the back of the Bible.
15:6 Nimrim. Or Nimrah, Num. 32:3.
16:1 Sela. Or Petra. Literally a rock. 2 Kin. 14:7; Is. 42:11.



Do not betray him who escapes.
4 Let My outcasts dwell with

you, O Moab;
Be a shelter to them from the

face of the spoiler.
For the extortioner is at an end,
Devastation ceases,
The oppressors are consumed

out of the land.
5 In mercy the athrone will be

established;
And One will sit on it in truth,

in the btabernacle of David,
Judging and seeking justice and

hastening crighteousness.”
6 We have heard of the pride of

Moab—
He is very proud—
Of his haughtiness and his

pride and his wrath;
But his lies shall not be so.

7 Therefore Moab shall wail for
Moab;

Everyone shall wail.
For the foundations of Kir

Hareseth you shall mourn;
Surely they are stricken.

8 For the fields of Heshbon
languish,

And the vine of Sibmah;
The lords of the nations have

broken down its choice
plants,

Which have reached to Jazer
And wandered through the

wilderness.
Her branches are stretched out,
They are gone over the dsea.

9 Therefore I will bewail the vine
of Sibmah,

With the weeping of Jazer;
I will drench you with my

tears,
O Heshbon and Elealeh;
For battle cries have fallen
Over your summer fruits and

your harvest.
10 eGladness is taken away,

And joy from the plentiful field;
In the vineyards there will be

no singing,
Nor will there be shouting;

16:11

f Is. 15:5; 63:15;
Jer. 48:36

16:12

g Cp. 1 Kin. 18:29

h Is. 15:2. See
Judg. 3:7 and
1 Kin. 3:2, notes

17:1

i vv. 1-3; Jer.
49:23-27; Amos
1:3-5; Zech. 9:1

17:2

j Num. 32:34

k Jer. 7:33

17:3

l Cp. 1 Sam.
4:21; Hos. 9:11

16:5

a Dan. 7:14; Luke
1:33; Rev. 11:15

b See Acts 15:13-
17, notes

c Is. 9:7; 11:4;
32:1

16:8

d Jer. 48:32

16:10

e Is. 24:8; Jer.
48:33
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No treaders will tread out wine

in the presses;
I have made their shouting

cease.
11 Therefore my fheart shall

resound like a harp for
Moab,

And my inner being for Kir
Heres.

12 And it shall come to pass,
When it is seen that Moab is

gweary on the hhigh place,
That he will come to his

sanctuary to pray;
But he will not prevail.

13This is the word which the
LORD has spoken concerning Moab
since that time.

14But now the LORD has spoken,
saying, “Within three years, as the
years of a hired man, the glory of
Moab will be despised with all that
great multitude, and the remnant
will be very small and feeble.”

Damascus (Syria) and her ally
(10 tribes) will fall

17THE burden against Damas-
cus.

“Behold, iDamascus will cease
from being a city,

And it will be a ruinous heap.
2 The cities of jAroer are

forsaken;*
They will be for flocks
Which lie down, and kno one

will make them afraid.
3 The fortress also will cease

from Ephraim,
The kingdom from Damascus,
And the remnant of Syria;
They will be as the lglory of the

children of Israel,”
Says the LORD of hosts.

4“In that day it shall come to pass
That the glory of Jacob will

wane,
*17:2 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate;
Septuagint reads It shall be forsaken forever; Targum
reads Its cities shall be forsaken and desolate.

17:1 There was a near fulfillment in Sennacherib’s ap-
proaching invasion, but vv. 12–14 look forward also to the
final invasion and battle. See Armageddon, Rev. 16:16 and
19:17, notes.

Damascus: a city in Syria that became a great com-
mercial city during the time of the Roman Empire.



12 Woe to the multitude of many
people

Who make a hnoise like the
roar of the seas,

And to the rushing of nations
That make a rushing like the

rushing of mighty waters!
13 The nations will irush like the

rushing of many waters;
jBut God will rebuke them and

they will flee far away,
And be kchased like the chaff of

the mountains before the
wind,

Like a rolling thing before the
whirlwind.

14 Then behold, at eventide,
trouble!

And before the morning, he is
lno more.

This is the portion of those
who plunder us,

And the lot of those who rob us.

Woe to Ethiopia

18WOE to the mland shadowed
with buzzing wings,

Which is beyond the rivers of
Ethiopia,

2 Which sends ambassadors by
sea,

Even in vessels of reed on the
waters, saying,

“Go, swift messengers, to a
nation tall and smooth of
skin,

To a people terrible from their
beginning onward,

A nation powerful and treading
down,

Whose land the rivers divide.”
3 All inhabitants of the world and

dwellers on the earth:
When he nlifts up a banner on

the mountains, you see it;
And when he blows a trumpet,

you hear it.
4 For so the LORD said to me,

And the fatness of his flesh
grow alean.

5 It shall be bas when the
harvester gathers the grain,

And reaps the heads with his
arm;

It shall be as he who gathers
heads of grain

In the Valley of Rephaim.
6 Yet cgleaning grapes will be left

in it,
Like the shaking of an olive

tree,
Two or three olives at the top

of the uppermost bough,
Four or five in its most fruitful

branches,”
Says the LORD God of Israel.

7 In that day a man will dlook to
his Maker,

And his eyes will have respect
for the Holy One of Israel.

8 He will not look to the altars,
The work of his hands;
He will not respect what his

efingers have made,
Nor the fwooden images nor

the incense altars.
9 In that day his strong cities will

be as a forsaken bough*

And an uppermost branch,*
Which they left because of the

children of Israel;
And there will be desolation.

10 Because you have gforgotten
the God of your salvation,

And have not been mindful of
the Rock of your stronghold,

Therefore you will plant
pleasant plants

And set out foreign seedlings;
11 In the day you will make your

plant to grow,
And in the morning you will

make your seed to flourish;
But the harvest will be a heap

of ruins
In the day of grief and

desperate sorrow.
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*17:9 Septuagint reads Hivites; Targum reads laid
waste; Vulgate reads as the ploughs.
* Septuagint reads Amorites; Targum reads in ruins;
Vulgate reads corn.

18:1 Ethiopia. Hebrew Cush. vv. 1-7; Ezek. 30:4-5;
Zeph. 2:12.

18:2 The reference is evidently to an embassy from
Egypt, resulting in the alliance denounced in chs. 30—31
and Jer. 37:7–11.

Valley of Rephaim: a fertile valley southwest of
Jerusalem where David defeated the Philistines.

Ethiopia: burnt face. The land along the middle Nile
River, south of Egypt; also known as Cush. Not mod-
ern-day Ethiopia.



“I will take My rest,
And I will look from My

dwelling place
Like clear heat in sunshine,
Like a cloud of dew in the heat

of harvest.”
5 For before the harvest, when

the bud is perfect
And the sour grape is ripening

in the flower,
He will both cut off the sprigs

with pruning hooks
And take away and cut down

the branches.
6 They will be left together for

the mountain birds of prey
And for the beasts of the earth;
The birds of prey will summer

on them,
And all the beasts of the earth

will winter on them.
7 In that atime a present will be

brought to the LORD of hosts
From* a people tall and smooth

of skin,
And from a people terrible from

their beginning onward,
A nation powerful and treading

down,
Whose land the rivers divide—
To the place of the name of the

LORD of hosts,
To Mount Zion.

Egypt’s decline and collapse

19THE bburden against Egypt.

Behold, the LORD rides on a
swift cloud,

And will come into cEgypt;
The didols of Egypt will totter

at His presence,
And the heart of Egypt will

emelt in its midst.
2“I will fset Egyptians against

Egyptians;
Everyone will fight against his

brother,
And everyone against his

neighbor,
City against city, kingdom

against kingdom.
3 The spirit of Egypt will fail in

its midst;
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I will destroy their counsel,
And they will consult the idols

and the charmers,
The mediums and the gsorcerers.

4 And the Egyptians I will hgive
Into the hand of a cruel master,
And a fierce king will rule over

them,”
Says the Lord, the LORD of hosts.

5 iThe waters will fail from the
sea,

And the river will be wasted
and dried up.

6 The rivers will turn foul;
The brooks of defense will be

emptied and dried up;
The reeds and rushes will

wither.
7 The papyrus reeds by the River,

by the mouth of the River,
And everything sown by the

River,
Will wither, be driven away,

and be no more.
8 The fishermen also will mourn;

All those will lament who cast
hooks into the River,

And they will languish who
spread nets on the waters.

9 Moreover those who work in
fine flax

And those who weave fine
fabric will be ashamed;

10 And its foundations will be
broken.

All who make wages will be
troubled of soul.

11 Surely the princes of Zoan are
fools;

Pharaoh’s wise counselors give
foolish counsel.

jHow do you say to Pharaoh, “I
am the son of the wise,

The son of ancient kings?”
12 Where are they?

Where are your wise men?
Let them tell you now,
And let them know what the

LORD of hosts has
kpurposed against Egypt.

*18:7 Following Dead Sea Scrolls, Septuagint, and
Vulgate; Masoretic Text omits From; Targum reads
To.

19:6 rivers. That is, Egypt’s irrigation canals. brooks.
Or streams or canals of Egypt.

19:7,8 River. Or Nile.



22And the LORD will strike Egypt,
He will strike and lheal it; they will
return to the LORD, and He will be
entreated by them and heal them.

23In that day there will be a
mhighway from Egypt to Assyria,
and the Assyrian will come into
Egypt and the Egyptian into Assyria,
and the Egyptians will nserve with
the Assyrians.

24In that day Israel will be one of
three with Egypt and Assyria—a
blessing in the midst of the land,

25whom the LORD of hosts shall
bless, saying, “Blessed is Egypt My
people, and Assyria the work of My
hands, and oIsrael My inheritance.”

Impending conquest of Egypt
and Ethiopia

20IN the year that Tartan came
to Ashdod, when Sargon the

king of Assyria sent him, and he
fought against Ashdod and took it,

2at the same time the LORD spoke
by Isaiah the son of Amoz, saying,
“Go, and remove the psackcloth
from your body, and take your san-
dals off your feet.” And he did so,
qwalking naked and barefoot.

3Then the LORD said, “Just as My
servant Isaiah has walked naked
and barefoot three years for a sign
and a wonder against Egypt and
Ethiopia,

4“so shall the rking of Assyria lead
away the Egyptians as prisoners and
the Ethiopians as captives, young
and old, naked and barefoot, swith
their buttocks uncovered, to the
shame of Egypt.

5 t“Then they shall be afraid and
ashamed of Ethiopia their expecta-
tion and Egypt their glory.

6“And the inhabitant of this terri-
tory will say in that day, ‘Surely
such is our expectation, wherever
we flee for uhelp to be delivered
from the king of Assyria; and how
shall we escape?’ ”

13 The princes of Zoan have
become fools;

The princes of aNoph* are
deceived;

They have also deluded Egypt,
Those who are the mainstay of

its tribes.
14 The LORD has mingled a

bperverse spirit in her
midst;

And they have caused Egypt to
err in all her work,

As a drunken man staggers in
his vomit.

15 Neither will there be any work
for Egypt,

Which the head or tail,
Palm branch or bulrush, may

do.*

Future restoration of Egypt and Assyria
as subject to Israel in Christ’s kingdom

16In that day Egypt will cbe like
women, and will be afraid and fear
because of the waving of the hand
of the LORD of hosts, which He
waves over it.

17And the land of Judah will be a
terror to Egypt; everyone who
makes mention of it will be afraid
in himself, because of the counsel
of the LORD of hosts which He has
ddetermined against it.

18In that day five cities in the
land of Egypt will espeak the lan-
guage of Canaan and fswear by the
LORD of hosts; one will be called the
City of Destruction.*

19In that day there will be an gal-
tar to the LORD in the midst of the
land of Egypt, and a pillar to the
hLORD at its border.

20And it will be for a sign and for
a witness to the LORD of hosts in the
land of Egypt; for they will cry to
the LORD because of the oppressors,
and He will send them a iSavior and
a Mighty One, and He will deliver
them.

21Then the LORD will be known to
Egypt, and the Egyptians will jknow
the LORD in that day, and will make
sacrifice and koffering; yes, they will
make a vow to the LORD and per-
form it.
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*19:13 That is, ancient Memphis
*19:15 Compare Isaiah 9:14–-16 *19:18 Some
Hebrew manuscripts, Arabic, Dead Sea Scrolls,
Targum, and Vulgate read Sun; Septuagint reads
Asedek (literally Righteousness).

20:1 Tartan. The title of the commander-in-chief of the
Assyrian army. 2 Kin. 18:17.

20:3,5 Ethiopia. Hebrew Cush. Gen. 10:6.



God commands Medes to take Babylon

21THE aburden against the
Wilderness of the Sea.

As whirlwinds in the bSouth
pass through,

So it comes from the desert,
from a terrible land.

2 A distressing vision is declared
to me;

The treacherous dealer deals
treacherously,

And the plunderer plunders.
cGo up, O Elam!
Besiege, O Media!
All its sighing I have made to

cease.
3 Therefore my loins are filled

with pain;
Pangs have taken hold of me,

like the pangs of a woman
in labor.

I was distressed when I heard
it;

I was dismayed when I saw it.
4 My heart wavered, fearfulness

frightened me;
The dnight for which I longed

He turned into fear for me.
5 Prepare the table,

Set a watchman in the tower,
Eat and drink.
Arise, you princes,
Anoint the shield!

6 For thus has the Lord said to
me:

“Go, set a watchman,
Let him declare what he sees.”

7 And he saw a chariot with a
pair of horsemen,

A chariot of donkeys, and a
chariot of camels,

And he listened earnestly with
great care.

8 Then he cried, “A lion,* my
Lord!

I stand continually on the
watchtower in the daytime;

I have sat at my post every
night.

9 And look, here comes a chariot
of men with a pair of
horsemen!”

Then he answered and said,
“Babylon e is fallen, is fallen!
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And all the carved images of

her gods
He has fbroken to the ground.”

10 Oh, my threshing and the grain
of my floor!

That which I have heard from
the LORD of hosts,

The God of Israel,
I have declared to you.

Woe to Edom
11The gburden against hDumah.

He calls to me out of iSeir,
“Watchman, what of the night?

Watchman, what of the night?”
12 The watchman said,

“The morning comes, and also
the night.

If you will inquire, inquire;
Return! Come back!”

Woe to Arabia
13The jburden against kArabia.

In the forest in Arabia you will
lodge,

O you traveling companies of
lDedanites.

14 O inhabitants of the land of
Tema,

Bring water to him who is
thirsty;

With their bread they met him
who fled.

15 For they fled from the swords,
from the drawn sword,

From the bent bow, and from
the distress of war.

16For thus the LORD has said to
me: “Within a year, according to the
year of a hired man, all the glory of
Kedar will fail;

17“and the remainder of the num-
ber of archers, the mighty men of
the people of Kedar, will be dimin-
ished; for the LORD God of Israel has
spoken it.”

The Valley of Vision:
woe to Jerusalem

22THE mburden against the
nValley of Vision.

*21:8 Dead Sea Scrolls read Then the observer
cried.

21:13 traveling companies. That is, caravans.



11 You also mmade a reservoir
between the two walls

For the water of the old npool.
But you did onot look to its

Maker,
Nor did you have respect for

Him who fashioned it long
ago.

12 And in that day the Lord GOD
of hosts

pCalled for weeping and for
mourning,

For qbaldness and for girding
with sackcloth.

13 But instead, joy and gladness,
Slaying oxen and killing sheep,
Eating meat and rdrinking

wine:
“Let s us eat and drink, for

tomorrow we die!”
14 Then it was revealed in my

hearing by the LORD of
hosts,

“Surely for this iniquity there
twill be no atonement for
you,

Even to your death,” says the
Lord GOD of hosts.

Shebna replaced by Eliakim
15Thus says the Lord GOD of hosts:

“Go, proceed to this steward,
To Shebna, who is over the

house, and say:
16 ‘What have you here, and

whom have you here,
That you have hewn a

sepulcher here,
As he who hews himself a

sepulcher on high,
Who carves a tomb for himself

in a rock?
17 Indeed, the LORD will throw

you away violently,
O mighty man,
And will surely seize you.

18 He will surely turn violently
and toss you like a ball

Into a large country;
There you shall die, and there

your glorious uchariots
Shall be the shame of your

master’s house.

What ails you now, that you
have all gone up to the
housetops,

2 You who are full of noise,
A tumultuous city, a a joyous

city?
Your slain men are bnot slain

with the sword,
Nor dead in battle.

3 All your rulers have fled
together;

They are captured by the
archers.

All who are found in you are
bound together;

They have fled from afar.
4 Therefore I said, “Look away

from me,
c I will weep bitterly;
Do not labor to comfort me
Because of the plundering of the

daughter of my people.”
5 For it is a day of trouble and

treading down and
perplexity

dBy the Lord GOD of hosts
In the Valley of Vision—
Breaking down the walls
And of crying to the mountain.

6 eElam bore the quiver
With chariots of men and

horsemen,
And fKir uncovered the shield.

7 It shall come to pass that your
choicest valleys

Shall be full of chariots,
And the horsemen shall set

themselves in array at the
ggate.

8 hHe iremoved the protection of
Judah.

You looked in that day to the
armor of the jHouse of the
Forest;

9 You also saw the kdamage to
the city of David,

That it was great;
And you gathered together the

lwaters of the lower pool.
10 You numbered the houses of

Jerusalem,
And the houses you broke

down
To fortify the wall.
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22:15 Shebna was a foreigner and a man of consider-
able influence who was displaced by Eliakim (vv. 20–25).

Later he evidently became Hezekiah’s scribe (36:3; 37:2).
22:17 seize. Or cover. Compare Esth. 7:8.



19 So I will drive you out of your
office,

And from your position he will
pull you down.*

20 ‘Then it shall be in that day,
That I will call My servant

aEliakim the son of Hilkiah;
21 I will clothe him with your robe

And strengthen him with your
belt;

I will commit your responsibility
into his hand.

He shall be a father to the
inhabitants of Jerusalem

And to the house of Judah.
22 The key of the house of David

I will lay on his bshoulder;
So he shall open, and no one

shall shut;
And he shall shut, and no one

shall open.
23 I will fasten him as a cpeg in a

secure place,
And he will become a glorious

throne to his father’s house.
24‘They will hang on him all the

glory of his father’s house, the off-
spring and the posterity, all vessels
of small quantity, from the cups to
all the pitchers.

25‘In that day,’ says the LORD of
hosts, ‘the peg that is fastened in
the secure place will be removed
and be cut down and fall, and the
burden that was on it will be cut off;
for the LORD has spoken.’ ”

The fall of Tyre

23THE dburden against eTyre.

Wail, you ships of Tarshish!
For it is laid waste,
So that there is no house, no

harbor;
From the land of Cyprus* it is

revealed to them.
2 Be still, you inhabitants of the

coastland,
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You merchants of Sidon,
Whom those who cross the sea

have filled.*
3 And on great waters the grain

of Shihor,
The harvest of the River,* is her

revenue;
And she is a fmarketplace for

the nations.
4 Be ashamed, O Sidon;

For the sea has spoken,
The strength of the sea, saying,

“I do not labor, nor bring forth
children;

Neither do I rear young men,
Nor bring up virgins.”

5 When the report reaches Egypt,
They also will be in agony at

the report of Tyre.
6 Cross over to Tarshish;

Wail, you inhabitants of the
coastland!

7 Is this your g joyous city,
Whose antiquity is from

ancient days,
Whose feet carried her far off to

dwell?
*22:19 Septuagint omits he will pull you down;
Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate read I will pull you
down. *23:1 Hebrew Kittim, western lands,
especially Cyprus *23:2 Following Masoretic
Text and Vulgate; Septuagint and Targum read
passing over the water; Dead Sea Scrolls read your
messengers passing over the sea. *23:3 That is,
the Nile

22:22 open. Here the prophecy looks forward to Christ.
Rev. 3:7.

Tyre: An ancient Phoenician seaport on the Mediter-
ranean Sea, located northwest of Palestine.

Tarshish: a city of a distant land, possibly Spain, that
was rich in metals.

OLD TESTAMENT PROPHETS 
AND THEIR MESSAGES

Prophet Message

Obadiah Judgment on the nation of Edom
Joel Plague of locusts
Jonah Nineveh must repent
Amos Judgment on Israel
Hosea God’s love is unceasing
Isaiah The Messiah will come and save
Micah Doom, destruction, deliverance
Nahum Nineveh will be destroyed
Zephaniah Judgment on Judah
Habakkuk The Babylonian captivity
Jeremiah Judgment for forgetting God
Ezekiel God keeps His covenant promise
Daniel God has a plan for the future
Haggai The temple must be rebuilt
Zechariah Hope in Christ’s return
Malachi God’s complaint against Israel



deal with Tyre. She will return to
her hire, and commit fornication
with all the kingdoms of the world
on the face of the earth.

18Her gain and her pay will be
iset apart for the LORD; it will not be
treasured nor laid up, for her gain
will be for those who dwell before
the LORD, to eat sufficiently, and for
fine clothing.

Isaiah’s “little apocalypse” (24—27):
desolate Palestine after Babylonian

invasion pictures distress in the
tribulation

24BEHOLD, the LORD jmakes
the earth empty and makes
it waste,

Distorts its surface
And scatters abroad its

inhabitants.
2 And it shall be:

As with the people, so with the
priest;

As with the servant, so with his
master;

As with the maid, so with her
mistress;

As with the buyer, so with the
seller;

As with the lender, so with the
borrower;

As with the creditor, so with
the debtor.

3 The land shall be entirely
emptied and utterly
plundered,

For the LORD has spoken this
word.

4 The earth mourns and fades
away,

The world languishes and fades
away;

The khaughty people of the
earth languish.

5 The earth is also ldefiled under
its inhabitants,

Because they have
mtransgressed the laws,

Changed the ordinance,
Broken the neverlasting

covenant.
6 Therefore the ocurse has

devoured the earth,

8 Who has taken this counsel
against Tyre, the acrowning
city,

Whose merchants are princes,
Whose traders are the

honorable of the earth?
9 The LORD of hosts has

bpurposed it,
To bring to dishonor the cpride

of all glory,
To bring into contempt all the

honorable of the earth.
10 Overflow through your land

like the River,*
O daughter of Tarshish;
There is no more strength.

11 He stretched out His hand over
the sea,

He shook the kingdoms;
The LORD has given a

commandment dagainst
Canaan

To destroy its strongholds.
12 And He said, e“You will rejoice

no more,
O you oppressed virgin

daughter of Sidon.
Arise, cross over to Cyprus;
There also you will have no

rest.”
13 Behold, the land of the

fChaldeans,
This people which was not;
Assyria founded it for wild

beasts of the desert.
They set up its towers,
They raised up its palaces,
And brought it to ruin.

14 gWail, you ships of Tarshish!
For your strength is laid waste.

15Now it shall come to pass in
that day that Tyre will be forgotten
hseventy years, according to the
days of one king. At the end of sev-
enty years it will happen to Tyre as
in the song of the harlot:
16“Take a harp, go about the city,

You forgotten harlot;
Make sweet melody, sing many

songs,
That you may be remembered.”

17And it shall be, at the end of
seventy years, that the LORD will
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24:1 Distorts. Or turns it upside down. Compare 2 Kin. 21:13.



And those who dwell in it are
desolate.

Therefore the inhabitants of the
earth are aburned,

And few men are left.
7 bThe new wine fails, the vine

languishes,
All the merry-hearted sigh.

8 The mirth of the tambourine
ceases,

The noise of the jubilant ends,
The joy of the harp ceases.

9 They shall not drink wine with
a song;

Strong drink is bitter to those
who drink it.

10 The city of confusion is broken
down;

Every house is shut up, so that
none may go in.

11 There is a cry for wine in the
streets,

All joy is darkened,
The mirth of the land is gone.

12 In the city desolation is left,
And the gate is stricken with

destruction.
13 When it shall be thus in the

midst of the land camong
the people,

It shall be like the shaking of an
olive tree,

Like the dgleaning of grapes
when the vintage is done.

A spared remnant rejoices
14 They shall lift up their voice,

they shall sing;
For the majesty of the LORD
They shall cry aloud from the

sea.
15 Therefore eglorify the LORD in

the dawning light,
The fname of the LORD God of

Israel in the gcoastlands of
the sea.

16 From the ends of the earth we
have heard songs:

“Glory to the righteous!”
But I said, “I am ruined,

ruined!
Woe to me!
The treacherous dealers have

dealt treacherously,
Indeed, the treacherous dealers

have dealt very
treacherously.”
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Distress of nations climaxed by God’s

judgments during the tribulation
17 hFear and the pit and the snare

Are upon you, O inhabitant of
the earth.

18 And it shall be
That he who flees from the

noise of the fear
Shall fall into the pit,
And he who comes up from the

midst of the pit
Shall be caught in the snare;
For the iwindows from on high

are open,
And the foundations of the

earth are shaken.
19 The earth is violently broken,

The earth is split open,
The earth is shaken exceedingly.

20 The earth shall jreel to and fro
like a drunkard,

And shall totter like a hut;
Its transgression shall be heavy

upon it,
And it will fall, and not rise

again.
21 k It shall come to pass in that day

That the LORD will lpunish on
high the host of exalted
ones,

And on the earth the mkings of
the earth.

22 They will be gathered together,
As prisoners are gathered in

the pit,
And will be shut up in the

prison;
After many days they will be

punished.
23 Then the nmoon will be

disgraced
And the sun ashamed;
For the oLORD of hosts will

preign
On Mount Zion and in

Jerusalem
And before His elders,

gloriously.

Triumphs of the Kingdom Age

25O LORD, You are my God.
I will exalt You,

I will praise Your name,
For You have done wonderful

things;
Your counsels of old are

faithfulness and truth.



eWe have waited for Him;
We will be glad and rejoice in

His salvation.”
10 For on this mountain the hand

of the LORD will rest,
And fMoab shall be trampled

down under Him,
As straw is trampled down for

the refuse heap.
11 And He will spread out His

hands in their midst
As a swimmer reaches out to

swim,
And He will bring down their

gpride
Together with the trickery of

their hands.
12 The fortress of the high fort of

your walls
He will bring down, lay low,
And bring to the ground, down

to the dust.

The worship and testimony of
restored and converted Israel

26 hIN that day this song will be
isung in the land of Judah:

“We have a strong city;
God will appoint salvation for

walls and bulwarks.
2 Open the gates,

That the righteous nation
which keeps the truth may
enter in.

3 You will keep him in perfect
jpeace,

Whose mind is stayed on You,
Because he ktrusts in You.

4 lTrust in the LORD forever,
For in YAH, the LORD, is

everlasting strength.
5 For He mbrings down those

who dwell on high,
The lofty city;
He lays it low,
He lays it low to the ground,
He brings it down to the dust.

6 The foot shall tread it down—
The feet of the poor
And the steps of the needy.”

7 The way of the just is
nuprightness;

2 For You have made a city a
ruin,

A fortified city a ruin,
A palace of foreigners to be a

city no more;
It will never be rebuilt.

3 Therefore the strong people
will aglorify You;

The city of the terrible nations
will fear You.

4 For You have been a strength to
the poor,

A strength to the needy in his
distress,

A refuge from the storm,
A shade from the heat;
For the blast of the terrible

ones is as a storm against
the wall.

5 You will reduce the noise of
aliens,

As heat in a dry place;
As heat in the shadow of a

cloud,
The song of the terrible ones

will be diminished.
6 And in this mountain

The LORD of hosts will make for
all people

A feast of choice pieces,
A feast of wines on the lees,
Of fat things full of marrow,
Of well-refined wines on the

lees.
7 And He will destroy on this

mountain
The surface of the bcovering

cast over all people,
And the veil that is spread over

all nations.
8 He will cswallow up death

forever,
And the Lord GOD will dwipe

away tears from all faces;
The rebuke of His people
He will take away from all the

earth;
For the LORD has spoken.

9 And it will be said in that day:
“Behold, this is our God;

We have waited for Him, and
He will save us.

This is the LORD;
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25:6 on the lees. That is, fermenting and aging. See Jer.
48:11, note.

26:4 everlasting. Literally the rock of ages. Deut. 32:4.

Moab: progeny of a father. The region outside of Isra-
el, located south of the Arnon River and east of the
Dead Sea.



O Most Upright,
You weigh the path of the just.

8 Yes, in the way of Your
judgments,

O LORD, we have awaited for
You;

The desire of our soul is for
Your name

And for the remembrance of
You.

9 With my soul I have desired
You in the night,

Yes, by my spirit within me I
will seek You early;

For when Your judgments are
in the earth,

The inhabitants of the world
will learn righteousness.

10 Let grace be shown to the
wicked,

Yet he will not learn
righteousness;

In the land of uprightness he
will deal unjustly,

And will not behold the
majesty of the LORD.

11 LORD, when Your hand is lifted
up, they will not see.

But they will see and be
ashamed

For their envy of people;
Yes, the fire of Your enemies

shall devour them.
12 LORD, You will establish peace

for us,
For You have also done all our

works in us.
13 O LORD our God, masters

besides You
Have had dominion over us;
But by You only we make

mention of Your name.
14 They are dead, they will not live;

They are deceased, they will
not rise.

Therefore You have punished
and destroyed them,

And made all their memory to
bperish.

15 You have cincreased the nation,
O LORD,

You have increased the nation;
You are glorified;
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You have expanded all the

borders of the land.

In the day of God’s wrath, some are
sheltered (v. 20), and others are raised

from the dead (v. 19)
16 LORD, din trouble they have

visited You,
They poured out a prayer when

Your chastening was upon
them.

17 As a woman with child
Is in pain and cries out in her

pangs,
When she draws near the time

of her delivery,
So have we been in Your sight,

O LORD.
18 We have been with child, we

have been in pain;
We have, as it were, brought

forth wind;
We have not accomplished any

deliverance in the earth,
Nor have the inhabitants of the

world fallen.
19 e fYour dead shall live;

Together with my dead body*

they shall arise.
Awake and sing, you who dwell

in dust;
For your dew is like the dew of

herbs,
And the earth shall cast out the

dead.
20 gCome, my people, henter your

chambers,
And shut your doors behind

you;
Hide yourself, as it were, ifor a

little moment,
Until the jindignation is past.

21 For behold, the LORD comes out
of His kplace

To lpunish the inhabitants of
the earth for their iniquity;

The earth will also disclose her
blood,

And will no more cover her
slain.

*26:19 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate;
Syriac and Targum read their dead bodies;
Septuagint reads those in the tombs.

26:19 shall live. Eliminate the supplied words “together
with.” In the Hebrew “body” is in the plural—”bodies.”
Verses 19–21, with ch. 27, constitute the LORD’s answer to

the plaint of Israel in vv. 11–18. “My dead bodies shall
rise,” that is, the bodies of the LORD’s people will rise.



10 Yet the fortified city will be
hdesolate,

The habitation forsaken and left
like a wilderness;

There the calf will feed, and
there it will lie down

And consume its branches.
11 When its boughs are withered,

they will be broken off;
The women come and set them

on fire.
For it is a people of ino

understanding;
Therefore He who made them

will jnot have mercy on
them,

And He who formed them will
show them no favor.

12 And it shall come to pass in
that day

That the LORD will thresh,
From the channel of the River

to the Brook of Egypt;
And you will be kgathered one

by one,
O you children of Israel.

13 So it shall be in that day:
The great trumpet will be

blown;
They will come, who are about

to perish in the land of
Assyria,

And they who are outcasts in
the land of lEgypt,

And shall mworship the LORD in
the holy mount at
Jerusalem.

III. Prophetic Warnings concerning
Ephraim and Judah, 

28—35

Woe to Ephraim: their
Assyrian captivity predicted

28WOE to the crown of pride,
to the drunkards of
nEphraim,

Whose glorious beauty is a
fading flower

Restored Israel to blossom and bud

27IN that day the LORD with
His severe sword, great and
strong,

Will punish Leviathan the
fleeing serpent,

Leviathan that atwisted
serpent;

And He will slay the breptile
that is in the sea.

2 In that day sing to her,
“A cvineyard of red wine!*

3 I, the LORD, dkeep it,
I water it every moment;
Lest any hurt it,
I keep it night and day.

4 Fury is not in Me.
Who would set briers and

thorns
Against Me in battle?
I would go through them,
I would burn them together.

5 Or let him take hold of My
estrength,

That he may make peace with
Me;

And he shall make peace with
Me.”

6 Those who come He shall cause
to take root in Jacob;

Israel shall blossom and bud,
And fill the face of the world

with fruit.
7 fHas He struck Israel as He struck

those who struck him?
Or has He been slain according

to the slaughter of those
who were slain by Him?

8 In measure, by sending it away,
You contended with it.
He removes it by His rough

wind
In the day of the east wind.

9 Therefore by this the iniquity of
Jacob will be covered;

And this is all the fruit of taking
away his sin:

When he makes all the stones
of the altar

Like chalkstones that are
beaten to dust,

gWooden images and incense
altars shall not stand.
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*27:2 Following Masoretic Text (Kittel’s Biblia
Hebraica), Bomberg, and Vulgate; Masoretic Text
(Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia), some Hebrew
manuscripts, and Septuagint read delight; Targum
reads choice vineyard.

Leviathan: a large sea creature, identity uncertain. 27:1 Leviathan. Perhaps the crocodile.
27:12 River. That is, the Euphrates.



Which is at the head of the
verdant valleys,

To those who are overcome
with wine!

2 Behold, the Lord has a mighty
and strong one,

aLike a tempest of hail and a
destroying storm,

Like a flood of mighty waters
overflowing,

Who will bring them down to
the earth with His hand.

3 The crown of pride, the
drunkards of Ephraim,

Will be trampled underfoot;
4 And the glorious beauty is a

fading flower
Which is at the head of the

verdant valley,
Like the first fruit before the

summer,
Which an observer sees;
He eats it up while it is still in

his hand.
5 In that day the LORD of hosts

will be
For a crown of glory and a

diadem of beauty
To the remnant of His people,

6 For a spirit of justice to him
who sits in judgment,

And for strength to those who
turn back the battle at the
gate.

7 But they also have berred
through wine,

And through intoxicating drink
are out of the way;

The priest and the prophet
have erred through
intoxicating drink,

They are swallowed up by wine,
They are out of the way through

intoxicating cdrink;
They err in vision, they

stumble in d judgment.
8 For all tables are full of vomit

and filth;
No place is clean.

9“Whom will he teach
knowledge?

And whom will he make to
understand the message?

Those just weaned from milk?
Those just drawn from the

breasts?
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10 eFor precept must be upon

precept, precept upon
precept,

Line upon line, line upon line,
Here a little, there a little.”

11 For with stammering lips and
another tongue

He will speak to this people,
12 To whom He said, “This is the

frest with which
You may cause the weary to

rest,”
And, “This is the refreshing”;
Yet they would not hear.

13 But the word of the LORD was
to them,

“Precept upon precept, precept
upon precept,

Line upon line, line upon line,
Here a little, there a little,”
That they might go and fall

backward, and be broken
And snared and caught.

Ephraim’s fate a warning to Judah
14 Therefore hear the word of the

LORD, you scornful men,
Who rule this people who are

in Jerusalem,
15 Because you have said, “We

have made a covenant with
death,

And with gSheol we are in
agreement.

When the overflowing scourge
passes through,

It will not come to us,
For we have made hlies our

refuge,
And under falsehood we have

hidden ourselves.”
16Therefore thus says the Lord

GOD:

“Behold, I lay in Zion a istone
for a foundation,

A jtried stone, a precious
cornerstone, a sure
foundation;

Whoever believes will not act
hastily.

17 Also I will make justice the
measuring line,

And righteousness the
plummet;

The hail will sweep away the
refuge of lies,



26 For He instructs him in right
judgment,

His God teaches him.
27 For the black cummin is not

threshed with a threshing
sledge,

Nor is a cartwheel rolled over
the cummin;

But the black cummin is beaten
out with a stick,

And the cummin with a rod.
28 Bread flour must be ground;

Therefore he does not thresh it
forever,

Break it with his cartwheel,
Or crush it with his horsemen.

29 This also comes from the LORD
of hosts,

Who is ewonderful in counsel
and excellent in guidance.

Jerusalem (Ariel) and Judah
warned of impending discipline

29“WOE to Ariel, to Ariel, the
city where David dwelt!

Add year to year;
Let feasts come around.

2 Yet I will distress Ariel;
There shall be heaviness and

sorrow,
And it shall be to Me as Ariel.

3 I will encamp against you all
around,

I will lay siege against you with
a mound,

And I will raise siegeworks
against you.

4 You shall be brought down,
You shall speak out of the

ground;
Your speech shall be low, out of

the dust;
Your voice shall be like a

medium’s, out of the
ground;

And your speech shall whisper
out of the dust.

5“Moreover the multitude of your
foes

Shall be like fine dust,
And the multitude of the

terrible ones
fLike chaff that passes away;

And the waters will overflow
the hiding place.

18 Your covenant with death will
be annulled,

And your agreement with
aSheol will not stand;

When the overflowing scourge
passes through,

Then you will be trampled
down by it.

19 As often as it goes out it will
take you;

For morning by morning it will
pass over,

And by day and by night;
It will be a terror just to

understand the report.”
20 For the bed is too short to

stretch out on,
And the covering so narrow

that one cannot wrap
himself in it.

21 For the LORD will rise up as at
Mount bPerazim,

He will be angry as in the
Valley of cGibeon—

That He may do His work, His
awesome work,

And bring to pass His act, His
unusual act.

22 Now therefore, do not be
mockers,

Lest your bonds be made
strong;

For I have heard from the Lord
GOD of hosts,

A ddestruction determined
even upon the whole earth.

23 Give ear and hear my voice,
Listen and hear my speech.

24 Does the plowman keep
plowing all day to sow?

Does he keep turning his soil
and breaking the clods?

25 When he has leveled its
surface,

Does he not sow the black
cummin

And scatter the cummin,
Plant the wheat in rows,
The barley in the appointed

place,
And the spelt in its place?
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28:25 spelt. That is, a form of wheat.
28:29 guidance. Or wisdom.
29:1 Ariel. Literally Hearth of God = Jerusalem;

compare Is. 31:9.
29:5 Moreover. Or Then.



Yes, it shall be in an instant,
asuddenly.

6 You will be punished by the
LORD of hosts

With thunder and bearthquake
and great noise,

With storm and tempest
And the flame of devouring

fire.
7 The cmultitude of all the nations

who fight against Ariel,
Even all who fight against her

and her fortress,
And distress her,
Shall be as a dream of a night

vision.
8 It shall even be as when a

hungry man dreams,
And look—he eats;
But he awakes, and his soul is

still empty;
Or as when a thirsty man

dreams,
And look—he drinks;
But he awakes, and indeed he

is faint,
And his soul still craves:
So the multitude of all the

nations shall be,
Who fight against Mount Zion.”

God’s reasons for the discipline
9 Pause and wonder!

Blind yourselves and be blind!
They are drunk, but not with

wine;
They stagger, but not with

intoxicating drink.
10 For the LORD has poured out on

you
The spirit of deep dsleep,
And has closed your eyes,

namely, the prophets;
And He has ecovered your

heads, namely, the seers.
11The whole vision has become

to you like the words of a book that
is sealed, which men deliver to one
who is literate, saying, “Read this,
please.” And he says, “I cannot, for
it is sealed.”

12Then the book is delivered to
one who is illiterate, saying, “Read
this, please.” And he says, “I am not
literate.”
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13Therefore the Lord said:

“Inasmuch as these people draw
near with their mouths

And honor Me fwith their lips,
But have removed their hearts

far from Me,
And their fear toward Me is

taught by the
commandment of men,

14 Therefore, behold, I will again
do a gmarvelous work

Among this people,
A marvelous work and a

wonder;
For the hwisdom of their wise

men shall perish,
And the understanding of their

prudent men shall be
hidden.”

15 Woe to those who seek deep to
hide their counsel far from
the LORD,

And their works are in the
dark;

They say, “Who isees us?” and,
“Who knows us?”

16 Surely you have things turned
around!

Shall the potter be esteemed as
the clay;

For shall the thing made say of
him who made it,

“He did not make me”?
Or shall the thing formed say of

him who formed it,
“He has no junderstanding”?

Blessing after discipline
foreshadows kingdom blessing

17 Is it not yet a very klittle while
Till Lebanon shall be turned

into a fruitful field,
And the fruitful field be

esteemed as a forest?
18 In that day the deaf lshall hear

the words of the book,
And the eyes of the blind shall

see out of obscurity and out
of darkness.

19 The mhumble also shall increase
their joy in the LORD,

And the npoor among men shall
rejoice

In the Holy One of Israel.
20 For the terrible one is brought

to nothing,
The scornful one is consumed,Mount Zion: the hill on which Jerusalem stood.



5 They were all ashamed of a
people who could not
benefit them,

Or be help or benefit,
But a shame and also a

reproach.”
6The iburden against the beasts of

the jSouth.

Through a land of trouble and
anguish,

From which came the lioness
and lion,

The viper and fiery flying
serpent,

They will carry their riches on
the backs of young donkeys,

And their treasures on the
humps of camels,

To a people who shall not profit;
7 For the Egyptians shall help in

kvain and to no purpose.
Therefore I have called her
Rahab-Hem-Shebeth.*

8 Now go, lwrite it before them
on a tablet,

And note it on a scroll,
That it may be for time to come,
Forever and ever:

9 That this is a mrebellious people,
Lying children,
Children who will not hear the

law of the LORD;
10 Who say to the seers, “Do not

see,”
And to the prophets, “Do not

prophesy to us right things;
Speak to us smooth things,

prophesy ndeceits.
11 Get out of the way,

Turn aside from the path,
Cause the Holy One of Israel
To cease from before us.”

12Therefore thus says the Holy
One of Israel:

“Because you odespise this word,
And trust in oppression and

perversity,
And rely on them,

13 Therefore this iniquity shall be
to you

And all who watch for iniquity
are cut off—

21 Who make a man an offender
by a word,

And lay a snare for him who
reproves in the gate,

And turn aside the just by
empty words.

22Therefore thus says the LORD,
who aredeemed Abraham, concern-
ing the house of Jacob:

“Jacob shall not now be
bashamed,

Nor shall his face now grow
pale;

23 But when he sees his cchildren,
The work of My hands, in his

midst,
They will hallow My name,
And hallow the Holy One of

Jacob,
And fear the God of Israel.

24 These also who erred in spirit
will come to
understanding,

And those who complained will
learn doctrine.”

Judah warned not to make alliance
with Egypt against Sennacherib

30“WOE to the rebellious
children,” says the LORD,

“Who take counsel, but not of
Me,

And who devise plans, but not
of My dSpirit,

eThat they may add sin to sin;
2 Who walk to go down to Egypt,

And have not fasked My
advice,

To strengthen themselves in
the strength of Pharaoh,

And to trust in the shadow of
Egypt!

3 Therefore the strength of
Pharaoh

Shall be your shame,
And trust in the shadow of

Egypt
Shall be your ghumiliation.

4 For his princes were at hZoan,
And his ambassadors came to

Hanes.
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*30:7 Literally Rahab Sits Idle

30:3,12 trust. Trust is the characteristic OT word for
the NT “faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the
OT, and is the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to

take refuge (Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps.
22:8).

30:4 Hanes. Or Tahpanes, Jer. 43:7.



Like a breach ready to fall,
A bulge in a high wall,
Whose breaking comes

asuddenly, in an instant.
14 And He shall break it like the

breaking of the potter’s
vessel,

Which is broken in pieces;
He shall not spare.
So there shall not be found

among its fragments
A shard to take fire from the

hearth,
Or to take water from the

cistern.”

Judah exhorted to trust the LORD

15For thus says the Lord GOD, the
Holy One of Israel:

“In returning and brest cyou
shall be saved;

In quietness and confidence
shall be your strength.”

But you would not,
16 And you said, “No, for we will

flee on horses”—
Therefore you shall flee!
And, “We will ride on swift

horses”—
Therefore those who pursue

you shall be swift!
17 dOne thousand shall flee at the

threat of one,
At the threat of five you shall

flee,
Till you are left as a pole on top

of a mountain
And as a banner on a hill.

18 Therefore the LORD will wait,
that He may be egracious to
you;

And therefore He will be
exalted, that He may have
mercy on you.

For the LORD is a God of justice;
fBlessed are all those who gwait

for Him.
19 For the people shall dwell in

Zion at Jerusalem;
You shall hweep no more.
He will be very gracious to you

at the sound of your cry;
When He hears it, He will

ianswer you.
20 And though the Lord gives you
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The bread of adversity and the

water of affliction,
Yet your teachers will not be

moved into a corner
anymore,

But your eyes shall see your
teachers.

21 Your ears shall hear a word
behind you, saying,

“This is the way, walk in it,”
Whenever you turn to the right

hand
Or whenever you turn to the

left.
22 You will also defile the covering

of your images of silver,
And the ornament of your

molded images of gold.
You will jthrow them away as

an unclean thing;
You will say to them, “Get

away!”
23 kThen He will give the rain for

your seed
With which you sow the

ground,
And bread of the increase of

the earth;
It will be fat and plentiful.
In that day your cattle will feed
In large pastures.

24 Likewise the oxen and the
young donkeys that work
the ground

Will eat cured fodder,
Which has been winnowed

with the shovel and fan.
25 There will be on every high

mountain
And on every high hill
Rivers and streams of waters,
In the day of the lgreat

slaughter,
When the towers fall.

26 Moreover the light of the moon
will be as the light of the
sun,

And the light of the sun will be
sevenfold,

As the light of seven days,
In the day that the LORD binds

up the bruise of His people
And heals the stroke of their

wound.



Egypt’s help vain: the LORD

will defend Jerusalem

31WOE to those who go down
to dEgypt for help,

And rely on horses,
Who etrust in chariots because

they are many,
And in horsemen because they

are very strong,
But who do not look to the

Holy One of Israel,
fNor seek the LORD!

2 Yet He also is wise and will
bring disaster,

And will not call back His
words,

But will arise against the house
of evildoers,

And against the help of those
who work iniquity.

3 Now the Egyptians are men,
and not God;

And their horses are flesh, and
not spirit.

When the LORD stretches out
His hand,

Both he who helps will fall,
And he who is helped will fall

down;
They all will perish gtogether.

4For thus the LORD has spoken to
me:

“Ash a lion roars,
And a young lion over his prey
(When a multitude of

shepherds is summoned
against him,

He will not be afraid of their
voice

Nor be disturbed by their noise),
So the LORD of hosts will come

down
To fight for Mount Zion and for

its hill.
5 iLike birds flying about,

So will the LORD of hosts defend
Jerusalem.

Defending, He will also deliver
it;

Passing over, He will preserve
it.”

6Return to Him against whom the
children of Israel have jdeeply re-
volted.

The LORD’s judgment on Assyria
27 Behold, the name of the LORD

comes from afar,
Burning with His anger,
And His burden is heavy;
His lips are full of indignation,
And His tongue like a

devouring fire.
28 His abreath is like an

overflowing stream,
Which reaches up to the neck,
To sift the nations with the

sieve of futility;
And there shall be a bridle in

the jaws of the people,
Causing them to err.

29 You shall have a song
As in the night when a holy

festival is kept,
And gladness of heart as when

one goes with a flute,
To come into the mountain of

the LORD,
To the Mighty One of Israel.

30 The LORD will cause His
glorious voice to be heard,

And show the descent of His
arm,

With the indignation of His
anger

And the flame of a devouring
fire,

With scattering, tempest, and
hailstones.

31 For through the voice of the
LORD

bAssyria will be beaten down,
As He strikes with the rod.

32 And in every place where the
staff of punishment passes,

Which the LORD lays on him,
It will be with tambourines and

harps;
And in battles of brandishing

He will fight with it.
33 For cTophet was established of

old,
Yes, for the king it is prepared.
He has made it deep and large;
Its pyre is fire with much

wood;
The breath of the LORD, like a

stream of brimstone,
Kindles it.
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30:29 Mighty One. Literally Rock. Deut. 32:4.



7For in that day every man shall
athrow away his idols of silver and
his idols of gold—sin, which your
own hands have made for your-
selves.

8“Then Assyria shall bfall by a
sword not of man,

And a sword not of mankind
shall cdevour him.

But he shall flee from the
sword,

And his young men shall
become forced labor.

9 He shall cross over to his
stronghold for fear,

And his princes shall be afraid
of the banner,”

Says the LORD,
Whose fire is in Zion
And whose furnace is in

Jerusalem.

Christ the coming righteous king

32BEHOLD, a king will dreign
in righteousness,

And princes will rule with
justice.

2 A man will be as a hiding place
from the wind,

And a cover from the tempest,
As rivers of water in a dry

place,
As the shadow of a great erock

in a weary land.
3 fThe eyes of those who see will

not be dim,
And the ears of those who hear

will listen.
4 Also the heart of the rash will

gunderstand knowledge,
And the tongue of the

stammerers will be ready
to speak hplainly.

5 The foolish person will no
longer be called generous,

Nor the miser said to be
bountiful;

6 For the foolish person will
speak foolishness,

And his heart will work
iiniquity:

To practice ungodliness,
To utter error against the LORD,
To keep the hungry unsatisfied,
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And he will cause the drink of

the thirsty to fail.
7 Also the schemes of the

schemer are evil;
He devises wicked plans
To destroy the poor with jlying

words,
Even when the needy speaks

justice.
8 But a generous man devises

generous things,
And by generosity he shall

stand.
9 Rise up, you women who are at

ease,
Hear my voice;
You complacent daughters,
Give ear to my speech.

10 In a year and some days
You will be troubled, you

complacent women;
For the vintage will fail,
The gathering will not come.

11 Tremble, you women who are
at ease;

Be troubled, you complacent
ones;

Strip yourselves, make
yourselves bare,

And gird sackcloth on your
waists.

12 People shall mourn upon their
breasts

For the pleasant fields, for the
fruitful vine.

13 On the land of my people will
come up thorns and
kbriers,

Yes, on all the happy homes in
the joyous city;

14 Because the palaces will be
forsaken,

The bustling city will be
deserted.

The forts and towers will
become lairs forever,

A joy of wild donkeys, a pasture
of lflocks—

15 Until the mSpirit is poured
upon us from on high,

And the wilderness becomes a
fruitful field,

And the fruitful field is counted
as a forest.

32:1 In chs. 32—35 the day of the LORD (Is. 2:10–22; Rev. 19:11–21) and the kingdom age are in view.



Distressed Jerusalem delivered

33WOE to you who eplunder,
though you have not been
plundered;

And you who deal
treacherously, though they
have not dealt
treacherously with you!

When you cease plundering,
You will be fplundered;
When you make an end of

dealing treacherously,
They will deal treacherously

with you.
2 O LORD, be gracious to us;

We have gwaited for You.
Be their* arm every morning,
Our hsalvation also in the time

of trouble.

16 Then justice will dwell in the
wilderness,

And righteousness remain in
the fruitful field.

17 The work of righteousness will
be apeace,

And the effect of righteousness,
quietness and bassurance
forever.

18 My people will dwell in a
peaceful habitation,

In secure dwellings, and in
quiet cresting places,

19 Though hail comes down on
the forest,

And the city is brought low in
humiliation.

20 Blessed are you who sow
beside all waters,

Who send out freely the dfeet
of the ox and the donkey.
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31:8

33:2

g Is. 26:8
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note)
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*33:2 Septuagint omits their; Syriac, Targum, and
Vulgate read our.

32:1 PROPHECIES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT RELATING TO CHRIST

Christ’s First Advent
The fact: Genesis 3:15; Deuteronomy 18:15; Psalm 89:20; Isaiah 2:2; 28:16;

32:1; 35:4; 42:6; 49:1; 55:4; Ezekiel 34:24; Daniel 2:44; Micah 4:1;
Zechariah 3:8

The time: Genesis 49:10; Numbers 24:17; Daniel 9:24; Malachi 3:1
His divinity: Psalm 2:7,11; 45:6,7,11; 72:8; 102:24–27; 89:26,27; 110:1; Isaiah

9:6; 25:9; 40:10; Jeremiah 23:6; Micah 5:2; Malachi 3:1
His humanness: Genesis 12:3; 18:18; 21:12; 22:18; 26:4; 28:14; 49:10; 2 Samuel

7:14; Psalm 18:4–6,50; 22:22,23; 89:4,29,36; 132:11; Isaiah 11:1;
Jeremiah 23:5; 33:15.

Christ’s Forerunner: Isaiah 40:3; Malachi 3:1; 4:5

Christ’s Nativity and Early Years
The fact: Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 7:14; Jeremiah 31:22
The place: Numbers 24:17,19; Micah 5:2
Adoration by Magi: Psalm 72:10,15; Isaiah 60:3,6
Descent into Egypt: Hosea 11:1
Massacre of innocents: Jeremiah 31:15

Christ’s Mission and Office
Mission: Genesis 12:3; 49:10; Numbers 24:19; Deuteronomy 18:18; Psalm

21:1; Isaiah 59:20; Jeremiah 33:16.
Priest like Melchizedek: Psalm 110:4
Prophet like Moses: Deuteronomy 18; 15
Conversion of Gentiles: Isaiah 11:10; Deuteronomy 32:43; Psalm 18:49; 19:4; 117:1; Isaiah

42:1; 45:23; 49:6; Hosea 1:10; 2:23; Joel 2:32
Galilee, ministry in: Isaiah 9:1,2
Miracles: Isaiah 35:5,6; 42:7; 53:4
Spiritual graces: Psalm 45:7; Isaiah 11:2; 42:1; 53:9; 61:1,2
Preaching: Psalm 2:7; 78:2; Isaiah 2:3; 61:1; Micah 4:2
Purification in the temple: Psalm 69:9



3 At the noise of the tumult the
people shall aflee;

When You lift Yourself up, the
nations shall be scattered;

4 And Your plunder shall be
gathered

Like the gathering of the
caterpillar;

As the running to and fro of
locusts,

He shall run upon them.
5 The LORD is bexalted, for He

dwells on high;
He has filled Zion with justice

and righteousness.
6 Wisdom and knowledge will be

the stability of your times,
And the strength of salvation;

33:7

c 2 Kin. 18:18,37

33:8

d 2 Kin. 18:13-17

33:9

e Is. 24:4

33:3

a Is. 17:13

33:5

b Ps. 97:9
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The fear of the LORD is His

treasure.
7 Surely their valiant ones shall

cry outside,
The cambassadors of peace

shall weep bitterly.
8 The highways lie waste,

The traveling man ceases.
He has broken the covenant,
He has ddespised the cities,*
He regards no man.

9 The earth mourns and
elanguishes,

Lebanon is shamed and
shriveled;

*33:8 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate; Dead
Sea Scrolls read witnesses; Septuagint omits cities;
Targum reads They have been removed from their
cities.

33:6 fear. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expression
meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.

Lebanon: the area along the Mediterranean Sea
known for its mountains and forests of cedar trees.

PROPHECIES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT RELATING TO CHRIST

Christ’s Passion
Rejection by Jews and Gentiles: Psalm 2:1; 22:12; 41:5; 56:5; 69:8; 118:22,23; Isaiah 6:9,10; 8:14;

29:13; 53:1; 65:2
Persecution: Psalm 22:6; 35:7,12; 56:5; 71:10; 109:2; Isaiah 49:7; 53:3
Triumphal entry: Psalm 8:2; 118:25,26; Zechariah 9:9
Betrayal by own friend: Psalm 41:9; 55:13; Zechariah 13:6
Betrayal for thirty pieces: Zechariah 11:12
Betrayer’s death: Psalm 55:15,23; 109:8,9
Purchase of potter’s field: Zechariah 11:13
Desertion by disciples: Zechariah 13:7
False accusation: Psalm 27:12; 35:11; 109:2; Psalm 2:1,2
Silence under accusation: Psalm 38:13; Isaiah 53:7
Mocking: Psalm 22:7–8,16; 109:25
Insult, buffeting, spitting, scourging: Psalm 35:15,21; Isaiah 50:6
Patience under suffering: Isaiah 53:7–9
Crucifixion: Psalm 22:14,17
Gall and vinegar offered: Psalm 69:21
Prayer for enemies: Psalm 109:445; 102:24
Death with malefactors: Isaiah 53:9,12
Death attested by convulsions of nature: Amos 5:20; Zechariah 14:4,6
Casting lots for clothing: Psalm 22:18
Bone not to be broken: Psalm 34:20
Piercing: Psalm 22:16; Zechariah 12:10; 13:6
Voluntary death: Psalm 40:6–8
Vicarious suffering: Isaiah 53:4–6,12; Daniel 9:26
Burial with the rich: Isaiah 53:9

Christ’s Resurrection: Psalm 16:8–10; 30:3; 41:10; 118:12; Hosea 6:2
Christ’s Ascension: Psalm 16:11; 24:7; 68:18; 110:1; 118:19
Christ’s Universal and everlasting reign: 1 Chronicles 17:11–14; Psalm 2:6–8; 8:6; 45:6–7; 72:8; 110:1–3;

Isaiah 9:7; Daniel 7:14
Christ’s Second Advent: Psalm 50:3–6; Isaiah 9:6–7; 66:18; Daniel 7:13–14; Zechariah 12:10;

14:4–8



Where is he who counts the
towers?”

19 You will not see a fierce people,
A people of obscure speech,

beyond perception,
Of a stammering tongue that

you cannot understand.
20 Look upon Zion, the city of our

appointed feasts;
Your eyes will see Jerusalem, a

quiet home,
A tabernacle that will not be

taken down;
Not one of its stakes will ever

be removed,
Nor will any of its cords be

broken.
21 But there the majestic LORD will

be for us
A place of broad rivers and

streams,
In which no galley with oars

will sail,
Nor majestic ships pass by

22 (For the LORD is our gJudge,
The LORD is our Lawgiver,
The LORD is our King;
He will hsave us);

23 Your tackle is loosed,
They could not strengthen their

mast,
They could not spread the sail.

Then the prey of great plunder
is divided;

The lame take the prey.
24 And the inhabitant will not say,

“I am sick”;
The people who dwell in it will

be forgiven their iiniquity.

Future judgment on enemies of
Israel and kingdom blessing (34—35).

Armageddon in the day of the LORD

(Rev. 19:17–21)

34COME near, you nations, to
hear;

And heed, you people!

Sharon is like a awilderness,
And Bashan and Carmel shake

off their fruits.
10“Now I will rise,” says the LORD;

“Now I will be exalted,
Now I will lift Myself up.

11 You shall conceive chaff,
You shall bring forth stubble;
Your breath, as fire, shall

devour you.
12 And the people shall be like the

burnings of lime;
Like thorns cut up they shall be

burned in the fire.
13 Hear, you who are afar off,

what I have done;
And you who are near,

acknowledge My might.”

The glorious result 
of cleansing judgment

14 The sinners in Zion are afraid;
Fearfulness has seized the

hypocrites:
“Who among us shall dwell with

the devouring bfire?
Who among us shall dwell with

everlasting burnings?”
15 He who walks righteously and

speaks cuprightly,
He who despises the gain of

oppressions,
Who gestures with his hands,

refusing bribes,
Who stops his ears from

hearing of bloodshed,
And shuts his eyes from seeing

evil:
16 He will dwell on high;

His place of defense will be the
fortress of rocks;

Bread will be given him,
His water will be sure.

17 Your eyes will see the dKing in
His ebeauty;

They will see the land that is
very far off.

18 Your heart will meditate on
fterror:

“Where is the scribe?
Where is he who weighs?
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a See Deut. 1:1,
note
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d Kingdom (OT):
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33:17 the King. When God’s own King reigns, terror
and invasion will be forever at an end (vv. 17–20; compare
28:11).

33:22 Judge. All the functions of government—judicial,
legislative, and executive—will be centered in the Mes-
sianic King. The most important prayers of the New Year’s
liturgy of the Jews stress these fundamental ideas, to which
a section of the prayers is devoted. After each group of
prayers the horn (shofar) is blown.

Bashan: soft, rich soil. A fertile area of land east of the
Sea of Galilee.

Carmel: park. A town in the hill country of Judah.
Home of Nabal and Abigail.



Let the earth hear, and all that
is in it,

The world and all things that
come forth from it.

2 For the aindignation of the
LORD is against all nations,

And His fury against all their
armies;

He has utterly bdestroyed them,
He has given them over to the

cslaughter.
3 Also their slain shall be thrown

out;
Their stench shall rise from

their corpses,
And the mountains shall be

melted with their blood.
4 All the host of heaven shall be

ddissolved,
And the heavens shall be rolled

up like a scroll;
All their host shall fall down
As the leaf falls from the vine,
And as fruit falling from a fig

tree.
5“For My sword shall be bathed

in heaven;
Indeed it shall come down on

eEdom,
And on the people of My curse,

for judgment.
6 The fsword of the LORD is filled

with blood,
It is made overflowing with

fatness,
With the blood of lambs and

goats,
With the fat of the kidneys of

rams.
For the LORD has a sacrifice in

Bozrah,
And a great slaughter in the

land of Edom.
7 The wild oxen shall come

down with them,
And the young bulls with the

mighty bulls;
Their land shall be soaked with

blood,
And their dust saturated with

fatness.”
8 For it is the gday of the LORD’S

hvengeance,

34:9

i Deut. 29:23

34:10

j Rev. 14:11;
18:18; 19:3

34:11

k Is. 14:23; Zeph.
2:14; Rev. 18:2

34:16

l Holy Spirit (OT):
v. 16; Is. 40:13.
(Gen. 1:2; Zech.
12:10, note)

34:2

a Day (of destruc-
tion): vv. 1-8; Is.
61:2. (Job
21:30; Rev.
20:11, note)

b Armageddon
(battle of): vv. 1-
8; Is. 63:3. (Is.
10:27; Rev.
19:17, note)

c Is. 13:5

34:4

d Is. 13:13; Matt.
24:29

34:5

e vv. 1-8; see
Gen. 36:1, note

34:6

f Is. 66:16

34:8

g Day (of the
LORD): vv. 1-8;
Is. 63:1. (Ps. 2:9;
Rev. 19:19,
note)

h See Is. 61:2,
note

ISAIAH 34:2–16 955
The year of recompense for the

cause of Zion.
9 i Its streams shall be turned into

pitch,
And its dust into brimstone;
Its land shall become burning

pitch.
10 It shall not be quenched night

or day;
Its jsmoke shall ascend forever.
From generation to generation

it shall lie waste;
No one shall pass through it

forever and ever.
11 But the pelican and the

porcupine shall kpossess it,
Also the owl and the raven

shall dwell in it.
And He shall stretch out over it
The line of confusion and the

stones of emptiness.
12 They shall call its nobles to the

kingdom,
But none shall be there, and all

its princes shall be nothing.
13 And thorns shall come up in its

palaces,
Nettles and brambles in its

fortresses;
It shall be a habitation of jackals,
A courtyard for ostriches.

14 The wild beasts of the desert
shall also meet with the
jackals,

And the wild goat shall bleat to
its companion;

Also the night creature shall
rest there,

And find for herself a place of
rest.

15 There the arrow snake shall
make her nest and lay eggs

And hatch, and gather them
under her shadow;

There also shall the hawks be
gathered,

Every one with her mate.
16“Search from the book of the

LORD, and read:
Not one of these shall fail;
Not one shall lack her mate.
For My mouth has commanded

it, and His lSpirit has
gathered them.

34:11 confusion . . . emptiness. The words “confusion . . . emptiness” are translated from the Hebrew tohu . . .
wabohu rendered “without form and void” in Gen. 1:2.



7 The parched ground shall
become a pool,

And the thirsty land springs of
water;

In the habitation of jackals,
where each lay,

There shall be grass with reeds
and rushes.

8 A ihighway shall be there, and
a road,

And it shall be called the
Highway of Holiness.

The junclean shall not pass
over it,

But it shall be for others.
Whoever walks the road,

although a fool,
Shall not go astray.

9 No lion shall be there,
kNor shall any ravenous beast go

up on it;
It shall not be found there.
But the lredeemed shall walk

there,
10 And the ransomed of the LORD

shall return,
And come to Zion with singing,
With everlasting joy on their

heads.
They shall obtain joy and

gladness,
And sorrow and sighing shall

mflee away.

IV. Historical Parenthesis:
Sennacherib’s Invasions and
Hezekiah’s Illness, 36—39

The first invasion (2 Kin. 18:9–16)

36NOW it came to pass in the
fourteenth year of King Hez-

ekiah that Sennacherib king of As-
syria came up against all the forti-
fied cities of Judah and took them.

17 He has cast the lot for them,
And His hand has divided it

among them with a
measuring line.

They shall possess it forever;
From generation to generation

they shall dwell in it.”

Kingdom blessings for regathered Israel

35THE awilderness and the
wasteland shall be glad for
bthem,

And the cdesert shall rejoice
and blossom as the rose;

2 It shall blossom abundantly and
rejoice,

Even with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be

given to it,
The excellence of Carmel and

Sharon.
They shall see the dglory of the

LORD,
The excellency of our God.

3 eStrengthen the weak hands,
And make firm the feeble

knees.
4 Say to those who are fearful-

hearted,
“Be strong, do not fear!

Behold, your God will come
with fvengeance,

With the recompense of God;
He will come and gsave you.”

5 hThen the eyes of the blind shall
be opened,

And the ears of the deaf shall
be unstopped.

6 Then the lame shall leap like a
deer,

And the tongue of the dumb
sing.

For waters shall burst forth in
the wilderness,

And streams in the desert.

35:8

i Is. 19:23

j Is. 52:1; Joel
3:17; Rev. 21:27

35:9

k Lev. 26:6; Is.
11:9; Ezek.
34:25

l See Is. 59:20,
note; cp. Ex.
14:30, note

35:10

m Is. 30:19; 65:19

35:1

a Is. 32:15

b Kingdom (OT):
vv. 1-10; Is.
40:9. (Gen.
1:26; Zech.
12:8, note)

c Is. 41:19; 51:3

35:2

d Is. 40:5

35:3

e Job 4:3-4; Heb.
12:12

35:4

f Is. 34:8

g Is. 33:22

35:5

h Is. 29:18

956 ISAIAH 34:17—36:1

Lebanon: the area along the Mediterranean Sea
known for its mountains and forests of cedar trees.

35:8 others. That is, the redeemed.
36:1 This verse appears simply to introduce the two As-

syrian invasions, referring to the first invasion described in
2 Kin. 18:13–16 (see 2 Kin. 18:7, note), when Sennacherib
evidently accompanied his father, Sargon, as general, and
perhaps as regent also. At that time Hezekiah paid tribute.
Beginning in v. 2 Isaiah describes what occurred in the
second invasion (36:2—37:38; compare 2 Kin. 18:17—

19:36; 2 Chr. 32:1–4; 36:5–23), after Hezekiah turned
back to God (36:5,21).

Hezekiah: the might of Jehovah. Son of Ahaz. The
thirteenth king of Judah who introduced religious
reform, restored the Temple and destroyed the idols.

Sennacherib: King of Assyria who besieged Jerusalem
during King Hezekiah’s reign. His army was miracu-
lously destroyed.



Sennacherib’s second invasion;
his attempt to terrify Jerusalem
through the Rabshakeh’s threats

(2 Kin. 18:17–37; 2 Chr. 32:1–19)
2Then the king of Assyria sent the

Rabshakeh with a great army from
Lachish to King Hezekiah at Jeru-
salem. And he stood by the aque-
duct from the upper pool, on the
highway to the Fuller’s Field.

3And aEliakim the son of Hilkiah,
who was over the household, bSheb-
na the scribe, and Joah the son of
Asaph, the recorder, came out to
him.

4Then the Rabshakeh said to
them, “Say now to Hezekiah, ‘Thus
says the great king, the king of As-
syria: “What confidence is this in
which you trust?

5“I say you speak of having plans
and power for war; but they are
mere words. Now in whom do you
ctrust, that you rebel against me?

36:6

d Ps. 146:3; 
Is. 30:2

36:7

e 2 Kin. 18:4; see
notes at Judg.
3:7; 1 Kin. 3:2;
15:14

36:10

f Cp. Is. 10:5-6

36:3

a Is. 22:20

b Is. 22:15

36:5

c See Ps. 2:12,
note

ISAIAH 36:2–10 957
6“Look! You are trusting in the

staff of this broken reed, Egypt, on
which if a man leans, it will go into
his hand and pierce it. So is Phar-
aoh king of Egypt to all who dtrust
in him.

7“But if you say to me, ‘We trust
in the LORD our God,’ is it not He
whose ehigh places and whose al-
tars Hezekiah has taken away, and
said to Judah and Jerusalem, ‘You
shall worship before this altar’?” ’

8“Now therefore, I urge you, give
a pledge to my master the king of
Assyria, and I will give you two
thousand horses—if you are able on
your part to put riders on them!

9“How then will you repel one
captain of the least of my master’s
servants, and put your trust in Egypt
for chariots and horsemen?

10“Have I now come up without
the LORD against this land to destroy
it? The LORD fsaid to me, ‘Go up
against this land, and destroy it.’ ”

36:2 Second Kings 18:17—20:19 is a parallel account
to Is. 36:2—39:8. Rabshakeh here and in ch. 37 is not a

personal name but the title of an Assyrian official, as are
Tartan, Rabsaris, and Rabmag, 2 Kin. 18:17ff.; Jer. 39:3,13.
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Hezekiah learns the Rabshakeh’s words
22Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah,

who was over the household, Sheb-
na the scribe, and Joah the son of
Asaph, the recorder, came to Heze-
kiah with their clothes torn, and told
him the words of the Rabshakeh.

Hezekiah seeks Isaiah’s help;
God’s deliverance promised

(2 Kin. 19:1–7; 2 Chr. 32:20)

37AND so it was, when King
Hezekiah heard it, that he

tore his clothes, covered himself
with sackcloth, and went into the
house of the LORD.

2Then he sent Eliakim, who was
over the household, Shebna the
scribe, and the elders of the priests,
covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah
the prophet, the son of Amoz.

3And they said to him, “Thus says
Hezekiah: ‘This day is a day of
d trouble and rebuke and blasphe-
my; for the children have come to
birth, but there is no strength to
bring them forth.

4‘It may be that the LORD your
God will hear the words of the Rab-
shakeh, whom his master the king
of Assyria has sent to ereproach the
living God, and will rebuke the
words which the LORD your God has
fheard. Therefore lift up your prayer
for the remnant that is left.’ ”

5So the servants of King Hezekiah
came to Isaiah.

6And Isaiah said to them, “Thus
you shall say to your master, g‘Thus
says the LORD: “Do not be afraid of
the words which you have heard,
with which the servants of the king
of Assyria have blasphemed Me.

7“Surely I will send a spirit upon
him, and he shall hear a rumor and
return to his own land; and I will
cause him to fall by the sword in his
own land.” ’ ”

Sennacherib’s blasphemous letter
(2 Kin. 19:8–13; 2 Chr. 32:17–19)
8Then the Rabshakeh returned,

and found the king of Assyria war-

11Then Eliakim, Shebna, and Joah
said to the Rabshakeh, “Please speak
to your servants in Aramaic, for we
understand it; and do not speak to
us in Hebrew* in the hearing of the
people who are on the wall.”

12But the Rabshakeh said, “Has
my master sent me to your master
and to you to speak these words,
and not to the men who sit on the
wall, who will eat and drink their
own waste with you?”

13Then the Rabshakeh stood and
called out with a loud voice in He-
brew, and said, “Hear the words of
the great king, the king of Assyria!

14“Thus says the king: ‘Do not let
Hezekiah deceive you, for he will
not be able to deliver you;

15‘nor let Hezekiah make you
trust in the LORD, saying, “The LORD
will surely deliver us; this city will
not be given into the hand of the
king of Assyria.” ’

16“Do not listen to Hezekiah; for
thus says the king of Assyria: ‘Make
peace with me by a present and
come out to me; and every one of
you eat from his own vine aand
every one from his own fig tree, and
every one of you drink the waters of
his own cistern;

17‘until I come and take you away
to a land like your own land, a land
of grain and new wine, a land of
bread and vineyards.

18‘Beware lest Hezekiah persuade
you, saying, “The LORD will deliver
us.” Has any one of the bgods of the
nations delivered its land from the
hand of the king of Assyria?

19‘Where are the gods of Hamath
and Arpad? Where are the gods of
Sepharvaim? Indeed, have they de-
livered cSamaria from my hand?

20‘Who among all the gods of
these lands have delivered their
countries from my hand, that the
LORD should deliver Jerusalem from
my hand?’ ”

21But they held their peace and
answered him not a word; for the
king’s commandment was, “Do not
answer him.”

37:3

d Is. 22:5; 26:16;
33:2

37:4

e Is. 36:15,18,20

f Cp. Ezek. 35:12-
13

37:6

g Cp. Is. 7:3-8;
26:4; 30:15;
31:3

36:16

a Cp. Zech. 3:10

36:18

b 2 Kin. 19:12; Is.
37:12

36:19

c 2 Kin. 17:6

958 ISAIAH 36:11—37:8

*36:11 Literally Judean

36:22 torn. That is, by their own hands.
37:1 Second Kings 19 is a parallel account with Is. 37.

37:3 blasphemy. Or reproach for provocation.
37:4 left. Literally found.



ring against Libnah, for he heard
that he had departed from Lachish.

9And the king heard concerning
Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, “He has
come out to make war with you.”
So when he heard it, he sent mes-
sengers to Hezekiah, saying,

10“Thus you shall speak to Heze-
kiah king of Judah, saying: ‘Do not
let your God in whom you trust de-
ceive you, saying, “Jerusalem shall
not be given into the hand of the
king of Assyria.”

11‘Look! You have heard what the
kings of Assyria have done to all
lands by utterly destroying them;
and shall you be delivered?

12‘Have the agods of the nations
delivered those whom my fathers
have destroyed, Gozan and Haran
and Rezeph, and the people of Eden
who were in Telassar?

13‘Where is the king of Hamath,
the king of Arpad, and the king of
the city of Sepharvaim, Hena, and
bIvah?’ ”

Hezekiah’s prayer in the temple
(2 Kin. 19:14–19; 2 Chr. 32:20)

14And Hezekiah received the let-
ter from the hand of the messen-
gers, and read it; and Hezekiah
went up to the house of the LORD,
and spread it before the LORD.

15Then Hezekiah cprayed to the
LORD, saying:

16“O LORD of hosts, God of Israel,
the One who dwells between the
cherubim, You are God, You dalone,
of all the kingdoms of the earth. You
have made heaven and earth.

17e“Incline Your ear, O LORD, and
hear; open Your eyes, O LORD, and
see; and fhear all the words of Sen-
nacherib, which he has sent to re-
proach the living God.

18“Truly, LORD, the kings of Assyr-
ia have laid waste all the nations
and their glands,

19“and have cast their gods into
the fire; for they were hnot gods,
but the work of men’s hands—
wood and stone. Therefore they de-
stroyed them.

37:20

i Is. 33:22

j Ps. 83:18

37:26

k Is. 25:1; 40:21;
45:21

37:12

a Is. 36:18-19; cp.
Is. 10:9-11

37:13

b 2 Kin. 18:34;
19:13

37:15

c Bible prayers
(OT): vv. 14-20;
Is. 38:3. (Gen.
15:2; Hab. 3:1,
note)

37:16

d Is. 43:10-11

37:17

e Dan. 9:18

f Ps. 74:22

37:18

g 2 Kin. 15:29;
16:9; 17:24

37:19

h Is. 40:19-20
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20“Now therefore, O LORD our

God, isave us from his hand, that all
the kingdoms of the earth may
jknow that You are the LORD, You
alone.”

God’s second answer through
Isaiah (2 Kin. 19:20–34)

21Then Isaiah the son of Amoz
sent to Hezekiah, saying, “Thus says
the LORD God of Israel, ‘Because you
have prayed to Me against Sen-
nacherib king of Assyria,

22‘this is the word which the
LORD has spoken concerning him:

“The virgin, the daughter of
Zion,

Has despised you, laughed you
to scorn;

The daughter of Jerusalem
Has shaken her head behind

your back!
23“Whom have you reproached

and blasphemed?
Against whom have you raised

your voice,
And lifted up your eyes on

high?
Against the Holy One of Israel.

24 By your servants you have
reproached the Lord,

And said, ‘By the multitude of
my chariots

I have come up to the height of
the mountains,

To the limits of Lebanon;
I will cut down its tall cedars
And its choice cypress trees;
I will enter its farthest height,
To its fruitful forest.

25 I have dug and drunk water,
And with the soles of my feet I

have dried up
All the brooks of defense.’

26“Did you not hear klong ago
How I made it,
From ancient times that I

formed it?
Now I have brought it to pass,
That you should be
For crushing fortified cities into

heaps of ruins.

37:10 trust. Trust is the characteristic OT word for the
NT “faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the OT,
and is the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to take

refuge (Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps. 22:8).
37:13 Ivah. Or Avva, 2 Kin. 17:24.
37:25 brooks. Probably the rivers of Egypt.



Nor build a siege mound
against it.

34 By the way that he came,
By the same shall he return;
And he shall not come into this

city,’
Says the LORD.

35 ‘For I will edefend this city, to
save it

For My own sake and for My
servant fDavid’s sake.’ ”

185,000 Assyrians killed by God;
Sennacherib murdered

(2 Kin. 19:35–37; 2 Chr. 32:21)
36Then the gangel of the LORD

went out, and hkilled in the camp
of the Assyrians one hundred and
eighty-five thousand; and when
people arose early in the morning,
there were the corpses—all dead.

37So Sennacherib king of Assyria
departed and went away, returned
home, and remained at Nineveh.

38Now it came to pass, as he was
worshiping in the house of Nisroch
his god, that his sons Adrammelech
and Sharezer struck him down with
the sword; and they escaped into
the land of iArarat. Then jEsarhad-
don his son reigned in his place.

Hezekiah’s healing
(2 Kin. 20:1–11; 2 Chr. 32:24–30)

38IN those days Hezekiah was
sick and near death. And Isa-

iah the prophet, the son of Amoz,
went to him and said to him, “Thus
says the LORD: ‘Set your house in or-
der, for you shall die and not live.’ ”

2Then Hezekiah turned his face
toward the wall, and kprayed to the
LORD,

3and said, “Remember now, O
LORD, I lpray, how I have walked be-
fore You in truth and with a mloyal
heart, and have done what is good
in Your nsight.” And Hezekiah wept
bitterly.

27 Therefore their inhabitants had
little power;

They were dismayed and
confounded;

They were as the grass of the
field

And the green herb,
As the grass on the housetops
And grain blighted before it is

grown.
28“But I know your dwelling place,

Your going out and your coming
in,

And your rage against Me.
29 Because your rage against Me

and your tumult
Have come up to My ears,

aTherefore I will put My hook in
your nose

And My bridle in your lips,
And I will bturn you back
By the way which you came.” ’

30“This shall be a sign to you:

You shall eat this year such as
grows of itself,

And the second year what
springs from the same;

Also in the third year sow and
reap,

Plant vineyards and eat the
fruit of them.

31 And the remnant who have
escaped of the house of
Judah

Shall again take root downward,
And bear fruit upward.

32 For out of Jerusalem shall go a
cremnant,

And those who escape from
Mount Zion.

The dzeal of the LORD of hosts
will do this.

33“Therefore thus says the LORD
concerning the king of Assyria:

‘He shall not come into this city,
Nor shoot an arrow there,
Nor come before it with shield,

37:35

e Is. 31:5; 38:6

f 1 Kin. 11:13

37:36

g Angel (of the
LORD): v. 36; Is.
63:9. (Gen.
16:7; Judg. 2:1,
note)

h Miracles (OT): v.
36; 38:8; Dan.
3:26. (Gen.
5:24; Jon. 1:17,
note)

37:38

i See Gen. 8:4

j Ezra 4:2

38:2

k Cp. Is. 37:15

38:3

l Bible prayers
(OT): v. 3; Jer.
14:7. (Gen.
15:2; Hab. 3:1,
note)

m See Phil. 3:12,
note

n 2 Kin. 18:3

37:29

a Is. 30:28; Ezek.
38:4

b Ezek. 38:4; 39:2

37:32

c Remnant: v. 32;
Is. 46:3. (Is. 1:9;
Rom. 11:5,
note)

d 2 Kin. 19:31; 
Is. 9:7

960 ISAIAH 37:27—38:3

37:27 had little power. Literally were short of hand.
37:28 dwelling. Literally sitting.
37:37 Nineveh was one of the greatest cities of ancient

times. So large was its metropolitan area that it would take
three days to go through it. This statement in Jonah was
much questioned before the rise of modern archaeology.
Excavations in Mesopotamia have fully confirmed the
statements in Jonah, Nahum, and other parts of the OT

about the greatness of Nineveh. Yet in 612 B.C. Nineveh
was so completely destroyed by its enemies that even its
location was forgotten. See Jon. 3:4, note.

38:1 Second Kings 20:1-19 is a parallel account to Is.
38—39. Hezekiah was sick. Hezekiah’s illness (chs. 38—
39) took place prior to the events of chs. 36—37. See
2 Kin. 18:7, note.



4And the word of the LORD came
to Isaiah, saying,

5“Go and tell Hezekiah, ‘Thus
says the LORD, the God of David
your father: “I have heard your
prayer, I have seen your tears; surely
I will add to your days afifteen years.

6“I will deliver you and this city
from the hand of the king of Assyr-
ia, and I will bdefend this city.” ’

7“And this is the sign to you from
the LORD, that the LORD will do this
thing which He has spoken:

8“Behold, I will bring the shadow
on the sundial, which has gone
down with the sun on the csundial
of Ahaz, dten degrees backward.”
So the sun returned ten degrees on
the dial by which it had gone down.

9This is the writing of Hezekiah
king of Judah, when he had been
sick and had recovered from his
sickness:
10 I said,

“In the eprime of my life
I shall go to the gates of fSheol;
I am deprived of the remainder

of my years.”
11 I said,

“I shall not see YAH,
The LORD* in the land of the

living;
I shall observe man no more

among the inhabitants of
the world.*

12 My life span is gone,
Taken from me like a

shepherd’s gtent;
I have cut off my life like a

weaver.
He cuts me off from the loom;

38:15

h Cp. 1 Kin. 21:27

38:17

i Forgiveness: v.
17; Is. 44:22.
(Lev. 4:20; Matt.
26:28, note)

38:5

a Cp. 2 Kin.
18:2,13

38:6

b Is. 37:35

38:8

c Cp. Josh. 10:12-
14

d Miracles (OT): v.
8; Dan. 3:26.
(Gen. 5:24; Jon.
1:17, note)

38:10

e Cp. Ps. 102:24

f See Hab. 2:5,
note; cp. Luke
16:23, note

38:12

g Cp. 2 Cor. 5:1;
2 Pet. 1:13-14
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From day until night You make

an end of me.
13 I have considered until

morning—
Like a lion,
So He breaks all my bones;
From day until night You make

an end of me.
14 Like a crane or a swallow, so I

chattered;
I mourned like a dove;
My eyes fail from looking

upward.
O LORD,* I am oppressed;
Undertake for me!

15“What shall I say?
He has both spoken to me,*
And He Himself has done it.
I shall walk hcarefully all my

years
In the bitterness of my soul.

16 O Lord, by these things men
live;

And in all these things is the
life of my spirit;

So You will restore me and
make me live.

17 Indeed it was for my own peace
That I had great bitterness;
But You have lovingly delivered

my soul from the pit of
corruption,

For You have cast all my sins
behind Your iback.

*38:11 Hebrew YAH, YAH * Following some
Hebrew manuscripts; Masoretic Text and Vulgate
read rest; Septuagint omits among the inhabitants of
the world; Targum reads land. *38:14 Following
Bomberg; Masoretic Text and Dead Sea Scrolls read
Lord. *38:15 Following Masoretic Text and
Vulgate; Dead Sea Scrolls and Targum read And
shall I say to Him; Septuagint omits first half of this
verse.

David: beloved. The youngest son of Jesse. He was a
man after God’s own heart who was the greatest king
of Israel.

38:8 ten degrees backward. Scoffers have suggested
that it would be impossible for the earth to reverse its rota-

tion and that, furthermore, such reversal would destroy the
world. This was a miracle, of course. The Creator is not
limited by the natural laws that He instituted.

38:9 writing of Hezekiah. Verses 10–20 contain the
only extant narrative in the OT written by a king of Judah
after the time of Solomon.

38:8 MIRACLES RECORDED BY THE PROPHETS

Miracle Recorded by Reference
Assyrian army defeated; 185,000 men killed by an angel Isaiah 2 Kings 19:35; Isaiah 37:36
Hezekiah recovers from illness Isaiah 2 Kings 20:9–11; Isaiah 38:7–9
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego delivered from the fiery furnace Daniel Daniel 3:19–27
Daniel delivered from the lions’ den Daniel Daniel 6:16–23
Jonah delivered from the belly of the great fish Jonah Jonah 2:1–10



seen in your house?” So Hezekiah
answered, “They have seen all that
is in my house; there is nothing
among my treasures that I have not
shown them.”

5Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah,
“Hear the word of the LORD of hosts:

6‘Behold, the days are coming
when all that is in your house, and
what your fathers have accumulat-
ed until this day, shall be hcarried to
Babylon; nothing shall be left,’ says
the LORD.

7‘And they shall take away some
of your isons who will descend from
you, whom you will beget; and they
shall be eunuchs in the palace of the
king of Babylon.’ ”

8So Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “The
word of the LORD which you have
spoken is good!” For he said, “At
least there will be peace and truth
in my days.”

V. The Greatness and Transcendence
of God, 40—48

The prophet’s new message

40“COMFORT, yes, comfort
My people!”

Says your God.
2“Speak comfort to Jerusalem,

and cry out to her,
That her warfare is ended,
That her iniquity is pardoned;
For she has received from the

LORD’S hand
Double for all her sins.”

The mission of John the Baptist
(cp. Matt. 3:3)

3 The jvoice of one crying in the
wilderness:

“Prepare the way of the LORD;
Make straight in the desert*

18 For aSheol cannot bthank You,
cDeath cannot praise You;
Those who go down to the pit

cannot hope for Your truth.
19 The living, the living man, he

shall praise You,
As I do this day;
The father shall make known

Your truth to the children.
20“The LORD was ready to save me;

Therefore we will sing my songs
with stringed instruments

All the days of our life, in the
house of the LORD.”

21Now dIsaiah had said, “Let
them take a lump of figs, and apply
it as a poultice on the boil, and he
shall recover.”

22And eHezekiah had said, “What
is the sign that I shall go up to the
house of the LORD?”

Hezekiah imprudently reveals
defenses; Babylonian captivity foretold

(2 Kin. 20:12–19; 2 Chr. 32:31)

39AT that time Merodach-Bala-
dan* the son of Baladan, king

of Babylon, sent letters and a pres-
ent to Hezekiah, for he heard that
he had been sick and had recovered.

2And Hezekiah was pleased with
them, and showed them the house
of his treasures—the silver and
gold, the spices and precious oint-
ment, and all his armory—all that
was found among his f treasures.
There was nothing in his house or
in all his dominion that Hezekiah
did not show them.

3Then Isaiah the prophet went to
King Hezekiah, and said to him,
“What did these men say, and from
where did they come to you?” So
Hezekiah said, “They came to me
from a gfar country, from Babylon.”

4And he said, “What have they

39:6

h 2 Kin. 24:13;
25:13-15; Jer.
20:5

39:7

i Dan. 1:3-4

40:3

j vv. 3-5; Mark
1:3; Luke 3:4-6;
John 1:23

38:18

a See Hab. 2:5,
note; cp. Luke
16:23, note

b Ps. 115:17

c See Eccl. 9:10,
note

38:21

d 2 Kin. 20:7

38:22

e 2 Kin. 20:8

39:2

f 2 Chr. 36:18

39:3

g Deut. 28:49; Jer.
5:15

962 ISAIAH 38:18—40:3

*39:1 Spelled Berodach-Baladan in 2 Kings 20:12
*40:3 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and
Vulgate; Septuagint omits in the desert.

39:1 Second Kings 20:1-19 is a parallel account to Is.
38—39.

40:1 The section of Isaiah which runs from 40:1 to 56:8
looks at Israel in exile and promises deliverance through
Cyrus (e.g. 41:2,25; 44:28; 45:1–4; 46:11; 48:14–15). Min-
gled with the promise of deliverance is constantly increas-
ing recognition of the fact that the exile is only the neces-
sary result of Israel’s sin (e.g. 42:19–25; 43:22–28; etc.).
Therefore, unless this problem is satisfactorily dealt with,
other captivities will inevitably follow. God promises that

He will send His Servant to take away sin and to bring light
to all the world (e.g. 42:1–7; 49:1–6; 52:13—53:12). The
full view of the redemptive sufferings of Christ in Is.
52:13—53:12 leads to the evangelical strain so prominent
in this part of Isaiah (e.g. 44:22–23; 55:1–3,6–7). Isaiah
also predicts Israel’s return in the end time (compare Is.
11:12; 43:1–7; 51:11,21–23; 52:1; 54:6–10; 60:15–22;
61:7–9; 65:18–25).

40:2 comfort. Literally to the heart of. warfare. That
is, hard or forced service.



A highway for our God.
4 Every valley shall be exalted

And every mountain and hill
brought low;

The crooked places shall be
made straight

And the rough places smooth;
5 The aglory of the LORD shall be

revealed,
And all flesh shall see it

together;
For the mouth of the LORD has

spoken.”

The greatness of God and man’s
insignificance

6 The voice said, “Cry out!”
And he* said, “What shall I cry?”

“All flesh is bgrass,
And all its loveliness is like the

flower of the field.
7 The grass withers, the flower

fades,

40:9

c Kingdom (OT):
vv. 9-11; Is.
62:10. (Gen.
1:26; Zech.
12:8, note)

40:5

a Is. 35:2

40:6

b vv. 6-8; James
1:10; 1 Pet.
1:24-25

ISAIAH 40:4–10 963
Because the breath of the LORD

blows upon it;
Surely the people are grass.

8 The grass withers, the flower
fades,

But the word of our God stands
forever.”

9 O Zion,
You who bring good tidings,
Get up into the high mountain;
O cJerusalem,
You who bring good tidings,
Lift up your voice with strength,
Lift it up, be not afraid;
Say to the cities of Judah,

“Behold your God!”
10 Behold, the Lord GOD shall

come with a strong hand,
And His arm shall rule for Him;
Behold, His reward is with

Him,
*40:6 Following Masoretic Text and Targum; Dead
Sea Scrolls, Septuagint, and Vulgate read I.

40:9 You who bring good tidings. In the Septuagint
the clause, “who brings good tidings,” is expressed by
euaggelizō (also 41:27; 52:7; 60:6; 61:1), which in the
NT is the verb often used for declaring good tidings, or

preaching the Gospel (e.g. Luke 1:19; 7:22; 8:1; Acts 8:4;
10:36; 15:35; Rom. 1:15; 1 Cor. 15:2; etc.). Our words
“evangelize” and “evangelism” are derived from this
Greek verb.

AUTHORSHIP OF ISAIAH

Since the last part of the book never predicts exile, but speaks of it as if already present while promising deliverance,
the theory has been advanced that it was not written by Isaiah but by a later unknown writer (sometimes referred to
as Second Isaiah), writing shortly before the end of the exile. In support of this position it has been asserted that the lit-
erary style and theological viewpoint are different from those of the original Isaiah. Yet the similarities in style and vo-
cabulary are far greater than the differences; in fact, Isaiah’s style is distinctive. The alleged variations of theological
viewpoint are never actual contradictions, but merely differences of emphasis. Such alterations of style and of theo-
logical emphasis as exist are only what would be expected, in view of the difference in the subjects discussed. There
are really only two strong arguments for a difference of authorship: (1) the fact that the name of Cyrus is mentioned a
century before his time; and (2) the fact that the exile is assumed rather than predicted.

The first of these is not a difficulty to one who believes in predictive prophecy. In fact, Josiah’s name was predict-
ed nearly three hundred years before his time (1 Kin. 13:2).

As to the second argument, assumption by a prophet of the standpoint of a future situation is not limited to these
chapters, but is found also in other portions of the prophetic books (e.g. Is. 9:2–4; Mic. 4:9—5:1).

Before Isaiah died, the northern kingdom had already been in exile for some time, and the continuing sin of Judah
made its eventual exile absolutely certain. Isaiah and his godly followers would feel almost as if they too were already
in exile. Under these circumstances it is not at all strange that the Spirit of God should lead him to assume the stand-
point of the exile and to give his followers a message of deliverance that was also ideally suited to revive the spirits
and encourage the faith of the godly during the exile.

The unity of Isaiah is made certain by the fact that the NT ascribes to Isaiah quotations from each of the main por-
tions of the book. Thus in John 12:37–41 citations from Is. 53 and Is. 6 are both ascribed to Isaiah.

Starting from the mistaken belief in different authorship of the first and last parts of Isaiah, those who have accept-
ed this position have generally gone on to use similar arguments from vocabulary and viewpoint to divide the last part
into two, which they call Second Isaiah and Third Isaiah, and then still further to subdivide each of these, as well as
the first part of the book, separating the whole into a mosaic which is thought to be the work of a multiplicity of au-
thors, writing over a period of several centuries. But there is no compelling evidence for rejecting the view of the NT
writers, that the whole book is the work of Isaiah the son of Amoz (Is. 1:1).



Chooses a tree that will not rot;
He seeks for himself a skillful

workman
To prepare a carved image that

will not totter.
21 hHave you not known?

Have you not heard?
Has it not been told you from

the beginning?
Have you not understood from

the foundations of the
earth?

22 It is He who sits above the
circle of the earth,

And its inhabitants are like
grasshoppers,

Who istretches out the heavens
like a curtain,

And spreads them out like a
jtent to dwell in.

23 kHe brings the princes to
nothing;

He makes the judges of the
earth useless.

24 Scarcely shall they be planted,
Scarcely shall they be sown,
Scarcely shall their stock take

root in the earth,
When He will also blow on

them,
And they will wither,
And the whirlwind will take

them away like stubble.
25“To l whom then will you liken

Me,
Or to whom shall I be equal?”

says the Holy One.
26 Lift up your eyes on high,

And see who has created these
things,

Who brings out their host by
number;

He mcalls them all by name,
By the greatness of His might
And the strength of His power;
Not one is missing.

27 nWhy do you say, O Jacob,
And speak, O Israel:

“My way is hidden from the
LORD,

And His work before Him.
11 He will feed His flock like a

ashepherd;
He will gather the lambs with

His arm,
And carry them in His bbosom,
And gently lead those who are

with young.
12 Who has measured the waters*

in the hollow of His hand,
Measured heaven with a span
And calculated the dust of the

earth in a measure?
Weighed the mountains in

scales
And the hills in a balance?

13 Who has cdirected the dSpirit
of the LORD,

Or as His counselor has taught
Him?

14 With whom did He take counsel,
and who instructed Him,

And taught Him in the path of
justice?

Who etaught Him knowledge,
And showed Him the way of

understanding?
15 Behold, the nations are as a

drop in a bucket,
And are counted as the small

dust on the scales;
Look, He lifts up the isles as a

very little thing.
16 And Lebanon is not sufficient

to burn,
Nor its beasts sufficient for a

burnt offering.
17 All nations before Him are as

fnothing,
And they are counted by Him

less than nothing and
worthless.

18 To whom then will you gliken
God?

Or what likeness will you
compare to Him?

19 The workman molds an image,
The goldsmith overspreads it

with gold,
And the silversmith casts silver

chains.
20 Whoever is too impoverished

for such a contribution

40:21

h Ps. 19:1; Acts
14:17; Rom.
1:19-20

40:22

i Job 9:8; Ps.
104:2; Is. 42:5;
44:24; Jer.
10:12

j Ps. 19:4

40:23

k Ps. 107:40; cp.
1 Cor. 1:26-29

40:25

l v. 18; Deut.
4:15

40:26

m Ps. 147:4

40:27

n Is. 54:7-8

40:11

a Cp. John
10:11,14-16;
Heb. 13:20;
1 Pet. 2:25; 5:4

b Cp. Num. 11:12

40:13

c Rom. 11:34;
1 Cor. 2:16

d Holy Spirit (OT):
v. 13; Is. 42:1.
(Gen. 1:2; Zech.
12:10, note)

40:14

e Job 36:22-23

40:17

f Dan. 4:35

40:18

g v. 25; Is. 46:5;
Acts 17:29

964 ISAIAH 40:11–27

*40:12 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and
Vulgate; Dead Sea Scrolls read waters of the sea;
Targum reads waters of the world.

40:22 circle of the earth. Many hold that this verse alludes to the sphericity of the earth. Compare Job 9:8; Ps. 104:2;
Is. 42:5; 44:24; Jer. 10:12.



And amy just claim is passed
over by my God”?

28 Have you not known?
Have you not heard?
The everlasting God, the LORD,
The Creator of the ends of the

earth,
Neither faints nor is weary.
His bunderstanding is

unsearchable.
29 He gives power to the weak,

And to those who have no might
He increases strength.

30 Even the youths shall faint and
be weary,

And the young men shall
utterly fall,

31 But those who cwait on the
LORD

Shall drenew their strength;
They shall mount up with

wings like eagles,
They shall run and not be

weary,
They shall walk and not faint.

The living God taunts lifeless idols

41“KEEP silence before Me,
O coastlands,

And let the people renew their
strength!

Let them come near, then let
them speak;

Let us ecome near together for
judgment.

2“Who raised up fone from the
east?

Who in righteousness called
him to His gfeet?

Who gave the nations before
him,

41:4

h Rev. 1:8,17;
22:13

i Is. 43:10; 44:6

41:7

j Is. 44:13

k Is. 40:19

41:8

l 2 Chr. 20:7;
James 2:23

40:27

a Job 34:5

40:28

b Eccl. 11:5; Rom.
11:33

40:31

c Is. 30:15; 49:23

d Ps. 103:5

41:1

e Is. 1:18

41:2

f Is. 45:1,13

g Cp. Judg. 4:10
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And made him rule over kings?
Who gave them as the dust to

his sword,
As driven stubble to his bow?

3 Who pursued them, and passed
safely

By the way that he had not
gone with his feet?

4 Who has performed and done it,
Calling the generations from

the beginning?
‘I, the LORD, am the first;
And with the hlast I am iHe.’ ”

5 The coastlands saw it and feared,
The ends of the earth were

afraid;
They drew near and came.

6 Everyone helped his neighbor,
And said to his brother,
Be of good courage!”

7 So the jcraftsman encouraged
the kgoldsmith;

He who smooths with the
hammer inspired him who
strikes the anvil,

Saying, “It is ready for the
soldering”;

Then he fastened it with pegs,
That it might not totter.

8“But you, Israel, are My servant,
Jacob whom I have chosen,
The descendants of Abraham

My lfriend.
9 You whom I have taken from

the ends of the earth,
And called from its farthest

regions,
And said to you,

‘You are My servant,
I have chosen you and have not

cast you away:

41:2 one from the east. This verse predicts the coming
of the Persian conqueror Cyrus, whose victories and rapid
growth in power are ascribed to the providence of God.
Cyrus came from the region to the northeast. Hence he is
sometimes spoken of as coming from the east, sometimes
from the north. Here he is called “one from the east,” in v.
25, “one from the north.” In 46:11 the emphasis is on
God’s work: “calling a bird of prey from the east.” See also
41:25; 44:28; 45:1–4; 46:11; and 48:14–15.

41:8 My servant. Three servants of the LORD are men-
tioned in Isaiah: (1) David (Is. 37:35); (2) Israel the nation
(Is. 41:8–16; 43:1–10; 44:1–8,21; 45:4; 48:20); and
(3) Messiah (42:1–12; ch. 49 in full, but observe especially
vv. 5–7, where the Servant Christ restores the servant na-
tion; 50:4–6; 52:13–15; 53:1–12). Israel the nation was a
faithless servant but, restored and converted, will yet

“thresh the mountains.” Against the Servant Christ no
charge of unfaithfulness or failure is brought. See Is. 42:1,
note.

Jacob: supplanter. The younger son of Isaac and Re-
bekah who tricked his brother Esau into selling him
his birthright. He deceived his father in order to re-
ceive the family blessing. Married Leah and Rachel.
Had twelve sons by his wives and concubines. Also
referred to as Israel.

Abraham: of a great multitude. A man chosen by God
to become the father of the great nation Israel. God
promised Abraham that he would have descendants
as numerous as the stars in the heavens. Abraham was
revered throughout generations for his great faith.



And the dry land springs of
water.

19 I will plant in the wilderness the
cedar and the acacia tree,

The myrtle and the oil tree;
I will set in the gdesert the

cypress tree and the pine
And the box tree together,

20 That they may see and know,
And consider and understand

together,
That the hand of the LORD has

done this,
And the Holy One of Israel has

created it.
21“Present your case,” says the

LORD.
“Bring forth your strong reasons,”

says the hKing of Jacob.
22“Let them bring forth and show

us what will happen;
Let them show the iformer

things, what they were,
That we may consider them,
And know the latter end of

them;
Or declare to us things to come.

23 Show the things that are to
come hereafter,

That we may know that you are
gods;

Yes, do good or do evil,
That we may be dismayed and

see it together.
24 Indeed you are jnothing,

And your work is nothing;
He who chooses you is an

abomination.
25“I have raised up one from the

knorth,
And he shall come;
From the rising of the sun he

shall call on My name;
And he shall come against

princes as though mortar,
As the potter treads clay.

26 Who has declared from the
beginning, that we may
know?

And former times, that we may
say, ‘He is righteous’?

Surely there is no one who
shows,

Surely there is no one who
declares,

10 aFear not, for I am with you;
Be not dismayed, for I am your

God.
I will strengthen you,
Yes, I will help you,
I will uphold you with My

righteous right hand.’
11“Behold, all those who were

incensed against you
Shall be ashamed and disgraced;
They shall be as nothing,
And those who strive with you

shall perish.
12 You shall seek them and not

find them—
Those who contended with you.
Those who war against you
Shall be as nothing,
As a nonexistent thing.

13 For I, the LORD your God, will
hold your right hand,

Saying to you, ‘Fear not, I will
help you.’

14“Fear not, you bworm Jacob,
You men of Israel!
I will help you,” says the LORD
And your cRedeemer, the Holy

One of Israel.
15“Behold, I will make you into a

new threshing sledge with
sharp teeth;

You shall dthresh the mountains
and beat them small,

And make the hills like chaff.
16 You shall winnow them, the

wind shall carry them away,
And the whirlwind shall scatter

them;
You shall rejoice in the LORD,
And glory in the Holy One of

Israel.
17“The poor and needy seek water,

but there is none,
Their tongues fail for thirst.
I, the LORD, will hear them;
I, the God of Israel, will not

eforsake them.
18 I will open rivers in desolate

heights,
And fountains in the midst of

the valleys;
I will make the wilderness a

pool of fwater,

41:19

g Is. 35:1

41:21

h Is. 43:15

41:22

i Is. 43:9

41:24

j Rom. 3:10-20

41:25

k Cp. Is. 14:31;
Jer. 1:13-14

41:10

a Is. 43:1,5; 44:2

41:14

b Job 25:6

c Redemption (re-
deeming relative
type): v. 14; Is.
43:1. (Gen.
48:16; Is. 59:20,
note)

41:15

d Cp. Mic. 4:13

41:17

e Ps. 94:14; Rom.
11:2

41:18

f Is. 43:20; 49:10;
55:1

966 ISAIAH 41:10–26

41:19 oil tree. Perhaps the olive tree. 41:22 consider them. Literally set our heart upon them.



Surely there is no one who
hears your words.

27 The first time I said to Zion,
‘Look, there they are!’
And I will give to Jerusalem one

who brings good atidings.
28 For I looked, and there was no

man;
I looked among them, but there

was no counselor,
Who, when I asked of them,

could answer a word.
29 Indeed they are all worthless;*

Their works are nothing;
Their molded images are wind

and confusion.

Christ, the Servant of the LORD

42“BEHOLD! My Servant
whom I uphold,

My Elect One in whom My soul
delights!

I have put My bSpirit upon
cHim;

He will bring forth justice to
the Gentiles.

2 He will not cry out, nor raise
His voice,

Nor cause His voice to be heard
in the street.

3 A dbruised reed He will not
break,

And smoking flax He will not
quench;

He will bring forth justice for
truth.

4 He will not fail nor be
discouraged,

Till He has established justice
in the earth;

And the coastlands shall wait
for His law.”

5 Thus says God the LORD,
Who created the heavens and

stretched them out,
Who spread forth the earth and

that which comes from it,

42:6

e Is. 49:6; 60:3;
Matt. 4:16; Luke
2:32; Acts
13:47-48; Rom.
9:24-30; 10:19-
20; 11:11-12;
15:9-12

42:11

f Is. 16:1

41:27

a Gospel: v. 27;
Is. 52:7. (Gen.
12:3; Rev. 14:6,
note)

42:1

b Holy Spirit (OT):
v. 1; Is. 44:3.
(Gen. 1:2; Zech.
12:10, note)

c Is. 11:2

42:3

d Christ (first ad-
vent): vv. 1-7; Is.
49:1. (Gen.
3:15; Acts 1:11,
note)
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Who gives breath to the people

on it,
And spirit to those who walk

on it:
6“I, the LORD, have called You in

righteousness,
And will hold Your hand;
I will keep You and give You as

a covenant to the people,
As a light to the eGentiles,

7 To open blind eyes,
To bring out prisoners from the

prison,
Those who sit in darkness from

the prison house.

Israel, chosen, sinning, and chastened
8 I am the LORD, that is My name;

And My glory I will not give to
another,

Nor My praise to carved images.
9 Behold, the former things have

come to pass,
And new things I declare;
Before they spring forth I tell

you of them.”
10 Sing to the LORD a new song,

And His praise from the ends of
the earth,

You who go down to the sea,
and all that is in it,

You coastlands and you
inhabitants of them!

11 Let the wilderness and its cities
lift up their voice,

The villages that Kedar inhabits.
Let the inhabitants of fSela sing,
Let them shout from the top of

the mountains.
12 Let them give glory to the LORD,

And declare His praise in the
coastlands.

13 The LORD shall go forth like a
mighty man;

*41:29 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate;
Dead Sea Scrolls, Syriac, and Targum read nothing;
Septuagint omits the first line.

42:1 Servant. There is a twofold account of the coming
Servant: He is represented (1) as weak, despised, rejected,
slain; and also (2) as a mighty conqueror, taking vengeance
on the nations and restoring Israel (e.g. 40:10; 63:1–4). The
former class of passages relate to the first advent and are
fulfilled; the latter, to the second advent and are unfulfilled.

42:3 smoking flax. That is, a dimly burning wick. Matt.
12:18–21.

42:6 As a light to the Gentiles. The prophets connect

the Gentiles with Christ in a threefold way: (1) As the Light
He brings salvation to the Gentiles (Luke 2:32; Acts
13:47–48), a distinctive feature of the Church Age (Rom.
11:17–24; Eph. 2:11–12). (2) As the Root of Jesse He is to
reign over the Gentiles in His kingdom (Is. 11:10; Rom.
15:12). See Kingdom (OT), Gen. 1:26–28; Zech. 12:8,
note. And (3) believing Gentiles in the present age, togeth-
er with believing Jews, constitute “the church which is His
body” (Eph. 1:22–23). See Eph. 3:6, note.



They are for prey, and no one
delivers;

For plunder, and no one says,
“Restore!”

23 Who among you will give ear to
this?

Who will listen and hear for the
time to come?

24 Who gave Jacob for plunder,
and Israel to the robbers?

Was it not the LORD,
He against whom we have

sinned?
bFor they would not walk in His

ways,
Nor were they obedient to His

law.
25 Therefore He has poured on

him the fury of His anger
And the strength of battle;
It has set him on fire all around,
Yet he cdid not know;
And it burned him,
Yet he did not take it to dheart.

Israel to be redeemed and restored

43BUT now, thus says the
LORD, who created you, 
O Jacob,

And He who formed you, 
O Israel:

“Fear e not, for I have fredeemed
you;

I have called you by your name;
You are gMine.

2 When you pass through the
waters, I will be hwith you;

And through the rivers, they
shall not overflow you.

iWhen you walk through the fire,
you shall not be burned,

Nor shall the flame scorch you.
3 For I am the LORD your God,

The Holy One of Israel, your
Savior;

I gave Egypt for your jransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in your place.

4 Since you were precious in My
sight,

You have been honored,
And I have kloved you;
Therefore I will give men for

you,
And people for your life.

5 lFear not, for I am with you;
I will bring your descendants

from the east,

He shall stir up His zeal like a
man of war.

He shall cry out, yes, shout
aloud;

He shall prevail against His
enemies.

14“I have held My peace a long
time,

I have been still and restrained
Myself.

Now I will cry like a woman in
labor,

I will pant and gasp at once.
15 I will lay waste the mountains

and hills,
And dry up all their vegetation;
I will make the rivers

coastlands,
And I will dry up the pools.

16 I will bring the blind by a way
they did not know;

I will lead them in paths they
have not known.

I will make darkness light
before them,

And crooked places straight.
These things I will do for them,
And not forsake them.

17 They shall be turned back,
They shall be greatly ashamed,
Who trust in carved images,
Who say to the molded images,

‘You are our gods.’
18“Hear, you deaf;

And look, you blind, that you
may see.

19 Who is blind but My servant,
Or deaf as My messenger

whom I send?
Who is blind as he who is

perfect,
And blind as the LORD’S

servant?
20 Seeing many things, but you do

not observe;
Opening the ears, but he does

not hear.”
21 The LORD is well pleased for His

righteousness’ sake;
He will aexalt the law and

make it honorable.
22 But this is a people robbed and

plundered;
All of them are snared in holes,
And they are hidden in prison

houses;
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And agather you from the west;
6 I will say to the bnorth, ‘Give

them up!’
And to the south, ‘Do not keep

them back!’
Bring My sons from afar,
And My daughters from the

ends of the earth—
7 Everyone who is ccalled by My

name,
Whom I have dcreated for My

glory;
I have formed him, yes, I have

made him.”

Israel to be God’s witness
8 Bring out the blind people who

have eyes,
And the edeaf who have ears.

9 Let all the nations be gathered
together,

And let the people be
assembled.

Who among them can declare
this,

And show us fformer things?
Let them bring out their

witnesses, that they may
be justified;

Or let them hear and say, “It is
truth.”

10“You g are My witnesses,” says
the LORD,

“And My servant whom I have
chosen,

That you may know and believe
Me,

And understand that I am He.
hBefore Me there was no God

formed,
Nor shall there be after Me.

11 i I, even I, am the LORD,
And besides Me there is no

savior.
12 I have declared and saved,

I have proclaimed,
And there was no foreign god

among you;
Therefore you are My

witnesses,”
Says the LORD, “that I am God.

13 Indeed before the day was, I
am He;

And there is no one who can
deliver out of My hand;
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I work, and who will jreverse

it?”

Babylon to be destroyed; Israel, forgiven
14 Thus says the LORD, your

Redeemer,
The Holy One of Israel:

“For your sake I will send to
Babylon,

And bring them all down as
fugitives—

The Chaldeans, who rejoice in
their ships.

15 I am the LORD, your Holy One,
The Creator of Israel, your

kKing.”
16 Thus says the LORD, who makes

a lway in the sea
And a path through the mighty

waters,
17 Who brings forth the chariot

and horse,
The army and the power
(they shall lie down together,

they shall not rise;
They are extinguished, they are

quenched like a wick):
18“Do not remember the former

things,
Nor consider the things of old.

19 Behold, I will do a new thing,
Now it shall spring forth;
Shall you not know it?
I will even make a road in the

wilderness
And rivers in the desert.

20 The beast of the field will
honor Me,

The jackals and the ostriches,
Because I give waters in the

wilderness
And rivers in the desert,
To give drink to My people, My

mchosen.
21 This people I have formed for

Myself;
They shall declare My npraise.

22“But you have not called upon
Me, O Jacob;

And you have been oweary of
Me, O Israel.

23 You have not brought Me the
sheep for your burnt
offerings,

Babylon: The capital of the Babylonian Empire locat-
ed on the Euphrates River.

Chaldeans: The people of the region of Chaldea,
located near the Persian Gulf.



Another will call himself by the
name of Jacob;

Another will write with his
hand, ‘The LORD’S,’

And name himself by the name
of Israel.

6“Thus says the LORD, the King of
Israel,

And his gRedeemer, the LORD of
hosts:

‘ Ih am the First and I am the
Last;

Besides Me there is no God.
7 And who can proclaim as I do?

Then let him declare it and set
it in order for Me,

Since I appointed the ancient
people.

And the things that are coming
and shall come,

Let them show these to them.
8 Do not fear, nor be afraid;

Have I not told you from that
time, and declared it?

iYou are My witnesses.
Is there a God besides Me?
Indeed there is no other Rock;
I know not one.’ ”

9 Those who make an image, all
of them are useless,

And their precious things shall
not profit;

They are their own witnesses;
They neither see nor know,

that they may be ashamed.
10 Who would form a god or mold

an image
That profits him jnothing?

11 Surely all his companions
would be ashamed;

And the workmen, they are
mere men.

Let them all be gathered
together,

Let them stand up;
Yet they shall fear,
They shall be ashamed

together.
12 The blacksmith with the tongs

works one in the coals,
Fashions it with hammers,
And works it with the strength

of his arms.

Nor have you honored Me with
your sacrifices.

I have not caused you to serve
with grain offerings,

Nor wearied you with incense.
24 You have bought Me no sweet

cane with money,
Nor have you satisfied Me with

the fat of your sacrifices;
But you have burdened Me

with your sins,
You have awearied Me with

your iniquities.
25“I, even I, am He who bblots out

your transgressions cfor My
own sake;

dAnd I will not remember your
sins.

26 Put Me in remembrance;
Let us contend together;
State your case, that you may

be acquitted.
27 Your first father sinned,

And your mediators have
transgressed against Me.

28 Therefore I will profane the
princes of the sanctuary;

e I will give Jacob to the curse,
And Israel to reproaches.

The promise of the Spirit; the
folly of idolatry

44“YET hear now, O Jacob My
servant,

And Israel whom I have chosen.
2 Thus says the LORD who made

you
And formed you from the

womb, who will help you:
‘Fear not, O Jacob My servant;
And you, Jeshurun, whom I

have chosen.
3 For I will pour water on him

who is thirsty,
And floods on the dry ground;
I will pour My fSpirit on your

descendants,
And My blessing on your

offspring;
4 They will spring up among the

grass
Like willows by the

watercourses.’
5 One will say, ‘I am the LORD’S’;
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Even so, he is hungry, and his
strength fails;

He drinks no water and is faint.
13 The acraftsman stretches out

his rule,
He marks one out with chalk;
He fashions it with a plane,
He marks it out with the

compass,
And makes it like the figure of

a man,
According to the beauty of a

man, that it may remain in
the house.

14 He cuts down cedars for
himself,

And takes the cypress and the
oak;

He secures it for himself among
the trees of the forest.

He plants a pine, and the rain
nourishes it.

15 Then it shall be for a man to
burn,

For he will take some of it and
warm himself;

Yes, he kindles it and bakes
bread;

Indeed he makes a god and
worships it;

He makes it a carved image,
and falls down to it.

16 He burns half of it in the fire;
With this half he eats meat;
He roasts a roast, and is

satisfied.
He even warms himself and

says,
“Ah! I am warm,

I have seen the fire.”
17 And the rest of it he makes into

a god,
His carved image.
He falls down before it and

worships it,
Prays to it and says,

“Deliver me, for you are my
god!”

18 They do not know nor
understand;

For He has bshut their eyes, so
that they cannot see,

And their hearts, so that they
cannot cunderstand.

19 And no one considers in his
heart,
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Nor is there knowledge nor

understanding to say,
“I have burned half of it in the

fire,
Yes, I have also baked bread on

its coals;
I have roasted meat and eaten it;
And shall I make the rest of it

an abomination?
Shall I fall down before a block

of wood?”
20 He feeds on ashes;

A ddeceived heart has turned
him aside;

And he cannot deliver his soul,
Nor say, “Is there not a elie in

my right hand?”

Forgiven Israel to return to their land
21“Remember these, O Jacob,

And Israel, for you are My
fservant;

I have formed you, you are My
servant;

O Israel, you will not be
gforgotten by Me!

22 I have blotted out, like a thick
cloud, your transgressions,

And like a cloud, your sins.
hReturn to Me, for I have

iredeemed you.”
23 Sing, O heavens, for the LORD

has done it!
Shout, you lower parts of the

earth;
Break forth into singing, you

mountains,
O forest, and every tree in it!
For the LORD has jredeemed

Jacob,
And kglorified Himself in Israel.

24 Thus says the LORD, your
lRedeemer,

And He who formed you from
the womb:

“I am the LORD, who makes all
things,

Who stretches out the heavens
all alone,

Who spreads abroad the earth
by Myself;

25 Who mfrustrates the signs of
the babblers,

And drives diviners mad;
Who turns wise men backward,
And makes their knowledge

nfoolishness;



I have named you, though you
have not iknown Me.

Safety and salvation only in the LORD

5 j I am the LORD, and there is no
other;

There is no God besides Me.
I will gird you, though you have

not known Me,
6 kThat they may lknow from the

rising of the sun to its
setting

That there is none besides Me.
I am the LORD, and there is no

other;
7 I form the light and create

darkness,
I make peace and mcreate

calamity;
I, the LORD, do all these things.’

8“Rain down, you heavens, from
above,

And let the skies pour down
righteousness;

Let the earth open, let them
bring forth salvation,

And let righteousness spring up
together.

I, the LORD, have created it.
9“Woe to him who nstrives with

his Maker!
Let the potsherd strive with the

potsherds of the earth!
oShall the clay say to him who

forms it, ‘What are you
making?’

Or shall your handiwork say,
‘He has no hands’?

10 Woe to him who says to his
father, ‘What are you
begetting?’

Or to the woman, ‘What have
you brought forth?’ ”

11 Thus says the LORD,
The Holy One of Israel, and his

Maker:

26 Who confirms the word of His
servant,

And performs the counsel of
His messengers;

Who says to Jerusalem, ‘You
shall be inhabited,’

To the cities of Judah, ‘You shall
be built,’

And I will raise up her waste
places;

27 aWho says to the deep, ‘Be dry!
And I will dry up your rivers’;

The prophecy concerning Cyrus: the
restoration under Ezra and Nehemiah
28 Who says of bCyrus, ‘He is My

shepherd,
And he shall perform all My

pleasure,
Saying to Jerusalem, “You shall

be built,”
And to the ctemple, “Your

foundation shall be laid.” ’

Cyrus will perform God’s will

45“THUS says the LORD to His
anointed,

To dCyrus, whose right hand I
have held—

To subdue nations before him
And eloose the armor of kings,
To open before him the double

doors,
So that the gates will not be shut:

2 ‘ I will go before you
And fmake the crooked places*

straight;
g I will break in pieces the gates

of bronze
And cut the bars of iron.

3 I will give you the treasures of
darkness

And hidden riches of secret
places,

That you may know hthat I, the
LORD,

Who call you by your name,
Am the God of Israel.

4 For Jacob My servant’s sake,
And Israel My elect,
I have even called you by your

name;
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“Ask a Me of things to come
concerning My bsons;

And concerning the cwork of
My hands, you command
Me.

12 I have made the earth,
And created man on it.
I—My hands—stretched out

the heavens,
And all their host I have

commanded.
13 I have raised him up in

drighteousness,
And I will direct all his ways;
He shall build My ecity
And let My exiles go free,
Not for price nor freward,”
Says the LORD of hosts.

Israel’s future restoration will
influence other peoples

14Thus says the LORD:

“The glabor of Egypt and
merchandise of Cush

And of the Sabeans, men of
stature,

Shall come over to you, and
they shall be yours;

They shall walk behind you,
They shall come over in chains;
And they shall bow down to

you.
They will make supplication to

you, saying, ‘Surely God is
in you,

And there is no other;
There is no other God.’ ”
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15 Truly You are God, who hide

Yourself,
O God of Israel, the Savior!

16 They shall be hashamed
And also disgraced, all of them;
They shall go in confusion

together,
Who are makers of idols.

17 iBut Israel shall be saved by the
LORD

With an jeverlasting salvation;
You shall not be ashamed or

kdisgraced
Forever and ever.

18 For thus says the LORD,
Who created the heavens,
Who is God,
Who formed the earth and

made it,
Who has established it,
Who did not create it in vain,
Who formed it to be linhabited:

“I am the LORD, and there is no
other.

19 I have not spoken in secret,
In a dark place of the earth;
I did not say to the seed of Jacob,

‘Seek Me in vain’;
I, the LORD, speak righteousness,
I declare things that are right.

20“Assemble yourselves and come;
Draw near together,
You who have escaped from the

nations.
They have no knowledge,
Who carry the wood of their

carved image,

45:18 DIVINE JUDGMENT

This is one of the Scripture passages that suggest the Divine Judgment interpretation of Gen. 1:1–2 (see Gen. 1:2,
note). This interpretation views the earth as having been created perfect. After an indefinite period of time, possibly in
connection with Satan’s sin of rebellion against the Most High (see notes at Is. 14:12 and Ezek. 28:12), judgment fell
upon the earth and it became “empty” or “waste” (as some translate bohu).

Another indefinite interval elapsed after which “the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters” (Gen.
1:2) in a re-creation of the earth. Some of the arguments for this viewpoint are:

(1) Only the earth, not the universe, is said to have been “without form and void.”
(2) The face of the earth bears the marks of a catastrophe.
(3) The word rendered “was” may also be translated “became,” as indicated above—”became without form and

void.”
(4) The Hebrew expression for “without form and void” (tohu wabohu) is used to describe a condition produced by

divine judgment in the only other two texts where the two words appear in conjunction (Is. 34:11, “emptiness”; Jer.
4:23, “without form and void”).

(5) Such a prehistoric divine judgment would throw some light on Satan’s fall and the peculiar relation he seems to
sustain to the earth. And

(6) this interpretation leaves room for an undetermined period of time between the original creation and divine
judgment. Adam, created after the events of Gen. 1:1–2, was the first man.



Who have been carried from
the womb:

4 Even to your old age, I am He,
And even to gray hairs I will

carry you!
I have made, and I will bear;
Even I will carry, and will

deliver you.
5“To whom will you kliken Me,

and make Me equal
And compare Me, that we

should be alike?
6 They llavish gold out of the bag,

And weigh silver on the scales;
They hire a mgoldsmith, and he

makes it a god;
They prostrate themselves, yes,

they worship.
7 They bear it on the shoulder,

they carry it
And set it in its place, and it

stands;
From its place it shall not move.
Though one cries out to it, yet

it cannot answer
Nor save him out of his trouble.

8“Remember this, and show
yourselves men;

Recall to mind, O you
transgressors.

9 nRemember the former things of
old,

For I am God, and there is ono
other;

I am God, and there is none
like Me,

10 pDeclaring the end from the
beginning,

And from ancient times things
that are not yet done,

Saying, ‘My qcounsel shall
stand,

And I will do all My pleasure,’
11 Calling a bird of prey from the

reast,
The man who sexecutes My

counsel, from a far country.
Indeed I have spoken it;
I will also bring it to pass.
I have purposed it;
I will also do it.

12“Listen to Me, you tstubborn-
hearted,

Who are far from righteousness:
13 I bring My righteousness near,

it shall not be far off;

And pray to a god that cannot
asave.

21 Tell and bring forth your case;
Yes, let them take counsel

together.
Who has bdeclared this from

ancient time?
Who has told it from that time?
Have not I, the LORD?
And there is no other God

besides Me,
A just God and a Savior;
There is none besides Me.

22“Look c to Me, and be saved,
All you ends of the earth!
For I am God, and there is no

other.
23 I have dsworn by Myself;

The word has gone out of My
mouth in righteousness,

And shall not return,
That to Me eevery knee shall

bow,
Every tongue shall ftake an

oath.
24 He shall say,

‘Surely in the LORD I have
grighteousness and
strength.

To Him men shall come,
And all shall be ashamed
Who are incensed against Him.

25 In the LORD all the descendants
of Israel

Shall be justified, and shall
glory.’ ”

The power of God and
the powerlessness of idols

46BEL bows down, Nebo
stoops;

Their idols were on the beasts
and on the cattle.

Your carriages were heavily
loaded,

A burden to the weary beast.
2 They stoop, they bow down

together;
They could not deliver the

burden,
But have themselves gone into

hcaptivity.
3“Listen to Me, O house of Jacob,

And all the iremnant of the
house of Israel,

Who have been jupheld by Me
from birth,
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My salvation shall not linger.
And I will place salvation in

Zion,
For Israel My glory.

Judgment on Babylon

47“COME down and sit in the
dust,

O virgin daughter of aBabylon;
Sit on the ground without a

throne,
O daughter of the Chaldeans!
For you shall no more be called
Tender and delicate.

2 Take the millstones and grind
meal.

Remove your veil,
Take off the skirt,
Uncover the thigh,
Pass through the rivers.

3 Your nakedness shall be
uncovered,

Yes, your shame will be seen;
I will take vengeance,
And I will not arbitrate with a

man.”
4 As for our bRedeemer, the LORD

of hosts is His name,
The Holy One of Israel.

5“Sit in silence, and go into
darkness,

O daughter of the Chaldeans;
For you shall no longer be

called
The Lady of cKingdoms.

6 I was dangry with My people;
I have profaned My inheritance,
And given them into your hand.
You showed them no mercy;
On the elderly you laid your

eyoke very heavily.
7 And you said, ‘I shall be a lady

forever,’
So that you did not take these

things to fheart,
Nor remember the latter end of

them.
8“Therefore hear this now, you

who are given to pleasures,
Who dwell securely,
Who say in your heart,

‘ I am, and there is no one else
besides me;

I shall not sit as a widow,
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Nor shall I know the loss of

children’;
9 But these two things shall come

to you
In a gmoment, in one day:
The loss of children, and

widowhood.
They shall come upon you in

their fullness
Because of the multitude of

your sorceries,
For the great abundance of your

enchantments.
10“For you have htrusted in your

wickedness;
You have said, ‘No one isees

me’;
Your wisdom and your

knowledge have warped
you;

And you have said in your heart,
‘ I am, and there is no one else

besides me.’
11 Therefore evil shall come upon

you;
You shall not know from where

it arises.
And trouble shall fall upon you;
You will not be able to put it off.
And jdesolation shall come

upon you ksuddenly,
Which you shall not know.

12“Stand now with your
enchantments

And the multitude of your
sorceries,

In which you have labored
from your youth—

Perhaps you will be able to
profit,

Perhaps you will prevail.
13 You are wearied in the

multitude of your counsels;
lLet now the astrologers, the

stargazers,
And the monthly prognosticators
Stand up and save you
From what shall come upon

you.
14 Behold, they shall be as

mstubble,
The fire shall nburn them;
They shall not deliver

themselves
From the power of the flame;

47:14 themselves. Literally their souls.



7 They are created now and not
from the beginning;

And before this day you have
not heard them,

Lest you should say, ‘Of course
I knew them.’

8 Surely you did not hear,
Surely you did not know;
Surely from long ago your ear

was not opened.
For I knew that you would deal

very treacherously,
And were called a transgressor

from the fwomb.
9“For My name’s gsake I will

defer My anger,
And for My praise I will

restrain it from you,
So that I do not cut you off.

10 Behold, I have hrefined you,
but not as silver;

I have tested you in the
ifurnace of affliction.

11 For My own jsake, for My own
sake, I will do it;

For how should My name be
kprofaned?

And I will not give My glory to
another.

12“Listen to Me, O Jacob,
And Israel, My called:
I am He, I am the lFirst,
I am also the Last.

13 Indeed My hand has laid the
foundation of the earth,

And My right hand has
stretched out the heavens;

When I call to them,
They stand up together.

14“All of you, assemble yourselves,
and hear!

Who among them has declared
these things?

The LORD loves him;
He shall do His pleasure on

mBabylon,
And His arm shall be against

the Chaldeans.
15 I, even I, have spoken;

Yes, I have ncalled him,
I have brought him, and his

way will prosper.
16“Come near to Me, hear this:

I have not spoken in secret
from the beginning;

It shall not be a coal to be
warmed by,

Nor a fire to sit before!
15 Thus shall they be to you

With whom you have labored,
Your merchants from your

youth;
They shall wander each one to

his quarter.
No one shall save you.

Israel reminded of God’s promises

48“HEAR this, O house of
Jacob,

Who are called by the name of
Israel,

And have come forth from the
wellsprings of Judah;

Who swear by the name of the
LORD,

And make mention of the God
of Israel,

But anot in truth or in
righteousness;

2 For they call themselves after
the holy city,

And blean on the God of Israel;
The LORD of hosts is His name:

3“I have cdeclared the former
things from the beginning;

They went forth from My
mouth, and I caused them
to hear it.

Suddenly I did them, and they
came to pass.

4 Because I knew that you were
obstinate,

And your neck was an iron
sinew,

And your brow dbronze,
5 Even from the beginning I have

declared it to you;
Before it came to pass I

proclaimed it to you,
Lest you should say, ‘My idol

has done ethem,
And my carved image and my

molded image
Have commanded them.’

6“You have heard;
See all this.
And will you not declare it?
I have made you hear new

things from this time,
Even hidden things, and you

did not know them.
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From the time that it was, I
was there.

And now the aLord GOD and
His bSpirit

Have* sent Me.”
17 Thus says the LORD, your

cRedeemer,
The Holy One of Israel:

“I am the LORD your God,
Who dteaches you to profit,
Who eleads you by the way you

should go.
18 fOh, that you had heeded My

commandments!
gThen your peace would have

been like a river,
And your righteousness like the

waves of the sea.
19 Your descendants also would

have been like the sand,
And the offspring of your hbody

like the grains of sand;
His name would not have been

cut off
Nor destroyed from before

Me.”
20 Go forth from Babylon!

iFlee from the Chaldeans!
With a voice of singing,
Declare, proclaim this,
Utter it to the end of the earth;
Say, “The LORD has jredeemed
His servant Jacob!”

21 And they did not thirst
When He led them through the

deserts;
He caused the waters to flow

from the rock for them;
He also split the rock, and the

waters gushed out.
22“There is no peace,” says the

LORD, “for the kwicked.”

VI. The Suffering Servant
of the LORD, 49—57

The Holy One (Messiah), a light
to Gentile nations (vv. 6,12)

as well as to Israel (v. 7)

49“LISTEN, O coastlands, to
lMe,

And take heed, you peoples
from afar!
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The LORD has called Me from

the womb;
From the mmatrix of My

mother He has made
mention of My name.

2 And He has made My mouth
like a sharp nsword;

In the shadow of His hand He
has hidden Me,

And made Me a polished shaft;
In His quiver He has hidden

Me.”
3“And He said to me,

‘You are My oservant, O Israel,
In whom I will be pglorified.’

4 Then I said, ‘I have labored in
vain,

I have spent my strength for
nothing and in vain;

Yet surely qmy just reward is
with the LORD,

And my work with my God.’ ”
5“And now the LORD says,

Who formed Me from the
womb to be His Servant,

To bring Jacob back to Him,
So that Israel is gathered to Him*

(For I shall be glorious in the
eyes of the LORD,

And My God shall be My
strength),

6 Indeed He says,
‘ It is too small a thing that You

should be My Servant
To raise up the tribes of Jacob,
And to restore the preserved

ones of Israel;
I will also give You as a light to

the rGentiles,
That You should be My

salvation to the ends of the
searth.’ ”

7 Thus says the LORD,
The tRedeemer of Israel, their

Holy One,
To Him whom man udespises,
To Him whom the nation

abhors,
To the Servant of rulers:

“Kings v shall see and arise,
Princes also shall worship,

*48:16 The Hebrew verb is singular.
*49:5 Qere, Dead Sea Scrolls, and Septuagint read
is gathered to Him; Kethib reads not gathered.

48:16 the Lord GOD and His Spirit. This is one of the
clearest of the OT intimations of the Trinity. For the speak-

er here is not the prophet but the LORD Himself. Compare
v. 12ff.



And not have compassion on
the son of her womb?

Surely they may forget,
Yet I will not forget you.

16 See, I have jkinscribed you on
the palms of My hands;

Your walls are continually
before Me.

17 Your sons* shall make haste;
Your destroyers and those who

laid you waste
Shall go away from you.

18 Lift up your eyes, look around
and see;

All these gather together and
come to you.

As I live,” says the LORD,
“You shall surely clothe

yourselves with them all as
an ornament,

And bind them on you as a
bride does.

19“For your waste and desolate
places,

And the land of your
destruction,

Will even now be too small for
the inhabitants;

And those who swallowed you
up will be far away.

20 The children you will have,
After you have lost the others,
Will say again in your ears,

‘The place is too small for me;
Give me a place where I may

dwell.’
21 Then you will say in your heart,

‘Who has begotten these for me,
Since I have lost my children

and am desolate,
A captive, and wandering to

and fro?
And who has brought these up?
There I was, left alone;
But these, where were they?’ ”

Gentile nations to serve Israel
22Thus says the Lord GOD:

“Behold, I will lift My hand in
an oath to the nations,

And set up My standard for the
peoples;

Because of the LORD who is
faithful,

The Holy One of Israel;
And He has chosen You.”

8Thus says the LORD:

“In an aacceptable time I have
heard You,

And in the day of salvation I
have helped You;

I will preserve You and give You
As a bcovenant to the people,
To restore the earth,
To cause them to inherit the

desolate heritages;
9 cThat You may say to the

prisoners, ‘Go forth,’
To those who are in darkness,

‘Show yourselves.’

“They shall feed along the roads,
And their pastures shall be on

all desolate heights.
10 They shall neither dhunger nor

thirst,
Neither eheat nor sun shall

strike them;
For He who has mercy on them

will flead them,
Even by the springs of water

He will guide them.
11 I will make each of My

gmountains a road,
And My highways shall be

elevated.
12 Surely these shall come from

hafar;
Look! Those from the north and

the west,
And these from the land of

Sinim.”
13 Sing, O heavens!

Be joyful, O earth!
And break out in singing, 

O mountains!
For the LORD has comforted His

people,
And will have mercy on His

afflicted.
14 But Zion said, “The LORD has

forsaken me,
And my Lord has forgotten

me.”
15“Can i a woman forget her

nursing child,
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They shall bring your sons in
their arms,

And your daughters shall be
carried on their shoulders;

23 Kings shall be your foster
fathers,

And their queens your nursing
mothers;

They shall bow down to you
with their faces to the
earth,

And lick up the dust of your
feet.

Then you will know that I am
the LORD,

For they shall not be aashamed
who wait for Me.”

24 Shall the prey be taken from
the mighty,

Or the captives of the
righteous* be delivered?

25But thus says the LORD:

“Even the captives of the mighty
shall be taken away,

And the prey of the terrible be
delivered;

For I will contend with him
who contends with you,

And I will save your children.
26 I will feed those who oppress

you with their own flesh,
And they shall be drunk with

their own blood as with
sweet wine.

All flesh shall bknow
That I, the LORD, am your Savior,
And your cRedeemer, the

Mighty One of Jacob.”

The humiliation of the Holy One

50THUS says the LORD:

“Where is the dcertificate of
your mother’s divorce,

Whom I have put away?
Or which of My ecreditors is it

to whom I have sold you?
For your iniquities you have

sold yourselves,
And for your transgressions

your mother has been put
away.

2 Why, when I came, was there
no man?

Why, when I called, was there
none to answer?
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Is My hand shortened at all that

it cannot fredeem?
Or have I no power to deliver?
Indeed with My grebuke I dry

up the sea,
I make the rivers a wilderness;
Their fish stink because there is

no water,
And die of thirst.

3 I clothe the heavens with
blackness,

And I make sackcloth their
covering.”

4“The hLord GOD has given Me
The tongue of the ilearned,
That I should know how to

speak
A word in season to him who is

weary.
He awakens Me morning by

morning,
He awakens My ear
To hear as the learned.

5 The Lord GOD has opened My
ear;

And I was not rebellious,
jNor did I turn away.

6 I gave My back to those who
kstruck Me,

And My cheeks to those who
plucked out the beard;

I ldid not hide My face from
shame and mspitting.

7“For the Lord GOD will help Me;
Therefore I will not be

disgraced;
Therefore I have set My face

like a nflint,
And I know that I will not be

ashamed.
8 He is near who o justifies Me;

Who will contend with Me?
Let us stand together.
Who is My adversary?
Let him come near Me.

9 Surely the Lord GOD will help
Me;

Who is he who will condemn
Me?

Indeed they will all grow old
like a pgarment;

The moth will eat them up.
10“Who among you qfears the

LORD?
*49:24 Following Masoretic Text and Targum;
Dead Sea Scrolls, Syriac, and Vulgate read the
mighty; Septuagint reads unjustly.



And My arms will judge the
peoples;

The coastlands will wait upon
Me,

And on My arm they will trust.
6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens,

And look on the earth beneath.
For the heavens will evanish

away like smoke,
The fearth will grow old like a

garment,
And those who dwell in it will

die in like manner;
But My salvation will be

gforever,
And My righteousness will not

be abolished.
7“Listen to Me, you who know

righteousness,
You people in whose heart is

My hlaw:
Do not fear the reproach of

men,
Nor be afraid of their iinsults.

8 For the moth will eat them up
like a garment,

And the worm will eat them
like wool;

But My righteousness will be
forever,

And My salvation from
generation to generation.”

9 Awake, awake, put on strength,
O arm of the LORD!
Awake as in the ancient days,
In the generations of old.
Are You not the arm that cut

Rahab apart,
And wounded the jserpent?

10 Are kYou not the One who
dried up the sea,

The waters of the great deep;
That made the depths of the

sea a road
For the redeemed to lcross

over?
11 So the ransomed of the LORD

shall return,
And come to Zion with singing,

Who obeys the voice of His
Servant?

Who walks in darkness
And has no light?
Let him atrust in the name of

the LORD
And rely upon his God.

11 Look, all you who kindle a fire,
Who encircle yourselves with

sparks:
Walk in the light of your fire

and in the sparks you have
kindled—

This you shall have from My
hand:

You shall lie down in torment.

God’s remnant exhorted

51“LISTEN to Me, you who
follow after righteousness,

You who seek the LORD:
Look to the rock from which

you were hewn,
And to the hole of the pit from

which you were dug.
2 bLook to Abraham your father,

And to Sarah who bore you;
For I called him alone,
And blessed him and increased

him.”
3 For the LORD will ccomfort Zion,

He will comfort all her waste
places;

He will make her wilderness
like Eden,

And her desert like the dgarden
of the LORD;

Joy and gladness will be found
in it,

Thanksgiving and the voice of
melody.

4“Listen to Me, My people;
And give ear to Me, O My

nation:
For law will proceed from Me,
And I will make My justice rest
As a light of the peoples.

5 My righteousness is near,
My salvation has gone forth,
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With everlasting joy on their
heads.

They shall obtain joy and
gladness;

Sorrow and sighing shall flee
away.

12“I, even I, am He who acomforts
you.

Who are you that you should be
afraid

Of a man who will die,
And of the son of a man who

will be made like bgrass?
13 And you cforget the LORD your

Maker,
Who stretched out the heavens
And laid the foundations of the

earth;
You have feared continually

every day
Because of the fury of the

oppressor,
When he has prepared to

destroy.
And where is the fury of the

oppressor?
14 The captive exile hastens, that

he may be loosed,
That he should not die in the

pit,
And that his bread should not

fail.
15 But I am the LORD your God,

Who divided the sea whose
waves roared—

The LORD of hosts is His name.
16 And I have put My dwords in

your mouth;
I have covered you with the

shadow of My hand,
That I may plant the heavens,
Lay the foundations of the

earth,
And say to Zion, ‘You are My

people.’ ”

Zion’s failures forgiven
17 Awake, awake!

Stand up, O Jerusalem,
You who have drunk at the

hand of the LORD
The cup of His fury;
You have edrunk the dregs of

the cup of trembling,
And drained it out.

18 There is no one to guide her
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Among all the sons she has

brought forth;
Nor is there any who takes her

by the hand
Among all the sons she has

brought up.
19 These two things have come to

you;
Who will be sorry for you?—
Desolation and destruction,

famine and sword—
By whom will I comfort you?

20 Your sons have fainted,
They lie at the head of all the

streets,
Like an antelope in a net;
They are full of the fury of the

LORD,
The rebuke of your God.

21 Therefore please hear this, you
afflicted,

And drunk but not with wine.
22 Thus says your Lord,

The LORD and your God,
Who fpleads the cause of His

people:
“See, I have taken out of your

hand
The cup of trembling,
The dregs of the cup of My

fury;
You shall no longer drink it.

23 gBut I will put it into the hand of
those who afflict you,

Who have said to you,*
‘Lie down, that we may walk

over you.’
And you have laid your body

like the ground,
And as the street, for those

who walk over.”

Vision of Jerusalem in the Kingdom Age

52AWAKE, awake!
Put on your strength, O Zion;

Put on your beautiful garments,
O Jerusalem, the holy city!
For the uncircumcised and the

unclean
Shall no longer come to you.

2 Shake yourself from the dust,
arise;

Sit down, O Jerusalem!
Loose yourself from the bonds

of your neck,
O captive daughter of Zion!

*51:23 Literally your soul



9 Break forth into joy, sing
together,

You waste places of Jerusalem!
For the LORD has comforted His

people,
He has redeemed Jerusalem.

10 The LORD has made bare His
holy arm

In the eyes of all the nations;
And all the ends of the earth

shall see
The salvation of our God.

11 Depart! Depart! Go out from
there,

Touch no unclean thing;
Go out from the midst of her,
Be gclean,
You who bear the vessels of the

LORD.
12 For you shall not go out with

hhaste,
Nor go by flight;
For the iLORD will go before you,
And the God of Israel will be

your jrear guard.

Jehovah’s Servant (Christ) marred
and exalted

13 Behold, My Servant shall deal
prudently;

He shall be exalted and extolled
and be very high.

14 Just as many were astonished at
you,

So His visage was kmarred
more than any man,

And His form more than the
sons of men;

15 So shall lHe sprinkle* many
nations.

3For thus says the LORD:

“You have sold yourselves for
nothing,

And you shall be aredeemed
bwithout money.”

4For thus says the Lord GOD:

“My people went down at first
Into cEgypt to dwell there;
Then the Assyrian oppressed

them without cause.
5 Now therefore, what have I

here,” says the LORD,
“That My people are taken away

for nothing?
Those who rule over them
Make them dwail,”* says the

LORD,
“And My name is blasphemed

continually every day.
6 Therefore My people shall

know My name;
Therefore they shall know in

that day
That I am He who speaks:

‘Behold, it is I.’ ”
7 How beautiful upon the

mountains
Are the efeet of him who brings

good fnews,
Who proclaims peace,
Who brings glad tidings of good

things,
Who proclaims salvation,
Who says to Zion,

“Your God reigns!”
8 Your watchmen shall lift up

their voices,
With their voices they shall

sing together;
For they shall see eye to eye
When the LORD brings back

Zion.
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*52:5 Dead Sea Scrolls read Mock; Septuagint reads
Marvel and wail; Targum reads Boast themselves;
Vulgate reads Treat them unjustly. *52:15 Or
startle

52:13 My Servant. Although Christ’s birth is predicted
earlier (7:14; 49:1–7), the passage on Christ as the Suffering
Servant of the LORD begins at this point. His humiliation in
general is foretold in ch. 50. Chapter 53 contains a state-
ment of Christ’s suffering (vv. 1–3), after which that suffer-
ing is set forth as vicarious (vv. 4–6, 7–9) and victorious
(vv. 10–12). Because of this sacrifice, salvation can be of-
fered, as in ch. 55.

The marginal references in Is. 53 indicate how frequent-
ly quotations from it were used by our Lord and the NT
writers. Observe that in the Servant passages the Servant is
sometimes spoken of, sometimes spoken to, and some-
times speaks Himself.

52:14 was marred. The literal rendering presents a
shocking picture: “His visage was marred more than any
man, / And His form more than the sons of men” that is,
not human. This was the effect of the brutalities described
in Matt. 26:67–68; 27:27–30.

52:15 So shall He sprinkle. Compare the literal fulfill-
ment of this prediction in 1 Pet. 1:1–2, where people of
many nations are described as having been sprinkled with
the blood of Jesus Christ. The word here translated “sprin-
kle” is commonly used in the Pentateuch to describe the
cleansing of the vessels in the temple when the priests
sprinkled blood or water upon them. Compare Heb.
10:22.



Kings shall shut their mouths at
Him;

For what had not been told
them they shall asee,

And what they had not heard
they shall consider.

The vicarious sacrifice of Christ,
Jehovah’s Servant (1 Pet. 2:24–25)

53 bWHO has believed our
report?

And to whom has the arm of
the LORD been revealed?

2 For He shall grow up before
Him as a tender plant,

And as a root out of dry ground.
He has no form or comeliness;
And when we see Him,
There is no beauty that we

should desire Him.
3 He is cdespised and rejected by

men,
A Man of sorrows and

acquainted with grief.
And we hid, as it were, our

faces from Him;
He was despised, and we did

not esteem Him.
4 Surely He has borne our griefs

And dcarried our sorrows;
Yet we esteemed Him stricken,
Smitten by God, and afflicted.

5 But He was wounded for our
transgressions,

He was bruised for our
iniquities;

The chastisement for our peace
was upon Him,

And by His stripes we are
healed.

6 All we like sheep have gone
astray;

We have turned, every one, to
his own way;

And the LORD has laid on Him
the iniquity of us all.
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53:12

j Is. 50:6; Rom.
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b John 12:38;
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7 He was oppressed and He was

afflicted,
Yet He opened not His mouth;
He was led as a lamb to the

slaughter,
And as a sheep before its

shearers is silent,
eSo He opened not His mouth.

8 He was ftaken from prison and
from judgment,

And who will declare His
generation?

For He was cut off from the
land of the living;

For the transgressions of My
people He was stricken.

9 And they* made His grave with
the wicked—

But with the grich at His death,
Because He had done no

violence,
hNor was any deceit in His

mouth.
10 Yet it pleased the LORD to

bruise Him;
He has put Him to grief.
When You make His soul an

offering for sin,
He shall see His seed, He shall

prolong His days,
And the pleasure of the LORD

shall prosper in His hand.
11 He shall see the labor of His

soul,* and be satisfied.
By His knowledge My righteous

Servant shall i justify many,
For He shall bear their

iniquities.
12 Therefore I will divide Him a

portion with the great,
And He shall divide the spoil

with the strong,
Because He jpoured out His

soul unto death,
*53:9 Literally he or He *53:11 Following
Masoretic Text, Targum, and Vulgate; Dead Sea
Scrolls and Septuagint read From the labor of His
soul He shall see light.

53:4 carried our sorrows. Because Matthew quotes this
passage and applies it to physical disease (compare Matt.
8:17 with context) it has been conjectured by some that
disease as well as sin was included in the atoning death of
Christ. But Matthew asserts that the Lord fulfilled the first
part of Is. 53:4 during the healing ministry of His service on
earth. Matthew 8:17 makes no reference to Christ’s atoning
death for sin.

The Lord took away the diseases of men by healing

them. He died for our sins, not for our diseases. For physi-
cal disease in itself is not sin; it is merely one of the results
of sin. Thus Is. 53:5–6 prophesies that Christ would bear
our sins on the cross (compare 1 Pet. 2:24–25). His death
was substitutionary and atoning.

53:9 death. In the Hebrew the word rendered “death”
is an intensive plural. It has been suggested that it speaks of
the violence of Christ’s death, the very pain of which made
it like a repeated death.



7“For a mere moment I have
forsaken you,

But with great mercies I will
jgather you.

8 With a little wrath I hid My
face from you for a
moment;

But with everlasting kindness I
will have mercy on you,”

Says the LORD, your Redeemer.
9“For this is like the waters of

Noah to Me;
For as I have sworn
That the kwaters of Noah would

no longer cover the earth,
So have I sworn
That I would not be angry with

lyou, nor rebuke you.
10 For the mountains shall depart

And the hills be removed,
But My kindness shall not

depart from you,
Nor shall My covenant of peace

be removed,”
Says the LORD, who has mercy

on you.
11“O you afflicted one,

Tossed with tempest, and not
comforted,

Behold, I will lay your stones
with colorful gems,

And lay your foundations with
sapphires.

12 I will make your pinnacles of
rubies,

Your gates of crystal,
And all your walls of precious

stones.
13 All your mchildren shall be

taught by the LORD,
And great shall be the npeace of

your children.
14 In righteousness you shall be

established;
You shall be far from oppression,

for you shall not fear;
And from terror, for it shall not

come near you.
15 Indeed they shall surely

assemble, but not because
of Me.

Whoever assembles against you
shall ofall for your sake.

16“Behold, I have created the
blacksmith

Who blows the coals in the fire,

And He was anumbered with
the transgressors,

And He bore the sin of many,
And made intercession for the

btransgressors.

Israel, the restored “wife” of
the LORD (cp. Hos. 2:1—3:5)

54“SING, O cbarren,
You who have not borne!

Break forth into singing, and
cry aloud,

You who have not dlabored
with child!

For more are the children of
the desolate

Than the children of the married
woman,” says the LORD.

2“Enlarge e the place of your tent,
And let them stretch out the

curtains of your dwellings;
Do not spare;
Lengthen your cords,
And strengthen your stakes.

3 For you shall expand to the
right and to the left,

And your descendants will
finherit the nations,

And make the desolate cities
inhabited.

4“Do g not fear, for you will not be
ashamed;

Neither be disgraced, for you
will not be put to shame;

For you will forget the shame of
your youth,

And will not remember the
reproach of your
widowhood anymore.

5 For your Maker is your
hhusband,

The LORD of hosts is His name;
And your iRedeemer is the

Holy One of Israel;
He is called the God of the

whole earth.
6 For the LORD has called you

Like a woman forsaken and
grieved in spirit,

Like a youthful wife when you
were refused,”

Says your God.
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Noah: rest. A righteous, God-fearing man who obeyed
God’s order to build an ark thus saving himself, his
family and the living creatures on earth from a devas-
tating flood.



Who brings forth an instrument
for his work;

And I have created the spoiler
to destroy.

17 No aweapon formed against you
shall bprosper,

And every tongue which rises
against you in judgment

You shall condemn.
This is the heritage of the

servants of the LORD,
And their crighteousness is

from Me,”
Says the LORD.

Salvation through God’s grace

55“HO! dEveryone who
thirsts,

Come to the waters;
And you who have no money,
Come, ebuy and eat.
Yes, come, buy wine and milk
Without money and without

price.
2 Why do you spend money for

what is not bread,
And your wages for what does

not satisfy?
Listen carefully to Me, and eat

what is good,
And let your soul delight itself

in abundance.
3 Incline your ear, and come to

Me.
Hear, and your soul shall live;
And I will make an feverlasting

covenant with you—
The sure mercies of gDavid.

4 Indeed I have given hhim as a
witness to the people,

A leader and commander for
the people.

5 Surely you shall call a ination
you do not know,

And nations who do not know
you shall run to you,

Because of the LORD your God,
And the Holy One of Israel;
For He has glorified you.”

6 jSeek the LORD while He may be
kfound,

Call upon Him while He is
near.

7 Let the wicked forsake his way,
And the unrighteous man his

lthoughts;
Let him return to the LORD,
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And He will have mercy on him;
And to our God,
For He will abundantly pardon.

8“For My mthoughts are not your
thoughts,

Nor are your ways My ways,”
says the LORD.

9“For as the heavens are higher
than the earth,

So are My ways higher than
your ways,

And My nthoughts than your
thoughts.

10“For as the rain comes down,
and the snow from heaven,

And do not return there,
But water the earth,
And make it bring forth and

bud,
That it may give seed to the

sower
And bread to the eater,

11 So shall My word be that ogoes
forth from My mouth;

It shall not return to Me void,
But it shall accomplish what I

please,
And it shall pprosper in the

thing for which I sent it.
12“For you shall go out with joy,

And be led out with peace;
The mountains and the hills
Shall break forth into singing

before you,

POPULAR READINGS 
FROM ISAIAH

Isaiah 3:1–15 The plight of Judah and Jerusalem
Isaiah 6:1–13 God calls Isaiah
Isaiah 9:2–7 To us a child is born
Isaiah 11:1–10 A branch from Jesse
Isaiah 25 Praise to the Lord
Isaiah 34:1–4 Judgment of the nations
Isaiah 35:1–10 The joy of the redeemed
Isaiah 38:9–20 Hezekiah’s prayer
Isaiah 40:1–11 Comfort for God’s people
Isaiah 40:21–31 The power of God
Isaiah 42:1–9 The Lord’s servant
Isaiah 43:1–13 Israel’s Savior
Isaiah 52:5–10 The salvation of God
Isaiah 53 The suffering servant
Isaiah 55 Water for the thirsty
Isaiah 60:1–9 The glory of Zion
Isaiah 65:17–25 A new heaven and new earth
Isaiah 66:12–16 Peace will come



Everyone who keeps from
defiling the Sabbath,

And holds fast My covenant—
7 Even them I will bring to My

holy mountain,
And make them joyful in My

ghouse of prayer.
Their burnt offerings and their

hsacrifices
Will be iaccepted on My altar;
For My house shall be called a

house of prayer for all
nations.”

8 The Lord GOD, who jgathers
the outcasts of Israel, says,

“Yet I will gather to him
Others besides those who are

gathered to him.”
9 All you beasts of the field, come

to devour,
All you beasts in the forest.

10 His watchmen are kblind,
They are all ignorant;
They are all dumb dogs,
They cannot bark;
Sleeping, lying down, loving to

slumber.
11 Yes, they are greedy dogs

Which never have enough.
And they are lshepherds
Who cannot understand;
They all look to their own way,
Every one for his own gain,
From his own territory.

12“Come,” one says, “I will bring
wine,

And we will fill ourselves with
intoxicating mdrink;

nTomorrow will be oas today,
And much more abundant.”

False leaders rebuked

57THE righteous perishes,
And no man takes it to heart;

Merciful men are taken away,
While no one considers
That the righteous is taken

away from evil.
2 He shall enter into peace;

They shall rest in their beds,
Each one walking in his

uprightness.
3“But come here,

You sons of the sorceress,
You offspring of the adulterer

and the harlot!

And all the trees of the field
shall clap their hands.

13 Instead of the thorn shall come
up the cypress tree,

And instead of the brier shall
come up the myrtle tree;

And it shall be to the LORD for a
aname,

For an everlasting sign that
shall not be cut off.”

Rewards for obedience to God

56THUS says the LORD:

“Keep b justice, and do
righteousness,

For My csalvation is about to
come,

And My righteousness to be
revealed.

2 Blessed is the man who does
this,

And the son of man who lays
hold on it;

Who keeps from defiling the
Sabbath,

And keeps his hand from doing
any evil.”

3 Do not let the son of the
foreigner

Who has d joined himself to the
LORD

Speak, saying,
“The LORD has utterly separated

me from His people”;
Nor let the eunuch say,

“Here I am, a dry tree.”
4 For thus says the LORD:
“To the eunuchs who keep My

Sabbaths,
And choose what pleases Me,
And hold fast My covenant,

5 Even to them I will give in My
house

And within My walls a place
and a name

Better than that of sons and
daughters;

I will give them* an everlasting
name

That shall not be cut off.
6“Also the sons of the eforeigner

Who join themselves to the
LORD, to serve Him,

And to love the name of the
LORD, to be His fservants—
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*56:5 Literally him



4 Whom do you ridicule?
Against whom do you make a

wide mouth
And stick out the tongue?
Are you not children of

transgression,
Offspring of falsehood,

5 Inflaming yourselves with gods
under every green tree,

aSlaying the children in the
valleys,

Under the clefts of the rocks?
6 Among the smooth bstones of

the stream
Is your portion;
They, they, are your lot!
Even to them you have poured

a drink offering,
You have offered a grain

offering.
Should I receive comfort in

cthese?
7“On a lofty and high mountain

You have set your bed;
Even there you went up
To offer sacrifice.

8 Also behind the doors and their
posts

You have set up your
remembrance;

For you have duncovered
yourself to those other than
Me,

And have gone up to them;
You have enlarged your bed
And made a covenant with

them;
You have loved their bed,
Where you saw their nudity.*

9 You went to the king with
ointment,

And increased your perfumes;
You sent your emessengers far

off,
And even descended to fSheol.

10 You are wearied in the length
of your way;

Yet you did not say, ‘There is
gno hope.’

You have found the life of your
hand;

Therefore you were not grieved.
11“And of whom have you been

afraid, or hfeared,
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That you have lied
And not remembered Me,
Nor taken it to your heart?

i Is it not because I have held My
peace from of old

That you do not fear Me?
12 I will declare your righteousness

And your works,
For they will not profit you.

13 When you cry out,
Let your collection of idols

deliver you.
But the wind will carry them all

away,
A breath will take them.
But he who puts his trust in Me

shall possess the land,
And shall inherit My holy

mountain.”
14 And one shall say,

“Heap j it up! Heap it up!
Prepare the way,
Take the stumbling block out of

the way of My people.”

Blessings of the contrite
15 For thus says the High and

Lofty One
Who inhabits eternity, whose

name is kHoly:
“I dwell in the high and holy

lplace,
With him who has a mcontrite

and humble spirit,
To revive the spirit of the

humble,
And to revive the heart of the

contrite ones.
16 For I will not contend nforever,

Nor will I always be angry;
For the spirit would fail before

Me,
And the souls which I have

made.
17 For the iniquity of his

ocovetousness
I was angry and struck him;
I phid and was angry,
And he went on backsliding in

the way of his heart.
18 I have seen his ways, and will

qheal him;
I will also lead him,

*57:8 Literally hand, a euphemism

57:13 trust. Trust is the characteristic OT word for the
NT “faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the OT,

and is the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to take
refuge (Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps. 22:8).



3 ‘Why have we fasted,’ fthey say,
‘and You have not seen?

Why have we afflicted our souls,
and You take no notice?’

“In fact, in the day of your fast
you find pleasure,

And exploit all your laborers.
4 g Indeed you fast for strife and

debate,
And to strike with the fist of

wickedness.
You will not fast as you do this

day,
To make your voice heard on

high.
5 Is it ha fast that I have chosen,

A day for a man to afflict his
soul?

Is it to bow down his head like
a bulrush,

And to spread out sackcloth
and ashes?

Would you call this a fast,
And an acceptable day to the

LORD?
6“ Is this not the fast that I have

chosen:
To iloose the bonds of

wickedness,
To jundo the heavy burdens,
To let the koppressed go free,
And that you break every 

yoke?
7 Is it not to lshare your bread

with the hungry,

And restore comforts to him
And to his mourners.

19“I create the afruit of the lips:
Peace, peace to him who is bfar

off and to him who is near,”
Says the LORD,

“And I will heal him.”
20 But the cwicked are like the

troubled sea,
When it cannot rest,
Whose waters cast up mire and

dirt.
21“There d is no peace,”

Says my God, “for the wicked.”

VII. Concluding Exhortations
and Prophecies, 58—66

Right and wrong fasting

58“CRY aloud, spare not;
Lift up your voice like a 
trumpet;

eTell My people their
transgression,

And the house of Jacob their
sins.

2 Yet they seek Me daily,
And delight to know My ways,
As a nation that did

righteousness,
And did not forsake the

ordinance of their God.
They ask of Me the ordinances

of justice;
They take delight in

approaching God.
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58:6 FASTING

Throughout the Bible, people fasted for various reasons: to show regret for sin, to clear their mind, to keep spiritually
alert, to prepare for something, or to show humility.

Reason for fasting Reference
Israelites inquire of God before battle Judges 20:26
Hannah prepares for worship and prayer 1 Samuel 1:3–7
Mourning the death of Saul 1 Samuel 31:13; 1 Chronicles 10:12
David tries to save his son 2 Samuel 12:16
Ahab humbles himself before God 1 Kings 21:27
Jehoshaphat inquires of God about the advancing enemy 2 Chronicles 20:3
People ask God for protection Ezra 8:23
Nehemiah prepares to pray to God Nehemiah 1:4
Israel repents Nehemiah 9:1
On behalf of Esther Esther 4:16
Darius’ concern for Daniel Daniel 6:18
The nation repents Joel 1:14
People of Nineveh repent Jonah 3:5–10
Church in Antioch sends off Saul and Barnabas Acts 13:3



And that you bring to your
house the poor who are
cast out;

When you see the anaked, that
you cover him,

And not hide yourself from
your own bflesh?

Blessings on the charitable
8 Then your light shall break

forth like the morning,
Your healing shall spring forth

speedily,
And your righteousness shall go

before you;
The cglory of the LORD shall be

your rear guard.
9 Then you shall call, and the

LORD will answer;
You shall cry, and He will say,

‘Here I am.’

“If you take away the yoke from
your midst,

The pointing of the dfinger, and
speaking wickedness,

10 If you extend your soul to the
hungry

And satisfy the afflicted soul,
Then your light shall dawn in

the darkness,
And your darkness shall be as

the noonday.
11 The LORD will guide you

continually,
And satisfy your soul in

drought,
And strengthen your bones;
You shall be like a watered

garden,
And like a spring of water,

whose waters do not fail.
12 Those from among you

Shall build the old waste places;
You shall raise up the

foundations of many
generations;

And you shall be called the
Repairer of the Breach,

The Restorer of Streets to
Dwell In.

13“If you turn away your foot from
the eSabbath,

From doing your pleasure on
My holy day,

And call the Sabbath a delight,
The holy day of the LORD

honorable,
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And shall honor Him, not doing

your own ways,
Nor finding your own pleasure,
Nor speaking your own words,

14 Then you shall delight yourself
in the LORD;

And I will cause you to ride on
the high hills of the earth,

And feed you with the heritage
of Jacob your father.

The mouth of the LORD has
spoken.”

The tragic nature of sin

59BEHOLD, the LORD’S hand is
not fshortened,

That it cannot save;
Nor His ear heavy,
That it cannot hear.

2 But your iniquities have
separated you from your
God;

And your sins have hidden His
face from you,

So that He will gnot hear.
3 For your hands are defiled with

blood,
And your fingers with iniquity;
Your lips have spoken lies,
Your tongue has muttered

perversity.
4 No one calls for justice,

Nor does any plead for truth.
They htrust in iempty words

and speak lies;
They conceive evil and bring

forth iniquity.
5 They hatch vipers’ eggs and

weave the spider’s web;
He who eats of their eggs dies,
And from that which is crushed

a viper breaks out.
6 Their webs will not become

garments,
Nor will they cover themselves

with their works;
Their works are works of

iniquity,
And the act of violence is in

their hands.
7 Their jfeet run to evil,

And they make haste to shed
kinnocent blood;

Their lthoughts are thoughts of
iniquity;

Wasting and mdestruction are
in their paths.



Conceiving and uttering from
the heart words of
falsehood.

14 Justice is turned back,
And righteousness stands afar

off;
For truth is fallen in the street,
And equity cannot enter.

15 So truth fails,
And he who departs from evil

makes himself a cprey.

Then the LORD saw it, and it
displeased Him

That there was no justice.

God’s search for a man; Christ
the only Redeemer

16 He saw that there was no man,
And wondered that there was

dno intercessor;
Therefore His own arm brought

salvation for Him;
And His own righteousness, it

sustained Him.
17 eFor He put on frighteousness as

a breastplate,
And a helmet of salvation on

His head;
He put on the garments of

vengeance for clothing,
And was clad with zeal as a

cloak.
18 According to their gdeeds,

accordingly He will repay,
Fury to His adversaries,
Recompense to His enemies;
The coastlands He will fully

repay.
19 So shall they fear

The name of the LORD from the
west,

And His glory from the rising of
the sun;

When the enemy comes in like
a flood,

The hSpirit of the LORD will lift
up a standard against him.

20“The iRedeemer will come to
Zion,

8 The way of apeace they have
not known,

And there is no justice in their
ways;

They have made themselves
crooked paths;

Whoever takes that way shall
not know peace.

9 Therefore justice is far from us,
Nor does righteousness

overtake us;
We look for light, but there is

darkness!
For brightness, but we walk in

blackness!
10 We grope for the wall like the

blind,
And we grope as if we had no

eyes;
We stumble at noonday as at

twilight;
We are as dead men in desolate

places.
11 We all growl like bears,

And moan sadly like doves;
We look for justice, but there is

none;
For salvation, but it is far from

us.
12 For our btransgressions are

multiplied before You,
And our sins testify against us;
For our transgressions are with

us,
And as for our iniquities, we

know them:
13 In transgressing and lying

against the LORD,
And departing from our God,
Speaking oppression and revolt,
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59:19 fear. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expression
meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.

59:20 come to Zion. The time when the “Redeemer
will come to Zion” is fixed, relatively, by Rom. 11:23–29,
as following the completion of the Church. This is also the
order of the great dispensational passage, Acts 15:14–17.

59:20 REDEMPTION
(REDEEMING RELATIVE TYPE), 

SUMMARY

The goel, or redeeming relative, is a beautiful type of
Christ:

(1) The redemption by a relative was of persons and
an inheritance (Lev. 25:25,48; Gal. 4:5; Eph. 1:7,11,14).

(2) The redeemer must be a relative (Lev. 25:48–49;
Ruth 3:12–13, see v. 9, note; Gal. 4:4; Heb. 2:14–15).

(3) The redeemer must be able to redeem (Ruth
4:4–6; Jer. 50:34; John 10:11,18).

(4) Redemption is effected by the goel paying the just
demand in full (Lev. 25:27; Gal. 3:13; 1 Pet. 1:18–19).
See notes at Ex. 6:6 and Rom. 3:24.



And to those who turn from
transgression in Jacob,”

Says the LORD.
21“As for Me,” says the LORD,

“this is My covenant with them: My
aSpirit who is upon you, and My
bwords which I have put in your
mouth, shall not depart from your
mouth, nor from the mouth of your
descendants, nor from the mouth of
your descendants’ descendants,”
says the LORD, “from this time and
forevermore.”

Glorious Zion in the Kingdom Age

60ARISE, shine;
For your light has come!

And the glory of the LORD is
crisen upon you.

2 For behold, the darkness shall
cover the earth,

And deep darkness the people;
But the LORD will arise over you,
And His dglory will be seen

upon you.
3 The Gentiles shall come to your

elight,
And kings to the brightness of

your rising.
4“Lift up your eyes all around,

and see:
They all gather together, they

fcome to you;
Your sons shall come from afar,
And your daughters shall be

nursed at your side.
5 Then you shall see and become

radiant,
And your heart shall swell with

joy;
Because the gabundance of the

sea shall be turned to you,
The wealth of the Gentiles shall

come to you.
6 The multitude of camels shall

cover your land,
The dromedaries of Midian and

hEphah;
All those from Sheba shall come;
They shall bring gold and

incense,
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m Is. 56:6; 61:5
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And they shall proclaim the

praises of the LORD.
7 All the flocks of iKedar shall be

gathered together to you,
The rams of Nebaioth shall

minister to you;
They shall ascend with

jacceptance on My altar,
And I will kglorify the house of

My glory.
8“Who are these who fly like a

cloud,
And like doves to their roosts?

9 Surely the coastlands shall wait
for Me;

And the ships of Tarshish will
come first,

To lbring your sons from afar,
Their silver and their gold with

them,
To the name of the LORD your

God,
And to the Holy One of Israel,
Because He has glorified you.

10“The sons of mforeigners shall
build up your walls,

And their kings shall minister
to you;

For in My wrath I struck you,
But in My favor I have had

mercy on you.
11 Therefore your gates shall be

open continually;
They shall not be shut day or

night,
That men may bring to you the

wealth of the Gentiles,
And their kings in procession.

12 For the nation and kingdom
which will not serve you
shall perish,

And those nations shall be
utterly ruined.

13“The glory of Lebanon shall
come to you,

The cypress, the pine, and the
box tree together,

To beautify the place of My
sanctuary;

In both, the return of the Lord to Zion follows the outcall-
ing of the Church.

Midian: strife. An area in the desert of northwest Ara-
bia where Moses lived for 40 years after he fled from
Egypt.

Tarshish: a city of a distant land, possibly Spain, that
was rich in metals.

Lebanon: the area along the Mediterranean Sea
known for its mountains and forests of cedar trees.



Nor shall your moon withdraw
itself;

For the LORD will be your
everlasting light,

And the days of your mourning
shall be ended.

21 Also your fpeople shall all be
righteous;

They shall ginherit the land
forever,

The branch of My hplanting,
The iwork of My hands,
That I may be glorified.

22 A little one shall become a
thousand,

And a small one a strong nation.
I, the LORD, will hasten it in its

time.”

Christ’s two advents in one view

61“THE jSpirit of the Lord GOD
is kupon lMe,

Because the LORD has
manointed Me

To preach good ntidings to the
poor;

He has sent Me to heal the
brokenhearted,

To proclaim liberty to the
captives,

And the opening of the prison
to those who are bound;

2 To proclaim the acceptable year
of the LORD,

And the oday of vengeance of
our God;

To comfort all who mourn,
3 To console those who mourn in

Zion,
To give them beauty for ashes,
The oil of joy for mourning,
The garment of praise for the

spirit of heaviness;
That they may be called trees of

righteousness,
The planting of the LORD, that

He may be glorified.”

Israel’s primacy in the kingdom
4 And they shall rebuild the old

ruins,

And I will make the place of
My feet glorious.

14 Also the sons of those who
afflicted you

Shall come abowing to you,
And all those who despised you

shall fall prostrate at the
soles of your feet;

And they shall call you The
City of the LORD,

Zion of the Holy One of Israel.
15“Whereas you have been

forsaken and hated,
So that no one went through

you,
I will make you an eternal

excellence,
A joy of many generations.

16 You shall drink the milk of the
Gentiles,

And milk the breast of kings;
You shall know that I, the LORD,

am your Savior
And your bRedeemer, the

Mighty One of Jacob.
17“Instead of bronze I will bring

gold,
Instead of iron I will bring silver,
Instead of wood, bronze,
And instead of stones, iron.
I will also make your officers

peace,
And your magistrates

righteousness.
18 Violence shall no longer be

heard in your land,
Neither wasting nor destruction

within your borders;
But you shall call your walls

Salvation,
And your gates Praise.

19“The csun shall no longer be
your light by day,

Nor for brightness shall the
moon give light to you;

But the LORD will be to you an
everlasting light,

And your God your dglory.
20 Your esun shall no longer go

down,
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a Is. 45:14
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60:13 the place of My feet. That is, the temple. 1 Chr.
28:2; compare Ps. 99:5; 132:7.

60:14 soles . . . feet. That is, the temple. 1 Chr. 28:2;
compare Ps. 99:5; 132:7.

61:2 year of the LORD. Observe that the Lord Jesus sus-
pended the reading of this passage in the synagogue at

Nazareth (Luke 4:16–21) with the words “the acceptable
year of the LORD.” The first advent, therefore, opened the
day of grace, “the acceptable year of the LORD,” but does
not fulfill the day of vengeance that will be accomplished
when Messiah returns (2 Thess. 1:7–10). Compare Is. 34:8;
35:4.



They shall raise up the former
desolations,

And they shall repair the
ruined cities,

The desolations of many
generations.

5 Strangers shall stand and feed
your flocks,

And the sons of the foreigner
Shall be your plowmen and

your vinedressers.
6 But you shall be named the

priests of the LORD,
They shall call you the servants

of our God.
You shall eat the riches of the

Gentiles,
And in their glory you shall

boast.
7 Instead of your shame you shall

have double honor,
And instead of confusion they

shall rejoice in their
portion.

Therefore in their land they
shall possess double;

Everlasting joy shall be theirs.
8“For I, the LORD, love justice;

I hate robbery for burnt
offering;

I will direct their work in truth,
And will make with them an

everlasting acovenant.
9 Their descendants shall be

known among the Gentiles,
And their offspring among the

people.
All who see them shall

acknowledge them,
That they are the posterity

whom the LORD has
blessed.”

10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
My soul shall be joyful in my

God;
For He has clothed me with the

garments of salvation,
He has covered me with the

brobe of righteousness,
As a bridegroom decks himself

with ornaments,
And as a bride adorns herself

with her jewels.
11 For as the earth brings forth its

bud,
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As the garden causes the things

that are sown in it to
spring forth,

So the Lord GOD will cause
righteousness and praise to
spring forth before all the
nations.

Divine unrest until Israel restored

62FOR Zion’s sake I will not
hold My peace,

And for Jerusalem’s sake I will
not rest,

Until her righteousness goes
forth as brightness,

And her salvation as a lamp
that burns.

2 The Gentiles shall see your
righteousness,

And all ckings your glory.
You shall be called by a new

dname,
Which the mouth of the LORD

will name.
3 You shall also be a ecrown of

glory
In the hand of the LORD,
And a royal diadem
In the hand of your God.

4 fYou shall no longer be termed
Forsaken,

Nor shall your land any more
be termed Desolate;

But you shall be called
Hephzibah,* and your land
Beulah;*

For the LORD delights in you,
And your land shall be married.

5 For as a young man marries a
virgin,

So shall your sons marry you;
And as the bridegroom rejoices

over the bride,
So shall your God rejoice over

you.
6 I have set gwatchmen on your

walls, O Jerusalem;
They shall never hold their

peace day or night.
You who make mention of the

LORD, do not keep silent,
7 And give Him no rest till He

establishes
*62:4 Literally My Delight Is in Her * Literally
Married

62:4 Hephzibah. Literally My delight is in her. Beulah. Literally Married. Compare Is. 54:5.



3“I have trodden the winepress
alone,

And from the peoples no one
was with Me.

For I have ftrodden them in My
anger,

And trampled them in My fury;
Their blood is sprinkled upon

My garments,
And I have stained all My

robes.
4 For the gday of vengeance is in

My heart,
And the year of My redeemed

has come.
5 I looked, but there was hno one

to help,
And I wondered
That there was no one to

uphold;
Therefore My own arm brought

salvation for Me;
And My own fury, it sustained

Me.
6 I have trodden down the

peoples in My anger,
Made them drunk in My fury,
And brought down their

strength to the earth.”

Isaiah’s concern and confession
for his people

7 I will mention the
lovingkindnesses of the
LORD

And the praises of the LORD,
According to all that the LORD

has bestowed on us,
And the great goodness toward

the house of Israel,
Which He has bestowed on

them according to His
mercies,

According to the multitude of
His lovingkindnesses.

8 For He said, “Surely they are
My people,

Children who will not lie.”
So He became their Savior.

9 In all their affliction He was
iafflicted,

And the jAngel of His Presence
saved them;

In His love and in His pity He
kredeemed them;

And till He makes Jerusalem a
praise in the earth.

8 The LORD has sworn by His
right hand

And by the arm of His strength:
“Surely I will no longer give

your grain
As food for your enemies;
And the sons of the foreigner

shall not drink your new
wine,

For which you have alabored.
9 But those who have gathered it

shall eat it,
And praise the LORD;
Those who have brought it

together shall drink it in
My holy courts.”

10 Go through,
Go through the gates!
Prepare the way for the people;
Build up,
Build up the highway!
Take out the stones,
Lift up a bbanner for the peoples!

11 Indeed the LORD has proclaimed
To the end of the cworld:

“Say to the daughter of Zion,
‘Surely your dsalvation is coming;
Behold, His reward is with Him,
And His work before Him.’ ”

12 And they shall call them The
Holy People,

The Redeemed of the LORD;
And you shall be called Sought

Out,
A City Not Forsaken.

The day of Messiah’s vengeance
(cp. Is. 2:10–22; Rev. 19:11–21)

63 eWHO is this who comes
from Edom,

With dyed garments from
Bozrah,

This One who is glorious in His
apparel,

Traveling in the greatness of
His strength?—

“I who speak in righteousness,
mighty to save.”

2 Why is Your apparel red,
And Your garments like one who

treads in the winepress?
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63:2 red. Compare v. 3; the blood of his enemies.



And He bore them and carried
them

All the days of old.
10 But they arebelled and grieved

His bHoly Spirit;
So He cturned Himself against

them as an enemy,
And He fought against them.

11 Then he dremembered the days
of old,

Moses and his people, saying:
“Where is He who brought them

up out of the sea
With the shepherd of His flock?
Where is He who put His Holy

Spirit within them,
12 Who led them by the right

hand of Moses,
With His glorious arm,

eDividing the water before them
To make for Himself an

everlasting name,
13 Who led them through the

deep,
As a horse in the wilderness,
That they might not stumble?”

14 As a beast goes down into the
valley,

And the Spirit of the LORD
causes him to frest,

So You lead Your people,
To make Yourself a glorious

name.
15 Look down from heaven,

And see from Your habitation,
holy and glorious.

Where are Your zeal and Your
strength,

The yearning of Your heart and
Your mercies toward me?

Are they restrained?
16 Doubtless You are our Father,

Though Abraham was ignorant
of us,

And Israel does not
acknowledge us.

You, O LORD, are our Father;
Our Redeemer from Everlasting

is Your name.
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17 O LORD, why have You gmade

us stray from Your ways,
And hardened our heart from

Your hfear?
Return for Your servants’ sake,
The tribes of Your inheritance.

18 Your holy people have
possessed it but a little
while;

Our adversaries have trodden
down Your sanctuary.

19 We have become like those of
old, over whom You never
ruled,

Those who were never called
by Your name.

The remnant’s prayer for deliverance
at the return of Christ

64OH, that You would rend
the heavens!

That You would come down!
That the mountains might

shake at Your ipresence—
2 As fire burns brushwood,

As fire causes water to boil—
To make Your name known to

Your adversaries,
That the nations may tremble

at Your presence!
3 When You did awesome things

for which we did not look,
You came down,
The mountains shook at Your

presence.
4 For since the beginning of the

world
Men have not heard nor

perceived by the ear,
Nor has the eye seen any God

besides You,
jWho acts for the one who waits

for Him.
5 You meet him who rejoices and

does righteousness,
Who remembers You in Your

ways.
You are indeed angry, for we

have sinned—
In these ways we continue;
And we need to be saved.

63:16 You are our Father. Compare Is. 1:2; 64:8. Israel
collectively, the national Israel, recognizes God as the na-
tional Father (compare Ex. 4:22–23). Doubtless the believ-
ing Israelite was born anew (compare John 3:3,5 with Luke
13:28), but the OT Scriptures show no trace of the con-
sciousness of personal sonship. The explanation is given in

Gal. 4:1–7. The Israelite, though a child, “does not differ at
all from a slave.” The Spirit, as the “Spirit of His Son,”
could not be given to impart the consciousness of sonship
until redemption had been accomplished (Gal. 4:4–6). See
Adoption (Rom. 8:15; Eph. 1:5, note).



3 A people who hprovoke Me to
anger continually to My
face;

Who sacrifice in gardens,
And burn incense on altars of

brick;
4 Who sit among the graves,

And spend the night in the
tombs;

Who eat iswine’s flesh,
And the broth of abominable

things is in their vessels;
5 Who say, ‘Keep to yourself,

Do not come near me,
For I am jholier than you!’
These are smoke in My

nostrils,
A fire that burns all the day.

6“Behold, it is written before Me:
I will not keep silence, but will

repay—
Even repay into their bosom—

7 Your iniquities and the
kiniquities of your fathers
together,”

Says the LORD,
“Who have burned incense on

the lmountains
And mblasphemed Me on the

hills;
Therefore I will measure their

former work into their
bosom.”

8Thus says the LORD:

“As the new wine is found in
the cluster,

And one says, ‘Do not destroy
it,

For a blessing is in it,’
So will I do for My servants’

sake,
That I may not destroy them

nall.
9 I will bring forth descendants

from Jacob,
And from Judah an heir of My

mountains;
My oelect shall inherit it,
And My servants shall dwell

there.
10 pSharon shall be a fold of flocks,

And the qValley of Achor a
place for herds to lie down,

For My people who have
rsought Me.

6 But we are all like an unclean
thing,

And all aour righteousnesses
are like filthy rags;

We all fade as a leaf,
And our iniquities, like the

wind,
Have taken us away.

7 And there is no one who calls
on Your name,

Who stirs himself up to take
hold of You;

For You have hidden Your face
from us,

And have consumed us because
of our iniquities.

8 But now, O LORD,
You are our bFather;
We are the clay, and You our

cpotter;
And all we are the work of Your

hand.
9 Do not be furious, O LORD,

Nor remember iniquity forever;
Indeed, please look—we all are

Your people!
10 Your holy cities are a

wilderness,
Zion is a wilderness,
Jerusalem a desolation.

11 Our holy and beautiful temple,
Where our fathers praised You,
Is burned up with fire;
And all our pleasant things are

laid waste.
12 Will You restrain Yourself

because of these things,
O LORD?

Will You hold Your peace, and
afflict us very severely?

The LORD’s answer:
no return until repentance

65“I WAS sought by those who
did not ask for Me;

I was found by those who ddid
not seek Me.

I said, ‘Here I am, here I am,’
To a nation that was not called

by My name.
2 I have estretched out My hands

all day long to a frebellious
people,

Who gwalk in a way that is not
good,

According to their own
thoughts;

65:3

h Deut. 32:21

65:4

i Lev. 11:7; Is.
66:17

65:5

j Cp. Luke 18:9-
12

65:7

k Ex. 20:5

l Ezek. 18:6

m Is. 57:7; Ezek.
20:27-28

65:8

n Is. 1:9; Amos
9:8-9

65:9

o vv. 15,22; cp.
Matt. 24:22;
Rom. 11:1-12

65:10

p Is. 33:9; 35:2

q Josh. 7:24,26;
Hos. 2:15

r Is. 55:6

64:6

a Righteousness
(garment): v. 6;
Matt. 6:33.
(Gen. 3:21; Rev.
19:8, note)

64:8

b See Is. 63:16,
note

c Is. 29:16; 45:9;
Jer. 18:6; Rom.
9:20-21

65:1

d Rom. 10:20

65:2

e Rom. 10:21

f Is. 1:2,23

g Is. 42:24

996 ISAIAH 64:6—65:10



11“But you are those who forsake
the LORD,

Who forget My holy mountain,
Who prepare a table for Gad,*
And who furnish a drink

offering for Meni.*
12 Therefore I will number you for

the sword,
And you shall all bow down to

the slaughter;
Because, when I called, you did

anot answer;
When I spoke, you did not

hear,
But did evil before My eyes,
And chose that in which I do

not delight.”
13Therefore thus says the Lord

GOD:

“Behold, My servants shall eat,
But you shall be hungry;
Behold, My servants shall

drink,
But you shall be thirsty;
Behold, My servants shall

rejoice,
But you shall be ashamed;

14 Behold, My servants shall sing
for joy of heart,

But you shall cry for sorrow of
heart,

And wail for grief of spirit.
15 You shall leave your name as a

bcurse to My chosen;
For the Lord GOD will slay you,
And ccall His servants by

another name;
16 So that he who blesses himself

in the earth
Shall bless himself in the God

of truth;
And he who swears in the

earth
Shall swear by the God of truth;
Because the former troubles are

dforgotten,
And because they are hidden

from My eyes.

New heavens and new earth
17“For behold, I ecreate new

heavens and a new earth;

65:19

f Is. 62:4-5

g Is. 35:10; 51:11;
Rev. 7:17; 21:4

65:21

h Ezek. 28:26;
45:4; Hos.
11:11; Amos
9:14

65:22

i Is. 62:8-9

j Cp. Ps. 92:12-
14

65:24

k Is. 58:9

l Is. 30:19; Dan.
9:20-23

65:12

a 2 Chr. 36:15-16;
Is. 50:2; 66:4

65:15

b Jer. 29:22; Zech.
8:13

c Is. 62:2; cp. Acts
11:26

65:16

d Cp. Rev. 21:4

65:17

e Is. 51:16; 66:22;
2 Pet. 3:13; Rev.
21:1
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And the former shall not be

remembered or come to
mind.

Millennial conditions in the
renewed earth with curse removed

18 But be glad and rejoice forever
in what I create;

For behold, I create Jerusalem
as a rejoicing,

And her people a joy.
19 I will frejoice in Jerusalem,

And joy in My people;
The voice of gweeping shall no

longer be heard in her,
Nor the voice of crying.

20“No more shall an infant from
there live but a few days,

Nor an old man who has not
fulfilled his days;

For the child shall die one
hundred years old,

But the sinner being one
hundred years old shall be
accursed.

21 hThey shall build houses and
inhabit them;

They shall plant vineyards and
eat their fruit.

22 They shall not build and
another inhabit;

They shall not plant and
ianother eat;

For as the days of a jtree, so
shall be the days of My
people,

And My elect shall long enjoy
the work of their hands.

23 They shall not labor in vain,
Nor bring forth children for

trouble;
For they shall be the

descendants of the blessed
of the LORD,

And their offspring with them.
24“It shall come to pass

That before they call, I will
kanswer;

And while they are still
speaking, I will lhear.

*65:11 Literally Troop or Fortune, a pagan deity
* Literally Number or Destiny, a pagan deity

65:17 behold I create. Verse 17 looks beyond the King-
dom Age to the new heavens and the new earth (see marg.
at “create”), but vv. 18–25 describe the Kingdom Age itself.

Longevity will be restored, but death, the “last enemy”
(1 Cor. 15:26), will not be destroyed until after Satan’s re-
bellion at the end of the thousand years (Rev. 20:7–14).



You who tremble at His word:
“Your brethren who ghated you,

Who cast you out for My
name’s sake, said,

‘Let the LORD be hglorified,
That we may see your joy.’
But they shall be ashamed.”

6 The sound of noise from the
city!

A voice from the temple!
The voice of the LORD,
Who fully repays His enemies!

Israel reborn in a day
7“Before she iwas in labor, she

gave birth;
Before her pain came,
She delivered a male child.

8 Who has heard such a thing?
Who has seen such things?
Shall the earth be made to give

birth in one day?
Or shall a nation be born at

once?
For as soon as Zion was in

labor,
She gave birth to her children.

9 Shall I bring to the time of
birth, and not cause
delivery?” says the LORD.

“Shall I who cause delivery shut
up the womb?” says your
God.

Joy in Jerusalem in the kingdom
10“Rejoice with Jerusalem,

And be glad with her, all you
who love her;

Rejoice for joy with her, all you
who mourn for her;

11 That you may feed and be
satisfied

With the consolation of her
bosom,

That you may drink deeply and
be delighted

With the abundance of her
glory.”

12For thus says the LORD:

“Behold, I will extend jpeace to
her like a river,

25 The wolf and the lamb shall
feed together,

The lion shall eat straw like the
ox,

And dust shall be the serpent’s
food.

They shall not ahurt nor destroy
in all My holy bmountain,”

Says the LORD.

The LORD, whose throne is in heaven,
rebukes hypocrisy

66THUS says the LORD:

“Heaven c is My throne,
And earth is My footstool.
Where is the house that you

will build Me?
And where is the place of My

rest?
2 For all those things My hand

has made,
And all those things exist,”
Says the LORD.

“But on this one will I look:
dOn him who is poor and of a

contrite spirit,
And who trembles at My word.

3“He who kills a bull is as if he
slays a man;

He who esacrifices a lamb, as if
he breaks a dog’s neck;

He who offers a grain offering,
as if he offers swine’s
blood;

He who burns incense, as if he
blesses an idol.

Just as they have chosen their
own ways,

And their soul delights in their
abominations,

4 So will I choose their delusions,
And bring their fears on them;
Because, when I called, fno one

answered,
When I spoke they did not

hear;
But they did evil before My

eyes,
And chose that in which I do

not delight.”
5 Hear the word of the LORD,

66:5

g Is. 60:15; cp.
Luke 6:22

h 2 Thess. 1:10;
Titus 2:13

66:7

i vv. 7-8; see Mic.
4:11, note

66:12

j Is. 48:18

65:25

a Is. 11:6-9

b Kingdom (OT):
vv. 18-25; Jer.
23:5. (Gen.
1:26; Zech.
12:8, note)

66:1

c vv. 1-2; Acts
7:49-50; 17:24

66:2

d Ps. 34:18;
51:17; Is. 57:15

66:3

e Is. 1:10-17;
58:1-5; Mic.
6:7-8

66:4

f Is. 65:12

998 ISAIAH 65:25—66:12

66:7 “Who has heard such a thing?” (v. 8). Here is
something contrary to nature in that it is a supernatural
plan of God. The time of Israel’s labor is “the time of Ja-
cob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:7), the tribulation. Christ, a “male

child,” was born historically long before that time of pain
(as prophesied in v. 7). But when Israel’s time of labor ar-
rives, a repentant remnant of Israel, “a nation,” will be born
“in one day” at the Lord’s return to the earth.



And the glory of the aGentiles
like a flowing stream.

Then you shall feed;
On her sides shall you be

carried,
And be dandled on her knees.

13 As one whom his mother
comforts,

So I will bcomfort you;
And you shall be comforted in

Jerusalem.”
14 When you see this, your heart

shall rejoice,
And your cbones shall flourish

like grass;
The hand of the LORD shall be

known to His servants,
And His indignation to His

enemies.
15 For behold, the LORD will come

with dfire
And with His chariots, like a

whirlwind,
To erender His anger with fury,
And His rebuke with flames of

fire.
16 For by fire and by His fsword

The LORD will judge all flesh;
And the slain of the LORD shall

be gmany.
17“Those who sanctify themselves

and purify themselves,
To go to the gardens
After an idol in the midst,
Eating swine’s flesh and the

abomination and the
mouse,

Shall be hconsumed together,”
says the LORD.

18“For I know their works and
their ithoughts. It shall be that I will
jgather all nations and tongues; and
they shall come and see My glory.

66:19

k Mal. 1:11

66:20

l Is. 49:22

m Is. 18:7

66:21

n Is. 61:6

66:22

o Is. 65:17; 2 Pet.
3:13; Rev. 21:1

66:23

p Zech. 14:17-21

66:24

q Mark 9:44

66:12

a Is. 61:6

66:13

b Is. 51:3

66:14

c See Ezek. 37:1,
note

66:15

d Is. 9:5; 2 Thess.
1:8

e Day (of the
LORD): vv. 15-
24; Jer. 25:29.
(Ps. 2:9; Rev.
19:19, note)

66:16

f Armageddon
(battle of): vv.
15-16; Jer.
25:29. (Is.
10:27; Rev.
19:17, note)

g Is. 34:6

66:17

h Is. 65:3-8

66:18

i Is. 59:7

j Jer. 3:17

ISAIAH 66:13–24 999
19“I will set a sign among them;

and those among them who escape
I will send to the nations: to Tar-
shish and Pul* and Lud, who draw
the bow, and Tubal and Javan, to the
coastlands afar off who have not
heard My fame nor seen My glory.
And they shall declare My kglory
among the Gentiles.

20“Then they shall lbring all your
brethren for an moffering to the
LORD out of all nations, on horses
and in chariots and in litters, on
mules and on camels, to My holy
mountain Jerusalem,” says the
LORD, “as the children of Israel
bring an offering in a clean vessel
into the house of the LORD.

21“And I will also take some of
them for npriests and Levites,” says
the LORD.

Forever in God’s presence
22“For as the onew heavens and

the new earth
Which I will make shall remain

before Me,” says the LORD,
“So shall your descendants and

your name remain.
23 And it shall come to pass

That from one New Moon to
another,

And from one Sabbath to
another,

All pflesh shall come to worship
before Me,” says the LORD.

24“And they shall go forth and
look

Upon the corpses of the men
Who have transgressed against

Me.
For their qworm does not die,
And their fire is not quenched.
They shall be an abhorrence to

all flesh.”

*66:19 Following Masoretic Text and Targum;
Septuagint reads Put (compare Jeremiah 46:9).

Tarshish: a city of a distant land, possibly Spain, that
was rich in metals.
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I. Prophecies of Judgment
on Judah, 1—45

Jeremiah’s call and commission

1THE words of Jeremiah the son
of Hilkiah, of the apriests who

were in bAnathoth in the land of
Benjamin,

2to whom the word of the LORD
came in the days of cJosiah the son
of Amon, king of Judah, in the thir-
teenth year of his reign.

3It came also in the days of dJe-
hoiakim the son of Josiah, king of
Judah, until the end of the eleventh
year of eZedekiah the son of Josiah,
king of Judah, until the carrying
away of Jerusalem captive in the
fifth month.

4Then the word of the LORD came
to me, saying:

5“Before I formed you in the
fwomb I knew you;

Before you were born I
gsanctified you;

I ordained you a prophet to the
nations.”

6Then said I:

“Ah, Lord GOD!
Behold, hI cannot speak, for I

am a youth.”
7But the LORD said to me:

“Do not say, ‘I am a youth,’
For you shall go to all to whom

I send you,
And whatever I command you,

you shall speak.
8 Do not be afraid of their ifaces,

jFor I am with you to deliver
you,” says the LORD.

1:9

k Cp. Ezek. 40:3-
4, a theophany.
See Gen. 12:7,
note

l Inspiration: v. 9;
Jer. 30:2. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

1:13

m Ezek. 11:3,7;
24:3-14

1:15

n Jer. 25:9

o Jer. 39:3

1:1

a Cp. 1 Kin. 2:26

b Jer. 29:27

1:2

c 2 Kin. 21:24

1:3

d 2 Kin. 23:34

e 2 Kin. 24:17

1:5

f Cp. Is. 49:5;
Gal. 1:15

g Sanctification
(OT): v. 5; Dan.
4:13. (Gen. 2:3;
Zech. 8:3, note)

1:6

h Cp. Ex. 4:10-12

1:8

i Ezek. 2:6

j Cp. Ex. 3:12;
Deut. 31:6,8;
Josh. 1:5
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9Then the LORD put forth His

khand and touched my mouth, and
the LORD said to me:

“Behold, I have put My lwords
in your mouth.

10 See, I have this day set you
over the nations and over
the kingdoms,

To root out and to pull down,
To destroy and to throw down,
To build and to plant.”

Signs confirming Jeremiah’s call
11Moreover the word of the LORD

came to me, saying, “Jeremiah,
what do you see?” And I said, “I see
a branch of an almond tree.”

12Then the LORD said to me, “You
have seen well, for I am ready to
perform My word.”

13And the word of the LORD came
to me the second time, saying,
“What do you see?” And I said, “I
see a mboiling pot, and it is facing
away from the north.”

14Then the LORD said to me:

“Out of the north calamity shall
break forth

On all the inhabitants of the
land.

15 For behold, I am ncalling
All the families of the kingdoms

of the north,” says the
LORD;

“They shall come and each one
set his throne

At the entrance of the ogates of
Jerusalem,

Against all its walls all 
around,

And against all the cities of
Judah.

Jeremiah: whom Jehovah has appointed. A prophet of
God who foretold the destruction and captivity of Ju-
dah by the Babylonians. Writer of the books of Jere-
miah and Lamentations.

Jehoiakim: Jehovah has set up. Son of Josiah. He was
made king of Judah by Pharaoh Necho after taking Je-
hoahaz into captivity.

Zedekiah: justice of Jehovah. Son of Josiah. The last
king of Judah. Nebuchadnezzar made him king,
changing his name from Mattaniah. Zedekiah rebelled
against Nebuchadnezzar who then destroyed Jeru-
salem and took the Jews into captivity.

1:1 Approximately 626–580 B.C.
1:3 fifth month. This is the month of Ab in the Hebrew

religious calendar. It correlates to the modern months of
July–August. For more information on the Hebrew religious
calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

1:11 almond tree. Because it flowers earlier than other
trees, the almond (sounds like Hebrew for the watcher)
signifies the near fulfillment of God’s purposed judgment
(v. 10).

1:13 boiling pot. The boiling pot symbolizes a raging
conflict which was to descend upon the land from the
north, that is, the Babylonian invasion.

Benjamin: son of the right hand. The tribe of Israel
named after the youngest son of Jacob and Rachel.



house of Jacob and all the families of
the house of Israel.

5Thus says the LORD:

“What i injustice have your
fathers found in Me,

That they have gone far from
Me,

Have followed idols,
And have become idolaters?

6 Neither did they say, ‘Where is
the LORD,

Who jbrought us up out of the
land of Egypt,

Who led us through the
wilderness,

Through a land of deserts and
pits,

Through a land of drought and
the shadow of death,

Through a land that no one
crossed

And where no one dwelt?’
7 I brought you into a bountiful

country,
To eat its fruit and its goodness.
But when you entered, you

kdefiled My land
And made My heritage an

abomination.
8 The priests did not say, ‘Where

is the LORD?’
And those who handle the law

did lnot know Me;
The rulers also transgressed

against Me;
The prophets prophesied by Baal,
And walked after things that do

not profit.
9“Therefore I will yet mbring

charges against you,” says
the LORD,

“And against your children’s
children I will bring
charges.

10 For pass beyond the coasts of
Cyprus* and see,

Send to Kedar* and consider
diligently,

16 I will utter My judgments
Against them concerning all

their wickedness,
aBecause they have forsaken Me,
Burned bincense to other gods,
And worshiped the works of

their own chands.
17“Therefore prepare yourself and

arise,
And speak to them all that I

command you.
Do not be dismayed before

their faces,
Lest I dismay you before them.

18 For behold, I have made you
this day

A dfortified city and an iron
pillar,

And bronze walls against the
whole land—

Against the kings of Judah,
Against its princes,
Against its priests,
And against the people of the

land.
19 They will fight against you,

But they shall not prevail
against you.

For I am with you,” says the
LORD, “to deliver you.”

First message to apostate Judah:
entreaty and warning (2:1—3:5)

2MOREOVER the word of the
LORD came to me, saying,

2“Go and cry in the hearing of
Jerusalem, saying, ‘Thus says the
LORD:

“I remember you,
The kindness of your eyouth,
The love of your betrothal,
When you fwent after Me in

the wilderness,
In a land not sown.

3 g Israel was holiness to the LORD,
The firstfruits of His increase.
All that devour him will offend;
Disaster will hcome upon

them,” says the LORD.’ ”
4Hear the word of the LORD, O

2:5

i Is. 5:4; Mic. 6:3

2:6

j Is. 63:9,11-13;
Hos. 13:4

2:7

k Is. 24:5; Jer. 3:1

2:8

l Cp. Mal. 2:1-9

2:9

m Ezek. 20:35-36;
Mic. 6:2

1:16

a Deut. 28:20; Jer.
17:13

b Is. 65:3-4; Jer.
7:9

c Is. 37:19; Jer.
2:28

1:18

d Is. 50:7; Jer.
6:27; 15:20

2:2

e Ezek. 16:8; cp.
Ezek.
16:22,43,60;
23:1-21

f Deut. 2:7

2:3

g Ex. 19:5-6

h Gen. 12:3; Is.
41:11; Jer.
30:15-16

1002 JEREMIAH 1:16—2:10

*2:10 Hebrew Kittim, western lands, especially
Cyprus * In the northern Arabian desert,
representative of the eastern cultures

2:1 word of the LORD. The general character of the
first message to Judah is threefold: the LORD (1) reminds
Israel of the days of blessing and deliverance, e.g. 2:1–7;
(2) reproaches them with forsaking Him, e.g. 2:13; and
(3) accuses them of choosing other, and impotent, gods,

e.g. 2:10–12, 26–28.
2:7 a bountiful country. Literally the land of Carmel.

Num. 13:27; 14:7–8; Deut. 8:7–9.
2:8 rulers. Literally shepherds.



And see if there has been such
a athing.

11 Has a nation changed its gods,
Which are not gods?
But My people have changed

their Glory
For what does not profit.

12 Be astonished, O heavens, at
this,

And be horribly afraid;
Be very desolate,” says the LORD.

13“For My people have committed
two evils:

They have forsaken Me, the
bfountain of living waters,

And hewn themselves
cisterns—broken cisterns
that can hold no water.

14“ Is Israel a servant?
Is he a homeborn slave?
Why is he plundered?

15 The young lions roared at him,
and growled;

They made his land waste;
His cities are burned, without

inhabitant.
16 Also the people of Noph* and

cTahpanhes
Have broken the crown of your

head.
17 Have you not brought this on

yourself,
In that you have forsaken the

LORD your God
When He dled you in the way?

18 And now why take the road to
eEgypt,

To drink the waters of fSihor?
Or why take the road to

gAssyria,
To drink the waters of the

River?
19 Your own wickedness will

hcorrect you,
And your backslidings will

rebuke you.
Know therefore and see that it

is an evil and bitter thing
That you have forsaken the

LORD your God,
And the fear of Me is not in

you,”
Says the Lord GOD of hosts.
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20“For of old I have ibroken your

yoke and burst your bonds;
And you jsaid, ‘I will not

transgress,’
When kon every high hill and

under every green tree
You lay down, playing the

harlot.
21 Yet I had planted you a noble

lvine, a seed of highest
quality.

How then have you turned
before Me

Into the mdegenerate plant of
an alien vine?

22 For though you wash yourself
with lye, and use much
soap,

Yet your iniquity is nmarked
before Me,” says the Lord
GOD.

23“How can you say, ‘I am onot
polluted,

I have not gone after the Baals’?
See your way in the valley;
Know what you have done:
You are a swift dromedary

breaking loose in her ways,
24 A wild donkey used to the

wilderness,
That sniffs at the wind in her

desire;
In her time of mating, who can

turn her away?
All those who seek her will not

weary themselves;
In her month they will find her.

25 Withhold your foot from being
unshod, and your throat
from thirst.

But you said, p‘There is no
hope.

No! For I have loved aliens, and
after them I will go.’

26“As the thief is ashamed when
he is found out,

So is the house of Israel
ashamed;

They and their kings and their
princes, and their priests
and their qprophets,

*2:16 That is, Memphis in ancient Egypt

2:18 River. That is, the Euphrates.
2:21 alien. That is, foreign or wild.

Baal: lord. A pagan god of the Moabites and Canaan-
ites.



Because you say, ‘I have not
sinned.’

36 Why do you igad about so
much to change your way?

Also you shall be ashamed of
Egypt as you were ashamed
of Assyria.

37 Indeed you will go forth from
him

With your hands on your head;
For the LORD has rejected your

trusted allies,
And you will jnot prosper by

them.

The polluted land

3“THEY say, ‘If a man divorces
his wife,

And she goes from him
And becomes another man’s,
May he return to her kagain?’
Would not that land be greatly

polluted?
But you have played the harlot

with many lovers;
Yet return to Me,” says the

LORD.
2“Lift up your eyes to the desolate

lheights and see:
Where have you not mlain with

men?
By the road you have sat for

them
Like an Arabian in the

wilderness;
And you have polluted the land
With your harlotries and your

wickedness.
3 Therefore the nshowers have

been withheld,
And there has been no latter

rain.
You have had a harlot’s

forehead;
You refuse to be ashamed.

4 Will you not from this time cry
to Me,

‘My Father, You are the guide
oof my youth?

5 Will He remain angry forever?
Will He keep it to the end?’
Behold, you have spoken and

done evil things,
As you were able.”

27 Saying to a tree, ‘You are my
father,’

And to a astone, ‘You gave birth
to me.’

For they have turned their back
to Me, and not their face.

But in the time of their btrouble
They will say, ‘Arise and save

us.’
28 But cwhere are your gods that

you have made for
yourselves?

Let them arise,
If they can dsave you in the

time of your trouble;
For according to the number of

your cities
Are your gods, O Judah.

29“Why will you plead with Me?
You all have transgressed

against Me,” says the LORD.
30“In vain I have chastened your

children;
They ereceived no correction.
Your sword has fdevoured your

prophets
Like a destroying lion.

31“O generation, see the word of
the LORD!

Have I been a wilderness to
Israel,

Or a land of darkness?
Why do My people say, ‘We are

lords;
We will come no more to You’?

32 Can a virgin forget her
ornaments,

Or a bride her attire?
Yet My people have gforgotten

Me days without number.
33“Why do you beautify your way

to seek love?
Therefore you have also taught
The wicked women your ways.

34 Also on your skirts is found
The blood of the lives of the

poor innocents.
I have not found it by secret

search,
But plainly on all these things.

35 Yet you hsay, ‘Because I am
innocent,

Surely His anger shall turn from
me.’

Behold, I will plead My case
against you,
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Second message: future glory
conditional upon repentance 

(3:6—6:30)
6The LORD said also to me in the

days of Josiah the king: “Have you
seen what backsliding Israel has
done? She has gone up on every high
mountain and under every green
tree, and there played the harlot.

7“And I said, after she had done
all these things, ‘Return to Me.’ But
she did not return. And her treach-
erous asister Judah saw it.

8“Then I saw that for all the
causes for which backsliding Israel
had committed adultery, I had put
her away and given her a certificate
of bdivorce; yet her treacherous sis-
ter Judah did not fear, but went and
played the harlot also.

9“So it came to pass, through her
casual harlotry, that she defiled the
land and committed adultery with
cstones and trees.

10“And yet for all this her treach-
erous sister Judah has not turned to
Me dwith her whole heart, but in
pretense,” says the LORD.

11Then the LORD said to me, “Back-
sliding Israel has shown herself more
righteous than treacherous Judah.

12“Go and proclaim these words
toward the north, and say:

‘Return, backsliding Israel,’ says
the LORD;

‘ I will not cause My anger to fall
on you.

eFor I am merciful,’ says the
LORD;

‘ I will not remain angry forever.
13 Only facknowledge your

iniquity,
That you have transgressed

against the LORD your God,
And have scattered your

charms
To alien deities under every

green tree,
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And you have not obeyed My

voice,’ says the LORD.
14“Return, O backsliding chil-

dren,” says the LORD; “for I am
gmarried to you. I will take you, one
from a city and two from a family,
and I will bring you to hZion.

15“And I will give you ishepherds
according to My heart, who will
jfeed you with knowledge and un-
derstanding.

16“Then it shall come to pass,
when you are multiplied and k in-
creased in the land in those days,”
says the LORD, “that they will say no
more, ‘The ark of the covenant of
the LORD.’ It shall not come to
mind, nor shall they remember it,
nor shall they visit it, nor shall it be
made anymore.

17“At that time Jerusalem shall be
called The Throne of the LORD, and
all the lnations shall be gathered to
it, to the name of the LORD, to
Jerusalem. No more shall they fol-
low the dictates of their evil hearts.

18“In those days the mhouse of Ju-
dah shall walk with the house of Is-
rael, and they shall come together
out of the land of the north to the
land that I have given as an inheri-
tance to your fathers.

19“But I said:

‘How can I put you among the
children

And give you a pleasant land,
A beautiful heritage of the hosts

of nations?’

“And I said:

‘You shall call Me, n“My Father,”
And not turn away from Me.’

20 Surely, as a wife treacherously
departs from her husband,

So have you dealt treacherously
with Me,

O house of Israel,” says the
LORD.

3:6 The general character of the second message to
Judah is: 

(1) reproach that the example of the LORD’s chastening
of the northern kingdom (2 Kin. 17:1–18) has produced no
effect upon Judah, e.g. 3:6–10; 

(2) warning of a like chastisement impending over Ju-
dah, e.g. vv. 15–17; 

(3) touching appeals to return to the LORD, e.g. 3:12–14;
and

(4) promises of final national restoration and blessing,
e.g. 3:16–18.

3:6 Israel. Israel and Ephraim are the names by which
the northern kingdom (the ten tribes) is usually called in the
prophets. When the name Israel refers to the whole nation,
the context makes it clear.



4 lCircumcise yourselves to the
LORD,

And take away the foreskins of
your hearts,

You men of Judah and
inhabitants of Jerusalem,

Lest My fury come forth like
fire,

And burn so that no one can
quench it,

Because of the evil of your
doings.”

5Declare in Judah and proclaim in
Jerusalem, and say:

“Blowm the trumpet in the land;
Cry, ‘Gather together,’
And say, n‘Assemble yourselves,
And let us go into the fortified

cities.’
6 Set up the standard toward

Zion.
Take refuge! Do not delay!
For I will bring disaster from

the onorth,
And great destruction.”

7 The lion has come up from his
thicket,

And the pdestroyer of nations is
on his way.

He has gone forth from his place
To make your land desolate.
Your cities will be laid waste,
Without inhabitant.

8 For this, qclothe yourself with
sackcloth,

Lament and wail.
For the fierce anger of the LORD
Has not turned back from us.

9“And it shall come to pass in
that day,” says the LORD,

“That the heart of the king shall
perish,

And the heart of the princes;
The priests shall be astonished,
And the prophets shall wonder.”

10 Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD!
Surely You have greatly

rdeceived this people and
Jerusalem,

Saying, ‘You shall have peace,’
Whereas the sword reaches to

the heart.”

21 A voice was heard on the
desolate aheights,

Weeping and supplications of
the children of Israel.

For they have perverted their
way;

They have forgotten the LORD
their God.

22“Return, you backsliding children,
And I will bheal your

backslidings.”

“Indeed we do come to You,
For You are the LORD our God.

23 Truly, in vain is salvation hoped
for from the chills,

And from the multitude of
mountains;

Truly, din the LORD our God
Is the salvation of Israel.

24 For shame has devoured
The labor of our efathers from

our youth—
Their flocks and their herds,
Their sons and their daughters.

25 We lie down in our shame,
And our reproach covers us.

fFor we have sinned against the
LORD our God,

We and our fathers,
From our youth even to this

day,
And have not obeyed the voice

of the LORD our God.”

Judgment of invasion predicted

4“IF you will return, O Israel,”
says the LORD,

“Return g to Me;
And if you will put away your

abominations out of My
sight,

Then you shall not hbe moved.
2 And you shall swear, ‘The LORD

lives,’
In truth, in judgment, and in

righteousness;
The inations shall bless

themselves in Him,
And in Him they shall jglory.”

3For thus says the LORD to the
men of Judah and Jerusalem:

“Break k up your fallow ground,
And do not sow among thorns.
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4:7 lion. The word “lion” is a metaphorical allusion to
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon (Dan. 7:4).

4:10 deceived. God never deceives His people. Jeremi-
ah thought that God had deceived him (see Jer. 20:7, note),



11 At that time it will be said
To this people and to Jerusalem,

“A dry awind of the desolate
heights blows in the
wilderness

Toward the daughter of My
people—

Not to fan or to cleanse—
12 A wind too strong for these will

come for Me;
Now I will also speak judgment

against them.”
13“Behold, he shall come up like

clouds,
And his bchariots like a

whirlwind.
His chorses are swifter than

eagles.
Woe to us, for we are

plundered!”
14 O Jerusalem, dwash your heart

from wickedness,
That you may be saved.
How long shall your evil

thoughts lodge within you?
15 For a voice declares from Dan

And proclaims affliction from
Mount Ephraim:

16“Make mention to the nations,
Yes, proclaim against Jerusalem,
That watchers come from a efar

country
And raise their voice against

the cities of Judah.
17 Like keepers of a field they are

fagainst her all around,
Because she has been

rebellious against Me,”
says the LORD.

18“Your ways and your doings
Have procured these things for

you.
This is your wickedness,
Because it is bitter,
Because it reaches to your

heart.”
19 O my soul, my soul!

I am pained in my very heart!
My heart makes a noise in me;
I cannot hold my peace,
Because you have heard, O my

soul,
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The sound of the trumpet,
The alarm of war.

20 gDestruction upon destruction is
cried,

For the whole land is plundered.
Suddenly my htents are

plundered,
And my curtains in a moment.

21 How long will I see the standard,
And hear the sound of the

trumpet?
22“For My people are foolish,

They have inot known Me.
They are silly children,
And they have jno

understanding.
kThey are wise to do levil,
But to do good they have no

knowledge.”
23 I beheld the earth, and indeed

it was without form, and
void;

And the heavens, they had no
light.

24 I beheld the mountains, and
indeed they trembled,

And all the mhills moved back
and forth.

25 I beheld, and indeed there was
no man,

And all the birds of the heavens
had fled.

26 I beheld, and indeed the fruitful
land was a nwilderness,

And all its cities were broken
down

At the presence of the LORD,
By His fierce anger.

27For thus says the LORD:

“The whole land shall be
desolate;

Yet I will not make a ofull end.
28 For this shall the earth mourn,

And the heavens above be
black,

Because I have spoken.
I have ppurposed and will not

qrelent,
Nor will I turn back from it.

29 The whole city shall flee from
the noise of the horsemen
and bowmen.

because he had failed to understand the full import of di-
vine revelation concerning impending judgment. Actually
God had plainly warned the people of Israel.

Dan: judge. The son of Jacob whose ancestors be-
came known as the tribe of Dan.



4 Therefore I said, “Surely these
are poor.

They are foolish;
For they gdo not know the way

of the LORD,
The judgment of their God.

5 I will go to the great men and
speak to them,

For hthey have known the way
of the LORD,

The judgment of their God.”

But these have altogether
broken the yoke

And burst the bonds.
6 Therefore a lion from the forest

shall slay them,
A wolf of the deserts shall

destroy them;
A leopard will watch over their

cities.
Everyone who goes out from

there shall be torn in
pieces,

Because their transgressions
are many;

Their backslidings have
increased.

7“How shall I pardon you for this?
Your children have forsaken Me
And isworn by those that jare

not gods.
When I had fed them to the full,
Then they committed adultery
And assembled themselves by

troops in the harlots’
houses.

8 They were like well-fed lusty
stallions;

Every one neighed after his
neighbor’s wife.

9 Shall I not punish them for these
things?” says the LORD.

“And shall I not kavenge Myself
on such a nation as this?

10“Go up on her walls and destroy,
But do not make a lcomplete

end.
Take away her branches,
For they are not the LORD’S.

11 For the house of Israel and the
house of Judah

Have dealt very treacherously
with Me,” says the LORD.

12 They have mlied about the
LORD,

And nsaid, “It is not oHe.

They shall go into thickets and
climb up on the rocks.

Every city shall be forsaken,
And not a man shall dwell in it.

30“And when you are plundered,
What will you do?
Though you clothe yourself

with crimson,
Though you adorn yourself

with ornaments of gold,
Though you aenlarge your eyes

with paint,
In vain you will make yourself

fair;
Your blovers will despise you;
They will seek your life.

31“For I have heard a voice as of a
woman in labor,

The anguish as of her who
brings forth her first child,

The voice of the daughter of
Zion bewailing herself;

She spreads her hands, saying,
‘Woe is me now, for my soul is

weary
Because of murderers!’

Reasons for judgment

5“RUN to and fro through the
streets of Jerusalem;

See now and know;
And seek in her open places
If you can find a cman,
If there is anyone who executes

judgment,
Who seeks the truth,
And I will pardon her.

2 dThough they say, ‘As the LORD
lives,’

Surely they swear falsely.”
3 O LORD, are not eYour eyes on

the truth?
You have stricken them,
But they have not grieved;
You have consumed them,
But they have refused to

receive correction.
They have made their faces

harder than rock;
They have frefused to return.
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Jerusalem: founded in peace. The capital of David’s
kingdom and the religious center of Israel. Solomon
built a magnificent temple here. The city and temple
were destroyed and restored throughout Israel’s history.



Neither will evil come upon us,
Nor shall we see sword or

famine.
13 And the prophets become wind,

For the word is not in them.
Thus shall it be done to them.”

14Therefore thus says the LORD
God of hosts:

“Because you speak this word,
Behold, I will make My words

in your mouth fire,
And this people wood,
And it shall devour them.

15 Behold, aI will bring a nation
against you from afar,

O house of Israel,” says the
LORD.

“It is a mighty nation,
It is an ancient nation,
A nation whose language you

do not know,
Nor can you understand what

they say.
16 Their quiver is like an open

tomb;
They are all mighty men.

17 bAnd they shall eat up your
harvest and your bread,

Which your sons and daughters
should eat.

They shall eat up your flocks
and your herds;

They shall eat up your vines
and your fig trees;

They shall destroy your fortified
cities,

In which you ctrust, with the
sword.

18“Nevertheless in those days,”
says the LORD, “I will not make a
dcomplete end of you.

19“And it will be when you say,
e‘Why does the LORD our God do all
these things to us?’ then you shall
answer them, ‘Just as you have ffor-
saken Me and served foreign gods
in your land, so you shall serve
aliens in a land that is not yours.’
20“Declare this in the house of

Jacob
And proclaim it in Judah, saying,

21 ‘Hear this now, O foolish people,
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gWithout understanding,
Who have eyes and see not,
And who have ears and hear

not:
22 Do you not fear hMe?’ says the

LORD.
‘Will you not tremble at My

presence,
Who have placed the sand as

the bound of the sea,
By a perpetual decree, that it

cannot pass beyond it?
And though its waves toss to

and fro,
Yet they cannot prevail;
Though they roar, yet they

cannot pass over it.
23 But this people has a defiant

and rebellious heart;
They have revolted and

departed.
24 They do not say in their heart,

“Let us now fear the LORD our
God,

iWho gives rain, both the
jformer and the latter, in its
season.

He reserves for us the appointed
weeks of the kharvest.”

25 Your iniquities have turned
these things away,

And your sins have withheld
good from you.

26 ‘For among My people are found
wicked men;

They lie in wait as one who
sets snares;

They set a trap;
They catch men.

27 As a cage is full of birds,
So their houses are full of

deceit.
Therefore they have become

lgreat and grown rich.
28 They have grown fat, they are

sleek;
Yes, they surpass the deeds of

the wicked;
They do not plead the cause,
The cause of the fatherless;
Yet they prosper,
And the right of the needy they

do not defend.

5:17 trust. Trust is the characteristic OT word for the
NT “faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the OT,
and is the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to take

refuge (Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps. 22:8).
5:24 fear. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expression

meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.



She is full of oppression in her
midst.

7 As a fountain wells up with
water,

So she wells up with her
wickedness.

Violence and plundering are
heard in her.

Before Me continually are grief
and wounds.

8 Be instructed, O Jerusalem,
jLest My soul depart from you;

Lest I make you desolate,
A land not inhabited.”

9Thus says the LORD of hosts:

“They shall thoroughly glean as
a vine the remnant of
Israel;

As a grape-gatherer, put your
hand back into the
branches.”

10 To whom shall I speak and give
warning,

That they may hear?
Indeed their ear is

kuncircumcised,
And they cannot give heed.
Behold, the word of the LORD is

a lreproach to them;
They have no delight in it.

11 Therefore I am full of the fury
of the LORD.

I am mweary of holding it in.
“I will pour it out on the

children outside,
And on the assembly of young

men together;
For even the husband shall be

taken with the wife,
The aged with him who is full

of days.
12 And their houses shall be

nturned over to others,
Fields and wives together;
For I will stretch out My hand
Against the inhabitants of the

land,” says the LORD.
13“Because from the least of them

even to the greatest of
them,

Everyone is given to
ocovetousness;

And from the prophet even to
the ppriest,

Everyone deals falsely.

29 Shall I not apunish them for
these things?’ says the
LORD.

‘Shall I not avenge Myself on
such a nation as this?’

30“An astonishing and bhorrible
thing

Has been committed in the
land:

31 cThe prophets prophesy falsely,
And the priests rule by their

own power;
And My people love to have it

dso.
But what will you do in the

end?

Jerusalem will fall amid suffering

6“O YOU children of Benjamin,
Gather yourselves to flee from 

the midst of Jerusalem!
Blow the trumpet in Tekoa,
And set up a signal-fire in eBeth

Haccerem;
For disaster appears out of the

fnorth,
And great destruction.

2 I have likened the daughter of
Zion

To a lovely and delicate
woman.

3 The gshepherds with their
flocks shall come to her.

They shall pitch their tents
against her all around.

Each one shall pasture in his
own place.”

4“Prepareh war against her;
Arise, and let us go up at noon.
Woe to us, for the day goes

away,
For the shadows of the evening

are lengthening.
5 Arise, and let us go by night,

And let us destroy her palaces.”
6For thus has the LORD of hosts

said:

“Cut down trees,
And build a imound against

Jerusalem.
This is the city to be punished.
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Benjamin: son of the right hand. The youngest son of
Jacob and Rachel, who died giving birth to him. Jacob
cherished Benjamin after he lost his son Joseph.



14 They have also healed the hurt
of My people slightly,

Saying, ‘Peace, peace!’
When there is no apeace.

15 Were they ashamed when they
had committed
abomination?

No! They were not at all
ashamed;

Nor did they know how to
blush.

Therefore they shall fall among
those who fall;

At the time I punish them,
They shall be cast down,” says

the LORD.
16Thus says the LORD:

“Stand in the ways and see,
And ask for the old bpaths,

where the good way is,
And walk in it;
Then you will find rest for your

souls.
But they said, ‘We will not walk

in it.’
17 Also, I set cwatchmen over you,

saying,
‘Listend to the sound of the

trumpet!’
But they said, ‘We will not

listen.’
18 Therefore hear, you nations,

And know, O congregation,
what is among them.

19 eHear, O earth!
Behold, I will certainly bring

fcalamity on this people—
The gfruit of their thoughts,
Because they have not heeded

My words
Nor My law, but rejected it.

20 hFor what purpose to Me
Comes frankincense from

Sheba,
And isweet cane from a far

country?
Your burnt offerings are not

acceptable,
Nor your sacrifices sweet to

Me.”
21Therefore thus says the LORD:

“Behold, I will lay stumbling
blocks before this people,
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And the fathers and the sons

together shall fall on them.
The neighbor and his friend

shall perish.”
22Thus says the LORD:

“Behold, a people comes from
the jnorth country,

And a great nation will be
raised from the farthest
parts of the earth.

23 They will lay hold on bow and
spear;

They are cruel and have no
mercy;

Their voice roars like the sea;
And they ride on horses,
As men of war set in array

against you, O daughter of
Zion.”

24 We have heard the report of it;
Our hands grow feeble.
Anguish has taken hold of us,
Pain as of a woman in labor.

25 Do not go out into the field,
Nor walk by the way.
Because of the sword of the

enemy,
Fear is on every side.

26 O daughter of my people,
Dress in sackcloth
And kroll about in ashes!
Make mourning as for an only

son, most bitter
lamentation;

For the plunderer will suddenly
come upon us.

27“I have set you as an assayer and
a lfortress among My
people,

That you may know and test
their way.

28 They are all stubborn rebels,
walking as slanderers.

They are bronze and iron,
They are all corrupters;

29 The bellows blow fiercely,
The lead is consumed by the

fire;
The smelter refines in vain,
For the wicked are not drawn

off.
30 People will call them rejected

silver,

6:14 hurt. Literally bruise or breach.
6:16 ways. That is, highways or roads.

6:30 rejected. Literally inferior.



to it because of the wickedness of
My people Israel.

13“And now, because you have
done all these works,” says the
LORD, “and I spoke to you, rising up
early and speaking, but you did not
hear, and I called you, but you did
not answer,

14“therefore I will do to the
house which is called by My name,
in which you trust, and to this place
which I gave to you and your fa-
thers, as I have done to kShiloh.

15“And I will cast you out of My
sight, as I have cast out all your
brethren—the whole posterity of
Ephraim.

16“Therefore ldo not pray for this
people, nor lift up a cry or prayer for
them, nor make intercession to Me;
for I will not hear you.

17“Do you not see what they do
in the cities of Judah and in the
streets of Jerusalem?

18“The children gather wood, the
fathers kindle the fire, and the
women knead dough, to make cakes
for the queen of heaven; and they
pour out drink offerings to other
gods, that they may provoke Me to
anger.

19“Do they mprovoke Me to
anger?” says the LORD. “Do they not
provoke themselves, to the shame
of their own faces?”

20Therefore thus says the Lord
GOD: “Behold, My anger and My
fury will be poured out on this
place—on man and on beast, on the
trees of the field and on the fruit of
the ground. And it will burn and
not be quenched.”

21Thus says the LORD of hosts, the
God of Israel: “Add your nburnt of-
ferings to your sacrifices and eat
meat.

22“For I did not speak to your fa-
thers, or command them in the day

Because the LORD has arejected
them.”

Message at the temple gate (7—10)

7THE word that came to Jeremi-
ah from the LORD, saying,

2“Stand in the bgate of the LORD’S
house, and proclaim there this word,
and say, ‘Hear the word of the LORD,
all you of Judah who enter in at
these gates to worship the LORD!’ ”

3Thus says the LORD of hosts, the
God of Israel: c“Amend your ways
and your doings, and I will cause
you to dwell in this place.

4d“Do not trust in these lying
words, saying, ‘The temple of the
LORD, the temple of the LORD, the
temple of the LORD are these.’

5“For if you thoroughly amend
your ways and your doings, if you
thoroughly execute judgment be-
tween a man and his neighbor,

6“if you do not oppress the
estranger, the fatherless, and the
widow, and do not shed innocent
blood in this place, or walk after
other gods to your fhurt,

7“then I will cause you to dwell
in this place, in the land that I gave
to your fathers forever and ever.

8“Behold, you g trust in lying
words that cannot profit.

9h“Will you steal, murder, com-
mit adultery, swear falsely, burn in-
cense to Baal, and walk after other
gods whom you do not know,

10“and then come and stand be-
fore Me in this house which is called
by My name, and say, ‘We are deliv-
ered to do all these abominations’?

11“Has this ihouse, which is
called by My name, become a den
of thieves in your eyes? Behold, I,
even I, have seen it,” says the LORD.

12“But go now to My place which
was in jShiloh, where I set My
name at the first, and see what I did
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7:1 word that came. The general character of the mes-
sage in the temple gate is, like the first and second mes-
sages, one of rebuke, warning, and exhortation, but this
message is addressed more to such in Judah as still main-
tain outwardly the worship of the LORD; it is a message to
religious Judah, e.g. 7:2,9–10; 8:10–11.

7:18 Queen of heaven is a term used for a vile heathen
goddess, mentioned only in two passages in the Bible, here
and in Jer. 44:15–30. The prophets declare God’s wrath on

all who worship her. She is probably the same as Ashto-
reth, a heathen deity referred to in Judg. 2:13; 10:6; 1 Sam.
31:10; 1 Kin. 11:5,33; and in 2 Kin. 23:13 where she is
called “the abomination of the Sidonians.”

Shiloh: rest/Messiah. A city north of Jerusalem and
west of the Jordan river that was a religious center of
Israel during the time of the judges.

7:22 command. See Ex. 20:1, note, the threefold giving



that I brought them out of the land
of Egypt, aconcerning burnt offer-
ings or sacrifices.

23“But this is what I commanded
them, saying, b‘Obey My voice, and
I will be your God, and you shall
cbe My people. And walk in all the
ways that I have commanded you,
that it may be well with you.’

24“Yet they ddid not obey or in-
cline their ear, but e followed the
counsels and the dictates of their
evil hearts, and went backward and
not forward.

25“Since the day that your fathers
came out of the land of Egypt until
this day, I have even sent to you all
My fservants the prophets, daily ris-
ing up early and sending them.

26“Yet they did not obey Me or in-
cline their ear, but stiffened their
neck. They did worse than their fa-
thers.

27“Therefore you shall gspeak all
these words to them, but they will
not obey you. You shall also call to
them, but they will not answer you.

28“So you shall say to them, ‘This
is a nation that does not obey the
voice of the LORD their God nor re-
ceive correction. Truth has perished
and has been cut off from their
mouth.

29h‘Cut off your hair and cast it
away, and take up a lamentation on
the desolate heights; for the LORD
has rejected and forsaken the gener-
ation of His wrath.’

30“For the children of Judah have
done evil in My sight,” says the
LORD. “They have iset their abomi-
nations in the house which is called
by My name, to pollute it.

31“And they have built the high
places of Tophet, which is in the Val-
ley of the Son of Hinnom, to burn
their sons and their daughters in the
fire, which I did not command, nor
did it come into My heart.

32“Therefore behold, the days are
coming,” says the LORD, “when it
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will no more be called Tophet, or the
Valley of the Son of Hinnom, but the
Valley of Slaughter; for they will bury
in Tophet until there is no room.

33“The corpses of this people will
be food for the birds of the heaven
and for the beasts of the earth. And
no one will jfrighten them away.

34k“Then I will cause to cease
from the cities of Judah and from
the streets of Jerusalem the voice of
mirth and the voice of gladness, the
voice of the bridegroom and the
voice of the bride. For the land shall
be ldesolate.

Insensitivity toward sin

8“AT that time,” says the LORD,
“they shall bring out the bones

of the kings of Judah, and the bones
of its princes, and the bones of the
priests, and the bones of the proph-
ets, and the bones of the inhabitants
of Jerusalem, out of their graves.

2“They shall spread them before
the sun and the moon and all the
host of heaven, which they have
loved and which they have served
and after which they have walked,
which they have sought and which
they have worshiped. They shall not
be gathered nor buried; they shall
be like refuse on the face of the
earth.

3“Then death shall be mchosen
rather than life by all the residue of
those who remain of this evil family,
who remain in all the places where
I have driven them,” says the LORD
of hosts.

of the law. The command concerning burnt offerings and
sacrifices was not given to the people until they had bro-
ken the Decalogue, the law of obedience.

7:33 corpses . . . will be food. Jer. 9:22; Ezek. 6:5. Ful-
filled in part in all the destructions of Jerusalem, this pre-
diction looks finally toward Rev. 19:17–21.

7:31 VALLEY OF HINNOM

Evidently Tophet was the name of certain high places
built in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, just south of
Jerusalem, on which human sacrifices were offered. Jo-
siah defiled the place (2 Kin. 23:10) and Jeremiah pre-
dicted that the valley would become known as “the
Valley of Slaughter” (v. 32). From the horror of the fires
of its idolatrous rites, and its pollution by Josiah, the
valley became a symbol of great burning in connection
with sin. The Greek term Gehenna (formed from the
Hebrew for “Valley of Hinnom”) means place of fire
and is used twelve times in the NT as a designation for
the place of eternal punishment (see Matt. 5:22, note;
James 3:6), the lake of fire prepared for the devil and his
angels (Matt. 25:41).



Saying, j‘Peace, peace!’
When there is no peace.

12 Were they ashamed when they
had committed
abomination?

No! They were not at all
ashamed,

Nor did they know how to
blush.

Therefore they shall fall among
those who fall;

In the time of their kpunishment
They shall be cast down,” says

the LORD.
13“I will surely consume them,”

says the LORD.
“No grapes shall be on the vine,

Nor figs on the fig tree,
And the leaf shall fade;
And the things I have given

them shall lpass away from
them.” ’ ”

14“Why do we sit still?
mAssemble yourselves,

And let us enter the fortified
cities,

And let us be silent there.
For the LORD our God has put

us to silence
And given us water of gall to

drink,
Because we have sinned against

the LORD.
15“We nlooked for peace, but no

good came;
And for a time of health, and

there was trouble!
16 The snorting of His horses was

heard from Dan.
The whole land trembled at the

sound of the neighing of
His strong ones;

For they have come and
devoured the land and all
that is in it,

The city and those who dwell
in it.”

17“For behold, I will send serpents
among you,

Vipers which cannot be
charmed,

And they shall bite you,” says
the LORD.

18 I would comfort myself in
sorrow;

4“Moreover you shall say to
them, ‘Thus says the LORD:

“Will they fall and not rise?
Will one turn away and not

return?
5 Why has this people slidden

back,
Jerusalem, in a perpetual

backsliding?
They hold fast to deceit,
They arefuse to return.

6 b I listened and heard,
But they do not speak aright.

cNo man drepented of his
wickedness,

Saying, ‘What have I done?’
Everyone turned to his own

course,
As the horse rushes into the

battle.
7“Even e the stork in the heavens

Knows her appointed times;
And the turtledove, the swift,

and the swallow
Observe the time of their

coming.
But My people fdo not know

the judgment of the LORD.
8“How can you say, g‘We are

wise,
And the law of the LORD is with

us’?
Look, the false pen of the scribe

certainly works falsehood.
9 The wise men are ashamed,

They are dismayed and taken.
Behold, they have rejected the

word of the LORD;
So hwhat wisdom do they have?

10 Therefore I will igive their
wives to others,

And their fields to those who
will inherit them;

Because from the least even to
the greatest

Everyone is given to
covetousness;

From the prophet even to the
priest

Everyone deals falsely.
11 For they have healed the hurt

of the daughter of My
people slightly,
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Dan: judge. The son of Jacob whose ancestors be-
came known as the tribe of Dan.



My heart is faint in me.
19 Listen! The voice,

The cry of the daughter of my
people

From a afar country:
“ Is not the LORD in Zion?

Is not her King in her?”

“Why have they provoked Me to
anger

With their carved images—
With foreign idols?”

20“The harvest is past,
The summer is ended,
And we are not saved!”

21 For the hurt of the daughter of
my people I am hurt.

I am mourning;
Astonishment has taken hold of

me.
22 Is there no bbalm in Gilead,

Is there no physician there?
Why then is there no recovery
For the health of the daughter

of my people?

Jeremiah laments for his people

9OH, that my head were waters,
And my eyes a fountain of tears,
That I might cweep day and

night
For the slain of the daughter of

my people!
2 Oh, that I had in the wilderness

A lodging place for travelers;
That I might leave my people,
And go from them!
For they are all dadulterers,
An assembly of treacherous

men.
3“And like their bow they have

bent their tongues for elies.
They are not valiant for the

truth on the earth.
For they proceed from fevil to

evil,
And they gdo not know Me,”

says the LORD.
4“Everyone take heed to his

neighbor,
And do not trust any brother;

9:4

h Jer. 6:28

9:5

i Ps. 36:3-4; Is.
59:4

9:7

j Is. 1:25; 48:10;
Mal. 3:3

k Test/Tempt: v.
7; Jer. 11:20.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note)

9:8

l Jer. 5:26

9:9

m Jer. 5:9,29

9:11

n Is. 25:2; Jer.
19:3,8; 26:9

8:19

a Jer. 5:15

8:22

b Jer. 46:11; cp.
Gen. 37:25;
43:11; Jer. 51:8

9:1

c Jer. 10:19

9:2

d Jer. 5:7-8; 23:10

9:3

e Hos. 4:1-2

f Jer. 4:22; 13:23

g Cp. 1 Sam. 2:12

JEREMIAH 8:19—9:11 1015
For every brother will utterly

supplant,
And every neighbor will walk

with hslanderers.
5 Everyone will ideceive his

neighbor,
And will not speak the truth;
They have taught their tongue

to speak lies;
They weary themselves to

commit iniquity.
6 Your dwelling place is in the

midst of deceit;
Through deceit they refuse to

know Me,” says the LORD.
7Therefore thus says the LORD of

hosts:

“Behold, jI will refine them and
ktry them;

For how shall I deal with the
daughter of My people?

8 Their tongue is an arrow shot
out;

It speaks deceit;
One speaks peaceably to his

neighbor with his mouth,
But in his heart he l lies in

wait.
9 Shall I not mpunish them for

these things?” says the
LORD.

“Shall I not avenge Myself on
such a nation as this?”

10 I will take up a weeping and
wailing for the mountains,

And for the dwelling places of
the wilderness a
lamentation,

Because they are burned up,
So that no one can pass through;
Nor can men hear the voice of

the cattle.
Both the birds of the heavens

and the beasts have fled;
They are gone.

11“In will make Jerusalem a heap
of ruins, a den of jackals.

I will make the cities of Judah
desolate, without an
inhabitant.”

8:18 In chs. 8:18—9:2 and similar sections, e.g.
10:19–25; 15:15–18; 20:7–18, the prophet talks things
over with himself and sometimes with God. Though these
passages temporarily break the continuity, they are valu-
able in revealing Jeremiah’s inner feelings.

9:4 trust. Trust is the characteristic OT word for the NT
“faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the OT, and is
the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to take refuge
(Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps. 22:8).



Has entered our palaces,
To gkill off the children—no

longer to be outside!
And the young men—no longer

on the streets!
22Speak, “Thus says the LORD:

‘Even the carcasses of men shall
fall as refuse on the open
field,

Like cuttings after the harvester,
And no one shall hgather

them.’ ”
23Thus says the LORD:

“Let not the wise man glory in
his wisdom,

Let not the mighty man glory in
his imight,

Nor let the rich man glory in
his riches;

24 But let him who jglories glory
in this,

That he understands and knows
Me,

That I am the LORD, exercising
lovingkindness, judgment,
and righteousness in the
earth.

kFor in these I delight,” says the
LORD.

25“Behold, the days are coming,”
says the LORD, “that I will punish all
who are circumcised with the uncir-
cumcised—

26“Egypt, Judah, Edom, the peo-
ple of Ammon, Moab, and all who
are in the farthest corners, who
dwell in the wilderness. For all
these nations are uncircumcised,
and all the house of Israel are lun-
circumcised in the heart.”

A satire on idolatry

10HEAR the word which the
LORD speaks to you, O house

of Israel.
2Thus says the LORD:

“Dom not learn the way of the
Gentiles;

Do not be dismayed at the signs
of heaven,

For the Gentiles are dismayed
at them.

12Who is the wise man who may
understand this? And who is he to
whom the mouth of the LORD has
spoken, that he may declare it? Why
does the land perish and burn up
like a wilderness, so that no one can
pass through?

13And the LORD said, “Because
they have forsaken My alaw which I
set before them, and have bnot
obeyed My voice, nor walked ac-
cording to it,

14“but they have cwalked accord-
ing to the dictates of their own
hearts and after the Baals, dwhich
their fathers taught them,”

15therefore thus says the LORD of
hosts, the God of Israel: “Behold, I
will feed them, this people, with
wormwood, and give them water of
gall to drink.

16“I will escatter them also among
the Gentiles, whom neither they
nor their fathers have known. And I
will send a sword after them until I
have consumed them.”

17Thus says the LORD of hosts:

“Consider and call for the
mourning women,

That they may come;
And send for fskillful wailing

women,
That they may come.

18 Let them make haste
And take up a wailing for us,
That our eyes may run with

tears,
And our eyelids gush with water.

19 For a voice of wailing is heard
from Zion:

‘How we are plundered!
We are greatly ashamed,
Because we have forsaken the

land,
Because we have been cast out

of our dwellings.’ ”
20 Yet hear the word of the LORD,

O women,
And let your ear receive the

word of His mouth;
Teach your daughters wailing,
And everyone her neighbor a

lamentation.
21 For death has come through

our windows,
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3 For the customs of the peoples
are futile;

For one cuts a atree from the
forest,

The work of the hands of the
workman, with the ax.

4 They decorate it with silver and
gold;

They fasten it with nails and
hammers

So that it will not topple.
5 They are upright, like a palm

tree,
And they cannot speak;
They must be carried,
Because they cannot go by

themselves.
Do not be afraid of them,
For they cannot do evil,
Nor can they do any bgood.”

6 Inasmuch as there is cnone like
You, O LORD

(You are great, and Your name
is great in might),

7 Who would not dfear You,
O King of the nations?

For this is Your rightful due.
For among all the wise men of

the nations,
And in all their kingdoms,
There is none like You.

8 But they are altogether edull-
hearted and foolish;

A wooden idol is a worthless
doctrine.

9 Silver is beaten into plates;
It is brought from Tarshish,
And fgold from Uphaz,
The work of the craftsman
And of the hands of the

metalsmith;
Blue and purple are their

clothing;
They are all the work of skillful

men.
10 But the LORD is the true God;

He is the living God and the
everlasting King.

At His wrath the earth will
tremble,

And the nations will not be
able to endure His
indignation.
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11Thus you shall say to them:

“The ggods that have not made the
heavens and the earth shall perish
from the earth and from under
these heavens.”
12 hHe has made the earth by His

power,
He has iestablished the world

by His wisdom,
And has jstretched out the

heavens at His discretion.
13 When He utters His voice,

There is a multitude of waters
in the heavens:

“And kHe causes the vapors to
ascend from the ends of
the earth.

He makes lightning for the rain,
He brings the wind out of His

treasuries.”
14 Everyone is ldull-hearted,

without knowledge;
Every metalsmith is put to

shame by an image;
For his molded image is

falsehood,
And there is no breath in them.

15 They are futile, a work of errors;
In the time of their punishment

they shall perish.
16 The Portion of Jacob is not like

them,
For He is the Maker of all things,
And Israel is the tribe of His

inheritance;
The LORD of hosts is His name.

17mGather up your wares from the
land,

O inhabitant of the fortress!
18For thus says the LORD:

“Behold, I will throw out at this
time

The inhabitants of the land,
And will distress them,
That they may find it so.”

Prayer of the prophet
19 nWoe is me for my hurt!

My wound is severe.
But I say, “Truly this is an

infirmity,

10:11 Instead of being in the Hebrew language like the
rest of Jeremiah, this verse is in Aramaic, the language of
the people among whom the Israelites were to dwell as

captives. Jeremiah was telling them how to present their
belief in God in the language spoken by the nations around
them. Compare Ps. 2:12.



of the land of Egypt, from the iiron
furnace, saying, j ‘Obey My voice,
and do according to all that I com-
mand you; so shall you be My peo-
ple, and I will be your God,’

5“that I may establish the koath
which I have sworn to your fathers,
to give them ‘a land flowing with
milk and honey,’* as it is this
day.” ’ ” And I answered and said,
“So be it, LORD.”

6Then the LORD said to me, “Pro-
claim all these words in the cities of
Judah and in the streets of
Jerusalem, saying: ‘Hear the words
of this covenant and ldo them.

7‘For I earnestly exhorted your fa-
thers in the day I brought them up
out of the land of Egypt, until this
day, rising early and exhorting, say-
ing, “Obey My voice.”

8‘Yet they did not obey or incline
their ear, but everyone followed the
dictates of his evil heart; therefore I
will bring upon them all the words
of this covenant, which I command-
ed them to do, but which they have
mnot done.’ ”

9And the LORD said to me, “A
conspiracy has been found among
the men of Judah and among the in-
habitants of Jerusalem.

10“They have turned back to the
iniquities of their forefathers who
refused to hear My words, and they
have gone after other gods to serve
them; the house of Israel and the
house of Judah have broken My cov-
enant which I made with their fa-
thers.”

11Therefore thus says the LORD:
“Behold, I will surely bring calamity
on them which they will not be able
to escape; and nthough they cry out
to Me, I will not listen to them.

12“Then the cities of Judah and
the inhabitants of Jerusalem will go
and cry out to the gods to whom
they offer incense, but they will not
save them at all in the time of their
trouble.

13“For according to the number

And I must bear it.”
20 My tent is plundered,

And all my cords are broken;
My children have gone from me,
And they are ano more.
There is no one to pitch my

tent anymore,
Or set up my curtains.

21 For the bshepherds have
become cdull-hearted,

And have not sought the LORD;
Therefore they shall not prosper,
And all their flocks shall be

dscattered.
22 Behold, the noise of the report

has come,
And a great commotion out of

the north country,
To make the cities of Judah

desolate, a den of jackals.
23 O LORD, I know the eway of

man is not in himself;
It is not in man who walks to

direct his own steps.
24 O LORD, fcorrect me, but with

justice;
Not in Your anger, lest You

bring me to nothing.
25 Pour out Your fury on the

Gentiles, who do not know
You,

And on the families who do not
call on Your name;

For they have eaten up Jacob,
gDevoured him and consumed

him,
And made his dwelling place

desolate.

Message on the broken covenant
(11—12)

11THE word that came to Jere-
miah from the LORD, saying,

2“Hear the words of this covenant,
and speak to the men of Judah and to
the inhabitants of Jerusalem;

3“and say to them, ‘Thus says the
LORD God of Israel: h“Cursed is the
man who does not obey the words
of this covenant

4“which I commanded your fa-
thers in the day I brought them out
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of your cities were your gods, O Ju-
dah; and according to the number
of the streets of Jerusalem you have
set up altars to that shameful thing,
altars to burn incense to Baal.

14“So do not apray for this people,
or lift up a cry or prayer for them;
for I will not hear them in the time
that they cry out to Me because of
their trouble.
15“What has My beloved to do in

My house,
Having done lewd deeds with

many?
And the holy flesh has passed

from you.
When you do evil, then you

rejoice.
16 The LORD called your name,

Green bOlive Tree, Lovely and
of Good Fruit.

With the noise of a great tumult
He has kindled fire on it,
And its branches are broken.

17“For the LORD of hosts, who
planted you, has pronounced doom
against you for the evil of the house
of Israel and of the house of Judah,
which they have done against them-
selves to provoke Me to anger in of-
fering incense to Baal.”

Plot against Jeremiah;
prophecy against men of Anathoth
18Now the LORD gave me knowl-

edge of it, and I know it; for You
showed me their doings.

19But I was like a docile lamb
brought to the cslaughter; and I did
not know that they had devised
schemes against me, saying, “Let us
ddestroy the tree with its fruit, and
let us cut him off from the land of
the living, that his name may be re-
membered no more.”
20 But, O LORD of hosts,

You who judge righteously,
eTesting fthe mind and the heart,

Let me see Your gvengeance on
them,

For to You I have revealed my
cause.

21“Therefore thus says the LORD
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concerning the men of hAnathoth
who seek your life, saying, i‘Do not
prophesy in the name of the LORD,
lest you die by our hand’—

22“therefore thus says the LORD of
hosts: ‘Behold, I will punish them.
The young men shall die by the
sword, their sons and their daugh-
ters shall jdie by famine;

23‘and there shall be no remnant
of them, for I will bring catastrophe
on the men of Anathoth, even the
year of their kpunishment.’ ”

Jeremiah’s prayer and God’s
response to him

12 lRIGHTEOUS are You,
O LORD, when I plead with
You;

Yet let me talk with You about
Your judgments.

mWhy does the way of the
wicked prosper?

Why are those happy who deal
so treacherously?

2 You have planted them, yes,
they have taken root;

They grow, yes, they bear fruit.
nYou are near in their mouth
But far from their mind.

3 But You, O LORD, know me;
You have seen me,
And You have otested my heart

toward You.
Pull them out like sheep for the

slaughter,
And prepare them for the day

of slaughter.
4 How long will the pland mourn,

And the herbs of every field
wither?

The beasts and birds are
consumed,

For the wickedness of those
who dwell there,

Because they said, “He will not
see our final end.”

5“If you have run with the
footmen, and they have
wearied you,

Then how can you contend
with horses?

And if in the land of peace,

11:15 Here the LORD is asking: “To what purpose are your sacrifices? The efficacy of your sacrifices is cancelled by
your sin.” Compare v. 15; Is. 1:13–15; Hag. 2:12.



But be ashamed of your harvest
Because of the fierce anger of

the LORD.”
14Thus says the LORD: “Against all

My evil neighbors who etouch the
inheritance which I have caused My
people Israel to inherit—behold, I
will pluck them out of their land
and pluck out the house of Judah
from among them.

15“Then it shall be, after I have
plucked them out, that I will return
and have fcompassion on them and
bring them back, everyone to his
heritage and everyone to his land.

16“And it shall be, if they will
learn carefully the ways of My peo-
ple, to swear by My name, ‘As the
LORD lives,’ as they taught My peo-
ple to swear by Baal, then they shall
be gestablished in the midst of My
people.

17“But if they do not hobey, I will
utterly pluck up and destroy that na-
tion,” says the LORD.

Sign of the ruined sash

13THUS the LORD said to me:
i“Go and get yourself a linen

jsash, and put it around your waist,
but do not put it in water.”

2So I got a sash according to the
word of the LORD, and put it around
my waist.

3And the word of the LORD came
to me the second time, saying,

4“Take the sash that you ac-
quired, which is around your waist,
and arise, go to the Euphrates,* and
hide it there in a hole in the rock.”

5So I went and hid it by the Eu-
phrates, as the LORD commanded
me.

6Now it came to pass after many
days that the LORD said to me,
“Arise, go to the Euphrates, and
take from there the sash which I
commanded you to hide there.”

7Then I went to the Euphrates
and dug, and I took the sash from
the place where I had hidden it; and

In which you trusted, they
wearied you,

Then how will you do in the
floodplain* of the Jordan?

6 For even your brothers, the
house of your father,

Even they have dealt
treacherously with you;

Yes, they have called a
multitude after you.

Do not believe them,
Even though they speak smooth

words to you.
7“I have forsaken My house, I

have left My heritage;
I have given the dearly beloved

of My soul into the hand of
her enemies.

8 My heritage is to Me like a lion
in the forest;

It cries out against Me;
Therefore I have ahated it.

9 My heritage is to Me like a
speckled vulture;

The vultures all around are
against her.

Come, assemble all the beasts
of the field,

Bring them to devour!
10“Many rulers* have destroyed

My bvineyard,
They have trodden My portion

underfoot;
They have made My pleasant

portion a desolate
wilderness.

11 They have made it cdesolate;
Desolate, it mourns to Me;
The whole land is made

desolate,
Because no one takes it to heart.

12 The plunderers have come
On all the desolate heights in

the wilderness,
For the sword of the LORD shall

devour
From one end of the land to the

other end of the land;
No flesh shall have peace.

13 dThey have sown wheat but
reaped thorns;

They have put themselves to
pain but do not profit.
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there was the sash, ruined. It was
profitable for nothing.

8Then the word of the LORD came
to me, saying,

9“Thus says the LORD: ‘In this
manner I will aruin the pride of Ju-
dah and the great bpride of Jeru-
salem.

10‘This evil people, who crefuse
to hear My words, who dfollow the
dictates of their hearts, and walk af-
ter other gods to serve them and
worship them, shall be just like this
sash which is profitable for nothing.

11‘For as the sash clings to the
waist of a man, so I have caused the
whole house of Israel and the whole
house of Judah to cling to Me,’ says
the LORD, ‘that ethey may become
My people, for renown, for praise,
and for fglory; but they would gnot
hear.’

12“Therefore you shall speak to
them this word: ‘Thus says the LORD
God of Israel: “Every bottle shall be
filled with wine.” ’ And they will
say to you, ‘Do we not certainly
know that every bottle will be filled
with wine?’

13“Then you shall say to them,
‘Thus says the LORD: “Behold, I will
fill all the inhabitants of this land—
even the kings who sit on David’s
throne, the priests, the prophets,
and all the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem—with hdrunkenness!

14“And I will idash them one
against another, even the fathers
and the sons together,” says the
LORD. “I will not pity nor spare nor
have mercy, but will destroy
them.” ’ ”
15 Hear and give ear:

Do not be proud,
For the LORD has spoken.

16 jGive glory to the LORD your God
Before He causes kdarkness,
And before your feet stumble
On the dark mountains,
And while you are looking for

light,
He turns it into the shadow of

death
And makes it dense darkness.

17 But if you will not hear it,
My soul will lweep in secret for

your pride;
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My eyes will weep bitterly
And run down with tears,
Because the LORD’S flock has

been taken captive.
18 Say to the king and to the

queen mother,
“Humble yourselves;

Sit down,
For your rule shall collapse, the

crown of your glory.”
19 The cities of the mSouth shall

be shut up,
And no one shall open them;
Judah shall be carried away

captive, all of it;
It shall be wholly carried away

captive.
20 Lift up your eyes and see

Those who come from the
nnorth.

Where is the flock that was
given to you,

Your beautiful sheep?
21 What will you say when He

punishes you?
For you have taught them
To be chieftains, to be head

over you.
Will not pangs seize you,
Like a woman in labor?

22 And if you say in your heart,
“Whyo have these things come

upon me?”
For the greatness of your

iniquity
Your skirts have been

uncovered,

13:7 JEREMIAH’S SASH

Some have questioned the possibility of Jeremiah’s hav-
ing actually buried his sash at Perath (or by the Euphra-
tes), in view of the distance and the war conditions.
However, there were periods in Jeremiah’s ministry
when that whole area was at peace. It is not impossible
that Jeremiah may have actually made a visit to Bab-
ylon, and if so, this event could easily have taken place
at that time, as he might have buried the sash on his
way there and might have dug it up on his way back. It
is also possible to interpret the Hebrew word as mean-
ing, not Perath but the Wadi Farah, a few miles north of
Jerusalem. In this case he could have buried the sash at
any time prior to the final Babylonian attack. Thus there
is reason to assume that this passage describes an actu-
al event—not a mere vision or imaginary story. Jeremi-
ah’s ruined sash served as a symbol indicating Israel’s
unsatisfactory life and service.



They mourn for the land,
And the cry of Jerusalem has

gone up.
3 Their nobles have sent their

lads for water;
They went to the cisterns and

found no water.
They returned with their

vessels empty;
They were ashamed and

confounded
And covered their heads.

4 Because the ground is parched,
For there was eno rain in the

land,
The plowmen were ashamed;
They covered their heads.

5 Yes, the deer also gave birth in
the field,

But left because there was no
grass.

6 And the wild donkeys stood in
the desolate heights;

They sniffed at the wind like
jackals;

Their eyes failed because there
was no grass.”

7 fO LORD, though our iniquities
testify against us,

Do it for Your name’s sake;
For our backslidings are many,
We have sinned against You.

Your heels made bare.
23 Can the Ethiopian achange his

skin or the leopard its spots?
Then may you also do good who

are accustomed to do evil.
24“Therefore I will bscatter them

clike stubble
That passes away by the wind

of the wilderness.
25 This is your lot,

The portion of your measures
from Me,” says the LORD,

“Because you have forgotten Me
And trusted in falsehood.

26 Therefore I will uncover your
skirts over your face,

That your shame may appear.
27 I have seen your adulteries

And your lustful dneighings,
The lewdness of your harlotry,
Your abominations on the hills

in the fields.
Woe to you, O Jerusalem!
Will you still not be made

clean?”

Message concerning the droughts
(14—15)

14THE word of the LORD that
came to Jeremiah concerning

the droughts.
2“Judah mourns,

And her gates languish;
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13:25 trusted. Trust is the characteristic OT word for the
NT “faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the OT,
and is the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to take
refuge (Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps. 22:8).

14:1 droughts. The significance of a drought at this
time was very great. It was one of the signs predicted in the

Palestinian Covenant (Deut. 28:23–24), and had already
been fulfilled in part in the reign of Ahab (1 Kin. 17:1ff.). As
that sign had been followed, even though after a long in-
terval, by the Assyrian captivity of the northern kingdom, it
should have been received by Judah as a most solemn
warning.

14:16 FAMINES IN THE BIBLE

Famine played a major role in changing people’s lives and forcing them to move to other lands.

Abram goes to Egypt to escape famine Genesis 12:10
Famine forces Isaac to move to the land of the Philistines Genesis 26
The seven-year, world-wide famine is managed by Joseph Genesis 41:29–30,56
Jacob and his sons move to Egypt because of the famine Genesis 45:9–11
Famine forces Naomi’s family to move to Moab Ruth 1:1
Three-year famine occurs during David’s reign 2 Samuel 21:1
Famine strikes Samaria during Elijah’s time 1 Kings 18:2
Famine occurs in Gilgal during Elisha’s time 2 Kings 4:38
Famine in Samaria during Elisha’s time 2 Kings 6:25
A seven-year famine occurs in Israel 2 Kings 8:1
Famine occurs in Jerusalem during siege 2 Kings 25:3; Jeremiah 52:6
Severe famine occurs throughout the Roman empire Acts 11:28



8 O the Hope of Israel, his Savior
in time of trouble,

Why should You be like a
stranger in the land,

And like a traveler who turns
aside to tarry for a night?

9 Why should You be like a man
astonished,

Like a mighty one who acannot
save?

Yet You, O LORD, bare in our
midst,

And we are called by Your name;
Do not leave us!

10Thus says the LORD to this peo-
ple:

“Thus c they have loved to
wander;

They have not restrained their
feet.

Therefore the LORD does not
accept them;

He will remember their
iniquity now,

And dpunish their sins.”
11Then the LORD said to me, e“Do

not pray for this people, for their
good.

12 f“When they fast, I will not
hear their cry; and when they offer
burnt offering and grain offering, I
will not accept them. But I will con-
sume them by the sword, by the
famine, and by the pestilence.”

13Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Be-
hold, the prophets say to them, ‘You
shall not see the sword, nor shall
you have g famine, but I will give
you assured hpeace in this place.’ ”

14And the LORD said to me, “The
prophets prophesy i lies in My
name. I have jnot sent them, com-
manded them, nor spoken to them;
they prophesy to you a false vision,
divination, a worthless thing, and
the kdeceit of their heart.

15“Therefore thus says the LORD
concerning the prophets who
prophesy in My name, whom I did
not send, and who say, ‘Sword and
famine shall not be in this land’—
‘By sword and famine those proph-
ets shall be lconsumed!

16‘And the people to whom they
prophesy shall be cast out in the
streets of Jerusalem because of the
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famine and the sword; they will
have mno one to bury them—them
nor their wives, their sons nor their
daughters—for I will pour their
wickedness on them.’

17“Therefore you shall say this
word to them:

‘Let my eyes flow with ntears
night and day,

And let them not cease;
For the virgin daughter of my

people
Has been broken with a mighty

stroke, with a very severe
blow.

18 If I go out to the ofield,
Then behold, those slain with

the sword!
And if I enter the city,
Then behold, those sick from

famine!
Yes, both prophet and ppriest

go about in a land they do
not know.’ ”

19 Have You utterly rejected Judah?
Has Your soul loathed Zion?
Why have You stricken us so that

there is no healing for us?
We looked for peace, but there

was no good;
And for the time of healing,

and there was qtrouble.
20 We acknowledge, O LORD, our

wickedness
And the iniquity of our rfathers,
For we have ssinned against

You.
21 Do not abhor us, for Your

name’s sake;
Do not disgrace the throne of

Your glory.
Remember, do not break Your

covenant with us.
22 Are there any among the tidols

of the nations that can
cause urain?

Or can the heavens give
showers?

Are You not He, O LORD our
God?

Therefore we will wait for You,
Since You have made all these.

Judgment is inevitable

15THEN the LORD said to me,
v“Even if wMoses and xSam-

uel stood before Me, My mind



Against the mother of the
young men,

A plunderer at noonday;
I will cause anguish and terror

to fall on them isuddenly.
9“She languishes who has jborne

seven;
She has breathed her last;
Her sun has gone down
While it was yet day;
She has been ashamed and

confounded.
And the remnant of them I will

deliver to the sword
Before their enemies,” says the

LORD.
10 kWoe is me, my mother,

That you have borne me,
A man of strife and a man of

contention to the whole
earth!

I have neither lent for interest,
Nor have men lent to me for

interest.
Every one of them curses me.

11The LORD said:

“Surely it will be well with your
remnant;

Surely I will cause the enemy
to intercede with you

In the time of adversity and in
the time of affliction.

12 Can anyone break iron,
The northern iron and the

bronze?
13 Your wealth and your treasures

I will give as plunder without
price,

Because of all your sins,
Throughout your territories.

14 And I will make you cross over
with* your enemies

Into a lland which you do not
know;

For a fire is kindled in My anger,
Which shall burn upon you.”

would not be favorable toward this
people. Cast them out of My sight,
and let them go forth.

2“And it shall be, if they say to
you, ‘Where should we go?’ then
you shall tell them, ‘Thus says the
LORD:

“Such a as are for death, to death;
And such as are for the sword,

to the sword;
And such as are for the famine,

to the famine;
And such as are for the

bcaptivity, to the captivity.” ’
3“And I will cappoint over them

four forms of destruction,” says the
LORD: “the sword to slay, the dogs to
drag, the birds of the heavens and
the beasts of the earth to devour
and destroy.

4d“I will hand them over to trou-
ble, to all kingdoms of the earth, be-
cause of Manasseh the son of Heze-
kiah, king of Judah, for what he did
in Jerusalem.

5“For who will have epity on you,
O Jerusalem?

Or who will bemoan you?
Or who will turn aside to ask

how you are doing?
6 You have forsaken Me,” says

the LORD,
“You have gone backward.

Therefore I will stretch out My
hand against you and
destroy you;

I am weary of frelenting!
7 And I will winnow them with a

winnowing fan in the gates
of the land;

I will gbereave them of children;
I will destroy My people,
Since they do not hreturn from

their ways.
8 Their widows will be increased

to Me more than the sand
of the seas;

I will bring against them,
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*15:14 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate;
Septuagint, Syriac, and Targum read cause you to
serve (compare 17:4).

15:11 remnant. The remnant, of whom Jeremiah is the
representative, is carefully distinguished from the unbeliev-
ing mass of the people. They must share with the nation the
coming captivity, for they too have sinned (v. 13). Howev-
er, the LORD’s judgment upon the nation will be but a puri-
fying chastisement to them, and they receive a special

promise (v. 11). Verses 15–18 give the answer of the rem-
nant to vv. 11–14. Two things characterize the believing
remnant always—loyalty to the Word of God, and separa-
tion from those who mock that Word (vv. 16–17. Compare
Rev. 3:8–10). intercede. That is, make supplication to. Jer.
21:2; 37:3; 42:2.



Jeremiah communes with God
15 O LORD, You know;

Remember me and visit me,
And take avengeance for me on

my persecutors.
In Your enduring patience, do

not take me away.
Know that for Your sake I have

suffered rebuke.
16 Your words were found, and I

bate them,
And Your word was to me the

joy and rejoicing of my
heart;

For I am called by Your name,
O LORD God of hosts.

17 I did not sit in the assembly of
the mockers,

Nor did I rejoice;
I sat alone because of Your

hand,
For You have filled me with

indignation.
18 cWhy is my pain perpetual

And my wound incurable,
Which refuses to be healed?
Will You surely be to me like an

unreliable stream,
As waters that fail?

19Therefore thus says the LORD:

“Ifd you return,
Then I will bring you back;
You shall stand before Me;
If you etake out the precious

from the vile,
You shall be as My mouth.
Let them return to you,
But you must not return to

them.
20 And I will make you to this

people a fortified bronze
fwall;

And they will fight against you,
But they shall gnot prevail

against you;
For I am with you to save you
And deliver you,” says the

LORD.
21“I will deliver hyou from the

hand of the wicked,
And I will iredeem you from

the grip of the terrible.”
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Sign of the unmarried
prophet (16:1—17:18)

16THE word of the LORD also
came to me, saying,

2“You shall jnot take a wife, nor
shall you have sons or daughters in
this place.”

3For thus says the LORD concern-
ing the sons and daughters who are
born in this place, and concerning
their mothers who bore them and
their fathers who begot them in this
land:

4“They shall die gruesome
deaths; they shall not be lamented
nor shall they be kburied, but they
shall be like refuse on the face of
the earth. They shall be consumed
by the sword and by famine, and
their lcorpses shall be meat for the
birds of heaven and for the beasts of
the earth.”

5For thus says the LORD: “Do not
enter the house of mourning, nor go
to lament or bemoan them; for I
have taken away My peace from
this people,” says the LORD, “lov-
ingkindness and mercies.

6“Both the great and the small
shall die in this land. They shall not
be buried; neither shall men lament
for them, mcut themselves, nor
make themselves nbald for them.

7“Nor shall men break bread in
mourning for them, to comfort them
for the dead; nor shall men give
them the cup of consolation to drink
for their father or their mother.

8“Also you shall not go into the
house of feasting to sit with them,
to eat and drink.”

9For thus says the LORD of hosts,
the God of Israel: “Behold, I will
cause to ocease from this place, be-
fore your eyes and in your days, the
voice of mirth and the voice of glad-
ness, the voice of the bridegroom
and the voice of the bride.

10“And it shall be, when you
show this people all these words,
and they say to you, p‘Why has the
LORD pronounced all this great di-
saster against us? Or what is our in-
iquity? Or what is our sin that we

15:17 mockers. That is, merrymakers.
16:1 saying. The sign of the unmarried prophet is inter-

preted by the context. The whole social life of Judah was

about to be disrupted and cease from the land. But observe
the promises of vv. 14–16 and Jer. 17:7–8.



From the ends of the earth and
say,

“Surely our fathers have
inherited lies,

Worthlessness and unprofitable
things.”

20 Will a man make gods for
himself,

Which are not gods?
21“Therefore behold, I will this

once cause them to know,
I will cause them to know
My hand and My might;
And they shall know that My

name is the LORD.

The deceitful heart (v. 9)

17“THE sin of Judah is
kwritten with a lpen of
iron;

With the point of a diamond it
is mengraved

On the tablet of their heart,
And on the horns of your altars,

2 While their children remember
Their altars and their wooden

images
By the green trees on the high

hills.
3 O My mountain in the field,

I will give as plunder your
wealth, all your treasures,

And your nhigh places of sin
within all your borders.

4 And you, even yourself,
Shall let go of your heritage

which I gave you;
And I will cause you to serve

your enemies
In the land which you do not

know;
For you have kindled a fire in

My anger which shall burn
forever.”

5Thus says the LORD:

“Cursed is the man who trusts
in oman

And makes flesh his strength,
Whose heart departs from the

LORD.
6 For he shall be like a shrub in

the desert,

have committed against the LORD
our God?’

11“then you shall say to them,
a‘Because your fathers have forsak-
en Me,’ says the LORD; ‘they have
walked after other gods and have
served them and worshiped them,
and have forsaken Me and not kept
My law.

12‘And you have done worse than
your fathers, for behold, each one
follows the dictates of his own evil
heart, so that bno one listens to Me.

13c‘Therefore I will cast you out
of this land into a land that you do
not know, neither you nor your fa-
thers; and there you shall serve oth-
er gods day and night, where I will
not show you favor.’

14“Therefore behold, the ddays
are coming,” says the LORD, “that it
shall no more be said, ‘The LORD
lives who brought up the children
of Israel from the land of Egypt,’

15“but, ‘The LORD lives who
brought up the children of Israel
from the land of the enorth and
from all the lands where He had
driven them.’ For I will fbring them
back into their land which I gave to
their fathers.

16“Behold, I will send for many
g fishermen,” says the LORD, “and
they shall fish them; and afterward I
will send for many hunters, and
they shall hunt them from every
mountain and every hill, and out of
the holes of the rocks.

17h“For My eyes are on all their
ways; they are not hidden from My
face, nor is their iniquity hidden
from My eyes.

18“And first I will repay idouble
for their iniquity and their sin, jbe-
cause they have defiled My land;
they have filled My inheritance
with the carcasses of their de-
testable and abominable idols.”
19 O LORD, my strength and my

fortress,
My refuge in the day of

affliction,
The Gentiles shall come to You
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16:21 My name is the LORD. Hebrew Jehovah (YHWH).
Ps. 83:18.

17:2 wooden images. These were “groves” (Hebrew

asherim) devoted to the worship of Asherah, who was the
Babylonian goddess Ishtar, the Aphrodite of the Greeks,
the Venus of the Romans. See Judg. 2:13, note.



And shall not see when good
comes,

But shall inhabit the parched
places in the wilderness,

In a salt land which is not
inhabited.

7“Blessed a is the man who trusts
in the LORD,

And whose hope is the LORD.
8 For he shall be blike a tree

planted by the waters,
Which spreads out its roots by

the river,
And will not fear* when heat

comes;
But its leaf will be green,
And will not be anxious in the

year of drought,
Nor will cease from yielding

fruit.
9“The cheart is deceitful above all

things,
And desperately wicked;
Who can know it?

10 I, the LORD, dsearch the heart,
I etest the mind,
Even to give every man

according to his ways,
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h Cp. Luke 10:20
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According to the fruit of his

doings.
11“As a partridge that broods but

does not hatch,
So is he who gets riches, but

not by right;
It will leave him in the midst of

his days,
And at his end he will be a fool.”

12 A glorious high throne from the
beginning

Is the place of our sanctuary.
13 O LORD, the fhope of Israel,

gAll who forsake You shall be
ashamed.

“Those who depart from Me
Shall be hwritten in the earth,
Because they have forsaken the

LORD,
The fountain of living waters.”

14 Heal me, O LORD, and I shall be
healed;

Save me, and I shall be saved,
For You are my praise.

15 Indeed they say to me,
“Where i is the word of the LORD?

Let it come now!”
*17:8 Qere and Targum read see.

17:6 THE SYMBOLISM OF SALT IN SCRIPTURE

Salt has several symbolic meanings in the Bible.

Salt represents judgment and desolation:
Lot’s wife destroyed and turns into pillar of salt Genesis 19:6
Conquered land sown with salt Judges 9:45
Description of land if Israel disobeys God Deuteronomy 29:23
Description of a man who departs from God Jeremiah 17:6
Ezekiel’s vision of land not healed Ezekiel 47:11
Judgment on Moab and Ammon Zephaniah 2:9

Salt represents purification:
Used in making incense that is holy to the Lord Exodus 30:35
Requirement to offer salt with sacrifices Leviticus 2:13
Elisha uses salt to purify the water of Jericho 2 Kings 2:20–21
Newborns rubbed with salt Ezekiel 16:4
Salt used on sacrifices Ezekiel 43:24

Salt represents loyalty and covenant:
Covenant with the priests Numbers 18:19
Covenant with David 2 Chronicles 13:5

Salt represents the Christian’s role in the world:
“You are the salt of the earth” Matthew 5:13
Salt is good Mark 9:50
Speech should be seasoned with salt Colossians 4:6



bring no burden through the gates
of this city on the eSabbath day, but
hallow the Sabbath day, to do no
work in it,

25 f“then shall enter the gates of
this city kings and princes sitting on
the throne of David, riding in chari-
ots and on horses, they and their
princes, accompanied by the men of
Judah and the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem; and this city shall remain for-
ever.

26“And they shall come from the
cities of Judah and from the places
around Jerusalem, from the land of
Benjamin and from the lowland,
from the mountains and from the
South, bringing burnt offerings and
sacrifices, grain offerings and in-
cense, bringing sacrifices of praise
to the house of the LORD.

27“But if you will not heed Me to
hallow the Sabbath day, such as not
carrying a burden when entering
the gates of Jerusalem on the Sab-
bath day, then I will kindle a fire in
its gates, and it shall gdevour the
palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not
be hquenched.” ’ ”

Sign of the potter’s house (18—19)

18THE word which came to
Jeremiah from the LORD,

isaying:
2“Arise and go down to the pot-

ter’s house, and there I will cause
you to hear My words.”

3Then I went down to the potter’s
house, and there he was, making
something at the wheel.

4And the vessel that he made of
clay was jmarred in the hand of the
potter; so he made it again into an-
other vessel, as it seemed good to
the potter to make.

5Then the word of the LORD came
to me, saying:

16 As for me, I have not hurried
away from being a
shepherd who follows You,

Nor have I desired the woeful
day;

You know what came out of my
lips;

It was right there before You.
17 Do not be a terror to me;

You are my hope in the day of
doom.

18 Let them be ashamed who
apersecute me,

But do not let me be put to
shame;

Let them be dismayed,
But do not let me be dismayed.
Bring on them the day of doom,
And destroy them with double

destruction!

Message concerning the Sabbath
19Thus the LORD said to me: “Go

and stand in the gate of the children
of the people, by which the kings of
Judah come in and by which they
go out, and in all the gates of Jeru-
salem;

20“and say to them, ‘Hear the
word of the LORD, you kings of Ju-
dah, and all Judah, and all the in-
habitants of Jerusalem, who enter
by these gates.

21‘Thus says the LORD: b“Take
heed to yourselves, and bear no bur-
den on the Sabbath day, nor bring it
in by the gates of Jerusalem;

22“nor carry a burden out of your
houses on the Sabbath day, nor do
any work, but hallow the Sabbath
day, as I commanded your fathers.

23c“But they did not obey nor in-
cline their ear, but made their neck
stiff, that they might not hear nor
receive instruction.

24“And it shall be, dif you heed
Me carefully,” says the LORD, “to
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17:26 lowland. The “lowland” or Shephelah is a sec-
tion of the Holy Land bounded on the north by the Valley
of Aijalon, on the west by the Maritime Plain, on the east
by the Central Plateau, and reaching to Beersheba in the
south. It is characterized by low, rounded chalk hills divid-
ed by several broad valleys. The South translates the He-
brew word Negev, which is based on a word meaning “to
be dry.” It is a geographical term which refers to a specific
section of Palestine (e.g. Gen. 13:1) located between Debir
and the Arabian Desert. It is an arid region most of the

year. Since this area was south of the larger part of Israel,
the word also came to be used to denote that direction
(compare Gen. 13:14; Dan. 8:4,9; 11:5, etc.).

18:2 potter’s house. In ch. 18 God explains to Jeremiah
that sovereign grace is able to take the marred pot (Israel)
and remake it a useful vessel (v. 4). But to the elders, in ch.
19, the prophet declares that their generation will be ir-
reparably destroyed like a smashed fragile jar, and the frag-
ments taken to Babylon. That generation of the nation was
not restored to the land (19:10–13).



6“O house of Israel, acan I not do
with you as this potter?” says the
LORD. “Look, as the bclay is in the
potter’s hand, so are you in My
hand, O house of Israel!

7“The instant I speak concerning
a nation and concerning a kingdom,
to pluck up, to pull down, and to de-
stroy it,

8“if that nation against whom I
have spoken turns from its evil, I
will crelent of the disaster that
I thought to bring upon dit.

9“And the instant I speak con-
cerning a nation and concerning a
kingdom, to build and to plant it,

10“if it does evil in My sight so
that it does not obey My voice, then
I will relent concerning the good
with which I said I would benefit eit.

11“Now therefore, speak to the
men of Judah and to the inhabitants
of Jerusalem, saying, ‘Thus says the
LORD: “Behold, I am fashioning a di-
saster and devising a plan against
you. Return now every one from his
evil way, and make your ways and
your doings fgood.” ’ ”

12And they said, “That is ghope-
less! So we will walk according to our
own plans, and we will every one
obey the dictates of his evil heart.”

13Therefore thus says the LORD:

“Ask now among the Gentiles,
Who has heard such hthings?
The virgin of Israel has done a

very horrible thing.
14 Will a man leave the snow-

water of Lebanon,
Which comes from the rock of

the field?
Will the cold flowing waters be

forsaken for strange waters?
15“Because My people have

iforgotten Me,
They have burned incense to

worthless idols.
And they have caused

themselves to stumble in
their ways,

From the jancient paths,
To walk in pathways and not on

a highway,
16 To make their land kdesolate

and a perpetual lhissing;
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Everyone who passes by it will

be astonished
And shake his head.

17 I will mscatter them as with an
east wind before the
enemy;

I will show them* the back and
not the face

In the day of their calamity.”
18Then they said, “Come and let

us devise plans nagainst Jeremiah;
o for the law shall not perish from
the ppriest, nor counsel from the
qwise, nor the word from the
rprophet. Come and let us attack
him with the tongue, and let us not
give heed to any of his words.”
19 Give heed to me, O LORD,

And listen to the voice of those
who contend with me!

20 Shall evil be repaid for good?
For they have sdug a pit for my

life.
Remember that I tstood before

You
To speak good for them,
To turn away Your wrath from

them.
21 Therefore deliver up their

children to the famine,
And pour out their blood
By the force of the sword;
Let their wives become widows
And ubereaved of their

children.
Let their men be put to death,
Their young men be slain
By the sword in battle.

22 Let a cry be heard from their
houses,

When You bring a troop
suddenly upon them;

For they have dug a pit to take
me,

And hidden snares for my feet.
23 Yet, LORD, You know all their

counsel
Which is against me, to slay

me.
Provide vno atonement for their

iniquity,
Nor blot out their sin from Your

sight;
*18:17 Following Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and
Vulgate; Masoretic Text reads look them in.

18:11 disaster. That is, punishment.



their daughters, and everyone shall
eat the flesh of his friend in the
siege and in the desperation with
which their enemies and those who
seek their lives shall drive them to
despair.” ’

10“Then you shall break the flask
in the sight of the men who go with
you,

11“and say to them, ‘Thus says
the LORD of hosts: “Even so I will
lbreak this people and this city, as
one breaks a potter’s vessel, which
cannot be made whole again; and
they shall bury them in Tophet till
there is no place to bury.

12“Thus I will do to this place,”
says the LORD, “and to its inhabi-
tants, and make this city like Tophet.

13“And the mhouses of Jerusalem
and the houses of the kings of Judah
shall be defiled like the place of
Tophet, because of all the houses on
whose nroofs they have burned in-
cense to all the host of heaven, and
poured out drink offerings to other
gods.” ’ ”

14Then Jeremiah came from
Tophet, where the LORD had sent
him to prophesy; and he stood in
the ocourt of the Lord’s house and
said to all the people,

15“Thus says the LORD of hosts,
the God of Israel: ‘Behold, I will
bring on this city and on all her
towns all the doom that I have pro-
nounced against it, because they
have stiffened their necks that they
might not hear My words.’ ”

Jeremiah persecuted by
Pashhur (19:14—20:6)

20NOW pPashhur the son of
qImmer, the priest who was

also chief governor in the house of
the LORD, heard that Jeremiah
prophesied these things.

2Then Pashhur struck Jeremiah
the prophet, and put him in the
stocks that were in the high rgate of
Benjamin, which was by the house
of the LORD.

3And it happened on the next day
that Pashhur brought Jeremiah out
of the stocks. Then Jeremiah said to

But let them be overthrown
before You.

Deal thus with them
In the time of Your aanger.

Judah, the broken flask

19THUS says the LORD: “Go
and get a potter’s earthen

flask, and take some of the elders of
the people and some of the elders of
the priests.

2“And go out to the bValley of the
Son of Hinnom, which is by the en-
try of the Potsherd Gate; and pro-
claim there the words that I will tell
you,

3“and say, ‘Hear the word of the
LORD, O kings of Judah and inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem. Thus says the
LORD of hosts, the God of Israel:
“Behold, I will bring such a ca-
tastrophe on this place, that whoev-
er hears of it, his ears will ctingle.

4d“Because they have forsaken
Me and made this an alien place,
because they have burned incense
in it to other gods whom neither
they, their fathers, nor the kings of
Judah have known, and have filled
this place with the blood of the in-
nocents

5“(they have also built the high
places of Baal, to eburn their sons
with fire for burnt offerings to Baal,
which I did not command or speak,
nor did it come into My mind),

6“therefore behold, the days are
coming,” says the LORD, “that this
place shall no more be called
fTophet gor the Valley of the Son of
Hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter.

7“And I will make void the coun-
sel of Judah and Jerusalem in this
place, and I will cause them to hfall
by the sword before their enemies
and by the hands of those who seek
their lives; their icorpses I will give
as meat for the birds of the heaven
and for the beasts of the earth.

8“I will make this city desolate
and a hissing; everyone who passes
by it will be jastonished and hiss be-
cause of all its plagues.

9“And I will cause them to eat the
kflesh of their sons and the flesh of
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20:2 put him in the stocks. To be placed in the stocks
was a painful experience, during which the victim’s head,

hands, and feet were held securely in holes cut in a single
piece of timber.



him, “The LORD has not called your
name Pashhur, but Magor-Missabib.

4“For thus says the LORD: ‘Behold,
I will make you a terror to yourself
and to all your friends; and they
shall fall by the sword of their ene-
mies, and your eyes shall see it. I
will agive all Judah into the hand of
the king of Babylon, and he shall
carry them captive to Babylon and
slay them with the sword.

5‘Moreover I will bdeliver all the
wealth of this city, all its produce,
and all its precious things; all the
treasures of the kings of Judah I will
give into the hand of their enemies,
who will plunder them, seize them,
and ccarry them to Babylon.

6‘And you, Pashhur, and all who
dwell in your house, shall go into
captivity. You shall go to Babylon,
and there you shall die, and be
buried there, you and all your
friends, to whom you have prophe-
sied dlies.’ ”

Jeremiah complains to God
7 eO LORD, You induced me, and I

was persuaded;
You are stronger than I, and

have prevailed.
I am in fderision daily;
Everyone mocks me.

8 For when I spoke, I cried out;
I shouted, “Violence and

plunder!”
Because the word of the LORD

was made to me
A reproach and a gderision daily.

9 Then I said, “I will hnot make
mention of Him,

Nor speak anymore in His
name.”

But His word was in my heart
ilike a burning fire

Shut up in my bones;
I was jweary of holding it back,
And kI could not.

10 For I heard many mocking:
“Fear on every side!”
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“Report,” they say, “and we will

report it!”
All my acquaintances watched

for my stumbling, saying,
“Perhaps he can be induced;

Then we will prevail against
him,

And we will take our revenge
on him.”

11 But the LORD is lwith me as a
mighty, awesome One.

Therefore my mpersecutors will
stumble, and will not
prevail.

They will be greatly ashamed,
for they will not prosper.

Their everlasting confusion will
never be forgotten.

12 But, O LORD of hosts,
You who ntest the righteous,
And see the mind and heart,
Let me see Your ovengeance on

them;
For I have pleaded my cause

before You.
13 Sing to the LORD! Praise the

LORD!
For He has pdelivered the life

of the poor
From the hand of evildoers.

14 Cursed be the day in which I
was qborn!

Let the day not be blessed in
which my mother bore me!

15 Let the man be cursed
Who brought news to my

father, saying,
“A male child has been born to

you!”
Making him very glad.

16 And let that man be like the
cities

Which the LORD overthrew, and
did not rrelent;

Let him hear the cry in the
morning

And the shouting at noon,
17 Because he did not kill me from

the womb,

20:3 Magor-Missabib. Literally Terror on every side.
20:7 induced me. Jeremiah is not accusing the LORD of

misrepresentation but is giving vent to his great sorrow at the
terrible situation in which he finds himself. God has called
him to stand alone amid constant opposition, and has grad-
ually led him into the position where He wants him to be—
one that involves great misery for Jeremiah. In vv. 14–18 Jer-

emiah expresses his anguish in extreme language. Such pas-
sages in the prophetic books are not to be taken as merely
the expression of sinful or erroneous human thoughts. The
terrible sorrow of Jeremiah echoes the sorrow of God Him-
self as He sees His own people going on in sin and unbelief,
ignoring His goodness toward them, and making it neces-
sary for Him to chasten them. See Jer. 4:10, note.



of their enemies, and into the hand
of those who seek their life; and he
shall strike them with the edge of the
sword. He shall not gspare them, or
have pity or mercy.” ’

8“Now you shall say to this peo-
ple, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Behold, I
hset before you the way of life and
the way of death.

9“He who remains in this city
shall die by the sword, by famine,
and by pestilence; but he who goes
out and defects to the Chaldeans
who besiege you, he shall ilive, and
his jlife shall be as a prize to him.

10“For I have set My face against
this city for kadversity and not for
good,” says the LORD. “It shall be
lgiven into the hand of the king of
Babylon, and he shall burn it with
mfire.” ’

11“And concerning the house of
the king of Judah, say, ‘Hear the
word of the LORD,

12‘O house of David! Thus says
the LORD:

“Execute judgment in the
morning;

And deliver him who is
plundered

Out of the hand of the oppressor,
Lest My fury go forth like fire
And burn so that no one can

quench it,
Because of the evil of your

doings.
13“Behold, nI am against you, 

O inhabitant of the valley,
And rock of the plain,” says the

LORD,
“Who osay, ‘Who shall come

down against us?
Or who shall enter our

dwellings?’
14 But I will punish you according

to the pfruit of your
doings,” says the LORD;

“I will kindle a fire in its forest,
And it shall devour all things

around it.” ’ ”

Zedekiah warned of Jerusalem’s fall

22THUS says the LORD: “Go
down to the house of the

That my mother might have
been my grave,

And her womb always enlarged
with me.

18 Why did I come forth from the
womb to see labor and
sorrow,

That my days should be
consumed with shame?

Messages concerning Judah’s last four
kings: (1) Zedekiah (21:1—22:9)

21THE word which came to
Jeremiah from the LORD

when aKing Zedekiah sent to him
Pashhur the son of Melchiah, and
bZephaniah the son of Maaseiah,
the priest, saying,

2“Please cinquire of the LORD for
us, for Nebuchadnezzar* king of
Babylon makes war against us. Per-
haps the LORD will deal with us ac-
cording to all His wonderful works,
that the king may go away from us.”

3Then Jeremiah said to them,
“Thus you shall say to Zedekiah,

4‘Thus says the LORD God of Isra-
el: “Behold, I will turn back the
weapons of war that are in your
hands, with which you fight against
the king of Babylon and the
Chaldeans* who besiege you out-
side the walls; and I will assemble
them in the midst of this city.

5“I dMyself will fight against you
with an eoutstretched hand and
with a strong arm, even in anger
and fury and great wrath.

6“I will strike the inhabitants of
this city, both man and beast; they
shall die of a great pestilence.

7“And afterward,” says the LORD,
“I will fdeliver Zedekiah king of Ju-
dah, his servants and the people, and
such as are left in this city from the
pestilence and the sword and the
famine, into the hand of Nebuchad-
nezzar king of Babylon, into the hand
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*21:2 Hebrew Nebuchadrezzar, and so elsewhere
*21:4 Or Babylonians

Zedekiah: justice of Jehovah. Son of Josiah. The last
king of Judah. Nebuchadnezzar made him king,
changing his name from Mattaniah. Zedekiah rebelled
against Nebuchadnezzar who then destroyed Jeru-
salem and took the Jews into captivity.

Nebuchadnezzar: Nebo protect the landmark. The
king of Babylon who captured Jerusalem and took the
people of Judah into captivity.



king of Judah, and there speak this
word,

2“and say, a‘Hear the word of the
LORD, O king of Judah, you who sit
on the throne of David, you and
your servants and your people who
enter these gates!

3‘Thus says the LORD: b“Execute
judgment and righteousness, and
deliver the plundered out of the
hand of the oppressor. Do no
wrong and do no violence to the
stranger, the c fatherless, or the
widow, nor shed innocent blood in
this place.

4“For if you indeed do this thing,
dthen shall enter the gates of this
house, riding on horses and in char-
iots, accompanied by servants and
people, kings who sit on the throne
of David.

5“But if you will not hear these
words, I eswear by Myself,” says the
LORD, “that this house shall become
a desolation.” ’ ”

6For thus says the LORD to the
house of the king of Judah:

“You are fGilead to Me,
The head of Lebanon;
Yet I surely will make you a

wilderness,
Cities which are not 

inhabited.
7 I will prepare destroyers against

you,
Everyone with his weapons;
They shall cut down your

choice cedars
And cast them into the fire.

8“And many nations will pass by
this city; and everyone will say to
his neighbor, g ‘Why has the LORD
done so to this great city?’

9“Then they will answer, h ‘Be-
cause they have forsaken the cov-
enant of the LORD their God, and
worshiped other gods and served
them.’ ”
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(2) Message concerning

Jehoahaz (Shallum)
10 Weep not for the idead, nor

bemoan him;
jWeep bitterly for him who goes

away,
For he shall return no more,
Nor see his native country.

11For thus says the LORD concern-
ing kShallum the son of Josiah, king
of Judah, who reigned instead of Jo-
siah his father, who went from this
place: “He shall not return here
lanymore,

12“but he shall die in the place
where they have led him captive,
and shall see this land no more.

(3) Message concerning Jehoiakim
13“Woem to him nwho builds his

house by unrighteousness
And his chambers by injustice,
Who uses his neighbor’s service

without wages
And gives him nothing for his

work,
14 Who says, ‘I will build myself a

wide house with spacious
chambers,

And cut out windows for it,
Paneling it with cedar
And painting it with vermilion.’

15“Shall you reign because you
enclose yourself in cedar?

Did not your father eat and
drink,

And do justice and
righteousness?

Then it was owell with him.
16 He judged the cause of the poor

and needy;
Then it was well.
Was not this knowing Me?”

says the LORD.
17“Yet your eyes and your heart

are for nothing but your
pcovetousness,

For shedding innocent blood,
And practicing oppression and

violence.”
18Therefore thus says the LORD

concerning Jehoiakim the son of Jo-
siah, king of Judah:

“They shall not qlament for him,
Saying, ‘Alas, my brother!’ or

‘Alas, my sister!’

Lebanon: the area along the Mediterranean Sea
known for its mountains and forests of cedar trees.

Jehoiakim: Jehovah has set up. Son of Josiah. He was
made king of Judah by Pharaoh Necho after taking
Jehoahaz into captivity.



face you fear—the hand of Nebu-
chadnezzar king of Babylon and the
hand of the Chaldeans.

26“So I will cast you out, and your
dmother who bore you, into anoth-
er country where you were not
born; and there you shall die.

27“But to the land to which they
desire to return, there they shall not
return.
28“Is this man Coniah a despised,

broken idol—
A vessel in which is no

pleasure?
Why are they cast out, he and

his descendants,
And cast into a land which they

do not know?
29 O earth, earth, earth,

Hear the word of the LORD!
30 Thus says the LORD:

‘Write this man down as
childless,

A man who shall not prosper in
his days;

For enone of his descendants
shall prosper,

Sitting on the throne of David,
And ruling anymore in Judah.’ ”

God’s true king: Messiah, the righteous
Branch. Israel to be regathered

23“WOE to the fshepherds
who destroy and scatter the

sheep of My pasture!” says the
LORD.

2Therefore thus says the LORD
God of Israel against the gshepherds
who feed My people: “You have
scattered My flock, driven them
away, and not attended to them. Be-
hold, I will attend to you for the evil
of your doings,” says the LORD.

They shall not lament for him,
Saying, ‘Alas, master!’ or ‘Alas,

his glory!’
19 He shall be buried with the

aburial of a donkey,
Dragged and cast out beyond

the gates of Jerusalem.

(4) Message concerning Coniah
(Jeconiah, Jehoiachin)

20“Go up to Lebanon, and cry out,
And lift up your voice in

Bashan;
Cry from Abarim,
For all your lovers are destroyed.

21 I spoke to you in your
prosperity,

But you said, ‘I will not hear.’
This has been your manner

from your byouth,
That you did not obey My

voice.
22 The wind shall eat up all your

crulers,
And your lovers shall go into

captivity;
Surely then you will be

ashamed and humiliated
For all your wickedness.

23 O inhabitant of Lebanon,
Making your nest in the cedars,
How gracious will you be when

pangs come upon you,
Like the pain of a woman in

labor?
24“As I live,” says the LORD,

“though Coniah the son of Jehoi-
akim, king of Judah, were the signet
on My right hand, yet I would pluck
you off;

25“and I will give you into the
hand of those who seek your life,
and into the hand of those whose
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Bashan: soft, rich soil. A fertile area of land east of the
Sea of Galilee.

22:19 It has been claimed that the silence of the histor-
ical books about Jehoiakim’s fate proves that Jeremiah
prophesied wrongly. On the contrary, this prediction gives
further historical information. If Jeremiah had made so
precise a prediction about a contemporary and the predic-
tion had not been fulfilled, it is unthinkable that the peo-
ple would have continued to regard Jeremiah as a true
prophet and to treasure his writings. Compare Deut.
18:20–22.

22:24 Coniah. Contracted from Jeconiah, 1 Chr. 3:16.
22:30 childless. This declaration does not mean that

Coniah (or Jeconiah or Jehoiachin) would have no chil-
dren, for in 1 Chr. 3:17–18 some are named (compare
Matt. 1:12). By divine judgment this king was to be written
down childless, that is, no physical descendant would oc-
cupy a place in the list of Israel’s kings. Consequently, if
our Lord Jesus, who is to occupy David’s throne (Luke
1:32–33), had been begotten by Mary’s husband, Joseph,
who was of the line of Jeconiah (Matt. 1:12,16), it would
have contradicted this divine prediction. Christ’s dynastic
right to the throne came, through his foster father Joseph,
from Jeconiah, but the physical descent of Jesus from Da-
vid came through Mary, whose genealogy is traced to Da-
vid through Nathan rather than through Solomon (compare
Luke 3:31 with Matt. 1:17).



3“But I will gather the aremnant
of My b flock out of all countries
where I have driven them, and
bring them back to their folds; and
they shall be fruitful and increase.

4“I will set up cshepherds over
them who will feed them; and they
shall fear no more, nor be dis-
mayed, nor shall they be lacking,”
says the LORD.

5“Behold, the days are coming,”
says the LORD,

“That I will raise to David a
dBranch of righteousness;

A eKing shall reign and prosper,
And execute judgment and

righteousness in the earth.
6 f In His days Judah will be saved,

And Israel will dwell safely;
Now this is His name by which

He will be called:

THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.
7“Therefore, behold, the days are

coming,” says the LORD, “that they
shall no longer say, ‘As the LORD
lives who brought up the children
of Israel from the land of Egypt,’

8“but, ‘As the LORD lives who
brought up and led the descendants
of the house of Israel from the north
country and gfrom all the countries
where I had driven them.’ And they
shall dwell in their own hland.”

False prophets denounced
9 My heart within me is broken

Because of the prophets;
All my bones shake.
I am like a drunken man,
And like a man whom wine has

overcome,
Because of the LORD,
And because of His holy words.

10 For the land is full of
adulterers;

For because of a curse the land
mourns.

The pleasant places of the
wilderness are dried up.

Their course of life is evil,
And their might is not right.

11“For both prophet and priest are
iprofane;
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Yes, in My jhouse I have found

their wickedness,” says the
LORD.

12“Therefore their way shall be to
them

Like slippery ways;
In the darkness they shall be

driven on
And fall in them;
For I will bring disaster on them,
The year of their punishment,”

says the LORD.
13“And I have seen folly in the

prophets of Samaria:
They prophesied by Baal
And caused My people Israel to

err.
14 Also I have seen a horrible

thing in the prophets of
Jerusalem:

They commit adultery and walk
in lies;

They also strengthen the hands
of evildoers,

So that no one turns back from
his wickedness.

All of them are like kSodom to
Me,

And her inhabitants like
Gomorrah.

15“Therefore thus says the LORD
of hosts concerning the prophets:

‘Behold, I will feed them with
wormwood,

And make them drink the
water of gall;

For from the prophets of
Jerusalem

Profaneness has gone out into
all the land.’ ”

23:6 THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. Hebrew
Jehovah-tsidkenu. See Ex. 34:6, note.

23:3 THE FINAL RESTORATION

This final restoration will be accomplished after a period
of unexampled tribulation (Jer. 30:3–10), and in con-
nection with the manifestation of David’s righteous
Branch (v. 5), Jehovah-tsidkenu (v. 6). This restoration is
not to be confused with the return of a remnant of Judah
under Ezra, Nehemiah, and Zerubbabel at the end of
the seventy years’ captivity (Jer. 29:10). At His first ad-
vent Christ, David’s righteous Branch (Luke 1:31–33),
did not establish an earthly kingdom, but was crowned
with thorns and crucified. Neither was Israel the nation
restored, nor did the Jewish people say, “THE LORD
OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” Compare Rom. 10:3. The
prophecy is yet to be fulfilled (Acts 15:14–17).



25“I have heard what the proph-
ets have said who prophesy lies in
My name, saying, ‘I have dreamed,
I have dreamed!’

26“How long will this be in the
heart of the prophets who prophesy
lies? Indeed they are prophets of the
deceit of their own heart,

27“who try to make My people for-
get My name by their dreams which
everyone tells his neighbor, as their
fathers forgot My name for Baal.
28“The prophet who has a dream,

let him tell a dream;
And he who has My word, let

him speak My word
faithfully.

What is the chaff to the
wheat?” says the LORD.

29“ Is not My word like a ifire?”
says the LORD,

“And like a jhammer that breaks
the rock in pieces?

30“Therefore behold, kI am
against the prophets,” says the
LORD, “who steal My words every
one from his neighbor.

31“Behold, I am lagainst the
prophets,” says the LORD, “who use
their tongues and say, ‘He says.’

32“Behold, I am against those
who prophesy false dreams,” says
the LORD, “and tell them, and cause
My people to err by their mlies and
by their nrecklessness. Yet I did not
send them or command them;
therefore they shall not oprofit this
people at all,” says the LORD.

33“So when these people or the
prophet or the priest ask you, say-
ing, ‘What is the poracle of the
LORD?’ you shall then say to them,
‘What oracle?’* I will even forsake
you,” says the LORD.

34“And as for the prophet and the
priest and the people who say, ‘The
oracle of the LORD!’ I will even pun-
ish that man and his house.

35“Thus every one of you shall
say to his neighbor, and every one
to his brother, ‘What has the LORD
answered?’ and, ‘What has the LORD
spoken?’

36“And the oracle of the LORD you
shall mention no more. For every

16Thus says the LORD of hosts:

“Do anot listen to the words of
the prophets who prophesy
to you.

They make you worthless;
They bspeak a vision of their

own heart,
Not from the mouth of the

LORD.
17 They continually say to those

who despise Me,
‘The LORD has said, “You shall

have peace” ’;
And to everyone who walks

according to the dictates of
his own heart, they say,

‘No evil shall come upon you.’ ”
18 For cwho has stood in the

counsel of the LORD,
And has perceived and heard

His word?
Who has marked His word and

heard it?
19 Behold, a whirlwind of the LORD

has gone forth in fury—
A violent whirlwind!
It will fall violently on the head

of the wicked.
20 The danger of the LORD will not

turn back
Until He has executed and

performed the thoughts of
His heart.

In the elatter days you will
understand it perfectly.

21“I f have not sent these prophets,
yet they ran.

I have not spoken to them, yet
they prophesied.

22 But if they had stood in My
counsel,

And had caused My people to
hear My words,

Then they would have turned
them from their evil way

And from the evil of their
doings.

23“Am I a God near at hand,” says
the LORD,

“And not a God afar off?
24 Can anyone ghide himself in

secret places,
So I shall not see him?” says

the LORD;
“Doh I not fill heaven and

earth?” says the LORD.
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man’s word will be his oracle, for
you have aperverted the words of
the living God, the LORD of hosts,
our God.

37“Thus you shall say to the
prophet, ‘What has the LORD an-
swered you?’ and, ‘What has the
LORD spoken?’

38“But since you say, ‘The oracle
of the LORD!’ therefore thus says the
LORD: ‘Because you say this word,
“The oracle of the LORD!” and I
have sent to you, saying, “Do not
say, ‘The oracle of the LORD!’ ”

39‘therefore behold, I, even I, will
utterly forget you and bforsake you,
and the city that I gave you and
your fathers, and will cast you out of
My presence.

40‘And I will bring an everlasting
reproach upon you, and a perpetual
cshame, which shall not be dforgot-
ten.’ ”

Sign of the figs: some recent
deportees will be returned from

Babylon, but not all

24THE LORD showed me, and
there were etwo baskets of

figs set before the temple of the
LORD, after Nebuchadnezzar fking of
Babylon had carried away captive
Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king
of Judah, and the princes of Judah
with the craftsmen and smiths,
from Jerusalem, and had brought
them to Babylon.

2One basket had very good figs,
like the figs that are first ripe; and
the other basket had very bad figs
which could not be eaten, they were
so gbad.

3Then the LORD said to me,
“What do you see, Jeremiah?” And I
said, “Figs, the good figs, very good;
and the bad, very bad, which can-
not be eaten, they are so bad.”

4Again the word of the LORD
came to me, saying,

5“Thus says the LORD, the God of
Israel: ‘Like these good figs, so will I
acknowledge those who are carried
away captive from Judah, whom I
have sent out of this place for their
own hgood, into the land of the
Chaldeans.

6‘For I will set My eyes on them
for good, and I will ibring them
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back to this land; I will build them
and not pull them down, and I will
plant them and not pluck them up.

7‘Then I will give them a jheart
to know Me, that I am the LORD;
and they shall be kMy people, and I
will be their God, for they shall re-
turn to Me with their whole heart.

8‘And as the bad figs which can-
not be eaten, they are so bad’—sure-
ly thus says the LORD—‘so will I give
up Zedekiah the king of Judah, his
princes, the lresidue of Jerusalem
who remain in this land, and those
who dwell in the land of mEgypt.

9‘I will ndeliver them to trouble
into all the kingdoms of the earth,
for their harm, to be a reproach and
a byword, a taunt and a curse, in all
places where I shall drive them.

10‘And I will send the sword, the
famine, and the pestilence among
them, till they are consumed from
the land that I gave to them and
their fathers.’ ”

Prophecy of the seventy years’
Babylonian captivity
(v. 11; cp. Dan. 9:2)

25THE word that came to Jere-
miah concerning all the peo-

ple of Judah, in the ofourth year of
pJehoiakim the son of Josiah, king
of Judah (which was the first year of
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon),

2which Jeremiah the prophet
spoke to all the people of Judah and
to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
saying:

25:1 EVENTS IN JEREMIAH’S LIFE

Called by God 1:6–8
Rejected by his neighbors 11:19–21
Rejected by his family 12:6
Rejected by false prophets and priests 20:1–2
Rejected by friends 20:10
Rejected by his audience 26:8
Rejected by kings 36:28
Confined to the courtyard of the palace 32:2
Bought a field 32:9
His scrolls were taken and burned 36:27
He rewrote the scrolls 36:32
The Babylonians captured Jerusalem 39
He was taken captive 40:1
He was released 40:5–6
He was taken captive and sent to Egypt 43:4



Babylon and other nations
to be judged

12 ‘Then it will come to pass,
when seventy years are completed,
that I will punish the king of Bab-
ylon and that nation, the h land of
the Chaldeans, for their iniquity,’
says the LORD; ‘and I will make it a
perpetual desolation.

13‘So I will bring on that land all
My words which I have pronounced
against it, all that is written in this
book, which Jeremiah has prophe-
sied concerning all the nations.

14‘(For many nations and great
kings shall be served by them also;
and I will repay them according to
their deeds and according to the
works of their own hands.)’ ”

15For thus says the LORD God of
Israel to me: “Take this iwine cup of
fury from My hand, and cause all
the nations, to whom I send you, to
drink it.

16“And they will jdrink and stag-
ger and go mad because of the
sword that I will send among
them.”

17Then I took the cup from the
LORD’S hand, and made all the na-
tions drink, to whom the LORD had
sent me:

18Jerusalem and the cities of Ju-
dah, its kings and its princes, to
make them a desolation, an kaston-
ishment, a hissing, and a curse, as it
is this day;

19Pharaoh king of lEgypt, his ser-
vants, his princes, and all his peo-
ple;

20all the mmixed multitude, all
the kings of the land of Uz, all the
kings of the land of the nPhilistines
(namely, Ashkelon, Gaza, Ekron,
and the remnant of Ashdod);

21oEdom, pMoab, and the people
of qAmmon;

22all the kings of rTyre, all the
kings of Sidon, and the kings of the
coastlands which are across the sea;

3“From the thirteenth year of Jo-
siah the son of Amon, king of Judah,
even to this day, this is the twenty-
third year in which the word of the
LORD has come to me; and I have
spoken to you, rising early and
speaking, but you have not listened.

4“And the LORD has sent to you
all His aservants the prophets, rising
early and sending them, but you
have not listened nor inclined your
ear to hear.

5“They said, b‘Repent now every-
one of his evil way and his evil do-
ings, and dwell in the land that the
LORD has given to you and your fa-
thers forever and ever.

6‘Do not go after other gods to
serve them and worship them, and
do not provoke Me to anger with
the works of your hands; and I will
not harm you.’

7“Yet you have not listened to
Me,” says the LORD, “that you might
cprovoke Me to anger with the
works of your hands to your own
hurt.

8“Therefore thus says the LORD of
hosts: ‘Because you have not heard
My words,

9‘behold, I will send and take dall
the families of the north,’ says the
LORD, ‘and Nebuchadnezzar the
king of Babylon, eMy servant, and
will bring them against this land,
against its inhabitants, and against
these nations all around, and will
utterly destroy them, and make
them an astonishment, a fhissing,
and perpetual desolations.

10‘Moreover I will take from
them the voice of mirth and the
voice of gladness, the voice of the
bridegroom and the voice of the
bride, the sound of the millstones
and the light of the lamp.

11‘And this whole land shall be a
desolation and an astonishment,
and these nations shall serve the
king of Babylon seventy gyears.
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to be a round number. Others find the number to be exact,
counting from about 604 B.C. (the first deportation being in
Jehoiakim’s reign, whereas the second was in 597 B.C. in
Jehoiachin’s reign, and the last in Zedekiah’s reign in 586

B.C.) to about 535 B.C. when the exiles returned to the land
after the decree of Cyrus (Ezra 1:1–3).

25:18–25 See Map 5 at the back of the Bible.
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23aDedan, Tema, Buz, and all who
are in the farthest corners;

24all the kings of Arabia and all
the kings of the bmixed multitude
who dwell in the desert;

25all the kings of Zimri, all the
kings of cElam, and all the kings of
the dMedes;

26all the kings of the north, far
and near, one with another; and all
the kingdoms of the world which
are on the face of the earth. Also
the king of Sheshach shall drink af-
ter them.

27“Therefore you shall say to
them, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts,
the God of Israel: “Drink, be drunk,
and vomit! Fall and rise no more,
because of the sword which I will
send among you.” ’

28“And it shall be, if they refuse
to take the cup from your hand to
drink, then you shall say to them,
‘Thus says the LORD of hosts: “You
shall certainly drink!

29“For behold, I begin to bring
calamity on the city which is called
by My name, and should you be ut-
terly unpunished? You shall not be
unpunished, for eI will call for a
fsword on all the inhabitants of the
earth,” says the LORD of hosts.’

30“Therefore prophesy against
them all these words, and say to
them:

‘The LORD will roar from on
high,

And utter His voice from His
holy habitation;

He will groar mightily against
His fold.

He will give a shout, as those
who tread the grapes,

Against all the inhabitants of
the earth.

31 A noise will come to the ends
of the earth—

For the LORD has a hcontroversy
with the nations;

He will iplead His case with all
flesh.
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He will give those who are

wicked to the sword,’ says
the LORD.”

32Thus says the LORD of hosts:

“Behold, disaster shall go forth
From nation to nation,
And a great whirlwind shall be

raised up
From the jfarthest parts of the

earth.
33“And at that day the slain of the

LORD shall be from one end of the
earth even to the other end of the
earth. They shall not be lamented,
or gathered, or buried; they shall
become refuse on the ground.
34“Wail, kshepherds, and cry!

Roll about in the ashes,
You leaders of the flock!
For the days of your slaughter

and your dispersions are
fulfilled;

You shall fall like a precious
vessel.

35 And the shepherds will have no
way to flee,

Nor the leaders of the flock to
escape.

36 A voice of the cry of the
shepherds,

And a wailing of the leaders to
the flock will be heard.

For the LORD has plundered
their pasture,

37 And the peaceful dwellings are
cut down

Because of the fierce anger of
the LORD.

38 He has left His lair like the lion;
For their land is desolate
Because of the fierceness of the

Oppressor,
And because of His fierce

anger.”

Message in the temple court

26IN the beginning of the reign
of Jehoiakim the son of Josi-

25:26 Sheshach. Another name for Babylon. Jer. 51:41.
25:29 all the inhabitants of the earth. The scope of this

prophecy cannot be limited to the invasion of Nebuchad-
nezzar. If the LORD does not spare His own city, should the
nations imagine that there is no judgment for them? The
prophecy leaps to the very end of the Church Age. (See

notes on Day of the LORD, Joel 1:15; Rev. 19:19; and Ar-
mageddon, Rev. 19:17. Compare Is. 2:10–22).

Jehoiakim: Jehovah has set up. Son of Josiah. He was
made king of Judah by Pharaoh Necho after taking Je-
hoahaz into captivity.



people, saying, “This man deserves
to idie! For he has prophesied
against this city, as you have heard
with your ears.”

12Then Jeremiah spoke to all the
princes and all the people, saying:
“The LORD sent me to prophesy
against this house and against this
city with all the words that you
have heard.

13“Now therefore, jamend your
ways and your doings, and obey the
voice of the LORD your God; then
the LORD will krelent concerning
the doom that He has pronounced
against you.

14“As for me, here I am, in your
hand; do with me as seems good
and proper to you.

15“But know for certain that if you
put me to death, you will surely bring
innocent blood on yourselves, on this
city, and on its inhabitants; for truly
the LORD has sent me to you to speak
all these words in your hearing.”

16So the princes and all the lpeo-
ple said to the priests and the
prophets, “This man does mnot de-
serve to die. For he has spoken to us
in the name of the LORD our God.”

17Then certain of the elders of the
land rose up and spoke to all the as-
sembly of the people, saying:

18n“Micah of Moresheth prophe-
sied in the days of Hezekiah king of
Judah, and spoke to all the people of
Judah, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD
of hosts:

“Ziono shall be plowed like a
field,

Jerusalem shall become heaps
of ruins,

And the mountain of the
temple*

Like the bare hills of the
forest.” ’

19“Did Hezekiah king of Judah
and all Judah ever put him to death?
Did he not fear the LORD and pseek
the LORD’S favor? And the LORD qre-
lented concerning the doom which
He had pronounced against them.
But we are doing great evil against
ourselves.”

ah, king of Judah, this word came
from the LORD, saying,

2“Thus says the LORD: ‘Stand in
the court of the LORD’S house, and
speak to all the cities of Judah,
which come to worship in the
LORD’S house, aall the words that I
command you to speak to them. Do
not diminish a word.

3‘Perhaps everyone will b listen
and turn from his evil way, that I
may crelent concerning the calamity
which I purpose to bring on them
because of the evil of their doings.’

4“And you shall say to them,
‘Thus says the LORD: “If you will not
listen to Me, to walk in My law
which I have set before you,

5“to heed the words of My dser-
vants the prophets whom I sent to
you, both rising up early and send-
ing them (but you have not heeded),

6“then I will make this house like
eShiloh, and will make this city a
curse to all the nations of the
earth.” ’ ”

7So the priests and the prophets
and all the people heard Jeremiah
speaking these words in the house
of the LORD.

Priests and prophets seek
Jeremiah’s death

8Now it happened, when Jeremi-
ah had made an end of speaking all
that the LORD had commanded him
to speak to all the people, that the
priests and the prophets and all the
people fseized him, saying, “You
will surely die!

9“Why have you prophesied in
the name of the LORD, saying, ‘This
house shall be like Shiloh, and this
city shall be gdesolate, without an
inhabitant’?” And all the people
were gathered against Jeremiah in
the house of the LORD.

Princes spare Jeremiah
10When the princes of Judah

heard these things, they hcame up
from the king’s house to the house of
the LORD and sat down in the entry
of the New Gate of the LORD’S house.

11And the priests and the proph-
ets spoke to the princes and all the
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20Now there was also a man who
prophesied in the name of the LORD,
Urijah the son of Shemaiah of Kir-
jath Jearim, who prophesied against
this city and against this land ac-
cording to all the words of Jeremiah.

21And when Jehoiakim the king,
with all his mighty men and all the
princes, heard his words, the king
sought to put him to death; but
when Urijah heard it, he was afraid
and afled, and went to Egypt.

22Then Jehoiakim the king sent
men to Egypt: bElnathan the son of
Achbor, and other men who went
with him to cEgypt.

23And they brought Urijah from
Egypt and brought him to Jehoiakim
the king, who killed him with the
sword and cast his dead body into
the graves of the common people.

24Nevertheless the hand of dAhi-
kam the son of Shaphan was with
Jeremiah, so that they should not
give him into the hand of the peo-
ple to put him to death.

Sign of the yokes: surrounding
nations commanded to submit

to Nebuchadnezzar

27IN the beginning of the reign
of Jehoiakim* the son of Josi-

ah, king of Judah, this word came to
Jeremiah from the LORD, esaying,*

2“Thus says the LORD to me:
‘Make for yourselves bonds and
fyokes, and put them on your neck,

3‘and send them gto the king of
Edom, the king of Moab, the king of
the Ammonites, the king of Tyre,
and the king of Sidon, by the hand of
the messengers who come to
Jerusalem to Zedekiah king of Judah.

4‘And command them to say to
their masters, “Thus says the LORD
of hosts, the God of Israel—thus
you shall say to your masters:

5‘I have made the earth, the man
and the beast that are on the
ground, by My great power and by
My outstretched arm, and have
hgiven it to whom it seemed proper
to Me.

6‘And now I have igiven all these
lands into the hand of Nebuchad-
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nezzar the king of Babylon, jMy ser-
vant; and the kbeasts of the field I
have also given him to serve him.

7‘So all lnations shall serve him
and his son and his son’s son, muntil
the time of his land comes; and
then many nations and great kings
shall make him serve them.

8‘And it shall be, that the nation
and kingdom which will not serve
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Bab-
ylon, and which will not nput its
neck under the yoke of the king of
Babylon, that nation I will punish,’
says the LORD, ‘with the sword, the
famine, and the pestilence, until I
have consumed them by his hand.

9‘Therefore do not listen to your
prophets, your diviners, your dream-
ers, your soothsayers, or your sorcer-
ers, who speak to you, saying, “You
shall not serve the king of Babylon.”

10‘For they prophesy a olie to you,
to remove you far from your land;
and I will drive you out, and you
will perish.

11‘But the nations that bring their
necks under the yoke of the king of
Babylon and serve him, I will let
them remain in their own land,’
says the LORD, ‘and they shall till it
and dwell in it.’ ” ’ ”

12I also spoke to Zedekiah king of
Judah according to all these words,
saying, “Bring your necks under the
yoke of the king of Babylon, and
serve him and his people, and live!

13“Why will you die, you and your
people, by the sword, by the famine,
and by the pestilence, as the LORD
has spoken against the nation that
will not serve the king of Babylon?

14“Therefore do not plisten to the
words of the prophets who speak to
you, saying, ‘You shall not serve the
king of Babylon,’ for they prophesy
a lie to you;

15“for I have qnot sent them,”
says the LORD, “yet they prophesy a
lie in My name, that I may drive
you out, and that you may perish,
*27:1 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and
Vulgate; some Hebrew manuscripts, Arabic, and
Syriac read Zedekiah (compare 27:3,12; 28:1).
* Septuagint omits verse 1.

27:1 Jehoiakim. Here is possibly a scribal error. Hebrew reads Jehoiakim, but context requires Zedekiah. See NKJV
textual note.



Gibeon, spoke to me in the house of
the LORD in the presence of the
priests and of all the people, saying,

2“Thus speaks the LORD of hosts,
the God of Israel, saying: ‘I have bro-
ken the jyoke of the king of Babylon.

3‘Within two full years I will
kbring back to this place all the ves-
sels of the LORD’S house, that Nebu-
chadnezzar king of Babylon l took
away from this place and carried to
Babylon.

4‘And I will bring back to this
place Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim,
king of Judah, with all the mcaptives
of Judah who went to Babylon,’ says
the LORD, ‘for I will break the yoke
of the king of Babylon.’ ”

5Then the prophet Jeremiah
spoke to the prophet Hananiah in
the presence of the priests and in
the presence of all the people who
stood in the house of the LORD,

6and the prophet Jeremiah said,
n“Amen! The LORD do so; the LORD
perform your words which you have
prophesied, to bring back the ves-
sels of the LORD’S house and all who
were carried away captive, from
Babylon to this place.

7“Nevertheless hear now this
word that I speak in your hearing
and in the hearing of all the people:

8“The prophets who have been
before me and before you of old
prophesied against many countries
and great kingdoms—of war and di-
saster and pestilence.

9“As for the oprophet who proph-
esies of ppeace, when the word of
the prophet comes to pass, the
prophet will be known as one
whom the LORD has truly qsent.”

10Then Hananiah the prophet
took the yoke off the prophet Jere-
miah’s neck and broke it.

11And Hananiah spoke in the
presence of all the people, saying,
“Thus says the LORD: ‘Even so I will
break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon rfrom the neck of all

you and the prophets who prophesy
to you.”

16Also I spoke to the priests and to
all this people, saying, “Thus says
the LORD: ‘Do not listen to the words
of your prophets who prophesy to
you, saying, a“Behold, the vessels of
the LORD’S house will now shortly be
brought back from Babylon”; for
they prophesy a lie to you.

17‘Do not listen to them; serve
the king of Babylon, and live! Why
should this city be laid waste?

18‘But if they are prophets, and if
the word of the LORD is with them,
let them now make intercession to
the LORD of hosts, that the vessels
which are left in the house of the
LORD, in the house of the king of Ju-
dah, and at Jerusalem, do not go to
Babylon.’

19“For thus says the LORD of hosts
bconcerning the pillars, concerning
the Sea, concerning the carts, and
concerning the remainder of the
vessels that remain in this city,

20“which Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon did not take, when he
carried away ccaptive Jeconiah the
son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah,
from Jerusalem to Babylon, and all
the nobles of Judah and Jerusalem—

21“yes, thus says the LORD of
hosts, the God of Israel, concerning
the dvessels that remain in the
house of the LORD, and in the house
of the king of Judah and of Jeru-
salem:

22‘They shall be ecarried to Bab-
ylon, and there they shall be until
the day that I fvisit them,’ says the
LORD. ‘Then I will gbring them up
and restore them to this place.’ ”

Hananiah’s false prophecy and death

28AND it happened in the
same year, at the beginning

of the reign of Zedekiah king of Ju-
dah, in the hfourth year and in the
fifth month, that Hananiah the son
of iAzur the prophet, who was from
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nations within the space of two full
years.’ ” And the prophet Jeremiah
went his way.

12Now the word of the LORD
came to Jeremiah, after Hananiah
the prophet had broken the ayoke
from the neck of the prophet Jere-
miah, saying,

13“Go and tell Hananiah, saying,
‘Thus says the LORD: “You have bro-
ken the yokes of wood, but you have
made in their place yokes of iron.”

14‘For thus says the LORD of hosts,
the God of Israel: “I have put a
byoke of iron on the neck of all these
nations, that they may serve Nebu-
chadnezzar king of Babylon; and
they shall serve him. I have given
him the cbeasts of the field also.” ’ ”

15Then the prophet Jeremiah said
to Hananiah the prophet, “Hear
now, Hananiah, the LORD has not
sent you, dbut you make this people
etrust in a flie.

16“Therefore thus says the LORD:
‘Behold, I will cast you from the
face of the earth. This year you shall
gdie, because you have taught hre-
bellion against the LORD.’ ”

17So Hananiah the prophet died
the same year in the seventh
month.

Message to the Jews
of the first captivity

29NOW these are the words of
the letter that Jeremiah the

prophet sent from Jerusalem to the
remainder of the elders who were
icarried away captive—to the
priests, the prophets, and all the
people whom Nebuchadnezzar had
carried away captive from Jerusalem
to Babylon.

2(This happened after j Jeconiah
the king, the kqueen mother, the
eunuchs, the princes of Judah and
Jerusalem, the lcraftsmen, and the
smiths had departed from Jerusa-
lem.)

3The letter was sent by the hand
of Elasah the son of mShaphan, and
Gemariah the son of Hilkiah, whom
Zedekiah king of Judah sent to Bab-
ylon, to Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon, nsaying,
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4 Thus says the LORD of hosts,

the God of Israel, to all who
were carried away captive,
whom I have caused to be
carried away from Jerusalem 
to Babylon:

5 Build houses and dwell in
them; plant gardens and eat
their fruit.

6 Take wives and beget sons and
daughters; and take wives for
your sons and give your
daughters to husbands, so that
they may bear sons and
daughters—that you may be
increased there, and not
diminished.

7 And seek the peace of the city
where I have caused you to be
carried away captive, and opray
to the LORD for it; for in its
peace you will have peace.

8 For thus says the LORD of hosts,
the God of Israel: Do not let
your prophets and your
diviners who are in your midst
pdeceive you, nor listen to
your dreams which you cause
to be dreamed.

9 For they prophesy qfalsely to
you in My name; I have not
sent them, says the LORD.

10 For thus says the LORD: rAfter
seventy years are completed at
Babylon, I will visit you and
perform My good word toward
you, and cause you to sreturn
to this place.

11 For I know the thoughts that I
think toward you, says the
LORD, thoughts of peace and
not of evil, to give you a future
and a hope.

12 tThen you will call upon Me
and go and pray to Me, and I
will ulisten to you.

13 And you will vseek Me and find
Me, when you search for Me
with all your heart.

14 I will be wfound by you, says
the LORD, and I will bring you
back from your captivity; I will
xgather you from all the
nations and from all the places
where I have driven you, says
the LORD, and I will bring you

29:1 carried away. Compare 2 Kin. 24:10–16. The complete captivity of Judah came eleven years later (2 Kin. 25:1–7).



Babylon, saying, “The LORD
make you like Zedekiah and
gAhab, whom the king of
Babylon roasted in the fire”;

23 because they have done
disgraceful things in Israel,
have committed adultery with
their neighbors’ wives, and
have spoken lying words in My
name, which I have not
commanded them. Indeed I
hknow, and am a witness, says
the LORD.

24 You shall also speak to
Shemaiah the Nehelamite,
saying,

25 Thus speaks the LORD of hosts,
the God of Israel, saying: You
have sent letters in your name
to all the people who are at
Jerusalem, to iZephaniah the
son of Maaseiah the priest, and
to all the priests, saying,

26 “The LORD has made you priest
instead of Jehoiada the priest,
so that there should be officers
in the house of the LORD over
every man who is jdemented
and considers himself a
prophet, that you should put
him in prison and in the
kstocks.

27 Now therefore, why have you
not rebuked Jeremiah of
Anathoth who makes himself a
prophet to you?

28 For he has sent to us in
Babylon, saying, ‘This captivity
is long; build houses and dwell
in them, and plant gardens and
eat their fruit.’ ”

29 Now Zephaniah the priest read
this letter in the hearing of
Jeremiah the prophet.

30 Then the word of the LORD
came to Jeremiah, saying:

31 Send to all those in captivity,
saying,
Thus says the LORD
concerning Shemaiah the
Nehelamite: Because
Shemaiah has prophesied to

to the place from which I
cause you to be carried away
captive.

15 Because you have said, “The
LORD has raised up prophets for
us in Babylon”—

16 a therefore thus says the LORD
concerning the king who sits
on the throne of David,
concerning all the people who
dwell in this city, and
concerning your brethren who
have not gone out with you
into captivity—

17 thus says the LORD of hosts:
Behold, I will send on them
the sword, the famine, and the
pestilence, and will make them
like rotten bfigs that cannot be
eaten, they are so bad.

18 And I will pursue them with
the sword, with famine, and
with pestilence; and I will
cdeliver them to trouble
among all the kingdoms of the
earth—to be a curse, an
dastonishment, a hissing, and
a reproach among all the
nations where I have driven
them,

19 because they have not heeded
My words, says the LORD,
which I sent to them by My
servants the prophets, rising
up early and sending them;
neither would you heed, says
the LORD.

20 Therefore hear the word of the
LORD, all you of the captivity,
whom I have sent from
Jerusalem to Babylon.

21 Thus says the LORD of hosts,
the God of Israel, concerning
Ahab the son of Kolaiah, and
Zedekiah the son of Maaseiah,
who prophesy a elie to you in
My name: Behold, I will
deliver them into the hand of
Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon, and he shall slay
them before your eyes.

22 And because of them a fcurse
shall be taken up by all the
captivity of Judah who are in
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you, and I have anot sent him,
and he has caused you to trust
in a b lie—

32 therefore thus says the LORD:
Behold, I will punish Shemaiah
the Nehelamite and his family:
he shall not have anyone to
dwell among this people, nor
shall he see the good that I will
do for My people, says the
LORD, because he has taught
crebellion against the LORD.

The day of the LORD: “the time of
Jacob’s trouble” (v. 7), the tribulation

30THE word that came to Jere-
miah from the LORD, saying,

2“Thus speaks the LORD God of Is-
rael, saying: d ‘Write in a book for
yourself all the ewords that I have
spoken to you.

3‘For behold, the days are com-
ing,’ says the LORD, ‘that fI will
bring back from captivity My people
Israel and Judah,’ says the LORD.
‘And I will cause them to return to
the land that I gave to their fathers,
and they shall possess it.’ ”

4Now these are the words that
the LORD spoke concerning Israel
and Judah.

5“For thus says the LORD:

‘We have heard a voice of
trembling,

Of fear, and not of peace.
6 Ask now, and see,

Whether a man is ever in labor
with child?

So why do I see every man with
his hands on his loins

Like a woman in glabor,
And all faces turned pale?

7 Alas! For hthat day is great,
So that none is like it;
And it is the time of Jacob’s

trouble,
But he shall be saved out of it.
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8 ‘For it shall come to pass in that

day,’
Says the LORD of hosts,

‘That I will break his yoke from
your neck,

And will burst your bonds;
Foreigners shall no more

enslave them.
9 But they shall serve the LORD

their God,
And iDavid their jking,
Whom I will raise up for them.

10 ‘Therefore do not fear, O My
servant Jacob,’ says the
LORD,

‘Nor be dismayed, O Israel;
For behold, I will save you from

afar,
And your seed from the kland

of their captivity.
Jacob shall return, have rest

and be quiet,
And no one shall make him

afraid.
11 For I am with lyou,’ says the

LORD, ‘to save you;
mThough I make a full end of all

nations where I have
scattered you,

Yet I will not make a complete
end of nyou.

But I will correct you in justice,
And will not let you go

altogether unpunished.’
12“For thus says the LORD:

‘Youro affliction is incurable,
Your wound is severe.

13 There is no one to plead your
cause,

That you may be bound up;
You have no healing medicines.

14 All your lovers have forgotten
you;

They do not seek you;
For I have wounded you with

the wound of an enemy,

30:1 Since the book is so largely occupied with the
message of judgment (1:10), these chapters are all the more
significant in predicting such glorious features as: (1) the
indestructibility of Israel (30:11; 31:35–37); (2) the return
from exile (30:10; 31:23; 33:7); (3) the coming of the Mes-
sianic King (33:15–16); (4) the conversion of Israel
(33:8,16); and (5) the realization of the New Covenant
(31:31ff.; 32:39–40).

30:7 time of Jacob’s trouble. The time of trouble for
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30:11 complete end of you. No OT prophet is more

positive of the destruction of Israel’s political economy and
the consequent exile of the nation than is Jeremiah, but he
is also insistent that the disaster of the hour does not mean
the nation’s dissolution. Repeatedly the prophet assures the
nation that God will not make a “complete end” of Israel
(compare 4:27; 5:10,18; 30:11; 46:28). The perpetuity of
Israel as a nation is thus assured.



21 Their nobles shall be from
among them,

And their governor shall come
from their midst;

Then I will cause him to draw
near,

And he shall gapproach Me;
For who is this who pledged

his heart to approach Me?’
says the LORD.

22 ‘You shall be hMy people,
And I will be your God.’ ”

23 iBehold, the whirlwind of the
LORD

Goes forth with fury,
A continuing whirlwind;
It will fall violently on the head

of the wicked.
24 The fierce anger of the LORD

will not return until He has
done it,

And until He has performed the
intents of His heart.

In the jlatter days you will
consider it.

Joy will replace sorrow

31“AT the same time,” says the
LORD, “I will be the God of

all the families of Israel, and they
shall be My kpeople.”

2Thus says the LORD:

“The people who survived the
sword

Found grace in the wilderness—
Israel, when I went to give him

rest.”
3 The LORD has appeared of old to

me, saying:
“Yes, I have loved you with an

everlasting llove;
Therefore with lovingkindness I

have drawn you.
4 Again I will build you, and you

shall be rebuilt,
O virgin of Israel!
You shall again be adorned with

your tambourines,
And shall go forth in the dances

of those who rejoice.
5 You shall yet plant vines on the

mountains of Samaria;
The planters shall plant and eat

them as ordinary food.

With the chastisement of a
cruel one,

For the multitude of your
iniquities,

Because your sins have
increased.

15 Why do you cry about your
affliction?

Your sorrow is incurable.
Because of the multitude of

your iniquities,
Because your sins have

increased,
I have done these things to you.

16 ‘Therefore all those who devour
you shall be adevoured;

And all your adversaries, every
one of them, shall go into
bcaptivity;

Those who cplunder you shall
become plunder,

And all who dprey upon you I
will make a prey.

17 For I will erestore health to you
And heal you of your wounds,’

says the LORD,
‘Because they called you an

outcast saying:
“This is Zion;

No one seeks her.” ’

Israel to be delivered in last days
18“Thus says the LORD:

‘Behold, I will bring back the
captivity of Jacob’s tents,

And have mercy on his
dwelling places;

The city shall be built upon its
own mound,

And the palace shall remain
according to its own plan.

19 Then out of them shall proceed
thanksgiving

And the voice of those who
make merry;

I will fmultiply them, and they
shall not diminish;

I will also glorify them, and
they shall not be small.

20 Their children also shall be as
before,

And their congregation shall be
established before Me;

And I will punish all who
oppress them.
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30:18 bring back. That is, cause to cease.



6 For there shall be a day
When the watchmen will cry

on Mount Ephraim,
‘Arise, and let us go up to Zion,
To the LORD our God.’ ”

7For thus says the LORD:

“Sing with gladness for Jacob,
And shout among the chief of

the nations;
Proclaim, give praise, and say,

‘O LORD, save Your people,
The aremnant of bIsrael!’

8 Behold, I will bring them from
the north country,

And gather them from the
cends of the earth,

Among them the blind and the
lame,

The woman with child
And the one who labors with

child, together;
A great throng shall return

there.
9 They shall come with dweeping,

And with supplications I will
lead them.

I will cause them to walk by
the erivers of waters,

In a straight way in which they
shall not stumble;

For I am a fFather to Israel,
And Ephraim is My firstborn.

10“Hear the word of the LORD,
O nations,

And declare it in the isles afar
off, and say,

‘He who scattered Israel will
gather him,

And keep him as a gshepherd
does his flock.’

11 For the LORD has hredeemed
Jacob,

And ransomed him from the
hand of one stronger than
he.

12 Therefore they shall come and
sing in the height of Zion,

Streaming to the goodness of
the LORD—

For wheat and new wine and
oil,

For the young of the flock and
the herd;
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Their souls shall be like a well-

watered garden,
And they shall sorrow no more

at all.
13“Then shall the virgin rejoice in

the dance,
And the young men and the

old, together;
For I will turn their mourning

to joy,
Will comfort them,
And make them rejoice rather

than isorrow.
14 I will satiate the soul of the

priests with abundance,
And My people shall be

satisfied with My goodness,
says the LORD.”

15Thus says the LORD:

“A voice was heard in Ramah,
Lamentation and bitter

weeping,
Rachel jweeping for her

children,
Refusing to be comforted for

her children,
Because they are kno more.”

16Thus says the LORD:

“Refrain your voice from
lweeping,

And your eyes from tears;
For your work shall be

rewarded, says the LORD,
And they shall come back from

the land of the enemy.
17 There is mhope in your future,

says the LORD,
That your children shall come

back to their own border.
18“I have surely heard Ephraim

bemoaning himself:
‘You have nchastised me, and I

was chastised,
Like an untrained bull;
Restore me, and I will return,
For You are the LORD my God.

19 Surely, after my turning, I
orepented;

And after I was instructed, I
struck myself on the thigh;

I was pashamed, yes, even
humiliated,

Because I bore the reproach of
my youth.’

20 Is Ephraim My dear son?
Rachel: ewe. The wife of Jacob whom he loved.
Mother of Joseph and Benjamin, Jacob’s favorite sons.



dah with the seed of man and the
seed of beast.

28“And it shall come to pass, that
as I have watched over them to
pluck up, to break down, to throw
down, to destroy, and to afflict, so I
will watch over them to build and
to plant, says the LORD.

29“In those days they shall say no
more:

‘Thed fathers have eaten sour
grapes,

And the children’s teeth are set
on edge.’

30“But every one shall die for his
eown iniquity; every man who eats
the sour grapes, his teeth shall be
set on edge.

31 f“Behold, the days are coming,
says the LORD, when I will make a
new ghcovenant with the house of
Israel and with the house of Judah—

32“not according to the covenant
that I made with their fathers in the
day that I took them by the hand to
lead them out of the land of Egypt,
My covenant which they broke,
though I was a ihusband to them,*
says the LORD.

33“But this is the covenant that I
will make with the house of Israel
after those days, says the LORD: I
will put My jlaw in their minds, and

Is he a pleasant child?
For though I spoke against him,
I earnestly remember him still;
Therefore My heart yearns for

him;
I will surely have amercy on

him, says the LORD.
21“Set up signposts,

Make landmarks;
Set your heart toward the

highway,
The way in which you went.
Turn back, O virgin of Israel,
Turn back to these your cities.

22 How long will you gad about,
O you backsliding daughter?
For the LORD has created a new

thing in the earth—
A woman shall encompass a

man.”
23Thus says the LORD of hosts, the

God of Israel: “They shall again use
this speech in the land of Judah and
in its cities, when I bring back their
captivity: ‘The LORD bless you, O
home of justice, and mountain of ho-
liness!’

24“And there shall dwell in Judah
itself, and in all its cities together,
farmers and those going out with
flocks.

25“For I have satiated the weary
soul, and I have replenished every
sorrowful soul.”

26After this I bawoke and looked
around, and my sleep was csweet to
me.

A new covenant to be made with Israel
27“Behold, the days are coming,

says the LORD, that I will sow the
house of Israel and the house of Ju-
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*31:32 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and
Vulgate; Septuagint and Syriac read and I turned
away from them.

31:22 new thing in the earth. Most contemporary Bible
teachers understand the passage to mean that Israel, con-
trary to the practice of women, will woo the LORD, her di-
vine husband. Older expositors almost unanimously took
the verse to predict the virgin birth of the Messiah. Their ar-
guments are: (1) The “new thing in the earth” would require
an event of unprecedented character. (2) The word “creat-
ed” implies an act of divine power. (3) The term “woman”
demands an individual rather than the entire nation. And
(4) the word “man” is properly used of God (Is. 9:6).

31:23 bring back. That is, cause to cease.
31:28 The second or constructive phase of Jeremiah’s

ministry begins here. Compare Jer. 1:10.

31:31 THE NEW COVENANT

The New Covenant of 31:31–40 and 32:40ff. is one of
the significant covenants of Scripture, and is remark-
ably full, stating: 

(1) the time of the covenant (vv. 31,33); 
(2) the parties to the covenant (v. 31); 
(3) the contrast in covenants—Mosaic and New (v. 32); 
(4) the terms of the covenant (v. 33);
(5) the comprehensiveness of the covenant (v. 34); 
(6) the basic features of the covenant (v. 34):

(a) knowledge of God and (b) forgiveness of sin; 
(7) the perpetuity of the people of the covenant (vv.

35–37); and 
(8) the guarantee of the covenant (the rebuilt city)

(vv. 38–40). See Hebrew 8:8, note. Although certain
features of this covenant have been fulfilled for believ-
ers in the present Church Age, e.g. (6) above, the cov-
enant remains to be realized for Israel according to the
explicit statement of v. 31.



write it on their ahearts; and I will
be their God, and they shall be My
people.

34“No more shall every man
teach his neighbor, and every man
his brother, saying, ‘Know the
LORD,’ for they all shall bknow Me,
from the least of them to the great-
est of them, says the LORD. For I will
cforgive their iniquity, and their sin
I will remember no more.”
35 Thus says the LORD,

Who gives the sun for a light by
day,

The ordinances of the moon and
the stars for a light by night,

Who disturbs the sea,
And its waves roar
(The LORD of hosts is His name):

36“Ifd those ordinances depart
From before Me, says the LORD,
Then the seed of Israel shall

also cease
From being a nation before Me

forever.”
37Thus says the LORD:

“If e heaven above can be
measured,

And the foundations of the
earth searched out
beneath,

I will also fcast off all the seed
of Israel

For all that they have done,
says the LORD.

38“Behold, the days are coming,
says the LORD, that the city shall be
built for the LORD gfrom the Tower
of Hananel to the Corner Gate.

39“The hsurveyor’s line shall
again extend straight forward over
the hill Gareb; then it shall turn to-
ward Goath.

40“And the whole valley of the
idead bodies and of the ashes, and
all the fields as far as the Brook Kid-
ron, to the corner of the jHorse
Gate toward the east, shall be kholy
to the LORD. It shall not be plucked
up or thrown down anymore for-
ever.”
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Jeremiah imprisoned: the sign of

Hanamel’s field

32THE word that came to Jere-
miah from the LORD lin the

tenth year of Zedekiah king of Ju-
dah, which was the eighteenth year
of Nebuchadnezzar.

2For then the king of Babylon’s
army besieged Jerusalem, and Jere-
miah the prophet was shut up in
the court of the mprison, which was
in the king of Judah’s house.

3For Zedekiah king of Judah had
shut him up, saying, “Why do you
nprophesy and say, ‘Thus says the
LORD: “Behold, I will give this city
into the hand of the king of Bab-
ylon, and he shall take oit;

4“and Zedekiah king of Judah shall
not escape from the hand of the
Chaldeans, but shall surely be pdeliv-
ered into the hand of the king of Bab-
ylon, and shall speak with him face
to face,* and see him eye to qeye;

5“then he shall rlead Zedekiah to
Babylon, and there he shall be until
I visit him,” says the LORD; “though
you fight with the Chaldeans, you
shall snot succeed” ’?”

6And Jeremiah said, “The word of
the LORD came to me, saying,

7‘Behold, Hanamel the son of
Shallum your uncle will come to
you, saying, “Buy my field which is
in Anathoth, for the tright of re-
demption is yours to buy it.” ’

8“Then Hanamel my uncle’s son
came to me in the court of the
prison according to the word of the
LORD, and said to me, ‘Please buy
my field that is in Anathoth, which
is in the country of Benjamin; for
the right of inheritance is yours,
and the redemption yours; buy it for
yourself.’ Then I knew that this was
the word of the LORD.

9“So I bought the field from Hana-
mel, the son of my uncle who was in
Anathoth, and weighed out to him
the money—seventeen ushekels of
silver.

10“And I signed the deed and
*32:4 Literally mouth to mouth

32:9 bought the field. Here is a sign (1) of Jeremiah’s
faith in his own predictions of the restoration of Judah (v.
15), for the field was then occupied by the Babylonian

army; and (2) to Judah of that coming restoration. Observe
that Jeremiah was acting upon the principle of Hebrew
11:1.



hand and an outstretched arm, and
with great terror;

22‘You have given them this land,
of which You swore to their fathers
to give them—“a lland flowing with
milk and honey.”

23‘And they came in and took
possession of it, but they have not
obeyed Your voice or walked in
Your law. They have done nothing
of all that You commanded them to
do; therefore You have caused all
this calamity to come upon them.

24‘Look, the msiege mounds!
They have come to the city to take
it; and the city has been given into
the hand of the Chaldeans who
fight against it, because of the
sword and famine and pestilence.
What You have spoken has hap-
pened; there You see it!

25‘And You have said to me, O
Lord GOD, “Buy the field for money,
and take witnesses”!—yet the city
has been given into the hand of the
Chaldeans.’ ”

26Then the word of the LORD
came to Jeremiah, saying,

27“Behold, I am the LORD, the
nGod of all flesh. Is there anything
otoo hard for Me?

28“Therefore thus says the LORD:
‘Behold, I will give this city into the
hand of the Chaldeans, into the
hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon, and he shall take it.

29‘And the Chaldeans who fight
against this city shall come and set
fire to this city and burn it, with the
houses on whose roofs they have of-
fered incense to Baal and poured
out drink offerings to other gods, to
provoke Me to anger;

30‘because the children of Israel
and the children of Judah have done
only evil before Me from their
youth. For the children of Israel
have provoked Me only to anger
with the work of their hands,’ says
the LORD.

31‘For this city has been to Me a
provocation of My anger and My
fury from the day that they built it,
even to this day; pso I will remove it
from before My face

32‘because of all the evil of the
children of Israel and the children
of Judah, which they have done to

sealed it, took witnesses, and
weighed the money on the scales.

11“So I took the purchase deed,
both that which was sealed accord-
ing to the law and custom, and that
which was open;

12“and I gave the purchase deed
to aBaruch the son of Neriah, son of
Mahseiah, in the presence of Hana-
mel my uncle’s son, and in the pres-
ence of the bwitnesses who signed
the purchase deed, before all the
Jews who sat in the court of the
prison.

13“Then I charged cBaruch before
them, saying,

14‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, the
God of Israel: “Take these deeds,
both this purchase deed which is
sealed and this deed which is open,
and put them in an earthen vessel,
that they may last many days.”

15‘For thus says the LORD of hosts,
the God of Israel: “Houses and
fields and vineyards shall be dpos-
sessed again in this land.” ’

Jeremiah’s prayer
and the LORD’s response

16“Now when I had delivered the
purchase deed to Baruch the son of
Neriah, I eprayed to the LORD, say-
ing:

17‘Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, fYou
have made the heavens and the
earth by Your great power and out-
stretched arm. gThere is nothing
too hard for You.

18‘You show h lovingkindness to
thousands, and repay the iniquity of
the fathers into the bosom of their
children after them—the Great, the
Mighty God, whose name is the
LORD of hosts.

19‘You are great in counsel and
mighty in work, for iYour eyes are
open to all the ways of the sons of
men, to give everyone according to
his ways and according to the fruit
of his doings.

20‘You have set signs and won-
ders in the land of Egypt, to this day,
and in Israel and among other men;
and You have made Yourself a
jname, as it is this day.

21‘You khave brought Your people
Israel out of the land of Egypt with
signs and wonders, with a strong
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provoke Me to anger—athey, their
kings, their princes, their priests,
their bprophets, the men of Judah,
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

33‘And they have turned to Me
the cback, and not the face; though
I taught them, rising up early and
teaching them, yet they have not lis-
tened to receive instruction.

34‘But they set their abominations
in the dhouse which is called by My
name, to defile it.

35‘And they built the ehigh places
of Baal which are in the Valley of
the Son of Hinnom, to cause their
sons and their daughters to pass
through the fire to fMolech, which I
did not command them, nor did it
come into My mind that they
should do this abomination, to
cause Judah to sin.’

36“Now therefore, thus says the
LORD, the God of Israel, concerning
this city of which you say, ‘It shall
be delivered into the hand of the
king of Babylon by the sword, by
the famine, and by the pestilence’:

37‘Behold, I will ggather them out
of all countries where I have driven
them in My anger, in My fury, and
in great wrath; I will bring them
back to this place, and I will cause
them to dwell safely.

38‘They shall be hMy people, and
I will be their God;

39‘then I will igive them one
heart and one way, that they may
fear Me forever, for the good of
them and their children after them.

40‘And I will make an jeverlasting
covenant with them, that I will not
turn away from doing them good;
but I will put My fear in their hearts
so that they will not depart from Me.

41‘Yes, I will krejoice over them
to do them good, and I will assured-
ly lplant them in this land, with all
My heart and with all My soul.’
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42“For thus says the LORD: m‘Just

as I have brought all this great
calamity on this people, so I will
bring on them all the good that I
have promised them.

43‘And fields will be bought in
this land of which you say, “It is
desolate, without man or beast; it
has been given into the hand of the
Chaldeans.”

44‘Men will buy fields for money,
sign deeds and seal them, and take
witnesses, in the land of nBenjamin,
in the places around Jerusalem, in
the cities of Judah, in the cities of
the mountains, in the cities of the
lowland, and in the cities of the
South; for I will cause their captives
to return,’ says the LORD.”

The prophecy of the Davidic kingdom
(see 2 Sam. 7:8–16, and note)

33MOREOVER the word of the
LORD came to Jeremiah a sec-

ond time, owhile he was still shut up
in the court of the prison, saying,

2“Thus says the LORD who made
it, the LORD who formed it to estab-
lish it (the LORD is His name):

3p‘Call to Me, and I will answer
you, and show you great and mighty
things, which you do not know.’

4“For thus says the LORD, the God
of Israel, concerning the houses of
this city and the houses of the kings
of Judah, which have been pulled
down to fortify* against the qsiege
mounds and the sword:

5‘They come to fight with the
rChaldeans, but only to fill their
places* with the dead bodies of men
whom I will slay in My anger and
My fury, all for whose wickedness I
have hidden My face from this city.

6‘Behold, I will bring it health
and shealing; I will heal them and
*33:4 Compare Isaiah 22:10 *33:5 Compare
2 Kings 23:14

Baal: lord. A pagan god of the Moabites and Canaanites.

32:40 fear. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expression
meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.

32:44 lowland. The “lowland” or Shephelah is a sec-
tion of the Holy Land bounded on the north by the Valley
of Aijalon, on the west by the Maritime Plain, on the east
by the Central Plateau, and reaching to Beersheba in the
south. It is characterized by low, rounded chalk hills divid-

ed by several broad valleys. The South translates the He-
brew word Negev, which is based on a word meaning “to
be dry.” It is a geographical term which refers to a specific
section of Palestine (e.g. Gen. 13:1) located between Debir
and the Arabian Desert. It is an arid region most of the
year. Since this area was south of the larger part of Israel,
the word also came to be used to denote that direction
(compare Gen. 13:14; Dan. 8:4,9; 11:5, etc.).

33:2 it. That is, the earth.



in the cities of the lowland, in the
cities of the South, in the land of
Benjamin, in the places around Jeru-
salem, and in the cities of Judah, the
flocks shall again pass under the
hands of him who counts them,’
says the LORD.

14‘Behold, the days are coming,’
says the LORD, ‘that I will perform
that fgood thing which I have prom-
ised to the house of Israel and to the
house of Judah:
15 ‘ In those days and at that time

I will cause to grow up to David
A gBranch of righteousness;
He shall execute judgment and

righteousness in the earth.
16 In those days Judah will be

saved,
And Jerusalem will dwell safely.
And this is the name by which

she will be called:

THE LORD OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS.’*

17“For thus says the LORD: ‘David
shall never hlack a man to sit on the
ithrone of the house of Israel;

18‘nor shall the jpriests, the Le-
vites, lack a man to offer burnt offer-
ings before Me, to kindle grain offer-
ings, and to sacrifice continually.’ ”

19And the word of the LORD came
to Jeremiah, saying,

20“Thus says the LORD: ‘If you can
break My covenant with the day
and My covenant with the night, so
that there will not be day and night
in their season,

21‘then My kcovenant may also be
broken with David My servant, so
that he shall not have a son to reign
on his throne, and with the Levites,
the priests, My ministers.

22 l‘As the host of heaven cannot
be numbered, nor the sand of the

reveal to them the abundance of
peace and truth.

7‘And I will cause the captives of
Judah and the captives of Israel to
return, and will rebuild those places
as at the first.

8 ‘I will acleanse them from all
their iniquity by which they have
sinned against Me, and I will par-
don all their iniquities by which
they have sinned and by which they
have transgressed against Me.

9‘Then it shall be to Me a bname
of joy, a praise, and an honor before
all nations of the earth, who shall
hear all the good that I do to them;
they shall fear and tremble for all
the goodness and all the prosperity
that I provide for it.’

10“Thus says the LORD: ‘Again
there shall be heard in this place—
of which you say, “It is desolate,
without man and without beast”—
in the cities of Judah, in the streets
of Jerusalem that are desolate, with-
out man and without inhabitant and
without beast,

11‘the cvoice of joy and the voice
of gladness, the voice of the bride-
groom and the voice of the bride,
the voice of those who will say:

“Praise the LORD of hosts,
For the LORD is good,
For His mercy endures

forever”—

and of those who will bring the
dsacrifice of praise into the house of
the LORD. For I will cause the cap-
tives of the land to return as at the
first,’ says the LORD.

12“Thus says the LORD of hosts:
e ‘In this place which is desolate,
without man and without beast, and
in all its cities, there shall again be a
dwelling place of shepherds causing
their flocks to lie down.

13‘In the cities of the mountains,
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*33:16 Compare 23:5,6

33:13 lowland. The “lowland” or Shephelah is a sec-
tion of the Holy Land bounded on the north by the Valley
of Aijalon, on the west by the Maritime Plain, on the east
by the Central Plateau, and reaching to Beersheba in the
south. It is characterized by low, rounded chalk hills divid-
ed by several broad valleys. The South translates the He-
brew word Negev, which is based on a word meaning “to
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section of Palestine (e.g. Gen. 13:1) located between Debir

and the Arabian Desert. It is an arid region most of the
year. Since this area was south of the larger part of Israel,
the word also came to be used to denote that direction
(compare Gen. 13:14; Dan. 8:4,9; 11:5, etc.).

33:15 See notes on Davidic Covenant (2 Sam. 7:16);
Kingdom (OT), (Gen. 1:26; Zech. 12:8); and Kingdom
(NT), (1 Cor. 15:24).

33:16 THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. Hebrew
Jehovah-tsidkenu. See Ex. 34:6, note.



sea measured, so will I amultiply
the descendants of David My ser-
vant and the bLevites who minister
to Me.’ ”

23Moreover the word of the LORD
came to Jeremiah, saying,

24“Have you not considered what
these people have spoken, saying,
‘The two families which the LORD
has chosen, He has also cast them
off ’? Thus they have cdespised My
people, as if they should no more be
a nation before them.

25“Thus says the LORD: d ‘If My
covenant is not with day and night,
and if I have not appointed the ordi-
nances of heaven and earth,

26e‘then I will fcast away the de-
scendants of Jacob and David My
servant, so that I will not take any
of his descendants to be rulers over
the descendants of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob. For I will cause their cap-
tives to return, and will have mercy
on them.’ ”

Message to Zedekiah concerning
his coming captivity

34THE word which came to
Jeremiah from the LORD,

gwhen Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon and all his army, all the
hkingdoms of the earth under his
dominion, and all the people, fought
against Jerusalem and all its cities,
saying,

2“Thus says the LORD, the God of
Israel: ‘Go and ispeak to Zedekiah
king of Judah and tell him, “Thus
says the LORD: ‘Behold, I will give
this city into the hand of the king of
Babylon, and he shall burn it with
fire.

3‘And you shall jnot escape from
his hand, but shall surely be taken
and delivered into his hand; your
eyes shall see the eyes of the king of
Babylon, he shall speak with you
kface to face,* and you shall go to
Babylon.’ ” ’

4“Yet hear the word of the LORD,
O Zedekiah king of Judah! Thus says
the LORD concerning you: ‘You shall
not die by the sword.

5‘You shall die in peace; as in the
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ceremonies of your fathers, the for-
mer kings who were before you, so
they shall burn incense for you and
lament for you, saying, “Alas, lord!”
For I have pronounced the word,
says the LORD.’ ”

6Then Jeremiah the prophet
spoke all these words to Zedekiah
king of Judah in Jerusalem,

7when the king of Babylon’s army
fought against Jerusalem and all the
cities of Judah that were left, against
Lachish and Azekah; for only these
lfortified cities remained of the cit-
ies of Judah.

Princes and people rebuked:
Jerusalem to be a desolation

8This is the word that came to
Jeremiah from the LORD, after King
Zedekiah had made a covenant with
all the people who were at Jeru-
salem to proclaim liberty to them:

9that every man should set mfree
his male and female slave—a He-
brew man or woman—that no one
should keep a Jewish brother in
bondage.

10Now when all the princes and
all the people, who had entered into
the covenant, heard that everyone
should set free his male and female
slaves, that no one should keep
them in bondage anymore, they
obeyed and let them go.

11But afterward they changed
their minds and made the male and
female slaves return, whom they
had set free, and brought them into
subjection as male and female
slaves.

12Therefore the word of the LORD
came to Jeremiah from the LORD,
saying,

13“Thus says the LORD, the God of
Israel: ‘I made a ncovenant with
your fathers in the day that I
brought them out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of bondage,
saying,

14“At the end of oseven years let
every man set free his Hebrew
brother, who has been sold to him;
and when he has served you six
*34:3 Literally mouth to mouth

34:5 ceremonies. Or burnings. 2 Chr. 16:14; 21:19.
34:16 at their pleasure. It was according to the law that

Hebrew slaves, when they were set at liberty, could accept
freedom or remain with their masters forever (Ex. 21:5–6).



The Rechabites’ obedience contrasted
with Judah’s disobedience

35THE word which came to
Jeremiah from the LORD in

the days of Jehoiakim the son of Jo-
siah, king of Judah, saying,

2“Go to the house of the iRe-
chabites, speak to them, and bring
them into the house of the LORD,
into one of the jchambers, and give
them wine to drink.”

3Then I took Jaazaniah the son of
Jeremiah, the son of Habazziniah,
his brothers and all his sons, and
the whole house of the Rechabites,

4and I brought them into the
house of the LORD, into the cham-
ber of the sons of Hanan the son of
Igdaliah, a man of God, which was
by the chamber of the princes,
above the chamber of Maaseiah the
son of Shallum, the kkeeper of the
door.

5Then I set before the sons of the
house of the Rechabites bowls full
of wine, and cups; and I said to
them, l“Drink wine.”

6But they said, “We will drink no
wine, for m Jonadab the son of
Rechab, our father, commanded us,
saying, ‘You shall drink nno wine,
you nor your sons, forever.

7‘You shall not build a house, sow
seed, plant a vineyard, nor have any
of these; but all your days you shall
dwell in tents, that you may o live
many days in the land where you
are sojourners.’

8“Thus we have pobeyed the
voice of Jonadab the son of Rechab,
our father, in all that he charged us,
to drink no wine all our days, we,
our wives, our sons, or our daugh-
ters,

9“nor to build ourselves houses to
dwell in; nor do we have vineyard,
field, or seed.

10“But we have dwelt in tents,
and have obeyed and done accord-
ing to all that Jonadab our father
commanded us.

11“But it came to pass, when
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
came up into the land, that we said,
‘Come, let us qgo to Jerusalem for
fear of the army of the Chaldeans
and for fear of the army of the Syri-
ans.’ So we dwell at Jerusalem.”

years, you shall let him go free from
you.” But your fathers did not obey
Me nor incline their ear.

15‘Then you recently turned and
did what was right in My sight—
every man proclaiming liberty to his
neighbor; and you made a covenant
before Me in the house which is
called by My name.

16‘Then you turned around and
profaned My name, and every one
of you brought back his male and
female slaves, whom you had set
at liberty, at their pleasure, and
brought them back into subjection,
to be your male and female slaves.’

17“Therefore thus says the LORD:
‘You have not obeyed Me in pro-
claiming liberty, every one to his
brother and every one to his neigh-
bor. Behold, I aproclaim liberty to
you,’ says the LORD—‘to the sword,
to pestilence, and to famine! And I
will bdeliver you to trouble among
all the kingdoms of the earth.

18‘And I will give the men who
have transgressed My covenant,
who have not performed the words
of the covenant which they made
before Me, cwhen they cut the calf
in two and passed between the
parts of it—

19‘the princes of Judah, the
princes of Jerusalem, the eunuchs,
the priests, and all the people of the
land who passed between the parts
of the calf—

20‘I will dgive them into the hand
of their enemies and into the hand
of those who seek their life. Their
dead bodies shall be for emeat ffor
the birds of the heaven and the
beasts of the earth.

21‘And I will give Zedekiah king
of Judah and his princes into the
hand of their enemies, into the
hand of those who seek their life,
and into the hand of the king of
Babylon’s army which has gone
back from you.

22‘Behold, I will command,’ says
the LORD, ‘and cause them to gre-
turn to this city. They will fight
against it and take it and burn it
with fire; and I will hmake the cities
of Judah a desolation without inhab-
itant.’ ”
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12Then came the word of the
LORD to Jeremiah, saying,

13“Thus says the LORD of hosts,
the God of Israel: ‘Go and tell the
men of Judah and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, a“Will you not receive
instruction to obey My words?” says
the LORD.

14“The words of Jonadab the son
of Rechab, which he commanded
his sons, not to drink wine, are per-
formed; for to this day they drink
none, and obey their father’s com-
mandment. bBut although I have
spoken to you, crising early and
speaking, you did not obey Me.

15“I have also sent to you all My
dservants the prophets, rising up
early and sending them, saying,
‘Turn now everyone from his evil
way, amend your doings, and do not
go after other gods to serve them;
then you will edwell in the land
which I have given you and your fa-
thers.’ But you have not inclined
your ear, nor obeyed Me.

16“Surely the sons of Jonadab
the son of Rechab have performed
the commandment of their ffather,
which he commanded them, but
this people has not obeyed Me.” ’

17“Therefore thus says the LORD
God of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Be-
hold, I will bring on Judah and on
all the inhabitants of Jerusalem all
the doom that I have pronounced
against them; gbecause I have spo-
ken to them but they have not
heard, and I have called to them but
they have not answered.’ ”

18And Jeremiah said to the house
of the Rechabites, “Thus says the
LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Be-
cause you have obeyed the com-
mandment of Jonadab your father,
and kept all his precepts and done
according to all that he commanded
you,

19‘therefore thus says the LORD of
hosts, the God of Israel: “Jonadab
the son of Rechab shall not lack a
man to stand before Me h for-
ever.” ’ ”
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Jehoiakim burns Jeremiah’s scroll

36NOW it came to pass in the
ifourth year of Jehoiakim the

son of Josiah, king of Judah, that
this jword came to Jeremiah from
the LORD, saying:

2“Take a kscroll of a book and
lwrite on it all the words that I have
spoken to you against Israel, against
Judah, and against all the nations,
from the day I spoke to you, mfrom
the days of Josiah even to this day.

3“It nmay be that the house of Ju-
dah will hear all the adversities
which I purpose to bring upon
them, that everyone may oturn from
his evil way, that I may forgive their
iniquity and their sin.”

4Then Jeremiah called pBaruch
the son of Neriah; and Baruch
wrote on a scroll of a book, at the
instruction of Jeremiah,* all the
words of the LORD which He had
spoken to him.

5And Jeremiah commanded Bar-
uch, saying, “I am qconfined, I can-
not go into the house of the LORD.

6“You go, therefore, and read
from the scroll which you have
written at my instruction,* the
words of the LORD, in the hearing of
the people in the LORD’S house on
the rday of fasting. And you shall
also read them in the hearing of all
Judah who come from their cities.

7“It may be that they will present
their supplication before the LORD,
and everyone will turn from his evil
way. For great is the anger and the
fury that the LORD has pronounced
against this people.”

8And Baruch the son of Neriah
did according to all that Jeremiah
the prophet commanded him, read-
ing from the book the words of the
LORD in the LORD’S house.

9Now it came to pass in the fifth
year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah,
king of Judah, in the ninth month,
that they proclaimed a fast before
the LORD to all the people in Jeru-
*36:4 Literally from Jeremiah’s mouth
*36:6 Literally from my mouth

36:1 Jehoiakim. Or Eliakim, 2 Kin. 23:34–37.

Baruch: blessed. Jeremiah’s companion and scribe
who recorded Jeremiah’s prophecies twice.

36:9 ninth month. This is the month of Chislev in the
Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of November–December. For more information on
the Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.



20And they went to the king, into
the court; but they stored the scroll
in the chamber of Elishama the
scribe, and told all the words in the
hearing of the king.

21So the king sent Jehudi to bring
the scroll, and he took it from Elish-
ama the scribe’s chamber. And Jehu-
di eread it in the hearing of the king
and in the hearing of all the princes
who stood beside the king.

22Now the king was sitting in the
fwinter house in the ninth month,
with a fire burning on the hearth
before him.

23And it happened, when Jehudi
had read three or four columns, that
the king cut it with the scribe’s
knife and gcast it into the fire that
was on the hearth, until all the
scroll was consumed in the fire that
was on the hearth.

24Yet they were hnot afraid, nor
did they itear their garments, the
king nor any of his servants who
heard all these words.

25Nevertheless Elnathan, Delaiah,
and Gemariah implored the king
not to burn the scroll; but he would
not listen to them.

26And the king commanded Jer-
ahmeel the king’s* son, Seraiah the
son of Azriel, and Shelemiah the
son of Abdeel, to jseize Baruch the
scribe and Jeremiah the prophet,
but the LORD hid them.

Destroyed scroll replaced
27Now after the king had burned

the scroll with the words which
Baruch had written at the instruc-
tion of Jeremiah,* the word of the
LORD came to Jeremiah, saying:

28“Take yet another scroll, and
write on it all the former words that
were in the first scroll which Jehoi-
akim the king of Judah has burned.

29“And you shall say to Jehoiakim
king of Judah, ‘Thus says the LORD:
“You have burned this scroll, say-
ing, k ‘Why have you written in it

salem, and to all the people who
came from the cities of Judah to
Jerusalem.

10Then Baruch read from the book
the words of Jeremiah in the house
of the LORD, in the chamber of Gem-
ariah the son of Shaphan the scribe,
in the upper court at the entry of the
New Gate of the LORD’S house, in the
hearing of all the people.

11When Michaiah the son of
Gemariah, the son of Shaphan,
heard all the words of the LORD
from the book,

12he then went down to the
king’s house, into the scribe’s cham-
ber; and there all the princes were
sitting—aElishama the scribe, Dela-
iah the son of Shemaiah, bElnathan
the son of Achbor, Gemariah the
son of Shaphan, Zedekiah the son of
Hananiah, and all the princes.

13Then Michaiah declared to
them all the words that he had
heard when Baruch read the book
in the hearing of the people.

14Therefore all the princes sent
Jehudi the son of Nethaniah, the
son of Shelemiah, the son of Cushi,
to Baruch, saying, “Take in your
hand the scroll from which you
have read in the hearing of the peo-
ple, and come.” So Baruch the son
of Neriah took the scroll in his hand
and came to them.

15And they said to him, “Sit down
now, and read it in our hearing.” So
Baruch read it in their hearing.

16Now it happened, when they
had heard all the words, that they
looked in fear from one to another,
and said to Baruch, “We will surely
ctell the king of all these words.”

17And they asked Baruch, saying,
“Tell us now, how did you write all
these words—at his instruction?”*

18So Baruch answered them, “He
proclaimed with his mouth all these
words to me, and I wrote them with
ink in the book.”

19Then the princes said to Bar-
uch, “Go and dhide, you and Jere-
miah; and let no one know where
you are.”
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*36:17 Literally with his mouth
*36:26 Hebrew Hammelech *36:27 Literally
from Jeremiah’s mouth

36:22 ninth month. This is the month of Chislev in the
Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of November–December. For more information

on the Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev.
23:2.

36:23 it. That is, the scroll (v. 21).



that the king of Babylon will cer-
tainly come and destroy this land,
and cause man and beast to acease
from here?’ ”

30‘Therefore thus says the LORD
concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah:
“He shall have bno one to sit on the
throne of David, and his dead body
shall be ccast out to the heat of the
day and the frost of the night.

31“I will punish him, his family,
and his servants for their iniquity;
and I will bring on them, on the in-
habitants of Jerusalem, and on the
men of Judah all the doom that I
have pronounced against them; but
they did not heed.” ’ ”

32Then Jeremiah took another
scroll and gave it to Baruch the
scribe, the son of Neriah, who
wrote on it at the instruction of Jer-
emiah* all the words of the book
which Jehoiakim king of Judah had
burned in the fire. And besides,
there were added to them many
similar words.

Jeremiah’s interview with Zedekiah

37NOW King dZedekiah the
son of Josiah reigned instead

of Coniah the son of Jehoiakim,
whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Bab-
ylon made king in the land of Judah.

2eBut neither he nor his servants
nor the people of the land gave heed
to the words of the LORD which He
spoke by the prophet Jeremiah.

3And Zedekiah the king sent Je-
hucal the son of Shelemiah, and
Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah, the
priest, to the prophet Jeremiah, say-
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ing, f“Pray now to the LORD our God
for us.”

4Now Jeremiah was coming and
going among the people, for they
had not yet put him in prison.

5Then gPharaoh’s army came up
from Egypt; and when the Chal-
deans who were besieging Jeru-
salem heard news of them, they de-
parted from Jerusalem.

6Then the word of the LORD came
to the prophet Jeremiah, saying,

7“Thus says the LORD, the God of
Israel, ‘Thus you shall say to the
king of Judah, who sent you to Me
to inquire of Me: h“Behold, Phar-
aoh’s army which has come up to
help you will return to Egypt, to
their own land.

8“And the Chaldeans shall come
back and ifight against this city, and
take it and burn it with fire.” ’

9“Thus says the LORD: ‘Do not de-
ceive yourselves, saying, “The
Chaldeans will surely depart from
us,” for they will not depart.

10‘For though you had defeated
the whole army of the Chaldeans
who fight against you, and there re-
mained only wounded men among
them, they would rise up, every
man in his tent, and burn the city
with fire.’ ”

Jeremiah falsely accused 
and imprisoned

11And it happened, when the
army of the Chaldeans left the siege
of Jerusalem for fear of Pharaoh’s
army,
*36:32 Literally from Jeremiah’s mouth

37:1 Coniah. Or Jeconiah, 1 Chr. 3:16.

36:32 THE ARRANGEMENT OF JEREMIAH’S PROPHECY

This verse explains the arrangement of Jeremiah’s prophecy. As the exile came nearer, God commanded Jeremiah to
write down the messages that He had already given orally (30:2) and to add to them new divine promises of return
from exile and of other blessings in the more distant future (30:3,10–11).

Jehoiakim destroyed Jeremiah’s scroll (36:23). God commanded Jeremiah to dictate a new scroll. Jeremiah did so, re-
producing the contents of the previous scroll, which probably had been arranged in the order in which God had orig-
inally given them. But he added at the proper places certain other inspired discussions of the same subjects (36:32). Lat-
er on Jeremiah inserted messages received at later times but logically related to messages previously given, putting them
at the appropriate places within the scroll already written, as for instance, chs. 21; 24; 27—29; 32—34. 

Other messages given after the new scroll was written were added in the order in which they were received, and
these were followed by certain special sections (chs. 45—52). Thus the arrangement of the book is partly according to
the time the messages were given, and partly according to the nature of the subject matter.



Jeremiah to the gcourt of the prison,
and that they should give him daily
a piece of bread from the bakers’
street, huntil all the bread in the
city was gone. Thus Jeremiah re-
mained in the court of the prison.

Jeremiah, released from the dungeon,
gives Zedekiah final opportunity

to repent

38NOW Shephatiah the son of
Mattan, Gedaliah the son of

Pashhur, Jucal* the son of Shelemi-
ah, and iPashhur the son of Malchi-
ah heard the words that Jeremiah
had spoken to all the people, saying,

2“Thus says the LORD: ‘He who
remains in this city shall die by the
sword, by famine, and by pesti-
lence; but he who goes over to the
Chaldeans shall j live; his life shall
be as a kprize to him, and he shall
live.’

3“Thus says the LORD: l‘This city
shall surely be mgiven into the hand
of the king of Babylon’s army, which
shall take it.’ ”

4Therefore the princes said to the
king, “Please, let this man be put to
death, for thus he weakens the
hands of the men of war who re-
main in this city, and the hands of
all the people, by speaking such
words to them. For this man does
not seek the welfare of this people,
but their nharm.”

5Then Zedekiah the king said,
“Look, he is in your hand. oFor the
king can do nothing against you.”

6pSo they took Jeremiah and cast
him into the dungeon of Malchiah
the king’s* son, which was in the
court of the prison, and they let Jer-
emiah down with ropes. And in the
dungeon there was no water, but
mire. So Jeremiah sank in the mire.

12that Jeremiah went out of Jeru-
salem to go into the land of Benja-
min to claim his property there
among the people.

13And when he was in the Gate
of Benjamin, a captain of the guard
was there whose name was Irijah
the son of Shelemiah, the son of
Hananiah; and he seized Jeremiah
the prophet, saying, “You are ade-
fecting to the Chaldeans!”

14Then Jeremiah said, “False! I
am not defecting to the Chaldeans.”
But he did not listen to him. So Iri-
jah seized Jeremiah and brought
him to the princes.

15Therefore the princes were an-
gry with Jeremiah, and they bstruck
him and put him in prison in the
chouse of Jonathan the scribe. For
they had made that the prison.

16When Jeremiah entered the
dungeon and the cells, and Jeremi-
ah had remained there many days,

17then Zedekiah the king sent
and took him out. The king asked
him secretly in his house, and dsaid,
“Is there any word from the LORD?”
And Jeremiah said, “There is.”
Then he said, “You shall be edeliv-
ered into the hand of the king of
Babylon!”

18Moreover Jeremiah said to King
Zedekiah, “What foffense have I
committed against you, against your
servants, or against this people, that
you have put me in prison?

19“Where now are your prophets
who prophesied to you, saying, ‘The
king of Babylon will not come
against you or against this land?’

20“Therefore please hear now, O
my lord the king. Please, let my peti-
tion be accepted before you, and do
not make me return to the house of
Jonathan the scribe, lest I die there.”

21Then Zedekiah the king com-
manded that they should commit
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*38:1 Same as Jehucal (compare 37:3)
*38:6 Hebrew Hammelech

37:11 Five steps in Jeremiah’s prison experiences are
recorded:

(1) He is arrested in the gate and committed to prison on
the false charge of treason (37:11–15). 

(2) He is released from prison, but restricted to the court-
yard of the prison (37:17–21). 

(3) He is imprisoned in the miry dungeon of Malchiah
(38:6).

(4) He is again released from the dungeon and kept in

the prison courtyard until the capture of the city
(38:17–28). And

(5) he is carried in chains from the city by Nebuzaradan,
captain of the guard, being finally released at Ramah
(40:1–4).

38:4 Here is the fundamental reason why the prophetic
warnings of the OT and NT are unwelcome to an unrea-
soning optimism. Compare 26:11.



7Now aEbed-Melech the Ethiopi-
an, one of the eunuchs, who was in
the king’s house, heard that they
had put Jeremiah in the dungeon.
When the king was sitting at the
Gate of Benjamin,

8Ebed-Melech went out of the
king’s house and spoke to the king,
saying:

9“My lord the king, these men
have done evil in all that they have
done to Jeremiah the prophet,
whom they have cast into the dun-
geon, and he is likely to die from
hunger in the place where he is. For
there is bno more bread in the city.”

10Then the king commanded
Ebed-Melech the Ethiopian, saying,
“Take from here thirty men with
you, and lift Jeremiah the prophet
out of the dungeon before he dies.”

11So Ebed-Melech took the men
with him and went into the house
of the king under the treasury, and
took from there old clothes and old
rags, and let them down by ropes
into the dungeon to Jeremiah.

12Then Ebed-Melech the Ethiopi-
an said to Jeremiah, “Please put
these old clothes and rags under
your armpits, under the ropes.”
And Jeremiah did so.

13So they pulled Jeremiah up with
ropes and lifted him out of the dun-
geon. And Jeremiah remained in
the court of the prison.

14Then Zedekiah the king sent and
had Jeremiah the prophet brought to
him at the third entrance of the
house of the LORD. And the king said
to Jeremiah, “I will cask you some-
thing. Hide nothing from me.”

15Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “If I
declare it to you, will you not surely
put me to death? dAnd if I give you
advice, you will not listen to me.”

16So Zedekiah the king swore se-
cretly to Jeremiah, saying, “As the
LORD lives, ewho made our very
souls, I will not put you to death,
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nor will I give you into the hand of
these men who seek your life.”

17Then Jeremiah said to Zedeki-
ah, “Thus says the LORD, the God of
hosts, the God of Israel: ‘If you sure-
ly fsurrender to the king of Bab-
ylon’s princes, then your soul shall
live; this city shall not be burned
with fire, and you and your house
shall live.

18‘But if you do not surrender to
the king of Babylon’s princes, then
this city shall be given into the hand
of the Chaldeans; they shall burn it
with fire, and you shall not escape
from their hand.’ ”

19And Zedekiah the king said to
Jeremiah, “I am gafraid of the Jews
who have hdefected to the Chal-
deans, lest they deliver me into
their hand, and they abuse me.”

20But Jeremiah said, “They shall
not deliver you. Please, obey the
voice of the LORD which I speak to
you. So it shall be iwell with you,
and your soul shall live.

21“But if you refuse to surrender,
this is the word that the LORD has
shown me:

22‘Now behold, all the jwomen
who are left in the king of Judah’s
house shall be surrendered to the
king of Babylon’s princes, and those
women shall say:

“Your close friends have set
upon you

And prevailed against you;
Your feet have sunk in the mire,
And they have turned away

again.”
23‘So they shall surrender all your

wives and kchildren to the Chal-
deans. lYou shall not escape from
their hand, but shall be taken by the
hand of the king of Babylon. And
you shall cause this city to be
burned with fire.’ ”

24Then Zedekiah said to Jeremi-

38:10 king commanded. King Zedekiah did everything
he could to make Jeremiah’s imprisonment comfortable.
He seems genuinely to have desired to help the prophet
and to follow the messages that Jeremiah gave him from
the LORD. However, Zedekiah was afraid of the nobles who
had been brought into power by his wicked brother, Je-
hoiakim. Although Zedekiah wished to be a good king, his

weakness and fear not only made him ineffective but also
caused him to be actually a bad king. Jehoiakim, who pre-
ceded Zedekiah, had been hampered in some of his evil
ways by the good nobles whom his father, Josiah, had put
into power (compare Jer. 26), but by the end of his reign Je-
hoiakim had succeeded in replacing most of them with the
wicked men who now controlled Zedekiah.



out of the city by night, by way of
the king’s garden, by the gate be-
tween the two walls. And he went
out by way of the plain.

5But the Chaldean army pursued
them and iovertook Zedekiah in the
plains of Jericho. And when they
had captured him, they brought him
up to Nebuchadnezzar king of Bab-
ylon, to jRiblah in the land of Ha-
math, where he pronounced judg-
ment on him.

6Then the king of Babylon killed
the sons of Zedekiah before his
keyes in Riblah; the king of Babylon
also killed all the lnobles of Judah.

7Moreover he put out Zedekiah’s
meyes, and bound him with bronze
fetters to carry him off to nBabylon.

8And the oChaldeans burned the
king’s house and the houses of the
people with pfire, and broke down
the qwalls of Jerusalem.

9Then rNebuzaradan the captain
of the guard carried away captive to
Babylon the remnant of the people
who remained in the city and those
who sdefected to him, with the rest
of the people who remained.

10But Nebuzaradan the captain of
the guard left in the land of Judah
the tpoor people, who had nothing,
and gave them vineyards and fields
at the same time.

Jeremiah released from prison
11Now Nebuchadnezzar king of

Babylon gave charge concerning Jer-
emiah to Nebuzaradan the captain
of the guard, saying,

12“Take him and look after him,
and do him no uharm; but do to him
just as he says to you.”

13So Nebuzaradan the captain of
the guard sent Nebushasban, vRab-
saris, Nergal-Sharezer, vRabmag,

ah, “Let no one know of these
words, and you shall not die.

25“But if the princes hear that I
have talked with you, and they
come to you and say to you, ‘De-
clare to us now what you have said
to the king, and also what the king
said to you; do not hide it from us,
and we will not put you to death,’

26“then you shall say to them, ‘I
apresented my request before the
king, that he would not make me
return to bJonathan’s house to die
there.’ ”

27Then all the princes came to
Jeremiah and asked him. And he
told them according to all these
words that the king had command-
ed. So they stopped speaking with
him, for the conversation had not
been heard.

28Now Jeremiah cremained in the
court of the prison until the day that
Jerusalem was taken. And he was
there when Jerusalem was taken.

Jerusalem falls: Zedekiah taken
to Babylon (cp. 2 Kin. 25:1–7;
2 Chr. 36:17–21; Jer. 52:4–17)

39IN the dninth year of Zedeki-
ah king of Judah, in the tenth

month, Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon and all his army came
against Jerusalem, and besieged it.

2In the eeleventh year of Zedeki-
ah, in the fourth month, on the
ninth day of the month, the city was
penetrated.

3Then all the princes of the king
of Babylon came in and fsat in the
Middle Gate: Nergal-Sharezer, Sam-
gar-Nebo, Sarsechim, gRabsaris,*
Nergal-Sarezer, gRabmag,* with the
rest of the princes of the king of
Babylon.

4So it was, when Zedekiah the
king of Judah and all the men of war
saw them, that they hfled and went
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*39:3 A title, probably Chief Officer; also verse 13
* A title, probably Troop Commander; also verse 13

39:1 tenth month. This is the month of Tebeth in the
Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of December–January. For more information on the
Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

39:2 fourth month. This is the month of Tammuz in the
Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of June–July. For more information on the Hebrew
religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

39:4 plain. Arabah in Hebrew. When used with the

definite article only, it refers to the valley which runs from
the Sea of Galilee to the Gulf of Aqabah. South of the Dead
Sea the name is still retained (Wady el-Arabah).

39:8 broke down the walls. Here began “the times of
the Gentiles,” a mark of which is that Jerusalem is “tram-
pled by Gentiles,” that is, under Gentile political control.
This has been true from the time of King Nebuchadnezzar
to this day. See notes on the Times of the Gentiles (Luke
21:24; Rev. 16:19).



and all the king of Babylon’s chief
officers;

14then they sent someone to
atake Jeremiah from the court of the
prison, and committed him to Geda-
liah the son of bAhikam, the son of
Shaphan, that he should take him
home. So he dwelt among the peo-
ple.

Ebed-Melech rewarded
15Meanwhile the word of the

LORD had come to Jeremiah while
he was shut up in the court of the
prison, saying,

16“Go and speak to cEbed-Melech
the Ethiopian, saying, ‘Thus says
the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel:
“Behold, I will bring My words
upon this city for dadversity and not
for good, and they shall be per-
formed in that day before you.

17“But I will deliver you in that
day,” says the LORD, “and you shall
not be given into the hand of the
men of whom you are afraid.

18“For I will surely deliver you,
and you shall not fall by the sword;
but your life shall be as a eprize to
you, fbecause you have put your
trust in Me,” says the LORD.’ ”

Jeremiah remains in Judah.
Gedaliah made ruler

40THE word that came to Jere-
miah from the LORD gafter

Nebuzaradan the captain of the
guard had let him go from Ramah,
when he had taken him bound in
chains among all who were carried
away captive from Jerusalem and Ju-
dah, who were carried away captive
to Babylon.

2And the captain of the guard
took Jeremiah and said to him: “The
LORD your God has pronounced this
doom on this place.

3“Now the LORD has brought it,
and has done just as He said. hBe-
cause you people have sinned
against the LORD, and not obeyed
His voice, therefore this thing has
come upon you.

4“And now look, I free you this
day from the chains that were on
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your hand. If it seems good to you
to come with me to Babylon, come,
and I will look after you. But if it
seems wrong for you to come with
me to Babylon, remain here. See, all
the iland is before you; wherever it
seems good and convenient for you
to go, go there.”

5Now while Jeremiah had not yet
gone back, Nebuzaradan said, “Go
back to jGedaliah the son of Ahi-
kam, the son of Shaphan, kwhom
the king of Babylon has made gover-
nor over the cities of Judah, and
dwell with him among the people.
Or go wherever it seems conve-
nient for you to go.” So the captain
of the guard gave him lrations and a
gift and let him go.

6Then Jeremiah went to Gedaliah
the son of Ahikam, to mMizpah, and
dwelt with him among the people
who were left in the land.

7And when all the ncaptains of the
armies who were in the fields, they
and their men, heard that the king
of Babylon had made Gedaliah the
son of Ahikam governor in the land,
and had committed to him men,
women, children, and the opoorest
of the land who had not been car-
ried away captive to Babylon,

8then they came to Gedaliah at
Mizpah—pIshmael the son of Neth-
aniah, q Johanan and Jonathan the
sons of Kareah, Seraiah the son of
Tanhumeth, the sons of Ephai the
Netophathite, and r Jezaniah* the
son of a sMaachathite, they and
their men.

9And Gedaliah the son of Ahi-
kam, the son of Shaphan, took an
oath before them and their men,
saying, “Do not be afraid to serve
the Chaldeans. Dwell in the land
and serve the king of Babylon, and
it shall be twell with you.

10“As for me, I will indeed dwell
at Mizpah and serve the Chaldeans
who come to us. But you, ugather
wine and summer fruit and oil, put
them in your vessels, and dwell in
your cities that you have taken.”

11Likewise, when all the Jews
*40:8 Spelled Jaazaniah in 2 Kings 25:23

39:18 trust. Trust is the characteristic OT word for the
NT “faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the OT,

and is the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to take
refuge (Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps. 22:8).



Shaphan, with the sword, and killed
him whom the king of Babylon had
made jgovernor over the land.

3Ishmael also struck down all the
Jews who were with him, that is,
with Gedaliah at Mizpah, and the
Chaldeans who were found there,
the men of war.

4And it happened, on the second
day after he had killed Gedaliah,
when as yet no one knew it,

5that certain men came from She-
chem, from Shiloh, and from
Samaria, eighty men with their
beards shaved and their clothes
torn, having kcut themselves, with
offerings and incense in their hand,
to lbring them to the house of the
LORD.

6Now Ishmael the son of Nethani-
ah went out from Mizpah to meet
them, weeping as he went along;
and it happened as he met them
that he said to them, “Come to
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam!”

7So it was, when they came into
the midst of the city, that Ishmael
the son of Nethaniah mkilled them
and cast them into the midst of a
pit, he and the men who were with
him.

8But ten men were found among
them who said to Ishmael, “Do not
kill us, for we have treasures of
wheat, barley, oil, and honey in the
field.” So he desisted and did not
kill them among their brethren.

9Now the pit into which Ishmael
had cast all the dead bodies of the
men whom he had slain, because of
Gedaliah, was nthe same one Asa
the king had made for fear of Baasha
king of Israel. Ishmael the son of
Nethaniah filled it with the slain.

10Then Ishmael carried away cap-
tive all the orest of the people who
were in Mizpah, the king’s pdaugh-
ters and all the people who re-
mained in Mizpah, whom Neb-
uzaradan the captain of the guard
had committed to Gedaliah the son
of Ahikam. And Ishmael the son of

who were in Moab, among the Am-
monites, in Edom, and who were in
all the countries, heard that the
king of Babylon had left a remnant
of Judah, and that he had set over
them Gedaliah the son of Ahikam,
the son of Shaphan,

12then all the Jews areturned out
of all places where they had been
driven, and came to the land of Ju-
dah, to Gedaliah at Mizpah, and
gathered wine and summer fruit in
abundance.

13Moreover Johanan the son of
Kareah and all the captains of the
forces that were in the fields came
to Gedaliah at Mizpah,

14and said to him, “Do you cer-
tainly know that Baalis the king of
the Ammonites has sent bIshmael
the son of Nethaniah to murder
you?” But Gedaliah the son of Ahi-
kam did not believe them.

15Then Johanan the son of Kareah
spoke secretly to Gedaliah in Miz-
pah, saying, “Let me go, please, and
I will kill Ishmael the son of Netha-
niah, and no one will know it. Why
should he cmurder you, so that all
the Jews who are gathered to you
would be scattered, and the drem-
nant in Judah perish?”

16But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam
said to Johanan the son of Kareah,
“You shall not do this thing, for you
speak efalsely concerning Ishmael.”

Ishmael murders Gedaliah,
treacherously kills others and

casts their bodies into pit

41NOW it came to pass in the
seventh month fthat Ishmael

the son of Nethaniah, the son of
Elishama, of the royal family and of
the officers of the king, came with
ten men to Gedaliah the son of Ahi-
kam, at gMizpah. And there they
ate bread together in Mizpah.

2Then Ishmael the son of Netha-
niah, and the ten men who were
with him, arose and hstruck Gedali-
ah the son of iAhikam, the son of
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41:1 seventh month. This is the month of Tishri (or Eth-
anim) in the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the
modern months of September–October. For more informa-
tion on the Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev.
23:2.

Ishmael: whom God hears. A member of the royal
family of Babylon who murdered the governor of
Judah; he slaughtered many Jews and took the rest
into captivity.



Nethaniah carried them away cap-
tive and departed to go over to the
aAmmonites.

11But when bJohanan the son of
Kareah and all the captains of the
forces that were with him heard of
all the evil that Ishmael the son of
Nethaniah had done,

12they took all the men and went
to fight with Ishmael the son of
Nethaniah; and they found him by
the cgreat pool that is in Gibeon.

13So it was, when all the people
who were with Ishmael saw Joha-
nan the son of Kareah, and all the
captains of the forces who were
with him, that they were glad.

14Then all the people whom Ish-
mael had carried away captive from
Mizpah turned around and came
back, and went to Johanan the son
of Kareah.

15But Ishmael the son of Nethani-
ah escaped from Johanan with eight
men and went to the Ammonites.

Johanan rescues people
16Then Johanan the son of Kare-

ah, and all the captains of the forces
that were with him, took from Miz-
pah all the drest of the people
whom he had recovered from Ish-
mael the son of Nethaniah after he
had murdered Gedaliah the son of
Ahikam—the mighty men of war
and the women and the children
and the eunuchs, whom he had
brought back from Gibeon.

17And they departed and dwelt in
the habitation of eChimham, which
is near Bethlehem, as they went on
their way to fEgypt,

18because of the Chaldeans; for
they were gafraid of them, because
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had
murdered Gedaliah the son of Ahi-
kam, whom the king of Babylon had
made governor in the land.

Jeremiah warns remnant:
divine judgment pronounced

42NOW all the captains of the
forces, h Johanan the son of

Kareah, Jezaniah the son of Hosha-
iah, and all the people, from the
least to the greatest, came near

2and said to Jeremiah the proph-
et, i“Please, let our petition be ac-
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ceptable to you, and jpray for us to
the LORD your God, for all this rem-
nant (since we are kleft but a few of
many, as you can see),

3“that the LORD your God may
show us the lway in which we
should walk and the thing we
should do.”

4Then Jeremiah the prophet said
to them, “I have heard. Indeed, I
will pray to the LORD your God ac-
cording to your words, and it shall
be, that whatever the LORD answers
you, I will mdeclare it to you. I will
keep nnothing back from you.”

5So they said to Jeremiah, “Let
the LORD be a true and faithful owit-
ness between us, if we do not do ac-
cording to everything which the
LORD your God sends us by you.

6“Whether it is pleasing or dis-
pleasing, we will pobey the voice of
the LORD our God to whom we send
you, that it may be qwell with us
when we obey the voice of the LORD
our God.”

7And it happened after ten days
that the word of the LORD came to
Jeremiah.

8Then he called Johanan the son
of Kareah, all the captains of the
forces which were with him, and all
the people from the least even to
the greatest,

9and said to them, “Thus says the
LORD, the God of Israel, to whom
you sent me to present your peti-
tion before Him:

10‘If you will still remain in this
land, then I will build you and not
pull you down, and I will plant you
and not pluck you up. For I rrelent
concerning the disaster that I have
brought upon you.

11‘Do not be safraid of the king of
Babylon, of whom you are afraid; do
not be afraid of him,’ says the LORD,
‘for I am with you, to save you and
deliver you from his hand.

12‘And I will show you mercy, that
he may have mercy on you and cause
you to return to your own land.’

13“But if you say, ‘We will not
dwell in this land,’ disobeying the
voice of the LORD your God,

14“saying, ‘No, but we will go to
the land of tEgypt where we shall
see no war, nor hear the sound of



LORD their God had sent him to
them, all these words,

2that Azariah the son of Hoshaiah,
Johanan the son of Kareah, and all
the proud men spoke, saying to Jere-
miah, “You speak ifalsely! The LORD
our God has not sent you to say, ‘Do
not go to Egypt to dwell there.’

3“But jBaruch the son of Neriah
has set you against us, to deliver us
into the hand of the Chaldeans, that
they may put us to death or carry us
away captive to kBabylon.”

4So Johanan the son of Kareah, all
the captains of the forces, and all
the people would lnot obey the
voice of the LORD, to remain in the
land of Judah.

5But Johanan the son of Kareah
and all the captains of the forces
took all the mremnant of Judah who
had returned to dwell in the land of
Judah, from all nations where they
had been driven—

6men, women, children, the
nking’s daughters, and oevery per-
son whom Nebuzaradan the captain
of the guard had left with Gedaliah
the son of Ahikam, the son of Sha-
phan, and Jeremiah the prophet and
Baruch the son of Neriah.

7pSo they went to the land of
Egypt, for they did not obey the
voice of the LORD. And they went as
far as Tahpanhes.

8Then the qword of the LORD came
to Jeremiah in Tahpanhes, saying,

9“Take large stones in your hand,
and hide them in the sight of the
men of Judah, in the clay in the
brick courtyard which is at the en-
trance to Pharaoh’s house in Tah-
panhes;

10“and say to them, ‘Thus says
the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel:
“Behold, I will send and bring Neb-
uchadnezzar the king of Babylon,
rMy servant, and will set his throne
above these stones that I have hid-
den. And he will spread his royal
pavilion over them.

11“When he comes, he shall
strike the land of sEgypt and deliver
to death those appointed for death,
and to captivity tthose appointed for

the trumpet, nor be hungry for
bread, and there we will dwell’—

15“Then hear now the word of the
LORD, O remnant of Judah! Thus
says the LORD of hosts, the God of Is-
rael: ‘If you wholly aset your faces to
enter Egypt, and go to dwell there,

16‘then it shall be that the bsword
which you feared shall overtake you
there in the land of Egypt; the
famine of which you were afraid
shall follow close after you there in
Egypt; and there you shall die.

17‘So shall it be with all the men
who set their faces to go to Egypt to
dwell there. They shall die by the
sword, by famine, and by pesti-
lence. And cnone of them shall re-
main or escape from the disaster
that I will bring upon them.’

18“For thus says the LORD of hosts,
the God of Israel: ‘As My anger and
My fury have been poured out on
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so will
My fury be poured out on you when
you enter Egypt. And you shall be an
oath, an dastonishment, a curse, and
a reproach; and you shall see this
place no more.’

19“The LORD has said concerning
you, O remnant of Judah, e‘Do not
go to Egypt!’ Know certainly that I
have admonished you this day.

20“For you were hypocrites in
your hearts when you sent me to the
LORD your God, saying, ‘Pray for us
to the LORD our God, and according
to all that the LORD your God says, so
declare to us and we will do it.’

21“And I have this day declared it
to you, but you have fnot obeyed
the voice of the LORD your God, or
anything which He has sent you by
me.

22“Now therefore, know certainly
that you shall gdie by the sword, by
famine, and by pestilence in the
place where you desire to go to
dwell.”

Jeremiah in Egypt, warns of judgment

43NOW it happened, when Jer-
emiah had stopped speaking

to all the people all the hwords of
the LORD their God, for which the
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captivity, and to the sword those ap-
pointed for the sword.

12“I* will kindle a fire in the
houses of the agods of Egypt, and he
shall burn them and carry them
away captive. And he shall array
himself with the land of Egypt, as a
shepherd puts on his garment, and
he shall go out from there in peace.

13“He shall also break the sacred
pillars of Beth Shemesh* that are in
the land of Egypt; and the houses of
the gods of the Egyptians he shall
burn with fire.” ’ ”

Message to the Jews in Egypt
(cp. Jer. 43:8–13)

44THE word that came to Jere-
miah concerning all the Jews

who dwell in the land of Egypt, who
dwell at bMigdol, at Tahpanhes, at
cNoph,* and in the country of
dPathros, saying,

2“Thus says the LORD of hosts, the
God of Israel: ‘You have seen all the
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calamity that I have brought on
Jerusalem and on all the cities of Ju-
dah; and behold, this day they are a
edesolation, and no one dwells in
them,

3‘because of their wickedness
which they have committed to pro-
voke Me to anger, in that they went
to burn incense and to fserve other
gods whom they did not know, they
nor you nor your fathers.

4‘However I have sent to you all
My servants the prophets, grising
early and sending them, saying,
“Oh, do not do this abominable
thing that I hate!”

5‘But they did not listen or incline
their ear to turn from their wicked-
ness, to burn no incense to other
gods.

6‘So My fury and My anger were
*43:12 Following Masoretic Text and Targum;
Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read He.
*43:13 Literally House Of The Sun, ancient On;
later called Heliopolis *44:1 That is, ancient
Memphis

43:13 Beth Shemesh. Heliopolis, compare On, Gen. 41:50.
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to return and dwell. For none shall
return except those who escape.’ ”

15Then iall the men who knew
that their wives had burned incense
to other gods, with all the women
who stood by, a great multitude,
and all the people who dwelt in the
land of Egypt, in Pathros, answered
Jeremiah, saying:

16“As for the word that you have
spoken to us in the name of the
LORD, we will jnot listen to you!

17“But we will certainly do
kwhatever has gone out of our own
mouth, to burn incense to the
lqueen of heaven and pour out
drink offerings to her, as we have
done, we and our fathers, our kings
and our princes, in the cities of Ju-
dah and in the streets of Jerusalem.
For then we had plenty of m food,
were well-off, and saw no trouble.

18“But since we stopped burning
incense to the queen of heaven and
pouring out drink offerings to her,
we have n lacked everything and
have been consumed by the sword
and by famine.”

19The women also said, “And
when we burned incense to the
queen of heaven and poured out
drink offerings to her, did we make
cakes for her, to worship her, and
pour out drink offerings to her with-
out our ohusbands’ permission?”

20Then Jeremiah spoke to all the
people—the men, the women, and
all the people who had given him
that answer—saying:

21“The incense that you burned
in the cities of Judah and in the
streets of Jerusalem, you and your
fathers, your kings and your
princes, and the people of the land,
did not the LORD remember them,
and did it not come into His mind?

22“So the LORD could no longer
bear it, because of the evil of your
doings and because of the abomina-
tions which you committed. There-
fore your land is a desolation, an
pastonishment, a curse, and without
an inhabitant, as it is this day.

23“Because you have burned in-
cense and because you have sinned
against the LORD, and have not

poured out and kindled in the cities
of Judah and in the streets of
Jerusalem; and they are wasted and
desolate, as it is this day.’

7“Now therefore, thus says the
LORD, the God of hosts, the God of
Israel: ‘Why do you commit this
great evil aagainst yourselves, to cut
off from you man and woman, child
and infant, out of Judah, leaving
none to remain,

8‘in that you provoke Me to
wrath with the works of your
hands, burning incense to other
gods in the land of Egypt where you
have gone to dwell, that you may
cut yourselves off and be a curse
and a reproach among all the na-
tions of the earth?

9‘Have you forgotten the wicked-
ness of your fathers, the wickedness
of the kings of Judah, the wicked-
ness of their wives, your own
wickedness, and the wickedness of
your wives, which they committed
in the land of Judah and in the
streets of Jerusalem?

10‘They have not been bhumbled,
to this day, nor have they cfeared;
they have not walked in My law or
in My statutes that I set before you
and your fathers.’

11“Therefore thus says the LORD of
hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Behold, I
will dset My face against you for ca-
tastrophe and for cutting off all Judah.

12‘And I will take the remnant of
Judah who have set their faces to go
into the land of Egypt to dwell
there, and they shall all be con-
sumed and fall in the land of Egypt.
They shall be econsumed by the
sword and by famine. They shall
die, from the least to the greatest,
by the sword and by famine; and
they shall be an oath, an fastonish-
ment, a curse and a reproach!

13‘For I will gpunish those who
dwell in the land of Egypt, as I have
punished Jerusalem, by the sword,
by famine, and by pestilence,

14‘so that none of the remnant of
Judah who have gone into the land
of Egypt to dwell there shall escape
or survive, lest they return to the
land of Judah, to which they hdesire
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obeyed the voice of the LORD or
walked in His law, in His statutes or
in His testimonies, therefore this
calamity has happened to you, as at
this day.”

24Moreover Jeremiah said to all
the people and to all the women,
“Hear the word of the LORD, all Ju-
dah who are in the land of Egypt!

25“Thus says the LORD of hosts,
the God of Israel, saying: ‘You and
your wives have spoken with your
mouths and fulfilled with your
hands, saying, “We will surely keep
our vows that we have made, to
burn incense to the queen of heav-
en and pour out drink offerings to
her.” You will surely keep your
vows and perform your vows!’

26“Therefore hear the word of the
LORD, all Judah who dwell in the
land of Egypt: ‘Behold, I have
asworn by My bgreat cname,’ says
the LORD, ‘that My name shall no
more be named in the mouth of any
man of Judah in all the land of Egypt,
saying, “The Lord GOD lives.”

27‘Behold, I will dwatch over
them for adversity and not for good.
And all the men of Judah who are in
the land of Egypt shall be consumed
by the sword and by famine, until
there is an end to them.

28‘Yet a small number who ees-
cape the sword shall return from
the land of Egypt to the land of Ju-
dah; and all the remnant of Judah,
who have gone to the land of Egypt
to dwell there, shall know whose
words will stand, Mine or theirs.

29‘And this shall be a sign to you,’
says the LORD, ‘that I will punish
you in this place, that you may
know that My words will surely
fstand against you for adversity.’

30“Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, I
will give gPharaoh Hophra king of
Egypt into the hand of his enemies
and into the hand of those who seek
his life, as I gave Zedekiah king of
Judah into the hand of Nebuchad-
nezzar king of Babylon, his enemy
who sought his life.’ ”

Baruch warned of self-seeking

45THE word that Jeremiah the
prophet spoke to hBaruch the

son of Neriah, when he had iwritten
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these words in a book at the instruc-
tion of Jeremiah,* in the jfourth year
of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king
of Judah, saying,

2k“Thus says the LORD, the God of
Israel, to you, O Baruch:

3‘You said, “Woe is me now! For
the LORD has added grief to my sor-
row. I lfainted in my sighing, and I
find no rest.” ’

4“Thus you shall say to him,
‘Thus says the LORD: “Behold, what
I have built I will break down, and
what I have planted I will pluck up,
that is, this whole land.

5“And do you seek great things
for myourself? Do not seek them; for
behold, I will bring adversity on all
flesh,” says the LORD. “But I will
give your nlife to you as a oprize in
all places, wherever you go.” ’ ”

II. Prophecies concerning
Foreign Nations, 46—51

Prophecy against Egypt

46THE word of the LORD which
came to Jeremiah the proph-

et against the pnations.
2Against qEgypt.
Concerning the army of rPharaoh

Necho, king of Egypt, which was by
the River Euphrates in Carchemish,
and which Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon sdefeated in the t fourth
year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah,
king of Judah:

3“Order the buckler and shield,
And draw near to battle!

4 Harness the horses,
And mount up, you horsemen!
Stand forth with your helmets,
Polish the spears,
Put on the armor!

5 Why have I seen them
dismayed and turned back?

Their mighty ones are beaten
down;

They have speedily fled,
And did not look back,
For fear was all around,” says

the LORD.
6“Do not let the swift flee away,

Nor the mighty man escape;
They will ustumble and fall

*45:1 Literally from Jeremiah’s mouth



Say, ‘Stand fast and prepare
yourselves,

For the sword devours all
around you.’

15 Why are your valiant men
swept away?

They did not stand
Because the LORD drove them

away.
16 He made many fall;

Yes, one fell upon another.
And they said, ‘Arise!

kLet us go back to our own
people

And to the land of our nativity
From the oppressing sword.’

17 They cried there,
‘Pharaoh, king of Egypt, is but a

noise.
He has passed by the appointed

time!’
18“As I live,” says the King,

Whose lname is the LORD of
hosts,

“Surely as Tabor is among the
mountains

And as Carmel by the sea, so
he shall come.

19 O you daughter dwelling in
Egypt,

Prepare yourself to go into
captivity!

For mNoph* shall be waste and
desolate, without
inhabitant.

20“Egypt is a very pretty heifer,
But destruction comes, it

comes nfrom the north.
21 Also her mercenaries are in her

midst like fat bulls,
For they also are turned back,
They have fled away together.
They did not stand,
For the day of their calamity

had come upon them,
The time of their opunishment.

22 Her noise shall go like a
serpent,

For they shall march with an
army

And come against her with
axes,

Like those who chop wood.

Toward the north, by the River
Euphrates.

7“Who is this coming up alike a
flood,

Whose waters move like the
rivers?

8 Egypt rises up like a flood,
And its waters move like the

rivers;
And he says, ‘I will go up and

cover the earth,
I will destroy the city and its

inhabitants.’
9 Come up, O horses, and rage,

O chariots!
And let the mighty men come

forth:
The bEthiopians and the Libyans

who handle the shield,
And the cLydians who handle

and bend the bow.
10 For this is the dday of the Lord

GOD of hosts,
A day of vengeance,
That He may avenge Himself on

His adversaries.
The sword shall devour;
It shall be esatiated and made

drunk with their blood;
For the Lord GOD of hosts has a

sacrifice
In the north country by the

River Euphrates.
11“Go up to Gilead and take balm,

O virgin, the daughter of Egypt;
In vain you will use many

medicines;
You shall not be cured.

12 The nations have heard of your
fshame,

And your cry has filled the land;
For the mighty man has

stumbled against the
mighty;

They both have fallen
together.”

13The word that the LORD spoke
to Jeremiah the prophet, how Nebu-
chadnezzar king of Babylon would
come and gstrike the land of Egypt.
14“Declare in Egypt, and proclaim

in hMigdol;
Proclaim in iNoph* and in

jTahpanhes;
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23“They shall cut down her
forest,” says the LORD,

“Though it cannot be searched,
Because they are ainnumerable,
And more numerous than

grasshoppers.
24 The daughter of Egypt shall be

ashamed;
She shall be delivered into the

hand
Of the people of the north.”

25The LORD of hosts, the God of
Israel, says: “Behold, I will bring
punishment on bAmon* of No,* and
Pharaoh and Egypt, with their cgods
and their kings—Pharaoh and those
who dtrust in him.

26“And I will deliver them into
the ehand of those who seek their
lives, into the hand of Nebuchad-
nezzar king of Babylon and the
hand of his servants. fAfterward it
shall be inhabited as in the days of
old,” says the LORD.
27“But do not gfear, O My servant

Jacob,
And do not be dismayed,

O Israel!
For behold, I will hsave you

from afar,
And your offspring from the

land of their captivity;
Jacob shall return, have rest

and be at ease;
No one shall make him afraid.

28 Do not fear, O Jacob My
servant,” says the LORD,

“For I am with you;
For I will make a complete end

of all the nations
To which I have driven you,
But I will inot make a complete

end of you.
I will rightly jcorrect you,
For I will not leave you wholly

unpunished.”

Prophecy against Philistia
and Phoenicia

47THE word of the LORD that
came to Jeremiah the proph-

et against the kPhilistines, before
Pharaoh attacked Gaza.
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2Thus says the LORD:

“Behold, lwaters rise out of the
north,

And shall be an overflowing
flood;

They shall overflow the land
and all that is in it,

The city and those who dwell
within;

Then the men shall cry,
And all the inhabitants of the

land shall wail.
3 At the noise of the stamping

hooves of his strong horses,
At the rushing of his chariots,
At the rumbling of his wheels,
The fathers will not look back

for their children,
Lacking courage,

4 Because of the day that comes
to plunder all the
mPhilistines,

To cut off from nTyre and Sidon
every helper who remains;

For the LORD shall plunder the
Philistines,

The oremnant of the country of
pCaphtor.

5 qBaldness has come upon Gaza,
Ashkelon is cut off
With the remnant of their

valley.
How long will you cut yourself?

6“O you rsword of the LORD,
How long until you are quiet?
Put yourself up into your

scabbard,
Rest and be still!

7 How can it be quiet,
Seeing the LORD has given it a

scharge
Against Ashkelon and against

the seashore?
There He has appointed it.”

Prophecy against Moab

48AGAINST tMoab.
Thus says the LORD of hosts,

the God of Israel:

“Woe to uNebo!
For it is plundered,

*46:25 A sun god * That is, ancient Thebes

46:27 I will save you. Here is one of the many prophe-
cies having a double view—a near and far fulfillment.

46:28 I will rightly correct you. Here is one of the

many answers to the question: “Did God reject his peo-
ple?” (Rom. 11:1).



And has not been emptied from
vessel to vessel,

Nor has he gone into captivity.
Therefore his taste remained in

him,
And his scent has not changed.

12“Therefore behold, the days are
coming,” says the LORD,

“That I shall send him 
wine-workers

Who will tip him over
And empty his vessels
And break the bottles.

13 Moab shall be ashamed of
iChemosh,

jAs the house of Israel was
ashamed of kBethel, their
confidence.

14“How can you say, ‘We are
mighty

And strong men for the war’?
15 Moab is plundered and gone up

from her cities;
Her chosen young men have

gone down to the
slaughter,” says the King,

Whose name is the LORD of
hosts.

16“The calamity of Moab is near at
hand,

And his affliction comes quickly.
17 Bemoan him, all you who are

around him;
And all you who know his name,
Say, ‘How the strong staff is

broken,
The beautiful rod!’

18“O daughter inhabiting Dibon,
Come down from your glory,
And sit in thirst;
For the plunderer of Moab has

come against you,
He has destroyed your

strongholds.
19 O inhabitant of lAroer,

Stand by the way and watch;
Ask him who flees
And her who escapes;

aKirjathaim is shamed and taken;
The high stronghold* is shamed

and dismayed—
2 No more praise of Moab.

In bHeshbon they have devised
evil against her:

‘Come, and let us cut her off as
a nation.’

You also shall be cut down, 
O cMadmen!*

The sword shall pursue you;
3 A voice of crying shall be from

dHoronaim:
‘Plundering and great

destruction!’
4“Moab is destroyed;

Her little ones have caused a
cry to be heard;*

5 For in the Ascent of Luhith
they ascend with continual
weeping;

For in the descent of Horonaim
the enemies have heard a
cry of destruction.

6“Flee, save your lives!
And be like the juniper* in the

wilderness.
7 For because you have trusted in

your works and your
etreasures,

You also shall be taken.
And fChemosh shall go forth

into captivity,
His priests and his princes

together.
8 And the gplunderer shall come

against every city;
No one shall escape.
The valley also shall perish,
And the plain shall be

destroyed,
As the LORD has spoken.

9“Give wings to Moab,
That she may flee and get away;
For her cities shall be desolate,
Without any to dwell in them.

10 Cursed is he who does the work
of the LORD deceitfully,

And cursed is he who keeps
back his sword from blood.

11“Moab has been at ease from
his* youth;

He has hsettled on his dregs,

48:13

i Is. 46:1-2; cp.
1 Kin. 11:7

j Cp. 1 Kin.
12:25-29

k 1 Kin. 13:32-34

48:19

l Deut. 2:36; Is.
17:2

48:1

a Num. 32:37

48:2

b Jer. 49:3

c Is. 10:31

48:3

d Is. 15:5

48:7

e Jer. 9:23; 1 Tim.
6:17

f Is. 46:1-2; cp.
1 Kin. 11:7

48:8

g v. 18

48:11

h Zeph. 1:12

1070 JEREMIAH 48:2–19

*48:1 Hebrew Misgab *48:2 A city of Moab
*48:4 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and
Vulgate; Septuagint reads Proclaim it in Zoar.
*48:6 Or Aroer, a city of Moab *48:11 The
Hebrew uses masculine and feminine pronouns
interchangeably in this chapter.

48:11 He has settled. That is, he is contented. Dregs (or “lees,” Is. 25:6) are the sediment at the bottom of a contain-
er of wine.



Say, ‘What has happened?’
20 Moab is shamed, for he is

broken down.
Wail and cry!
Tell it in Arnon, that Moab is

plundered.
21“And judgment has come on the

plain country:
On Holon and Jahzah and

Mephaath,
22 On Dibon and Nebo and Beth

Diblathaim,
23 On Kirjathaim and Beth Gamul

and Beth Meon,
24 On aKerioth and Bozrah,

On all the cities of the land of
Moab,

Far or near.
25 The horn of Moab is cut off,

And his arm is broken,” says
the LORD.

26“Make him drunk,
Because he exalted himself

against the LORD.
Moab shall wallow in his vomit,
And he shall also be in derision.

27 For was not Israel a bderision to
you?

Was he found among thieves?
For whenever you speak of him,
You cshake your head in scorn.

28 You who dwell in Moab,
Leave the cities and dwell in

the rock,
And be like the ddove which

makes her nest
In the sides of the cave’s mouth.

29“We have heard the epride of
Moab

(He is exceedingly proud),
Of his loftiness and arrogance

and fpride,
And of the haughtiness of his

heart.”
30“I know his wrath,” says the

LORD,
“But it is not right;

His lies have made nothing
right.

31 Therefore I will wail for Moab,
And I will cry out for all Moab;
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I* will gmourn for the men of

hKir Heres.
32 O vine of Sibmah! I will weep

for you with the weeping
of iJazer.

Your plants have gone over the
sea,

They reach to the sea of Jazer.
The plunderer has fallen on

your summer fruit and your
vintage.

33 Joy and jgladness are taken
From the plentiful field
And from the land of Moab;
I have caused wine to fail from

the winepresses;
No one will tread with joyous

shouting—
Not joyous shouting!

34“From k the cry of Heshbon to
lElealeh and to Jahaz

They have uttered their voice,
From Zoar to Horonaim,
Like a three-year-old heifer;*
For the waters of Nimrim also

shall be desolate.
35“Moreover,” says the LORD,

“I will cause to cease in Moab
The one who offers sacrifices

in the high places
And burns incense to his gods.

36 Therefore My heart shall wail
like flutes for Moab,

And like flutes My heart shall
wail

For the men of Kir Heres.
Therefore the riches they have

acquired have perished.
37“For every head shall be bald,

and every beard clipped;
On all the hands shall be cuts,

and on the loins
sackcloth—

38 A general lamentation
On all the mhousetops of Moab,
And in its streets;
For I have nbroken Moab like a

vessel in which is no
pleasure,” says the LORD.

*48:31 Following Dead Sea Scrolls, Septuagint, and
Vulgate; Masoretic Text reads He. *48:34 Or
The Third Eglath, an unknown city (compare Isaiah
15:5)

48:25 horn. The words “horn” and “horns” (OT, qeren;
NT keras) are used in Scripture both literally and figura-
tively. In the latter sense at least three meanings appear:

(1) strength in general (Deut. 33:17); (2) arrogant pride (Ps.
75:4–5); and (3) political and military power (Dan.
8:20–21).



47“Yet I will gbring back the
captives of Moab

In the hlatter days,” says the
LORD.

Thus far is the judgment of Moab.

Prophecy against Ammon

49AGAINST the iAmmonites.
Thus says the LORD:

“Has Israel no sons?
Has he no heir?
Why then does Milcom* inherit

Gad,
And his people dwell in its

cities?
2 jTherefore behold, the days are

coming,” says the LORD,
“That I will cause to be heard an

alarm of war
In kRabbah of the Ammonites;
It shall be a desolate mound,
And her villages shall be

burned with fire.
Then Israel shall take possession

of his inheritance,” says the
LORD.

3“Wail, O lHeshbon, for Ai is
plundered!

Cry, you daughters of Rabbah,
Gird yourselves with sackcloth!
Lament and run to and fro by

the walls;
For Milcom shall go into

captivity
With his priests and his princes

together.
4 Why do you mboast in the

valleys,
Your flowing valley, 

O backsliding daughter?
Who trusted in her ntreasures,

saying,
‘Who will come against me?’

5 Behold, I will bring fear upon
you,”

Says the Lord GOD of hosts,
“From all those who are around

you;
You shall be driven out,

everyone headlong,
And no one will gather those

who wander off.
6 But oafterward I will bring back

39“They shall wail:
‘How she is broken down!
How Moab has turned her back

with shame!’
So Moab shall be a derision
And a dismay to all those about

her.”
40For thus says the LORD:

“Behold, one shall afly like an
eagle,

And spread his wings over
Moab.

41 bKerioth is taken,
And the strongholds are

surprised;
The mighty men’s hearts in

Moab on that day shall be
Like the heart of a woman in

birth pangs.
42 And Moab shall be destroyed as

a people,
Because he exalted himself

against the LORD.
43 Fear and the pit and the snare

shall be upon you,
O inhabitant of Moab,” says the

LORD.
44“He who flees from the fear shall

fall into the pit,
And he who gets out of the pit

shall be caught in the
csnare.

For upon Moab, upon it I will
bring

The year of their dpunishment,”
says the LORD.

45“Those who fled stood under the
shadow of Heshbon

Because of exhaustion.
But a fire shall come out of

Heshbon,
A flame from the midst of

eSihon,
And shall fdevour the brow of

Moab,
The crown of the head of the

sons of tumult.
46 Woe to you, O Moab!

The people of Chemosh perish;
For your sons have been taken

captive,
And your daughters captive.
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*49:1 Hebrew Malcam, literally their king, a god of
the Ammonites; also called Molech (compare verse 3)

Ammonites: The people of the country of Ammon, lo-
cated east of the Jordan River.



The captives of the people of
Ammon,” says the LORD.

Prophecy against Edom
7aAgainst Edom.
Thus says the LORD of hosts:

“ Is wisdom no more in bTeman?
Has counsel perished from the

prudent?
Has their wisdom cvanished?

8 Flee, turn back, dwell in the
depths, O inhabitants of
Dedan!

For I will bring the calamity of
Esau upon him,

The time that I will dpunish
him.

9 If grape-gatherers came to you,
Would they not leave some

gleaning egrapes?
If thieves by night,
Would they not destroy until

they have enough?
10 But I have made Esau fbare;

I have uncovered his secret
places,

And he shall not be able to hide
himself.

His descendants are plundered,
His brethren and his neighbors,
And he is no more.

11 Leave your fatherless children,
I will preserve them alive;
And let your widows trust in

Me.”
12For thus says the LORD: “Be-

hold, those whose judgment was
not to drink of the cup have as-
suredly drunk. And are you the one
who will altogether go unpunished?
You shall not go unpunished, but
you shall surely drink of it.

13“For I have sworn by Myself,”
says the LORD, “that gBozrah shall
become a desolation, a reproach, a
waste, and a curse. And all its cities
shall be perpetual wastes.”
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14 h I have heard a message from

the LORD,
And an ambassador has been

sent to the nations:
“Gather together, come against

her,
And rise up to battle!

15“For indeed, I will make you
small among nations,

Despised among men.
16 Your fierceness has deceived

you,
The ipride of your heart,
O you who dwell in the clefts

of the rock,
Who hold the height of the hill!
Though you make your nest as

high as the eagle,
I will bring you down from

there,” says the LORD.
17“Edom also shall be an

astonishment;
Everyone who goes by it will be

jastonished
And will hiss at all its plagues.

18 kAs in the overthrow of Sodom
and Gomorrah

And their neighbors,” says the
LORD,

“No one shall remain there,
Nor shall a son of man dwell in

it.
19“Behold, he shall come up like a

lion from the floodplain* of
the Jordan

Against the dwelling place of
the strong;

But I will suddenly make him
run away from her.

And who is a chosen man that I
may appoint over her?

For who is like Me?
Who will arraign Me?
And who is that shepherd
Who will withstand Me?”

*49:19 Or thicket

49:7 Observe that this passage (vv. 7–17) is strikingly
similar to Obadiah, e.g. Obad. 8–9.

49:11 trust. Trust is the characteristic OT word for the
NT “faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the OT,
and is the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to take
refuge (Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps. 22:8).

49:17 Edom (called “Seir,” Gen. 32:3; 36:8) is the
name of the country lying south of the ancient kingdom of
Judah and extending from the Dead Sea to the Gulf of Aqa-

ba. It includes the ruins of Petra, and is bounded on the
north by Moab. Peopled by descendants of Esau (Gen.
36:1–19), Edom has a remarkable prominence in the
prophetic Word as (together with Moab) the scene of the fi-
nal destruction of Gentile world-power in the Day of the
LORD. See Armageddon (Rev. 16:13–16; 19:17–21) and
Times of the Gentiles (Luke 21:24; Rev. 16:19). Compare
Ps. 137:7; Is. 34:1–8; 63:1–6; Jer. 49:17–22; Ezek.
25:12–14; Obad. 1–21.



kingdoms of Hazor, which Nebu-
chadnezzar king of Babylon shall
strike.

Thus says the LORD:

“Arise, go up to Kedar,
And devastate the men of the

East!
29 Their tents and their flocks

they shall take away.
They shall take for themselves

their curtains,
All their vessels and their

camels;
And they shall cry out to them,

‘Fear is on every side!’
30“Flee, get far away! Dwell in the

depths,
O inhabitants of Hazor!” says

the LORD.
“For Nebuchadnezzar king of

Babylon has taken counsel
against you,

And has conceived a plan
against you.

31“Arise, go up to the wealthy
nation that hdwells
securely,” says the LORD,

“Which has neither gates nor
bars,

Dwelling ialone.
32 Their camels shall be for booty,

And the multitude of their
cattle for plunder.

I will jscatter to all winds those
in the farthest corners,

And I will bring their calamity
from all its sides,” says the
LORD.

33“Hazor shall be a dwelling for
k jackals, a desolation
forever;

No one shall reside there,
Nor son of man dwell in it.”

Prophecy against Elam
34The word of the LORD that came

to Jeremiah the prophet against
lElam, in the mbeginning of the reign
of Zedekiah king of Judah, saying,

35“Thus says the LORD of hosts:

‘Behold, I will break the bow of
Elam,

The foremost of their might.

20 Therefore hear the counsel of
the LORD that He has taken
against Edom,

And His purposes that He has
proposed against the
inhabitants of Teman:

aSurely the least of the flock
shall draw them out;

Surely He shall make their
dwelling places desolate
with them.

21 The earth shakes at the noise of
their fall;

At the cry its noise is heard at
the Red Sea.

22 Behold, He shall come up and
fly like the eagle,

And spread His wings over
Bozrah;

The heart of the mighty men of
Edom in that day shall be

Like the heart of a woman in
birth pangs.

Prophecy against Damascus (Syria)
23bAgainst Damascus.

“Hamath c and dArpad are
shamed,

For they have heard bad news.
They are fainthearted;
There is trouble on the sea;
It cannot be quiet.

24 Damascus has grown feeble;
She turns to flee,
And fear has seized her.
Anguish and sorrows have taken

her like a woman in labor.
25 Why is the city of praise not

deserted, the city of My
joy?

26 Therefore her eyoung men shall
fall in her streets,

And all the men of war shall be
cut off in that day,” says
the LORD of hosts.

27“I will kindle a fire in the wall of
Damascus,

And it shall consume the
palaces of fBen-Hadad.”

Prophecy against Kedar (Arabians)
and Hazor

28Against gKedar and against the
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49:21 Red Sea. Literally sea of reeds.

Ben-Hadad: of Hadad. The name refers to several
kings of Syria who went to war with and against Israel
during the reigns of various kings.



36 Against Elam I will bring the
four winds

From the four quarters of
heaven,

And scatter them toward all
those winds;

There shall be no nations
where the outcasts of Elam
will not go.

37 For I will cause Elam to be
dismayed before their
enemies

And before those who seek
their life.

I will bring disaster upon them,
My fierce anger,’ says the LORD;

‘And I will send the sword after
them

Until I have consumed them.
38 I will set My throne in Elam,

And will destroy from there the
king and the princes,’ says
the LORD.

39 ‘But it shall come to pass in the
latter days:

I will abring back the captives
of Elam,’ says the LORD.”

Prophecy against Babylon

50THE word that the LORD
spoke against bBabylon and

against the land of the Chaldeans by
Jeremiah the prophet.

2“Declare among the nations,
Proclaim, and set up a standard;
Proclaim—do not conceal it—
Say, ‘Babylon is ctaken, dBel is

shamed.
Merodach* is broken in pieces;
Her idols are humiliated,
Her images are broken in

pieces.’
3 For out of the north a nation

comes up against her,
Which shall make her land

desolate,
And eno one shall dwell

therein.
They shall move, they shall

depart,
Both man and beast.

4“In those days and in that time,”
says the LORD,
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“The children of Israel shall

come,
They and the children of Judah

together;
With continual weeping they

shall come,
And seek the LORD their God.

5 They shall ask the way to Zion,
With their faces toward it,

saying,
‘Come and let us join ourselves

to the LORD
In a perpetual fcovenant
That will not be forgotten.’

6“My people have been lost
gsheep.

Their shepherds have led them
hastray;

They have turned them away
on the mountains.

They have gone from mountain
to hill;

They have forgotten their
resting place.

7 All who found them have
devoured them;

And their adversaries said, ‘We
have inot offended,

Because they have sinned
against the LORD, the
habitation of justice,

The LORD, the hope of their
fathers.’

8“Move from the midst of
Babylon,

jGo out of the land of the
Chaldeans;

And be like the rams before the
flocks.

9 For behold, kI will raise and
cause to come up against
Babylon

*50:2 A Babylonian god; sometimes spelled Marduk

Chaldeans: The people of the region of Chaldea,
located near the Persian Gulf.

50:2 GODS OF THE ASSYRIANS 
AND BABYLONIANS

Name Empire Reference
Bel Babylonia Jeremiah 51:44
Merodach Babylonia Jeremiah 50:2
Nebo Babylonia Isaiah 46:1
Succoth Benoth Babylonia 2 Kings 17:30
Tammuz Babylonia Ezekiel 8:14
Nisroch Assyria Isaiah 37:38
Rimmon Assyria 2 Kings 5:18



And everyone shall flee to his
hown land.

17“Israel is like iscattered sheep;
The lions have driven him

away.
First the king of jAssyria

devoured him;
Now at last this Nebuchadnezzar

king of Babylon has broken
his bones.”

18Therefore thus says the LORD of
hosts, the God of Israel:

“Behold, I will punish the king
of Babylon and his land,

As I have punished the king of
kAssyria.

19 But I will lbring back Israel to
his home,

And he shall feed on Carmel
and Bashan;

His soul shall be satisfied on
Mount Ephraim and
Gilead.

20 In those days and in that time,”
says the LORD,

“The miniquity of Israel shall be
sought, but there shall be
none;

And the sins of Judah, but they
shall not be found;

For I will pardon those nwhom
I preserve.

21“Go up against the land of
Merathaim, against it,

And against the inhabitants of
oPekod.

Waste and utterly destroy
them,” says the LORD,

“And do according to all that I
have commanded you.

22 A sound of battle is in the land,
And of great destruction.

23 How the phammer of the whole
earth has been cut apart
and broken!

How Babylon has become a
desolation among the
nations!

24 I have laid a snare for you;

An assembly of great nations
from the north country,

And they shall aarray
themselves against her;

From there she shall be
captured.

Their arrows shall be like those
of an expert warrior;*

bNone shall return in vain.
10 And Chaldea shall become

plunder;
All who plunder her shall be

satisfied,” says the LORD.
11“Because you were glad, because

you crejoiced,
You destroyers of My heritage,
Because you have grown fat like

a heifer threshing grain,
And you bellow like bulls,

12 Your mother shall be deeply
ashamed;

She who bore you shall be
ashamed.

Behold, the least of the nations
shall be a dwilderness,

A dry land and a desert.
13 Because of the wrath of the

LORD
She shall not be inhabited,
But she shall be wholly

desolate.
Everyone who goes by Babylon

shall be ehorrified
And hiss at all her plagues.

14“Put yourselves in array against
Babylon all around,

All you who bend the bow;
Shoot at her, spare no arrows,
For she has sinned against the

LORD.
15 Shout against her all around;

She has given her hand,
Her foundations have fallen,
Her walls are f thrown down;
For it is the gvengeance of the

LORD.
Take vengeance on her.
As she has done, so do to her.

16 Cut off the sower from Babylon,
And him who handles the

sickle at harvest time.
For fear of the oppressing sword
Everyone shall turn to his own

people,
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*50:9 Following some Hebrew manuscripts,
Septuagint, and Syriac; Masoretic Text, Targum, and
Vulgate read a warrior who makes childless.

Carmel: park. A town in the hill country of Judah.
Home of Nabal and Abigail.

Bashan: soft, rich soil. A fertile area of land east of the
Sea of Galilee.



You have indeed been atrapped,
O Babylon,

And you were not aware;
You have been found and also

caught,
Because you have bcontended

against the LORD.
25 The LORD has opened His

armory,
And has brought out the

weapons of His indignation;
For this is the work of the Lord

GOD of hosts
In the land of the Chaldeans.

26 Come against her from the
farthest border;

Open her storehouses;
Cast her up as heaps of ruins,
And destroy her utterly;
Let nothing of her be left.

27 Slay all her bulls,
Let them go down to the

slaughter.
Woe to them!
For their day has come, the

time of their punishment.
28 The voice of those who flee and

escape from the land of
Babylon

Declares in Zion the vengeance
of the LORD our God,

The vengeance of His temple.
29“Call together the archers

against Babylon.
All you who bend the bow,

encamp against it all
around;

Let none of them escape.*
Repay her according to her

work;
According to all she has done,

do to her;
For she has been cproud against

the LORD,
Against the Holy One of Israel.

30 Therefore her young men shall
fall in the streets,

And all her men of war shall be
cut off in that day,” says
the LORD.

31“Behold, I am against you,
O most haughty one!” says the

Lord GOD of hosts;
“For your day has come,

The time that I will dpunish
you.*
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32 The most eproud shall stumble

and fall,
And no one will raise him up;
I will kindle a fire in his cities,
And it will devour all around

him.”
33Thus says the LORD of hosts:

“The children of Israel were
oppressed,

Along with the children of
Judah;

All who took them captive have
held them fast;

They have refused to let them
go.

34 Their fRedeemer is strong;
The LORD of hosts is His name.
He will thoroughly plead their

gcase,
That He may give rest to the

land,
And disquiet the inhabitants of

Babylon.
35“A sword is against the

Chaldeans,” says the LORD,
“Against the inhabitants of

Babylon,
And against her princes and

her hwise men.
36 A sword is against the

soothsayers, and they will
be fools.

A sword is against her mighty
men, and they will be
dismayed.

37 A sword is against their horses,
Against their chariots,
And against all the imixed

peoples who are in her
midst;

And they will become like
jwomen.

A sword is against her
ktreasures, and they will be
robbed.

38 A drought* is against her
waters, and they will be
dried up.

For it is the land of carved
images,

*50:29 Qere, some Hebrew manuscripts,
Septuagint, and Targum add to her.
*50:31 Following Masoretic Text and Targum;
Septuagint and Vulgate read The time of your
punishment. *50:38 Following Masoretic Text,
Targum, and Vulgate; Syriac reads sword; Septuagint
omits A drought is.



And who is that shepherd
Who will fwithstand Me?”

45 Therefore hear the counsel of
the LORD that He has taken
against Babylon,

And His gpurposes that He has
proposed against the land
of the Chaldeans:

hSurely the least of the flock
shall draw them out;

Surely He will make their
dwelling place desolate
with them.

46 At the noise of the taking of
Babylon

The earth trembles,
And the cry is heard among the

nations.

Babylon judged by the LORD

for sins against Israel

51THUS says the LORD:

“Behold, I will raise up against
iBabylon,

Against those who dwell in Leb
Kamai,*

A destroying wind.
2 And I will send winnowers to

Babylon,
Who shall winnow her and

empty her land.
For in the day of doom
They shall be jagainst her all

around.
3 Against her let the archer bend

his bow,
And lift himself up against her

in his armor.
Do not spare her young men;
Utterly destroy all her army.

4 Thus the slain shall fall in the
land of the Chaldeans,

And those thrust through in
her streets.

5 For Israel is knot forsaken, nor
Judah,

By his God, the LORD of hosts,
Though their land was filled

with sin against the Holy
One of Israel.”

6 lFlee from the midst of Babylon,

And they are insane with their
idols.

39“Therefore the wild desert
beasts shall dwell there
with the jackals,

And the ostriches shall dwell in
it.

It shall be inhabited no more
forever,

Nor shall it be dwelt in from
generation to generation.

40 aAs God overthrew Sodom and
Gomorrah

And their neighbors,” says the
LORD,

“So no one shall reside there,
Nor son of man bdwell in it.

41“Behold, a people shall come
from the north,

And a great nation and many
kings

Shall be raised up from the
ends of the earth.

42 They shall hold the bow and
the lance;

They are ccruel and shall not
show mercy.

Their voice shall roar like the
sea;

They shall ride on horses,
Set in array, like a man for the

battle,
Against you, O daughter of

Babylon.
43“The king of Babylon has dheard

the report about them,
And his hands grow feeble;
Anguish has taken hold of him,
Pangs as of a woman in

echildbirth.
44“Behold, he shall come up like a

lion from the floodplain* of
the Jordan

Against the dwelling place of
the strong;

But I will make them suddenly
run away from her.

And who is a chosen man that I
may appoint over her?

For who is like Me?
Who will arraign Me?
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*50:44 Or thicket *51:1 A code word for
Chaldea (Babylonia); may be translated The Midst of
Those Who Rise Up Against Me

50:39 jackals. Literally howling creatures. Jer. 51:37.

Sodom and Gomorrah: burning. Cities located in the
Valley of Siddim known for their extreme wickedness
and destroyed by God with fire and brimstone. Only
Lot and his family survived the destruction.



And every one save his life!
Do not be cut off in her

iniquity,
For this is the time of the

LORD’S vengeance;
He shall recompense her.

7 aBabylon was a golden cup in
the LORD’S hand,

That made all the earth drunk.
The bnations drank her wine;
Therefore the nations are

cderanged.
8 dBabylon has suddenly fallen and

been destroyed.
eWail for her!
Take balm for her pain;
Perhaps she may be healed.

9 We would have healed Babylon,
But she is not healed.
Forsake her, and let us go

everyone to his own
country;

For her judgment reaches to
heaven and is lifted up to
the skies.

10 The LORD has frevealed our
righteousness.

Come and let us declare in Zion
the work of the LORD our
God.

11 Make the arrows bright!
Gather the shields!
The gLORD has raised up the

spirit of the kings of the
Medes.

For His hplan is against Babylon
to destroy it,

Because it is the ivengeance of
the LORD,

The vengeance for His temple.
12 jSet up the standard on the

walls of Babylon;
Make the guard strong,
Set up the watchmen,
Prepare the ambushes.
For the LORD has both kdevised

and done
What He spoke against the

inhabitants of Babylon.
13 O you who dwell by many

waters,
Abundant in treasures,
Your end has come,
The measure of your

covetousness.
14 The LORD of hosts has sworn by

Himself:
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“Surely I will fill you with men,

as with locusts,
And they shall lift up a shout

against you.”
15 lHe has made the earth by His

power;
He has established the world by

His wisdom,
And mstretched out the heaven

by His understanding.
16 When He utters His voice—

There is a multitude of waters
in the heavens:

“He causes the vapors to ascend
from the ends of the earth;

He makes lightnings for the
rain;

He brings the wind out of His
treasuries.”*

17 Everyone is dull-hearted,
without knowledge;

Every nmetalsmith is put to
shame by the carved
image;

For his molded image is
falsehood,

And there is no breath in them.
18 They are futile, a work of

errors;
In the time of their

opunishment they shall
perish.

19 The Portion of Jacob is not like
them,

For He is the Maker of all
things;

And Israel is the tribe of His
inheritance.

The LORD of hosts is His name.
20“You are My pbattle-ax and

weapons of war:
For with you I will break the

nation in pieces;
With you I will destroy

kingdoms;
21 With you I will break in pieces

the horse and its rider;
With you I will break in pieces

the chariot and its rider;
22 With you also I will break in

pieces man and woman;
With you I will break in pieces

old and young;
*51:16 Psalm 135:7



30 The mighty men of Babylon
have ceased fighting,

They have remained in their
strongholds;

Their might has failed,
They became like women;
They have burned her dwelling

places,
The bars of her gate are broken.

31 One runner will run to meet
another,

And one messenger to meet
another,

To show the king of Babylon
that his city is taken on all
sides;

32 The passages are blocked,
The reeds they have burned

with fire,
And the men of war are

terrified.
33For thus says the LORD of hosts,

the God of Israel:

“The daughter of Babylon is like
a gthreshing floor

When it is time to thresh her;
Yet a little while
And the time of her harvest

will come.”
34“Nebuchadnezzar the king of

Babylon
Has devoured me, he has

crushed me;
He has made me an hempty

vessel,
He has swallowed me up like a

monster;
He has filled his stomach with

my delicacies,
He has spit me out.

35 Let the violence done to me and
my flesh be upon Babylon,”

The inhabitant of Zion will say;
“And my blood be upon the

inhabitants of Chaldea!”
Jerusalem will say.

36Therefore thus says the LORD:

“Behold, I will iplead your case
and take vengeance for you.

I will dry up her sea and make
her springs dry.

37 Babylon shall become a heap,
A jdwelling place for k jackals,
An lastonishment and a hissing,
Without an inhabitant.

With you I will break in pieces
the young man and the
maiden;

23 With you also I will break in
pieces the shepherd and
his flock;

With you I will break in pieces
the afarmer and his yoke of
oxen;

And with you I will break in
pieces governors and
rulers.

24“And I will repay Babylon
And all the inhabitants of

Chaldea
For all the evil they have done
In Zion in your sight,” says the

LORD.
25“Behold, I am against you,

bO destroying mountain,
Who destroys all the earth,”

says the LORD.
“And I will stretch out My hand

against you,
Roll you down from the rocks,
And make you a burnt

mountain.
26 They shall not take from you a

stone for a corner
Nor a stone for a foundation,
But you shall be cdesolate

forever,” says the LORD.
27 Set up a banner in the land,

Blow the trumpet among the
nations!

Prepare the dnations against
her,

Call the kingdoms together
against her:

Ararat, Minni, and Ashkenaz.
Appoint a general against her;
Cause the horses to come up

like the bristling locusts.
28 Prepare against her the nations,

With the kings of the Medes,
Its governors and all its rulers,
All the land of his dominion.

29 And the land will tremble and
sorrow;

For every epurpose of the LORD
shall be performed against
Babylon,

To make the land of Babylon a
desolation without
finhabitant.
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38 They shall roar together like
lions,

They shall growl like lions’
whelps.

39 In their excitement I will
prepare their feasts;

I will make them drunk,
That they may rejoice,
And sleep a perpetual sleep
And not awake,” says the LORD.

40“I will bring them down
Like lambs to the slaughter,
Like rams with male goats.

41“Oh, how aSheshach* is taken!
Oh, how the bpraise of the

whole earth is seized!
How Babylon has become

desolate among the
nations!

42 The csea has come up over
Babylon;

She is covered with the
multitude of its waves.

43 Her dcities are a desolation,
A dry land and a wilderness,
A land where eno one dwells,
Through which no son of man

passes.
44 I will punish fBel in Babylon,

And I will bring out of his
mouth what he has
swallowed;

And the nations shall not
stream to him anymore.

Yes, the wall of Babylon shall
fall.

45“My people, ggo out of the midst
of her!

And let everyone hdeliver
himself from the fierce
anger of the LORD.

46 And lest your heart faint,
And you fear for the irumor

that will be heard in the
land

(a rumor will come one year,
And after that, in another year
A rumor will come,
And violence in the land,
Ruler against ruler),

47 Therefore behold, the days are
coming

That I will bring judgment on
the jcarved images of
Babylon;

Her whole land shall be
ashamed,
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And all her slain shall fall in

her midst.
48 kThen the heavens and the earth

and all that is in them
Shall sing joyously over

Babylon;
For the plunderers shall come

to her from the north,”
says the LORD.

49 As Babylon has caused the slain
of Israel to fall,

So at Babylon the slain of all
the earth shall fall.

50 You who have escaped the
sword,

Get away! Do not stand still!
lRemember the LORD afar off,
And let Jerusalem come to your

mind.
51 We are ashamed because we

have heard reproach.
Shame has covered our faces,
For strangers mhave come into

the sanctuaries of the
LORD’S house.

52“Therefore behold, the days are
coming,” says the LORD,

“That I will bring judgment on
her ncarved images,

And throughout all her land the
wounded shall groan.

53 oThough Babylon were to mount
up to heaven,

And though she were to fortify
the height of her strength,

Yet from Me plunderers would
come to her,” says the
LORD.

54 The sound of a cry comes from
Babylon,

And great destruction from the
land of the Chaldeans,

55 Because the LORD is plundering
Babylon

And silencing her loud voice,
Though her waves roar like

great waters,
And the noise of their voice is

uttered,
56 Because the plunderer comes

against her, against
Babylon,

And her mighty men are taken.
*51:41 A code word for Babylon (compare
Jeremiah 25:26)



catastrophe that I will bring upon
her. And they shall be weary.’ ”
jThus far are the words of Jeremiah.

III. Historical Supplement, 52

An appendix: second account
of overthrow of Judah

(cp. 2 Kin. 25:1–26; Jer. 39:1–10)

52ZEDEKIAH kwas twenty-one
years old when he became

king, and he reigned eleven years in
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was
Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah
of lLibnah.

2He also did evil in the sight of
the LORD, according to all that Je-
hoiakim had done.

3For because of the anger of the
LORD this happened in Jerusalem and
Judah, till He finally cast them out
from His presence. Then Zedekiah
mrebelled against the king of Babylon.

4Now it came to pass in the
nninth year of his reign, in the tenth
month, on the tenth day of the
month, that Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon and all his army came
against Jerusalem and encamped
against it; and they built a siege wall
against it all around.

5So the city was besieged until
the eleventh year of King Zedekiah.

6By the fourth month, on the
ninth day of the month, the famine
had become so severe in the city
that there was no food for the peo-
ple of the land.

7Then the city wall was broken
through, and all the men of war fled
and went out of the city at night by
way of the gate between the two
walls, which was by the king’s gar-
den, even though the Chaldeans
were near the city all around. And
they went by way of the plain.

8But the army of the Chaldeans
pursued the king, and they oover-
took Zedekiah in the plains of Jeri-
cho. All his army was scattered
from him.

Every one of their bows is
broken;

For the LORD is the God of
recompense,

He will surely arepay.
57“And I will make drunk

Her princes and bwise men,
Her governors, her deputies,

and her mighty men.
And they shall sleep a perpetual

sleep
And not awake,” says the

cKing,
Whose name is the LORD of

hosts.
58Thus says the LORD of hosts:

“The broad walls of Babylon
shall be utterly dbroken,

And her high gates shall be
burned with fire;

The people will labor in vain,
And the nations, because of the

fire;
And they shall be eweary.”

59The word which Jeremiah the
prophet commanded Seraiah the
son of fNeriah, the son of Mahseiah,
when he went with Zedekiah the
king of Judah to Babylon in the
fourth year of his reign. And Seraiah
was the quartermaster.

60So Jeremiah gwrote in a book all
the evil that would come upon Bab-
ylon, all these words that are writ-
ten against Babylon.

61And Jeremiah said to Seraiah,
“When you arrive in Babylon and
see it, and read all these words,

62“then you shall say, ‘O LORD,
You have spoken against this place
to cut it off, so that none shall re-
main in it, neither man nor beast,
but it shall be desolate hforever.’

63“Now it shall be, when you
have finished reading this book,
ithat you shall tie a stone to it and
throw it out into the Euphrates.

64“Then you shall say, ‘Thus Bab-
ylon shall sink and not rise from the
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52:4 tenth month. This is the month of Tebeth in the
Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
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9So they took the king and
brought him up to the king of Bab-
ylon at Riblah in the land of Ha-
math, and he pronounced judgment
on him.

10Then the king of Babylon killed
the sons of Zedekiah before his
eyes. And he killed all the princes of
Judah in Riblah.

11He also aput out the eyes of
Zedekiah; and the king of Babylon
bound him in bronze fetters, took
him to Babylon, and put him in
prison till the day of his death.

12bNow in the fifth month, on the
tenth day of the month (which was
the nineteenth year of King Nebu-
chadnezzar king of Babylon), Neb-
uzaradan, the captain of the guard,
who served the king of Babylon,
came to Jerusalem.

13He cburned the house of the
LORD and the king’s house; all the
houses of Jerusalem, that is, all the
houses of the great, he burned with
fire.

14And all the army of the
Chaldeans who were with the cap-
tain of the guard broke down all the
walls of Jerusalem all around.

15Then Nebuzaradan the captain
of the guard carried away captive
some of the poor people, the rest of
the people who remained in the
city, the defectors who had deserted
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52:20

f 1 Kin. 7:47
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c 2 Chr. 36:19; Is.
64:11

JEREMIAH 52:9–21 1083
to the king of Babylon, and the rest
of the craftsmen.

16But Nebuzaradan the captain of
the guard left some of the poor of
the land as vinedressers and dfarm-
ers.

17eThe bronze pillars that were in
the house of the LORD, and the carts
and the bronze Sea that were in the
house of the LORD, the Chaldeans
broke in pieces, and carried all their
bronze to Babylon.

18They also took away the pots,
the shovels, the trimmers, the
bowls, the spoons, and all the
bronze utensils with which the
priests ministered.

19The basins, the firepans, the
bowls, the pots, the lampstands, the
spoons, and the cups, whatever was
solid gold and whatever was solid
silver, the captain of the guard took
away.

20The two pillars, one Sea, the
twelve bronze bulls which were un-
der it, and the carts, which King
Solomon had made for the house of
the LORD—the bronze of all these
articles was beyond fmeasure.

21Now concerning the gpillars:
the height of one pillar was eigh-
teen cubits, a measuring line of
twelve hcubits could measure its cir-
cumference, and its thickness was
four fingers; it was hollow.

52:12 fifth month. This is the month of Ab in the He-
brew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern months

of July–August. For more information on the Hebrew reli-
gious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

52:17 TEMPLE PLUNDERERS

Name Reference What was done or taken
King Shishak of Egypt 1 Kings 14:25–27; Took temple treasures and gold shields.

2 Chronicles 12:9
King Asa of Judah 1 Kings 15:16–19 Took silver and gold of the temple treasuries to bribe the King

of Syria into an alliance.
Sons of Queen Athaliah of Judah 2 Chronicles 24:7 Broke into the temple, took the sacred objects and presented

them to the Baals.
King Joash of Judah 2 Kings 12:18 Took sacred objects and gold from the treasuries to bribe

Hazael, king of Syria.
King Jehoash of Israel 2 Kings 14:14 Took all the gold and silver and all the sacred temple articles.
King Ahaz of Judah 2 Kings 16:8 Took all the silver and gold to pay tribute to the King of Assyria.
King Hezekiah of Judah 2 Kings 18:15–16 Took all the silver and stripped the gold from the temple

doors and pillars to pay tribute to the King of Assyria.
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon 2 Kings 24:13 Took all the temple treasurers and all the gold articles.
Nebuzaradan, captain of the Jeremiah 52:12–23; Took all the bronze pillars and furnishings, all 

guard of Nebuchadnezzar 2 Kings 25:9 the utensils and articles made of solid gold or silver. Burned
the temple.



29in the eighteenth year of Nebu-
chadnezzar he carried away captive
from Jerusalem eight hundred and
thirty-two persons;

30in the twenty-third year of Neb-
uchadnezzar, Nebuzaradan the cap-
tain of the guard carried away cap-
tive of the Jews seven hundred and
forty-five persons. All the persons
were four thousand six hundred.

31eNow it came to pass in the
thirty-seventh year of the captivity
of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the
twelfth month, on the twenty-fifth
day of the month, that Evil-Mero-
dach* king of Babylon, in the first
year of his reign, flifted up the head
of Jehoiachin king of Judah and
brought him out of prison.

32And he spoke kindly to him and
gave him a more prominent seat
than those of the kings who were
with him in Babylon.

33So Jehoiachin changed from his
prison garments, and he ate bread
regularly before the king all the days
of his life.

34And as for his provisions, there
was a regular ration given him by
the king of Babylon, a portion for
each day until the day of his death,
all the days of his life.

22A capital of bronze was on it;
and the height of one capital was
five cubits, with a network and
pomegranates all around the capital,
all of bronze. The second pillar,
with pomegranates was the same.

23There were ninety-six pome-
granates on the sides; all the apome-
granates, all around on the network,
were one hundred.

24The captain of the guard took
bSeraiah the chief priest, cZephani-
ah the second priest, and the three
doorkeepers.

25He also took out of the city an
officer who had charge of the men
of war, seven men of the king’s
close associates who were found in
the city, the principal scribe of the
army who mustered the people of
the land, and sixty men of the peo-
ple of the land who were found in
the midst of the city.

26And Nebuzaradan the captain
of the guard took these and brought
them to the king of Babylon at Rib-
lah.

27Then the king of Babylon struck
them and put them to death at Rib-
lah in the land of Hamath. Thus Ju-
dah was carried away captive from
its own land.

28dThese are the people whom
Nebuchadnezzar carried away cap-
tive: in the seventh year, three
thousand and twenty-three Jews;

52:31

e vv. 31-34;
2 Kin. 25:27-30

f Cp. Gen. 40:13-
20

52:23

a 1 Kin. 7:20

52:24

b 2 Kin. 25:18

c Jer. 21:1; 29:25

52:28

d 2 Kin. 24:12,14-
16; cp. Ezra 2:1-
65; Neh. 7:6-67;
Dan. 1:1-7
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*52:31 Or Awil-Marduk

52:31 twelfth month. This is the month of Adar in the
Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of February–March. For more information on the

Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.
52:33 ate bread. That is, he dined at the king’s table,

compare 2 Sam. 9:13.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Jeremiah Mourning for Jerusalem 6th Cent. B.C.

Literary Background
Lamentations, composed of five elegies lamenting the destruction of Jerusalem, is undoubtedly the work of Jeremiah. In
literary form chapters 1—4 are alphabetic, somewhat on the order of Psalm 119. Thus in chapters 1 and 2 a new letter
of the Hebrew alphabet begins each of the twenty-two verses. In chapter 3 there are sixty-six verses, arranged in twenty-
two groups of three verses. Each group of three verses uses a successive letter of the alphabet, each verse in the group be-
ginning with that one letter. The fifth chapter, although not alphabetical, contains twenty-two verses in a plaintive meter
which—the second half of each verse being shorter than the first—conveys a somber effect of diminuendo.

The Old Testament in the New
The deeper significance of Lamentations lies in the fact that Jeremiah’s intense burden of sympathy for Jerusalem dis-
closes the love and sorrow of the LORD for the very people whom He is chastening, a burden similar to that which the
Lord Jesus Christ expressed in His lament over Jerusalem (Matthew 23:37–39).

Outline
The book may be divided as follows:

I. The Desolation of Jerusalem 1:1–22
II. The Day of the Lord’s Anger 2:1–22

III. Jeremiah’s Sharing of His Nation’s Affliction 3:1–66
A. His Distress 3:1–21
B. Recounting of God’s Faithfulness 3:22–39
C. A Call to Self-Judgment and Confession 3:40–51
D. Jeremiah’s Prison Experience 3:52–66

IV. The Horrors of the Siege of Jerusalem 4:1–22
V. A Plaintive Prayer to the Lord 5:1–22

THE BOOK OF

L A M E N TAT I O N S



Jerusalem jremembers all her
pleasant things

That she had in the days of old.
When her people fell into the

hand of the enemy,
With no one to help her,
The adversaries saw her
And mocked at her downfall.*

8 k Jerusalem has sinned gravely,
Therefore she has become vile.*
All who honored her despise

her
Because they have seen her

nakedness;
Yes, she sighs and turns away.

9 Her uncleanness is in her skirts;
She did not consider her

ldestiny;
Therefore her collapse was

awesome;
She had no comforter.

“O LORD, behold my affliction,
For the enemy is exalted!”

10 The adversary has spread his
hand

Over all her pleasant things;
For she has seen the nations

menter her sanctuary,
Those whom You commanded

nNot to enter Your assembly.
11 All her people sigh,

They seek bread;
They have given their valuables

for food to restore life.
“See, O LORD, and consider,

For I am scorned.”
12“ Is it nothing to you, all you

who pass by?
Behold and see

o If there is any sorrow like my
sorrow,

Which has been brought on me,
Which the LORD has inflicted
In the day of His fierce anger.

13“From above He has sent fire
into my bones,

And it overpowered them;
He has pspread a net for my

feet
And turned me back;
He has made me desolate
And faint all the day.

I. The Desolation of Jerusalem

1HOW alonely sits the city
That was full of people!

bHow like a widow is she,
Who was great among the

nations!
The cprincess among the

provinces
Has become a slave!

2 She weeps bitterly in the night,
Her tears are on her cheeks;
Among all her lovers
She has none to comfort her.
All her friends have dealt

treacherously with her;
They have become her enemies.

3 d Judah has gone into captivity,
Under affliction and hard

servitude;
She dwells among the nations,
She finds no erest;
All her persecutors overtake

her in dire straits.
4 The roads to Zion mourn

Because no one comes to the
set feasts.

All her gates are fdesolate;
Her priests sigh,
Her virgins are afflicted,
And she is in bitterness.

5 Her adversaries have become
the gmaster,

Her enemies prosper;
For the LORD has afflicted her

hBecause of the multitude of her
transgressions.

Her children have gone into
captivity before the enemy.

6 And from the daughter of Zion
All her splendor has departed.
Her princes have become like

deer
That find no ipasture,
That flee without strength
Before the pursuer.

7 In the days of her affliction and
roaming,
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h Jer. 30:14-15;
52:28; Dan.
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*1:7 Vulgate reads her Sabbaths.
*1:8 Septuagint and Vulgate read moved or
removed.

Judah: praised. The southern kingdom.

Jerusalem: founded in peace. The capital of David’s
kingdom and the religious center of Israel. Solomon
built a magnificent temple here. The city and temple
were destroyed and restored throughout Israel’s history.



14“The ayoke of my transgressions
was bound;*

They were woven together by
His hands,

And thrust upon my neck.
He made my strength fail;
The Lord delivered me into the

hands of those whom I am
not able to withstand.

15“The Lord has trampled
underfoot all my mighty
men in my midst;

He has called an assembly
against me

To crush my young men;
The Lord trampled as in a

winepress
The virgin daughter of Judah.

16“For these things I weep;
My eye, my eye overflows with

water;
Because the bcomforter, who

should restore my life,
Is far from me.
My children are desolate
Because the enemy prevailed.”

17 Zion spreads out her hands,
But no one comforts cher;
The LORD has commanded

concerning Jacob
That those daround him

become his adversaries;
Jerusalem has become an

unclean thing among them.
18“The LORD is erighteous,

For I rebelled against His
commandment.

Hear now, all peoples,
And behold my sorrow;
My virgins and my young men
Have gone into captivity.

19“I called for my lovers,
But they deceived me;
My priests and my elders
Breathed their last in the city,
While they sought food
To restore their life.
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h Is. 13; Jer. 46
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30:16

2:1

j Lam. 3:44
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b Eccl. 4:1
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c Jer. 4:31
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e Ps. 119:75;
Dan. 9:14

LAMENTATIONS 1:14—2:3 1087
20“See, O LORD, that I am in

distress;
My soul is troubled;
My heart is overturned within

me,
For I have been very rebellious.
Outside the fsword bereaves,
At home it is like death.

21“They have heard that I sigh,
But no one comforts me.
All my enemies have heard of

my trouble;
They are gglad that You have

done it.
Bring on the hday You have

announced,
That they may become like me.

22“Let all their wickedness come
before You,

And ido to them as You have
done to me

For all my transgressions;
For my sighs are many,
And my heart is faint.”

II. The Day of the LORD’s Anger

2HOW the Lord has covered the
daughter of Zion

With a jcloud in His anger!
He kcast down from heaven to

the earth
The beauty of Israel,
And did not remember His

lfootstool
In the day of His anger.

2 The Lord has swallowed up and
has mnot pitied

All the dwelling places of Jacob.
He has thrown down in His

wrath
The strongholds of the daughter

of Judah;
He has brought them down to

the ground;
He has profaned the kingdom

and its princes.
3 He has cut off in fierce anger

Every horn of Israel;
*1:14 Following Masoretic Text and Targum;
Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read watched over.

1:15 winepress. A winepress is at times used to picture
divine judgment (Is. 63:3; Rev. 14:19–20; 19:15).

2:3 horn. The words “horn” and “horns” (OT, qeren; NT
keras) are used in Scripture both literally and figuratively. In
the latter sense at least three meanings appear: (1) strength in
general (Deut. 33:17); (2) arrogant pride (Ps. 75:4–5); and

(3) political and military power (Dan. 8:20–21).

Jacob: supplanter. The younger son of Isaac and Re-
bekah who tricked his brother Esau into selling him
his birthright. He deceived his father in order to re-
ceive the family blessing.



Therefore He has caused the
rampart and wall to lament;

They languished together.
9 Her gates have sunk into the

ground;
He has destroyed and broken

her bars.
Her kking and her princes are

among the nations;
The Law is no more,
And her prophets find lno

vision from the LORD.
10 The elders of the daughter of

Zion
Sit on the ground and keep

silence;
They throw dust on their heads
And gird themselves with

sackcloth.
The virgins of Jerusalem
Bow their heads to the ground.

11mMy eyes fail with tears,
My heart is troubled;
My bile is poured on the ground
Because of the destruction of

the daughter of my people,
Because the children and the

infants
Faint in the streets of the city.

12 They say to their mothers,
“Where is grain and wine?”

As they swoon like the wounded
In the streets of the city,
As their life is poured out
In their mothers’ bosom.

13 nHow shall I console you?
To what shall I liken you,
O daughter of Jerusalem?
What shall I compare with you,

that I may comfort you,
O virgin daughter of Zion?
For your ruin is spread wide as

the sea;
Who can heal you?

14 Your prophets have seen for you
False and odeceptive visions;
They have not puncovered your

iniquity,
To bring back your captives,
But have envisioned for you

false qprophecies and
delusions.

He has drawn back His aright
hand

From before the enemy.
He has blazed against Jacob like

a flaming fire
Devouring all around.

4 bStanding like an enemy, He has
bent His bow;

With His right hand, like an
adversary,

He has slain all who were
pleasing to His eye;

On the tent of the daughter of
Zion,

He has poured out His fury like
fire.

5 The Lord was like an enemy.
He has swallowed up Israel,

cHe has swallowed up all her
palaces;

He has destroyed her
strongholds,

And has increased mourning
and lamentation

In the daughter of Judah.
6 He has ddone violence to His

tabernacle,
As if it were a garden;
He has destroyed His place of

eassembly;
The LORD has caused
The appointed feasts and

Sabbaths to be forgotten in
Zion.

In His burning indignation He
has fspurned the king and
the priest.

7 The Lord has spurned His altar,
He has gabandoned His

sanctuary;
He has given up the walls of

her palaces
Into the hand of the enemy.
They have made a hnoise in the

house of the LORD
As on the day of a set feast.

8 The LORD has purposed to
destroy

The iwall of the daughter of
Zion.

He has jstretched out a line;
He has not withdrawn His hand

from destroying;
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2:6 tabernacle. Or booth, or hedge.



15 aAll who pass by clap their
hands at you;

They hiss and shake their heads
At the daughter of Jerusalem:

“ Is this the city that is called
‘The bperfection of beauty,
The joy of the whole earth’?”

16 All your enemies have opened
their mouth against you;

They hiss and gnash their
teeth.

They say, “We have swallowed
her up!

Surely this is the cday we have
waited for;

We have found it, we have seen
it!”

17 The LORD has done what He
dpurposed;

He has fulfilled His word
Which He commanded in days

of old.
He has thrown down and has

not pitied,
And He has caused an enemy

to rejoice over you;
He has exalted the horn of your

adversaries.
18 Their heart cried out to the

Lord,
“O wall of the daughter of Zion,
eLet tears run down like a river

day and night;
Give yourself no relief;
Give your eyes no rest.

19“Arise, cry out in the night,
At the beginning of the

watches;
fPour out your heart like water

before the face of the Lord.
Lift your hands toward Him
For the life of your young

children,
Who faint from hunger at the

head of every street.”
20“See, O LORD, and consider!

To whom have You done this?
gShould the women eat their

offspring,
The children they have

cuddled?*
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Should the priest and prophet

be slain
In the sanctuary of the Lord?

21“Young and old lie
On the ground in the streets;
My virgins and my young men
Have fallen by the hsword;
You have slain them in the day

of Your anger,
You have slaughtered and not

pitied.
22“You have invited as to a feast day

The terrors that surround me.
In the day of the LORD’S anger
There was no refugee or

survivor.
Those whom I have borne and

brought up
My enemies have idestroyed.”

III. The Nation’s Affliction and
God’s Faithfulness

Jeremiah shares his nation’s affliction

3I AM the man who has seen
jaffliction by the rod of His
wrath.

2 He has led me and made me
walk

In darkness and not in light.
3 Surely He has turned His hand

against me
Time and time again

throughout the day.
4 kHe has aged my flesh and my

skin,
And broken my bones.

5 He has besieged me
And surrounded me with

bitterness and woe.
6 lHe has set me in dark places

Like the dead of long ago.
7mHe has hedged me in so that I

cannot get out;
He has made my chain heavy.

8 nEven when I cry and shout,
He shuts out my prayer.

9 He has blocked my ways with
hewn stone;

He has made my paths crooked.
*2:20 Vulgate reads a span long.

2:17 word. Sometimes God must act in sovereign judg-
ment in order to fulfill His Word. Compare Lev. 26:16;
Deut. 28:15. horn. The words “horn” and “horns” (OT,
qeren; NT keras) are used in Scripture both literally and fig-

uratively. In the latter sense at least three meanings appear:
(1) strength in general (Deut. 33:17); (2) arrogant pride (Ps.
75:4–5); and (3) political and military power (Dan.
8:20–21).



Because His compassions fail
gnot.

23 hThey are new every morning;
Great is Your faithfulness.

24“The LORD is imy portion,” says
my soul,

“Therefore I jhope in Him!”
25 The LORD is good to those who

kwait for Him,
To the soul who seeks Him.

26 It is good that one should lhope
and mwait quietly

For the salvation of the LORD.
27 It is good for a man to bear

The yoke in his youth.
28 Let him sit alone and keep

silent,
Because God has laid it on him;

29 Let him put his mouth in the
dust—

There may yet be hope.
30 Let him give his cheek to the

one who nstrikes him,
And be full of reproach.

31 oFor the Lord will not cast off
forever.

32 Though He causes grief,
Yet He will show compassion
According to the multitude of

His mercies.
33 pFor He does not afflict willingly,

Nor grieve the children of men.
34 To crush under one’s feet

All the prisoners of the earth,
35 To turn aside the justice due a

man
Before the face of the Most

High,
36 Or subvert a man in his

cause—
qThe Lord does not approve.

37 Who is he who speaks and it
comes to pass,

When the Lord has not
commanded it?

38 Is it rnot from the mouth of the
Most High

That woe and well-being
proceed?

10 He has been to me a bear lying
in wait,

Like a lion in ambush.
11 He has turned aside my ways

and torn me in pieces;
He has made me desolate.

12 aHe has bent His bow
And set me up as a target for

the arrow.
13 He has caused the arrows of

His quiver
To pierce my loins.*

14 I have become the bridicule of
all my people—

Their taunting csong all the
day.

15 dHe has filled me with bitterness,
He has made me drink

wormwood.
16 He has also broken my teeth

with gravel,
And covered me with ashes.

17 You have moved my soul far
from peace;

I have forgotten prosperity.
18 And I said, “My strength and

my hope
Have perished from the LORD.”

19 Remember my affliction and
roaming,

The wormwood and the gall.
20 My soul still remembers

And sinks within me.
21 This I recall to my mind,

Therefore I have ehope.

Jeremiah speaks of God’s faithfulness
22 fThrough the LORD’S mercies we

are not consumed,
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*3:13 Literally kidneys

3:22 This beautiful passage (vv. 22–27) sounds a note of
hope and trust amid the gloom of the book. Even his grief
cannot blind the prophet to the abiding faithfulness of the
LORD (compare also vv. 31–33,40–41,55–58).

3:20 THINGS MOURNED FOR 
IN LAMENTATIONS

For the city of Jerusalem: 1:1–9; 2:1–2,8–9, 
15–16; 4:1

For the destruction of the temple: 1:10; 2:2–9
For lack of any comfort: 1:16–17,21
For personal loss 3:1–21
For the people of Judah 1:15–16,18; 2:9b– 

12, 20–21; 4:14–19; 
5:3–6,14–16

For victims of rape and torture: 5:11–12
For those taken into slavery: 5:8,13
For severe famine: 1:11,19; 2:19–20; 

4:3–5,7–10



39 Why should a living man
complain,

A man for the punishment of
his sins?

A call to self-judgment and confession
40 Let us search out and examine

our ways,
And turn back to the LORD;

41 Let us lift our hearts and hands
To God in heaven.

42 We have transgressed and
rebelled;

You have not pardoned.
43 You have covered Yourself with

anger
And pursued us;
You have slain and not pitied.

44 You have covered Yourself with
a cloud,

That prayer should not pass
through.

45 aYou have made us an
offscouring and refuse

In the midst of the peoples.
46 All our enemies

Have bopened their mouths
against us.

47 Fear and a snare have come
upon us,

Desolation and destruction.
48 My eyes overflow with rivers of

cwater
For the destruction of the

daughter of my people.
49 My eyes flow and do not cease,

Without interruption,
50 dTill the LORD from heaven

Looks down and sees.
51 My eyes bring suffering to my

soul
Because of all the daughters of

my city.

Jeremiah’s prison experience
52 My enemies without cause

Hunted me down like a bird.
53 They silenced* my life in the

pit
And threw stones at me.

54 The waters flowed over my
head;

I said, “I am cut off!”
55 e I called on Your name, O LORD,

From the lowest fpit.
56 You have heard my voice:

3:57

g James 4:8

h Is. 41:10,14;
Dan. 10:12

3:58

i Redemption (re-
deeming relative
type): v. 58;
Hos. 13:4. (Gen.
48:16; Is. 59:20,
note)

3:62

j v. 14

3:64

k Ps. 28:4; Jer.
11:20; 2 Tim.
4:14

4:1

l Cp. Ezek. 7:19-
22

4:2

m Is. 30:14; Jer.
19:11; 2 Cor.
4:7

3:45

a 1 Cor. 4:13

3:46

b Lam. 2:16

3:48

c Jer. 14:17; Lam.
2:11

3:50

d Is. 63:15

3:55

e Ps. 130:1; Jon.
2:2

f Jer. 38:6-13
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“Do not hide Your ear

From my sighing, from my cry
for help.”

57 gYou drew near on the day I
called on You,

And said, h“Do not fear!”
58 O Lord, You have pleaded the

case for my soul;
You have iredeemed my life.

59 O LORD, You have seen how I
am wronged;

Judge my case.
60 You have seen all their

vengeance,
All their schemes against me.

61 You have heard their reproach,
O LORD,

All their schemes against me,
62 The lips of my enemies

And their jwhispering against
me all the day.

63 Look at their sitting down and
their rising up;

I am their taunting song.
64 kRepay them, O LORD,

According to the work of their
hands.

65 Give them a veiled* heart;
Your curse be upon them!

66 In Your anger,
Pursue and destroy them
From under the heavens of the

LORD.

IV. Horrors of the Siege of Jerusalem

4HOW the gold has become
ldim!

How changed the fine gold!
The stones of the sanctuary are

scattered
At the head of every street.

2 The precious sons of Zion,
Valuable as fine gold,
How they are regarded as mclay

pots,
The work of the hands of the

potter!
3 Even the jackals present their

breasts
To nurse their young;
But the daughter of my people

is cruel,
Like ostriches in the wilderness.

*3:53 Septuagint reads put to death. *3:65 A
Jewish tradition reads sorrow of.



11 The LORD has fulfilled His fury,
gHe has poured out His fierce

anger.
He hkindled a fire in Zion,
And it has devoured its

foundations.
12 The kings of the earth,

And all inhabitants of the world,
Would not have believed
That the adversary and the

enemy
Could ienter the gates of

Jerusalem—
13 jBecause of the sins of her

prophets
And the iniquities of her

priests,
Who shed in her midst
The blood of the just.

14 They wandered blind in the
streets;

They have defiled themselves
with blood,

So that no one would touch
their garments.

15 They cried out to them,
“Go away, kunclean!

Go away, go away,
Do not touch us!”
When they fled and wandered,
Those among the nations said,

“They shall no longer dwell
here.”

16 The face* of the LORD scattered
them;

He no longer regards them.
The people do not respect the

priests
Nor show favor to the elders.

17 Still our eyes failed us,
Watching vainly for our help;
In our watching we watched
For a nation that could not save

us.
18 They tracked our steps

So that we could not walk in
our streets.

lOur end was near;
Our days were over,
For our end had come.

4 The tongue of the infant clings
To the roof of its mouth for

thirst;
The young children ask for

bread,
But no one breaks it for them.

5 Those who ate delicacies
Are desolate in the streets;
Those who were brought up in

scarlet
Embrace ash heaps.

6 The punishment of the iniquity
of the daughter of my
people

Is greater than the punishment
of the asin of Sodom,

bWhich was overthrown in a
moment,

With no hand to help her!
7 Her Nazirites* were brighter

than snow
And whiter than milk;
They were more ruddy in body

than rubies,
Like sapphire in their

appearance.
8 Now their appearance is

blacker than soot;
They go unrecognized in the

streets;
Their skin clings to their bones,
It has become as dry as wood.

9 Those slain by the sword are
better off

Than those who die of hunger;
For these cpine away,
Stricken for lack of the fruits of

the dfield.
10 The hands of the

compassionate ewomen
Have cooked their own

fchildren;
They became food for them
In the destruction of the

daughter of my people.

4:11

g Jer. 7:20

h Deut. 32:22; Jer.
21:14

4:12

i Jer. 21:13

4:13

j Jer. 5:31; 6:13;
14:14;
23:11,21;
32:32; Ezek.
22:26,28; Zeph.
3:4

4:15

k Cp. Lev. 13:45-
46

4:18

l Ezek. 7:2-3,6;
Amos 8:2

4:6

a Ezek. 16:48

b Gen. 19:24-25

4:9

c Lev. 26:39

d Jer. 16:4

4:10

e Deut. 28:56-57

f Deut. 28:53-55;
2 Kin. 6:29; Jer.
19:9; Lam. 2:20

1092 LAMENTATIONS 4:4–18

*4:7 Or nobles *4:16 Targum reads anger.

4:13 Verses 13–14 are a drastic example of the far-
reaching consequences of corrupt spiritual leadership.

Sodom: burning. A city located in the Valley of Siddim
known for its extreme wickedness and destroyed by
God with fire and brimstone. Only Lot and his family
survived the destruction.

Nazirites: A person or persons under a special vow to
dedicate themselves to the Lord. They did not cut their
hair, touch a dead body, drink wine or beer, or eat
any product of the grapevine.



19 Our pursuers were swifter
Than the eagles of the heavens.
They pursued us on the

mountains
And lay in wait for us in the

wilderness.
20 The breath of our nostrils, the

anointed of the LORD,
Was caught in their pits,
Of whom we said, “Under his

shadow
We shall live among the

nations.”
21 aRejoice and be glad, O daughter

of bEdom,
You who dwell in the land of

Uz!
The cup shall also pass over to

you
And you shall become drunk

and make yourself naked.
22 The punishment of your

iniquity is caccomplished,
O daughter of Zion;
He will no longer send you into

captivity.
He will dpunish your iniquity,
O daughter of Edom;
He will uncover your sins!

V. A Plaintive Prayer to the LORD

5REMEMBER, O LORD, what has
come upon us;

Look, and behold our reproach!
2 eOur inheritance has been

turned over to aliens,
And our houses to foreigners.

3 We have become orphans and
waifs,

Our mothers are like fwidows.
4 We pay for the water we drink,

And our wood comes at a price.
5 They pursue at our gheels;*

We labor and have no rest.
6 We have given our hand to the

Egyptians
And the hAssyrians, to be

satisfied with bread.
7 Our fathers sinned and are no

more,
But we bear their iniquities.

8 Servants rule over us;

5:11

i Is. 13:16; Zech.
14:2

5:13

j Judg. 16:21

5:14

k Jer. 7:34

5:15

l Amos 8:10

5:18

m Is. 27:10

5:19

n Ps. 9:7; 10:16;
29:10; 90:2;
102:12; 145:13;
Hab. 1:12

5:21

o Ps. 80:3,7,19;
Jer. 31:18

4:21

a Cp. Eccl. 11:9

b Ps. 83:3-6; Jer.
25:21,27; 49:7-
22

4:22

c Is. 40:2

d Ps. 137:7

5:2

e Ps. 79:1

5:3

f Jer. 15:8; 18:21

5:5

g Deut. 28:48; Jer.
28:14

5:6

h Jer. 2:18; Hos.
5:13
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There is none to deliver us

from their hand.
9 We get our bread at the risk of

our lives,
Because of the sword in the

wilderness.
10 Our skin is hot as an oven,

Because of the fever of famine.
11 They iravished the women in

Zion,
The maidens in the cities of

Judah.
12 Princes were hung up by their

hands,
And elders were not respected.

13 Young men jground at the
millstones;

Boys staggered under loads of
wood.

14 The elders have ceased
gathering at the gate,

And the young men from their
kmusic.

15 The joy of our heart has ceased;
Our dance has turned into

lmourning.
16 The crown has fallen from our

head.
Woe to us, for we have sinned!

17 Because of this our heart is
faint;

Because of these things our
eyes grow dim;

18 Because of Mount Zion which
is mdesolate,

With foxes walking about on it.
19 nYou, O LORD, remain forever;

Your throne from generation to
generation.

20 Why do You forget us forever,
And forsake us for so long a

time?
21 oTurn us back to You, O LORD,

and we will be restored;
Renew our days as of old,

22 Unless You have utterly
rejected us,

And are very angry with us!

*5:5 Literally necks

4:21 Uz. The name “Uz” is connected with Edom (Lam.
4:21). The residence of Eliphaz was Teman, generally
agreed as the place of that name in Edom. Uz was the ob-
ject of raids from Chaldea and Sabea (Job 1:15,17). It is
probable, therefore, that Uz included eastern Edom and
northern Arabia.

Assyrians: the people of Assyria who were a dreaded
enemy due to their ruthlessness in war.



Author: Theme: Date of writing: 
Ezekiel Judgment and Glory 6th Cent. B.C.

Background
Ezekiel, a priest whose name means God will strengthen, was among the Jewish exiles carried away to Babylon between
the first and final deportations of Judah (2 Kings 24:11–16). His book shows him as a man of stern integrity and strong
purpose, completely devoted to the practices of his priestly religion. Like Daniel and the Apostle John, he prophesied out-
side the land of Judah; and his prophecy, like theirs, follows the method of symbol and vision. Unlike the pre-exilic
prophets, whose ministry was primarily either to Judah or to the ten-tribe kingdom, or to both, Ezekiel was the voice of
the LORD to “the whole house of Israel.” In marked contrast with Jeremiah, all of the material in Ezekiel’s prophecy is
arranged in chronological order as God revealed it to him.

Speaking broadly, the purpose of Ezekiel’s ministry was to keep before the generation born in exile the national sins
which had brought Israel so low (for example, Ezekiel 14:23); to sustain the faith of the exiles by predictions of national
restoration, of the execution of justice upon their oppressors, and of national glory under the Davidic monarchy.

God’s Relationship with Man
Observe that the glory of the LORD departed from the city just before the destruction of Jerusalem (11:23); this glory will
return to Jerusalem in the millennial period (43:2). No Temple in Jerusalem has known the presence of the glory of God
in this manner since 586 B.C.

Outline
The book may be divided as follows:

I. The Call of Ezekiel 1:1—3:27
A. Ezekiel’s First Vision: The Glory of the Lord 1:1–28
B. Ezekiel Commissioned 2:1—3:27

II. Warnings of Judgment upon Jerusalem 4:1—24:27
A. Signs of Coming Judgment on Jerusalem Enacted by the Prophet 4:1—5:17
B. Predictions of Judgment and Departure of God’s Glory 6:1—24:27

III. Judgments upon the Gentile Nations 25:1—32:32
IV. Ezekiel’s Responsibility as Watchman 33:1–33
V. Predictions of Events to Take Place at the End of the Age,

When Israel is Again in Her Own Land 34:1—39:29
A. Restoration of God’s Flock Israel 34:1–31
B. Prophecy Against Edom 35:1–15
C. Restoration of Israel to the Land 36:1–38
D. Vision of Valley of Dry Bones: Israel’s Restoration 37:1–28
E. Prophecy Against Gog: Future Invasion of Palestine by 

Northern Confederacy 38:1—39:29
VI. The Millennial Temple and Its Worship 40:1—47:12

VII. The Division of the Land during the Millennial Age 47:13—48:35

THE BOOK OF

E Z E K I E L



I. The Call of Ezekiel, 1—3

Occasion of Ezekiel’s first vision:
the glory of the LORD

1NOW it came to pass in the thir-
tieth year, in the fourth month,

on the fifth day of the month, as I
was among the captives aby the Riv-
er Chebar, that the heavens were
bopened and I saw visions* of God.

2On the fifth day of the month,
which was in the fifth year of King
Jehoiachin’s captivity,

3the word of the LORD came ex-
pressly to Ezekiel the priest, the son
of Buzi, in the land of the Chal-
deans* by the River Chebar; and the
chand of the LORD was upon him
there.

4Then I looked, and behold, a
whirlwind was coming out of the
north, a great cloud with raging fire
engulfing itself; and brightness was
all around it and radiating out of its
midst like the color of amber, out of
the midst of the fire.

5Also from within it came the
likeness of four living creatures.
And this was their appearance: they
had the likeness of a man.

6Each one had four faces, and
each one had four wings.

7Their legs were straight, and the
soles of their feet were like the soles
of calves’ feet. They sparkled like
the color of burnished bronze.

1:9

d Ezek. 10:20-22

1:10

e Cp. Rev. 4:7

f Ezek. 10:14

g Cp. Num.
2:3,10,18,25

1:11

h Cp. Is. 6:2

1:12

i Ezek. 10:11

j v. 20

1:14

k Zech. 4:10

1:1

a v. 3; Ezek.
3:15,23; 10:15

b Matt. 3:16; Acts
7:56; Rev. 4:1

1:3

c 1 Kin. 18:46;
2 Kin. 3:15;
Ezek. 3:14,22;
8:1; 33:22;
37:1; 40:1
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8The hands of a man were under

their wings on their four sides; and
each of the four had faces and
wings.

9Their wings touched one anoth-
er. The creatures did not turn when
they went, but each one went
straight dforward.

10As for the e likeness of their
ffaces, geach had the face of a man;
each of the four had the face of a
lion on the right side, each of the
four had the face of an ox on the left
side, and each of the four had the
face of an eagle.

11Thus were their faces. hTheir
wings stretched upward; two wings
of each one touched one another,
and two covered their bodies.

12And each one iwent straight
forward; they went jwherever the
spirit wanted to go, and they did not
turn when they went.

13As for the likeness of the living
creatures, their appearance was like
burning coals of fire, like the ap-
pearance of torches going back and
forth among the living creatures.
The fire was bright, and out of the
fire went lightning.

14And the living creatures ran
back and forth, in kappearance like
a flash of lightning.

15Now as I looked at the living
creatures, behold, a wheel was on
*1:1 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and
Vulgate; Syriac and Targum read a vision.
*1:3 Or Babylonians, and so elsewhere in this book1:1 fourth month. This is the month of Tammuz in the

Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of June–July. For more information on the Hebrew
religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2. River Chebar.
A large canal between the Euphrates and Tigris Rivers.

Ezekiel: whom God will strengthen. A major prophet
who prophesied the fall of Jerusalem to the Jews in ex-
ile in Babylonia. His book of Ezekiel records many of
his visions as well as the hope of the coming Messiah.

1:2 fifth year. Approximately 593 B.C.
1:3 priest. Since Ezekiel was a priest, it is possible to

trace priestly indications throughout his prophecy. His vi-
sions of the divine glory (chs. 1 and 10) are reminiscent of
the Shekinah in the Mosaic system. The stages of the de-
parture of the glory (chs. 8—11) are described by one fa-
miliar with the priestly order. Chapters 40—48 are admit-
tedly couched in terms understandable only in the
framework of the Levitical appointments. Even details of
the priesthood, such as the prohibition against defilement
of the priest (4:13ff.), and the profanation of the Sabbath
(20:12ff.; 22:8) are found.

1:4 EZEKIEL’S VISION

In exile, far from the sight of the glory of God’s earthly
temple, surrounded by the pomp of idolatry, Ezekiel re-
ceived a vision of the majesty and wonder of God’s glo-
ry, showing that his God was more magnificent than
anything to be found in heathenism, and impressing on
his mind the greatness of the unseen God of Israel. The
vision indicated that the affairs of the world are not
directed by impersonal laws of nature, but by a living
Spirit (vv. 20–21). Above the babel of man’s plans, the
authoritative voice of God speaks (v. 24). The four faces
in the vision (v. 10) prefigure the four aspects in which
God would reveal Himself when He incarnated Himself
in human flesh as Messiah. On the right is the lion, sym-
bol of kingship (Matthew). On the left is the ox, symbol
of the Servant (Mark). The face of a man represents His
perfect humanity (Luke). The eagle, soaring overhead,
symbolizes His Deity (John). Compare also Rev. 4:7.



wings spread out straight, one to-
ward another. Each one had two
which covered one side, and each
one had two which covered the oth-
er side of the body.

24When they went, I heard the
noise of their fwings, like the gnoise
of many waters, hlike the voice of
the Almighty, a tumult like the noise
of an army; and when they stood
still, they let down their wings.

25A voice came from above the
firmament that was over their
heads; whenever they stood, they
let down their wings.

26And above the firmament over
their heads was the likeness of a
throne, in appearance i like a sap-
phire stone; on the likeness of the
throne was a likeness with the ap-
pearance of a man high above jit.

27Also from the appearance of His
waist and upward I saw, as it were,
the color of amber with the appear-
ance of fire all around within it; and
from the appearance of His waist
and downward I saw, as it were, the
appearance of fire with brightness
all around.

28kLike the appearance of a rain-
bow in a cloud on a rainy day, so
was the appearance of the bright-
ness all around it. This was the ap-
pearance of the likeness of the lglo-
ry of the LORD.

So when I saw it, mI fell on my
face, and I heard a voice of One
speaking.

Ezekiel commissioned

2AND He said to me, “Son of
man, nstand on your feet, and I

will speak to you.”

the earth beside each living crea-
ture with its four faces.

16The appearance of the wheels
and their workings was a like the
color of beryl, and all four had the
same likeness. The appearance of
their workings was, as it were, a
wheel in the middle of a wheel.

17When they moved, they went to-
ward any one of four directions; they
did not turn aside when they went.

18As for their rims, they were so
high they were awesome; and their
rims were bfull of eyes, all around
the four of them.

19When the living creatures
went, the wheels went beside
them; and when the living creatures
were lifted up from the earth, the
wheels were lifted up.

20Wherever the spirit wanted to
go, they went, because there the
spirit went; and the wheels were
lifted together with them, for the
spirit of the living creatures* was in
the wheels.

21When those went, these went;
when those cstood, these stood; and
when those were lifted up from the
earth, the wheels were lifted up to-
gether with them, for the spirit of
the living creatures* was in the
wheels.

22The likeness of the firmament
above the heads of the living crea-
tures* was like the color of an awe-
some dcrystal, stretched out eover
their heads.

23And under the firmament their

1:24

f Ezek. 3:13

g Ezek. 43:2; Rev.
1:15

h Job 37:4-5; Ps.
29:3-4; 68:33

1:26

i Ex. 24:10

j Ezek. 8:2

1:28

k Rev. 4:3; 10:1

l Ezek. 3:12,23

m Ezek. 3:23; Dan.
8:17; Acts 9:4;
Rev. 1:17

2:1

n Dan. 10:11

1:16

a Dan. 10:6

1:18

b Ezek. 10:12;
Rev. 4:6,8

1:21

c Cp. Num. 9:15-
23

1:22

d Rev. 4:6

e Ezek. 10:1
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*1:20 Literally living creature; Septuagint and
Vulgate read spirit of life; Targum reads creatures.
*1:21 Literally living creature; Septuagint and
Vulgate read spirit of life; Targum reads creatures.
*1:22 Following Septuagint, Targum, and Vulgate;
Masoretic Text reads living creature.

1:26 man. Evidently a Christophany. Compare Is. 6:1;
John 12:41.

2:1 Son of man. The expression “son of man” is a com-
mon Semitic way of indicating an individual man (Ps. 4:2;
57:4; 58:1; 144:3; Jer. 49:18,33; 50:40; 51:43). God ad-
dresses Ezekiel about ninety times by this title. In Dan.
7:13 the term is used to show that an actual man will
come in the clouds of heaven to receive a worldwide
kingdom. From this use in Daniel it came to refer to the

1:22 CHERUBIM

The living creatures are identified as the cherubim in
10:20. The cherubim are symbolic of God’s holy pres-
ence and unapproachability. They are celestial beings
who guard and vindicate the righteousness of God
(compare Gen. 3:24; Ex. 26:1,31; 36:8,35), the mercy
of God (compare Ex. 25:22; 37:9), and the government
of God (compare 1 Sam. 4:4; Ps. 80:1; 99:1; Ezek.
1:22,26). In the holy of holies God’s glory dwelt be-
tween the cherubim (Ps. 80:1; compare Ex. 25:10–22).
Some think that the living creatures of Rev. 4 are cher-
ubim (besides points of similarity, observe dissimilarity
to the cherubim in number of wings: Ezek. 1:6; 10:21;
Rev. 4:8; compare Is. 6:2). This dissimilarity may indi-
cate that these beings have power to appear in different
forms for purposes of symbolic revelation.



2Then the aSpirit bentered me
when He cspoke to me, and set me
on my feet; and I heard Him who
spoke to me.

3And He said to me: “Son of man,
I am sending you to the children of
Israel, to a rebellious nation that has
drebelled against Me; they and their
fathers have transgressed against
Me to this very day.

4“For they are impudent and
estubborn children. I am sending
you to them, and you shall say to
them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD.’

5“As for them, whether they hear
or whether they frefuse—for they
are a grebellious house—yet they
will know that a prophet has been
among them.

6“And you, son of man, do hnot be
afraid of them nor be afraid of their
words, though briers and thorns are
with you and you dwell among scor-
pions; do not be afraid of their words
or dismayed by their looks, though
they are a rebellious house.

7“You shall speak My words to
them, whether they hear or whether
they refuse, for they are rebellious.

8“But iyou, son of man, hear what
I say to you. Do not be rebellious
like that rebellious house; open your
mouth and jeat what I give you.”

9Now when I looked, there was a
hand stretched out to me; and be-
hold, a scroll of a book was in it.

10Then He spread it before me;
and there was writing on the inside
and on the outside, and written on
it were lamentations and mourning
and woe.

Ezekiel, God’s watchman

3MOREOVER He said to me,
“Son of man, eat what you find;

eat this scroll, and go, speak to the
house of Israel.”

2So I opened my mouth, and He
caused me to eat that scroll.

3And He said to me, “Son of man,
feed your belly, and fill your stom-
ach with this scroll that I give you.”
So I ate, and it was in my mouth
like honey in sweetness.

3:6

k Jon. 3:5-10

3:7

l John 15:20,23

3:9

m Is. 50:7; Jer.
1:18; 15:20;
Mic. 3:8

3:11

n Ezek. 2:5

3:12

o Holy Spirit (OT):
v. 12; Ezek.
3:14. (Gen. 1:2;
Zech. 12:10,
note)

p Ezek. 1:28; 8:4

3:13

q Ezek. 1:24; 10:5

3:14

r Holy Spirit (OT):
v. 14; Ezek.
3:24. (Gen. 1:2;
Zech. 12:10,
note)

s Cp. Jer. 20:9

t 2 Kin. 3:15;
Ezek. 1:3; 8:1;
37:1

3:15

u Job 2:13

3:16

v Jer. 42:7

2:2

a Holy Spirit (OT):
v. 2; Ezek. 3:12.
(Gen. 1:2; Zech.
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3:11; cp. Matt.
10:12-15
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h Is. 51:12; Jer.
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4Then He said to me: “Son of

man, go to the house of Israel and
speak with My words to them.

5“For you are not sent to a people
of unfamiliar speech and of hard
language, but to the house of Israel,

6“not to many people of unfamil-
iar speech and of hard language,
whose words you cannot under-
stand. Surely, had I sent you to
them, they would have klistened to
you.

7“But the house of Israel will not
listen to you, because they will lnot
listen to Me; for all the house of Is-
rael are impudent and hard-hearted.

8“Behold, I have made your face
strong against their faces, and your
forehead strong against their fore-
heads.

9m“Like adamant stone, harder
than flint, I have made your fore-
head; do not be afraid of them, nor
be dismayed at their looks, though
they are a rebellious house.”

10Moreover He said to me: “Son
of man, receive into your heart all
My words that I speak to you, and
hear with your ears.

11“And go, get to the captives, to
the children of your people, and
speak to them and tell them, ‘Thus
says the Lord GOD,’ whether they
hear, or whether they nrefuse.”

12Then the oSpirit lifted me up,
and I heard behind me a great thun-
derous voice: “Blessed is the pglory
of the LORD from His place!”

13I also heard the qnoise of the
wings of the living creatures that
touched one another, and the noise
of the wheels beside them, and a
great thunderous noise.

14So the rSpirit lifted me up and
took me away, and I went in sbitter-
ness, in the heat of my spirit; but
the thand of the LORD was strong
upon me.

15Then I came to the captives at
Tel Abib, who dwelt by the River
Chebar; and I sat where they sat,
and remained there astonished
among them useven days.

16Now it vcame to pass at the end

glorious Messiah, and in such a sense Jesus utilized it,
calling Himself “the Son of Man” nearly eighty times in
the Gospels.

3:3 So I ate. Compare Ezek. 2:10; Rev. 10:9. Whatever
its message, the Word of God is sweet to faith because it is
the Word of God.



with me and said to me: “Go, shut
yourself inside your house.

25“And you, O son of man, surely
they will put hropes on you and
bind you with them, so that you
cannot go out among them.

26“I will make your tongue cling
to the roof of your mouth, so that
you shall be imute and jnot be one
to rebuke them, for they are a kre-
bellious house.

27 l“But when I speak with you, I
will open your mouth, and you shall
say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord
GOD.’ He who hears, let him hear;
and he who refuses, let him refuse;
for they are a rebellious house.

II. Warnings of Judgment
on Jerusalem, 4—24

Signs of coming judgment of Jerusalem:
(1) the clay tablet

4“YOU also, son of man, take a
clay tablet and lay it before you,

and portray on it a city, Jerusalem.
2m“Lay siege against it, build a

nsiege wall against it, and heap up a
mound against it; set camps against
it also, and place battering rams
against it all around.

3“Moreover take for yourself an
iron plate, and set it as an iron wall
between you and the city. Set your
face against it, and it shall be obe-
sieged, and you shall lay siege
against it. This will be a psign to the
house of Israel.

4“Lie also on your left side, and
lay the iniquity of the house of Isra-
el upon it. According to the number
of the days that you lie on it, you
shall bear their iniquity.

5“For I have laid on you the years
of their iniquity, according to the
number of the days, three hundred

of seven days that the word of the
LORD came to me, saying,

17“Son of man, I have made you a
awatchman for the house of Israel;
therefore hear a word from My
mouth, and give them bwarning
from Me:

18“When I say to the wicked,
‘You shall surely die,’ and you give
him no warning, nor speak to warn
the wicked from his wicked way, to
save his life, that same wicked man
cshall die in his iniquity; but his
blood I will require at your hand.

19“Yet, if you warn the wicked,
and he does not turn from his
wickedness, nor from his wicked
way, he shall die in his iniquity;
dbut you have delivered your soul.

20“Again, when a righteous man
turns from his righteousness and
commits einiquity, and I lay a stum-
bling block before him, he shall die;
because you did not give him warn-
ing, he shall die in his sin, and his
righteousness which he has done
shall not be remembered; but his
blood I will require at your hand.

21“Nevertheless if you warn the
righteous man that the righteous
should not sin, and he does not sin,
he shall surely live because he took
warning; also you will have deliv-
ered your fsoul.”

22Then the hand of the LORD was
upon me there, and He said to me,
“Arise, go out into the plain, and
there I shall talk with you.”

23So I arose and went out into the
plain, and behold, the glory of the
LORD stood there, like the glory
which I saw by the River Chebar;
and I fell on my face.

24Then the gSpirit entered me
and set me on my feet, and spoke
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3:22 Arise, go out. Evidently this command to arise and
go to the plain where the LORD appeared to him, as at the
River Chebar, was given to Ezekiel after he had carried out
the commission of vv. 17–21 and the people had turned
against him. Then the LORD struck Ezekiel mute (v. 26), so
that he was obliged to communicate by symbolic actions.
Only when God had a special message to give through him
could he speak (v. 27). This condition continued until the
prophecy of judgment upon Jerusalem was fulfilled
(24:25–27; 33:21–22).

3:22,23 plain. Or valley. Ezek. 8:4.
4:1 take a clay tablet. The symbolic actions during the

prophet’s inability to speak were testimonies to the past
wickedness and chastisement of the house of Israel (the
whole nation), and prophetic of a coming seige. They are
therefore intermediate between the siege of 2 Kin.
24:10–16, at which time Ezekiel was carried to Babylon,
and the siege of 2 Kin. 25:1–11, eleven years later.

Jerusalem: founded in peace. The capital of David’s
kingdom and the religious center of Israel. Solomon
built a magnificent temple here. The city and temple
were destroyed and restored throughout Israel’s history.



and ninety days; so you shall bear
the iniquity of the house of Israel.

6“And when you have completed
them, lie again on your right side;
then you shall bear the iniquity of
the house of Judah forty days. I have
laid on you a day for each year.

7“Therefore you shall set your
face toward the siege of Jerusalem;
your arm shall be uncovered, and
you shall prophesy against it.

8“And surely I will arestrain you
so that you cannot turn from one
side to another till you have ended
the days of your siege.

(2) Defiled bread
9“Also take for yourself wheat,

barley, beans, lentils, millet, and
spelt; put them into one vessel, and
make bread of them for yourself.
During the number of days that you
lie on your side, three hundred and
ninety days, you shall eat it.

10“And your food which you eat
shall be by weight, twenty shekels
a day; from time to time you shall
eat it.

11“You shall also drink water by
measure, one-sixth of a bhin; from
time to time you shall drink.

12“And you shall eat it as barley
cakes; and bake it using fuel of hu-
man waste in their sight.”

13Then the LORD said, “So cshall
the children of Israel eat their de-
filed bread among the Gentiles,
where I will drive them.”

14So I said, d“Ah, Lord GOD! In-
deed I have never defiled myself
from my youth till now; I have nev-
er eaten what died of eitself or was
torn by beasts, nor has fabominable
flesh ever come into my mouth.”

15Then He said to me, “See, I am
giving you cow dung instead of hu-
man waste, and you shall prepare
your bread over it.”

16Moreover He said to me, “Son
of man, surely I will cut off the gsup-
ply of bread in Jerusalem; they shall
eat bread by weight and with anxi-
ety, and shall drink water by mea-
sure and with hdread,

17“that they may lack bread and
water, and be dismayed with one
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another, and iwaste away because of
their iniquity.

(3) The razor and the hair

5“AND you, son of man, take a
sharp sword, take it as a barber’s

razor, and jpass it over your head
and your beard; then take scales to
weigh and divide the hair.

2“You shall burn with fire one-
third in the midst of the kcity, when
the days of the siege are finished;
then you shall take one-third and
strike around it with the sword, and
one-third you shall scatter in the
wind: I will draw out a sword after
lthem.

3m“You shall also take a small
number of them and bind them in
the edge of your garment.

4“Then take some of them again
and throw them into the midst of
the fire, and burn them in the fire.
From there a fire will go out into all
the house of Israel.

5“Thus says the Lord GOD: ‘This
is Jerusalem; I have set her in the
midst of the nations and the coun-
tries all around her.

6‘She has rebelled against My
judgments by doing wickedness
more than the nations, and against
My statutes more than the countries
that are all around her; for they have
refused My judgments, and they
have not walked in My statutes.’

7“Therefore thus says the Lord
GOD: ‘Because you have multiplied
disobedience more than the nations
that are all around you, have not
walked in My statutes nor kept My
judgments, nor even done* accord-
ing to the judgments of the nations
that are all around you’—

8“therefore thus says the Lord
GOD: ‘Indeed I, even I, am against
you and will execute judgments in
your midst in the sight of the na-
tions.

9n‘And I will do among you what
I have never done, and the like of
which I will never do again, be-
cause of all your abominations.
*5:7 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint,
Targum, and Vulgate; many Hebrew manuscripts
and Syriac read but have done (compare 11:12).

4:5 days. Each day Ezekiel carried out this symbolism for a few hours.



3“and say, ‘O mountains of Israel,
hear the word of the Lord GOD! Thus
says the Lord GOD to the mountains,
to the hills, to the ravines, and to the
valleys: “Indeed I, even I, will bring a
sword against you, and I will nde-
stroy your high places.

4“Then your altars shall be deso-
late, your incense altars shall be
broken, and I will ocast down your
slain men before your idols.

5“And I will lay the corpses of the
children of Israel before their idols,
and I will scatter your pbones all
around your altars.

6“In all your dwelling places the
cities shall be laid waste, and the
high places shall be desolate, so that
your altars may be laid waste and
made desolate, your idols may be
broken and made to cease, your in-
cense altars may be cut down, and
your works may be abolished.

7“The slain shall fall in your
midst, and you shall know that I am
the LORD.

8“Yet I will leave a qremnant, so
that you may have some who es-
cape the sword among the nations,
when you are rscattered through
the countries.

9“Then those of you who escape
will sremember Me among the na-
tions where they are carried cap-
tive, because I was crushed by their
adulterous heart which has depart-
ed from Me, and by their eyes
which play the harlot after their
idols; they will t loathe themselves
for the evils which they committed
in all their abominations.

10“And they shall know that I am
the LORD; I have not said in vain
that I would bring this calamity
upon them.”

Idolaters to be slain
11 ‘Thus says the Lord GOD:

u“Pound your fists and stamp your
feet, and say, ‘Alas, for all the evil
abominations of the house of Israel!
For they shall vfall by the sword, by
famine, and by pestilence.

12‘He who is far off shall die by
the pestilence, he who is near shall
fall by the sword, and he who re-

10‘Therefore fathers shall eat their
sons in your midst, and sons shall
eat their fathers; and I will execute
judgments among you, and all of
you who remain I will ascatter to all
the winds.

11‘Therefore, as I live,’ says the
Lord GOD, ‘surely, because you have
bdefiled My sanctuary with all your
detestable things and with all your
abominations, therefore I will also
diminish you; cMy eye will not
spare, nor will I have any pity.

12‘One-third of you shall die of
the pestilence, and be consumed
with famine in your midst; and one-
third shall fall by the sword all
around you; and I will dscatter an-
other third to all the winds, and I
will draw out a sword after ethem.

13‘Thus shall My anger be spent,
and I will cause My fury to rest
upon them, and I will be favenged;
and they shall know that I, the
LORD, have gspoken it in My zeal,
when I have spent My fury upon
them.

14‘Moreover I will make you a
hwaste and a reproach among the
nations that are all around you, in
the sight of all who pass by.

15‘So it* shall be a ireproach, a
taunt, a j lesson, and an kastonish-
ment to the nations that are all
around you, when I execute judg-
ments among you in anger and in
fury and in furious rebukes. I, the
LORD, have spoken.

16‘When I send against them the
terrible arrows of famine which
shall be for destruction, which I will
send to destroy you, I will increase
the famine upon you and cut off
your supply of bread.

17‘So I will send against you
famine and wild lbeasts, and they
will bereave you. Pestilence and
blood shall pass through you, and I
will bring the sword against you. I,
the LORD, have spoken.’ ”

Idolaters to be punished;
a remnant to be spared (v. 8)

6NOW the word of the LORD
came to me, saying:

2“Son of man, set your face to-
ward the mmountains of Israel, and
prophesy against them,
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mains and is besieged shall die by
the famine. aThus will I spend My
fury upon them.

13‘Then you shall know that I am
the LORD, when their slain are
among their idols all around their al-
tars, bon every high hill, on all the
cmountaintops, dunder every green
tree, and under every thick oak,
wherever they offered sweet in-
cense to all their idols.

14‘So I will stretch out My hand
against them and make the land
desolate, yes, more desolate than
the wilderness toward Diblah, in all
their dwelling places. Then they
shall know that I am the LORD.’ ” ’ ”

Babylonian invasion near

7MOREOVER the word of the
LORD came to me, saying,

2“And you, son of man, thus says
the Lord GOD to the land of Israel:

‘An e end! The end has come
upon the four corners of
the land.

3 Now the end has come upon
you,

And I will send My anger
against you;

I will judge you faccording to
your ways,

And I will repay you for all your
abominations.

4 gMy eye will not spare you,
Nor will I have pity;
But I will repay your ways,
And your abominations will be

in your midst;
Then you shall hknow that I am

the LORD!’
5“Thus says the Lord GOD:

‘A disaster, a singular idisaster;
Behold, it has come!

6 An end has come,
The end has come;
It has dawned for you;
Behold, it has come!

7 Doom has come to you, you
who dwell in the land;

The jtime has come,
A day of trouble is near,
And not of rejoicing in the

mountains.
8 Now upon you I will soon pour

out My fury,
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And spend My anger upon you;
I will judge you according to

your ways,
And I will repay you for all your

abominations.
9 ‘My eye will not spare,

Nor will I have pity;
I will repay you according to

your ways,
And your abominations will be

in your midst.
Then you shall know that I am

the LORD who strikes.
10 ‘Behold, the day!

Behold, it has come!
Doom has gone out;
The rod has blossomed,
Pride has budded.

11 Violence has risen up into a rod
of wickedness;

None of them shall remain,
None of their multitude,
None of them;
Nor shall there be wailing for

them.
12 The ktime has come,

The day draws lnear.

‘Let not the buyer mrejoice,
Nor the seller nmourn,
For wrath is on their whole

multitude.
13 For the seller shall not return to

what has been sold,
Though he may still be alive;
For the vision concerns the

whole multitude,
And it shall not turn back;
No one will strengthen himself
Who lives in iniquity.

14 ‘They have blown the trumpet
and made everyone ready,

But no one goes to battle;
For My wrath is on all their

multitude.
15 The osword is outside,

And the pestilence and famine
within.

Whoever is in the field
Will die by the sword;
And whoever is in the city,
Famine and pestilence will

devour him.
16 ‘Those who psurvive will escape

and be on the mountains
Like doves of the valleys,



24 Therefore I will bring the
gworst of the Gentiles,

And they will possess their
houses;

I will cause the pomp of the
strong to cease,

And their holy places shall be
hdefiled.

25 Destruction comes;
They will seek peace, but there

shall be none.
26 Disaster will come upon

disaster,
And rumor will be upon rumor.

iThen they will seek a vision
from a prophet;

But the law will perish from
the priest,

And counsel from the elders.
27 ‘The king will mourn,

The prince will be clothed with
desolation,

And the hands of the common
people will tremble.

I will do to them according to
their way,

And according to what they
deserve I will judge them;

Then they shall know that I am
the LORD!’ ”

Another vision of glory

8 jAND it came to pass in the
sixth year, in the sixth month,

on the fifth day of the month, as I
sat in my house with the kelders of
Judah sitting before me, that the
hand of the Lord GOD fell upon me
there.

2Then I looked, and there was a
likeness, like the appearance of
fire—from the appearance of His
waist and downward, fire; and from
His waist and upward, like the ap-
pearance of brightness, like the col-
or of lamber.

3He stretched out the form of a
hand, and took me by a lock of my
hair; and the mSpirit nlifted me up

All of them mourning,
Each for his iniquity.

17 aEvery hand will be feeble,
And every knee will be as weak

as water.
18 They will also be bgirded with

sackcloth;
Horror will cover them;
Shame will be on every face,
Baldness on all their heads.

19 ‘They will throw their silver
into the streets,

And their gold will be like
refuse;

cTheir silver and their gold will
not be able to deliver them

In the day of the wrath of the
LORD;

They will not satisfy their souls,
Nor fill their stomachs,
Because it became their

stumbling block of iniquity.

The temple to be profaned
by Babylonians

20 ‘As for the beauty of his
ornaments,

He set it in majesty;
But they made from it
The images of their

abominations—
Their detestable things;
Therefore I have made it
Like refuse to them.

21 I will give it as dplunder
Into the hands of strangers,
And to the wicked of the earth

as spoil;
And they shall edefile it.

22 I will turn My face from them,
And they will defile My secret

place;
For robbers shall enter it and

defile it.
23 ‘Make a fchain,

For the land is filled with
crimes of blood,

And the city is full of violence.
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7:27 know that I am the LORD. Divine justice is one of
the evidences of the living God. Just as the LORD an-
nounces through Ezekiel that retribution upon the wicked
leaders of Israel will convince them that He is the LORD
(“they shall know that I am the LORD”), so in the final judg-
ment of the wicked the ultimate justice of God will leave
no doubt of His reality.

8:1 sixth year. Approximately 592 B.C. sixth month.

This is the month of Elul in the Hebrew religious calendar.
It correlates to the modern months of August–September.
For more information on the Hebrew religious calendar,
see the note at Lev. 23:2.

8:3 lock of my hair. It had been a year or more since
Ezekiel was required to shave off the hair of his head and
his beard, so that his hair had had ample time to grow in.
Compare Ezek. 1:1; 5:1.



between earth and heaven, and
brought me in visions of God to
Jerusalem, to the door of the north
gate of the inner court, awhere the
seat of the image of jealousy was,
bwhich provokes to jealousy.

4And behold, the cglory of the
God of Israel was there, like the vi-
sion that I saw in the plain.

The temple defiled
5Then He said to me, “Son of

man, lift your eyes now toward the
north.” So I lifted my eyes toward
the north, and there, north of the
altar gate, was this image of jealousy
in the entrance.

6Furthermore He said to me,
“Son of man, do you see what they
are doing, the great dabominations
that the house of Israel commits
here, to make Me go far away from
My sanctuary? Now turn again, you
will see greater abominations.”

7So He brought me to the door of
the court; and when I looked, there
was a hole in the wall.

8Then He said to me, “Son of
man, dig into the wall”; and when I
dug into the wall, there was a door.

9And He said to me, “Go in, and
see the wicked abominations which
they are doing there.”

10So I went in and saw, and
there—every esort of fcreeping
thing, abominable beasts, and all
the idols of the house of Israel, por-
trayed all around on the walls.

11And there stood before them
gseventy men of the elders of the
house of Israel, and in their midst
stood Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan.
Each man had a censer in his hand,
and a thick cloud of incense went
up.

12Then He said to me, “Son of
man, have you seen what the elders
of the house of Israel do in the dark,
every man in the room of his idols?
For they say, ‘The LORD does hnot
see us, the LORD has forsaken the
land.’ ”

13And He said to me, “Turn
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again, and you will see greater
abominations that they are doing.”

14So He brought me to the door of
the north gate of the LORD’S house;
and to my dismay, women were sit-
ting there weeping for Tammuz.

15Then He said to me, “Have you
seen this, O son of man? Turn
again, you will see greater abomina-
tions than these.”

16So He brought me into the in-
ner court of the LORD’S house; and
there, at the door of the temple of
the LORD, ibetween the porch and
the altar, were about j twenty-five
men with their backs toward the
temple of the LORD and their faces
toward the east, and they were wor-
shiping the ksun toward the east.

17And He said to me, “Have you
seen this, O son of man? Is it a triv-
ial thing to the house of Judah to
commit the abominations which
they commit here? For they have
filled the land with violence; then
they have returned to provoke Me
to anger. Indeed they put the
branch to their nose.

18“Therefore I also will act in
fury. My eye will not lspare nor will
I have pity; and though they mcry in
My ears with a loud voice, I will not
hear them.”

8:4 plain. Or valley. Ezek. 1:28; 3:22–23.
8:14 Tammuz. That is, the Greek Adonis.
8:17 put the branch to their nose. That is, an insulting

gesture.

8:3 EZEKIEL’S FOUR VISIONS

The four visions of ch. 8 emphasize the profanation of
God in the very temple set aside to His worship. Idola-
try was present and unchecked (vv. 5,10–11); women
were participating in the immoral cult of Tammuz; and
sun worshipers brazenly turned their backs to the tem-
ple (v. 16). 

Although Ezekiel was actually by the River Chebar
(1:1,3; 3:23; 10:15,20,22; 43:3), in a vision he was
transported back to Jerusalem. These profanations go-
ing on in the temple area were shown to the prophet so
that he might justify to the new generation, born and
growing up in Assyria and Babylon, the righteousness
of God in the present chastening. Because of sins like
these, past and present, the captivities were necessitat-
ed. This strain continues through the book to 33:21.

Interspersed with the various visions are promises of
restoration and blessing to be brought about by Israel’s
repentance. See Israel (Gen. 12:2–3; Rom. 11:26, note);
also Kingdom (OT) (Gen. 1:26–28; Zech. 12:6–8 and
note at v. 8).



has forsaken the land, and the LORD
does knot see!’

10“And as for Me also, My eye
will lneither spare, nor will I have
pity, but I will recompense their
deeds on their own head.”

11Just then, the man clothed with
linen, who had the inkhorn at his
side, reported back and said, “I
have done as You commanded me.”

Vision of God’s glory
departing from the temple at

Jerusalem (v. 18)

10AND I looked, and there in
the m firmament that was

above the head of the cherubim,
there appeared something like a
sapphire stone, having the appear-
ance of the likeness of a throne.

2Then He spoke to the man
nclothed with linen, and said, “Go
in among the wheels, under the
cherub, fill your hands with ocoals
of fire from among the cherubim,
and pscatter them over the city.”
And he went in as I watched.

3Now the cherubim were stand-
ing on the south side of the temple*

when the man went in, and the
qcloud filled the inner court.

4Then the glory of the LORD went
up from the cherub, and paused
over the threshold of the temple;
and the rhouse was filled with the
cloud, and the court was full of the
brightness of the LORD’S sglory.

5And the tsound of the wings of
the cherubim was heard even in the
outer court, like the uvoice of
Almighty God when He speaks.

6Then it happened, when He
commanded the man clothed in
linen, saying, “Take fire from
among the wheels, from among the
cherubim,” that he went in and
stood beside the wheels.

7And the cherub stretched out his
hand from among the cherubim to
the fire that was among the cheru-
bim, and took some of it and put it

Vision of the slaying in Jerusalem

9THEN He called out in my hear-
ing with a loud voice, saying,

“Let those who have charge over
the city draw near, each with a
deadly weapon in his hand.”

2And suddenly six men came
from the direction of the upper
gate, which faces north, each with
his battle-ax in his hand. One man
among them was clothed with
alinen and had a writer’s inkhorn at
his side. They went in and stood be-
side the bronze altar.

3Now the bglory of the God of Is-
rael had gone up from the cherub,
where it had been, to the threshold
of the temple.* And He called to the
man clothed with linen, who had
the writer’s inkhorn at his side;

4and the LORD said to him, “Go
through the midst of the city,
through the midst of Jerusalem, and
put a mark on the cforeheads of the
dmen who sigh and cry over all the
abominations that are done within
it.”

5To the others He said in my
hearing, “Go after him through the
city and ekill; do not let your eye
spare, nor have any pity.

6 f“Utterly slay old and young
men, maidens and little children
and women; but do not come near
anyone on whom is the mark; and
gbegin at My sanctuary.” So they be-
gan with the helders who were be-
fore the temple.

7Then He said to them, “Defile
the temple, and fill the courts with
the slain. Go out!” And they went
out and killed in the city.

8So it was, that while they were
killing them, I was left alone; and I
fell on my face and cried out, and
isaid, “Ah, Lord GOD! Will You de-
stroy all the remnant of Israel in
pouring out Your fury on Jerusalem?”

9Then He said to me, “The iniqui-
ty of the house of Israel and Judah is
exceedingly great, and the jland is
full of bloodshed, and the city full of
perversity; for they say, ‘The LORD
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*9:3 Literally house *10:3 Literally house, also
in verses 4 and 18

9:3 gone up from the cherub. It is noteworthy that to
Ezekiel the priest was given the vision of the glory of the
LORD departing (1) from the cherubim to the threshold of
the temple (v. 3; 10:4); (2) from the threshold (10:18);

(3) from temple and city to the mountain on the east of
Jerusalem, Olivet (11:23); and (4) returning to the millenni-
al temple to abide (43:2–5).

10:2 your hands. Literally the hollow of your hands.



into the hands of the man clothed
with linen, who took it and went
out.

8The cherubim appeared to have
the form of a man’s hand under
their awings.

9And when I looked, there were
bfour wheels by the cherubim, one
wheel by one cherub and another
wheel by each other cherub; the
wheels appeared to have the color
of a beryl stone.

10As for their appearance, all four
looked alike—as it were, a wheel in
the middle of a wheel.

11cWhen they went, they went
toward any of their four directions;
they did not turn aside when they
went, but followed in the direction
the head was facing. They did not
turn aside when they went.

12And their whole body, with
their back, their hands, their wings,
and the wheels that the four had,
were dfull of eyes all around.

13As for the wheels, they were
called in my hearing, “Wheel.”

14Each one had efour ffaces: the
first face was the face of a cherub,
the second face the face of a man,
the third the face of a lion, and the
fourth the face of an eagle.

15And the cherubim were lifted
up. gThis was the living creature I
saw by the River Chebar.

16When the cherubim went, the
wheels went beside them; and
when the cherubim lifted their
wings to mount up from the earth,
the same wheels also did not turn
from beside them.

17When the cherubim* stood still,
the wheels stood still, and when
one* was lifted up, the other* lifted
itself up, for the hspirit of the living
creature was in hthem.

18Then the glory of the LORD ide-
parted from the threshold of the
temple and stood over the cheru-
bim.

19And the cherubim lifted their
wings and mounted up from the
earth in my sight. When they went
out, the wheels were beside them;
and they stood at the door of the
jeast gate of the LORD’S house, and
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the glory of the God of Israel was
above them.

20kThis is the living creature I
saw under the God of Israel by the
River Chebar, and I knew they were
cherubim.

21Each one had four faces and
each one four wings, and the like-
ness of the hands of a man was un-
der their wings.

22And the likeness of their faces
was the same as the faces which I
had seen by the River Chebar, their
appearance and their persons. They
each went straight lforward.

Wicked leaders to be judged

11THEN the mSpirit lifted me
up and brought me to the

nEast Gate of the LORD’S house,
which faces eastward; and there at
the door of the gate were otwenty-
five men, among whom I saw Jaaza-
niah the son of pAzzur, and Pelatiah
the son of Benaiah, princes of the
people.

2And He said to me: “Son of man,
these are the men who qdevise iniq-
uity and give wicked counsel in this
city,

3“who say, ‘The time is not near
to build houses; this city is the cal-
dron, and we are the meat.’

4“Therefore prophesy against
them, prophesy, O son of man!”

5Then the rSpirit of the LORD fell
upon me, and said to me, “Speak!
‘Thus says the LORD: “Thus you
have said, O house of Israel; for I
sknow the things that come into
your mind.

6“You have tmultiplied your slain
in this city, and you have filled its
streets with the slain.”

7‘Therefore thus says the Lord
GOD: “Your slain whom you have
laid in its midst, they are the meat,
and this city is the ucaldron; but I
shall vbring you out of the midst of
it.

8“You have w feared the sword;
and I will bring a sword upon you,”
says the Lord GOD.

9“And I will bring you out of its
*10:17 Literally they * Literally they
* Literally they

10:12 body. Literally flesh.



18“And they will go there, and
they will take away all its hde-
testable things and all its abomina-
tions from there.

19“Then I will igive them one
heart, and I will jput a new spirit
within them,* and take the stony
heart out of their flesh, and give
them a heart of flesh,

20“that they may walk in My stat-
utes and keep My judgments and do
them; and kthey shall be My people,
and I will be their God.

21“But as for those whose hearts
follow the desire for their detestable
things and their abominations, I will
recompense their deeds on their
own heads,” says the Lord GOD.

Vision of glory departing from
Mount of Olives (cp. Ezek. 43:1–4)
22So the cherubim lifted up their

wings, with the wheels beside
them, and the glory of the God of Is-
rael was high above them.

23And the lglory of the LORD
mwent up from the midst of the city
and stood on the mountain, which
is on the east side of the city.

24Then the nSpirit took me up
and brought me in a vision by the
Spirit of God into Chaldea,* to those
in captivity. And the vision that I
had seen went up from me.

25So I spoke to those in captivity
of all the things the LORD had shown
me.

Sign of Ezekiel’s preparation for
moving; the prince to be taken captive

12NOW the word of the LORD
came to me, saying:

2“Son of man, you dwell in the
midst of a rebellious house, which
has eyes to see but does onot see,
and ears to hear but does onot hear;
for they are a rebellious house.

midst, and deliver you into the
hands of astrangers, and execute
judgments on you.

10b“You shall fall by the sword. I
will judge you at the border of Isra-
el. Then you shall know that I am
the LORD.

11“This city shall not be your cal-
dron, nor shall you be the meat in
its midst. I will judge you at the bor-
der of Israel.

12“And you shall know that I am
the LORD; for you have not walked
in My statutes nor executed cMy
judgments, but have done according
to the customs of the Gentiles
which are all around you.” ’ ”

13Now it happened, while I was
prophesying, that Pelatiah the son
of Benaiah died. Then I fell on my
face and cried with a loud voice,
and said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Will You
make a complete end of the rem-
nant of Israel?”

Promise of restoration of remnant
of Israel to the land

14Again the word of the LORD
came to me, saying,

15“Son of man, your brethren,
your relatives, your countrymen, and
dall the house of Israel in its entirety,
are those about whom the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem have said, ‘Get far
away from the LORD; this land has
been given to us as a possession.’

16“Therefore say, ‘Thus says the
Lord GOD: “Although I have cast
them far off among the Gentiles,
and although I have escattered them
among the countries, yet I shall be a
little fsanctuary for them in the
countries where they have gone.” ’

17“Therefore say, ‘Thus says the
Lord GOD: “I will ggather you from
the peoples, assemble you from the
countries where you have been
scattered, and I will give you the
land of Israel.” ’
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*11:19 Literally you *11:24 Or Babylon, and so
elsewhere in this book

11:16 sanctuary. Even in drastic judgment, as in the
case of the dispersion of Israel, God provides for His peo-
ple a place of refuge. This refuge, called here “a little sanc-
tuary,” is the LORD Himself (compare Ps. 90:1; 91:9; Is.
4:6). So with all of God’s own, Gentile as well as Jew, in
the midst of deserved judgment there is still a sanctuary of
refuge and peace in Him.

11:23 city. The departure of the divine glory (the visible

symbol of God’s presence) from the temple, marks the end
of the theocratic kingdom in OT history. On the mount of
transfiguration the glory of God was manifested to our
Lord’s disciples (Matt. 17:1–5; compare also John 1:14;
2 Cor. 4:6; James 2:1; 2 Pet. 1:16–18). The visible glory
will return when the kingdom is restored to Israel (Ezek.
43:1–7; Rev. 21:22–24).



3“Therefore, son of man, prepare
your belongings for acaptivity, and go
into captivity by day in their sight.
You shall go from your place into cap-
tivity to another place in their sight.
bIt may be that they will consider,
though they are a rebellious house.

4“By day you shall bring out your
belongings in their sight, as though
going into ccaptivity; and at evening
you shall go in their sight, like those
who go into captivity.

5“Dig through the wall in their
sight, and carry your belongings out
through it.

6“In their sight you shall bear
them on your shoulders and carry
them out at twilight; you shall cover
your face, so that you cannot see
the ground, for I have made you a
dsign to the house of Israel.”

7So I did as I was commanded. I
brought out my belongings by day,
as though going into captivity, and
at evening I dug through the wall
with my hand. I brought them out
at twilight, and I bore them on my
shoulder in their sight.

8And in the morning the word of
the LORD came to me, saying,

9“Son of man, has not the house
of Israel, the rebellious house, said
to you, e‘What are you doing?’

10“Say to them, ‘Thus says the
Lord GOD: “This fburden concerns
the prince in Jerusalem and all the
house of Israel who are among
them.” ’

11“Say, ‘I am a sign to you. As I
have done, so shall it be done to
them; they shall be carried away
into captivity.’

12“And the gprince who is among
them shall bear his belongings on
his shoulder at twilight and go out.
They shall dig through the wall to
carry them out through it. He shall
cover his face, so that he cannot see
the ground with his eyes.

13“I will also spread My net over
him, and hhe shall be caught in My
snare. I will bring him to Babylon,
to the land of the Chaldeans; yet he
shall inot see it, though he shall die
there.
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14“I will jscatter to every wind all

who are around him to help him,
and all his troops; and I will draw
out the sword after them.

15“Then they shall kknow that I
am the LORD, when I scatter them
among the nations and disperse
them throughout the countries.

16“But I will spare a few of their
men from the sword, from famine,
and from pestilence, that they may
declare all their abominations
among the Gentiles wherever they
go. Then they shall know that I am
the LORD.”

Full captivity near at hand
(cp. 2 Kin. 25:1–10)

17Moreover the word of the LORD
came to me, saying,

18“Son of man, eat your bread
with quaking, and drink your water
with trembling and lanxiety.

19“And say to the people of the
land, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD to the
inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the
land of Israel: “They shall eat their
bread with manxiety, and drink
their water with dread, so that her
land may be emptied of all who are
in it, because of the violence of all
those who dwell in it.

20“Then the cities that are inhab-
ited shall be laid waste, and the land
shall become desolate; and you shall
know that I am the LORD.” ’ ”

21And the word of the LORD came
to me, saying,

22“Son of man, what is this prov-
erb that you people have about the
land of Israel, which says, ‘The
ndays are prolonged, and every vi-
sion fails’?

23“Tell them therefore, ‘Thus says
the Lord GOD: “I will lay this prov-
erb to rest, and they shall no more
use it as a proverb in Israel.” But
say to them, “The odays are at hand,
and the fulfillment of every vision.

24“For no more shall there be any
pfalse vision or flattering divination
within the house of Israel.

25“For I am the LORD. I speak, and
the word which I speak will come
to pass; it will no more be post-

Babylon: The capital of the Babylonian Empire locat-
ed on the Euphrates River.

Chaldeans: The people of the region of Chaldea,
located near the Persian Gulf.



into the land of Israel. Then you
shall know that I am the Lord GOD.

10“Because, indeed, because they
have seduced My people, saying,
m ‘Peace!’ when there is no
npeace—and one builds a wall, and
they oplaster it with untempered
mortar—

11“say to those who plaster it with
untempered mortar, that it will fall.
There will be pflooding rain, and
you, O great hailstones, shall fall;
and a stormy wind shall tear it down.

12“Surely, when the wall has fall-
en, will it not be said to you,
‘Where is the mortar with which
you plastered it?’ ”

13Therefore thus says the Lord
GOD: “I will cause a stormy wind to
break forth in My fury; and there
shall be a flooding rain in My anger,
and great hailstones in fury to con-
sume it.

14“So I will break down the wall
you have plastered with untem-
pered mortar, and bring it down to
the ground, so that its foundation
will be uncovered; it will fall, and
you shall be consumed in the midst
of it. Then you shall qknow that I
am the LORD.

15“Thus will I accomplish My
wrath on the wall and on those who
have plastered it with untempered
mortar; and I will say to you, ‘The
wall is no more, nor those who plas-
tered it,

16‘that is, the prophets of Israel
who prophesy concerning Jerusa-
lem, and who rsee visions of peace
for her when there is no peace,’ ”
says the Lord GOD.

17“Likewise, son of man, set your
face against the daughters of your
people, who prophesy out of their
own heart; prophesy against them,

18“and say, ‘Thus says the Lord
GOD: “Woe to the women who sew
magic charms on their sleeves* and
make veils for the heads of people
of every height to hunt souls! sWill

poned; for in your days, O rebel-
lious house, I will say the aword and
bperform it,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

26Again the word of the LORD
came to me, saying,

27“Son of man, look, the house of
Israel is saying, ‘The vision that he
sees is c for many days from now,
and he prophesies of times far off.’

28“Therefore say to them, ‘Thus
says the Lord GOD: “None of My
words will be postponed any more,
but the word which I speak dwill be
done,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

Lying prophets condemned

13AND the word of the LORD
came to me, saying,

2“Son of man, prophesy eagainst
the prophets of Israel who prophe-
sy, and say to those who prophesy
out of their own fheart, ‘Hear the
word of the LORD!’ ”

3Thus says the Lord GOD: “Woe
to the foolish prophets, who follow
their own spirit and have seen noth-
ing!

4“O Israel, your prophets are like
foxes in the deserts.

5g“You have not gone up into the
gaps to build a wall for the house of
Israel to stand in battle on the day
of the LORD.

6“They have envisioned hfutility
and false divination, saying, ‘Thus
says the LORD!’ But the LORD has
inot sent them; yet they hope that
the word may be confirmed.

7“Have you not seen a futile vi-
sion, and have you not spoken false
divination? You say, ‘The LORD says,’
but I have not spoken.”

8Therefore thus says the Lord
GOD: “Because you have spoken
nonsense and envisioned lies,
therefore I am indeed against you,”
says the Lord GOD.

9“My hand will be jagainst the
prophets who envision futility and
who kdivine lies; they shall not be
in the assembly of My people, lnor
be written in the record of the
house of Israel, nor shall they enter
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*13:18 Literally over all the joints of My hands;
Vulgate reads under every elbow; Septuagint and
Targum read on all elbows of the hands.

12:25 for in your days. It must be borne in mind that,
although the prophet was in Babylon, he prophesied as
though he were in the land. This was during the eleven

years’ interval between the first and the final deportation.
See Ezek. 8:3, note.

13:10,11,14,15 untempered mortar. That is, whitewash.



you hunt the souls of My people,
and keep yourselves alive?

19“And will you profane Me
among My people for handfuls of
barley and a for pieces of bread,
killing people who should not die,
and keeping people alive who
should not live, by your lying to My
people who listen to lies?”

20 ‘Therefore thus says the Lord
GOD: “Behold, I am against your
magic charms by which you hunt
souls there like birds. I will tear
them from your arms, and let the
souls go, the souls you hunt like
birds.

21“I will also tear off your veils
and deliver My people out of your
hand, and they shall no longer be as
prey in your hand. Then you shall
know that I am the LORD.

22“Because with b lies you have
made the heart of the righteous sad,
whom I have not made sad; and you
have cstrengthened the hands of the
wicked, so that he does not turn
from his wicked way to save his life.

23“Therefore you shall no longer
envision d futility nor practice div-
ination; for I will deliver My people
out of your hand, and you shall
know that I am the LORD.” ’ ”

Idolatrous elders of Israel condemned

14NOW some of the elders of
Israel ecame to me and sat

before me.
2And the word of the LORD came

to me, saying,
3“Son of man, these men have set

up their idols in their hearts, and
put before them fthat which causes
them to stumble into iniquity.
Should I let Myself be ginquired of
at all by them?

4“Therefore speak to them, and
say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord
GOD: “Everyone of the house of Is-
rael who sets up his idols in his
heart, and puts before him what
causes him to stumble into iniquity,
and then comes to the prophet, I
the LORD will answer him who
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comes, according to the multitude
of his idols,

5“that I may seize the house of Is-
rael by their heart, because they are
all estranged from Me by their
idols.” ’

6“Therefore say to the house of
Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD:
“Repent, turn away from your idols,
and hturn your faces away from all
your abominations.

7“For anyone of the house of Isra-
el, or of the strangers who dwell in
Israel, who separates himself from
Me and sets up his idols in his heart
and puts before him what causes
him to stumble into iniquity, then
comes to a prophet to i inquire of
him concerning Me, I the LORD will
answer him by Myself.

8“I will jset My face against that
man and kmake him a sign and a
proverb, and I will cut him off from
the midst of My people. Then you
shall lknow that I am the LORD.

9“And if the prophet is induced to
speak anything, I the LORD have
m induced that prophet, and I will
stretch out My hand against him
and destroy him from among My
people Israel.

10“And they shall bear their iniq-
uity; the punishment of the prophet
shall be the same as the punish-
ment of the one who inquired,

11n“that the house of Israel may
no longer stray from Me, nor be
profaned anymore with all their
transgressions, but that they may be
My people and I omay be their
God,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

Jerusalem on no account to be spared
12The word of the LORD came

again to me, saying:
13“Son of man, when a land sins

against Me by persistent unfaithful-
ness, I will stretch out My hand
against it; I will cut off its supply of
bread, send famine on it, and cut off
man and beast from it.

14“Even if these three men,
Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it,
they would pdeliver only them-

14:14 Noah, Daniel, and Job. Many see here important
contemporaneous testimony to the historicity and charac-
ter of Daniel, who was still living when Ezekiel wrote.

Compare vv. 16,18,20; also Jer. 15:1. It is a tribute to Dan-
iel’s character that he, though still a young man, is linked
with Noah and Job.



have brought upon Jerusalem, all
that I have brought upon it.

23“And they will hcomfort you,
when you see their ways and their
doings; and you shall know that I
have done nothing iwithout cause
that I have done in it,” says the
Lord GOD.

Parable of the useless vine
(cp. Is. 5:1–24)

15THEN the word of the LORD
came to me, saying:

2“Son of man, how is the wood of
the jvine better than any other
wood, the vine branch which is
among the trees of the forest?

3“Is wood taken from it to make
any object? Or can men make a peg
from it to hang any vessel on?

4“Instead, it is thrown into the
kfire for fuel; the fire devours both
ends of it, and its middle is burned.
Is it useful for any work?

5“Indeed, when it was whole, no
object could be made from it. How
much less will it be useful for any
work when the fire has devoured it,
and it is burned?

6“Therefore thus says the Lord
GOD: ‘Like the wood of the lvine
among the trees of the forest, which
I have given to the fire for fuel, so I
will give up the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem;

7‘and I will mset My face against
them. They will go out from one
fire, but another fire shall devour
them. Then you shall know that I

selves by their righteousness,” says
the Lord GOD.

15“If I cause wild abeasts to pass
through the land, and they empty it,
and make it so desolate that no man
may pass through because of the
beasts,

16“even though these three men
were in it, as I live,” says the Lord
GOD, “they would deliver neither
sons nor daughters; only they would
be delivered, and the land would be
bdesolate.

17“Or if I bring a sword on that
land, and say, ‘Sword, go through
the land,’ and I ccut off man and
beast from it,

18“even though these three men
were in it, as I live,” says the Lord
GOD, “they would deliver neither
sons nor daughters, but only they
themselves would be delivered.

19“Or if I send a dpestilence into
that land and pour out My fury on it
in blood, and cut off from it man
and beast,

20“even though Noah, Daniel,
and Job were in it, as I live,” says
the Lord GOD, “they would deliver
neither son nor daughter; they
would deliver only themselves by
their righteousness.”

21For thus says the Lord GOD:
“How much more it shall be when I
send My efour severe judgments on
Jerusalem—the sword and famine
and wild beasts and pestilence—to
cut off man and beast from it?

22“Yet behold, there shall be left
in it a fremnant who will be
gbrought out, both sons and daugh-
ters; surely they will come out to
you, and you will see their ways and
their doings. Then you will be com-
forted concerning the disaster that I
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Noah: rest. A righteous, God-fearing man who obeyed
God’s order to build an ark thus saving himself, his
family and the living creatures on earth from a devas-
tating flood.

Daniel: God’s judge. A wise man and possibly a
prophet who lived at the same time as Ezekiel.

Job: one persecuted. A righteous man who probably
lived during the time of Abraham. He was tested by
Satan but remained faithful to God in spite of his af-
flictions and loss.

15:2 THE VINE

The vine, as described by Ezekiel, symbolizes unregen-
erate man in general and sinful Israel in particular. Just
as the vine wood is tough, twisted, unworkable, and fit
only for fuel, so Israel, recalcitrant in sin, is fit only for
judgment.

Whereas in ch. 15 (and in Is. 5 also) the vine pictures
only judgment, in John 15 Christ uses it to portray the liv-
ing union between Himself and the believer. Here the in-
trinsic worthlessness of the wood is wholly subordinated
to the single, positive function of the vine—that of bear-
ing fruit. Thus our Lord takes the figure of the vine wood,
representative in Ezekiel of humanity ruined in sin, and
transforms it into the parable of Himself as the Vine and
Christians as His branches, bearing fruit for Him.



am the LORD, when I set My face
against them.

8‘Thus I will make the land deso-
late, because they have persisted in
unfaithfulness,’ says the Lord GOD.”

The LORD’s grace to unfaithful
Jerusalem

16AGAIN the word of the LORD
came to me, saying,

2“Son of man, cause Jerusalem to
know her aabominations,

3“and say, ‘Thus says the Lord
GOD to Jerusalem: “Your birth and
your nativity are from the land of
Canaan; your father was an bAmo-
rite and your mother a Hittite.

4“As for your nativity, con the day
you were born your navel cord was
not cut, nor were you washed in
water to cleanse you; you were not
rubbed with salt nor wrapped in
swaddling cloths.

5“No eye pitied you, to do any of
these things for you, to have com-
passion on you; but you were
thrown out into the open field,
when you yourself were loathed on
the day you were born.

6“And when I passed by you and
saw you struggling in your own
blood, I said to you in your blood,
‘Live!’ Yes, I said to you in your
blood, ‘Live!’

7“I made you thrive like a plant in
the field; and you grew, matured,
and became very beautiful. Your
breasts were formed, your hair
grew, but you were naked and bare.

8“When I passed by you again
and looked upon you, indeed your
time was the time of d love; so I
spread My wing over you and cov-
ered your nakedness. Yes, I eswore
an oath to you and entered into a
fcovenant with you, and gyou be-
came Mine,” says the Lord GOD.

9“Then I washed you in water;
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yes, I thoroughly washed off your
blood, and I anointed you with oil.

10“I clothed you in embroidered
cloth and gave you sandals of badger
skin; I clothed you with fine linen
and covered you with silk.

11“I adorned you with ornaments,
put bracelets on your wrists, and a
chain on your neck.

12“And I put a jewel h in your
nose, earrings in your ears, and a
beautiful crown on your head.

13“Thus you were adorned with
gold and silver, and your clothing
was of fine linen, silk, and embroi-
dered cloth. You ate pastry of fine
flour, honey, and oil. You were ex-
ceedingly beautiful, and succeeded
to iroyalty.

14“Your fame went out among the
nations because of your jbeauty, for
it was perfect through My splendor
which I had bestowed on you,” says
the Lord GOD.

She becomes a harlot
15“But you trusted kin your own

beauty, lplayed the harlot because of
your fame, and poured out your har-
lotry on everyone passing by who
would have it.

16“You took some of your gar-
ments and adorned multicolored
mhigh places for yourself, and
played the harlot on them. Such
things should not happen, nor be.

17“You have also taken your beau-
tiful jewelry from My gold and My
silver, which I had given you, and
made for yourself male images and
played the harlot with them.

18“You took your embroidered
garments and covered them, and
you set My oil and My incense be-
fore them.

19“Also My food which I gave
you—the pastry of fine flour, oil,
and honey which I fed you—you set

16:3 Hittite. Until the twentieth century the Hittites
were unknown apart from the Bible. This once puzzling
reference to them has, however, been illuminated by the
findings of archaeology. From Egyptian monuments (Tell
el-Amarna Tablets) and the Assyrian texts, it has been
shown that these were the Kheta or Hatti. Expeditions in
the first dozen years of this century have revealed that Bog-
haz-koi in Asia Minor (east of Ankara, Turkey) was the cap-
ital of the Hittite Empire. Periods of Hittite prominence:

about 2000–1800 B.C. and about 1400–1200 B.C.
16:11 chain. That is, a necklace.
16:15 trusted. Trust is the characteristic OT word for

the NT “faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the
OT, and is the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to
take refuge (Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps.
22:8). played the harlot. An expression that, in the spiri-
tual realm, denotes worship of the gods of the nations.



high place in every street. Yet you
were not like a harlot, because you
scorned lpayment.

32“You are an adulterous wife,
who takes strangers instead of her
husband.

33“Men make payment to all har-
lots, but you made your mpayments
to all your lovers, and hired them to
come to you from all around for
your harlotry.

34“You are the opposite of other
women in your harlotry, because no
one solicited you to be a harlot. In
that you gave payment but no pay-
ment was given you, therefore you
are the opposite.”

Her judgment prophesied
35‘Now then, O harlot, hear the

word of the LORD!
36‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Be-

cause your filthiness was poured out
and your nakedness uncovered in
your harlotry with your lovers, and
with all your abominable idols, and
because of the blood of your chil-
dren which you gave to them,

37“surely, therefore, I will gather
all your n lovers with whom you
took pleasure, all those you loved,
and all those you hated; I will gath-
er them from all around against you
and will uncover your nakedness to
them, that they may see all your
nakedness.

38“And I will judge you oas
women who break wedlock or shed
blood are judged; I will bring blood
upon you in fury and jealousy.

39“I will also give you into their
hand, and they shall throw down
your shrines and break down your
high places. They shall also strip
you of your clothes, take your beau-
tiful jewelry, and leave you naked
and bare.

40“They shall also bring up an pas-
sembly against you, and they shall
stone you with stones and thrust
you through with their swords.

41“They shall qburn your houses
with fire, and execute judgments on
you in the sight of many women;
and I will make you cease playing
the harlot, and you shall no longer
hire lovers.

42“So I will lay to rrest My fury

it before them as sweet incense;
and so it was,” says the Lord GOD.

20“Moreover you took your sons
and your daughters, whom you bore
to Me, and these you asacrificed to
them to be devoured. Were your
acts of harlotry a small matter,

21“that you have slain My chil-
dren and offered them up to them
by causing them to pass through the
bfire?

22“And in all your abominations
and acts of harlotry you did not re-
member the days of your cyouth,
when you were naked and bare,
struggling in your blood.

23“Then it was so, after all your
wickedness—‘Woe, woe to you!’
says the Lord GOD—

24“that you also built for yourself
a shrine, and dmade a high place for
yourself in every street.

25“You built your high places at
the head of every road, and made
your beauty to be abhorred. You of-
fered yourself to everyone who
passed by, and multiplied your acts
of harlotry.

26“You also committed harlotry
with the eEgyptians, your very flesh-
ly neighbors, and increased your
acts of harlotry to fprovoke Me to
anger.

27“Behold, therefore, I stretched
out My hand against you, dimin-
ished your allotment, and gave you
up to the will of those who hate
you, the daughters of the gPhilis-
tines, who were hashamed of your
lewd behavior.

28“You also played the harlot with
the iAssyrians, because you were in-
satiable; indeed you played the har-
lot with them and still were not sat-
isfied.

29“Moreover you multiplied your
acts of harlotry as far as the land of
the trader, jChaldea; and even then
you were not satisfied.

30“How degenerate is your
heart!” says the Lord GOD, “seeing
you do all these things, the deeds of
a kbrazen harlot.

31“You erected your shrine at the
head of every road, and built your
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Assyrians: the people of Assyria who were a dreaded
enemy due to their ruthlessness in war.



toward you, and My jealousy shall
depart from you. I will be quiet, and
be angry no more.

43“Because you did not remem-
ber the days of your youth, but agi-
tated Me* with all these things,
surely I will also arecompense your
deeds on your own head,” says the
Lord GOD. “And you shall not com-
mit lewdness in addition to all your
abominations.

44“Indeed everyone who quotes
proverbs will use this proverb
against you: ‘Like mother, like
daughter!’

45“You are your mother’s daugh-
ter, loathing husband and children;
and you are the bsister of your sis-
ters, who c loathed their husbands
and children; your mother was a
Hittite and your father an Amorite.

46“Your elder sister is dSamaria,
who dwells with her daughters to
the north of you; and your younger
sister, who dwells to the south of
you, is Sodom and her daughters.

47“You did not walk in their ways
nor act according to their abomina-
tions; but, as if that were too little,
you became emore corrupt than
they in all your ways.

48“As I live,” says the Lord GOD,
“neither your sister fSodom nor her
daughters have done as you and
your daughters have done.

49“Look, this was the iniquity of
your sister Sodom: She and her
daughter had gpride, h fullness of
food, and abundance of i idleness;
neither did she strengthen the hand
of the poor and jneedy.

50“And they were haughty and
kcommitted abomination before
Me; therefore I took them away as I
saw fit.*

51“Samaria did not commit lhalf
of your sins; but you have multi-
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plied your abominations more than
they, and have justified your sisters
by all the abominations which you
have done.

52“You who m judged your sisters,
bear your own shame also, because
the sins which you committed were
more abominable than theirs; they
are more righteous than you. Yes,
be disgraced also, and bear your
own shame, because you justified
your sisters.

53n“When I bring back their cap-
tives, the captives of Sodom and her
daughters, and the captives of
Samaria and her daughters, then I
will also bring back the captives of
your captivity among them,

54“that you may bear your own
shame and be disgraced by all that
you did when you comforted them.

55“When your sisters, Sodom and
her daughters, return to their for-
mer state, and Samaria and her
daughters return to their former
state, then you and your daughters
will return to your former state.

56“For your sister Sodom was not
a byword in your mouth in the days
of your pride,

57“before your wickedness was
uncovered. It was like the time of
the oreproach of the daughters of
Syria* and all those around her, and
of the daughters of the Philistines,
who despise you everywhere.

58“You have paid for your lewd-
ness and your abominations,” says
the LORD.

59‘For thus says the Lord GOD: “I
will deal with you as you have done,
*16:43 Following Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and
Vulgate; Masoretic Text reads were agitated with
Me. *16:50 Vulgate reads you saw; Septuagint
reads he saw; Targum reads as was revealed to Me.
*16:57 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint,
Targum, and Vulgate; many Hebrew manuscripts
and Syriac read Edom.

16:45 Hittite. Until the twentieth century the Hittites
were unknown apart from the Bible. This once puzzling
reference to them has, however, been illuminated by the
findings of archaeology. From Egyptian monuments (Tell
el-Amarna Tablets) and the Assyrian texts, it has been
shown that these were the Kheta or Hatti. Expeditions in
the first dozen years of this century have revealed that Bog-
haz-koi in Asia Minor (east of Ankara, Turkey) was the cap-
ital of the Hittite Empire. Periods of Hittite prominence:
about 2000–1800 B.C. and about 1400–1200 B.C.

Samaria: guard. The capital of the northern kingdom
of Israel.

Sodom: burning. A city located in the Valley of Sid-
dim known for its extreme wickedness and destroyed
by God with fire and brimstone. Only Lot and his fam-
ily survived the destruction.

16:51,52 justified. That is, made them appear righ-
teous.



Brought forth branches,
And put forth shoots.

7“But there was another* great
eagle with large wings and
many feathers;

And behold, this vine bent its
roots toward him,

And stretched its branches
toward him,

From the garden terrace where
it had been planted,

That he might water it.
8 It was planted in good soil by

many waters,
To bring forth branches, bear

fruit,
And become a majestic vine.” ’

9“Say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD:

“Will it thrive?
iWill he not pull up its roots,
Cut off its fruit,
And leave it to wither?
All of its spring leaves will

wither,
And no great power or many

people
Will be needed to pluck it up

by its roots.
10 Behold, it is planted,

Will it thrive?
Will it not utterly wither when

the jeast wind touches it?
It will wither in the garden

terrace where it grew.” ’ ”

Zedekiah’s rebellion against
Nebuchadnezzar and its result
(2 Kin. 24:17–20; 25:1–10)

11Moreover the word of the LORD
came to me, saying,

12“Say now to the krebellious
house: ‘Do you not know what these
things mean?’ Tell them, ‘Indeed the
lking of Babylon went to Jerusalem
and took its king and princes, and
led them with him to Babylon.

13‘And he took the king’s moff-
spring, made a covenant with him,
and put him under oath. He also
took away the mighty of the land,

who despised the oath by breaking
the covenant.

Yet God will fulfill His covenants
60“Nevertheless I will aremember

My covenant with you in the days
of your youth, and I will establish
an beverlasting covenant with you.

61“Then you will remember your
ways and be cashamed, when you
receive your older and your younger
sisters; for I will give them to you
for daughters, but not because of
My covenant with you.

62“And I will destablish My cov-
enant with you. Then you shall
know that I am the LORD,

63“that you may eremember and
be ashamed, and fnever open your
mouth anymore because of your
shame, when I provide you an
atonement for all you have done,”
says the Lord GOD.’ ”

Parable of the two eagles (vv. 3,7)

17AND the word of the LORD
came to me, gsaying,

2“Son of man, pose a riddle, and
speak a hparable to the house of Is-
rael,

3“and say, ‘Thus says the Lord
GOD:

“A great eagle with large wings
and long pinions,

Full of feathers of various colors,
Came to Lebanon
And took from the cedar the

highest branch.
4 He cropped off its topmost

young twig
And carried it to a land of trade;
He set it in a city of merchants.

5 Then he took some of the seed
of the land

And planted it in a fertile field;
He placed it by abundant waters
And set it like a willow tree.

6 And it grew and became a
spreading vine of low
stature;

Its branches turned toward him,
But its roots were under it.
So it became a vine,

17:9

i Cp. 2 Kin. 25:7
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Hos. 13:15
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l v. 3; 2 Kin.
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m Jer. 37:1
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c Jer. 50:4-5;
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d Hos. 2:19-20
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e Ezek. 36:31-32

f Ps. 39:9; Rom.
3:19
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g Parables (OT):
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19:1. (Judg. 9:8;
Zech. 11:7,
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h Ezek. 20:49;
24:3
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*17:7 Following Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate;
Masoretic Text and Targum read one.

16:60 remember. It must ever be a source of encour-
agement to God’s people to have the assurance from His
Word that He remains faithful even when they themselves
are unfaithful (2 Tim. 2:13). There could be no hope of sal-

vation were this not true. covenant. In its first use in this
verse, the word “covenant” alludes to the Palestinian Cov-
enant (see Deut. 30:3, note); in its second usage, to the
New Covenant (see Heb. 8:8, note).



14‘that the kingdom might be
brought low and not lift itself up,
but that by keeping his covenant it
might stand.

15‘But he arebelled against him by
sending his ambassadors to Egypt,
that they might give him horses and
many people. Will he prosper? Will
he who does such things escape?
Can he break a covenant and still be
delivered?

16‘As I live,’ says the Lord GOD,
‘surely in the place where the king
dwells who made him king, whose
oath he despised and whose cov-
enant he broke—with him in the
midst of Babylon he shall bdie.

17c ‘Nor will Pharaoh with his
mighty army and great company do
anything in the war, dwhen they
heap up a siege mound and build a
wall to cut off many persons.

18‘Since he despised the oath by
breaking the covenant, and in fact
egave his hand and still did all these
things, he shall not escape.’ ”

19Therefore thus says the Lord
GOD: “As I live, surely My oath
which he despised, and My cov-
enant which he broke, I will recom-
pense on his own head.

20“I will spread My net over him,
and he shall be taken in My snare. I
will bring him to Babylon and try
him there for the treason which he
committed against Me.

21“All his fugitives* with all his
troops shall fall by the sword, and
those who remain shall be fscattered
to every wind; and you shall know
that I, the LORD, have spoken.”

22Thus says the Lord GOD: “I will
take also one of the highest
gbranches of the high cedar and set
it out. I will crop off from the top-
most of its young twigs a htender
one, and will iplant it on a high and
prominent mountain.

23“On the jmountain height of Is-
rael I will kplant it; and it will bring
forth boughs, and bear fruit, and be
a majestic cedar. lUnder it will dwell
birds of every sort; in the shadow of
its branches they will dwell.

24“And all the trees of the field
shall know that I, the LORD, have
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brought down the high tree and ex-
alted the low tree, dried up the
green tree and made the dry tree
mflourish; I, the LORD, have spoken
and have done it.”

God’s justice defended; personal
judgment for personal sin

18THE word of the LORD came
to me again, saying,

2“What do you mean when you
use this proverb concerning the
land of Israel, saying:

‘The fathers have eaten sour
grapes,

And the children’s teeth are set
on nedge’?

3“As I live,” says the Lord GOD,
“you shall no longer use this prov-
erb in Israel.

4“Behold, all souls are oMine;
The soul of the father
As well as the soul of the son is

Mine;
The psoul who sins shall die.

5 But if a man is q just
And does what is lawful and

right;
6 If he has not eaten on the

rmountains,
Nor lifted up his eyes to the

idols of the house of Israel,
Nor defiled his neighbor’s wife,
Nor approached a woman

sduring her impurity;
7 If he has not oppressed anyone,

But has restored to the debtor
his tpledge;

Has robbed no one by violence,
But has given his bread to the

uhungry
And covered the naked with

vclothing;
8 If he has not exacted wusury

Nor taken any increase,
But has withdrawn his hand

from iniquity
And executed true judgment

between man and man;
9 If he has walked in My statutes

*17:21 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate;
many Hebrew manuscripts and Syriac read choice
men; Targum reads mighty men; Septuagint omits
All his fugitives.

17:16 in the place where the king dwells. Nebuchadnezzar, who made Zedekiah king, reigned in Babylon.



Nor robbed by violence,
But has given his bread to the

hungry
And covered the naked with

clothing;
17 Who has withdrawn his hand

from the poor*

And not received usury or
increase,

But has executed My judgments
And walked in My statutes—
He shall not die for the iniquity

of his father;
He shall surely live!

18“As for his father,
Because he cruelly oppressed,
Robbed his brother by violence,
And did what is not good

among his people,
Behold, he shall die for his

iniquity.
19“Yet you say, ‘Why should the

son not bear the eguilt of the fa-
ther?’ Because the son has done
what is lawful and right, and has
kept all My statutes and observed
them, he shall surely live.

20“The fsoul who sins shall die.
The gson shall not bear the guilt of
the father, nor the father bear the
guilt of the son. The hrighteousness
of the righteous shall be upon him-
self, and the iwickedness of the
wicked shall be upon himself.

21“But if a wicked man j turns
from all his sins which he has com-
mitted, keeps all My statutes, and
does what is lawful and right, he
shall surely live; he shall not die.

22“None of the transgressions
which he has committed shall be re-
membered against him; because of
the righteousness which he has
done, he shall klive.

23 l“Do I have any pleasure at all
that the wicked should die?” says
the Lord GOD, “and not that he
should turn from his ways and
mlive?

24“But when a righteous man
turns away from his righteousness
and commits niniquity, and does ac-
cording to all the abominations that
the wicked man does, shall he live?
All the righteousness which he has

And kept My judgments
faithfully—

He is just;
He shall surely alive!”
Says the Lord GOD.

10“If he begets a son who is a
robber

Or a bshedder of blood,
Who does any of these things

11 And does none of those duties,
But has eaten on the mountains
Or defiled his neighbor’s wife;

12 If he has oppressed the poor
and needy,

Robbed by violence,
Not restored the pledge,
Lifted his eyes to the idols,
Or committed abomination;

13 If he has exacted usury
Or taken increase—
Shall he then live?
He shall not live!
If he has done any of these

abominations,
He shall surely die;
His cblood shall be upon him.

14“ If, however, he begets a son
Who sees all the sins which his

father has done,
And considers but does not do

dlikewise;
15 Who has not eaten on the

mountains,
Nor lifted his eyes to the idols

of the house of Israel,
Nor defiled his neighbor’s wife;

16 Has not oppressed anyone,
Nor withheld a pledge,
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13,16,27
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1116 EZEKIEL 18:10–24

*18:17 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and
Vulgate; Septuagint reads iniquity (compare verse 8).

18:24 ETERNAL SECURITY

This and similar passages in Ezekiel (e.g. 3:17–21;
33:10–20) have been understood by some to teach that
a Christian may lose his righteous standing before God.
But in support of the security of the believer it should be
observed that these passages in Ezekiel do not necessar-
ily teach the eternal loss of a saved person, because the
word “righteous” may refer to ceremonial religion (com-
pare Matt. 5:20) and not to “the righteousness which is
from God by faith” (compare Phil. 3:7–9).

Moreover, the punishment threatened may refer only
to physical death rather than to eternal death. In any
case, these texts in Ezekiel must be considered in the
light of such NT affirmations as John 10:28; Rom.
5:8–9; 8:38–39; Phil. 1:6; etc. that so clearly teach the
security of the believer.



done shall anot be remembered; be-
cause of the unfaithfulness of which
he is guilty and the sin which he
has committed, because of them he
shall bdie.

25“Yet you say, ‘The cway of the
Lord is not fair.’ Hear now, O house
of Israel, is it not My way which is
fair, and your ways which are not
fair?

26“When a righteous man turns
away from his righteousness, com-
mits iniquity, and dies in it, it is be-
cause of the iniquity which he has
done that he dies.

27“Again, when a wicked man
turns away from the wickedness
which he committed, and does
what is lawful and right, he pre-
serves himself alive.

28“Because he considers and
turns away from all the transgres-
sions which he committed, he shall
surely live; he shall not die.

29“Yet the house of Israel says,
‘The way of the Lord is not fair.’ O
house of Israel, is it not My ways
which are fair, and your ways which
are not fair?

30“Therefore I will judge you, O
house of Israel, every one according
to his ways,” says the Lord GOD.
d“Repent, and turn from all your
transgressions, so that iniquity will
not be your ruin.

31e“Cast away from you all the
transgressions which you have com-
mitted, and get yourselves a fnew
heart and a new spirit. For why
should you die, O house of Israel?

32g“For I have no pleasure in the
death of one who dies,” says the
Lord GOD. “Therefore turn and
hlive!”

Lament for the princes of Israel

19“MOREOVER take up a
ilamentation for the princes

of Israel,
2“and say:

‘What is your mother? A lioness:
She lay down among the lions;
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19:8

k 2 Kin. 24:2
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Among the young lions she

nourished her cubs.
3 She brought up one of her

cubs,
And he became a young lion;
He learned to catch prey,
And he devoured men.

4 The nations also heard of him;
He was trapped in their pit,
And they brought him with

chains to the land of jEgypt.
5 ‘When she saw that she waited,

that her hope was lost,
She took another of her cubs

and made him a young lion.
6 He roved among the lions,

And became a young lion;
He learned to catch prey;
He devoured men.

7 He knew their desolate places,*
And laid waste their cities;
The land with its fullness was

desolated
By the noise of his roaring.

8 kThen the nations set against
him from the provinces on
every side,

And spread their net over him;
He was trapped in their pit.

9 They put him in a cage with
chains,

And brought him to the king of
Babylon;

They brought him in nets,
That his voice should no longer

be heard on the mountains
of Israel.

10 ‘Your mother was like a vine in
your bloodline,*

Planted by the waters,
Fruitful and full of branches
Because of many waters.

11 She had strong branches for
scepters of rulers.

She towered in stature above
the thick branches,

*19:7 Septuagint reads He stood in insolence;
Targum reads He destroyed its palaces; Vulgate
reads He learned to make widows.
*19:10 Literally blood. Following Masoretic Text,
Syriac, and Vulgate; Septuagint reads like a flower on
a pomegranate tree; Targum reads in your likeness.

19:2 lioness. Symbol of Judah, Gen. 49:9; 1 Kin.
10:18–20.

19:3 young lion. Jehoahaz (Shallum), vv. 3-4; 2 Kin.
23:31–32; 2 Chr. 36:1–2; Jer. 22:10–12.

19:5 another of her cubs. Jehoiachin (Jeconiah, Coniah),

vv. 5–9; 2 Kin. 24:8–16; Jer. 22:24–30.
19:9 with chains. Literally with hooks.
19:10 vine. Symbol of Judah, Is. 5:1–7; Jer. 2:21; Ezek.

15:1–15.



in an oath to them, to gbring them
out of the land of Egypt into a land
that I had searched out for them,
h‘flowing with milk and honey,’ the
glory of all lands.

7“Then I said to them, ‘Each of
you, throw away the abominations
which are before his eyes, and do
not idefile yourselves with the idols
of Egypt. I am the LORD your God.’

8“But they rebelled against Me
and would not obey Me. They did
not all cast away the abominations
which were before their eyes, jnor
did they forsake the idols of Egypt.
Then I said, ‘I will pour out My fury
on them and fulfill My anger against
them in the midst of the land of
Egypt.’

9“But I kacted for My name’s
sake, that it should not be profaned
before the Gentiles among whom
they were, in whose sight I had
made Myself lknown to them, to
bring them out of the land of Egypt.

10“Therefore I made them go out
of the land of Egypt and brought
them into the wilderness.

11“And mI gave them My statutes
and showed them My judgments,
‘which, if a man does, he shall nlive
by them.’

12“Moreover I also gave them My
oSabbaths, to be a sign between
them and Me, that they might know
that I am the LORD who sanctifies
them.

13“Yet the house of Israel rebelled
against Me in the wilderness; they
did not walk in My statutes; they
despised My judgments, ‘which, if a
man does, he shall live by them’;
and they greatly defiled My Sab-
baths. Then I said I would pour out
My fury on them in the wilderness,
to consume them.

14“But I acted for My name’s
sake, that it should not be profaned
before the Gentiles, in whose sight I
had brought them out.

And was seen in her height
amid the dense foliage.

12 But she was aplucked up in fury,
She was cast down to the

ground,
And the east wind dried her

fruit.
Her strong branches were

broken and withered;
The fire consumed them.

13 And now she is planted in the
wilderness,

In a dry and thirsty land.
14 Fire has come out from a rod of

her branches
And devoured her fruit,
So that she has no strong

bbranch—a scepter for
ruling.’ ”

This is a lamentation, and has be-
come a lamentation.

God’s dealing with Israel vindicated

20IT came to pass in the csev-
enth year, in the fifth month,

on the tenth day of the month, that
certain of the elders of Israel came
to inquire of the LORD, and dsat be-
fore me.

2Then the word of the LORD came
to me, saying,

3“Son of man, speak to the elders
of Israel, and say to them, ‘Thus
says the Lord GOD: “Have you come
to inquire of Me? As I live,” says the
Lord GOD, “I will enot be inquired
of by you.” ’

4“Will you judge them, son of
man, will you judge them? Then
make known to them the abomina-
tions of their fathers.

5“Say to them, ‘Thus says the
Lord GOD: “On the day when I
fchose Israel and raised My hand in
an oath to the descendants of the
house of Jacob, and made Myself
known to them in the land of Egypt,
I raised My hand in an oath to them,
saying, ‘I am the LORD your God.’

6“On that day I raised My hand
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19:14 Fire. Zedekiah, vv. 10–14; 2 Kin. 24:17–20.
20:1 seventh year. Approximately 591 B.C. fifth month.

This is the month of Ab in the Hebrew religious calendar. It
correlates to the modern months of July–August. For more
information on the Hebrew religious calendar, see the note
at Lev. 23:2.

20:14 For My name’s sake expresses one of God’s mo-

tives in dealing with humanity. Although it means so little
to most men, the name of the LORD is infinitely precious to
Him. See 36:20, where the LORD says of unfaithful Israel,
“they profaned My holy name,” and the following verse,
where He says of Himself, “I had concern for My holy
name.” Consistent with His holiness, God is concerned to
vindicate the honor of His name.



15a“So I also raised My hand in an
oath to them in the wilderness, that
I would not bring them into the
land which I had given them, ‘flow-
ing with milk and honey,’ the glory
of all lands,

16“because they despised My judg-
ments and did not walk in My stat-
utes, but profaned My Sabbaths; bfor
their heart went after their idols.

17“Nevertheless My eye spared
them from destruction. I did not
make an end of them in the wilder-
ness.

18“But I said to their children in
the wilderness, ‘Do not walk in the
statutes of your fathers, nor observe
their judgments, nor defile your-
selves with their idols.

19‘I am the LORD your God: Walk
in My statutes, keep My judgments,
and do them;

20c‘hallow My Sabbaths, and they
will be a sign between Me and you,
that you may know that I am the
LORD your God.’

21“Notwithstanding, the dchil-
dren rebelled against Me; they did
not walk in My statutes, and were
not careful to observe My judg-
ments, ‘which, if a man does, he
shall live by them’; but they pro-
faned My Sabbaths. Then I said I
would pour out My fury on them
and fulfill My anger against them in
the wilderness.

22“Nevertheless I withdrew My
hand and acted for My name’s sake,
that it should not be profaned in the
sight of the Gentiles, in whose sight
I had brought them out.

23“Also I raised My hand in an
oath to those in the wilderness, that
I would escatter them among the
Gentiles and disperse them through-
out the countries,

24“because they had not execut-
ed My judgments, but had despised
My statutes, profaned My Sabbaths,
and their eyes were fixed on their
fathers’ idols.

25“Therefore I also fgave them up
to statutes that were not good, and
judgments by which they could not
live;

26“and I pronounced them un-
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clean because of their ritual gifts, in
that they caused all gtheir firstborn
to pass through the fire, that I might
make them desolate and that they
might know that I am the LORD.” ’

27“Therefore, son of man, speak to
the house of Israel, and say to them,
‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “In this too
your fathers have hblasphemed Me,
by being unfaithful to Me.

28“When I brought them into the
land concerning which I had raised
My hand in an oath to give them,
and they saw all the high hills and
all the thick trees, there they of-
fered their sacrifices and provoked
Me with their offerings. There they
also sent up their sweet aroma and
poured out their drink offerings.

29“Then I said to them, ‘What is
this high place to which you go?’ So
its name is called Bamah to this
day.” ’

30“Therefore say to the house of
Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD:
“Are you defiling yourselves in the
manner of your ifathers, and com-
mitting harlotry according to their
jabominations?

31“For when you offer your gifts
and make your sons pass through
the fire, you defile yourselves with
all your idols, even to this day. So
shall I be inquired of by you, O
house of Israel? As I live,” says the
Lord GOD, “I will knot be inquired
of by you.

32“What you have in your mind
shall never be, when you say, ‘We
will be like the Gentiles, like the
families in other countries, serving
wood and stone.’

God will establish Israel in her land
33“As I live,” says the Lord GOD,

“surely with a mighty hand, with an
outstretched arm, and with fury
poured out, I lwill mrule over you.

34“I will bring you out from the
peoples and gather you out of the
countries where you are scattered,
with a mighty hand, with an out-
stretched arm, and with fury poured
out.

35“And I will bring you into the
wilderness of the peoples, and there

20:29 Bamah. That is, High place. vv. 28-29; see Judg. 3:7 and 1 Kin. 3:2, notes.



ing to your corrupt doings, O house
of Israel,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

45Furthermore the word of the
LORD came to me, saying,

46“Son of man, set your face to-
ward the south; preach against the
south and prophesy against the for-
est land, the South,*

47“and say to the forest of the
South, ‘Hear the word of the LORD!
Thus says the Lord GOD: “Behold, I
will kindle a fire in you, and it shall
devour every green tree and every
dry tree in you; the blazing flame
shall not be quenched, and all faces
jfrom the south to the north shall be
scorched by it.

48“All flesh shall see that I, the
LORD, have kindled it; it shall not be
quenched.” ’ ”

49Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD!
They say of me, ‘Does he not speak
kparables?’ ”

Signs of the sighing prophet:
parable of the sword of the LORD

21AND the word of the LORD
came to me, saying,

2“Son of man, set your face to-
ward Jerusalem, lpreach against the
holy places, and prophesy against
the land of Israel;

3“and say to the land of Israel,
‘Thus says the LORD: “Behold, I am
magainst you, and I will draw My
sword out of its sheath and cut off
both nrighteous and wicked from
you.

4“Because I will cut off both righ-
teous and wicked from you, there-
fore My sword shall go out of its
sheath against oall flesh from south
to north,

5“that all flesh may know that I,
the LORD, have drawn My sword out
of its sheath; it shall not return any-
more.” ’

6p“Sigh therefore, son of man,
with a breaking heart, and sigh with
bitterness before their eyes.

7“And it shall be when they say
to you, ‘Why are you sighing?’ that

I will plead My case with you face
to face.

36 a“Just as I pleaded My case
with your fathers in the wilderness
of the land of Egypt, so I will plead
My case with you,” says the Lord
GOD.

37“I will make you bpass under
the rod, and I will bring you into
the bond of the ccovenant;

38“I will dpurge the rebels from
among you, and those who trans-
gress against Me; I will bring them
out of the country where they
dwell, but they shall not enter the
land of Israel. Then you will know
that I am the LORD.

39“As for you, O house of Israel,”
thus says the Lord GOD: e“Go, serve
every one of you his idols—and
hereafter—if you will not obey Me;
but profane My holy name no more
with your gifts and your idols.

40“For on My holy mountain, on
the mountain height of Israel,” says
the Lord GOD, “there fall the house
of Israel, all of them in the land,
shall serve Me; there I will gaccept
them, and there I will require your
offerings and the firstfruits of your
sacrifices, together with all your
holy things.

41“I will accept you as a sweet
aroma when I bring you out from
the peoples and gather you out of
the countries where you have been
scattered; and I will be hallowed in
you before the Gentiles.

42“Then you shall know that I am
the LORD, hwhen I bring you into
the land of Israel, into the country
for which I raised My hand in an
oath to give to your fathers.

43“And there you shall remember
your ways and all your doings with
which you were defiled; and you
shall iloathe yourselves in your own
sight because of all the evils that
you have committed.

44“Then you shall know that I am
the LORD, when I have dealt with
you for My name’s sake, not accord-
ing to your wicked ways nor accord-
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6; Rev. 20:12.



you shall answer, ‘Because of the
news; when it comes, every heart
will melt, all hands will be afeeble,
every spirit will faint, and all knees
will be weak as water. Behold, it is
coming and shall be brought to
pass,’ says the Lord GOD.”

8Again the word of the LORD
came to me, saying,

9“Son of man, prophesy and say,
‘Thus says the LORD!’ Say:

‘A bsword, a sword is sharpened
And also polished!

10 Sharpened to make a dreadful
slaughter,

Polished to flash like lightning!
Should we then make mirth?
It despises the scepter of My

son,
As it does all wood.

11 And He has given it to be
polished,

That it may be handled;
This sword is sharpened, and it

is polished
To be given into the hand of

the slayer.’
12“Cry and wail, son of man;

For it will be against My people,
Against all the cprinces of Israel.
Terrors including the sword

will be against My people;
Therefore strike your thigh.

13“Because it is a testing,
And what if the sword despises

even the scepter?
The scepter shall be no more,”

says the Lord GOD.
14“You therefore, son of man,

prophesy,
And dstrike your hands together.
The third time let the sword do

double damage.
It is the sword that slays,
The sword that slays the great

men,
That enters their private

chambers.
15 I have set the point of the

sword against all their
gates,

That the heart may melt and
many may stumble.

Ah! It is made bright;
It is grasped for slaughter:
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16“Swords at the ready!

Thrust right!
Set your blade!
Thrust left—
Wherever your edge is ordered!

17“I also will beat eMy fists
together,

And I will cause My ffury to
rest;

I, the LORD, have spoken.”

Jerusalem’s doom inevitable
18The word of the LORD came to

me again, saying:
19“And son of man, appoint for

yourself two ways for the sword of
the king of Babylon to go; both of
them shall go from the same land.
Make a sign; put it at the head of
the road to the city.

20“Appoint a road for the sword
to go to gRabbah of the Ammonites,
and to Judah, into h fortified Jeru-
salem.

21“For the king of Babylon stands
at the parting of the road, at the fork
of the two roads, to use divination:
he shakes the arrows, he consults
the images, he looks at the iliver.

22“In his right hand is the divina-
tion for Jerusalem: to set up batter-
ing rams, to call for a slaughter, to
lift the voice with shouting, to set
battering rams against the gates, to
heap up a siege mound, and to build
a wall.

23“And it will be to them like a
false divination in the eyes of those
who have sworn joaths with them;
but he will bring their iniquity to re-
membrance, that they may be taken.

24“Therefore thus says the Lord
GOD: ‘Because you have made your
iniquity to be remembered, in that
your transgressions are uncovered,
so that in all your doings your sins
appear—because you have come to
remembrance, you shall be taken in
hand.

No Davidic king till Messiah
comes to reign (vv. 26–27;

Rev. 19:11—20:6)
25‘Now to you, O kprofane,

wicked prince of Israel, whose day
has come, whose iniquity shall end,

26‘thus says the Lord GOD:



come; and she makes idols within
herself to defile herself.

4“You have become guilty by the
blood which you have kshed, and
have defiled yourself with the idols
which you have made. You have
caused your days to draw near, and
have come to the end of your years;
l therefore I have made you a re-
proach to the nations, and a mock-
ery to all countries.

5“Those near and those far from
you will mock you as infamous and
full of tumult.

6“Look, the mprinces of Israel:
each one has used his power to
shed blood in you.

7“In you they have nmade light of
father and mother; in your midst
they have oppressed the stranger; in
you they have mistreated the o fa-
therless and the widow.

8“You have despised My holy
things and profaned My Sabbaths.

9“In you are men who pslander to
cause bloodshed; in you are those
who eat on the mountains; in your
midst they commit lewdness.

10“In you men uncover their fa-
thers’ nakedness; in you they vio-
late women who are qset apart dur-
ing their impurity.

11“One commits abomination
with his rneighbor’s wife; another
lewdly defiles his sdaughter-in-law;
and another in you violates his sis-
ter, his father’s tdaughter.

12“In you they take ubribes to
shed blood; you take usury and in-
crease; you have made profit from
your neighbors by extortion, and
have vforgotten Me,” says the Lord
GOD.

13“Behold, therefore, I beat My
fists at the dishonest profit which
you have made, and at the blood-
shed which has been in your midst.

14“Can your heart endure, or can
your hands remain strong, in the
days when I shall deal with you?
I, the LORD, have spoken, and will
do it.

15“I will scatter you among the
nations, disperse you throughout

“Remove the turban, and take
off the crown;

Nothing shall remain the same.
Exalt the humble, and humble

the exalted.
27 aOverthrown, overthrown,

I will make it overthrown!
b It shall be no longer,
Until He comes whose right it

is,
And I will give it to cHim.” ’

28“And you, son of man, prophe-
sy and say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD
dconcerning the Ammonites and
concerning their reproach,’ and say:

‘A sword, a sword is drawn,
Polished for slaughter,
For consuming, for flashing—

29 While they see efalse visions for
you,

While they divine a lie to you,
To bring you on the necks of

the wicked, the slain
fWhose day has come,
Whose iniquity shall end.

30 ‘Return it to its sheath.
I will g judge you
In the place where you were

created,
In the hland of your nativity.

31 I will pour out My indignation
on you;

I will blow against you with the
fire of My wrath,

And deliver you into the hands
of brutal men who are
skillful to idestroy.

32 You shall be fuel for the fire;
Your blood shall be in the midst

of the land.
You shall not be remembered,
For I the LORD have spoken.’ ”

Sins of Israel enumerated

22MOREOVER the word of the
LORD came to me, saying,

2“Now, son of man, will you
judge, will you judge the bloody
city? Yes, show her all her abomina-
tions!

3“Then say, ‘Thus says the Lord
GOD: “The city sheds jblood in her
own midst, that her time may
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the countries, and remove your
filthiness completely from you.

16“You shall defile yourself in the
sight of the nations; then you shall
know that I am the LORD.” ’ ”

Parable of the dross in the furnace
17The word of the LORD came to

me, saying,
18“Son of man, the house of Israel

has become adross to Me; they are
all bronze, tin, iron, and lead, in the
midst of a bfurnace; they have be-
come dross from silver.

19“Therefore thus says the Lord
GOD: ‘Because you have all become
dross, therefore behold, I will gath-
er you into the midst of Jerusalem.

20‘As men gather silver, bronze,
iron, lead, and tin into the midst of
a furnace, to blow fire on it, to
cmelt it; so I will gather you in My
anger and in My fury, and I will
leave you there and melt you.

21‘Yes, I will gather you and dblow
on you with the fire of My wrath,
and you shall be melted in its midst.

22‘As silver is melted in the midst
of a furnace, so shall you be melted
in its midst; then you shall know
that I, the LORD, have epoured out
My fury on you.’ ”

Sins of the leaders and people
23And the word of the LORD came

to me, saying,
24“Son of man, say to her: ‘You

are a land that is fnot cleansed* or
rained on in the day of indignation.’

25“The gconspiracy of her proph-
ets* in her midst is like a roaring
lion tearing the prey; they have de-
voured people; they have taken
htreasure and precious things; they
have made many widows in her
midst.

26“Her ipriests have violated My
jlaw and kprofaned My holy things;
they have lnot distinguished be-
tween the holy and unholy, nor
have they made known the differ-
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ence between the unclean and the
clean; and they have hidden their
eyes from My Sabbaths, so that I am
profaned among them.

27“Her mprinces in her midst are
like wolves tearing the prey, to shed
blood, to destroy people, and to get
dishonest gain.

28“Her prophets plastered them
with untempered mortar, seeing
false visions, and divining nlies for
them, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord
GOD,’ when the LORD had not spo-
ken.

29“The people of the land have
used oppressions, committed rob-
bery, and mistreated the poor and
needy; and they wrongfully oop-
press the stranger.

30“So I sought for a man among
them who would make a wall, and
pstand in the gap before Me on be-
half of the land, that I should not de-
stroy it; but I found qno one.

31“Therefore I have poured out
My indignation on them; I have
consumed them with the fire of My
wrath; and I have recompensed
their deeds on their own heads,”
says the Lord GOD.

Parable of Oholah (Israel) and
Oholibah (Judah)

23THE word of the LORD came
again to me, rsaying:

2“Son of man, there were two
women,

The sdaughters of one mother.
3 They committed harlotry in

Egypt,
They committed harlotry in

their youth;
Their breasts were there

embraced,
Their virgin bosom was there

pressed.
*22:24 Following Masoretic Text, Syriac, and
Vulgate; Septuagint reads showered upon.
*22:25 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate;
Septuagint reads princes; Targum reads scribes.

22:28 untempered mortar. That is, whitewash.
22:30 Jeremiah was in Jerusalem at that time, but of

what value were his prayers for a people who would not
repent (Jer. 11:14; compare Ps. 66:18)?

23:3 harlotry. This dark parable of Oholah and Oholi-
bah unmasks the loathsome nature of unfaithfulness to

God and provides a corrective for any light view of aposta-
sy. The picture, revolting though it is, shows the awfulness
of spiritual adultery whereby the LORD’s people, who are
one with Him as bride with bridegroom, repudiate their
union with Him and give themselves to the service of the
world, the flesh, and the devil. Compare James 4:4.



Captains and rulers,
Clothed most gorgeously,
Horsemen riding on horses,
All of them desirable young

men.
13 Then I saw that she was defiled;

Both took the same way.
14 But she increased her harlotry;

She looked at men portrayed on
the wall,

Images of fChaldeans portrayed
in vermilion,

15 Girded with belts around their
waists,

Flowing turbans on their heads,
All of them looking like captains,
In the manner of the

Babylonians of Chaldea,
The land of their nativity.

16 As gsoon as her eyes saw them,
She lusted for them
And sent hmessengers to them

in Chaldea.
17“Then the Babylonians came to

her, into the bed of love,
And they defiled her with their

immorality;
So she was defiled by them,

and alienated herself from
them.

18 She revealed her harlotry and
uncovered her nakedness.

Then iI jalienated Myself from
her,

As I had alienated Myself from
her sister.

19“Yet she multiplied her harlotry
In calling to remembrance the

days of her youth,
When she had played the harlot

in the land of kEgypt.
20 For she lusted for her

paramours,
Whose flesh is like the flesh of

donkeys,
And whose issue is like the

issue of horses.
21 Thus you called to

remembrance the lewdness
of your youth,

When the lEgyptians pressed
your bosom

Because of your youthful
breasts.

4 Their names: Oholah the elder
and Oholibah her asister;

bThey were Mine,
And they bore sons and

daughters.
As for their names,
Samaria is Oholah, and

Jerusalem is Oholibah.
5“Oholah played the harlot even

though she was Mine;
And she lusted for her lovers,

the neighboring Assyrians,
6 Who were clothed in purple,

Captains and rulers,
All of them desirable young

men,
Horsemen riding on horses.

7 Thus she committed her
harlotry with them,

All of them choice men of
Assyria;

And with all for whom she
lusted,

With all their idols, she defiled
herself.

8 She has never given up her
harlotry brought from
Egypt,

For in her youth they had lain
with her,

Pressed her virgin bosom,
And poured out their

immorality upon her.
9“Therefore I have delivered her

Into the hand of her lovers,
Into the hand of the Assyrians,
For whom she lusted.

10 They cuncovered her
nakedness,

Took away her sons and
daughters,

And slew her with the sword;
She became a byword among

women,
For they had executed

judgment on her.
11“Now although her sister Ohol-

ibah saw this, she became dmore
corrupt in her lust than she, and in
her harlotry more corrupt than her
sister’s harlotry.
12“She lusted for the neighboring

eAssyrians,

23:14

f Jer. 50:2; Ezek.
8:10; 16:29

23:16

g Cp. v. 23; Is.
57:8

h Is. 57:9

23:18

i Jer. 6:8

j Ps. 78:59;
106:40; Jer.
12:8

23:19

k v. 3; Lev. 18:3

23:21

l Ezek. 16:26

23:4

a Jer. 3:6-7

b Ezek. 16:8,20;
see Hos. 2:2,
note

23:10

c Ezek. 16:37

23:11

d Ezek. 16:51-52

23:12

e Ezek. 16:28; cp.
2 Kin. 16:8,17-
18; 2 Chr.
28:19-25

1124 EZEKIEL 23:4–21

23:4 Oholah. Meaning (She has) her own tent. See 2 Chr. 10:16 and Hos. 1:10, notes. Oholibah. Meaning My tent
(is) in her. See 2 Kin. 17:23, note.



The Babylonian invasion
22“Therefore, Oholibah, thus says

the Lord GOD:

‘Behold, a I will stir up your
lovers against you,

From whom you have alienated
yourself,

And I will bring them against
you from every side:

23 The Babylonians,
All the Chaldeans,

bPekod, Shoa, Koa,
All the Assyrians with them,
All of them desirable young

men,
Governors and rulers,
Captains and men of renown,
All of them riding on horses.

24 And they shall come against
you

With chariots, wagons, and
war-horses,

With a horde of people.
They shall array against you
Buckler, shield, and helmet all

around.

‘I will delegate judgment to
them,

And they shall judge you
according to their
judgments.

25 I will set My c jealousy against
you,

And they shall deal furiously
with you;

They shall remove your nose
and your ears,

And your remnant shall fall by
the sword;

They shall take your sons and
your daughters,

And your remnant shall be
devoured by fire.

26 They shall also dstrip you of
your clothes

And take away your beautiful
jewelry.

27 ‘Thus I will make you cease your
lewdness and your harlotry

Brought from the land of Egypt,
So that you will not lift your

eyes to them,
Nor remember Egypt anymore.’
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28“For thus says the Lord GOD:

‘Surely I will deliver you einto the
hand of those you hate, into the
hand of those from whom fyou
alienated yourself.

29g‘They will deal hatefully with
you, take away all you have worked
for, and leave you naked and bare.
The nakedness of your harlotry shall
be uncovered, both your lewdness
and your harlotry.

30‘I will do these things to you be-
cause you have gone as a harlot af-
ter the Gentiles, because you have
become defiled by their idols.

31‘You have walked in the way of
your sister; therefore I will put her
hcup in your hand.’

32“Thus says the Lord GOD:

‘You shall drink of your sister’s
cup,

The deep and wide one;
iYou shall be laughed to scorn
And held in derision;
It contains much.

33 You will be filled with
drunkenness and sorrow,

The cup of horror and
desolation,

The cup of your sister Samaria.
34 You shall jdrink and drain it,

You shall break its shards,
And tear at your own breasts;
For I have spoken,’
Says the Lord GOD.

35“Therefore thus says the Lord
GOD:

‘Because you have kforgotten
Me and cast Me behind
your back,

Therefore you shall bear the
penalty

Of your lewdness and your
harlotry.’ ”

Judgment of Oholah and Oholibah
36The LORD also said to me: “Son

of man, will you judge Oholah and
Oholibah? Then ldeclare to them
their abominations.

37“For they have committed adul-
tery, and mblood is on their hands.
They have committed adultery with

23:35 Because you have forgotten Me. Whereas God
is faithful in remembering His covenant with His people

(see Ezek. 16:60, note), when they forget Him they must
expect chastening from Him (Heb. 12:6).



may be jtaught not to practice your
lewdness.

49‘They shall repay you for your
lewdness, and you shall pay for your
idolatrous sins. Then you shall
know that I am the Lord GOD.’ ”

Parable of the boiling pot

24AGAIN, in the kninth year,
in the tenth month, on the

tenth day of the month, the word of
the LORD came to me, saying,

2“Son of man, write down the
name of the lday, this very day—the
king of Babylon started his siege
against Jerusalem this very day.

3“And utter a mparable to the re-
bellious house, and say to them,
‘Thus says the Lord GOD:

“Put on a pot, set it on,
And also pour water into it.

4 Gather pieces of meat in it,
Every good piece,
The thigh and the shoulder.
Fill it with choice cuts;

5 Take the choice of the flock.
Also pile fuel bones under it,
Make it boil well,
And let the cuts simmer in it.”

6 ‘Therefore thus says the Lord
GOD:

“Woen to the bloody city,
To the pot whose scum is in it,
And whose scum is not gone

from it!
Bring it out piece by piece,
On which no olot has fallen.

7 For her blood is in her midst;
She set it on top of a rock;
She did not ppour it on the

ground,
To cover it with dust.

8 That it may raise up fury and
take vengeance,

I have set her blood on top of a
rock,

That it may not be covered.”
9 ‘Therefore thus says the Lord

GOD:

“Woeq to the bloody city!
I too will make the pyre great.

their idols, and even sacrificed their
asons whom they bore to Me, pass-
ing them through the fire, to devour
them.

38“Moreover they have done this
to Me: They have bdefiled My sanc-
tuary on the same day and profaned
My Sabbaths.

39“For after they had slain their
children for their idols, on the same
day they came into My sanctuary to
profane it; and indeed cthus they
have done in the midst of My house.

40“Furthermore you sent for men
to come from afar, to whom a dmes-
senger was sent; and there they
came. And you washed yourself for
them, epainted your eyes, and
adorned yourself with ornaments.

41“You sat on a stately couch,
with a table prepared before it, on
which you had fset My incense and
My oil.

42“The sound of a carefree multi-
tude was with her, and Sabeans
were brought from the wilderness
with men of the common sort, who
put bracelets on their wrists and
beautiful crowns on their heads.

43“Then I said concerning her
who had grown old in adulteries,
‘Will they commit harlotry with her
now, and she with them?’

44“Yet they went in to her, as men
go in to a woman who plays the har-
lot; thus they went in to Oholah and
Oholibah, the lewd women.

45“But righteous men will g judge
them after the manner of adulter-
esses, and after the manner of
women who shed blood, because
they are adulteresses, and blood is
on their hands.

46“For thus says the Lord GOD:
‘Bring up an assembly against them,
give them up to trouble and plunder.

47‘The assembly shall stone them
with hstones and execute them
with their swords; they shall islay
their sons and their daughters, and
burn their houses with fire.

48‘Thus I will cause lewdness to
cease from the land, that all women
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23:39 slain. That is, sacrificed.
23:42 Sabeans. Or drunkards. Hebrew uncertain.
24:1 ninth year. Approximately 589 B.C. tenth month.

This is the month of Tebeth in the Hebrew religious calen-

dar. It correlates to the modern months of December–Janu-
ary. For more information on the Hebrew religious calen-
dar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.



10 Heap on the wood,
Kindle the fire;
Cook the meat well,
Mix in the spices,
And let the cuts be burned up.

11“Then set the pot empty on the
coals,

That it may become hot and its
bronze may burn,

That its filthiness may be
amelted in it,

That its scum may be
consumed.

12 She has grown weary with lies,
And her great scum has not

gone from her.
Let her scum be in the fire!

13 In your bfilthiness is lewdness.
Because I have cleansed you,

and you were not cleansed,
You will cnot be cleansed of

your filthiness anymore,
dTill I have caused My fury to

rest upon you.
14 e I, the LORD, have spoken it;

f It shall come to pass, and I will
do it;

I will not hold back,
Nor will I spare,
Nor will I grelent;
According to your ways
And according to your deeds
They* will judge you,”
Says the Lord GOD.’ ”

Death of Ezekiel’s wife: a sign
15Also the word of the LORD came

to me, saying,
16“Son of man, behold, I take

away from you the desire of your
eyes with one stroke; yet you shall
hneither mourn nor weep, nor shall
your tears run down.

17“Sigh in silence, make no
mourning for the dead; bind your
turban on your head, and iput your
sandals on your feet; do not cover
your lips, and do not eat man’s
bread of sorrow.”

18So I spoke to the people in the
morning, and at evening my wife
died; and the next morning I did as
I was commanded.

19And the people said to me,
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j“Will you not tell us what these
things signify to us, that you kbe-
have so?”

20Then I answered them, “The
word of the LORD came to me, say-
ing,

21‘Speak to the house of Israel,
“Thus says the Lord GOD: ‘Behold, I
will lprofane My sanctuary, your ar-
rogant boast, the desire of your eyes,
the delight of your soul; and your
msons and daughters whom you left
behind shall fall by the sword.

22‘And you shall do as I have
done; you shall not cover your lips
nor eat man’s bread of sorrow.

23‘Your turbans shall be on your
heads and your sandals on your
feet; you shall neither mourn nor
weep, but you shall npine away in
your iniquities and mourn with one
another.

24‘Thus oEzekiel is a sign to you;
according to all that he has done
you shall do; and when this comes,
you shall know that I am the Lord
GOD.’ ”

25 ‘And you, son of man—will it
not be in the day when I take from
them their stronghold, their joy and
their glory, the desire of their eyes,
and that on which they set their
minds, their sons and their daugh-
ters:

26‘that on that day one who pes-
capes will come to you to let you
hear it with your ears?

27‘On that day your mouth will be
qopened to him who has escaped;
you shall speak and no longer be
rmute. Thus you will be a ssign to
them, and they shall know that I am
the LORD.’ ”

III. Judgments on the
Gentile Nations, 25—32

Prophecy against Ammon

25THE word of the LORD came
to me, saying,

2“Son of man, set your face
against the tAmmonites, and proph-
esy against them.
*24:14 Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate
read I.

25:2 Ammonites. During the course of the seige of Jerusalem, Ezekiel turned his attention entirely to prophecies con-
cerning foreign nations (25:1—32:32).



monites may not be remembered
among the nations.

11“And I will execute judgments
upon Moab, and they shall know
that I am the LORD.”

Prophecy against Edom
12‘Thus says the Lord GOD: g“Be-

cause of what hEdom did against the
house of Judah by taking vengeance,
and has greatly offended by aveng-
ing itself on them,”

13‘therefore thus says the Lord
GOD: “I will also stretch out My
hand against Edom, cut off man and
beast from it, and make it desolate
from Teman; Dedan shall fall by the
sword.

14“I will lay My vengeance on
Edom by the hand of My people Is-
rael, that they may do in Edom ac-
cording to My anger and according
to My fury; and they shall know My
vengeance,” says the Lord GOD.

Prophecy against Philistia
15‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Be-

cause the iPhilistines dealt vengeful-
ly and took vengeance with a spite-
ful heart, to destroy because of the
old hatred,”

16‘therefore thus says the Lord
GOD: “I will stretch out My hand
against the Philistines, and I will cut
off the Cherethites and destroy the
remnant of the seacoast.

17“I will execute great vengeance
on them with furious rebukes; and
they shall jknow that I am the LORD,
when I lay My vengeance upon
them.” ’ ”

Judgment on Tyre

26AND it came to pass in the
keleventh year, on the first

day of the month, that the word of
the LORD came to me, saying,

3“Say to the Ammonites, ‘Hear
the word of the Lord GOD! Thus
says the Lord GOD: a“Because you
said, ‘Aha!’ against My sanctuary
when it was profaned, and against
the land of Israel when it was deso-
late, and against the house of Judah
when they went into captivity,

4“indeed, therefore, I will deliver
you as a possession to the bmen of
the East, and they shall set their en-
campments among you and make
their dwellings among you; they
shall eat your fruit, and they shall
drink your milk.

5“And I will make Rabbah a sta-
ble for camels and Ammon a resting
place for flocks. Then you shall
know that I am the LORD.”

6‘For thus says the Lord GOD:
c“Because you clapped your hands,
stamped your feet, and rejoiced in
heart with all your disdain for the
land of Israel,

7“indeed, therefore, I will stretch
out My hand against you, and give
you as plunder to the dnations; I
will cut you off from the peoples,
and I will cause you to perish from
the countries; I will destroy you,
and you shall know that I am the
LORD.”

Prophecy against Moab
8 ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Be-

cause eMoab and Seir say, ‘Look!
The house of Judah is like all the na-
tions,’

9“therefore, behold, I will clear
the territory of Moab of cities, of the
cities on its frontier, the glory of the
country, Beth Jeshimoth, Baal
Meon, and fKirjathaim.

10“To the men of the East I will
give it as a possession, together
with the Ammonites, that the Am-
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Ammonites: The people of the country of Ammon, lo-
cated east of the Jordan River.

Moab: progeny of a father. The region outside of Isra-
el, located south of the Arnon River and east of the
Dead Sea.

25:8 Thus says the Lord GOD. The prophecies upon
Gentile powers (see v. 2, note) have doubtless had partial
fulfillments of which history and the present condition of

those cities and countries bear witness, but the mention of
the day of the LORD (30:3) makes it evident that a fulfill-
ment in the final sense is still future. See Day of the LORD
(Is. 2:10–22; Joel 1:15 and Rev. 19:19, notes); also Ar-
mageddon (Rev. 16:13–16; 19:17, note). Those countries
are once more to be the battleground of the nations.

25:15 The Philistines’ sustained animosity toward Israel,
remembered chiefly from Goliath’s challenge to David, re-
quired God’s judgment upon them.

26:1 eleventh year. Approximately 587 B.C.



2“Son of man, abecause Tyre has
said against Jerusalem, b‘Aha! She is
broken who was the gateway of the
peoples; now she is turned over to
me; I shall be filled; she is laid
waste.’

3“Therefore thus says the Lord
GOD: ‘Behold, I am against you, O
Tyre, and will cause many nations
to come up against you, as the sea
causes its waves to come up.

4‘And they shall destroy the walls
of Tyre and break down her towers;
I will also scrape her dust from her,
and make her like the top of a rock.

5‘It shall be a place for spreading
nets in the midst of the sea, for I
have spoken,’ says the Lord GOD; ‘it
shall become plunder for the na-
tions.

6‘Also her daughter villages
which are in the fields shall be slain
by the sword. Then they shall know
that I am the LORD.’

7“For thus says the Lord GOD:
‘Behold, I will bring against Tyre
from the north cNebuchadnezzar*

king of Babylon, dking of kings, with
horses, with chariots, and with
horsemen, and an army with many
people.

8‘He will slay with the sword
your daughter villages in the fields;
he will heap up a siege mound
against you, build a wall against
you, and raise a defense against you.

9‘He will direct his battering rams
against your walls, and with his axes
he will break down your towers.

10‘Because of the abundance of
his horses, their dust will cover you;
your walls will shake at the noise of
the horsemen, the wagons, and the
chariots, when he enters your gates,
as men enter a city that has been
breached.

11‘With the hooves of his ehorses
he will trample all your streets; he
will slay your people by the sword,
and your strong pillars will fall to
the ground.

12‘They will plunder your riches
and pillage your merchandise; they
will break down your walls and de-
stroy your pleasant houses; they will
lay your stones, your timber, and
your soil in the fmidst of the water.

13‘I will put an end to the gsound
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of your songs, and the sound of your
harps shall be heard no more.

14‘I will make you like the top of a
rock; you shall be a place for spread-
ing nets, and you shall never be re-
built, for I the LORD have spoken,’
says the Lord GOD.

15“Thus says the Lord GOD to
Tyre: ‘Will the hcoastlands not shake
at the sound of your fall, when the
wounded cry, when slaughter is
made in the midst of you?

16‘Then all the iprinces of the sea
will come down from their thrones,
lay aside their robes, and take off
their embroidered garments; they
will clothe themselves with trem-
bling; they will sit on the ground,
jtremble every moment, and be kas-
tonished at you.

17‘And they will take up a llamen-
tation for you, and say to you:

“How you have perished,
O one inhabited by seafaring

men,
O renowned city,
Who was mstrong at sea,
She and her inhabitants,
Who caused their terror to be

on all her inhabitants!
18 Now the ncoastlands tremble

on the day of your fall;
Yes, the coastlands by the sea

are troubled at your
odeparture.” ’

*26:7 Hebrew Nebuchadrezzar, and so elsewhere
in this book

26:14 THE FATE OF TYRE

The fate predicted for Tyre is unique and has been re-
markably fulfilled. At the time of Ezekiel, Tyre was on
the coast of Phoenicia at the shore of the Mediterranean
Sea. As Ezekiel predicted, Nebuchadnezzar conquered
and destroyed the city. He had no reason, however, to
fulfill v. 12 by casting its ruins into the sea. Some of the
people from Tyre escaped to an island and built a new
city there.

Three hundred years later Alexander the Great, desir-
ing to conquer this island city, built a causeway to it
and threw all the remains of ancient Tyre (called Palaeo-
tyrus by the Greeks) into the sea, fulfilling Ezek. 26:12.
The old city of Tyre has never been rebuilt, but has re-
mained like the top of a rock. Remains of ancient Sidon
(28:20–24) have been excavated, and a flourishing town
now stands on its old site, but the remains of ancient
Tyre are in the sea under Alexander’s causeway.



Your iwise men, O Tyre, were
in you;

They became your pilots.
9 Elders of jGebal and its wise

men
Were in you to caulk your

seams;
All the ships of the sea
And their oarsmen were in you
To market your merchandise.

10“Those from Persia, Lydia,* and
Libya*

Were in your army as men of
war;

They hung shield and helmet in
you;

They gave splendor to you.
11 Men of Arvad with your army

were on your walls all
around,

And the men of Gammad were
in your towers;

They hung their shields on
your walls all around;

They made your beauty perfect.
12k“Tarshish was your merchant

because of your many luxury goods.
They gave you silver, iron, tin, and
lead for your goods.

13“Javan, Tubal, and Meshech
were your traders. They bartered
human llives and vessels of bronze
for your merchandise.

14“Those from the house of mTo-
garmah traded for your wares with
horses, steeds, and mules.

15“The men of nDedan were your
traders; many isles were the market
of your hand. They brought you
ivory tusks and ebony as payment.

16“Syria was your merchant be-
cause of the abundance of goods
you made. They gave you for your
wares emeralds, purple, embroi-
dery, fine linen, corals, and rubies.

17“Judah and the land of Israel
were your traders. They traded for
your merchandise owheat of Min-
nith, millet, honey, oil, and balm.

18“Damascus was your merchant
because of the abundance of goods

19“For thus says the Lord GOD:
‘When I make you a desolate city,
like cities that are not inhabited,
when I bring the deep upon you,
and great waters cover you,

20‘then I will bring you down
awith those who descend into the
Pit, to the people of old, and I will
make you dwell in the lowest part
of the earth, in places desolate from
antiquity, with those who go down
to the Pit, so that you may never be
inhabited; and I shall establish glory
in the land of the living.

21‘I will make you a bterror, and
you shall be no more; cthough you
are sought for, you will never be
found dagain,’ says the Lord GOD.”

Lament over Tyre
(cp. Rev. 18:1–24)

27THE word of the LORD came
again to me, saying,

2“Now, son of man, take up a
elamentation for Tyre,

3“and say to Tyre, f‘You who are
situated at the entrance of the sea,
merchant of the peoples on many
coastlands, thus says the Lord GOD:

“O Tyre, you have said,
‘ I am perfect in gbeauty.’

4 Your borders are in the midst of
the seas.

Your builders have perfected
your beauty.

5 They made all your planks of fir
trees from Senir;

They took a cedar from Lebanon
to make you a mast.

6 Of hoaks from Bashan they
made your oars;

The company of Ashurites have
inlaid your planks

With ivory from the coasts of
Cyprus.*

7 Fine embroidered linen from
Egypt was what you spread
for your sail;

Blue and purple from the coasts
of Elishah was what
covered you.

8“Inhabitants of Sidon and Arvad
were your oarsmen;
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*27:6 Hebrew Kittim, western lands, especially
Cyprus *27:10 Hebrew Lud * Hebrew Put

Tyre: An ancient Phoenician seaport on the Mediter-
ranean Sea, located northwest of Palestine.

27:6 planks. Or deck.
27:7 covered. That is, as an awning.
27:15–24 See Map 5 at the back of the Bible.



you made, because of your many
luxury items, with the wine of Hel-
bon and with white wool.

19“Dan and Javan paid for your
wares, traversing back and forth.
Wrought iron, cassia, and cane were
among your merchandise.

20“Dedan was your merchant in
saddlecloths for riding.

21“Arabia and all the princes of
aKedar were your regular mer-
chants. They traded with you in
lambs, rams, and goats.

22“The merchants of Sheba and
Raamah were your merchants. They
traded for your wares the choicest
spices, all kinds of precious stones,
and gold.

23b“Haran, Canneh, Eden, the
merchants of cSheba, Assyria, and
Chilmad were your merchants.

24“These were your merchants in
choice items—in purple clothes, in
embroidered garments, in chests of
multicolored apparel, in sturdy wo-
ven cords, which were in your mar-
ketplace.
25“The ships of Tarshish were

carriers of your
merchandise.

You were filled and very
glorious in the midst of the
seas.

26 Your oarsmen brought you into
many waters,

But the deast wind broke you in
the midst of the seas.

27“Your riches, wares, and
merchandise,

Your mariners and pilots,
Your caulkers and

merchandisers,
All your men of war who are in

you,
And the entire company which

is in your midst,
Will fall into the midst of the

seas on the day of your
ruin.

28 The common-land will shake at
the sound of the cry of your
pilots.

29“All who handle the oar,
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The emariners,
All the pilots of the sea
Will come down from their

ships and stand on the
shore.

30 They will make their voice
heard because of you;

They will cry bitterly and cast
dust on their fheads;

They will roll about in ashes;
31 They will shave themselves

completely gbald because
of you,

Gird themselves with sackcloth,
And weep for you
With bitterness of heart and

bitter wailing.
32 In their wailing for you

They will take up a
hlamentation,

And lament for you:
‘What i city is like Tyre,
jDestroyed in the midst of the

sea?
33 ‘When your wares went out by

sea,
You satisfied many people;
You enriched the kings of the

earth
With your many luxury goods

and your merchandise.
34 But you are broken by the seas

in the depths of the waters;
Your merchandise and the

entire company will fall in
your midst.

35 All the inhabitants of the isles
will be kastonished at you;

Their kings will be greatly
afraid,

And their countenance will be
troubled.

36 The merchants among the
peoples will hiss at you;

You will become a lhorror, and
be mno more forever.’ ” ’ ”

Tyre’s proud ruler rebuked

28THE word of the LORD came
to me again, saying,

2“Son of man, say to the prince of
Tyre, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD:

“Becausen your heart is olifted
up,

And you say, ‘I am a pgod,
I sit in the seat of gods,
In the midst of the qseas,’

Tarshish: a city of a distant land, possibly Spain, that
was rich in metals.



Satan, the real king of Tyre, who
instigated the earthly ruler

(cp. Is. 14:12–17)
11Moreover the word of the LORD

came to me, saying,
12“Son of man, take up a ilamen-

tation for the king of Tyre, and say
to him, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD:

“You were the jseal of
perfection,

Full of wisdom and kperfect in
beauty.

13 You were in Eden, the garden
of God;

Every precious stone was your
covering:

The sardius, topaz, and
diamond,

Beryl, onyx, and jasper,
Sapphire, turquoise, and

emerald with gold.
The workmanship of your

timbrels and pipes
Was prepared for you on the

day you were created.
14“You were the anointed lcherub

who covers;
I established you;
You were on the holy

mmountain of God;
You walked back and forth in

the midst of fiery stones.
15 You were perfect in your ways

from the day you were
created,

Till niniquity was found in you.
16“By the abundance of your

trading
You became filled with violence

within,
And you sinned;
Therefore I cast you as a

profane thing
Out of the mountain of God;
And I destroyed you,

O covering cherub,
From the midst of the fiery

stones.
17“Your heart was lifted up

because of your beauty;

Yet you are a man, and not a
god,

Though you set your heart as
the heart of a god

3 (Behold, you are wiser than
aDaniel!

There is no secret that can be
hidden from you!

4 With your wisdom and your
understanding

You have gained briches for
yourself,

And gathered gold and silver
into your treasuries;

5 By your great wisdom in ctrade
you have increased your
riches,

And your heart is lifted up
because of your driches),”

6‘Therefore thus says the Lord
GOD:

“Because you have set your
heart as the heart of a god,

7 Behold, therefore, I will bring
estrangers against you,

The most fterrible of the
nations;

And they shall draw their
swords against the beauty
of your wisdom,

And defile your splendor.
8 They shall throw you down

into the gPit,
And you shall die the death of

the slain
In the midst of the seas.

9“Will you still say before him
who slays you,

‘ I am a hgod’?
But you shall be a man, and not

a god,
In the hand of him who slays

you.
10 You shall die the death of the

uncircumcised
By the hand of aliens;
For I have spoken,” says the

Lord GOD.’ ”
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28:12 You were . . . Here in vv. 11–17, as in Is. 14:12–
17, the language goes beyond the king of Tyre to Satan, in-
spirer and unseen ruler of all such pomp and pride as that of
Tyre. Gen. 3:14–15 and Matt. 16:23 are other instances of
thus indirectly addressing Satan. The unfallen state of Satan

is here described; his fall is written in Is. 14. See Rev. 20:10,
note. Moreover, the vision is not of Satan in his own person,
but of Satan fulfilling himself through an earthly king who
arrogates to himself divine honors, so that the prince of Tyre
foreshadows the beast (Dan. 7:8; Rev. 19:20).



You corrupted your wisdom for
the sake of your splendor;

I cast you to the ground,
I laid you before kings,
That they might gaze at you.

18“You defiled your sanctuaries
By the multitude of your

iniquities,
By the iniquity of your trading;
Therefore I brought fire from

your midst;
It devoured you,
And I turned you to ashes upon

the earth
In the sight of all who saw you.

19 All who knew you among the
peoples are astonished at
you;

aYou have become a horror,
And shall be no bmore

forever.” ’ ”

Prophecy against Sidon
20Then the word of the LORD

came to me, saying,
21“Son of man, set your face to-

ward Sidon, and prophesy against
her,

22“and say, ‘Thus says the Lord
GOD:

“Behold, I am against you, 
O cSidon;

I will be dglorified in your midst;
And they shall know that I am

the LORD,
When I execute judgments in

her and am hallowed in her.
23 eFor I will send pestilence upon

her,
And blood in her streets;
The wounded shall be judged

in her midst
By the sword against her on

every side;
Then they shall know that I am

the LORD.
24“And there shall no longer be a

fpricking brier or a painful thorn for
the house of Israel from among all
who are around them, who gdespise
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them. Then they shall know that I
am the Lord GOD.”

Future regathering of Israel
25 ‘Thus says the Lord GOD:

“When I have hgathered the house
of Israel from the peoples among
whom they are scattered, and am
hallowed in them in the sight of the
Gentiles, then they will dwell in
their own land which I gave to My
servant Jacob.

26“And they will idwell safely
there, build houses, and plant jvine-
yards; yes, they will dwell securely,
when I execute judgments on all
those around them who despise
them. Then they shall know that I
am the LORD their God.” ’ ”

Prophecy against Egypt

29IN the k tenth year, in the
tenth month, on the twelfth

day of the month, the word of the
LORD came to me, saying,

2“Son of man, set your face
against Pharaoh king of Egypt, and
prophesy against him, and against
all lEgypt.

3“Speak, and say, ‘Thus says the
Lord GOD:

“Behold,m I am against you,
O Pharaoh king of Egypt,
O great nmonster who lies in

the midst of his rivers,
Who has said, ‘My River* is my

own;
I have made it for myself.’

4 But I will put ohooks in your
jaws,

And cause the fish of your
rivers to stick to your
scales;

I will bring you up out of the
midst of your rivers,

And all the fish in your rivers
will stick to your scales.

5 I will leave you in the
wilderness,

*29:3 That is, the Nile

28:19 Verses 1–19 contain references to the ruler and the
king of Tyre (vv. 1,12); to Satan (v. 12, see note); and evi-
dently to the city of Tyre (vv. 7–8,18–19). Other Scriptures
make clear that neither the destiny of unsaved men nor of
Satan involves cessation of being (Matt. 18:8; 25:41,46;
Mark 3:29; 2 Thess. 1:9; Heb. 6:2; Jude 6,13; Rev. 14:11;

20:10). Existence on earth is what is involved here.
29:1 tenth year. Approximately 588 B.C. tenth month.

This is the month of Tebeth in the Hebrew religious calen-
dar. It correlates to the modern months of December–Janu-
ary. For more information on the Hebrew religious calen-
dar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.



13‘Yet, thus says the Lord GOD: “At
the end of forty years I will hgather
the Egyptians from the peoples
among whom they were scattered.

14“I will bring back the captives
of Egypt and cause them to return
to the land of Pathros, to the land of
their origin, and there they shall be
a lowly kingdom.

15“It shall be the lowliest of king-
doms; it shall never again exalt it-
self above the nations, for I will di-
minish them so that they will not
rule over the nations anymore.

16“No longer shall it be the iconfi-
dence of the house of Israel, but will
remind them of their iniquity when
they turned to follow them. Then
they shall know that I am the Lord
GOD.” ’ ”

17And it came to pass in the
j twenty-seventh year, in the first
month, on the first day of the
month, that the word of the LORD
came to me, saying,

18“Son of man, kNebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon caused his army to
labor strenuously against Tyre;
every head was made lbald, and
every shoulder rubbed raw; yet nei-
ther he nor his army received
wages from Tyre, for the labor
which they expended on it.

19“Therefore thus says the Lord
GOD: ‘Surely I will give the land of
Egypt to mNebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon; he shall take away her
wealth, carry off her spoil, and re-
move her pillage; and that will be
the wages for his army.

20‘I have given him the land of
Egypt for his labor, because they
worked for Me,’ says the Lord GOD.

21‘In that day I will cause the

You and all the fish of your
rivers;

You shall fall on the open afield;
You shall not be picked up bor

gathered.*
I have given you as food
To the beasts of the field
And to the birds of the heavens.

6“Then all the inhabitants of Egypt
Shall know that I am the LORD,
Because they have been a cstaff

of reed to the house of
Israel.

7 When they took hold of you
with the hand,

You dbroke and tore all their
shoulders;*

When they leaned on you,
You broke and made all their

backs quiver.”
8 ‘Therefore thus says the Lord

GOD: “Surely I will bring a sword
upon you and cut off from you man
and beast.

9“And the land of Egypt shall be-
come edesolate and waste; then
they will know that I am the LORD,
because he said, ‘The River is mine,
and I have made it.’

10“Indeed, therefore, I am against
you and against your rivers, and I
will make the land of Egypt utterly
waste and desolate, ffrom Migdol*
to Syene, as far as the border of
Ethiopia.

11“Neither foot of man shall pass
through it nor foot of beast pass
through it, and it shall be uninhabit-
ed forty years.

12“I will make the land of Egypt
desolate in the midst of the coun-
tries that are desolate; and among
the cities that are laid waste, her cit-
ies shall be desolate forty years; and
I will gscatter the Egyptians among
the nations and disperse them
throughout the countries.”
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*29:5 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and
Vulgate; some Hebrew manuscripts and Targum read
buried. *29:7 Following Masoretic Text and
Vulgate; Septuagint and Syriac read hand.
*29:10 Or tower

29:17 Although Ezekiel did not receive this particular
message during the siege of Jerusalem, but seventeen years
later, he inserted it here in connection with his previous
messages concerning Egypt. year. Approximately 571 B.C.
first month. This is the month of Abib (or Nisan) in the
Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of March–April. For more information on the He-
brew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

29:21 horn. The words “horn” and “horns” (OT, qeren;

NT keras) are used in Scripture both literally and figuratively.
In the latter sense at least three meanings appear: (1) strength
in general (Deut. 33:17); (2) arrogant pride (Ps. 75:4–5); and
(3) political and military power (Dan. 8:20–21).

Nebuchadnezzar: Nebo protect the landmark. The
king of Babylon who captured Jerusalem and took the
people of Judah into captivity.



ahorn of the house of Israel to spring
forth, and I will open your mouth to
speak in their midst. Then they shall
know that I am the LORD.’ ”

Lament over Egypt’s fall

30THE word of the LORD came
to me again, saying,

2“Son of man, prophesy and say,
‘Thus says the Lord GOD:

“Wail, ‘Woe to the day!’
3 For the bday is near,

Even the cday of the LORD is
near;

It will be a day of clouds, the
time of the Gentiles.

4 The sword shall come upon
Egypt,

And great anguish shall be in
Ethiopia,

When the slain fall in Egypt,
And they take away her wealth,
And her foundations are broken

down.
5“Ethiopia, Libya,* Lydia,* all the

dmingled people, Chub, and the
men of the lands who are allied,
shall fall with them by the sword.”

6‘Thus says the LORD:

“Those who uphold Egypt shall
fall,

And the pride of her power
shall come down.

From Migdol to Syene
Those within her shall fall by

the sword,”
Says the Lord GOD.

7“They shall be edesolate in the
midst of the desolate
countries,

And her cities shall be in the
midst of the cities that are
laid waste.

8 Then they will know that I am
the LORD,

When I have set a fire in Egypt
And all her helpers are

destroyed.
9 On that day fmessengers shall

go forth from Me in ships
To make the careless Ethiopians

afraid,
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And great anguish shall come

upon them,
As on the day of Egypt;
For indeed it is coming!”

10‘Thus says the Lord GOD:

“I will also make a multitude of
Egypt to cease

By the hand of gNebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon.

11 He and his people with him,
the most hterrible of the
nations,

Shall be brought to destroy the
land;

They shall draw their swords
against Egypt,

And fill the land with the slain.
12 I will make the irivers dry,

And sell the land into the hand
of the wicked;

I will make the land waste, and
all that is in it,

By the hand of aliens.
I, the LORD, have spoken.”

13‘Thus says the Lord GOD:

“I will also jdestroy the idols,
And cause the images to cease

from Noph;*
There shall kno longer be

princes from the land of
Egypt;

I will put fear in the land of
Egypt.

14 I will make lPathros desolate,
Set fire to Zoan,
And execute judgments in No.

15 I will pour My fury on Sin,* the
strength of Egypt;

I will cut off the multitude of No,
16 And set a fire in Egypt;

Sin shall have great pain,
No shall be split open,
And Noph shall be in distress

daily.
17 The young men of Aven* and Pi

Beseth shall fall by the
sword,

And these cities shall go into
captivity.

*30:5 Hebrew Put * Hebrew Lud
*30:13 That is, ancient Memphis *30:15 That
is, ancient Pelusium *30:17 That is, ancient On
(Heliopolis)

30:4,5 Ethiopia. Hebrew Cush. Is. 18:1–7; Zeph. 2:12.
30:9 careless. That is, unsuspecting. Compare Is.

47:8–11; Ezek. 38:10–12.
30:14,15 No. That is, Thebes.



among the nations and disperse
them throughout the countries.
Then they shall know that I am the
LORD.’ ”

Parable of the cedar of Lebanon:
Pharaoh’s pride rebuked

31NOW it came to pass in the
heleventh year, in the third

imonth, on the first day of the
month, that the word of the LORD
came to me, saying,

2“Son of man, say to Pharaoh king
of Egypt and to his multitude:

‘Whom are you like in your
greatness?

3 j Indeed kAssyria was a lcedar in
Lebanon,

With fine branches that shaded
the forest,

And of high stature;
And its top was among the

thick boughs.
4 The mwaters made it grow;

Underground waters gave it
height,

With their rivers running
around the place where it
was planted,

And sent out rivulets to all the
trees of the field.

5 ‘Therefore its height was
exalted above all the trees
of the field;

Its boughs were multiplied,
And its branches became long

because of the abundance
of water,

As it sent them out.
6 All the nbirds of the heavens

made their nests in its
boughs;

Under its branches all the
beasts of the field brought
forth their young;

And in its shadow all great
nations made their home.

18 At Tehaphnehes* the day shall
also be darkened,*

When I break the yokes of
Egypt there.

And her arrogant strength shall
cease in her;

As for her, a cloud shall cover
her,

And her daughters shall go into
captivity.

19 Thus I will aexecute judgments
on Egypt,

Then they shall know that I am
the LORD.” ’ ”

God promises Babylon victory 
over Egypt

20And it came to pass in the
eleventh year, in the first month, on
the seventh day of the month, that
the word of the LORD came to me,
bsaying,

21“Son of man, I have broken the
arm of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and
see, it has not been bandaged for
chealing, nor a splint put on to bind
it, to make it strong enough to hold
a sword.

22“Therefore thus says the Lord
GOD: ‘Surely I am dagainst Pharaoh
king of Egypt, and will break his
earms, both the strong one and the
one that was broken; and I will
make the sword fall out of his hand.

23‘I will fscatter the Egyptians
among the nations, and disperse
them throughout the countries.

24‘I will strengthen the arms of
the king of Babylon and put My
sword in his hand; but I will break
Pharaoh’s arms, and he will groan
before him with the groanings of a
mortally wounded man.

25‘Thus I will strengthen the arms
of the king of Babylon, but the arms
of Pharaoh shall fall down; they
shall gknow that I am the LORD,
when I put My sword into the hand
of the king of Babylon and he
stretches it out against the land of
Egypt.

26‘I will scatter the Egyptians
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*30:18 Spelled Tahpanhes in Jeremiah 43:7 and
elsewhere * Following many Hebrew
manuscripts, Bomberg, Septuagint, Syriac, Targum,
and Vulgate; Masoretic Text reads refrained.

30:20 eleventh year. Approximately 587 B.C. first
month. This is the month of Abib (or Nisan) in the Hebrew
religious calendar. It correlates to the modern months of
March–April. For more information on the Hebrew reli-
gious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

31:1 third month. This is the month of Sivan in the He-
brew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern months
of May–June. For more information on the Hebrew reli-
gious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

31:3 thick boughs. Or clouds.



7 ‘Thus it was beautiful in
greatness and in the length
of its branches,

Because its roots reached to
abundant waters.

8 The cedars in the agarden of
God could not hide it;

The fir trees were not like its
boughs,

And the chestnut* trees were
not like its branches;

No tree in the garden of God
was like it in beauty.

9 I made it beautiful with a
multitude of branches,

So that all the trees of Eden
envied it,

That were in the garden of
God.’

10“Therefore thus says the Lord
GOD: ‘Because you have increased
in height, and it set its top among
the thick boughs, and its heart was
blifted up in its height,

11‘therefore I will deliver it into
the hand of the cmighty one of the
nations, and he shall surely deal
with it; I have driven it out for its
wickedness.

12‘And aliens, the most dterrible
of the nations, have cut it down and
left it; its branches have fallen on
the emountains and in all the val-
leys; its boughs lie fbroken by all
the rivers of the land; and all the
peoples of the earth have gone from
under its shadow and left it.
13 ‘On g its ruin will remain all the

birds of the heavens,
And all the beasts of the field

will come to its branches—
14‘So that no trees by the waters

may ever again exalt themselves for
their height, nor set their tops
among the thick boughs, that no
tree which drinks water may ever
be high enough to reach up to them.

‘For they have all been
delivered to death,

To the hdepths of the earth,
Among the children of men

who go down to the Pit.’
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15“Thus says the Lord GOD: ‘In

the day when it iwent down to
jhell, I caused mourning. I covered
the deep because of it. I restrained
its rivers, and the great waters were
held back. I caused Lebanon to
mourn for it, and all the trees of the
field wilted because of it.

16‘I made the nations shake at the
sound of its fall, when I kcast it down
to lhell together with those who de-
scend into the Pit; and all the trees of
Eden, the choice and best of Leba-
non, all that drink water, were mcom-
forted in the ndepths of the earth.

17‘They also went down to ohell
with it, with those slain by the
sword; and those who were its
strong arm dwelt in its shadows
among the nations.

18‘To which of the trees in Eden
will you then be likened in glory
and greatness? Yet you shall be
brought down with the trees of
Eden to the pdepths of the earth;
you shall qlie in the midst of the un-
circumcised, with those slain by the
sword. This is Pharaoh and all his
multitude,’ says the Lord GOD.”

Further lament over Pharaoh and Egypt

32AND it came to pass in the
rtwelfth year, in the twelfth

month, on the first day of the
month, that the word of the LORD
came to me, saying,

2“Son of man, take up a lamenta-
tion for Pharaoh king of Egypt, and
say to him:

‘You are like a young lion among
the nations,

And you are like a smonster in
the seas,

tBursting forth in your rivers,
Troubling the waters with your

feet,
And fouling their rivers.’

3“Thus says the Lord GOD:

‘I will therefore spread My net
over you with a company
of many people,

*31:8 Hebrew armon

31:10,14 thick boughs. Or clouds.
32:1 twelfth year. Approximately 586 B.C. twelfth

month. This is the month of Adar in the Hebrew religious

calendar. It correlates to the modern months of Febru-
ary–March. For more information on the Hebrew religious
calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.



And all its multitude shall be
destroyed.

13 Also I will destroy all its animals
From beside its great waters;
The foot of man shall muddy

them no more,
Nor shall the hooves of animals

muddy them.
14 Then I will make their waters

clear,
And make their rivers run like

oil,’
Says the Lord GOD.

15 ‘When I make the land of Egypt
desolate,

And the country is destitute of
all that once filled it,

When I strike all who dwell in
it,

Then they shall know that I am
the LORD.

16 ‘This is the hlamentation
With which they shall lament

her;
The daughters of the nations

shall lament her;
They shall lament for her, for

Egypt,
And for all her multitude,’
Says the Lord GOD.”

17It came to pass also in the
twelfth year, on the fifteenth day of
the month, i that the word of the
LORD came to me, saying:
18“Son of man, jwail over the

multitude of Egypt,
And cast them down to the

kdepths of the earth,
Her and the daughters of the

famous nations,
With those who go down to the

Pit:
19 ‘Whom l do you surpass in

beauty?
Go down, be placed with the

uncircumcised.’
20“They shall fall in the midst of

those slain by the sword;
She is delivered to the sword,

mDrawing her and all her
multitudes.

21 The nstrong among the mighty

And they will draw you up in
My net.

4 Then I will aleave you on the
land;

I will cast you out on the open
fields,

And cause to settle on you all
the bbirds of the heavens.

And with you I will fill the
beasts of the whole earth.

5 I will lay your flesh on the
cmountains,

And fill the valleys with your
carcass.

6 ‘ I will also water the land with
the flow of your blood,

Even to the mountains;
And the riverbeds will be full of

you.
7 When I put out your light,

I will dcover the heavens, and
make its stars dark;

I will cover the sun with a
cloud,

And the moon shall not give
her light.

8 All the bright lights of the
heavens I will make dark
over you,

And bring darkness upon your
land,’

Says the Lord GOD.
9‘I will also trouble the hearts of

many peoples, when I bring your
destruction among the nations, into
the countries which you have not
known.

10‘Yes, I will make many peoples
eastonished at you, and their kings
shall be horribly afraid of you when
I brandish My sword before them;
and they shall tremble every mo-
ment, every man for his own life, in
the day of your fall.’

11“For fthus says the Lord GOD:
‘The sword of the king of Babylon
shall come upon you.

12‘By the swords of the mighty
warriors, all of them the most gter-
rible of the nations, I will cause
your multitude to fall.

‘They shall plunder the pomp of
Egypt,
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Shall speak to him out of the
midst of ahell

With those who help him:
‘They have gone down,
They lie with the

uncircumcised, slain by the
sword.’

22“Assyria b is there, and all her
company,

With their graves all around her,
All of them slain, fallen by the

sword.
23 Her cgraves are set in the

recesses of the Pit,
And her company is all around

her grave,
All of them slain, fallen by the

sword,
Who caused terror in the land

of the living.
24“There is dElam and all her

multitude,
All around her grave,
All of them slain, fallen by the

sword,
Who have gone down

uncircumcised to the
elower parts of the earth,

Who caused their terror in the
land of the living;

Now they bear their shame
with those who go down to
the Pit.

25 They have set her fbed in the
midst of the slain,

With all her multitude,
With her graves all around it,
All of them uncircumcised,

slain by the sword;
Though their terror was caused
In the land of the living,
Yet they bear their shame
With those who go down to the

Pit;
It was put in the midst of the

slain.
26“There are gMeshech and Tubal

and all their multitudes,
With all their graves around it,
All of them uncircumcised,

slain by the sword,
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Though they caused their terror

in the land of the living.
27 They do hnot lie with the

mighty
Who are fallen of the

uncircumcised,
Who have gone down to ihell

with their weapons of war;
They have laid their swords

under their heads,
But their iniquities will be on

their bones,
Because of the terror of the

mighty in the land of the
living.

28 Yes, you shall be broken in 
the midst of the
uncircumcised,

And lie with those slain by the
sword.

29“There is jEdom,
Her kings and all her princes,
Who despite their might
Are laid beside those slain by

the sword;
They shall lie with the

uncircumcised,
And with those who go down

to the Pit.
30 There are the princes of the

knorth,
All of them, and all the

Sidonians,
Who have gone down with the

slain
In shame at the terror which

they caused by their might;
They lie uncircumcised with

those slain by the sword,
And bear their shame with

those who go down to the
Pit.

31“Pharaoh will see them
And be lcomforted over all his

multitude,
Pharaoh and all his army,
Slain by the sword,”
Says the Lord GOD.

32“For I have caused My terror in
the land of the living;

And he shall be placed in the
midst of the uncircumcised

With those slain by the sword,
Pharaoh and all his multitude,”
Says the Lord GOD.

Edom: red. The nation descended from Esau. Located
in the rough mountainous area south of Moab and
east of Arabah at the base of the Dead Sea. The Edom-
ites had frequent conflicts with the Israelites.



in the death of the wicked, but that
the wicked hturn from his way and
live. Turn, turn from your evil ways!
For iwhy should you die, O house of
Israel?’

12“Therefore you, O son of man,
say to the children of your people:
‘The jrighteousness of the righteous
man shall not deliver him in the day
of his transgression; as for the
wickedness of the wicked, he shall
not fall because of it in the day that
he turns from his wickedness; nor
shall the righteous be able to live
because of his righteousness in the
day that he sins.’

13“When I say to the righteous
that he shall surely live, kbut he
trusts in his own righteousness and
commits iniquity, none of his righ-
teous works shall be remembered;
but because of the iniquity that he
has lcommitted, he shall die.

14“Again, when I say to the
wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ if he
turns from his sin and does what is
lawful and right,

15“if the wicked mrestores the
pledge, ngives back what he has
stolen, and walks in the statutes of
life without committing iniquity, he
shall surely live; he shall not die.

16 o“None of his sins which he
has committed shall be remem-
bered against him; he has done
what is lawful and right; he shall
surely live.

17“Yet the children of your people
say, ‘The way of the Lord is not fair.’
But it is their way which is not fair!

18“When the righteous turns
from his righteousness and commits
iniquity, he shall pdie because of it.

19“But when the wicked turns
from his wickedness and does what
is lawful and right, he shall qlive be-
cause of it.

20“Yet you say, ‘The rway of the
Lord is not fair.’ O house of Israel, I
will judge every one of you accord-
ing to his own ways.”

Word comes of Jerusalem’s
capture; Ezekiel’s speech returns

21 sAnd it came to pass in the
twelfth year of our captivity, in the

IV. Ezekiel’s Responsibility
as Watchman, 33

His solemn duty to sound warning

33AGAIN the word of the LORD
came to me, saying,

2“Son of man, speak to the chil-
dren of your people, and say to
them: ‘When I bring the sword
upon a land, and the people of the
land take a man from their territory
and make him their awatchman,

3‘when he sees the sword coming
upon the land, if he blows the trum-
pet and warns the people,

4‘then whoever hears the sound
of the trumpet and does bnot take
warning, if the sword comes and
takes him away, his blood shall be
on his own chead.

5 ‘He heard the sound of the
trumpet, but did not take warning;
his blood shall be upon himself. But
he who takes warning will save his
life.

6‘But if the watchman sees the
sword coming and does not blow
the trumpet, and the people are not
warned, and the sword comes and
takes any person from among them,
he is taken away in his iniquity; but
his blood I will require at the watch-
man’s hand.’

7“So you, son of man: I have
made you a dwatchman for the
house of Israel; therefore you shall
hear a word from My mouth and
warn them for Me.

8“When I say to the wicked, ‘O
wicked man, you shall surely die!’
and you do not speak to warn the
wicked from his way, that wicked
man shall die in his iniquity; but his
blood I will require at your hand.

9“Nevertheless if you warn the
wicked to turn from his way, and he
does not turn from his way, he shall
die in his iniquity; but you have de-
livered your soul.

10“Therefore you, O son of man,
say to the house of Israel: ‘Thus you
say, “If our transgressions and our
sins lie upon us, and we epine away
in them, how can we then flive?” ’

11“Say to them: ‘As I live,’ says
the Lord GOD, g‘I have no pleasure
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tenth month, on the fifth day of the
month, that one who had escaped
from Jerusalem came to me and
said, “The city has been captured!”

22Now the hand of the LORD had
been upon me the evening before
the man came who had escaped.
And He had aopened my mouth; so
when he came to me in the morn-
ing, my mouth was opened, and I
was no longer mute.

Hearers but not doers of the Word
23Then the word of the LORD

came to me, saying:
24“Son of man, they who inhabit

those ruins in the land of Israel are
saying, b ‘Abraham was only one,
and he inherited the land. But we
are many; the land has been given
to us as a cpossession.’

25“Therefore say to them, ‘Thus
says the Lord GOD: “You eat meat
with dblood, you lift up your eyes
toward your idols, and shed blood.
Should you then possess the eland?

26“You rely on your sword, you
commit abominations, and you de-
file one another’s fwives. Should
you then possess the land?” ’

27“Say thus to them, ‘Thus says
the Lord GOD: “As I live, surely
those who are in the ruins shall fall
by the sword, and the one who is in
the open field I will give to the
beasts to be devoured, and those
who are in the strongholds and
caves shall die of the pestilence.

28“For I will make the land most
gdesolate, her arrogant strength
shall cease, and the mountains of Is-
rael shall be so desolate that no one
will pass through.

29“Then they shall know that I
am the LORD, when I have made the
land most desolate because of all
their abominations which they have
committed.” ’

30“As for you, son of man, the chil-
dren of your people are talking about
you beside the walls and in the doors
of the houses; and they speak to one
another, everyone saying to his broth-
er, ‘Please come and hear what the
word is that comes from the LORD.’
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31“So they come to you as people

do, they hsit before you as My peo-
ple, and they ihear your words, but
they do not do them; for with their
jmouth they show much love, but
their hearts pursue their own gain.

32“Indeed you are to them as a
very lovely song of one who has a
pleasant voice and can play well on
an instrument; for they hear your
words, but they do knot do them.

33“And when this comes to
pass—surely it will come—then
they will lknow that a prophet has
been among them.”

V. Prediction of Events to Take Place
at the End of the Age, When Israel
Is Again in Her Own Land, 34—39

Message to the faithless
shepherds of Israel

34AND the word of the LORD
came to me, saying,

2“Son of man, prophesy against
the shepherds of Israel, prophesy
and say to them, ‘Thus says the
Lord GOD to the shepherds: m“Woe
to the shepherds of Israel who feed
themselves! Should not the shep-
herds feed the flocks?

3“You neat the fat and clothe
yourselves with the wool; you
oslaughter the fatlings, but you do
not feed the flock.

4“The pweak you have not
strengthened, nor have you healed
those who were sick, nor bound up
the broken, nor brought back what
was driven away, nor qsought what
was lost; but with rforce and cruelty
you have ruled them.

5“So they were sscattered because
there was no shepherd; and they
tbecame food for all the beasts of the
field when they were scattered.

6“My sheep uwandered through
all the mountains, and on every
high hill; yes, My flock was scat-
tered over the whole face of the
earth, and no one was seeking or
searching for them.”

7‘Therefore, you shepherds, hear
the word of the LORD:

8“as I live,” says the Lord GOD,

33:21 tenth month. This is the month of Tebeth in the
Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern

months of December–January. For more information on the
Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.



fat and the strong, and feed them in
judgment.”

17 ‘And as for you, O My flock,
thus says the Lord GOD: “Behold, I
shall judge between sheep and
sheep, between rams and goats.

18“Is it too little for you to have
eaten up the good pasture, that you
must tread down with your feet the
residue of your pasture—and to
have drunk of the clear waters, that
you must foul the residue with your
feet?

19“And as for My flock, they eat
what you have itrampled with your
feet, and they drink what you have
fouled with your feet.”

20 ‘Therefore thus says the Lord
GOD to them: “Behold, I Myself will
judge between the fat and the lean
sheep.

21“Because you have pushed with
side and shoulder, butted all the
jweak ones with your horns, and
scattered them abroad,

22“therefore I will save My flock,
and they shall no longer be a prey;
and I will judge between sheep and
sheep.

23“I will establish kone shepherd
over them, and he shall feed
them—My servant David. He shall
feed them and be their shepherd.

24“And lI, the LORD, will be their
God, and My servant mDavid a
prince among them; I, the LORD,
have spoken.

25“I will make a ncovenant of
peace with them, and cause owild
beasts to cease from the land; and
they will dwell safely in the wilder-
ness and sleep in the woods.

26“I will make them and the
places all around My hill a pbless-
ing; and I will cause showers to
come down in their season; there
shall be showers of blessing.

27“Then the trees of the field
shall yield their fruit, and the earth
shall yield her increase. They shall
be safe in their land; and they shall

“surely because My flock became a
prey, and My flock became food for
every beast of the field, because
there was no shepherd, nor did My
shepherds search for My flock, but
the shepherds fed themselves and
did not feed My flock”—

9‘therefore, O shepherds, hear
the word of the LORD!

10‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Be-
hold, I am aagainst the shepherds,
and I will brequire My flock at their
hand; I will cause them to cease
feeding the sheep, and the shep-
herds shall feed themselves no
more; for I will cdeliver My flock
from their mouths, that they may
no longer be food for them.”

Israel to be restored: the
Davidic kingdom to be set up

11 ‘For thus says the Lord GOD:
“Indeed I Myself will search for My
sheep and seek them out.

12“As a dshepherd seeks out his
flock on the day he is among his
scattered sheep, so will I seek out
My sheep and deliver them from all
the places where they were scat-
tered on a cloudy and dark day.

13“And I will ebring them out
from the peoples and gather them
from the countries, and will bring
them to their own fland; I will feed
them on the mountains of Israel, in
the valleys and in all the inhabited
places of the country.

14“I will gfeed them in good pas-
ture, and their fold shall be on the
high mountains of Israel. There
they shall lie down in a good fold
and feed in rich pasture on the
mountains of Israel.

15“I will feed My flock, and I will
make them lie down,” says the Lord
GOD.

16“I will hseek what was lost and
bring back what was driven away,
bind up the broken and strengthen
what was sick; but I will destroy the
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know that I am the LORD, when I
have abroken the bands of their
yoke and delivered them from the
hand of those who enslaved them.

28“And they shall no longer be a
prey for the nations, nor shall beasts
of the land devour them; but they
shall bdwell safely, and no one shall
make them afraid.

29“I will raise up for them a gar-
den of renown, and they shall cno
longer be consumed with hunger in
the land, nor dbear the shame of the
Gentiles anymore.

30“Thus they shall know that I,
the LORD their God, am with them,
and they, the house of Israel, are
eMy people,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

31“You are My flock, the flock of
My pasture; you are men, and I am
your God,” says the Lord GOD.

Prophecy against Mount Seir (Edom)

35MOREOVER the word of the
LORD came to me, saying,

2“Son of man, set your face
against fMount Seir and prophesy
against it,

3“and say to it, ‘Thus says the
Lord GOD:

“Behold, O Mount Seir, I am
against you;

I will stretch out My hand
against you,

And make you most desolate;
4 I shall lay your cities waste,

And you shall be desolate.
Then you shall know that I am

the LORD.
5g“Because you have had an an-

cient hatred, and have shed the
blood of the children of Israel by
the power of the sword at the time
of their calamity, when their iniqui-
ty came to an end,

6“therefore, as I live,” says the
Lord GOD, “I will prepare you for
hblood, and blood shall pursue you;
since you have not hated blood,
therefore blood shall pursue you.

7“Thus I will make Mount Seir
most desolate, and cut off from it
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the one who leaves and the one
who returns.

8“And I will fill its mountains
with the slain; on your hills and in
your valleys and in all your ravines
those who are slain by the sword
shall fall.

9“I will make you perpetually
idesolate, and your cities shall be
uninhabited; then you shall know
that I am the LORD.

10“Because you have said, ‘These
jtwo nations and these two coun-
tries shall be mine, and we will
kpossess them,’ although the LORD
was lthere,

11“therefore, as I live,” says the
Lord GOD, “I will do according to
your anger and according to the
envy which you showed in your ha-
tred against them; and I will make
Myself known among them when I
judge you.

12“Then you shall know that I am
the LORD. I have mheard all your
nblasphemies which you have spo-
ken against the mountains of Israel,
saying, ‘They are desolate; they are
given to us to consume.’

13“Thus with your mouth you
have boasted against Me and multi-
plied your owords against Me; I
have heard them.”

14‘Thus says the Lord GOD: p“The
whole earth will rejoice when I
make you desolate.

15“As you qrejoiced because the
inheritance of the house of Israel
was desolate, rso I will do to you;
you shall be desolate, O Mount Seir,
as well as all of Edom—all of it!
Then they shall know that I am the
LORD.” ’

Restoration of Israel to the land

36“AND you, son of man,
prophesy to the mountains of

Israel, and say, ‘O mountains of Isra-
el, hear the word of the LORD!

2‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Be-
cause the enemy has said of you,
s‘Aha! The ancient theights have be-
come our possession,’ ” ’

3“therefore prophesy, and say,

36:1 The order in this and succeeding prophecies is
(1) restoration of the land (36:1–15); (2) restoration of the
people (36:16—37:28); (3) judgment on Israel’s enemies

(38:1—39:24); and (4) that which concerns the worship of
the LORD that He may dwell among His people (40:1—
47:12).



12“Yes, I will cause men to walk
on you, My people Israel; they shall
take jpossession of you, and you shall
be their inheritance; no more shall
you kbereave them of children.”

13‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Be-
cause they say to you, ‘You devour
men and bereave your nation of
children,’

14“therefore you shall devour
men no more, nor bereave your na-
tion anymore,” says the Lord GOD.

15“Nor will I let you hear the
taunts of the nations anymore, nor
lbear the reproach of the peoples
anymore, nor shall you cause your
nation to stumble anymore,” says
the Lord GOD.’ ”

16Moreover the word of the LORD
came to me, saying:

17“Son of man, when the house
of Israel dwelt in their own land,
they mdefiled it by their own ways
and deeds; to Me their way was like
the uncleanness of a woman in her
customary impurity.

18“Therefore I poured out My
fury on them for the blood they had
shed on the land, and for their idols
with which they had defiled it.

19“So I nscattered them among
the nations, and they were dis-
persed throughout the countries; I
judged them according to their ways
and their deeds.

20“When they came to the na-
tions, wherever they went, they
oprofaned My holy name—when
they said of them, ‘These are the
people of the LORD, and yet they
have gone out of His land.’

21“But I had concern for My holy
name, which the house of Israel had
profaned among the nations wher-
ever they went.

22“Therefore say to the house of
Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “I
do not do this for your sake, pO
house of Israel, but for qMy holy
name’s sake, which you have pro-
faned among the nations wherever
you went.

23“And I will sanctify My great
name, which has been profaned
among the nations, which you have

‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Because
they made you desolate and swal-
lowed you up on every side, so that
you became the possession of the
rest of the nations, and ayou are tak-
en up by the lips of b talkers and
slandered by the people”—

4‘therefore, O mountains of Isra-
el, hear the word of the Lord GOD!
Thus says the Lord GOD to the
mountains, the hills, the rivers, the
valleys, the desolate wastes, and the
cities that have been forsaken,
which became plunder and cmock-
ery to the rest of the nations all
around—

5‘therefore thus says the Lord
GOD: “Surely I have spoken in My
burning jealousy against the rest of
the nations and against all dEdom,
who gave My land to themselves as
a epossession, with wholehearted
joy and spiteful minds, in order to
plunder its open country.” ’

6“Therefore prophesy concerning
the land of Israel, and say to the
mountains, the hills, the rivers, and
the valleys, ‘Thus says the Lord
GOD: “Behold, I have spoken in My
jealousy and My fury, because you
have fborne the shame of the na-
tions.”

7‘Therefore thus says the Lord
GOD: “I have raised My hand in an
oath that surely the nations that are
around you shall gbear their own
shame.

8“But you, O mountains of Israel,
you shall shoot forth your branches
and yield your fruit to My people Is-
rael, for they are about to come.

9“For indeed I am for you, and I
will turn to you, and you shall be
tilled and sown.

10“I will hmultiply men upon you,
all the house of Israel, all of it; and
the cities shall be inhabited and the
ruins rebuilt.

11“I will multiply upon you man
and beast; and they shall increase
and bear young; I will make you in-
habited as in former times, and do
ibetter for you than at your begin-
nings. Then you shall know that I
am the LORD.
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36:20 These are the people . . . This is an expression of
scorn. The world has only contempt for those who profess

to be God’s people but whose lives are inconsistent with
their profession.



profaned in their midst; and the na-
tions shall know that I am the LORD,”
says the Lord GOD, “when I am ahal-
lowed in you before their eyes.

24“For I will b take you from
among the nations, gather you out
of all countries, and bring you into
your own land.

25“Then I will csprinkle clean wa-
ter on you, and you shall be clean; I
will cleanse you from all your filthi-
ness and from all your idols.

Ezekiel’s statement
of the new covenant

26“I will give you a dnew heart
and put a new spirit within you; I
will take the heart of stone out of
your flesh and give you a heart of
flesh.

27“I will put My eSpirit within
you and cause you to walk in My
statutes, and you will keep My judg-
ments and do them.

28“Then you shall fdwell in the
land that I gave to your fathers; you
shall be gMy people, and I will be
your God.

29“I will deliver you from all your
huncleannesses. I will call for the
grain and multiply it, and bring no
famine upon you.

30“And I will multiply the fruit of
your trees and the increase of your
fields, so that you need never again
bear the reproach of famine among
the nations.

31“Then you will iremember your
evil ways and your deeds that were
not good; and you will jloathe your-
selves in your own sight, for your in-
iquities and your abominations.

32k“Not for your sake do I do
this,” says the Lord GOD, “let it be
known to you. Be ashamed and con-
founded for your own ways, O
house of Israel!”

33‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “On
the day that I cleanse you from all
your iniquities, I will also enable
you to dwell in the cities, and the
ruins shall be rebuilt.
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34“The desolate land shall be

tilled instead of lying desolate in the
sight of all who pass by.

35“So they will say, ‘This land that
was desolate has become like the
lgarden of Eden; and the wasted,
desolate, and ruined cities are now
fortified and inhabited.’

36“Then the nations which are
left all around you shall know that I,
the LORD, have rebuilt the ruined
places and planted what was deso-
late. I, the LORD, have spoken it,
and I will do it.”

37‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “I will
also let the house of Israel minquire
of Me to do this for them: I will in-
crease their men like a flock.

38“Like a flock offered as holy
sacrifices, like the flock at Jerusa-
lem on its feast days, so shall the ru-
ined cities be filled with flocks of
men. Then they shall know that I
am the LORD.” ’ ”

Vision of valley of dry bones:
Israel’s restoration

37THE hand of the LORD came
upon me and brought me out

in the nSpirit of the LORD, and oset
me down in the midst of the valley;
and it was full of bones.

2Then He caused me to pass by
them all around, and behold, there
were very many in the open valley;
and indeed they were very dry.

3And He said to me, “Son of man,
can these bones live?” So I an-
swered, “O Lord GOD, You know.”

4Again He said to me, “Prophesy
to these bones, and say to them, ‘O
dry bones, hear the word of the
LORD!

5‘Thus says the Lord GOD to these
bones: “Surely I will cause breath to
enter into you, and you shall live.

6“I will put sinews on you and
bring flesh upon you, cover you
with skin and put breath in you;
and you shall live. Then you shall
know that I am the LORD.” ’ ”

7So I prophesied as I was com-

37:1 full of bones. Having announced the restoration
of the nation (36:24–38), the LORD now gives in vision and
symbol the method of its accomplishment. Verse 11 gives
the clue. The bones represent the whole house of Israel liv-
ing at the time of restoration. The graves (v. 12) are the na-

tions where they dwell. The order is: (1) bringing the peo-
ple out (v. 12); (2) bringing them in (v. 12); (3) their con-
version (v. 13); and (4) their being filled with the Spirit (v.
14). The symbol follows. The two sticks are Judah and the
ten tribes; united, they are one nation (vv. 19–28).



the skin covered them over; but
there was no breath in them.

9Also He said to me, “Prophesy to
the breath, prophesy, son of man,
and say to the breath, ‘Thus says the
Lord GOD: “Come from the four

manded; and as I prophesied, there
was a noise, and suddenly a rattling;
and the bones came together, bone
to bone.

8Indeed, as I looked, the sinews
and the flesh came upon them, and

1146 EZEKIEL 37:8–9

37:1 VISIONS AND DREAMS IN THE BIBLE

Who What Reference
V I S I O N S

Abram Abram will be the father of a great nation Genesis 15:1
Jacob Jacob should take his family to Egypt Genesis 46:2
Micaiah The Lord sitting on his throne in heaven 1 Kings 22:19
Isaiah Judgment on Judah and Jerusalem Isaiah 1:1
Ezekiel The glory of the Lord Ezekiel 1; 8; 10

The valley of dry bones Ezekiel 37
The man with the measuring rod Ezekiel 40:1–4
The millennial temple Ezekiel 40:5–42
God’s glory fills the temple Ezekiel 43

Nebuchadnezzar The great tree Daniel 4:4–27
Daniel The four beasts Daniel 7:1
Amos The swarm of locusts Amos 7:1–3

The conflict by fire Amos 7:4–6
The plumb line Amos 7:7–9
The basket of summer fruit Amos 8

Obadiah Judgment of Edom Obadiah 1
Nahum Judgment on Nineveh Nahum 1
Zechariah The rider on the red horse Zechariah 1:7–17

The four horns and four craftsmen Zechariah 1:18–21
The man with the measuring line Zechariah 2:1–13
Joshua the high priest Zechariah 3
The golden lampstand and two olive trees Zechariah 4
The flying scroll Zechariah 5:1–4
The basket and the women Zechariah 5:5–11
The four chariots Zechariah 6

Cornelius Send for Peter Acts 10:3–6
Peter A sheet full of creatures Acts 10:9–17
Paul The man from Macedonia Acts 16:9
Paul Do not be afraid Acts 18:9
John Patmos vision Revelation 1; 4—22

D R E A M S

Abimelech Sarah is Abraham’s wife Genesis 20:3
Jacob The ladder to heaven Genesis 28:12

Streaked, speckled and spotted rams Genesis 31:10
Laban How to talk to Jacob Genesis 31:24
Joseph Sheaves and stars bow down Genesis 37:5,9
Pharaoh’s butler The three branches Genesis 40:9–11
Pharaoh’s baker The three baskets Genesis 40:16–17
Pharaoh Seven cows and seven heads of grain Genesis 41
Midianite A loaf of barley bread Judges 7:13
Solomon Request for wisdom 1 Kings 3:5
Nebuchadnezzar The great image Daniel 2:24–47
Joseph Take Mary as your wife Matthew 1:20

Go to Egypt Matthew 2:13
Wise men Return home by an alternate route Matthew 2:12
Pilate’s wife Concerning Jesus Matthew 27:19



winds, O breath, and breathe on
these slain, that they may alive.” ’ ”

10So I prophesied as He com-
manded me, and breath came into
them, and they lived, and stood
upon their feet, an bexceedingly
great army.

Vision explained
11Then He said to me, “Son of

man, these bones are the cwhole
house of Israel. They indeed say,
‘Our bones are dry, our hope is
dlost, and we ourselves are cut off!’

12“Therefore prophesy and say to
them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD:
“Behold, O My people, I will eopen
your graves and cause you to come
up from your fgraves, and bring you
into the land of Israel.

13“Then you shall know that I am
the LORD, when I have opened your
graves, O My people, and brought
you up from your graves.

14“I will put My gSpirit in you,
and you shall live, and I will place
you in your own land. Then you
shall know that I, the LORD, have
spoken it and performed it,” says
the LORD.’ ”

Sign of the two sticks
15Again the word of the LORD

came to me, hsaying,
16“As for you, son of man, take a

stick for yourself and write on it:
‘For Judah and for the children of Is-
rael, his companions.’ Then take an-
other stick and write on it, ‘For Jo-
seph, the stick of Ephraim, and for
all the house of Israel, his compan-
ions.’

17“Then join them one to another
for yourself into one stick, and they
will become ione in your hand.

18“And when the children of your
people speak to you, saying, ‘Will
you not show us what you mean by
these?’—

19“say to them, ‘Thus says the
Lord GOD: “Surely I will take the
stick of Joseph, which is in the hand
of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel,
his companions; and I will join
them with it, with the stick of Ju-
dah, and make them one stick, and
they will be one in My hand.” ’

20“And the sticks on which you
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write will be in your hand before
their eyes.

21“Then say to them, ‘Thus says
the Lord GOD: “Surely I will take
the jchildren of Israel from among
the nations, wherever they have
gone, and will kgather them from
every side and lbring them into
their own land;

22“and I will make them one na-
tion in the land, on the mountains of
Israel; and one mking shall be king
over them all; they shall no longer
be two nations, nor shall they ever
be divided into two kingdoms again.

23“They shall not defile them-
selves anymore with their idols, nor
with their detestable things, nor
with any of their transgressions; but
I will deliver them from all their
dwelling places in which they have
sinned, and will ncleanse them.
Then they shall be My people, and I
will be their God.

24o“David My servant shall be
king over them, and they shall all
have one shepherd; they shall also
walk in My judgments and observe
My statutes, and do them.

25“Then they shall dwell in the
land that I have given to Jacob My
servant, where your fathers dwelt;
and they shall dwell there, they,
their children, and their children’s
children, pforever; and qMy servant
David shall be their prince forever.

26“Moreover I will make a rcov-
enant of peace with them, and it
shall be an everlasting covenant
with them; I will establish them and
multiply them, and I will set My
sanctuary in their midst forever-
more.

27“My tabernacle also shall be
with them; indeed I will be their
God, and they shall be My people.

28“The nations also will know
that I, the LORD, sanctify Israel,
when My sanctuary is in their midst
forevermore.” ’ ”

Prophecy against Gog:
future invasion of Palestine

by northern confederacy

38NOW the word of the LORD
came to me, saying,

2“Son of man, set your face
against sGog, of the land of tMagog,



have acquired livestock and goods,
who dwell in the midst of the land.

13 j“Sheba, kDedan, the mer-
chants of lTarshish, and all their
young lions will say to you, ‘Have
you come to take plunder? Have you
gathered your army to take booty, to
carry away silver and gold, to take
away livestock and goods, to take
great plunder?’ ” ’

14“Therefore, son of man, proph-
esy and say to mGog, ‘Thus says the
Lord GOD: “On that nday when My
people Israel dwell safely, will you
not know it?

15“Then you will come from your
place out of the far north, you and
many peoples with you, all of them
riding on horses, a great company
and a mighty army.

16“You will come up against My
people Israel like a cloud, to cover
the land. It will be in the o latter
days that I will bring you against My
land, so that the nations may pknow
Me, when I am qhallowed in you, O
rGog, before their eyes.”

17‘Thus says the Lord GOD: s“Are
you he of whom I have spoken in
former days by My servants the
prophets of Israel, who prophesied
for years in those days that I would
bring you against them?

18“And it will come to pass at the
same time, when tGog comes
against the land of Israel,” says the
Lord GOD, “that My fury will show
in My face.

19“For in My jealousy and in the
fire of My wrath I have spoken:
u‘Surely in that day there shall be
a great earthquake in the land of
Israel,

20‘so that the fish of the sea, the
birds of the heavens, the beasts of
the field, all creeping things that
creep on the earth, and all men who
are on the face of the earth shall

the prince of Rosh,* aMeshech, and
Tubal, and prophesy against him,

3“and say, ‘Thus says the Lord
GOD: “Behold, I am against you, O
bGog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech,
and Tubal.

4“I will cturn you around, put
hooks into your jaws, and dlead you
out, with all your army, horses, and
horsemen, all splendidly clothed, a
great company with bucklers and
shields, all of them handling swords.

5“Persia, Ethiopia,* and Libya*

are with them, all of them with
shield and helmet;

6e“Gomer and all its troops; the
house of fTogarmah from the far
north and all its troops—many peo-
ple are with you.

7“Prepare yourself and be ready,
you and all your companies that are
gathered about you; and be a guard
for them.

8g“After many days you will be
visited. In the latter years you will
come into the land of those brought
back from the sword and gathered
from many people on the mountains
of Israel, which had long been deso-
late; they were brought out of the
nations, and now all of them dwell
hsafely.

9“You will ascend, coming like a
storm, covering the land like a
cloud, you and all your troops and
many peoples with you.”

10‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “On
that day it shall come to pass that
thoughts will arise in your mind,
and you will make an evil plan:

11“You will say, ‘I will go up
against a land of iunwalled villages;
I will go to a peaceful people, who
dwell safely, all of them dwelling
without walls, and having neither
bars nor gates’—

12“to take plunder and to take
booty, to stretch out your hand
against the waste places that are
again inhabited, and against a peo-
ple gathered from the nations, who
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shake at My presence. The amoun-
tains shall be thrown down, the
steep places shall fall, and every
wall shall fall to the ground.’

21“I will call for a bsword against
Gog throughout all My mountains,”
says the Lord GOD. c“Every man’s
sword will be against his brother.

22“And I will bring him to judg-
ment with pestilence and blood-
shed; I will rain down on him, on
his troops, and on the many peoples
who are with him, d flooding rain,
great hailstones, fire, and brimstone.

23“Thus I will magnify Myself and
sanctify Myself, and I will be
eknown in the eyes of many na-
tions. Then they shall know that I
am the LORD.” ’

Prophecy against Gog (continued):
destruction of invaders

39“AND you, son of man,
prophesy against fGog, and

say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Be-
hold, I am against you, O Gog, the
prince of fRosh,* Meshech, and Tu-
bal;

2“and I will gturn you around and
lead you on, bringing you up from
the far north, and bring you against
the mountains of Israel.

3“Then I will knock the bow out
of your left hand, and cause the ar-
rows to fall out of your right hand.

4“You shall fall upon the hmoun-
tains of Israel, you and all your
troops and the peoples who are
with you; I will give you to birds of
prey of every sort and to the beasts
of the field to be idevoured.

5“You shall fall on the open field;
for I have spoken,” says the Lord
GOD.

6“And I will send jfire on Magog
and on those who live in security in
the coastlands. Then they shall
know that I am the LORD.

7“So I will make My holy name
known in the midst of My people Is-
rael, and I will not let them kpro-
fane My holy name anymore. Then
the nations shall lknow that I am
the LORD, the Holy One in Israel.

8“Surely it is coming, and m it
shall be done,” says the Lord GOD.
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“This is the day of which I have spo-
ken.

9“Then those who dwell in the
cities of Israel will go out and set on
fire and burn the weapons, both the
shields and bucklers, the bows and
arrows, the javelins and spears; and
they will make fires with them for
seven years.

10“They will not take wood from
the field nor cut down any from the
forests, because they will make fires
with the weapons; and they will
nplunder those who plundered
them, and pillage those who pil-
laged them,” says the Lord GOD.

11“It will come to pass in that day
that I will give oGog a burial place
there in Israel, the valley of those
who pass by east of the sea; and it
will obstruct travelers, because
there they will bury Gog and all his
multitude. Therefore they will call
it the Valley of Hamon Gog.

12“For seven months the house of
Israel will be burying them, in or-
der to pcleanse the land.

13“Indeed all the people of the
land will be burying, and they will
gain qrenown for it on the day that I
am glorified,” says the Lord GOD.

14“They will set apart men regu-
larly employed, with the help of a
search party,* to pass through the
land and bury those bodies remain-
ing on the ground, in order to
cleanse it. At the end of seven
months they will make a search.

15“The search party will pass
through the land; and when anyone
sees a man’s bone, he shall set up a
marker by it, till the buriers have
buried it in the Valley of Hamon Gog.

16“The name of the city will also
be Hamonah. Thus they shall
cleanse the land.” ’

17“And as for you, son of man,
thus says the Lord GOD, ‘Speak to
every sort of bird and to every beast
of the field:

“Assemble yourselves and come;
Gather together from all sides

to My rsacrificial meal
*39:1 Targum, Vulgate, and Aquila read chief
prince of. *39:14 Literally those who pass
through

39:11,15 Hamon Gog. That is, multitude of Gog.



and My hand which I have laid on
them.

22“So the house of Israel shall
know that I am the LORD their God
from that day forward.

23“The Gentiles shall cknow that
the house of Israel went into captiv-
ity for their iniquity; because they
were unfaithful to Me, therefore I
dhid My face from them. I gave
them into the hand of their ene-
mies, and they all fell by the sword.

24“According to their unclean-
ness and according to their trans-
gressions I have dealt with them,
and hidden My face from them.” ’

Israel restored and converted
25“Therefore thus says the Lord

GOD: e ‘Now I will bring back the
captives of Jacob, and have mercy
on the fwhole house of Israel; and I
will be jealous for My holy name—

26‘after they have borne their
shame, and all their unfaithfulness
in which they were unfaithful to
Me, when they dwelt safely in their
own land and no one made them
afraid.

27g ‘When I have brought them
back from the peoples and gathered
them out of their enemies’ lands,
and I am hallowed in them in the
sight of many nations,

28h ‘then they shall know that I
am the LORD their God, who sent
them into captivity among the na-
tions, but also brought them back to
their land, and left none of them
captive any longer.

29 i ‘And I will not hide My face
from them anymore; for I shall have
poured out My jSpirit on the house
of Israel,’ says the Lord GOD.”

VI. The Millennial Temple
and Its Worship, 40:1—47:12

Vision of the man
with the measuring rod

40IN the twenty-fifth year of
our captivity, at the begin-

ning of the year, on the tenth day of
the month, in the fourteenth year
after the city was kcaptured, on the
very same day the hand of the LORD

Which I am sacrificing for you,
A great sacrificial meal on the

mountains of Israel,
That you may eat flesh and

drink blood.
18 You shall eat the flesh of the

mighty,
Drink the blood of the princes

of the earth,
Of rams and lambs,
Of goats and bulls,
All of them afatlings of Bashan.

19 You shall eat fat till you are full,
And drink blood till you are

drunk,
At My sacrificial meal
Which I am sacrificing for you.

20 You shall be filled at My table
With horses and riders,
With mighty men
And with all the men of war,”

says the Lord GOD.
21“I will bset My glory among the

nations; all the nations shall see My
judgment which I have executed,
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40:1 twenty-fifth year. Approximately 573 B.C.

40:5 DIFFICULTIES 
OF EXPOSITION

The last nine chapters of Ezekiel have posed numerous
problems for expositors. Five explanations have been
offered:

(1) Some feel these chapters describe the Solomonic
temple before its destruction in 586 B.C. This is not pos-
sible because of disagreement in detail with the ac-
counts in the books of Kings and Chronicles. 

(2) Some hold it is a description of the restoration
temple completed in the sixth century B.C. This view is
also untenable, because the descriptions do not tally. 

(3) Others maintain that the chapters portray an ideal
temple never realized. This position does not explain
why the portrayal is presented, nor why there is so
much detail. 

(4) Still another view is the claim that the picture is
one of the Church and its blessings in this age. This
view does not explain the symbolism, nor why large ar-
eas of Christian doctrine are omitted. And 

(5) the preferable interpretation is that Ezekiel gives a
picture of the millennial temple. Judging from the broad
context of the prophecy (the time subsequent to Israel’s
regathering and conversion) and the testimony of other
Scripture (Is. 66; Ezek. 6; 14), this interpretation is in
keeping with God’s prophetic program for the millenni-
um.

The Church is not in view here, but rather it is a
prophecy for the consummation of Israel’s history on
earth.



was upon me; and He took me
there.

2In the visions of God He atook
me into the land of Israel and set
me on a very high mountain; on it
toward the south was something
like the structure of a city.

3He took me there, and behold,
there was a bman whose appear-
ance was like the appearance of
bronze. He had a line of flax and a
measuring crod in his hand, and he
stood in the gateway.

4And the man said to me, “Son of
man, dlook with your eyes and hear
with your ears, and fix your mind
on everything I show you; for you
were brought here so that I might
show them to you. eDeclare to the
house of Israel everything you see.”

Vision of the millennial temple
5Now there was a wall all around

the outside of the temple.* In the
man’s hand was a measuring rod six
fcubits long, each being a cubit and
a handbreadth; and he measured
the width of the wall structure, one
frod; and the height, one rod.

6Then he went to the gateway
which faced geast; and he went up
its stairs and measured the thresh-
old of the gateway, which was one
rod wide, and the other threshold
was one rod wide.

7Each gate chamber was one rod
long and one rod wide; between the
gate chambers was a space of five
cubits; and the threshold of the
gateway by the vestibule of the in-
side gate was one rod.

8He also measured the vestibule
of the inside gate, one rod.

9Then he measured the vestibule
of the gateway, eight cubits; and the
gateposts, two cubits. The vestibule
of the gate was on the inside.

10In the eastern gateway were
three gate chambers on one side
and three on the other; the three
were all the same size; also the
gateposts were of the same size on
this side and that side.

11He measured the width of the
entrance to the gateway, ten cubits;
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and the length of the gate, thirteen
cubits.

12There was a space in front of the
gate chambers, one cubit on this
side and one cubit on that side; the
gate chambers were six cubits on
this side and six cubits on that side.

13Then he measured the gateway
from the roof of one gate chamber
to the roof of the other; the width
was twenty-five cubits, as door faces
door.

14He measured the gateposts, six-
ty cubits high, and the court all
around the gateway extended to the
gatepost.

15From the front of the entrance
gate to the front of the vestibule of
the inner gate was fifty cubits.

16There were hbeveled window
frames in the gate chambers and in
their intervening archways on the
inside of the gateway all around,
and likewise in the vestibules.
There were windows all around on
the inside. And on each gatepost
were ipalm trees.

17Then he brought me into the
jouter court; and there were kcham-
bers and a pavement made all
around the court; lthirty chambers
faced the pavement.

18The pavement was by the side
of the gateways, corresponding to
the length of the gateways; this was
the lower pavement.

19Then he measured the width
from the front of the lower gateway
to the front of the inner court exte-
rior, one hundred cubits toward the
east and the north.

20On the mouter court was also a
gateway facing north, and he mea-
sured its length and its width.

21Its gate chambers, three on this
side and three on that side, its
gateposts and its archways, had the
same measurements as the first
gate; its length was fifty cubits and
its width twenty-five cubits.

22Its windows and those of its
archways, and also its palm trees,
had the same measurements as the
gateway facing east; it was ascended
*40:5 Literally house, and so elsewhere in this
book

40:7 gate chamber. Perhaps a guard room.



court, and palm trees were on its
gateposts on this side and on that
side; and going up to it were eight
steps.

35Then he brought me to the
north gateway and measured it ac-
cording to these same measure-
ments—

36also its gate chambers, its
gateposts, and its archways. It had
windows all around; its length was
fifty cubits and its width twenty-five
cubits.

37Its gateposts faced the outer
court, palm trees were on its gate-
posts on this side and on that side,
and going up to it were eight steps.

38There was a chamber and its
entrance by the gateposts of the
gateway, where they cwashed the
burnt offering.

39In the vestibule of the gateway
were two tables on this side and
two tables on that side, on which to
slay the burnt offering, the dsin of-
fering, and the etrespass offering.

40At the outer side of the
vestibule, as one goes up to the en-
trance of the northern gateway,
were two tables; and on the other
side of the vestibule of the gateway
were two tables.

41Four tables were on this side and
four tables on that side, by the side
of the gateway, eight tables on which
they slaughtered the sacrifices.

42There were also four tables of
fhewn stone for the burnt offering,
one cubit and a half long, one cubit
and a half wide, and one cubit high;
on these they laid the instruments
with which they slaughtered the
burnt offering and the sacrifice.

43Inside were hooks, a ghand-
breadth wide, fastened all around;
and the flesh of the sacrifices was
on the tables.

Chambers of the singers and priests
44Outside the inner gate were the

chambers for the hsingers in the in-
ner court, one facing south at the
side of the northern gateway, and
the other facing north at the side of
the southern gateway.

45Then he said to me, “This

by seven steps, and its archway was
in front of it.

23A gate of the inner court was
opposite the northern gateway, just
as the eastern gateway; and he mea-
sured from gateway to gateway, one
hundred cubits.

24After that he brought me to-
ward the south, and there a gateway
was facing south; and he measured
its gateposts and archways accord-
ing to these same measurements.

25There were windows in it and
in its archways all around like those
windows; its length was fifty cubits
and its width twenty-five cubits.

26Seven steps led up to it, and its
archway was in front of them; and it
had palm trees on its gateposts, one
on this side and one on that side.

27There was also a gateway on the
inner court, facing south; and he
measured from gateway to gateway
toward the south, one hundred cu-
bits.

28Then he brought me to the in-
ner court through the southern
gateway; he measured the southern
gateway according to these same
measurements.

29Also its gate chambers, its
gateposts, and its archways were ac-
cording to these same measure-
ments; there were windows in it
and in its archways all around; it
was fifty cubits long and atwenty-
five bcubits wide.

30There were archways all around,
twenty-five cubits long and five cu-
bits wide.

31Its archways faced the outer
court, palm trees were on its gate-
posts, and going up to it were eight
steps.

32And he brought me into the in-
ner court facing east; he measured
the gateway according to these
same measurements.

33Also its gate chambers, its gate-
posts, and its archways were accord-
ing to these same measurements;
and there were windows in it and in
its archways all around; it was fifty
cubits long and twenty-five cubits
wide.

34Its archways faced the outer
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chamber which faces south is for
the priests who ahave charge of the
temple.

46“The chamber which faces
north is for the priests who bhave
charge of the altar; these are the
sons of cZadok, from the sons of
Levi, who come near the LORD to
minister to Him.”

47And he measured the court,
one hundred cubits long and one
hundred cubits wide, foursquare.
The altar was in front of the temple.

48Then he brought me to the
dvestibule of the temple and mea-
sured the doorposts of the vestibule,
five cubits on this side and five cu-
bits on that side; and the width of
the gateway was three cubits on this
side and three cubits on that side.

49The length of the vestibule was
twenty cubits, and the width eleven
cubits; and by the steps which led
up to it there were epillars by the
doorposts, one on this side and an-
other on that side.

The holy and most holy place,
side chambers, the rear buildings

and interior

41THEN he fbrought me into
the sanctuary* and measured

the doorposts, six cubits wide on
one side and six cubits wide on the
other side—the width of the taber-
nacle.

2The width of the entryway was
ten cubits, and the side walls of the
entrance were five cubits on this
side and five cubits on the other
side; and he measured its length,
forty cubits, and its width, twenty
cubits.

3Also he went inside and mea-
sured the doorposts, two cubits; and
the entrance, six cubits high; and the
width of the entrance, seven cubits.

4He measured the length, twenty
cubits; and the width, twenty cu-
bits, beyond the sanctuary; and he
said to me, g“This is the hMost Holy
Place.”

5Next, he measured the wall of
the temple, six icubits. The width of
each side chamber all around the
temple was four cubits on every side.
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6The side jchambers were in

three stories, one above the other,
thirty chambers in each story; they
rested on ledges which were for the
side chambers all around, that they
might be supported, but knot fas-
tened to the wall of the temple.

7 lAs one went up from story to
story, the side chambers became
wider all around, because their sup-
porting ledges in the wall of the
temple ascended like steps; there-
fore the width of the structure in-
creased as one went up from the
lowest story to the highest by way
of the middle one.

8I also saw an elevation all around
the temple; it was the foundation of
the side chambers, a full mrod, that
is, six cubits high.

9The thickness of the outer wall
of the side chambers was five cu-
bits, and so also the remaining ter-
race by the place of the side cham-
bers of the temple.

10And between it and the wall
chambers was a width of twenty cu-
bits all around the temple on every
side.

11The doors of the side chambers
opened on the terrace, one door to-
ward the north and another toward
the south; and the width of the ter-
race was five cubits all around.

12The building that faced the sep-
arating courtyard at its western end
was seventy cubits wide; the wall of
the building was five cubits thick all
around, and its length ninety cubits.

13So he measured the temple,
one nhundred cubits long; and the
separating courtyard with the build-
ing and its walls was one hundred
cubits long;

14also the width of the eastern
face of the temple, including the
separating courtyard, was one hun-
dred cubits.

15He measured the length of the
building behind it, facing the sepa-
rating courtyard, with its ogalleries
on the one side and on the other
side, one hundred cubits, as well as
*41:1 Hebrew heykal, here the main room of the
temple, sometimes called the holy place (compare
Exodus 26:33)

41:3 inside. That is, to the inner room.



The priests’ chambers and final
measurements of the temple

42THEN he kbrought me out
into the louter court, by the

way toward the mnorth; and he
brought me into the nchamber
which was opposite the oseparating
courtyard, and which was opposite
the building toward the north.

2Facing the length, which was
one hundred pcubits (the width was
fifty cubits), was the north door.

3Opposite the inner court of twen-
ty cubits, and opposite the qpave-
ment of the outer court, was rgallery
against gallery in three stories.

4In front of the chambers, toward
the inside, was a walk ten cubits
wide, at a distance of one cubit; and
their doors faced north.

5Now the upper chambers were
shorter, because the galleries took
away space from them more than
from the lower and middle stories
of the building.

6For they were in three stories
and did not have pillars like the pil-
lars of the courts; therefore the up-
per level was shortened more than
the lower and middle levels from
the ground up.

7And a wall which was outside ran
parallel to the chambers, at the front
of the chambers, toward the outer
court; its length was fifty cubits.

8The length of the chambers to-
ward the outer court was fifty cu-
bits, whereas that facing the temple
was one shundred cubits.

9At the lower chambers was the
entrance on the east side, as one
goes into them from the outer court.

10Also there were chambers in
the thickness of the wall of the
court toward the east, opposite the
separating courtyard and opposite
the building.

11There was a walk in front of
them also, and their appearance
was like the chambers which were
toward the north; they were as long
and as wide as the others, and all
their exits and entrances were ac-
cording to plan.

the inner temple and the porches of
the court,

16their doorposts and the
abeveled window frames. And the
galleries all around their three sto-
ries opposite the threshold were
paneled with bwood from the
ground to the windows—the win-
dows were covered—

17from the space above the door,
even to the inner room,* as well as
outside, and on every wall all
around, inside and outside, by mea-
sure.

18And it was made with ccheru-
bim and dpalm trees, a palm tree be-
tween cherub and cherub. Each
cherub had two faces,

19so that the face of a eman was
toward a palm tree on one side, and
the face of a young lion toward a
palm tree on the other side; thus it
was made throughout the temple all
around.

20From the floor to the space
above the door, and on the wall of
the sanctuary, cherubim and palm
trees were carved.

21The fdoorposts of the temple
were square, as was the front of the
sanctuary; their appearance was
similar.

22The galtar was of wood, three
cubits high, and its length two cu-
bits. Its corners, its length, and its
sides were of wood; and he said to
me, “This is the htable that is be-
fore the LORD.”

23 iThe temple and the sanctuary
had two doors.

24The doors had two jpanels
apiece, two folding panels: two pan-
els for one door and two panels for
the other door.

25Cherubim and palm trees were
carved on the doors of the temple
just as they were carved on the
walls. A wooden canopy was on the
front of the vestibule outside.

26There were beveled window
frames and palm trees on one side
and on the other, on the sides of the
vestibule—also on the side cham-
bers of the temple and on the
canopies.
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12And corresponding to the doors
of the chambers that were facing
south, as one enters them, there
was a door in front of the walk, the
way directly in front of the wall to-
ward the east.

13Then he said to me, “The north
chambers and the south chambers,
which are opposite the separating
courtyard, are the holy chambers
where the priests who aapproach
the LORD bshall eat the most holy of-
ferings. There they shall lay the
most holy offerings—the cgrain of-
fering, the sin offering, and the tres-
pass offering—for the place is holy.

14“When the priests enter them,
they shall not go out of the holy
chamber into the outer court; but
there they shall d leave their egar-
ments in which they minister, for
they are holy. They shall put on oth-
er garments; then they may ap-
proach that which is for the people.”

15Now when he had finished
measuring the inner temple, he
brought me out through the gate-
way that faces toward the feast, and
measured it all around.

16He measured the east side with
the measuring rod,* five hundred
grods by the measuring rod all
around.

17He measured the north side,
five hundred rods by the measuring
rod all around.

18He measured the south side, five
hundred rods by the measuring rod.

19He came around to the west
side and measured five hundred
rods by the measuring rod.

20He measured it on the four
sides; it had a hwall all around, ifive
hundred cubits long and five hun-
dred wide, to separate the holy ar-
eas from the jcommon.

Vision of glory of the LORD filling
the temple (cp. Ezek. 11:22–24)

43AFTERWARD he brought me
to the gate, the gate that

faces toward the keast.
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2And behold, the lglory of the

God of Israel came from the way of
the east. His mvoice was like the
sound of many waters; and the
earth shone with His nglory.

3It was like the appearance of the
vision which I saw—like the vision
which I saw when I came to destroy
the city. The visions were like the
vision which I saw by the River
Chebar; and I fell on my face.

4And the oglory of the LORD came
into the temple by way of the gate
which faces toward the east.

5The pSpirit lifted me up and
brought me into the inner court;
and behold, the glory of the LORD
qfilled the temple.

The place of the throne in the
coming kingdom

6Then I heard Him speaking to
me from the temple, while a rman
stood beside me.

7And He said to me, “Son of man,
this is the splace of My throne and
the place of the soles of My feet,
where I will tdwell in the midst of
the children of Israel forever. No
more shall the house of Israel defile
My holy name, they nor their kings,
by their harlotry or with the car-
casses of their kings on their uhigh
places.

8“When they set their threshold
by My threshold, and their doorpost
by My doorpost, with a wall be-
tween them and Me, they vdefiled
My holy name by the abominations
which they committed; therefore I
have consumed them in My anger.

9“Now let them put their harlotry
and the carcasses of their kings far
away from Me, and I will dwell in
their midst forever.

10“Son of man, describe the tem-
ple to the house of Israel, that they
may be ashamed of their iniquities;
and let them measure the pattern.

11“And if they are ashamed of all
that they have done, make known
*42:16 Compare 40:5

43:3 when I came. Obviously it was not Ezekiel who
came to destroy the city of Jerusalem for her sins, but the
LORD Himself. On the basis of the requirements of the con-
text, the reading in some six manuscripts, the version of
Theodotion and that of the Vulgate, the best reading is

“when He came to destroy the city.” A possible rendering,
and perhaps preferable, would be to read the final letter of
the disputed word as a well-known abbreviation for
“LORD,” thus giving us the reading “when the LORD came to
destroy the city.”



its base, one cubit all around; and
its isteps face toward the east.”

18And He said to me, “Son of
man, thus says the Lord GOD:
‘These are the ordinances for the al-
tar on the day when it is made, for
sacrificing jburnt offerings on it, and
for ksprinkling blood on it.

The offerings
19‘You shall give a young lbull for

a sin offering to the mpriests, the Le-
vites, who are of the seed of nZa-
dok, who oapproach Me to minister
to Me,’ says the Lord GOD.

20‘You shall take some of its blood
and put it on the four horns of the
altar, on the four corners of the
ledge, and on the rim around it;
thus you shall cleanse it and make
atonement for it.

21‘Then you shall also take the
bull of the sin offering, and pburn it
in the appointed place of the tem-
ple, qoutside the sanctuary.

22‘On the second day you shall of-
fer a kid of the goats without blem-
ish for a sin offering; and they shall
cleanse the altar, as they cleansed it
with the bull.

23‘When you have finished
cleansing it, you shall offer a young
bull without blemish, and a ram
from the flock without blemish.

24‘When you offer them before
the LORD, the priests shall throw
rsalt on them, and they will offer
them up as a burnt offering to the
LORD.

25‘Every day for sseven days you
shall prepare a goat for a sin offer-
ing; they shall also prepare a young
bull and a ram from the flock, both
without blemish.

26‘Seven days they shall make
atonement for the altar and purify
it, and so consecrate it.

27‘When these days are over it
shall be, on the teighth day and
thereafter, that the priests shall offer
your burnt offerings and your peace
offerings on the altar; and I will ac-
cept you,’ says the Lord GOD.”

Gate for the prince
to eat bread before the LORD

44THEN He brought me back
to the outer gate of the sanc-

to them the design of the temple
and its arrangement, its exits and its
entrances, its entire design and all
its aordinances, all its forms and all
its laws. Write it down in their
sight, so that they may keep its
whole design and all its ordinances,
and bperform them.

12“This is the law of the temple:
The whole area surrounding the
cmountaintop is most holy. Behold,
this is the law of the temple.

Measure of the altar of sacrifice
13“These are the measurements of

the daltar in cubits (the ecubit is one
cubit and a ehandbreadth): the base
one cubit high and one cubit wide,
with a rim all around its edge of one
espan. This is the height of the altar:

14“from the base on the ground to
the lower f ledge, two cubits; the
width of the ledge, one cubit; from
the smaller ledge to the larger
ledge, four cubits; and the width of
the ledge, one cubit.

15“The altar hearth is four cubits
high, with four ghorns extending
upward from the hearth.

16“The altar hearth is twelve cu-
bits long, twelve wide, hsquare at
its four corners;

17“the ledge, fourteen cubits long
and fourteen wide on its four sides,
with a rim of half a cubit around it;
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43:19 THE PROBLEM 
WITH SACRIFICES

A problem is posed by this paragraph (vv. 19–27). Since
the NT clearly teaches that animal sacrifices do not in
themselves cleanse away sin (Heb. 10:4) and that the
one sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ that was made at
Calvary completely provides for such expiation (com-
pare Heb. 9:12,26,28; 10:10,14), how can there be a
fulfillment of such a prophecy? Two answers have been
suggested: (1) Such sacrifices, if actually offered, will
be memorial in character. They will, according to this
view, look back to our Lord’s work on the cross, as the
offerings of the old covenant anticipated His sacrifice.
They would, of course, have no expiatory value. And
(2) the reference to sacrifices is not to be taken literally,
in view of the putting away of such offerings, but is
rather to be regarded as a presentation of the worship of
redeemed Israel, in her own land and in the millennial
temple, using the terms with which the Jews were fa-
miliar in Ezekiel’s day.



tuary which faces toward the east,
but it was shut.

2And the LORD said to me, “This
gate shall be shut; it shall not be
opened, and no man shall enter by
it, because the LORD God of Israel
has aentered by it; therefore it shall
be shut.

3“As for the bprince, because he
is the prince, he may sit in it to ceat
bread before the LORD; dhe shall en-
ter by way of the vestibule of the
gateway, and go out the same way.”

The glory fills the house
4Also He brought me by way of

the north gate to the front of the
temple; so I looked, and behold, the
eglory of the LORD filled the house of
the LORD; and I fell on my face.

5And the LORD said to me, “Son of
man, fmark well, see with your eyes
and hear with your ears, all that I
say to you concerning all the gordi-
nances of the house of the LORD and
all its laws. Mark well who may en-
ter the house and all who go out
from the sanctuary.

6“Now say to the rebellious, to
the house of Israel, ‘Thus says the
Lord GOD: “O house of Israel, let Us
hhave no more of all your abomina-
tions.

7“When you brought in iforeign-
ers, juncircumcised in heart and un-
circumcised in flesh, to be in My
sanctuary to defile it—My house—
and when you offered My food, the
fat and the blood, then they broke
My covenant because of all your
abominations.

8“And you have not kept charge
of My holy things, but you have set
others to keep charge of My sanctu-
ary for you.”

The priests of the future temple
9‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “No

kforeigner, uncircumcised in heart
or uncircumcised in flesh, shall en-
ter My sanctuary, including any for-
eigner who is among the children of
Israel.

10“And the lLevites who went far
from Me, when Israel went astray,
who strayed away from Me after
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their idols, they shall bear their in-
iquity.

11“Yet they shall be ministers in
My sanctuary, as gatekeepers of the
house and ministers of the house;
they shall slay the burnt offering
and the sacrifice for the people, and
they shall stand before them to min-
ister to them.

12“Because they ministered to
them before their idols and caused
the house of Israel to fall into iniq-
uity, therefore I have mraised My
hand in an oath against them,” says
the Lord GOD, “that they shall bear
their iniquity.

13“And they shall nnot come near
Me to minister to Me as priest, nor
come near any of My holy things,
nor into the Most Holy Place; but
they shall bear their shame and
their abominations which they have
committed.

14“Nevertheless I will make them
okeep charge of the temple, for all
its work, and for all that has to be
done in it.

15“But the priests, the Levites,
the psons of Zadok, who kept
charge of My sanctuary when the
children of Israel went astray from
Me, they shall come near Me to
minister to Me; and they qshall
stand before Me to offer to Me the
fat and the blood,” says the Lord
GOD.

16“They shall renter My sanctu-
ary, and they shall come near My
table to minister to Me, and they
shall keep My charge.

17“And it shall be, whenever they
enter the gates of the inner court,
that s they shall put on linen gar-
ments; no wool shall come upon
them while they minister within
the gates of the inner court or with-
in the house.

18“They shall have linen turbans
on their heads and linen trousers on
their bodies; they shall not clothe
themselves with anything that
causes sweat.

19“When they go out to the outer
court, to the outer court to the peo-
ple, they shall take off their gar-
ments in which they have minis-

44:3 prince. This prince is not the Messiah, as shown by his actions in chs. 44—46.



The LORD’s district of land

45“MOREOVER, when you qdi-
vide the land by lot into in-

heritance, you shall set apart a rdis-
trict for the LORD, a holy section of
the land; its length shall be twenty-
five thousand cubits, and the width
ten thousand. It shall be holy
throughout its territory all around.

2“Of this there shall be a square
plot for the sanctuary, sfive hundred
by five hundred rods, with fifty tcu-
bits around it for an open space.

3“So this is the district you shall
measure: twenty-five thousand cu-
bits long and ten thousand wide; in
it shall be the usanctuary, the Most
Holy Place.

4“It shall be a holy section of the
land, belonging to the priests, the
ministers of the sanctuary, who
come near to minister to the LORD;
it shall be a place for their houses
and a holy place for the sanctuary.

5“An area twenty-five thousand
cubits long and ten thousand wide
shall belong to the Levites, the min-
isters of the temple; they shall have
twenty chambers as a possession.*

6“You shall appoint as the proper-
ty of the city an area vfive thousand
cubits wide and twenty-five thou-
sand long, adjacent to the district of
the holy section; it shall belong to
the whole house of Israel.

Section for the prince
7“The wprince shall have a sec-

tion on one side and the other of
the holy district and the city’s prop-
erty; and bordering on the holy dis-
trict and the city’s property, extend-
ing westward on the west side and
eastward on the east side, the
length shall be side by side with one
of the tribal portions, from the west
border to the east border.

8“The land shall be his possession
in Israel; and My princes shall no
more oppress My people, but they
shall xgive the rest of the land to the
house of Israel, according to their
tribes.”

9 ‘Thus says the Lord GOD:
y“Enough, O princes of Israel! Re-

tered, a leave them in the holy
chambers, and put on other gar-
ments; and in their holy garments
they shall bnot sanctify the people.

20“They shall neither cshave their
heads nor let their hair grow dlong,
but they shall keep their hair well
trimmed.

21“No priest shall edrink wine
when he enters the inner court.

22“They shall not take as wife a
fwidow or a divorced woman, but
take virgins of the descendants of
the house of Israel, or widows of
priests.

23“And they shall gteach My peo-
ple the difference between the holy
and the unholy, and cause them to
hdiscern between the unclean and
the clean.

24“In icontroversy they shall
stand as judges, and judge it accord-
ing to My judgments. They shall
keep My laws and My statutes in all
My appointed meetings, and they
shall hallow My Sabbaths.

25“They shall not defile them-
selves by coming near a dead per-
son. Only for father or mother, for
son or daughter, for brother or un-
married sister may they defile them-
selves.

26“After he is cleansed, they shall
count jseven days for him.

27“And on the day that he goes to
the sanctuary to minister in the
sanctuary, he must offer his ksin of-
fering in the inner court,” says the
Lord GOD.

28“It shall be, in regard to their
inheritance, that lI am their inheri-
tance. You shall give them no mpos-
session in Israel, for I am their pos-
session.

29“They shall eat the grain offer-
ing, the sin offering, and the tres-
pass offering; every ndedicated
thing in Israel shall be theirs.

30“The obest of all firstfruits of
any kind, and every sacrifice of any
kind from all your sacrifices, shall
be the priest’s; also you shall give to
the priest the first of your ground
meal, to cause a blessing to rest on
your house.

31“The priests pshall not eat any-
thing, bird or beast, that died natu-
rally or was torn by wild beasts.
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move violence and plundering, exe-
cute justice and righteousness, and
stop dispossessing My people,” says
the Lord GOD.

10“You shall have ahonest scales,
an honest bephah, and an honest
bbath.

11“The ephah and the bath shall
be of the same measure, so that the
bath contains one-tenth of a cho-
mer, and the ephah one-tenth of a
homer; their measure shall be ac-
cording to the homer.

12“The dshekel shall be twenty
dgerahs; twenty shekels, twenty-five
shekels, and fifteen shekels shall be
your dmina.

13“This is the offering which you
shall offer: you shall give one-sixth
of an ephah from a homer of wheat,
and one-sixth of an ephah from a
homer of barley.

14“The ordinance concerning oil,
the bath of oil, is one-tenth of a bath
from a ekor. A kor is a homer or ten
baths, for ten baths are a homer.

15“And one lamb shall be given
from a flock of two hundred, from
the rich pastures of Israel. These
shall be for grain offerings, burnt of-
ferings, and peace offerings, to
make atonement for them,” says the
Lord GOD.

16“All the people of the land shall
fgive this offering for the prince in
Israel.

17“Then it shall be the gprince’s
part to give burnt offerings, grain of-
ferings, and drink offerings, at the
feasts, the New Moons, the Sab-
baths, and at all the appointed sea-
sons of the house of Israel. He shall
prepare the sin offering, the grain
offering, the burnt offering, and the
peace offerings to make atonement
for the house of Israel.”

18 ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “In
the first month, on the first day of
the month, you shall take a young
bull without blemish and cleanse
the sanctuary.

19“The priest shall take some of
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the blood of the sin offering and put
it on the doorposts of the temple,
on the four corners of the ledge of
the altar, and on the gateposts of the
gate of the inner court.

20“And so you shall do on the sev-
enth day of the month for everyone
who has hsinned unintentionally or
in ignorance. Thus you shall make
atonement for the temple.

21 i“In the first month, on the
fourteenth day of the month, you
shall observe the Passover, a feast of
seven days; unleavened bread shall
be eaten.

22“And on that day the prince
shall prepare for himself and for all
the people of the land a jbull for a
sin offering.

23“On the seven days of the feast
he shall prepare a burnt offering to
the LORD, seven bulls and seven
rams without blemish, daily for sev-
en days, and a kid of the goats daily
for a sin offering.

24“And he shall prepare a grain
offering of one kephah for each bull
and one ephah for each ram, togeth-
er with a khin of oil for each ephah.

25“In the seventh month, on the
lfifteenth day of the month, at the
feast, he shall do likewise for seven
days, according to the sin offering,
the burnt offering, the grain offer-
ing, and the oil.”

The prince to worship first; then he
is to lead the people in worship

46‘THUS says the Lord GOD:
“The gateway of the inner

court that faces toward the east
shall be shut the six mworking days;
but on the Sabbath it shall be
opened, and on the day of the New
Moon it shall be opened.

2“The prince shall nenter by way
of the vestibule of the gateway from
the outside, and stand by the
gatepost. The priests shall prepare
his burnt offering and his peace of-
ferings. He shall worship at the
threshold of the gate. Then he shall

45:18 first month. This is the month of Abib (or Nisan)
in the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the mod-
ern months of March–April. For more information on the
Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

45:25 seventh month. This is the month of Tishri (or

Ethanim) in the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to
the modern months of September–October. For more in-
formation on the Hebrew religious calendar, see the note
at Lev. 23:2.



and after he goes out the gate shall
be shut.

13“You shall daily make a burnt
offering to the LORD of a lamb of the
first year without blemish; you shall
prepare it every jmorning.

14“And you shall prepare a grain
offering with it every morning, a
sixth of an kephah, and a third of a
khin of oil to moisten the fine flour.
This grain offering is a perpetual or-
dinance, to be made regularly to the
LORD.

15“Thus they shall prepare the
lamb, the grain offering, and the oil,
as a lregular burnt offering every
morning.”

16‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “If the
prince gives a mgift of some of his
inheritance to any of his sons, it
shall belong to his sons; it is their
possession by inheritance.

17“But if he gives a gift of some of
his inheritance to one of his ser-
vants, it shall be his until the nyear
of liberty, after which it shall return
to the prince. But his inheritance
shall belong to his sons; it shall be-
come theirs.

18“Moreover the oprince shall not
take any of the people’s inheritance
by pevicting them from their prop-
erty; he shall provide an inheritance
for his sons from his own property,
so that none of My people may be
qscattered from his property.” ’ ”

Place for boiling and baking
19Now he brought me through

the rentrance, which was at the
side of the gate, into the holy
schambers of the priests which face
toward the north; and there a place
was situated at their extreme west-
ern end.

20And he said to me, “This is the
place where the priests shall tboil
the trespass offering and the sin of-
fering, and where they shall ubake
the grain offering, so that they do
not bring them out into the outer
court to vsanctify the people.”

21Then he brought me out into
the outer court and caused me to
pass by the four corners of the
court; and in fact, in every corner of
the court there was another court.

22In the four corners of the court

go out, but the gate shall not be
shut until evening.

3“Likewise the apeople of the
land shall worship at the entrance
to this gateway before the LORD on
the Sabbaths and the New Moons.

4“The burnt offering that the
prince boffers to the LORD on the
cSabbath day shall be six lambs
without blemish, and a ram without
blemish;

5“and the grain offering shall be
one dephah for a ram, and the grain
offering for the lambs, as much as
he wants to give, as well as a dhin of
oil with every ephah.

6“On the day of the New Moon it
shall be a young bull without blem-
ish, six lambs, and a ram; they shall
be without blemish.

7“He shall prepare a grain offering
of an eephah for a bull, an ephah for
a ram, as much as he wants to give
for the lambs, and a ehin of oil with
every ephah.

8“When the prince enters, he
shall go in by way of the vestibule of
the gateway, and go out the same
way.

9“But when the people of the
land come fbefore the LORD on the
appointed feast days, whoever en-
ters by way of the north ggate to
worship shall go out by way of the
south gate; and whoever enters by
way of the south gate shall go out by
way of the north gate. He shall not
return by way of the gate through
which he came, but shall go out
through the opposite gate.

10“The prince shall then be h in
their midst. When they go in, he
shall go in; and when they go out,
he shall go out.

11“At the festivals and the ap-
pointed feast days the grain offering
shall be an iephah for a bull, an
ephah for a ram, as much as he
wants to give for the lambs, and a
ihin of oil with every ephah.

12“Now when the prince makes a
voluntary burnt offering or volun-
tary peace offering to the LORD, the
gate that faces toward the east shall
then be opened for him; and he
shall prepare his burnt offering and
his peace offerings as he did on the
Sabbath day. Then he shall go out,
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were enclosed courts, forty acubits
long and thirty wide; all four cor-
ners were the same size.

23There was a row of building
stones all around in them, all
around the four of them; and cook-
ing hearths were made under the
rows of stones all around.

24And he said to me, “These are
the kitchens where the ministers of
the temple shall boil the sacrifices
of the people.”

The river of the sanctuary
(cp. Zech. 14:8–9; Rev. 22:1–2)

47THEN he brought me back to
the door of the temple; and

there was bwater, flowing from un-
der the threshold of the temple to-
ward the east, for the front of the
temple faced east; the water was
flowing from under the right side of
the temple, south of the altar.

2He brought me out by way of the
north gate, and led me around on
the outside to the outer gateway
that faces ceast; and there was wa-
ter, running out on the right side.

3And when the dman went out to
the east with the line in his hand,
he measured one thousand ecubits,
and he brought me through the wa-
ters; the water came up to my an-
kles.

4Again he measured one thou-
sand and brought me through the
waters; the water came up to my
knees. Again he measured one
thousand and brought me through;
the water came up to my waist.

5Again he measured one thou-
sand, and it was a river that I could
not cross; for the water was too
deep, water in which one must
swim, a river that could not be
crossed.

6He said to me, “Son of man,
have you seen this?” Then he
brought me and returned me to the
bank of the river.

7When I returned, there, along
the bank of the river, were very
many f trees on one side and the
other.
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8Then he said to me: “This water

flows toward the eastern region,
goes down into the valley, and en-
ters the sea. When it reaches the
sea, its waters are healed.

9“And it shall be that every living
thing that moves, wherever the
rivers go, will live. There will be a
very great multitude of fish, because
these waters go there; for they will
be healed, and everything will live
wherever the river goes.

10“It shall be that fishermen will
stand by it from En Gedi to En Egla-
im; they will be places for spreading
their nets. Their fish will be of the
same kinds as the fish of the gGreat
Sea, exceedingly many.

11“But its swamps and marshes
will not be healed; they will be giv-
en over to salt.

12“Along the bank of the river, on
this side and that, will grow all
kinds of trees used for food; their
h leaves will not wither, and their
fruit will not fail. They will bear
fruit every month, because their
water flows from the sanctuary.
Their fruit will be for food, and
their hleaves for imedicine.”

VII. The Division of the Land
during the Millennial Age, 

47:13—48:35

Borders of the land (cp. Gen. 15:18–21)
13Thus says the Lord GOD: “These

are the jborders by which you shall
divide the land as an inheritance
among the twelve tribes of Israel.
kJoseph shall have two portions.

14“You shall inherit it equally
with one another; for I lraised My
hand in an oath to give it to your fa-
thers, and this land shall fall to you
as your inheritance.

15“This shall be the border of the
land on the north: from the mGreat
Sea, by the nroad to Hethlon, as one
goes to oZedad,

16p“Hamath, qBerothah, Sibraim
(which is between the border of Da-
mascus and the border of Hamath),

47:8 valley. Arabah in Hebrew. When used with the
definite article only, it refers to the valley which runs from
the Sea of Galilee to the Gulf of Aqabah. South of the Dead

Sea the name is still retained (Wady el-Arabah).
47:9 rivers. Literally two rivers.



tion for kDan from its east to its
west side;

2“by the border of Dan, from the
east side to the west, one section
for lAsher;

3“by the border of Asher, from
the east side to the west, one sec-
tion for mNaphtali;

4“by the border of Naphtali, from
the east side to the west, one sec-
tion for nManasseh;

5“by the border of Manasseh,
from the east side to the west, one
section for oEphraim;

6“by the border of Ephraim, from
the east side to the west, one sec-
tion for pReuben;

7“by the border of Reuben, from
the east side to the west, one sec-
tion for qJudah;

District of land for the sanctuary
8“by the border of Judah, from

the east side to the west, shall be
the rdistrict which you shall set
apart, twenty-five thousand cubits
in width, and in length the same as
one of the other portions, from the
east side to the west, with the
ssanctuary in the center.

9“The district that you shall set
apart for the LORD shall be twenty-
five thousand cubits in length and
ten thousand in width.

District of the land
for the priests and Levites

10“To these—to the priests—the
holy district shall belong: on the
north twenty-five thousand cubits in
length, on the west ten thousand in
width, on the east ten thousand in
width, and on the south twenty-five
thousand in length. The sanctuary of
the LORD shall be in the center.

11 t“It shall be for the priests of
the sons of Zadok, who are sancti-
fied, who have kept My charge,
who did not go astray when the
children of Israel went astray, uas
the Levites went astray.

to Hazar Hatticon (which is on the
border of Hauran).

17“Thus the boundary shall be
from the Sea to aHazar Enan, the
border of Damascus; and as for the
north, northward, it is the border of
Hamath. This is the north side.

18“On the east side you shall
mark out the border from between
Hauran and Damascus, and be-
tween Gilead and the land of Israel,
along the Jordan, and along the east-
ern side of the sea. This is the east
side.

19“The south side, toward the
South,* shall be from Tamar to the
bwaters of cMeribah by Kadesh,
along the brook to the dGreat Sea.
This is the south side, toward the
South.

20“The west side shall be the
eGreat Sea, from the southern
boundary until one comes to a point
opposite Hamath. This is the west
side.

21“Thus you shall fdivide this
land among yourselves according to
the tribes of Israel.

22“It shall be that you will divide
it by glot as an inheritance for your-
selves, and for the hstrangers who
dwell among you and who bear chil-
dren among you. iThey shall be to
you as native-born among the chil-
dren of Israel; they shall have an in-
heritance with you among the tribes
of Israel.

23“And it shall be that in whatev-
er tribe the stranger dwells, there
you shall give him his inheritance,”
says the Lord GOD.

Division of the land among seven
of the tribes (cp. Josh. 13:1—19:51)

48“NOW these are the names
of the tribes: From the

jnorthern border along the road to
Hethlon at the entrance of Hamath,
to Hazar Enan, the border of Da-
mascus northward, in the direction
of Hamath, there shall be one sec-
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*47:19 Hebrew Negev

48:1 northern border. The portion of land provided for
each of the twelve tribes runs in parallel strips, east from
the Mediterranean Sea, starting with Dan in the north and
ending with Gad at the south.

48:8 district. The word (Hebrew terûmâh) translated

here, in v. 9, and in 45:1 as “district” denotes something
lifted up and describes a presentation to the LORD alone.
Here the offering consists of land. In other passages (Ex.
29:27; Num. 15:19, etc.) it is an animal or grain offering.



12“And this district of land that is
set apart shall be to them a thing
most aholy by the border of the Le-
vites.

13“Opposite the border of the
priests, the bLevites shall have an
area twenty-five thousand cubits in
length and ten thousand in width;
its entire length shall be twenty-five
thousand and its width ten thou-
sand.

14c“And they shall not sell or ex-
change any of it; they may not alien-
ate this dbest part of the land, for it
is holy to the LORD.

15“The five thousand cubits in
width that remain, along the edge
of the twenty-five thousand, shall be
for egeneral use by the city, for
dwellings and fcommon-land; and
the city shall be in the center.

16“These shall be its measure-
ments: the north side four thousand
five hundred cubits, the south side
four thousand five hundred, the east
side four thousand five hundred,
and the west side four thousand five
hundred.

17“The common-land of the city
shall be: to the north two hundred
and fifty cubits, to the south two
hundred and fifty, to the east two
hundred and fifty, and to the west
two hundred and fifty.

18“The rest of the length, along-
side the district of the holy section,
shall be ten thousand cubits to the
east and ten thousand to the west.
It shall be adjacent to the district of
the holy section, and its produce
shall be food for the workers of the
city.

19“The workers of the city, from
all the tribes of Israel, shall cultivate
it.

20“The entire district shall be
twenty-five thousand cubits by
twenty-five thousand cubits, four-
square. You shall set apart the holy
district with the property of the city.

District for the prince
21“The grest shall belong to the

prince, on one side and on the oth-
er of the holy district and of the
city’s property, next to the twenty-
five thousand cubits of the holy dis-
trict as far as the eastern border,

48:21

h vv. 8,10

48:22

i Josh. 18:21-28

48:12

a Ezek. 45:4
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b Ezek. 45:5

48:14

c Cp. Lev. 25:32-
34; 27:10,28,33

d Ezek. 44:30
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e Ezek. 42:20

f Ezek. 45:2

48:21

g Ezek. 45:7
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and westward next to the twenty-
five thousand as far as the western
border, adjacent to the tribal por-
tions; it shall belong to the prince.
It shall be the holy district, and the
hsanctuary of the temple shall be in
the center.

22“Moreover, apart from the pos-
session of the Levites and the pos-
session of the city which are in the
midst of what belongs to the prince,
the area between the border of Ju-
dah and the border of iBenjamin
shall belong to the prince.
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On the north side, measuring four
thousand five hundred cubits

31“(the hgates of the city shall be
named after the tribes of Israel), the
three gates northward: one gate for
Reuben, one gate for Judah, and one
gate for Levi;

32“on the east side, four thousand
five hundred cubits, three gates:
one gate for Joseph, one gate for
Benjamin, and one gate for Dan;

33“on the south side, measuring
four thousand five hundred cubits,
three gates: one gate for Simeon,
one gate for Issachar, and one gate
for Zebulun;

34“on the west side, four thou-
sand five hundred cubits with their
three gates: one gate for Gad, one
gate for Asher, and one gate for
Naphtali.

35“All the way around shall be
eighteen thousand cubits; and the
name of the city from that day shall
be: THE LORD IS iTHERE.”

Portion of land for the other tribes
23“As for the rest of the tribes,

from the east side to the west, Ben-
jamin shall have one section;

24“by the border of Benjamin,
from the east side to the west, aSim-
eon shall have one section;

25“by the border of Simeon, from
the east side to the west, bIssachar
shall have one section;

26“by the border of Issachar, from
the east side to the west, cZebulun
shall have one section;

27“by the border of Zebulun, from
the east side to the west, dGad shall
have one section;

28“by the border of Gad, on the
south side, toward the South,* the
border shall be from Tamar to the
ewaters of Meribah by Kadesh,
along the brook to the fGreat Sea.

29“This is the land which you
shall gdivide by lot as an inheritance
among the tribes of Israel, and these
are their portions,” says the Lord
GOD.

The city and its gates
30“These are the exits of the city.
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*48:28 Hebrew Negev

48:35 THE LORD IS THERE. Hebrew Jehovah-sham-
mah. See Ex. 34:6, note. Ezekiel begins and ends with
God. Between the great vision of God in ch. 1 and these
closing words, “THE LORD IS THERE,” is the unsparing

record of man’s failure and sin, judged by God. But His
judgment works to His glory, and the book ends with the
one thing that makes heaven what it is, the Presence of the
LORD.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Daniel Rise and Fall of Kingdoms 6th Cent. B.C.

Background
The book of Daniel, like Revelation in the New Testament, is called an apocalypse, as are also Isaiah 24—27 (the Isaiah
Apocalypse), and the visions in Zechariah. “Apocalypse” means unveiling. When wickedness seemed supreme in the
world, and evil powers were dominant, an apocalypse was given to show the real situation behind that which was ap-
parent, and to indicate the eventual victory of righteousness upon the earth. Apocalyptic writing uses many figures and
symbols. God used this literary form to convey His truth to His people.

The author of this book, Daniel, whose name means God is my judge, was taken in his youth to Babylon in the first de-
portation under Nebuchadnezzar. He soon excelled in wisdom in this land famous for its wise men, and ultimately rose
to become first among the three highest officers of the Medo-Persian Empire (5:29; 6:1–3). His life in Babylon extended
to at least 530 B.C.

Daniel is a book of kings and kingdoms, of thrones and dominions. While including a number of historical records, it
embodies prophecies of the sequence of kingdoms in “the times of the Gentiles” (Luke 21:24; see Revelation 16:19, note)
and portrays the end of this period. It voices the only prophecy in the Old Testament (9:24–27) that sets the time of
Christ’s first advent.

Historical Events in Daniel
The historical events in Daniel, occurring at the beginning of the times of the Gentiles, illustrate events prophetically set
forth in the book as taking place at the end of this period and culminating catastrophically in the termination of Gentile
world rule at the return of Christ, the Messiah. Thus, the persecution of the children of God in chapters 3 and 6 fore-
shadows the more severe and universal persecution of God’s people to take place at the end of this age (7:25; 8:24; 12:1);
likewise, the blasphemous repudiation of the God of Israel, as in 5:1–4; 6:5–12, will appear in a more universal form and
even greater intensity at the end of the age (7:25; 9:26; 11:37,38).

The Old Testament in the New
This book is referred to or quoted many times in the New Testament (compare especially our Lord’s reference to Daniel
in Matthew 24:15; Mark 13:14) and is the key to Revelation. It exercised a great influence upon the early church; its
scheme of four successive empires dominated European historiography until the middle of the eighteenth century.

Outline
The book may be divided as follows:

I. Daniel’s Early Life in the Babylonian Court 1:1–21
II. Nebuchadnezzar’s Vision of the Statue 2:1–49

III. The Deliverance of the Three Hebrew Youths from the Fiery Furnace 3:1–30
IV. The Vision and Humbling of Nebuchadnezzar 4:1–37
V. Daniel’s Experiences under Belshazzar and Darius 5:1—6:28

A. The Handwriting on the Wall 5:1–9
B. Daniel’s Interpretation 5:10–31
C. Daniel Under Darius 6:1–28

VI. Daniel’s Vision of the Four Beasts 7:1–28
A. The Four Beasts 7:1–8
B. The Ancient of Days 7:9–12
C. The Son of Man 7:13–14
D. Interpretation of Beast Vision 7:15–28

VII. The Prophecy of the Defeat of the Persians by the Greeks, and the 
Desecration of the Temple 8:1–27

VIII. Daniel’s Prayer and the Prophecy of the Seventy Weeks 9:1–27
IX. Daniel’s Final Vision 10:1—12:13

A. Divine and Angelic Strengthening 10:1—11:1
B. From Darius to the Man of Sin 11:2–45
C. The Great Tribulation 12:1
D. The Two Resurrections 12:2–3
E. Last Message to Daniel 12:4–13

THE BOOK OF
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drank; therefore he requested of the
chief of the eunuchs that he might
not defile himself.

9Now gGod had brought Daniel
into the favor and goodwill of the
chief of the eunuchs.

10And the chief of the eunuchs
said to Daniel, “I fear my lord the
king, who has appointed your food
and drink. For why should he see
your faces looking worse than the
young men who are your age? Then
you would endanger my head be-
fore the king.”

11So Daniel said to the steward*

whom the chief of the eunuchs had
set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah,

12“Please test your servants for
ten days, and let them give us vege-
tables to eat and water to drink.

13“Then let our appearance be ex-
amined before you, and the appear-
ance of the young men who eat the
portion of the king’s delicacies; and
as you see fit, so deal with your ser-
vants.”

14So he consented with them in
this matter, and tested them ten
days.

15And at the end of ten days their
features appeared hbetter and fatter
in flesh than all the young men who
ate the portion of the king’s delica-
cies.

16Thus the steward took away
their portion of delicacies and the
wine that they were to drink, and
gave them vegetables.

17As for these four young men,
God igave them jknowledge and
skill in all literature and wisdom;
and Daniel had kunderstanding in
all visions and dreams.

18Now at the end of the days,

I. Daniel’s Early Life
in the Babylonian Court, 1

Daniel in the palace
of Nebuchadnezzar

1IN the third year of the reign of
aJehoiakim king of Judah, Nebu-

chadnezzar king of Babylon came to
Jerusalem and besieged it.

2And the Lord gave Jehoiakim
king of Judah into his hand, with
bsome of the articles of the house of
God, which he carried into the land
of Shinar to the house of his god;
and he brought the articles into the
treasure house of his god.

3Then the king instructed Ashpe-
naz, the master of his eunuchs, to
bring some of the children of Israel
and some of the cking’s descendants
and some of the nobles,

4young men in whom there was
no blemish, but good-looking, gifted
in all wisdom, possessing knowl-
edge and quick to understand, who
had ability to serve in the king’s
palace, and whom they might teach
the language and literature of the
Chaldeans.

5And the king appointed for them
a daily provision of the king’s delica-
cies and of the wine which he
drank, and three years of training
for them, so that at the end of that
time they might serve before the
king.

6Now from among those of the
sons of Judah were Daniel, Hanani-
ah, Mishael, and Azariah.

7To them the chief of the eunuchs
gave names: he gave Daniel the
name dBelteshazzar; to Hananiah,
Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and
to Azariah, Abed-Nego.

Daniel’s purpose of heart
8But Daniel purposed in his heart

that he would not edefile himself
with the portion of the king’s delica-
cies, nor with the fwine which he

1:8
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6:2, note
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g Gen. 39:21; Ps.
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21:15; James
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j Cp. Acts 7:22

k 2 Chr. 26:5; cp.
Ezek. 28:3-4
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a 2 Kin. 24:1-2;
2 Chr. 36:5-7;
Jer. 25:1; 52:12-
30.

1:2

b Jer. 27:19-20;
Dan. 5:1-3

1:3

c 2 Kin. 20:18; Is.
39:7
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d Dan. 2:26;
4:8,9,18,19;
5:12.
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1166 DANIEL 1:1–18

*1:11 Hebrew Melzar, also in verse 16

1:1 third year. This is Jehoiakim’s third year, Babylon-
ian reckoning (fourth year, Hebrew reckoning, Jer. 25:1).
Babylonians called the first year “the year of accession.”
Daniel was in the first of three deportations (see Jer. 25:11,
note). The year was about 605 B.C. Jehoiakim. Daniel was
deported about 8 years before Ezekiel.

1:7 Belteshazzar. Identical in meaning with Belshazzar.

Nebuchadnezzar: Nebo protect the landmark. The
king of Babylon who captured Jerusalem and took the
people of Judah into captivity.

Jehoiakim: Jehovah has set up. Son of Josiah. He was
made king of Judah by Pharaoh Necho after taking Je-
hoahaz into captivity.

Daniel: God’s judge. A young man from Judah who
was taken to Babylon as a captive. He served the king
but remained faithful to God and was His prophet.



when the king had said that they
should be brought in, the chief of
the eunuchs brought them in before
Nebuchadnezzar.

19Then the king interviewed*

them, and among them all none was
found like Daniel, Hananiah, Misha-
el, and Azariah; therefore they
aserved before the king.

20And in all matters of wisdom
and understanding about which the
king examined them, he found
them ten times better than all the
magicians and astrologers who were
in all his realm.

21Thus Daniel continued until the
first year of King Cyrus.

II. Nebuchadnezzar’s Vision
of the Image, 2

The forgotten dream

2NOW in the second year of Neb-
uchadnezzar’s reign, Nebuchad-

nezzar had dreams; and his spirit
was so troubled that his sleep left
him.

2Then the king gave the com-
mand to bcall the magicians, the as-
trologers, the sorcerers, and the
Chaldeans to tell the king his
dreams. So they came and stood be-
fore the king.

3And the king said to them, “I
have had a dream, and my spirit is
anxious to know the dream.”

4Then the Chaldeans spoke to the
king in Aramaic, “O king, live forev-
er! Tell your servants the dream, and
we will give the interpretation.”

5The king answered and said to
the Chaldeans, “My decision is
firm: if you do not make known the
dream to me, and its interpretation,
you shall be cut in pieces, and your
houses shall be made an ash heap.

6“However, if you tell the dream
and its interpretation, you shall re-
ceive from me gifts, rewards, and

2:11

c Dan. 5:11; cp.
1 Cor. 8:5-6

2:13

d Dan. 1:19-20

1:19

a Gen. 41:46;
Prov. 22:29

2:2

b Gen. 41:8; Is.
47:12-13
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great honor. Therefore tell me the
dream and its interpretation.”

7They answered again and said,
“Let the king tell his servants the
dream, and we will give its inter-
pretation.”

8The king answered and said, “I
know for certain that you would
gain time, because you see that my
decision is firm:

9“if you do not make known the
dream to me, there is only one de-
cree for you! For you have agreed to
speak lying and corrupt words be-
fore me till the time has changed.
Therefore tell me the dream, and I
shall know that you can give me its
interpretation.”

10The Chaldeans answered the
king, and said, “There is not a man
on earth who can tell the king’s mat-
ter; therefore no king, lord, or ruler
has ever asked such things of any
magician, astrologer, or Chaldean.

11“It is a difficult thing that the
king requests, and there is no other
who can tell it to the king except
the cgods, whose dwelling is not
with flesh.”

12For this reason the king was an-
gry and very furious, and gave the
command to destroy all the wise
men of Babylon.

13So the decree went out, and
they began killing the wise men;
and they sought dDaniel and his
companions, to kill them.

Daniel requests time;
prays for wisdom

14Then with counsel and wisdom
Daniel answered Arioch, the captain
of the king’s guard, who had gone
out to kill the wise men of Babylon;

15he answered and said to Arioch
the king’s captain, “Why is the de-
cree from the king so urgent?” Then
Arioch made the decision known to
Daniel.
*1:19 Literally talked with them

1:20 wisdom and understanding. Literally wisdom of
understanding.

1:21 Daniel was to see the return of the remnant of Judah
at the end of the 70 years, Jer. 25:11–12; 29:10. He actually
lived beyond the first year of Cyrus, Dan. 10:1.

2:1 second year. Approximately 602 B.C. See Dan. 1:1,
note.

2:2 Chaldeans. Reputedly the wisest men of ancient
times; compare v. 13, wise.

2:4 Aramaic, the language spoken at the court of Nebu-
chadnezzar, was later used as the official language of the
whole western section of the Persian Empire.

2:14 captain. Literally executioner, v. 24.



And knowledge to those who
have understanding.

22 He hreveals deep and secret
things;

He knows what is in the
idarkness,

And jlight dwells with Him.
23“I thank You and praise You,

O God of my fathers;
You have given me wisdom and

might,
And have now made known to

me what we kasked of You,
For You have made known to

us the king’s demand.”
24Therefore Daniel went to lAri-

och, whom the king had appointed
to destroy the wise men of Babylon.
He went and said thus to him: “Do
not destroy the wise men of Bab-
ylon; mtake me before the king, and
I will tell the king the interpreta-
tion.”

25Then Arioch quickly brought
Daniel before the king, and said
thus to him, “I have found a man of

16So Daniel went in and asked the
king to give him time, that he might
tell the king the interpretation.

17Then Daniel went to his house,
and made the decision known to
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his
companions,

18that they might aseek bmercies
from the God of heaven concerning
this secret, so that Daniel and his
companions might not perish with
the rest of the wise men of Babylon.

The secret revealed to Daniel
19Then the csecret was revealed

to Daniel in a night vision. So Dan-
iel blessed the God of heaven.

20Daniel answered and said:

“Blessed be the name of God
forever and ever,

dFor wisdom and might are His.
21 And He echanges the ftimes

and the seasons;
gHe removes kings and raises up

kings;
He gives wisdom to the wise

2:22

h vv. 28,47; Job
15:8; Ps. 25:14;
Prov. 3:32; cp.
Dan. 4:9; Matt.
6:6

i Ps. 139:12; Is.
45:7; Jer. 23:24

j 1 Tim. 6:16

2:23

k Ps. 21:2

2:24

l v. 14

m Cp. Acts 27:24

2:18

a Cp. Esth. 4:15-
17; Is. 37:4; Jer.
33:3; Matt.
18:19; Acts 12:5

b Dan. 9:9

2:19

c Prov. 3:32;
Amos 3:7

2:20

d v. 23; 1 Chr.
29:11-12; Job
12:13; Ps.
147:5; Jer.
32:19; Matt.
6:13; Rom.
11:33; cp. Dan.
1:17

2:21

e Cp. Dan. 7:25

f Ps. 31:15

g Job 12:18; Ps.
75:6-7; Dan.
4:35
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the captives* of Judah, who will
make known to the king the inter-
pretation.”

26The king answered and said to
Daniel, whose name was Belteshaz-
zar, “Are you able to make known
to me the dream which I have seen,
and its interpretation?”

27Daniel answered in the pres-
ence of the king, and said, “The se-
cret which the king has demanded,
the wise men, the astrologers, the
magicians, and the soothsayers can-
not declare to the king.

28“But there is a aGod in heaven
who reveals secrets, and He has
made known to King Nebuchadnez-
zar what will be in the blatter days.
Your dream, and the visions of your
head upon your bed, were these:

29“As for you, O king, thoughts
came to your mind while on your
bed, about what would come to
pass after this; and He who reveals
secrets has made known to you
cwhat will be.

30“But as for me, this secret has
not been revealed to me because I
have more wisdom than anyone liv-

2:34

d Christ (Stone):
vv. 34-35; Dan.
2:45. (Gen.
49:24; 1 Pet.
2:8, note)

2:35

e Dan. 7:23-27;
Rev. 16:14; see
Rev. 19:17, note

f Ps. 1:4; Matt.
3:12

2:28

a Gen. 40:8;
41:16

b See Gen. 49:1
and Acts 2:17,
notes

2:29

c Times of the
Gentiles: vv. 27-
45; Dan. 4:17.
(Deut. 28:49;
Rev. 16:19,
note)
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ing, but for our sakes who make
known the interpretation to the
king, and that you may know the
thoughts of your heart.

The dream; the great image
31“You, O king, were watching;

and behold, a great image! This
great image, whose splendor was
excellent, stood before you; and its
form was awesome.

32“This image’s head was of fine
gold, its chest and arms of silver, its
belly and thighs of bronze,

33“its legs of iron, its feet partly of
iron and partly of clay.*

34“You watched while a dstone
was cut out without hands, which
struck the image on its feet of iron
and clay, and broke them in pieces.

35e“Then the iron, the clay, the
bronze, the silver, and the gold
were crushed together, and became
like fchaff from the summer thresh-
ing floors; the wind carried them
away so that no trace of them was
*2:25 Literally of the sons of the captivity
*2:33 Or baked clay, and so in verses 34,35, 
and 42

2:32 thighs. Literally sides.

2:31 THE VISION OF THE WORLD EMPIRES

The vision prophetically portrays the course of world empire and its destruction by Christ, who called this period “the
times of the Gentiles” (Luke 21:24; see Rev. 16:19, note). The four metals composing the statue are explained as sym-
bolizing four empires (vv. 38–40), not necessarily possessing the inhabited earth but divinely authorized to do so (v.
38), and fulfilled in Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece (under Alexander), and Rome. The latter power is seen divided, first
into two (the legs), fulfilled in the eastern and western Roman Empires, and then into ten (the toes) (see Dan. 7:26,
note). As a whole, the statue gives the imposing outward greatness and splendor of the Gentile world power.

The Striking Stone (2:34–35) destroys the Gentile world system (in its final form) by a sudden and irremediable
blow, not by the gradual processes of conversion and assimilation; and then and not before, does the Stone become
a mountain which fills “the whole earth” (compare Dan. 7:26–27). Such a destruction of the Gentile monarchy system
did not occur at the first advent of Christ. On the contrary, He was put to death by the sentence of an officer of the
fourth empire, which was then at the zenith of its power.

After Christ’s death the western part of the Roman Empire fell in A.D. 476 and the eastern part in 1453, but no oth-
er world empire has superseded Rome because only four empires will precede Christ’s return and rule. The interposi-
tion of the Church Age between the first and second advents of Christ, as revealed in the NT, is not a part of this vi-
sion. The deadly wound suffered by the fourth empire will not be healed by the restoration of the empire until the
Church Age has been completed by the rapture of the Church (Rev. 13:3). Thus Gentile world power still continues,
and the crushing blow is still suspended.

The detail of the end-time is given in Dan. 7 and Rev. 13—19. It is important to observe that (1) Gentile world pow-
er is to end in a sudden catastrophic judgment (see Armageddon, Rev. 16:13–16; 19:17, note); and (2) it is immedi-
ately to be followed by the kingdom of heaven. The God of the heavens will not set up His kingdom until after the de-
struction of the Gentile world system. It is noteworthy that Gentile world dominion begins and ends with a great
statue, or image (Dan. 2:31; Rev. 13:14–15).

This Stone must not be identified with the Church, as some hold, for the task of the Church is never said to be the
destruction of the nations of the earth.



shall be in it, just as you saw the
iron mixed with ceramic clay.

42“And as the toes of the feet
were partly of iron and partly of
clay, cso the kingdom shall be partly
strong and partly fragile.

43“As you saw iron mixed with
ceramic clay, they will mingle with
the seed of men; but they will not
adhere to one another, just as iron
does not mix with clay.

Christ’s kingdom to be established 
on earth (see Matt. 3:2, note)

44“And in the days of these kings
the God of heaven will set up a
dkingdom which shall never be de-
stroyed; and the kingdom shall not
be left to other people; it shall
ebreak in pieces and consume all
these kingdoms, and it shall stand
forever.

45“Inasmuch as you saw that the
fstone was cut out of the mountain
without hands, and that it broke in
pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay,
the silver, and the gold—the great
God has made known to the king
what will come to pass after this.
The dream is certain, and its inter-
pretation is sure.”

Daniel promoted
46gThen King Nebuchadnezzar

fell on his face, prostrate before
Daniel, and commanded that they
should present an offering and in-
cense to him.

47The king answered Daniel, and
said, “Truly hyour God is the God of
igods, the Lord of kings, and a jre-
vealer of secrets, since you could re-
veal this secret.”

found. And the stone that struck the
image abecame a great mountain
and filled the whole earth.

The interpretation:
first world empire. Babylon

under Nebuchadnezzar (cp. 7:4)
36“This is the dream. Now we

will tell the interpretation of it be-
fore the king.

37“You, O king, are a king of
kings. For the God of heaven has
given you a kingdom, power,
strength, and glory;

38“and wherever the children of
men dwell, or the beasts of the field
and the birds of the heaven, He has
given them into your hand, and has
made you ruler over them all—you
are this head of gold.

Second and third world empires:
Medo-Persia (cp. 7:5; 8:20) and

Greece (cp. 7:6; 8:21)
39“But after you shall arise an-

other kingdom inferior to yours;
then another, a third kingdom of
bronze, which shall rule over all
the earth.

Fourth world empire: Rome
(cp. 7:7; 9:26)

40“And the bfourth kingdom shall
be as strong as iron, inasmuch as
iron breaks in pieces and shatters
everything; and like iron that
crushes, that kingdom will break in
pieces and crush all the others.

41“Whereas you saw the feet and
toes, partly of potter’s clay and part-
ly of iron, the kingdom shall be di-
vided; yet the strength of the iron

2:42

c Dan. 7:24

2:44

d Is. 9:6-7; Dan.
7:14,27; Luke
1:32-33

e Ps. 2:9; Is. 60:12

2:45

f Christ (Stone):
vv. 44-46; Zech.
4:7. (Gen.
49:24; 1 Pet.
2:8, note)

2:46

g Cp. vv. 27-30;
Acts 10:25

2:47

h Dan. 3:28-29;
4:34-37

i Deut. 10:17; cp.
1 Cor. 8:5-6

j vv. 22,28

2:35

a Kingdom (OT):
vv. 34-45; Dan.
7:14. (Gen.
1:26; Zech.
12:8, note)

2:40

b Dan. 7:7,23
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2:35 mountain. A mountain is one of the biblical sym-
bols of a kingdom. See Is. 2:2, note.

2:38 wherever the children of men dwell. Universal
dominion is indicated. It was never fully realized, but di-
vine authority was given for it. See v. 31, note.

2:41 strength of the iron. From the head of gold (v. 38)
to the iron of the fourth kingdom (Rome) there is deteriora-
tion in fineness, but increase in strength (v. 40). Then
comes the deterioration of the fourth kingdom in that very
quality—strength. (1) Deterioration by division: the king-
dom is divided into two, the legs (eastern and western em-
pires), and these are again divided into kingdoms, the num-
ber of which, when the Stone strikes the image, will be ten
(toes, v. 42; compare 7:23–24). And (2) deterioration by
admixture: the iron mixed with the clay.

2:44 This passage fixes, in relation to other predicted
events, the time when the millennial kingdom will be es-
tablished. It will be “in the days of these kings,” that is, the
days of the ten kings (compare 7:24–27) symbolized by the
toes of the image. The ten kings did not exist at the advent
of Messiah, nor was the federation even possible until the
dissolution of the Roman Empire and the rise of the present
nationalistic world system. See Kingdom (OT) (Gen. 1:26;
Zech. 12:8, note); Kingdom (NT) (Luke 1:31–33; Rev.
20:4); also notes at Matt. 3:2; 6:33; and 1 Cor. 5:24. In vv.
44–45 the method by which the millennial kindgom will
be established is repeated from vv. 34–35, that is, the Strik-
ing Stone will crush the statue that represents the world
powers that are inimical to God. (See v. 31, note; compare
Ps. 2:5 with 2:6; Zech. 14:1–8 with 14:9.)



48aThen the king bpromoted Dan-
iel and gave him many great gifts;
and he made him ruler over the
whole province of Babylon, and
chief administrator over all the wise
men of Babylon.

49Also Daniel petitioned the king,
and he set cShadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-Nego over the affairs of the
province of Babylon; but Daniel sat
in the gate* of the king.

III. The Deliverance of the Three
Hebrew Youths from the Fiery

Furnace, 3

Nebuchadnezzar’s pride:
the image of gold

3NEBUCHADNEZZAR the king
made an dimage of gold, whose

height was sixty cubits and its
width six ecubits. He set it up in the
plain of Dura, in the province of
Babylon.

2And King Nebuchadnezzar sent
word to gather together the satraps,
the administrators, the governors,
the counselors, the treasurers, the
judges, the magistrates, and all the
officials of the provinces, to come to
the dedication of the image which
King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

3So the satraps, the administra-
tors, the governors, the counselors,
the treasurers, the judges, the mag-
istrates, and all the officials of the
provinces gathered together for the
dedication of the image that King
Nebuchadnezzar had set up; and
they stood before the image that
Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

4Then a herald cried aloud: “To
you it is commanded, O peoples, na-
tions, and languages,

5“that at the time you hear the
sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre,
and psaltery, in symphony with all
kinds of music, you shall fall down

3:5

f vv. 7,10,15; cp.
Dan. 9:27; Matt.
24:15; 2 Thess.
2:4

3:8

g vv. 8-12; cp. v.
29

h Ezra 4:6,12;
Esth. 3:8-9

3:12

i Dan. 2:49

j Dan. 1:8; 6:12-
13

3:13

k Dan. 2:12

2:48

a Prov. 14:35;
21:1

b Dan. 5:11; cp.
Gen. 41:39-43

2:49

c Dan. 1:7

3:1

d Cp. Rev. 13:14-
15

e See Weights and
Measures (OT),
2 Chr. 2:10,
note
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and fworship the gold image that
King Nebuchadnezzar has set up;

6“and whoever does not fall
down and worship shall be cast im-
mediately into the midst of a burn-
ing fiery furnace.”

7So at that time, when all the peo-
ple heard the sound of the horn,
flute, harp, and lyre, in symphony
with all kinds of music, all the peo-
ple, nations, and languages fell down
and worshiped the gold image which
King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

Daniel’s three companions refuse
to worship the image

8Therefore at that time certain
gChaldeans came forward and hac-
cused the Jews.

9They spoke and said to King
Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live for-
ever!

10“You, O king, have made a de-
cree that everyone who hears the
sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre,
and psaltery, in symphony with all
kinds of music, shall fall down and
worship the gold image;

11“and whoever does not fall
down and worship shall be cast into
the midst of a burning fiery furnace.

12“There are certain Jews iwhom
you have set over the affairs of the
province of Babylon: Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abed-Nego; these men,
O king, have jnot paid due regard to
you. They do not serve your gods or
worship the gold image which you
have set up.”

13Then Nebuchadnezzar, in krage
and fury, gave the command to
bring Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-Nego. So they brought these
men before the king.

14Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying
to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abed-Nego, that you do
*2:49 That is, the king’s court

2:49 Daniel petitioned the king. Contrast Gen. 19:1,
Lot, the compromiser with Daniel, the resolute. To sit in
the gate of the king was to be in the place of authority.

3:6 fall down and worship. Here is a case of enforced
state religion, involving the worship of a man-made image.
This phenomenon, appearing at the beginning of the times
of the Gentiles and continuing from time to time through
history (e.g. Roman emperor worship, Japanese Shinto
shrines, and Soviet veneration of Lenin), will reappear at

the end of the age when, not only the dragon, but the beast
and the image of the beast also will be worshiped under
compulsion (Rev. 13:4–15; 14:9–11; 19:20; 20:4; compare
2 Thess. 2:4). There will be increasing stress upon worship
at the end of the age, but it will be satanically directed.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego: The three friends
of Daniel, who chose to disobey the king, were thrown
into a fiery furnace and were miraculously saved.



fell down bound into the midst of
the burning fiery furnace.

24Then King Nebuchadnezzar
was gastonished; and he rose in
haste and spoke, saying to his coun-
selors, “Did we not cast three men
bound into the midst of the fire?”
They answered and said to the king,
“True, O king.”

25“Look!” he answered, “I see
four men loose, hwalking in the
midst of the fire; and they are inot
hurt, and the jform of the fourth is
like kthe Son of God.”*

Nebuchadnezzar recognizes the
deliverance to be of God

26Then Nebuchadnezzar lwent
near the mouth of the burning fiery
furnace and spoke, saying, “Sha-
drach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego,
servants of the mMost High God,
come out, and come here.” Then
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego
ncame from the midst of the fire.

27And the satraps, administrators,
governors, and the king’s counselors
gathered together, and they saw
these men on whose bodies the
ofire had no power; the hair of their
head was not singed nor were their
garments affected, and the smell of
fire was not on them.

28Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying,
“Blessed be the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-Nego, who sent
His pAngel* and delivered His ser-
vants who trusted in Him, and they
have frustrated the king’s word, and
yielded their bodies, that they
should not serve nor worship any
god except their own God!

Nebuchadnezzar’s decree and the
promotion of the three

Hebrew young men
29“Therefore I make a qdecree

that any people, nation, or language
which speaks anything amiss
against the rGod of Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abed-Nego shall be cut
in pieces, and their houses shall be
made an ash heap; because there is

not serve my agods or worship the
gold image which I have set up?

15“Now if you are ready at the
time you hear the sound of the
horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery,
in symphony with all kinds of mu-
sic, and you fall down and worship
the image which I have made,
good! But if you do not worship,
you shall be cast immediately into
the midst of a burning fiery furnace.
And bwho is the god who will deliv-
er you from my hands?”

16Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
Nego answered and said to the king,
“O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no
need to answer you in this matter.

17“If that is the case, our cGod
whom we serve is able to ddeliver
us from the burning fiery furnace,
and He will deliver us from your
hand, O king.

18e“But if not, let it be known to
you, O king, that we do not serve
your gods, nor will we fworship the
gold image which you have set up.”

Daniel’s companions protected
in tribulation

19Then Nebuchadnezzar was full
of fury, and the expression on his
face changed toward Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abed-Nego. He spoke
and commanded that they heat the
furnace seven times more than it
was usually heated.

20And he commanded certain
mighty men of valor who were in
his army to bind Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abed-Nego, and cast
them into the burning fiery furnace.

21Then these men were bound in
their coats, their trousers, their tur-
bans, and their other garments, and
were cast into the midst of the
burning fiery furnace.

22Therefore, because the king’s
command was urgent, and the fur-
nace exceedingly hot, the flame of
the fire killed those men who took
up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
Nego.

23And these three men, Sha-
drach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego,

3:24

g Dan. 4:19

3:25

h Cp. Ps. 91:3-9

i Is. 43:2

j Cp. Phil. 2:6-8

k Cp. 1 Cor. 8:5-6

3:26

l Miracles (OT):
vv. 19-27; Dan.
6:22. (Gen.
5:24; Jon. 1:17,
note)

m Dan. 4:2-
3,17,34-35

n Cp. Deut. 4:20;
1 Kin. 8:51; Jer.
11:4

3:27

o Heb. 11:34

3:28

p Ps. 34:7-8; Is.
37:36; Dan.
6:22; Acts 5:19;
12:7; see Heb.
1:4, note

3:29

q Dan. 6:26

r Dan. 2:46-47;
4:34-37; cp.
Deut. 4:35,39;
Is. 44:8; 45:5;
46:9; 1 Cor. 
8:5-6

3:14

a Cp. Jer. 50:2

3:15

b Ex. 5:2; cp. Is.
36:18-20

3:17

c Jer. 1:8; 15:20-
21; 42:11; Dan.
6:19-22; cp. Ps.
27:1; Is. 26:3;
51:12-13; Jer.
30:7-9

d 1 Sam. 17:37;
Jer. 1:8; 15:20-
21; 42:11; Dan.
6:16,19-22

3:18

e Job 13:15; cp.
Acts 4:19

f Ex. 20:3-5; Lev.
19:4
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*3:25 Or a son of the gods *3:28 Or angel

3:17 He will deliver us. These three Jews were faithful
to God, although they were far from their homeland. They
are a fitting illustration of the Jewish remnant in the last

days (Is. 1:9; Rom. 11:5), who will be faithful in the furnace
of the great tribulation (Ps. 2:5; Rev. 7:14).



no other God who can deliver like
this.”

30Then the king promoted Sha-
drach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego in
the province of Babylon.

IV. The Vision and Humbling
of Nebuchadnezzar, 4

The king’s proclamation
to all nations

4NEBUCHADNEZZAR the king,

aTo all peoples, nations, and
languages that dwell in all the
earth:

Peace be multiplied to you.
2 I thought it good to declare the

signs and wonders that the
Most High God has worked for
me.

3 How great are His signs,
And how mighty His wonders!
His kingdom is an beverlasting

kingdom,
And His dominion is from

generation to generation.

Nebuchadnezzar’s vision
of a great tree

4 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at rest
in my house, and flourishing in
my palace.

5 I saw a dream which made me
afraid, and the thoughts on my
bed and the visions of my head
troubled me.

6 Therefore I issued a decree to
bring in all the wise men of
Babylon before me, that they
might make known to me the
interpretation of the dream.

7 Then the magicians, the
astrologers, the Chaldeans, and
the soothsayers came in, and I
told them the dream; but they
did not make known to me its
interpretation.

8 But at last Daniel came before
me (his name is Belteshazzar,
according to the name of my
god; in him is the Spirit of the
Holy cGod), and I told the
dream before him, saying:

4:9

d Dan. 5:11,14;
cp. 1 Cor. 8:5-6

4:12

e Jer. 27:6

4:13

f vv. 17,23

g Sanctification
(OT): v. 13; Joel
1:14. (Gen. 2:3;
Zech. 8:3, note)

4:14

h Cp. Matt. 3:10;
7:19; Luke 
13:6-9

4:1

a Dan. 2:37-38;
3:29

4:3

b 2 Sam. 7:16; Ps.
89:35-37; Dan.
7:13-14; Luke
1:31-33

4:8

c Dan. 5:11,14;
cp. 1 Cor. 8:5-6
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9 “Belteshazzar, chief of the

magicians, because I know that
the Spirit of the Holy dGod is
in you, and no secret troubles
you, explain to me the visions
of my dream that I have seen,
and its interpretation.

10 “These were the visions of my
head while on my bed:

I was looking, and behold,
A tree in the midst of the earth,
And its height was great.

11 The tree grew and became
strong;

Its height reached to the
heavens,

And it could be seen to the
ends of all the earth.

12 Its leaves were lovely,
Its fruit abundant,
And in it was food for all.
The ebeasts of the field found

shade under it,
The birds of the heavens dwelt

in its branches,
And all flesh was fed from it.

13 “I saw in the visions of my head
while on my bed, and there
was a fwatcher, a gholy one,
coming down from heaven.

14 He cried aloud and said thus:

‘Choph down the tree and cut
off its branches,

Strip off its leaves and scatter
its fruit.

Let the beasts get out from
under it,

And the birds from its
branches.

15 Nevertheless leave the stump
and roots in the earth,

Bound with a band of iron and
bronze,

In the tender grass of the field.
Let it be wet with the dew of

heaven,
And let him graze with the

beasts
On the grass of the earth.

16 Let his heart be changed from
that of a man,

Let him be given the heart of a
beast,

4:10 tree. Verse 22. Symbol of a great king; compare Ezek. 31:1–14.



your greatness has grown and
reaches to the heavens, and
your dominion to the end of
the earth.

23 And inasmuch as the king saw
a watcher, a holy one, coming
down from heaven and saying,
‘Chop down the tree and
destroy it, but leave its stump
and roots in the earth, bound
with a band of iron and bronze
in the tender grass of the field;
let it be wet with the dew of
heaven, and let him graze with
the beasts of the field, till
seven times pass over him’;

24 this is the interpretation, O
king, and this is the decree of
the Most High, which has
come upon my lord the king:

25 They shall drive you from men,
your dwelling shall be with the
beasts of the field, and they
shall make you eat grass like
oxen. They shall wet you with
the dew of heaven, and seven
times shall pass over you, till
you know that the Most High
rules in the kingdom of men,
and gives it to whomever He
jchooses.

26 And inasmuch as they gave the
command to leave the stump
and roots of the tree, your
kingdom shall be assured to
you, after you come to know
that Heaven rules.

27 Therefore, O king, let my
advice be acceptable to you;
kbreak off your sins by being
righteous, and your iniquities
by showing mercy to the poor.
Perhaps there may be a
llengthening of your
prosperity.”

And let seven times* pass over
him.

17 ‘This decision is by the decree
of the watchers,

And the sentence by the word
of the holy ones,

In order athat the living may
know

bThat the Most High rules in the
ckingdom of men,

dGives it to whomever He will,
And sets over it the elowest of

men.’
18 “This dream I, King

Nebuchadnezzar, have seen.
Now you, Belteshazzar, declare
its interpretation, since all the
wise men of my kingdom are
not able to make known to me
the interpretation; but you are
able, for the Spirit of the Holy
fGod is in you.”

Daniel interprets the vision
19 Then Daniel, whose name was

Belteshazzar, was astonished
for a time, and his thoughts
gtroubled him. So the king
spoke, and said, “Belteshazzar,
do not let the dream or its
interpretation trouble you.”
Belteshazzar answered and
said, “My lord, may the
hdream concern those who
hate you, and its interpretation
concern your enemies!

20 The tree that you saw, which
grew and became strong,
whose height reached to the
heavens and which could be
seen by all the earth,

21 whose leaves were lovely and
its fruit abundant, in which
was food for all, under which
the beasts of the field dwelt,
and in whose branches the
birds of the heaven had their
home—

22 it is iyou, O king, who have
grown and become strong; for

4:25

j Cp. Prov. 21:1

4:27

k Prov. 28:13; Is.
55:7; Ezek.
18:21-22; Rom.
2:9-11

l 1 Kin. 21:29;
cp. Jon. 3:4-10

4:17

a Ps. 9:16; 83:18

b vv. 25,32; Dan.
2:21; 5:21

c Times of the
Gentiles: vv.
17,25,32; Dan.
7:2. (Deut.
28:49; Rev.
16:19, note)

d Jer. 27:5-7;
Ezek. 29:18-20;
Dan. 2:37; 5:18

e 1 Sam. 2:8;
Dan. 11:21

4:18

f vv. 8,9; Dan.
5:11,14; cp.
1 Cor. 8:5-6

4:19

g Dan. 7:15,28;
8:27

h Cp. 2 Sam.
18:32

4:22

i Dan. 2:37-38
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*4:16 Possibly seven years, and so in verses 23,25,
and 32

4:16 seven times. The number of completeness.
4:17 rules. This divine rule refers to the universal king-

dom of God, which (1) includes all things; (2) always exists
without interruption; (3) never fails in its purposes; and
(4) is generally administered providentially (see vv. 25,32,
34–35; compare Ps. 103:19; 148:8). This kingdom should

be distinguished from the mediatorial kingdom of Christ,
though the latter issues from it (compare Dan. 7:9–14) and
will finally be merged with it (1 Cor. 15:24).

4:25 till you know. This discipline was effective. Com-
pare v. 30 with v. 37.



The vision fulfilled;
the king’s restoration

28 All this came upon King
Nebuchadnezzar.

29 At the end of the atwelve
months he was walking about
the royal palace of Babylon.

30 The king spoke, saying, “Is not
this bgreat Babylon, that cI have
built for a royal dwelling by my
mighty power and for the honor
of my majesty?”

31 dWhile the word was still in the
king’s mouth, a voice fell from
heaven: e“King
Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is
spoken: the kingdom has
departed from you!

32 And they shall drive you from
men, and your dwelling shall
be with the beasts of the field.
They shall make you eat grass
like oxen; and seven times
shall pass over you, until you
know that the Most High rules
in the kingdom of men, and
gives it to whomever He
chooses.”

33 That very hour the word was
fulfilled concerning
Nebuchadnezzar; he was driven
from men and ate grass like
oxen; his body was wet with
the dew of heaven till his hair
had grown like eagles’ feathers
and his nails like birds’ claws.

34 And at the end of the time* I,
Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my
eyes to heaven, and my
understanding returned to me;
and I blessed the Most High
and praised and honored Him
who lives forever:

For His dominion is an
feverlasting dominion,

And His kingdom is from
generation to generation.

4:35

g Is. 40:17

h Ps. 135:6

i Is. 43:13

j Is. 45:9; Jer.
18:6; Rom.
9:20; 1 Cor.
2:16

4:36

k 2 Chr. 20:20;
Prov. 22:4

4:37

l Dan. 2:46-47;
3:28-29

m Ps. 33:4

n Ex. 18:11; Dan.
5:20

5:3

o 2 Chr. 36:10

4:29

a Cp. 2 Pet. 3:9

4:30

b Is. 13:19

c Cp. v. 37; Ezek.
29:3

4:31

d Cp. Dan. 5:5;
Acts 12:20-23;
1 Thess. 5:3

e vv. 31-37; cp.
Luke 12:16-20

4:34

f Ps. 10:16; Dan.
2:44; 7:14; Mic.
4:7; Luke 1:33
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35 All the inhabitants of the earth

are reputed as gnothing;
He does haccording to His will

in the army of heaven
And among the inhabitants of

the earth.
No one can irestrain His hand
Or jsay to Him, “What have

You done?”
36 At the same time my reason

returned to me, and for the
glory of my kingdom, my
honor and splendor returned
to me. My counselors and
nobles resorted to me, I was
krestored to my kingdom, and
excellent majesty was added 
to me.

37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar,
lpraise and extol and honor
the King of heaven, all of
whose works are mtruth, and
His ways justice. And those
who walk in pride He is able
to nput down.

V. Daniel’s Experiences
under Belshazzar and Darius, 5—6

Belshazzar defiles the temple vessels

5BELSHAZZAR the king made a
great feast for a thousand of his

lords, and drank wine in the pres-
ence of the thousand.

2While he tasted the wine, Bel-
shazzar gave the command to bring
the gold and silver vessels which his
father Nebuchadnezzar had taken
from the temple which had been in
Jerusalem, that the king and his
lords, his wives, and his concubines
might drink from them.

3Then they brought the gold oves-
sels that had been taken from the
temple of the house of God which
had been in Jerusalem; and the king
*4:34 Literally days

4:34 I blessed the Most High. Progress may be traced
in Nebuchadnezzar’s apprehension of the true God:
(1) “God is the God of gods [one among the national or
tribal gods, but greater than they], the Lord [Adonai, mean-
ing Master] of kings, and a revealer of secrets” (2:47).
(2) He is still a Hebrew Deity, but Master of angels and a
God who responds to faith (3:28). And (3) here (vv. 34–35)
the king rises into a true apprehension of God. Compare
Darius, 6:25–27.

Belshazzar: Bel protect the king. A king of Babylon. At
one of his banquets a hand appeared and wrote a
message on the wall.

5:2 father. The word “father” is used here, as it is fre-
quently employed in the Scriptures, to indicate an ances-
tor; e.g. David is spoken of as the father of Jesus (Luke
1:31–32). Probably Belshazzar was the grandson of Nebu-
chadnezzar through his mother.



12“Inasmuch as an excellent spir-
it, knowledge, understanding, inter-
preting dreams, solving riddles, and
explaining enigmas* were found in
this Daniel, whom the king named
Belteshazzar, now let Daniel be
called, and he will give the interpre-
tation.”

13Then Daniel was brought in be-
fore the king. The king spoke, and
said to Daniel, “Are you that Daniel
who is one of the captives* from Ju-
dah, whom my f father the king
brought from Judah?

14“I have heard of you, that the
Spirit of gGod is in you, and that
light and understanding and excel-
lent wisdom are found in you.

15“Now the wise men, the as-
trologers, have been brought in be-
fore me, that they should read this
writing and make known to me its
interpretation, but they could not
give the interpretation of the thing.

16“And I have heard of you, that
you can give interpretations and ex-
plain enigmas. Now if you can read
the writing and make known to me
its interpretation, you shall be
clothed with purple and have a chain
of gold around your neck, and shall
be the third ruler in the kingdom.”

17Then Daniel answered, and said
before the king, “Let your hgifts be
for yourself, and give your rewards
to another; yet I will read the writ-
ing to the king, and make known to
him the interpretation.

18“O king, the Most High God
igave Nebuchadnezzar your father a
kingdom and majesty, glory and
honor.

19“And because of the majesty
that He gave him, all peoples, na-
tions, and languages trembled and
feared before him. Whomever he
wished, he jexecuted; whomever
he wished, he kept alive; whomever
he wished, he set up; and whomev-
er he wished, he put down.

20“But when his heart was lifted
up, and his spirit was khardened in

and his lords, his wives, and his
concubines drank from them.

4They drank wine, and praised
the gods of gold and silver, bronze
and iron, wood and stone.

The handwriting on the wall
5aIn the same hour the fingers of

a man’s hand appeared and wrote
opposite the lampstand on the plas-
ter of the wall of the king’s palace;
and the king saw the part of the
hand that wrote.

6Then the king’s countenance
changed, and his thoughts btroubled
him, so that the joints of his hips
were loosened and his knees
knocked against each other.

7The king cried aloud to bring in
the castrologers, the Chaldeans, and
the soothsayers. The king spoke, say-
ing to the wise men of Babylon,
“Whoever reads this writing, and
tells me its interpretation, shall be
clothed with purple and have a chain
of gold around his neck; and he shall
be the third ruler in the kingdom.”

8Now all the king’s wise men
came, but they could not read the
writing, or make known to the king
its interpretation.

9Then King Belshazzar was great-
ly troubled, his countenance was
changed, and his lords were aston-
ished.

Daniel interprets the writing
10The queen, because of the

words of the king and his lords,
came to the banquet hall. The
queen spoke, saying, “O king, live
forever! Do not let your thoughts
trouble you, nor let your counte-
nance change.

11“There is a man in your king-
dom in whom is the Spirit of the
Holy dGod. And in the days of your
father, light and understanding and
wisdom, like the wisdom of the
gods, were found in him; and King
Nebuchadnezzar your efather—your
father the king—made him chief of
the magicians, astrologers, Chal-
deans, and soothsayers.

5:13

f See v. 2, note

5:14

g v. 11; Dan.
4:8,9,18; cp.
1 Cor. 8:5-6

5:17

h Cp. Gen. 14:22-
23; 2 Kin. 5:16

5:18

i Jer. 27:5-7; Dan.
2:37-38; 4:17

5:19

j Dan. 2:12-13;
3:6

5:20

k Dan. 4:30; cp.
4:37

5:5

a Cp. Dan. 4:31;
Luke 12:19-20;
1 Thess. 5:2-3

5:6

b Cp. Is. 21:1-4

5:7

c Is. 47:13

5:11

d v. 14; Dan.
4:8,9,18; cp.
1 Cor. 8:5-6

e See v. 2, note
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*5:12 Literally untying knots, and so in verse 16
*5:13 Literally of the sons of the captivity

5:6 joints of his hips were loosened. That is, the
strength of his legs gave way.

5:9 countenance. Literally (Aramaic) brightnesses, v. 6.

5:16 third ruler. Belshazzar was co-ruler with his fa-
ther (see v. 18, note); so Daniel was next to the kings in
power.



pride, he was deposed from his
kingly throne, and they took his glo-
ry from him.

21“Then he was adriven from the
sons of men, his heart was made
like the beasts, and his dwelling
was with the wild donkeys. They
fed him with grass like oxen, and
his body was wet with the dew of
heaven, till he knew that the Most
High God brules in the kingdom of
men, and appoints over it whomev-
er He chooses.

22“But you his son, Belshazzar,
have not humbled your heart, al-
though you knew all this.

23“And you have clifted yourself
up against the Lord of heaven. They
have brought the dvessels of His
house before you, and you and your
lords, your wives and your concu-
bines, have drunk wine from them.
And you have praised the gods of
silver and gold, bronze and iron,
wood and stone, which do not see
or hear or know; and the eGod who
holds your breath in His hand and
owns all your fways, you have not
glorified.

24“Then the fingers* of the hand

5:28

g v. 31; Dan. 9:1;
cp. Is. 13:17;
21:2; Jer. 51:11-
28

5:30

h Cp. Jer. 51:1-5

5:31

i Dan. 2:39

6:1

j Cp. Esth. 1:1

5:21

a Dan. 4:30-33

b Ex. 9:14-16;
Ezek. 17:24;
Dan. 2:21;
4:25,32,34-35

5:23

c Cp. Num.
14:41; Job 9:4;
Is. 37:23; Jer.
50:29

d vv. 2-4; Ex.
40:9; Num.
18:3; Is. 52:11;
Heb. 9:21

e Acts 17:24-26;
Rom. 1:21; 3:23

f Prov. 20:24; Jer.
10:23
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were sent from Him, and this writ-
ing was written.

25“And this is the inscription that
was written:

MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.
26“This is the interpretation of

each word. Mene: God has num-
bered your kingdom, and finished it;

27“Tekel: You have been weighed
in the balances, and found wanting;

28“Peres: Your kingdom has been
divided, and ggiven to the Medes
and Persians.”*

29Then Belshazzar gave the com-
mand, and they clothed Daniel with
purple and put a chain of gold
around his neck, and made a procla-
mation concerning him that he
should be the third ruler in the
kingdom.

30That very night Belshazzar, king
of the Chaldeans, was hslain.

31And Darius the Mede received
the ikingdom, being about sixty-two
years old.

Daniel under Darius

6IT pleased Darius to set jover
the kingdom one hundred and

twenty satraps, to be over the
whole kingdom;

2and over these, three governors,
of whom Daniel was one, that the
satraps might give account to them,
*5:24 Literally palm *5:28 Aramaic Paras,
consonant with Peres

5:25 MENE . . . UPHARSIN. Each of the three Aramaic
words has a double sense. “MENE” (from mena, to num-
ber) is repeated for emphasis. God has numbered the days
of the Babylonian kingdom. “TEKEL” (from tekal, to weigh)
indicates that the kingdom has been morally evaluated by
God, and found lacking. “PERES” (from peres, to divide;
“Persians” comes from paras) is a prediction that the king-
dom is to be divided and given to the Persians. “UPHAR-
SIN” (u is Aramaic for and, as in Hebrew) is the plural of
PERES.

5:29 third ruler. Daniel was made third ruler (see vv. 7
and 16) because Nabonidus, the last king of Babylon, had
elevated his son Belshazzar to be co-regent over the king-
dom in Babylon while he himself resided in Tema in Ara-
bia.

5:31 received the kingdom. Darius was probably made
king under Cyrus, the Persian “king of kings” (compare
9:1).

Darius: A Persian king who reluctantly threw Daniel
into the lions’ den.

5:18 THE BIBLICAL ORDER 
OF THE MONARCHS 
OF DANIEL’S TIME

(1) Nebuchadnezzar (c. 604–562 B.C.) with whom
the captivity of Judah and “the times of the Gentiles”
(see Luke 21:24 and Rev. 16:19, notes) began, and who
established the first of the four world monarchies
(2:37–38; 7:4).

(2) Belshazzar (c. 553–539 B.C.), the Bel-sharusur of
the inscriptions, eldest son of Nabonidus and co-regent
with his father.

(3) Darius, the Mede (c. 539 B.C.–?), 5:31; 6:1–27;
9:1. Concerning this Darius, secular history awaits fur-
ther discoveries. It is conjectured that he was Gobryas
(Gubaru), a Median official whom Cyrus made ruler of
Babylon after the conquest.

(4) Cyrus (c. 539–530 B.C.), with whose rise to power
the Medo-Persian world empire came fully into exis-
tence (2:39; 7:5). In verses 1–4 of ch. 8 the Median
power is seen as the lesser of the two horns of the ram;
the Persian power of Cyrus, as the higher horn which
appeared last. Under Cyrus, who was named more than
a century before his birth (Is. 44:28—45:4), the return
of the Jewish remnant to Palestine began (Ezra 1:1–4).
See Dan. 11:2, notes.



mgod or man within thirty days,
nexcept you, O king, shall be cast
into the den of lions?” The king an-
swered and said, “The thing is true,
according to the law of the Medes
and Persians, which does not alter.”

13So they answered and said be-
fore the king, “That Daniel, who is
one of the ocaptives* from Judah,
does not show due pregard for you,
O king, or for the decree that you
have signed, but makes his petition
three times a day.”

14And the king, when he heard
these words, was greatly qdispleased
with himself, and set his heart on
Daniel to deliver him; and he r la-
bored till the going down of the sun
to deliver him.

15Then these men approached
the king, and said to the king,
“Know, O king, that it is the law of
the Medes and Persians that no de-
cree or statute which the king es-
tablishes may be changed.”

Daniel in the lions’ den
16So the king gave the command,

and they brought Daniel and cast
him into the den of lions. But the
king spoke, saying to Daniel, “Your
God, whom you serve continually,
He will sdeliver you.”

17Then a stone was brought and
laid on the mouth of the den, and
the king sealed it with his own
signet ring and with the signets of
his lords, that the purpose concern-
ing Daniel might not be changed.

18Now the king went to his
palace and spent the night fasting;
and no musicians* were brought be-
fore him. Also his sleep went from
him.

19Then the tking arose very early
in the morning and went in haste to
the den of lions.

20And when he came to the den,
he cried out with a lamenting voice
to Daniel. The king spoke, saying to
Daniel, “Daniel, servant of the liv-
ing God, has your God, whom you
serve continually, been uable to de-
liver you from the lions?”

21Then Daniel said to the king,
“O king, live forever!

so that the king would suffer no
loss.

3Then this Daniel adistinguished
himself above the governors and sa-
traps, because an excellent spirit
was in him; and the king gave
thought to bsetting him over the
whole realm.

The governors and satraps
plot against Daniel

4So the governors and satraps
sought to find some ccharge against
Daniel concerning the kingdom; but
they could find no charge or fault,
because he was faithful; nor was
there any error or fault found in him.

5Then these men said, “We shall
not find any charge against this
Daniel unless we find it against him
dconcerning the law of his God.”

6So these governors and satraps
thronged before the king, and said
thus to him: “King Darius, live for-
ever!

7“All the governors of the king-
dom, the administrators and sa-
traps, the counselors and advisors,
have econsulted together to estab-
lish a royal statute and to make a
firm decree, that whoever petitions
any fgod or man for thirty days, gex-
cept you, O king, shall be cast into
the den of lions.

8“Now, O king, establish the de-
cree and sign the writing, so that it
cannot be changed, haccording to
the law of the Medes and Persians,
which does not alter.”

9Therefore King Darius signed
the written decree.

Daniel’s steadfastness in prayer
10Now when Daniel iknew that

the writing was signed, he went
home. And in his upper room, with
his windows open j toward Jeru-
salem, he knelt down on his knees
kthree times that day, and lprayed
and gave thanks before his God, as
was his custom since early days.

11Then these men assembled and
found Daniel praying and making
supplication before his God.

12And they went before the king,
and spoke concerning the king’s de-
cree: “Have you not signed a decree
that every man who petitions any
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*6:13 Literally of the sons of the captivity
*6:18 Exact meaning unknown



22“My God asent His bangel and
cshut the lions’ mouths, so that they
have not hurt me, because I was
found innocent before Him; and
also, O king, I have done no wrong
before you.”

23Now the king was exceedingly
glad for him, and commanded that
they should take Daniel up out of
the den. So Daniel was taken up out
of the den, and no injury whatever
was found on him, because he be-
lieved in his God.

24And the king gave the com-
mand, and they dbrought those men
who had accused Daniel, and they
cast them into the den of lions—
them, their children, and their
wives; and the lions overpowered
them, and broke all their bones in
pieces before they ever came to the
bottom of the den.

The decree of Darius
25Then King Darius wrote:

eTo all peoples, nations, and
languages that dwell in all the
earth:

Peace be multiplied to you.
26 I make a decree that in every

dominion of my kingdom men
must tremble and fear before
the God of Daniel.

fFor He is the living God,
And steadfast forever;
His kingdom is the one which

shall not be destroyed,
And His dominion shall endure

to the end.
27 He delivers and rescues,

And He works signs and
wonders

In heaven and on earth,
Who has delivered Daniel from

the power of the lions.
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7:4

j Cp. Jer. 4:7 with
Jer. 25:9

k Cp. Ezek. 17:3
with Ezek.
17:12

l Dan. 4:16,34

7:6

m Cp. Dan. 8:22

6:22

a Miracles (OT):
vv. 16-23; Jon.
1:17. (Gen.
5:24; Jon. 1:17);
Acts 12:11

b Dan. 3:28; see
Heb. 1:4, note

c Cp. Heb. 11:33

6:24

d Cp. Esth. 7:1-10;
9:5-16; Dan.
3:22

6:25

e Dan. 4:1

6:26

f Cp. Dan. 2:47;
3:28-29; 4:3,34-
35
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28So this Daniel prospered in the

reign of Darius and in the reign of
Cyrus the Persian.

VI. Daniel’s Vision
of the Four Beasts, 7

The dream (cp. 2:31–43)

7IN the first year of Belshazzar
king of Babylon, Daniel had a

dream and visions of his head while
on his bed. Then he gwrote down
the dream, telling the main facts.*

2Daniel spoke, saying, “I saw in
my vision by night, and behold, the
four winds of heaven were stirring
up the Great hSea.

3“And ifour great beasts came up
from the sea, each different from
the other.

First world empire: Babylon
(cp. 2:37–38)

4“The first was like a j lion, and
had keagle’s wings. I watched till its
wings were plucked off; and it was
lifted up from the earth and made to
stand on two feet like a man, and a
lman’s heart was given to it.

Second world empire: Medo-Persia
(cp. 2:39; 8:20)

5“And suddenly another beast, a
second, like a bear. It was raised up
on one side, and had three ribs in
its mouth between its teeth. And
they said thus to it: ‘Arise, devour
much flesh!’

Third world empire: Greece
(cp. 2:39; 8:21–22; 10:20; 11:2–4)
6“After this I looked, and there

was another, like a leopard, which
had on its back m four wings of a
*7:1 Literally the head (or chief ) of the words

7:1 first year. Approximately 553 B.C.
7:2 Sea in Scripture imagery stands for the populace,

the unorganized mass of mankind (Is. 60:5; Matt. 13:47;
Luke 21:25; Rev. 13:1).

7:5 three ribs. This is a possible reference to the three-
fold dominion of the second empire, Media, Persia, Bab-
ylonia. devour much flesh. That is, Lydia, Babylonia,
Egypt, etc.

7:6 like a leopard. An allusion to the swiftness of
Alexander’s conquests.

7:3 NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S VISION

The monarchy vision of Nebuchadnezzar (ch. 2) covers
the same order of fulfillment as Daniel’s beast vision, but
with this difference: Nebuchadnezzar saw the imposing
outward power and splendor of “the times of the Gen-
tiles” (Luke 21:24; compare Rev. 16:19, note), whereas
Daniel saw the true character of Gentile world govern-
ment as rapacious and warlike, established and main-
tained by force. It is remarkable that the heraldic insignia
of the Gentile nations are all beasts or birds of prey.



And the hair of His head was
like pure dwool.

His throne was a fiery flame,
Its wheels a burning efire;

10 A fiery stream issued
And came forth from before

Him.
A thousand thousands

ministered to Him;
fTen thousand times ten

thousand stood before Him.
The court* was seated,
And the books were opened.

11“I watched then because of the
sound of the pompous words which
the ghorn was speaking; I watched
till the hbeast was slain, and its
body destroyed and given to the
iburning flame.

12“As for the rest of the beasts,
they had their dominion taken
away, yet their lives were prolonged
for a season and a time.

Scene in heaven before coming
of Son of Man (cp. Rev. 5:1–14)

13“I was jwatching in the night
visions,

And behold, One like the Son
of Man,

Coming with the kclouds of
heaven!

He came to the Ancient of
Days,

And they brought Him near
before Him.

bird. The beast also had four heads,
and dominion was given to it.

Fourth world empire: Rome
(cp. vv. 23–24; 2:40–43; 9:26)

7“After this I saw in the night vi-
sions, and behold, a fourth beast,
dreadful and terrible, exceedingly
strong. It had huge iron teeth; it
was devouring, breaking in pieces,
and trampling the residue with its
feet. It was different from all the
beasts that were before it, and it
had ten horns.

Rome: final form of fourth world
empire; the ten kings and
the little horn (vv. 24–27;

see v. 14, note)
8“I was considering the ahorns,

and there was another horn, a blittle
one, coming up among them, before
whom three of the first horns were
plucked out by the roots. And there,
in this horn, were eyes like the eyes
of a man, and a mouth speaking
pompous words.

The coming of the Son of Man
(vv. 9–14; cp. Matt. 24:27–30;

25:31–34; Rev. 19:11–21)
9“I watched till thrones were put

in place,
And the Ancient of Days was

seated;
His garment was cwhite as

snow,

7:9

d Cp. Rev. 1:14

e Cp. Ezek. 10:2,6

7:10

f Rev. 5:11

7:11

g See Deut.
33:17, note

h The Beast: v.
11; Dan. 7:20.
(Dan. 7:8; Rev.
19:20, note)

i Rev. 19:20;
20:10

7:13

j Cp. Rev. 5:6-10

k Matt. 26:64

7:8

a See v. 7, note

b The Beast: v. 8;
Dan. 7:11.
(Dan. 7:8; Rev.
19:20, note)

7:9

c Cp. Mark 9:3

1180 DANIEL 7:7–13

*7:10 Or judgment

7:7 horns. The words “horn” and “horns” (OT, qeren;
NT keras) are used in Scripture both literally and figura-
tively. In the latter sense at least three meanings appear:
(1) strength in general (Deut. 33:17); (2) arrogant pride (Ps.
75:4–5); and (3) political and military power (Dan.
8:20–21).

7:9 Ancient of Days. This title, while referring here and
in v. 13 to God the Father, has equal application to Christ,
e.g. v. 22; Rev. 1:8,13–18. Compare Ps. 45:6; 93:2; Mic.
5:2; Hab. 1:12.

7:13 the Son. Literally a son. And they brought Him
near before Him. This scene is identical with that of Rev.
5:6–10. There the ascription of praise concerning those
who are “kings and priests” (see Dan. 7:18, note) ends with
the words, “and we shall reign on the earth.” Revelation 6
opens the “distress” of Ps. 2:5, introductory to setting the
king on Zion (Ps. 2:6; Rev. 20:4). The vision (7:9–14) re-
verses the order of events as they will be fulfilled. Verse 13
describes the scene in heaven (compare Rev. 5:6–10)
which, in fulfillment, precedes the events which Daniel

7:8 THE VISION OF THE END 
OF THE GENTILE WORLD

The vision is of the end of Gentile world dominion. The
former Roman Empire (the iron kingdom of 2:33–35,
40–44; 7:7) will have ten horns (that is, kings, Rev.
17:12), corresponding to the ten toes of the image. As
Daniel considers this vision of the ten kings, there rises
up among them a “little horn” (king), who subdues
three of the ten kings so completely that the separate
identity of their kingdoms is destroyed. Seven kings of
the ten are left, and the “little horn,” who is “the prince
who is to come” of 9:26, the “abomination” of 12:11
and Matt. 24:15, and the “beast rising up out of the sea”
of Rev. 13:1–10. He will be the head of the restored
fourth world empire (Beast, see Rev. 19:20, note). Some
expositors also equate with him the “willful king” of
11:36–45, and the “man of sin” of 2 Thess. 2:3–8.



14 Then to Him was given
dominion and glory and a
akingdom,

That all peoples, nations, and
languages should serve
Him.

His dominion is an everlasting
bdominion,

Which shall not pass away,
And His kingdom the one
Which shall not be destroyed.

The interpretation of beast vision
15“I, Daniel, was grieved in my

spirit within my body, and the vi-
sions of my head troubled me.

16“I came near to one of those
who stood by, and asked him the
truth of all this. So he told me and
made known to me the interpreta-
tion of these things:

17‘Those great beasts, which are
four, are four kings* which arise out
of the earth.

18‘But the saints of the Most High
shall receive the kingdom, and pos-
sess the kingdom forever, even for-
ever and ever.’

19“Then I wished to cknow the
truth about the fourth beast, which
was different from all the others, ex-
ceedingly dreadful, with its teeth of
iron and its nails of bronze, which
devoured, broke in pieces, and
trampled the residue with its feet;

20“and the ten horns that were on
its head, and the other horn which
came up, before which three fell,
namely, that dhorn which had eyes
and a mouth which spoke pompous

7:21

e See v. 7, note

f Rev. 13:7

7:22

g Judgments (the
seven): vv. 21-
27; Joel 3:1.
(2 Sam. 7:14;
Rev. 20:12,
note)

h Cp. 1 Cor. 6:2-3

7:24

i Rev. 13:1

j The Beast: vv.
20-26; Dan.
8:25. (Dan. 7:8;
Rev. 19:20,
note)

7:25

k Rev. 13:1-6

7:14

a Kingdom (OT):
vv. 9,13-14;
Hos. 3:4. (Gen.
1:26; Zech.
12:8, note); Is.
16:5

b Christ (second
advent): vv. 13-
14; Hos. 3:5.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

7:19

c See v. 18, note

7:20

d See v. 7, note
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words, whose appearance was
greater than his fellows.

21“I was watching; and the same
ehorn was making war against the
fsaints, and prevailing against them,

22“until the Ancient of Days
came, and a gjudgment was made in
favor of the hsaints of the Most High,
and the time came for the saints to
possess the kingdom.

23“Thus he said:

‘The fourth beast shall be
A fourth kingdom on earth,
Which shall be different from

all other kingdoms,
And shall devour the whole

earth,
Trample it and break it in pieces.

Satan’s blasphemous leader
24 The iten horns are ten kings

Who shall arise from this
kingdom.

And janother shall rise after
them;

He shall be different from the
first ones,

And shall subdue three kings.
25 He shall kspeak pompous words

against the Most High,
Shall persecute* the saints of

the Most High,
And shall intend to change

times and law.
Then the saints shall be given

into his hand
For a time and times and half a

time.
*7:17 Representing their kingdoms (compare 
verse 23) *7:25 Literally wear out

sees in vision in vv. 9–12. The order of fulfillment will be:
(1) the investiture of the Son of Man with the kingdom
(Dan. 7:13,14; Rev. 5:6–10); (2) the “distress” of Ps. 2:5,
fully described in Matt. 24:21–22; Rev. 6—18; (3) the re-
turn of the Son of Man in glory to deliver the blow of 2:45
(Dan. 7:9–11; Rev. 19:11–21); and (4) God’s judgment of
individuals among the nations and the setting up of the
kingdom (Dan. 7:10,26–27; Matt. 25:31–46; Rev. 20:1–6).

7:14 Verses 13–14 are identical with Rev. 5:1–7, and
precede the fulfillment of Dan. 2:34–35. Verses 13–14 and
Rev. 5:1–7 describe the investiture of the Son of Man and
Son of David with the kingdom authority, while Dan.
2:34–35 describes the crushing blow (see Armageddon,
Rev. 16:13–16; 19:17, note) which destroys Gentile world
power, thus clearing the way for the actual setting up of the
kingdom of heaven. Verses 34–35 and Rev. 19:19–21 de-
scribe the same event.

7:18 saints of the Most High. See “saints” in vv. 22,25,
and 27 also. That the Church saints, that is, believers of the
Church Age, will also share this rule seems evident in that
the Church, having part in the first resurrection, will “reign
with Him [Christ] a thousand years” (Rev. 20:6). Compare
Rom. 8:17; 2 Tim. 2:10–12; 1 Pet. 2:9; Rev. 1:6; 3:21;
5:10.

7:25 time and times and half a time. The terms found
in the OT and NT referring to specific lengths of time in fu-
ture events require careful consideration, so as to avoid
fantastic speculations. The first occurrence of a reference to
a period of three and one-half years in the prophetic future
is the expression “time and times and half a time” found
here. It is also in Dan. 12:7 and Rev. 12:14. This is the
same length of time as one-half of the final seven-year pe-
riod (9:27), and is likewise the period of time expressed in
the term “forty-two months” (Rev. 11:2; 13:5), or “one



was in Shushan, the citadel, which
is in the province of Elam; and I saw
in the vision that I was by the River
Ulai.

3Then I lifted my eyes and saw,
and there, standing beside the river,
was a dram which had two horns,
and the two horns were high; but
one was ehigher than the other, and
the higher one came up last.

4I saw the ram pushing westward,
northward, and southward, so that
no animal could withstand him; nor
was there any that could deliver
from his hand, but he did according
to his will and became great.

5And as I was considering, sud-
denly a fmale goat came from the
west, across the surface of the
whole earth, without touching the
ground; and the goat had a notable
ghorn between his eyes.

6Then he came to the ram that
had two horns, which I had seen
standing beside the river, and ran at
him with furious power.

7And I saw him confronting the
ram; he was moved with rage against
him, attacked the ram, and broke his
two horns. There was no power in
the ram to withstand him, but he cast

26 ‘But the acourt shall be seated,
And they shall btake away his

dominion,
To consume and destroy it

forever.
27 Then the kingdom and

dominion,
And the greatness of the

kingdoms under the whole
heaven,

Shall be given to the people, the
saints of the Most High.

His kingdom is an ceverlasting
kingdom,

And all dominions shall serve
and obey Him.’

28“This is the end of the
account.* As for me, Daniel, my
thoughts greatly troubled me, and
my countenance changed; but I
kept the matter in my heart.”

VII. The Prophecy of the Defeat
of the Persians by the Greeks,

and the Desecration of the Temple, 8

The vision of the ram and male goat

8IN the third year of the reign of
King Belshazzar a vision ap-

peared to me—to me, Daniel—after
the one that appeared to me the
first time.

2I saw in the vision, and it so hap-
pened while I was looking, that I

8:3

d v. 20

e Dan. 7:5

8:5

f v. 21

g Dan. 11:3

7:26

a v. 10; Dan.
2:35; cp. Rev.
16:14; 19:17-
19,21

b Rev. 19:20

7:27

c vv. 13-14;
2 Sam. 7:16; Ps.
89:35-37; Dan.
4:3; Luke 1:31-
33

1182 DANIEL 7:26—8:7

*7:28 Literally the word

thousand two hundred and sixty days” (Rev. 12:6).
The three-and-one-half-year period seems to be a refer-

ence to the last half of Daniel’s seventieth week, also
known as the great tribulation.

8:1 The remarkably precise predictions in chs. 8 and 11
about the reign, character, and antecedents of Antiochus
Epiphanes, the Hellenistic king who cruelly persecuted the
Jews 400 years after the time of Nebuchadnezzar, were ad-
vanced by Porphyry, an anti-Christian philosopher of the
third century A.D., as proof that the Book of Daniel could
not have been written before that time. This view has been
followed by many modern critics but should not keep any
believer in predictive prophecy from accepting the tradi-
tional date. third year. Approximately 551 B.C. vision.
This chapter gives details concerning the second and third
world kingdoms: the silver and bronze kingdoms of ch. 2;
and the bear and leopard kingdoms of ch. 7, that is, the
Medo-Persian and Grecian (Macedonian) kingdoms of his-
tory. At the time of this vision (8:1), the first world empire
was nearing its end. Belshazzar was the last ruler of that
monarchy in the city of Babylon. See notes at 5:2,18,29.

8:5 horn. The words “horn” and “horns” (OT, qeren; NT
keras) are used in Scripture both literally and figuratively. In
the latter sense at least three meanings appear: (1) strength
in general (Deut. 33:17); (2) arrogant pride (Ps. 75:4–5); and
(3) political and military power (Dan. 8:20–21).

7:26 THE END OF GENTILE 
WORLD POWER

In the beast vision of ch. 7, the fourth beast (v. 7) is de-
clared to be “the fourth kingdom,” that is, the Roman
Empire, the “iron” kingdom of ch. 2. The “ten horns”
upon the fourth beast (Roman Empire), v. 7, are de-
clared to be “ten kings who shall arise from this king-
dom” (v. 24), answering to the ten toes of the image vi-
sion of ch. 2. The ten kingdoms, including the regions
formerly ruled by Rome, will constitute, therefore, the
form in which the fourth or Roman Empire will exist
when the whole fabric of Gentile world domination is
struck by the stone “cut out of the mountain without
hands,” that is, Christ (2:44–45; 7:9).

But Daniel sees a “little horn” rise and subdue three
of the ten kings (vv. 24–26). His distinguishing mark is
hatred of God and believers. He is not to be confused
with the little horn of ch. 8, a prophecy fulfilled in An-
tiochus Epiphanes (see 8:9, note). In Rev. 13 additional
particulars of the little horn of Dan. 7 are given (see
Rev. 13:1, note).



him down to the ground and tram-
pled him; and there was no one that
could deliver the ram from his hand.

8Therefore the male goat grew
very great; but when he became
strong, the large ahorn was broken,
and in place of it bfour notable ones
came up toward the four winds of
heaven.

The little horn
9And out of one of them came a

little chorn which grew exceedingly
great toward the south, toward the
east, and toward the Glorious Land.

10And it grew up to the host of
heaven; and it cast down some of
the host and some of the stars to the
ground, and trampled them.

8:11

d Cp. Is. 14:13

8:12

e Dan. 11:36

8:13

f Dan. 4:13,17

8:8

a Dan. 11:3; see
v. 5, note

b v. 22; Dan. 7:6;
11:4

8:9

c Dan. 11:3; see
v. 5, note
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11He even dexalted himself as

high as the Prince of the host; and
by him the daily sacrifices were tak-
en away, and the place of His sanc-
tuary was cast down.

12Because of transgression, an
army was given over to the horn to
oppose the daily sacrifices; and he
cast truth down to the ground. He
did all this and eprospered.

13Then I heard a fholy one speak-
ing; and another holy one said to
that certain one who was speaking,
“How long will the vision be, con-
cerning the daily sacrifices and the
transgression of desolation, the giv-
ing of both the sanctuary and the
host to be trampled underfoot?”

14And he said to me, “For two

8:9 little horn. The little horn of this verse (compare v.
23) was fulfilled (171–164 B.C.) in the historical Antiochus
Epiphanes, who came out of Syria (one of the four promi-
nent kingdoms of vv. 8,22), and persecuted the Jews and
profaned the temple at Jerusalem. He is not to be con-
fused with the little horn of 7:8, who is yet to come in the
tribulation period (see vv. 9–13,23). The little horn of 7:8
will rise from the ten horns into which the fourth empire

(Roman) will be divided, whereas the little horn of ch. 8
comes out of one of the four horns (vv. 9,22) into which
the third empire (Grecian) is divided after Alexander’s
death (vv. 21–22) in the latter time of the four kingdoms
of Alexander’s generals (v. 23). Both little horns are vio-
lent in their hatred of the Jews and of God, and in their
profaning of the temple at Jerusalem (compare 7:25 and
8:10–12).
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The male goat and his successors
21“And the male goat is the king-

dom* of Greece. The large ehorn that
is between its eyes is the first king.

22“As for the broken horn and the
four that stood up in its place, four
kingdoms shall arise out of that na-
tion, but not with its power.

The king with fierce features
23“And in the latter time of their

kingdom,
When the transgressors have

reached their fullness,
A king shall arise,
Having fierce features,
Who understands sinister

schemes.
24 His power shall be mighty, but

not by his fown power;
He shall destroy fearfully,
And shall prosper and thrive;
He shall destroy the mighty,

and also the holy people.
25“Through ghis cunning

He shall cause deceit to prosper
under his rule;*

And he shall exalt himself in
his heart.

thousand three hundred days;* then
the sanctuary shall be cleansed.”

The interpretation of the vision
15Then it happened, when I, Dan-

iel, had seen the vision and was
seeking the meaning, that suddenly
there stood before me one having
the appearance of a aman.

16And I heard a man’s voice be-
tween the banks of the Ulai, who
called, and said, b“Gabriel, make
this man understand the vision.”

17So he came near where I stood,
and when he came I was afraid and
fell on my face; but he said to me,
“Understand, son of man, that the
vision refers to the time of the
end.”

18Now, as he was speaking with
me, I was in a cdeep sleep with my
face to the ground; but he touched
me, and stood me upright.

19And he dsaid, “Look, I am mak-
ing known to you what shall happen
in the latter time of the indignation;
for at the appointed time the end
shall be.

The identity of the ram
20“The ram which you saw, hav-

ing the two horns—they are the
kings of Media and Persia.

8:21

e See v. 20, note

8:24

f Cp. 2 Thess. 2:9

8:25

g The Beast: vv.
24-25; Dan.
9:26. (Dan. 7:8;
Rev. 19:20,
note)

8:15

a Theophanies: v.
15; Dan. 10:5.
(Gen. 12:7,
note; Dan. 10:5)

8:16

b Dan. 9:21; Luke
1:19,26

8:18

c Dan. 10:9

8:19

d v. 20

1184 DANIEL 8:15–25

*8:14 Literally evening-mornings
*8:21 Literally king, representing his kingdom
(compare 7:17,23) *8:25 Literally hand

Gabriel: man of God. An angel who appeared to Dan-
iel, Zacharias and Mary to tell of the coming Messiah.

8:14 For two thousand three hundred days. This pre-
diction was fulfilled during the bitter persecution under An-
tiochus Epiphanes and in the cleansing of the sanctuary in
Jerusalem.

8:17 time of the end. Two “ends” seems to be in view
here: (1) historically, the end of the third empire (Grecian)
of Alexander, out of one of the divisions of which (Syria)
the little horn of v. 9 (Antiochus Epiphanes) arose; and
(2) prophetically, the end of “the times of the Gentiles” (see
Luke 21:24 and Rev. 16:19, notes)—Daniel’s final time of
the end (see Dan. 12:4, note).

8:20 ram. Compare vv. 3–4. The higher horn, which
came up last, was Persia. The other was Media, which was
dominant at first. Compare 6:12. horns. The words “horn”
and “horns” (OT, qeren; NT keras) are used in Scripture
both literally and figuratively. In the latter sense at least
three meanings appear: (1) strength in general (Deut.
33:17); (2) arrogant pride (Ps. 75:4–5); and (3) political and
military power (Dan. 8:20–21).

8:21 first king. That is, Alexander the Great.
8:22 four. The four kingdoms into which Alexander’s

empire was divided (4th Cent. B.C.): Macedonia, Syria,
Egypt, and Asia Minor. See Dan. 11:4, note.

8:23 king shall arise. Concerning this sinister figure
there are three views: (1) Some think he is the “king of the
North” referred to in 11:40. (2) Others regard him as a type
of the Roman beast of the end time (7:23–27). And
(3) some see in this king a direct prophecy of the final Ro-
man beast, thus identifying his geographical origin.

8:13 THE SEVEN DESOLATIONS

Seven times in Daniel desolation is spoken of:
(1) of the sanctuary (8:13), fulfilled by Antiochus

Epiphanes, 171–164 B.C.;
(2) of the sanctuary (9:17), alluding to its condition in

Daniel’s time, when the Jews were in exile;
(3) generally, of the land (9:18), also referring to Dan-

iel’s time;
(4) of the sanctuary (9:26), fulfilled in A.D. 70 in the

destruction of city and temple after the cutting off of
Messiah (Luke 21:20); and

(5), (6), and (7) of the sanctuary, by the beast, 9:27;
11:31; 12:11. Compare Matt. 24:15; Mark 13:14;
2 Thess. 2:3,8–12; Rev. 13:14–15.



He shall destroy many in their
prosperity.

He shall aeven rise against the
Prince of princes;

But he shall be broken without
human means.*

26“And the vision of the evenings
and mornings

Which was told is true;
Therefore bseal up the vision,
For it refers to many days in the

future.”
27And I, Daniel, fainted and was

sick for days; afterward I arose and
went about the king’s business. I
was astonished by the vision, but no
one understood it.

VIII. Daniel’s Prayer, and the
Prophecy of the Seventy Weeks, 9

The vision of the seventy
weeks (vv. 1–27)

9IN the first year of Darius the
son of Ahasuerus, of the lineage

of the Medes, who was made king
over the realm of the Chaldeans—

2in the first year of his reign I,
Daniel, understood by the books the
number of the years specified by
the word of the LORD through Jere-
miah the prophet, that He would ac-
complish seventy years in the deso-
lations of Jerusalem.

Daniel’s confession and prayer
3Then I cset my face toward the

Lord God to make request by
dprayer and supplications, with fast-
ing, sackcloth, and ashes.

4And I prayed to the LORD my
God, and made confession, and said,
“O Lord, great and awesome God,
who keeps His covenant and mercy
with those who love Him, and with
those who keep His commandments,

5“we have sinned and committed
iniquity, we have done wickedly
and rebelled, even by departing
from Your precepts and Your judg-
ments.

9:11

e Law (of Moses):
vv. 8-13; Mal.
4:4. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

f Neh. 1:6; Ps.
106:6; cp. Is.
6:5

9:12

g Jer. 44:2-6; Lam.
2:17

h Lam. 1:12; 2:13

9:13

i Lev. 26:14-45;
Deut. 28:15-68

9:14

j Jer. 31:28;
44:27

8:25

a Rev. 19:19-20

8:26

b Dan. 12:4,9

9:3

c Dan. 10:15

d Bible prayers
(OT): vv. 3-21;
Jon. 2:1. (Gen.
15:2; Hab. 3:1,
note)
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6“Neither have we heeded Your

servants the prophets, who spoke in
Your name to our kings and our
princes, to our fathers and all the
people of the land.

7“O Lord, righteousness belongs
to You, but to us shame of face, as it
is this day—to the men of Judah, to
the inhabitants of Jerusalem and all
Israel, those near and those far off
in all the countries to which You
have driven them, because of the
unfaithfulness which they have
committed against You.

8“O Lord, to us belongs shame of
face, to our kings, our princes, and
our fathers, because we have sinned
against You.

9“To the Lord our God belong
mercy and forgiveness, though we
have rebelled against Him.

10“We have not obeyed the voice
of the LORD our God, to walk in His
laws, which He set before us by His
servants the prophets.

11“Yes, all Israel has transgressed
Your e law, and has departed so as
not to obey Your voice; therefore the
curse and the oath written in the
Law of Moses the servant of God
have been poured out on us, be-
cause fwe have sinned against Him.

12“And He has gconfirmed His
words, which He spoke against us
and against our judges who judged
us, by bringing upon us a great di-
saster; for under the whole heaven
such has hnever been done as what
has been done to Jerusalem.

13“As it is written in the iLaw of
Moses, all this disaster has come
upon us; yet we have not made our
prayer before the LORD our God,
that we might turn from our iniqui-
ties and understand Your truth.

14“Therefore the LORD has jkept
the disaster in mind, and brought it
upon us; for the LORD our God is
righteous in all the works which He
does, though we have not obeyed
His voice.
*8:25 Literally hand

9:1 first year. Approximately 539 B.C.
9:2 books. The “books” were Jeremiah’s writings (Jer.

25:11, where see note; 29:10).
9:3 prayer. In vv. 4–19 is recorded Daniel’s prayer,

which arose from the study of the prophetic Scriptures (v.

2; compare Jer. 25) and was a fulfillment of the prophetic
portion of Solomon’s prayer (1 Kin. 8:33–36). Here there
are adoration (v. 4), confession (vv. 5–15), and petition (vv.
16–19). Prophetic study is intended to lead to a deeper
spiritual life.



are greatly ebeloved; therefore con-
sider the matter, and understand
the vision:
24“Seventy weeks are determined

For your people and for your
holy city,

To finish the transgression,
To make an end of* sins,
To make reconciliation for

iniquity,
To bring in everlasting

righteousness,
To seal up vision and prophecy,
And to anoint the Most Holy.

25“Know therefore and understand,
That from the going forth of the

command
To restore and build Jerusalem
Until Messiah the Prince,
There shall be seven weeks and

sixty-two weeks;
The street* shall be built again,

and the wall,*
Even in troublesome times.

26“And after the sixty-two weeks
fMessiah shall be gcut off, but

not for Himself;
And the people of the hprince

who is to come
Shall destroy the city and the

sanctuary.
The end of it shall be with a

flood,
And till the end of the war

desolations are determined.
27 Then he shall confirm a

covenant with many for
one week;

But in the middle of the week
He shall bring an end to

sacrifice and offering.
And on the wing of

abominations shall be one
who makes desolate,

Even until the consummation,
which is determined,

Is poured out on the desolate.”

15“And now, O Lord our God,
who brought Your people out of the
land of Egypt with a mighty hand,
and made Yourself a aname, as it is
this day—we have sinned, we have
done wickedly!

16“O Lord, according to all Your
righteousness, I pray, let Your anger
and Your fury be turned away from
Your city b Jerusalem, Your holy
mountain; because for our sins, and
for the iniquities of our fathers,
Jerusalem and Your people are a re-
proach to all those around us.

17“Now therefore, our God, hear
the prayer of Your servant, and his
supplications, and for the Lord’s
sake cause Your face to shine on
Your sanctuary, which is desolate.

18“O my God, incline Your ear
and hear; open Your eyes and see
our desolations, and the city which
is called by Your name; for we do
not present our supplications before
You because of our righteous deeds,
but because of Your great mercies.

19“O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive!
O Lord, listen and act! Do not delay
for Your own sake, my God, for Your
city and Your people are called by
Your name.”

The seventy weeks of years
20Now while I was speaking,

cpraying, and confessing my sin and
the sin of my people Israel, and pre-
senting my supplication before the
LORD my God for the holy mountain
of my God,

21yes, while I was speaking in
prayer, the man dGabriel, whom I
had seen in the vision at the begin-
ning, being caused to fly swiftly,
reached me about the time of the
evening offering.

22And he informed me, and
talked with me, and said, “O Dan-
iel, I have now come forth to give
you skill to understand.

23“At the beginning of your sup-
plications the command went out,
and I have come to tell you, for you

9:23

e Dan. 10:11,19

9:26

f Christ (first ad-
vent): vv. 24-26;
Hos. 11:1. (Gen.
3:15; Acts. 1:11,
note)

g Sacrifice
(prophetic): v.
26; Zech. 12:10.
(Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note)

h The Beast: vv.
26-27; Dan.
11:36. (Dan.
7:8; Rev. 19:20,
note)

9:15

a Jer. 32:20

9:16

b v. 20; Ps. 122:6;
Jer. 29:7; cp.
Zech. 8:1-8

9:20

c Cp. Ps. 145:18-
19; Is. 65:24

9:21

d Dan. 8:16; Luke
1:19,26

1186 DANIEL 9:15–27

*9:24 Following Qere, Septuagint, Syriac, and
Vulgate; Kethib and Theodotion read To seal up.
*9:25 Or open square * Or moat

9:24 your people. That is, Daniel’s people. make an
end. Hebrew kaphar, atone for. See Ex. 29:33, note. Most
Holy. Literally a most holy place.

9:26 but not for Himself. Or and shall have nothing.
That is, nothing of the regal glory which was rightly His.

end of the war. Literally till the end shall be war; desola-
tions are determined. Compare Matt. 24:6–14.

9:27 confirm. Or make a firm covenant. desolate. Lit-
erally desolator.



IX. Daniel’s Final Vision, 10—12

The vision of the glory of God

10IN the third year of Cyrus
king of Persia a message was

revealed to Daniel, whose aname
was called Belteshazzar. The mes-
sage was true, but the appointed
time was long;* and he understood

10:1

a Dan. 1:7

DANIEL 10:1–3 1187
the message, and had understand-
ing of the vision.

2In those days I, Daniel, was
mourning three full weeks.

3I ate no pleasant food, no meat
or wine came into my mouth, nor
did I anoint myself at all, till three
whole weeks were fulfilled.
*10:1 Or and of great conflict

10:1 third year. Approximately 536 B.C.
10:2 full weeks. Here and in v. 3 the Hebrew text reads

“weeks of days” so as to distinguish these weeks from the
weeks of years in ch. 9:24–27.

9:24 PROPHECY OF THE SEVENTY WEEKS

Daniel’s prophecy of the seventy “weeks” (‘sevens’) (vv. 24–27) provides the chronological frame for Messianic pre-
diction from Daniel to the establishment of the kingdom on earth and also a key to its interpretation. Its main features
are as follows:

(1) The entire prophecy is concerned primarily with Daniel’s “people” and their “holy city”—that is, Israel and Jeru-
salem.

(2) Two princes are mentioned; the first is named the “Messiah the Prince” (v. 25); the second is described as “the
prince who is to come” (v. 26), a reference to the little horn of ch. 7:8, whose “people” would destroy the rebuilt
Jerusalem after the cutting off of the Messianic Prince (v. 26).

(3) The “seventy weeks” of the prophecy are weeks of years, an important sabbatical time-measure in the Jewish
calendar. Violation of the command to observe the sabbatical year brought the judgment of the Babylonian captivity
and determined its length of seventy years. Compare Lev. 25:1–22; 26:33–35; 2 Chr. 36:19–21; Dan. 9:2. Compare
also Gen. 29:26–28 for use of “week” to indicate seven years.

(4) These 490 prophetic years are each 360 days long. This is proved by the biblical references to the seventieth
week of seven years, which is divided into two halves (v. 27), the latter half being variously designated as “a time and
times, and half a time” (Dan. 7:25; compare Rev. 12:14); forty-two months (Rev. 11:2; 13:5); or 1260 days (Rev. 11:3;
12:6). In this connection it should be remembered that, in the grand sweep of prophecy, prophetic time is invariably
so near as to give full warning, so indeterminate as to give no satisfaction to mere curiosity (compare Matt. 24:36; Acts
1:7).

(5) The beginning of the seventy weeks is fixed as “the going forth of the command to restore and build Jerusalem”
and its wall (v. 25). The only decree in Scripture authorizing the rebuilding of the city and its wall is recorded in Neh.
2; dated in “the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes” (that is, 445 B.C.), it is well attested in an-
cient history. From this date as a beginning, the first sixty-nine weeks reach to “the Messiah, the Prince.”

(6) At a later time, after the “sixty-two weeks” which follow the first “seven weeks” (that is, after sixty-nine weeks),
two important events will take place: (1) Messiah will be “cut off” and will have none of His regal rights (“but not for
Himself”). And (2) the rebuilt city and sanctuary will again be destroyed, this time by “the people” of another “prince”
who is yet to come. It is generally agreed that these two events were fulfilled in the death of Christ (A.D. 29) and the
destruction of Jerusalem by Rome in A.D. 70. Both events are placed before the seventieth week of v. 27. Hence a pe-
riod of at least forty-one years between the death of Christ and the destruction of Jerusalem must intervene between
the sixty-ninth and seventieth weeks.

(7) The main events of the final “one week” (v. 27) are as follows: (1) There is a seven-year “covenant” made by the
future Roman prince (the “little horn” of 7:8) with the Jews. (2) In the middle of the week there is a forcible interrup-
tion of the Jewish ritual of worship by the Roman prince who introduces “abomination” that renders the sanctuary des-
olate. (3) At the same time he launches persecution against the Jews. And (4) the end of the seventieth week brings
judgment upon the desolator and also brings “everlasting righteousness” (v. 24—that is, the blessings of the Messian-
ic kingdom).

The proof that this final week has not yet been fulfilled is seen in the fact that Christ definitely relates its main events
to His second coming (Matt. 24:6,15). Hence, during the interim between the sixty-ninth and seventieth weeks there
must lie the whole period of the Church set forth in the NT but not revealed in the OT. The interpretation which as-
signs the last of the seventy weeks to the end of the age is found in the Church Fathers. When this seventieth week was
referred to during the first two and one-half centuries of the Christian Church, it was almost always assigned to the end
of the age. Irenaeus places the appearance of Antichrist at the end of the age in the last week; in fact, he asserts that
the time of Antichrist’s tyranny will last just one-half of the week, three years and six months. So likewise Hippolytus
states that Daniel “indicates the showing forth of the seven years which shall be in the last times.”



14“Now I have come to make you
understand what will happen to
your people in the jlatter days, for
the vision refers to many days yet to
come.”

15When he had spoken such
words to me, I turned my face to-
ward the ground and became
speechless.

16And suddenly, one having the
likeness of the sons* of men
touched my lips; then I opened my
mouth and spoke, saying to him
who stood before me, “My lord, be-
cause of the vision my sorrows have
overwhelmed me, and I have re-
tained no strength.

17“For how can this servant of my
lord talk with you, my lord? As for
me, no strength remains in me now,
nor is any breath left in me.”

18Then again, the one having the
likeness of a man touched me and
strengthened me.

19And he said, “O man greatly
beloved, fear not! Peace be to you;
be strong, yes, be strong!” So when
he spoke to me I was strengthened,
and said, “Let my lord speak, for
you have strengthened me.”

20Then he said, “Do you know
why I have come to you? And now I
must return to fight with the prince
of Persia; and when I have gone
forth, indeed the prince of Greece
will come.

21“But I will tell you what is not-
ed in the Scripture of Truth. (No
one upholds me against these, ex-
cept Michael your prince.

From Darius to the man of sin
(11:1—12:13)

11“ALSO in the first year of
kDarius the Mede, I, even I,

stood up to confirm and strengthen
him.)

2“And now I will tell you the truth:
Behold, three more kings will arise

4Now on the twenty-fourth day of
the first month, as I was by the side
of the great river, that is, the Tigris,*

5I lifted my eyes and looked, and
behold, a certain aman clothed in
b linen, whose cwaist was girded
with gold of Uphaz!

6His body was like beryl, his face
like the appearance of d lightning,
his eyes like etorches of fire, his
arms and feet like burnished fbronze
in color, and the sound of his words
like the voice of a multitude.

7And I, Daniel, alone saw the vi-
sion, for the men who were with
me did gnot see the vision; but a
great terror fell upon them, so that
they fled to hide themselves.

8Therefore I was left alone when
I saw this great vision, and no
strength hremained in me; for my
vigor was turned to frailty in me,
and I retained no strength.

9Yet I heard the sound of his
words; and while I heard the sound
of his words I was in a deep sleep on
my face, with my face to the ground.

Conflict: holy and unholy angels
10Suddenly, a hand touched me,

which made me tremble on my
knees and on the palms of my hands.

11And he said to me, “O Daniel,
man greatly beloved, understand the
words that I speak to you, and stand
upright, for I have now been sent to
you.” While he was speaking this
word to me, I stood trembling.

12Then he said to me, “Do not
fear, Daniel, for from the first day
that you set your heart to under-
stand, and to humble yourself be-
fore your God, your words were
heard; and I have come because of
your words.

13“But the prince of the kingdom
of Persia withstood me twenty-one
days; and behold, iMichael, one of
the chief princes, came to help me,
for I had been left alone there with
the kings of Persia.

10:14

j See Acts 2:17,
note

11:1

k Dan. 5:31; 9:1

10:5

a Theophanies:
vv. 4-9,16-17.
(Gen. 12:7,
note; Dan.
10:5). See v. 10,
note

b Ezek. 9:2; 10:2

c Cp. Rev. 1:13

10:6

d Cp. Rev. 1:16

e Cp. Rev. 1:14

f Cp. Rev. 1:15

10:7

g Cp. Acts 22:9

10:8

h Cp. Ex. 3:2-10;
Is. 6:1-10; Rev.
1:12-19

10:13

i v. 21; Dan.
12:1; Jude 9;
Rev. 12:7

1188 DANIEL 10:4—11:2

*10:4 Hebrew Hiddekel *10:16 Theodotion
and Vulgate read the son; Septuagint reads a hand.

10:4 first month. This is the month of Abib (or Nisan) in
the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of March–April. For more information on the He-
brew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

10:10 Verses 10–15 probably introduce an angel.
Verses 4–9, 16–17 are theophanies.

10:13 prince. Compare v. 20. The intimation is clear
that, as the holy angels are sent forth on behalf of the heirs
of salvation, so demons are concerned on behalf of the
world system of Satan (John 7:7; Rev. 13:8).

11:1 first year. Approximately 539 B.C.
11:2 The spirit of prophecy here returns to that which



in Persia, and the fourth shall be far
richer than them all; by his strength,
through his riches, he shall stir up all
against the realm of Greece.

3“Then a mighty aking shall arise,
who shall rule with great dominion,
and do baccording to his will.

4“And when he has arisen, his
kingdom shall be broken up and di-
vided toward the c four winds of
heaven, but not among his posterity
nor according to his dominion with
which he ruled; for his kingdom
shall be uprooted, even for others
besides these.

5“Also the king of the South shall
become strong, as well as one of his
princes; and he shall gain power
over him and have dominion. His do-
minion shall be a dgreat dominion.

6“And eat the end of some years
they shall join forces, for the daugh-
ter of the king of the South shall go
to the king of the North to make an
agreement; but she shall not retain
the power of her authority, and nei-
ther he nor his authority* shall
stand; but she shall be given up,
with those who brought her, and
with him who begot her, and with
him who strengthened her in those
times.

7“But from a branch of her roots
one shall arise in his place, who
shall come with an army, enter the

11:11

f Prov. 16:14

g Dan. 8:7

h Ps. 33:16; cp.
Eccl. 9:11

11:3

a Cp. Dan. 8:21-
26

b vv. 16,36

11:4

c Zech. 2:6; cp.
Rev. 7:1

11:5

d vv. 8-9

11:6

e Cp. v. 13
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fortress of the king of the North,
and deal with them and prevail.

8“And he shall also carry their
gods captive to Egypt, with their
princes* and their precious articles
of silver and gold; and he shall con-
tinue more years than the king of
the North.

9“Also the king of the North shall
come to the kingdom of the king of
the South, but shall return to his
own land.

10“However his sons shall stir up
strife, and assemble a multitude of
great forces; and one shall certainly
come and overwhelm and pass
through; then he shall return to his
fortress and stir up strife.

11“And the king of the South shall
be fmoved with grage, and go out
and fight with him, with the king of
the North, who shall muster a great
multitude; but the hmultitude shall
be given into the hand of his enemy.

12“When he has taken away the
multitude, his heart will be lifted
up; and he will cast down tens of
thousands, but he will not prevail.

13“For the king of the North will
return and muster a multitude
greater than the former, and shall
certainly come at the end of some
years with a great army and much
equipment.
*11:6 Literally arm *11:8 Or molded images

more immediately concerned Daniel and his royal mas-
ters—the near future of the empire in which he was so
great a personage. Four kings were yet to follow in Medo-
Persia. Then will come Alexander the “mighty king” of
Greece (v. 3). The division of Alexander’s empire into four
parts (v. 4), as already predicted (8:22), is foretold. The tur-
bulent course of affairs in two parts of the disintegrated
Alexandrian empire, Syria and Egypt, is then traced down
to v. 20. Here Antiochus Epiphanes, the little horn of ch. 8,
occupies the vision down to v. 36. His pollution of the
sanctuary is again mentioned. See 8:9, note. From v. 36 the
interpretation is of the willful king and his activities in the
end-time. See Dan. 11:36, note.

11:2 three more kings. The three kings of Persia are
probably Cyrus II (550–530 B.C.) referred to in Ezra 1:1 and
2 Chr. 36:22–23; Cambyses, 529–522 B.C., not referred to
in the OT; and Darius I Hystaspes, 521–486 B.C. (Ezra 5; 6).
The fourth king is either Ahasuerus, 486–465 B.C. (Ezra 4:6)
or Artaxerxes I, 465–424 B.C. (Ezra 7:11–26).

11:3 mighty king. The “mighty king” is Alexander the
Great who died about 323 B.C. He is referred to also in 7:6;
8:5–8,21–22.

11:4 divided. Following Alexander’s death the empire

was divided among four of his generals: Cassander, ruling
Macedonia; Lysimachus, ruling Thrace and Asia Minor;
Ptolemy I, ruling Egypt, whose successors, the Ptolemies,
ruled from 323–30 B.C.; and Seleucus, ruling Syria and the
remainder of the Near East, whose successors, known as
the Seleucids, ruled until c. 65 B.C.

11:5 king of the South. The “king of the South” here is
Ptolemy I Soter, 323–285 B.C., and the strong one is Seleu-
cus I Nicator, 312–281, the most powerful of all those rul-
ing in the once-united empire of Alexander. Daniel’s
prophecy here passes over the second Seleucid king, Anti-
ochus I Soter, 281–261 B.C., though it does speak of a
union of these two royal lines through marriage.

11:6 king of the South. This “king of the South” is
Ptolemy II Philadelphus, 285–246 B.C. The daughter was
Berenice.

11:7 branch. The reference in vv. 7–9 is to Ptolemy III
Euergetes, 246–222 B.C. In v. 11, the “king of the South” is
Ptolemy IV Philopator, 222–203 B.C.

11:10 his sons. The two rulers of Syria are Seleucus III
Ceraunus (sometimes called Soter) 226–223 B.C. and Anti-
ochus III the Great, 223–187 B.C., whose activities contin-
ue through v. 19.



18“After this he shall turn his face
to the dcoastlands, and shall take
many. But a ruler shall bring the re-
proach against them to an end; and
with the ereproach removed, he
shall turn back on him.

19“Then he shall turn his face to-
ward the fortress of his own land;
but he shall fstumble and fall, and
gnot be found.

20“There shall arise in his place
one who imposes taxes on the glori-
ous kingdom; but within a few days
he shall be destroyed, but not in
anger or in battle.

Antiochus Epiphanes, the Syrian
king who will hurt Israel

21“And in his place shall harise a
vile person, to whom they will not
give the honor of royalty; but he

14“Now in those times many shall
rise up against the king of the South.
Also, violent men* of your people
shall exalt themselves in fulfillment
of the vision, but they shall afall.

15“So the king of the North shall
come and bbuild a siege mound, and
take a fortified city; and the forces*

of the South shall not withstand
him. Even his choice troops shall
have no strength to resist.

16“But he who comes against him
shall do according to his own will,
and no one shall stand against him.
He shall stand in the Glorious Land
with destruction in his power.*

17“He shall also cset his face to
enter with the strength of his whole
kingdom, and upright ones* with
him; thus shall he do. And he shall
give him the daughter of women to
destroy it; but she shall not stand
with him, or be for him.

11:18

d Is. 66:19; Jer.
2:10; 31:10;
Zeph. 2:11

e Cp. Hos. 12:14

11:19

f Ps. 27:2; Jer.
46:6

g Ps. 37:36; Ezek.
26:21

11:21

h vv. 24,32

11:14

a Job 9:13

11:15

b Ezek. 4:2; 17:17

11:17

c 2 Kin. 12:17;
Ezek. 4:3,7

1190 DANIEL 11:14–21

*11:14 Or robbers, literally sons of breakage
*11:15 Literally arms *11:16 Literally hand
*11:17 Or bring equitable terms

11:14 king of the South. This “king of the South” is
Ptolemy V Epiphanes, 203–181 B.C., whose activities con-
tinue down through v. 24.

11:15 king of the North. The “king of the North” is Se-
leucus IV Philopator, 187–175 B.C.

11:21 arise a vile person. This northern king (vv. 21–35)
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shall come in peaceably, and seize
the kingdom by intrigue.

22“With the force* of a aflood they
shall be swept away from before
him and be broken, and also the
prince of the covenant.

23“And after the league is made
with him he shall act bdeceitfully, for
he shall come up and become strong
with a small number of people.

24“He shall enter cpeaceably,
even into the drichest places of the
province; and he shall do what his
fathers have not done, nor his fore-
fathers: he shall disperse among
them the plunder, spoil, and riches;
and he shall devise his plans against
the strongholds, but only for a time.

25“He shall stir up his power and
his courage against the king of the
South with a great army. And the
king of the South shall be stirred up
to battle with a very great and mighty
army; but he shall not stand, for they
shall devise plans against him.

26“Yes, those who eat of the por-
tion of his delicacies shall destroy
him; his army shall be swept away,
and many shall fall down slain.

27“Both these kings’ hearts shall
be bent on evil, and they shall
espeak lies at the same table; but it
shall not prosper, for the end will
still be at the appointed ftime.

28“While returning to his land
with great riches, his heart shall be
moved against the holy covenant; so
he shall do damage and return to
his own land.

29“At the appointed time he shall
return and go toward the south; but
it shall not be like the former or the
latter.

11:31

g Dan. 8:11-13

11:36

h The Beast: vv.
36-45; Dan.
12:11. (Dan.
7:8; Rev. 19:20,
note)

i Cp. Rev. 13:5-6

j Cp. 1 Cor. 8:5-6

11:22

a Dan. 9:26

11:23

b Cp. Gen. 3:1

11:24

c v. 21

d Cp. Neh. 9:25;
Ezek. 34:14

11:27

e Cp. Jer. 9:3-5

f Dan. 8:19; Hab.
2:3
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30“For ships from Cyprus* shall

come against him; therefore he
shall be grieved, and return in rage
against the holy covenant, and do
damage. So he shall return and
show regard for those who forsake
the holy covenant.

31“And forces* shall be mustered
by him, and they shall gdefile the
sanctuary fortress; then they shall
take away the daily sacrifices, and
place there the abomination of deso-
lation.

32“Those who do wickedly against
the covenant he shall corrupt with
flattery; but the people who know
their God shall be strong, and carry
out great exploits.

33“And those of the people who
understand shall instruct many; yet
for many days they shall fall by
sword and flame, by captivity and
plundering.

34“Now when they fall, they shall
be aided with a little help; but many
shall join with them by intrigue.

35“And some of those of under-
standing shall fall, to refine them,
purify them, and make them white,
until the time of the end; because it
is still for the appointed time.

Prophecy concerning the willful king
36“Then the king shall do accord-

ing to his own will: hhe shall exalt
and magnify himself above every
god, shall ispeak blasphemies
against the God of jgods, and shall
prosper till the wrath has been ac-
complished; for what has been de-
termined shall be done.
*11:22 Literally arms *11:30 Hebrew Kittim,
western lands, especially Cyprus
*11:31 Literally arms

is none other than Antiochus IV Epiphanes, 175–164 B.C.,
the great persecutor of the Jews and type of Antichrist.

11:25 Verses 25–28 record the first campaign of Anti-
ochus Epiphanes against Egypt.

11:31 Verses 31–35 record the desolation of the Jeru-
salem temple by Antiochus Epiphanes.

11:32 people . . . shall be strong. For example, the
Maccabees, about 168 and following.

11:36 king shall do. Here the prophetic foreview, hav-
ing traced (vv. 3–20) the two parts of Alexander’s empire
(Syria and Egypt) which had to do with Palestine and the
Jews up till the time of Antiochus Epiphanes, and having
described his career (vv. 21–35), overleaps the Church Age
and centuries to “the time of the end” (v. 35). Prophecy at

this point does not concern itself with history as such but
only with history as it affects Israel and the Holy Land. An-
tiochus Epiphanes was insignificant as compared with
many historical personages whom the Bible does not men-
tion, but he scourged the people of God and defiled His
holy altar by offering a sow upon it. His attitude and ac-
tions toward Israel brought him into prophetic light.

The identity of the willful king is variously interpreted.
Some expositors consider him to be the little horn of ch. 7
and the head of the revived Roman Empire. He will disre-
gard all pagan gods (“gods of his fathers,” NKJV note) and
the Messianic hope, and will honor the god of war (the
“god of fortresses”). He is identified as a supreme ruler,
who will “magnify himself above every god.”



The great tribulation

12“AT that time Michael shall
stand up,

The great prince who stands
watch over the sons of your
people;

And there shall be a time of
trouble,

hSuch as never was since there
was a nation,

Even to that time.
And at that time your people

shall be delivered,
Every one who is found written

in the book.

The resurrections
2 And many of those who sleep

in the dust of the earth
shall iawake,

Some to everlasting life,
Some to shame and everlasting

contempt.
3 Those who are jwise shall shine

kLike the brightness of the
firmament,

And those who lturn many to
righteousness

Like the stars forever and ever.

God’s last message to Daniel
4“But you, Daniel, shut up the

words, and seal the book until the
time of the end; many shall mrun to
and fro, and knowledge shall in-
crease.”

5Then I, Daniel, looked; and
there stood ntwo others, one on this
riverbank and the other on that
riverbank.

6And one said to the man clothed
in olinen, who was above the waters
of the river, “How long shall the
fulfillment of these wonders be?”

37“He shall regard neither the
aGod* of his fathers nor the desire of
women, nor regard any agod; for he
shall bexalt himself above them all.

38“But in their place he shall hon-
or a god of fortresses; and a cgod
which his fathers did not know he
shall honor with gold and silver,
with precious stones and pleasant
things.

39“Thus he shall act against the
strongest fortresses with a foreign
dgod, which he shall acknowledge,
and advance its glory; and he shall
cause them to rule over many, and
divide the land for gain.

40“At the e time of the end the
king of the South shall attack him;
and the king of the North shall
come against him like a whirlwind,
with chariots, horsemen, and with
many ships; and he shall enter the
countries, overwhelm them, and
pass through.

41“He shall also enter the Glorious
Land, and many countries shall be
overthrown; but these shall escape
from his hand: Edom, Moab, and the
prominent people of Ammon.

42“He shall stretch out his hand
against the countries, and the land
of fEgypt shall not escape.

43“He shall have power over the
treasures of gold and silver, and
over all the precious things of
Egypt; also the Libyans and Ethiopi-
ans shall follow at his heels.

44“But news from the east and
the north shall trouble him; there-
fore he shall go out with great fury
to destroy and annihilate many.

45“And he shall plant the tents of
his gpalace between the seas and
the glorious holy mountain; yet he
shall come to his end, and no one
will help him.

12:1

h Tribulation (the
great): v. 1;
Matt. 24:21. (Ps.
2:5; Rev. 7:14,
note)

12:2

i Resurrection:
vv. 2,13; Hos.
13:14. (2 Kin.
4:35; 1 Cor.
15:52, note)

12:3

j Prov. 3:35; Dan.
11:33

k Rewards: vv. 2-
3; Matt. 5:12.
(Dan. 12:3;
1 Cor. 3:14,
note)

l Prov. 11:30;
James 5:19-20

12:4

m Amos 8:12

12:5

n Dan. 10:5-6,16

12:6

o Ezek. 9:2

11:37

a Cp. 1 Cor. 8:5-6

b Is. 14:13;
2 Thess. 2:4

11:38

c Cp. 1 Cor. 8:5-6

11:39

d Cp. 1 Cor. 8:5-6

11:40

e Dan. 12:4,9

11:42

f Joel 3:19

11:45

g See Dan. 11:2,
note
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*11:37 Or gods

Another view considers him an unregenerate Jew in the
Holy Land in league with the Roman beast (7:8ff.), who is
an unbelieving Gentile in Rome (Rev. 17:9ff.). The willful
king disregards the God of Israel (“the God of his fathers”);
cares nothing for the hope of Messiah (“the desire of [Jew-
ish] women”); and honors the Roman beast (the “god of
fortresses”), Rev. 13:11–18.

The doom of the willful king is at the second coming of
Christ (v. 45).

Michael: who is like unto God? An archangel who
was a prince and protector of God’s people.

12:2 those who sleep . . . shall awake. This resurrection
concerns Daniel’s people (v. 1), that is, the Jews (compare
9:15–16,20,24; 10:14), and is selective; not all, but “many”
(v. 2), restricted to those written in the “book” (v. 1). The
latter part of v. 2 may be rendered as follows: “These [that
is, the ones who awake] to everlasting life; but those [that
is, those left in the grave who are yet to awake] to shame
and everlasting contempt.” This resurrection will occur af-
ter the tribulation and concerns OT believers and tribula-
tion believers—not the Church, which will be translated
before the tribulation.



7Then I heard the man clothed in
linen, who was above the waters of
the river, when he aheld up his
right hand and his left hand to heav-
en, and swore by Him who lives for-
ever, that it shall be for a time,
times, and half a time; and when
the power of the holy people has
been completely shattered, all these
things shall be finished.

8Although I heard, I did not un-
derstand. Then I said, “My lord,
what shall be the end of these
things?”

9And he said, “Go your way, Dan-
iel, for the words are closed up and
sealed till the time of the end.

12:11

b See Dan. 9:24,
note (p. 1187)

c The Beast: v.
11; Matt. 24:15.
(Dan. 7:8; Rev.
19:20, note)

12:7

a Cp. Rev. 10:5-6
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10“Many shall be purified, made

white, and refined, but the wicked
shall do wickedly; and none of the
wicked shall understand, but the
wise shall understand.

11“And from the time that the
daily sacrifice is taken away, and the
babomination cof desolation is set
up, there shall be one thousand two
hundred and ninety days.

12“Blessed is he who waits, and
comes to the one thousand three
hundred and thirty-five days.

13“But you, go your way till the
end; for you shall rest, and will arise
to your inheritance at the end of the
days.”

12:4 THE TIME OF THE END

In Daniel the expression “the time of the end” or its
equivalent occurs in 8:17–19; 9:26; 11:35,40,45;
12:4,6,9. Summary:

(1) The time of the end in Daniel begins with the vio-
lation by “the prince who is to come” (that is, little
horn, “man of sin,” “beast”) of his covenant with the
Jews for the restoration of the temple and sacrifice
(9:27), and his presentation of himself as God (9:27;
11:36–38; Matt. 24:15; 2 Thess. 2:4; Rev. 13:4–6), and
ends with his destruction by the appearing of the Lord
in glory (2 Thess. 2:8; Rev. 19:19–20).

(2) The duration of the “time of the end” is three and
one-half years, coinciding with the last half of the sev-
entieth week of Daniel (7:25; 12:7; Rev. 13:5). And

(3) this “time of the end” is the “time of Jacob’s trou-
ble” (Jer. 30:7); “a time of trouble, such as never was
since there was a nation” (Dan. 12:1); “great tribulation,
such as has not been since the beginning of the world
until this time, no, nor ever shall be” (Matt. 24:21). The
NT, especially Revelation, adds many details.

12:12 THREE PERIODS OF DAYS

Three periods of “days” date from the “abomination”
(that is, the blasphemous assumption of Deity by the
beast, v. 11; Matt. 24:15; 2 Thess. 2:4):

(1) Twelve hundred and sixty days to the destruction of
the beast (7:25; 12:7; Rev. 13:5; 19:19–20). This is also
the duration of the great tribulation (compare 12:4, note).

(2) Dating from the same event is a period of 1290
days, an addition of thirty days (12:11). And

(3) again forty-five days are added, and with them the
promise of v. 12. No account is directly given of that
which occupies the interval of seventy-five days between
the end of the tribulation and the full blessing of v. 12.

It is suggested that the explanation may be found in
the prophetic descriptions of the events following the
war of Armageddon (Rev. 16:13–16; see 19:17, note).
The beast is destroyed and Gentile world dominion
ended by the Striking Stone at the end of the 1260 days,
but the scene is, so to speak, filled with the debris of the
image which the “wind” must carry away before full
blessing comes (2:35).



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Hosea Redeeming Love 8th Cent. B.C.

Background
Hosea, whose name means the LORD saves, carried on his ministry during the days of four different kings of Judah—
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah; and of Jeroboam II, the king of Israel. Hosea was a contemporary of Amos in 
Israel, and of Isaiah and Micah in Judah, and his ministry continued after the first, or Assyrian, captivity of the northern
kingdom.

God’s Relationship to Man
The theme of the opening of Hosea’s prophecy is the unfaithfulness of Israel, set forth in terms of the marriage relation-
ship, a familiar figure of speech depicting God’s relation to His chosen people (Exodus 34:15–16; Leviticus 17:7; 20:5–6;
Deuteronomy 32:16,21; Isaiah 54:5). Israel’s forsaking of the LORD was brought home to Hosea in the adulterous acts of
his own wife, so that his personal experiences became an allegory of God’s experience with Israel. She was not only un-
faithful, but her sin also took its character from the exalted relationship into which she had been brought.

The major truths of the book are: (1) God suffers when His people are unfaithful to Him; (2) God cannot condone sin;
and (3) God will never cease to love His own and, consequently, He seeks to win back those who have forsaken Him.

Outline
The book may be divided as follows:

I. The Prophet’s Tragic Experience 1:1—3:5
A. Introduction 1:1
B. The Marriage: Birth of Jezreel 1:2–5
C. Birth of Lo-Ruhamah 1:6–7
D. Birth of Lo-Ammi 1:8–9
E. Future Restoration 1:10—2:1
F. Chastisement of Israel 2:2–13

G. Restoration of Israel, the Adulterous Wife 2:14–23
H. The Future Davidic Kingdom, when Israel Will Fear the Lord 3:1–5

II. An Indictment of Israel 4:1—8:14
A. The Lord’s Charge Against the Sinful Nation 4:1–5
B. Israel’s Willful Ignorance 4:6–12a
C. Israel’s Inveterate Idolatry 4:12b–19
D. The Lord’s Face Withdrawn 5:1–14
E. A Remnant in the Last Days 5:15—6:3
F. The Lord’s Lament of Ephraim’s (Israel’s) Sin 6:4–11a

G. Ephraim’s Iniquity 6:11b—7:16
H. Reaping the Whirlwind 8:1–14

III. Retribution upon Israel 9:1—10:15
A. Ephraim Punished and Cast Away 9:1–17
B. Fallow Ground to be Broken Up 10:1–15

IV. God’s Unceasing Love for Israel 11:1—13:8
A. The Lord’s Past Relationship with His People 11:1–11
B. Further Reproof of Israel’s Sin 11:12—12:14
D. Ephraim’s Continuing Wickedness 13:1–8

V. The Ultimate Restoration of Israel 13:9—14:9

THE BOOK OF

H O S E A



I. The Prophet’s Tragic
Experience, 1—3

Introduction

1THE word of the LORD that came
to Hosea the son of Beeri, in the

days of aUzziah, b Jotham, cAhaz,
and dHezekiah, kings of Judah, and
in the days of eJeroboam the son of
Joash, king of Israel.

The marriage:
birth of Jezreel

2When the LORD began to speak
by Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea:

“Go, take yourself a wife of
harlotry

And children of harlotry,
For the fland has committed

great harlotry
By departing from the LORD.”

3So he went and took Gomer the
daughter of Diblaim, and she con-
ceived and bore him a son.

4Then the LORD said to him:

“Call his name Jezreel,
For in a little while
I will avenge the bloodshed of

Jezreel on the house of
Jehu,

And gbring an end to the
kingdom of the house of
Israel.

5 It shall come to pass in that day
That I will break the bow of

Israel in the Valley of
Jezreel.”

Birth of Lo-Ruhamah
6And she conceived again and

bore a daughter. Then God said to
him:

1:7

h 2 Kin. 19:34-35

1:10

i Gen. 22:17

j Rom. 9:26

1:11

k Is. 11:11-13; Jer.
3:18; 50:4;
Ezek. 34:23;
37:15-28

1:1

a 2 Chr. 26; Is.
1:1; Amos 1:1

b 2 Chr. 27; Mic.
1:1

c 2 Chr. 28

d 2 Chr. 29:1-
32:33

e 2 Kin. 14:23-29

1:2

f Deut. 31:16;
Judg. 2:17; Ps.
73:27; Jer. 2:13;
Ezek. 16:1-59;
23:1-49

1:4

g 2 Kin. 17:6,23;
18:11
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“Call her name Lo-Ruhamah,

For I will no longer have mercy
on the house of Israel,

But I will utterly take them
away.*

7 Yet hI will have mercy on the
house of Judah,

Will save them by the LORD
their God,

And will not save them by bow,
Nor by sword or battle,
By horses or horsemen.”

Birth of Lo-Ammi
8Now when she had weaned Lo-

Ruhamah, she conceived and bore a
son.

9Then God said:

“Call his name Lo-Ammi,
For you are not My people,
And I will not be your God.

Future restoration
of Israel (to 2:1)

10“Yet the number of the children
of Israel

Shall be as the isand of the sea,
Which cannot be measured or

numbered.
And it shall come to pass
In the place where it was said

to them,
‘You are not My jpeople,’*
There it shall be said to them,

‘You are sons of the living God.’
11 kThen the children of Judah and

the children of Israel
Shall be gathered together,
And appoint for themselves one

head;
And they shall come up out of

the land,
*1:6 Or That I may forgive them at all
*1:10 Hebrew lo-ammi (compare verse 9)

Hosea: salvation. A minor prophet who declared
God’s judgment against idol worship in Israel.

1:2 take yourself a wife. God did not command Hosea
to take an immoral wife but permitted him to carry out his
desire to marry Gomer, warning him that she would be un-
faithful, and using the prophet’s tragic experience as a ba-
sis for portraying God’s relation to Israel during a period of
unfaithfulness.

Hosea’s marriage is no less historical because his chil-
dren were given symbolic names as a message to Israel (vv.
4,6,9). Compare Is. 8:18.

1:4 Jezreel. Meaning scattered. 2 Kin. 10:1–14.

Jezreel: God scatters. The city in which Ahab built a
palace. He and his family were killed here and Jeze-
bel fell from the palace window.

1:6 Lo-Ruhamah. Meaning no mercy. Is. 27:11.
1:9 Lo-Ammi. Meaning not my people.
1:10 Israel in Hosea usually refers to the ten tribes

forming the northern kingdom as distinguished from “Ju-
dah,” the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, forming the
southern kingdom which adhered to the Davidic family.
Compare 1 Kin. 12:1–20. The promise of 1:10—2:1 yet
awaits fulfillment. See Israel (Gen. 12:2–3; Rom. 11:26,
note).



6“Therefore, behold,
I will hhedge up your way with

thorns,
And wall her in,
So that she cannot find her

paths.
7 She will chase her lovers,

But not overtake them;
Yes, she will seek them, but not

find them.
Then she will say,

‘ I will go and return to my ifirst
husband,

For then it was jbetter for me
than now.’

8 For she did not know
That I kgave her grain, new

wine, and oil,
And multiplied her silver and

gold—
Which they prepared for Baal.

9“Therefore I will return and take
away

My grain in its time
And My new wine in its season,
And will take back My wool

and My linen,
Given to cover her nakedness.

10 Now I will luncover her
lewdness in the sight of
her lovers,

And no one shall deliver her
from My hand.

11 I will also cause all her mirth to
mcease,

Her feast days,
Her New Moons,
Her Sabbaths—
All her appointed feasts.

12“And I will destroy her vines
and her fig trees,

Of which she has said,
‘These are my wages that my

lovers have given me.’
So I will make them a forest,
And the beasts of the field shall

eat them.
13 I will punish her

For the days of the Baals to
which she burned incense.

For great will be the day of
Jezreel!

2SAY to your brethren, a‘My
people,’*

And to your sisters, b‘Mercy* is
shown.’

Chastisement of Israel (2 Kin. 17:1–18)
2“Bring charges against your

mother, bring charges;
For she is cnot My dwife, nor

am I her Husband!
Let her put away her harlotries

from her sight,
And her adulteries from

between her breasts;
3 Lest I estrip her naked

And expose her, as in the day
she was fborn,

And make her like a wilderness,
And set her like a dry land,
And slay her with thirst.

4“I will not have mercy on her
children,

For they are the children of
harlotry.

5 For their mother has played the
harlot;

She who conceived them has
behaved shamefully.

For she said, ‘I will ggo after my
lovers,

Who give me my bread and my
water,

My wool and my linen,
My oil and my drink.’

2:6

h Lam. 3:7,9

2:7

i Is. 54:5-8

j Cp. Ezek. 16:8-
14

2:8

k Ezek. 16:19

2:10

l Ezek. 16:37

2:11

m Jer. 7:34; 16:9

2:1

a Cp. Hos. 1:9

b Cp. Hos. 1:6

2:2

c Is. 50:1

d “Wife” (of the
LORD): vv. 1-23.
(Is. 54:5; Hos.
2:2, note)

2:3

e Jer. 13:22,26;
Ezek. 16:37-39

f Ezek. 16:4-7,22

2:5

g Ezek. 23:5

1196 HOSEA 2:1–13

*2:1 Hebrew Ammi (compare 1:9,10)
* Hebrew Ruhamah (compare 1:6)

Baal: lord. A pagan god of the Moabites and Canaan-
ites.

2:13 Baals. That is, heathen gods and idols.

2:2 “WIFE” OF THE LORD, 
SUMMARY

Marriage is one of many figures used in Scripture to em-
phasize the relationship of God to men. This illustration
is used in both OT and NT to picture love, intimacy,
privilege, and responsibility. In the OT, as here in vv.
16–23, Israel is described as the wife of the LORD,
though now disowned because of disobedience. Nev-
ertheless eventually, upon repentance, Israel will be re-
stored. This relationship is not to be confused with that
of the Church to Christ (John 3:29). In the mystery of the
divine Trinity both are true. The NT speaks of the
Church as a virgin espoused to one husband (2 Cor.
11:1–2), which could never be said of an adulterous
wife restored in grace. Israel is, then, to be the restored
and forgiven wife of the LORD; the Church is the virgin
wife of the Lamb (John 3:29; Rev. 19:6–8). Israel will be
the LORD’s earthly wife (ch. 2:23); the Church, the
Lamb’s heavenly bride (Rev. 19:7).



She decked herself with her
earrings and jewelry,

And went after her lovers;
But Me she forgot,” says the

LORD.

Restoration of Israel, the
adulterous wife

14“Therefore, behold, I will allure
her,

Will bring her into the
wilderness,

And speak comfort to her.
15 I will give her her vineyards

from there,
And the Valley of Achor as a

door of hope;
She shall sing there,
As in the days of her youth,
As in the day when she came

up from the land of Egypt.
16“And it shall be, in that day,”

Says the LORD,
“That you will call Me a‘My

Husband,’*
And no longer call Me ‘My

Master,’*
17 For I will take from her mouth

the names of the Baals,
And they shall be remembered

by their name no more.
18 In that day I will make a

covenant for them
With the bbeasts of the field,
With the birds of the air,
And with the creeping things of

the ground.
Bow and sword of battle I will

shatter from the earth,
To make them lie down csafely.

19“I will betroth you to Me forever;
Yes, I will betroth you to Me
In righteousness and justice,
In lovingkindness and mercy;

20 I will betroth you to Me in
faithfulness,

And you shall know the LORD.

2:23

d Amos 9:15

e Zech. 13:9; cp.
Rom. 9:25-26;
Eph. 2:11-22;
1 Pet. 2:10

3:2

f See Weights and
Measures (OT),
2 Chr. 2:10,
note

3:4

g Kingdom (OT):
vv. 4-5; Joel
3:12. (Gen.
1:26; Zech.
12:8, note)

h Hos. 10:3; cp.
John 19:15

3:5

i Israel (prophe-
cies): vv. 4-5;
Joel 3:1. (Gen.
12:2; Rom.
11:26, note)

j Christ (second
advent): vv. 4-5;
Mic. 4:7. (Deut.
30:3; Acts 1:11,
note)

2:16

a v. 7

2:18

b Is. 11:6-9

c Is. 32:18
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21“It shall come to pass in that day

That I will answer,” says the
LORD;

“I will answer the heavens,
And they shall answer the

earth.
22 The earth shall answer

With grain,
With new wine,
And with oil;
They shall answer Jezreel.*

23 Then I will dsow her for Myself
in the earth,

And I will have mercy on her
who had not obtained
mercy;*

Then I will say to those who
were not My epeople,*

‘You are My people!’
And they shall say, ‘You are my

God!’ ”

The future Davidic kingdom,
when Israel will fear the LORD

3THEN the LORD said to me, “Go
again, love a woman who is

loved by a lover* and is committing
adultery, just like the love of the
LORD for the children of Israel, who
look to other gods and love the
raisin cakes of the pagans.”

2So I bought her for myself for fif-
teen shekels of silver, and one and
one-half fhomers of barley.

3And I said to her, “You shall stay
with me many days; you shall not
play the harlot, nor shall you have a
man—so, too, will I be toward you.”

4For the children of Israel shall
abide many days gwithout hking or
prince, without sacrifice or sacred
pillar, without ephod or teraphim.

5Afterward the children of Israel
shall ireturn and seek the LORD their
God and David their jking. They
*2:16 Hebrew Ishi * Hebrew Baali
*2:22 Literally God Will Sow *2:23 Hebrew lo-
ruhamah * Hebrew lo-ammi *3:1 Literally
friend or husband

2:15 Achor. That is, trouble. Josh. 7:26; Is. 65:10.
2:19 betroth. The grace of God is beautifully set forth

in the verb “betroth” which signifies, in the original, to
woo a virgin. Compare Num. 23:21.

2:23 This verse plays upon the literal meaning of the
children’s names. See Hos. 1:2, notes; compare Hos. 2:1.

3:1 raisin cakes. Hebrew ashishah. Cakes of raisins
were used in some of the sacrificial feasts of the Ca-
naanites.

3:4 sacred pillar. This prediction has been remarkably
fulfilled in the condition of Israel since the time of Christ.
Scattered, without political unity under a king or a prince,
and performing no sacrifices since the destruction of the
temple by the Romans in A.D. 70, they have yet retained
their identity and avoided idolatrous worship of sacred
stones or idols.

3:5 Chapter 3 is one of the classic OT passages de-
scribing Israel’s past, present, and future. Her idolatrous



7“The more they increased,
The more they sinned against

Me;
f I will change* their glory* into

shame.
8 They eat up the sin of My

people;
They set their heart on their

iniquity.
9 And it shall be: glike people,

like priest.
So I will punish them for their

ways,
And reward them for their

deeds.
10 For they shall heat, but not

have enough;
They shall commit harlotry, but

not increase;
Because they have ceased

obeying the LORD.
11“Harlotry, wine, and new wine

enslave the heart.

Israel’s persistent idolatry
12 My people ask counsel from

their wooden idols,
And their staff informs them.
For the spirit of harlotry has

caused them to stray,
And they have played the

harlot against their God.
13 They offer isacrifices on the

mountaintops,
And burn incense on the hills,
Under oaks, poplars, and

terebinths,
Because their shade is good.

jTherefore your daughters
commit harlotry,

And your brides commit
adultery.

14“I will not punish your
daughters when they
commit harlotry,

shall fear the LORD and His goodness
in the latter days.

II. An Indictment of Israel, 4—8

The LORD’s charge
against the sinful nation

4HEAR the word of the LORD,
You children of Israel,
For the LORD brings a acharge

against the inhabitants of
the land:

“There is no truth or mercy
Or knowledge of God in the

land.
2 By swearing and lying,

Killing and stealing and
committing adultery,

They break all restraint,
With bloodshed upon

bloodshed.
3 bTherefore the land will mourn;

And everyone who dwells there
will waste away

With the beasts of the field
And the birds of the air;
Even the fish of the sea will be

taken away.
4“Now let no man contend, or

rebuke another;
For your people are like those

who ccontend with the
priest.

5 Therefore you shall stumble in
the day;

The prophet also shall stumble
with you in the night;

And I will destroy your mother.

Israel’s willful ignorance
6 dMy people are destroyed for

lack of knowledge.
Because you have rejected

knowledge,
I also will reject you from being

priest for Me;
eBecause you have forgotten the

law of your God,
I also will forget your children.

4:7

f 1 Sam. 2:30;
Mal. 2:9

4:9

g Jer. 5:30-31;
2 Tim. 4:3-4

4:10

h Lev. 26:26; Hag.
1:6

4:13

i Is. 1:29; 57:5,7;
Ezek. 6:13;
20:28

j Amos 7:17;
Rom. 1:28-32

4:1

a Hos. 12:2; Mic.
6:2; cp. Jer.
25:31

4:3

b Jer. 4:28; 12:4;
Amos 5:16; 8:8;
Zeph. 1:3

4:4

c Deut. 17:12

4:6

d Is. 5:13

e Ezek. 22:26

1198 HOSEA 4:1–14

*4:7 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and
Vulgate; scribal tradition, Syriac, and Targum read
They will change. * Following Masoretic Text,
Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate; scribal
tradition reads My glory.

past is illustrated by Gomer’s unfaithfulness to Hosea (vv.
1–2), despite which Hosea is commanded to love her and
buy her back “as the LORD loves the Israelites,” a love
which led Him to pay the purchase price of the blood of
the cross to redeem Israel, the basis of her restoration. The
present condition of Israel is illustrated and plainly proph-

esied in vv. 3–4. Her future is declared in v. 5, showing
her repentance toward God who, in His faithfulness, will
restore her.

4:6 This is one of the best known and most frequently
quoted passages in Hosea.

4:12 informs. That is, speaks like an oracle.



Nor your brides when they
commit adultery;

For the men themselves go
apart with harlots,

And offer sacrifices with a
ritual harlot.*

Therefore people who do not
understand will be
trampled.

15“Though you, Israel, play the
harlot,

Let not Judah offend.
Do not come up to Gilgal,
Nor go up to aBeth Aven,
Nor swear an oath, saying, ‘As

the LORD lives’—
16“For Israel is bstubborn

Like a stubborn calf;
Now the LORD will let them

forage
Like a lamb in open country.

17“Ephraim is joined to cidols,
dLet him alone.

18 Their drink is rebellion,
They commit harlotry

continually.
Her rulers dearly love dishonor.*

19 The wind has wrapped her up
in its wings,

And they shall be ashamed
because of their sacrifices.

The LORD’s face is withdrawn

5“HEAR this, O priests!
Take heed, O house of Israel!
Give ear, O house of the king!
For yours is the judgment,
Because you have been a snare

to Mizpah
And a net spread on Tabor.

2 The revolters are deeply
involved in slaughter,

Though I rebuke them all.
3 I know Ephraim,

And Israel is not hidden from
Me;

For now, O Ephraim, you
commit harlotry;

Israel is defiled.
4“They do not direct their deeds

Toward turning to their God,
For the spirit of harlotry is in

their midst,

5:5

e Hos. 7:10

5:6

f Prov. 1:28; Is.
1:15; Jer. 11:11;
Ezek. 8:18; Mic.
3:4; John 7:34

5:8

g Hos. 8:1; Joel
2:1

h Josh. 7:2; Hos.
10:8

5:10

i Deut. 19:14;
27:17

5:11

j Deut. 28:33

5:12

k Prov. 12:4

5:13

l Hos. 7:11; 10:6

5:14

m Hos. 13:7-8

4:15

a Josh. 7:2; Hos.
10:8

4:16

b Jer. 3:6; 7:24;
8:5; Zech. 7:11

4:17

c Cp. Hos. 14:8

d Matt. 15:14
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And they do not know the LORD.

5 The epride of Israel testifies to
his face;

Therefore Israel and Ephraim
stumble in their iniquity;

Judah also stumbles with them.
6“With their flocks and herds

They shall go to fseek the LORD,
But they will not find Him;
He has withdrawn Himself

from them.
7 They have dealt treacherously

with the LORD,
For they have begotten pagan

children.
Now a New Moon shall devour

them and their heritage.
8“Blowg the ram’s horn in Gibeah,

The trumpet in Ramah!
Cry aloud at hBeth Aven,

‘Look behind you, O Benjamin!’
9 Ephraim shall be desolate in

the day of rebuke;
Among the tribes of Israel I

make known what is sure.
10“The princes of Judah are like

those who iremove a
landmark;

I will pour out My wrath on
them like water.

11 Ephraim is joppressed and
broken in judgment,

Because he willingly walked by
human precept.

12 Therefore I will be to Ephraim
like a moth,

And to the house of Judah like
krottenness.

13“When Ephraim saw his sickness,
And Judah saw his wound,
Then Ephraim lwent to Assyria
And sent to King Jareb;
Yet he cannot cure you,
Nor heal you of your wound.

14 For I will be like a mlion to
Ephraim,

And like a young lion to the
house of Judah.

I, even I, will tear them and go
away;

*4:14 Compare Deuteronomy 23:18
*4:18 Hebrew is difficult; a Jewish tradition reads
Her rulers shamefully love, ‘Give!’.

Gilgal: circle. The location of the Israelite headquar-
ters as they entered Canaan.

4:17 Ephraim. Hosea uses this name for Israel, the
northern kingdom, 37 times. See 6:4, note.



His going forth is established as
the morning;

He will come to us like the rain,
Like the latter and former rain

to the earth.

The LORD laments Ephraim’s
(Israel’s) sin

4“O Ephraim, what shall I do to
you?

O Judah, what shall I do to
you?

For your faithfulness is like a
morning cloud,

And like the early dew it goes
away.

5 Therefore I have hewn them by
the prophets,

I have slain them by the words
of My mouth;

And your judgments are like
light that goes forth.

6 For I desire dmercy and enot
sacrifice,

I will take them away, and no
one shall rescue.

A remnant in the last days
15 I will return again to My place

Till they acknowledge their
offense.

Then they will seek My face;
In their affliction they will

earnestly seek Me.”

6 aCOME, and let us breturn to
the LORD;

For He has torn, but He will
cheal us;

He has stricken, but He will
bind us up.

2 After two days He will revive
us;

On the third day He will raise
us up,

That we may live in His sight.
3 Let us know,

Let us pursue the knowledge of
the LORD.

6:6

d Matt. 9:13; 12:7

e Is. 1:12-13; Mic.
6:6-8

6:1

a Is. 1:18

b See Rom. 11:5,
note

c Hos. 14:4

1200 HOSEA 5:15—6:6

5:15 Taken with Matt. 23:37–39, this passage gives in
broad outline the course of Israel’s future restoration to God.

6:4 Ephraim. Meaning fruitful. Hos. 11:8.
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And the knowledge of God
more than burnt offerings.

7“But like men* they transgressed
the covenant;

There they dealt treacherously
with Me.

8 aGilead is a city of evildoers
And defiled with blood.

9 As bands of robbers lie in wait
for a man,

So the company of bpriests
cmurder on the way to
Shechem;

Surely they commit dlewdness.
10 I have seen a horrible thing in

the house of Israel:
There is the harlotry of

Ephraim;
Israel is defiled.

11 Also, O Judah, a eharvest is
appointed for you,

When I return the captives of
My people.

Ephraim’s iniquity

7“WHEN I would have healed
Israel,

Then the iniquity of Ephraim
was uncovered,

And the wickedness of
fSamaria.

For they have committed fraud;
A thief comes in;
A band of robbers takes spoil

outside.
2 They do not consider in their

hearts
That I gremember all their

wickedness;
Now their own deeds have

surrounded them;
They are before My face.

3 They make a hking glad with
their wickedness,

And iprinces with their lies.
4“They are all adulterers.

Like an oven heated by a
baker—

He ceases stirring the fire after
kneading the dough,

Until it is leavened.
5 In the day of our king

7:5

j Is. 28:1

k Is. 28:14

7:7

l Is. 64:7

m Cp. Jer. 10:25

7:8

n Ps. 106:35

7:9

o Is. 42:25

7:10

p Hos. 5:5

7:11

q Hos. 11:11

r Is. 30:3

s Hos. 5:13; 8:9

7:12

t Ezek. 12:13

7:13

u Ex. 18:18

7:14

v Job 35:9-10; Ps.
78:36; Jer. 3:10;
Zech. 7:5

6:8

a Hos. 12:11

6:9

b Hos. 5:1

c Jer. 7:9-10

d Ezek. 22:9

6:11

e Cp. Jer. 51:33;
Joel 3:13

7:1

f Ezek. 23:4-8

7:2

g Hos. 5:3

7:3

h Hos. 1:1

i Mic. 7:3
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Princes have made him sick,

inflamed with jwine;
He stretched out his hand with

kscoffers.
6 They prepare their heart like an

oven,
While they lie in wait;
Their baker* sleeps all night;
In the morning it burns like a

flaming fire.
7 They are all hot, like an oven,

And have devoured their
judges;

All their kings have fallen.
lNone among them calls upon

mMe.
8“Ephraim has nmixed himself

among the peoples;
Ephraim is a cake unturned.

9 Aliens have devoured his
strength,

But he does onot know it;
Yes, gray hairs are here and

there on him,
Yet he does not know it.

10 And the ppride of Israel testifies
to his face,

But they do not return to the
LORD their God,

Nor seek Him for all this.
11“Ephraimq also is like a silly

dove, without sense—
They call to rEgypt,
They go to sAssyria.

12 Wherever they go, I will
tspread My net on them;

I will bring them down like
birds of the air;

I will chastise them
According to what their

congregation has heard.
13“Woe to them, for they have fled

from Me!
Destruction to them,
Because they have transgressed

against Me!
Though I uredeemed them,
Yet they have spoken lies

against Me.
14 They did vnot cry out to Me

with their heart
When they wailed upon their

beds.
*6:7 Or like Adam *7:6 Following Masoretic
Text and Vulgate; Syriac and Targum read Their
anger; Septuagint reads Ephraim.

Assyria: A powerful nation of Mesopotamia who de-
feated the nation of Israel and took the people captive.
They were feared and dreaded by their enemies be-
cause of their ruthlessness in battle.



9 For they have gone up to
hAssyria,

Like a wild donkey alone by
itself;

Ephraim has hired lovers.
10 Yes, though they have hired

among the nations,
Now I will gather them;
And they shall sorrow a little,*
Because of the burden* of the

king of princes.
11“Because Ephraim has made

many altars for sin,
They have become for him

altars for sinning.
12 I have written for him the

igreat things of My law,
But they were considered a

strange thing.
13 For the sacrifices of My offerings

they sacrifice flesh and eat it,
But the LORD does jnot accept

them.
kNow He will remember their

iniquity and punish their
sins.

They shall return to Egypt.
14“For Israel has lforgotten his

Maker,
And has built temples;*
Judah also has multiplied

fortified mcities;
But I will send fire upon his

cities,
And it shall devour his palaces.”

III. Retribution on Israel, 9—10

Ephraim punished and cast away

9DO nnot rejoice, O Israel, with
joy like other peoples,

For you have played the harlot
against your God.

You have made love for hire on
every threshing floor.

2 The threshing floor and the
winepress

Shall not feed them,
And the new wine shall fail in

her.

“They assemble together for*

grain and new awine,
They rebel against Me;*

15 Though I disciplined and
strengthened their arms,

Yet they devise evil against Me;
16 They return, but not to the

Most High;*
They are like a treacherous bow.
Their princes shall fall by the

sword
For the cursings of their tongue.
This shall be their derision in

the land of bEgypt.

Reaping the whirlwind

8“SET the trumpet* to your
mouth!

He shall come like an eagle
against the house of the
LORD,

Because they have transgressed
My covenant

And rebelled against My law.
2 c Israel will cry to Me,

‘My God, we know You!’
3 Israel has rejected the good;

The enemy will pursue him.
4“Theyd set up kings, but not by

Me;
They made princes, but I did

not acknowledge them.
From their silver and gold
They made idols for

themselves—
That they might be cut off.

5 Your calf is rejected, O Samaria!
My anger is aroused against

them—
How long until they attain to

innocence?
6 For from Israel is even this:

A eworkman made it, and it is
not God;

But the calf of Samaria shall be
broken to pieces.

7“They fsow the wind,
And reap the whirlwind.
The stalk has no bud;
It shall never produce meal.
If it should produce,

gAliens would swallow it up.
8 Israel is swallowed up;

Now they are among the
Gentiles

Like a vessel in which is no
pleasure.

8:9

h Hos. 7:11; 12:1

8:12

i Deut. 4:6-8; Ps.
119:18; 147:19-
20

8:13

j Jer. 6:20; Hos.
6:6; 9:4

k Hos. 9:9; Amos
8:7

8:14

l Deut. 32:18

m Num. 32:17;
2 Kin. 18:13

9:1

n Is. 22:12-13

7:14

a Amos 2:8

7:16

b Deut. 28:68;
Hos. 8:13; 9:3

8:2

c Hos. 5:15

8:4

d 1 Kin. 12:20;
2 Kin. 15:23,25

8:6

e Is. 40:19

8:7

f Cp. Hos. 10:13

g Hos. 7:9

1202 HOSEA 7:15—9:2

*7:14 Following Masoretic Text and Targum;
Vulgate reads thought upon; Septuagint reads
slashed themselves for (compare 1 Kings 18:28).
* Following Masoretic Text, Syriac, and Targum;
Septuagint omits They rebel against Me; Vulgate
reads They departed from Me. *7:16 Or upward
*8:1 Hebrew shophar, ram’s horn *8:10 Or
begin to diminish * Or oracle *8:14 Or
palaces



3 They shall not dwell in the
aLORD’S land,

But bEphraim shall return to
Egypt,

And shall ceat unclean things in
Assyria.

4 They shall not offer wine
offerings to the LORD,

Nor shall their dsacrifices be
pleasing to Him.

It shall be like bread of
mourners to them;

All who eat it shall be defiled.
For their bread shall be for

their own life;
It shall not come into the house

of the LORD.
5 What will you do in the

appointed day,
And in the day of the feast of

the LORD?
6 For indeed they are gone

because of destruction.
Egypt shall gather them up;
Memphis shall bury them.

eNettles shall possess their
valuables of silver;

Thorns shall be in their tents.
7 The days of punishment have

come;
The days of recompense have

come.
Israel fknows!
The prophet is a gfool,
The spiritual man is insane,
Because of the greatness of your

iniquity and great enmity.
8 The hwatchman of Ephraim is

with my God;
But the prophet is a fowler’s*

snare in all his ways—
Enmity in the house of his God.

9 They are deeply corrupted,
As in the days of iGibeah.
He will remember their

iniquity;
He will punish their sins.

10“I found Israel
Like grapes in the jwilderness;
I saw your fathers
As the kfirstfruits on the fig tree

in its first season.
But they went to lBaal Peor,

9:13

m Ezek. 27:3-4

9:15

n Hos. 4:15;
12:11

o Hos. 5:2

9:16

p Hos. 5:11

9:17

q 2 Kin. 17:20;
Zech. 10:6

r Lev. 26:33

10:1

s Cp. Hos. 14:8

9:3

a Lev. 25:23; Jer.
2:7; 16:18

b Hos. 11:5

c Ezek. 4:13; cp.
Dan. 1:8

9:4

d Hos. 8:13;
Amos 5:22

9:6

e Is. 5:6; 32:13;
34:13; Hos.
10:8

9:7

f Is. 10:3; cp.
Luke 19:44

g Lam. 2:14; Ezek.
13:3-10

9:8

h Jer. 6:17; 31:6;
Ezek. 3:17; 33:7

9:9

i Judg. 19:1-30

9:10

j Jer. 2:2

k Is. 28:4; Mic.
7:1

l Num. 25:3; Ps.
106:28
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And separated themselves to

that shame;
They became an abomination

like the thing they loved.
11 As for Ephraim, their glory

shall fly away like a bird—
No birth, no pregnancy, and no

conception!
12 Though they bring up their

children,
Yet I will bereave them to the

last man.
Yes, woe to them when I depart

from them!
13 Just as I saw Ephraim like

mTyre, planted in a
pleasant place,

So Ephraim will bring out his
children to the murderer.”

14 Give them, O LORD—
What will You give?
Give them a miscarrying womb
And dry breasts!

15“All their wickedness is in
nGilgal,

For there I hated them.
Because of the evil of their

deeds
I will drive them from My

house;
I will love them no more.
All their princes are orebellious.

16 Ephraim is pstricken,
Their root is dried up;
They shall bear no fruit.
Yes, were they to bear children,
I would kill the darlings of their

womb.”
17 My God will qcast them away,

Because they did not obey Him;
And they shall be rwanderers

among the nations.

“Break up your fallow ground” (10:12)

10ISRAEL empties his vine;
He brings forth fruit for 
himself.

According to the multitude of
his sfruit

He has increased the altars;
According to the bounty of his

land
They have embellished his

sacred pillars.
*9:8 That is, one who catches birds in a trap or
snare

Baal Peor: lord of the opening. A town in Moab that
was the center for Baal worship.



When I bind them for their two
transgressions.*

11 Ephraim is a trained jheifer
That loves to thresh grain;
But I harnessed her fair neck,
I will make Ephraim pull a

plow.
Judah shall plow;
Jacob shall break his clods.”

12 Sow for yourselves
righteousness;

Reap in mercy;
kBreak up your fallow ground,
For it is time to seek the LORD,
Till He lcomes and rains

righteousness on you.
13 You have plowed wickedness;

You have reaped iniquity.
You have eaten the fruit of lies,
Because you trusted in your

own way,
In the multitude of your mighty

men.
14 Therefore tumult shall arise

among your people,
And all your fortresses shall be

plundered
As Shalman plundered Beth

Arbel in the day of battle—
A mother dashed in pieces

upon her children.
15 Thus it shall be done to you, 

O Bethel,
Because of your great

wickedness.
At dawn the king of Israel
Shall be cut off utterly.

IV. God’s Unceasing Love
for Israel, 11:1—13:8

The LORD’s past relationship
with His people

11“WHEN Israel was a child, I
loved him,

And out of Egypt I mcalled nMy
oson.

2 Their heart is divided;
Now they are held guilty.
He will break down their altars;
He will ruin their sacred pillars.

3 For now they say,
“We have ano king,

Because we did not fear the
LORD.

And as for a king, what would
he do for us?”

4 They have spoken words,
Swearing falsely in making a

covenant.
Thus judgment springs up like

hemlock in the furrows of
the field.

5 The inhabitants of Samaria fear
Because of the bcalf* of Beth

Aven.
For its people mourn for it,
And its priests shriek for it—
Because its cglory has departed

from it.
6 The idol also shall be carried to

Assyria
As a present for King dJareb.
Ephraim shall receive shame,
And Israel shall be ashamed of

his own counsel.
7 As for Samaria, her king is cut

off
Like a twig on the water.

8 Also the ehigh places of Aven,
the fsin of Israel,

Shall be destroyed.
The thorn and thistle shall

grow on their altars;
They shall say to the

mountains, g“Cover us!”
And to the hills, “Fall on us!”

9“O Israel, you have sinned from
the days of hGibeah;

There they stood.
The ibattle in Gibeah against

the children of iniquity*

Did not overtake them.
10 When it is My desire, I will

chasten them.
Peoples shall be gathered

against them

10:11

j Jer. 50:11

10:12

k Jer. 4:3

l Hos. 6:3

11:1

m Election (corpo-
rate): v. 1; Matt.
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7:6; 1 Pet. 5:13,
note)

n Ex. 4:22; Matt.
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vent): v. 1; Mic.
5:2. (Gen. 3:15;
Acts 1:11, note)
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10:6

d Hos. 5:13

10:8

e Hos. 4:15; see
Judg. 3:7 and
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g Luke 23:30;
Rev. 6:16
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h Hos. 9:9

i Judg. 20
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*10:5 Literally calves *10:9 So read many
Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, and Vulgate;
Masoretic Text reads unruliness. *10:10 Or in
their two habitations

10:4 hemlock. Hebrew rosh, a poisonous plant. Com-
pare Deut. 29:18.

10:12 rains. Or teaches you righteousness.
10:13 trusted. Trust is the characteristic OT word for

the NT “faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the

OT, and is the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to
take refuge (Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps.
22:8).

10:14 Shalman. Or Shalmaneser, 2 Kin. 17:3; 18:9.
11:1 out of Egypt I called My son. This is a reference



2 As they called them,*
So they awent from them;*
They sacrificed to the Baals,
And burned incense to carved

images.
3“I taught Ephraim to walk,

Taking them by their barms;*
But they did not know that I

healed them.
4 I drew them with gentle cords,*

With bands of love,
And cI was to them as those

who take the yoke from
their neck.*

I stooped and fed them.
5“He shall not return to the land

of Egypt;
But the Assyrian shall be his

king,
Because they refused to repent.

6 And the sword shall slash in his
cities,

Devour his districts,
And consume them,
Because of their own counsels.

7 My people are bent on
backsliding from Me.

Though they call to the Most
High,*

None at all exalt Him.
8“How can I give you up,

Ephraim?
How can I hand you over, Israel?
How can I make you like

dAdmah?
How can I set you like Zeboiim?
My heart churns within Me;
My esympathy is stirred.

9 I will not execute the
fierceness of My anger;

I will not again destroy Ephraim.
For I am God, and not man,
The Holy One in your midst;
And I will not come with

terror.*

10“They shall walk after the LORD.
He will roar like a lion.
When He roars,
Then His sons shall come

trembling from the west;
11 They shall come trembling like

a bird from Egypt,

11:11

f Is. 11:11

g Ezek. 34:27-28

12:1

h Job 15:2-3; Hos.
8:7

i Hos. 8:9

12:2

j Hos. 4:1; Mic.
6:2

12:3

k Gen. 25:26

l Gen. 32:24-28

12:4

m See Heb. 1:4,
note

n Gen. 28:12-19;
35:9-15

12:5

o Ex. 3:15

12:6

p Hos. 14:1; Mic.
6:8

11:2

a 2 Kin. 17:13-15

11:3

b Deut. 32:10-11

11:4

c Lev. 26:13

11:8

d Gen. 14:8;
19:24-25; Deut.
29:23

e See Zech. 8:14,
note
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Like a dove from the land of

fAssyria.
And I will glet them dwell in

their houses,”
Says the LORD.

12“Ephraim has encircled Me with
lies,

And the house of Israel with
deceit;

But Judah still walks with God,
Even with the Holy One* who

is faithful.

Further rebuke of Ephraim’s sin

12“EPHRAIM hfeeds on the
wind,

And pursues the east wind;
He daily increases lies and

desolation.
Also they make a covenant

with the iAssyrians,
And oil is carried to Egypt.

2“The LORD also brings a jcharge
against Judah,

And will punish Jacob
according to his ways;

According to his deeds He will
recompense him.

3 He took his brother by the
kheel in the womb,

And in his strength he
lstruggled with God.

4 Yes, he struggled with the
mAngel and prevailed;

He wept, and sought favor from
Him.

He found Him in nBethel,
And there He spoke to us—

5 That is, the LORD God of hosts.
The LORD is His omemorable

name.
6 So you, by the help of your

God, preturn;
Observe mercy and justice,
And wait on your God

continually.
*11:2 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate;
Septuagint reads Just as I called them; Targum
interprets as I sent prophets to a thousand of them.
* Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and Vulgate;
Septuagint reads from My face. *11:3 Some
Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate
read My arms. *11:4 Literally cords of a man
* Literally jaws *11:7 Or upward *11:9 Or
I will not enter a city *11:12 Or holy ones

not only to the exodus of Israel from Egypt but also to the
fact that all of God’s dealings with Israel were based upon
the love that He would show in calling His Son, the Lord

Jesus Christ, back from the comparative safety of Egypt in
order that He might suffer and die to accomplish His great
redemptive work. Compare Matt. 2:15.



Idols of their silver, according
to their skill;

All of it is the work of craftsmen.
They say of them,

“Let the men who sacrifice* kiss
the jcalves!”

3 Therefore they shall be like the
morning cloud

And like the early dew that
passes away,

Like chaff blown off from a
threshing floor

And like smoke from a chimney.
4“Yet I am the LORD your God

Ever since the land of Egypt,
And you shall know no God but

Me;
For there is no ksavior besides

Me.
5 I knew you in the wilderness,

In the land of great drought.
6 When they had pasture, they

were filled;
They were filled and their heart

was exalted;
Therefore they forgot Me.

7“So I will be to them like a lion;
Like a leopard by the road I will

lurk;
8 I will meet them llike a bear

deprived of her cubs;
I will tear open their rib cage,
And there I will devour them

like a lion.
The wild beast shall tear them.

V. The Ultimate Restoration
of Israel, 13:9—14:9

9“O Israel, you are destroyed,*
But your help* is from Me.

10 I will be your King;*
Where is any other,
That he may save you in all

your cities?
And your judges to whom you

said,
‘Give me a king and princes’?

11 I gave you a king in My anger,
And took him away in My

wrath.

7“A cunning Canaanite!
Deceitful scales are in his hand;
He loves to oppress.

8 And Ephraim said,
‘Surely I have become rich,
I have found wealth for myself;
In all my labors
They shall find in me no

iniquity that is sin.’
9“But I am the LORD your God,

Ever since the land of Egypt;
I will again make you dwell in

atents,
As in the days of the appointed

feast.
10 I have also spoken by the

bprophets,
And have multiplied visions;
I have given symbols through

the witness of the
prophets.”

11 Though cGilead has idols—
Surely they are vanity—
Though they sacrifice bulls in

dGilgal,
Indeed their altars shall be heaps

in the furrows of the field.
12 Jacob efled to the country of

Syria;
f Israel served for a spouse,
And for a wife he tended sheep.

13 gBy a prophet the LORD brought
Israel out of Egypt,

And by a prophet he was
preserved.

14 Ephraim hprovoked Him to
anger most bitterly;

Therefore his Lord will leave
the guilt of his bloodshed
upon him,

And return his reproach upon
him.

Ephraim’s continuing wickedness

13 iWHEN Ephraim spoke,
trembling,

He exalted himself in Israel;
But when he offended through

Baal worship, he died.
2 Now they sin more and more,

And have made for themselves
molded images,

13:2

j Hos. 10:5

13:4

k Is. 45:21-22;
1 Tim. 2:5

13:8

l 2 Sam. 17:8;
Prov. 17:12

12:9

a Cp. Zech.
14:16-19; Rev.
7:15-17

12:10

b 2 Kin. 17:13

12:11

c Hos. 6:8

d Hos. 9:15

12:12

e Gen. 28:5;
Deut. 26:5

f Gen. 29:20,28

12:13

g Ex. 12:50-51;
13:3; Ps. 77:20;
Is. 63:11-12;
Mic. 6:4

12:14

h Ezek. 18:10-13;
cp. 1 Kin.
12:25-13:5;
15:30; 2 Kin.
17:11-23

13:1

i Cp. Josh. 4:14;
Job 29:21-25

1206 HOSEA 12:7—13:11

*13:2 Or those who offer human sacrifice
*13:9 Literally it or he destroyed you * Literally
in your help *13:10 Septuagint, Syriac, Targum,
and Vulgate read Where is your king?

Canaanite: A generic name for all the peoples who
lived in Canaan, the Promised Land.

13:2 kiss the calves. An act of homage. Compare 1 Kin.
19:18; Ps. 2:12.

13:11 gave you a king. This doubtless refers either to



12“The iniquity of Ephraim is
bound up;

His sin is stored up.
13 The sorrows of a woman in

childbirth shall come upon
him.

He is an unwise son,
For he should not stay long

where children are born.
14“I will ransom them from the

power of the agrave;*
I will bredeem them from death.
O cDeath, I will be your

plagues!*
O dGrave,* I will be your

destruction!*
Pity is hidden from My eyes.

15 Though he is fruitful among his
brethren,

An east wind shall come;
The wind of the LORD shall come

up from the wilderness.
Then his spring shall become

dry,
And his fountain shall be dried

up.
He shall plunder the treasury of

every desirable prize.
16 Samaria is held guilty,*

For she has erebelled against
her God.

They shall fall by the sword,
Their infants shall be dashed in

pieces,
And their women with child

fripped open.

Israel’s future blessing, when God’s
anger is turned away

14O ISRAEL, greturn to the
LORD your God,

For you have stumbled because
of your iniquity;

2 Take words with you,
And return to the LORD.
Say to Him,

“Take away all iniquity;
Receive us graciously,

14:2

h Ps. 69:30-31;
Heb. 13:15

14:3

i Hos. 7:11;
10:13; 12:1

14:4

j Jer. 14:7

k Eph. 1:6

14:5

l Job 29:19; Prov.
19:12

14:6

m Ps. 52:8; 128:3

14:8

n John 15:4; cp.
Hos. 10:1;
James 1:17

13:14

a Resurrection: v.
14; Matt. 9:25.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

b Redemption (re-
deeming relative
type): v. 14.
(Gen. 48:16; Is.
59:20, note)

c 1 Cor. 15:55

d See Hab. 2:5,
note

13:16

e 2 Kin. 18:12

f 2 Kin. 15:16

14:1

g Hos. 12:6; Joel
2:13
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For we will offer the

hsacrifices* of our lips.
3 Assyria shall inot save us,

We will not ride on horses,
Nor will we say anymore to the

work of our hands,
‘You are our gods.’
For in You the fatherless finds

mercy.”
4“I will heal their jbacksliding,

I will klove them freely,
For My anger has turned away

from him.
5 I will be like the ldew to Israel;

He shall grow like the lily,
And lengthen his roots like

Lebanon.
6 His branches shall spread;

His mbeauty shall be like an
olive tree,

And his fragrance like Lebanon.
7 Those who dwell under his

shadow shall return;
They shall be revived like grain,
And grow like a vine.
Their scent* shall be like the

wine of Lebanon.
8“Ephraim shall say,

‘What have I to do anymore
with idols?’

I have heard and observed him.
I am like a green cypress tree;

nYour fruit is found in Me.”
9 Who is wise?

Let him understand these
things.

Who is prudent?
Let him know them.
For the ways of the LORD are

right;
The righteous walk in them,
But transgressors stumble in

them.
*13:14 Or Sheol * Septuagint reads where is
your punishment? * Or Sheol * Septuagint
reads Where is your sting? *13:16 Septuagint
reads shall be disfigured *14:2 Literally bull
calves; Septuagint reads fruit. *14:7 Literally
remembrance

Saul (1 Sam. 15:22–23) or to Jeroboam I (1 Kin. 14:14–16;
15:30). took him away. The allusion appears to be to the
northern kingdom’s last king, Hoshea.

Samaria: guard. The capital of the northern kingdom
of Israel.

13:14 Pity is hidden from My eyes. God will not
change His announced purpose.

14:2 sacrifices. That is, praise.
14:4 Hosea closes his book with the heartening word

of forgiveness. When Israel responds to the LORD’s loving
plea to return to Him (vv. 1–3), then will follow the gra-
cious healing of their backsliding, the free bestowal of His
love, the turning away of His anger, the future blessing of
their restoration, and their final repudiation of idolatry (vv.
4–8).



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Joel Day of the LORD 9th or 8th Cent. B.C.

Background
The book of Joel, whose name means the LORD (Jehovah) is God, is difficult to date because no Israelite king or foreign
nation is mentioned in it. Many think that it was written in the time of Jehoash. It describes the invasion of Judah by a
plague of locusts that destroyed everything in its path and impoverished the people (1:1—2:11).

God’s Relationship to Man
In this situation the prophet urged the people to turn to the LORD (2:12–17). God’s merciful answer follows. The passage
at 2:18–19 shows the LORD accepting the repentance of the people and promising that He will not only remove from
them the plague of locusts (2:20), but that He will also restore to them all that the locusts have eaten (2:23–25). In 2:28ff.
the prophet looks far into the future at coming judgment and coming joys. The locust invasion, now only a matter of his-
tory, may be taken as a harbinger of invasions of human armies which are yet to come. Great blessings which God prom-
ises to pour out upon His people in the latter days are described.

Outline
Joel may be divided into three parts:

I. The Present Chastisement and Its Removal 1:1—2:27
A. Introduction 1:1–3
B. Desolation by Locusts 1:4–13
C. Desolation by Starvation and Drought 1:14–20
D. The Victorious Invading Host from the North, Assyria 2: 1–11
E. Repentance the Only Escape from Invasion 2:12–17
F. Deliverance Promised if Israel Repents 2:18–27

II. The Promise of the Spirit 2:28–29
III. The Future Deliverance in the Coming Day of the LORD 2:30—3:21

A. The Signs Preceding the Day of the LORD 2:30–32
B. The Restoration of Israel 3:1
C. Judgment of Gentile Nations 3:2–17
D. Final Restoration: Full Kingdom Blessings 3:18–21

THE BOOK OF

J O E L



I. The Present Chastisement
and Its Removal, 1:1—2:27

Introduction

1THE word of the LORD that came
to aJoel the son of Pethuel.

2 Hear this, you elders,
And give ear, all you

inhabitants of the land!
Has anything like this

happened in your days,
Or even in the days of your

fathers?
3 bTell your children about it,

Let your children tell their
children,

And their children another
generation.

Desolation by locusts
4 What the cchewing locust* left,

the swarming dlocust has
eaten;

What the swarming locust left,
the crawling locust has
eaten;

And what the crawling locust
left, the consuming locust
has eaten.

5 Awake, you edrunkards, and
weep;

And wail, all you drinkers of
wine,

Because of the new wine,

1:6

f Joel 2:2,11

1:9

g Joel 2:17

1:10

h Hos. 4:3

i Is. 24:7

1:11

j Amos 5:16

1:1

a Acts 2:16

1:3

b Ex. 10:2; Ps.
78:4; Is. 38:19

1:4

c Amos 4:9

d Is. 33:4

1:5

e Is. 5:11; 28:1;
Hos. 7:5
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For it has been cut off from

your mouth.
6 For a fnation has come up

against My land,
Strong, and without number;
His teeth are the teeth of a lion,
And he has the fangs of a fierce

lion.
7 He has laid waste My vine,

And ruined My fig tree;
He has stripped it bare and

thrown it away;
Its branches are made white.

8 Lament like a virgin girded
with sackcloth

For the husband of her youth.
9 The grain offering and the

drink offering
Have been cut off from the

house of the LORD;
The priests gmourn, who

minister to the LORD.
10 The field is wasted,

The land hmourns;
For the grain is ruined,
The new wine is dried up,
The oil ifails.

11 Be ashamed, you jfarmers,
Wail, you vinedressers,
For the wheat and the barley;
Because the harvest of the field

has perished.
12 The vine has dried up,

And the fig tree has withered;
The pomegranate tree,
The palm tree also,
And the apple tree—

*1:4 Exact identity of these locusts is unknown.

Joel: Jehovah is God. A minor prophet who declared
God’s judgment on Judah but also promised a future.

1:4 THE PLAGUE OF LOCUSTS

Some expositors understand these words to be different stages of the locusts’ development. The essential fact is that,
according to the usual method of the Spirit in prophecy, some local circumstance is shown to be of spiritual signifi-
cance, and is made the occasion of a far-reaching prophecy (e.g. Is. 7:1–14, where the Syrian invasion and the unbe-
lief of Ahaz give occasion to the great prophecy of v. 14). Here in Joel a plague of locusts is shown to have symbolic
significance (1:13–14), portraying a coming invasion (2:1–11) if repentance is not forthcoming (2:12–17). This im-
pending “day of the LORD” in judgment becomes a foreshadowing of that great climactic day of the LORD, not yet ful-
filled (Is. 2:12, refs.).

The picture foreshadows the end-time of Israel’s age, of “the times of the Gentiles” (Luke 21:24; Rev. 16:19); of the bat-
tle of Armageddon (Rev. 16:14; 19:11–21); of the regathering of Israel (see Rom. 11:26, note); and of kingdom blessing.

The order of events during Israel’s last days may be: (1) the invasion of Palestine from the north by Gentile world
powers (Joel 2:1–10; Armageddon, Rev. 16:14, refs.); (2) the Lord’s army and destruction of the invaders (Rev.
19:11–21); (3) the repentance of Judah in the land (2:12–17; Deut. 30:3, note); (4) the answer of the LORD (2:18–27);
(5) the outpouring of the Spirit in Israel’s “last days” (2:28–29); (6) the return of the Lord in glory and the setting up of
the kingdom (2:30–32; Acts 15:15–17) by the regathering of the nation and the judgment of the nations (3:1–16); and
(7) permanent kingdom blessing (3:17–21; Zech. 14:1–21; see Matt. 25:32, note).



For the grain has withered.
18 How the hanimals groan!

The herds of cattle are restless,
Because they have no pasture;
Even the flocks of sheep suffer

punishment.*

19 O LORD, to You I cry out;
For fire has devoured the open

pastures,
And a flame has burned all the

trees of the field.
20 The beasts of the field also cry

out to You,
For the water brooks are dried

up,
And fire has devoured the open

pastures.

The victorious invading army
from the north (v. 20), Assyria

2BLOW the trumpet in Zion,
And sound an alarm in My holy 

mountain!
Let all the inhabitants of the

land tremble;
For the iday of the LORD is

coming,
For it is at hand:

2 A day of darkness and
gloominess,

A day of clouds and thick
darkness,

Like the morning clouds spread
over the mountains.

A people come, jgreat and
strong,

The klike of whom has never
been;

Nor will there ever be any such
after them,

Even for many successive
generations.

3 A fire devours before them,
And behind them a flame burns;
The land is llike the Garden of

Eden before them,
And behind them a desolate

wilderness;
Surely nothing shall escape

them.
4 Their appearance is like the

appearance of mhorses;
And like swift steeds, so they

run.
5 With a noise like chariots

All the trees of the field are
withered;

Surely a joy has withered away
from the sons of men.

13 Gird yourselves and lament,
you priests;

Wail, you who minister before
the altar;

Come, lie all night in sackcloth,
You who minister to my God;
For the grain offering and the

drink offering
Are withheld from the house of

your God.

Desolation by starvation and drought
14 bConsecrate a cfast,

Call a sacred assembly;
Gather the elders
And all the inhabitants of the

land
Into the house of the LORD your

God,
And cry out to the LORD.

15 Alas for the day!
For the dday of the LORD is eat

hand;
It shall come fas destruction

from the Almighty.
16 Is not the food gcut off before

our eyes,
Joy and gladness from the

house of our God?
17 The seed shrivels under the

clods,
Storehouses are in shambles;
Barns are broken down,

1:18

h Jer. 12:4; 14:5-6

2:1

i Day (of the
LORD): vv. 1-11;
Joel 2:31. (Ps.
2:9; Rev. 19:19,
note)

2:2

j Joel 1:6

k Dan. 12:1

2:3

l Gen. 2:8; 13:10;
Is. 51:3

2:4

m Cp. Rev. 9:7-9

1:12

a Is. 16:10; 24:11

1:14

b Sanctification
(OT): vv. 13-14;
Zech. 8:3. (Gen.
2:3; Zech. 8:3,
note)

c Joel 2:15-16

1:15

d Day (of the
LORD): v. 15;
Joel 2:1. (Ps.
2:9; Rev. 19:19,
note)

e See Matt. 4:17,
note

f Is. 13:6; Ezek.
7:2-12

1:16

g Is. 3:1-7; Amos
4:6-9

1210 JOEL 1:13—2:5

*1:18 Septuagint and Vulgate read are made
desolate.

1:15 THE DAY OF THE LORD

The term “day of the LORD [Jehovah]” is that period of
time when the LORD openly intervenes in the affairs of
men, when man’s day has closed (compare 1 Cor. 4:3).
It will be inaugurated with the rapture of the Church
(1 Cor. 15:50–58; 1 Thess. 4:13–18). Since the prophets
saw historical events from God’s viewpoint, they saw
the unity of God’s world program. Thus they discerned
that visitations of God in their time were near foreshad-
owings of an ultimate fulfillment. In this sense the term
is frequently used by Joel.

The day of the LORD in prophetic times will cover the
time of the coming tribulation (Rev. 6—19) and the
reign of Christ on David’s throne (Rev. 20). It will be
brought to an end by the judgment of the great white
throne (Rev. 20:11–15) and the ushering in of the new
heavens and earth, called “the day of God” (2 Pet.
3:10–13). See Rev. 19:19, note.



Over mountaintops they leap,
Like the noise of a flaming fire

that devours the stubble,
Like a strong people set in

battle array.
6 Before them the people writhe

in pain;
All faces are drained of color.*

7 They run like mighty men,
They climb the wall like men of

war;
Every one marches in

formation,
And they do not break aranks.

8 They do not push one another;
Every one marches in his own

column.*
Though they lunge between the

weapons,
They are not cut down.*

9 They run to and fro in the city,
They run on the wall;
They climb into the houses,
They enter at the windows like

a thief.
10 The earth quakes before them,

The heavens tremble;
The sun and moon grow bdark,
And the stars diminish their

brightness.
11 The LORD gives cvoice before

His army,
For His camp is very great;
For strong is the One who

executes His word.
For the dday of the LORD is

great and very terrible;
Who can endure it?

Only repentance can avert invasion
12“Now, therefore,” says the LORD,

“Turne to Me with all your heart,
With fasting, with weeping,

and with mourning.”
13 So rend your heart, and not

your garments;
Return to the LORD your God,
For He is gracious and merciful,
Slow to anger, and of great

fkindness;
And He grelents from doing

harm.

2:14

h 2 Sam. 12:22;
Jer. 26:3; Jon.
3:9

i See Zech. 8:14,
note

2:7

a Prov. 30:27

2:10

b Is. 13:10; Joel
3:15

2:11

c Jer. 25:30; Joel
3:16; Amos 1:2

d Jer. 30:7; Amos
5:18; Zeph.
1:15

2:12

e Deut. 4:29; Jer.
4:1; Ezek.
33:11; Hos.
12:6; 14:1

2:13

f Ex. 34:6

g See Zech. 8:14,
note
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14 Who knows hif He will turn

and irelent,
And leave a blessing behind

Him—
A grain offering and a drink

offering
For the LORD your God?

15 Blow the trumpet in Zion,
Consecrate a fast,
Call a sacred assembly;

16 Gather the people,
Sanctify the congregation,
Assemble the elders,
Gather the children and

nursing babes;
Let the bridegroom go out from

his chamber,
And the bride from her

dressing room.
17 Let the priests, who minister to

the LORD,
Weep between the porch and

the altar;
Let them say, “Spare Your

people, O LORD,
And do not give Your heritage

to reproach,
That the nations should rule

over them.
Why should they say among the

peoples,
‘Where is their God?’ ”

Deliverance promised if Israel repents
18 Then the LORD will be zealous

for His land,
And pity His people.

19 The LORD will answer and say
to His people,

“Behold, I will send you grain
and new wine and oil,

And you will be satisfied by
them;

I will no longer make you a
reproach among the nations.

20“But I will remove far from you
the northern army,

And will drive him away into a
barren and desolate land,

*2:6 Septuagint, Targum, and Vulgate read gather
blackness. *2:8 Literally his own highway
* That is, they are not halted by losses

2:11 His army. In vv. 1–10 the advancing locust
plague becomes illustrative of an invading army. (A lo-
cust’s head resembles a horse’s head in miniature.) Verse
11 states that the LORD will bring this army against His

people to discipline them for their sin unless they open
their hearts in abject and full repentance (vv. 12–17). Only
thus can the invasion of the northern (Assyrian) army be
averted (v. 20).



27 Then you shall know that I am
in the midst of Israel:

I am the LORD your God
And there is cno other.
My people shall never be put to

shame.

II. The Promise of the Spirit, 2:28–29
28“Andd it shall come to pass

afterward
That I will pour out eMy Spirit

on all flesh;
Your sons and your daughters

shall prophesy,
Your old men shall dream

dreams,
Your young men shall see

visions.
29 And also on My menservants

and on My maidservants
I will pour out My Spirit in

those days.

III. The Future Deliverance in the
Coming Day of the LORD, 2:30—3:21

The signs preceding the day of the
LORD (cp. Is. 13:9–10; 24:21–23;
Ezek. 32:7–10; Matt. 24:29–30)

30“And I will show wonders in the
heavens and in the earth:

Blood and fire and pillars of
smoke.

31 The sun shall be turned into
darkness,

And the moon into blood,
Before the coming of the great

and awesome fday of the
LORD.

32 And it shall come to pass
That whoever calls on the

name of the LORD
Shall be saved.
For in Mount Zion and in

Jerusalem there shall be
deliverance,

As the LORD has said,
Among the gremnant whom

the LORD calls.

With his face toward the
eastern sea

And his back toward the
western sea;

His stench will come up,
And his foul odor will rise,
Because he has done monstrous

things.”
21 Fear not, O land;

Be glad and rejoice,
For the LORD has done

marvelous things!
22 Do not be afraid, you beasts of

the field;
For the open pastures are

springing up,
And the tree bears its fruit;
The fig tree and the vine yield

their strength.
23 Be glad then, you children of

Zion,
And rejoice in the LORD your

God;
For He has given you the

former arain faithfully,*
And He will cause the rain to

come down for you—
The former rain,
And the latter rain in the first

month.
24 The threshing floors shall be

full of wheat,
And the vats shall overflow

with new wine and oil.
25“So I will restore to you the

years that the swarming
locust has eaten,

The crawling locust,
The consuming locust,
And the chewing locust,*
My great army which I sent

among you.
26 You shall eat in plenty and be

satisfied,
And praise the name of the

LORD your God,
Who has dealt wondrously with

you;
And My people shall never be

put to bshame.

2:27

c Is. 45:6

2:28

d vv. 28-32; Acts
2:17-21

e Holy Spirit (OT):
vv. 28-29; Mic.
2:7. (Gen. 1:2;
Zech. 12:10,
note)

2:31

f Day (of the
LORD): vv. 28-
32; Joel 3:14.
(Ps. 2:9; Rev.
19:19, note)

2:32

g Remnant: v. 32;
Amos 5:15. (Is.
1:9; Rom. 11:5,
note)

2:23

a Deut. 11:14; Jer.
5:24; Hos. 6:3;
James 5:7

2:26

b Is. 45:17

1212 JOEL 2:21–32

*2:23 Or the teacher of righteousness
*2:25 Compare 1:4

2:28 My Spirit. Compare Acts 2:17. Peter did not state
that Joel’s prophecy was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost.
The details of Joel 2:30–32 (compare Acts 2:19–20) were
not realized at that time. Peter quoted Joel’s prediction as
an illustration of what was taking place in his day, and as
a guarantee that God would yet completely fulfill all that

Joel had prophesied. The time of that fulfillment is stated
here (“afterward,” compare Hos. 3:5), that is, in the latter
days when Israel turns to the LORD. See also Gen. 49:1,
note. all flesh. The fulfillment of Moses’ desire (Num.
11:29). Compare Is. 32:15; 44:3–4; Ezek. 36:27–28;
37:14; 39:29; Zech. 12:10.



The restoration of Israel (cp. Is.
11:10–12; Jer. 23:5–8;

Ezek. 37:21–28; Acts 15:15–17)

3“FOR behold, in those days
aand at that time,

bWhen I bring back the captives
of Judah and Jerusalem,

Judgment of Gentile nations
(Zech. 12:2–3; 14:9; 

see Matt. 25:32, note)
2 I will also gather all nations,

And bring them down to the
cValley of Jehoshaphat;

And I will enter into judgment
with them there

On account of My people, My
heritage Israel,

Whom they have scattered
among the nations;

They have also divided up My
land.

3 They have cast lots for My
people,

Have given a boy as payment
for a harlot,

And sold a girl for wine, that
they may drink.

4“Indeed, what have you to do
with Me,

O Tyre and Sidon, and all the
coasts of Philistia?

Will you retaliate against Me?
But if you retaliate against Me,
Swiftly and speedily I will

return your retaliation
upon your own head;

5 Because you have taken My
silver and My gold,

And have carried into your
temples My prized
possessions.

6 Also the people of Judah and
the people of Jerusalem

You have sold to the Greeks,
That you may remove them far

from their borders.
7“Behold, I will raise them

Out of the place to which you
have sold them,

3:9

d Armageddon
(battle of): vv. 9-
14; Obad. 15.
(Is. 10:27; Rev.
19:17, note)

3:12

e Kingdom (OT):
vv. 16-21; Amos
9:11. (Gen.
1:26; Zech.
12:8, note)

f Times of the
Gentiles: vv.
2,11-14; Luke
21:24. (Deut.
28:49; Rev.
16:19, note)

3:13

g Rev. 14:17-20

3:14

h Day (of the
LORD): vv. 9-21;
Amos 2:16. (Ps.
2:9; Rev. 19:19,
note)

3:1

a Judgments (the
seven): vv. 1-14;
Matt. 7:23.
(2 Sam. 7:14;
Rev. 20:12,
note)

b Israel (prophe-
cies): vv. 1-
8,15-20; Zech.
10:6. (Gen.
12:2; Rom.
11:26, note)

3:2

c v. 12
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And will return your retaliation

upon your own head.
8 I will sell your sons and your

daughters
Into the hand of the people of

Judah,
And they will sell them to the

Sabeans,*
To a people far off;
For the LORD has spoken.”

9 Proclaim this among the
nations:

“Prepare for dwar!
Wake up the mighty men,
Let all the men of war draw

near,
Let them come up.

10 Beat your plowshares into
swords

And your pruning hooks into
spears;

Let the weak say, ‘I am
strong.’ ”

11 Assemble and come, all you
nations,

And gather together all around.
Cause Your mighty ones to go

down there, O LORD.
12“Let the nations be wakened,

and come up to the Valley
of Jehoshaphat;

For there I will esit to f judge all
the surrounding nations.

13 Put in the sickle, for the
harvest is gripe.

Come, go down;
For the winepress is full,
The vats overflow—
For their wickedness is great.”

14 Multitudes, multitudes in the
valley of decision!

For the hday of the LORD is near
in the valley of decision.

15 The sun and moon will grow
dark,

And the stars will diminish
their brightness.

*3:8 Literally Shebaites (compare Isaiah 60:6 and
Ezekiel 27:22)

3:2 Jehoshaphat. Meaning the LORD judges.

Philistia: The plain that runs along the east coast of
the Mediterranean Sea. It contained the primary cities
of the Philistines.

Tyre: An ancient Phoenician seaport on the Mediter-
ranean Sea, located northwest of Palestine.

3:9 Verses 9–15 refer to Armageddon; vv. 15–21 are par-
allel with 2:30–32. Prepare for war. Literally Sanctify, that is,
by sacrifices and proper rites. Jer. 6:4, compare 1 Sam. 7:8–9.



That the mountains shall drip
with new wine,

The hills shall flow with milk,
And all the brooks of Judah

shall be flooded with
water;

A bfountain shall flow from the
house of the LORD

And water the Valley of Acacias.
19“Egypt shall be a desolation,

And Edom a desolate
wilderness,

Because of violence against the
people of Judah,

For they have shed innocent
blood in their land.

20 But Judah shall abide forever,
And Jerusalem from generation

to generation.
21 For I will acquit them of the

guilt of bloodshed, whom I
had not acquitted;

For the LORD dwells in Zion.”

16 The LORD also will roar from
Zion,

And utter His voice from
Jerusalem;

The heavens and earth will
shake;

But the LORD will be a shelter
for His people,

And the strength of the
children of Israel.

17“So you shall know that I am the
LORD your God,

Dwelling in Zion My aholy
mountain.

Then Jerusalem shall be holy,
And no aliens shall ever pass

through her again.”

Final restoration. Full kingdom
blessing (see Zech. 12:8, note)

18 And it will come to pass in that
day

3:18

b Ps. 46:4; Ezek.
47:1; Zech.
14:8; Rev. 22:1

3:17

a Obad. 16; Zech.
8:3
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Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Amos Judgment on Sin 8th Cent. B.C.

Background
Amos, whose name is related to a verb meaning to bear a load, was burdened over the sin of the northern kingdom in the
eighth century B.C. Whereas Hosea was crushed with a sense of the unfaithfulness of Israel to the love of God, Amos was
outraged at the violence they had done to the justice and righteousness of God. The note he strikes in his prophecy is the
counterpart and corollary to the message uttered by Hosea. The words most descriptive of Amos’s message are: “But let
justice run down like water, and righteousness like a mighty stream” (5:24). Social justice is inseparable from true piety.
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I will not turn away its
punishment,

Because they took captive the
whole captivity

To deliver them up to Edom.
7 But I will send a fire upon the

wall of Gaza,
Which shall devour its palaces.

8 I will cut off the inhabitant
from Ashdod,

And the one who holds the
scepter from Ashkelon;

I will turn My hand against
Ekron,

And the remnant of the
Philistines shall perish,”

Says the Lord GOD.
9Thus says the LORD:

“For three transgressions of
kTyre, and for four,

I will not turn away its
punishment,

Because they delivered up the
whole captivity to Edom,

And did not remember the
covenant of brotherhood.

10 But I will send a fire upon the
wall of Tyre,

Which shall devour its palaces.”
11Thus says the LORD:

“For three transgressions of
lEdom, and for four,

I will not turn away its
punishment,

Because he pursued his
mbrother with the sword,

And cast off all pity;
His anger tore perpetually,
And he kept his wrath forever.

12 But I will send a fire upon
Teman,

Which shall devour the palaces
of Bozrah.”

I. The Pronouncement of Judgment,
1—2

Introduction

1THE words of Amos, who was
among the asheepbreeders* of

Tekoa, which he saw concerning Is-
rael in the days of bUzziah king of
Judah, and in the days of cJeroboam
the son of Joash, king of Israel, two
years before the dearthquake.

2And he said:

“The LORD roars from Zion,
And utters His voice from

Jerusalem;
The pastures of the shepherds

mourn,
And the top of Carmel withers.”

Judgments on surrounding
cities and nations

3Thus says the LORD:

“For three transgressions of
eDamascus, and for four,

I will not turn away its
punishment,

Because they have fthreshed
Gilead with implements of
iron.

4 But I will send a gfire into the
house of Hazael,

Which shall devour the palaces
of hBen-Hadad.

5 I will also ibreak the gate bar of
Damascus,

And cut off the inhabitant from
the Valley of Aven,

And the one who holds the
scepter from Beth Eden.

The people of Syria shall go
captive to Kir,”

Says the LORD.
6Thus says the LORD:

“For three transgressions of
jGaza, and for four,

1:9

k vv. 9-10; Is.
23:1-18; Jer.
25:22; 47:4;
Ezek. 26:1-21;
28:20-24; Zech.
9:2-4

1:11

l vv. 11-12; Jer.
25:21; 49:7-22;
Ezek. 25:12-14;
35:1-15; Joel
3:19; Obad. 1-
9,15-16

m Obad. 10

1:1

a Amos 7:14

b 2 Kin. 15:1-7;
2 Chr. 26:1-23;
Is. 1:1; Hos. 1:1

c 2 Kin. 14:23-29

d Is. 42:13; Jer.
25:30; Joel 3:16;
Zech. 14:5

1:3

e vv. 3-5; Is. 17:1-
3; Jer. 49:23-27;
Zech. 9:1

f 2 Kin. 10:32-33

1:4

g Jer. 49:27

h 1 Kin. 20:1;
2 Kin. 6:24

1:5

i 2 Kin. 14:28; Is.
8:4; Jer. 51:30

1:6

j Jer. 47:1,5;
Zeph. 2:4

1216 AMOS 1:1–12

*1:1 Compare 2 Kings 3:4

Amos: burden. A minor prophet who declared God’s
judgment on Judah and Israel and the surrounding
nations.

1:1 Uzziah. Called Azariah in 2 Kin. 14:21.
1:3 Observe Amos’s method of prophesying. Beginning

with denunciation of Israel’s enemies (compare vv. 3,6,9,11,
13; and 2:1), he wins a hearing from a hostile crowd. Mov-
ing nearer, he speaks of the sin of Judah (2:4). Finally, having
gained the sympathy of his hearers, he points out the sin of
Israel itself (3:1). Isaiah used a similar method (Is. 28).

1:3 For three transgressions . . . and for four. An ex-
pression indicating a measure of full iniquity and inevitable
judgment.

1:5 gate bar. The gates of ancient cities were secured
by heavy bars. It was gates such as these that Samson car-
ried away from Gaza’s entrance (Judg. 16:3).

Edom: red. The nation descended from Esau. Located
in the rough mountainous area south of Moab and
east of Arabah at the base of the Dead Sea. The Edom-
ites had frequent conflicts with the Israelites.



13Thus says the LORD:

“For three transgressions of the
people of aAmmon, and for
four,

I will not turn away its
punishment,

Because they ripped open the
women with child in
Gilead,

That they might enlarge their
territory.

14 But I will kindle a fire in the
wall of Rabbah,

And it shall devour its palaces,
Amid shouting in the day of

battle,
And a tempest in the day of the

whirlwind.
15 Their king shall go into

bcaptivity,
He and his princes together,”
Says the LORD.

Judgments on surrounding
cities and nations (continued)

2THUS says the LORD:

“For c three transgressions of
Moab, and for four,

I will not turn away its
punishment,

Because he burned the bones of
the king of Edom to lime.

2 But I will send a fire upon
Moab,

And it shall devour the palaces
of Kerioth;

Moab shall die with tumult,
With shouting and trumpet

sound.
3 And I will cut off the judge

from its midst,
And slay all its princes with

him,”
Says the LORD.

Judgment on God’s people:
Judah and Israel

4Thus says the LORD:

“For three transgressions of
dJudah, and for four,

I will not turn away its
punishment,

2:4

e Lev. 26:14-
15,43

f Is. 9:15-16;
Hab. 2:18

2:6

g Judg. 2:17-20;
2 Kin. 17:7-18;
18:12; Ezek.
22:1-13,23-29

h Amos 4:1; 5:11;
8:6; Mic. 2:2;
3:3

1:13

a Jer. 25:21; 49:1-
6; Ezek. 21:28-
32; 25:1-7;
Zeph. 2:8-11

1:15

b Jer. 49:3

2:1

c Is. 15:1-16:14;
25:10; Jer.
25:21; 48:1-47;
Ezek. 25:8-11;
Zeph. 2:8-11

2:4

d 2 Kin. 17:19;
Hos. 12:2;
Amos 3:2
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Because they have despised the

law of the LORD,
And have enot kept His

commandments.
Their lies lead them fastray,
Lies which their fathers

followed.
5 But I will send a fire upon

Judah,
And it shall devour the palaces

of Jerusalem.”
6Thus says the LORD:

“For three transgressions of
gIsrael, and for four,

I will not turn away its
punishment,

Because they sell the righteous
for silver,

And the hpoor for a pair of
sandals.

7 They pant after* the dust of the
earth which is on the head
of the poor,

And pervert the way of the
humble.

*2:7 Or trample on

2:5 devour the palaces. By Nebuchadnezzar’s army in
approximately 586 B.C.
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15 He shall not stand who handles
the bow,

The swift of foot shall not
escape,

Nor shall he who rides a horse
deliver himself.

16 The most courageous men of
might

Shall flee naked in that hday,”
Says the LORD.

II. Inevitable Divine Judgment
Because of Sin, 3—4

All twelve tribes guilty

3HEAR this word that the LORD
has spoken against you, O chil-

dren of Israel, against the whole
family which I brought up from the
land of Egypt, saying:

2“You only have I known of all
the families of the earth;

Therefore I will punish you for
all your iniquities.”

3 Can two iwalk together, unless
they are agreed?

4 Will a lion roar in the forest,
when he has no prey?

Will a young lion cry out of his
den, if he has caught
nothing?

5 Will a bird fall into a snare on
the earth, where there is
no trap for it?

Will a snare spring up from the
earth, if it has caught
nothing at all?

6 If a trumpet is blown in a city,
will not the people be
afraid?

If there is jcalamity in a city,
will not the LORD have
done it?

7 Surely the Lord GOD does
nothing,

A man and his father go in to
the asame girl,

To bdefile My holy name.
8 They lie down by every altar on

clothes taken in pledge,
And drink the wine of the

condemned in the house of
their god.

9“Yet it was I who destroyed the
cAmorite before them,

Whose height was like the
dheight of the cedars,

And he was as strong as the
oaks;

Yet I destroyed his fruit above
And his roots beneath.

10 Also it was I who brought you
up from the land of Egypt,

And led you forty years through
the wilderness,

To possess the land of the
Amorite.

11 I raised up some of your sons as
eprophets,

And some of your young men
as fNazirites.

Is it not so, O you children of
Israel?”

Says the LORD.
12“But you gave the Nazirites wine

to drink,
And commanded the prophets

saying,
‘Do not gprophesy!’

13“Behold, I am weighed down by
you,

As a cart full of sheaves is
weighed down.

14 Therefore flight shall perish
from the swift,

The strong shall not strengthen
his power,

Nor shall the mighty deliver
himself;

2:16

h Day (of the
LORD): vv. 14-
16; Amos 5:18.
(Ps. 2:9; Rev.
19:19, note)

3:3

i Lev. 26:23-24

3:6

j Cp. Is. 45:7; Jer.
4:6; James
1:13,17

2:7

a Lev. 18:6-8; cp.
Gen. 35:22;
2 Sam. 16:22;
1 Cor. 5:1

b Lev. 20:3; Ezek.
36:20-22

2:9

c Gen. 15:16;
Josh. 10:12

d Ezek. 31:3

2:11

e Num. 12:6; cp.
Deut. 18:15-19

f Num. 6:1-8

2:12

g Is. 30:10
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Nazirites: A person or persons under a special vow to
dedicate themselves to the Lord. They did not cut their
hair, touch a dead body, drink wine or beer, or eat
any product of the grapevine.

2:13 I am weighed down. Or I weigh you down.
3:1 the whole family. The language here, and the ex-

pression “house of Jacob” (v. 13), evidently give the proph-
ecy a wider application than to Israel, the ten-tribe north-
ern kingdom, though the judgment was executed first upon
this kingdom (2 Kin. 17:18–23).

3:2 known. By covenant relationship. Deut. 4:32–37.
I will punish you. The LORD’s controversy with the Gentile
cities which hated Israel is brief: “I will send a fire” (2:2).
But Israel had been brought into the place of privilege and
so of responsibility, and the LORD’s indictment is detailed
and unsparing. Compare Matt. 11:23; Luke 12:47–48;
1 Pet. 4:17; 2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 6.

3:3 Observe the seven result-cause questions in vv. 3–6,
concluding with the challenge: “If there is calamity in a
city, will not the LORD have done it?”

3:6 be afraid. Or run together.



Unless He areveals His secret to
His servants the bprophets.

8 A lion has roared!
Who will not fear?
The Lord GOD has spoken!

cWho can but prophesy?
9“Proclaim in the palaces at

Ashdod,
And in the palaces in the land

of Egypt, and say:
‘Assemble on the mountains of

Samaria;
See great tumults in her midst,
And the oppressed within her.

10 For they do dnot know to do
right,’

Says the LORD,
‘Who store up violence and

robbery in their palaces.’ ”
11Therefore thus says the Lord

GOD:

“An adversary shall be all
around the land;

He shall sap your strength from
you,

And your palaces shall be
plundered.”

12Thus says the LORD:

“As a shepherd takes from the
mouth of a lion

Two legs or a piece of an ear,
So shall the children of Israel

be taken out
Who dwell in Samaria—
In the corner of a bed and on

the edge* of a couch!
13 Hear and testify against the

house of Jacob,”
Says the Lord GOD, the God of

hosts,
14“That in the day I punish Israel

for their transgressions,
I will also visit destruction on

the altars of eBethel;

4:1

f Ps. 22:12; Ezek.
39:18

g Amos 2:6

h Prov. 23:20

4:2

i Ps. 89:35

4:4

j Amos 3:14

k Amos 5:21-22

4:5

l Leaven: v. 5;
Matt. 13:33.
(Gen. 19:3;
Matt. 13:33,
note)

m Cp. Col. 2:18

3:7

a Cp. Gen. 18:17

b Inspiration: vv.
7-8; Mic. 3:8.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

3:8

c Jer. 20:9; Mic.
3:8; Acts 4:20;
5:20,29; 1 Cor.
9:16

3:10

d Jer. 4:22

3:14

e Amos 4:4
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And the horns of the altar shall

be cut off
And fall to the ground.

15 I will destroy the winter house
along with the summer
house;

The houses of ivory shall
perish,

And the great houses shall have
an end,”

Says the LORD.

The LORD scorns Bethel’s sacrifices

4HEAR this word, you fcows of
Bashan, who are on the
mountain of Samaria,

Who oppress the gpoor,
Who crush the needy,
Who say to your husbands,*

“Bring wine, let us hdrink!”
2 The Lord GOD has sworn by His

iholiness:
“Behold, the days shall come

upon you
When He will take you away

with fishhooks,
And your posterity with

fishhooks.
3 You will go out through broken

walls,
Each one straight ahead of her,
And you will be cast into

Harmon,”
Says the LORD.

4“Come to jBethel and transgress,
At Gilgal multiply transgression;
Bring your ksacrifices every

morning,
Your tithes every three days.*

5 Offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving
with lleaven,

Proclaim and announce the
freewill offerings;

For mthis you love,
*3:12 The Hebrew is uncertain. *4:1 Literally
their lords or their masters *4:4 Or years
(compare Deuteronomy 14:28)

Samaria: guard. The capital of the northern kingdom
of Israel.

Bashan: soft, rich soil. A fertile area of land east of the
Sea of Galilee.

4:4 Bethel. Compare 1 Kin. 12:25–33. Any altar at Beth-
el, after the establishment of the LORD’s worship at Jerusalem,
was of necessity schismatic and idolatrous (Deut. 12:4–14).
Compare John 4:21–24; also Matt. 18:20; Heb. 13:10–14.

4:5 thanksgiving with leaven. The use of leaven is sig-
nificant. Peace with God is something which the believer
shares with God. Christ is our peace offering (Eph.
2:13–18). Any thanksgiving for peace must, first of all, pre-
sent Him. In Lev. 7:12 this is seen, in type, and so leaven is
excluded. In Lev. 7:13 it is the offerer who gives thanks for
his participation in the peace; so leaven fitly signifies that,
although he has peace with God through the work of an-
other, the offerer still has evil in him. This is illustrated in
Amos 4:5, where the evil in Israel is before God.



And you were like a firebrand
plucked from the burning;

Yet you have not returned to
Me,”

Says the LORD.
12“Therefore thus will I do to you,

O Israel;
Because I will do this to you,

gPrepare to meet your God, 
O Israel!”

13 For behold,
He who forms mountains,
And creates the wind,
Who hdeclares to man what

his* thought is,
And makes the morning

darkness,
Who treads the high places of

the earth—
The LORD God of hosts is His

name.

III. God Pleads with Israel
to Return to Him, 5:1–15

5HEAR this word which I take up
against you, a lamentation, O

house of Israel:
2 The virgin of Israel has fallen;

She will rise no more.
She lies forsaken on her land;
There is ino one to raise her up.

3For thus says the Lord GOD:

“The city that goes out by a
thousand

Shall have a hundred left,
And that which goes out by a

hundred
Shall have ten left to the house

of Israel.”
4For thus says the LORD to the

house of Israel:

“Seek j Me and live;
5 But do not seek kBethel,

Nor enter Gilgal,
Nor pass over to Beersheba;
For Gilgal shall surely go into

captivity,

You children of Israel!”
Says the Lord GOD.

Unheeded chastening
6“Also I gave you cleanness of

teeth in all your cities.
And alack of bread in all your

places;
bYet you have not returned to

Me,”
Says the LORD.

7“I also withheld rain from you,
When there were still three

months to the harvest.
I made it rain on one city,
I withheld rain from another

city.
One part was rained upon,
And where it did not rain the

part withered.
8 So two or three cities wandered

to another city to drink
water,

But they were not satisfied;
Yet you have not returned to

Me,”
Says the LORD.

9“I blasted you with blight and
mildew.

When your gardens increased,
Your vineyards,
Your fig trees,
And your olive trees,
The clocust devoured them;
Yet you have not returned to

Me,”
Says the LORD.

10“I sent among you a plague after
the manner of dEgypt;

Your young men I killed with a
sword,

Along with your captive
ehorses;

I made the stench of your camps
come up into your nostrils;

Yet you have not returned to
Me,”

Says the LORD.
11“I overthrew some of you,

As God foverthrew Sodom and
Gomorrah,

4:12

g 4:2; cp. Jer.
5:22; Matt.
24:44

4:13

h Ps. 139:2; Dan.
2:28,30

5:2

i Cp. Amos 9:11

5:4

j v. 6; Deut. 4:29;
2 Chr. 15:2; Jer.
29:13

5:5

k Amos 3:14; 4:4

4:6

a Deut. 11:17;
Hag. 1:6

b vv. 8-9; 2 Chr.
28:22; Jer. 5:3;
Hag. 2:17; cp.
Heb. 12:9

4:9

c Joel 1:4

4:10

d Deut. 28:60

e Cp. 2 Kin. 13:7

4:11

f Gen. 19:24-25;
Is. 13:19; Jer.
49:18; Lam. 4:6

1220 AMOS 4:6—5:5

*4:13 Or His

Sodom and Gomorrah: burning. Cities located in the
Valley of Siddim known for their extreme wickedness
and destroyed by God with fire and brimstone. Only
Lot and his family survived the destruction.

Bethel: house of God. A city in central Palestine
where God renewed his covenant with Jacob. Jacob
built an altar there to mark the place where he spoke
with God.



And Bethel shall come to
nothing.

6 aSeek the LORD and live,
Lest He break out like fire in

the house of Joseph,
And devour it,
With no one to quench it in

Bethel—
7 You who turn justice to

wormwood,
And lay righteousness to rest in

the earth!”
8 He made the Pleiades and

bOrion;
He turns the shadow of death

into morning
And makes the day dark as

night;
He calls for the waters of the sea
And pours them out on the face

of the earth;
The LORD is His name.

9 He rains ruin upon the strong,
So that fury comes upon the

fortress.
10 They chate the one who

rebukes in the gate,
And they abhor the one who

speaks uprightly.
11 dTherefore, because you tread

down the poor
And take grain taxes from him,
Though you have ebuilt houses

of hewn stone,
Yet you shall not dwell in them;
You have planted pleasant

vineyards,
But you shall not drink wine

from them.
12 For I fknow your manifold

transgressions
And your mighty sins:
Afflicting the just and taking

bribes;
Diverting the poor from justice

at the gate.
13 Therefore the prudent keep

silent at that time,
For it is an evil time.

14 Seek good and not evil,
That you may live;
So the LORD God of hosts will

be with you,
As you have spoken.

15 Hate evil, love good;
Establish justice in the gate.

5:15

g Remnant: v. 15;
Mic. 2:12. (Is.
1:9; Rom. 11:5,
note)

5:18

h Day (of the
LORD): vv. 18-
20; Obad. 15.
(Ps. 2:9; Rev.
19:19, note)

5:21

i Is. 1:11-15;
66:3; Jer. 6:20;
Hos. 9:4; Mic.
6:6-8

5:6

a Is. 55:3,6-7

5:8

b Job 9:9; 38:31

5:10

c Is. 66:5; cp. Jer.
17:16-18

5:11

d Amos 2:6

e Deut. 28:30,38-
39; Mic. 6:15;
Zeph. 1:13;
Hag. 1:6

5:12

f Hos. 5:3

AMOS 5:6–24 1221
It may be that the LORD God of

hosts
Will be gracious to the

gremnant of Joseph.

IV. Some Phenomena in Relation to
the Coming of the LORD, 5:16—9:10

The day of the LORD

16Therefore the LORD God of
hosts, the Lord, says this:

“There shall be wailing in all
streets,

And they shall say in all the
highways,

‘Alas! Alas!’
They shall call the farmer to

mourning,
And skillful lamenters to wailing.

17 In all vineyards there shall be
wailing,

For I will pass through you,”
Says the LORD.

18 Woe to you who desire the
hday of the LORD!

For what good is the day of the
LORD to you?

It will be darkness, and not light.
19 It will be as though a man fled

from a lion,
And a bear met him!
Or as though he went into the

house,
Leaned his hand on the wall,
And a serpent bit him!

20 Is not the day of the LORD
darkness, and not light?

Is it not very dark, with no
brightness in it?

Worship without righteousness
an abomination to the LORD

21“I hate, I despise your feast days,
And I do not isavor your sacred

assemblies.
22 Though you offer Me burnt

offerings and your grain
offerings,

I will not accept them,
Nor will I regard your fattened

peace offerings.
23 Take away from Me the noise

of your songs,
For I will not hear the melody of

your stringed instruments.
24 But let justice run down like

water,



And anoint yourselves with the
best ointments,

But are not grieved for the
affliction of Joseph.

7 Therefore they shall now go
lcaptive as the first of the
captives,

And those who recline at
banquets shall be removed.

8 The Lord GOD has msworn by
Himself,

The LORD God of hosts says:
“I abhor the npride of Jacob,

And hate his palaces;
Therefore I will deliver up the

city
And all that is in it.”

9Then it shall come to pass, that if
oten men remain in one house, they
shall die.

10And when a relative of the
dead, with one who will burn the
bodies, picks up the bodies* to take
them out of the house, he will say
to one inside the house, “Are there
any more with you?” Then some-
one will say, “None.” And he will
say, “Hold your tongue! For we dare
not mention the name of the LORD.”
11 For behold, the LORD gives a

command:
He will break the pgreat house

into bits,
And the little house into pieces.

12 Do horses run on rocks?
Does one plow there with

oxen?
Yet you have turned q justice

into gall,
And the fruit of righteousness

into rwormwood,
13 You who rejoice over Lo

Debar,*
Who say, “Have we not taken

Karnaim* for ourselves
By our own strength?”

And righteousness like a
mighty stream.

25“Did you offer Me asacrifices
and offerings

In the wilderness forty years, 
O house of Israel?

26 You also carried Sikkuth* your
king*

And Chiun,* your idols,
The star of your gods,
Which you made for yourselves.

27 Therefore I will send you into
bcaptivity beyond
Damascus,”

Says the LORD, whose cname is
the God of hosts.

Woe to those at ease in a time
of unrighteousness

6 dWOE to you who are at eease
in Zion,

And ftrust in Mount Samaria,
Notable persons in the chief

nation,
To whom the house of Israel

comes!
2 Go over to Calneh and see;

And from there go to gHamath
the great;

Then go down to Gath of the
Philistines.

Are you better than these
kingdoms?

Or is their territory greater
than your territory?

3 Woe to you who put hfar off the
day of doom,

Who cause the seat of violence
to come near;

4 Who lie on beds of ivory,
Stretch out on your couches,
Eat lambs from the flock
And calves from the midst of

the stall;
5 Who sing idly to the sound of

stringed instruments,
And invent for yourselves

imusical instruments jlike
David;

6 Who kdrink wine from bowls,

6:7

l Amos 5:27

6:8

m Jer. 51:14; Heb.
6:13-17

n Ps. 47:4; Ezek.
24:21; Amos 8:7

6:9

o Cp. Amos 5:3

6:11

p Cp. 2 Kin. 25:9

6:12

q Is. 59:13-14

r Amos 5:7

5:25

a vv. 25-27; Deut.
32:17-19; Neh.
9:18-21; Acts
7:42-43

5:27

b Amos 7:11,17;
Mic. 4:10

c Amos 4:13

6:1

d Luke 6:24

e Ps. 123:4; Is.
32:9-11; Zeph.
1:12

f Is. 31:1; Jer.
49:4

6:2

g 2 Kin. 18:34

6:3

h Is. 56:12; Amos
9:10; Matt.
24:37-39; cp.
2 Pet. 3:3-7

6:5

i Amos 5:23;
8:10; cp. 1 Chr.
15-16

j 1 Chr. 23:5

6:6

k Amos 4:1

1222 AMOS 5:25—6:13

*5:26 A pagan deity * Septuagint and Vulgate
read tabernacle of Moloch. * A pagan deity
*6:10 Literally bones *6:13 Literally Nothing
* Literally Horns, symbol of strength

6:2 Calneh. Or Calno, Is. 10:9; compare Gen. 10:10.
6:4 beds of ivory. The luxury and extravagance in

which the northern kingdom lived have been fully attested
by the archaeological findings of ivory figures and ivory
panels in the homes of ancient Samaria.

6:13 Karnaim. Literally horns. The words “horn” and

“horns” (OT, qeren; NT keras) are used in Scripture both
literally and figuratively. In the latter sense at least three
meanings appear: (1) strength in general (Deut. 33:17);
(2) arrogant pride (Ps. 75:4–5); and (3) political and mili-
tary power (Dan. 8:20–21).



14“But, behold, I will raise up a
nation against you,

O house of Israel,”
Says the LORD God of hosts;

“And they will afflict you from
the entrance of Hamath

To the Valley of the Arabah.”

Warning through visions
(cp. 8:1—9:10)

7THUS the Lord GOD showed
me: Behold, He formed locust

swarms at the beginning of the late
crop; indeed it was the late crop af-
ter the king’s mowings.

2And so it was, when they had
finished eating the grass of the land,
that I said:

“O Lord GOD, forgive, I pray!
Oh, that Jacob may stand,
For he is small!”

3 So the LORD arelented
concerning this.

“It shall not be,” said the LORD.
4Thus the Lord GOD showed me:

Behold, the Lord GOD called for con-
flict by fire, and it consumed the
great deep and devoured the territo-
ry.

5Then I said:

“O Lord GOD, cease, I pray!
Oh, that Jacob may stand,
For he is small!”

6 So the LORD brelented
concerning this.

“This also shall not be,” said the
Lord GOD.

7Thus He showed me: Behold,
the Lord stood on a wall made with
a plumb line, with a plumb line in
His hand.

8And the LORD said to me, “Amos,
what do you see?” And I said, “A
plumb line.” Then the Lord said:

“Behold, I am setting a plumb line
In the midst of My people Israel;
I will not pass by them anymore.

9 The chigh places of Isaac shall
be desolate,

And the sanctuaries of Israel
shall be laid waste.

7:9

d v. 11; 2 Kin.
15:8-10

7:10

e 1 Kin. 12:31-32;
13:33

f 1 Kin. 13:32;
Amos 4:4

g Cp. Jer. 26:8-11;
38:4

7:11

h Amos 5:27; 6:7

7:12

i Cp. Matt. 8:34

7:13

j Cp. Jer. 11:21;
Amos 2:12;
5:10; Acts 4:18

7:14

k Amos 1:1

7:15

l Amos 3:8

7:3

a See Zech. 8:14,
note

7:6

b See Zech. 8:14,
note

7:9

c See Judg. 3:7
and 1 Kin. 3:2,
notes

AMOS 6:14—7:17 1223
I will rise with the sword

dagainst the house of
Jeroboam.”

Amaziah sends accusation against
Amos to Jeroboam

10Then Amaziah the epriest of
fBethel sent to Jeroboam king of Is-
rael, saying, “Amos has gconspired
against you in the midst of the
house of Israel. The land is not able
to bear all his words.

11“For thus Amos has said:

‘ Jeroboam shall die by the sword,
And Israel shall surely be led

away hcaptive
From their own land.’ ”

12Then Amaziah said to Amos:

“Go, i you seer!
Flee to the land of Judah.
There eat bread,
And there prophesy.

13 But jnever again prophesy at
Bethel,

For it is the king’s sanctuary,
And it is the royal residence.”

The answer of Amos
14Then Amos answered, and said

to Amaziah:

“I was no prophet,
Nor was I a son of a prophet,
But I was a ksheepbreeder*

And a tender of sycamore fruit.
15 Then the LORD took me as I

followed the flock,
And the LORD said to me,

‘Go, lprophesy to My people
Israel.’

16 Now therefore, hear the word
of the LORD:

You say, ‘Do not prophesy
against Israel,

And do not spout against the
house of Isaac.’

17“Therefore thus says the LORD:

‘Your wife shall be a harlot in
the city;

*7:14 Compare 2 Kings 3:4

6:14 Arabah. When used with the definite article
only, it refers to the valley which runs from the Sea of
Galilee to the Gulf of Aqabah. South of the Dead Sea the
name is still retained (Wady el-Arabah).

7:8 plumb line. The plumb line is a symbol of judgment
according to righteousness. Compare Is. 28:17; 34:11;
Lam. 2:8.



And everyone mourn who
dwells in it?

All of it shall swell like the
River,*

Heave and subside
Like the River of Egypt.

9“And it shall come to pass in
that day,” says the Lord
GOD,

“That I will make the sun go
down at noon,

And I will darken the earth in
broad daylight;

10 I will turn your feasts into
gmourning,

And all your songs into
lamentation;

I will bring sackcloth on every
waist,

And baldness on every head;
I will make it like mourning for

an only son,
And its end like a bitter day.

11“Behold, the days are coming,”
says the Lord GOD,

“That I will send a famine on
the land,

Not a famine of bread,
Nor a thirst for water,

hBut of hearing the words of the
LORD.

12 They shall wander from sea to
sea,

And from north to east;
They shall run to and fro,

seeking the word of the
LORD,

But shall inot find it.
13“In that day the fair virgins

And strong young men
Shall faint from thirst.

14 Those who swear by the jsin*

of Samaria,
Who say,

‘As your god lives, O Dan!’
And, ‘As the kway of Beersheba

lives!’
They shall fall and never rise

again.”

Your sons and daughters shall
fall by the sword;

Your land shall be divided by
survey line;

You shall die in a adefiled land;
And Israel shall surely be led

away captive
From his own land.’ ”

Basket of summer fruit: Israel’s
impending captivity

8THUS the Lord GOD showed
me: Behold, a bbasket of sum-

mer fruit.
2And He said, “Amos, what do

you see?” So I said, “A basket of
summer fruit.” Then the LORD said
to me:

“The end has come upon My
people Israel;

I will cnot pass by them
anymore.

3 And the songs of the temple
Shall be wailing in that day,”
Says the Lord GOD—

“Many dead bodies everywhere,
They shall be thrown out in

silence.”
4 Hear this, you who swallow up*

the needy,
And make the poor of the land

fail,
5Saying:

“When will the New Moon be
past,

That we may sell grain?
And the Sabbath,
That we may trade wheat?
Making the dephah small and

the shekel large,
Falsifying the scales by edeceit,

6 That we may buy the fpoor for
silver,

And the needy for a pair of
sandals—

Even sell the bad wheat?”
7 The LORD has sworn by the

pride of Jacob:
“Surely I will never forget any of

their works.
8 Shall the land not tremble for

this,

8:10

g Lam. 5:15; Ezek.
7:18

8:11

h Mic. 3:6-7; cp.
1 Sam. 3:1;
28:6; 2 Chr.
15:3

8:12

i Ezek. 7:26; 20:3

8:14

j Hos. 8:5

k Acts 9:2; 18:25;
19:9,23; 24:14

7:17

a 2 Kin. 17:6;
Ezek. 4:13; Hos.
9:3

8:1

b Cp. Jer. 24:1-3

8:2

c Amos 7:8

8:5

d See Measures
and Weights
(OT), 2 Chr.
2:10, note

e Lev. 19:35-36;
Deut. 25:13-15

8:6

f Amos 2:6

1224 AMOS 8:1–14

*8:4 Or trample on (compare 2:7) *8:8 That is,
the Nile; some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint,
Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate read River (compare
9:5); Masoretic Text reads the light. *8:14 Or
Ashima, a Syrian goddess

8:1 summer fruit. That is, soon to perish.



The final prophecy of dispersion
(cp. v. 9 and Deut. 28:63–68)

9I SAW the Lord standing by the
altar, and He said:

“Strike the doorposts, that the
thresholds may shake,

And break them on the heads
of them all.

I will slay the last of them with
the sword.

He who flees from them shall
not get away,

And he who escapes from them
shall not be delivered.

2“Though a they dig into bhell,*
From there My hand shall take

them;
cThough they climb up to

heaven,
From there I will bring them

down;
3 And though they dhide

themselves on top of
Carmel,

From there I will search and
take them;

Though they hide from My sight
at the bottom of the sea,

From there I will command the
serpent, and it shall bite
them;

4 Though they go into captivity
before their enemies,

From there I will command the
sword,

And it shall slay them.
I will set My eyes on them for

eharm and not for good.”
5 The Lord GOD of hosts,

He who touches the earth and
it melts,

And all who dwell there mourn;
All of it shall swell like the River,
And subside like the River of

Egypt.
6 He who builds His layers in the

sky,

9:6

f Amos 4:13; 5:27

9:7

g Cp. Is. 20:4

9:8

h Jer. 30:11

9:9

i See Ps. 72:1,
note

j Is. 65:8-16

9:10

k Is. 28:15; Jer.
5:12

9:11

l vv. 11-12; Acts
15:16-17

m Kingdom (OT):
vv. 11-15; Mic.
4:1. (Gen. 1:26;
Zech. 12:8,
note)

9:2

a Ps. 139:8; Jer.
23:24

b See Hab. 2:5,
note

c Job 20:6; Jer.
51:53; Obad. 4;
Matt. 11:23

9:3

d Jer. 23:24

9:4

e Jer. 21:10;
39:16; 44:11

AMOS 9:1–11 1225
And has founded His strata in

the earth;
Who calls for the waters of the

sea,
And pours them out on the face

of the earth—
The LORD is His fname.

7“Are you not like the people of
gEthiopia to Me,

O children of Israel?” says the
LORD.

“Did I not bring up Israel from
the land of Egypt,

The Philistines from Caphtor,
And the Syrians from Kir?

8“Behold, the eyes of the Lord
GOD are on the sinful
kingdom,

And I will destroy it from the
face of the earth;

Yet I will hnot utterly destroy
the house of Jacob,”

Says the LORD.
9“For surely I will command,

And will isift the house of Israel
among all nations,

As grain is sifted in a sieve;
jYet not the smallest grain shall

fall to the ground.
10 All the sinners of My people

shall die by the sword,
Who say, ‘The calamity shall

knot overtake nor confront
us.’

V. The Final Restoration
of Israel, 9:11–15

The LORD’s second advent and the
re-establishment of the Davidic kingdom
11“On that lday I will raise up

The tabernacle* of mDavid,
which has fallen down,

And repair its damages;
I will raise up its ruins,

*9:2 Or Sheol *9:11 Literally booth, figure of a
deposed dynasty

9:1 the Lord standing. The position of the Lord (Ado-
nai) is significant. The altar usually speaks of mercy
through judgment upon a substitutionary sacrifice (com-
pare John 12:31–33), but when altar and sacrifice are de-
spised, the altar becomes a place of judgment only.

Carmel: park. A town in the hill country of Judah.
Home of Nabal and Abigail.

9:5 River. That is, the Nile.

9:11 Amos’s single prophecy of future blessing (9:11–
15) details 

(1) the restoration of the Davidic dynasty (v. 11); 
(2) the conversion of the nations (v. 12); 
(3) the fruitfulness of the land (v. 13); 
(4) Israel’s return from captivity (v. 14); 
(5) the rebuilding of the waste cities (v. 14); and
(6) Israel’s permanent settlement in the holy land (v. 15).
9:11 has fallen down. The Davidic monarchy, pictured



And all the hills shall flow with
it.

14 I will bbring back the captives
of My people Israel;

They shall build the waste
cities and inhabit them;

They shall plant vineyards and
drink wine from them;

They shall also make gardens
and eat fruit from them.

15 c I will plant them in their 
land,

And no longer shall they be
pulled up

From the land I have given
them,”

Says the LORD your God.

And rebuild it as in the days of
old;

12 That they may possess the
remnant of aEdom,

And all the Gentiles who are
called by My name,”

Says the LORD who does this
thing.

Israel’s restoration in the kingdom
13“Behold, the days are coming,”

says the LORD,
“When the plowman shall

overtake the reaper,
And the treader of grapes him

who sows seed;
The mountains shall drip with

sweet wine,

9:14

b Is. 60:4

9:15

c Is. 60:21; Jer.
32:41; Ezek.
34:28; 37:25;
Joel 3:20

9:12

a Is. 11:14

1226 AMOS 9:12–15

by a tabernacle (literally “booth”), was in a degraded con-
dition. Compare Is. 11:1. On the basis of this verse the Tal-
mudic rabbis called Messiah Bar Naphli (“the son of the
fallen”). But He will arise (Mal. 4:2).

9:12 The ancient Greek translation rendered this verse
as follows: “That the rest of mankind may seek [the LORD],
and all the nations upon whom My name is called,” says
the LORD, who does all these things. Strange as it may seem
to those who are unfamiliar with the Hebrew language, the
Hebrew text may be rendered this way, with little more

than the change of one letter. The corruption of this letter
must have occurred after the time of the apostles, for James
thus quoted the verse at the Jerusalem Council, and based
his decision upon it (Acts 15:14–17). There were learned
men present, some of them hostile to his view, who would
certainly have shouted him down if he had based his deci-
sion upon a reading different from that which existed in the
then current Hebrew manuscripts.

9:13 overtake. That is, there will be continuous pro-
ductivity.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Obadiah Doom of Edom 6th Cent. B.C.

Background
Obadiah is completely unknown, apart from the meaning of his name (servant or worshiper of the LORD). The date of his
prophecy is not certain, but internal evidence seems best to point to about 585 B.C., the year after the destruction of
Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon. Some scholars suggest a much earlier date, however, that is, around
the ninth century.

The book, which in literary form is a “doom song,” has a single theme—judgment upon Edom, the nation descended
from Esau. In Obadiah’s time Sela (later called Petra) was the capital of Edom. Its unique ruins, cut out of solid cliffs of
rose-colored rock and long hidden in the arid regions south of the Dead Sea, were discovered in A.D. 1812 and stand as
a silent witness to the fulfillment of the prophecy.

Outline
The book may be divided as follows:

I. The Pronouncement of Doom upon Edom verses 1–9
II. The Cause of This Doom verses 10–14

III. Edom in the Day of the LORD verses 15–21
A. Judgment Upon Edom verses 15–16
B. Deliverance for the House of Jacob verses 17–21

THE BOOK OF

O B A D I A H



6“Oh, how Esau shall be searched
out!

How his hidden treasures shall
be sought after!

7 All the men in your
confederacy

Shall force you to the border;
The men at peace with you
Shall deceive you and prevail

against you.
Those who eat your bread shall

lay a trap* for you.
No one is aware of it.

8“Will e I not in that day,” says
the LORD,

“Even destroy the wise men
from fEdom,

And understanding from the
mountains of Esau?

9 Then your mighty men,
O gTeman, shall be
dismayed,

To the end that everyone from
the mountains of Esau

May be cut off by slaughter.

II. The Cause of This Doom,
vv. 10–14

10“For hviolence against your
brother Jacob,

Shame shall cover you,
And you shall be icut off

forever.
11 In the day that you jstood on

the other side—
In the day that strangers carried

captive his forces,
When foreigners entered his

gates
And cast lots for Jerusalem—
Even you were as one of them.

I. The Pronouncement of Doom
upon Edom, vv. 1–9

Introduction.
The deceitfulness of pride

THE VISION of Obadiah.

Thus says the Lord GOD
aconcerning Edom

(We have heard a report from
the LORD,

And a messenger has been sent
among the nations, saying,

“Arise, and let us rise up against
her for battle”):

2“Behold, I will make you small
among the nations;

You shall be greatly despised.
3 The bpride of your heart has

deceived you,
You who dwell in the clefts of

the rock,
Whose habitation is high;
You who say in your heart,

‘Who will bring me down to the
ground?’

4 Though you ascend as high as
the eagle,

And though you set your nest
among the stars,

From there I will cbring you
down,” says the LORD.

5“If thieves had come to you,
If robbers by night—
Oh, how you will be cut off!—
Would they not have stolen till

they had enough?
If dgrape-gatherers had come to

you,
Would they not have left some

gleanings?

8

e See Jer. 49:7,
note

f See Gen. 36:1,
note

9

g Gen. 36:11;
1 Chr. 1:45; Job
2:11; Jer. 49:20

10

h Ezek. 25:12-13

i Joel 3:19

11

j Ps. 83:5-8

1

a vv. 1-9,15-16;
Jer. 25:21; 49:7-
22; Ezek. 25:12-
14; 35:1-15;
Joel 3:19; Amos
1:11-12

3

b Jer. 49:16; cp.
Ezek. 28:2

4

c Mal. 1:4; cp. Is.
14:12-15

5

d Jer. 49:9
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*v.7 Or wound, or plot

1 Edom. The enmity between Jacob and Esau (Gen.
36), the founder of Edom, persisted through the centuries
(Ex. 15:15; Num. 20:14ff.; Ps. 83:6; Is. 63:1–6; Joel 3:19;
etc.). The sin of Edom was pride (v. 3), which led to viola-
tion of the bond between brothers (vv. 10–14).

Obadiah: worshiper of Jehovah. A minor prophet who
prophesied against Edom.

3 clefts. The allusion is to Petra, the great cliff-city
which, in Obadiah’s time, was called Sela. See Introduction.

Esau: hairy. The oldest son of Isaac and Rebekah who
was tricked by his brother into selling him the birth-
right. He was later also deprived of the family blessing.

9 Teman. Teman was noted for its wisdom, Jer. 49:7.

9 slaughter. The destruction described here (compare
Jer. 49:7–22; Ezek. 25:12–14) was probably at the hands of
the Arabs. As a result Edom was almost devoid of popula-
tion during the Persian period. The presence of Arabs in
the neighborhood is shown by the aggression of Geshem,
the Arab, the enemy of Nehemiah (Neh. 6:1–2). Later a
mixture of Arabs with the remainder of the Edomites be-
came quite a factor in the region of Petra, the former capi-
tal of Edom, establishing there a kingdom called the
Nabataean kingdom, as well as in southern Palestine,
which was largely in the hands of the Edomites. The
Greeks and Romans called the Edomites Idumeans, anoth-
er form of the same name. King Herod was an Edomite.

11 carried captive his forces. Probably the deportation
by Nebuchadnezzar, about 586 B.C.



12“But you should not have gazed
on the day of your brother

In the day of his captivity;*
Nor should you have arejoiced

over the children of Judah
In the day of their destruction;
Nor should you have spoken

proudly
In the day of distress.

13 You should not have entered
the gate of My people

In the day of their calamity.
Indeed, you should not have

gazed on their affliction
In the day of their calamity,
Nor laid hands on their

substance
In the day of their calamity.

14 You should not have stood at
the crossroads

To cut off those among them
who escaped;

Nor should you have delivered
up those among them who
remained

In the day of distress.

III. Edom in the Day
of the LORD, vv. 15–21

15“For the bday of the LORD cupon
all the nations is near;

As you have done, it shall be
done to you;

Your reprisal shall return upon
your own head.

16 For as you drank on my holy
mountain,

So shall all the nations drink
continually;

Yes, they shall drink, and
swallow,

And they shall be as though
they had never been.

17

d Joel 2:32

18

e vv. 9,10,16; cp.
Is. 63:1-6

19

f Is. 11:14; Amos
9:12

g Zeph. 2:7

20

h See Gen. 12:9,
note

21

i See Zech. 12:8
and 1 Cor.
15:24, notes

j Ps. 22:28; Dan.
2:44; 7:14;
Zech. 14:9; Rev.
11:15

12

a Ezek. 35:15;
36:5

15

b Day (of the
LORD): vv. 15-
21; Zeph. 1:7.
(Ps. 2:9; Rev.
19:19, note)

c Armageddon
(battle of): vv.
15-18; Zeph.
3:8. (Is. 10:27;
Rev. 19:17,
note)
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Future deliverance for Jacob;

judgment on Esau
17“But on Mount Zion there shall

be ddeliverance,
And there shall be holiness;
The house of Jacob shall

possess their possessions.
18 The house of Jacob shall be a

fire,
And the house of Joseph a

flame;
But the house of Esau shall be

stubble;
They shall kindle them and

devour them,
And no survivor shall remain of

the ehouse of Esau,”
For the LORD has spoken.

19 The South fshall possess the
mountains of Esau,

gAnd the Lowland shall possess
Philistia.

They shall possess the fields of
Ephraim

And the fields of Samaria.
Benjamin shall possess Gilead.

20 And the captives of this host of
the children of Israel

Shall possess the land of the
Canaanites

As far as Zarephath.
The captives of Jerusalem who

are in Sepharad
Shall possess the cities of the

hSouth.
21 Then saviors shall come to

Mount Zion
To judge the mountains of Esau,
And the ikingdom shall be the

jLORD’S.
*v.12 Literally on the day he became a foreigner

17 there shall be holiness. Here Obadiah points to the
essential element of the Messianic kingdom. Because the
LORD’s kingdom must be a holy kingdom, man who is by
himself unholy can never establish it. Only the Holy One
of Israel can set up a holy kingdom.

18 Esau. Edom will be revived (compare Is. 11:14) in
the latter days.

19 The South translates the Hebrew word Negev, which
is based on a word meaning “to be dry.” It is a geographi-
cal term which refers to a specific section of Palestine (e.g.
Gen. 13:1) located between Debir and the Arabian Desert.
It is an arid region most of the year. Since this area was
south of the larger part of Israel, the word also came to be

used to denote that direction (compare Gen. 13:14; Dan.
8:4,9; 11:5, etc.). Lowland. The “lowland” or Shephelah
is a section of the Holy Land bounded on the north by the
Valley of Aijalon, on the west by the Maritime Plain, on the
east by the Central Plateau, and reaching to Beersheba in
the south. It is characterized by low, rounded chalk hills di-
vided by several broad valleys.

21 Saviors or deliverers on the earth, as in Judg. 3:9,15,
will serve under the Lord Jesus Christ, the King of kings
(Rev. 19:16; compare also Rev. 20:4). This final verse is
clearly Messianic. Short though his book is, Obadiah con-
cludes, as do so many of the other prophets, with the
promise of future deliverance for Israel in the kingdom.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Jonah God’s Mercy 8th Cent. B.C.

Background
Jonah was a prophet of Israel who lived about the time of Jeroboam II (2 Kings 14:25). His name means dove, and he oc-
cupies a unique place as the first foreign missionary. The historical character of Jonah’s preservation in the great fish and
his preaching to the inhabitants of Nineveh is attested by Christ, who likens the prophet’s experience to His own burial
and resurrection (Matthew 12:38–42).

A masterpiece of condensed narration, this book has suffered from overemphasis upon the miracle of the great fish (see
1:17, note). However, neither deletion nor rationalization solves the difficulty of the miracle which remains an object of
faith, not explanation. The Book of Jonah is full of the supernatural; aside from the great fish, there are the vine, the worm,
the east wind, and, greatest of all, the repentance of the entire city of Nineveh.

God’s Relationship with Man
Jonah’s character and God’s dealing with him foreshadow the subsequent history of the nation of Israel: outside the land,
a trouble to the Gentiles, yet witnessing to them; cast out, but miraculously preserved; in future deepest distress calling
upon the LORD as Savior, finding deliverance and then becoming missionaries to the Gentiles (Zechariah 8:7–23). But
chiefly Jonah typifies Christ as the Sent-One, raised from the dead, and carrying salvation to the Gentiles.

Outline
The book may be divided as follows:

I. The Disobedience and Flight of Jonah 1:1–11
A. Introduction 1:1
B. Jonah Flees from the Lord 1:2–11

1. God’s Commission 1:2
2. Jonah’s Disobedience 1:3
3. The Storm 1:4–11

II. Jonah and the Great Fish 1:12—2:10
A. Jonah Swallowed by the Fish 1:12–17
B. Jonah’s Prayer 2:1–9
C. The Lord’s Answer 2:10

III. The Greatest Revival in History 3:1–10
A. Jonah’s Obedience 3:1–3
B. Nineveh’s Repentance 3:4–10

IV. The Wideness of God’s Mercy 4:1–11
A. Jonah’s Displeasure 4:1–3
B. Jonah Rebuked by the Lord 4:4–11

THE BOOK OF

J O N A H



I. The Disobedience
and Flight of Jonah, 1:1–11

Introduction

1NOW the word of the LORD
came to aJonah the son of Amit-

tai, saying,

Jonah flees from the LORD

2“Arise, go to bNineveh, that
cgreat city, and cry out against it; for
their wickedness has come up be-
fore Me.”

3But Jonah arose to flee to Tar-
shish from the presence of the
LORD. He went down to Joppa, and
found a ship going to dTarshish; so
he paid the fare, and went down
into it, to go with them to Tarshish
efrom the presence of the LORD.

4But the LORD sent out a great
fwind on the sea, and there was a
mighty tempest on the sea, so that
the ship was about to be broken up.

5Then the mariners were afraid;
and every man cried out to his god,
and threw the cargo that was in the
ship into the sea, to lighten the
load.* But Jonah had gone down
into the lowest parts of the ship,
had lain down, and was fast asleep.

6So the captain came to him, and
said to him, “What do you mean,
sleeper? Arise, call on your God;
perhaps your God will consider us,
so that we may not perish.”

7And they said to one another,
“Come, let us cast g lots, that we
may know for whose cause this
trouble has come upon us.” So they
cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah.

8Then they said to him, “Please
tell us! For whose cause is this trou-

1:9

h Neh. 9:6; Ps.
146:6; Acts
17:24

1:12

i Cp. 2 Sam.
24:17

1:13

j Prov. 21:30

1:14

k Cp. Gen. 9:5-6

l Dan. 4:35

1:15

m Ps. 107:29

1:1

a 2 Kin. 14:25;
Matt. 12:39-41;
16:4; Luke
11:29-30,32

1:2

b Is. 37:37; see
Nah. 1:1, note

c Gen. 10:11-12;
Jon. 4:11; see
Jon. 3:3, note

1:3

d Is. 23:1

e Gen. 4:16; Job
1:12; 2:7; cp.
Ps. 139:7-10

1:4

f Ps. 107:25-28

1:7

g Prov. 16:33
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ble upon us? What is your occupa-
tion? And where do you come from?
What is your country? And of what
people are you?”

9So he said to them, “I am a He-
brew; and I fear the LORD, the God
of heaven, hwho made the sea and
the dry land.”

10Then the men were exceedingly
afraid, and said to him, “Why have
you done this?” For the men knew
that he fled from the presence of the
LORD, because he had told them.

11Then they said to him, “What
shall we do to you that the sea may
be calm for us?”—for the sea was
growing more tempestuous.

II. Jonah and
the Great Fish, 1:12—2:10

Jonah swallowed by the fish
12And he said to them, “Pick ime

up and throw me into the sea; then
the sea will become calm for you.
For I know that this great tempest is
because of me.”

13Nevertheless the men rowed
hard to return to land, but they could
jnot, for the sea continued to grow
more tempestuous against them.

14Therefore they cried out to the
LORD and said, “We pray, O LORD,
please do not let us perish for this
man’s life, and do not charge us
with innocent kblood; for You, O
LORD, have done as it lpleased
You.”

15So they picked up Jonah and
threw him into the sea, and the sea
mceased from its raging.

16Then the men feared the LORD

*1:5 Literally from upon them

1:1 Jonah. The prophet’s home was Gath Hepher of
Zebulun (2 Kin. 14:25), north of Nazareth in Galilee. Com-
pare the misstatement quoted in John 7:52.

Jonah: dove. A minor prophet who ran from God’s call.
Famous for surviving being swallowed by a great fish.

1:2 Nineveh, the capital of the ancient Assyrian Empire,
was noted for its cruelty and violence (Jon. 3:8). This is
confirmed by the ancient records found there. Under the
preaching of Jonah in the eighth century B.C., the city and
king had turned to God (Jon. 3:3–10). But in the time of
Nahum, a century or more later, the city had wholly de-
parted from God. The message of Nahum, therefore,
though given perhaps a generation before the destruction

of the city, is not a call to repentance but an unrelieved
warning of judgment (1:9; 3:10). Such is the way of God;
light rejected brings destruction.

Nineveh: The capital of Assyria. Jonah was sent here
to tell the people to repent of their wickedness.

1:3 Joppa. The place of Peter’s vision, Acts 10:5.

Tarshish: a city of a distant land, possibly Spain, that
was rich in metals.

1:4 sent out. Literally hurled. Compare Ps. 148:8.
1:5 mariners. Probably the famous Phoenicians.
1:9 fear. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expression

meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.



I remembered the LORD;
And my prayer went up to You,
Into Your holy temple.

8“Those who regard worthless
idols

Forsake their own Mercy.
9 But I will sacrifice to You

With the voice of thanksgiving;
I will pay what I have ivowed.
Salvation is of the jLORD.”

10So the LORD spoke to the fish,
and it vomited Jonah onto dry land.

III. The Greatest Revival in History, 3

Nineveh repents and is spared

3NOW the word of the LORD
came to Jonah the second time,

saying,
2“Arise, go to kNineveh, that

great city, and preach to it the mes-
sage that I tell you.”

3So Jonah arose and went to Nin-
eveh, according to the word of the
LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceed-
ingly great city, a three-day journey
in extent.

4And Jonah began to enter the
city on the first day’s walk. Then he
cried out and said, “Yet forty days,
and Nineveh shall be overthrown!”

5So the lpeople of Nineveh mbe-
lieved God, proclaimed a fast, and
put on sackcloth, from the greatest
to the least of them.

6Then word came to the king of
Nineveh; and he arose from his
throne and laid aside his robe, cov-
ered himself with sackcloth and sat
in ashes.

7And he caused it to be pro-
claimed and published throughout

exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice
to the LORD and took vows.

17Now the LORD had prepared a
agreat fish to swallow Jonah. And Jo-
nah was in the belly of the fish
bthree days and three nights.

Jonah’s prayer; the LORD’s answer

2THEN Jonah cprayed to the LORD
his God from the fish’s belly.

2And he said:

“I dcried out to the LORD
because of my affliction,

And He answered me.

“Out of the belly of eSheol I cried,
And You heard my voice.

3 For You cast me into the deep,
Into the heart of the seas,
And the floods surrounded me;
All Your fbillows and Your

waves passed over me.
4 Then I gsaid, ‘I have been cast

out of Your sight;
Yet I will look again toward

Your holy temple.’
5 The hwaters surrounded me,

even to my soul;
The deep closed around me;
Weeds were wrapped around

my head.
6 I went down to the moorings of

the mountains;
The earth with its bars closed

behind me forever;
Yet You have brought up my life

from the pit,
O LORD, my God.

7“When my soul fainted within
me,

2:9

i Eccl. 5:4-5

j Jer. 3:23

3:2

k See Nah. 1:1,
note

3:5

l Matt. 12:41

m Faith: v. 5; Hab.
2:4. (Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

1:17

a Miracles (OT):
1:17-2:10. (Gen.
5:24; Jon. 1:17,
note)

b Matt. 12:40

2:1

c Bible prayers
(OT): vv. 1-9;
Hab. 3:1. (Gen.
15:2; Hab. 3:1,
note)

2:2

d Ps. 18:4-6;
120:1; 130:1;
142:1; Lam.
3:55-56

e Ps. 86:13; 88:1-
7; see Hab. 2:5,
note

2:3

f Ps. 42:7

2:4

g Ps. 31:22

2:5

h Ps. 69:1; Lam.
3:54
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1:17 prepared. Literally appointed, ordered. Jon. 4:6,7,8.
2:1 prayed. That Jonah prayed implies that he was alive

and conscious. The prayer is full of passages from the
Psalms, indicating that Jonah had stored the Word of God
in his heart. Compare Rom. 15:4.

2:9 Salvation is of the LORD. The theme of the Bible.
3:3 Nineveh was one of the greatest cities of ancient

times. So large was its metropolitan area that it would take
three days to go through it. This statement in Jonah was
much questioned before the rise of modern archaeology.
Excavations in Mesopotamia have fully confirmed the
statements in Jonah, Nahum, and other parts of the OT
about the greatness of Nineveh. Yet in 612 B.C. Nineveh
was so completely destroyed by its enemies that even its
location was forgotten. See 3:4, note.

1:17 MIRACLES OF THE 
OLD TESTAMENT, SUMMARY

No other miracle of Scripture has called forth so much
unbelief. It has been claimed that a whale could not
swallow a man, yet types of whales have been found
that could easily do so. However, the word used here,
like the one in Matt. 12:40, does not mean whale but
sea monster, possibly the whale shark or rhinodon, the
largest of all fish, sometimes attaining a length of sev-
enty feet. The real miracle is not the swallowing but the
fact that Jonah was alive when he was cast out of the
great fish on to the dry land. After all, a miracle is what
might be expected of divine love, interposing for good
in a physically and morally disordered universe (Rom.
8:19–23).



Nineveh by the adecree of the king
and his nobles, saying,

Let neither man nor beast,
herd nor flock, taste anything;
do not let them eat, or drink
water.

8 But let man and beast be
covered with sackcloth, and
cry mightily to God; yes, let
every one turn from his evil
way and from the violence that
is in his hands.

9 Who can tell bif God will turn
and crelent, and turn away
from His fierce anger, so that
we may not perish?

10Then God saw their works, that
they turned from their evil way; and
God drelented from the disaster that

3:10

e Jer. 18:8

4:1

f Cp. Luke 15:28

3:7

a Dan. 3:29

3:9

b Dan. 4:27; Joel
2:14; Amos 5:15

c See Zech. 8:14,
note

3:10

d See Zech. 8:14,
note
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He had said He would bring upon
them, and He did enot do it.

IV. The Wideness of God’s Mercy, 4

Jonah’s displeasure

4BUT it displeased Jonah exceed-
ingly, and he became fangry.

2So he prayed to the LORD, and
said, “Ah, LORD, was not this what I
said when I was still in my country?

3:10 He did not do it. This is the greatest revival in
recorded history; no physical miracle in this book com-
pares with the marvel and extent of this spiritual miracle.

4:1 displeased Jonah. The old nature resists the display
of God’s grace to any of His creatures. An example is Jo-
nah’s own admission in 4:2.

3:4 THE MESSAGE OF JONAH

The message of Jonah, as is so often the case in prophet-
ic books, was ethically conditioned. If Nineveh repented,
it would be spared; if it refused, it was to be destroyed.

Since God knew that Nineveh would ultimately reject
His Word and would turn to even greater wickedness
than before, the prediction of destruction is given in ab-
solute form. Never was a city more terribly destroyed
than was Nineveh. The whole Book of Nahum is devot-
ed to predicting this terrible utter destruction. The forty-
day element was ethically conditioned, and the time was
lengthened at the occurrence of the great temporary re-
vival described here in ch. 3. Compare the similar post-
ponement of a predicted catastrophe in 1 Kin. 21:29.
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day God prepared a worm, and it so
damaged the plant that it withered.

8And it happened, when the sun
arose, that God prepared a vehe-
ment east wind; and the sun beat
on Jonah’s head, so that he grew
faint. Then he wished death for
himself, and said, “It is better for
me to die than to live.”

9Then God said to Jonah, “Is it
right for you to be angry about the
plant?” And he said, “It is right for
me to be angry, even to death!”

10But the LORD said, “You have
had pity on the plant for which you
have not labored, nor made it grow,
which came up in a night and per-
ished in a night.

11“And should I not pity eNin-
eveh, that fgreat city, in which are
more than one hundred and twenty
thousand persons who cannot dis-
cern between their right hand and
their left—and much livestock?”

Therefore I fled previously to Tar-
shish; for I know that You are a agra-
cious and merciful God, slow to
anger and abundant in lovingkind-
ness, One who brelents from doing
harm.

3“Therefore now, O LORD, please
take my life from me, for it is better
for me to die than to live!”

Jonah rebuked by the LORD

4Then the LORD said, “Is it right
for you to be cangry?”

5So Jonah went out of the city and
dsat on the east side of the city.
There he made himself a shelter
and sat under it in the shade, till he
might see what would become of
the city.

6And the LORD God prepared a
plant* and made it come up over Jo-
nah, that it might be shade for his
head to deliver him from his misery.
So Jonah was very grateful for the
plant.

7But as morning dawned the next

4:11

e See Nah. 1:1,
note

f See Jon. 3:3,
note

4:2

a Ex. 34:6; Ps.
86:5; Joel 2:13

b See Zech. 8:14,
note

4:4

c Cp. Matt. 20:15

4:5

d Cp. 1 Kin. 19:9-
13

1234 JONAH 4:3–11

*4:6 Hebrew kikayon, exact identity unknown

4:6 prepared. Four prepared things. Compare Jon.
1:17; 4:7,8.

4:10 In these last verses the great missionary lesson of
the book is sharply drawn: Are the souls of men not worth

as much as a vine? Like Jonah, God’s people today are of-
ten more concerned about the material benefits so freely
bestowed upon us by God than about the destiny of a lost
world.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Micah Judgment and Kingdom 8th Cent. B.C.

Background
Micah, whose name means Who is like the LORD?, prophesied in the eighth century B.C. as a contemporary of Isaiah
(compare 1:1 with Isaiah 1:1). He came from the small town of Moresheth, about twenty miles southwest of Jerusalem.
There are many similarities between passages in Isaiah and Micah (compare Micah 4:1–5 with Isaiah 2:2–4). Jeremiah
mentions Micah by name (Jeremiah 26:18) and relates him to the reign of Hezekiah, and our Lord quotes Micah 7:6 in
Matthew 10:35–36. Samaria, Jerusalem, all Judah, Israel, and the nations are the subject of the prophecy. Assyria is the
prominent foreign power. The messages are particularly to the capital cities, Samaria and Jerusalem, as the centers of in-
fluence in the nation. God pleads with Israel and Judah to turn to Him from their sin, setting forth the Assyrian as the rod
of His wrath, and He concludes with promises of future glory under the Messiah and His righteous reign.

Outline
The book may be divided as follows:

I. Condemnation and Captivity 1:1—2:13
A. Introduction 1:1
B. Judgment Upon Israel 1:2–5
C. Prediction of Assyria’s Victory 1:6–16
D. Reasons for Judgment 2:1–11
E. Deliverance Promised 2:12–13

II. Reproof, and Restoration in the Kingdom 3:1—5:15
A. Faithless Leaders Rebuked 3:1–8
B. Prediction of Jerusalem’s Destruction 3:9–12
C. Vision of Earth’s Golden Age 4:1–5
D. Israel to be Regathered 4:6–8
E. Intervening Babylonian Captivity 4:9–10
F. Armageddon Predicted 4:11–13
G. Birth and Rejection of the King 5:1–2
H. Interval Between the Rejection and the Return of the King 5:3–15

III. Pleading, and Assurance of Mercy 6:1—7:20
A. The Lord’s Past and Present Controversy with Israel 6:1–5
B. The Lord’s Requirements 6:6–16
C. The Prophet’s Confession of the Truth of the Lord’s Indictment 7:1–6
D. Submission to the Lord 7:7–9
E. Ascription of Praise 7:10–20
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What is the transgression of
Jacob?

Is it not Samaria?
And what are the dhigh places

of Judah?
Are they not Jerusalem?

Assyria will destroy Samaria and
reach the gate of Jerusalem

6“Therefore I will make Samaria a
heap of ruins in the field,

Places for planting a vineyard;
I will pour down her stones

into the valley,
And I will uncover her

foundations.
7 All her carved images shall be

beaten to pieces,
And all her epay as a harlot shall

be burned with the fire;
All her idols I will lay desolate,
For she gathered it from the

fpay of a harlot,
And they shall return to the pay

of a harlot.”
8 Therefore I will wail and howl,

I will go stripped and naked;
I will make a wailing like the

g jackals
And a mourning like the ostriches,

9 For her wounds are incurable.

I. Condemnation and Captivity, 1—2

Introduction

1THE word of the LORD that came
to aMicah of Moresheth in the

days of bJotham, Ahaz, and Hezeki-
ah, kings of Judah, which he saw
concerning Samaria and Jerusalem.

Judgment on Israel
2 Hear, all you peoples!

Listen, O earth, and all that is
in it!

Let the Lord GOD be a witness
against you,

The Lord from His holy temple.
3 For behold, the LORD is coming

out of His place;
He will come down
And tread on the chigh places

of the earth.
4 The mountains will melt under

Him,
And the valleys will split
Like wax before the fire,
Like waters poured down a

steep place.
5 All this is for the transgression

of Jacob
And for the sins of the house of

Israel.

1:5

d 1 Kin. 15:14;
see Judg. 3:7
and 2 Kin. 3:2,
notes; cp. Amos
4:4, note

1:7

e Hos. 2:5,12

f Deut. 23:18

1:8

g Job 30:29

1:1

a Jer. 26:18

b 2 Kin.
15:5,7,32-38;
2 Chr. 27:1-9;
Is. 1:1; Hos. 1:1

1:3

c Deut. 32:13;
33:29; Amos
4:13

1236 MICAH 1:1–9

Micah: who is like Jehovah. A minor prophet who
prophesied God’s judgment on Israel.

1:3 These words predict Shalmaneser’s destruction of
the northern kingdom, Sennacherib’s invasion, and Nebu-
chadnezzar’s invasion.

1:6 In vv. 6–16 the Assyrian invasion is described. Com-
pare 2 Kin. 17:1–18. This is the local circumstance which
gives rise to the prophecy of the greater invasion in the last
days (4:11–13), when the Lord will deliver His people at
the Battle of Armageddon (Rev. 16:13–16; see Rev. 19:17,
note).

Jacob: supplanter. The younger son of Isaac and Re-
bekah who tricked his brother Esau into selling him
his birthright. He deceived his father in order to re-
ceive the family blessing. Married Leah and Rachel.
Had twelve sons by his wives and concubines. Also
referred to as Israel.

Samaria: guard. The capital of the northern kingdom
of Israel.

1:7 pay as a harlot. This “pay as a harlot” probably was
costly vessels that had been given to heathen temples.

1:13 GEOGRAPHICAL PUNS

Micah cleverly uses puns to convey his message. The puns are a play on the meanings of some of the place names in
Micah 1:10–15.

Name Meaning Phrase played off of
Gath sounds like the Hebrew word for “tell” “Tell it not in Gath” (v. 10a)
Beth Aphrah means “house of dust” “Roll . . . in the dust” (v. 10b)
Moresheth Gath means “possession of Gath” “give presents to” (v. 14)
Achzib means “lie” “shall be a lie to the kings” (v. 14)
Mareshah means “inheritance” “bring an heir” (v. 15)
Adullam means “justice of the people” “the glory of Israel” (v. 15)



For it has come to Judah;
It has come to the gate of My

people—
To Jerusalem.

10 Tell it not in aGath,
Weep not at all;
In Beth Aphrah*

Roll yourself in the dust.
11 Pass by in naked shame, you

inhabitant of Shaphir;
The inhabitant of Zaanan* does

not go out.
Beth Ezel mourns;
Its place to stand is taken away

from you.
12 For the inhabitant of Maroth

pined* for bgood,
But cdisaster came down from

the LORD

To the gate of Jerusalem.
13 O inhabitant of dLachish,

Harness the chariot to the swift
steeds

(She was the beginning of sin
to the daughter of Zion),

1:13

e Ezek. 23:11

1:14

f Josh. 15:44

1:15

g 2 Chr. 11:7

1:16

h Amos 7:11,17;
Mic. 4:10

2:1

i Hos. 7:6-7

j Cp. Prov. 3:27

2:2

k Is. 5:8

l Cp. Ahab and
Naboth, 1 Kin.
21:1-16

2:3

m Ex. 20:5; Jer. 8:3

n Amos 5:13

1:10

a 2 Sam. 1:20

1:12

b Is. 59:9-11

c Amos 3:6

1:13

d Is. 36:2
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For the transgressions of Israel

were efound in you.
14 Therefore you shall give presents

to Moresheth Gath;*
The houses of fAchzib* shall be

a lie to the kings of Israel.
15 I will yet bring an heir to you,

O inhabitant of Mareshah;*
The glory of Israel shall come to

gAdullam.
16 Make yourself bald and cut off

your hair,
Because of your precious

children;
Enlarge your baldness like an

eagle,
For they shall go from you into

hcaptivity.

Reasons for judgment

2WOE to those who devise
iniquity,

And work out evil on their beds!
At imorning light they practice it,
Because it is in the jpower of

their hand.
2 They kcovet fields and take

them by lviolence,
Also houses, and seize them.
So they oppress a man and his

house,
A man and his inheritance.

3Therefore thus says the LORD:

“Behold, against this mfamily I
am devising ndisaster,

From which you cannot remove
your necks;

Nor shall you walk haughtily,
For this is an evil time.

4 In that day one shall take up a
proverb against you,

And lament with a bitter
lamentation, saying:

‘We are utterly destroyed!
He has changed the heritage of

my people;
How He has removed it from

me!
*1:10 Literally House of Dust *1:11 Literally
Going Out *1:12 Literally was sick
*1:14 Literally Possession of Gath * Literally
Lie *1:15 Literally Inheritance

2:1 in the power of their hand. Their principle was
“might makes right.” Observe the LORD’s viewpoint (vv. 3–5).

2:6 The chief reason for the rise of the false prophets
was the unpopular character of the message of the true
prophets, who called the nation back to God.
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13 The one who breaks open will
come up before them;

They will break out,
Pass through the gate,
And go out by it;
Their king will pass before them,
With the LORD at their head.”

II. Rebuke, and Restoration
in the Kingdom, 3—5

Faithless leaders rebuked

3AND I said:

“Hear now, O heads of Jacob,
And you grulers of the house of

Israel:
Is it not for you to know hjustice?

2 You who hate good and love
evil;

Who strip the skin from My
people,*

And the flesh from their bones;
3 Who also eat the flesh of My

people,
Flay their skin from them,
Break their bones,
And chop them in pieces
Like meat for the pot,
Like flesh in the icaldron.”

4 Then they will cry to the LORD,
But He will jnot hear them;
He will even hide His face from

them at that time,
Because they have been evil in

their deeds.
5 Thus says the LORD concerning

the kprophets
Who make my people stray;
Who chant “Peace”
While they chew with their

teeth,
But who prepare war against him
Who puts nothing into their

mouths:
6“Therefore you shall have night

without vision,
And you shall have darkness

without divination;
The sun shall go down on the

prophets,
And the day shall be dark for

lthem.
7 So the seers shall be ashamed,

And the diviners abashed;

To a turncoat He has divided
our fields.’ ”

5 Therefore you will have no one
to determine boundaries*

by lot
In the assembly of the LORD.

6“Do not prattle,” you say to
those who prophesy.

So they shall not prophesy to
you;*

They shall not return insult for
insult.*

7 You who are named the house
of Jacob:

“Is the aSpirit of the LORD
restricted?

Are these His bdoings?
Do not My words do good
To him who walks uprightly?

8“Lately My people have risen up
as an enemy—

You pull off the robe with the
garment

From those who trust you, as
they pass by,

Like men returned from war.
9 The women of My people you

cast out
From their pleasant houses;
From their children
You have taken away My glory

forever.
10“Arise and depart,

For this is not your rest;
Because it is defiled, it shall

destroy,
Yes, with utter destruction.

11 If a man should walk in a false
spirit

And speak a lie, saying,
‘ I will prophesy to you of wine

and drink,’
Even he would be the cprattler

of this people.

Deliverance promised
12“I will surely assemble all of you,

O Jacob,
I will surely gather the

dremnant of Israel;
I will put them together like

sheep of the efold,*
Like a flock in the midst of

their pasture;
They shall make a loud noise

because of fso many people.

3:1

g Ezek. 22:27

h Jer. 5:5

3:3

i Ezek. 11:7; cp.
Ezek. 24:3-14

3:4

j Jer. 11:11

3:5

k Jer. 6:13; Ezek.
13:19

3:6

l Is. 29:10; Jer.
23:33-40; Ezek.
13:23

2:7

a Holy Spirit (OT):
v. 7; Mic. 3:8.
(Gen. 1:2; Zech.
12:10, note)

b Cp. Is. 28:21;
Ezek. 33:11;
Mic. 7:18

2:11

c Is. 30:10; Jer.
5:30-31; 2 Tim.
4:3-4

2:12

d Remnant: vv.
12-13; Mic. 4:1.
(Is. 1:9; Rom.
11:5, note)

e Cp. 2 Kin. 3:4

f Jer. 33:22
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*2:5 Literally one casting a surveyor’s line
*2:6 Literally to these * Vulgate reads He shall
not take shame. *2:12 Hebrew Bozrah
*3:2 Literally them



Indeed they shall all cover their
lips;

For there is no answer from
God.”

8 But truly I am full of apower by
the bSpirit of the LORD,

And of justice and might,
To declare to Jacob his

ctransgression
And to Israel his sin.

Jerusalem to be destroyed
9 Now hear this,

You heads of the house of Jacob
And rulers of the house of Israel,
Who abhor justice
And pervert all equity,

10 Who build up Zion with
dbloodshed

And Jerusalem with iniquity:
11 Her heads judge for a ebribe,

Her priests teach for pay,
And her prophets divine for

money.
Yet they lean on the LORD, and

say,
“Is not the LORD among us?

No harm can come upon us.”
12 Therefore because of you

fZion shall be plowed like a field,
Jerusalem shall become heaps

of ruins,
And the mountain of the

temple*

Like the bare hills of the forest.

Vision of earth’s golden age

4 gNOW it shall come to pass in
the latter days

That the mountain of the
LORD’S house

Shall be established on the htop
of the mountains,

And shall be exalted above the
hills;

And peoples shall flow to iit.
2 Many nations shall come and say,
“Come, and let us go up to the

mountain of the LORD,
To the house of the God of Jacob;

4:6

j Ezek. 34:16

4:7

k Christ (second
advent): vv. 6-7;
Hag. 2:6. (Deut.
30:3; Acts 1:11,
note)

l Is. 24:23

3:8

a Inspiration: v. 8;
Hab. 2:2. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

b Holy Spirit (OT):
v. 8; Hag. 2:5.
(Gen. 1:2; Zech.
12:10, note)

c Is. 58:1

3:10

d Hab. 2:12

3:11

e Mic. 7:3; cp. Is.
1:23; Jer. 6:13

3:12

f Jer. 26:18

4:1

g vv. 1-4; Is. 2:2-
4; see Acts 2:17,
note

h Kingdom (OT):
vv. 1-5; Mic.
5:2. (Gen. 1:26;
Zech. 12:8,
note)

i Remnant: vv. 1-
7; Mic. 5:3. (Is.
1:9; Rom. 11:5,
note)
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He will teach us His ways,
And we shall walk in His paths.”
For out of Zion the law shall go

forth,
And the word of the LORD from

Jerusalem.
3 He shall judge between many

peoples,
And rebuke strong nations afar

off;
They shall beat their swords

into plowshares,
And their spears into pruning

hooks;
Nation shall not lift up sword

against nation,
Neither shall they learn war

anymore.
4 But everyone shall sit under his

vine and under his fig tree,
And no one shall make them

afraid;
For the mouth of the LORD of

hosts has spoken.
5 For all people walk each in the

name of his god,
But we will walk in the name

of the LORD our God
Forever and ever.

Israel to be regathered
6“In that day,” says the LORD,
“I will assemble the lame,

I will gather the joutcast
And those whom I have

afflicted;
7 I will make the lame a remnant,

And the outcast a strong nation;
So the kLORD will lreign over

them in Mount Zion
From now on, even forever.

8 And you, O tower of the flock,
The stronghold of the daughter

of Zion,
To you shall it come,
Even the former dominion shall

come,
The kingdom of the daughter of

Jerusalem.”
*3:12 Literally house

3:11 divine for money. Fortune-telling, or “divining,” is
never referred to in the OT in a good sense. Compare Ba-
laam, Num. 23—24.

3:12 Fulfilled A.D. 70. Compare Luke 21:20–24.
4:1 Micah 4:1–3 and Is. 2:2–4 are practically identical.

The Spirit of God gave both prophets the same revelation
because of its surpassing importance. It is impossible to
prove that either prophet was quoting the other. mountain.

In vv. 1–4 there are some general predictions concerning
the kingdom. In Scripture a mountain is sometimes the
symbol of a great earthly power (Dan. 2:35); hills, of small-
er powers. The prediction asserts (1) the ultimate establish-
ment of the kingdom, with Jerusalem for the capital (v. 2);
(2) the universality of the future kingdom (v. 2); (3) its char-
acter—peace (v. 3); and (4) its effect—prosperity (v. 4).
Compare Is. 2:1–5; 11:1–12.



And I will make your hooves
bronze;

You shall beat in pieces many
peoples;

I will consecrate their gain to
the LORD,

And their substance to the Lord
of the whole earth.”

Birth and rejection of the King
(cp. Matt. 2:1–6; 27:24–37)

5NOW gather yourself in troops,

O daughter of troops;
He has laid siege against us;
They will strike the judge of

Israel with a rod on the
cheek.

2“But you, Bethlehem gEphrathah,
Though you are little among

the thousands of Judah,
Yet hout of iyou shall come

forth to Me
The One to be jRuler in Israel,
Whose goings forth are from of

old,
From everlasting.”

Interval between the rejection
and the return of the King

3 Therefore He shall give them up,
Until the time that she who is

in labor has given birth;
Then the kremnant of His

brethren

Intervening Babylonian captivity
9 Now why do you cry aloud?

Is there no king in your midst?
Has your counselor perished?
For pangs have seized you like

a woman in labor.
10 Be in pain, and labor to bring

forth,
O daughter of Zion,
Like a woman in birth pangs.
For now you shall go forth from

the city,
You shall dwell in the field,
And to aBabylon you shall go.
There you shall be delivered;
There the bLORD will credeem

you
From the hand of your enemies.

Armageddon predicted
11 Now also many nations have

gathered against you,
Who say, “Let her be defiled,
And let our eye look upon Zion.”

12 But they do dnot know the
thoughts of the LORD,

Nor do they understand His
counsel;

For He will gather them like
sheaves to the threshing
floor.

13“Arisee and fthresh, O daughter
of Zion;

For I will make your horn iron,

5:2

g Gen. 35:19

h Matt. 2:5-12;
Luke 2:4,11;
John 7:42

i Christ (first ad-
vent): v. 2;
Zech. 9:9. (Gen.
3:15; Acts 1:11,
note)

j Kingdom (OT):
vv. 2,4; Zeph.
3:15. (Gen.
1:26; Zech.
12:8, note)

5:3

k Remnant: vv. 3-
9; Mic. 7:18. (Is.
1:9; Rom. 11:5,
note)

4:10

a Amos 5:27

b Is. 45:13

c Ps. 18:7

4:12

d Cp. Is. 10:7

4:13

e Zech. 12:1-8;
14:14

f Is. 41:15
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4:10 delivered. Through Cyrus. Compare Is. 44:28;
45:1–4.

4:13 horn. The words “horn” and “horns” (OT, qeren;
NT keras) are used in Scripture both literally and figuratively.
In the latter sense at least three meanings appear: (1) strength
in general (Deut. 33:17); (2) arrogant pride (Ps. 75:4–5); and
(3) political and military power (Dan. 8:20–21).

5:1 judge. King Zedekiah in the Babylonian invasion.
5:2 from everlasting. The Ruler comes from Bethlehem

in time, but His activities have been from eternity. His go-
ings forth were in creation, preservation, providences,
theophanies, and redemptive activity. The eternal pre-exis-
tence of the Messiah is thus strongly presented.

4:11 MICAH’S PROPHECIES

Having described the future kingdom (vv. 1–8) and glanced at the Babylonian captivity (vv. 9–10), Micah looks for-
ward into the last days to refer to the great battle (see Armageddon, Rev. 16:13–16; 19:17, note) which immediately
precedes the setting up of the Messianic kingdom. See Kingdom (OT) (Gen. 1:26–28; Zech. 12:8, note); also, Kingdom
(NT) (Luke 1:31–33; 1 Cor. 15:24, note).

In ch. 5:2 the scene shifts from the great battle (yet future) to the birth and rejection of the King, Messiah (Matt.
27:24–25,37). This is followed by the statement that Israel will be abandoned “until the time that she who is in labor
has given birth” (v. 3). There is a twofold “labor” of Israel: (1) that which brings forth the “male Child” (Christ) (Rev.
12:1–2,5); and (2) that which, in the last days, brings forth a believing remnant out of the still unbelieving nation (v.
3; 4:10; Jer. 30:6–11). Both aspects are combined in Is. 66. In Is. 66:7 there is the male Child (Christ) of Rev. 12:1–2,5;
in Is. 66:8–24, the remnant, established in kingdom blessing. 

The meaning of Mic. 5:3 is that, from the rejection of Christ at His first coming, the LORD will abandon Israel until the
believing remnant appear; then He stands and shepherds in His proper strength as the LORD (v. 4); He is the defense of His
people as in 4:3,11–13; and afterward the remnant go as missionaries to Israel and to all the world (5:7–8; Zech. 8:23).



Shall return to the children of
Israel.

4 And He shall stand and feed
His flock

In the strength of the LORD,
In the majesty of the name of

the LORD His God;
And they shall abide,
For now He ashall be great
To the ends of the earth;

5 And this One shall be peace.

When the bAssyrian comes into
our land,

And when he treads in our
palaces,

Then we will raise against him
Seven shepherds and eight

princely men.
6 They shall waste with the

sword the land of Assyria,
And the cland of Nimrod at its

entrances;
Thus He shall ddeliver us from

the Assyrian,
When he comes into our land
And when he treads within our

borders.
7 Then the remnant of Jacob

Shall be in the midst of many
peoples,

Like edew from the LORD,
Like showers on the grass,
That tarry for no man
Nor wait for the sons of men.

8 And the remnant of Jacob
Shall be among the Gentiles,
In the midst of many peoples,
Like a flion among the beasts of

the forest,
Like a young lion among flocks

of sheep,
Who, if he passes through,
Both treads down and tears in

pieces,
And none can deliver.

9 Your hand shall be lifted against
your adversaries,

And all your enemies shall be
cut off.

10“And it shall be in that day,”
says the LORD,

“That I will gcut off your hhorses
from your midst

5:10

i Is. 2:7; 22:18

6:2

j Is. 1:18; Hos.
12:2

6:3

k Is. 5:4; Jer. 2:5

l Is. 43:22-23;
Mal. 1:13

6:4

m See Ex. 14:30
and Is. 52:20,
notes

6:5

n Num. 23:7-
10,18-24; 24:3-
9,15-24

5:4

a Ps. 72:8; Is.
52:13; Zech.
9:10; Luke 1:32

5:5

b vv. 5-6; Is. 10:5-
27; 14:24-27;
Zeph. 2:13

5:6

c Gen. 10:8-12

d Is. 14:25

5:7

e Gen. 27:28

5:8

f Num. 24:9

5:10

g Zech. 9:10

h Deut. 17:16
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And destroy your ichariots.

11 I will cut off the cities of your land
And throw down all your

strongholds.
12 I will cut off sorceries from

your hand,
And you shall have no

soothsayers.
13 Your carved images I will also

cut off,
And your sacred pillars from

your midst;
You shall no more worship the

work of your hands;
14 I will pluck your wooden

images from your midst;
Thus I will destroy your cities.

15 And I will execute vengeance
in anger and fury

On the nations that have not
heard.”*

III. Pleading, and
Assurance of Mercy, 6—7

The LORD’s past and present
controversy with Israel

(vv. 1–5; 10–16)

6HEAR now what the LORD says:

“Arise, plead your case before
the mountains,

And let the hills hear your voice.
2 Hear, O you mountains, the

LORD’S complaint,
And you strong foundations of

the earth;
For the LORD has a jcomplaint

against His people,
And He will contend with Israel.

3“O My people, what have I
kdone to you?

And how have I lwearied you?
Testify against Me.

4 For I brought you up from the
land of Egypt,

I mredeemed you from the
house of bondage;

And I sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.

5 O My people, remember now
What nBalak king of Moab

counseled,
*5:15 Or obeyed

5:14 wooden images. These were “groves” (Hebrew
asherim) devoted to the worship of Asherah, who was the

Babylonian goddess Ishtar, the Aphrodite of the Greeks,
the Venus of the Romans. See Judg. 2:13, note.



13“Therefore I will also make you
sick by striking you,

By making you desolate
because of your sins.

14 You shall eat, but not be satisfied;
Hunger* shall be in your midst.
You may carry some away,* but

shall not save them;
And what you do rescue I will

give over to the sword.
15“You f shall sow, but not reap;

You shall tread the olives, but not
anoint yourselves with oil;

And make sweet wine, but not
drink wine.

16 For the statutes of gOmri are kept;
All the works of hAhab’s house

are done;
And you walk in their counsels,
That I may make you a

desolation,
And your inhabitants a hissing.
Therefore you shall bear the

reproach of My people.”*

The prophet confesses the truth
of the LORD’s indictment

7WOE is me!
For I am like those who gather 

summer fruits,
Like those who glean vintage

grapes;
There is no cluster to eat
Of the first-ripe fruit which my

soul desires.
2 The faithful man has iperished

from the earth,
And there is no one upright

among men.
They all lie in wait for blood;
Every man hunts his brother

with a net.
3 That they may successfully do

evil with both hands—
The prince asks for gifts,
The judge seeks a jbribe,

And what Balaam the son of
Beor answered him,

From Acacia Grove* to Gilgal,
That you may know the

righteousness of the LORD.”

What the LORD requires of man
6 With what shall I come before

the LORD,
And bow myself before the

High God?
Shall I come before Him with

burnt offerings,
With calves a year old?

7 Will the LORD be apleased with
thousands of rams,

Ten thousand rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my

transgression,
The fruit of my body for the sin

of my soul?
8 He has bshown you, O man,

what is good;
And what does the LORD

require of you
But cto do justly,
To love mercy,
And to walk humbly with your

God?
9 The LORD’S voice cries to the

city—
Wisdom shall see Your name:

“Hear the rod!
Who has appointed it?

10 Are there yet the treasures of
wickedness

In the house of the wicked,
And the short measure that is

an abomination?
11 Shall I count pure those with

the wicked scales,
And with the bag of deceitful

dweights?
12 For her rich men are full of

eviolence,
Her inhabitants have spoken

lies,
And their tongue is deceitful in

their mouth.

6:15

f Deut. 28:38-40;
Amos 5:11;
Zeph. 1:13;
Hag. 1:6

6:16

g 1 Kin. 16:25-26

h 1 Kin. 16:30;
21:25-26; 2 Kin.
21:3

7:2

i Is. 57:1

7:3

j Mic. 3:11

6:7

a Ps. 40:6-8;
51:16-17; Is.
1:12-13; 66:3;
Jer. 6:20; Hos.
9:4; Amos 5:21-
22

6:8

b Deut. 10:12;
1 Sam. 15:22;
Hos. 6:6; 12:6

c Gen. 18:19; Is.
1:17

6:11

d Lev. 19:36; Hos.
12:7

6:12

e Mic. 2:2

1242 MICAH 6:6—7:3

*6:5 Hebrew Shittim (compare Numbers 25:1;
Joshua 2:1; 3:1) *6:14 Or Emptiness or
Humiliation * Targum and Vulgate read You
shall take hold. *6:16 Following Masoretic Text,
Targum, and Vulgate; Septuagint reads of nations.

6:7 firstborn. The law claimed the firstborn of man
and beast for the LORD (Ex. 13:2,12). The firstborn of
beasts were sacrificed. However, the sacrifice of children
was forbidden on pain of death (Lev. 18:21; 20:2–5; Deut.
12:31; 18:10). They were redeemed (Ex. 13:13). This pas-
sage does not teach that human sacrifice was common in

Israel; it merely reveals the futility of such a practice.
6:8 require of you. Old Testament piety was essentially

concerned with the ethical, not with externals.

Ahab: uncle. A successful yet wicked king of Israel
who was married to Jezebel.



And the great man utters his
evil desire;

So they scheme together.
4 The best of them is like a brier;

The most upright is sharper
than a thorn hedge;

The day of your watchman and
your punishment comes;

Now shall be their perplexity.
5 Do anot trust in a friend;

Do not put your confidence in a
companion;

Guard the doors of your mouth
From her who lies in your

bbosom.
6 For son dishonors father,

Daughter rises against her
mother,

Daughter-in-law against her
mother-in-law;

A man’s enemies are the men
of his own chousehold.

Submission to the LORD;
ascription of praise

7 Therefore I will look to the LORD;
I will dwait for the God of my

salvation;
My God will hear me.

8 Do not rejoice over me, my
enemy;

When I fall, I will earise;
When I sit in darkness,
The LORD will be a light to me.

9 I will bear the indignation of
the LORD,

Because I have fsinned against
Him,

Until He pleads my gcase
And executes justice for me.
He will bring me forth to the

light;
I will see hHis righteousness.

10 Then she who is my enemy
will see,

And shame will cover her who
said to me,

“Where is the LORD your God?”
My eyes will see her;

7:11

i Amos 9:11

7:12

j Is. 19:23-25

7:15

k Ps. 78:12

l Ex. 34:10

7:17

m Ps. 72:9; Is.
49:23

n Jer. 33:9

7:18

o Ex. 34:7,9; Is.
43:25

7:5

a Jer. 9:4

b Deut. 28:56

7:6

c Matt. 10:36

7:7

d Ps. 130:5; Is.
25:9; Lam. 3:24-
25

7:8

e Prov. 24:16;
2 Cor. 4:9

7:9

f Lam. 3:39-40

g Jer. 50:34

h Rom. 10:1-4;
11:23-27

MICAH 7:4–18 1243
Now she will be trampled down
Like mud in the streets.

11 In the day when your iwalls are
to be built,

In that day the decree shall go
far and wide.*

12 In that day they* shall jcome to
you

From Assyria and the fortified
cities,*

From the fortress* to the River,
From sea to sea,
And mountain to mountain.

13 Yet the land shall be desolate
Because of those who dwell in it,
And for the fruit of their deeds.

14 Shepherd Your people with
Your staff,

The flock of Your heritage,
Who dwell solitarily in a

woodland,
In the midst of Carmel;
Let them feed in Bashan and

Gilead,
As in days of old.

15“Ask in the days when you came
out of the land of Egypt,

I will show them* lwonders.”
16 The nations shall see and be

ashamed of all their might;
They shall put their hand over

their mouth;
Their ears shall be deaf.

17 They shall mlick the dust like a
serpent;

They shall crawl from their
holes like snakes of the
earth.

nThey shall be afraid of the LORD
our God,

And shall fear because of You.
18 Who is a God like You,

oPardoning iniquity
*7:11 Or the boundary shall be extended
*7:12 Literally he, collective of the captives
* Hebrew arey mazor, possibly cities of Egypt
* Hebrew mazor, possibly Egypt *7:15 Literally
him, collective for the captives

7:5 trust. Trust is the characteristic OT word for the NT
“faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the OT, and is
the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to take refuge
(Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps. 22:8).

7:7 Verses 7–20 are, primarily, the confession and inter-
cession of the prophet, who identifies himself with Israel.
Compare Dan. 9:3–19. Intercession was a part of the

prophetic office (Gen. 20:7; Jer. 27:18). But Micah’s prayer
voices also the heart exercise of the remnant in the last
days. Such is prophecy, an intermingling of the near and
the far. Compare Ps. 22:1; Matt. 27:46.

7:12 River. That is, the Euphrates.
7:18 Here is a play on the prophet’s name, which

means Who is like the LORD? Pardoning iniquity. Verses



You will dcast all our* sins
Into the depths of the sea.

20 You will egive truth to Jacob
And mercy to Abraham,
Which You have sworn to our

fathers
From days of old.

And passing over the
transgression of the
aremnant of His heritage?

He does not retain His anger
bforever,

Because He delights in cmercy.
19 He will again have compassion

on us,
And will subdue our iniquities.

7:19

d Cp. Is. 38:17;
43:25; 44:22;
Jer. 31:34; Heb.
8:12; 10:17

7:20

e Luke 1:72-73

7:18

a Remnant: v. 18;
Zech. 2:7. (Is.
1:9; Rom. 11:5,
note)

b Ps. 103:8-9

c Ezek. 33:11

1244 MICAH 7:19–20

*7:19 Literally their

18–20 are read in the synagogue on the Day of Atonement.
Annually the orthodox Jew, at a river or running stream,

symbolically empties his pockets of his sins, casting them
into the water (see v. 19).



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Nahum Nineveh’s Doom 7th Cent. B.C.

Background
Nahum means comfort (of God) and is related to the name Nehemiah. Nahum prophesied during the seventh century
B.C. His book forms the sequel to the Book of Jonah. The repentance under Jonah delayed the judgment of God for about
a century. Nahum’s prophecy may be dated between the destruction of Thebes or No Amon (3:8) by Asshurbanipal in
666 B.C. and the capture of Nineveh by the Babylonians and their allies in 612 B.C.

Style of the Book
The style of Nahum is lyric poetry of a high order, which some have considered the most impassioned in all the proph-
ets. All must concede that his messages are vivid and forceful.

Outline
The book may be divided as follows:

I. The Character of God 1:1–8
A. Introduction 1:1
B. The Holiness of the Lord and Judgment Upon Nineveh 1:2–8

II. God’s Punishment of His Enemies 1:9–15
A. The Certainty of God’s Judgment 1:9–14
B. The Joyful News 1:15

III. The Destruction of Nineveh Detailed 2:1–13
IV. The Cause of the Destruction 3:1–19

THE BOOK OF

N A H U M



And the rocks are thrown down
by Him.

7 The LORD is fgood,
A stronghold in the day of

trouble;
And gHe knows those who

trust in Him.
8 But with an overflowing flood

He will make an utter end of its
place,

And darkness will pursue His
enemies.

II. God’s Punishment
of His Enemies, 1:9–15

9 What do you conspire against
the LORD?

He will make an utter end of it.
Affliction will not rise up a

second time.
10 For while tangled like thorns,

And while drunken like
drunkards,

They shall be devoured like
stubble fully dried.

11 From you comes forth one
Who plots evil against the LORD,
A wicked counselor.

12Thus says the LORD:

“Though they are safe, and
likewise many,

Yet in this manner they will be
hcut down

When he passes through.
Though I have afflicted you,
I will afflict you ino more;

13 For now I will break off his
yoke from you,

And burst your bonds apart.”
14 The LORD has given a command

concerning you:

I. The Character of God, 1:1–8

Introduction

1THE aburden* against bNineveh.
The book of the vision of Na-

hum the Elkoshite.

The holiness of the LORD;
judgment on Nineveh

2 God is jealous, and the LORD
avenges;

The LORD avenges and is
furious.

The LORD will take vengeance
on His adversaries,

And He reserves wrath for His
enemies;

3 cThe LORD is slow to anger and
great in power,

And will not at all acquit the
wicked.

dThe LORD has His way
In the whirlwind and in the

storm,
And the clouds are the dust of

His feet.
4 He rebukes the sea and makes

it dry,
And dries up all the rivers.
Bashan and Carmel wither,
And the flower of Lebanon wilts.

5 The mountains quake before
Him,

The hills melt,
And the earth heaves* at His

presence,
Yes, the world and all who

dwell in it.
6 eWho can stand before His

indignation?
And who can endure the

fierceness of His anger?
His fury is poured out like fire,

1:7

f Ps. 25:8; 37:39-
40; 100:5; Jer.
33:11; Lam.
3:25

g Ps. 1:6; 2 Tim.
2:19; see Ps.
2:12, note

1:12

h Is. 10:16-19

i Cp. Is. 54:7-8

1:1

a See Is. 13:1,
note

b Gen. 10:11;
2 Kin. 19:36;
Jon. 1:2; 4:11;
Nah. 2:8; 3:7;
Zeph. 2:13;
Matt. 12:41;
Luke 11:32; see
Jon. 3:3 and 4,
notes

1:3

c Ex. 34:6-7; Neh.
9:17; Ps. 103:8;
Jon. 4:2; 2 Pet.
3:9

d Cp. Ps. 18:7-15;
97:2; 104:3;
Hab. 3:5,11-12

1:6

e Mal. 3:2

1246 NAHUM 1:1–14

*1:1 Or oracle *1:5 Targum reads burns.

1:1 Nineveh. The capital of the ancient Assyrian Empire
was noted for its cruelty and violence (Jon. 3:8). This is
confirmed by the ancient records found there. Under the
preaching of Jonah in the eighth century B.C., the city and
king had turned to God (Jon. 3:3–10). But in the time of
Nahum, a century or more later, the city had wholly de-
parted from God. The message of Nahum, therefore,
though given perhaps a generation before the destruction
of the city, is not a call to repentance but an unrelieved
warning of judgment (1:9; 3:10). Such is the way of God;
light rejected brings destruction.

Nahum: comforter. A minor prophet who prophesied
the destruction of Nineveh.

1:2 The great ethical lesson of Nahum is that the char-
acter of God makes Him not only “slow to anger” (v. 3)
and a refuge to those who trust Him (v. 7), but also one
who “will not at all acquit the wicked” (v. 3). He can be
“just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus”
(Rom. 3:26), but only because His holy law has been vin-
dicated in the cross.

1:4 Bashan, Carmel, and Lebanon are known to have
been among the most fertile regions of Palestine.

1:11 wicked counselor. It is generally agreed that the
invader is Sennacherib, king of Assyria, who threatened Ju-
dah in the fourteenth year of Hezekiah’s reign. Compare
2 Kin. 18:13—19:37; Is. 36—37.



“Your name shall be perpetuated
no longer.

Out of the house of your gods
I will cut off the carved image

and the molded image.
I will dig your agrave,
For you are bvile.”

The joyful news
15 Behold, on the mountains

The cfeet of him who brings
good tidings,

Who proclaims peace!
O Judah, keep your appointed

feasts,
Perform your vows.
For the wicked one shall no

more pass through you;
He is dutterly cut off.

III. The Destruction
of Nineveh Detailed, 2

2HE who scatters* has come up
before your face.

Man the fort!
Watch the road!
Strengthen your flanks!
Fortify your power mightily.

2 For the LORD will restore the
excellence of Jacob

Like the excellence of Israel,
For the emptiers have emptied

them out
And ruined their vine branches.

2:4

e Nah. 3:2

2:8

f Cp. Jer. 46:5;
47:3

2:9

g Ezek. 7:19;
Zeph. 1:18

1:14

a Ezek. 32:22-23

b Nah. 3:6

1:15

c Is. 40:9; 52:7;
Rom. 10:15

d Is. 29:7-8

NAHUM 1:15—2:10 1247
3 The shields of his mighty men

are made red,
The valiant men are in scarlet.
The chariots come with flaming

torches
In the day of his preparation,
And the spears are brandished.*

4 The chariots rage in the streets,
They e jostle one another in the

broad roads;
They seem like torches,
They run like lightning.

5 He remembers his nobles;
They stumble in their walk;
They make haste to her walls,
And the defense is prepared.

6 The gates of the rivers are
opened,

And the palace is dissolved.
7 It is decreed:*

She shall be led away captive,
She shall be brought up;
And her maidservants shall lead

her as with the voice of
doves,

Beating their breasts.
8 Though Nineveh of old was like

a pool of water,
Now they flee away.

“Halt! Halt!” they cry;
But no one fturns back.

9 Take spoil of silver!
Take spoil of ggold!
There is no end of treasure,
Or wealth of every desirable

prize.
10 She is empty, desolate, and

waste!
The heart melts, and the knees

shake;
Much pain is in every side,

*2:1 Vulgate reads He who destroys.
*2:3 Literally the cypresses are shaken; Septuagint
and Syriac read the horses rush about; Vulgate reads
the drivers are stupefied. *2:7 Hebrew Huzzab

1:14 dig your grave. This denotes the complete de-
struction of Nineveh by the Medes and Babylonians, which
occurred in 612 B.C.

1:15 good tidings. The words in Is. 52:7 speak of deliv-
erance from Babylon; here, from Assyria in 612 B.C. Paul
applies the words in Rom. 10:15 to the Gospel of Christ,
which announces eternal deliverance from sin.

2:1 He who scatters. That is, the Medo-Babylonian
forces under Cyaxares and Nabopolassar.

2:3 red. The invaders were especially fond of red.
2:4 lightning. The Assyrian war chariots moved with

unprecedented speed.

1:12 AN ASSYRIAN 
LEGAL FORMULA

In the context the expression “safe, and likewise many,”
although a literal translation of the Hebrew, does not
seem to make much sense. Actually the Hebrew here
represents a transliteration of a long-forgotten Assyrian
legal formula. Excavation in the ruins of ancient Nin-
eveh, buried since 612 B.C., has brought to light thou-
sands of ancient Assyrian tablets, dozens of which
contain this Assyrian legal formula. It proves, on inves-
tigation, to indicate joint and separate responsibility for
carrying out an obligation. 

Nahum quotes the LORD as using this Assyrian for-
mula in speaking to the Assyrians, saying in effect,
“Even though your entire nation joins as one person to
resist me, nevertheless I shall overcome you.” As the
words would have been equally incomprehensible to
the later Hebrew copyists, their retention is striking ev-
idence of the care of the scribes in copying exactly
what they found in the manuscripts, and testifies to
God’s providential preservation of the Biblical text.



“I will lift your skirts over your
face,

I will show the nations your
nakedness,

And the kingdoms your shame.
6 I will cast abominable filth

upon you,
Make you hvile,
And make you a spectacle.

7 It shall come to pass that all
who look upon you

Will flee from you, and say,
‘Nineveh i is laid waste!
Who will bemoan her?’
Where shall I seek comforters

for you?”
8 Are you better than jNo Amon*

That was situated by the River,*
That had the waters around

her,
Whose rampart was the sea,
Whose wall was the sea?

9 Ethiopia and Egypt were her
strength,

And it was boundless;
kPut and Lubim were your*

helpers.
10 Yet she was carried away,

She went into lcaptivity;
Her young children also were

dashed to pieces
At the head of every street;
They cast mlots for her

honorable men,
And all her great men were

bound in chains.
11 You also will be drunk;

You will be hidden;
You also will seek refuge from

the enemy.
12 All your strongholds are nfig

trees with ripened figs:
If they are shaken,
They fall into the mouth of the

eater.

And all their faces are drained
of color.*

11 Where is the dwelling of the
alions,

And the feeding place of the
young lions,

Where the lion walked, the
lioness and lion’s cub,

And no one made them afraid?
12 The lion tore in pieces enough

for his cubs,
Killed for his lionesses,

bFilled his caves with prey,
And his dens with flesh.

13c“Behold, I am against you,”
says the LORD of hosts, “I will burn
your* chariots in smoke, and the
sword shall devour your young li-
ons; I will cut off your prey from the
earth, and the voice of your dmes-
sengers shall be heard no more.”

IV. The Cause of the Destruction, 3

As Nineveh sowed, so must she reap

3WOE to the ebloody city!
It is all full of lies and robbery.
Its victim never departs.

2 The noise of a whip
And the noise of rattling

wheels,
Of galloping horses,
Of clattering chariots!

3 Horsemen charge with bright
sword and glittering spear.

There is a multitude of slain,
A great number of bodies,
Countless corpses—
They stumble over the

corpses—
4 Because of the multitude of

harlotries of the seductive
harlot,

The fmistress of sorceries,
Who sells nations through her

harlotries,
And families through her

sorceries.
5“Behold, I am gagainst you,”

says the LORD of hosts;

3:6

h Nah. 1:14

3:7

i Jon. 3:3; 4:11;
see Nah. 1:1,
note

3:8

j Jer. 46:25; Ezek.
30:15-16

3:9

k Gen. 10:6; Ezek.
27:10

3:10

l Cp. Is. 19:4;
20:4

m Joel 3:3; Obad.
11

3:12

n Rev. 6:12-13

2:11

a Job 4:10-11;
Ezek. 19:2-7

2:12

b Is. 10:6; Jer.
51:34

2:13

c Ezek. 29:3;
38:3; 39:1; Nah.
3:5

d 2 Kin. 18:17-25;
19:9-13,23

3:1

e Ezek. 22:2-3;
24:6-9; Hab.
2:12

3:4

f Is. 47:9-12; Rev.
18:2-3

3:5

g Nah. 2:13

1248 NAHUM 2:11—3:12

*2:10 Compare Joel 2:6 *2:13 Literally her
*3:8 That is, ancient Thebes; Targum and Vulgate
read populous Alexandria. * Literally rivers, that
is, the Nile and the surrounding canals
*3:9 Septuagint reads her.

3:3 Countless corpses. The striking cruelty of the Assyr-
ians in battle is amply attested by the cuneiform inscrip-
tions found by excavators at Nineveh.

3:8 No Amon. The fall of well-fortified Thebes (Hebrew
No Amon) in Egypt to Ashurbanipal in 661 B.C. (vv. 8–10)
is here used as a solemn warning to proud Nineveh that

she will also fall, despite her excellent defenses (vv.
14–19). Nahum’s prophecy against Nineveh was fulfilled
c. 612 B.C. when she fell to Nebuchadnezzar, who led the
assault on behalf of his father, Nabopolassar of Babylon.

3:9 Ethiopia. Hebrew Cush. Lubim. That is, the Libyans.
2 Chr. 12:3; 16:8; Jer. 46:9; Ezek. 30:5; 38:5; Dan. 11:43.



13 Surely, your people in your
midst are awomen!

The gates of your land are wide
open for your enemies;

Fire shall devour the bars of
your gates.

14 Draw your water for the siege!
Fortify your strongholds!
Go into the clay and tread the

mortar!
Make strong the brick kiln!

15 There the fire will devour you,
The sword will cut you off;
It will eat you up like a locust.

Make yourself many—like the
blocust!

Make yourself many—like the
swarming locusts!

16 You have multiplied your
cmerchants more than the
stars of heaven.

The locust plunders and flies
away.

3:19

d Job 27:23; Lam.
2:15; Zeph.
2:15; cp. Is.
14:8

3:13

a Is. 19:16; Jer.
51:30

3:15

b Joel 1:4

3:16

c Rev. 18:3,11-19

NAHUM 3:13–19 1249
17 Your commanders are like

swarming locusts,
And your generals like great

grasshoppers,
Which camp in the hedges on a

cold day;
When the sun rises they flee

away,
And the place where they are is

not known.
18 Your shepherds slumber, O king

of Assyria;
Your nobles rest in the dust.
Your people are scattered on

the mountains,
And no one gathers them.

19 Your injury has no healing,
Your wound is severe.

dAll who hear news of you
Will clap their hands over you,
For upon whom has not your

wickedness passed
continually?

3:19 For all who accept evil as a matter of course, Na-
hum provides a corrective. Those who criticize him as
harsh and unfeeling might better ask themselves whether

they have ever been morally indignant against the crying
injustices and outrageous wickedness of their time.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Habakkuk From Doubt to Faith 7th Cent. B.C.

Background
Habakkuk, whose name means embrace, prophesied to Judah in the last quarter of the seventh century B.C. concerning
the impending invasion by the Chaldeans (1:6). The conditions of 1:2–4 are corroborated by the record in 2 Kings 21–22;
moral and spiritual decline marked the life of the nation.

Habakkuk was a man of a deeply tender nature and spiritual character. He manifested a great love for his people, ful-
filling the position of watchman over them. His questions and doubts arose from his jealousy for the holiness and justice
of God. The prophet was perplexed over God’s permission of evil in Judah, and even more so over God’s use of Babylon
as the rod of correction for His people. The answer to his questions is found in 2:4, which is the key verse of the book and
is quoted in Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38. It sets forth the cause of life and death. Sin must issue in de-
struction; faith invariably leads to spiritual life.

The theophany in chapter 3, reminiscent of that at Mount Sinai, is one of the grandest in the Bible. (Compare Ezekiel
40:3–4; see Genesis 12:7, note.) The reference in 3:19 to “stringed instruments” suggests that the prophet was a Levite
and a musician.

Outline
The book may be divided as follows:

I. The Perplexity of the Prophet 1:1—2:1
A. Introduction 1:1
B. The Problem of Unjudged Sin 1:2–4
C. The Lord’s Answer 1:5–11
D. Habakkuk’s Perplexity Concerning God’s Use of Wicked Babylon 1:12—2:1

II. The Answer of God 2:2–20
A. The Vision: The Just Shall Live by Faith 2:2–4
B. The Destiny of the Proud 2:5–20

III. The Triumphant Faith of Habakkuk 3:1–19

THE BOOK OF

H A B A K K U K



I. The Perplexity
of the Prophet, 1:1—2:1

Introduction

1THE burden which the prophet
Habakkuk saw.

The problem: Why is sin unjudged?
2 O LORD, how long shall I cry,

And You will not hear?
Even cry out to You,

a“Violence!”
And You will bnot save.

3 Why do You show me iniquity,
And cause me to see trouble?
For plundering and violence are

before me;
There is strife, and contention

arises.
4 Therefore the law is powerless,

And justice never goes forth.
For the wicked surround the

righteous;
Therefore perverse judgment

proceeds.

The LORD’s answer
5“Look among the nations and

watch—
Be utterly astounded!
For I will work a work in your

days
Which you would not believe,

though it were told you.
6 For indeed I am craising up the

Chaldeans,
A bitter and hasty dnation
Which marches through the

breadth of the earth,
To possess dwelling places that

are not theirs.
7 They are terrible and dreadful;

Their judgment and their
dignity proceed from
ethemselves.

8 Their horses also are fswifter
than leopards,

1:8

g Job 9:26; 39:29-
30; Lam. 4:19;
Hos. 8:1; Matt.
24:28; Luke
17:37

1:12

h Ps. 90:2; 93:2

i Deut. 32:4

j Is. 10:5-7; Jer.
25:9

1:2

a Mic. 2:1-2; 
3:1-3

b Job 21:5-16; cp.
Ps. 73:1-16

1:6

c Deut. 28:49-50;
2 Kin. 24:2;
2 Chr. 36:17;
Mic. 4:10

d Ezek. 7:24;
21:31

1:7

e Cp. Jer. 39:5-9

1:8

f Jer. 4:13

HABAKKUK 1:1–14 1251
And more fierce than evening

wolves.
Their chargers charge ahead;
Their cavalry comes from afar;
They fly as the geagle that

hastens to eat.
9“They all come for violence;

Their faces are set like the east
wind.

They gather captives like sand.
10 They scoff at kings,

And princes are scorned by
them.

They deride every stronghold,
For they heap up earthen

mounds and seize it.
11 Then his mind* changes, and

he transgresses;
He commits offense,
Ascribing this power to his

god.”

Habakkuk’s perplexity:
How can God use wicked Babylon?

12 Are You not hfrom everlasting,
O LORD my God, my Holy One?
We shall not die.
O LORD, You have appointed

them for judgment;
iO Rock, You have marked them

for jcorrection.
13 You are of purer eyes than to

behold evil,
And cannot look on

wickedness.
Why do You look on those who

deal treacherously,
And hold Your tongue when

the wicked devours
A person more righteous than

he?
14 Why do You make men like fish

of the sea,
Like creeping things that have

no ruler over them?
*1:11 Literally spirit or wind

1:1 burden. The “burden” (or oracle; see Is. 13:1, note) is
not Habakkuk’s question in vv. 2–4, nor the one in 1:12—
2:1, but the LORD’s answer to both of these questions.

Habakkuk: embrace. A minor prophet who prophe-
sied God’s judgment against Judah.

1:3 iniquity. Like Asaph (Ps. 73) and Job, Habakkuk is
perplexed by the affliction of the godly and the prosperity
of the ungodly. The key to the solution is 2:4.

1:6 Chaldeans. The Chaldeans were Semites, descen-
dants from Chesed, son of Nahor, brother of Abraham
(Gen. 22:22). Habakkuk sees the Chaldeans as the rod of
God’s anger on the kingdom of Judah, as Isaiah (5:26–30)
saw the Assyrians as the agent of God’s punishment on the
kingdom of Israel (Is. 10:5).

1:7 judgment. The Chaldeans, recognizing no superi-
ors, were a law unto themselves.

1:13 behold. That is, look with favor upon.



And what I will answer when I
am corrected.

II. The Answer of God, 2:2–20

The just shall live by faith
2Then the LORD answered me and

said:

“Write a the vision
And make it plain on tablets,
That he may run who reads it.

3 For the vision is yet for an
appointed time;

But at the end it will speak, and
it will bnot lie.

Though it tarries, cwait for it;
Because it will surely come,
It will not tarry.

4“Behold the proud,
His soul is not dupright in him;
But the just shall live by his

efaith.
5“Indeed, because he transgresses

by wine,
He is a proud man,
And he does not stay at home.
Because he fenlarges his desire

as hell,*
And he is like death, and

cannot be satisfied,
He gathers to himself all nations
And heaps up for himself all

peoples.
6“Will not all these gtake up a

proverb against him,
And a taunting riddle against

him, and say,
‘Woe to him who increases
What is not his—how long?
And to him who loads himself

with many pledges’?*

7 Will not your creditors* rise up
suddenly?

Will they not awaken who
oppress you?

15 They take up all of them with a
hook,

They catch them in their net,
And gather them in their

dragnet.
Therefore they rejoice and are

glad.
16 Therefore they sacrifice to their

net,
And burn incense to their

dragnet;
Because by them their share is

sumptuous
And their food plentiful.

17 Shall they therefore empty their
net,

And continue to slay nations
without pity?

2I WILL stand my watch
And set myself on the rampart,
And watch to see what He will

say to me,

2:2

a Inspiration: vv.
2-4; Zech. 7:7.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

2:3

b Ezek. 12:24-25

c Ps. 27:13-14;
James 5:7-8;
2 Pet. 3:9

2:4

d Righteousness
(OT): v. 4; Mal.
3:18. (Gen. 6:9;
Luke 2:25, note)

e Faith: v. 4; Matt.
8:10. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

2:5

f Is. 5:14

2:6

g Mic. 2:4

1252 HABAKKUK 1:15—2:7

*2:5 Or Sheol *2:6 Syriac and Vulgate read
thick clay. *2:7 Literally those who bite you

2:2 run who reads it. Not, as usually quoted, “that he
who runs may read,” but “that he may run who reads”;
that is, as a messenger of the vision. Compare Zech. 2:4–5.

2:4 the just shall live by his faith. Here is the central
theme of the Bible. The cause of life and death is present-
ed. Trust in God brings life (Gen. 15:6; John 3:16; Rom.
6:23); pride leads to death, because it will not accept by
faith the grace of God (Rom. 1:17; Gal. 3:11; Heb. 10:38).

2:3 THE RESPONSE OF THE VISION

To the watching prophet comes the response of the vi-
sion (vv. 2–20). Three elements are to be distinguished:

(1) The moral judgment of the LORD upon the evils
practiced by Israel (vv. 5–13, 15–19). 

(2) The future purpose of God that “the earth will be
filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as
the waters cover the sea” (v. 14). That this revelation
awaits the return of the Lord in glory is shown (a) by the
parallel passage in Is. 11:9–12; and (b) by the quotation
of v. 3 in Heb. 10:37–38, where the “it” of the vision
becomes “He” and refers to the return of the Lord. It is
then, after the vision is fulfilled, that “the knowledge of
the glory,” etc. shall fill the earth. But

(3) meantime, “the just shall live by his faith.” This
great evangelical word is applied to Jews and Gentiles
in Rom. 1:17; to the Gentiles in Gal. 3:11–14; and to
Hebrews especially in Heb. 10:38. This opening of life
to faith alone, makes possible not only the salvation of
the Gentiles, but also the existence of a believing rem-
nant in Israel while the nation, as such, is in blindness
and unbelief (see Rom. 11:1 and 5, notes), with neither
priesthood nor temple, and consequently unable to
keep the ordinances of the law. Such is the LORD!

In disciplinary government His ancient Israel is cast
out of the land and judicially blinded (2 Cor. 3:12–15),
but in covenanted mercy the individual Jew may resort
to the simple faith of Abraham (Gen. 15:6; Rom. 4:1–5)
and be saved. This, however, does not set aside the
Palestinian and Davidic Covenants (see Deut. 30:3 and
2 Sam. 7:16, notes), for “the earth will be filled,” etc. (v.
14), and the LORD will again be in His temple (v. 20).
Compare Rom. 11:25–27.



And you will become their
booty.

8 aBecause you have plundered
many nations,

All the remnant of the people
shall plunder you,

Because of men’s blood
And the violence of the land

and the city,
And of all who dwell in it.

9“Woe to him who covets evil
gain for his house,

That he may bset his nest on
high,

That he may be delivered from
the power of disaster!

10 You give shameful counsel to
your house,

Cutting off many peoples,
And sin against your soul.

11 For the stone will cry out from
the wall,

And the beam from the timbers
will answer it.

12“Woe to him who builds a town
with bloodshed,

Who establishes a city by
iniquity!

13 Behold, is it not of the LORD of
hosts

That the peoples labor to feed
the fire,*

And nations weary themselves
in vain?

14 For the earth will be filled
With the knowledge of the

glory of the LORD,
As the waters cover the sea.

15“Woe to him who gives drink to
his neighbor,

Pressing* him to your bottle,
Even to make him drunk,
That you may look on his

nakedness!
16 You are filled with shame

instead of glory.

2:8

a Is. 33:1; Jer.
27:7; Ezek.
39:10

2:9

b Jer. 49:16;
Obad. 4
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You also—drink!
And be exposed as

uncircumcised!*
The cup of the LORD’S right

hand will be turned against
you,

And utter shame will be on
your glory.

17 For the violence done to
Lebanon will cover you,

And the plunder of beasts
which made them afraid,

Because of men’s blood
And the violence of the land

and the city,
And of all who dwell in it.

18“What profit is the image, that
its maker should carve it,

The molded image, a teacher of
lies,

That the maker of its mold
should trust in it,

To make mute idols?
19 Woe to him who says to wood,

‘Awake!’
To silent stone, ‘Arise! It shall

teach!’
Behold, it is overlaid with gold

and silver,
Yet in it there is no breath at

all.
*2:13 Literally for what satisfies fire, that is, for
what is of no lasting value *2:15 Literally
Attaching or Joining *2:16 Dead Sea Scrolls and
Septuagint read And reel!; Syriac and Vulgate read
And fall fast asleep!

2:13 is it not of the LORD. Or it is not of the LORD, etc.,
that is, though permitted in His providence, not His plan.
Compare Mic. 4:2–4.

2:14 the earth will be filled. Compare Is. 11:9, which
fixes the time when “the earth will be filled with the knowl-
edge of the glory of the LORD,” etc. It is when David’s righ-
teous Branch has set up the kingdom. See Davidic Cov-
enant, 2 Sam. 7:16, note; Kingdom (OT), Gen. 1:26–28;
Zech. 12:8, note; Kingdom (NT), Luke 1:31–33; 1 Cor.
15:24, note.

2:5 SHEOL

The Hebrew Sheol is, in the OT, the place to which the
dead go. 

(1) Often, therefore, it is spoken of as the equivalent
of the grave, where all human activities cease; the ter-
minus toward which all human life moves (e.g. Gen.
42:38; Job 14:13; Ps. 88:3). 

(2) To the man “under the sun,” the natural man,
who of necessity judges from appearances, Sheol seems
no more than the grave—the end and total cessation,
not only of the activities of life, but also of life itself
(Eccl. 9:5,10). But 

(3) Scripture reveals Sheol as a place of sorrow
(2 Sam. 22:6; Ps. 18:5; 116:3), into which the wicked
are turned (Ps. 9:17), and where they are fully con-
scious (Is. 14:9–17; Ezek. 32:21). Compare Jon. 2:2;
what the belly of the great fish was to Jonah, Sheol is to
those who are therein. 

The Sheol of the OT and Hades of the NT are identi-
cal. See Luke 16:23, note.



7 I saw the tents of Cushan in
affliction;

The curtains of the land of
Midian trembled.

8 O LORD, were You displeased
with the rivers,

Was Your anger against the
rivers,

Was Your wrath against the sea,
That You rode on Your horses,
Your chariots of salvation?

9 Your bow was made quite
ready;

Oaths were sworn over Your
arrows.* Selah

You divided the earth with
rivers.

10 The mountains saw You and
trembled;

The overflowing of the water
passed by.

The deep uttered its voice,
And lifted its hands on high.

11 The dsun and moon stood still
in their habitation;

At the light of Your arrows they
went,

At the shining of Your glittering
spear.

12 You marched through the land
in indignation;

You trampled the nations in
anger.

13 You went forth for the salvation
of Your people,

For salvation with Your
Anointed.

You struck the head from the
house of the wicked,

By laying bare from foundation
to neck. Selah

14 You thrust through with his
own arrows

The head of his villages.

20“But a the LORD is in His holy
temple.

Let all the earth keep silence
before Him.”

III. The Triumphant Faith
of Habakkuk, 3

3A bPRAYER of Habakkuk the
prophet, on Shigionoth.

2 O LORD, I have heard your
speech and was afraid;

O LORD, revive Your work in
the midst of the years!

In the midst of the years make
it known;

In wrath remember mercy.
3 cGod came from Teman,

The Holy One from Mount
Paran. Selah

His glory covered the heavens,
And the earth was full of His

praise.
4 His brightness was like the

light;
He had rays flashing from His

hand,
And there His power was

hidden.
5 Before Him went pestilence,

And fever followed at His feet.
6 He stood and measured the

earth;
He looked and startled the

nations.
And the everlasting mountains

were scattered,
The perpetual hills bowed.
His ways are everlasting.

3:11

d Josh. 10:12-13

2:20

a Zeph. 1:7; Zech.
2:13

3:1

b Bible prayers
(OT): vv. 1-19.
(Gen. 15:2;
Hab. 3:1, note)

3:3

c Cp. Ezek. 40:3-
4, a theophany.
See Gen. 12:7,
note

1254 HABAKKUK 2:20—3:14

*3:9 Literally rods or tribes (compare verse 14)

3:1 Shigionoth. Probably musical instruments.
3:3 This theophany recalls the events of the Exodus and

Sinai, which form the background for God’s future deliver-
ance of His people (v. 13) and His judgment of their ene-
mies (v. 12). Selah. The use here and in the Psalms of this
Hebrew word, Selah, possibly marks those places where a
musical rest in the chanting or a change of instrumental ac-
companiment stressed a shift of mood.

3:7 Cushan. Or Ethiopia.

3:1 BIBLE PRAYERS OF THE 
OLD TESTAMENT, SUMMARY

Prayer is an integral part of worship, in the OT and in
the NT. In the OT the petitions and supplications of
God’s people are based upon His character and the di-
vine covenants. OT saints, often acting in the priestly
office of representing the people before the LORD, fre-
quently appeal to the honor of the name of God and
the steadfastness of His word as they plead with the
Almighty to fulfill on their behalf the promises that
He has graciously made to them as His covenant
people (Gen. 15:2–3; 18:23–32; Ex. 32:11–14; 2 Sam.
7:18–29; 1 Kin. 8:22–53; 18:36–37; Dan. 9:3–19). For
Bible prayers (NT), see Luke 11:2, note.



They came out like a whirlwind
to scatter me;

Their rejoicing was like feasting
on the poor in secret.

15 aYou walked through the sea
with Your horses,

Through the heap of great
waters.

16 When I heard, my body
trembled;

My lips quivered at the voice;
Rottenness entered my bones;
And I trembled in myself,
That I might rest in the day of

trouble.
When he comes up to the

people,
He will invade them with his

troops.
17 Though the fig tree may not

blossom,

3:18

b Is. 41:16; 61:10

3:19

c Assurance/secu-
rity: vv. 17-19;
John 3:16. (Ps.
23:1; Jude 1,
note)

d 2 Sam. 22:34;
Ps. 18:33

e Deut. 32:13;
33:29

3:15

a v. 8; Ps. 77:19

HABAKKUK 3:15–19 1255
Nor fruit be on the vines;
Though the labor of the olive

may fail,
And the fields yield no food;
Though the flock may be cut off

from the fold,
And there be no herd in the

stalls—
18 Yet I will brejoice in the LORD,

I will joy in the God of my
salvation.

19 The LORD God* is my cstrength;
He will make my feet like

ddeer’s feet,
And He will make me walk on

my ehigh hills.

To the Chief Musician. With my
stringed instruments.

*3:19 Hebrew YHWH Adonai

3:18 rejoice in the LORD. Verses 17–18 declare that Ha-
bakkuk’s love for God, like that of any devoted believer, is
not based on what he expects God to give him. Even if
God should send him suffering and loss, he declares, he

will still rejoice in the God of his salvation. Here is one of
the strongest manifestations of faith in the Scriptures.

3:19 To the Chief Musician. This is a musical notation
for the choirmaster for the temple liturgy.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Zephaniah Day of the LORD 7th Cent. B.C.

Background
Zephaniah, which means the LORD hides or protects, was a great-great-grandson of King Hezekiah (1:1). The internal ev-
idence of the book shows that he prophesied during the reign of King Josiah, probably in the decade before the great re-
vival of 621 B.C. Stirred by the moral declension of his time, he foresaw the fall of Jerusalem which, in his inspired vision,
became a figure of the day of the LORD. Not only so, but he also looked forward to the judgment of the Gentiles and the
restoration of Israel in the Messianic kingdom.

A leading theme of Zephaniah is the day of the LORD, a future event that he describes with vivid power. Zephaniah
uses the term, “day of the LORD,” more than any other prophet except Joel, yet he pleads with Judah to “seek the LORD”
that they might be “hidden in the day of the LORD’s anger” (2:3).

Outline
The book may be divided as follows:

I. The Coming Invasion of Nebuchadnezzar, a Figure of the Day of the LORD 1:1—2:3
A. Introduction 1:1
B. The Coming Judgment of Judah 1:2–18
C. Zephaniah’s Call to Repentance 2:1–3

II. Predictions of Judgments of Surrounding Nations 2:4–15
III. The Moral State of Israel: Captivity Will Come 3:1–7
IV. Future Judgment of the Gentiles, Followed by Kingdom Blessing Under Messiah 3:8–20

A. God’ Determination 3:8
B. Israel’s Cleansing 3:9–13
C. Israel’s Restoration and Blessing; the King in the Kingdom 3:14–20

THE BOOK OF

Z E P H A N I A H



I. The Coming Invasion
of Nebuchadnezzar, a Figure

of the Day of the LORD, 1:1—2:3

Introduction

1THE word of the LORD which
came to Zephaniah the son of

Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the son
of Amariah, the son of Hezekiah, in
the days of aJosiah the son of Amon,
king of Judah.

The coming judgment of Judah
2“I will utterly consume

everything
From the face of the land,”
Says the LORD;

3“I will consume man and beast;
I will consume the birds of the

heavens,
The fish of the sea,
And the bstumbling blocks*

along with the wicked.
I will cut off man from the face

of the land,”
Says the LORD.

4“I will stretch out My hand
against Judah,

And against all the inhabitants
of Jerusalem.

I will cut off every trace of Baal
from this place,

The names of the cidolatrous
priests* with the pagan
priests—

5 Those who worship the host of
heaven don the housetops;

Those who worship and swear
oaths by the LORD,

But who also swear by Milcom;
6 Those who have turned back

from following the LORD,
And have not sought the LORD,

nor inquired of Him.”

1:7

e Day (of the
LORD): vv. 7-18;
Zech. 12:2. (Ps.
2:9; Rev. 19:19,
note)

f Deut. 28:26; Jer.
46:10; Ezek.
39:17-19

1:1

a 2 Kin. 22:1-
23:30; 2 Chr.
34:1-35:27; Jer.
1:2; 22:11

1:3

b Cp. Ezek. 7:19

1:4

c 2 Kin. 23:5

1:5

d 2 Kin. 23:12;
Jer. 19:13
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7 Be silent in the presence of the

Lord GOD;
For the eday of the LORD is at

hand,
For the LORD has prepared a

fsacrifice;
He has invited* His guests.

8“And it shall be,
In the day of the LORD’S

sacrifice,
That I will punish the princes

and the king’s children,
And all such as are clothed

with foreign apparel.
9 In the same day I will punish

All those who leap over the
threshold,*

Who fill their masters’ houses
with violence and deceit.

10“And there shall be on that day,”
says the LORD,

“The sound of a mournful cry
from the Fish Gate,

A wailing from the Second
Quarter,

And a loud crashing from the
hills.

11 Wail, you inhabitants of
Maktesh!*

For all the merchant people are
cut down;

All those who handle money
are cut off.

*1:3 Figurative of idols *1:4 Hebrew chemarim
*1:7 Literally set apart, consecrated
*1:9 Compare 1 Samuel 5:5 *1:11 Literally
Mortar, a market district of Jerusalem

Zephaniah: whom Jehovah hid. A minor prophet who
declared God’s judgment against Judah and various
nations, but gave hope to Judah for the future.

1:5 Milcom, Molech (Lev. 18:21; 1 Kin. 11:5), was an
idol of the Ammonites.

1:9 leap over the threshold. May suggest the zeal of
their plundering expeditions.

1:10 Fish Gate. Now called the Damascus Gate.
1:11 Maktesh was a depression in Jerusalem where the

market places were situated.

1:7 ZEPHANIAH’S PROPHECY

In predictive prophecy, such as Zephaniah’s portrayal
of the day of the LORD, the near and far view are often
merged. From a distance a great mountain range ap-
pears as a single barrier against the sky, although it ac-
tually comprises many foothills and intermediate sum-
mits separated by extensive valleys from the ultimate
heights. So Zephaniah, seeing in the impending fall of
Jerusalem the nearest aspect of the day of the LORD, can
say that it is “at hand” (v. 7) and “hastens quickly” (v.
14); whereas, towering in the distant future of unful-
filled prophecy, the final Day of the LORD awaits the re-
turn of Christ in glory. It is then that all earth-judgment
will culminate, to be followed by the restoration and
blessing of Israel and the nations in the kingdom. See
Day of the LORD (Is. 2:10–22; see Joel 1:15 and Rev.
19:19, notes); Israel (Gen. 12:2–3; Rom. 11:26).



Of all those who dwell in the
land.

Zephaniah’s call to repentance

2 gGATHER yourselves together,
yes, gather together,

O undesirable nation,
2 Before the decree is issued,

Or the day passes like chaff,
Before the LORD’S fierce anger

comes upon you,
Before the day of the LORD’S

anger comes upon you!
3 Seek the LORD, all you meek of

the earth,
Who have upheld His justice.
Seek righteousness, seek

humility.
It hmay be that you will be

hidden
In the day of the LORD’S anger.

II. Predictions of Judgments
of Surrounding Nations, 2:4–15

4 For iGaza shall be forsaken,
And Ashkelon desolate;
They shall drive out Ashdod at

noonday,
And Ekron shall be uprooted.

5 Woe to the inhabitants of the
seacoast,

The nation of the Cherethites!
The word of the LORD is against

you,
O Canaan, land of the

jPhilistines:
“I will destroy you;

So there shall be no
inhabitant.”

6 The seacoast shall be pastures,
With shelters* for shepherds

and folds for flocks.
7 The coast shall be for the

kremnant of the house of
Judah;

They shall feed their flocks
there;

In the houses of Ashkelon they
shall lie down at evening.

For the LORD their God will
intervene for them,

And lreturn their captives.

12“And it shall come to pass at that
time

That I will search Jerusalem
with lamps,

And punish the men
Who are asettled in

complacency,*
Who say in their heart,

‘The LORD will not do good,
Nor will He do evil.’

13 Therefore their goods shall
become booty,

And their houses a desolation;
They shall build houses, but

not inhabit them;
They shall plant vineyards, but

bnot drink their wine.”
14 The great day of the LORD is

near;
It is near and hastens quickly.
The noise of the day of the

LORD is bitter;
There the mighty men shall cry

out.
15 cThat day is a day of wrath,

A day of trouble and distress,
A day of devastation and

desolation,
A day of darkness and

gloominess,
A day of clouds and thick

darkness,
16 A day of trumpet and alarm

Against the fortified cities
And against the high towers.

17“I will bring distress upon men,
And they shall walk like dblind

men,
eBecause they have sinned

against the LORD;
Their blood shall be poured out

like dust,
And their flesh like refuse.”

18 fNeither their silver nor their
gold

Shall be able to deliver them
In the day of the LORD’S wrath;
But the whole land shall be

devoured
By the fire of His jealousy,
For He will make speedy

riddance

2:1

g Joel 1:14

2:3

h Joel 2:14

2:4

i Jer. 47:1,5;
Zech. 9:5

2:5

j Ezek. 25:15-17

2:7

k Remnant: vv. 1-
3,7-9; Zeph.
3:13. (Is. 1:9;
Rom. 11:5,
note)

l Zeph. 3:19-20

1:12

a Amos 6:1

1:13

b Deut. 28:39

1:15

c Is. 22:5

1:17

d Deut. 28:29

e Cp. Jer. 3:25;
44:23

1:18

f Ezek. 7:19

1258 ZEPHANIAH 1:12—2:7

*1:12 Literally on their lees, that is, settled like the
dregs of wine *2:6 Literally excavations, either
underground huts or cisterns

1:14 Verses 14–16 are the basis of the ancient Latin
hymn, Dies Irae (“Day of Wrath”).

2:1 undesirable. Literally shameless. Compare Jer. 3:3.



8“I have heard the reproach of
aMoab,

And the insults of the people of
bAmmon,

With which they have
reproached My people,

And made arrogant threats
against their borders.

9 Therefore, as I live,”
Says the LORD of hosts, the God

of Israel,
“Surely Moab shall be like

Sodom,
And the people of Ammon like

cGomorrah—
Overrun with weeds and

saltpits,
And a perpetual desolation.
The residue of My people shall

plunder them,
And the remnant of My people

shall possess them.”
10 This they shall have for their

pride,
Because they have reproached

and made arrogant threats
Against the people of the LORD

of hosts.
11 The LORD will be awesome to

them,
For He will reduce to nothing

all the gods of the earth;
People shall worship Him,
Each one from his place,
Indeed all the shores of the

nations.
12“You dEthiopians also,

You shall be slain by My sword.”
13 And He will stretch out His

hand against the north,
Destroy eAssyria,
And make Nineveh a

desolation,
As dry as the wilderness.

14 The herds shall lie down in her
midst,

2:15

f Is. 47:8

3:3

g Ezek. 22:27

3:4

h Ezek. 22:25;
Mic. 3:5,11

i Ezek. 22:26;
Mal. 2:7-8

2:8

a vv. 8-11; Amos
2:1-3

b vv. 8-11; Amos
1:13

2:9

c Deut. 29:23

2:12

d Is. 18:1-7; Ezek.
30:4-5

2:13

e Is. 10:5-27;
14:24-27; Mic.
5:5-6
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Every beast of the nation.
Both the pelican and the bittern
Shall lodge on the capitals of

her pillars;
Their voice shall sing in the

windows;
Desolation shall be at the

threshold;
For He will lay bare the cedar

work.
15 This is the rejoicing city

That dwelt fsecurely,
That said in her heart,

“I am it, and there is none
besides me.”

How has she become a
desolation,

A place for beasts to lie down!
Everyone who passes by her
Shall hiss and shake his fist.

III. The Moral State of Israel;
Captivity Will Come, 3:1–7

3WOE to her who is rebellious
and polluted,

To the oppressing city!
2 She has not obeyed His voice,

She has not received correction;
She has not trusted in the LORD,
She has not drawn near to her

God.
3 Her gprinces in her midst are

roaring lions;
Her judges are evening wolves
That leave not a bone till

morning.
4 Her hprophets are insolent,

treacherous people;
Her ipriests have polluted the

sanctuary,
They have done violence to the

law.
5 The LORD is righteous in her

midst,
He will do no unrighteousness.
Every morning He brings His

justice to light;

Sodom and Gomorrah: burning. Cities located in the
Valley of Siddim known for their extreme wickedness
and destroyed by God with fire and brimstone. Only
Lot and his family survived the destruction.

2:13 Nineveh. The capital of the ancient Assyrian Em-
pire was noted for its cruelty and violence (Jon. 3:8). This is
confirmed by the ancient records found there. Under the
preaching of Jonah in the eighth century B.C., the city and
king had turned to God (Jon. 3:3–10). But in the time of

Nahum, a century or more later, the city had wholly de-
parted from God. The message of Nahum, therefore,
though given perhaps a generation before the destruction
of the city, is not a call to repentance but an unrelieved
warning of judgment (1:9; 3:10). Such is the way of God;
light rejected brings destruction.

3:2 trusted. Trust is the characteristic OT word for the
NT “faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the OT,
and is the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to take
refuge (Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps. 22:8).



Shall bring My offering.
11 In that day you shall not be

shamed for any of your
deeds

In which you transgress against
Me;

For then I will take away from
your midst

Those who frejoice in your
pride,

And you shall no longer be
haughty

In My holy mountain.
12 I will leave in your midst

A meek and humble people,
And they shall trust in the

name of the LORD.
13 The gremnant of Israel shall do

no unrighteousness
And speak no lies,
Nor shall a deceitful tongue be

found in their mouth;
For they shall hfeed their flocks

and lie down,
And no one shall make them

afraid.”

Israel’s restoration and blessing;
the King in the kingdom

14 Sing, O daughter of Zion!
Shout, O Israel!
Be glad and rejoice with all

your heart,
O daughter of Jerusalem!

15 The LORD has taken away your
judgments,

He has cast out your enemy.
The iKing of Israel, the LORD, is

in your midst;
You shall see* disaster no more.

He never fails,
But the unjust knows no shame.

6“I have cut off nations,
Their fortresses are devastated;
I have made their streets

desolate,
With none passing by.
Their cities are destroyed;
There is no one, no inhabitant.

7 I said, ‘Surely you will fear Me,
You will receive instruction’—
So that her dwelling would not

be cut off,
Despite everything for which I

punished her.
But they rose early and

corrupted all their deeds.

IV. Future Judgment of the Gentiles,
Followed by Kingdom Blessing

under Messiah, 3:8–20
8“Therefore await for Me,” says

the LORD,
“Until the day I rise up for

plunder;*
My determination is to bgather

the cnations
To My assembly of kingdoms,

dTo pour on them My
indignation,

All my fierce anger;
All the earth shall be devoured
With the fire of My jealousy.

Israel’s cleansing
9“For then I will restore to the

peoples a pure elanguage,
That they all may call on the

name of the LORD,
To serve Him with one accord.

10 From beyond the rivers of
Ethiopia

My worshipers,
The daughter of My dispersed

ones,

3:11

f Is. 2:12; 5:15

3:13

g Remnant: vv.
13-20; Hag.
1:14. (Is. 1:9;
Rom. 11:5,
note)

h Ezek. 34:13-15

3:15

i Kingdom (OT):
vv. 13-20; Zech.
6:13. (Gen.
1:26; Zech.
12:8, note)

3:8

a Mic. 7:7; Hab.
2:3

b Is. 66:18; Joel
3:2; Mic. 4:12;
Matt. 25:32

c Cp. Zech. 12:9;
14:3

d Armageddon
(battle of): vv.
8,15; Zech.
10:3. (Is. 10:27;
Rev. 19:17,
note)

3:9

e Is. 19:18

1260 ZEPHANIAH 3:6–15

*3:8 Septuagint and Syriac read for witness;
Targum reads for the day of My revelation for
judgment; Vulgate reads for the day of My
resurrection that is to come. *3:15 Some
Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, and Bomberg read
see; Masoretic Text and Vulgate read fear.

3:7 fear. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expression
meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.

3:9 restore. In Zephaniah the conversion of “the peo-
ples” is stated out of the usual prophetic order, in which
the blessing of Israel and the setting up of the kingdom pre-
cede the conversion of the Gentiles. See Zech. 12:1,8, with
notes. But the passage gives clear testimony as to when the
conversion of the nations will occur. It is after the smiting
of the nations. Compare Is. 11:9 with context; Ps. 2:5–8;
Dan. 2:34–35; Acts 15:15–17; Rev. 19:19—20:6. pure
language. The prophet is not foretelling a universal lan-
guage, as though to reverse the consequences of Babel, but

the conversion of the nations, a spiritual transformation
readily discernible in their purified speech.

3:12 trust. Trust is the characteristic OT word for the
NT “faith” and “believe.” It occurs 154 times in the OT,
and is the rendering of Hebrew words signifying to take
refuge (Ps. 2:12); to lean on (Ps. 56:3); to roll on (Ps.
22:8).

3:15 midst. That this, and all like passages in the
prophets (see Kingdom (OT), Gen. 1:26–28; Zech. 12:8,
note), cannot refer to anything which occurred at the first
coming of Christ is clear from the context. Precisely the re-
verse is true. See, e.g., Is. 11:1, note.



16 In that day ait shall be said to
Jerusalem:

“Do not fear;
Zion, let not your hands be

weak.
17 The LORD your God in your

midst,
The Mighty One, will save;
He will brejoice over you with

gladness,
He will quiet you with His love,
He will rejoice over you with

singing.”
18“I will gather those who sorrow

over the appointed
assembly,

Who are among you,
To whom its reproach is a

burden.

3:20

c Is. 11:12; 27:12;
56:8; Ezek.
28:25; 34:13;
37:21; Amos
9:14

3:16

a Is. 35:3-4

3:17

b Deut. 30:9; Is.
62:5; 65:19; Jer.
32:41
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19 Behold, at that time

I will deal with all who afflict
you;

I will save the lame,
And gather those who were

driven out;
I will appoint them for praise

and fame
In every land where they were

put to shame.
20 At that time I will cbring you

back,
Even at the time I gather you;
For I will give you fame and

praise
Among all the peoples of the

earth,
When I return your captives

before your eyes,”
Says the LORD.

3:17 quiet you. Or be quiet in, a love too great for
words. with His love. For the LORD’s own, His final word
is not of anger, as with the unbelieving nations, but of love,
as expressed in this beautiful verse. When it comes to His

people, chastised and forgiven, the LORD rests His case in
love and rejoicing.

3:20 give you fame. This is the fulfillment of Israel’s
destiny, as stated in Deut. 26:19.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Haggai Rebuilding the Temple 6th Cent. B.C.

Background
Haggai, whose name means festive, was one of the early post-captivity prophets. His ministry was to rebuke the returned
exiles for their delay in rebuilding the Temple and to encourage them to set to work. Haggai was a contemporary of
Zechariah (Ezra 5:1–2).

The five messages that make up the Book of Haggai are among the most precisely dated of all prophecies, the year,
month, and day being specified in each case (1:1,15; 2:1,10,20). Such expressions as “then the word of the LORD came”
and “Thus says the LORD of hosts” occur about nineteen times in the two chapters of the prophecy.

Outline
The book may be divided according to the five messages of Haggai, as follows:

I. The First Message of Rebuke 1:1–11
A. Introduction 1:1–2
B. The Condition of the Exiles: God’s Discipline Because of Disobedience 1:3–11

II. The First Message of Encouragement 1:12–15
III. The Second Message of Encouragement: the Future Glory of the Temple 2:1–9
IV. The Second Message of Rebuke 2:10–19
V. The Third Message of Encouragement: the Final Overthrow of Gentile World Power 2:20–23

THE BOOK OF
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I. The First Message 
of Rebuke, 1:1–11

Introduction

1IN the asecond year of King Da-
rius, in the sixth month, on the

first bday of the month, the word of
the LORD came by cHaggai the
prophet to dZerubbabel the son of
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to
Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the
high priest, saying,

2“Thus speaks the LORD of hosts,
saying: ‘This people says, “The time
has not come, the time that the
LORD’S house should be built.” ’ ”

The condition of the exiles:
God’s discipline because of

disobedience
3Then the word of the LORD came

by Haggai the prophet, saying,
4“Is it time for you yourselves to

dwell in your paneled houses, and
this temple* to lie ein ruins?”

5Now therefore, thus says the
LORD of hosts: “Consider your ways!

6“You have fsown much, and
bring in little;

You eat, but do not have enough;
You drink, but you are not filled

with drink;
You clothe yourselves, but no

one is warm;
And he who earns wages,
Earns wages to put into a bag

with holes.”
7Thus says the LORD of hosts:

“Consider your ways!

1:8

g Ezra 3:7

1:10

h Deut. 28:23-24

1:11

i Cp. Mal. 3:9-11

1:14

j 2 Chr. 36:22;
Ezra 1:1

1:1

a Ezra 4:24; Hag.
2:10; Zech.
1:1,7

b Cp. Hag. 1:15;
2:1

c Ezra 5:1; 6:14

d 1 Chr. 3:19;
Ezra 2:2; Neh.
7:7; Zech. 4:6;
Matt. 1:12-13

1:4

e Cp. 2 Sam. 7:2

1:6

f Deut. 28:38-40
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8“Go up to the gmountains and

bring wood and build the temple,
that I may take pleasure in it and be
glorified,” says the LORD.

9“You looked for much, but in-
deed it came to little; and when you
brought it home, I blew it away.
Why?” says the LORD of hosts. “Be-
cause of My house that is in ruins,
while every one of you runs to his
own house.

10“Therefore the hheavens above
you withhold the dew, and the
earth withholds its fruit.

11“For I called for a idrought on
the land and the mountains, on the
grain and the new wine and the oil,
on whatever the ground brings
forth, on men and livestock, and on
all the labor of your hands.”

II. The First Message
of Encouragement, 1:12–15

The work recommenced
12Then Zerubbabel the son of

Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Je-
hozadak, the high priest, with all
the remnant of the people, obeyed
the voice of the LORD their God,
and the words of Haggai the proph-
et, as the LORD their God had sent
him; and the people feared the pres-
ence of the LORD.

13Then Haggai, the LORD’S mes-
senger, spoke the LORD’S message to
the people, saying, “I am with you,
says the LORD.”

14So the LORD jstirred up the spir-
*1:4 Literally house, and so in verse 8

1:1 King Darius. The dating of a Hebrew prophecy by
the reign of a Gentile monarch, in this instance Darius I
Hystaspis, reveals that the times of the Gentiles were in
progress (Luke 21:24). For similar instances, compare Dan.
2:1; 7:1; etc. sixth month. This is the month of Elul in the
Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of August–September. For more information on the
Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2. Hag-
gai. Haggai’s prophecy should be compared with the
prophecy of Zechariah, his contemporary, and also with
the historical record in the Book of Ezra, as follows: Hag.
1:1–11 with Ezra 4:24—5:1; Hag. 1:12–15 with Ezra 5:2
and Zech. 1:1–6; Hag. 2:10–23 with Zech. 1:7—6:15. Also
compare Ezra 5:3–17; 6:1–13 with Zech. 7—8. Zerubba-
bel . . . Joshua. Zerubbabel and Joshua were not only reli-
gious leaders, but prominent men in civic life also. Joshua.
Or Jeshua. Ezra 3:2; Neh. 12:1; Zech. 3:1–5.

Haggai: festive. A minor prophet who encouraged the
returned exiles to rebuild the temple.

1:2 time has not come. Contrast with this David’s con-
cern in 2 Sam. 7:2.

1:5,7 Consider. That is, Lay to heart.
1:9 blew it away. Indicative of God’s displeasure.
1:11 all the labor. The principle of Matt. 6:33 is valid in

every generation.
1:12 Joshua. Or Jeshua. Ezra 3:2; Neh. 12:1; Zech.

3:1–5. feared. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expression
meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.

Zerubbabel: scattered in Babylon. A prince of Judah
who led the first group of exiles back to Judah. He
started the work of rebuilding the temple and restored
the worship of God.



came out of Egypt, so My gSpirit re-
mains among you; do not fear!’

6“For thus says the LORD of hosts:
h‘Once more (it is a little while) I
will i jshake heaven and earth, the
sea and dry land;

7‘and I will shake all nations, and
they shall come to the Desire of All
Nations,* and I will fill this temple
with kglory,’ says the LORD of hosts.

8‘The silver is Mine, and the gold
is Mine,’ says the LORD of hosts.

9‘The glory of this latter temple
shall be greater than the former,’
says the LORD of hosts. ‘And in this
place I will give peace,’ says the
LORD of hosts.”

IV. The Second Message
of Rebuke, 2:10–19

God’s message of cleansing
and blessing

10On the l twenty-fourth day of
the ninth month, in the second year
of Darius, the word of the LORD
came by Haggai the prophet, saying,

11“Thus says the LORD of hosts:
‘Now, ask the priests concerning
the law, saying,

12“If one carries holy meat in the
fold of his garment, and with the
edge he touches bread or stew,
wine or oil, or any food, will it be-
come holy?” ’ ” Then the priests an-
swered and said, “No.”

it of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel,
governor of Judah, and the spirit of
Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the
high priest, and the spirit of all the
aremnant of the people; and they
came and bworked on the house of
the LORD of hosts, their God,

15on the twenty-fourth cday of the
sixth month, in the second year of
King Darius.

III. The Second Message
of Encouragement: the Future Glory

of the Temple, 2:1–9

The temples

2IN the dseventh month, on the
twenty-first of the month, the

word of the LORD came by Haggai
the prophet, saying:

2“Speak now to Zerubbabel the
son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah,
and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak,
the high priest, and to the remnant
of the people, saying:

3e ‘Who is left among you who
saw this temple* in its former glory?
And how do you see it now? In
comparison with it, is this not in
your eyes as nothing?

4‘Yet now be strong, Zerubbabel,’
says the LORD; ‘and be strong, Josh-
ua, son of Jehozadak, the high
priest; and be strong, all you people
of the land,’ says the LORD, ‘and
work; for I am with you,’ says the
LORD of hosts.

5‘According to the word that I
fcovenanted with you when you

2:5

g Holy Spirit (OT):
v. 5; Zech. 4:6.
(Gen. 1:2; Zech.
12:10, note)

2:6

h Heb. 12:26

i Christ (second
advent): vv. 6-7;
Zech. 2:10.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

j Cp. Ezek. 21:27;
Dan. 2:44; Joel
3:16

2:7

k 1 Kin. 8:11; Is.
60:7; Zech. 2:5

2:10

l v. 20

1:14

a Remnant: v. 14;
Zech. 8:6. (Is.
1:9; Rom. 11:5,
note)

b Ezra 5:2

1:15

c Cp. v. 1; 2:1

2:1

d Cp. v. 10

2:3

e Ezra 3:12-13

2:5

f Ex. 29:45;
33:12-14

1264 HAGGAI 1:15—2:12

*2:3 Literally house, and so in verses 7 and 9
*2:7 Or the desire of all nations

2:1 seventh month. This is the month of Tishri (or Etha-
nim) in the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the
modern months of September—October. For more infor-
mation on the Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at
Lev.23:2. twenty-first. This was the seventh day of the
Feast of Tabernacles (Lev. 23:39–44; compare John 7:37ff.).

2:4 Joshua. Or Jeshua. Not the same man as in Josh.
1:1ff.; Ezra 2:2.

2:9 glory. Or the future glory of this house shall be
greater than the former. temple. In a broad sense all the
temples (that is, Solomon’s, Ezra’s, Herod’s, that which will
be used by the unbelieving Jews under covenant with the
beast [Dan. 9:27; Matt. 24:15; 2 Thess. 2:3–4], and Ezek-
iel’s future kingdom temple [Ezek. 40—47]) are looked
upon as though they are the “house of the LORD,” since
they all profess to be that. For that reason Christ purified the
temple of His day, erected though it was by an Idumean
usurper to please the Jews (Matt. 21:12–13). Peace will be
bestowed through the Prince of Peace (Is. 9:6–7; compare
Mic. 5:5).

2:3 HAGGAI’S MESSAGE

The prophet calls the old men who remembered
Solomon’s temple, to witness to the new generation
how greatly that structure exceeded the present in mag-
nificence; and he then utters a prophecy (vv. 7–9) which
can only refer to the future kingdom temple described
by Ezekiel. It is certain that the restoration temple and all
subsequent structures, including Herod’s, were far infe-
rior in costliness and splendor to Solomon’s. 

The present period is described in Hos. 3:4–5. Verse
6 is quoted in Heb. 12:26–27. Verse 7, “I will shake all
nations,” refers to the great tribulation and is followed
by the coming of Christ in glory, as in Matt. 24:29–30.
“The Desire of All Nations” (LXX, “the riches of all na-
tions” that is, the treasures or desirable things) is an ex-
pression that refers ultimately to Christ, in whom all
true riches culminate. See Mal. 3:1, note.



13And Haggai said, “If one who is
aunclean because of a dead body
touches any of these, will it be un-
clean?” So the priests answered and
said, “It shall be unclean.”

14Then Haggai answered and
said, “ ‘So is this people, and so is
this nation before Me,’ says the
LORD, ‘and so is every work of their
hands; and what they offer there is
unclean.

15 ‘And now, carefully consider
from this day forward: from before
stone was laid upon stone in the
temple of the LORD—

16‘since those days, when one
came to a heap of btwenty ephahs,
there were but ten; when one came
to the wine vat to draw out fifty
baths from the press, there were
but twenty.

17‘I struck you with cblight and
mildew and hail in all the labors of
your hands; dyet you did not turn to
Me,’ says the LORD.

18‘Consider now e from this day
forward, from the twenty-fourth day
of the ninth month, from the day
that the foundation of the LORD’S
temple was flaid—consider it:

19‘Is the seed still in the barn? As

2:19

g Mal. 3:10

2:21

h Hag. 1:1-14; cp.
Ezra 5:2; Zech.
4:6-10

2:22

i Dan. 2:34-35,
44-45; Rev.
19:11-21

2:23

j Song 8:6; Jer.
22:24

k Is. 42:1; 43:10

2:13

a Lev. 22:4-6;
Num. 19:22

2:16

b Cp. Lev. 26:26;
Hag. 1:6-11

2:17

c Deut. 28:22;
Amos 4:9

d Amos 4:6-11

2:18

e vv. 15-19; cp.
Zech. 8:9-12

f Ezra 5:16
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yet the vine, the fig tree, the pome-
granate, and the olive tree have not
yielded fruit. But from this day I will
gbless you.’ ”

V. The Third Message of
Encouragement: the Final Overthrow

of Gentile World Power, 2:20–23
20And again the word of the LORD

came to Haggai on the twenty-
fourth day of the month, saying,

21“Speak to hZerubbabel, gover-
nor of Judah, saying:

‘ I will shake heaven and earth.
22 I will ioverthrow the throne of

kingdoms;
I will destroy the strength of

the Gentile kingdoms.
I will overthrow the chariots
And those who ride in them;
The horses and their riders

shall come down,
Every one by the sword of his

brother.
23‘In that day,’ says the LORD of

hosts, ‘I will take you, Zerubbabel
My servant, the son of Shealtiel,’
says the LORD, ‘and will make you
like a jsignet ring; for I have kcho-
sen you,’ says the LORD of hosts.”

2:13 unclean. The principle is illuminated by Lev. 6:18;
22:4–6; and Num. 19:11. The Mosaic law held that moral
cleanness could not be transmitted, but moral uncleanness
could. The long disobedience of the nation rendered their
work unprofitable before God.

2:15,18 consider. That is, lay to heart.
2:23 Zerubbabel. The Messianic line came through Ze-

rubbabel as a descendant of David (Matt. 1:12; Luke 3:27).
2:23 signet ring. The signet ring is a symbol of royal

authority.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Zechariah Messiah’s Advents 6th Cent. B.C.

Background
Zechariah, whose name means the LORD remembers, was a prophet of the restoration from Babylon. As a contemporary
of Haggai (compare 1:1 with Haggai 1:1), he began his two-year ministry in the second year of Darius I Hystaspis, 520
B.C. His messages cover events beginning with the rebuilding of the Temple and concluding with the millennium.

Expositors, both Jewish and Christian, have complained of the difficulty of the book. This is due largely to the visions of
chapters 1–6. But no Old Testament prophet has more prophecy concerning Christ, Israel, and the nations in so short a
space than Zechariah. He predicts the second coming of Christ. His reign, His priesthood, His kingship, His humanity, His
Deity, His building of the Temple of the LORD, His coming in lowliness, His bringing of permanent peace, His rejection and
betrayal for thirty pieces of silver, His return to Israel as the crucified One, and His being smitten by the sword of the LORD.

Zechariah’s predictions of other prophetic events of the end-time are equally clear and significant. In the last chapter
alone the prophet discloses the last siege of Jerusalem, the initial victory of the enemies of Israel, the cleaving of the
Mount of Olives, the LORD’s defense of Jerusalem by His visible appearing on Olivet, judgment on the confederated na-
tions, the topographical changes in the land of Israel, the Feast of Tabernacles in the millennium, and the ultimate holi-
ness of Jerusalem and her people.

Outline
The book may be divided as follows:

I. Call to Repentance 1:1–6
A. Introduction 1:1
B. A Solemn Warning and Call to Repentance 1:2–6

II. A Series of Eight Visions to Comfort Jerusalem 1:7—6:15
A. The Rider on the Red Horse 1:7–17
B. The Four Horns and Four Craftsmen 1:18–21
C. The Man with the Measuring Line in His Hand 2:1–13
D. Joshua the High Priest; the Lord’s Servant, the Branch 3:1–10
E. The Golden Lampstand and the Two Olive Trees 4:1–14
F. The Flying Scroll 5:1–4
G. The Basket and the Women 5:5–11
H. The Four Chariots 6:1–15

III. The Delegation from Bethel Concerning Fasting 7:1—8:23
A. The Question 7:1–3
B. The Lord’s Answer 7:4–7
C. The Reason for Unanswered Prayer 7:8–14
D. The Future Restoration of Israel in the Kingdom 8:1–8
E. Exhortation to Hear the Prophets 8:9–19
F. Jerusalem as the Religious Center of the Earth 8:20–23

IV. Prophecies Concerning the End of Israel’s Age and the Return and Reign of Christ 9:1—14:21
A. Destruction of Cities Surrounding Israel 9:1–8
B. Prophecy of the Messiah’s Triumphal Entry at First Advent 9:9
C. Future Deliverance of Judah and Ephraim (Israel) 9:10–17
D. Future Strengthening of Judah and Ephraim 10:1–8
E. The Dispersion and Regathering of Israel 10:9–12
F. Messiah the True Shepherd Rejected at His First Advent 11:1–14
G. The Foolish Shepherd to Be Overthrown 11:15–17
H. Jerusalem to Be Attacked but Judah to Be Delivered 12:1–9
I. The Spirit Poured Out: The Pierced One Revealed to the Repentent and Delivered Remnant 12:10–14
J. Cleansing of the Remnant 13:1

K. False Prophets to Be Ashamed 13:2–6
L. Prophecy of the True Prophet, Messiah 13:7

M. Israel to Be Refined and Delivered 13:8–9
N. The Lord’s Triumphant Return to Earth to Bring Deliverance 14:1–3
O. The Visible Return in Glory 14:4–7
P. The Establishment of the Kingdom 14:8–21
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I. Call to Repentance, 1:1–6

Introduction

1IN the eighth month of the sec-
ond year of aDarius, the word of

the LORD came to bZechariah the
son of Berechiah, the son of cIddo
the prophet, saying,

A solemn warning
and call to repentance

2“The LORD has been very angry
with your fathers.

3“Therefore say to them, ‘Thus
says the LORD of hosts: d“Return to
Me,” says the LORD of hosts, “and I
will return to you,” says the LORD of
hosts.

4“Do not be like your fathers,
to whom the former prophets
preached, saying, ‘Thus says the
LORD of hosts: “Turn now from your
evil ways and your evil deeds.” ’ But
they edid not hear nor heed Me,”
says the LORD.

5“Your fathers, where are they?
And the prophets, do they live

forever?
6 Yet surely My words and My

statutes,
Which I commanded My

servants the prophets,
Did they not overtake your

fathers?

“So they returned and said:

‘ Just as the LORD of hosts
determined to do to us,

According to our ways and
according to our deeds,

So He has dealt with us.’ ” ’ ”

1:9

f Zech. 4:4-5,13;
6:4

g Angel (of the
LORD): v. 9;
Zech. 1:11.
(Gen. 16:7;
Judg. 2:1, note).
See Heb. 1:4,
note

1:11

h Angel (of the
LORD): v. 11;
Zech. 1:12.
(Gen. 16:7;
Judg. 2:1, note).
See Heb. 1:4,
note

1:12

i Angel (of the
LORD): v. 12;
Zech. 1:13.
(Gen. 16:7;
Judg. 2:1, note).
See Heb. 1:4,
note

j Ps. 74:10; Jer.
12:4; cp. Rev.
6:10

k 2 Chr. 36:21;
Jer. 25:11-12;
29:10; Dan. 9:2

1:13

l Angel (of the
LORD): v. 13;
Zech. 1:14.
(Gen. 16:7;
Judg. 2:1, note).
See Heb. 1:4,
note

1:1

a v. 7; Ezra 4:24;
6:15; Hag. 1:1;
Zech. 7:1

b Ezra 5:1; 6:14

c Neh. 12:4,16

1:3

d Mal. 3:7

1:4

e 2 Chr. 36:15-16
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II. A Series of Eight Visions

to Comfort Jerusalem, 1:7—6:15

(1) The rider on the red horse
7On the twenty-fourth day of the

eleventh month, which is the
month Shebat, in the second year of
Darius, the word of the LORD came
to Zechariah the son of Berechiah,
the son of Iddo the prophet:

8I saw by night, and behold, a
man riding on a red horse, and it
stood among the myrtle trees in the
hollow; and behind him were
horses: red, sorrel, and white.

9Then I said, f“My lord, what are
these?” So the gangel who talked
with me said to me, “I will show
you what they are.”

10And the man who stood among
the myrtle trees answered and said,
“These are the ones whom the
LORD has sent to walk to and fro
throughout the earth.”

11So they answered the hAngel of
the LORD, who stood among the
myrtle trees, and said, “We have
walked to and fro throughout the
earth, and behold, all the earth is
resting quietly.”

The LORD displeased with 
the nations

12Then the iAngel of the LORD an-
swered and said, “O LORD of hosts,
jhow long will You not have mercy
on Jerusalem and on the cities of Ju-
dah, against which You were angry
these kseventy years?”

13And the LORD answered the lan-
gel who talked to me, with good
and comforting words.

1:1 eighth month. This is the month of Marchesvan (or
Bul) in the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the
modern months of October–November. For more informa-
tion on the Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev.
23:2.

Darius: Darius the Great was a king of Persia who en-
couraged the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem.

1:4 former. Pre-exilic prophets. 2 Chr. 24:19; Zech.
7:7.

1:7 eleventh month. This is the month of Shebet in the
Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of January–February. For more information on the
Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

Zechariah: whom Jehovah remembers. One of the mi-
nor prophets who presented a message of hope to the
Jews returning from exile.

1:8 saw by night. Zechariah’s first vision (vv. 8–17) re-
veals Judah in dispersion, Jerusalem under adverse posses-
sion, and the Gentile nations at rest about it. This condition
still continues, and the LORD’s answer to the intercession of
the angel sweeps on to the end-time of Gentile domina-
tion, when “the LORD will again comfort Zion,” etc. (vv.
16–17; Is. 40:1–5). See Kingdom (OT) (Gen. 1:26–28;
Zech. 12:8, note). red horse. Compare Rev. 6:4. The
whole period of Gentile world power is characterized by
the red horse, that is, by the sword. Compare also Dan.
9:26; Matt. 24:6–7. hollow. That is, a shady place or glen.



21And I said, “What are these
coming to do?” So he said, “These
are the khorns that scattered Judah,
so that no one could lift up his head;
but the craftsmen* are coming to
terrify them, to cast out the lhorns
of the nations that lifted up their
horn against the land of Judah to
scatter it.”

(3) The man with the measuring line
in his hand

2THEN I raised my eyes and
looked, and behold, a man with

a mmeasuring line in his hand.
2So I said, “Where are you go-

ing?” And he said to me, “To mea-
sure Jerusalem, to see what is its
width and what is its length.”

3And there was the nangel who
talked with me, going out; and an-
other angel was coming out to meet
him,

Jerusalem in the Kingdom Age
4who said to him, “Run, speak to

this young man, saying: ‘Jerusalem
shall be inhabited as towns without
walls, because of the multitude of
men and livestock in it.

5‘For I,’ says the LORD, ‘will be a
wall of fire all around her, and I will
be the glory in her midst.’ ”

6“Up, up! Flee from the land of
the north,” says the LORD; “for I
have spread you abroad like the four
winds of heaven,” says the LORD.

7“Up, Zion! Escape, you who dwell
with the daughter of oBabylon.”

8For thus says the LORD of hosts:
“He sent Me after glory, to the na-
tions which plunder you; for he
who touches you touches the pap-
ple of His eye.

9“For surely I will shake My hand
against them, and they shall become
spoil for their servants. Then you

14So the aangel who spoke with
me said to me, “Proclaim, saying,
‘Thus says the LORD of hosts:

“I am bzealous for Jerusalem
And for Zion with great zeal.

15 I am exceedingly angry with
the nations at ease;

For I was a little angry,
And they helped—but with evil

intent.”
16‘Therefore thus says the LORD:

“I am creturning to Jerusalem
with mercy;

My dhouse eshall be built in it,”
says the LORD of hosts,

“And a surveyor’s fline shall be
stretched out over
Jerusalem.” ’

17“Again proclaim, saying, ‘Thus
says the LORD of hosts:

“My cities shall again spread out
through prosperity;

The LORD will again gcomfort
Zion,

And will again hchoose
Jerusalem.” ’ ”

(2) The four horns and four craftsmen
18Then I raised my eyes and

looked, and there were four ihorns.
19And I said to the jangel who

talked with me, “What are these?”
So he answered me, “These are the
horns that have scattered Judah, Is-
rael, and Jerusalem.”

20Then the LORD showed me four
craftsmen.

1:21

k See v. 18, note;
Deut. 33:17,
note

l v. 19; Ps. 75:10

2:1

m Jer. 31:39

2:3

n Angel (of the
LORD): v. 3;
Zech. 3:1. (Gen.
16:7; Judg. 2:1,
note). See Heb.
1:4, note

2:7

o Is. 48:20; Jer.
51:6

2:8

p Deut. 32:10; Ps.
17:8

1:14

a Angel (of the
LORD): v. 14;
Zech. 1:19.
(Gen. 16:7;
Judg. 2:1, note).
See Heb. 1:4,
note

b Joel 2:18; Zech.
8:2; cp. 2 Cor.
11:2

1:16

c Zech. 2:10-11

d Ezra 6:14-15;
Hag. 1:4; Zech.
4:9

e 2 Chr. 36:23;
Ezra 1:2-3; Is.
44:28

f Zech. 2:1-12

1:17

g Is. 40:1-2; 51:3

h Is. 14:1; Zech.
2:12

1:18

i Lam. 2:17

1:19

j Angel (of the
LORD): v. 19;
Zech. 2:3. (Gen.
16:7; Judg. 2:1,
note). See Heb.
1:4, note
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1:18 raised my eyes. A horn is sometimes used as a
symbol of a Gentile king (Dan. 7:24; Rev. 17:12), and the
vision is of the four world empires (Dan. 2:36–44; 7:3–7),
which have “scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem” (v. 19).
See Deut. 33:17, note.

1:20 four craftsmen. The four craftsmen may denote
the four judgments of Ezek. 14:21 (“the sword and famine
and wild beasts and pestilence”), and in turn the four
horsemen and horses of Rev. 6:1–8. See v. 18, note.

2:1 THE MEASURING LINE

The measuring line (or rod) is used by Ezekiel (40:3,5)
as a symbol of preparation for rebuilding the city and
temple in the Kingdom Age. Here it has that meaning,
as the context shows (vv. 4–13).

The subject of the vision is the restoration of nation
and city. In no sense has this prophecy been fulfilled.
The order is: 

(1) the LORD in glory in Jerusalem (v. 5) (compare
Matt. 24:29–30); 

(2) the restoration of Israel (v. 6); 
(3) the judgment of the LORD upon the nations (vv.

8–9) (compare Matt. 25:31–32); and 
(4) the full blessing of the earth (vv. 10–13). 
See Kingdom (OT) (Gen. 1:26–28; Zech. 12:8, note;

Israel, Gen. 12:2–3; Rom. 11:26, note).

*1:21 Literally these



will know that the LORD of hosts has
sent Me.

10“Sing and rejoice, O daughter of
Zion! For behold, aI am coming and
I will dwell in your midst,” says the
LORD.

11“Many nations shall be joined
to the LORD in that day, and they
shall become My people. And I will
dwell in your midst. Then you will
know that the LORD of hosts has
sent Me to you.

12“And the LORD will btake pos-
session of Judah as His inheritance
in the Holy Land, and will again
choose Jerusalem.

13c“Be silent, all flesh, before the
LORD, for He is aroused from His
holy habitation!”

(4) Joshua the high priest;
the LORD’s servant, the BRANCH

3THEN he showed me Joshua the
high priest standing before the

dAngel of the LORD, and eSatan
standing at his right hand to oppose
him.

2And the LORD said to Satan, “The
LORD rebuke you, Satan! The LORD
who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke
you! Is this not a brand plucked
from the fire?”

3Now Joshua was fclothed with
filthy garments, and was standing
before the gAngel.

4Then He answered and spoke to
those who stood before Him, say-
ing, “Take away the filthy garments
from him.” And to him He said,
“See, I have removed your iniquity
from you, and I will hclothe you
with rich robes.”

5And I said, “Let them put a clean
turban on his head.” So they put a
clean turban on his head, and they

3:5

i Angel (of the
LORD): v. 5;
Zech. 3:6. (Gen.
16:7; Judg. 2:1,
note)

3:6

j Angel (of the
LORD): v. 6;
Zech. 4:1. (Gen.
16:7; Judg. 2:1,
note)

3:7

k Lev. 8:35; Ezek.
44:16

3:8

l See Is. 4:2, note

3:9

m See 1 Pet. 2:8,
note

n Zech. 4:10; cp.
Rev. 5:6

4:1

o Angel (of the
LORD): v. 1;
Zech. 5:5. (Gen.
16:7; Judg. 2:1,
note)

p Zech. 1:9; 3:1

2:10

a Christ (second
advent): vv. 10-
12; Zech. 6:13.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

2:12

b Deut. 32:9; Ps.
33:12; Jer.
10:16

2:13

c Hab. 2:20;
Zeph. 1:7

3:1

d Angel (of the
LORD): v. 1;
Zech. 3:3. (Gen.
16:7; Judg. 2:1,
note)

e Satan: vv. 1-2;
Matt. 4:1. (Gen.
3:1; Rev. 20:10,
note)

3:3

f Is. 64:6; cp.
Phil. 3:1-9

g Angel (of the
LORD): v. 3;
Zech. 3:5. (Gen.
16:7; Judg. 2:1,
note)

3:4

h Gen. 3:21
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put the clothes on him. And the
iAngel of the LORD stood by.

6Then the jAngel of the LORD ad-
monished Joshua, saying,

7“Thus says the LORD of hosts:

‘ If you will walk in My ways,
And if you will kkeep My

command,
Then you shall also judge My

house,
And likewise have charge of

My courts;
I will give you places to walk
Among these who stand here.

8 ‘Hear, O Joshua, the high priest,
You and your companions who

sit before you,
For they are a wondrous sign;
For behold, I am bringing forth

My Servant the lBRANCH.
9 For behold, the mstone

That I have laid before Joshua:
Upon the stone are nseven eyes.
Behold, I will engrave its

inscription,’
Says the LORD of hosts,

‘And I will remove the iniquity
of that land in one day.

10 In that day,’ says the LORD of
hosts,

‘Everyone will invite his
neighbor

Under his vine and under his
fig tree.’ ”

(5) The golden lampstand
and the two olive trees

4NOW the oangel pwho talked
with me came back and wak-

ened me, as a man who is wakened
out of his sleep.

2And he said to me, “What do
you see?” So I said, “I am looking,
and there is a lampstand of solid

2:10 dwell. Same Hebrew word as Shekinah.
2:12 Holy Land. This is the only place in the Bible

where the term “Holy Land” is used.
3:1 high priest. The purpose of this vision was to set

forth the reinstatement of Israel into their priestly office.
Compare Ex. 19:5–6. It discloses: (1) the change from self-
righteousness to the righteousness of God (see Rom. 3:21,
note), of which Paul’s experience in Phil. 3:1–9 is the illus-
tration, as it is also the foreshadowing of the conversion of
Israel; and (2) in type, the preparation of Israel for receiving
the LORD’s Branch (see Is. 4:2, note). The refusal of the Jews
to abandon self-righteousness for the righteousness of God

blinded them to the presence of the Branch in their midst at
His first advent (Rom. 10:1–4; 11:7–8). Compare Zech.
6:12–15, which speaks of the manifestation of the Branch
in glory (v. 13) as the Priest-King, when Israel will receive
Him. See Heb. 5:6, note.

3:2 a brand plucked from the fire. That is, retrieved for
God’s future purpose.

3:10 Verse 10 marks the time of fulfillment as in the fu-
ture kingdom. It speaks of a security which Israel has never
known since the captivity, nor will know until the kingdom
comes. Compare Is. 11:1–9.



9“The hands of Zerubbabel
Have hlaid the foundation of

this temple;*
His hands shall also ifinish it.
Then you will know
That the LORD of hosts has sent

Me to you.
10 For who has despised the day

of jsmall things?
For these seven rejoice to see
The plumb line in the hand of

Zerubbabel.
They are the keyes of the LORD,
Which lscan to and fro

throughout the whole
earth.”

11Then I answered and said to
him, “What are these two olive
trees—at the right of the lampstand
and at its left?”

12And I further answered and
said to him, “What are these two ol-
ive branches that drip into the re-
ceptacles* of the two gold pipes
from which the golden oil drains?”

13Then he answered me and said,
“Do you not know what these are?”
And I said, “No, my lord.”

14So he said, “These are the mtwo
anointed ones, who stand beside
the Lord of the whole earth.”

(6) The flying scroll

5THEN I turned and raised my
eyes, and saw there a flying

scroll.
2And he said to me, “What do

you see?” So I answered, “I see a
flying scroll. Its length is twenty
ncubits and its width ten cubits.”

3Then he said to me, “This is the
curse that goes out over the face of

gold with a bowl on top of it, and on
the stand aseven lamps with seven
pipes to the seven lamps.

3b“Two olive trees are by it, one
at the right of the bowl and the oth-
er at its left.”

4So I answered and spoke to the
angel who talked with me, saying,
“What are these, my lord?”

5Then the angel who talked with
me answered and said to me, “Do
you not know what these are?” And
I said, “No, my lord.”

6So he answered and said to me:

“This is the word of the LORD to
cZerubbabel:

‘Not by might nor by dpower,
but by My eSpirit,’

Says the LORD of hosts.
7 ‘Who are you, O great

fmountain?
Before Zerubbabel you shall

become a plain!
And he shall bring forth the

gcapstone
With shouts of “Grace, grace to

it!” ’ ”

Zerubbabel to finish
rebuilding the temple

8Moreover the word of the LORD
came to me, saying:

4:9

h Ezra 3:8-11;
5:16

i Ezra 6:14-15;
cp. Zech. 6:12-
13

4:10

j Cp. Neh. 4:2-4;
Hag. 2:3

k Zech. 3:9

l 2 Chr. 16:9

4:14

m Cp. Rev. 11:3-
12

5:2

n See Weights and
Measures (OT),
2 Chr. 2:10,
note

4:2

a Ex. 25:37; Rev.
4:5

4:3

b Rev. 11:3-4

4:6

c Hag. 1:1

d Is. 30:1; Hos.
1:7; Hag. 2:4-5

e Holy Spirit (OT):
v. 6; Zech.
12:10. (Gen.
1:2; Zech.
12:10, note)

4:7

f Jer. 51:25

g Christ (Stone): v.
7; Matt. 7:24-
25. (Gen. 49:24;
1 Pet. 2:8, note)
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*4:9 Literally house *4:12 Literally into the
hands of

Zerubbabel: scattered in Babylon. A prince of Judah
who led the first group of exiles back to Judah. He
started the work of rebuilding the temple and restored
the worship of God.

5:1 flying scroll. A scroll, in Scripture symbolism, de-
notes the written word, whether of God or man (Ezra 6:2;
Jer. 36:2,4,6, etc.; Ezek. 3:1–3, etc.). Zechariah’s sixth vi-
sion is of the rebuke of sin by the Word of God. The two
sins mentioned really transgress both tablets of the law. To
steal is to set aside our neighbor’s right; to swear is to set
aside God’s claim to reverence. As always, the law can
only curse (v. 3; Gal. 3:10–14).

4:2 THE VISION OF 
THE LAMPSTAND

In this vision the lampstand represents God’s witness
before the world. In the time of Zechariah this witness
was maintained by Israel. In the Church Age it is main-
tained by the Church (compare Rev. 1:12,13,20; 2:1,5;
etc.). Although the Church will be removed at the rap-
ture (1 Thess. 4:13–17; etc.), God will still maintain a
witness in the world. The two olive trees represent two
phases of God’s government, one the priestly and the
other the kingly. From these two olive trees the oil was
carried to the lampstand. Oil is the uniform symbol of
the Holy Spirit. See Acts 2:4, note.

The two olive trees represent Joshua and Zerubbabel,
whose witness in that day is the prototype of the two
witnesses of Rev. 11:3–12. Actually no human being
can be the real source of the power that actuates God’s
witness. It is only as Joshua, Zerubbabel, or any other
human being represents Christ, the true Priest-King, that
he fulfills this vision. In their fullest significance the two
olive trees speak of Christ, the LORD’s Priest-King (com-
pare Ps. 110:4).



the whole earth: ‘Every thief shall
be expelled,’ according to this side
of the scroll; and, ‘Every perjurer
shall be expelled,’ according to that
side of it.”

4“I will send out the curse,” says
the LORD of hosts;

“It shall enter the house of the
athief

And the house of the one who
bswears falsely by My
name.

It shall remain in the midst of
his house

And cconsume it, with its
timber and stones.”

(7) The basket and the women
5Then the dangel who talked with

me came out and said to me, “Lift
your eyes now, and see what this is
that goes forth.”

6So I asked, “What is it?” And he
said, “It is a ebasket* that is going
forth.” He also said, “This is their
resemblance throughout the earth:

7“Here is a lead disc lifted up, and
this is a woman sitting inside the
basket”;

8then he said, “This is Wicked-
ness!” And he thrust her down into
the basket, and threw the lead cov-
er* over its mouth.

9Then I raised my eyes and looked,
and there were two women, coming
with the wind in their wings; for
they had wings like the wings of a
fstork, and they lifted up the basket
between earth and heaven.

10So I said to the gangel who
talked with me, “Where are they
carrying the basket?”

6:4

h Angel (of the
LORD): v. 4;
Zech. 6:5. (Gen.
16:7; Judg. 2:1,
note)

6:5

i Angel (of the
LORD): v. 5;
Zech. 12:8.
(Gen. 16:7;
Judg. 2:1, note)

6:6

j v. 8; cp. Jer.
1:14; Ezek. 1:4

5:4

a Ex. 20:15; Lev.
19:11

b Ex. 20:7; Lev.
19:12; Is. 48:1;
Jer. 5:2

c Cp. Prov. 3:33

5:5

d Angel (of the
LORD): v. 5;
Zech. 5:10.
(Gen. 16:7;
Judg. 2:1, note)

5:6

e See Weights and
Measures (OT),
2 Chr. 2:10,
note

5:9

f Lev. 11:13,19
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g Angel (of the
LORD): v. 10;
Zech. 6:4. (Gen.
16:7; Judg. 2:1,
note)
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11And he said to me, “To build a

house for it in the land of Shinar;
when it is ready, the basket will be
set there on its base.”

(8) The four chariots

6THEN I turned and raised my
eyes and looked, and behold,

four chariots were coming from be-
tween two mountains, and the
mountains were mountains of
bronze.

2With the first chariot were red
horses, with the second chariot
black horses,

3with the third chariot white
horses, and with the fourth chariot
dappled horses—strong steeds.

4Then I answered and said to the
hangel who talked with me, “What
are these, my lord?”

5And the iangel answered and
said to me, “These are four spirits of
heaven, who go out from their sta-
tion before the Lord of all the earth.

6“The one with the black horses
is going to the jnorth country, the
white are going after them, and the
dappled are going toward the south
country.”

7Then the strong steeds went
out, eager to go, that they might
walk to and fro throughout the
earth. And He said, “Go, walk to
and fro throughout the earth.” So
they walked to and fro throughout
the earth.

8And He called to me, and spoke
to me, saying, “See, those who go
toward the north country have giv-
*5:6 Hebrew ephah, a measuring container, and so
elsewhere *5:8 Literally stone

5:3,6 earth. Or land, that is, Palestine.
5:5 In the vision of the measuring basket (vv.5–11) there

is a blending of elements from Zechariah’s time with those
of the far distant future. The basket is employed to indicate
how the measure of Israel’s sins had accumulated in that
day. Compare, for the figure of a measure, 2 Sam. 8:2; Jer.
51:13; Hab. 3:6–7; Matt. 7:2; 23:32. For such iniquity
there must be, first of all, the restraint of God in order that
the righteous may be permitted to live in the land; this is
symbolized by the basket’s lead cover. Second, evil must
be completely eradicated from the land and carried back to
the seat of idolatry and defiance of God, namely, Babylon;
this is indicated by the flight of the basket to Babylon, its
base. Compare Rev. 18.

5:11 Shinar. That is, Babylon, Dan. 1:2.

6:1 four chariots. The interpretation of the eighth vi-
sion must be governed by the authoritative declaration of
v. 5. The four chariots with their horses do not symbolize
the four world empires of Daniel, but “four spirits of
heaven, who go out from their station before the LORD of
all the earth.” These spirits are angels (Luke 1:19; Heb.
1:14). They have also a ministry earthward, and of like
nature with the spirits of Zech. 6:1–8, that is, judgment.
The symbol (chariots and horses) is in perfect harmony
with this. Always in Scripture symbolism, they stand for
the power of God earthward in judgment (Jer. 46:9–10;
Joel 2:3–11; Nah. 3:1–7). The vision, then, speaks of the
LORD’s judgments upon the Gentile nations north and
south in the day of the LORD (Is. 2:10–22; Rev.
19:11–21).



III. The Delegation from Bethel
concerning Fasting, 7—8

The question

7NOW in the ifourth year of King
Darius it came to pass that the

word of the LORD came to Zechari-
ah, on the fourth day of the ninth
month, Chislev,

2when the people* sent Sher-
ezer,* with Regem-Melech and his
men, to the house of God,* to pray
before the LORD,

3and to ask the priests who were
in the house of the LORD of hosts,
and the prophets, saying, “Should I
weep in the fifth month and fast as I
have done for so many years?”

The answer of the LORD:
their fasts were mere form

4Then the word of the LORD of
hosts came to me, saying,

5“Say to all the people of the land,
and to the priests: ‘When you jfast-
ed and mourned in the fifth and sev-
enth months during those seventy
years, did you really fast for Me—
for kMe?

6 l ‘When you eat and when you
drink, do you not eat and drink for
yourselves?

7‘Should you not have obeyed the
mwords which the LORD proclaimed
through the nformer prophets when
Jerusalem and the cities around it
were inhabited and prosperous, and
the South and the Lowland were in-
habited?’ ”

en rest to My Spirit in the north
country.”

The symbolic crowning of Joshua
9Then the word of the LORD came

to me, asaying:
10“Receive the gift from the cap-

tives—from Heldai, Tobijah, and Je-
daiah, who have come from Bab-
ylon—and go the same day and
enter the house of Josiah the son of
Zephaniah.

11“Take the silver and bgold,
make an elaborate crown, and set it
on the head of cJoshua the son of Je-
hozadak, the high priest.

12“Then speak to him, saying,
‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, saying:

“Behold, the Man whose name
is the dBRANCH!

From His place He shall branch
out,

And He shall build the temple
of the LORD;

13 Yes, He shall build the temple
of the LORD.

He shall bear the eglory,
And shall sit and rule on His

fthrone;
So He shall be a gpriest on His

hthrone,
And the counsel of peace shall

be between them both.” ’
14“Now the elaborate crown shall

be for a memorial in the temple of
the LORD for Helem,* Tobijah, Jeda-
iah, and Hen the son of Zephaniah.

15“Even those from afar shall
come and build the temple of the
LORD. Then you shall know that the
LORD of hosts has sent Me to you.
And this shall come to pass if you
diligently obey the voice of the LORD
your God.”

7:1

i Cp. Ezra 6:15;
Zech. 1:1

7:5

j Zech. 8:19

k Is. 1:11-12;
58:1-9

7:6

l Deut. 12:7;
14:26; 1 Chr.
29:29; cp.
1 Cor. 10:31;
11:20-22

7:7

m Inspiration: v. 7;
Matt. 2:5. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

n Zech. 1:4

6:9

a Parables (OT):
vv. 9-15; Zech.
11:7. (Judg. 9:8;
Zech. 11:7,
note)

6:11

b Cp. Ezra 7:14-
16; 8:26-30

c Hag. 1:1; Zech.
3:1-5

6:12

d See Is. 4:2, note

6:13

e Is. 11:10; 22:24

f Kingdom (OT):
vv. 11-13; Zech.
12:8. (Gen.
1:26; Zech.
12:8, note)

g Ps. 110:4

h Christ (second
advent): vv. 11-
13; Zech. 12:10.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)
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*6:14 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and
Vulgate; Syriac reads for Heldai (compare verse 10);
Septuagint reads for the patient ones.
*7:2 Literally they (compare verse 5) * Or Sar-
Ezer * Hebrew Bethel

6:11 crown. Following the earth-judgments symbolized
in the war chariots (6:1–8) comes the manifestation of
Christ in His kingdom glory (vv. 9–15). This is the invari-
able prophetic order: first, the judgments of the day of the
LORD (Is. 2:10–22; Rev. 19:11–21); then, the kingdom
(compare Ps. 2:5 with 2:6; Is. 3:24–26 with 4:2–6;
10:33–34 with 11:1–10; Rev. 19:19–21 with 20:4–6). This
is set forth symbolically by the crowning of Joshua, which
was not a vision but was actually done (compare Ezek.
37:16–22). The fulfillment in the Branch will infinitely tran-
scend the symbol. He “shall bear the glory” (v. 13; Matt.
16:27; 24:30; 25:31) as the Priest-King on His own throne

(vv. 12–13; Heb. 7:1–3). Christ is now a Priest but is still in
the holiest within the veil (Heb. 9:11–14,24; compare Lev.
16:15) and seated on the Father’s throne (Rev. 3:21). He
has not yet come out to take His own throne (Heb. 9:28). It
was to keep alive this larger hope of Israel that this crown
was made for the symbolical crowning of Joshua; it was to
be laid up in the temple as a memorial.

7:1 Chislev. This is the ninth month in the Hebrew reli-
gious calendar. It correlates to the modern months of No-
vember–December. For more information on the Hebrew
religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

7:7 The South translates the Hebrew word Negev,



Why their prayers were unanswered
8Then the word of the LORD came

to Zechariah, saying,
9“Thus says the LORD of hosts:

‘Execute true justice,
Show mercy and compassion
Everyone to his brother.

10 Do not oppress the widow or
the fatherless,

The alien or the poor.
Let none of you aplan evil in

his heart
Against his brother.’

11“But they refused to heed,
shrugged their shoulders, and
stopped their ears so that they could
bnot hear.

12“Yes, they made their hearts like
flint, refusing to hear the law and the
words which the LORD of hosts had
sent by His Spirit through the cfor-
mer prophets. Thus great dwrath
came from the LORD of hosts.

13“Therefore it happened, that
just as He proclaimed and they

7:13

e Prov. 1:24-28;
Is. 1:15; Jer.
11:11

7:14

f Lev. 26:33;
Deut. 4:27;
28:64; Neh. 1:8

8:2

g Joel 2:18; Zech.
1:14; cp. 2 Cor.
11:2

8:3

h Zech. 1:16

i Zech. 2:10-11

7:10

a Ezek. 18:5;
45:9; Mic. 6:6-
8; Zech. 8:16

7:11

b Jer. 17:23

7:12

c Neh. 9:30

d Dan. 9:11-12
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would enot hear, so they called out
and I would not listen,” says the
LORD of hosts.

14“But I fscattered them with a
whirlwind among all the nations
which they had not known. Thus
the land became desolate after
them, so that no one passed
through or returned; for they made
the pleasant land desolate.”

The LORD will restore Israel
in the kingdom

8AGAIN the word of the LORD of
hosts came, saying,

2“Thus says the LORD of hosts:

‘ I am gzealous for Zion with
great zeal;

With great fervor I am zealous
for her.’

3“Thus says the LORD:

‘ I will hreturn to Zion,
And idwell in the midst of

Jerusalem.
Jerusalem shall be called the

City of Truth,

which is based on a word meaning “to be dry.” It is a geo-
graphical term which refers to a specific section of Pales-
tine (e.g. Gen. 13:1) located between Debir and the Arabi-
an Desert. It is an arid region most of the year. Since this
area was south of the larger part of Israel, the word also
came to be used to denote that direction (compare Gen.
13:14; Dan. 8:4,9; 11:5, etc.). Lowland. The “lowland” or
Shephelah is a section of the Holy Land bounded on the
north by the Valley of Aijalon, on the west by the Maritime
Plain, on the east by the Central Plateau, and reaching to
Beersheba in the south. It is characterized by low, rounded
chalk hills divided by several broad valleys.

7:2 A FAST DAY OBSERVANCE

The mission of these Jews concerned a fast day institut-
ed by the Jews during the captivity in commemoration
of the destruction of Jerusalem, wholly of their own will
and without warrant from the Word of God. In the be-
ginning there was doubtless sincere contrition in the
observance of the day; now it had become a mere cer-
emonial. The Jews sent from Bethel would be rid of it,
but seek authority from the priests. The whole matter,
like much in modern pseudo-Christianity, was extra-
biblical, formal, and futile.

The LORD takes the occasion to send a divine mes-
sage to the inquirers. That message is in five parts:

(1) Their fast was a mere religious form; they should
rather have given heed to the “former prophets” (vv.
4–7; compare Is. 1:12; Matt. 15:1–10). 

(2) They are told why their prayer of seventy years
has not been answered (vv. 8–14; compare Ps. 66:18;
Is. 1:14–17). 

(3) The unchanged purpose of the LORD and the
blessing of Israel in the kingdom are alluded to (8:1–8;
compare a like order in Is. 1:24–31 with 2:1–4). 

(4) The messengers of the captivity are exhorted to
hear “the prophets who spoke in the day the foundation
was laid,” that is, Haggai and Zechariah, and to do just-
ly; then all their fasts and feasts will become gladness
and joy (8:9–19). And 

(5) they are assured that Jerusalem is yet to be the re-
ligious center of the earth (8:20–23; compare Is. 2:1–3;
Zech. 14:16–21).

8:3 SANCTIFICATION, HOLINESS 
IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, 

SUMMARY

In the OT various forms of the words consecrate, dedi-
cate, sanctify, and holiness are renderings of one He-
brew word. The terms are used of persons and of things,
and have an identical meaning, that is, set apart. Only
when used of God Himself (e.g. Lev. 11:45), or of the
holy angels (e.g. Dan. 4:13), is any inward moral qual-
ity necessarily implied. Doubtless a priest or other per-
son set apart to the service of God, whose whole will
and desire went with his setting apart, experienced pro-
gressively an inner detachment from evil. See Matt. 4:5
and Rev. 22:11, notes.



For I set all men, everyone,
against his neighbor.

11 i ‘But now I will not treat the
remnant of this people as in the for-
mer days,’ says the LORD of hosts.
12 ‘For the seed shall be

prosperous,
The vine shall give its fruit,
The ground shall give her

increase,
And the heavens shall give

their dew—
I will cause the remnant of this

people
To possess all these.

13 And it shall come to pass
That just as you were a curse

among the nations,
O house of Judah and house of

Israel,
So I will save you, and jyou

shall be a blessing.
Do not fear,
Let your hands be strong.’

14“For thus says the LORD of
hosts:

‘ Just as I determined to punish
you

When your fathers provoked
Me to wrath,’

Says the LORD of hosts,
‘And I would not relent,

15 So again in these days
I am determined to do good
To Jerusalem and to the house

of Judah.
Do not fear.

16 These are the things you shall
kdo:

lSpeak each man the truth to his
neighbor;

Give judgment in your gates for
truth, justice, and peace;

17 Let none of you think evil in
your* heart against your
neighbor;

And do not love a false oath.
For all these are things that I

hate,’
Says the LORD.”

The Mountain of the LORD of
hosts,

The a bHoly Mountain.’
4“Thus says the LORD of hosts:

‘Old c men and old women shall
again sit

In the streets of Jerusalem,
Each one with his staff in his

hand
Because of great age.

5 The streets of the city
Shall be dfull of boys and girls
Playing in its streets.’

6“Thus says the LORD of hosts:

‘ If it is marvelous in the eyes of
the eremnant of this people
in these days,

Will it also be marvelous in My
eyes?’

Says the LORD of hosts.
7“Thus says the LORD of hosts:

‘Behold, I will save My people
from the land of the east

And from the land of the west;
8 I will fbring them back,

And they shall dwell in the
midst of Jerusalem.

They shall be gMy people
And I will be their God,
In truth and righteousness.’

Exhortation to hear the prophets
9“Thus says the LORD of hosts:

‘Let your hands be strong,
You who have been hearing in

these days
These words by the mouth of

the hprophets,
Who spoke in the day the

foundation was laid
For the house of the LORD of

hosts,
That the temple might be built.

10 For before these days
There were no wages for man

nor any hire for beast;
There was no peace from the

enemy for whoever went
out or came in;

8:11

i Hag. 2:15-19

8:13

j Gen. 12:2; Is.
19:24-25; Ezek.
34:26; Zeph.
3:20; cp. Ruth
4:11-12

8:16

k Zech. 7:9-10

l Eph. 4:25

8:3

a Sanctification
(OT): v. 3; (Gen.
2:3; Zech. 8:3,
note)

b Is. 11:9; Jer.
31:23

8:4

c Cp. Is. 65:20

8:5

d Jer. 30:19-20

8:6

e Remnant: vv. 6-
8,11-12; Zech.
11:7. (Is. 1:9;
Rom. 11:5,
note)

8:8

f Zeph. 3:20

g Jer. 30:22;
31:1,33; Zech.
13:9

8:9

h Ezra 5:1-2; 6:14;
Hag. 2:4; Zech.
4:9
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*8:17 Literally his

8:6 remnant. The remnant in vv. 6,11,12 refers to the
remnant of Judah which returned from Babylon, among
whom Zechariah was prophesying. See Rom. 11:5, note.

8:9 prophets. Haggai and Zechariah, who were in

Jerusalem when the Temple was begun (Ezra 5:1–2).
8:12 For the seed shall be prosperous. Literally For the

seed of peace, the vine.



18Then the word of the LORD of
hosts came to me, saying,

19“Thus says the LORD of hosts:

‘The fast of the fourth month,
The fast of the fifth,
The fast of the seventh,
And the fast of the tenth,
Shall be joy and gladness and

acheerful feasts
For the house of Judah.
Therefore love truth and

peace.’

Jerusalem to be the religious center
of the earth

20“Thus says the LORD of hosts:

‘Peoples shall yet come,
Inhabitants of many cities;

21 The inhabitants of one city
shall go to another, saying,

“Let us continue to go and pray
before the LORD,

And bseek the LORD of hosts.
I myself will go also.”

22 Yes, cmany peoples and strong
nations

Shall come to seek the LORD of
hosts in Jerusalem,

And to pray before the LORD.’
23“Thus says the LORD of hosts:

‘In those days ten men from every
language of the nations shall dgrasp
the sleeve of a Jewish man, saying,
“Let us go with you, for we have
heard that God is with you.” ’ ”

9:1

e See Is. 13:1,
note

f Is. 17:1

9:2

g vv. 2-4; Is. 23:1-
18; Jer. 25:22;
47:4; Ezek.
26:1-21; 28:20-
24; Amos 1:9-
10

9:5

h Zeph. 2:4-5

8:19

a Cp. Zech. 7:3,5

8:21

b Is. 2:2-3

8:22

c Is. 66:23; Zech.
14:16-21

8:23

d Is. 45:14
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IV. Prophecies concerning the End

of Israel’s Age and the Return
and Reign of Christ, 9—14

Destruction of cities
surrounding Israel

9THE eburden of the word of the
LORD

Against the land of Hadrach,
And fDamascus its resting

place
(For the eyes of men
And all the tribes of Israel
Are on the LORD);

2 Also against Hamath, which
borders on it,

And against gTyre and Sidon,
though they are very wise.

3 For Tyre built herself a tower,
Heaped up silver like the dust,
And gold like the mire of the

streets.
4 Behold, the Lord will cast her

out;
He will destroy her power in

the sea,
And she will be devoured by

fire.
5 Ashkelon shall see it and fear;

Gaza also shall be very
sorrowful;

And hEkron, for He dried up
her expectation.

The king shall perish from
Gaza,

And Ashkelon shall not be
inhabited.

8:19 fourth month. This is the month of Tammuz in the
Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the modern
months of June–July. For more information on the Hebrew
religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2. fifth. This is
the month of Ab in the Hebrew religious calendar. It corre-
lates to the modern months of July–August. For more infor-
mation on the Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at
Lev. 23:2. seventh. This is the month of Tishri (or Etha-
nim) in the Hebrew religious calendar. It correlates to the
modern months of September–October. For more informa-
tion on the Hebrew religious calendar, see the note at Lev.
23:2. tenth. This is the month of Tebeth in the Hebrew
religious calendar. It correlates to the modern months of
December–January. For more information on the Hebrew
religious calendar, see the note at Lev. 23:2.

8:23 In those days. That is, in the days when Jerusalem
has been made the center of earth’s worship, in the millen-
nial age. Verse 23 explains: the Jew (compare Remnant, Is.
1:9; see Rom. 11:5, note) will then be the missionary.

8:14 REPENTANCE IN THE 
OLD TESTAMENT, SUMMARY

In the OT, “repentance” is one of the English words
used to translate the Hebrew nacham, to be eased or
comforted. It is used of both God and man. Relent is
usually used for God in the NKJV. Notwithstanding the
literal meaning of nacham, it is evident, from a study of
all the passages, that the sacred writers use it in the
sense of metanoia in the NT, meaning a change of
mind. See Matt. 3:2; Acts 17:30, note.

As in the NT, such change of mind is often accompa-
nied by contrition and self-judgment. When applied to
God, the word is used phenomenally, according to OT
custom. God seems to change His mind. The phenom-
ena are such as, in the case of a man, would indicate a
change of mind.



Because of the blood of your
covenant,

I will set your prisoners free
from the waterless pit.

12 Return to the hstronghold,
You prisoners of ihope.
Even today I declare
That I will restore jdouble to

you.
13 For I have bent Judah, My bow,

Fitted the bow with Ephraim,
And raised up your sons, O Zion,
Against your sons, O Greece,
And made you like the sword of

a mighty man.”
14 Then the LORD will be seen

over them,
And His karrow will go forth

like lightning.
The Lord GOD will blow the

trumpet,
And go with whirlwinds from

the south.
15 The LORD of hosts will ldefend

them;
They shall devour and subdue

with slingstones.
They shall drink and roar as if

with wine;
They shall be filled with blood

like basins,
Like the corners of the altar.

16 The LORD their God will msave
them in that day,

As the flock of His people.
For they shall be like the

n jewels of a crown,
Lifted like a banner over His

land—
17 For how great is its* goodness

And how great its* obeauty!
Grain shall make the young

men thrive,
And new wine the young

women.

6“A mixed race shall settle in
aAshdod,

And I will cut off the pride of
the bPhilistines.

7 I will take away the blood from
his mouth,

And the abominations from
between his teeth.

But he who remains, even he
shall be for our God,

And shall be like a leader in
Judah,

And Ekron like a Jebusite.
8 I will ccamp around My house

Because of the army,
Because of him who passes by

and him who returns.
No more shall an oppressor

pass through them,
For now I have seen with My

eyes.

Prophecy of Messiah’s
triumphal entry at first advent

9“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of
Zion!

Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your dKing is coming to

you;
eHe is just and having salvation,
Lowly and riding on a donkey,
A colt, the foal of a donkey.

Future deliverance
of Judah and Ephraim (Israel)

10 I will cut off the chariot from
Ephraim

And the horse from Jerusalem;
The fbattle bow shall be cut off.
He shall speak peace to the

nations;
His gdominion shall be ‘from

sea to sea,
And from the River to the ends

of the earth.’
11“As for you also,

9:12

h Jer. 16:19. See
context from v.
14

i Jer. 17:13; cp.
Heb. 6:18-19

j Is. 61:7

9:14

k Hab. 3:11

9:15

l Zech. 12:8

9:16

m Jer. 31:10-11

n Is. 62:3; Mal.
3:17

9:17

o Ps. 45:1-16

9:6

a Amos 1:8

b Ezek. 25:15-17

9:8

c Zech. 2:5

9:9

d Matt. 21:1-10;
Mark 11:1-10;
Luke 19:29-40;
John 12:12-15

e Christ (first ad-
vent): v. 9;
Zech. 11:13.
(Gen. 3:15; Acts
1:11, note)

9:10

f Ps. 46:9; Is. 2:4;
Hos. 2:18; Mic.
4:3

g Ps. 72:8
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*9:17 Or His * Or His

9:8 him who passes by. This refers to the advance and
return of Alexander (v. 13) after the battle of Issus. He sub-
dued the cities mentioned in vv. 1–6, and afterward re-
turned to Greece without harming Jerusalem. But the
greater meaning converges on the yet future last days (see
Acts 2:17, note), as the latter part of v. 8 shows, for many
oppressors have passed through Jerusalem since the days
of Alexander.

9:9 your King is coming. The events following this
manifestation of Christ as King are recorded in the Gospels.
The real faith of the multitude who cried “Hosanna” is giv-

en in Matt. 21:11. So little was Jesus deceived by His ap-
parent reception as King that He wept over Jerusalem and
announced its impending destruction, fulfilled in A.D. 70.
Compare Luke 19:38–44. The same multitude soon cried,
“Crucify him.”

9:10 After the King is introduced in v. 9, the following
verses look forward to the end time and the kingdom.

9:11 set your prisoners free. Compare Is. 24:17-23,
where vv. 21,23 fix the time as the day of the LORD. See
Rev. 19:19, note.

9:13 And raised up. Literally I will raise up.



Future strengthening
of Judah and Ephraim

10ASK the LORD for arain
In the time of the latter rain.*

The LORD will make flashing
clouds;

He will give them showers of
rain,

Grass in the field for everyone.
2 For the idols* speak delusion;

The diviners envision blies,
And tell false dreams;
They comfort in vain.
Therefore the people wend

their way like csheep;
They are in trouble dbecause

there is no shepherd.
3“My anger is kindled against the

eshepherds,
And I will punish the

goatherds.
For the LORD of hosts will visit

His flock,
The house of Judah,
And will make them as His

royal horse in the fbattle.
4 From him comes the

cornerstone,
From him the tent peg,
From him the battle bow,
From him every ruler* together.

5 They shall be like mighty men,
Who tread down their enemies
In the mire of the streets in the

battle.
They shall fight because the

LORD is with them,
And the riders on horses shall

be put to shame.
6“I will strengthen the house of

Judah,
And I will save the house of

Joseph.
I will bring them back,
Because I have gmercy on them.

hThey shall be as though I had
not cast them aside;

10:6

i Zech. 13:9

10:8

j Is. 5:26

k See Ex. 6:6 and
Is. 59:20, notes

l Zech. 2:4

10:9

m Hos. 2:23

n Deut. 30:1

10:11

o Zeph. 2:13

10:1

a Joel 2:23

10:2

b Jer. 27:9; Ezek.
13

c Jer. 50:6,17

d Ezek. 34:5-8

10:3

e Jer. 25:34-36;
Ezek. 34:2;
Zech. 11:17

f Armageddon
(battle of): v. 3;
Zech. 12:2. (Is.
10:27; Rev.
19:17, note)

10:6

g Zech. 1:16

h Israel (prophe-
cies): vv. 6-12;
Matt. 24:31.
(Gen. 12:2;
Rom. 11:26,
note)
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For I am the LORD their God,
And I will ihear them.

7 Those of Ephraim shall be like
a mighty man,

And their heart shall rejoice as
if with wine.

Yes, their children shall see it
and be glad;

Their heart shall rejoice in the
LORD.

8 I will jwhistle for them and
gather them,

For I will kredeem them;
And they shall lincrease as they

once increased.

The dispersion
and regathering of Israel

9“I will msow them among the
peoples,

And they shall nremember Me
in far countries;

They shall live, together with
their children,

And they shall return.
10 I will also bring them back from

the land of Egypt,
And gather them from Assyria.
I will bring them into the land

of Gilead and Lebanon,
Until no more room is found

for them.
11 He shall pass through the sea

with affliction,
And strike the waves of the sea:
All the depths of the River shall

dry up.
Then the pride of oAssyria shall

be brought down,
And the scepter of Egypt shall

depart.
12“So I will strengthen them in

the LORD,
And they shall walk up and

down in His name,”
Says the LORD.

*10:1 That is, spring rain *10:2 Hebrew
teraphim *10:4 Or despot

10:1 latter rain. Compare Hos. 6:3; Joel 2:23–32; Zech.
12:10. There are both a physical and spiritual meaning: rain
as of old will be restored to Palestine, but also there will be
a mighty effusion of the Spirit upon restored Israel.

10:4 comes. The tense is futuristic: “From him [Judah]
will come the cornerstone [Ex. 17:6; see 1 Pet. 2:8, note],
from him the tent peg [Is. 22:23–24], from him the battle
bow,” etc. The whole scene is of the events which cluster
around the deliverance of Israel at the time of the invasion

of Palestine from the north (Ezek. 38—39) and the final lib-
eration which will be completely effected by the return of
the Lord (Rev. 19:11–21); but previously He strengthens
the hard-pressed Israelites (Mic. 4:13; Zech. 9:13–15;
10:5–7; 12:2–6; 14:14). That there may have been a fulfill-
ment in the Maccabean victories can neither be affirmed
nor denied from Scripture, but the ultimate fulfillment,
when Christ comes again, is certain.

10:11 River. That is, the Nile.



8I dismissed the three shepherds
in one month. My soul loathed them,
and their soul also abhorred me.

9Then I said, “I will not feed you.
Let what is dying die, and what is
hperishing perish. Let those that are
left eat each other’s flesh.”

10And I took my staff, Beauty, and
cut it in two, that I might break the
covenant which I had made with all
the peoples.

11So it was broken on that day.
Thus the poor* of the flock, who
were watching me, knew that it
was the word of the LORD.

12Then I said to them, “If it is
agreeable to you, give me my
wages; and if not, refrain.” iSo they
weighed out for my wages thirty
pieces of silver.

13And the LORD said to me,
“Throw it to the potter”—that
princely price they set on me. So I
took the jthirty pieces of silver and
threw them into the house of the
LORD for the potter.

14Then I cut in two my other staff,
Bonds, that I might break the broth-
erhood between Judah and Israel.

The foolish shepherd to be overthrown
15And the LORD said to me,

“Next, take for yourself the imple-
ments of a kfoolish shepherd.

16“For indeed I will raise up a

Messiah the true Shepherd
rejected at His first advent

11OPEN your doors, 
O Lebanon,

That fire may devour your
cedars.

2 Wail, O cypress, for the acedar
has fallen,

Because the mighty trees are
ruined.

Wail, O oaks of Bashan,
For the thick forest has come

down.
3 There is the sound of wailing

bshepherds!
For their glory is in ruins.
There is the sound of roaring

lions!
For the pride* of the Jordan is

in ruins.
4Thus says the LORD my God,

“Feed the flock for slaughter,
5“whose owners slaughter them

and feel cno guilt; those who sell
them say, ‘Blessed be the LORD, for I
am drich’; and their shepherds do
enot pity them.

6“For I will no longer pity the in-
habitants of the land,” says the
LORD. “But indeed I will give every-
one into his neighbor’s hand and
into the hand of his king. They shall
attack the land, and I will not deliv-
er them from their hand.”

7So I fed the flock for slaughter,
in particular the fpoor of the flock.*
I took for myself two gstaffs: the one
I called Beauty,* and the other I
called Bonds;* and I fed the flock.

11:9

h Jer. 15:2

11:12

i Matt. 26:15;
27:9-10

11:13

j Christ (first ad-
vent): vv. 11-13;
Zech. 13:7.
(Gen. 3:15; Acts
1:11, note). Cp.
Ex. 21:32

11:15

k Is. 56:11

11:2

a Ezek. 31:3

11:3

b Jer. 25:34

11:5

c Jer. 50:7

d Hos. 12:8

e Ezek. 34:2-3

11:7

f Remnant: vv.
7,11; Mal. 3:16.
(Is. 1:9; Rom.
11:5, note)

g Parables (OT):
vv. 7-14. (Judg.
9:8; Zech. 11:7,
note)
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*11:3 Or floodplain, thicket *11:7 Following
Masoretic Text, Targum, and Vulgate; Septuagint
reads for the Canaanites. * Or Grace, and so in
verse 10 * Or Unity, and so in verse 14
*11:11 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and
Vulgate; Septuagint reads the Canaanites.

11:7 two staffs. The scene belongs to the first advent.
“Beauty” and “Bonds”—literally, “Graciousness” and
“Binders” (unifiers)—signify first, God’s protection over Is-
rael by His restraint upon the nations; then, the brotherly
ties within the nation itself. With the breaking of the first

staff, Judah was abandoned to the destruction foretold in vv.
1–6, which was fulfilled in A.D. 70. The breaking of the sec-
ond staff meant the destruction of the inner bond of the na-
tion, resulting in the internal strife and divisions that con-
tributed largely to the downfall of the Jewish state in A.D.
70. The order of this chapter is: (1) the wrath against the
land (vv. 1–6), fulfilled in the destruction of Jerusalem after
the rejection of Christ (Luke 19:41–44); (2) the cause of that
wrath in the betrayal and rejection of Christ (vv. 7–14); and
(3) the rise of the “worthless shepherd,” the beast (Dan. 7:8;
Rev. 19:20), and his destruction (vv. 15–17).

11:10 peoples. That is, all nations.
11:11 poor of the flock. That is, the “remnant accord-

ing to the election of grace” (Rom. 11:5), are those Jews
who did not wait for the manifestation of Christ in glory but
believed in Him at His first coming and subsequently. Of
them it is said that they “were watching me,” and “knew.”

11:16 raise up a shepherd. The reference is to the com-

11:7 PARABLES IN THE OLD 
TESTAMENT, SUMMARY

A parable is a similitude used to teach or enforce a
truth.

The OT parables fall into three classes: 
(1) the story-parable, of which Judg. 9:7–15 is an in-

stance;
(2) parabolic discourses, e.g. Is. 5:1–7; and 
(3) parabolic actions, e.g. Ezek. 37:16–22.



shepherd in the land who will not
care for those who are cut off, nor
seek the young, nor heal those that
are broken, nor feed those that still
stand. But he will eat the flesh of the
fat and tear their hooves in apieces.
17“Woe b to the worthless

shepherd,
Who leaves the flock!
A sword shall be against his arm
And against his right eye;
His arm shall completely wither,
And his right eye shall be

totally blinded.”

Jerusalem to be attacked
but Judah to be delivered

12THE burden* of the word of
the LORD against Israel. Thus

says the LORD, who stretches out
the heavens, lays the foundation of
the earth, and forms the spirit of
man within him:

2c“Behold, I will make Jerusalem
a cup of drunkenness to all the sur-
rounding peoples, when they lay
dsiege against Judah and Jerusalem.

3“And it shall happen in that day
that I will make Jerusalem a very
heavy stone for all peoples; all who
would heave it away will surely be

12:8

e Kingdom (OT):
vv. 6-8. (Gen.
1:26; Zech.
12:8, note). See
Gen. 1:26, note

11:16

a Ezek. 34:1-10;
Mic. 3:1-3

11:17

b Jer. 23:1; Ezek.
34:2; John
10:12-13

12:2

c Day (of the
LORD): 12:1-
13:9; Zech.
14:1. (Ps. 2:9;
Rev. 91:19,
note)

d Armageddon
(battle of): vv. 1-
9; Zech. 14:3.
(Is. 10:27; Rev.
19:17, note)
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cut in pieces, though all nations of
the earth are gathered against it.

4“In that day,” says the LORD, “I
will strike every horse with confu-
sion, and its rider with madness; I
will open My eyes on the house of
Judah, and will strike every horse of
the peoples with blindness.

5“And the governors of Judah
shall say in their heart, ‘The inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem are my strength
in the LORD of hosts, their God.’

6“In that day I will make the gov-
ernors of Judah like a firepan in the
woodpile, and like a fiery torch in
the sheaves; they shall devour all
the surrounding peoples on the
right hand and on the left, but
Jerusalem shall be inhabited again
in her own place—Jerusalem.

7“The LORD will save the tents of
Judah first, so that the glory of the
house of David and the glory of the
inhabitants of Jerusalem shall not
become greater than that of Judah.

8“In that day the LORD will defend
the inhabitants of Jerusalem; the
one who is feeble among them in
that day shall be like David, and the
ehouse of David shall be like God,
*12:1 Or oracle

ing beast; no other personage of prophecy in any sense
meets the description. He who came in His Father’s name
was rejected. The alternative is one who comes in his own
name (John 5:43; Rev. 13:4–8). cut off. That is, perishing.

12:1 Chapters 12—14 form one prophecy, the general
theme of which is the return of the Lord and the establish-
ment of the kingdom. The order is: 

(1) the siege of Jerusalem preceding the battle of Ar-
mageddon (vv. 1–3); 

(2) the battle itself (vv. 4–9);
(3) the pouring out of the Spirit and the personal revela-

tion of Christ to the family of David and the remnant in
Jerusalem, not merely as the glorious Deliverer but also as
the One whom Israel pierced and has long rejected (v. 10); 

(4) the godly sorrow which follows that revelation (vv.
11–14); and 

(5) the cleansing fountain (Zech. 13:1) then to be
opened effectually to Israel.

12:8 KINGDOM OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, SUMMARY

(See also Kingdom [NT] Luke 1:33; 1 Cor. 15:24, note):
I. Dominion over the Earth before the Call of Abraham.

(1) Dominion over creation was given to the first man and woman (Gen. 1:26–28). Through the fall this dominion
was lost, Satan becoming “ruler of this world” (Matt. 4:8–10; John 14:30).

(2) After the flood, the principle of human government was established under the covenant with Noah (Gen. 9:6;
see Gen. 9:16, note). Biblically, this is still the charter of all government.

II. The Theocratic Kingdom in Israel. (See also 1 Sam. 8:7, note.)
The call of Abraham involved, with much else, the creation of a distinctive people through whom great purposes of

God toward the human race might be worked out (see Israel, Gen. 12:1–3; Rom. 11:26, note). Among these purposes
is the establishment of a worldwide kingdom. The history of the divine mediatorial rule in Israel is as follows:

(1) Its establishment under Moses (Ex. 19:3–7; compare Ex. 3:1–10; 24:12).
(2) Its administration under leader-judges (Josh. 1:1–5; Judg. 2:16–18).

(Continued on next page)



the house of David by itself, and
their wives by themselves; the fam-
ily of the house of Nathan by itself,
and their wives by themselves;

13“the family of the house of
Levi by itself, and their wives by
themselves; the family of Shimei by
itself, and their wives by them-
selves;

14“all the families that remain,
every family by itself, and their
wives by themselves.

Cleansing of the remnant

13“IN that iday a jfountain shall
be opened for the house of

David and for the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, for sin and for kunclean-
ness.

False prophets to be ashamed
2“It shall be in that day,” says the

LORD of hosts, “that I will lcut off

like the aAngel of the LORD before
them.

9“It shall be in that day that I will
seek to destroy all the nations that
come against Jerusalem.

The Spirit poured out: 
the pierced One revealed to the
repentant and delivered remnant

10“And I will bpour on the house
of David and on the inhabitants of
Jerusalem the cSpirit of grace and
supplication; then they will look on
dMe whom e they fpierced. Yes,
they will mourn for Him as one
mourns for his only son, and grieve
for Him as one grieves for a first-
born.

11“In that day there shall be a
great gmourning in Jerusalem, like
the mourning at Hadad Rimmon in
the plain of Megiddo.*

12h“And the land shall mourn,
every family by itself: the family of

12:10

f Sacrifice
(prophetic): v.
10; Matt. 26:28.
(Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note). Ps. 22:16

12:11

g Matt. 24:30;
Rev. 1:7

12:12

h Matt. 24:30

13:1

i Zech. 12:2

j Ps. 36:9; 1 John
1:9; cp. Ps.
51:2,7; 65:3; Is.
1:16-18; Mal.
3:2-3

k Ezek. 36:25

13:2

l Hos. 2:17

12:8

a Angel (of the
LORD): v. 8;
(Gen. 16:7;
Judg. 2:1, note).
See Heb. 1:4,
note

12:10

b Joel 2:28-29

c Holy Spirit (OT):
v. 10. (Gen. 1:2;
Zech. 12:10,
note)

d Christ (second
advent): vv. 9-
10; Zech. 14:4.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

e John 19:37; Rev.
1:7
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*12:11 Hebrew Megiddon

12:8 KINGDOM OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, SUMMARY (continued)

(3) Its administration under kings (1 Sam. 10:1,24; 16:1–13; 1 Kin. 9:1–5).
(4) Its end at the captivity (Ezek. 21:25–27; compare Jer. 27:6–8; Dan. 2:36–38).

III. The Future Restoration of the Theocratic Kingdom.
(1) The Davidic Covenant (2 Sam. 7:8–16 [see v. 16, note]; Ps. 89:3–4,20–21,28–37).
(2) The exposition of the Davidic Covenant by the prophets (Is. 1:25–26 [see v. 26, note] to Zech. 12:6–8). They de-

scribe the kingdom as follows:
(a) It will be Davidic, to be established under David’s heir, who is to be born of a virgin, therefore truly man, but

also “Immanuel,” “Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Is. 7:13–14; 9:6–7; 11:1; Jer. 23:5; Ezek.
34:23; 37:24; Hos. 3:4–5).

(b) It will be a kingdom heavenly in origin, principle, and authority (Dan. 2:34–35,44–45), but set up on the
earth, with Jerusalem as the capital (Is. 2:2–4; 4:3,5; 24:23; 33:20; 62:1–7; Jer. 23:5; 31:38–40; Joel 3:1,
16–17).

(c) The kingdom is to be established first over regathered, restored, and converted Israel, and is then to become
universal (Ps. 2:6–8; 22:1–31; 24:1–10; Is. 1:2–3; 11:1,10–13; 60:12; Jer. 23:5–8; 30:7–11; Ezek. 20:33–40;
37:21–25; Zech. 9:10; 14:16–19).

(d) The moral characteristics of the kingdom are to be righteousness and peace. The meek, not the proud, will in-
herit the earth; longevity will be greatly increased; the knowledge of the LORD will be universal; beast-feroci-
ty will be removed; absolute equity will be enforced; and open sin will be visited with instant judgment;
whereas the enormous majority of earth’s inhabitants will be saved (Ps. 2:9; Is. 11:4,6–9; 26:9; 65:20; Zech.
14:16–21). The NT (Rev. 20:1–5) adds a detail of immense significance—the removal of Satan from the
scene. It is impossible to conceive to what heights of spiritual, intellectual, and physical perfection humanity
will attain in this, its coming age of righteousness and peace (Ps. 72:1–10; Is. 11:4–9).

(e) The kingdom is to be established by power, not persuasion, and is to follow divine judgment upon the Gen-
tile world powers (Ps. 2:4–9; Is. 9:7; Dan. 2:35,44–45; 7:26–27; Zech. 14:1–19). See Zech. 6:11, note.

(f) The restoration of Israel and the establishment of the kingdom are connected with the advent of the LORD, yet
future (Deut. 30:3–5; Ps. 2:1–9; Zech. 14:4).

(g) The chastisement reserved for disobedience in the house of David (2 Sam. 7:14; Ps. 89:30–33) fell in the cap-
tivities and worldwide dispersion. Since that time, though a remnant returned under prince Zerubbabel,
Jerusalem has generally been under the political authority of Gentiles. Even today, under Israeli rule, Gentiles
control many important sites within the Holy City. The Davidic Covenant has not been abrogated (Ps.
89:33–37), however, but is yet to be fulfilled (Acts 15:14–17).



the names of the idols from the
land, and they shall no longer be re-
membered. I will also cause the
aprophets and the unclean spirit to
depart from the land.

3“It shall come to pass that if
anyone still prophesies, then his fa-
ther and mother who begot him
will say to him, ‘You shall bnot live,
because you have spoken lies in
the name of the LORD.’ And his fa-
ther and cmother who begot him
shall thrust him through when he
prophesies.

4“And it shall be in that day that
every prophet will be ashamed of
his vision when he prophesies; they
will not wear a robe of coarse hair
to deceive.

5“But he will say, ‘I am no proph-
et, I am a farmer; for a man taught
me to keep cattle from my youth.’

6“And one will say to him, ‘What
are these wounds between your
arms?’* Then he will answer, ‘Those
with which I was wounded in the
house of my friends.’

13:7

d Christ (first ad-
vent): v. 7; Mal.
3:1. (Gen. 3:15;
Acts 1:11, note)

e Matt. 26:31,67;
Mark 14:27,65;
15:19

f Cp. John 10:1-
14

13:8

g Ezek. 5:2-4,12

13:9

h Is. 48:10; Ezek.
20:38; Mal. 3:3

i See James 1:14,
note

13:2

a Jer. 23:14-15

13:3

b Deut. 18:20

c Deut. 13:6-11
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Prophecy of the true prophet, Messiah

(cp. Matt. 26:31; Mark 14:27)
7“Awake, O sword, against My

Shepherd,
Against the Man who is My

Companion,”
Says the LORD of hosts.

“Striked the eShepherd,
And the fsheep will be

scattered;
Then I will turn My hand

against the little ones.

Israel to be refined and delivered
8 And it shall come to pass in all

the land,”
Says the LORD,

“That gtwo-thirds in it shall be
cut off and die,

But one-third shall be left in it:
9 I will bring the one-third

through the fire,
Will hrefine them as silver is

refined,
And itest them as gold is tested.

*13:6 Or hands

13:6 This verse is best understood as an evasive reply
of a false prophet in the last days. It carries on and con-
cludes the subject begun in v. 2. By no valid interpreta-
tion may it be referred to the Lord Jesus Christ. There is no
clear change of subject between vv. 5 and 6 such as ex-
ists between vv. 6 and 7. Christ would not claim that He
was not a prophet (compare Deut. 18:15–18); He was not
a farmer; He was not bought or sold from His youth.
Verse 7 does speak of Christ, as Matt. 26:31 and Mark
14:27 attest.

13:8 This chapter now returns to the subject of 12:10.

Verses 8–9 refer to the sufferings of the remnant (Is. 1:5;
Rom. 11:9) preceding the great battle. Then ch. 14 is a re-
capitulation of the whole matter. 

The order is:
(1) the gathering of the nations, 14:2 (see Armageddon,

Rev. 16:13–16; 19:17, note);
(2) the deliverance, 14:3; 
(3) the return of Christ to the Mount of Olives, and the

physical change of the scene, 14:4–8; and 
(4) the setting up of the kingdom, and full earthly bless-

ing, 14:9–21.

12:10 HOLY SPIRIT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, SUMMARY

(1) The personality and Deity of the Holy Spirit appear from the attributes ascribed to Him and from His works.
(2) He is revealed as sharing the work of creation and, therefore, as omnipotent (Gen. 1:2; Job 26:13; 33:4; Ps.

104:30); omnipresent (Ps. 139:7); striving with men (Gen. 6:3); enlightening (Job 32:8); enduing with constructive skill
(Ex. 28:3; 31:3); giving physical strength (Judg. 14:6,19), executive ability, and wisdom (Judg. 3:10; 6:34; 11:29;
13:25); enabling men to receive and utter divine revelations (Num. 11:25; 2 Sam. 23:2); and, generally, empowering
the servants of God (Ps. 51:12; Joel 2:28; Mic. 3:8; Zech. 4:6). 

(3) He is called holy (Ps. 51:11); good (Ps. 143:10); the Spirit of judgment and burning (Is. 4:4); the Spirit of the
LORD, of wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, knowledge, the fear of the LORD (Is. 11:2), and of grace and suppli-
cation (Zech. 12:10). 

(4) In the OT the Holy Spirit acts in free sovereignty, coming upon men and even upon a dumb animal as He wills;
nor are conditions set forth (as in the NT) by compliance with which any one may receive the Spirit. The indwelling
of every believer by the abiding Spirit is a NT blessing consequent upon the death and resurrection of Christ (John
7:39; 16:7; Acts 2:33; Gal. 3:1–6). And 

(5) the OT contains predictions of a future pouring out of the Spirit upon Israel (Ezek. 37:14; 39:29), and upon “all
flesh” (Joel 2:28–29). The expectation of Israel, therefore, was twofold—of the coming of Messiah-Immanuel, and of
such a pouring out of the Spirit as the prophets described. See Holy Spirit, Acts 2:4, note.



Yes, you shall flee
As you fled from the

hearthquake
In the days of Uzziah king of

Judah.

Thus the iLORD my God will
come,

And all the saints with You.*

6 It shall come to pass in that day
That there will be no light;
The lights will diminish.

7 It shall be one day
Which is known to the LORD—
Neither day nor night.
But at evening time it shall

happen
That it will be light.

The river of the sanctuary
(cp. Ezek. 47:1–12; Rev. 22:1–2)

8 And in that day it shall be
That living waters shall flow

from Jerusalem,
Half of them toward the eastern

sea
And half of them toward the

western sea;
In both summer and winter it

shall occur.

The kingdom set up on the earth
9 And the LORD shall be jKing

over all the earth.
In that day it shall be—

“The LORD is one,”*

And His name one.
10All the land shall be turned into

a plain from Geba to Rimmon south
of Jerusalem. Jerusalem* shall be
raised up and inhabited in her place
from Benjamin’s Gate to the place
of the First Gate and the Corner

They will acall on My name,
And I will answer them.
I will say, ‘This is My people’;
And each one will bsay, ‘The

LORD is my God.’ ”

The LORD’s triumphant return to earth
to bring deliverance

14BEHOLD, the cday of the
LORD is coming,

And your spoil will be divided
in your midst.

2 For I will dgather all the nations
to battle against Jerusalem;

The city shall be taken,
The houses rifled,
And the women ravished.
Half of the city shall go into

captivity,
But the remnant of the people

shall not be cut off from
the city.

3 Then the LORD will go forth
And efight against those

nations,
As He fights in the day of

battle.

The visible return in glory: physical
changes in Palestine (vv. 4,10)

4 And in that day His feet will
fstand on the Mount of
gOlives,

Which faces Jerusalem on the
east.

And the Mount of Olives shall
be split in two,

From east to west,
Making a very large valley;
Half of the mountain shall

move toward the north
And half of it toward the south.

5 Then you shall flee through My
mountain valley,

For the mountain valley shall
reach to Azal.

14:5

h Amos 1:1

i Matt. 24:30-31;
25:31; Jude 14;
cp. Deut. 33:2

14:9

j Jer. 23:5-6; Rev.
11:15

13:9

a Zeph. 3:9

b Hos. 2:23

14:1

c Day (of the
LORD): vv. 1-21;
Mal. 4:1. (Ps.
2:9; Rev. 19:19,
note)

14:2

d Zech. 12:2-3

14:3

e Armageddon
(battle of): vv. 1-
5; Matt. 24:28.
(Is. 10:27; Rev.
19:17, note)

14:4

f Christ (second
advent): vv. 3-4;
Matt. 10:23.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

g Acts 1:9-12

1282 ZECHARIAH 14:1–10

*14:5 Or you; Septuagint, Targum, and Vulgate
read Him. *14:9 Compare Deuteronomy 6:4
*14:10 Literally She

Mount of Olives: The summit of the range of hills east
of Jerusalem which was once covered with olive trees.
A central location to the events of Christ’s ministry.

14:4 Mount of Olives. Verse 5 implies that the cleav-
age of the Mount of Olives is due to an earthquake, and
this is confirmed by Is. 29:6; Rev. 16:18–19. In both pas-
sages the context, as here in vv. 1–3, associates the earth-
quake with the Gentile invasion under the beast (Dan. 7:8;

Rev. 19:20). Not one of the related events of this chapter
occurred at the first coming of Christ, closely associated
though He then was with the Mount of Olives.

14:9 King over all the earth. This will be the answer to
the prayer of Matt. 6:10. Compare Dan. 2:44–45; 7:27. See
Kingdom (NT), Luke 1:31–33; 1 Cor. 15:24, note.

14:10 plain. Arabah in Hebrew. When used with the
definite article only, it refers to the valley which runs from
the Sea of Galilee to the Gulf of Aqabah. South of the Dead
Sea the name is still retained (Wady el-Arabah).



Gate, and from the aTower of Hana-
nel to the king’s winepresses.
11 The people shall dwell in it;

And no longer shall there be
utter destruction,

But Jerusalem shall be bsafely
inhabited.

12And this shall be the plague
with which the LORD will strike all
the people who fought against Jeru-
salem:

Their flesh shall dissolve while
they stand on their feet,

Their eyes shall dissolve in
their sockets,

And their tongues shall dissolve
in their mouths.

13 It shall come to pass in that day
That a great panic from the

LORD will be among them.
Everyone will seize the hand of

his neighbor,
And raise his hand against his

neighbor’s hand;
14 Judah also will fight at

Jerusalem.
And the wealth of all the

surrounding nations
Shall be gathered together:
Gold, silver, and apparel in

great abundance.
15 Such also shall be the plague

On the horse and the mule,
On the camel and the donkey,
And on all the cattle that will

be in those camps.
So shall this plague be.

14:16

c Is. 2:2-3; 60:6-9;
66:18-21; Mic.
4:1-2

d Is. 27:13

e Kingdom (OT):
vv. 16-21. (Gen.
1:26; Zech.
12:8, note)

f Lev. 23:34-43

14:17

g Is. 60:12

14:18

h Is. 19:21

14:20

i Ex. 28:36;
39:30; Is. 23:18;
Jer. 2:3

j Ezek. 46:20

14:21

k Is. 35:8; Ezek.
44:9; Joel 3:17;
Rev. 21:27;
22:15

14:10

a Jer. 31:38

14:11

b Ezek. 34:25-28;
Hos. 2:18
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The worship and spirituality

of the kingdom
16And it shall come to pass that

everyone who is left of all the na-
tions which came against Jerusalem
shall cgo up from year to year to
dworship the eKing, the LORD of
hosts, and to keep the fFeast of
Tabernacles.

17And it shall be that whichever
of the families of the earth do not
come up to Jerusalem to worship
the King, the LORD of hosts, on
them there will be gno rain.

18If the family of hEgypt will not
come up and enter in, they shall
have no rain; they shall receive the
plague with which the LORD strikes
the nations who do not come up to
keep the Feast of Tabernacles.

19This shall be the punishment of
Egypt and the punishment of all the
nations that do not come up to keep
the Feast of Tabernacles.

20In that day i“HOLINESS TO
THE LORD” shall be engraved on
the bells of the horses. The jpots in
the LORD’S house shall be like the
bowls before the altar.

21Yes, every pot in Jerusalem and
Judah shall be holiness to the LORD
of hosts.* Everyone who sacrifices
shall come and take them and cook
in them. In that day there shall no
longer be a kCanaanite in the house
of the LORD of hosts.

*14:21 Or on every pot . . . shall be (engraved)
“HOLINESS TO THE LORD OF HOSTS”

14:20 bells. Or bridles. 14:21 cook in them. The flesh of the sacrifices will be
boiled in these pots.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Malachi Formalism Rebuked 5th Cent. B.C.

Background
Malachi means my messenger, which is probably an abbreviated form of the messenger of the LORD. Apart from the
meaning of his name, nothing is known of Malachi, who carried out his ministry in the second half of the fifth century B.C.
This final message of the Old Testament contains the prophecy of John the Baptist’s ministry, the fulfillment of which be-
gins the New Testament. Malachi develops his main theme, which is the corruption of the priests and the sins of the peo-
ple against the family and their miserliness toward God, followed by questions from those addressed and statements
proving the original assertions, a dialectic form of discussion which later became quite popular in Judaism.

Outline
The book may be divided as follows:

I. Israel Pretends to Be Unaware of God’s Love 1:1–5
A. Introduction 1:1
B. The Lord’s Love for His Chosen People, Israel 1:2–5

II. The Priests Deny Despising the Name of the LORD 1:6—2:9
A. Sins of the Restoration Priests 1:6–14
B. God’s Discipline of the Priests 2:1–9

III. Israel’s Sins Against One Another and Against the Family 2:10–17
A. Sins Against Brotherhood 2:10
B. Sins Against God in the Family 2:11–16
C. Sin of Insincere Religious Profession 2:17

IV. The Coming of the Forerunner, John the Baptist 3:1–5
V. Two Groups of Israel Contrasted: Those Withholding Tithes Versus the Faithful Remnant 3:6–18

A. The People’s Robbing of God 3:6–18
B. The Faithful Remnant: The Lord’s Book of Remembrance 3:16–18

VI. The Coming Day of the LORD, and the Return of Christ 4:1–6
A. The Appearance of the Sun of Righteousness 4:1–4
B. The Appearance of Elijah 4:5–6

THE BOOK OF
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I. Israel Pretends to be Unaware
of God’s Love, 1:1–5

Introduction

1THE burden* of the word of the
LORD to Israel by Malachi.

The LORD’s love for His chosen
people, Israel

2“I have aloved you,” says the
LORD.

“Yet you say, b‘In what way have
You loved us?’

Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?”
Says the LORD.

“Yet cJacob I have loved;
3 But Esau I have hated,

And dlaid waste his mountains
and his heritage

For the jackals of the
wilderness.”

4 Even though Edom has said,
“We have been impoverished,

But we will return and build
the desolate places,”

Thus says the LORD of hosts:

“They may build, but I will
ethrow down;

They shall be called the
Territory of Wickedness,

1:5

f Mic. 5:4

1:6

g Ex. 20:12; Matt.
15:4-8; Eph.
6:2-3

h Is. 63:16; 64:8;
Jer. 31:9

i Mal. 2:17; 3:7

1:7

j Mal. 2:17; 3:7

1:2

a Deut. 4:37; 
7:7-8

b Mal. 2:17; 3:7

c Rom. 9:13

1:3

d Ezek. 35:9,15

1:4

e Jer. 49:16-18
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And the people against whom

the LORD will have
indignation forever.

5 Your eyes shall see,
And you shall say,

‘The LORD is fmagnified beyond
the border of Israel.’

II. The Priests Deny Despising
the Name of the LORD, 1:1—2:9

Sins of the restoration priests
6“A son ghonors his father,

And a servant his master.
If then I am the hFather,
Where is My honor?
And if I am a Master,
Where is My reverence?
Says the LORD of hosts
To you priests who despise My

name.
Yet you say, i‘In what way have

we despised Your name?’
7“You offer defiled food on My

altar,
But say,

‘ In j what way have we defiled
You?’

By saying,
‘The table of the LORD is

contemptible.’
*1:1 Or oracle

Malachi: messenger of Jehovah. A minor prophet who
preached against Israel’s poor worship practices and
called them to religious renewal.

Jacob: supplanter. The younger son of Isaac and Re-
bekah who tricked his brother Esau into selling him
his birthright. He deceived his father in order to re-
ceive the family blessing. Married Leah and Rachel.
Had twelve sons by his wives and concubines. Also
referred to as Israel.

Esau: hairy. The oldest son of Isaac and Rebekah who
was tricked by his brother into selling him the birthright.
He was later also deprived of the family blessing.

1:3 hated. The statement that God loved Jacob but hat-
ed Esau, must be taken as relative rather than absolute.
Special blessings were promised to Esau and his descen-
dants (Gen. 27:38–40). However, the spiritual insight of Ja-
cob was far greater, and Jacob was the one through whom
the promised seed was to come. The comparison of the
good things done for Jacob with those done for Esau is like
the difference between loving and hating. Compare Luke
14:26, the statement that if a man does not hate his father

and mother he cannot be a disciple of Christ. Love for fa-
ther and mother is commanded in the Scripture. No Chris-
tian can hate his father and mother. What is meant is that
his love for Christ should be so great that, in comparison,
the love for father and mother would seem almost like
hate.

1:4 Edom. That is, Esau’s descendants. Gen. 25:30.

Edom: red. The nation descended from Esau. Located
in the rough mountainous area south of Moab and
east of Arabah at the base of the Dead Sea. The Edom-
ites had frequent conflicts with the Israelites.

1:6 I am the Father. See Is. 63:16, note. The relation-
ship here is national, not personal (Jer. 3:18–19); here, ap-
parently, the Jews were calling the LORD “Father” but were
yielding Him no filial obedience. Compare John 8:37–39;
Rom. 9:1–8.

1:7 defiled food. The very sins that provoked Nehemi-
ah (Neh. 5:1–13; 7:63–65; 9:4ff.; 13:23–27) are con-
demned by Malachi: (1) defilement of the priesthood;
(2) foreign marriages after divorce from Jewish wives; and
(3) neglect of the tithe and offerings. contemptible. Con-
tempt was shown by the offering of forbidden sacrifices
(vv. 7–8; compare Deut. 15:21).



And takes a vow,
But sacrifices to the Lord what

is cblemished—
For I am a great King,”
Says the LORD of hosts,

“And My name is to be dfeared
among the nations.

Priests to be disciplined by God

2“AND now, O epriests, this
commandment is for you.

2 If you will not hear,
And if you will not take it to

heart,
To give glory to My name,”
Says the LORD of hosts,

“I will send a curse upon you,
And I will curse your blessings.
Yes, I have cursed them falready,
Because you do not take it to

heart.
3“Behold, I will rebuke your

descendants
And spread grefuse on your

faces,
The refuse of your solemn

feasts;
And one will take you away

with it.
4 Then you shall know that I

have sent this
commandment to you,

That My covenant with Levi
may continue,”

Says the LORD of hosts.
5“My covenant was with him,

one of life and peace,
And I gave them to him that he

might fear Me;
So he feared Me
And was reverent before My

name.
6 The hlaw of truth* was in his

mouth,
And injustice was not found on

his lips.
He walked with Me in peace

and equity,
And turned many away from

iniquity.

8 And awhen you offer the blind
as a sacrifice,

Is it not evil?
And when you offer the lame

and sick,
Is it not evil?
Offer it then to your governor!
Would he be pleased with you?
Would he accept you favorably?”
Says the LORD of hosts.

9“But now entreat God’s favor,
That He may be gracious to us.
While this is being done by

your hands,
Will He accept you favorably?”
Says the LORD of hosts.

10“Who is there even among you
who would shut the doors,

So that you would not kindle
fire on My altar in vain?

I have no pleasure in you,”
Says the LORD of hosts,

“Nor will I accept an offering
from your hands.

11 For from the rising of the sun,
even to its going down,

My name shall be great among
the Gentiles;

In every place incense shall be
offered to My name,

And a pure offering;
For My name shall be great

among the nations,”
Says the LORD of hosts.

12“But you profane it,
In that you say,

‘The table of the LORD* is defiled;
And its fruit, its food, is

contemptible.’
13 You also say,

‘Oh, what a bweariness!’
And you sneer at it,”
Says the LORD of hosts.

“And you bring the stolen, the
lame, and the sick;

Thus you bring an offering!
Should I accept this from your

hand?”
Says the LORD.

14“But cursed be the deceiver
Who has in his flock a male,

1:14

c Lev. 22:18-20

d Zeph. 2:11

2:1

e Mal. 1:6

2:2

f Mal. 3:9

2:3

g Ex. 29:14

2:6

h Deut. 33:10

1:8

a Deut. 15:19-23

1:13

b Is. 43:22
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*1:12 Following Bomberg; Masoretic Text reads
Lord. *2:6 Or true instruction

1:10 Who is . . . doors. Or I would that one among you
would shut the doors [of the temple]. Compare Is. 1:11-15.

1:11 So it would have been had Israel been true to the
LORD (compare Is. 45:5–6). So it will be one day despite Is-
rael’s past failures. offered to My name. This is a predic-

tion concerning the millennial age (compare Ezek. 40—48).
2:2 curse your blessings. Israel’s distinctive blessings

would turn to curses. Compare Deut. 28:3–14 with 15–35.
2:5 covenant was with him. Reference to godly Levites.

Num. 25:10-13; Deut. 33:8–9.



7“For the lips of a priest should
keep knowledge,

And people should aseek the
law from his mouth;

For he is the messenger of the
LORD of hosts.

8 But you have departed from the
way;

You have caused many to
stumble at the law.

You have corrupted the
covenant of Levi,”

Says the LORD of hosts.
9“Therefore I also have made you

contemptible and base
Before all the people,
Because you have not kept My

ways
But have shown bpartiality in

the law.”

III. Israel’s Sins
against One Another and

against the Family, 2:10–17

Sins against brotherhood
10 Have we not all one Father?

Has not one God created us?
Why do we deal treacherously

with one canother
By profaning the covenant of

the fathers?

Sins against God in the family
11 Judah has dealt treacherously,

And an abomination has been
committed in Israel and in
Jerusalem,

For Judah has dprofaned
The LORD’S holy institution

which He loves:
He has married the daughter of

a foreign god.
12 May the LORD cut off from the

tents of Jacob
The man who does this, being

awake and aware,*
Yet who brings an offering to

the LORD of hosts!
13 And this is the second thing

you do:
You cover the altar of the LORD

with tears,

2:14

e Mal. 3:5

2:15

f Gen. 2:24

g Cp. Ezra 9:2

2:16

h Deity (names
of): v. 16; Mal.
3:18. (Gen. 1:1;
Mal. 3:18, note)

i Matt. 19:6-8

2:17

j Mal. 1:2,6

k Is. 5:20

l Jer. 17:15

3:1

m Matt. 11:10;
Mark 1:2; Luke
7:27

2:7

a Num. 27:21;
Deut. 17:8-11

2:9

b Deut. 1:17; Mic.
3:11; 1 Tim.
5:21

2:10

c Cp. Jer. 9:4-5

2:11

d Ezra 9:1-2
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With weeping and crying;
So He does not regard the

offering anymore,
Nor receive it with goodwill

from your hands.
14 Yet you say, “For what reason?”

Because the LORD has been
witness

Between you and the wife of
your youth,

With whom you have dealt
etreacherously;

Yet she is your companion
And your wife by covenant.

15 But did He not make them
fone,

Having a remnant of the Spirit?
And why one?
He seeks ggodly offspring.
Therefore take heed to your

spirit,
And let none deal treacherously

with the wife of his youth.
16“For the LORD hGod of Israel says

That He hates idivorce,
For it covers one’s garment

with violence,”
Says the LORD of hosts.

“Therefore take heed to your
spirit,

That you do not deal
treacherously.”

Sin of insincere religious profession
17 You have wearied the LORD

with your words;
Yet you say,

“In j what way have we wearied
Him?”

In that you say,
“Everyonek who does evil

Is good in the sight of the LORD,
And He delights in them,”
Or, “Where is the God of

l justice?”

IV. The Coming of the
Forerunner, John the Baptist, 3:1–6

A parenthetic passage

3“BEHOLD, I send mMy
messenger,

*2:12 Talmud and Vulgate read teacher and
student.

2:7 keep. That is, guard.
2:8 you. Ungodly Levites.
2:16 He hates divorce. This verse does not contradict

Deut. 24:1, where divorce is permitted by the law of
Moses, not prescribed. Compare Matt. 19:3–9.



V. Two Groups of Israel
Contrasted, 3:7–18

The people have robbed God
7 Yet from the days of your fathers

You have gone away from My
ordinances

And have not kept them.
mReturn to Me, and I will return

to you,”
Says the LORD of hosts.

“But you said,
‘ Inn what way shall we return?’

8“Will a man rob God?
Yet you have robbed Me!
But you say,

‘ In what way have we robbed
You?’

o In tithes and offerings.
9 You are cursed with a curse,

For you have robbed Me,
Even this whole nation.

10 pBring all the tithes into the
storehouse,

That there may be food in My
house,

And qtry Me now in this,”
Says the LORD of hosts,

“If I will not open for you the
windows of heaven

And pour out for you such
blessing

That there will not be room
enough to receive it.

11“And I will rebuke the devourer
for your sakes,

So that he will not destroy the
fruit of your ground,

Nor shall the vine fail to bear
fruit for you in the field,”

Says the LORD of hosts;
12“And all nations will call you

blessed,
For you will be a delightful

land,”
Says the LORD of hosts.

And he will prepare the way
before Me.

And the Lord, whom you seek,
Will suddenly come to His

temple,
Even the aMessenger of the

covenant,
In whom you delight.
Behold, He is bcoming,”
Says the LORD of hosts.

2“But who can cendure the day of
His coming?

And dwho can stand when He
appears?

For He is like a refiner’s efire
And like launderers’ soap.

3 He will sit as a frefiner and a
purifier of silver;

He will purify the sons of Levi,
And purge them as gold and

silver,
That they may goffer to the

LORD
An offering in righteousness.

4“Then the offering of Judah and
Jerusalem

Will be pleasant to the LORD,
As in the days of old,
As in former years.

5 And I will come near you for
judgment;

I will be a swift witness
Against sorcerers,
Against adulterers,
Against hperjurers,
Against those who iexploit

wage earners and jwidows
and orphans,

And against those who turn
away an kalien—

Because they do not fear Me,”
Says the LORD of hosts.

6“For I am the LORD, I do not
lchange;

Therefore you are not
consumed, O sons of Jacob.

3:7

m Zech. 1:3

n Mal. 1:2,6

3:8

o Neh. 13:10-12

3:10

p Prov. 3:9-10

q Test/Tempt: v.
10; Mal. 3:15.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note)

3:1

a See Judg. 2:1,
note

b Christ (first ad-
vent): v. 1; Matt.
1:18. (Gen.
3:15; Acts 1:11,
note)

3:2

c Jer. 10:10; Joel
2:11; Nah. 1:6;
Mal. 4:1

d Rev. 6:17

e Is. 4:4; Matt.
3:10-12

3:3

f Is. 1:25; Zech.
13:9

g 1 Pet. 2:5

3:5

h Lev. 19:12;
Zech. 5:4; James
5:12

i Lev. 19:13;
James 5:4

j Ex. 22:22

k Deut. 24:17

3:6

l Num. 23:19;
Rom. 11:29;
James 1:17
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3:1 the Lord, whom you seek. The first part of v. 1 is
quoted of John the Baptist (Matt. 11:10; Mark 1:2; Luke
7:27), but the next words, “the Lord whom you seek,” etc.,
are nowhere quoted in the NT. The reason is obviously
that, in everything except Christ’s first advent, the picture
in vv. 2–5 of the LORD who suddenly comes to His temple
(Hab. 2:20) is one of judgment, not of grace. Malachi, in
common with other OT prophets, saw both advents of
Messiah blended in one horizon, but did not see the sepa-
rating interval described in Matt. 13 which was consequent

upon the rejection of the King (Matt. 13:16–17). Still less
was the Church Age in his vision (Eph. 3:3–6; Col.
1:25–27). “My messenger” (v. 1) is John the Baptist; the
“Messenger of the covenant” is Christ in both of His ad-
vents, but with special reference to the events which are to
follow His second coming. Will suddenly come. God’s
answer to the last question in 2:17.

3:3 refiner. Malachi reveals God in several relation-
ships to Israel: Father, Lord, God, and Judge.



13“Your words have been harsh
against Me,”

Says the LORD,
“Yet you say,
‘What have we spoken against

You?’
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14 You have said,

‘ It is useless to serve God;
What profit is it that we have

kept His ordinance,
And that we have walked as

mourners

3:18 THE DEITY OF GOD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT—
ITS REVELATION, SUMMARY

God is revealed in the OT (1) through His names as follows:

CLASS ENGLISH FORM HEBREW EQUIVALENT

God El, Elah, or Elohim, Gen. 1:1, note
Primary LORD YHWH (Jehovah), Gen. 2:4; Ex. 34:6, note

Lord Adon, or Adonai, Gen. 15:2, note

God Almighty El Shaddai, Gen. 17:1, note
Most High, or El Elyon, Gen. 14:18, note

Compound with El = God Most High God
Everlasting God El Olam, Gen. 21:33, note
Mighty God El Gibbor, Is. 9:6-7

Compound with YHWH LORD God YHWH (Jehovah) Elohim, Gen. 2:4; Ex. 34:6, note
(Jehovah) = LORD Lord GOD Adonai YHWH (Jehovah), Gen. 15:2, note

LORD of hosts YHWH (Jehovah) Sabaoth, 1 Sam. 1:3, note

This revelation of God by His names is invariably made in connection with some particular need of His people, and
there can be no need of man to which these names do not answer as showing that man’s true resource is in God. Even
human failure and sin but to evoke new and fuller revelations of the divine fullness.

(2) The OT Scriptures reveal the existence of a Supreme Being, the Creator of the universe and of man, the Source of
all life and of all intelligence, who is to be worshiped and served by men and angels. This Supreme Being is One, but,
in some manner not fully revealed in the OT, is a unity in plurality. This is shown by the use of the plural pronoun in
the interrelation of Deity as evidenced in Gen. 1:26; 3:22; Ps. 110:1; and Is. 6:8. That the interrelation of Deity includes
that of Father and Son is directly asserted in Ps. 2:7 (with Heb. 1:5); likewise the Spirit is distinctly recognized in His
personality, and to Him are ascribed all the divine attributes (e.g. Gen. 1:2; Num. 11:25; 24:2; Judg. 3:10; 6:34; 11:29;
13:25; 14:6,19; 15:14; 2 Sam. 23:2; Job 26:13; 33:4; Ps. 106:33; 139:7; Is. 40:7; 59:19; 63:10. See Zech. 12:10, note).

(3) The incarnation is intimated in the theophanies, or appearances of God in human form (e.g. Gen.
18:1,13,17–22; 32:24–30), and distinctly predicted in the promises connected with redemption (e.g. Gen. 3:15) and
with the Davidic Covenant (e.g. Is. 7:13–14; 9:6–7; Jer. 23:5–6). The revelation of Deity in the NT so illuminates that
of the OT that the latter is seen to be, from Genesis to Malachi, the foreshadowing of the coming incarnation of God
in Jesus the Christ. In promise, covenant, type, and prophecy the OT points forward to Him.

(4) The revelation of God to man is one of authority and of redemption. He requires righteousness from man, but
saves the unrighteous through sacrifice; and in His redemptive dealings with man all the divine persons and attributes
are brought into manifestation. The OT reveals the justice of God as fully as His mercy, but never in opposition to His
mercy. The flood, e.g., was an unspeakable mercy to unborn generations. From Genesis to Malachi He is revealed as
the seeking God who has no pleasure in the death of the wicked, and who heaps up before the sinner every possible
motive to persuade him to faith and obedience.

(5) In the experience of the OT men of faith, their God inspires reverence but never slavish fear; they exhaust the re-
sources of language to express their love and adoration in view of His loving-kindness and tender mercy. This ador-
ing love of His saints is the triumphant answer to those who pretend to find the OT revelation of God cruel and re-
pellent. It is in harmony, not contrast, with the NT revelation of God in Christ.

(6) Those passages which attribute to God bodily parts and human emotions (e.g. Ex. 33:11,20–23; Deut. 29:20;
2 Chr. 16:9; Jer. 15:6) are metaphorical and mean that in the infinite being of God there exists that which answers spir-
itually to these things—eyes, a hand, feet, etc.; and the jealousy and anger attributed to Him are the emotions of per-
fect love in view of the havoc of sin.

(7) In the OT revelation there is a true sense in which, wholly apart from sin or infirmity, God is like His creature,
man (Gen. 1:27); and the supreme and perfect revelation of God, toward which the OT points, is a revelation in and
through a perfect Man, the Lord Jesus Christ, God’s unique Son.



And the day which is coming
shall fburn them up,”

Says the LORD of hosts,
“That will leave them neither

root nor branch.
2 But to you who gfear My name

The Sun of Righteousness shall
arise

With healing in His wings;
And you shall go out
And grow fat like stall-fed

calves.
3 You shall trample the wicked,

For they shall be ashes under
the soles of your feet

On the day that I do this,”
Says the LORD of hosts.

4“Remember the hLaw of Moses,
My servant,

Which I commanded him in
Horeb for all Israel,

With the statutes and
judgments.

Elijah to come again before
the day of the LORD (cp. Rev. 11:3–6)
5 Behold, I will send you iElijah

the prophet
Before the coming of the great

and dreadful day of the
LORD.

6 And he will jturn
The hearts of the fathers to the

children,
And the hearts of the children

to their fathers,
Lest I come and strike the earth

with a curse.”

Before the LORD of hosts?
15 So now we call the proud

blessed,
For those who do wickedness

are raised up;
They even atempt God and go

free.’ ”

The faithful remnant; the LORD’s
book of remembrance

16 Then bthose who feared the
LORD spoke to one another,

And the LORD listened and
heard them;

So a book of remembrance was
written before Him

For those who fear the LORD
And who meditate on His

name.
17“They shall be Mine,” says the

LORD of hosts,
“On the day that I make them

My jewels.*
And I will spare them
As a man spares his own son

who serves him.”
18 Then you shall again discern

Between the crighteous and the
wicked,

Between one who serves dGod
And one who does not serve

Him.

VI. The Coming Day of the LORD

and the Return of Christ, 4:1–6

4“FOR behold, the day is
ecoming,

Burning like an oven,
And all the proud, yes, all who

do wickedly will be stubble.

4:1

f Is. 9:18-19; cp.
2 Pet. 3:10

4:2

g See Ps. 19:9,
note

4:4

h Law (of Moses):
v. 4; Matt. 4:4.
(Ex. 19:1; Gal.
3:24, note)

4:5

i Matt. 11:10-14;
17:11-13

4:6

j Luke 1:17

3:15

a Test/Tempt: v.
15; Matt. 4:1.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note)

3:16

b Remnant: vv.
16-18; Rom.
9:27. (Is. 1:9;
Rom. 11:5,
note)

3:18

c Righteousness
(OT): v. 18;
Matt. 1:19.
(Gen. 6:9; Luke
2:25, note)

d Deity (names
of): v. 18. (Gen.
1:1; Mal. 3:18,
note)

4:1

e Day (of the
LORD): 3:17-4:6;
Matt. 24:29. (Ps.
2:9; Rev. 19:19,
note)

1290 MALACHI 3:15—4:6

*3:17 Literally special treasure 

4:1 This verse gives no basis for the error of annihila-
tionism. It describes physical death, not the state of the soul
after death. The unsaved are in conscious eternal woe
(Rev. 14:10–11; 20:11–15), as the saved are in conscious
eternal bliss (Rev. 21:1–7).

4:2 fear. “The fear of the LORD” is an OT expression

meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.
4:6 curse. Genesis reveals the entrance of the curse

into the human family (Gen. 3); the last word of the OT
shows the curse still persisting (Mal. 4:6); Matthew begins
(1:1) with Him who came to remove the curse (Gal. 3:13;
Rev. 21:3–5; 22:3).



FROM

M A L A C H I  T O  M AT T H E W
Background
The close of the Old Testament canon left Israel in two divisions. Most of the nation was dispersed throughout the Per-
sian Empire, more as colonists than as captives. A remnant, chiefly of the tribe of Judah, with Zerubbabel, a prince of
the Davidic family, and the surviving priests and Levites had returned to the land under the permissive decrees of Cy-
rus and his successors (Daniel 5:18, and 9:24, notes), and had re-established Temple worship. It is on this remnant that
the interest of the student of Scripture centers; and this interest concerns both their political and religious history.

Political History
Politically, the fortunes of the Palestinian Jews are linked to the history of the Gentile world powers as foretold by Dan-
iel (Daniel 2 and 7).

1. The Persian rule continued about one hundred years after the close of the Old Testament canon, and seems to
have been mild and tolerant, allowing to the high priest, along with his religious functions, a measure of civil power,
but still under the governors of Syria. In this period the rival worship of Samaria, which began during the Israelite
monarchy, was developed and its own Temple established.

2. In 334 B.C. Syria fell under the power of the third of the world empires, the Greco-Macedonian Empire of
Alexander. That conqueror was induced to treat the Jews favorably, but with the breaking up of his empire, Judea fell
between the anvil and the hammer of Syria and Egypt, coming first under the power of Syria, but later under Egypt as
ruled by the Ptolemaic kings. During this period (323–198 B.C.) great numbers of Jews were established in Egypt, and
the Septuagint (LXX) translation of the Old Testament was begun (about 285 B.C.).

In 198 B.C. Judea was conquered by Antiochus III the Great, and annexed to Syria. At this time the land was divid-
ed into the five provinces familiar to readers of the Gospels—Galilee, Samaria, Judea (these three being often collec-
tively called Judea), Trachonitis, and Perea. The Jews were at first permitted to regulate their own lives by their own
laws under a high priest and a council. In 171 B.C. Antiochus IV Epiphanes (the “small” horn of Daniel 8:9), after re-
peated interferences with the Temple and priesthood, plundered Jerusalem, profaned the Temple, and slew many of
the inhabitants. In 168 B.C. Antiochus offered a sow
upon the great altar and erected an altar to Jupiter. This
is the “horror” of Daniel 8:13. Temple worship was for-
bidden; the people were condemned to eat swine’s
flesh.

The excesses of Antiochus provoked the revolt of the
Maccabees, one of the most heroic pages of history.
Mattathias, the first of the Maccabees, a priest of great
sanctity and energy of character, began the revolt with a
band of godly and determined Jews pledged to free their
nation and restore its ancient worship. He was succeed-
ed by his son Judas, known in history as Maccabeus,
from the Hebrew word for “hammer.” He was assisted
by four brothers, of whom Simon is best known.

In 165 B.C. Judas regained possession of Jerusalem
and purified and rededicated the Temple, an event cel-
ebrated in the Jewish Feast of the Dedication. Judas,
who was slain in battle, was succeeded by his brother,
Jonathan. In him the civil and priestly authority were
united (143 B.C.). Under Jonathan, his brother Simon,
and his nephew John Hyrcanus I, the Hasmonean line
of priest-rulers was established by treaty with Rome. An
account of the history of Antiochus Epiphanes and the
Maccabees is found in the apocryphal book, I Mac-
cabees.

3. After some years, there was a civil war in Judea,
which was ended in 63 B.C. by the Roman conquest of
Judea and Jerusalem by Pompey. Pompey left Hyrcanus
II, the last of the Hasmoneans, a nominal sovereignty,
but with Antipater, an Idumean, wielding the actual
power. In 47 B.C. Antipater was made procurator of
Judea by Julius Caesar. Antipater appointed his son,
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Herod, governor of Galilee. Following Caesar’s assassination, disorder broke out in Judea, and Herod fled to Rome.
There, in 40 B.C., he was appointed king of the Jews; on his return he conciliated the people by his marriage with Mari-
amne (38 B.C.), the granddaughter of Hyrcanus II, and appointed her brother, the Maccabean Aristobulus III, as high
priest. When Jesus Christ was born, Herod was king.

Religious History
The religious history of the Jews during the long period from Malachi (about 400 B.C.) to Christ follows the course of
the troublous political history as to outer ceremonies, the high priestly office, and Temple worship. But of greater im-
portance than these are the efforts and means by which the faith of Israel was nurtured and kept alive.

1. The experience of the captivity seems to have destroyed the Jews’ tendency to idolatry. Their problem during the
captivity, when they were deprived of Temple and priest, was how to maintain the exalted spiritual and moral ideals
given them by the older prophets. Afterward, during the intertestamental period, the problem continued. Despite the
revival of Temple and priesthood, the struggle became one of preserving the prophetic faith of the Jews in the midst
of outward persecution and sordid divisions within.

2. The external means to this end was the synagogue, an institution which formed no part of the Biblical order of
national life and which did not develop as a separate entity until after the time of Malachi. Its origin is obscure, but its
roots may go back to the captivity when the Jews, who were without the Temple and its rites, met on the Sabbath for
prayer. Such meetings, which would give opportunity for the reading of Scripture, would require some order of pro-
cedure as well as some authority for the restraint of disorder. Whatever its precise beginnings were, the synagogue
doubtless grew out of the necessities of the situation in which the Jews were placed during the closing centuries of the
pre-Christian era. It served the vital purpose of maintaining familiarity with the inspired writings, upon which the spir-
itual life of the true Israel (Romans 9:6, note) was nourished.

3. Also during this period there was created that mass of tradition, comment, and interpretation, known as Mishna,
Gemara (forming the Talmud), Midrashim, and Kabbala, that was so superimposed upon the law that obedience was
transferred from the law itself to the traditional interpretations.

4. During this same period there arose the two great sects known in the Gospel narratives as Pharisees and Sad-
ducees. (See Matthew 3:7, with notes.) The Herodians were a political party rather than a sect.

Among these people, the Jews—governed under Rome by an Idumean usurper, torn by bitter religious controver-
sies, and maintaining an elaborate religious ritual—appeared Jesus, the Son of God, the Christ, and the Savior of the
world.
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THE

F O U R  G O S P E L S
Background
The four Gospels record the eternal being, human ancestry, birth, life and ministry, death, resurrection, and ascension
of Jesus the Christ, Son of God and Son of man. Taken together, they set forth not a biography but a Person.

The fact that the four Gospels present a Person rather than a complete biography indicates the spirit in which they
should be approached. What is most important is to see and know through these narratives Him whom they reveal. It
is of less importance to endeavor to piece together a full account of His life from these inspired records (John 21:25).
For some adequate reason it did not please God to lead men to write a full biography of His Son. The years up to the
beginning of His ministry are passed over in a silence that is broken but once, and that in a few verses in Luke’s
Gospel (Luke 2:40–52). It is wise to respect the divine reticence.

Incomplete Story, Complete Revelation
But the four Gospels, though designedly incomplete as a story, are complete as a revelation. We may not know every-
thing that Jesus did, but we may know Him. In four great narratives, each of which in some respects supplements the
other three, we have Jesus Christ Himself.

This is the essential respect in which these narratives differ from biography or portraiture. “The words that I speak
to you are spirit, and they are life” (John 6:63). The believing student finds here the living Christ.

The distinctive part that each evangelist has in this presentation of the living Christ is briefly noted in the separate
introductions to the Gospels, but it may be profitable to make some general suggestions for study and interpretation.

I. The Old Testament is the inspired introduction to the New Testament, and whoever comes to the study of the
four Gospels with a mind saturated with the Old Testament foreview of Christ—His Person, work, and kingdom—will
be greatly helped in understanding them. Into the Gospels are woven Old Testament quotation, allusion, and type.
The very first verse of the New Testament drives the reader back to the Old Testament; and the risen Christ took His
disciples back to the Hebrew Scriptures for an explanation of His sufferings and glory (Luke 24:27,44). One of His last
acts was the opening of their understanding that they might comprehend the Old Testament in relation to Himself
(Luke 24:45).

Therefore, in approaching the study of the Gospels, the mind should be freed, as far as possible, from such presup-
positions as that the Church is to be equated with the true Israel, and that the Old Testament promises to Israel and the
foreview of the kingdom relate only to the Church. Interpretations are not true simply because they are familiar. It
should not, therefore, be assumed that “the throne of His father David” (Luke 1:32) is synonymous with the Father’s
throne (Revelation 3:21), or that “the house of Jacob” (Luke 1:33) is the Church composed of both Jew and Gentile.

II. The mission of Jesus was initially to the Jews (Matthew 10:5–6; 15:23–25; John 1:11). He was “born under the
law” (Galatians 4:4), and was “a servant to the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made to the
fathers” (Romans 15:8) and to fulfill the law that grace might abound. Therefore, a strong legal and Jewish coloring is
to be expected up to the cross (Matthew 5:17–19; compare Matthew 10:5–6; 15:22–28; 23:2; Mark 1:44; etc.). The
Sermon on the Mount is closely related to law in the highest spiritual sense, for it demands as the condition of bless-
ing (Matthew 5:3–9) that perfect character which only grace through divine power creates (Galatians 5:22–23).

III. The doctrines of grace are developed in the Epistles, not in the Gospels; but they are implicit in the Gospels,
because they rest upon the death and resurrection of Christ and upon the great germinal truths He taught, truths of
which the Epistles are the unfolding. The Christ of the Gospels is the perfect manifestation of grace.

IV. The Gospels do not develop the doctrine of the Church. The word “church” occurs in Matthew only. After His
rejection as King and Savior by the Jews, our Lord, announcing a mystery until that moment “hidden in God” (Ephe-
sians 3:3–10), said, “I will build My church” (Matthew 16:18). It was, therefore, yet future; but His personal ministry
had gathered out the believers who were, on the Day of Pentecost, made by the baptism with the Spirit the first mem-
bers of “the church, which is His body” (Ephesians 1:23; compare 1 Corinthians 12:12–13).

The Gospels present a group of Jewish disciples, associated on earth with a Messiah in humiliation. The Epistles pre-
sent a Church which is the body of Christ, made up of the regenerate who are associated with Him “in the heaven-
lies,” co-heirs with Him of the Father, co-rulers with Him of the coming kingdom; and, as to the earth, although
strangers and pilgrims, yet acting as His witnesses and the instruments for doing His will among men (Acts 1:8; 1 Co-
rinthians 12:12–13; 2 Corinthians 5:14–21; Ephesians 1:3–14,20–23; 2:4–6; 1 Peter 2:11).



V. The Gospels present Christ in His three offices of Prophet, Priest, and King.
As Prophet His ministry resembles that of the Old Testament prophets. But it is the nature and dignity of His Person

that makes Him the unique Prophet. In former times God spoke through the prophets; now He speaks in the Son (He-
brews 1:1–2). The Old Testament prophet was a voice from God; the Son is God Himself (Deuteronomy 18:18–19).

The prophet in any dispensation is God’s messenger to His people, first, to establish truth; and, second, when His
people are in declension and apostasy, to call them back to truth. The prophet’s message, therefore, is usually one of
rebuke and appeal. At times, however, as when his message of rebuke and appeal is not heeded, he becomes a fore-
teller of things to come. In this, too, Christ is like the other prophets; most of His predictive ministry occurs after His
rejection as King.

The sphere and character of Christ’s kingly office are defined in the Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel 7:16, note), as in-
terpreted by the prophets and confirmed by the New Testament. Whereas the New Testament in no way abrogates or
changes the Davidic Covenant or its interpretation, it adds details which were not in the original covenant. The Ser-
mon on the Mount is an elaboration of the idea of righteousness as the predominant characteristic of the kingdom (Isa-
iah 11:2–5; Jeremiah 23:5–6; 33:14–16). The Old Testament prophet saw in one horizon, so to speak, the suffering
and glory of Messiah (1 Peter 1:10–11). The New Testament shows that His suffering and glory are separated by the
present Church Age, and points forward to the Lord’s return as the time when the Davidic Covenant of blessing
through power will be fulfilled (Luke 1:30–33; Acts 2:29–36; 15:14–17), just as the Abrahamic Covenant of blessing
through suffering was fulfilled at His first coming (Acts 3:24–25; Galatians 3:6–14).

Christ is never called King of the Church. “The King” is indeed one of His divine titles, and the Church joins Israel
in exalting “the King eternal, immortal, invisible” (Psalm 10:16; 1 Timothy 1:17). The Church is to reign under Him.
The Holy Spirit is now calling out, not the subjects but the co-heirs and co-rulers of the kingdom (Romans 8:15–18;
1 Corinthians 6:2–3; 2 Timothy 2:11–12; Revelation 1:6; 3:21; 5:10).

Christ’s priestly office is the complement of His prophetic office. The prophet represents God to the people; the
priest represents the people to God. Because the people are sinful he, the priest, must be a sacrificer; because they are
needy, he must be a compassionate intercessor (Hebrews 5:1–2; 8:1–3). So Christ on the cross entered upon His high
priestly work, offering Himself without spot unto God (Hebrews 9:14), as now He exercises an ever-living intercession
for His people (Hebrews 7:25). John 17 provides the pattern of that continuing intercession.

VI. In the Gospels, primary interpretation should be distinguished from moral application. Much in the Gospels
that belongs in strict interpretation to the Jews or the kingdom is yet such a revelation of the mind of God and is so
based on eternal principles as to have a moral application to the people of God, whatever their dispensational posi-
tion. It is always true that “the pure in heart” are blessed because they “see God” and that “woe” is the portion of re-
ligious formalists whether under law or grace.

VII. Special emphasis rests upon that to which all four Gospels bear united testimony.
1. In all of them there is revealed the one unique Person. The pen is a different pen, the incidents in which He is

seen are sometimes different incidents, but He is always the same Christ.
2. All the evangelists record the ministry of John the Baptist.
3. All record the feeding of the five thousand.
4. All record Christ’s offer of Himself as King, according to Zechariah 9:9.
5. All record the betrayal by Judas; the denial by Peter.
6. All record the trial and crucifixion of Christ.
7. All record the bodily resurrection of Christ.
8. All record events occurring during the forty days of the post-resurrection ministry of Christ—a ministry keyed to

a new note of universality and of power.
9. All point forward to His second coming.
And this record is so presented as to testify that the supreme business that brought Him into the world was His death

and resurrection; that all that precedes these was preparation, and that from them flow all the blessings God ever has
bestowed or ever will bestow upon humanity.

VIII. Since the first three Gospels contain so much material in common that they may be arranged as a synopsis,
they are called the Synoptic Gospels. Careful readers of the New Testament will observe the similarities among and
also the differences peculiar to these Gospels. That they contain dissimilarities is not surprising in view of the fact that
each of these three Gospels is written for a particular purpose—Matthew to present Jesus as King, Mark to present Him
as Servant, and Luke to present Him as Son of Man.

Matthew may have been the first Gospel written. It is thought that Mark’s account reflects, in its subject matter, Pe-
ter’s view of our Lord. That there were in existence many early accounts of the life and work of Christ is plain from
Luke’s prologue to his Gospel (Luke 1:1–4).

As for John, this Gospel is in a class by itself. Probably written later than the Synoptics, it does not outline the life of
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our Lord but selects its material (including much that is not in the first three Gospels) in keeping with the writer’s de-
clared aim of presenting Jesus as the Son of God (John 20:30–31).

An effort has been made by certain scholars to trace the forms or patterns into which the earliest traditions about
Christ were put for oral repetition. These forms are supposed to have provided material for the Gospels and are also
thought to have been so thoroughly shaped by the needs of the early Church as to preclude a full historical basis for
all the events recorded in the Gospels. In its effort to explain the differences in the Gospels, this critical view raises a
question concerning the historical accuracy of the whole record. However, it fails to recognize evidence which sup-
ports the historicity of the Gospels. It may also be observed that selectivity of material does not necessarily mean dis-
tortion of fact, nor is the use of reliable tradition incompatible with the inspiration of the Gospel records.

The important thing to keep in mind is the established fact that these Gospels are inspired historical documents of
genuine authenticity and full integrity. Moreover, the believer in Christ knows in his own life the reality of the living
Lord, who is so faithfully and yet so variously presented in the Synoptics and in John’s Gospel.
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Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Matthew Christ, the King c. A.D. 50

Background
Matthew, also called Levi, was the writer of the First Gospel. His name appears seventh or eighth in the New Testament
lists of the apostles (Matthew 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:15). Matthew was a Jew who collected taxes for the Roman gov-
ernment. He was thus despised by loyal Jews.

God’s Relationship with Man
Written originally for the Jews, the Gospel of Matthew presents Christ as the Son of David and the Son of Abraham. Be-
cause He is portrayed as King, His genealogy is traced to King David; and the place of His birth, Bethlehem, the home of
David, is emphasized. Seven times in this Gospel Christ is spoken of as “the Son of David” (1:1; 9:27; 12:23; 15:22;
20:30; 21:9; 22:42). Only in Matthew does Christ speak of “the throne of His glory” (19:28; compare 25:31). Moreover,
only here in the Gospels is Jerusalem referred to as “the holy city” (4:5) and “the city of the great King” (5:35). Since it is
the Gospel of the King, Matthew is also the Gospel of the kingdom; in it the word “kingdom” appears more than fifty
times and the expression “the kingdom of heaven,” which is found nowhere else in the New Testament, appears about
thirty times.

The Old Testament in the New
Matthew, more than any of the Gospels writers, connects events and utterances in the life of our Lord with Old Testament
predictions, for exmple 1:22; 2:15,17,23; 4:14; 12:17; 13:14; 21:4; 26:54,56; 27:9,35.

Outline
Matthew may be divided as follows:

I. The King Introduced 1:1—4:25
A. Genealogy 1:1–17
B. Birth 1:18–25
C. Early Life 2:1–23
D. Ministry of John the Baptist 3:1–12
E. Baptism of Jesus 3:13–17
F. Temptation of Jesus 4:1–11
G. Early Ministry of Jesus 4:12–25

II. The Principles of the Rule of the King: the Sermon on the Mount 5:1—7:29
III. The Authority of the King Manifested and Rejected 8:1—12:50
IV. The Mysteries of the Kingdom: the Period Between the King’s Two Advents 13:1–58
V. The Ministry of the Rejected King 14:1—23:39

VI. The Predicted Return of the King: the Olivet Discourse 24:1—25:46
VII. The Death and Resurrection of the King 26:1—28:20

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO

M AT T H E W



9Uzziah begot Jotham, Jotham be-
got nAhaz, and Ahaz begot Hezekiah.

10Hezekiah begot Manasseh, Ma-
nasseh begot Amon,* and Amon be-
got oJosiah.

11Josiah begot Jeconiah and his
brothers about the time they were
carried away to Babylon.

12And after they were brought to
pBabylon, Jeconiah begot qShealtiel,
and Shealtiel begot rZerubbabel.

13Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud
begot Eliakim, and Eliakim begot
Azor.

14Azor begot Zadok, Zadok begot
Achim, and Achim begot Eliud.

15Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar be-
got Matthan, and Matthan begot Ja-
cob.

16And Jacob begot Joseph the hus-
band of sMary, of whom was born
Jesus who is called Christ.

17So all the generations from
Abraham to David are fourteen gen-
erations, from David until the cap-
tivity in Babylon are fourteen gener-
ations, and from the captivity in
Babylon until the Christ are four-
teen generations.

I. The King Introduced:
His Genealogy, Birth,
and Early Life, 1—4

Genealogy of Jesus through Solomon
(v. 7) and foster father, Joseph

(v. 16; cp. Luke 3:23–38)

1THE book of the agenealogy of
Jesus Christ, the Son of bDavid,

the Son of cAbraham:
2Abraham begot dIsaac, Isaac be-

got eJacob, and Jacob begot fJudah
and his brothers.

3Judah begot gPerez and Zerah by
Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and
Hezron begot Ram.

4Ram begot Amminadab, Ammi-
nadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon
begot Salmon.

5Salmon begot hBoaz by Rahab,
Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed be-
got Jesse,

6and Jesse begot David the king.
David the king begot Solomon by

her who had been the wife* of iUri-
ah.

7Solomon begot jRehoboam, Re-
hoboam begot kAbijah, and Abijah
begot Asa.*

8Asa begot lJehoshaphat, Jehosha-
phat begot Joram, and Joram begot
mUzziah.

1:9
n 2 Kin. 15:38

1:10
o 1 Kin. 13:2

1:12
p 2 Kin. 24:11-16;

2 Chr. 36:20-21;
Jer. 29:1-4

q 1 Chr. 3:17

r Ezra 2:2; 3:8;
see 1 Chr. 3:19,
note

1:16
s Matt. 13:55;

Mark 6:3; Luke
8:19; see Luke
1:27, note

1:1
a vv. 1-17

b 1 Sam. 16:1-14;
2 Sam. 7:12-29;
Ps. 132:11

c Gen. 12:1-4;
13:15-18; 15:1-
6; 17:1-8;
22:15-18

1:2
d Gen. 21:1-8;

26:1-5

e Gen. 25:19-28;
28:1-4,10-15

f Gen. 29:35

1:3
g Gen. 38:24-30;

Ruth 4:18-22

1:5
h Ruth 2:1; 4:1-13

1:6
i 2 Sam. 11:3

1:7
j 1 Kin. 11:43

k 2 Chr. 11:20

1:8
l 1 Chr. 3:10

m 2 Kin. 15:13
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*1:6 Words in italic type have been added for
clarity. They are not found in the original Greek.
*1:7 NU-Text reads Asaph. *1:10 NU-Text
reads Amos.

1:1 genealogy. There are two genealogies of our Lord—
here and at Luke 3:23–38 (where see note at v. 23). The ge-
nealogy in Matthew begins with Abraham, founder of the
Hebrew nation, and concludes with Joseph, the husband of
Mary. Luke’s genealogy begins with Joseph and carries the
Messianic line back as far as Adam. Matthew inserts histor-
ical data, Luke does not. The list in Matthew is divided into
three sections.

The last individual in these genealogies in the OT
records is Zerubbabel (Matt. 1:13; Luke 3:27). There are
some omissions, as between Joram and Uzziah (Matt. 1:8),
for which see 2 Kin. 8:24 and 1 Chr. 3:11. Women are
mentioned in the Matthew genealogy, contrary to usual
custom (compare 1 Chr. 1—8).

1:8 Uzziah (called Azariah, 2 Kin. 14:21) was not the
son, but the great-great-grandson of Joram. Compare 2 Kin.
8:25; 13:1—15:38; 2 Chr. 22—25. The wording of each
succession may sometimes indicate that a man is a more
remote ancestor than an immediate father.

1:11 Jeconiah. In Jer. 22:24–30 a curse is pronounced
upon this former king of Judah. There it is predicted that
none of his descendants should prosper sitting on David’s
throne. Had our Lord been the natural son of Joseph, who
was descended from Jeconiah, He could never reign in
power and righteousness because of the curse. But Christ
came through Mary’s line, not Joseph’s. As the adopted son

of Joseph, the curse upon Jeconiah’s seed did not affect
Him.

1:16 of whom was born. The changed expression here
is important. It is no longer “begot,” but “the husband of
Mary, by whom [fem. sing.] was born Jesus.” Jesus was not
begotten of natural generation. Christ (Christos means
anointed), the Greek form of the Hebrew Messiah (Dan.
9:25–26), is the official name of our Lord, as “Jesus” is His
human name (Luke 1:31; 2:21). The name, or title,
“Christ,” connects Him with the entire OT foreview (see
Zech. 12:8, note) of a coming Prophet (Deut. 18:15–19),
Priest (Ps. 110:4), and King (2 Sam. 7:12–13). As these
were typically anointed with oil (1 Kin. 19:16; compare Ex.
29:7; 1 Sam. 16:13 respectively), so Jesus was anointed
with the Holy Spirit (Matt. 3:16; Mark 1:10–11; Luke
3:21–22; John 1:32–33), thus becoming officially identi-
fied as the Christ.

1:17 fourteen generations. As in the genealogies of the
OT (Gen. 5; 1 Chr. 1—9), certain generations are omitted
here in order to make the arrangement uniform. Compare
1 Chr. 3:11–12; Ezra 7:1–5. The list may have been put in
this form for purposes of memorization. Memorization is
aided by the fact that each of the triads of names concludes
with an important era in Israel’s history, that is, David’s
reign, the Babylonian captivity, and the advent of the
promised Messiah.



Conception and birth of Jesus
(Luke 1:26–38; 2:1–7; John 1:1–2,14)

18aNow the birth of Jesus Christ
was as follows: After His mother
Mary was betrothed to Joseph, be-
fore they came together, she was
found with child of the Holy bSpirit.

19Then Joseph her husband, be-
ing a c just man, and not wanting to
make her a public example, was
minded to put her away dsecretly.

20But while he thought about
these things, behold, ean angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream,
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not
be afraid to take to you Mary your
wife, for that which is conceived in
her is of the Holy fSpirit.

21“And she will bring forth a
gSon, and you shall call His name
JESUS, for He will hsave His people
from their isins.”

22So all this was done that it
might be fulfilled which was spoken
jby the Lord through the prophet,
saying:

23“Behold, the virgin shall be
with child, and bear a Son, and they

1:21
i See Rom. 3:23,

note

1:22
j Is. 7:14

2:1
k Cp. Mic. 5:2

2:2
l Kingdom (NT):

vv. 2,5-6; Matt.
3:2. (Matt. 2:2;
1 Cor. 15:24,
note)

1:18
a Christ (first ad-

vent): vv. 18-25;
Matt. 2:4. (Gen.
3:15; Acts 1:11,
note)

b Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 18; Matt.
1:20. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

1:19
c Righteousness

(OT): v. 19;
Matt. 5:20.
(Gen. 6:9; Luke
2:25, note)

d Cp. Deut. 24:1

1:20
e See Judg. 2:1

and Heb. 1:4,
notes

f Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 20; Matt.
3:11. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

1:21
g Is. 7:14; 9:6-7

h John 1:29; see
Rom. 1:16, note
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shall call His name Immanuel,”*

which is translated, “God with us.”
24Then Joseph, being aroused

from sleep, did as the angel of the
Lord commanded him and took to
him his wife,

25and did not know her till she
had brought forth her firstborn
Son.* And he called His name JESUS.

Visit of the wise men

2NOW kafter Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea in the days

of Herod the king, behold, wise
men from the East came to Jeru-
salem,

2saying, “Where is He who has
been born lKing of the Jews? For we
have seen His star in the East and
have come to worship Him.”

3When Herod the king heard this,
he was troubled, and all Jerusalem
with him.

4And when he had gathered all
the chief priests and scribes of the
*1:23 Words in oblique type in the New Testament
are quoted from the Old Testament. *1:25 NU-
Text reads a Son.

1:21,25 JESUS. Greek form of Hebrew Jehoshua, mean-
ing Jehovah is salvation.

1:23 Immanuel. Why was Jesus not actually called “Im-
manuel”? According to Hebrew usage the name does not
represent a title but a characterization, as in Is. 1:26 and
9:6. The name “Immanuel” shows that He really was “God
with us.” Thus the Deity of Christ is stressed at the very be-
ginning of Matthew.

2:1 born. Approximately 5 B.C. Jesus was born. In the
708th year from the foundation of Rome (46 B.C. by Chris-
tian reckoning) Julius Caesar established the Julian calen-
dar, beginning the year with January 1st. But it was not un-
til the sixth century A.D. that Dionysius Exiguus, a Scythian
monk living in Rome, who was confirming the Easter cycle,
originated the system of reckoning time from the birth of
Christ. Gradually this usage spread, being adopted in Eng-
land by the Synod of Whitby in 664, until it gained univer-
sal acceptance. In 1582 Pope Gregory XIII reformed the
Julian calendar. However, more accurate knowledge
shows that the earlier reckonings of the time of Christ’s
birth were in error by several years. Thus it is now agreed
that the birth of Christ should be placed c. 6–4 B.C. Herod.
The Herod mentioned here (vv. 1,3,7,12,13,16,19,22) and
in Luke 1:5 is known to history as Herod the Great. His
family was nominally Jewish but actually Idumaean (Edom-
ite, see Gen. 36:1, note). The Romans had appointed his
grandfather, Antipas (died 78 B.C.) governor of Idumaea,
and Julius Caesar had made his father, Antipater, procura-
tor of Judea (47–43 B.C.). The Roman triumvir, Mark
Antony, appointed Herod the Great tetrarch of Galilee in

37 B.C. He greatly increased the splendor of Jerusalem,
erecting the temple, which was the center of Jewish wor-
ship in the time of our Lord. Herod’s slaughter of the in-
fants at Bethlehem (v. 16) was in keeping with his cruel
character. Herod died in March, 4 B.C., and was succeeded
by a son, Archelaus (Matt. 2:22). For other members of the
Herodian family, see Mark 6:14, note. wise men (or

2:4 THE ROLE OF THE SCRIBES

Scribes were so called because it was their office to
make copies of the Scriptures, to classify and teach the
precepts of the oral law (see Pharisees, Matt. 3:7, note),
and to keep careful count of every letter in the OT writ-
ings. Such an office was necessary in a religion of law
and precept, and was an OT function (2 Sam. 8:17;
20:25; 1 Kin. 4:3; Jer. 8:8; 36:10,12,26). To this legiti-
mate work the teachers added a record of rabbinical de-
cisions on questions of ritual (Halachoth); the new code
resulting from those decisions (Mishna); the Hebrew sa-
cred legends (Gemara, forming with the Mishna, the
Talmud); commentaries on the OT (Midrashim); rea-
sonings upon these (Hagada); and, finally, mystical in-
terpretations which found in Scripture meanings other
than the grammatical, lexical, and obvious ones (the
Kabbala), not unlike the allegorical method of Origen.
In our Lord’s time, the Pharisees considered it orthodox
to receive this mass of writing which had been superim-
posed upon and had obscured the Scripture.



which they had seen in the East
went before them, till it came and
stood over where the young Child
was.

10When they saw the star, they
rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.

11And when they had come into
the house, they saw the young
Child with Mary His mother, and
fell down and worshiped Him. And
when they had opened their trea-
sures, they presented egifts to Him:
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

12Then, being divinely warned in
a dream that they should not return
to Herod, they departed for their
own country another way.

Flight into Egypt
13Now when they had departed,

behold, fan angel of the Lord ap-
peared to Joseph in a dream, saying,
“Arise, take the young Child and
His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay
there until I bring you word; for
gHerod will seek the young Child to
destroy Him.”

14When he arose, he took the
young Child and His mother by
night and departed for Egypt,

15and was there until the death of
Herod, that it might be fulfilled
which was hspoken by the Lord
through the prophet, saying, “Out
of Egypt I called My Son.”

Herod puts innocent children to death
16Then Herod, when he saw that

he was deceived by the wise men,
was exceedingly angry; and he sent
forth and put to death all the male
children who were in Bethlehem
and in all its districts, from two

people together, he inquired of
them where athe Christ was to be
born.

5So they said to him, “In Bethle-
hem of Judea, for thus it is bwritten
by the prophet:

6 ‘But you, cBethlehem, in the
land of Judah,

Are not the least among the
rulers of Judah;

For out of you shall come a
Ruler

Who will shepherd My people
Israel.’ ”

7Then Herod, when he had se-
cretly called the wise men, deter-
mined from them what time the
dstar appeared.

8And he sent them to Bethlehem
and said, “Go and search carefully
for the young Child, and when you
have found Him, bring back word to
me, that I may come and worship
Him also.”

9When they heard the king, they
departed; and behold, the star

2:11
e Cp. Ps. 72:10-

11; Is. 60:6

2:13
f See Judg. 2:1

and Heb. 1:4,
notes

g See Mark 6:14,
note

2:15
h Inspiration: v.

15; Matt. 2:17.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note). Cp.
Is. 11:1; 40:3:
Jer. 31:15: Hos.
11:1

2:4
a Christ (first ad-

vent): vv. 1-6;
Matt. 4:16.
(Gen. 3:15; Acts
1:11, note)

2:5
b Inspiration: vv.

5-6; Matt. 2:15.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

2:6
c Mic. 5:2; John

7:42

2:7
d Num. 24:17

1302 MATTHEW 2:5–16

“magi”). From the Greek magoi, a Persian word for men
expert in the study of the stars. There is no evidence that
these magi were only three in number or that they were
kings. Their interest aroused by the star that signalized
Christ’s birth, they journeyed to Judea to seek the newborn
King of the Jews. They arrived some months after His birth.
When Herod sent them to Bethlehem, the star reappeared
and led them to the Christ child.

2:15 Out of Egypt . . . Son. The words quoted are from
Hos. 11:1, and the passage illustrates the principle that
prophetic utterances often have a latent and deeper mean-
ing than at first appears. Israel, nationally, was a son (Ex.
4:22), but Christ was the greater Son. Compare Is. 41:8
with Is. 42:1–4 and 52:13–14, where the servant-nation
and the Servant-Son are both in view; also Rom. 9:4–5.
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years old and under, according to
the time which he had determined
from the awise men.

17Then was fulfilled what was
bspoken by Jeremiah the prophet,
saying:
18“A voice was heard in Ramah,

Lamentation, weeping, and
great mourning,

Rachel weeping for her
children,

Refusing to be comforted,
Because they are no more.”

Return from Egypt to Nazareth (cp.
Luke 2:39–40; also read Luke 2:41–52)

19Now when Herod was dead, be-
hold, an cangel of the Lord appeared
in a dream to Joseph in Egypt,

20dsaying, “Arise, take the young
Child and His mother, and go to the
land of Israel, efor those who fsought
the young Child’s life are dead.”

21Then he arose, took the young
Child and His mother, and came
into the land of Israel.

22But when he heard that Arche-
laus was reigning over Judea instead
of his father Herod, he was afraid to
go there. And being warned by God
in a gdream, he turned aside into
the region of Galilee.

23And he came and dwelt in a
city called Nazareth, that it might
be fulfilled which was hspoken by
the prophets, “He shall be called a
Nazarene.”

Ministry of John the Baptist
(Mark 1:1–8; Luke 3:1–20;

John 1:6–8,15–37)

3IN those days John the Baptist
came ipreaching in the wilder-

ness of Judea,

3:2
l Kingdom (NT):

v. 2; Matt. 4:17.
(Matt. 2:2;
1 Cor. 15:24,
note)

m See Matt. 4:17,
note

3:3
n Inspiration: v. 3;

Matt. 4:4. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note). Cp.
Is. 11:1; 40:3;
Jer. 31:15; Hos.
11:1

o Ezek. 1:7

3:4
p Cp. 2 Kin. 1:8

3:6
q See Rom. 3:23,

note

2:16
a See Matt. 2:1,

note

2:17
b Inspiration: vv.

17-18; Matt.
2:23. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note). Cp. Is.
11:1; 40:3; Jer.
31:15; Hos.
11:1

2:19
c See Heb. 1:4,

note

2:20
d Luke 2:14

e Cp. Ex. 4:19

f v. 16

2:22
g Matt. 2:13,19

2:23
h Inspiration: v.

23; Matt. 3:3.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note). Cp.
Is. 11:1; 40:3;
Jer. 31:15; Hos.
11:1

3:1
i Gospel: vv. 1-2;

Matt. 4:17.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

3:2
j See Acts 17:30,

note

k Repentance: vv.
2,8,11; Matt.
4:17. (Matt. 3:2;
Acts 17:30,
note)
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2and jsaying, k“Repent, for lthe

kingdom of heaven is mat hand!”
3For this is he who was nspoken

of by the prophet Isaiah, saying:

“The voice of one crying in the
wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the LORD;
Make His paths ostraight.’ ”

4Now John himself was clothed in
camel’s hair, with a p leather belt
around his waist; and his food was
locusts and wild honey.

5Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and
all the region around the Jordan
went out to him

6and were baptized by him in the
Jordan, confessing their qsins.

7But when he saw many of the
Pharisees and Sadducees coming to
his baptism, he said to them,

2:19 dead. Approximately 4 B.C. See Mark 6:14, note.

Herod: Herod the Great was king of Judea at the time of
Christ’s birth. He ordered all infant males to be killed.

2:22 Archelaus. Son of Herod the Great. See Matt. 2:1,
note.

2:23 He shall be called a Nazarene. Probably refers to
Is. 11:1, where the Messiah is spoken of as “a Rod [netzer]
from the stem of Jesse.”

3:7 Pharisees. Called “Pharisees” from a Hebrew word
meaning separate. After the ministry of the post-exilic
prophets ceased, godly men called Chasidim (saints) arose
who sought to keep alive reverence for the law among the

3:2 THE MEANING OF 
THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN

The expression “kingdom of heaven” (literally “of the
heavens”), one that is peculiar to Matthew, refers to the
rule of the heavens, i.e. the rule of the God of heaven
over the earth (compare Dan. 2:44; 4:25,32). The king-
dom of heaven is similar in many respects to the king-
dom of God and is often used synonymously with it,
though emphasizing certain features of divine govern-
ment. When contrasted with the universal kingdom of
God, the kingdom of heaven includes only men on
earth, excluding angels and other creatures. The king-
dom of heaven is the earthly sphere of profession as
shown by the inclusion of those designated as wheat
and tares, the latter of which are cast out of the king-
dom (Matt. 13:41), and is compared to a net containing
both the good and bad fish which are later separated
(Matt. 13:47).

The kingdom of heaven is revealed in three aspects
in Matthew: 

(1) As “at hand” (see 4:17, note), the kingdom is of-
fered in the Person of the King, of whom John the Bap-
tist is the forerunner (Matt. 3:1). 

(2) As fulfilled in the present age, the kingdom of
heaven is presented in seven “mysteries” (Matt. 13), re-
vealing the character of the rule of heaven over the earth
between the first and second comings of the Lord. And 

(3) as fulfilled after the second coming of Christ, the
kingdom of heaven will be realized in the future mil-
lennial kingdom as predicted by Daniel (Dan.
2:34–36,44–45) and covenanted to David (2 Sam.
7:12–16; see Zech. 12:8, note). This millennial form of
the kingdom of heaven is wholly future and will be set
up after the return of the King in glory (Matt. 24:29—
25:46; Acts 15:14–17; see Matt. 6:33, note).



to John at the Jordan to be baptized
by him.

14And John tried to prevent Him,
saying, “I need to be baptized by
You, and are You coming to me?”

15But Jesus answered and said to
him, “Permit it to be so now, for thus
it is fitting for us to fulfill all drigh-
teousness.” Then he allowed Him.

16When He had been baptized,
Jesus came up immediately from the
water; and behold, the eheavens
were opened to Him, and He* saw
the Spirit of God descending like a
dove and alighting upon Him.

17And suddenly a voice came
from heaven, saying, “This is My
beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.”

Temptation of Jesus (Mark 1:12–13;
Luke 4:1–13; cp. Gen. 3:6;

1 John 2:16)

4THEN Jesus was led up by the
fSpirit into the wilderness to be

gtempted by the hdevil.
2And when He had fasted iforty

days and forty nights, afterward He
was hungry.

3Now when the tempter came to

“Brood of vipers! Who warned you
to flee from the wrath to come?

8“Therefore bear fruits worthy of
repentance,

9“and do not think to say to your-
selves, ‘We have Abraham as our fa-
ther.’ For I say to you that God is
able to raise up children to Abra-
ham from these stones.

10“And even now the ax is laid to
the root of the trees. Therefore
every tree which does not bear
good fruit is acut down and thrown
into the fire.

11“I indeed baptize you with wa-
ter unto repentance, but He who is
coming after me is mightier than I,
whose sandals I am not worthy to
carry. He will baptize you with the
Holy bSpirit and cfire.*

12“His winnowing fan is in His
hand, and He will thoroughly clean
out His threshing floor, and gather
His wheat into the barn; but He will
burn up the chaff with unquench-
able fire.”

Baptism of Jesus (Mark 1:9–11;
Luke 3:21–22; cp. John 1:31–34)

13Then Jesus came from Galilee

3:15
d See 1 John 3:7,

note

3:16
e Cp. Ezek. 1:1;

Acts 7:56; Rev.
4:1

4:1
f Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 1; Matt.
10:20. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

g Test/Tempt: vv.
1,3,7; Matt.
6:13. (Gen. 3:1;
James 1:14,
note)

h Satan: vv.
1,5,8,10-11;
Matt. 12:26.
(Gen. 3:1; Rev.
20:10, note)

4:2
i Cp. Ex. 34:28;

1 Kin. 19:8

3:10
a Matt. 7:19

3:11
b Holy Spirit (NT):

vv. 11,16; 4:1;
Matt. 10:20.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

c Acts 2:3

1304 MATTHEW 3:8—4:3

*3:11 M-Text omits and fire. *3:16 Or he

descendants of the Jews who returned from the Babylonian
captivity. This movement degenerated into the Pharisaism
of our Lord’s day—a letter-strictness which overlaid the
law with traditional interpretations held to have been com-
municated by the LORD to Moses as oral explanations of
equal authority with the law itself (compare Matt. 15:2–3;
Mark 7:8–13; Gal. 1:14).

The Pharisees were strictly a sect. A member was a chaber
(that is, “united,” Judg. 20:11) and was obligated to remain
true to the principles of Pharisaism. They were moral, zeal-
ous, and self-denying, but self-righteous (Luke 18:9) and des-
titute of the sense of sin and need (Luke 7:39). They were the
foremost persecutors of Jesus Christ and the objects of His
unsparing denunciation, e.g. Matt. 23:1–36; Luke 11:42–44.

3:7 Sadducees. The Sadducees were a Jewish sect that
denied the existence of angels or other spirits, and all mir-
acles, especially the resurrection of the body. They were
the religious rationalists of the time (Mark 12:18–23; Acts
23:8), and were strongly entrenched in the Sanhedrin and
priesthood (Acts 4:1–2; 5:17). The Sadducees are identified
with no affirmative doctrine, but were mere deniers of the
supernatural. Brood. Literally Offspring.

3:13 Then Jesus came. Approximately A.D. 26.
3:15 Permit it. Why the Lord, who needed no repen-

tance, should insist upon receiving a rite which signified
confession (v. 6) and repentance (v. 11) is nowhere direct-
ly explained. It may be suggested that: 

(1) Jesus was now to enter into His mediatorial office as
Prophet, Priest, and King and, as the Aaronic high priest
publicly entered his office in a special ceremony (Ex.
29:4–7), so our Lord’s baptism signifies His entering His
ministry;

(2) our Lord’s baptism was the means for His introduc-
tion as Messiah to His people (John 1:31–34); 

(3) by thus taking His place with sinners, He was illus-
trating the doctrine of identification (compare Is. 53:12;
2 Cor. 5:21); and 

(4) He was prophetically looking forward to His own
death and resurrection, which alone could “fulfill all righ-
teousness.” See Matt. 20:22, where Christ speaks of His
death as His baptism.

3:16 When He had been baptized . . . . For the first time
the Trinity, foreshadowed in many ways in the OT, is clear-
ly manifested. The Spirit descends upon the Son and, at the
same moment, the Father’s voice is heard from heaven.

3:17 This is My beloved Son. Literally This is My Son,
the Beloved. Matt. 17:5; Mark 9:7; Luke 9:35; compare Is.
42:1; Eph. 1:3–6.

Abraham: father of a great multitude. A man chosen by
God to become the father of the great nation Israel.
God promised Abraham that he would have descen-
dants as numerous as the stars in the heavens. Abraham
was revered throughout generations for his great faith.



Him, he said, “If You are the Son of
God, command that these stones
become bread.”

4But He answered and said, a“It is
bwritten, c ‘Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word that
proceeds from the mouth of God.’ ”

5Then the devil took Him up into
the dholy city, set Him on the pin-
nacle of the temple,

6and said to Him, “If You are the
Son of God, throw Yourself down.
For it is bwritten:

‘He e shall give His fangels
charge over you,’

and,

‘ In their hands they shall bear
you up,

4:7
g Deut. 6:16

4:8
h 1 John 2:15-17;

cp. Rev. 21:10

4:10
i Deut. 6:13;

10:20

4:11
j James 4:7

4:4
a Deut. 8:3

b Inspiration: vv.
4,6,7,10; Matt.
4:14. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note). Is. 9:1-2

c Law (of Moses):
vv. 4,7,10; Matt.
5:17. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

4:5
d Sanctification

(NT): v. 5; Matt.
7:6. (Matt. 4:5;
Rev. 22:11,
note)

4:6
e Ps. 91:11-12

f See Heb. 1:4,
note

MATTHEW 4:4–11 1305
Lest you dash your foot against

a stone.’ ”
7Jesus said to him, “It is bwritten

again, c ‘You shall not tempt the
gLORD your God.’ ”

8Again, the devil took Him up on
an exceedingly high mountain, and
hshowed Him all the kingdoms of
the world and their glory.

9And he said to Him, “All these
things I will give You if You will fall
down and worship me.”

10Then Jesus said to him, “Away
with you,* Satan! For it is bwritten,
c‘You shall worship the LORD your
God, and Him only you shall
iserve.’ ”

11Then the devil j left Him, and
*4:10 M-Text reads Get behind Me.

4:5 holy city. In the NT one Greek word, hagios, in its
various forms, is rendered, “holy,” “holiness,” “consecrat-
ed,” “sanctify,” and “sanctified.” Like the Hebrew qodesh,
it signifies set apart.

4:8 world. The Greek word kosmos means order,
arrangement, and so, with the Greeks, beauty; for order
and arrangement, in the sense of system, are at the bottom

of the Greek conception of beauty. Sometimes kosmos
means world. When the word is employed in the NT for
humanity, the world of men, it denotes organized humani-
ty—humanity in families, tribes, nations. The word for
chaotic, unorganized humanity—the mere mass of men—
is thalassa, the “sea” of men (e.g. Rev. 13:1). For “world”
(kosmos) in the bad ethical sense, see Rev. 13:8, note.
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Jesus’ Baptism and Temptation

4:1 THE FIRST AND LAST ADAM

The temptation of Christ, the “last Adam” (1 Cor.
15:45), is best understood when contrasted with that of
“the first man Adam.” Adam was tempted in his place
of lord of creation, a lordship with but one reservation,
the knowledge of good and evil (Gen. 1:26; 2:16–17).
Through the woman he was tempted to add that also to
his dominion. Falling, he lost all. But Christ took the
place of a lowly Servant, acting only from and in obe-
dience to the Father (Phil. 2:5–8; compare John 5:19;
8:28,54; see Is. 41:8, note), that He might redeem a
fallen race and a creation under the divine curse (Gen.
3:17–19; compare Rom. 8:19–23). 

Satan’s one object in the threefold temptation was to
induce Christ to act from Himself, independent of His
Father. The first two temptations were a challenge to
Christ from the god of this world to prove Himself in-
deed the Son of God (vv. 3,6). The third was the offer of
the usurping prince of this world to divest himself of
that which rightfully belonged to Christ as Son of Man
and Son of David, on the condition that He accept the
scepter on Satan’s world principles (compare John
18:36; see Rev. 13:8, note). Christ defeated Satan by a
means open to His humblest follower, the intelligent
use of the Word of God (vv. 4,7,10). In his second
temptation Satan also used Scripture, but he cited a
promise available only to one in the path of obedience.



called Peter, and Andrew his broth-
er, casting a net into the sea; for
they were fishermen.

19Then He said to them, “Follow
Me, and I will make you fishers of
men.”

20They immediately i left their
nets and followed Him.

21Going on from there, He saw
two other brothers, James the son
of Zebedee, and John his brother, in
the boat with Zebedee their father,
mending their nets. He called them,

22and immediately they left the
boat and their father, and followed
Him.

Early ministry in Galilee
23And Jesus went about all Gali-

lee, teaching in their synagogues,
preaching the jgospel of the kking-
dom, and healing all kinds of sick-
ness and all kinds of disease among
the people.

24Then His fame went throughout
all Syria; and they lbrought to Him
all sick people who were afflicted
with various diseases and torments,
and those who were mdemon-pos-
sessed, nepileptics, and paralytics;
and He healed them.

25Great omultitudes followed
Him—from Galilee, and from De-
capolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and be-
yond the Jordan.

behold, aangels came and minis-
tered to Him.

Jesus begins His public
ministry in Capernaum

(Mark 1:14; Luke 4:14–15)
12Now when Jesus heard that

John had been put in prison, He de-
parted to Galilee.

13And leaving Nazareth, He came
and dwelt in Capernaum, which is
by the sea, in the regions of Zebu-
lun and Naphtali,

14that it might be fulfilled which
was bspoken by Isaiah the prophet,
saying:
15“The land of Zebulun and the

land of Naphtali,
By the way of the sea, beyond

the Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles:

16 The people who sat in darkness
have seen a great clight,

And upon those who sat in the
region and shadow of death

dLight has dawned.”*

17From that time Jesus began to
epreach and to say, f“Repent, for
the gkingdom of heaven h is at
hand.”

Jesus’ first disciples (Mark 1:16–20;
cp. Luke 5:1–11; John 1:35–42)

18And Jesus, walking by the Sea
of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon

4:20
i Matt. 19:27

4:23
j Gospel: v. 23;

Matt. 9:35.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

k Kingdom (NT):
v. 23; Matt. 5:3.
(Matt. 2:2;
1 Cor. 15:24,
note)

4:24
l Mark 1:32-33;

Luke 4:40; see
Mark 3:15, note

m See Matt. 7:22,
note

n Cp. Luke 8:26-
39

4:25
o Matt. 5:1;

8:1,18; Mark
3:7-8

4:11
a See Heb. 1:4,

note

4:14
b Inspiration: vv.

14-16; Matt.
5:18. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note). Is. 9:1-2

4:16
c Christ (first ad-

vent): vv. 13-16;
Matt. 12:18.
(Gen. 3:15; Acts
1:11, note)

d Is. 42:6-7

4:17
e Gospel: v. 17;

Matt. 4:23.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

f Repentance: v.
17; Matt. 9:13.
(Matt. 3:2; Acts
17:30, note)

g Kingdom (NT):
v. 17; Matt.
4:23. (Matt. 2:2;
1 Cor. 15:24,
note)

h See Matt. 3:2,
note

1306 MATTHEW 4:12–25

*4:16 Isaiah 9:1-2

Capernaum: A city on the northwest coast of the Sea
of Galilee. It was the center of Christ’s ministry after
he left Nazareth.

4:17 From that time. The phrase “from that time” is used
by Matthew to indicate two sharply contrasted phases of our
Lord’s teaching ministry. The first begins here with His
proclamation of the kingdom as “at hand.” The second
comes at 16:21 when, following Israel’s rejection of the King
and His kingdom, Christ begins to declare openly the neces-
sity of His death and resurrection. at hand. The biblical
term “at hand” or “near” is never a positive affirmation that
the person or thing said to be at hand will immediately ap-
pear, but only that that person or thing has the quality of im-
minency. When Christ appeared to the Jewish people, the
next thing, in the order of revelation as they understood it,
should have been the setting up of the Davidic kingdom. Yet
God had predicted the rejection and crucifixion of the King
(Ps. 22; Is. 53). The long period of the secret form of the
kingdom (Matt. 13:11), the worldwide preaching of the
cross, and the out-calling of the Church was as yet locked up
in the secret counsels of God (Matt. 13:11,17; Eph. 3:3–12).

4:18 two brothers. Peter and Andrew were already dis-
ciples (John 1:35–42). This is a call to service.

4:21 James. Four persons are called by this name in the
NT:

(1) James, the son of Zebedee, an apostle (Matt. 10:2)
and the brother of the Apostle John, apart from whom he is
never mentioned and with whom, together with Peter, he
was admitted to the special intimacy of our Lord (Matt.
17:1; Mark 5:37; 9:2; 14:33). He was martyred by Herod
(Acts 12:2). 

(2) James, the son of Alphaeus, who was one of the
twelve apostles (Matt. 10:3). He is called James “the Less”
(Mark 15:40).

(3) James, the Lord’s half brother (Matt. 13:55; Mark
6:3; Gal. 1:19). The younger children of Mary did not be-
lieve in Jesus during His earthly life (John 7:5) but joined
His followers after His resurrection (Acts 1:14). James be-
came the leader of the Jerusalem church (Acts 12:17;
15:13; 21:18; Gal. 1:19; 2:9,12) and wrote the Epistle of
James. And 

(4) James, the father of the Apostle Judas (Luke 6:16; Acts
1:13).



II. The Principles and the Rule
of the Kingdom: the Sermon

on the Mount, 5—7

The Sermon on the Mount
(Luke 6:20–49): the Beatitudes

5AND seeing the multitudes, He
awent up on a mountain, and

when He was seated His disciples
came to Him.

2Then He opened His mouth and
btaught them, saying:

3“Blessed c are the poor in spirit,
For theirs is the dkingdom of

heaven.
4 Blessed are those who mourn,

For they shall be comforted.
5 Blessed are the emeek,

For they shall inherit the
earth.

6 Blessed are those who fhunger
and thirst for
grighteousness,

For they shall be filled.
7 Blessed are the merciful,

For they shall obtain mercy.
8 Blessed are the hpure in heart,

For they shall see God.
9 Blessed are the peacemakers,

For they shall be called sons
of God.

10 Blessed are those who are
persecuted for
irighteousness’ sake,

For theirs is the jkingdom of
heaven.

11“Blessed are you when they re-
vile and persecute you, and say all
kinds of evil against you falsely for
My sake.

12“Rejoice and be exceedingly
kglad, for great is your lreward in
heaven, for so they mpersecuted the
nprophets who were before you.

5:13
o Parables (NT):

vv. 13-16; Matt.
7:24. (Matt.
5:13; Luke
21:29, note)

p Cp. Ps. 119:118

5:14
q John 8:12

5:15
r Cp. Phil. 2:15

5:17
s Law (of Moses):

v. 17; Matt.
5:19. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

5:18
t Inspiration: v.

18; Matt. 5:21.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

5:1
a Matt. 14:23;

15:29; 17:1

5:2
b Matt. 7:29;

Mark 10:1;
12:35; John 8:2

5:3
c Prov. 16:19; Is.

66:2

d Kingdom (NT):
vv. 2-12; Matt.
5:19. (Matt. 2:2;
1 Cor. 15:24,
note)

5:5
e Ps. 22:26; 25:9;

37:11; 147:6;
149:4; Is. 29:19

5:6
f Luke 1:53; cp.

Is. 55:1; Luke
15:17

g See Rom. 10:10,
note

5:8
h Ps. 24:4

5:10
i See 1 John 3:7,

note

j See Matt. 3:2,
note

5:12
k 1 Pet. 4:14

l Rewards: v. 12;
Matt. 6:1. (Dan.
12:3; 1 Cor.
3:14, note)

m Acts 7:52

n Cp. Heb. 11:32-
40
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The Similitudes

(Mark 4:21–23; Luke 8:16–18)
13“You are the osalt of the earth;

but if the salt loses its flavor, how
shall it be seasoned? It is then good
for nothing but to be thrown out
and ptrampled underfoot by men.

14“You are the qlight of the world.
A city that is set on a hill cannot be
hidden.

15“Nor do they light a lamp and
put it under a basket, but on a
rlampstand, and it gives light to all
who are in the house.

16“Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in
heaven.

Relation of Christ to the Law
17“Do not think that I came to de-

stroy the sLaw or the Prophets. I did
not come to destroy but to fulfill.

18“For assuredly, I say to you, till
heaven and earth pass away, tone

5:2 saying. The beatific character and attitude de-
scribed by our Lord in vv. 3–12 are unattainable by self-ef-
fort, but are wrought in the Christian by the work of the in-
dwelling Holy Spirit. Compare 1 Cor. 3:16; Gal. 5:22–23.

5:11 you. The change from the third person “those” (vv.
3–10) to the second person “you,” etc. (vv. 11–16) is sig-
nificant. Most of the Sermon on the Mount is addressed di-
rectly to the disciples as subjects of the kingdom of heaven.

5:14 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.

5:3 THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT

Having announced the kingdom of heaven as “at
hand,” the King now, in the Sermon on the Mount
(Matt. 5—7), declares to His disciples (5:1) the princi-
ples of that kingdom.

1. In this sermon our Lord reaffirms the Mosaic law of
the OT theocratic kingdom as the governing code in
His coming kingdom on earth (5:17), and declares that
the attitude of men toward this law will determine their
place in the kingdom (5:19).

2. Christ here also declares that He has come to fulfill
the Law (5:17), which He now proceeds to do in part in
the Sermon on the Mount: (a) by showing that the di-
vine law deals with thoughts and motives as well as
overt acts (5:27–28; 6:1–6); and, (b) by abrogating cer-
tain concessions made formerly because of the hard-
ness of men’s hearts (5:31–32; compare 19:8).

3. In the Sermon on the Mount, Christ sets forth the
perfect standard of righteousness demanded by the law
(5:48), thus demonstrating that all men are sinners, ha-
bitually falling short of the divine standard, and that,
therefore, salvation by works of law is an impossibility.

4. Although the law, as expressed in the Sermon on
the Mount, cannot save sinners (Rom. 3:20), and the
redeemed of the present age are not under law (Rom.
6:14), nevertheless both the Mosaic law and the Ser-
mon on the Mount are a part of Holy Scripture which is
inspired by God and therefore “profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous-
ness” (2 Tim. 3:16) for the redeemed of all ages.



24“leave your gift there before the
altar, and go your way. First be rec-
onciled to your brother, and then
come and offer your gift.

25“Agree with your kadversary
quickly, while you are on the way
with him, lest your adversary deliv-
er you to the judge, the judge hand
you over to the officer, and you be
thrown into prison.

26“Assuredly, I say to you, you
will by no means get out of there till
you have paid the last lpenny.

Lust, adultery, and divorce
(cp. Matt. 19:3–11; Mark 10:2–12;

1 Cor. 7:1–16)
27“You have mheard that it was

hsaid to those of old,* a‘You shall
not commit adultery.’

28“But I say to you that whoever
n looks at a woman to lust for her
has already committed adultery
with her in his heart.

29“If your right eye causes you to
sin, pluck it out and cast it from
you; for it is more profitable for you
that one of your members perish,
than for your whole body to be cast
into hell.

30“And if your right hand causes
you to sin, cut it off and cast it from
you; for it is more profitable for you
that one of your members perish,
than for your whole body to be cast
into hell.

31“Furthermore it has been hsaid,
a ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let

jot or one tittle will by no means
pass from the law till all is fulfilled.

19“Whoever therefore breaks one
of the least of these acommand-
ments, and teaches men so, shall be
called least in the bkingdom of heav-
en; but whoever does and teaches
them, he shall be called great in the
kingdom of heaven.

20“For I say to you, that unless
your crighteousness dexceeds the
erighteousness of the fscribes and
gPharisees, you will by no means
enter the bkingdom of heaven.

First reconciliation, then sacrifice
21“You have aheard that it was

hsaid to those of old, ‘You shall not
imurder, and whoever murders will
be in danger of the judgment.’

22“But I say to you that whoever
is angry with his brother without a
cause* shall be in danger of the
judgment. And whoever says to his
brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of
the council. But whoever says, ‘You
fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire.

23“Therefore if you bring your gift
to the altar, and there remember
that your brother has jsomething
against you,

5:23
j Rom. 14:19

5:25
k Luke 12:58-59;

cp. Prov. 25:8-
9; James 3:13-
18

5:26
l See Coinage

(NT), v. 26, note

5:27
m Ex. 20:14

5:28
n 2 Sam. 11:2-5;

Matt. 15:19;
James 1:14-15;
cp. Job 31:1;
Prov. 6:25

5:19
a Law (of Moses):

vv. 19,21,27,31;
Matt. 5:33. (Ex.
19:1; Gal. 3:24,
note)

b Kingdom (NT):
vv. 19,20; Matt.
5:35. (Matt. 2:2;
1 Cor. 15:24,
note)

5:20
c See 1 John 3:7,

note

d Cp. Luke 18:11-
12; Rom. 3:20;
9:31; 10:3; Phil.
3:5-7

e Righteousness
(OT): v. 20;
Matt. 13:17.
(Gen. 6:9; Luke
2:25, note)

f See Matt. 2:4,
note

g See Matt. 3:7,
note

5:21
h Inspiration: vv.

21,27,31; Matt.
5:33. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

i See Ex. 20:13,
note
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*5:22 NU-Text omits without a cause.
*5:27 NU-Text and M-Text omit to those of old.

5:18 jot. Smallest Hebrew letter. tittle. Minute orna-
ment over Hebrew letter.

5:22 Raca. Literally Empty, an abusive epithet. hell
fire. Greek geenna equals Gehenna, the place in the Val-
ley of Hinnom where, anciently, human sacrifices were of-
fered (2 Chr. 33:6; Jer. 7:31), and where the continuous
burning of rubbish illustrated for the Jewish people unend-
ing judgment upon the wicked. The word occurs in Matt.
5:22,29,30; 10:28; 18:9; 23:15,33; Mark 9:43,45,47; Luke
12:5; James 3:6. In every instance except the last, the word
was spoken by Jesus Christ in most solemn warning of the
consequences of sin. He described it as the place where
“their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched”
(Mark 9:48). It is called “lake of fire” etc. in Rev. 19:20;
20:10,14,15. See Death, the second (John 8:24; Rev. 21:8);
also Luke 16:23, note.

5:29,30 sin. Literally stumble. hell. Greek geenna. See
Matt. 5:22, note.

5:17 CHRIST’S RELATIONSHIP 
TO THE LAW

Christ’s relation to the Law of Moses may be thus sum-
marized:

(1) Christ was made under the law (Gal. 4:4). 
(2) He lived in perfect obedience to the law (Matt.

17:5; John 8:46; 1 Pet. 2:21–23). 
(3) He was a minister of the law to the Jews, clearing

it from rabbinical sophistries, enforcing it upon those
who professed to obey it (e.g. Luke 10:25–37), but con-
firming the promises made to the fathers under the Mo-
saic Covenant (Rom. 15:8; see Ex. 19:5, note).

(4) He fulfilled the types of the law by His holy life
and sacrificial death (Heb. 9:11–28).

(5) He bore, vicariously, the curse of the law, so that
the Abrahamic Covenant (see Gen. 12:2, note) might
avail all who believe (Gal. 3:13–14). 

(6) He brought out, by His redemptive work, all who
believe—from the place of servants under the law to
the place of sons (Gal. 4:1–7). And 

(7) He mediated by His blood the New Covenant
(see Heb. 8:8, note) of assurance and grace in which all
believers stand (Rom. 5:2), so establishing the “law of
Christ” (Gal. 6:2, refs.) with its precepts of righteous liv-
ing made possible by the indwelling Spirit.



him give her a acertificate of di-
vorce.’

32“But I say to you that whoever
divorces his wife for any reason ex-
cept sexual immorality* bcauses her
to commit adultery; and whoever
marries a woman who is divorced
commits adultery.

Perjury and retaliation forbidden
33“Again you have heard that it

was csaid to those of old, d ‘You
eshall not swear falsely, but shall
fperform your oaths to the gLord.’

34“But I say to you, hdo not swear
at all: neither by heaven, for it is
God’s throne;

35“nor by the earth, for it is His
footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is
the city iof the great jKing.

36“Nor shall you swear by your
head, because you cannot make one
hair white or black.

37“But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and
your ‘No,’ ‘No.’ For whatever is
more than these is from the evil
one.

5:35
j Kingdom (NT):

v. 35; Matt.
6:10. (Matt. 2:2;
1 Cor. 15:24,
note)

5:38
k Ex. 21:24; Lev.

24:20; Deut.
19:21

5:42
l Deut. 15:7-11;

Luke 6:30-34;
1 Tim. 6:18

5:43
m Lev. 19:18;

Deut. 23:3-6

5:44
n Rom. 12:20

5:31
a Deut. 24:1; cp.

Gen. 2:23-24;
Jer. 3:1

5:32
b Luke 16:18; cp.

1 Cor. 7:12

5:33
c Inspiration: vv.

33,38,43; Matt.
8:17. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

d Law (of Moses):
vv. 33,38,43;
Matt. 7:12. (Ex.
19:1; Gal. 3:24,
note)

e Lev. 19:12

f Num. 30:2

g Deut. 23:23

5:34
h James 5:12; cp.

Matt. 26:63;
2 Cor. 2:17;
1 Thess. 2:5

5:35
i Matt. 5:3,19;

6:10
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38“You have heard that it was

csaid, k‘An eye for an deye and a
tooth for a tooth.’

39“But I tell you not to resist an
evil person. But whoever slaps you
on your right cheek, turn the other
to him also.

40“If anyone wants to sue you and
take away your tunic, let him have
your cloak also.

41“And whoever compels you to
go one mile, go with him two.

42 l“Give to him who asks you,
and from him who wants to borrow
from you do not turn away.

Love of enemies enjoined
(Luke 6:27–36)

43“You have mheard that it was
csaid, d‘You shall love your neigh-
bor and hate your enemy.’

44“But I say to you, love your ene-
mies, bless those who curse you,
ndo good to those who hate you,

*5:32 Or fornication

5:26 COINAGE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

In NT times, not only Roman but Greek, Syrian, and Egyptian coins were in common circulation, some of them with
local imitations of varying value. Estimates differ widely as to the proper value of these coins in terms of late twenti-
eth-century American dollars, the variation depending on whether the value of gold, silver, or purchasing power is
made the basis. Moreover, the U.S. dollar value of precious metals varies from day to day.

The most common coin was 
(1) the Roman denarius, a silver coin about two-thirds the size of an American quarter, worth about 16 cents and

representing an ordinary day’s wages for a laborer (Matt. 18:28; 20:2,9,10,13; 22:19; Mark 6:37; 12:15; 14:5; Luke
7:41; 10:35; 20:24; John 6:7; 12:5; Rev. 6:6). 

(2) The Greek equivalent was the drachma, mentioned only in Luke 15:8. Some locally coined drachmas were
worth less. 

(3) The “didrachma,” i.e. a double drachma, cited in Matt. 17:24, was probably coined locally and used for pay-
ment of the temple tax. 

(4) The “pieces of silver” (Matt. 26:15; 27:3,5,6,9) were probably tetradrachmas, i.e. a coin worth four drachmas,
corresponding to the OT shekel (compare Zech. 11:12,13). 

(5) But the coins in Acts 19:19, described as “pieces of silver,” were probably Greek drachmas. 
(6) The stater, a silver coin equivalent to four Greek drachmas or one shekel, and worth about 64 cents, is referred

to in Matt. 17:27. It was the exact amount of the tax for two people, i.e. Christ and Peter. Gold staters, not mentioned
in the Bible, were half the weight of the silver stater. The Roman aureus, a gold coin, is not mentioned in the NT ex-
cept indirectly as “gold” in Matt. 10:9. Many coins were issued of copper or bronze. 

(7) A coin referred to as “copper” (Greek chalkos) in Matt. 10:9 and Mark 6:8, and as “money” in Mark 12:41 was
probably a small Greek or Roman coin worth about one-half cent. 

(8) The “penny” (Greek kodrantes) of Matt. 5:26, transliterated as quadrans in Mark 12:42, was worth about one-
fourth cent. 

(9) Four pennies made one “copper coin” (Greek assarion, Matt. 10:29; Lk 12:6), worth about one cent. And 
(10) the “mite” (Greek lepton), the smallest coin (Mark 12:42; Luke 12:59; 21:2), was one-half a penny and worth

about one-eighth cent.
Sums of money were indicated by “mina” (Greek mna), worth 100 denarii, and by “talents” worth 6,000 denarii.

For coinage (OT), see Ex. 30:13, note.



gogues and on the corners of the
streets, that they may be seen by
men. Assuredly, I say to you, they
have their reward.

6“But you, when you pray, go into
your room, and when you have shut
your door, pray to your Father who
is in the secret place; and your Fa-
ther who sees in secret will freward
you openly.*

7“And when you pray, do not use
gvain repetitions as the heathen do.
For they think that they will be
heard for their many words.

8“Therefore do not be like them.
For your Father hknows the things
you have need of before you ask Him.

Instruction in praying
(cp. Luke 11:1–4, where see note)
9“In this imanner, therefore,

jpray:
kOur Father in heaven,
Hallowed be Your lname.

10 Your mkingdom ncome.
Your will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.

11 Give us this day our odaily
bread.

12 And pforgive us our debts,
As we forgive our debtors.

13 And do not lead us into
qtemptation,

But rdeliver us from the evil
one.

and apray for those who spitefully
use you and persecute you,*

45“that you may be sons of your
Father in heaven; for He bmakes His
sun rise on the evil and on the
good, and sends rain on the just and
on the unjust.

46“For if you love those who love
you, what reward have you? Do not
even the tax collectors do the same?

47“And if you greet your breth-
ren* only, what do you do more
than others? Do not even the tax
collectors* do so?

48“Therefore you shall be perfect,
just as your Father in heaven is per-
fect.

Religious ostentation rebuked

6“TAKE heed that you do not do
your charitable deeds before

men, to be seen by them. Other-
wise you have no creward from
your Father in heaven.

2“Therefore, when you do a char-
itable deed, do not sound a trumpet
before you as the hypocrites do in
the synagogues and in the streets,
that they may have glory from men.
Assuredly, I say to you, they have
their reward.

3“But when you ddo a charitable
deed, do not let your left hand know
what your right hand is doing,

4“that your charitable deed may
be in secret; and your Father who
sees in secret will Himself ereward
you openly.*

5“And when you pray, you shall
not be like the hypocrites. For they
love to pray standing in the syna-

6:7
g Cp. 1 Kin.

18:26,29; Matt.
26:39-44; Luke
18:1-8

6:8
h Rom. 8:26-27

6:9
i Luke 11:1-4;

John 16:24; Eph.
6:18; Jude 20

j Bible prayers
(NT): vv. 9-13;
Matt. 8:2. (Matt.
6:9; Luke 11:2,
note)

k Matt. 5:9,16

l Mal. 1:11

6:10
m Kingdom (NT):

v. 10; Matt.
7:21. (Matt. 2:2;
1 Cor. 15:24,
note)

n See Matt. 3:2,
note

6:11
o Cp. Prov. 30:8-9

6:12
p Forgiveness: v.

12; Matt. 6:14.
(Lev. 4:20; Matt.
26:28, note)

6:13
q Test/Tempt: v.

13; Matt. 16:1.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note)

r John 17:15;
2 Tim. 4:18;
2 Pet. 2:9

5:44
a Cp. Luke 23:34;

Acts 7:60

5:45
b Ps. 65:9-13;

Luke 12:16-17;
Acts 14:17

6:1
c Rewards: v. 1;

Matt. 6:4. (Dan.
12:3; 1 Cor.
3:14, note)

6:3
d Cp. Matt. 8:4;

Rom. 12:8

6:4
e Rewards: v. 4;

Matt. 6:6. (Dan.
12:3; 1 Cor.
3:14, note).
Luke 14:12-14;
Phil. 4:19;
2 Tim. 1:16-18

6:6
f Rewards: v. 6;

Matt. 6:18.
(Dan. 12:3;
1 Cor. 3:14,
note)
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*5:44 NU-Text omits three clauses from this verse,
leaving, “But I say to you, love your enemies and
pray for those who persecute you.” *5:47 M-
Text reads friends. * NU-Text reads Gentiles.
*6:4 NU-Text omits openly. *6:6 NU-Text
omits openly.

5:44 bless. That is, pray for.
5:46 tax collectors. They were Jews employed by the

Roman government.
5:48 perfect. The word implies full development,

growth into maturity of godliness. See Phil. 3:12, note;
compare also 1 John 1:8,10.

6:1 charitable deeds. The expression refers to religious
externalities. Although others may observe these acts, this
fact must not be the motive behind the deeds.

6:9 Verses 9–13 contain what is familiarly known as
The Lord’s Prayer. It is His prayer in that He is its author. It
was intended to be a model prayer for the disciples: “In this
manner, therefore, pray.” See Luke 11:2, note.

6:12 debts. That is, sin. See Rom. 3:23, note. As we
forgive. The problem raised by the conditional nature of
this petition for forgiveness may be explained as follows: In
the fully developed doctrine of Christian salvation there are

two areas of divine forgiveness. The first area is that of the
forgiveness that comes to the sinner at the time of justifica-
tion, and deals with the guilt of his sins in a total sense
(Eph. 1:7). To this forgiveness there is attached but one
condition, that is, to receive it once for all by faith in Christ
(Rom. 4:5–8). The second area of forgiveness covers the re-
lation of the divine Father to those who have become His
children and deals specifically with the matter of fellow-
ship whenever it is broken by sin. To obtain such forgive-
ness we must confess and forsake the sin (1 John 1:9;
compare Ps. 66:18 and Prov. 28:13). The forgiveness men-
tioned here in v. 12 belongs in this second area, because it
occurs in a prayer given to disciples of Christ (5:2) who
could call upon God as their Father (6:9,26). The ultimate
motive for forgiving our debtors is based upon the grace of
God, and appears later in the progress of revelation (Eph.
4:32; Col. 3:13).



For Yours is the kingdom and
the power and the glory
forever. Amen.*

14“For if you forgive men their
trespasses, your heavenly Father
will also aforgive you.

15“But if you do not forgive men
their trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses.

16“Moreover, when you bfast, do
not be like the hypocrites, with a
sad countenance. For they disfigure
their faces that they may appear to
men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say
to you, they have their reward.

17“But you, when you fast, anoint
your head and wash your face,

18“so that you do not appear to
men to be fasting, but to your Fa-
ther who is in the secret place; and
your Father who sees in secret will
creward you openly.*

Treasure in heaven
19“Do not lay up for yourselves

d treasures on earth, where moth
and rust destroy and where thieves
break in and steal;

20“but lay up for yourselves trea-
sures in eheaven, where neither
moth nor rust destroys and where
thieves do not break in and steal.

21“For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.

22“The lamp of the body is the
eye. If therefore your eye is good,
your whole body will be full of light.

23“But if your eye is bad, your
whole body will be full of darkness.
If therefore the light that is in you is
darkness, how great is that dark-
ness!

24“No one can serve f two mas-
ters; for either he will hate the one
and love the other, or else he will
be loyal to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve God and
mammon.

6:25
g v. 31; Luke

12:22-31; Phil.
3:18-19; 4:6-7;
Heb. 13:5-6

6:29
h Cp. 1 Kin. 10

6:32
i v. 8; Phil. 4:19;

cp. Ex. 3:7-8;
Deut. 2:7; Ps.
103:14

6:33
j Righteousness

(garment): v. 33;
Rom. 2:7. (Gen.
3:21; Rev. 19:8,
note)

6:34
k James 4:13,14

7:1
l Rom. 14:4,10,

13; 1 Cor. 4:3-5;
5:12

6:14
a Forgiveness: vv.

14-15; Matt.
9:2. (Lev. 4:20;
Matt. 26:28,
note)

6:16
b Luke 18:12; cp.

Is. 58:3-7

6:18
c Rewards: v. 18;

Matt. 10:41.
(Dan. 12:3;
1 Cor. 3:14,
note)

6:19
d Prov. 23:4;

1 Tim. 6:6-11;
James 5:2

6:20
e Matt. 19:21; cp.

Col. 3:1; 1 Tim.
6:19

6:24
f Luke 16:13; cp.

1 Kin. 18:21;
2 Kin. 17:41;
Gal. 1:10; James
4:4; 1 John
2:15; Rev. 3:15-
16
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The cure for care

25“Therefore I say to you, gdo not
worry about your life, what you will
eat or what you will drink; nor
about your body, what you will put
on. Is not life more than food and
the body more than clothing?

26“Look at the birds of the air, for
they neither sow nor reap nor gath-
er into barns; yet your heavenly Fa-
ther feeds them. Are you not of
more value than they?

27“Which of you by worrying can
add one cubit to his stature?

28“So why do you worry about
clothing? Consider the lilies of the
field, how they grow: they neither
toil nor spin;

29“and yet I say to you that even
hSolomon in all his glory was not ar-
rayed like one of these.

30“Now if God so clothes the
grass of the field, which today is,
and tomorrow is thrown into the
oven, will He not much more clothe
you, O you of little faith?

31“Therefore do not worry, say-
ing, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What
shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we
wear?’

32“For after all these things the
Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Fa-
ther iknows that you need all these
things.

33“But seek first the kingdom of
God and His jrighteousness, and all
these things shall be added to you.

34k“Therefore do not worry about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry
about its own things. Sufficient for
the day is its own trouble.

Unjust criticism forbidden
(Luke 6:37–42)

7 l“JUDGE not, that you be not
judged.

*6:13 NU-Text omits For Yours through Amen.
*6:18 NU-Text and M-Text omit openly.

6:13 For Yours . . . Amen. This doxology does not ap-
pear in the oldest Greek manuscripts, and, in those which
do include it, there are variations. The account by Luke
omits it altogether (Luke 11:2–4). Many eminent textual au-
thorities believe that it was added by later hands, perhaps
to make the prayer more suitable for public worship. The
doxology, however, is biblical, for its main ideas seem
clearly to parallel a prayer of David recorded in 1 Chr.
29:11—”Yours, O LORD, is . . . the power and the glory . . .

[and] the kingdom.” Moreover, the majority of Greek man-
uscripts do contain the doxology.

6:23 bad. That is, defective.
6:27 cubit. See Weights and Measures (NT), Acts

27:28, note.

Solomon: peaceable. The son of David and Bathsheba
who became king after his father’s death. He was
known for his wealth and his wisdom.



10“Or if he asks for a fish, will he
give him a serpent?

11“If you then, being evil, know
how to give ggood gifts to your chil-
dren, how much more will your Fa-
ther who is in heaven give good
things to those who ask Him!

The golden rule
(Luke 6:31; cp. Eph. 4:32)

12“Therefore, whatever you want
men to do to you, do also to them,
for this is the hLaw and the iProph-
ets.

Two ways contrasted (cp. Ps. 1)
13“Enter by the jnarrow gate; for

wide is the gate and broad is the
way that leads to destruction, and
there are many who go in by it.

14“Because* narrow is the gate
and difficult is the way which leads
to klife, and there are few who find
it.

False and true teachers
(Luke 6:43–45)

15“Beware of l false prophets,
who come to you in sheep’s cloth-
ing, but inwardly they are ravenous
wolves.

16“You will know them by their
fruits. Do men gather grapes from
thornbushes or mfigs from thistles?

17“Even so, every good tree bears
good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad
fruit.

18“A good tree cannot bear bad
fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good
fruit.

19“Every tree that does not bear
good fruit is ncut down and thrown
into the fire.

20“Therefore by their fruits you
will know them.

False profession (Luke 6:46)
21“Not everyone who osays to

Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the
pkingdom of heaven, but he who
qdoes the will of My Father in heav-
en.

22“Many will say to Me in that
day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not proph-
esied in Your name, cast out
demons in Your name, and done
many wonders in Your name?’

2“For with what judgment you
judge, you will be judged; and with
the ameasure you use, it will be
measured back to you.

3“And why do you look at the
bspeck in your brother’s eye, but do
not consider the plank in your own
eye?

4“Or how can you say to your
brother, ‘Let me remove the speck
from your eye’; and look, a plank is
in your own eye?

5“Hypocrite! First remove the
plank from your own eye, and then
you will see clearly to remove the
speck from your brother’s eye.

6“Do not give what is choly to the
ddogs; nor cast your pearls before
swine, lest they trample them un-
der their efeet, and turn and tear
you in pieces.

Encouragement to pray
(see Luke 11:2, note)

7“Ask, and it will be fgiven to
you; seek, and you will find; knock,
and it will be opened to you.

8“For everyone who asks receives,
and he who seeks finds, and to him
who knocks it will be opened.

9“Or what man is there among
you who, if his son asks for bread,
will give him a stone?

7:11
g Ps. 84:11; Is.

63:7; Rom.
8:32; James
1:17; 1 John 3:1

7:12
h Law (of Moses):

v. 12; Matt. 8:4.
(Ex. 19:1; Gal.
3:24, note)

i See Luke 2:25,
note

7:13
j Mark 10:23-27;

Luke 13:24;
John 10:7,9

7:14
k Life (eternal): v.

14; Matt. 18:8.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

7:15
l Jer. 23:16; Ezek.

22:28; Mark
13:22; Luke
6:26; 2 Pet. 2:1;
1 John 4:1; cp.
Deut. 13:1-5;
Rev. 13:11-17;
19:20

7:16
m James 3:12

7:19
n Matt. 3:10; Luke

13:6-9; John
15:2,6; cp. Matt.
25:41-46

7:21
o Luke 13:25; cp.

Is. 29:13; 2 Tim.
3:5; Titus 1:16

p Kingdom (NT):
vv. 21-23; Matt.
8:11. (Matt. 2:2;
1 Cor. 15:24,
note). See Matt.
3:2, note

q Rom. 2:13;
James 1:22-25

7:2
a Mark 4:24-25;

2 Cor. 9:6

7:3
b Rom. 2:1; cp.

1 Cor. 10:12;
Gal. 6:1

7:6
c Sanctification

(NT): v. 6; Matt.
23:17. (Matt.
4:5; Rev. 22:11,
note)

d Cp. Matt. 15:26

e Cp. Heb. 10:29

7:7
f Matt. 21:22;

Mark 11:24;
Luke 11:9-13;
18:1-8; John
15:7; James 1:5;
1 John 3:22

1312 MATTHEW 7:2–22

*7:14 NU-Text and M-Text read How . . . !

6:33 THE MEANING OF 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD

The expression, “the kingdom of God” (Matt. 12:28), al-
though used in many cases as synonymous with the
kingdom of heaven, is to be distinguished from it in
some instances (see Matt. 3:2, note): (1) The kingdom of
God is at times viewed as everlasting and universal,
that is, the rule of the sovereign God over all creatures
and things (Ps. 103:19; Dan. 4:3). In this sense the king-
dom of God includes the kingdom of heaven. (2) The
kingdom of God is also used to designate the sphere of
salvation entered only by the new birth (John 3:5–7) in
contrast with the kingdom of heaven as the sphere of
profession which may be real or false (see Matt. 13:3,
note; 25:1,11–12). And (3) since the kingdom of heav-
en is in the earthly sphere of the universal kingdom of
God, the two have many things in common and in
some contexts the terms are interchangeable.

Like the kingdom of heaven, the kingdom of God is
realized in the rule of God in the present age and will
also be fulfilled in the future millennial kingdom. It con-
tinues forever in the eternal state (compare Dan. 4:3).



23“And then I will declare to
them, ‘I never knew you; adepart
from Me, you who bpractice law-
lessness!’

Parable of two builders
and two foundations (Luke 6:47–49)

24“Therefore whoever hears
these sayings of Mine, and does
them, I will c liken him to a wise
man who built his house on the
drock:

25“and the rain descended, the
floods came, and the winds blew
and beat on that house; and it did
not fall, for it was founded on the
rock.

26“But everyone who hears these
sayings of Mine, and does not do
them, will be like a foolish man
who built his house on the sand:

27“and the rain descended, the
floods came, and the winds blew

7:28
e Matt. 13:54;

Mark 1:22; Luke
4:32

8:2
f Lev. 13:1-46;

cp. Num. 12:10-
15; 2 Kin. 5:1-
14,20-27; 15:5;
2 Chr. 26:16-19;
see Ex. 4:6 and
Lev. 13:2, notes

g Matt. 2:11;
9:18; 15:25;
John 9:38

h Bible prayers
(NT): v. 2; Matt.
8:25. (Matt. 6:9;
Luke 11:2, note)

7:23
a Judgments (the

seven): v. 23;
Matt. 13:40.
(2 Sam. 7:14;
Rev. 20:12,
note)

b See Rom. 3:23,
note

7:24
c Parables (NT):

vv. 24-27; Matt.
9:16. (Matt.
5:13; Luke
21:29, note)

d Christ (Rock):
vv. 24-25; Matt.
16:18. (Gen.
49:24; 1 Pet.
2:8, note)

MATTHEW 7:23—8:2 1313
and beat on that house; and it fell.
And great was its fall.”

Effect of sermon on hearers
28And so it was, when Jesus had

ended these sayings, that the peo-
ple were astonished at His eteach-
ing,

29for He taught them as one hav-
ing authority, and not as the scribes.

III. The Authority of the King
Manifested and Rejected, 8—12

Jesus cleanses a leper
(Mark 1:40–45; Luke 5:12–14)

8WHEN He had come down from
the mountain, great multitudes

followed Him.
2And behold, a f leper came and

gworshiped Him, hsaying, “Lord, if
You are willing, You can make me
clean.”

8:2 In chs. 5—7 the King declares the principles of the
kingdom; in chs. 8—9 He gives proof of His power to
banish from the earth the consequences of sin and to con-
trol the elements of nature. Lord. Greek Kurios. This is
the first occurrence of the word, as applied to Jesus, with
His evident sanction. In itself the word means master, and

is so used of human relationships in, e.g. Matt. 6:24;
15:27; Mark 13:35; Eph. 6:9. But the general use of the
word in the NT is as a divine title (over 650 times), trans-
lated either “Lord” or “Master.” Both uses, divine and hu-
man, are brought together in Eph. 6:9 and Col. 4:1. It is
the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew Adonai (see Gen.

7:22 THE REALITY OF DEMONS

The Greek daimonia means “demons,” never “devils.” There is only one devil (Greek diabolos), that is, Satan.
To the reality and personality of demons the NT Scriptures bear abundant testimony. As to their origin, nothing is

clearly revealed, but they are not to be confused with the angels mentioned in 2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 6. Summary: 
(1) Demons are spirits (Matt. 12:43,45), Satan’s emissaries (Matt. 12:26–27), and so numerous as to make Satan’s

power practically ubiquitous (Mark 5:9). 
(2) They are capable of entering and controlling both men and animals (Mark 5:2–5,11–13), and earnestly seek em-

bodiment, without which, apparently, they are powerless for evil (Matt. 12:43–44; Mark 5:10–12). 
(3) Demon influence and demon possession are discriminated in the NT. Instances of the latter are Matt. 4:24;

8:16,28,33; 9:32; 12:22; Mark 1:32; 5:15–16,18; Luke 8:36; Acts 8:7; 16:16. 
(4) Demons are unclean, sullen, violent and malicious (Matt. 8:28; 9:33; 10:1; 12:43; Mark 1:23; 5:3–5; 9:17,20;

Luke 6:18; 9:39). 
(5) They know Jesus Christ as Most High God and recognize His supreme authority (Matt. 8:31–32; Mark 1:23–24;

Acts 19:15; James 2:19). 
(6) They know their eternal fate to be one of torment (Matt. 8:29; Luke 8:31). 
(7) They inflict physical maladies (Matt. 12:22; 17:15–18; Luke 13:16). However, mental disease is to be distin-

guished from the disorder of mind due to demonic control. 
(8) Demon influence may manifest itself in religious asceticism (1 Tim. 4:1–3), degenerating into uncleanness. 
(9) The sign of demon influence in religion is departure from the faith, that is, the body of revealed truth in the Scrip-

tures (1 Tim. 4:1).
(10) The demons maintain a conflict with Christians who would be spiritual (Eph. 6:12; 1 Tim. 4:1–3). The Chris-

tian’s resources are prayer and bodily control (Matt. 17:21), “the whole armor of God” (Eph. 6:13–18). 
(11) All unbelievers are open to demon possession (Eph. 2:2). 
(12) Exorcism in the name of Jesus Christ (Acts 16:18) was practiced for demon possession. And 
(13) one of the awful features of the apocalyptic judgments in which this age will end is an emergence of demons

out of the bottomless pit (Rev. 9:1–11,20).



you.” And his servant was nhealed
that same hour.

Peter’s mother-in-law healed
(Mark 1:29–34; Luke 4:38–41)

14Now when Jesus had come into
Peter’s house, He saw his wife’s
mother lying sick with a fever.

15So He otouched her hand, and
the pfever qleft her. And she arose
and rserved them.*

16When evening had come, they
brought to Him many who were
sdemon-possessed. And He tcast out
the spirits with a word, and healed
all who were sick,

17that it might be fulfilled which
was uspoken by Isaiah the prophet,
saying:

“He Himself vtook our infirmities
And bore our sicknesses.”

Discipleship tested (Luke 9:57–62)
18And when Jesus saw great mul-

titudes about Him, He gave a com-
mand to depart to the other side.

19Then a certain scribe came and
said to Him, “Teacher, I will follow
You wherever You wgo.”

20And Jesus xsaid to him, “Foxes
have holes and birds of the air have
nests, but the Son of Man has
nowhere to lay His head.”

21Then another of His disciples
said to Him, “Lord, let me first go
and bury my yfather.”

22But Jesus said to him, “Follow
Me, and let the zdead bury their
own dead.”

Jesus stills winds and waves
(Mark 4:36–41; Luke 8:22–25)

23Now when He got into a boat,
His disciples followed Him.

24And suddenly a great tempest
arose on the sea, so that the boat

3Then Jesus put out His hand and
touched him, saying, “I am willing;
be cleansed.” Immediately his lep-
rosy awas bcleansed.

4And Jesus said to him, “See that
you tell no one; but go your way,
show yourself to the priest, and of-
fer the cgift that dMoses ecommand-
ed, as a testimony to them.”

Jesus heals a centurion’s servant
(Luke 7:1–10)

5Now when Jesus had entered
Capernaum, a fcenturion came to
Him, pleading with Him,

6saying, “Lord, my servant is ly-
ing at home paralyzed, dreadfully
tormented.”

7And Jesus said to him, “I will
come and heal him.”

8The centurion answered and
said, “Lord, I am not worthy that
You should come under my roof.
But only speak a word, and my ser-
vant will be healed.

9“For I also am a man under gau-
thority, having soldiers under me.
And I say to this one, ‘Go,’ and he
goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and
he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do
this,’ and he does it.”

10When Jesus heard it, He hmar-
veled, and said to those who fol-
lowed, “Assuredly, I say to you, I
have not found such great ifaith, not
even in Israel!

11“And I say to you that many
will come from east and west, and
sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob in the jkingdom of heaven.

12“But the sons of the kingdom
will be cast out into outer darkness.
There will be weeping and gnashing
of kteeth.”

13Then Jesus said to the centuri-
on, “Go your way; and las you have
mbelieved, so let it be done for

8:13
n Miracles (NT):

vv. 5-17; Matt.
8:15. (Matt. 8:3;
Acts 28:8, note)

8:15
o Cp. v. 3

p Cp. John 4:52

q Miracles (NT):
vv. 5-17; Matt.
8:26. (Matt. 8:3;
Acts 28:8, note)

r Cp. Luke 8:2-3

8:16
s See Matt. 7:22,

note

t See Mark 3:15,
note

8:17
u Inspiration: v.

17; Matt. 10:14.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note). Is.
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1:22-23
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8:21
y Cp. 1 Kin. 19:20
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v. 22; Luke
9:60. (Gen.
2:17; Eph. 2:5,
note)

8:3
a Matt. 11:5; Luke

4:27

b Miracles (NT):
vv. 2-3; Matt.
8:13. (Matt. 8:3;
Acts 28:8, note)

8:4
c Lev. 14:4-32;

Deut. 24:8;
Mark 1:44; Luke
5:14; cp. Matt.
5:17 with Rom.
3:21

d Law (of Moses):
v. 4; Matt.
11:13. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

e Lev. 14:4-32;
Deut. 24:8.
Contrast Rom.
3:21 with Matt.
5:17

8:5
f Matt. 27:54;

Acts 10:1; see
Acts 27:1, note

8:9
g Cp. Mark 1:27;

Luke 9:1

8:10
h Cp. Matt. 15:21-

28

i Faith: v. 10;
Matt. 8:13.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

8:11
j Kingdom (NT):

vv. 11-12; Matt.
9:35. (Matt. 2:2;
1 Cor. 15:24,
note)

8:12
k Luke 13:28

8:13
l Cp. Matt.

9:22,29; Luke
7:50; 8:48,50

m Faith: v. 13;
Matt. 9:2. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

1314 MATTHEW 8:3–24

*8:15 NU-Text and M-Text read Him.

15:2, note), but it is also used in the NT to translate the
Hebrew Jehovah (LORD; see Ex. 34:6, note), e.g. Matt.
1:20,22; 2:15; 3:3; 4:7,10; 11:25; 21:9; Mark 12:29–30;
Luke 1:68; 2:9. Both of these OT titles of Deity are ren-
dered by Kurios in one sentence (Matt. 22:44). Our Lord
used it of His Father (Matt. 4:7,10; etc.). But the most fre-
quent use of Kurios is as a divine title of Jesus. That the in-
tent is to identify Jesus Christ with the OT Deity is evident
from Matt. 3:3; 12:8; 21:9 (Ps. 118:26); 22:43–45 (Ps.

110); Luke 1:43; John 14:8–10; 20:28; Acts 9:5 (Ps. 2).
See John 20:28, note.

8:5 centurion. In the Roman army a centurion was a
captain over one hundred men.

Peter: rock. One of the twelve disciples of Jesus. He
believed Jesus was the Messiah, but denied even
knowing Christ the night of His arrest. Later he be-
came a major leader in the early Christian church.



was covered with the waves. But
He was asleep.

25Then His disciples came to Him
and awoke Him, asaying, “Lord,
save us! We are perishing!”

26But He said to them, b“Why are
you fearful, O you of clittle faith?”
Then He arose and rebuked the
winds and the sea, and there was a
great dcalm.

27So the men marveled, saying,
“Who can this be, that even the
winds and the sea obey Him?”

Jesus casts out demons at Gergesa
(Mark 5:1–21; Luke 8:26–40)

28When He had come to the oth-
er side, to the country of the Gerge-
senes,* there met Him two edemon-
possessed men, coming out of the
tombs, exceedingly fierce, so that
no one could pass that way.

29And suddenly they cried out,
saying, f“What have we to do with
You, Jesus, You Son of God? Have
You come here to gtorment us be-
fore the htime?”

30Now a good way off from them
there was a herd of many swine
feeding.
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9:7. (Matt. 8:3;
Acts 28:8, note).
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note
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note
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note
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(Lev. 4:20; Matt.
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note
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9:22. (Matt. 8:3;
Acts 28:8, note)
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Acts 28:8, note).
Cp. Ps. 107:23-
25

8:28
e See Matt. 7:22,

note
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Acts 24:25;
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MATTHEW 8:25—9:8 1315
31So the idemons begged Him,

saying, “If You cast us out, permit
us to go away* into the jherd of
swine.”

32And He said to them, “Go.” So
when they had kcome out, they
went into the herd of swine. And
suddenly the whole herd of swine
ran violently down the steep place
into the sea, and perished in the
water.

33Then those who kept them fled;
and they went away into the city
and told everything, including what
had happened to the ldemon-pos-
sessed men.

34And behold, the whole city
came out to meet Jesus. And when
they saw Him, they begged Him to
mdepart from their region.

Paralytic man healed
(Mark 2:3–12; Luke 5:18–26)

9SO He got into a boat, crossed
over, and came to His nown city.

2Then behold, they brought to
Him a paralytic lying on a bed.
When Jesus saw their o faith, He
said to the paralytic, “Son, be of
good cheer; your sins are pforgiven
you.”

3And at once some of the qscribes
said within themselves, “This Man
rblasphemes!”

4But Jesus, knowing their
thoughts, said, “Why do you think
evil in your hearts?

5“For which is easier, to ssay,
‘Your tsins are uforgiven you,’ or to
say, ‘Arise and walk’?

6“But that you may vknow that
the wSon of Man has power on
earth to x forgive ysins”—then He
said to the paralytic, “Arise, take up
your bed, and go to your house.”

7And he zarose and departed to
his house.

8Now when the multitudes saw
it, they aamarveled* and glorified
God, who had given such power to
men.
*8:28 NU-Text reads Gadarenes. *8:31 NU-
Text reads send us. *9:8 NU-Text reads were
afraid.

9:6 power. Or authority. John 3:35; 5:27; cp. Acts
4:7–12.

8:20 THE MEANING OF 
THE SON OF MAN

The name “Son of Man” is based on the great Messian-
ic passage in Dan. 7:13. Compare Matt. 16:28; 19:28;
25:31; 26:64; Mark 14:62; Luke 22:69. Our Lord uses
this term about eighty times to refer to Himself. It is His
name as the representative Man, in the sense of 1 Cor.
15:45–47, as Son of David is distinctively His Jewish
name, and Son of God His divine name. Our Lord con-
stantly uses this term as implying that His mission (e.g.
Matt. 11:19; Luke 19:10), His death and resurrection
(e.g. Matt. 12:40; 20:18; 26:2), and His second coming
(e.g. Matt. 24:37–44; Luke 12:40) transcend in scope
and result all merely Jewish limitations. 

When Nathanael confesses Him as “King of Israel,”
our Lord’s answer is, “You will see greater things . . .
the angels of God ascending and descending upon the
Son of Man” (John 1:50–51). When His messengers are
cast out by the Jews, His thought leaps forward to the
time when the Son of Man comes again to the human
race (compare Matt. 10:5–6 with v. 23). It is in this
name also that universal judgment is committed to Him
(John 5:22,27). It is also a name indicating that in Him
is fulfilled the OT foreview of blessing through a com-
ing Man (see Gen. 1:26, note; 3:15; 12:3; Ps. 8:4;
80:17; Is. 7:14; 9:6–7; 32:2).



Two miracles of healing
(Mark 5:21–43; Luke 8:40–56)

18While He spoke these things to
them, behold, a ruler came and wor-
shiped Him, nsaying, “My daughter
has just died, but come and lay Your
hand on her and she will live.”

19So Jesus arose and followed
him, and so did His odisciples.

20And suddenly, a woman who
had a p flow of blood for twelve
years came from behind and
qtouched the hem of His rgarment.

21For she ssaid to herself, “If only
I may touch His garment, I shall be
made twell.”

22But Jesus turned around, and
when He saw her He said, “Be of
good cheer, daughter; your u faith
has vmade you wwell.” And the
woman was made well from that
hour.

23When Jesus came into the
ruler’s house, and saw the flute
players and the noisy crowd wail-
ing,

24He said to them, “Make room,
for the girl is not dead, but sleep-
ing.” And they ridiculed Him.

25But when the crowd was put
outside, He went in and xtook her
by the hand, and the girl yarose.

26And the zreport of this went out
into all that land.

Two blind men
and a demoniac healed

27When Jesus departed from
there, aa two blind men followed
Him, crying out and bbsaying,
cc“Son of David, have mercy on us!”

28And when He had come into
the house, the blind men came to
Him. And Jesus said to them, “Do
you believe that I am able to do
this?” They said to Him, “Yes,
Lord.”

29Then He touched their eyes,
saying, “According to your dd faith
let it be to you.”

30And their eyes were eeopened.
And Jesus sternly warned them, say-
ing, “See that no one knows it.”

31But when they had departed,
they spread the ffnews about Him in
all that country.

Call of Matthew (Levi)
(Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27–29)

9As Jesus passed on from there,
He saw a man named Matthew sit-
ting at the tax office. And He said to
him, a“Follow Me.” So he arose and
followed Him.

Jesus answers the Pharisees
(Mark 2:15–20; Luke 5:29–35)

10Now it happened, as Jesus sat at
the table in the house, that behold,
many tax collectors and sinners
came and sat down with Him and
His disciples.

11And when the bPharisees saw
it, they csaid to His disciples, “Why
does your Teacher eat with tax col-
lectors and dsinners?”

12When Jesus heard that, He said
to them, “Those who are ewell have
no need of a physician, but those
who are sick.

13“But go and learn what this
means: f ‘I desire mercy and not
sacrifice.’ For I did not come to call
the grighteous, but hsinners, to ire-
pentance.” *

14Then the disciples of John came
to Him, saying, “Why do we and
the jPharisees fast koften,* but Your
disciples do not fast?”

15And Jesus said to them, “Can
the friends of the bridegroom
mourn as long as the bridegroom is
with them? But the days will come
when the bridegroom will be taken
away from them, and then they will
fast.

Parable of the cloth and wineskins
(Mark 2:21–22; Luke 5:36–39)

16“No one puts a piece of un-
shrunk lcloth on an old garment;
for the patch pulls away from the
garment, and the tear is made
worse.

17“Nor do they put new wine into
old wineskins, or else the wineskins
break, the wine is spilled, and the
wineskins are ruined. But they put
new wine into new wineskins, and
both are mpreserved.”
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1316 MATTHEW 9:9–31

*9:13 NU-Text omits to repentance.
*9:14 NU-Text brackets often as disputed.

Pharisees: the separated. An influential religious
group that followed a strict observance of the Law and
the Jewish ceremonies.



32As they went out, behold, they
brought to Him a man, mute and
ademon-possessed.

33And when the demon bwas cast
out, the mute spoke. And the multi-
tudes marveled, saying, “It was nev-
er seen like this in Israel!”

34But the cPharisees said, “He
casts out ddemons by the ruler of
the demons.”

35Then Jesus went about all the
cities and villages, teaching in their
synagogues, preaching the egospel
of the fkingdom, and healing every
sickness and every disease among
the gpeople.*

Jesus’ compassion
for the multitudes (Mark 6:5–6)

36But when He saw the multi-
tudes, He was moved with compas-
sion for them, because they were
weary* and scattered, like sheep
having no shepherd.

37Then He said to His disciples,
“The harvest truly is plentiful, but
the laborers are few.

38“Therefore pray the Lord of the
harvest to hsend out laborers into
His harvest.”
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note
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note
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MATTHEW 9:32—10:5 1317
The twelve apostles sent forth
(Mark 6:7–13; Luke 9:1–6)

10AND when He had called
His twelve disciples to Him,

He gave them ipower over unclean
spirits, to cast them out, and to heal
all kinds of sickness and all kinds of
disease.

2Now the names of the twelve
apostles are these: first, Simon, who
is called Peter, and Andrew his
brother; jJames the son of Zebedee,
and John his brother;

3Philip and Bartholomew; Thom-
as and Matthew the tax collector;
James the son of Alphaeus, and Leb-
baeus, whose surname was* Thad-
daeus;

4Simon the Cananite,* and Judas
Iscariot, who also betrayed Him.

5These twelve Jesus sent out and
commanded them, saying: “Do not
go into the way of the Gentiles, and
do not enter a city of the Samari-
tans.
*9:35 NU-Text omits among the people.
*9:36 NU-Text and M-Text read harassed.
*10:3 NU-Text omits Lebbaeus, whose surname
was. *10:4 NU-Text reads Cananaean.

10:2 THE MEANING OF APOSTLE

The word “apostle” (Greek apostolos) means a messenger, one sent forth with orders. It is used concerning our Lord
Himself (Heb. 3:1). Elsewhere it is used of the twelve, who were called to that office by our Lord during His earthly
ministry; of Paul, called to the apostleship by the risen and ascended Lord; of Barnabas (Acts 14:14), specially desig-
nated by the Holy Spirit (Acts 13:2); and of Matthias, chosen by lot to take the place of Judas Iscariot (Acts 1:15–26).
Although Matthias is never actually referred to as an apostle, it is said of him: “And he was numbered with the eleven
apostles.”

The “signs of an apostle” were:
(1) They were chosen directly by the Lord Himself or, as in the case of Barnabas, by the Holy Spirit (Matt. 10:1–2;

Mark 3:13–14; Luke 6:13; Acts 9:6,15; 13:2; 22:10,14–15; Rom. 1:1). 
(2) They were endued with sign-gifts, miraculous powers which were the divine credentials of their office (Matt.

10:1; Acts 5:15–16; 16:16–18; 28:8–9). 
(3) Their relation to the kingdom was that of heralds, announcing, to Israel only (Matt. 10:5–6), the kingdom as at

hand (see Matt. 4:17, note), and manifesting kingdom powers (Matt. 10:7–8). 
(4) Our Lord delegated, first to Peter (Matt. 16:19) and then to the remainder of the apostolate (Matt. 18:18; John

20:21–23) on behalf of all Christians, the authority to deal with men’s sins through the Gospel, under the figure of “the
keys of the kingdom.” 

(5) The apostles’ future relation to the kingdom will be that of judges over the twelve tribes (Matt. 19:28).
(6) Consequent upon the rejection of the kingdom and the revelation of the mystery hidden in God (Matt. 16:18;

Eph. 3:1–12), the Church, the apostolic office was invested with a new endowment, the baptism with the Holy Spirit
(Acts 2:1–4); a new power, that of imparting the Spirit to Jewish believers in Christ; a new relation, that of foundation
stones of the new temple (Eph. 2:20–22); and a new function, that of preaching the glad tidings of salvation, through
the crucified and risen Lord, to Jew and Gentile alike. And 

(7) it is implied that an apostle was one who was an eyewitness of the resurrection of Christ (Acts 1:22; 1 Cor. 9:1),
that is, he must have seen the risen Lord. There is no NT record that Barnabas, called an apostle in Acts 14:14, saw Christ
after His resurrection, but if such a qualification was implicit in apostleship, he must have been such an eyewitness.



18“You will be brought before
governors and kings for My sake, as
a testimony to them and to the Gen-
tiles.

19“But when they deliver you up,
odo not worry about how or what
you should speak. For it will pbe giv-
en to you in that hour what you
should speak;

20“for it is not you who speak, but
the qSpirit of your Father who
speaks in you.

21“Now brother will deliver up
brother to death, and a father his
child; and children will rise up
against parents and cause them to
be put to death.

22“And you will be hated by all
for My name’s sake. But he who
rendures to the end will be saved.

23“When they persecute you in
this city, flee to another. For as-
suredly, I say to you, you will not
have sgone through the cities of Is-
rael before the tSon of Man ucomes.

The cost and compensations
of discipleship

24“A disciple is not above his
teacher, nor a servant above his
master.

25“It is enough for a disciple that
he be like his teacher, and a servant
like his master. If they have vcalled
the master of the house Beelzebub,*
how much more will they call those
of his household!

26“Therefore do not fear them.
For there is wnothing covered that

6“But go rather to the lost sheep
of the house of Israel.

7“And as you go, apreach, saying,
‘The bkingdom of heaven is cat
hand.’

8“Heal the sick, cleanse the lep-
ers, draise the dead,* cast out
edemons. Freely you have received,
freely give.

9“Provide neither fgold nor fsilver
nor copper in your money belts,

10“nor bag for your journey, nor
two tunics, nor sandals, nor staffs;
for a gworker is worthy of his food.

11“Now whatever city or town
you enter, inquire who in it is wor-
thy, and stay there till you go out.

12“And when you go into a
household, greet it.

13“If the household is worthy, let
your peace come upon it. But if it is
not worthy, let your peace return to
you.

14“And whoever will not receive
you nor hear your hwords, when
you depart from that house or city,
ishake off the dust from your feet.

15“Assuredly, I say to you, it will
be more jtolerable for the land of
Sodom and Gomorrah in the kday of
judgment than for that city!

The Gospel of the kingdom
to be proclaimed

before Christ’s return (vv. 7,23)
16“Behold, I send you out as

lsheep in the midst of wolves.
Therefore be wise as mserpents and
harmless as ndoves.

17“But beware of men, for they
will deliver you up to councils and
scourge you in their synagogues.
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1318 MATTHEW 10:6–26

*10:8 NU-Text reads raise the dead, cleanse the
lepers; M-Text omits raise the dead.
*10:25 NU-Text and M-Text read Beelzebul

10:5–15 The instructions for this mission differ from the
Great Commission given just before our Lord’s ascension.
(1) Here the mission is to Israel only, avoiding Gentiles and
Samaritans, whereas the Great Commission sends the dis-
ciples “into all the world” (Matt. 28:16–20; Mark
16:15–18; Luke 24:46–48; Acts 1:8). And (2) here the
twelve, being heralds of Israel’s King, are to depend upon
the hospitality of each village that they enter (vv. 9–14),
whereas at the end of His ministry Christ commands those
who are to preach the Gospel in His absence to do the op-
posite (Luke 22:35–36). See also the practice implied in
3 John 7.

10:6 lost. Greek apollumi. Jer. 50:6; see John 3:16,
note.

10:16 The scope of vv. 16–23 reaches beyond the per-
sonal ministry of the twelve. They cover not only the

sphere of service in a general sense during this age, but the
words of v. 23 make it apparent that they have in view par-
ticularly the preaching of the remnant (Is. 1:9; see Rom.
11:5, note) in the tribulation (Ps. 2:5; see Rev. 7:14, note),
and immediately preceding the return of Christ in glory
(see Deut. 30:3, note; Acts 1:11, note). The remnant then
will not have gone over the cities of Israel until the Lord
comes.

10:22 saved. The word “saved” is used here, not in the
sense of the salvation of the soul but of deliverance out of
persecution.

10:25 Beelzebub. Title of a heathen deity. Matt. 9:34;
12:24; Mark 3:22; Luke 11:15.

Beelzebub: lord of flies. The name of the prince of the
demons.



will not be revealed, and hidden
that will not be known.

27“Whatever I tell you in the
dark, aspeak in the light; and what
you hear in the ear, preach on the
housetops.

28“And do not fear those who kill
the body but cannot kill the soul.
But rather fear Him who is able to
destroy both soul and body in bhell.

29“Are not two csparrows sold for
a dcopper coin? And not one of
them falls to the ground apart from
your Father’s will.

30“But the very ehairs of your
head are all numbered.

31“Do not fear therefore; you are
of more value than many sparrows.

32“Therefore whoever fconfesses
Me before men, him I will also con-
fess before My Father who is in
heaven.

33“But whoever denies Me before
men, him I will also gdeny before
My Father who is in heaven.

34“Do not think that I came to
bring peace on earth. I did not come
to bring peace but a sword.

35“For I have come to ‘set a man
hagainst his father, a daughter
against her mother, and a daughter-
in-law against her mother-in-law’;

36“and ‘a man’s enemies will be
those of his own household.’

37“He who loves father or mother
more than Me is not worthy of Me.
And he who loves son or daughter
more than Me is not iworthy of Me.

38“And he who does not take his
cross and follow after Me is not
worthy of Me.

39“He who finds his life will lose
it, and he who loses his life for My
sake will find it.

40 j“He who receives you receives
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MATTHEW 10:27—11:8 1319
Me, and he who receives Me re-
ceives Him who sent Me.

41“He who receives a prophet in
the name of a prophet shall receive
a prophet’s kreward. And he who
receives a lrighteous man in the
name of a righteous man shall re-
ceive a righteous man’s reward.

42“And whoever mgives one of
these little ones only a cup of cold
water in the name of a disciple, as-
suredly, I say to you, he shall by no
means lose his nreward.”

Jesus eulogizes John the Baptist
(Luke 7:18–35)

11NOW it came to pass, when
Jesus finished commanding

His twelve disciples, that He depart-
ed from there to o teach and to
preach in their cities.

2And when p John had heard in
prison about the works of Christ, he
sent two of * his disciples

3and said to Him, “Are You the
qComing One, or do we look for an-
other?”

4Jesus answered and said to
them, “Go and tell John the things
which you hear and see:

5“The rblind ssee and the lame
walk; the lepers are cleansed and
the deaf hear; the dead are raised up
and the poor have the tgospel
upreached to them.

6“And blessed is he who is not
voffended because of Me.”

7As they departed, Jesus began to
say to the multitudes concerning
John: “What did you go out into the
wilderness to see? A reed shaken by
the wind?

8“But what did you go out to see?
A man clothed in soft garments? In-
*11:2 NU-Text reads by for two of.

10:28 fear Him. The reference is not to Satan, as many
suppose, but to God who alone has power to “destroy both
soul and body in hell.” hell. Greek geenna. See Matt.
5:22, note.

10:34 peace. Compare John 14:27. Four references to
peace may be mentioned: 

(1) “Peace with God” (Rom. 5:1); this peace is the work
of Christ into which the individual enters by faith (Eph.
2:14–17; Rom. 5:1). 

(2) “Peace from God” (Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:3, etc.), which is
to be found in the salutation of all the epistles bearing Paul’s
name, and which emphasizes the source of all true peace. 

(3) “Peace of God” (Phil. 4:7), inward peace, the state of
the soul of the Christian who, having entered into peace
with God, has committed all his anxieties to God through
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving (Luke 7:50; Phil.
4:6–7); this phrase emphasizes the quality or the nature of
the peace granted. And 

(4) peace on earth (Ps. 72:7; 85:10; Is. 9:6–7; 11:1–12),
universal peace on the earth during the millennium.

11:2 John is in prison, the King is rejected, and John’s
faith wavers. So the Lord encourages and exhorts His ser-
vant (vv. 4–6). Compare John 15:20.



nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has
a jdemon.’

19“The kSon of Man came leating
and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a
glutton and a winebibber, a friend of
tax collectors and msinners!’ But wis-
dom is justified by her children.”*

Jesus denounces the indifferent
20Then He began to rebuke the

ncities in which most of His mighty
works had been done, because they
did not orepent:

21“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to
you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty
works which were done in you had
been done in Tyre and Sidon, they
would have repented long ago in
sackcloth and ashes.

22“But I say to you, it will be
more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in
the pday of judgment than for you.

23“And you, Capernaum, who are
exalted to heaven, will be* brought
down to qHades; for if the mighty
works which were done in you had
been done in rSodom, it would have
remained until this day.

24“But I say to you that it shall be
more tolerable for the land of Sod-
om in the day of judgment than for
you.”

The new message: personal discipleship
25At that time Jesus answered

and ssaid, “I thank You, Father, Lord
of heaven and earth, that You have
thidden these things from the wise

deed, those who wear soft clothing
are in kings’ houses.

9“But what did you go out to see?
A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and
more than a prophet.

10“For this is he of whom it is
awritten:

‘Behold, I send My messenger
before Your face,

Who will prepare Your way
before You.’

11“Assuredly, I say to you, among
those born of women there has not
risen one greater than John the Bap-
tist; but he who is b least in the
ckingdom of heaven is greater than
he.

12“And from the days of John the
Baptist until now the dkingdom of
heaven esuffers violence, and the vi-
olent take it by force.

13“For all the prophets and the
flaw gprophesied until John.

14“And if you are willing to re-
ceive it, hhe is iElijah who is to
come.

15“He who has ears to hear, let
him hear!

16“But to what shall I liken this
generation? It is like children sitting
in the marketplaces and calling to
their companions,

17“and saying:

‘We played the flute for you,
And you did not dance;

We mourned to you,
And you did not lament.’

18“For John came neither eating

11:18
j See Matt. 7:22,

note

11:19
k See Matt. 8:20,

note

l Matt. 9:10; Luke
5:29-32; 7:36;
John 2:1-11

m See Rom. 3:23,
note

11:20
n Luke 10:13-15;

see Mark 8:23,
note

o Repentance: vv.
20-21; Matt.
12:41. (Matt.
3:2; Acts 17:30,
note)

11:22
p Day (of judg-

ment): vv. 20-
24; Matt. 12:36.
(Matt. 10:15;
Rev. 20:11,
note)

11:23
q See Luke 16:23,

note

r Gen. 13:13;
18:20; 19:24;
Luke 17:28

11:25
s Bible prayers

(NT): vv. 25-26;
Matt. 14:30.
(Matt. 6:9; Luke
11:2, note)

t Luke 10:21; cp.
Ps. 8:2; 1 Cor.
1:19-31

11:10
a Inspiration: v.

10; Matt. 11:13.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note). Is.
40:3; Mal. 3:1

11:11
b Cp. Eph. 3:4-10;

Heb. 11:40;
1 Pet. 1:10-12

c Kingdom (NT):
v. 11; Matt.
11:12. (Matt.
2:2; 1 Cor.
15:24, note)

11:12
d Kingdom (NT):

v. 12; Matt.
13:11. (Matt.
2:2; 1 Cor.
15:24, note)

e Luke 16:16; cp.
Luke 5:19-20

11:13
f Law (of Moses):

v. 13; Matt.
12:5. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

g Inspiration: vv.
13-14; Matt.
12:3. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note). Is. 40:3;
Mal. 3:1

11:14
h See Matt. 17:10,

note

i Matt. 17:12;
Luke 1:17; cp.
Mal. 4:5
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*11:19 NU-Text reads works. *11:23 NU-Text
reads will you be exalted to heaven? No, you will be.

11:11 greater than he. Positionally greater, not moral-
ly. John the Baptist was as great, in strength of character, as
any man “born of women” but, as to the kingdom, his min-
istry was to announce that it was at hand. The kingdom did
not then come but was rejected, and John was martyred
and the King subsequently crucified. The least in the king-
dom, when it is set up in glory (see Kingdom [NT], Luke
1:31–33; 1 Cor. 15:24, note) will be greater than John in
the fullness of the Lord’s power and glory. It is not heaven
which is in question, but Messiah’s earthly kingdom. See
Matt. 3:2, note; 6:33, note.

11:12 violence. It has been much disputed whether
the violence (force) here is external, as against the king-
dom in the persons of John the Baptist and Jesus; or that,
considering the opposition of the scribes and Pharisees,
only the violently resolute would press into it. Both things
are true. The King and His herald suffered violence, and
this is the primary and greater meaning; but also, some

were resolutely becoming disciples. Compare Luke
16:16.

Elijah: my God is Jehovah. The Tishbite who was a
great prophet of the Lord. He performed miracles and
was taken to heaven in a chariot of fire.

11:20 The kingdom of heaven, announced as at hand
by John the Baptist, by the King Himself, and by the twelve,
and attested by mighty works, has been morally rejected.
The places chosen for the testing of the nation, Chorazin,
Bethsaida, etc., having rejected both John and Jesus, the re-
jected King now speaks of judgment. The official rejection
was later (Matt. 27:21–25).

Sodom: burning. A city located in the Valley of Sid-
dim known for its extreme wickedness and destroyed
by God with fire and brimstone. Only Lot and his fam-
ily survived the destruction.



and prudent and have revealed
them to babes.

26“Even so, Father, for so it
seemed good in Your sight.

27“All things have been delivered
to Me by My Father, and no one
knows the Son except the Father.
Nor does anyone know the Father
aexcept the Son, and the one to
whom the Son wills to reveal Him.

28“Come to bMe, all you who la-
bor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest.

29“Take My yoke upon you and
learn from Me, for cI am gentle and
lowly in heart, and you will find rest
for your souls.

30“For My yoke is easy and My
burden is light.”

Christ is Lord of the Sabbath
(Mark 2:23–28; Luke 6:1–5)

12AT that time Jesus went
through the grainfields on

the dSabbath. And His disciples
were hungry, and began to epluck
heads of grain and to eat.

12:3
f Ex. 31:15; 35:2;

cp. Num. 15:32-
36; Luke 13:14

g Inspiration: vv.
3-5; Matt.
12:17. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

12:4
h Cp. Ex. 29:32-

33; Lev. 8:31;
see Ex. 25:30,
note

12:5
i Law (of Moses):

v. 5; Matt. 15:3.
(Ex. 19:1; Gal.
3:24, note)

12:6
j 2 Chr. 6:18; Is.

66:1-2

12:7
k 1 Sam. 15:22;

Hos. 6:6; Mic.
6:6-8; Matt.
9:13

12:8
l vv. 32,40; see

Matt. 8:20, note

11:27
a Cp. John 1:18;

14:9-10

11:28
b John 6:35-37;

cp. John 1:38-
39

11:29
c Zech. 9:9; Phil.

2:5-8; cp. John
13:3-15; 1 John
2:6

12:1
d Sabbath: vv. 1-

13; Matt. 24:20.
(Gen. 2:3; Matt.
12:1, note)

e Deut. 23:25
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2And when the Pharisees saw it,

they said to Him, “Look, Your disci-
ples are doing what is not lawful to
do on the Sabbath!”

3But He said to them, “Have you
fnot gread what David did when he
was hungry, he and those who were
with him:

4“how he entered the house of
God and ate the hshowbread which
was not lawful for him to eat, nor
for those who were with him, but
only for the priests?

5“Or have you not read in the
ilaw that on the Sabbath the priests
in the temple profane the Sabbath,
and are blameless?

6“Yet I say to you that in this
place there is One jgreater than the
temple.

7“But if you had known what this
means, ‘I desire kmercy and not
sacrifice,’ you would not have con-
demned the guiltless.

8“For the lSon of Man is Lord
even* of the Sabbath.”
*12:8 NU-Text and M-Text omit even.

11:28 The new message of Jesus. The rejected King now
turns from the rejecting nation and offers, not the kingdom
but rest and service to all who are in conscious need of His
help. It is a pivotal point in the ministry of Jesus.

12:2 not lawful. It was lawful to glean grain (Deut.

23:24–25), but not on the Sabbath.
12:3 what David did. Jesus’ action (vv. 1–8) is highly

significant. “What David did” refers to the time of his re-
jection and persecution by Saul (1 Sam. 21:6). Jesus here is
not so much the rejected Savior as the rejected King.

12:1 THE MEANING OF SABBATH

“Sabbath,” from Hebrew shabbath (Greek sabbaton), means cessation from labor, rest.
(1) The Sabbath appears in Scripture as the day of God’s rest in the finished work of creation (Gen. 2:2–3). During

the long period from Eden to Sinai, no mention is made of it. Then the Sabbath was revealed to Israel (Ex. 16:23; Neh.
9:13–14), made a part of the law (Ex. 20:8–11), and invested with the character of a “sign” between the LORD and Is-
rael, and a perpetual reminder to Israel of their separation to God (Ex. 31:13–17). It was observed by complete rest (Ex.
35:2–3); and by the LORD’s express order a man was put to death for gathering sticks on the Sabbath day (Num.
15:32–36). Apart from maintaining the continued burnt offering (Num. 28:9), and its connection with the annual feasts
(Ex. 12:16; Lev. 23:3,8; Num. 28:25), the seventh-day Sabbath was never made a day of sacrifice, worship, or any
manner of religious service. It was simply and only a day of complete rest for man and beast, a humane provision for
man’s needs. In Christ’s words, “The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath” (Mark 2:27). 

(2) Our Lord found the observance of the day encrusted with rabbinical evasions and restrictions (Matt. 12:2), whol-
ly unknown to the law, so that He was Himself held to be a Sabbath-breaker by the religious authorities of the time.
The Sabbath will be again observed during the tribulation period (Matt. 24:20–21) and the Kingdom Age (Is. 66:23). 

(3) The Christian first-day-rest perpetuates in the dispensation of the Church the principle that one-seventh of the
time is especially sacred, but in all other respects is in contrast with the Sabbath. One is the seventh day; the other the
first. The Sabbath commemorates God’s creation-rest; the first day, Christ’s resurrection. On the seventh day God rest-
ed; on the first day Christ was ceaselessly active. The Sabbath commemorates a finished creation; the first day, a fin-
ished redemption. The Sabbath was a day of legal obligation; the first day, one of voluntary worship and service. The
Sabbath is mentioned in Acts only in connection with the Jews, and in the balance of the NT but twice (Col. 2:16;
Heb. 4:4). In these passages the seventh-day Sabbath is explained to be, not a day to be observed by the Christians,
but a type of the present rest into which the believer will enter when he “has himself also ceased from his works” and
trusts Christ.



21 And in His name Gentiles will
trust.”

22Then one was brought to Him
who was idemon-possessed, blind
and mute; and He jhealed him, so
that the blind and* mute man both
spoke and saw.

23And all the multitudes were
amazed and said, “Could this be the
kSon of David?”

The Pharisees blaspheme the Holy Spirit
(Mark 3:22–30; Luke 11:14–23)

24Now when the lPharisees
heard it they said, “This fellow does
not cast out demons mexcept by
Beelzebub,* the ruler of the
ndemons.”

25But Jesus knew their thoughts,
and said to them: “Every kingdom
divided against itself is brought to
desolation, and every city or house
divided against itself will not stand.

26“If oSatan casts out Satan, he is
divided against himself. How then
will his kingdom stand?

27“And if I cast out pdemons by
Beelzebub, by whom do your qsons
cast them out? Therefore they shall
be your judges.

28“But if I rcast out sdemons by
the tSpirit of God, surely the king-
dom of God has come upon you.

29“Or how can one enter a strong
man’s house and plunder his goods,
unless he first binds the strong
man? And then he will plunder his
house.

30“He who is not with Me is
against Me, and he who does not
gather with Me scatters abroad.

The unpardonable sin:
ascribing to Satan the works

of the Holy Spirit (Mark 3:28–30)
31“Therefore I say to you, every

usin and blasphemy will be vforgiven
men, but the blasphemy against the
wSpirit will not be forgiven men.

32“Anyone who speaks a word

Jesus heals on the Sabbath
(Mark 3:1–5; Luke 6:6–11)

9Now when He had departed
from there, He went into their syna-
gogue.

10And behold, there was a man
who had a withered hand. And they
asked Him, saying, “Is it lawful to
heal on the Sabbath?”—that they
might accuse Him.

11Then He said to them, “What
man is there among you who has
one sheep, and if it falls into a pit on
the Sabbath, will not lay hold of it
and lift it out?

12“Of how much more value then
is a man than a sheep? Therefore it is
lawful to do agood on the Sabbath.”

13Then He said to the man,
“Stretch out your hand.” And he
stretched it out, and it was bre-
stored as whole as the other.

Many others healed (Mark 3:6–12)
14Then the Pharisees went out

and plotted against Him, how they
might cdestroy Him.

15But when Jesus knew it, He
withdrew from there. And great
multitudes* followed Him, and He
healed them all.

16Yet He dwarned them not to
make Him known,

17that it might be fulfilled which
was espoken by Isaiah the prophet,
saying:
18“Behold! My fServant whom I

have chosen,
My gBeloved in whom My soul

is well pleased!
I will put My hSpirit upon Him,
And He will declare justice to

the Gentiles.
19 He will not quarrel nor cry out,

Nor will anyone hear His voice
in the streets.

20 A bruised reed He will not
break,

And smoking flax He will not
quench,

Till He sends forth justice to
victory;

12:22
i See Matt. 7:22,

note; 2 Thess.
2:9

j Miracles (NT): v.
22; Matt. 14:20.
(Matt. 8:3; Acts
28:8, note)

12:23
k Matt. 9:27; 21:9

12:24
l See Matt. 3:7,

note

m vv. 24-28; Matt.
9:34

n See Matt. 7:22,
note; 2 Thess.
2:9

12:26
o Satan: vv. 26-

27; Matt. 13:19.
(Gen. 3:1; Rev.
20:10, note)

12:27
p See Matt. 7:22,

note

q Cp. Luke 9:49-
50; 10:17; Acts
19:13-16

12:28
r 1 John 3:8

s See Matt. 7:22,
note

t Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 28; Matt.
12:31. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

12:31
u See Rom. 3:23,

note

v Forgiveness: vv.
31-32; Matt.
18:21. (Lev.
4:20; Matt.
26:28, note)

w Holy Spirit (NT):
vv. 31-32; Matt.
22:43. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

12:12
a Cp. Luke 14:1-6

12:13
b Miracles (NT):

vv. 10-13; Matt.
12:22. (Matt.
8:3; Acts 28:8,
note)

12:14
c Ps. 2:2; Matt.

27:1; Mark 3:6;
Luke 6:11; John
5:18

12:16
d Matt. 8:4; 9:30;

17:9

12:17
e Inspiration: vv.

17-21; Matt.
12:39. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

12:18
f vv. 18-21; Is.

42:1-4

g Christ (first ad-
vent): vv. 18-24;
Matt. 18:11.
(Gen. 3:15; Acts
1:11, note)

h Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 18; Matt.
12:28. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)
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*12:15 NU-Text brackets multitudes as disputed.
*12:22 NU-Text omits blind and. *12:24 NU-
Text and M-Text read Beelzebul

12:18 Gentiles. The rejected King of Israel will turn to
the Gentiles (contrast Matt. 10:5–6). In fulfillment this
awaited the official rejection, and the crucifixion and res-
urrection of Christ (Luke 24:46–48; Acts 9:15; 13:46;

28:25–28; Rom. 11:11).
12:21 trust. That is, hope.
12:31 blasphemy. The “blasphemy against the Spirit”

consisted in ascribing to Satan the work of the Holy Spirit



against the aSon of Man, it will be
forgiven him; but whoever speaks
against the Holy bSpirit, it will not
be forgiven him, either in this age
or in the age to come.

Destiny in words
33“Either make the c tree good

and its fruit good, or else make the
tree bad and its fruit bad; for a tree
is known by its fruit.

34d“Brood of vipers! How ecan
you, being evil, speak good things?
For out of the abundance of the
heart the mouth speaks.

35“A good man out of the good
treasure of his heart* brings forth
good things, and an evil man out of
the evil treasure brings forth evil
things.

36“But I say to you that for every
idle word men may speak, they will
give account of it in the fday of judg-
ment.

37“For by your words you will be
justified, and by your words you will
be condemned.”

The sign of the prophet Jonah
(Luke 11:29–32; cp. Jon. 1:17)

38Then gsome of the scribes and
Pharisees answered, saying, “Teach-
er, we want to see a hsign from You.”

39But He answered and said to
them, “An evil and adulterous gen-
eration seeks after a sign, and no
sign will be given to it except the
isign of the prophet Jonah.

40“For as Jonah was three days
and three nights in the belly of the
jgreat fish, so will the kSon of Man

12:40
l Matt. 27:63

12:41
m Jon. 3:5-9; see

Nah. 1:1, note

n Repentance: v.
41; Matt. 21:29.
(Matt. 3:2; Acts
17:30, note)

12:42
o Inspiration: v.

42; Matt. 13:14.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

p 1 Kin. 10:1-13

12:43
q Cp. Mark 7:25-

26; see Matt.
7:22, note

12:45
r Cp. Mark 7:25-

26; see Matt.
7:22, note

s 2 Pet. 2:20; cp.
Heb. 6:4-6

t See Matt. 24:34,
note

12:32
a See Matt. 8:20,

note

b Holy Spirit (NT):
vv. 31-32; Matt.
22:43. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

12:33
c Matt. 7:17-18;

Luke 6:43-44

12:34
d Matt. 3:7; 23:33

e Cp. Luke 6:45;
Rom. 8:7-8;
James 3:10

12:36
f Day (of judg-

ment): vv.
36,41-42; Mark
6:11. (Matt.
10:15; Rev.
20:11, note)

12:38
g See Matt. 2:4

and 3:7, notes

h vv. 38-40; Matt.
16:1-4; Mark
8:11-12; cp.
Matt. 16:4; Luke
11:29-32; 1 Cor.
1:22

12:39
i Inspiration: vv.

39-41; Matt.
12:42. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

12:40
j See Jon. 1:17,

note; cp. Job
7:12; Ezek. 32:2

k See Matt. 8:20,
note
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be three days and three nights in
the heart of the learth.

41“The men of mNineveh will rise
up in the judgment with this gener-
ation and condemn it, because they
nrepented at the preaching of Jonah;
and indeed a greater than Jonah is
here.

The sign of the queen of Sheba
(cp. 2 Chr. 9:1–12)

42o“The pqueen of the South will
rise up in the judgment with this
generation and condemn it, for she
came from the ends of the earth to
hear the wisdom of Solomon; and
indeed a greater than Solomon is
here.

Worthlessness of self-reformation
(Luke 11:24–26)

43“When an unclean qspirit goes
out of a man, he goes through dry
places, seeking rest, and finds none.

44“Then he says, ‘I will return to
my house from which I came.’ And
when he comes, he finds it empty,
swept, and put in order.

45“Then he goes and takes with
him seven other rspirits more
wicked than himself, and they en-
ter and dwell there; and the last
state of that man is sworse than the
first. So shall it also be with this
wicked tgeneration.”

The new relationships
(Mark 3:31–35; Luke 8:19–21)

46While He was still talking to the
multitudes, behold, His mother and
*12:35 NU-Text and M-Text omit of his heart.

(compare v. 24). Such a sin was unpardonable because of
the unusual circumstances of their rejection of Christ. This
most serious sin of the Pharisees was the climax of their
continual denial of the obvious truth that the miracles of
Jesus represented the power of God (e.g. 9:33–34), so that
Jesus’ message was heaven-authenticated. Their folly in de-
liberately apostatizing by ascribing to the devil the mighty
works of Christ by the Holy Spirit is summarized by our
Lord in Matt. 23:13–36 and Luke 11:52. Anyone who is
concerned about his rejection of Christ has obviously not
committed this “unpardonable sin,” and can still come to
Christ.

12:32 age. Greek aiōn. See Mark 10:30, note.
12:40 great fish. Greek kētos, a sea monster.
12:41 Jonah. The fact that, in this key passage where

our Lord uses the experience of Jonah to predict His burial,

the other four references—that is, to the men of Nineveh,
the queen of Sheba, Solomon, and Christ Himself (“a
greater than Solomon”)—are plainly historical, confirms
the historicity of Jonah. For the Lord would hardly include
a mythical figure, as some call Jonah, in the identical con-
text with these four historical references.

12:43,44 he. That is, the unclean spirit.
12:45 So shall it also be . . . Again the rejected King

announces judgment (compare 11:20–24). Israel, in the
center of the Pharisaic revival of outward religious strict-
ness, was like a man out of whom a demon had come, that
is, of his own volition. He would come back and find an
empty house, etc. The application is to those who are de-
pending upon self-reformation.

Jonah: dove. A minor prophet who ran from God’s
call. He survived being swallowed by a great fish.



5“Some fell on stony places, where
they did not have much earth; and
they immediately sprang up because
they had no depth of earth.

6“But when the sun was up they
were scorched, and because they
had no root they withered away.

7“And some fell among thorns,
and the thorns sprang up and
choked them.

8“But others fell on good ground
and yielded a crop: some a hundred-
fold, some sixty, some thirty.

9“He who has hears to hear, let
him hear!”

(Private explanation
to disciples vv. 10–17)

10And the disciples came and said
to Him, “Why do You speak to them
in parables?”

11He answered and said to them,
“Because it has been given to you
to know the imysteries of the jking-
dom of heaven, but to them it has
not been given.

12“For whoever has, to him more

brothers stood outside, seeking to
speak with Him.

47Then one said to Him, “Look,
aYour mother and Your brothers are
standing outside, seeking to speak
with You.”

48But He answered and said to the
one who told Him, “Who is My
mother and who are My bbrothers?”

49And He stretched out His hand
toward His disciples and said, “Here
are My mother and My cbrothers!

50“For dwhoever does the will of
My Father in heaven is My brother
and sister and mother.”

IV. The Mysteries of the Kingdom:
the Period between

the King’s Two Advents, 13

(1) The sower and the soils
(Mark 4:1–25; Luke 8:4–15)

13ON the same day Jesus went
out of the house and sat by

the sea.
2And great multitudes were gath-

ered together to Him, so that He got
into a eboat and sat; and the whole
multitude stood on the shore.

3Then He spoke many things to
them in fparables, saying: “Behold,
a gsower went out to sow.

4“And as he sowed, some seed
fell by the wayside; and the birds
came and devoured them.

13:9
h Matt. 11:15; cp.

Rev. 2:7

13:11
i Mark 4:10-11;

cp. Mic. 4:12;
1 Cor. 2:10

j Kingdom (NT):
vv. 3-52; Matt.
16:19. (Matt.
2:2; 1 Cor.
15:24, note)

12:47
a Matt. 13:55-56;

John 2:12; Acts
1:14

12:48
b Cp. Deut. 33:9;

Luke 2:49

12:49
c John 20:17;

Rom. 8:29

12:50
d Cp. John 15:14

13:2
e Luke 5:3

13:3
f Parables (NT):

vv. 3-52; Matt.
18:12. (Matt.
5:13; Luke
21:29, note).
Mark 4:2; Luke
8:4

g vv. 3-9
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12:46 Rejected by Israel, those of His own race (com-
pare Rom. 9:3), our Lord intimates the formation of the
new family of faith which will overstep the racial claims
that Israel has known to this time and will receive all those
(“whoever,” v. 50) who will be His disciples. Compare
John 6:28–29.

13:3 spoke . . . in parables. The seven parables of ch.
13, called by our Lord “mysteries of the kingdom of heav-
en” (v. 11), taken together describe the result of the pres-
ence of the Gospel in the world during the present age, that
is, the time of seed-sowing which began with our Lord’s
personal ministry and will end with the “harvest” (vv.
40–43). The result is the mingled tares and wheat, good
fish and bad, in the sphere of Christian profession. It is
Christendom. sower. The figure marks a new beginning.
To labor in God’s vineyard (Israel, Is. 5:1–7) is one thing; to
go forth sowing the seed of the Word in a field which is the
world, quite another (compare Matt. 10:5). One-fourth of
the seed takes permanent root, and the result is “wheat” (v.
25; 1 Pet. 1:23), or “sons of the kingdom” (v. 38). This par-
able (vv. 3–9) is treated throughout as foundational to the
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. It is interpreted by our
Lord Himself (vv. 18–23).

13:11 MYSTERIES IN SCRIPTURE
A “mystery” in Scripture is a previously hidden truth

now divinely revealed. This chapter shows clearly for
the first time that there will be an interval between
Christ’s first and second advents (vv. 17,35; compare
1 Pet. 1:10–12). 

The greater mysteries are: 
(1) the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven (Matt.

13:3–50);
(2) the mystery of Israel’s blindness during this age

(Rom. 11:25, with context);
(3) the mystery of the translation of living saints at the

end of this age (1 Cor. 15:51–52; 1 Thess. 4:13–17);
(4) the mystery of the NT Church as one body com-

posed of Jews and Gentiles (Eph. 3:1–12; Rom. 16:25;
Eph. 6:19; Col. 4:3); 

(5) the mystery of the Church as the bride of Christ
(Eph. 5:23–32); 

(6) the mystery of the in-living Christ (Gal. 2:20; Col.
1:26–27);

(7) the “mystery of God, . . . and of Christ,” that is,
Christ as the incarnate fullness of the Godhead embod-
ied, in whom all the divine wisdom for man subsists
(1 Cor. 2:7; Col. 2:2,9); 

(8) the mystery of the processes by which godlike-
ness is restored to man (1 Tim. 3:16); 

(9) the mystery of lawlessness (2 Thess. 2:7; compare
Matt. 13:33); 

(10) the mystery of the seven stars (Rev. 1:20); and 
(11) the mystery of Babylon (Rev. 17:5,7).



will be given, and he will have
abundance; but whoever does not
have, even what he has will be tak-
en away from ahim.

13“Therefore I speak to them in
parables, bbecause seeing they do
not see, and hearing they do not
hear, nor do they understand.

14“And in them the cprophecy of
Isaiah is fulfilled, which says:

‘Hearing you will hear and shall
not understand,

And seeing you will see and not
dperceive;

15 For the hearts of this people
have egrown dull.

Their ears are hard of hearing,
And their eyes they have

fclosed,
Lest they should see with their

eyes and hear with their
ears,

Lest they should understand
with their hearts and turn,

So that I should* gheal them.’*

16“But blessed are your eyes for
they see, and your ears for they
hhear;

17“for assuredly, I say to you that
many prophets and irighteous men
jdesired to see what you see, and
did not see it, and to hear what you
hear, and did not hear it.

18k“Therefore hear the parable of
the sower:

19“When anyone hears the word
of the lkingdom, and does not un-
derstand it, then the wicked mone
comes and snatches away what was
sown in his heart. This is he who
received seed by the wayside.

20“But he who received the seed
on stony places, this is he who

13:21
n Acts 14:22; cp.

Heb. 6:4-6 with
10:34

13:22
o Cp. Prov. 11:28;

1 Tim. 6:9,17

13:23
p John 15:5; Phil.

1:11; Col. 1:6

13:24
q See Matt. 3:2,

note

r Cp. 2 Tim. 3:15-
17; 1 Pet. 1:23;
1 John 3:9

13:12
a Matt. 25:29

13:13
b John 8:43; cp.

John 7:16-17;
9:39-41

13:14
c Inspiration: vv.

14-15; Matt.
13:35. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

d John 6:36; cp.
Deut. 29:3-4

13:15
e Cp. Heb. 5:11

f Luke 19:42

g Acts 28:26-27

13:16
h Prov. 20:12;

Luke 10:23-24;
cp. Matt. 16:17

13:17
i Righteousness

(OT): v. 17;
Matt. 21:32.
(Gen. 6:9; Luke
2:25, note)

j Cp. John 8:56

13:18
k vv. 18-23

13:19
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hears the word and immediately re-
ceives it with joy;

21“yet he has no root in himself,
but endures only for a while. For
when n tribulation or persecution
arises because of the word, immedi-
ately he stumbles.

22“Now he who received seed
among the thorns is he who hears
the word, and the cares of this
world and the deceitfulness of
riches choke the word, and he be-
comes ounfruitful.

23“But he who received seed on
the good ground is he who hears
the word and understands it, who
indeed bears p fruit and produces:
some a hundredfold, some sixty,
some thirty.”

(2) The tares among the wheat
(cp. vv. 36–43)

24Another parable He put forth to
them, saying: “The qkingdom of
heaven is like a man who sowed
rgood seed in his field;
*13:15 NU-Text and M-Text read would.
* Isaiah 6:9–10

13:17 prophets. The OT prophets saw in one blended
vision the rejection and crucifixion of the King (see Heb.
10:18, note), and also His glory as David’s Son (see Zech.
12:8, note), but “what, or what manner of time the Spirit of
Christ who was in them was indicating when He testified
beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that
would follow,” was not revealed to them—only that the vi-
sion was not for themselves (1 Pet. 1:10–12). That revela-
tion Christ makes in these parables. A period of time is to
intervene between His sufferings and His glory. That inter-
val is occupied with the “mysteries of the kingdom of heav-
en” described here.

13:22 world. Greek aiōn. See Mark 10:30, note.

13:24 THE PARABLE OF THE SEED

This parable (vv. 24–30) is also interpreted by our Lord
(vv. 36–43). Here the “good seed” is not the “word,” as
in the first parable (vv. 19,23), but rather that which the
Word has produced (1 Pet. 1:23), that is, the children of
the kingdom. These are providentially “sown” (v. 37),
that is, scattered here and there in the “field” of the
“world” (v. 38). The “world” here is both geographic
and ethnic—the earth-world, and also the world of
men. The wheat of God at once becomes the scene of
Satan’s activity. Where children of the kingdom are
gathered, there, “among the wheat” (vv. 25,38,39), Sa-
tan sows “sons of the wicked one,” who profess to be
children of the kingdom and, in outward ways, are so
like the true children that only the angels may, in the
end, be trusted to separate them (vv. 40–43). So great is
Satan’s power of deception that the tares often really
suppose themselves to be children of the kingdom
(7:21–23).

Many other parables and exhortations have this min-
gled condition in view (e.g. 22:11–14; 25:1–13,14–30;
Luke 18:10–14; Heb. 6:4–9). Indeed, it characterizes
Matthew from ch. 13 to the end. The parable of the
wheat and the tares is not a description of the world,
but of that which professes to be the kingdom. Not all
unbelievers are called children of the devil; only those
who have willfully rejected the light are so designated
(compare v. 38; John 8:38–44).



(3) The mustard seed (Mark 4:30–32)
31Another parable He put forth to

them, saying: “The dkingdom of
heaven is like a emustard seed,
which a man took and sowed in his
field,

32“which indeed is the least of all
the seeds; but when it is grown it is
greater than the herbs and becomes
a ftree, so that the birds of the air
come and nest in its branches.”

(4) The leaven (Luke 13:20–21)
33Another parable He spoke to

them: “The gkingdom of heaven is
like hleaven, which a woman took
and hid in three imeasures* of meal
till it was jall leavened.”

34All these things Jesus spoke to
the multitude in parables; and with-
out a parable He did not speak to
them,

25“but while men slept, his ene-
my came and sowed atares among
the wheat and went his way.

26“But when the grain had
sprouted and produced a crop, then
the tares also appeared.

27“So the servants of the owner
came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you
not sow good seed in your field?
How then does it have tares?’

28“He said to them, ‘An enemy
has done this.’ The servants said to
him, ‘Do you want us then to go
and gather them up?’

29“But he said, ‘No, lest while
you gather up the tares you also up-
root the bwheat with them.

30‘Let cboth grow together until
the harvest, and at the time of har-
vest I will say to the reapers, “First
gather together the tares and bind
them in bundles to burn them, but
gather the wheat into my barn.” ’ ”
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d See Matt. 3:2,

note

e Luke 13:18-19

13:32
f Ezek. 17:22-24;

31:3-9; cp. Dan.
4:20-22

13:33
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note

h Leaven: v. 33;
Matt. 16:6.
(Gen. 19:3;
Matt. 13:33,
note)

i See Weights and
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Acts 27:28, note

j 1 Cor. 5:6; Gal.
5:9

13:25
a Cp. Acts 20:29-

30; Jude 8-13,
16-19

13:29
b Cp. Matt. 3:12

13:30
c Cp. Phil. 3:18-

19; 2 Thess. 3:6;
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*13:33 Greek sata, approximately two pecks in all

13:30 to burn them. This will have its fulfillment at the
end of the age (v. 40), when Christ returns to reign. The
wicked will be destroyed. The Church, translated before the
tribulation, will be gathered into the millennial kingdom,
together with those living believers who have survived the
tribulation period (v. 43; 24:13; 25:31,34) and the resur-

rected righteous men and women of all the previous ages.
13:31 Another parable. The parable of the mustard

seed suggests the rapid but unsubstantial growth of the
mystery aspect of the kingdom (see 13:3, note) from a
small beginning (Acts 1:15; 2:41; 1 Cor. 1:26) to a great
place on the earth.

13:33 THE MEANING OF LEAVEN IN SCRIPTURE

It was common practice to retain a lump of leavened or fermented dough from a former baking and use it to leaven
new dough. Under the Mosaic law, however, leaven was forbidden in bread used in the Feast of Unleavened Bread
and the Passover (Ex. 12:8,15–20; Lev. 23:6–8), and similar exclusion of leaven applied to offerings placed on the al-
tar (Ex. 23:18; 34:25; Lev. 2:11; 6:17). The only exceptions were the use of leaven in the two wave loaves offered as
firstfruits (Lev. 23:17) and some of the cakes of bread offered with the thank offerings (Lev. 7:13, note).

Leaven, which brings about fermentation, is uniformly regarded in Scripture as typifying the presence of impurity or
evil (Ex. 12:15,19; 13:7; Lev. 2:11; Deut. 16:4; Matt. 16:6,12; Mark 8:15; Luke 12:1; 1 Cor. 5:6–9; Gal. 5:9). The two
wave loaves, representing Israel and the Gentiles as forming the Church, contained leaven in recognition of imper-
fections in the believers (see Lev. 23:17, note). The use of leaven in the flour seems intended likewise to represent evil
within the kingdom of heaven. The teaching that leaven in this parable represents the beneficent influence of the
Gospel pervading the world has no Scriptural justification. Nowhere in Scripture does leaven represent good; the idea
of a converted world at the end of the age is contradicted by the presence of tares among the wheat and bad fish
among the good in the kingdom itself. Although biblical truth has a beneficial moral influence on the world, the min-
gling of leaven is not the method of divine salvation or enlargement of the kingdom. Tares never become wheat. The
parable is, therefore, a warning that true doctrine, represented by the flour, would be corrupted by false doctrine (com-
pare 1 Tim. 4:1–3; 2 Tim. 2:17–18; 4:3–4; 2 Pet. 2:1–3).

Summary:
(1) Leaven, as a symbolic or typical substance, is always mentioned in the OT in an evil sense (Gen. 19:3, marg.). 
(2) The use of the word in the NT explains its symbolic meaning. It is “malice and wickedness” as contrasted with

“sincerity and truth” (1 Cor. 5:6–8). It is evil doctrine (Matt. 16:12) in its threefold form of Pharisaism, Sadduceeism,
and Herodianism (Matt. 16:6; Mark 8:15). The leaven of the Pharisees was externalism in religion (Matt.
23:14–16,23–28); of the Sadducees, skepticism as to the supernatural and as to the Scriptures (Matt. 22:23,29); of the
Herodians, worldliness—a Herod party among the Jews (Matt. 22:16–21; Mark 3:6). And 

(3) the use of the word in Matt. 13:33 is congruous with its meaning elsewhere in the Scriptures, as denoted in the
paragraphs above.



35that it might be afulfilled which
was spoken by the prophet, saying:

“I will open My mouth in
parables;

I will utter things kept secret
from the foundation of the
world.”

(Second mystery [vv. 24–30] explained)
36Then Jesus sent the multitude

away and went into the house. And
His disciples came to Him, saying,
b“Explain to us the parable of the
tares of the field.”

37He answered and said to them:
“He who sows the good seed is the
cSon of Man.

38“The field is the world, the
good seeds are the sons of the
dkingdom, but the tares are the sons
of the ewicked one.

39“The enemy who sowed them
is the fdevil, the harvest is the gend
of the age, and the reapers are the
hangels.

40 i“Therefore as the tares are
gathered and burned in the fire, so
it will be at the jend of this age.

41“The kSon of Man will send out
His langels, and they will gather out
of His mkingdom all things that of-
fend, and those who practice law-
lessness,

42“and will cast them into the fur-
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note
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note
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note
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note

e Satan: v. 38;
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f Satan: v. 39;
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(Gen. 3:1; Rev.
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note
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note
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nace of fire. There will be wailing
and gnashing of teeth.

43“Then the nrighteous will
oshine forth as the sun in the king-
dom of their Father. He who has
ears to hear, let him hear!

(5) The hidden treasure
44“Again, the pkingdom of heav-

en is like qtreasure hidden in a field,
which a man found and hid; and for
joy over it he goes and rsells all that
he has and buys that field.

(6) The pearl of great price
45“Again, the skingdom of heav-

en is like a merchant seeking beau-
tiful pearls,

46“who, when he had found one
pearl of great price, went and sold
all that he had and bought it.

(7) The dragnet
47“Again, the tkingdom of heaven

is like a dragnet that was cast into
the sea and gathered some of everyu

kind,
48“which, when it was full, they

drew to shore; and they sat down
and vgathered the good into vessels,
but threw the bad away.

49“So it will be at the wend of the
age. The xangels will come forth,

13:35,38 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
13:39,40,49 age. Greek aiōn. See Mark 10:30, note.
13:43 Then the righteous. The kingdom does not be-

come the kingdom of the Father until Christ, having “put
all enemies under His feet,” including the last enemy,
death, “delivers the kingdom to God and Father” (1 Cor.
15:24–28). There is triumph over death at the first resurrec-
tion (1 Cor. 15:54–55), but death, “the last enemy,” is not
destroyed until the end of the millennium (Rev. 20:14).

13:45 pearls. The true Church is the pearl of great
price. Its formation covers a large part of the period of the
mysteries of the kingdom, and is itself called a mystery
(Rom. 16:25–26; Eph. 3:3–12; 5:32; Col. 1:24–27). A pearl
is an illustration of the Church: (1) A pearl is formed by ac-
cretion, and that not mechanically but vitally, as Christ
adds to the Church (Acts 2:41,47; 5:14; 11:24; Eph. 2:21;
Col. 2:19). And (2) Christ, having given Himself for the
pearl, is now preparing it for presentation to Himself (Eph.
5:25–27). The kingdom is not the Church, but the true chil-
dren of the kingdom during the fulfillment of these myster-
ies, baptized by one Spirit into one body (1 Cor.
12:12–13), compose the Church, the pearl.

13:44 THE PARABLE OF 
THE TREASURE

The interpretation of the parable of the treasure which
makes the buyer of the field to be a sinner who is seeking
Christ, has no warrant in the parable itself. The field is
declared to be the world (v. 38). The seeking sinner does
not buy, but forsakes the world to gain Christ. Further-
more, the sinner has nothing to sell; neither is Christ for
sale or hidden in a field; nor, having found Christ, does
the sinner hide Him again (compare Mark 7:24; Acts
4:20). At every point the interpretation breaks down.

The field is the world (v. 38), which was purchased
by our Lord at the priceless cost of His own blood in or-
der that He might have the treasure (1 Pet. 1:18). As Is-
rael was God’s treasure in OT times (Ex. 19:5; Ps.
135:4), so there is at the present time “a remnant [of Is-
rael] according to the election of grace” (Rom. 11:5).
Those who compose the remnant are no longer reck-
oned as Jews (Gal. 3:28) but as members of the “one
body” together with saved Gentiles (Eph. 2:14–18; 4:4)
and thus Christ’s inheritance (Eph. 1:18) and His joy
(Heb. 12:2).



Man get this wisdom and these
mighty works?

55“Is this not the fcarpenter’s
son? Is not His mother called Mary?
And His brothers gJames, Joses,* Si-
mon, and Judas?

56“And His sisters, are they not
all with us? Where then did this
Man get all these things?”

57So they were hoffended at Him.
But Jesus said to them, “A iprophet
is not without jhonor except in his
own kcountry and in his own
house.”

58Now He did not do many
mighty works there lbecause of
their unbelief.

V. The Ministry
of the Rejected King, 14—23

Murder of John the Baptist
(Mark 6:14–29; Luke 9:7–9)

14AT that time Herod the te-
trarch heard the report about

Jesus
2and said to his servants, “This is

John the Baptist; he is risen from
the dead, and therefore these pow-
ers are at work in him.”

3For Herod had laid hold of John
and bound him, and put him in
mprison for the sake of nHerodias,
his brother Philip’s wife.

4Because John had said to him, “It
is not lawful for you to have her.”

5And although he wanted to put
him to death, he feared the multi-
tude, because they counted him as a
prophet.

6But when Herod’s birthday was
celebrated, the daughter of Herodi-
as danced before them and pleased
Herod.

7Therefore he promised with an
oath to give her whatever she might
ask.

aseparate the wicked from among
the b just,

50“and cast them into the furnace
of fire. There will be wailing and
gnashing of teeth.”

51Jesus said to them,* “Have you
understood all these things?” They
said to Him, “Yes, Lord.”*

(8) The householder
52Then He said to them, “There-

fore every cscribe instructed con-
cerning* the dkingdom of heaven is
like a householder who brings out
of his treasure things new and old.”

Last visit to Nazareth
(Mark 6:1–6; contrast Luke 4:16–32)

53Now it came to pass, when
Jesus had finished these parables,
that He departed from there.

54When He had come to His own
country, He taught them in their
synagogue, so that they were eas-
tonished and said, “Where did this

13:55
f John 6:42; cp.

John 7:41,48,52

g See Matt. 4:21,
note

13:57
h Matt. 11:6

i Cp. John 4:44

j See Luke 24:19,
note

k Cp. John 1:11;
5:43

13:58
l John 5:44, 46-

47

14:3
m Matt. 4:12

n See Mark 6:14,
note

13:49
a Judgments (the

seven): v. 49;
Matt. 16:27.
(2 Sam. 7:14;
Rev. 20:12,
note)

b See Rom. 10:10,
note

13:52
c See Mark 12:34,

note

d See Matt. 3:2,
note

13:54
e John 7:15

1328 MATTHEW 13:50—14:7

*13:51 NU-Text omits Jesus said to them.
* NU-Text omits Lord. *13:52 Or for.
*13:55 NU-Text reads Joseph.

14:1 Herod. Herod Antipas, son of Herod, the Great.
See Mark 6:14, note.

14:3 Philip’s. Herod Philip. See Mark 6:14, note.

Herodias: the wife of Herod Antipas who plotted the
murder of John the Baptist.

14:6 daughter. Salome. See Mark 6:14, note.

13:47 THE PARABLE OF 
THE DRAGNET

The parable of the dragnet presents, as does that of the
wheat and the tares, the mystery of the kingdom as the
sphere of profession, but with this difference: there Sa-
tan was the active agent; here the admixture is more the
result of the tendency of a movement to gather to itself
that which is not really of it. The kingdom of heaven is
like a net which, cast into the sea of humanity, gathers
of every kind, good and bad. These remain together in
the net (v. 49) and not merely in the sea until the end of
the age. It is not even a converted net, much less a con-
verted sea. Much violence has been done to sound ex-
egesis by the notion that the world is to be converted in
this age. Against that notion stands our Lord’s own in-
terpretation of the parables of the sower, the wheat and
the tares, and the net.

Such, then, is the mystery form of the kingdom (see
Matt. 3:2, note; 6:33, note). It is the sphere of Christian
profession during this age. It is a mingled body of true
and false, wheat and tares, good and bad. It is defiled
by formalism, doubt, and worldliness. But within it
Christ sees the true children of the true kingdom who,
at the end, are to “shine forth like the sun.” In the great
field, the world, He sees His treasure that He redeems
for His own through His cross. Thus, in this aspect of
the kingdom, He sees the Church, His body and bride
composed of believing Israelites and Gentiles and for
joy sells all that He has (2 Cor. 8:9) and buys the field,
the treasure, and the pearl.



8So she, having been prompted
by her mother, said, “Give me aJohn
the Baptist’s head here on a platter.”

9And the king was bsorry; never-
theless, because of the oaths and be-
cause of those who sat with him, he
commanded it to be given to her.

10So he sent and had John be-
headed in prison.

11And his head was brought on a
platter and given to the girl, and she
brought it to her mother.

12Then his disciples came and
took away the body and buried it,
and went and told Jesus.

13When Jesus heard it, He cde-
parted from there by boat to a de-
serted place by Himself. But when
the multitudes heard it, they fol-
lowed Him on foot from the cities.

14And when Jesus went out He
saw a great multitude; and He was
moved with dcompassion for them,
and healed their sick.

Five thousand fed (Mark 6:30–44;
Luke 9:10–17; John 6:1–14)

15When it was evening, His disci-
ples came to Him, saying, “This is a
deserted place, and the hour is al-
ready late. Send the multitudes
away, that they may go into the vil-
lages and buy themselves food.”

16But Jesus said to them, “They
do not need to go away. You egive
them something to eat.”

17And they said to Him, “We
have here only five loaves and two
fish.”

18He said, “Bring them here to
Me.”

19Then He fcommanded the mul-
titudes to sit down on the grass.
And He took the five loaves and the
two fish, and looking up to heaven,
He gblessed and broke and gave the
loaves to the disciples; and the dis-
ciples gave to the multitudes.

20hSo they all ate and were filled,
and they took up twelve baskets full
of the fragments that iremained.

21Now those who had eaten were
about five thousand men, besides
women and children.
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Jesus walks on the water

(Mark 6:45–52; John 6:15–21)
22Immediately Jesus made His

disciples get into the boat and go
before Him to the other side, while
He jsent the multitudes away.

23And when He had sent the mul-
titudes away, He went up on the
kmountain by Himself to pray. Now
when evening came, He was alone
there.

24But the boat was now in the
middle of the sea,* tossed by the
waves, for the wind was contrary.

25Now in the fourth watch of the
night Jesus went to them, lwalking
on the sea.

26And when the disciples saw
Him walking on the sea, they were
troubled, saying, m“It is a ghost!”
And they cried out for fear.

27But immediately Jesus spoke to
them, saying, “Be of good ncheer! It
is I; do not be afraid.”

28And Peter answered Him and
said, “Lord, if it is You, command
me to come to You on the water.”

29So He said, “Come.” And when
Peter had come down out of the
boat, he owalked on the water to go
to Jesus.

30But when he saw that the
pwind was boisterous,* he was
afraid; and beginning to sink he
cried out, saying, q“Lord, save me!”

31And immediately Jesus
stretched out His hand and caught
him, and said to him, “O you of rlit-
tle faith, why did you sdoubt?”

32And when they got into the
boat, the wind tceased.

33Then those who were in the
boat came and* worshiped Him,
saying, “Truly You are the uSon of
God.”

Healing in Gennesaret (Mark 6:53–56)
34When they had crossed over,

they came to the land of * Gen-
nesaret.

35And when the men of that
place recognized Him, they sent out
*14:24 NU-Text reads many furlongs away from
the land. *14:30 NU-Text brackets that and
boisterous as disputed. *14:33 NU-Text omits
came and. *14:34 NU-Text reads came to 
land at.

14:25 fourth watch. 3–6 A.M. See John 19:14, note.



said to Him, “Do You know that the
oPharisees were offended when
they heard this saying?”

13But He answered and said,
“Every plant which My heavenly Fa-
ther has not planted will be uproot-
ed.

14“Let them alone. They are
pblind leaders of the blind. And if
the blind leads the blind, both will
fall into a ditch.”

15Then Peter answered and said
to Him, “Explain this parable to us.”

16So Jesus said, “Are you also still
without understanding?

17“Do you not yet understand that
whatever enters the mouth goes
into the stomach and is eliminated?

18“But those things which pro-
ceed out of the mouth come from
the qheart, and they defile a man.

19“For out of the heart proceed
revil thoughts, murders, adulteries,
fornications, thefts, false witness,
blasphemies.

20“These are s the things which
defile a man, but to eat with un-
washed hands does not defile a
man.”

Jesus and the Syro-Phoenician
woman (Mark 7:24–30)

21Then Jesus went out from there
and departed to the region of Tyre
and Sidon.

22And behold, a woman of Ca-
naan came from that region and
tcried out to Him, saying, “Have
mercy on me, O Lord, uSon of Da-
vid! My daughter is severely vde-
mon-possessed.”

23But He answered her not a
word. And His disciples came and
urged Him, saying, “Send her away,
for she cries out after us.”

24But He answered and said, “I
was not sent except to the lost
sheep of the whouse of Israel.”

25Then she came and worshiped
Him, xsaying, “Lord, yhelp me!”

26But He answered and said, “It is
not good to take the children’s bread
and throw it to the little zdogs.”

into all that surrounding region,
brought to Him all who were sick,

36and begged Him that they
might only atouch the hem of His
garment. And as many as touched it
were bmade perfectly cwell.

God’s commandments versus
man’s tradition (Mark 7:1–13)

15THEN the scribes and Phar-
isees who were from Jeru-

salem came to Jesus, saying,
2“Why do Your disciples trans-

gress the dtradition of the elders?
For they do not wash their hands
when they eat bread.”

3He answered and said to them,
“Why do you also transgress the
ecommandment of God because of
your tradition?

4“For God fcommanded, saying,
‘Honor your father and your moth-
er’ ; and, ‘He who curses father or
mother, let him gbe put to death.’

5“But you say, ‘Whoever says to
his father or mother, “Whatever
profit you might have received from
me is a hgift to God”—

6‘then he need not honor his fa-
ther or mother.’* Thus you have
made the icommandment* of God of
jno effect by your tradition.

7“Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah
prophesy about you, ksaying:

8 ‘These people draw near to Me
with their mouth,

And* honor Me with their llips,
But their heart is far from Me.

9 And in vain they worship Me,
Teaching as doctrines the

commandments of
mmen.’ ”

Diagnosis of the heart of man
(Mark 7:14–23)

10When He had called the multi-
tude to Himself, He said to them,
“Hear and understand:

11n“Not what goes into the
mouth defiles a man; but what
comes out of the mouth, this defiles
a man.”

12Then His disciples came and
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*15:6 NU-Text omits or mother. * NU-Text
reads word. *15:8 NU-Text omits draw near to
Me with their mouth, And.

15:24 lost. Greek apollumi. See John 3:16, note.

Tyre and Sidon: Two ancient Phoenician cities locat-
ed north of Palestine on the east coast of the Mediter-
ranean Sea.



27And she asaid, “Yes, Lord, yet
even the little dogs eat the crumbs
which fall from their masters’ table.”

28Then Jesus answered and said
to her, “O woman, bgreat is your
cfaith! Let it be to you das you de-
sire.” And her daughter was
ehealed from that very hour.

Further healing (cp. Mark 7:31–37)
29Jesus departed from there, skirt-

ed the Sea of Galilee, and went up
on the mountain and sat down
there.

30Then great multitudes came to
Him, having with them the lame,
blind, mute, maimed, and many
others; and they laid them down at
Jesus’ ffeet, and He healed them.

31So the multitude marveled
when they saw the mute speaking,
the maimed made whole, the lame
walking, and the blind seeing; and
they gglorified the God of Israel.

Four thousand fed (Mark 8:1–9)
32Now Jesus called His disciples

to Himself and said, “I have hcom-
passion on the multitude, because
they have now continued with Me
three days and have nothing to eat.
And I do not want to send them
away hungry, lest they faint on the
way.”

33Then His disciples said to Him,
“Where could we get enough bread
in the wilderness to fill such a great
imultitude?”

34Jesus said to them, “How many
loaves do you have?” And they said,
“Seven, and a few little fish.”

35So He commanded the multi-
tude to sit down on the ground.

36And He took the seven loaves
and the fish and gave thanks, broke
them and gave them to His disci-
ples; and the disciples gave to the
multitude.

37 jSo they all ate and were filled,
and they took up seven large bas-
kets full of the fragments that were
left.

38Now those who ate were four
thousand men, besides women and
children.

39And He sent away the multi-
tude, got into the boat, and came to
the region of Magdala.*
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The blind Pharisees rebuked

(Mark 8:10–14)

16THEN the kPharisees and
kSadducees came, and ltest-

ing Him asked that He would show
them a sign from heaven.

2He answered and said to them,
“When it is evening you say, ‘It will
be fair weather, for the sky is red’;

3“and in the morning, ‘It will be
foul weather today, for the sky is red
and threatening.’ Hypocrites!* You
know how to discern the face of the
sky, but you cannot discern the
signs of the mtimes.

4“A wicked and adulterous ngen-
eration seeks after a sign, and no
sign shall be given to it except the
osign of the prophet* Jonah.” And
He left them and departed.

5Now when His disciples had
come to the other side, they had for-
gotten to take bread.

Symbol of leaven explained
(Mark 8:15–21)

6Then Jesus said to them, “Take
heed and beware of the pleaven of
the Pharisees and the Sadducees.”

7And they reasoned among them-
selves, saying, “It is because we
have taken no bread.”

8But Jesus, being aware of it, said
to them, “O you of little faith, why
do you reason among yourselves be-
cause you have brought no bread?*

9“Do you not yet understand, or
qremember the five loaves of the
five thousand and how many bas-
kets you took up?

10 r“Nor the seven loaves of the
four thousand and show many large
baskets you took up?

11“How is it you do not under-
stand that I did not speak to you
concerning bread?—but to beware
of the tleaven of the Pharisees and
Sadducees.”

12Then they understood that He
did not tell them to beware of the
u leaven of bread, but of the vdoc-
trine of the wPharisees and wSad-
ducees.
*15:39 NU-Text reads Magadan. *16:3 NU-
Text omits Hypocrites. *16:4 NU-Text omits the
prophet. *16:8 NU-Text reads you have no
bread.



Christ foretells His death
and resurrection

(Mark 8:31–33; Luke 9:22)
21From that time Jesus began to

show to His disciples that He must
go to Jerusalem, and osuffer many
things from the elders and chief
priests and pscribes, and be killed,
and be raised the third day.

22Then Peter took Him aside and
began to rebuke Him, saying, “Far
be it from You, Lord; this shall not
happen to You!”

23But He turned and said to Peter,
“Get behind Me, qSatan! You are an
offense to Me, for you are not mind-
ful of the things of God, but the
things of men.”

Cost of discipleship
(Mark 8:34–38; Luke 9:23–26)

24Then Jesus said to His disciples,
“If anyone desires to come after
Me, let him deny himself, and rtake
up his cross, and sfollow Me.

25“For whoever desires to save
his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for My sake will find
it.

Peter’s confession of Christ
(Mark 8:27–30; Luke 9:18–21;

cp. John 6:68–69)
13When Jesus came into the region

of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His
disciples, saying, a“Who do bmen say
that I, the cSon of Man, am?”

14So they said, “Some say dJohn
the Baptist, some Elijah, and others
Jeremiah or eone of the prophets.”

15He said to them, “But who do
fyou say that I am?”

16Simon Peter answered and said,
“You are the gChrist, the Son of the
living God.”

First mention of the Church
17Jesus answered and said to him,

“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah,
for h flesh and blood has not re-
vealed this to you, but My iFather
who is in heaven.

18“And I also say to you that you
are Peter, and on this jrock I will
build My kchurch, and the gates of
lHades shall not prevail against it.

19“And I will give you the mkeys of
the nkingdom of heaven, and what-
ever you bind on earth will be bound
in heaven, and whatever you loose
on earth will be loosed* in heaven.”

20Then He commanded His disci-
ples that they should tell no one
that He was Jesus the Christ.
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*16:19 Or will have been bound . . . will have been
loosed

16:17 Bar-Jonah. Meaning son of Jonah.
16:18 Peter. In the Greek there is a play upon words in

this statement: “You are Peter [petros, a stone], and upon
this rock [petra, a massive rock] I will build My church.” It
is upon Christ Himself that the Church is built. See what the
Apostle Peter writes (1 Pet. 2:4–8); compare also Paul’s
statement (1 Cor. 3:11). church. The word “church”
(Greek ekklēsia, from a verb meaning to call out) is used of
any assembly and in itself implies no more than a gathering
of people who have been called forth, e.g. the town meet-
ing at Ephesus (Acts 19:41), and Israel, called out of Egypt
and assembled in the wilderness (Acts 7:38). Israel was a
“church,” but not in any sense the NT church—the prima-
ry point of similarity being that both were “called out” and
by the same God. See Acts 7:38 and Heb. 12:23, notes.

16:20 commanded. The disciples had been proclaim-
ing Jesus as the Christ, that is, the covenanted King of a
kingdom promised to the Jews and at hand. The Church, on
the contrary, must be built upon testimony to Him as cruci-
fied, risen from the dead, ascended, and made “head over
all things to the church” (Eph. 1:20–23). The former testi-
mony was ended; the new testimony was not yet ready be-
cause the blood of the new covenant had not yet been
shed, but our Lord began to speak of His death and resur-
rection (v. 21). It is a turning point of immense significance.
Jesus. Many manuscripts omit the word Jesus.

16:19 THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM

These are not the keys of the Church but of the king-
dom of heaven in the sense of ch. 13, that is, the sphere
of Christian profession. A key is a badge of power or
authority (compare Is. 22:22; Rev. 3:7). The apostolic
history explains and limits this trust, for it was Peter
who opened the door of Christian opportunity to Israel
on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:38–42) and to Gentiles
in the house of Cornelius (Acts 10:34–48). There was
no assumption by Peter of any other authority (Acts
15:7–11). In the council James, not Peter, seems to
have presided (Acts 15:19; compare Gal. 2:11–14). Pe-
ter claimed no more for himself than to be an apostle
by gift (1 Pet. 1:1) and an elder by office (1 Pet. 5:1).

The power of binding and loosing was shared (Matt.
18:18) by the apostles and other believers (John
20:22–23, where see note; compare Luke 24:33). An il-
lustration of Peter’s use of this authority as related to
forgiveness (John 20:23) is given in Acts 10:43. See also
Paul’s use of it in Acts 13:38–39. The keys of death and
the place of departed spirits are held by the Lord Jesus
Christ alone (Rev. 1:18).



26“For what aprofit is it to a man
if he gains the whole world, and
loses his own soul? Or what will a
man give in exchange for his soul?

27“For the Son of Man will bcome
in the cglory of His Father with His
angels, and then He will dreward
each eaccording to his works.

28“Assuredly, I say to you, there
are some standing here who shall
not taste death till they see the Son
of Man coming in His fkingdom.”

The transfiguration:
a foreview of the future kingdom

(Mark 9:2–13; Luke 9:28–36)

17NOW after six days Jesus
took Peter, gJames, and John

his brother, led them up on a high
mountain by themselves;

2and He was htransfigured before
them. His face shone like the sun,
and His clothes became as white as
the light.

3And behold, Moses and Elijah iap-
peared to them, talking with Him.

4Then Peter answered and said to
Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be
here; if You wish, let us* make here
three tabernacles: one for You, one
for Moses, and one for Elijah.”

5While he was still speaking, be-
hold, a bright cloud overshadowed
them; and suddenly a jvoice came
out of the cloud, saying, “This is My
beloved kSon, in whom I am well
pleased. Hear Him!”

6And when the disciples heard it,
they fell on their faces and were
greatly afraid.
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7But Jesus came and touched

them and said, “Arise, and do not
be afraid.”

8When they had lifted up their
eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.

9Now as they came down from
the mountain, Jesus commanded
them, saying, “Tell the vision to no
one until the Son of Man is risen
lfrom the dead.”

10And His disciples asked Him,
saying, “Why then do the scribes
say that Elijah must come first?”

11Jesus answered and said to
them, “Indeed, mElijah is coming
first* and will restore all things.

12“But I say to you that Elijah has
come already, and they did not
know him but did to him whatever
they wished. Likewise the Son of
Man is also about to suffer at their
hands.”

13Then the disciples understood
that He spoke to them of John the
Baptist.

The powerless disciples:
the mighty Christ

(Mark 9:14–29; Luke 9:37–43)
14And when they had come to

the multitude, a man came to Him,
nkneeling down to Him and saying,

15“Lord, have mercy on my son,
for he is an epileptic* and osuffers
severely; for he often falls into the
fire and often into the water.
*17:4 NU-Text reads I will. *17:11 NU-Text
omits first. *17:15 Literally moonstruck

16:26 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.

Moses: saved from the water. The great leader of the
Israelites who led them out of slavery in Egypt to the
Promised Land.

17:10 Compare Mal. 3:1; 4:5–6; Matt. 11:14; Mark
9:11–13; Luke 1:17. All the passages must be taken togeth-
er. (1) Christ confirms the specific and still unfulfilled
prophecy of Mal. 4:5–6: “Elijah is coming first and will re-
store all things.” Here, as in Malachi, the prediction ful-
filled in John the Baptist, and that yet to be fulfilled in Eli-
jah, are kept distinct. (2) But John the Baptist had come
already, and with a ministry so completely in the spirit and
power of Elijah’s future ministry (Luke 1:17) that in a typi-
cal sense, it could be said: “Elijah has come already.”
Compare Matt. 10:40; Phile. 12,17, where the same
thought of identification, although still preserving personal
distinction, occurs (compare John 1:21).

17:2 CHRIST’S TRANSFIGURATION

The transfiguration scene contains, in miniature, all the
elements of the future kingdom in manifestation (2 Pet.
1:15–21):

(1) the Lord Jesus, not in humiliation but in glory (v. 2); 
(2) Moses, in glory, representative of the redeemed

who have passed through death into the kingdom (Matt.
13:43; compare Luke 9:30–31); 

(3) Elijah, in glory, representative of the redeemed
who have entered the kingdom by translation (1 Cor.
15:50–53; 1 Thess. 4:13–17); 

(4) Peter, James, and John, not glorified, representa-
tives, for the moment, of Israel in the flesh in the future
kingdom (Ezek. 37:21–27); and 

(5) the crowd at the foot of the mountain (v. 14), rep-
resentative of those who are to be brought into the king-
dom after it is established over Israel (Is. 11:10–12; etc.).



and take the fish that comes up
first. And when you have opened its
mouth, you will o find a ppiece of
money;* take that and give it to
them for Me and you.”

Childlike faith necessary for
entrance into the kingdom of heaven

(Mark 9:33–50; Luke 9:46–50)

18AT that time the disciples
came to Jesus, saying, “Who

then is qgreatest in the rkingdom of
heaven?”

2Then Jesus called a little schild to
Him, set him in the midst of them,

3and said, “Assuredly, I say to
you, unless you are converted and
become as little children, you will
by no means enter the tkingdom of
heaven.

4“Therefore whoever humbles
himself as this little child is the
greatest in the ukingdom of heaven.

5“Whoever receives one little
child like this in My name receives
Me.

6“But whoever causes one of
these little ones who believe in Me
to sin, it would be better for him if a
millstone were hung around his
neck, and he were drowned in the
depth of the sea.

The Father’s concern for His own:
parable of the lost sheep

(Luke 15:3–7)
7“Woe to the world because of of-

fenses! For offenses must come, but
woe to that man by whom the of-
fense comes!

8v“If your hand or foot causes you
to sin, cut it off and cast it from you.
It is better for you to enter into wlife
lame or maimed, rather than having
two hands or two feet, to be cast
into the everlasting fire.

9“And if your eye causes you to
sin, pluck it out and cast it from
you. It is better for you to enter into
life with one eye, rather than hav-

16“So I brought him to Your disci-
ples, but they could not cure him.”

17Then Jesus answered and said,
“O afaithless and bperverse genera-
tion, how long shall I be with you?
How long shall I bear with you?
Bring him here to Me.”

18And Jesus crebuked the dde-
mon, and it came out of him; and
the child was ecured from that very
hour.

19Then the disciples came to
Jesus privately and said, f“Why
could we not cast it out?”

20So Jesus said to them, “Because
of your gunbelief;* for assuredly, I
say to you, if you have hfaith as a
mustard seed, you will say to this
mountain, ‘Move from here to
there,’ and it will move; and noth-
ing will be impossible for you.

21“However, this kind does not go
out except by prayer and ifasting.”*

Jesus again foretells
His death and resurrection

(Mark 9:30–32; Luke 9:43–45)
22Now while they were staying*

in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The
jSon of Man is about to be kbetrayed
into the hands of men,

23“and they will kill Him, and the
third day He will be raised up.” And
they were exceedingly lsorrowful.

The miracle of the temple tax
from the mouth of a fish

(cp. Mark 12:13–17)
24When they had come to Caper-

naum,* those who received the
mtemple tax came to Peter and said,
“Does your Teacher not pay the
temple tax?”

25He said, “Yes.” And when he
had come into the house, Jesus an-
ticipated him, saying, “What do you
think, Simon? From whom do the
kings of the earth take customs or
taxes, from their sons or from
nstrangers?”

26Peter said to Him, “From
strangers.” Jesus said to him, “Then
the sons are free.

27“Nevertheless, lest we offend
them, go to the sea, cast in a hook,
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ing two eyes, to be cast into hell
fire.

10“Take heed that you do not de-
spise one of these little ones, for I
say to you that in heaven their aan-
gels always see the face of My Fa-
ther who is in heaven.

11“For the bSon of Man has ccome
to dsave that which was lost.*

12“What do you think? eIf a man
has a hundred sheep, and one of
them goes astray, does he not leave
the ninety-nine and go to the moun-
tains to seek the one that is stray-
ing?

13“And if he should find it, as-
suredly, I say to you, he rejoices
more over that sheep than over the
ninety-nine that did not go astray.

14“Even so it is not the fwill of
your Father who is in heaven that
one of these little ones should per-
ish.

Discipline and forgiveness
in the church; agreement in prayer

(Luke 17:3–4)
15“Moreover if your gbrother

hsins against you, go and tell him
his fault between you and him
alone. If he hears you, you have
gained your brother.

16“But if he will not hear, take
with you one or two more, that ‘by
the mouth of i two or three wit-
nesses every word may be estab-
lished.’

17“And if he refuses to hear
them, tell it to the church. But if he
refuses even to hear the church, let
him be to you like a jheathen and a
tax collector.

18“Assuredly, I say to you, whatev-
er you kbind on earth will be bound
in heaven, and whatever you loose
on earth will be loosed in heaven.

19“Again I say* to you that if two
of you agree on earth concerning
anything that they lask, it will be
done for them by My Father in
heaven.

20“For where two or three are
gathered mtogether in My name, I
am there in the midst of them.”

21Then Peter came to Him and
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MATTHEW 18:10–33 1335
said, “Lord, how noften shall my
brother osin against me, and I pfor-
give him? Up to seven times?”

22Jesus said to him, “I do not say
to you, up to seven times, but up to
qseventy times seven.

23“Therefore the rkingdom of
heaven is slike a certain king who
wanted to settle accounts with his
servants.

24“And when he had begun to
settle accounts, one was brought to
him who owed him ten thousand
ttalents.

25“But as he was unot able to pay,
his master commanded that he be
sold, with his wife and children and
all that he had, and that payment be
made.

26“The servant therefore fell
down before him, saying, ‘Master,
have patience with me, and I will
pay you all.’

27“Then the master of that ser-
vant was moved with compassion,
released him, and vforgave him the
debt.

28“But that servant went out and
found one of his fellow servants
who owed him a hundred wdenarii;
and he laid hands on him and took
him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay me
what you owe!’

29“So his fellow servant fell down
at his feet* and begged him, saying,
‘Have patience with me, and I will
pay you all.’*

30“And he xwould not, but went
and threw him into prison till he
should pay the debt.

31“So when his fellow servants
saw what had been done, they were
very grieved, and came and told
their master all that had been done.

32“Then his master, after he had
called him, said to him, ‘You wicked
servant! I yforgave you zall that debt
because you begged me.

33‘Should you not also have had
compassion on your fellow servant,
just as I had pity on you?’
*18:11 NU-Text omits this verse. *18:19 NU-
Text and M-Text read Again, assuredly, I say.
*18:29 NU-Text omits at his feet. * NU-Text
and M-Text omit all.

18:9 hell fire. Greek geenna. See Matt. 5:22, note. Lit-
erally the gehenna of fire.

18:11 lost. Greek apollumi. See John 3:16, note.
18:17 church. Or assembly. Compare 1 Cor. 5:3–5; 6:1-5.



not accept this saying, but only
those to whom it has been given:

12“For there are eunuchs who
were born thus from their mother’s
womb, and there are eunuchs who
were made eunuchs by men, and
there are eunuchs who have lmade
themselves eunuchs for the mking-
dom of heaven’s nsake. He who is
able to accept it, let him accept it.”

Jesus blesses little children
(Mark 10:13–16; Luke 18:15–17)
13Then little children were

brought to Him that He might put
His hands on them and pray, but the
disciples orebuked them.

14But Jesus said, “Let the little
children come to Me, and do not
forbid them; for of psuch is the
qkingdom of heaven.”

15And He laid His hands on them
and departed from there.

The rich young ruler (Mark 10:17–27;
Luke 18:18–27; cp. Luke 10:25–30)
16Now behold, one came and said

to Him, “Good* Teacher, what rgood
thing shall I do that I may have
seternal life?”

17So He said to him, “Why do you
call Me good?* No one is tgood but
One, that is, God.* But if you want
to enter into life, ukeep the com-
mandments.”

18He said to Him, v“Which
ones?” Jesus said, “‘You shall not
murder,’ ‘You shall not commit
adultery,’ ‘You shall not steal,’
‘You shall not bear false witness,’

19 ‘Honor your father and your
mother,’ * and, ‘You shall love your
wneighbor as yourself.’ ”

20The young man said to Him,
“All these things I have xkept from
my youth.* What do I still lack?”

21Jesus said to him, “If you want

34“And his master was angry, and
delivered him to the torturers until
he should pay all that was due to
him.

35“So My heavenly Father also
will do to you if each of you, from
his heart, does not a forgive his
brother his trespasses.”*

Jesus teaches concerning divorce
(cp. 5:31–32; Mark 10:1–12;

Luke 16:18; Rom. 7:1–3;
1 Cor. 7:10–16)

19NOW it came to pass, when
Jesus had finished these say-

ings, that He bdeparted from Galilee
and came to the region of Judea be-
yond the Jordan.

2And great multitudes followed
Him, and He chealed them there.

3The Pharisees also came to Him,
dtesting Him, and saying to Him, “Is
it lawful for a man to divorce his
wife for just any reason?”

4And He answered and said to
them, “Have you not eread fthat He
who made* them at the beginning
‘made them male and female,’ *

5“and said, ‘For this reason a
man shall leave his father and moth-
er and be joined to his wife, and
gthe two shall become one flesh’ ?

6“So then, they are no longer two
but one flesh. Therefore what God
has joined together, let not man sep-
arate.”

7They said to Him, “Why then did
Moses hcommand to give a certificate
of divorce, and to put her away?”

8He said to them, “Moses, because
of the ihardness of your hearts, per-
mitted you to divorce your jwives,
but from the beginning it was not so.

9“And I say to you, whoever di-
vorces his wife, except for sexual
immorality,* and marries another,
commits adultery; and whoever
marries her who is divorced com-
mits adultery.”

10His disciples said to Him, “If
such is the case of the man with his
wife, it is better not to marry.”

11But He said to them, k“All can-
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*18:35 NU-Text omits his trespasses.
*19:4 NU-Text reads created. * Genesis 1:27;
5:2 *19:9 Or fornication *19:16 NU-Text
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There is One who is good. *19:19 Exodus
20:12-16; Deuteronomy 5:16–20 *19:20 NU-
Text omits from my youth.
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19:8 Moses. Compare Deut. 24:1–4. Our Lord here
confirms the Mosaic authorship of Deuteronomy.



to be aperfect, go, sell what you
have and give to the poor, and you
will have treasure in heaven; and
come, follow Me.”

22But when the young man heard
that saying, he went away sorrow-
ful, for he had great possessions.

23Then Jesus said to His disciples,
“Assuredly, I say to you that it is
hard for a brich man to center the
dkingdom of heaven.

24“And again I say to you, it is
easier for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle ethan for a rich man
to enter the kingdom of God.”

25When His disciples heard it,
they were greatly astonished, say-
ing, “Who then can be fsaved?”

26But Jesus looked at them and
said to them, “With men this is im-
possible, but with God all things are
gpossible.”

The apostles’ reward now
and in the future kingdom

(Mark 10:28–31; Luke 18:28–30)
27Then Peter answered and said

to Him, “See, we have left all and
followed You. Therefore what shall
we have?”

28So Jesus said to them, “Assured-
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MATTHEW 19:22—20:6 1337
ly I say to you, that in the regenera-
tion, hwhen the Son of Man sits on
the ithrone of His glory, you who
have followed Me will also sit on
twelve thrones, judging the twelve
tribes of Israel.

29“And everyone who has left
houses or brothers or sisters or fa-
ther or mother or wife* or children
or lands, for My name’s sake, shall
receive a hundredfold, and inherit
eternal jlife.

30“But kmany who are first will
be last, and the last first.

Parable of the laborers

20“FOR the lkingdom of heav-
en is mlike a landowner who

went out early in the morning to
hire laborers for his vineyard.

2“Now when he had agreed with
the laborers for a ndenarius a day,
he sent them into his vineyard.

3“And he went out about the
third hour and saw others standing
idle in the marketplace,

4“and said to them, ‘You also go
into the vineyard, and whatever is
right I will give you.’ So they went.

5“Again he went out about the
sixth and the ninth hour, and did
likewise.

6“And about the eleventh hour he
went out and found others standing
idle,* and said to them, ‘Why have
you been standing here idle all day?’
*19:29 NU-Text omits or wife. *20:6 NU-Text
omits idle.

19:24 needle. Greek raphis, a sewing needle.
19:28 regeneration. The word “regeneration,” (Greek

palingenesia meaning new birth, renewal, re-creation) oc-
curs only one other time in the NT, in Titus 3:5. There it
refers to the Christian’s new birth; here, to the re-creation
of the social order and renewal of the earth (Is. 11:6–9;
Rom. 8:19–23) when the kingdom comes. See Restoration
(Acts 3:21, note); Kingdom, OT (Zech. 12:8, note); King-
dom, NT (1 Cor. 15:24, note). judging the twelve tribes.
Our Lord’s prediction discloses how the promise of Is. 1:26
will be fulfilled when the kingdom is set up. The kingdom
will be administered over Israel through the apostles, ac-
cording to the ancient theocratic judgeship (Judg. 2:18).

20:1 laborers. The complaint of these laborers (vv.
11–12) reveals their character. They had been dealt with
fairly; they protested because others had been dealt with
generously.

20:3 third hour. 9 A.M. See John 19:14, note.
20:5 sixth. Noon. ninth hour. 3 P.M.
20:6 eleventh hour. 5 P.M.

19:16 MISTAKES OF 
THE RICH YOUNG MAN

The rich young man made four mistakes, each of which
was met by the Lord with unerring wisdom: 

(1) His mistake about the Person of Christ, thinking
Him only a good teacher, was answered by the in-
escapable dilemma—either He is God or He is not a
good man (v. 17). 

(2) His mistake about the way of eternal life, suppos-
ing it could be earned by works, was met by confronting
him with the high demands of divine law (v. 17). 

(3) His mistake about himself, thinking he had kept
the law (v. 20), was answered by testing him as to
works of righteousness (v. 21) and opening his eyes to
his failure (v. 22). And 

(4) his most tragic mistake was in not heeding the fi-
nal words of Christ, “Come, follow Me” (v. 21); for
therein was offered gracious hope for a sinner.

In the Lord’s explanation to the disciples, after the
incident, He made it clear that salvation is never won
by human attainment, but that “with God all things are
possible” (vv. 24–26)—even the salvation of those who
love riches. Salvation has always been by God’s grace
to the sinner, through his faith in Christ’s atoning sacri-
fice. See John 1:17, note.



Christ’s response to request
of the mother of James and John

(Mark 10:35–45)
20Then the mother of Zebedee’s

sons came to Him with her sons,
kneeling down and asking some-
thing from Him.

21And He said to her, “What do
you wish?” She said to Him, “Grant
that these two sons of mine may
nsit, one on Your right hand and the
other on the left, in Your oking-
dom.”

22But Jesus answered and said,
“You do not know what you ask.
Are you able to drink the pcup that I
am about to drink, and be baptized
with the baptism that I am baptized
with?”* They said to Him, “We are
able.”

23So He said to them, “You will
indeed drink My cup, and be bap-
tized with the baptism that I am
baptized qwith;* but to rsit on My
right hand and on My left is not
Mine to give, but it is for those for
whom it is prepared by My Father.”

24And when the ten heard it,
they were greatly sdispleased with
the two brothers.

25But Jesus called them to Him-
self and said, “You know that the
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over
them, and those who are great exer-
cise authority over them.

26“Yet it shall tnot be so among
you; but whoever desires to become
great among you, let him be your
uservant.

27“And whoever desires to be
first among you, let him be your
slave—

28“just as the vSon of Man did not
come to be served, but to serve, and
to give His life a wransom for many.”

Sight restored to two blind men
(Mark 10:46–52; cp. Luke 18:35–43,

and see note, page 1339)
29Now as they went out of Jeri-

cho, a great multitude followed Him.

7“They said to him, ‘Because no
one hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You
also go into the vineyard, and what-
ever is right you will receive.’*

8“So when aevening had come,
the owner of the vineyard said to
his steward, ‘Call the laborers and
give them their wages, beginning
with the last to the first.’

9“And when those came who
were hired about the eleventh hour,
they each breceived a denarius.

10“But when the first came, they
supposed that they would receive
more; and they likewise creceived
each a denarius.

11“And when they had received
it, they dcomplained against the
landowner,

12“saying, ‘These last men have
worked only one hour, and you
made them eequal to us who have
borne the burden and the heat of
the day.’

13“But he answered one of them
and said, ‘Friend, I am doing you no
wrong. Did you not agree with me
for a denarius?

14‘Take what is yours and go your
way. I wish to give to this last man
the same as to you.

15‘Is it not lawful for me to do
fwhat I wish with my own things?
Or is your eye evil because I am
good?’

16“So the glast will be first, and
the first last. For many are called,
but few chosen.”*

Jesus again predicts His death
and resurrection (Mark 10:32–34;

Luke 18:31–34; cp. also
Matt. 12:28–42; 16:21–28; 17:22–23)

17Now Jesus, going up to Jeru-
salem, took the twelve disciples
aside on the road and said to them,

18“Behold, we are going up to
Jerusalem, and the hSon of Man will
be betrayed to the chief priests and
to the scribes; and they will con-
demn Him to death,

19“and deliver Him to the iGen-
tiles to jmock and to kscourge and
to lcrucify. And the third day He
will mrise again.”

20:21
n v. 23; cp. Matt.

19:28; Rev.
3:21-22

o Kingdom (NT):
v. 21; Matt.
20:23. (Matt.
2:2; 1 Cor.
15:24, note).
Matt. 25:31;
Luke 1:31-33;
Rev. 3:21

20:22
p Matt. 26:39,42;

Luke 22:41-42;
John 18:11; cp.
Is. 53:2-5; Matt.
27:46; 2 Cor.
5:21; Gal. 3:13;
1 Pet. 2:24; 3:18

20:23
q Acts 12:2; Rev.

1:9

r Kingdom (NT):
v. 23; Matt.
21:5. (Matt. 2:2;
1 Cor. 15:24,
note). Matt.
25:31; Luke
1:31-33; Rev.
3:21

20:24
s Cp. Matt. 18:1;

Luke 22:23-27

20:26
t Matt. 23:11;

1 Pet. 5:3

u Matt. 23:11;
Mark 9:35;
10:43; John
13:1-16; 1 Cor.
9:19-22

20:28
v Phil. 2:7; see

Matt. 8:20, note

w Is. 53:6,10-11;
2 Cor. 5:21;
1 Tim. 2:5-6;
Titus 2:14;
1 Pet. 1:18-19;
see notes at Ex.
14:30; Is. 59:20;
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20:8
a 2 Cor. 5:10
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b Cp. 1 Cor. 9:24-

25; 2 Tim. 4:7-
8; see 1 Cor.
3:14, note

20:10
c Cp. Luke 10:42

20:11
d Cp. Rom. 14:10-

13

20:12
e Cp. Luke 17:7-

10; 1 Cor. 9:16-
17
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f Rom. 9:20-21;

cp. Eph. 1:3-11;
2:4-8

20:16
g Matt. 19:30; cp.

Matt. 22:14

20:18
h Matt. 26:47-57

20:19
i Matt. 27:2

j Matt. 26:67-68

k Matt. 27:26

l Matt. 27:35;
Acts 3:13-15

m Matt. 28:5-6;
Mark 16:6,9;
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*20:7 NU-Text omits the last clause of this verse.
*20:16 NU-Text omits the last sentence of this
verse. *20:22 NU-Text omits and be baptized
with the baptism that I am baptized with.
*20:23 NU-Text omits and be baptized with the
baptism that I am baptized with.

20:9 eleventh hour. 5 P.M.



30And behold, two blind men sit-
ting by the road, when they heard
that Jesus was passing by, cried out,
saying, “Have mercy on us, O Lord,
aSon of David!”

31Then the multitude bwarned
them that they should be quiet; but
they cried out all the more, saying,
“Have mercy on us, O Lord, Son of
David!”

32So Jesus stood still and called
them, and said, “What do you want
Me to do for you?”

33They said to Him, “Lord, that
our eyes may be opened.”

34So Jesus had ccompassion and
touched their eyes. And d immedi-
ately their eyes received sight, and
they followed Him.

The King’s public offer of Himself
as King (Mark 11:1–10;

Luke 19:29–38;
John 12:12–19; cp. Zech. 9:9)

21NOW when they drew near
Jerusalem, and came to Beth-

phage,* at the Mount of Olives,
then Jesus sent two disciples,

2saying to them, “Go into the vil-
lage opposite you, and immediately
you will find a donkey tied, and a
colt with her. Loose them and bring
them to Me.

3“And if anyone says anything to
you, you shall say, ‘The Lord has
eneed of them,’ and immediately he
will send them.”

4All* this was done that it might

21:4
f Inspiration: vv.

4-5; Matt. 21:9.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note). Ps.
118:26

21:5
g Kingdom (NT):

vv. 1-9; Matt.
22:2. (Matt. 2:2;
1 Cor. 15:24,
note)

h Matt. 25:31;
Luke 1:31-33;
Rev. 3:21

i Christ (first ad-
vent): vv. 4-5;
Matt. 21:9.
(Gen. 3:15; Acts
1:11, note)

21:8
j Cp. 2 Kin. 9:13

21:9
k Inspiration: v. 9;

Matt. 21:13. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note). Ps.
118:26

l Christ (first ad-
vent): v. 9; Matt.
21:37. (Gen.
3:15; Acts 1:11,
note)

21:11
m Deut. 18:15,18;

Matt. 2:23;
16:14; Luke
4:16-29; John
6:14; 7:40;
9:17; Acts 3:22-
23; see Luke
24:19, note

21:13
n Inspiration: v.

13; Matt. 21:16.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note). Ps.
118:26

o Is. 56:7; Jer.
7:11

20:30
a 2 Sam. 7:14-17;

Ps. 89:3-5,19-
37; Is. 11:10-12;
Ezek. 37:21-25;
Matt. 1:1; Luke
1:31,32; Acts
15:14-17

20:31
b Matt. 19:13

20:34
c Matt. 9:36;

14:14; 15:32;
18:27

d Miracles (NT):
vv. 30-34; Matt.
21:19. (Matt.
8:3; Acts 28:8,
note)

21:3
e Cp. Ps. 50:10
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be fulfilled which was fspoken by
the prophet, saying:

5“Tell the daughter of Zion,
‘Behold, your ghKing is icoming

to you,
Lowly, and sitting on a donkey,
A colt, the foal of a donkey.’ ”*

6So the disciples went and did as
Jesus commanded them.

7They brought the donkey and
the colt, laid their clothes on them,
and set Him* on them.

8And a very great multitude
spread their jclothes on the road;
others cut down branches from the
trees and spread them on the road.

9Then the multitudes who went
before and those who followed
cried out, saying:

“Hosanna to the Son of David!
‘Blessed k is He who lcomes in

the name of the LORD! ’
Hosanna in the highest!”

10And when He had come into
Jerusalem, all the city was moved,
saying, “Who is this?”

11So the multitudes said, “This is
Jesus, the mprophet from Nazareth
of Galilee.”

Jesus drives traders from Temple
(Mark 11:15–18; Luke 19:45–47;

cp. John 2:13–16)
12Then Jesus went into the tem-

ple of God* and drove out all those
who bought and sold in the temple,
and overturned the tables of the
money changers and the seats of
those who sold doves.

13And He said to them, “It is
nwritten, o ‘My house shall be
called a house of prayer,’ but you
have made it a ‘den of thieves.’ ”
*21:1 M-Text reads Bethsphage. *21:4 NU-
Text omits All. *21:5 Zechariah 9:9
*21:7 NU-Text reads and He sat. *21:12 NU-
Text omits of God.

21:1–9. Compare Zech. 14:4–9. The two advents are in
striking contrast.

21:4 fulfilled. Here was the King’s final and official of-
fer of Himself, in accord with the prophecy of Zech. 9:9.
Acclaimed by an unthinking multitude whose real belief is
expressed in v. 11, but with no welcome from the official
representatives of the nation, He was soon to hear the mul-
titude shout: “Crucify Him!” (27:22,23; compare Mark
15:13,14; Luke 23:21).

20:30 THE MIRACLE OF 
THE BLIND MEN

A twofold discrepancy is alleged to exist between the
account of this miracle in Matt. 20:29–34 and those in
Mark 10:46–52 and Luke 18:35–43: the subjects, and
time of the healing. Two blind men were involved; Bar-
timaeus, the more active, is mentioned by name in
Mark. Nothing is known of the other. Luke states that
the time of the healing was before Christ entered Jeri-
cho; Matthew and Mark place it at His departure from
the city. An explanation is possible on one of two
grounds: (1) the healing could have taken place after
our Lord left the old Jericho, and was drawing near the
new Jericho, which Herod the Great had built some
distance away; and (2) the blind men could have en-
treated the Lord for healing when He approached the
city, but were healed as He departed from it.



things? And who gave You this au-
thority?”

24But Jesus answered and said to
them, “I also will ask you one thing,
which if you tell Me, I likewise will
tell you by what authority I do these
things:

25“The jbaptism of kJohn—where
was it from? From heaven or from
men?” And they lreasoned among
themselves, saying, “If we say,
‘From heaven,’ He will say to us,
‘Why then did you not believe him?’

26“But if we say, ‘From men,’ we
m fear the multitude, for all count
John as a nprophet.”

27So they answered Jesus and said,
“We do not know.” And He said to
them, o“Neither will I tell you by
what authority I do these things.

Parable of the two sons
28“But what do you think? pA

man had two sons, and he came to
the first and said, ‘Son, go, work to-
day in my qvineyard.’

29“He answered and said, ‘I will
not,’ but afterward he rregretted it
and went.

30“Then he came to the second
and said likewise. And he answered
and said, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go.

31“Which of the two did the will
of his father?” They said to Him,
“The first.” Jesus said to them, “As-
suredly, I say to you that tax collec-
tors and harlots enter the skingdom
of God before you.

32“For John came to you in the
way of trighteousness, and you did
not believe him; but tax collectors
and harlots ubelieved him; and
when you saw it, you did not after-
ward relent and believe him.

Parable of the landowner
(Mark 12:1–9; Luke 20:9–19;

cp. Is. 5:1–7)
33“Hear another vparable: There

was a certain landowner who plant-
ed a vineyard and set a hedge
around it, dug a winepress in it and

14Then the ablind and the lame
came to Him in the temple, and He
healed them.

15But when the chief priests and
scribes saw the wonderful things
that He did, and the children crying
out in the temple and saying, “Ho-
sanna to the bSon of David!” they
were indignant

16and said to Him, “Do You hear
what these are saying?” And Jesus
said to them, “Yes. Have you never
cread,

‘Outd of the mouth of babes and
nursing infants

You have perfected praise’ ?”
17Then He left them and ewent

out of the city to Bethany, and He
lodged there.

The barren fig tree
(Mark 11:12–14,20–26)

18Now in the morning, as He re-
turned to the city, He was fhungry.

19And seeing a fig tree by the
road, He came to it and found noth-
ing on it but leaves, and said to it,
“Let no fruit grow on you ever
again.” Immediately the fig tree
gwithered away.

20And when the disciples saw it,
they marveled, saying, “How did
the fig tree wither away so soon?”

21So Jesus answered and said to
them, “Assuredly, I say to you, if
you have hfaith and do not doubt,
you will not only do what was done
to the fig tree, but also if you say to
this mountain, ‘Be removed and be
cast into the sea,’ it will be done.

22“And iwhatever things you ask
in prayer, believing, you will re-
ceive.”

Jesus’ authority challenged
(Mark 11:27–33; Luke 20:1–8)

23Now when He came into the
temple, the chief priests and the el-
ders of the people confronted Him
as He was teaching, and said, “By
what authority are You doing these

21:25
j John 1:29-34;

see Acts 8:12,
note

k John 1:15-28

l Cp. Luke 5:21

21:26
m v. 46; Matt.

14:5; Luke 20:6;
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Mark 6:25

n Matt. 14:5
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o Cp. v. 32; Matt.

3:3

21:28
p Parables (NT):

vv. 28-32; Matt.
21:33. (Matt.
5:13; Luke
21:29, note)

q v. 33; Matt.
20:1; cp. Is. 5:7;
Matt. 28:19;
John 15:1-5

21:29
r Repentance: v.

29; Mark 1:4.
(Matt. 3:2; Acts
17:30, note)

21:31
s See Matt. 6:33,

note

21:32
t Righteousness

(OT): v. 32;
Matt. 27:19.
(Gen. 6:9; Luke
2:25, note)

u Faith: v. 32;
Mark 2:5. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

21:33
v Parables (NT):

vv. 33-43; Matt.
22:1. (Matt.
5:13; Luke
21:29, note)

21:14
a Cp. Luke 14:21;

Acts 3:1-10

21:15
b Matt. 1:1; John

7:42; cp. Jer.
23:5-6

21:16
c Inspiration: v.

16; Matt. 21:42.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note). Ps.
118:26

d Ps. 8:2; cp.
1 Cor. 1:26-29

21:17
e Mark 11:11

21:18
f Mark 11:12-14;

cp. John 4:6

21:19
g Miracles (NT):

vv. 18-22; Mark
1:26. (Matt. 8:3;
Acts 28:8, note)

21:21
h Matt. 17:20;

Luke 17:6;
1 Cor. 13:2;
James 1:6

21:22
i Matt. 7:7-11;

Mark 11:24;
Luke 11:9; John
15:7; 1 John
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21:17 Bethany. Two miles east of Jerusalem and the
home of Lazarus, was a frequent stopping place for Christ
(Luke 10:38–42; compare Mark 11:1–11; Luke 19:29–35;
John 12:1–8). With no other place was the human Christ
so tenderly associated. Here also was manifested His

divine power in the resurrection of Lazarus (John
11:41–44).

21:19 fig tree. Literally a solitary fig tree. Luke 13:6–9.
21:29 regretted it. Compare Luke 15:11–24 (especially

vv. 17–21) for another striking illustration of repentance.



built a tower. And he leased it to
vinedressers and went into a far
country.

34“Now when vintage-time drew
near, he sent his servants to the
avinedressers, that they might re-
ceive its fruit.

35“And the vinedressers took his
servants, beat one, killed one, and
stoned another.

36“Again he sent other servants,
more than the first, and they did
likewise to them.

37“Then last of all he bsent his
cson to them, saying, ‘They will re-
spect my son.’

38“But when the vinedressers
saw the son, they said among them-
selves, ‘This is the dheir. Come, let
us ekill him and seize his inheri-
tance.’

39“So they took him and cast him
out of the vineyard and killed him.

40“Therefore, when the owner of
the vineyard comes, what will he do
to those vinedressers?”

41They said to Him, “He will de-
stroy those wicked men miserably,
and lease his vineyard to other vine-
dressers who will render to him the
fruits in their seasons.”

42Jesus said to them, “Have you
never fread in the Scriptures:

‘The gstone which the builders
rejected

Has become the hchief
cornerstone.

This was the LORD’ S doing,
And it is marvelous in our

eyes’ ?
43“Therefore I say to you, the

ikingdom of God will be taken from

21:44
j Christ (Stone): v.

44; Mark 12:10.
(Gen. 49:24;
1 Pet. 2:8, note)

21:45
k See Matt. 3:7,

note

21:46
l v. 26; Matt.
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11:18,32

22:1
m Parables (NT):

vv. 1-14; Matt.
24:32. (Matt.
5:13; Luke
21:29, note)

22:2
n Kingdom (NT):

vv. 2-14; Matt.
23:13. (Matt.
2:2; 1 Cor.
15:24, note)

21:34
a John 15:1;

James 5:7-8

21:37
b Christ (first ad-

vent): v. 37;
Matt. 26:31.
(Gen. 3:15; Acts
1:11, note)

c John 3:16

21:38
d Heb. 1:2; cp.

Rom. 8:16-17

e Ps. 2:2; John
11:53; Acts
4:26-28
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f Inspiration: v.

42; Matt. 22:31.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note). Ps.
118:22-23

g Christ (Stone): v.
42; Matt. 21:44.
(Gen. 49:24;
1 Pet. 2:8, note)

h v. 5; Is. 29:16;
Mark 12:10;
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note
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you and given to a nation bearing
the fruits of it.

44“And whoever falls on this
jstone will be broken; but on
whomever it falls, it will grind him
to powder.”

45Now when the chief priests and
kPharisees heard His parables, they
perceived that He was speaking of
them.

46But when they sought to lay
hands on Him, they lfeared the mul-
titudes, because they took Him for a
prophet.

Parable of the marriage feast
(Luke 14:16–24)

22AND Jesus answered and
spoke to them again by mpar-

ables and said:
2“The nkingdom of heaven is like

a certain king who arranged a mar-
riage for his son,

3“and sent out his servants to call
those who were invited to the wed-
ding; and they were not willing to
come.

4“Again, he sent out other ser-
vants, saying, ‘Tell those who are in-
vited, “See, I have prepared my din-
ner; my oxen and fatted cattle are
killed, and all things are ready.
Come to the wedding.” ’

5“But they made light of it and
went their ways, one to his own
farm, another to his business.

6“And the rest seized his ser-
vants, treated them spitefully, and
killed them.

7“But when the king heard about

21:43 you. That is, national Israel, the barren vine (vv.
33–41). Compare Is. 5:1–7. kingdom of God. Our Lord
here uses the expression “kingdom of God,” referring to a
sphere of genuine faith in God, in contrast with His usual
expression “kingdom of heaven.” The kingdom of God is
declared to be “taken from you,” that is, taken from the
scribes and Pharisees represented in the parable as the
wicked vinedressers, and given to a people who will bring
forth the fruits of salvation. This passage teaches that unbe-
lieving scribes and Pharisees would not be saved, because
of their rejection of the Son. Others who will manifest the
fruits of salvation take their place. Neither in the present
age nor in the future millennium is the kingdom of God the
exclusive possession of either Israel or the Gentiles.

22:3,4 wedding. Or marriage feast.

21:44 CHRIST AS THE STONE

Christ as the Stone is revealed in a threefold way: 
(1) To Israel, Christ, coming not in Messianic glory

but in the form of a Servant, is a Stumbling Stone and
Rock of offense (Is. 8:14–15; Rom. 9:32–33; 1 Cor.
1:23; 1 Pet. 2:8). 

(2) To the Church, Christ is the Foundation Stone and
the Chief Cornerstone (1 Cor. 3:11; Eph. 2:20–22; 1 Pet
2:4–5). And 

(3) to the Gentile world powers (see Times of the
Gentiles, Luke 21:24, note; Rev. 16:19, note), Christ is
to be the Striking Stone of destruction (Dan. 2:34). Isra-
el stumbled over Christ; the Church is built upon Christ;
Gentile world dominion will be crushed by Christ. See
Armageddon, Rev. 16:13–16; 19:17, note.



19“Show Me the tax money.” So
they brought Him a jdenarius.

20And He said to them, “Whose
image and inscription is this?”

21They said to Him, “Caesar’s.”
And He said to them, “Render
therefore to Caesar the things that
are kCaesar’s, and to God the things
that are lGod’s.”

22When they had heard these
words, they marveled, and left Him
and went their way.

Jesus answers the Sadducees
(Mark 12:18–27; Luke 20:27–38)
23The same day the Sadducees,

who say there is no mresurrection,
came to Him and asked Him,

24saying: “Teacher, Moses nsaid
that if a man dies, having no chil-
dren, his brother shall marry his
wife and raise up offspring for his
brother.

25“Now there were with us seven
brothers. The first died after he had
married, and having no offspring,
left his wife to his brother.

26“Likewise the second also, and
the third, even to the seventh.

27“Last of all the woman died
also.

28“Therefore, in the resurrection,
owhose wife of the seven will she
be? For they all had her.”

29Jesus answered and said to
them, “You are mistaken, not know-
ing the Scriptures nor the power of
God.

30“For in the resurrection they
neither marry nor are given in mar-
riage, but are plike angels of God*

in heaven.
31“But concerning the resurrec-

tion of the dead, have you not qread
what was spoken to you by God,
saying,

it, he was furious. And he sent out
his armies, destroyed those murder-
ers, and burned up their city.

8“Then he said to his servants,
‘The wedding is ready, but those
who were invited were not worthy.

9‘Therefore go into the highways,
and as many as you find, invite to
the wedding.’

10“So those servants went out
into the ahighways and gathered to-
gether all whom they found, both
bad and good. And the wedding hall
was filled with guests.

11“But when the king came in to
see the guests, he saw a man there
who did not have on a wedding gar-
ment.

12“So he said to him, b‘Friend,
how did you come in here without a
cwedding garment?’ And he was
dspeechless.

13“Then the king said to the ser-
vants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, take
him away, and* cast him into eouter
darkness; there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.’

14“For fmany are called, but few
are chosen.”

Jesus answers the Herodians
(Mark 12:13–17; Luke 20:20–26)
15Then the Pharisees went and

plotted how they might entangle
Him in His talk.

16And they sent to Him their dis-
ciples with the gHerodians, saying,
“Teacher, we know that You are
true, and teach the way of God in
truth; nor do You care about any-
one, for You do not regard the per-
son of men.

17“Tell us, therefore, what do You
think? Is it lawful to pay htaxes to
Caesar, or not?”

18But Jesus perceived their
wickedness, and said, “Why do you
itest Me, you hypocrites?
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1342 MATTHEW 22:8–31

*22:13 NU-Text omits take him away and.
*22:30 NU-Text omits of God.

22:8,9,10 wedding. Or marriage feast.
22:9 The worldwide call. Matt. 28:16–20; Rev. 22:17.
22:15 Verses 15–46 record our Lord’s meetings with the

representatives of Israel—the Herodians, the Sadducees,
and the Pharisees (see 3:7, note). Although He answered
their questions and put them to silence (v. 46), they did not
repent and turn to Him in faith. The only message left for
them was the woes of ch. 23.

22:16 Herodians. Not a sect but a political party that

supported the Herod dynasty.
22:29 You are mistaken (from the Greek verb planaō)

carries the idea of being deceived. Thus Jesus’ answer to
the Sadducees’ question gives the three incapacities of the
rationalist: (1) self-deception (Rom. 1:21–22); (2) ignorance
of the spiritual content of Scripture (Acts 13:27); and
(3) disbelief in the intervention of divine power (2 Pet.
3:4–9).



32a‘I am the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’ ?
God is not the God of the dead, but
of the living.”

33And when the multitudes heard
this, they were astonished at His
teaching.

Jesus answers the Pharisees
(Mark 12:28–34; cp. Luke 10:25–28)

34But when the bPharisees heard
that He had silenced the bSad-
ducees, they gathered together.

35Then one of them, a lawyer,
asked Him a question, ctesting Him,
and saying,

36“Teacher, which is the dgreat
commandment in the elaw?”

37Jesus said to him, “‘You shall
f love the LORD your God with all
your heart, with all your soul, and
with all your mind.’

38“This is the first and great com-
mandment.

39“And the second is like it: ‘You
shall love your gneighbor as your-
self.’

40“On these two commandments
hang hall the Law and the Prophets.”

Jesus questions the Pharisees
concerning the Messiah

(Mark 12:35–37; Luke 20:41–44)
41While the iPharisees were gath-

ered together, Jesus asked them,
42saying, “What do you think

about the Christ? Whose Son is
He?” They said to Him, “The jSon
of David.”

43He said to them, “How then
does David in the kSpirit call Him
‘Lord,’ saying:
44 ‘The l LORD said to my Lord,

“Sit at My right hand,
Till I make Your enemies Your

footstool” ’ ?

23:4
m Cp. Matt. 11:29-

30; Luke 11:46;
Acts 15:10;
Rom. 2:17-24;
Gal. 5:1; 6:13;
Col. 2:16

23:5
n Matt. 6:1,2,5,16

23:9
o Matt. 5:16,48;

6:1,9,14,26,32;
7:11

22:32
a Gen. 17:7;

26:24; 28:21;
Ex. 3:6; Acts
7:26

22:34
b See Matt. 3:7,

notes

22:35
c Test/Tempt: v.

35; Matt. 26:41.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note)

22:36
d Cp. Matt. 5:17-

48

e Law (of Moses):
vv. 36-40; Matt.
23:23. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note).
Deut. 25:5

22:37
f Deut. 6:5;

10:12; cp. Rom.
3:19; Gal. 3:10

22:39
g Lev. 19:18;

Matt. 19:19;
Rom. 13:9; Gal.
5:14; cp. Luke
10:29-37

22:40
h Matt. 7:12;

Rom. 13:10;
1 Tim. 1:5

22:41
i See Matt. 3:7,

notes

22:42
j Matt. 1:1; 21:9

22:43
k Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 43; Matt.
28:19. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

22:44
l Ps. 110:1
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45“If David then calls Him

‘Lord,’ how is He his Son?”
46And no one was able to answer

Him a word, nor from that day on
did anyone dare question Him any-
more.

The marks of a Pharisee
(Mark 12:38–40; Luke 20:45–47)

23THEN Jesus spoke to the
multitudes and to His disci-

ples,
2saying: “The scribes and the

Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat.
3“Therefore whatever they tell

you to observe,* that observe and
do, but do not do according to their
works; for they say, and do not do.

4“For they mbind heavy burdens,
hard to bear, and lay them on men’s
shoulders; but they themselves will
not move them with one of their
fingers.

5“But all their works they do to
nbe seen by men. They make their
phylacteries broad and enlarge the
borders of their garments.

6“They love the best places at
feasts, the best seats in the syna-
gogues,

7“greetings in the marketplaces,
and to be called by men, ‘Rabbi,
Rabbi.’

8“But you, do not be called ‘Rab-
bi’; for One is your Teacher, the
Christ,* and you are all brethren.

9“Do not call anyone on earth
your father; for One is your Father,
He owho is in heaven.

10“And do not be called teachers;
for One is your Teacher, the Christ.

11“But he who is greatest among
you shall be your servant.

12“And whoever exalts himself
*23:3 NU-Text omits to observe. *23:8 NU-
Text omits the Christ.

22:35 lawyer. The Greek word nomikos is translated
“lawyer” here and in Luke 7:30; 10:25; 11:45,46,52; 14:3;
Titus 3:13. In the Matthean and Lucan references it de-
scribes men expert in the Jewish law, normally called
“scribes” (compare Ezra 7:6,10). In Titus it probably refers
to one who was expert in Roman law.

22:41 asked. Jesus’ question was not personal but doc-
trinal; “Whose Son is the Messiah?” Compare John 19:7;
Acts 2:25–36; Rom. 1:3–4.

23:1 Verses 1–12 introduce the woes that Christ pro-

nounced upon the scribes and Pharisees, and particularly
emphasize the pride and self-exaltation of these inter-
preters of the law. The woes are expressed in the most se-
vere language Christ ever used.

23:2 Moses’ seat has reference to the position of a
teacher of the law of Moses. Compare Ezra 7:6,25–26. The
law is to be honored, but not the hypocritical teachers
of it.

23:5 phylacteries. Compare Deut. 6:8, which describes
the proper and spiritual use of God’s commandments.



ters of the hlaw: justice and mercy
and faith. These you ought to have
done, without leaving the others
undone.

24“Blind guides, who strain out a
gnat and swallow a camel!

25“Woe to you, scribes and Phar-
isees, hypocrites! For you cleanse
the outside of the cup and dish, but
inside they are full of extortion and
self-indulgence.*

26“Blind Pharisee, first cleanse the
inside of the cup and dish, that the
outside of them may be clean also.

27“Woe to you, scribes and Phar-
isees, hypocrites! For you are like
iwhitewashed tombs which indeed
appear beautiful outwardly, but in-
side are full of dead men’s bones
and all uncleanness.

28“Even so you also outwardly ap-
pear righteous to men, but inside
you are full of hypocrisy and jlaw-
lessness.

29“Woe to you, scribes and Phar-
isees, hypocrites! Because you
kbuild the tombs of the prophets
and adorn the monuments of the
righteous,

30“and say, ‘If we had lived in the
days of our fathers, we would not
have been partakers with them in
the blood of the prophets.’

31“Therefore you are witnesses
against yourselves that you are lsons
of those who murdered the proph-
ets.

32“Fill up, then, the measure of
your mfathers’ guilt.

33“Serpents, brood of vipers! How
can you escape nthe condemnation
of hell?

34“Therefore, indeed, I send you
prophets, wise men, and scribes:
some of them you will okill and cru-
cify, and some of them you will
pscourge in your synagogues and
persecute from city to city,

will be humbled, and he who hum-
bles himself will be exalted.

Jesus announces seven woes
on the Pharisees

(Mark 12:38–40; Luke 20:47)
13“But woe to you, scribes and

Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut
up the akingdom of heaven against
men; for you neither go in your-
selves, nor do you allow those who
are entering to go in.

14“Woe to you, scribes and Phar-
isees, hypocrites! For you devour
widows’ houses, and for a pretense
make long prayers. Therefore you
will receive greater condemnation.*

15“Woe to you, scribes and Phar-
isees, hypocrites! For you travel
land and sea to win one proselyte,
and when he is won, you make him
twice as much a son of hell as your-
selves.

16“Woe to you, bblind guides,
who say, ‘Whoever swears by the
temple, it is nothing; but whoever
swears by the gold of the temple, he
is obliged to perform it.’

17c“Fools and blind! For which is
greater, the gold or the temple that
dsanctifies* the gold?

18“And, ‘Whoever swears by the
altar, it is nothing; but whoever
swears by the gift that is on it, he is
obliged to perform it.’

19“Fools and blind! For which is
greater, the gift or the altar that
esanctifies the gift?

20“Therefore he who swears by
the altar, swears by it and by all
things on it.

21“He who swears by the temple,
swears by it and by Him who
dwells* in it.

22“And he who swears by heav-
en, swears by the throne of God and
by Him who sits on it.

23“Woe to you, scribes and Phar-
isees, hypocrites! For you pay ftithe
of mint and anise and cummin, and
have gneglected the weightier mat-

23:23
h Law (of Moses):

v. 23; Mark
1:44. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

23:27
i Luke 11:44;

Acts 23:3; cp.
Phil. 3:4-6

23:28
j See Rom. 3:23,

note

23:29
k Luke 11:47-48

23:31
l Acts 7:51-52

23:32
m 1 Thess. 2:15-16

23:33
n Judgments (the

seven): vv.
33,35; Matt.
24:51. (2 Sam.
7:14; Rev.
20:12, note)

23:34
o Luke 11:49;

John 16:2; Acts
7:54-60

p Acts 5:40;
2 Cor. 11:24-25

23:13
a Kingdom (NT):

v. 13; Matt.
23:39. (Matt.
2:2; 1 Cor.
15:24, note)

23:16
b Matt. 15:14; cp.

Is. 56:10-11;
Mal. 2:8

23:17
c Cp. Eph. 5:15

d Sanctification
(NT): v. 17;
Matt. 23:19.
(Matt. 4:5; Rev.
22:11, note)

23:19
e Sanctification

(NT): v. 19;
Matt. 24:15.
(Matt. 4:5; Rev.
22:11, note)

23:23
f Luke 11:42;

18:12

g 1 Sam. 15:22;
Is. 1:11-17; Hos.
6:6; Mic. 6:8
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*23:14 NU-Text omits this verse. *23:17 NU-
Text reads sanctified. *23:21 M-Text reads
dwelt. *23:25 M-Text reads unrighteousness.

23:15 hell. Greek geenna. See Matt. 5:22, note.
23:23 anise. Under the prescription in Deut. 14:22–23,

the rabbis of Jesus’ day included these spices as part of the
tithe of grain. Mint is, perhaps, the “horse mint” (Mentha
longifolia), the more common of several varieties growing
wild in the Holy Land today. Anise (Anethum graveolens)

resembles parsley and its aromatic, oval-shaped seeds are
not unlike caraway. Cumin (Cuminum cyminum) is an
herb of the carrot family, not common in Bible lands today.

23:33 hell. Greek geenna. See Matt. 5:22, note.
23:34 send you prophets. The Jews’ treatment of the

apostles is proved, vv. 31–33.



35“that on you may come aall the
righteous blood shed on the earth,
from the blood of righteous Abel to
the blood of Zechariah, son of
Berechiah, whom you murdered be-
tween the temple and the altar.

36“Assuredly, I say to you, all
these things will come upon this
generation.

Jesus laments over Jerusalem
(Luke 13:34–35; cp. Ps. 118:26;

Jer. 22:5)
37b“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the

one who kills the prophets and
cstones those who are sent to her!
How often I wanted to dgather your
children together, as a hen gathers
her chicks under her ewings, but
you were not willing!

38“See! Your house is left to you
desolate;

39“for I say to you, you shall see
Me no more ftill you say, g‘Blessed
is He who comes in the name of the
LORD! ’ ”*

VI. The Predicted Return of the
King: the Olivet Discourse, 24—25

The Olivet Discourse: the temple
to be destroyed

(Mark 13:1–2; Luke 21:5–6)

24THEN Jesus went out and de-
parted from the temple, and

His disciples came up to show Him
the buildings of the temple.

2And Jesus said to them, “Do you
not see all these things? Assuredly, I
say to you, hnot one stone shall be
left here upon another, that shall
not be thrown down.”

24:3
i vv. 27,37,39;

Luke 17:20-37;
1 Thess. 5:2-3

j Christ (second
advent): v. 3;
Matt. 24:27.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

24:5
k v. 24; John 5:43;

1 John 2:18

l Antichrist: vv. 4-
5,11; Matt.
24:24. (Matt.
24:5; Rev.
13:11, note)

24:6
m Rev. 6:2-4

24:7
n Hag. 2:22

o Rev. 6:5-6

p Cp. Rev. 6:12

24:9
q Matt. 10:17-18;

Luke 21:12;
John 15:20-21;
Rev. 2:10

24:10
r Cp. Dan. 12:10

24:11
s Acts 20:29;

2 Pet. 2:1; Rev.
13:11; 19:20

24:12
t See Rom. 3:23,

note

u 2 Thess. 2:3;
2 Tim. 3:1-3;
cp. Rev. 3:15-16

23:35
a Rev. 18:24

23:37
b Luke 19:41-42;

cp. Is. 22:4

c vv. 31,34; Neh.
9:26; 2 Chr.
24:20-21;
36:15-16; Matt.
21:35-36

d Matt. 11:28-30

e Cp. Ps. 17:8;
91:4

23:39
f Kingdom (NT):

v. 39; Matt.
24:14. (Matt.
2:2; 1 Cor.
15:24, note)

g Christ (second
advent): v. 39;
Matt. 24:3.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

24:2
h Cp. 1 Kin. 9:7-9;

Ps. 79:1; Is.
64:11; Jer.
26:18; Mic.
3:12; Luke
19:44
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The disciples’ two questions: “When”

and “What?” (Mark 13:3–4; Luke 21:7)
3Now as He sat on the Mount of

Olives, the disciples came to Him
privately, saying, “Tell us, iwhen
will these things be? And what will
be the sign of Your jcoming, and of
the end of the age?”

Daniel’s seventieth week of years
(Dan. 9:27): the end time

(Mark 13:5–13; cp. Luke 21:8–11)
4And Jesus answered and said to

them: “Take heed that no one de-
ceives you.

5“For kmany will come in My
name, saying, ‘I am the lChrist,’ and
will deceive many.

6“And you will hear of mwars and
rumors of wars. See that you are not
troubled; for all* these things must
come to pass, but the end is not yet.

7“For nnation will rise against na-
tion, and kingdom against kingdom.
And there will be ofamines, pesti-
lences,* and pearthquakes in vari-
ous places.

8“All these are the beginning of
sorrows.

9“Then they will qdeliver you up
to tribulation and kill you, and you
will be hated by all nations for My
name’s sake.

10“And then rmany will be of-
fended, will betray one another, and
will hate one another.

11“Then many s false prophets
will rise up and deceive many.

12“And because tlawlessness will
abound, the love of many will grow
ucold.
*23:39 Psalm 118:26 *24:6 NU-Text omits all.
*24:7 NU-Text omits pestilences.

23:35 Abel. Our Lord here confirms the record of Gen.
4:8–10. Compare Heb. 12:24.

23:35 Berechiah. This was probably the actual father of
this martyr, Zechariah, who is designated in 2 Chronicles as
son of his famous grandfather, Jehoiada, who had died at
the advanced age of 130 before Zechariah began his minis-
try. Compare 2 Chr. 24:15,20–22; 36:16; Luke 11:51.

23:36 come upon this generation. Compare Rev.
18:21–24. Thus history runs. Judgment falls upon one gen-
eration for the sins of centuries. The prediction of v. 36
was fulfilled in the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70.

23:39 till. Observe the “tills” or “untils” of Israel’s
blessing: (1) Israel must say, “Blessed is He” (v. 39; com-

pare Rom. 10:3–4). (2) Gentile world power must run its
course (Luke 21:24; compare Dan. 2:34–35). And (3) the
elect number of the Gentiles and Jews must be brought into
the Church (Acts 15:13–18). Then “the Deliverer will come
out of Zion,” etc. (Rom. 11:25–27).

24:1 departed. The Lord Jesus leaves that which He
abandons to judgment. See Mark 8:21–23 (with note at v.
23) in the light of Matt. 11:21–22. Compare Rev. 18:4.

24:3 age. Greek aiōn. See Mark 10:30, note.

Mount of Olives: The summit of the range of hills east
of Jerusalem which was once covered with olive trees.
A central location to the events of Christ’s ministry.



pregnant and to those who are nurs-
ing babies in those days!

20“And pray that your flight may
not be in winter or on the fSabbath.

The great tribulation (latter half
of week). (Mark 13:19–23; cp. Ps. 2:5;
Luke 21:23–24; see Rev. 7:14, note)
21“For then there will be ggreat

tribulation, such as has not been
since the beginning of the world
until this time, no, nor ever shall
be.

22“And unless those days were
shortened, no flesh would be saved;
but for the helect’s sake those days
will be shortened.

23“Then if anyone says to you,
‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or
‘There!’ do not believe it.

24“For i false christs and false
prophets will rise and show great

13“But he who endures to the end
shall be saved.

14“And this agospel of the bking-
dom will be preached in all the
world as a witness to all the nations,
and then the end will come.

The middle of Daniel’s seventieth
week: the abomination of desolation
(Mark 13:14–18; cp. Luke 21:20–23)

15“Therefore when you see the
c ‘abomination of desolation,’ *

dspoken of by Daniel the prophet,
standing in the eholy place” (who-
ever reads, let him understand),

16“then let those who are in Ju-
dea flee to the mountains.

17“Let him who is on the house-
top not go down to take anything
out of his house.

18“And let him who is in the field
not go back to get his clothes.

19“But woe to those who are

24:20
f Sabbath: v. 20;

Matt. 28:1.
(Gen. 2:3; Matt.
12:1, note)

24:21
g Tribulation (the

great): vv. 21-
22,29; Mark
13:19. (Ps. 2:5;
Rev. 7:14, note)

24:22
h Election (corpo-

rate): v. 22;
Matt. 24:24.
(Deut. 7:6; 1 Pet.
5:13, note)

24:24
i Antichrist: vv.

23-24; John
5:43. (Matt.
24:5; Rev.
13:11, note)

24:14
a Gospel: v. 14;

Matt. 26:13.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

b Kingdom (NT):
v. 14; Matt.
24:30. (Matt.
2:2; 1 Cor.
15:24, note)

24:15
c The Beast: v.

15; Mark 13:14.
(Dan. 7:8; Rev.
19:20, note)

d Inspiration: v.
15; Matt. 24:37.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

e Sanctification
(NT): v. 15;
Matt. 25:31.
(Matt. 4:5; Rev.
22:11, note)
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*24:15 Daniel 11:31; 12:11

24:13 saved. The reference is not to the salvation of the
soul of the believer who endures persecution, but to his de-
liverance by the Lord’s return.

24:14 world. Greek oikoumenē. See Luke 2:1, note.

Daniel: God’s judge. A young man from Judah who
was taken to Babylon as a captive. He served the king
but remained faithful to God and was His prophet.

24:16 Compare Luke 21:20–24. The passage in Luke

refers in express terms to a destruction of Jerusalem which
was fulfilled by Titus in A.D. 70; the passage in Matthew
alludes to a future crisis in Jerusalem after the manifestation
of the “abomination.” See Beast (Dan. 7:8; Rev. 19:20,
note); and Armageddon (Rev. 16:13–16; 19:17, note). As
the circumstances in both cases will be similar, so are the
warnings. In the former case Jerusalem was destroyed; in
the latter it will be delivered by divine interposition.

24:21 world. Gk. kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.

24:3 THE TWOFOLD QUESTION

Chapter 24, with Luke 21:20–24, answers the twofold question. The order is as follows: “When will these things
be?”—that is, destruction of the temple and city. The answer is in Luke 21:20,24. The remainder of Matt. 24:3 really
constitutes a single question: “And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” The answer is in
vv. 4–33. Verses 4–14 have a double interpretation: They give (1) the character of the age—wars, international unrest,
famines, pestilences, persecutions, and false Christs (compare Dan. 9:26). This is not the description of a converted
world. But (2) the same answer applies in a specific way to the end of the age, that is, Daniel’s seventieth week (see
Dan. 9:24, note). All that has characterized the age gathers into awful intensity at the end. Verse 14 has specific ref-
erence to the proclamation of the good news that the kingdom is again “at hand” (Rev. 14:6–7; see Rom. 11:5, note).
Verse 15 gives the sign of the abomination (see Dan. 9:24, note)—the man of sin, or beast (2 Thess. 2:3–8; compare
Dan. 9:27; 12:11; Rev. 13:4–7).

This introduces the great tribulation (Ps. 2:5; see Rev. 7:14, note), which runs its awful course of three and a half
years, culminating in the battle of Rev. 19:19–21 (see Rev. 19:19, note), at which time Christ becomes the Striking
Stone of Dan. 2:34. The detail of this period (vv. 15–28) is: 

(1) the abomination in the holy place (v. 15), causing sacrifice to cease; 
(2) the warning (vv. 16–20) to believing Jews who will then be in Judea;
(3) the great tribulation, with renewed warning about false Christs (vv. 21–26);
(4) the sudden striking of the Gentile world power (vv. 27–28);
(5) the glorious appearing of the Lord, visible to all nations, and the regathering of Israel (vv. 29–31); 
(6) the sign of the fig tree (vv. 32–33); and 
(7) warnings, applicable to this present age over which these events are ever impending (vv. 34–51; compare Phil.

4:5). Careful study of Dan. 2; 7; 9; and Rev. 13 will make the interpretation clear. See, also, Remnant (Is. 1:9; Rom.
11:5, note).



signs and wonders to deceive, if
possible, even the aelect.

25“See, I have told you before-
hand.

26“Therefore if they say to you,
‘Look, He is in the desert!’ do not
go out; or ‘Look, He is in the inner
rooms!’ do not believe it.

27“For as the b lightning comes
from the east and flashes to the
west, so also will the ccoming of the
dSon of Man be.

28“For wherever the ecarcass is,
there the eagles will be gathered to-
gether.

The King’s return to earth
at the close of the tribulation

(Mark 13:24–27; Luke 21:29–33)
29“Immediately after the tribula-

tion of fthose days the sun will be
darkened, and the moon will not
give its light; the stars will fall from
heaven, and the powers of the heav-
ens will be shaken.

30“Then the sign of the gSon of
Man will appear in heaven, and
then all the tribes of the earth will
hmourn, and they will see the Son
of Man ccoming on the iclouds of
heaven with power and great jglory.

31“And He will send His kangels
with a great sound of a trumpet, and
they lwill gather together His aelect
from the four winds, from one end
of heaven to the other.

Parable of the fig tree
(Mark 13:28–31; Luke 21:29–33)
32“Now learn this mparable from

the fig tree: When its branch has al-
ready become tender and puts forth
leaves, you know that summer is
near.

33“So you also, when you see all
these things, know that it is near—
at the doors!
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note
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34“Assuredly, I say to you, nthis

generation will by no means pass
away till all these things take place.

35o“Heaven and earth will pass
away, but My words will by no
means pass away.

Watchfulness enjoined
(Mark 13:32–37; Luke 21:34–36)
36“But of cthat fday and hour no

one pknows, not even the qangels of
heaven,* but My Father only.

37“But as the rdays of Noah were,
so also will the ccoming of the sSon
of Man be.

38“For as in the days before the
flood, they were eating and drink-
ing, marrying and giving in mar-
riage, until the day that Noah en-
tered the ark,

39“and did not know until the
flood came and took them all away,
so also will the ccoming of the tSon
of Man be.

40“Then two men will be in the
field: one will be taken and the oth-
er left.

41“Two women will be grinding at
the mill: one will be taken and the
other left.

42u“Watch therefore, for you do
vnot know what hour* your Lord is
ccoming.

43“But know this, that if the mas-
ter of the house had known what
hour the thief would come, he
would have watched and not al-
lowed his house to be broken into.

44“Therefore you also be wready,
for the xSon of Man is ccoming at
an hour you do not expect.

45“Who then is a faithful and
wise servant, whom his master
made ruler over his household, to
give them yfood in due season?
*24:36 NU-Text adds nor the Son. *24:42 NU-
Text reads day.

24:28 The meaning of this somewhat puzzling verse is
illuminated in the final dialogue between God and Job (Job
39:27–30). The spiritual application here is that, where
moral corruption exists, divine judgment falls.

24:33 it. Or He. Compare 1 Thess. 5:1–5.
24:34 generation. The word “generation” (Greek ge-

nea), though commonly used in Scripture of those living at
one time, could not here mean those alive at the time of
Christ, as none of “these things”—that is, the worldwide
preaching of the kingdom, the tribulation, the return of the

Lord in visible glory, and the regathering of the elect—oc-
curred then. The expression “this generation” here (1) may
mean that the future generation which will endure the
tribulation and see the signs, will also see the consumma-
tion, the return of the Lord; or (2) it may be used in the
sense of race or family, meaning that the nation or family of
Israel will be preserved “till all these things take place,” a
promise wonderfully fulfilled to this day.

24:45 faithful. Compare Luke 12:42–48; 1 Cor. 4:2.
The Lord commends faithfulness rather than ability.



11“Afterward the other virgins
came also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord,
lopen to us!’

12“But he answered and said, ‘As-
suredly, I say to you, I do mnot know
you.’

13n“Watch therefore, for you
oknow neither the day nor the hour*

in which the pSon of Man is qcoming.

The parable of the talents
14“For the rkingdom of heaven is

like a man traveling to a far country,
who called his own servants and de-
livered his goods to them.

15“And to one he gave five stal-
ents, to another two, and to another
one, to each according to his own
ability; and immediately he went on
a journey.

16“Then he who had received the
five talents went and ttraded with
them, and made another five tal-
ents.

17“And likewise he who had re-
ceived two gained two more also.

18“But he who had received one
went and dug in the ground, and
uhid his lord’s money.

19“After a long time the lord of
those servants came and vsettled ac-
counts with them.

20“So he who had received five
wtalents came and brought five oth-
er talents, saying, ‘Lord, you deliv-
ered to me five talents; look, I have
gained five more talents besides
them.’

21“His lord said to him, ‘Well
done, good and faithful servant; you
were xfaithful over a few things, I
will ymake you ruler over many
things. Enter into the z joy of your
lord.’

22“He also who had received two
aatalents came and said, ‘Lord, you
delivered to me two talents; look, I
have gained two more talents be-
sides them.’

46“Blessed is that servant whom
his master, when he acomes, will
find so doing.

47“Assuredly, I say to you that he
will bmake him ruler over all his
goods.

48“But if that evil servant says in
his heart, ‘My master is cdelaying
his dcoming,’*

49“and begins to beat his fellow
servants, and to eat and drink with
the drunkards,

50“the master of that servant will
ecome on a day when he is not look-
ing for him and at an hour that he is
fnot aware of,

51“and will cut him in two and
gappoint him his portion with the
hypocrites. There shall be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.

The parable of the ten virgins

25“THEN the hkingdom of
heaven shall be i likened to

ten virgins who took their lamps and
went out to meet the bridegroom.

2“Now five of them were wise,
and five were foolish.

3“Those who were foolish took
their lamps and took no oil with
them,

4“but the wise took oil in their
vessels with their lamps.

5“But while the bridegroom was
delayed, they all slumbered and
slept.

6“And at midnight a cry was
heard: ‘Behold, the bridegroom is
coming;* go out to meet him!’

7“Then all those virgins arose and
jtrimmed their lamps.

8“And the foolish said to the
wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for
our lamps are going out.’

9“But the wise answered, saying,
‘No, lest there should not be enough
for us and you; but go rather to those
who sell, and buy for yourselves.’

10“And while they went to buy,
the bridegroom kcame, and those
who were ready went in with him to
the wedding; and the door was shut.

25:11
l Luke 13:25-30

25:12
m Matt. 7:21-23

25:13
n Mark 13:35;

1 Thess. 5:6

o Matt. 24:36,42

p See Matt. 8:20,
note

q Christ (second
advent): vv. 10-
13; Matt. 25:31.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

25:14
r See Matt. 3:2,

note

25:15
s See Coinage

(NT), Matt. 5:26,
note

25:16
t Cp. Eph. 5:16;

1 Tim. 4:12;
2 Pet. 1:5-8

25:18
u Cp. Prov. 26:15;

1 Pet. 4:10;
2 Pet. 1:9-12

25:19
v Cp. Rom. 14:10-

12; 1 Cor. 3:9-
17; 2 Cor. 5:10

25:20
w See Coinage

(NT), Matt. 5:26,
note

25:21
x Luke 16:10;

1 Cor. 4:2;
2 Tim. 4:7-8

y Rewards: vv.
21-23; Matt.
25:28. (Dan
12:3; 1 Cor.
3:14, note)

z Ps. 16:11; John
15:10-11; cp.
Zeph. 3:17;
Heb. 12:1-2

25:22
aa See Coinage

(NT), Matt.
5:26, note

24:46
a Christ (second

advent): vv. 36-
50; Matt. 24:48.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

24:47
b Rewards: v. 47;

Matt. 25:21.
(Dan. 12:3;
1 Cor. 3:14,
note)

24:48
c 2 Pet. 3:4-9; cp.

Heb. 10:37;
Rev. 22:7,12,20

d Christ (second
advent): vv. 36-
50; Matt. 25:10.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

24:50
e Christ (second

advent): vv. 36-
50; Matt. 25:10.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

f Mark 13:32

24:51
g Judgments (the

seven): v. 51;
Matt. 25:28.
(2 Sam. 7:14;
Rev. 20:12,
note). Matt.
7:21-23; 25:3-
12; 2 Pet. 2:20-
22

25:1
h Kingdom (NT):

vv. 1-46; Matt.
26:29. (Matt.
2:2; 1 Cor.
15:24, note)

i Parables (NT):
vv. 1-30; Mark
2:21. (Matt.
5:13; Luke
21:29, note)

25:7
j Cp. Luke 12:35

25:10
k Christ (second

advent): vv. 10-
13; Matt. 25:13.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

1348 MATTHEW 24:46—25:22

*24:48 NU-Text omits his coming. *25:6 NU-
Text omits is coming. *25:13 NU-Text omits
the rest of this verse.

25:1 This part of the Olivet Discourse goes beyond the
“sign” questions of the disciples (24:3) and presents our
Lord’s return in three aspects: (1) as testing profession, vv.
1–13; (2) as testing service, vv. 14–30; and (3) as testing
individual Gentiles, vv. 31–46. bridegroom. Syriac and

Vulgate add and the bride.
25:10 wedding. Or marriage feast.
25:21 Well done. The same commendation is gained

by the servant with two talents (v. 23) as by the one with
five talents, because both were equally faithful.



23“His lord said to him, ‘Well
done, good and faithful servant; you
have been faithful over a few things,
I will amake you ruler over many
things. Enter into the b joy of your
lord.’

24“Then he who had received the
one ctalent came and said, ‘Lord, I
knew you to be a dhard man, reap-
ing where you have not sown, and
gathering where you have not scat-
tered seed.

25‘And I was afraid, and went and
hid your talent in the ground. Look,
there you have what is yours.’

26“But his lord answered and said
to him, ‘You ewicked and lazy ser-
vant, you knew that I reap where I
have not sown, and gather where I
have not scattered seed.

27‘So you ought to have deposited
my money with the bankers, and at
my coming I would have received
back my own with interest.

28 f‘Therefore take the talent from
him, and agive it to him who has
ten talents.

29‘For to everyone who ghas,
more will be agiven, and he will
have abundance; but from him who
does not have, even what he has
will be ftaken away.

30‘And fcast the unprofitable ser-
vant into the outer darkness.

25:31
j See Matt. 8:20,

note

k Christ (second
advent): v. 31;
Matt. 26:64.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

l Sanctification
(NT): v. 31;
Matt. 27:53.
(Matt. 4:5; Rev.
22:11, note)

m See Heb. 1:4,
note

n Day (of the
LORD): vv. 31-
46; Matt. 26:29.
(Ps. 2:9; Rev.
19:20, note)

o See Matt. 3:2,
note

25:33
p Ps. 79:13;

100:3; John
10:11,27-28;
cp. Zech. 10:3

25:34
q See Matt. 3:2,

note

25:35
r Matt. 4:2; 21:18

25:37
s See Rom. 10:10,

note

25:23
a Rewards: vv.

21-23,28-29,34-
40; Mark 9:41.
(Dan 12:3;
1 Cor. 3:14,
note)

b Ps. 16:11; John
15:10-11; cp.
Zeph. 3:17;
Heb. 12:1-2

25:24
c See Coinage

(NT), Matt. 5:26,
note

d Jude 15; cp.
Matt. 20:11-12

25:26
e Matt. 18:32;

Luke 19:22; cp.
Matt. 24:48-50

25:28
f Judgments (the

seven): vv. 28-
30; Matt. 25:41.
(2 Sam. 7:14;
Rev. 20:12,
note)

25:29
g Matt. 13:12;

Mark 4:25; Luke
8:18; 19:26;
John 15:2

25:30
h Matt. 7:23;

8:12; 24:51

i Ps. 112:10

MATTHEW 25:23–37 1349
hThere will be weeping and ignash-
ing of teeth.’

Judgment of individual Gentiles
at Christ’s return to earth

31“When the jSon of Man kcomes
in His glory, and all the lholy* man-
gels with Him, nthen He will sit on
the throne of His oglory.

32“All the nations will be gath-
ered before Him, and He will sepa-
rate them one from another, as a
shepherd divides his sheep from the
goats.

33“And He will set the psheep on
His right hand, but the goats on the
left.

34“Then the King will say to
those on His right hand, ‘Come, you
blessed of My Father, a inherit the
qkingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world:

35‘for I was rhungry and you gave
Me food; I was thirsty and you gave
Me drink; I was a stranger and you
took Me in;

36‘I was naked and you clothed
Me; I was sick and you visited Me;
I was in prison and you came to
Me.’

37“Then the srighteous will an-
swer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did
*25:31 NU-Text omits holy.

25:34 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.

25:32 THE JUDGMENT OF INDIVIDUAL GENTILES

This judgment of individual Gentiles is to be distinguished from other judgments in Scripture, such as the judgment of
the Church (2 Cor. 5:10–11), the judgment of Israel (Ezek. 20:33–38), and the judgment of the wicked after the mil-
lennium (Rev. 20:11–15). 

The time of this judgment is “when the Son of Man comes in His glory,” that is, at the second coming of Christ af-
ter the tribulation. The subjects of this judgment are “all the nations,” that is, all Gentiles (Greek ethnē) then living on
earth. Three classes of individuals are mentioned: 

(1) sheep, saved Gentiles; 
(2) goats, unsaved Gentiles; and 
(3) brethren, the people of Israel. 
The scene is on earth; no books are opened; it deals with the living rather than with those translated or raised from

the dead. The test of this judgment is the treatment by individual Gentiles of those whom Christ calls “My brethren”
living in the preceding tribulation period when Israel is fearfully persecuted (compare Gen. 12:3).

The good works mentioned are the proof but not the ground of faith and salvation. The fact that the righteous and
the unrighteous are still mingled and require separation after the establishment of Christ’s throne on earth makes evi-
dent that no rapture, that is, translation of the saints, could have taken place at the time of Christ’s coming to the earth
after the tribulation. In such a case the separation here described would have already occurred before the establish-
ment of the throne. The sheep are Gentiles saved on earth during the period between the rapture and Christ’s second
coming to the earth. For the other six important judgments see John 12:31, note; 1 Cor. 11:31, note; 2 Cor. 5:10, note;
Ezek. 20:37, note; Jude 6, note; and Rev. 20:12, note.



nscribes,* and the elders of the peo-
ple assembled at the palace of the
high priest, who was called Caia-
phas,

4and oplotted to take Jesus by
trickery and kill Him.

5But they said, “Not during the
feast, lest there be an uproar among
the ppeople.”

Jesus anointed for His burial
by Mary of Bethany

(Mark 14:3–9; John 12:1–8)
6And when Jesus was in Bethany

at the house of Simon the qleper,
7a woman came to Him having an

alabaster flask of very costly fragrant
oil, and she poured it on His head as
He sat at the table.

8But when His disciples saw it,
they were indignant, saying, “Why
this waste?

9“For this fragrant oil might have
been sold for much and given to the
poor.”

10But when Jesus was aware of it,
He said to them, “Why do you trou-
ble the woman? For she has done a
good work for Me.

11“For you have the poor with
ryou always, but sMe you do not
have always.

12“For in pouring this fragrant oil
on My body, she did it for My 
tburial.

13“Assuredly, I say to you, wher-
ever this ugospel is preached in the
whole world, what this woman has
done will also be told as a memorial
to her.”

Judas agrees to betray Jesus
(Mark 14:10–11; Luke 22:3–6)

14Then one of the twelve, called
Judas Iscariot, went to the chief
priests

15and said, “What are you willing
to give me if I vdeliver Him to you?”
And they counted out to him thirty
wpieces of silver.

we see You hungry and feed You, or
thirsty and give You drink?

38‘When did we see You a
stranger and take You in, or naked
and clothe You?

39‘Or when did we see You sick,
or in prison, and come to You?’

40“And the King will answer and
say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you,
inasmuch as you did it to one of the
least of these My brethren, you adid
it to Me.’

41“Then He will also say to those
on the left hand, b‘Depart from Me,
you cursed, into the everlasting fire
prepared for the cdevil and his dan-
gels:

42‘for eI was hungry and you gave
Me no food; I was thirsty and you
gave Me no drink;

43‘I was a stranger and you did
not take Me in, naked and you did
not clothe Me, sick and in prison
and you did not visit Me.’

44“Then they also will answer
Him,* saying, ‘Lord, when did we
see You hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or naked or sick or in
prison, and did not fminister to
You?’

45“Then He will answer them,
saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you,
ginasmuch as you did not do it to
one of the least of these, you did not
do it to Me.’

46“And these will go away hinto
everlasting ipunishment, but the
jrighteous into keternal life.”

VII. The Death and Resurrection
of the King, 26—28

Jewish authorities plot death
of Jesus (Mark 14:1–2; Luke 22:1–2)

26NOW it came to pass, when
Jesus had finished all these

sayings, that He said to His disci-
ples,

2“You know that after two days is
the lPassover, and the mSon of Man
will be delivered up to be crucified.”

3Then the chief priests, the

26:3
n See Matt. 2:4,

note

26:4
o John 11:47; Acts

4:25-28

26:5
p Matt. 21:26

26:6
q Matt. 8:2; cp.

Luke 15:2

26:11
r Deut. 15:11

s Luke 5:34-35;
John 14:19;
16:28

26:12
t John 19:38-42;

cp. Mark 16:1

26:13
u Gospel: v. 13;

Matt. 26:55.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

26:15
v vv. 47-50; cp.

John 11:57

w Matt. 27:3; cp.
Zech. 11:12-13;
see Coinage
(NT), Matt. 5:26,
note
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a Matt. 10:40-42;

Mark 9:41; cp.
Heb. 6:10

25:41
b Judgments (the

seven): vv. 41-
46; Matt. 25:46.
(2 Sam. 7:14;
Rev. 20:12,
note)

c Satan: v. 41;
Mark 1:13.
(Gen. 3:1; Rev.
20:10, note)

d See Heb. 1:4,
note

25:42
e vv. 35,44

25:44
f Cp. Luke 8:3

25:45
g Prov. 14:31; cp.

Zech. 2:8; Acts
9:2,4-5

25:46
h Judgments (the

seven): vv. 41-
46; Luke 14:14.
(2 Sam. 7:14;
Rev. 20:12,
note)

i Day (of destruc-
tion): v. 46;
Luke 21:22. (Job
21:30; Rev.
20:11, note)

j See Rom. 10:10,
note

k Life (eternal): v.
46; Mark 10:17.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

26:2
l See Ex. 12:11,

note

m See Matt. 8:20,
note

1350 MATTHEW 25:38—26:15

*25:44 NU-Text and M-Text omit Him.
*26:3 NU-Text omits the scribes.

26:7 woman. That is, Mary of Bethany. Mark 16:9. on
His head. Compare John 12:3. The ordinary anointing of
hospitality and honor was of the feet (Luke 7:38) and
head (Luke 7:46). But Mary of Bethany, who alone of our
Lord’s followers had comprehended His thrice-repeated

announcement of His coming death and resurrection, in-
vested the anointing with the deeper meaning of the
preparation of His body for burying.

26:12 for. Literally to prepare Me for.
26:13 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.



16So from that time he sought op-
portunity to betray Him.

Preparation for the Passover
(Mark 14:12–16; Luke 22:7–13)

17Now on the first day of the Feast
of the Unleavened Bread the disci-
ples came to Jesus, saying to Him,
“Where do You want us to prepare
for You to eat the Passover?”

18And He said, “Go into the city
to a certain man, and say to him,
‘The Teacher says, a“My time is at
hand; I will keep the Passover at
your house with My disciples.” ’ ”

19So the disciples did as Jesus had
directed them; and they prepared
the Passover.

The last Passover (Mark 14:17–21;
Luke 22:14–20,24–30;

cp. John 13:1–12)
20When evening had come, He

sat down with the twelve.
21Now as they were eating, He

said, “Assuredly, I say to you, one of
you will bbetray Me.”

22And they were exceedingly sor-
rowful, and each of them began to
say to Him, “Lord, is it I?”

26:24
f Matt. 27:3-5;

Luke 17:1; Acts
1:16-20

g John 6:70-71;
13:21

h John 17:12; Acts
1:25

26:26
i 1 Cor. 10:16

j 1 Pet. 2:24

26:28
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(prophetic): v.
28; Matt. 27:35.
(Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note)

l Covenant (New):
v. 28; Mark
14:24. (Is. 61:8;
Heb. 8:8, note)

m Ex. 24:8

n Forgiveness: v.
28; Mark 2:5.
(Lev. 4:20; Matt.
26:28, note)

o See Rom. 3:23,
note

26:29
p Day (of the

LORD): v. 29;
Mark 13:24. (Ps.
2:9; Rev. 19:19,
note)

26:18
a v. 2; Luke 9:51;

John 12:23;
13:1; 17:1; cp.
John 7:30; 8:20

26:21
b John 6:70-71;

13:21

26:23
c Ps. 41:9; 55:12-

14; John
13:18,26

d John 6:70-71;
13:21

26:24
e Inspiration: v.

24; Matt. 26:31.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note). Cp.
Is. 53

MATTHEW 26:16–29 1351
23He answered and said, “He

who cdipped his hand with Me in
the dish will dbetray Me.

24“The Son of Man indeed goes
just as it is ewritten of Him, but
fwoe to that man by whom the Son
of Man is gbetrayed! hIt would have
been good for that man if he had
not been born.”

25Then Judas, who was betraying
Him, answered and said, “Rabbi, is
it I?” He said to him, “You have said
it.”

The Lord’s Supper instituted
(Mark 14:22–25; Luke 22:17–20;

cp. 1 Cor. 11:23–34; John 13:12–30)
26And as they were eating, Jesus

took ibread, blessed* and broke it,
and gave it to the disciples and said,
“Take, eat; this is My jbody.”

27Then He took the cup, and gave
thanks, and gave it to them, saying,
“Drink from it, all of you.

28“For this is My kblood of the
lnew* mcovenant, which is shed for
many for the nremission of osins.

29“But I say to you, I will not
drink of this fruit of the vine from
now on until that pday when I drink
*26:26 M-Text reads gave thanks for.
*26:28 NU-Text omits new.

26:28 FORGIVENESS, SUMMARY

The Greek word here (also in Acts 10:43; Heb. 9:22)
means to send off or away. And this, throughout Scrip-
ture, is the one fundamental meaning of forgiveness—
to separate the sin from the sinner.

Distinction must be made between divine and hu-
man forgiveness: 

(1) Human forgiveness means the remission of a
penalty deserved, whereas the divine forgiveness, in
type and fulfillment in both OT and NT, always follows
the execution of the penalty. “The priest shall make
atonement for his sin that he has committed, and it shall
be forgiven him” (Lev. 4:35). “This is My blood of the
new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission
[sending away] of sins” (Matt. 26:28). “Without shed-
ding of blood there is no remission” (Heb. 9:22). See
Sacrifice (Gen. 4:4 and Heb. 10:18, notes). The sin of
the justified believer interrupts his fellowship; it is for-
given upon confession, but always on the ground of
Christ’s propitiating sacrifice (1 John 1:6–9; 2:2). And 

(2) human forgiveness rests upon and results from the
divine forgiveness. In many passages this is assumed
rather than stated, but the principle is declared in Matt.
18:32–33; Eph. 4:32.

Judas Iscariot: One of the twelve disciples of Jesus
who betrayed Him.

26:20 ORDER OF EVENTS: 
THE EVENING OF THE PASSOVER

The order of events on this solemn evening appears to
have been: 

(1) Jesus partakes of the Passover with the apostles,
and rebukes their contention (Matt. 26:20; Mark 14:17;
Luke 22:14–16,24–30); 

(2) washes their feet (John 13:1–20); 
(3) identifies Judas as the traitor (Matt. 26:21–25;

Mark 14:18–21; Luke 22:21–23; John 13:21–29);
(4) Judas withdraws, the others profess loyalty (John

13:30–38; compare Matt. 26:31–35; Mark 14:27–31;
Luke 22:31–38);

(5) Jesus institutes the Lord’s Supper (Matt. 26:26–29;
Mark 14:22–25; Luke 22:17–20); 

(6) addresses the eleven in the upper room (John 14); 
(7) again on the way to Gethsemane (John 15—16); 
(8) intercedes with the Father for His own (John 17);

and
(9) agonizes in the garden, is betrayed and arrested

(Matt. 26:30,36–50; Mark 14:26,32–52; Luke 22:39–53;
John 18:1–12).



The first prayer
(Mark 14:35; Luke 22:41–42)

39He went a little farther and fell
on His face, and gprayed, saying,
“O My Father, if it is possible, let
this hcup pass from Me; neverthe-
less, not as I will, ibut as You will.”

The sleeping disciples
(Mark 14:37–40; Luke 22:45–46)
40Then He came to the disciples

and found them sleeping, and said
to Peter, “What? Could you not
watch with Me one hour?

41“Watch and pray, lest you enter
into jtemptation. kThe spirit indeed
is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

The second prayer
(Mark 14:39; Luke 22:44)

42Again, a second time, He went
away and lprayed, saying, “O My
Father, if this cup cannot pass away
from Me unless* I drink it, Your will
be done.”

43And He came and found them
asleep again, for their eyes were
heavy.

The third prayer (Mark 14:41)
44So He left them, went away

again, and mprayed the third time,
saying the same words.

45Then He came to His disciples
and said to them, “Are you still
sleeping and resting? Behold, the
hour is at hand, and the Son of Man
is being nbetrayed into the hands of
osinners.

46“Rise, let us be going. See, My
betrayer is at hand.”

Jesus’ betrayal and arrest
(Mark 14:43–50; Luke 22:47–53;

John 18:3–11)
47And while He was still speaking,

behold, Judas, one of the twelve,
with a great multitude with swords
and clubs, pcame from the chief
priests and elders of the people.

it new with you in My Father’s
akingdom.”

(Here read John 14)

Jesus foretells Peter’s denial
(Mark 14:26–31; Luke 22:31–34;

John 13:31–38)
30And when they had sung a

hymn, they went out to the Mount
of Olives.

31Then Jesus said to them, “All of
you will be made to stumble be-
cause of Me this night, for it is
bwritten:

‘ I will strike the cShepherd,
And the sheep of the flock will

be scattered.’
32“But after I have been draised, I

will go before you to Galilee.”
33Peter answered and said to

Him, “Even if all are made to stum-
ble because of You, I will never be
made to stumble.”

34Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I
say to you that this night, before the
erooster crows, you will deny Me
three times.”

(Here read John 15—17)
35Peter said to Him, “Even if I

have to die with You, I will not deny
You!” And so said all the disciples.

Jesus’ agony in the garden
(Mark 14:32–42; Luke 22:39–46;

John 18:1)
36Then Jesus came with them to a

place called Gethsemane, and said
to the disciples, “Sit here while I go
and pray over there.”

37And He took with Him Peter
and the two sons of Zebedee, and
He began to be sorrowful and
deeply fdistressed.

38Then He said to them, “My soul
is exceedingly sorrowful, even to
death. Stay here and watch with
Me.”
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*26:42 NU-Text reads if this may not pass away
unless.

26:39 cup. The “cup” must be interpreted by our Lord’s
own use of that symbol in speaking of His approaching
sacrificial death (20:22; John 18:11). In view of John
10:17–18, He could have been in no fear of an unwilling
death. The value of the account of the agony in the garden

is in the evidence that it affords that He knew fully what
the agony of the cross would mean when His soul would
be made an offering for sin (Is. 53:10)—the hiding of the
Father’s face. Knowing completely what the cost would be,
He voluntarily paid it.



48Now His betrayer had given
them a sign, saying, “Whomever I
akiss, He is the One; seize Him.”

49Immediately he went up to
Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!”
and bkissed Him.

50But Jesus said to him, c“Friend,
why have you come?” Then they
came and laid hands on Jesus and
took Him.

51And suddenly, one of those who
were with Jesus stretched out his
hand and drew his sword, struck
the servant of the high priest, and
cut off his ear.

52But Jesus said to him, “Put your
sword in its place, for all who take
the dsword will perish* by the
sword.

53“Or do you think that I cannot
now pray to My Father, and He will
provide Me with more than etwelve
legions of fangels?

54“How then could the gScrip-
tures be hfulfilled, that it must hap-
pen thus?”

55In that hour Jesus said to the
multitudes, “Have you come out, as
against a robber, with swords and
clubs to take Me? I sat daily with
you, iteaching in the temple, and
you did not seize Me.

56“But all this was done that the
jScriptures of the prophets might be
k fulfilled.” Then all the disciples
lforsook Him and fled.

Jesus brought before Caiaphas
and Sanhedrin (Mark 14:53–65;

cp. John 18:12,19–24)
57And those who had laid hold of

Jesus led Him away to mCaiaphas
the high priest, where the scribes
and the elders were assembled.

58But nPeter followed Him at a
distance to the high priest’s court-
yard. And he went in and osat with
the servants to see the end.

59Now the chief priests, the el-
ders,* and all the council sought
pfalse testimony against Jesus to put
Him to death,
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60but found none. Even though

many false witnesses came forward,
they found none.* But at last two
false witnesses* came forward

61and said, “This fellow said, ‘I
am able to qdestroy the temple of
God and to build it in three days.’ ”

62And the high priest arose and
said to Him, “Do You answer noth-
ing? What is it these men testify
against You?”

63But Jesus rkept silent. And the
high priest answered and said to
Him, “I sput You under oath by the
living God: Tell us if You are the
Christ, the Son of God!”

64Jesus said to him, “It is as you
said. Nevertheless, I say to you,
hereafter you will see the tSon of
*26:52 M-Text reads die. *26:59 NU-Text
omits the elders. *26:60 NU-Text puts a comma
after but found none, does not capitalize Even, and
omits they found none. * NU-Text omits false
witnesses.

26:50 Friend. Here is one of the most touching things
in the Bible. The Lord still reaches out to Judas in friend-
ship while he is about to betray Him.

26:53 legions. At that time a Roman legion comprised
between 3,000 and 6,000 men.

26:57 ORDER OF EVENTS: 
AFTER CHRIST’S ARREST

The order of events following the arrest of the Lord
Jesus appears to have been: 

(1) The Jewish trial of Jesus, composed of three stages: 
(a) the preliminary hearing before Annas (John

18:12–14,19–24);
(b) the informal trial before Caiaphas and the San-

hedrin, presumably before dawn (Matt. 26:57–68; Mark
14:53–65; Luke 22:54,63–65; John 18:24); and 

(c) the formal trial by the Sanhedrin (Matt. 27:1; Mark
15:1; Luke 22:66–71). 

(2) Associated with (1) but before (3) were Peter’s de-
nials (Matt. 26:58,69–75; Mark 14:54,66–72; Luke
22:54–62; John 18:15–18,25–27) and Judas’ suicide
(Matt. 27:3–10; Acts 1:18–19). 

(3) The Gentile trial of Jesus, composed of three stages: 
(a) Jesus was questioned by Pilate the first time (Matt.

27:2,11–14; Mark 15:1–5; Luke 23:1–5; John 18:28–38); 
(b) Pilate sent Jesus to Herod (Luke 23:6–12); and 
(c) Herod sent Jesus back to Pilate, who released Bar-

abbas (Matt. 27:15–26; Mark 15:6–15; Luke 23:13–25;
John 18:39–40). Then 

(4) Jesus was crowned with thorns and brutally beaten
by the Roman soldiers (Matt. 27:27–30; Mark 15:16–19;
John 19:1–3). 

(5) As Christ was led forth to be crucified, the cross
was laid on Simon (Matt. 27:31–32; Mark 15:20–21;
Luke 23:26). And 

(6) on the way to Golgotha, Jesus warned the weep-
ing women of judgment yet to fall on Jerusalem (Luke
23:27–31). For the order of events at the crucifixion,
see Matt. 27:33, note.



Jesus delivered to Pilate
(Mark 15:1; Luke 23:1; John 18:28)

27WHEN morning came, all
the chief priests and elders

of the people plotted against Jesus
to put Him to death.

2And when they had bound Him,
they led Him away and delivered
Him to Pontius* Pilate the governor.

Judas’ unavailing remorse
(cp. Acts 1:16–19)

3Then Judas, His betrayer, seeing
that He had been condemned, was
remorseful and brought back the
thirty jpieces of silver to the chief
priests and elders,

4saying, “I have ksinned by betray-
ing linnocent blood.” And they said,
“What is that to us? You see to it!”

5Then he threw down the mpieces
of silver in the temple and departed,
and went and nhanged himself.

6But the chief priests took the sil-
ver opieces and said, “It is not law-
ful to put them into the treasury, be-
cause they are the price of blood.”

7And they consulted together and
bought with them the potter’s field,
to bury strangers in.

8Therefore that field has been
pcalled the Field of Blood to this day.

9Then was fulfilled what was
qspoken by Jeremiah the prophet,
saying, “And they took the thirty
rpieces of silver, the value of sHim
who was priced, whom they of the
children of Israel priced,

10“and gave them for the potter’s
field, as the LORD tdirected me.”*

Jesus examined by Pilate
(Mark 15:2–5; Luke 23:2–3;

John 18:29–38)
11Now Jesus stood before the gov-

Man asitting at the right hand of the
Power, and bcoming on the clouds
of heaven.”

65Then the high priest ctore his
clothes, saying, “He has spoken
blasphemy! What further need do
we have of witnesses? Look, now
you have heard His dblasphemy!

66“What do you think?” They an-
swered and said, “He is deserving
of death.”

67Then they espat in His face and
beat Him; and others fstruck Him
with the palms of their hands,

68saying, “Prophesy to us, Christ!
Who is the one who struck You?”

Peter’s three denials
(Mark 14:66–72; Luke 22:55–62;

John 18:15–18,25–27)
69Now Peter sat outside in the

courtyard. And a servant girl came
to him, saying, “You also were with
Jesus of Galilee.”

70But he denied it before them
all, saying, “I do not know what you
are saying.”

71And when he had gone out to
the gateway, another girl saw him
and said to those who were there,
“This fellow also was with Jesus of
Nazareth.”

72But again he denied with an
oath, “I do not know the Man!”

73And a little later those who
stood by came up and said to Peter,
“Surely you also are one of them,
for your gspeech betrays you.”

74Then he began to hcurse and
swear, saying, “I do not know the
Man!” Immediately a rooster
icrowed.

75And Peter remembered the
word of Jesus who had said to him,
“Before the rooster crows, you will
deny Me three times.” So he went
out and wept bitterly.
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1354 MATTHEW 26:65—27:11

*27:2 NU-Text omits Pontius. *27:10 Jeremiah
32:6–9

26:71 girl. Compare v. 69; Mark 14:69; Luke 22:58;
John 18:25. Regarding the alleged discrepancies in these
accounts, it should be said that an excited crowd had gath-
ered, and Peter was interrogated in two places: with the
guards (v. 58), where the first charge was made (v. 69); and
in the gateway (v. 71), where a great number of people
would be gathered. Here the second and third interroga-
tions were made by another girl and by the crowd (vv.
71,73; John 18:25).

27:9 Jeremiah. There may be an allusion to Jer. 18:1–4

and 19:1–3, but the reference is distinctly to Zech. 11:12–
13. A Talmudic tradition states that the prophetic writings
were placed in the canon in this order: Jeremiah, Ezekiel,
Isaiah, etc. Many Hebrew manuscripts follow this order.
Thus Matthew cited the passage as from the roll of the
prophets and by the name of the first book.

Pontius Pilate: armed with a javelin. The governor of
Judea during Christ’s ministry, suffering and death. He
allowed Jesus to be crucified.



ernor. And the governor asked Him,
saying, “Are You the King of the
Jews?” Jesus said to him, a“It is as
you say.”

12And while He was being ac-
cused by the chief priests and el-
ders, He answered bnothing.

13Then Pilate said to Him, “Do
You not hear how many things they
testify against You?”

14But He answered him not one
word, so that the governor mar-
veled greatly.

Jesus or Barabbas? (Mark 15:6–15;
Luke 23:13–25; cp. John 18:38–40)
15Now at the feast the governor

was accustomed to releasing to the
multitude one prisoner whom they
wished.

16And at that time they had a no-
torious prisoner called Barabbas.*

17Therefore, when they had gath-
ered together, Pilate said to them,
“Whom do you want me to release
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to you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is
called Christ?”

18For he knew that they had
handed Him over because of cenvy.

19While he was dsitting on the
judgment seat, his wife sent to him,
saying, “Have nothing to do with
that e just Man, for I have suffered
many things today in a dream be-
cause of Him.”

20But the chief priests and elders
persuaded the multitudes that they
should ask for Barabbas and destroy
Jesus.

21The governor answered and
said to them, f“Which of the two do
you want me to release to you?”
They said, g“Barabbas!”

22Pilate said to them, “What then
shall I do with Jesus who is called
Christ?” They all said to him, “Let
Him be crucified!”

23Then the governor said, h“Why,
what evil has He idone?” But they
cried out all the more, saying, “Let
Him be crucified!”

24When Pilate saw that he could
jnot prevail at all, but rather that a
tumult was rising, he took water
and kwashed his hands before the
multitude, saying, “I am innocent of
the blood of this ljust Person.* You
see to it.”

25And all the people answered
and said, “His mblood be on us and
on our children.”

26Then he released Barabbas to
them; and when he had nscourged
Jesus, he delivered Him to be cruci-
fied.

The King crowned with thorns;
He is then led to the place of
crucifixion (Mark 15:16–23;

Luke 23:26–32; John 19:16–17)
27Then the soldiers of the gover-

nor took Jesus into the Praetorium
and gathered the whole garrison
around Him.

28And they ostripped Him and put
a pscarlet robe on Him.

29When they had twisted a crown
of qthorns, they put it on His head,
*27:16 NU-Text reads Jesus Barabbas.
*27:24 NU-Text omits just.

Barabbas: son of Abba. A robber who was released
instead of Jesus.

27:17 THE LEGAL SYSTEM 
THAT CONDEMNED JESUS

There were two legal systems that condemned Christ:
the Jewish and the Roman, the very two which underlie
modern jurisprudence. The arrest and proceedings un-
der Annas, Caiaphas, and the Sanhedrin were under
Jewish law; those under Pilate and Herod were under
Roman law. 

The Jewish trial was illegal in several particulars: 
(1) The judge was not impartial and did not protect

the accused. There is no evidence that the quorum of
twenty-three judges was present; the judges took part in
the arrest; and they were hostile (Matt. 26:62–63).

(2) The arrest was unlawful because it was carried
out under no formal accusation. 

(3) In criminal trials all sessions had to be started and
carried on only during the day. Night sessions were il-
legal.

(4) A verdict of guilty could not be rendered on the
same day as the conclusion of the trial. It had to be giv-
en on the next day. 

(5) The search for hostile testimony was illegal (Matt.
26:59; Mark 14:56; John 11:53). 

(6) No accused could be convicted on his own evi-
dence, yet they sought replies and admissions from Christ
to condemn Him (Matt. 26:63–66; John 18:19). And 

(7) no valid legal evidence was presented against Him.
After Pilate declared Christ innocent (Matt. 27:24),

his subsequent acts were all contrary to the letter and
spirit of Roman law.



divided His garments, casting lots,*
that it might be fulfilled which was
fspoken by the prophet:

“They divided My ggarments
among them,

And for My clothing they cast
lots.”

36Sitting down, they kept watch
over Him there.

37And they put up over His head
the accusation written against Him:

THIS IS JESUS THE hKING OF 
THE JEWS.

38Then two robbers were icruci-
fied with Him, one on the right and
another on the left.

39And those who passed by blas-
phemed Him, wagging their heads

40and saying, “You who destroy
the temple and build it in three
days, save Yourself! If You are the
Son of God, come down from the
cross.”

41Likewise the chief priests also,
mocking with the scribes and el-
ders,* said,

42“He jsaved others; Himself He
cannot save. If He is the kKing of Is-
rael,* let Him now come down from
the cross, and we will believe Him.*

43“He l trusted in God; let Him
deliver Him now if He will have
Him; for He said, ‘I am the Son of
God.’ ”

44Even the robbers who were
crucified with Him reviled Him
with the same thing.

and a reed in His right hand. And
they bowed the knee before Him
and mocked Him, saying, “Hail,
King of the Jews!”

30Then they aspat on Him, and
took the reed and struck Him on the
head.

31And when they had mocked
Him, they took the robe off Him,
put His own clothes on Him, and
led Him away to be crucified.

32Now as they came out, they
found a man of Cyrene, Simon by
name. Him they compelled to bbear
His cross.

Jesus crucified (Mark 15:22–32;
Luke 23:33–43; John 19:17–24)

33And when they had come to a
place called cGolgotha, that is to
say, Place of a Skull,

34they gave Him dsour* wine min-
gled with gall to drink. But when
He had tasted it, He would not
drink.

35Then they ecrucified Him, and
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1356 MATTHEW 27:30–44

*27:34 NU-Text omits sour. *27:35 NU-Text
and M-Text omit the rest of this verse.
*27:41 M-Text reads with the scribes, the
Pharisees, and the elders. *27:42 NU-Text
reads He is the King of Israel! * NU-Text and M-
Text read we will believe in Him.

27:35 Then. Approximately A.D. 29.
27:37 THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS. Com-

pare Mark 15:26; Luke 23:38; John 19:19. These accounts
supplement but do not contradict each other. No one of
the evangelists quotes the entire inscription. All have “the
King of the Jews.” Matthew and Luke add to this the fur-
ther words, “This is”; Matthew quotes the name “Jesus”;
while John gives the additional words, “of Nazareth.” The
narratives combined give the entire inscription: “This is
[Matthew, Luke] Jesus [Matthew, John] of Nazareth [John]
the King of the Jews” [all].

27:33 ORDER OF EVENTS: 
THE CRUCIFIXION

The order of events at the crucifixion: 
(1) The arrival at Golgotha (v. 33; Mark 15:22; Luke

23:33; John 19:17). 
(2) The offer of the stupefying drink is refused (v. 34;

Mark 15:23). 
(3) Jesus is crucified between two robbers (vv. 35–38;

Mark 15:24–28; Luke 23:33–38; John 19:18). 
(4) He utters the first cry from the cross, “Father, for-

give,” etc. (Luke 23:34). 
(5) The soldiers divide His garments (v. 35; Mark

15:24; Luke 23:34; John 19:23). 
(6) The Jews mock Jesus (vv. 39–43; Mark 15:29–32;

Luke 23:35). 
(7) The robbers revile Him, but one repents and be-

lieves (v. 44; Mark 15:32; Luke 23:39–43). 
(8) The second cry from the cross, “Today you will

be with Me,” etc. (Luke 23:43). 
(9) The third cry, “Woman, behold your son,” etc.

(John 19:26–27). 
(10) The darkness (v. 45; Mark 15:33; Luke 23:44). 
(11) The fourth cry, “My God,” etc. (vv. 46–47; Mark

15:34–36).
(12) The fifth cry, “I thirst!” (John 19:28). 
(13) The sixth cry, “It is finished!” (John 19:30). 
(14) The seventh cry, “Father, into Your hands,” etc.

(Luke 23:46). And 
(15) our Lord dismisses His spirit (v. 50; Mark 15:37;

Luke 23:46; John 19:30).



Jesus’ death fulfills the law
(Mark 15:33–41; Luke 23:44–49;

John 19:30–37; Heb. 9:3–8; 10:19–20)
The dispensation of law ends:

see Acts 2:1, note
45Now from the sixth hour until

the ninth hour there was darkness
over all the land.

46And about the ninth hour Jesus
cried out with a loud voice, asaying,
b“Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” that
is, c“My God, My God, why have
You forsaken Me?”*

47Some of those who stood there,
when they heard that, said, “This
Man is calling for Elijah!”

48Immediately one of them ran
and took a sponge, filled it with
dsour wine and put it on a reed, and
offered it to Him to drink.

49The rest said, “Let Him alone;
let us see if Elijah will come to save
Him.”

50And Jesus cried out again with a
loud voice, and eyielded up His
fspirit.

51Then, gbehold, the veil of the
temple was torn in two from top to
bottom; and the earth quaked, and
the rocks were split,

52and the graves were opened;
and many bodies of the saints who
had fallen asleep hwere raised;

53and coming out of the graves af-
ter His resurrection, they went into
the iholy city and appeared to many.

27:54
j Matt. 14:33; cp.

Matt. 16:16;
John 1:49; 6:69;
Acts 8:37

27:60
k Is. 53:9

27:46
a Bible prayers

(NT): v. 46;
Mark 5:23.
(Matt. 6:9; Luke
11:2, note)

b See Mark 15:35,
note

c Inspiration: v.
46; Matt. 28:20.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

27:48
d v. 48; Ps. 69:21

27:50
e John 10:18;

1 Cor. 15:3

f Acts 5:5,10

27:51
g Cp. Ex. 26:31-

33; 35:12; 40:3

27:52
h Resurrection:

vv. 52-53; Matt.
28:6. (2 Kin.
4:35; 1 Cor.
15:52, note)

27:53
i Sanctification

(NT): v. 53;
Mark 6:20.
(Matt. 4:5; Rev.
22:11, note)
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54So when the centurion and

those with him, who were guarding
Jesus, saw the earthquake and the
things that had happened, they
feared greatly, saying, j“Truly this
was the Son of God!”

55And many women who fol-
lowed Jesus from Galilee, minister-
ing to Him, were there looking on
from afar,

56among whom were Mary Mag-
dalene, Mary the mother of James
and Joses,* and the mother of Zebe-
dee’s sons.

Jesus buried (Mark 15:42–47;
Luke 23:50–56; John 19:38–42)

57Now when evening had come,
there came a rich man from Arima-
thea, named Joseph, who himself
had also become a disciple of Jesus.

58This man went to Pilate and
asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pi-
late commanded the body to be giv-
en to him.

59When Joseph had taken the body,
he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth,

60and laid it in khis new tomb
which he had hewn out of the rock;
and he rolled a large stone against
the door of the tomb, and departed.

61And Mary Magdalene was
there, and the other Mary, sitting
opposite the tomb.
*27:46 Psalm 22:1 *27:56 NU-Text reads
Joseph.

27:45 sixth hour. Noon. See John 19:14, note. ninth
hour. 3 P.M. See John 19:14, note.

27:46 ninth hour. 3 P.M. See John 19:14, note. My God
. . . Psalm 22 is predictive of this terrible cry; Ps. 22:3 gives
the answer to the question.

27:50 yielded up His spirit. The Greek phrases used
here and in John 19:30 are unique in the NT. In fifteen oth-
er Bible verses, “breathed one’s last,” or “yielded up the
spirit,” is used to translate a single Hebrew or Greek word
meaning breathe out or expire. This is true of the descrip-
tion of the death of Jesus in Mark 15:37,39 and Luke 23:46.
But in Matt. 27:50 and John 19:30 alone these expressions
translate Greek phrases of three words, meaning give over
the spirit or deliver up the spirit. The death of Jesus was dif-
ferent from that of any other man. No one could take His
life from Him except as He was willing to permit it (John
10:18). Christ chose to die so that we might live.

27:51 veil. The veil that was torn divided the Holy Place
from the Most Holy Place, into which only the high priest
might enter on the Day of Atonement (see Ex. 26:31, note;
Lev. 16:1–30). The tearing of that veil, which was a type of
the human body of Christ (Heb. 10:20), signified that a

“new and living way” was opened for all believers into the
very presence of God, with no other sacrifice or priesthood
except Christ’s (compare Heb. 9:1–8; 10:19–22).

27:52 graves. Although the graves were opened at the
time of Christ’s death (vv. 50–51), the bodies did not arise
until “after His resurrection” (v. 53). Christ is the firstborn
from among the dead (Col. 1:18; Rev. 1:5) and “the first-
fruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Cor. 15:20). It is
not said that these bodies returned to their graves. The
wave sheaf (Lev. 23:10–12) typifies the resurrection of
Christ, but it would appear from the symbol used that plu-
rality is implied. It was a single “grain of wheat” that fell
into the ground in the crucifixion and entombment of
Christ (John 12:24); it was a sheaf which came forth in res-
urrection. The inference is that these saints went with the
risen Christ into heaven.

27:56 James. Son of Alphaeus. See Matt. 4:21, note.

Mary Magdalene: A woman from the town of Mag-
dala who became a follower of Jesus after He released
her of the demons that possessed her. Jesus appeared
to her first after His resurrection.



gan to dawn, Mary Magdalene and
the other Mary came to see the
tomb.

2And behold, there was a great
earthquake; for an dangel of the
Lord descended from heaven, and
came and rolled back the stone from
the door,* and sat on it.

3eHis countenance was like light-
ning, and his clothing as white as
snow.

4And the guards shook for fear of
him, and became like fdead men.

5But the gangel answered and
said to the women, h“Do not be
afraid, for I know that you seek
Jesus who was crucified.

6“He is not here; for iHe is jrisen,
as He said. Come, see the place
where the Lord lay.

7“And go quickly and tell His dis-
ciples that He is krisen from the
dead, and indeed He is going before
you into lGalilee; there you will see
Him. Behold, I have told you.”

8So they went out quickly from
the tomb with fear and great joy,
and ran to bring His disciples word.

9And as they went to tell His dis-
ciples,* behold, Jesus met them, say-
ing, “Rejoice!” So they came and
held Him by the feet and worshiped
Him.

10Then Jesus said to them, “Do
not be afraid. Go and tell My
mbrethren to go to Galilee, and
there they will see Me.”

The soldiers bribed
11Now while they were going, be-

hold, some of the nguard came into
the city and reported to the chief
priests all the things that had hap-
pened.

12When they had assembled with
the elders and consulted together,
they ogave a large sum of money to
the soldiers,

13saying, “Tell them, ‘His disci-

The tomb sealed and guarded
62On the next day, which fol-

lowed the Day of Preparation, the
chief priests and Pharisees gathered
together to Pilate,

63saying, “Sir, we remember,
while He was still alive, how that
adeceiver said, b‘After three days I
will rise.’

64“Therefore command that the
tomb be made secure until the third
day, lest His disciples come by
night* and steal Him away, and say
to the people, ‘He has risen from
the dead.’ So the last deception will
be worse than the first.”

65Pilate said to them, “You have a
guard; go your way, make it as se-
cure as you know how.”

66So they went and made the
tomb secure, sealing the stone and
setting the guard.

Christ’s resurrection, and events
of that day (cp. Mark 16:1–14;
Luke 24:1–49; John 20:1–23)

28NOW after the cSabbath, as
the first day of the week be-

28:2
d See Judg. 2:1

and Heb. 1:4,
notes

28:3
e Cp. Dan. 10:6;

Rev. 10:1

28:4
f Rev. 1:17

28:5
g v. 2

h Cp. Rom. 8:15;
2 Tim. 1:7

28:6
i Christ (first ad-

vent): vv. 5-6;
Mark 11:9.
(Gen. 3:15; Acts
1:11, note)

j Resurrection:
vv. 1-7; Matt.
28:7. (2 Kin.
4:35; 1 Cor.
15:52, note)

28:7
k Resurrection:

vv. 1-7; Mark
5:42. (2 Kin.
4:35; 1 Cor.
15:52, note)

l Matt. 26:32

28:10
m Ps. 22:22; John

20:17; Heb.
2:11-12

28:11
n Matt. 27:65

28:12
o Cp. Matt. 26:14-

16

27:63
a Cp. 2 Cor. 6:8

b Matt. 12:40;
16:21; 17:23;
20:19; 26:61;
Mark 8:31;
10:34; Luke
9:22; 18:33;
24:6-7; John
2:19

28:1
c Sabbath: v. 1;

Mark 2:23.
(Gen. 2:3; Matt.
12:1, note)

1358 MATTHEW 27:62—28:13

*27:64 NU-Text omits by night. *28:2 NU-
Text omits from the door. *28:9 NU-Text omits
the first clause of this verse.

28:1 after the Sabbath. The Sabbaths end; the first day
begins as a Christian memorial. See Matt. 12:1, note. Com-
pare John 20:19; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2; Rev. 1:10.

28:9 Jesus met them. For the order of our Lord’s post-
resurrection appearances, see John 20:16, note.

28:1 ORDER OF EVENTS: 
RESURRECTION MORNING

Combining the four narratives, the order of events on
the resurrection morning would seem to be as follows: 

(1) In the early morning, the women went to the
tomb of Jesus to anoint His body, even though they did
not know how they could get into the tomb (Mark
16:2–3). There were the three, Mary Magdalene, Mary
(the mother of James, Mark 16:1; Luke 24:10), and Sa-
lome, followed by other women who had accompanied
Jesus from Galilee (Luke 23:55—24:1). 

(2) The three women found the stone had been re-
moved by an angel (Matt. 28:2). 

(3) Mary Magdalene hurried to tell Peter and John,
who ran toward the tomb (John 20:2–4). 

(4) Meanwhile, Mary the mother of James, Salome,
and then the other women arrived at the tomb, entered
it and saw angels who assured them Jesus had risen.
They ran from the tomb in fear and joy to inform His
disciples (Matt. 28:8). 

(5) Peter and John arrived at the tomb, entered, ob-
served, and left (John 20:4–10). 

(6) Mary Magdalene returned to the tomb, stood weep-
ing, and Jesus revealed Himself to her (John 20:11–18). 

(7) As the other women were on their way to tell His
disciples, Jesus appeared to them (Matt. 28:9–10). 

For other post-resurrection appearances of our Lord,
see John 20:16, note.



ples came at night and stole Him
away while we slept.’

14“And if this comes to the gover-
nor’s ears, we will aappease him
and make you secure.”

15So they took the money and did
as they were instructed; and this
saying is commonly reported among
the Jews until this day.

Jesus in Galilee: His great
commission (cp. Mark 16:15–18;

Luke 24:46–48; John 17:18; 20:21;
Acts 1:8; 1 Cor. 15:6)

16Then the eleven disciples went
away into Galilee, to the mountain
which Jesus had appointed for them.

28:19
d Gospel: vv. 19-

20; Mark 1:1.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

e See Acts 8:12,
note

f Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 19; Mark 1:8.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

28:20
g Inspiration: vv.

19-20; Mark 1:2.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

h Matt. 18:20;
Acts 4:31;
18:10; 23:11

28:14
a Cp. Acts 12:19

28:17
b John 20:24-29

28:18
c Dan. 7:13-14;

John 3:35; 5:22;
17:2; 1 Cor.
15:27; Eph.
1:22; Heb. 1:2
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17When they saw Him, they wor-

shiped Him; but some bdoubted.
18And Jesus came and spoke to

them, saying, c“All authority has
been given to Me in heaven and on
earth.

19“Go therefore* and dmake disci-
ples of all the nations, ebaptizing
them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy fSpirit,

20“teaching them to observe all
things gthat I have commanded you;
and lo, I am hwith you always, even
to the end of the age.” Amen.*

*28:19 M-Text omits therefore. *28:20 NU-
Text omits Amen.

28:19 in the name. Or into. 28:20 age. Greek aiōn. See Mark 10:30, note.

28:19 THE TRINITY

In the progress of revelation the one true God appears clearly in the NT as existing in three divine Persons: named here
“the Father,” and “the Son,” and “the Holy Spirit.” Compare also Matt. 3:16–17; 1 Cor. 12:4–6; 2 Cor. 13:14; Eph.
2:18; 4:4–6; 5:18–20; 1 Pet. 1:2; Jude 20–21.

1. Each of these divine Persons possesses His own personal characteristics and is clearly distinguished from the other
Persons (compare John 14:16–17,26; 15:26; 16:7–15). Yet the three Persons are equal in being, power, and glory: each
being called “God” (John 6:27; Heb. 1:8; Acts 5:3–4); each possessing all the divine attributes (James 1:17; Heb. 13:8;
9:14); each performing divine works (John 5:21; Rom. 8:11); and each receiving divine honors (John 5:23; 2 Cor. 13:14).

2. With reference to the order of their activities, the Father is first, the Son is second, and the Holy Spirit is third; the
general formula being as follows: from the Father (1 Cor. 8:6), through the Son (John 3:17), by the Holy Spirit (Eph.
3:5), and to the Father (Eph. 2:18). Even so, however, no one of the Persons acts independently of the other Persons;
there is always mutual concurrence, as our Lord said, “My Father has been working until now, and I have been work-
ing” (John 5:17); and, “The Son can do nothing of Himself” (John 5:19); and again, “I and My Father are one” (John
10:28–30).

3. In the NT revelation of God as a tri-personal Being, there is no retreat from the stern monotheism of the OT (com-
pare Deut. 6:4–5 with Mark 12:29–30 and Rom. 3:30). The three divine Persons are one God, not three gods. It was
necessary in the OT to emphasize first the divine unity in order to guard against polytheistic tendencies. But even in
the OT, read in the light of the NT, a plurality of Persons appears within the one true God (compare Gen. 1:26; Is. 6:8;
48:12 with 48:16).

4. The Trinity of God is confessedly a great mystery, something wholly beyond the possibility of complete expla-
nation. But we can guard against error by holding fast to the facts of divine revelation: that (1) with respect to His Be-
ing or essence, God is one; (2) with respect to His Personality, God is three; and (3) we must neither divide the
essence, nor confuse the Persons. Yet, in spite of its mystery, the doctrine of the divine Trinity has always proved to be
rich in spiritual and practical values.

5. The importance attached to the divine Trinity, in NT revelation, appears in the fact that the doctrine is firmly em-
bedded in two formulas which are constantly repeated in the hearing of the church: (1) the formula of baptism (Matt.
28:19); and (2) the formula of benediction (2 Cor. 13:14).

For names of Deity, see notes at Gen. 1:1; 14:18; 15:2; 17:1; 21:33; Ex. 34:6; 1 Sam. 1:3; Mal. 3:18. Also see notes
at Lord, Matt. 8:2; Word (Logos), John 1:1; Lord (Deity of Christ), John 20:28; Holy Spirit, Acts 2:4.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Mark Christ, the Servant c. A.D. 68

Background
Mark, the author of the Second Gospel, was a native of Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Mary (Acts 12:12); his father
is not known to us. John Mark is not named in the Gospels but appears in The Acts when, with his uncle, Barnabas, he
accompanied Paul on the first missionary journey as far as Perga, where he turned back for reasons that are not given
(Acts 13:13). Rejected by Paul, he went with Barnabas to Cyprus (Acts 15:38–40). During Paul’s later years, however,
Mark was at his side (Colossians 4:10; Philemon 24) and was sent for by Paul shortly before the apostle’s execution
(2 Timothy 4:11). Peter referred to Mark as “my son” (1 Peter 5:13). From the early days of the church, Mark’s Gospel has
been thought to reflect Peter’s view of Christ.

God’s Relationship with Man
Although it is the briefest of the Gospels, Mark’s narrative is often more vivid and detailed than the parallel accounts in
Matthew and Luke—for example the story of the demoniac of Gerasa (5:1–20). Written principally for the Roman world,
this Gospel presents Christ as the Servant of the Lord, sent to accomplish a specific work for God. Therefore, it is a book
of deeds more than words, and contains no long discourses and few parables. In Mark the word “immediately” translates
the Greek euthus on forty occasions, showing the continuous activities of the Servant. As the Servant of the Lord, Christ
fulfills such Messianic prophecies as Isaiah 42:1–21; 49:1–7; 50:4–11; 52:13–53:12; Zechariah 3:8. Because He is pre-
sented as a servant, a genealogy is not needed. An unusual number of passages give insight into the feelings of our Lord
(compare 3:5; 7:34; 10:21). Although Christ is set forth in Mark in His servant character, the strong emphasis upon His
miracles points to His power as the Son of God.

Outline
The Gospel may be divided as follows:

I. The Introduction of the Servant to His Public Ministry 1:1–13
A. Ministry of John the Baptist 1:1–8
B. Baptism of Jesus 1:9–11
C. Temptation of Jesus 1:12–13

II. The Work Accomplished by the Servant 1:14—13:37
A. Public Ministry 1:14—9:1
B. The Transfiguration 9:2–13
C. Further Ministry 9:14—10:52
D. The Triumphal Entry 11:1–11
E. Ministry in Jerusalem 11:12—12:44
F. The Olivet Discourse 13:1–37

III. The Servant’s Obedience unto Death 14:1—15:47
IV. The Resurrection and Ascension of the Victorious Servant 16:1–20

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO

M A R K



I. The Introduction of the Servant
to His Public Ministry, 1:1–13

Ministry of John the Baptist
(Matt. 3:1–12; Luke 3:1–20;

John 1:6–8,15–37)

1THE abeginning of the bgospel
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

2As it is cwritten in the Prophets:

“Behold,d I send My messenger
before Your face,

Who will prepare Your way
before You.”

3“The voice of one crying in the
wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the LORD;
Make His paths straight.’ ”

4John came baptizing in the
wilderness and preaching a ebap-
tism of frepentance for the remis-
sion of gsins.

5Then all the land of Judea, and
those from Jerusalem, went out to
him and were all baptized by him in
the Jordan River, confessing their
hsins.

6Now John was clothed with
camel’s hair and with a leather belt
around his waist, and he ate locusts
and wild honey.

7And he preached, saying, “There
icomes One after me who is mighti-
er than I, whose sandal strap I am
not worthy to stoop down and
loose.

8“I indeed baptized you with wa-
ter, but He will baptize you with the
Holy jSpirit.”

Baptism of Jesus
(Matt. 3:13–17; Luke 3:21–22)

9It came to pass in those days that
Jesus came from Nazareth of Gali-
lee, and was baptized by John in the
Jordan.

10And immediately, coming up
from* the water, He saw the kheav-
ens parting and the Spirit ldescend-
ing upon Him like a dove.

11Then a voice came from heav-
en, “You are My mbeloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased.”

1:13
n Test/Tempt: vv.

12-13; Mark
8:11. (Gen. 3:1;
James 1:14,
note)

o Satan: v. 13;
Mark 3:23.
(Gen. 3:1; Rev.
20:10, note)

1:14
p Gospel: vv. 14-

15; Mark 2:2.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

q Kingdom (NT):
vv. 14-15; Mark
4:11. (Matt. 2:2;
1 Cor. 15:24,
note)

1:15
r See Matt. 4:17,

note

1:17
s Matt. 13:47-48;

cp. Jer. 16:16

1:18
t Cp. Mark 10:28-

30

1:20
u Cp. Matt. 10:37

1:21
v Matt. 4:23; Luke

4:16; 13:10

1:22
w v. 27; Matt.

7:28-29; 13:54

1:1
a Matt. 1:1; 3:13;

Luke 3:21

b Gospel: v. 1;
Mark 1:14.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

1:2
c Inspiration: v.

44; Mark 1:2.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

d Mal. 3:1

1:4
e See Acts 8:12,

note

f Repentance: v.
4; Mark 2:17.
(Matt. 3:2; Acts
17:30, note)

g See Rom. 3:23,
note

1:5
h See Rom. 3:23,

note

1:7
i Acts 13:25

1:8
j Holy Spirit (NT):

vv. 8,10,12;
Mark 3:29.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

1:10
k Ezek. 1:1

l Acts 10:38

1:11
m Matt. 17:5

MARK 1:1–22 1361
Temptation of Jesus

(Matt. 4:1–11; Luke 4:1–13)
12Immediately the Spirit drove

Him into the wilderness.
13And He was there in the wilder-

ness forty days, ntempted by oSatan,
and was with the wild beasts; and
the angels ministered to Him.

II. The Work Accomplished
by the Servant, 1:14—13:37

First tour of Galilee
(Matt. 4:12–17; Luke 4:14)

14Now after John was put in
prison, Jesus came to Galilee,
preaching the pgospel of the qking-
dom* of God,

15and saying, “The time is ful-
filled, and the kingdom of God is rat
hand. Repent, and believe in the
gospel.”

Jesus’ first disciples
(Matt. 4:18–22; Luke 5:1–11;

cp. John 1:35–49)
16And as He walked by the Sea of

Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew
his brother casting a net into the
sea; for they were fishermen.

17Then Jesus said to them, “Fol-
low Me, and I will make you be-
come sfishers of men.”

18They immediately t left their
nets and followed Him.

19When He had gone a little far-
ther from there, He saw James the
son of Zebedee, and John his broth-
er, who also were in the boat mend-
ing their nets.

20And immediately He called
them, and they u left their father
Zebedee in the boat with the hired
servants, and went after Him.

Jesus casts out demons
at Capernaum (Luke 4:31–37)

21Then they went into Caper-
naum, and immediately on the Sab-
bath He entered the vsynagogue and
taught.

22And they were wastonished at
His teaching, for He taught them as
*1:10 NU-Text reads out of. *1:14 NU-Text
omits of the kingdom.

1:2 Prophets. Some manuscripts read, Isaiah, the pro-
phet. Compare v. 3; Is. 40:3.

1:9 came from Nazareth. Approximately A.D. 26.



31So He came and took her by the
hand and lifted her up, and immedi-
ately the fever left her. And she
served them.

Further healing and preaching
(Matt. 8:16–17; Luke 4:40–44)

32At evening, when the sun had
set, they brought to Him hall who
were sick and those who were ide-
mon-possessed.

33And the whole city was gath-
ered together at the door.

34 jThen He healed many who
were sick with various diseases, and
kcast out many ldemons; and He
mdid not allow the demons to
speak, because they knew Him.

35Now in the morning, having
risen a long while before daylight,
He went out and departed to a soli-
tary place; and there He nprayed.

36And Simon and those who were
with Him searched for Him.

37When they found Him, they
said to Him, o“Everyone is plooking
for You.”

38But He said to them, “Let us go
into the next towns, that I may
preach there also, because qfor this
purpose I have come forth.”

39And He was rpreaching in their
synagogues throughout all Galilee,
and scasting out tdemons.

one having authority, and not as the
ascribes.

23Now there was a man in their
synagogue with an bunclean spirit.
And he cried out,

24saying, “Let us alone! cWhat
have we to do with You, Jesus of
Nazareth? Did You come to destroy
us? I dknow who You are—the
eHoly One of God!”

25But Jesus rebuked him, saying,
“Be quiet, and come out of him!”

26And when the unclean spirit
had convulsed him and cried out
with a loud voice, he fcame out of
him.

27Then they were all amazed, so
that they questioned among them-
selves, saying, “What is this? What
new doctrine is this? For with au-
thority* He commands even the un-
clean spirits, and they obey Him.”

28And immediately His g fame
spread throughout all the region
around Galilee.

Peter’s mother-in-law healed
(Matt. 8:14–15; Luke 4:38–39)

29Now as soon as they had come
out of the synagogue, they entered
the house of Simon and Andrew,
with James and John.

30But Simon’s wife’s mother lay
sick with a fever, and they told Him
about her at once.
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*1:27 NU-Text reads What is this? A new doctrine
with authority.

1:16 LISTS OF THE APOSTLES

Matthew 10:2–4 Mark 3:16–19 Luke 6:14–16 Acts 1:13

Simon . . . Peter Simon . . . Peter Simon . . . Peter Peter
Andrew [Simon’s] brother James son of Zebedee Andrew [Simon’s] brother James
James son of Zebedee John the brother of James James John
John son of Zebedee Andrew John Andrew

Philip Philip Philip Philip
Bartholomew Bartholomew Bartholomew Thomas
Thomas Matthew Matthew Bartholomew
Matthew the tax collector Thomas Thomas Matthew

James son of Alphaeus James son of Alphaeus James son of Alphaeus James son of Alphaeus
Thaddaeus Thaddaeus Simon . . . the Zealot Simon the Zealot
Simon the Cananite Simon the Cananite Judas son of James Judas son of James
Judas Iscariot Judas Iscariot Judas Iscariot

Lists of the apostles appear to be grouped in fours: Simon Peter is always first in the first group, Philip in the second
group, and James son of Alphaeus in the third group. Judas Iscariot is always last in the lists in which he appears.



A leper healed
(Matt. 8:2–4; Luke 5:12–14)

40Now a aleper came to Him, im-
ploring Him, kneeling down to Him
and saying to Him, “If You are will-
ing, You bcan make me clean.”

41Then Jesus, moved with ccom-
passion, stretched out His hand and
touched him, and said to him, “I am
willing; be cleansed.”

42As soon as He had spoken, dim-
mediately the leprosy eleft him, and
he was cleansed.

43And He strictly warned him and
sent him away at once,

44and said to him, “See that you
say nothing to anyone; but go your
way, show yourself to the priest,
and offer for your cleansing fthose
things which gMoses hcommanded,
as a testimony to them.”

45However, he went out and be-
gan to proclaim it freely, and to
spread the matter, so that Jesus
could no longer openly enter the
city, but was outside in deserted
places; and they came to Him from
every direction.

A paralytic man healed
(Matt. 9:1–8; Luke 5:17–26)

2AND again He entered Caper-
naum after some days, and it

was heard that He was in the house.
2Immediately* many gathered to-

gether, so that there was no longer
room to receive them, not even
near the door. And He ipreached
the word to them.

3Then they came to Him, bring-
ing a jparalytic who was carried by
four men.

4And when they could not come
near Him because of the crowd,
they uncovered the roof where He
was. So when they had broken
through, they let down the bed on
which the paralytic was lying.

5When Jesus saw their kfaith, He
said to the paralytic, “Son, your
lsins are mforgiven you.”

6And some of the nscribes were
sitting there and reasoning in their
hearts,

7“Why does this Man speak blas-
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phemies like this? Who can oforgive
sins but God alone?”

8But immediately, when Jesus
perceived in His spirit that they rea-
soned thus within themselves, He
said to them, “Why do you reason
about these things in your hearts?

9“Which is easier, to say to the
paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven
you,’ or to say, ‘Arise, take up your
bed and walk’?

10“But that you may know that
the pSon of Man has power on earth
to forgive sins”—He said to the par-
alytic,

11“I say to you, arise, take up
your bed, and go to your house.”

12Immediately he qarose, took up
the bed, and went out in the pres-
ence of them all, so that all were
amazed and rglorified God, saying,
“We never saw anything like this!”

Call of Levi (Matthew)
(Matt. 9:9–15; Luke 5:27–35)

13Then He went out again by the
sea; and all the multitude came to
Him, and He taught them.

14As He passed by, He saw Levi
the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax
office. And He said to him, s“Follow
Me.” So he arose and tfollowed Him.

15Now it happened, as He was
dining in Levi’s house, that many
tax collectors and usinners also sat
together with Jesus and His disci-
ples; for there were many, and they
followed Him.

16And when the vscribes and*

Pharisees saw Him eating with the
tax collectors and sinners, they said
to His disciples, “How is it that He
eats and drinks with tax collectors
and sinners?”

17When Jesus heard it, He said to
them, “Those who are well have no
need of a physician, but those who
are sick. I did not come to call the
wrighteous, but sinners, to xrepen-
tance.”*

18The disciples of John and of the
yPharisees were fasting. Then they
came and said to Him, “Why do the
*2:2 NU-Text omits Immediately. *2:16 NU-
Text reads of the. *2:17 NU-Text omits to
repentance.

2:15 tax collectors. They were Jews employed by the Roman government.



2So they mwatched Him closely,
whether He would nheal him on the
oSabbath, so that they might accuse
Him.

3And He said to the man who had
the withered hand, “Step forward.”

4Then He said to them, “Is it law-
ful on the Sabbath to do good or to
do evil, to save life or to kill?” But
they kept silent.

5And when He had looked
around at them with anger, being
grieved by the phardness of their
hearts, He said to the man, “Stretch
out your hand.” And he stretched it
out, and his hand was qrestored as
whole as the other.*

Many others healed
(Matt. 12:15–16; Luke 6:17–19)

6Then the rPharisees went out
and immediately plotted with the
sHerodians against Him, how they
might destroy Him.

7But Jesus withdrew with His dis-
ciples to the sea. And a great multi-
tude from Galilee followed Him,
and from Judea

8and Jerusalem and Idumea and
beyond the Jordan; and those from
Tyre and Sidon, a great multitude,
when they heard how many things
He was doing, came to Him.

9So He told His disciples that a
small boat should be kept ready for
Him because of the multitude, lest
they should crush Him.

10For He healed tmany, so that as
many as had afflictions pressed
about Him to utouch Him.

11And the unclean spirits, when-
ever they saw Him, fell down before
Him and cried out, vsaying, “You
are the wSon of God.”

12But He sternly xwarned them
that they should not make Him
known.

The twelve chosen
(Matt. 10:1–4; Luke 6:12–16)

13And He went up on the moun-
tain and ycalled to Him those He
Himself wanted. And they came to
Him.

disciples of John and of the Pharisees
fast, but Your disciples do not fast?”

19And Jesus said to them, “Can
the friends of the bridegroom fast
while the abridegroom is with
them? As long as they have the
abridegroom with them they cannot
fast.

20“But the days will come when
the bridegroom will be btaken away
from them, and then they will fast
in those days.

Parable of the cloth and wineskins
(cp. Matt. 9:16–17; Luke 5:36–39)
21“No one csews a piece of un-

shrunk cloth on an old garment; or
else the new piece pulls away from
the old, and the tear is made worse.

22“And no one puts new wine
into old wineskins; or else the new
wine bursts the wineskins, the
wine is spilled, and the wineskins
are ruined. But new wine must be
put into new wineskins.”

Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath
(Matt. 12:1–8; Luke 6:1–5)

23Now it happened that He went
through the grainfields on the dSab-
bath; and as they went His disciples
began to epluck the heads of grain.

24And the fPharisees said to Him,
“Look, why do they do what is gnot
lawful on the Sabbath?”

25But He said to them, “Have you
never read hwhat David did when
he was in need and hungry, he and
those with him:

26“how he went into the house of
God in the days of Abiathar the high
priest, and iate the jshowbread,
which is not lawful to eat except for
the priests, and also gave some to
those who were with him?”

27And He said to them, “The Sab-
bath was made for man, and not
man for the kSabbath.

28“Therefore the lSon of Man is
also Lord of the Sabbath.”

Jesus heals on the Sabbath
(Matt. 12:9–14; Luke 6:6–11)

3AND He entered the synagogue
again, and a man was there who

had a withered hand.
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14Then He appointed twelve,* that
they might be with Him and that He
might send them out to preach,

15and to have apower to heal sick-
nesses and* to cast out bdemons:

16Simon,* to whom He gave the
name cPeter;

17dJames the son of Zebedee and
John the brother of James, to whom
He gave the name Boanerges, that
is, “Sons of Thunder”;

18Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew,
Matthew, Thomas, eJames the son
of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the
Cananite;

19and Judas Iscariot, who also be-
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trayed Him. And they went into a
house.

20Then the multitude came to-
gether again, so that they could not
so much as eat bread.

21But when His fown people
heard about this, they went out to
lay hold of Him, for they said, “He is
gout of His mind.”

The unpardonable sin
(Matt. 12:31–32; Luke 11:14–21)
22And the hscribes who came

*3:14 NU-Text adds whom He also named
apostles. *3:15 NU-Text omits to heal
sicknesses and. *3:16 NU-Text reads and He
appointed the twelve: Simon . . . .

3:15 Observe that there is a distinction between com-
mon sicknesses and demon possession.

3:18 Matthew. Or Levi, Mark 2:14. Thaddaeus. Or Ju-
das, John 14:22.

3:6 RELIGIOUS SECTS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

The Pharisees
This pious religious group consisted of about 6,000 members during the time of Christ. They had two practical oblig-
ations: 1) to observe with great strictness all the ordinances concerning ceremonial purity; 2) to be most scrupulous in
the payment of tithes and other religious dues. They carefully relied on the oral traditions of the rabbis as well as the
Scripture itself to help them interpret their responsibilities. Sometimes they even held tradition above the actual Law.
Their insincerity regarding both purity and tithing was rebuked by Christ.

In doctrinal beliefs, the Pharisees strongly opposed the Sadducees. They believed in the existence of angels and
spirits; expected the resurrection of the dead and a future of reward or penalty; and emphasized God’s sovereign will
to the point of fatalism. They cherished the old theocratic idea, and were naturally opposed to the Herodian and Ro-
man powers. But they were primarily a religious organization, not a political one.

The bad side of the later Pharisees is prominent in the gospel history, but its good side should not be overlooked.
The names of Hillel, his grandson Gamaliel (Acts 5:34) and Paul (Acts 22:3; 23:6; 26:5; Phil.3:5) all of whom were
Pharisees, attests to the fact that this group wanted what was best for the nation, although it sheltered too much of
what was false and bad.

The Sadducees
This religious group was strongly opposed to the Pharisees. The Sadducees adhered to a strict literalism of interpreta-
tion and application of the Law. They set aside the authority of tradition in favor of the letter of the Law and went on
to deny all that Scripture does not plainly and literally teach. They did not believe in rewards and punishments, the
resurrection of the dead or in any angels or spirits. They firmly believed in the free will of man. These doctrinal dif-
ferences led to many disagreements with the Pharisees.

Although this group was small in number they were highly influential; their members were wealthy and held high
positions in society. In the days of the apostles the high priest and his party were of this sect (Acts 4:1; 5:17). They
were less prominent than the Pharisees in their opposition to Christ, though the two sects are both named as trying to
entrap Jesus with questions (Matthew 16:1; 22:34). Christ also warned His disciples of them (Matthew 16:6). After
Christ’s death and resurrection, when it became clear that the doctrine of the new church was Christ being raised from
the dead, the opposition of the Sadducees became more pronounced (Acts 4:1,2; 5:17; 23:6–10).

The Essenes
This religious group believed in striving after purity and sharing all possessions.. In their rigorous observance of the
Sabbath and reverence for the Law they were similar to the Pharisees; in fact, some have described them as exagger-
ated Pharisees. But the Essenes sought an absolute purity—a freedom from the pollution that comes from being in con-
tact with material things, in order that the spirit might find a freer and larger fellowship with the Divine. Thus they
lived a life separate from the world: their settlements were in the country districts, they lived extremely simply, shar-
ing all that they had. They lived highly disciplined lives governed by rigid rules and regulations; they were prone to
secrecy and seclusion. Much of their distinctive doctrine reappears in the later Gnostic heresies.



and the whole multitude was on the
land facing the sea.

2Then He taught them many
things by nparables, and said to
them in His teaching:

3“Listen! Behold, a sower went
out to sow.

4“And it happened, as he sowed,
that some seed fell by the owayside;
and the birds of the air* came and
devoured it.

5“Some fell on pstony ground,
where it did not have much earth;
and immediately it sprang up be-
cause it had no depth of earth.

6“But when the sun was up it was
scorched, and because it had qno
root it withered away.

7“And some seed fell among
thorns; and the rthorns grew up and
choked it, and it yielded no crop.

8“But other seed fell on sgood
ground and yielded a crop that
sprang up, increased and produced:
some thirtyfold, some sixty, and
some a hundred.”

9And He said to them,* “He who
has ears to hear, let him hear!”

10But when He was alone, those
around Him with the twelve asked
Him about the parable.

11And He said to them, “To you it
has been given to tknow the mys-
tery of the ukingdom of God; but to
those who are outside, all things
come in parables,

12“so that

‘Seeing they may see and not
perceive,

And hearing they may hear and
not understand;

Lest they should vturn,
And their sins be wforgiven

them.’ ”*

The parable explained
(Matt. 13:18–23; Luke 8:11–15)

13And He said to them, “Do you
not understand this parable? How
then will you understand all the par-
ables?

down from Jerusalem said, “He has
Beelzebub,” and, “By the aruler of
the bdemons He casts out demons.”

23So He called them to Himself
and said to them in cparables: “How
can dSatan cast out Satan?

24“If a kingdom is divided against
itself, that kingdom cannot stand.

25“And if a house is divided
against itself, that house ecannot
stand.

26“And if fSatan has risen up
against himself, and is divided, he
cannot stand, but has an end.

27“No one can genter a strong
man’s house and plunder his goods,
unless he first binds the strong man.
And then he will plunder his house.

28“Assuredly, I say to you, all
hsins will be iforgiven the sons of
men, and whatever blasphemies
they may utter;

29“but he who blasphemes
against the Holy jSpirit never has
forgiveness, but is subject to eternal
condemnation”—

30because they ksaid, “He has an
unclean spirit.”

The new relationships
(Matt. 12:46–50; Luke 8:19–21)

31Then His brothers and His
mother came, and standing outside
they sent to Him, calling Him.

32And a multitude was sitting
around Him; and they said to Him,
“Look, Your mother and Your broth-
ers* are outside seeking You.”

33But He answered them, saying,
“Who is My mother, or My broth-
ers?”

34And He looked around in a cir-
cle at those who sat about Him, and
said, “Here are My mother and My
lbrothers!

35“For whoever does the mwill of
God is My brother and My sister
and mother.”

The parable of the sower and
the soils (Matt. 13:1–17; Luke 8:4–10)

4AND again He began to teach by
the sea. And a great multitude

was gathered to Him, so that He got
into a boat and sat in it on the sea;
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14“The sower asows the word.
15“And these are the ones by the

bwayside where the word is sown.
When they hear, cSatan comes im-
mediately and takes away the word
that was sown in their hearts.

16“These likewise are the ones
sown on dstony ground who, when
they hear the word, immediately re-
ceive it with gladness;

17“and they have no eroot in
themselves, and so endure only for
a time. Afterward, when tribulation
or persecution arises for the word’s
sake, immediately they stumble.

18“Now these are the ones sown
among f thorns; they are the ones
who hear the word,

19“and the gcares of this world,
the hdeceitfulness of riches, and the
desires for other things entering in
choke the word, and it becomes un-
fruitful.

20“But these are the ones sown
on igood ground, those who hear
the word, accept it, and bear jfruit:
some thirtyfold, some sixty, and
some a hundred.”

Parable of the lamp (cp. Matt. 5:15–
16; Luke 8:16–18; 11:33–36)

21Also He said to them, k“Is a
lamp brought to be put under a bas-
ket or under a bed? Is it not to be
set on a lampstand?

22“For there is nothing hidden
which will not be lrevealed, nor has
anything been kept secret but that it
should come to light.

23“If anyone has ears to hear, let
him hear.”

24Then He said to them, “Take
heed what you hear. With the same
measure you use, it will be mmea-
sured to you; and to you who hear,
more will be given.

25“For whoever nhas, to him
more will be given; but whoever
does not have, even what he has
will be taken away from him.”

Parable of spiritual growth
26And He said, o“The pkingdom

of God is as if a man should scatter
qseed on the ground,

27“and should sleep by night and
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rise by day, and the seed should
sprout and rgrow, he himself does
not know how.

28“For the earth syields crops by
itself: first the blade, then the head,
after that the full grain in the head.

29“But when the grain ripens, im-
mediately he puts in the sickle, be-
cause the tharvest has come.”

Parable of the mustard seed (see
Matt. 13:31–32, note; Luke 13:18–19)

30uThen He said, “To what shall
we liken the kingdom of God? Or
with what parable shall we picture
it?

31“It is like a mustard seed which,
when it is sown on the ground, is
smaller than all the seeds on earth;

32“but when it is sown, it grows
up and vbecomes greater than all
herbs, and shoots out large
branches, so that the wbirds of the
air may nest under its shade.”

33And with many such xparables
He spoke the word to them as they
were yable to hear it.

34But without a parable He did
not speak to them. And when they
were alone, He zexplained all things
to His disciples.

Jesus stills the wind and the sea
(Matt. 8:23–27; Luke 8:22–25)

35On the same day, when evening
had come, He said to them, “Let us
cross over to the other side.”

36Now when they had left the
multitude, they took Him along in
the boat as He was. And other little
boats were also with Him.

37And a aagreat windstorm arose,
and the waves beat into the boat, so
that it was already filling.

38But He was in the stern, asleep
on a pillow. And they awoke Him
and said to Him, bb“Teacher, ccdo
You not care that we are perishing?”

39Then He arose and ddrebuked
the wind, and said to the sea,
ee“Peace, be still!” And the wind
ffceased and there was a great calm.

40But He said to them, “Why are
you so fearful? ggHow is it that you
have no faith?”*

*4:40 NU-Text reads Have you still no faith?

4:19 world. Greek aiōn. See Mark 10:30, note.



to see what it was that had hap-
pened.

15Then they came to Jesus, and
saw the one who had been kdemon-
possessed and had the legion, lsit-
ting and mclothed and in his right
mind. And they were afraid.

16And those who saw it told them
how it happened to him who had
been demon-possessed, and about
the swine.

17Then they began to plead with
Him to ndepart from their region.

18And when He got into the boat,
he who had been demon-possessed
begged Him that he might be with
Him.

19However, Jesus did not permit
him, but said to him, “Go home to
your friends, and tell them what
great things the Lord has done for
you, and how He has had compas-
sion on you.”

20And he departed and began to
oproclaim in Decapolis all that Jesus
had done for him; and all pmar-
veled.

Two miracles of healing
(Matt. 9:18–26; Luke 8:40–56)

21Now when Jesus had crossed
over again by boat to the other side,
a great multitude gathered to Him;
and He was by the sea.

22And behold, one of the qrulers
of the synagogue came, Jairus by
name. And when he saw Him, he
fell at His feet

23and rbegged Him earnestly, say-
ing, “My little daughter lies at the
point of death. Come and slay Your
hands on her, that she may be
healed, and she will live.”

24So Jesus went with him, and a
great multitude followed Him and
thronged Him.

25Now a certain woman had a
tflow of blood for utwelve years,

26and had suffered many things
from many physicians. She had
spent all that she had and was no
better, but rather grew worse.

27When she heard about Jesus,
she came behind Him in the crowd
and vtouched His garment.

41And they feared exceedingly,
and said to one another, a“Who can
this be, that even the wind and the
sea obey Him!”

Jesus casts out demons at Gadara
(Matt. 8:28–34; Luke 8:26–39)

5THEN they came to the other
side of the sea, to the country of

the Gadarenes.*
2And when He had come out of

the boat, immediately there met
Him out of the tombs a man with
an bunclean spirit,

3who had his dwelling among the
tombs; and no one could bind him,*
not even with chains,

4because he had often been
bound with shackles and chains.
And the chains had been pulled
apart by him, and the shackles bro-
ken in pieces; neither could anyone
tame him.

5And always, night and day, he
was in the mountains and in the
tombs, crying out and cutting him-
self with stones.

6When he saw Jesus from afar, he
ran and worshiped Him.

7And he cried out with a loud
voice and said, “What have I to do
with You, Jesus, Son of the Most
High God? I cimplore You by God
that You do not torment me.”

8For He said to him, d“Come out
of the man, unclean spirit!”

9Then He asked him, “What is
your name?” And he answered, say-
ing, “My name is eLegion; for we
are many.”

10Also he begged Him earnestly
that He would not send them out of
the country.

11Now a large herd of fswine was
feeding there near the mountains.

12So all the gdemons begged Him,
saying, “Send us to the swine, that
we may enter them.”

13And at once Jesus* hgave them
permission. Then the unclean spir-
its iwent out and entered the swine
(there were about two thousand);
and the herd ran violently down the
steep place into the sea, and
drowned in the sea.

14So those who fed the swine
jfled, and they told it in the city and
in the country. And they went out
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28For she said, “If only I may touch
His clothes, I shall be made well.”

29Immediately the fountain of her
blood was dried up, and she felt in
her body that she was ahealed of the
affliction.

30And Jesus, immediately know-
ing in Himself that bpower had gone
out of Him, turned around in the
crowd and said, “Who touched My
clothes?”

31But His disciples said to Him,
“You see the multitude thronging
You, and You say, ‘Who touched
Me?’ ”

32And He looked around to see
her who had done this thing.

33But the woman, c fearing and
trembling, knowing what had hap-
pened to her, came and fell down
before Him and told Him the whole
truth.

34And He said to her, “Daughter,
your dfaith has made you well. eGo
in peace, and be healed of your af-
fliction.”

35While He was still speaking,
some came from the ruler of the
synagogue’s house who said, “Your
daughter is dead. Why trouble the
Teacher any further?”

36As soon as Jesus heard the word
that was spoken, He said to the
ruler of the synagogue, “Do not be
afraid; only fbelieve.”

37And He permitted no one to fol-
low Him except Peter, James, and
John the brother of James.

38Then He came to the house of
the ruler of the synagogue, and saw
a tumult and those who gwept and
hwailed loudly.

39When He came in, He said to
them, “Why make this commotion
and weep? The child is inot dead,
but jsleeping.”

40And they ridiculed Him. But
when He had put them all outside,
He took the father and the mother
of the child, and those who were
with Him, and entered where the
child was lying.

41Then He took the child by the
hand, and said to her, “Talitha,
cumi,” which is translated, “Little
girl, I say to you, arise.”

42Immediately the girl karose and
walked, for she was twelve years of
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age. And they were lovercome with
great amazement.

43But He commanded them strict-
ly that mno one should know it, and
said that something should be given
her to eat.

Jesus visits Nazareth
(Matt. 13:54–58; see Luke 4:16, note)

6THEN He went out from there
and came to His own country,

and His disciples followed Him.
2And when the nSabbath had

come, He began to teach in the syn-
agogue. And many hearing Him
were oastonished, saying, “Where
did this Man get these things? And
what wisdom is this which is given
to Him, that such mighty works are
performed by His hands!

3“Is this not the carpenter, the
Son of Mary, and brother of James,
Joses, Judas, and Simon? And are
not His sisters here with us?” So
they were poffended at Him.

4But Jesus said to them, “A
qprophet is not without honor except
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from there, shake off the dust under
your feet as a testimony against
them.* Assuredly, I say to you, it
will be more tolerable for Sodom
and Gomorrah in the iday of judg-
ment than for that city!”

12So they went out and preached
that people should jrepent.

13And they kcast out many
ldemons, and manointed with oil
many who were sick, and nhealed
them.

Murder of John the Baptist
(Matt. 14:1–14; Luke 9:7–9)

14Now King Herod heard of Him,
for His name had become well
known. And he said, “John the Bap-
tist is risen from the dead, and
therefore these powers are at work
in him.”

15Others osaid, “It is Elijah.” And
others said, “It is the pProphet, or*

like one of the prophets.”
16But when Herod heard, he said,

“This is John, whom I beheaded; he
has been raised from the dead!”

17For Herod himself had sent and
laid hold of John, and bound him in
prison for the sake of qHerodias, his
brother qPhilip’s wife; for he had
married her.

18Because John had rsaid to Her-
od, “It is not slawful for you to have
your brother’s wife.”

19Therefore Herodias held it
against him and wanted to kill him,
but she could not;

20for Herod feared John, knowing
that he was a t just and uholy man,
and he protected him. And when he
heard him, he did many things, and
heard him gladly.

21Then an opportune day came
when Herod on his birthday gave a
feast for his nobles, the high offi-
cers, and the chief men of Galilee.

22And when Herodias’ daughter
herself came in and danced, and
pleased Herod and those who sat
with him, the king said to the girl,

in his own country, among his own
relatives, and in his own house.”

5Now He could do no mighty
work there, except that He laid His
hands on a few sick people and
ahealed them.

6And He marveled because of
their bunbelief. Then He went about
the villages in a circuit, cteaching.

The twelve sent forth to preach
and heal (Matt. 10:1–42; Luke 9:1–6)

7And He called the twelve to
Himself, and began to dsend them
out e two by two, and gave them
power over unclean spirits.

8He commanded them to take
nothing for the journey except a
staff—no fbag, no bread, no gcopper
in their money belts—

9but to hwear sandals, and not to
put on two tunics.

10Also He said to them, “In what-
ever place you enter a house, stay
there till you depart from that place.

11“And whoever* will not receive
you nor hear you, when you depart

6:11
i Day (of judg-

ment): v. 11,
Luke 10:12.
(Matt. 10:15;
Rev. 20:11,
note)

6:12
j Repentance: v.

12; Luke 3:3.
(Matt. 3:2; Acts
17:30, note)

6:13
k See Mark 3:15,

note

l See Matt. 7:22,
note

m James 5:14

n Miracles (NT): v.
13; Mark 6:42.
(Matt. 8:3; Acts
28:8, note)

6:15
o Matt. 16:14;

Mark 8:28; Luke
9:19; cp. John
1:21

p Matt. 21:11; see
Luke 24:19,
note

6:17
q See v. 14, note

in left column

6:18
r Cp. 2 Tim. 4:2

s Lev.
18:16,20,21; cp.
1 Cor. 6:9-10;
Heb. 13:4

6:20
t Righteousness

(OT): v. 20;
Luke 1:6. (Gen.
6:9; Luke 2:25,
note)

u Sanctification
(NT): v. 20;
Mark 8:38.
(Matt. 4:5; Rev.
22:11, note)

6:5
a Miracles (NT): v.

5; Mark 6:13.
(Matt. 8:3; Acts
28:8, note)

6:6
b Matt. 17:17,20;

Heb. 3:18-19;
4:2

c Matt. 4:23;
9:35; Luke
4:31,44; 13:22;
Acts 10:38; Eph.
2:17; cp. Is.
61:1-3

6:7
d Matt. 28:19-20;

Mark 3:14

e Eccl. 4:9-10; cp.
Ex. 4:14-16;
Deut. 17:6;
Matt. 18:16;
Rev. 11:3

6:8
f Luke 10:4;

22:35; cp.
1 Cor. 9:14

g Cp. 2 Kin. 12:9-
10

6:9
h Cp. Eph. 6:15

1370 MARK 6:5–22

*6:11 NU-Text reads whatever place. * NU-
Text omits the rest of this verse. *6:15 NU-Text
and M-Text omit or.
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6:14 THE HERODIAN FAMILY

The Herodian family is important in NT history. In addi-
tion to the father, Herod the Great, and his son and suc-
cessor, Archelaus (see Matt. 2:1, note), three other sons
are named in the NT: (1) Herod Antipas (mentioned
here, v. 14ff.; Matt. 14:1; Luke 3:1), tetrarch of Galilee
and Perea (4 B.C. until banished, A.D. 39). (2) Herod Phil-
ip (Boëthos), mentioned here as Philip (v. 17; Matt. 14:3;
Luke 3:19). (3) Another Herod Philip (Luke 3:1), tetrarch
of territory east of Jordan (4 B.C.– A.D. 33).

Two children of another son of Herod the Great,
Aristobulus (a son not included in the NT), are also
named: Herodias (mentioned here, v. 17ff.; Matt. 14:3)
and Herod Agrippa I (Acts 12:1,6,18–24).

It was Herodias, who had been married to her uncle,
Herod Philip (Boëthos) but left him to live with another
uncle, Herod Antipas, whom John the Baptist rebuked
(vv. 14–29; Matt. 14:1–14). Herodias’ daughter is not
named in the NT. She is mentioned only as “Herodias’
daughter” (v. 22ff.; Matt. 14:6–11), but from other
sources it is known that her name was Salome, whose
first husband was her great uncle (the Philip of Luke 3:1).

Others of the Herodian family named in the NT are
three children of Herod Agrippa I: (1) Herod Agrippa II
(Acts 25:13ff.; 26:1,2,27–32); (2) Drusilla (Acts 24:24);
and (3) Bernice (Acts 25:13; 26:30).

Thus it will be observed that two or more names of
each of three successive generations after Herod the
Great are mentioned in the NT.



“Ask me whatever you want, and I
will give it to you.”

23He also swore to her, “Whatev-
er you ask me, I will give you, aup
to half my kingdom.”

24So she went out and said to her
mother, “What shall I ask?” And she
said, “The head of John the Bap-
tist!”

25Immediately she came in with
haste to the king and asked, saying,
“I want you to give me at once the
head of John the Baptist on a plat-
ter.”

6:29
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26And the king was exceedingly

sorry; yet, because of the oaths and
because of those who sat with him,
he did not want to refuse her.

27Immediately the king sent an
executioner and commanded his
head to be brought. And he went
and beheaded him in prison,

28brought his head on a platter,
and gave it to the girl; and the girl
gave it to her mother.

29When his disciples heard of it,
they came and b took away his
corpse and laid it in a tomb.

6:16 RULERS DURING NEW TESTAMENT TIMES

Roman Emperors

27 B.C.–A.D. 14 Augustus
A.D. 14–37 Tiberius
A.D. 37–41 Caligula
A.D. 41–54 Claudius
A.D. 54–68 Nero
A.D. 68–69 Galba; Otho; Vitellius
A.D. 69–79 Vespasian
A.D. 79–81 Titus
A.D. 81–96 Domitian

Herodian Rulers

37–4 B.C. Herod the Great, king of the Jews
4 B.C.–A.D. 6 Archelaus, ethnarch of Judea
4 B.C.–A.D. 39 Herod Antipas, tetrarch of Galilee and Perea
4 B.C.–A.D. 34 Philip, tetrarch of Iturea, Trachonitis, etc.
A.D. 37–44 Herod Agrippa I, from 37 to 44 king over the former 

tetrarchy of Philip, and from 41 to 44 over Judea, Galilee, 
and Perea

A.D. 53–about 100 Herod Agrippa II, king over the former tetrarchy of Philip 
and Lysanias, and from 56 (or 61) over parts of Galilee 
and Perea

Procurators of Judea after the Reign of Archelaus to the Reign of Herod Agrippa I

A.D. 6–8 Coponius
A.D. 9–12 M. Ambivius
A.D. 12–15 Annius Rufus
A.D. 15–26 Valerius Gratus
A.D. 26–36 Pontius Pilate
A.D. 37 Marullus
A.D. 37–41 Herennius Capito

Procurators of Palestine from the Reign of Herod Agrippa I to the Jewish Revolt

A.D. 44–about 46 Cuspius Fadus
A.D. about 46–48 Tiberius Alexander
A.D. 48–52 Ventidius Cumanus
A.D. 52–60 M. Antonius Felix
A.D. 60–62 Porcius Festus
A.D. 62–64 Clodius Albinus
A.D. 64–66 Gessius Florus



the two fish He divided among
them all.

42So they all ate and were nfilled.
43And they took up otwelve bas-

kets full of fragments and of the fish.
44Now those who had eaten the

loaves were about* pfive thousand
men.

Jesus walks on the water
(Matt. 14:22–32; John 6:15–21)

45Immediately He made His disci-
ples get into the boat and go before
Him to the other side, to Bethsaida,
while He sent the multitude away.

46And when He had sent them
away, He qdeparted to the mountain
to pray.

47Now when evening came, the
boat was in the middle of the sea;
and He was alone on the land.

48Then He saw them straining at
rowing, for the wind was ragainst
them. Now about the fourth watch
of the night He scame to them,
twalking on the sea, and would
have passed them by.

49And when they saw Him walk-
ing uon the sea, they supposed it
was a vghost, and cried out;

50for they all saw Him and were
troubled. But immediately He talked
with them and said to them, w“Be of
good cheer! It is I; do not be xafraid.”

51Then He went up into the boat
to them, and the wind yceased. And
they were greatly zamazed in them-
selves beyond measure, and mar-
veled.

52For they had aanot understood
about the loaves, because their
heart was bbhardened.

Jesus heals at Gennesaret
(Matt. 14:34–36)

53When they had crossed over,
they cccame to the land of Gen-
nesaret and anchored there.

54And when they came out of the
boat, immediately the people ddrec-
ognized Him,

55ran through that whole sur-

The apostles return to Jesus
after first preaching tour (Luke 9:10)

30Then the apostles gathered to
Jesus and atold Him all things, both
what they had done and what they
had taught.

31And He said to them, “Come
aside by yourselves to a deserted
place and rest a while.” For there
were many coming and going, and
they did not even have time to eat.

Five thousand fed
(Matt. 14:13–21; Luke 9:10–17;

John 6:5–13)
32So they departed to a deserted

place in the boat by themselves.
33But the multitudes* saw them

departing, and many bknew Him
and ran there on foot from all the
cities. They arrived before them and
came together to Him.

34And Jesus, when He came out,
saw a great multitude and was
moved with ccompassion for them,
because they were like dsheep not
having a shepherd. So He began to
eteach them many things.

35When the day was now far
spent, His disciples came to Him
and said, “This is a deserted place,
and already the hour is late.

36“Send them away, that they may
go into the surrounding country and
villages and buy themselves bread;*
for they have nothing to eat.”

37But He answered and said to
them, “You give them something to
eat.” And they said to Him, f“Shall
we go and buy two hundred gdenar-
ii worth of bread and give them
something to eat?”

38But He said to them, h“How
many loaves do you have? Go and
see.” And when they found out they
said, i“Five, and two fish.”

39Then He jcommanded them to
make them all sit down in groups
on the green grass.

40So they sat down in kranks, in
hundreds and in fifties.

41And when He had taken the
five loaves and the two fish, He
llooked up to heaven, mblessed and
broke the loaves, and gave them to
His disciples to set before them; and
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rounding region, and began to acarry
about on beds those who were sick
to wherever they heard He was.

56Wherever He entered, into vil-
lages, cities, or the country, they
laid the sick in the marketplaces,
and begged Him that they might
just b touch the chem of His gar-
ment. And as many as touched Him
dwere made well.

God’s commandments
versus man’s traditions

(Matt. 15:1–9)

7THEN the ePharisees and some
of the scribes came together to

Him, having come from Jerusalem.
2Now when* they saw some of

His disciples eat bread with defiled,
that is, with funwashed hands, they
gfound fault.

3For the Pharisees and all the
Jews do not eat unless they wash
their hands in a special way, holding
the htradition of the elders.

4When they come from the mar-
ketplace, they do not eat unless they
wash. And there are many other
things which they have received and
hold, like the washing of cups, pitch-
ers, copper vessels, and couches.

5Then the Pharisees and scribes
asked Him, “Why do Your disciples
not walk according to the tradition
of the elders, but eat bread with un-
washed hands?”

6He answered and said to them,
“Well did Isaiah prophesy of you
ihypocrites, as it is jwritten:

‘This people honors Me with
their lips,

But their heart is far from Me.
7 And in vain they worship Me,

Teaching kas doctrines the
commandments of men.’

8“For laying aside the lcommand-
ment of God, you hold the tradition
of men*—the washing of pitchers
and cups, and many other such
things you do.”

9He said to them, “All too well
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you mreject the commandment of
God, that you may keep your tradi-
tion.

10“For Moses nsaid, ‘Honor your
father and your mother’; and, ‘He
who curses father or mother, let
him obe put to death.’

11“But you say, ‘If a man says to
his father or mother, “Whatever
profit you might have received from
me is Corban”—’ (that is, a gift to
God),

12“then you no longer let him do
anything pfor his father or his moth-
er,

13“making the word of God of no
effect through your tradition which
you have handed down. And many
such things you do.”

Diagnosis of the heart of man
(Matt. 15:10–20)

14When He had called all the mul-
titude to Himself, He said to them,
“Hear Me, everyone, and qunder-
stand:

15“There is nothing that renters a
man from outside which can defile
him; but the things which scome
out of him, those are the things that
tdefile a man.

16“If anyone has ears to uhear, let
him hear!”*

17When He had entered a house
away from the crowd, His disciples
asked Him concerning the parable.

18So He said to them, v“Are you
thus without understanding also?
Do you not perceive that whatever
enters a man from outside cannot
defile him,

19“because it does not enter his
heart but his wstomach, and is elim-
inated, thus purifying all foods?”*

20And He said, x“What comes out
of a man, that defiles a man.

21“For from within, out of the
*7:2 NU-Text omits when and they found fault.
*7:8 NU-Text omits the rest of this verse.
*7:16 NU-Text omits this verse. *7:19 NU-Text
ends quotation with eliminated, setting off the final
clause as Mark’s comment that Jesus has declared all
foods clean.

7:5 tradition. The tradition of the elders is what was
called the “oral law,” which was alleged to have been
handed down from Moses. It is actually a traditional inter-
pretation of the written law. Compare v. 7, marg.

7:6 heart. “Man looks at the outward appearance, but

the LORD looks at the heart” (1 Sam. 16:7).
7:11 gift. The sense of the latter part of v. 11 and of v.

12 is: “that is to say, ‘I have dedicated to God that which
would relieve your need.’ No longer do you Pharisees and
scribes let him use it for his father or mother.”



34Then, t looking up to heaven,
He usighed, and said to him, “Eph-
phatha,” that is, v“Be opened.”

35wImmediately his ears were
opened, and the impediment of his
tongue was loosed, and he spoke
plainly.

36Then He commanded them that
they should tell no one; but the
more He commanded them, the
more widely they proclaimed it.

37And they were xastonished be-
yond measure, saying, “He has done
all things well. He ymakes both the
deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”

Four thousand fed (Matt. 15:32–39)

8IN those days, the multitude be-
ing very great and having znoth-

ing to eat, Jesus called His disciples
to Him and said to them,

2“I have aacompassion on the
multitude, because they have now
continued with Me three days and
have nothing to eat.

3“And if I send them away hun-
gry to their own houses, they will
faint on the way; for some of them
have come from afar.”

4Then His disciples answered
Him, bb“How can one satisfy these
people with bread here in the
wilderness?”

5He asked them, “How many
cc loaves do you have?” And they
said, “Seven.”

6So He commanded the multitude
to ddsit down on the ground. And
He took the seven loaves and gave
thanks, broke them and gave them
to His disciples to set before them;
and they set them before the multi-
tude.

7They also had a eefew small fish;
and having blessed them, He said to
set them also before them.

8So they ate and ffwere gg filled,
and they took up seven large bas-
kets of hhleftover fragments.

9Now those who had eaten were
about four thousand. And He sent
them away,

aheart of men, bproceed evil
thoughts, cadulteries, dfornications,
emurders,

22“thefts, fcovetousness, wicked-
ness, gdeceit, hlewdness, an evil
eye, iblasphemy, jpride, foolishness.

23“All these evil things come
from within and defile a man.”

Jesus and the Syro-Phoenician woman
(Matt. 15:21–28)

24From there He arose and went
to the region of Tyre and Sidon.*
And He entered a house and want-
ed no one to know it, but He could
not be khidden.

25For a woman whose young
daughter had an unclean spirit
heard about Him, and she came and
lfell at His feet.

26The woman was a Greek, a
Syro-Phoenician by birth, and she
kept masking Him to cast the nde-
mon out of her daughter.

27But Jesus said to her, “Let the
children be filled first, for it is not
good to take the children’s bread
and throw it to the little dogs.”

28And she answered and said to
Him, “Yes, Lord, yet even the little
dogs under the table eat from the
children’s crumbs.”

29Then He said to her, o“For this
saying go your way; the pdemon has
gone out of your daughter.”

30And when she had come to her
house, she found the demon qgone
out, and her daughter lying on the
bed.

Further healing
(Matt. 15:29–31)

31Again, departing from the re-
gion of Tyre and Sidon, He came
through the midst of the region of
Decapolis to the Sea of Galilee.

32Then they brought to Him one
who was deaf and had an impedi-
ment in his speech, and they begged
Him to put His hand on him.

33And He took him raside from
the multitude, and put His fingers
in his ears, and He sspat and
touched his tongue.
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7:21 Here in vv. 21–23 the Lord Jesus presents, in their
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Symbol of leaven explained
(Matt. 16:1–12)

10immediately got into the boat
with His disciples, and came to the
region of Dalmanutha.

11Then the aPharisees came out
and began to bdispute with Him,
seeking from Him a csign from
heaven, dtesting Him.

12But He esighed deeply in His
spirit, and said, “Why does this gen-
eration seek a sign? Assuredly, I say
to you, fno sign shall be given to
this generation.”

13And He left them, and getting
into the boat again, departed to the
other side.

14Now the disciples* had forgot-
ten to take bread, and they did not
have more than one loaf with them
in the boat.

15Then He charged them, saying,
“Take heed, gbeware of the hleaven
of the iPharisees and the leaven of
Herod.”

16And they reasoned among
themselves, saying, “It is because
we have no bread.”

17But Jesus, being aware of it,
said to them, “Why do you reason
because you have no bread? jDo you
not yet perceive nor understand? Is
your heart still* hardened?

18“Having eyes, do you not see?
And having ears, do you not hear?
And do you not kremember?

19“When I broke the five loaves
for the five thousand, how many
baskets full of fragments did you
take up?” They said to Him,
l“Twelve.”

20“Also, when I broke the seven
for the four thousand, how many
large baskets full of fragments did
you take up?” And they said, m“Sev-
en.”

21So He said to them, “How is it
you do not nunderstand?”
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Blind man healed

22Then He came to Bethsaida; and
they brought a oblind man to Him,
and begged Him to ptouch him.

23So He took the blind man by
the hand and led him out of the
town. And when He had qspit on
his eyes and put His hands on him,
He asked him if he saw anything.

24And he looked up and said, “I
rsee men like trees, walking.”

25Then He put His hands on his
eyes sagain and made him look up.
And he was trestored and saw
everyone uclearly.

26Then He sent him away to his
house, saying, “Neither go into the
town, vnor tell anyone in the
town.”*

Peter’s confession of Christ
(Matt. 16:13–16; Luke 9:18–21)

27Now Jesus and His disciples
went out to the towns of Caesarea
Philippi; and on the road He asked
*8:14 NU-Text and M-Text read they.
*8:17 NU-Text omits still. *8:26 NU-Text reads
“Do not even go into the town.”

8:15 Herod. Herod Antipas. See Mark 6:14, note.
8:23 led him out. Our Lord’s action here is significant.

Having abandoned Bethsaida to judgment (Matt.
11:21–24), He would neither heal in that village nor permit
further testimony to be borne there (v. 26). The probation
of Bethsaida as a community was ended, but He would
still show mercy to individuals. Compare Rev. 3:20. Christ
is outside the door of the Laodicean church, but “If anyone
hears My voice,” etc. Jo
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30Then He strictly warned them
that they should tell no one about
Him.

31And He began to teach them
that the dSon of Man must esuffer
many things, and be frejected by
the elders and chief priests and
gscribes, and be hkilled, and after
three days rise again.

His disciples, saying to them, “Who
do men say that I am?”

28So they answered, a“John the
Baptist; but some say, bElijah; and
others, one of the prophets.”

29He said to them, “But who do
you say that I am?” Peter answered
and said to Him, c“You are the
Christ.”
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9:20; cp. 1 Cor.
12:3; 1 John
5:1,5
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8:25 MIRACLES OF JESUS

Miracles Showing Power Over Disease and Demons

Matthew Mark Luke John
A man with leprosy 8:2–4 1:40–42 5:12–13
A Roman centurion’s paralyzed servant 8:5–13 7:1–10
Peter’s mother-in-law 8:14–15 1:30–31 4:38–39
Two demoniacs from Gadara 8:28–34 5:1–15 8:27–35
A paralyzed man 9:2–7 2:3–12 5:18–25
A woman suffering from hemorrhages 9:20–22 5:25–29 8:43–48
Two blind men 9:27–31
A mute demoniac 9:32–33
A man with a withered hand 12:10–13 3:1–5 6:6–10
A blind and mute demoniac 12:22 11:14
A Cananite woman’s demon-possessed daughter 15:21–28 7:24–30
A young epileptic demoniac 17:14–18 9:17–29 9:38–43
Two blind men 20:29–34 10:46–52 18:35–43
A deaf man with a speech impediment 7:31–37
A man with an unclean spirit 1:23–26 4:33–35
A blind man at Bethsaida 8:22–26
A woman crippled by a spirit 13:11–13
A man with dropsy 14:1–4
Ten men with leprosy 17:11–19
The high priest’s slave 22:50–51
A royal official’s son at Capernaum 4:46–54
A sick man at the pool of Bethesda 5:1–9
A man born blind 9:1–7

Miracles Showing Power Over Nature

Matthew Mark Luke John
Calming the windstorm on the sea 8:23–27 4:37–41 8:22–25
Walking on water 14:25 6:48–51 6:19–21
Feeding more than five thousand 14:15–21 6:35–44 9:12–17 6:5–13
Feeding more than four thousand 15:32–38 8:1–9
A coin in a fish’s mouth 17:24–27
Withering a fig tree 21:18–22 11:12–14,

20–25
Commanding an amazing catch of fish 5:4–11
Turning water into wine 2:1–11
Commanding another catch of fish 21:1–11

Miracles Showing Power Over Death

Matthew Mark Luke John
The daughter of Jairus 9:18–19, 5:22–24, 8:41–42,

23–25 38–42 49–56
The only son of the widow at Nain 7:11–15
Lazarus 11:1–44



32He spoke this word openly.
Then Peter took Him aside and be-
gan to rebuke Him.

33But when He had turned
around and looked at His disciples,
He arebuked Peter, saying, “Get be-
hind Me, bSatan! For you are not
cmindful of the things of God, but
the dthings of men.”

Cost of discipleship
(Matt. 16:24–27; Luke 9:23–26)

34When He had called the people
to Himself, with His disciples also,
He said to them, e“Whoever desires
to come after Me, let him deny him-
self, and take up his cross, and fol-
low Me.

35 f“For whoever desires to save
his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for My sake and the
ggospel’s will save it.

36“For what will it profit a man if
he gains the whole world, and loses
his own soul?

37“Or what will a man give in ex-
change for his soul?

38“For whoever is hashamed of
Me and My words in this adulterous
and sinful generation, of him the
Son of Man also will be iashamed
when He jcomes in the glory of His
Father with the kholy langels.”

The transfiguration
(Matt. 17:1–8; Luke 9:28–36)

9AND He said to them, “Assured-
ly, I say to you that there are

some standing here who will not
taste death till they msee the nking-
dom of God present with power.”

2Now after six days Jesus took Pe-
ter, James, and John, and led them
up on a high mountain apart by
themselves; and He was otransfig-
ured before them.

3His clothes became shining, ex-
ceedingly pwhite, like snow, such as
no launderer on earth can whiten
them.

4And Elijah qappeared to them
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with Moses, and rthey were talking
with Jesus.

5Then Peter answered and said to
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be
here; and let us make three taberna-
cles: one for You, one for Moses,
and one for Elijah”—

6because he did not know what
to say, for they were greatly afraid.

7And a scloud came and over-
shadowed them; and a voice came
out of the cloud, saying, “This is
tMy beloved Son. uHear Him!”

8Suddenly, when they had looked
around, they saw no one anymore,
but vonly Jesus with themselves.

9Now as they came down from
the mountain, He commanded them
that they should tell no one the
things they had seen, till the wSon of
Man had risen from the dead.

10So they kept this word to them-
selves, questioning xwhat the rising
from the dead meant.

11And they asked Him, saying,
“Why do the yscribes say that zEli-
jah must come first?”

12Then He answered and told
them, “Indeed, Elijah is coming first
and restores all things. And how is it
aawritten concerning the Son of Man,
that He must suffer many things and
be bbtreated with contempt?

13“But I say to you that Elijah has
also come, and they did to him
whatever they wished, as it is writ-
ten of him.”

The powerless disciples: 
the mighty Christ

(Matt. 17:14–21; Luke 9:37–42)
14And when He came to the disci-

ples, He saw a great multitude
around them, and scribes disputing
with them.

15Immediately, when they saw
Him, all the people were greatly
amazed, and running to Him, greet-
ed Him.

16And He asked the scribes, “What
are you discussing with them?”

17Then one of the crowd an-

8:36 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.

Moses: saved from the water. The great leader of the
Israelites who led them out of slavery in Egypt to the
Promised Land.

Elijah: my God is Jehovah. The Tishbite who was a
great prophet of the Lord. He performed miracles and
was taken to heaven in a chariot of fire.



and passed through Galilee, and He
did not want anyone to know it.

31For He taught His disciples and
said to them, “The kSon of Man is
being lbetrayed into the hands of
men, and they will mkill Him. And
after He is killed, He will nrise the
third day.”

32But they did onot understand
this saying, and were afraid to ask
Him.

Humility, the secret of greatness
(Matt. 18:1–6; Luke 9:46–48)

33Then He came to Capernaum.
And when He was in the house He
asked them, “What was it you dis-
puted among yourselves on the
road?”

34But they kept silent, for on the
road they had pdisputed among
themselves who would be the
qgreatest.

35And He sat down, called the
twelve, and said to them, “If anyone
desires to be rfirst, he shall be last of
all and sservant of all.”

36Then He took a little tchild and
set him in the midst of them. And
when He had taken him in His
arms, He said to them,

37“Whoever receives one of these
little children in My name ureceives
Me; and whoever receives Me, re-
ceives not Me but Him who sent
Me.”

Sectarianism rebuked (Luke 9:49–50)
38Now John answered Him, say-

ing, “Teacher, we saw someone
who does not follow us casting out
vdemons in Your name, and we for-
bade him because he does not fol-
low us.”

39But Jesus said, “Do not forbid
him, for no one who works a mira-
cle in My name can wsoon after-
ward speak evil of Me.

40“For he who is not against us is
xon our* side.

41“For whoever gives you a ycup
of water to drink in My name, be-
cause you belong to Christ, assured-
ly, I say to you, he will by no means
lose his zreward.

swered and said, “Teacher, I
brought You my son, who has a
mute spirit.

18“And wherever it seizes him, it
throws him down; he foams at the
mouth, gnashes his teeth, and be-
comes rigid. So I spoke to Your dis-
ciples, that they should cast it out,
but they could anot.”

19He answered him and said, “O
bfaithless generation, how long shall
I be with you? How long shall I bear
with you? Bring him to Me.”

20Then they brought him to Him.
And when he saw Him, immediate-
ly the cspirit convulsed him, and he
fell on the ground and wallowed,
foaming at the mouth.

21So He asked his father, “How
long has this been happening to
him?” And he said, “From child-
hood.

22“And often he has thrown him
both into the fire and into the water
to destroy him. But if You can do
anything, have compassion on us
and help us.”

23Jesus said to him, d“If you can
believe,* all things are possible to
him who believes.”

24Immediately the father of the
child cried out and said with tears,
e“Lord, fI believe; ghelp my unbe-
lief!”

25When Jesus saw that the people
came running together, He hre-
buked the unclean spirit, saying to
it: “Deaf and dumb spirit, I com-
mand you, come out of him and en-
ter him no more!”

26Then the spirit cried out, con-
vulsed him greatly, and came out of
him. And he became as one dead,
so that many said, “He is dead.”

27But Jesus took him by the hand
and lifted him up, and he iarose.

28And when He had come into
the house, His disciples asked Him
privately, “Why could we not cast it
out?”

29So He said to them, “This kind
can come out by nothing but jprayer
and fasting.”*

Jesus foretells His death
and resurrection

(Matt. 17:22–23; Luke 9:43–45)
30Then they departed from there
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Jesus’ solemn warning of hell
42“But whoever causes one of

these little ones who believe in Me
to stumble, it would be better for
him if a millstone were hung
around his neck, and he were
thrown into the sea.

43“If your ahand causes you to
sin, cut it off. It is better for you to
enter into life maimed, rather than
having two hands, to go to hell, into
the fire that shall never be
quenched—

44“where

‘Their worm does not die,
And the fire is not quenched.’*

45“And if your foot causes you to
sin, cut it off. It is better for you to
enter life lame, rather than having
two feet, to be cast into hell, into
the fire that shall never be
quenched—

46“where

‘Their worm does not die,
And the fire is not quenched.’*

47“And if your eye causes you to
sin, bpluck it out. It is better for you
to enter the kingdom of God with
one eye, rather than having two
eyes, to be cast into hell fire—

48“where

‘Their cworm does not die,
And the dfire is not quenched.’

49“For everyone will be seasoned
with efire,* and every sacrifice will
be fseasoned with salt.

50“Salt is good, but if the salt
gloses its flavor, how will you sea-
son it? Have hsalt in yourselves, and
have ipeace with one another.”

Jesus teaches concerning divorce
(Matt. 5:31–32; 19:1–9; Luke 16:18;

cp. Rom. 7:1–3; 1 Cor. 7:10–16)

10THEN He arose from there
and came to the region of Ju-

dea by the other side of the Jordan.
And multitudes gathered to Him
again, and as He was accustomed,
He taught them again.

2The jPharisees came and asked
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Him, “Is it lawful for a man to di-
vorce his wife?” ktesting Him.

3And He answered and said to
them, “What did Moses lcommand
you?”

4They said, “Moses permitted a
man to mwrite a certificate of di-
vorce, and to dismiss her.”

5And Jesus answered and said to
them, “Because of the hardness of
your heart he nwrote you this pre-
cept.

6“But from the beginning of the
creation, oGod ‘made them male
and female.’

7 ‘For this reason a man shall
pleave his father and mother and be
joined to his wife,

8‘and the two shall become one
flesh’; so then they are no longer
two, but one flesh.

9“Therefore what God has joined
together, let not man separate.”

10In the house His disciples also
asked Him again about the same
matter.

11So He said to them, “Whoever
divorces his wife and marries anoth-
er commits qadultery against her.

12“And if a woman divorces her
husband and marries another, she
commits adultery.”

Jesus blesses little children
(Matt. 19:13–15; Luke 18:15–17)
13Then they brought little chil-

dren to Him, that He might touch
them; but the disciples rebuked
those who brought them.

14But when Jesus saw it, He was
greatly displeased and said to them,
“Let the little children come to Me,
and do not forbid them; for of such
is the rkingdom of God.

15“Assuredly, I say to you, swho-
ever does not receive the kingdom
of God as a little child will tby no
means enter it.”

16And He took them up in His
arms, laid His hands on them, and
blessed them.
*9:44 NU-Text omits this verse. *9:46 NU-Text
omits the last clause of verse 45 and all of verse 46.
*9:49 NU-Text omits the rest of this verse.

9:43,45 hell. Greek geenna. See Matt. 5:22, note.
9:47 hell fire. Greek geenna. See Matt. 5:22, note.
10:14 greatly displeased. Literally, “moved with indig-

nation,” an unusual expression relating to the Lord Jesus.
10:16 blessed them. In Hebrew custom this was the act

of a father. Compare Gen. 27:38.



said, “With men it is impossible,
but not with God; for with God all
things are tpossible.”

Faithfulness to the Lord
will be rewarded

28Then Peter began to say to Him,
“See, we have uleft all and followed
You.”

29So Jesus answered and said,
“Assuredly, I say to you, there is no
one who has left house or brothers
or sisters or father or mother or
wife* or children or lands, for My
sake and the vgospel’s,

30“who shall not wreceive a hun-
dredfold now in this time—houses
and brothers and sisters and moth-
ers and children and lands, with
xpersecutions—and in the age to
come, yeternal life.

31“But many who are z first will
be last, and the last first.”

Jesus again foretells His death
and resurrection

(Matt. 20:17–19; Luke 18:31–33)
32Now they were on the road, go-

ing up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was
going before them; and they were
amazed. And as they followed they
were afraid. Then He took the
twelve aside again and began to
aa tell them the things that would
happen to Him:

33“Behold, we are going up to
Jerusalem, and the bbSon of Man
will be betrayed to the chief priests
and to the ccscribes; and they will
condemn Him to death and deliver
Him to the Gentiles;

34“and they will mock Him, and
scourge Him, and spit on Him, and
kill Him. And the third day He will
rise again.”

The rich young ruler
(Matt. 19:16–30; Luke 18:18–30;

cp. Luke 10:25)
17Now as He was going out on

the road, one came running, knelt
before Him, and asked Him, “Good
Teacher, what shall I ado that I may
inherit beternal life?”

18So Jesus said to him, “Why do
you call Me good? No one is good
but One, that is, cGod.

19“You know the dcommand-
ments: e‘Do not commit adultery,’
‘Do not fmurder,’ ‘Do not steal,’
‘Do not bear false witness,’ g ‘Do
not defraud,’ ‘Honor your father
and your mother.’ ”*

20And he answered and said to
Him, “Teacher, all these things I
have hkept from my youth.”

21Then Jesus, looking at him,
loved him, and said to him, “One
thing you lack: Go your way, isell
whatever you have and give to the
poor, and you will have jtreasure in
heaven; and come, k take up the
cross, and follow Me.”

22But he was sad at this word,
and lwent away sorrowful, for he
had great possessions.

“With God all things are possible”
23Then Jesus looked around and

said to His disciples, m“How hard it
is for those who have nriches to en-
ter the okingdom of God!”

24And the disciples were aston-
ished at His words. But Jesus an-
swered again and said to them,
“Children, how hard it is for those
who ptrust in riches* to enter the
kingdom of God!

25“It is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a qneedle than
for a rich man to enter the kingdom
of God.”

26And they were rgreatly aston-
ished, saying among themselves,
“Who then can be ssaved?”

27But Jesus looked at them and
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*10:19 Exodus 20:12-16; Deuteronomy 5:16–20
*10:24 NU-Text omits for those who trust in
riches. *10:29 NU-Text omits or wife.

10:18 Why do you call Me good? In paraphrase this
question might read: “Believing Me to be only a human
teacher, why do you call Me good?”

10:24 astonished. The disciples were amazed. To the
Jewish people temporal prosperity was a token of divine fa-
vor. See, e.g. Deut. 28:1–12.

10:25 needle. Greek raphis, a sewing needle.

10:30 age. The Greek noun aiōn, here translated “age”
(v. 30), has various connotations: a period of time (e.g. the
Mosaic age; the Church age) and, in certain contexts eter-
nity or forever. It is also translated “world” (Luke 16:8;
Rom. 12:2). However, “world” is normally the translation
of the Greek kosmos (see Matt. 4:8 and Rev. 13:8, notes) or
of the Greek oikoumenē (see Luke 2:1, note).



Christ’s response to request
of James and John (Matt. 20:20–28)
35Then James and John, the sons

of Zebedee, came to Him, saying,
“Teacher, we want You to do for us
whatever we aask.”

36And He said to them, “What do
you want Me to do for you?”

37They said to Him, “Grant us
that we may sit, one on Your right
hand and the other on Your left, in
Your bglory.”

38But Jesus said to them, “You do
not know what you ask. Are you
able to drink the ccup that I drink,
and be baptized with the dbaptism
that I am baptized with?”

39They said to Him, “We are
able.” So Jesus said to them, e“You
will indeed drink the cup that I
drink, and with the baptism I am
baptized with you will be baptized;

40“but to sit on My right hand
and on My left is not Mine to give,
but it is for those f for whom it is
prepared.”

41And when the ten heard it,
they began to be greatly displeased
with James and John.

42But Jesus called them to Him-
self and said to them, “You know
that those who are considered
rulers over the Gentiles lord it over
them, and their great ones exercise
authority over them.

43“Yet it shall not be so among
you; but whoever desires to become
great among you shall be your gser-
vant.

44“And whoever of you desires to
be first shall be slave of all.

45“For even the hSon of Man did
not come to be served, but to
iserve, and to give His life a jransom
for many.”

Bartimaeus receives his sight
(Matt. 20:29–34; cp. Luke 18:35–43)

46Now they came to Jericho. As
He went out of Jericho with His dis-
ciples and a great multitude, kblind
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Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat
by the road begging.

47And when he heard that it was
Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry
out and lsay, “Jesus, mSon of David,
nhave mercy on me!”

48Then many warned him to be
quiet; but he cried out all the more,
“Son of David, have mercy on me!”

49So Jesus stood still and ocom-
manded him to be called. Then they
called the blind man, saying to him,
“Be of good cheer. Rise, He is call-
ing you.”

50And throwing aside his gar-
ment, he rose and came to Jesus.

51So Jesus answered and said to
him, “What do you want Me to do
for you?” The blind man said to
Him, “Rabboni, that I may preceive
my sight.”

52Then Jesus said to him, “Go
your way; your qfaith has made you
well.” And immediately he rre-
ceived his sight and followed Jesus
on the road.

The triumphal entry of Jesus
(Matt. 21:1–9; Luke 19:28–38;
John 12:12–18; cp. Zech. 9:9)

11NOW when they drew near
Jerusalem, to Bethphage*

and sBethany, at the tMount of Ol-
ives, He sent two of His disciples;

2and He said to them, “Go into
the village opposite you; and as
soon as you have entered it you will
find a colt tied, on which no one
has sat. Loose it and bring it.

3“And if anyone says to you,
‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The
uLord has need of it,’ and immedi-
ately he will send it here.”

4So they went their way, and
found the* colt tied by the door out-
side on the street, and they loosed it.

5But some of those who stood
there said to them, “What are you
doing, loosing the colt?”

6And they spoke to them just as
*11:1 M-Text reads Bethsphage. *11:4 NU-
Text and M-Text read a.

10:39 You will indeed drink the cup. James and John
would suffer martyrdom and exile respectively (Acts 12:2;
Rev. 1:9).

10:45 life. Or soul. Greek psuchē. Is. 53:10–12.
11:1 Bethphage. Meaning house of unripe figs.

Mount of Olives: The summit of the range of hills east
of Jerusalem which was once covered with olive trees.
A central location to the events of Christ’s ministry.



17Then He taught, saying to
them, “Is it not kwritten, l ‘My
house shall be called a house of
prayer for all nations’ ? But you
have made it a m‘den of thieves.’ ”

18And the nscribes and chief
priests heard it and osought how
they might destroy Him; for they
pfeared Him, because all the people
were qastonished at His teaching.

19When evening had come, He
went out of the city.

The prayer of faith
(cp. 1 John 5:14–15)

20Now in the morning, as they
passed by, they saw the r fig tree
dried up from the roots.

21And Peter, remembering, said
to Him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree
which You cursed has withered
away.”

22So Jesus answered and said to
them, “Have faith in God.

23“For assuredly, I say to you,
whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be
removed and be cast into the sea,’
and does not doubt in his heart, but
sbelieves that those things he says
will be done, he will have whatever
he says.

24“Therefore I say to you, what-
ever things you ask when you pray,
tbelieve that you receive them, and
you will uhave them.

A forgiving spirit required
25“And whenever you stand pray-

ing, if you have anything against
anyone, vforgive him, that your Fa-
ther in heaven may also w forgive
you your trespasses.

26x“But if you do not forgive, nei-
ther will your Father in heaven for-
give your trespasses.”*

Jesus’ authority challenged
(Matt. 21:23–27; Luke 20:1–8)

27Then they came again to Jeru-
salem. And as He was walking in
the temple, the chief priests, the

Jesus had commanded. So they let
them go.

7Then they brought the colt to
Jesus and threw their clothes on it,
and He asat on it.

8And many spread their clothes
on the road, and others cut down
leafy bbranches from the trees and
spread them on the road.

9Then those who went before
and those who followed cried out,
saying:

“Hosanna!
‘Blessed is He who ccomes in

the name of the LORD! ’*
10 Blessed is the dkingdom of our

father David
That comes in the name of the

Lord!*
Hosanna in the highest!”

11And Jesus went into Jerusalem
and into the etemple. So when He
had looked around at all things, as
the hour was already late, He went
out to fBethany with the twelve.

The barren fig tree
(Matt. 21:18–21)

12Now the next day, when they
had come out from Bethany, He was
ghungry.

13And seeing from afar a hfig tree
having leaves, He went to see if per-
haps He would find something on
it. When He came to it, He found
nothing but leaves, for it was not
the season for figs.

14In response Jesus said to it,
i“Let no one eat fruit from you ever
again.” And His disciples heard it.

Jesus drives traders from temple
(Matt. 21:12–16; Luke 19:45–47;

cp. John 2:13–16)
15So they came to Jerusalem.

Then Jesus went into the temple
and began to drive out those who
bought and sold in the temple, and
overturned the tables of the money
changers and the seats of those who
sold jdoves.

16And He would not allow anyone
to carry wares through the temple.

11:17
k Inspiration: v.

17; Mark 12:10.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

l Is. 56:7

m Jer. 7:11

11:18
n See Matt. 2:4,

note

o Ps. 2:2

p Cp. v. 32; Matt.
21:46

q Matt. 7:28;
Mark 1:22; 6:2

11:20
r vv. 13-14

11:23
s Matt. 17:20; cp.

1 Cor. 13:2

11:24
t James 1:5-6

u Matt. 7:7-11;
John 14:13-14;
15:7; 16:24;
1 John 5:14-15

11:25
v Matt. 6:14;

18:23-35; Eph.
4:32; Col. 3:13;
see Matt. 6:12,
note

w Forgiveness: vv.
25-26; Luke
5:20. (Lev. 4:20;
Matt. 26:28,
note)

11:26
x Matt. 18:35; cp.

Matt. 6:12

11:7
a Cp. 1 Kin. 1:33

11:8
b Cp. Lev. 23:40

11:9
c Christ (first ad-

vent): vv. 9-10;
Mark 12:6.
(Gen. 3:15; Acts
1:11, note)

11:10
d Kingdom (NT):

v. 10; Luke
1:33. (Matt. 2:2;
1 Cor. 15:24,
note)

11:11
e vv. 15-17; cp.

Mal. 3:1

f See Matt. 21:17,
note

11:12
g Matt. 4:2

11:13
h Cp. Luke 13:6-9

11:14
i Miracles (NT):

vv. 12-14,20-
21; Luke 4:39.
(Matt. 8:3; Acts
28:8, note)

11:15
j Lev. 14:22; cp.

Luke 2:24
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*11:9 Psalm 118:26 *11:10 NU-Text omits in
the name of the Lord. *11:26 NU-Text omits
this verse.

11:13 leaves. Fig trees which have retained their leaves
through the winter usually have figs also. It was still too
early for new leaves or fruit.

11:22 Have faith in God. Literally faith of God. Com-
pare 1 Cor. 12:9; Eph. 2:8.



ascribes, and the elders came to
Him.

28And they said to Him, “By what
bauthority are You doing these
things? And who gave You this au-
thority to do these things?”

29But Jesus answered and said to
them, “I also will ask you one ques-
tion; then answer Me, and I will
c tell you by what authority I do
these things:

30“The dbaptism of John—was it
from heaven or from men? Answer
Me.”

31And they reasoned among
themselves, saying, “If we say,
‘From heaven,’ He will say, ‘Why
then did you not believe him?’

32“But if we say, ‘From men’ ”—
they feared the people, for all
ecounted John to have been a
prophet indeed.

33So they answered and said to
Jesus, f“We do not know.” And
Jesus answered and said to them,
“Neither will I tell you by what au-
thority I do these things.”

Parable of the vineyard owner
(Matt. 21:33–46; Luke 20:9–19;

cp. Is. 5:1–7)

12THEN He began to speak to
them in gparables: h“A man

planted a vineyard and set a hedge
around it, dug a place for the wine
vat and built a tower. And he leased
it to vinedressers and went into a
far country.

2“Now at vintage-time he sent a
servant to the vinedressers, that he
might receive some of the fruit of
the vineyard from the vinedressers.

3“And they took him and beat
him and sent him away empty-
handed.

4“Again he sent them another ser-
vant, and at him they threw stones,*
wounded him in the head, and sent
him away shamefully treated.

12:5
i Cp. Jer. 7:25

j 2 Chr. 36:16;
cp. Matt. 23:34

k Cp. Acts 7:52

12:6
l Christ (first ad-

vent): vv. 6-8;
Mark 14:27.
(Gen. 3:15; Acts
1:11, note)

12:8
m Acts 2:23

12:10
n Inspiration: vv.

10-11; Mark
12:26. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

o Christ (Stone): v.
10; Luke 20:17.
(Gen. 49:24;
1 Pet. 2:8, note).
Ps. 118:22-23

12:12
p Mark 11:32

12:13
q See Matt. 3:7,

note

r See Matt. 22:16,
note

s Luke 11:54

12:14
t Cp. Acts 10:34-

35

u Acts 18:26; cp.
John 10:1; 2 Pet.
2:15,21

v Cp. Luke 23:2

12:15
w Matt. 23:28;

Luke 12:1

11:27
a See Matt. 2:4,

note

11:28
b John 5:27

11:29
c Cp. v. 33

11:30
d Mark 1:4-5,8;

Luke 7:29-30;
cp. John 1:25-
34

11:32
e Matt. 14:5

11:33
f Cp. Jer. 8:7;

Rom. 1:18;
2 Cor. 4:3-4

12:1
g Matt. 13:10-15

h Parables (NT):
vv. 1-11; Mark
13:28. (Matt.
5:13; Luke
21:29, note)
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5“And again he sent another, and

him they killed; and imany others,
jbeating some and kkilling some.

6“Therefore still having one son,
his beloved, he also lsent him to
them last, saying, ‘They will respect
my son.’

7“But those vinedressers said
among themselves, ‘This is the heir.
Come, let us kill him, and the in-
heritance will be ours.’

8“So they took him and mkilled
him and cast him out of the vineyard.

9“Therefore what will the owner
of the vineyard do? He will come
and destroy the vinedressers, and
give the vineyard to others.

10“Have you not even read this
nScripture:

‘The ostone which the builders
rejected

Has become the chief
cornerstone.

11 This was the LORD’ S doing,
And it is marvelous in our

eyes’ ?”
12And they sought to lay hands on

Him, but pfeared the multitude, for
they knew He had spoken the para-
ble against them. So they left Him
and went away.

Jesus answers the Herodians
(Matt. 22:15–22; Luke 20:19–26)
13Then they sent to Him some of

the qPharisees and the rHerodians,
to scatch Him in His words.

14When they had come, they said
to Him, “Teacher, we know that You
are true, and care about no one; for
You do not tregard the person of
men, but teach the uway of God in
truth. Is it lawful to pay taxes to
Caesar, vor not?

15“Shall we pay, or shall we not
pay?” But He, knowing their why-
*12:4 NU-Text omits and at him they threw
stones.

12:1 This parable (vv. 1–9), addressed to the religious
leaders of Israel—”the chief priests, the scribes, and the el-
ders” (11:27)—illustrates God’s dealings with the nation and
their rejection of His proffered love and of their responsibil-
ities to Him. The “man” (v. 1) is God Himself; the vineyard is
Israel (v. 1; compare Is. 5:1–7); the servants (vv. 2–5) are the
OT prophets and John the Baptist; the “son, his beloved”
whom they killed (vv. 6–8), is Jesus Himself (compare Heb.

1:1–3); and the destruction of the vinedressers (v. 9) is a pre-
diction regarding Jerusalem’s fall in A.D. 70 (compare Luke
21:20–24). That the chief priests, the scribes, and elders rec-
ognized that it was they of whom Christ spoke is recorded in
v. 12. The words of the Lord discovered and laid bare the
thoughts and intents of their hearts (compare Heb. 4:12).

Caesar: The name of the Roman emperor.



22“So the seven had her and left
no offspring. Last of all the woman
died also.

23“Therefore, in the resurrection,
when they rise, whose wife will she
be? For all seven had her as wife.”

24Jesus answered and said to
them, “Are you not therefore mis-
taken, because you do not know the
Scriptures nor the power of God?

25“For when they rise from the
dead, they neither marry nor are
given in marriage, but are like han-
gels in heaven.

26“But concerning the dead, that
they irise, have you not jread in the
kbook of Moses, in the burning
bush passage, how God lspoke to
him, saying, ‘ I am the God of Abra-
ham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob’ ?

27m“He is not the God of the
dead, but the God of the living. You
are therefore greatly mistaken.”

Jesus answers the Pharisees
(Matt. 22:34–40; cp. Luke 10:25–37)

28Then none of the scribes came,
and having heard them reasoning

pocrisy, said to them, “Why do you
atest Me? Bring Me a bdenarius that
I may see it.”

16So they brought it. And He said
to them, “Whose image and inscrip-
tion is this?” They said to Him,
“Caesar’s.”

17And Jesus answered and said to
them, c“Render to Caesar the
things that are Caesar’s, and to
dGod the things that are God’s.”
And they marveled at Him.

Jesus answers the Sadducees
(Matt. 22:23–33; Luke 20:27–38)
18Then some eSadducees, who

say there is no resurrection, came
to Him; and they asked Him, saying:

19“Teacher, fMoses wrote to us
that g if a man’s brother dies, and
leaves his wife behind, and leaves
no children, his brother should take
his wife and raise up offspring for
his brother.

20“Now there were seven broth-
ers. The first took a wife; and dying,
he left no offspring.

21“And the second took her, and
he died; nor did he leave any off-
spring. And the third likewise.

12:25
h See Heb. 1:4,

note

12:26
i John 5:25,28-

29; Acts 26:8;
Rom. 4:17; Rev.
20:12-13

j Inspiration: v.
26; Mark 12:36.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

k Law (of Moses):
vv. 26,28-31;
Luke 1:6. (Ex.
19:1; Gal. 3:24,
note)

l Ex. 3:1-10,12

12:27
m Cp. Rom. 14:9

12:28
n See Mark 12:34,

note

12:15
a Test/Tempt: vv.

13-15; Luke 4:2.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note)

b See Coinage
(NT), Matt. 5:26,
note

12:17
c Cp. Matt. 17:25-

27; Rom. 13:7

d Eccl. 5:4-5

12:18
e Acts 23:8; see

Matt. 3:7, note

12:19
f Law (of Moses):

v. 19; Mark
12:26. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

g Deut. 25:5; cp.
Ruth 1:11-13
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12:25 from the dead. Or from among. 12:26 read in the book of Moses. Our Lord here affirms
the historicity and inspiration of Ex. 3.

12:13 POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

The Herodians
A political party of Jews who supported the dynasty of Herod and the rule of Rome. They are only mentioned three
times in Scripture (Matt. 22:16; Mark 3:6; 12:13). They were lax in morals and in religious observance and thus were
detested by the Pharisees. However, the two opposing groups joined together to destroy Jesus and to try to trick Him,
once they realized that Jesus was their common foe.

The Zealots
A Jewish political party formed to resist Roman rule and aggression. The Zealots resorted to violence and assassination
in attacking the Romans they so hated. They were fanatics in their fight against Roman authority; it is from this zeal
their name is derived. One of the apostles, Simon, is surnamed the Zealot in Luke 6:15; Acts 1:13.

The Galileans
These people were natives of Galilee and were looked down upon by the southern Jews as an ignorant and rustic group
of folks. They were a people of passionate and excitable temperament, a spirit which united them with the Zealots.
Their lawless spirit and extreme resistance to being taxed by the Romans was a source of constant anxiety to the Roman
authorities. Eventually the name Galilean became synonymous with lawlessness and violence and it was intentionally
brought up at Jesus’ trial to arouse prejudice against Christ, when it was pointed out that He was from Galilee.

The Assassins
This group was a secret society well known in Rome during the last troubled years of the Republic. With dagger con-
cealed beneath the cloak they secretly murdered their own or their patrons’ enemies, generally escaping detection by
the swiftness of the attack and their quick mingling with the horror-stricken crowd. They are mentioned in Acts 21:38.



together, perceiving* that He had
answered them well, asked Him,
“Which is the first commandment
of all?”

29Jesus answered him, “The first
of all the commandments is:
a‘Hear, O Israel, the LORD our God,
the LORD is bone.

30‘And you shall clove the LORD
your God with all your heart, with
all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.’ This is
the first commandment.*

31“And the second, like it, is this:
d ‘You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.’ There is no other com-
mandment greater than ethese.”

32So the fscribe said to Him,
“Well said, Teacher. You have spo-
ken the gtruth, for there is one God,
and there is no other but He.

33“And to love Him with all the
heart, with all the understanding,
with all the soul,* and with all the
strength, and to love one’s neighbor
as oneself, h is more than all the
whole burnt offerings and sacri-
fices.”

34Now when Jesus saw that he
answered iwisely, He said to him,
“You are not far from the jkingdom
of God.” But after that no one dared
question Him.

Jesus questions the Pharisees
concerning Messiah

(Matt. 22:41–46; Luke 20:41–44)
35Then Jesus answered and said,

while He taught in the temple,
“How is it that the kscribes say that
the Christ is the lSon of David?

36“For David himself msaid by the
Holy nSpirit:

‘The LORD said to my Lord,
“Sit at My right hand,

Till I make Your enemies Your
footstool.” ’ *

37“Therefore David himself calls
Him ‘Lord’; how is He then his

12:37
o Acts 2:29-31

12:38
p See Matt. 2:4,

note

12:39
q Luke 14:7

12:40
r Cp. 1 Thess. 2:5

12:41
s Cp. 2 Kin. 12:9-

10

12:42
t See Coinage
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note

12:44
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v Cp. John 2:20

w Luke 19:44; cp.
1 Kin. 9:7; Mic.
3:12

12:29
a See Deut. 6:4,

note

b v. 32; Is. 44:8;
45:22; 46:9;
1 Cor. 8:6

12:30
c Deut. 10:12;

30:6; see Deut.
6:5, note

12:31
d Lev. 19:18;

Matt. 19:19;
Gal. 5:14; cp.
Rom. 13:10

e Rom. 13:9

12:32
f See Matt. 2:4,

note

g John 1:14,17;
14:6

12:33
h Cp. Ps. 51:16-

17; Mic. 6:7-8

12:34
i Cp. 1 Tim. 1:5

j See Matt. 6:33,
note

12:35
k See Matt. 2:4,

note

l Cp. Rom. 1:3-4

12:36
m Inspiration: v.

36; Mark 13:14.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

n Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 36; Mark
13:11. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)
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oSon?” And the common people
heard Him gladly.

38Then He said to them in His
teaching, “Beware of the pscribes,
who desire to go around in long
robes, love greetings in the market-
places,

39“the qbest seats in the syna-
gogues, and the best places at feasts,

40“who devour widows’ houses,
and for a rpretense make long
prayers. These will receive greater
condemnation.”

The widow’s mites (Luke 21:1–4)
41Now Jesus sat opposite the trea-

sury and saw how the people put
money into the streasury. And many
who were rich put in much.

42Then one poor widow came
and threw in two mites,* which
make a tquadrans.

43So He called His disciples to
Himself and said to them, “Assured-
ly, I say to you that this poor widow
has put in more than all those who
have given to the treasury;

44“for they all put in out of their
abundance, but she out of her
upoverty put in all that she had, her
whole livelihood.”

The Olivet Discourse (Matt. 24—25):
the disciples’ two questions

(Matt. 24:3; Luke 21:7)

13THEN as He went out of the
temple, one of His disciples

said to Him, “Teacher, see what
manner of stones and what build-
ings are here!”

2And Jesus answered and said to
him, “Do you see these great vbuild-
ings? Not one stone shall be w left
upon another, that shall not be
thrown down.”

3Now as He sat on the Mount of
*12:28 NU-Text reads seeing. *12:30 NU-Text
omits this sentence. *12:33 NU-Text omits with
all the soul. *12:36 Psalm 110:1
*12:42 Greek lepta, very small copper coins worth
a fraction of a penny

12:28 first. The scribes divided the whole law into 613
precepts.

12:34 not far from. The scribe was not far, in knowl-
edge, from the kingdom of God. He knew the very law
which utterly condemns even the best man—the true office
of the law. Compare Rom. 3:19; 10:3–5; Gal. 3:10,22–24.

12:36 David. The Lord Jesus Christ here affirms both

the Davidic authorship and the inspiration of Ps. 110.

David: beloved. The youngest son of Jesse. He was a
man after God’s own heart who was the greatest king
of Israel.

12:42 mites. Smallest coin. See Coinage (NT), Matt.
5:26, note.



Daniel the prophet,* standing
where it ought not” (let the reader
understand), r“then let those who
are in Judea flee to the mountains.

15“Let him who is on the housetop
not go down into the house, nor en-
ter to take anything out of his house.

16“And let him who is in the field
not go back to get his clothes.

17“But woe to those who are
pregnant and to those who are nurs-
ing babies in those days!

18“And pray that your flight may
not be in winter.

The great tribulation
(latter half of week) (Matt. 24:21–28;

cp. Ps. 2:5; see Rev. 7:14, note)
19“For in those days there will be

stribulation, such as has not been
since the beginning of the creation
which God created until this time,
nor ever shall be.

20“And unless the Lord had short-
ened those days, no flesh would be
saved; but for the telect’s sake, whom
He chose, He shortened the days.

21“Then if anyone says to you,
‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or, ‘Look,
He is there!’ do not believe it.

22“For false christs and false
prophets will rise and show signs
and uwonders to deceive, if possi-
ble, even the velect.

23“But take heed; see, I have
wtold you all things beforehand.

Christ’s return to the earth
at the close of the tribulation

(Matt. 24:29–31; Luke 21:25–28)
24“But in those xdays, after that

tribulation, the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light;

25“the stars of heaven will fall,
and the powers in the heavens will
be yshaken.

26“Then they will see the zSon of
Man coming in the aaclouds with
great power and glory.

27“And then He will send His

Olives opposite the temple, aPeter,
bJames, cJohn, and dAndrew asked
Him privately,

4“Tell us, when will these things
be? And what will be the sign when
all these things will be fulfilled?”

Daniel’s seventieth week of years
(Dan. 9:27); the end time

(Matt. 24:4–14; cp. Luke 21:8–11)
5And Jesus, answering them, be-

gan to say: “Take heed that no one
edeceives you.

6“For many will fcome in My
name, saying, ‘I am He,’ and will
deceive many.

7“But when you hear of wars and
rumors of wars, do not be troubled;
for such things must happen, but
the gend is not yet.

8“For nation will rise against na-
tion, and hkingdom against king-
dom. And there will be iearthquakes
in various places, and there will be
j famines and troubles.* These are
the beginnings of sorrows.

9“But watch out for yourselves,
for they will kdeliver you up to
councils, and you will be beaten
in the synagogues. You will be
brought* before rulers and kings for
My sake, for a testimony to them.

10“And the lgospel must first be
preached to all the nations.

11“But when they arrest you and
deliver you up, do not worry before-
hand, or premeditate* what you will
speak. But whatever is given you in
that hour, speak that; for it is not
you who speak, but the Holy mSpirit.

12“Now brother will betray brother
to death, and a father his child; and
children will rise up against parents
and cause them to be put to death.

13“And you will be nhated by all
for My name’s sake. But he who en-
dures to the end shall be osaved.

The middle of the week:
the abomination of desolation

(Matt. 24:15–20)
14“So when you see the p‘abomi-

nation of desolation,’ qspoken of by

13:14
r Cp. Luke 21:20-

24 where see
notes

13:19
s Tribulation (the

great): vv. 14-
23; Luke 21:20.
(Ps. 2:5; Rev.
7:14, note)

13:20
t Election (corpo-

rate): v. 20;
Mark 13:22.
(Deut. 7:6;
1 Pet. 5:13,
note)

13:22
u Deut. 13:1-3;

Rev. 13:13-14

v Election (corpo-
rate): v. 22;
Mark 13:27.
(Deut. 7:6;
1 Pet. 5:13,
note)

13:23
w John 16:1-4

13:24
x Day (of the

LORD): vv. 24-
37; Luke 17:30.
(Ps. 2:9; Rev.
19:19, note)

13:25
y Is. 13:10; 34:4;

Heb. 12:26

13:26
z Christ (second

advent): vv.
26,32-33,35-36;
Mark 14:62.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note).
See Matt. 8:20,
note

aa Dan. 7:13

13:3
a Matt. 16:18;

Mark 1:16

b Mark 1:19; see
Matt. 4:21, note

c Mark 1:19

d John 1:40

13:5
e Jer. 29:8; Eph.

5:6; Col. 2:8;
2 Thess. 2:3; cp.
1 John 4:1; Rev.
20:8

13:6
f v. 22; cp. John

5:43

13:7
g Cp. Jer. 4:27;

5:10,18

13:8
h Hag. 2:22

i Cp. Rev. 6:12

j Cp. Rev. 6:5-6

13:9
k Matt. 10:17;

Acts 12:4

13:10
l Gospel: v. 10;

Mark 14:9.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

13:11
m Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 11; Luke
1:15. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

13:13
n Matt. 10:22

o Cp. Rev. 20:4

13:14
p The Beast: v.

14; John 5:43.
(Dan. 7:8; Rev.
19:20, note)

q Inspiration: v.
14; Mark 14:21.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)
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*13:8 NU-Text omits and troubles. *13:9 NU-
Text and M-Text read will stand. *13:11 NU-
Text omits or premeditate. *13:14 NU-Text
omits spoken of by Daniel the prophet.

13:8 sorrows. Literally birth pangs.
13:13 end. The end of the tribulation. See Matt. 24:13,

note.
13:14 it. Or he. Dan. 11:36; 12:11; 2 Thess. 2:4.

Daniel: God’s judge. A young man from Judah who
was taken to Babylon as a captive. He served the king
but remained faithful to God and was His prophet.



aangels, and bgather together His
celect from the four winds, from the
farthest part of earth to the farthest
part of heaven.

Parable of the fig tree
(Matt. 24:32–33; Luke 21:29–31)
28“Now learn this dparable from

the fig tree: When its branch has al-
ready become tender, and puts forth
leaves, you know that summer is
near.

29“So you also, when you see
these things happening, know that
it* is near—at the doors!

13:30
e See Matt. 24:34,

note

13:31
f 2 Pet. 3:7,10,12

13:32
g Matt. 25:13

h See Heb. 1:4,
note

i Acts 1:7

13:27
a See Heb. 1:4,

note
b Israel (prophe-

cies): v. 27; Luke
1:33. (Gen.
12:2; Rom.
11:26, note)

c Election (corpo-
rate): v. 27; Luke
18:7. (Deut. 7:6;
1 Pet. 5:13, note)

13:28
d Parables (NT):

vv. 28-29; Luke
5:36. (Matt.
5:13; Luke
21:29, note)
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30“Assuredly, I say to you, this

egeneration will by no means pass
away till all these things take place.

31 f“Heaven and earth will pass
away, but My words will by no
means pass away.

Watchfulness enjoined
(Matt. 24:36–51)

32“But of that day and hour gno
one knows, not even the hangels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the
iFather.
*13:29 Or He

13:1 PARABLES IN THE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS

Parable Matthew Mark Luke
The Tares among the Wheat 13:24–30
The Hidden Treasure 13:44
The Fine Pearl 13:45–46
The Dragnet 13:47–48
The Unforgiving Servant 18:23–35
The Laborers in the Vineyard 20:1–16
The Two Sons 21:28–30
The Wedding Banquet 22:2–14
The Talents 25:14–30
The Judgment of the Nations 25:31–46
Seed Grows of Itself 4:26–29
Need for Watchfulness 13:32–37
The Two Debtors 7:41–42
The Good Samaritan 10:30–35
The Importunate Friend 11:5–8
The Rich Fool 12:16–20
The Vigilant and Faithful Servants 12:35–40
The Faithful and Wise Steward 12:42–48
The Barren Fig Tree 13:6–9
The Great Supper 14:15–24
The Tower 14:28–30
The King Marching into Battle 14:31–33
The Lost Coin 15:8–10
The Prodigal Son 15:11–32
The Dishonest Manager 16:1–8
The Rich Man and Lazarus 16:19–31
Attitude of a Servant 17:7–10
The Persistent Widow 18:2–5
The Pharisee and the Tax Collector 18:9–14
The Ten Minas 19:11–27
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8“She has done what she could.
She has come beforehand to ranoint
My body for burial.

9“Assuredly, I say to you, wherev-
er this sgospel is tpreached in the
whole world, what this woman has
done will also be told as a memorial
to her.”

Judas agrees to betray Jesus
(Matt. 26:14–16; Luke 22:3–6)

10Then uJudas Iscariot, one of the
twelve, went to the chief priests to
betray Him to them.

11And when they heard it, they
were glad, and promised to vgive
him money. So he sought how he
might conveniently betray Him.

Preparation for the Passover
(Matt. 26:17–19; Luke 22:7–13)

12Now on the w first day of Un-
leavened Bread, when they killed
the xPassover lamb, His disciples
said to Him, “Where do You want
us to go and prepare, that You may
eat the Passover?”

13And He sent out two of His dis-
ciples and said to them, “Go into
the city, and a man will meet you
carrying a pitcher of water; follow
him.

14“Wherever he goes in, say to
the master of the house, ‘The
Teacher says, “Where is the guest
room in which I may eat the
Passover with My disciples?” ’

15“Then he will show you a large
upper room, furnished and pre-
pared; there make ready for us.”

16So His disciples went out, and
came into the city, and found it just
as He had said to them; and they
prepared the Passover.

The last Passover (Matt. 26:20–24;
Luke 22:14,21–23; John 13:18–19)
17In the evening He came with

the twelve.
18Now as they sat and ate, Jesus

said, “Assuredly, I say to you, yone
of you who eats with Me will betray
Me.”

19And they began to be zsorrow-
ful, and to say to Him one by one,

33“Take heed, awatch and pray; for
you do not know when the time is.

34“It is like a man going to a far
country, who left his house and
gave bauthority to his servants, and
to each his work, and commanded
the doorkeeper to watch.

35c“Watch therefore, dfor you do
not know when the master of the
house is coming—in the evening, at
midnight, at the crowing of the
rooster, or in the morning—

36“lest, coming suddenly, he find
you esleeping.

37“And what I say to you, I say to
fall: Watch!”

III. The Servant’s Obedience
unto Death, 14—15

Jewish authorities plot death
of Jesus (Matt. 26:2–5; Luke 22:1–2)

14AFTER two days it was the
gPassover and the Feast of

hUnleavened Bread. And the chief
priests and the iscribes jsought how
they might take Him by trickery and
put Him to death.

2But they said, “Not during the
feast, lest there be an uproar of the
kpeople.”

Jesus anointed by Mary of Bethany
(Matt. 26:6–13; John 12:1–8)

3And being in Bethany at the
house of Simon the leper, as He lsat
at the table, a woman came having
an alabaster flask of very costly oil of
spikenard. Then she broke the flask
and poured it on His mhead.

4But there were some who were
indignant among themselves, and
said, “Why was this fragrant oil
wasted?

5“For it might have been sold for
more than three hundred ndenarii
and given to the poor.” And they
ocriticized her sharply.

6But Jesus said, “Let her alone.
Why do you trouble her? She has
done a good work for Me.

7p“For you have the poor with
you always, and whenever you wish
you may do them good; qbut Me
you do not have always.
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“Is it I?” And another said, “Is it
I?”*

20He answered and said to them,
“It is one of the twelve, who dips
with Me in the dish.

21“The Son of Man indeed goes
just aas it is bwritten of Him, but
cwoe to that man by whom the
dSon of Man is betrayed! eIt would
have been good for that man if he
had never been born.”

The Lord’s Supper instituted
(Matt. 26:26–29; Luke 22:17–20;

cp. 1 Cor. 11:23–26; John 13:12–30)
22And as they were eating, Jesus

took fbread, blessed and broke it,
and gave it to them and said, “Take,
eat;* this is My gbody.”

23Then He took the cup, and
when He had given thanks He gave
it to them, and they all hdrank from
it.

24And He said to them, “This is
My iblood of the jnew* kcovenant,
which is shed for many.

25“Assuredly, I say to you, I will
no longer drink of the fruit of the
vine until that day when I drink it
new in the lkingdom of God.”

Jesus foretells Peter’s denial
(Matt. 26:30–35; Luke 22:31–34;

John 13:36–38)
26And when they had msung a

hymn, they went out to the Mount
of Olives.

27Then Jesus said to them, n“All
of you will be omade to stumble be-
cause of Me this night,* for it is
pwritten:

‘ I will qstrike the rShepherd,
And the sheep will be

scattered.’
28“But after I have been raised, I

will sgo before you to Galilee.”
29Peter said to Him, “Even if all

are made to stumble, yet I will not
be.”

30Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I
say to you that today, even this night,
before the rooster crows twice, you
will deny Me three times.”
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31But he spoke more vehemently,

“If I have to die with You, I will not
deny You!” tAnd they all said like-
wise.

Jesus’ agony in the garden
(Matt. 26:36–46; Luke 22:39–46;

John 18:1)
32Then they came to a place

which was named Gethsemane; and
He said to His disciples, “Sit here
while I pray.”

33And He utook Peter, James, and
John with Him, and He began to be
troubled and deeply distressed.

34Then He said to them, “My soul
is exceedingly vsorrowful, even to
death. Stay here and watch.”

The first prayer
(Matt. 26:39; Luke 22:41–42)

35He went a little farther, and fell
on the ground, and wprayed that if it
were possible, the hour might pass
from Him.

36And He said, “Abba, Father, all
things are possible for You. Take this
xcup away from Me; ynevertheless,
not what I will, but zwhat You will.”

37Then He came and found them
sleeping, and said to Peter, “Simon,
are you sleeping? Could you not
watch one hour?

38aa“Watch and pray, lest you enter
into temptation. The spirit indeed is
willing, but the bbflesh is weak.”

The second prayer
(Matt. 26:42; Luke 22:44)

39Again He went away and
prayed, and spoke the same words.

40And when He returned, He
found them asleep again, for their
eyes were heavy; and they did not
know what to answer Him.

The third prayer (Matt. 26:44)
41Then He came the third time

and said to them, “Are you still
sleeping and resting? It is enough!
The cchour has come; behold, the
*14:19 NU-Text omits this sentence.
*14:22 NU-Text omits eat. *14:24 NU-Text
omits new. *14:27 NU-Text omits because of
Me this night.

14:36 Abba. Aramaic Father. Compare Rom. 8:15; Gal.
4:6.

Gethsemane: A garden at the foot of the Mount of Ol-
ives, across the Brook Kidron in the Kidron Valley where
Christ was betrayed on the night before His crucifixion.



servants and warmed himself at the
fire.

55Now the chief priests and all the
council osought testimony against
Jesus to put Him to death, but
pfound none.

56For many bore q false witness
against Him, but their testimonies
did not agree.

57Then some rose up and bore
false witness against Him, saying,

58“We heard Him say, ‘I will rde-
stroy this temple made with hands,
and within three days I will build
another made swithout hands.’ ”

59But not even then did their tes-
timony agree.

60And the high priest stood up in
the midst and asked Jesus, saying,
t“Do You answer nothing? What is
it these men testify against You?”

61But He ukept silent and an-
swered nothing. Again the high
priest asked Him, saying to Him,
v“Are You the Christ, the Son of the
Blessed?”

62Jesus said, “I am. And you will
see the wSon of Man xsitting at the
right hand of the Power, and ycom-
ing with the clouds of heaven.”

63Then the high priest ztore his
clothes and said, “What further
need do we have of witnesses?

64“You have heard the aablasphe-
my! What do you think?” And they
all condemned Him to be deserving
of bbdeath.

65Then some began to ccspit on
Him, and to blindfold Him, and to
beat Him, and to say to Him, “Proph-
esy!” And the officers ddstruck Him
with the palms of their hands.*

Peter’s three denials
(Matt. 26:69–75; Luke 22:56–62;

John 18:16–18,25–27)
66Now eeas Peter was below in

the courtyard, one of the servant
girls of the high priest came.

67And when she saw Peter warm-
ing himself, she looked at him and
said, “You also were with ffJesus of
Nazareth.”

68But he denied it, saying, “I nei-
ther know nor understand what you

aSon of Man is being betrayed into
the hands of bsinners.

42“Rise, let us be going. See, My
betrayer is at hand.”

Jesus’ betrayal and arrest
(Matt. 26:47–56; Luke 22:47–53;

John 18:3–11)
43And immediately, while He was

still speaking, c Judas, one of the
twelve, with a great dmultitude with
swords and clubs, came from the
chief priests and the escribes and
the elders.

44Now His betrayer had given
them a signal, saying, “Whomever I
fkiss, He is the One; seize Him and
lead Him away safely.”

45As soon as He had come, imme-
diately he went up to Him and said
to Him, “Rabbi, Rabbi!” and kissed
Him.

46Then they laid their hands on
Him and took Him.

47And one of those who stood by
drew his sword and struck the ser-
vant of the high priest, and cut off
his ear.

48Then Jesus answered and said
to them, “Have you come out, as
against a robber, with swords and
clubs to take Me?

49“I was daily with you in the
temple gteaching, and you did not
seize Me. But the Scriptures must
be hfulfilled.”

50Then they all iforsook Him and
fled.

51Now a certain young man fol-
lowed Him, having a linen cloth
thrown around his naked body. And
the young men laid hold of him,

52and he left the linen cloth and
fled from them naked.

Jesus is brought before
the high priest and Sanhedrin

(Matt. 26:57–68;
John 18:12–14,19–24)

53And they led Jesus away to the
jhigh priest; and with him were kas-
sembled all the lchief priests, the el-
ders, and the mscribes.

54But nPeter followed Him at a
distance, right into the courtyard of
the high priest. And he sat with the
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are saying.” And he went out on the
porch, and a rooster acrowed.

69And the servant girl saw him
again, and began to say to those
who stood by, “This is one of
them.”

70But he denied it again. And a
little later those who stood by said
to Peter again, “Surely you are one
of them; for you are a Galilean, and
your speech shows it.”*

71Then he began to bcurse and
swear, “I do not know this Man of
whom you speak!”

72A second time the rooster
ccrowed. Then Peter called to mind
the word that Jesus had said to him,
“Before the rooster crows twice,
you will deny Me three times.” And
when he thought about it, he wept.

The Sanhedrin delivers Jesus
to Pilate (Matt. 27:1–2,11–15;

Luke 23:1–7,13–18; John 18:28–40;
19:1–16)

15IMMEDIATELY, in the morn-
ing, the chief priests held a

dconsultation with the elders and
escribes and the whole council; and
they bound Jesus, led Him away,
and fdelivered Him to Pilate.

2Then Pilate asked Him, “Are You
the gKing of the Jews?” He an-
swered and said to him, “It is as you
say.”

3And the chief priests accused
Him of many things, but He han-
swered nothing.

4Then Pilate asked Him again,
saying, “Do You answer inothing?
See how many things they testify
against You!”*

5But Jesus still answered nothing,
so that Pilate marveled.

Jesus or Barabbas? (Matt. 27:16–26;
Luke 23:16–25; John 18:40)

6Now at the feast he was accus-
tomed to releasing one prisoner to
them, whomever they requested.

7And there was one named Bar-
abbas, who was chained with his
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fellow rebels; they had committed
murder in the rebellion.

8Then the multitude, crying
aloud,* began to ask him to do just
as he had always done for them.

9But Pilate answered them, say-
ing, j“Do you want me to release to
you the King of the Jews?”

10For he knew that the chief
priests had handed Him over be-
cause of kenvy.

11But the chief priests stirred up
the crowd, so that he should lrather
release Barabbas to them.

12Pilate answered and said to
them again, “What then do you
want me to do with Him whom you
call the mKing of the Jews?”

13So they cried out again, “Cruci-
fy Him!”

14Then Pilate said to them, “Why,
nwhat evil has He done?” But they
cried out all the more, “Crucify
Him!”

15So Pilate, wanting to gratify the
ocrowd, released Barabbas to them;
and he delivered Jesus, after he had
scourged Him, to be pcrucified.

Jesus is crowned with thorns
(Matt. 27:27–31)

16Then the soldiers led Him away
into the hall called Praetorium, and
they called together the whole garri-
son.

17And they clothed Him with pur-
ple; and they twisted a crown of
qthorns, put it on His head,

18and began to salute Him, “Hail,
King of the Jews!”

19Then they rstruck Him on the
head with a reed and spat on Him;
and bowing the knee, they wor-
shiped Him.

20And when they had smocked
Him, they took the purple off Him,
put His own clothes on Him, and
led Him out to crucify Him.

21Then they compelled a certain
man, Simon a Cyrenian, the father
of Alexander and tRufus, as he was
coming out of the country and pass-
ing by, to bear His cross.

22And they ubrought Him to the
*14:70 NU-Text omits and your speech shows it.
*15:4 NU-Text reads of which they accuse You.
*15:8 NU-Text reads going up.

Pontius Pilate: armed with a javelin. The governor of
Judea during Christ’s ministry, suffering and death. He
allowed Jesus to be crucified.



cried out with a loud voice, osaying,
p“Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”
which is translated, “My God, My
God, why have You forsaken Me?”

35Some of those who stood by,
when they heard that, said, “Look,
He is calling for Elijah!”

36Then someone ran and filled a
sponge full of sour wine, put it on a
reed, and qoffered it to Him to
drink, saying, “Let Him alone; let us
see if Elijah will come to take Him
down.”

37And Jesus cried out with a loud
voice, and rbreathed His last.

38Then the sveil of the temple
was torn in two from top to bottom.

39So when the centurion, who
stood opposite Him, saw that He
cried out like this and tbreathed His
last,* he said, “Truly this Man was
the uSon of God!”

40There were also women looking
on from afar, among whom were
vMary Magdalene, Mary the mother
of James the Less and of Joses, and
Salome,

41who also followed Him and min-
istered to Him when He was in Gal-
ilee, and many other women who
came up with Him to Jerusalem.

Jesus is buried (Matt. 27:57–61;
Luke 23:50–56; John 19:28–42)

42Now when evening had come,
wbecause it was the Preparation Day,
that is, the day before the Sabbath,

43Joseph of Arimathea, a promi-
nent council member, who was
himself xwaiting for the ykingdom of
God, coming and taking courage,

place Golgotha, which is translated,
Place of a Skull.

23Then they gave Him wine min-
gled with myrrh to adrink, but He
did not take it.

Jesus is crucified (Matt. 27:33–56;
Luke 23:33–49; John 19:17–37)

24And when they crucified Him,
they bdivided His garments, casting
lots for them to determine what
every man should take.

25Now it was the third hour, and
they ccrucified Him.

26And the dinscription of His ac-
cusation was written above:

THE KING OF THE JEWS.
27eWith Him they also crucified

two robbers, one on His right and
the other on His left.

28So the Scripture was fulfilled*

which fsays, “And He was num-
bered with the transgressors.”*

29And those who passed by gblas-
phemed Him, hwagging their heads
and saying, “Aha! You who idestroy
the temple and build it in three
days,

30“save Yourself, and come down
from the cross!”

31Likewise the chief priests also,
jmocking among themselves with
the kscribes, said, “He saved loth-
ers; mHimself He cannot save.

32“Let the Christ, the King of Is-
rael, descend now from the cross,
that we may nsee and believe.”*

Even those who were crucified with
Him reviled Him.

33Now when the sixth hour had
come, there was darkness over the
whole land until the ninth hour.

34And at the ninth hour Jesus
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u Matt. 14:33;
Mark 3:11; Luke
1:35; John 1:34;
3:18; 10:36;
20:31; Acts
8:37; 9:20

15:40
v Cp. Luke 8:2-3;

see Luke 1:27,
note

15:42
w Cp. Ex. 34:25;

Deut. 21:22-23

15:43
x Cp. Luke 2:38

y See Matt. 6:33,
note

15:23
a v. 36

15:24
b Ps. 22:18

15:25
c Sacrifice (of

Christ): vv. 22-
26; Luke 22:20.
(Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note)

15:26
d See Matt. 27:37,

note

15:27
e Is. 53:9,12; Luke

22:37

15:28
f Inspiration: v.

28; Luke 1:3.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

15:29
g Ps. 22:6-7; 69:7

h Ps. 109:25; cp.
Lam. 2:15

i Mark 14:58;
John 2:19-21

15:31
j Luke 18:32

k See Matt. 2:4,
note

l Luke 7:14-15;
John 11:43-44

m Cp. John 3:14-
15 with Heb.
9:22

15:32
n Cp. Matt. 16:4;

Luke 16:31;
John 20:29

1392 MARK 15:23–43

*15:28 Isaiah 53:12 * NU-Text omits this
verse. *15:32 M-Text reads believe Him.
*15:39 NU-Text reads that He thus breathed His
last.

15:22 Golgotha is the Aramaic word for “skull,” and is
used also in Matt. 27:33; John 19:17.

Golgotha: The place where Jesus was crucified. It was
outside the walls of Jerusalem toward the northwest.

15:23 drink. Wine and myrrh mixed together com-
posed a stupefying drink which was sometimes given to
those who were in great pain in suffering such as must be
endured in crucifixion.

15:24 when. Approximately A.D. 29. when they cruci-
fied. For the order of events at the crucifixion, see Matt.
27:33, note.

15:25 third hour. 9 A.M. See John 19:14, note.

15:33 sixth hour. 12 noon. See John 19:14, note. ninth
hour. 3 P.M.

15:35 Elijah. Our Lord was speaking in Aramaic (v. 34).
The pronunciation of the first word of His cry from the
cross, “Eloi” is very similar to the Hebrew pronunciation of
“Elijah,” or its Greek counterpart, “Elias.”

15:38 top to bottom. God tore the veil “from top to
bottom.” The way into the Holiest was now opened for the
believer into the very presence of God, Christ having made
atonement for sin and having glorified God thereby. Com-
pare Heb. 9:8,24; 10:19–22.

15:40 James. Son of Alphaeus. See Matt. 4:21, note.



went in to Pilate and asked for the
body of Jesus.

44Pilate marveled that He was al-
ready dead; and summoning the
centurion, he asked him if He had
been dead for some time.

45So when he found out from the
centurion, he granted the body to
Joseph.

46Then he bought fine linen, took
Him down, and wrapped Him in the
linen. And he alaid Him in a tomb
which had been hewn out of the
rock, and rolled a stone against the
door of the tomb.

47And bMary Magdalene and
Mary the mother of Joses observed
where He was laid.

IV. The Resurrection and Ascension
of the Victorious Servant, 16

Christ’s resurrection and events
of that day (cp. Matt. 28:1–15;
Luke 24:1–49; John 20:1–23)

16NOW when the cSabbath
was past, dMary Magdalene,

Mary the mother of James, and Salo-
me bought spices, that they might
come and eanoint Him.

2 fVery early in the morning, on
the first day of the week, they came
to the tomb when the sun had
risen.

3And they said among them-
selves, g“Who will roll away the
stone from the door of the tomb for
us?”

4But when they looked up, they

16:6
h Christ (first ad-

vent): vv. 6-7;
Luke 1:31.
(Gen. 3:15; Acts
1:11, note)

i Resurrection:
vv. 6,9,11,12,
14; Luke 7:15.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

16:7
j Mark 14:28

16:9
k See John 20:16,

note

l See Matt. 7:22,
note

16:11
m vv. 13,14

15:46
a Is. 53:9

15:47
b Cp. Luke 8:2-3;

see Luke 1:27,
note

16:1
c Sabbath: v. 1;

Luke 4:16.
(Gen. 2:3; Matt.
12:1, note)

d Cp. Luke 8:2-3;
see Luke 1:27,
note

e Mark 14:8

16:2
f See Matt. 28:1,

note

16:3
g Cp. Ex. 14:13-

16
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saw that the stone had been rolled
away—for it was very large.

5And entering the tomb, they saw
a young man clothed in a long white
robe sitting on the right side; and
they were alarmed.

6But he said to them, “Do not be
alarmed. You seek Jesus of Naza-
reth, who was crucified. hHe is
irisen! He is not here. See the place
where they laid Him.

7“But go, tell His disciples—and
Peter—that He is going before you
into Galilee; there you will see Him,
jas He said to you.”

8So they went out quickly* and
fled from the tomb, for they trem-
bled and were amazed. And they
said nothing to anyone, for they
were afraid.

9Now when He rose early on the
first day of the week, He kappeared
first to Mary Magdalene, out of
whom He had cast seven ldemons.

10She went and told those who
had been with Him, as they
mourned and wept.

11And when they heard that He
was alive and had been seen by her,
they did mnot believe.

12After that, He appeared in an-
other form to two of them as they
walked and went into the country.

13And they went and told it to the
rest, but they did not believe them
either.

14Later He appeared to the eleven
as they sat at the table; and He re-
*16:8 NU-Text and M-Text omit quickly.

16:1 when the Sabbath was past. For the order of
events on the day of Christ’s resurrection, and His other
post-resurrection appearances, see Matt. 28:1, note; John
20:16, note.

16:9 Verses 9–20 are not found in the two most ancient
manuscripts, the Sinaiticus and Vaticanus; others have
them with partial omissions and variations. But the passage

is quoted by Irenaeus and Hippolytus in the second or third
century.

16:14 The eleven is here used as a collective term, not
necessarily implying that eleven persons were present. See
Luke 24:33; compare 1 Cor. 15:5; see also Matt. 28:16,
where “eleven disciples” implies a definite number of per-
sons.

15:34 THE SEVEN CRIES FROM THE CROSS

1. “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.” Luke 23:34
2. “Today you will be with Me in Paradise.” Luke 23:43
3. “Woman behold your son!” “Behold your mother!” John 19:26–27
4. “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34
5. “I thirst!” John 19:28
6. “It is finished!” John 19:30
7. “Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.” Luke 23:46



and if they drink anything deadly, it
will by no means hurt them; they
will lay hands on the sick, and they
will recover.”

The ascension
(Luke 24:49–53; Acts 1:6–11)

19So then, after the Lord had spo-
ken to them, He was kreceived up
into heaven, and lsat down at the
right hand of God.

20And they went out and
preached everywhere, the Lord
working with them and confirming
the mword through the accompany-
ing nsigns. Amen.*

buked their unbelief and hardness
of heart, because they did not be-
lieve those who had seen Him after
He had risen.

Christ’s commission to the eleven
(Luke 24:46–48; cp. Matt. 28:16–20;

John 17:18; 20:21; Acts 1:8)
15And He said to them, “Go into

aall the world and preach the
bgospel to every creature.

16“He who cbelieves and is dbap-
tized will be esaved; but he who
does not believe will be con-
demned.

17“And these fsigns will follow
those who believe: In My name
they will gcast out hdemons; they
will ispeak with new tongues;

18“they* will take up jserpents;

16:18
j Acts 28:3-6

16:19
k Acts 1:9; Rev.

4:2

l 1 Pet. 3:22

16:20
m Gospel: v. 20;

Luke 2:10.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:16, note)

n Heb. 2:4

16:15
a Col. 1:6

b Gospel: v. 15;
Mark 16:20.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:16, note)

16:16
c John 3:16; Acts

16:30-31; Rom.
10:8-10

d See Acts 8:12,
note

e See Rom. 1:16,
note

16:17
f Acts 5:12

g Acts 8:7

h See Matt. 7:22,
note

i Acts 2:4

1394 MARK 16:15–20

*16:18 NU-Text reads and in their hands they will.
*16:20 Verses 9–20 are bracketed in NU-Text as
not original. They are lacking in Codex Sinaiticus
and Codex Vaticanus, although nearly all other
manuscripts of Mark contain them.

16:15 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Luke Christ, the Man c. A.D. 60

Background
Luke, who wrote the Third Gospel and Acts, was known as “the beloved physician” (Colossians 4:14). He was a com-
panion and fellow worker with Paul (Philemon 24). Compare the Introduction to Acts.

This book, the longest of the Gospels, was written principally for the Greeks. Its emphasis is upon the perfect human-
ity of Christ, whom it presents as the Son of Man, the human-divine Person, and whose genealogy it traces to Adam.
Luke’s narrative of the birth and infancy of the Lord is from the point of view of the virgin mother. He alone tells of
Christ’s boyhood and reveals more of His prayer life than the other Synoptics. The parables found in this Gospel show
Christ’s concern for lost humanity. In the accounts of certain miracles, the trained observation of a physician is evident.

God’s Relationship with Man
Luke is in many ways the Gospel of compassion, stressing, as it does, the Lord’s sympathy for the brokenhearted, the sick,
the mistreated, and the bereaved. It also shows the ministry of women to Christ. Along with its presentation of the Son of
Man, the book emphasizes the worldwide scope of salvation. Luke alone records the parables of the lost sheep, the lost
coin, and the lost son (15:3–32) and the mission of the Seventy (10:1–24).

Outline
The Gospel of Luke may be divided as follows:

I. Introduction 1:1–4
II. The Birth, Baptism, Genealogy, and Temptation of Christ 1:5—4:13

A. Announcement of the Birth of John the Baptist 1:5–25
B. Announcement of the Birth of Jesus 1:26–33
C. Jesus’ Miraculous Conception and Mary’s Reaction 1:34–56
D. Birth of John the Baptist 1:57–80
E. Birth of Jesus 2:1–38
F. Growth of Jesus 2:39–52

G. Ministry of John the Baptist 3:1–20
H. Baptism of Jesus 3:21–22
I. Genealogy of Mary 3:23–38
J. Temptation of Jesus 4:1–13

III. The Public Ministry of the Son of Man, to the Triumphal Entry 4:14—19:27
IV. The Rejection of Christ, and His Death 19:28—23:56
V. Christ’s Resurrection, Commission to the Disciples, and Ascension 24:1–53

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO

L U K E



peared to him, standing on the right
side of the altar of incense.

12And when Zacharias saw him,
he was rtroubled, and fear fell upon
him.

13But the sangel said to him, “Do
not be afraid, Zacharias, for your
tprayer is heard; and your wife
uElizabeth will vbear you a son, and
you shall call his name wJohn.

14“And you will have joy and
gladness, and many will xrejoice at
his birth.

15“For he will be ygreat in the
sight of the Lord, and shall zdrink
neither wine nor strong drink. He
will also be filled with the Holy
aaSpirit, even from his mother’s
womb.

16“And he will bbturn many of the
children of Israel to the Lord their
God.

17cc“He will also go before Him in
the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘ to
turn the hearts of the fathers to the
children,’ * and the disobedient to
the wisdom of the just, to make
ready a people prepared for the
Lord.”

18And Zacharias said to the angel,
“How shall I know this? ddFor I am
an old man, and my wife is well ad-
vanced in years.”

19And the angel answered and
said to him, “I am Gabriel, who
stands in the presence of God, and
was sent to speak to you and bring
you these glad eetidings.

20“But behold, you will be ffmute
and not able to speak until the day
these things take place, because you
did not believe my words which
will be fulfilled in their own time.”

21And the people waited for

I. The Introduction, 1:1–4

1INASMUCH as many have tak-
en in hand to set in order a nar-

rative of those athings which have
been fulfilled* among us,

2just as those who from the bbe-
ginning were ceyewitnesses and
dministers of the word edelivered
them to us,

3it seemed good to me also, hav-
ing had perfect understanding of all
things from the very first, to fwrite
to you an orderly account, most ex-
cellent gTheophilus,

4that you may know the certainty
of those hthings in which you were
instructed.

II. The Birth, Baptism, Genealogy,
and Temptation of Christ, 1:5—4:13

John the Baptist’s birth foretold
5There was in the days of Herod,

the king of iJudea, a certain priest
named Zacharias, of the jdivision of
kAbijah. His lwife was of the daugh-
ters of Aaron, and her name was
Elizabeth.

6And they were both mrighteous
before God, walking in all the ncom-
mandments and ordinances of the
Lord blameless.

7But they had no child, obecause
Elizabeth was barren, and they
were both well advanced in years.

8So it was, that while he was
serving as priest before God in the
order of his division,

9according to the custom of the
priesthood, his lot fell to pburn in-
cense when he went into the tem-
ple of the Lord.

10And the whole multitude of the
people was praying outside at the
hour of incense.

11Then an qangel of the Lord ap-

1:12
r v. 29; Luke 2:9

1:13
s See Heb. 1:4,

note

t Cp. Gen. 25:21

u v. 24

v v. 57

w vv. 60,63

1:14
x v. 58

1:15
y Luke 7:24-28

z Cp. Lev. 10:9;
Num. 6:2-4

aa Holy Spirit
(NT): vv.
15,17; Luke
1:35. (Matt.
1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

1:16
bb vv. 76-79; cp.

Dan. 12:3

1:17
cc See Matt.

17:10, note

1:18
dd Cp. Gen.

17:17

1:19
ee Luke 2:10

1:20
ff v. 22; cp.

Ezek. 3:24-27

1:1
a John 20:31

1:2
b Mark 1:1; John

15:27; Acts
1:21-22

c Acts 1:3; 10:39;
Heb. 2:3; 1 Pet.
5:1; 2 Pet. 1:16;
1 John 1:1

d Cp. Eph. 3:7-8

e Acts 1:2

1:3
f Inspiration: vv.

1-4; Luke 1:70.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

g Acts 1:1

1:4
h v. 1

1:5
i v. 39

j 1 Chr. 24:1,10

k Neh. 12:4

l Lev. 21:13-14;
cp. 2 Cor. 6:14-
18

1:6
m Righteousness:

(OT): vv. 5-6;
Luke 2:25.
(Gen. 6:9; Luke
2:25, note)

n Law (of Moses):
v. 6; Luke 2:23.
(Ex. 19:1; Gal.
3:24, note)

1:7
o Cp. Gen. 18:11-

14

1:9
p Ex. 30:7-8

1:11
q See Heb. 1:4,

note

1396 LUKE 1:1–21

*1:1 Or are most surely believed
*1:17 Malachi 4:5–6

1:3 From the very first is from the Greek anōthen (adv.,
from anō, which can mean “up,” “upward,” or “above”),
which is translated elsewhere by “from above” (John 3:31;
19:11; James 1:17; 3:15,17; but compare Acts 26:5, where
it is translated “from the first”). Luke’s use of anōthen is an
affirmation that his knowledge of these things, derived from
those who had been eyewitnesses from the beginning (v.
2), was confirmed by revelation. In like manner Paul had
doubtless heard from the eleven the story of the institution
of the Lord’s Supper; but he also had it by revelation from

the Lord (1 Cor. 11:23) and his writing, like Luke’s knowl-
edge, thus became firsthand and not simply traditional.
Observe, too, Luke’s expression “in order,” an emphatic
term to indicate his purpose of presenting the Gospel
record in an orderly fashion.

1:5 Herod. Herod the Great. See Matt. 2:1, note.

Elizabeth: to whom God is the oath. The cousin of
the Virgin Mary and the mother of John the Baptist.

1:19 Gabriel. Meaning man of God. Dan 8:16; 9:21.



Zacharias, and marveled that he lin-
gered so long in the temple.

22But when he came out, he
could not speak to them; and they
perceived that he had seen a vision
in the temple, for he abeckoned to
them and remained speechless.

23So it was, as soon as the days of
his service were completed, that he
departed to his bown house.

24Now after those days his wife
cElizabeth dconceived; and she hid
herself five months, saying,

25“Thus the Lord has dealt with
me, in the days when He looked on
me, to e take away my reproach
among people.”

The annunciation of Jesus’ birth
26Now in the sixth month the

fangel Gabriel was sent by God to a
city of Galilee named Nazareth,

27to a gvirgin betrothed to a man
whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. The virgin’s name
was Mary.

28And having come in, the angel
said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored
one, the Lord is with you; blessed
are you among women!”*

29But when she saw him,* she
was h troubled at his saying, and
considered what manner of greeting
this was.

30Then the angel said to her, “Do
not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found ifavor with God.

31“And behold, you will jconceive
in your womb and bring forth a
kSon, and shall call His lname JESUS.

32“He will be great, and will be
called the Son of the mHighest; and
the Lord God will ngive Him the
othrone of His pfather David.

33“And He qwill reign over the
house of Jacob rforever, and of His
skingdom there will be no end.”

Jesus’ miraculous conception
34Then Mary said to the angel,

“How can this be, tsince I do not
know a man?”

35And the angel answered and

1:35
u Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 35; Luke
1:41. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

v Sanctification
(NT): v. 35;
Luke 1:70.
(Matt. 4:5; Rev.
22:11, note)

w Ps. 2:7; Matt.
14:33; John
1:34; 20:31;
Acts 8:37; Rom.
1:1-4; Heb.
1:2,8

1:37
x Matt. 19:26; cp.

Gen. 18:14

1:38
y Cp. Rom. 6:13

1:22
a Cp. vv. 20,62

1:23
b Cp. 1 Chr. 9:22-

25

1:24
c vv. 5,13

d v. 36; cp. Gen.
21:2

1:25
e Gen. 30:23; cp.

Is. 4:1

1:26
f See Heb. 1:4,

note

1:27
g Matt. 1:18

1:29
h v. 12

1:30
i v. 28; Luke 2:52

1:31
j Is. 7:14; Matt.

1:21; Gal. 4:4

k Christ (first ad-
vent): vv. 31-35;
Luke 2:7. (Gen.
3:15; Acts 1:11,
note)

l Luke 2:21; Phil.
2:9-11

1:32
m vv. 35,76

n 2 Sam. 7:12; Is.
9:6-7; Jer. 23:5

o 2 Sam. 7:14-17

p Matt. 1:1

1:33
q Israel (prophe-

cies): vv. 32-33;
Luke 1:68. (Gen.
12:2; Rom.
11:26, note)

r Dan. 2:44;
7:14,27; Mic.
4:7; Heb. 1:8;
2 Pet. 1:11

s Kingdom (NT):
vv. 32-33; Luke
8:10. (Matt. 2:2;
1 Cor. 15:24,
note)

1:34
t Cp. Matt. 1:18-

20

LUKE 1:22–39 1397
said to her, “The Holy uSpirit will
come upon you, and the power of
the Highest will overshadow you;
therefore, also, that vHoly One who
is to be born will be called the wSon
of God.

36“Now indeed, Elizabeth your
relative has also conceived a son in
her old age; and this is now the
sixth month for her who was called
barren.

37x“For with God nothing will be
impossible.”

38Then Mary said, “Behold the
maidservant of the Lord! yLet it be
to me according to your word.” And
the angel departed from her.

Mary visits Elizabeth
39Now Mary arose in those days

*1:28 NU-Text omits blessed are you among
women. *1:29 NU-Text omits when she saw
him.

1:26 sixth month. See Lev. 23:2, note. Gabriel. Mean-
ing man of God. Dan. 8:16; 9:21.

1:28 highly favored. Or endued with grace. Verse 30;
compare Dan. 9:23; 10:19.

1:27 THE MARYS OF 
THE NEW TESTAMENT

Six Marys are to be distinguished in the NT:
(1) Mary, the mother of Jesus, always clearly identi-

fied by the context.
(2) Mary, the mother of the Apostle James (called

“the Less,” Mark 15:40) and wife of Clopas (John
19:25), who may be identified with Alphaeus (Matt.
10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:15). She was evidently the
cousin of Mary, the mother of Jesus. This Mary watched
the crucifixion (Matt. 27:56; Mark 15:40; John 19:25),
visited the garden tomb (Mark 15:47; 16:1; Luke
24:10), and was presumably among the women who
saw the risen Lord on the resurrection day (Matt.
28:7–9; Luke 24:9,22–24). She is normally mentioned
only in connection with one or both of her sons. Some
have conjectured that this Mary was the sister of Mary,
the mother of Jesus, but it is highly improbable that two
sisters would have the same name.

(3) Mary of Bethany, sister of Martha and Lazarus,
mentioned by name only in Luke 10:39,42; John
11:1,2,19,20,28,31,32,45; 12:3, but referred to in Matt.
26:7; Mark 14:3–9.

(4) Mary Magdalene, a woman of Magdala, “out of
whom [Jesus] had cast seven demons” (Mark 16:9). She
is never mentioned apart from the identifying word
“Magdalene” and is not to be confused with the sinful
woman who anointed the Savior’s feet in a city of Gal-
ilee (Luke 7:36–50).

(5) Mary, the mother of John Mark, and sister of Bar-
nabas (Acts 12:12). And

(6) Mary, a Christian woman of Rome, to whom Paul
sent his salutation (Rom. 16:6).



55 tAs He uspoke to our vfathers,
To Abraham and to his wseed

forever.”
56And Mary remained with her

about three months, and returned
to her house.

John is born and named
57Now Elizabeth’s full time came

for her to be delivered, and she
brought forth a son.

58When her neighbors and rela-
tives heard how the Lord had
shown great mercy to her, they xre-
joiced with her.

59So it was, on the yeighth day,
that they came to circumcise the
child; and they would have called
him by the name of his father,
Zacharias.

60His mother answered and said,
“No; he shall be called zJohn.”

61But they said to her, “There is
no one among your relatives who is
called by this name.”

62So they made signs to his fa-
ther—what he would have him
called.

63And he asked for a writing
tablet, and wrote, saying, “His
name is John.” So they all marveled.

64Immediately his mouth was
aaopened and his tongue loosed,
and he spoke, praising God.

65Then fear came on all who
dwelt around them; and all these
sayings were discussed throughout
all the hill country of Judea.

66And all those who heard them
kept them in their bbhearts, saying,
“What kind of child will this be?”
And the hand of the Lord was with
him.

Zacharias’ “Benedictus”
67Now his father Zacharias was

ccfilled with the Holy ddSpirit, and
prophesied, saying:
68“Blessed ee is the Lord God of

Israel,
For He has ffvisited and

ggredeemed His hhpeople,
69 And has raised up a iihorn of

jjsalvation for us
In the house of His servant

David,

and went into the hill country with
haste, to a city of Judah,

40and entered the house of
Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth.

41And it happened, when Eliza-
beth heard the greeting of Mary,
that the babe leaped in her womb;
and Elizabeth was afilled with the
Holy bSpirit.

42Then she spoke out with a loud
voice and said, c“Blessed are you
among women, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb!

43“But why is this granted to me,
that the mother of my Lord should
dcome to me?

44“For indeed, as soon as the
voice of your greeting sounded in
my ears, the babe leaped in my
womb for joy.

45e“Blessed is she who fbelieved,
for there will be a fulfillment of
those things which were told her
from the Lord.”

Mary’s “Magnificat”
(cp. 1 Sam. 2:1–10)

46And Mary said:

“My soul magnifies the Lord,
47 And my spirit has grejoiced in

hGod my iSavior.
48 For He has jregarded the lowly

state of His maidservant;
For behold, henceforth all

generations will call me
blessed.

49 For He who is mighty has done
kgreat things for me,

And lholy is His name.
50 And His mmercy is on those

who nfear Him
From generation to generation.

51 He has shown strength with
His oarm;

He has scattered the pproud in
the imagination of their
hearts.

52 qHe has put down the mighty
from their thrones,

And exalted the lowly.
53 He has rfilled the hungry with

good things,
And the rich He has sent away

empty.
54 He has helped His sservant

Israel,
In remembrance of His mercy,

1:55
t Gal. 3:16

u See Heb. 8:8,
note

v Rom. 11:28

w Gen. 17:19

1:58
x v. 14; Rom.

12:15

1:59
y Gen. 17:12;

Lev. 12:3; Phil.
3:5

1:60
z vv. 13,63

1:64
aa v. 20

1:66
bb Luke 2:18

1:67
cc v. 41

dd Holy Spirit
(NT): v. 67;
Luke 2:25.
(Matt. 1:18;
Acts 2:4,
note)

1:68
ee 1 Kin. 1:48;

Ps. 106:48

ff Cp. Luke
2:27-32

gg See Ex. 6:6
and Rom.
3:24, notes

hh Israel (histo-
ry): vv. 68-79;
Luke 13:35.
(Gen. 12:2;
Rom. 11:26,
note)

1:69
ii 2 Sam. 22:3;

see Deut.
33:17, note

jj See Rom.
1:16, note

1:41
a Acts 6:3

b Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 41; Luke
1:67. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

1:42
c v. 28

1:43
d Cp. Matt. 3:14

1:45
e John 20:29

f Cp. Heb. 11:11

1:47
g Hab. 3:18

h 1 Tim. 1:1; Titus
3:4

i See Rom. 1:16,
note

1:48
j Cp. 1 Sam.

1:11; Ps. 138:6

1:49
k Ps. 71:19;

126:2-3

l Ps. 111:9; Rev.
4:8

1:50
m Ex. 34:6-7; Ps.

103:17

n See Ps. 19:9,
note

1:51
o Ps. 98:1

p 1 Pet. 5:5

1:52
q 1 Sam. 2:7-8

1:53
r Matt. 5:6

1:54
s Is. 41:8
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70 aAs He bspoke by the mouth of
His choly prophets,

Who have been dsince the
world began,

71 That we should be saved from
our enemies

And from the hand of all who
hate us,

72 To perform the mercy promised
to our fathers

And to remember His eholy
fcovenant,

73 The goath which He swore to
our father Abraham:

74 To grant us that we,
Being delivered from the hand

of our enemies,
Might serve Him without fear,

75 In hholiness and irighteousness
before Him all the days of
our life.

76“And you, child, will be called
the jprophet of the Highest;

For you kwill go before the face
of the Lord to prepare His
ways,

77 To give lknowledge of
msalvation to His people

By the remission of their nsins,
78 Through the tender mercy of

our God,
With which the Dayspring from

on high has visited* us;
79 To give olight to those who sit

in darkness and the
shadow of death,

To pguide our feet into the way
of peace.”

80So the qchild grew and became
strong in spirit, and was in the
deserts till the day of his manifesta-
tion to Israel.

Jesus is born in Bethlehem
(Matt. 1:18–25; 2:1; cp. John 1:14)

2AND it came to pass in those
days that a decree went out

from Caesar Augustus that all the
world should be rregistered.

2This census first took place while
Quirinius was governing Syria.

2:4
s Mic. 5:2

t See Matt. 1:1,
note

2:7
u Christ (first ad-

vent): vv. 1-7;
Luke 2:26.
(Gen. 3:15; Acts
1:11, note).

2:9
v See Heb. 1:4,

note; cp. Judg.
2:1, note

2:10
w Luke 1:13,30

x Gospel: vv. 10-
11; Luke 4:18.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

y Gen. 12:3; Is.
49:6

2:11
z See Rom. 1:16,

note

2:14
aa See Matt.

10:34, note

2:15
bb See Heb. 1:4,

note

1:70
a Rom. 1:2

b Inspiration: vv.
70-79; Luke 3:4.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

c Sanctification
(NT): v. 70;
Luke 1:72.
(Matt. 4:5; Rev.
22:11, note)

d Acts 3:21

1:72
e Sanctification

(NT): v. 72;
Luke 1:75.
(Matt. 4:5; Rev.
22:11, note)

f See Gen. 12:2,
note

1:73
g Gen. 22:16-18

1:75
h Sanctification

(NT): v. 75;
Luke 2:23.
(Matt. 4:5; Rev.
22:11, note)

i Eph. 4:24; see
Rom. 10:10,
note

1:76
j Matt. 11:9

k v. 17; Luke 7:27

1:77
l Mark 1:4

m See Rom. 1:16,
note

n See Rom. 3:23,
note

1:79
o Is. 9:2; Acts

26:18

p John 10:4

1:80
q Cp. Luke 2:40

2:1
r Acts 5:37
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3So all went to be registered,

everyone to his own city.
4Joseph also went up from Gali-

lee, out of the city of Nazareth, into
Judea, to the city of David, which is
called sBethlehem, because he was
of the thouse and lineage of David,

5to be registered with Mary, his
betrothed wife,* who was with child.

6So it was, that while they were
there, the days were completed for
her to be delivered.

7uAnd she brought forth her first-
born Son, and wrapped Him in
swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a
manger, because there was no room
for them in the inn.

Angelic announcement
of Jesus’ birth

8Now there were in the same
country shepherds living out in the
fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night.

9And behold,* an vangel of the
Lord stood before them, and the glo-
ry of the Lord shone around them,
and they were greatly afraid.

10Then the angel said to them,
w“Do not be afraid, for behold, I
bring you good xtidings of great joy
which will be to yall people.

11“For there is born to you this
day in the city of David a zSavior,
who is Christ the Lord.

12“And this will be the sign to
you: You will find a Babe wrapped
in swaddling cloths, lying in a
manger.”

13And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heaven-
ly host praising God and saying:
14“Glory to God in the highest,

And on earth aapeace, goodwill
toward men!”*

Shepherds visit the Baby Jesus
15So it was, when the bbangels

had gone away from them into
heaven, that the shepherds said to
*1:78 NU-Text reads shall visit. *2:5 NU-Text
omits wife. *2:9 NU-Text omits behold.
*2:14 NU-Text reads toward men of goodwill.

1:70 world. Greek aiōn. See Mark 10:30, note.
1:78 Dayspring. Or Sunrising. Compare Mal. 4:2; 2 Pet.

1:19.
2:1 world. The “world” (Greek oikoumenē, signifying

the inhabited earth) when it has political reference in the
NT, speaks of the Roman Empire or the Roman world.

2:7 brought forth. Approximately 5 B.C.



ebefore He was conceived in the
womb.

22Now when the fdays of her pu-
rification according to the law of
Moses were completed, they
brought Him to Jerusalem to pre-
sent Him to the Lord

23g(as it is written in the hlaw of
the Lord, i“Every male who opens
the womb shall be called jholy to
the LORD” ),

24and to offer a sacrifice kaccord-
ing to what is said in the law of the
Lord, “A pair of turtledoves or two
young pigeons.”

Simeon’s adoration and prophecy
25And behold, there was a man in

Jerusalem whose name was Simeon,
and this man was l just and devout,
waiting for the Consolation of Isra-
el, and the Holy mSpirit was upon
him.

26And it had been revealed to
him by the Holy nSpirit that he
would not see death before he had
seen the Lord’s oChrist.

27So he came by the Spirit into
the temple. And when the parents
brought in the Child Jesus, to do for
Him according to the custom of the
law,

28he took Him up in his arms and
blessed God and psaid:
29“Lord, now You are letting Your

servant qdepart in peace,
rAccording to Your word;

30 For my eyes have seen Your
ssalvation

one another, “Let us now go to
Bethlehem and see this thing that
has come to pass, which the Lord
has made known to us.”

16And they came with haste and
found Mary and Joseph, and the
Babe lying in a manger.

17Now when they had seen Him,
they made widely* known the say-
ing which was told them concern-
ing this Child.

18And all those who heard it mar-
veled at those things which were
told them by the shepherds.

19But Mary kept all these things
and pondered them in her heart.

20Then the shepherds returned,
glorifying and apraising God for all
the things that they had heard and
seen, as it was told them.

Jesus presented at the temple in
Jerusalem (cp. Ex. 13:12,15)

21And when beight days were
completed for the circumcision of
the Child,* His name was called
cJESUS, the name given by the dangel

2:23
i Ex. 13:2,12;

Num. 3:13; 8:17

j Sanctification
(NT): v. 23;
Luke 9:26.
(Matt. 4:5; Rev.
22:11, note)

2:24
k Lev. 12:8

2:25
l Righteousness

(OT): vv. 25,37;
Luke 23:47.
(Gen. 6:9; Luke
2:25, note)

m Holy Spirit (NT):
vv. 25-27; Luke
2:26. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

2:26
n Holy Spirit (NT):

vv. 25-27; Luke
3:16. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

o Christ (first ad-
vent): vv. 26-32;
Luke 9:56.
(Gen. 3:15; Acts
1:11, note)

2:28
p Bible prayers

(NT): vv. 28-32;
Luke 5:12.
(Matt. 6:9; Luke
11:2, note)

2:29
q v. 26; cp. Gen.

46:30

r v. 26

2:30
s Gen. 49:18; see

Rom. 1:16, note

2:20
a Luke 19:37

2:21
b Gen. 17:12;

Lev. 12:3; cp.
Luke 1:59

c Matt. 1:21

d See Heb. 1:4,
note

e Luke 1:31; cp.
Luke 1:13

2:22
f Lev. 12:2-6

2:23
g Ex. 14:19;

22:29; Lev.
27:26; Deut.
18:4; Neh.
10:36; cp. James
1:18

h Law (of Moses):
vv. 23-24,39;
Luke 4:4. (Ex.
19:1; Gal. 3:24,
note)

1400 LUKE 2:16–30

*2:17 NU-Text omits widely. *2:21 NU-Text
reads for His circumcision.

2:25 RIGHTEOUSNESS
OLD TESTAMENT, SUMMARY

The words “righteous” and “just” are used to translate
the Hebrew yashar, “upright”; tsaddiq, “just.” In these
words but one idea inheres: the righteous or just man is
so called because he is right with God; and he is right
with God because he has observed “all the command-
ments and ordinances of the Lord” (Luke 1:6; compare
Rom. 10:5; Phil. 3:6). The OT righteous man was not
sinless (Eccl. 7:20) but one who, for his sins, trusted the
coming Messiah and offered in faith the required sacri-
fice (e.g. Lev. 4:27–35). Compare Righteousness (NT),
Rom. 10:10, note, and Paul’s contrast, Phil. 3:4–9.
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31 Which You have prepared
before the face of all
peoples,

32 A alight to bring revelation to
the Gentiles,

And the glory of Your people
Israel.”

33And Joseph and His mother*

marveled at those things which
were spoken of Him.

34Then Simeon blessed them, and
said to Mary His mother, “Behold,
this Child is destined for the fall and
brising of many in Israel, and for a
sign which will be cspoken against

35“(yes, a sword will dpierce
through your own soul also), that
the thoughts of many hearts may be
revealed.”

Anna’s testimony to Christ
36Now there was one, Anna, a

eprophetess, the daughter of Phanu-
el, of the tribe of fAsher. She was of
a great age, and had lived with a
husband seven years from her vir-
ginity;

37and this woman was a gwidow
of about eighty-four years,* who did
not depart from the temple, but
served God with fastings and
hprayers night and day.

38And coming in that instant she
gave thanks to the Lord,* and spoke
of Him to all those who ilooked for
jredemption in Jerusalem.

Return to Nazareth: the silent
years (after events of Matt. 2)

39So when they had performed all
things according to the law of the
Lord, they returned to Galilee, to
their own city, Nazareth.

40kAnd the Child grew and be-
came strong in spirit,* filled with
lwisdom; and the mgrace of God
was upon Him.

Jesus’ visit to His “Father’s
house” in Jerusalem

41His parents went to nJerusalem
every year at the Feast of the oPass-
over.

42And when He was twelve years

2:42
p Ex. 23:14-15

2:43
q Ex. 12:15

2:45
r Cp. John 7:33-

36

2:46
s Luke 5:17

2:47
t Matt. 7:28;

Mark 1:22; Luke
4:22

2:48
u John 7:15,46

2:49
v John 9:4

w John 4:34;
5:17,36; cp. Ps.
40:8

2:50
x Luke 9:45;

18:34; cp. Mark
8:18

2:51
y v. 19; cp. Dan.

7:28

2:52
z v. 40; cp.

1 Sam. 2:21

aa Is. 11:2-3;
Col. 2:2-3

bb 1 Sam. 2:26;
Prov. 3:1-4;
cp. Acts 2:47;
Rom. 14:18

3:1
cc Matt. 27:2

2:32
a Is. 49:6; 60:1-3;

Matt. 4:13-16;
Acts 13:47; cp.
Acts 28:28;
Rom. 9:22-24

2:34
b Matt. 21:44;

1 Cor. 1:23-24;
1 Pet. 2:7

c Acts 28:22;
1 Pet. 2:12; 4:14

2:35
d John 19:25

2:36
e Cp. Ex. 15:20;

Acts 21:9

f Josh. 19:24

2:37
g Cp. 1 Tim. 5:9-

13

h 1 Tim. 5:5

2:38
i v. 25; Lam.

3:25-26; cp.
Luke 24:21

j Cp. Is. 52:9; see
Rom. 3:24, note

2:40
k Cp. Luke 1:80

l 1 Cor. 1:24,30

m See John 1:17,
note

2:41
n John 4:20

o Luke 22:15; see
Ex. 12:11, note
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old, they went up to Jerusalem ac-
cording to the pcustom of the feast.

43When they had finished the
qdays, as they returned, the Boy
Jesus lingered behind in Jerusalem.
And Joseph and His mother* did not
know it;

44but supposing Him to have been
in the company, they went a day’s
journey, and sought Him among
their relatives and acquaintances.

45So when they rdid not find
Him, they returned to Jerusalem,
seeking Him.

46Now so it was that after three
days they found Him in the temple,
sitting in the midst of the steachers,
both listening to them and asking
them questions.

47And all who heard Him were
tastonished at His understanding
and answers.

48So when they saw Him, they
were uamazed; and His mother said
to Him, “Son, why have You done
this to us? Look, Your father and I
have sought You anxiously.”

49And He said to them, “Why did
you seek Me? Did you not know
that I must be vabout wMy Father’s
business?”

50But they did xnot understand
the statement which He spoke to
them.

Jesus grows in wisdom,
stature, and favor

51Then He went down with them
and came to Nazareth, and was sub-
ject to them, but His mother ykept
all these things in her heart.

52And Jesus zincreased in aawis-
dom and stature, bband in favor
with God and men.

Ministry of John the Baptist
(Matt. 3:1–11; Mark 1:1–8;

John 1:6–8,15–37)

3NOW in the fifteenth year of the
reign of Tiberius Caesar, ccPon-

tius Pilate being governor of Judea,
Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, his
*2:33 NU-Text reads And His father and mother.
*2:37 NU-Text reads a widow until she was eighty-
four. *2:38 NU-Text reads to God.
*2:40 NU-Text omits in spirit. *2:43 NU-Text
reads And His parents.

3:1 Herod. Herod Antipas. Matt. 14:1; see Mark 6:14, note.



14Likewise the soldiers asked
him, saying, “And pwhat shall we
do?” So he said to them, “Do not in-
timidate anyone or accuse qfalsely,
and be content with your rwages.”

15Now as the people were in ex-
pectation, and all reasoned in their
hearts about John, whether he was
the Christ or not,

16John answered, saying to all, “I
indeed sbaptize you with water; but
One mightier than I is coming,
whose sandal strap I am not worthy
to loose. He will tbaptize you with
the Holy uSpirit and fire.

17“His winnowing fan is in His
hand, and He will thoroughly clean
out His threshing floor, vand gather
the wheat into His barn; but the
chaff He will burn with unquench-
able fire.”

18And with many other exhorta-
tions he preached to the people.

19But Herod the tetrarch, being
rebuked by him concerning wHero-
dias, his brother Philip’s wife,* and
for all the evils which Herod had
done,

20also added this, above all, that
he shut John up in prison.

Baptism of Jesus (Matt. 3:13–17;
Mark 1:9–11; cp. John 1:31–34)

21When all the people were xbap-
tized, it came to pass that Jesus also
was baptized; and while He
yprayed, the heaven was zopened.

22And the Holy aaSpirit descend-
ed in bodily form like a dove upon
Him, and a voice came from heaven
which said, “You are My beloved
Son; in You I am well bbpleased.”

Genealogy of Mary, mother of Jesus,
in David’s line through Nathan

(v. 31; cp. Matt. 1:1–16)
23Now Jesus Himself began His

ministry at about ccthirty years of
age, being (as was supposed) the
ddson of Joseph, the son of Heli,

brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and
the region of Trachonitis, and Lysa-
nias tetrarch of Abilene,

2while Annas and aCaiaphas were
high priests,* the word of God came
to bJohn the son of Zacharias in the
wilderness.

3And he went into all the region
around the Jordan, preaching a bap-
tism of crepentance for the remis-
sion of dsins,

4as it is ewritten in the book of the
words of Isaiah the prophet, fsaying:

“The voice of one crying in the
wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the LORD;
Make His paths straight.

5 Every valley shall be filled
And every mountain and hill

brought low;
The crooked places shall be

made straight
And the rough ways smooth;

6 And all flesh shall see the
gsalvation of God.’ ”

7Then he said to the multitudes
that came out to be baptized by him,
h“Brood of vipers! Who warned you
to flee from the wrath to come?

8“Therefore bear fruits iworthy of
repentance, and do not begin to say
to yourselves, j‘We have Abraham
as our father.’ For I say to you that
God is able to raise up children to
Abraham from these stones.

9“And even now the ax is laid to
the root of the trees. kTherefore
every tree which does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown
into the fire.”

10So the people asked him, say-
ing, l“What shall we do then?”

11He answered and said to them,
“He who has two tunics, let him
mgive to him who has none; and he
who has food, let him do nlikewise.”

12Then tax collectors also came to
be baptized, and said to him,
“Teacher, owhat shall we do?”

13And he said to them, “Collect
no more than what is appointed for
you.”

3:14
p Cp. vv. 10,12

q Ex. 20:16; 23:1

r Cp. Matt. 20:1-
14

3:16
s See Acts 8:12,

note

t John 7:39; Acts
2:1-4

u Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 16; Luke
3:22. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

3:17
v Matt. 13:24-30

3:19
w See Mark 6:14,

note

3:21
x See Acts 8:12,

note

y Cp. Luke 9:29

z Ezek. 1:1; cp.
Acts 7:56; Rev.
4:1; 11:19;
15:5; 19:11

3:22
aa Holy Spirit

(NT): v. 22;
Luke 4:1.
(Matt. 1:18;
Acts 2:4,
note)

bb Matt. 17:5;
2 Pet. 1:17

3:23
cc Cp. Num.

4:3,35,39,47

dd Luke 4:22;
John 6:42

3:2
a John 11:49;

18:13; Acts 4:6

b Luke 1:13

3:3
c Repentance: vv.

3,8; Luke 5:32.
(Matt. 3:2; Acts
17:30, note)

d See Rom. 3:23,
note

3:4
e Inspiration: vv.

4-6; Luke 4:4.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

f Is. 40:3-5; Mark
1:3

3:6
g Is. 52:10; Rom.

10:8-18; see
Rom. 1:16, note

3:7
h Matt. 12:34

3:8
i 2 Cor. 7:9-11;

cp. Matt. 7:20

j Cp. Rom. 9:6,8;
Gal. 3:29; 6:15

3:9
k Luke 13:5-9

3:10
l Acts 2:37-38;

16:30-31

3:11
m Cp. James 2:14-

20

n Is. 58:7; cp.
1 Tim. 6:17-18

3:12
o Cp. vv. 10,14

1402 LUKE 3:2–23

*3:2 NU-Text and M-Text read in the high
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas. *3:19 NU-
Text reads his brother’s wife.

3:1 tetrarch. A tetrarch, who governed a fourth part of
a province, was sometimes called a king. Philip. Herod
Philip, son of Herod the Great. Matt. 14:3; see Mark 6:14,
note.

3:19 Herod. Herod Antipas. v. 1; Matt. 14:1; see Mark
6:14, note. Philip’s. Herod Philip, son of Herod the Great.
See Mark 6:14, note.

3:21 was baptized. Approximately A.D. 26.



24the son of Matthat,* the son of
Levi, the son of Melchi, the son of
Janna, the son of Joseph,

25the son of Mattathiah, the son
of Amos, the son of Nahum, the son
of Esli, the son of Naggai,

26the son of Maath, the son of
Mattathiah, the son of Semei, the
son of Joseph, the son of Judah,

27the son of Joannas, the son of
Rhesa, the son of aZerubbabel, the
son of Shealtiel, the son of Neri,

28the son of Melchi, the son of
Addi, the son of Cosam, the son of
Elmodam, the son of Er,

29the son of Jose, the son of Elie-
zer, the son of Jorim, the son of
Matthat, the son of Levi,

30the son of Simeon, the son of
Judah, the son of Joseph, the son of
Jonan, the son of Eliakim,

31the son of Melea, the son of
Menan, the son of Mattathah, the
son of Nathan, the son of David,

32the son of Jesse, the son of
Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of
Salmon, the son of Nahshon,

33the son of Amminadab, the son
of Ram, the son of Hezron, the son
of Perez, the son of Judah,

34the son of Jacob, the son of
Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son
of Terah, the son of Nahor,

35the son of Serug, the son of
Reu, the son of Peleg, the son of
Eber, the son of Shelah,

36the son of Cainan, the son of

3:36
b Gen. 10:22,24;

11:10-13; 1 Chr.
1:17-18

4:1
c Is. 11:2; 61:1

d Holy Spirit (NT):
vv. 1,14; Luke
11:13. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

e Ezek. 3:12; Luke
2:27; cp. 1 Kin.
18:12; Acts 8:39

4:2
f Cp. Gen. 3:15

g Test/Tempt: vv.
1-13; Luke 8:13.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note)

h Cp. Ex. 34:28;
1 Kin. 19:8; Acts
1:3

i Mark 11:12

4:3
j Mark 3:11; John

20:31

4:4
k Inspiration: v. 4;

Luke 4:8. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16). Cp. Eph.
6:17

l Law (of Moses):
v. 4; Luke 4:8.
(Ex. 19:1; Gal.
3:24, note)

m Deut. 8:3; cp.
John 6:22-58

3:27
a Ezra 2:2; 3:8;

see 1 Chr. 3:19,
note
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bArphaxad, the son of Shem, the
son of Noah, the son of Lamech,

37the son of Methuselah, the son
of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son
of Mahalalel, the son of Cainan,

38the son of Enosh, the son of
Seth, the son of Adam, the son of
God.

Temptation of Jesus (Matt. 4:1–11;
Mark 1:12–13; cp. Gen. 3:6;

1 John 2:16)

4THEN Jesus, being cfilled with
the Holy dSpirit, returned from

the Jordan and was eled by the Spir-
it into* the wilderness,

2 fbeing gtempted for hforty days
by the devil. And in those days He
ate nothing, and afterward, when
they had ended, He was ihungry.

3And the devil said to Him, “If
You are the jSon of God, command
this stone to become bread.”

4But Jesus answered him, saying,
“It is kwritten, l‘Man shall not live
by mbread alone, but by every word
of God.’ ”*

5Then the devil, taking Him up
on a high mountain, showed Him*

*3:24 This and several other names in the
genealogy are spelled somewhat differently in the
NU-Text. Since the New King James Version uses
the Old Testament spelling for persons mentioned in
the New Testament, these variations, which come
from the Greek, have not been footnoted.
*4:1 NU-Text reads in. *4:4 NU-Text omits but
by every word of God. *4:5 NU-Text reads And
taking Him up, he showed Him.

3:23 THE GENEALOGIES OF JESUS

The genealogies of our Lord recorded in Matt. 1:1–17 and Luke 3:23–38 have their similarities and their differences.
Though the Lucan genealogy goes back to Adam and that of Matthew goes only to Abraham, they are both in absolute
agreement in the generations between Abraham and David. It is with the Son of David that the great difference begins,
for Luke traces our Lord’s ancestry from David through Nathan, whereas Matthew uses the royal line through
Solomon. It is true that the names Shealtiel, Zerubbabel, and possibly Matthat (Matthan in Matthew) appear subse-
quently in both, but otherwise the lists are entirely different. Indeed in one, Jacob is spoken of as Joseph’s father;
whereas in the other, Heli is presumably so presented.

Two views have been maintained by equally godly and learned scholars. Some believe both genealogies are of Jo-
seph, but that the one in Matthew gives the legal descendants of David to establish our Lord’s claim to the Davidic
throne, while Luke gives the particular line to which Joseph actually belonged. The second list, then, is spoken of as
the collateral line and is eligible for royal duty when the legal line is incapacitated or becomes extinct.

A far simpler solution, and in all probability the true one, is that since every man has two genealogies—one through
his father and another through his mother—so Matthew presents Joseph’s genealogy (the Lord’s foster or legal father,
not his actual father), whereas Luke presents Mary’s genealogy. This view is supported by linguistic and historical ev-
idence and is held by many students of the Bible. In addition, appeal may be made to Num. 27:1–11 and 36:1–12 to
give Scriptural precedent for the substitution of Joseph’s name in Luke 3:23. At the same time it avoids the judgment
spoken of in Jer. 22:28–30 (see Matt. 1:11, note).



15And He utaught in their syna-
gogues, vbeing glorified by all.

Jesus in the synagogue at Nazareth;
His rejection (cp. Matt. 13:53–58;

Mark 6:1–6)
16So He came to Nazareth, where

He had been brought up. And as His
wcustom was, He went into the syn-
agogue on the xSabbath day, and
stood up to read.

17And He was handed the book of
the prophet Isaiah. And when He
had opened the book, He found the
place where it was ywritten:
18“The z Spirit of the LORD is upon

Me,
Because He has anointed Me
To preach the aagospel to the

poor;
He has sent Me to heal the

brokenhearted,*
To proclaim liberty to the

captives
And recovery of sight to the

blind,
To bbset at liberty those who

are oppressed;
19 To proclaim the acceptable year

of the LORD.”
20Then He closed the book, and

gave it back to the attendant and sat
down. And the eyes of all who were
in the synagogue were fixed on
Him.

21And He began to say to them,
“Today this Scripture is ccfulfilled in
your hearing.”

22So all bore witness to Him, and
marveled at the ddgracious words
which proceeded out of His mouth.
And they said, ee“Is this not Jo-
seph’s son?”

all the kingdoms of the world in a
moment of time.

6And the devil said to Him, “All
this aauthority I will give You, and
their glory; for this has been bdeliv-
ered to me, and I cgive it to whom-
ever I wish.

7“Therefore, if You will worship
before me, dall will be Yours.”

8And Jesus answered and said to
him, “Get behind Me, eSatan!* For*

it is fwritten, g‘You shall hworship
the LORD your God, and Him only
you shall serve.’ ”

9Then he brought Him to Jeru-
salem, iset Him on the pinnacle of
the temple, and said to Him, “If You
are the jSon of God, kthrow Yourself
down from here.

10“For it is lwritten:

‘Hem shall give His nangels
charge over you,

To keep you,’
11“and,

‘ In their hands they shall bear
you up,

Lest you dash your foot against
a stone.’ ”

12And Jesus answered and said to
him, “It has been osaid, p‘You shall
not qtempt the LORD your God.’ ”

13Now when the devil had ended
every r temptation, he sdeparted
from Him until an opportune time.

III. The Public Ministry
of the Son of Man, to the

Triumphal Entry, 4:14—19:27

First tour of Galilee
(Matt. 4:12–17; Mark 1:14–15)

14Then Jesus returned in the
power of the Spirit to Galilee, and
tnews of Him went out through all
the surrounding region.

4:13
r Heb. 4:14-16

s James 4:7

4:14
t Matt. 4:24

4:15
u v. 44; Matt. 4:23

v Is. 52:13; cp.
Luke 19:35-40

4:16
w Mark 1:21; John

18:20

x Sabbath: v. 16;
Luke 6:1. (Gen.
2:3; Matt. 12:1,
note)

4:17
y Inspiration: vv.

17-19; Luke 6:3.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16). Cp. Eph.
6:17

4:18
z Is. 61:1-2

aa Gospel: v. 18;
Luke 7:22.
(Gen. 12:3;
Rev. 14:6,
note)

bb Dan. 9:24;
John 8:32; cp.
Rev. 22:1-5

4:21
cc Matt. 1:22-23;

Acts 13:29

4:22
dd Ps. 45:2; John

1:14,17

ee John 6:42

4:6
a Cp. Rev. 13:2

b Cp. John 12:31;
14:30; 2 Cor. 4:4

c Rev. 13:7

4:7
d Cp. Gen. 3:1-7

4:8
e Satan: vv. 2-13;

Luke 8:12.
(Gen. 3:1, Rev.
20:10, note)

f Inspiration: v. 8;
Luke 4:10. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16). Cp. Eph.
6:17

g Law (of Moses):
v. 8; Luke 4:12.
(Ex. 19:1; Gal.
3:24, note)

h Deut. 6:13;
10:20

4:9
i Cp. John 12:3

j Mark 3:11; John
20:31

k Cp. 1 Pet. 5:8

4:10
l Inspiration: v.

10; Luke 4:12.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16). Cp. Eph.
6:17

m Ps. 91:11-12

n See Heb. 1:4,
note

4:12
o Inspiration: v.

12; Luke 4:17.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16). Cp. Eph.
6:17

p Law (of Moses):
v. 12; Luke
5:14. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

q Deut. 6:16; cp.
1 Cor. 10:9

1404 LUKE 4:6–22

*4:8 NU-Text omits Get behind Me, Satan.
* NU-Text and M-Text omit For. *4:18 NU-
Text omits to heal the brokenhearted.

4:5 world. Greek oikoumenē. See Luke 2:1, note.
4:10 it is written. After Satan’s failure to cause the Lord

Jesus to depart from Scripture, he seeks to tempt Him by
Scripture. However, Satan misquotes it in omitting the
phrase “in all your ways” (Ps. 91:11). The Lord’s ways were
those marked out for Him in perfect dependence upon His
Father’s will. Compare Heb. 10:7,9.

4:16 came to Nazareth. The Lord Jesus visited Naza-
reth twice after beginning His public ministry. See Matt.
13:54–58; Mark 6:1–6.

4:17,20 book. Literally roll or scroll.

4:19 acceptable year. A comparison with the passage
quoted, Is. 61:1–2, affords an instance of the exquisite ac-
curacy of the Lord’s use of Scripture. Jesus stopped at “the
acceptable year of the LORD,” which is connected with the
first advent and His gracious offer of Himself (Gen. 3:15;
Acts 1:11, note), whereas “the day of vengeance of our
God” (Is. 61:2) belongs to the second advent and judgment
(Deut. 30:3; Acts 1:11, note).

4:20 sat down. That is, to teach. Matt. 5:1; Luke 5:3;
John 8:2.



23He said to them, “You will sure-
ly say this proverb to Me, ‘Physi-
cian, aheal yourself! Whatever we
have heard bdone in cCapernaum,*
do also here in Your country.’ ”

24Then He said, “Assuredly, I say
to you, no dprophet is accepted in
his own country.

25“But I tell you truly, many wid-
ows were in Israel in the days of Eli-
jah, ewhen the heaven was shut up
three years and six months, and
there was a great famine through-
out all the land;

26“but to none of them was Elijah
sent fexcept to Zarephath,* in the
region of gSidon, to a woman who
was a widow.

27“And many lepers were in Isra-
el in the time of Elisha the prophet,
and none of them was cleansed hex-
cept Naaman the Syrian.”

28So all those in the synagogue,
when they heard these things, were
ifilled with wrath,

29 jand rose up and thrust Him out
of the city; and they led Him to the
brow of the hill on which their city
was built, that they might throw
Him down over the cliff.

30Then kpassing through the
midst of them, He went His way.

Jesus casts out demons
at Capernaum (Mark 1:21–28)

31Then He went down to Caper-
naum, a city of Galilee, and was
lteaching them on the Sabbaths.

32And they were mastonished at
His teaching, n for His word was
with authority.

33Now in the synagogue there
was a man who had a spirit of an
unclean odemon. And he cried out
with a loud voice,

34saying, “Let us alone! What
have we to do with You, Jesus of
Nazareth? Did You come to destroy
us? I know who You are—the pHoly
One of God!”

35But Jesus rebuked him, saying,

4:35
q See Matt. 7:22,

note

4:36
r v. 32

4:37
s vv. 14-15; cp.

Mic. 5:4; Mark
1:45

4:38
t v. 12; Mark 5:23

4:39
u Luke 8:24

v Miracles (NT):
vv. 38-41; Luke
5:6. (Matt. 8:3;
Acts 28:8, note)

w Cp. Luke 8:2-3

4:40
x Cp. v. 40 with v.

41; see Mark
3:15, note

4:41
y See Matt. 7:22,

note

z Acts 8:7

aa Mark 8:29;
cp. Mark
14:61

bb vv. 34-35

cc Mark 3:11;
cp. Acts
19:15

4:42
dd Luke 9:10

4:43
ee Mark 1:14;

John 9:4

ff See Matt.
6:33, note

4:44
gg Matt. 4:23;

9:35

5:1
hh Acts 13:44;

cp. Rom.
10:17

4:23
a Cp. Matt. 27:40;

Luke 5:31

b Matt. 11:23-24

c Matt. 4:13

4:24
d John 4:44

4:25
e 1 Kin. 17:1-7;

cp. James 5:17-
18

4:26
f 1 Kin. 17:8-16

g Cp. Matt. 15:21-
28

4:27
h 2 Kin. 5:1-15

4:28
i Luke 6:11

4:29
j Luke 17:25;

John 8:37;
10:31; cp. Acts
5:33

4:30
k John 8:59;

10:39

4:31
l v. 15

4:32
m Matt. 7:28-29

n v. 36; John 6:63;
8:26,28,38,47;
12:49-50; cp.
Titus 2:15

4:33
o See Matt. 7:22,

note

4:34
p Ps. 16:10; Is.

49:7; Luke 1:35

LUKE 4:23—5:1 1405
“Be quiet, and come out of him!”
And when the qdemon had thrown
him in their midst, it came out of
him and did not hurt him.

36Then they were all amazed and
spoke among themselves, saying,
“What a word this is! rFor with au-
thority and power He commands the
unclean spirits, and they come out.”

37And the sreport about Him
went out into every place in the sur-
rounding region.

Peter’s mother-in-law and others
healed (Matt. 8:14–17; Mark 1:29–34)

38Now He arose from the syna-
gogue and entered Simon’s house.
But Simon’s wife’s mother was sick
with a high fever, and they tmade
request of Him concerning her.

39So He stood over her and ure-
buked the fever, and it vleft her. And
immediately she arose and wserved
them.

40When the sun was setting, xall
those who had any that were sick
with various diseases brought them
to Him; and He laid His hands on
every one of them and healed them.

41And ydemons also came out of
many, zcrying out and saying,
aa“You are the Christ,* the Son of
God!” And He, bbrebuking them,
did not allow them to speak, for
they ccknew that He was the Christ.

42Now when it was day, He de-
parted and went into a dddeserted
place. And the crowd sought Him
and came to Him, and tried to keep
Him from leaving them;

43but He said to them, “I must
eepreach the ffkingdom of God to
the other cities also, because for
this purpose I have been sent.”

44And He was ggpreaching in the
synagogues of Galilee.*

Jesus calls first disciples
(Matt. 4:18–22; Mark 1:16–20;

cp. John 1:35–51; 21:1–8)

5SO it was, as the multitude
pressed about Him to hhhear the

word of God, that He stood by the
Lake of Gennesaret,
*4:23 Here and elsewhere the NU-Text spelling is
Capharnaum. *4:26 Greek Sarepta
*4:41 NU-Text omits the Christ. *4:44 NU-
Text reads Judea.

Elijah: my God is Jehovah. The Tishbite who was a
great prophet of the Lord. He performed miracles and
was taken to heaven in a chariot of fire.

Elisha: to whom God is salvation. A great prophet in
Israel who succeeded Elijah.



touched him, saying, “I am willing;
be cleansed.” rImmediately the lep-
rosy sleft him.

14And He charged him to tell no
one, “But go and tshow yourself to
the priest, and make an offering for
your cleansing, as a testimony to
them, u just as Moses vcommand-
ed.”

15However, the wreport went
around concerning Him all the
more; and great multitudes came to-
gether to hear, and to be healed by
Him of their infirmities.

A paralytic healed
(Matt. 9:2–8; Mark 2:1–12)

16So He Himself often xwithdrew
into the wilderness and yprayed.

17Now it happened on a certain
day, as He was teaching, that there
were zPharisees and teachers of the
law sitting by, who had come out of
every town of Galilee, Judea, and
Jerusalem. And the power of the
Lord was present to heal them.*

18Then behold, men brought on a
bed a man who was paralyzed,
whom they sought to bring in and
lay before Him.

19And when they could not find
how they might bring him in, be-
cause of the crowd, they went up
on the housetop and let him down
with his bed through the tiling into
the midst aabefore Jesus.

20When He saw their bbfaith, He
said to him, “Man, your ccsins are
ddforgiven you.”

21And the eescribes and the Phar-
isees began to reason, saying, “Who
is this who speaks ffblasphemies?
Who can forgive sins but ggGod
alone?”

22But when Jesus hhperceived
their thoughts, He answered and
said to them, “Why are you reason-
ing in your hearts?

23“Which is easier, to say, ‘Your
sins are forgiven you,’ or to say,
‘Rise up and walk’?

2and saw two boats standing by
the lake; but the fishermen had
gone from them and were washing
their nets.

3Then He got into one of the
boats, which was Simon’s, and
asked him to put out a little from
the land. And He asat down and
taught the multitudes from the boat.

4When He had stopped speaking,
He said to Simon, “Launch out into
the deep and b let down your nets
for a ccatch.”

5But Simon answered and said to
Him, “Master, we have dtoiled all
night and caught enothing; never-
theless fat Your word I will let down
the net.”

6And when they had done this,
they gcaught a great number of fish,
and their net was breaking.

7So they signaled to their partners
in the hother boat to come and help
them. And they came and filled
both the boats, so that they began to
sink.

8When Simon Peter saw it, he
i fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying,
j“Depart from me, for I am a sinful
man, O Lord!”

9For he and all who were with
him were kastonished at the catch
of fish which they had taken;

10and so also were James and
John, the sons of Zebedee, who
were partners with Simon. And
Jesus said to Simon, l“Do not be
afraid. From now on you will mcatch
men.”

11So when they had brought their
boats to land, they nforsook all and
followed Him.

A leper cleansed
(Matt. 8:2–4; Mark 1:40–45)

12And it happened when He was
in a certain city, that behold, a man
who was full of oleprosy saw Jesus;
and he fell on his face and implored
Him, psaying, “Lord, if You are will-
ing, You qcan make me clean.”

13Then He put out His hand and

5:13
r Matt. 20:34;

Luke 8:44; John
5:9

s Miracles (NT):
vv. 12-14; Luke
5:25. (Matt. 8:3;
Acts 28:8, note)

5:14
t Luke 17:14

u Lev. 13:1-3;
14:2-32

v Law (of Moses):
vv. 14,17; Luke
10:26. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

5:15
w Mark 1:45

5:16
x Luke 9:10

y Matt. 14:23;
Mark 1:35; Luke
6:12; 9:18; 11:1

5:17
z See Matt. 3:7,

note

5:19
aa Matt. 15:30

5:20
bb Faith: vv. 18-

20; Luke 7:9.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

cc See Rom.
3:23, note

dd Forgiveness:
vv. 20,24;
Luke 6:37.
(Lev. 4:20;
Matt. 26:28,
note)

5:21
ee See Matt. 2:4,

note

ff Matt. 26:65;
John 10:33

gg Ps. 130:4; Is.
43:25

5:22
hh Luke 9:47;

John 2:25

5:3
a John 8:2

5:4
b vv. 5,19; cp.

Mark 2:4

c v. 9

5:5
d Cp. Mark 6:48

e John 21:3

f Ps. 33:9; cp.
Matt. 8:8

5:6
g Miracles (NT):

vv. 4-9; Luke
5:13. (Matt. 8:3;
Acts 28:8, note)

5:7
h vv. 2-3

5:8
i Cp. Rev. 5:8,14

j Cp. Matt. 8:34

5:9
k Mark 5:42;

10:24,26

5:10
l Cp. Matt. 8:26

m Cp. Ezek. 47:9-
10

5:11
n Matt. 19:27;

Mark 8:34-35;
10:28-31; Luke
9:59-62; John
12:26; cp. Phil.
3:7-8

5:12
o Lev. 13-14

p Bible prayers
(NT): v. 12;
Luke 8:24.
(Matt. 6:9; Luke
11:2, note)

q Cp. Gen. 18:14;
Jer. 32:17,27;
Matt. 8:8

1406 LUKE 5:2–23

*5:17 NU-Text reads present with Him to heal.

5:12 if You are willing. The leper honored Christ by
recognizing His power to heal, and begged Him, “if You
are willing,” to heal his leprosy. Similarly the Christian
should recognize Christ’s power to heal, but should always
pray, “if You are willing” (1 John 5:14). Even the Lord Jesus

prayed, “Not My will, but Yours, be done” (Luke 22:42).
Paul prayed three times that his “thorn in the flesh” might
be removed, but when God willed not to do so, Paul real-
ized that God had a wise and good purpose in asking him
to continue to bear it (2 Cor. 12:7–9; Rom. 8:28).



24“But that you may know that
the aSon of Man has bpower on
earth to forgive sins”—He said to
the man who was paralyzed, c“I say
to you, arise, take up your bed, and
go to your house.”

25Immediately he drose up before
them, took up what he had been ly-
ing on, and departed to his own
house, eglorifying God.

26And they were all amazed, and
they fglorified God and were filled
with fear, saying, “We have seen
strange things today!”

Call of Levi (Matthew): Jesus
questioned by scribes

and Pharisees (Matt. 9:9–15;
Mark 2:13–20)

27After these things He went out
and saw a tax collector named Levi,
sitting at the tax office. And He said
to him, g“Follow Me.”

28So he left all, rose up, and hfol-
lowed Him.

29Then Levi gave Him a great
feast in his own house. And there
were a great number of tax collec-
tors and others who sat down with
them.

30And their iscribes and the
jPharisees* complained against His
disciples, saying, k“Why do You eat
and drink with tax collectors and
lsinners?”

31Jesus answered and said to
them, “Those who are well have no
need of a physician, but those who
are msick.

32“I have not come to call the
nrighteous, but sinners, to orepen-
tance.”

33Then they said to Him, “Why
do* the disciples of John pfast often
and make prayers, and likewise
those of the Pharisees, but Yours eat
and drink?”

34And He said to them, “Can you
make the friends of the bridegroom
fast while the qbridegroom is with
them?

35“But the days will come when
the bridegroom will be taken away
from them; then they will fast in
those days.”

5:36
r Parables (NT):

vv. 36-39; Luke
6:39. (Matt.
5:13; Luke
21:29, note)

6:1
s Sabbath: vv. 1-
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(Gen. 2:3; Matt.
12:1, note)
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note
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6:3
w Inspiration: vv.

3-4; Luke 7:27.
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3:16, note)

x 1 Sam. 21:6
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note
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z See Matt. 8:20,

note
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aa Sabbath: vv.

6,7,9; Luke
13:10. (Gen.
2:3; Matt.
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note

b Matt. 28:18

c Mark 2:11;
5:41; Luke 7:14
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vv. 18-25; Luke
6:8. (Matt. 8:3;
Acts 28:8, note)

e Luke 17:15,18;
Acts 3:8
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f Luke 7:16
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g Mark 8:34; Luke

9:59; John
12:26; 21:19,22

5:28
h Matt. 4:22;

19:27; Mark
10:28
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i See Matt. 2:4,

note

j See Matt. 3:7,
note

k Matt. 11:19;
Luke 15:2

l See Rom. 3:23,
note

5:31
m Cp. Luke 15:1-

32; 19:1-10

5:32
n See Rom. 10:10,

note
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LUKE 5:24—6:6 1407
Parable of cloth and wineskins
(Matt. 9:16–17; Mark 2:21–22)

36Then He spoke a rparable to
them: “No one puts a piece from a
new garment on an old one;* other-
wise the new makes a tear, and also
the piece that was taken out of the
new does not match the old.

37“And no one puts new wine
into old wineskins; or else the new
wine will burst the wineskins and
be spilled, and the wineskins will
be ruined.

38“But new wine must be put
into new wineskins, and both are
preserved.*

39“And no one, having drunk old
wine, immediately* desires new; for
he says, ‘The old is better.’ ”*

Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath
(Matt. 12:1–8; Mark 2:23–28)

6NOW it happened on the sec-
ond sSabbath after the first* that

He went through the grainfields.
And His disciples plucked the heads
of tgrain and ate them, rubbing
them in their hands.

2And some of the uPharisees said
to them, “Why are you doing what
is not lawful to do on the vSab-
bath?”

3But Jesus answering them said,
“Have you not even wread this,
xwhat David did when he was hun-
gry, he and those who were with
him:

4“how he went into the house of
God, took and ate the yshowbread,
and also gave some to those with
him, which is not lawful for any but
the priests to eat?”

5And He said to them, “The zSon
of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath.”

Jesus heals on the Sabbath
(Matt. 12:9–14; Mark 3:1–6)

6Now it happened on another
aaSabbath, also, that He entered the
*5:30 NU-Text reads But the Pharisees and their
scribes. *5:33 NU-Text omits Why do, making
the verse a statement. *5:36 NU-Text reads No
one tears a piece from a new garment and puts it
on an old one. *5:38 NU-Text omits and both
are preserved. *5:39 NU-Text omits
immediately. * NU-Text reads good.
*6:1 NU-Text reads on a Sabbath.

5:27 Levi. Or Matthew, Matt. 9:9.



19And the whole multitude
nsought to otouch Him, for power
went out from Him and healed
them all.

The Beatitudes (Matt. 5:3–12)
20Then He lifted up His eyes to-

ward His disciples, and said:

“Blessed are you poor,
For yours is the pkingdom of

God.
21 qBlessed are you who hunger

now,
For you shall be rfilled.

sBlessed are you who weep
now,

For you shall tlaugh.
22 Blessed are you when men hate

you,
And uwhen they exclude you,
And revile you, and cast out

your name as evil,
For the vSon of Man’s sake.

23wRejoice in that day and leap for
joy!

For indeed your xreward is
great in heaven,

For in like manner their
yfathers did to the
prophets.

24“But zwoe to you who are rich,
For aayou have received your

consolation.
25bbWoe to you who are full,

For you shall hunger.
ccWoe to you who laugh now,

For you shall mourn and
ddweep.

26eeWoe to you* when all* men
speak well of you,

For so did their fathers to the
false prophets.

27 ff“But I say to you who hear:
ggLove your enemies, do good to
those who hate you,

28hh“bless those who curse you,
and iipray for those who spitefully
use you.

29“To him who strikes you on the
one cheek, offer the other also.
jjAnd from him who takes away
your cloak, do not withhold your tu-
nic either.

synagogue and taught. And a man
was there whose right hand was
withered.

7So the scribes and aPharisees
watched Him closely, whether He
would bheal on the Sabbath, that
they might find an caccusation
against Him.

8But He dknew their thoughts,
and said to the man who had the
withered hand, “Arise and stand
here.” And he earose and stood.

9Then Jesus said to them, “I will
ask you one thing: fIs it lawful on
the Sabbath to do good or to do
gevil, to save life or to destroy?”*

10And when He had looked
around at them all, He said to the
man,* “Stretch out your hand.” And
he did so, and his hand was re-
stored as whole as the other.*

11But they were filled with hrage,
and discussed with one another
what they might do to Jesus.

12Now it came to pass in those
days that He went out to the moun-
tain to pray, and continued all night
in iprayer to God.

The twelve chosen (cp. Matt. 10:2–4;
Mark 3:13–19)

13And when it was day, He called
His disciples to Himself; and from
them He jchose ktwelve whom He
also named apostles:

14Simon, whom He also named Pe-
ter, and Andrew his brother; James
and John; Philip and Bartholomew;

15Matthew and Thomas; James
the son of Alphaeus, and Simon
called the Zealot;

16Judas the son of l James, and
mJudas Iscariot who also became a
traitor.

The Sermon on the Level Place
(cp. Matt. 5—7, Sermon on the Mount)

17And He came down with them
and stood on a level place with a
crowd of His disciples and a great
multitude of people from all Judea
and Jerusalem, and from the sea-
coast of Tyre and Sidon, who came
to hear Him and be healed of their
diseases,

18as well as those who were tor-
mented with unclean spirits. And
they were healed.
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30a“Give to everyone who asks of
you. And from him who takes away
your goods do not ask them back.

31“And just as you want men to do
to you, you also do to them likewise.

32“But if you love those who love
you, what credit is that to you? For
even bsinners love those who love
them.

33“And if you do good to those
who do good to you, what credit is
that to you? For even sinners do the
same.

34“And if you lend to those from
whom you hope to receive back,
what credit is that to you? For even
sinners lend to sinners to receive as
much back.

35“But c love your enemies, ddo
good, and elend, hoping for nothing
in return; and your freward will be
great, and you will be sons of the
Most High. For He is kind to the un-
thankful and evil.

36g“Therefore be merciful, just as
your Father also is merciful.

37h“Judge not, and you shall not
be judged. Condemn not, and you
shall not be condemned. iForgive,
and you will be jforgiven.

38k“Give, and it will be given to
you: good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, and running over
will be put into your bosom. For
with the same measure that you use,
it will be measured back to you.”

39And He spoke a lparable to
them: “Can the mblind lead the
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blind? Will they not both fall into
the ditch?

40“A ndisciple is not above his
teacher, but everyone who is per-
fectly trained will be like his teacher.

41“And why do you look at the
speck in your brother’s eye, but do
not perceive the plank in your own
eye?

42“Or how can you say to your
brother, ‘Brother, let me remove the
speck that is in your eye,’ when you
yourself do not see the plank that is
in your own eye? Hypocrite! oFirst
remove the plank from your own
eye, and then you will see clearly to
remove the speck that is in your
brother’s eye.

43p“For a good tree does not bear
bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear
good fruit.

44“For every tree is known by its
own fruit. For men do not gather
figs from thorns, nor do they gather
grapes from a bramble bush.

45q“A good man out of the good
treasure of his heart brings forth
good; and an evil man out of the
evil treasure of his heart* brings
forth evil. For out of the abundance
of the heart his rmouth speaks.

Parable of two builders and two
foundations (Matt. 7:24–27)

46“But why do you call Me s‘Lord,
Lord,’ and not do the things which I
say?
*6:45 NU-Text omits treasure of his heart.

6:27 HOW TO TREAT OTHERS

Tell the truth when testifying about your neighbor. Exodus 20:16
Do not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. Exodus 20:17
Love your neighbor as yourself. Leviticus 19:18
Don’t move your neighbor’s boundary marker. Deuteronomy 27:17
Don’t take your neighbor to court. Proverbs 25:8
Don’t visit your neighbor too often. Proverbs 25:17
If someone forces you to go one mile, go two. Matthew 5:41
Pray for those who persecute you. Matthew 5:44
Do good to those who hate you. Matthew 5:44
Love your enemies. Luke 6:27
Bless those who curse you. Luke 6:28
If someone takes your cloak, give your tunic too. Luke 6:29
Give to everyone who asks of you. Luke 6:30
Lend to others and don’t expect anything back. Luke 6:35
Don’t judge. Luke 6:37
Don’t be a stumbling block to others. Romans 14:13



not found such great lfaith, not even
in mIsrael!”

10And those who were sent, re-
turning to the house, found the ser-
vant nwell who had been sick.*

A widow’s son raised from the dead
11Now it happened, the day after,

that He went into a city called Nain;
and many of His disciples went with
Him, and a large crowd.

12And when He came near the
gate of the city, behold, a dead man
was being carried out, the only son
of his mother; and she was a widow.
And a large crowd from the city was
with her.

13When the Lord saw her, He had
ocompassion on her and said to her,
p“Do not weep.”

14Then He came and touched the
open coffin, and those who carried
him stood still. And He said, “Young
man, I say to you, qarise.”

15So he who was dead rsat sup
and began to speak. And He tpre-
sented him to his mother.

16Then ufear came upon all, and
they vglorified God, saying, “A great
wprophet has risen up among us”;
and, “God has xvisited His people.”

17And this report about Him went
throughout all Judea and all the sur-
rounding region.

18Then the disciples of John yre-
ported to him concerning all these
things.

Jesus eulogizes John the Baptist
(Matt. 11:2–19)

19And John, calling two of his dis-
ciples to him, sent them to Jesus,*
saying, “Are You the zComing One,
or do we look for another?”

20When the men had come to
Him, they said, “John the Baptist
has sent us to You, saying, ‘Are You
the Coming One, or do we look for
another?’ ”

21And that very hour He cured
many of infirmities, afflictions, and
evil spirits; and to many blind He
gave sight.

22Jesus answered and said to

47“Whoever comes to Me, and
hears My sayings and adoes them, I
will show you whom he is like:

48b“He is like a man building a
house, who cdug deep and laid the
foundation on the drock. And when
the eflood arose, the stream beat ve-
hemently against that house, and
fcould not shake it, for it was found-
ed on the rock.*

49“But he who heard and did
nothing is like a man who built a
house on the earth without a foun-
dation, against which the stream
beat vehemently; and immediately
it fell.* And the gruin of that house
was great.”

Jesus heals a centurion’s servant
(Matt. 8:5–13)

7NOW when He concluded all
His sayings in the hearing of the

people, He entered Capernaum.
2And a certain centurion’s ser-

vant, who was dear to him, was sick
and ready to die.

3So when he heard about Jesus,
he sent elders of the Jews to Him,
pleading with Him to come and heal
his servant.

4And when they came to Jesus,
they begged Him earnestly, saying
that the one for whom He should do
this was hdeserving,

5“for he loves our nation, and has
built us a synagogue.”

6Then Jesus went with them. And
when He was already not far from
the house, the centurion sent
friends to Him, saying to Him,
“Lord, do not trouble Yourself, for I
am not worthy that You should en-
ter under my roof.

7“Therefore I did not even think
myself worthy to come to You. But
isay the word, and my servant will
be healed.

8“For I also am a man placed un-
der jauthority, having soldiers under
me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he
goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and
he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do
this,’ and he does it.”

9When Jesus heard these things,
He kmarveled at him, and turned
around and said to the crowd that
followed Him, “I say to you, I have
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them, “Go and atell John the bthings
you have seen and heard: cthat the
blind dsee, the lame ewalk, the lep-
ers are fcleansed, the deaf ghear, the
dead are hraised, the poor have the
igospel jpreached to them.

23“And blessed is he who is not
koffended because of Me.”

24When the messengers of John
had departed, He began to speak to
the multitudes concerning John:
“What did you go out into the
wilderness to see? A reed shaken by
the wind?

25“But what did you go out to
see? A man clothed in lsoft gar-
ments? Indeed those who are gor-
geously appareled and mlive in luxu-
ry are in kings’ courts.

26“But what did you go out to
see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you,
and more than a prophet.

27“This is he of whom it is nwrit-
ten:

‘Behold,o I send My messenger
before Your face,

Who will prepare Your way
before You.’

28“For I say to you, among those
born of women there is not a
pgreater prophet than John the Bap-
tist;* but he who is least in the king-
dom of God is greater than he.”

29And when all the people heard
Him, even the tax collectors justi-
fied God, having been qbaptized
with the baptism of John.

30But the rPharisees and slawyers
rejected the will of God for them-
selves, not having been baptized by
him.

31And the Lord said,* “To what
then shall I liken the men of this
generation, and what are they like?

32“They are like children sitting
in the marketplace and calling to
one another, saying:

‘We played the flute for you,
And you did not dance;

We mourned to you,
And you did not weep.’

33“For t John the Baptist came
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uneither eating bread nor drinking
wine, and you say, ‘He has a vde-
mon.’

34“The wSon of Man has come
xeating and drinking, and you say,
‘Look, a glutton and a winebibber, a
friend of tax collectors and ysin-
ners!’

35“But zwisdom is justified by all
her children.”

Jesus anointed in Pharisee’s house
36Then one of the aaPharisees

asked Him to eat with him. And He
went to the Pharisee’s house, and
sat down to eat.

37And behold, a woman in the
city who was a bbsinner, when she
knew that Jesus sat at the table in
the Pharisee’s house, brought an
ccalabaster flask of fragrant oil,

38and stood at His feet behind
Him ddweeping; and she began to
wash His eefeet with her tears, and
wiped them with the ffhair of her
head; and she kissed His feet and
anointed them with the fragrant oil.

39Now when the Pharisee who
had invited Him saw this, he spoke
to himself, saying, “This Man, if He
were a ggprophet, would know who
and what manner of woman this is
who is touching Him, for she is a
hhsinner.”

Parable of two debtors
40And Jesus answered and said to

him, “Simon, I have something to say
to you.” So he said, “Teacher, say it.”

41 ii“There was a certain creditor
who had two debtors. One owed
five hundred jjdenarii, and the other
fifty.

42“And when they had nothing
with which to repay, he freely kkfor-
gave them both. Tell Me, therefore,
which of them will love him more?”

43Simon answered and said, “I
suppose the one whom he forgave
more.” And He said to him, “You
have rightly judged.”
*7:28 NU-Text reads there is none greater than
John. *7:31 NU-Text and M-Text omit And the
Lord said.

7:24 had departed. Having gently reproved John the
Baptist’s doubt, the Lord bears witness concerning him
before others. The Lord Jesus knows when to reprove, and

also where and when to praise.
7:30 will. Or counsel. Compare Acts 20:27.



5“A sower went out to sow his
seed. And as he sowed, some fell by
the wayside; and it was trampled
down, and the birds of the air de-
voured it.

6“Some fell on rock; and as soon
as it sprang up, it withered away be-
cause it lacked moisture.

7“And some fell among thorns,
and the thorns sprang up with it
and choked it.

8“But others fell on good ground,
sprang up, and yielded a crop a hun-
dredfold.” When He had said these
things He cried, r“He who has ears
to hear, let him hear!”

9Then His disciples asked Him,
saying, “What does this parable
mean?”

10And He said, “To you it has
been given to know the smysteries
of the tkingdom of God, but to the
rest it is given in parables, uthat

‘Seeing they may not see,
And hearing they may not

understand.’
11“Now the parable is this: The

vseed is the wword of God.
12“Those by the wayside are the

ones who hear; then the xdevil
comes and y takes away the word
out of their zhearts, lest they should
believe and be aasaved.

13“But the ones on the rock are
those who, when they hear, receive
the word with joy; and these bbhave
no root, who believe for a while and
in time of ccddtemptation fall away.

14“Now the ones that fell among
eethorns are those who, when they
have heard, go out and are choked
with cares, ffriches, and pleasures of
life, and bring no fruit to maturity.

15“But the ones that fell on the
gggood ground are those who, hav-
ing heard the word with a noble
and good heart, hhkeep it and bear
fruit with iipatience.

44Then He turned to the woman
and said to Simon, “Do you see this
woman? I entered your house; you
gave Me no awater for My feet, but
she has washed My feet with her
tears and wiped them with the hair
of her head.

45“You gave Me no bkiss, but this
woman has not ceased to kiss My
feet since the time I came in.

46“You did not anoint My chead
with oil, but this woman has anoint-
ed My dfeet with fragrant oil.

47“Therefore I say to you, her
sins, which are many, are forgiven,
for she loved much. But to whom
little is forgiven, the same loves lit-
tle.”

48Then He said to her, e“Your
fsins are gforgiven.”

49And those who sat at the table
with Him began to say to them-
selves, h“Who is this who even for-
gives sins?”

50Then He said to the woman,
“Your i faith has saved you. Go in
peace.”

Women who ministered to Jesus
on preaching tours

8NOW it came to pass, afterward,
that He went through every city

and village, preaching and bringing
the jglad tidings of the kkingdom of
God. And the twelve were with
Him,

2 land certain mwomen who had
been nhealed of evil spirits and in-
firmities—Mary called oMagdalene,
out of whom had come seven
pdemons,

3and Joanna the wife of Chuza,
Herod’s steward, and Susanna, and
many others who provided for Him*

from their substance.

Parable of the sower and the soils
(Matt. 13:1–23; Mark 4:1–20)

4And when a great multitude had
gathered, and they had come to
Him from every city, He spoke by a
qparable:
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*8:3 NU-Text and M-Text read them.

7:44 Simon. See James 2:14–26. When Jesus would
justify the woman in the eyes of Simon, He points to her
works, for only through her works could Simon see the
proof of her faith; but when He would send the woman
away in peace, He points to her faith (v. 50), not her works.

See Titus 2:14; 3:4–8. The believer should never base his
assurance on his own works (compare Matt. 7:22–23); as-
surance rests completely on the finished work of Christ.
See Assurance (Is. 32:17; Jude 1, note).

8:3 Herod’s. Herod Antipas. See Mark 6:14, note.



Parable of the lighted lamp
(Matt. 5:15–16; Mark 4:21–23;

Luke 11:33–36)
16“No one, when he has lit a

lamp, covers it with a vessel or puts
it under a bed, but sets it on a
a lampstand, that those who enter
may see the blight.

17“For cnothing is secret that will
not be drevealed, nor anything hid-
den that will not be known and
come to light.

18“Therefore take heed how you
hear. eFor whoever has, to him
more will be given; and whoever
does not have, even what he seems
to fhave will be taken from him.”

New relationships
(Matt. 12:46–50; Mark 3:31–35)

19Then gHis mother and brothers
came to Him, and could not ap-
proach Him because of the crowd.

20And it was told Him by some,
who said, “Your mother and Your
brothers are standing outside, desir-
ing to see You.”

21But He answered and said to
them, “My mother and My brothers
are these who hear the word of God
and hdo it.”

Jesus stills the wind and the sea
(Matt. 8:23–27; Mark 4:35–41)

22Now it happened, on a certain
day, that He got into a boat with His
disciples. And He said to them, “Let
us cross over to the other side of the
lake.” And they launched out.

23But as they sailed He fell asleep.
And a windstorm came down on
the lake, and they were filling with
water, and were in jeopardy.

24And they came to Him and
awoke Him, isaying, “Master, Mas-
ter, we are perishing!” Then He
arose and rebuked the wind and the
raging of the water. And they
jceased, and there was a calm.

25But He said to them, k“Where is
your faith?” And they were afraid,
and marveled, saying to one anoth-
er, l“Who can this be? For He com-
mands even the winds and water,
and they obey Him!”

8:27
m See Matt. 7:22,

note

n Cp. Prov. 21:16

8:28
o Mark 1:26;

9:26; cp. Acts
16:16-17

p Mark 1:23-24;
cp. James 2:19

q Luke 4:41; cp.
Phil. 2:10-11

r Cp. Gen. 14:19

8:29
s Cp. Rom. 8:7

t See Matt. 7:22,
note

8:30
u See Matt. 7:22,

note

8:31
v Cp. Rev. 20:1-3

8:32
w Lev. 11:7; Deut.

14:8; cp. 2 Pet.
2:22

x Cp. Job 12:16

8:33
y See Matt. 7:22,

note

z Miracles (NT):
vv. 27-35,41-
42,43-48; Luke
8:55. (Matt. 8:3;
Acts 28:8, note)

8:16
a Rev. 1:20

b Matt. 5:14

8:17
c Matt. 10:26;

Luke 12:2;
1 Cor. 4:5

d Eccl. 12:14;
2 Cor. 5:10

8:18
e Matt. 25:29

f Matt. 13:12

8:19
g Matt. 13:55-56;

Acts 1:14

8:21
h v. 15

8:24
i Bible prayers

(NT): v. 24;
Luke 9:38.
(Matt. 6:9; Luke
11:2, note)

j Miracles (NT): v.
24; Luke 8:33.
(Matt. 8:3; Acts
28:8, note)

8:25
k Luke 9:41; cp.

Matt. 8:10

l Luke 4:36; 5:26;
cp. Ps. 107:23-
32

LUKE 8:16–34 1413
Jesus casts out demons at Gadara

(Matt. 8:28–34; Mark 5:1–20)
26Then they sailed to the country

of the Gadarenes,* which is oppo-
site Galilee.

27And when He stepped out on
the land, there met Him a certain
man from the city who had
mdemons for a long time. And he
wore no clothes,* nor did he live in
a house but in the ntombs.

28When he saw Jesus, he ocried
out, fell down before Him, and with
a loud voice said, p“What have I to
do with You, Jesus, qSon of the
rMost High God? I beg You, do not
torment me!”

29For He had commanded the un-
clean spirit to come out of the man.
For it had often seized him, and he
was kept under guard, bound with
chains and shackles; and he sbroke
the bonds and was driven by the
tdemon into the wilderness.

30Jesus asked him, saying, “What
is your name?” And he said, “Le-
gion,” because many udemons had
entered him.

31And they begged Him that He
would not command them to go out
into the vabyss.

32Now a herd of many wswine
was feeding there on the mountain.
So they begged Him that He would
permit them to enter them. And He
xpermitted them.

33Then the ydemons zwent out of
the man and entered the swine, and
the herd ran violently down the
steep place into the lake and
drowned.

34When those who fed them saw
*8:26 NU-Text reads Gerasenes. *8:27 NU-
Text reads who had demons and for a long time
wore no clothes.

8:16 vessel. A measuring container.

8:22 GREAT STORMS IN THE BIBLE

Noah and the flood. Genesis 7:17–24
Plague of hail, thunder, fire. Exodus 9:22–24; 33–34
Jonah and the storm at sea. Jonah 1:4–15
Jesus calms the storm. Luke 8:22–25
The tempest on the Sea of 

Galilee. Matthew 14:22–33
The storm on the 

Mediterranean. Acts 27:14–20



46But Jesus said, “Somebody
touched Me, for I perceived upower
going out from Me.”

47Now when the woman saw that
she was not hidden, she came trem-
bling; and falling down before Him,
she vdeclared to Him in the pres-
ence of all the people the reason
she had touched Him and how she
was healed immediately.

48And He said to her, “Daughter,
be of good cheer;* wyour xfaith has
made you well. yGo in peace.”

49While He was still speaking,
someone came from the ruler of the
synagogue’s house, saying to him,
“Your daughter is dead. Do not trou-
ble the Teacher.”*

50But when Jesus heard it, He an-
swered him, saying, “Do not be
afraid; only zbelieve, and she will be
made well.”

51When He came into the house,
He permitted no one to go in* aaex-
cept Peter, James, and John,* and
the father and mother of the girl.

52Now all wept and mourned for
her; but He said, bb“Do not weep;
she is not dead, but ccsleeping.”

53And they ridiculed Him, know-
ing that she was dead.

54But He put them all outside,*
took her by the hand and called,
saying, “Little girl, ddarise.”

55Then her spirit eereturned, and
she ffarose immediately. And He
commanded that she be given
something to eat.

56And her parents were aston-
ished, but He ggcharged them to tell
no one what had happened.

The twelve sent forth
(Matt. 10:1–15; cp. Mark 6:7–13)

9 hhTHEN He called His iitwelve
disciples together and jjgave

them power and authority over all
kkdemons, and to llcure diseases.

what had happened, they fled and
told it in the city and in the country.

35Then they went out to see what
had happened, and came to Jesus,
and found the man from whom the
ademons had departed, bsitting at
the cfeet of Jesus, dclothed and in his
eright mind. And they were afraid.

36They also who had seen it told
them by what means he who had
been fdemon-possessed was healed.

37Then the whole multitude of
the surrounding region of the Gada-
renes* gasked Him to hdepart from
them, for they were seized with
great ifear. And He got into the boat
and returned.

38Now the man from whom the
jdemons had departed kbegged Him
that he might be with Him. But
Jesus sent him away, saying,

39“Return to your own house,
and ltell what great things God has
done for you.” And he went his way
and mproclaimed throughout the
whole city what great things Jesus
had done for him.

40So it was, when Jesus returned,
that the multitude welcomed Him,
for they were all nwaiting for Him.

Two miracles of healing
(Matt. 9:18–26; Mark 5:21–43)

41And behold, there came a man
named Jairus, and he was a oruler of
the synagogue. And he fell down at
Jesus’ p feet and begged Him to
come to his house,

42for he had an qonly daughter
about twelve years of age, and she
was rdying. But as He went, the
multitudes thronged Him.

43Now a woman, having a sflow of
blood for twelve years, who had
spent all her livelihood on physicians
and could not be healed by any,

44came from behind and ttouched
the border of His garment. And im-
mediately her flow of blood stopped.

45And Jesus said, “Who touched
Me?” When all denied it, Peter and
those with him* said, “Master, the
multitudes throng and press You,
and You say, ‘Who touched Me?’ ”*
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*8:37 NU-Text reads Gerasenes. *8:45 NU-
Text omits and those with him. * NU-Text omits
and You say, ‘Who touched Me?’ *8:48 NU-
Text omits be of good cheer. *8:49 NU-Text
adds anymore. *8:51 NU-Text adds with Him.
* NU-Text and M-Text read Peter, John, and James.
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8:37 asked Him to depart. Unconscious of their own
need, the Gadarenes asked the Lord to depart; for His pow-
er terrified and condemned them. At the same time the

man who had been healed begged the Lord that he might
follow Him.



2He sent them to preach the
akingdom of God and to heal the
sick.

3And He said to them, “Take
bnothing for the journey, neither
staffs nor bag nor bread nor money;
and do not have two tunics apiece.

4c“Whatever house you enter,
stay there, and from there depart.

5“And whoever will not receive
you, when you go out of that city,
dshake off the very dust from your
feet as a testimony against them.”

6So they departed and went
through the towns, preaching the
egospel and healing everywhere.

7Now Herod the tetrarch heard of
all that was done by Him; and he
was perplexed, because it was said
by some that fJohn had risen from
the dead,

8and by some that gElijah had ap-
peared, and by others that one of
the old prophets had risen again.

9Herod said, “John I have behead-
ed, but who is this of whom I hear
such things?” So he sought to hsee
Him.

10And the apostles, when they
had ireturned, told Him all that they
had done. Then He took them and
went aside privately into a jdeserted
place belonging to the city called
Bethsaida.

11But when the multitudes knew
it, they followed Him; and He re-
ceived them and spoke to them
about the kkingdom of God, and
healed those who had need of heal-
ing.

Five thousand fed (Matt. 14:15–21;
Mark 6:32–44; John 6:5–13)

12When the day began to wear
away, the twelve came and said to
Him, “Send the multitude away,
that they may go into the surround-
ing towns and country, and lodge
and get provisions; for we are in a
deserted place here.”

13But He said to them, “You give
them something to eat.” And they
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said, “We have no more than five
loaves and two fish, unless we go
and buy food for all these people.”

14For there were about five thou-
sand men. Then He said to His dis-
ciples, “Make them sit down in
groups of fifty.”

15And they did so, and made
them all sit down.

16Then He took the five loaves
and the two fish, and looking up to
heaven, He lblessed and broke
them, and gave them to the disci-
ples to set before the multitude.

17So they all ate and were mfilled,
and twelve baskets of the nleftover
fragments were taken up by them.

Peter’s confession of Christ
(Matt. 16:13–20; Mark 8:27–30)

18And it happened, as He was
alone praying, that His disciples
joined Him, and He asked them,
saying, “Who do the crowds say
that I am?”

19So they answered and said,
o“John the Baptist, but some say
pElijah; and others say that one of
the old prophets has risen again.”

20He said to them, “But who do
you say that I am?” qPeter answered
and said, “The Christ of God.”

21And He strictly warned and
commanded them to tell this to no
one,

Jesus foretells His death
and resurrection

(Matt. 16:21–27; Mark 8:31–33)
22saying, “The rSon of Man smust

suffer many things, and be rejected
by the elders and chief priests and
tscribes, and be killed, and be raised
the third day.”

Cost of discipleship
(Matt. 16:24–27; Mark 8:34–38)

23Then He said to them all, u“If
anyone desires to come after Me, let
him deny himself, and take up his
cross daily,* and follow Me.
*9:23 M-Text omits daily.

9:7 Herod. Herod Antipas. See Mark 6:14, note.

John: One of Jesus’ disciples. He was called “the dis-
ciple whom Jesus loved.”

9:11 need of healing. Compare Luke 4:40; Rom. 5:20.

Wherever need is acknowledged, the Lord is ready to meet
it. Since the need of bodily healing is keenly felt, some-
times men are inclined to put it first. However, spiritual
need is greater and, in fact, is often the greatest where there
is the least consciousness of it, e.g. Rev. 3:17.



Powerless disciples: the mighty Christ
(Matt. 17:14–21; Mark 9:14–29)

37Now it happened on the next
day, when they had come down
from the mountain, that a great
multitude met Him.

38Suddenly a man from the multi-
tude cried out, vsaying, “Teacher, I
implore You, look on my son, for he
is my only child.

39“And behold, a spirit seizes
him, and he suddenly cries out; it
convulses him so that he foams at
the mouth; and it departs from him
with great difficulty, bruising him.

40“So I implored Your disciples to
cast it out, but they could not.”

41Then Jesus answered and said,
“O wfaithless and perverse genera-
tion, how long shall I be with you
and bear with you? Bring your son
here.”

42And as he was still coming, the
xdemon threw him down and con-
vulsed him. Then Jesus rebuked the
unclean spirit, yhealed the child,
and gave him back to his father.

43And they were all amazed at
z the majesty of God. But while
everyone marveled at all the things
which Jesus did, He said to His dis-
ciples,

Jesus again foretells His death
(Matt. 17:22–23; Mark 9:30–32)

44“Let these words aasink down
into your ears, for the bbSon of Man
is about to be ccbetrayed into the
hands of men.”

45ddBut they did not understand
this saying, and it was hidden from
them so that they did not perceive
it; and they were afraid to ask Him
about this saying.

Humility, the secret of greatness
(Matt. 18:1–6; Mark 9:33–37)

46Then a eedispute arose among
them as to which of them would be
greatest.

47And Jesus, ffperceiving the
thought of their heart, took a little
ggchild and set him by Him,

24a“For whoever desires to save
his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for My sake will save it.

25“For what profit is it to a man
bif he gains the whole world, and is
himself destroyed or lost?

26“For whoever is cashamed of
Me and My words, of him the dSon
of Man will be eashamed when He
fcomes in His own gglory, and in His
Father’s, and of the hholy iangels.

The transfiguration
(Matt. 17:1–8; Mark 9:2–8)

27“But I tell you truly, there are
some standing here who shall not
taste death till they jsee the king-
dom of God.”

28kNow it came to pass, about
eight days after these sayings, that
He took Peter, John, and James and
went up on the mountain to pray.

29As He prayed, the appearance
of His face was altered, and His robe
became white and lglistening.

30And behold, mtwo men talked
with Him, who were nMoses and
oElijah,

31who pappeared q in glory and
spoke of His decease which He was
about to accomplish at Jerusalem.

32But Peter and those with him
were heavy with rsleep; and when
they were fully awake, they saw His
glory and the two men who stood
with Him.

33Then it happened, as they were
parting from Him, that Peter said to
Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be
here; and let us make sthree taber-
nacles: one for You, one for Moses,
and one for Elijah”—not knowing
what he said.

34While he was saying this, a
cloud came and overshadowed
them; and they were fearful as they
entered the tcloud.

35And a voice came out of the
cloud, saying, u“This is My beloved
Son.* Hear Him!”

36When the voice had ceased,
Jesus was found alone. But they kept
quiet, and told no one in those days
any of the things they had seen.
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48and said to them, a“Whoever
receives this little child in My name
receives Me; and bwhoever receives
Me creceives Him who sent Me. For
he who is dleast among you all will
be great.”

Sectarianism rebuked (Matt. 9:38–40)
49Now John answered and said,

“Master, we saw someone casting
out edemons in Your name, and we
forbade him because he does not
follow with fus.”

50But Jesus said to him, g“Do not
forbid him, for he who is not against
us* is hon our* side.”

Jesus again passes through Samaria
51Now it came to pass, when the

time had come for Him to be re-
ceived up, that He isteadfastly set
His face to go to Jerusalem,

52and sent messengers before His
face. And as they went, they en-
tered a village of the Samaritans, to
prepare for Him.

53But they did not receive Him,
because His face was set for the
journey to Jerusalem.

54And when His disciples jJames
and John saw this, they said, “Lord,
do You want us to command fire to
come down from heaven and con-
sume them, just as kElijah did?”*

55But He turned and rebuked
them,* and said, “You do not know
what manner of lspirit you are of.

56“For the mSon of Man did not
ncome to destroy men’s lives but to
osave them.”* And they went to an-
other village.

Discipleship tested (Matt. 8:19–22)
57Now it happened as they jour-

neyed on the road, that someone
said to Him, “Lord, I will follow You
wherever You go.”

58And Jesus said to him, “Foxes
have holes and birds of the air have
nests, but the pSon of Man qhas
nowhere to lay His head.”

59Then He said to another, “Fol-
low Me.” But he said, “Lord, let me
first go and rbury my father.”

60Jesus said to him, “Let the
sdead bury their own tdead, but you
go and preach the ukingdom of
God.”
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61And another also said, “Lord, I

will follow You, but let me first go
and bid them farewell who are at
my house.”

62But Jesus said to him, “No one,
having put his hand to the plow,
and looking vback, is w fit for the
xkingdom of God.”

The seventy sent forth
(contra. Matt. 10)

10AFTER these things the Lord
appointed seventy others

also,* and sent them two by two be-
fore His face into every city and
place where He Himself was about
to go.

2Then He said to them, “The
yharvest truly is great, but the labor-
ers are few; therefore pray the Lord
of the harvest to send out zlaborers
into His harvest.

3“Go your way; behold, I send
you out as lambs among wolves.

4aa“Carry neither money bag,
bbknapsack, nor sandals; and ccgreet
no one along the road.

5“But whatever house you enter,
first say, dd‘Peace to this house.’

6“And if a son of peace is there,
your peace will rest on it; if not, it
will return to you.

7“And remain in the same house,
eating and drinking such things as
they give, eefor the laborer is wor-
thy of his wages. Do not go from
house to house.

8“Whatever city you enter, and
they receive you, eat such things as
are set before you.

9“And heal the sick there, and say
to them, ‘The ffkingdom of God has
come near to you.’

10“But whatever city you enter,
and they do not receive you, go out
into its streets and say,

11‘The very dust of your city
which clings to us* we ggwipe off
against you. Nevertheless know
this, that the hhkingdom of God has
come near you.’

12“But* I say to you that it will be
*9:50 NU-Text reads you. * NU-Text reads
your. *9:54 NU-Text omits just as Elijah did.
*9:55 NU-Text omits the rest of this verse.
*9:56 NU-Text omits the first sentence of this
verse. *10:1 NU-Text reads seventy-two others.
*10:11 NU-Text reads our feet. *10:12 NU-
Text and M-Text omit But.



and said privately, q“Blessed are the
eyes which see the things you see;

24“for I tell you that many rproph-
ets and kings have desired to see
what you see, and have not seen it,
and to hear what you hear, and have
not heard it.”

A lawyer questions Jesus
(cp. Matt. 22:34–40; Mark 12:28–34)

25And behold, a certain lawyer
stood up and stested Him, saying,
“Teacher, what shall I do to inherit
teternal life?”

26He said to him, “What is writ-
ten in the ulaw? What is your read-
ing of it?”

27So he answered and said,
v“‘You shall love the LORD your God
with all your heart, with all your
soul, with all your strength, and
with all your mind,’ and ‘your
neighbor as yourself.’ ”

28And He said to him, “You have
answered rightly; do this and you
will live.”

29But he, wanting to w justify him-
self, said to Jesus, “And who is my
neighbor?”

Parable of the good Samaritan
30Then Jesus answered and xsaid:

“A certain man went down from
Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among
thieves, who stripped him of his
clothing, wounded him, and depart-
ed, leaving him half dead.

31“Now by chance a certain priest
came down that road. And when he
saw him, he passed by on the other
side.

32“Likewise a Levite, when he ar-
rived at the place, came and looked,
and passed by on the other side.

33“But a certain ySamaritan, as he
journeyed, came where he was.
And when he saw him, he had
zcompassion.

more a tolerable in that bDay for
Sodom than for that city.

Jesus denounces the indifferent
(Matt. 11:20–24)

13c“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe
to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty
works which were done in you had
been done in Tyre and Sidon, they
would have drepented long ago, sit-
ting in sackcloth and ashes.

14“But it will be more tolerable
for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment
than for you.

15“And you, Capernaum, who are
eexalted to heaven, will be brought
down to fHades.*

16“He who ghears you hears Me,
he who hrejects you rejects Me, and
he who rejects Me rejects Him who
sent Me.”

17Then the seventy* returned
with joy, saying, “Lord, even the
idemons are subject to us in Your
name.”

18And He said to them, “I saw jSa-
tan kfall like lightning from heaven.

19“Behold, I give you the authori-
ty to ltrample on serpents and scor-
pions, and over all the power of the
enemy, and nothing shall by any
means hurt you.

20“Nevertheless do not rejoice in
this, that the spirits are subject to
you, but rather* rejoice because
your names are mwritten in heav-
en.”

21In that hour Jesus rejoiced in
the Spirit and nsaid, “I thank You,
Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
that You have hidden these things
from the wise and prudent and re-
vealed them to babes. Even so, Fa-
ther, for so it seemed good in Your
sight.

22“All* things have been odeliv-
ered to Me by My Father, and no
one knows who the Son is except
the Father, pand who the Father is
except the Son, and the one to
whom the Son wills to reveal Him.”

23Then He turned to His disciples
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34“So he went to him and ban-
daged his wounds, pouring on oil
and wine; and he set him on his
own animal, brought him to an inn,
and took care of him.

35“On the next day, when he de-
parted,* he took out two adenarii,
gave them to the innkeeper, and
said to him, ‘Take care of him; and
whatever more you spend, when I
come again, I will repay you.’

36“So which of these three do you
think was neighbor to him who fell
among the thieves?”

37And he said, “He who showed
mercy on him.” Then Jesus said to
him, b“Go and do likewise.”

Martha and Mary in contrast
38Now it happened as they went

that He entered a certain village;
and a certain woman named cMar-
tha welcomed Him into her house.

39And she had a sister called
dMary, who also sat at Jesus’* feet
and heard His eword.

40But Martha was distracted with
much serving, and she approached
Him and said, “Lord, do You not
fcare that my sister has left me to
serve alone? Therefore tell her to
help me.”

41And Jesus* answered and said
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to her, “Martha, Martha, you are
gworried and troubled about many
things.

42“But hone thing is needed, and
Mary has chosen that good part,
which will not be taken away from
her.”

Christ’s instruction about prayer
(cp. Matt. 6:9–15)

11NOW it came to pass, as He
was praying in a certain

place, when He ceased, that one of
His disciples said to Him, “Lord,
teach us to pray, as John also taught
his disciples.”

2So He said to them, “When you
pray, isay:

Our Father in heaven,*
Hallowed be Your name.
Your jkingdom come.*
Your will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.

3 Give us day by day our daily
bread.

4 And kforgive us our lsins,
For we also mforgive everyone

who is indebted to us.
*10:35 NU-Text omits when he departed.
*10:39 NU-Text reads the Lord’s. *10:41 NU-
Text reads the Lord. *11:2 NU-Text omits Our
and in heaven. * NU-Text omits the rest of this
verse.

11:2 BIBLE PRAYERS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, SUMMARY

This well-loved prayer which our Lord taught His disciples, known as The Lord’s Prayer, was evidently given upon
two separate occasions and under different circumstances, and with some variations: first, in the Sermon on the
Mount, while Christ was warning His disciples against ostentatious formality in prayer (compare Matt. 5:1 with
6:5–13, where see notes); and second, at an unnamed “certain place” in response to the request of one of the disci-
ples, “Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1–4). Although the Lord’s Prayer was obviously not given to be used only as a
form, the two accounts teach us many precious lessons about the nature of prayer.

(1) Such prayer is based upon the relationship of God as the Father of all who truly believe in His Son (John 1:13),
for only these can truly say, “Our Father” (Matt. 6:9).

(2) It must begin with the attitude of worship: “Hallowed be Your name”—an acknowledgement of the absolute ho-
liness of all that God is and does.

(3) In the sense of petition, prayer must put first the kingdom and its coming down from heaven.
(4) True prayer accepts in advance the will of God, whether known or unknown, whether to grant or to withhold.
(5) Prayer should always envision the divine will and kingdom as objectives which will certainly be realized on earth.
(6) In the meantime the children of God may be properly concerned in prayer with present physical needs.
(7) Prayer may be hindered when the fellowship of the children with their Father is broken because of sin (Matt.

6:12,15). And
(8) the children of God must be divinely taught “to pray,” not merely how to pray (Luke 11:1). This prayer, as orig-

inally given, does not specify in detail the complete doctrine of prayer for the Church, although it contains it in germ.
The element of thanksgiving is not specifically mentioned (compare Phil. 4:6–7), yet surely thanksgiving is implicit in
“Hallowed be Your name”; for who can hallow God, that is, hold Him sacred and offer worship to Him, without
thanksgiving? Later, in the progress of divine revelation, our Lord gave the definite command to believers to pray in
His name (John 16:23–24).



Pharisees blaspheme the Holy Spirit
(Matt. 12:24–30; Mark 3:22–30)

15But some of them said, “He
casts out ldemons by mBeelzebub,*
the ruler of the demons.”

16Others, n testing Him, sought
from Him a sign from heaven.

17But He, oknowing their
thoughts, said to them: “Every king-
dom divided against itself is brought
to desolation, and a house divided
against a house falls.

18“If pSatan also is divided against
himself, how will his kingdom
stand? Because you say I cast out
qdemons by Beelzebub.

19“And if I rcast out sdemons tby
Beelzebub, by whom do your sons
cast them out? Therefore they will
be your judges.

20“But if I cast out udemons with
the vfinger of God, surely the king-
dom of God has come upon you.

21“When a strong man, fully
armed, guards his own palace, his
goods are in peace.

22“But when a wstronger than he
comes upon him and overcomes
him, he xtakes from him all his ar-
mor in which he trusted, and di-
vides his spoils.

23“He who is not with Me is
yagainst Me, and he who does not
gather with Me scatters.

Worthlessness of self-reformation
(Matt. 12:43–45)

24“When an zunclean spirit goes
out of a man, he goes through dry
places, seeking rest; and finding
none, he says, ‘I will return to my
house from which I came.’

25“And when he comes, he finds
it aaswept and put in order.

26“Then he goes and takes with
him seven other spirits more
wicked than himself, and they en-
ter and dwell there; and the last

And do not alead us into
btemptation,

But deliver us from the evil
one.”*

Parable of the persistent friend
5And He said to them, c“Which

of you shall have a friend, and go to
him at midnight and say to him,
‘Friend, lend me three loaves;

6‘for a friend of mine has come to
me on his journey, and I have noth-
ing to set before him’;

7“and he will answer from within
and say, ‘Do not trouble me; the
door is now shut, and my children
are with me in bed; I cannot rise
and give to you’?

8“I say to you, though he will not
rise and give to him because he is
his friend, yet because of his dper-
sistence he will rise and give him as
many as he needs.

9“So I say to you, eask, and it will
be given to you; fseek, and you will
find; knock, and it will be opened
to you.

10“For everyone who asks re-
ceives, and he who seeks finds, and
to him who knocks it will be
opened.

Parable of fatherhood
11g“If a son asks for bread* from

any father among you, will he give
him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish,
will he give him a serpent instead of
a fish?

12“Or if he asks for an egg, will
he offer him a scorpion?

13“If you then, being evil, know
how to give hgood gifts to your chil-
dren, how much more will your
heavenly Father give the iHoly Spir-
it to those who ask Him!”

A demoniac boy healed
14And He was casting out a jde-

mon, and it was mute. So it was,
when the demon had kgone out,
that the mute spoke; and the multi-
tudes marveled.
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state of that man is aworse than the
first.”

27And it happened, as He spoke
these things, that a certain woman
from the crowd raised her voice and
said to Him, b“Blessed is the womb
that bore You, and the breasts
which nursed You!”

28But He said, “More than that,
cblessed are those who hear the
word of God and keep it!”

The sign of Jonah (Matt. 12:38–41)
29And while the crowds were

thickly gathered together, He began
to say, “This is an evil generation. It
seeks a dsign, and no sign will be
given to it except the esign of Jonah
the prophet.*

30“For fas Jonah became a sign to
the Ninevites, so also the gSon of
Man will be to this generation.

31“The hqueen of the South will
rise up in the i judgment with the
men of this generation and con-
demn them, for she came from the
ends of the earth to hear the wis-
dom of Solomon; and indeed a
jgreater than Solomon is here.

32“The men of Nineveh will rise
up in the judgment with this gener-
ation and condemn it, for they kre-
pented at the preaching of Jonah;
and indeed a lgreater than Jonah is
here.

Parable of lighted lamp
(Matt. 5:14–16; Mark 4:21–22;

cp. Luke 8:16)
33m“No one, when he has lit a

lamp, puts it in a secret place or un-
der a basket, but on a lampstand,
that those who come in may see the
light.

34“The nlamp of the body is the
eye. Therefore, when your eye is
good, your whole body also is full of
light. But when your eye is bad,
your body also is full of darkness.

35“Therefore take heed that the
light which is in you is not dark-
ness.

36“If then your whole body is
ofull of light, having no part dark,
the whole body will be full of light,
as when the bright shining of a
lamp gives you light.”

37And as He spoke, a certain
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pPharisee asked Him to dine with
him. So He went in and sat down to
eat.

38When the Pharisee saw it, he
marveled that He had not first
qwashed before dinner.

Woes to the Pharisees
(cp. Matt. 23:13–35)

39Then the Lord said to him,
“Now you Pharisees make the out-
side of the cup and dish clean, but
your r inward part is full of greed
and wickedness.

40“Foolish ones! Did not sHe who
made the outside make the inside
also?

41“But rather tgive alms of such
things as you have; then indeed all
things are clean to you.

42“But woe to you Pharisees! For
you tithe mint and rue and all man-
ner of herbs, and upass by justice
and the v love of God. These you
ought to have done, without leaving
the others undone.

43“Woe to you Pharisees! For you
w love the best seats in the syna-
gogues and greetings in the market-
places.

44“Woe to you, scribes and Phar-
isees, hypocrites!* xFor you are like
ygraves which are not seen, and the
men who walk over them are not
aware of them.”

45Then one of the zlawyers an-
swered and said to Him, “Teacher,
by saying these things You reproach
us also.”

46And He said, “Woe to you also,
aalawyers! For you bbload men with
burdens hard to bear, and ccyou
yourselves do not touch the burdens
with one of your fingers.

47“Woe to you! For you build the
tombs of the prophets, and your fa-
thers ddkilled them.

48“In fact, you bear witness that
you approve the deeds of your fa-
thers; for they indeed killed them,
and you build their tombs.

49“Therefore the eewisdom of
God also said, ‘I will send them
prophets and apostles, and some of
them they will kill and persecute,’
*11:29 NU-Text omits the prophet.
*11:44 NU-Text omits scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites.



fore; you are of more value than
many sparrows.

8“Also I say to you, rwhoever con-
fesses Me sbefore men, him the
tSon of Man also will confess before
the uangels of God.

9“But he who vdenies Me before
men will be denied before the wan-
gels of God.

10“And anyone who speaks a
word against the xSon of Man, it
will be y forgiven him; but to him
who blasphemes against the Holy
zSpirit, it will not be forgiven.

11“Now when they bring you to
the synagogues and magistrates and
authorities, aado not worry about
how or what you should answer, or
what you should say.

12“For the Holy bbSpirit will
ccteach you in that very hour what
you ought to say.”

13Then one from the crowd said
to Him, “Teacher, tell my brother to
divide the inheritance with me.”

14But He said to him, “Man, who
made Me a dd judge or an arbitrator
over you?”

15And He said to them, “Take
heed and beware of covetousness,*
for one’s ee life does not consist in
the abundance of the things he pos-
sesses.”

Parable of the rich fool
16Then He spoke a ffparable to

them, saying: “The ground of a cer-
tain rich man yielded plentifully.

17“And he thought within him-
self, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I
have no room to store my crops?’

18“So he said, gg‘I will do this: I
will pull down my barns and build
greater, and there I will store all my
crops and my goods.

19‘And I will say to my soul,
hh“Soul, you have many goods laid
up for many years; take your ease;
iieat, drink, and be merry.” ’

20“But God said to him, ‘Fool!
jjThis night your soul will be re-

50“that the blood of all the proph-
ets which was shed from the foun-
dation of the aworld may be re-
quired of this generation,

51b“from the blood of Abel to the
blood of Zechariah who perished
between the altar and the temple.
Yes, I say to you, it shall be required
of this generation.

52“Woe to you clawyers! For you
have taken away the dkey of knowl-
edge. You did not enter in your-
selves, and those who were enter-
ing in you ehindered.”

53And as He said these things to
them,* the fscribes and the Phar-
isees began to assail Him vehement-
ly, and to cross-examine Him about
many things,

54lying in wait for Him, and
gseeking to catch Him in something
He might say, that they might ac-
cuse Him.*

Jesus warns of false doctrine
(leaven) of Pharisees

(cp. Matt. 16:6–12; Mark 8:14–21)

12IN the meantime, when an
innumerable multitude of

people had gathered together, so
that they trampled one another, He
began to say to His disciples first of
all, “Beware of the hleaven of the
iPharisees, which is jhypocrisy.

2k“For there is nothing covered
that will not be lrevealed, nor hid-
den that will not be known.

3“Therefore whatever you have
spoken in the dark will be heard in
the light, and what you have spoken
in the ear in minner rooms will be
proclaimed on the housetops.

4“And I say to you, My nfriends,
do not be afraid of those who kill
the body, and after that have no
more that they can do.

5“But I will show you whom you
should fear: Fear Him who, after He
has killed, has power to cast into
hell; yes, I say to you, ofear Him!

6“Are not five sparrows sold for
two pcopper coins?* And qnot one
of them is forgotten before God.

7“But the very hairs of your head
are all numbered. Do not fear there-
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quired of you; then awhose will
those things be which you have pro-
vided?’

21“So is he who lays up treasure
for himself, and is not brich toward
God.”

22Then He csaid to His disciples,
“Therefore I say to you, ddo not
worry about your life, what you will
eat; nor about the body, what you
will put on.

23“Life is more than food, and the
ebody is more than clothing.

24“Consider the ravens, for they
neither sow nor reap, which have
neither storehouse nor barn; and
God f feeds them. Of how much
more value are you than the birds?

25“And which of you by worrying
can add one cubit to his stature?

26“If you then are not able to do
the least, why are you anxious for
the rest?

27“Consider the lilies, how they
grow: they neither toil nor spin; and
yet I say to you, even gSolomon in
all his glory was not arrayed like
one of these.

28“If then God so clothes the
grass, which today is in the field
and tomorrow is thrown into the
oven, how much more will He
clothe you, O you of hlittle faith?

29“And do not seek what you
should eat or what you should
drink, nor have an anxious mind.

30“For all these things the nations
of the world seek after, and your Fa-
ther iknows that you need these
things.

31“But seek the jkingdom of God,
and all these things* shall be added
to you.

32“Do not fear, little flock, for it is
your Father’s good pleasure to kgive
you the lkingdom.

33m“Sell what you have and give
nalms; provide yourselves money
bags which do not grow old, a otrea-
sure in the heavens that does not
fail, where no thief approaches nor
moth destroys.

34p“For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.
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Parable and warnings pertinent

to Christ’s second coming
(Matt. 24:37—25:30)

35q“Let your waist be rgirded and
your slamps burning;

36“and you yourselves be like
men who wait for their master,
when he will return from the wed-
ding, that when he comes and
knocks they may open to him im-
mediately.

37 t“Blessed are those servants
whom the master, when he ucomes,
will find vwatching. Assuredly, I say
to you that he will gird himself and
have them sit down to eat, and will
come and serve them.

38“And if he should come in the
second watch, or come in the third
watch, and find them so, blessed
are those servants.

39“But know this, that if the mas-
ter of the house had known what
hour the w thief would come, he
would have watched and* not al-
lowed his house to be broken into.

40“Therefore you also be ready,
for the xSon of Man is coming at an
hour you do not expect.”

Parable of testing of servants
41Then Peter said to Him, “Lord,

do You speak this parable only to us,
or to all people?”

42And the Lord said, y“Who then
is that z faithful and wise steward,
whom his master will make ruler
over his household, to give them
their portion of food in due season?

43“Blessed is that servant whom
his master will find so doing when
he comes.

44“Truly, I say to you that he will
make him aaruler over all that he
has.

45“But if that servant says in his
heart, ‘My master is bbdelaying his
coming,’ and begins to beat the
male and female servants, and to eat
and drink and be drunk,

46“the master of that servant will
*12:31 NU-Text reads His kingdom, and these
things. *12:39 NU-Text reads he would not
have allowed.

12:25 cubit. See Weights and Measures (NT), Acts
27:28, note.

12:30 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.

12:38 second watch. 9 P.M. to midnight. See John
19:14, note. third watch. Midnight to 3 A.M.



with him, lest he drag you to the
judge, the judge deliver you to the
officer, and the officer throw you
into prison.

59“I tell you, you shall not depart
from there till you have paid the
very last omite.”

Men must not judge but repent

13THERE were present at that
season some who told Him

about the pGalileans whose blood
Pilate had mingled with their sacri-
fices.

2And Jesus answered and said to
them, “Do you suppose that these
Galileans were worse qsinners than
all other Galileans, because they suf-
fered such things?

3“I tell you, no; but unless you
rrepent you will all likewise perish.

4“Or those eighteen on whom
the tower in Siloam fell and killed
them, do you think that they were
worse ssinners than all other men
who dwelt in Jerusalem?

5“I tell you, no; but tunless you
urepent you will all likewise perish.”

Parable of fig tree: judgment
delayed (contra. Matt. 21:18–21;

Mark 11:12–14,20–26)
6He also spoke this vparable: “A

certain man had a fig tree planted in
his vineyard, and he came seeking
fruit on it and found none.

7“Then he said to the keeper of
his vineyard, ‘Look, for wthree years
I have come seeking fruit on this fig
tree and find none. xCut it down;
why does it use up the ground?’

8“But he answered and said to
him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also,
until I dig around it and fertilize it.

9‘And if it bears fruit, well. But if
not, after that* you can ycut it
down.’ ”

A cripple cured on the Sabbath
10Now He was teaching in one of

the zsynagogues on the aaSabbath.
11And behold, there was a

woman who had a spirit of infirmity
eighteen years, and was bent over
and could in no way raise herself
up.

come on a aday when he is not look-
ing for him, and at an hour when he
is not aware, and will cut him in
two and appoint him his portion
with the unbelievers.

47“And bthat servant who cknew
his master’s will, and did not pre-
pare himself or do according to his
will, shall be beaten with many
stripes.

48d“But he who did not know, yet
committed things deserving of
stripes, shall be beaten with few.
For everyone to whom much is giv-
en, from him much will be re-
quired; and to whom much has
been committed, of him they will
ask the more.

Christ a divider of men
in spiritual matters

49“I came to send efire on the
earth, and how I wish it were al-
ready kindled!

50“But I have a fbaptism to be
baptized with, and how distressed I
am till it is gaccomplished!

51h“Do you suppose that I came
to give peace on earth? I tell you,
not at all, but rather idivision.

52“For from now on five in one
house will be divided: three against
two, and two against three.

53 j“Father will be divided against
son and son against father, mother
against daughter and daughter
against mother, mother-in-law
against her daughter-in-law and
daughter-in-law against her mother-
in-law.”

54Then He also said to the multi-
tudes, k“Whenever you see a cloud
rising out of the west, immediately
you say, ‘A shower is coming’; and
so it is.

55“And when you see the lsouth
wind blow, you say, ‘There will be
hot weather’; and there is.

56“Hypocrites! You can discern
the face of the sky and of the earth,
but how is it you do not discern
mthis time?

57“Yes, and why, even of your-
selves, do you not judge what is
right?

58n“When you go with your ad-
versary to the magistrate, make
every effort along the way to settle
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12But when Jesus saw her, He
called her to Him and said to her,
“Woman, you are loosed from your
ainfirmity.”

13And He laid His hands on her,
and immediately she was bmade
straight, and glorified God.

14But the ruler of the synagogue
answered with indignation, because
Jesus had chealed on the dSabbath;
and he said to the crowd, e“There
are six days on which men ought to
work; therefore come and be healed
on them, and not on the Sabbath
day.”

15The Lord then answered him
and said, f“Hypocrite!* gDoes not
each one of you on the Sabbath
loose his ox or donkey from the
stall, and lead it away to water it?

16“So ought not this woman, be-
ing a hdaughter of Abraham, whom
iSatan has bound—think of it—for
eighteen years, be loosed from this
bond on the Sabbath?”

17And when He said these things,
all His adversaries were jput to
shame; and all the multitude re-
joiced for all the glorious things that
were kdone by Him.

Parables of mustard seed and leaven
repeated (see Matt. 13:31–33, notes;

Mark 4:30–32)
18Then He said, “What is the

lkingdom of God like? And mto what
shall I compare it?

19“It is like a nmustard seed,
which a man took and put in his
garden; and it grew and became a
large* tree, and the birds of the air
nested in its branches.”
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LUKE 13:12–29 1425
20And again He said, o“To what

shall I liken the pkingdom of God?
21“It is like q leaven, which a

woman took and hid in three rmea-
sures* of meal till it was all leav-
ened.”

Teachings on the way to Jerusalem
22And He went through the cities

and villages, teaching, and journey-
ing toward Jerusalem.

23Then one said to Him, “Lord,
are there s few who are tsaved?”
And He said to them,

24“Strive to enter through the
unarrow gate, for many, I say to you,
will seek to enter and will not be
able.

25“When once the Master of the
house has risen up and vshut the
wdoor, and you begin to stand out-
side and knock at the door, saying,
x‘Lord, Lord, open for us,’ and He
will answer and say to you, ‘I do not
know you, where you are from,’

26“then you will begin to say, ‘We
ate and drank in Your presence, and
You taught in our streets.’

27“But He will say, ‘I tell you I do
ynot know you, where you are from.
Depart from Me, all you zworkers of
iniquity.’

28aa“There will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth, when you see
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all
the prophets in the bbkingdom of
God, and yourselves thrust out.

29cc“They will come from the east
and the west, from the north and
*13:15 NU-Text and M-Text read Hypocrites.
*13:19 NU-Text omits large. *13:21 Greek
sata, approximately two pecks in all

13:26 say. Christian activity must not be equated with salvation, e.g. Judas Iscariot.

13:19 WHAT THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS LIKE

The kingdom of God is like:
a man who sowed good seed in his field. Matthew 13:24–30
a mustard seed. Matthew 13:31–32; Luke 13:19
leaven which a woman took and hid. Matthew 13:33; Luke 13:21
a treasure hidden in a field. Matthew 13:44
a merchant seeking beautiful pearls. Matthew 13:45–46
a dragnet that was cast into the sea. Matthew 13:47–48
a king who wanted to settle accounts. Matthew 18:23–35
a landowner who went out to hire laborers. Matthew 20:1–16
a king who arranged a marriage. Matthew 22:2–14



not immediately pull him out on the
Sabbath day?”

6And they could not answer Him
regarding these things.

Parable of the ambitious guest
7So He told a sparable to those

who were invited, when He noted
how they chose the best places, say-
ing to them:

8“When you are invited by any-
one to a wedding feast, do not sit
down in the best place, lest one
more honorable than you be invited
by him;

9“and he who invited you and
him come and say to you, ‘Give
place to this man,’ and then you be-
gin with shame to take the lowest
place.

10“But when you are invited, go
and sit down in the tlowest place,
so that when he who invited you
comes he may say to you, ‘Friend,
go up uhigher.’ Then you will have
glory in the presence of those who
sit at the table with you.

11“For vwhoever exalts himself
will be humbled, wand he who
humbles himself will be exalted.”

12Then He also said to him who
invited Him, “When you give a din-
ner or a supper, do not ask your
friends, your brothers, your rela-
tives, nor rich neighbors, lest they
also invite you back, and you be re-
paid.

13“But when you give a feast, in-
vite the xpoor, the maimed, the
lame, the blind.

14“And you will be yblessed, be-
cause they cannot repay you; for
you shall be zrepaid at the aaresur-
rection of the just.”

Parable of the great supper
(cp. Matt. 22:1–14)

15Now when one of those who
sat at the table with Him heard
these things, he said to Him,
bb“Blessed is he who shall eat
bread* in the cckingdom of God!”

the south, and sit down in the
akingdom of God.

30b“And indeed there are last
who will be first, and there are first
who will be last.”

31On that very day* some cPhar-
isees came, saying to Him, “Get out
and depart from here, for Herod
wants to kill You.”

32And He said to them, “Go, tell
that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out
ddemons and perform cures today
and tomorrow, and the third day I
shall ebe perfected.’

33“Nevertheless I must journey
today, tomorrow, and the day fol-
lowing; for it cannot be that a
prophet should perish outside of Je-
rusalem.

Jesus laments over Jerusalem
(Matt. 23:37–39; Luke 19:41–44;

cp. Ps. 118:26; Jer. 22:5)
34“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the

one who fkills the prophets and
stones those who are sent to her!
gHow often I wanted to hgather
your children together, as a hen
gathers her brood under her wings,
but you were inot willing!

35“See! Your house is left to you
jdesolate; and assuredly,* I say to
you, you shall not see Me kuntil the
time comes when you say, l‘Blessed
is He who mcomes in the name of
the LORD! ’ ”*

Mercy is proper every day
(cp. Matt. 12:9–13)

14NOW it happened, as He
went into the house of one

of the rulers of the nPharisees to eat
bread on the oSabbath, that they
watched Him closely.

2And behold, there was a certain
man before Him who had dropsy.

3And Jesus, answering, spoke to
the plawyers and Pharisees, saying,
“Is it lawful to qheal on the Sab-
bath?”*

4But they kept silent. And He
took him and rhealed him, and let
him go.

5Then He answered them, saying,
“Which of you, having a donkey* or
an ox that has fallen into a pit, will
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*13:31 NU-Text reads In that very hour.
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16Then He said to him, a“A cer-
tain man gave a great supper and in-
vited many,

17“and sent his servant at supper
time to say to those who were invit-
ed, ‘Come, for all things are now
ready.’

18“But they all with one accord
began to make bexcuses. The first
said to him, c‘I have bought a piece
of ground, and I must go and see it.
I ask you to have me excused.’

19“And another said, ‘I have
bought five yoke of oxen, and I am
going to test them. I ask you to have
me excused.’

20“Still another said, ‘I have mar-
ried a wife, and therefore I cannot
come.’

21“So that servant came and re-
ported these things to his master.
Then the master of the house, being
angry, said to his servant, d‘Go out
quickly into the estreets and lanes
of the city, and bring in here the
fpoor and the maimed and the lame
and the blind.’

22“And the servant said, ‘Master,
it is done as you commanded, and
still there is groom.’

23“Then the master said to the
servant, ‘Go out into the highways
and hedges, and hcompel them to
come in, that my house may be
filled.

24‘For I say to you that inone of
those men who were invited shall
jtaste my supper.’ ”

Discipleship tested
(cp. Matt. 10:37–39)

25Now great multitudes went
with Him. And He turned and said
to them,

26k“If anyone comes to Me and
does not hate his father and mother,
wife and children, brothers and sis-
ters, yes, and his lown life also, he
cannot be My disciple.

27“And mwhoever does not bear
his cross and come after Me cannot
be My disciple.
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Three parables about counting

the cost of discipleship
(vv. 28–35). (1) The tower

28n“For which of you, intending
to build a tower, does not sit down
first and count the cost, whether he
has enough to finish it—

29“lest, after he has laid the foun-
dation, and is not able to finish, all
who see it begin to mock him,

30“saying, ‘This man began to
build and was not able to ofinish.’

(2) The king contemplating war
31p“Or what king, going to make

war against another king, does not
sit down first and qconsider
whether he is able with ten thou-
sand to meet him who comes
against him with twenty thousand?

32“Or else, while the other is still
a great way off, he sends a rdelega-
tion and asks sconditions of peace.

33“So likewise, whoever of you
does not t forsake uall that he has
cannot be My disciple.

(3) The flavorless salt
(cp. Matt. 5:13; Mark 9:50)

34v“Salt is good; but if the salt has
lost its flavor, how shall it be sea-
soned?

35“It is neither fit for the land nor
for the dunghill, but men throw it
out. He who has ears to hear, let
him hear!”

Three parables concerning joy over
repentance (vv. 1–32)

15THEN all the tax collectors
and the wsinners drew near

to Him to hear Him.
2And the xPharisees and yscribes

complained, saying, “This Man re-
ceives sinners and zeats with
them.”

(1) The lost sheep
(cp. Matt. 18:12–14)

3So He spoke this aaparable to
them, saying:

4“What man of you, having a hun-
dred sheep, if he bb loses one of

14:26 hate his father. Terms which define the emo-
tions or affections are frequently comparative. Natural af-
fection is to be, as compared with the Christian’s devoted-
ness to Christ, as if it were hate. See Matt. 12:47–50,

where Christ illustrates this principle in His own Person.
But in the Lord the natural affections are sanctified and lift-
ed to the level of the divine love (compare John 19:26–27;
Eph. 5:25–28).



17“But when he came to himself,
he said, ‘How many of my father’s
hired servants have bread enough
and to spare, and I perish with
hunger!

18‘I will arise and go to my father,
and will psay to him, “Father, qI
have rsinned against heaven and be-
fore you,

19“and I am no longer worthy to
be called your son. Make me like
one of your hired servants.” ’

20“And he arose and came to his
father. But when he was still a
sgreat way off, his father saw him
and had tcompassion, and ran and
fell on his neck and kissed him.

21“And the son usaid to him, ‘Fa-
ther, I have vsinned against heaven
and in your sight, and am no longer
worthy to be called your son.’

22“But the father said to his ser-
vants, w ‘Bring* out the xbest robe
and put it on him, and put a ring on
his hand and sandals on his feet.

23‘And bring the fatted calf here
and kill it, and let us eat and be
merry;

24‘for this my son was ydead and is
zalive again; he was lost and is found.’
And they began to be aamerry.

25“Now his older son was in the
field. And as he came and drew
near to the house, he heard music
and dancing.

26“So he called one of the ser-
vants and asked what these things
meant.

27“And he said to him, ‘Your
brother has come, and because he
has received him safe and sound,
your father has killed the fatted calf.’

28“But he was angry and would
not go in. Therefore his father came
out and pleaded with him.

29“So he answered and said to his
father, ‘Lo, these many years I have
been serving you; I never trans-
gressed your commandment at any
time; and bbyet you never gave me a
young goat, that I might make mer-
ry with my friends.

them, does not leave the ninety-nine
in the wilderness, and go after the
one which is lost until he afinds it?

5“And when he has found it, he
lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing.

6“And when he comes home, he
calls together his friends and neigh-
bors, saying to them, b‘Rejoice with
me, for I have found my sheep
which was clost!’

7“I say to you that likewise there
will be more joy in heaven over one
dsinner who repents than over
ninety-nine ejust persons who fneed
no grepentance.

(2) The lost coin
8“Or what woman, having ten

silver coins,* if she loses one coin,
does not light a lamp, sweep the
house, and search carefully until
she finds it?

9“And when she has found it, she
calls her friends and neighbors to-
gether, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for
I have found the piece which I
hlost!’

10“Likewise, I say to you, there is
i joy in the presence of the jangels of
God over one ksinner who lre-
pents.”

(3) The lost son (vv. 11–32)
11Then He said: “A certain man

had two sons.
12“And the younger of them said

to his father, ‘Father, give me the
portion of goods that falls to me.’ So
he divided to them his mlivelihood.

13“And not many days after, the
younger son gathered all together,
journeyed to a far country, and
there wasted his possessions with
nprodigal living.

14“But when he had spent all,
there arose a severe famine in that
land, and he began to be in want.

15“Then he went and joined him-
self to a citizen of that country, and
he sent him into his fields to feed
oswine.

16“And he would gladly have
filled his stomach with the pods
that the swine ate, and no one gave
him anything.
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30‘But as soon as this son of yours
came, who has devoured your liveli-
hood with harlots, you killed the fat-
ted calf for him.’

31“And he said to him, ‘Son, you
are always with me, and all that I
have is yours.

32‘It was right that we should
make merry and be glad, for your
brother was adead and is alive
again, and was lost and is bfound.’ ”

Parable of the unjust steward:
the proper use of money

16HE also said to His disciples:
c“There was a certain rich

man who had a dsteward, and an ac-
cusation was brought to him that
this man was wasting his goods.

2“So he called him and said to
him, ‘What is this I hear about you?
Give an eaccount of your steward-
ship, for you can no longer be stew-
ard.’

3“Then the steward said within
himself, ‘What shall I do? For my
master is taking the stewardship
away from me. I cannot dig; I am
ashamed to beg.

4‘I have resolved what to do, that
when I am put out of the steward-
ship, they may receive me into their
houses.’

5“So he called every one of his
master’s debtors to him, and said to
the first, ‘How much do you owe
my master?’

6“And he said, ‘A hundred fmea-
sures* of oil.’ So he said to him,
‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly
and write fifty.’

7“Then he said to another, ‘And
how much do you owe?’ So he said,
‘A hundred gmeasures* of wheat.’
And he said to him, ‘Take your bill,
and write eighty.’

8“So the master commended the
unjust steward because he had dealt
shrewdly. For the sons of this world
are more shrewd in their generation
than the sons of hlight.

9“And I say to you, imake friends
for yourselves by junrighteous mam-
mon, that when you fail,* they may
receive you into an everlasting
home.

16:11
k Cp. 2 Cor. 6:10;

Eph. 1:18;
1 Tim. 6:17;
Rev. 3:18

16:12
l Cp. Luke 19:13

m 1 Pet. 1:3-4

16:13
n Cp. Josh. 24:15

o Matt. 6:24; Gal.
1:10; cp. 1 John
2:15; James 4:4

16:14
p See Matt. 3:7,

note

q Matt. 23:14; cp.
Titus 1:11

16:15
r Luke 10:29; cp.

Rom. 4:2; Gal.
3:11

s Matt. 6:2,5,16;
cp. Matt. 23:28

t 1 Sam. 16:7;
1 Chr. 28:9;
2 Chr. 6:30; Ps.
7:9; Prov.
15:11; Jer.
17:10

u Ps. 10:3; Prov.
6:16-19; 16:5;
cp. Titus 1:16

16:16
v Law (of Moses):

v. 16; Luke
16:17. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

w Matt. 3:1-12

x See Matt. 6:33,
note

16:17
y Matt. 5:18

z Law (of Moses):
v. 17; Luke
16:29. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

aa Is. 40:8; 1 Pet.
1:24-25

16:18
bb Cp. Matt.

5:27-28

15:32
a Death (spiritual):

v. 32; John 5:24.
(Gen. 2:17; Eph.
2:5, note)

b Cp. Luke 15:3-7

16:1
c Parables (NT):

vv. 1-9; Luke
17:7. (Matt.
5:13; Luke
21:29, note)

d Cp. Luke 12:42-
47

16:2
e Rom. 14:12;

2 Cor. 5:10;
1 Pet. 4:5; cp.
Eccl. 11:9-10

16:6
f See Weights and

Measures (NT),
Acts 27:28, note

16:7
g See Weights and

Measures (NT),
Acts 27:28, note

16:8
h John 12:36; Eph.

5:8; 1 Thess. 5:5

16:9
i Cp. 1 Tim. 6:17-

19

j Cp. Mark 10:24;
James 5:1-3

LUKE 15:30—16:19 1429
10“He who is faithful in what is

least is faithful also in much; and he
who is unjust in what is least is un-
just also in much.

11“Therefore if you have not been
faithful in the unrighteous mam-
mon, who will commit to your trust
the ktrue riches?

12“And if you have not been faith-
ful in what is lanother man’s, who
will give you what is your mown?

13n“No servant can serve two
masters; for either he will hate the
one and love the other, or else he
will be loyal to the one and despise
the other. oYou cannot serve God
and mammon.”

Jesus rebukes greed
14Now the pPharisees, who were

q lovers of money, also heard all
these things, and they derided Him.

15And He said to them, “You are
those who r justify yourselves sbe-
fore men, but God tknows your
hearts. For what is highly esteemed
among men is an uabomination in
the sight of God.

16“The v law and the prophets
were until w John. Since that time
the xkingdom of God has been
preached, and everyone is pressing
into it.

17“And it is easier for heaven and
earth to ypass away than for one tit-
tle of the zlaw to aafail.

Jesus teaches concerning divorce
(Matt. 5:31–32; 19:1–9;

Mark 10:1–12;
cp. Rom. 7:1–3; 1 Cor. 7:10–16)

18“Whoever divorces his wife and
marries another commits bbadul-
tery; and whoever marries her who
is divorced from her husband com-
mits adultery.

The rich man and Lazarus
19“There was a certain rich man

who was clothed in purple and fine
linen and fared sumptuously every
day.
*16:6 Greek batos, eight or nine gallons each (Old
Testament bath) *16:7 Greek koros, ten or
twelve bushels each (Old Testament kor)
*16:9 NU-Text reads it fails.

16:8 world. Greek aiōn. See Mark 10:30, note. 16:17 tittle. Minute ornament over Hebrew letter.



cool my tongue; for I am gtorment-
ed in this flame.’

25“But Abraham said, ‘Son, re-
member that in your lifetime you
hreceived your good things, and
likewise Lazarus evil things; but
now he is comforted and you are
tormented.

26‘And besides all this, between
us and you there is a great gulf
fixed, so that those who want to
pass from here to you cannot, nor
can those from there pass to us.’

27“Then he fsaid, ‘I beg you
therefore, father, that you would
send him to my father’s house,

28‘for I have five brothers, that he
may testify to them, lest they also
come to this place of torment.’

29“Abraham said to him, ‘They
have iMoses and the prophets; let
them jhear kthem.’

30“And he fsaid, ‘No, father Abra-
ham; but if one goes to them from
the dead, they will lrepent.’

31“But he said to him, m‘If they
do not nhear oMoses and the proph-
ets, neither will they be ppersuaded
though one rise from the dead.’ ”

Instructions regarding offending,
forgiving, and faith

(cp. Matt. 18:1–7,18–35)

17THEN He said to the disci-
ples, “It is impossible that no

offenses should qcome, but rwoe to
him through whom they do come!

2“It would be better for him if a
millstone were hung around his
neck, and he were thrown into the
sea, than that he should offend one
of these little ones.

3“Take heed to yourselves. If your
brother ssins against you,* trebuke
him; and if he urepents, v forgive
him.

4“And if he wsins against you sev-
en times in a day, and seven times
in a day returns to you,* saying, ‘I
repent,’ xyou shall forgive him.”

20“But there was a certain beggar
named Lazarus, full of sores, who
was laid at his gate,

21“desiring to be fed with the
crumbs which fell* from the rich
man’s table. Moreover the dogs
came and licked his sores.

22“So it was that the beggar
adied, and was carried by the ban-
gels to cAbraham’s bosom. The rich
man also died and was buried.

23“And being in d torments in
eHades, he lifted up his eyes and
saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus
in his bosom.

24“Then he cried and fsaid, ‘Fa-
ther Abraham, have mercy on me,
and send Lazarus that he may dip
the tip of his finger in water and
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*16:21 NU-Text reads with what fell.
*17:3 NU-Text omits against you. *17:4 M-
Text omits to you.

16:19 Verses 19–31 are not said to be a parable. Rich
men and beggars were common. There is no reason why
Jesus may not have had in mind a particular case. In no
parable is an individual named, as here (v. 20).

16:23 HADES AND SHEOL

The Greek word Hadēs, like its Hebrew equivalent,
Sheol, is used in two ways:

(1) To indicate the condition of the unsaved between
death and the great white throne judgment (Rev.
20:11–15). Luke 16:23–24 shows that the lost in Hadēs
are conscious, possess full use of their faculties, memo-
ry, etc., and are in torment. This continues until the fi-
nal judgment of the lost (2 Pet. 2:9), when all the un-
saved, and Hadēs itself, will be cast into the lake of fire
(Rev. 20:13–15).

(2) To indicate, in general, the condition of all de-
parted human spirits between death and the resurrec-
tion. This usage is found occasionally in the OT but
rarely, if ever, in the NT (compare Gen. 37:35; 42:38;
44:29,31). It should not lead anyone to think that there
is a possibility of change from one state to the other af-
ter death, for v. 23 shows that when the unsaved man
who was in Hadēs saw Abraham and Lazarus, they
were “afar off,” and v. 26 states that between the two
places there is a great gulf fixed, so that no one can
cross from one to the other.

Some interpreters think that Eph. 4:8–10 indicates
that a change in the place of the departed believers oc-
curred at the resurrection of Christ. It is certain that now
all who are saved go at once into the presence of Christ
(2 Cor. 5:8; Phil. 1:23). Jesus told the penitent thief: “to-
day you will be with Me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43). Paul
was “caught up to the third heaven . . . into Paradise
(2 Cor. 12:1–4). Paradise is a place of great joy and
bliss, but this bliss is not complete until the spirit is re-
united with a glorified body at the resurrection of the
just (1 Cor. 15:51–54; 1 Thess. 4:16–17). Though both
Sheol and Hadēs are sometimes translated “grave”
(compare Gen. 37:35), they never indicate a burial
place but, rather, the state of the spirit after death. See
also Hab. 2:5, note.



5And the apostles asaid to the
Lord, “Increase our bfaith.”

6So the Lord said, c“If you have
faith as a mustard seed, you can say
to this mulberry tree, ‘Be pulled up
by the roots and be planted in the
sea,’ and it would obey you.

Earnest service is our duty
7“And dwhich of you, having a

servant plowing or tending sheep,
will say to him when he has come
in from the field, ‘Come at once and
sit down to eat’?

8“But will he not rather say to
him, ‘Prepare something for my
supper, and gird yourself and serve
me till I have eaten and drunk, and
afterward you will eat and drink’?

9“Does he thank that servant be-
cause he did the things that were
commanded him? I think not.*

10“So likewise you, when you
have done all those things which
you are commanded, say, e‘We are
unprofitable servants. We have
done what was our duty to do.’ ”

Ten lepers cleansed
11Now it happened as He went to

fJerusalem that He passed through
the midst of Samaria and Galilee.

12Then as He entered a certain
village, there met Him ten men who
were glepers, who stood afar off.

13And they lifted up their voices
and hsaid, “Jesus, Master, have mer-
cy on us!”

14So when He saw them, He said
to them, “Go, show yourselves to
the ipriests.” And so it was that as
they went, they were jcleansed.

15And one of them, when he saw
that he was healed, returned, and
with a loud kvoice lglorified God,

16and fell down on his face at His
feet, giving Him thanks. And he was
a mSamaritan.
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17So Jesus answered and said,

“Were there not ten cleansed? But
where are the nine?

18“Were there not any found who
returned to give glory to God except
this foreigner?”

19And He said to him, “Arise, go
your way. nYour o faith has pmade
you well.”

The kingdom in its present aspect
(see Luke 17:21,

note; cp. Luke 19:11–27)
20Now when He was asked by the

Pharisees when the qkingdom of
God would come, He answered
them and said, “The kingdom of
God does not come with observa-
tion;

21“nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or
‘See there!’* For indeed, the rking-
dom of God is swithin you.”

Jesus foretells His second coming
(see Deut. 30:3, note,
and Acts 1:9–11, note)

22Then He said to the disciples,
“The tdays will come when you will
desire to see one of the days of the
uSon of Man, and you will not see it.

23“And they will say to you,
v‘Look here!’ or ‘Look there!’* wDo
not go after them or follow them.

24“For as the lightning that
flashes out of one part under heav-
en shines to the other part under
heaven, so also the xSon of Man will
be in His day.

25“But first He must suffer many
things and be yrejected by this gen-
eration.

26z“And as it aawas in the bbdays
of ccNoah, so it will be also in the
days of the ddSon of Man:

27“They ate, they drank, they
*17:9 NU-Text ends verse with commanded; M-
Text omits him. *17:21 NU-Text reverses here
and there. *17:23 NU-Text reverses here and
there.

17:20 observation. Or outward show. John 18:36; see
v. 21, note.

17:21 within you. The Greek word entos carries the
force of in the midst. It could not be said of a self-righ-
teous, Christ-rejecting Pharisee that the kingdom of God, as
to its spiritual content, was “within” his heart. Our Lord’s
whole answer, designedly enigmatic to the Pharisees (com-
pare Matt. 13:10–13), has a dispensational meaning. The
kingdom in its outward form, as covenanted to David

(2 Sam. 7:16, note) and described by the prophets (Zech.
12:8, note) had been rejected by the Jews, so that, during
this present age, it would “not come with observation” (lit-
erally “outward show”) but in the hearts of men (see Luke
19:11–12; Acts 1:6–8, note; Rom. 14:17). Meantime, the
kingdom was actually “in the midst” of the Pharisees in the
persons of the King and His disciples. Ultimately the king-
dom of heaven will come visibly to earth at our Lord’s sec-
ond coming. See v. 24.



‘Get justice for me from my adver-
sary.’

4“And he would not for a while;
but afterward he said within him-
self, ‘Though I do not fear God nor
regard man,

5‘yet because this widow troubles
me I will avenge her, lest by her
continual coming she weary me.’ ”

6Then the Lord said, “Hear what
the unjust judge said.

7“And shall God not avenge His
own melect who cry out day and
night to Him, though He bears
nlong with them?

8“I tell you that He will avenge
them speedily. Nevertheless, when
the oSon of Man pcomes, will He
really find qfaith on the earth?”

(2) The Pharisee and tax collector:
proper and improper attitudes

9Also He spoke this rparable to
some who s trusted in themselves
that they were trighteous, and de-
spised others:

10“Two men went up to the tem-
ple to pray, one a Pharisee and the
other a tax collector.

11“The uPharisee stood and
vprayed thus with himself, ‘God, I
thank You that I am not like other
men—extortioners, unjust, adulter-
ers, or even as this tax collector.

12‘I fast twice a week; I give
tithes of all that I possess.’

13“And the tax collector, standing
afar off, would not so much as raise
his eyes to heaven, but beat his
breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to
me a wsinner!’

14“I tell you, this man went down
to his house x justified rather than
the other; for everyone who exalts
himself will be humbled, and yhe
who humbles himself will be exalt-
ed.”

married wives, they were given in
marriage, until the aday that Noah
entered the ark, and the flood came
and bdestroyed them all.

28“Likewise as it was also in the
days of Lot: They ate, they drank,
they bought, they sold, they plant-
ed, they built;

29“but on the cday that Lot went
out of Sodom it rained fire and
brimstone from heaven and de-
stroyed them all.

30“Even so will it be in the dday
when the eSon of Man is frevealed.

31“In that day, he who is on the
housetop, and his goods are in the
house, let him not come down to
take them away. And likewise the
one who is in the field, let him not
turn back.

32“Remember Lot’s gwife.
33h“Whoever seeks to save his

life will lose it, and whoever loses
his life will preserve it.

34“I tell you, in that night there
will be two men in one bed: the one
will be taken and the other will be
left.

35 i“Two women will be grinding
together: the one will be taken and
the other left.

36“Two men will be in the field:
the one will be taken and the other
left.”*

37And they answered and said to
Him, “Where, Lord?” So He said to
them, j“Wherever the body is,
there the eagles will be gathered to-
gether.”

Two parables on prayer (vv. 1–14)
(1) Persistence rewarded

18THEN He spoke a kparable to
them, that men lalways

ought to pray and not lose heart,
2saying: “There was in a certain

city a judge who did not fear God
nor regard man.

3“Now there was a widow in that
city; and she came to him, saying,
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1432 LUKE 17:28—18:14

*17:36 NU-Text and M-Text omit verse 36.

18:8 faith. Literally the faith. The reference is not to
personal faith but to belief in the whole body of revealed
truth. (Compare Rom. 1:5; 1 Cor. 16:13; 2 Cor. 13:5; Col.
1:23; 2:7; Titus 1:13; Jude 3. See v. 8 marg., Apostasy;
2 Tim. 3:1, note.)

18:13 merciful. That is, propitiated. Greek hilaskomai,
used in the Septuagint and NT in connection with the mer-

cy seat (Ex. 25:17,18,21; Heb. 9:5). An instructed Jew, the
tax collector was thinking, not of mercy alone, but of the
blood-sprinkled mercy seat (Lev. 16:5, note; see also Pro-
pitiation, Rom. 3:25, note). His prayer might be para-
phrased, “Be toward me as You are when You look on the
atoning blood.” The Bible knows nothing of divine forgive-
ness apart from sacrifice (see Matt. 26:28, note).



Jesus blesses little children
(Matt. 19:13–15; Mark 10:13–16)
15Then they also brought infants

to Him that He might touch them;
but when the disciples saw it, they
arebuked them.

16But Jesus called them to Him
and said, “Let the little children
come to Me, and do not forbid
them; for of bsuch is the ckingdom
of God.

17“Assuredly, I say to you, whoev-
er does not receive the kingdom of
God as a little child will by no
means enter it.”

The rich young ruler
(Matt. 19:16–30; Mark 10:17–31;

cp. Luke 10:25–37)
18Now a certain ruler asked Him,

saying, “Good Teacher, what shall I
do to inherit deternal life?”

19So Jesus said to him, “Why do
you call Me good? No one is good
but eOne, that is, God.

20“You fknow the gcommand-
ments: ‘Do not commit adultery,’
‘Do not hmurder,’ ‘Do not steal,’
‘Do not bear false witness,’ ‘Honor
your father and your mother.’ ”

21And he said, “All ithese things I
have kept from my youth.”

22So when Jesus heard these
things, He said to him, “You still
j lack one thing. Sell all that you
have and distribute to the poor, and
you will have ktreasure in heaven;
and come, follow Me.”

23But when he lheard this, he be-
came very msorrowful, for he was
very rich.

24And when Jesus saw that he be-
came very sorrowful, He said,
n“How hard it is for those who have
riches to enter the kingdom of God!

25“For it is easier for a camel to
go through the eye of a needle than
for a rich man to enter the oking-
dom of God.”

26And those who heard it said,
“Who then can be psaved?”

27But He said, “The things which
are impossible with men are qpossi-
ble with God.”
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Reward for sacrifice

28Then Peter said, “See, we have
rleft all* and followed You.”

29So He said to them, “Assuredly,
I say to you, there is no one who
has left house or parents or brothers
or wife or children, for the sake of
the skingdom of God,

30“who shall not receive tmany
times more in this present time,
and in the age to come eternal life.”

Jesus again foretells His death
and resurrection (Matt. 20:17–19;

Mark 10:32–34)
31Then He took the twelve aside

and said to them, “Behold, we are
ugoing up to Jerusalem, and all
things that are vwritten by the
prophets concerning the wSon of
Man will be accomplished.

32“For He will be xdelivered to
the Gentiles and will be mocked
and insulted and spit upon.

33“They will scourge Him and kill
Him. And the third day He will rise
again.”

34But they understood none of
these things; this saying was yhid-
den from them, and they did not
know the things which were spo-
ken.

Bartimaeus receives his sight
(Mark 10:46–52; cp. Matt. 20:29–34)

35Then it happened, as He was
coming near Jericho, that a certain
zblind man sat by the road begging.

36And hearing a multitude pass-
ing by, he asked what it meant.

37So they told him that Jesus of
Nazareth was passing by.

38And he cried out, aasaying,
“Jesus, bbSon of David, have mercy
on me!”

39Then those who went before
ccwarned him that he should be qui-
et; but he cried out all the more,
dd“Son of David, have mercy on me!”

40So Jesus stood still and com-
manded him to be brought to Him.
And when he had come near, He
asked him,

41saying, “What do you want Me
*18:28 NU-Text reads our own.

18:25 needle. Greek raphis, a sewing needle. 18:30 age. Greek aiōn. See Mark 10:30, note.



they thought the qkingdom of God
would appear rimmediately.

12Therefore He said: “A certain
nobleman went into a sfar country
to receive for himself a kingdom
and to return.

13“So he called ten of his tser-
vants, delivered to them ten umi-
nas,* and said to them, v‘Do busi-
ness till I come.’

14“But his citizens hated him, and
sent a delegation after him, saying,
‘We will wnot have this man to
xreign over us.’

15“And so it was that when he re-
turned, having received the yking-
dom, he then commanded these
servants, to whom he had given the
zmoney, to be called to him, that he
might know how much every man
had gained by trading.

16“Then came the first, saying,
‘Master, your aamina has earned ten
minas.’

17“And he said to him, bb ‘Well
done, good servant; because you
were cc faithful in a very little,
ddhave authority over ten cities.’

18“And the second came, saying,
‘Master, your mina has earned five
eeminas.’

19“Likewise he said to him, ‘You
also be over five cities.’

20“Then another came, saying,
‘Master, here is your mina, which I
have kept put away in a handker-
chief.

21‘For I fffeared you, because you
are an austere man. You collect
what you did not deposit, and reap
what you did not sow.’

22“And he said to him, ‘Out of
your own ggmouth I will judge you,
you wicked servant. You knew that I
was an austere man, collecting what

to do for you?” He asaid, “Lord, that
I may receive my sight.”

42Then Jesus said to him, “Re-
ceive your sight; your b faith has
made you well.”

43And immediately he creceived
his sight, and followed Him, dglori-
fying God. And all the people, when
they saw it, gave praise to God.

Conversion of Zacchaeus

19THEN Jesus entered and
passed through eJericho.

2Now behold, there was a man
named Zacchaeus who was a chief
tax collector, and he was rich.

3And he sought to fsee who Jesus
was, but could not because of the
crowd, for he was of short stature.

4So he ran ahead and climbed up
into a sycamore tree to see Him, for
He was going to pass that way.

5And when Jesus came to the
place, He looked up and saw him,*
and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make
haste and come down, for today I
must gstay at your house.”

6So he made haste and came
down, and received Him joyfully.

7But when they saw it, they all
complained, saying, “He has gone
to be a guest with a man who is a
hsinner.”

8Then Zacchaeus stood and said
to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I give half
of my goods to the ipoor; and if I
have taken anything from anyone
by false accusation, I jrestore four-
fold.”

9And Jesus said to him, “Today
ksalvation has come to this house,
because he also is a son of lAbra-
ham;

10“for the mSon of Man has come
to nseek and to osave that which
was lost.”

The ten minas: parable of long
journey (see Luke 17:21, note,

and Acts 1:6–8, note)
11Now as they heard these things,

He spoke another pparable, because
He was near Jerusalem and because
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1434 LUKE 18:42—19:22

*19:5 NU-Text omits and saw him.
*19:13 The mina (Greek mna, Hebrew minah) was
worth about three months’ salary.

18:42 made you well. Or saved you. See Rom. 1:16,
note.

19:8 fourfold. This was in strict accord with Jewish
standards of rectitude (Ex. 22:1).

Zacchaeus: A rich tax collector who made a great ef-
fort to see Jesus. He became a follower of Jesus and re-
paid everyone he had cheated.

Abraham: of a great multitude. A man chosen by God
to become the father of the great nation Israel. God
promised Abraham that he would have descendants
as numerous as the stars in the heavens. Abraham was
revered throughout generations for his great faith.



I did not deposit and areaping what
I did not sow.

23‘Why then did you not put my
bmoney in the bank, that at my
coming I might have collected it
with interest?’

24“And he said to those who stood
by, ‘Take the cmina from him, and
degive it to him who has ten minas.’

25(“But they said to him, ‘Master,
he has ten minas.’)

26‘For I say to you, that fto every-
one who has will be given; and
from him who does not have, even
what he has will be taken away
from him.

27‘But bring here those genemies
of mine, who did not want me to
reign over them, and hslay them be-
fore me.’ ”

IV. The Rejection of Christ,
and His Death, 19:28—23:56

Triumphal entry of Jesus
(Matt. 21:1–9; Mark 11:1–10;
John 12:12–19; cp. Zech. 9:9)

28When He had said this, He
went on iahead, going up to
Jerusalem.

29And it came to pass, when He
drew near to Bethphage* and jBeth-
any, kat the mountain called
lOlivet, that He sent two of His dis-
ciples,

30saying, “Go into the village op-
posite you, where as you enter you
will find a colt tied, on which mno
one has ever sat. Loose it and bring
it here.

31“And if anyone asks you, ‘Why
are you loosing it?’ thus you shall
say to him, n‘Because the Lord has
need of it.’ ”

32So those who were sent went
their way and found it just oas He
had said to them.

33But as they were loosing the
colt, the owners of it said to them,
“Why are you loosing the colt?”

34And they said, “The Lord has
need of him.”

35Then they brought him to Jesus.
And they threw their own clothes
on the colt, and they set Jesus on
him.
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LUKE 19:23–47 1435
36And as He went, many spread

their clothes on the road.
37Then, as He was now drawing

near the descent of the pMount of
Olives, the whole multitude of the
disciples began to qrejoice and
praise God with a loud voice for all
the mighty works they had seen,

38saying:

“‘Blessed r is the sKing who
tcomes in the uname of the
LORD! ’

vPeace in heaven and glory in
the highest!”

39And some of the wPharisees
called to Him from the crowd,
“Teacher, xrebuke Your disciples.”

40But He answered and said to
them, “I tell you that if these should
keep silent, the ystones would im-
mediately cry out.”

Jesus again laments over Jerusalem
(cp. Matt. 23:37–39; Luke 13:34–35)

41Now as He drew near, He saw
the city and zwept over it,

42saying, aa“If you had known,
even you, especially in this bbyour
day, the things that ccmake for your
ddpeace! But now they are hidden
from your eyes.

43ee“For days will come upon you
when your enemies will build an
embankment around you, surround
you and close you in on every side,

44 ff“and level you, and your chil-
dren within you, to the ground; and
they will not leave in you one stone
upon another, because you did not
know the time of your ggvisitation.”

Jesus drives traders from temple
(Matt. 21:12–13; Mark 11:15–18;

cp. John 2:13–16)
45Then He went into the temple

and began to drive out those who
bought and sold in it,*

46saying to them, “It is hhwritten,
‘My house is* a iihouse of prayer,’
but you have made it a ‘den of
thieves.’ ”

47And He was jjteaching daily in
*19:29 M-Text reads Bethsphage. *19:45 NU-
Text reads those who were selling. *19:46 NU-
Text reads shall be.

19:42 saying. As perfect Man, He wept; as Son of God, He warned (compare Is. 10:1–4).



they wounded him also and cast
him out.

13“Then the owner of the vine-
yard said, ‘What shall I do? I will
osend my beloved son. Probably
they will respect him when they see
him.’

14“But when the vinedressers
saw him, they reasoned among
themselves, saying, ‘This is the
pheir. Come, q let us kill him, that
the inheritance may be rours.’

15“So they cast him out of the
vineyard and skilled him. Therefore
what will the owner of the vineyard
do to them?

16“He will come and tdestroy
those vinedressers and give the vine-
yard to uothers.” And when they
heard it they said, “Certainly not!”

17Then He looked at them and
said, “What then is this that is
vwritten:

‘Thew xstone which the builders
rejected

Has become the chief
cornerstone’ ?

18“Whoever falls on that stone
will be ybroken; zbut on whomever
it falls, it will grind him to powder.”

Jesus answers the Herodians
(Matt. 22:15–22; Mark 12:13–17)
19And the chief priests and the

aascribes that very hour sought to
lay hands on Him, but they feared
the people*—for they knew He had
spoken this parable against them.

20So they watched Him, and sent
spies who pretended to be righ-
teous, that they might seize on His
words, in order to deliver Him to
the power and the authority of the
governor.

21Then they asked Him, saying,
“Teacher, we know that You say and
teach rightly, and You do not show
personal favoritism, but teach the
way of God in truth:

22“Is it lawful for us to pay taxes
to Caesar or not?”

23But He perceived their crafti-
ness, and said to them, “Why do
you bbtest Me?*

the temple. But the chief priests,
the ascribes, and the leaders of the
people sought to bdestroy Him,

48and were unable to do any-
thing; for all the people were very
attentive to chear Him.

Jesus’ authority challenged
(Matt. 21:23–27; Mark 11:27–33)

20NOW it happened on one of
those days, as He dtaught the

people in the temple and preached
the egospel, that the chief priests
and the fscribes, together with the
elders, confronted Him

2and spoke to Him, saying, “Tell
us, gby what authority are You do-
ing these things? Or who is he who
gave You this authority?”

3But He answered and said to
them, “I also will ask you one thing,
and answer Me:

4“The hbaptism of John—was it
from heaven or from men?”

5And they reasoned among them-
selves, saying, i“If we say, ‘From
heaven,’ He will say, ‘Why then*

did you not believe him?’
6“But if we say, ‘From men,’ all

the people will stone us, for they
are persuaded that John was a
jprophet.”

7So they answered kthat they did
not know where it was from.

8And Jesus said to them, “Neither
will I tell you by what authority I do
these things.”

Parable of the vineyard owner
(Matt. 21:33–46; Mark 12:1–9;

cp. Is. 5:1–7)
9Then He began to tell the people

this lparable: “A certain man plant-
ed a mvineyard, leased it to vine-
dressers, and went into a far coun-
try for a long time.

10“Now at vintage-time he nsent a
servant to the vinedressers, that
they might give him some of the
fruit of the vineyard. But the vine-
dressers beat him and sent him
away empty-handed.

11“Again he sent another servant;
and they beat him also, treated him
shamefully, and sent him away emp-
ty-handed.

12“And again he sent a third; and
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24“Show Me a denarius. Whose
image and inscription does it have?”
They answered and said, “Cae-
sar’s.”

25And He said to them, a“Render
therefore to Caesar the things that
are Caesar’s, and to God the things
that are God’s.”

26But they could not catch Him in
His words in the presence of the
people. And they bmarveled at His
answer and kept silent.

Jesus answers the Sadducees
(Matt. 22:23–33; Mark 12:18–27)
27Then some of the cSadducees,

who deny that there is a resurrec-
tion, came to Him and asked Him,

28saying: “Teacher, dMoses wrote
to us that if a man’s brother dies,
having a wife, and he dies without
children, his ebrother should take
his wife and raise up offspring for
his brother.

29“Now there were seven broth-

20:35
f Phil. 3:11; cp.

Luke 21:36;
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Rev. 3:4

g Resurrection:
vv. 27-38; Luke
24:6. (2 Kin.
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20:36
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LUKE 20:24–36 1437
ers. And the first took a wife, and
died without children.

30“And the second* took her as
wife, and he died childless.

31“Then the third took her, and in
like manner the seven also; and
they left no children,* and died.

32“Last of all the woman died
also.

33“Therefore, in the resurrection,
whose wife does she become? For
all seven had her as wife.”

34Jesus answered and said to
them, “The sons of this age marry
and are given in marriage.

35“But those who are fcounted
worthy to attain that age, and the
gresurrection from the dead, neither
marry nor are given in marriage;

36“nor can they hdie anymore, for
they are equal to the iangels and are
sons of God, jbeing sons of the res-
urrection.
*20:30 NU-Text ends verse 30 here.
*20:31 NU-Text and M-Text read the seven also
left no children.

20:24 denarius. See Coinage (NT), Matt. 5:26, note. 20:34,35 age. Greek aiōn. See Mark 10:30, note.
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The Olivet Discourse (vv. 5–38)
(Matt. 24—25; Mark 13)

5Then, as some spoke of the rtem-
ple, how it was adorned with beauti-
ful stones and donations, He said,

6“These things which you see—
the days will come in which snot
one stone shall be left upon another
that shall not be thrown down.”

The disciples’ two questions: When
and What? (Matt. 24:3; Mark 13:4)
7So they asked Him, saying,

“Teacher, but when will these
things be? And what sign will there
be when these things are about to
take place?”

Daniel’s seventieth week of years
(Dan. 9:27): the end time

(Matt. 24:4–14; Mark 13:5–13)
8 tAnd He said: “Take heed that

you not be udeceived. For many will
come in My name, saying, ‘I am
He,’ and, ‘The time has drawn
near.’ Therefore* do not go after
them.

9“But when you hear of vwars
and commotions, do not be terri-
fied; for these things must come to
pass first, but the end will not come
immediately.”

10Then He said to them, “Nation
will rise against nation, and king-
dom against kingdom.

11“And there will be great wearth-
quakes in various places, and fam-
ines and pestilences; and there will
be fearful sights and great signs
from heaven.

Suffering of apostles and believers
prior to seventieth week

12“But before all these things,
x they will lay their hands on you
and persecute you, delivering you
up to the synagogues and prisons.
You will be brought before kings
and rulers for My name’s sake.

13“But it will turn out for you as
an occasion for ytestimony.

14“Therefore settle it in your
hearts not to meditate beforehand
on what you will answer;

37“But even aMoses bshowed in
the burning bush passage that the
dead are raised, when he called the
Lord ‘the God of Abraham, the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’

38“For He is not the God of the
dead but of the cliving, for all live to
Him.”

Jesus questions and denounces
the scribes (cp. Matt. 22:41—23:36;

Mark 12:35–40)
39Then some of the dscribes an-

swered and said, “Teacher, You
have spoken well.”

40But after that they dared not
question Him anymore.

41And He said to them, “How can
they say that the Christ is the eSon
of David?

42“Now David himself fsaid in the
Book of Psalms:

‘The g LORD said to my Lord,
“Sit at My right hand,

43 Till I make Your enemies Your
footstool.” ’

44“Therefore David calls Him
‘Lord’ ; hhow is He then his Son?”

45Then, in the hearing of all the
people, He said to His disciples,

46 i“Beware of the jscribes, who
desire to go around in long robes,
love kgreetings in the marketplaces,
the lbest seats in the synagogues,
and the best places at feasts,

47“who mdevour widows’ houses,
and for a npretense make long
prayers. These will receive ogreater
condemnation.”

The widow’s mites (Mark 12:41–44)

21AND He looked up and saw
the rich putting their gifts

into the treasury,
2and He saw also a certain ppoor

widow putting in two mites.
3So He said, “Truly I say to you

that this poor widow has put in
more than all;

4“for all these out of their abun-
dance have put in offerings for
God,* but she out of her poverty put
in qall the livelihood that she had.”
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15“for I will give you a mouth and
wisdom which all your adversaries
will not be able to contradict or re-
sist.

16“You will be betrayed even by
parents and brothers, relatives and
friends; and they will put some of
you to death.

17“And you will be hated by all
for My name’s sake.

18“But not a hair of your head
shall be lost.

19“By your patience possess your
souls.

Destruction of Jerusalem foretold
20“But when you see Jerusalem

asurrounded by armies, then know
that its bdesolation is near.

21“Then let those who are in Ju-
dea flee to the mountains, let those
who are in the midst of her depart,
and let not those who are in the
country enter her.

22“For these are the cdays of
vengeance, that dall things which
are ewritten may be fulfilled.

23“But woe to those who are
pregnant and to those who are nurs-
ing babies in those days! For there
will be great distress in the land and
wrath upon this people.

24“And they will fall by the edge
of the sword, and be led away cap-
tive into all nations. And Jerusalem
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will be trampled by Gentiles until
the ftimes of the Gentiles are ful-
filled.

Return of Christ to earth at the
close of the tribulation

(Matt. 24:27–31; Mark 13:24–27)
25“And there will be gsigns in the

sun, in the moon, and in the stars;
and on the earth distress of nations,
with hperplexity, the sea and the
waves roaring;

26“men’s hearts failing them from
fear and the expectation of those
things which are coming on the
earth, for the powers of the heavens
will be shaken.

27“Then they will see the iSon of
Man jcoming kin a cloud with pow-
er and great glory.

28“Now when these things begin
to happen, look up and lift up your
heads, because your lredemption
draws near.”

Parable of the fig tree
(Matt. 24:32–35; Mark 13:28–31)
29Then He spoke to them a mpar-

able: “Look at the fig tree, and all
the trees.

30“When they are already bud-
ding, you see and know for your-
selves that summer is now near.

31“So you also, when you see

21:20 when you see Jerusalem. Two sieges of Jeru-
salem are in view in the Olivet Discourse, the one fulfilled
in A.D. 70, and the other yet to be fulfilled at the end of the
age. Here the reference is to the siege by Titus, A.D. 70,
when the city was taken and vv. 20–24 literally fulfilled.
These horrors illustrate the conditions in Palestine at the
time of the end, but neither v. 20 nor v. 24 is included in
the accounts of the Olivet Discourse given by Matthew and
Mark. The references in Matt. 24:15–28 and Mark
13:14–26 are to the final siege, when the city will be taken
by enemies but delivered by the return of the Lord to the
earth (Rev. 19:11–21; Zech. 14:2–4). In Luke the sign is
Jerusalem being surrounded by armies (21:20); in Matt.
24:15 and Mark 13:14 the sign is the abomination of deso-
lation in the Holy Place (2 Thess. 2:4; Rev. 13:12–15).

21:24 trampled. The “times of the Gentiles” began with
the captivity of Judah under Nebuchadnezzar (2 Chr.
36:1–21). Since that time Jerusalem has been, as Christ
said, “trampled by Gentiles.” See marg. also.

21:27 coming in a cloud. This is clearly the return of
Christ in which He comes to the earth, not His return to
translate the Church. Signs in the sun, moon, and stars, and
the shaking of the heavens do not accompany the rapture

but are phenomena that will take place after the Church is
gone (compare 2 Pet. 3:10–13; Rev. 6:12–17).

21:29 PARABLES IN THE 
NEW TESTAMENT, SUMMARY

In the NT, as in the OT, a parable is a similitude used to
teach or enforce a truth (see Zech. 11:7, note). No one
in Scripture record is as generous in the use of the par-
abolic method of teaching as Christ, who employs it
liberally to illustrate important spiritual truths, with sto-
ries of things familiar in the natural realm.

Asked by His disciples why He spoke in parables,
our Lord admitted two purposes: that (a) His followers
might know the mysteries of the kingdom; and (b) those
whose hearts were hardened might neither hear nor un-
derstand the same doctrine (Matt. 13:10–17).

Parables in the NT fall into three classifications:
(1) general, e.g. Mark 9:50; Luke 10:30–37; 18:9–14;
Rom. 7:1–6; (2) pertaining to the Church Age, e.g. Matt.
13:3–9,18–23; and (3) relating to the Messianic king-
dom, e.g. Matt. 24:45–51; Luke 14:16–24.



8And He sent Peter and John, say-
ing, “Go and prepare the Passover
for us, that we may eat.”

9So they said to Him, “Where do
You want us to prepare?”

10And He said to them, “Behold,
when you have entered the city, a
man will meet you carrying a pitch-
er of water; follow him into the
house which he enters.

11“Then you shall say to the mas-
ter of the house, ‘The Teacher says
to you, t“Where is the guest room
where I may eat the uPassover with
My disciples?” ’

12“Then he will show you a large,
furnished upper room; there make
ready.”

13So they went and vfound it just
as He had said to them, and they
prepared the Passover.

The last Passover (Matt. 26:20;
Mark 14:17; John 13:1–17)

14When the hour had come, He
sat down, and the wtwelve* apostles
with Him.

15Then He said to them, “With fer-
vent desire I have desired to xeat ythis
Passover with you before I suffer;

16“for I say to you, I will no
longer eat of it zuntil it is fulfilled in
the kingdom of God.”

17Then He took the aacup, and
gave thanks, and said, “Take this
and divide it among yourselves;

18“for I say to you,* I will not
drink of the fruit of the vine until
the bbkingdom of God comes.”

The Lord’s Supper instituted
(Matt. 26:26–29; Mark 14:22–25;

cp. John 13:12–30; 1 Cor. 11:23–26)
19And He took bread, gave thanks

and broke it, and gave it to them,
saying, “This is My ccbody which is
given for you; dddo this in remem-
brance of Me.”

20Likewise He also took the cup
after supper, saying, “This cup is the
eenew covenant in My ffblood,
which is ggshed for you.

these things happening, know that
the akingdom of God is bnear.

32“Assuredly, I say to you, this
cgeneration will by no means pass
away till all things take place.

33d“Heaven and earth will pass
away, but My ewords will by no
means pass away.

Watchfulness enjoined
(Matt. 24:36–51; Mark 13:32–37)
34“But take heed to yourselves,

lest your hearts be weighed down
with carousing, fdrunkenness, and
gcares of this life, and that hDay
come on you unexpectedly.

35 i“For jit will come as a snare on
all those who dwell on the face of
the whole earth.

36k“Watch therefore, and lpray al-
ways that you may be counted
mworthy* to escape all these things
that will come to pass, and to stand
before the Son of Man.”

37And in the daytime He was
teaching in the temple, but at night
He went out and stayed on the
mountain called Olivet.

38Then early in the morning all
the people came to Him in the tem-
ple to hear Him.

Judas agrees to betray Jesus
(Matt. 26:14–16; Mark 14:1–2,10–11)

22NOW the Feast of Unleav-
ened Bread drew near,

which is called nPassover.
2And the chief priests and the

oscribes sought how they might kill
Him, for they feared the people.

3Then pSatan entered Judas, sur-
named Iscariot, who was numbered
among the qtwelve.

4So he went his way and conferred
with the chief priests and captains,
how he might betray Him to them.

5And they were glad, and ragreed
to give him money.

6So he promised and sought op-
portunity to sbetray Him to them in
the absence of the multitude.

Preparation for the Passover
(Matt. 26:17–19; Mark 14:12–16)
7Then came the Day of Unleav-

ened Bread, when the Passover
must be killed.
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26

22:20
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(New): v. 20;
Rom. 11:27.
(Is. 61:8; Heb.
8:8, note)

ff 1 Cor. 10:16

gg Sacrifice (of
Christ): vv.
19-20; Luke
23:33. (Gen.
3:15; Heb.
10:18, note)
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a See Matt. 6:33,

note

b See Matt. 4:17,
note

21:32
c See Matt. 24:34,

note

21:33
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1:10-11; 2 Pet.
3:7,10,12

e Is. 40:8; Luke
16:17; 1 Pet.
1:24-25

21:34
f Rom. 13:13

g Luke 8:14

h Day (of the
LORD): vv. 34-
35; Acts 2:20.
(Ps. 2:9; Rev.
19:19, note)

21:35
i 1 Thess. 5:2-3;

2 Pet. 3:10; Rev.
16:15

j Day (of destruc-
tion): v. 35;
2 Thess. 1:8.
(Job 21:30; Rev.
20:11, note)

21:36
k Matt. 25:13

l Luke 18:1; Eph.
6:18; Col. 4:2;
1 Thess. 5:17

m Luke 20:35
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n See Ex. 12:11,

note

22:2
o See Matt. 2:4,

note

22:3
p Satan: vv. 3-6;

Luke 22:31.
(Gen. 3:1; Rev.
20:10, note)

q Matt. 10:2-4

22:5
r Zech. 11:12; cp.

1 Tim. 6:10

22:6
s vv. 3-6,21-

23,47-48; Ps.
41:9

1440 LUKE 21:32—22:20

*21:36 NU-Text reads may have strength.
*22:14 NU-Text omits twelve. *22:18 NU-Text
adds from now on.

22:14 When the hour. For the order of events on the night of the Passover Supper, see Matt. 26:20, note.



Jesus predicts His betrayal
(Matt. 26:21–25; Mark 14:18–21;

John 13:18–30)
21“But behold, the hand of My

abetrayer is with Me on the table.
22“And truly the bSon of Man

goes cas it dhas been determined,
but woe to that man by whom He is
betrayed!”

23Then they began to question
among themselves, which of them
it was who would do this thing.

Renewed strife over who should be
the greatest (Matt. 20:20–28;

Mark 9:33–37; 10:35–45;
John 13:1–17)

24Now there was also a dispute
among them, as to which of them
should be considered the egreatest.

25And He said to them, “The
kings of the Gentiles exercise lord-
ship over them, and those who ex-
ercise authority over them are
called ‘benefactors.’

26 f“But not so among you; on
the contrary, he who is greatest
among you, let him be as the
younger, and he who governs as he
who serves.

27“For who is greater, he who sits
at the table, or he who serves? Is it
not he who sits at the table? Yet I
am among you as the One who
gserves.

The apostles’ reward
in future kingdom (Matt. 19:27–30;

Mark 10:28–31; cp. Rev. 3:31)
28“But you are those who have

continued with Me in My htrials.
29“And I bestow upon you a

ikingdom, just as My Father be-
stowed one upon Me,

30“that you may eat and drink at
My table in My kingdom, and jsit on
thrones k judging the twelve ltribes
of Israel.”

22:31
m Satan: v. 31;

John 8:44. (Gen.
3:1; Rev. 20:10,
note)

n 1 Pet. 5:8

o Test/Tempt: vv.
31-32; Luke
22:40. (Gen.
3:1; James 1:14,
note). Cp. Heb.
4:15

22:32
p Bible prayers

(NT): v. 32;
Luke 22:42.
(Matt. 6:9; Luke
11:2, note)

q John 21:15-17;
2 Pet. 1:10-15

22:34
r Cp. Rev. 3:8

22:35
s Luke 9:3; 10:4;

cp. 1 Kin. 
17:2-6

22:37
t Inspiration: v.

37; Luke 23:30.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note). Ps.
41:9; 55:12-14

u Is. 53:12; Mark
15:28.

v See Rom. 3:23,
note

22:39
w Luke 21:37

22:40
x Luke 11:4

y Test/Tempt: v.
40; Luke 22:46.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note). Cp.
Heb. 4:15

22:21
a John 13:21,26-

27

22:22
b See Matt. 8:20,

note

c John 17:12; Acts
2:23

d Inspiration: v.
22; Luke 22:37.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note). Ps.
41:9; 55:12-14

22:24
e v. 26; Luke

9:46-48

22:26
f 1 Pet. 5:3

22:27
g Luke 12:37;

Phil. 2:7; cp.
1 Cor. 9:19

22:28
h Test/Tempt: v.

28; Luke 22:31.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note). Cp.
Heb. 4:15

22:29
i Kingdom (NT):

vv. 29-30; Luke
23:42. (Matt.
2:2; 1 Cor.
15:24, note).
See Matt. 3:2,
note

22:30
j Matt. 19:28;

Rev. 3:21

k Cp. 1 Cor. 6:2

l Cp. Rev. 7:4-8;
21:12

LUKE 22:21–41 1441
Jesus foretells Peter’s denial

(Matt. 26:30–35; Mark 14:26–31;
John 13:36–38)

31And the Lord said,* “Simon, Si-
mon! Indeed, mSatan has nasked for
you, that he may osift you as wheat.

32“But I have pprayed for you,
that your faith should not fail; and
when you have returned to Me,
qstrengthen your brethren.”

33But he said to Him, “Lord, I am
ready to go with You, both to prison
and to death.”

34Then He said, “I tell you, Peter,
the rooster shall not crow this day
before you will rdeny three times
that you know Me.”

Disciples warned of coming conflict
(cp. John 14—16;

contra. Matt. 10:9–13)
35And He said to them, s“When I

sent you without money bag, knap-
sack, and sandals, did you lack any-
thing?” So they said, “Nothing.”

36Then He said to them, “But
now, he who has a money bag, let
him take it, and likewise a knap-
sack; and he who has no sword, let
him sell his garment and buy one.

37“For I say to you that this which
is twritten must still be accom-
plished in Me: ‘And He was unum-
bered with the vtransgressors.’ For
the things concerning Me have an
end.”

38So they said, “Lord, look, here
are two swords.” And He said to
them, “It is enough.”

Jesus’ agony in the garden
(Matt. 26:36–46; Mark 14:32–42;

cp. Heb. 5:7–8)
39Coming out, He went to the

wMount of Olives, as He was accus-
tomed, and His disciples also fol-
lowed Him.

40When He came to the place, He
said to them, “Pray that you may
not enter xinto ytemptation.”

41And He was withdrawn from
*22:31 NU-Text omits And the Lord said.

22:31 wheat. Peter was, as it were, the wheat; his self-
confidence, the chaff. Compare John 5:24; 10:28; Rom.
6:1–2; 1 John 1:8; 2:1.

22:37 accomplished in Me. At this point Christ em-
phatically applies to Himself a portion of Is. 53. Therefore,

to deny that the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah predicts Christ’s
suffering is to contradict the Savior’s own interpretation of
the prophecy. For another authentication of the central
meaning of Is. 53, see Acts 8:32–35. numbered. For di-
vine imputation see James 2:23, note.



Jesus’ arrest; Peter’s three
denials ( Matt. 26:55–58,69–75;

Mark 14:48–54,66–72;
John 18:15–18,25–27)

54Having arrested Him, they qled
Him and brought Him into the high
priest’s house. But Peter followed
rat a distance.

55Now when they had kindled a
fire in the midst of the courtyard
and sat down together, Peter sat
samong them.

56And a certain servant girl, see-
ing him as he sat by the fire, looked
intently at him and said, “This man
was also with Him.”

57But he tdenied Him,* saying,
“Woman, I do not know Him.”

58And after a little while another
saw him and said, “You also are of
them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am
not!”

59Then after about an hour had
passed, another confidently affirmed,
saying, “Surely this fellow also was
with Him, for he is a uGalilean.”

60But Peter said, “Man, I do not
know what you are saying!” Imme-
diately, while he was still speaking,
the rooster* crowed.

61And the Lord turned and
v looked at Peter. Then Peter wre-
membered the word of the Lord,
how He had said to him, x“Before
the rooster crows,* you will deny
Me three times.”

62So Peter went out and ywept
bitterly.

Jesus mocked and beaten
(Matt. 26:67–68; Mark 14:65;

John 18:22–23)
63zNow the men who held Jesus

mocked Him and aabeat Him.
64And having blindfolded Him,

they bbstruck Him on the face and
asked Him,* saying, “Prophesy!
Who is the one who struck You?”

them about a stone’s throw, and He
knelt down and prayed,

42asaying, “Father, if it is Your
will, take this bcup away from Me;
nevertheless cnot My will, but
Yours, be done.”

43Then dan eangel appeared to
Him from heaven, strengthening
Him.

44And being in agony, He prayed
more earnestly. Then His sweat be-
came like great drops of blood
falling down to the ground.*

45When He rose up from prayer,
and had come to His disciples, He
found them sleeping from sorrow.

46Then He said to them, “Why do
you fsleep? Rise and gpray, lest you
enter into htemptation.”

Jesus betrayed by Judas
(Matt. 26:47–54; Mark 14:43–47;

John 18:2–11)
47And while He was still speak-

ing, behold, a imultitude; and he
who was called jJudas, one of the
twelve, went before them and drew
near to Jesus to kiss Him.

48But Jesus said to him, “Judas,
are you betraying the kSon of Man
with a lkiss?”

49When those around Him saw
what was going to happen, they said
to Him, “Lord, shall we strike with
the sword?”

50And one of them struck the ser-
vant of the high priest and cut off
his right ear.

51But Jesus answered and said,
“Permit even this.” And He
touched his ear and mhealed him.

52Then Jesus said to the chief
priests, captains of the temple, and
the elders who had come to Him,
“Have you come out, as against a
nrobber, with swords and clubs?

53“When I was with you daily in
the otemple, you did not try to seize
Me. But this is your phour, and the
power of darkness.”
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8:32; cp. Luke
4:1

r Cp. Mark 14:50;
John 21:19

22:55
s Cp. Gen. 12:11-

16; 19:1-16; Ps.
1:1; 2 Cor. 6:17-
18; James 4:4

22:57
t vv. 58,60

22:59
u Acts 1:11; 2:7

22:61
v Cp. Ps. 32:8; Is.

66:2

w v. 34; cp. Ezek.
16:63; Rev. 2:5

x John 13:38

22:62
y Cp. 2 Cor. 7:10-

11

22:63
z Ps. 69:1,4,7-9

aa Is. 50:6

22:64
bb Zech. 13:7

22:42
a Bible prayers

(NT): v. 42;
Luke 23:34.
(Matt. 6:9; Luke
11:2, note)

b See Matt. 26:39,
note

c John 4:34; 5:30;
6:38; 8:29

22:43
d Matt. 4:11

e See Heb. 1:4,
note

22:46
f Luke 9:32

g 1 Chr. 16:11;
Luke 18:1; Eph.
6:18; 1 Thess.
5:17

h Test/Tempt: v.
46; John 6:6.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note). Cp.
Heb. 4:15

22:47
i Cp. Ps. 3:6; 27:3

j Acts 1:16-17

22:48
k See Matt. 8:20,

note

l Prov. 27:6; cp.
Ps. 2:12

22:51
m Miracles (NT):

vv. 50-51; John
2:9. (Matt. 8:3;
Acts 28:8, note)

22:52
n Luke 23:32

22:53
o Luke 19:47-48

p John 12:27; cp.
Acts 2:23

1442 LUKE 22:42–64

*22:44 NU-Text brackets verses 43 and 44 as not
in the original text. *22:57 NU-Text reads
denied it. *22:60 NU-Text and M-Text read a
rooster. *22:61 NU-Text adds today.
*22:64 NU-Text reads And having blindfolded
Him, they asked Him.

22:45 sleeping from sorrow. Peter was sleeping while
his Master was praying (v. 45), and resisting while his Mas-
ter was submitting (vv. 49–51; compare John 18:10). He
followed at a distance (v. 54), sat down among his Lord’s

enemies (v. 55), and denied the Lord, the faith, and the
brotherhood (vv. 57,58,60).

22:54 For the order of events following Christ’s arrest,
see Matt. 26:57, note.



65And many other things they
blasphemously spoke against Him.

Jesus before the Sanhedrin
(Matt. 26:59–68; 27:1;

Mark 14:55–65;
15:1; John 18:19–24)

66As soon as it was day, the elders
of the people, both chief priests and
ascribes, bcame together and led
Him into their council, saying,

67c“If You are the Christ, tell us.”
But He said to them, “If I tell you,
you will dby no means believe.

68“And if I also ask you, you will by
no means answer Me or let Me go.*

69e“Hereafter the fSon of Man
will gsit on the right hand of the
power of God.”

70Then they all said, “Are You
then the Son of God?” So He said to
them, “You rightly say that hI am.”

71And they said, “What further
i testimony do we need? For we
have jheard it ourselves from His
own mouth.”

Jesus before Pilate
(Matt. 27:2,11–14;

Mark 15:1–5; John 18:28–38)

23THEN the whole kmultitude
of them arose and led Him to

lPilate.
2And they began to maccuse Him,

saying, “We found this fellow nper-
verting the* nation, and oforbidding
to pay taxes to Caesar, saying that
He Himself is Christ, a pKing.”

3Then Pilate asked Him, saying,
“Are You the King of the Jews?” He
answered him and said, q“It is as
you say.”

4So Pilate said to the chief priests
and the crowd, r“I find no fault in
this Man.”

5But they were the more fierce,
saying, “He sstirs up the people,
teaching throughout all Judea, be-
ginning from Galilee to this place.”

Pilate sends Jesus to Herod
6When Pilate heard of tGalilee,*

he asked if the Man were a Galile-
an.

7And as soon as he knew that He
belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he

23:7
u Luke 3:1

23:8
v Luke 9:9

w Matt. 14:1;
Mark 6:14
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19:9

23:10
y See Matt. 2:4,

note
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bb See Acts 23:1,

note
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cc v. 2

dd v. 4; cp. Dan.
6:4

ee v. 2
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26:16; Acts
23:29; 28:18

23:16
gg Cp. Acts 5:40-

41
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hh Cp. Matt.

8:34; Mark
6:3; Luke
4:28-29; John
1:11; 5:43;
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ii Acts 3:13-15
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note

b Ps. 2:2; Acts
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c v. 70; John

10:24

d Luke 20:5-7

22:69
e Cp. Acts 7:55-

56 with Rev. 1:7

f See Matt. 8:20,
note

g Ps. 110:1; Heb.
1:3; cp. Dan.
7:13-14

22:70
h John 10:30

22:71
i Cp. Mark 14:55-

59

j John 19:7

23:1
k Luke 22:47

l Luke 3:1; 13:1;
cp. John 19:1-
16

23:2
m v. 14; Luke

5:29; 6:7

n v. 14

o Cp. Matt. 17:27;
Luke 20:19-26

p John 19:12; cp.
Acts 17:7

23:3
q 1 Tim. 6:13

23:4
r v. 14; Matt.

27:19; cp.
2 Cor. 5:21;
1 Pet. 2:22

23:5
s Cp. Luke 14:25-

27; John 6:15
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LUKE 22:65—23:19 1443
sent Him to uHerod, who was also
in Jerusalem at that time.

8Now when Herod saw Jesus, he
was exceedingly glad; for he had
vdesired for a long time to see Him,
because he had wheard many things
about Him, and he hoped to see
some miracle done by Him.

9Then he questioned Him with
many words, but He answered him
xnothing.

10And the chief priests and
yscribes stood and vehemently ac-
cused Him.

11Then Herod, with his men of
war, treated Him with contempt
and zmocked Him, arrayed Him in a
gorgeous robe, and sent Him back
to Pilate.

12That very day Pilate and Herod
became friends aawith each other,
for previously they had been at en-
mity with each other.

Herod sends Jesus back to Pilate,
who seeks to release Him

(Matt. 27:15–26; Mark 15:6–15;
John 18:39—19:16)

13Then Pilate, when he had
bbcalled together the chief priests,
the rulers, and the people,

14said to them, “You have
brought this Man to me, as one who
ccmisleads the people. And indeed,
having examined Him in your pres-
ence, I have found ddno fault in this
Man concerning those things of
which you eeaccuse Him;

15“no, neither did Herod, for I
sent you back to him;* and indeed
ffnothing deserving of death has
been done by Him.

16“I will therefore chastise Him
and ggrelease Him”

17(for it was necessary for him to
release one to them at the feast).*

18And they all cried out at once,
saying, hh“Away with this Man, and
iirelease to us Barabbas”—

19who had been thrown into
prison for a certain rebellion made
in the city, and for murder.
*22:68 NU-Text omits also and Me or let Me go.
*23:2 NU-Text reads our. *23:6 NU-Text omits
of Galilee. *23:15 NU-Text reads for he sent
Him back to us. *23:17 NU-Text omits verse 17.

23:7,8,11,15 Herod. Herod Antipas. See Mark 6:14, note.



the green wood, what will be done
in the dry?”

32There were also two others,
kcriminals, led with Him to be put
to death.

Jesus is crucified
(Matt. 27:33–43; Mark 15:22–32;

John 19:17–22)
33And when they had come to

the place called Calvary, there they
lcrucified Him, and the criminals,
one on the right hand and the other
on the left.

34Then Jesus msaid, “Father, nfor-
give them, for they do not know
what they do.”* And they divided
His garments and cast lots.

35And the people stood looking
on. But even the rulers with them
sneered, saying, “He saved others;
let Him save Himself if He is the
Christ, the chosen of God.”

36The soldiers also mocked Him,
coming and offering Him osour
wine,

37and saying, “If You are the King
of the Jews, psave Yourself.”

38And an inscription also was
written over Him in letters of
Greek, Latin, and Hebrew:*

THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.

The repentant robber (cp. Matt. 27:44;
Mark 15:32)

39Then one of the criminals who
were hanged blasphemed Him, say-
ing, “If You are the Christ,* qsave
Yourself and us.”

40But the other, answering, re-
buked him, saying, “Do you not

20Pilate, therefore, wishing to re-
lease Jesus, again called out to them.

21But they shouted, saying,
a“Crucify Him, crucify Him!”

22Then he said to them the third
time, “Why, what evil has He done?
I have found bno reason for death in
Him. I will therefore cchastise Him
and let Him go.”

23But they were insistent, de-
manding with loud voices that He
be crucified. And the voices of these
men and of the chief priests pre-
vailed.*

24So Pilate dgave sentence that it
should be as they requested.

25eAnd he released to them* the
one they requested, who for rebel-
lion and murder had been thrown
into prison; but he delivered Jesus
to their will.

On the way to the place
of crucifixion (Matt. 27:31–32;

Mark 15:20–21; John 19:16–17)
26Now as they led Him away, they

laid hold of a certain man, Simon a
Cyrenian, who was coming from
the country, and on him they laid
the cross that he might bear it after
Jesus.

27And a great multitude of the
people followed Him, and fwomen
who also mourned and g lamented
Him.

28But Jesus, turning to them, said,
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not
weep for Me, but hweep for your-
selves and for your children.

29“For indeed the days are coming
in which they will say, ‘Blessed are
the barren, wombs that never bore,
and breasts which never nursed!’

30“Then they will begin i‘to say
to the mountains, j“Fall on us!” and
to the hills, “Cover us!” ’

31“For if they do these things in
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23:33
l Sacrifice (of

Christ): v. 33;
Luke 23:46.
(Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note)

23:34
m Bible prayers

(NT): v. 34;
Luke 23:42.
(Matt. 6:9; Luke
11:2, note)

n Forgiveness: v.
34; Acts 2:38.
(Lev. 4:20; Matt.
26:28, note). Is.
53:12; Matt.
5:44

23:36
o Ps. 69:21

23:37
p v. 35

23:39
q v. 35

23:21
a Cp. Ps. 69:20;

John 7:7;
15:18,25

23:22
b vv. 4,14

c v. 16

23:24
d Cp. Deut. 1:17

23:25
e Is. 53:8; cp.

Prov. 17:15

23:27
f Cp. Luke 8:2-3

g Cp. Acts 8:2

23:28
h Cp. Luke 19:41

23:30
i Inspiration: v.

30; Luke 24:25.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

j Hos. 10:8; Rev.
6:16-17; 9:6

1444 LUKE 23:20–40

*23:23 NU-Text omits and of the chief priests.
*23:25 NU-Text and M-Text omit to them.
*23:34 NU-Text brackets the first sentence as a
later addition. *23:38 NU-Text omits written
and in letters of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew.
*23:39 NU-Text reads Are You not the Christ?

23:31 The saying is probably a proverb in the form of an
a fortiori argument. If the Romans condemned to death the
one they admitted to be innocent, how would they deal in
the future with those whom they found guilty?

23:33 For the order of events at the crucifixion of Christ,
see Matt. 27:33, note. when they had come. Approximate-
ly A.D. 29. Calvary. Or the skull. See Mark 15:22, note.

23:35 people stood looking on. Jesus crucified is the
touchstone revealing what the world is: “The people stood
looking on” in stolid indifference; the rulers, who wanted

religion but without a divine Christ crucified for their sins,
mocked (Matt. 27:41); the brutal “blasphemed Him” (v.
39); the conscious sinner prayed (v. 42); and the covetous
sat down before the cross and played their sordid game
(Matt. 27:35–36). The cross is the judgment of this world
(John 12:31).

23:39 one of the criminals. When the two criminals
were hanged beside the Lord, the one was no better than
the other. Mark says, “Even those who were crucified with
Him reviled Him” (Mark 15:32). It is only the grace of God



even fear God, seeing you are under
the same condemnation?

41“And we indeed justly, for we
receive the due reward of our
deeds; but this Man has done anoth-
ing wrong.”

42Then he bsaid to Jesus, “Lord,*
cremember me when You come into
Your dkingdom.”

43And Jesus said to him, “As-
suredly, I say to you, today you will
be with Me in eParadise.”

Darkness from sixth to ninth hour;
Jesus dismisses His spirit

(Matt. 27:45–56; Mark 15:33–41;
John 19:28–30)

44Now it was* about the sixth
hour, and there was darkness over
all the earth until the ninth hour.

45Then the sun was darkened,*
and the fveil of the temple was torn
in two.

46And when Jesus had cried out
with a loud voice, He gsaid, “Father,
h ‘into Your hands I commit My
spirit.’ ” Having said this, iHe
jbreathed His last.

47So when the centurion saw
what had happened, he glorified
God, saying, “Certainly this was a
krighteous Man!”

48And the whole crowd who
came together to that sight, seeing
what had been done, lbeat their
breasts and returned.

49But all His acquaintances, and
the mwomen who followed Him
from Galilee, nstood at a distance,
watching these things.

Jesus is buried (Matt. 27:57–61;
Mark 15:42–47; John 19:38–42)

50Now behold, there was a man
named Joseph, a council member, a
good and o just man.

51He had pnot consented to their
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23:53
s Is. 53:9

t Cp. Luke 19:30

23:54
u Matt. 27:62

v Sabbath: vv.
54,56; John 5:9.
(Gen. 2:3; Matt.
12:1, note)

23:55
w Cp. Luke 8:1-3;

24:22

23:56
x Mark 16:1

y Ex. 20:10; see
Matt. 12:1, note

24:1
z See Acts 20:7,

note

aa Luke 23:56;
cp. Matt.
26:12; Mark
14:8; John
12:7

24:2
bb Cp. John

11:38-41

24:3
cc v. 23

24:4
dd Cp. Acts 1:10

23:41
a 2 Cor. 5:21;

Heb. 7:26;
1 Pet. 2:21-24

23:42
b Bible prayers

(NT): v. 42;
Luke 23:46.
(Matt. 6:9; Luke
11:2, note)

c Faith: vv. 42-43;
John 1:12. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

d Kingdom (NT):
vv. 37-38,42;
John 1:49.
(Matt. 2:2;
1 Cor. 15:24,
note). See Matt.
3:2, note

23:43
e Rev. 2:7; cp.

2 Cor. 12:2,4;
see Luke 16:23,
note

23:45
f Heb. 9:3; 10:19-

20

23:46
g Bible prayers

(NT): v. 46; John
4:15. (Matt. 6:9;
Luke 11:2, note)

h Ps. 31:5; 1 Pet.
2:23

i Sacrifice (of
Christ): v. 46;
John 1:29. (Gen.
3:15; Heb.
10:18, note)

j See Matt. 27:50,
note

23:47
k Righteousness

(OT): v. 47;
Luke 23:50.
(Gen. 6:9; Luke
2:25, note). See
Rom. 10:10,
note

23:48
l Cp. Zech.

12:10; Rev. 1:7
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decision and deed. He was from Ar-
imathea, a city of the Jews, who
himself was also qwaiting* for the
rkingdom of God.

52This man went to Pilate and
asked for the body of Jesus.

53Then he took it down, wrapped
it in linen, and s laid it in a tomb
that was hewn out of the rock,
where tno one had ever lain before.

54That day was the uPreparation,
and the vSabbath drew near.

55And the wwomen who had
come with Him from Galilee fol-
lowed after, and they observed the
tomb and how His body was laid.

56Then they returned and xpre-
pared spices and fragrant oils. And
they rested on the Sabbath yaccord-
ing to the commandment.

V. Christ’s Resurrection,
Commission to the Disciples,

and Ascension, 24

The resurrection and events of
that day (cp. Matt. 28:1–15;

Mark 16:1–11; John 20:1–18)

24NOW on the zfirst day of the
week, very early in the

morning, they, and certain other
women with them,* came to the
tomb aabringing the spices which
they had prepared.

2But they found the bbstone rolled
away from the tomb.

3Then they went in and ccdid not
find the body of the Lord Jesus.

4And it happened, as they were
greatly* perplexed about this, that
behold, ddtwo men stood by them
in shining garments.
*23:42 NU-Text reads And he said, “Jesus,
remember me. *23:44 NU-Text adds already.
*23:45 NU-Text reads obscured. *23:51 NU-
Text reads who was waiting. *24:1 NU-Text
omits and certain other women with them.
*24:4 NU-Text omits greatly.

in the cross of Christ that can instantly transform a sinner’s
belligerence into an attitude of saving faith and confession.

The repentant thief began to see
(1) the justice of his own punishment (v. 41);
(2) the sinless character of Christ (v. 41);
(3) the Deity of Christ (v. 42);
(4) a living Christ beyond the grave (v. 42); and
(5) a kingdom beyond the cross, with Jesus as its coming

King (v. 42).
23:43 you will be with Me. One criminal was saved, so

that none needs to despair; but only one, so that none may
presume.

23:44 ninth hour. That is, noon till 3 P.M. See John
19:14, note.

Joseph of Arimathea: A devout Jew and a member of
the council who went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’
body. He then prepared the body and laid it in a tomb.

24:1 For the order of events on the resurrection morn-
ing, see Matt. 28:1, note.



Jesus reveals Himself to two
Emmaus disciples (Mark 16:12–13)
13Now behold, two of them were

traveling that same day to a village
called Emmaus, which was seven
miles* from Jerusalem.

14And they mtalked together of all
these things which had happened.

15So it was, while they conversed
and reasoned, that n Jesus Himself
drew near and went with them.

16But their eyes were restrained,
so that they did not oknow Him.

17And He said to them, p“What
kind of conversation is this that you
have with one another as you walk
and are sad?”*

18Then the one whose name was
Cleopas answered and said to Him,
“Are You the only stranger in
Jerusalem, and have You not known
the things which happened there in
these days?”

19And He said to them, “What
things?” So they said to Him, “The
things concerning Jesus of Naza-

5Then, as they were afraid and
bowed their faces to the earth, they
said to them, “Why do you seek the
living among the adead?

6“He is not here, but is brisen!
cRemember how He spoke to you
when He was still in Galilee,

7“saying, ‘The dSon of Man must
be edelivered into the hands of fsin-
ful men, and be crucified, and the
third day rise again.’ ”

8And they gremembered His
words.

9Then they returned from the
tomb and told all these things to the
eleven and to all the rest.

10It was Mary Magdalene, hJoan-
na, iMary the mother of j James,
and the other women with them,
who told these things to the apos-
tles.

11And their words kseemed to
them like idle tales, and they did
not believe them.

12But lPeter arose and ran to the
tomb; and stooping down, he saw
the linen cloths lying* by them-
selves; and he departed, marveling
to himself at what had happened.

24:12
l v. 34

24:14
m Cp. Deut. 6:7;

Mal. 3:16

24:15
n See John 20:16,

note

24:16
o John 20:14;

21:4

24:17
p Cp. v. 14

24:5
a See Heb. 9:27,

note

24:6
b Resurrection:

vv. 1-7; Luke
24:46. (2 Kin.
4:35; 1 Cor.
15:52, note)

c Cp. v. 8

24:7
d See Matt. 8:20,

note

e Luke 9:44;
18:31-33; cp.
Acts 2:22-24

f See Rom. 3:23,
note

24:8
g Luke 9:22,44;

John 2:19-22

24:10
h Luke 8:3

i See Luke 1:27,
note

j See Matt. 4:21,
note

24:11
k Cp. v. 25

1446 LUKE 24:5–19

*24:12 NU-Text omits lying. *24:13 Literally
sixty stadia *24:17 NU-Text reads as you walk?
And they stood still, looking sad.

24:5 living. Literally Him who lives.
24:13 For post-resurrection appearances of our Lord,

see John 20:16, note. miles. See Weights and Measures
(NT), Acts 27:28, note.

23:44 THE RESURRECTION AND POST-RESURRECTION 
APPEARANCES OF JESUS

Event / Appearance Matthew Mark Luke John Acts 1 Cor
The empty tomb outside Jerusalem 28:1–8 16:1–8 24:1–12 20:1–9
To Mary Magdalene at the tomb 16:9–11 20:11–18
To Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 28:9–10
To two disciples on the road to Emmaus 16:12–13 24:13–32
To Peter in Jerusalem 24:34 15:5
To the ten disciples in the upper room 24:36–43 20:19–25
To the eleven disciples in the upper room 16:14 20:26–31 15:5
To seven disciples fishing on the 21:1–3
Sea of Galilee
To eleven disciples on 28:16–20 16:15–18
a mountain in Galilee
To more than five hundred 15:6
To James 15:7
At the Ascension on the Mt. of Olives 16:19 24:44–49 1:3–8
To Paul on the road to Damascus 9:1–19 cf. 9:1

22:3–16
26:9–18



reth, who was a aProphet mighty in
deed and word before God and all
the people,

20“and how the chief priests and
our rulers bdelivered Him to be con-
demned to death, and crucified
Him.

21“But we were hoping that it
was He who was going to credeem
Israel. Indeed, besides all this, today
is the third day since these things
happened.

22“Yes, and certain dwomen of
our company, who arrived at the
tomb early, astonished us.

23“When they did not find His
body, they came saying that they
had also seen a vision of eangels
who said He was alive.

24“And fcertain of those who
were with us went to the tomb and
found it just as the women had said;
but Him they did not see.”

25Then He said to them, “O fool-
ish ones, and slow of heart to be-
lieve in all that the prophets have
gspoken!

26h“Ought not the Christ to have
suffered these things and to enter
into His iglory?”

27And jbeginning at kMoses and
all the lProphets, He expounded to
them in mall the nScriptures the
things concerning oHimself.

28Then they drew near to the vil-
lage where they were going, and He
indicated that He would have gone
farther.

29But they pconstrained Him, say-
ing, q“Abide with us, for it is to-
ward evening, and the day is far
spent.” And He went in to stay with
them.

30Now it came to pass, as He sat
at the table with them, that He
rtook bread, blessed and broke it,
and gave it to them.

31Then their seyes were opened

24:29
p Gen. 19:2-3

q John 14:23

24:30
r Mark 8:6; Luke

9:16; cp. 1 Cor.
11:23-32

24:31
s Cp. Ps. 119:18;

John 9:1-41;
1 John 3:2

24:33
t See Mark 16:14,

note

24:34
u 1 Cor. 15:5

24:37
v Mark 6:49

24:39
w John 20:27;

1 John 1:1

x 1 Cor. 15:50

24:43
y Acts 10:39-41

24:19
a Matt. 21:11;

Luke 9:19; John
3:2; 6:14

24:20
b Luke 23:1; Acts

13:27-28

24:21
c Cp. Acts 1:6;

see Rom. 3:24,
note

24:22
d v. 10; Luke

23:55

24:23
e See Heb. 1:4,

note

24:24
f v. 12

24:25
g Inspiration: v.

25; Luke 24:27.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

24:26
h Acts 17:2-3;

Heb. 2:9-10

i 1 Pet. 1:10-12

24:27
j Gen. 3:15;

22:18; 26:4;
49:10; Num.
21:9; Deut.
18:15

k Law (of Moses):
v. 27; Luke
24:44. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

l Is. 7:14; 40:10;
53:2-12; Jer.
23:5; 33:14;
Ezek. 34:23;
37:25; Dan.
9:24-26; Mal.
3:1; 4:2; John
1:45

m Cp. Acts 8:31-
35; 17:2-3

n Inspiration: v.
27; Luke 24:44.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

o Ps. 132:11; John
5:39; Rom. 1:1-6
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and they knew Him; and He van-
ished from their sight.

32And they said to one another,
“Did not our heart burn within us
while He talked with us on the
road, and while He opened the
Scriptures to us?”

Further appearances of the risen
Lord on resurrection day (Mark 16:14;

John 20:19–25. See also
John 20:26—21:25)

33So they rose up that very hour
and returned to Jerusalem, and
found the televen and those who
were with them gathered together,

34saying, “The Lord is risen in-
deed, and has uappeared to Simon!”

35And they told about the things
that had happened on the road, and
how He was known to them in the
breaking of bread.

36Now as they said these things,
Jesus Himself stood in the midst of
them, and said to them, “Peace to
you.”

37But they were terrified and
frightened, and supposed they had
seen a vspirit.

38And He said to them, “Why are
you troubled? And why do doubts
arise in your hearts?

39“Behold My hands and My feet,
that it is I Myself. wHandle Me and
see, for a xspirit does not have flesh
and bones as you see I have.”

40When He had said this, He
showed them His hands and His
feet.*

41But while they still did not be-
lieve for joy, and marveled, He said
to them, “Have you any food here?”

42So they gave Him a piece of a
broiled fish and some honeycomb.*

43And He took it and yate in their
presence.
*24:40 Some printed New Testaments omit this
verse. It is found in nearly all Greek manuscripts.
*24:42 NU-Text omits and some honeycomb.

24:19 Prophet. Christ possessed in perfection the cre-
dentials of a true prophet (see Deut. 13:4 and 1 Cor. 12:10,
notes). Not only was He able, by His own power, to per-
form miracles, but also His message was completely har-
monious with the Word of God, He Himself being the liv-
ing Word. He told forth divine truth and foretold the divine
prophetic program. Christ was Prophet, Priest (Zech.
6:9–13), and King (Matt. 2:2; Rev. 19:11–16).

24:27 the things concerning Himself. Cleopas and his
companion on the Emmaus Road had the inestimable priv-
ilege of hearing the incarnate Word, Christ the risen Lord,
explain the written Word, the Holy Scriptures. In doing so,
the Lord Jesus gave them the great key to the understanding
of Scripture—that He Himself is its subject and that in Him
the entire Book finds its unity.



The ascension
(Mark 16:19–20; Acts 1:9–11)

49“Behold, I send the hPromise of
My Father upon you; but tarry in
the city of Jerusalem* until you are
endued with power from on high.”

50And He led them out as far as
Bethany, and He lifted up His hands
and blessed them.

51Now it came to pass, while He
blessed them, that He was parted
from them and carried iup into
heaven.

52And they worshiped Him, and
returned to Jerusalem with great
joy,

53and were continually in the
temple praising and* blessing God.
Amen.*

The Gospel to be given to all
(Matt. 28:18–20; Mark 16:15–18;

John 17:18; 20:21; Acts 1:8)
44Then He said to them, “These

are the words which I spoke to you
while I was still with you, that all
things must be fulfilled which were
awritten in the bLaw of Moses and
the Prophets and the cPsalms con-
cerning Me.”

45And He opened their under-
standing, that they might compre-
hend the Scriptures.

46Then He said to them, “Thus it
is dwritten, and thus it was neces-
sary for the Christ to suffer and to
erise* from the dead the third day,

47“and that frepentance and re-
mission of sins should be gpreached
in His name to all nations, begin-
ning at Jerusalem.

48“And you are witnesses of these
things.

24:47
f Repentance: v.

47; Acts 2:38.
(Matt. 3:2; Acts
17:30, note)

g Gospel: v. 47;
John 3:16. (Gen.
12:3; Rev. 14:6,
note)

24:49
h Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 49; John 1:32.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

24:51
i Acts 1:9-11; see

2 Cor. 12:2,
note

24:44
a Inspiration: vv.

44-47; Luke
24:46. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

b Law (of Moses):
v. 44; John 1:17.
(Ex. 19:1; Gal.
3:24, note)

c See Ps. 118:29,
note

24:46
d Inspiration: vv.

44-47; John
1:45. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

e Resurrection: v.
46; John 2:22.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

1448 LUKE 24:44–53

*24:46 NU-Text reads written, that the Christ
should suffer and rise. *24:49 NU-Text omits of
Jerusalem. *24:53 NU-Text omits praising and.
* NU-Text omits Amen.

24:50 as far as. That is, toward.
24:51 blessed them. The attitude of our Lord here char-

acterizes His relationship to His people in the Church Age. 

It is an attitude of fullness of grace; an ascended Lord is
blessing a believing people with spiritual blessings.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
John Christ in His Deity c. A.D. 85–90

Background
John, the writer of this Gospel, was the son of Zebedee and one of the Twelve. Along with his brother, James, and with
Peter, he belonged to the inner circle of disciples, a group that was near Christ on such occasions as the transfiguration
and the agony in Gethsemane. It was to John that our Lord on the cross commended His mother. John appears with Pe-
ter in the first part of Acts and is referred to by Paul as one of the three “pillars” of the Church (Galatians 2:9). His other
writings are the Epistles bearing his name, and Revelation.

God’s Relationship with Man
John’s purpose in the Fourth Gospel was, as he plainly declares, “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, and that believing you may have life in His name” (20:31). Therefore, he presents Christ as the Son of God (1:34,49;
etc.), who was sent from God (3:2; 6:46; etc.) and always spoke the message God gave Him (3:34; 7:16–17; etc.). In ac-
cordance with the purpose of this Gospel, the words “believe” and “life,” and the titles “Son” and “Son of God,” are used
many more times than in the Synoptic Gospels. Other characteristic words of John are “true,” “truth,” “love,” “witness,”
and “world” (Greek kosmos). John alone records the great “I am” declarations of Christ (6:35; 8:12; 10:7,11; 11:25; 14:6)
and gives the sayings of Christ introduced by the solemn “Most assuredly,” literally, “Amen, amen” (1:51; 5:19,24,25,
etc.). Moreover, he alone reports the great controversy between Christ and His enemies (chapters 7—12).

Outline
The Gospel of John may be divided as follows:

I. The Prologue: The Eternal Word Incarnate in the Son of God 1:1–14
II. The Witness of John the Baptist to the Son of God 1:15–34

III. The Son of God Manifesting His Power in Public Ministry 1:35—12:50
A. First Converts 1:35–51
B. The First Miracle: at Cana 2:1–12
C. The First Passover: First Purification of the Temple 2:13–25
D. Encounter with Nicodemus: the New Birth 3:1–21
E. Last Testimony of John the Baptist 3:22–36
F. Encounter with the Samaritan Woman 4:1–45
G. Healing of an Official’s Son 4:46–54
H. Healing at Pool of Bethesda 5:1–15
I. Assertions of Deity 5:16–47
J. Feeding of the Five Thousand 6:1–15

K. Walking on the Water 6:16–21
L. The Bread of Life 6:22–71

M. Feast of Tabernacles 7:1—8:1
N. Woman Taken in Adultery 8:2–11
O. The Light of the World 8:12–59
P. Healing of the Man Born Blind 9:1–41
Q. The Good Shepherd 10:1–42
R. Raising of Lazarus 11:1–44
S. Conflict and Conversion 11:45–57
T. Anointing by Mary of Bethany 12:1–11
U. Entrance into Jerusalem 12:12–50

IV. The Private Ministry of the Son of God 13:1—17:26
V. The Sacrifice of the Son of God 18:1—19:42
VI. The Manifestation of the Son of God in Resurrection 20:1–31
VII. The Epilogue: The Risen Son of God, the Master of Life and Service 21:1–25

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO

J O H N



11He came to His own, and His
own did not receive Him.

12But as many as received Him, to
them He gave the right to become
ochildren of God, to those who pbe-
lieve in His name:

13who were born, not of blood,
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of
the will of man, but of God.

The Word made flesh (John 14:9;
cp. Matt. 1:18–23; Luke 1:30–35;

2:11; 1 Tim. 3:16)
14And the qWord rbecame sflesh

and dwelt among us, and we tbe-
held His glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father, full of
ugrace and vtruth.

II. The Witness of John the Baptist
to the Son of God, 1:15–34

John bears witness
(Matt. 3:1–17; Mark 1:1–11;

Luke 3:1–22)
15John bore wwitness of Him and

cried out, saying, “This was He of
whom I said, ‘He who comes after
me is preferred before me, for He
was before me.’ ”

16And* of His fullness we have all
received, and xgrace for grace.

17For the ylaw was given through
Moses, but zgrace and aatruth came
through Jesus Christ.

18No one has seen God at any
time. The only begotten Son,* who
is in the bosom of the Father, He
has declared Him.

19Now this is the testimony of
John, when the Jews sent priests

I. The Prologue:
The Eternal Word Incarnate
in the Son of God, 1:1–14

The Deity of Jesus Christ
(cp. John 10:30; Heb. 1:5–13)

1IN the abeginning was the
Word, and the bWord was cwith

God, and the Word was dGod.
2He was in the beginning with

God.

The preincarnate work
of the Son of God

(cp. Col. 1:16–17; Heb. 1:2)
3eAll things were made through

Him, and without Him nothing was
made that was made.

4In Him was f g life, and the life
was the hlight of men.

5And the light shines in the idark-
ness, and the darkness did not com-
prehend* it.

Witness of John the Baptist
(see also vv. 15–34)

6There was a jman sent from
God, whose name was John.

7This man came for a kwitness, to
bear witness of the Light, that all
through him might lbelieve.

8He was not that Light, but was
sent to bear witness of that mLight.

Jesus Christ, the true Light:
rejected and received

(John 3:17–21; 8:12; 9:5; 12:46)
9That was the true Light which

gives light to every man coming
into the world.*

10He was in the world, and the
world was made through Him, and
the world did nnot know Him.

1:12
o Cp. 1 John 5:1-2

p Faith: v. 12;
John 1:49. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

1:14
q v. 1; Rev. 19:13

r 1 Tim. 3:16

s Christ (first ad-
vent): v. 14;
John 3:13. (Gen.
3:15; Acts 1:11,
note)

t 2 Pet. 1:16-18

u Grace: v. 14;
John 1:16. (John
1:14; John 1:17,
note)

v John 14:6;
18:37; cp. Eph.
4:21

1:15
w Mal. 3:1

1:16
x Grace: v. 16;

John 1:17. (John
1:14; John 1:17,
note)

1:17
y Law (of Moses):

v. 17; John 1:45.
(Ex. 19:1; Gal.
3:24, note)

z Grace: v. 17;
Acts 4:33. (John
1:14; John 1:17,
note)

aa John 14:6;
18:37; cp.
Eph. 4:21

1:1
a 1 John 1:1

b Rev. 19:13

c John 17:5

d 1 John 5:20

1:3
e Eph. 3:9; Col.

1:16-17; cp.
Gen. 1:1-2:23

1:4
f Life (eternal): v.

4; John 3:15.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

g John 4:14; 17:3;
1 John 5:12

h Cp. Ps. 36:9

1:5
i Cp. John 3:19

1:6
j Mal. 3:1; Matt.

3:1-17; Mark
1:1-11; Luke
3:1-22

1:7
k John 3:25-36;

5:33-35

l John 3:16

1:8
m Is. 9:2; 49:6

1:10
n Acts 13:27; cp.

1 Cor. 2:8

1450 JOHN 1:1–19

*1:5 Or overcome *1:9 Or That was the true
Light which, coming into the world, gives light to
every man. *1:16 NU-Text reads For.
*1:18 NU-Text reads only begotten God.

1:1 Word. Greek Logos (Aramaic Memra, used as a
designation of God in the Targums, that is, Aramaic trans-
lations of the OT). The Greek word means, (1) a thought or
concept; and (2) the expression or utterance of that
thought. As a designation of Christ, therefore, Logos is pe-
culiarly suitable because (1) in Him are embodied all the
treasures of the divine wisdom, the collective thought of
God (1 Cor. 1:24; Eph. 3:10–11; Col. 2:2–3); and (2) He is,
from eternity, but especially in His incarnation, the utter-
ance or expression of the Person and thought of Deity
(John 1:3–5,9,14–18; 14:9–11; Col. 2:9). In the Being, Per-
son, and work of Christ, Deity is expressed.

1:6 There was. Approximately A.D. 26.

1:9,10 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
1:11 He came to His own. Another rendering would

be: “He came to His own things, and His own people did
not receive Him.”

1:12 right. Literally authority.
1:18 seen God. Compare Gen. 32:30; Ex. 24:10; 33:18;

Judg. 6:22; 13:22; Rev. 22:4. No man has ever seen God in
His spiritual Being or Essence. But in His OT appearances
(see Gen. 12:7, note), and especially in Jesus Christ incar-
nate, God has been seen by men (John 14:8–9; 1 John
1:1–2). declared. Literally led forth, expounded. Compare
John 14:9.



and Levites from Jerusalem to ask
him, “Who are you?”

20He confessed, and did not deny,
but confessed, “I am not the
Christ.”

21And they asked him, “What
then? aAre you Elijah?” He said, “I
am not.” “Are you bthe Prophet?”
And he answered, “No.”

22Then they said to him, “Who
are you, that we may give an an-
swer to those who sent us? What do
you say about yourself?”

23He said: “I am

‘The voice of one crying in the
wilderness:

“Make c straight the way of the
LORD,” ’

as the prophet Isaiah said.”
24Now those who were sent were

from the Pharisees.
25And they asked him, saying,

“Why then do you dbaptize if you
are not the Christ, enor Elijah, nor
fthe Prophet?”

26John answered them, saying, “I
gbaptize with water, but there
stands One among you whom you
do hnot know.

27“It is He who, coming after me,
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2:4, note)

r Is. 11:2; 42:1;
61:1; Acts 10:38

1:33
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note

t Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 33; John 3:5.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
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u John 11:27
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b Deut. 18:15;
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c Is. 40:3
1:25

d See Acts 8:12,
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i John 3:31; Col.
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j Acts 13:25
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k Sacrifice (of
Christ): v. 29;
John 1:36. (Gen.
3:15; Heb.
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53:7; Matt.
1:21; 1 Cor. 5:7;
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is ipreferred before me, whose san-
dal strap I am not worthy to jloose.”

28These things were done in
Bethabara* beyond the Jordan,
where John was baptizing.

29The next day John saw Jesus
coming toward him, and said, “Be-
hold! The kLamb of God who ltakes
away the msin of the world!

30“This is He of whom I said, ‘Af-
ter me comes a Man who is npre-
ferred before me, for He was before
me.’

31“I did not know Him; but that
He oshould be revealed to Israel,
therefore I came pbaptizing with
water.”

32And John bore witness, saying,
“I saw the qSpirit descending from
heaven like a dove, and He rre-
mained upon Him.

33“I did not know Him, but He
who sent me to sbaptize with water
said to me, ‘Upon whom you see
the tSpirit descending, and remain-
ing on Him, this is He who baptizes
with the Holy Spirit.’

34“And I have seen and testified
that this is the uSon of God.”
*1:28 NU-Text and M-Text read Bethany.

Elijah: my God is Jehovah. The Tishbite who was a
great prophet of the Lord. He performed miracles and
was taken to heaven in a chariot of fire.

1:29 takes away. Or bears. world. Greek kosmos. See
Matt. 4:8, note.

1:17 GRACE, SUMMARY

(1) Grace is “the kindness and the love of God our Savior . . . not by works of righteousness which we have done
. . . having been justified by His grace” (Titus 3:4,5,7). As a principle, therefore, grace is set in contrast with law (Rom.
11:6), under which God demands righteousness from men, as, under grace, He gives righteousness to men (Rom.
3:21–24; 8:3–4; Gal. 2:16; Phil. 3:9). Law is connected with Moses and works; grace, with Christ and faith (John 1:17;
Rom. 10:4–10). Under law, blessings accompany obedience (Deut. 28:1–6); grace bestows blessings as a free gift
(Rom. 4:3–5; Eph. 2:8).

(2) In its fullness, grace began with the ministry of Christ involving His death and resurrection, for He came to die
for sinners (John 1:17; Matt. 11:28–30; 16:21; 20:28; Rom. 3:24–26; 4:24–25). Under the former dispensation, law
was shown to be powerless to secure righteousness and life for a sinful race (Gal. 3:21–22). Prior to the cross man’s
salvation was through faith (Gen. 15:6; Rom. 4:3), being grounded on Christ’s atoning sacrifice, anticipated by God
(Rom. 3:25; see Gen. 1:28, note, on page 4, par. 4); now it is clearly revealed that salvation and righteousness are re-
ceived by faith in the crucified and resurrected Savior (John 1:12–13; 5:24; 1 John 5:11–13), with holiness of life and
good works following as the fruit of salvation (John 15:16; Rom. 8:2–4; Eph. 2:8–10; Titus 2:11–14).

(3) There was grace before Christ came, as witnessed by the provision of sacrifice for sinners (Ex. 20:24–26; Lev.
5:17–18; 17:11). The difference between the former age and the present age, therefore, is not a matter of no grace and
some grace, but rather that today grace reigns (Rom. 5:21), in the sense that the only Being who has a right to judge
sinners (John 5:22) is now seated on a throne of grace (Heb. 4:14–16), not imputing to the world their trespasses
(2 Cor. 5:19).



hold, an Israelite indeed, in whom
is no mdeceit!”

48Nathanael said to Him, “How
do You know me?” Jesus answered
and said to him, “Before Philip
called you, when you were under
the fig tree, I saw you.”

49Nathanael answered and said to
Him, “Rabbi, nYou are the oSon of
God! You are the pKing of Israel!”

50Jesus answered and said to him,
“Because I said to you, ‘I saw you
under the fig tree,’ do you qbelieve?
You will see greater things than
these.”

51And He said to him, r“Most as-
suredly, I say to you, hereafter* you
shall see heaven open, and the san-
gels of God ascending and descend-
ing upon the tSon of Man.”

The first miracle: at Cana

2ON the third day there was a
uwedding in Cana of Galilee,

and the vmother of Jesus was there.
2Now both Jesus and His disciples

were invited to the wedding.
3And when they ran out of wine,

the mother of Jesus said to Him,
“They have no wine.”

4Jesus said to her, “Woman, what
does your concern have to do with
Me? My hour has not yet come.”

5His mother said to the servants,
“Whatever He says to you, do it.”

6Now there were set there six
waterpots of stone, according to the
manner of wpurification of the Jews,
containing twenty or thirty xgallons
apiece.

7Jesus said to them, “Fill the wa-
terpots with water.” And they filled
them up to the brim.

8And He said to them, “Draw
some out now, and take it to the
master of the feast.” And they took
it.

9When the master of the feast
had tasted the water that was

III. The Son of God Manifesting
His Power in Public Ministry,

1:35—12:50

Jesus’ first converts
35Again, the next day, John stood

with two of his disciples.
36And looking at Jesus as He

walked, he said, “Behold the aLamb
of God!”

37The two disciples heard him
speak, and they bfollowed Jesus.

38Then Jesus turned, and seeing
them following, said to them,
“What do you cseek?” They said to
Him, “Rabbi” (which is to say,
when translated, Teacher), “where
are You staying?”

39He said to them, “Come and
see.” They came and saw where He
was dstaying, and eremained with
Him that day (now it was about the
tenth hour).

40One of the two who heard John
speak, and followed Him, was fAn-
drew, Simon Peter’s brother.

41He first found his own brother
Simon, and said to him, “We have
found the Messiah” (which is trans-
lated, the Christ).

42And he brought him to Jesus.
Now when Jesus looked at him, He
said, “You are Simon the son of Jo-
nah.* You shall be called Cephas”
(which is translated, A Stone).

43The following day Jesus wanted
to go to Galilee, and He gfound hPhil-
ip and said to him, “Follow Me.”

44Now Philip was from Bethsaida,
the city of Andrew and Peter.

45Philip found Nathanael and said
to him, “We have found Him of
whom Moses in the ilaw, and also
the prophets, jwrote—Jesus of Naz-
areth, the kson of Joseph.”

46And Nathanael said to him,
“Can anything good come out of
lNazareth?” Philip said to him,
“Come and see.”

47Jesus saw Nathanael coming to-
ward Him, and said of him, “Be-
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1452 JOHN 1:35—2:9

*1:42 NU-Text reads John. *1:51 NU-Text
omits hereafter.

1:35 the next day. Approximately A.D. 26.
1:39 Come and see. This was the call to discipleship in

contrast with the call to special service that is recorded in
Matt. 4:18–22. tenth hour. 10 A.M. See John 19:14, note.

1:41 Messiah. That is, the Anointed. Dan. 9:25; John
4:25.

1:42 Cephas. Aramaic. See Matt. 16:18, note.

Cana: A town in Galilee where Jesus performed His
first miracle. It was located northeast of Nazareth.

2:4 Woman. Common form of addressing females.
Compare John 19:26; 20:13.



abmade wine, and did not know
where it came from (but the ser-
vants who had drawn the water
knew), the master of the feast called
the bridegroom.

10And he said to him, “Every man
at the beginning sets out the good
wine, and when the guests have
well drunk, then the inferior. You
have kept the good wine until
now!”

11This cbeginning of signs Jesus
did in Cana of Galilee, and mani-
fested His dglory; and His disciples
ebelieved in Him.

12After this He went down to fCa-
pernaum, He, His gmother, His
hbrothers, and His disciples; and
they did not stay there many days.

The first Passover (cp. John 6:4;
11:55). First purification

of temple (cp. later purification,
Matt. 21:12–13; Mark 11:15–17;

Luke 19:45–56)
13Now the Passover of the Jews

was at hand, and Jesus went up to
Jerusalem.

14And He i j found in the temple
those who sold koxen and sheep
and doves, and the money changers
doing business.
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15When He had made a whip of

cords, He ldrove them all mout of
the temple, with the sheep and the
oxen, and poured out the changers’
money and overturned the tables.

16And He said to those who sold
doves, “Take these things away! Do
not make My Father’s house a
house of merchandise!”

17Then His disciples remembered
that it was nwritten, o“Zeal for Your
house has eaten* Me up.”

18So the Jews answered and said
to Him, “What psign do You show to
us, since You do these things?”

19Jesus answered and said to
them, q“Destroy this temple, and in
three days I will raise it up.”

20Then the Jews said, “It has tak-
en forty-six years to build this tem-
ple, and will You raise it up in three
days?”

21But He was speaking of the
rtemple of His body.

22Therefore, when He had srisen
from the dead, His disciples tre-
membered that He had said this to
them;* and they believed the Scrip-
ture and the word which Jesus had
said.

23Now when He was in Jerusalem
at the Passover, during the feast,
many ubelieved in His name when
they saw the vsigns which He wdid.

24But Jesus did not commit Him-
self to them, because He xknew all
men,

25and had no need that anyone
should testify of man, for He knew
what was in man.

Jesus and Nicodemus: the new birth

3THERE was a man of the yPhar-
isees named zNicodemus, a

ruler of the Jews.
2This man came to Jesus by night

and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know
that You are a teacher come from
God; for no one can aado these
bbccsigns that You do unless ddGod is
with him.”

3Jesus answered and said to him,
“Most assuredly, I say to you, eeun-
*2:17 NU-Text and M-Text read will eat.
*2:22 NU-Text and M-Text omit to them.

2:13,23 Passover. Approximately A.D. 26. Compare
John 6:4; 11:55; 18:28; see Ex. 12:11, note.

3:3 REGENERATION

(1) The necessity of the new birth grows out of the in-
capacity of the natural man to “see” or “enter” the king-
dom of God. However gifted, moral, or refined he may
be, the natural man is absolutely blind to spiritual truth
and impotent to enter the kingdom; for he can neither
obey, understand, nor please God (vv. 3,5–6; compare
Ps. 51:5; Jer. 17:9; Mark 7:21–23; 1 Cor. 2:14; Rom.
8:7–8; Eph. 2:3. See Matt. 6:33, note).

(2) The new birth is not a reformation of the old nature
(Rom. 6:6, note), but a creative act of the Holy Spirit (John
3:5; compare 1:12–13; 2 Cor. 5:17; Eph. 2:10; 4:24).

(3) The condition of the new birth is faith in Christ
crucified (John 3:14,15; compare 1:12–13; Gal. 3:24).

(4) Through the new birth the believer becomes a
member of the family of God (Gal. 3:26; 1 Pet. 1:23)
and a partaker of the divine nature, the life of Christ
Himself (Gal. 2:20; Eph. 2:10; 4:24; Col. 1:27; 2 Pet.
1:4; 1 John 5:10–12). And

(5) in view of Ezek. 36:24–26, Nicodemus should
have known about the new birth. Observe the corre-
spondence between the “clean water,” the “new spirit,”
and the “new heart” of the Ezekiel passage and the “wa-
ter,” “Spirit,” and new birth (“born again”) of John 3:3,7.



Him should not perish but shave
everlasting olife.

17“For God did not send His Son
into the world to condemn the
world, but that the world through
Him might be tsaved.

18u“He who nbelieves in Him is
not condemned; but he who does
not believe is condemned already,
because he has not believed in the
name of the only begotten Son of
God.

19“And this is the condemnation,
that the light has come into the
world, and men loved darkness
rather than light, because their
deeds were evil.

20“For everyone practicing evil
hates the light and does not come to
the light, lest his deeds should be
vexposed.

21“But he who does the truth
comes to the wlight, that his deeds
may be clearly seen, that they have
been xdone in God.”

Last testimony of John
the Baptist

22After these things Jesus and His
disciples came into the land of Ju-
dea, and there He remained with
them and ybaptized.

23Now John also was baptizing in
Aenon near Salim, because there
was much water there. And they
zcame and were ybaptized.

24For John had not yet been
thrown into aaprison.

25Then there arose a dispute be-
tween some of John’s disciples and
the Jews about purification.

26And they came to John and said
to him, “Rabbi, He who was with
you beyond the Jordan, to whom

less one is born again, he cannot
see the akingdom of God.”

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How
can a man be born when he is old?
Can he enter a second time into his
mother’s womb and be born?”

5Jesus answered, “Most assured-
ly, I say to you, unless one is bborn
of cwater and the dSpirit, he cannot
enter the akingdom of God.

6“That which is born of the flesh
is eflesh, and that which is bborn of
the dSpirit is spirit.

7“Do not marvel that I said to
you, ‘You must be bborn again.’

8“The wind blows where it
wishes, and you hear the sound of
it, but cannot tell where it comes
from and where it goes. So is every-
one who is bborn of the dSpirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to
Him, “How can these things be?”

10Jesus answered and said to him,
“Are you the teacher of Israel, and
do not know these things?

11“Most assuredly, I say to you,
fWe speak what We know and testi-
fy what We have seen, and you do
not receive Our witness.

12“If I have told you gearthly
things and you do not believe, how
will you believe if I tell you hheav-
enly things?

13“No one has iascended to heav-
en but He who jcame down from
heaven, that is, the kSon of Man
who is in heaven.*

14“And las Moses mlifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, even so
must the kSon of Man be lifted up,

15“that whoever nbelieves in Him
should not perish but* have eternal
olife.

16p“For God so qloved the world
that He mgave His only begotten
rSon, that whoever nbelieves in
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1454 JOHN 3:4–26

*3:13 NU-Text omits who is in heaven.
*3:15 NU-Text omits not perish but.

3:3 born again. Literally from above. vv. 5,7.
3:16 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note. be-

lieves. In the NT belief denotes more than intellectual as-
sent to a fact. The word (Greek pistis, noun; pisteuō, verb)
means adherence to, committal to, faith in, reliance upon,
trust in a person or an object, and this involves not only the
consent of the mind, but an act of the heart and will of the
subject. “Whoever believes in Him” is equivalent to “who-
ever trusts in or commits himself to Him [Christ].” Belief,
then, is synonymous with faith, which in the NT consists of
believing and receiving what God has revealed. See Faith,

Heb. 11:39, note. perish. Greek apollumi, translated “ru-
ined,” Mark 2:22; “lost,” Matt. 10:6; 15:24; Luke 15:4,
6,32. In no NT instance does it signify cessation of con-
scious existence or of consciousness. Instead, it indicates
here that state of conscious suffering which continues eter-
nally and is the inevitable result of sin. See 1 Cor. 5:5,
note.

3:17,19 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
3:17 condemn. Or judge.
3:18 condemned. Or judged.
3:19 condemnation. Or judgment.



you have atestified—behold, He is
bbaptizing, and all are ccoming to
Him!”

27John answered and said, “A
man can dreceive nothing unless it
has been given to him from heaven.

28“You yourselves bear me wit-
ness, that I esaid, ‘I am not the
Christ,’ but, ‘I have been fsent be-
fore Him.’

29“He who has the gbride is the
bridegroom; but the friend of the
bridegroom, who stands and hears
him, rejoices greatly because of the
bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this
joy of mine is fulfilled.

30h“He must increase, but I must
decrease.

31“He who icomes from jabove is
kabove all; he who is of the earth is
earthly and speaks of the earth. He
who comes from heaven is above
all.

32“And what He has seen and
heard, that He ltestifies; and no one
receives His testimony.

33“He who has received His testi-
mony has certified that God is true.

34“For mHe whom God has nsent
speaks the words of God, for God
does not give the oSpirit by mea-
sure.

35“The Father ploves the Son, and
has given all things into His hand.

36“He who qbelieves in the Son
has everlasting r life; and he who
does not believe the Son shall not
see life, but the swrath of God
abides on him.”

Jesus leaves for Galilee

4THEREFORE, when the Lord
knew that the tPharisees had

heard that Jesus made and baptized
more disciples than John
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(Matt. 1:18; Acts
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2(though Jesus Himself did unot

vbaptize, but His disciples),
3He left Judea and departed again

to Galilee.
4But He needed to go through

Samaria.

Jesus and the Samaritan woman
5So He came to a city of Samaria

which is called Sychar, near the plot
of ground that wJacob xgave to his
son Joseph.

6Now y Jacob’s zwell was there.
Jesus therefore, being aawearied
from His journey, sat thus by the
well. It was about the sixth hour.

7A woman of Samaria came to
draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give
Me a drink.”

8For His disciples had gone away
into the city to buy food.

9Then the woman of Samaria said
to Him, “How is it that You, being a
Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samari-
tan woman?” For Jews have no
bbdealings with ccSamaritans.

10Jesus answered and said to her,
“If you knew the ddgift of God, and
who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me
a drink,’ you would have asked
Him, and He would have given you
eeliving water.”

11The woman said to Him, “Sir,
You have nothing to draw with, and
the well is deep. Where then do
You get that ffliving water?

12“Are You gggreater than our fa-
ther Jacob, who gave us the well,
and drank from it himself, as well
as his sons and his livestock?”

13Jesus answered and said to her,
“Whoever drinks of this water will
thirst again,

14“but whoever drinks of the wa-
ter that I shall give him will never
thirst. But the hhwater that I shall

3:36 has everlasting life. Eternal life is not only a future
hope but the present possession of everyone who believes
in Christ.

Jacob: supplanter. The younger son of Isaac and Re-
bekah who tricked his brother Esau into selling him
his birthright. He deceived his father in order to re-
ceive the family blessing.

4:6 being wearied. Observe that, in His humanity,
Jesus experienced the same physical limitations that all
men know. Compare Heb. 4:15–16. sixth hour. 6 P.M. See

John 19:14, note; compare Gen. 24:11.

Joseph: he shall add. Favorite son of Jacob who was
hated by his brothers and sold into slavery in Egypt.
God rewarded Joseph for his obedience by making
him a great ruler in Egypt thus enabling him to save
his family from starvation during a great famine.

Samaria: guard. A province (and a city) in central
Palestine, north of Judea and south of Galilee. The
people from this area were despised by the Jews.



know; we know what we worship,
for hsalvation is of the Jews.

23“But the hour is coming, and
now is, when the true worshipers
will iworship the Father in spirit
and truth; for the Father is seeking
such to worship Him.

24 j“God is Spirit, and those who
worship Him must kworship in spir-
it and truth.”

25The woman said to Him, “I
know that Messiah is lcoming”
(who is called Christ). “When He
comes, He will tell us all things.”

26Jesus said to her, m“I who speak
to you am nHe.”

27And at this point His disciples
came, and they omarveled that He
talked with a woman; yet no one
said, “What do You seek?” or, “Why
are You talking with her?”

28The woman then left her water-
pot, went her way into the city, and
said to the men,

29p“Come, see a Man who told
me all things that I ever did. Could
this be the Christ?”

30Then they went out of the city
and came to Him.

31In the meantime His disciples
urged Him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.”

32But He said to them, “I have
food to eat of which you do not
know.”

33Therefore the disciples said to
one another, “Has anyone brought
Him anything to eat?”

34Jesus said to them, “My food is
to do the qwill of Him who sent Me,
and to rfinish His work.

35“Do you not say, ‘There are still
four months and then comes the
sharvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift
up your eyes and look at the fields,
for they are already white for thar-
vest!

36“And he who reaps receives
uwages, and gathers vfruit for eter-
nal w life, that xboth he who sows
and he who reaps may rejoice to-
gether.

37“For in this the ysaying is true:
z‘One sows and another reaps.’

give him will become in him a foun-
tain of awater bspringing up into
everlasting clife.”

15The woman dsaid to Him, “Sir,
give me this water, that I may not
thirst, nor come here to draw.”

16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your
husband, and come here.”

17The woman answered and said,
“I have no husband.” Jesus said to
her, “You have well said, ‘I have no
husband,’

18“for you have had five hus-
bands, and the one whom you now
have is not your husband; in that
you spoke truly.”

19The woman said to Him, “Sir, I
perceive that You are a eprophet.

20“Our fathers worshiped on this
fmountain, and you Jews say that in
gJerusalem is the place where one
ought to worship.”

21Jesus said to her, “Woman, be-
lieve Me, the hour is coming when
you will neither on this mountain,
nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father.

22“You worship what you do not
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z 1 Cor. 3:5-9

4:14
a Cp. Ex. 17:6

b John 7:37-38
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33:18; Judg. 9:7
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1456 JOHN 4:15–37

4:14 fountain. That is, the indwelling Spirit. Compare
John 7:37–39.

4:24 Spirit. Or spirit. Reference to Holy Spirit is debat-
able. Compare 2 Cor. 3:17–18.
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38“I sent you to reap that for
which you have not labored; aoth-
ers have labored, and you have en-
tered into their labors.”

Jesus and the Samaritans
39And many of the bSamaritans of

that city cbelieved in Him because
of the word of the woman who tes-
tified, “He told me all that I ever
did.”

40So when the dSamaritans had
come to Him, they urged Him to
stay with them; and He stayed there
two days.

41And many more ebelieved be-
cause of His own fword.

42Then they said to the woman,
“Now we gbelieve, not because of
what you said, for we ourselves
have heard Him and we know that
this is indeed the Christ,* the hSav-
ior of the world.”

43Now after the two days He de-
parted from there and went to Gali-
lee.

44For Jesus Himself testified ithat
a jprophet has no honor in his own
country.

45So when He came to Galilee,
the Galileans received Him, having
kseen all the things He did in
Jerusalem at the feast; for they also
had gone to the feast.

Jesus heals a nobleman’s son
46So Jesus came again to Cana of

Galilee where He had lmade the
water wine. mAnd there was a cer-
tain nobleman whose son was sick
at Capernaum.

47When he heard that Jesus had
come out of Judea into Galilee, he
went to Him and implored Him to
come down and heal his son, for he
was at the point of death.

48Then Jesus said to him, “Unless
you people see nsigns and wonders,
you will by no means believe.”

49The nobleman osaid to Him,
“Sir, come down before my child
dies!”

50Jesus said to him, p“Go your
way; your son lives.” So the man
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note
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vv. 46-54; John
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qbelieved the rword that Jesus spoke
to him, and he went his way.

51And as he was now going
down, his servants met him and
told him, saying, s“Your son lives!”

52Then he inquired of them the
hour when he got better. And they
said to him, “Yesterday at the sev-
enth hour the fever tleft him.”

53So the father knew that it was
at the same hour in which Jesus
said to him, u“Your son lives.” And
he himself vbelieved, and his whole
household.

54This again is the wsecond sign
Jesus did when He had come out of
Judea into Galilee.

Another feast of the Jews:
healing of the crippled man

at pool of Bethesda

5AFTER this there was a xfeast of
the Jews, and Jesus ywent up to

Jerusalem.
2Now there is in Jerusalem by the

Sheep zGate a pool, which is called
in Hebrew, Bethesda,* having five
porches.

3In these lay a great multitude of
sick people, blind, lame, paralyzed,
waiting for the moving of the water.

4For an aaangel went down at a
certain time into the pool and
stirred up the water; then whoever
stepped in first, after the stirring of
the water, was made well of what-
ever disease he had.*

5Now a certain man was there
who had an bbinfirmity thirty-eight
years.

6When Jesus saw him lying there,
and knew that he already had been
in that condition a long time, He
said to him, cc“Do you want to be
made well?”

7The ddsick man answered Him,
“Sir, eeI have no man to put me into
the pool when the water is stirred
up; but while I am coming, another
steps down before me.”
*4:42 NU-Text omits the Christ. *5:2 NU-Text
reads Bethzatha. *5:4 NU-Text omits waiting for
the moving of the water at the end of verse 3, and
all of verse 4.

4:42 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
4:46 nobleman. Or ruler.

4:52 seventh hour. 7 o’clock. See John 19:14, note.



and pshows Him all things that He
Himself does; and He will show
Him greater works than these, that
you may marvel.

21“For as the Father qraises the
dead and gives life to them, even so
the Son rgives life to whom He will.

22“For the Father judges no one,
but has committed sall t judgment to
the Son,

23“that all should honor the Son
just as they honor the Father. He
who does not honor the Son does
not honor the Father who sent Him.

24n“Most assuredly, I say to you,
he who hears My word and ube-
lieves in Him who sent Me has
everlasting v life, and shall wnot
come into s judgment, but has
passed from xdeath into life.

The two resurrections
25“Most assuredly, I say to you,

the hour is coming, and now is,
when the dead will hear the voice
of the Son of God; and those who
hear qwill vlive.

26“For yas the Father has life in
Himself, so He has granted the Son
to have zlife in Himself,

27“and has given Him authority to
execute t judgment also, because He
is the Son of Man.

28“Do not marvel at this; for the
hour is coming in which all who are
in the graves will aahear His voice

29bb“and qcome forth—those who
have done good, wto the resurrec-
tion of v life, and those who have
done evil, to the tresurrection sof
cccondemnation.

Confirmatory witnesses to Jesus
30“I can of Myself do nothing. As

I hear, I judge; and My t judgment is
righteous, because I do not seek My
own will but the will of the Father
who sent Me.

8Jesus said to him, a“Rise, take up
your bed and walk.”

9And immediately the man was
bmade well, took up his bed, and
walked. And that day was the cSab-
bath.

10The Jews therefore said to him
who was cured, “It is the cSabbath;
it is not dlawful for you to carry your
bed.”

11He answered them, “He who
made me well said to me, e‘Take up
your bed and walk.’ ”

12Then they asked him, “Who is
the Man who said to you, ‘Take up
your bed and walk’?”

13But the one who was fhealed
did not know who it was, for Jesus
had gwithdrawn, a multitude being
in that place.

14Afterward Jesus found him in
the temple, and said to him, “See,
you have been made well. hSin no
more, lest a worse thing come upon
you.”

15The man departed and told the
Jews that it was Jesus who had
made him well.

16For this reason the Jews iperse-
cuted Jesus, and sought to kill Him,*
because He had done these things
on the cSabbath.

Jesus claims equality
with the Father

17But Jesus answered them, “My
Father has been working until now,
and I have been jworking.”

18Therefore the Jews sought all
the more to kkill Him, because He
not only broke the cSabbath, but
also said that lGod was His Father,
mmaking Himself equal with God.

19Then Jesus answered and said
to them, n“Most assuredly, I say to
you, the Son can do nothing of Him-
self, but what He sees the Father
do; for whatever He does, the Son
also does in like manner.

20“For the Father oloves the Son,

5:20
p Matt. 11:27

5:21
q Resurrection: vv.

21,25,29; John
6:40. (2 Kin.
4:35; 1 Cor.
15:52, note)

r John 11:25; cp.
Eph. 2:1,5; Col.
2:13

5:22
s Judgments (the

seven): vv. 22,
24,29; John
19:16. (2 Sam.
7:14; Rev.
20:12, note)

t Day (of judg-
ment): vv. 22,
27,29,30; John
12:48. (Matt.
10:15; Rev.
20:11, note).
Dan. 7:9-10;
Acts 17:31

5:24
u John 6:47

v Life (eternal): vv.
24,25,29; John
5:39. (Matt.
7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

w Assurance/secu-
rity: vv. 24,29;
John 6:39. (Ps.
23:1; Jude 1,
note)

x Death (spiritual):
vv. 24-25; John
8:51. (Gen.
2:17; Eph. 2:5,
note)

5:26
y Ps. 36:9

z John 1:4; 14:6;
1 Cor. 15:45;
Dan. 7:9-10;
Acts 17:31

5:28
aa 1 Thess. 4:15-

17

5:29
bb Dan. 12:2

cc Rev. 20:11-15

5:8
a Cp. Matt. 9:6

5:9
b Miracles (NT):

vv. 2-9; John
6:14. (Matt. 8:3;
Acts 28:8, note)

c Sabbath: vv. 9,
10,16,18; John
7:22. (Gen. 2:3;
Matt. 12:1, note)

5:10
d Jer. 17:21-22;

see Matt. 12:1,
note

5:11
e v. 8

5:13
f Luke 13:14;

22:51

g Luke 4:30

5:14
h See Rom. 3:23,

note

5:16
i Luke 4:29; John

8:37; 10:39

5:17
j John 9:4; 17:4

5:18
k John 7:1,19; cp.

Luke 6:11; John
7:7; 15:18,25

l v. 17; cp. John
10:36; 19:7

m John 10:30,33;
Phil. 2:6

5:19
n John 1:51;

5:19,24,25;
6:26,32,47,53;
8:34,51,58;
10:1,7; 12:24;
13:16,20,21;
14:12; 16:20,23

5:20
o Matt. 3:17

1458 JOHN 5:8–30

*5:16 NU-Text omits and sought to kill Him.

5:18 His Father. Literally, “His own Father” (Greek
patera idion). It is clear that the Jews understood that Jesus
was claiming to be God. Compare 10:33.

5:19 nothing of Himself. Some have mistakenly said
that Jesus was here disclaiming equality with the Father.
On the contrary, the whole context argues the opposite
(vv. 18 where see note, 23,26). Our Lord is simply saying

that He and the Father work together (compare v. 17). do.
Literally doing.

5:25,28 hour. Since this “hour” of spiritual regeneration
has already lasted for over nineteen centuries, it is also pos-
sible for the future “hour” of physical resurrection (vv.
28–29) to extend over a thousand years—the righteous to be
raised at the beginning; the wicked, at the end. See Rev. 20.



31“If I bear witness of Myself, My
witness is not true.

32“There is aanother who bears
witness of Me, and I know that the
witness which He witnesses of Me
is true.

(1) Witness of John the Baptist
33“You have sent to John, and he

has borne witness to the truth.
34“Yet I do not receive testimony

from man, but I say these things
that you may be bsaved.

35“He was the burning and shin-
ing lamp, and you were willing for a
time to rejoice in his light.

(2) Witness of Jesus’ works
36“But I have a greater witness

than John’s; for the works which
the Father has given Me to c fin-
ish—the very dworks that I do—
bear witness of Me, that the Father
has sent Me.

(3) Witness of the Father
(cp. Matt. 3:17)

37“And the Father Himself, who
sent Me, has testified of Me. You
have neither heard His voice at any
time, nor eseen His form.

38“But you do not have His word
abiding in you, because whom He
sent, Him you do not believe.

(4) Witness of Scripture
(cp. Luke 24:27,44)

39“You fsearch the Scriptures, for
in them you think you have eternal
glife; and these are they which testi-
fy of Me.

40“But you are not willing to come
to Me that you may have hlife.

41“I do not receive honor from
men.

42“But I know you, that you do
not have the love of God in you.
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43“I have icome in My Father’s

name, and you do not receive Me; if
janother comes in his own kname,
him you will receive.

44“How can you believe, who re-
ceive honor from one another, and
do not seek the honor that comes
from the only God?

45“Do not think that I shall ac-
cuse you to the Father; there is one
who accuses you—Moses, in whom
you ltrust.

46“For if you believed Moses, you
would mbelieve Me; for he nwrote
about Me.

47“But if you do onot believe his
pwritings, how will you believe My
words?”

Another Passover: five thousand fed
(Matt. 14:15–21; Mark 6:32–44;

Luke 9:12–17)

6AFTER these things Jesus went
over the Sea of Galilee, which is

the Sea of qTiberias.
2Then a great multitude followed

Him, because they saw His signs
which He performed on those who
were rdiseased.

3And Jesus went up on the moun-
tain, and there He sat with His dis-
ciples.

4Now the Passover, a feast of the
Jews, was near.

5Then Jesus lifted up His eyes,
and seeing a great multitude com-
ing toward Him, He said to sPhilip,
“Where shall we buy bread, that
these may eat?”

6But this He said to ttest him, for
He Himself knew what He would
do.

7Philip answered Him, u“Two
hundred vdenarii worth of bread is
not sufficient for them, that every
one of them may have a little.”

5:31 Compare John 8:14. The statement here (5:31)
might be paraphrased as follows: “If I testify about Myself,
you will say My testimony is not valid.” Against this charge
our Lord, in defending His Messianic claims, urges the bib-
lical rule of evidence which requires two or three witnesses
(Num. 35:30; Deut. 17:6; John 8:17–18). The additional
witnesses are cited in vv. 32–47.

6:1 After these things. There are many events in our
Lord’s ministry which took place between ch. 5:47 and
6:1, that is, the period between Matt. 4:12 and 14:12.

Galilee. Or Chinnereth, Num. 34:11; or Chinneroth, Josh.
12:3.

Sea of Galilee: A large, fresh-water lake in Galilee,
known for its sudden and fierce storms.

6:4 Passover . . . was near. Approximately A.D. 27.
Compare John 2:13; 11:55; 18:28; see Ex. 12:11, note.

Philip: lover of horses. One of the twelve disciples of
Jesus.



20But He said to them, m“It is I;
do not be afraid.”

21Then they willingly received
Him into the boat, and immediately
the boat was at the land where they
were going.

Jesus, the bread of life
22On the following day, when the

people who were standing on the
other side of the sea saw that there
was no other boat there, except that
one which His disciples had en-
tered,* and that Jesus had not en-
tered the boat with His disciples, but
His disciples had gone away alone—

23however, other boats came
from Tiberias, near the nplace
where they ate bread after the Lord
had given thanks—

24when the people therefore saw
that Jesus was not there, nor His dis-
ciples, they also got into boats and
came to Capernaum, oseeking Jesus.

8One of His disciples, aAndrew,
Simon Peter’s brother, said to Him,

9“There is a lad here who has five
barley loaves and two small fish, but
what are they among so bmany?”

10Then Jesus said, “Make the peo-
ple sit down.” Now there was much
grass in the place. So the men sat
down, in number about five thou-
sand.

11And Jesus took the loaves, and
when He had cgiven thanks He dis-
tributed them to the disciples, and
the disciples* to those sitting down;
and likewise of the fish, as much as
they wanted.

12So when they were filled, He
said to His disciples, “Gather up the
fragments that remain, so d that
nothing is lost.”

13Therefore they gathered them
up, and filled twelve baskets with
the fragments of the five barley
loaves which were left over by
those who had eaten.

14Then those men, when they
had seen the esign that Jesus did,
said, “This is truly fthe Prophet who
is to come into the world.”

Jesus walks on the water
(Matt. 14:22–32; Mark 6:45–52)

15Therefore when Jesus per-
ceived that they were about to
come and take Him by force to
make Him gking, He departed again
to the mountain by Himself alone.

16hNow when evening came, His
disciples went down to the sea,

17got into the boat, and went over
the sea toward Capernaum. And it
was already dark, and Jesus had not
come to them.

18Then the sea arose because a
igreat wind was blowing.

19So when they had rowed about
three or four miles,* they saw Jesus
jwalking on the ksea and drawing
near the boat; and they were lafraid.
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*6:11 NU-Text omits to the disciples, and the
disciples. *6:19 Literally twenty-five or thirty
stadia *6:22 NU-Text omits that and which His
disciples had entered.

Andrew: One of the twelve disciples of Jesus.

6:14 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
6:19 miles. See Weights and Measures (NT), Acts

27:28, note.

Capernaum: A city on the northwest coast of the Sea
of Galilee. It was the center of Christ’s ministry after
He left Nazareth.
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25And when they found Him on
the other side of the sea, they said
to Him, “Rabbi, when did You come
here?”

26Jesus answered them and said,
a“Most assuredly, I say to you, you
seek Me, not because you saw the
signs, but because you bate of the
loaves and were filled.

27c“Do not labor for the food
which perishes, but for the food
which dendures to everlasting elife,
which the fSon of Man will ggive
you, because God the Father has
hset His seal on Him.”

28Then they said to Him, “What
shall we do, that we may work the
works of God?”

29Jesus answered and said to
them, “This is the work of God, that
you ibelieve in Him whom He sent.”

Jesus, sent from heaven
30Therefore they said to Him,

“What jsign will You perform then,
that we may see it and believe You?
What work will You do?

31“Our fathers ate the kmanna in
the desert; as it is lwritten, ‘He
gave them bread from heaven to
eat.’ ”*

32Then Jesus said to them,
a“Most assuredly, I say to you, Mo-
ses did not give you the bread from
heaven, but mMy Father gives you
the true bread from heaven.

33“For the bread of God n is He
who ocomes down from heaven and
pgives elife to the world.”

34Then they said to Him, “Lord,
give us this bread always.”

35And Jesus said to them, q“I am
the bread of elife. He who comes to
Me shall never rhunger, and he who
sbelieves in Me shall never tthirst.

36“But I said to you that you have
useen Me and yet do vnot believe.

37“All that the Father wgives Me
will come to Me, and xthe one who
comes to Me I will by no means cast
out.

38“For I have ocome down from
heaven, not to do My own will, ybut
the pwill of Him who sent Me.

39“This is the will of the Father
who sent Me, that of all He has giv-
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JOHN 6:25–53 1461
en Me I should lose znothing, but
should raise it up at the last aaday.

40“And this is the will of Him
who sent Me, that everyone who
sees the Son and believes in Him
may have everlasting elife; and I will
bbraise him up at the last aaday.”

41The Jews then complained
about Him, because He said, q“I am
the bread which ocame down from
heaven.”

42And they said, cc“Is not this
Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose fa-
ther and mother we know? How is
it then that He says, ‘I have ocome
down from heaven’?”

43Jesus therefore answered and
said to them, “Do not murmur
among yourselves.

44“No one can ddcome to Me un-
less the Father who sent Me
eedraws him; and I will raise him up
at the last aaday.

45“It is lwritten in the prophets,
‘And they shall all be taught by
God.’ Therefore everyone who has
heard and learned* from the Father
comes to Me.

46“Not that anyone has seen the
Father, except He who is from God;
He has seen the Father.

47a“Most assuredly, I say to you,
he who believes in Me* has ever-
lasting elife.

48q“I ffam the bread of life.
49“Your fathers ate the kmanna in

the wilderness, and are ggdead.
50“This is the bread which

ocomes down from heaven, that one
may eat of it and not die.

51q“I ffam the living bread which
ocame down from heaven. If anyone
eats of this bread, he will elive zfor-
ever; and the bread that I shall give
is My flesh, which I shall pgive for
the life of the world.”

52The Jews therefore quarreled
among themselves, saying, “How can
this Man give us His flesh to eat?”

53Then Jesus said to them, a“Most
assuredly, I say to you, unless you eat
the flesh of the Son of Man and drink
His blood, you have no life in you.
*6:31 Exodus 16:4; Nehemiah 9:15; Psalm 78:24
*6:45 M-Text reads hears and has learned.
*6:47 NU-Text omits in Me.

6:33,51 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.



ciples went vback and walked with
Him no more.

67Then Jesus said to the twelve,
“Do you also want to go away?”

68But Simon Peter answered Him,
“Lord, to whom shall we go? You
have the words of eternal wlife.

69“Also we have come to xbelieve
and know that You are the Christ,
the Son of the living God.”*

70Jesus answered them, “Did I
not choose you, the twelve, and one
of you is a devil?”

71He spoke of yJudas Iscariot, the
son of Simon, for it was he who
would zbetray Him, being one of
the twelve.

Christ’s unbelieving brothers
press Him to go to Jerusalem

7AFTER these things Jesus
walked in Galilee; for He did not

want to walk in Judea, because the
Jews* sought to aakill Him.

2Now the Jews’ bbFeast of Taber-
nacles was at hand.

3His brothers therefore said to
Him, “Depart from here and go into
Judea, that Your disciples also may
see the works that You are doing.

4“For no one does anything in se-
cret while he himself seeks to be
known openly. If You do these
things, show Yourself to the world.”

5For cceven His ddbrothers did not
believe in Him.

6Then Jesus said to them, “My
eetime has not yet come, but your
time is always ready.

7“The world cannot ffhate you,
but it hates Me because I testify of it
that its works are evil.

8“You go up to this ggfeast. I am
not yet* going up to this feast, for
My hhtime has not yet fully come.”

9When He had said these things
to them, He remained in Galilee.

54a“Whoever eats My flesh and
drinks My blood has eternal blife,
and I will raise him up at the last
cday.

55“For My flesh is food indeed,*
and My blood is drink indeed.

56d“He who eats My flesh and
drinks My blood abides in Me, and I
in him.

57“As the living Father sent Me,
and I live because of the Father, so
he who feeds on Me will elive be-
cause of Me.

58“This is the fbread which
gcame down from heaven—not has
your fathers ate the imanna, and are
dead. He who eats this bread will
jlive forever.”

59These things He said in the syn-
agogue as He taught in Capernaum.

Discipleship tested by doctrine
(cp. Matt. 8:19–22; 10:36)

60Therefore many of His disci-
ples, when they heard this, said,
“This is a hard saying; kwho can un-
derstand it?”

61When Jesus knew in Himself
that His disciples complained about
this, He said to them, “Does this of-
fend you?

62“What then if you should see
the lSon of Man mascend where He
was before?

63“It is the nSpirit who ogives life;
the p flesh profits nothing. The
qwords that I speak to you are spirit,
and they are rlife.

64“But there are some of you who
do snot believe.” For Jesus knew
from the beginning who they were
who did not believe, and who
would tbetray Him.

65And He said, “Therefore I have
said to you that no one can come to
Me unless it has been ugranted to
him by My Father.”

Peter confesses his faith
(cp. Matt. 16:13–20; Mark 8:27–30;

Luke 9:18–21)
66From that time many of His dis-
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*6:55 NU-Text reads true food and true drink.
*6:69 NU-Text reads You are the Holy One of God.
*7:1 That is, the ruling authorities *7:8 NU-
Text omits yet.

6:61 offend you. Literally cause you to stumble.
6:70 devil. Greek diabolos, adversary, usually referring

to Satan. See Rev. 20:10, note.
7:4 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
7:7 world. Greek kosmos. See Rev. 13:8, note.

Galilee: A province in northern Palestine. Jesus grew
up here, selected His disciples from this area and con-
ducted most of His ministry in this region.



Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles
10But when His abrothers had

gone up, then He also went up to
the bfeast, not openly, but as it were
in csecret.

11Then the Jews sought Him at
the feast, and said, “Where is He?”

12dAnd there was much com-
plaining among the people concern-
ing Him. Some said, “He is good”;
others said, “No, on the contrary,
He deceives the people.”

13However, no one spoke openly
of Him for efear of the Jews.

14Now about the middle of the
ffeast Jesus went up into the temple
and gtaught.

15And the Jews hmarveled, say-
ing, “How does this Man know let-
ters, having never studied?”

16Jesus* answered them and said,
“My doctrine is not Mine, but iHis
who sent Me.

17“If anyone wills to do His will,
he shall know concerning the doc-
trine, jwhether it is from God or
whether I speak on My own author-
ity.

18“He who speaks from himself
seeks his own glory; but He who
kseeks the glory of the One who
sent Him is true, and lno unrigh-
teousness is in Him.

19“Did not Moses give you the
m law, yet none of you keeps the
law? Why do you seek to kill Me?”

20The people answered and said,
“You have a ndemon. Who is seek-
ing to kill You?”

21Jesus answered and said to
them, “I did one work, and you all
marvel.

22“Moses therefore gave you ocir-
cumcision (not that it is from Mo-
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JOHN 7:10–32 1463
ses, but pfrom the fathers), and you
circumcise a man on the qSabbath.

23“If a man receives circumcision
on the Sabbath, so that the rlaw of
Moses should not be broken, are
you angry with Me because I made
a man scompletely well on the tSab-
bath?

24“Do not judge according to ap-
pearance, but judge with urighteous
judgment.”

25Now some of them from Jeru-
salem said, “Is this not He whom
they seek to vkill?

26“But look! He speaks boldly,
and they say nothing to Him. wDo
the rulers know indeed that this is
truly* the Christ?

27x“However, we know where
this Man is from; but when the
Christ comes, no one knows where
He is from.”

28Then Jesus cried out, as He
taught in the temple, saying, “You
both know Me, and you know
where I am from; and I have not
come of Myself, but He who sent
Me is true, whom you do not know.

29“But* I know Him, for I am
yfrom Him, and He sent Me.”

30Therefore they sought to take
Him; but no one laid a hand on Him,
because His zhour had not yet come.

31And many of the people aabe-
lieved in Him, and said, “When the
Christ bbcomes, will He do more
signs than these which this Man has
done?”

32The ccPharisees heard the crowd
murmuring these things concerning
Him, and the Pharisees and the chief
priests sent officers to take Him.
*7:16 NU-Text and M-Text read So Jesus.
*7:26 NU-Text omits truly. *7:29 NU-Text and
M-Text omit But.

7:15 studied. An allusion to the fact that Jesus had not
attended a rabbinical school.

7:17 doctrine. Or teaching.

7:21 MIRACLES OF JESUS RECORDED ONLY BY JOHN

Jesus turns the water into wine. John 2:1–11
Jesus heals the nobleman’s son. John 4:46–54
Jesus heals the crippled man at Bethesda. John 5:1–9
Jesus heals the man born blind. John 9:1–7
Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead. John 11:43–44
Jesus guides the disciples to a great catch of fish. John 21:1–14



said to them, “Why have you not
brought Him?”

46The officers answered, q“No
man ever spoke like this Man!”

47Then the pPharisees answered
them, “Are you also deceived?

48 r“Have any of the rulers or the
pPharisees believed in Him?

49“But this crowd that does not
know the slaw is accursed.”

50Nicodemus t (he who came to
Jesus by night,* being one of them)
said to them,

51“Does our slaw judge a man be-
fore it uhears him and knows what
he is doing?”

52They answered and said to him,
“Are you also from Galilee? Search
and look, v for no prophet has
arisen* out of Galilee.”

53And everyone went to his own
house.*

The scribes and Pharisees accuse
a woman caught in adultery

8BUT Jesus went to the Mount of
Olives.

2Now early* in the morning He
came again into the temple, and all
the people came to Him; and He sat
down and wtaught them.

3Then the xscribes and pPharisees
brought to Him a woman caught in
adultery. And when they had set
her in the midst,

4they said to Him, “Teacher, this
woman was caught* in yadultery, in
the very act.

5“Now Moses, in the slaw, com-
manded* us that such should be
zstoned.* But what do You say?”*

6This they said, aa testing Him,

33Then Jesus said to them,* a“I
shall be with you a little while
longer, and then I bgo to Him who
sent Me.

34“You will seek Me and not find
Me, and where I am you ccannot
come.”

35Then the Jews said among
themselves, “Where does He intend
to go that we shall not find Him?
Does He intend to go to the dDis-
persion among the eGreeks and
teach the Greeks?

36“What is this thing that He said,
‘You will seek Me and not find Me,
and where I am you cannot come’?”

The great prophecy concerning
the Holy Spirit for power

(Acts 2:2–4; cp. John 4:14)
37On the flast day, that great day

of the feast, Jesus stood and cried
out, saying, “If anyone thirsts, let
him come to Me and drink.

38“He who believes in Me, as the
Scripture has said, out of his heart
will gflow rivers of living hwater.”

39But this He spoke concerning
the Spirit, whom those believing* in
Him would receive; for the Holy*

iSpirit was not yet given, because
Jesus was not yet jglorified.

Divided opinion about Jesus
40Therefore many* from the

crowd, when they heard this saying,
ksaid, “Truly this lis the Prophet.”

41Others ksaid, “This is m the
Christ.” But some said, “Will the
Christ come out of Galilee?

42“Has not the Scripture nsaid
that the Christ ocomes from the
seed of David and from the town of
Bethlehem, where David was?”

43So there was a division among
the people because of Him.

44Now some of them wanted to
take Him, but no one laid hands on
Him.

45Then the officers came to the
chief priests and pPharisees, who
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*7:33 NU-Text and M-Text omit to them.
*7:39 NU-Text reads who believed. * NU-Text
omits Holy. *7:40 NU-Text reads some.
*7:50 NU-Text reads before. *7:52 NU-Text
reads is to rise. *7:53 The words And everyone
through sin no more (8:11) are bracketed by NU-
Text as not original. They are present in over 900
manuscripts. *8:2 M-Text reads very early.
*8:4 M-Text reads we found this woman.
*8:5 M-Text reads in our law Moses commanded.
* NU-Text and M-Text read to stone such.
* M-Text adds about her.

7:53 Although John 7:53—8:11 is not found in some
ancient manuscripts, the immediate context, beginning
with Christ’s declaration, “I am the light of the world”
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Mount of Olives: The summit of the range of hills east
of Jerusalem which was once covered with olive trees.
A central location to the events of Christ’s ministry.



that they amight have something of
which to accuse Him. But Jesus
stooped down and wrote on the
ground with His finger, as though
He did not hear.*

7So when they continued asking
Him, He raised Himself up* and said
to them, “He who is without bsin
among you, clet him throw a stone
at her first.”

8And again He stooped down and
wrote on the ground.

9Then those who heard it, being
convicted by their conscience,*
went out one by one, beginning
with the oldest even to the last. And
Jesus was left dalone, and the
woman standing in the midst.

10When Jesus had raised Himself
up and saw no one but the woman,
He said to her,* “Woman, where are
those eaccusers of yours?* Has no
one condemned you?”

11She said, “No one, Lord.” And
Jesus said to her, “Neither do I
fcondemn you; go and* gsin no
more.”

The central conflict between Jesus
and the Pharisees: the origin

of Christ. He is the light
of the world (cp. John 1:9)

12Then Jesus spoke to them
again, saying, h“I am the i light of
the world. He who jfollows Me shall
not walk in darkness, but have the
light of klife.”

13The lPharisees therefore said to
Him, “You bear witness of Yourself;
Your witness is not true.”

14Jesus answered and said to
them, “Even if I bear witness of
Myself, My witness is true, for I
know where I came from and
where I am going; but you do not
know where I come from and
where I am going.

15“You judge according to the
mflesh; I judge no one.

16“And yet if I do judge, My judg-
ment is true; for I am not alone, but
I am with the Father who sent Me.

17“It is also nowritten in your
plaw that the testimony of two men
is true.

18“I am One who bears witness
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of Myself, and the qFather who sent
Me bears witness of Me.”

19Then they said to Him, “Where
is Your Father?” Jesus answered,
“You know neither Me nor My Fa-
ther. rIf you had known Me, you
would have known My Father also.”

20These words Jesus spoke in the
treasury, as He taught in the temple;
and no one laid hands on Him, for
His shour had not yet come.

21Then Jesus said to them again,
“I am going away, and you will seek
Me, and will tdie in your usin.
Where I go you vcannot come.”

22So the Jews said, “Will He wkill
Himself, because He says, ‘Where I
go you cannot come’?”

23And He said to them, “You are
from beneath; xI am from above.
You are of this world; I am not of
this world.

24“Therefore I said to you that
you will ydie in your zsins; for if you
do not believe that I am He, you
will ydie in your zsins.”

25Then they said to Him, “Who
are You?” And Jesus said to them,
“Just what I have been aasaying to
you from the beginning.

26“I have many things to say and
to judge concerning you, but He
who sent Me is true; and I speak to
the world those things which I
heard from Him.”

27They did not understand that
He spoke to them of the Father.

28Then Jesus said to them,
“When you bb lift up the ccSon of
Man, then you will know that I am
He, and that I do nothing of Myself;
but as My Father taught Me, I
ddspeak these things.

29“And He who sent Me is with
Me. The Father has not left Me
alone, for I always do those things
that please Him.”

30As He spoke these words, many
eebelieved in Him.

31Then Jesus said to those Jews
*8:6 NU-Text and M-Text omit as though He did
not hear. *8:7 M-Text reads He looked up.
*8:9 NU-Text and M-Text omit being convicted by
their conscience. *8:10 NU-Text omits and saw
no one but the woman; M-Text reads He saw her
and said. * NU-Text and M-Text omit of yours.
*8:11 NU-Text and M-Text add from now on.

8:12,23,26 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8 and Rev. 13:8, notes.



no truth in him. When he speaks a
lie, he speaks from his own re-
sources, for he is a liar and the fa-
ther of it.

45“But because I tell the truth,
you do not believe Me.

46“Which of you vconvicts Me of
sin? And if I tell the truth, why do
you not believe Me?

47“He who is of God whears God’s
words; therefore you do not hear,
because you are not of God.”

48Then the Jews answered and
said to Him, “Do we not say rightly
that You are a xSamaritan and yhave
a zdemon?”

49Jesus answered, “I do not have
a demon; but I honor My Father,
and aayou dishonor Me.

50“And I do not bbseek My own
glory; there is One who seeks and
judges.

51 f“Most assuredly, I say to you,
ccif anyone keeps My word he shall
never see dddeath.”

52Then the Jews said to Him,
“Now we know that You eehave a
zdemon! Abraham is ffdead, and the
prophets; and You say, ‘If anyone
keeps My word he shall never taste
death.’

53“Are You gggreater than our fa-
ther Abraham, who is dead? And
the prophets are dead. hhWho do
You make Yourself out to be?”

54Jesus answered, ii“If I honor
Myself, My honor is nothing. jjIt is
My Father who honors Me, of
whom you say that He is your* God.

55“Yet kkyou have not known
Him, but I know Him. And if I say,
‘I do not know Him,’ I shall be a liar
like you; but I do know Him and
llkeep His word.

56“Your father Abraham rejoiced
to see My day, and he mmsaw it and
was glad.”

57Then the Jews said to Him,

who abelieved Him, “If you babide
in My cword, you are My disciples
indeed.

32“And you shall know the dtruth,
and the truth shall make you free.”

33They answered Him, e“We are
Abraham’s descendants, and have
never been in bondage to anyone.
How can you say, ‘You will be made
free’?”

34Jesus answered them, f“Most
assuredly, I say to you, whoever
commits gsin is a hslave of gsin.

35“And a slave does inot abide in
the house forever, but a son jabides
forever.

36“Therefore if the Son makes
you free, you shall be kfree indeed.

37“I know that you are Abraham’s
descendants, but you seek to lkill
Me, because My word has no place
in you.

38“I mspeak what I have seen
with My Father, and you do what
you have seen with* your father.”

39They answered and said to
Him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus
said to them, “If you were Abra-
ham’s children, you would do the
works of Abraham.

40“But now you seek to kill Me, a
Man who has told you the dtruth
nwhich I heard from God. Abraham
did not do this.

41“You do the deeds of your fa-
ther.” Then they said to Him, “We
were not oborn of fornication; pwe
have one Father—God.”

42Jesus said to them, “If God
were your Father, you would love
Me, for I proceeded forth and
qcame from God; nor have I come of
Myself, but rHe sent Me.

43“Why do you not understand
My speech? Because you are not
able to listen to My word.

44“You are of your father the sdev-
il, and the tdesires of your father
you want to udo. He was a murderer
from the beginning, and does not
stand in the truth, because there is
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*8:38 NU-Text reads heard from. *8:54 NU-
Text and M-Text read our.

8:37 Abraham’s descendants. All Jews are natural de-
scendants of Abraham, but are not necessarily his spiritual
posterity. Compare Rom. 9:6–8; Gal. 3:6–14.

8:44 father. That this satanic fatherhood cannot be lim-
ited to the Pharisees is made clear in 1 John 3:8–10. a lie.
Literally the lie. Gen. 3:4–5.

Abraham: of a great multitude. A man chosen by God
to become the father of the great nation Israel. God
promised Abraham that he would have descendants
as numerous as the stars in the heavens. Abraham was
revered throughout generations for his great faith.



“You are not yet fifty years old, and
have You seen Abraham?”

58Jesus said to them, a“Most as-
suredly, I say to you, bbefore Abra-
ham was, cI AM.”

59Then they dtook up stones to
throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself
and went out of the temple,* egoing
through the midst of them, and so
passed by.

Jesus heals man born blind

9NOW as Jesus passed by, He
saw a man who was blind from

birth.
2And His disciples asked Him,

saying, “Rabbi, who fsinned, this
man or his parents, that he was
born blind?”

3Jesus answered, “Neither this
man nor his parents gsinned, but
hthat the works of God should be
revealed in him.

4“I* must iwork the works of Him
who sent Me while it is jday; the
night is coming when no one can
work.

5“As long as I am in the world, kI
am the llight of the world.”

6When He had said these things,
He spat on the ground and made
mclay with the saliva; and He
anointed the eyes of the blind man
with the clay.

7And He said to him, “Go, wash
in the pool of Siloam” (which is
translated, Sent). So he nwent and
owashed, and came back pseeing.

8Therefore the neighbors and
those who previously had seen that
he was blind* said, “Is not this he
who sat and begged?”

9Some said, “This is he.” Others
said, “He is like him.”* He said, “I
am he.”

10Therefore they said to him,
“How were your eyes opened?”

11He answered and said, “A Man
called Jesus made clay and anointed
my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to the
pool of* Siloam and wash.’ So I
went and washed, and I received
sight.”
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12Then they said to him, “Where

is He?” He said, “I do not know.”
13They brought him who former-

ly was blind to the qPharisees.
14Now it was a rSabbath when

Jesus made the clay and opened his
eyes.

15Then the sPharisees also asked
him again how he had received his
sight. He said to them, “He put clay
on my eyes, and I washed, and I
see.”

16Therefore some of the tPhar-
isees said, “This Man is unot from
God, because He does not vkeep the
wSabbath.” Others said, “How can a
man who is a sinner do such signs?”
And there was a xdivision among
them.

17They said to the blind man
again, “What do you say about Him
because He opened your eyes?” He
said, “He is a yprophet.”

18But the Jews did not believe
concerning him, that he had been
blind and received his sight, until
they called the parents of him who
had received his sight.

19And they asked them, saying,
“Is this your son, who you say was
born blind? How then does he now
see?”

20His zparents answered them
and said, “We know that this is our
son, and that he was born blind;

21“but by what means he now
sees we do not know, or who
opened his eyes we do not know.
He is of age; ask him. He will speak
for himself.”

22His parents said these things
because they aafeared the Jews, for
the Jews had agreed already that if
anyone confessed that He was
Christ, he would be bbput out of the
synagogue.

23Therefore his parents said, “He
is of age; ask him.”

24So they again called the man
who was blind, and said to him,
*8:59 NU-Text omits the rest of this verse.
*9:4 NU-Text reads We. *9:8 NU-Text reads a
beggar. *9:9 NU-Text reads “No, but he is like
him.” *9:11 NU-Text omits the pool of.

9:5 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
9:10 How were your eyes opened? Observe the

progress in the healed man’s apprehension of the Person of
Christ: (1) “A Man called Jesus” (v. 11); (2) “He is a proph-

et” (v. 17); (3) “if anyone is a worshiper of God and does
His will” (v. 31); and (4) “and he worshiped Him” (v. 38).

9:22 out of the synagogue. For a Jew to be put out of
the synagogue meant that he was ostracized by everyone.



have both seen Him and it is nHe
who is talking with you.”

38Then he said, “Lord, I obe-
lieve!” And he pworshiped Him.

39And Jesus said, “For q judgment
I have rcome into this world, that
those who do not see may see, and
that those who see may be made
sblind.”

40Then some of the Pharisees
who were with Him heard these
words, and said to Him, t“Are we
blind also?”

41Jesus said to them, u“If you
were blind, you would have no vsin;
but now you say, ‘We see.’ There-
fore your vsin wremains.

Jesus as the good Shepherd
(cp. Ps. 23; Heb. 13:20; 1 Pet. 5:4)

10 x“MOST assuredly, I say to
you, he who does not enter

the sheepfold by the door, but
climbs up some other yway, the
same is a thief and a robber.

2“But he who enters by the door
is the shepherd of the sheep.

3“To him the doorkeeper opens,
and the sheep zhear his voice; and
he calls his own sheep by aaname
and bbleads them out.

4“And when he brings out his
own sheep, he goes before them;
and the sheep follow him, for they
know his voice.

5“Yet they will by no means fol-
low a ccstranger, but will flee from
him, for they do not know the voice
of strangers.”

6Jesus used this illustration, but
they did not understand the things
which He spoke to them.

7Then Jesus said to them again,
x“Most assuredly, I say to you, ddI
am the door of the sheep.

8“All who ever came before Me*

are thieves and robbers, but the
sheep did not hear them.

“Give God the glory! We aknow that
this Man is a sinner.”

25He answered and said,
“Whether He is a sinner or not I do
not know. One thing I know: that
though I was blind, now I see.”

26Then they said to him again,
“What did He do to you? How did
He open your eyes?”

27He answered them, “I told you
already, and you did not listen. Why
do you want to hear it again? Do
you also want to become His disci-
ples?”

28Then they reviled him and said,
“You are His disciple, but we are
Moses’ disciples.

29“We know that God bspoke to
cMoses; as for this fellow, we do not
know dwhere He is from.”

30The man answered and said to
them, “Why, this is a marvelous
thing, that you do not know where
He is from; yet He has opened my
eyes!

31“Now we know that God does
enot hear fsinners; but if anyone is a
worshiper of God and does His will,
He hears him.

32“Since the world began it has
been unheard of that anyone
opened the eyes of one who was
born blind.

33“If this Man were not from
God, He could do gnothing.”

34They answered and said to him,
“You were completely hborn in sins,
and are you teaching us?” And they
icast him out.

Jesus affirms His Deity
35Jesus heard that they had cast

him out; and when He had jfound
him, He said to him, “Do you kbe-
lieve in the lSon of God?”*

36He answered and said, m“Who
is He, Lord, that I may believe in
Him?”

37And Jesus said to him, “You
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John 20:16-
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1468 JOHN 9:25—10:8

*9:35 NU-Text reads Son of Man.
*10:8 M-Text omits before Me.

9:32 world. Greek aiōn. See Mark 10:30, note.
9:39 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
10:6 illustration. Literally proverb, that is, a figure of

speech. John 16:25,29; 2 Pet. 2:22.
10:7 I am the door of the sheep. The shepherd work of

our Lord has three aspects: (1) As the “good shepherd” He
lays down His life for the sheep (v. 11) and is, therefore,

“the door” by which “if anyone enters by Me, he will be
saved” (v. 9). This answers to Ps. 22. (2) He is the “great
Shepherd,” who was “brought up . . . from the dead” (Heb.
13:20) to care for and make perfect the sheep. This an-
swers to Ps. 23. And (3) He is the “Chief Shepherd” who is
coming in glory to give crowns of reward to the faithful
shepherds (1 Pet. 5:4). This answers to Ps. 24.



9a“I am the door. If anyone enters
by Me, he will be bsaved, and will
go in and out and find pasture.

10“The thief does not come ex-
cept to steal, and to kill, and to de-
stroy. I have ccome that they may
have dlife, and that they may have it
more eabundantly.

11a“I am the good fshepherd. The
good shepherd ggives His life for the
sheep.

12“But a hireling, he who is not
the shepherd, one who does not
own the sheep, sees the wolf com-
ing and hleaves the sheep and flees;
and the wolf catches the sheep and
scatters them.

13“The hireling flees because he
is a hireling and does not care about
the sheep.

14a“I am the good fshepherd; and
I iknow My sheep, and jam known
by My own.

15“As the Father knows Me, even
so I know the Father; and I g lay
down My life kfor the sheep.

16“And other sheep I have which
are not of this fold; them also I must
bring, and they will hear My voice;
and there will be one lflock and one
fshepherd.

17“Therefore My Father m loves
Me, because I g lay down My life
that I may take it again.

18“No one takes it from Me, but I
glay it down of Myself. I have power
to lay it down, and I have power to
take it nagain. This ocommand I
have received from My Father.”

19Therefore there was a pdivision
again among the Jews because of
these sayings.

20And many of them said, “He
has a qdemon and is mad. Why do
you listen to Him?”

21Others said, “These are not the
words of one who has a qdemon.
Can a demon open the eyes of the
blind?”
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JOHN 10:9–36 1469
Jesus asserts His Deity

(John 5:26–27; 14:9; 20:28–29)
22Now it was the Feast of Dedica-

tion in Jerusalem, and it was winter.
23And Jesus walked in the tem-

ple, in Solomon’s porch.
24Then the Jews surrounded Him

and said to Him, “How long do You
keep us in doubt? If You are the
Christ, tell us plainly.”

25Jesus answered them, “I told
you, and you do not believe. The
works that I do in My Father’s
name, they rbear witness of Me.

26“But you do not believe, sbe-
cause you are not of My sheep, as I
said to you.*

27“My sheep hear My voice, and I
iknow them, and they follow Me.

28“And I tgive them eternal dlife,
and they shall unever perish; nei-
ther shall anyone snatch them out
of My hand.

29“My Father, who has given
them to Me, is greater than all; and
no one is able to snatch them out of
My Father’s hand.

30“I and My Father vare one.”
31Then the Jews wtook up stones

again to stone Him.
32Jesus answered them, “Many

good works I have shown you from
My Father. For which of those
works do you stone Me?”

33The Jews answered Him, say-
ing, “For a good work we do not
stone You, but for xblasphemy, and
because You, being a Man, make
Yourself God.”

34Jesus answered them, “Is it not
ywritten in your law, ‘I said, z“You
are gods” ’ ?

35“If He called them gods, to
whom the word of God ycame (and
the Scripture aacannot be broken),

36“do you say of Him whom the
Father bbsanctified and ccsent into
the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’
because I said, ‘I am the Son of
God’?
*10:26 NU-Text omits as I said to you.

10:16 other sheep. The “other sheep” are not of the
Jewish fold, but are Gentiles. Compare Is. 56:8; John
17:20; Acts 15:7–9; Eph. 2:11–19.

10:20 mad. This accusation was doubtless occa-
sioned by Christ’s claim to be “the good shepherd” (vv.
11, 14), who would be identified by informed Jews as

the covenant-God of Ps. 23. Compare John 10:33.
10:23 Solomon’s porch. To understand this exact loca-

tion see the diagram at 2 Chron. 3:6.
10:24 keep us in doubt. Literally keep us in suspense.
10:36 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.



walks in the day, he does not stum-
ble, because he sees the l light of
this world.

10“But if one walks in the mnight,
he stumbles, because the n light is
not in him.”

11These things He said, and after
that He said to them, “Our friend
Lazarus osleeps, but I go that I may
pwake him up.”

12Then His disciples said, “Lord,
if he sleeps he will get well.”

13However, Jesus spoke of his
death, but they thought that He was
speaking about taking rest in sleep.

14Then Jesus said to them qplain-
ly, “Lazarus is dead.

15“And I am glad for your sakes
that I was not there, that you may
believe. Nevertheless let us go to
him.”

16Then rThomas, who is called
the Twin, said to his fellow disci-
ples, “Let us also go, that we may
die with Him.”

17So when Jesus came, He found
that he had already been in the
tomb four days.

18Now Bethany was near
Jerusalem, about two smiles* away.

19And many of the t Jews had
joined the women around Martha
and Mary, to comfort them concern-
ing their brother.

20Then Martha, as soon as she
heard that Jesus was coming, went
and met Him, but Mary was usitting
in the house.

21Now Martha said to Jesus,
“Lord, if You had been here, my
brother would not have died.

22“But even now I vknow that
whatever You wask of God, God will
give You.”

23Jesus said to her, “Your brother
will xyrise again.”

24Martha said to Him, “I know
that he will rise again in the zaares-
urrection at the last bbday.”

25Jesus said to her, cc“I ddam the

37“If I do not do the works of My
Father, do not believe Me;

38“but if I do, though you do not
believe Me, believe the aworks, that
you may know and believe* b that
the Father cis in Me, and I in Him.”

39Therefore they sought again to
seize Him, but He escaped out of
their hand.

Jesus withdraws from Jerusalem
40And He went away again be-

yond the Jordan to the place where
John was dbaptizing at first, and
there He stayed.

41Then many came to Him and
said, “John performed no sign, but
all the things that John espoke about
this Man were true.”

42And many fbelieved in Him
there.

Jesus raises Lazarus
of Bethany from the dead

11NOW a certain man was sick,
Lazarus of Bethany, the town

of gMary and her sister hMartha.
2It was that Mary who anointed

the Lord with fragrant oil and wiped
His feet with her hair, whose broth-
er Lazarus was sick.

3Therefore the sisters sent to
Him, saying, “Lord, behold, he
whom You love is sick.”

4When Jesus heard that, He said,
“This sickness is inot unto death,
but jfor the glory of God, that the
Son of God may be glorified through
it.”

5Now Jesus loved Martha and her
sister and Lazarus.

6So, when He heard that he was
sick, He stayed two more days in
the place where He was.

7Then after this He said to the
disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.”

8The disciples said to Him, “Rab-
bi, lately the Jews sought to kstone
You, and are You going there
again?”

9Jesus answered, “Are there not
twelve hours in the day? If anyone
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1470 JOHN 10:37—11:25

*10:38 NU-Text reads understand.
*11:18 Literally fifteen stadia

Bethany: A town located about two miles to the east of
Jerusalem on the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives.
Jesus’ friends Mary, Martha and Lazarus lived here.

11:9 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.

Lazarus: A dear friend of Jesus who lived in Bethany
with his sisters, Mary and Martha. When Lazarus died,
Jesus went to his tomb and raised him from the dead.

11:12 get well. Literally be saved or restored.



aresurrection and the blife. He who
cbelieves in Me, though he may
ddie, he shall live.

26“And whoever lives and ebe-
lieves in Me shall fnever gdie. Do
you believe this?”

27She said to Him, “Yes, Lord, I
hbelieve that iYou are the Christ,
the Son of God, who is to jcome
into the world.”

28And when she had said these
things, she went her way and se-
cretly called Mary her sister, saying,
“The Teacher has come and is call-
ing for you.”

29As soon as she heard that, she
arose quickly and came to Him.

30Now Jesus had not yet come
into the town, but was* in the place
where Martha met Him.

31Then the Jews who were with
her in the house, and comforting
her, when they saw that Mary rose
up quickly and went out, followed
her, saying, “She is going to the
tomb to weep there.”*

32Then, when Mary came where
Jesus was, and saw Him, she kfell
down at His feet, saying to Him,
“Lord, if You had been here, my
brother would not have died.”

33Therefore, when Jesus saw her
weeping, and the Jews who came
with her weeping, He groaned in
the spirit and was troubled.

34And He said, “Where have you
laid him?” They said to Him, “Lord,
come and see.”

35Jesus lwept.
36Then the Jews said, “See how

He mloved him!”
37And some of them said, “Could

not this Man, who opened the eyes
of the nblind, also have kept this
man from dying?”

38Then Jesus, oagain groaning in
Himself, came to the tomb. It was a
pcave, and a qstone lay against it.

39Jesus said, “Take away the
rstone.” Martha, the sister of him
who was dead, said to Him, “Lord,
by this time there is a sstench, for
he has been dead four days.”

40Jesus said to her, “Did I not say
to you that if you would believe you
would see the tglory of God?”
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JOHN 11:26–52 1471
41Then they took away the stone

from the place where the dead man
was lying.* And Jesus lifted up His
eyes and usaid, “Father, I thank You
that You have heard Me.

42“And I know that You always
vhear Me, but because of the peo-
ple who are wstanding by I said this,
that they may believe that You sent
Me.”

43Now when He had said these
things, He xcried with a yloud voice,
“Lazarus, come forth!”

44And he who had died zcame
aaout bound hand and foot with
bbgraveclothes, and his face was
wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to
them, cc“Loose him, and let him go.”

Many are converted
(cp. John 12:10–11): Pharisees

conspire to kill Jesus
45Then many of the Jews who

had come to Mary, and had seen the
things Jesus did, ddbelieved in Him.

46But some of them went away to
the Pharisees and eetold them the
things Jesus did.

47Then the chief priests and the
ffPharisees gathered a ggcouncil and
said, hh“What shall we do? For this
Man works many signs.

48“If we let Him alone like this,
iieveryone will believe in Him, and
the Romans will come and take
away both our place and nation.”

49And one of them, jjCaiaphas,
being high priest that year, said to
them, “You know nothing at all,

50“nor do you consider that it is
expedient for us* that kkone man
should die for the people, and not
that the whole nation should per-
ish.”

51Now this he did not say on his
own authority; but being high priest
that year he prophesied that Jesus
would die for the nation,

52and llnot for that nation only,
but also that He would mmgather to-
gether in one the children of God
who were scattered abroad.
*11:30 NU-Text adds still. *11:31 NU-Text
reads supposing that she was going to the tomb to
weep there. *11:41 NU-Text omits from the
place where the dead man was lying.
*11:50 NU-Text reads you.

11:27 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.



think—that He will not come to the
feast?”

57Now both the chief priests and
the Pharisees had given a com-
mand, that if anyone knew where
He was, he should report it, that
they might eseize Him.

Jesus anointed by Mary of Bethany
(Matt. 26:6–13; Mark 14:3–9)

12THEN, six days before the
Passover, Jesus came to

fBethany, where Lazarus was who
had been dead,* whom He had
graised from the dead.

53Then, from that day on, they
plotted ato put Him to death.

54Therefore Jesus no longer
bwalked openly among the Jews, but
went from there into the country
near the wilderness, to a city called
Ephraim, and there remained with
His disciples.

55And the Passover of the Jews
was near, and many went from the
country up to Jerusalem before the
Passover, to cpurify themselves.

56Then they dsought Jesus, and
spoke among themselves as they
stood in the temple, “What do you
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1472 JOHN 11:53—12:1

*12:1 NU-Text omits who had been dead.

11:55; 12:1 Passover. Approximately A.D. 28. Compare John 2:13; 6:4; 18:28; see Ex. 12:11, note.

11:41 SPECIAL PRAYERS AND THANKSGIVINGS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

By whom Reference Subject
Apostles Luke 17:5 For more faith.
Apostles Acts 1:24–25 On choosing an apostle.
Blind Bartimaeus Mark 10:47 For sight.
Early Church Acts 4:24–30 For support under persecution.
Father of the boy with seizures Matthew 17:15 For his only son.
Jairus Matthew 9:18 For his little daughter.
Jesus Matthew 11:25–26; Luke 10:21 Thanksgiving.
Jesus Matthew 26:39; Luke 22:42 While suffering in Gethsemane.
Jesus Matthew 27:46 While feeling forsaken.
Jesus Luke 23:34 For His murderers.
Jesus Luke 23:46 Giving up His spirit to God.
Jesus John 11:41–42 Thanking the Father for accepting His prayer.
Jesus John 12:27–28 Asking for His Father’s help.
Jesus John 17 For His apostles, all believers and unity.
Lord’s prayer Matthew 6:9; Luke 11:2 A model for prayer.
Paul Acts 9:6–11 For instruction and grace.
Paul 2 Corinthians 12:8 For relief from personal trial.
Paul Ephesians 1:17–20; 3:14–21; Intercession for the churches.

Philippians 1:9–11; Colossians 
1:9–11; 1 Thessalonians 3:10–13; 
2 Thessalonians 1:11–12; 2:16–17; 
3:5; Hebrews 13:20:21

Penitent thief Luke 23:42 To be remembered by Jesus.
Pharisee’s prayer Luke 18:11 Thanksgiving for his own righteousness.
Prodigal son Luke 15:18–19 For forgiveness.
Publican’s prayer Luke 18:13 For divine mercy.
Samaritan woman John 4:15 For the Living Water.
Stephen Acts 7:59–60 Releasing his spirit; forgiveness of his murderers.
Syrophoenician woman Matthew 15:22 For her daughter.
Ten lepers Luke 17:13 For healing.
The centurion Matthew 8:6 For his servant.
The disciples Matthew 8:25 To be saved from the storm.
The leper Matthew 8:2 For healing.
The nobleman John 4:40 For his child.
The waiting Church Revelation 22:20 For the coming of Christ.
Two blind men Matthew 9:27 For sight.



2There they made Him a supper;
and aMartha served, but Lazarus
was one of those who sat at the
table with Him.

3bThen Mary took a pound of very
costly oil of cspikenard, anointed
the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet
with her hair. And the house was
filled with the fragrance of the oil.

4But one of His disciples, dJudas
Iscariot, Simon’s son, who would
betray Him, said,

5“Why was this fragrant oil not
sold for three hundred edenarii* and
given to the poor?”

6This he said, not that he cared
for the poor, but because he was a
fthief, and had the money box; and
he used to take what was put in it.

7But Jesus said, “Let her alone;
she has kept* this for the day of My
burial.

8“For the gpoor you have with
you always, but hMe you do not
have always.”

9Now a great many of the Jews
knew that He was there; and they
came, not for Jesus’ sake only, but
that they might also see Lazarus,
whom He had iraised from the dead.

10But the chief priests plotted to
put Lazarus to death also,

11because on account of him
jmany of the Jews went away and
kbelieved in Jesus.

Jesus enters the city of Jerusalem
(Matt. 21:1–9; Mark 11:1–10;
Luke 19:29–38; cp. Zech. 9:9;

Rev. 19:11–16)
12The next day a great multitude

that had come to the feast, lwhen
they heard that Jesus was coming to
Jerusalem,

13took mbranches of palm trees and
went out to meet Him, and cried out:

“Hosanna!
‘Blessed is He who ncomes in

the name of the LORD! ’
The oKing of Israel!”
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14Then Jesus, when He had found

a young donkey, sat on it; as it is
pwritten:
15“Fearq not, daughter of Zion;

Behold, your King is coming,
Sitting on a donkey’s colt.”

16His disciples did rnot under-
stand these things at first; but when
Jesus was glorified, then they re-
membered that these things were
written about Him and that they
had done these things to Him.

17Therefore the people, who
were with Him when He called Laz-
arus out of his tomb and sraised him
from the dead, tbore witness.

18For this reason the people also
met Him, because they heard that
He had done this sign.

19The uPharisees therefore said
among themselves, “You see that
you are accomplishing nothing.
Look, the world has vgone after
Him!”

Certain Greeks seek
an interview with Jesus

20Now there were certain
wGreeks among those who came up
to worship at the feast.

21Then they came to xPhilip, who
was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and
asked him, saying, “Sir, we wish to
see Jesus.”

22Philip came and told Andrew,
and in turn Andrew and Philip told
Jesus.

Jesus foretells His crucifixion
23But Jesus answered them, say-

ing, “The yhour has come that the
zSon of Man should be glorified.

24aa“Most assuredly, I say to you,
unless a grain of wheat falls into the
ground and dies, it remains alone;
but if it bbdies, it produces much
grain.
*12:5 About one year’s wages for a worker.
*12:7 NU-Text reads that she may keep.

12:3 Mary. As Martha served the Lord, and Lazarus had
communion with Him (v. 2), so Mary offered the worship
of a grateful heart. Others before Mary had come to the
Lord’s feet to have their need met; she came to give Him
His due. Although two other evangelists, Matthew and
Mark, record Mary’s act, John alone gives her name.
pound. See Weights and Measures (NT), Acts 27:28, note.

12:13 Hosanna. Literally Oh, save. Ps. 118:25-26.
12:19 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
12:23 hour. The hour of human decision was now past,

as far as the establishment of the kingdom was concerned
(Luke 19:41–44). The King had been rejected by His own
nation and, therefore, the predicted temporal blessings of
that kingdom for both Jews and Gentiles (Is. 60:1–4;



36“While you have the light, be-
lieve in the light, that you may be-
come qsons of light.” These things
Jesus spoke, and departed, and was
hidden from them.

37But although He had done so
many rsigns before them, they did
not believe in Him,

38that the word of Isaiah the
prophet might be fulfilled, which he
sspoke:

“Lord, who has believed our
report?

And to whom has the arm of
the LORD been revealed?”

39Therefore they could not be-
lieve, because Isaiah tsaid again:
40“He has ublinded their eyes and

hardened their hearts,
vLest they should see with their

eyes,
Lest they should understand

with their hearts and turn,
So that I should heal them.”

41These things Isaiah said wwhen*

he saw His glory and spoke of Him.
42Nevertheless even among the

rulers many xbelieved in Him, but
because of the Pharisees they did
not confess Him, lest they should be
put out of the synagogue;

43 y for they loved the praise of
men more than the praise of God.

44Then Jesus cried out and said,
“He who believes in Me, zbelieves
not in Me but in aaHim who sent
Me.

45“And he who sees Me bbsees
Him who sent Me.

25a“He who loves his life will lose
it, and he who hates his life in this
world will keep it for eternal blife.

26“If anyone serves Me, let him
cfollow Me; and dwhere I am, there
My servant will be also. If anyone
serves Me, him My Father will
ehonor.

27“Now My soul is troubled, and
what shall I fsay? g‘Father, save Me
from this hour’? hBut for this pur-
pose I came to this hour.

28“Father, glorify Your name.”
Then a ivoice came from heaven,
saying, “I have both glorified it and
will glorify it again.”

29Therefore the people who stood
by and heard it said that it had thun-
dered. Others said, “An jangel has
spoken to Him.”

30Jesus answered and said, “This
voice did not come because of Me,
but for your sake.

31“Now is the judgment of this
world; now the kruler of this world
will be cast out.

32“And I, if I am llifted up from
the earth, will draw all peoples to
Myself.”

33This He said, signifying by what
mdeath He would die.

34The people answered Him, “We
have heard from the law that the
nChrist remains forever; and how
can You say, ‘The Son of Man must
be lifted up’? Who is this Son of
Man?”

35Then Jesus said to them, o“A lit-
tle while longer the light is with
you. Walk while you have the light,
lest darkness overtake you; phe who
walks in darkness does not know
where he is going.
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1474 JOHN 12:25–45

*12:41 NU-Text reads because.

62:1–4) had to be deferred until the King’s return in glory
(Acts 15:16–17). But now a greater hour has arrived—the
hour of the King’s glorification through death and resurrec-
tion (John 12:23–24,28); this hour, set by the determined
purpose and foreknowledge of God, will bring eternal life
to all who believe, whether Jews or Gentiles (8:24,32).

12:24 Chapters 12—17 are a progression according to
the order of approach to God in the tabernacle types. Chap-
ter 12, in which Christ speaks of His death, answers to the
bronze altar of burnt offering, a figure of the cross. The next
step between the altar and the Most Holy Place is the laver
(Ex. 30:17–21), answering to ch. 13, where Christ washes
the disciples’ feet. In chs. 14—16, with His now purified
believer-priests (1 Pet. 2:5), the High Priest enters into and
shares the blessed fellowship of the Holy Place. In ch. 17,

the High Priest enters alone into the Most Holy Place to in-
tercede for His own blood-purchased people (Heb.
7:24–28). That intercession is not for the salvation but the
keeping and blessing of those for whom He prays. His
death (assumed as accomplished, 17:4) has saved them.

12:25,31 world. Greek kosmos. See Rev. 13:8, note.
12:31 judgment. This judgment refers to Jesus Christ as

bearing the believer’s sins, which have been judged in the
Person of Jesus Christ “lifted up” on the cross. The result
was death for Christ and justification for the believer, who
can never again be put in jeopardy (5:24; Rom. 5:9; 8:1;
2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 3:13; Heb. 9:26–28; 10:10,14–17; 1 Pet.
2:24; 3:18). For other judgments, see 1 Cor. 11:31, note;
2 Cor. 5:10, note; Matt. 25:32, note; Ezek. 20:37, note;
Jude 6, note; Rev. 20:12, note.



46“I have come as a a light into
the world, that whoever bbelieves
in Me should not abide in darkness.

47“And if anyone hears My words
and does not believe,* I do not judge
him; for I did not ccome to judge the
world but to dsave the world.

48“He who rejects Me, and does
not receive My words, has that
which judges him—the word that I
have espoken will judge him in the
last fday.

49“For I have not spoken on My
own authority; but the Father who
sent Me gave Me a command, what
I should say and what I should
speak.

50“And I know that His command
is everlasting glife. Therefore, what-
ever I speak, just as the Father has
told Me, so I hspeak.”

IV. The Private Ministry
of the Son of God, 13—17

John 13—14 were spoken in the
upper room (cp. Mark 14:14–16)

13NOW before the feast of the
Passover, when Jesus knew

that His ihour had come that He
should depart from this world to the
Father, having loved His own who
were in the world, He jloved them
to the end.

The last Passover: Jesus washes
disciples’ feet (Matt. 26:20–24;
Mark 14:17; Luke 22:14,21–23)

2And supper being ended,* the
kdevil having already put it into the
heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son,
to betray Him,

3Jesus, knowing that the Father
had lgiven all things into His hands,
and that He had mcome from God
and was ngoing to God,

4rose from supper and olaid aside
His garments, took a towel and gird-
ed Himself.

5After that, He poured pwater
into a basin and qbegan to rwash
the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them
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c Christ (first ad-

vent): vv. 46-47;
John 16:27.
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note
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12:50
g Life (eternal): v.
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note)
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with the towel with which He was
girded.

6Then He came to Simon Peter.
And Peter said to Him, “Lord, sare
You washing my feet?”

7Jesus answered and said to him,
“What I am doing you do not tun-
derstand now, but you will know af-
ter this.”

8Peter said to Him, “You shall
never wash my feet!” Jesus an-
swered him, “If I do not wash you,
you have uno part with Me.”

9Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord,
not my feet only, but also my hands
and my head!”

10Jesus said to him, “He who is
bathed needs only to wash his feet,
but is vcompletely clean; and you
are clean, but not all of you.”

11For He wknew who would be-
tray Him; therefore He said, “You
are not all clean.”

12So when He had xwashed their
feet, taken His garments, and sat
down again, He said to them, “Do
you know what I have done to you?

13“You call Me yTeacher and
Lord, and you say well, for so I am.

14“If I then, your Lord and
*12:47 NU-Text reads keep them. *13:2 NU-
Text reads And during supper.

12:46,47 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
13:1 before the feast. For the order of all of the events

on the night of the Passover Supper, see Matt. 26:20, note.
world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.

13:10 THE IMAGERY OF BATHED 
AND WASH

The words “bathed” and “wash” in this verse are trans-
lated from two different Greek words. The first is from
the Greek louō and denotes complete ablution. “Wash”
is from the Greek niptō, which is the usual NT word for
washing the hands or feet (e.g. Matt. 15:2; John 9:15;
1 Tim. 5:10).

The underlying imagery is of an oriental returning
from the public baths to his house. His feet would ac-
quire defilement and require cleansing, but not his
body. So the believer is cleansed as before the law from
all sin “once for all” (Heb. 10:1–12), but needs through-
out his earthly life to bring his daily sins to the Father in
confession, so that he may abide in unbroken fellow-
ship with the Father and with the Son (1 John 1:1–10).
The blood of Christ answers forever to all the law could
say as to the believer’s guilt, but he needs constant
cleansing from the defilement of sin. See Eph. 5:25–27;
1 John 5:6. Typically, the order of approach to the pres-
ence of God was, first, the bronze altar of sacrifice;
then, the laver of cleansing (Ex. 40:6–7). See, also, the
order in Ex. 30:17–21. Christ will not have communion
with a defiled saint, but He can and will cleanse him.



das had the qmoney box, that Jesus
had said to him, “Buy those things
we need for the feast,” or that he
should give something to the poor.

30Having received the piece of
bread, he then went out immediate-
ly. And it was rnight.

31So, when he had gone out, Jesus
said, “Now the sSon of Man is glori-
fied, and God is tglorified in Him.

32“If God is uglorified in Him,
God will also glorify Him in Him-
self, and glorify Him immediately.

33“Little children, I shall be with
you a vlittle while longer. You will
seek Me; and was I said to the Jews,
‘Where I am going, you cannot
come,’ so now I say to you.

34“A new commandment I give to
you, that you xlove yone another; as
I have loved you, that you also love
one another.

35“By this all will know that you
are My disciples, if you have zlove
for aaone another.”

Jesus foretells Peter’s denial
(Matt. 26:30–35; Mark 14:26–31;

Luke 22:31–34)
36Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord,

where are You going?” Jesus an-
swered him, “Where I am bbgoing
you cannot follow Me now, ccbut
you shall follow Me afterward.”

37Peter said to Him, “Lord, why
can I not follow You now? I will
ddlay down my life for Your sake.”

38Jesus answered him, “Will you
lay down your life for My sake?
jMost assuredly, I say to you, the
rooster shall not eecrow till you
have denied Me three times.

Jesus comforts His apostles:
He announces His coming for them

14 ff“LET not your heart be
troubled; you ggbelieve in

God, believe also in Me.
2“In My Father’s house are many

mansions;* if it were not so, I would
have told you. I go to hhprepare a
place for you.*

Teacher, have washed your feet,
ayou also ought to wash one anoth-
er’s feet.

15“For I have given you an bex-
ample, that you should cdo as I have
done to you.

16“Most assuredly, I say to you, a
dservant is not greater than his mas-
ter; nor is he who is sent greater
than he who sent him.

17e“If you know these things,
blessed are you if you do them.

18“I do not speak concerning all
of you. I know whom I have fcho-
sen; but that the gScripture may be
hfulfilled, ‘He who eats bread with
Me* has lifted up his heel against
Me.’

19“Now I tell you ibefore it
comes, that when it does come to
pass, you may believe that I am He.

20 j“Most assuredly, I say to you,
he who kreceives whomever I send
receives Me; and he who receives
Me receives Him who sent Me.”

Jesus predicts His betrayal
(Matt. 26:21–25; Mark 14:18–21;

Luke 22:21–23)
21When Jesus had said these

things, He was troubled in spirit,
and testified and said, j“Most as-
suredly, I say to you, one of you will
lbetray Me.”

22Then the disciples looked at
one another, perplexed about whom
He spoke.

23Now there was leaning on
Jesus’ bosom one of His disciples,
mwhom Jesus loved.

24Simon Peter therefore mo-
tioned to him to ask who it was of
whom He spoke.

25Then, leaning back* on Jesus’
breast, he said to Him, “Lord, who
is it?”

26Jesus answered, “It is he to
whom I shall give a piece of bread
when I have dipped it.” And having
dipped the bread, He gave it to nJu-
das Iscariot, the son of Simon.

27Now after the piece of bread,
oSatan pentered him. Then Jesus
said to him, “What you do, do
quickly.”

28But no one at the table knew
for what reason He said this to him.

29For some thought, because Ju-
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1476 JOHN 13:15—14:2

*13:18 NU-Text reads My bread. *13:25 NU-
Text and M-Text add thus. *14:2 Literally
dwellings * NU-Text adds a word which would
cause the text to read either if it were not so, would
I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?
or if it were not so I would have told you; for I go to
prepare a place for you



3“And if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will acome again and re-
ceive you to Myself; that where I
am, there you may be also.

4“And where I go you know, and
the way you know.”

5bThomas said to Him, “Lord, we
do not know where You are going,
and how can we know the way?”

6Jesus said to him, c“I am the
dway, the etruth, and the flife. gNo
one comes to the Father hexcept
through Me.

Jesus and the Father are one
7 i“If you had known Me, you

would have known My Father also;
and from now on you know Him
and have seen Him.”

8Philip said to Him, “Lord, show
us the Father, and it is sufficient for
us.”

9Jesus said to him, “Have I been
with you so long, and yet you have
not known Me, Philip? jHe who has
seen Me has seen the Father; so
how can you say, ‘Show us the Fa-
ther’?

10“Do you not believe that kI am
in the Father, and the Father in Me?
The lwords that I speak to you I do
not speak on My own authority; but
the Father who dwells in Me mdoes
the works.

11“Believe Me that I am in the Fa-
ther and the Father in Me, or else
believe Me for the sake of the
nworks themselves.

12o“Most assuredly, I say to you,
he who believes in Me, the works
that I do he will do also; and greater

14:11
n John 5:36

14:12
o John 1:51;

5:19,24,25;
6:26,32,47,53;
8:34,51,58;
10:1,7; 12:24;
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14:12; 16:20,23
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q John 13:31

14:15
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note). John
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note
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note
u Holy Spirit (NT):
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14:17
v John 16:13;
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x John 7:38-39;
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1 John 3:24

14:19
y Rom. 5:10;

2 Cor. 4:10
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Luke 1:79
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18:37
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10; John 14:24.
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works than these he will do, be-
cause I go to My Father.

New privilege in prayer
13“And whatever you pask in My

name, that I will do, that the Father
may be qglorified in the Son.

14“If you ask* anything in My
name, I will do it.

Promise of Spirit’s indwelling
15“If you r love Me, keep* My

commandments.
16“And I will pray the Father, and

He will sgive you another tHelper,
that uHe may abide with you for-
ever—

17“the uSpirit of vtruth, whom the
world wcannot receive, because it
neither sees Him nor knows Him;
but you know Him, for He dwells
with you and will be xin you.

18“I will not leave you orphans; I
will come to you.

19“A little while longer and the
world will see Me no more, but you
will see Me. yBecause I live, zyou
will live also.

20“At that day you will know that
kI am in My Father, and you in Me,
and I in you.

21“He who has My command-
ments and keeps them, it is he who
r loves Me. And he who loves Me
will be loved by My Father, and I
will love him and manifest Myself
to him.”

22Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him,
“Lord, how is it that You will mani-
*14:14 NU-Text adds Me. *14:15 NU-Text
reads you will keep.

14:3 receive you. As a part of this discourse, which has
been of comfort to the Church throughout the centuries,
the Lord gives a promise of His personal return for His own
people, a doctrine that is expanded by the Apostle Paul in
1 Thess. 4:13–18. This aspect of Christ’s return is to be dis-
tinguished from His coming to the earth to establish His
kingdom (Rev. 19:11–16).

14:16 Helper. Greek paraklētos meaning one called
alongside to help; thus, a helper, a comforter; in 1 John
2:1, “an Advocate with the Father.” Christ is the Christian’s
Paraclete with the Father when the Christian sins; the Holy
Spirit is the Christian’s indwelling Paraclete to help his ig-
norance and infirmity, and to make intercession (Rom.
8:26–27). See Holy Spirit, Acts 2:4, note. Furthermore,
Christ also intercedes as well as advocates (Rom. 8:34;
Heb. 7:25).

14:17,19 world. Greek kosmos. See Rev. 13:8, note.
14:20 you in Me. The new relationship described in the

words “you in Me, and I in you” introduces the NT mystery
of the body of Christ. The position of the Church in Christ,
as composed of members of His body (compare Eph.
3:1–7), and the truth of Christ as indwelling the believer
(compare Col. 1:24–27) are central features in the Pauline
doctrine of the Church, and are here revealed to the disci-
ples for the first time by Christ. The living union of the
members of the body is explained by Christ in the figure of
the vine and the branches (John 15:1–11).

14:21 keeps them. Observe that the Lord correlates
love for Him with obedience to Him. To love Christ means
to care enough about Him to keep His commandments (vv.
23–24). But we cannot keep His commandments unless
we search the Scriptures to find out what they are.



The Vine and the branches

15 r“I AM the true svine, and
My Father is the vinedresser.

2“Every branch in Me that does
tnot bear fruit He takes away;* and
every branch that bears fruit He
prunes, that it may bear umore fruit.

3“You are already vclean because
of the word which I have spoken to
you.

4w“Abide in Me, and I in you. As
the branch cannot bear fruit of itself,
unless it abides in the vine, neither
can you, unless you abide in Me.

5 r“I am the vine, you are the
branches. He who abides in Me,
and I in him, bears much xfruit; for
without Me you can do ynothing.

6“If anyone does not abide in Me,
he is cast out as a branch and is
withered; and they gather them and
throw them into the fire, and they
are burned.

7“If you abide in Me, and My
words zabide in you, you will* ask
what you desire, and it shall be
aadone for you.

8“By this My Father is bbglorified,
that you bear much fruit; so you will
be My disciples.

9“As the Father ccloved Me, I also
have loved you; abide in My love.

10“If you keep My command-
ments, you will abide in My love,
just as I have kept My Father’s com-
mandments and abide in His love.

11“These things I have spoken to
you, that My joy may remain in you,
and that your joy may be full.

12dd“This is My eecommandment,
that you love one another as I have
loved you.

fest Yourself to us, and not to the
world?”

23Jesus answered and said to him,
“If anyone aloves Me, he will keep
My word; and My Father will love
him, and We will come to him and
make Our home with him.

24“He who does not love Me does
not keep My words; and the bword
which you hear is not Mine but the
Father’s who sent Me.

25“These things I have spoken to
you while being present with you.

26“But the cHelper, the dHoly
eSpirit, whom the Father will fsend
in My name, He will gteach you all
things, and bring to your hremem-
brance all things that I said to you.

Christ’s bequest of peace
27 i“Peace I leave with you, jMy

peace I give to you; not as the world
gives do I give to you. Let not your
heart be ktroubled, neither let it be
afraid.

28“You have heard Me say to you,
‘I am going away and lcoming back
to you.’ If you loved Me, you would
rejoice because I said,* ‘I am mgoing
to the Father,’ for My Father is
greater than I.

29“And now I have told you be-
fore it comes, that when it does
come to pass, you may nbelieve.

30“I will no longer talk much with
you, for the oruler of this world is
coming, and he has pnothing in Me.

31“But that the world may know
that I love the Father, and as the Fa-
ther gave Me qcommandment, so I
do. Arise, let us go from here.
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John 13:31;
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15:17. (John
13:34; 2 John 5,
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1 John 3:16

14:24
b Inspiration: v.

24; John 15:25.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note).
Deut. 18:18;
John 12:49;
17:8

14:26
c See 1 John 2:1,

note
d Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 26; John
15:26. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

e See Luke 11:13,
note

f John 15:26
g 1 Cor. 2:13; cp.

1 John 2:27
h John 2:22;

12:16
14:27

i See Matt. 10:34,
note

j John 16:33
k v. 1

14:28
l Christ (second

advent): v. 28;
John 16:16.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

m John 7:33; 16:5;
17:11

14:29
n John 13:19

14:30
o Satan: v. 30;

John 17:15.
(Gen. 3:1; Rev.
20:10, note).
John 12:31;
16:11; 2 Cor.
4:4; Eph. 2:2

1478 JOHN 14:23—15:12

*14:28 NU-Text omits I said. *15:2 Or lifts up
*15:7 NU-Text omits you will.

14:22,27,30 world. Greek kosmos. See Rev. 13:8, note.
14:31 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
15:1 true vine. Christ is the “true vine”—”true” in con-

trast with Israel. See Is. 5:1–7.
15:2 prunes. Three conditions of a fruitful life are

shown here: (1) cleansing, vv. 2–3; compare John 13:10,
note; (2) abiding, v. 4, note; and (3) obedience, vv. 10,12.
(See Law of Christ, Gal. 6:2; 2 John 5, note).

15:4 abides. To abide in Christ is, on the one hand, to
have no known sin unjudged and unconfessed, no interest
into which He is not brought, no life which He cannot
share. On the other hand, the “abiding” one takes all bur-
dens to Him, and draws all wisdom, life, and strength from

Him. It is not unceasing consciousness of these things, and
of Him, but that nothing is allowed in the life which sepa-
rates from Him. See Fellowship, 1 John 1:3–7; Commu-
nion, 1 Cor. 10:16.

15:8 much fruit. There are four degrees in fruit-bear-
ing: (1) no fruit (“does not bear fruit,” v. 2); (2) “fruit” (v. 2);
(3) “more fruit” (v. 2); and (4) “much fruit” (vv. 5,8). As we
bear “much fruit,” the Father is glorified in us. The fruit
may be converts (Rom. 1:13); Christian character—the fruit
of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22–23); and conduct—the fruits of righ-
teousness (Rom. 6:21–22; Phil. 1:11). The moralities and
graces of Christianity, which are the fruit of the Spirit, are
often imitated but never duplicated.



13“Greater love has no one than
this, than to alay down one’s life for
his friends.

14“You are My friends if you do
whatever I bcommand you.

New intimacy
15“No longer do I call you ser-

vants, for a servant does not know
what his master is doing; but I have
called you friends, for all things that
I heard from My Father I have made
cknown to you.

16“You did not choose Me, but I
dchose you and appointed you that
you should go and bear fruit, and
that your fruit should remain, that
whatever you ask the Father ein My
name He may give you.

17“These things I command you,
that you flove one another.

The world’s attitude
toward believers in Christ

18“If the world hates you, you
know that it ghated Me before it
hated you.

19“If you were of the world, the
world would love its own. Yet be-
cause you are not of the world, but I
hchose you iout of the world, there-
fore the world jhates you.

20“Remember the word that I
ksaid to you, ‘A servant is not
greater than his master.’ If they per-
secuted Me, they will also persecute
you. If they kept My word, they will
keep yours also.

21“But all these things they will
do to you for My name’s sake, be-
cause they do not know Him who
sent Me.

22“If I had not come and spoken
to them, they would have no lsin,
but now they have no mexcuse for
their sin.

23n“He who hates Me hates My
Father also.

24“If I had not done among them
the works which no one else did,
they would have no osin; but now
they have pseen and also hated both
Me and My Father.

15:26
t Holy Spirit (NT):

vv. 26-27; John
16:7. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

15:27
u Inspiration: v.

27; John 16:13.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

v Mark 3:14; Luke
1:2

16:2
w John 9:22; cp.

John 9:34
x Cp. Acts 7:57-

60; 8:1; Phil.
3:4-6

16:3
y John 8:19; Acts

13:27; cp. John
14:9

16:4
z Mark 3:14; Luke

1:2
16:5

aa vv. 5,16-17;
John 7:33;
13:33; 14:28;
17:11

16:6
bb Matt. 17:23;

John 16:20,22
16:7

cc Holy Spirit
(NT): vv. 7-11;
John 16:13.
(Matt. 1:18;
Acts 2:4, note)

dd See John
14:16 and
1 John 2:1,
notes

ee Mark 16:19;
Luke 24:51;
Acts 1:9-11

ff Acts 1:8; 2:1-
4; see Luke
11:13, note

16:8
gg Acts 1:8; 2:1-

4; see Luke
11:13, note

hh See Rom.
3:23, note

ii Cp. Acts
24:25

jj See Rom.
3:21, note

16:9
kk Cp. 1 John

5:10
16:10

ll Cp. John
14:12

15:13
a 1 John 3:16; cp.

John 10:11,15,
17,18; 13:37,
38; 1 John 3:16

15:14
b v. 10; Matt.

28:20; John
14:15,21; Acts
10:42; 1 John
3:23-24

15:15
c Cp. Gen. 18:17

with 2 Chr. 20:7
15:16

d Election (person-
al): v. 16; John
15:19. (Deut.
7:6; 1 Pet. 5:13,
note)

e John 16:23,24
15:17

f Law (of Christ):
v. 17; John
17:26. (John
13:34; 2 John 5,
note)

15:18
g v. 25

15:19
h Election (person-

al): v. 19; Acts
1:2. (Deut. 7:6;
1 Pet. 5:13,
note)

i Separation: v.
19; John 17:6.
(Gen. 12:1;
2 Cor. 6:17,
note)

j John 17:14; cp.
John 7:7

15:20
k John 13:16

15:22
l See Rom. 3:23,

note
m Cp. 1 Thess.

2:5; 1 Pet. 2:16
15:23

n v. 24; cp. v. 18
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25“But this happened that the

word might be fulfilled which is
qwritten in their law, r‘They hated
Me without a cause.’

26“But when the sHelper comes,
whom I shall send to you from the
Father, the tSpirit of truth who pro-
ceeds from the Father, He will testi-
fy of Me.

27“And you also will bear uwit-
ness, because you have been with
Me from the vbeginning.

Jesus warns of persecution
(cp. Matt. 24:9–10; Luke 21:16–19)

16“THESE things I have spoken
to you, that you should not

be made to stumble.
2“They will wput you out of the

synagogues; yes, the time is coming
that whoever kills you will xthink
that he offers God service.

3“And these things they will do to
you* because they have ynot known
the Father nor Me.

4“But these things I have told
you, that when the* time comes,
you may remember that I told you
of them. And these things I did not
say to you at the zbeginning, be-
cause I was with you.

5“But now I aago away to Him
who sent Me, and none of you asks
Me, ‘Where are You going?’

6“But because I have said these
things to you, bbsorrow has filled
your heart.

Threefold work of the Spirit
toward the world

7“Nevertheless I tell you the truth.
It is to your advantage that I go away;
for if I do not go away, ccthe ddHelper
will not come to you; but if I eede-
part, I will ffsend Him to you.

8“And when He has ggcome, He
will convict the world of hhsin, iiand
of jjrighteousness, and of judgment:

9“of sin, kkbecause they do not
believe in Me;

10“of righteousness, llbecause I
*16:3 NU-Text and M-Text omit to you.
*16:4 NU-Text reads their.

15:15 No longer . . . servants. Observe the progressive
intimacy between the Lord and His disciples, as recorded
in John’s Gospel: (1) servants (13:13,16); (2) friends
(15:15); and (3) brethren (20:17).

15:18 world. Greek kosmos. See Rev. 13:8, note.
15:19; 16:8 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, 

note.



18They said therefore, “What is
this that He says, ‘A little while’?
We do not know what He is saying.”

19Now Jesus mknew that they de-
sired to ask Him, and He said to
them, “Are you inquiring among
yourselves about what I said, ‘A lit-
tle while, and you will not see Me;
and again a little while, and you will
see Me’?

20n“Most assuredly, I say to you
that you will weep and olament, but
the world will prejoice; and you will
be sorrowful, but your sorrow will
be turned into q joy.

21“A woman, when she is in rla-
bor, has sorrow because her hour
has come; but as soon as she has
given birth to the child, she no
longer remembers the anguish, for
joy that a human being has been
born into the world.

22“Therefore you now have sor-
row; but I will see you again and
your heart will rejoice, and your
s joy no one will take from you.

23“And in that day you will ask
Me nothing. nMost assuredly, I say
to you, whatever you task the Fa-
ther uin My name He will give you.

24“Until now you have asked
nothing in My name. tAsk, and you
will receive, that your v joy may be
wfull.

ago to My Father and you see Me no
more;

11“of judgment, bbecause the
ruler of this world is judged.

After His ascension Christ to continue
to reveal truth through the Spirit

12“I still have many things to say
to you, but you cannot bear them
now.

13“However, when He, the cSpirit
of truth, has come, He will dguide
you into all truth; for He will not
speak on His own authority, but
whatever He ehears He will speak;
and He will ftell you things to come.

14g“He will glorify Me, for He will
take of what is Mine and declare it
to you.

15h“All things that the Father has
are Mine. Therefore I said that He
will take of Mine and declare it to
you.*

Jesus speaks of His death,
resurrection, and second advent

16“A i little while, and you will
not see Me; and again a little while,
and you will jsee Me, because I kgo
to the Father.”

17Then some of His disciples said
among themselves, “What is this
that He says to us, ‘A little while,
and you will not see Me; and again
a little while, and you will see Me’;
and, ‘because I lgo to the Father’?”
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1480 JOHN 16:11–24

*16:15 NU-Text and M-Text read He takes of Mine
and will declare it to you.

16:11 world. Greek kosmos. See Rev. 13:8, note. 16:20,21 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.

16:12 CHRIST’S PREAUTHENTICATION OF 
THE NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES

(1) He expressly declared that He was leaving “many things” unrevealed (v. 12).
(2) He promised that this revelation would be completed after the Spirit came (v. 13, “guide you into all truth”).
(3) He outlined in advance exactly the elements of NT revelation: (a) historical—”bring to your remembrance all

things that I said to you” (14:26); (b) doctrinal—interpretation of the historical facts, “teach you all things” (14:26;
16:14); and (c) prophetic—”tell you things to come” (16:13).

(4) He chose certain persons to receive and witness to the revelations (Matt. 28:19; John 15:27; 16:13; Acts 1:8;
9:15–17).

(5) He gave to their words, when speaking for Him in the Spirit, precisely the same authority as His own words (Matt.
10:14–15; Luke 10:16; John 13:20; 15:20; 17:20; see e.g. 1 Cor. 14:37 for Paul’s consciousness of this authority).

(6) That Christ expected this new revelation would be recorded is evident from such passages as John 17:20 and Acts
1:8, for only thus could the accurate witness of the chosen writers reach all nations after they had passed away. And

(7) that some of the new revelation was recorded by men outside the original apostolic group (e.g. Mark and Luke)
is explained by the fact that there were “prophets” in the early Church who, like Paul, were chosen by the ascended
Christ (Eph. 4:11), and who not only received new revelation (Eph. 3:4–5) but also recorded it in “Scriptures” (Rom.
16:25–26). See 2 Tim. 3:16, note.



25“These things I have spoken to
you in figurative language; but the
time is coming when I will no
longer speak to you in a figurative
language, but I will tell you bplainly
about the Father.

26“In that day you will ask in My
name, and I do not say to you that I
shall pray the Father for you;

27“for the Father Himself c loves
you, because you have loved Me,
and have believed that I dcame
forth from God.

28“I ecame forth from the Father
and have come into the world.
Again, I leave the world and go to
the Father.”

29His disciples said to Him, “See,
now You are speaking fplainly, and
using no gfigure of speech!

30“Now we are sure that You
hknow all things, and have no need
that anyone should question You. By
this we believe that You icame forth
from God.”

31Jesus answered them, “Do you
now believe?

32“Indeed the hour is coming,
yes, has now come, that you will be
jscattered, each to his own, and will
leave Me alone. And yet I am not
alone, because the Father is with
Me.

33“These things I have spoken to
you, that in Me you may have
kpeace. In the world you will* have
tribulation; but be of good cheer, I
have lovercome the world.”
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Christ’s high priestly,
intercessory prayer

17JESUS spoke these words,
lifted up His eyes to heaven,

and msaid: “Father, the hour has
come. Glorify Your Son, that Your
Son also may glorify You,

2“as You have given Him authori-
ty over all flesh, that He should*

give eternal nlife to as many as You
have given Him.

3“And this is eternal o life, that
they may pknow You, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ whom You
have sent.

4“I have glorified You on the
earth. I have q finished the work
which You have given Me to do.

5“And now, O Father, glorify Me
together with Yourself, with the glo-
ry which rI had with You before the
world was.

6“I have manifested Your name to
the men whom You have given Me
sout of the world. tThey were Yours,
You gave them to Me, and they
have kept Your word.

7“Now they have known that all
things which You have given Me are
from You.

8“For I have given to them the
uwords which You have given Me;
and they have received them, and
have known surely that I vcame
forth from You; and they have be-
lieved that wYou sent Me.

9“I pray for them. I do not pray
*16:33 NU-Text and M-Text omit will.
*17:2 M-Text reads shall.

16:28 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
16:33 world. Greek kosmos. See Rev. 13:8, note.
17:1 This chapter constitutes the Lord’s own prayer to

His Father. Compare the prayer that He taught to His disci-
ples, known as The Lord’s Prayer (Matt. 6:9–13; Luke
11:2–4. See also notes). Here in ch. 17 the reader may look
deeply into the heart of the Son of God. The petitions are
personal and intercessory, Christ’s high priestly prayer. See
also next note and John 17:2, notes.

Observe the seven petitions in this prayer:
(1) that Jesus may be glorified as the Son who has glori-

fied the Father (v. 1; compare Phil. 2:9–11);
(2) for restoration to the eternal glory (v. 5);
(3) for the safety of believers from (a) the world (v. 11)

and (b) the evil one (v. 15);
(4) for the sanctification of believers (v. 17);
(5) for the spiritual unity of believers (vv. 21–23);
(6) that the world may believe (v. 21); and

(7) that believers may be with Him in heaven to behold
and share His glory (v. 24).

In vv. 1–5 the Lord prays for Himself; in vv. 6–19 He
prays for His disciples; and in vv. 20–26 He prays for all
Christians throughout the whole age.

17:2 give eternal life. Christ’s gifts to those whom the
Father gave Him are: eternal life (v. 2); the Father’s name
(vv. 6,26; compare 20:17); the Father’s words (vv. 8,14);
His own joy (v. 13); and His own glory (v. 22). given Him.
Seven times Jesus speaks of Christians as given to Him by
the Father (vv. 2,6 [twice], 9,11,12,24). Jesus Christ is
God’s love gift to the world (3:16), and believers are the
Father’s love gift to Jesus Christ. It is Christ who commits
the Christian to the Father for safekeeping, so that the be-
liever’s security rests upon the Father’s faithfulness to His
Son Jesus Christ.

17:5,6 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.



You have msent Me, and have loved
them as You have loved Me.

24“Father, I bdesire that they also
whom You gave Me may be uwith
Me where I am, that they may be-
hold My glory which You have giv-
en Me; for You loved Me before the
foundation of the world.

25“O righteous Father! The world
has not known You, but I have
known You; and these have known
that You sent Me.

26“And I have declared to them
Your vname, and will declare it, that
the wlove with which You loved Me
may be xin them, and I in them.”

V. The Sacrifice of the Son
of God, 18—19

Jesus in Gethsemane
(Matt. 26:36–46; Mark 14:32–42;

Luke 22:39–46)

18WHEN Jesus had spoken
these words, He went out

with His disciples over the Brook
yKidron, where there was a garden,
which He and His disciples entered.

Jesus’ betrayal and arrest
(Matt. 26:47–56; Mark 14:43–50;

Luke 22:47–54)
2And Judas, who betrayed Him,

also knew the place; for Jesus often
zmet there with His disciples.

3Then Judas, having received a
detachment of troops, and officers
from the chief priests and aaPhar-
isees, came there with lanterns,
torches, and weapons.

4Jesus therefore, bbknowing all
things that would come upon Him,
ccwent forward and said to them,
“Whom are you seeking?”

5They answered Him, dd“Jesus of
Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am
He.” And Judas, who eebetrayed
Him, also ffstood with them.

6Now when He said to them, “I

for the world but for those whom
You have given Me, for they are
Yours.

10“And all Mine are Yours, and
Yours are Mine, and I am glorified
in them.

11“Now I am no longer in the
world, but these are in the world,
and I acome to You. Holy Father,
bkeep through Your name those
whom You have given Me,* that
they may be one as We are.

12“While I was with them in the
world,* I kept them in Your name.
Those whom You gave Me I have
kept;* and cnone of them is dlost ex-
cept the son of perdition, that the
eScripture might be ffulfilled.

13“But now I acome to You, and
these things I speak in the world,
that they may have My joy fulfilled
in themselves.

14“I have given them Your eword;
and the world has ghated them be-
cause they are hnot of the world,
just as I am not of the world.

15“I do not pray that You should
take them out of the world, ibut
that You should bkeep them from
jthe evil one.

16“They are not of the world, just
as I am hnot of the world.

17k“Sanctify them by Your truth.
lYour eword is truth.

18“As You msent Me into the
world, I also have nsent them into
the world.

19“And for their sakes I ksanctify
Myself, that they also may be osanc-
tified by the truth.

20“I do not pray for these alone,
but also for those who will* pbelieve
in Me through their word;

21“that they all may be one, qas
You, Father, are in Me, and I in You;
that they also may be one in Us,
that the world may believe that rYou
msent Me.

22“And the sglory which You gave
Me I have given them, that they
may be one just as We are one:

23“I in them, and You in Me; that
they may be made tperfect in one,
and that the world may know that
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*17:11 NU-Text and M-Text read keep them
through Your name which You have given Me.
*17:12 NU-Text omits in the world. * NU-Text
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See Matt. 4:8, note.



am He,” they drew back and afell to
the ground.

7Then He asked them again,
“Whom are you seeking?” And they
said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”

8Jesus answered, “I have told you
that I am He. Therefore, if you seek
Me, let these go their way,”

9that the saying might be fulfilled
which He bspoke, “Of those whom
You gave Me I have lost none.”

Peter strikes Malchus
10Then Simon Peter, having a

csword, drew it and struck the high
priest’s servant, and dcut off his
right ear. The servant’s name was
Malchus.

11So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your
sword into the sheath. eShall I not
drink the fcup which My Father has
given Me?”

Jesus brought before high priest
(through v. 27; Matt. 26:57–68;
Mark 14:53–65; Luke 22:63–71)

12Then the detachment of troops
and the captain and the officers of the
Jews arrested Jesus and bound Him.

13And they led Him away to gAn-
nas first, for he was the father-in-
law of hCaiaphas who was high
priest that year.

14Now it was Caiaphas who ad-
vised the Jews ithat it was expedi-
ent that one man should die for the
people.

(Interlude: Peter’s three denials;
see also vv. 25–27; Matt. 26:69–75;

Mark 14:66–72; Luke 22:54–62)
15And Simon Peter j followed

Jesus, and so did kanother* disciple.
Now that disciple was known to the
high priest, and went with Jesus
into the courtyard of the high priest.

16But Peter stood at the door out-
side. Then the other disciple, who
was known to the high priest, went
out and spoke to her who kept the
door, and brought Peter in.
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JOHN 18:7–28 1483
17Then the servant girl who kept

the door said to Peter, “You are not
also one of this Man’s disciples, are
you?” He said, “I am lnot.”

18Now the servants and officers
who had made a mfire of coals stood
there, for it was cold, and they
warmed themselves. And Peter
stood with them and warmed him-
self.

19The high priest then asked
Jesus about His disciples and His
doctrine.

20Jesus answered him, “I spoke
nopenly to the world. I always
taught oin synagogues and pin the
temple, where the Jews always
meet,* and in secret I have said
nothing.

21“Why do you ask Me? Ask
qthose who have heard Me what I
said to them. Indeed they know
what I said.”

22And when He had said these
things, one of the officers who stood
by rstruck Jesus with the palm of his
hand, saying, “Do You answer the
high priest like that?”

23Jesus answered him, “If I have
spoken evil, bear witness of the evil;
but if swell, why do you strike Me?”

24Then tAnnas sent Him bound to
uCaiaphas the high priest.

25Now Simon Peter stood and
warmed himself. Therefore they
said to him, “You are not also one of
His disciples, are you?” He denied it
and said, “I am vnot!”

26One of the servants of the high
priest, a relative of him whose ear
Peter cut off, said, “Did I not see
you in the garden with Him?”

27Peter then wdenied again; and
immediately a xrooster crowed.

Jesus before Pilate (Matt. 27:2,11–14;
Mark 15:1–5; Luke 23:1–7,13–15)
28Then they led Jesus from Caia-

phas to the Praetorium, and it was
*18:15 M-Text reads the other. *18:20 NU-
Text reads where all the Jews meet.

18:13 led Him away. For the order of events following
Christ’s arrest, see Matt. 26:57, note.

18:19 doctrine. Or teaching. Mark 4:2; John 7:16–17;
2 John 9.

18:20 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
18:27 rooster. This was not a particular rooster; it was

the time in the morning designated as “cockcrow.” Com-
pare Mark 13:35; 14:30,72.

Caiaphas: The high priest who conducted the illegal
trial of Jesus in front of the Sanhedrin.



said to them, “I find pno fault in
Him at all.”

Jesus condemned: Barabbas preferred
(Matt. 27:15–21; Mark 15:6–11;

Luke 23:18–19)
39“But you have a custom that I

should release someone to you at
the Passover. Do you therefore want
me to release to you the qrKing of
the Jews?”

40Then they all cried again, say-
ing, s“Not this Man, but Barabbas!”
Now Barabbas was a robber.

Jesus crowned with thorns
(Matt. 27:27–30; Mark 15:16–18)

19SO then Pilate took Jesus and
tscourged Him.

2And the soldiers twisted a crown
of thorns and put it on His head,
and they put on Him a purple robe.

3Then they said,* “Hail, uvKing of
the Jews!” And they wstruck Him
with their hands.

Pilate makes final effort
to release Jesus (Matt. 27:22–26;
Mark 15:12–15; Luke 23:20–25)

4Pilate then went out again, and
said to them, “Behold, I am bring-
ing Him out to you, that you may
know that I find xno fault in Him.”

5Then Jesus came out, wearing
the crown of thorns and the purple
robe. And Pilate said to them, y“Be-
hold the Man!”

6Therefore, when the chief
priests and officers saw Him, they
cried out, saying, “Crucify Him, cru-
cify Him!” Pilate said to them, “You
take Him and crucify Him, for I find
zno fault in Him.”

7The Jews answered him, “We
have a law, and according to our*

early morning. But they themselves
did not go into athe Praetorium, lest
they should be defiled, but that they
might eat the Passover.

29bPilate then went out to them
and said, “What accusation do you
bring against this Man?”

30They answered and said to him,
“If He were not an evildoer, we
would not have delivered Him up to
you.”

31Then Pilate said to them, “You
take Him and judge Him according
to your c law.” Therefore the Jews
said to him, “It is not lawful for us
to put anyone to death,”

32that the saying of Jesus might
be fulfilled which He dspoke, esigni-
fying by what death He would die.

33Then Pilate entered the Praeto-
rium again, called Jesus, and said to
Him, “Are You the fKing of the
Jews?”

34Jesus answered him, “Are you
speaking for yourself about this, or
did others tell you this concerning
Me?”

35Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew?
Your own nation and the chief
priests have delivered You to me.
What have You done?”

36Jesus ganswered, “My hkingdom
is not of this world. If My ikingdom
were of this world, My servants
would jfight, so that I should not be
delivered to the Jews; but now My
kingdom is not from khere.”

37Pilate therefore said to Him,
“Are You a king then?” Jesus an-
swered, “You say rightly that I am a
king. For this cause I was born, and
for this cause I have come into the
world, lthat I should bear mwitness
to the ntruth. Everyone who is of
the truth ohears My voice.”

38Pilate said to Him, “What is
truth?” And when he had said this,
he went out again to the Jews, and
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*19:3 NU-Text reads And they came up to Him
and said. *19:7 NU-Text reads the law.

18:28,39 Passover. Approximately A.D. 29. Compare
John 2:13; 6:4; 11:55; see Ex. 12:11, note.

18:36 This verse has erroneously been taken to mean
that Christ was disavowing that His kingdom would be es-
tablished on earth. Apart from the incompatibility of such a
view with the entire testimony of Scripture (compare Luke
1:33; Rev. 11:15), it conflicts with the remainder of the
verse. Earthly kingdoms are inaugurated, carried on, and
brought to an end by human force, but His kingdom would

be ushered in and maintained by His personal appearance
and omnipotence. of this. Greek ek, out of; or according
to. world. Greek kosmos. See Rev. 13:8, note.

18:37 You say rightly. This is a clear, affirmative an-
swer, according to the Greek idiom, though English re-
quires the addition of “rightly” or a similar word. Observe
what follows in the text: “for this cause I was born,”
etc. world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.



a law He ought to die, because He
made Himself the Son of God.”

8Therefore, when Pilate heard
that saying, bhe was the more afraid,

9and went again into the Praetori-
um, and said to Jesus, “Where are
You from?” But Jesus gave him cno
answer.

10Then Pilate said to Him, “Are
You not speaking to me? Do You not
know that I have power to crucify
You, and power to release You?”

11Jesus answered, d“You could
have no power at all against Me un-
less it had been egiven you from
above. Therefore fthe one who de-
livered Me to you has the greater
gsin.”

12From then on Pilate sought to
release Him, but the Jews cried out,
saying, “If you let this Man go, you
are not Caesar’s friend. Whoever
makes himself a king speaks against
hCaesar.”

13 iWhen Pilate therefore heard
that saying, he brought Jesus out
and sat down in the judgment seat
in a place that is called The Pave-
ment, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha.

14Now it was the Preparation Day
of the Passover, and about the sixth
hour. And he said to the Jews, “Be-
hold your jKing!”

15But they cried out, “Away with
Him, away with Him! Crucify Him!”
Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify
your kKing?” The chief priests an-
swered, “We have no lking but Cae-
sar!”

Jesus is crucified (Matt. 27:31–50;
Mark 15:19–37; Luke 23:26–46)

16Then he delivered Him to them
to be mcrucified. So they took Jesus
and led Him away.*

17And He, bearing His cross,
nwent out to a place called the Place
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o See Mark 15:22,
note
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Prov. 29:25; Is.
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Luke 23:2-3
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of a Skull, which is called in He-
brew, oGolgotha,

18where they pcrucified Him, and
qtwo others with Him, one on ei-
ther side, and Jesus in the center.

19Now Pilate wrote a title and put
it on the cross. And the writing
was:

JESUS OF NAZARETH,
THE rKING OF THE JEWS.

20Then many of the Jews read
this title, for the place where Jesus
was crucified was near the city; and
it was written in sHebrew, tGreek,
and Latin.

21Therefore the chief priests of
the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not
write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but,
‘He said, “I am the King of the
Jews.” ’ ”

22Pilate answered, “What I have
written, I have written.”

23Then the soldiers, when they
had crucified Jesus, took His gar-
ments and made four parts, to each
soldier a part, and also the tunic.
Now the tunic was without seam,
woven from the top in one piece.

24They said therefore among
themselves, “Let us not tear it, but
cast lots for it, whose it shall be,”
that the uScripture might be fulfilled
which vsays:

“They divided My garments
among them,

And for My clothing they cast
lots.”

Therefore the soldiers did these
things.

25Now there wstood by the cross
of Jesus His xmother, and His moth-
er’s sister, yMary the wife of Clopas,
and zMary Magdalene.

26When Jesus therefore saw His
*19:16 NU-Text omits and led Him away.

19:10,11 power. Or authority. John 10:18.
19:14 sixth hour. 6 A.M. John uses Roman time with the

hours starting at 12 midnight and 12 noon, as is done to-
day. However, the Synoptics use Hebrew reckoning, be-
ginning with sunrise (that is, 6 A.M.; 7 A.M. being the first
hour, etc.). This is apparent from the care with which the
Gospels specify particular hours in relation to the crucifix-
ion. Our Lord was put on the cross at 9 A.M. (“third hour”
Mark 15:25); darkness was over the land from noon until 3
P.M. (“sixth” till “ninth hour,” Matt. 27:45–46; Mark

15:33–34; Luke 23:44). Thus here the “sixth hour” could
not be Hebrew time (noon), but rather 6 A.M., “when morn-
ing came” (Matt. 27:1–2). Acts uses Hebrew time.

19:16 Then he delivered Him. For the order of events
at the crucifixion, see Matt. 27:33, note.

Mary Magdalene: A woman from the town of Mag-
dala who became a loyal follower of Jesus after He
released her of the demons that possessed her. Jesus
appeared to her first after His resurrection.



Jesus is buried
(Matt. 27:57–66; Mark 15:42–47;

Luke 23:50–56)
38After this, Joseph of Arimathea,

being a disciple of Jesus, but secret-
ly, for wfear of the Jews, asked Pilate
that he might take away the body of
Jesus; and Pilate gave him permis-
sion. So he came and took the body
of Jesus.

39And xNicodemus, who at first
came to Jesus by night, also came,
bringing a mixture of ymyrrh and al-
oes, about a hundred zpounds.

40Then they took the body of
Jesus, and bound it in aastrips of
linen with the spices, as the custom
of the Jews is to bury.

41Now in the place where He was
bbcrucified there was a garden, and
in the garden a new tomb in which
ccno one had yet been laid.

42So there they dd laid Jesus, be-
cause of the Jews’ eePreparation
Day, for the tomb was nearby.

VI. The Manifestation of the Son
of God in Resurrection, 20

The resurrection and events
of that day (cp. Matt. 28:1–15;
Mark 16:1–14; Luke 24:1–32)

20NOW on the fffirst day of the
week ggMary Magdalene

hhwent to the tomb early, while it
was still dark, and saw that the
iistone had been taken away from
the tomb.

2Then she ran and came to Simon
Peter, and to the jjother disciple,
kkwhom Jesus loved, and said to
them, “They have lltaken away the
Lord out of the tomb, and we do not
know where they have laid Him.”

3Peter therefore went out, and
the mmother disciple, and were go-
ing to the tomb.

4So they both ran together, and
the nnother disciple outran Peter
and came to the tomb first.

mother, and the adisciple bwhom
He loved standing by, He said to His
mother, c“Woman, behold your
son!”

27Then He said to the disciple,
“Behold your mother!” And from
that hour that disciple took her to
his own home.

28After this, Jesus, knowing* that
all things were now daccomplished,
e that the fScripture might be ful-
filled, said, “I thirst!”

29Now a vessel full of gsour wine
was sitting there; and they filled a
sponge with sour wine, put it on
hyssop, and put it to His mouth.

30So when Jesus had received the
sour wine, He said, “It is finished!”
And bowing His head, He hgave up
His spirit.

Events following His death
(Matt. 27:51–56; Mark 15:38–41;

Luke 23:45,47–49)
31Therefore, because it was the

iPreparation Day, that the bodies
should jnot remain on the cross on
the kSabbath (for that Sabbath was a
lhigh day), the Jews asked Pilate
that their legs might be broken, and
that they might be taken away.

32Then the soldiers came and
broke the legs of the first and of the
other who was crucified mwith Him.

33But when they came to Jesus
and saw that He was already ndead,
they did not break His legs.

34But one of the soldiers opierced
His side with a spear, and immedi-
ately pblood and water came out.

35And he who has seen has testi-
fied, and his testimony is qtrue; and
he knows that he is telling the
truth, so that you may rbelieve.

36For these things were done that
the sScripture should be fulfilled,
t“Not one of His bones shall be bro-
ken.”

37And again another uScripture
says, v“They shall look on Him
whom they pierced.”
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Rev. 1:7
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y Matt. 2:11; cp.

Ps. 45:8
z See Weights and
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Acts 27:28, note
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John 11:44
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ee Matt. 27:62;

Mark 15:42;
Luke 23:54
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ff Acts 20:7;

1 Cor. 16:2;
see Matt.
28:1, note

gg See Luke
1:27, note

hh See Matt.
28:1, note

ii Matt.
27:60,66
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kk John 13:23;

19:26;
21:7,20,24

ll vv. 13,15
20:3

mm John 21:23-24
20:4

nn John 21:23-24
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a Cp. John 18:15

b John 13:23;
20:2; 21:7,20,24

c John 2:4
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d Cp. v. 30

e vv. 24,36,37

f Inspiration: vv.
28-29; John
19:36. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)
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g Ps. 69:21

19:30
h See Matt. 27:50,

note
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i Matt. 27:62;

Mark 15:42;
Luke 23:54

j Deut. 21:23; cp.
Josh. 8:29;
10:26

k Sabbath: v. 31;
Acts 13:14.
(Gen. 2:3; Matt.
12:1, note)

l Ex. 12:16; Lev.
23:6-7

19:32
m Cp. Gal. 2:20;

6:14; Col. 2:20

19:33
n Cp. John 10:18

19:34
o Cp. John

20:20,25,27

p Sacrifice (of
Christ): v. 34;
Acts 13:23.
(Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note). Matt.
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19; 1 John 1:7;
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1486 JOHN 19:27—20:4

*19:28 M-Text reads seeing.

Joseph of Arimathea: A devote Jew and a member of
the council who went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’
body. He then prepared the body and laid it in a tomb.

19:30 “It is finished!” was the shout of victory. See
John 4:34; 17:4; Rom. 10:4; Gal. 3:13; Heb. 10:5–10.

Nicodemus: A Pharisee and member of the Sanhedrin
who spoke to Jesus in secret. He helped prepare Jesus’
body for burial.

20:1 Now on the first day. For the order of events on
the resurrection day, see Matt. 28:1, note.



5And he, stooping down and look-
ing in, saw the alinen cloths lying
there; yet he did not go in.

6Then Simon Peter came, follow-
ing him, and bwent into the tomb;
and he saw the clinen cloths lying
there,

7and the handkerchief that had
been around His head, not lying
with the linen cloths, but folded to-
gether in a place by itself.

8Then the dother disciple, who
came to the tomb first, went in also;
and he saw and ebelieved.

9For as yet they did not know the
fgScripture, that He must hrise again
from the dead.

10Then the disciples iwent away
again to their own homes.

Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene
11But Mary stood outside by the

tomb weeping, and as she wept she
stooped down and looked into the
tomb.

12And she saw two jangels in
white sitting, one at the head and
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k Resurrection: v.

14; John 21:14.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

l Cp. Luke 24:16;
John 21:4
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m Cp. John 18:4

20:16
n John 10:3

20:17
o Luke 24:5; Acts

1:9; Heb. 4:14

p Heb. 2:11

q John 17:11
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a John 20:7; cp.

John 11:44
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b Cp. John 21:7

c John 19:40
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d vv. 2,3,4; John

21:23,24

e Faith: v. 8; John
20:29. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)
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f Inspiration: v. 9;

John 20:31. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

g Ps. 16:10

h Resurrection: v.
9; John 20:14.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

20:10
i Cp. John 21:3
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JOHN 20:5–17 1487
the other at the feet, where the
body of Jesus had lain.

13Then they said to her, “Woman,
why are you weeping?” She said to
them, “Because they have taken
away my Lord, and I do not know
where they have laid Him.”

14Now when she had said this,
she turned around and saw kJesus
standing there, and did not lknow
that it was Jesus.

15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why
are you weeping? mWhom are you
seeking?” She, supposing Him to be
the gardener, said to Him, “Sir, if
You have carried Him away, tell me
where You have laid Him, and I will
take Him away.”

16Jesus said to her, n“Mary!” She
turned and said to Him,* “Rabbo-
ni!” (which is to say, Teacher).

17Jesus said to her, “Do not cling
to Me, for I have not yet oascended
to My Father; but go to My pbreth-
ren and say to them, ‘I am ascend-
ing to qMy Father and your Father,
and to My God and your God.’ ”
*20:16 NU-Text adds in Hebrew.

20:7 handkerchief. Or face cloth. John 11:44.
20:17 Do not cling to Me. Compare Matt. 28:9: “They

came and held Him by the feet.” A contradiction has been
supposed. Three views are held: (1) That Jesus spoke to
Mary, acting, as it were, as the High Priest fulfilling the Day
of Atonement (Lev. 16). Having accomplished the sacrifice,
He was on His way to present the sacred blood in heaven;
and, between the meeting with Mary in the garden and the

meeting of Matt. 28:9, He had so ascended and returned—
a view in harmony with types. (2) That Mary was gently re-
buked by Christ in the command, “Do not cling to Me” (lit-
erally, “Stop clinging to Me”). The Lord taught Mary that
now she must not seek to hold Him to the earth but, rather,
become His messenger of new joy. And (3) that He merely
meant: “Do not detain Me now; I have not yet ascended;
you will see Me again; run rather to My brothers,” etc.

20:16 CHRIST’S APPEARANCES AFTER THE RESURRECTION

During the forty days between His resurrection and ascension, the Lord Jesus is recorded to have appeared to His own
followers on ten occasions, the first five of these being on the day of resurrection.

The order of the appearances seems to be:
(1) to Mary Magdalene (Mark 16:9–11; John 20:11–18);
(2) to the women returning from the tomb with the angelic message (Matt. 28:8–10);
(3) to Peter, probably in the afternoon (Luke 24:34; 1 Cor. 15:5);
(4) to the Emmaus disciples toward evening (Mark 16:12; Luke 24:13–32);
(5) to the disciples, Thomas being absent (Mark 16:14; Luke 24:36–43; John 20:19–25);
(6) on the next Sunday night, the appearance to the disciples, Thomas being present (John 20:26–31; 1 Cor. 15:5);
(7) to the seven beside the Sea of Galilee (John 21);
(8) to the apostles and “over five hundred brethren” (Matt. 28:16–20; Mark 16:15–18; 1 Cor. 15:6);
(9) to James, the Lord’s half brother (1 Cor. 15:7); and
(10) His last recorded appearance and His ascension from Olivet (Mark 16:19–20; Luke 24:44–53; Acts 1:3–12).
It is also recorded that, after His ascension, Christ appeared one or more times to three men:
(1) to Stephen, at his stoning (Acts 7:55–60);
(2) to Paul: (a) at his conversion (Acts 9:3–8,17; 22:6–11,14–15; 26:12–19; 1 Cor. 9:1; 15:8); (b) at Corinth (Acts

18:9–10); (c) in the temple at Jerusalem (Acts 22:17–21); (d) later at Jerusalem (Acts 23:11); and (e) in another vision
(2 Cor. 12:1–4); and 

(3) to John, the apostle, on Patmos (Rev. 1:10–19, and other visions in Revelation).



here, and put it into My side. Do
not be runbelieving, but believing.”

28And Thomas answered and said
to Him, s“My Lord and my God!”

29Jesus said to him, “Thomas,*
because you have seen Me, you
have tbelieved. uBlessed are those
who have not seen and yet have
vbelieved.”

Purpose of John’s Gospel
30And truly Jesus did wmany other

signs in the presence of His disciples,
which are not written in this book;

31but these are xwritten that yyou
may believe that Jesus z is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that be-
lieving you may have aa life in His
name.

VII. The Epilogue: the Risen
Son of God, the Master of Life

and Service, 21

Jesus appears to seven apostles
at Sea of Galilee

21AFTER these things Jesus
showed Himself again to the

disciples at the bbSea of Tiberias,
and in this way He showed Himself:

2Simon Peter, ccThomas called
the Twin, ddNathanael of eeCana in
Galilee, the ffsons of Zebedee, and
two others of His disciples were to-
gether.

Christ and our service: (1) in
self-will, under human leadership

3Simon Peter said to them, “I am
going fishing.” They said to him,
“We are going with you also.” They
went out and immediately* got into
the boat, and that night they caught
nothing.

4But when the morning had now
come, Jesus stood on the shore; yet
the disciples did not ggknow that it
was Jesus.

18aMary Magdalene came and
told the disciples that she had seen
the Lord,* and that He had spoken
these things to her.

Jesus appears to the disciples,
Thomas being absent

(Mark 16:14; Luke 24:33–49)
19Then, the same day at evening,

being the first day of the week,
when the doors were shut where
the disciples were assembled,* for
bfear of the Jews, Jesus ccame and
stood in the midst, and said to
them, d“Peace be with you.”

20When He had said this, He
eshowed them His hands and His
side. fThen the disciples were glad
when they saw the Lord.

21So Jesus said to them again,
g“Peace to you! As the Father has
sent Me, I also hsend you.”

22And when He had said this, He
ibreathed on them, and said to
them, “Receive the Holy jSpirit.

23k“If you forgive the lsins of any,
they are forgiven them; if you re-
tain the sins of any, they are re-
tained.”

Jesus appears to the disciples,
Thomas being present

24Now Thomas, called the mTwin,
one of the twelve, was not with
them when Jesus came.

25The other disciples therefore
said to him, “We have seen the
Lord.” So he said to them, “Unless I
nsee in His hands the print of the
nails, and put my finger into the
print of the nails, and put my hand
into His side, I will not believe.”

26And after eight days His disci-
ples were again inside, and oThom-
as with them. Jesus came, the doors
being shut, and pstood in the midst,
and said, q“Peace to you!”

27Then He said to Thomas,
“Reach your finger here, and look at
My hands; and reach your hand
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Matt. 16:16;
Luke 4:41; John
1:41; 7:41;
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7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

21:1
bb John 6:1

21:2
cc John 20:24

dd John 1:45-51

ee John 2:1

ff Matt. 4:21

21:4
gg John 20:14

20:18
a See Luke 1:27,

note

20:19
b John 9:22;
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1488 JOHN 20:18—21:4

*20:18 NU-Text reads disciples, “I have seen the
Lord,” . . . *20:19 NU-Text omits assembled.
*20:29 NU-Text and M-Text omit Thomas.
*21:3 NU-Text omits immediately.

20:22 Verses 22 and 23 do not refer only to the original
disciples because, according to Luke 24:33, there were
others with them on this occasion. The risen Lord’s unique
action in breathing on those present and imparting to them
the Holy Spirit was probably for their spiritual quickening
in preparation for their full endowment with the Spirit in

power at Pentecost (Acts 2:1–4).
The commission of v. 23 was not exclusively to the

apostles and those who were with them; it applies, there-
fore, to the Church as a whole and not to any special class
of individuals within the Church. Compare Matt. 16:19,
note.



(2) Barren result of service in self-will
5Then Jesus said to them, “Chil-

dren, have you any food?” They an-
swered Him, “No.”

(3) Fruitfulness of
Christ-directed service

6And He said to them, a“Cast the
net on the right side of the boat,
and you will find some.” So they
cast, and bnow they were not able
to draw it in because of the multi-
tude of fish.

7Therefore that disciple cwhom
Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the
dLord!” Now when Simon Peter
heard that it was the Lord, he eput
on his outer garment (for he had re-
moved it), and plunged into the sea.

8But the other disciples came in
the little boat (for they were not far

21:9
f Cp. John 18:18

g Cp. Matt. 14:15-
21; 15:32-39

h Cp. Matt. 17:24-
27

21:11
i Cp. Luke 5:6

21:12
j Cp. Gen. 7:1; Is.

1:18; 55:1;
Matt. 11:28;
Rev. 22:17

21:6
a Cp. Luke 5:3-7

b Miracles (NT):
vv. 3-6; Acts
3:7. (Matt. 8:3;
Acts 28:8, note)

21:7
c vv. 20,24; John

13:23; 20:2

d Cp. Luke 24:30-
31

e Cp. John 21:18

JOHN 21:5–12 1489
from land, but about two hundred
cubits), dragging the net with fish.

9Then, as soon as they had come to
land, they saw a ffire of coals there,
gand hfish laid on it, and bread.

10Jesus said to them, “Bring some
of the fish which you have just
caught.”

11Simon Peter went up and
dragged the net to land, full of large
fish, one hundred and fifty-three;
and although there were so many,
the net iwas not broken.

(4) Christ’s provision for His servants
(cp. Luke 22:35; Phil. 4:19)

12Jesus said to them, j“Come and
eat breakfast.” Yet none of the disci-
ples dared ask Him, “Who are
You?”—knowing that it was the
Lord.

21:8 cubits. See Weights and Measures (NT), Acts 27:28, note.

20:28 THE DEITY OF JESUS CHRIST

The Deity of Jesus Christ is declared in Scripture:
(1) The OT both intimates and explicitly predicts His Deity.

(a) The theophanies intimate the appearance of God in human form, and His ministry thus to man (Gen. 16:7–14;
18:2–23, especially v. 17; compare 32:28 with Hos. 12:3–5; Ex. 3:2–14).

(b) The Messiah is expressly declared to be the Son of God (Ps. 2:2–9), and God (compare Ps. 45:6–7 with Heb.
1:8–9; Ps. 110:1 with Matt. 22:44; Acts 2:34 and Heb. 1:13; Ps. 110:4 with Heb. 5:6; 6:20; 7:17–21; Zech. 6:13).

(c) His virgin birth was foretold as the means through which God could be Immanuel, God with us (compare Is.
7:13–14 with Matt. 1:22–23).

(d) The Messiah is expressly invested with the divine names (Is. 9:6–7).
(e) In a prophecy of His death He is called “the Man who is . . . Companion” to the Lord (compare Zech. 13:7

with Matt. 26:31). And
(f) His eternal Being is declared (compare Mic. 5:2 with Matt. 2:6; John 7:42).

(2) Christ Himself affirmed His Deity.
(a) He applied to Himself the Jehovistic I AM. (John 4:26; 6:20; 8:24,28,58; 18:5,6). The pronoun “He” appears

in translation (4:26 and 18:5,6), but not in the Greek. In 8:56–59 the Jews correctly understood this as the
Lord’s claim to full Deity (compare John 10:33).

(b) He claimed to be the Adonai of the OT (Matt. 22:42–45. See Gen. 15:2, note).
(c) He asserted His identity with the Father (Matt. 28:19; Mark 14:62; John 10:30. That the Jews so understood is

shown by John 10:31–33; 14:8–9; 17:5).
(d) He exercised the chief prerogative of God—the forgiveness of sins (Mark 2:5–7); Luke 7:48–50).
(e) He asserted omnipresence (Matt. 18:20; John 3:13); omniscience (John 11:11–14, when Jesus was fifty miles

away; Mark 11:6–8); omnipotence (Matt. 28:18; Luke 7:14; John 5:21–23; 6:19); mastery over nature, and
creative power (Luke 9:16–17; John 2:9; 10:28). And

(f) He received and approved human worship of Himself (Matt. 14:33; 28:9; John 20:28–29).
(3) The NT writers ascribe divine titles to Christ (John 1:1; 20:28; Acts 20:28; Rom. 1:4; 9:5; 2 Thess. 1:12; 1 Tim.

3:16; Titus 2:13; Heb. 1:8; 1 John 5:20).
(4) The NT writers ascribe divine perfections and attributes to Christ (Matt. 11:28; 18:20; 28:20; John 1:2; 2:23–25;

3:13; 5:17; 21:17; Heb. 1:3,11–12 with Heb. 13:8; Rev. 1:8,17–18; 11:17; 22:13).
(5) The NT writers ascribe divine works to Christ (John 1:3,10; Col. 1:16–17; Heb. 1:3).
(6) The NT writers teach that supreme worship should be paid to Christ (Acts 7:59–60; 1 Cor. 1:2; 2 Cor. 13:14;

Phil. 2:9–11; Heb. 1:6; Rev. 1:5–6; 5:12–13).
(7) The holiness and resurrection of Christ confirm His Deity (John 8:46; Rom. 1:4).



other will gird you and carry you
where you do jnot wish.”

19This He spoke, ksignifying lby
what death he would glorify God.
And when He had spoken this, He
said to him, m“Follow Me.”

(7) All His servants will not die
(cp. 1 Cor. 15:51–52;

1 Thess. 4:14–18)
20Then Peter, turning around,

saw the disciple nwhom Jesus loved
following, owho also had leaned on
His breast at the supper, and said,
“Lord, who is the one who betrays
You?”

21Peter, seeing him, said to Jesus,
“But Lord, what about this man?”

22Jesus said to him, “If I will that
he remain ptill I qcome, what is that
to you? rYou follow Me.”

23Then this saying went out
among the brethren that this disci-
ple would not die. Yet Jesus did not
say to him that he would not die,
but, “If I will that he remain still I
tcome, what is that to you?”

24This is the udisciple who vtesti-
fies of these things, and wwrote
these things; and we know that his
testimony is true.

25And there are also xmany other
things that Jesus did, which if they
were written one by one, I suppose
that even the world itself could not
contain the books that would be
written. Amen.

13Jesus then came and atook the
bread and gave it to them, and like-
wise the fish.

14This is now the b third time
Jesus showed Himself to His disci-
ples after He was craised from the
dead.

(5) Love, the only proper motive
in service (1 Cor. 13; 2 Cor. 5:14;

Rev. 2:4–5)
15So when they had eaten break-

fast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Si-
mon, son of Jonah,* do you love Me
more than these?” He said to Him,
“Yes, Lord; You know that I love
You.” He said to him, d“Feed My
lambs.”

16He said to him again a second
time, “Simon, son of Jonah,* do you
love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes,
Lord; You know that I love You.” He
said to him, “Tend My esheep.”

17He said to him the fthird time,
“Simon, son of Jonah,* do you love
Me?” Peter was grieved because He
said to him the third time, “Do you
love Me?” And he said to Him,
“Lord, You know all things; You
know that I love You.” Jesus said to
him, “Feed My gsheep.

(6) The Master reveals to Peter that
He determines the time and manner

of His servants’ death
18h“Most assuredly, I say to you,

when you were younger, you girded
yourself and walked where you
iwished; but when you are old, you
will stretch out your hands, and an-

21:19
k Cp. John 12:33;

18:32

l 2 Pet. 1:13-14

m Matt. 4:19;
16:24; cp. Luke
14:28-33

21:20
n vv. 7,24; John

13:23; 20:2

o John 13:25

21:22
p John 14:3;

1 Thess. 1:10;
5:23

q Christ (second
advent): v. 22;
John 21:23.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

r Matt. 4:19;
16:24; cp. Luke
14:28-33

21:23
s John 14:3;

1 Thess. 1:10;
5:23

t Christ (second
advent): v. 23;
Acts 1:11.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

21:24
u vv. 7,24; John

13:23; 20:2

v John 19:35

w Inspiration: v.
24; Acts 1:1.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

21:25
x John 20:30

21:13
a Cp. Luke 24:29-

32

21:14
b Cp. John

20:19,26

c Resurrection: v.
14; Acts 1:3.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

21:15
d vv. 16,17; Acts

20:28; 1 Tim.
4:16; 1 Pet. 5:2

21:16
e Ps. 79:13; Matt.

10:16; 15:24;
25:33; 26:31;
cp. John 10:1-
16

21:17
f Cp. John 13:38;

18:15-27

g Ps. 79:13; Matt.
10:16; 15:24;
25:33; 26:31;
cp. John 10:1-
16

21:18
h John 1:51;

5:19,24,25;
6:26,32,47,53;
8:34,51,58;
10:1,7; 12:24;
13:16,20,21;
14:12; 16:20,23

i v. 3

j Acts 12:3-4

1490 JOHN 21:13–25

*21:15 NU-Text reads John. *21:16 NU-Text
reads John. *21:17 NU-Text reads John.

21:15 In vv. 15–17 two different Greek verbs are used
for “love”: agapaō, to love deeply, used of divine love in
14:21, and of the love which the law demands (Luke
10:27); and phileō, to be fond of, a love of lesser degree
than agapaō, as between friends. In the first two instances,
where the Lord asks Peter, “Do you love Me?” He uses aga-
paō; but Peter, remembering his three denials of the Lord
and aware now of his own weakness, does not dare to re-
ply with as strong a word as agapaō. Instead, he employs
phileō in his reply, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.”
When the Lord inquires the third time, “Do you love Me,”
He uses the lesser word, phileō. And again the humbled
disciple replies: “Lord, You know all things; You know that
I love [phileō] You.” love Me more than these. That is,
than the other disciples do.

21:15 My lambs. Christ’s threefold repetition of the pro-
noun “My”—”My lambs . . . My sheep . . . My sheep” (vv.

15,16,17)—reminds all Christians who hold responsibility
over others that the persons under them belong, first of all,
to Christ. Pastors, missionaries, teachers, and parents are
but undershepherds to whose care Christ’s sheep are com-
mitted. Compare Heb. 13:20; 1 Pet. 5:3.

21:16 Tend. Or Nurture. 1 Pet. 5:2.
21:17 love Me. With his confidence in himself greatly

shaken through having so recently denied his Lord, Peter
feels unworthy to express his love to Christ by the strong
word agapaō, and therefore uses the weaker word phileō.
See 21:15, note. Jesus now condescends to Peter’s self-eval-
uation, saying, in effect: “Even if you do not trust your own
emotions far enough to apply the word agapaō to them,
you still should feed my sheep.” Our duty to Christ should
depend, not upon the strength of our subjective feelings,
but upon our realization of what He has done for us.

21:25 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Luke First Century Missions c. A.D. 60

Background
The book of Acts, written by Luke, the author of the Third Gospel, is a continuation of that narrative. Luke wrote more of
the New Testament than any other individual. The physician and companion of Paul (see Acts 16:10, note), he was the
first historian of the early years of the Church.

God’s Relationship with Man
The book has often been called “The Acts of the Holy Spirit.” The Holy Spirit is referred to more than fifty times in this
one book, particularly in relation to baptism with the Holy Spirit, being filled with the Holy Spirit, and being led by the
Holy Spirit. Acts begins with Luke’s second account of the ascension of the Lord and terminates with Paul’s residence in
Rome as a prisoner, covering a period of more than thirty years.

This book is of highest importance because it is the only inspired account of the beginning and early work of the
Church. It clarifies some of the historical references in the Pauline Epistles. Its place in the New Testament canon identi-
fies it as the bridge from the Gospels to the Epistles. It is the primary textbook for the study of missionary principles, the
defense of the faith, the Person and work of the Holy Spirit, and the methods and themes of Christian preaching.

Outline
Acts may be divided as follows:

I. The Waiting Church 1:1–26
A. Introduction: Christ’s 40-day Ministry 1:1–7
B. The Commission to Evangelize the World 1:8–9
C. The Promise of Christ’s Return to the Earth 1:10–11
D. Waiting for the Spirit 1:12–14
E. Matthias Chosen to Take Judas’ Place 1:15–26

II. From Pentecost to the Conversion of Saul 2:1—8:40
A. Sixth Dispensation Inaugurated: the Church; the Spirit Sent from Heaven 2:1–13
B. Peter’s Sermon: Theme—Jesus is Lord and Christ 2:14–47
C. Miracles and Persecution 3:1—5:42
D. Martyrdom of Stephen 6:1—8:3
E. Philip’s Ministry 8:4–40

III. From the Conversion of Saul to the First Missionary Journey 9:1—12:25
A. Saul’s Conversion 9:1–31
B. Ministry of Peter 9:32—12:25

IV. The First Missionary Journey 13:1—14:28
V. The Council at Jerusalem 15:1–35
VI. The Second Missionary Journey 15:36—18:22
VII. The Third Missionary Journey 18:23—21:14
VIII. From Jerusalem to Rome 21:15—28:31

A. Paul in Jerusalem 21:15—23:22
B. Paul in Caesarea 23:23—26:32
C. Paul Sent to Rome 27:1—28:16
D. Paul in Rome 28:17–31
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things, while they watched, oHe
was p taken qup, and a rcloud re-
ceived Him out of their sight.

The promise of Christ’s
return to the earth

10And while they looked stead-
fastly toward sheaven as oHe pwent
qup, behold, two men stood by
them in white apparel,

11who also said, “Men of Galilee,
why do you stand gazing up into
heaven? oThis same Jesus, who was
ptaken qup from you into heaven,
will so tcome in like manner as you
saw Him go into heaven.”

Waiting for the Spirit (cp. v. 5)
12Then they returned to Jeru-

salem from the mount called Olivet,
which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath
day’s journey.

13And when they had entered,
they went up into uthe upper room
where they were staying: vPeter,
James, John, and Andrew; Philip
and Thomas; Bartholomew and
Matthew; James the son of Alphae-
us and Simon the Zealot; and Judas
the son of wJames.

14These all xcontinued with one
accord in prayer and supplication,*
with the women and Mary the moth-
er of Jesus, and with His ybrothers.

Matthias chosen to take Judas’ place
15And in those days zPeter stood up

in the midst of the disciples* (altogeth-
er the number of names was about a
hundred and twenty), and said,

16“Men and brethren, this Scrip-
ture had to be fulfilled, which the
Holy cSpirit aspoke before by the
mouth of David concerning aaJudas,

I. The Waiting Church, 1

Introduction: Christ’s 40-day ministry

1THE aformer account I made, O
bTheophilus, of all that Jesus be-

gan both to do and teach,
2until the day in which He was

taken up, after He through the Holy
cSpirit had given commandments to
the apostles whom He had dchosen,

3to whom He also presented Him-
self ealive after His suffering by
many infallible proofs, being seen
by them during forty days and
speaking of the things pertaining to
the fkingdom of God.

4And being assembled together
with them, He commanded them
not to depart from Jerusalem, but to
wait for the Promise of the Father,
“which,” He said, “you have gheard
from Me;

5“for John truly hbaptized with
water, but you shall be ibaptized
with the Holy cSpirit not many days
from now.”

6Therefore, when they had come
together, they asked Him, saying,
“Lord, will You at this time restore
the jkingdom to Israel?”

7And He said to them, “It is not
for you to kknow times or seasons
which the Father has put in His
own authority.

The commission to evangelize 
the world (cp. Matt. 28:18–20;

Mark 16:15–18; Luke 24:47–48;
John 20:21–22)

8“But you shall receive power
lwhen the Holy cSpirit has come
upon you; and you shall be wit-
nesses to Me* in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea and mSamaria, and to the
nend of the earth.”

9Now when He had spoken these

1:9
o Christ (first ad-

vent): vv. 9-11;
Acts 2:22. (Gen.
3:15; Acts 1:11,
note)

p Mark 16:19;
Heb. 4:14; 9:24;
1 Pet. 3:22

q See Luke 24:51
and 2 Cor. 12:2,
notes

r Cp. Matt. 24:30;
1 Thess. 4:17;
Rev. 1:7; 11:12

1:10
s Cp. 2 Cor. 12:2

1:11
t Christ (second

advent): v. 11;
Acts 3:20.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

1:13
u Cp. Mark 14:15;

John 20:19

v Matt. 10:2

w See Matt. 4:21,
note

1:14
x Cp. Eph. 6:18

y Cp. John 7:5

1:15
z Cp. Acts 2:14-

40

1:16
aa Ps. 41:9

1:1
a Inspiration: vv.

1,16; Acts 1:20.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

b Luke 1:3

1:2
c Holy Spirit (NT):

vv. 2,5,8,16;
Acts 2:4. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

d Election (person-
al): v. 2; Acts
6:5. (Deut. 7:6;
1 Pet. 5:13,
note)

1:3
e Resurrection:

vv. 2-3; Acts
1:22. (2 Kin.
4:35; 1 Cor.
15:52, note)

f See Matt. 6:33,
note

1:4
g John 14:16-17,

26

1:5
h See Acts 8:12,

note

i Matt. 3:11; see
Acts 2:4, note,
par. (5)

1:6
j Kingdom (NT):

vv. 6-7; Acts
2:30. (Matt. 2:2;
1 Cor. 15:24,
note). See Matt.
3:2, note

1:7
k Matt. 24:36

1:8
l See Acts 19:2,

note

m Acts 8:5

n Col. 1:23; Rev.
14:6

1492 ACTS 1:1–16

*1:8 NU-Text reads My witnesses. *1:14 NU-
Text omits and supplication. *1:15 NU-Text
reads brethren.

1:1 former account. That is, The Gospel according to
Luke.

1:3 presented Himself. Approximately A.D. 29. forty
days. This is the only reference in the Bible to the length of
Christ’s postresurrection ministry on the earth.

1:6 the kingdom. For forty days the risen Lord had been
instructing the apostles about the kingdom of God, teach-
ing them out of the Scriptures (Luke 24:27,32,44–45). One
point was left untouched, that is, the time when He would
restore the kingdom to Israel; hence the apostles’ question.
Observe that the Lord did not rebuke them for their inquiry

about the restoration of the kingdom. Their question was a
valid one. But His answer was in accord with His repeated
teaching: the time is God’s secret (Matt. 24:36,42,44;
25:13; compare 1 Thess. 5:1).

1:8 witnesses . . . earth. This command, specifying the
geographical areas to be evangelized, was carried out in
exactly the order prescribed here. The work of evangeliz-
ing in Jerusalem began at 2:1; in Judea and Samaria, at 8:5;
and throughout the remainder of the earth, at 8:26.

1:12 day’s journey. See Weights and Measures (NT),
Acts 27:28, note.



who became a guide to those who
arrested Jesus;

17“for he was numbered with us
and obtained a part in this ministry.”

18(Now this man apurchased a
field with the wages of iniquity; and
falling headlong, he burst open in
the middle and all his entrails
gushed out.

19And it became known to all
those dwelling in Jerusalem; so that
field is called in their own language,
Akel Dama, that is, Field of Blood.)

20“For it is bwritten in the book of
Psalms:

‘Let c his dwelling place be
desolate,

And let no one live in it’;

and,

‘Letd another take his office.’
21“Therefore, of these men who

have accompanied us all the time
that the Lord Jesus went in and out
among us,

22“beginning from the ebaptism
of John to that day when He was

1:22
f vv. 9-11

g Resurrection: v.
22; Acts 2:24.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

1:24
h Bible prayers

(NT): vv. 24-25;
Acts 4:24. (Matt.
6:9; Luke 11:2,
note)

i 1 Sam. 16:7

1:25
j See Rom. 3:23,

note

1:26
k v. 17

2:1
l Acts 20:16; see

Lev. 23:16, note

1:18
a Matt. 27:3-10;

cp. Zech. 11:12-
13; 2 Pet. 2:15

1:20
b Inspiration: v.

20; Acts 2:16.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

c Ps. 69:25

d Ps. 109:8

1:22
e See Acts 8:12,

note

ACTS 1:17—2:1 1493
f taken up from us, one of these
must become a witness with us of
His gresurrection.”

23And they proposed two: Joseph
called Barsabas, who was surnamed
Justus, and Matthias.

24And they hprayed and said,
“You, O Lord, who know the ihearts
of all, show which of these two You
have chosen

25“to take part in this ministry
and apostleship from which Judas
by jtransgression fell, that he might
go to his own place.”

26And they cast their lots, and the
lot fell on Matthias. And he was
knumbered with the eleven apostles.

II. From Pentecost to the
Conversion of Saul, 2—8

Sixth dispensation: the Church.
Pentecost: the Spirit sent from heaven
(John 7:37–39; cp. 1 Cor. 12:12–13)

2WHEN the lDay of Pentecost
had fully come, they were all

with one accord* in one place.
*2:1 NU-Text reads together.

1:20 office. Greek episkopē, overseership. See Titus
1:5, note.

2:1 Sixth dispensation. See next page. When the day.
Approximately A.D. 29.

1:11 CHRIST’S TWO ADVENTS, SUMMARY

The OT foreview of the coming Messiah is presented in two aspects—that of rejection and suffering (e.g. in Is. 53); and
that of earthly glory and power (e.g. in Is. 11; Jer. 23; Ezek. 37).

Often these two aspects blend in one passage (e.g. Ps. 22). The prophets themselves were perplexed by this seem-
ing contradiction (1 Pet. 1:10–11). It was solved by partial fulfillment. In due time the Messiah, born of a virgin ac-
cording to Isaiah’s prophecy (7:14), appeared among men and began His ministry by announcing the predicted king-
dom as “at hand” (Matt. 4:17, note). The rejection of King and kingdom followed.

Thereupon the rejected King announced His approaching crucifixion, resurrection, departure, and return (Matt.
12:38–40; 16:1–4,21,27; 24; 25; Luke 12:35–46; 17:20–36; 18:31–34; 19:12–27). He uttered predictions concerning
the course of events between His departure and return (Matt. 13:1–50; 16:18; 24:4–26). And this promised return of
Christ is a prominent theme in Acts, the Epistles, and Revelation.

Taken together the NT teachings concerning the return of Jesus Christ may be summarized as follows:
(1) The return of Christ will be personal and corporeal, in two stages: to the air before the Tribulation—usually

called the Rapture (1 Thess. 4:14–17; Phil. 3:20–21; Rev. 3:10); then He will return to the earth after the Tribulation
(Acts 1:11; Matt. 23:39; 24:30; 25:31; Rev. 19:11–16).

(2) His coming has a threefold relation: to the Church, to Israel, and to the nations:
(a) To the Church, the descent of the Lord into the air, to raise believers who have died and to change the living

Christians, is a constant expectation and hope (1 Cor. 15:51–52; Phil. 3:20; 1 Thess. 1:10; 4:13–17; 1 Tim. 6:14; Ti-
tus 2:13; Rev. 22:20).

(b) To Israel, the return of the Lord to the earth is to accomplish the yet unfulfilled prophecies of Israel’s national re-
gathering, conversion, and establishment in peace and power under the Davidic Covenant (2 Sam. 7:16, note; com-
pare Acts 15:14–17 with Zech. 14:1–9). See Kingdom (OT), 2 Sam. 7:8–17; Zech. 12:8, note; (NT), Luke 1:31–33;
1 Cor. 15:24, note.

(c) To the Gentile nations, the return of Christ is to bring the destruction of the present political world system (Dan.
2:34–35; Rev. 19:11, note), and the judgment of Matt. 25:31–46, followed by world-wide Gentile conversion and par-
ticipation in the blessings of the kingdom (Is. 2:2–4; 11:10; 60:3; Zech. 8:3,20–23; 14:16–21).



“Look, are not all these who speak
iGalileans?

8“And how is it that we hear,
each in our own language in which
we were born?

9“Parthians and Medes and Elam-
ites, those dwelling in Mesopota-
mia, Judea and jCappadocia, jPontus
and jAsia,

10“Phrygia and kPamphylia, Egypt
and the parts of Libya adjoining
lCyrene, visitors from Rome, both
Jews and mproselytes,

11“Cretans and Arabs—we hear
them speaking in our own tongues
the wonderful works of God.”

12So they were all amazed and
perplexed, saying to one another,
“Whatever could this mean?”

13Others mocking said, “They are
full of new wine.”

2And suddenly there came a
sound from heaven, as of a rushing
mighty awind, and it filled the whole
house where they were sitting.

3Then there appeared to them di-
vided tongues, as of fire, and one sat
upon each of them.

4And they were all filled with the
Holy bSpirit and began to speak
with cother tongues, as the Spirit
gave them utterance.

5And there were ddwelling in
Jerusalem Jews, edevout men, from
fevery nation under heaven.

6And when this sound occurred,
the gmultitude came together, and
were confused, because everyone
heard them speak in his own lan-
guage.

7Then they were all hamazed and
marveled, saying to one another,

2:7
i Luke 13:1; John

4:45; cp. Mark
14:70; Luke
23:6

2:9
j 1 Pet. 1:1

2:10
k Cp. Acts 13:13

l Cp. Acts 11:20

m Cp. Ex. 12:48

2:2
a Cp. John 3:8

2:4
b Holy Spirit (NT):

vv. 2-4; Acts
2:17. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

c Cp. Ps. 68:18

2:5
d v. 14

e Acts 8:2; cp.
Luke 2:25

f vv. 9-11

2:6
g Acts 4:32

2:7
h v. 12

1494 ACTS 2:2–13

2:1 THE SIXTH DISPENSATION: THE CHURCH

A new age was announced by our Lord Jesus Christ in Matt. 12:47—13:52. The Church was clearly prophesied by
Him in Matt. 16:18 (compare Matt. 18:15–19), purchased by the shedding of His blood on Calvary (Rom. 3:24–25;
1 Cor. 6:20; 1 Pet. 1:18–19), and constituted as the Church after His resurrection and ascension at Pentecost when, in
accordance with His promise (Acts 1:5), individual believers were for the first time baptized with the Holy Spirit into
a unified spiritual organism, likened to a body of which Christ is the Head (1 Cor. 12:12–13; Col. 2:19). Because of the
emphasis upon the Holy Spirit, this age has also been called “the dispensation of the Spirit.”

The point of testing in this dispensation is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, the message of good news about His
death and resurrection (John 19:30; Acts 4:12; 1 Cor. 15:3–5; 2 Cor. 5:21; etc.). The continuing, cumulative revelation
of the previous dispensations combines with this fuller revelation to emphasize the utter sinfulness and lostness of man
and the adequacy of the historically completed work of Christ to save by grace through faith all who come to God by
Him (John 14:6; Acts 10:43; 13:38–39; Rom. 3:21–26; Eph. 2:8–9; 1 Tim. 4:10; Heb. 10:12–14; 11:6). As those saved
individuals who compose Christ’s true Church fulfill the Lord’s command to preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth
(Mark 16:15; Luke 24:46–48; Acts 1:8), God, during this age, is taking out from Jews and Gentiles “a people for His
name” (Acts 15:14), called “the Church” and henceforth carefully distinguished from both Jews and Gentiles as such
(1 Cor. 10:32; Gal. 3:27–28; Eph. 2:11–18; 3:5–6).

The Lord Jesus warned that during the whole period, while the Church is being formed by the Holy Spirit, many will
reject His Gospel, and many others will pretend to believe in Him and will become a source of spiritual corruption
and hindrance to His purpose in this age, in the professing church. These will bring apostasy, particularly in the last
days (Matt. 13:24–30,36–40,47–49; 2 Thess. 2:5–8; 1 Tim. 4:1–2; 2 Tim. 3:1; 4:3–4; 2 Pet. 2:1–2; 1 John 2:18–20).

The Church Age will be brought to a close by a series of prophesied events, the chief of which are:
(1) The translation of the true Church from the earth to meet her Lord in the air at a point of time known to God but

unrevealed to men, and ever held before believers as an imminent and happy hope, encouraging them in loving ser-
vice and holiness of life. This event is usually called “the rapture” (see 1 Thess. 4:17, note).

(2) The judgments of the seventieth week of Daniel, called “the tribulation” (see Rev. 7:14, note), which will fall
upon mankind in general but will include the unsaved portion of the professing church, which will have gone into
apostasy and thus be left behind on earth when the true Church is translated to heaven. This final form of the apostate
church is described in Rev. 17 as “the harlot” which will first “ride” the political power (“beast”), only to be over-
thrown and absorbed by that power (compare Rev. 18:2, note). And

(3) the return from heaven to earth of our Lord Jesus Christ in power and glory, bringing with Him His Church, to
set up His millennial kingdom of righteousness and peace (see Rev. 19:11 and 17, notes). For notes on other dispen-
sations, see Innocence (Gen. 1:28); Conscience (Moral Responsibility) (Gen. 3:7); Human Government (Gen. 8:15);
Promise (Gen. 12:1); Law (Ex. 19:1); Kingdom (Rev. 20:4).



2:4 THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, SUMMARY

(1) The Holy Spirit is revealed as a divine Person. This is expressly declared (e.g. John 14:16–17,26; 15:26; 16:7–15;
compare Matt. 28:19), and everywhere implied.

(2) The revelation concerning Him is progressive:
(a) In the OT (see Zech. 12:10, note) He comes upon whom He will, apparently without reference to conditions

in them.
(b) During His earth-life Christ taught His disciples (Luke 11:13) that they might receive the Spirit through prayer

to the Father.
(c) At the close of His ministry He promised that He would Himself pray to the Father, and that in answer to His

prayer the Helper would come to abide (John 14:16–17).
(d) On the evening of His resurrection He came to the disciples in the upper room and breathed on them saying,

“Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 20:22), but He instructed them to wait before beginning their ministry until
the Spirit should come upon them (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8).

(e) On the day of Pentecost the Spirit came upon the whole body of believers (Acts 2:1–4).
(f) After Pentecost the Spirit was imparted to such as believed, in some cases by the laying on of hands (Acts

8:17; 9:17). And
(g) with Peter’s experience in the conversion of Cornelius (Acts 10) it became clear that the norm for this age was

that Jew and Gentile were to be saved on precisely the same conditions, and the Holy Spirit was to be given
without delay to those who met the one essential condition of trust in Christ (Acts 10:44; 11:15–18). This is
the permanent fact for the entire Church Age. Every believer is born of the Spirit (John 3:3–6; 1 John 5:1); in-
dwelt by the Spirit, whose presence makes the believer’s body a temple (1 Cor. 6:19; compare Rom. 8:9–15;
Gal. 4:6; 1 John 2:27); and baptized with the Spirit (1 Cor. 12:12–13; 1 John 2:20,27), thus sealing him for
God (Eph. 1:13; 4:30).

(3) The NT distinguishes between having the Spirit, which is true of all believers, and being filled with the Spirit,
which is the Christian’s privilege and duty (compare Acts 2:4 with 4:29–31; Eph. 1:13–14 with 5:18). There is one
baptism with the Spirit, but many fillings with the Spirit.

(4) The Holy Spirit is related to Christ in His conception (Matt. 1:18–20; Luke 1:35), baptism (Matt. 3:16; Mark 1:10;
Luke 3:22; John 1:32–33), walk and service (Luke 4:1,14), resurrection (Rom. 8:11), and as His witness throughout this
age (John 15:26; 16:8–11,13–14).

(5) The Spirit forms the Church (Matt. 16:18; Heb. 12:23, note) by baptizing all believers into the body of Christ
(1 Cor. 12:12–13; compare the universal address, 1 Cor. 1:1–2); imparts gifts for service to every member of that body
(1 Cor. 12:7–11,27–30); guides the members in their service (Acts 16:6–7); and is Himself the power of that service
(Acts 1:8; 2:4; 1 Cor. 2:4).

(6) The Spirit abides in a company of believers, making of them, corporately, a temple (1 Cor. 3:16–17).
(7) The NT indicates a threefold personal relationship of the Spirit to the believer: “with,” “in,” and “upon” (John

14:16–17; 1 Cor. 6:19; Acts 1:8). “With” indicates the approach of God to the soul, convicting of sin (John 16:9), pre-
senting Christ as the object of faith (John 16:14), imparting faith (Eph. 2:8), and regenerating (Mark 1:8; John 1:33).
“In” describes the abiding presence of the Spirit in the Christian’s body (1 Cor. 6:19) to give victory over the flesh
(Rom. 8:2–4; Gal. 5:16–17), create the Christian character (Gal. 5:22–23), help weaknesses (Rom. 8:26), inspire
prayer (Eph. 6:18), give conscious access to God (Eph. 2:18), actualize to the Christian his sonship (Gal. 4:6), apply the
Scriptures in cleansing and sanctification (Eph. 5:26; 2 Thess. 2:13; 1 Pet. 1:2), comfort and intercede (Acts 9:31; Rom.
8:26), and reveal Christ (John 16:14). “Upon” is used of the relationship of the Holy Spirit to the Lord Jesus Christ
(Matt. 3:16; Mark 1:10; Luke 4:18; John 1:32–33), to the Virgin Mary in connection with the incarnation and birth of
our Lord (Luke 1:35), to certain designated disciples (Luke 2:25 [Simeon]; Acts 10:44–45; 11:15 [household of Cor-
nelius]; Acts 19:6 [disciples at Ephesus]), and to believers generally (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8; 2:17; 1 Pet. 4:14). Based on
Luke 4:18, some understand that the expression has to do with anointing for special service for God, as well as with
the original coming and indwelling of the Holy Spirit to and in the individual Christian.

(8) Sins against the Spirit, committed by unbelievers, are: to blaspheme (Matt. 12:31), resist (Acts 7:51), and insult
(Heb. 10:29). Christians’ sins against the Spirit are: to grieve Him by allowing evil in heart or life (Eph. 4:30–31), and
to quench Him by disobedience (1 Thess. 5:19). The right attitude toward the Spirit is yieldedness to His sway in life
and service, and constant willingness for Him to “put away” whatever grieves Him or hinders His power (Eph. 4:31).

(9) The symbols of the Spirit are: 
(a) oil (John 3:34; Heb. 1:9); 
(b) water (John 7:38–39); 
(c) wind (John 3:8; Acts 2:2); 
(d) fire (Acts 2:3); 
(e) a dove (Matt. 3:16); 
(f) a seal (Eph. 1:13; 4:30); and 
(g) “the guarantee of our inheritance” (Eph. 1:14).



17 ‘And it shall come to pass in the
last days, says God,

That I will pour out of My
dSpirit on all flesh;

Your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy,

Your young men shall see
visions,

Your old men shall dream
dreams.

18 And on My menservants and
on My maidservants

I will pour out My dSpirit in
those days;

And they shall prophesy.

Peter’s sermon. Theme: Jesus
is Lord and Christ (v. 36)

14But Peter, standing up with the
eleven, raised his voice and said to
them, “Men of Judea and all who
adwell in Jerusalem, let this be
known to you, and heed my words.

Explanation: This is the Spirit
(cp. Joel 2:28–32)

15“For these are not drunk, as
you suppose, since it is only the
third hour of the day.

16“But this is what was bspoken
cby the prophet Joel:

2:17
d Holy Spirit (NT):

vv. 17-18; Acts
2:33. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

2:14
a v. 5

2:16
b Inspiration: vv.

16-21; Acts
2:25. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

c vv. 17-21; Joel
2:28-32

1496 ACTS 2:14–18

2:14 said to them. The theme of Peter’s sermon at Pen-
tecost is stated in v. 36. It was that Jesus was the Messiah.
No message could have been more unwelcome to the Jews
who had rejected His Messianic claims and had crucified
Him. Peter, therefore, did not announce his theme until he
had covered every possible Jewish objection. The point of
difficulty with the Jews was the apparent failure of the clear
and repeated prophetic promise of a regathered Israel es-
tablished in their own land under their covenanted King
(e.g. Is. 11:10–12; Jer. 23:5–8; Ezek. 37:21–28). Peter did
not teach that the covenant and promises were to be ful-
filled in the Church in a so-called “spiritual” sense, but

showed from Ps. 16 that David himself understood that the
dead and risen Christ would fulfill the covenant and sit on
his (David’s) throne (vv. 25–32). In precisely the same way
James (Acts 15:13–17) met the difficulty. See Kingdom
(OT), Gen. 1:26–28; Zech. 12:8, note; (NT), Luke 1:31–33;
1 Cor. 15:24, note.

2:15 third hour. 9 A.M. See John 19:14, note.
2:17 last days. A distinction should be observed be-

tween “the last days” when the prediction relates to Israel
(Is. 2:2; Mic. 4:1, “latter” in some versions; see also Num.
24:14; Deut. 31:29; Jer. 23:20; 30:24; 49:39; Ezek. 38:16;
Dan. 2:28; 10:14; Hos. 3:5), and the “last days” when the
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19 I will show wonders in heaven
above

And signs in the earth beneath:
Blood and fire and vapor of

smoke.
20 aThe sun shall be turned into

darkness,
And the moon into blood,
Before the coming of the great

and awesome bday of the
LORD.

21 And it shall come to pass
That cwhoever calls on the

name of the LORD
dShall be esaved.’

Exposition: Jesus is risen and
exalted as Lord and Christ.

(David foretold this, vv. 25–31;
cp. Ps. 16:8–11)

22“Men of Israel, hear these
words: fJesus of Nazareth, a Man at-
tested by God to you gby miracles,
wonders, and signs which God did
through Him in your midst, as you
yourselves also know—

23“Him, being delivered by the
hdetermined purpose and i fore-
knowledge of God, you have taken*

by lawless hands, have crucified,
and put to death;

24“whom God jraised up, having
loosed the pains of death, because it
was not possible that He should be
held by it.

25“For David ksays concerning
Him:

‘ I foresaw the LORD always
before my face,

For He is at my right hand, that
I may not be shaken.

26 Therefore my heart rejoiced,
and my tongue was glad;

Moreover my flesh also will
rest in hope.

27 For You will not leave my soul
in lHades,

2:27
m Acts 13:30-37

2:28
n Life (eternal): v.

28; Acts 3:15.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

2:29
o Cp. 1 Kin. 2:10

2:30
p Inspiration: vv.

30-31; Acts
2:34. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

q 2 Sam. 7:12; Ps.
132:11

r Israel (prophe-
cies): vv. 29-32;
Acts 2:39. (Gen.
12:2; Rom.
11:26, note)

s Kingdom (NT):
v. 30; Acts
15:16. (Matt.
2:2; 1 Cor.
15:24, note)

2:31
t See Luke 16:23,

note
u Acts 13:30-37

2:32
v Acts 3:15

2:33
w Acts 5:31
x Luke 24:49
y Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 33; Acts 2:38.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

z Acts 2:1-11
2:34

aa Inspiration:
vv. 34-35;
Acts 3:18. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

bb Ps. 110:1;
Matt. 22:44

cc Acts 5:31
2:36

dd Acts 5:31
ee v. 23

2:20
a Is. 13:10; Ezek.

32:7; Matt.
24:29; Mark
13:24-25; Luke
21:25; Rev. 6:12

b Day (of the
LORD): vv. 19-
20; 1 Cor. 5:5.
(Ps. 2:9; Rev.
19:19, note)

2:21
c Rom. 10:13
d Assurance/secu-

rity: v. 21; Rom.
8:38. (Ps. 23:1;
Jude 1, note)

e See Rom. 1:16,
note

2:22
f Christ (first ad-

vent): vv. 22-32;
Acts 3:13. (Gen.
3:15; Acts 1:11,
note)

g John 5:36
2:23

h Acts 4:28
i Foreknowledge:

v. 23; Rom.
8:29. (Acts 2:23;
1 Pet. 1:20,
note)

2:24
j Resurrection:

vv. 24,27,30-32;
Acts 3:15.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

2:25
k Inspiration: vv.

25-28; Acts
2:30. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

2:27
l See Luke 16:23,

note

ACTS 2:19–36 1497
Nor will You allow Your Holy

One to see mcorruption.
28 You have made known to me

the ways of nlife;
You will make me full of joy in

Your presence.’*

29“Men and brethren, let me
speak freely to you of the patriarch
David, that he is both odead and
buried, and his tomb is with us to
this day.

30“Therefore, being a prophet,
and knowing that God had psworn
with an qoath to him that of the
fruit of his body, according to the
flesh, rHe would raise up the Christ
to sit on his sthrone,*

31“he, foreseeing this, spoke con-
cerning the resurrection of the
Christ, that His soul was not left in
tHades, nor did His flesh see ucor-
ruption.

32“This Jesus God has raised up,
of which we are all vwitnesses.

33“Therefore being wexalted to
the right hand of God, and having
received from the Father the xprom-
ise of the Holy ySpirit, He poured
out this zwhich you now see and
hear.

34“For David did not ascend into
the heavens, but he aasays himself:

‘The bb LORD said to my Lord,
“Sit cc at My right hand,

35 Till I make Your enemies Your
footstool.” ’

36“Therefore let all the house of
Israel know assuredly that God has
ddmade this Jesus, whom you eecru-
cified, both Lord and Christ.”
*2:23 NU-Text omits have taken. *2:28 Psalm
16:8–11 *2:30 NU-Text omits according to the
flesh, He would raise up the Christ and completes
the verse with He would seat one on his throne.

prediction relates to the Church (2 Tim. 3:1–8; Heb. 1:1–2;
James 5:3; 2 Pet. 3:1–9; see also such passages as 1 Tim.
4:1; 1 Pet. 1:5,20; 1 John 2:18; Jude 18).

While Acts 2:17 is part of this context and therefore re-
lates to the Church, it should be remembered that it has ref-
erence to Israel as well and, therefore, points to a future day
(see Joel 2:28, note). When “last days” is used of the Church,
the plural form (“days”) should be distinguished from the
singular (“day”). The “last day” (John 6:39,40,44,54; 11:24)
in this usage refers to the resurrection. (In John 12:48 it is

used of the time when unbelievers will be judged.) The “last
days,” as related to the Church, began with the advent of
Christ (Heb. 1:2), but the expression has special reference to
the time of declension and apostasy at the end of the age
(2 Tim. 3:1). The “last days,” as related to Israel, are the days
which, though begun in sorrow, issue in Israel’s exaltation
and blessing (compare Jer. 30:4–10), that is, the Kingdom
Age (Is. 2:2–4; Mic. 4:1–7). They are “last days,” not with
reference to this dispensation but in respect to the whole of
Israel’s history. Compare Gen. 49:1, note.



2And a certain man lame from his
mother’s womb was carried, whom
they laid daily at the gate of the
temple which is called Beautiful, to
ask alms from those who entered
the temple;

3who, seeing Peter and John
about to go into the temple, asked
for alms.

4And fixing his eyes on him, with
John, Peter said, “Look at us.”

5So he gave them his attention,
expecting to receive something
from them.

6Then Peter said, “Silver and gold
I do not have, but what I do have I
give you: nIn the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, rise up and
walk.”

7And he took him by the right
hand and lifted him up, and imme-
diately his feet and ankle bones ore-
ceived strength.

8So he, leaping up, stood and
walked and entered the temple
with them—walking, leaping, and
praising God.

9And pall the people saw him
walking and praising God.

10Then they knew that it was he
who sat begging alms at the Beauti-
ful Gate of the temple; and they
were filled with wonder and amaze-
ment at what had happened to him.

11Now as the lame man who was
healed held on to Peter and John, all
the people ran together to them in
the qporch which is called Solo-
mon’s, greatly amazed.

Peter’s second sermon. Theme:
The covenants will be fulfilled

12So when Peter saw it, he re-
sponded to the people: “Men of Is-
rael, why do you marvel at this? Or
why look so intently at us, as
though by our own power or godli-
ness we had made this man walk?

13“The God of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, the God of our fathers,
glorified His Servant rJesus, whom
you delivered up and denied in the

Exhortation: Repent and be baptized
37Now when they heard this, they

were cut to the heart, and said to Pe-
ter and the rest of the apostles, “Men
and brethren, what shall we do?”

38Then Peter said to them, a“Re-
pent, and let every one of you be
bbaptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the cremission of dsins;
and you shall receive the gift of the
Holy eSpirit.

39“For the fpromise is to you and
to your children, and to all who are
afar off, as many as the Lord our
God will call.”

40And with many other words he
testified and exhorted them, saying,
“Be saved from this perverse ggen-
eration.”

Extension: three thousand saved
and baptized; the first church

41Then those who gladly* re-
ceived his word were baptized; and
that day about three thousand souls
were added to them.

42And they continued steadfastly
in the apostles’ doctrine and fellow-
ship, in the breaking of bread, and
in prayers.

43Then h fear came upon every
soul, and imany wonders and signs
were done through the apostles.

44Now all who jbelieved were to-
gether, and had all things in kcom-
mon,

45and sold their possessions and
goods, and divided them among all,
as anyone had need.

46So continuing daily with one ac-
cord in the temple, and breaking
bread from house to house, they ate
their food with gladness and sim-
plicity of heart,

47praising God and having favor
with all the people. And the Lord
added to the lchurch* daily those
who were being msaved.

The first apostolic miracle:
the lame man healed

3NOW Peter and John went up
together to the temple at the

hour of prayer, the ninth hour.

3:6
n Acts 4:10

3:7
o Miracles (NT):

vv. 1-8; Acts
5:12. (Matt. 8:3;
Acts 28:8, note)

3:9
p Acts 4:16,21

3:11
q John 10:23; Acts

5:12

3:13
r Christ (first ad-

vent): vv. 12-15;
Acts 3:26. (Gen.
3:15; Acts 1:11,
note)

2:38
a Repentance: v.

38; Acts 3:19.
(Matt. 3:2; Acts
17:30, note)

b See Acts 8:12,
note

c Forgiveness: v.
38; Acts 5:31.
(Lev. 4:20; Matt.
26:28, note)

d See Rom. 3:23,
note

e Holy Spirit (NT):
vv. 38-39; Acts
4:8. (Matt. 1:18;
Acts 2:4, note)

2:39
f Israel (prophe-

cies): v. 39; Acts
13:17. (Gen.
12:2; Rom.
11:26, note)

2:40
g See Matt. 24:34,

note

2:43
h See Ps. 19:9,

note

i Acts 2:22; 4:30;
5:12; 6:8; 14:3;
15:12

2:44
j Faith: v. 44;

Acts 3:16. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

k See Acts 4:32,
note

2:47
l Church (the

true): vv. 41-47;
Acts 4:32. (Matt.
16:18; Heb.
12:23, note)

m See Rom. 1:16,
note

1498 ACTS 2:37—3:13

*2:41 NU-Text omits gladly. *2:47 NU-Text
omits to the church.

2:42 doctrine. Or teaching. fellowship. Among the
factors which were present in the earliest days of the
Church were the following: fellowship, prayer, preaching,

doctrine, divine illumination, baptism, the Lord’s Supper,
miracles, and joy. See also 4:32, note.

3:1 ninth hour. 3 P.M. See John 19:14, note.



presence of Pilate, when he was de-
termined to let Him go.

14“But you denied the Holy One
and the Just, and aasked for a mur-
derer to be granted to you,

15“and killed the Prince of blife,
whom God craised from the dead,
of which we are dwitnesses.

16“And His name, through efaith
in His name, has made this man
strong, whom you see and know.
Yes, the faith which comes through
Him has given him this perfect
soundness in the presence of you
all.

17“Yet now, brethren, I know that
you did it in fignorance, as did also
your rulers.

18“But those things which God
gforetold by the mouth of all His
prophets, that the Christ would suf-
fer, He has thus fulfilled.

19h“Repent therefore and be con-
verted, that your isins may be blot-
ted out, so that times of refreshing
may come from the presence of the
Lord,

20“and that He may jsend Jesus
Christ, who was preached to you
before,*

21“whom heaven must receive
until the times of restoration of all
things, which God has kspoken by
the mouth of all His l holy prophets
since the world began.

22“For mMoses truly nsaid to the
fathers, ‘The LORD your God will
raise up for you a oProphet like me
from your brethren. Him you shall
hear in all things, whatever He says
to you.

23‘And it shall be that every soul

3:22
m Law (of Moses):

v. 22; Acts 5:34.
(Ex. 19:1; Gal.
3:24, note). Acts
7:37

n Inspiration: v.
22; Acts 3:25.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

o See Luke 24:19,
note

3:24
p Luke 24:25

3:25
q See Gen. 12:2,

note
r Inspiration: v.

25; Acts 4:25.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

3:26
s Rom. 1:16; cp.

Rom. 2:9-10
t Christ (first ad-

vent): v. 26;
Acts 4:10. (Gen.
3:15; Acts 1:11,
note)

u See Rom. 3:23,
note

4:1
v Matt. 22:23; see

Matt. 3:7; note
4:2

w Resurrection: v.
2; Acts 4:10.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

4:4
x Faith: v. 4; Acts

4:32. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

3:14
a John 18:40

3:15
b Life (eternal): v.

15; Acts 5:20.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

c Resurrection: v.
15; Acts 4:2.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

d Acts 5:32
3:16

e Faith: v. 16;
Acts 4:4. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

3:17
f Acts 17:30; cp.

Lev. 4:2; 1 Tim.
1:13

3:18
g Inspiration: v.

18; Acts 3:21.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

3:19
h Repentance: v.

19; Acts 5:31.
(Matt. 3:2; Acts
17:30, note)

i See Rom. 3:23,
note

3:20
j Christ (second

advent): vv. 20-
21; Rom. 11:26.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

3:21
k Inspiration: v.

21; Acts 3:22.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

l Sanctification
(NT): v. 21; Acts
4:27. (Matt. 4:5;
Rev. 22:11,
note)

ACTS 3:14—4:5 1499
who will not hear that Prophet shall
be utterly destroyed from among
the people.’

24“Yes, and pall the prophets,
from Samuel and those who follow,
as many as have spoken, have also
foretold* these days.

25“You are sons of the prophets,
and of the qcovenant which God
made with our fathers, rsaying to
Abraham, ‘And in your seed all the
families of the earth shall be
blessed.’ *

26“To you s first, God, having
raised up His Servant Jesus, tsent
Him to bless you, in turning away
every one of you from your uiniqui-
ties.”

First persecution

4NOW as they spoke to the peo-
ple, the priests, the captain of

the temple, and the vSadducees
came upon them,

2being greatly disturbed that they
taught the people and preached in
Jesus the wresurrection from the
dead.

3And they laid hands on them,
and put them in custody until the
next day, for it was already evening.

4However, many of those who
heard the word xbelieved; and the
number of the men came to be
about five thousand.

Peter addresses the Sanhedrin
5And it came to pass, on the next

*3:20 NU-Text and M-Text read Christ Jesus, who
was ordained for you before. *3:24 NU-Text
and M-Text read proclaimed. *3:25 Genesis
22:18; 26:4; 28:14

3:15 Prince. Literally Author.
3:18 the Christ. Literally His Christ.
3:19 The appeal to repent and the promise of “times of

refreshing” refer to the OT prophecy that prior to the sec-
ond advent of the Messiah the godly remnant of the nation
Israel will repent and turn to God in preparation for the
millennial blessing to follow the second advent (compare
Deut. 30:1–3; Zech. 12:10–14). The nation as a whole re-
jected Peter’s entreaty and, though individuals believed in
Christ and were saved, there was no fulfillment of the re-
quirements of national repentance. converted. Literally
turned again.

3:21 restoration. The word “restoration” is rendered
from the Greek noun apokatastasis meaning restoration to
a former state (compare Acts 1:6). The meaning is limited
by the words: “which God has spoken by the mouth of all

His holy prophets since the world began.” The prophets
speak of the restoration of Israel to the land (see Israel,
Gen. 12:2–3; Rom. 11:26; also Palestinian Covenant,
Deut. 30:3, note); and of the restoration of the theocracy
under David’s Son (see Davidic Covenant, 2 Sam. 7:16,
note; Kingdom [OT], Gen. 1:26–28; Zech. 12:8, note). No
prediction of the conversion and restoration of the wicked
dead is found in the prophets or elsewhere. Compare Rev.
20:11–15. world. Greek aiōn. See Mark 10:30, note.

Samuel: name of God/heard of God. Son of Elkanah
and Hannah who grew up in the service of the Lord at
Shiloh. As a leader and judge of Israel he anointed
Saul as the first king of Israel.

3:25 our fathers. Literally your fathers.



dwell in Jerusalem, and we cannot
deny it.

17“But so that it spreads no fur-
ther among the people, let us se-
verely threaten them, that from
now on they speak to no man in
this rname.”

18So they called them and com-
manded them snot to speak at all
nor teach in the tname of Jesus.

19But Peter and John uanswered
and said to them, “Whether it is
right in the sight of God to listen to
you more than to God, you judge.

20v“For we cannot but speak the
things which we whave seen and
heard.”

21So when they had further
threatened them, they let them go,
finding no way of punishing them,
xbecause of the people, since they
all yglorified God for what had been
zdone.

22For the man was over forty
years old on whom this miracle of
healing had been performed.

Christians again filled with
the Spirit (cp. Acts 2:1–4)

23And being let go, they went to
their own aacompanions and report-
ed all that the chief priests and el-
ders had said to them.

24So when they heard that, they
bbraised their voice to God with one
accord and said: “Lord, You are
God, ccwho made heaven and earth
and the sea, and all that is in them,

25“who by the mouth of Your ser-
vant David* have ddsaid:

‘Why did the nations rage,
And the people plot vain

things?
26 The kings of the earth took

their stand,
And the rulers were gathered

together
Against the eeLORD and against

His Christ.’

day, that their rulers, elders, and
ascribes,

6as well as bAnnas the high
priest, cCaiaphas, John, and Alexan-
der, and as many as were of the fam-
ily of the high priest, were gathered
together at Jerusalem.

7And when they had set them in
the midst, they asked, “By dwhat
power or by what name have you
done this?”

8Then ePeter, filled with the Holy
fSpirit, said to them, “Rulers of the
people and elders of Israel:

9“If we this day are judged for a
good deed done to a helpless man,
by what means he has been made
well,

10“let it be known to you all, and
to all the people of Israel, that by
the gname of hJesus Christ of Naza-
reth, whom you crucified, iwhom
God jraised from the dead, by Him
this man stands here before you
whole.

11k“This is the l‘stone which was
rejected by you builders, which has
become the chief cornerstone.’

12“Nor is there msalvation in any
other, for there is nno other name
under heaven given among men by
which we must be saved.”

Sanhedrin forbids further
preaching in the name of Jesus

13Now when they saw the bold-
ness of Peter and John, and per-
ceived that they were ouneducated
and untrained men, they marveled.
And they realized that they had
been pwith Jesus.

14And seeing the man who had
been healed standing with them,
they could say nothing against it.

15But when they had commanded
them to go aside out of the council,
they conferred among themselves,

16saying, q“What shall we do to
these men? For, indeed, that a no-
table miracle has been done
through them is evident to all who
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*4:25 NU-Text reads who through the Holy Spirit,
by the mouth of our father, Your servant David.

4:10 let it be known. There is no record that here or at
any later time the Sanhedrin ever attempted to deny the
fact of Christ’s resurrection.

4:16 cannot deny it. The Sanhedrin could not deny that
a miracle had been done, but they would not admit it
either.

David: beloved. The youngest son of Jesse. He was a
man after God’s own heart who was the greatest king
of Israel.

4:26 gathered together. The Greek word for “gathered
together” is used for the gathering of harvest (Matt. 25:24,



27“For truly against Your aholy
bServant Jesus, whom You anointed,
both cHerod and Pontius Pilate,
with the Gentiles and the people of
Israel, were gathered together

28“to do whatever Your hand and
Your purpose ddetermined before to
be done.

29“Now, Lord, look on their
threats, and grant to Your servants
that with all boldness they may
espeak Your word,

30“by stretching out Your hand to
heal, and that signs and wonders
may be done through the name of
Your fholy gServant Jesus.”

31And when they had prayed, the
place where they were assembled
together was shaken; and they were
all filled with the Holy hSpirit, and
they spoke the word of God with
boldness.

Voluntary sharing among believers
at Jerusalem (cp. Acts 2:42–47)

32Now the multitude of ithose
who jbelieved were of kone heart
and one soul; neither did anyone
say that any of the things he pos-
sessed was his own, but they had all
things in common.

33And with great power the apos-
tles gave lwitness to the mresurrec-
tion of the Lord Jesus. And great
ngrace was upon them all.

34Nor was there anyone among
othem who lacked; for all who were
possessors of lands or houses sold
them, and brought the proceeds of
the things that were sold,

35and laid them at the apostles’
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feet; and they distributed to each as
anyone had need.

36And Joses,* who was also named
Barnabas by the apostles (which is
translated Son of Encouragement), a
Levite of the country of Cyprus,

37having land, sold it, and
brought the money and laid it at the
apostles’ feet.

Ananias and Sapphira lie
to the Holy Spirit

5BUT a certain man named Ana-
nias, with Sapphira his wife,

sold a possession.
2And he pkept back part of the

proceeds, his wife also being aware
of it, and brought a certain qpart
and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

3But Peter said, “Ananias, rwhy
has sSatan filled your heart to lie to
the Holy tSpirit and keep back part
of the price of the land for yourself?

4“While it remained, was it not
your own? And after it was sold,
was it not in your own control?
Why have you conceived this thing
in your heart? You have not lied to
men ubut to God.”

5Then Ananias, hearing these
words, fell down and breathed his
last. So great fear came upon all
those who heard these things.

6And the young men arose and
wrapped him up, vcarried him out,
and buried him.

7Now it was about three hours
later when his wife came in, not
knowing what had happened.

8And Peter answered her, “Tell
*4:36 NU-Text reads Joseph.

26) and often for the gathering of powerful groups deter-
mined to put Jesus to death—that is, the Pharisees (John
11:47), the chief priests (Matt. 26:3,57), and the band of
soldiers (Matt. 27:27). It is also employed for the gathering
together of the kings of the earth by demons at the end of
the age (Rev. 16:14,16; compare Ps. 2:2). Christ. That is,
Anointed. Ps. 2:2.

4:27 Herod. This is Herod Antipas, son of Herod, the
Great. See Mark 6:14, note.

Pontius Pilate: armed with a javelin. The governor of
Judea during Christ’s ministry, suffering and death. He
allowed Jesus to be crucified.

4:32 all things in common. The experience of the
Christians of the Jerusalem church in sharing their posses-
sions is not to be taken as normative for all Christian

churches or communities. This voluntary sharing of pos-
sessions in the time of persecution is a beautiful evidence
of the oneness of the believers. However, it should be ob-
served that this communal sharing was (1) voluntary (v. 32;
compare 5:4); (2) in a time of persecution (v. 29); and
(3) evidently restricted to the Jerusalem church.

4:36 Encouragement. Or Exhortation.

Barnabas: A Jewish Christian who was a leader in the
early church. He traveled extensively with Paul to
preach the gospel.

5:3 lie to the Holy Spirit. The sin of Ananias and Sap-
phira consisted in lying, not in keeping back their property.
Observe especially v. 4.

5:6 young. Literally younger.



uspeak to the people all the words
of this vlife.”

21And when they heard that, they
entered the temple early in the
morning and taught. But the high
priest and those with him came and
called the wcouncil together, with
all the elders of the children of Isra-
el, and sent to the prison to have
them brought.

22But when the officers came and
did not find them in the prison,
they returned and reported,

23saying, “Indeed we found the
prison shut securely, and the guards
standing outside* before the doors;
but when we opened them, we
xfound no one inside!”

24Now when the high priest,* the
captain of the temple, and the chief
priests heard these things, they won-
dered what the outcome would be.

25So one came and told them, say-
ing,* “Look, the men whom you put
in prison are standing in the temple
and teaching the people!”

26Then the captain went with the
officers and brought them without
violence, for they yfeared the peo-
ple, lest they should be stoned.

27And when they had brought
them, they set them before the
zcouncil. And the high priest asked
them,

28saying, “Did we not strictly
aacommand you not to teach in this
name? And look, you have filled
Jerusalem with your doctrine, and
intend to bring this Man’s bbblood
on us!”

The answer of the apostles
29But Peter and the other apostles

answered and said: “We ccought to
obey God rather than men.

30“The God of our fathers
ddraised up Jesus whom you mur-
dered by hanging on a tree.

31“Him God has eeexalted to His
right hand to be ffPrince and ggSav-
ior, to give hhrepentance to Israel
and iiforgiveness of jjsins.

me whether you sold the land for so
much?” She said, “Yes, for so
much.”

9Then Peter said to her, “How is
it that you have agreed together to
atest the bSpirit of the Lord? Look,
the feet of those who have buried
your husband are at the door, and
they will carry you out.”

10Then immediately she fell
down at his feet and breathed her
last. And the cyoung men came in
and found her dead, and carrying
her out, buried her by her husband.

11So great fear came upon all the
dchurch and upon all who heard
these things.

Mighty miracles at Jerusalem
12And through the hands of the

apostles many esigns and wonders
were fdone among the people. And
they were all with one accord in
Solomon’s gPorch.

13Yet none of the rest dared join
them, but the people esteemed
them highly.

14And hbelievers were increasing-
ly iadded to the Lord, multitudes of
both men and women,

15so that they brought the sick
out into the streets and laid them on
beds and couches, that at least the
jshadow of Peter passing by might
fall on some of them.

16Also a multitude gathered from
the surrounding cities to Jerusalem,
kbringing sick people and those
who were tormented by unclean
spirits, and they were all lhealed.

Second persecution
17Then the high priest rose up,

and all those who were with him
(which is the sect of the mSad-
ducees), and they were filled with
indignation,

18and n laid their ohands on the
apostles and put them in the com-
mon pprison.

19qBut at night an rangel of the
Lord sopened the prison doors and
tbrought them out, and said,

20“Go, stand in the temple and
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*5:23 NU-Text and M-Text omit outside.
*5:24 NU-Text omits the high priest.
*5:25 NU-Text and M-Text omit saying.

5:17 indignation. Literally jealousy. Compare Matt.
27:18; Acts 13:45.

5:28 doctrine. Or teaching. Acts 2:42; 13:12.



32“And we are His awitnesses to
these things, and so also is the Holy
bSpirit whom God has given to
those who obey Him.”

Gamaliel’s counsel: “Take heed”
33When they heard this, they

were c furious and plotted to kill
them.

34Then one in the council stood
up, a dPharisee named eGamaliel, a
teacher of the flaw held in respect
by all the people, and commanded
them to put the apostles outside for
a little while.

35And he said to them: “Men of
Israel, take heed to yourselves what
you intend to do regarding these
men.

36“For some time ago Theudas
rose up, claiming to be somebody. A
number of men, about four hun-
dred, joined him. He was slain, and
all who obeyed him were scattered
and came to gnothing.

37“After this man, Judas of Galilee
rose up in the days of the hcensus,
and drew away many people after
him. He also perished, and all who
obeyed him were dispersed.

38“And now I say to you, keep
away from these men and let them
alone; for if this plan or this work is
of men, it will come to inothing;

39“but if it is of God, you cannot
overthrow it—lest you even be
found to fight against God.”

The apostles beaten
and commanded to silence

40And they agreed with him, and
when they had called for the apos-
tles and jbeaten them, they com-
manded that they should not speak
in the kname of Jesus, and let them
go.

41So they departed from the pres-
ence of the council, lrejoicing that
they were counted worthy to suffer
shame for His* name.
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42And daily in the temple, and in

every house, they did not cease
teaching and mpreaching Jesus as
the Christ.

Internal dissension overcome by love

6NOW in those days, when the
nnumber of the disciples was

multiplying, there arose a complaint
against the Hebrews by the Hel-
lenists,* because their widows were
neglected in the daily distribution.

2Then the twelve summoned the
multitude of the disciples and said,
“It is not desirable that we should
leave the oword of God and serve
tables.

3“Therefore, brethren, seek out
from among you seven men of good
preputation, full of the Holy qSpirit
and wisdom, whom we may appoint
over this rbusiness;

4“but we will give ourselves con-
tinually to prayer and to the minis-
try of the word.”

5And the saying pleased the
whole multitude. And they schose
Stephen, a man full of tfaith and the
Holy uSpirit, and vPhilip, Prochorus,
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nic-
olas, a proselyte from Antioch,

6whom they set before the apos-
tles; and when they had prayed,
they laid hands on them.

7Then the word of God spread,
and the number of the disciples
multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and
a great many of the priests were
obedient to the faith.

8And Stephen, full of wfaith* and
power, did great xwonders and signs
among the people.

Third persecution: Stephen
brought before the council

9Then there arose some from
what is called the Synagogue of the
*5:41 NU-Text reads the name; M-Text reads the
name of Jesus. *6:1 That is, Greek-speaking
Jews *6:8 NU-Text reads grace.

5:33 furious. Compare Acts 2:37. The Gospel, when
preached in the power of the Holy Spirit, often convicts or
enrages.

5:36,37 obeyed. Or believed.
6:5 chose. It is interesting to observe that these men

were all Hellenists (see 6:1, footnote), as their Grecian
names indicate.

6:6 laid hands on. The laying on of hands sometimes
accompanied prayer (Matt. 19:13,15) and was also used as
a sign of healing (Mark 5:23; 6:5, etc.), a symbol for the im-
partation of the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:17,19; 9:17; 19:6), and
a token of ordination for special service (Acts 6:6; 13:3;
1 Tim. 4:14, etc.).



bring them into wbondage and op-
press them four hundred years.

7‘And the nation to whom they
will be in bondage I will x judge,’ *

said God, ‘and after that they shall
ycome out and serve Me in this
place.’*

8“Then He gave him the zcov-
enant of circumcision; and so Abra-
ham aabegot Isaac and circumcised
him on the eighth day; and Isaac
bbbegot Jacob, and Jacob ccbegot the
twelve patriarchs.

9“And the patriarchs, becoming
ddenvious, eesold Joseph into Egypt.
But ffGod was with him

10“and delivered him out of all
his troubles, and gave him ggfavor
and wisdom in the presence of
Pharaoh, king of Egypt; and he
hhmade him governor over Egypt
and all his house.

11“Now a iifamine and great trou-
ble came over all the land of Egypt
and Canaan, and our fathers found
no sustenance.

12“But jjwhen Jacob heard that
there was grain in Egypt, he sent
out our fathers first.

13“And the kksecond time Joseph
was made known to his brothers,
and Joseph’s family became known
to the Pharaoh.

14“Then Joseph sent and called
his father Jacob and all his relatives
to him, seventy-five* people.

15“So Jacob llwent down to Egypt;
and he mmdied, he and our fathers.

16“And they were nncarried back
to Shechem and laid in the tomb
that Abraham bought for a sum of
money from the sons of Hamor, the
father of Shechem.

17“But when the oo time of the
promise drew near which God had
ppsworn to Abraham, the people
qqgrew and multiplied in Egypt

18“till another king rrarose who
did not know Joseph.

19“This man dealt treacherously
with our people, and ssoppressed

Freedmen (Cyrenians, Alexandri-
ans, and those from Cilicia and
Asia), disputing with Stephen.

10And they were anot able to re-
sist the wisdom and the bSpirit by
which he spoke.

11cThen they secretly induced
men to say, “We have heard him
speak blasphemous words against
Moses and God.”

12And they stirred up the people,
the elders, and the dscribes; and
they came upon him, seized him,
and brought him to the council.

13They also set up e false wit-
nesses who said, “This man does
not cease to speak blasphemous*

words against this fholy place and
the glaw;

14“for we have heard him say that
this hJesus of Nazareth will destroy
this place and ichange the customs
which Moses delivered to us.”

15And all who sat in the council,
looking steadfastly at him, jsaw his
face as the face of an kangel.

Stephen addresses Sanhedrin
on the unbelief of Israel

7THEN the high priest said, “Are
these things so?”

2And he said, l“Brethren and fa-
thers, mlisten: The nGod of glory ap-
peared to our father Abraham when
he was in Mesopotamia, before he
dwelt in oHaran,

3“and said to him, p‘Get out of
your country and from your rela-
tives, and come to a land that I will
show you.’ *

4q“Then he came out of the land
of the Chaldeans and dwelt in rHa-
ran. And from there, when his fa-
ther was sdead, He moved him to
this land in which you now dwell.

5“And God gave him no inheri-
tance in it, not even enough to set
his foot on. But even twhen Abra-
ham had no child, He upromised to
give it to him for a possession, and
to his descendants after him.

6“But God spoke in this way: that
his descendants would vdwell in a
foreign land, and that they would
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*6:13 NU-Text omits blasphemous.
*7:3 Genesis 12:1 *7:7 Genesis 15:14
* Exodus 3:12 *7:14 Or seventy (compare
Exodus 1:5)

7:14 relatives. Compare Gen. 46:26, note. There is no
real contradiction. The “house of Jacob” numbered seventy,

but the “relatives” would include the wives of Jacob’s sons.
7:16 the father of Shechem. Or in Shechem.



our forefathers, making them ex-
pose their babies, so that they might
not live.

20“At this time Moses was aborn,
and was bwell pleasing to God; and
he was brought up in his father’s
house for three months.

21“But when he was cset out,
dPharaoh’s daughter took him away
and brought him up as her own son.

22“And Moses was learned in all
the wisdom of the Egyptians, and
was emighty in words and deeds.

23 f“Now when he was forty years
old, it came into his heart to visit
his brethren, the children of Israel.

24“And seeing one of them suffer
wrong, he defended and avenged
him who was oppressed, and struck
down the Egyptian.

25“For he supposed that his
brethren would have understood
that God would deliver them by his
hand, but they did not understand.

26“And the next day he appeared
to two of them as they were fight-
ing, and tried to reconcile them,
saying, ‘Men, you are brethren;
why do you wrong one another?’

27“But he who did his neighbor
wrong pushed him away, saying,
g ‘Who made you a ruler and a
judge over us?

7:29
h Heb. 11:27

i Ex. 2:21-22;
4:20
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k See Judg. 2:1,
note
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4:5; Rev. 22:11,
note)
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s Deut. 6:22; Ps.
78:12-13; cp.
Acts 2:43; 5:12;
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t Num. 14:33
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v. 37; Acts 7:53.
(Ex. 19:1; Gal.
3:24, note)

v Deut. 18:15,18-
19

7:20
a Ex. 2:1-2

b Heb. 11:23

7:21
c Ex. 2:3-4

d Ex. 2:5-10

7:22
e Cp. Luke 24:19

7:23
f vv. 23-29; Ex.

2:11-15
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g Ex. 2:14; cp.

Luke 12:14

ACTS 7:20–38 1505
28‘Do you want to kill me as you

did the Egyptian yesterday?’
29“Then, at this saying, Moses

hfled and became a dweller in the
land of Midian, where he ihad two
sons.

30 j“And when forty years had
passed, an kAngel of the Lord* ap-
peared to him in a flame of fire in a
bush, in the wilderness of Mount Si-
nai.

31“When Moses saw it, he mar-
veled at the sight; and as he drew
near to observe, the voice of the
Lord came to him,

32“saying, ‘ I am the God of your
fathers—the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Ja-
cob.’ * And Moses trembled and
dared not look.

33 ‘Then the LORD said to him,
l“Take your sandals off your feet, for
the place where you stand is mholy
ground.

34n“I have surely seen the oppres-
sion of My people who are in Egypt;
I have heard their groaning and
have come down to deliver them.
And now come, I will osend you to
Egypt.” ’ *

35“This Moses whom they reject-
ed, saying, p‘Who made you a ruler
and a judge?’ is the one God sent to
be a ruler and a deliverer by the
hand of the qAngel who appeared to
him in the bush.

36“He rbrought them out, safter
he had shown wonders and signs in
the land of Egypt, and in the Red
Sea, and in the wilderness t forty
years.

37“This is that Moses who usaid
to the children of Israel, ‘The LORD
your God will raise up for you a
vProphet like me from your
brethren. Him you shall hear.’ *

38“This is he who was in the con-
gregation in the wilderness with the
*7:30 NU-Text omits of the Lord.
*7:32 Exodus 3:6,15 *7:34 Exodus 3:5,7–8,10
*7:37 NU-Text and M-Text omit Him you shall
hear.

7:27 Who made you a ruler . . . . But he became their
ruler and judge. Compare Luke 19:14.

7:38 congregation. The original meaning of ekklēsia
was a gathering out of citizens in a public place for delib-
eration. The Septuagint used it to signify the assembly of
Israel. Here it is employed in its most general sense of a

7:16 A SEEMING 
CONTRADICTION EXPLAINED

A contradiction between vv. 15–16 and Gen. 23:17;
33:19 is frequently asserted. A solution of the problem
has been suggested in several ways:

(1) a scribal error in naming Abraham in Acts 7:16
(but only one manuscript omits the name);

(2) a telescoping of the accounts in Gen. 23 and 33
(understandable in view of Stephen’s situation and the
need for brevity); and

(3) Abraham actually did buy two burial places (Gen.
23:17; Acts 7:15–16). The first, near Hebron, he bought
from Ephron, the Hittite, in the presence of the children
of Heth. The second, near Shechem, he bought from
the sons of Hamor. Later Jacob must have repurchased
the second in “the parcel of land . . . from the children
of Hamor, Shechem’s father” (Gen. 33:18–19). Since
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were buried at Hebron
(Gen. 49:31; 50:13), Stephen’s reference to “our fa-
thers” buried in Shechem (v. 16) must be restricted to
Joseph and other members of the family (Josh. 24:32;
Acts 7:15–16).



nnot dwell in temples made with
hands, as the prophet says:
49 ‘Heaveno is My throne,

And earth is My footstool.
What house will you build for

Me? says the LORD,
Or what is the place of My rest?

50 Has My hand not pmade all
these things?’

51“You qstiff-necked and runcir-
cumcised in heart and ears! You al-
ways resist the Holy sSpirit; as your
fathers did, so do you.

52“Which of the prophets did
your fathers not tpersecute? And
they killed those who foretold the
ucoming of the Just One, of whom
you now have become the betrayers
and murderers,

53“who have received the vlaw by
the direction of wangels and have
not kept it.”

Stephen, the first martyr.
First mention of Saul of Tarsus
(v. 58), later called Paul (13:9)

54When they heard these things
they were xcut to the heart, and
they gnashed at him with their
teeth.

55But he, being full of the Holy
ySpirit, gazed into heaven and saw
the zglory of God, and Jesus stand-
ing at the right hand of God,

56and said, “Look! I see the heav-
ens opened and the aaSon of Man
standing at the right hand of God!”

57Then they cried out with a loud
voice, stopped their ears, and ran at
him with one accord;

58and they cast him out of the city
and stoned him. And the witnesses
laid down their clothes at the feet of
a young man named bbSaul.

59And they stoned Stephen as he
was calling on God and ccsaying,
“Lord Jesus, ddreceive my spirit.”

60Then he knelt down and eecried
out with a loud voice, “Lord, ffdo
not charge them with this ggsin.”

aAngel who spoke to him on Mount
Sinai, and with our fathers, the one
who received the living boracles to
give to us,

39“whom our fathers cwould not
obey, but rejected. And in their
hearts they turned back to Egypt,

40d“saying to Aaron, ‘Make us
gods to go before us; as for this Mo-
ses who brought us out of the land
of Egypt, we do not know what has
become of him.’

41“And they emade a calf in those
days, offered sacrifices to the idol,
and frejoiced in the works of their
own hands.

42“Then God turned and gave
them up to worship the host of
heaven, as it is written in the book
of the Prophets:

‘Did g you offer Me slaughtered
animals and sacrifices
during forty years in the
wilderness,

O house of Israel?
43 You also took up the tabernacle

of Moloch,
And the star of your god

Remphan,
Images which you made to

worship;
And hI will carry you away

beyond Babylon.’
44“Our fathers had the tabernacle

of witness in the wilderness, as He
appointed, instructing Moses to
make it iaccording to the pattern
that he had seen,

45“which our fathers, having re-
ceived it in turn, also jbrought with
Joshua into the land possessed by
the Gentiles, whom God drove out
before the face of our fathers until
the kdays of David,

46“who found favor before God
and lasked to find a dwelling for the
God of Jacob.

47“But Solomon mbuilt Him a
house.

48“However, the Most High does
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1506 ACTS 7:39–60

called-out meeting. In most instances in the NT the term
indicates the body of believers, the church local or uni-
versal.

7:44 tabernacle. Or tent of testimony.
7:54 When they heard these things. False witnesses

had been brought to testify before the council against Ste-

phen (6:9–14). Stephen bore true witness against them,
quoting the testimony of writings which they acknowl-
edged to be inspired. He spoke of the persistent rejection
of God and His servants by the nation, until at length the
truth was brought home to them and aroused the mad-
dened enmity in their hearts.



And when he had said this, he fell
aasleep.

Fourth persecution: Saul takes
leading part (cp. Gal. 1:13–14)

8NOW Saul was consenting to his
death. At that time a great perse-

cution arose against the bchurch
which was at Jerusalem; and they
were all cscattered throughout the
regions of Judea and Samaria, except
the apostles.

2And devout men carried Stephen
to his burial, and made great lamen-
tation over him.

3As for Saul, he made havoc of
the dchurch, entering every house,
and dragging off men and women,
committing them to prison.

The first missionaries
(cp. Acts 11:19–21)

4Therefore those who were scat-
tered ewent everywhere fpreaching
the word.

Philip’s ministry at Samaria
(The case of Simon, the sorcerer)

5Then gPhilip hwent down to the*

city of Samaria and fpreached Christ
to them.

6And the multitudes with one ac-
cord heeded the things spoken by
Philip, hearing and seeing the imir-
acles which he did.

7For junclean spirits, crying with a
loud voice, came out of many who
were possessed; and many who were
paralyzed and lame were healed.

8And there was great joy in that
city.

9But there was a certain man
called Simon, who previously prac-
ticed ksorcery in the city and aston-
ished the people of Samaria, claim-
ing that he was someone great,

10to whom they all gave heed,
from the least to the greatest, say-
ing, “This man is the great power of
God.”

11And they heeded him because
he had astonished them with his
ksorceries for a long time.

12But when they lbelieved mPhilip
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note
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8:39. (Matt. 8:3;
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note
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k Deut. 18:10-11;
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17:17; Acts
13:6; Rev.
18:23; 21:8
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l Faith: vv. 12,13,

14; Acts 8:37.
(Gen. 3:20;
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note)

m Acts 6:5

ACTS 8:1–19 1507
as he fpreached the things concern-
ing the nkingdom of God and the
name of Jesus Christ, both men and
women were baptized.

13Then Simon himself also lbe-
lieved; and when he was baptized
he continued with Philip, and was
amazed, seeing the imiracles and
signs which were done.

14Now when the oapostles who
were at Jerusalem heard that
Samaria had lreceived the fword of
God, they sent pPeter and John to
them,

15who, when they had come
down, prayed for them that they
might receive the Holy qSpirit.

16For as yet He had rfallen upon
none of them. They had only been
sbaptized in the tname of the Lord
Jesus.

17Then they ulaid hands on them,
and they received the Holy qSpirit.

18And when Simon saw that
through the vlaying on of the apos-
tles’ hands the Holy qSpirit was giv-
en, he offered them money,

19saying, “Give me this power
*8:5 Or a

8:4 preaching. Here began witness concerning Christ
to all nations (v. 1; compare Luke 24:47; Acts 1:8, note).

8:18 money. See Coinage (NT), Matt. 5:26, note.

8:12 BAPTISM

The practice of baptizing with water is introduced into
the NT during the ministry of John the Baptist, whose
baptism is referred to as “for the remission of sins,” or,
“baptism of repentance” (Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3; etc.). Christ
Himself was baptized by John (Matt. 3:13–17; etc.). In
His case it was certainly not for the reasons mentioned
but as a symbol of His identification with mankind.

Before His ascension, the Lord Jesus commanded His
disciples to preach the Gospel to all the world, baptiz-
ing all who believed this saving message in the name of
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19;
Mark 16:15–16). This command was faithfully obeyed
by the early Church beginning with the day of Pente-
cost (Acts 2:38,41; 8:12–13,36–38; 9:18; 10:48;
16:14–15,32–33; 18:8; 19:5; 22:13–16).

Baptism has, since the apostolic age, been practiced
by every major group in the Christian church and, in
Protestant communions, is recognized as one of two
sacraments—the other being the Lord’s Supper. Since
early in the Church’s history three different modes of
baptism have been used: aspersion (sprinkling); affusion
(pouring); and immersion (dipping).

John the Baptist, and our Lord also, prophesied a
baptism with the Holy Spirit (Matt. 3:11; John 1:33;
Acts 1:5; 11:16). See 1 Cor. 12:12–13; Acts 2:4, note
on Holy Spirit, paragraph (5).



Philip and the Ethiopian treasurer
26Now oan pangel of the Lord

spoke to qPhilip, saying, “Arise and
rgo toward the south along the road
which goes down from Jerusalem to
Gaza.” This is desert.

27So he arose and went. And be-
hold, a man of sEthiopia, a eunuch
of great authority under Candace
the queen of the Ethiopians, who
had charge of all her treasury, and
had tcome to Jerusalem to worship,

28was returning. And sitting in
his chariot, he was reading Isaiah
the uprophet.

29Then the aSpirit said to Philip,
“Go near and overtake this char-
iot.”

30So Philip ran to him, and heard
him reading the uprophet Isaiah,
and said, v“Do you understand what
you are reading?”

31And he said, w“How can I, un-
less someone xguides me?” And he
asked Philip to come up and sit with
him.

32The place in the uScripture
which he read was this:

“He y was led as a sheep to the
slaughter;

And as a lamb before its
shearer is silent,

zSo He opened not His mouth.
33 In His humiliation His aa justice

was taken away,
And who will declare His

generation?
For His life is bbtaken from the

earth.”
34So the eunuch answered Philip

and said, “I ask you, of whom does
the prophet say this, of himself or
ccof some other man?”

35Then Philip opened his mouth,
and ddbeginning at this Scripture,
mpreached Jesus to him.

36Now as they went down the
road, they came to some water. And
the eunuch said, “See, here is wa-
ter. What hinders me from being
eebaptized?”

37Then Philip said, ff“If you be-
lieve with all your heart, you
may.” And he answered and said, “I

also, that anyone on whom I lay
hands may receive the Holy aSpir-
it.”

20But Peter said to him, “Your
bmoney cperish with you, because
you thought that the dgift of God
could be purchased with money!

21“You have neither part nor por-
tion in this matter, for your eheart is
not right in the sight of God.

22 f“Repent therefore of this your
wickedness, and pray God if per-
haps the thought of your gheart may
be hforgiven you.

23“For I see that you are poisoned
by ibitterness and bound by jiniqui-
ty.”

24Then Simon answered and said,
k“Pray to the Lord for me, that none
of the things which you have spo-
ken may come upon me.”

25So when they had ltestified and
preached the word of the Lord, they
returned to Jerusalem, preaching
the mgospel nin many villages of the
Samaritans.
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8:26 toward the south. Or at noon.
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abelieve that Jesus Christ is the Son
of God.”*

38So he commanded the chariot
to stand still. And both Philip and
the eunuch went down into the wa-
ter, and he bbaptized him.

39Now when they came up out of
the water, the cSpirit of the Lord
dcaught Philip away, so that the eu-
nuch saw him no more; and he
went on his way erejoicing.

40But Philip was found at Azotus.
And passing through, he preached
in all the cities till he came to fCaes-
area.

III. From the Conversion of Saul to
the First Missionary Journey, 9—12

Saul’s conversion
(Acts 22:1–16; 26:9–18)

9THEN gSaul, still breathing
threats and murder against the

disciples of the Lord, went to the
high priest

2and asked h letters from him to
the synagogues of Damascus, so that
if he found any who were iof the
Way, whether men or women, he
might bring them bound to Jeru-
salem.

3As he journeyed he came near
Damascus, and suddenly a j light
shone around him from heaven.

4Then he fell to the ground, and
heard a voice saying to him, “Saul,
Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”

5And he said, “Who are You,
Lord?” Then the Lord said, “I am
kJesus, whom you are persecuting.*
It is hard for you to kick against the
lgoads.”

6So he, trembling and astonished,
msaid, “Lord, what do You want me
to do?” Then the Lord said to him,
“Arise and go into the city, and you
will be told what you must do.”

7And the men who journeyed
with him stood speechless, hearing
a voice nbut seeing no one.

8Then Saul arose from the
ground, and when his eyes were
opened he saw no one. But they led
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(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

9:18
aa Miracles (NT):

vv. 17-18;
Acts 9:34.
(Matt. 8:3;
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3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

8:38
b Acts 16:33; see

Acts 8:12, note

8:39
c Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 39; Acts 9:17.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

d Miracles (NT):
vv. 39-40; Acts
9:18. (Matt. 8:3;
Acts 28:8, note).
Cp. 1 Kin.
18:12; 2 Cor.
12:2

e Cp. Acts 16:34

8:40
f Acts 21:8
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him by the hand and brought him
into Damascus.

9And he was three days without
sight, and neither ate nor drank.

10Now there was a certain disci-
ple at Damascus named Ananias;
and to him the Lord said in a vision,
“Ananias.” And he said, “Here I
am, Lord.”

11So the Lord said to him, “Arise
and go to the street called Straight,
and inquire at the house of Judas for
one called Saul of Tarsus, for be-
hold, he is praying.

12“And in a vision he has seen a
man named Ananias coming in and
putting his hand on him, so that he
might receive his sight.”

13Then Ananias answered, “Lord,
I have oheard from many about this
man, how much harm he has done
to Your saints in Jerusalem.

14“And here he has authority
from the chief priests to bind all
who call on Your name.”

15But the Lord said to him, “Go,
for he is a pchosen vessel of Mine to
bear My name before qGentiles,
rkings, and the schildren of Israel.

16“For I will show him how many
things he must tsuffer for My
uname’s sake.”

Saul filled with the Spirit
17And Ananias went his way and

entered the house; and vlaying his
hands on him he said, w“Brother
Saul, the Lord Jesus,* who appeared
to you on the road as you came, has
sent me that you may xreceive your
sight and be y filled with the Holy
zSpirit.”

Saul baptized
18Immediately there fell from his

eyes something like scales, and he
aareceived his sight at once; and he
arose and was baptized.

19So when he had received food,
*8:37 NU-Text and M-Text omit this verse. It is
found in Western texts, including the Latin tradition.
*9:5 NU-Text and M-Text omit the last sentence of
verse 5 and begin verse 6 with But arise and go.
*9:17 M-Text omits Jesus.

9:1 Then. A.D. 31–33.
9:4 Me. The Lord identifies himself with His people.
9:7 voice. Compare 22:9; 26:14. A contradiction has

been imagined. The three statements should be taken

together. The men heard the “voice” as a sound (Greek
phōnē) but did not hear the actual words “Saul, Saul,”
etc.

9:8 no one. Literally nothing.



against the Hellenists, but they at-
tempted to kill him.

Saul returns to Tarsus
30When the brethren found out,

they brought him down to Caesarea
and sent him out to Tarsus.

31Then the kchurches* through-
out all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria
had peace and were ledified. And
walking in the mfear of the Lord and
in the ncomfort of the Holy oSpirit,
they were pmultiplied.

Peter’s ministry resumed:
Aeneas healed

32Now it came to pass, as Peter
went through qall parts of the coun-
try, that he also came down to the
saints who dwelt in Lydda.

33There he found a certain man
named Aeneas, who had been bed-
ridden eight years and was rpara-
lyzed.

34And Peter said to him, “Aeneas,
s Jesus the Christ heals you. Arise
and make your bed.” Then he
tarose immediately.

35So all who dwelt at Lydda and
Sharon saw him and uturned to the
Lord.

Peter raises Dorcas from the dead
36At Joppa there was a certain dis-

ciple named Tabitha, which is trans-
lated Dorcas. This woman was vfull
of good works and charitable deeds
which she did.

37But it happened in those days
that she became sick and died.
When they had washed her, they
laid her in an upper room.

38And since Lydda was near Jop-

he was strengthened. Then Saul
spent some days with the disciples
at Damascus.

Saul preaches at Damascus
20Immediately he apreached the

Christ* in the synagogues, that He is
the Son of God.

21Then all who heard were
amazed, and said, “Is this not he
who destroyed those who called on
this name in Jerusalem, and has
come here for that purpose, so that
he might bring them bbound to the
chief priests?”

22But Saul increased all the more
in strength, and confounded the
Jews who dwelt in Damascus, prov-
ing that this Jesus is the Christ.

Saul escapes to Jerusalem
23Now after many days were past,

the Jews cplotted to kill him.
24But their plot became dknown

to Saul. And they watched the gates
day and night, to kill him.

25Then the disciples took him by
night and e let him down through
the wall in a large basket.

26And when Saul had come to
Jerusalem, he tried to join the disci-
ples; but they were all fafraid of
him, and did not believe that he
was a disciple.

27But gBarnabas took him and
brought him to the apostles. And he
declared to them how he had seen
the Lord on the road, and that He
had spoken to him, and how he had
hpreached iboldly at Damascus in
the name of Jesus.

28So he was with them at Jeru-
salem, coming in and going out.

29And he spoke jboldly in the
name of the Lord Jesus and disputed
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note)

9:21
b v. 2

9:23
c Cp. Acts 23:12-

15

9:24
d Cp. Acts 23:16

9:25
e Cp. Josh. 2:15;

1 Sam. 19:12;
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1510 ACTS 9:20–38

*9:20 NU-Text reads Jesus. *9:31 NU-Text
reads church . . . was edified.

9:20 He is the Son of God. Compare 2:36. Peter, while
maintaining the Deity of Jesus (“God has made this Jesus,
whom you crucified “both Lord and Christ”), gives special
prominence to His Messiahship. Paul, fresh from the vision
of the glory, puts the emphasis on His Deity. Peter’s charge
was that the Jews had crucified the Son of David (Acts
2:25–30); Paul’s, that they had crucified the Lord of glory
(1 Cor. 2:8). The point was, not that the Christ was God, a
truth plainly taught by Isaiah (Is. 7:14; 9:6–7), but that
Jesus, the crucified Nazarene, was the Christ and therefore
God the Son.

9:22 It seems probable that vv. 22–25 refer to Paul’s

labors in Damascus after his return from Arabia (Gal. 1:17).
The “many days” (v. 23) may represent the “three years” of
Gal. 1:18, which intervened between Paul’s return to Da-
mascus and his visit to Peter.

9:26 come to Jerusalem. Acts records four visits of Paul
to Jerusalem after his conversion: (1) 9:23–30. This seems
identical with the visit of Gal. 1:18–19. The apostles of
Acts 9:27 were Peter and James, the Lord’s half brother.
(2) 11:30. Paul may have been in Jerusalem during the
events of 12:1–24. See v. 25. (3) 15:1–30; Gal. 2:2–10.
And (4) 21:17—23:35.

9:36 Dorcas. Meaning gazelle.



pa, and the disciples had heard that
Peter was there, they sent two men
to him, imploring him not to delay
in coming to them.

39Then Peter arose and went
with them. When he had come,
they brought him to the upper
room. And all the awidows stood by
him weeping, showing the tunics
and garments which Dorcas had
made while she was with them.

40But Peter bput them all out, and
knelt down and prayed. And turn-
ing to the body he said, “Tabitha,
arise.” And she opened her eyes,
and when she saw Peter she sat up.

41Then he gave her his hand and
lifted her up; and when he had
called the saints and cwidows, he
dpresented her ealive.

42And it became known through-
out all Joppa, and many fbelieved on
the Lord.

43So it was that he stayed many
days in Joppa with Simon, a tanner.

The Gospel goes to the Gentiles:
Cornelius sends for Peter

10THERE was a certain man in
gCaesarea called Cornelius, a

hcenturion of what was called the
Italian Regiment,

2a idevout man and one who
jfeared God with all his household,
who gave alms generously to the
people, and prayed to God always.

3About the ninth hour of the day
he saw clearly in a kvision an langel
of God coming in and saying to him,
“Cornelius!”

4And when he observed him, he
was mafraid, and said, “What is it,
lord?” So he said to him, n“Your
prayers and your alms have come
up for a omemorial before God.

5“Now psend men to Joppa, and
send for Simon whose surname is
Peter.

6“He is lodging with Simon, a tan-
ner, whose house is by the sea.* He
will tell you what you must do.”

7And when the qangel who spoke
to him had departed, Cornelius
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called two of his household servants
and a devout soldier from among
those who waited on him rcontinu-
ally.

8So swhen he had explained all
these things to them, he sent them
to Joppa.

Peter’s vision of a great sheet
9 tThe next day, as they went on

their journey and drew near the
city, Peter went up on the housetop
to upray, about the sixth hour.

10Then he became very hungry
and wanted to eat; but while they
made ready, he fell into a vtrance

11and wsaw heaven xopened and
an object like a great sheet bound at
the four corners, descending to him
and let down to the earth.

12In it were all kinds of four-foot-
ed animals of the earth, wild beasts,
creeping things, and birds of the air.

13And a voice came to him, “Rise,
Peter; kill and eat.”

14But Peter said, “Not so, Lord!
For I have never eaten anything
common or yunclean.”

15And a voice spoke to him again
the second time, z“What God has
*10:6 NU-Text and M-Text omit the last sentence
of this verse.

10:3 ninth hour. 3 P.M. See John 19:14, note; compare
Matt. 27:46; Acts 3:1; 10:30.

10:9 sixth hour. Noon. See John 19:14, note.
10:12 air. Literally heaven.

10:11 PETER’S VISION

Although this vision is admittedly symbolic, Peter’s ex-
perience recorded here was a definite revelation to him
that God had made a major change in His dealings
with mankind (v. 28). Peter demurred at God’s com-
mand (v. 14), but the Spirit of God was insistent that he
should adjust his thinking and action to this change (vv.
13,15–16,19–20,28,34–35,45,47; 11:12,17–18).

The animals and birds represented both Gentiles
(“unclean” according to the law) and Jews (ceremonial-
ly “clean”). They were present together in this sheet let
down from heaven (compare John 17:18), declared
cleansed by God (vv. 15,34–35), and then caught up to
heaven (v. 16).

The revelation of the Church was not given alone to
Paul. Paul himself says that it was revealed “by the Spir-
it to His holy apostles and [NT] prophets [both words
plural]” (Eph. 3:5). This revelation to Peter, reported to
Gentiles at Caesarea (Acts 10:24–29) and Jews at
Jerusalem (Acts 11:1–11), plainly teaches that God is
calling out both Gentiles and Jews to Himself in this
age (Eph. 2:11–22). This was Peter’s own evaluation of
what God did through him at Caesarea (Acts 15:7–11,
14; see John 14:20, note).



28Then he said to them, “You
know how punlawful it is for a Jew-
ish man to keep company with or
go to one of another nation. But
qGod has shown me that I should
not call any man common or un-
clean.

29“Therefore I came without ob-
jection as soon as I was sent for. I
ask, then, for rwhat reason have you
sent for me?”

30So Cornelius said, “Four days
ago I was s fasting until this hour;
and at the ninth hour* I prayed in
my house, and behold, a man stood
before me in bright clothing,

31“and said, ‘Cornelius, your
prayer has been heard, and your
alms are remembered in the sight of
God.

32‘Send therefore to Joppa and
call Simon here, whose surname is
Peter. He is lodging in the house of
Simon, a tanner, by the sea.* When
he comes, he will speak to you.’

33“So I sent to you immediately,
and you have done well to come.
Now therefore, we are all present
before God, to hear all the things
commanded you by God.”

Peter’s sermon to Gentiles in
the house of Cornelius. Theme:

Salvation through faith
(cp. Acts 2:14–41)

34Then Peter opened his mouth
and said: “In truth I perceive that
God tshows no partiality.

35“But in every nation whoever
fears Him and works urighteousness
is vaccepted by Him.

36“The word which God sent to
the children of Israel, wpreaching
xpeace through Jesus Christ—He is
Lord of all—

37“that word you know, which
was proclaimed throughout all Ju-
dea, and began from Galilee after
the baptism which John preached:

38“how yGod anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy zSpirit and

cleansed you must not call com-
mon.”

16This was done a three times.
And the object was taken up into
heaven again.

17Now while Peter wondered
within himself what this bvision
which he had seen meant, behold,
the men who had been sent from
Cornelius had made inquiry for Si-
mon’s house, and stood before the
gate.

18And they called and asked
whether cSimon, whose surname
was Peter, was lodging there.

19While Peter thought about the
dvision, the eSpirit said to him, “Be-
hold, three men are seeking you.

20“Arise therefore, go down and
fgo with them, doubting nothing;
for I have sent them.”

21Then Peter went down to the
men who had been sent to him
from Cornelius,* and said, “Yes, I
am he whom you seek. gFor what
reason have you come?”

22And they said, h“Cornelius the
centurion, a i just man, one who
fears God and has a jgood reputa-
tion among all the nation of the
Jews, was divinely instructed by a
holy kangel to summon you to his
house, and to hear words from
you.”

Peter goes to Caesarea
23Then he invited them in and

lodged them. On the next day Peter
went away with them, and lsome
brethren from Joppa accompanied
him.

24And the following day they en-
tered Caesarea. Now Cornelius was
waiting for them, and had called to-
gether his relatives and close
friends.

25As Peter was coming in, Cor-
nelius met him and mfell down at
his feet and worshiped him.

26But Peter lifted him up, saying,
“Stand up; I myself am also a
nman.”

27And as he talked with him, he
went in and found omany who had
come together.
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with power, who awent about doing
good and healing all who were op-
pressed by the bdevil, for cGod was
with Him.

39“And we are dwitnesses of all
things which He did both in the
land of the Jews and in Jerusalem,
whom they* ekilled by hanging on a
tree.

40“Him God fraised up on the
third day, and showed Him openly,

41g“not to all the people, but to
hwitnesses ichosen before by God,
even to us who jate and drank with
Him after He arose from the dead.

42“And He commanded us to
kpreach to the people, and to testify
that it is He who was ordained by
God to be lJudge of the living and
the dead.

43“To Him all the prophets mwit-
ness that, through His name, who-
ever nbelieves in Him will receive
oremission of psins.”

The Spirit also given
to Gentile believers

44While Peter was still speaking
these words, the Holy qSpirit r fell
upon all those who heard the word.

45And those of the scircumcision
who tbelieved were astonished, as
many as came with Peter, because
the gift of the Holy qSpirit had been
upoured out on the vGentiles also.

46For they heard them speak with
tongues and magnify God. Then Pe-
ter answered,

47“Can anyone forbid water, that
these should not be baptized who
have received the Holy qSpirit just
as we have?”

48And he commanded them to be
wbaptized in the name of the Lord.
Then they asked him to stay a few
days.

Peter vindicates his ministry
to Gentiles

11NOW the apostles and breth-
ren who were in Judea heard
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that the vGentiles had also received
the kword of God.

2And when Peter came up to
Jerusalem, those of the xcircumci-
sion contended with him,

3saying, “You went in to uncir-
cumcised men and ate with them!”

4But Peter explained it to them in
order from the beginning, saying:

5y“I was in the city of Joppa pray-
ing; and in a trance I saw a vision,
zan object descending like a great
sheet, let down from heaven by four
corners; and it came to me.

6“When I observed it intently and
considered, I saw four-footed ani-
mals of the earth, wild beasts, creep-
ing things, and birds of the air.

7“And I heard a voice saying to
me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’

8“But I said, ‘Not so, Lord! For
nothing common or unclean has at
any time entered my mouth.’

9“But the voice answered me
again from heaven, ‘What God has
cleansed you must not call common.’

10“Now this was done three
times, and all were drawn up again
into heaven.

11aa“At that very moment, three
men stood before the house where I
was, having been sent to me from
Caesarea.

12“Then the qSpirit told me to go
with them, doubting nothing. More-
over these bbsix brethren accompa-
nied me, and we entered the man’s
house.

13“And he told us how he had
seen an ccangel standing in his
house, who said to him, ‘Send men
to Joppa, and call for Simon whose
surname is Peter,

14‘who will tell you words by
which you and all your household
will be ddsaved.’

15“And as I began to speak, the
qHoly Spirit fell upon them, eeas
upon us at the beginning.

16“Then I remembered the word
*10:39 NU-Text and M-Text add also.

10:44 Up to this point the Gospel had been offered
principally to the Jews, though some Gentile proselytes
may have been included in the conversions on the Day of
Pentecost, and Philip had previously preached in Samaria
(Acts 8). Through Peter’s experience with Cornelius it is
made plain that the norm for this age, for both Jews and

Gentiles, is for the Holy Spirit to be given without delay,
human mediation, or conditions other than simple faith in
Jesus Christ for both Jew and Gentile.

11:6 air. Literally heaven.
11:12 doubting nothing. That is, making no distinction.



The church at Antioch
sends gift to Jerusalem believers

27And in these days vprophets
came from Jerusalem to Antioch.

28Then one of them, named wAg-
abus, stood up and showed by the
dSpirit that there was going to be a
great famine throughout all the
world, which also happened in the
days of xClaudius Caesar.

29Then the disciples, each accord-
ing to his ability, determined to
send relief to the brethren dwelling
in Judea.

30This they also did, and sent it to
the yelders zby the hands of Barna-
bas and Saul.

Fifth persecution: Peter arrested

12NOW about that time Herod
the king stretched out his

hand to harass some from the
aachurch.

2Then he bbkilled cc James the
brother of John with the sword.

3And because he saw that it
pleased the Jews, he proceeded
further to seize Peter also. Now it
was during the Days of Unleavened
Bread.

4So when he had ddarrested him,
he put him in prison, and delivered
him to four squads of soldiers to
keep him, intending to bring him
before the people after Passover.

Peter miraculously released
from prison

5Peter was therefore kept in
prison, but eeconstant* ffprayer was
offered to God for him by the
aachurch.

6And when Herod was about to
bring him out, that night Peter was
sleeping, bound with two chains be-
tween two soldiers; and the guards
before the door were keeping the
prison.

7Now behold, an ggangel of the
Lord stood by him, and a light
shone in the prison; and he struck
Peter on the side and raised him up,

of the Lord, how He asaid, ‘John in-
deed bbaptized with water, but you
shall be cbaptized with the dHoly
Spirit.’

17“If therefore God gave them the
same gift eas He gave us when we
fbelieved on the Lord Jesus Christ,
gwho was I that I could withstand
God?”

18When they heard these things
they became silent; and they glori-
fied God, saying, “Then God has
also granted to the hGentiles irepen-
tance to jlife.”

The church at Antioch
and the new name: Christians

19Now those who were scattered
after the kpersecution that arose
over Stephen traveled as far as
Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch,
lpreaching the word to no one but
the Jews only.

20But some of them were men
from Cyprus and Cyrene, who,
when they had come to Antioch,
spoke to the mHellenists, lpreaching
the Lord Jesus.

21And the hand of the Lord was
with them, and a great number fbe-
lieved and nturned to the Lord.

22Then news of these things
came to the ears of the ochurch in
Jerusalem, and they sent out pBar-
nabas to go as far as Antioch.

23When he came and had seen
the qgrace of God, he was glad, and
encouraged them all that with pur-
pose of heart they should continue
with the Lord.

24For he was a rgood man, full of
the dHoly Spirit and of ffaith. And a
great many people were sadded to
the Lord.

25Then Barnabas departed for
tTarsus to seek Saul.

26And when he had found him,
he brought him to Antioch. So it
was that for a whole year they as-
sembled with the ochurch and
taught a great many people. And the
disciples were first called uChris-
tians in Antioch.
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saying, “Arise quickly!” And his
chains afell off his hands.

8Then the bangel said to him,
“Gird yourself and tie on your san-
dals”; and so he did. And he said to
him, “Put on your garment and fol-
low me.”

9So he went out and followed
him, and did not know that what
was done by the cangel was real,
but thought he was seeing a vision.

10When they were past the first
and the second guard posts, they
came to the iron gate that leads to
the city, which dopened to them eof
its own accord; and they went out
and went down one street, and im-
mediately the fangel departed from
him.

11And when Peter had come to
himself, he said, “Now I know for
certain that the Lord has gsent His
hangel, and has idelivered me from
the hand of Herod and from all the
expectation of the Jewish people.”

12So, when he had considered
this, he jcame to the house of
kMary, the mother of lJohn whose
surname was Mark, mwhere many
were gathered together praying.

13And as Peter knocked at the
door of the gate, a girl named Rhoda
came to answer.

14When she recognized Peter’s
voice, because of her gladness she
did not open the gate, but ran in
and announced that Peter stood be-
fore the gate.

15But they said to her, “You are
beside yourself!” Yet she kept insist-
ing that it was so. So they said, “It is
his angel.”

16Now Peter continued knocking;
and when they opened the door and
saw him, they were astonished.

17But motioning to them with his
hand to keep silent, he ndeclared to
them how the Lord had brought
him out of the prison. And he said,
“Go, tell these things to oJames and
to the brethren.” And he departed
and went to another place.

18Then, as soon as it was day,
there was no small stir among the
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soldiers about what had become of
Peter.

19But when Herod had searched
for him and not found him, he ex-
amined the guards and commanded
that they should be pput to death.
And he went down from Judea to
Caesarea, and stayed there.

Herod blasphemes and dies
20Now Herod had been very an-

gry with the people of qTyre and Si-
don; but they came to him with one
accord, and having made Blastus the
king’s personal aide their friend,
they asked for peace, because their
country was supplied with food by
the king’s country.

21So on a set day Herod, arrayed
in royal apparel, sat on his throne
and gave an oration to them.

22And the people kept shouting,
“The voice of a rgod and not of a
man!”

23Then immediately an sangel of
the Lord tstruck him, because he
did not ugive glory to God. And he
was eaten by worms and vdied.

24But the wword of God grew and
xmultiplied.

25And yBarnabas and Saul re-
turned from* Jerusalem when they
had yfulfilled their ministry, and
they also took with them z John
whose surname was Mark.

IV. The First Missionary Journey,
13—14

Set apart by Holy Spirit

13NOW in the aachurch that
was at Antioch there were

certain prophets and teachers: Bar-
nabas, Simeon who was called Ni-
ger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen who
had been brought up with Herod
the tetrarch, and Saul.

2As they ministered to the Lord
and fasted, the Holy bbSpirit said,
“Now separate to Me Barnabas and
Saul for the work to which I have
called them.”

3Then, having fasted and prayed,
*12:25 NU-Text and M-Text read to.

12:11,19,20,21 Herod. Herod Agrippa I. See Mark
6:14, note.

13:1 who had been brought up. Literally the foster
brother of. Herod. Herod Agrippa I. See Mark 6:14, note.



Perga, they came to Antioch in Pi-
sidia, and went into the synagogue
on the iSabbath day and sat down.

15And after j the reading of the
kLaw and the Prophets, the rulers of
the synagogue sent to them, saying,
“Men and brethren, if you have any
word of exhortation for the people,
say on.”

16Then Paul stood up, and mo-
tioning with his hand said, “Men of
Israel, and you who lfear God, lis-
ten:

17m“The God of this people
Israel* nchose our fathers, and exalt-
ed the people when they dwelt as
strangers in the land of Egypt, and
with an uplifted arm He obrought
them out of it.

18“Now for a time of about pforty
years He put up with their ways in
the wilderness.

19“And when He had destroyed
qseven nations in the land of Ca-
naan, He distributed their land to
them by rallotment.

20“After that He gave them
sjudges for about four hundred and
fifty years, until Samuel the prophet.

21“And afterward they asked for a
king; so God gave them tSaul the
son of Kish, a man of the tribe of
Benjamin, for forty years.

22“And when He had removed
him, He raised up for them uDavid
as king, to whom also He gave testi-
mony and jsaid, v‘I have found Da-
vid* the son of Jesse, a man after
My own heart, who will do all My
will.’

23“From this man’s seed, accord-
ing to the wpromise, God xraised up
for Israel a ySavior—Jesus—*

24“after John had first preached,
before His coming, the baptism of
zrepentance to all the people of Is-
rael.

25“And as John was finishing his
course, he said, ‘Who do you think I
am? I am not He. But behold,
aa there comes One after me, the

and alaid hands on them, they sent
them away.

4So, being sent out by the Holy
bSpirit, they went down to Seleucia,
and from there they sailed to Cyprus.

5And when they arrived in Sala-
mis, they cpreached the word of
God in the synagogues of the Jews.
They also had John as their assis-
tant.

Opposition from Satan
6Now when they had gone

through the island* to Paphos, they
found a certain sorcerer, a false
prophet, a Jew whose name was
Bar-Jesus,

7who was with the proconsul, Ser-
gius Paulus, an intelligent man. This
man called for Barnabas and Saul
and sought to hear the cword of
God.

8But Elymas the sorcerer (for so
his name is translated) withstood
them, seeking to turn the proconsul
away from the faith.

9Then Saul, who also is called
Paul, filled with the Holy bSpirit,
looked intently at him

10and said, “O full of all deceit
and all fraud, you son of the ddevil,
you enemy of all erighteousness,
will you not cease perverting the
straight ways of the Lord?

11“And now, indeed, the hand of
the Lord is upon you, and you shall
be blind, not seeing the sun for a
time.” And immediately a dark mist
f fell on him, and he went around
seeking someone to lead him by the
hand.

12Then the proconsul gbelieved,
when he saw what had been done,
being astonished at the cteaching of
the Lord.

13Now when Paul and his party
set sail from Paphos, they came to
Perga in Pamphylia; and John, hde-
parting from them, returned to
Jerusalem.

Justification by faith preached
by Paul at Antioch in Pisidia

(vv. 38–39)
14But when they departed from
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sandals of whose feet I am not wor-
thy to loose.’

26“Men and brethren, sons of the
family of Abraham, and a those
among you who fear God, to you
the word of this bsalvation has been
sent.

27“For those who dwell in Jeru-
salem, and their rulers, because
they did not know Him, nor even
the voices of the Prophets which
are read every cSabbath, have ful-
filled them in condemning Him.

28“And though they found dno
cause for death in Him, they asked
Pilate that He should be eput to
death.

29“Now when they had fulfilled
all that was fwritten concerning
Him, they took Him down from the
tree and laid Him in a tomb.

30“But God graised Him from the
dead.

31“He was hseen for many days
by those who came up with Him
from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are
His witnesses to the people.
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32“And we declare to you iglad

tidings—that jpromise which was
made to the fathers.

33“God has fulfilled this for us
their children, in that He has
graised up Jesus. As it is also fwrit-
ten in the second Psalm:

‘You k are My Son,
Today I have begotten You.’

34“And that He raised Him from
the dead, no more to return to cor-
ruption, He has spoken lthus:

‘ I will give you the sure mercies
of David.’

35“Therefore He also says in an-
other Psalm:

‘You will not allow Your mHoly
One to see corruption.’

36“For David, after he had served
his own generation by the will of
God, fell asleep, was buried with his
fathers, and saw corruption;

37“but He whom God graised up
saw no corruption.
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That you should be for
nsalvation to the ends of
the earth.’ ”

48Now when the Gentiles heard
this, they were glad and glorified
the word of the Lord. And as many
as had been oappointed to eternal
llife pbelieved.

49And the word of the Lord was
being jspread throughout all the re-
gion.

50But the Jews stirred up the de-
vout and prominent women and the
chief men of the city, raised up
qpersecution against Paul and Bar-
nabas, and expelled them from their
region.

51But they rshook off the dust
from their feet against them, and
came to Iconium.

52And the disciples were filled
with s joy and twith the Holy uSpirit.

The work in Iconium;
many believe

14NOW it happened in Iconi-
um that they went together

to the synagogue of the Jews, and so
spoke that a great vmultitude both
of the Jews and of the wGreeks pbe-
lieved.

2But the xunbelieving Jews stirred
up the yGentiles and poisoned their
minds against the brethren.

3Therefore they stayed there a
long time, speaking boldly in the
Lord, who was bearing witness to
the jword of His igrace, granting
signs and zwonders to be done by
their hands.

4But the multitude of the city was
aadivided: part sided with the Jews,
and part with the apostles.

The work in Derbe and Lystra;
a cripple healed

5And when a violent attempt was
made by both the Gentiles and
Jews, with their rulers, to bbabuse
and stone them,

6they became aware of it and
ccfled to Lystra and Derbe, cities of

38“Therefore let it be known to
you, brethren, that through this
Man is preached to you the a for-
giveness of bsins;

39“and by Him ceveryone who
believes is d justified from all things
from which you could not be justi-
fied by the elaw of Moses.

40“Beware therefore, lest what
has been spoken in the prophets
come upon you:
41 ‘Behold, you despisers,

Marvel and perish!
For I fwork a work in your

days,
A work which you will by no

means believe,
Though one were to declare it

to you.’ ”
42So when the Jews went out of

the synagogue,* the Gentiles begged
that these gwords might be
preached to them the next hSab-
bath.

43Now when the congregation
had broken up, many of the Jews
and devout proselytes followed Paul
and Barnabas, who, speaking to
them, persuaded them to continue
in the igrace of God.

The Jews oppose Paul (cp. vv. 6,50),
who turns to the Gentiles

(cp. Acts 18:6; 28:25)
44On the next hSabbath almost

the whole city came together to
hear the jword of God.

45But when the Jews saw the
multitudes, they were filled with
envy; and contradicting and blas-
pheming, they opposed the things
spoken by Paul.

46Then Paul and Barnabas grew
bold and said, “It was necessary
that the jword of God should be spo-
ken to you kfirst; but since you re-
ject it, and judge yourselves unwor-
thy of everlasting llife, behold, we
turn to the Gentiles.

47“For so the Lord has gcom-
manded us:

‘ Im have set you as a light to the
Gentiles,

13:48
p Faith: v. 48;

14:1; Acts 14:9.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)
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t Acts 2:4; 4:8,31;
13:9

u Holy Spirit (NT):
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45

w Acts 17:4; 18:4;
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14:2
x Cp. Acts 13:45;
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y See Eph. 3:6,
note

14:3
z Acts 5:12; Heb.

2:4; cp. Mark
16:20; Rom.
15:19; 1 Cor.
2:4

14:4
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cp. John 9:16;
Acts 17:4-5;
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14:6
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c John 3:16
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3:26; Rom. 1:16

l Life (eternal): vv.
46,48; Rom.
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1518 ACTS 13:38—14:6

*13:42 Or And when they went out of the
synagogue of the Jews; NU-Text reads And when
they went out, they begged.

13:46 reject it. Literally thrust it from you.
13:51 shook off the dust. This was in accord with the

Lord’s instructions (Luke 9:5; 10:11).



Lycaonia, and to the surrounding re-
gion.

7And they were preaching the
agospel there.

8And in Lystra a bcertain man
without strength in his feet was sit-
ting, a cripple from his mother’s
womb, who had never walked.

9This man heard Paul speaking.
Paul, observing him intently and see-
ing that he had cfaith to be healed,

10said with a loud voice, “Stand
up straight on your feet!” And he
dleaped and walked.

11Now when the people saw
what Paul had done, they raised
their voices, saying in the Lycaonian
language, “The egods have come
down to us in the likeness of men!”

12And Barnabas they called Zeus,
and Paul, Hermes, because he was
the chief speaker.

13Then the priest of Zeus, whose
temple was in front of their city,
brought oxen and garlands to the
gates, intending to fsacrifice with
the multitudes.

14But when the apostles Barnabas
and Paul heard this, they tore their
clothes and ran in among the multi-
tude, crying out

15and saying, “Men, why are you
doing these things? gWe also are
men with the same nature as you,
and preach to you that you should
turn from these huseless things to
the living God, who made the heav-
en, the earth, the sea, and all things
that are in them,

16“who in bygone generations ial-
lowed all nations to walk in their
own ways.

17“Nevertheless He did not leave
Himself without jwitness, in that He
did good, gave us krain from heaven
and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts
with lfood and gladness.”

18And with these sayings they
could scarcely restrain the multi-
tudes from msacrificing to them.

Paul stoned at Lystra
19Then Jews from Antioch and

Iconium came there; and having
persuaded the multitudes, they

14:23
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note)
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11:30; Titus 1:5,
note)
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w Faith: v. 23;
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(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)
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x Gospel: v. 25;

Acts 15:7. (Gen.
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note)
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(John 1:14; John
1:17, note)
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aa Churches (lo-
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note)
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3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)
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d Miracles (NT):
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16:18. (Matt.
8:3; Acts 28:8,
note)
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e Cp. Acts 12:22;

28:6

14:13
f Cp. Dan. 2:46
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g Cp. Acts 10:26;

James 5:17; Rev.
22:9
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5:24

l Ps. 145:16
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28:6
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n 2 Cor. 12:1-4
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ACTS 14:7–28 1519
stoned Paul and dragged him out of
the city, supposing him to be ndead.

20However, when the disciples
gathered around him, he rose up and
went into the city. And the next day
he departed with Barnabas to Derbe.

Elders appointed in every church
21And when they had preached

the ogospel to that city and made
many disciples, they returned to
Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch,

22strengthening the souls of the
disciples, pexhorting them to con-
tinue in the faith, and saying, “We
must through many q tribulations
enter the rkingdom of God.”

23So when they shad appointed
telders in every uchurch, and
prayed with fasting, they vcom-
mended them to the Lord in whom
they had wbelieved.

24And after they had passed
through Pisidia, they came to Pam-
phylia.

25Now when they had xpreached
the word in Perga, they went down
to Attalia.

Return to Antioch;
report to church

26From there they sailed to Anti-
och, where they had been ycom-
mended to the zgrace of God for the
work which they had completed.

27Now when they had come and
gathered the aachurch together,
they reported all that God had done
with them, and that He had opened
the door of bbfaith to the ccGentiles.

28So they stayed there a long time
with the disciples.

14:23 appointed. Literally chose, that is, by raising of
hands.

14:8 MIRACLES IN 
THE EARLY CHURCH

Peter cures a lame man. Acts 3:6–9
Ananias and Sapphira die suddenly. Acts 5:1–10
Saul is healed of his blindness. Acts 9:17–18
Peter heals Aeneas of paralysis. Acts 9:33–35
Peter raises Dorcas from the dead. Acts 9:36–41
Saul blinds Elymas. Acts 13:8–11
Paul cures a lame man. Acts 14:8–10
Paul cures a girl of her demon. Acts 16:16–18
Paul raised Eutychus from the dead. Acts 20:9–10
Paul unharmed by a snake bite. Acts 28:3–5
Paul heals Publius’s father. Acts 28:7–9



acknowledged them by giving them
the Holy rSpirit, just as He did to us,

9“and made no distinction be-
tween us and them, spurifying their
hearts by kfaith.

10“Now therefore, why do you
ttest God by putting a uyoke on the
neck of the disciples which neither
our fathers nor we were able to
bear?

11“But we believe that through
the vgrace of the Lord Jesus Christ*

we shall be wsaved in the same
manner as xthey.”

Paul and Barnabas testify
12Then all the multitude kept

silent and listened to Barnabas and
Paul declaring how many miracles
and wonders God had worked
through them among the yGentiles.

James announces decision
of council: (1) the outcalling

of Gentiles agrees with promises
to Israel

13And after they had become
silent, z James answered, saying,
“Men and brethren, listen to me:

14“Simon has declared how God
at the first visited the Gentiles to
take out of them a people for His
name.

15“And with this the words of the
prophets agree, just as it is aawrit-
ten:
16 ‘After bb this I will return

And will rebuild the tabernacle
of ccDavid, which has fallen
down;

I will rebuild its ruins,
And I will set it up;

17 So that the rest of mankind may
seek the LORD,

Even all the Gentiles who are
called by My name,

Says the LORD who does all
these things.’*

V. The Council at Jerusalem, 15:1–35

Circumcision question settled;
the legalizers from Judea

15AND acertain men came
down from Judea and btaught

the brethren, c“Unless you are cir-
cumcised according to the dcustom
of Moses, you cannot be esaved.”

Paul and Barnabas go to Jerusalem
2Therefore, when Paul and Barna-

bas had no small dissension and dis-
pute with them, they determined
that Paul and Barnabas and certain
others of them should fgo up to
Jerusalem, to the apostles and gel-
ders, about this question.

3So, being sent on their way by
the hchurch, they passed through
Phoenicia and Samaria, describing
the iconversion of the iGentiles; and
they caused great joy to all the
brethren.

4And when they had come to
Jerusalem, they were received by
the hchurch and the apostles and
the gelders; and they reported all
things that God had done with
them.

5But some of the sect of the jPhar-
isees who kbelieved rose up, saying,
“It is necessary to circumcise them,
and to command them to keep the
llaw of Moses.”

Peter’s rebuttal: Why place Gentile
believers under yoke of law?

6Now the apostles and gelders
came together to consider this mat-
ter.

7And when there had been much
dispute, Peter rose up and said to
them: “Men and brethren, you
know that a good while ago God
mchose among us, that nby my
mouth the oGentiles should hear
the word of the pgospel and believe.

8“So God, who qknows the heart,
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note
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Titus 1:5, note)

15:3
h Churches (lo-
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i See Eph. 3:6,
note
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1520 ACTS 15:1–17

*15:11 NU-Text and M-Text omit Christ.
*15:17 Amos 9:11–12

15:4 come to Jerusalem. Approximately A.D. 49.
15:7 dispute. Or questioning.
15:16 return. With the exception of the first five words,

vv. 16–18 are quoted from Amos 9:11–12. James quoted
from the LXX, which here preserved the original text (see
Amos 9:12, note). Amos 9:11 begins with the words “on
that day.” James introduced his quotation in such a way as

to show what day Amos was talking about, namely, the
time after the present world-wide witness (Acts 1:8), when
Christ will return. James showed that there will be Gentile
believers at that time as well as Jewish believers; hence he
concluded that Gentiles are not required to become Jewish
proselytes by circumcision.



18“Known to God from eternity
are all His works.*

(2) Gentiles are not under the law
19“Therefore I judge that we

should not trouble those from
among the aGentiles who are turn-
ing to God,

20“but that we bwrite to them to
abstain from things polluted by
idols, from sexual immorality,* from
things strangled, and from blood.

21“For Moses has had throughout
many generations those who cpreach
him in every city, being read in the
synagogues every dSabbath.”

22Then it pleased the apostles and
eelders, with the whole fchurch, to
send chosen men of their own com-
pany to Antioch with Paul and Bar-
nabas, namely, Judas who was also
named Barsabas,* and Silas, leading
men among the brethren.

23They wrote this letter by them:

The apostles, the gelders, and
the brethren,
To the brethren who are of the
hGentiles in Antioch, Syria,
and Cilicia:
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d Sabbath: v. 21;
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12:1, note)
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e Elders: v. 22;

Acts 15:23.
(Acts 11:30; Ti-
tus 1:5, note)

f Churches (lo-
cal): v. 22; Acts
15:41. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

15:23
g Elders: v. 23;

Acts 16:4. (Acts
11:30; Titus 1:5,
note)
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note

ACTS 15:18–28 1521
Greetings.

24 Since we have heard that some
who went out from us have
troubled you with words,
iunsettling your souls, saying,
“You must be circumcised and
keep the law”*—to whom we
gave no such commandment—

25 it seemed good to us, being
assembled with one accord, to
send chosen men to you with
our beloved Barnabas and
Paul,

26 jmen who have risked their
lives for the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

27 We have therefore sent Judas
and Silas, who will also report
the same things by word of
mouth.

(3) Gentile believers must not
cause Jews to stumble

28 For it seemed good to the
kHoly Spirit, and to us, to lay

*15:18 NU-Text reads Says the Lord, who makes
these things known from eternity (of old).
*15:20 Or fornication *15:22 NU-Text and 
M-Text read Barsabbas. *15:24 NU-Text omits
saying, “You must be circumcised and keep the law”.

15:18 eternity. Greek aiōn. See Mark 10:30, note.
15:19 The scope of the decision goes far beyond the

mere question of circumcision. The whole question of the
relation of the law to Gentile believers had been put in is-
sue (v. 5), and their exemption is declared in the decision

(vv. 19,24). The decision might be otherwise stated in the
terms of Rom. 6:14: “You are not under law but under
grace.” Gentile believers were to show grace by abstaining
from the practices offensive to godly Jews (vv. 20–21,
28–29; compare Rom. 14:12–17; 1 Cor. 8:1–13).

15:13–18 GOD’S DIVINE PLAN

This important passage shows God’s program for this age. It is necessary to observe the purpose of James in his deci-
sion. He is not simply arguing that Gentiles can be saved. This is clearly taught in many passages in the OT and was
recognized by the apostles at their conference described in Acts 11 (note especially v. 18).

The problem is circumcision. Must Gentiles become Jews before they become Christians? James declares that
Amos 9:12 shows that, at the return of Christ, there will not only be believing Jews (here called “the rest of mankind”)
but also (translating NKJV “even” by “and”) believing Gentiles “who are called by My name” (v. 17). Thus the passage,
as explained by James, shows the following elements in the divine plan:

(1) The taking out from among the Gentiles of a people for His name, the distinctive work of the present or Church
Age. The Church is the ekklēsia—the “called-out assembly.” The Gospel has never anywhere converted all but every-
where has called out some. No mention is made in this passage of gathering out the remnant from Israel in this age
(compare Rom. 11:5), because this was not the issue in dispute at the Jerusalem Council.

(2) “After this [that is, the out-calling] I will return.” James quotes from Amos 9:11–12. The verses which follow in
Amos describe the final regathering of Israel, which the other prophets invariably connect with the fulfillment of the
Davidic Covenant (e.g. Is. 11:1,10–12; Jer. 23:5–8).

(3) “And will rebuild the tabernacle of David, which has fallen down.” Christ took the title to David’s throne back
to heaven with Him, assuring that David will never lack a man to sit on his throne, and looking forward to the re-
establishment of Davidic rule over Israel (2 Sam. 7:8–17; Luke 1:31–33).

(4) “That the rest of mankind [Israelites] may seek the LORD” (compare Zech. 12:7–8; 13:1–2). And
(5) “And (Greek kai) all the Gentiles,” etc. (compare Mic. 4:2; Zech. 8:21–22). This is also the order of Rom. 11:24–27.



other. And so Barnabas took Mark
and sailed to mCyprus;

40but Paul chose nSilas and de-
parted, obeing commended by the
brethren to the pgrace of God.

41And he went through Syria and
Cilicia, strengthening the qchurches.

Timothy circumcised and
added to missionary party

16THEN he came to rDerbe
and Lystra. And behold, a

certain disciple was there, named
Timothy, the son of a certain Jewish
woman who sbelieved, but his fa-
ther was Greek.

2He was twell spoken of by the
brethren who were at Lystra and
Iconium.

3Paul wanted to have him go on
with him. And he took him and ucir-
cumcised him because of the Jews
who were in that region, for they all
knew that his father was Greek.

4And as they went through the
cities, they delivered to them the
vdecrees to keep, which were deter-
mined by the apostles and welders
at Jerusalem.

5So the xchurches were strength-
ened in the faith, and increased in
number ydaily.

The Spirit guides to Troas;
the Macedonian vision; Luke

joins party (v. 10)
6Now when they had gone

through Phrygia and the region of
zGalatia, they were forbidden by the
aaHoly Spirit to preach the word in
Asia.

7After they had come to Mysia,
they tried to go into Bithynia, but
the bbSpirit* did not permit them.

8So passing by Mysia, they came
down to Troas.

9And a ccvision appeared to Paul
in the night. A man of Macedonia
stood and pleaded with him, saying,

upon you no greater burden
than these necessary things:

29 a that you abstain from bthings
offered to idols, from blood,
from things strangled, and
from csexual immorality.* If
you dkeep yourselves from
these, you will do well.
Farewell.

Judas and Silas go to Antioch
30So when they were sent off,

they came to Antioch; and when
they had gathered the multitude to-
gether, they delivered the eletter.

31When they had read it, they re-
joiced over its encouragement.

32Now Judas and Silas, them-
selves being fprophets also, exhort-
ed and strengthened the brethren
with many words.

33And after they had stayed there
for a time, they were sent back with
greetings from the brethren to the
apostles.*

34However, it seemed good to Si-
las to remain there.*

35Paul and Barnabas also re-
mained in gAntioch, teaching and
hpreaching the word of the Lord,
with many others also.

VI. The Second Missionary Journey,
15:36—18:22

Paul and Silas depart; Barnabas
and Mark go to Cyprus

36Then after some days iPaul said
to Barnabas, “Let us now go back
and visit our brethren in every city
where we have jpreached the word
of the Lord, and see how they are
doing.”

37Now Barnabas was determined
to take with them k John called
Mark.

38But Paul insisted that they
should not take with them the one
who had ldeparted from them in
Pamphylia, and had not gone with
them to the work.

39Then the contention became so
sharp that they parted from one an-
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cp. Acts 13:5;
Col. 4:10;
2 Tim. 4:11;
Philem. 24

15:38
l Acts 13:13

15:39
m Acts 4:36; 13:4

15:40
n v. 22

o Cp. Acts 14:26

p Grace: v. 40;
Acts 18:27.
(John 1:14; John
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1522 ACTS 15:29—16:9

*15:29 Or fornication *15:33 NU-Text reads
to those who had sent them. *15:34 NU-Text
and M-Text omit this verse. *16:7 NU-Text adds
of Jesus.

15:31 encouragement. Or exhortation.
15:32 prophets. The NT gift of prophecy is defined in

1 Cor. 14:3.
15:39 Barnabas. This is the last time Barnabas is

mentioned in Acts.
16:1 woman. That is, Eunice, 2 Tim. 1:5; compare

1 Cor. 7:14; Eph. 6:4; 2 Tim. 3:15.
16:9 pleaded. Here the Gospel turns to Europe.



“Come over to Macedonia and help
us.”

10Now after he had seen the avi-
sion, immediately we sought to go
bto Macedonia, concluding that the
Lord had called us to preach the
cgospel to them.

Paul enters Europe; goes to Philippi
11Therefore, sailing from Troas,

we ran a straight course to Samo-
thrace, and the next day came to
Neapolis,

12and from there to dPhilippi,
which is the foremost city of that part
of Macedonia, a colony. And we were
staying in that city for some days.

13And on the eSabbath day we
went out of the city to the riverside,
where prayer was customarily
made; and we sat down and fspoke
to the women who met there.
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k Gospel: v. 14;
Acts 16:31.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

16:15
l Cp. John 4:53;

Acts 11:14

m See Acts 8:12,
note

n Cp. Phil. 4:3;
2 John 4-11

o Cp. Matt. 10:11;
1 Pet. 4:9

p Cp. Luke 24:29;
Heb. 13:2

16:16
q Cp. Acts 19:24

16:10
a v. 9

b 2 Cor. 2:13

c Gospel: v. 10;
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(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

16:12
d Phil. 1:1

16:13
e Sabbath: v. 13;

Acts 17:2. (Gen.
2:3; Matt. 12:1,
note)

f Gospel: v. 13;
Acts 16:14.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
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ACTS 16:10–17 1523
First convert in Europe: Lydia

14Now a certain woman named
Lydia heard us. She was a seller of
purple from the city of gThyatira,
who worshiped God. The Lord
hopened her iheart to jheed the
kthings spoken by Paul.

15And when she and her lhouse-
hold were mbaptized, she begged
us, saying, “If you have judged me
to be nfaithful to the Lord, come to
my house and ostay.” So she pper-
suaded us.

A demon cast out: Paul
and Silas beaten

16Now it happened, as we went
to prayer, that a certain slave girl
possessed with a spirit of divination
met us, who brought her masters
qmuch profit by fortune-telling.

17This girl followed Paul and us,

16:10 we. The change here from “they” (vv. 6–8) to
“we” indicates that at Troas Luke, the narrator, joined
Paul’s company.

16:12 colony. That is, a Roman colony.

16:13 where prayer . . . made. Literally where we sup-
posed there was a place of prayer.

16:16 spirit. Literally a spirit, a Python, that is, a de-
mon. See Matt. 7:22, note.
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and immediately all the pdoors were
opened and everyone’s chains were
loosed.

27And the keeper of the prison,
awaking from sleep and seeing the
prison doors open, supposing the
prisoners had fled, drew his sword
and was about to qkill himself.

28But Paul called with a loud
voice, saying, “Do yourself no harm,
for we are all here.”

29Then he called for a light, ran
in, and fell down trembling before
Paul and Silas.

Faith: the only condition of salvation
30And he brought them out and

said, “Sirs, rwhat must I do to be
ssaved?”

31So they tsaid, u“Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be
vsaved, you and your whousehold.”

32Then they spoke the xword of
the Lord to him and to all who were
in his yhouse.

33And he took them the same
hour of the night and washed their
zstripes. And immediately he and all
his family were aabaptized.

34Now when he had brought
them into his house, he set food be-
fore them; and he bbrejoiced, having
ccbelieved in God with all his
ddhousehold.

Paul released by Roman praetors
35And when it was day, the mag-

istrates sent the officers, saying,
“Let those men go.”

36So the keeper of the prison re-
ported these words to Paul, saying,
“The magistrates have sent to let
you go. Now therefore depart, and
go in peace.”

37But Paul said to them, “They
have eebeaten us openly, uncon-
demned ffRomans, and have thrown
us into prison. And now do they put
us out secretly? No indeed! Let
them come themselves and get us
out.”

38And the officers told these
words to the magistrates, and they
were afraid when they heard that
they were ggRomans.

and acried out, saying, “These men
are the servants of the Most High
God, who proclaim to us the way of
bsalvation.”

18And this she did for many days.
But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned
and said to the spirit, “I command
you in the name of Jesus Christ to
ccome out of her.” And he dcame
out that very hour.

19But when her masters esaw that
their hope of profit was gone, they
seized Paul and Silas and dragged
them into the marketplace to the
authorities.

20And they brought them to the
magistrates, and said, “These men,
being Jews, exceedingly f trouble
our city;

21“and they teach customs
gwhich are not lawful for us, being
hRomans, to receive or observe.”

22Then the multitude rose up to-
gether against them; and the magis-
trates tore off their clothes and com-
manded them to be beaten with
rods.

23And when they had ilaid many
jstripes on them, they threw them
into kprison, commanding the jailer
to keep them securely.

24Having received such a charge,
he put them into the inner prison
and fastened their feet in the
lstocks.

Philippian jailer converted
25But at midnight Paul and Silas

were mpraying and nsinging hymns
to God, and the prisoners were lis-
tening to them.

26Suddenly there was a great
oearthquake, so that the founda-
tions of the prison were shaken;
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16:18 spirit. Literally a spirit, a Python, that is, a de-
mon. See Matt. 7:22, note.

16:26 EARTHQUAKES IN THE BIBLE

Punishment of Korah, Dathan 
and Abiram. Numbers 16:32

Causes the Philistines to flee. 1 Samuel 14:15
Elijah waits for God. 1 Kings 19:11
An historical event, long Amos 1:1; 

remembered. Zechariah 14:5
At Jesus’ death. Matthew 27:54
At Jesus’ resurrection. Matthew 28:2
Paul and Silas in prison. Acts 16:26
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39Then they came and pleaded
with them and brought them out,
and aasked them to depart from the
city.

40So they went out of the prison
and entered the house of Lydia; and
when they had seen the brethren,
they encouraged them and depart-
ed.

Paul visits Thessalonica;
church founded there

17NOW when they had passed
through Amphipolis and

Apollonia, they came to bThessalo-
nica, where there was a synagogue
of the Jews.

2Then Paul, cas his custom was,
went in to them, and for three dSab-
baths ereasoned with them from the
fScriptures,

3explaining and demonstrating
that the Christ had to gsuffer and
hrise again from the dead, and say-
ing, “This iJesus whom I preach to
you is the Christ.”

4 jAnd some of them were kper-
suaded; and a great multitude of the
devout Greeks, and not a few of the
lleading women, joined Paul and Si-
las.

Jews riot at Thessalonica
5But the Jews who were not per-

suaded, becoming menvious,* took
some of the evil men from the mar-
ketplace, and gathering a mob, set
all the city in an uproar and at-
tacked the house of n Jason, and
sought to bring them out to the peo-
ple.

6But when they did not find
them, they odragged Jason and
some brethren to the rulers of the
city, crying out, “These who have
turned the world upside down have
come here too.

7“Jason has harbored them, and
these are all acting contrary to the
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decrees of Caesar, saying there is
another pking—Jesus.”

8And they troubled the crowd
and the rulers of the city when they
heard these things.

9So when they had taken security
from Jason and the rest, they let
them go.

Paul and Silas at Berea
10Then the brethren immediately

sent Paul and Silas away by night to
Berea. When they arrived, they
went into the synagogue of the Jews.

11These were more fair-minded
than those in Thessalonica, in that
they received the qword with all
rreadiness, and ssearched the tScrip-
tures daily to find out whether
these things were so.

12Therefore many of them ube-
lieved, and also not a few of the
vGreeks, prominent women as well
as men.

13But when the wJews from Thes-
salonica learned that the word of
God was xpreached by Paul at Be-
rea, y they came there also and
zstirred up the crowds.

14Then immediately the brethren
aasent Paul away, to go to the sea;
but both Silas and Timothy re-
mained there.

15So those who conducted Paul
brought him to Athens; and bbre-
ceiving a command for Silas and
ccTimothy to come to him with all
speed, they departed.

Paul alone at Athens
16Now while Paul waited for

them at Athens, his spirit was
ddprovoked within him when he
saw that the city was given over to
idols.

17Therefore he reasoned in the
synagogue with the Jews and with
the Gentile worshipers, and in the
*17:5 NU-Text omits who were not persuaded; 
M-Text omits becoming envious.

16:40 encouraged. Or exhorted. Compare vv. 9,15,39;
Acts 14:22.

17:3 that the Christ had to suffer. Paul’s argument was
twofold: that (1) according to the Scriptures, the Christ
(Messiah) had to suffer and rise again; and (2) Jesus of Naz-
areth was that Messiah.

17:6 rulers. The Greek word is politarchēs. At this

point the historicity of Acts has been attacked on the
ground that the magistrates of Thessalonica were not
called “politarchs.” However, an inscription on the Arch
of Galerius over the Egnatian Way corroborates the usage
of this title in Thessalonica.

17:12 Here is an illustration of John 5:46. Believing the
OT, many of the Bereans believed the Gospel of Christ.



Therefore, the One whom you wor-
ship without knowing, Him I pro-
claim to you:

24“God, who made the world and
everything in it, since He is Lord of
heaven and earth, does not fdwell
in temples made with hands.

25“Nor is He gworshiped with
men’s hands, as though He needed
anything, since He hgives to all life,
breath, and all things.

26“And He has made from one
blood* every nation of men to dwell
on all the face of the earth, and has
determined their preappointed
times and the iboundaries of their
dwellings,

27“so that they should seek the
Lord, in the hope that they might
grope for Him and find Him, though
He is jnot far from each one of us;

28k“for in Him we live and move
and have our being, as also some of
your own poets have said, ‘For we
are also His offspring.’

29“Therefore, since we are the
offspring of God, we ought not to
think that the Divine Nature is like
lgold or silver or stone, something
shaped by art and man’s devising.

30“Truly, these times of ignorance
God moverlooked, but now com-

marketplace daily with those who
happened to be there.

18Then* certain Epicurean and
Stoic philosophers encountered him.
And some said, “What does this bab-
bler want to say?” Others said, “He
seems to be a proclaimer of foreign
gods,” because he apreached to
them bJesus and the cresurrection.

19And they took him and brought
him to the Areopagus, saying, “May
we know what this new doctrine is
of which you speak?

20“For you are bringing some
strange things to our ears. There-
fore we want to know what these
things mean.”

21For all the Athenians and the
foreigners who were there spent
their time in nothing else but either
to tell or to hear some new thing.

Paul’s sermon on the Areopagus.
Theme: God will judge the world

by the resurrected Lord Jesus
22Then Paul stood in the midst of

the dAreopagus and said, “Men of
Athens, I perceive that in all things
you are very religious;

23“for as I was passing through
and considering the objects of your
worship, I even found an altar with
this inscription:

eTO THE UNKNOWN GOD.
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18; Acts 17:31.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
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17:32
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1526 ACTS 17:18–30

*17:18 NU-Text and M-Text add also.
*17:26 NU-Text omits blood.

17:18 Epicurean. The Epicureans were disciples of Epi-
curus, 341–270 B.C., who abandoned as hopeless the
search by reason for pure truth (compare John 18:38), seek-
ing instead true pleasure through experience. The Stoics
were disciples of Zeno, 336–264 B.C. This philosophy was
founded on human self-sufficiency, inculcated stern self-re-
pression and solidarity of the race. Paul’s sermon (vv.
22–32) contains a most remarkable refutation of the specif-
ic views of both of these schools, which were extremely
widespread in the apostolic world. As a result of the ser-
mon “some men joined him and believed” (v. 34). gods.
The term here rendered “gods” is commonly used in Greek
writings for pagan gods. It is used nowhere else in the NT
in this sense, but occurs fifty times for evil spirits and is,
therefore, usually translated “demons.”

17:19 Areopagus. The highest court of Athens, which
met on Mars’ Hill, west of the Acropolis. v. 22. doctrine.
Or teaching.

17:24 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
17:28 This verse comprises quotations from two poets—

Epimenides and Aratus.
17:29 Offspring is from the Greek genos meaning race.

The reference is to the creation-work of God, in which He

made man (that is, mankind, the race in Adam) in His own
likeness, Gen. 1:26–27, thus rebuking the thought that “the
Divine Nature is like gold,” etc. The word “Father” is not
used, nor does the passage affirm anything concerning fa-
therhood or sonship, which are relationships based upon
faith and the new birth. Compare John 1:12–13; Gal. 3:26;
4:1–7; 1 John 5:1.

17:30 REPENTANCE, SUMMARY

Repent is the translation of a Greek verb metanoeō,
meaning to have another mind, to change the mind, and
is used in the NT to indicate a change of mind in respect
to sin, God, and self. This change of mind may, espe-
cially in the case of Christians who have fallen into sin,
be preceded by sorrow (2 Cor. 7:8–11); but sorrow for
sin, though it may cause repentance, is not repentance.
The son in Matt. 21:28–29 illustrates true repentance.

Repentance is not an act separate from faith, but sav-
ing faith includes and implies that change of mind
which is called repentance (see Heb. 11:39, note.
Compare Zech. 8:14, note).



mands all men everywhere to are-
pent,

31“because He has appointed a
bday on which He will c judge the
world in righteousness by the
deMan whom He has ordained. He
has given assurance of this to all by
fgraising Him from the dead.”

32And when they heard of the
fresurrection of the dead, some
imocked, while others said, “We
will hear you jagain on this matter.”

33So Paul departed from among
them.

34However, some men joined him
and kbelieved, among them Dionysi-
us the Areopagite, a woman named
Damaris, and others with them.

Founding of the church at Corinth

18AFTER these things Paul de-
parted from Athens and

went to Corinth.
2And he found a certain Jew

named lAquila, born in Pontus, who
had recently come from Italy with
his wife Priscilla (because Claudius
had commanded all the Jews to de-
part from Rome); and he came to
them.

3So, because he was of the same
trade, he stayed with them and
worked; for by occupation they
were mtentmakers.

4And he reasoned in the syna-
gogue every nSabbath, and persuad-
ed both Jews and oGreeks.

5When Silas and Timothy had
come from Macedonia, Paul was
pcompelled by the Spirit, and testi-
fied to the Jews that qJesus is the
Christ.

6But rwhen they opposed him
and blasphemed, he shook his gar-
ments and said to them, “Your
blood be upon your own heads; I am
clean. From now on I will go to the
sGentiles.”

7And he departed from there and
entered the house of a certain man
named Justus,* one who worshiped
God, whose house was next door to
the synagogue.

8Then tCrispus, the ruler of the
synagogue, ubelieved on the Lord
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with all his household. And many of
the Corinthians, hearing, ubelieved
and were baptized.

9Now the Lord spoke to Paul in
the night by a vision, “Do not be
afraid, but speak, and do not keep
silent;

10“for I am with you, and no one
will attack you to hurt you; for I
have many people in this city.”

11And he continued there a year
and six months, vteaching the word
of God among them.

Gallio’s indifference
12When Gallio was proconsul of

Achaia, the Jews with one accord
rose up against Paul and brought
him to the judgment seat,

13saying, “This fellow persuades
men to worship God contrary to the
wlaw.”

14And when Paul was about to
open his mouth, Gallio said to the
Jews, “If it were a matter of wrong-
doing or wicked crimes, O Jews,
there would be reason why I should
bear with you.

15“But if it is a xquestion of words
and names and your own ylaw, look
to it yourselves; for I do not want to
be a judge of such matters.”

16And he drove them from the
judgment seat.

17Then all the Greeks* took zSos-
thenes, the ruler of the synagogue,
and beat him before the judgment
seat. But Gallio took no notice of
these things.

Paul takes a Jewish vow
(cp. Rom. 6:14; 2 Cor. 3:7–14;

Gal. 3:23–28)
18So Paul still remained a good

while. Then he took leave of the
brethren and sailed for Syria, and
aaPriscilla and Aquila were with
him. He had his hair bbcut off at
Cenchrea, for he had taken a vow.

19And he came to Ephesus, and
left them there; but he himself en-
tered the synagogue and ccreasoned
with the Jews.
*18:7 NU-Text reads Titius Justus. *18:17 NU-
Text reads they all.

17:31 world. Greek oikoumenē. See Luke 2:1, note.
18:1 Corinth. A city in Greece that was known for

idolatry and the evil conduct of its citizens.
18:4 persuaded. Literally sought to persuade.



28for he vigorously refuted the
Jews publicly, showing from the
Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ.

Paul at Ephesus: disciples of 
John the Baptist become Christians

19AND it happened, while
Apollos was at Corinth, that

Paul, having passed through the
kupper regions, came to Ephesus.
And finding some disciples

2he said to them, “Did you re-
ceive the Holy lSpirit when you be-
lieved?” So they said to him, “We
have not so much as heard whether
there is a Holy lSpirit.”

3And he said to them, m“Into
what then were you baptized?” So
they said, “Into John’s baptism.”

4Then Paul said, “John indeed
baptized with a nbaptism of orepen-
tance, saying to the people that they
should believe on Him who would
pcome after him, that is, on Christ
Jesus.”

5When they heard this, they were
qbaptized in the rname of the Lord
Jesus.

6And when Paul had laid hands
on them, the Holy sSpirit came
upon them, and they spoke with
ttongues and prophesied.

7Now the men were about twelve
in all.

Paul teaches in Ephesus for nearly
three years (vv. 9–10; 20:31)

8And he uwent into the syna-
gogue and spoke vboldly for three
months, reasoning and persuading
concerning the things of the wking-
dom of God.

20When they asked him to stay a
longer time with them, he did not
consent,

21but took leave of them, saying,
“I must by all means keep this com-
ing feast in Jerusalem;* but I will re-
turn again to you, aGod willing.”
And he sailed from Ephesus.

22And when he had landed at
bCaesarea, and gone up and greeted
the cchurch, he went down to Anti-
och.

VII. The Third Missionary Journey,
18:23—21:14

23After he had spent some time
there, he departed and went over
the region of dGalatia and Phrygia
in order, estrengthening all the dis-
ciples.

(Apollos at Ephesus and Corinth)
24Now a certain Jew named

fApollos, born at Alexandria, an elo-
quent man and mighty in the Scrip-
tures, came to Ephesus.

25This man had been instructed
in the way of the Lord; and being
g fervent in spirit, he spoke and
taught accurately the things of the
Lord, though he knew only the
hbaptism of John.

26So he began to speak boldly in
the synagogue. When Aquila and
Priscilla heard him, they took him
aside and explained to him the way
of God more accurately.

27And when he desired to cross
to Achaia, the brethren wrote, ex-
horting the disciples to receive him;
and when he arrived, he greatly
helped those who had ibelieved
through jgrace;
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*18:21 NU-Text omits I must through Jerusalem.

18:24 Scriptures. The NT Scriptures were not then writ-
ten; thus the OT is referred to here.

18:25 instructed. Literally taught orally, that is, not by
revelation. Compare Gal. 1:11–12.

18:26 accurately. Literally precisely.
18:28 that Jesus is the Christ. This seems to be as far as

Apollos’ ministry went—that Jesus was the long expected
Messiah (Acts 19:3). Apollos appears to have known noth-
ing yet of the doctrines of justification through the blood of
Christ and sanctification through the Holy Spirit.

19:2 In both this passage and 1:8 the Greek participles
have been translated sometimes in such a way that some
have concluded that the gift of the Holy Spirit was granted
to believers some time after the exercise of faith on their

part. The original language allows no such interpretation.
The literal translation of 1:8 is: “But you shall receive pow-
er, the Holy Spirit coming upon you . . .” The literal ren-
dering of 19:2 is: “[He] asked them, ‘Did you receive the
Holy Spirit, having believed?’ “ Both passages could not
be stronger in indicating that the Spirit was given at the
time of believing.

Paul was evidently impressed by some lack in the disci-
ples at Ephesus. Their answer showed that they were Jew-
ish proselytes, disciples of John the Baptist, looking forward
to a coming king, but not Christians resting on a finished
redemption. Compare Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 6:19; Eph. 1:13,
reading “Having believed, you were sealed with the Holy
Spirit of promise.”



9But when some were ahardened
and did not believe, but spoke evil
of bthe Way before the multitude,
he departed from them and cwith-
drew the disciples, reasoning daily
in the school of Tyrannus.

10And this continued for two
years, so that all who dwelt in dAsia
eheard the word of the Lord Jesus,
both Jews and Greeks.

Miracles performed at Ephesus
11Now God worked unusual fmir-

acles by the hands of Paul,
12so that even handkerchiefs or

aprons were brought from his gbody
to the sick, hand the diseases left
them and the ievil spirits went out
of them.

13Then some of the itinerant Jew-
ish exorcists took it upon them-
selves to call the name of the Lord
Jesus over those who had evil spir-
its, saying, “We* exorcise you by
the Jesus whom Paul jpreaches.”

14Also there were seven sons of
Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who
did so.

15And the kevil spirit answered
and said, l“Jesus I know, and Paul I
know; but who are you?”

16Then the man in whom the evil
spirit was leaped on them, over-
powered* them, and prevailed
against them,* so that they fled out
of that house naked and wounded.

17This became known both to all
Jews and Greeks dwelling in Ephe-
sus; and mfear fell on them all, and
the name of the Lord Jesus was
magnified.

18And many who had nbelieved
came oconfessing and telling their
deeds.

19Also, many of those who had
practiced pmagic brought their
books together and burned them in
the sight of all. And they counted up
the value of them, and it totaled
fifty thousand qpieces of silver.
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ACTS 19:9–29 1529
20So the word of the Lord rgrew

smightily and prevailed.
21When these things were accom-

plished, Paul tpurposed in the Spir-
it, when he had passed through
uMacedonia and Achaia, to go to
Jerusalem, saying, “After I have
been there, I must also see vRome.”

22So he sent into Macedonia two
of those who ministered to him,
wTimothy and xErastus, but he him-
self stayed in Asia for a time.

Uproar at Ephesus
23And about that time there arose

a great commotion about the Way.
24For a certain man named De-

metrius, a silversmith, who made
silver shrines of Diana, brought no
small profit to the craftsmen.

25He called them together with
the workers of similar occupation,
and said: “Men, you know that we
have our prosperity by this ytrade.

26“Moreover you see and hear
that not only at Ephesus, but
throughout almost all Asia, this Paul
has persuaded and turned away
many people, saying that they are
znot gods which are made with
hands.

27“So not only is this aatrade of
ours in danger of falling into disre-
pute, but also the temple of the
great goddess Diana may be de-
spised and her magnificence de-
stroyed,* whom all Asia and the
world worship.”

28Now when they heard this,
they were full of wrath and cried
out, saying, “Great is Diana of the
Ephesians!”

29So the whole city was filled with
confusion, and rushed into the the-
ater with one accord, having seized
bbGaius and ccAristarchus, Macedo-
nians, Paul’s travel companions.
*19:13 NU-Text reads I. *19:16 M-Text reads
and they overpowered. * NU-Text reads both of
them. *19:27 NU-Text reads she be deposed
from her magnificence.

19:16 overpowered them. The sons of Sceva sought to
imitate, to their own confusion, a power to which they
were strangers. This striking witness from another source
caused fear to seize them all.

19:23 about the Way. That is, concerning Christ. John
14:6.

19:27 world. Greek oikoumenē. See Luke 2:1, note.

19:28 Diana. Greek Artemis, an ancient and mytholog-
ical goddess of the moon, the outdoors, and all forms of life
and fertility. “Diana” is her Roman name. Artemis of the
Ephesians was a particular image of the goddess, which
was reputed to have fallen from heaven (v. 35). Compare
Deut. 16:21, note; Judg. 2:13, note.



Ephesians is temple guardian of the
great goddess Diana, and of the im-
age which fell down from Zeus?

36“Therefore, since these things
cannot be denied, you ought to be
quiet and do nothing rashly.

37“For you have brought these
men here who are neither robbers
of temples nor blasphemers of your*

goddess.
38“Therefore, if eDemetrius and

his fellow craftsmen have a case
against anyone, the courts are open
and there are proconsuls. Let them
bring charges against one another.

39“But if you have any other in-
quiry to make, it shall be deter-
mined in the lawful assembly.

40“For we are in danger of being
called in question for today’s fup-
roar, there being no reason which
we may give to account for this dis-
orderly gathering.”

30And when Paul wanted to go in
to the people, the disciples would
not allow him.

31Then some of the officials of
Asia, who were his friends, sent to
him pleading that he would not ven-
ture into the theater.

32aSome therefore cried one thing
and some another, for the assembly
was bconfused, and most of them
did not know why they had come
together.

33And they drew cAlexander out
of the multitude, the Jews putting
him forward. And Alexander dmo-
tioned with his hand, and wanted to
make his defense to the people.

34But when they found out that
he was a Jew, all with one voice
cried out for about two hours,
“Great is Diana of the Ephesians!”

35And when the city clerk had
quieted the crowd, he said: “Men of
Ephesus, what man is there who
does not know that the city of the
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19:40 disorderly gathering. Or seditious meeting.
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41And when he had said these
things, he dismissed the assembly.

Paul preaches in Macedonia
and Greece

20AFTER the auproar had
ceased, Paul called the disci-

ples to himself, bembraced them,
and departed to go to cMacedonia.

2Now when he had gone over
that region and encouraged them
with many words, he came to
dGreece

3and stayed three months. And
when the Jews eplotted against him
as he was about to sail to Syria, he
decided to return through Macedo-
nia.

4And Sopater of Berea accompa-
nied him to Asia—also fAristarchus
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ACTS 19:41—20:15 1531
and Secundus of the Thessalonians,
and gGaius of Derbe, and hTimothy,
and iTychicus and jTrophimus of
Asia.

5These men, going ahead, waited
for us at kTroas.

Paul at Troas seven days; church
gathers on first day of week

6But we sailed away from Philippi
after the lDays of Unleavened
Bread, and in five days joined them
at Troas, where we stayed seven
days.

7Now on the first day of the
week, when the disciples came to-
gether to mbreak bread, Paul, ready
to depart the next day, spoke to
them and continued his message
until midnight.

8There were many lamps in the
nupper room where they* were
gathered together.

9And in a window sat a certain
young man named Eutychus, who
was sinking into a deep sleep. He
was overcome by sleep; and as Paul
continued speaking, he fell down
from the third story and was taken
up dead.

10But Paul went down, o fell on
him, and embracing him said, “Do
not trouble yourselves, for his life is
in him.”

11Now when he had come up,
had broken bread and eaten, and
talked a long while, even till day-
break, he departed.

12And they pbrought the young
man in qalive, and they were not a
little comforted.

From Troas to Miletus
13Then we went ahead to the

ship and sailed to Assos, there in-
tending to take Paul on board; for so
he had given orders, intending him-
self to go on foot.

14And when he met us at Assos,
we took him on board and came to
Mitylene.

15We sailed from there, and the
next day came opposite Chios. The
following day we arrived at Samos
*20:8 NU-Text and M-Text read we.

20:6 we. The first person plural pronoun indicates that
here Luke joins the apostles.

20:7 OBSERVANCE OF 
THE SABBATH

Although Paul was in Troas seven days (v. 6), apparent-
ly neither he nor the local church met for the breaking
of bread until the first day of the week (v. 7).

The fact that Paul and others sometimes attended
Sabbath services in Jewish synagogues (17:1–3) does
not prove that the apostolic Church kept the seventh
day as a special day of worship. It only shows that the
early missionaries took the Gospel message wherever
and whenever they found people gathered together
(5:19–20; 13:5; 16:13,25–33; 17:17,19,22; 18:7; 19:9;
25:6,23). This witness was carried on daily (2:47;
17:17; 19:9) in every possible way (1 Cor. 9:19–22).

The early churches were specifically warned against
submitting themselves to the bondage of any legalistic
observance of Sabbath days (Col. 2:16, compare Gal.
4:9–11). On the other hand, in the exercise of their
Christian liberty (Rom. 14:5–6), these same churches
voluntarily chose the first day of the week as an appro-
priate time for fellowship and worship (Acts 20:7;
1 Cor. 16:2), the day on which the Lord arose and re-
peatedly appeared to His disciples (John 20:19–24,
25–29). It was a new day for a new people belonging to
a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17), a day of commemoration
and joy, service (Matt. 28:10), and spiritual rest (Heb.
4:9–10). Contrast Sabbath, Matt. 12:1, note.

This observance of the first day of the week is cor-
roborated by the early fathers: in the writings of Barna-
bas (c. A.D. 100), Ignatius (A.D. 107), Justin Martyr (A.D.
145–150), and Irenaeus (A.D. 155–202). The edict of La-
odicea (4th Century A.D.) did not change the day of
worship from the seventh to the first day of the week, as
sometimes alleged, but rather put the stamp of official
approval upon an observance already long established
in the early churches.



clare to you the whole counsel of
God.

28n“Therefore take heed to your-
selves and to all the oflock, among
which the Holy pSpirit has made
you overseers, to shepherd the
qchurch of God* which He rpur-
chased with His own blood.

29“For I know this, that after my
departure savage swolves will
tcome in among you, not sparing
the flock.

30“Also ufrom among yourselves
men will rise up, speaking perverse
things, to draw away the disciples
after themselves.

31“Therefore watch, and remem-
ber that for vthree years I did not
cease to warn everyone night and
day with wtears.

32“So now, brethren, I xcommend
you to God and to the yword of His
grace, which is able to zbuild you up
and give you an aainheritance among
all those who are bbsanctified.

33“I have coveted no one’s silver
or gold or apparel.

34“Yes,* you yourselves know that
these cchands have provided for my
necessities, and for those who were
with me.

35“I have shown you in every
way, by laboring like this, that you
must support the weak. And re-
member the words of the Lord
Jesus, that He said, dd ‘It is more
blessed to give than to receive.’ ”

36And when he had said these
things, he eeknelt down and prayed
with them all.

37Then they all ffwept freely, and
fell on Paul’s neck and kissed him,

38sorrowing most of all for the
words which he spoke, that they
would see his face no more. And
they accompanied him to the ship.

and stayed at Trogyllium. The next
day we came to Miletus.

16For Paul had decided to sail past
Ephesus, so that he would not have
to spend time in Asia; for he was
hurrying to be at Jerusalem, if possi-
ble, on the Day of aPentecost.

Paul’s farewell to the Ephesian elders
17From Miletus he sent to Ephe-

sus and called for the belders of the
cchurch.

18And when they had come to
him, he said to them: “You know,
from the first day that I came to
Asia, in what manner I always lived
among you,

19“serving the Lord with all hu-
mility, with many tears and dtrials
which happened to me by the plot-
ting of the Jews;

20“how I kept back nothing that
was helpful, but proclaimed it to
you, and taught you publicly and
from house to house,

21e“testifying to Jews, and also to
Greeks, frepentance toward God
and faith toward our Lord Jesus
Christ.

22“And see, now I go bound in
the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing
the things that will happen to me
there,

23“except that the Holy gSpirit
testifies in every city, saying that
chains and tribulations hawait me.

24“But none of these things move
me; nor do I count my life dear to
myself,* so that I may finish my race
with joy, and the ministry which I
received from the Lord Jesus, to tes-
tify to the igospel of the jgrace of
God.

25“And indeed, now I know that
you all, among whom I have gone
preaching the kkingdom of God, will
see my face no more.

26“Therefore I testify to you this
day that I am linnocent of the blood
of all men.

27m“For I have not shunned to de-
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*20:24 NU-Text reads But I do not count my life of
any value or dear to myself. *20:28 M-Text
reads of the Lord and God. *20:34 NU-Text and
M-Text omit Yes.

20:22 spirit to Jerusalem. Paul’s motive in going to
Jerusalem seems to have been his great affection for the
Jews (Rom. 9:1–5) and his hope that the gifts of the Gentile
churches, sent by him to poor saints at Jerusalem (Rom.
15:25–28), would open the hearts of the law-bound Jewish
believers to the “gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24).

20:29 wolves will come. Two sources of apostasy are:
(1) false teachers from outside of the Church (2 Cor.
11:13–15; 2 Pet. 2:1–3); and (2) ambitious leaders within
the Church (1 John 2:18–19; 3 John 9–10).

20:35 I have shown you. That is, In every way I have
given you an example.



Paul and his party sail
from Miletus to Tyre

21NOW it came to pass, that
when we had departed from

them and set sail, running a straight
course we came to Cos, the follow-
ing day to Rhodes, and from there
to Patara.

2And finding a ship sailing over to
Phoenicia, we went aboard and set
sail.

3When we had sighted Cyprus,
we passed it on the left, sailed to
Syria, and landed at Tyre; for there
the ship was to unload her cargo.

At Tyre seven days;
the Holy Spirit forbids Paul

to go to Jerusalem
4And finding disciples,* we stayed

there seven days. They told Paul
through the aSpirit bnot to go up to
Jerusalem.

5When we had come to the end of
those days, we departed and went on
our way; and they all accompanied
us, with wives and children, till we
were out of the city. And we cknelt
down on the shore and prayed.

6When we had taken our leave of
one another, we boarded the ship,
and they returned home.

On to Ptolemais and Caesarea,
where Holy Spirit again warns Paul
7And when we had finished our

voyage from Tyre, we came to Ptole-
mais, greeted the brethren, and
stayed with them one day.

8On the next day we who were
Paul’s companions* departed and
came to dCaesarea, and entered the
house of ePhilip the evangelist, who
was one of the fseven, and stayed
with him.

9Now this man had four virgin
daughters who prophesied.

10And as we stayed many days, a
certain prophet named gAgabus
came down from Judea.

11When he had come to us, he
took Paul’s belt, bound his own
hands and feet, and said, “Thus says
the Holy hSpirit, ‘So shall the Jews
at Jerusalem ibind the man who
owns this belt, and deliver him into
the hands of the Gentiles.’ ”

12Now when we heard these
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ACTS 21:1–22 1533
things, both we and those from that
place pleaded with him not to go up
to Jerusalem.

13Then Paul answered, “What do
you mean by jweeping and breaking
my heart? For I am kready not only
to be lbound, but also to mdie at
Jerusalem for the nname of the Lord
Jesus.”

14So when he would not be per-
suaded, we ceased, saying, “The
owill of the Lord be done.”

VIII. From Jerusalem to Rome,
21:15—28:31

Paul goes to Jerusalem
15And after those days we packed

and went up to Jerusalem.
16Also some of the disciples from

pCaesarea went with us and
brought with them a certain Mna-
son of Cyprus, an early disciple,
with whom we were to lodge.

At Jerusalem, Paul takes a Jewish
vow involving blood sacrifice,

and enters the temple
(cp. Heb. 10:2,4,9–12)

17And when we had come to
Jerusalem, the brethren received us
gladly.

18On the following day Paul went
in with us to qJames, and all the rel-
ders were present.

19When he had greeted them, he
stold in detail those things which
God had done among the tGentiles
through his uministry.

20And when they heard it, they
glorified the Lord. And they said to
him, “You see, brother, how many
vmyriads of Jews there are who
have wbelieved, and x they are all
zealous for the ylaw;

21“but they have been informed
about you that you teach all the Jews
who are among the zGentiles to for-
sake aaMoses, saying that they ought
not to bbcircumcise their children nor
to walk according to the customs.

22“What then? The assembly
must certainly meet, for they will*
hear that you have come.
*21:4 NU-Text reads the disciples. *21:8 NU-
Text omits who were Paul’s companions.
*21:22 NU-Text reads What then is to be done?
They will certainly.



kill him, news came to the com-
mander of the garrison that all
Jerusalem was in an ruproar.

32He immediately took soldiers
and scenturions, and ran down to
them. And when they saw the com-
mander and the soldiers, they
stopped beating Paul.

33Then the tcommander came
near and took him, and commanded
him to be ubound with two chains;
and he asked who he was and what
he had done.

34And some among the multitude
cried one thing and some another.
So when he could not ascertain the
truth because of the tumult, he
commanded him to be taken into
the vbarracks.

35When he reached the stairs, he
had to be carried by the soldiers be-
cause of the violence of the mob.

36For the multitude of the people
followed after, crying out, w“Away
with him!”

37Then as Paul was about to be
led into the barracks, he said to the
commander, “May I speak to you?”
He replied, “Can you speak Greek?

38“Are you not xthe Egyptian who
some time ago stirred up a rebellion
and led the four thousand assassins
out into the wilderness?”

39But Paul said, y“I am a Jew from
Tarsus, in Cilicia, a citizen of no
mean city; and I implore you, per-
mit me to speak to the people.”

40So when he had given him per-
mission, Paul stood on the stairs
and motioned with his hand to the
people. And when there was a great
silence, he spoke to them in the
zHebrew language, saying,

Paul’s defense before the mob;
he recounts his conversion
(cp. Acts 9:1–18; 26:9–18)

22“BRETHREN and fathers,
hear my defense aabefore

you now.”

23“Therefore do what we tell you:
We have four men who have taken
a vow.

24“Take them and be apurified
with them, and pay their expenses
so that they may shave their heads,
and that all may know that those
things of which they were informed
concerning you are nothing, but
that you yourself also walk orderly
and keep the blaw.

25“But concerning the cGentiles
who dbelieve, we have ewritten and
decided that they should observe no
such thing, except* that they should
keep themselves from things offered
to idols, from fblood, from things
strangled, and from gsexual im-
morality.”

26Then hPaul took the men, and
the next day, having been purified
with them, entered the itemple to
announce the expiration of the days
of jpurification, at which time an
hoffering should be made for each
one of them.

Paul seized in the temple
27Now when the seven days were

almost ended, the Jews from Asia,
seeing him in the temple, kstirred
up the whole crowd and laid hands
on him,

28crying out, “Men of Israel, help!
This is the man who teaches all
men everywhere against the people,
the llaw, and this place; and further-
more he also brought Greeks into
the temple and has defiled this
mholy place.”

29(For they had previously* seen
nTrophimus the Ephesian with him
in the city, whom they supposed that
Paul had brought into the temple.)

30And all the city was odisturbed;
and the people ran together, seized
Paul, and pdragged him out of the
temple; and immediately the doors
were shut.

Paul rescued and bound
by Roman soldiers

31Now as they were qseeking to
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2And when they heard that he
spoke to them in the aHebrew lan-
guage, they kept all the more silent.
Then he said:

3b“I cam indeed a Jew, born in
Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in
this city at the feet of dGamaliel,
taught according to the strictness of
our fathers’ elaw, and was fzealous
toward God gas you all are today.

4“I hpersecuted this Way to the
death, binding and delivering into
prisons both men and women,

5“as also the high priest bears me
witness, and all the council of the
ielders, from whom I also received
letters to the brethren, and went to
Damascus jto bring in chains even
those who were there to Jerusalem
to be punished.

6“Now it happened, as I jour-
neyed and came near Damascus at
about noon, suddenly a great light
from heaven shone around me.

7“And I fell to the ground and
kheard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul,
Saul, why are lyou persecuting
Me?’

8“So I answered, ‘Who are You,
Lord?’ And He said to me, ‘I am
Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are
persecuting.’

9“And those who were with me
indeed saw the light and were
afraid,* but they did mnot hear the
nvoice of Him who spoke to me.

10“So I osaid, ‘What shall I do,
Lord?’ And the Lord said to me,
‘Arise and go into Damascus, and
there you will be told all things
which are appointed for you to pdo.’

11“And since I could not see for
the glory of that light, being led by
the hand of those who were with
me, I came into Damascus.

12“Then a certain Ananias, a de-
vout man according to the q law,
having a rgood testimony with all
the Jews who dwelt there,

13“came to me; and he stood and
said to me, ‘Brother Saul, receive
your sight.’ And at that same hour I
slooked up at him.

14“Then he said, ‘The God of our
fathers has tchosen uyou that you
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should vknow His will, and see the
wJust One, and xhear the voice of
His mouth.

15‘For you will be His ywitness to
all men of what you have seen and
heard.

16‘And now why are you waiting?
Arise and be zbaptized, and aawash
away your bbsins, calling on the
name of the Lord.’

The Lord had warned Paul to leave
Jerusalem and go to the Gentiles

17“Now it happened, when I re-
turned to Jerusalem and was pray-
ing in the temple, that I was in a
cctrance

18“and saw Him saying to me,
‘Make haste and get ddout of Jerusa-
lem quickly, for they will not receive
your testimony concerning Me.’

19“So I eesaid, ‘Lord, they know
that in every synagogue I impris-
oned and beat those who ffbelieve
on You.

20‘And when the blood of Your
ggmartyr Stephen was shed, hhI also
was standing by consenting to his
death,* and guarding the clothes of
those who were killing him.’

21“Then He said to me, ‘Depart,
iifor I will send you far from here to
the jjGentiles.’ ”

Paul’s defense interrupted;
he asserts rights as Roman citizen
22And they listened to him until

this word, and then they raised
their voices and said, kk“Away with
such a fellow from the earth, for he
is not fit to live!”

23Then, as they cried out and tore
off their clothes and threw dust into
the air,

24the llcommander ordered him
to be brought into the barracks, and
said that he should be mmexamined
under scourging, so that he might
know why they shouted so against
him.

25And as they nnbound him with
thongs, Paul oosaid to the centurion
who stood by, “Is it lawful for you to
*22:9 NU-Text omits and were afraid.
*22:20 NU-Text omits to his death.

22:17 when I returned. This was probably on the occasion of Paul’s first visit to Jerusalem after his conversion (Acts
9:26ff.).



one part were mSadducees and the
other mPharisees, he cried out in the
council, “Men and brethren, I am a
Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee; con-
cerning the hope and nresurrection
of the dead I am being judged!”

7And when he had said this, a
dissension arose between the Phar-
isees and the Sadducees; and the as-
sembly was divided.

8For Sadducees say that there is
no oresurrection—and no pangel or
spirit; but the Pharisees confess
both.

9Then there arose a loud outcry.
And the qscribes of the Pharisees’
party arose and protested, saying,
“We find no evil in this man; but if
a spirit or an rangel has spoken to
him, let us not fight against God.”*

10Now when there arose a great
dissension, the commander, fearing
lest Paul might be pulled to pieces
by them, commanded the soldiers
to go down and take him by force
from among them, and bring him
into the barracks.

The Lord’s grace to Paul
11But the following night the

sLord tstood by him and said, u“Be
of good cheer, Paul; for as you have
testified for Me in v Jerusalem, so
you must also wbear witness at
xRome.”

A conspiracy under oath to kill Paul
12And when it was day, ysome of

the Jews banded together and
bound themselves under an oath,
saying that they would neither eat
nor drink till they had zkilled Paul.

13Now there were more than forty
who had formed this conspiracy.

14They came to the chief priests
and aaelders, and said, “We have
bound ourselves under a great oath
that we will eat nothing until we
have killed Paul.

15“Now you, therefore, together

scourge a man who is a aRoman,
and uncondemned?”

26When the bcenturion heard
that, he went and told the comman-
der, saying, “Take care what you do,
for this man is a Roman.”

27Then the commander came and
said to him, “Tell me, are you a Ro-
man?” He said, “Yes.”

28The commander answered,
“With a large sum I obtained this
citizenship.” And Paul said, “But I
was born a citizen.”

29Then immediately those who
were about to cexamine him with-
drew from him; and the comman-
der was also afraid after he found
out that he was a Roman, and be-
cause he had dbound him.

Paul brought before the Sanhedrin
30The next day, because he want-

ed to know for certain why he was
accused by the Jews, he released
him from his bonds, and command-
ed the chief priests and all their
ecouncil to appear, and brought Paul
down and set him before them.

23THEN Paul, looking earnest-
ly at the council, said, “Men

and brethren, fI have lived in all
good conscience before God until
this day.”

2And the high priest gAnanias
commanded those who stood by
him to hstrike him on the mouth.

3Then Paul isaid to him, “God
will strike you, you jwhitewashed
wall! For you sit to judge me accord-
ing to the k law, and do you com-
mand me to be struck contrary to
the law?”

4And those who stood by said,
“Do you revile God’s high priest?”

5Then Paul said, “I did not know,
brethren, that he was the high
priest; for it is lwritten, ‘You shall
not speak evil of a ruler of your peo-
ple.’ ”

Paul appeals to the Pharisees
6But when Paul perceived that
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with the acouncil, suggest to the
bcommander that he be brought
down to you tomorrow,* as though
you were going to make further in-
quiries concerning him; but we are
cready to kill him before he comes
near.”

16So when Paul’s sister’s son
heard of their ambush, he went and
entered the barracks and told Paul.

17Then Paul called one of the
dcenturions to him and said, “Take
this young man to the commander,
for he has something to tell him.”

18So he took him and brought
him to the commander and said,
“Paul the eprisoner called me to
him and asked me to bring this
young man to you. He has some-
thing to say to you.”

19Then the commander took him
by the hand, went aside, and asked
privately, “What is it that you have
to tell me?”

20And he said, “The Jews have
agreed to ask that you bring Paul
down to the fcouncil tomorrow, as
though they were going to inquire
more fully about him.

21“But do not yield to them, for
more than forty of them glie in wait
for him, men who have bound
themselves by an hoath that they
will neither eat nor drink till they
have ikilled him; and now they are
ready, waiting for the promise from
you.”

22So the commander let the
young man depart, and commanded
him, “Tell no one that you have re-
vealed these things to me.”

Paul removed by night to Caesarea
23And he called for two jcenturi-

ons, saying, “Prepare two hundred
soldiers, seventy horsemen, and
two hundred spearmen to go to
kCaesarea at the third hour of the
lnight;

24“and provide mounts to set Paul
on, and bring him safely to Felix the
governor.”

25He wrote a m letter in the fol-
lowing manner:
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ACTS 23:16—24:1 1537
26 Claudius Lysias,

To the most excellent governor
Felix:
Greetings.

27 This man was nseized by the
Jews and was about to be killed
by them. Coming with the
troops I rescued him, having
learned that he was a oRoman.

28 And when I wanted to know
the reason they accused him, I
brought him before their
pcouncil.

29 I found out that he was
accused concerning qquestions
of their rlaw, but had snothing
charged against him deserving
of death or chains.

30 And when it was told me that
the Jews lay in wait for the
man,* I sent him immediately
to you, and also commanded
his accusers to state before you
the charges against him.
Farewell.

31Then the soldiers, as they were
commanded, took Paul and brought
him by night to Antipatris.

32The next day they left the
horsemen to go on with him, and
returned to the barracks.

33When they came to tCaesarea
and had delivered the uletter to the
governor, they also presented Paul
to him.

34And when the governor had
read it, he asked what province he
was from. And when he understood
that he was from vCilicia,

35he said, “I will hear you when
your waccusers also have come.”
And he commanded him to be kept
in Herod’s Praetorium.

Paul before Felix, the governor

24NOW after five days xAnani-
as the high priest came

down with the elders and a certain
orator named Tertullus. These gave
evidence to the governor against
Paul.
*23:15 NU-Text omits tomorrow. *23:30 NU-
Text reads there would be a plot against the man.

23:23 third hour. 9 P.M. See John 19:14, note.
23:31 Antipatris. Located about 40 mi. from Jeru-

salem. It was named by Herod, the Great for his father,
Antipater.



which are pwritten in the qLaw and
in the rProphets.

15“I have shope in God, which
they themselves also accept, that
there twill be a uresurrection of the
dead,* both of the just and the un-
just.

16“This being so, I myself always
strive to have a vconscience without
offense toward God and men.

17“Now after many years I came
to bring walms and offerings to my
nation,

18x“in the midst of which some
Jews from Asia found me ypurified
in the temple, neither with a mob
nor with tumult.

19“They ought to have been here
before you to object if they had any-
thing against me.

20“Or else let those who are here
themselves say if they found any
wrongdoing* in me while I stood
before the zcouncil,

21“unless it is for this one state-
ment which I cried out, standing
among them, aa‘Concerning the
bbresurrection of the dead I am be-
ing judged by you this day.’ ”

22But when Felix heard these
things, having more accurate
knowledge of the ccWay, he ad-
journed the proceedings and said,
“When ddLysias the eecommander
comes down, I will make a decision
on your case.”

23So he commanded the ffcenturi-
on to keep Paul and to let him have
liberty, and ggtold him not to forbid
any of his friends to provide for or
visit him.

Felix adjourns the case
24And after some days, when Fe-

lix came with his wife hhDrusilla,
who was Jewish, he sent for Paul
and heard him concerning the iifaith
in Christ.

25Now as he jjreasoned about
kkrighteousness, llself-control, and

The accusation
2And when he was called upon,

Tertullus began his aaccusation, say-
ing: “Seeing that through you we
enjoy great peace, and prosperity is
being brought to this nation by your
foresight,

3“we accept it always and in all
places, most noble Felix, with all
thankfulness.

4“Nevertheless, not to be tedious
to you any further, I beg you to hear,
by your courtesy, a few words from
us.

5“For we have found this man a
plague, a creator of dissension
among all the Jews throughout the
world, and a ringleader of the sect
of the bNazarenes.

6“He even tried to cprofane the
temple, and we seized him,* and
wanted to d judge him according to
our elaw.

7“But the fcommander Lysias
came by and with great violence
gtook him out of our hands,

8h“commanding his iaccusers to
come to you. By examining him
yourself you may ascertain all these
things of which we jaccuse him.”

9And the Jews also assented,*
maintaining that these things were
so.

Paul’s defense before Felix
10Then Paul, after the governor

had nodded to him to speak, an-
swered: “Inasmuch as I know that
you have been for many years a
judge of this nation, I do the more
cheerfully kanswer for myself,

11“because you may ascertain
that it is no more than twelve days
since I went up lto Jerusalem to
worship.

12“And they neither found me in
the temple disputing with anyone
nor inciting the crowd, either in the
synagogues or in the city.

13“Nor can they prove the things
of which they now maccuse me.

14“But this I confess to you, that
according to the Way which they
call a sect, so I worship the God of
my n fathers, obelieving all things
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the a judgment to come, Felix was
afraid and answered, “Go away for
now; when I have a convenient
time I will call for you.”

26Meanwhile he also hoped that
money would be given him by Paul,
that he might release him.* There-
fore he sent for him more often and
conversed with him.

Two years at Caesarea
27But after two years Porcius Fes-

tus succeeded Felix; and Felix,
wanting to bdo the Jews a favor, left
Paul cbound.

Paul before Festus, the new governor

25NOW when Festus had come
to the province, after three

days he went up from dCaesarea to
Jerusalem.

2Then the ehigh priest* and the
chief men of the Jews informed him
against Paul; and they petitioned
him,

3asking a favor against him, that
he would summon him to Jeru-
salem—while they f lay in ambush
along the road to gkill him.

4But Festus answered that Paul
should be kept at Caesarea, and that
he himself was going there shortly.

5“Therefore,” he said, “let those
who have authority among you go
down with me and accuse this man,
hto see if there is any fault in him.”

6And when he had remained
among them more than ten days, he
went down to Caesarea. And the
next day, sitting on the i judgment
seat, he commanded Paul to be
brought.

7When he had come, the Jews
who had come down from Jerusa-
lem stood about and laid many seri-
ous jcomplaints against Paul, which
they could not prove,

8while he answered for himself,
k“Neither against the l law of the
Jews, nor against the temple, nor
magainst Caesar have I noffended in
anything at all.”

9But Festus, wanting to do the
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Jews a favor, answered Paul and
said, “Are you willing to go up to
Jerusalem and there be judged be-
fore me concerning these things?”

Paul appeals his case to Caesar
10So Paul said, “I stand at Caesar’s

o judgment seat, where I pought to
be judged. To the Jews I qhave done
no wrong, as you very well know.

11“For if I am an offender, or have
committed anything deserving of
death, I do not object to dying; but
if there is nothing in these things of
which these men accuse me, no
one can deliver me to them. rI ap-
peal to Caesar.”

12Then Festus, when he had con-
ferred with the scouncil, answered,
“You have tappealed to Caesar? To
Caesar you shall go!”

Festus recounts case to King Agrippa
13And after some days King Agrip-

pa and uBernice came to Caesarea
to greet Festus.

14When they had been there many
days, Festus laid Paul’s case before
the king, saying: “There is a certain
man left va prisoner by Felix,

15“about whom the chief priests
and the welders of the Jews in-
formed me, when I was in Jerusa-
lem, asking for a judgment against
him.

16“To them I answered, ‘It is not
the custom of the xRomans to deliv-
er any man to destruction* before
the accused meets the yaccusers
face to face, and has opportunity to
answer for himself concerning the
charge against him.’

17“Therefore when they had
come together, without any delay,
the next day I sat on the z judgment
seat and commanded the man to be
brought in.

18“When the aaaccusers stood up,
they brought no accusation against
him of such things as I supposed,
*24:26 NU-Text omits that he might release him.
*25:2 NU-Text reads chief priests. *25:16 NU-
Text omits to destruction, although it is implied.

25:6 more than ten days. Some manuscripts read no
more than eight or ten days.

25:8–12 For Paul’s defense speeches, see Acts 28:17–
28, note.

25:8 Caesar. Emperor Nero, A.D. 54–68.
25:12 Caesar. Emperor Nero, A.D. 54–68.
25:13 Agrippa. Herod Agrippa II. See Mark 6:14, note.



for yourself.” So Paul stretched out
his hand and answered for himself:

2“I think myself khappy, King
Agrippa, because today I shall an-
swer lfor myself before you concern-
ing all the things of which I am mac-
cused by the Jews,

3“especially because you are ex-
pert in all ncustoms and questions
which have to do with the Jews.
Therefore I beg you to hear me pa-
tiently.

4“My manner of life from my
youth, which was spent from the
beginning among my own nation at
Jerusalem, all the Jews know.

5“They knew me from the first, if
they were willing to testify, that ac-
cording to the strictest sect of our
religion I lived a oPharisee.

6“And now I stand and am
p judged for the qhope of the rprom-
ise made by God to our fathers.

7“To this spromise our t twelve
utribes, earnestly serving God night
and day, hope to attain. For this
vhope’s sake, King Agrippa, I am
waccused by the Jews.

8“Why should it be thought in-
credible by you that God xraises the
ydead?

9“Indeed, I myself thought I must
do many things zcontrary to the
name of aaJesus of Nazareth.

10“This I also did bbin Jerusalem,
and many of the ccsaints I shut up in
prison, having received ddauthority
from the chief priests; and when
they were eeput to death, I ffcast my
vote against them.

11“And I punished them often in
every synagogue and compelled
them to blaspheme; and being ex-
ceedingly enraged against them, I
persecuted them even to foreign cit-
ies.

12“While thus occupied, as I jour-
neyed to Damascus with authority
and commission from the chief
priests,

13“at midday, O king, along the
road I saw a light from heaven,
brighter than the sun, shining
around me and those who jour-
neyed with me.

19“but had some aquestions
against him about their own reli-
gion and about a certain Jesus, who
had died, whom Paul affirmed to be
balive.

20“And because I was uncertain
of such cquestions, I asked whether
he was willing to go to Jerusalem
and there be judged concerning
these matters.

21“But when Paul dappealed to be
reserved for the decision of Augus-
tus, I commanded him to be kept
till I could send him to Caesar.”

22Then Agrippa said to Festus, “I
also would like to ehear the man
myself.” “Tomorrow,” he said, “you
shall hear him.”

Agrippa prepares to hear Paul
23So the next day, when Agrippa

and Bernice had come with great
pomp, and had entered the auditori-
um with the fcommanders and the
prominent men of the city, at Fes-
tus’ command gPaul was brought in.

24And Festus said: “King Agrippa
and all the men who are here pre-
sent with us, you see this man
about whom the whole assembly of
the Jews petitioned me, both at
Jerusalem and here, hcrying out
that he was not fit to live any
longer.

25“But when I found that he had
committed inothing deserving of
death, and that he himself had ap-
pealed to Augustus, I decided to
send him.

26“I have nothing certain to write
to my lord concerning him. There-
fore I have brought him out before
you, and especially before jyou, King
Agrippa, so that after the examina-
tion has taken place I may have
something to write.

27“For it seems to me unreason-
able to send a prisoner and not to
specify the charges against him.”

Paul’s defense before Agrippa
(cp. Acts 9:1–18; 22:1–16)

26THEN Agrippa said to Paul,
“You are permitted to speak
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14“And when we all had fallen to
the ground, I aheard a voice speak-
ing to me and saying in the bHe-
brew language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are
you persecuting Me? It is hard for
you to kick against the cgoads.’

15“So I said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’
And He said, ‘I am Jesus, whom you
are persecuting.

16‘But drise and stand on your feet;
for I have appeared to you for this
epurpose, to fmake you a gminister
and a witness both of the things
which you have seen and of the
things which I will yet reveal to you.

17‘I will deliver you from the Jew-
ish people, as well as from the hGen-
tiles, to whom I now* send you,

18‘to open their eyes, in order to
turn them from darkness to light,
and from the power of iSatan to
God, that they may receive jforgive-
ness of ksins and an l inheritance
among those who are msanctified by
faith in Me.’

19“Therefore, King Agrippa, I was
not disobedient to the heavenly vi-
sion,

20“but ndeclared first to those in
Damascus and in Jerusalem, and
throughout all the region of Judea,
and then to the oGentiles, that they
should prepent, turn to God, and do
works befitting prepentance.

21“For these reasons the Jews
seized me in the temple and tried
to qkill me.

22“Therefore, having obtained
help from God, to this day I stand,
witnessing both to small and great,
saying no other things than those
which the prophets and Moses rsaid
would come—

23“that the sChrist would tsuffer,
that He would be the first to urise
from the dead, and would proclaim
v light to the Jewish people and to
the wGentiles.”
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ACTS 26:14—27:2 1541
Personal appeal to Agrippa

24Now as he thus made his de-
fense, Festus said with a loud voice,
“Paul, you are xbeside yourself!
Much learning is driving you mad!”

25But he said, “I am not mad,
most noble Festus, but speak the
words of truth and reason.

26“For the king, before whom I
also speak freely, yknows these
things; for I am convinced that none
of these things escapes his atten-
tion, since this thing was not done
in a corner.

27“King Agrippa, do you believe
the prophets? I know that you do
zbelieve.”

28Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You
almost persuade me to become a
Christian.”

29And Paul said, “I would to God
that not only you, but also all who
hear me today, might become both
almost and altogether such as I am,
except for these chains.”

30When he had said these things,
the king stood up, as well as the
governor and Bernice and those
who sat with them;

31and when they had gone aside,
they talked among themselves, say-
ing, “This man is doing aanothing
deserving of death or chains.”

32Then Agrippa said to Festus,
“This man might have been set
bb free if he had not ccappealed to
Caesar.”

Paul sent to Rome

27AND when it was decided
that ddwe should sail to Italy,

they delivered Paul and some other
prisoners to one named Julius, a
centurion of the Augustan Regi-
ment.

2So, entering a ship of Adramyt-
tium, we put to sea, meaning to sail
*26:17 NU-Text and M-Text omit now.

26:23 that the Christ would suffer. Here in substance is
the Gospel that Paul preached and that believers ought al-
ways to proclaim, “that Christ died for our sins according
to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose
again the third day according to the Scriptures” (1 Cor.
15:3–4). Of course, the apostle expounded these truths but
the kernel of the Gospel is here.

26:28 You almost persuade me . . . Agrippa’s answer to
Paul’s question in v. 27 probably did not mean that he was

on the brink of becoming a Christian, but that he realized
that Paul was trying to use Agrippa’s belief in the prophets
(vv. 22–23,27) to lead him to agreement with what Paul
had said about Christ.

26:29 both almost and altogether. Literally both in a
little and in much.

27:1 centurion. A Roman centurion commanded 100
soldiers.



came to a place called Fair Havens,
near the city of Lasea.

9Now when much time had been
spent, and sailing was now gdanger-
ous because the Fast was already
over, Paul advised them,

10saying, “Men, I hperceive that
this voyage will end with disaster
and much loss, not only of the cargo
and ship, but also our lives.”

11Nevertheless the centurion was
more persuaded by the helmsman
and the owner of the ship than by
the things spoken by Paul.

12And because the harbor was
not suitable to winter in, the major-
ity advised to set sail from there
also, if by any means they could
reach Phoenix, a harbor of Crete
opening toward the southwest and
northwest, and winter there.

13When the south wind blew soft-
ly, supposing that they had obtained

along the coasts of Asia. aAristar-
chus, a Macedonian of Thessaloni-
ca, was with us.

3And the next day we landed at
Sidon. And Julius btreated Paul kind-
ly and gave him liberty to go to his
friends and receive care.

4When we had put to sea from
there, we sailed under the shelter of
Cyprus, because the winds were
contrary.

5And when we had sailed over
the sea which is off Cilicia and Pam-
phylia, we came to Myra, a city of
Lycia.

6There the ccenturion found an
dAlexandrian ship sailing to eItaly,
and he put us on board.

7When we had sailed slowly many
days, and arrived with difficulty off
Cnidus, the wind not permitting us
to proceed, we sailed under the
shelter of fCrete off Salmone.

8Passing it with difficulty, we

27:9
g Cp. 2 Cor.

11:25

27:10
h Cp. Amos 3:7

27:2
a Acts 19:29;

20:4; Col. 4:10;
Philem. 24

27:3
b Cp. Prov. 16:7

27:6
c See v. 1, note

d Acts 28:11

e v. 1

27:7
f Titus 1:5

1542 ACTS 27:3–13

27:9 Fast. This fast, or feast, was the Jewish Day of Atonement, commemorated on the tenth day of the seventh month
(Lev. 23:27; also Lev. 23:2, note).
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their desire, putting out to sea, they
sailed close by Crete.

The storm
14But not long after, a atempestu-

ous head wind arose, called Euro-
clydon.*

15So when the ship was caught,
and could not head into the wind,
we let her drive.

16And running under the shelter
of an island called Clauda,* we se-
cured the skiff with difficulty.

17When they had taken it on
board, they used cables to undergird
the ship; and fearing lest they should
run aground on the Syrtis* Sands,
they struck sail and so were driven.

18And because we were exceed-
ingly tempest-tossed, the next day
they lightened the ship.

19On the third day we bthrew the
ship’s tackle overboard with our
own hands.

20Now when neither sun nor
stars appeared for many days, and
no small tempest beat on us, all
hope that we would be saved was
finally given up.

The leadership of Paul
21But after long abstinence from

food, then Paul stood in the midst of
them and said, “Men, you should
have clistened to me, and not have
sailed from Crete and incurred this
disaster and loss.

27:22
d Cp. 1 Sam.

30:6; Ps. 112:7;
2 Cor. 1:4; 4:8-9

e Cp. Acts 18:9-
11; 23:11

27:23
f Cp. Acts 23:11;

2 Tim. 4:17

g See Judg. 2:1,
note

27:24
h Cp. Is.

41:10,13,14;
43:1

i vv. 43-44; cp.
Gen. 18:23-33

27:25
j Cp. Acts 18:9-

11; 23:11

k Faith: v. 25;
Acts 28:24.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note). Num.
23:19; Luke
1:45; Titus 1:2

27:26
l Acts 28:1

27:28
m See v. 28, note

27:14
a Cp. Ps. 107:25

27:19
b Cp. Jon. 1:5

27:21
c vv. 9-10

ACTS 27:14–31 1543
22“And now dI urge you to etake

heart, for there will be no loss of life
among you, but only of the ship.

23“For there fstood by me this
night an gangel of the God to whom
I belong and whom I serve,

24“saying, h ‘Do not be afraid,
Paul; you must be brought before
Caesar; and indeed God has granted
you iall those who sail with you.’

25“Therefore jtake heart, men, for
I kbelieve God that it will be just as
it was told me.

26“However, we must run
aground on a certain lisland.”

27Now when the fourteenth night
had come, as we were driven up
and down in the Adriatic Sea, about
midnight the sailors sensed that
they were drawing near some land.

28And they took soundings and
found it to be twenty fathoms; and
when they had gone a little farther,
they took soundings again and
found it to be fifteen mfathoms.

29Then, fearing lest we should
run aground on the rocks, they
dropped four anchors from the
stern, and prayed for day to come.

30And as the sailors were seeking
to escape from the ship, when they
had let down the skiff into the sea,
under pretense of putting out an-
chors from the prow,

31Paul said to the centurion and
*27:14 NU-Text reads Euraquilon. *27:16 NU-
Text reads Cauda. *27:17 M-Text reads Syrtes.

27:28 WEIGHTS AND MEASURES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

Weights and measures in the NT are based upon Hebrew, Greek, and Roman usage; e.g. “rod” (Greek kalamos) is a
unit of measurement employed by the Israelites in OT times (Ezek. 40:5, Hebrew kaneh); “furlong” (Greek stadion) is
distinctly a Greek unit; whereas the NT “pound” (Greek litra, from the Latin libra) is a Roman measure that was con-
siderably lighter than the U.S. pound weight. New Testament standards of measurement can be ascertained with rea-
sonable accuracy. See the following tables.

(1) Linear Measures. The unit of linear measurement in NT times was the cubit, approximately 18 inches in length.
The table: 4 cubits = 1 fathom, or about 6 feet; 6 long cubits (Ezek. 40:5) = 1 rod (measuring), or about 10 feet; 400 cu-
bits = 1 furlong (stadion), or about 600 feet; 5 furlongs (stadia) = a Sabbath day’s journey, or about three-fifths of a mile.

The Sabbath day’s journey is mentioned only once in the Bible (Acts 1:12). It was evidently the distance between
Jerusalem and the Mount of Olives. But from what point in Jerusalem to what area of Olivet? According to limits set by
the ancient rabbis, a Sabbath day’s journey was 2000 cubits, or three-fifths of a mile. This measure may have been de-
termined by the distance that the children of Israel were required to allow between themselves and the ark of the cov-
enant at the passage of the Jordan (Josh. 3:4); for the rabbis may have assumed that the same limit prevailed between
the tents of the people and the tabernacle—a distance that the Israelites would need to walk in order to worship.

(2) Dry Measures. Greek choinix (Rev. 6:6) = 1 quart; 1 measure, Greek koros (Luke 16:7) = about 10 bushels.
(3) Liquid Measures. Greek metrētēs (John 2:6) = 10 gallons; Greek batos (Luke 16:6) = about 8 gallons.
(4) Weights. 1 pound, Greek litra (John 12:3) = 1 pint, or (John 19:39) about ¾ lb.
For Weights and Measures (OT), see 2 Chr. 2:10, note.



and some on parts of the ship. And
kso it was that they lall mescaped
safely to land.

The landing on Malta;
miracle of viper’s bite

(cp. Mark 16:18)

28NOW when they had nes-
caped, they then ofound out

that the island was called Malta.
2And the pnatives showed us un-

usual kindness; for they kindled a
fire and qmade us all welcome, be-
cause of the rain that was falling
and because of the cold.

3But when Paul had gathered a
bundle of sticks and laid them on
the fire, a viper came out because of
the heat, and fastened on his hand.

4So when the natives saw the
creature hanging from his hand,
they said to one another, “No doubt
this man is a murderer, whom,
though he has escaped the sea, yet
r justice does not allow to live.”

5But he shook off the creature
into the fire and suffered sno harm.

6However, they were expecting
that he would swell up or suddenly
fall down dead. But after they had
looked for a long time and saw no
harm come to him, they tchanged
their minds and said that he was a
ugod.

Father of Publius is healed
7In that region there was an es-

tate of the leading citizen of the is-
land, whose name was Publius, who
received us and entertained us
vcourteously for three days.

8And it happened that the father
of Publius lay sick of a fever and
dysentery. Paul went in to him and
wprayed, and he xlaid his hands on
him and yhealed him.

9So when this was done, the rest
of those on the island who had dis-
eases also came and were zhealed.

10They also honored us in many
ways; and when we departed, they
provided such things as were aanec-
essary.

the soldiers, a“Unless these men
stay in the ship, you cannot be
saved.”

32Then the soldiers cut away the
ropes of the bskiff and let it fall off.

33And as day was about to dawn,
Paul implored them all to take food,
saying, “Today is the fourteenth day
you have waited and continued
without food, and eaten nothing.

34“Therefore I urge you to take
nourishment, c for this is for your
survival, dsince not a hair will fall
from the head of any of you.”

35And when he had said these
things, he took bread and gave
ethanks to God in the presence of
them all; and when he had fbroken
it he began to eat.

36Then they were all encouraged,
and also took food themselves.

37And in all we were two hun-
dred and seventy-six persons on the
ship.

38So when they had eaten
enough, they g lightened the ship
and threw out the wheat into the
sea.

The ship founders, but all escape
39When it was day, they did hnot

recognize the land; but they ob-
served a bay with a beach, onto
which they planned to run the ship
if possible.

40And they let go the anchors and
left them in the sea, meanwhile
loosing the rudder ropes; and they
hoisted the mainsail to the wind
and made for shore.

41But striking a place where two
seas met, they ran the ship aground;
and the prow stuck fast and re-
mained immovable, but the stern
was being broken up by the vio-
lence of the waves.

42And the soldiers’ iplan was to
kill the prisoners, lest any of them
should swim away and escape.

43But the centurion, wanting to
jsave Paul, kept them from their
purpose, and commanded that
those who could swim should jump
overboard first and get to land,

44and the rest, some on boards
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27:37 seventy-six. Some manuscripts read about.
28:8 healed him. Miracles in NT times authenticated

the witness of God’s messengers.



Paul arrives at Rome
11After three months we sailed in

an aAlexandrian ship whose figure-
head was the Twin Brothers, which
had wintered at the island.

12And landing at Syracuse, we
stayed three days.

13From there we circled round
and reached Rhegium. And after
one day the south wind blew; and
the next day we came to Puteoli,

14where we found bbrethren, and
were invited to stay with them sev-
en days. And so we went toward
Rome.

15And from there, when the
brethren heard about us, they came
to meet us as far as Appii Forum and
Three Inns. When Paul saw them,
he thanked God and took ccourage.

16Now when we came to dRome,
the ecenturion delivered the prison-
ers to the captain of the guard; but
Paul was permitted to dwell by him-
self with fthe soldier who guarded
him.

Paul witnesses to the Jews in Rome
17And it came to pass after three

days that Paul called the leaders of
the Jews together. So when they
had come together, he said to them:
“Men and brethren, though I have
done gnothing against our people or
the customs of our fathers, yet I was
hdelivered as a prisoner from Jeru-
salem into the hands of the Romans,

18“who, when they had exam-
ined me, iwanted to let me go, be-
cause there was jno cause for
putting me to death.

19“But when the Jews* spoke
against it, I was compelled to kap-
peal to Caesar, not that I had any-
thing of which to accuse my nation.

20“For this reason therefore I
have called for you, to see you and
speak with you, because for the
lhope of Israel I am bound with this
mchain.”
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23:11
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ACTS 28:11–28 1545
21Then they said to him, “We nei-

ther received letters from Judea
concerning you, nor have any of the
brethren who came reported or spo-
ken any evil of you.

22“But we desire to hear from you
what you think; for concerning this
nsect, we know that it is ospoken
against everywhere.”

23So when they had appointed
him a day, many came to him at his
lodging, to whom he pexplained and
solemnly testified of the qkingdom
of God, persuading them concern-
ing Jesus from both the rLaw of Mo-
ses and sthe Prophets, from morn-
ing till evening.

24And some were tpersuaded by
the things which were spoken, and
some disbelieved.

Paul turns to the Gentiles
(cp. Acts 13:44; 18:6)

25So when they did not agree
among themselves, they departed
after Paul had said one word: “The
Holy uSpirit spoke rightly vthrough
wIsaiah the prophet to our* fathers,

26“saying,

‘Go to this people and say:
“Hearing you will hear, and shall

not understand;
And seeing you will see, and

not perceive;
27 For the hearts of this people

have grown dull.
Their ears are hard of hearing,
And their eyes they have

closed,
Lest they should see with their

eyes and hear with their
ears,

Lest they should understand
with their hearts and turn,

So that I should heal them.” ’
28“Therefore let it be known to

you that the xsalvation of God has

*28:19 That is, the ruling authorities
*28:25 NU-Text reads your.

28:11 Twin Brothers. Greek Dioskouri, Zeus’s sons
Castor and Pollux.

28:16 when we came to Rome. Approximately A.D. 60;
see v. 30, note.

28:17–28 Paul’s defense before the Jews at Rome con-
cludes a series of important documentations of his inno-

cence, which may have been presented as part of his
defense when he later appeared before Caesar. They are
before (1) the Jerusalem mob (22:1–23); (2) the command-
er (22:24–30); (3) the Sanhedrin (23:1–10); (4) Felix
(24:10–23); (5) Festus (25:8–12); (6) King Agrippa II
(26:1–32); and (7) Jews at Rome (28:17–28).



years in his own rented house, and
received all who came to him,

31bpreaching the ckingdom of God
and teaching the things which con-
cern the Lord Jesus Christ with all
confidence, no one forbidding him.

been sent to the aGentiles, and they
will hear it!”

29And when he had said these
words, the Jews departed and had a
great dispute among themselves.*

Two years in rented house at Rome
30Then Paul dwelt two whole

28:31
b Gospel: v. 31;

Rom. 1:1. (Gen.
12:3; Rev. 14:6,
note)

c See Matt. 6:33,
note

28:28
a See Eph. 3:6,

note

1546 ACTS 28:29–31

*28:29 NU-Text omits this verse.

28:30 his own rented house. It has been much disputed
whether Paul endured two Roman imprisonments from
A.D. 60 to 68, or one. The tradition from Clement to Euse-
bius favors two imprisonments with a year of liberty be-
tween them. It has been pointed out that the leaving of
Trophimus sick at Miletus (2 Tim. 4:20) could not have 

been an occurrence of Paul’s last journey to Jerusalem, for
then Trophimus was not left (Acts 20:4; 21:29); nor could it
have been on his journey to Rome to appear before Caesar,
for then he did not touch at Miletus. To make this incident
possible, there must have been a release from the first im-
prisonment and an interval of ministry and travel.



THE

E P I S T L E S  O F  PA U L
Background
The Epistles of Paul have a distinctive character. The Old Testament contains prophecies of the cross, the resurrection,
and the return of Christ. In it Israel has a leading place through history and also through prophecy of the future Mes-
sianic kingdom. But “hidden in God” (Ephesians 3:9) was a period not specifically revealed in the Old Testament —
the interval after the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ, and before His return in glory. Also not specifically re-
vealed in the Old Testament was God’s purpose in calling out of the world the Church, which is Christ’s body. In
Matthew 16:17–19 the Lord announced that purpose but without explaining how, when, or of whom the Church
would be built. Elsewhere in the Gospels He instituted the two sacraments or ordinances of the Church—baptism
(Matthew 28:18–20) and the Lord’s Supper (Matthew 26:26–29; Mark 14:22–25; Luke 22:19–20); in the discourse on
the night before His crucifixion (John 14–17), He set forth the relationship of His body, the Church, to Himself. But it
is in the Epistles that the order, position, privileges, and duties of the Church are most fully given.

The Doctrine of the Church
It is these things that constitute the scope of the Epistles of Paul. They develop the doctrine of the Church. In his let-
ters to seven of the churches (in Rome, Corinth, Galatia, Ephesus, Philippi, Colosse, and Thessalonica), the Church
as the body of Christ, the “mystery which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God” (Ephesians 3:9),
is revealed. Moreover, in these Epistles the Church is instructed about her unique place in the counsels and purposes
of God.

Although Christ taught that the Church is an organism, through Paul was given the detailed revelation of the body
of Christ in its heavenly calling, promise, and destiny. Through him also were unfolded the organization and admin-
istration of local churches (1 Timothy and Titus). The fact that Christ is coming for His Church, introduced in John
14:3, was revealed more fully through Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:51–58 and 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18, where he
teaches that “we shall not all sleep,” that “the dead in Christ will rise first,” and that believers living at His return will
be “changed” and “caught up . . . to meet the Lord in the air.”

The Doctrine of Grace
The doctrine of grace found in the teaching of Christ is also given further revelation through Paul. More fully than any
other New Testament writer, Paul expounds the nature and purpose of the law; the ground and means of the believ-
er’s justification, sanctification, and glorification; the interpretation of the death and resurrection of Christ; and the po-
sition, conduct, expectation, and service of the believer. Paul, converted by the personal ministry of the risen Lord, is
distinctively the witness to the glorified Christ, the Head of the Church which is His body.

The Order of the Epistles
The chronological order of the Pauline Epistles is generally considered to be as follows:

1 and 2 Thessalonians
Galatians
1 Corinthians
Romans
2 Corinthians
Ephesians
Colossians
Philemon
Philippians
1 Timothy
Titus
2 Timothy

The Pauline authorship of Hebrews has not been proved.

Paul’s Life
Two significant periods in the life of Paul are passed over in comparative silence—the sojourn in Arabia (Galatians
1:17), from which he returned with the Gospel as set forth in Galatians and Romans, and the two years in prison (Acts
24:27) between his arrest in the Temple at Jerusalem and his journey under guard to Rome.

It was inevitable for a man of Paul’s intellect and training, a devoted Jew who had been such a bitter enemy of
Christianity, to seek the underlying principles of the Gospel. Immediately after his conversion he preached Jesus as the
Messiah; but the relation of the Gospel to the law and, in lesser degree, to the great Jewish promises, needed clear ex-



planation. In Arabia this explanation was given Paul “through the revelation of Jesus Christ” (Galatians 1:11–12). The
result was that he taught salvation by grace through faith wholly apart from the works of the law.

God’s Relationship with Man
Furthermore, the Gospel proclaimed by Paul brings the believer into great relationships—to the Father, to the Son, to
the Holy Spirit, and to the future purposes of God. It brings not only salvation from sin and its consequences, but also
salvation into a blessed place in the divine counsels. And the Church in its deepest aspect and function requires in-
spired explanation. Such are the chief themes of the Epistles written by Paul from Rome and commonly called the
Prison Epistles (Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon, and Philippians). It is possible that these crowning revelations were
received through the apostle’s disciplined meditation and prayerful seeking during the silent years at Caesarea.

1548 THE EPISTLES OF PAUL 



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Paul Gospel of God c. A.D. 57–58

Background
The Epistle to the Romans was written from Corinth during the Apostle Paul’s third visit to that city (2 Corinthians 13:1;
compare Acts 20:2). It is rightly placed first among the Epistles because it is the most complete exposition in the New Tes-
tament of the central truths of Christianity. The Epistle had its occasion in the intention of Paul to visit the Roman Chris-
tians and his desire to communicate to them the great doctrines of grace that had been revealed to him.

God’s Relationship with Man
The theme of the Epistle is “the gospel of God” (1:1). This is the widest possible designation of the whole body of re-
demption truth. It relates to the whole world because there is “no partiality” (2:11) with Him who is “the God of the Jews”
and “also the God of the Gentiles” (3:29). Accordingly all humanity is found guilty (3:19,23) and a justification is re-
vealed which is sufficient for man’s need and received through faith alone (3:28). Romans states the divine provision of
God’s grace whereby He is able to declare sinners as righteous through the atoning work of His righteous Son. It goes on
to set forth the nature of the new life which all justified persons may enjoy through the power of the indwelling Holy Spir-
it. Following this the Epistle reveals God’s sovereign wisdom and grace in working out His purpose through the unfaith-
fulness of Israel. It closes by laying upon all Christians the obligation of recipients of “the mercies of God” (12:1) to live
lives of consecrated service. The key expression of the book is “the righteousness of God” (1:17; 3:21,22).

Outline
The Epistle may be divided as follows:

Introduction and Theme 1:1–17
I. The Whole World Guilty before God 1:18—3:20

A. The Wrath of God Revealed 1:18
B. The Universe a Revelation of the Power and Deity of God 1:19–20
C. Stages of Gentile World Unbelief 1:21–23
D. Results of Gentile World Unbelief 1:24–32
E. Gentile and Jew Condemned 2:1—3:20

II. Justification by Faith in Christ 3:21—5:21
A. Nature of Justification 3:21—4:25
B. Results of Justification 5:1–11
C. Justification Versus Condemnation 5:12–21

III. Sanctification through Union with Christ in His Death and Resurrection 6:1—8:39
A. The Principle of Union with Christ 6:1–14
B. Life by the Spirit 6:15—8:11
C. Certainty of Salvation 8:12–39

IV. The Problem of Jewish Unbelief 9:1—11:36
A. God’s Sovereign Wisdom and Grace 9:1–33
B. Unbelief and the Explanation for Apparent Failure of the Promises 10:1–21
C. Certainty of Israel’s Restoration 11:1–36

V. Christian Life and Service for the Glory of God 12:1—15:13
A. Dedication and Service 12:1–16
B. Relations with Those Outside of God’s Family 12:17—13:14
C. Debatable Things 14:1—15:13
Conclusion: The Outflow of Christian Love 15:14—16:27

THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE

R O M A N S



aged together with you by the mu-
tual jfaith both of you and me.

13Now I do not want you to be
unaware, brethren, that I often
planned to come to you (but was
hindered until now), that I might
have some fruit among you also, just
as among the other kGentiles.

14I am a debtor both to lGreeks
and to barbarians, both to mwise
and to unwise.

15So, as much as is in me, I am
ready to preach the bgospel to you
who are in Rome also.

16For I am not ashamed of the
bgospel of Christ,* for it is the npow-
er of God to salvation for everyone
who jbelieves, for the Jew ofirst and
also for the pGreek.

17For in it the righteousness of
God is revealed from faith to faith;
as it is cwritten, “The qjust shall live
by jfaith.”

I. The Whole World Guilty
before God, 1:18—3:20

(1) The wrath of God revealed
18For the wrath of God is re-

vealed from heaven against all un-
godliness and runrighteousness of

Introduction and Theme: The
Righteousness of God, 1:1–17

1PAUL, a bondservant of Jesus
Christ, called to be an aapostle,

separated to the bgospel of God
2which He cpromised before

through His prophets in the dHoly
Scriptures,

3concerning His Son Jesus Christ
our Lord, who was eborn of the
seed of David according to the flesh,

4and declared to be the fSon of
God with power according to the
Spirit of dholiness, by the gresurrec-
tion from the dead.

5Through Him we have received
hgrace and iapostleship for obedi-
ence to the jfaith among all nations
for His name,

6among whom you also are the
called of Jesus Christ;

7To all who are in Rome, beloved
of God, called to be saints:

hGrace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

8First, I thank my God through
Jesus Christ for you all, that your
j faith is spoken of throughout the
whole world.

9For God is my witness, whom I
serve with my spirit in the bgospel of
His Son, that without ceasing I make
mention of you always in my prayers,

10making request if, by some
means, now at last I may find a way
in the will of God to come to you.

11For I long to see you, that I may
impart to you some spiritual gift, so
that you may be established—

12that is, that I may be encour-

1:13
k See Eph. 3:6,

note

1:14
l Acts 14:1; 17:4;

18:4; 19:10;
20:21; 21:28;
1 Cor. 1:22

m Cp. Is. 19:11-
12; Acts 7:22

1:16
n 1 Cor. 1:18,24

o Acts 3:26

p Acts 14:1; 17:4;
18:4; 19:10;
20:21; 21:28;
1 Cor. 1:22

1:17
q Righteousness

(OT): v. 17;
Rom. 2:26.
(Gen. 6:9; Luke
2:25, note)

1:18
r Rom. 6:13;

2 Thess. 2:10;
2 Pet. 2:13;
1 John 5:17

1:1
a 1 Cor. 1:1; 15:9

b Gospel: vv. 1-4,
9,15,16; Rom.
2:16. (Gen.
12:3; Rev. 14:6,
note)

1:2
c Inspiration: vv.

2,17; Rom.
2:24. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

d Sanctification
(NT): vv. 2,4;
Rom. 6:19.
(Matt. 4:5; Rev.
22:11, note)

1:3
e Christ (first ad-

vent): vv. 3-5;
Rom. 8:3. (Gen.
3:15; Acts 1:11,
note). See Luke
3:23, note

1:4
f Acts 9:20; Heb.

1:2

g Resurrection: v.
4; Rom. 4:24.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

1:5
h Grace: vv. 5,7;

Rom. 3:24.
(John 1:14; John
1:17, note).
Rom. 15:15-16

i 1 Cor. 1:1; 15:9

j Faith: vv. 5,8,
12,16,17; Rom.
3:22. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note).
Cp. Rom. 10:1-
11; 16:26

1550 ROMANS 1:1–18

*1:16 NU-Text omits of Christ.

1:7 saints. In the NT the word “saint” always refers to a
sanctified person, one set apart to God inviolably for His
possession and service. (Compare the related Greek words
hagios and hagiazō rendered “saint” and “sanctify” respec-
tively.) This aspect of Christian sanctification is positional,
being based on the atoning blood of Christ (Heb. 13:12;
compare 10:10–14). In this sense, all believers are saints
regardless of their progress in experience and growth. Thus
according to Rom. 1:7, believers are not called to become
saints (as the verb “to be,” supplied in the English transla-
tion, might seem to suggest). They are saints, and that by
divine call, just as Paul was an apostle by divine call (1:1).

1:8 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
1:17 the righteousness of God. That is, a righteousness

of which God is the source. Compare v. 18.
1:18 wrath of God. In the progress of its argument, the

1:16 SALVATION

The Hebrew and Greek words for “salvation” imply the
ideas of deliverance, safety, preservation, healing, and
soundness: “Salvation” is the great inclusive word of
the Gospel, gathering into itself all the redemptive acts
and processes: as justification, redemption, grace, pro-
pitiation, imputation, forgiveness, sanctification, and
glorification.

Salvation is in three tenses:
(1) The Christian has been saved from the guilt and

penalty of sin (Luke 7:50; 1 Cor. 1:18; 2 Cor. 2:15; Eph.
2:5,8; 2 Tim. 1:9) and is safe.

(2) The Christian is being saved from the habit and
dominion of sin (Rom. 6:14; 8:2; 2 Cor. 3:18; Gal.
2:19–20; Phil. 1:19; 2:12–13; 2 Thess. 2:13). And

(3) the Christian will be saved at the Lord’s return,
from all the bodily infirmities that are the result of sin
and God’s curse upon the sinful world (Rom. 8:18–23;
1 Cor. 15:42–44), and brought into entire conformity to
Christ (Rom. 13:11; Heb. 10:36; 1 Pet. 1:5; 1 John 3:2).
Salvation is by grace through faith, is a free gift and
wholly without works (Rom. 3:27–28; 4:1–8; 6:23; Eph.
2:8). The divine order is: first salvation, then works
(Eph. 2:9–10; Titus 3:5–8).



men, who suppress the atruth in un-
righteousness,

(2) The universe a revelation
of the power and Deity of God

19because what may be known of
God is manifest in them, for God
has bshown it to them.

20For since the ccreation of the
world His invisible attributes are
clearly seen, being understood by
the things that are cmade, even His
eternal dpower and Godhead, so
that they are ewithout excuse,

1:21
f Cp. Eph. 4:17-

19

1:22
g Cp. Is. 19:11-

12; Acts 7:22

1:23
h Cp. Jer. 2:11

i 1 Tim. 1:17;
6:15-16

j Cp. Ezek. 8:10

1:18
a v. 25

1:19
b Cp. Ps. 19:1-6;

Acts 14:15-17;
17:22-29; see
Rom. 3:2, note

1:20
c See Gen. 1:1,

note 4

d Cp. Is. 40:26,28

e Cp. Rom. 2:14-
15

ROMANS 1:19–23 1551
(3) Stages of Gentile world unbelief
21because, although they knew

God, they did not glorify Him as
God, nor were thankful, but became
futile in their thoughts, and their
ffoolish hearts were darkened.

22Professing to be gwise, they be-
came fools,

23and hchanged the glory of the
i incorruptible God into an image
made like corruptible man—and
birds and four-footed animals and
jcreeping things.

Epistle emphasizes certain aspects of the divine nature and
activity:

(1) the wrath of God against all forms of human sin and
the certainty of its judgment (1:18—3:20);

(2) the righteousness of God, both as a divine attribute
and also a divine provision in saving sinners (3:21—8:39);

(3) the sovereignty and wisdom of God in dealing with
the problem of unbelief in Israel (9:1—11:36); and

(4) the will of God for Christians in their various rela-
tionships (12:1—14:23).

In addition to these emphases, the Epistle speaks gener-

ally of the goodness of God, as represented by His forbear-
ance and longsuffering (2:4); His love (5:5,8; 8:39); and
His mercy (11:30–32). Above all, from its opening saluta-
tion (1:7) to the final benediction (16:24), Romans reveals
God as the God of all grace, who offers salvation to a
world which deserves nothing but judgment, and saves all
who believe in his Son, Jesus Christ. The infinite reach of
this grace is set forth in 5:20: “But where sin abounded,
grace abounded much more.”

1:20 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note. God-
head. Or Deity. Col. 2:9.
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who judge, e for in whatever you
judge another you condemn your-
self; for you who judge practice the
same things.

2But we know that the f judgment
of God is according to truth against
those who practice such things.

3And do you think this, O man,
gyou who judge those practicing
such things, and doing the same,
that you will escape the h judgment
of God?

4Or do you despise the iriches of
His goodness, j forbearance, and
klongsuffering, not knowing that the
goodness of God lleads you to mre-
pentance?

5But in accordance with your
hardness and your impenitent heart
you are treasuring up for yourself
wrath in the nday of wrath and rev-
elation of the righteous o judgment
of God,

6who “will prender to each one
according to his deeds”:*

7eternal qlife to those who by pa-
tient continuance in rdoing good
seek for glory, honor, and immortal-
ity;

8but to those who are sself-seek-
ing and do not obey the truth, but
obey unrighteousness—indignation
and wrath,

9tribulation and anguish, on
every soul of man who does evil, of
the Jew first and also of the Greek;

10but glory, honor, and peace to
everyone who tworks what is good,
to the Jew first and also to the
Greek.

11For uthere is no partiality with
God.

12For as many as have vsinned
without law will also perish without

(4) Result of Gentile world unbelief
24Therefore aGod also gave them

up to uncleanness, in the lusts of
their hearts, to dishonor their bod-
ies among themselves,

25who exchanged the truth of God
for the lie, and worshiped and served
the creature rather than the Creator,
who is blessed forever. Amen.

26For this reason God gave them
up to vile passions. For even their
women exchanged the natural use
for what is against nature.

27Likewise also the men, leaving
the natural use of the woman,
burned in their lust for one another,
men with men committing what is
shameful, and receiving in them-
selves the penalty of their error
which was due.

28And even as they did not like to
retain God in their knowledge, God
gave them over to a debased mind,
to do those things which are not
bfitting;

29being filled with all unrighteous-
ness, sexual immorality,* wicked-
ness, covetousness, maliciousness;
full of envy, murder, strife, deceit,
evil-mindedness; they are whisper-
ers,

30backbiters, haters of God, vio-
lent, proud, boasters, inventors of
evil things, disobedient to parents,

31undiscerning, untrustworthy,
unloving, unforgiving,* unmerciful;

32who, knowing the righteous
c judgment of God, that those who
practice such things are deserving
of death, not only do the same but
also approve of those who practice
them.

(5) Gentile pagan moralizers
no better than other pagans

2THEREFORE you are dinexcus-
able, O man, whoever you are

2:4
i Rom. 9:23; Eph.

1:7; 2:4,7

j Rom. 3:25

k Ex. 34:6

l 2 Pet. 3:9,15

m Repentance: v.
4; Rom. 11:29.
(Matt. 3:2; Acts
17:30, note)

2:5
n Day (of judg-

ment): v. 5;
Rom. 2:16.
(Matt. 10:15;
Rev. 20:11,
note)

o Judgments (the
seven): vv. 5-12;
Rom. 2:16.
(2 Sam. 7:14;
Rev. 20:12,
note)

2:6
p Prov. 24:12

2:7
q Life (eternal): v.

7; Rom. 5:21.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

r Righteousness
(garment): v. 7;
Rom. 2:10.
(Gen. 3:21; Rev.
19:8, note)

2:8
s Cp. 2 Cor.

12:20; Gal.
5:19-20; Phil.
2:3; James
3:14,16

2:10
t Righteousness

(garment): v. 10;
Rom. 13:14.
(Gen. 3:21; Rev.
19:8, note)

2:11
u Deut. 10:17;

Acts 10:34

2:12
v See Rom. 3:23,

note

1:24
a vv. 26,28; Ps.

81:12; cp. Acts
7:42; 2 Thess.
2:11-12

1:28
b Eph. 5:4

1:32
c Judgments (the

seven): v. 32;
Rom. 2:2.
(2 Sam. 7:14;
Rev. 20:12,
note)

2:1
d Rom. 1:20

e Matt. 7:1-5

2:2
f Judgments (the

seven): v. 2;
Rom. 2:3.
(2 Sam. 7:14;
Rev. 20:12,
note)

2:3
g Matt. 7:1-5

h Judgments (the
seven): v. 3;
Rom. 2:5.
(2 Sam. 7:14;
Rev. 20:12,
note)

1552 ROMANS 1:24—2:12

*1:29 NU-Text omits sexual immorality.
*1:31 NU-Text omits unforgiving. *2:6 Psalm
62:12

2:1 judge. The judging here is moral in nature, that is,
ability to discern between right and wrong. The moralists
of v. 1 were not condemned by Paul for their moral judg-
ment but for their sin; they did the very things which they
rightly judged to be wrong in other men.

2:2 judgment. The basic principles of divine judgment
are set forth in vv. 1–16 as follows: it will be according to
(1) truth (v. 2), that is, an objective standard of conduct;
(2) deeds (v. 6); (3) the light enjoyed (vv. 11–15); and
(4) the Gospel by which the secret thoughts and motives

of men are judged (v. 16).
2:7 doing good. In vv. 7 and 13 the cases are hypothet-

ical. Paul is not teaching the possibility of salvation by
works but is, rather, showing why all men without excep-
tion are lost. As he later states, no man has continued in
doing good, nor is he a doer of the law (compare 3:19–20).
The means of justification for sinners, entirely by faith in
Christ, is set forth in 3:21—8:39. immortality. Or incor-
ruption. 1 Cor. 15:53–54.



law, and as many as have asinned in
the blaw will be c judged by the law

13(for not the hearers of the law
are just in the sight of God, but the
doers of the law will be d justified;

14for when eGentiles, who do not
have the law, by nature do the
things in the law, these, although
not having the law, are a law to
themselves,

15who show the fwork of the law
written in their hearts, their gcon-
science also bearing witness, and
between themselves their thoughts
accusing or else excusing them)

16in the hday when God will
c judge the isecrets of men jby Jesus
Christ, according to my kgospel.

(6) The Jew, knowing the law,
is condemned by the law

17Indeed* you are called a Jew,
and lrest on the b law, and make
your boast in God,

18and know His will, and approve
the things that are excellent, being
instructed out of the blaw,

19and are confident that you your-
self are a guide to the mblind, a light
to those who are in darkness,

20an instructor of the foolish, a
teacher of babes, having the form of
knowledge and truth in the law.

21You, therefore, who teach an-
other, do you not teach yourself?
You who preach that a man should
not steal, do you steal?

22You who say, “Do not commit
adultery,” do you commit adultery?
You who abhor idols, do you nrob
temples?

23You who make your boast in the
blaw, do you dishonor God through
obreaking the law?

24For “the name of God is pblas-
phemed among the qGentiles be-
cause of you,”* ras it is swritten.

25For circumcision is indeed prof-
itable if you keep the b law; but if
you are a tbreaker of the law, your

2:24
s Inspiration: v.

24; 3:4; Rom.
3:10. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

2:25
t See Rom. 3:23,

note
u Gen. 17:10-14;

cp. Josh. 5:3;
Acts 16:3;
1 Cor. 7:18; Gal.
2:3; 5:2; 6:12

2:26
v Cp. Eph. 2:11
w Righteousness

(OT): v. 26;
Rom. 4:3. (Gen.
6:9; Luke 2:25,
note)

2:27
x See Rom. 3:23,

note
2:28

y Gal. 6:15; see
Rom. 9:6, note

2:29
z Cp. Phil. 3:3;

Col. 2:11
aa Deut. 30:6;

cp. Jer. 4:4;
9:24-26;
1 Cor. 7:19

bb See 2 Cor.
3:6, note

3:1
cc Cp. Rom. 

9:3-5
3:2

dd Deut. 4:5-8;
Ps. 147:19

3:3
ee Cp. 2 Tim.

2:13; Heb.
4:2

ff Cp. Heb.
3:12; 4:11

gg Cp. Rom.
11:29

3:4
hh Ps. 51:4

3:5
ii See Rom.

3:21, note
jj Cp. Rom.

6:19; Gal.
3:15

2:12
a See Rom. 3:23,

note
b Law (of Moses):

vv. 12-15,17,18,
23,25,27; 3:2;
Rom. 3:19. (Ex.
19:1; Gal. 3:24,
note)

c Judgments (the
seven): vv. 5-12,
16; Rom. 5:16.
(2 Sam. 7:14;
Rev. 20:12,
note)

2:13
d Justification: v.

13; 3:4; Rom.
3:20. (Luke
18:14; Rom.
3:28, note)

2:14
e See Eph. 3:6,

note
2:15

f 1 Cor. 5:1
g Acts 24:25

2:16
h Day (of judg-

ment): v. 16;
Heb. 9:27.
(Matt. 10:15;
Rev. 20:11,
note)

i Cp. Luke 8:17
j Acts 10:42
k Gospel: v. 16;

Rom. 10:8.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

2:17
l v. 23; cp. John

5:45; 9:28-29
2:19

m Cp. Matt. 15:14
2:22

n Cp. Acts 19:37
2:23

o See Rom. 3:23,
note

2:24
p Ezek. 16:27; cp.

Acts 13:45
q See Eph. 3:6,

note
r Is. 52:5

ROMANS 2:13—3:7 1553
ucircumcision has become uncir-
cumcision.

26vTherefore, if an uncircumcised
man keeps the wrighteous require-
ments of the law, will not his uncir-
cumcision be counted as circumci-
sion?

27And will not the physically un-
circumcised, if he fulfills the blaw,
judge you who, even with your writ-
ten code and circumcision, are a
xtransgressor of the law?

28yFor he is not a Jew who is one
outwardly, nor is circumcision that
which is outward in the flesh;

29zbut he is a Jew who is one in-
wardly; and circumcision is that of
the aaheart, bb in the Spirit, not in
the letter; whose praise is not from
men but from God.

(7) Advantage of the Jew
makes his condemnation greater

3WHAT ccadvantage then has the
Jew, or what is the profit of cir-

cumcision?
2Much in every way! Chiefly

ddbecause to them were committed
the boracles of God.

3For what if some did not believe?
eeWill their ffunbelief make the
ggfaithfulness of God without effect?

4Certainly not! Indeed, let God be
true but every man a liar. As it is
swritten:

“Thathh You may be d justified in
Your words,

And may overcome when You
are judged.”

5But if our unrighteousness dem-
onstrates the iirighteousness of God,
what shall we say? Is God unjust
who inflicts wrath? (I jjspeak as a
man.)

6Certainly not! For then how will
God judge the world?

7For if the truth of God has in-
*2:17 NU-Text reads But if. *2:24 Ezekiel
36:22

2:29 Spirit. True Judaism was not merely a matter of
external observances or precise keeping of ordinances but
of a heart attitude toward God. As Paul says in v. 29, it is
not in the letter but in the spirit. The Judaism that bases
everything on minute and external observances (compare
Rom. 2:28–29) is not true Judaism but a perversion, and
was condemned by the Lord Jesus Christ (Matt. 15:6).

3:2 oracles of God. In proving the guilt of the world
Paul brings the witness of three forms of divine revelation,
that is, God’s will as it is revealed in the law and the proph-
ets: (1) against the pagan, the witness of creation (1:19–20);
(2) against the moralist, the witness of conscience (2:15);
and (3) against the Jew, the witness of the Scriptures.

3:6 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.



17 And the way of peace they have
not known.”

18“There is no fear of God before
their eyes.”

19Now we know that whatever
the ilaw says, it says to those who
are under the law, that every mouth
may be jstopped, and all the world
may become guilty before God.

20Therefore by the deeds of the
law kno flesh will be ljustified in His
sight, for by the mlaw is the knowl-
edge of nsin.

II. Justification by Faith
in Christ, 3:31—5:21

(1) Justification defined
21But now the righteousness of

God apart from the law is revealed,
being witnessed by the oLaw and
the Prophets,

22even the prighteousness of God,
through faith in Jesus Christ, to all
and on all* who qbelieve. For there
is no difference;

23for all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God,

24being r justified freely by His
sgrace through the redemption that
is in Christ Jesus,

25whom God tset forth as a propi-
tiation by His blood, through ufaith,
to demonstrate His vrighteousness,
because in His w forbearance God

creased through my lie to His glory,
why am I also still judged as a asin-
ner?

8And why not say, “Let us do evil
that good may come”?—as we are
slanderously reported and as some
affirm that we say. Their condemna-
tion is just.

(8) The final verdict:
the whole world guilty before God
9What then? Are we better than

they? Not at all. For we have bprevi-
ously charged both Jews and Greeks
that they are call under dsin.

10eAs it is fwritten:

“There is none grighteous, no,
not one;

11 There is none who understands;
There is none who seeks after

God.
12 They have all turned aside;

They have together become
unprofitable;

There is none who does good,
no, not one.”*

13“Theirh throat is an open tomb;
With their tongues they have

practiced deceit”;
“The poison of asps is under

their lips”;
14“Whose mouth is full of cursing

and bitterness.”
15“Their feet are swift to shed

blood;
16 Destruction and misery are in

their ways;

3:20
n See v. 23, note

3:21
o Law (of Moses):

vv. 19-31; Rom.
4:13. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

3:22
p See Rom. 3:21,

note

q Faith: v. 22;
Rom. 3:25.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

3:24
r Justification: v.

24; Rom. 3:26.
(Luke 18:14;
Rom. 3:28,
note)

s Grace: v. 24;
Rom. 4:4. (John
1:14; John 1:17,
note)

3:25
t Sacrifice (of

Christ): v. 25;
Rom. 4:25.
(Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note)

u Faith: v. 25;
Rom. 3:26.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

v See Rom. 3:21,
note

w Rom. 2:4

3:7
a See v. 23, note

3:9
b Cp. Rom. 1:18-

2:24

c Cp. Gen. 6:5; Is.
1:6; 64:6; Jer.
16:12; 2 Pet.
2:12

d See v. 23, note

3:10
e vv. 10-12; Ps.

14:1-3; Eccl.
7:20

f Inspiration: vv.
10-18; Rom. 4:3.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

g See Rom. 10:10,
note

3:13
h vv. 13-18; Ps.

5:9; 10:7; 36:1;
140:3; Is. 59:7-8

3:19
i Law (of Moses):

vv. 19-31; Rom.
4:13. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

j Cp. Ezek. 16:63

3:20
k Ps. 143:2; Gal.

2:16

l Justification: v.
20; Rom. 3:24.
(Luke 18:14;
Rom. 3:28, note)

m Law (of Moses):
vv. 19-31; Rom.
4:13. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

1554 ROMANS 3:8–25

*3:12 Psalm 53:1–3; Ecclesiastes 7:20
*3:22 NU-Text omits and on all.

3:19 become guilty. That is, to be under the judicial
sentence of God.

3:21 righteousness. The righteousness of God is all that
God demands and approves, and is ultimately found in
Christ Himself, who fully met in our stead every require-
ment of the law. Through imputation Christ “became for
us. . . righteousness” (1 Cor. 1:30; compare Lev. 25:47–52;
Rom. 3:26; 4:6; 10:4; 2 Cor. 5:21; Phil. 3:9; James 2:23).

3:24 freely. That is, as a gift. Redemption means to de-
liver by paying a price. The work of Christ fulfilling the OT
types and prophecies of redemption is set forth in three
principal Greek words: (1) Agorazō, to buy in the market
(from agora, market). Man is viewed as a slave “sold under
sin” (Rom. 7:14) and under sentence of death (Ezek. 18:4;
John 3:18–19; Rom. 6:23) but subject to redemption by the
purchase price of the blood of the Redeemer (1 Cor. 6:20;
7:23; 2 Pet. 2:1; Rev. 5:9; 14:3–4). (2) Exagorazō, to buy
out of the market, that is, to purchase and remove from fur-
ther sale (Gal. 3:13; 4:5; Eph. 5:16; Col. 4:5), speaking of
the finality of the work of redemption. And (3) lutroō, to

loose or set free (Luke 24:21; Titus 2:14; 1 Pet.1:18), noun
form, lutrōsis (Luke 2:38; Heb. 9:12). Compare also “re-
deemed” (literally to make redemption, Greek epoiēsen
lutrōsin, Luke 1:68), and “deliverance” (intensive form,
apolutrōsis) used commonly to indicate release of a slave
(Luke 21:28; Rom. 3:24; 8:23; 1 Cor. 1:30; Eph. 1:7,14;
4:30; Col. 1:14; Heb. 9:15; 11:35). Redemption is by sacri-
fice and by power (Ex. 14:30, note); Christ paid the price,
the Holy Spirit makes deliverance actual in experience
(Rom. 8:2). See Ex. 14:30, note; Is. 59:20, note; Rom. 1:16,
note.

3:25 Propitiation is translated from the Greek
hilastērion, meaning that which expiates or propitiates, or
the gift which procures propitiation. The word is also used
in the NT for the place of propitiation, the “mercy seat”
(Heb. 9:5), that is, the lid of the ark (compare frequent sim-
ilar use in the OT Septuagint, Ex. 25:18ff.). The cover of the
ark (mercy seat) was sprinkled with atoning blood on the
Day of Atonement (Lev. 16:14), representing that the righ-
teous sentence of the law had been executed, changing a



had passed over the asins that were
previously committed,

26to demonstrate at the present
time His brighteousness, that He
might be just and the c justifier of
the one who has dfaith in Jesus.

27Where is boasting then? It is
excluded. By what law? Of works?
No, but by the law of dfaith.

28Therefore we conclude that a
man is cjustified by dfaith apart from
the deeds of the law.

(2) Justification a universal remedy
29Or is He the God of the Jews

only? Is He not also the God of the
eGentiles? Yes, of the eGentiles also,

3:30
f Cp. Rom. 2:25-

29

g Cp. Gen. 15:6
with Gen. 17:9-
14

4:1
h Gen. 11:27-25:9

i vv. 11,12; Luke
3:8; John 8:53;
James 2:21

3:25
a See v. 23, note

3:26
b See Rom. 3:21,

note

c Justification: vv.
26,28,30; Rom.
4:2. (Luke
18:14; Rom.
3:28, note)

d Faith: vv. 26,27,
28,30,31; Rom.
4:3. (Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

3:29
e See Eph. 3:6,

note

ROMANS 3:26—4:1 1555
30since there is one God who will

cjustify the fcircumcised by faith and
the guncircumcised through dfaith.

(3) Justification by faith honors the law
31Do we then make void the law

through d faith? Certainly not! On
the contrary, we establish the law.

(4) Justification by faith
illustrated in OT in Abraham

and David (cp. vv. 18–25)

4WHAT then shall we say that
hAbraham our ifather has found

according to the flesh?*

*4:1 Or Abraham our (fore)father according to the
flesh has found?

place of judgment into a place of mercy (Heb. 9:11–15;
compare “throne of grace,” Heb. 4:14–16; place of com-
munion, Ex. 25:21–22).

Another Greek word, hilasmos, is used for Christ as our
“propitiation” (1 John 2:2; 4:10) and for “atonement” in the
OT (compare Lev. 25:9, Septuagint). The thought in the OT

sacrifices and in the NT fulfillment is that Christ complete-
ly satisfied the just demands of a holy God for judgment on
sin by His death on the cross. God, foreseeing the cross, is
declared righteous in forgiving sins in the OT period as
well as in justifying sinners under the new covenant (Rom.
3:25–26; compare Ex. 29:33, note).

Propitiation is not placating a vengeful God but, rather,
it is satisfying the righteousness of a holy God, thereby
making it possible for Him to show mercy righteously.

3:25 previously. That is, since Adam. Compare Heb.
9:15.

3:31 law. The sinner establishes the law in its right use
and honor by confessing his guilt and just condemnation.
Christ, on the sinner’s behalf, establishes the law by obedi-
ently keeping its precepts (Matt. 5:17–18; Gal. 4:4–5), and
by enduring its penalty, death.

3:23 SIN, SUMMARY

The literal meanings of the Hebrew and Greek words
variously rendered “sin,” “sinner,” etc. disclose the true
nature of sin in its manifold manifestations.

Sin is
(1) transgression, an overstepping of the law, the divine

boundary between good and evil (Ps. 51:1; Rom. 2:23);
(2) iniquity, an act inherently wrong, whether ex-

pressly forbidden or not (Rom. 1:21–23);
(3) error, a departure from right (Rom. 1:18; 1 John

3:4);
(4) missing the mark, a failure to meet the divine

standard (Rom. 3:23);
(5) trespass, the intrusion of self-will into the sphere

of divine authority (Eph. 2:1);
(6) lawlessness, or spiritual anarchy (1 Tim. 1:9); and
(7) unbelief, or an insult to the divine veracity (John

16:9).
Sin
(1) originated with Satan (Is. 14:12–14);
(2) entered the world through Adam (Rom. 5:12);
(3) was, and is, universal, Christ alone excepted

(Rom. 3:23; 1 Pet. 2:22);
(4) incurs the penalties of spiritual and physical death

(Gen. 2:17; 3:19; Ezek. 18:4,20; Rom. 6:23); and
(5) has no remedy but in the sacrificial death of

Christ (Acts 4:12; Heb. 9:26) made available by faith
(Acts 13:38–39).

Sin may be summarized as threefold: (1) an act, the
violation of, or want of obedience to, the revealed will
of God; (2) a state, absence of righteousness; and (3) a
nature, enmity toward God.

3:28 JUSTIFICATION, SUMMARY

The words “justified” and “righteousness” are transla-
tions of similar Greek words (verb, dikaioō, to declare
righteous, to justify; noun, dikaiosunē, righteousness;
adjective, dikaios, righteous). The believing sinner is
justified, that is, treated as righteous because Christ,
“who knew no sin,” bore his sins on the cross, being
made “sin for us, that we might become the righteous-
ness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:21).

Justification is an act of divine reckoning and does
not mean to make a person righteous.

Justification
(1) originates in grace (Rom. 3:24; Titus 3:4–5);
(2) is through the redemptive and propitiatory work

of Christ who fulfilled the law (Rom. 3:24–25; 5:9);
(3) is by faith, not works (Rom. 3:28–30; 4:5; 5:1;

Gal. 2:16; 3:8,24); and
(4) may be defined as the judicial act of God where-

by He justly declares and treats as righteous the one
who believes in Jesus Christ. The justified believer has
been declared by the Judge Himself (Rom. 3:31) to
have nothing laid to his charge (Rom. 8:1,31–34).



xAbraham had while still uncircum-
cised.

(6) Justification is apart from the law
13For the ypromise that he would

be the heir of the world was not to
Abraham or to his seed through the
z law, but through the aarighteous-
ness of efaith.

14For if those who are of the law
are heirs, faith is made void and the
promise made of no effect,

15because the law brings about
wrath; for where there is no law
there is no bbtransgression.

16Therefore it is of efaith that it
might be according to igrace, so that
the promise might be sure to all the
seed, not only to those who are of
the zlaw, but also to those who are
of the faith of Abraham, who is the
father of us all

17(as it is cwritten, “I have made
you a ccfather of many nations”*) in
the presence of Him whom he be-
lieved—God, who ddgives life to the
dead and calls those things which
do not exist as though they did;

18who, contrary to hope, in
eehope ebelieved, so that he became
the fffather of many nations, accord-
ing to what was cspoken, gg“So shall
your descendants be.”

19And not being weak in faith, he
did not consider his own body, al-
ready dead (since he was about a
hundred years old), hhand the dead-
ness of Sarah’s womb.

20He did not waver at the iiprom-
ise of God through unbelief, but
was strengthened in faith, giving
glory to God,

21and being fully convinced that
what He had jjpromised He was also
able to perform.

22And therefore “it was faccount-
ed to him for grighteousness.”*

2For if Abraham was a justified by
bworks, he has something to boast
about, but not before God.

3For what does the Scripture
csay? d“Abraham ebelieved God,
and it was faccounted to him for
grighteousness.”*

4Now to him who hworks, the
wages are not fcounted as igrace but
as debt.

5But to him who does jnot work
but ebelieves on Him who a justifies
the ungodly, his faith is accounted
for righteousness,

6just as David also cdescribes the
blessedness of the man to whom
God imputes krighteousness apart
from lworks:

7“Blessedm are those whose
nlawless deeds are
oforgiven,

And whose psins are qcovered;
8 Blessed is the man to whom

the LORD shall not impute
rsin.”

(5) Justification is apart
from ordinances

9Does this blessedness then come
upon the scircumcised only, or upon
the tuncircumcised also? For we say
that efaith was faccounted to Abra-
ham for grighteousness.

10How then was it accounted?
While he was ucircumcised, or vun-
circumcised? Not while circum-
cised, but while uncircumcised.

11And he received the sign of cir-
cumcision, a seal of the wrighteous-
ness of the e faith which he had
while still uncircumcised, that he
might be the father of all those who
ebelieve, though they are uncircum-
cised, that righteousness might be
fimputed to them also,

12and the father of circumcision
to those who not only are of the cir-
cumcision, but who also walk in the
steps of the efaith which our father

4:8
r See Rom. 3:23,

note
4:9

s Cp. Rom. 2:25-
29

t Cp. Gen. 15:6
with Gen. 17:9-
14

4:10
u Cp. Rom. 2:25-

29
v Cp. Gen. 15:6

with Gen. 17:9-
14

4:11
w See Rom. 10:10,

note
4:12

x Rom. 4:18-22
4:13

y See Gen. 12:2,
note

z Law (of Moses):
vv. 13,16; Rom.
5:13. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

aa See Rom.
10:10, note

4:15
bb See Rom.

3:23, note
4:17

cc See Gen.
12:2, note

dd John 5:21;
6:63; 1 Cor.
15:22,36,45;
2 Cor. 3:6;
1 Tim. 6:13;
1 Pet. 3:18

4:18
ee Cp. Rom.

8:24-25
ff See Gen.

12:2, note
gg Gen. 15:5

4:19
hh Heb. 11:11

4:20
ii See Gen.

12:2, note
4:21

jj See Gen.
12:2, note

4:2
a Justification: vv.

2,5; Rom. 4:25.
(Luke 18:14;
Rom. 3:28,
note)

b See Rom. 2:7
and James 2:26,
notes

4:3
c Inspiration: vv.

3,6,17; Rom.
8:36. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

d Gal. 3:6
e Faith: vv. 3,5,9,

11-13,16,18;
Rom. 4:24.
(Gen. 3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

f Imputation: vv.
3,4,9,11,22;
Rom. 4:23.
(Gen. 15:6;
James 2:23,
note). See v. 3,
note

g Righteousness
(OT): vv. 3,9,22;
Rom. 5:7. (Gen.
6:9; Luke 2:25,
note)

4:4
h See Rom. 2:7,

note
i Grace: vv. 4,16;

Rom. 5:2. (John
1:14; John 1:17,
note)

4:5
j Gal. 2:16; Eph.

2:8-9
4:6

k See Rom. 10:10,
note

l See Rom. 2:7,
note

4:7
m Ps. 32:1-2
n See Rom. 3:23,

note
o Forgiveness: v.

7; 2 Cor. 2:10.
(Lev. 4:20; Matt.
26:28, note)

p See Rom. 3:23,
note

q See Ex. 29:33
and Lev. 16:6,
notes

1556 ROMANS 4:2–22

*4:3 Genesis 15:6 *4:17 Genesis 17:5
*4:22 Genesis 15:6

Abraham: of a great multitude. A man chosen by God
to become the father of the great nation Israel. God
promised Abraham that he would have descendants
as numerous as the stars in the heavens. Abraham was
revered throughout generations for his great faith.

4:3 accounted. The Greek word logizomai occurs
eleven times in this chapter (vv. 3,4,5,6,8,9,10,11,22,

23,24), translated by the English verbs “account,” “count,”
and “impute.” It means to put to one’s account. for. That
is, with a view to.

David: beloved. The youngest son of Jesse. He was a
man after God’s own heart who was the greatest king
of Israel.

4:13 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.



23Now it was not written for his
sake alone that it was aimputed to
him,

24but also for us. It shall be aim-
puted to us who bbelieve in Him
who craised up Jesus our Lord from
the dead,

25who was ddelivered up because
of our offenses, and was raised be-
cause of our e justification.

(7) Results of justification

5THEREFORE, having been e jus-
tified by bfaith, we have* fpeace

with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ,

2through whom also we have ac-
cess by faith into this ggrace in
which we stand, and rejoice in hope
of the glory of God.

3And not only that, but we also
glory in htribulations, knowing that
tribulation produces perseverance;

4and perseverance, character; and
character, hope.

5Now hope does not disappoint,
because the ilove of God has been
poured out in our hearts by the
Holy jSpirit who was given to us.

6For when we were still without
strength, in due time Christ ddied
for the ungodly.

7For scarcely for a krighteous man
will one die; yet perhaps for a good
man someone would even dare to
die.

8But God demonstrates lHis own
love toward us, in that while we
were still msinners, Christ ddied for
us.

9Much more then, having now

5:7
k Righteousness

(OT): v. 7; Rom.
8:4. (Gen. 6:9;
Luke 2:25, note)

5:8
l John 3:16-17
m See Rom. 3:23,

note
5:9

n See Rom. 1:16,
note

5:10
o Reconciliation:

vv. 10-11; Rom.
11:15. (Rom.
5:10; Col. 1:20,
note)

5:12
p Death (physi-

cal): vv. 12,14;
Rom. 5:17.
(Gen. 2:17;
Heb. 9:27, note)

5:13
q Law (of Moses):

v. 13; Rom.
5:20. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

4:23
a Imputation: vv.

23,24; Gal. 3:6.
(Gen. 15:6;
James 2:23,
note). See v. 3,
note

4:24
b Faith: v. 24; 5:1;

Rom. 6:8. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

c Resurrection:
vv. 24-25; Rom.
6:4. (2 Kin.
4:35; 1 Cor.
15:52, note)

4:25
d Sacrifice (of

Christ): v. 25;
5:6,8-10; Rom.
8:3. (Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note)

e Justification: v.
25; 5:1,9; Rom.
5:16. (Luke
18:14; Rom.
3:28, note)

5:1
f Is. 53:5; Acts

10:36
5:2

g Grace: v. 2;
Rom. 5:15.
(John 1:14; John
1:17, note)

5:3
h John 16:33

5:5
i Law (of Christ):

vv. 5,8; Rom.
12:9. (John
13:34; 2 John 5,
note)

j Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 5; Rom. 8:2.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)
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been e justified by His dblood, we
shall be nsaved from wrath through
Him.

10For if when we were enemies
we were oreconciled to God
through the ddeath of His Son,
much more, having been recon-
ciled, we shall be nsaved by His life.

11And not only that, but we also
rejoice in God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom we
have now received othe reconcilia-
tion.

(8) Justification compared
and contrasted with condemnation
12Therefore, just as through one

man msin entered the world, and
pdeath through sin, and thus death
spread to all men, because all
sinned—

13(For until the qlaw msin was in
the world, but sin is not imputed
when there is no law.

14Nevertheless pdeath reigned
from Adam to Moses, even over
those who had not msinned accord-
*5:1 Another ancient reading is, let us have peace.

4:25 because of our justification. It was “because of
our offenses” that Christ died (2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Pet. 2:24). He
was raised again and exalted at God’s right hand “because
of” the fact that we were “justified by his blood” (Rom.
5:9). His resurrection is the proof that our sins are gone.

5:2 have. Literally have obtained.
5:10 by. Literally in. John 14:19; Col. 3:3–4.
5:12 Therefore. The “therefore” relates back to

3:19–23 and may be regarded as a continuation of the dis-
cussion of the universality of sin, interrupted by the pas-
sage on justification and its results (3:24—5:11).

5:12,13 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
5:14 Adam. In 5:12–21 the contrast is between Adam,

sin, death (vv. 12–14) and Christ, righteousness, life (v. 21).
There is no contrasting term in vv. 12–14 for the word
“grace” in v. 21. It is grace that makes the difference be-
tween condemnation in Adam and justification in Christ.

5:12 THE MORAL RUIN OF 
THE HUMAN RACE

The first sin wrought the moral ruin of the race. The
demonstration is simple.

(1) Death is universal (vv. 12,14); all die—little chil-
dren, moral people, and religious people equally with
the depraved. For a universal effect there must be a uni-
versal cause; that cause is a state of universal sin (v. 12).

(2) But this universal state must have had a cause. It
did. The consequence of Adam’s sin was that the
“many were made sinners” (v. 19): “through one man’s
offense judgment came to all men” (v. 18).

(3) Personal sins are not meant here. From Adam to
Moses death reigned (v. 14) although, there being no
law, personal guilt was not imputed (v. 13). According-
ly, from Gen. 4:7 to Ex. 29:14 the sin offering is not
once mentioned. Then, since physical death from
Adam to Moses was not due to the sinful acts of those
who die (v. 13), it follows that it was due to a universal
sinful state, or nature, and that state is declared to be
our inheritance from Adam. And

(4) the moral state of fallen man is described in Scrip-
ture (Gen. 6:5; 1 Kin. 8:46; Ps. 14:1–3; 39:5; Jer. 17:9;
Matt. 18:11; Mark 7:20–23; John 3:6; Rom. 1:21;
2:1–29; 3:9–19; 7:24; 8:7; 1 Cor. 2:14; 2 Cor. 3:14;
4:4; Gal. 5:19–21; Eph. 2:1–3,11–12; 4:18–22; Col.
1:21; Heb. 3:13; James 4:4). See 1 Cor. 15:22, note.



III. Sanctification through Union
with Christ in His Death
and Resurrection, 6—8

Deliverance from the power
of indwelling sin

(1) By union with Christ
in death and resurrection

6WHAT shall we say then? Shall
we continue in msin that agrace

may abound?
2Certainly not! How shall we who

ndied to msin live any longer in it?
3Or do you not know that as

many of us as were obaptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into His
death?

4Therefore we were buried with
Him through obaptism into death,
that just as Christ was praised from
the dead by the glory of the Father,
even so we also should walk in
newness of life.

5For if we have been united to-
gether in the likeness of His death,
certainly we also shall be in the like-
ness of His presurrection,

6knowing this, that our old man
was crucified with Him, that the
body of msin might be done away
with, that we should no longer be
slaves of sin.

7For he who has died has been
freed from msin.

8Now if we died with Christ, we
qbelieve that we shall also rlive with
Him,

9knowing that Christ, having
been praised from the dead, dies no
more. eDeath no longer has domin-
ion over Him.

10For the death that He died, He

ing to the likeness of the transgres-
sion of Adam, who is a type of Him
who was to come.

15But the free gift is not like the
offense. For if by the one man’s of-
fense many died, much more the
agrace of God and the gift by the
grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ,
abounded to many.

16And the gift is not like that
which came through the one who
bsinned. For the c judgment which
came from one offense resulted in
condemnation, but the free gift
which came from many offenses re-
sulted in d justification.

17For if by the one man’s boffense
edeath reigned through the one,
much more those who receive
abundance of agrace and of the gift
of frighteousness will reign in life
through the gOne, Jesus Christ.)

18Therefore, as through one
man’s boffense judgment came to all
men, resulting in condemnation,
even so through gone Man’s frigh-
teous act the free gift came to all
men, resulting in d justification of
life.

19For as by one man’s disobedi-
ence many were made bsinners, so
also by gone Man’s hobedience
many will be made righteous.

20Moreover the ilaw jentered that
the offense might abound. But
where bsin abounded, agrace
kabounded much more,

21so that as sin reigned in edeath,
even so agrace might reign through
frighteousness to eternal l life
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

6:1
m See Rom. 3:23

and 5:21, notes

6:2
n vv. 7, 11; Gal.

5:24; Col. 3:3;
1 Pet. 2:24

6:3
o Col. 2:12

6:4
p Resurrection:

vv. 4,5,9; Rom.
7:4. (2 Kin.
4:35; 1 Cor.
15:52, note)

6:8
q Faith: v. 8; Rom.

9:30. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

r 2 Tim. 2:11

5:15
a Grace: vv. 15,

17,20,21; 6:1;
Rom. 6:14.
(John 1:14; John
1:17, note)

5:16
b See Rom. 3:23,

note

c Judgments (the
seven): vv.
16,18; Rom.
8:1. (2 Sam.
7:14; Rev.
20:12, note)

d Justification: vv.
16,18; Rom.
8:30. (Luke
18:14; Rom.
3:28, note)

5:17
e Death (physi-

cal): vv. 17,21;
6:9; Rom. 8:38.
(Gen. 2:17;
Heb. 9:27, note)

f See Rom. 3:21
and 10:10,
notes

g 1 Cor. 15:21,45

5:19
h Phil. 2:8

5:20
i Law (of Moses):

v. 20; Rom.
6:14. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

j Cp. Gal. 3:19-
25

k 1 Tim. 1:14; cp.
Luke 7:47

5:21
l Life (eternal): v.

21; Rom. 6:22.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

1558 ROMANS 5:15—6:10

Moses: saved from the water. The great leader of the
Israelites who led them out of slavery in Egypt to the
Promised Land.

5:21 Sin in chs. 6 and 7 is man’s nature in distinction
from “sins,” which are manifestations of that nature. Com-
pare 1 John 1:8 with 1 John 1:10, where this distinction
also appears.

6:3 know. In ch. 6 there are four key words which in-
dicate the believer’s personal responsibility in relation to
God’s sanctifying work: (1) to “know” the facts of our
union and identification with Christ in His death and res-
urrection (vv. 3,6,9); (2) to “reckon” these facts to be true
concerning ourselves (v. 11); (3) to “present” ourselves
once for all as alive from the dead for God’s possession

and use (vv. 13,16,19); and (4) to “obey” in the realiza-
tion that sanctification can proceed only as we are obedi-
ent to the will of God as revealed in His Word (vv.
16–17).

6:6 old man. The expression “old man” occurs else-
where (Eph. 4:22; Col. 3:9) and means all that man was in
Adam, both morally and judicially, that is, the man of old,
the corrupt human nature, the inborn tendency to evil in
all men. In Rom. 6:6 it is the natural man himself; in Eph.
4:22 and Col. 3:9 his ways. Positionally, in the reckoning
of God, the “old man” has been crucified, and the believer
is exhorted to make this good in experience, reckoning it to
be so by definitely “putting off” the old man and “putting
on” the new. (Col. 3:8–14). See Eph. 4:24, note. done
away. That is, rendered inoperative.



died to asin bonce for all; but the life
that He lives, He lives to God.

(2) By counting oneself dead
to the old life, and by yielding

the new life to God
11Likewise you also, reckon your-

selves to be dead indeed to asin, but
alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

12Therefore do not let asin reign
in your mortal body, that you should
obey it in its clusts.

13And do not present your mem-
bers as instruments of dunrigh-
teousness to asin, but present your-
selves to God as being alive from
the dead, and your members as in-
struments of erighteousness to God.

(3) By deliverance from the principle
of works through death, and by

the Spirit (i.e., as in 8:2)
14For asin shall not have domin-

ion over you, for you are not under
flaw but under ggrace.

15What then? Shall we asin be-
cause we are not under flaw but un-
der ggrace? Certainly not!

16Do you not know that to whom
you present yourselves slaves to
hobey, you are that one’s slaves
whom you obey, whether of asin
leading to ideath, or of obedience
leading to erighteousness?

17But God be thanked that
though you were slaves of asin, yet
you obeyed from the heart that form
of doctrine to which you were de-
livered.

18And having been set free from
asin, you became slaves of erigh-
teousness.

19I speak in human terms because
of the weakness of your flesh. For
just as you presented your members
as slaves of uncleanness, and of

6:19
j Sanctification

(NT): vv. 19,22;
Rom. 7:12.
(Matt. 4:5; Rev.
22:11, note)

6:22
k Life (eternal): vv.

22,23; Rom.
8:6. (Matt. 7:14;
Rev. 22:19,
note)

7:2
l Cp. Gen. 2:24;

Matt. 5:32;
Mark 10:9

m 1 Cor. 7:39

7:3
n Cp. Lev. 20:10;

Matt. 19:9;
1 Cor. 6:9;
2 Pet. 2:14

7:4
o Church (the

true): v. 4; Rom.
11:25. (Matt.
16:18; Heb.
12:23, note)

p Bride (of Christ):
v. 4; 2 Cor.
11:2. (John
3:29; Rev. 19:7,
note)

q Resurrection: v.
4; Rom. 8:11.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

7:5
r Flesh: v. 5;

Rom. 7:14.
(John 8:15; Jude
23, note)

6:10
a See Rom. 3:23

and 5:21, notes

b Heb. 10:10-12,
14

6:12
c Ex. 20:17; Rom.

7:7

6:13
d Rom. 1:18;

2 Thess. 2:10;
2 Pet. 2:13;
1 John 5:17

e See Rom. 3:21
and 10:10,
notes

6:14
f Law (of Moses):

vv. 14,15; 7:1,2,
4; Rom. 7:7. (Ex.
19:1; Gal. 3:24,
note)

g Grace: vv. 14,
15; Rom. 9:23.
(John 1:14; John
1:17, note). See
2 Pet. 3:18, note

6:16
h Prov. 5:22

i Death (spiritual):
vv. 16,21,23;
Rom. 7:10.
(Gen. 2:17; Eph.
2:5, note)
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alawlessness leading to more alaw-
lessness, so now present your mem-
bers as slaves of erighteousness for
jholiness.

20For when you were slaves of
asin, you were free in regard to
erighteousness.

21What fruit did you have then in
the things of which you are now
ashamed? For the end of those
things is ideath.

22But now having been set free
from asin, and having become slaves
of God, you have your fruit to holi-
ness, and the end, everlasting klife.

23For the wages of asin is ideath,
but the gift of God is eternal klife in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

(4) The believer united to Christ,
the new “husband”

7OR do you not know, brethren
(for I speak to those who know

the law), that the flaw has dominion
over a man as long as he lives?

2For the woman who has a hus-
band is lbound by the f law to her
husband as long as he mlives. But if
the husband dies, she is released
from the law of her husband.

3So then if, while her husband
lives, she marries another man, she
will be called an nadulteress; but if
her husband dies, she is free from
that law, so that she is no adulter-
ess, though she has married another
man.

4Therefore, my brethren, you also
have become dead to the f law
through the obody of Christ, that
you may be pmarried to another—to
Him who was qraised from the
dead, that we should bear fruit to
God.

5For when we were in the rflesh,
the sinful passions which were

6:11 Likewise. Literally Even so. Reckon here does not
mean suppose but count on, rely upon.

6:13,19 present. That is, yield once for all. Compare
Rom. 12:1.

6:15 What then. The old relation to the law and sin,
and the new relation to Christ and life are illustrated by the
effect of death upon slavery (vv. 16–23), and marriage
(7:1–6).

(1) The old slavery was nominally to the law but, since
the law had no delivering power, the real master continued
to be sin in the nature. The end was death. The law could

not give life, and sin (here personified as the old man) re-
sults in death. But death in another form, that is, crucifixion
with Christ, has intervened (6:6) to free the servant from his
double bondage to sin (6:6–7) and to the law (7:4,6). And

(2) this effect of death is further illustrated by widow-
hood. Death dissolves the marriage relation (7:1–3). As nat-
ural death frees a wife from the law of marriage, so cruci-
fixion with Christ sets the believer free from the law (the old
husband) and makes him eligible to “be married to anoth-
er,” that is, the risen Christ (7:4). Compare Gal. 3:24, note.

7:4 have become dead. Literally were made dead.



was to bring hlife, I found to bring
ideath.

11For csin, taking occasion by the
commandment, deceived me, and
by it killed me.

12Therefore the dlaw is holy, and
the commandment jholy and just
and good.

13Has then what is good become
death to me? Certainly not! But
csin, that it might appear sin, was
producing death in me through
what is good, so that sin through
the commandment might become
exceedingly csinful.

14For we know that the d law is
spiritual, but I kam carnal, sold un-
der csin.

(6) The strife of the two natures
15For what I am doing, I do not

understand. For what I will to do,
that I do not practice; but what I
hate, that I do.

aroused by the law were at work in
our members to bear afruit to death.

6But now we have been delivered
from the law, having died to what
we were held by, so that we should
serve in the newness of the Spirit
and not in the oldness of the bletter.

(5) The believer is not made holy
by the law

7What shall we say then? Is the
law sin? Certainly not! On the con-
trary, I would not have known csin
except through the d law. For I
would not have known ecovetous-
ness unless the law had said, f“You
shall not covet.”*

8But csin, taking opportunity by
the commandment, produced in me
all manner of evil desire. For apart
from the law sin was dead.

9I was alive once without the law,
but when the commandment came,
csin revived and I gdied.

10And the commandment, which

7:10
h Lev. 18:5

i Death (spiritual):
v. 10; Rom. 8:2.
(Gen. 2:17; Eph.
2:5, note)

7:12
j Sanctification

(NT): v. 12;
Rom. 11:16.
(Matt. 4:5; Rev.
22:11, note)

7:14
k Flesh: v. 14;

Rom. 7:18.
(John 8:15; Jude
23, note)

7:5
a Cp. Gal. 5:19-

21

7:6
b See 2 Cor. 3:6,

note

7:7
c See Rom. 3:23

and 5:21, notes

d Law (of Moses):
vv. 7,12,14;
Rom. 7:16. (Ex.
19:1; Gal. 3:24,
note)

e Cp. Matt. 5:27-
30

f Ex. 20:17

7:9
g Cp. James 1:14-

15
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*7:7 Deuteronomy 5:21

7:14 carnal. This is Paul’s description of the Adamic nature and of the believer who lives under the power of it.
In other places (1 Cor. 3:1,3; 2 Cor. 10:4) he calls such be-
havior “carnal.” “Natural” is the apostle’s characteristic
word for the unrenewed man (1 Cor. 15:44,46), as “spiritu-
al” designates the renewed man who lives in the Spirit
(1 Cor. 3:1; Gal. 6:1).

7:9 PAUL’S RELIGIOUS 
EXPERIENCE

Verses 7–25 are autobiographical. Paul’s religious ex-
perience was in three strongly marked phases:

(1) He was a godly Jew under the law. That the pas-
sage does not refer to that period is clear from his own
explicit statements elsewhere. At that time he held him-
self to be “blameless” as concerning the law (Phil. 3:6).
He had lived “in all good conscience” (Acts 23:1).

(2) With his conversion came new light upon the law
itself. He now perceived it to be “spiritual” (v. 14). He
now saw that, so far from having kept it, he was con-
demned by it. He had supposed himself to be “alive,”
but now the commandment really “came” (v. 9) and he
“died.” Just when the apostle passed through the experi-
ence of Rom. 7:7–25 we are not told. Perhaps it was
during the days of physical blindness at Damascus (Acts
9:9); perhaps in Arabia (Gal. 1:17). It is the experience
of a redeemed man, continuing to act as though he were
under the law, and not yet fully aware of the delivering
power of the Holy Spirit (compare Rom. 8:2). And

(3) with the great revelations afterward embodied in
Galatians and Romans, the apostle’s experience en-
tered its third phase. He now knew himself to be “dead
to the law through the body of Christ,” and, in the pow-
er of the indwelling Spirit, “free from the law of sin and
death” (8:2); while “the righteous requirement of the
law” was met in him (not by him) as he walked accord-
ing to the Spirit (8:4).

7:15 THE BELIEVER’S 
TWO NATURES

In this passage (vv. 15–25) of profound spiritual and
psychological insight, the apostle personifies the strug-
gle of the two natures within the believer—the old or
Adamic nature, and the divine nature received through
the new birth (1 Pet. 1:23; 2 Pet. 1:4; compare Gal.
2:20; Col. 1:27).

The frequent use of the first personal pronoun here
and in the preceding section (vv. 7–14), dealing with
the believer and the law, shows that self-effort can nei-
ther achieve holiness through keeping the law nor win
the struggle against indwelling sin. But ch. 6, presenting
the way of victory over sin through identification with
Christ in His death and resurrection, and ch. 8, showing
the work of the Holy Spirit on the believer’s behalf, use
the first personal pronoun only incidentally (6:19;
8:18,38). In vv. 15–25 the “I” that is Saul of Tarsus and
the “I” that is Paul the apostle are at war, and Paul is in
a state of defeat; whereas in ch. 8 Paul is victorious
through the Spirit who delivers him, a victory anticipat-
ed by the despairing cry, “Who will deliver me from this
body of death?” (7:24), with its admission of man’s total
inability to deliver himself from the bondage of sin.



16If, then, I do what I will not to
do, I agree with the alaw that it is
good.

17But now, it is no longer I who
do it, but bsin that dwells in me.

18For I know that in me (that is,
in my cflesh) nothing good dwells;
for to will is present with me, but
how to perform what is good I do
not find.

19For the good that I will to do, I
do not do; but the evil I will not to
do, that I practice.

20Now if I do what I will not to
do, it is no longer I who do it, but
bsin that dwells in me.

21I find then a law, that evil is
present with me, the one who wills
to do good.

22For I delight in the alaw of God
according to the inward man.

23But I see another law in my
members, dwarring against the law
of my mind, and bringing me into
captivity to the law of bsin which is
in my members.

24O ewretched man that I am!
fWho will deliver me g from this
body of death?

25I thank God—through Jesus
Christ our Lord! So then, with the
mind I myself serve the a law of
God, but with the cflesh the law of
bsin.

(7) The Spirit delivers from the
old nature, producing righteousness

8THERE is therefore now no
hcondemnation to those who

are i in Christ Jesus,* who do not
walk according to the flesh, but ac-
cording to the Spirit.

2For the law of the jSpirit of life

8:2
k Death (spiritual):

vv. 2,6; Rom.
8:13. (Gen.
2:17; Eph. 2:5,
note)

8:3
l Cp. Acts 15:10;

Gal. 3:21; Heb.
7:18

m Christ (first ad-
vent): v. 3; Rom.
9:5. (Gen. 3:15;
Acts 1:11, note)

n Sacrifice (of
Christ): v. 3;
Rom. 8:32.
(Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note)

8:4
o Righteousness

(OT): v. 4; Rom.
9:30. (Gen. 6:9;
Luke 2:25, note)

p Rom. 6:4; 2 Cor.
5:7; Gal. 5:16;
Eph. 4:1; 5:2,15;
1 John 1:7; 2:6

8:6
q Life (eternal): vv.

6,10; 2 Cor.
2:16. (Matt.
7:14; Rev.
22:19); 1 John
5:12

8:11
r Resurrection: v.

11; Rom. 8:34.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

7:16
a Law (of Moses):

vv. 16,22,25;
8:3,4,7; Rom.
9:4. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

7:17
b See Rom. 3:23

and 5:21, notes

7:18
c Flesh: vv. 18,25;

8:3,5,7,9; Rom.
8:12. (John
8:15; Jude 23,
note)

7:23
d Gal. 5:17

7:24
e Cp. Deut.

28:67; Prov.
13:15

f Cp. Rom. 8:2

g Rom. 8:11;
1 Cor. 15:51-52;
1 Thess. 4:14-17

8:1
h Judgments (the

seven): vv. 1,3;
Rom. 14:10.
(2 Sam. 7:14;
Rev. 20:12,
note)

i Cp. 1 Cor. 1:30

8:2
j Holy Spirit (NT):

vv. 2,4,5,9-11;
Rom. 8:11.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)
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iin Christ Jesus has made me free
from the law of bsin and kdeath.

3For what the alaw could lnot do
in that it was weak through the
c flesh, God did by msending His
own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh, non account of sin: He hcon-
demned bsin in the flesh,

4that the orighteous requirement
of the alaw might be fulfilled in us
who do not pwalk according to the
flesh but according to the jSpirit.

(8) Conflict of the Spirit with the
old nature (cp. Gal. 5:16–18)

5For those who live according to
the c flesh set their minds on the
things of the flesh, but those who
live according to the jSpirit, the
things of the jSpirit.

6For to be carnally minded is
kdeath, but to be spiritually minded
is qlife and peace.

7Because the ccarnal mind is en-
mity against God; for it is not sub-
ject to the alaw of God, nor indeed
can be.

8So then, those who are in the
flesh cannot please God.

9But you are not in the cflesh but
in the jSpirit, if indeed the jSpirit of
God dwells in you. Now if anyone
does not have the jSpirit of Christ,
he is not His.

10And if Christ is in you, the body
is dead because of bsin, but the
jSpirit is qlife because of righteous-
ness.

11But if the jSpirit of Him who
rraised Jesus from the dead dwells
in you, He who raised Christ from
the dead will also give life to your
*8:1 NU-Text omits the rest of this verse.

7:21 law. Six “laws” are to be differentiated in Romans:
(1) the law of Moses, which condemns (3:19);
(2) law as a principle (3:21);
(3) the law of faith, which excludes self-righteousness

(3:27);
(4) the law of sin in the members, which is victorious

over the law of the mind (7:21,23,25);
(5) the law of the mind, which consents to the law of

Moses but cannot do it because of the law of sin in the
members (7:16,23); and

(6) the law of the Spirit, having power to deliver the be-
liever from the law of sin which is in his members, and his
conscience from condemnation by the Mosaic law. More-
over the Spirit works in the yielded Christian the very righ-

teousness which Moses’ law requires (8:2,4).
8:1 The last thirteen words of v. 1 may be copied from v.

4, where they express the result of “no condemnation.”
However, these words do occur in the majority of manu-
scripts and may simply express a further description of
“those who are in Christ Jesus.”

8:2 Spirit of life. Up to now in Romans the Holy Spirit
has been mentioned four times (1:4; 2:29; 5:5; 7:6); in this
chapter alone He is mentioned nineteen times. Redemp-
tion is by blood and by power (see Ex. 14:30, note). Rom.
3:21—5:11 speaks of the redemptive price; ch. 8, of re-
demptive power.

8:6 carnally. That is, fleshly.
8:7 carnal mind. That is, the mind of the flesh.



23Not only that, but we also who
have the firstfruits of the aSpirit,
even we ourselves groan within
ourselves, eagerly waiting for the
fadoption, the predemption of our
body.

24For we were qsaved in this
hope, but hope that is seen is not
hope; for why does one still hope
for what he sees?

25But if we hope for what we do
not see, we eagerly wait for it with
perseverance.

(11) The Spirit an indwelling
Intercessor (cp. Heb. 7:25)

26Likewise the aSpirit also helps
in our weaknesses. For we do not
know what we should pray for as
we ought, but the Spirit Himself
makes intercession for us* with
groanings which cannot be uttered.

27Now He who searches the
hearts knows what the mind of the
aSpirit is, because He makes inter-
cession for the saints according to
the will of God.

(12) God’s eternal, unfailing
purpose through the Gospel

28And we know that all things
work together for good to those
who love God, to those who are the
called according to His purpose.

29For whom He r foreknew, He
also spredestined to be conformed
to the t image of His Son, that He
might be the firstborn among many
brethren.

30Moreover whom He spredes-
tined, these He also ucalled; whom
He called, these He also v justified;
and whom He justified, these He
also glorified.

31What then shall we say to these

mortal bodies through His aSpirit
who dwells in you.

12Therefore, brethren, we are
debtors—not to the b flesh, to live
according to the flesh.

13For if you live according to the
bflesh you will cddie; but if by the
aSpirit you eput to death the deeds
of the body, you will live.

(9) The believer is made a son
and heir (cp. Gal. 4:4)

14For as many as are led by the
aSpirit of God, these are sons of God.

15For you did not receive the spir-
it of bondage again to fear, but you
received the aSpirit of fadoption by
whom we gcry out, “Abba, Father.”

16The aSpirit Himself bears wit-
ness with our spirit that we are chil-
dren of God,

17and if children, then hheirs—
heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ, if indeed we isuffer with
Him, that we may also be jglorified
together.

(10) The glorious deliverance
ahead (cp. Gen. 3:18–19)

18For I consider that the isuffer-
ings of this present time are knot
worthy to be compared with the
jglory which shall be revealed in us.

19For the earnest expectation of
the lcreation eagerly waits for the
mrevealing of the sons of God.

20For the lcreation was subjected
to futility, not willingly, but because
of Him who subjected it in hope;

21because the lcreation itself also
will be delivered from the nbondage
of corruption into the glorious olib-
erty of the children of God.

22For we know that the whole
creation groans and labors with
birth pangs together until now.

8:21
n Cp. Rom. 7:23;

2 Tim. 2:26;
2 Pet. 2:19

o 2 Cor. 3:17;
Gal. 5:1,13

8:23
p Eph. 1:14; 4:30;

Phil. 3:20-21;
see Rom. 3:24,
note

8:24
q See Rom. 1:16,

note

8:29
r Foreknowledge:

v. 29; Rom.
11:2. (Acts 2:23;
1 Pet. 1:20,
note)

s Predestination:
vv. 29,30;
1 Cor. 2:7.
(Rom. 8:29;
Eph. 1:11). See
1 Pet. 1:20, note

t Cp. 1 Cor.
15:48-49

8:30
u Eph. 4:4

v Justification: v.
30; Rom. 8:33.
(Luke 18:14;
Rom. 3:28,
note)

8:11
a Holy Spirit (NT):

vv. 11,13-
16,23,26,27;
Rom. 9:1. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

8:12
b Flesh: vv. 12,13;

Rom. 13:14.
(John 8:15; Jude
23, note)

8:13
c Death (spiritual):

v. 13; 2 Cor.
3:7. (Gen. 2:17;
Eph. 2:5, note)

d Death (the sec-
ond): v. 13; Rev.
2:11. (John
8:21; Rev.
20:14, note)

e Col. 3:5-10

8:15
f Adoption: vv.

15,23; Gal. 4:5.
(Rom. 8:15;
Eph. 1:5, note)

g Gal. 4:6

8:17
h Cp. Gal. 3:29;

Titus 3:7; Heb.
1:14; 6:17

i Cp. Acts 5:41;
9:16; Heb.
11:25; James
5:10; 1 Pet.
2:20; 5:10

j Cp. Matt. 13:43;
Phil. 3:21; Col.
3:4; Rev. 22:5

8:18
k 2 Cor. 4:17

8:19
l vv. 20-23; cp.

Gen. 3:17-19

m Cp. Matt. 13:40-
43; 1 John 3:2
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*8:26 NU-Text omits for us.

8:11 through. Some manuscripts read because of.
8:16 Children is from the Greek teknon, meaning one

born, a child, and so in vv. 17,21; not, as in v. 14, “sons”
(Greek huios). Compare Gal. 4:1,7, where babyhood and
sonhood are contrasted; also Adoption (Rom. 8:15,23; Eph.
1:5, note).

8:22 creation. Adam drew down into his ruin the old
creation, of which he was lord and head. Christ will bring
into moral unity with God, and into eternal life, all of the
new creation of which He is Lord and Head (Eph.
1:22–23). Even the animal and material creation, cursed for

man’s sake (Gen. 3:17), will be delivered by Christ (vv.
19–22; compare Is. 11:6–9).

8:23 the adoption. Literally the placing as sons.
8:26 what we should pray. That is, how to pray.

uttered. When Christians are so troubled as to find great
difficulty in praying, the Holy Spirit is interceding for them
with divine intensity (“groanings”) that expresses their
needs perfectly to God.

8:28 Observe, in the last clause of this verse, that God’s
purpose, not His foreknowledge, is first in the order of the
chain of verbs occurring in vv. 28–30.



things? If God is for us, who can be
against us?

32He who did not spare His own
Son, but adelivered Him up for us
all, how shall He not with Him also
freely give us all things?

33Who shall bring a charge
against God’s belect? It is God who
c justifies.

34Who is he who condemns? It is
Christ who adied, and furthermore
is also drisen, who is even at the
right hand of God, who also makes
eintercession for us.

(13) The believer is made secure
35Who shall separate us from the

8:34
d Resurrection: v.

34; Rom. 10:9.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

e Heb. 7:25; 9:24

8:36
f Inspiration: v.

36; 9:4; Rom.
9:9. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

g Ps. 44:22

8:37
h 2 Cor. 2:14;

1 John 5:4

8:38
i Assurance/secu-

rity: vv. 38-39;
Rom. 10:9. (Ps.
23:1; Jude 1,
note)

j Death (physi-
cal): v. 38; Rom.
14:8. (Gen.
2:17; Heb. 9:27,
note)

k See Heb. 1:4,
note

9:1
l Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 1; Rom.
14:17. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

9:3
m Cp. Ex. 32:32

9:4
n Israel (prophe-

cies): vv. 1-8;
Rom. 10:1.
(Gen. 12:2;
Rom. 11:26,
note)

o See Heb. 8:8,
note

p Law (of Moses):
v. 4; Rom. 9:32.
(Ex. 19:1; Gal.
3:24, note)

9:5
q Christ (first ad-

vent): v. 5; Gal.
4:4. (Gen. 3:15;
Acts 1:11, note)

9:7
r See Rom. 8:16,

note

8:32
a Sacrifice (of

Christ): vv. 32,
34; Rom. 14:9.
(Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note)

8:33
b Election (corpo-

rate): v. 33;
Rom. 9:11.
(Deut. 7:6;
1 Pet. 5:13,
note)

c Justification: v.
33; 1 Cor. 4:4.
(Luke 18:14;
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ROMANS 8:32—9:7 1563
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or
distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

36As it is fwritten:

“For g Your sake we are killed all
day long;

We are accounted as sheep for
the slaughter.”

37Yet in all these things we are
more than hconquerors through
Him who loved us.

38For I am ipersuaded that nei-
ther jdeath nor life, nor kangels nor
principalities nor powers, nor
things present nor things to come,

39nor height nor depth, nor any
other created thing, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

IV. The Problem of Jewish Unbelief,
9—11

God’s sovereign wisdom and grace
in working out His purpose despite
the unfaithfulness of Israel (9:11)

(1) Paul’s solicitude for Israel

9I TELL the truth in Christ, I am
not lying, my conscience also

bearing me witness in the Holy
lSpirit,

2that I have great sorrow and con-
tinual grief in my heart.

3For I could wish that I myself
were maccursed from Christ for my
brethren, my countrymen* accord-
ing to the flesh,

(2) Israel’s privileges
4who are nIsraelites, to whom

pertain the adoption, the glory, the
ocovenants, the giving of the plaw,
the service of God, and the fprom-
ises;

5of whom are the fathers and
from whom, according to the flesh,
Christ qcame, who is over all, the
eternally blessed God. Amen.

(3) Natural posterity not identical
with spiritual posterity

6But it is not that the fword of
God has taken no effect. For they
are not all Israel who are of Israel,

7nor are they all rchildren be-
*9:3 Or relatives

8:31 THE DIVINE REVELATION

If the Epistle to the Romans may be likened to a great
cathedral of Christian truth, then ch. 8 is the highest of
the towering spires of that divine revelation. The
grandeur of the theme is shown in the largeness of its
references to God; the sweep of its revelation which in-
cludes past, present, and future—from creation to eter-
nity; the good news of its message about God’s answer
to sin’s tyranny; its lovely and soul-sustaining homily
on suffering; and its closing triumphant note on the se-
curity of the believer.

God the Father is seen as Judge (vv. 30,33), as Bene-
factor (v. 32), as Ruler of history (vv. 28–30), as the Lord
who searches hearts (v. 27), calls men (v. 28), justifies
and glorifies believers (v. 30); above all, He is shown as
the God of love (v. 39) who “did not spare His own
Son, but delivered Him up for us all” (v. 32).

God the Son is revealed as the Firstborn among many
brethren (v. 29), the Deliverer (vv. 1–4), the Indweller of
His people (v. 10), the Lord with whom we are to be
glorified (v. 17), the Savior of our souls (v. 34).

God the Spirit is gloriously presented as the Source of
power (v. 4), life, and peace (v. 6), as the Lifegiver (v.
11), and Indweller (vv. 9,11). He leads (v. 14), wit-
nesses to our spirits (v. 16), and intercedes (v. 26). He is
the Spirit of our sonship (v. 15) and the Firstfruits of our
redemption (v. 23).

The chapter speaks of men as well. The man devoid
of the Spirit cannot please God (vv. 6–8). The Christian
knows weaknesses (v. 26) but may live by the Spirit (v.
13) as God’s heir (v. 17); moreover, his body, as well as
his spirit, is involved in God’s plan of redemption (v.
23); and, best of all, he is to be conformed to the image
of God’s Son (v. 29).

The opening verses of the chapter summarize chs.
5—8. The closing verses are a rock upon which assur-
ance may stand forever. Yet this assurance is accom-
plished by moral means; for God’s great objective
which must be realized is for His children “to be con-
formed to the image of His Son.”



18Therefore He has mercy on
whom He wills, and whom He wills
He qhardens.

19You will say to me then, “Why
does He still find fault? For who has
resisted His will?”

20But indeed, O man, who are
you to reply against God? rWill the
thing formed say to him who
formed it, “Why have you made me
like this?”

21Does not the potter have power
over the clay, from the same lump
to smake one vessel for honor and
another for dishonor?

22What if God, wanting to show
His wrath and to make His power
known, endured with much long-
suffering the vessels of wrath pre-
pared for destruction,

23and that He might make known
the triches of His glory on the ves-
sels of mercy, which He had upre-
pared beforehand for glory,

24even us whom He vcalled, wnot
of the Jews only, but also of the
Gentiles?

(5) The prophets foretold
the blinding of Israel
and mercy to Gentiles

25As He dsays also in Hosea:

“I x will call them My people,
who were not My people,

cause they are the seed of Abraham;
but, a“In Isaac your seed shall be
called.”

(The distinction illustrated)
8That is, those who are the bchil-

dren of the flesh, these are not the
bchildren of God; but the bchildren
of the cpromise are counted as the
seed.

9For this is the dword of promise:
e“At this time I will come and Sarah
shall have a son.”

10And not only this, but when
fRebecca also had conceived by one
man, even by our father Isaac

11(for the children not yet being
born, nor having done any good or
evil, that the purpose of God ac-
cording to gelection might stand,
not of works but of Him who calls),

12it was dsaid to her, h“The older
shall serve the younger.”

13As it is dwritten, i“Jacob I have
loved, but Esau I have hated.”

(4) God’s mercy is under
His sovereign will

14What shall we say then? Is
there junrighteousness with God?
Certainly not!

15For He dsays to Moses, k“I will
have mercy on whomever I will
have lmercy, and I will have com-
passion on whomever I will have
mcompassion.”

16So then it is not of him who
wills, nor of him who runs, nbut of
oGod who shows mercy.

17For the Scripture dsays to the
Pharaoh, p“For this very purpose I
have raised you up, that I may show
My power in you, and that My
name may be declared in all the
earth.”
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9:6–7 the seed of Abraham. The distinction is between
Israel according to the flesh, the mere natural posterity of
Abraham, and Israelites who through faith are also Abra-
ham’s spiritual children. Gentiles who believe are also of
Abraham’s spiritual seed; but here the apostle is not con-
sidering them but only the two kinds of Israelites—the nat-
ural and the spiritual Israel (Rom. 4:1–3; Gal. 3:6–7. Com-
pare John 8:37–39). See Rom. 11:1, note.

The NT indicates no distinction between the terms Jew,
Israelite, and Hebrew. All are used by Paul concerning
himself (Acts 21:39; Rom. 11:1; Phil. 3:5).

9:24 of. Literally from among. Compare Acts. 15:14.

Sarah: princess. The wife of Abraham who conceived
and gave birth to Isaac in her old age. Her name was
changed from Sarai.

Rebecca (or Rebekah): a noose. Daughter of Bethuel
(Abraham’s nephew) and wife of Isaac. She had twin
sons, Jacob and Esau, and helped the younger son, Ja-
cob in deceiving his father to bless him rather than Esau.

Isaac: laughter. The son of Abraham and Sarah, born
when they were both very old. His birth was foretold by
an angel of the LORD and fulfilled the promise God had
made to his father. He married Rebekah, was the father
of Jacob and Esau, and inherited the covenant promise.

Jacob: supplanter. The younger son of Isaac and Re-
bekah who tricked his brother Esau into selling him
his birthright. He deceived his father in order to re-
ceive the family blessing.

Esau: hairy. The oldest son of Isaac and Rebekah who
was tricked by his brother into selling him the birthright.
He was later also deprived of the family blessing.



And her beloved, who was not
beloved.”

26“And it shall come to pass in the
place where it was asaid to
them,

‘Youb are not My people,’
There they shall be called sons

of the living God.”
27Isaiah also acries out concern-

ing Israel:

“Though c the number of the
children of Israel be as the
sand of the sea,

The dremnant will be esaved.
28 For He will finish the work and

cut it short in
frighteousness,

Because the gLORD will make a
short work upon the
earth.”*

29And as Isaiah asaid before:

“Unless the LORD of Sabaoth had
left us a dseed,

We would have become like
Sodom,

And we would have been made
like Gomorrah.”

30What shall we say then? That
hGentiles, who did not pursue irigh-
teousness, have attained to frigh-
teousness, even the frighteousness
of jfaith;

31but Israel, pursuing the law of
krighteousness, has not attained to
the law of righteousness.*

32Why? Because they did not seek
it by faith, but as it were, by the
works of the llaw.* For they stum-
bled at that stumbling mstone.

33As it is awritten:

“Behold,n I lay in Zion a
stumbling mstone and rock
of offense,

9:33
o Rom. 5:5

10:1
p Israel (prophe-

cies): vv. 1-4;
Rom. 11:1.
(Gen. 12:2;
Rom. 11:26,
note)

10:2
q Cp. Acts 22:3

10:5
r Lev. 18:5; Gal.

3:12

10:6
s vv. 6-8; Deut.

30:12-14

10:8
t Gospel: v. 8;

Rom. 10:15.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

10:9
u Matt. 10:32;

Luke 12:8; cp.
Acts 8:37

v Resurrection: v.
9; Rom. 14:9.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note). Rom.
4:24

w Assurance/secu-
rity: v. 9; Rom.
10:13. (Ps. 23:1;
Jude 1, note)

9:26
a Inspiration: vv.

26,27,29,33;
10:5,8; Rom.
10:11. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

b Hos. 1:10

9:27
c Is. 10:22-23

d Remnant: vv.
27,29; Rom.
11:5. (Is. 1:9;
Rom. 11:5,
note)

e See Rom. 1:16,
note

9:28
f See Rom. 10:10,

note

g Is. 10:23

9:30
h See Eph. 3:6,

note

i Righteousness
(OT): v. 30;
10:5; Gal. 3:21.
(Gen. 6:9; Luke
2:25, note)

j Faith: vv. 30,33;
10:6,9,10; Rom.
10:11. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

9:31
k See Rom. 3:21,

note

9:32
l Law (of Moses):

v. 32; 10:4,5;
Rom. 13:18. (Ex.
19:1; Gal. 3:24,
note)

m Christ (Stone):
vv. 32-33;
1 Cor. 1:23.
(Gen. 49:24;
1 Pet. 2:8, note)

9:33
n Ps. 118:22; Is.

8:14; 28:16;
Matt. 21:42;
1 Pet. 2:6

ROMANS 9:26—10:10 1565
And whoever jbelieves on Him

will onot be put to shame.”

(6) Apparent failure of the
promises to Israel explained

by their unbelief

10BRETHREN, my heart’s de-
sire and prayer to God for

pIsrael* is that they may be esaved.
2For I bear them witness that

they have a qzeal for God, but not
according to knowledge.

3For they being ignorant of God’s
frighteousness, and seeking to es-
tablish their own krighteousness,
have not submitted to the frigh-
teousness of God.

4For Christ is the end of the llaw
for frighteousness to everyone who
believes.

5For Moses awrites about the
irighteousness which is of the llaw,
r“The man who does those things
shall live by them.”

6But the frighteousness of j faith
speaks in this way, s“Do not say in
your heart, ‘Who will ascend into
heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ
down from above)

7or, “ ‘Who will descend into the
abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up
from the dead).

8But what does it asay? “The
word is near you, in your mouth
and in your heart” (that is, the
tword of faith which we preach):

9u that if you confess with your
mouth the Lord Jesus and jbelieve
in your heart that God has vraised
Him from the dead, you wwill be
esaved.

10For with the heart one jbelieves
unto righteousness, and with the
*9:28 NU-Text reads For the Lord will finish the
work and cut it short upon the earth. *9:31 NU-
Text omits of righteousness. *9:32 NU-Text
reads by works. *10:1 NU-Text reads them.

9:26 sons. Greek huios. Matt. 5:9; Luke 20:36.
9:29 LORD of Sabaoth. Literally LORD of hosts. Is. 1:9;

see 1 Sam, 1:3, note.

Sodom and Gomorrah: burning. Cities located in the
Valley of Siddim known for their extreme wickedness
and destroyed by God with fire and brimstone. Only
Lot and his family survived the destruction.

10:3 righteousness. The word “righteousness” here
(and in the passages carrying a marginal reference to this

verse) alludes to legal righteousness or self-righteousness,
the futile effort of man to work out under law a character
which God can approve. See Rev. 19:8, note.

10:9 Lord Jesus. That is, Jesus as Lord. Compare 1 Cor.
12:3.

10:10 Righteousness here (and in the passages carrying
a marginal reference to this verse) alludes to that righteous-
ness of God which is judicially reckoned to all who believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ, that is, Christians are the righ-
teous. See 3:21, note.



“I l will provoke you to jealousy
by those who are not a
nation,

I will move you to anger by a
foolish nation.”

20But Isaiah is very bold and bsays:

“Im was found by those who did
not seek Me;

I was made manifest to nthose
who did not ask for Me.”

21But to Israel he bsays:

“Allo day long I have stretched
out My hands

To a disobedient and pcontrary
people.”

(8) The spiritual in Israel are, like Paul,
finding salvation in Christ

11I SAY then, qhas God cast
away His rpeople? sCertainly

not! For I also am an Israelite, of the
seed of Abraham, of the tribe of
Benjamin.

2God has not cast away His peo-
ple whom He tforeknew. Or do you
not know what the Scripture bsays
of Elijah, how he pleads with God
against Israel, saying,

3u“LORD, they have killed Your
prophets and torn down Your altars,
and I alone am left, and they seek
my life”?

4But what does the divine re-
sponse bsay to him? v“I have re-
served for Myself seven thousand
men who have not bowed the knee
to Baal.”

5Even so then, at this present
time there is a wremnant according
to the xelection of ygrace.

mouth confession is made unto asal-
vation.

11For the Scripture bsays, c“Who-
ever dbelieves on Him will not be
put to shame.”*

12For there is no edistinction be-
tween Jew and Greek, for the same
Lord over all is rich to all who call
upon Him.

13For “whoever calls on the name
of the fLORD gshall be asaved.”

(7) World-wide outreach of the Gospel;
God would have all to be saved

14How then shall they call on
Him in whom they have not be-
lieved? And how shall they dbelieve
in Him of whom they have not
heard? And how shall they hear
without a preacher?

15And how shall they preach un-
less they are sent? As it is bwritten:

“Howh beautiful are the feet of
those who preach the
igospel of peace,*

Who bring glad tidings of good
things!”

16But they have not all obeyed
the igospel. For Isaiah bsays, j“Lord,
who has dbelieved our report?”

17So then dfaith comes by hearing,
and hearing by the iword of God.

18But I say, have they not heard?
Yes indeed:

“Their k sound has bgone out to
all the earth,

And their words to the ends of
the world.”

19But I say, did Israel not know?
First Moses bsays:
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*10:11 Isaiah 28:16 *10:15 NU-Text omits
preach the gospel of peace, Who.

10:18 world. Greek oikoumenē. See Luke 2:1, note.
11:1 cast away. That Israel has not been forever set

aside is the theme of this chapter.
(1) The salvation of Paul proves that there is still a rem-

nant of Israel (v. 1).
(2) The doctrine of the remnant proves it (vv. 2–6).
(3) The present national unbelief was foreseen (vv. 7–10).
(4) Israel’s unbelief is the Gentile opportunity (vv. 11–25).
(5) Israel is judicially broken off from the good olive tree,

Christ (vv. 17–22).
(6) They are to be grafted in again (vv. 23–24). And
(7) the promised Deliverer will come out of Zion and the

nation will be saved (vv. 25–29).
That the Christian now inherits the distinctive Jewish

promises is not taught in Scripture. The Christian is of the
heavenly seed of Abraham (Gen. 15:5–6; Gal. 3:29) and
partakes of the spiritual blessings of the Abrahamic Cov-
enant (Gen. 12:2, note); but Israel as a nation always has its
own place and is yet to have its greatest exaltation as the
earthly people of God. See Israel (Gen. 12:2–3; Rom. 11:26,
note); Kingdom (OT) (Gen. 1:26–28; Zech. 12:8, note).

Elijah: my God is Jehovah. The Tishbite who was a
great prophet of the Lord. He performed miracles and
was taken to heaven in a chariot of fire.

Baal: lord. A pagan god of the Moabites and Canaan-
ites.



6And if by agrace, then it is no
longer of works; otherwise grace is
no longer grace.* But if it is of
works, it is no longer grace; other-
wise work is no longer work.

(9) National Israel is temporarily
set aside but not cast away

permanently
7What then? bIsrael has not ob-

tained what it seeks; but the celect
have obtained it, and the rest were
dblinded.

8Just as it is ewritten:

“God f has given them a spirit of
stupor,

Eyes that they should not see
And ears that they should not

hear,
To this very day.”

9And David gsays:

“Leth their table become a snare
and a trap,

A stumbling block and a
recompense to them.

10 Let their eyes be darkened, so
that they do not see,
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And bow down their back

always.”
11I say then, have they stumbled

that they should fall? Certainly not!
But through their fall, to provoke
them to i jealousy, jsalvation has
come to the kGentiles.

12Now if their fall is riches for the
world, and their failure riches for
the lGentiles, mhow much more
their fullness!

(10) Gentiles warned: Israel’s
blindness is only “in part” (v. 25)

13For I speak to you nGentiles;
inasmuch as I am an oapostle to the
Gentiles, I magnify my ministry,

14if by any means I may provoke
to jealousy those who are my flesh
and psave some of them.

15For if their being cast away is
the qreconciling of the world, what
will their acceptance be rbut life
from the dead?

16For if the firstfruit is sholy, the
lump is also holy; and if the root is
sholy, so are the branches.

17And if some of the branches
were broken off, and you, being a
wild olive tree, were grafted in
among them, and with them be-
came a partaker of the root and fat-
ness of the olive tree,

18do not boast against the
branches. But if you do boast, re-
member that you do not support the
root, but the root supports you.

19You will say then, “Branches
were broken off that I might be
grafted in.”

20Well said. Because of tunbelief
they were broken off, and you stand
by u faith. Do not be haughty, but
fear.

21 vFor if God did not spare the
natural branches, He may not spare
you either.

22Therefore consider the good-
ness and severity of God: on those
*11:6 NU-Text omits the rest of this verse.

11:12,15 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
11:17 olive tree. The olive root represents the blessings

promised to Abraham’s seed. Though Gentiles do not, by
faith in Christ, inherit Israel’s particular promises, they do
receive the blessing promised to “all the families of the
earth” (Gen. 12:3; compare Gal. 3:6–9).

11:5 REMNANT, SUMMARY

In the history of Israel a remnant may be discerned, a
spiritual Israel within the national Israel. In Elijah’s time
7000 had not bowed the knee to Baal (1 Kin. 19:18). In
Isaiah’s time, Israel had been reduced to only a “very
small remnant” (Is. 1:9), for whose sake God still held
back from destroying the nation. During the captivities
the remnant appears in Jews like Esther, Mordecai,
Ezekiel, Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. At
the end of the seventy years of Babylonian captivity it
was the remnant that returned under Ezra and Nehemi-
ah. At the advent of our Lord, John the Baptist, Simeon,
Anna, and those “who looked for redemption in Jerusa-
lem” (Luke 2:38) were the remnant. During the Church
Age the remnant is composed of believing Jews (Rom.
11:4–5).

But an important aspect of the remnant is prophetic.
During the great tribulation a remnant out of all Israel
will turn to Jesus as Messiah, the “sealed” Israelites of
Rev. 7:3–8. It is inferred by many students of Scripture
that the great multitude of Gentiles of Rev. 7:9 will be
saved by the witness of the 144,000 of vv. 3–8. Some of
these will undergo martyrdom (Rev. 6:9–11), some will
be spared to enter the millennial kingdom (Zech.
12:6—13:9). Many of the Psalms express prophetically,
the joys and sorrows of the tribulation remnant.



ing the melection they are beloved
for the sake of the fathers.

29For the gifts and the calling of
God are nirrevocable.

30For as you were once disobedi-
ent to God, yet have now obtained
mercy through their disobedience,

31even so these also have now
been disobedient, that through the
mercy shown you they also may ob-
tain mercy.

32For God has committed them
oall to disobedience, that He might
have mercy on all.

(12) God’s matchless wisdom
33Oh, the depth of the riches

both of the wisdom and knowledge
of God! How unsearchable are His
judgments and His ways past find-
ing out!
34“For who has known the pmind

of the LORD?
Or who has become His

counselor?”*

35“Or who has first given to Him
And it shall be repaid to him?”*

36For of Him and through Him
and to Him are qall things, to whom
be glory forever. Amen.

V. Christian Life and Service
for the Glory of God, 12:1—15:13

(1) Dedication

12I BESEECH you therefore,
brethren, by the rmercies of

God, that you present your bodies a
living ssacrifice, tholy, acceptable to
God, which is your reasonable ser-
vice.

2And udo not be conformed to
this world, but be transformed by

who fell, severity; but toward you,
goodness,* if you continue in His
goodness. Otherwise you also will
be cut off.

23And athey also, if they do not
bcontinue in cunbelief, will be graft-
ed in, for God is able to graft dthem
in again.

24For if you were cut out of the ol-
ive tree which is wild by nature,
and were grafted contrary to nature
into a cultivated olive tree, how
much more will these, who are nat-
ural branches, be grafted into their
own olive tree?

25For I do not desire, brethren,
that you should be ignorant of this
emystery, lest you should be wise in
your own opinion, that blindness in
part has happened to Israel until the
fullness of the Gentiles has come in.

(11) Repentant Israel
will yet be saved through the

Deliverer (cp. Is. 66:8)
26And so all Israel will be fsaved,*

as it is gwritten:

“The Deliverer will icome out of
Zion,

And He will turn away
ungodliness from Jacob;

27 For this is My icovenant with
them,

When I take away jtheir ksins.”
28Concerning the lgospel they are

enemies for your sake, but concern-

11:27
j Israel (prophe-

cies): vv. 23-27;
1 Cor. 10:1.
(Gen. 12:2;
Rom. 11:26,
note)

k See Rom. 3:23,
note

11:28
l Gospel: v. 28;

Rom. 15:16.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

m Election (corpo-
rate): v. 28;
Rom. 16:13.
(Deut. 7:6;
1 Pet. 5:13,
note)

11:29
n Repentance: v.

29; 2 Cor. 7:9.
(Matt. 3:2; Acts
17:30, note)

11:32
o Gal. 3:22

11:34
p 1 Cor. 2:16; cp.

Is. 40:13

11:36
q Col. 1:16; Heb.

2:10

12:1
r Rom. 3:21-8:39

s vv. 1-2; Phil.
4:18; see Heb.
10:18, note

t Sanctification
(NT): vv. 1-2;
Rom. 15:16.
(Matt. 4:5; Rev.
22:11, note)

12:2
u Separation: v. 2;

1 Cor. 10:20.
(Gen. 12:1;
2 Cor. 6:17,
note)

11:23
a Remnant: vv.

23-27; Rev.
6:11. (Is. 1:9;
Rom. 11:5,
note). Is. 1:9

b 2 Cor. 3:16

c Heb. 3:19; cp.
Rom. 9:32

d Israel (prophe-
cies): vv. 23-27;
1 Cor. 10:1.
(Gen. 12:2;
Rom. 11:26,
note)

11:25
e Church (the

true): v. 25;
Rom. 12:5.
(Matt. 16:18;
Heb. 12:23).
See Matt. 13:11,
note

11:26
f See Rom. 1:16,

note

g Inspiration: v.
26; Rom. 12:19.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

h Christ (second
advent): v. 26;
1 Cor. 1:7.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

11:27
i Covenant

(New): v. 27;
1 Cor. 11:25.
(Is. 61:8; Heb.
8:8, note)
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*11:22 NU-Text adds of God. *11:26 Or
delivered *11:34 Jeremiah 23:18
*11:35 Job 41:11

11:25 fullness. The “fullness of the Gentiles” is the com-
pletion of the purpose of God in this age, that is, the outcall-
ing from among the Gentiles of a people for Christ’s name,
“the church, which is His body” (Eph. 1:22–23). Compare
Acts 15:14; 1 Cor. 12:12–13; Eph. 4:11–13. It must be dis-
tinguished from “the times of the Gentiles” (Luke 21:24).

11:26 Deliverer. That is, Redeemer. Is. 59:20–21.
12:1 present. That is, present once for all. Compare

Rom. 6:12–13. service. Rendered divine service, Heb. 9:1.
12:2 world. Literally age. transformed. Rendered trans-

figured, Matt. 17:2; Mark 9:2.

11:26 ISRAEL, SUMMARY

Israel, so named from the grandson of Abraham, was
chosen for a fourfold mission:

(1) to witness to the unity of God in the midst of uni-
versal idolatry (compare Deut. 6:4 with Is. 43:10–12);

(2) to illustrate to the nations the blessedness of serv-
ing the true God (Deut. 33:26–29; 1 Chr. 17:20–21; Ps.
144:15);

(3) to receive, preserve, and transmit the Scriptures
(Deut. 4:5–8; Rom. 3:1–2); and

(4) to be the human channel for the Messiah (Gen.
3:15; 12:3; 22:18; 28:10–14; 49:10; 2 Sam. 7:12–16;
Is. 7:14; 9:6; Matt. 1:1; Rom. 1:3).

According to the prophets Israel, regathered from all
nations, restored to her own land and converted, is yet
to have her greatest earthly exaltation and glory. See
Kingdom (OT) (Gen. 1:26–28; Zech. 12:8, note); (NT)
(Matt. 2:2; 1 Cor. 15:24, note); Davidic Covenant
(2 Sam. 7:16, note).



the renewing of your mind, that you
may prove awhat is that good and
acceptable and perfect will of God.

(2) Service through gifts
of the Spirit

3For I say, through the bgrace giv-
en to me, to everyone who is
among you, not to think of himself
more highly than he ought to think,
but to think soberly, as God has
cdealt to each one a measure of
dfaith.

4For as we have many members
in one body, but all the members do
not have the same function,

5so we, being many, are one
ebody in Christ, and individually
members of fone another.

6Having then gifts differing ac-
cording to the ggrace that is hgiven
to us, let us use them: if prophecy,
let us prophesy in proportion to our
ifaith;

7or ministry, let us use it in our
ministering; he who teaches, in
teaching;

8he who exhorts, in exhortation;
he who gives, with liberality; he
who leads, with diligence; he who
shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

(3) The Christian and those
within God’s family

9Let jlove be without hypocrisy.
Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is
good.

10Be kindly affectionate to one an-
other with brotherly klove, in honor
giving preference to one another;

11not lagging in diligence, fervent
in spirit, serving the Lord;

12rejoicing in hope, patient in
tribulation, continuing lsteadfastly
in prayer;

13mdistributing to the needs of
the saints, given to hospitality.

14nBless those who persecute
you; bless and do not curse.

15Rejoice with those who rejoice,
and weep with those who weep.

16Be of the same mind toward

12:17
o 1 Pet. 3:9

12:19
p Inspiration: v.

19; Rom. 14:11.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

q Deut. 32:35

12:20
r Prov. 25:21-22;

cp. Matt. 5:44

12:21
s 12:1-2

13:1
t 13:5; Titus 3:1;

1 Pet. 2:13

u Cp. Dan 4:17;
cp. John 19:11

13:2
v Cp. Acts 23:2-5;

2 Pet. 2:10-11

13:3
w Cp. 1 Pet. 2:14;

3:13; 4:15

13:5
x Acts 24:16; cp.

Rom. 9:1; 2 Cor.
1:12; 1 Tim.
1:5,19; 1 Pet.
3:16

12:2
a Cp. Eph. 5:1-21

12:3
b Grace: v. 3;

Rom. 12:6.
(John 1:14; John
1:17, note). See
2 Pet. 3:18, note

c vv. 3-8; cp.
1 Cor. 12:4-11;
Eph. 4:7-16

d Faith: v. 3; Rom.
12:6. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

12:5
e Church (the

true): v. 5; Rom.
16:23. (Matt.
16:18; Heb.
12:23, note)

f 1 Cor. 10:17;
Gal. 3:28

12:6
g Grace: v. 6;

Rom. 15:15.
(John 1:14; John
1:17, note). See
2 Pet. 3:18, note

h John 3:27

i Faith: v. 6; Rom.
13:11. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

12:9
j Law (of Christ):

v. 9; Rom.
12:10. (John
13:34; 2 John 5,
note)

12:10
k Law (of Christ):

v. 10; Rom.
13:8. (John
13:34; 2 John 5,
note)

12:12
l 1 Thess. 5:17

12:13
m Heb. 13:16;

1 Pet. 4:9

12:14
n v. 20; Luke

6:28; cp. Matt.
5:44
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one another. Do not set your mind
on high things, but associate with
the humble. Do not be wise in your
own opinion.

(4) The Christian and those
outside of God’s family

17Repay no one oevil for evil.
Have regard for good things in the
sight of all men.

18If it is possible, as much as de-
pends on you, live peaceably with
all men.

19Beloved, do not avenge your-
selves, but rather give place to wrath;
for it is pwritten, q“Vengeance is
Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord.

20Therefore

“If r your enemy is hungry, feed
him;

If he is thirsty, give him a
drink;

For in so doing you will heap
coals of fire on his head.”

21Do not be overcome by evil, but
sovercome evil with good.

(5) The Christian and government

13LET every soul be tsubject to
the governing authorities.

For there is no authority except
from God, and the authorities that
exist are uappointed by God.

2Therefore whoever resists the
authority vresists the ordinance of
God, and those who resist will bring
judgment on themselves.

3For rulers are not a terror to
good works, but to evil. Do you
want to be unafraid of the authori-
ty? wDo what is good, and you will
have praise from the same.

4For he is God’s minister to you
for good. But if you do evil, be
afraid; for he does not bear the
sword in vain; for he is God’s minis-
ter, an avenger to execute wrath on
him who practices evil.

5Therefore you must be subject,
not only because of wrath but also
for xconscience’ sake.

13:4 minister. Or servant. In vv. 1–4 the apostle
points out that orderly government is part of God’s provi-
sion, even in a wicked world. No ruler exercises control
except as God permits (Dan. 4:17). Under normal circum-
stances the Christian is to be obedient to the law of the

land. This does not mean that he is to obey regulations
that are immoral or anti-Christian. In such cases it is his
duty to obey God rather than men (Acts 5:29; compare
Dan. 3:16–18; 6:10ff. See also Gen. 8:15 and 9:16, with
their notes).



12The night is far spent, the day is
at hand. pTherefore let us cast off
the works of darkness, and let us
put on the qarmor of light.

13Let us walk properly, as in the
day, not in revelry and drunken-
ness, not in lewdness and lust, not
in strife and envy.

14But rput on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and make no provision for
the sflesh, to fulfill its lusts.

(7) The Christian and debatable
things (cp. 1 Cor. 8:1—10:33)

(a) The principle of individual
responsibility

14RECEIVE one who is weak
in the faith, but not to dis-

putes over doubtful things.
2For one believes he may eat all

things, but he who is weak eats only
vegetables.

3Let not him who eats despise
him who does not eat, and let not
him who does not eat judge him
who eats; for God has received him.

4Who are you to tjudge another’s
servant? To his own master he
stands or falls. Indeed, he will be
made to stand, for God is able to
make him stand.

5One person esteems one day
above another; another esteems
every day alike. Let each be fully
convinced in his own mind.

6He who observes the day, ob-
serves it to the Lord;* and he who
does not observe the day, to the
Lord he does not observe it. He who
eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives
God thanks; and he who does not
eat, to the Lord he does not eat, and
gives God thanks.

7For none of us ulives to himself,
and no one dies to himself.

8For if we v live, we live to the
Lord; and if we wdie, we die to the
Lord. Therefore, whether we live or
die, we are the Lord’s.

6For because of this you also pay
ataxes, for they are God’s ministers
attending continually to this very
thing.

7Render therefore to ball their
due: ctaxes to whom taxes are due,
customs to whom customs, fear to
whom fear, honor to whom honor.

(6) The law of love toward neighbors
(cp. Luke 10:29–37)

8dOwe no one anything except to
elove one another, for he who loves
another has ffulfilled the glaw.

9For the commandments, h“You
shall not commit adultery,” “You
shall not imurder,” “You shall not
steal,” “You shall not bear false wit-
ness,”* “You shall not covet,”* and
if there is any other commandment,
are all summed up in this saying,
namely, “You shall love your neigh-
bor as yourself.”*

10 jLove kdoes no harm to a neigh-
bor; therefore love is the fulfillment
of the llaw.

11And do this, knowing the time,
that now it is high time to awake
out of sleep; for now our msalvation
is nnearer than when we first obe-
lieved.

13:10
l Law (of Moses):

vv. 8-10; 1 Cor.
7:19. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

13:11
m See Rom. 1:16,

note

n Cp. 1 Cor. 7:29;
James 5:8

o Faith: v.11;
Rom. 14:22.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

13:12
p Eph. 5:11

q Eph. 6:11

13:14
r Righteousness

(garment): v. 14;
Col. 3:12. (Gen.
3:21; Rev. 19:8,
note)

s Flesh: v. 14;
1 Cor. 3:1. (John
8:15; Jude 23,
note)

14:4
t James 4:11-12

14:7
u Cp. 1 Cor. 6:19-

20

14:8
v 2 Cor. 5:14-15

w Death (physi-
cal): v. 8; 1 Cor.
3:22. (Gen.
2:17; Heb. 9:27,
note)

13:6
a Cp. Matt. 17:24-

27

13:7
b Cp. Mark 12:17;

1 Pet. 2:17-18

c Cp. Matt. 17:24-
27

13:8
d Cp. Lev. 19:13

e Law (of Christ):
13:8-15:2;
1 Cor. 4:21.
(John 13:34;
2 John 5, note)

f Gal. 5:13-14

g Law (of Moses):
vv. 8-10; 1 Cor.
7:19. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

13:9
h Ex. 20:13-17

i See Ex. 20:13,
note

13:10
j Law (of Christ):

13:8-15:2;
1 Cor. 4:21.
(John 13:34;
2 John 5, note)

k Cp. 1 Cor. 13:1-
13
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*13:9 NU-Text omits “You shall not bear false
witness.” * Deuteronomy 5:17–19,21
* Leviticus 19:18 *14:6 NU-Text omits the rest
of this sentence.

13:6 ministers. Or servants.
13:11 our salvation. The full result of salvation in glory.

1 John 3:2.
13:13 envy. Or jealousy.

14:3 CHRISTIAN PRACTICES

In this passage (14:1—15:3) Paul presents principles of
guidance respecting practices about which Christians
differ. Although he uses as examples meat sacrificed to
idols and the keeping of ceremonial days, the principles
involved apply to believers in every age. Convictions
about what constitutes Christian conduct sometimes re-
flect ecclesiastical and social backgrounds, but the
principles written in this passage are timeless.

They may be stated as follows: Christians
(1) are not to judge the practice of other Christians in

respect to doubtful things (v. 3);
(2) are personally accountable to God for their ac-

tions (v. 12);
(3) are not to do anything that will put a stumbling

block before their brethren (v. 13);
(4) have Christian liberty regarding what they do (vv.

14,20);
(5) are to do what will edify their brethren (v. 19);
(6) should, for the sake of their weaker brethren, vol-

untarily abstain from certain practices (v. 21);
(7) are to do only what can be done without self-con-

demnation (v. 22); and
(8) are to follow the example of Christ, who did not

live to please Himself (15:1–3).



9For to this end Christ adied and
brose* and lived again, that He
might be cLord of both the dead and
the living.

10But why do you d judge your
brother? Or why do you show con-
tempt for your brother? For we shall
all estand before the f judgment seat
of Christ.*

11For it is gwritten:

“Ash I live, says the LORD,
Every knee shall bow to Me,
And every tongue shall confess

to God.”
12So then each of us shall give ac-

count of himself to God.

(b) The principle of a 
neighbor’s good

13Therefore let us not i judge one
another anymore, but rather resolve
this, not to put a stumbling block or
a cause to fall in our brother’s way.

14I know and am convinced by
the Lord Jesus that there is jnothing
unclean of itself; but kto him who
considers anything to be unclean, to
him it is unclean.

15Yet if your brother is lgrieved
because of your food, you are no
longer walking in love. Do not de-
stroy with your food the one for
whom Christ adied.

16Therefore do not let your good
be spoken of as evil;

17for the mkingdom of God is not
eating and drinking, but nrighteous-
ness and opeace and joy in the Holy
pSpirit.

18For he who serves Christ in
these things* is qacceptable to God
and approved by men.

19Therefore let us pursue the
things which make for rpeace and
the things by which one may sedify
another.

20Do not destroy the work of God
for the sake of food. All things in-
deed are pure, but it is evil for the
man who eats with toffense.

21It is good neither to eat meat
nor drink wine nor do anything by
which your brother stumbles or is
offended or is made weak.*

(c) The principle of God’s glory
22Do you have ufaith?* Have it to

14:22
u Faith: vv. 22-23;

Rom. 15:13.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

v 1 John 3:21

14:23
w Cp. 1 Cor.

10:24-33

x See Rom. 3:23,
note

15:2
y 1 Thess. 5:11

15:3
z Phil. 2:5-8

aa Ps. 69:9

15:4
bb Rom. 4:23-

24; 1 Cor.
10:11; 2 Tim.
3:16-17

15:5
cc 1 Cor. 1:10;

Phil. 1:27

15:6
dd Cp. 1 Cor.

10:31; 1 Pet.
4:11

15:7
ee Rom. 14:1

15:8
ff Rom. 9:4

15:9
gg Cp. 1 Cor.

10:31; 1 Pet.
4:11

hh Ps. 18:49

ii See Eph. 3:6,
note

15:10
jj Deut. 32:43

kk See Eph. 3:6,
note

14:9
a Sacrifice (of

Christ): vv. 9,15;
1 Cor. 1:23.
(Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note)

b Resurrection: v.
9; 1 Cor. 6:14.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

c Acts 10:36

14:10
d Cp. Matt. 7:1-2

e 2 Cor. 5:10

f Judgments (the
seven): v. 10;
1 Cor. 3:13.
(2 Sam. 7:14;
Rev. 20:12,
note)

14:11
g Inspiration: v.

11; 15:3-4,9-10;
Rom. 15:11. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

h Is. 45:23; Phil.
2:10-11

14:13
i Cp. Matt. 7:1-2

14:14
j Cp. Acts 10:15

k Cp. 1 Cor.
10:24-33

14:15
l Cp. 1 Cor. 8:9-

13

14:17
m See Matt. 6:33,

note

n See Rom. 10:10,
note

o Rom. 8:6

p Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 17; Rom.
15:13. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

14:18
q 2 Cor. 5:9

14:19
r Rom. 8:6

s 1 Thess. 5:11

14:20
t Cp. 1 Cor. 8:9-

13
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yourself before God. Happy is he
who does not vcondemn himself in
what he approves.

23But he who wdoubts is con-
demned if he eats, because he does
not eat from faith; for whatever is
not from ufaith is xsin.*

15WE then who are strong
ought to bear with the scru-

ples of the weak, and not to please
ourselves.

2Let each of us please his neigh-
bor for his good, leading to yedifica-
tion.

3For even Christ did not zplease
Himself; but as it is gwritten, aa“The
reproaches of those who re-
proached You fell on Me.”

(8) Jewish and Gentile believers
are one in salvation

4For whatever things were writ-
ten before were gwritten bbfor our
learning, that we through the pa-
tience and comfort of the Scriptures
might have hope.

5Now may the God of patience
and comfort grant you to be cclike-
minded toward one another, accord-
ing to Christ Jesus,

6that you may with one mind and
one mouth ddglorify the God and Fa-
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ.

7Therefore eereceive one another,
just as Christ also received us,* to
the glory of God.

8Now I say that Jesus Christ has
become a servant to the circumci-
sion for the truth of God, to confirm
the ffpromises made to the fathers,

9and that the Gentiles might
ggglorify God for His mercy, as it is
gwritten:

“Forhh this reason I will confess
to You among the
iiGentiles,

And sing to Your name.”*

10And again he gsays:

“Rejoice, jj O kkGentiles, with
His people!”

*14:9 NU-Text omits and rose. *14:10 NU-
Text reads of God. *14:18 NU-Text reads this.
*14:21 NU-Text omits or is offended or is made
weak. *14:22 NU-Text reads The faith which
you have—have. *14:23 M-Text puts Romans
16:25–27 here. *15:7 NU-Text and M-Text read
you. *15:9 2 Samuel 22:50



21but as it is awritten:

“To t whom He was not
announced, they shall see;

And those who have not heard
shall understand.”

22For this reason I also have been
much uhindered from coming to
you.

23But now no longer having a
place in these parts, and having a
vgreat desire these many years to
come to you,

24whenever I journey to Spain, I
shall come to you.* For I hope to see
you on my journey, and to be
helped on my way there by you, if
first I may wenjoy your company for
a while.

25But now I am xgoing to Jeru-
salem to minister to the ysaints.

26For it pleased those from Mace-
donia and Achaia to make a certain
zcontribution for the poor among
the ysaints who are in Jerusalem.

27It pleased them indeed, and
they are their debtors. For if the
Gentiles have been partakers of
their spiritual things, their duty is
also to minister to them in material
things.

28Therefore, when I have per-
formed this and have sealed to them
this fruit, I shall go by way of you to
Spain.

29But I know that when I come to
you, I shall come in the aafullness of
the blessing of the gospel* of Christ.

30Now I beg you, brethren,
through the Lord Jesus Christ, and
through the love of the iSpirit, that
you bbstrive together with me in
prayers to God for me,

31that I may be delivered from
those in Judea who do not believe,
and that my service for Jerusalem
may be acceptable to the ysaints,

32that I may come to you with
cc joy by the will of God, and may be
refreshed together with you.

33Now the ddGod of peace be
with you all. Amen.

11And aagain:

“Praise b the LORD, all you
cGentiles!

Laud Him, all you peoples!”
12And aagain, Isaiah says:

“Thered shall be a root of Jesse;
And He who shall rise to ereign

over the cGentiles,
In Him the cGentiles shall

hope.”
13Now may the God of hope fill

you with all f joy and gpeace in hbe-
lieving, that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy iSpir-
it.

Conclusion: The Outflow
of Christian Love, 15:14—16:27

Paul speaks of his coming journey
to Jerusalem, Rome, and Spain

14Now I myself am confident con-
cerning you, my jbrethren, that you
also are full of goodness, filled with
all knowledge, able also to admon-
ish one another.*

15Nevertheless, brethren, I have
awritten more boldly to you on
some points, as reminding you, be-
cause of the kgrace given to me by
God,

16that I might be a lminister of
Jesus Christ to the cGentiles, minis-
tering the mgospel of God, that the
noffering of the cGentiles might be
acceptable, osanctified by the Holy
iSpirit.

17Therefore I have reason to glory
in Christ Jesus in the things which
pertain to God.

18For I will not dare to speak of
any of those things which Christ
has not accomplished through me,
in word and deed, to make the
cGentiles pobedient—

19qin mighty signs and wonders,
by the power of the iSpirit of God,
rso that from Jerusalem and round
about to Illyricum I have s fully
preached the mgospel of Christ.

20And so I have made it my aim
to preach the mgospel, not where
Christ was named, lest I should
build on another man’s foundation,

15:19
q Cp. Heb. 2:2-4

r See Acts 8:4,
note

s Cp. Acts 20:27

15:21
t Is. 52:15

15:22
u Rom. 1:13

15:23
v Acts 19:21;

23:11; Rom.
1:10-11

15:24
w Rom. 1:12

15:25
x Acts 24:17

y Cp. Rom. 1:7;
8:27; 12:13;
16:2

15:26
z 2 Cor. 8:1-9:15

15:29
aa Cp. Rom.

1:11; Eph.
3:8,19

15:30
bb 2 Cor. 1:11

15:32
cc Cp. Philem.

20; 3 John 4

15:33
dd Rom. 16:20;

1 Cor. 14:33;
2 Cor. 13:11;
Phil 4:9;
1 Thess. 5:23;
2 Thess. 3:16;
Heb. 13:20

15:11
a Inspiration: vv.

11,12,15,21;
Rom. 16:26. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

b Ps. 117:1

c See Eph. 3:6,
note

15:12
d Is. 11:1,10

e Kingdom (NT):
v. 12; 1 Cor.
15:24. (Matt.
2:2; 1 Cor.
15:24, note)

15:13
f Rom. 12:12;

14:17

g Rom. 8:6

h Faith: v. 13;
Rom. 16:26.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

i Holy Spirit (NT):
vv. 13,16,19,30;
1 Cor. 2:4.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

15:14
j Matt. 23:8; Luke

8:21; John
21:23; Rom.
8:29; Heb.
2:11,17; Rev.
12:10; 19:10

15:15
k Grace: v. 15;

Rom. 16:20.
(John 1:14; John
1:17, note). See
2 Pet. 3:18,
note; Rom. 1:5

15:16
l Acts 9:15;

22:21; Rom.
11:13; Gal.
1:16; 2:7-9;
Eph. 3:8

m Gospel: vv. 16,
19-20; Rom.
16:25. (Gen.
12:3; Rev. 14:6,
note)

n Is. 26:20

o Sanctification
(NT): v. 16;
1 Cor. 1:2.
(Matt. 4:5; Rev.
22:11, note)

15:18
p Rom. 1:5

1572 ROMANS 15:11–33

*15:14 M-Text reads others. *15:24 NU-Text
omits I shall come to you (and joins Spain with the
next sentence). *15:29 NU-Text omits of the
gospel.

15:20 I have made it my aim. Literally being ambitious to preach.



Personal expressions
of greetings and love

16I aCOMMEND to you Phoe-
be our sister, who is a ser-

vant of the bchurch in Cenchrea,
2that you may receive her in the

Lord cin a manner worthy of the
saints, and assist her in whatever
business she has need of you; for in-
deed she has been a helper of many
and of myself also.

3Greet dPriscilla and Aquila, my
fellow workers in Christ Jesus,

4who risked their own necks for
my life, to whom not only I give
thanks, but also all the churches of
the eGentiles.

5Likewise greet the fchurch that
is in their house. Greet my beloved
Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of
Achaia* to Christ.

6Greet Mary, who glabored much
for us.

7Greet Andronicus and Junia, my
hcountrymen and my fellow prison-
ers, who are of note among the
iapostles, who also were jin Christ
before me.

8Greet Amplias, my beloved in
the Lord.

9Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker
in Christ, and Stachys, my beloved.

10Greet Apelles, approved in
Christ. Greet those who are of the
household of Aristobulus.

11Greet Herodion, my country-
man.* Greet those who are of the
household of Narcissus who are in
the Lord.

12Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa,
who have labored in the Lord.
Greet the beloved Persis, who la-
bored much in the Lord.

13Greet Rufus, kchosen in the
Lord, and his mother and mine.

14Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Her-
mas, Patrobas, Hermes, and the
brethren who are with them.

15Greet Philologus and Julia, Ne-
reus and his sister, and Olympas,
and all the lsaints who are with
them.

16:16
m Churches (lo-

cal): v. 16;
1 Cor. 1:2. (Acts
8:3; Phil. 1:1,
note)

16:18
n Cp. Ezek. 13:17-

19

16:20
o Satan: v. 20;

1 Cor. 5:5.
(Gen. 3:1; Rev.
20:10, note)

p Grace: v. 20;
Rom. 16:24.
(John 1:14; John
1:17, note)

16:23
q Church (the

true): vv. 23,25;
1 Cor. 3:9.
(Matt. 16:18;
Heb. 12:23);
Eph. 3:1-12; see
Matt. 13:11,
note

16:24
r Grace: v. 24;

1 Cor. 1:3. (John
1:14; John 1:17,
note)

16:25
s Gospel: v. 25;

1 Cor. 1:17.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

16:26
t Inspiration: vv.

25-26; 1 Cor.
1:19. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

u Rom. 1:5

v Faith: v. 26;
1 Cor. 1:21.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

16:1
a Cp. 2 Cor. 3:1-

3; Phil. 2:29-30

b Churches (lo-
cal): v. 1; Rom.
16:5. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

16:2
c Phil. 1:27

16:3
d Acts 18:2,18,26;

1 Cor. 16:19;
2 Tim. 4:19

16:4
e See Eph. 3:6,

note

16:5
f Churches (lo-

cal): v. 5; Rom.
16:16. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

16:6
g Cp. v. 12; Phil.

4:3

16:7
h vv. 11-21

i Acts 1:13,26

j Cp. Gal. 1:22

16:13
k Election (person-

al): v. 13; Gal.
1:15. (Deut. 7:6;
1 Pet. 5:13,
note)

16:15
l Cp. Rom. 1:11;

Eph. 3:8,19

ROMANS 16:1–27 1573
16Greet one another with a holy

kiss. The* mchurches of Christ greet
you.

17Now I urge you, brethren, note
those who cause divisions and of-
fenses, contrary to the doctrine
which you learned, and avoid them.

18For those who are such do not
serve our Lord Jesus* Christ, but
their own nbelly, and by smooth
words and flattering speech deceive
the hearts of the simple.

19For your obedience has become
known to all. Therefore I am glad
on your behalf; but I want you to be
wise in what is good, and simple
concerning evil.

20And the God of peace will crush
oSatan under your feet shortly. The
pgrace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you. Amen.

21Timothy, my fellow worker, and
Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater, my
countrymen, greet you.

22I, Tertius, who wrote this epis-
tle, greet you in the Lord.

23Gaius, my host and the host of
the whole qchurch, greets you. Eras-
tus, the treasurer of the city, greets
you, and Quartus, a brother.

Benediction
24The rgrace of our Lord Jesus

Christ be with you all. Amen.*
25Now to Him who is able to es-

tablish you according to my sgospel
and the preaching of Jesus Christ,
according to the revelation of the
mystery kept secret since the world
began

26but now has been made mani-
fest, and by the prophetic tScrip-
tures has been made known to all
nations, according to the command-
ment of the everlasting God, u for
obedience to the vfaith—

27to God, alone wise, be glory
through Jesus Christ forever. Amen.*

*16:5 NU-Text reads Asia. *16:11 Or relative
*16:16 NU-Text reads All the churches.
*16:18 NU-Text and M-Text omit Jesus.
*16:24 NU-Text omits this verse. *16:27 M-
Text puts Romans 16:25–27 after Romans 14:23.

16:1 servant. Literally deaconess.
16:17 doctrine. Or teaching. Rom. 6:17.
16:25 mystery. That is, the Church. kept secret. Liter-

ally kept in silence through times eternal.

Phoebe: moon. A woman deaconess of the church in
Cenchrea near Corinth.

Priscilla and Aquila: A Christian couple who led a
house church in Epheseus.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Paul Christian Conduct c. A.D. 56

Background
The First Epistle to the Corinthians was written by the Apostle Paul at the close of his three years’ residence in Ephesus
(Acts 20:31; 1 Corinthians 16:5–8). Paul’s relation to the church at Corinth is set forth in Acts 18:1–18.

The occasion of this Epistle was a letter of inquiry concerning such things as marriage and the use of foods offered to
idols (7:1; 8:1–13), but the apostle was also greatly troubled by reports from Corinth of deepening divisions, increasing
contentions, and other problems (1:10–12), and by a case of incest which had not been judged by the church (5:1–2).

Focus and Theme
The main thrust of the Epistle is correction of error brought about more by the carnality of the believers at Corinth than
by heresy. While Paul defends his apostleship because it involves the authority of the doctrine revealed through him, the
letter is not a treatise but an expression of his grief, solicitude, and holy indignation on account of the unspiritual and im-
moral condition of the Corinthian church.

The subjects treated are various but may all be related to the general theme of Christian conduct. Even the tremendous
revelation of the truth concerning the resurrection is made to bear upon that theme (15:58). And in spite of the dark over-
cast created by the difficulties in the church, it is in this Epistle that Paul presents his exquisite hymn of Christian love
(chapter 13), as well as the most comprehensive treatment of the resurrection of the body to be found in the Word of God
(chapter 15).

Outline
The Epistle may be divided as follows:

Introduction: The Believer’s Standing in Grace 1:1–9
I. Divisions in the Corinthian Church 1:10—4:21

A. Division of the Body by Human Wisdom 1:10–17
B. Human Wisdom Contrasted with God’s Wisdom 1:18–25
C. Corinthian Believers Not of the Wise 1:26–31
D. Wisdom and Spiritual Truth 2:1–16
E. Worldliness and Spiritual Growth 3:1–8
F. Christian Service and Its Reward 3:9—4:7

G. Apostolic Example and Authority 4:8–21
II. Immorality Rebuked; Discipline Commanded 5:1—6:8

III. The Sanctity of the Body 6:9–20
IV. Regulations Concerning Marriage 7:1–40
V. Limitations of Christian Liberty 8:1–13

VI. Discipline and Ministry 9:1–27
VII. Biblical Separation 10:1—11:1

VIII. Christian Order and the Lord’s Supper 11:2–34
IX. Spiritual Gifts 12:1—14:40

A. Their Distribution 12:1–31
B. Their Use in Love 13:1–13
C. Their Regulation in the Assembly 14:1–40

X. The Hope of Resurrection 15:1–58
XI. Conclusion: Instructions and Personal Greetings 16:1–24

THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE

C O R I N T H I A N S



Introduction, 1:1–9

The believer’s standing in grace
through Christ

(cp. Rom. 5:1–2; Eph. 1:3–14)

1PAUL, called to be an apostle of
Jesus Christ through the will of

God, and aSosthenes our brother,
2To the bchurch of God which is

at Corinth, to those who are csanc-
tified in Christ Jesus, dcalled to be
esaints, with all who in every place
call on the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord, both theirs and ours:

3 fGrace to you and peace from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

4I thank my God always concern-
ing you for the fgrace of God which
was given to you by Christ Jesus,

5that you were enriched in every-
thing by Him gin all utterance and
all knowledge,

6even as the testimony of Christ
was confirmed in you,

1:7
h Christ (second

advent): v. 7;
1 Cor. 4:5.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

1:8
i Col. 1:22;

1 Thess. 3:13;
5:23

j Day (of Christ):
v. 8; 1 Cor.
3:13. (1 Cor.
1:8, note;
2 Tim. 4:8)

1:9
k 1 Cor. 10:13

l Eph. 4:1;
1 Thess. 2:12

m 1 John 1:3

1:10
n Matt. 23:8; Luke

8:21; John
21:23; Rom.
8:29; 15:14;
Heb. 2:11,17;
Rev. 12:10;
19:10

1:1
a Acts 18:17

1:2
b Churches (lo-

cal): v. 2; 1 Cor.
4:17. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

c Sanctification
(NT): v. 2;
1 Cor. 1:30.
(Matt. 4:5; Rev.
22:11, note)

d Eph. 4:1;
1 Thess. 2:12

e Cp. Rom. 1:7;
8:27; 12:13;
15:25; 16:2

1:3
f Grace: vv. 3-7;

1 Cor. 3:10.
(John 1:14; John
1:17, note). See
2 Pet. 3:18, note

1:5
g Cp. 1 Cor. 12:8;

2 Cor. 8:7

1 CORINTHIANS 1:1–12 1575
7so that you come short in no gift,

eagerly waiting for the hrevelation
of our Lord Jesus Christ,

8who will also confirm you to the
end, that you may be iblameless in
the jday of our Lord Jesus Christ.

9God is k faithful, by whom you
were lcalled into the mfellowship of
His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

I. Divisions in the
Corinthian Church, 1:10—4:21

(1) Human wisdom divides
the body (vv. 10–17)

10Now I plead with you, nbreth-
ren, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that you all speak the same
thing, and that there be no divisions
among you, but that you be perfect-
ly joined together in the same mind
and in the same judgment.

11For it has been declared to me
concerning you, my nbrethren, by
those of Chloe’s household, that
there are contentions among you.

12Now I say this, that each of you

1:1 called to be an apostle. Literally a called apostle.
Acts 9:15; 22:21; Rom. 11:13; Gal. 1:16; 2:7–9; Eph. 3:8.

1:2 Verses 2–9, in contrast with vv. 10–13, illustrate a
distinction constantly made in the Epistles between the be-
liever’s standing in Christ Jesus, in the family of God, and
his walk, or actual state. Christian standing in grace is the
result of the work of Christ, and is fully entered the moment

that Christ is received by faith (John 1:12–13; Rom.
8:1,15–17; 1 Cor. 1:2,30; 12:12–13; Gal. 3:26; Eph.
1:3–14; 2:4–9; 1 Pet. 2:9; Rev. 1:6; 5:9–10). The weakest,
most ignorant, and fallible believer has precisely the same
relationships in grace as the most illustrious saint. All the
work of God on his behalf, the application of the Word to
walk and conscience (John 17:17; Eph. 5:26), the divine
chastenings (1 Cor. 11:32; Heb. 12:10), the ministry of the
Spirit (Eph. 4:11–12), the difficulties and trials of daily life
(1 Pet. 4:12–13), and the final transformation at the ap-
pearing of Christ (1 John 3:2) have for their object to make
the Christian’s character conform to his exalted standing in
Christ. He grows in grace, not into grace.

1:10 divisions. Or schism.

1:7 THE RETURN OF THE LORD

Three words are prominently employed in connection
with the return of the Lord:

(1) Parousia, also used by Paul of the coming of
Stephanas (1 Cor. 16:17), of Titus (2 Cor. 7:6,7), and of
his own coming to Philippi (Phil. 1:26). The word
means personal presence, and is used of the return of
the Lord as that event relates to the blessing of Chris-
tians (1 Cor. 15:23; 1 Thess. 4:14–17) and to the de-
struction of the man of sin (2 Thess. 2:8).

(2) Apokalupsis, employed here, and meaning unveil-
ing, revelation. This word emphasizes the visibility of the
Lord’s return. It is used of the Lord (2 Thess. 1:7; 1 Pet.
1:7,13; 4:13), of the sons of God in connection with the
Lord’s return (Rom. 8:19), and of the man of sin (2 Thess.
2:3,6,8), and always implies perceptibility. And

(3) epiphaneia, translated “brightness” (2 Thess. 2:8)
or “manifestation” in some other versions. It means an
appearing, and is used of both advents (first advent,
2 Tim. 1:10; second advent, 2 Thess. 2:8; 1 Tim. 6:14;
2 Tim. 4:1,8; Titus 2:13).

1:8 THE DAY OF CHRIST, SUMMARY

The expression “the day of our Lord Jesus Christ,” iden-
tified with His coming (v. 7), is the period of blessing for
the Church beginning with the rapture. This coming
day is referred to as “the day of the Lord Jesus” (1 Cor.
5:5; 2 Cor. 1:14), “the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6),
and “the day of Christ” (Phil. 1:10; 2:16). “The day of
Christ” in all six references in the NT is described as re-
lating to the reward and blessing of the Church at the
rapture in contrast with the expression “the day of the
LORD” (compare Is. 2:12; marg.; Joel 1:15, note; Rev.
19:19, note), which is related to judgment on unbeliev-
ing Jews and Gentiles, and blessing on millennial saints
(Zeph. 3:8–20).



is wiser than men, and the weak-
ness of God is stronger than men.

(3) The Corinthian believers
were not of the wise

26For you see your ucalling,
wbrethren, that not many wise ac-
cording to the flesh, not many
mighty, not many noble, are called.

27But God has xchosen the foolish
things of the world to put to shame
the wise, and God has chosen the
weak things of the world to put to
shame the things which are mighty;

28and the base things of the world
and the things which are despised
God has chosen, and the things
which are not, to bring to nothing
the things that are,

29that no flesh should glory in His
presence.

30But of Him you are in Christ
Jesus, who became for us wisdom
from God—and yrighteousness and
zsanctification and aaredemption—

31that, as it is kwritten, bb“He
who glories, let him glory in the
LORD.”

(4) The Christian revelation
owes nothing to human wisdom

(a) Paul did not rely on it

2AND I, wbrethren, when I came
to you, did not come with excel-

lence of speech or of wisdom declar-
ing to you the gtestimony* of God.

2For I determined not to know
anything among you except Jesus
Christ and Him crucified.

3I was with you in weakness, in
fear, and in much trembling.

4And my speech and my gpreach-
ing were not with persuasive words
of human* wisdom, but in demon-
stration of the ccSpirit and of power,

5that your qfaith should not be in
the wisdom of men but in the
ddpower of God.

6However, we speak wisdom
among those who are eemature, yet

says, “I am of Paul,” or “I am of
aApollos,” or “I am of Cephas,” or
“I am of Christ.”

13Is Christ divided? Was Paul cru-
cified for you? Or were you bbap-
tized in the name of Paul?

14I thank God that I bbaptized
cnone of you except dCrispus and
eGaius,

15lest anyone should say that I
had bbaptized in my own name.

16Yes, I also bbaptized the house-
hold of fStephanas. Besides, I do not
know whether I baptized any other.

17For Christ did not send me to
bbaptize, but to preach the ggospel,
not with wisdom of words, lest the
cross of Christ should be made of no
effect.

(2) Human wisdom contrasted with
the wisdom of God (i.e., the cross)
18For the gmessage of the cross is

hfoolishness to those who are iper-
ishing, but to us who are being
jsaved it is the power of God.

19For it is kwritten:

“I l will destroy the wisdom of
the wise,

And bring to nothing the
understanding of the
prudent.”

20mWhere is the wise? Where is
the scribe? Where is the disputer of
this age? Has not God made foolish
the nwisdom of this world?

21For since, in the owisdom of
God, the world through nwisdom
did pnot know God, it pleased God
through the foolishness of the gmes-
sage preached to jsave those who
qbelieve.

22For Jews request a rsign, and
Greeks seek after wisdom;

23but we gpreach Christ scruci-
fied, to the Jews a stumbling tblock
and to the Greeks* hfoolishness,

24but to those who are ucalled,
both vJews and Greeks, Christ the
power of God and the owisdom of
God.

25Because the foolishness of God

t Christ (Stone): v.
23; 1 Cor. 10:4.
(Gen. 49:24;
1 Pet. 2:8, note)

1:24
u Eph. 4:1;

1 Thess. 2:12

v Cp. Rom. 1:16;
2:10

1:26
w Matt. 23:8; Luke

8:21; John
21:23; Rom.
8:29; 15:14;
Heb. 2:11,17;
Rev. 12:10;
19:10

1:27
x Ps. 8:2; Matt.

11:25

1:30
y 2 Cor. 5:21; see

Rom. 3:21, note

z Sanctification
(NT): v. 30;
1 Cor. 3:17.
(Matt. 4:5; Rev.
22:11, note)

aa See Rom.
3:24, note

1:31
bb Jer. 9:24;

2 Cor. 10:17

2:4
cc Holy Spirit

(NT): v. 4;
1 Cor. 2:10.
(Matt. 1:18;
Acts 2:4,
note)

2:5
dd Rom. 1:16;

1 Thess. 1:5

2:6
ee See Phil.

3:12, note

1:12
a Acts 18:24;

19:1; 1 Cor. 3:4;
16:12; Titus
3:13

1:13
b See Acts 8:12,

note

1:14
c John 4:2

d Acts 18:8

e Acts 19:29;
20:4; Rom.
16:23; 3 John 1

1:16
f 1 Cor. 16:15,17

1:17
g Gospel: vv. 17-

18,21,23; 2:1,4;
1 Cor. 2:13.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

1:18
h 1 Cor. 2:14

i See John 3:16,
note

j See Rom. 1:16,
note

1:19
k Inspiration: vv.

19,31; 1 Cor.
2:7. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

l Is. 29:14

1:20
m Is. 19:12; 33:18

n 1 Cor. 3:19

1:21
o Dan. 2:20; Rom.

11:33

p Cp. Rom. 1:21

q Faith: v. 21; 2:5;
1 Cor. 3:5.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

1:22
r John 2:18

1:23
s Sacrifice (of

Christ): v. 23;
1 Cor. 5:7.
(Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note)

1576 1 CORINTHIANS 1:13—2:6

*1:23 NU-Text reads Gentiles. *2:1 NU-Text
reads mystery. *2:4 NU-Text omits human.

Cephas: The Aramaic name for Peter.

Apollos: A well educated Jew who became a Christian
and was a powerful teacher in the church at Corinth.

1:12 Cephas. That is, Simon Peter. John 1:42.
1:20 age. Greek aiōn. See Mark 10:30, note. world.

Greek kosmos. See Rev. 13:8, note.
1:27,28 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.



not the wisdom of this age, nor of
the rulers of this age, who are com-
ing to nothing.

7But we aspeak the wisdom of
God in a bmystery, the hidden wis-
dom which God cordained before
the ages for our glory,

8which none of the rulers of this
age knew; for had they known, they
would not have dcrucified the Lord
of glory.

(b) Spiritual truths are not of
human wisdom but revealed by God
9But as it is awritten:

“Eye e has not seen, nor ear
heard,

Nor have entered into the heart
of man

The things which God has
prepared for those who
love Him.”

2:10
f John 14:26;

16:13; Eph. 3:5;
cp. John 15:15;
Eph. 1:9-10;
Col. 1:26

g Holy Spirit (NT):
vv. 10-13;
1 Cor. 2:14.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

2:11
h Job 32:8; Eccl.

12:7; 1 Cor.
6:20; James
2:26

2:13
i Gospel: vv. 1-

13; 1 Cor. 4:15.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

2:7
a Inspiration: vv.

7,9,13; 1 Cor.
3:19. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

b See Matt. 13:11,
note

c Predestination:
v. 7; Eph. 1:5.
(Rom. 8:29;
Eph. 1:11). See
1 Pet. 1:20, note

2:8
d Matt. 27:33-50

2:9
e Is. 64:4
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10But God has frevealed them to

us through His gSpirit. For the Spir-
it searches all things, yes, the deep
things of God.

11For what man knows the things
of a man except the hspirit of the
man which is in him? Even so no
one knows the things of God except
the gSpirit of God.

12Now we have received, not the
spirit of the world, but the gSpirit
who is from God, that we might
know the things that have been
freely given to us by God.

(c) The revealed things are taught
in words given by the Spirit

13These things we also ispeak,
not in words which man’s wisdom
ateaches but which the gHoly* Spir-
it teaches, comparing spiritual
things with spiritual.
*2:13 NU-Text omits Holy.

2:6,7,8 age. Greek aiōn. See Mark 10:30, note.
2:12 world. Greek kosmos. 1 Cor. 7:31,33; see Rev.

13:8, note.

2:13 words . . . which the Holy Spirit teaches. See arti-
cles on next page.
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4For when one says, “I am of
Paul,” and another, “I am of fApol-
los,” are you not gcarnal?

(6) God alone counts
in Christian service (cp. v. 7)

5Who then is Paul, and who is
Apollos, but hministers through
whom you ibelieved, as the Lord
gave to each one?

6I planted, Apollos watered, but
God gave the increase.

7So then jneither he who plants is
anything, nor he who waters, but
God who gives the increase.

8Now he who plants and he who
waters are one, and each one will
receive his own kreward according
to his own labor.

(7) Christian service
and its reward

9For we are God’s lfellow work-
ers; you are God’s m field, you are
God’s nbuilding.

10According to the ograce of God
which was given to me, as a wise
master builder I have plaid the foun-
dation, and another builds on it. But
let each one take heed how he
builds on it.

(a) The only foundation:
Jesus Christ

11For no other q foundation can
anyone lay than that which is laid,
which is Jesus Christ.

(d) The revealed things
are spiritually discerned

14But the natural man does not
receive the things of the aSpirit of
God, for they are foolishness to him;
nor can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned.

15But he who is spiritual judges
all things, yet he himself is rightly
judged by no one.

16For “who has known the bmind
of the LORD that he may instruct
Him?” But we have the mind of
Christ.

(5) A carnal state
prevents spiritual growth

3AND I, brethren, could not
speak to you as to spiritual peo-

ple but as to ccarnal, as to babes in
Christ.

2I fed you with dmilk and not
with solid food; for until now you
were not able to receive it, and
even now you are still not able;

3for you are still ecarnal. For
where there are envy, strife, and di-
visions among you, are you not ecar-
nal and behaving like mere men?

3:4
g Flesh: vv. 1-4;

2 Cor. 1:17.
(John 8:15; Jude
23). See Rom.
7:14, note

3:5
h 2 Cor. 3:6

i Faith: v. 5;
1 Cor. 12:9.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

3:7
j Cp. John 15:5

3:8
k Rewards: vv.

8,14; 1 Cor.
9:25. (Dan.
12:3; 1 Cor.
3:14, note)

3:9
l 2 Cor. 6:1; cp.

Mark 16:20

m Cp. vv. 6-8

n Church (the
true): vv. 9,16-
17; 1 Cor. 6:15.
(Matt. 16:18;
Heb. 12:23,
note). Zech.
6:12-13

3:10
o Grace: v. 10;

1 Cor. 15:10.
(John 1:14; John
1:17, note). See
2 Pet. 3:18

p Cp. Rom. 15:20

3:11
q Eph. 2:20

2:14
a Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 10-14; 1 Cor.
3:16. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

2:16
b Rom. 11:34; cp.

Is. 40:13

3:1
c Flesh: vv. 1-4;

2 Cor. 1:17.
(John 8:15; Jude
23). See Rom.
7:14, note

3:2
d Cp. 1 Pet. 2:2

3:3
e Flesh: vv. 1-4;

2 Cor. 1:17.
(John 8:15; Jude
23). See Rom.
7:14, note

3:4
f Acts 18:24;

19:1; 1 Cor.
1:12; 16:12;
Titus 3:13
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2:14 natural man. Paul divides men into three classes:
(1) psuchikos, meaning of the senses, sensual, (James

3:15; Jude 19), natural, that is, the Adamic man, unre-
newed through the new birth (John 3:3,5);

(2) pneumatikos, meaning spiritual, that is, the renewed
man as Spirit-filled and walking in the Spirit in full com-
munion with God (Eph. 5:18–20); and

(3) sarkikos, meaning carnal, fleshly, that is, the renewed
man who, walking “according to the flesh” (Rom. 8:4), re-
mains a babe in Christ (1 Cor. 3:1–4). The natural man may
be learned, gentle, eloquent and fascinating, but the spiri-
tual content of Scripture is absolutely hidden from him;
and the worldly Christian is able to comprehend only its
simplest truths, “milk” (1 Cor. 3:2).

2:15 judges. Or examines. judged. Or examined.
3:1,3 carnal. That is, fleshly.
3:8 one. Paul refutes the notion that he and Cephas (Pe-

ter) and Apollos are at variance, mere theologians and rival
founders of sects; they “are one.” See v. 22; 1 Cor. 16:12.

2:13 WORDS TAUGHT BY 
THE HOLY SPIRIT

(1) The writers of Scripture affirm, where the subject
is mentioned by them at all, that the words of their writ-
ings are divinely taught. This, of necessity, refers to the
original documents, not to translations and versions;
but the labors of competent scholars have brought
some of our English versions to a remarkable degree of
reliability, so that no essential truth of Scripture is ever
under any question. And

(2) 1 Cor. 2:9–14 gives the process by which a truth
passes from the mind of God to the minds of His people.

(a) The unseen things of God are undiscoverable by
the natural man (v. 9).

(b) These unseen things God has revealed to chosen
men (vv. 10–12).

(c) The revealed things are communicated in Spirit-
taught words (v. 13). This implies neither mechanical
dictation nor the effacement of the writer’s personali-
ty, but only that the Spirit infallibly guides in the
choice of words from the writer’s own vocabulary (v.
13). And

(d) these Spirit-taught words, in which the revelation
has been expressed, are discerned, as to their full spiri-
tual content, only by the spiritual among believers
(1 Cor. 2:15–16). See also 2 Tim. 3:16, note.



(b) Two kinds of ministry
and their result

12Now if anyone abuilds on this
foundation with gold, silver, pre-
cious stones, wood, hay, straw,

13each one’s work will become
clear; for the bDay will declare it,
because it will be revealed by fire;
and the fire will c test each one’s
work, of what sort it is.

14If anyone’s work which he has
built on it endures, he will receive a
reward.

15If anyone’s work is burned, he
will suffer loss; but he himself will
be dsaved, yet so as through fire.

16Do you not know that you are
the temple of God and that the
eSpirit of God dwells in you?

17If anyone defiles the temple of
God, God will destroy him. For the
temple of God is fholy, which tem-
ple you are.

18Let no one deceive himself. If
anyone among you seems to be wise
in this age, let him become a fool
that he may become wise.

19gFor the wisdom of this world is
foolishness with God. For it is hwrit-
ten, i“He catches the wise in their
own craftiness”;

20and hagain, j“The LORD knows
the thoughts of the wise, that they
are futile.”

21Therefore let no one boast in
men. For all things are yours:

22whether Paul or kApollos or Ce-
phas, or the world or life or ldeath,
or things present or things to
come—all are myours.

23And nyou are Christ’s, and
Christ is God’s.

3:22
l Death (physi-

cal): v. 22;
1 Cor. 15:21.
(Gen. 2:17;
Heb. 9:27, note)

m Assurance/secu-
rity: vv. 22-23;
Eph. 1:14. (Ps.
23:1; Jude 1,
note)

3:23
n Rom. 14:8

4:1
o Rom. 13:6;

2 Cor. 3:6

p See Matt. 13:11,
note

4:4
q Justification: v.

4; 1 Cor. 6:11.
(Luke 18:14;
Rom. 3:28,
note)

4:5
r Christ (second

advent): v. 5;
1 Cor. 15:23.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

s Matt. 10:26

t 1 Cor. 3:13

4:6
u Matt. 23:8; Luke

8:21; John
21:23; Rom.
8:29; 15:14;
Heb. 2:11,17;
Rev. 12:10;
19:10

4:7
v John 3:27; cp.

1 Cor. 12:4-11;
James 1:17

4:8
w Cp. vv. 9-12

x Cp. Rev. 3:21;
5:10

4:9
y Heb. 10:33

z See Heb. 1:4,
note

3:12
a See Rev. 19:8,

note

3:13
b Day (of Christ):

v. 13; 2 Cor.
1:14. (1 Cor.
1:8, note;
2 Tim. 4:8)

c Judgments (the
seven): vv. 13-
15; 4:5; 1 Cor.
5:13. (2 Sam.
7:14; Rev.
20:12, note).
2 Cor. 5:10

3:15
d See Rom. 1:16,

note

3:16
e Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 16; 1 Cor.
6:11. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

3:17
f Sanctification

(NT): v. 17;
1 Cor. 6:11.
(Matt. 4:5; Rev.
22:11, note)

3:19
g Cp. 1 Cor. 1:20-

25

h Inspiration: vv.
19-20; 1 Cor.
4:14. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

i Job 5:13

3:20
j Ps. 94:11

3:22
k Acts 18:24;

19:1; 1 Cor.
1:12; 16:12; Ti-
tus 3:13
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(c) Judgment of Christ’s servants

is not committed to men

4LET a man so consider us, as
oservants of Christ and stewards

of the pmysteries of God.
2Moreover it is required in stew-

ards that one be found faithful.
3But with me it is a very small

thing that I should be judged by you
or by a human court.* In fact, I do
not even judge myself.

4For I know of nothing against
myself, yet I am not q justified by
this; but He who judges me is the
Lord.

5Therefore judge nothing before
the time, until the Lord rcomes,
who will both bring to s light the
hidden things of darkness cand tre-
veal the counsels of the hearts.
Then each one’s praise will come
from God.

6Now these things, ubrethren, I
have figuratively transferred to my-
self and kApollos for your sakes, that
you may learn in us not to think be-
yond what is written, that none of
you may be puffed up on behalf of
one against the other.

7For who makes you differ from
another? And vwhat do you have
that you did not receive? Now if you
did indeed receive it, why do you
boast as if you had not received it?

8wYou are already full! You are al-
ready rich! You have reigned as
kings without us—and indeed I
could wish you did reign, xthat we
also might reign with you!

(8) The apostolic example
of humility and patience

9For I think that God has dis-
played us, the apostles, last, as men
condemned to death; for we have
been made a yspectacle to the
world, both to zangels and to men.
*4:3 Literally day

3:16 temple of God. The temple here is the Church, the
body of Christ, as distinguished from the temple in 6:19,
which is the physical body of the individual Christian.

3:18 age. Greek aiōn. See Mark 10:30, note.
3:20 thoughts. Or reasonings.
3:22 Cephas. That is, Simon Peter. John 1:42. world.

Greek kosmos. See Rev. 13:8, note.
4:2 faithful. Or trustworthy.
4:9 world. Greek kosmos. See Rev. 13:8, note.

3:14 REWARDS, SUMMARY

God, in the NT Scriptures, offers to the lost, salvation;
and for the faithful service of the saved, He offers re-
wards. The passages are easily distinguished by remem-
bering that salvation is invariably spoken of as a free gift
(e.g. John 4:10; Rom. 6:23; Eph. 2:8–9), whereas re-
wards are earned by works (Matt. 10:42; Luke 19:17;
1 Cor. 9:24–25; 2 Tim. 4:7–8; Rev. 2:10; 22:12). A fur-
ther distinction is that salvation is a present possession
(Luke 7:50; John 3:36; 5:24; 6:47), whereas rewards are
a future attainment, to be given at the rapture (2 Tim.
4:8; Rev. 22:12).



you, and such sexual immorality as
is not even named* among the Gen-
tiles—that a man has his father’s
qwife!

Indifference to evil in the church
the result of divisions

2And you are rpuffed up, and
have not rather smourned, that he
who has done this deed might be
taken away from among you.

3For I indeed, as absent in body
but present in spirit, have already
judged (as though I were present)
him who has so done this deed.

4In the tname of our Lord Jesus
Christ, when you are gathered to-
gether, along with my spirit, with
the upower of our Lord Jesus Christ,

5deliver such a one to vSatan for
the destruction of the flesh, wthat
his spirit may be xsaved in the yday
of the Lord Jesus.*

6Your glorying is not good. Do
you not know that a little leaven
zleavens the whole lump?

7Therefore purge out the old leav-
en, that you may be a new lump,
since you truly are unleavened. For
indeed Christ, our aaPassover, was
bbsacrificed for us.*

8Therefore let us keep the ccfeast,
not with old leaven, nor with the
leaven of malice and wickedness,
but with the unleavened bread of
sincerity and truth.

In the world, not of it
9I ddwrote to you in my epistle

eenot to keep company with sexual-
ly immoral people.

10Yet I certainly did not mean
with the sexually immoral people of
this world, or with the covetous, or
extortioners, or idolaters, since
then you would need to go out of
the world.

11But now I have ffwritten to you
ggnot to keep company with anyone

10We are afools for Christ’s sake,
but you are wise in Christ! We are
weak, but you are strong! You are
distinguished, but we are dishon-
ored!

11To the present hour we both
hunger and thirst, and we are poor-
ly clothed, and beaten, and bhome-
less.

12And we c labor, working with
our own hands. Being dreviled, we
ebless; being persecuted, we en-
dure;

13being defamed, we entreat. We
have been made as the filth of the
world, the foffscouring of all things
until now.

14I do not gwrite these things to
shame you, but as my beloved chil-
dren I warn you.

15For though you might have ten
thousand instructors in Christ, yet
you do not have many fathers; for in
Christ Jesus I have begotten you
through the hgospel.

16Therefore I urge you, i imitate
me.

17For this reason I have sent jTim-
othy to you, who is my beloved and
faithful son in the Lord, who will re-
mind you of my ways in Christ, as I
k teach everywhere in every
lchurch.

(9) Apostolic authority
18Now some are puffed up, as

though I were not coming to you.
19But I will come to you shortly, if

the Lord wills, and I will know, not
the word of those who are puffed
up, but the power.

20For the mkingdom of God is not
in word but in npower.

21What do you want? Shall I come
to you with a rod, or in olove and a
spirit of gentleness?

II. Immorality Rebuked;
Discipline Commanded, 5:1—6:8

5IT is actually reported that there
is psexual immorality among

5:1
q Lev. 18:6-8

5:2
r 1 Cor. 4:18
s Cp. 2 Cor. 7:7-

10
5:4

t Matt. 18:20
u 2 Cor. 12:9

5:5
v Satan: v. 5;

1 Cor. 7:5.
(Gen. 3:1; Rev.
20:10, note)

w Cp. Prov. 23:14
x See Rom. 1:16,

note
y Day (of the

LORD): v. 5;
1 Thess. 5:2.
(Ps. 2:9; Rev.
19:19); cp.
1 Cor. 1:8, note

5:6
z Leaven: vv. 6-8;

Gal. 5:9. (Gen.
19:3; Matt.
13:33, note)

5:7
aa See Ex. 12:11,

note
bb Sacrifice (of

Christ): v. 7;
1 Cor. 6:20.
(Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note)

5:8
cc Cp. Ex. 12:14-

20
5:9

dd Inspiration: v.
9; 1 Cor.
5:11. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

ee Cp. Matt.
18:17;
2 Thess.
3:6,14

5:11
ff Inspiration: v.

11; 1 Cor.
7:10. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

gg Cp. Matt.
18:17;
2 Thess.
3:6,14

4:10
a Cp. Acts 26:24-

25

4:11
b Cp. Matt. 8:20

4:12
c Acts 18:3; 20:34

d Cp. Matt. 5:44

e Cp. Acts 7:60

4:13
f Cp. Acts 22:22

4:14
g Inspiration: v.

14; 1 Cor. 5:9.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

4:15
h Gospel: v. 15;

1 Cor. 4:17.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

4:16
i 1 Cor. 11:1;

Phil. 3:17

4:17
j 1 Tim. 1:2

k Gospel: v. 17;
1 Cor. 9:12.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

l Churches (lo-
cal): v. 17;
1 Cor. 6:4. (Acts
8:3; Phil. 1:1,
note)

4:20
m See Matt. 6:33,

note

n 1 Cor. 2:4

4:21
o Law (of Christ):

v. 21; 1 Cor.
8:9. (John
13:34; 2 John 5,
note)

5:1
p 1 Cor. 6:13;

Gal. 5:19; Eph.
5:3; Col. 3:5;
1 Thess. 4:3; cp.
2 Cor. 12:21;
Jude 7
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*5:1 NU-Text omits named. *5:5 NU-Text
omits Jesus. *5:7 NU-Text omits for us.

4:13 world. Greek kosmos. See Rev. 13:8, note.
4:14 children. Greek teknon, child. Gal. 4:19.
4:17 son. Greek teknon, child. Gal. 4:19.
5:5 Destruction is from the Greek olethros, which is

used also in 1 Thess. 5:3; 2 Thess. 1:9; 1 Tim. 6:9; Heb.
11:28; 1 Cor. 10:10. These and approximately twenty oth-

er words are rendered by “destroy,” “destruction,” “per-
ish,” “defile,” and similar words. The most extensively used
word is apollumi (in various combinations). There is no
thought in these various words of annihilation but of some-
thing that is ruined and thus unsuitable or unable to fulfill
its original purpose, e.g. Matt. 9:17. See John 3:16, note.



named a brother, who is sexually
immoral, or covetous, or an idolater,
or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an ex-
tortioner—not even to eat with
such a person.

12For what have I to do with judg-
ing those also who are aoutside? Do
you not judge those who are inside?

13But those who are aoutside God
b judges. Therefore c“put away from
yourselves the evil person.”

Christians forbidden to go
to law against each other

before unbelievers

6DARE any of you, having a mat-
ter against another, go to law be-

fore the unrighteous, and not before
the dsaints?

2Do you not know that the dsaints
will b judge the world? And if the
world will be judged by you, are you
unworthy to judge the smallest mat-
ters?

3Do you not know that we shall
b judge eangels? How much more,
things that pertain to this life?

4If then you have judgments con-
cerning things pertaining to this
life, do you appoint those who are
least esteemed by the fchurch to
judge?

5I say this to your shame. Is it so,
that there is not a wise man among
you, not even one, who will be able
to judge between his gbrethren?

6But brother goes to law against
brother, and that before unbeliev-
ers!

7Now therefore, it is already an
utter failure for you that you go to
law against one another. Why do
you not rather accept wrong? Why
do you not rather let yourselves be
cheated?

8No, you yourselves do wrong
and cheat, and you do these things
to your gbrethren!

6:11
k Cp. Eph. 5:26;

Titus 3:5; see
John 3:3, note

l Sanctification
(NT): v. 11;
1 Cor. 7:14.
(Matt. 4:5; Rev.
22:11, note)

m Justification: v.
11; Gal. 2:16.
(Luke 18:14;
Rom. 3:28,
note)

n Cp. Acts 3:6,16;
4:10,12,17,18,3
0; 5:28,40,41;
8:12,16;
9:14,15,21,27,2
9; 10:43,48;
15:14,17,26;
16:18;
19:5,13,17;
21:13; 22:16;
26:9

o Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 11; 1 Cor.
6:19. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)
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p 1 Cor. 5:1; Gal.

5:19; Eph. 5:3;
Col. 3:5;
1 Thess. 4:3; cp.
2 Cor. 12:21;
Jude 7

6:14
q Resurrection: v.

14; 1 Cor. 15:4.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

6:15
r Church (the

true): vv. 15,17;
1 Cor. 10:17.
(Matt. 16:18;
Heb. 12:23,
note)

6:16
s Gen. 2:24; Matt.

19:5

6:17
t Cp. Rom. 7:4;

2 Cor. 11:2;
Eph. 5:30

6:18
u See Rom. 3:23,

note

5:12
a Mark 4:11

5:13
b Judgments (the

seven): v. 13;
6:2-3; 1 Cor.
11:31. (2 Sam.
7:14; Rev.
20:12, note)

c Cp. Deut. 17:7;
19:19;
22:21,24; 24:7

6:1
d Dan. 7:22; Matt.

19:28; cp. Rom.
1:7; 8:27;
12:13; 15:25;
16:2

6:3
e See Heb. 1:4,

note

6:4
f Churches (lo-

cal): v. 4; 1 Cor.
7:17. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

6:5
g Matt. 23:8; Luke

8:21; John
21:23; Rom.
8:29; 15:14;
Heb. 2:11,17;
Rev. 12:10;
19:10

6:9
h Rom. 1:18;

6:13; 2 Thess.
2:10; 2 Pet.
2:13; 1 John
5:17

i See Matt. 6:33,
note

j Cp. Rom. 1:26-
27
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III. The Sanctity of the Body;

Christian Marriage, 6:9—7:40

The body is holy: (1) because
it is washed and justified

9Do you not know that the hun-
righteous will not inherit the iking-
dom of God? Do not be deceived.
Neither fornicators, nor idolaters,
nor adulterers, nor homosexuals,*
nor jsodomites,

10nor thieves, nor covetous, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extor-
tioners will inherit the ikingdom of
God.

11And such were some of you.
But you were kwashed, but you
were lsanctified, but you were m jus-
tified in the nname of the Lord Jesus
and by the oSpirit of our God.

12All things are lawful for me, but
all things are not helpful. All things
are lawful for me, but I will not be
brought under the power of any.

(2) Because it is the Lord’s
13Foods for the stomach and the

stomach for foods, but God will de-
stroy both it and them. Now the
body is not for psexual immorality
but for the Lord, and the Lord for
the body.

14And God both qraised up the
Lord and will also raise us up by His
power.

15Do you not know that your bod-
ies are rmembers of Christ? Shall I
then take the members of Christ
and make them members of a har-
lot? Certainly not!

16Or do you not know that he
who is joined to a harlot is one body
with her? For s“the two,” He says,
“shall become one flesh.”

17But he who is r joined t to the
Lord is one spirit with Him.

18Flee psexual immorality. Every
usin that a man does is outside the
body, but he who commits sexual
immorality usins against his own
body.
*6:9 That is, catamites

5:10 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
6:2 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 14:8, note.
6:12 helpful. Or profitable.
6:13 Foods. Observe that gluttony, as well as impurity,

is a sin against God.

6:15 Shall I then . . . Both the authority of the Seventh
Commandment and the apostle’s appeal to the Christian’s
sacredness as a member of the body of Christ forbid un-
equivocally immorality of every kind.



yet not I jbut the kLord: A wife is not
to depart from her husband.

11But even if she does depart, let
her remain unmarried or be recon-
ciled to her husband. And a hus-
band is not to divorce his wife.

12But to the rest I, not the Lord,
lsay: If any brother has a wife who
does not believe, and she is willing
to live with him, let him not divorce
her.

13And a woman who has a hus-
band who does not believe, if he is
willing to live with her, let her not
divorce him.

14For the unbelieving husband is
msanctified by the wife, and the un-
believing wife is msanctified by the
husband; otherwise your children
would be nunclean, but now they
are mholy.

15But if the unbeliever departs,
let him depart; a brother or a sister
is not under bondage in such cases.
But God has called us to opeace.

16For how do you know, O wife,
whether you will psave your hus-
band? Or how do you know, O hus-
band, whether you will psave your
wife?

Remain in the place of calling
17But as God has distributed to

each one, as the Lord has called
each one, so let him walk. And so I
qordain in rall the schurches.

18Was anyone called while cir-
cumcised? Let him not become un-
circumcised. Was anyone called
while uncircumcised? Let him tnot
be circumcised.

19uCircumcision is nothing and
uncircumcision is nothing, but
vkeeping the wcommandments of
God is what matters.

20Let each one remain in the
same calling in which he was called.

21Were you called while a slave?
Do not be concerned about it; but if
you can be made free, rather use it.

(3) Because it is God’s temple
19Or do you not know that your

body is the temple of the Holy aSpir-
it who is in you, whom you have
from God, and you are not your
bown?

20For you were cbought at a price;
therefore glorify God in your body*

and in your spirit, which are God’s.

(4) Because God has
established marriage

7NOW concerning the things of
which you wrote to me: It is

good for a man not to touch a
woman.

2Nevertheless, because of dsexual
immorality, let each man have his
own wife, and let each woman have
her own husband.

3Let the husband render to his
wife the eaffection due her, and like-
wise also the wife to her husband.

4The wife does not have authority
over her own body, but the husband
does. And likewise the husband
does not have authority over his
own body, but the wife does.

5Do not deprive one another ex-
cept with consent for a time, that
you may give yourselves to fasting
and prayer; and come together again
so that fSatan does not gtempt you
because of your lack of self-control.

6But I say this as a concession,
not as a commandment.

7For I wish that all men were
even as I myself. But each one has
his own hgift from God, one in this
manner and another in that.

8But I say to the unmarried and to
the widows: It is good for them if
they remain even as I am;

9but if they cannot exercise self-
control, i let them marry. For it is
better to marry than to burn with
passion.

Regulation of marriage
between believers

10Now to the married I command,

7:10
j Inspiration: v.

10; 1 Cor. 7:12.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

k Mark 10:6-10
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r 2 Cor. 11:28
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(Gen. 3:1; Rev.
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7:9
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*6:20 NU-Text ends the verse at body.

6:19 the temple. Literally a temple. Compare John 2:21.
7:11 divorce. Or leave.
7:12 In vv. 1–12 the contrast is not between inspired

teaching and uninspired teaching, as some have supposed.
In vv. 10–11 Paul is repeating in substance something al-
ready taught by the Lord (Matt. 19:3–9); but in v. 12 he is

dealing with a situation not covered by our Lord’s teach-
ing. Instead of disclaiming inspiration for what he writes in
v. 12, the apostle is actually claiming for his own words
here the same authority as for the words of Christ Himself.
So also in vv. 25,40. Compare 1 Cor. 14:37. divorce her.
Or leave her.



22For he who is called in the Lord
while a slave is the Lord’s freedman.
Likewise he who is called while
afree is Christ’s slave.

23You were bbought cat a dprice;
do not become slaves of men.

24eBrethren, let each one remain
with fGod in that state in which he
was called.

Apostolic advice to the unmarried
25Now concerning virgins: I have

no commandment from the Lord;
yet I give judgment as one whom
the Lord in His gmercy has made
htrustworthy.

26I suppose therefore that this is
good because of the present dis-
tress—that it is good for a man to
remain as he is:

27Are you bound to a wife? Do not
seek to be loosed. Are you loosed
from a wife? Do not seek a wife.

28But even if you do marry, you
have not isinned; and if a virgin
marries, she has not sinned. Never-
theless such will have trouble in the
flesh, but I would spare you.

29But this I jsay, kbrethren, the
ltime is short, so that from now on
even those who have wives should
be as though they had none,

30those who weep as though they
did not weep, those who rejoice as
though they did not rejoice, those
who buy as though they did not pos-
sess,

31and those who use this world as
not misusing it. mFor the form of
this world is passing away.

32But I want you to be without
care. He who is unmarried ncares
for the things of the Lord—how he
may please the Lord.

33But he who is married cares
about the things of the world—how
he may please his wife.

34There is* a difference between
a wife and a virgin. The unmarried
woman ocares about the things of
the Lord, that she may be pholy
both in body and in spirit. But she
who is married cares about the
things of the world—how she may
please her husband.
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8:21; John
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8:29; 15:14;
Heb. 2:11,17;
Rev. 12:10;
19:10

l 1 Pet. 4:7; cp.
2 Pet. 3:8
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m Cp. Ps. 39:6;
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n Cp. 1 Tim. 5:5
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35And this I qsay for your own

profit, not that I may put a leash on
you, but for what is proper, and that
you may serve the Lord without
rdistraction.

36But if any man thinks he is be-
having improperly toward his vir-
gin, if she is past the flower of
youth, and thus it must be, let him
do what he wishes. He does not
ssin; let them marry.

37Nevertheless he who stands
steadfast in his heart, having no ne-
cessity, but has power over his own
will, and has so determined in his
heart that he will keep his virgin,*
does well.

38So then he who gives her* in
marriage does well, but he who does
not give her in marriage does better.

39A wife is bound by law as long
as her husband lives; but if her hus-
band dies, she is at liberty to be
married to whom she wishes, tonly
in the Lord.

40But she is happier if she re-
mains as she is, according to my
u judgment—and I think I also have
the vSpirit of God.

IV. Things Offered to Idols;
Limitations of Christian Liberty

8:1—11:1

8NOW wconcerning things of-
fered to x idols: We know that

we all have knowledge. Knowledge
puffs up, but love edifies.

2And if anyone thinks that he
knows anything, he knows nothing
yet as he ought to know.

3But if anyone loves God, this one
is known by Him.

4Therefore concerning the eating
of things offered to idols, we know
that an idol is nothing in the world,
and that there is no other God but
one.

5For even if there are so-called
ygods, whether in heaven or on
earth (as there are many gods and
many lords),

6zyet for us there is one God, the
Father, of whom are all things, and
*7:34 M-Text adds also. *7:37 Or virgin
daughter *7:38 NU-Text reads his own virgin.

7:26 distress. Or necessity.
7:31,33 world. Greek kosmos. See Rev. 13:8, note.

7:34; 8:4 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.



5Do we have no right to take
along a believing wife, as do also
the other apostles, the brothers of
the Lord, and Cephas?

6Or is it only lBarnabas and I who
have no right to mrefrain from
working?

Those who preach the Gospel are
to live by means of the Gospel

7Who ever goes to war at his own
expense? nWho plants a vineyard
and does not eat of its fruit? Or who
tends a flock and does not drink of
the milk of the flock?

8Do I say these things as a mere
man? Or does not the olaw say the
same also?

9For it is pwritten in the qlaw of
Moses, r“You shall not muzzle an
ox while it treads out the grain.” Is
it oxen God is concerned about?

10Or does He say it altogether for
our sakes? sFor our sakes, no doubt,
this is twritten, that he who plows
should plow in hope, and he who
threshes in hope should be partaker
of his hope.

11If we have sown spiritual things
for you, is it a great thing if we reap
your umaterial things?

12If others are partakers of this
right over you, are we not even
more? vNevertheless we have not
used this right, but endure all things
lest we hinder the wgospel of Christ.

13Do you not know that those
who minister the xholy things eat of
the things of the ytemple, and those
who serve at the altar partake of the
offerings of the altar?

14Even so the zLord has com-
manded that those who preach the
aagospel should live from the gospel.

15But I have used bbnone of these
things, nor have I ccwritten these
things that it should be done so to
me; for it would be better for me to

we for Him; and one Lord Jesus
Christ, through awhom are all
things, and through whom bwe live.

7However, there is not in every-
one that knowledge; for some, with
consciousness of the idol, until now
eat it as a thing offered to an idol;
and their conscience, being weak, is
defiled.

8But food does not commend us
to God; for neither if we eat are we
the better, nor if we do not eat are
we the worse.

9But beware lest somehow this
c liberty of yours become a dstum-
bling block to those who are weak.

10For if anyone sees you who
have knowledge eating in an idol’s
temple, will not the conscience of
him who is weak be emboldened to
eat those things offered to idols?

11And because of your knowledge
shall the weak brother perish, for
whom Christ edied?

12But when you thus fsin against
the gbrethren, and wound their
weak conscience, you fsin against
Christ.

13Therefore, if food makes my
brother stumble, I will never again
eat meat, hlest I make my brother
stumble.

Paul vindicates his apostleship
(cp. Gal. 1:11—2:21)

9AM I not an iapostle? Am I not
free? Have I not jseen Jesus

Christ our Lord? Are you not my
work in the Lord?

2If I am not an kapostle to others,
yet doubtless I am to you. For you
are the seal of my kapostleship in
the Lord.

3My defense to those who exam-
ine me is this:

4Do we have no right to eat and
drink?
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8:7 with consciousness of the idol. Or accustomed to
idols.

8:10 who is weak. Or if he is weak.
9:1 seen. Paul saw Him at his conversion on the Da-

mascus Road (Acts 9:3–6; 22:6–10; 26:12–18).
9:5 Cephas. That is, Simon Peter. John 1:42.

Barnabas: A Jewish Christian who was a leader in the
early church. He traveled extensively with Paul to
preach the gospel.

8:5 FALSE GODS IN 
NEW TESTAMENT TIMES

Name Worshiped by Reference

Artemis (Diana) all of Asia Acts 19:28
Castor, Pollux the Greeks Acts 28:11
Hermes the Greeks Acts 14:12
Zeus the Greeks Acts 14:12



die than that anyone should make
my boasting void.

16For if I preach the agospel, I
have nothing to boast of, for bneces-
sity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me
if I do not preach the gospel!

17For if I do this willingly, I have a
reward; but if against my will, I
have been entrusted with a stew-
ardship.

18What is my reward then? That
when I preach the gospel, I may
present the gospel of Christ* with-
out charge, that I may not abuse my
authority in the gospel.

The method and reward
of true ministry

19For though I am free from all
men, I have made myself a servant
to all, that I might win the more;

20and to the Jews I became as a
Jew, that I might win Jews; to those
who are under the c law, as under
the law,* that I might win those
who are under the law;

21to those who are without law,
as without law (not being without
dlaw toward God,* but under elaw
toward Christ*), that I might win
those who are without law;

22to the weak I became as* weak,
that I might fwin the weak. I have
become all things to all men, that I
might by all means gsave some.

23Now this I do for the hgospel’s
sake, that I may be partaker of it
with you.

24Do you not know that those
who run in a race all run, but one
receives the prize? iRun in such a
way that you may obtain it.

25And everyone who competes
for the prize is temperate in all
things. Now they do it to obtain a
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v. 20-21; 1 Cor.
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note)
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1 Thess. 5:14
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9:25
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perishable crown, but we for jan
kimperishable crown.

26Therefore I run thus: not with
uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one
who beats the air.

27But I discipline my body and
bring it into subjection, lest, when I
have preached to others, I myself
should become disqualified.

Israel in the wilderness

10MOREOVER, brethren, I do
not want you to be unaware

that all our lfathers were under the
mcloud, all passed through the nsea,

2all were obaptized into Moses in
the cloud and in the sea,

3all ate the same spiritual pfood,
4and all drank the same spiritual

drink. For they qdrank of that spiri-
tual rRock that followed them, and
that Rock was Christ.

5But with most of them God was
not well pleased, for their bodies
were sscattered in the wilderness.

6Now these things became our
examples, to the intent that we
should not lust after evil things as
they also lusted.

7And do not become idolaters as
were some of them. As it is twrit-
ten, u“The people sat down to eat
and drink, and rose up to play.”

8Nor let us commit vsexual im-
morality, as wsome of them did, and
in one day twenty-three thousand
fell;

9nor let us x tempt yChrist, as
some of them also ztempted, and
were destroyed by aaserpents;

10nor complain, as some of them
also bbcomplained, and were de-
stroyed by the destroyer.
*9:18 NU-Text omits of Christ. *9:20 NU-Text
adds though not being myself under the law.
*9:21 NU-Text reads God’s law. * NU-Text
reads Christ’s law. *9:22 NU-Text omits as.

9:21 The parenthetical expression might be rendered,
“not lawless toward God, but inlawed to Christ.” See Law
(of Christ), Gal. 6:2; 2 John 5. It is another way of saying
that they are not under the law, but under [the rule of]
grace (Rom. 6:14). In view of v. 20, where Paul has explic-
itly asserted the contrary, it is evident that Paul regarded
himself as not being “under law.”

9:27 Disqualified is translated from the Greek adokimos,
meaning disapproved. Dokimos, without the negating a, is
rendered “approved” in Rom. 14:18; 16:10; 1 Cor. 11:19;
2 Cor. 10:18; 2 Tim. 2:15; and James 1:12. The prefix simply

changes the word to a negative, that is, not approved, or dis-
approved. The apostle is writing of service, not of salvation.
He is not expressing fear that he may fail of salvation but of
his crown. See Rewards (Dan. 12:3; 1 Cor. 3:14, note).

10:6 became. That is, happened as figures or types for
us.

10:8 fell. There is an apparent discrepancy between
this figure and that written in Num. 25:9. The latter has to
do with the number of deaths “in the plague.” But see
1 Chr. 11:11, note.

10:9 Christ. That is, the Lord.



things are lawful for me,* but not all
things redify.

24Let no one seek his own, but
each one the sother’s well-being.

25Eat whatever is sold in the meat
market, asking no questions for con-
science’ sake;

26for “the earth is the tLORD’ s ,
and all its fullness.”

27If any of those who do not be-
lieve invites you to dinner, and you
desire to go, eat whatever is set be-
fore you, asking no question for con-
science’ sake.

28But if anyone says to you, “This
was offered to idols,” udo not eat it
for the sake of the one who told
you, and for conscience’ sake;* for
“the earth is the LORD’s, and all its
fullness.”*

29“Conscience,” I say, not your
own, but that of the other. For why
is my liberty judged by another
man’s conscience?

30But if I partake with thanks,
why am I evil spoken of for the food
over which I give thanks?

31Therefore, whether you eat or
drink, or whatever you do, do all to
the glory of God.

32Give no offense, either to the
Jews or to the Greeks or to v the
wchurch of God,

33just as I also please all men in
all things, not seeking my own prof-
it, but the profit of xmany, that they
may be ysaved.

11 zIMITATE me, just as I also
imitate Christ.

V. Christian Order and the
Lord’s Supper, 11:2–34

2Now I praise you, aabrethren,
that you remember me in all things
and bbkeep the traditions just as I
delivered them to you.

3But I want you to know that the
cchead of every man is Christ, the
ddhead of woman is man, and the
head of Christ is God.

4Every man praying or prophesy-

Wilderness experiences an example
11Now all* these things ahap-

pened to them as examples, and
they were bwritten for our admoni-
tion, upon whom the ends of the
ages have come.

12Therefore let him who thinks
he stands take heed lest he fall.

13No ctemptation has overtaken
you except such as is common to
man; but God is faithful, who will
not allow you to be tempted beyond
what you are able, but with the
temptation will also make the way
of escape, that you may be able to
bear it.

14Therefore, my beloved, flee
from idolatry.

15I speak as to wise men; judge
for yourselves what I dsay.

Separation essential
at the Lord’s Table

16The cup of blessing which we
bless, eis it not the communion of
the fblood of Christ? The bread
which we break, is it not the com-
munion of the body of Christ?

17For we, though many, are one
bread and one gbody; for we all par-
take of that one bread.

18Observe Israel after the flesh:
Are not those who eat of the sacri-
fices hpartakers of the altar?

19What am I saying then? That an
iidol is anything, or what is offered
to idols is anything?

20Rather, that the things which
the Gentiles sacrifice jthey sacrifice
to kdemons and not to God, and I
do lnot want you to have fellowship
with mdemons.

21You cannot drink the cup of the
Lord and the cup of ndemons; you
cannot partake of the oLord’s table
and of the table of ndemons.

22Or do we provoke the Lord to
p jealousy? Are we stronger than
He?

The law of love in relation to eating
and drinking (cp. Rom. 14:1–23)

23All things are lawful for me,*
but not all things are qhelpful; all

10:23
r Cp. Rom. 14:19

10:24
s Phil. 2:4

10:26
t Ps. 24:1

10:28
u Cp. 1 Cor. 8:10

10:32
v Churches (lo-

cal): v. 32;
1 Cor. 11:16.
(Acts 8:3; Phil.
1:1, note)

w Church (visible):
v. 32; 1 Cor.
12:28. (1 Cor.
10:32; 1 Tim.
3:15, note)

10:33
x Cp. Rom. 15:2;

1 Cor. 9:22

y See Rom. 1:16,
note

11:1
z 1 Cor. 4:16

11:2
aa Matt. 23:8;

Luke 8:21;
John 21:23;
Rom. 8:29;
15:14; Heb.
2:11,17; Rev.
12:10; 19:10

bb Cp. 2 Thess.
2:15

11:3
cc Eph. 4:15

dd Gen. 3:16;
Eph. 5:23

10:11
a v. 6; cp. Heb.

8:5

b Inspiration: v.
11; 1 Cor.
10:15. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

10:13
c Test/Tempt: v.

13; 2 Cor. 11:3.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note)

10:15
d Inspiration: v.

15; 1 Cor.
14:21. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

10:16
e Matt. 26:26-28

f Sacrifice (of
Christ): v. 16;
1 Cor. 11:24.
(Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note)

10:17
g Church (the

true): v. 17;
1 Cor. 12:13.
(Matt. 16:18;
Heb. 12:23,
note)

10:18
h Lev. 7:6

10:19
i 1 Cor. 8:4

10:20
j Deut. 32:17

k See Matt. 7:22,
note

l Separation: vv.
20-21; 2 Cor.
6:17. (Gen.
12:1; 2 Cor.
6:17, note)

m See Matt. 7:22,
note

10:21
n See Matt. 7:22,

note

o 1 Cor. 11:23-29

10:22
p Cp. Deut. 32:21

10:23
q 1 Cor. 6:12
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*10:11 NU-Text omits all. *10:23 NU-Text
omits for me. * NU-Text omits for me.
*10:28 NU-Text omits the rest of this verse.
* Psalm 24:1

10:11 ages. Greek aiōn. See Mark 10:30, note.
10:17 bread. Or loaf. Compare 1 Cor. 11:23–26;

12:12–13.

10:20 fellowship. Translated communion in v. 16.
Compare 2 Cor. 6:14—7:1.

11:3 woman. Compare Gen. 3:16. The woman’s veil or



ing, having his head covered, dis-
honors his head.

5But every woman who prays or
aprophesies with her head uncov-
ered dishonors her head, for that is
one and the same as if her head
were shaved.

6For if a woman is not covered,
let her also be shorn. But if it is
shameful for a woman to be shorn
or shaved, let her be covered.

7For a man indeed ought not to
cover his head, since he is the bim-
age and glory of God; but woman is
the glory of man.

8For man is not from woman, but
woman cfrom man.

9Nor was man created for the
woman, but woman dfor the man.

10For this reason the woman
ought to have a symbol of eauthority
on her head, because of the angels.

11Nevertheless, neither is man in-
dependent of woman, nor woman
independent of man, in the Lord.

12For as woman came from man,
even so man also comes through
woman; fbut all things are from God.

13Judge among yourselves. Is it
proper for a woman to pray to God
with her head uncovered?

14Does not even nature itself
teach you that if a man has long
hair, it is a dishonor to him?

15But if a woman has long hair, it
is a glory to her; for her hair is given
to her* for a covering.

16But if anyone seems to be con-
tentious, we have no such custom,
nor do the gchurches of God.

Disorders at the Lord’s Table rebuked
17Now in giving these instruc-

tions I do hnot praise you, since you
come together not for the better but
for the worse.

18For first of all, when you come
together as a ichurch, I jhear that
there are divisions among you, and
in part I believe it.

19For there must also be factions

11:19
k Cp. 1 John 2:19

11:21
l Cp. Jude 12

11:22
m Churches (lo-

cal): vv. 16-34;
1 Cor. 14:4.
(Acts 8:3; Phil.
1:1, note)

n v. 17

11:24
o Matt. 26:26-28

p Sacrifice (of
Christ): vv. 24-
26; 1 Cor. 15:3.
(Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note)

q Cp. Ex. 12:14

11:25
r Covenant

(New): v. 25;
2 Cor. 3:6. (Is.
61:8; Heb. 8:8,
note)

s Sacrifice (of
Christ): vv. 24-
26; 1 Cor. 15:3.
(Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note)

11:26
t Sacrifice (of

Christ): vv. 24-
26; 1 Cor. 15:3.
(Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note)

11:27
u Cp. vv. 17-

22,28-29

11:29
v Cp. vv. 17-

22,28-29

w Cp. v. 32

11:5
a Cp. Acts 21:9

11:7
b Gen. 1:27; 5:1

11:8
c Gen. 2:21-22;

cp. 1 Tim. 2:13

11:9
d Gen. 2:18

11:10
e See v. 3, note

11:12
f Cp. Prov. 16:4;

Rom. 11:36;
1 Cor. 8:6

11:16
g Churches (lo-

cal): vv. 16-34;
1 Cor. 14:4.
(Acts 8:3; Phil.
1:1, note)

11:17
h v. 22

11:18
i Churches (lo-

cal): vv. 16-34;
1 Cor. 14:4.
(Acts 8:3; Phil.
1:1, note)

j 1 Cor. 1:11-12
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among you, that those who are ap-
proved may be krecognized among
you.

20Therefore when you come to-
gether in one place, it is not to eat
the Lord’s Supper.

21For in eating, each one takes his
own supper ahead of others; and one
is lhungry and another is drunk.

22What! Do you not have houses
to eat and drink in? Or do you de-
spise the mchurch of God and shame
those who have nothing? What shall
I say to you? Shall I praise you in
this? I do nnot praise you.

Order and meaning of the Lord’s Table
23For I received from the Lord

that which I also delivered to you:
that the Lord Jesus on the same
night in which He was betrayed
took bread;

24and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and osaid, “Take, eat;*
this is My body which is pbroken*

for you; do this in qremembrance of
Me.”

25In the same manner He also
took the cup after supper, saying,
“This cup is the new rcovenant in
My sblood. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

26For as often as you eat this bread
and drink this cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s tdeath till He comes.

27Therefore whoever eats this
bread or drinks this cup of the Lord
in an uunworthy manner will be
guilty of the body and blood* of the
Lord.

28But let a man examine himself,
and so let him eat of the bread and
drink of the cup.

29For he who eats and drinks in
an vunworthy manner* eats and
drinks w judgment to himself, not
discerning the Lord’s* body.
*11:15 M-Text omits to her. *11:24 NU-Text
omits Take, eat. * NU-Text omits broken.
*11:27 NU-Text and M-Text read the blood.
*11:29 NU-Text omits in an unworthy manner.
* NU-Text omits Lord’s.

covering for her head is symbolic of her subordination (v.
10). According to v. 5 the covering seems to have been
definitely connected with women praying or prophesying
in the meetings of the church (vv. 7–8).

11:10 angels. That is, the presence of the angels.
11:15 covering. Or veil.

11:18 divisions. Or schisms.
11:19 factions. Or sects.
11:20 it is not to eat. Or you cannot eat.
11:23 took bread. The Lord’s Supper is one of the two

ordinances or sacraments of the Church for this age, the
other being water baptism (see Acts 8:12, note).



7But the manifestation of the
kSpirit is given to each one for the
profit of all:

8for to one is given the word of
wisdom through the kSpirit, to an-
other the word of knowledge
through the same Spirit,

9to another m faith by the same
kSpirit, to another gifts of nhealings
by the same* Spirit,

10to another the working of omira-
cles, to another prophecy, to another
pdiscerning of spirits, to another dif-
ferent kinds of qtongues, to another
the interpretation of tongues.

11But one and the same kSpirit
works all these things, distributing
to each one individually as He wills.

Every believer is a member of Christ’s
body, with a definite ministry

12For as the body is one and has
many members, but all the mem-
bers of that one body, being many,
are one body, so also is Christ.

13For by one kSpirit we were all
baptized into one rbody—swhether
tJews or uGreeks, whether slaves or
free—and have all been made to
drink into* one Spirit.

30For this reason many are weak
and sick among you, and many
asleep.

31For if we would b judge our-
selves, we would not be c judged.

32But when we are judged, we
are dchastened by the Lord, that we
may not be condemned with the
world.

33Therefore, my brethren, when
you ecome together to eat, wait for
one another.

34But if anyone is hungry, flet him
eat at home, lest you come together
for judgment. And the rest I will set
in order when I come.

VI. Spiritual Gifts and Their Use
in Love, 12:1—14:40

12NOW concerning spiritual
gifts, gbrethren, I do not

want you to be ignorant:
2You know that* you were Gen-

tiles, carried away to these hdumb
iidols, however you were led.

3Therefore I make known to you
that no one speaking jby the kSpirit
of God calls Jesus accursed, and no
one can say that Jesus is Lord ex-
cept by the Holy Spirit.

True ministry is the exercise of
spiritual gifts (cp. Eph. 4:7–16)

4There are diversities of lgifts, but
the same kSpirit.

5There are differences of min-
istries, but the same Lord.

6And there are diversities of ac-
tivities, but it is the same God who
works all in all.
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m Faith: v. 9;
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(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

n Matt. 10:1;
Mark 3:15;
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5:14-15
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14:8-10; 20:6-
12

p 1 John 4:1

q Acts 2:4-11

12:13
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true): v. 13;
1 Cor. 12:27.
(Matt. 16:18;
Heb. 12:23,
note). Col.
1:18,24; 2:19

s Cp. Gal. 3:28

t Rom. 3:29; cp.
Rom. 1:16;
2:9,10; 12:2;
Col. 3:11

u See Eph. 3:6,
note

11:30
a Cp. 1 John 5:16-

17

11:31
b Cp. 2 Cor. 13:5

c Judgments (the
seven): v. 31;
2 Cor. 5:10.
(2 Sam. 7:14;
Rev. 20:12,
note)

11:32
d Heb. 12:5-10

11:33
e vv. 18,20;

1 Cor. 14:26

11:34
f Cp. vv. 21-22

12:1
g Matt. 23:8; Luke

8:21; John
21:23; Rom.
8:29; 15:14;
Heb. 2:11,17;
Rev. 12:10;
19:10

12:2
h Cp. Ps. 115:4-8;

Is. 44:9-20

i Cp. Acts 15:20

12:3
j Cp. 1 John 4:2

k Holy Spirit (NT):
vv. 3-4,7-9,11,
13; 2 Cor. 1:22.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

12:4
l vv. 4-11; Rom.

12:3-8; cp.
1 Cor. 12:28-31
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*12:2 NU-Text and M-Text add when.
*12:9 NU-Text reads one. *12:13 NU-Text
omits into.

11:31 judge ourselves. Self-judgment is not so much the
Christian’s moral condemnation of his own ways or habits,
as of himself for allowing such ways. Self-judgment avoids
chastisement. If self-judgment is neglected, the Lord judges,
and the result is chastisement, but never condemnation (v.
32; 2 Sam. 7:14–15; 12:13–14; 1 Cor. 5:5; 1 Tim. 1:20;
Heb. 12:7). For other judgments, see notes at Ezek. 20:37;
Matt. 25:32; John 12:31; 2 Cor. 5:10; Jude 6; Rev. 20:12.

11:32 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
12:3 accursed. Greek anathema. Compare 1 Cor. 16:22.
12:4 gifts. Compare Eph. 4:8,11–12. The Holy Spirit

bestows gifts for service to men. Christ gives the gifted men
to the churches.

12:6 activities. Or workings.
12:10 prophecy. The NT prophet is not primarily a

foreteller but, rather, a forthteller, one whose gift enables
him to speak to others “edification and exhortation and
comfort” (14:3).

12:1 THE HOLY SPIRIT’S RELATION 
TO THE BODY OF CHRIST

The Greek word for “spiritual gifts” is plural (pneumatika)
and refers to things pertaining to the Holy Spirit. It gives
the key to chs. 12—14. Chapter 12 concerns the Spirit
in relation to the body of Christ.

This relation is twofold:
(1) The baptism with the Spirit forms the body by

uniting believers to Christ, the risen and glorified Head,
and to each other (vv. 12–13). The symbol of the body
thus formed is the natural, human body (v. 12), and all
the analogies are freely used (vv. 14–26). And

(2) to each Christian is given a spiritual enablement
and capacity for specific service. None is destitute of
such a gift (vv. 7,11,27), but in their distribution the Spir-
it acts in free sovereignty (v. 11). There is no room for
self-choosing; Christian service is simply the ministry of
such a gift or gifts as the individual may have received
(compare Rom. 12:4–8). The gifts are diverse (vv.
6,8–10,28–30), but all are equally honorable because
they are bestowed by the same Spirit, administered un-
der the same Lord, and energized by the same God.



14aFor in fact the body is not one
member but many.

15If the foot should say, “Because I
am not a hand, I am not of the body,”
is it therefore not of the body?

16And if the ear should say, “Be-
cause I am not an eye, I am not of
the body,” is it therefore not of the
body?

17If the whole body were an eye,
where would be the hearing? If the
whole were hearing, where would
be the smelling?

18But now God has bset the mem-
bers, each one of them, in the body
just as He pleased.

19And if they were all one mem-
ber, where would the body be?

20But now indeed there are many
members, yet one body.

21And the eye cannot say to the
hand, “I have no need of you”; nor
again the head to the feet, “I have
no need of you.”

22No, much rather, those mem-
bers of the body which seem to be
weaker are necessary.

23And those members of the body
which we think to be less honor-
able, on these we bestow greater
honor; and our unpresentable parts
have greater modesty,

24but our presentable parts have
no need. But God composed the
body, having given greater honor to
that part which lacks it,

25that there should be no schism
in the body, but that the members
should have the same care for one
another.

26And if one member suffers, call
the members suffer with it; or if one
member is honored, all the mem-
bers rejoice with it.

27Now you are the dbody of
Christ, and emembers individually.

28 fAnd God has appointed these
in the gchurch: first hapostles, sec-
ond iprophets, third jteachers, after
that kmiracles, then gifts of lheal-
ings, mhelps, administrations, vari-
eties of ntongues.

29Are all apostles? Are all proph-
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y Cp. Phil. 4:8

z Cp. Phil. 2:4

aa Cp. Eph. 4:2

bbCp. Rom. 12:9

13:6
cc See Rom. 3:23,

note
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ddCp. Heb. 6:19

13:8
ee Cp. Eph. 3:17-

19
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ff Cp. 1 Cor. 8:2

13:10
gg Cp. 1 John 3:2

12:14
a vv. 14-26

12:18
b Cp. v. 28; Rom.

12:3-8; Eph.
4:11

12:26
c Cp. Josh. 7:1-26

12:27
d Church (the

true): vv. 27,28;
2 Cor. 11:2.
(Matt. 16:18;
Heb. 12:23,
note). Col.
1:18,24; 2:19

e Eph. 5:30

12:28
f Cp. 12:8-11

g Church (visible):
vv. 28-30;
1 Cor. 15:9.
(1 Cor. 10:32;
1 Tim. 3:15,
note)

h Eph. 2:20

i Eph. 4:11

j Acts 13:1

k Gal. 3:5

l Mark 16:18

m Cp. Acts 16:9

n Cp. Acts 2:1-11
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ets? Are all teachers? Are all work-
ers of miracles?

30Do all have gifts of healings? Do
all speak with tongues? Do all inter-
pret?

31But earnestly desire the best*

gifts. And yet I show you a more ex-
cellent way.

Ministry gifts must be exercised in love

13THOUGH I speak with the
tongues of men and of oan-

gels, but have not plove, I have be-
come sounding brass or a clanging
cymbal.

2qAnd though I have the gift of
prophecy, and understand all mys-
teries and all knowledge, and
though I have all r faith, so that I
could remove smountains, but have
not love, I am nothing.

3And though I tbestow all my
goods to feed the poor, and though I
give my body to be burned,* but
have not love, it profits me nothing.

4Love suffers long and is ukind;
love does not venvy; love does not
wparade itself, is not xpuffed up;

5does not behave yrudely, does
not zseek its own, is not aapro-
voked, thinks no bbevil;

6does not rejoice in cciniquity, but
rejoices in the truth;

7bears all things, believes all
things, ddhopes all things, endures
all things.

8Love eenever fails. But whether
there are prophecies, they will fail;
whether there are tongues, they
will cease; whether there is knowl-
edge, it will vanish away.

9For we know in part and we
prophesy ffin part.

10ggBut when that which is per-
fect has come, then that which is in
part will be done away.

11When I was a child, I spoke as a
child, I understood as a child, I
thought as a child; but when I be-
came a man, I put away childish
things.
*12:31 NU-Text reads greater. *13:3 NU-Text
reads so I may boast.

12:25 schism. Or division. Compare 1 Cor. 1:11-12.
12:31 more excellent way. Chapter 13 continues the

pneumatika begun in ch. 12 (see 12:1, note). Gifts are
good, but only if ministered in love (13:1–2). Benevolence

is good, but not apart from love (v. 3). Love is described (vv.
4–7). Love is better than our present incomplete knowledge
(vv. 8–12), even greater than faith and hope (v. 13).

13:6 in. Or with.



spoken? For you will be speaking
into the air.

10There are, it may be, so many
kinds of languages in the world, and
none of them is without signifi-
cance.

11Therefore, if I do not know the
meaning of the language, I shall be a
pforeigner to him who speaks, and
he who speaks will be a foreigner to
me.

12Even so you, since you are zeal-
ous for spiritual gifts, let it be for
the edification of the kchurch that
you seek to excel.

13Therefore let him who speaks
in a tongue pray that he may qinter-
pret.

14For if I pray in a tongue, my
spirit prays, but my understanding
is unfruitful.

15What is the conclusion then? I
will pray with the spirit, and I will
also pray with the understanding. I
will rsing with the spirit, and I will
also sing with the understanding.

16Otherwise, if you bless with the
spirit, how will he who occupies
the place of the uninformed say
s“Amen” at your giving of thanks,
since he does not understand what
you say?

17For you indeed give thanks
well, but the other is not hedified.

18I thank my God I speak with
tongues more than you all;

19yet in the church I would rather
speak five words with my under-
standing, that I may teach others
also, than ten thousand words in a
tongue.

20mBrethren, do not be tchildren
in understanding; however, in mal-
ice be ubabes, but in understanding
be mature.

21In the vlaw it is wwritten:

12For now we see in a mirror,
dimly, but then face to face. Now I
know in part, but then I shall know
just as I also am aknown.

13And now abide b faith, chope,
love, these three; but the greatest of
these is love.

Prophecy is the superior gift

14PURSUE d love, and desire
spiritual gifts, but especially

that you may eprophesy.
2For he who speaks in a ftongue

does not speak to men but to God,
for no one understands him; howev-
er, in the spirit he speaks mysteries.

3But he who gprophesies speaks
hedification and iexhortation and
jcomfort to men.

4He who speaks in a tongue edi-
fies himself, but he who gprophe-
sies hedifies the kchurch.

5I wish you all spoke with
tongues, but leven more that you
prophesied; for* he who gprophe-
sies is greater than he who speaks
with tongues, unless indeed he in-
terprets, that the kchurch may re-
ceive hedification.

6But now, mbrethren, if I come to
you speaking with tongues, what
shall I profit you unless I speak to
you either by nrevelation, by knowl-
edge, by prophesying, or by oteach-
ing?

7Even things without life,
whether flute or harp, when they
make a sound, unless they make a
distinction in the sounds, how will
it be known what is piped or
played?

8For if the trumpet makes an un-
certain sound, who will prepare for
battle?

9So likewise you, unless you utter
by the tongue words easy to under-
stand, how will it be known what is
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(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

c Cp. Heb. 6:19

14:1
d Law (of Christ):

v. 1; 1 Cor.
16:14. (John
13:34; 2 John 5,
note)

e Cp. 1 Thess.
5:20

14:2
f vv. 13,19

14:3
g See v. 1, note

h v. 26; Rom.
14:19; 15:2;
2 Cor. 10:8;
12:19; Eph.
4:12,29

i 1 Tim. 4:13;
2 Tim. 4:2; Titus
1:9; 2:15; Heb.
3:13; 10:25

j v. 31; cp. Phil.
2:1

14:4
k Churches (lo-

cal): vv. 4-5,12;
1 Cor. 14:23.
(Acts 8:3; Phil.
1:1, note)

14:5
l Cp. Num.

11:25-29

14:6
m Matt. 23:8; Luke

8:21; John
21:23; Rom.
8:29; 15:14;
Heb. 2:11,17;
Rev. 12:10;
19:10
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*14:5 NU-Text reads and.

14:1 especially that you may prophesy. The subject is
still the pneumatika (see 12:1, note). Chapter 12 describes
the gifts and the body, the Church; ch. 13 depicts the love
which alone gives ministry of gifts any value; ch. 14 regu-
lates the ministry of gifts in the primitive, apostolic assem-
bly of believers in Christ.

(1) The important gift is that of prophecy (v. 1). The NT
prophet was not merely a preacher, but an inspired preach-
er through whom, until the NT was written, new revelations
suited to the new dispensation were given (14:29–30).

(2) Tongues and the sign gifts are to cease; meanwhile
they must be used with restraint, and only if an interpreter
is present (vv. 1–19,27–28).

(3) In the primitive Church there was liberty for the min-
istry of all the gifts which might be present, but for prophe-
cy more especially (vv. 23–26,31,39). And

(4) these injunctions are declared to be “the command-
ments of the Lord” (vv. 36–37).

14:2 understands. Literally listens to or hears.
14:10 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.



“With a men of other tongues
and other lips

I will speak to this people;
And yet, for all that, they will

not hear Me,”

says the Lord.
22Therefore tongues are for a

bsign, not to those who cbelieve but
to unbelievers; but prophesying is
not for unbelievers but for those
who cbelieve.

Regulations for the ministry of
spiritual gifts in the local church

23Therefore if the whole dchurch
comes together in one place, and all
speak with tongues, and there come
in those who are uninformed or un-
believers, will they not esay that
you are out of your mind?

24But if all prophesy, and an un-
believer or an uninformed person
comes in, he is convinced by all, he
is convicted by all.

25And thus* the secrets of his
heart are revealed; and so, falling
down on his face, he will worship
God and report that fGod is truly
among you.

26How is it then, gbrethren?
Whenever you come d together,
each of you has a hpsalm, has a
iteaching, has a tongue, has a jreve-
lation, has an kinterpretation. Let all
things be done for edification.

27If anyone speaks in a tongue, let

14:27
l Cp. v. 40

14:33
m Cp. James 3:16

n Cp. Rom. 1:7;
8:27; 12:13;
15:25; 16:2

14:34
o Cp. Gen. 3:16;

1 Cor. 11:3;
Eph. 5:22;
1 Tim. 2:11-13;
1 Pet. 3:1-5

p Inspiration: vv.
34,37; 1 Cor.
15:3. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

14:36
q Cp. Is. 2:3; Luke

24:47; Rom.
15:19

14:39
r v. 1

15:1
s Gospel: vv. 1-4;

2 Cor. 1:19.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

14:21
a Is. 28:11-12; cp.

Deut. 28:49

14:22
b Mark 16:17

c Faith: v. 22;
1 Cor. 15:2.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

14:23
d Churches (lo-

cal): vv. 23,26,
28,33-35; 1 Cor.
16:1. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

e Cp. Acts 2:12-
13

14:25
f Cp. Is. 45:14

14:26
g Matt. 23:8; Luke

8:21; John
21:23; Rom.
8:29; 15:14;
Heb. 2:11,17;
Rev. 12:10;
19:10

h Cp. Eph. 5:19;
Col. 3:16

i Cp. 2 Tim. 3:16

j Cp. 2 Cor. 12:1;
Eph. 1:17; 3:3

k Cp. v. 13
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there be ltwo or at the most three,
each in turn, and let one interpret.

28But if there is no interpreter, let
him keep silent in dchurch, and let
him speak to himself and to God.

29Let two or three prophets speak,
and let the others judge.

30But if anything is revealed to
another who sits by, let the first
keep silent.

31For you can all prophesy one by
one, that all may learn and all may
be encouraged.

32And the spirits of the prophets
are subject to the prophets.

33For God is not the author of
mconfusion but of peace, as in all
the dchurches of the nsaints.

34Let your* women keep silent in
the dchurches, for they are not per-
mitted to speak; but they are to be
osubmissive, as the law also psays.

35And if they want to learn some-
thing, let them ask their own hus-
bands at home; for it is shameful for
women to speak in dchurch.

36Or did the word of God come
originally from you? Or qwas it you
only that it reached?

37If anyone thinks himself to be a
prophet or spiritual, let him ac-
knowledge that the things which I
pwrite to you are the command-
ments of the Lord.

38But if anyone is ignorant, let
him be ignorant.*

39Therefore, gbrethren, desire
earnestly to rprophesy, and do not
forbid to speak with tongues.

40Let all things be done decently
and in order.

VII. The Resurrection of the Dead, 15

(1) Fact of the resurrection of Christ

15MOREOVER, gbrethren, I de-
clare to you the sgospel which

I preached to you, which also you re-
ceived and in which you stand,
*14:25 NU-Text omits And thus. *14:34 NU-
Text omits your. *14:38 NU-Text reads If anyone
does not recognize this, he is not recognized.

15:1 gospel. In vv. 1–8 the apostle outlines the Gospel
of God’s grace. (1) It concerns a Person—the Christ of the
Scriptures and history. (2) It concerns His death—”for our
sins according to the Scriptures.” And (3) it concerns His
resurrection—likewise “according to the Scriptures.” His
burial is asserted as the evidence of His death; and that

14:27 SPEAKING IN TONGUES

The exercise of the gift of tongues was not to be forbid-
den in the early Church (v. 39), but this exercise was
strictly circumscribed by certain rules outlined in vv.
27–40:

(1) Not more than two or three at a meeting may thus
speak (v. 27).

(2) These must speak in turn (v. 27).
(3) If no one is able to interpret what is said, the

speaker is to be silent (vv. 27–28).
(4) Those who speak must be in control of their fac-

ulties, because God is not the author of confusion (vv.
32–33).

(5) Women are not permitted to speak at the meet-
ings of the church (vv. 34–36). And

(6) these rules must be regarded as “the command-
ments of the Lord,” and their observance is a mark of
true spirituality (v. 37). Undue preoccupation with
tongues indicates spiritual childishness (vv. 19–20).



our preaching is empty and your
bfaith is also empty.

15Yes, and we are found false wit-
nesses of God, because we have tes-
tified of God that He raised up
Christ, whom He did not raise up—
if in fact the dead do not rise.

16For if the dead do not rise, then
Christ is not risen.

17And if Christ is not risen, your
bfaith is futile; you are still in your
psins!

18Then also those who have fallen
qasleep in Christ have perished.

19If in this life only we have hope
in Christ, we are of all men the
most pitiable.

(3) Order of the resurrections
20But now Christ is grisen from

the dead, and has become the rfirst-
fruits of those who have fallen
qasleep.

21For since by man scame tdeath,
by Man also came the resurrection
of the dead.

22For as in Adam all die, ueven so
in Christ all shall vbe made alive.

23But each one in his own order:
Christ the firstfruits, afterward those
who are Christ’s at His wcoming.

24xThen comes the end, when He
delivers the ykingdom to God the
Father, when He puts an end to all
rule and all authority and power.

25For He must reign ztill He has
put all enemies under His feet.

26The last enemy that will be
aadestroyed is tdeath.

27For “He has put bball things un-
der His feet.” But when He says “all
things are put under Him,” it is evi-
dent that He who put all things un-
der Him is excepted.

2by which also you are asaved, if
you hold fast that word which I
preached to you—unless you bbe-
lieved in vain.

3For I delivered to you first of all
that which I also received: that
Christ cdied for our dsins eaccord-
ing to the fScriptures,

4and that He was buried, and that
He grose again the third day eac-
cording to the hScriptures,

5and that He was seen by Cephas,
ithen by the twelve.

6After that He was seen by over
five hundred jbrethren at once, of
whom the greater part remain to the
present, but some have fallen asleep.

7After that He was seen by James,
then by all the apostles.

8Then last of all He was kseen by
me also, as by one born out of due
time.

9For I am the least of the apostles,
who am not worthy to be called an
lapostle, because I persecuted the
mchurch of God.

10But by the ngrace of God I am
what I am, and His ngrace toward
me was not in vain; but I labored
more abundantly than they all, yet
not I, but the ngrace of God which
was with me.

11Therefore, whether it was I or
they, so we preach and so you bbe-
lieved.

(2) Importance of Christ’s resurrection
12Now if Christ is preached that

He has been graised from the dead,
ohow do some among you say that
there is no resurrection of the dead?

13But if there is no resurrection of
the dead, then Christ is not risen.

14And if Christ is not risen, then

15:9
m Church (visible):

v. 9; Gal. 1:13.
(1 Cor. 10:32;
1 Tim. 3:15,
note)

15:10
n Grace: v. 10;

1 Cor. 16:23.
(John 1:14; John
1:17, note).
2 Pet. 3:18, note

15:12
o Cp. Acts 26:8

15:17
p Cp. John

8:21,24; see
Rom. 3:23, note

15:18
q Job 14:12; Ps.

13:3; cp. John
11:12

15:20
r Cp. James 1:18

15:21
s Gen. 3:19; Ezek.

18:4; Rom. 5:12;
6:23; Heb. 9:27

t Death (physical):
vv. 21-22,26;
1 Cor. 15:54.
(Gen. 2:17; Heb.
9:27, note)

15:22
u Cp. Rom. 5:17
v John 5:28-29

15:23
w Christ (second

advent): v. 23;
Phil. 3:20.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

15:24
x v. 28
y Kingdom (NT): v.

24; Eph. 5:5.
(Matt. 2:2; 1 Cor.
15:24, note)

15:25
z Ps. 110:1; Matt.

22:44
15:26

aa Cp. 2 Tim.
1:10; Rev.
21:4
15:27

bb Ps. 8:6

15:2
a See Rom. 1:16,

note
b Faith: vv. 2,11,

14,17; 2 Cor.
1:24. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

15:3
c Sacrifice (of

Christ): v. 3;
2 Cor. 5:14.
(Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note)

d See Rom. 3:23,
note

e Inspiration: vv.
3-4; 1 Cor.
15:45. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

f Ps. 22; Is. 53
15:4

g Resurrection:
vv. 4,12,20;
1 Cor. 15:35.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

h Gen. 1:9-13;
2 Kin. 20:8; Ps.
16:9-11; Jon.
1:17; 2:10; Hos.
6:2; cp. Matt.
12:39-40; Luke
24:46-47; Acts
13:32-37,44

15:5
i See Mark 16:14,

note
15:6

j Matt. 23:8; Luke
8:21; John
21:23; Rom.
8:29; 15:14;
Heb. 2:11,17;
Rev. 12:10;
19:10

15:8
k Acts 9:4

15:9
l Acts 9:15;

22:21; Rom.
11:13; Gal.
1:16; 2:7-9;
Eph. 3:8
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He was seen alive is declared as the proof of His resur-
rection. This is the Gospel that Paul preached; that the
early Church accepted; and by which men are saved (vv.
1–2).

15:5 Cephas. That is, Simon Peter. Luke 24:34.
15:8 One born out of due time (Greek tō ektrōmati).

That is, prematurely. Paul thinks of himself here as an Isra-
elite whose time to be born again had not come nationally
(compare Matt. 23:39), so that his conversion by the ap-
pearing of the Lord in glory (Acts 9:3–6) was an illustration,
or instance, before the time of the future national conver-
sion of Israel. See Ezek. 20:35–38; Hos. 2:14–17; Zech.
12:10—13:6; Rom. 11:25–27; 1 Tim. 1:16.

15:22 Adam is a contrasting type of Christ (vv. 45–47;
compare Rom. 5:14–19).

(1) “The first man Adam became a living being” (Gen.
2:7), that is, he derived life from another, God. “The last
Adam became a life-giving spirit.” Far above deriving life,
He was Himself the fountain of life, and He gave that life to
others (John 1:4; 5:21; 10:10; 12:24; 1 John 5:12).

(2) In origin “the first man was of the earth, made of dust;
the second Man is the Lord from heaven” (1 Cor. 15:47). And

(3) each is the head of a creation and these also are in
contrast: “in Adam all die . . . in Christ all shall be made
alive”; the Adamic creation is “flesh,” whereas the new
creation is “spirit” (John 3:6).



28Now when all things are made
subject to Him, athen the Son Him-
self will also be subject to Him who
put all things under Him, that bGod
may be call in all.

(4) Moral value of the resurrection
29Otherwise, what will they do

who are baptized for the dead, if the
dead do not rise at all? Why then
are they baptized for the dead?

30And why do we stand in d jeop-
ardy every hour?

31I affirm, by the boasting in you
which I have in Christ Jesus our
Lord, I edie daily.

32If, in the manner of men, I have
fought with beasts at fEphesus,
what advantage is it to me? If the
dead do not rise, g“Let us eat and
drink, for tomorrow we die!”

33hDo not be deceived: “Evil
icompany corrupts good habits.”

34 jAwake to krighteousness, and
do not lsin; for some do not have

15:33
h Cp. Gal. 6:7

i Cp. Ps. 1:1;
Prov. 4:14;
13:20; 1 Cor.
5:11; Eph. 4:29

15:34
j Cp. Rom. 13:11;

Eph. 5:14

k Cp. Eph. 6:14

l See Rom. 3:23,
note

m Matt. 22:29

15:35
n Cp. Ezek. 37:3

o Resurrection: v.
35; 1 Cor.
15:42. (2 Kin.
4:35; 1 Cor.
15:52, note)

15:36
p John 12:24

15:28
a v. 24

b Cp. Ps. 21:13;
47:9; 57:11;
99:5; 108:5;
118:28; Is. 12:4;
25:1

c Cp. 1 Cor. 11:3

15:30
d Cp. 2 Cor.

11:26

15:31
e Cp. Rom. 8:36;

2 Cor. 4:10-12

15:32
f Cp. 2 Cor. 1:8

g Is. 22:13
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the mknowledge of God. I speak this
to your shame.

(5) Body of resurrection
35But someone will say, n“How

are the dead oraised up? And with
what body do they come?”

36Foolish one, what you sow is
not made alive unless it pdies.

37And what you sow, you do not
sow that body that shall be, but
mere grain—perhaps wheat or some
other grain.

38But God gives it a body as He
pleases, and to each seed its own
body.

39All flesh is not the same flesh,
but there is one kind of flesh* of
men, another flesh of animals, an-
other of fish, and another of birds.

40There are also celestial bodies
and terrestrial bodies; but the glory
of the celestial is one, and the glory
of the terrestrial is another.
*15:39 NU-Text and M-Text omit of flesh.

15:29 dead. Paul is not here speaking of baptizing liv-
ing believers in place of either believers or unbelievers
who have died. There is no assignment of saving efficacy
to baptism. The argument is: Of what value is it for one to
trust Christ and be baptized in the ranks left vacant by the

believing dead, if there is no resurrection for believers?
Why place life in jeopardy and forfeit the benefits of this
life, if there is no life after death?

15:31 boasting. Or rejoicing. Compare Phil. 3:3.

15:24 KINGDOM IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, SUMMARY

See Kingdom (OT) (Gen. 1:26–28; Zech. 12:8, note).
Kingdom truth is developed in the NT in the following order:
(1) The promise of the kingdom to David and his descendants, and described in the prophets (2 Sam. 7:8–17, and

notes; Zech. 12:8), enters the NT absolutely unchanged (Luke 1:31–33). The King was born in Bethlehem (Matt. 2:1;
compare Mic. 5:2) of a virgin (Matt. 1:18–25; compare Is. 7:14).

(2) The kingdom announced as “at hand” (Matt. 4:17, note) by John the Baptist, by the King, and by the twelve, was
rejected by the Jews, first morally (Matt. 11:20, note), and afterward officially (Matt. 21:42–43), and the King, crowned
with thorns, was crucified.

(3) In anticipation of His official rejection and crucifixion, the King revealed the “mysteries” of the kingdom of heav-
en (Matt. 13:11, note) to be fulfilled in the interval between His rejection and His return in glory (Matt. 13:1–50).

(4) Afterward He announced His purpose to “build” His Church (Matt. 16:18, marg. and notes; compare Eph.
3:9–11), another “mystery” which is being fulfilled in this present age contemporaneously with “the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven.” The “mysteries of the kingdom of heaven” and the “mystery” of the Church (Eph. 3:9–11) occu-
py for the most part the same period, that is, this present age.

(5) The mysteries of the kingdom will be brought to an end by the “harvest” (Matt. 13:39–43,49–50) at the return of
the King in glory, the Church having previously been caught up to meet Him in the air (1 Thess. 4:13–17).

(6) Upon His return the King will restore the Davidic monarchy in His own Person, regather dispersed Israel, es-
tablish His power over all the earth, and reign 1000 years (Matt. 24:27–30; Acts 15:14–17; Rev. 20:1–10). And

(7) the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 3:2, note), thus established under David’s divine Son, has for its object the restora-
tion of the divine authority in the earth, which may be regarded as a revolted province of the great kingdom of God
(Matt. 6:33, note). The Kingdom Age of 1000 years constitutes the seventh dispensation (Rev. 20:4, note). When Christ
defeats the last enemy, death (vv. 24–26), then He will deliver up the kingdom to “God the Father,” that “God [that is,
the triune God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit] may be all in all” (v. 28). The eternal throne is that “of God and of the
Lamb” (Rev. 22:1).



age of the man of dust, we shall also
bear* the himage of the cheavenly
Man.

50Now this I say, brethren, that
flesh and blood cannot inherit the
ikingdom of God; nor does corrup-
tion inherit incorruption.

(6) Mystery of the resurrection
(cp. 1 Thess. 4:14–17)

51Behold, I tell you a jmystery:
We shall not all ksleep, but we shall
all be changed—

52in a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the last trumpet. For
the trumpet will sound, and the
dead will be araised incorruptible,
and we shall be lchanged.

53For this corruptible must put on
mincorruption, and this mortal must
put on nimmortality.

(The believers’ ultimate victory over
death is a motive for faithful service)
54So when this corruptible has

put on oincorruption, and this mor-
tal has put on p immortality, then

41There is one glory of the sun,
another glory of the moon, and an-
other glory of the stars; for one star
differs from another star in glory.

42So also is the aresurrection of
the dead. The body is sown in cor-
ruption, it is raised in incorruption.

43It is sown in dishonor, it is
raised in glory. It is sown in weak-
ness, it is braised in power.

44It is sown a natural body, it is
raised a cspiritual body. There is a
natural body, and there is a cspiritu-
al body.

45And so it is dwritten, e“The first
man Adam became a living being.”
The last Adam became a flife-giving
spirit.

46However, the cspiritual is not
first, but the natural, and afterward
the cspiritual.

47The first man was of the earth,
made of dust; the second Man is the
Lord* from heaven.

48As was the man of dust, so also
are those who are made of dust; and
as is the cheavenly Man, so also are
those who are cheavenly.

49And as we have borne the gim-

15:49
h Rom. 8:29

15:50
i See Matt. 6:33,

note

15:51
j See Matt. 13:11,

note

k Job 14:12; Ps.
13:3; cp. John
11:12

15:52
l Cp. 1 John 3:2

15:53
m Cp. 2 Tim. 1:10

n Cp. 2 Cor. 5:4

15:54
o Cp. 2 Tim. 1:10

p Cp. 2 Cor. 5:4

15:42
a Resurrection:

vv. 42,52;
2 Cor. 1:9.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

15:43
b Cp. Phil. 3:21

15:44
c Cp. John 3:6;

Phil. 3:21

15:45
d Inspiration: v.

45; 1 Cor.
15:54. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

e Gen. 2:7

f Cp. John 5:21;
Rom. 8:11

15:49
g Gen. 5:3
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*15:47 NU-Text omits the Lord.
*15:49 M-Text reads let us also bear.

15:52 RESURRECTION, SUMMARY

(1) The resurrection of the dead was believed by the patriarchs (compare Gen. 22:5 with Heb. 11:19; Job 19:25–27)
and revealed through the prophets (Is. 26:19; Dan. 12:2,13; Hos. 13:14), and miracles of the dead restored to life are
recorded in the OT (2 Kin. 4:32–35; 13:21).

(2) Jesus Christ restored life to the dead (Matt. 9:25; Luke 7:12–15; John 11:43–44), and predicted His own resur-
rection (John 10:18; Luke 24:1–8).

(3) A resurrection of bodies followed the resurrection of Christ (Matt. 27:52–53), and the apostles raised the dead
(Acts 9:36–41; 20:9–10).

(4) Two resurrections are yet future, which are inclusive of “all who are in the graves” (John 5:28). These are dis-
tinguished as the “first resurrection,” which is one of life (John 5:28–29; 1 Cor. 15:22–23; 1 Thess. 4:14–17; Rev.
20:4–6), and a second resurrection, which is one of condemnation, that is, judgment (John 5:28–29; Rev.
20:5–6,11–13). They are separated by a period of 1000 years (Rev. 20:5). The “first resurrection,” that pertaining to
life, will occur at the second coming of Christ (1 Cor. 15:23), the believers of the Church Age meeting Him in the air
(1 Thess. 4:16–17), and the martyrs of the tribulation period being raised at the close of the tribulation, when Christ re-
turns to earth to inaugurate the millennium. Old Testament believers will likewise share in the first resurrection. Some
hold that these will be raised with the Church (1 Thess. 4:16–17; 1 Cor. 15:51–53), prior to the tribulation; others hold
that it is more harmonious with the OT Scriptures to include the OT believers with those who rise after the tribulation
(Rev. 20:4–6), because both Isaiah and Daniel mention the resurrection of OT saints as taking place following a time
of great trouble (Is. 26:16–21; Dan. 12:1–3).

(5) The mortal body will be related to the resurrection body as grain sown is related to the harvest (1 Cor.
15:37–38); the resurrection body will be incorruptible, glorious, powerful, and spiritual (1 Cor. 15:42–44,49).

(6) The bodies of living believers will, at the same time, be instantaneously changed (1 Cor. 15:50–53; Phil.
3:20–21). This change of the living, and resurrection of the dead in Christ, is called the “redemption of our body”
(Rom. 8:23; compare Eph. 1:13–14). And

(7) after the 1000 years the resurrection leading to judgment (John 5:29) will occur. The resurrection body of the
wicked dead is not described. They will be judged according to their works, and will be cast into the lake of fire (Rev.
20:7–15).



shall be brought to pass the asaying
that is bwritten: c“Death is swal-
lowed up in victory.”
55“O cDeath, where is your sting?

dO Hades, where is your
victory?”*

56The sting of cdeath is esin, and
the fstrength of sin is the glaw.

57But thanks be to God, who
gives us the hvictory through our
Lord Jesus Christ.

(7) Practical value of the resurrection
58 iTherefore, my beloved breth-

ren, be steadfast, immovable, al-
ways abounding in the work of the
Lord, knowing that your labor is not
in vain in the Lord.

Conclusion: Instructions and
Personal Greetings, 16

16NOW concerning the jcollec-
tion for the saints, as I have

given orders to the kchurches of Ga-
latia, so you must do also:

2On the lfirst day of the week let
each one of you lay something
aside, storing up as he may prosper,
that there be no mcollections when
I come.

3And when I come, whomever
you approve by your letters I will
send to bear your gift to Jerusalem.

4But if it is fitting that I go also,
they will go with me.

5Now I will ncome to you when I
pass through oMacedonia (for I am
passing through Macedonia).

6And it may be that I will remain,
or even spend the winter with you,
that you may send me on my jour-
ney, wherever I go.

7For I do not wish to see you now
on the way; but I hope to stay a
while with you, pif the Lord permits.

8But I will tarry in Ephesus until
qPentecost.

9For a great and effective door has
opened to me, and there are many
radversaries.

10And if sTimothy comes, see that

16:10
t Cp. Phil. 2:19-

22

16:11
u 1 Tim. 4:12; cp.

Luke 10:16;
1 Thess. 4:8

16:12
v See Acts 18:24,

note

16:13
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2:15

16:14
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note)

16:15
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16:16
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16:17
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1 Cor. 16:19;
2 Tim. 4:19

dd Cp. Col. 4:15

16:20
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d Cp. Hos. 13:14
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note
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1 John 5:4
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cal): vv. 1,19;
2 Cor. 1:1. (Acts
8:3; Phil. 1:1,
note)

16:2
l Cp. Acts 20:7

m See 2 Cor. 8:1,
note

16:5
n 2 Cor. 1:15

o Acts 19:21-22
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16:8
q Lev. 23:15-22

16:9
r Cp. Phil. 3:18
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he may be with you without fear;
for he tdoes the work of the Lord, as
I also do.

11Therefore let no one udespise
him. But send him on his journey in
peace, that he may come to me; for
I am waiting for him with the breth-
ren.

12Now concerning our brother
vApollos, I strongly urged him to
come to you with the brethren, but
he was quite unwilling to come at
this time; however, he will come
when he has a convenient time.

13wWatch, xstand fast in the faith,
be brave, be strong.

14Let all that you do be done with
ylove.

15I urge you, brethren—you know
the household of zStephanas, that it
is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that
they have devoted themselves to the
ministry of the saints—

16that you also aasubmit to such,
and to everyone who works and
labors with us.

17I am glad about the coming of
Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achai-
cus, for what was lacking on your
part they bbsupplied.

18For they refreshed my spirit and
yours. Therefore acknowledge such
men.

19The kchurches of Asia greet
you. Aquila and ccPriscilla greet you
heartily in the Lord, with the
kchurch that is in their ddhouse.

20All the brethren greet you.
Greet one another with a holy
eekiss.

21The salutation with my own
hand—Paul’s.

22If anyone does not love the
Lord Jesus Christ, let him be ac-
cursed.* O Lord, come!*

23The ffgrace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with you.

24My love be with you all in
Christ Jesus. Amen.
*15:55 NU-Text reads O Death, where is your
victory? O Death, where is your sting?
*16:22 Greek anathema * Aramaic Maranatha

16:2 lay something aside. The essential features of
Christian giving are stated here: (1) the time of the giving;
(2) the regularity of the giving; (3) the participants in giving;
(4) the basis of the giving; and (5) the manner of the giving.
For further details see 2 Cor. 8—9, with 2 Cor. 8:1, note.

16:17 coming of. Greek parousia, meaning personal
presence.

Priscilla and Aquila: A Christian couple who led a
house church in Epheseus.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Paul Paul’s Authority c. A.D. 57

Background
The Second Epistle to the Corinthians was written within a year of the first letter to the same church. Paul’s spiritual bur-
den was great; for, in addition to the problems with which the apostle had to deal in his first letter, a wave of distrust in
relation to Paul himself had now swept through the church. Some said he was not sincere; others even questioned
whether he had apostolic authority. Consequently, Paul here defends his authority by placing before the church the over-
whelming evidence of his sincerity in serving God. Thus this Epistle is very personal and autobiographical.

Here, then, is an unusual accumulation of words expressing suffering of mind, heart, and body: “affliction,” “anguish,”
“beaten,” “beatings,” “conflicts,” “danger,” “hunger,” “persecutions,” “punished,” “sorrow,” “suffered,” “sufferings,”
“tears,” “tumults,” “weak,” and “weakness.” At the same time the words “comfort” and “comforted” are found here more
frequently than in other Pauline writings; also such words as “joy,” “rejoicing,” and “triumph” are prominent. No other
Christian could match the sufferings and achievements recorded in chapters 10—12.

Outline
The Epistle may be divided as follows:

Introduction 1:1–11
I. Paul’s Principles of Action in His Ministry 1:12—7:16

A. Background to His Appeal 1:12—2:13
B. New Covenant Ministry 2:14—6:10

1. Triumphant 2:14–17
2. Accredited 3:1–5
3. Spiritual and Glorious, Not Legal 3:6–18
4. Honest, Not Deceitful 4:1–7
5. Its Suffering 4:8–18
6. Its Ambition 5:1–10
7. Its Moving Motives 5:11–21
8. Its Supernatural Character 6:1–10

C. Appeal for Separation and Understanding of Paul 6:11—7:16
II. Concerning the Collection for the Poor at Jerusalem 8:1—9:15

A. Example of Macedonia 8:1–7
B. Example of Christ 8:8–15
C. Trusted Representatives 8:16–24
D. Encouragement Based on God’s Generosity 9:1–15

III. Paul’s Defense of His Apostolic Authority 10:1—13:10
A. Divine Authentication 10:1–18

B. Godly Jealousy 11:1–2
C. Warning Against False Teachers 11:3–15
D. Paul’s Continual Boasting 11:16—12:10
E. Warning 12:11–21
F. Exhortation to Self-examination 13:1–10

Conclusion 13:11–14
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Introduction, 1:1–11

1PAUL, an aapostle of Jesus Christ
by the will of God, and bTimothy

our brother,

To the cchurch of God which is at
Corinth, with all the dsaints who
are in all Achaia:

2eGrace to you and peace from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

3Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies and God of all comfort,

4who fcomforts us in all our tribu-
lation, that we may be able to com-
fort those who are in any trouble,
with the comfort with which we
ourselves are comforted by God.

5For as the gsufferings of Christ
abound in us, so our consolation
also abounds through Christ.

6Now if we are afflicted, it is for
your consolation and hsalvation,
which is effective for enduring the
same sufferings which we also suf-
fer. Or if we are comforted, it is for
your consolation and hsalvation.

7And our hope for you is stead-
fast, because we know that ias you
are partakers of the sufferings, so
also you will partake of the consola-
tion.

8For we do not want you to be ig-
norant, jbrethren, of our k trouble
which came to us in Asia: that we
were burdened beyond measure,
above strength, so that we de-
spaired even of life.

9Yes, we had the lsentence of
death in ourselves, that we should
not mtrust in ourselves but in God
who nraises the dead,

10who delivered us from so great
a odeath, and does* deliver us; in
whom we trust that He will still de-
liver us,

11you also helping together in
prayer for us, that thanks may be giv-
en by many persons on our* behalf
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k Acts 19:23-41

1:9
l Cp. Matt. 27:24-

26

m Cp. Jer. 17:5
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9; 2 Cor. 4:14.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
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7:12; Job 5:19-
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for the gift granted to us through
many.

I. Paul’s Principles of Action
in His Ministry, 1:12—7:16

12For our boasting is this: the
ptestimony of our conscience that
we conducted ourselves in the
world in simplicity and godly qsin-
cerity, not with fleshly rwisdom but
by the sgrace of God, and more
abundantly toward you.

13For we are not writing any oth-
er things to you than what you read
or understand. Now I trust you will
understand, even to the end

14(as also you have understood us
in part), that we are your boast as
you also are ours, in the tday of the
Lord Jesus.

Paul explains his delay
15And in this confidence I intend-

ed to come to you before, that you
might have a second benefit—

16to upass by way of you to Mace-
donia, to come again from Macedo-
nia to you, and be helped by you on
my way to Judea.

17Therefore, when I was planning
this, did I do it lightly? Or the things
I plan, do I plan according to the
vflesh, that with me there should be
Yes, Yes, and No, No?

18But as God is w faithful, our
word to you was not Yes and No.

19For the xSon of God, Jesus
Christ, who was ypreached among
you by us—by me, zSilvanus, and
aaTimothy—was not Yes and No,
but in Him was Yes.

20For all the bbpromises of God in
Him are Yes, and in Him ccAmen, to
the glory of God through us.

21Now He who establishes us
with you in Christ and has ddanoint-
ed us is God,

22who also has eesealed us and
*1:10 NU-Text reads shall. *1:11 M-Text reads
your behalf.

Timothy: honoring God. A young Christian who trav-
eled with Paul on his journeys. Paul addressed two
letters to him.

1:6 afflicted. What Paul and Timothy suffered for the

sake of the Lord Jesus, and the encouragement that they re-
ceived, were intended to encourage others also to suffer for
Christ’s sake.

1:10 trust. Or hope. Jer. 17:7; 1 Tim. 4:10.
1:12 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
1:13 trust. Or hope. Jer. 17:7; 1 Tim. 4:10.



and a pdoor was opened to me by
the Lord,

13I had no rest in my spirit, be-
cause I did not find qTitus my broth-
er; but taking my leave of them, I
departed for Macedonia.

New covenant ministry: 
(1) it is triumphant

14Now thanks be to God who al-
ways leads us in triumph in Christ,
and through us diffuses the fragrance
of His knowledge in every place.

15For we are to God the fragrance
of Christ among those who are be-
ing rsaved and among those who
are sperishing.

16To the one we are the aroma of
death leading to death, and to the
other the aroma of life leading to
tlife. And who is usufficient for these
things?

17For we are not, as so many,*
peddling the word of God; but as of
vsincerity, but as from God, we
speak in the sight of God in Christ.

The ministry: (2) accredited

3DO we begin again to commend
ourselves? Or do we need, as

some others, epistles of commenda-
tion to you or letters of commenda-
tion from you?

2wYou are our epistle written in
our hearts, known and read by all
men;

3clearly you are an epistle of
Christ, ministered by us, written
not with ink but by the xSpirit of
the living God, not yon tablets of
stone but on tablets of zflesh, that
is, of the heart.

4And we have such trust through
Christ toward God.

5Not that we are sufficient of our-
selves to think of anything as being
from ourselves, but our sufficiency
is from aaGod,

The ministry: (3) spiritual
and glorious, not legal

6who also made us sufficient as

given us the aSpirit in our hearts as
a guarantee.

23Moreover I call God as witness
against my soul, that to spare you I
came bno more to Corinth.

24Not that we have dominion
over your c faith, but are fellow
workers for your joy; for by cfaith
you stand.

Repentance not to be regretted

2BUT I determined this within
myself, that I would not come

again to you in dsorrow.
2For if I make you esorrowful,

then who is he who makes me glad
but the one who is made sorrowful
by me?

3And I fwrote this very thing to
you, lest, when I came, I should
have sorrow over those from whom
I ought to have joy, having confi-
dence in you all that my joy is the
joy of you all.

4For out of much affliction and
anguish of heart I gwrote to you,
with many tears, not that you
should be grieved, but that you
might know the hlove which I have
so abundantly for you.

5But if anyone has caused grief, he
has not grieved me, but all of you to
some extent—not to be too severe.

6This punishment which was iin-
flicted by the majority is sufficient
for such a man,

7so that, on the contrary, you
ought rather to forgive and comfort
him, lest perhaps such a one be swal-
lowed up with too much sorrow.

8Therefore I urge you to reaffirm
your jlove to him.

9For to this end I also kwrote, that
I might put you to the test, whether
you are obedient in all things.

10Now whom you l forgive any-
thing, I also forgive. For if indeed I
have lforgiven anything, I have for-
given* that one for your sakes in the
presence of Christ,

11lest mSatan should take advan-
tage of us; for we are not ignorant of
his ndevices.

12Furthermore, when I came to
Troas to preach Christ’s ogospel,
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*2:10 NU-Text reads indeed, what I have forgiven,
if I have forgiven anything, I did it for your sakes.
*2:17 M-Text reads the rest.

2:12 by. Literally in.
3:3 tablets of stone. That is, The Ten Commandments.

3:4 trust. Or confidence.



ministers of the new acovenant, not
of the letter but of the Spirit;* for
the letter kills, but the bSpirit cgives
dlife.

7But if the ministry of edeath,
written and engraved fon stones,
was glorious, so that the gchildren
of Israel could not look steadily at
the face of Moses because of the
glory of his countenance, which glo-
ry was passing away,

8how will the hministry of the
bSpirit not be more glorious?

9For if the ministry of condemna-
tion had glory, the ministry of irigh-
teousness exceeds much more in
glory.

10For even what was made glori-
ous had no glory in this respect, be-
cause of the glory that excels.

11For if what is passing away was
glorious, what remains is much
more glorious.

12Therefore, since we have such
hope, we use great boldness of
speech—

13unlike jMoses, who put a veil
over his face so that the gchildren of
Israel could not look steadily at the
end of what was passing away.

14But their minds were kblinded.
For until this day the same veil re-
mains unlifted in the reading of the
Old Testament, because the veil is
taken away in Christ.

15But even to this day, when lMo-
ses is read, a mveil lies on their
heart.
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16Nevertheless nwhen one turns

to the Lord, the veil is taken away.
17Now the Lord is the bSpirit; and

where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is oliberty.

18But we all, with unveiled face,
beholding as in a mirror the glory of
the Lord, are being ptransformed into
the same image from glory to glory,
just as by the bSpirit of the Lord.

The ministry: (4) honest,
not deceitful

4THEREFORE, since we have this
ministry, as we have received

mercy, we do qnot lose heart.

(Because the truth taught is
commended by the life)

2But we have renounced the hid-
den things of shame, not walking in
craftiness nor handling the rword of
God deceitfully, but by manifesta-
tion of the truth commending our-
selves to every man’s conscience in
the sight of God.

(Because not self but Christ
Jesus as Lord is preached)

3But even if our rgospel is sveiled,
it is veiled to those who are tperish-
ing,

4whose minds uthe vgod of this
age has blinded, who do not be-
lieve, lest the light of the rgospel of
the glory of Christ, who is the im-
age of God, should shine on them.
*3:6 Or spirit

3:6 the letter. Compare Rom. 2:29; 7:6. “The letter” is a
Paulinism for the law, as “spirit” in other passages is his word
for the relationships and powers of new life in Christ Jesus.
Here in ch. 3 is presented a series of contrasts between law
and spirit, between the old covenant and the new. The con-
trast is not between two methods of interpretation, literal and
spiritual, but between two methods of divine dealing: one,
through the law; the other, through the Holy Spirit.

3:7 stones. That is, The Ten Commandments. was
glorious. Literally came with glory.

3:10 excels. Or surpasses.

Moses: saved from the water. The great leader of the
Israelites who led them out of slavery in Egypt to the
Promised Land.

3:14 Testament. Or Covenant.
3:18 transformed. In the Greek the same word (meta-

morphoō) is rendered “transfigured” in Matt. 17:2; Mark 9:2.
4:4 age. Greek aiōn. See Mark 10:30, note.

3:11 GOD’S MORAL LAW

God’s moral law proceeds from the righteousness of
God and can never be abolished. The Mosaic law, as
an expression of this moral law is “passing away” in
that it has been superseded by another law, that is, the
standards of grace revealed in the NT. The believer is
now under law to Christ (1 Cor. 9:21, and note; com-
pare Rom. 8:2–4).

Although the Christian is not under the Mosaic law as
a rule of life, some of the law of Moses is restated in the
NT, that is, nine of the Ten Commandments are includ-
ed. The Mosaic law still constitutes a revelation of the
righteousness of God and remains as a part of Scripture
which “is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc-
tion, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of
God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every
good work” (2 Tim. 3:16–17; compare Rom. 15:4).



perishing, yet the minward man is
being nrenewed day by day.

17For our olight affliction, which
is but for a moment, is working for
us a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory,

18while we do not look at the
things which are seen, but at the
things which are pnot seen. For the
things which are seen are tempo-
rary, but the things which are not
seen are eternal.

The ministry: (6) its ambition (v. 9)

5FOR we know that if our earthly
house, this tent, is qdestroyed,

we have a building from God, a
house rnot made with hands, eter-
nal in the heavens.

2For in this we groan, earnestly
desiring to be clothed with our
habitation which is from heaven,

3if indeed, having been clothed,
we shall not be found naked.

4For we who are in this tent
groan, being burdened, not because
we want to be unclothed, but fur-
ther clothed, that mortality may be
swallowed up by slife.

5Now He who has prepared us for
this very thing is God, who also has
given us the tSpirit as a guarantee.

6So we are always confident,
knowing that while we are at home
in the body we are absent from the
Lord.

7For we walk by u faith, not by
sight.

8We are confident, yes, well
pleased rather to be vabsent from
the body and to be present with the
Lord.

9Therefore we make it our aim,
whether present or absent, to be
well pleasing to Him.

10For we must all appear before
the w judgment seat of Christ, that
each one may receive the things
done in the body, according to what
he has done, whether xgood or bad.

5For we do not preach ourselves,
but Christ Jesus the Lord, and our-
selves your bondservants for Jesus’
sake.

6For it is the God who acom-
manded light to shine out of dark-
ness, who has bshone in our hearts
to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ.

(Because the power is of God
alone; cp. 1 Cor. 2:1–5)

7But we have this treasure in
earthen vessels, that the excellence
of the power may be of God and not
of cus.

The ministry: (5) suffering
8We are hard pressed on every

side, yet not crushed; we are per-
plexed, but not in despair;

9persecuted, but not d forsaken;
struck down, but not edestroyed—

10always carrying about in the
body the dying of the Lord Jesus,
that the f life of Jesus also may be
manifested in our body.

11For we who live are always de-
livered to death for Jesus’ sake, that
the life of Jesus also may be mani-
fested in our mortal flesh.

12So then death is working in us,
but life in you.

13And since we have the same
spirit of faith, according to what is
gwritten, h“I ibelieved and there-
fore I spoke,” we also believe and
therefore speak,

14knowing that He who jraised up
the Lord Jesus will also jraise us up
with Jesus, and will present us with
you.

15For all things are for your sakes,
that kgrace, having spread through
the many, may cause thanksgiving
to abound to the glory of God.

16Therefore we do lnot lose heart.
Even though our outward man is

4:16
m Cp. Job 32:8

n Col. 3:10; cp. Is.
40:31

4:17
o Cp. Rom. 8:18

4:18
p Heb. 11:1; cp.

2 Cor. 5:7

5:1
q Death (physi-

cal): v. 1; 2 Cor.
5:8. (Gen. 2:17;
Heb. 9:27, note)

r Mark 14:58

5:4
s Life (eternal): v.

4; Gal. 2:20.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

5:5
t Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 5; 2 Cor. 6:6.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

5:7
u Faith: v. 7;

2 Cor. 6:15.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

5:8
v Death (physi-

cal): v. 8; 2 Cor.
7:10. (Gen.
2:17; Heb. 9:27,
note)

5:10
w Judgments (the

seven): v. 10;
2 Cor. 13:5.
(2 Sam. 7:14;
Rev. 20:12,
note)

x Rewards: v. 10;
Eph. 6:8. (Dan.
12:3; 1 Cor.
3:14, note)

4:6
a Gen. 1:3

b Cp. 2 Pet. 1:19

4:7
c Cp. 2 Cor. 3:5

4:9
d Heb. 13:5; cp.

Matt. 28:20

e Cp. Mic. 7:8

4:10
f Life (eternal): vv.

10-12; 2 Cor.
5:4. (Matt. 7:14;
Rev. 22:19,
note)

4:13
g Inspiration: v.

13; 2 Cor. 6:2.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

h Ps. 116:10

i Faith: v. 13;
2 Cor. 5:7.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

4:14
j Resurrection: v.

14; 2 Cor. 5:15.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

4:15
k Grace: v. 15;

2 Cor. 6:1. (John
1:14; John 1:17,
note). See 2 Pet.
3:18, note

4:16
l 4:1; Gal. 6:9;

cp. Rev. 2:3

1600 2 CORINTHIANS 4:5—5:10

4:10 dying. Literally putting to death. Compare 1 Cor.
15:31.

5:10 The judgment of the believer’s works, not sins, is
under discussion here. His sins have been atoned for and
are remembered no more forever (Heb. 10:17); but every
work must come into judgment (Matt. 12:36; Rom. 14:10;
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The ministry: (7) its moving motives
11Knowing, therefore, the terror

of the Lord, we persuade men; but
we are well known to God, and I
also trust are well known in your
consciences.

12For we do not commend our-
selves again to you, but give you op-
portunity to boast on our behalf,
that you may have an answer for
those who boast in appearance and
not in heart.

13For if we are beside ourselves,
it is for God; or if we are of sound
mind, it is for you.

14For the alove of Christ compels
us, because we judge thus: that if
One bdied for all, then all died;

15and He cdied for all, that those
who live should live no longer for
themselves, but for Him who died
for them and drose again.

16Therefore, from now on, we re-
gard no one according to the eflesh.
Even though we have known Christ
according to the flesh, yet now we
know Him thus no longer.

17Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation; old
things have passed away; behold, all
things have become fnew.

18Now all things are of God, who
has greconciled us to Himself
hthrough Jesus Christ, and has giv-
en us the ministry of greconcilia-
tion,

19that is, that God was in Christ
ireconciling the world to Himself,
not j imputing their k trespasses to
them, and has committed to us the
word of ireconciliation.

20Now then, we are lambassadors
for Christ, as though God were
pleading through us: we implore
you on Christ’s behalf, be mrecon-
ciled to God.

21For He nmade Him who knew
no sin to be osin for us, that we
might become the prighteousness of
God in Him.
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The ministry: (8) supernatural

6WE then, as workers together
with Him also plead with you

not to receive the qgrace of God in
vain.

2For He rsays:

“In s an acceptable time I have
heard you,

And in the day of tsalvation I
have helped you.”

Behold, now is the accepted time;
behold, now is the day of salvation.

3We give no offense in anything,
that our ministry may not be
blamed.

4But in all things we commend
ourselves as uministers of God: in
much patience, in tribulations, in
needs, in distresses,

5in stripes, in imprisonments, in
tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness,
in fastings;

6by purity, by knowledge, by long-
suffering, by kindness, by the Holy
vSpirit, by sincere wlove,

7by the word of truth, by the
power of God, by the armor of
xrighteousness on the right hand
and on the left,

8by honor and dishonor, by evil
report and good report; as de-
ceivers, and yet true;

9as unknown, and yet well
known; as ydying, and behold we
live; as chastened, and yet not
killed;

10as sorrowful, yet always rejoic-
ing; as poor, yet making many zrich;
as having nothing, and yet possess-
ing all things.

Appeal to separation and cleansing
11O Corinthians! We have spoken

openly to you, our heart is wide
open.

12You are not restricted by us, but
you are restricted by your own af-
fections.

13Now in return for the same (I
speak as to children), you also be
open.

5:11 terror. Or fear. Compare Matt. 10:28. trust. Or
hope.

5:14 then all died. All believers are regarded by God as
having died with Christ (Rom. 6:6). We must, therefore,
count upon this as being so, and live accordingly (see

Rom. 6:11, note).
5:16 according to the flesh. That is, from the human

viewpoint.
5:19 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.



7THEREFORE, having these
fpromises, beloved, let us

cleanse ourselves from all filthiness
of the mflesh and spirit, nperfecting
oholiness in the fear of God.

The heart of Paul
2Open your hearts to us. We have

wronged no one, we have corrupted
no one, we have cheated no one.

3I do not say this to condemn; for
I have said before that you are in
our hearts, to die together and to
live together.

4Great is my boldness of speech
toward you, great is my boasting on
your behalf. I am filled with com-
fort. I am exceedingly joyful in all
our tribulation.

5For indeed, when we came to
Macedonia, our bodies had no rest,
but we were troubled on every side.
Outside were conflicts, inside were
fears.

6Nevertheless God, who pcom-
forts the downcast, comforted us by
the coming of qTitus,

7and not only by his coming, but
also by the consolation with which
he was comforted in you, when he
told us of your earnest desire, your
mourning, your zeal for me, so that
I rejoiced even more.

8For even if I made you rsorry
with my letter, I do not regret it;
though I did regret it. For I perceive
that the same epistle made you sor-
ry, though only for a while.

9Now I rejoice, not that you were
made sorry, but that your sorrow led
to srepentance. For you were made
sorry in a godly manner, that you
might suffer loss from us in nothing.

10For godly tsorrow produces sre-
pentance leading to usalvation, not
to be regretted; but the sorrow of
the world produces vdeath.

11For observe this very thing, that
you sorrowed in a godly manner:
What diligence it produced in you,
what wclearing of yourselves, what
indignation, what fear, what vehe-
ment desire, what zeal, what vindi-

14Do not be aunequally yoked to-
gether with unbelievers. For what
fellowship has brighteousness with
c lawlessness? And what commu-
nion has light with darkness?

15And what accord has Christ
with Belial? Or what part has a dbe-
liever with an unbeliever?

16And what agreement has the
temple of God with idols? For you*

are the etemple of the living God.
As God has fsaid:

“I g will dwell in them
And walk among them.

h I will be their God,
And they shall be My people.”*

17Therefore

“Come i out from among them
And be jseparate, fsays the

Lord.
Do not touch what is unclean,
And I will receive you.”*

18“I will kbe a Father to you,
And you shall be My lsons and

daughters,
fSays the LORD Almighty.”*
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*6:16 NU-Text reads we. * Jeremiah 32:38
*6:17 Ezekiel 20:34,41 *6:18 2 Samuel 7:14

6:16 temple of God. Greek naos, the sanctuary itself.
7:10 world. Greek kosmos. See Rev. 13:8, note.

6:17 SEPARATION, SUMMARY

(1) Separation in Scripture is twofold: (a) from what-
ever is contrary to the mind of God; and (b) to God
Himself. The underlying principle is that in a moral uni-
verse it is impossible for God fully to bless and use His
children who are in compromise or complicity with evil.

(2) Separation from evil implies (a) separation in de-
sire, motive, and act, from the world, in the ethically
bad sense of this present world system (see Rev. 13:8,
note); and (b) separation from false teachers, who are
described as being “vessels . . . for dishonor” (2 Tim.
2:20–21; 2 John 9–11).

(3) Separation is not from contact with evil in the world
or the church, but from complicity with and conformity to
it (vv. 14–18; compare John 17:15; Gal. 6:1). And

(4) the reward of separation is the full manifestation
of the divine fatherhood (vv. 17–18); unhindered com-
munion and worship (see Heb. 13:13–15), and fruitful
service (2 Tim. 2:21), as world conformity involves the
loss of these, though not of salvation. Here, as in all
else, Christ is the model. He was “holy, harmless, un-
defiled, separate from sinners” (Heb. 7:26), and yet He
was in such contact with them for their salvation that
the Pharisees, who illustrate the mechanical and ascetic
conception of separation (Matt. 3:7, note), judged Him
as having lost His Nazirite character (Luke 7:39). Com-
pare 1 Cor. 9:19–23; 10:27.



cation! In all things you proved your-
selves to be aclear in this matter.

12Therefore, although I bwrote to
you, I did not do it for the sake of
him who had done the wrong, nor
for the sake of him who suffered
wrong, but that our care for you in
the sight of God might appear to
you.

13Therefore we have been com-
forted in your comfort. And we re-
joiced exceedingly more for the joy
of Titus, because his spirit has been
refreshed by you all.

14For if in anything I have boast-
ed to him about you, I am not
ashamed. But as we spoke all things
to you in truth, even so our boasting
to Titus was found true.

15And his caffections are greater
for you as he remembers the dobe-
dience of you all, how with fear and
trembling you received him.

16Therefore I rejoice that I have
econfidence in you in everything.

II. Concerning the Collection for
the Poor at Jerusalem, 8:1—9:15

(1) Example of Macedonia

8MOREOVER, fbrethren, we
make known to you the ggrace

of God bestowed on the hchurches
of Macedonia:

2that in a great trial of affliction
the iabundance of their joy and
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their deep poverty abounded in the
riches of their liberality.

3For I bear witness that according
to their ability, yes, and beyond their
ability, they were freely willing,

4imploring us with much urgency
that we would receive* the gift and
the fellowship of the ministering to
the jsaints.

5And not only as we had hoped,
but they first kgave themselves to
the Lord, and then to us by the lwill
of God.

6So we urged mTitus, that as he
had begun, so he would also com-
plete this ngrace in you as well.

(2) Example of Christ
7But as you abound in every-

thing—in o faith, in pspeech, in
knowledge, in all diligence, and in
your love for us—see that you
qabound in this rgrace also.

8I sspeak not by commandment,
but I am testing the sincerity of your
tlove by the diligence of others.

9For you know the ugrace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that though He
was rich, yet for your sakes He be-
came vpoor, that you through His
poverty might become wrich.

10And in this I give advice: It is to
your advantage not only to be doing
what you began and were xdesiring
to do a year ago;

11but now you also must com-
plete the doing of it; that as there
was a readiness to ydesire it, so
there also may be a completion out
of what you have.

12For if there is first a zwilling
mind, it is accepted according to
what one has, and not according to
what he does aanot have.

13For I do not mean that others
should be eased and you burdened;

14but by an equality, that now at
this time your abundance may sup-
ply their lack, that their abundance
also may supply your lack—that
there may be bbequality.

15As it is ccwritten, dd“He who
gathered much had nothing left
over, and he who gathered little had
no lack.”
*8:4 NU-Text and M-Text omit that we would
receive, thus changing text to urgency for the favor
and fellowship . . . .

8:1 THE DOCTRINE OF GIVING

In 2 Cor. 8—9, the apostle epitomizes the Christian
doctrine of giving. It may be thus summarized:

(1) It is a “grace,” that is, a disposition created by the
Spirit (8:7).

(2) In contrast with the law, which imposed giving as
a divine requirement, Christian giving is voluntary, and
a test of sincerity and love (8:8–12; 9:1–2,5,7).

(3) The privilege is universal, belonging, according
to ability, to rich and poor (8:1–3,12–15. Compare
1 Cor. 16:1–2).

(4) Giving is to be proportioned to income (8:12–14;
compare 1 Cor. 16:2). The OT proportion was the tithe,
a proportion which antedates the law (Gen. 14:20), as
well as numerous stated offerings. And

(5) the rewards of Christian giving are (a) joy (8:2);
(b) increased ability to give in proportion to that which
has been already given (9:7–11); (c) increased thankful-
ness to God (9:12); and (d) God and the Gospel glori-
fied (9:13–14). See 1 Cor. 16:2, note.



we (not to mention you!) should be
ashamed of this confident boasting.*

5Therefore I thought it necessary
to exhort the brethren to go to you
ahead of time, and prepare your gen-
erous gift beforehand, which you
had previously promised, that it may
be ready as a matter of generosity
and not as a grudging obligation.

6But this I say: He who sows spar-
ingly will also reap sparingly, and he
who sows bountifully will also reap
bountifully.

7So let each one give as he pur-
poses in his heart, qnot grudgingly
or of rnecessity; for God loves a
cheerful giver.

8And God is able to make all
sgrace abound toward you, that you,
always having all sufficiency in all
things, may have an abundance for
every good work.

9As it is twritten:

“Heu has dispersed abroad,
He has given to the poor;
His vrighteousness endures

forever.”
10Now may* He who supplies

seed to the sower, and bread for
food, supply and multiply the seed
you have sown and w increase the
fruits of your xrighteousness,

11while you are yenriched in
everything for all liberality, which
causes thanksgiving through us to
God.

12For the administration of this
service not only supplies the needs
of the zsaints, but also is abounding
through many thanksgivings to God,

13while, through the proof of this
ministry, they glorify God for the
obedience of your confession to the
aagospel of Christ, and for your lib-
eral sharing with them and all men,

14and by their prayer for you,
who long for you because of the ex-
ceeding bbgrace of God in you.

15ccThanks be to God for His in-
describable ddgift!

(3) Trusted representatives
16But thanks be to God who puts*

the same earnest care for you into
the heart of aTitus.

17For he not only accepted the ex-
hortation, but being more diligent,
he went to you of his own accord.

18And we have sent with him the
bbrother whose praise is in the
cgospel throughout all the dchurches,

19and not only that, but who was
also chosen by the echurches to
travel with us with this gift, which
is administered by us to the glory of
the Lord Himself and to show your
ready mind,

20avoiding this: that anyone
should blame us in this lavish gift
which is administered by us—

21 fproviding honorable things,
not only in the sight of the Lord, but
also in the sight of men.

22And we have sent with them
our brother whom we have often
proved diligent in many things, but
now much more diligent, because
of the great confidence which we
have in you.

23If anyone inquires about gTitus,
he is my partner and fellow worker
concerning you. Or if our brethren
are inquired about, they are hmes-
sengers of the ichurches, the glory
of Christ.

24Therefore show to them, and*

before the jchurches the proof of
your klove and of our lboasting on
your behalf.

(4) Encouragement: no man
can outgive God

9NOW concerning the mminister-
ing to the nsaints, it is osuperflu-

ous for me to write to you;
2for I know your willingness,

about which I boast of you to the
Macedonians, that Achaia was
ready a pyear ago; and your zeal has
stirred up the majority.

3Yet I have sent the brethren, lest
our boasting of you should be in
vain in this respect, that, as I said,
you may be ready;

4lest if some Macedonians come
with me and find you unprepared,
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*8:16 NU-Text reads has put. *8:24 NU-Text
and M-Text omit and. *9:4 NU-Text reads this
confidence. *9:10 NU-Text reads Now He who
supplies . . . will supply . . . .

9:6 bountifully. Literally with blessings. Prov. 11:24-26;
19:17; 22:9; compare Gal. 6:7-8.

9:7 cheerful. Greek hilaros, whence English hilarious.
Compare Ex. 25:2.



III. Paul’s Defense of His Apostolic
Authority (cp. Gal. 1:11—2:21),

10:1—13:10

(1) Divine authentication

10NOW I, Paul, myself am
apleading with you by the

meekness and gentleness of
Christ—who in bpresence am lowly
among you, but being absent am
bold toward you.

2But I cbeg you that when I am
present I may not be bold dwith that
confidence by which I intend to be
bold against some, who think of us
as if we walked according to the
eflesh.

3For though we walk in the flesh,
we do not war according to the
fflesh.

4For the gweapons of our hwar-
fare are not carnal but mighty in
God for pulling down strongholds,

5casting down arguments and
every high thing that exalts itself
against the knowledge of God,
bringing every thought into captivi-
ty ito the jobedience of Christ,

6and being ready to punish all dis-
obedience when your kobedience is
fulfilled.

7Do you look at things according
to the loutward appearance? If any-
one is convinced in himself that he
is Christ’s, let him again consider
this in himself, that just as he is
Christ’s, even so mwe are Christ’s.*

8For even if I should boast some-
what more about our nauthority,
which the Lord gave us* for oedifi-
cation and not for your destruction,
I shall not be ashamed—

9lest I seem to terrify you by let-
ters.

10“For his letters,” they say, “are
weighty and powerful, but his bodi-
ly presence is pweak, and his
speech qcontemptible.”

11Let such a person consider this,
that what we are in word by letters
when we are absent, such we will
also be in deed when we are pres-
ent.

12For rwe dare not class ourselves
or compare ourselves with those
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who commend themselves. But they,
measuring themselves by them-
selves, and comparing themselves
among themselves, are not wise.

13We, however, will not boast be-
yond measure, but swithin the limits
of the sphere which God appointed
us—a sphere which especially in-
cludes you.

14For we are not overextending
ourselves (as though our authority
did not extend to you), for it was to
you that we came with the tgospel
of Christ;

15not boasting of things beyond
measure, that is, u in other men’s
labors, but having hope, that as your
vfaith is increased, we shall be great-
ly enlarged by you in our sphere,

16to preach the wgospel in the re-
gions xbeyond you, and not to boast
in yanother man’s sphere of accom-
plishment.

17But “he who glories, let him
zglory in the LORD.”

18For not he who aacommends
himself is approved, but whom the
Lord commends.

(2) Godly jealousy

11OH, that you would bear
with me in a little folly—and

indeed you do bear with me.
2For I am jealous for you with

godly jealousy. For I have bbbe-
trothed you to one husband, that I
may present ccyou as a chaste virgin
to Christ.

(3) Warning against false teachers
3But I fear, lest somehow, as the

ddserpent eedeceived Eve by his
ffcraftiness, so your minds may be
corrupted from the simplicity* that
is in Christ.

4For if he who comes preaches
gganother Jesus whom we have not
preached, or if you receive a differ-
ent spirit which you have not re-
ceived, or a different gospel which
you have not accepted—you may
well put up with it!
*10:7 NU-Text reads even as we are.
*10:8 NU-Text omits us. *11:3 NU-Text adds
and purity.

10:4 carnal. That is, fleshly.
11:2 betrothed. Union with Christ is likened to the

marriage relationship (see Eph. 5:32, note).
11:4 you . . . with it. Paul speaks ironically.



19For you put up with fools gladly,
since you yourselves are wise!

20For you put up with it oif one
brings you into bondage, pif one de-
vours you, qif one takes from you,
rif one exalts himself, if one strikes
you on the face.

21To our sshame I say that we
were too weak for that! But in what-
ever anyone is bold—I speak fool-
ishly—I am bold also.

22Are they tHebrews? So am I.
Are they Israelites? So am I. Are
they the seed of Abraham? So am I.

23Are they uministers of
Christ?—I speak as a fool—I am
more: in labors more abundant, in
stripes above measure, in prisons
more frequently, in deaths often.

24From the Jews five times I re-
ceived vforty wstripes minus one.

25Three times I was xbeaten with
rods; once I was ystoned; three
times I was zshipwrecked; a night
and a day I have been in the deep;

26in aa journeys often, in perils of
waters, in perils of robbers, in perils
of my own bbcountrymen, in perils
of the Gentiles, in perils in the city,
in perils in the wilderness, in perils
in the sea, in perils among false
brethren;

27in weariness and toil, in sleep-
lessness often, in hunger and thirst,
in cc fastings often, in cold and
nakedness—

28besides the other things, what
comes upon me daily: my deep
ddconcern for all the eechurches.

29 ffWho is weak, and I am not
weak? Who is made to stumble, and
I do not burn with indignation?

30If I must boast, I will ggboast in
the things which concern my infir-
mity.

31The God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who is hhblessed forev-
er, knows that I am not lying.

32In iiDamascus the governor, un-
der Aretas the king, was guarding

5For I consider that I am not at all
ainferior to the most eminent apos-
tles.

6Even though I am buntrained in
speech, yet I am not in cknowledge.
But we have been thoroughly mani-
fested* among you in all things.

7Did I commit dsin in humbling
myself that you might be exalted,
because I preached the egospel of
God to you ffree of charge?

8I robbed other gchurches, taking
wages from them to minister to you.

9And when I was present with
you, and in need, I was a burden to
no one, for what I lacked the
brethren who came from Macedo-
nia supplied. And in everything I
kept myself from being burdensome
to you, and so I will keep myself.

10As the truth of Christ is in me,
no one shall stop me from this
boasting in the regions of Achaia.

11Why? Because I do not h love
you? God knows!

12But what I do, I will also contin-
ue to do, that I may cut off the op-
portunity from those who desire an
opportunity to be regarded just as
we are in the things of which they
boast.

13For such are ifalse apostles, de-
ceitful workers, transforming them-
selves into apostles of Christ.

14And no wonder! For jSatan him-
self transforms himself into an kan-
gel of light.

15Therefore it is no great thing if
his ministers also transform them-
selves into ministers of lrighteous-
ness, whose end will be according
to their works.

(4) Paul’s unwilling boasting
(11:16—12:18)

16I say again, let no one think me
a fool. If otherwise, at least receive
me as a fool, that I also may boast a
little.

17What I speak, I mspeak not ac-
cording to the Lord, but as it were,
foolishly, in this confidence of boast-
ing.

18Seeing that many boast accord-
ing to the nflesh, I also will boast.
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*11:6 NU-Text omits been.

11:6 we have been . . . manifested. That is, we have
made this clear to you.

Abraham: of a great multitude. A man chosen by God
to become the father of the great nation Israel. God
promised Abraham that he would have descendants
as numerous as the stars in the heavens. Abraham was
revered throughout generations for his great faith.



the city of the Damascenes with a
garrison, desiring to arrest me;

33but I was let down in a basket
through a window in the wall, and
escaped from his hands.

Paul’s thorn in the flesh

12IT is doubtless* not profitable
for me to boast. I will come

to avisions and brevelations of the
Lord:

2I know a man in Christ who
fourteen years ago—whether in the
body I do not know, or whether out
of the body I do not know, God
knows—such a one was caught up
to the third heaven.

3And I know such a man—
whether in the body or out of the
body I do not know, God knows—

4how he was caught up into cPar-
adise and heard inexpressible
words, which it is not lawful for a
man to utter.

5Of such a one I will boast; yet of
myself I will not dboast, except in
my infirmities.

6For though I might desire to
boast, I will not be a fool; for I will
speak the truth. But I refrain, lest
anyone should think of me above
what he sees me to be or hears from
me.

7And lest I should be exalted
above measure by the abundance of
the revelations, a ethorn in the flesh
was given to me, a messenger of
fSatan to buffet me, lest I be exalted
above measure.

8Concerning this thing I pleaded
with the Lord gthree times that it
might depart from me.

9And He said to me, “My hgrace
is sufficient for you, for My
strength is made perfect in weak-
ness.” Therefore most gladly I will
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rather boast in my infirmities, that
the power of Christ may rest upon
me.

10Therefore I take pleasure in in-
firmities, in reproaches, in needs, in
persecutions, in distresses, for
Christ’s sake. For when I am weak,
then I am strong.

(5) Warning
11I have become a fool in boast-

ing;* you have compelled me. For I
ought to have been commended by
you; for in nothing was I ibehind
the most eminent apostles, jthough
I am nothing.

12Truly the ksigns of an apostle
were accomplished among you with
all perseverance, in signs and lwon-
ders and mighty mdeeds.

13For what is it in which you
were inferior to other nchurches,
except that I myself was not bur-
densome to you? Forgive me this
wrong!

14Now for the othird time I am
ready to come to you. And I will not
be burdensome to you; pfor I do not
seek yours, but you. For the chil-
dren ought not to lay up for the par-
ents, but the parents for the chil-
dren.

15And I will very gladly spend and
be spent for your souls; though the
more abundantly I q love you, the
less I am loved.

16But be that as it may, I did not
burden you. Nevertheless, being
crafty, I caught you by cunning!

17Did I take advantage of you by
any of those whom I sent to you?
*12:1 NU-Text reads necessary, though not
profitable, to boast. *12:11 NU-Text omits in
boasting.

12:2 caught up. Whereas first century cosmology was
different from that of today, when the Bible speaks about a
subject such as heaven, which is outside the earthly realm,
it can only use the phenomenal language common to men
today as well as in the first century. The NT is no more to
be criticized for speaking of heaven as being “up” than a
scientist is to be charged with ignorance when he speaks of
the sun rising and setting. third heaven. The “third heav-
en” is the abode of God, the first heaven being that of the
clouds, and the second heaven that of the stars.

12:9,10 infirmities. Or weaknesses.

12:7 PAUL’S THORN

Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” was probably some kind of
bodily weakness or disease; possibly it may have been
an eye affliction (see Gal. 6:11, note). Undoubtedly the
reason that its particular nature is not disclosed is so
that Paul’s consolations may avail for all to whom any
type of “thorn” is given. For God’s people, weakness,
infirmity, and even disease may be divinely permitted:

(1) to cause them to be humble (v. 7);
(2) to caution them against presumption in prayer

(v. 8); and
(3) to exhibit the all-sufficiency of God’s grace (v. 9).



in Him, but we shall live with Him
by the power of God toward you.

5nExamine yourselves as to
whether you are in the ofaith. pTest
yourselves. Do you not know your-
selves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—
unless indeed you are disqualified.

6But I trust that you will know
that we are not disqualified.

7Now I* pray to God that you do
no evil, not that we should appear
approved, but that you should do
what is honorable, though we may
seem disqualified.

8qFor we can do nothing against
the truth, but for the truth.

9For we are glad when we are
weak and you are strong. And this
also we pray, that you may be made
complete.

10Therefore I rwrite these things
being absent, lest being present I
should use ssharpness, according to
the tauthority which the Lord has
given me for edification and not for
destruction.

Conclusion, 13:11–14
11Finally, brethren, farewell. Be-

come complete. Be of good comfort,
be of one mind, live in peace; and
the God of love and peace will be
with you.

12Greet one another with a holy
kiss.

13All the saints greet you.
14The ugrace of the Lord Jesus

Christ, and the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy vSpirit be
with you all. Amen.

18I urged Titus, and sent our
abrother with him. Did Titus take
advantage of you? Did we not walk
in the same spirit? Did we not walk
in the same steps?

19Again, do you think* that we
excuse ourselves to you? We speak
before God in Christ. But we do all
things, beloved, for your bedifica-
tion.

20For I fear lest, cwhen I come, I
shall not find you such as I wish,
and that I shall be found by you
such as you do not wish; lest there
dbe contentions, jealousies, out-
bursts of wrath, selfish ambitions,
backbitings, whisperings, conceits,
tumults;

21lest, ewhen I come again, my
God will humble me among you,
and I shall mourn for many who
have fsinned before and have not
grepented of the uncleanness, forni-
cation, and lewdness which they
have practiced.

(6) Exhortation: “Examine
yourselves”

13THIS will be the hthird time I
am coming to you. “By the

mouth of two or three iwitnesses
every word shall be established.”

2I have told you before, and fore-
tell as if I were present the second
time, and now being absent I
jwrite* to those who have ksinned
before, and to all the rest, that if I
come again I will not spare—

3since you seek a proof of Christ
speaking in me, who is not weak to-
ward you, but mighty in you.

4For though He was lcrucified in
weakness, yet He m lives by the
power of God. For we also are weak
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*12:19 NU-Text reads You have been thinking for a
long time. . . . *13:2 NU-Text omits I write.
*13:7 NU-Text reads we.

13:6 trust. Or hope.
13:9 made complete. Or perfected. See Phil. 3:12, note.
13:11 farewell. Or rejoice. complete. Or perfected.

See Phil. 3:12, note.

Titus: protected. A Christian from Greece who served
with Paul. He was given important assignments in
Corinth and Crete.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Paul Salvation by Grace c. A.D. 49 or 52

Background
The Epistle to the Galatians is addressed to a group of churches in Galatia, which was located in the center of what is
now known as Asia Minor. The original inhabitants were Phrygians, with a religion of nature worship. Many Jews lived
in these cities. The Galatians were noted for their impetuosity, fickleness, and love for new and curious things. Paul vis-
ited Galatia on both his first missionary journey (Acts 13:51; 14:8,20, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe being situated in south-
ern Galatia), and on his third (Acts 18:23), although there is no record of his labor in founding these churches. On his sec-
ond missionary journey the apostle was forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach there (Acts 16:6).

At the time Paul was writing, the Galatian churches were facing a double threat, involving purity of doctrine and pu-
rity of conduct. Certain individuals had come into the area who would “distort the gospel of Christ” (1:7; 5:10). They in-
sisted that, while salvation was of Christ, works were also necessary for salvation. The Galatians were already beginning
to yield to this Judaizing, that is, legalistic error (1:6; 3:1), thus returning to a bondage of observing days, months, years,
times, etc. (4:10). Paul overwhelmingly destroys all arguments in favor of mixing the law with faith by pointing out that
Abraham was justified by faith alone 430 years before the giving of the Mosaic law. The apostle answers the comple-
mentary error—that a believer is made spiritually mature by keeping the law—by setting forth the truth of the sanctifying
power of the Holy Spirit, and the richness of life available when He rules the Christian whom He indwells.

Outline
The Epistle may be divided as follows:

Introduction 1:1–5
I. Occasion of the Epistle: The Galatians’ Departure from the True Gospel 1:6–9

II. Paul’s Defense of His Apostolic Ministry 1:10—2:21
A. His Reception of the Gospel from God 1:10–24
B. The Jerusalem Council 2:1–10
C. Withstanding Peter at Antioch 2:11–14
D. The Christian and the Law 2:15–21

III. Justification Is Wholly by Faith, Apart from the Law 3:1–24
A. The Gift of the Spirit by Faith 3:1–5
B. The Abrahamic Covenant and Faith 3:6–9
C. The Curse of the Law 3:10–12
D. Christ’s Bearing the Curse of the Law 3:13–16
E. The Law Preceded by Faith 3:17–18
F. The Intent of the Law 3:19–24

IV. The Rule of the Believer’s Life Is Gracious, Not Legal 3:25—5:1
A. The Justified Believer as a Son 3:25—4:3
B. Redemption from the Curse of the Law 4:4–5
C. Sonship Confirmed by the Spirit 4:6–7
D. Legality as an Elementary Religion 4:8–14
E. Loss of Blessing in Legality 4:15–18
F. Incompatibility of Law and Grace 4:19—5:1

V. Characteristics Displayed in the Life of a Christian Justified by Faith Alone 5:2–26
VI. The Outworking of the New Life in Christ Jesus 6:1–16

Conclusion 6:17–18

THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE

G A L AT I A N S



other lgospel to you than what you
have received, let him be accursed.

II. Paul’s Defense of His Apostolic
Ministry, 1:10—2:21

10For do I now persuade men, or
God? Or do I seek to nplease men?
For if I still pleased men, I would
not be a bondservant of Christ.

11But I make known to you,
brethren, that the lgospel which
was preached by me is onot accord-
ing to man.

12For I neither received it from
man, nor was I taught it, but it
came o through the prevelation of
Jesus Christ.

13For you have heard of my for-
mer conduct in Judaism, how I per-
secuted the qchurch of God beyond
measure and tried to destroy it.

14And I advanced in Judaism be-
yond many of my contemporaries in
my own nation, being more exceed-
ingly rzealous for the traditions of
my fathers.

15But when it pleased God, who
sseparated me from my mother’s
womb and tcalled me through His
cgrace,

16to ureveal His Son vin me, that I
might lpreach Him among the
wGentiles, I did not immediately
xconfer with yflesh and blood,

17nor did I go up to Jerusalem to
those who were apostles before me;
but I went to Arabia, and returned
again to Damascus.

18Then after three years I zwent
up to Jerusalem to see Peter,* and
remained with him fifteen days.

Introduction:
Salutation, 1:1–5

1PAUL, an apostle (not from men
nor through man, but through

Jesus Christ and God the Father
who araised Him from the dead),

2and all the brethren who are
with me,

To the bchurches of Galatia:
3cGrace to you and peace from

God the Father and our Lord Jesus
Christ,

4who dgave Himself for our esins,
that He might fdeliver us from this
present evil age, gaccording to the
will of our God and Father,

5to whom be glory forever and
ever. Amen.

I. The Occasion of the Epistle:
the Galatians’ Departure from the

True Gospel, 1:6–9
6I marvel that you are turning

away so soon from Him who hcalled
you in the cgrace of Christ, to a dif-
ferent gospel,

7which is not ianother; but there
are some who jtrouble you and want
to kpervert the lgospel of Christ.

8But even if we, or an mangel from
heaven, preach any other lgospel to
you than what we have preached to
you, let him be accursed.

9As we have said before, so now I
say again, if anyone preaches any

1:8
m Cp. 1 Kin.

13:18; see Heb.
1:4, note

1:10
n 1 Thess. 2:4

1:11
o Inspiration: v.

11-12; Gal.
1:20. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

1:12
p Eph. 3:3-5; cp.

Acts 9:1-20;
22:1-16; 26:9-
18

1:13
q Church (visible):

v. 13; Phil. 3:6.
(1 Cor. 10:32;
1 Tim. 3:15,
note)

1:14
r Phil. 3:6

1:15
s Cp. Is. 49:1-5;

Jer. 1:5
t Election (person-

al): v. 15; Eph.
1:4. (Deut. 7:6;
1 Pet. 5:13,
note). Rom.
8:30

1:16
u Eph. 3:3-5; cp.

Acts 9:1-20;
22:1-16; 26:9-
18

v 2 Cor. 4:5-7
w See Eph. 3:6,

note
x Cp. 1:1
y Cp. Matt. 16:17

1:18
z Acts 9:26

1:1
a Resurrection: v.

1; Eph. 1:20.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

1:2
b Churches (lo-

cal): v. 2; Gal.
1:22. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

1:3
c Grace: vv.

3,6,15; Gal. 2:9.
(John 1:14;
1:17, note). See
2 Pet. 3:18, note

1:4
d Sacrifice (of

Christ): v. 4;
Gal. 2:20. (Gen.
3:15; Heb.
10:18, note)

e See Rom. 3:23,
note

f Gal. 6:14; Col.
2:20

g Cp. 1 John 2:15-
17

1:6
h 1 Cor. 1:2; Eph.

4:1; 1 Thess.
2:12

1:7
i Cp. Acts 4:12
j Gal. 5:10,12
k 2 Cor. 2:17; cp.

2 Cor. 11:13-14
l Gospel: vv. 7-9,

11,16; Gal.
1:23. (Gen.
12:3; Rev. 14:6,
note)

1610 GALATIANS 1:1–18

*1:18 NU-Text reads Cephas.

1:4 age. Greek aiōn.
1:6 grace. The test of the Gospel is grace. If the mes-

sage excludes grace, or mingles law with grace as the
means either of justification or sanctification (2:21; 3:1–3),
or denies the fact or guilt of sin which alone gives grace its
occasion and opportunity, it is “a different” gospel, and the
preacher of it is under the anathema of God (vv. 8–9).

1:8,9 accursed. Greek anathema. 1 Cor. 16:22
1:14 Judaism. The expression, “Judaism” (vv. 13,14,

Greek Ioudaismos), refers to the Jewish way of belief and
life. A word for “religion” (Greek thrēskeia, meaning reli-
gious service) is used in the NT: (1) for external obser-
vances (Acts 26:5; James 1:26; Col. 2:18, “worship”); and
(2) in the sense of a believer’s good works (James 1:27). It is
never used as synonymous with salvation or spirituality.

1:10 PAUL’S DEFENSE

The demonstration is as follows:
(1) The Galatians know Paul, that he is no seeker af-

ter popularity (v. 10).
(2) He puts his known character back of the assertion

that his Gospel of grace was a revelation from God (vv.
11–12).

(3) As for the legalizers, Paul himself had been a fore-
most Jew, and had forsaken Judaism for something bet-
ter (vv. 13–14).

(4) He had preached grace years before he saw any
of the other apostles (vv. 15–24).

(5) When he did meet the other apostles, they had
nothing to add to his revelation (2:1–6).

(6) The other apostles fully recognized Paul’s apos-
tleship (2:7–10). And

(7) if the legalizers pleaded Peter’s authority, the an-
swer was that Peter himself had claimed none when he
was rebuked by Paul (2:11–21).



19But I saw none of the other
apostles except aJames, the Lord’s
brother.

20(Now concerning the things
which I bwrite to you, indeed, be-
fore God, I do not lie.)

21Afterward I went into the re-
gions of Syria and Cilicia.

22And I was unknown by face to
the cchurches of Judea which were
in Christ.

23But they were dhearing only,
“He who formerly epersecuted us
now fpreaches the faith which he
once tried to destroy.”

24And they gglorified God in me.

Behind the scenes at the
first church council at Jerusalem

(cp. Acts 15)

2THEN after h fourteen years I
went up again to Jerusalem with

Barnabas, and also took Titus with
me.

2And I went up by revelation,
and icommunicated to them that
jgospel which I preach among the
Gentiles, but kprivately to those
who were of reputation, lest by any
means I might run, or had run, lin
vain.

3Yet not even Titus who was with
me, being a Greek, mwas compelled
to be ncircumcised.

4And this occurred because of
ofalse brethren secretly brought in
(who came in by stealth to spy out
our p liberty which we have in
Christ Jesus, that they might bring
us into bondage),

5to whom we did not yield sub-
mission qeven for an hour, that the
truth of the rgospel might continue
with you.

6But from those who seemed to
be something—whatever they
were, it makes no difference to me;
God sshows personal favoritism to

2:6
s Acts 10:34;

Rom. 2:11

2:7
t Gospel: v. 7;

Gal. 2:14. (Gen.
12:3; Rev. 14:6,
note)

u Acts 9:15;
22:21; Rom.
11:13

v 1 Pet. 1:1

2:8
w 1 Pet. 1:1

x Cp. 1 Cor. 9:2;
2 Cor. 3:2;
12:12

y Acts 9:15;
22:21; Rom.
11:13

2:9
z See Matt. 4:21,

note

aa Grace: v. 9;
Gal. 2:21.
(John 1:14;
John 1:17,
note). See
2 Pet. 3:18,
note

bb Acts 13:3

cc See Eph. 3:6,
note

2:11
dd Cp. Acts

11:19-26;
15:1

2:12
ee Acts 11:2-3

2:13
ff Cp. Acts

15:37-39

2:14
gg Gospel: v. 14;

Gal. 3:8.
(Gen. 12:3;
Rev. 14:6,
note)

1:19
a See Matt. 4:21,

note

1:20
b Inspiration: v.

20; Gal. 2:2.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

1:22
c Churches (lo-

cal): v. 22; Phil.
1:1. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

1:23
d Acts 9:20-21

e Acts 8:3

f Gospel: v. 23;
Gal. 2:2. (Gen.
12:3; Rev. 14:6,
note)

1:24
g Acts 11:18

2:1
h Acts 15:2

2:2
i Inspiration: v. 2;

Gal. 3:8. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

j Gospel: v. 2;
Gal. 2:5. (Gen.
12:3; Rev. 14:6,
note)

k Acts 15:1-4

l Cp. Phil. 2:16

2:3
m Cp. Eph. 2:15;

Col. 2:14; Heb.
7:18; 8:13

n Cp. Acts 15:5-
21; Gal. 5:2

2:4
o Cp. 2 Cor.

11:26; Jude 4

p Gal. 5:1,13

2:5
q Cp. Acts 15:7-

11

r Gospel: v. 5;
Gal. 2:7. (Gen.
12:3; Rev. 14:6,
note)

GALATIANS 1:19—2:14 1611
no man—for those who seemed to
be something added nothing to me.

7But on the contrary, when they
saw that the tgospel for the uuncir-
cumcised had been committed to
me, as the gospel for the vcircum-
cised was to Peter

8(for He who worked effectively
in Peter for the apostleship to the
wcircumcised also xworked effec-
tively in me toward the yGentiles),

9and when zJames, Cephas, and
John, who seemed to be pillars, per-
ceived the aagrace that had been
given to me, they gave me and Bar-
nabas the right hand of fellowship,
bbthat we should go to the ccGen-
tiles and they to the circumcised.

10They desired only that we
should remember the poor, the very
thing which I also was eager to do.

Paul reviews how he withstood
Peter at Antioch

11Now when Peter* had come to
ddAntioch, I withstood him to his
face, because he was to be blamed;

12for before certain men came
from James, he would eeeat with the
Gentiles; but when they came, he
withdrew and separated himself,
fearing those who were of the cir-
cumcision.

13And the rest of the Jews also
played the hypocrite with him, so
that even ffBarnabas was carried
away with their hypocrisy.

14But when I saw that they were
not straightforward about the truth
of the gggospel, I said to Peter be-
fore them all, “If you, being a Jew,
live in the manner of Gentiles and
not as the Jews, why do you* com-
pel Gentiles to live as Jews?*

*2:11 NU-Text reads Cephas. *2:14 NU-Text
reads how can you. * Some interpreters stop the
quotation here.

Barnabas: A Jewish Christian who was a leader in the
early church. He traveled extensively with Paul to
preach the gospel.

Peter: rock. One of the twelve disciples of Jesus. He
believed Jesus was the Messiah, but denied even
knowing Christ the night of his arrest. Later he became
a major leader in the early Christian church.

Titus: protected. A Christian from Greece who served
with Paul. He was given important assignments in
Corinth and Crete.

Antioch: A city in Syria located sixteen miles from the
Mediterranean Sea. It was the third city in the Roman
Empire and became the first center of Christian mis-
sions under Paul and Barnabas.



eyes Jesus Christ was clearly por-
trayed among you* as mcrucified?

2This only I want to learn from
you: Did you receive the qSpirit by
the works of the d law, or by the
rhearing of efaith?

3Are you so foolish? Having be-
gun in the qSpirit, are you now be-
ing made sperfect by the tflesh?

4Have you suffered so many
things in vain—if indeed it was in
vain?

5Therefore He who usupplies the
qSpirit to you and works miracles
among you, does He do it by the
works of the dlaw, or by the rhear-
ing of efaith?—

(2) The Abrahamic Covenant
is a covenant of faith

(cp. Rom. 4)
6 v just as Abraham e“believed

God, and it was waccounted to him
for righteousness.”

7Therefore know that only those
who are of efaith are sons of Abra-
ham.

8And the Scripture, foreseeing
that God would b justify the xGen-
tiles by efaith, preached the ygospel
to Abraham beforehand, zsaying,
aa“In you all the nations shall be
blessed.”*

9So then those who are of efaith
are blessed with believing Abraham.

(3) The person under law-works
is under the curse of the law

10For as many as are of the works
of the dlaw are under the curse; for
it is zwritten, bb“Cursed is everyone
who does not continue in all things
which are zwritten in the book of
the dlaw, to do them.”

The Christian is dead to the law;
its sentence has been executed

15“We who are Jews by nature,
and not asinners of the Gentiles,

16“knowing that a man is not
b justified cby the works of the dlaw
but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we
have ebelieved in Christ Jesus, that
we might be b justified by faith in
Christ and not cby the works of the
dlaw; for by the works of the law no
flesh shall be c justified.

17“But if, while we seek to be jus-
tified fby Christ, we ourselves also
are found sinners, is Christ therefore
a minister of asin? Certainly not!

18“For if I gbuild again those
things which I destroyed, I make
myself a atransgressor.

19“For I through the dlaw hdied to
the law that I might live to God.

The Christian life is the
outliving of the inliving Christ

(cp. Gal. 5:15–23)
20“I have been icrucified with

Christ; it is jno longer I who live,
but Christ lives in me; and the klife
which lI now live in the flesh I live
by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and mgave Himself for me.

To mingle law with grace
in justification nullifies grace

21“I do not set aside the ngrace of
God; for if orighteousness comes
through the dlaw, then Christ died
pin vain.”

III. Justification Is Wholly by
Faith Apart from the Law, 3:1–24

(1) The gift of the Spirit is by faith

3O FOOLISH Galatians! Who has
bewitched you that you should

not obey the truth,* before whose

2:21
o See Rom. 10:10,

note

p Cp. 1 Cor.
15:17

3:2
q Holy Spirit (NT):

vv. 2-3,5; Gal.
3:14. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

r Rom. 10:17

3:3
s See Phil. 3:12,

note

t Flesh: v. 3; Gal.
4:23. (John
8:15; Jude 23,
note)

3:5
u Cp. Acts 9:17;

10:44

3:6
v Gen. 15:6

w Imputation: v. 6;
James 2:23.
(Gen. 15:6;
James 2:23,
note)

3:8
x See Eph. 3:6,

note

y Gospel: v. 8;
Gal. 4:13. (Gen.
12:3; Rev. 14:6,
note)

z Inspiration: vv.
8,10; Gal. 3:11.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

aa Gen. 12:3

3:10
bb Deut. 27:26

2:15
a See Rom. 3:23,

note

2:16
b Justification: v.

16; 3:8; Gal.
3:11. (Luke
18:14; Rom.
3:28, note)

c Rom. 3:20

d Law (of Moses):
vv. 16,19,21;
3:2,5,10; Gal.
4:21. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

e Faith: v. 16; 3:2,
5-9; Gal. 3:11.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

2:17
f Cp. Rom. 8:1;

Gal. 5:6

2:18
g Cp. Gal. 5:2-4

2:19
h Rom. 7:4

2:20
i Gal. 6:14

j See Eph. 4:24,
note

k Life (eternal): v.
20; Gal. 6:8.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

l Rom. 6:8-11;
Eph. 2:4-6; Col.
3:1-4

m Sacrifice (of
Christ): v. 20;
3:1; Gal. 3:13.
(Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note)

2:21
n Grace: v. 21;

Gal. 5:4. (John
1:14; John 1:17,
note). See 2 Pet.
3:18, note

1612 GALATIANS 2:15—3:10

*3:1 NU-Text omits that you should not obey the
truth. * NU-Text omits among you.
*3:8 Genesis 18:18; 22:18; 26:4; 28:14

2:15 Paul here quotes from his words to Peter when he
withstood Peter at Antioch (v. 11), in order to show the
Galatians that, whatever the legalists may have pretended,
Peter and he were in perfect accord doctrinally. Paul ap-
pealed to his common belief of Peter and himself as a re-
buke of Peter’s inconsistent practice.

2:16 Jesus Christ. Literally Christ Jesus.
2:17 we. That is, “we” Jews. See Rom. 3:19–23. The

passage might be thus paraphrased: If we Jews, in seeking
to be justified by faith in Christ, take our places as mere
sinners, like the Gentiles, is it therefore Christ who makes

us sinners? By no means. It is by putting ourselves again
under law after seeking justification through Christ, that we
act as if we were still unjustified sinners, seeking to be-
come righteous through law-works. Compare Gal. 5:1–4.

3:6 Abraham. See chart at Hebrews 11:1.

Abraham: of a great multitude. A man chosen by God
to become the father of the great nation Israel. God
promised Abraham that he would have descendants
as numerous as the stars in the heavens. Abraham was
revered throughout generations for his great faith.



11But that no one is a justified by
the blaw in the sight of God is cevi-
dent, for d“the just shall live by
efaith.”

12Yet the blaw is not of efaith, but
f“the man who does them shall live
by them.”

(4) Christ has borne the curse
of the law

13Christ has gredeemed us from
the curse of the b law, having hbe-
come a icurse for us (for it is cwrit-
ten, j“Cursed is everyone who
hangs on a tree”),

14that the kblessing of Abraham
might come upon the lGentiles in
Christ Jesus, that we might receive
the promise of the mSpirit through
faith.

15Brethren, I cspeak in the man-
ner of men: Though it is only a
man’s covenant, yet if it is con-
firmed, no one annuls or adds to it.

16Now nto Abraham and his Seed
were the cpromises made. He does
not say, “And to seeds,” as of many,
but as of oone, “And to your Seed,”*

who is Christ.

(5) The law did not add a new
condition to the Abrahamic

Covenant of faith
17And this I csay, that the b law,

which was four hundred and thirty
years later, cannot annul the cov-
enant that was confirmed before by
God in Christ,* that it should make
the promise of no effect.

18For if the inheritance is of the

3:14
m Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 14; Gal. 4:6.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

3:16
n Gen. 13:15

o Gen. 22:18

3:19
p Gal. 4:4

3:21
q Righteousness

(OT): v. 21; Phil.
3:6. (Gen. 6:9;
Luke 2:25, note)

3:22
r Cp. Rom. 3:9-20

s See Rom. 3:23,
note

3:11
a Justification: vv.

11,24; Gal. 5:4.
(Luke 18:14;
Rom. 3:28,
note)

b Law (of Moses):
vv. 11-13,17-
19, 21,23-24;
Gal. 4:21. (Ex.
19:1; Gal. 3:24,
note)

c Inspiration: vv.
11,13,15-17,22;
Gal. 4:1. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

d Hab. 2:4; Rom.
1:17

e Faith: vv. 11-
12,22,24,25;
Gal. 3:26. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

3:12
f Lev. 18:5

3:13
g See Rom. 3:24,

note

h Sacrifice (of
Christ): v. 13;
Gal. 4:5. (Gen.
3:15; Heb.
10:18, note)

i Judgments (the
seven): v. 13;
Gal. 6:4.
(2 Sam. 7:14;
Rev. 20:12,
note)

j Deut. 21:23

3:14
k v. 8; Rom. 4:1-5

l Rom. 3:29-30

GALATIANS 3:11–25 1613
blaw, it is no longer of promise; but
God gave it to Abraham by promise.

(6) The intent of the law 
is condemnation, and a 
preparatory discipline

19What purpose then does the
blaw serve? It was added because of
transgressions, till the pSeed should
come to whom the promise was
made; and it was appointed through
angels by the hand of a mediator.

20Now a mediator does not medi-
ate for one only, but God is one.

21Is the b law then against the
promises of God? Certainly not! For
if there had been a law given which
could have given life, truly qrigh-
teousness would have been by the
blaw.

22But the cScripture has confined
rall under ssin, that the promise by
efaith in Jesus Christ might be given
to those who believe.

23But before faith came, we were
kept under guard by the blaw, kept
for the faith which would afterward
be revealed.

24Therefore the blaw was our tu-
tor to bring us to Christ, that we
might be a justified by efaith.

IV. The Rule of the Believer’s Life
Is Gracious, Not Legal, 3:25—5:1
25But after e faith has come, we

are no longer under a tutor.
*3:16 Genesis 12:7; 24:7 *3:17 NU-Text omits
in Christ.

3:19 What purpose . . . law serve? Literally, Why, then,
the law? The answer to this question is sixfold:

(1) The law was added because of transgressions, that is,
to give to sin the character of transgression.

(a) Men had been sinning before Moses but, in the ab-
sence of law, their sins were not put to their account (Rom.
5:13); the law gave to sin the character of transgression,
that is, of personal guilt.

(b) Furthermore, since men not only continued to sin af-
ter the law was given, but were provoked to transgress by
the very law which forbade it (Rom. 7:8), the law conclu-
sively proved the inveterate sinfulness of man’s nature
(Rom. 7:11–13).

(2) The law, therefore, “has confined all under sin”
(compare Rom. 3:19–20,23).

(3) The law was an ad interim dealing, “till the Seed
should come” (v. 19).

(4) The law shut sinful man up to faith as the only

avenue of escape (v. 23).
(5) The law was to the Jews what the child-discipliner

(Greek paidagōgos) was in a Greek household, a custodian
of children in their minority, and it had this character to or
until Christ (vv. 23–25, note; 4:1–2). And

(6) Christ having come, the believer is no longer under
the child-discipliner (that is, the law, v. 25), but has be-
come a disciple (that is, learner) of Christ Himself (Matt.
11:29; Luke 10:39; John 17:6–8; Titus 2:11–13).

3:19 because of transgressions. That is, in order that sin
might be shown to be transgression. Rom. 4:15.

3:24 For the Law of Moses, Summary, see next page. to
bring us to. Or until.

3:25 Tutor is translated from the Greek paidagōgos,
meaning child-discipliner or child-leader. In the Greek and
Roman world the pedagogue was the custodian or
guardian in the education and life of minor children. The
argument does not turn upon the extent or nature of the



(2) The believer is redeemed
from under the law

4But when the fullness of the
time had come, God ksent forth His
Son, born* of a lwoman, born under
the law,

5to mredeem those who were
nunder the law, that we might re-
ceive the oadoption as sons.

(3) The Spirit confirms the believer’s
sonship (see Eph. 1:5, note)

6And because you are sons, God
has sent forth the pSpirit of His Son
into your hearts, crying out, q“Abba,
Father!”

7Therefore you are no longer a
slave but a son, and if a son, then an
rheir of* God through Christ.

(4) Legalism is 
an elementary religion

8But then, indeed, when you did

(1) The justified believer is a son
in the family of God

26For you are all asons of God
through bfaith in Christ Jesus.

27For as many of you as were
cbaptized into Christ have put on
Christ.

28dThere is neither Jew nor
Greek, ethere is neither slave nor
free, there is neither male nor fe-
male; for you are all fone in Christ
Jesus.

29And if you are Christ’s, then
you are Abraham’s gseed, and hheirs
according to the promise.

4NOW I isay that the heir, as long
as he is a child, does not differ at

all from a slave, though he is master
of all,

2but is under guardians and stew-
ards until the time appointed by the
father.

3Even so we, when we were chil-
dren, were in bondage under the
jelements of the world.

4:4
k Christ (first ad-

vent): v. 4; Eph.
2:17. (Gen.
3:15; Acts. 1:11,
note). John
16:28

l Gen. 3:15; Is.
7:14; Matt. 1:25

4:5
m Sacrifice (of

Christ): v. 5;
Eph. 1:7. (Gen.
3:15; Heb.
10:18, note)

n Gal. 3:13

o Adoption: v. 5;
Eph. 1:5. (Rom.
8:15; Eph. 1:5,
note)

4:6
p Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 6; Gal. 4:29.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

q Rom. 8:15

4:7
r Rom. 8:17

3:26
a See Eph. 1:5,

note

b Faith: v. 26;
Gal. 5:5. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

3:27
c Rom. 6:3

3:28
d Rom. 10:12;

Col. 3:11

e 1 Cor. 12:13

f 1 Cor. 12:13;
Eph. 2:15-16

3:29
g Rom. 4:11; Gal.

3:7

h Rom. 8:17

4:1
i Inspiration: v. 1;

Gal. 4:22. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

4:3
j Cp. Col. 2:8,20

1614 GALATIANS 3:26—4:8

*4:4 Or made *4:7 NU-Text reads through God
and omits through Christ.

pedagogue’s authority, but upon the fact that it wholly
ceased when the “child” (4:1) became a son (4:1–6), when
the minor became an adult. The adult “son” does volun-
tarily that which formerly he did in fear of the pedagogue.

But even if he does not, it is no longer an issue between
the son and the pedagogue (the law), but between the son
and God, his Father. Compare Heb. 12:5–10; 1 John
2:1–2.

3:24 THE LAW OF MOSES, SUMMARY

(1) The Mosaic Covenant was given to Israel in three parts: (a) the commandments, expressing the righteous will of
God (Ex. 20:1–26); (b) the judgments, governing the social life of Israel (Ex. 21:1—24:11); and (c) the ordinances, gov-
erning the religious life of Israel (Ex. 24:12; 31:18).

(2) The commandments and ordinances were one complete and inseparable whole. When an Israelite sinned, he
was held “blameless” if he brought the required offering (Luke 1:6; Phil. 3:6).

(3) Law, as a method of the divine dealing with man, characterized the dispensation extending from the giving of
the law to the death of Jesus Christ (Gal. 3:13–14,23–24). And

(4) the attempt of legalistic teachers (e.g. Acts 15:1–31; Gal. 2:1–5) to mingle law with grace as the divine method
for this present dispensation of the Church, brought out the true relation of the law to the Christian.

The Christian Doctrine of the Law:
(1) Law is in contrast with grace. Under the latter God bestows the righteousness which, under law, He demanded

(Ex. 19:5; John 1:17; Rom. 3:21, note; 10:3–10; 1 Cor. 1:30).
(2) The law is, in itself, holy, just, good, and spiritual (Rom. 7:12–14).
(3) Before the law the whole world is guilty, and the law is therefore of necessity a ministry of condemnation, death,

and the divine curse (Rom. 3:19; 2 Cor. 3:7–9; Gal. 3:10).
(4) Christ bore the curse of the law, and redeemed the believer both from the curse and from the dominion of the

law (Gal. 3:13; 4:5–7).
(5) Law neither justifies a sinner nor sanctifies a believer (Gal. 2:16; 3:2–3,11–12).
(6) The believer is both dead to the law and redeemed from it, so that he is “not under law, but under grace” (Rom.

6:14; 7:4; Gal. 2:19; 4:4–7; 1 Tim. 1:8–9). And
(7) under the new covenant of grace the principle of obedience to the divine will is produced inwardly (Heb.

10:16). So far is the life of the believer from the anarchy of self-will that he is “under law toward Christ” (1 Cor. 9:21),
and the new “law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2; 2 John 5) is his delight; whereas, through the indwelling Spirit, the righteousness
of the law is fulfilled in him (Rom. 8:2–4; Gal. 5:16–18). The commandments are used in the distinctively Christian
Scriptures as an instruction in righteousness (2 Tim. 3:16–17; compare Rom. 13:8–10; 1 Cor. 9:8–9; Eph. 6:1–3).



not know God, you aserved those
which by nature are not gods.

9But now after you have known
God, or rather are known by God,
how is it that you turn bagain to the
weak and beggarly celements, to
which you desire again to be in
bondage?

10You dobserve days and months
and seasons and years.

11I am eafraid for you, lest I have
labored for you in vain.

12Brethren, I urge you to become
like me, for I became like you. You
have not finjured me at all.

13You know that because of phys-
ical g infirmity I preached the
hgospel to you at the first.

14And my itrial which was in my
flesh you did not despise or reject,
but you received me as an angel of
God, even as Christ Jesus.

(5) In legalism the Galatians
have lost their blessing

15What* then was the blessing
you enjoyed? For I bear you witness
that, if possible, you would have
plucked out your own eyes and giv-
en them to me.

16Have I therefore become your
enemy because I tell you the truth?

17They zealously court you, but
for no good; yes, they want to ex-
clude you, that you may be zealous
for them.

18But it is good to be zealous in a
good thing always, and not only
when I am present with you.

(6) The two systems, law and grace,
cannot co-exist

19My little children, for whom I
jlabor in birth again until Christ is
formed in you,

20kI would like to be present with
you now and to change my tone; for
I have doubts about you.

21Tell me, you who desire to be

4:21
l Law (of Moses):

v. 21; Gal. 5:3.
(Ex. 19:1; Gal.
3:24, note)

m Cp. Rom. 3:19-
20

4:22
n Inspiration: v.

22; Gal. 4:27.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

o Gen. 16:15;
21:2

4:23
p Flesh: v. 23;

Gal. 5:13. (John
8:15; Jude 23,
note)

q Gen. 17:15-19

4:24
r Ex. 24:6-8

s Gal. 5:1

4:26
t Cp. Heb. 12:22

4:27
u Inspiration: v.

27; Gal. 4:30.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

v Is. 54:1

4:28
w Rom. 9:8; Gal.

3:29

x Gen. 17:15-19

4:29
y Gen. 21:9

z Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 29; Gal. 5:5.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

4:30
aa Inspiration: v.

30; Gal. 5:2.
(Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

bb Gen. 21:10

4:31
cc Cp. Rom. 6:14

5:1
dd Phil. 4:1

ee Acts 15:10

4:8
a Cp. 1 Thess. 1:9

4:9
b Gal. 3:1-3

c Cp. Col. 2:8,20

4:10
d Cp. Col. 2:16

4:11
e Cp. v. 20

4:12
f Cp. 2 Cor. 2:5

4:13
g See Gal. 6:11,

note

h Gospel: v. 13;
Eph. 1:13. (Gen.
12:3; Rev. 14:6,
note)

4:14
i Test/Tempt: v.

14; Gal. 6:1.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note)

4:19
j Cp. 1 Cor. 4:15

4:20
k Cp. 2 Cor. 

13:1-2
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under the l law, do you not mhear
the law?

22For it is nwritten othat Abraham
had two sons: the one by a bond-
woman, the other by a freewoman.

23But he who was of the bond-
woman was born according to the
p flesh, and he of the freewoman
through qpromise,

24which things are symbolic. For
these are the* two covenants: the
one from Mount rSinai which gives
birth to sbondage, which is Hagar—

25for this Hagar is Mount Sinai in
Arabia, and corresponds to Jeru-
salem which now is, and is in
bondage with her children—

26but the Jerusalem tabove is free,
which is the mother of us all.

27For it is uwritten:

“Rejoice, v O barren,
You who do not bear!
Break forth and shout,
You who are not in labor!
For the desolate has many more

children
Than she who has a husband.”

28Now wwe, brethren, as Isaac
was, are children of xpromise.

29But, as he who was born ac-
cording to the flesh then ypersecut-
ed him who was born according to
the zSpirit, even so it is now.

30Nevertheless what does the
Scripture aasay? bb“Cast out the
bondwoman and her son, for the
son of the bondwoman shall not be
heir with the son of the free-
woman.”

31So then, brethren, we are ccnot
children of the bondwoman but of
the free.

5 ddSTAND fast therefore in the
liberty by which Christ has

made us free,* and do not be entan-
gled again with a eeyoke of bondage.
*4:15 NU-Text reads Where. *4:24 NU-Text
and M-Text omit the. *5:1 NU-Text reads For
freedom Christ has made us free; stand fast
therefore.

4:19 little children. The allegory (vv. 22–31) is ad-
dressed to justified but immature believers (compare 1 Cor.
3:1–2) who, under the influence of legalistic teachers, “de-
sire to be under the law.” It has, therefore, no application
to a sinner seeking justification. It raises and answers (for
the fifth time in this Epistle) the question: Is the believer un-
der the law? (2:19–21; 3:1–3,25–26; 4:4–6,9–31).

Hagar: flight. The maidservant of Sarai, who had a son
Ishmael by Abraham. She and her son were later sent
away from Abraham’s family.

4:24 covenants. Or testaments. See Ex. 19:5 and Heb.
8:8, notes.

4:31 free. Literally free woman.



Sanctification is through
the Spirit, not the law

16I say then: uWalk in the hSpirit,
and you shall not fulfill the lust of
the rflesh.

The Spirit gives victory over sin
(cp. Rom. 8:2; see Rom. 7:15, note)
17For the rflesh vlusts against the

hSpirit, and the Spirit against the
flesh; and these are contrary to one
another, so that you do not do the
things that you wish.

18But if you are wled by the hSpir-
it, you are not under the dlaw.

19Now the xworks of the r flesh
are evident, which are: adultery,*
fornication, uncleanness, lewdness,

20idolatry, sorcery, hatred, con-
tentions, jealousies, outbursts of
wrath, selfish ambitions, dissen-
sions, heresies,

21envy, murders,* drunkenness,
revelries, and the like; of which I
tell you beforehand, just as I also
told you in time past, that those
who practice such things will ynot
inherit the zkingdom of God.

Christian character is produced by
the Holy Spirit, not by self-effort

(cp. John 15:1–5; Gal. 2:20)
22But the aafruit of the hSpirit is

love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kind-
ness, goodness, kfaithfulness,

23gentleness, self-control. Against
such there is no law.

24And those who are Christ’s
have crucified the r flesh with its
passions and desires.

25If we live in the hSpirit, let us
also bbwalk in the Spirit.

26Let us not become conceited,
provoking one another, envying one
another.

V. Characteristics Displayed in
the Life of a Christian Justified

by Faith Alone, 5:2–26
2Indeed I, Paul, asay to you that

bif you become circumcised, Christ
will profit you nothing.

3And I testify again to every man
who becomes circumcised that he is
a cdebtor to keep the whole dlaw.

4You have become eestranged
from Christ, you who attempt to be
f justified by d law; you have fallen
from ggrace.

5For we through the hSpirit ea-
gerly iwait for the hope of jrigh-
teousness by kfaith.

6For in Christ Jesus neither lcir-
cumcision nor uncircumcision
avails anything, but kfaith mworking
through nlove.

7You ran well. Who hindered you
from obeying the truth?

8This persuasion does not come
from Him who calls you.

9A little o leaven leavens the
whole lump.

10I have confidence in you, in the
Lord, that you will have no other
mind; but he who troubles you shall
bear his judgment, whoever he is.

11And I, brethren, if I still preach
circumcision, why do I still suffer
persecution? Then the offense of
the cross has ceased.

12I could wish that those who
trouble you would even cut them-
selves off!

13For you, brethren, have been
called to p liberty; only do not use
liberty as an qopportunity for the
rflesh, but through nlove serve one
another.

14For all the d law is fulfilled in
one word, even in this: s“You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.”

15But if you tbite and devour one
another, beware lest you be con-
sumed by one another!

5:13
q Rom. 6:1; 1 Pet.

2:16

r Flesh: vv. 13,16-
17,19,24; Gal.
6:8. (John 8:15;
Jude 23, note)

5:14
s Lev. 19:18;

Matt. 22:39;
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t Cp. James 3:13-
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u Cp. Rom. 8:12-

13

5:17
v Rom. 7:22-23

5:18
w Rom. 8:14

5:19
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Eph. 5:3,11;
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5:21
y 1 Cor. 6:9-10

z See Matt. 6:33,
note

5:22
aa See Rev. 19:8,

note

5:25
bb Cp. Rom.

8:12-13

5:2
a Inspiration: v. 2;

Gal. 6:11. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

b Cp. Acts 15:1

5:3
c Deut. 27:26;

Rom. 2:25

d Law (of Moses):
vv. 3-4,14,18;
Gal. 6:13. (Ex.
19:1; Gal. 3:24,
note)

5:4
e Col. 1:23

f Justification: v.
4; Titus 3:7.
(Luke 18:14;
Rom. 3:28,
note)

g Grace: v. 4;
Gal. 6:18. (John
1:14; John 1:17,
note)

5:5
h Holy Spirit (NT):

vv. 5,16-18,22,
25; Gal. 6:8.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

i Cp. Rom. 5:2-5

j See Rom. 10:10,
note

k Faith: vv. 5-
6,22; Eph. 1:13.
(Gen. 3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

5:6
l Gal. 6:15

m 1 Thess. 1:3

n Law (of Christ):
vv. 6,13; Gal.
6:2. (John 13:34;
2 John 5, note)

5:9
o Leaven: v. 9.

(Gen. 19:3;
Matt. 13:33,
note)

5:13
p Rom. 8:2; Gal.

5:1
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*5:19 NU-Text omits adultery. *5:21 NU-Text
omits murders.

5:4 fallen. Literally fallen away.
5:17 do not. Literally may not. Compare Rom. 7:15–

25.
5:18 not under the law. That is, not under bondage of

effort to please God by works of the law. Rom. 6:14.
5:22 Christian character is not mere moral or legal

correctness, but the possession and manifestation of the
graces of vv. 22–23. Taken together they present a moral
portrait of Christ, and may be understood as the apostle’s

explanation of 2:20, “no longer I . . . but Christ,” and as
a definition of “fruit” in John 15:1–8. This character is
possible because of the believer’s vital union with Christ
(John 15:5; 1 Cor. 12:12–13), and is wholly the fruit of
the Spirit. “Fruit” (singular), in contrast with “works”
(plural, v. 19), suggests that the Christian’s life in the
Spirit is unified in purpose and direction in contrast with
the life in the flesh, with its inner conflicts and frustra-
tions.



VI. The Outworking of the New Life
in Christ Jesus, 6:1–16

(1) The new life as a brotherhood

(a) The case of a sinning brother

6BRETHREN, if a man is overtak-
en in any atrespass, you who are

bspiritual restore such a one in a
spirit of cgentleness, considering
yourself lest you also be dtempted.

(b) The case of a burdened brother
2eBear one another’s burdens,

and so fulfill the flaw of Christ.
3For if anyone gthinks himself to

be something, when he is nothing,
he hdeceives himself.

4But let each one iexamine his
own work, and then he will have
rejoicing in jhimself alone, and not
in another.

5For each one shall kbear his own
load.

(c) The case of a teaching brother
6Let him who is taught the word

lshare in all good things with him
who teaches.

(2) The new life as a stewardship
7mDo not be deceived, God is not

mocked; for nwhatever a man sows,
that he will also reap.

8For he who sows to his flesh will
of the oflesh reap corruption, but he
who sows to the pSpirit will of the
Spirit reap qeverlasting rlife.

9And let us not grow sweary
while doing good, for in due season
we shall treap if we do not lose
heart.

(3) The new life as a beneficence
(cp. Acts 10:38)

10Therefore, as we have uoppor-

6:8
q Life (eternal): v.

8; Eph. 4:18.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

r Rom. 6:8

6:9
s 1 Cor. 15:58;

2 Thess. 3:13

t James 5:7-8
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u Prov. 3:27

v Rom. 12:13

6:11
w Inspiration: v.

11; Eph. 3:3.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)
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x Cp. Phil. 3:4

y Gal. 5:11
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z Law (of Moses):

v. 13; Eph. 2:15.
(Ex. 19:1; Gal.
3:24, note)

6:14
aa Cp. Phil. 
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bb 1 Cor. 1:18

cc Gal. 2:20;
Col. 2:20

6:15
dd 2 Cor. 5:17

6:18
ee Grace: v. 18;

Eph. 1:2.
(John 1:14;
John 1:17,
note)

6:1
a See Rom. 3:23,

note

b Cp. Rom. 15:1

c Eph. 4:2; cp.
2 Thess. 3:15

d Test/Tempt: v.
1; 1 Thess. 3:5.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note)

6:2
e Acts 20:35;

1 Thess. 5:14

f Law (of Christ):
v. 2; Eph. 1:15.
(John 13:34;
2 John 5, note)

6:3
g Rom. 12:3

h James 1:22

6:4
i Judgments (the

seven): v. 4;
1 Tim. 1:20.
(2 Sam. 7:14;
Rev. 20:12,
note)

j Cp. 2 Cor.
10:12-18

6:5
k Cp. Rom. 14:12

6:6
l 1 Cor. 9:7-15;

1 Tim. 5:18

6:7
m Cp. 1 Cor. 6:9-

10

n Cp. 1 Cor. 3:10-
15

6:8
o Flesh: v. 8; Eph.

2:3. (John 8:15;
Jude 23, note)

p Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 8; Eph. 1:13.
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GALATIANS 6:1–18 1617
tunity, let us do good to all, vespe-
cially to those who are of the house-
hold of faith.

(4) The new life in sacrificial love
11See with what large letters I

have wwritten to you with my own
hand!

12As many as desire to make a
good xshowing in the flesh, these
would compel you to be circum-
cised, only that they may not ysuffer
persecution for the cross of Christ.

13For not even those who are cir-
cumcised keep the z law, but they
desire to have you circumcised that
they may boast in your flesh.

(5) The new exultation
of the new life

14But God forbid that I should
boast aaexcept in the bbcross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom* the
world has been crucified to me, and
ccI to the world.

15For in Christ Jesus neither cir-
cumcision nor uncircumcision
avails anything, but a new ddcre-
ation.

(6) The peace of the new life
16And as many as walk according

to this rule, peace and mercy be
upon them, and upon the Israel of
God.

Conclusion: the New Fellowship
of Suffering, 6:17–18

17From now on let no one trouble
me, for I bear in my body the marks
of the Lord Jesus.

18Brethren, the eegrace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with your spir-
it. Amen.
*6:14 Or by which (the cross)

6:11 large letters. Although no record is given in the
NT as to what Paul’s infirmity was (see 2 Cor. 12:7, note), it
is possible that his eyes were in some way affected (e.g.
4:13–15). Perhaps this is the reason he ordinarily dictated
his letters; but now, urged by the spiritual danger of his 

dear Galatians and having no amanuensis at hand, he
writes with his own hand.

6:14 world. Greek kosmos. See Rev. 13:8, note.
6:17 marks. Literally brands.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Paul The Church, Christ’s Body c. A.D. 60

Background
The Epistle to the Ephesians, written in Rome, the first in order of the Prison Epistles (Acts 20—27; see Acts 28:30, note),
was carried by Tychicus, concurrently with Colossians and Philemon. Probably the two larger letters had their occasion
in the return of Onesimus to Philemon. Ephesians is the most impersonal of Paul’s letters. Indeed the words “at Ephesus”
are not in the best manuscripts. Colossians 4:16 mentions an epistle to the Laodiceans. It has been conjectured that the
letter known as Ephesians is really the Laodicean letter. Possibly it was sent to Ephesus and Laodicea without being ad-
dressed to any specific church. The letter would then be “to the saints and the faithful in Christ Jesus” anywhere.

The Truths in Ephesians
The doctrine of the Epistle confirms this view. It contains the highest Church truth, but has nothing about church order.
The Church here is the true Church, “His body,” not the local church, as in Philippians, Corinthians, etc. Essentially,
three lines of truth make up this Epistle:

(1) the Christian’s exalted position through grace;
(2) the truth concerning the body of Christ; and
(3) a life lived in accordance with that position.

The Old Testament in the New
There is a close spiritual affinity between Ephesians and Joshua, the “heavenly places” corresponding in Christian
position to Canaan in Israel’s experience. In both there is conflict, often failure, but also victory, rest, and possession
(Joshua 21:43–45; Ephesians 1:3; 3:14–19; 6:16). As befits a complete revelation, the number seven is conspicuous in the
structure of Ephesians.

Outline
The Epistle may be divided as follows:

Introduction 1:1–2
I. The Believer’s Standing in Grace 1:1—3:21

A. The Believer in Christ in the Heavenly Realms 1:3–14
B. Prayer of Knowledge and Power 1:15–21
C. Christ Exalted as the Head of His Body, the Church 1:22–23
D. Method of Salvation 2:1–10
E. Position of Gentiles by Nature 2:11–13
F. Jew and Gentile One Body in Christ 2:14–18

G. The Church a Temple for the Habitation of God through the Spirit 2:19–22
H. The Church a “Mystery” Hidden from Past Generations 3:1–12
I. Prayer for Comprehension 3:13–21

II. The Walk and Service of the Believer 4:1—5:17
A. Conduct Worthy of High Position 4:1–3
B. Seven Unities to Be Preserved 4:4–6
C. The Gifts of the Risen Christ and Their Purpose 4:7–16
D. The Conduct of the Believer as a New Individual in Christ 4:17–29
E. The Walk of the Believer as Indwelt by the Spirit 4:30–32
F. The Conduct of the Believer as God’s Dearly Loved Child 5:1–17

III. The Walk and Warfare of the Spirit-filled Believer 5:18—6:20
A. The Inner Life of the Spirit-filled Believer 5:18–21
B. The Married Life of Spirit-filled Believers 5:22–33
C. The Domestic Life of Spirit-filled Believers 6:1–9
D. The Warfare of Spirit-filled Believers 6:10–20
Conclusion 6:21–24

THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE

E P H E S I A N S



Introduction (1:1–2)

1PAUL, an apostle of Jesus Christ
by the will of God,

To the saints who are in Ephesus,
and faithful in Christ Jesus:

2aGrace to you and peace from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

I. The Believer’s Standing
in Grace, 1:1—3:21

(1) The believer in Christ
in the heavenlies

3Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us with every spiritual bless-
ing in the heavenly places in Christ,

4just as He bchose us in Him be-
fore the foundation of the world,
that we should be choly and with-
out blame before Him in love,

5having dpredestined us to eadop-

1:7
g See Rom. 3:24,

note

h Sacrifice (of
Christ): v. 7;
Eph. 2:13. (Gen.
3:15; Heb.
10:18, note)

i Forgiveness: v.
7; Eph. 4:32.
(Lev. 4:20; Matt.
26:28, note)

j See Rom. 3:23,
note

k Grace: v. 7;
Eph. 2:5. (John
1:14; John 1:17,
note). See 2 Pet.
3:18, note

1:9
l See Matt. 13:11,

note

1:11
m Predestination:

v. 11. (Rom.
8:29; Eph. 1:11,
note)

1:2
a Grace: v. 2;

Eph. 1:6. (John
1:14; John 1:17,
note). See 2 Pet.
3:18, note

1:4
b Election (corpo-

rate): v. 4; Col.
3:12. (Deut. 7:6;
1 Pet. 5:13,
note)

c Sanctification
(NT): v. 4; Eph.
2:21. (Matt. 4:5;
Rev. 22:11, note)

1:5
d Predestination:

v. 5; Eph. 1:11

e Adoption: v. 5.
(Rom. 8:15;
Eph. 1:5, note)

1:6
f Grace: v. 6;

Eph. 1:7. (John
1:14; John 1:17,
note). See 2 Pet.
3:18, note
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tion as sons by Jesus Christ to Him-
self, according to the good pleasure
of His will,

6to the praise of the glory of His
fgrace, by which He made us ac-
cepted in the Beloved.

7In Him we have gredemption
through His hblood, the iforgiveness
of jsins, according to the riches of
His kgrace

8which He made to abound to-
ward us in all wisdom and prudence,

9having made known to us the
lmystery of His will, according to
His good pleasure which He pur-
posed in Himself,

10that in the dispensation of the
fullness of the times He might gath-
er together in one all things in
Christ, both* which are in heaven
and which are on earth—in Him.

11In Him also we have obtained
an inheritance, being mpredestined
*1:10 NU-Text and M-Text omit both.

1:1 saints. A saint, in the NT, is not a sinless person but
a saved sinner. It is through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ
that a sinner becomes a saint. See Rom. 1:7, note. in
Christ Jesus. This is the Christian’s place as a member of
the body of Christ, vitally united with Him by the baptism
with the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:12–13).

1:3 in the heavenly places. The same Greek words
rendered here “heavenly places” are translated “heavenly
things” in John 3:12. In both places the word signifies that
which is heavenly in contradistinction to that which is
earthly. “The heavenly places” may be defined as the
sphere of the Christian’s spiritual experience as identified
with Christ in nature (2 Pet. 1:4); life (Col. 3:4; 1 John
5:12); relationships (John 20:17; Heb. 2:11); service
(Matt. 28:20; John 17:18); suffering (Phil. 1:29; 3:10; Col.
1:24); inheritance (Rom. 8:16–17); and future glory in the
kingdom (Rom. 8:18–21; 1 Pet. 2:9; Rev. 1:6; 5:10). The
Christian is a heavenly person, and a stranger and pilgrim

on the earth (Heb. 3:1; 1 Pet. 2:11).
1:4 world. Greek kosmos.
1:10 dispensation. Literally stewardship. See Rev. 20:4,

note.

1:5 ADOPTION, SUMMARY

“Adoption” (Greek huiothesia, meaning placing as a
son) is not so much a word of relationship as of posi-
tion. In regeneration a Christian receives the nature of a
child of God; in adoption he receives the position of a
son of God. Every Christian obtains the place of a child
and the right to be called a son the moment he believes
(Gal. 3:25–26; 4:6; 1 John 3:1,2). The indwelling Spirit
gives the realization of this in the Christian’s present ex-
perience (Gal. 4:6); but the full manifestation of his son-
ship awaits the resurrection, change, and translation of
saints, which is called “the redemption of our body”
(Rom. 8:23; Eph. 1:14; 1 Thess. 4:14–17; 1 John 3:2).

1:11 PREDESTINATION, SUMMARY

“Predestine” means to mark out or determine before-
hand. In Scripture this idea is more inclusive than elec-
tion. The latter is always limited to those specially cho-
sen of God. But predestination includes the salvation of
the elect and also all other acts and events in the uni-
verse, both good and evil (Acts 4:27–28, Greek).

Within the total predestined plan of God, it is neces-
sary to distinguish between two classes of decreed
events:

(1) events divinely caused, such as the salvation of
the elect; and

(2) events divinely permitted.
To say that God predestined the evil acts of men does

not mean that God caused these acts, for this would
make God the author of evil. Rather it means that God,
foreknowing how men will act under various circum-
stances, determined beforehand to permit them so to
act; thus making the acts certain to come to pass, as
parts of His total plan, yet leaving all men fully respon-
sible for what they do (Luke 22:22; Acts 2:23). The Bib-
lical truth of predestination raises difficult intellectual
problems, but these cannot be escaped by rejecting
predestination and affirming foreknowledge. For, if God
foreknows all events, then they are just as certain as if
they were predestined. See Election, 1 Pet. 5:13, note;
Foreknowledge, 1 Pet. 1:20, note.



His feet, and gave Him to be head
over all things to the lchurch,

23which is His lbody, the fullness
of Him who fills all in all.

(4) Method of salvation

2AND you He mmade alive, who
were dead in n trespasses and

sins,
2in which you once walked ac-

cording to the course of this world,
according to the oprince of the pow-
er of the air, the spirit who now
works in the sons of disobedience,

3among whom also we all once
conducted ourselves in the lusts of
our p flesh, fulfilling the desires of
the p flesh and of the mind, and
were by nature children of wrath,
just as the others.

4But God, who is qrich in mercy,
because of His rgreat love with
which He loved us,

5 seven when we were tdead in
ntrespasses, umade us alive together
with Christ (by vgrace you have
been dsaved),

6and raised us up together, and
made us sit together in the wheav-
enly places in Christ Jesus,

7that in the ages to come He
might show the exceeding xriches
of His vgrace in His kindness toward
us in Christ Jesus.

8For by vgrace you have been
dsaved through efaith, and that not
of yourselves; it is the ygift of God,

9not of zworks, lest anyone
should aaboast.

10For we are His workmanship,
bbcreated in Christ Jesus for good
ccworks, which God prepared be-
forehand that we should walk in
them.

according to the purpose of Him
who works all things according to
the acounsel of His will,

12that we who first trusted in
Christ should be to the bpraise of
His glory.

13In Him you also trusted, after you
heard the word of truth, the cgospel
of your dsalvation; in whom also, hav-
ing ebelieved, you were sealed with
the fHoly Spirit of promise,

14who* is the gguarantee of our
inheritance until the redemption of
the purchased possession, to the
praise of His glory.

(2) Prayer for knowledge and power
15Therefore I also, after I heard of

your e faith in the Lord Jesus and
your hlove for all the saints,

16do not cease to give thanks for
you, making mention of you in my
iprayers:

17that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give
to you the spirit of wisdom and rev-
elation in the knowledge of Him,

18the eyes of your understanding*

being enlightened; that you may
know what is the hope of His call-
ing, what are the riches of the glory
of His inheritance in the saints,

19and what is the exceeding
greatness of His power toward us
who ebelieve, according to the
working of His mighty power

20which He worked in Christ
when He jraised Him from the dead
and seated Him at His right hand in
the heavenly places,

21far above all principality and
power and might and dominion,
and every name that is named, not
only in this age but also in that
which is to come.

(3) Christ exalted as the Head
of His body, the Church

22And He kput all things under

2:1
m v. 5; John 5:21;

6:63; 1 Cor.
15:22,36,45;
2 Cor. 3:6;
1 Tim. 6:13;
1 Pet. 3:18

n See Rom. 3:23,
note

2:2
o Satan: v. 2; Eph.

4:27. (Gen. 3:1;
Rev. 20:10);
John 12:31;
1 John 5:19

2:3
p Flesh: v. 3; Phil.

3:3. (John 8:15;
Jude 23, note)

2:4
q Ps. 103:8-11

r John 3:16;
1 John 4:9-10

2:5
s Rom. 5:8

t Death (spiritual):
v. 5; Eph. 4:18.
(Gen. 2:17; Eph.
2:5, note)

u Eph. 2:1

v Grace: vv. 5,7-
8; Eph. 3:2.
(John 1:14; John
1:17, note). See
2 Pet. 3:18, note

2:6
w See Eph. 1:3,

note

2:7
x Ps. 103:8-11

2:8
y John 1:12-13

2:9
z Rom. 4:4-5;

11:6

aa Rom. 3:27

2:10
bb See Eph. 4:24,

note

cc See John 3:3,
note

1:11
a Is. 46:10

1:12
b vv. 6,14

1:13
c Gospel: v. 13;

Eph. 2:17. (Gen.
12:3; Rev. 14:6,
note)

d See Rom. 1:16,
note

e Faith: vv. 13,15,
19; 2:8; Eph.
3:12. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

f Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 13; Eph. 2:18.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

1:14
g Assurance/se-

curity : v. 14;
Eph. 4:30. (Ps.
23:1; Jude 1,
note)

1:15
h Law (of Christ):

v. 15; Eph. 3:17.
(John 13:34;
2 John 5, note)

1:16
i Bible prayers

(NT): vv. 16-23;
Eph. 3:14. (Matt.
6:9; Luke 11:2,
note)

1:20
j Resurrection:

vv. 20-21; Phil.
3:10. (2 Kin.
4:35; 1 Cor.
15:52, note)

1:22
k Ps. 8:6

l Church (the
true): vv. 22-23;
Eph. 2:16. (Matt.
16:18; Heb.
12:23, note)

1620 EPHESIANS 1:12—2:10

*1:14 NU-Text reads which. *1:18 NU-Text
and M-Text read hearts.

1:12 trusted. Or hoped.
1:13 sealed. The Holy Spirit is Himself the seal. In the

symbolism of Scripture a seal signifies: (1) a finished trans-
action (Jer. 32:9–10; John 17:4; 19:30); (2) ownership (Jer.
32:11–12; 2 Tim. 2:19); and (3) security (Esth. 8:8; Dan.
6:17; Eph. 4:30).

1:21 age. Greek aiōn. See Mark 10:30, note.
2:2 world. Greek kosmos. See Rev. 13:8, note.

2:5 DEATH (SPIRITUAL), 
SUMMARY

Spiritual death is the state of the natural or unregenerate
man as still in his sins (2:1), alienated from the life of
God (4:18–19), and destitute of the Spirit (Rom. 8:9).
Prolonged beyond the death of the body, spiritual death
is a state of eternal separation from God in conscious
suffering. This is called “the second death” (Rev. 2:11;
20:6,14, note; 21:8).



(5) Position of Gentiles
by nature

11Therefore remember that you,
once Gentiles in the flesh—who are
called Uncircumcision by what is
called the Circumcision made in the
flesh by hands—

12that at that time you were with-
out Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel and
strangers from the acovenants of
promise, having no hope and with-
out God in the world.

13But now in Christ Jesus you who
once were far off have been brought
near by the bblood of Christ.

(6) Jew and Gentile one body in Christ
14For He Himself is our peace, who

has made both one, and has broken
down the middle wall of separation,

15having abolished b in His flesh
the enmity, that is, the claw of com-
mandments contained in ordi-
nances, so as to create in Himself
one new man from the two, thus
making peace,

16and that He might dreconcile
them both to God in one ebody
through the bcross, thereby putting
to death the enmity.

17And He fcame and gpreached
peace to you who were afar off and
to those who were near.

18For through Him we both have
access by one hSpirit to the Father.

(7) The Church a temple for the
habitation of God through the Spirit
19Now, therefore, you are no

longer strangers and foreigners, but
efellow citizens with the saints and
members of the household of God,

20having been built on the ifoun-
dation of the apostles and prophets,
Jesus Christ Himself being the chief
jcornerstone,

2:21
k Sanctification

(NT): v. 21; 3:5;
Eph. 4:24. (Matt.
4:5; Rev. 22:11,
note)

l 1 Cor. 3:16-17

2:22
m John 17:23

3:2
n Grace: vv. 2,7-

8; Eph. 4:7.
(John 1:14; John
1:17, note). See
2 Pet. 3:18, note

3:3
o See Matt. 13:11,

note

p Inspiration: vv.
3,5; Eph. 4:8.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

3:7
q Acts 9:15;

22:21; Gal.
1:16; 2:7-9;
Eph. 3:8

r Cp. Gal. 2:7-8

3:8
s 1 Cor. 15:9; cp.

1 Tim. 1:15

t Cp. Rom. 1:7;
8:27; 12:13;
16:2

u See v. 6, note;
Acts 9:15; Rom.
11:13

v vv. 18-19; Col.
2:2-3

3:9
w John 1:3; Col.

1:16; Heb. 1:2

2:12
a See Heb. 8:8,

note

2:13
b Sacrifice (of

Christ): vv. 13-
16; Eph. 5:2.
(Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note)

2:15
c Law (of Moses):

v. 15; Phil. 3:5.
(Ex. 19:1; Gal.
3:24, note)

2:16
d Reconciliation:

vv. 12-18; Col.
1:20. (Rom.
5:10; Col. 1:20,
note)

e Church (the
true): vv. 16,19;
3:6; Eph. 3:10.
(Matt. 16:18;
Heb. 12:23,
note)

2:17
f Christ (first ad-

vent): v. 17;
Phil. 2:7. (Gen.
3:15; Acts 1:11,
note)

g Gospel: v. 17;
3:6,8; Eph. 6:15.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:16, note)

2:18
h Holy Spirit (NT):

vv. 18,22; 3:5;
Eph. 3:16. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

2:20
i 1 Cor. 3:11

j Christ (Stone): v.
20; 1 Pet. 2:4.
(Gen. 49:24;
1 Pet. 2:8, note)
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21in whom the whole building,

being fitted together, grows into a
kholy ltemple in the Lord,

22in whom you also are being
built together for a mdwelling place
of God in the hSpirit.

(8) The Church a “mystery”
hidden from past ages

(cp. Col.1:24–27)

3FOR this reason I, Paul, the pris-
oner of Christ Jesus for you Gen-

tiles—
2if indeed you have heard of the

dispensation of the ngrace of God
which was given to me for you,

3how that by revelation He made
known to me the omystery (as I
have briefly pwritten already,

4by which, when you read, you
may understand my knowledge in
the omystery of Christ),

5which in other ages was not
made known to the sons of men, as
it has now been prevealed by the
hSpirit to His kholy apostles and
prophets:

6that the Gentiles should be fel-
low heirs, of the same ebody, and
partakers of His promise in Christ
through the ggospel,

7of which I qbecame a minister
according to the gift of the ngrace of
God given to me by the effective
working of His rpower.

8To me, who am less than the
sleast of all the tsaints, this ngrace
was given, that I should gpreach
among the uGentiles the vunsearch-
able riches of Christ,

9and to make all see what is the
fellowship* of the omystery, which
from the beginning of the ages has
been hidden in God who wcreated
all things through Jesus Christ;*

*3:9 NU-Text and M-Text read stewardship
(dispensation). * NU-Text omits through Jesus
Christ.

2:12 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
2:15 new man. Here, and possibly in 4:13, the “new

man” is not the individual believer but the Church, consid-
ered as the body of Christ in the sense of 1 Cor. 12:12–13;
Eph. 1:22–23; compare Col. 3:10–11; see Heb. 12:23, note.

3:2 dispensation. Literally stewardship.
3:5 ages. Literally generations.
3:6 That Gentiles were to be saved was no mystery

(Rom. 9:24–33; 10:19–21). The mystery “hidden in God”
was the divine purpose to make of Jew and Gentile a whol-

ly new thing—”the church, which is His [Christ’s] body,”
formed by the baptism with the Holy Spirit (1 Cor.
12:12–13) and in which the earthly distinction of Jew and
Gentile disappears (Eph. 2:14–15; Col. 3:10–11). The reve-
lation of this “mystery” of the Church was foretold but not
explained by Christ (Matt. 16:18). The details concerning
the doctrine, position, walk, and destiny of the Church
were committed to Paul and his fellow “apostles and
prophets” by the Spirit (Eph. 3:5).

3:9 ages. Greek aiōn. See Mark 10:30, note.



18may be oable to comprehend
with all the psaints qwhat is the
width and length and depth and
height—

19to know the n love of Christ
which passes knowledge; that you
may be filled with all the fullness of
God.

20Now to Him who is able to do
exceedingly abundantly above all
that we ask or think, according to
the power that works in us,

21to Him be glory in the achurch
by Christ Jesus to all generations,
forever and ever. Amen.

II. The Walk and Service
of the Believer, 4:1—5:17

(1) A walk worthy of high position

4I, THEREFORE, the prisoner of
the Lord, beseech you to rwalk

worthy of the calling with which
you were called,

2with all lowliness and gentle-
ness, with longsuffering, bearing
with one another in nlove,

10to the intent that now the man-
ifold wisdom of God might be made
known by the achurch to the bprin-
cipalities and powers in the cheav-
enly places,

11daccording to the eternal pur-
pose which He accomplished in
Christ Jesus our Lord,

12in whom we have eboldness
and access with confidence through
ffaith in Him.

(9) Prayer for apprehension
13Therefore I ask that you do not

lose heart at my tribulations for you,
which is your glory.

14gFor this reason I hbow my
knees to the iFather of our Lord
Jesus Christ,*

15from whom the whole family in
heaven and earth is named,

16that He would grant you, accord-
ing to the jriches of His glory, to be
kstrengthened with might through
His lSpirit in the inner man,

17that Christ may mdwell in your
hearts through ffaith; that you, be-
ing rooted and grounded in nlove,

3:16
l Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 16; Eph. 4:3.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

3:17
m John 14:23; cp.

Col. 1:27

n Law (of Christ):
vv. 17,19; 4:2;
Eph. 4:15. (John
13:34; 2 John 5,
note)

3:18
o Cp. Eph. 1:18

p Cp. Rom. 1:7;
8:27; 12:13;
16:2

q Cp. 2 Tim. 2:7

4:1
r 1 Thess. 2:12

3:10
a Church (the

true): vv. 10,21;
Eph. 4:4. (Matt.
16:18; Heb.
12:23, note)

b Eph. 1:21

c See Eph. 1:3,
note

3:11
d Eph. 1:4,11

3:12
e Heb. 10:19

f Faith: vv. 12,17;
Phil. 1:29. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

3:14
g Cp. Eph. 3:1

h Bible prayers
(NT): vv. 14-21;
Phil. 1:9. (Matt.
6:9; Luke 11:2,
note)

i Eph. 1:3

3:16
j Eph. 1:7; 2:4;

Phil. 4:19

k Col. 1:11

1622 EPHESIANS 3:10—4:2

*3:14 NU-Text omits of our Lord Jesus Christ.

3:15 the whole family. Literally every family. 3:21 forever and ever. Greek aiōn. See Mark 10:30, note.
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3endeavoring to keep the unity of
the aSpirit in the bond of peace.

(2) Seven unities to be kept
4There is one bbody and one

cSpirit, just as you were called in
one hope of your calling;

5done Lord, eone faith, fone bap-
tism;

6gone God and Father of all, who
is above all, and through all, and in
you* all.

(3) The gifts of the risen
Christ and their purpose

(cp. 1 Cor. 12:4–11)
7But to each one of us hgrace was

given according to the measure of
Christ’s gift.

8Therefore He isays:

“When j He ascended on high,
He led captivity captive,
And gave gifts to men.”

9(Now this, “He ascended”–-what
does it mean but that He also first*

descended into the lower parts of
the earth?

10He who descended is also the
One who ascended far above all the
heavens, that He might k fill all
things.)

11And He Himself gave some to
be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, and some pastors and
teachers,

12for the equipping of the saints
for the work of ministry, for the led-
ifying of the mbody of Christ,

13till we all come to the unity of
the faith and of the knowledge of
the Son of God, to a nperfect oman,
to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ;

14that we should no longer be
pchildren, tossed to and fro and car-
ried about with every wind of doc-
trine, by the trickery of men, in the

4:15
q 2 Tim. 1:13
r Law (of Christ):

v. 15; Eph. 4:16.
(John 13:34;
2 John 5, note)

s Eph. 1:22
4:16

t Church (the
true): v. 16; Eph.
5:23. (Matt.
16:18; Heb.
12:23, note)

u Rom. 14:19;
15:2; 1 Cor.
14:26; 2 Cor.
10:8; 12:19;
Eph. 4:12,29

v Law (of Christ):
v. 16; Eph. 5:2.
(John 13:34;
2 John 5, note)

4:17
w Inspiration: v.

17; Eph. 5:14.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

x Eph. 2:2
4:18

y Death (spiritual):
v. 18; Col. 2:13.
(Gen. 2:17; Eph.
2:5, note)

z Life (eternal): v.
18; Phil. 4:3.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

4:19
aa 1 Tim. 4:2
bb Cp. Rom.

1:24-32
4:22

cc Col. 3:9-10
dd See Rom. 6:6,

note
4:23

ee Rom. 12:2
4:24

ff See Rom.
10:10, note

gg Sanctification
(NT): v. 24,
Eph. 5:26.
(Matt. 4:5;
Rev. 22:11,
note)

4:3
a Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 3; Eph. 4:4.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

4:4
b Church (the

true): v. 4; Eph.
4:12. (Matt.
16:18; Heb.
12:23, note)

c Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 4; Eph. 4:30.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

4:5
d 1 Cor. 1:13; 8:6

e 1 Cor. 15:1-8

f 1 Cor. 12:12-13

4:6
g 1 Cor. 8:6; 12:6

4:7
h Grace: v. 7;

Eph. 4:29. (John
1:14; John 1:17,
note). See 2 Pet.
3:18, note

4:8
i Inspiration: v. 8;

Eph. 4:17. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

j Ps. 68:18

4:10
k Eph. 1:23

4:12
l Rom. 14:19;

15:2; 1 Cor.
14:26; 2 Cor.
10:8; 12:19;
Eph. 4:12,29

m Church (the
true): v. 12; Eph.
4:16. (Matt.
16:18; Heb.
12:23, note)

4:13
n See Phil. 3:12,

note

o See Eph. 2:15,
note

4:14
p 1 Cor. 14:20

EPHESIANS 4:3–25 1623
cunning craftiness of deceitful plot-
ting,

15but, qspeaking the truth in
rlove, may grow up in all things into
Him who is the shead—Christ—

16from whom the whole tbody,
joined and knit together by what
every joint supplies, according to
the effective working by which
every part does its share, causes
growth of the tbody for the uedify-
ing of itself in vlove.

(4) The walk of the believer
as a new man in Christ

17This I say, therefore, and wtesti-
fy in the Lord, that you should no
longer xwalk as the rest of the* Gen-
tiles walk, in the futility of their
mind,

18having their understanding
darkened, being yalienated from the
z life of God, because of the igno-
rance that is in them, because of the
blindness of their heart;

19who, aabeing past feeling, have
bbgiven themselves over to lewd-
ness, to work all uncleanness with
greediness.

20But you have not so learned
Christ,

21if indeed you have heard Him
and have been taught by Him, as
the truth is in Jesus:

22that you ccput off, concerning
your former conduct, the ddold man
which grows corrupt according to
the deceitful lusts,

23and be eerenewed in the spirit
of your mind,

24and that you put on the new
man which was created according
to God, in true ffrighteousness and
ggholiness.

25Therefore, putting away lying,
*4:6 NU-Text omits you; M-Text reads us.
*4:9 NU-Text omits first. *4:17 NU-Text omits
rest of the.

4:11 gave. In 1 Cor. 12:8–28 the Holy Spirit is seen as
enduing the members of the body of Christ with spiritual
gifts, or enablements for a varied service; here certain
Spirit-endued men, that is, apostles, prophets, evangelists,
pastors and teachers are themselves the gifts whom the
glorified Christ bestows on His body the Church. In 
1 Corinthians, the gifts are spiritual enablements for specif-
ic service; in Ephesians, the gifts are men who have such
enablements. some to be apostles. The Lord, in bestowing

the gifted men, determines providentially (e.g. Acts
11:22–26), or directly through the Holy Spirit (e.g. Acts
13:1–2; 16:6–7), the places of their service. Some churches
or places need one gift, as, e.g. an evangelist; others need
rather a pastor or teacher. Absolutely nothing in Christ’s
service is left to mere human judgment or self-choosing.
Even an apostle was not permitted to choose his place of
service (Acts 16:7–8).

4:24 new man. The “new man” is the regenerate man



things the wrath of God comes
upon the iisons of disobedience.

7Therefore do not be jjpartakers
with them.

8For you were once darkness, but
now you are kk light in the Lord.
Walk as children of light

9(for the fruit of the Spirit* is in
all goodness, llrighteousness, and
truth),

10mm finding out what is accept-
able to the Lord.

11And have nnno fellowship with
the unfruitful works of darkness,
but rather expose them.

12For it is shameful even to
oospeak of those things which are
done by them in secret.

13But all things that are exposed
are ppmade manifest by the light, for
whatever makes manifest is light.

14Therefore He qqsays:

“Awake, rr you who sleep,
Arise from the dead,
And Christ will give you light.”

15See then that you walk circum-
spectly, not as fools but as wise,

16ssredeeming the time, because
the days are evil.

17Therefore do not be unwise,
but understand what the will of the
Lord is.

III. The Walk and Warfare
of the Spirit-filled Believer,

5:18—6:20

(1) The inner life
of the Spirit-filled believer

18And do not be drunk with
wine, in which is dissipation; but be
filled with the jSpirit,

19speaking to one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making ttmelody
in your heart to the Lord,

20ddgiving thanks always for all
things to God the Father in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ,

21uusubmitting to one another in
the fear of God.*

a“Let each one of you speak truth
with his neighbor,” for we are
members of one another.

26b“Be angry, and do not csin”:
do not let the sun go down on your
wrath,

27dnor give place to the edevil.
28Let him who stole steal no

longer, but rather let him labor,
working with his hands what is
good, that he may have something
to fgive him who has need.

29Let no corrupt word proceed
out of your gmouth, but what is
good for necessary hedification, that
it may impart igrace to the hearers.

(5) The walk of the believer
as indwelt by the Spirit

30And do not grieve the Holy
jSpirit of God, by whom you kwere
lsealed for the day of mredemption.

31Let all bitterness, wrath, anger,
clamor, and evil speaking be put
away from you, with all malice.

32And be kind to one another,
tenderhearted, n forgiving one an-
other, oeven as God in Christ pfor-
gave you.

(6) The walk of the believer
as God’s dear child

5THEREFORE be imitators of
God as dear qchildren.

2And walk in rlove, as Christ also
has sloved us and given Himself for
us, an offering and a tsacrifice to
God for a usweet-smelling aroma.

3But v fornication and all wun-
cleanness or xcovetousness, let it
not even be named among you, as is
fitting for ysaints;

4neither zfilthiness, nor aafoolish
talking, nor coarse bb jesting, which
are not ccfitting, but rather ddgiving
of thanks.

5For this you know,* that no eefor-
nicator, unclean person, nor cov-
etous man, who is an idolater, has
any ffinheritance in the ggkingdom
of Christ and hhGod.

6Let no one deceive you with
empty words, for because of these

5:3
v 1 Cor. 5:1; Gal.

5:19; Eph. 5:3;
Col. 3:5;
1 Thess. 4:3; cp.
2 Cor. 12:21;
Jude 7

w Col. 3:5-7
x Luke 12:15
y Cp. Rom. 1:7;

8:27; 12:13;
16:2

5:4
z James 1:21
aa Titus 3:9
bb Cp. Prov.

26:19
cc Rom. 1:28
dd Phil. 4:6; Col.

3:17; 1 Thess.
5:18

5:5
ee 1 Cor. 5:11
ff 1 Cor. 6:9-10
gg Kingdom

(NT): v. 5;
1 Tim. 6:15.
(Matt. 2:2;
1 Cor. 15:24,
note)

hh See Matt.
6:33, note

5:6
ii Eph. 2:2-3

5:7
jj 1 Tim. 5:22

5:8
kk 1 Thess. 5:5

5:9
ll See 1 John

3:7, note
5:10

mm Rom. 12:1-2
5:11

nn 2 Cor. 6:14
5:12

oo Cp. v. 3
5:13

pp John 3:21
5:14

qq Inspiration: v.
14; Eph. 5:32.
(Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

rr Is. 26:19;
60:1

5:16
ss Col. 4:5

5:19
tt James 5:13

5:21
uu1 Pet. 5:5

4:25
a Zech. 8:16

4:26
b Ps. 4:4
c See Rom. 3:23,

note
4:27

d James 4:7
e Satan: v. 27;

Eph. 6:11. (Gen.
3:1; Rev. 20:10,
note)

4:28
f Cp. Luke 3:11

4:29
g Cp. Matt. 12:34-

35
h Rom. 14:19;

15:2; 1 Cor.
14:26; 2 Cor.
10:8; 12:19;
Eph. 4:12,29

i Grace: v. 29;
Eph. 6:24. (John
1:14; John 1:17,
note). See 2 Pet.
3:18, note

4:30
j Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 30; 5:18; Eph.
6:17. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

k Assurance/se-
curity : v. 30;
Phil. 1:6. (Ps.
23:1; Jude 1,
note)

l See Eph. 1:13,
note

m See Rom. 3:24,
note

4:32
n Luke 6:37
o Cp. Matt. 18:21-

35
p Forgiveness: v.

32; Col. 1:14.
(Lev. 4:20; Matt.
26:28, note)

5:1
q 1 Pet. 1:14-16

5:2
r Law (of Christ):

v. 2; Eph. 5:25.
(John 13:34;
2 John 5, note)

s John 15:9;
1 John 3:16

t Sacrifice (of
Christ): v. 2;
Eph. 5:25. (Gen.
3:15; Heb.
10:18, note)

u See Lev. 1:9,
note

1624 EPHESIANS 4:26—5:21

*5:5 NU-Text reads For know this. *5:9 NU-
Text reads light. *5:21 NU-Text reads Christ.

as distinguished from the old man (Rom. 6:6, note), and is
a new man as having become a partaker of the divine na-
ture and life (Col. 3:3–4; 2 Pet. 1:4), and in no sense the

old man made over, or improved (2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 6:15;
Eph. 2:10; Col. 3:10). The new man is Christ “formed” in
the Christian (Gal. 2:20; 4:19; Col. 1:27; 1 John 4:12).



(2) The married life
of Spirit-filled believers as

illustrating Christ and the Church
22Wives, asubmit to your own

husbands, as to the Lord.
23For the husband is bhead of the

wife, as also Christ is chead of the
dchurch; and He is the eSavior of
the body.

24Therefore, just as the dchurch is
subject to Christ, so let the wives be
to their own husbands in everything.

25Husbands, f love your wives,
just as Christ also g loved the
dchurch and hgave Himself for iher,

26that He might jsanctify and
cleanse her with the washing of wa-
ter kby the word,

27that He might present iher to
Himself a glorious dchurch, not hav-
ing spot or wrinkle or any such
thing, but that she should be holy
and without blemish.

28So husbands ought to flove their
own wives as their own bodies; he
who loves his wife loves himself.

29For no one ever hated his own
flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it,
just as the Lord does the dchurch.

30For we are members of His
dbody,* of His flesh and of His bones.

31 l“For this reason a man shall
leave his father and mother and be
joined to his wife, and the two shall
become one flesh.”

32This is a great mmystery, but I
nspeak concerning Christ and the
dchurch.

33Nevertheless let each one of
you in particular so love his own
wife as himself, and let the wife see
that she orespects her husband.

(3) The domestic life of Spirit-filled
believers as children and servants

6CHILDREN, pobey your parents
in the Lord, for this is right.

6:1
p Col. 3:20

6:2
q Ex. 20:12; Deut.

5:16; cp. Jer.
35:8-19

6:4
r Col. 3:21

s Prov. 22:6

6:5
t 1 Pet. 2:18

6:6
u Col. 3:22

6:8
v Rewards: v. 8;

Phil. 4:1. (Dan.
12:3; 1 Cor.
3:14, note)

6:9
w Cp. 1 Pet. 2:23

x Col. 4:1

y Acts 10:34;
Rom. 2:11; Col.
3:25

6:10
z Matt. 23:8; Luke

8:21; John
21:23; Rom.
8:29; Heb.
2:11,17; Rev.
12:10; 19:10

aa Cp. Josh.
1:6,7,9

6:11
bb Cp. Rom.

13:12; 2 Cor.
6:7

cc Satan: v. 11;
Eph. 6:16.
(Gen. 3:1;
Rev. 20:10,
note)

5:22
a Col. 3:18; 1 Pet.

3:1-6; cp. Gen.
3:16

5:23
b 1 Cor. 11:3

c Col. 1:18

d Church (the
true): vv. 23-25,
27,29-30,32;
Col. 1:18. (Matt.
16:18; Heb.
12:23, note)

e See Rom. 1:16,
note

5:25
f Law (of Christ):

vv. 25,28; Eph.
6:23. (John
13:34; 2 John 5,
note)

g John 15:9;
1 John 3:16

h Sacrifice (of
Christ): v. 25;
Col. 1:14. (Gen.
3:15; Heb.
10:18, note)

i Bride (of Christ):
vv. 25,27; Rev.
19:7. (John
3:29; Rev. 19:7,
note)

5:26
j Sanctification

(NT): v. 26; Col.
1:22. (Matt. 4:5;
Rev. 22:11,
note)

k John 15:3;
17:17

5:31
l Gen. 2:24

5:32
m See Matt. 13:11,

note

n Inspiration: v.
32; Col. 2:4.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

5:33
o 1 Pet. 3:1

EPHESIANS 5:22—6:12 1625
2q“Honor your father and moth-

er,” which is the first command-
ment with promise:

3“that it may be well with you
and you may live long on the earth.”

4And you, fathers, do not rpro-
voke your children to wrath, but
sbring them up in the training and
admonition of the Lord.

5 tBondservants, be obedient to
those who are your masters accord-
ing to the flesh, with fear and trem-
bling, in sincerity of heart, as to
Christ;

6not with ueyeservice, as men-
pleasers, but as bondservants of
Christ, doing the will of God from
the heart,

7with goodwill doing service, as
to the Lord, and not to men,

8knowing that whatever good
anyone does, he will vreceive the
same from the Lord, whether he is a
slave or free.

9And you, masters, do the same
things to them, wgiving up threaten-
ing, knowing that your own xMaster
also* is in heaven, and there is no
ypartiality with Him.

(4) The warfare of Spirit-filled believers

(a) The warrior’s power
10Finally, my zbrethren, aabe

strong in the Lord and in the power
of His might.

(b) The warrior’s armor
11Put on the whole bbarmor of

God, that you may be able to stand
against the wiles of the ccdevil.

(c) The warrior’s foes
12For we do not wrestle against

flesh and blood, but against princi-
*5:30 NU-Text omits the rest of this verse.
*6:9 NU-Text reads He who is both their Master
and yours.

5:25 Christ . . . loved the church. Christ’s labor of love
on behalf of the Church is threefold: past, present, and fu-
ture: (1) for love He gave Himself to redeem the Church (v.
25); (2) in love He is sanctifying the Church (v. 26); and
(3) for the reward of His sacrifice and labor of love He will
present the Church to Himself in flawless perfection, “one
pearl of great price” (v. 27; Matt. 13:46).

5:29 the Lord. Literally Christ.
5:30 we. That is, believers.
5:32 church. Verses 30–31 are quoted from Gen.

2:23–24 and exclude the interpretation that the reference is
to the Church only as the body of Christ. Eve, taken from
Adam’s body, was truly “bone of [his] bones and flesh of
[his] flesh,” but she was also his wife, united with him in a
relation which makes of “two . . . one flesh” (Matt. 19:5–6),
and so a clear type of the Church as bride of Christ (com-
pare 2 Cor. 11:2–3). The bride types are Eve (Gen.
2:23–24), and Rebekah (Gen. 24:1–7, see note at v. 1). See
Hos. 2:2, note.

6:4 training. Or discipline.



severance and supplication for all
the saints—

19and for me, that utterance may
be given to me, mthat I may open
my mouth boldly to make known
the nmystery of the egospel,

20for which I am an oambassador
in chains; that in it I may speak
boldly, as I ought to speak.

Conclusion, 6:21–24
21But that you also may know my

affairs and how I am doing, pTychi-
cus, a beloved brother and qfaithful
minister in the Lord, will make all
things known to you;

22whom I have sent to you for
this very purpose, that you may
know our affairs, and that he may
rcomfort your hearts.

23Peace to the brethren, and slove
with faith, from God the Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

24 tGrace be with all those who
love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincer-
ity. Amen.

palities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this age,*
against spiritual hosts of wickedness
in the heavenly places.

13Therefore take up the whole
aarmor of God, that you may be able
to withstand in the evil day, and
having done all, to stand.

14Stand therefore, having girded
your bwaist with truth, having put
on the cbreastplate of righteous-
ness,

15and having shod your dfeet with
the preparation of the egospel of
peace;

16above all, taking the fshield of
faith with which you will be able to
quench all the fiery darts of the
gwicked one.

17And take the hhelmet of isalva-
tion, and the jsword of the kSpirit,
which is the eword of God;

(d) The warrior’s resource
18 lpraying always with all prayer

and supplication in the kSpirit, be-
ing watchful to this end with all per-
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l Col. 4:2;

1 Thess. 5:17

6:19
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4:3
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note
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6:21
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note). See 2 Pet.
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6:14
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Luke 12:35;
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1 Thess. 5:8

6:15
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e Gospel: vv. 15,

17,19; Phil. 1:5.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

6:16
f Cp. 1 John 5:4
g Satan: v. 16;

1 Thess. 2:18.
(Gen. 3:1; Rev.
20:10, note)

6:17
h Cp. Is. 59:17
i See Rom. 1:16,

note
j Cp. Heb. 4:12
k Holy Spirit (NT):
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note)
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*6:12 NU-Text reads rulers of this darkness.

6:12 rulers. Literally world rulers, Greek kosmokratores. 6:15 preparation. Literally readiness.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Paul Christian Experience c. A.D. 60

Background
The Epistle to the Philippians, one of Paul’s Prison Epistles, was written in Rome. It was at Philippi, which the apostle vis-
ited on his second missionary journey (Acts 16:12), that Lydia and the Philippian jailor and his family were converted to
Christ (Acts 16:14–34). Now, some few years later, the church was well established, as may be inferred from its address,
which includes “bishops [elders] and deacons” (1:1).

The occasion of the Epistle was to acknowledge a gift of money from the church at Philippi, brought to the apostle by
Epaphroditus, one of its members (4:10–18). This is a tender letter to a group of Christians who were especially close to
the heart of Paul (2 Corinthians 8:1–6), and comparatively little is said about doctrinal error.

The key verse is, “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (1:21). Paul was Nero’s prisoner, yet the Epistle fairly
shouts with triumph, the words “joy” and “rejoice” appearing frequently (1:4,18,25; 2:2,29; 3:1; 4:1,4,10). Right Chris-
tian experience is the outworking, whatever our circumstances may be, of the life, nature, and mind of Christ living in us
(1:6,11; 2:5,13).

Philippians reaches its pinnacle at 2:5–11 with the glorious and profound declaration regarding the humiliation and
exaltation of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Outline
The Epistle may be divided as follows:

Introduction 1:1–7
I. Christ, the Christian’s Life: Rejoicing in Spite of Suffering 1:8–30

A. Joy Triumphing Over Suffering 1:8–18
B. Paul’s Expectation of Deliverance 1:19–30

II. Christ, the Christian’s Pattern: Rejoicing in Lowly Service 2:1–30
A. Exhortation to Meekness and Unity 2:1–4
B. The Self-humbling of Christ 2:5–8
C. The Exaltation of Christ 2:9–11
D. The Outworking of Salvation 2:12–16
E. The Apostolic Example 2:17–30

III. Christ, Object of the Christian’s Faith, Desire, and Expectation 3:1–21
A. Warning Against Legalizers 3:1–3
B. Warning Against Legal Righteousness 3:4–6
C. Christ, Object of the Believer’s Faith for Righteousness 3:7–9
D. Christ, Object of the Believer’s Desire for Fellowship in Resurrection Power 3:10–14
E. Appeal for Unity Among Believers 3:15–16
F. Impossibility of Compromise for the Sake of Unity 3:17–19
G. Christ, Object of the Believer’s Expectation 3:20–21

IV. Christ, the Christian’s Strength: Rejoicing through Anxiety 4:1–19
A. Exhortation to Be in Agreement 4:1–3
B. The Secret of the Peace of God 4:4–7
C. The Presence of the God of Peace 4:8–9
D. The Believer’s Sufficiency Through Christ 4:10–19
Conclusion 4:20–23

THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE

P H I L I P P I A N S



10that you may approve the things
that are excellent, that you may be
sincere and without offense till the
hday of Christ,

11being filled with the kfruits of
lrighteousness which are by Jesus
Christ, to the glory and praise of
God.

12But I want you to know, breth-
ren, that the things which happened
to me have actually turned out for
the furtherance of the fgospel,

13so that it has become evident to
the whole palace guard, and to all
the rest, that my chains are in
Christ;

14and most of the brethren in the
Lord, having become confident by
my chains, are much more bold to
speak the fword without fear.

15Some indeed fpreach Christ
even from envy and strife, and some
also from goodwill:

16The former* fpreach Christ
from selfish ambition, not sincerely,
supposing to add affliction to my
chains;

17but the latter out of j love,
knowing that I am appointed for the
defense of the fgospel.

18What then? Only that in every
way, whether in pretense or in
truth, Christ is fpreached; and in
this I mrejoice, yes, and will rejoice.

(2) Paul’s expectation of deliverance
19For I know that nthis will turn

out for my odeliverance through
your prayer and the supply of the
pSpirit of Jesus Christ,

20according to my earnest expec-
tation and hope that in nothing I

Introduction:
Salutation and Thanksgiving,

1:1–7

1PAUL and Timothy, bondser-
vants of Jesus Christ,

To all the saints in Christ Jesus
who are ain Philippi, with the bbish-
ops* and cdeacons:

2dGrace to you and peace from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

3I thank my God upon every re-
membrance of you,

4always in eevery prayer of mine
making request for you all with joy,

5for your fellowship in the fgospel
from the first day until now,

6being confident of this very
thing, that He who has begun a
good work in you will gcomplete it
until the hday of Jesus Christ;

7just as it is right for me to think
this of you all, because I have you in
my heart, inasmuch as both in my
chains and in the defense and con-
firmation of the fgospel, you all are
partakers with me of dgrace.

I. Christ, the Christian’s Life:
Rejoicing in Spite of Suffering,

1:8–30

(1) Joy triumphing over suffering
8For God is my witness, how

greatly I long for you all with the af-
fection of Jesus Christ.

9And this I ipray, that your jlove
may abound still more and more in
knowledge and all discernment,

1:11
k See Rev. 19:8,

note

l See 1 John 3:7,
note

1:18
m Cp. Luke 9:50

1:19
n Job 13:16, LXX

o See Rom. 1:16,
note

p Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 19; Phil. 2:1.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

1:1
a Churches (lo-

cal): v. 1; Phil.
4:15. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

b Elders: v. 1;
1 Tim. 3:1. (Acts
11:30; Titus 1:5,
note). 1 Tim.
3:1-7

c 1 Tim. 3:8-13

1:2
d Grace: vv. 2,7;

Phil. 4:23. (John
1:14; John 1:17,
note). See 2 Pet.
3:18, note

1:4
e Eph. 1:16;

1 Thess. 1:2

1:5
f Gospel: vv. 5,7,

12,14-18; Phil.
1:27. (Gen.
12:3; Rev. 14:6,
note)

1:6
g Assurance/secu-

rity : v. 6; Col.
2:2. (Ps. 23:1;
Jude 1, note)

h Day (of Christ):
vv. 6,10; Phil.
2:16. (1 Cor.
1:8, note;
2 Tim. 4:8)

1:9
i Bible prayers

(NT): v. 9; Col.
1:3. (Matt. 6:9;
Luke 11:2, note)

j Law (of Christ):
vv. 9,17; Phil.
2:1. (John
13:34; 2 John 5,
note)

1628 PHILIPPIANS 1:1–20

*1:1 Literally overseers *1:16 NU-Text reverses
the contents of verses 16 and 17.

1:13 to the whole palace guard. Literally in the whole
Praetorium. Compare Phil. 4:22.

1:14 much more bold. The grandeur of Paul’s courage
inspired other believers also. Thus, when his voice was
muted through imprisonment, they were constrained to
proclaim the Gospel boldly in his stead.

1:18 rejoice. The apostle could rejoice as long as Christ
was being preached, even though the preaching was done
insincerely and with evil motives (vv. 15–18). On the oth-
er hand, he calls for a curse upon certain teachers who
perverted the Gospel message with legalism (Gal. 1:8–9).
Thus he reverses that standard of values which exalts right
conduct above correct doctrine.

1:1 CHURCHES (LOCAL), 
SUMMARY

A local church is an assembly of professed believers in
the Lord Jesus Christ, living for the most part in one lo-
cality, who meet together in His name for baptism, the
Lord’s Supper, worship, praise, prayer, fellowship, testi-
mony, the ministry of the Word, discipline, and the fur-
therance of the Gospel (Acts 13:1–4; 20:7; 1 Cor. 5:4–5;
14:26; Phil. 4:14–18; 1 Thess. 1:8; Heb. 10:25). Every
such local church has Christ as its center, is a temple of
God, and is indwelt by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 3:16–17).
In organization a local church is here stated (v. 1) to be
composed of “saints . . . with the bishops [elders, see
1 Tim. 3:1–13; Titus 1:5, note] and deacons.”



shall be ashamed, but with all abold-
ness, as always, so now also Christ
will be magnified in my bbody,
whether by life cor by death.

21For to me, to live is Christ, and
to ddie is gain.

22But if I live on in the flesh, this
will mean fruit from my labor; yet
what I shall choose I cannot tell.

23For* I am hard pressed between
the two, having a edesire to depart
and be with Christ, which is f far
better.

24Nevertheless to remain in the
flesh is more needful for you.

25And being confident of this, I
know that I shall remain and gcon-
tinue with you all for your progress
and joy of faith,

26that your rejoicing for me may
be more abundant in Jesus Christ by
my coming to you again.

27Only let your conduct be hwor-
thy of the igospel of Christ, so that
whether I come and see you or am
absent, I may hear of your affairs,
that you stand fast in jone spirit,
with one mind kstriving together for
the faith of the gospel,

28and not in any way terrified by
your adversaries, which is to them a
proof of lperdition, but to you of
msalvation,* and that from God.

29For to you it has been ngranted
on behalf of Christ, not only to obe-
lieve in Him, but also to psuffer for
His sake,

30having the same conflict which
you qsaw in me and now hear is in
me.

II. Christ the Christian’s Pattern:
Rejoicing in Lowly Service, 2:1–30

(1) Exhortation to meekness and unity

2THEREFORE if there is any con-
solation in Christ, if any comfort

of r love, if any fellowship of the
sSpirit, if any affection and tmercy,

2:2
u Law (of Christ):

v. 2; Col. 1:4.
(John 13:34;
2 John 5, note)

v v. 27; Phil. 4:2

2:3
w Gal. 5:26; James

3:14

2:4
x 1 Cor. 13:5

y Rom. 15:1-2

2:5
z Cp. Matt. 11:29;

John 13:14;
Rom. 15:3;
1 Pet. 2:21

2:7
aa Christ (first

advent): vv. 7-
8; 1 Tim.
1:15. (Gen.
3:15; Acts
1:11, note)

bb Cp. Ps. 8:4-6

2:8
cc Ps. 40:6-8

dd Heb. 5:8

2:9
ee Heb. 2:9

ff Eph. 1:21

2:10
gg Is. 45:23;

Rom. 14:11;
Rev. 5:13

2:11
hh John 13:13;

Rom. 14:9

2:12
ii John 6:27,29;

Heb. 4:11;
2 Pet. 1:10

jj See Rom.
1:16, note

2:13
kk 1 Cor. 12:6;

Heb. 13:20-
21

ll Eph. 1:5

1:20
a Eph. 6:19,20

b Cp. 1 Cor. 6:20

c Rom. 14:8

1:21
d Death (physi-

cal): v. 21; Heb.
9:27. (Gen.
2:17; Heb. 9:27,
note)

1:23
e 2 Cor. 5:2,8

f Ps. 16:11

1:25
g Cp. Phil. 2:24

1:27
h Eph. 4:1

i Gospel: v. 27;
Phil. 2:22. (Gen.
12:3; Rev. 14:6,
note)

j Eph. 4:3

k Jude 3

1:28
l Cp. 2 Thess.

1:4-6

m See Rom. 1:16,
note

1:29
n Acts 5:41; cp.

Matt. 5:12

o Faith: v. 29;
Phil. 3:9. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

p 2 Tim. 3:12

1:30
q Cp. Acts 16:19;

1 Thess. 2:2

2:1
r Law (of Christ):

v. 1; Phil. 2:2.
(John 13:34;
2 John 5, note)

s Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 1; Col. 1:8.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

t Col. 3:12

PHILIPPIANS 1:21—2:13 1629
2fulfill my joy by being like-mind-

ed, having the same ulove, being of
one accord, of vone mind.

3Let wnothing be done through
selfish ambition or conceit, but in
lowliness of mind let each esteem
others better than himself.

4Let each of you look out not only
for xhis own interests, but also for
the interests of yothers.

(2) The humiliation of Christ
5Let this mind be in you which

was also in zChrist Jesus,
6who, being in the form of God,

did not consider it robbery to be
equal with God,

7but made Himself of no reputa-
tion, aataking the form of a bondser-
vant, and bbcoming in the likeness
of men.

8And being found in appearance
as a man, He humbled Himself and
ccbecame ddobedient to the point of
death, even the death of the cross.

(3) The exaltation of Jesus
9eeTherefore God also has highly

exalted Him and given Him the
ffname which is above every name,

10that at the name of Jesus
ggevery knee should bow, of those
in heaven, and of those on earth,
and of those under the earth,

11and that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ hhis Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

(4) The outworking of salvation
12Therefore, my beloved, as you

have always obeyed, not as in my
presence only, but now much more
in my absence, iiwork out your own
jjsalvation with fear and trembling;

13for it is kkGod who works in
you both to will and to do llfor His
good pleasure.
*1:23 NU-Text and M-Text read But.
*1:28 NU-Text reads of your salvation.

1:26 Jesus Christ. Literally Christ Jesus.
2:3 selfish ambition. Or rivalry, factiousness.
2:6 form of God. This is one of the strongest assertions

in the NT of the Deity of Jesus Christ. The “form” (Greek
morphē), is the external appearance by which a person or
thing strikes the vision; yet it is an external form truly in-
dicative of the inner nature from which it springs. Nothing
in this passage teaches that the eternal Word (John 1:1)

emptied Himself of either His divine nature or His attri-
butes, but only of the outward and visible manifestation of
the Godhead. God may change form, but He cannot cease
to be God. At all times His divine attributes could be exer-
cised according to His will. See notes at John 1:1 and
20:28. robbery. Literally a thing to be held on to.

2:7 made Himself of no reputation. Literally emptied
Himself, that is, divested Himself of His visible glory.



Lord with all gladness, and hold
such men in esteem;

30because for the work of Christ
he came close to death, not regard-
ing his life, to supply what was lack-
ing in your service toward me.

III. Christ, Object of the
Christian’s Faith, Desire, and

Expectation, 3:1–21

(1) Warning against legalizers

3FINALLY, my brethren, mrejoice
in the Lord. For me to write the

nsame things to you is not tedious,
but for you it is safe.

2Beware of odogs, beware of pevil
workers, beware of the mutilation!

3For we are the qcircumcision,
who worship God in the rSpirit,* re-
joice in Christ Jesus, and have no
confidence in the sflesh,

(2) Warning against
legal righteousness

4though I also might have confi-
dence in the flesh. If anyone else
thinks he may have confidence in
the flesh, I tmore so:

5circumcised the eighth day, of the
stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benja-
min, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; con-
cerning the ulaw, a vPharisee;

6concerning zeal, wpersecuting
the xchurch; concerning the yrigh-
teousness which is in the z law,
blameless.

(3) Christ, object of the believer’s
faith for righteousness

7But what things were gain to me,
these I have counted loss for Christ.

8Yet indeed I also count all things
loss aa for the excellence of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord,
for whom I have bbsuffered the loss
of all things, and count them as rub-
bish, that I may gain Christ

9and be found in Him, not having
my own righteousness, which is
from the cc law, but that which is
through ddfaith in Christ, the eerigh-
teousness which is from God by
faith;

14Do all things without acom-
plaining and disputing,

15that you may become blameless
and harmless, children of God with-
out fault in the midst of a crooked
and perverse bgeneration, among
whom you shine as c lights in the
world,

16holding fast the word of life, so
that I may rejoice in the dday of
Christ that I have not run in vain or
labored in evain.

(5) The apostolic example
17Yes, and if I am being fpoured

out as a drink offering on the sacri-
fice and service of your faith, I am
glad and rejoice with you all.

18For the same reason you also be
glad and rejoice with me.

19But I trust in the Lord Jesus to
send gTimothy to you shortly, that I
also may be encouraged when I
know your state.

20For I have no one hlike-minded,
who will sincerely care for your
state.

21For all seek their own, not the
things which are of Christ Jesus.

22But you know his proven char-
acter, that as a son with his father
he served with me in the igospel.

23Therefore I hope to send him at
once, as soon as I see how it goes
with me.

24But I trust in the Lord that I my-
self shall also jcome shortly.

25Yet I considered it necessary to
send to you kEpaphroditus, my
brother, fellow worker, and fellow
soldier, but your messenger and the
one who ministered to my need;

26since he was longing for you all,
and was distressed because you had
heard that he was sick.

27For indeed he was sick almost
unto death; but God had mercy on
him, and not only on him but on me
also, lest I should have sorrow upon
sorrow.

28Therefore I sent him the more
eagerly, that when you see him
again you may rejoice, and I may be
less sorrowful.

29 lReceive him therefore in the

3:1
m 1 Thess. 5:16

n Cp. 2 Pet.
1:12,15

3:2
o Cp. Ps.

22:16,20; Is.
56:10-11

p Ps. 119:115

3:3
q Rom. 2:29

r John 4:24

s Flesh: vv. 3,4;
Col. 2:11. (John
8:15; Jude 23,
note)

3:4
t 2 Cor. 11:22-23

3:5
u Law (of Moses):

v. 5; Phil. 3:6.
(Ex. 19:1; Gal.
3:24, note)

v Acts 23:6

3:6
w Acts 8:3

x Church (visible):
v. 6; 1 Tim.
3:15. (1 Cor.
10:32; 1 Tim.
3:15, note)

y Righteousness
(OT): vv. 6,9;
2 Pet. 2:5. (Gen.
6:9; Luke 2:25,
note)

z Law (of Moses):
v. 6; Phil. 3:9.
(Ex. 19:1; Gal.
3:24, note)

3:8
aa Jer. 9:23-24;

1 Cor. 2:2;
cp. John 17:3

bb Cp. 2 Cor.
11:25-28

3:9
cc Law (of Mo-

ses): v. 9;
1 Tim. 1:9.
(Ex. 19:1; Gal.
3:24, note)

dd Faith: v. 9;
1 Thess. 1:7.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

ee See Rom.
3:21, note

2:14
a 1 Cor. 10:10

2:15
b Deut. 32:5

c Matt. 5:15-16

2:16
d Day (of Christ):

v. 16; 2 Tim.
1:18. (1 Cor.
1:8, note;
2 Tim. 4:8)

e Gal. 4:11;
1 Thess. 3:5

2:17
f Cp. 2 Tim. 4:6

2:19
g Cp. 1 Thess. 3:2

2:20
h 2 Tim. 3:10

2:22
i Gospel: v. 22;

Phil. 4:3. (Gen.
12:3; Rev. 14:6,
note)

2:24
j Cp. Phil. 1:25

2:25
k Phil. 4:18

2:29
l Cp. Matt. 10:40

1630 PHILIPPIANS 2:14—3:9

*3:3 NU-Text and M-Text read who worship in the
Spirit of God.

2:15 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note. 2:19 trust. Or hope.



(4) Christ, object of the believer’s
desire for fellowship
in resurrection power

10that I may know Him and the
apower of His bresurrection, and
the cfellowship of His sufferings, be-
ing conformed to His death,

11if, by any means, I may dattain
to the eresurrection from the dead.

12Not that I have already attained,
or am already perfected; but I press
on, that I may lay hold of that for
which Christ Jesus has also laid
hold of me.

13Brethren, I do not count myself
to have apprehended; but one thing
I do, fforgetting those things which
are behind and greaching forward to
those things which are ahead,

14I hpress toward the goal for the
prize of the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus.

(5) Appeal for unity among believers
15Therefore let us, as many as are

3:15
i See v. 12, note

j Cp. Gal. 5:10

k Hos. 6:3; James
1:5

3:17
l 1 Cor. 4:16;

Titus 2:7-8;
1 Pet. 5:3

3:19
m Cp. 2 Pet. 2:1

3:20
n Col. 3:1

o Christ (second
advent): v. 20;
Col. 3:4. (Deut.
30:3; Acts 1:11,
note)

p See Rom. 1:16,
note

3:21
q 1 John 3:2

r 1 Cor. 15:28

4:1
s Rewards: v. 1;

Col. 3:24. (Dan.
12:3; 1 Cor.
3:14, note)

4:2
t Phil. 2:2

4:3
u Gospel: v. 3;

Phil. 4:15. (Gen.
12:3; Rev. 14:6,
note)

v Luke 10:20

w Life (eternal): v.
3; Col. 1:27.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

3:10
a Eph. 1:19-20

b Resurrection: v.
10; Phil. 3:11.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

c 2 Cor. 1:5;
1 Pet. 4:13

3:11
d Cp. Luke 20:35

e Resurrection: v.
11; Col. 2:12.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

3:13
f Cp. Luke 9:62

g Cp. 1 Cor. 9:24;
2 Tim. 4:7

3:14
h Cp. Heb. 12:1-2

PHILIPPIANS 3:10—4:3 1631
imature, have jthis mind; and if in
anything you think otherwise, kGod
will reveal even this to you.

16Nevertheless, to the degree that
we have already attained, let us
walk by the same rule,* let us be of
the same mind.

(6) No compromise
for the sake of unity

17Brethren, join in following my
example, and note those who so
walk, as you have us lfor a pattern.

18For many walk, of whom I have
told you often, and now tell you
even weeping, that they are the en-
emies of the cross of Christ:

19whose mend is destruction,
whose god is their belly, and whose
glory is in their shame—who set
their mind on earthly things.

(7) Christ, object
of the believer’s expectation

20For our citizenship is in nheav-
en, o from which we also eagerly
wait for the pSavior, the Lord Jesus
Christ,

21who will transform our lowly
body that it may be qconformed to
His glorious body, according to the
working by which He is able even
to rsubdue all things to Himself.

IV. Christ, the Christian’s Strength:
Rejoicing through Anxiety, 4:1–19

(1) Exhortation to be of same mind

4THEREFORE, my beloved and
longed-for brethren, my joy and

scrown, so stand fast in the Lord,
beloved.

2I implore Euodia and I implore
Syntyche to be of the tsame mind in
the Lord.

3And* I urge you also, true com-
panion, help these women who la-
bored with me in the ugospel, with
Clement also, and the rest of my fel-
low workers, whose vnames are in
the Book of wLife.
*3:16 NU-Text omits rule and the rest of verse.
*4:3 NU-Text and M-Text read Yes.

3:11 from. Literally from among.
3:21 lowly body. Literally body of lowliness. His glori-

ous body. Literally the body of His glory.

3:12 ACHIEVING PERFECTION

The word “perfected” or “perfect,” as the Bible uses it
of men, does not refer to sinless perfection. Old Testa-
ment characters described as “perfect,” “blameless,” or
“loyal” were obviously not sinless (compare Gen. 6:9;
1 Kin. 15:14; 2 Kin. 20:3; 1 Chr. 12:38; Job 1:1,8; Ps.
37:37). Although a number of Hebrew and Greek
words are translated “perfect,” the thought is usually ei-
ther completeness in all details (Heb. tamam, Greek
katartizō), or to reach a goal or achieve a purpose
(Greek teleioō).

Three stages of perfection are revealed:
(1) Positional perfection, already possessed by every

believer in Christ (Heb. 10:14).
(2) Relative perfection, that is, spiritual maturity (Phil.

3:15), especially in such aspects as the will of God (Col.
4:12), love (1 John 4:17–18), holiness (2 Cor. 7:1), pa-
tience (James 1:4), “every good work” (Heb. 13:21).
Maturity is achieved progressively, as in 2 Cor. 7:1,
“perfecting holiness,” and Gal. 3:3, “are you now being
made perfect?” and is accomplished through gifts of
ministry bestowed (Eph. 4:12). And

(3) ultimate perfection, that is, perfection in soul,
spirit, and body, “for the equipping of the saints” which
Paul denies he has attained (Phil. 3:12) but which will
be realized at the time of the resurrection of the dead
(Phil. 3:11). For the Christian nothing short of the moral
perfection of God is always the absolute standard of
conduct, but Scripture recognizes that Christians do not
attain sinless perfection in this life (compare 1 Pet.
1:15–16; 1 John 1:8–10).



to be full and to be hungry, both to
abound and to suffer need.

13I can do all things l through
Christ* who strengthens me.

14Nevertheless you have done
well that you shared in my distress.

15Now you Philippians know also
that in the beginning of the
mgospel, when I departed from
Macedonia, no nchurch shared with
me concerning giving and receiving
but you only.

16For even in oThessalonica you
sent aid once and again for my ne-
cessities.

17Not that I seek the gift, but I
seek the fruit that pabounds to your
account.

18Indeed I have all and abound. I
am full, having received from
qEpaphroditus the things sent from
you, a sweet-smelling aroma, an ac-
ceptable rsacrifice, well pleasing to
God.

19And my God shall ssupply all
your need according to His riches in
glory by Christ Jesus.

Conclusion, 4:20–23
20Now to our God and Father be

glory forever and ever. Amen.
21Greet every saint in Christ

Jesus. The brethren who are with
me greet you.

22All the saints greet you, but es-
pecially those who are of Caesar’s
household.

23The tgrace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with you all.* Amen.

(2) The secret of the peace of God
4Rejoice in the Lord always.

Again I will say, rejoice!
5Let your gentleness be known to

all men. aThe Lord is at hand.
6bBe anxious for nothing, but in

everything by prayer and supplica-
tion, with cthanksgiving, let your re-
quests be made known to God;

7and the dpeace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus.

(3) The presence of the God of peace
8Finally, brethren, whatever things

are etrue, whatever things are fno-
ble, whatever things are gjust, what-
ever things are hpure, whatever
things are i lovely, whatever things
are of good report, if there is any
virtue and if there is anything praise-
worthy—meditate on these things.

9The things which you learned
and received and heard and saw in
me, these do, and the jGod of peace
will be with you.

(4) The believer’s sufficiency
through Christ

10But I rejoiced in the Lord great-
ly that now at last your care for me
has flourished again; though you
surely did care, but you lacked op-
portunity.

11Not that I speak in regard to
need, for I have learned in whatev-
er state I am, to be kcontent:

12I know how to be abased, and I
know how to abound. Everywhere
and in all things I have learned both

4:13
l Cp. John 15:5;

2 Cor. 12:9

4:15
m Gospel: v. 15;

Col. 1:5. (Gen.
12:3; Rev. 14:6,
note)

n Churches (lo-
cal): v. 15; Col.
1:2. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

4:16
o Cp. 1 Thess. 2:9

4:17
p Cp. Matt. 6:4

4:18
q Phil. 2:25

r Rom. 12:1; see
Heb. 10:18,
note

4:19
s Ps. 23:1; 2 Cor.

9:8

4:23
t Grace: v. 23;

Col. 1:2. (John
1:14; John 1:17,
note)

4:5
a James 5:7-9;

Rev. 22:7,20;
cp. Ps. 145:18

4:6
b Matt. 6:25;

1 Pet. 5:7

c 1 Thess. 5:17-
18; cp. Dan.
6:10

4:7
d See Matt. 10:34,

note

4:8
e Eph. 4:25

f 2 Cor. 8:21

g Deut. 16:20

h James 3:17

i 1 Cor. 13:4-7

4:9
j Heb. 13:20

4:11
k Heb. 13:5; cp.

1 Tim. 6:6

1632 PHILIPPIANS 4:4–23

*4:13 NU-Text reads Him who. *4:23 NU-Text
reads your spirit.

4:8 virtue. Or excellence. 4:10 has flourished. Literally has revived.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Paul Christ’s Preeminence c. A.D. 60

Background
The Epistle to the Colossians, like the letters to the Ephesians and Philippians, was written in Rome during Paul’s first im-
prisonment. Colosse, about 100 miles east of Ephesus, had never been visited by the apostle (1:7; 2:1). The church there
may have been founded by Epaphras (1:7; 4:12,13; Philemon 23), who, with many others, had probably been convert-
ed during Paul’s three-year ministry in Ephesus.

Someone had come to Colosse who taught an alluring but dangerous philosophy ultimately known as Gnosticism, the
basis of much heretical teaching even today. (For further information about this error, see 2:18, note.) No passage in the
New Testament more fully sets forth the eternal glory of the preexistent, omnipotent, exalted, and eternal Son of God than
1:15–23.

Outline
The Epistle may be divided as follows:

Introduction 1:1–8
I. The Apostle’s Prayer for the Colossian Christians 1:9–14

II. The Preeminent Glory of Christ 1:15–23
A. The Seven Superiorities of Christ 1:15–19
B. The Reconciling Work of Christ 1:20–23

III. The Apostle’s Concern for the Church at Colosse 1:24—2:23
A. The Church a “Mystery” Hidden During Past Ages 1:24–29
B. The Godhead Incarnate in Christ 2:1–23

1. Christ, the Fount of Wisdom 2:1–3
2. The Danger of Fine-Sounding Arguments 2:4–7
3. Twofold Warning Against False Philosophy and Legality 2:8
4. The Believer Complete in Christ 2:9–13
5. Law Observances Abolished in Christ 2:14–17
6. Warning Against False Mysticism 2:18–19
7. Warning Against Asceticism 2:20–23

IV. Some Characteristics of the Abundant Life of the Christian 3:1—4:6
A. The Extent of Union 3:1–4
B. Christian Living 3:5–17
C. Christian Family Relationships 3:18–21
D. Servants and Masters 3:22–4:1
E. Earnest Prayer; Wise Speech 4:2–6

Conclusion 4:7–18

THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE

C O L O S S I A N S



12giving thanks to the Father who
has qualified us to be partakers of
the inheritance of the saints in the
light.

13He has delivered us from the
power of darkness and conveyed us
into the kingdom of the Son of His
love,

14in whom we have tredemption
through His ublood,* the v forgive-
ness of sins.

II. The Preeminent Glory
of Christ, 1:15–23

(1) The seven superiorities of Christ
15He is the wimage of the invisi-

ble God, the firstborn over all cre-
ation.

16For xby Him all things were cre-
ated that are in heaven and that are
on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or
principalities or powers. yAll things
were created through Him and for
Him.

17And zHe is before all things,
and in Him aaall things consist.

18And He is the bbhead of the
body, the ccchurch, who is the be-
ginning, the firstborn dd from the
dead, that in all things He may have
the preeminence.

19For it pleased the Father that in
Him all the eefullness should dwell,

(2) The reconciling work of Christ
20and by Him to ffreconcile all

things to Himself, by Him, whether
things on earth or things in heaven,
having made peace gg through the
blood of His cross.

21And you, who once were alien-
ated and enemies in your mind by
wicked works, yet now He has
hhreconciled

22 ii in the body of His flesh

Introduction: Greeting
and Thanksgiving, 1:1–8

1PAUL, an apostle of Jesus Christ
by the will of God, and Timothy

our brother,
2To the saints and faithful breth-

ren in Christ awho are in Colosse:
bGrace to you and peace from

God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.*

3We give thanks to the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
cpraying always for you,

4since we heard of your faith in
Christ Jesus and of your dlove for all
the saints;

5because of the hope which is
laid up for you in heaven, of which
you heard before in the word of the
truth of the egospel,

6which has come to you, as it has
also in all the world, and is fbring-
ing forth fruit,* as it is also among
you since the day you heard and
knew the ggrace of God in truth;

7as you also learned from hEpa-
phras, our dear fellow servant, who
is a i faithful minister of Christ on
your behalf,

8who also declared to us your
jlove in the kSpirit.

I. The Apostle’s Prayer for the
Colossian Christians, 1:9–14

9For this reason we also, since
the day we heard it, do not cease to
lpray for you, and to ask that you
may be filled with the mknowledge
of His will in nall wisdom and spiri-
tual understanding;

10that you may owalk worthy of
the Lord, fully ppleasing Him, being
fruitful in every good work and in-
creasing in the qknowledge of God;

11 rstrengthened with all might,
according to His glorious power, for
all patience and longsuffering with
s joy;

1:11
r Eph. 3:16; 6:10

s 2 Cor. 8:2; Heb.
10:34

1:14
t See Rom. 3:24,

note

u Sacrifice (of
Christ): v. 14;
Col. 1:20. (Gen.
3:15; Heb.
10:18, note)

v Forgiveness: v.
14; Col. 2:13.
(Lev. 4:20; Matt.
26:28, note)

1:15
w 2 Cor. 4:4; Heb.

1:3

1:16
x John 1:1; Heb.

1:3

y Rom. 11:36;
Heb. 2:10

1:17
z Cp. John 17:5

aa Heb. 1:3

1:18
bb Eph. 1:22

cc Church (the
true): v. 18;
Col. 1:24.
(Matt. 16:18;
Heb. 12:23,
note)

dd Rev. 1:5

1:19
ee John 1:16

1:20
ff Reconcilia-

tion: vv. 20-
23. (Rom.
5:10; Col.
1:20, note)

gg Sacrifice (of
Christ): vv.
20-22; 1 Tim.
2:6. (Gen.
3:15; Heb.
10:18, note)

1:21
hh 2 Cor. 5:18-

19

1:22
ii Eph. 2:14-16

1:2
a Churches (lo-

cal): v. 2; Col.
4:15. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

b Grace: v. 2; Col.
1:6. (John 1:14;
John 1:17, note)

1:3
c Bible prayers

(NT): v. 3; Col.
3:9. (Matt. 6:9;
Luke 11:2, note)

1:4
d Law (of Christ):

v. 4; Col. 1:8.
(John 13:34;
2 John 5, note)

1:5
e Gospel: v. 5;

Col. 1:23. (Gen.
12:3; Rev. 14:6,
note)

1:6
f John 15:16

g Grace: v. 6; Col.
3:16. (John
1:14; John 1:17,
note)

1:7
h Col. 4:12;

Philem. 23

i 1 Cor. 4:1-2

1:8
j Law (of Christ):

v. 8; Col. 3:14.
(John 13:34;
2 John 5, note)

k Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 8; 1 Thess.
1:5. (Matt. 1:18;
Acts 2:4, note)

1:9
l Bible prayers

(NT): vv. 9-11;
Col. 4:12. (Matt.
6:9; Luke 11:2,
note)

m Eph. 5:17

n Eph. 1:8

1:10
o Eph. 4:1;

1 Thess. 2:12

p 1 Thess. 4:1

q 2 Pet. 3:18
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*1:2 NU-Text omits and the Lord Jesus Christ.
*1:6 NU-Text and M-Text add and growing.
*1:14 NU-Text and M-Text omit through His
blood.

1:6 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
1:15 firstborn over all creation. As used of our Lord

here, this term (Greek prōtotokos) refers to priority of posi-
tion rather than of origin. This meaning is clear in Ps.
89:27: “Also I will make him My firstborn, / The highest of
the kings of the earth.” The assertion in 1:15, therefore, is
that Christ, as the eternal Son, holds the position of priority

in relation to all creation, in that He was before all things
(v. 17), He created all things (v. 16), and in Him all things
consist (v. 17).

1:19 “For in Him all the fullness was pleased to dwell” (lit-
erally). God the Father was in Him (John 17:21–23), and God
the Holy Spirit was His in full measure (Is. 42:1; John 3:34).

1:21 alienated. Or estranged.



through death, to present you aholy,
and blameless, and above reproach
bin His sight—

23if indeed you continue in the
faith, grounded and steadfast, and
are cnot moved away from the hope
of the dgospel which you heard,
which was epreached to every crea-
ture under heaven, of which I, Paul,
became a minister.

III. The Apostle’s Concern for the
Church at Colosse, 1:24—2:23

The church a “mystery” hidden from
past ages (cp. Eph. 3:1–11)

24I now rejoice in my sufferings
for you, and fill up in my flesh what
is lacking in the fafflictions of
Christ, for the sake of His body,
which is the gchurch,

25of which I became a minister
according to the stewardship from
God which was given to me for you,
to fulfill the word of God,

26the hmystery which has been
hidden from ages and from genera-
tions, but now has been revealed to
His saints.

27To them God willed to make

1:27
i See Matt. 13:11,

note

j Rom. 8:10-11;
see Eph. 4:24,
note

k Life (eternal): v.
27; Col. 3:4.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

1:28
l Cp. Acts

20:20,27

m See Phil. 3:12,
note

1:29
n Eph. 3:7

2:1
o Phil. 1:30; Col.

1:29; 1 Thess.
2:2

2:2
p Cp. 2 Cor. 1:6

q Assurance/secu-
rity: v. 2;
1 Thess. 5:23.
(Ps. 23:1; Jude
1, note)

r See Matt. 13:11,
note

2:3
s 1 Cor. 1:24,30

2:4
t Inspiration: v. 4;

1 Thess. 4:15.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

u vv. 8,18; 2 Cor.
11:13; Eph.
4:14; 5:6

2:5
v Cp. 1 Cor.

14:40

w 1 Pet. 5:9

1:22
a Sanctification

(NT): v. 22; Col.
3:12. (Matt. 4:5;
Rev. 22:11,
note)

b Eph. 5:27

1:23
c 1 Cor. 15:58

d Gospel: v. 23;
1 Thess. 1:5.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

e Col. 1:6

1:24
f 2 Cor. 1:5

g Church (the
true): v. 24; Col.
2:19. (Matt.
16:18; Heb.
12:23, note)

1:26
h See Matt. 13:11,

note

COLOSSIANS 1:23—2:7 1635
known what are the riches of the
glory of this imystery among the
Gentiles: which* is jChrist kin you,
the hope of glory.

28Him we preach, lwarning every
man and teaching every man in all
wisdom, that we may present every
man mperfect in Christ Jesus.

29To this end I also labor, striving
according to His working which
works in me nmightily.

The Godhead incarnate in Christ

(1) Christ, the fount of wisdom

2FOR I want you to know what a
ogreat conflict I have for you and

those in Laodicea, and for as many
as have not seen my face in the
flesh,

2p that their hearts may be en-
couraged, being knit together in
love, and attaining to all riches of
the full qassurance of understand-
ing, to the knowledge of the rmys-
tery of God, both of the Father and*

of Christ,
3in whom are hidden all the trea-

sures of swisdom and knowledge.

(2) The danger from persuasive
words (cp. Rom. 16:17–18;

1 Cor. 2:4; 2 Pet. 2:3)
4Now this I tsay u lest anyone

should deceive you with persuasive
words.

5For though I am absent in the
flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, re-
joicing to vsee your good order and
the wsteadfastness of your faith in
Christ.

6As you therefore have received
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in
Him,

7rooted and built up in Him and
established in the faith, as you have
been taught, abounding in it* with
thanksgiving.
*1:27 M-Text reads who. *2:2 NU-Text omits
both of the Father and. *2:7 NU-Text omits 
in it.

2:2 mystery of God. The “mystery of God” is Christ, as
incarnating the fullness of the Godhead, and all the divine
wisdom and knowledge for the redemption and reconcilia-
tion of man.

1:20 RECONCILIATION

The word translated “reconcile” (Greek katallassō)
means to change thoroughly, and in its various forms
occurs in Rom. 5:10,11; 11:15; 1 Cor. 7:11; 2 Cor.
5:18–20; Eph. 2:16; Col. 1:20–21. A study of the pas-
sages referred to above indicates that the work of God
involves two distinct reconciliations:

(1) The reconciliation accomplished at Calvary—
”God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself”
(2 Cor. 5:19). Here God was not changed, for He had
always loved the world; nor was the world changed, for
it continued in sinful rebellion against God. But by the
death of Christ the relationship between God and the
world was changed: the barrier because of sin being
taken away judicially, enabling God to show mercy
where judgment was deserved. This reconciliation was
the work of God alone, in which man had no part. And

(2) there is a reconciliation wrought by God in the
sinner himself, whereby he becomes changed in his re-
bellious attitude toward God, so that he is persuaded to
receive the reconciliation already accomplished
through Christ at the cross (Rom. 5:11). In this ministry
of reconciling the sinner, Christians have a part, being
ambassadors for Christ bearing the “word of reconcilia-
tion” committed to them (2 Cor. 5:19) and pleading
with men: “Be reconciled to God” (2 Cor. 5:20).



(5) Law observances were abolished
in Christ (cp. Matt. 5:17)

14having lwiped out the hand-
writing of requirements that was
against us, which was contrary to
us. And He has taken it out of the
way, having nailed it to the cross.

15Having mdisarmed principalities
and powers, He made a public spec-
tacle of them, triumphing over
them in it.

16So let no one n judge you in food
or in drink, or regarding a festival
or a new moon or osabbaths,

17which are a pshadow of things
to come, but the substance is of
Christ.

(6) Warning against false mysticism
18Let no one cheat you of your re-

ward, taking delight in false humili-
ty and worship of qangels, intruding
into those things which he has not*

seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly
mind,

19and not holding fast to the
rHead, from whom all the sbody,
nourished and knit together by
joints and ligaments, tgrows with
the increase that is from God.

(7) Warning against asceticism
20Therefore,* if you died with

Christ from the basic uprinciples of
the world, why, as though living in
the world, do you subject your-
selves to regulations—

21“Do not touch, do not taste, do
not handle,”

22which all concern things which
perish with the using—according to
the commandments and doctrines
of men?

23These things indeed have an ap-
pearance of wisdom in self-imposed
religion, false humility, and neglect
of the body, but are of no value
against the indulgence of the vflesh.

(3) Twofold warning against
false philosophy and legalism

8Beware lest anyone cheat you
through philosophy and empty de-
ceit, according to the tradition of
men, according to the basic aprinci-
ples of the world, and not according
to Christ.

(4) The believer complete in Christ
9For in Him bdwells all the full-

ness of the Godhead bodily;
10and you are complete in Him,

who is the chead of all principality
and power.

11In Him you were also dcircum-
cised with the circumcision made
without hands, by putting off the
body of the sins* of the eflesh, by
the circumcision of Christ,

12 fburied with Him in baptism, in
which you also were raised with
Him through faith in the gworking
of God, who hraised Him from the
dead.

13And you, being idead in your
trespasses and the uncircumcision
of your flesh, He has jmade alive to-
gether with Him, having kforgiven
you all trespasses,

2:14
l Eph. 2:15-16

2:15
m Heb. 2:14; cp.

Eph. 6:12

2:16
n Rom. 14:3

o Sabbath: v. 16.
(Gen. 2:3; Matt.
12:1, note)

2:17
p Cp. Heb. 8:5;

10:1

2:18
q See Heb. 1:4,

note

2:19
r Eph. 4:15

s Church (the
true): v. 19; Col.
3:15. (Matt.
16:18; Heb.
12:23, note)

t Eph. 4:16

2:20
u Gal. 4:3,9-10

2:23
v Flesh: v. 23;

1 Pet. 3:21.
(John 8:15; Jude
23, note)

2:8
a Gal. 4:3,9-10

2:9
b Col. 1:19; cp.

John 1:14

2:10
c Eph. 1:20-21;

1 Pet. 3:22

2:11
d Cp. Deut. 10:16;

Jer. 4:4; Rom.
2:29; Phil. 3:3

e Flesh: v. 11;
Col. 2:23. (John
8:15; Jude 23,
note)

2:12
f Rom. 6:4

g Eph. 1:20

h Resurrection: v.
12; 1 Thess.
1:10. (2 Kin.
4:35; 1 Cor.
15:52, note)

2:13
i Death (spiritual):

v. 13; James
1:15. (Gen.
2:17; Eph. 2:5,
note)

j Eph. 2:5

k Forgiveness: v.
13; Col. 3:13.
(Lev. 4:20; Matt.
26:28, note)
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*2:11 NU-Text omits of the sins. *2:18 NU-
Text omits not. *2:20 NU-Text and M-Text omit
Therefore.

2:8,20 world. Greek kosmos. See Rev. 13:8, note.
2:22 doctrines. Or teachings.
2:23 no value. By creating a reputation for superior

sanctity, as some did, they did not really honor God but
only satisfied the flesh.

2:18 GNOSTICISM

The error against which Paul warned the Colossians lat-
er developed into the heresy called Gnosticism (from
Greek gnōsis, meaning knowledge). This false teaching
assigned to Christ a place subordinate to the true God-
head, and undervalued the uniqueness and complete-
ness of His redemptive work. It insisted that between a
holy God and this earth a host of beings, angels, etc.,
formed a bridge, of which host Christ was a member.
This system included the worship of angels (v. 18) and a
false asceticism (vv. 20–22).

For all these errors, the apostle had one remedy, a
knowledge (epignōsis, that is, full knowledge, 1:9–10;
3:10) of the fullness of God in Jesus Christ. Paul is not
afraid of wisdom, or knowledge, and refers to them fre-
quently, but he does insist that the knowledge be ac-
cording to divine revelation. His devastating answer to
this false teaching is in 1:19 and 2:9, in which the Lord
is revealed as the one in whom “dwells all the fullness
of the Godhead bodily.” The word “fullness” (Greek
plērōma) is the very word Gnosticism used for the en-
tire host of intermediary beings between God and man.
The incarnate Lord, crucified, risen, and ascended is
the only Mediator between God and men (1 Tim. 2:5).



IV. Some Characteristics of the
Abundant Life of the Christian,

3:1—4:6

The believer’s union with Christ
now and hereafter

3IF then you were araised with
Christ, seek those things which

are above, where bChrist is, sitting
at the right hand of God.

2Set your mind on things above,
not on things on the cearth.

3dFor you died, and your life is
hidden with Christ in God.

4When Christ who is our elife fap-
pears, then you also will appear
with Him in glory.

(1) Christian living
5Therefore gput to death your

members which are on the earth:
fornication, uncleanness, passion,
evil desire, and covetousness,
which is hidolatry.

6Because of these things the
iwrath of God is coming upon the
sons of disobedience,

7in which jyou yourselves once
walked when you lived in them.

8kBut now you yourselves are to
put off all these: anger, wrath, mal-
ice, blasphemy, filthy language out
of your mouth.

9Do not lie to one another, since
you have put off the lold man with
his deeds,

10and have put on the mnew man
who is nrenewed in knowledge ac-
cording to the image of Him who
created him,

11owhere there is neither Greek
nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircum-
cised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor
free, but Christ is all and in all.

12Therefore, as the pelect of God,
qholy and beloved, rput on stender
mercies, kindness, humility, meek-
ness, longsuffering;

13bearing with one another, and
forgiving one another, if anyone has
a complaint against another; even as
Christ t forgave you, so you also
must do.

14But uabove all these things put
on vlove, which is the bond of wper-
fection.

3:13
t Forgiveness: v.

13; Heb. 9:22.
(Lev. 4:20; Matt.
26:28, note)

3:14
u 1 Pet. 4:8

v Law (of Christ):
v. 14; 1 Thess.
3:6. (John
13:34; 2 John 5,
note)

w See Matt. 5:48,
note

3:15
x John 14:27

y Church (the
true): v. 15;
1 Thess. 4:17.
(Matt. 16:18;
Heb. 12:23,
note)

z 1 Thess. 5:18

3:16
aa Grace: v. 16;

Col. 4:6.
(John 1:14;
John 1:17,
note). See
2 Pet. 3:18,
note

3:17
bb 1 Cor. 10:31

3:18
cc Eph. 5:22

3:19
dd Eph. 5:25

3:21
ee Eph. 6:4

3:22
ff Eph. 6:5;

1 Tim. 6:1;
Titus 2:9;
1 Pet. 2:18

3:23
gg Eccl. 9:10

3:24
hh Rewards: v.

24; 1 Thess.
2:19. (Dan.
12:3; 1 Cor.
3:14, note)

4:3
ii See Matt.

13:11, note

3:1
a Rom. 6:5; Eph

2:6; Col. 2:12

b Rom. 8:34; Eph.
1:20

3:2
c Matt. 6:19-21

3:3
d Rom. 6:2; Gal.

2:20

3:4
e Life (eternal): v.

4; 1 Tim. 1:16.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

f Christ (second
advent): v. 4;
1 Thess. 1:10.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note).
1 John 3:2

3:5
g Rom. 8:13

h Cp. Eph. 5:5

3:6
i Rom. 1:18; Eph.

5:6

3:7
j Eph. 2:2; Titus

3:3

3:8
k Eph. 4:22; 1 Pet.

2:1

3:9
l See Rom. 6:6,

note

3:10
m See Eph. 4:24,

note

n Rom. 12:2;
2 Cor. 4:16

3:11
o Gal. 3:27-28

3:12
p Election (corpo-

rate): v. 12;
1 Thess. 1:4.
(Deut. 7:6;
1 Pet. 5:13,
note)

q Sanctification:
(NT): v. 12;
1 Thess. 4:3.
(Matt. 4:5; Rev.
22:11, note)

r Righteousness
(garment): vv.
12-15; 1 Tim.
2:10. (Gen.
3:21; Rev.
19:18, note)

s Phil. 2:1-2

COLOSSIANS 3:1—4:3 1637
15And let the peace of God xrule

in your hearts, to which also you
were called in one ybody; and zbe
thankful.

16Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly in all wisdom, teaching
and admonishing one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with aagrace in your
hearts to the Lord.

17And bbwhatever you do in word
or deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through Him.

(2) Christian family relationships
18Wives, submit to your own hus-

bands, as ccis fitting in the Lord.
19Husbands, dd love your wives

and do not be bitter toward them.
20Children, obey your parents in

all things, for this is well pleasing to
the Lord.

21eeFathers, do not provoke your
children, lest they become discour-
aged.

(3) Servants and masters
22 ffBondservants, obey in all

things your masters according to the
flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-
pleasers, but in sincerity of heart,
fearing God.

23And ggwhatever you do, do it
heartily, as to the Lord and not to
men,

24knowing that from the Lord you
will receive the hhreward of the in-
heritance; for* you serve the Lord
Christ.

25But he who does wrong will be
repaid for what he has done, and
there is no partiality.

4MASTERS, give your bondser-
vants what is just and fair,

knowing that you also have a Mas-
ter in heaven.

(4) Earnest prayer; wise speech
2Continue earnestly in prayer, be-

ing vigilant in it with thanksgiving;
3meanwhile praying also for us,

that God would open to us a door
for the word, to speak the iimystery
*3:24 NU-Text omits for.

3:15 God. Or Christ.



the circumcision; they have proved
to be a comfort to me.

12 iEpaphras, who is one of you, a
bondservant of Christ, greets you,
always laboring fervently for you in
jprayers, that you may stand kper-
fect and complete* in all the will of
God.

13For I bear him witness that he
has a great zeal* for you, and those
who are in Laodicea, and those in
Hierapolis.

14 lLuke the beloved physician and
mDemas greet you.

15Greet the brethren who are in
Laodicea, and Nymphas and the
nchurch that is in his* house.

16Now when this epistle is oread
among you, see that it is read also in
the pchurch of the Laodiceans, and
that you likewise read the epistle
from Laodicea.

17And say to qArchippus, “Take
heed to the rministry which you
have received in the Lord, that you
may fulfill it.”

18This salutation by my own
hand—Paul. sRemember my chains.
tGrace be with you. Amen.

of Christ, for which I am also in
chains,

4that I may make it manifest, as I
ought to speak.

5aWalk in bwisdom toward those
who are outside, redeeming the
time.

6Let your speech always be with
cgrace, seasoned with salt, that you
may know how you ought to answer
each one.

Conclusion: Personal Exhortations,
4:7–18

7dTychicus, a beloved brother,
faithful minister, and fellow servant
in the Lord, will tell you all the
news about me.

8I am sending ehim to you for this
very purpose, that he* may know
your circumstances and comfort
your hearts,

9with fOnesimus, a faithful and
beloved brother, who is one of you.
They will make known to you all
things which are happening here.

10gAristarchus my fellow prisoner
greets you, with hMark the cousin
of Barnabas (about whom you re-
ceived instructions: if he comes to
you, welcome him),

11and Jesus who is called Justus.
These are my only fellow workers
for the kingdom of God who are of

4:12
i Col. 1:7;

Philem. 23

j Bible prayers
(NT): v. 12;
1 Thess. 1:2.
(Matt. 6:9; Luke
11:2, note)

k See Phil. 3:12,
note

4:14
l 2 Tim. 4:11

m 2 Tim. 4:10;
Philem. 24

4:15
n Churches (lo-

cal): v. 15; Col.
4:16. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

4:16
o Cp. 1 Thess. 5:27

p Churches (lo-
cal): v. 16;
1 Thess. 1:1.
(Acts 8:3; Phil.
1:1, note)

4:17
q Philem. 2

r 2 Tim. 4:5

4:18
s Heb. 13:3

t Grace: v. 18;
2 Thess. 1:12.
(John 1:14; John
1:17, note). See
2 Pet. 3:18, note

4:5
a Eph. 5:15

b Matt. 10:16

4:6
c Grace: v. 6; Col.

4:18. (John
1:14; John 1:17,
note). See 2 Pet.
3:18, note

4:7
d Acts 20:4; Eph.

6:21; 2 Tim.
4:12; Titus 3:12

4:8
e Cp. Eph. 6:22

4:9
f Philem. 10

4:10
g Acts 19:29;

20:4; 27:2;
Philem. 24

h Acts 15:37;
2 Tim. 4:11

1638 COLOSSIANS 4:4–18

*4:8 NU-Text reads you may know our
circumstances and he may. *4:12 NU-Text
reads fully assured. *4:13 NU-Text reads
concern. *4:15 NU-Text reads Nympha . . . her
house.

4:12 Here is a touching illustration of priestly service through prayer (see 1 Pet. 2:9, note).



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Paul Christ’s Return c. A.D. 51

Background
The First Epistle to the Thessalonians, written at Corinth by Paul shortly after his departure from Thessalonica (Acts
17:1–10; 18:1), was probably among the earliest of the apostle’s inspired writings. Paul had visited Thessalonica on his
second missionary journey, preaching in the synagogue on three successive Sabbaths (Acts 17:1–9). Because violent per-
secution had broken out, he was sent away for his personal safety (Acts 17:5–10).

The occasion of 1 Thessalonians was the coming of Timothy, whom Paul had sent to Thessalonica from Athens
(3:1–2). Timothy’s good report of the faith and love of the Thessalonians and their tender regard for the apostle prompt-
ed Paul to write this touching and intimate letter in which he commends them for their steadfastness, reminds them of
truths he has taught them, and clears up certain questions which Timothy had reported about the Lord’s return.

Themes in Thessalonians
The theme of the Epistle is fourfold:

(1) to confirm the young converts in Thessalonica in the foundational truths already taught them;
(2) to exhort them to a life of personal holiness pleasing to the Lord;
(3) to comfort them concerning those who had died; and
(4) to instruct them concerning their own hope of the Lord’s return.
In every chapter of both 1 and 2 Thessalonians the coming of the Lord is prominent. The richness of Paul’s teaching is

evident in the fact that during one month the apostle had not only led them to Christ, but had taught them many of the
great doctrines of the faith (compare 1:4, note).

Outline
The Epistle may be divided as follows:

Introduction 1:1–4
I. The Model Church and the Three Tenses of the Christian Life 1:5–10

A. The Conversion of the Thessalonians 1:5–6
B. The Example of the Thessalonians 1:7–8
C. The Hope of the Thessalonians 1:9–10

II. The Model Servant and His Reward 2:1–20
A. Purity of Motive 2:1–6
B. Genuine Love 2:7–12
C. The Result: Genuine Faith 2:13–16
D. Joy in Fruitbearing 2:17–20

III. The Model Brother and His Sanctification 3:1–13
A. The Sending of Timothy 3:1–6
B. Prayer for Believers 3:7–13

IV. The Model Life and the Believer’s Hope 4:1–18
A. Abstaining form Sexual Immorality 4:1–8
B. Love for the Brethren 4:9–10
C. Relations to Others 4:11–12
D. The Revelation of the Rapture 4:13–18

V. The Model Life and the Day of the Lord 5:1–24
A. The Nature of the Day of the Lord 5:1–3
B. The Position of Believers 5:4–5
C. Exhortation to Watchfulness 5:6–11
D. Regulations Concerning Assembly Life 5:12–28

1. Relations to Overseers 5:12–13
2. Ministering to Each Other 5:14–15
3. Corporate Growth 5:16–22
4. Prayer for Sanctification 5:23–24

Conclusion 5:25–28
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heaven, whom He nraised from the
dead, even Jesus who delivers us
from the owrath to come.

II. The Model Servant
and His Reward, 2

2FOR you yourselves know,
brethren, that our coming to

you was pnot in vain.
2But even* after we had suffered

before and were spitefully treated at
qPhilippi, as you know, we were
rbold in our God to speak to you the
gospel of God in much conflict.

3For our exhortation did not
come from error or uncleanness,
nor was it in deceit.

4But as we have been approved
by God to be entrusted with the
sgospel, even so we speak, not as
pleasing tmen, but God who tests
our hearts.

5For uneither at any time did we
use flattering words, as you know,
nor a cloak for covetousness—God
is witness.

6Nor did we vseek glory from
men, either from you or from oth-
ers, when we might have made de-
mands as apostles of Christ.

7But we were gentle among you,
just as a nursing mother cherishes
her own children.

8So, affectionately longing for
you, we were well pleased to wim-
part to you not only the xgospel of
God, but also our own lives, be-
cause you had become dear to us.

9For you remember, brethren,
our y labor and toil; for laboring
night and day, that we might not be
a burden to any of you, we
preached to you the zgospel of God.

10You are witnesses, and God
also, how devoutly and justly and

Introduction, 1:1–4

1PAUL, Silvanus, and Timothy,

To the achurch of the bThessaloni-
ans in God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ:

Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.*

2We give thanks to God always
for you all, making mention of you
in our cprayers,

3remembering without ceasing
your work of faith, labor of love, and
patience of hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ in the sight of our God and
Father,

4knowing, beloved brethren, your
delection by God.

I. The Model Church and the Three
Tenses of the Christian Life, 1:5–10

5For our egospel did not come to
you in word only, but also in power,
and in the Holy fSpirit and in much
assurance, as you know what kind
of men we were among you for your
sake.

6And you became followers of us
and of the Lord, having received the
word in much affliction, with g joy
of the Holy hSpirit,

7so that you became examples to
all in Macedonia and Achaia who
ibelieve.

8For from you the word of the
Lord has jsounded forth, not only in
Macedonia and Achaia, but also kin
every place. Your faith toward God
has gone out, so that we do not
need to say anything.

9For they themselves declare con-
cerning us what manner of entry
we had to you, and how you turned
to God lfrom idols to serve the liv-
ing and true God,

10and to mwait for His Son from

1:10
n Resurrection: v.

10; 1 Thess.
4:14. (2 Kin.
4:35; 1 Cor.
15:52, note)

o Matt. 3:7; Rom.
5:9

2:1
p Cp. Gal. 2:2;

4:11; Phil. 2:16

2:2
q Acts 16:12-24

r Acts 17:1-3

2:4
s Gospel: v. 4;

1 Thess. 2:8.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

t Gal. 1:10

2:5
u 2 Cor. 2:17

2:6
v Cp. John

5:41,44

2:8
w Cp. Rom. 1:11

x Gospel: v. 8;
1 Thess. 2:9.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

2:9
y Acts 18:3;

20:34-35; 1 Cor.
4:12;2 Th. 3:7-
8; cp. Phil. 4:16

z Gospel: v. 9;
1 Thess. 3:2.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

1:1
a Churches

(local): v. 1;
1 Thess. 2:14.
(Acts 8:3; Phil.
1:1, note)

b Acts 17:1-9

1:2
c Bible prayers

(NT): v. 2;
1 Thess. 3:10.
(Matt. 6:9; Luke
11:2, note)

1:4
d Election (corpo-

rate): v. 4;
2 Thess. 2:13.
(Deut. 7:6;
1 Pet. 5:13,
note)

1:5
e Gospel: v. 5;

1 Thess. 2:4.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

f Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 5; 1 Thess.
1:6. (Matt. 1:18;
Acts 2:4, note)

1:6
g Acts 13:52

h Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 6; 1 Thess.
4:8. (Matt. 1:18;
Acts 2:4, note)

1:7
i Faith: v. 7;

1 Thess. 2:10.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

1:8
j Rom. 10:18

k 2 Thess. 1:4

1:9
l Cp. 1 Cor. 12:2;

Gal. 4:8

1:10
m Christ (second

advent): v. 10;
1 Thess. 2:19.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

1640 1 THESSALONIANS 1:1—2:10

*1:1 NU-Text omits from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ. *2:2 NU-Text and M-Text
omit even.

1:4 Even though Paul had ministered in Thessalonica for
less than a month, many great doctrines of the Christian
faith are alluded to in this Epistle: the Trinity (compare 1:1
with vv. 5–6); the Holy Spirit (1:5–6; 4:8; 5:19); Christ’s
second advent (1:10; 2:19; 3:13; 4:14–17; 5:23); the Day
of the Lord (5:1–3); assurance (1:5); conversion (1:9); elec-
tion (1:4); resurrection (4:14–18); sanctification (4:3; 5:23);
and Christian behavior (2:12; 4:1).

1:5 assurance. Literally fulfillment.

1:9 The tenses of the Christian’s life indicated here are
logical and give the true order. They occur also in v. 3. The
“work of faith” is to “[turn] to God from idols” (compare
John 6:28–29); the “labor of love” is to “serve the living
and true God”; and the “patience of hope” is to “wait for
His Son from heaven” (compare Matt. 24:42; 25:13; Luke
12:36–48; Acts 1:11; Phil. 3:20–21). Paul repeats this
threefold sequence in Titus 2:11–13.

1:10 from the dead. Literally from among the dead.



blamelessly we behaved ourselves
among you who abelieve;

11as you know how we exhorted,
and comforted, and charged* every
one of you, as a father does his own
children,

12that you would walk bworthy of
God cwho calls you into His own
kingdom and glory.

13For this reason we also thank
God without ceasing, because when
you dreceived the word of God
which you heard from us, you wel-
comed it not as the word of men,
but as it is in truth, the word of
God, which also effectively eworks
in you who fbelieve.

14For you, brethren, became imi-
tators of the gchurches of God
which are in Judea in Christ Jesus.
For you also suffered the same
things from your own countrymen,
just as they did from the Judeans,

15who killed both the Lord Jesus
and htheir own prophets, and have
persecuted us; and they do not
please God and are contrary to all
men,

16 i forbidding us to speak to the
Gentiles that they may be jsaved, so
as always to fill up the measure of
their ksins; but wrath has come
upon them to the uttermost.

17But we, brethren, having been
taken away from you for a short
time in presence, not in heart, en-
deavored more eagerly to see your
face with great desire.

18Therefore we wanted to come
to you—even I, Paul, time and
again—but lSatan hindered us.

19For what is our hope, or joy, or
mcrown of rejoicing? Is it not even
you in the npresence of our Lord
Jesus Christ oat His coming?

20For you are our glory and joy.

III. The Model Brother
and His Sanctification, 3

3THEREFORE, when we could
no longer endure it, we thought

it good to be left in Athens alone,
2and sent pTimothy, our brother

and minister of God, and our fellow

3:2
q Gospel: v. 2;

2 Thess. 1:8.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

3:3
r Eph. 3:13

s John 16:2; Acts
9:16; 1 Cor. 4:9;
2 Tim. 3:12;
1 Pet. 2:21

3:5
t Cp. 2 Cor. 

11:2-3

u Test/Tempt: v.
5; 1 Tim. 2:14.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note)

v Cp. Gal. 2:2;
4:11; Phil. 2:16

3:6
w Law (of Christ):

v. 6; 1 Thess.
3:12. (John
13:34; 2 John 5,
note)

x Cp. Phil. 1:8

3:7
y Cp. 2 Cor. 7:6-7

3:8
z Eph. 6:13-14;

Phil. 4:1

3:10
aa Bible prayers

(NT): vv. 10-
13; 1 Thess.
5:23. (Matt.
6:9; Luke
11:2, note)

bb 2 Cor. 13:9;
see Phil. 3:12,
note

3:12
cc Phil. 1:9

dd John 13:34-
35; 1 John
4:7,12

ee Law (of
Christ): v. 12;
1 Thess. 4:9.
(John 13:34;
2 John 5, note)

3:13
ff 2 Thess. 2:17

gg Christ (second
advent): v. 13;
1 Thess. 4:14.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11,
note)

4:1
hh 1 Cor. 15:58

2:10
a Faith: v. 10;

1 Thess. 2:13.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

2:12
b Eph. 4:1

c 1 Cor. 1:9;
2 Thess. 2:14;
2 Tim. 1:9

2:13
d Mark 4:20

e 1 Pet. 1:23

f Faith: v. 13;
1 Thess. 4:14.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

2:14
g Churches (lo-

cal): v. 14;
2 Thess. 1:1.
(Acts 8:3; Phil.
1:1, note)

2:15
h Jer. 2:30; Matt.

23:34-35; Acts
7:52; cp. Luke
20:9-19

2:16
i Cp. Acts 17:5,

13; 18:12;
22:21-22

j See Rom. 1:16,
note

k See Rom. 3:23,
note

2:18
l Satan: v. 18;

2 Thess. 2:9.
(Gen. 3:1; Rev.
20:10, note)

2:19
m Rewards: v. 19;

2 Tim. 4:8.
(Dan. 12:3;
1 Cor. 3:14,
note)

n Jude 24

o Christ (second
advent): v. 19;
1 Thess. 3:13.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

3:2
p Cp. Acts 17:15;

Phil. 2:19

1 THESSALONIANS 2:11—4:1 1641
laborer in the qgospel of Christ, to
establish you and encourage you
concerning your faith,

3rthat no one should be shaken by
these afflictions; for you yourselves
know that swe are appointed to
this.

4For, in fact, we told you before
when we were with you that we
would suffer tribulation, just as it
happened, and you know.

5For this reason, when I could no
longer endure it, I sent to know
your faith, tlest by some means the
tempter had utempted you, and our
labor vmight be in vain.

6But now that Timothy has come
to us from you, and brought us good
news of your faith and w love, and
that you always have good remem-
brance of us, greatly xdesiring to see
us, as we also to see you—

7therefore, brethren, in all our af-
fliction and distress we were ycom-
forted concerning you by your faith.

8For now we live, if you zstand
fast in the Lord.

9For what thanks can we render
to God for you, for all the joy with
which we rejoice for your sake be-
fore our God,

10night and day aapraying exceed-
ingly that we may see your face and
bbperfect what is lacking in your
faith?

11Now may our God and Father
Himself, and our Lord Jesus Christ,
direct our way to you.

12And may the Lord make you in-
crease and ccabound ddin eelove to
one another and to all, just as we do
to you,

13so that He may establish ffyour
hearts blameless in holiness before
our God and Father ggat the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His
saints.

IV. The Model Walk and the
Believer’s Hope, 4

4FINALLY then, brethren, we
urge and exhort in the Lord

Jesus that you should hhabound
more and more, just as you received
*2:11 NU-Text and M-Text read implored.

3:5 know. That is, ascertain.

Timothy: honoring God. A young Christian who trav-
eled with Paul on his journeys. Paul addressed two
letters to him.



alive and remain until the coming
of the Lord will by no means pre-
cede those who are asleep.

16qFor the Lord Himself will de-
scend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of an archangel, and
with the trumpet of God. And the
dead in Christ rwill srise first.

17 tThen uwe who are alive and
remain shall be caught up together
with uthem in the clouds to meet
the Lord in the air. And thus we
shall always vbe with the Lord.

18Therefore comfort one another
with these words.

V. The Model Walk and the Day of
the Lord, 5:1–24. (See Joel 1:15

and Rev. 19:19, notes)

5BUT concerning the times and
the seasons, brethren, you have

no need that I should write to you.
2For you yourselves know perfect-

ly that the wday of the Lord so
comes as a thief in the night.

3For when they say, “Peace and
safety!” then sudden destruction
comes upon them, as labor pains
upon a pregnant woman. And they
shall not escape.

4But xyou, brethren, are not in
darkness, so that this Day should
overtake you as a thief.

5You are all sons of light and sons
of the day. We are not of the night
nor of darkness.

6 yTherefore let us not sleep, as
others do, but let us zwatch and be
aasober.

7For those who sleep, sleep at
night, and those who get drunk are
drunk at night.

8But let us who are of the day be
sober, putting on the bbbreastplate
of faith and love, and as a helmet
the hope of ccsalvation.

9For God did not appoint us to
wrath, but to obtain ddsalvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ,

from us how you ought ato walk and
to please God;

2for you know what command-
ments we gave you through the
Lord Jesus.

3For this is the will of God, your
bsanctification: cthat you should ab-
stain from sexual immorality;

4that each of you should know
how to possess his own vessel in
sanctification and honor,

5not in passion of lust, like the
dGentiles who do not know God;

6that no one should take advan-
tage of and defraud his brother in
this matter, because the Lord is the
avenger of all such, as we also fore-
warned you and testified.

7For God did not call us to un-
cleanness, ebut in holiness.

8Therefore he who frejects this
does not freject man, but God, who
has also given* us His Holy gSpirit.

9But concerning brotherly love
you have no need that I should write
to you, for you yourselves are
htaught by God to ilove one another;

10and indeed you do so toward all
the brethren who are in all Mace-
donia. But we urge you, brethren,
that you increase more and more;

11that you also aspire to lead a
quiet life, to jmind your own busi-
ness, and to work with your own
hands, as we commanded you,

12that you may walk kproperly to-
ward those who are outside, and
that you may lack nothing.

The revelation of the rapture
of the Church

13But I do not want you to be ig-
norant, brethren, concerning those
who have fallen lasleep, lest you
sorrow as others who have no hope.

14For if we mbelieve that Jesus
died and nrose again, even so God
will bring with Him othose who
sleep in Jesus.*

15For this we psay to you by the
word of the Lord, that we who are

4:16
q Christ (second

advent): vv. 14-
17; 1 Thess.
5:23. (Deut.
30:3; Acts 1:11,
note)

r Resurrection: v.
16; 2 Tim. 2:8.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

s Rev. 20:6

4:17
t 1 Cor. 15:51-53

u Church (the
true): vv. 15-18;
Heb. 2:12.
(Matt. 16:18;
Heb. 12:23,
note)

v John 14:3

5:2
w Day (of the

LORD): vv. 1-4;
2 Thess. 2:2.
(Ps. 2:9; Rev.
19:19, note)

5:4
x Eph. 5:8; 1 John

2:8

5:6
y Cp. Rom. 13:12-

13

z Matt. 25:13;
Mark 13:35

aa 1 Pet. 5:8

5:8
bb Cp. Is. 59:17;

Eph. 6:14

cc See Rom.
1:16, note

5:9
dd See Rom.

1:16, note

4:1
a Col. 1:10

4:3
b Sanctification

(NT): v. 3;
1 Thess. 5:23.
(Matt. 4:5; Rev.
22:11, note)

c 1 Cor. 6:15-20

4:5
d Eph. 4:17-18

4:7
e Lev. 11:44;

Heb. 12:14;
1 Pet. 1:14-16

4:8
f Luke 10:16

g Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 8; 1 Thess.
5:19. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

4:9
h John 15:12,17

i Law (of Christ):
v. 9; 1 Thess.
5:13. (John
13:34; 2 John 5,
note)

4:11
j 2 Thess. 3:11;

1 Pet. 4:15

4:12
k 1 Pet. 2:12

4:13
l Cp. John 11:11-

14

4:14
m Faith: v. 14;

2 Thess. 1:10.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

n Resurrection: v.
14; 1 Thess.
4:16. (2 Kin.
4:35; 1 Cor.
15:52, note)

o 1 Cor. 15:20

4:15
p Inspiration: vv.

15-18; 1 Tim.
4:1. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

1642 1 THESSALONIANS 4:2—5:9

*4:8 NU-Text reads who also gives. *4:14 Or
those who through Jesus sleep

4:6 defraud. Literally wrong.
4:17 caught up together. This central passage on the

blessed hope of the Church includes: (1) reassurance (vv.
13–14); (2) revelation (vv. 15–17, setting forth the return of
Christ, the rapture of the Church, and the reunion of all be-
lievers); and (3) comfort (v. 18). in the clouds. Or in clouds.

4:18 comfort. Or exhort, encourage.
5:4 you. Paul’s careful alternation of the pronouns

“those” and “you” throughout this passage is sufficient to
show that he never conceived of the Church, the body of
Christ, as remaining on earth during the time of wrath in
the Day of the Lord.



10who died for us, that whether
we wake or sleep, we should live to-
gether with Him.

11Therefore comfort each other
and edify one another, just as you
also are doing.

12And we urge you, brethren, to
recognize athose who labor among
you, and are over you in the Lord
and admonish you,

13and to esteem them very highly
in blove for their work’s sake. Be at
peace among yourselves.

14Now we exhort you, brethren,
warn those who are unruly, comfort

5:19
c Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 19; 2 Thess.
2:13. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

5:23
d Sanctification

(NT): v. 23;
1 Tim. 4:5.
(Matt. 4:5; Rev.
22:11, note)

e Bible prayers
(NT): v. 23;
2 Thess. 1:11.
(Matt. 6:9; Luke
11:2, note)

f Assurance/secu-
rity: v. 23;
2 Thess. 3:3.
(Ps. 23:1; Jude
1, note)

g 1 Cor. 1:8-9

h Christ (second
advent): v. 23;
2 Thess. 1:7.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

5:24
i 1 Cor. 10:13;

2 Thess. 3:3

j Phil. 1:6

5:12
a Heb. 13:7,17

5:13
b Law (of Christ):

v. 13; 2 Thess.
1:3. (John
13:34; 2 John 5,
note)

1 THESSALONIANS 5:10–28 1643
the fainthearted, uphold the weak,
be patient with all.

15See that no one renders evil for
evil to anyone, but always pursue
what is good both for yourselves
and for all.

16Rejoice always,
17pray without ceasing,
18in everything give thanks; for

this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you.

19Do not quench the cSpirit.
20Do not despise prophecies.
21Test all things; hold fast what is

good.
22Abstain from every form of evil.
23Now may the God of peace

Himself dsanctify you completely;
eand may your whole spirit, soul,
and body be fpreserved gblameless
at the hcoming of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

24 iHe who calls you is faithful,
who also will jdo it.

Conclusion, 5:25–28
25Brethren, pray for us.
26Greet all the brethren with a

holy kiss.
27I charge you by the Lord that

this epistle be read to all the holy*

brethren.
28The grace of our Lord Jesus

Christ be with you. Amen.
*5:27 NU-Text omits holy.

5:11 comfort. Or exhort, encourage.
5:14 exhort. Or encourage.
5:27 charge. Literally adjure, that is, solemnly appeal.

5:23 THE SOUL AND SPIRIT

Although the words “soul” and “spirit” are sometimes
used interchangeably in Scripture when referring to
man (Job 7:11; 1 Cor. 5:5; Heb. 10:39), a distinction is
observed in some passages. They are declared to be di-
visible (Heb. 4:12) and are distinguished when used in
reference to the burial and resurrection of the human
body. The body is buried a natural body (Greek sōma
psuchikon—soul-body) but raised a spiritual body
(Greek sōma pneumatikon) (1 Cor. 15:44).

The difference between the two terms seems to be
that the spirit is that which “knows” (1 Cor. 2:11) and is
capable of God-consciousness and communication
with God (Job 32:8; Prov. 20:27; compare Ps. 18:28),
whereas the soul is the seat of the affections, desires,
emotions, and the will of man (Matt. 11:29; 26:38; John
12:27). The NT word for soul (Greek psuchē) corre-
sponds to the OT soul (Heb. nephesh; e.g. Deut. 6:5;
14:26; 1 Sam. 18:1; 20:4,17; Job 14:22; Ps. 42:6; 84:2),
whereas the NT word for spirit (Greek pneuma) is the
same in meaning as the OT word for spirit (Heb. ruach;
e.g. Gen. 41:8; 1 Cor. 5:5). See Gen. 1:26, note.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Paul Day of the Lord c. A.D. 51

Background
The Second Epistle to the Thessalonians was written by Paul shortly after he wrote his first letter to them.

The Thessalonian converts were “shaken” and “disturbed,” supposing, perhaps on the authority of a forged letter as
from Paul, that the persecutions they were suffering were those of the “great and awesome day of the LORD” (Joel 2:31;
see Joel 1:15; Revelation 19:19; and notes) from which they had been taught to expect deliverance at the day of Christ,
that time of “our gathering together to Him” (2:1).

The present letter, then, was written to instruct the Thessalonian Christians that “our gathering together to Him [Christ]”
(1 Thessalonians 4:14–17; 2 Thessalonians 2:1) will precede the Day of the Lord. First Thessalonians has more in view
the translation of the Church; the second Epistle, “the day of the Lord” which will follow it.

Outline
The Epistle may be divided as follows:

Introduction 1:1–4
I. Comfort in Persecution 1:5–12

A. God’s Recompense for Suffering 1:5–10
B. Prayer for a Significant Work of God 1:11–12

II. The Day of the Lord, and the Man of Lawlessness 2:1–12
A. Exhortation to Understanding 2:1–2
B. The Revealing of the Man of Lawlessness 2:3–12

1. The Rebellion 2:3
2. Characteristics of the Man of Lawlessness 2:4
3. The Restrainer 2:5–7
4. Satanic Activity 2:8–10
5. God’s Judgment 2:11–12

III. Exhortations and Instructions 2:13—3:15
A. Plea for Steadfastness 2:13–17
B. Request for Prayer 3:1–5
C. Need for Diligence in Work 3:6–13
D. Instructions for Discipline 3:14–15
Conclusion 3:16–18

THE SECOND EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE

T H E S S A L O N I A N S



Introduction: Salutation, 1:1–4

1PAUL, Silvanus, and Timothy,

To the achurch of the Thessaloni-
ans in God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ:

2Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3We are bound to thank God al-
ways for you, brethren, as it is fit-
ting, because your faith grows ex-
ceedingly, and the b love of every
one of you all abounds toward each
other,

4so that we ourselves boast of you
among the cchurches of God for
your patience and faith in all your
persecutions and tribulations that
you endure,

I. Comfort in Persecution, 1:5–12
5which is manifest evidence of

the righteous judgment of God, that

1:7
d Christ (second

advent): v. 7;
2 Thess. 2:8.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

e See Heb. 1:4,
note

1:8
f Day (of destruc-

tion): vv. 7-10;
Rev. 19:20. (Job
21:30; Rev.
20:11, note)

g Gospel: v. 8;
2 Thess. 2:14.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

1:10
h Matt. 25:31

i John 17:10

j Faith: v. 10;
1 Tim. 1:16.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

1:11
k Bible prayers

(NT): vv. 11-12;
2 Thess. 2:16.
(Matt. 6:9; Luke
11:2, note)

l Col. 1:12

1:12
m Grace: v. 12;

2 Thess. 2:16.
(John 1:14; John
1:17, note). See
2 Pet. 3:18, note

2:2
n Day (of the

LORD): vv. 1-12;
2 Pet. 3:10. (Ps.
2:9; Rev. 19:19,
note). See tex-
tual note

2:3
o Apostasy: vv. 1-

12; 1 Tim. 4:1.
(Luke 18:8;
2 Tim. 3:1, note)

p The Beast: vv.
3-8; Rev. 13:1.
(Dan. 7:8; Rev.
19:20, note)

2:4
q Cp. Is. 14:14;

Ezek. 28:2

1:1
a Churches

(local): v. 1;
2 Thess. 1:4.
(Acts 8:3; Phil.
1:1, note)

1:3
b Law (of Christ):

v. 3; 1 Tim. 1:5.
(John 13:34;
2 John 5, note)

1:4
c Churches

(local): v. 4;
1 Tim. 3:5. (Acts
8:3; Phil. 1:1,
note)

2 THESSALONIANS 1:1—2:4 1645
you may be counted worthy of the
kingdom of God, for which you also
suffer;

6since it is a righteous thing with
God to repay with tribulation those
who trouble you,

7and to give you who are troubled
rest with us dwhen the Lord Jesus is
revealed from heaven with His
mighty eangels,

8in flaming fire taking fvengeance
on those who do not know God,
and on those who do not obey the
ggospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

9These shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the
presence of the Lord and from the
glory of His power,

10when He comes, in that Day,
hto be iglorified in His saints and to
be admired among all those who
jbelieve,* because our testimony
among you was believed.

11Therefore we also kpray always
for you that our God would lcount
you worthy of this calling, and fulfill
all the good pleasure of His goodness
and the work of faith with power,

12that the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ may be glorified in you, and
you in Him, according to the mgrace
of our God and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

II. The Day of the Lord
and the Man of Sin, 2:1–12

2NOW, brethren, concerning the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ

and our gathering together to Him,
we ask you,

2not to be soon shaken in mind or
troubled, either by spirit or by word
or by letter, as if from us, as though
the nday of Christ* had come.

3Let no one deceive you by any
means; for that Day will not come
unless the ofalling away comes first,
and the pman of sin* is revealed, the
son of perdition,

4who opposes and qexalts himself
above all that is called God or that is
worshiped, so that he sits as God*

*1:10 NU-Text and M-Text read have believed.
*2:2 NU-Text reads the Lord. *2:3 NU-Text
reads lawlessness. *2:4 NU-Text omits as God.

2:3 the falling away. Greek hē apostasia meaning the
rebellion or the departure.

2:3 EVENTS LEADING TO 
THE DAY OF THE LORD

The order of events is:
(1) The working of the mystery of lawlessness under

divine restraint which had already begun in the apos-
tle’s time (v. 7) and which has been expanding through-
out the Church Age.

(2) The removal of that which restrains the mystery of
lawlessness (vv. 6–7). There are various views as to the
identity of the restraining influence. The use of the mas-
culine pronoun “He” indicates that it is a person. It
seems evident that it is the Holy Spirit:

(a) in the OT the Holy Spirit acts as a restrainer of in-
iquity (Gen. 6:3);

(b) the restrainer is referred to by the use of both
neuter and masculine genders (“what,” v. 6; “He,” v. 7),
as in John 14:16–17; 16:12–13 concerning the coming
of the Holy Spirit; and

(c) it will be when the restrainer is “taken out of the
way” that the man of sin will be revealed; this will be
when the Church is translated and the Spirit’s restrain-
ing ministry through it will cease. Observe, however,
that it is not said that the restrainer will be “taken
away,” but “taken out of the way”; thus the Holy Spirit
will continue a divine activity to the end-time, though
not as a restrainer of evil through the Church.

(3) The manifestation of the lawless one, the man of
sin, with the resulting apostasy (vv. 3–4,8–10; Dan. 7:8;
9:27; Matt. 24:15; Rev. 13:1–18). And (4) the return of
Christ to the earth in glory, which will result in the over-
throw of the man of sin and the establishment of the
millennial kingdom (vv. 8–10; Rev. 19:11—20:6).



Prayer requested

3FINALLY, brethren, pray for us,
that the word of the Lord may

run swiftly and be glorified, just as it
is with you,

2and that we may be delivered
from unreasonable and wicked
men; for not all have faith.

3But the Lord is r faithful, who
will establish you and guard you
from the evil one.

4And we have confidence in the
Lord concerning you, both that you
do and will do the things we com-
mand you.

5Now may the sLord direct your
hearts into the love of God and into
the patience of Christ.

Christians should work while
awaiting the Lord’s return

6But we command you, brethren,
in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that you twithdraw from
every brother who walks disorderly
and not according to the tradition
which he* received from us.

7For you yourselves know how
you ought to follow us, for we were
not disorderly among you;

8nor did we eat anyone’s bread
free of charge, but worked with ula-
bor and toil night and day, that we
might not be a burden to any of you,

9not because we do not have vau-
thority, but to make ourselves an ex-
ample of how you should follow us.

10For even when we were with
you, we commanded you this: If
anyone will not work, neither shall
he eat.

11For we hear that there are some
who walk among you in a disorderly
manner, not working at all, but are
wbusybodies.

12Now those who are such we
command and exhort through our
Lord Jesus Christ that they xwork in
quietness and eat their own bread.

13But as for you, brethren, ydo
not grow weary in doing good.

14And if anyone does not obey
our word in this epistle, note that

in the temple of God, showing him-
self that he is God.

5Do you not remember that when
I was still with you I told you these
things?

6And now you know what is re-
straining, that he may be revealed
in his own time.

7For the amystery of lawlessness
is already at work; only He* who
now restrains will do so until He* is
taken out of the way.

8And then bthe lawless one will
be revealed, cwhom the Lord will
consume with the breath of His
dmouth and destroy ewith the
brightness of His coming.

9The coming of the lawless one is
according to the fworking of gSatan,
with all power, signs, and lying
wonders,

10and with all unrighteous decep-
tion among those who perish, be-
cause they did not receive hthe love
of the truth, that they might be
isaved.

11And for this reason God will
send them strong delusion, that
they should believe the jlie,

12that they all may be condemned
who did not believe the truth but
had pleasure in unrighteousness.

III. Exhortations and Instructions,
2:13—3:15

13But we are bound to give thanks
to God always for you, brethren
beloved by the Lord, because God
from the beginning kchose you for
lsalvation through sanctification by
the mSpirit and belief in the truth,

14to which He called you by our
ngospel, for the obtaining of the glo-
ry of our Lord Jesus Christ.

15Therefore, brethren, stand fast
and hold the otraditions which you
were taught, whether by word or
our epistle.

16pNow may our Lord Jesus
Christ Himself, and our God and Fa-
ther, who has loved us and given us
everlasting consolation and good
hope by qgrace,

17comfort your hearts and estab-
lish you in every good word and
work.

3:3
r Assurance/secu-

rity: vv. 3-4;
2 Tim. 1:12. (Ps.
23:1; Jude 1,
note)

3:5
s Bible prayers

(NT): v. 5; Heb.
5:7. (Matt. 6:9;
Luke 11:2, note)

3:6
t v. 14; 1 Cor.

5:11

3:8
u 1 Thess. 2:9

3:9
v 1 Cor. 9:6-14

3:11
w 1 Tim. 5:13;

1 Pet. 4:15

3:12
x 1 Thess. 4:11-12

3:13
y Cp. 1 Cor.

15:58; James
5:7,11

2:7
a See Matt. 13:11,

note

2:8
b The Beast: vv.

3-8; Rev. 13:1.
(Dan. 7:8; Rev.
19:20, note)

c Day (of the
LORD): vv. 1-12;
2 Pet. 3:10. (Ps.
2:9; Rev. 19:19,
note)

d Is. 11:4; Rev.
19:15

e Christ (second
advent): v. 8;
1 Tim. 6:14.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

2:9
f Cp. Matt. 12:24

g Satan: v. 9;
1 Tim. 1:20.
(Gen. 3:1; Rev.
20:10, note)

2:10
h 1 Cor. 16:22

i See Rom. 1:16,
note

2:11
j Cp. 1 Kin. 22:22

2:13
k Election (corpo-

rate): vv. 13-14;
2 Tim. 2:10.
(Deut. 7:6;
1 Pet. 5:13,
note)

l See Rom. 1:16,
note

m Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 13; 1 Tim.
3:16. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

2:14
n Gospel: v. 14;

1 Tim. 1:11.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

2:15
o Rom. 6:17; 

Jude 3

2:16
p Bible prayers

(NT): v. 16;
2 Thess. 3:5.
(Matt. 6:9; Luke
11:2, note)

q Grace: v. 16;
1 Tim. 1:14.
(John 1:14; John
1:17, note)

1646 2 THESSALONIANS 2:5—3:14

*2:7 Or he * Or he *3:6 NU-Text and M-
Text read they.

3:7,9 follow. Literally imitate.



person and ado not keep company
with him, that he may be ashamed.

15Yet do not count him as an ene-
my, but badmonish him cas a brother.

Conclusion: Benediction
and Authentication, 3:16–18

16Now may the dLord of peace

3:16
d John 14:27;

Phil. 4:9

3:17
e 1 Cor. 16:21

3:18
f Rom. 16:24

3:14
a v. 6

3:15
b Cp. Ezek. 18:23;

Gal. 6:1

c Lev. 19:17

2 THESSALONIANS 3:15–18 1647
Himself give you peace always in
every way. The Lord be with you
all.

17The esalutation of Paul with my
own hand, which is a sign in every
epistle; so I write.

18The fgrace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with you all. Amen.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Paul Church Order c. A.D. 64

Background
The First Epistle to Timothy was written during the last few years of Paul’s life. Together with 2 Timothy and Titus it is
known as a Pastoral Epistle. As the first-century churches increased in number, questions of church order, soundness in
the faith, and discipline arose. The apostles themselves dealt with these questions, but the approaching end of the apos-
tolic period made necessary authoritative teaching about faith and order for the future guidance of the churches. This
teaching is revealed in the Pastoral Epistles.

Timothy, to whom this Epistle and its companion letter are addressed, was intimately associated with Paul. Consider-
ably younger than the apostle, he was the son of a Greek Gentile father and a devout Jewish mother, Eunice by name
(2 Timothy 1:5). He joined Paul on the second missionary journey and was with him, for instance, in Corinth, Macedo-
nia, Ephesus, and Jerusalem.

Key Verse and Summary
The key verse of the Epistle is 3:15: “I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of
God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.” Particularly important is the summary of
qualifications for church officers—bishops (the term is interchangeable with “elders”) and deacons, 3; 5:1,17,19.

Outline
The Epistle may be divided as follows:

Introduction 1:1–2
I. Warning about Heresy in Doctrine and Life 1:3–11

II. Paul’s Personal Witness and Instruction to Timothy 1:12–20
A. The Divine Origin of Paul’s Ministry 1:12–17
B. Commission to Timothy 1:18–20

III. Instructions about Prayer and the Place of Women in the Church 2:1–15
IV. Qualifications of Bishops (Elders) and Deacons 3:1–16

A. Stipulations for Bishops 3:1–7
B. Stipulations for Deacons 3:8–13
C. Importance of the Local Assembly 3:14–16

V. The Walk of the Good Minister of Jesus Christ 4:1–16
A. Prediction of Apostasy 4:1–10
B. Encouragement to Exemplary Behavior and Character 4:11–16

VI. The Work of the Good Minister 5:1–25
A. Relations to Older Believers 5:1–2
B. Regulations Concerning Widows 5:3–16
C. Guidelines on Elders 5:17–25

VII. Warnings to a Good Minister 6:1–19
Conclusion 6:20–21

THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO

T I M O T H Y



Introduction: Salutation, 1:1–2

1PAUL, an apostle of Jesus Christ,
by the commandment of God

our aSavior and the Lord Jesus
Christ, our hope,

2To bTimothy, a true son in the
faith:

Grace, mercy, and peace from
God our Father and Jesus Christ our
Lord.

I. Warning about Heresy
in Doctrine and Life,

1:3–11
3As I urged you when I cwent

into Macedonia—remain in Ephe-
sus that you may charge some that
they teach no other doctrine,

4nor give dheed to fables and end-
less genealogies, which cause dis-
putes rather than godly edification
which is in faith.

5Now ethe purpose of the com-
mandment is f love from a gpure
heart, from a good conscience, and
from sincere faith,

6from which some, hhaving
strayed, have turned aside to iidle
talk,

7desiring to be teachers of the law,
understanding neither what they say
nor the things which they affirm.

8But we know that the law is
jgood if one uses it lawfully,

9knowing this: that the k law is
not made for a righteous person,
but for the lawless and insubordi-
nate, for the ungodly and for sin-
ners, for the unholy and profane, for
murderers of fathers and murderers
of mothers, for manslayers,

10for fornicators, for sodomites,
for lkidnappers, for liars, for perjur-
ers, and if there is any other thing
that is contrary to msound doctrine,

11according to the glorious ngospel
of the oblessed God which was
pcommitted to my trust.

1:12
q 1 Cor. 15:10

r Col. 1:25

1:13
s Acts 8:3; 1 Cor.

15:9

1:14
t Grace: vv. 14-

15; 2 Tim. 1:9.
(John 1:14; John
1:17, note)

1:15
u Christ (first ad-

vent): v. 15;
1 Tim. 2:6.
(Gen. 3:15; Acts
1:11, note)

v See Rom. 1:16,
note

1:16
w Faith: v. 16;

1 Tim. 4:3.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

x Life (eternal): v.
16; 1 Tim. 4:8.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

1:17
y See John 1:18,

note

1:20
z 2 Tim. 2:17-18

aa 2 Tim. 4:14

bb Judgments
(the seven): v.
20; 2 Tim.
4:1. (2 Sam.
7:14; Rev.
20:12, note).
1 Cor. 5:5

cc Satan: v. 20;
1 Tim. 3:6.
(Gen. 3:1;
Rev. 20:10,
note)

1:1
a See Rom. 1:16,

note

1:2
b Acts 16:1-2

1:3
c Acts 20:1,3

1:4
d 1 Tim. 6:3-4,20

1:5
e Rom. 13:8-10;

Gal. 5:14

f Law (of Christ):
v. 5; 1 Tim.
2:15. (John
13:34; 2 John 5,
note)

g Eph. 6:24

1:6
h Cp. 2 Tim. 4:10

i Cp. Titus 1:10

1:8
j Rom. 7:12

1:9
k Law (of Moses):

vv. 8-9; Heb.
7:19. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

1:10
l Ex. 21:16

m Cp. 2 Cor. 2:17

1:11
n Gospel: v. 11;

2 Tim. 1:10.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

o 1 Tim. 6:15

p 1 Cor. 9:17

1 TIMOTHY 1:1—2:1 1649
II. Paul’s Personal Witness

and Charge to Timothy,
1:12–20

12And I thank Christ Jesus our
Lord who has qenabled me, because
He counted me faithful, rputting me
into the ministry,

13although I was sformerly a blas-
phemer, a persecutor, and an inso-
lent man; but I obtained mercy be-
cause I did it ignorantly in unbelief.

14And the tgrace of our Lord was
exceedingly abundant, with faith
and love which are in Christ Jesus.

15This is a faithful saying and
worthy of all acceptance, that Christ
Jesus ucame into the world to vsave
sinners, of whom I am chief.

16However, for this reason I ob-
tained mercy, that in me first Jesus
Christ might show all longsuffering,
as a pattern to those who are going
to wbelieve on Him for everlasting
xlife.

17Now to the King eternal, im-
mortal, yinvisible, to God who alone
is wise,* be honor and glory forever
and ever. Amen.

18This charge I commit to you,
son Timothy, according to the
prophecies previously made con-
cerning you, that by them you may
wage the good warfare,

19having faith and a good con-
science, which some having reject-
ed, concerning the faith have suf-
fered shipwreck,

20of whom are zHymenaeus and
aaAlexander, whom I bbdelivered to
ccSatan that they may learn not to
blaspheme.

III. Instructions about Prayer and the
Role of Women in the Church, 2

2THEREFORE I exhort first of all
that supplications, prayers, in-

tercessions, and giving of thanks be
made for all men,
*1:17 NU-Text reads to the only God.

1:1 Lord Jesus Christ. Or Christ Jesus.
1:2 son. Literally child. Jesus Christ. Or Christ Jesus.

Timothy: honoring God. A young Christian who trav-
eled with Paul on his journeys. Paul addressed two
letters to him.

1:11 glorious gospel. Literally gospel of the glory.
1:13 blasphemer. In applying this terrible word to him-

self, Paul gives strong testimony to his belief in the Deity of
Christ. To blaspheme is to speak injuriously of God; and
surely Saul of Tarsus, the strict Pharisee, could never have
spoken thus of the LORD God of Israel. But he had spoken
evil of Jesus (Acts 9:4–5), and he now humbly confesses his
former blasphemy.

1:15 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
1:18 son. Literally child.



2A bishop then must be blame-
less, the husband of one wife, tem-
perate, sober-minded, of good be-
havior, hospitable, able to teach;

3not given to wine, not violent,
not greedy for money,* but gentle,
not quarrelsome, not covetous;

4one who rules his own house
well, having his children in submis-
sion with all reverence

5(for if a man does not know how
to rule his own house, how will he
take care of the kchurch of God?);

6not a novice, lest being puffed
up with pride he fall into the same
condemnation as the ldevil.

7Moreover he must have a good
testimony among those who are
moutside, lest he fall into reproach
and the nsnare of the odevil.

8Likewise deacons must be rever-
ent, not double-tongued, not given
to much wine, not greedy for mon-
ey,

9holding the pmystery of the faith
with a pure conscience.

10But let these also first be test-
ed; then let them serve as deacons,
being found blameless.

11Likewise, their wives must be
reverent, not slanderers, temperate,
faithful in all things.

12Let deacons be the husbands of
one wife, ruling their children and
their own houses well.

13For those who have served
qwell as deacons obtain for them-
selves a good standing and great
boldness in the faith which is in
Christ Jesus.

14These things I write to you,
though I hope to come to you short-
ly;

15but if I am delayed, I write so
that you may know how you ought
to conduct yourself in the rhouse of
God, which is the schurch of the liv-

2for kings and all who are in au-
thority, that we may lead a quiet
and peaceable life in all godliness
and reverence.

3For this is good and acceptable
in the sight of God our Savior,

4who desires all men to be asaved
and to come to the knowledge of
the truth.

5For there is one God and one
Mediator between God and men,
the Man Christ Jesus,

6bwho cgave Himself a ransom for
all, to be testified in due time,

7for which I was appointed a
preacher and an apostle—I am
speaking the truth in Christ* and
not lying—a teacher of the Gentiles
in faith and truth.

8I desire therefore that the men
pray everywhere, lifting up holy
hands, without wrath and doubting;

9in like manner also, that the
women adorn themselves in modest
apparel, with propriety and modera-
tion, not with dbraided hair or gold
or pearls or costly clothing,

10but, which is proper for women
professing godliness, ewith good
works.

11Let a woman learn in silence
with all fsubmission.

12And I do not permit a woman to
teach or to have authority over a
man, but to be in silence.

13For Adam was formed first,
then Eve.

14And Adam was not deceived,
but the woman being gdeceived, fell
into htransgression.

15Nevertheless she will be saved
in childbearing if they continue in
faith, ilove, and holiness, with self-
control.

IV. Qualifications of Bishops
(Elders) and Deacons, 3

3THIS is a faithful saying: If a
man desires the position of a

jbishop, he desires a good work.

3:5
k Churches (lo-

cal): v. 5; 1 Tim.
3:15. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

3:6
l Satan: v. 6;

1 Tim. 3:7.
(Gen. 3:1; Rev.
20:10, note)

3:7
m Col. 4:5;

1 Thess. 4:12

n 1 Tim. 6:9;
2 Tim. 2:26

o Satan: v. 7;
1 Tim. 5:15.
(Gen. 3:1; Rev.
20:10, note)

3:9
p v. 16; see Matt.

13:11, note

3:13
q Matt. 25:21

3:15
r Churches (lo-

cal): v. 15;
Philem. 2. (Acts
8:3; Phil. 1:1,
note)

s Church (visible):
v. 15. (1 Cor.
10:32; 1 Tim.
3:15, note)

2:4
a See Rom. 1:16,

note

2:6
b Christ (first ad-

vent): v. 6; Titus
2:11. (Gen.
3:15; Acts 1:11,
note)

c Sacrifice (of
Christ): v. 6; Ti-
tus 2:14. (Gen.
3:15; Heb.
10:18, note)

2:9
d 1 Pet. 3:3

2:10
e Righteousness

(garment): v. 10;
Titus 2:10.
(Gen. 3:21; Rev.
19:8, note)

2:11
f Cp. Gen. 3:16

2:14
g Test/Tempt: v.

14; 1 Tim. 6:9.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note)

h See Rom. 3:23,
note

2:15
i Law (of Christ):

v. 15; 1 Tim.
4:12. (John
13:34; 2 John 5,
note)

3:1
j Elders: vv. 1-2;

1 Tim. 5:17.
(Acts 11:30;
Titus 1:5, note)

1650 1 TIMOTHY 2:2—3:15

*2:7 NU-Text omits in Christ. *3:3 NU-Text
omits not greedy for money.

Adam: red. The first human created by God in His
own image and assigned to have dominion over the
earth. The Hebrew word adam is translated man.

Eve: life. The first woman, created from Adam’s rib.
She was tempted by Satan and ate the fruit from the
tree of knowledge, thus disobeying God.

2:2 reverence. Or gravity.
2:11,12 silence. Or quietness. 1 Cor. 14:34.
3:1,2 bishop. Or an overseer, also called an elder.
3:6 novice. That is, a new or recent convert.
3:11 Likewise, their wives. Literally Women in like man-

ner must.



ing God, the pillar and ground of
the truth.

16And without controversy great
is the amystery of godliness:

God* was manifested in the
bflesh,

Justified in the cSpirit,
Seen by dangels,
Preached among the Gentiles,
Believed on in the world,
Received up in glory.

V. The Walk of the Good Minister
of Jesus Christ, 4

4NOW the eSpirit expressly fsays
that in latter times some will

gdepart from the faith, giving heed
to deceiving spirits and doctrines of
demons,

2speaking lies in hypocrisy, hav-
ing their own conscience hseared
with a hot iron,

3forbidding to marry, and com-
manding to abstain from i foods
which God created to be received
with thanksgiving by those who jbe-
lieve and know the truth.

4For every creature of God is
good, and nothing is to be refused if
it is received with thanksgiving;

5for it is ksanctified by the word
of God and prayer.

6If you instruct the brethren in
these things, you will be a good
minister of Jesus Christ, nourished
in the words of faith and of the good
doctrine which you have carefully
followed.

7But reject profane and old wives’

4:8
l Life (eternal): v.

8; 1 Tim. 6:12.
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m Faith: v. 10;
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Heb. 11:39,
note)
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o Faith: v. 12;
1 Tim. 5:16.
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Heb. 11:39,
note)

p Law (of Christ):
v. 12; 1 Tim.
6:11. (John
13:34; 2 John 5,
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q 2 Tim. 1:6

r See Titus 1:5,
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4:16
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note

5:3
u vv. 5,16

3:16
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note

b John 1:14

c Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 16; 1 Tim.
4:1. (Matt. 1:18;
Acts 2:4, note)

d See Heb. 1:4,
note

4:1
e Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 1; 2 Tim.
1:14. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

f Inspiration: v. 1;
2 Tim. 3:15. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

g Apostasy: vv. 1-
3; 2 Tim. 3:1.
(Luke 18:8;
2 Tim. 3:1, note)

4:2
h Eph. 4:19

4:3
i Col. 2:16,23

j Faith: v. 3;
1 Tim. 4:10.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

4:5
k Sanctification

(NT): v. 5; Titus
1:8. (Matt. 4:5;
Rev. 22:11,
note)
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fables, and exercise yourself toward
godliness.

8For bodily exercise profits a lit-
tle, but godliness is profitable for all
things, having promise of the life
that now is and of lthat which is to
come.

9This is a faithful saying and wor-
thy of all acceptance.

10For to this end we both labor
and suffer reproach,* because we
trust in the living God, who is the
Savior of all men, especially of those
who mbelieve.

11These things command and
teach.

12Let no one despise your youth,
but be an nexample to the obeliev-
ers in word, in conduct, in plove, in
spirit,* in faith, in purity.

13Till I come, give attention to
reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.

14qDo not neglect the gift that is
in you, which was given to you by
prophecy with the laying on of the
hands of the reldership.

15Meditate on these things; give
yourself entirely to them, that your
progress may be evident to all.

16 sTake heed to yourself and to
the doctrine. Continue in them, for
in doing this you will tsave both
yourself and those who hear you.

VI. The Work of
the Good Minister, 5

5DO not rebuke an older man,
but exhort him as a father,

younger men as brothers,
2older women as mothers,

younger women as sisters, with all
purity.

3Honor widows who are really
uwidows.
*3:16 NU-Text reads Who. *4:10 NU-Text
reads we labor and strive. *4:12 NU-Text omits
in spirit.

3:16 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
4:1 deceiving spirits. Satanic deception which caused

the fall of man (compare Gen. 3:13; 2 Cor. 11:3; 1 Tim.
2:14) will characterize the end of the age (Matt.
24:4–5,11,24; Mark 13:6; 2 Thess. 3:8–11; 1 John
2:18–26; 4:1–6; 2 John 7; Rev. 13:14; 19:20; 20:7–10). Sa-
tan is the one “who deceives the whole world” (Rev. 12:9)
and is the power behind the beast and the false prophet
(Rev. 13:4,7,12–15; 19:20; 20:3,7–10).

4:6 Jesus Christ. Or Christ Jesus. faith. Literally the faith.
4:10 trust. Or hope.

3:15 CHURCH (VISIBLE), 
SUMMARY

The passages which speak of the Church of God (here
and 1 Cor. 10:32) refer to that visible body of professed
believers, called collectively “the church,” though it ex-
ists under many names and divisions based upon differ-
ences in doctrine or in government. For the most part,
within this historical church has existed the true
Church, “which is His body, the fullness of Him who
fills all in all” (Eph. 1:22–23; see Heb. 12:23, note), like
the believing remnant within Israel (see Rom. 11:5,
note). The predicted future of the true Church is trans-
lation and glory (1 Thess. 4:14–17; Rom. 8:18–23); the
future of the unsaved element of the visible church left
on earth at the rapture is apostasy and divine judgment
(2 Tim. 3:1–9; 2 Pet. 2:1–3).



especially those who labor in the
word and doctrine.

18For the Scripture says, m“You
shall not muzzle an ox while it
treads out the grain,” nand, “The la-
borer is worthy of his wages.”

19Do not receive an accusation
against an oelder except pfrom two
or three witnesses.

20Those who are qsinning rebuke
in the presence of rall, that the rest
also may fear.

21I scharge you before God and
the Lord Jesus Christ and the elect
tangels that you observe these
things without uprejudice, doing
nothing with partiality.

22Do not lay hands on anyone
hastily, nor vshare in other people’s
wsins; keep yourself pure.

23No longer drink only water, but
use a little wine for your stomach’s
sake and your frequent infirmities.

24Some men’s xsins are yclearly
evident, preceding them to judg-
ment, but those of some men follow
later.

25Likewise, the good works of
some are clearly evident, and those
that are otherwise cannot be hid-
den.

VII. Warnings to
a Good Minister, 6:1–19

6LET as many zbondservants as
are under the yoke count their

own masters worthy of all honor, so
that the name of God and His doc-
trine may not be blasphemed.

2And those who have aabelieving
masters, let them not despise them
because they are brethren, but
rather serve them because those
who are benefited are believers and
beloved. Teach and exhort these
things.

3If anyone teaches otherwise and
does not consent to bbwholesome
words, even the words of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine
which accords with godliness,

4he is proud, ccknowing nothing,

4But if any widow has children or
grandchildren, let them first learn
to show piety at home and to repay
their aparents; for this is good and*

acceptable before God.
5Now she who is really a widow,

and left alone, trusts in God and
continues in supplications and
prayers night and bday.

6But she who lives in pleasure is
cdead while she lives.

7And these things command, that
they may be blameless.

8But if anyone does not provide
for his own, and despecially for
those of his household, he has de-
nied the faith and is worse than an
unbeliever.

9Do not let a widow under sixty
years old be taken into the number,
and not unless she has been the
wife of one man,

10well reported for egood works:
if she has brought up children, if
she has flodged strangers, if she has
gwashed the saints’ feet, if she has
relieved the afflicted, if she has dili-
gently followed every good work.

11But refuse the younger widows;
for when they have begun to grow
wanton against Christ, they desire
to marry,

12having condemnation because
they have cast off their first faith.

13And besides they learn to be
idle, wandering about from house to
house, hand not only idle but also
gossips and busybodies, saying
things which they ought not.

14Therefore I desire that the
younger widows marry, bear chil-
dren, manage the house, give no op-
portunity to the adversary to speak
reproachfully.

15For some have already turned
aside after iSatan.

16If any jbelieving man or*

woman has widows, let them re-
lieve them, and do not let the
church be burdened, that it may re-
lieve those who are really widows.

17kLet the lelders who rule well
be counted worthy of double honor,
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(Gen. 3:1; Rev.
20:10, note)

5:16
j Faith: v. 16;

1 Tim. 6:2.
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*5:4 NU-Text and M-Text omit good and.
*5:16 NU-Text omits man or.

5:5 trusts. Or hopes.
5:14 house. That is, household.
5:22 Do not . . . hastily. This injunction is as timely to-

day as the day it was written. All too frequently immature
and inexperienced Christians are placed in positions of re-
sponsibility.



but is obsessed with disputes and
arguments over words, from which
come envy, strife, reviling, evil sus-
picions,

5useless wranglings* of men of
corrupt minds and destitute of the
truth, who suppose that godliness is
a means of gain. From asuch with-
draw yourself.*

6Now godliness with bcontent-
ment is great gain.

7For we brought nothing into this
world, and it is ccertain* we can
carry nothing out.

8And having food and clothing,
with these we shall be dcontent.

9But those who desire to be rich
fall into e temptation and a snare,
and into many foolish and harmful
lusts which drown men in destruc-
tion and perdition.

10For the love of money is a root
of all kinds of evil, for which some
have strayed from the faith in their
greediness, and pierced themselves
through with many sorrows.

11But you, O man of God, f flee
these things and pursue grighteous-
ness, godliness, faith, h love, pa-
tience, gentleness.

12Fight the good fight of faith, lay
hold on ieternal life, to which you
were also called and have confessed
the good confession in the presence
of many witnesses.

13I urge you in the sight of God
who gives life to all things, and be-
fore Christ Jesus jwho witnessed
the good confession before Pontius
Pilate,
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14that you keep this command-

ment without spot, blameless until
our Lord Jesus Christ’s kappearing,

15which He will manifest in His
own time, He who is the blessed
and only Potentate, the lKing of
kings and Lord of lords,

16who alone has immortality,
dwelling in unapproachable mlight,
nwhom no man has seen or can see,
to whom be honor and everlasting
power. Amen.

17Command those who are rich
in this present age not to be
haughty, nor to trust in uncertain
oriches but in the living God, who
gives us richly all things pto enjoy.

18Let them do good, that they be
rich in good works, ready to give,
willing to share,

19qstoring up for themselves a
good foundation for the time to
come, that they may lay hold on
reternal life.

Conclusion: Another Charge
to Timothy, 6:20–21

20O Timothy! Guard what was
committed to your trust, avoiding
the profane and idle babblings and
contradictions of what is falsely
called knowledge—

21by professing it some have
strayed concerning the faith. Grace
be with you. Amen.

*6:5 NU-Text and M-Text read constant friction.
* NU-Text omits this sentence. *6:7 NU-Text
omits and it is certain.

Pontius Pilate: armed with a javelin. The governor of
Judea during Christ’s ministry, suffering and death. He
allowed Jesus to be crucified.

6:17 trust. Or hope.
6:20 knowledge. Truth cannot contradict the Bible, 

since God, who knows all things, kept the writers of the
Bible from error. If theories that rest upon mere speculation
or insufficient evidence are presented as fact, in any area of
knowledge, e.g. in religion, philosophy, science, etc., they
deserve the description that the apostle gives here: “what is
falsely called knowledge,” which they are to avoid.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Paul Holding the Truth c. A.D. 67

Background
The Second Epistle to Timothy, probably the last letter by Paul, was written toward the end of Nero’s reign.

Quite different in atmosphere from the first letter to Timothy, it is less formal than the other two Pastoral Epistles and
far more personal. In the earlier letter to Timothy, Paul expresses, as though he were a free man, his hope soon to be with
his “son in the faith.” Here in the second letter alone he speaks of the time of his departure being at hand (4:6). Paul was
not only in prison, but he had been abandoned by most of his friends (1:15; 4:16).

This Epistle contains the most detailed account from Paul of conditions that will prevail upon the earth during the last
days (3:1–9; 4:3–4).

Outline
The Epistle may be divided as follows:

Introduction 1:1–2
I. Paul’s Charge to Timothy 1:3–18

A. Personal Remembrances 1:3–5
B. Reminder of Need to Be Courageous 1:6–14
C. Paul’s Deserters 1:15–18

II. The Path of an Approved Servant in a Day of Apostasy 2:1–26
A. Need to Commit Truth to Faithful Believers 2:1–2
B. The Faithful Servant 2:3–10
C. God’s Faithfulness 2:11–18
D. God’s Knowledge of His Servants 2:19–26

III. The Apostasy Predicted: the Christian’s Resource—the Scriptures 3:1–17
A. Danger of the Last Days 3:1–9
B. Paul’s Steadfastness 3:10–13
C. Timothy’s Source of Stability—the Scriptures 3:14–17

IV. A Faithful Servant and His Faithful Lord 4:1–18
A. Charge to Preach the Word 4:1–2
B. Need for Sound Teaching in the Presence of Spiritual Error 4:3–4
C. Personal Words of Paul 4:5–18

1. Prediction 4:5–8
2. Desire to See Timothy 4:9–11
3. His Desertion by Many 4:12–18

Conclusion 4:19–22

THE SECOND EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO

T I M O T H Y



Introduction:
Salutation, 1:1–2

1PAUL, an apostle of Jesus
Christ* by the will of God, ac-

cording to the apromise of b life
which is in Christ Jesus,

2To Timothy, a cbeloved son:

Grace, mercy, and peace from
God the Father and Christ Jesus our
Lord.

I. Paul’s Charge to Timothy, 1:3–18
3I thank God, whom I dserve with

a pure econscience, as my f forefa-
thers did, as without ceasing I re-
member you in my prayers night
and day,

4greatly gdesiring to see you, be-
ing mindful of your tears, that I may
be filled with joy,

5when I call to remembrance the
hgenuine ifaith that is in you, which
dwelt first in your grandmother Lois
and your jmother Eunice, and I am
persuaded is in you also.

6Therefore I remind you to stir up
the kgift of God which is in you
through the laying on of my hands.

7For God has not given us a spirit
of lfear, but of mpower and of nlove
and of a sound mind.

8Therefore do not be oashamed of
the testimony of our Lord, nor of
me His prisoner, but pshare with
me in the sufferings for the gospel
according to the power of God,

9who has qsaved us and called us
with a holy calling, rnot according
to our works, but according to His
own purpose and sgrace which was
given to us in Christ Jesus before
time began,

10but has now been revealed by
the appearing of our tSavior Jesus
Christ, who has abolished death and
brought u life and immortality to
light through the vgospel,

11to which I was appointed a
preacher, an apostle, and a teacher
of the Gentiles.*

12For this reason I also suffer

1:10
v Gospel: v. 10;

2 Tim. 2:8.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

1:12
w Faith: v. 12; Ti-

tus 3:8. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

x Assurance/secu-
rity: v. 12;
2 Tim. 4:8. (Ps.
23:1; Jude 1,
note)

1:13
y 1 Tim. 6:3

1:14
z Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 14; Titus 3:5.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

1:15
aa Cp. Acts

19:10

bb Cp. 2 Tim.
4:10,16

1:16
cc 2 Tim. 4:19

dd Cp. Acts
28:20

1:18
ee Matt. 6:4;

Mark 9:41

ff Day (of
Christ): v. 18;
2 Tim. 4:8.
(1 Cor. 1:8,
note; 2 Tim.
4:8)

gg Heb. 6:10

2:1
hh See 2 Pet.

3:18, note

2:2
ii Cp. 1 Tim.

1:18

1:1
a Titus 1:2

b Life (eternal): v.
1; 2 Tim. 1:10.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

1:2
c 1 Tim. 1:2

1:3
d Cp. Acts 23:1

e Cp. Heb. 13:18

f Acts 24:14

1:4
g Cp. 2 Tim.

4:9,21

1:5
h 1 Tim. 4:6

i Faith: v. 5;
2 Tim. 1:12.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

j Acts 16:1

1:6
k 1 Tim. 4:14

1:7
l Rom. 8:15;

1 John 4:18

m Cp. Acts 1:8

n Law (of Christ):
v. 7; 2 Tim.
2:22. (John
13:34; 2 John 5,
note)

1:8
o Luke 9:26

p Cp. Col. 1:24

1:9
q See Rom. 1:16,

note

r Eph. 2:8-9

s Grace: v. 9; Ti-
tus 2:11. (John
1:14; John 1:17,
note)

1:10
t See Rom. 1:16,

note

u Life (eternal): v.
10; Titus 1:2.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

2 TIMOTHY 1:1—2:2 1655
these things; nevertheless I am not
ashamed, for I know whom I have
wbelieved and am persuaded that
He is able to xkeep what I have
committed to Him until that Day.

13Hold fast the pattern of ysound
words which you have heard from
me, in faith and love which are in
Christ Jesus.

14That good thing which was
committed to you, keep by the Holy
zSpirit who dwells in us.

15This you know, that aaall those
in Asia have bb turned away from
me, among whom are Phygellus and
Hermogenes.

16The Lord grant mercy to the
cchousehold of Onesiphorus, for he
often refreshed me, and was not
ashamed of my ddchain;

17but when he arrived in Rome,
he sought me out very zealously and
found me.

18The Lord eegrant to him that he
may find mercy from the Lord in
that ffDay—and you know very well
how many ways he ggministered to
me* at Ephesus.

II. The Path of an Approved Servant
in a Day of Apostasy, 2

2YOU therefore, my son, be
strong in the hhgrace that is in

Christ Jesus.
2And the things that you have

heard from me among many wit-
nesses, iicommit these to faithful
men who will be able to teach oth-
ers also.
*1:1 NU-Text and M-Text read Christ Jesus.
*1:11 NU-Text omits of the Gentiles. *1:18 To
me is from the Vulgate and a few Greek
manuscripts.

1:2 a beloved son. It was probably during Paul’s first vis-
it to Lystra that Timothy was converted (compare Acts
16:1–3 with Acts 14:6–23). son. Literally child.

1:10 immortality. Literally incorruptibility.
2:1 son. Literally child.

1:12 RESOURCES OF 
THE CHRISTIAN

The Christian’s resources in a day of general declen-
sion and apostasy are:

(1) faith (1:5);
(2) the Spirit (1:6–7);
(3) the Word of God (1:13; 3:1–17; 4:3–4);
(4) the grace of Christ (2:1);
(5) separation from “vessels of . . . dishonor” (2:4,

20–21);
(6) the Lord’s sure reward (4:7–8); and
(7) the Lord’s faithfulness and power (2:13,19).



the truth, qsaying that the rresurrec-
tion is already past; and they over-
throw the faith of some.

God knows His servants
19Nevertheless the solid founda-

tion of God stands, having this seal:
“The Lord sknows those who are
His,” and, “Let everyone who
names the name of Christ* depart
from iniquity.”

20But in a great house there are
not only tvessels of gold and silver,
but also of wood and clay, some for
honor and some for dishonor.

21Therefore if anyone ucleanses
himself from the latter, he will be a
vessel for honor, sanctified and use-
ful for the Master, vprepared for
every good work.

22wFlee also youthful lusts; but
pursue xrighteousness, faith, ylove,
peace with those who call on the
Lord out of a pure heart.

23But avoid foolish and ignorant
disputes, knowing that they gener-
ate strife.

24And a servant of the Lord must
not quarrel but be gentle to all, able
to teach, zpatient,

25in aahumility correcting those
who are in opposition, if God bbper-
haps will grant them ccrepentance,
so that they may know the truth,

26and that they may come to their
senses and escape the snare of the
dddevil, having been taken captive
by him to do his will.

III. The Apostasy Predicted:
the Christian’s Resource—

the Scriptures, 3

3BUT eeknow this, ffthat in the last
days perilous times will come:

2ggFor men will be lovers of them-
selves, lovers of money, boasters,
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy,

3unloving, unforgiving, slander-
ers, without self-control, brutal, de-
spisers of good,

The faithful servant
3You therefore must aendure*

hardship as a good soldier of Jesus
Christ.

4No one engaged in warfare en-
tangles himself with the affairs of
this life, that he may please him
who enlisted him as a soldier.

5And also if anyone competes in
athletics, he is not crowned unless
he competes according to the rules.

6The hard-working farmer must
be first to partake of the crops.

7Consider what I say, and may*

the Lord bgive you understanding in
all things.

8Remember that cJesus Christ, of
the seed of David, was draised from
the dead according to my egospel,

9for which I suffer trouble as an
evildoer, even to the point of fchains;
but the word of God is not gchained.

10Therefore I endure all things for
the sake of the helect, that they also
may obtain the isalvation which is
in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.

God is faithful
11This is a faithful saying:

For if we died with Him,
We shall also live with Him.

12 If we endure,
We shall also reign with Him.

If we jdeny Him,
He also will deny us.

13 If we are faithless,
He remains faithful;

He kcannot deny Himself.
14 lRemind them of these things,

charging them before the Lord not
to mstrive about words to no profit,
to the ruin of the hearers.

15nBe diligent to present yourself
approved to God, a worker who
does not need to be ashamed, right-
ly dividing the word of truth.

16But shun profane and idle bab-
blings, for they will increase to
more ungodliness.

17And their message will spread
like cancer. oHymenaeus and Phile-
tus are of this sort,

18who have pstrayed concerning
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u Separation: vv.

19-21; Heb.
11:25. (Gen.
12:1; 2 Cor.
6:17, note)

v 2 Tim. 3:17

2:22
w 1 Tim. 6:11

x See 1 John 3:7,
note

y Law (of Christ):
v. 22; 2 Tim.
3:10. (John
13:34; 2 John 5,
note)

2:24
z 1 Tim. 3:3

2:25
aa Gal. 6:1

bb Cp. Jer. 36:3;
Luke 20:13

cc Repentance:
v. 25; Heb.
6:1. (Matt.
3:2; Acts
17:30, note)

2:26
dd Satan: v. 26;

Heb. 2:14.
(Gen. 3:1;
Rev. 20:10,
note)

3:1
ee Apostasy: v.

1-7; 2 Tim.
3:8. (Luke
18:8; 2 Tim.
3:1, note)

ff 1 Tim. 4:1;
2 Pet. 3:3;
1 John 2:18;
Jude 17-18

3:2
gg Cp. Rom.

1:24-32

2:3
a 2 Tim. 4:5

2:7
b Prov. 2:6

2:8
c Rom. 1:3-4

d Resurrection: v.
8; 2 Tim. 2:18.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

e Gospel: v. 8;
Philem. 13.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

2:9
f Cp. Eph. 6:20

g Cp. Acts 28:31

2:10
h Election (person-

al): v. 10; Titus
1:1. (Deut. 7:6;
1 Pet. 5:13,
note)

i See Rom. 1:16,
note

2:12
j Matt. 10:33

2:13
k Num. 23:19

2:14
l Cp. 2 Pet. 1:13

m Titus 3:9

2:15
n 1 Tim. 4:13;

2 Pet. 1:10

2:17
o 1 Tim. 1:20

2:18
p Cp. 1 Tim. 6:21

1656 2 TIMOTHY 2:3—3:3

*2:3 NU-Text reads You must share. *2:7 NU-
Text reads the Lord will give you. *2:19 NU-
Text and M-Text read the Lord.

2:3 Jesus Christ. Or Christ Jesus.
2:4 engaged in warfare. Literally serving as a soldier.

1 Cor. 9:25–27.

David: beloved. The youngest son of Jesse. He was a
man after God’s own heart who was the greatest king
of Israel.



4a traitors, headstrong, haughty,
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers
of God,

5bhaving a form of godliness but
denying its power. And from such
people cturn away!

6For of this sort are those dwho
creep into households and make cap-
tives of gullible women loaded down
with esins, led away by various lusts,

7always learning and never able to
come to the knowledge of the truth.

8Now as fJannes and Jambres re-
sisted Moses, so do these also resist
the truth: gmen of corrupt minds,
hdisapproved concerning the faith;

9but they will progress no further,
for their folly will be manifest to all,
as theirs also was.

10But you have carefully followed
my doctrine, manner of life, pur-
pose, faith, longsuffering, ilove, per-
severance,

11persecutions, afflictions, which
happened to me at jAntioch, at kIco-
nium, at Lystra—what lpersecutions
I endured. And out of them all the
Lord delivered me.

12Yes, and all who desire to live
godly in Christ Jesus will suffer per-
secution.

13But evil men and impostors will
grow worse and worse, deceiving
and being deceived.

14But you must continue in the
things which you have learned and
been assured of, knowing from
whom you have learned them,

3:16
p Inspiration: vv.

15-17; Heb. 1:1.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

q See 1 John 3:7,
note

4:1
r Judgments (the

seven): vv. 1,8;
Heb. 9:27.
(2 Sam. 7:14;
Rev. 20:12,
note)

s Kingdom (NT):
v. 1; James 2:5.
(Matt. 2:2;
1 Cor. 15:24,
note)

4:2
t Titus 2:15

4:3
u Is. 30:9-11; Jer.

5:30-31
4:4

v Apostasy: v. 4;
Heb. 6:4. (Luke
18:8; 2 Tim.
3:1, note)

4:6
w Cp. 2 Pet. 1:14

4:7
x Cp. 1 Tim. 6:12
y 1 Cor. 9:24-27;

Phil. 3:13-14
4:8

z Assurance/secu-
rity: v. 8; 2 Tim.
4:18. (Ps. 23:1;
Jude 1, note)

aa Rewards: v. 8;
Heb. 11:6.
(Dan. 12:3;
1 Cor. 3:14,
note)

bb See 1 John
3:7, note

cc John 5:22
dd Day (of

Christ): v. 8.
(1 Cor. 1:8,
note; 2 Tim.
4:8)

ee Christ (second
advent): v. 8;
Titus 2:13.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11,
note)

3:4
a 2 Pet. 2:10

3:5
b Titus 1:16; cp.

Matt. 7:15

c 2 Thess. 3:6

3:6
d Titus 1:11

e See Rom. 3:23,
note

3:8
f Ex. 7:11-12,22;

8:7; 9:11

g 1 Tim. 6:5

h Apostasy: v. 8;
2 Tim. 4:4.
(Luke 18:8;
2 Tim. 3:1, note)

3:10
i Law (of Christ):

v. 10; Titus 2:2.
(John 13:34;
2 John 5, note)

3:11
j Acts 13:44-52

k Acts 14:1-6,19

l Cp. John 15:20;
1 Thess. 3:3

3:15
m Inspiration: vv.

15-17; Heb. 1:1.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

n Ps. 119:97-104;
John 5:39

o See Rom. 1:16,
note

2 TIMOTHY 3:4—4:8 1657
15and that from childhood you

have known the Holy mScriptures,
which are able to nmake you wise
for osalvation through faith which is
in Christ Jesus.

16All pScripture is given by inspi-
ration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in qrighteousness,

17that the man of God may be
complete, thoroughly equipped for
every good work.

IV. A Faithful Servant
and His Faithful Lord,

4:1–18

4I CHARGE you therefore before
God and the Lord Jesus Christ,

who will r judge the living and the
dead at* His appearing and His
skingdom:

2Preach the word! Be ready in
season and out of season. tCon-
vince, rebuke, exhort, with all long-
suffering and teaching.

3For the time will come when
they will not endure sound doc-
trine, but according to their own de-
sires, because they have itching
ears, they will uheap up for them-
selves teachers;

4 vand they will turn their ears
away from the truth, and be turned
aside to fables.

5But you be watchful in all things,
endure afflictions, do the work of an
evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

6For I am already being poured
out as a drink offering, and the time
of my wdeparture is at hand.

7I have xfought the good fight, I
have finished the yrace, I have kept
the faith.

8Finally, there is zlaid up for me
the aacrown of bbrighteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous
ccJudge, will give to me on that
ddDay, and not to me only but also to
all who have loved His eeappearing.
*4:1 NU-Text omits therefore and reads and by
for at.

Moses: saved from the water. The great leader of the
Israelites who led them out of slavery in Egypt to the
Promised Land.

3:17 complete. Or perfect. See Phil. 3:12, note.
4:1 Lord Jesus Christ. Or Christ Jesus.

3:1 APOSTASY, SUMMARY

Apostasy, “falling away” (2 Thess. 2:3) is the act of pro-
fessed Christians who deliberately reject revealed truth
as to (1) the Deity of Jesus Christ, and (2) redemption
through His atoning and redeeming sacrifice (1 John
4:1–3; Phil. 3:18; 2 Pet. 2:1).

Apostasy differs, therefore, from error concerning
truth, which may be the result of ignorance (Acts
19:1–6), or heresy, which may be due to the snare of
Satan (2 Tim. 2:25–26), both of which may exist with
true faith. The apostate is perfectly described in 4:3–4.

Apostates depart from the faith, but not from the out-
ward profession of Christianity (3:5). Apostate teachers
are described in 4:3; 2 Pet. 2:1–19; Jude 4,8,11–13,16.
Apostasy in the church, as in Israel (Is. 1:5–6; 5:5–7), is
irremediable and awaits judgment (2 Thess. 2:10–12;
2 Pet. 2:17,21; Jude 11–15; Rev. 3:14–16).



and strengthened me, so that the
message might be preached fully
through me, and that all the Gen-
tiles might hear. Also I was deliv-
ered out of the mouth of the lion.

18And the Lord will gdeliver me
from every evil work and hpreserve
me for His heavenly kingdom. To
Him be glory forever and ever.
Amen!

Conclusion, 4:19–22
19Greet Prisca and iAquila, and

the household of jOnesiphorus.
20Erastus stayed in Corinth, but

kTrophimus I have left in Miletus
sick.

21Do your utmost to come before
winter. Eubulus greets you, as well
as Pudens, Linus, Claudia, and all
the brethren.

22The Lord Jesus Christ* be with
your spirit. Grace be with you.
Amen.

9Be diligent to come to me quick-
ly;

10for aDemas has forsaken me,
having loved this present world,
and has departed for Thessalonica—
Crescens for Galatia, Titus for Dal-
matia.

11Only Luke is with me. Get
bMark and bring him with you, for
he is useful to me for ministry.

12And cTychicus I have sent to
Ephesus.

13Bring the cloak that I left with
Carpus at Troas when you come—
and the books, especially the parch-
ments.

14dAlexander the coppersmith did
me much harm. May the Lord repay
him according to his works.

15You also must beware of him,
for he has greatly resisted our
words.

16At my first defense no one stood
with me, but all forsook me. May it
not be echarged against them.

17But f the Lord stood with me

4:18
g 2 Pet. 2:9

h Assurance/secu-
rity: v. 18; Heb.
6:11. (Ps. 23:1;
Jude 1, note)

4:19
i Acts 18:2

j 2 Tim. 1:16

4:20
k Acts 20:4

4:10
a Col. 4:14;

Philem. 24

4:11
b Acts 12:12

4:12
c Acts 20:4; Titus

3:12

4:14
d 1 Tim. 1:20

4:16
e Cp. Acts 7:60

4:17
f Deut. 31:6

1658 2 TIMOTHY 4:9–22

*4:22 NU-Text omits Jesus Christ.

Luke: of or belonging to Lucania. The beloved physi-
cian and companion of Paul who wrote the books of
Luke and Acts.

4:10 world. Literally age.

Prisca (or Priscilla) and Aquila: A Christian couple
who led a house church in Epheseus.

3:16 INSPIRATION, SUMMARY

Every word of Holy Scripture is inspired or “God-breathed” (Greek theopneustos). Without impairing the intelligence,
individuality, literary style, or personal feelings of the human authors, God supernaturally directed the writing of Scrip-
ture so that they recorded in perfect accuracy His comprehensive and infallible revelation to man. If God Himself had
done the writing, the written Word would be no more accurate and authoritative than it is.

The inspiration of Scripture is attested by OT writers (2 Sam. 23:2–3; Is. 59:21; Jer. 1:9) and by hundreds of instances
where the expression “thus says the LORD” or its equivalent is used. Christ affirms the inspiration of the OT (Matt. 5:18;
22:42–43; Mark 12:36; John 10:35). The apostles bear the same testimony (Acts 1:16; 4:24–25; 28:25; Heb. 3:7;
10:15–16; 2 Pet. 1:20–21). By means of divine inspiration the writers of Scripture spoke with authority concerning the
unknown past, wrote by divine guidance the historical portions, revealed the law, penned the devotional literature of
the Bible, recorded the contemporary prophetic message, and prophesied the future. Inspiration extends equally to all
Scripture, although only a small portion was given by direct dictation of God, e.g. Ex. 20:1; Lev. 1:1; Deut. 5:4.

The inspiration of the NT was also authenticated by Christ (see John 16:12, note). The apostles claimed inspiration
for their portions of the NT (1 Cor. 2:13; 14:37; Gal. 1:7–8; 1 Thess. 4:2,15; 2 Thess. 3:6,12,14). Paul quotes both
Deuteronomy and Luke as Scripture (1 Tim. 5:18; compare Deut. 25:4; Luke 10:7). Peter declares all Paul’s Epistles to
be Scripture (2 Pet. 3:16). Although the NT sometimes quotes the OT loosely, in paraphrase, or interpretively, this is
never done in a way to deny the authority or accuracy of the original text. The early apostolic church received the NT
Scriptures as the inspired Word of God as they were written, though formal recognition of the entire canon came more
slowly. Because the Scriptures are inspired, they are authoritative and without error in their original words, and con-
stitute the infallible revelation of God to man.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Paul Church Order c. A.D. 65

Background
The Epistle to Titus, addressed by Paul to one of his most reliable helpers, deals chiefly with conditions in the churches
located on the island of Crete. Although not mentioned in Acts, Titus is prominent in the Epistles; he was used by Paul for
tasks requiring responsibility and discretion (1:5; compare 2 Corinthians 7:6–7; 8:6,16). Thus he was Paul’s emissary to
the church at Corinth; he was in charge of the collection for the poor in Jerusalem; and he was placed over the churches
in Crete, the inhabitants of which were proverbially of low character (1:12). Later Paul sent Titus as far away as Dalma-
tia (Yugoslavia).

In emphasis Titus is akin to 1 Timothy. This Pastoral Epistle lists the qualifications of elders; stresses sound doctrine;
states the ethical obligations of elderly men and women, young men and women, and servants; and warns against false
teaching. It contains two outstanding doctrinal passages (2:1–14; 3:4–7).

Outline
The Epistle may be divided as follows:

Introduction 1:1–4
I. The Qualifications and Duties of Elders 1:5–16

A. Need for Elders 1:5
B. Personal Prerequisites 1:6–8
C. Doctrinal Qualifications 1:9–16

1. Ability to Refute Opponent of Sound Teaching 1:9
2. Presence of Deceivers 1:10–11
3. Character of Cretans 1:12–16

II. The Pastoral Work of a True Minister 2:1–15
A. Ministry Toward Various Groups 2:1–10

1. Older Men 2:1–2
2. Older Women 2:3
3. Younger Women 2:4–5
4. Younger Men 2:6–8
5. Servants 2:9–10

B. The Appearance of Life-Changing Grace 2:11–15
III. Exhortations to Godly Living 3:1–11

A. Subjection to Others 3:1–3
B. Behavior to Be Based on Mercy Shown to Sinners 3:4–7
C. Need for Continual Sound Teaching Leading to Good Works 3:8–11
Conclusion 3:12–15

THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO

T I T U S



8but hospitable, a lover of what is
good, sober-minded, just, iholy, self-
controlled,

9 jholding fast the faithful word as
he has been taught, that he may be
able, by sound doctrine, both to ex-
hort and convict those who contra-
dict.

10For there are many insubordi-
nate, both idle k talkers and de-
ceivers, especially those of the cir-
cumcision,

11whose mouths must be
stopped, who subvert whole house-
holds, teaching things which they
ought not, lfor the sake of dishonest
gain.

12mOne of them, a prophet of
their own, said, “Cretans are always
liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.”

13This testimony is true. There-
fore nrebuke them osharply, that
they may be sound in the faith,

14not giving heed to Jewish fables
and commandments of men who
turn from the truth.

15pTo the pure all things are pure,
but to those who are defiled and un-
believing nothing is pure; but even
their mind and conscience are de-
filed.

16They qprofess to rknow God,
but in works they deny Him, being
abominable, disobedient, and dis-
qualified for every good work.

Introduction: Salutation, 1:1–4

1PAUL, a bondservant of God
and an apostle of Jesus Christ,

according to the faith of God’s
aelect and the acknowledgment of
the truth which accords with godli-
ness,

2in hope of beternal life which
God, who ccannot lie, promised be-
fore time began,

3but has in due time manifested
His word through preaching, which
was committed to me according
to the commandment of God our
dSavior;

4To eTitus, a true son in our com-
mon faith:

Grace, mercy, and peace from
God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ* our fSavior.

I. The Qualifications and Duties
of Elders, 1:5–16

5For this reason I left you in
Crete, that you should set in order
the things that are lacking, and ap-
point gelders in every city as I com-
manded you—

6if a man is blameless, the hus-
band of one wife, having faithful
children not accused of dissipation
or insubordination.

7For a hbishop* must be blame-
less, as a steward of God, not self-
willed, not quick-tempered, not giv-
en to wine, not violent, not greedy
for money,

1:8
i Sanctification

(NT): v. 8; Heb.
2:11. (Matt. 4:5;
Rev. 22:11,
note)

1:9
j Cp. 2 Thess.

2:15

1:10
k James 1:26

1:11
l 1 Tim. 6:5

1:12
m Cp. Acts 17:28

1:13
n 2 Tim. 4:2

o Cp. 2 Cor.
13:10

1:15
p Rom. 14:14,20;

cp. Luke 11:41

1:16
q 2 Tim. 3:5,7

r Matt. 7:20-23;
25:12; 1 John
2:4

1:1
a Election (corpo-

rate): v. 1; Heb.
3:1. (Deut. 7:6;
1 Pet. 5:13,
note)

1:2
b Life (eternal): v.

2; Titus 3:7.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

c Num. 23:19

1:3
d See Rom. 1:16,

note

1:4
e 2 Cor. 2:13

f See Rom. 1:16,
note

1:5
g Elders: v. 5; Ti-

tus 1:7. (Acts
11:30; Titus 1:5,
note)

1:7
h Elders: v. 7;

James 5:14.
(Acts 11:30; Ti-
tus 1:5, note)

1660 TITUS 1:1–16

*1:4 NU-Text reads and Christ Jesus.
*1:7 Literally overseer

1:1 bondservant. Or slave.

1:3 in due time. Literally in its own due season, that is,
at the proper time.

1:4 son. Literally child.

Titus: protected. A Christian from Greece who served
with Paul. He was given important assignments in
Corinth and Crete.

1:5 lacking. It is not at all a question of the presence in
the assembly of persons having the qualifications of el-
ders, made overseers by the Holy Spirit (Acts 20:28); that
such persons were in the churches of Crete is assumed.
The question is altogether one of the appointment of such
persons. These churches were not destitute of elders, but
were at fault in having failed to duly appoint them. There
is a progress of doctrine in respect to the appointing of
elders.

1:7 not greedy. Literally no seeker of dishonest gain.

1:5 ELDERS, SUMMARY

Elder (Greek presbuteros) and overseer (Greek episko-
pos) designate the same office (compare v. 7; Acts
20:17; compare v. 28), the former referring to the man,
the latter to a function of the office. The eldership in the
apostolic churches was usually plural; there is no in-
stance of only one elder in a local church.

The functions of the elders are: to rule (1 Tim. 3:4–5;
5:17); to teach (1 Tim. 5:17); to guard the body of re-
vealed truth from perversion and error (Titus 1:9); and
to oversee the church as a shepherd his flock (John
21:16; Acts 20:28; Heb. 13:17; 1 Pet. 5:2).

Elders are made or set in the churches by the Holy
Spirit (Acts 20:28), but great stress is laid in the NT upon
their due appointment (Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5). In Titus
and 1 Timothy the qualifications of an elder become
part of the Scriptures for the guidance of the churches
themselves in such appointments (1 Tim. 3:1–7).



II. The Pastoral Work of a
True Minister, 2

2BUT as for you, speak the things
which are proper for sound doc-

trine:
2that the older men be sober, rev-

erent, temperate, sound in faith, in
alove, in patience;

3the older women likewise, that
they be reverent in behavior, not
slanderers, not given to much wine,
teachers of good things—

4that they admonish the young
women to love their husbands, to
love their children,

5to be discreet, chaste, bhome-
makers, good, cobedient to their
own husbands, that the word of
God may not be blasphemed.

6Likewise, exhort the young men
to be sober-minded,

7in all things showing yourself to
be a dpattern of good works; in doc-
trine showing integrity, reverence,
incorruptibility,*

8esound speech that cannot be
condemned, that one who is an op-
ponent may be ashamed, having
nothing evil to say of you.*

9Exhort fbondservants to be obe-
dient to their own masters, to be
well pleasing in all things, not an-
swering back,

10not pilfering, but showing all
good fidelity, that they may gadorn
the doctrine of God our hSavior in
all things.

11For the igrace of God that
brings salvation has jappeared to all
men,

12teaching us that, denying un-
godliness and worldly lusts, we
should live soberly, righteously, and
godly in the present age,

13looking for k the blessed hope
and glorious appearing of our great
God and lSavior Jesus Christ,

14mwho ngave Himself for us, that
He might oredeem us from every
lawless deed and purify for Himself

2:14
p Deut. 14:2;

26:18; 1 Pet. 2:9
2:15

q Cp. 1 Tim. 4:12
3:1

r Rom. 13:1;
1 Pet. 2:13

3:3
s 1 Cor. 6:11;

1 Pet. 4:3
3:4

t See Rom. 1:16,
note

3:5
u Eph. 2:4-9
v See Rom. 10:3,

note
w See Rom. 1:16,

note
x Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 5; Heb. 2:4.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

3:6
y See Rom. 1:16,

note
3:7

z Justification: v.
7; James 2:21.
(Luke 18:14;
Rom. 3:28,
note)

aa Grace: v. 7;
Heb. 2:9.
(John 1:14;
John 1:17,
note)

bb Life (eternal):
v. 7; Heb.
7:16. (Matt.
7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

3:8
cc Faith: v. 8;

Philem. 6.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

dd Righteousness
(garment): v.
8; 1 Pet. 2:12.
(Gen. 3:21;
Rev. 19:8,
note)

3:9
ee 2 Tim. 2:23

3:11
ff See Rom.

3:23, note

2:2
a Law (of Christ):

v. 2; Titus 3:15.
(John 13:34;
2 John 5, note)

2:5
b 1 Tim. 5:14
c 1 Tim. 2:11; cp.

Gen. 3:16
2:7

d Phil. 3:17;
1 Tim. 4:12

2:8
e Cp. 1 Tim. 6:3

2:9
f Eph. 6:5-6;

1 Tim. 6:1
2:10

g Righteousness
(garment): v. 10;
Titus 3:8. (Gen.
3:21; Rev. 19:8,
note)

h See Rom. 1:16,
note

2:11
i Grace: v. 11; Ti-

tus 3:7. (John
1:14; John 1:17,
note)

j Christ (first ad-
vent): v. 11; Ti-
tus 2:14. (Gen.
3:15; Acts 1:11,
note)

2:13
k Christ (second

advent): v. 13;
Heb. 9:28.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

l See Rom. 1:16,
note

2:14
m Christ (first ad-

vent): v. 14;
Heb. 7:27.
(Gen. 3:15; Acts
1:11, note)

n Sacrifice (of
Christ): v. 14;
Heb. 1:3. (Gen.
3:15; Heb.
10:18, note)

o See Rom. 3:24,
note

TITUS 2:1—3:11 1661
His own special ppeople, zealous for
good works.

15Speak these things, exhort, and
rebuke with all authority. qLet no
one despise you.

III. Exhortations to Godly
Living, 3:1–11

3REMIND them to be rsubject to
rulers and authorities, to obey,

to be ready for every good work,
2to speak evil of no one, to be

peaceable, gentle, showing all hu-
mility to all men.

3For swe ourselves were also
once foolish, disobedient, deceived,
serving various lusts and pleasures,
living in malice and envy, hateful
and hating one another.

4But when the kindness and the
love of God our tSavior toward man
appeared,

5unot by works of vrighteousness
which we have done, but according
to His mercy He wsaved us, through
the washing of regeneration and re-
newing of the Holy xSpirit,

6whom He poured out on us
abundantly through Jesus Christ our
ySavior,

7that having been zjustified by His
aagrace we should become heirs ac-
cording to the hope of bbeternal life.

8This is a faithful saying, and these
things I want you to affirm constant-
ly, that those who have ccbelieved in
God should be careful to ddmaintain
good works. These things are good
and profitable to men.

9But eeavoid foolish disputes, ge-
nealogies, contentions, and strivings
about the law; for they are unprof-
itable and useless.

10Reject a divisive man after the
first and second admonition,

11knowing that such a person is
warped and ffsinning, being self-
condemned.
*2:7 NU-Text omits incorruptibility. *2:8 NU-
Text and M-Text read us.

2:11 Verses 11–14 are notable for their perfect balance
of doctrine with living. Beginning with the incarnation
(“the grace of God . . . has appeared,” v. 11), they relate
this doctrine to a life that denies evil and practices good
here and now (v. 12); that sees in the return of Christ the in-
centive for godly conduct (“looking for the blessed

hope. . .” v. 13); and that realizes, in personal holiness and
good works, the purpose of the atonement (v. 14). The pas-
sage is one of the most concise summations in the entire
NT of the relation of Gospel truth to life. See also 3:4–7;
Eph. 2:8–10.

2:13 Jesus Christ. Or Christ Jesus.



13Send Zenas the lawyer and
bApollos on their journey with
haste, that they may lack nothing.

14And let our people also learn to
maintain good works, to meet ur-
gent needs, that they may not be
unfruitful.

15All who are with me greet you.
Greet those who c love us in the
faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.

Conclusion: Personal Remarks
and Benediction, 3:12–15

12When I send Artemas to you, or
aTychicus, be diligent to come to
me at Nicopolis, for I have decided
to spend the winter there.

3:13
b Cp. Acts 18:24

3:15
c Law (of Christ):

v. 15; Philem. 9.
(John 13:34;
2 John 5, note)

3:12
a Acts 20:4; Eph.

6:21; 2 Tim.
4:12

1662 TITUS 3:12–15

Apollos: A well educated Jew who became a Christian
and was a powerful teacher in the church at Corinth.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Paul Love Exemplified c. A.D. 60

Background
The Epistle to Philemon, written during Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome, was probably carried to Philemon, a well-to-
do citizen of Colosse, by the same messenger who bore the Ephesian and Colossian letters, Tychicus. The messenger had
Onesimus as his companion (Colossians 4:9).

Onesimus, whose name means profitable (or useful), had been unprofitable to his master Philemon (verse 11); for the
slave had probably robbed the master (verse 18) and had fled to Rome. There he was converted through Paul’s ministry,
and now Paul was sending him back accompanied by Tychicus and this letter. It is of priceless value as instruction in

(1) practical righteousness;
(2) Christian brotherhood;
(3) Christian courtesy; and
(4) the law of love.

Outline
The Epistle may be divided as follows:

Introduction verses 1–3
I. The Character of Philemon verses 4–7

II. Intercession for Onesimus verses 8–21
Conclusion verses 22–25

THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO

P H I L E M O N



13whom I wished to keep with
me, that on your nbehalf he might
minister to me in my chains for the
ogospel.

14But without your consent I
wanted to do nothing, that your
good deed might not be by compul-
sion, as it were, but pvoluntary.

15For qperhaps he departed for a
while for this purpose, that you
might receive him forever,

16no longer as a rslave but more
than a sslave—a beloved brother,
especially to me but how much
more to you, both in the tflesh and
in the Lord.

17If then you count me as a upart-
ner, receive him as you would me.

18But if he has wronged you or
owes anything, put that on my vac-
count.

19I, Paul, am writing with my
own whand. I will repay—not to
mention to you that you owe me
even your own self besides.

20Yes, brother, let me have joy
from you in the Lord; refresh my
heart in the Lord.

21Having xconfidence in your obe-
dience, I write to you, knowing that
you will do even more than I say.

Conclusion: Personal Remarks
and Benediction, vv. 22–25

22But, meanwhile, also prepare a
guest room for me, for I trust that
through your prayers I shall be
granted to you.

23yEpaphras, my fellow prisoner
in Christ Jesus, greets you,

24as do zMark, aaAristarchus,
bbDemas, Luke, my fellow laborers.

25The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

Introduction: Paul’s Greeting,
vv. 1–3

PAUL, a aprisoner of Christ Jesus,
and Timothy our brother,

To Philemon our beloved friend
and fellow laborer,

2to the beloved* Apphia, bArchip-
pus our fellow soldier, and to the
cchurch in your dhouse:

3Grace to you and peace from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

I. The Character of Philemon,
vv. 4–7

4eI thank my God, making men-
tion of you always in my prayers,

5 fhearing of your love and faith
which you have toward the Lord
Jesus and toward all the saints,

6that the sharing of your g faith
may become heffective by the ac-
knowledgment of ievery good thing
which is in you* in Christ Jesus.

7For we have* great joy* and con-
solation in your love, because the
hearts of the saints have been re-
freshed by you, brother.

II. Intercession for Onesimus,
vv. 8–21

8Therefore, though I might be
very bold in Christ to command you
jwhat is fitting,

9yet for k love’s sake I rather ap-
peal to you—being such a one as
Paul, the aged, and now also a pris-
oner of Jesus Christ—

10I appeal to you for my son
lOnesimus, whom I have mbegotten
while in my chains,

11who once was unprofitable to
you, but now is profitable to you
and to me.

12I am sending him back.* You
therefore receive him, that is, my
own heart,

13
n Cp. Phil. 2:30

o Gospel: v. 13;
Heb. 4:2. (Gen.
12:3; Rev. 14:6,
note)

14
p Cp. 2 Cor. 9:7;

1 Pet. 5:2

15
q Cp. Gen. 45:5-8

16
r 1 Cor. 7:22

s 1 Cor. 7:22

t Eph. 6:5; Col.
3:22

17
u Cp. 2 Cor. 8:23

18
v Cp. Luke 14:14

19
w 1 Cor. 16:21

21
x Cp. 2 Cor. 7:16

23
y Col. 1:7

24
z Acts 12:12,25

aa Acts 19:29

bb 2 Tim. 4:10

1
a Eph. 3:1

2
b Col. 4:17

c Churches (lo-
cal): v. 2; James
5:14. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

d Cp. Rom. 16:5

4
e Cp. Eph. 1:16

5
f Cp. Col. 1:3-4,9

6
g Faith: v. 6; Heb.

4:2. (Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

h James 2:14-17

i 1 Thess. 5:18;
cp. Phil. 4:8;
2 Pet. 1:5-8

8
j v. 19

9
k Law (of Christ):

v. 9; James 2:8.
(John 13:34;
2 John 5, note)

10
l Col. 4:9

m Cp. 1 Cor. 4:15

1664 PHILEMON 1–25

*v. 2 NU-Text reads to our sister Apphia.
*v. 6 NU-Text and M-Text read us. *v. 7 NU-
Text reads had. * M-Text reads thanksgiving.
*v. 12 NU-Text reads back to you in person, that
is, my own heart.

Philemon: affectionate. A Christian who received a
letter from Paul urging him to accept Onesimus back
as a brother in Christ.

9 Jesus Christ. Or Christ Jesus.

Onesimus: profitable. A run-away slave who became
a Christian. He belonged to Philemon.

18 on my account. Verses 17–18 perfectly illustrate im-
putation: “Receive him as you would me”—reckon to him
my merit; “If he has wronged you or owes anything, put
that on my account”—reckon to me his demerit. See Impu-
tation, Gen. 15:6; James 2:23, note.

20 the Lord. Or Christ.
22 trust. Or hope. Compare Phil. 2:24.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Unknown Priesthood of Christ c. A.D. 68

Background
The Epistle to the Hebrews is an anonymous book. Its authorship has been debated since post-apostolic days. In certain
places its language is like Paul’s and, on account of the personal reference to Timothy in 13:23, some scholars have at-
tributed the letter to Paul. Although there is no conclusive proof of his authorship, Hebrews, as a part of Scripture, speaks
with divine authority. The letter was composed prior to the destruction of Jerusalem, since it is evident that the Temple
was still standing when Hebrews was written (compare 10:11).

The occasion of the Epistle was the need of special exhortation for Hebrew readers who had professed faith in Jesus as
the Messiah, some of whom were wavering in their attitude. Hence, the exhortation is to “hold fast” (3:6) and to “go on
to perfection” (6:1).

Purpose and Key Concept
The purpose of the book, then, was

(1) to confirm Jewish Christians by showing that Old Testament Judaism had come to an end through the fulfillment by
Christ of the whole purpose of the law;

(2) to warn some who had identified themselves as Christians against (a) falling back into Judaism or (b) pausing short
of true faith in Christ; and

(3) to bring to the attention of Christians everywhere the preeminence of Jesus Christ.
The key concept throughout the book is superiority (1:4; 6:9; 7:7,19,22; 8:6; 9:23; 10:34; 11:16,35,40; 12:24). He-

brews contains a series of contrasts between the good things of Judaism and the better things of Christ. Christ is better
than angels, than Moses, than Joshua, than Aaron; and the New Covenant (8:7–13) is better than the Mosaic Covenant
(see Exodus 19:5, note).

More fully than any New Testament writing, Hebrews reveals the present high-priestly ministry of the Man in the glory,
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Outline
The Epistle may be divided as follows:

Introduction 1:1–3
I. Christ as a Person Superior to All Other Persons 1:4—4:16

A. The Son Superior to Angels 1:4—2:18
B. The Son Superior to Moses, the Servant 3:1—4:16

II. The Preeminence and Finality of the Priesthood of Christ 5:1—10:18
A. The Importance of Priesthood 5:1—6:20

1. The Office of High Priest 5:1–4
2. Christ, a High Priest after the Order of Melchizedek 5:5–10
3. The Danger of Rejecting the Priestly Work of Christ 5:11–14
4. Need for Entrance into Faith 6:1–12
5. Access to God by the Oath-Based Priesthood of Christ 6:13–20

B. The Melchizedekian Priesthood of the Son of God 7:1–28
1. The Historic Melchizedek a Type of Christ 7:1–3
2. Superiority of the Melchizedekian Priesthood 7:4–28

C. The Superiority of the New Covenant 8:1—10:18
1. The Presence of Our High Priest with God 8:1–5
2. The Temporary Nature of the Old Covenant 8:6—9:10
3. The Reality of the Sanctuary and Sacrifice of the New Covenant 9:11–15
4. The New Covenant as the Last Will and Testament of Christ 9:16–22
5. The Cleansing of the Heavenly Sanctuary 9:23–28
6. The Superiority of the One New Covenant Sacrifice 10:1–18

III. The Life of Faith 10:19—13:19
A. Encouragements and Warnings to Those Wavering 10:19–39
B. The Superiority of the Way of Faith 11:1–40
C. The Worship and Life of the Believer 12:1—13:19
Conclusion 13:20–25

THE EPISTLE TO THE

H E B R E W S



Therefore God, Your God, has
anointed You

With the oil of gladness more
than Your companions.”

10And:

“You, k LORD, in the beginning
laid the foundation of the
earth,

And the heavens are the work
of Your hands.

11 They will perish, but You
remain;

And lthey will all grow old like
a garment;

12 Like a cloak You will fold them
up,

And they will be changed.
But You are the msame,
And Your years will not fail.”

13But to which of the angels has
He ever said:

“Sitn at My right hand,
Till I make Your enemies Your

footstool”?
14Are they not all ministering

spirits sent forth to minister for
those who will inherit osalvation?

Hearers warned

2THEREFORE we must give the
more earnest heed to the things

we have heard, lest we drift away.
2For if the word spoken through

pangels proved steadfast, and every
q transgression and qdisobedience
received a just reward,

3how shall we escape if we ne-
glect so great a rsalvation, which at
the first began to be spoken by the
Lord, and was confirmed to us by
those who heard sHim,

4God also bearing witness both
twith signs and wonders, with vari-
ous miracles, and gifts of the Holy
uSpirit, according to His own will?

Introduction: 1:1–3

1GOD, who at various times and
in various ways aspoke in time

past to the fathers by the prophets,
2has in these last days spoken to

us by His Son, whom He has ap-
pointed heir of all things, through
whom also He made the worlds;

3who being the brightness of His
glory and the express bimage of His
person, and upholding all things by
the word of His power, when He
had by Himself* cpurged our* sins,
sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty on high,

I. Christ as a Person Superior
to All Others, 1:4—4:16

The Son superior to angels
4having become so much better

than the angels, as He has by inher-
itance obtained a more excellent
name than they.

5For to which of the angels did
He ever say:

“You are My dSon,
Today I have begotten You”?

And again:

“I e will be to Him a Father,
And He shall be to Me a Son” ?

6But when He again brings the
firstborn into the world, He says:

“Let f all the angels of God
worship Him.”*

7And of the angels He says:

“Who g makes His angels spirits
And His ministers a flame of

fire.”
8But to the Son He says:

“Your throne, O hGod, is forever
and ever;

A scepter of righteousness is
the scepter of Your
kingdom.

9 You have loved irighteousness
and hated jlawlessness;

1:10
k vv. 10-12; Ps.

102:25-27

1:11
l Is. 50:9; 51:6

1:12
m Heb. 13:8

1:13
n Ps. 110:1; Matt.

22:44

1:14
o See Rom. 1:16,

note

2:2
p Acts 7:53; Gal.

3:19

q See Rom. 3:23,
note

2:3
r See Rom. 1:16,

note

s Luke 1:2

2:4
t Acts 2:43;

2 Cor. 12:12

u Holy Spirit: v. 4;
Heb. 3:7. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

1:1
a Inspiration: vv.

1-2; Heb. 3:7.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

1:3
b 2 Cor. 4:4; Col.

1:15

c Sacrifice (of
Christ): v. 3;
Heb. 7:27.
(Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note)

1:5
d Ps. 2:7

e 2 Sam. 7:14

1:6
f Deut. 32:43,

LXX

1:7
g Ps. 104:4

1:8
h vv. 8-9; Ps.

45:6-7

1:9
i See 1 John 3:7,

note

j See Rom. 3:23,
note

1666 HEBREWS 1:1—2:4

*1:3 NU-Text omits by Himself. * NU-Text
omits our. *1:6 Psalm 97:7

1:1 at various times . . . ways. Literally in many por-
tions and in many ways.

1:2 by His Son. Literally in Son. worlds. Literally ages.
1:3 brightness. Or effulgence. express image of His

person. Literally representation of His substance.
1:6 world. Greek oikoumenē. See Luke 2:1, note.
1:8 righteousness. Literally uprightness.



God’s purpose: the earth
to be subject to humanity

5For He has not put the world to
come, of which we speak, in subjec-
tion to angels.

6But one testified in a certain
place, saying:

“What a is man that You are
mindful of him,

Or the son of man that You
take care of him?

7 You have made him a little
lower than the angels;

You have crowned him with
glory and honor,*

And set him over the works of
Your hands.

8 You have put all things in
subjection under his feet.”

2:8
b 1 Cor. 15:27

2:9
c Grace: v. 9;

Heb. 4:16. (John
1:14; John 1:17,
note)

2:10
d Col. 1:16

e Heb. 5:8-9; see
Phil. 3:12, note

2:6
a vv. 6-8; Ps. 

8:4-6

HEBREWS 2:5–10 1667
For in that He put all in subjection
under bhim, He left nothing that is
not put under him. But now we do
not yet see all things put under him.

Jesus made for a little time
lower than the angels

9But we see Jesus, who was made
a little lower than the angels, for the
suffering of death crowned with glo-
ry and honor, that He, by the cgrace
of God, might taste death for every-
one.

10For it was fitting for Him, dfor
whom are all things and by whom
are all things, in bringing many sons
to glory, to make the captain of their
salvation eperfect through sufferings.
*2:7 NU-Text and M-Text omit the rest of verse 7.

2:5 world. Greek oikoumenē. See Luke 2:1, note.
2:7 a little lower. Or for a little, that is, little time.

2:10 captain. Literally author, originator.

1:4 ANGEL, SUMMARY

Angel, that is, “messenger,” is used of God, of men, and of an order of created spiritual beings whose chief attributes
are strength and wisdom (2 Sam. 14:20; Ps. 103:20; 104:4).

In the OT the expression “the Angel of the LORD” (sometimes “of God”) usually implies the presence of Deity in an-
gelic form (Gen. 16:1–13; 21:17–19; 22:11–16; 31:11–13; Ex. 3:2–4; Judg. 2:1; 6:12–16; 13:3–22). See Judg. 2:1,
note; compare Mal. 3:1, note.

The word “angel” is used of men in Luke 7:24, Greek; James 2:25, Greek; Rev. 1:20; 2:1,8,12,18; 3:1,7,14. In Rev.
8:3–5 Christ is evidently meant.

Sometimes “angel” is used of the spirit of man (Acts 12:15). Though angels are spirits (Ps. 104:4; Heb. 1:14), pow-
er is given them to become visible in the semblance of human form (Gen. 19:1, compare v. 5; Ex. 3:2; Num.
22:22–31; Judg. 2:1; 6:11,22; 13:3,6; 1 Chr. 21:16,20; Matt. 1:20; Luke 1:26; John 20:12; Acts 7:30; 12:7–8, etc.). The
word is always used in the masculine gender, though sex, in the human sense, is never ascribed to angels (Matt.
22:30; Mark 12:25).

They are exceedingly numerous (Ps. 68:17; Matt. 26:53; Heb. 12:22; Rev. 5:11).
Their power is inconceivable (2 Kin. 19:35).
Their place is about the throne of God (Rev. 5:11; 7:11).
Their relation to believers is that of “ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation,”

and this ministry has reference largely to the physical safety and well-being of children of God (1 Kin. 19:5; Ps. 34:7;
91:11; Dan. 6:22; Matt. 2:13,19; 4:11; Luke 22:43; Acts 5:19; 12:7–10). Comparing Heb. 1:14 with Matt. 18:10 and
Ps. 91:11, it appears that this care for the heirs of salvation begins in infancy and continues through life. The angels
observe us (Eccl. 5:6; 1 Cor. 4:9; Eph. 3:10), a fact which should influence conduct. Man is made “a little lower than
the angels,” and in incarnation Christ took “for a little while” this lower place (Ps. 8:4–5; Heb. 2:7) that He might lift
the Christian into His own sphere above angels (Heb. 2:9–10).

The angels are to accompany Christ in His second advent (Matt. 25:31). To them will be committed the preparation
of the judgment of individual Gentiles among the nations (see Matt. 13:30,39,41–42; 25:32, note). The Kingdom Age
is not to be subject to angels, but to Christ and those for whom He was made a little lower than the angels (Heb. 2:7).
An archangel, Michael, is mentioned as having a particular relation to Israel and to the resurrections (Dan. 10:13,21;
12:1–2; 1 Thess. 4:16; Jude 9). The only other angel whose name is revealed, Gabriel, was employed in the most dis-
tinguished services (Dan. 8:16; 9:21; Luke 1:19,26).

In regard to fallen angels, two classes are mentioned:
(1) “The angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own abode” and are chained under darkness,

awaiting judgment (Jude 6; 2 Pet. 2:4; compare John 5:22; 1 Cor. 6:3). See Gen. 6:4, note. And
(2) the angels who are not bound, but go about doing the will of Satan (see Rev. 20:10, note). They may be identical

with the demons (see Matt. 7:22, note). Everlasting fire is prepared for Satan and his angels (Matt. 25:41; Rev. 20:10).



5And nMoses indeed was faithful
in all His house as a servant, for a
o testimony of those things which
would be spoken afterward,

6but Christ as a Son over His own
house, whose phouse we are if we
hold fast the confidence and the re-
joicing of the hope firm to the end.*

Exhortation: the generation that
came out of Egypt did not enter the

Canaan rest because of unbelief
7Therefore, as the Holy qSpirit

rsays:

“Today, s if you will hear His
voice,

8 Do not harden your hearts as in
the rebellion,

In the day of trial in the
wilderness,

9 Where your fathers tested Me,
ttried Me,

And saw My works forty years.
10 Therefore I was angry with that

generation,
And said, ‘They always go

astray in their heart,
And they have not known My

ways.’
11 So I swore in My wrath,

‘They shall not enter My
rest.’ ”

12Beware, brethren, lest there be
in any of you an evil heart of unbe-
lief in departing from the living
God;

13but exhort one another daily,
while it is called “Today,” lest any
of you be hardened through the de-
ceitfulness of usin.

14For we have become partakers
of Christ if we hold the beginning of
our confidence steadfast to the end,

15while it is said:

“Today, if you will hear His
voice,

Do not harden your hearts as in
the rebellion.”

16For who, having heard, re-
belled? Indeed, was it not all who
came out of Egypt, led by Moses?

17Now with whom was He angry
forty years? Was it not with those

11For both He who asanctifies and
those who are being sanctified are
all of one, for which reason He is
not ashamed to call them brethren,

12saying:

“I b will declare Your name to
My brethren;

In the midst of the cassembly I
will sing praise to You.”

13And again:

“Id will put My trust in Him.”*

And again:

“Here am I and the children
whom God has given Me.”*

14Inasmuch then as the children
have partaken of flesh and blood,
He Himself likewise shared in the
same, that through death He might
destroy him who had the power of
edeath, that is, the fdevil,

15and release those who through
fear of death were all their lifetime
subject to bondage.

16For indeed He does not give aid
to angels, but He does give aid to
the seed of Abraham.

17Therefore, in all things He had
to be made like His brethren, that
He might be a merciful and faithful
High gPriest in things pertaining to
God, to make hpropitiation for the
sins of the people.

18For in that He Himself has suf-
fered, being itempted, He is able to
aid those who are tempted.

The rest of God

Christ, the Son, superior
to Moses, the servant

3THEREFORE, jholy brethren,
partakers of the heavenly kcall-

ing, consider the Apostle and High
Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus,

2who was faithful to Him who ap-
pointed Him, as lMoses also was
faithful in all His house.

3For this One has been counted
worthy of more glory than Moses,
inasmuch as He who mbuilt the
house has more honor than the
house.

4For every house is built by some-
one, but He who built all things is
God.

3:5
n Num. 12:7

o Deut. 18:15,19

3:6
p Cp. Eph. 2:19

3:7
q Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 7; Heb. 6:4.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

r Inspiration: v. 7;
Heb. 4:3. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

s vv. 7-11; Ps.
95:7-11

3:9
t Test/Tempt: vv.

7-9; Heb. 4:15.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note)

3:13
u See Rom. 3:23,

note

2:11
a Sanctification

(NT): v. 11;
Heb. 3:1. (Matt.
4:5; Rev. 22:11,
note)

2:12
b Ps. 22:22

c Church (the
true): v. 12;
Heb. 12:23.
(Matt. 16:18;
Heb. 12:23,
note)

2:13
d Is. 8:17, LXX

2:14
e 2 Tim. 1:10

f Satan: v. 14;
James 4:7. (Gen.
3:1; Rev. 20:10,
note)

2:17
g Heb. 5:1-10

h See Rom. 3:25,
note

2:18
i Test/Tempt: v.

18; Heb. 3:9.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note)

3:1
j Sanctification

(NT): v. 1; Heb.
9:3. (Matt. 4:5;
Rev. 22:11,
note)

k Election (corpo-
rate): v. 1; James
2:5. (Deut. 7:6;
1 Pet. 5:13,
note)

3:2
l Num. 12:7

3:3
m Zech. 6:12-13

1668 HEBREWS 2:11—3:17

*2:13 2 Samuel 22:3 * Isaiah 8:18
*3:6 NU-Text omits firm to the end.



who asinned, whose corpses fell in
the wilderness?

18And to whom did He swear that
they would not enter His rest, but
to those who did not obey?

19So we see that they could not
enter in because of bunbelief.

The better rest for the believer

4THEREFORE, since a promise
remains of entering His rest, let

us fear lest any of you seem to have
come cshort of it.

2For indeed the dgospel was
preached to us as well as to them;
but the word which they heard did
not profit them,* not being mixed
with efaith in those who fheard it.

3For we who have believed do en-
ter that rest, as He has gsaid:

“Soh I swore in My wrath,
‘They shall not enter My

rest,’ ”

although the works were finished
from the foundation of the world.

4For He has ispoken in a certain
place of the seventh day in this way:
“And jGod rested on the seventh
day from all His works”;

5and again in this place: “They
shall not enter My rest.”

6Since therefore it remains that
some must enter it, and those to
whom it was first preached did not
enter because of disobedience,

7again He designates a certain
day, ksaying in David, “Today,” after
such a long time, as it has been
lsaid:

“Today, if you will hear His
voice,

Do not harden your hearts.”
8For if Joshua had mgiven them

rest, then He would not afterward
have spoken of another day.

4:10
n Cp. Rev. 14:13

4:11
o 2 Pet. 1:10

p Cp. Heb. 10:38

4:12
q Cp. Is. 49:2

r 1 Pet. 1:23

s Cp. Jer. 23:29

t Rev. 2:12

u Eph. 6:17

v Cp. John 12:48

4:13
w Ps. 33:13-15;

cp. 2 Chr. 16:9

x Job 26:6; Prov.
15:11

4:14
y Heb. 2:17; 3:1;

5:5,10; 6:20;
7:26; 8:1; 9:11;
10:21

z Heb. 10:23

4:15
aa Cp. Hos. 11:8

bb Test/Tempt:
v. 15; Heb.
11:17. (Gen.
3:1; James
1:14, note)

cc See Rom.
3:23, note

4:16
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10:19,22

ee Grace: v. 16;
Heb. 12:15.
(John 1:14;
John 1:17,
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2 Pet. 3:18,
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5:1
ff Heb. 2:17

3:17
a See Rom. 3:23,
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3:19
b Num. 14:1-39;

1 Cor. 10:10-11

4:1
c Cp. Heb. 12:15

4:2
d Gospel: v. 2;

1 Pet. 1:12.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

e Faith: v. 2; Heb.
10:22. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

f Cp. 1 Thess.
2:13

4:3
g Inspiration: vv.

3-8; Heb. 5:5.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

h Ps. 95:11

4:4
i Inspiration: vv.

3-8; Heb. 5:5.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

j Gen. 2:2

4:7
k Inspiration: vv.

3-8; Heb. 5:5.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

l Ps. 95:7-8
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m Josh 22:4
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The believer rests in a perfect

work of redemption
9There remains therefore a rest

for the people of God.
10For he who has entered His rest

has himself also ceased from his
nworks as God did from His.

11oLet us therefore be diligent to
enter that rest, lest anyone pfall ac-
cording to the same example of dis-
obedience.

12qFor the word of God is rliving
and spowerful, and sharper than
any t two-edged usword, piercing
even to the division of soul and spir-
it, and of joints and marrow, and is a
vdiscerner of the thoughts and in-
tents of the heart.

13And there is no creature whid-
den from His sight, but all things are
xnaked and open to the eyes of Him
to whom we must give account.

14Seeing then that we have a great
yHigh Priest who has passed through
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God,
zlet us hold fast our confession.

15For we do not have a High
Priest who cannot aasympathize
with our weaknesses, but was in all
points bb tempted as we are, yet
without ccsin.

16Let us therefore come ddboldly
to the throne of eegrace, that we
may obtain mercy and find grace to
help in time of need.

II. The Preeminence and Finality
of the Priesthood of Christ,

5:1—10:18

The believer is kept
in perfect rest by grace

The office of high priest

5FOR every high priest taken
from among men is appointed

for men in things ffpertaining to
*4:2 NU-Text and M-Text read profit them, since
they were not united by faith with those who
heeded it.

Moses: saved from the water. The great leader of the
Israelites who led them out of slavery in Egypt to the
Promised Land.

David: beloved. The youngest son of Jesse. He was a
man after God’s own heart who was the greatest king
of Israel.

Joshua: Jehovah is salvation. The leader of the Israel-
ites after the death of Moses. He led the people into
the Promised Land.

4:6 it. Literally the gospel.
4:9 rest. Literally keeping of a sabbath.
4:15 without. Or apart from.



and hard to explain, since you have
become dull of hearing.

12For though by this time you
ought to be teachers, you need
someone to teach you again the
q first principles of the oracles of
God; and you have come to need
rmilk and not solid food.

13For everyone who partakes only
of milk is unskilled in the word of
righteousness, for he is a sbabe.

14But solid food belongs to those
who are of full age, that is, those
who by reason of use have their
senses exercised to tdiscern both
good and evil.

Progress toward maturity

6THEREFORE, leaving the discus-
sion of the elementary principles

of Christ, let us go on to uperfection,
not laying again the foundation of
vrepentance from wdead works and
of faith toward God,

2of the doctrine of baptisms, of lay-
ing on of hands, of xresurrection of
the dead, and of eternal judgment.

3And this we will* do if God per-
mits.

4 yFor it is impossible for those
who were once enlightened, and
have tasted the heavenly gift, and
have become partakers of the Holy
zSpirit,

5and have tasted the good word
of God and the powers of the age to
come,

6if they fall away,* to renew them
again to aarepentance, since they
crucify again for themselves the Son
of God, and put Him to an open
shame.

God, that he may offer both gifts
and sacrifices for asins.

2He can have compassion on
those who are ignorant and going
astray, since he himself is also sub-
ject to bweakness.

3Because of this he is required as
for the people, so also for chimself,
to offer sacrifices for dsins.

4And no man takes this honor to
himself, but he who is called by
God, just as eAaron was.

Christ, a high priest according
to the order of Melchizedek

5So also Christ did not glorify
Himself to become fHigh Priest, but
it was He who gsaid to Him:

“Youh are My Son,
Today I have begotten You.”

6As He also says in another place:

“You i are a priest forever
According to the order of

Melchizedek”;
7who, in the days of His flesh,

when He had offered up jprayers
and supplications, with vehement
cries and tears to Him who was
kable to save Him from death, and
was heard because of His godly lfear,

8though He was a Son, yet He
learned mobedience by the things
which He suffered.

9And nhaving been perfected, He
became the author of eternal osalva-
tion to all who obey Him,

10called by God as High Priest
“according to the order of Melchize-
dek,”

Appeal and warning (to 6:12)
11of pwhom we have much to say,

5:12
q Cp. Heb. 6:1-2

r 1 Cor. 3:1-3

5:13
s Cp. Eph. 4:14

5:14
t Phil. 1:9

6:1
u See Phil. 3:12,

note

v Repentance: v.
1; Heb. 6:6.
(Matt. 3:2; Acts
17:30, note)

w Heb. 9:14

6:2
x Resurrection: v.

2; Heb. 11:19.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

6:4
y Apostasy: vv. 1-

9; Heb. 10:29.
(Luke 18:8;
2 Tim. 3:1, note)

z Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 4; Heb. 9:8.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

6:6
aa Repentance:

v. 6; Heb.
12:17. (Matt.
3:2; Acts
17:30, note)

5:1
a See Rom. 3:23,

note

5:2
b Heb. 7:28

5:3
c Lev. 9:7; Heb.

9:7

d See Rom. 3:23,
note

5:4
e Ex. 28:1; Num.

16:40

5:5
f Heb. 2:17; 3:1;

4:14; 6:20;
7:26; 8:1; 9:11;
10:21

g Inspiration: vv.
5-6; Heb. 6:14.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

h Ps. 2:7

5:6
i Ps. 110:4

5:7
j Bible prayers

(NT): v. 7; James
5:17. (Matt. 6:9;
Luke 11:2, note)

k Matt. 26:53

l See Ps. 19:9,
note

5:8
m Phil. 2:8

5:9
n Heb. 2:10

o See Rom. 1:16,
note

5:11
p Heb. 7:1-22
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*6:3 M-Text reads let us do. *6:6 Or and have
fallen away.

Aaron: light. Moses’ brother who helped Moses speak
in the presence of Pharaoh. He became the first high
priest of Israel.

5:6 the order of Melchizedek. See Gen. 14:18, note.
Melchizedek was a suitable type of Christ as High Priest,
because:

(1) he was a man (Heb. 7:4; 1 Tim. 2:5);
(2) he was a king-priest (compare Gen. 14:18 with Zech.

6:12–13);
(3) his name means “my king is righteous” (compare Is.

11:5), and he was king of Salem (that is, “peace,” compare
Is. 11:6–9);

(4) he had no recorded “beginning of days” (compare
John 1:1) or “end of life” (compare Rom. 6:9; Heb.
7:23–25), nor

(5) was he made a high priest by human appointment
(Ps. 110:4).

But the contrast between the high priesthood of
Melchizedek and Aaron is only as to person, “order” (or
appointment), and duration. In His work Christ follows the
Aaronic pattern, the “shadow” of which Christ was the sub-
stance (Heb. 8:1–6; 9:1–28).

5:7 from . Literally out of.
6:1 the. Literally a.
6:2 baptisms. Literally washings. Num. 8:7; Heb. 9:10.



7For the earth which drinks in
the rain that often comes upon it,
and bears herbs useful for those by
whom it is cultivated, receives
ablessing from God;

8but if it bears thorns and briers,
it is rejected and near to being
cursed, whose end is to be burned.

9But, beloved, we are confident of
better things concerning you, yes,
things that accompany bsalvation,
though we speak in this manner.

10cFor God is not unjust to forget
your work and labor of* love which
you have shown toward His name,
in that you have ministered to the
saints, and do dminister.

11And we desire that each one of
you show the same diligence to the

6:11
e Assurance/secu-

rity: vv. 8-12;
Heb. 7:25. (Ps.
23:1; Jude 1,
note)

6:12
f Heb. 13:7

6:14
g Inspiration: v.

14; Heb. 7:17.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

h Gen. 22:16-17

6:15
i Gen. 21:5

6:16
j Cp. Ex. 22:10-

11

6:17
k Rom. 8:17; Heb.

11:9

l Rom. 11:29

6:18
m Num. 23:19;

1 Sam. 15:29

n Col. 1:5; Heb.
7:19

6:19
o Lev. 16:15

6:20
p Heb. 2:17; 3:1;

4:14; 5:5,10;
7:26; 8:1; 9:11;
10:21

q Gen. 14:17-19;
Ps. 110:4; Heb.
5:10-11

7:1
r Gen. 14:17-19;

Ps. 110:4; Heb.
5:10-11

s Gen. 14:18

6:7
a Ps. 65:10

6:9
b See Rom. 1:16,

note

6:10
c Cp. Matt. 25:40

d Heb. 10:32-34
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full eassurance of hope until the
end,

12that you do not become slug-
gish, but f imitate those who
through faith and patience inherit
the promises.

The believer’s High Priest within the
veil assures his entrance there also
13For when God made a promise

to Abraham, because He could
swear by no one greater, He swore
by Himself,

14gsaying, h“Surely blessing I will
bless you, and multiplying I will
multiply you.”

15And so, after he had patiently
endured, he obtained the ipromise.

16For men indeed swear by the
jgreater, and an oath for confirma-
tion is for them an end of all dis-
pute.

17Thus God, determining to show
more abundantly to the kheirs of
promise the l immutability of His
counsel, confirmed it by an oath,

18that by two immutable things,
in which it is impossible for God to
mlie, we might* have strong conso-
lation, who have fled for refuge to
lay hold of the nhope set before us.

19This hope we have as an anchor
of the soul, both sure and steadfast,
and which enters the Presence obe-
hind the veil,

20where the forerunner has en-
tered for us, even Jesus, having be-
come pHigh Priest forever according
to the order of qMelchizedek.

The historic Melchizedek
a type of Christ (cp. Gen. 14)

7FOR this rMelchizedek, king of
Salem, priest of the sMost High

God, who met Abraham returning
from the slaughter of the kings and
blessed him,

2to whom also Abraham gave a
tenth part of all, first being translat-
*6:10 NU-Text omits labor of. *6:18 M-Text
omits might.

6:17 confirmed. Literally intervened with.

Abraham: of a great multitude. A man chosen by God
to become the father of the great nation Israel. God
promised Abraham that he would have descendants
as numerous as the stars in the heavens. Abraham was
revered throughout generations for his great faith.

6:4 A WARNING EXPLAINED

The warning in vv. 6–8 has been understood in various
ways. The major interpretations are:

(1) The warning is directed to some of the Jewish
people who professed to be believers in Christ but
stopped short of true faith in Him after advancing to the
threshold of salvation.

(2) The admonition presents a hypothetical case: if
one could “fall away” (v. 6), it would be impossible to
renew him again to repentance; for, in such an in-
stance, it would be necessary for Christ to be crucified a
second time. Obviously this will not occur (Heb.
10:12,14); thus to fall away is impossible.

(3) The warning is directed toward believers who
have fallen into sin to such an extent that they have
crucified to themselves the Son of God all over again (v.
6) and are therefore disapproved and will lose their re-
ward (see 1 Cor. 9:27, note). And

(4) the warning is to those who are believers in the
Lord Jesus Christ and are in danger of falling away,
through unbelief or sin, and losing their salvation.

The clause rendered “who have become partakers of
the Holy Spirit” (v. 4) might be paraphrased somewhat
like this: “were willingly being led toward the Holy
Spirit.” The warning is issued to those who have been
instructed and even moved by the Holy Spirit but have
never committed themselves to Christ. The entire pas-
sage turns on the word “better” in v. 9. If all that is writ-
ten in vv. 1–5 were equivalent to salvation, there could
be nothing better. The experiences outlined may pre-
cede and even accompany salvation, but they do not
always result in salvation. Scripture abundantly affirms
the Christian’s eternal security; therefore this passage
must not be interpreted as teaching that believers in
Christ can lose their salvation. See John 3:15–16,36;
10:27–30; Rom. 8:35,37–39; Eph. 1:12–14; 4:30; Phil.
1:6; Heb. 10:12–14; 1 Pet. 1:3–5.



13For He of whom these things
are spoken belongs to another tribe,
from which no man has officiated at
the altar.

14For it is gevident that our Lord
arose from hJudah, of which tribe
Moses spoke nothing concerning
priesthood.*

15And it is yet far more evident if,
in the likeness of iMelchizedek,
there arises another priest

16who has come, not according to
the law of a jfleshly commandment,
but according to the power of an
endless klife.

17For He ltestifies:*

“You are a priest forever
According to the order of

mMelchizedek.”
18For on the one hand there is an

annulling of the former command-
ment because of its nweakness and
unprofitableness,

19for the o law made pnothing
qperfect; on the other hand, there is
the bringing in of a better rhope,
through swhich we draw near to
God.

20And inasmuch as He was not
made priest without an oath

21(for they have become priests
without an oath, but He with an
oath by Him who tsaid to Him:

“Theu LORD has sworn
And will not relent,

‘You are a priest forever*

According to the order of
Melchizedek’ ” ),

22by so much more Jesus has be-
come a surety of a vbetter covenant.

(c) Because the Aaronic priests
died; Christ lives forever

23Also there were many priests,
because they were prevented by
death from continuing.

24But He, because He continues
forever, has an unchangeable priest-
hood.

ed “king of righteousness,” and
then also king of Salem, meaning
“king of peace,”

3without father, without mother,
without genealogy, having neither
beginning of days nor end of life,
but made like the Son of God, re-
mains a priest continually.

Melchizedek high priesthood
greater than Aaronic

(a) Because Aaron in Abraham
paid tithes to Melchizedek

4Now consider how great this
man was, to whom even the patri-
arch Abraham gave a tenth of the
spoils.

5And indeed those who are of the
asons of Levi, who receive the
priesthood, have a commandment
to receive tithes from the people ac-
cording to the law, that is, from
their brethren, though they have
come from the loins of Abraham;

6but he whose genealogy is not
derived from them breceived tithes
from Abraham and blessed him who
had the promises.

7Now beyond all contradiction
the lesser is blessed by the better.

8Here mortal men receive tithes,
but there he receives them, of
cwhom it is witnessed that he lives.

9Even Levi, who receives tithes,
paid tithes through Abraham, so to
speak,

10for he was still in the loins of
his father when dMelchizedek met
him.

(b) Because the Aaronic priesthood
made nothing perfect

11eTherefore, if perfection were
through the Levitical priesthood (for
under it the people received the
law), what further need was there
that another priest should rise ac-
cording to the order of fMelchize-
dek, and not be called according to
the order of Aaron?

12For the priesthood being
changed, of necessity there is also a
change of the law.

7:14
g Gen. 49:8-10

h Matt. 1:2

7:15
i Gen. 14:17-19;

Ps. 110:4; Heb.
5:10-11

7:16
j See Rom. 7:14,

note

k Life (eternal): v.
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(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
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7:17
l Inspiration: v.
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(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

m Gen. 14:17-19;
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5:10-11
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n Rom. 8:3; Gal.

3:21

7:19
o Law (of Moses):

vv. 18-19; Heb.
10:28. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

p Heb. 9:9; 10:1

q See Matt. 5:48
and Phil. 3:12,
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r Heb. 6:18-19

s Rom. 5:2

7:21
t Inspiration: v.

21; Heb. 8:1.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
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c Heb. 5:6; Rev.

1:18
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Ps. 110:4; Heb.
5:10-11

7:11
e vv. 18-19; Rom.
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2:21; Heb. 8:7

f Gen. 14:17-19;
Ps. 110:4; Heb.
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*7:14 NU-Text reads priests. *7:17 NU-Text
reads it is testified. *7:21 NU-Text ends the
quotation here.

Levi: associate. One of the twelve tribes of Israel.
Their ancestor was Levi, third son of Jacob. This tribe
was designated to serve as priests.

7:3 Continually, because Melchizedek had neither “be-
ginning of days or end of life.” Compare note at 5:6.

7:16 endless. Literally indissoluble.



25Therefore He is also aable to
bsave to the cuttermost those who
come to God through Him, since He
always lives to make dintercession
for them.

26For such a eHigh Priest was fit-
ting for us, who is holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from fsinners,
and has become higher than the
heavens;

27who does not need daily, as
those high priests, to offer up sacri-
fices, first for His gown hsins and
then for the people’s, for this He did
ionce for all when He joffered up
Himself.

28For the law appoints as high
priests men who have kweakness,
but the word of the oath, which
came after the law, appoints the
Son who has been perfected forever.

(d) Because the Aaronic priests
served the shadows of which

Christ serves the realities

8NOW this is the main point of
the things we are lsaying: We

have such a High Priest, who is seat-
ed at the right hand of the throne of
the Majesty in the mheavens,

2a Minister of the sanctuary and

7:28
k Heb. 5:2

8:1
l Inspiration: v. 1;

Heb. 8:5. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

m Heb. 1:3

8:2
n Heb. 9:11,24
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q Inspiration: v. 5;
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r Ex. 25:40
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t Ex. 3:8; 19:5
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8:8
v Inspiration: v. 8;

Heb. 8:10. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

w vv. 8-12; Jer.
31:31-34

x Covenant
(New): vv. 8-13;
Heb. 9:15. (Is.
61:8; Heb. 8:8,
note)

y Eight Cov-
enants: vv. 7-8.
(Gen. 2:16;
Heb. 8:8, note)
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3:16, note)
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cc Assurance/
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10-13; Heb.
9:26. (Ps.
23:1; Jude 1,
note)
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a Jude 24

b See Rom. 1:16,
note

c Assurance/secu-
rity: vv. 23-25;
Heb. 8:10. (Ps.
23:1; Jude 1,
note)

d Rom. 8:34; Heb.
9:24

7:26
e Heb. 2:17; 3:1;

4:14; 5:5,10;
6:20; 8:1; 9:11;
10:21

f See Rom. 3:23,
note
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g Lev. 16:6; Heb.
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note
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vent): v. 27;
Heb. 9:28.
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of the ntrue tabernacle which the
Lord erected, and not man.

3For every high priest is appoint-
ed to offer both gifts and sacrifices.
Therefore it is necessary that this
One also have something to offer.

4For if He were on earth, He
would not be a priest, since there
are priests who offer the gifts ac-
cording to the law;

5who serve the ocopy and pshad-
ow of the heavenly things, as Moses
was divinely instructed when he
was about to make the tabernacle.
For He qsaid, r“See that you make
all things according to the pattern
shown you on the mountain.”

(e) Because Christ mediates
a superior covenant

6But now He has obtained a more
excellent ministry, inasmuch as He
is also Mediator of a sbetter cov-
enant, which was established on
better promises.

The New Covenant
7For if that t first covenant had

been ufaultless, then no place would
have been sought for a second.

8Because finding fault with them,
He vsays: “Behold, the days are
coming, says the wLORD, when I will
make a xnew ycovenant with the
house of Israel and with the house
of Judah—

9“not according to the covenant
that I made with their fathers in the
day when I took them by the hand
to lead them out of the land of
Egypt; because they did not contin-
ue in My covenant, and I disregard-
ed them, says the LORD.

10“For this is the covenant that I
will make with the house of Israel
after those days, zsays the aaLORD: I
will put My laws in their mind and
bbwrite them on their hearts; and I
ccwill be their God, and they shall
be My people.

11“None of them shall teach his
neighbor, and none his brother, say-
ing, ‘Know the ddLORD,’ for all shall
know Me, from the least of them to
the greatest of them.

7:25 to the uttermost. That is, completely.

8:8 THE NEW COVENANT, 
SUMMARY

The New Covenant, the last of the eight great covenants
of Scripture (see next page), is

(1) better (compare “more excellent” 8:6) than the
Mosaic Covenant (Ex. 19:5, note), not morally but effi-
caciously (Heb. 7:19; compare Rom. 8:3–4).

(2) It is established upon “better” (that is, uncondi-
tional) promises. In the Mosaic Covenant God said, “If
you will indeed obey” (Ex. 19:5); in the New Covenant
He says, “I will” (Heb. 8:10,12).

(3) Under the Mosaic Covenant obedience sprang
from fear (2:2; 12:25–27); under the New it issues from
a willing heart and mind (8:10).

(4) The New Covenant secures the personal revela-
tion of the Lord to every believer (v. 11).

(5) It assures the complete oblivion of sins (v. 12;
10:17; compare 10:3).

(6) It rests upon an accomplished redemption (Matt.
26:27–28; 1 Cor. 11:25; Heb. 9:11–12,18–23). And

(7) it secures the perpetuity, future conversion, and
blessing of a repentant Israel, with whom the New Cov-
enant will yet be ratified (10:9; compare Jer. 31:31–40;
see also Kingdom (OT), Zech. 12:8, note; and 2 Sam.
7:8–17 with notes).



4which had the fgolden censer
and the gark of the covenant over-
laid on all sides with gold, in which
were the hgolden pot that had the
manna, iAaron’s rod that budded,
and the jtablets of the covenant;

5and above it were the cherubim
of glory overshadowing the mercy
seat. Of these things we cannot
now speak in detail.

6Now when these things had
been thus prepared, the priests kal-
ways went into the first part of the
tabernacle, performing the services.

7But into the second part the high
priest went alone lonce a year, not
without blood, which he offered for
mhimself and for the people’s sins
committed in ignorance;

8the Holy nSpirit indicating this,
that the way into the oHoliest of All
was not yet made manifest while the
first tabernacle was still standing.

12“For I will be merciful to their
aunrighteousness, and their asins
and their alawless deeds* I will re-
member no more.”

13In that He says, “A new cov-
enant,” He has made the first obso-
lete. Now what is becoming obso-
lete and growing old is ready to
vanish away.

(1) The ordinances and sanctuary
of the Old Covenant were

mere types

9THEN indeed, even the first
covenant had ordinances of di-

vine service and the earthly bsanc-
tuary.

2For a tabernacle was prepared:
the first part, in which was the
lampstand, the table, and the cshow-
bread, which is called the sanctuary;

3and behind the dsecond veil, the
part of the tabernacle which is
called the eHoliest of All,

9:4
f Lev. 16:12

g Ex. 25:10

h Ex. 16:33

i Num. 17:1-10

j Ex. 34:29; Deut.
10:2-5

9:6
k Num. 28:3

9:7
l Lev. 16:34

m Heb. 5:3
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n Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 8; Heb. 9:14.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

o Sanctification
(NT): v. 8; Heb.
9:12. (Matt. 4:5;
Rev. 22:11,
note)

8:12
a See Rom. 3:23,

note

9:1
b Ex. 25:1-40

9:2
c See Ex. 25:30,

note

9:3
d Ex. 26:31-35

e Sanctification
(NT): v. 3; Heb.
9:8. (Matt. 4:5;
Rev. 22:11,
note)
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*8:12 NU-Text omits and their lawless deeds.

8:12 merciful. Or propitious. See Rom. 3:25, note.
8:13 is becoming obsolete . . . away. Literally grows

old and aged is near to disappearing.

9:3,8 Holiest of All. Also called Most Holy Place; see
v. 12.

8:8 THE EIGHT COVENANTS, SUMMARY

(1) The Edenic Covenant (Gen. 2:16, note) conditions the life of man in innocence.
(2) The Adamic Covenant (Gen. 3:15, note) conditions the life of fallen men and gives promise of a Redeemer.
(3) The Noahic Covenant (Gen. 9:16, note) establishes the principle of human government.
(4) The Abrahamic Covenant (Gen. 12:2, note) founds the nation of Israel and confirms, with specific additions, the

Adamic promise of redemption.
(5) The Mosaic Covenant (Ex. 19:5, note) condemns all men, “for all have sinned” (Rom. 3:23; 5:12).
(6) The Palestinian Covenant (Deut. 30:3, note) secures the final restoration and conversion of Israel.
(7) The Davidic Covenant (2 Sam. 7:16, note) establishes the perpetuity of the Davidic family (fulfilled in Christ,

Matt. 1:1; Luke 1:31–33; Rom. 1:3), and of the Davidic kingdom over Israel and over the whole earth, to be fulfilled
in and by Christ (2 Sam. 7:8–17; Zech. 12:8; Luke 1:31–33; Acts 15:14–17; 1 Cor. 15:24). And

(8) the New Covenant (Heb. 8:8, note) rests upon the sacrifice of Christ and secures the eternal blessedness, under
the Abrahamic Covenant (Gal. 3:13–29), of all who believe. It is absolutely unconditional and, since no responsibili-
ty is by it committed to man, it is final and irreversible.

The relation of Christ to the eight covenants is as follows:
(1) To the Edenic Covenant, Christ, as the “second Man” and the “last Adam” (1 Cor. 15:45–47), takes the place

over all things which the first Adam lost (Col. 2:10; Heb. 2:7–9).
(2) He is the Seed of the woman of the Adamic Covenant (Gen. 3:15; John 12:31; Gal. 4:4; 1 John 3:8; Rev. 20:10),

and fulfilled its conditions of toil (Mark 6:3) and obedience (Phil. 2:8; Heb. 5:8).
(3) As the greatest Son of Shem, in Him was fulfilled supremely the promise to Shem in the Noahic Covenant (Gen.

9:16, note; Col. 2:9).
(4) He is the Seed to whom the promises were made in the Abrahamic Covenant, the Son of Abraham obedient unto

death (Gen. 22:18; Gal. 3:16; Phil. 2:8).
(5) He lived sinlessly under the Mosaic Covenant and bore for us its curse (Gal. 3:10–13).
(6) He lived obediently as a Jew in the land under the Palestinian Covenant, and will yet perform its gracious prom-

ises (Deut. 28:1—30:9).
(7) He is the Seed, Heir, and King under the Davidic Covenant (Matt. 1:1; Luke 1:31–33). And
(8) His sacrifice is the foundation of the New Covenant (Matt. 26:28; 1 Cor. 11:25).



9It was symbolic for the present
time in which both gifts and sacri-
fices are offered which cannot make
him who performed the service
aperfect in regard to the con-
science—

10concerned only with foods and
drinks, various washings, and
b fleshly ordinances imposed until
the time of reformation.

(2) The sanctuary and sacrifice
of the New Covenant are realities

11But Christ came as cHigh Priest
of the dgood things to come,* with
the greater and more perfect taber-
nacle not made with hands, that is,
not of this creation.

12Not with the blood of goats and
calves, but ewith His own blood He
entered the fMost Holy Place once
for all, having obtained eternal re-
demption.

13For if the blood of bulls and
goats and the ashes of a heifer,
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for
the purifying of the flesh,

14how much more shall the blood
of Christ, who through the eternal
gSpirit offered Himself without spot
to God, hcleanse your conscience
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from dead works to serve the living
God?

15And for this reason He is the
Mediator of the inew covenant, jby
means of death, for the kredemption
of the ltransgressions under the first
covenant, that those who are called
may receive the promise of the eter-
nal inheritance.

(3) The New Covenant is the last
will and testament of Christ

16For where there is a testament,
there must also of necessity be the
death of the testator.

17For a testament is in force after
men are dead, since it has no power
at all while the testator lives.

18Therefore not even the first
covenant was dedicated without
blood.

19For when Moses had spoken
every precept to all the people ac-
cording to the law, he took the
blood of calves and goats, with wa-
ter, scarlet wool, and hyssop, and
sprinkled both the book itself and
all the people,

20saying, “This is the blood mof
the covenant which nGod has com-
manded you.”

21oThen likewise he sprinkled
with blood both the tabernacle and
all the vessels of the ministry.

22And according to the law al-
most all things are purified with
blood, and pwithout shedding of
blood there is no qremission.

(4) The heavenly sanctuary was
purified with a better sacrifice

(Lev. 16:33)
23Therefore it was necessary that

the rcopies of the things in the
heavens should be purified with
these, but the heavenly things
themselves with better sacrifices
than these.

24For Christ has not entered the
sholy places made with hands,
which are copies of the ttrue, but
into heaven itself, now to appear in
the presence of God for us;

25not that He should offer Himself
*9:11 NU-Text reads that have come.

9:10 reformation. Literally setting things right.
9:16,17 testament. Or covenant.

9:27 DEATH (PHYSICAL), 
SUMMARY

(1) Physical death is a consequence of sin (Gen.
3:19), and the universality of death proves the univer-
sality of sin (Rom. 5:12–14).

(2) Physical death affects the body only, and is not
cessation of existence or of consciousness (Hab. 2:5,
note; Luke 16:23, note; Rev. 6:9–10).

(3) All physical death ends in the resurrection of the
body. See Resurrection, Job 19:25; 1 Cor. 15:52, note.

(4) Because physical death is a consequence of sin, it
is not inevitable to the redeemed (Gen. 5:24; 1 Cor.
15:51–52; 1 Thess. 4:15–17).

(5) Physical death has for the Christian a peculiar
qualification. It is called “sleep,” because his body may
be awakened at any moment (Phil. 3:20–21; 1 Thess.
4:14–18).

(6) The soul and spirit live, independently of the
death of the body, which is described as a “tent,” in
which the “I” dwells, and which may be put off (2 Cor.
5:1–8; compare 1 Cor. 15:42–44; 2 Pet. 1:13–15). And

(7) at the Christian’s death he is at once “with the
Lord” and his body awaits resurrection at the return of
Christ (2 Cor. 5:1–8; Phil. 1:23; 1 Thess. 4:13–17). Re-
garding the death of Christ, see Matt. 27:50, note.



But a body You have prepared
for Me.

6 In burnt offerings and sacrifices
for csin

You had no pleasure.
7 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have

hcome—
In the volume of the book it is

written of Me—
To do Your will, O God.’ ”

8Previously saying, “Sacrifice and
offering, burnt offerings, and offer-
ings for csin You did not desire, nor
had pleasure in them” (which are
offered according to the law),

9then He said, “Behold, I have
hcome to do Your will, O God.”* He
takes away the first that He may es-
tablish the second.

10By that will we have been
asanctified through the doffering of
the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

11And every priest stands minis-
tering daily and offering repeatedly
the same sacrifices, which can nev-
er take away csins.

12But this Man, after He had dof-
fered one sacrifice for sins forever,
qsat down rat the right hand of God,

13from that time waiting till His
enemies are made His footstool.

14For by one doffering He has
sperfected forever tthose who are
being asanctified.

15But the Holy uSpirit also wit-
nesses to us; for after He had osaid
before,

16“This is the covenant that I will
make with them after those days,
says the vLORD: I will put My laws

often, as the high priest enters the
aMost Holy Place every year with
blood of another—

26He then would have had to suf-
fer often since the foundation of the
world; but now, once at the end of
the ages, He has appeared to bput
away csin dby the sacrifice of Him-
self.

27And as it is appointed for men
to edie once, but fafter this the
g judgment,

28so Christ was offered honce to
bear the csins of many. To those
who eagerly iwait for Him He will
appear a jsecond time, apart from
csin, for ksalvation.

(5) The one sacrifice of the
New Covenant is superior to the

many sacrifices of the Old

10FOR the law, having a lshad-
ow of the good things to

come, and not the very image of the
things, can mnever with these same
sacrifices, which they offer continu-
ally year by year, make those who
approach nperfect.

2For then would they not have
ceased to be offered? For the wor-
shipers, once purified, would have
had no more consciousness of csins.

3But in those sacrifices there is a
reminder of csins every year.

4For it is not possible that the
blood of bulls and goats could take
away csins.

5Therefore, when He hcame into
the world, He osaid:

“Sacrificep and offering You did
not desire,
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10:15; Rev.
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*10:9 NU-Text and M-Text omit O God.

10:5 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note. body
You have prepared for Me. This quotation follows the
LXX, with a minor variation, instead of the Hebrew text, as
do many of the several hundred quotations of the OT
found in the NT.

Quotations are used in various ways:
(1) Invariably the authors attribute unqualified divine au-

thority to the OT, in some instances basing their argument
on one word (Matt. 2:15; 22:43–45; John 10:34; 19:36–37;
Rom. 4:3; etc.).

(2) The Septuagint is usually employed, as it is here in
Hebrews, in the same way as an English translation may be
quoted today (Matt. 1:23; compare Is. 7:14 in LXX).

(3) Variations in quotations may originate in the desire to
translate the original Hebrew more accurately than the LXX
(1 Cor. 14:21; compare Is. 28:11–12 in LXX and Hebrew).

(4) Many quotations were not intended to be verbatim,
but are paraphrases designed to bring out the meaning or
particular application (Gal. 4:30; compare Gen. 21:10).

(5) Some quotations are a summary of OT truth taken
from several passages, giving the sense if not the exact
words of the original (Rom. 11:26–27; compare Is.
59:20–21 and Is. 27:9).

(6) In some cases the quotation is only an allusion and is
not intended to be an exact quotation (Rom. 9:27; compare
Is. 10:22–23). And

(7) the Holy Spirit who inspired the OT was free to re-
word a quotation just as a human author may restate his
own writings in other words without impugning the accu-
racy of the original statement (Matt. 2:6; compare Mic.
5:2). The doctrine of plenary inspiration requires only that
revelation be expressed without error.



into their hearts, and in their minds
I will write them,”

17then He adds, “Their asins and
their lawless deeds I will remember
no more.”

18Now where there is remission
of these, there is no longer an offer-
ing for bsin.

III. The Life of Faith, 10:19—13:19
19Therefore, brethren, having

cboldness to enter the dHoliest by
the blood of Jesus,

20by a new and eliving way which
He consecrated for us, through the
fveil, that is, His flesh,

21and having a High Priest over
the house of God,

22let us gdraw near with a true
heart in full assurance of hfaith, hav-
ing our hearts sprinkled from an
evil conscience and our bodies
washed with pure water.

23Let us hold fast the confession
of our hope without wavering, for
iHe who promised is faithful.

24And let us consider one another
in order to stir up love and good
works,

25not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as is the manner
of some, but exhorting one another,
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note

10:18
b See Rom. 3:23,
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and so much the more jas you see
the Day kapproaching.

The wavering warned;
Jewish sacrifices have lost their
efficacy; it is Christ or judgment

26For if we lsin mwillfully after we
have received the knowledge of the
truth, there nno longer remains a
sacrifice for sins,

27but a certain fearful expectation
of judgment, and fiery indignation
which will devour the adversaries.

28Anyone who has rejected oMo-
ses’ law dies without mercy on the
testimony of two or three pwit-
nesses.

29qOf how much worse punish-
ment, do you suppose, will he be
thought worthy rwho has trampled
the Son of God underfoot, counted
the blood of the covenant by which
he was ssanctified a common thing,
and insulted the tSpirit of grace?

30For we know Him who usaid,
v“Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,”
says the Lord.* And again, “The
LORD will judge His people.”

31It is a fearful thing to fall into
the hands of the living God.

32But recall the wformer days in
which, after you were illuminated,
you endured a great struggle with
sufferings:

33partly while you were made a
spectacle both by reproaches and
tribulations, and partly while you
became companions of those who
were so treated;

34for you had compassion on me*

in my chains, and joyfully accepted
the plundering of your goods, know-
ing that you have a better and an
enduring possession for yourselves
in heaven.*

35Therefore do not cast away your
confidence, which has great reward.

36For you have need of xen-
durance, so that after you have done
the will of God, you may receive the
promise:
*10:30 NU-Text omits says the Lord.
*10:34 NU-Text reads the prisoners instead of me
in my chains. * NU-Text omits in heaven.

10:25 exhorting. Or encouraging. Rom. 15:14.
10:34 that you have. Literally that you have in your-

selves.

10:18 SACRIFICE, SUMMARY

(1) The first intimation of sacrifice is at Gen. 3:21, the
coats of skins having obviously come from slain ani-
mals. The first clear instance of sacrifice is in Gen. 4:4,
explained in Heb. 11:4. Abel’s righteousness was man-
ifested by his sacrifice. His righteousness was not the
result of his sacrifice but of his faith (11:4).

(2) Before the giving of the law, the head of the fam-
ily was the family priest. By the law an order of priests
was established who alone could offer sacrifices. Those
sacrifices were “shadows,” types, expressing variously
the guilt and need of the offerer in reference to God,
and all pointing to Christ and fulfilled in Him.

(3) As foreshadowed by the types and explained by
the NT, the sacrifice of Christ is penal (Gal. 3:13; 2 Cor.
5:21); substitutionary (Lev. 1:4; Is. 53:5–6; 2 Cor. 5:21;
1 Pet. 2:24); voluntary (John 10:18); redemptive (Gal.
3:13; Eph. 1:7; compare 1 Cor. 6:20); propitiatory
(Rom. 3:25); reconciling (2 Cor. 5:18–19; Col.
1:21–22); efficacious (John 12:32–33; Rom. 5:9–10;
2 Cor. 5:21; Eph. 2:13; Heb. 9:11–12,26; 10:10–17;
1 John 1:7; Rev. 1:5); and revelatory (John 3:16; Rom.
3:25–26; 1 John 4:9–10).



and became heir of the prighteous-
ness which is according to faith.

Abraham and Sarah
8By faith qAbraham obeyed when

he was called to go out to the place
which he would receive as an in-
heritance. And he went out, not
knowing where he was going.

9By faith he dwelt in the land of
promise as in a foreign country,
rdwelling in tents with Isaac and Ja-
cob, the heirs with him of the same
promise;

10for he swaited for the city
which has t foundations, whose
builder and maker is God.

11By faith uSarah herself also re-
ceived strength to conceive seed,
and she bore a child* when she was
past the age, because she judged
Him vfaithful who had promised.

12Therefore from one man, and
him as good as wdead, were born as
many as the xstars of the sky in mul-
titude—innumerable as the sand
which is by the seashore.

13These all died in faith, ynot hav-
ing received the zpromises, but hav-
ing aaseen them afar off were as-
sured of them,* embraced them and
confessed that they were strangers
and pilgrims on the earth.

14For those who say such things
declare plainly that they seek a
homeland.

15And truly if they had called to
mind bb that country from which
they had come out, they would have
had opportunity to ccreturn.

16But now they desire a better,
that is, a heavenly country. There-
fore God is not ashamed to be called
their God, for He has ddprepared a
city for them.

17By faith Abraham, eewhen he
was fftested, offered up Isaac, and
he who had received the promises
offered up his only begotten son,

18of whom it was said, gg“In Isaac
your seed shall be called,”

37“For yet a little while,
And He* who is coming awill

come and will not btarry.
38 Now the* c just shall live by

dfaith;
But if anyone draws back,
My soul has no pleasure in

him.”
39But we are not of those who

draw back to perdition, but of those
who believe to the saving of the soul.

The superiority of the way of faith

Sphere of faith

11NOW efaith is the substance
of things hoped for, the evi-

dence of things fnot seen.
2For by it the elders obtained a

good testimony.
3By faith we understand that the

worlds were framed by the word of
God, so that the things which are
seen were not made of things which
are visible.

Instances of faith: Abel
4By faith gAbel offered to God a

more excellent hsacrifice than Cain,
through which he obtained witness
that he was irighteous, God testify-
ing of his gifts; and through it he be-
ing dead still jspeaks.

Enoch
5By faith kEnoch was taken away

so that he did not see death, “and
was not found, because God had
taken him”; for before he was taken
he had this testimony, that he
pleased God.

6But without lfaith it is impossi-
ble to please Him, for he who
comes to God must believe that He
is, and that He is a mrewarder of
those who diligently seek Him.

Noah
7By faith nNoah, being divinely

warned of things not yet seen,
moved with godly fear, prepared an
ark for the osaving of his household,
by which he condemned the world
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James 5:8.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

b Rev. 22:20

10:38
c Hab. 2:3-4;

Rom. 1:17; Gal.
3:11

d Faith: v. 38;
Heb. 11:1.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

11:1
e Faith: vv. 1-40;

Heb. 12:2.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

f Cp. Rom. 8:24

11:4
g Gen. 4:3-5

h Sacrifice (typi-
cal): v. 4; Heb.
13:12. (Gen.
3:15; Heb.
10:18, note)

i vv. 4-7; see
Rom. 10:10,
note

j Heb. 12:24

11:5
k Gen. 5:22-24

11:6
l Faith: vv. 1-40;

Heb. 12:2.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

m Rewards: v. 6;
James 1:12.
(Dan. 12:3;
1 Cor. 3:14,
note)

11:7
n Gen. 6:14-22

o See Rom. 1:16,
note

1678 HEBREWS 10:37—11:18

*10:37 Or that which *10:38 NU-Text reads
my just one. *11:11 NU-Text omits she bore a
child. *11:13 NU-Text and M-Text omit were
assured of them.

11:1 substance. Or assurance. evidence. Literally con-
viction.

11:3 worlds were framed. Literally ages were planned.

11:7 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
11:18 of. Or to.



11:1 GREAT HEROES OF THE FAITH

Name Description Act of Faith Reference
Abel The second son of Adam and Eve. He was Offered the best lamb as a Genesis 4:1–16

murdered by his brother, Cain. sacrifice to God.
Enoch A God-fearing man who did not die He walked with God. Genesis 5:21–26

but was taken to heaven.
Noah A righteous, God-fearing man who obeyed He believed God and obeyed Genesis 6:1—9:17

God’s order to build an ark thus saving Him without questioning.
himself, his family and the living creatures 
on earth from a devastating flood.

Abraham A man chosen by God to become the father Abraham trusted God, leaving Genesis 12:1–9; 
of the great nation Israel. God promised the security of homeland to 17:1–8.
Abraham that he would have descendants follow God’s command.
as numerous as the stars in the heavens. 

Sarah The wife of Abraham who conceived and Sarah believed God would be Genesis 18:1–15; 
gave birth to Isaac in her old age. faithful to His promise to make 21:1–8

Abraham into a great nation.
Isaac The son of Abraham and Sarah, born when He blessed his sons. Genesis 27:1–40

they were both very old. His birth was 
foretold by an angel of the Lord and fulfilled 
the promise God had made to his father. 
He married Rebekah, was the father of Jacob 
and Esau, and inherited the covenant promise.

Jacob The younger son of Isaac and Rebekah and Blessed his sons and Ephraim Genesis 48:1–22
twin brother of Esau. His name was later and Manasseh, his grandsons.
changed to Israel. God’s covenant was 
repeated to him. The twelve tribes of Israel 
were named after his sons.

Joseph Favorite son of Jacob who was hated by his Believed that God would Genesis 37—50
brothers and sold into slavery in Egypt. God someday deliver His people 
rewarded Joseph for his obedience by from Egypt and return them 
making him a great ruler in Egypt, thus to their land.
enabling him to save his family from 
starvation during a great famine.

Jochebed and The parents of Moses. They hid their son to save him Exodus 2:1–3
her husband from being killed.
Moses The great leader of the Israelites who led He refused to be identified with Exodus 1—15;

them out of slavery in Egypt to the the royalty of Egypt. Left the 19—34
Promised Land. comforts of Egypt to lead God’s 

people. Observed the Passover 
and led the people through the 
Red Sea.

Rahab A prostitute from Jericho who helped the She helped the spies of Israel. Joshua 2:1,3; 
Israelite spies. She and her family were 6:21–25
spared when Jericho was destroyed.

Gideon, Barak, Judges of the Israelites who delivered the They performed heroic tasks Judges 4—16
Samson, people from the oppression of their and found their strength came 
Jephthah enemies. from God.
David The youngest son of Jesse. He was a man He killed the giant Goliath 1 Samuel 16:1; 17; 

after God’s own heart who was a brave and followed the Lord. 1 Kings 2:11
warrior and the greatest king of Israel.

Samuel Son of Elkanah and Hannah who grew up He led the people of Israel in 1 Samuel 1:1—
in the service of the Lord at Shiloh. As the ways of the Lord. 25:1
a great leader and judge of Israel he 
anointed Saul as the first king of Israel.



the Egyptians, attempting to do so,
were drowned.

Joshua and Israel
30By ofaith the pwalls of Jericho

fell down after they were encircled
for seven days.

Rahab
31By faith the harlot qRahab did

not perish with those who did not
believe, when she had received the
spies with peace.

The many heroes of faith
32And what more shall I say? For

the time would fail me to tell of
rGideon and sBarak and tSamson
and uJephthah, also of vDavid and
wSamuel and the prophets:

33who through faith subdued
kingdoms, worked xrighteousness,
obtained promises, ystopped the
mouths of lions,

34zquenched the violence of fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, out
of weakness were made strong, be-
came valiant in battle, turned to
flight the armies of the aliens.

35Women aareceived their dead
raised to life again. Others were tor-
tured, not bbaccepting deliverance,
that they might obtain a better
ccresurrection.

36Still others had trial of mock-
ings and scourgings, yes, and of
chains and imprisonment.

37They were ddstoned, they were
sawn in two, were ee tempted,*
were slain with the sword. They
wandered about in sheepskins and
goatskins, being destitute, afflicted,
tormented—

38of whom the world was not
worthy. They wandered in deserts
and mountains, in dens and caves of
the earth.

39And all these, having obtained a

19concluding that God was able to
araise him up, even from the dead,
from which he also received him in
a bfigurative sense.

Isaac
20By faith cIsaac blessed Jacob

and Esau concerning things to
come.

Jacob
21By faith d Jacob, when he was

dying, blessed each of the sons of Jo-
seph, and worshiped, e leaning on
the top of his staff.

Joseph
22By faith fJoseph, when he was

dying, made mention of the depar-
ture of the children of Israel, and
gave instructions concerning his
bones.

The parents of Moses
23By faith Moses, when he was

born, was ghidden three months by
his parents, because they saw he
was a beautiful child; and they were
not afraid of the king’s hcommand.

Moses
24By faith iMoses, when he be-

came of age, refused to be called the
son of Pharaoh’s daughter,

25choosing rather to suffer afflic-
tion jwith the people of God than to
enjoy the passing pleasures of ksin,

26esteeming the reproach of
Christ greater riches than the trea-
sures in* Egypt; for he looked to the
lreward.

27By faith he forsook Egypt, not
fearing the wrath of the king; for he
endured as seeing Him who is invis-
ible.

28By faith he kept the mPassover
and the sprinkling of blood, lest he
who destroyed the firstborn should
touch them.

29By faith nthey passed through
the Red Sea as by dry land, whereas

11:30
o Faith: vv. 1-40;

Heb. 12:2.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

p Josh. 6:1-20

11:31
q Josh. 2:1-21;

6:23; James
2:25

11:32
r Judg. 6:11; 7:1-

25

s Judg. 4:6-24

t Judg. 13:24-
16:31

u Judg. 11:1-29;
12:1-7

v 1 Sam. 16-17

w 1 Sam. 7:9-14

11:33
x See 1 John 3:7,

note

y Dan. 6:22

11:34
z Dan. 3:23-28

11:35
aa 1 Kin. 17:22;

2 Kin. 4:35-
37

bb vv. 24-26

cc Resurrection:
v. 35; 1 Pet.
1:3. (2 Kin.
4:35; 1 Cor.
15:52, note)

11:37
dd 2 Chr. 24:21

ee Test/Tempt:
v. 36-37;
James 1:2.
(Gen. 3:1;
James 1:14,
note)

11:19
a Resurrection: v.

19; Heb. 11:35.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

b Cp. Heb. 9:9

11:20
c Gen. 27:26-40

11:21
d Gen. 48:1-22

e Cp. Gen. 47:31

11:22
f Gen. 50:24-25

11:23
g Ex. 2:1-3

h Ex. 1:16

11:24
i Ex. 2:11-15

11:25
j Separation: v.

25; Heb. 13:14.
(Gen. 12:1;
2 Cor. 6:17,
note)

k See Rom. 3:23,
note

11:26
l Rom. 8:18;

2 Cor. 4:17

11:28
m Ex. 12:1-51

11:29
n Ex. 14:13-31;

Jude 5
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*11:26 NU-Text and M-Text read of.
*11:37 NU-Text omits were tempted.

11:35 Others. Observe that not all the heroes of faith
saw their faith issue in physical triumph over the immedi-
ate circumstances of life. Some by faith subdued kingdoms
and escaped the edge of the sword; others through faith (v.
33) were tortured and slain with the sword. “All these . . .
obtained a good testimony through faith” (v. 39).

11:37 sawn in two. According to an ancient Jewish tra-
dition the Prophet Isaiah was sawn in two by the servants
of King Manasseh.

11:37 tormented. Literally illtreated.
11:38 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.



good testimony through faith, did
anot receive the promise,

40God having provided something
better for us, that they should not
be made bperfect capart from us.

The worship and walk
of the believer-priest

(1) Jesus is the perfect example

12THEREFORE we also, since
we are surrounded by so

great a cloud of witnesses, let dus
lay aside every weight, and the sin
which so easily ensnares us, and let
us erun with fendurance the race
that is set before us,

2looking unto Jesus, the gauthor
and finisher of our hfaith, who for
the joy that was set before Him ien-
dured the cross, despising the
shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.

Parenthetic, to v. 17

(a) The Father’s chastening
3For consider Him who endured

such hostility from jsinners against
Himself, lest you become kweary
and discouraged in your souls.

4You have not yet resisted to
bloodshed, striving against lsin.

5And you have forgotten the ex-

12:5
m vv. 5-6; Prov.

3:11-12

12:6
n Rev. 3:19

12:7
o Deut. 8:5;

2 Sam. 7:14

p Prov. 13:24

12:8
q Cp. 1 Pet. 5:9

12:11
r Cp. 1 Pet. 1:6

s See 1 John 3:7,
note

12:12
t Is. 35:3

12:13
u Cp. Gal. 6:1

12:14
v Ps. 34:14

12:15
w Heb. 4:1

x Grace: v. 15;
James 4:6. (John
1:14; John 1:17,
note)

y Deut. 29:18

12:16
z 1 Cor. 6:13-18

11:39
a Heb. 11:13; cp.

10:36

11:40
b See Matt. 5:48,

note

c Cp. Rev. 6:11

12:1
d Heb. 10:39

e Cp. 1 Cor. 9:24

f Heb. 10:36

12:2
g Cp. Heb. 2:10,

marg

h Faith: v. 2;
James 2:17.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

i Phil. 2:8

12:3
j See Rom. 3:23,

note

k Cp. Gal. 6:9;
Rev. 2:3

12:4
l See Rom. 3:23,

note
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hortation which speaks to you as to
sons:

“My son, do not despise the
chastening of the mLORD,

Nor be discouraged when you
are rebuked by Him;

6 For whom the LORD loves He
nchastens,

And scourges every son whom
He receives.”

7If* you endure chastening, God
deals with you as with osons; for
what pson is there whom a father
does not chasten?

8But if you are without chasten-
ing, of which qall have become par-
takers, then you are illegitimate and
not sons.

9Furthermore, we have had hu-
man fathers who corrected us, and
we paid them respect. Shall we not
much more readily be in subjection
to the Father of spirits and live?

10For they indeed for a few days
chastened us as seemed best to
them, but He for our profit, that we
may be partakers of His holiness.

11Now no chastening seems to be
joyful for the present, but rpainful;
nevertheless, afterward it yields the
peaceable fruit of srighteousness to
those who have been trained by it.

12Therefore tstrengthen the
hands which hang down, and the
feeble knees,

13and make straight paths for your
feet, so that what is lame may not be
dislocated, but urather be healed.

14Pursue vpeace with all people,
and holiness, without which no one
will see the Lord:

15looking carefully lest anyone
wfall short of the xgrace of God; lest
any yroot of bitterness springing up
cause trouble, and by this many be-
come defiled;

(b) Esau a warning to professing
Christians. (See Gen. 25:25,31,

notes; Gen. 27:38)
16lest there be any zfornicator or

*12:7 NU-Text and M-Text read It is for discipline
that you endure; God.

12:2 finisher. Literally perfecter.
12:3 consider Him. That is, think about and weigh His

worth. Compare Matt. 10:24.

11:39 FAITH, SUMMARY

The essence of faith consists in believing and receiving
what God has revealed, and may be defined as that
trust in the God of the Scriptures and in Jesus Christ
whom He has sent, which receives Him as Lord and
Savior and impels to loving obedience and good works
(John 1:12; James 2:14–26).

The particular uses of faith give rise to its secondary
definitions:

(1) For salvation, faith is personal trust, apart from
meritorious works, in the Lord Jesus Christ as delivered
because of our offenses and raised again because of our
justification (Rom. 4:5,23–25; 5:1).

(2) As used in prayer, faith is the “confidence that we
have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His
will, He hears us” (1 John 5:14–15).

(3) As used in reference to unseen things of which
Scripture speaks, faith gives substance to them, so that
we act upon the conviction of their reality (Heb.
11:1–3). And

(4) as a working principle in life, the uses of faith are
illustrated in this chapter.



(3) Warnings and instructions:
“God is a consuming fire”

25pSee that you do not refuse Him
who speaks. For qif they did not es-
cape who refused Him who spoke
on earth, much more shall we not
escape if we turn away from Him
who speaks from heaven,

26whose voice then shook the
earth; but now He has promised,
saying, r“Yet once more I shake*

not only the searth, but also heav-
en.”

27Now this, “Yet once more,” in-
dicates the tremoval of those things
that are being shaken, as of things
that are made, that the things
which cannot be shaken may re-
main.

28Therefore, since we are receiv-
ing a kingdom which cannot be
shaken, let us have ugrace, by
which we may* vserve God accept-
ably with reverence and godly fear.

29For our God is a consuming
fire.

(4) The changeless Christ

13LET brotherly love continue.
2Do not forget to wentertain

strangers, for by so doing some
have xunwittingly entertained yan-
gels.

3Remember the zprisoners as if
chained with them—those who are
mistreated—since you yourselves
are in the body also.

4aaMarriage is honorable among
all, and the bed undefiled; but forni-
cators and adulterers God will
judge.

5Let your conduct be without cov-
etousness; be bbcontent with such
things as you have. For He Himself
has ccsaid, “I will never leave you
nor forsake you.”*

6So we may boldly say:

profane person like Esau, awho for
one morsel of food sold his birthright.

17For you know that afterward,
when he wanted to inherit the
blessing, he was brejected, for he
found no place for crepentance,
though he sought it diligently with
tears.

(2) The believer-priest does not
come to Mt. Sinai (the law) but

to Mt. Zion (the Gospel)
18For you have dnot come to the

emountain that* may be touched and
that burned with fire, and to black-
ness and darkness* and tempest,

19and the sound of a trumpet and
the voice of words, so that those
who heard f it begged that the word
should not be spoken to them any-
more.

20(For they could not endure
what was commanded: “And if so
much as a beast touches the moun-
tain, it shall be stoned* or shot with
an arrow.”*

21And so terrifying was the sight
that Moses said, “I am exceedingly
afraid and trembling.”*)

22But you have come to Mount
Zion and to the gcity of the living
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an
innumerable company of hangels,

23to the general assembly iand
church of the firstborn who are reg-
istered in heaven, to God the Judge
of all, to the spirits of just men
made jperfect,

24to Jesus the kMediator of the
new lcovenant, and to mthe blood of
nsprinkling that speaks better things
than that of oAbel.

12:25
p Cp. Acts 13:46

q Cp. Heb. 2:2-4

12:26
r Hag. 2:6

s Cp. Ex. 19:18

12:27
t Is. 65:17

12:28
u See 2 Pet. 3:18,

note

v Heb. 13:15

13:2
w Rom. 12:13

x Gen. 18:1-22

y See Heb. 1:4,
note

13:3
z Matt. 25:36

13:4
aa Prov. 5:18-19

13:5
bb Cp. Phil. 4:11

cc Deut. 31:6

12:16
a Gen. 25:33

12:17
b Gen. 27:30-37

c Repentance: v.
17; 2 Pet. 3:9.
(Matt. 3:2; Acts
17:30, note)

12:18
d Cp. 2 Cor. 3:7-

13

e Ex. 19:12

12:19
f Ex. 20:18-26

12:22
g Cp. Eph. 2:19;

Phil. 3:20

h See Heb. 1:4,
note

12:23
i Church (the

true): v. 23.
(Matt. 16:18;
Heb. 12:23,
note)

j See Phil. 3:12,
note

12:24
k Heb. 8:6

l Covenant
(New): v. 24;
Heb. 13:20. (Is.
61:8; Heb. 8:8,
note).

m Ex. 24:8

n Cp. Heb. 10:22

o Heb. 11:4
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*12:18 NU-Text reads to that which. * NU-
Text reads gloom. *12:20 NU-Text and M-Text
omit the rest of this verse. * Exodus 19:12-13
*12:21 Deuteronomy 9:19 *12:26 NU-Text
reads will shake. *12:28 M-Text omits may.
*13:5 Deuteronomy 31:8; Joshua 1:5

12:17 it. That is, the blessing.

Mount Zion: the hill on which Jerusalem stood.

12:24 covenant. Or testament.
13:5 covetousness. Literally love of money.

12:23 CHURCH (TRUE), 
SUMMARY

The Church, composed of the whole number of regen-
erate persons from Pentecost to the first resurrection
(1 Cor. 15:52), united together and to Christ by the bap-
tism with the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:12–13), is the body
of Christ of which He is the Head (Eph. 1:22–23). As
such the Church is a holy temple for the dwelling of
God through the Spirit (Eph. 2:21–22); is “one flesh”
with Christ (Eph. 5:30–31); is betrothed to Him as a
chaste virgin to one husband (2 Cor. 11:2–4); and will
be translated to heaven at the return of the Lord in the
air (1 Thess. 4:13–17).



“The a LORD is my helper;
I will not fear.
What can man do to me?”

7Remember those who rule over
you, who have spoken the word of
God to you, whose faith follow, con-
sidering the outcome of their con-
duct.

8Jesus Christ is the bsame yester-
day, today, and forever.

9Do not be carried about* with
various and strange doctrines. For it
is good that the heart be established
by cgrace, not with d foods which
have not profited those who have
been occupied with them.

(5) Christian separation and worship
10We have an ealtar from which

those who serve the tabernacle
have no right to eat.

11For the bodies of those animals,
whose blood is brought into the
sanctuary by the high priest for sin,
are burned foutside the camp.

12Therefore Jesus also, that He
might gsanctify the people hwith
His own blood, suffered ioutside the
gate.

13Therefore let us go forth to
Him, joutside the camp, kbearing
His reproach.

14For here we have no continuing
city, but lwe mseek the one to come.

(6) The believer-priest’s sacrifice
15Therefore by Him let us contin-

ually offer the nsacrifice of opraise to
God, that is, the fruit of our lips,
giving thanks to His name.

16But do not forget to do good and
to pshare, for with qsuch sacrifices
God is well pleased.

13:17
r Cp. Ezek. 3:17

13:18
s Cp. Acts 24:16

13:20
t Rom. 5:1-2,10

u John 10:11;
1 Pet. 5:4

v Zech. 9:11;
Heb. 10:29

w Covenant
(New): v. 20. (Is.
61:8; Heb. 8:8,
note

13:21
x See Phil. 3:12,

note

y Phil. 2:13

13:6
a Ps. 118:6

13:8
b Heb. 1:12

13:9
c See 2 Pet. 3:18,

note

d Rom. 14:17

13:10
e Cp. 1 Cor.

10:18,21

13:11
f Cp. John 19:17

13:12
g Sanctification

(NT): v. 12;
1 Pet. 1:15.
(Matt. 4:5; Rev.
22:11, note)

h Sacrifice (of
Christ): v. 12;
1 Pet. 1:19.
(Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note)

i Cp. John 19:17

13:13
j Cp. John 19:17

k Cp. Acts 5:41

13:14
l Cp. Heb. 11:10

m Separation: v.
14; 2 John 10.
(Gen. 12:1;
2 Cor. 6:17,
note)

13:15
n Sacrifice (the be-

liever-priest’s);
see Heb. 10:18,
note

o Cp. Jer. 33:11

13:16
p Gal. 6:6

q Phil. 4:18
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(7) The believer-priest’s obedience
17Obey those who rule over you,

and be submissive, for they rwatch
out for your souls, as those who
must give account. Let them do so
with joy and not with grief, for that
would be unprofitable for you.

18Pray for us; for we are confident
that we have a sgood conscience, in
all things desiring to live honorably.

19But I especially urge you to do
this, that I may be restored to you
the sooner.

Conclusion: Benediction
and Greetings, 13:20–25

20Now may the tGod of peace
who brought up our Lord Jesus from
the dead, that great uShepherd of
the sheep, through the vblood of the
everlasting wcovenant,

21make you xcomplete in every
good work to do His will, yworking
in you* what is well pleasing in His
sight, through Jesus Christ, to
whom be glory forever and ever.
Amen.

22And I appeal to you, brethren,
bear with the word of exhortation,
for I have written to you in few
words.

23Know that our brother Timothy
has been set free, with whom I shall
see you if he comes shortly.

24Greet all those who rule over
you, and all the saints. Those from
Italy greet you.

25Grace be with you all. Amen.

*13:9 NU-Text and M-Text read away.
*13:21 NU-Text and M-Text read us.

13:7,17,24 those who rule over you. Literally your
leaders.

13:9 doctrines. Or teachings. Eph. 4:14.
13:14 continuing. Or lasting. Compare Heb. 10:34.
13:17 those who rule over you. Literally your leaders.
13:20 from. Literally from among.

13:20 everlasting. Literally eternal.

Timothy: honoring God. A young Christian who trav-
eled with Paul on his journeys. Paul addressed two
letters to him.



THE

G E N E R A L  E P I S T L E S
Background
The seven letters—James; 1 and 2 Peter; 1, 2, and 3 John; and Jude—have been known, since the fourth century, as
the Catholic or General Epistles. The designation refers to the fact that, unlike the Pauline Epistles, they are not ad-
dressed to particular churches or to individuals but rather to a wider circle and even to the Church as a whole. The
earliest designation of these letters was the word “catholic” used in the sense of “universal”; “general” is a more recent
term for this group of Epistles.

Some have objected that James, 1 Peter, and 2 and 3 John are not true “general” Epistles, because the direction of
their teaching is too restricted. However, James, which is addressed to the Jewish Dispersion (“the twelve tribes
which are scattered abroad”), is probably one of the very earliest New Testament books, having been written before
Paul’s missionary work was completed and at a time when the Church was still made up largely of Hebrew Christians.
It is, therefore, validly described as a “general” Epistle. Likewise, 1 Peter, addressed to “the pilgrims” dispersed
throughout five areas (Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia), is also of a “general” nature. As for 2 and
3 John, these briefest of Epistles, while addressed to individuals, are so closely related to 1 John in style and content
that they may be considered appendixes to it.

Doctrine of These Epistles
Doctrinally, the General Epistles stand in relation to the Pauline Epistles as the Gospel of John does to the Synoptics—
that is, the General Epistles supplement Paul’s teaching but do not conflict with it. For example, James’s exposition of
justification by works (James 2:14–26) complements Paul’s teaching of justification by faith; and Peter’s teaching
about “the last days” and the coming of the Lord supplements that of Paul.

The function, then, of the General Epistles may be said to round out New Testament doctrine by adding to the great
Pauline exposition of Christianity. To state it in another way, Paul sets forth Christianity primarily for the Gentiles,
while James presents it for the Jews; Peter represents a bridge between Paul and James; and John, in his Epistles, gives
the universal aspect of Christianity. Paul may be thought of as the apostle of faith; James, as the apostle of works; Pe-
ter, as the apostle of hope; John, as the apostle of love; and Jude, as the apostle of the defense of the faith. Finally, in
the interrelationship of the General Epistles, James and 1 Peter; 2 Peter and Jude; and the three Epistles of John have
much in common.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
James Practical Christian Living A.D. 45–50

Background
The Epistle of James was written by James, the brother of the Lord (see Matthew 4:21, note for the other three men in the
New Testament named James). As head of the first Christian church, that at Jerusalem, James was a man of great author-
ity (Acts 12:17; 15:13–29; 21:17–18). He was evidently converted by the risen Lord (1 Corinthians 15:7). He writes to
“the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad” (verse 1), that is, the Christian Jews dispersed throughout the Roman Em-
pire. The Epistle is probably one of the earliest New Testament books.

Focus and Themes
With its stress upon practical Christian living, the Epistle of James reflects, in its style and in its frequent references to the
Sermon on the Mount, the mind and teaching of its writer’s divine Brother. Although its emphasis is not theological, the
Epistle is notable for moral and ethical teaching of timeless relevance for the Church. Moreover, Christ’s coming again is
twice referred to (5:7,8) and the new birth is clearly implied (1:18,21).

The local background of the Epistle is seen in such passages as 2:1–13; 4:1–11. James’s central theme is religion (Greek
thrēskeia) in the high sense of devoted service for others as the outcome and proof of faith. His discussion of justification
(2:14–26) does not contradict Paul’s teaching on this doctrine but complements it from the practical point of view.

The book does not yield to strict analysis. It is a series of didactic sayings clustered around certain recurring themes
(compare Proverbs and Ecclesiastes). James’s language is forceful and often eloquent. He gives several vivid pictures of
life in the early church (e.g. 2:1–4; 5:1–6,14–16).

Outline
The Epistle may be divided as follows:

Introduction 1:1
I. Testing of Faith 1:2—2:26

A. Purpose of Testing 1:2–12
B. Invitation to Evil Not of God 1:13–21
C. Test of Obedience 1:22–25
D. Test of True Religion 1:26–27
E. Test of Brotherly Love 2:1–13
F. Test of Good Works 2:14–20
G. Abraham as an Illustration 2:21–26

II. Reality of Faith Tested by Control of the Tongue 3:1–18
A. Principle of the Power of the Tongue 3:1–5
B. The Sinfulness of the Tongue 3:6–12
C. Exhortation to Control the Tongue 3:13–18

III. Rebuke of Worldliness 4:1–17
A. The Role of Lust 4:1–5
B. Resisting Satan and Drawing Near to God 4:6–12
C. Folly of Acting Independently of God 4:13–17

IV. Rich Warned 5:1–6
V. Exhortations in View of the Coming of the Lord 5:7–18

A. Importance of Patience in Affliction 5:7–13
B. Directions Concerning the Sick 5:14–15
C. The Power of Righteous Prayer 5:16–18
Conclusion 5:19–20

THE EPISTLE OF

J A M E S



1686 JAMES 1:1–24
Introduction, 1:1

1JAMES, a bondservant of God
and of the Lord Jesus Christ,

To the twelve tribes which are
scattered abroad:

Greetings.

I. Testing of Faith, 1:2—2:26

(1) Purpose of testing
2My brethren, count it all joy

when you fall into various atrials,
3bknowing that the testing of your

faith produces patience.
4But let patience have its perfect

work, that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking nothing.

5If any of you lacks wisdom, let
him ask of God, cwho gives to all
liberally and without reproach, and
it will be given to him.

6dBut let him ask in faith, with no
doubting, for he who doubts is like
a wave of the sea driven and tossed
by the wind.

7For let not that man suppose that
he will receive anything from the
Lord;

8he is a edouble-minded man, un-
stable in all his ways.

9 fLet the lowly brother glory in
his exaltation,

10but the rich gin his humiliation,
because as a flower of the field he
will pass away.

11For no sooner has the sun risen
with a burning heat than it withers
the grass; its flower falls, and its
beautiful appearance perishes. So
the rich man also will fade away in
his pursuits.

12Blessed is the man who hen-
dures itemptation; for when he has
been approved, he will receive the
jcrown of klife which the Lord has
promised to those who love Him.

(2) Solicitation to evil not of God
13Let no one say when he is

1:15
l Ps. 7:14

m See Rom. 3:23,
note

n Rom. 6:23

o Death (spiritual):
v. 15; Rev.
20:12. (Gen.
2:17; Eph. 2:5,
note)

1:17
p Cp. James 3:15-

17

1:18
q John 1:13

r 1 Thess. 2:13;
1 Pet. 1:23

s Cp. Rev. 14:4

1:19
t Prov. 16:32

1:20
u See Rom. 3:21,

note

1:21
v See Rom. 1:16,

note

1:22
w Matt. 7:21-28

1:2
a Test/Tempt: v.

2-3; James 1:12.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note)

1:3
b Rom. 5:3-5

1:5
c Prov. 2:3-6

1:6
d Mark 11:24

1:8
e Cp. Prov. 3:5-6

1:9
f Cp. James 2:5

1:10
g Cp. Is. 57:15

1:12
h Heb. 10:36;

James 5:11

i Test/Tempt: v.
12-14; 1 Pet.
1:6. (Gen. 3:1;
James 1:14,
note)

j Rewards: v. 12;
1 Pet. 5:4. (Dan.
12:3; 1 Cor.
3:14, note)

k Life (eternal): v.
12; 1 Pet. 3:7.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

tempted, “I am tempted by God”;
for God cannot be tempted by evil,
nor does He Himself tempt anyone.

14But each one is tempted when
he is drawn away by his own de-
sires and enticed.

15Then, when desire has lcon-
ceived, it gives birth to msin; and
sin, when it is full-grown, nbrings
forth odeath.

16Do not be deceived, my beloved
brethren.

17Every good gift and every per-
fect gift is from pabove, and comes
down from the Father of lights, with
whom there is no variation or shad-
ow of turning.

18qOf His own will He brought us
forth by the rword of truth, that we
might be a kind of sfirstfruits of His
creatures.

19So then,* my beloved brethren,
let every man be swift to hear, slow
to speak, tslow to wrath;

20for the wrath of man does not
produce the urighteousness of God.

21Therefore lay aside all filthiness
and overflow of wickedness, and re-
ceive with meekness the implanted
word, which is able to vsave your
souls.

(3) Test of obedience
22But be wdoers of the word, and

not hearers only, deceiving your-
selves.

23For if anyone is a hearer of the
word and not a doer, he is like a
man observing his natural face in a
mirror;

24for he observes himself, goes
away, and immediately forgets what
kind of man he was.
*1:19 NU-Text reads Know (this) or (This) you
know.

1:1 bondservant. Or slave. scattered. Literally in the
dispersion. 1 Pet. 1:1.

1:4 perfect. That is, mature and complete. See Matt.
5:48, note.

1:17 gift. Two words are used in the Greek for “gift”:
the first in v. 17 is dosis, denoting the act of giving; the sec-
ond, dōrēma, meaning the thing given, the gift.

1:14 TEST/TEMPT, SUMMARY

The concept of testing or temptation is expressed in
both the OT and NT not only by the words translated
“test” or “tempt,” but also by the words rendered “pro-
voke,” “snare,” “trials,” etc. (e.g. Gen. 22:1; Ps. 7:9;
11:5; Luke 22:28; James 1:2; 1 Pet. 1:6; compare Job
31:27; Prov. 22:25; Is. 3:8.) The primary meaning is
usually that of proving by testing, or testing under trial.
Less frequently the sense is that of enticement or solici-
tation to evil (e.g. 1:13–14; Gen. 3:1–6; 2 Cor. 11:3–4).
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9but mif you show partiality, you

commit nsin, and are convicted by
the law as otransgressors.

10For whoever shall keep the
whole plaw, and yet qstumble in one
point, he is guilty of all.

11For He who said, r“Do not com-
mit adultery,”* also said, “Do not
murder.”* Now if you do not com-
mit adultery, but you do murder,
you have become a stransgressor of
the law.

12So speak and so do as those
who will be judged by the tlaw of
liberty.

13For judgment is without mercy
to the one who has shown uno
vmercy. Mercy triumphs over judg-
ment.

(6) Test of good works
14What does it profit, my

brethren, if someone says he has
faith but does not have wworks?
Can faith xsave him?

15If a brother or sister is naked
and destitute of daily food,

16and yone of you says to them,
“Depart in peace, be warmed and
filled,” but you do not give them the
z things which are needed for the
body, what does it profit?

17Thus also aafaith by itself, if it
does not have works, is bbdead.

18But someone will say, “You
have faith, and I have works.”
ccShow me your faith without your*

works, and I will show you my faith
by my* ddworks.

19You believe that there is one
God. You do well. Even the
eedemons believe—and tremble!

20But do you want to know,
O foolish man, that fffaith without
works is dead?*

25But he who alooks into the per-
fect blaw of liberty and continues in
it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a
doer of the work, this one will be
blessed in what he does.

(4) Test of true religion
26If anyone among you* thinks he

is religious, and does not bridle his
ctongue but deceives his own heart,
this one’s religion is useless.

27dPure and undefiled religion be-
fore God and the Father is this: to
visit orphans and ewidows in their
trouble, and to keep oneself unspot-
ted from the world.

(5) Test of brotherly love

2MY brethren, do not hold the
faith of our Lord Jesus Christ,

the Lord of glory, with partiality.
2For if there should come into

your assembly a man with gold
rings, in fine apparel, and there
should also come in a poor man in
filthy clothes,

3and you pay attention to the one
wearing the fine clothes and say to
him, “You sit here in a good place,”
and say to the poor man, “You stand
there,” or, “Sit here at my foot-
stool,”

4have you not shown partiality
among yourselves, and become
judges with evil thoughts?

5Listen, my beloved brethren:
fHas God not gchosen the poor of
this world to be hrich in faith and
heirs of the ikingdom which He
promised to those who love Him?

6But you have dishonored the
poor man. Do not the rich oppress
you and drag you into the courts?

7Do they not blaspheme that no-
ble name by which you are jcalled?

8If you really fulfill the royal klaw
according to the Scripture, l“You
shall love your neighbor as your-
self,” you do well;

2:10
p Law (of Moses):

v. 10; Rev.
12:17. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

q Gal. 3:10; cp.
Matt. 5:19

2:11
r Ex. 20:13-14

s See Rom. 3:23,
note

2:12
t James 1:25; cp.

1 Pet. 2:16

2:13
u Prov. 21:13;

Matt. 18:32-35

v Mic. 7:18; Matt.
5:7

2:14
w Matt. 7:21-23;

21:28-32

x See Rom. 1:16,
note

2:16
y Cp. 1 John 3:18

z Luke 3:11

2:17
aa Faith: vv. 17-

23; James
5:15. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

bb v. 26; cp.
John 15:2

2:18
cc Col. 1:6;

1 Thess. 1:3;
Heb. 6:10

dd Gal. 5:6

2:19
ee Matt. 8:29;

Mark 1:24;
cp. Acts
16:17; 19:15

2:20
ff vv. 17,26

1:25
a Cp. 2 Cor. 3:18

b James 2:12

1:26
c Ps. 34:13

1:27
d Matt. 25:34-36

e Cp. Deut. 14:29

2:5
f 1 Cor. 1:26-28

g Election (corpo-
rate): v. 5; 1 Pet.
1:1. (Deut. 7:6;
1 Pet. 5:13,
note)

h 1 Tim. 6:18; cp.
Luke 12:21

i Kingdom (NT):
v. 5; Rev. 3:21.
(Matt. 2:2;
1 Cor. 15:24,
note)

2:7
j Acts 11:26;

1 Pet. 4:16

2:8
k Law (of Christ):

v. 8; 1 Pet. 1:22.
(John 13:34;
2 John 5, note)

l Lev. 19:18

2:9
m v. 1

n See Rom. 3:23,
note

o Lev. 19:15;
Deut. 1:17

*1:26 NU-Text omits among you.
*2:11 Deuteronomy 5:18 * Deuteronomy 5:17
*2:18 NU-Text omits your. * NU-Text omits
my. *2:20 NU-Text reads useless.

1:26,27 religious . . . religion. That is, one who is out-
wardly religious. See Gal. 1:14, note.

1:27 world. Greek kosmos. See Rev. 13:8, note.
2:1 partiality. This verse contains a very strong affirma-

tion of the Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ. It may be translat-
ed: “. . . our Lord Jesus Christ, of glory.” The use of the title
“Lord,” and the association of our Lord with the glory of
God, the Shekinah, make clear James’s witness to the

Lord’s Deity. Furthermore, the reference to partiality indi-
cates that all earthly distinctions disappear in the presence
of Christ, the Glorious One.

2:5 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
2:7 noble. Or honorable.
2:14 Can faith save him? That is, Can that faith save

him?
2:19 there is one. Or God is one.



1688 JAMES 2:21—3:8
(7) Abraham as an illustration

(cp. Rom. 4:1–25)
21Was not Abraham our father

a justified by works when he offered
Isaac his son on the baltar?

22Do you see that faith was
working together with his works,
and by cworks faith was made dper-
fect?

23And the Scripture was fulfilled
which says, “Abraham ebelieved
God, and it was faccounted to him
for grighteousness.” And he was
called the hfriend of God.

24You see then that a man is jus-
tified by works, and not by faith
only.

25Likewise, was not iRahab the
harlot also j justified by works when
she received the messengers and
sent them out another way?

26For as the body without the
spirit is dead, kso faith without
works is dead also.

2:25
j Justification: v.

25. (Luke 18:14;
Rom. 3:28, note)

2:26
k vv. 17,20

3:2
l See Phil. 3:12,

note

3:3
m Ps. 32:9

3:5
n Prov. 12:18;

15:2; James
1:26

3:6
o Prov. 16:27

p Matt. 15:18

q Cp. Ps. 83:12-
14

3:8
r Cp. Ps. 140:3;

Rom. 3:13

2:21
a Justification: v.

21; James 2:25.
(Luke 18:14;
Rom. 3:28, note)

b Gen. 22:9

2:22
c John 8:39

d See Phil. 3:12,
note

2:23
e Gen. 15:6

f Imputation: v.
23. (Gen. 15:6;
James 2:23,
note)

g See Rom. 3:21,
note

h 2 Chr. 20:7; Isa
41:8

2:25
i Josh. 2:1-21;

6:25; Heb.
11:31

II. Reality of Faith Tested
by Control of the Tongue, 3

3MY brethren, let not many of
you become teachers, knowing

that we shall receive a stricter judg-
ment.

2For we all stumble in many
things. If anyone does not stumble
in word, he is a lperfect man, able
also to bridle the whole body.

3Indeed,* we put mbits in horses’
mouths that they may obey us, and
we turn their whole body.

4Look also at ships: although they
are so large and are driven by fierce
winds, they are turned by a very
small rudder wherever the pilot de-
sires.

5Even so the ntongue is a little
member and boasts great things. See
how great a forest a little fire kindles!

6oAnd the tongue is a fire, a
world of iniquity. The tongue is so
set among our members that it pde-
files the whole body, and qsets on
fire the course of nature; and it is
set on fire by hell.

7For every kind of beast and bird,
of reptile and creature of the sea, is
tamed and has been tamed by
mankind.

8But no man can tame the tongue.
It is an unruly evil, rfull of deadly
poison.
*3:3 NU-Text reads Now if.

Abraham: of a great multitude. A man chosen by God
to become the father of the great nation Israel. God
promised Abraham that he would have descendants
as numerous as the stars in the heavens. Abraham was
revered throughout generations for his great faith.

Isaac: laughter. The son of Abraham and Sarah, born
when they were both very old. His birth was foretold
by an angel of the LORD and fulfilled the promise God
had made to his father. He married Rebekah, was the
father of Jacob and Esau, and inherited the covenant
promise.

2:23 accounted to him. Sometimes called “imputa-
tion,” this is the act of God whereby He accounts righ-
teousness to the believer in Christ, who has borne the be-
liever’s sins in vindication of the law. See Philem. 18, note.

Rahab: broad. A prostitute from Jericho who helped
the Israelite spies. She and her family were spared
when Jericho was destroyed. She is included in the
genealogy of Christ (Matt.1:5).

3:6 hell. Greek geenna. See Matt. 5:22, note.

2:26 JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH

On the basis of this passage (2:14–26), James has been
charged with contradicting the doctrine of justification
by faith as set forth by Paul (see Rom. 4:1–5). But the
supposed contradiction is merely in words rather than
in underlying truth.

James in this passage uses the word “faith” in the
sense of intellectual orthodoxy (compare v. 19); Paul,
when he uses “faith” in a personal sense, means trust in
the atoning work of Christ to the extent of full commit-
ment to Him.

For James the word “works” means the believer’s
works, the outward evidence of a saved life. On the
other hand, Paul sometimes employs “works” to denote
the deeds of the unsaved man whereby he vainly hopes
to gain acceptance with God, while at other times he
speaks of “good works,” by which he means the fruit
that the justified man must produce.

Moreover, the word “justify” is for Paul a legal, posi-
tional term (see Rom. 3:28, note) describing a once-for-
all act of God appropriated by faith alone and relating
to the initial moment of the Christian life. But for James
“justify” is employed of any subsequent moment of the
Christian life and proves the reality of a man’s faith be-
fore his fellow men.

Thus in their views of justification Paul and James
complement one another (2:23); Paul stresses accep-
tance with God wholly by grace through faith, whereas
James presents the continual evidence before men of
the initial transaction. For the definitive NT statement
on faith and works in which both views are brought to-
gether, see Eph. 2:8–10.



JAMES 3:9—5:1 1689
ture says in vain, “The Spirit who
dwells in us yearns jealously”?

6But He gives more mgrace.
Therefore He says:

“Godn resists the proud,
But gives grace to the humble.”

7Therefore submit to God. Resist
the odevil and he will p flee from
you.

8qDraw near to God and He will
draw near to you. Cleanse your
hands, you rsinners; and purify your
hearts, you double-minded.

9Lament and mourn and weep!
Let your laughter be turned to
mourning and your joy to gloom.

10sHumble yourselves in the sight
of the Lord, and He will lift you up.

11 tDo not speak evil of one anoth-
er, brethren. He who speaks evil of a
brother and u judges his brother,
speaks evil of the law and judges the
law. But if you judge the law, you are
not a doer of the law but a judge.

12There is one Lawgiver,* vwho is
able to wsave and to destroy. Who*

are you to judge xanother?*

13Come now, you who say, “To-
day or tomorrow we will* go to such
and such a city, spend a year there,
buy and sell, and make a profit”;

14whereas you do not know what
will happen ytomorrow. For what is
your life? zIt is even a vapor that ap-
pears for a little time and then van-
ishes away.

15Instead you ought to say, aa“If
the Lord wills, we shall live and do
this or that.”

16But now you boast in your arro-
gance. All such boasting is evil.

17Therefore, to him who bbknows
to do good and does not do it, to
him it is ccsin.

IV. Rich Warned, 5:1–6

5COME now, you ddrich, weep
and howl for your miseries that

are coming upon eeyou!

9With it we bless our God and Fa-
ther, and with it we curse men,
who have been made ain the simili-
tude of God.

10Out of the same mouth proceed
blessing and cursing. My brethren,
these things ought not to be so.

11Does a spring send forth fresh
water and bitter from the same
opening?

12Can a b fig tree, my brethren,
bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs?
Thus no spring yields both salt wa-
ter and fresh.*

13Who is wise and understanding
among you? Let him show by good
conduct that his works are done in
the meekness of wisdom.

14But if you have bitter envy and
self-seeking in your hearts, do not
boast and lie against the truth.

15cThis wisdom does not descend
from above, but is earthly, sensual,
demonic.

16For where envy and self-seek-
ing exist, confusion and every evil
thing are there.

17But the dwisdom that is from
above is first pure, then peaceable,
gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy
and good fruits, ewithout partiality
and fwithout hypocrisy.

18Now the fruit of grighteousness
is sown in peace by those who
make peace.

III. Rebuke of Worldliness, 4

4WHERE do wars and fights
come from among you? Do they

not come from your desires for plea-
sure hthat war in your members?

2You lust and do not have. You
imurder and covet and cannot ob-
tain. You fight and war. Yet* you do
not have because you do not ask.

3You ask and do not receive, jbe-
cause you ask amiss, that you may
spend it on your pleasures.

4Adulterers and* adulteresses! Do
you not know that kfriendship with
the world is enmity with God?
lWhoever therefore wants to be a
friend of the world makes himself
an enemy of God.

5Or do you think that the Scrip-

4:6
m Grace: v. 6;

1 Pet. 1:13.
(John 1:14; John
1:17, note). See
2 Pet. 3:18, note

n Prov. 3:34

4:7
o Satan: v. 7;

1 Pet. 5:8. (Gen.
3:1; Rev. 20:10,
note)

p Cp. Matt. 4:10-
11

4:8
q 2 Chr. 15:2;

Mal. 3:7; Heb.
10:19-22

r See Rom. 3:23,
note

4:10
s Job 22:29; Luke

14:11; 18:14;
1 Pet. 5:6

4:11
t Eph. 4:31; 1 Pet.

2:1-3

u Matt. 7:1-5

4:12
v Cp. Matt. 10:28

w See Rom. 1:16,
note

x Rom. 14:4

4:14
y Prov. 27:1; cp.

Luke 12:16-20

z Job 7:7; Ps.
102:3; 1 Pet.
1:24

4:15
aa Acts 18:21;

1 Cor. 4:19

4:17
bb Luke 12:47;

2 Pet. 2:21

cc See Rom.
3:23, note

5:1
dd Prov. 11:28;

Luke 6:24

ee Cp. Luke
16:19-31

3:9
a Gen. 1:26; 5:1;

9:6

3:12
b Matt. 7:16-20

3:15
c Cp. James

1:5,17

3:17
d 1 Cor. 2:6-7

e James 2:1

f Rom. 12:9;
1 Pet. 1:22

3:18
g See 1 John 3:7,

note

4:1
h Rom. 7:23; Gal.

5:17; 1 Pet. 2:11

4:2
i Cp. 1 John 3:15

4:3
j Cp. 1 John 5:14

4:4
k 1 John 2:15

l Gal. 1:4; cp.
John 15:19;
17:14

*3:12 NU-Text reads Neither can a salty spring
produce fresh water. *4:2 NU-Text and M-Text
omit Yet. *4:4 NU-Text omits Adulterers and.
*4:12 NU-Text adds and Judge. * NU-Text and
M-Text read But who. * NU-Text reads a
neighbor. *4:13 M-Text reads let us.

3:18 by. Or for. 4:4 world. Greek kosmos. See Rev. 13:8, note.
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2Your ariches are corrupted, and

your garments are moth-eaten.
3Your gold and silver are corrod-

ed, and their corrosion will be a wit-
ness against you and will eat your
flesh like fire. You have heaped up
treasure in the last days.

4Indeed the wages of the laborers
who mowed your fields, which you
bkept back by fraud, cry out; and the
ccries of the reapers have reached
the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.

5You have lived on the earth in
pleasure and luxury; you have fat-
tened your hearts as* in a day of
slaughter.

6You have condemned, you have
murdered the just; he does not re-
sist you.

V. Exhortations
in View of the Coming

of the Lord, 5:7–18
7Therefore be patient, brethren,

until the coming of the Lord. See
how the farmer waits for the pre-
cious fruit of the earth, waiting pa-
tiently for it until it receives the
dearly and latter rain.

8You also be patient. Establish
your hearts, efor the fcoming of the
Lord is at hand.

9Do not grumble against one an-
other, brethren, lest you be gcon-
demned.* Behold, the Judge is
standing at the door!

10My brethren, take the hproph-
ets, who spoke in the name of the
Lord, as an example of suffering and
ipatience.

11Indeed we count them jblessed
who kendure. You have heard of the

5:11
l Job 1:22

m Job 42:10

5:12
n Matt. 5:34

5:13
o Ps. 50:14-15

p Eph. 5:19

5:14
q Elders: v. 14;

1 Pet. 5:1. (Acts
11:30; Titus 1:5,
note)

r Churches (lo-
cal): v. 14;
1 Pet. 5:13.
(Acts 8:3; Phil.
1:1, note)

5:15
s Faith: v. 15;

1 Pet. 1:5. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

t See Rom. 3:23,
note

u Forgiveness: v.
15; 1 John 1:9.
(Lev. 4:20; Matt.
26:28, note)

5:16
v See Rom. 10:10,

note

5:17
w 1 Kin. 17:1

x Bible prayers
(NT): vv. 17-18;
Rev. 22:20.
(Matt. 6:9; Luke
11:2, note)

5:18
y 1 Kin. 18:1,42

5:19
z Matt. 18:15;

Gal. 6:1

5:20
aa Prov. 10:12

bb See Rom.
3:23, note

5:2
a Jer. 17:11; Matt.

6:19

5:4
b Lev. 19:13

c Cp. Deut. 24:15

5:7
d Cp. Deut.

11:14; Jer. 5:24;
Joel 2:23

5:8
e Cp. 1 Cor. 7:29-

31

f Christ (second
advent): vv. 7-8;
1 Pet. 1:7.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

5:9
g Matt. 7:1

5:10
h Cp. Matt. 5:12;

Heb. 10:32

i Heb. 10:36

5:11
j Matt. 5:10;

James 1:2

k James 1:12

lperseverance of Job and seen the
mend intended by the Lord—that
the Lord is very compassionate and
merciful.

12But above all, my brethren, ndo
not swear, either by heaven or by
earth or with any other oath. But let
your “Yes” be “Yes,” and your
“No,” “No,” lest you fall into judg-
ment.*

13Is anyone among you suffering?
Let him opray. Is anyone cheerful?
Let him sing ppsalms.

14Is anyone among you sick? Let
him call for the qelders of the
rchurch, and let them pray over
him, anointing him with oil in the
name of the Lord.

15And the prayer of s faith will
save the sick, and the Lord will
raise him up. And if he has commit-
ted tsins, he will be uforgiven.

16Confess your trespasses* to one
another, and pray for one another,
that you may be healed. The effec-
tive, fervent prayer of a vrighteous
man avails much.

17Elijah was a man with a nature
like ours, and whe xprayed earnestly
that it would not rain; and it did not
rain on the land for three years and
six months.

18And he prayed yagain, and the
heaven gave rain, and the earth pro-
duced its fruit.

Conclusion, 5:19–20
19Brethren, if anyone among you

wanders from the truth, and some-
one zturns him back,

20let him know that he who turns
a sinner from the error of his way
will save a soul* from death and
aacover a multitude of bbsins.
*5:5 NU-Text omits as. *5:9 NU-Text and 
M-Text read judged. *5:12 M-Text reads
hypocrisy. *5:16 NU-Text reads Therefore
confess your sins. *5:20 NU-Text reads his soul.

5:4 the Lord of Sabaoth. That is, LORD of hosts. See
1 Sam. 1:3, note.

5:5 luxury. That is, indulgence.

Job: one persecuted. A righteous man who probably
lived during the time of Abraham. He was tested by
Satan but remained faithful to God in spite of his af-
flictions and loss.

Elijah: my God is Jehovah. The Tishbite who was a
great prophet of the Lord. He performed miracles and
was taken to heaven in a chariot of fire.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Peter Suffering and Glory c. A.D. 65

Background
The Epistle of Peter is the fulfillment of the commission given to Peter by Christ in Luke 22:31–32. Compare 1 Peter 1:1
with James 1:1. Peter was a minister to the Jews (Galatians 2:9), so he writes to the dispersed Jews (1:1). He is the apos-
tle of hope: 1:3,7,9,13; 3:9–15; 4:13; 5:4. Like Paul, Peter sets forth the doctrines of grace. There are a number of paral-
lels in this letter to the words of the Lord recorded in the Gospels; also there are resemblances between the language of
this Epistle and the speeches of Peter in Acts.

First Peter was written from Babylon (5:13). Geographical notations in 1:1 agree with Babylon as the center of writing;
however, many understand the name to be a symbol of Rome. The letter is addressed to Hebrew Christians (compare 4:3
with 1:1), with wider application to all believers in Christ.

Purpose
The purpose of the Epistle is exhortation and testimony. The key thought is the suffering of the Christian. Peter pleads for
steadfastness in time of suffering, in the light of the believer’s hope in the resurrected Redeemer. The Epistle is full of ex-
hortations to godly living, and is replete with quotations from and allusions to the Old Testament.

Outline
First Peter may be divided as follows:

Introduction 1:1–2
I. Christian Suffering and Conduct in the Light of Complete Salvation 1:3–2:8

A. The Certainty of the Salvation of the Soul 1:3–9
B. Prophetic Inquiry 1:10–12
C. Exhortation to Sober Living 1:13–21
D. Permanence of the New Birth 1:22–25
E. Need for Genuine Worship as Stones Built on the Cornerstone 2:1–8

II. Christian Life in View of the Believer’s Position and the Vicarious Suffering 
of Christ 2:9—4:19
A. The Demand for Proper Behavior Toward Others 2:9–20
B. The Vicarious Suffering of Christ 2:21–25
C. Godly Living in the Home and in the Church 3:1–12
D. Godly Living Before the World 3:13–17
E. The Victory of Christ Preached in Noah’s Time 3:18–22
F. Exhortation to Cease from Sin 4:1–6
G. Proper Use of Gifts 4:7–11
H. Necessity of Distinctive Christian Behavior 4:12–19

III. Christian Service in the Light of the Coming of Christ 5:1–9
Conclusion 5:10–14

THE FIRST EPISTLE OF

P E T E R
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Introduction, 1:1–2

1PETER, an apostle of Jesus
Christ,

To the pilgrims of the aDispersion
in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia,
Asia, and Bithynia,

2belect according to the fore-
knowledge of God the Father, in
csanctification of the dSpirit, for
eobedience and sprinkling of the
blood of Jesus Christ:

fGrace to you and peace be multi-
plied.

I. Christian Suffering and Conduct
in the Light of Complete Salvation,

1:3—2:8
3Blessed be the God and Father of

our Lord Jesus Christ, who accord-
ing to His abundant gmercy has be-
gotten us again to a living hope
through the hresurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead,

4to an inheritance incorruptible
and undefiled and that does not fade
away, reserved in heaven for you,

5who are ikept by the power of
God through j faith for salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time.

6In this you greatly rejoice,
though now for a little while, if
need be, you have been grieved by
various ktrials,

7that the genuineness of your
faith, being much more precious
than gold that perishes, though it is
tested by fire, may be found to
praise, honor, and glory at the lreve-
lation of Jesus Christ,

8whom having not seen* you love.
Though now you do mnot see Him,
yet jbelieving, you rejoice with joy
inexpressible and full of glory,

9receiving the end of your
jfaith—the nsalvation of your souls.

10Of this nsalvation the prophets
have inquired and searched careful-

1:11
o Inspiration: vv.

10-12; 2 Pet.
1:21. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

1:12
p Gospel: v. 12;

1 Pet. 1:25.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

q Eph. 3:10

1:13
r Grace: vv.

13,18-19; 1 Pet.
3:7. (John 1:14;
John 1:17, note)

1:14
s Rom. 12:2

1:15
t Sanctification

(NT): vv. 15-16;
1 Pet. 2:5. (Matt.
4:5; Rev. 22:11,
note)

1:16
u Lev. 11:44

1:17
v Acts 10:34

1:18
w See Rom. 3:24,

note

1:19
x Sacrifice (of

Christ): vv. 18-
19; 1 Pet. 2:24.
(Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note)

1:20
y Foreknowledge:

v. 20. (Acts
2:23; 1 Pet.
1:20, note).

1:1
a James 1:1

1:2
b Election (corpo-

rate): vv. 1,15;
1 Pet. 2:9.
(Deut. 7:6;
1 Pet. 5:13,
note)

c 2 Thess. 2:13

d Holy Spirit (NT):
vv. 2,11-12;
1 Pet. 1:22.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

e Rom. 1:5

f See 2 Pet. 3:18,
note

1:3
g Titus 3:5

h Resurrection: v.
3; 1 Pet. 1:21.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

1:5
i Assurance/secu-

rity: vv. 3-5;
2 Pet. 2:9. (Ps.
23:1; Jude 1,
note)

j Faith: vv. 5,8-9;
1 Pet. 1:21.
(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

1:6
k Test/Tempt: vv.

6-7; 1 Pet. 4:12.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note)

1:7
l Christ (second

advent): v. 7;
2 Pet. 3:4.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

1:8
m John 20:29

1:9
n See Rom. 1:16,

note

ly, who prophesied of the grace that
would come to you,

11searching what, or what man-
ner of time, the dSpirit of Christ
who was in them was indicating
when He otestified beforehand the
sufferings of Christ and the glories
that would follow.

12To them it was revealed that,
not to themselves, but to us* they
were ministering the things which
now have been reported to you
through those who have preached
the pgospel to you by the Holy
dSpirit sent from heaven—things
which qangels desire to look into.

13Therefore gird up the loins of
your mind, be sober, and rest your
hope fully upon the rgrace that is to
be brought to you at the revelation
of Jesus Christ;

14as obedient children, not scon-
forming yourselves to the former
lusts, as in your ignorance;

15but as He who bcalled you is
holy, you also be tholy in all your
conduct,

16because it is written, u“Be
tholy, for I am holy.”*

17And if you call on the Father,
who vwithout partiality judges ac-
cording to each one’s work, conduct
yourselves throughout the time of
your stay here in fear;

18knowing that you were not wre-
deemed with corruptible things,
like silver or gold, from your aimless
conduct received by tradition from
your fathers,

19but xwith the precious blood of
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish
and without spot.

20He indeed was y foreordained
before the foundation of the world,
but was manifest in these last times
for you
*1:8 M-Text reads known. *1:12 NU-Text and
M-Text read you. *1:16 Leviticus 11:45; 19:2;
20:7

1:2 elect. In the Greek the word translated “elect” (ek-
lektos) actually appears in v. 1 as a modifier of “pilgrims.”
The letter is addressed, therefore, “to the elect pilgrims” of
the Dispersion.

1:3 from. Literally from among.
1:7 tested by fire. Suffering, in this Epistle, is set in the

light of:
(1) assured salvation (1:2–5);
(2) glory at Christ’s appearing (1:7);

(3) Christ’s sufferings and coming glories (1:11);
(4) the Christian’s association with Him in both

(2:20–21; 3:17–18; 4:12–13);
(5) the purifying effect of suffering (1:7; 4:1–2; 5:10);
(6) the fact that Christ is now glorified in the Christian’s

patient suffering (4:16); and
(7) the fact that suffering is disciplinary (4:17–19; com-

pare 1 Cor. 11:31–32; Heb. 12:5–13).
1:20 foreordained. Literally foreknown.
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al sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ.

6Therefore it is also contained in
the Scripture,

“Behold,m I lay in Zion
A chief ncornerstone, elect,

precious,
And he who obelieves on Him

will by no means be put to
shame.”

7Therefore, to you who pbelieve,
He is precious; but to those who are
disobedient,*

“The qstone which the builders
rrejected

Has become the chief
cornerstone,”

8and

“A sstone of stumbling
And a rock of offense.”*

They stumble, being disobedient to
the word, tto which they also were
appointed.

II. Christian Life in View of the
Believer’s Position and the Vicarious

Suffering of Christ, 2:9—4:19
9But you are a uchosen genera-

tion, a royal priesthood, a vholy na-

21who through Him abelieve in
God, who braised Him from the
dead and gave Him glory, so that
your faith and hope are in God.

22Since you have purified your
souls in obeying the truth through
the cSpirit* in sincere dlove of the
brethren, d love one another fer-
vently with a pure heart,

23having been born again, not of
corruptible seed but incorruptible,
through the eword of God which
lives and abides forever,*

24because

“All f flesh is as grass,
And all the glory of man* as the

flower of the grass.
The grass withers,
And its flower falls away,

25 But the word of the LORD
endures forever.”

Now this is the word which by the
ggospel was preached to you.

2THEREFORE, laying aside all
malice, all deceit, hypocrisy,

envy, and all evil speaking,
2as newborn babes, desire the

pure milk of the word, that you may
grow thereby,*

3if indeed you have htasted that
the Lord is gracious.

4Coming to Him as to a living
istone, jrejected indeed by men, but
chosen by God and precious,

5you also, as living stones, are be-
ing built up a kspiritual house, a
lholy priesthood, to offer up spiritu-

2:5
l Sanctification

(NT): v. 5; 1 Pet.
2:9. (Matt. 4:5;
Rev. 22:11, note)

2:6
m Is. 28:16

n Christ (Stone): v.
6; 1 Pet. 2:7.
(Gen. 49:24;
1 Pet. 2:8, note)

o Faith: v. 6;
1 Pet. 2:7. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

2:7
p Faith: v. 7;

1 John 3:23.
(Gen. 3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

q Christ (Stone): v.
7; 1 Pet. 2:8.
(Gen. 49:24;
1 Pet. 2:8, note)

r Ps. 118:22

2:8
s Christ (Stone): v.

8. (Gen. 49:24;
1 Pet. 2:8, note)

t Cp. Rom. 9:21-
24

2:9
u Election (corpo-

rate): v. 9; 1 Pet.
5:13. (Deut. 7:6;
1 Pet. 5:13,
note)

v Sanctification
(NT): v. 9; 1 Pet.
3:5. (Matt. 4:5;
Rev. 22:11, note)

1:21
a Faith: v. 21;

1 Pet. 2:6. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

b Resurrection: v.
21; 1 Pet. 3:21.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

1:22
c Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 22; 1 Pet.
3:18. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

d Law (of Christ):
v. 22; 1 Pet. 3:8.
(John 13:34;
2 John 5, note)

1:23
e 1 Thess. 2:13;

James 1:18

1:24
f Is. 40:6-8

1:25
g Gospel: v. 25;

1 Pet. 4:6. (Gen.
12:3; Rev. 14:6,
note)

2:3
h Ps. 34:8

2:4
i Christ (Stone): v.

4; 1 Pet. 2:6.
(Gen. 49:24;
1 Pet. 2:8, note)

j Ps. 118:22

2:5
k Sacrifice (the be-

liever-priest’s);
see Heb. 10:18,
note

*1:22 NU-Text omits through the Spirit.
*1:23 NU-Text omits forever. *1:24 NU-Text
reads all its glory. *2:2 NU-Text adds up to
salvation. *2:7 NU-Text reads to those who
disbelieve. *2:8 Isaiah 8:14

1:25 word. Literally saying.

1:20 FOREKNOWLEDGE,
SUMMARY

The sovereign choice of God in election and predesti-
nation logically originated in the divine decision based
on His eternal omniscience of all possible plans of ac-
tion. The order logically, not chronologically, is omni-
science, divine decision (election and predestination),
and foreknowledge. As God’s decision is eternal, how-
ever, so also His foreknowledge is eternal. As fore-
knowledge extends to all events, it includes all that is
embraced in election and predestination. Election is,
therefore, according to foreknowledge, and foreknowl-
edge is according to election, meaning that both are in
perfect agreement. See Election, 1 Pet. 5:13, note; Pre-
destination, Eph. 1:11, note.

2:8 CHRIST IS THE ROCK 
(OR STONE), SUMMARY

Christ is the Rock (or Stone)
(1) struck that the Spirit of life may flow from Him to

all who will drink (Ex. 17:6; 1 Cor. 10:4; compare John
4:13–14; 7:37–39);

(2) to the Church, the foundation and chief Corner-
stone (Eph. 2:20);

(3) to the Jews at His first coming, a “stumbling
stone” (Rom. 9:32–33; 1 Cor. 1:23);

(4) to Israel at His second coming, the “capstone” of
the corner (Zech. 4:7);

(5) to the Gentile world power, the striking “stone . . .
cut out without hands” (Dan. 2:34);

(6) in the divine purpose, the Stone which, after the
destruction of Gentile world power, is to grow and fill
the earth (Dan. 2:35); and

(7) to unbelievers, the crushing Stone of judgment that
will grind those on whom it falls to powder (Matt. 21:44).
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tion, His own special people, that
you may proclaim the praises of
Him who called you out of darkness
into His marvelous light;

10who once were not a people but
are now the people of aGod, who
had not obtained mercy but now
have obtained mercy.

11Beloved, I beg you as bsojourn-
ers and pilgrims, abstain from flesh-
ly lusts which cwar against the soul,

12having your conduct honorable
among the Gentiles, that when they
speak against you as evildoers, they
may, dby your egood works which
they observe, glorify God in the day
of visitation.

13Therefore fsubmit yourselves to
every ordinance of man for the
Lord’s sake, whether to the king as
supreme,

14or to governors, as to those who
are sent by him for the punishment
of evildoers and for the praise of
those who do good.

15For this is the will of God, that
by doing good you may put to silence
the ignorance of foolish men—

16gas free, yet not husing liberty
as a cloak for vice, but as bondser-
vants of God.

17Honor all people. Love the

2:17
i Prov. 24:21

2:18
j Eph. 6:5-8

2:20
k Luke 6:32-34

l See Rom. 3:23,
note

2:21
m Matt. 16:24;

1 Thess. 3:3-4

n Christ (first ad-
vent): vv. 21-24;
1 Pet. 3:18.
(Gen. 3:15; Acts
1:11, note)

2:22
o Is. 53:9

p See Rom. 3:23,
note

2:23
q Is. 53:7

2:10
a Hos. 1:10

2:11
b Ps. 119:19; cp.

Lev. 25:23;
Heb. 11:9-10

c Rom. 8:13; Gal.
5:17

2:12
d Righteousness

(garment): v. 12;
1 Pet. 3:3. (Gen.
3:21; Rev. 19:8,
note)

e Matt. 5:16

2:13
f Matt. 22:21; see

Rom. 13:4, note

2:16
g Rom. 6:14,20,

22

h Gal. 5:13

brotherhood. Fear iGod. Honor the
king.

18 jServants, be submissive to your
masters with all fear, not only to the
good and gentle, but also to the
harsh.

19For this is commendable, if be-
cause of conscience toward God one
endures grief, suffering wrongfully.

20For kwhat credit is it if, when
you are beaten for your lfaults, you
take it patiently? But when you do
good and suffer, if you take it pa-
tiently, this is commendable before
God.

The vicarious suffering of Christ
21For m to this you were called,

because Christ also suffered for us,*
leaving us* an nexample, that you
should follow His steps:
22“Whoo committed no psin,

Nor was deceit found in His
mouth”;

23who, qwhen He was reviled,
did not revile in return; when He
suffered, He did not threaten, but
committed Himself to Him who
judges righteously;
*2:21 NU-Text reads you. * NU-Text and 
M-Text read you.

2:9 praises. Literally excellencies.
2:16 bondservants. Or slaves. 1 Cor. 6:20.

2:19 commendable. Or grace.

2:9 THE NEW TESTAMENT PRIESTHOOD

(1) Until the law was given, the head of each family was the family priest (Gen. 8:20; 26:25; 31:54).
(2) When the law was proposed, the promise to perfect obedience was that Israel should be to God “a kingdom of

priests” (Ex. 19:6); but Israel violated the law, and God shut up the priestly office to the Aaronic family, appointing the
tribe of Levi to minister to Israel, thus constituting the typical priesthood (Ex. 28:1).

(3) In the Church Age, all Christians are unconditionally constituted “kings and priests” (v. 9; Rev. 1:6), the distinc-
tion which Israel failed to achieve by works. The priesthood of the Christian is, therefore, a birthright, just as every de-
scendant of Aaron was born to the priesthood (Heb. 5:1).

(4) The chief privilege of a priest is access to God. Under law the high priest only could enter “the Holiest of All,”
and that but once a year (Heb. 9:7); but when Christ died, the veil, a type of Christ’s human body (Heb. 10:20), was
torn, so that now the believer-priests, equally with Christ the High Priest, have access to God in the Holiest (Heb.
10:19–22). The High Priest is corporeally there (Heb. 4:14–16; 9:24; 10:19–22). And

(5) in the exercise of his office the NT believer-priest is
(1) a sacrificer who offers a fourfold sacrifice:

(a) his own living body (Rom. 12:1; Phil. 2:17; 2 Tim. 4:6; James 1:27; 1 John 3:16);
(b) praise to God, “the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name,” to be offered continually (Heb. 13:15;

compare Ex. 25:22, “there I will meet with you . . . above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim
which are on the ark of the Testimony”);

(c) his substance (Rom. 12:13; Gal. 6:6,10; Titus 3:14; Heb. 13:2,16; 3 John 5–8); and
(d) his service, that is, “to do good” (Heb. 13:16).

(2) The NT priest is also an intercessor (Col. 4:12; 1 Tim. 2:1).
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10For

“Hen who would love life
And see good days,
Let him refrain his tongue from

evil,
And his lips from speaking

deceit.
11 Let him turn away from evil

and do good;
Let him seek peace and pursue

it.
12 For the eyes of the LORD are on

the orighteous,
And His ears are open to their

prayers;
But the face of the LORD is

against those who do evil.”

Godly living before the world
for righteousness’ sake

13And who is he who will harm
you if you become followers of what
is pgood?

14But even if you should suffer for
qrighteousness’ sake, you are
blessed. “And do not be afraid of
their threats, nor be troubled.” *

15But rsanctify the Lord God* in
your hearts, and always be sready to
give a defense to everyone who asks
you a reason for the thope that is in
you, with meekness and fear;

16having a good conscience, that
when they defame you as evildoers,
those who revile your good conduct
in Christ may be ashamed.

17For it is better, if it is the will of
God, to suffer for doing good than
for doing evil.

The vicarious suffering of Christ,
preached by Christ through

the Spirit in Noah (cp. 1:10–12)
18For Christ also usuffered vonce

for wsins, the just for the unjust,
that He might bring us* to God, xbe-
ing put to death in the flesh but
made alive by the ySpirit,

19by whom also He went and
preached to the spirits in prison,

24awho Himself bbore our sins in
His own body on the tree, that we,
having died to sins, might live for
righteousness—by whose stripes
you were healed.

25For you were like sheep going
castray, but have now returned to
the dShepherd and Overseer* of
your souls.

Godly living in the home
and in the church

3 eWIVES, likewise, be submis-
sive to your own husbands, that

even if some do not obey the word,
they, without a word, may be won
by the conduct of their wives,

2when they observe your chaste
conduct accompanied by fear.

3Do not let your fadornment be
merely outward—arranging the
hair, wearing gold, or putting on
fine apparel—

4rather let it be the hidden per-
son of the heart, with the incorrupt-
ible beauty of a gentle and quiet
spirit, which is very precious in the
sight of God.

5For in this manner, in former
times, the gholy women who trust-
ed in God also adorned themselves,
being submissive to their own hus-
bands,

6as Sarah obeyed Abraham, hcall-
ing him lord, whose daughters you
are if you do good and are not afraid
with any terror.

7 iHusbands, likewise, dwell with
them with understanding, giving
honor to the wife, as to the weaker
vessel, and as being heirs together
of the jgrace of k life, that your
prayers may not be hindered.

8Finally, all of you be of one mind,
having compassion for one another;
llove as brothers, be tenderhearted,
be courteous;*

9not returning evil for evil or re-
viling for reviling, but on the con-
trary mblessing, knowing that you
were called to this, that you may in-
herit a blessing.

3:10
n Ps. 34:12-15

3:12
o See Rom. 10:10,

note

3:13
p Prov. 16:7

3:14
q See 1 John 3:7,

note

3:15
r Sanctification

(NT): v. 15;
2 Pet. 1:18.
(Matt. 4:5; Rev.
22:11, note)

s Cp. Ps. 119:46

t Tim. 3:7

3:18
u Christ (first ad-

vent): v. 18;
1 Pet. 4:1. (Gen.
3:15; Acts 1:11,
note)

v Judgments (the
seven): v. 18;
1 Pet. 4:17.
(2 Sam. 7:14;
Rev. 20:12,
note)

w See Rom. 3:23,
note

x Sacrifice (of
Christ): v. 18;
1 Pet. 4:1. (Gen.
3:15; Heb.
10:18, note)

y Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 18; 1 Pet.
4:14. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

2:24
a Sacrifice (of

Christ): v. 24;
1 Pet. 3:18.
(Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note)

b Judgments (the
seven): v. 24;
1 Pet. 3:18.
(2 Sam. 7:14;
Rev. 20:12,
note)

2:25
c Is. 53:5-6

d Ezek. 34:11;
Heb. 13:20

3:1
e vv. 1,5,6; Gen.

3:16; Eph. 5:22

3:3
f Righteousness

(garment): vv. 3-
5; 1 Pet. 5:5.
(Gen. 3:21; Rev.
19:8, note)

3:5
g Sanctification

(NT): v. 5; 1 Pet.
3:15. (Matt. 4:5;
Rev. 22:11,
note)

3:6
h Gen. 18:12

3:7
i Eph. 5:25

j Grace: v. 7;
1 Pet. 5:5. (John
1:14; John 1:17,
note). See 2 Pet.
3:18, note

k Life (eternal): v.
7; 2 Pet. 1:3.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

3:8
l Law (of Christ):

v. 8; 1 John
2:10. (John
13:34; 2 John 5,
note)

3:9
m Matt. 5:44

*2:25 Greek Episkopos *3:8 NU-Text reads
humble. *3:14 Isaiah 8:12 *3:15 NU-Text
reads Christ as Lord. *3:18 NU-Text and 
M-Text read you.

Sarah: princess. The wife of Abraham who conceived
and gave birth to Isaac in her old age. Her name was
changed from Sarai.

2:24 righteousness. See Rom. 10:10, note.
3:5 trusted. Or hoped.
3:19 by whom. This means that Christ preached by the

Holy Spirit through Noah to unsaved people in OT times
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20who formerly were disobedient,

when once the Divine longsuffering
waited* in the days of Noah, while
the ark was being prepared, in
which a few, that is, eight souls,
were saved through water.

21There is also an antitype which
now saves us—baptism (not the re-
moval of the filth of the aflesh, but
the answer of a good conscience to-
ward God), through the bresurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ,

22who has gone into heaven and
is at the right hand of God, cangels
and authorities and powers having
been made subject to Him.

Since Christ has suffered,
why should we not suffer?

4THEREFORE, since Christ dsuf-
fered for us* in the eflesh, arm

yourselves also with the same mind,
for he who has suffered in the flesh
has ceased from fsin,

2that he no longer should live the
rest of his time in the flesh for the
lusts of men, but for the will of God.

3For we have spent enough of our
past lifetime* in doing the will of
the Gentiles—when we walked in
lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revel-
ries, drinking parties, and abom-
inable idolatries.

4In regard to these, they think it
strange that you do not run with
them in the same flood of dissipa-
tion, speaking evil of you.

5They will give an account to Him
who is ready to judge the living and
the dead.

6For this reason the ggospel was
preached also to those who are
dead, that they might be judged ac-
cording to men in the flesh, but
hlive according to God in the spirit.

Christian conduct in the light
of the times in which we live

7But the iend of all things is jat
hand; therefore be serious and
watchful in your prayers.

4:8
k See Rom. 3:23,

note

4:10
l Rom. 12:6-8

m 1 Cor. 4:2

n See 2 Pet. 3:18,
note

4:11
o Eph. 4:29

p 1 Cor. 10:31

4:12
q Test/Tempt: v.

12; 2 Pet. 2:9.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note)

4:13
r James 1:2

s 2 Tim. 2:12

4:14
t Matt. 5:11

u Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 14; 2 Pet.
1:21. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

v Matt. 5:16

4:17
w Judgments (the

seven): v. 17;
2 Pet. 2:4.
(2 Sam. 7:14;
Rev. 20:12,
note)

x Gospel: v. 17;
Jude 3. (Gen.
12:3; Rev. 14:6,
note)

4:18
y See Rom. 10:10,

note

z See Rom. 1:16,
note

aa See Rom.
3:23, note

3:21
a Flesh: v. 21;

2 Pet. 2:10.
(John 8:15; Jude
23, note)

b Resurrection:
vv. 21-22; Rev.
20:5. (2 Kin.
4:35; 1 Cor.
15:52, note)

3:22
c See Heb. 1:4,

note

4:1
d Sacrifice (of

Christ): v. 1;
1 John 1:7.
(Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note)

e Christ (first ad-
vent): v. 1;
1 John 1:1.
(Gen. 3:15; Acts
1:11, note)

f See Rom. 3:23,
note

4:6
g Gospel: v. 6;

1 Pet. 4:17.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
14:6, note)

h Rom. 8:9,13;
Gal. 5:25

4:7
i James 5:8-9

j See Matt. 4:17,
note

8And above all things have fer-
vent love for one another, for “love
will cover a multitude of ksins.”*

9Be hospitable to one another
without grumbling.

10As each one has lreceived a gift,
minister it to one another, as mgood
stewards of the manifold ngrace of
God.

11oIf anyone speaks, let him
speak as the oracles of God. If any-
one ministers, let him do it as with
the ability which God supplies, that
in pall things God may be glorified
through Jesus Christ, to whom be-
long the glory and the dominion for-
ever and ever. Amen.

12Beloved, do not think it strange
concerning the fiery trial which is
to qtry you, as though some strange
thing happened to you;

13but rejoice rto the extent that
you partake of Christ’s sufferings,
that swhen His glory is revealed, you
may also be glad with exceeding joy.

14If you are reproached for the
name of Christ, tblessed are you, for
the uSpirit of glory and of God rests
upon you.* On their part He is blas-
phemed, vbut on your part He is glo-
rified.

15But let none of you suffer as a
murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a
busybody in other people’s matters.

16Yet if anyone suffers as a Chris-
tian, let him not be ashamed, but let
him glorify God in this matter.*

17For the time has come for
w judgment to begin at the house of
God; and if it begins with us first,
what will be the end of those who
do not obey the xgospel of God?

18Now

“If the yrighteous one is scarcely
zsaved,

Where will the ungodly and the
aasinner appear?”*

*3:20 NU-Text and M-Text read when the
longsuffering of God waited patiently.
*4:1 NU-Text omits for us. *4:3 NU-Text reads
time. *4:8 Proverbs 10:12 *4:14 NU-Text
omits the rest of this verse. *4:16 NU-Text reads
name. *4:18 Proverbs 11:31

(compare 1:10–11), their spirits being now in prison. The
theory that the Lord Jesus, after His crucifixion, preached to
the unsaved dead in Hades and gave them a second
chance is not found in Scripture.

4:6 who are dead. That is, it was preached then to
those who are now dead.

4:18 scarcely. That is, with difficulty.

Noah: rest. A righteous, God-fearing man who
obeyed God’s order to build an ark thus saving him-
self, his family and all the living creatures on earth
from a devastating flood.
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Conclusion: Benediction and
Personal Greetings, 5:10–14

10But may* the God of all ngrace,
who called us* to His eternal glory
by Christ Jesus, after you have suf-
fered a while, operfect, establish,
strengthen, and settle you.

11To Him be the glory and the do-
minion forever and ever. Amen.

12By pSilvanus, our faithful broth-
er as I consider him, I have written
to you briefly, exhorting and testify-
ing that this is the true qgrace of
God in which you stand.

13 rShe who is in Babylon, select
together with you, greets you; and
so does Mark my son.

14Greet one another with a kiss
of love. Peace to you all who are in
Christ Jesus. Amen.

19Therefore let those who suffer
according to the will of God acom-
mit their souls to Him in doing
good, as to a faithful Creator.

III. Christian Service in the Light
of the Coming of the Lord, 5:1–9

5THE belders who are among you
I exhort, I who am a fellow el-

der and a cwitness of the sufferings
of Christ, and also a partaker of the
dglory that will be revealed:

2eShepherd the flock of God
which is among you, serving as
overseers, not by compulsion but
willingly,* not for dishonest gain but
eagerly;

3nor as being lords over those en-
trusted to you, but being examples
to the flock;

4and when the Chief fShepherd
appears, you will receive the gcrown
of glory that does not fade away.

5Likewise you younger people,
submit yourselves to your elders.
Yes, hall of you be submissive to one
another, and be iclothed with hu-
mility, for

“God j resists the proud,
But gives kgrace to the

humble.”
6Therefore lhumble yourselves

under the mighty hand of God, that
He may exalt you in due time,

7casting all your care upon Him,
for He cares for you.

8Be sober, be vigilant; because*

your adversary the mdevil walks
about like a roaring lion, seeking
whom he may devour.

9Resist him, steadfast in the faith,
knowing that the same sufferings
are experienced by your brother-
hood in the world.

5:10
n Grace: v. 10;

1 Pet. 5:12.
(John 1:14; John
1:17, note). See
2 Pet. 3:18, note

o See Phil. 3:12,
note

5:12
p 2 Cor. 1:19;

1 Thess. 1:1;
2 Thess. 1:1

q Grace: v. 12;
2 Pet. 1:2. (John
1:14; John 1:17,
note). See 2 Pet.
3:18, note

5:13
r Churches (lo-

cal): v. 13;
3 John 6. (Acts
8:3; Phil. 1:1,
note)

s Election (corpo-
rate): v. 13;
2 Pet. 1:10.
(Deut. 7:6; 1 Pet.
5:13, note)

4:19
a Ps. 37:5-7

5:1
b Elders: vv. 1-4;

2 John 1. (Acts
11:30; Titus 1:5,
note)

c Matt. 26:37

d Rom. 8:17-18

5:2
e Cp. John 21:15-

17

5:4
f Heb. 13:20;

1 Pet. 2:25; cp.
Is. 40:11

g Rewards: v. 4;
2 John 8. (Dan.
12:3; 1 Cor.
3:14, note)

5:5
h Eph. 5:21

i Righteousness
(garment): v. 5;
Rev. 3:4. (Gen.
3:21; Rev. 19:8,
note)

j Prov. 3:34;
James 4:6

k Grace: v. 5;
1 Pet. 5:10.
(John 1:14; John
1:17, note). See
2 Pet. 3:18, note

5:6
l Is. 57:15

5:8
m Satan: vv. 8-9;

1 John 3:8.
(Gen. 3:1; Rev.
20:10, note)

*5:2 NU-Text adds according to God. *5:8 NU-
Text and M-Text omit because. *5:10 NU-Text
reads But the God of all grace . . . will perfect,
establish, strengthen, and settle you. * NU-Text
and M-Text read you.

5:9 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.

5:13 ELECTION, SUMMARY

In both Testaments the Hebrew and Greek words are
rendered “elect,” “election” “choose,” “chosen.” In all
cases they mean, simply, chosen or to choose, and are
used of both human and divine choices.

(1) In the latter use election is:
(a) corporate, as of the nation of Israel, or of the

Church (Is. 45:4; Eph. 1:4); and
(b) individual (1 Pet. 1:2).
(2) Election is according to the foreknowledge of

God (1:2), and wholly by grace, apart from human mer-
it (Rom. 9:11; 11:5–6). And

(3) election proceeds from the divine volition (John
15:16).

Election is, therefore:
(1) the sovereign act of God in grace whereby certain

persons are chosen from among mankind for Himself
(John 15:19); and

(2) the sovereign act of God whereby certain elect
persons are chosen for distinctive service for Him (Luke
6:13; Acts 9:15; 1 Cor. 1:27–28).



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Peter Last Days c. A.D. 66

Background
The Second Epistle of Peter and 2 Timothy have much in common. In both Epistles the writers are awaiting martyrdom
(2 Timothy 4:6; 2 Peter 1:14; compare John 21:18–19); both are joyful in tone; both foresee the departure from the faith
that will culminate during “the last days” (2:1–3:9; 2 Timothy 3). A similar emphasis upon the peril of false teaching is
found in 1 John 4:1–5, in 2 John 7–11, and in Jude.

The thrust of the Epistle is the eloquent and comprehensive denunciation of heresy in doctrine and life (2:1—3:3). But
there are other important matters in the letter also: Peter’s insistence upon the validation of the Christian’s calling and
election by the practice of Christian virtues (1:4–14); his personal recollection of the transfiguration of Christ (1:15–18);
his teaching about the inspired authenticity of prophecy (1:19–21) and the coming of the Lord (3:4–13); and his exhor-
tations to spiritual diligence and steadfastness (3:14–17).

Outline
The Epistle may be divided as follows:

Introduction 1:1–2
I. Great Christian Virtues 1:3–14

A. The Sequence of Spiritual Assets 1:3–7
B. The Value of the Assets 1:8–11
C. Peter’s Personal Appeal as He Faces Death 1:12–14

II. The Transfiguration Recalled 1:15–18
III. Prophetic Scriptures Exalted 1:19–21
IV. Warnings Concerning False Teachers 2:1—3:3

A. The Prediction About False Teachers 2:1–3
B. The Fate of Disobedient Angels 2:4–5
C. The Fate of Sodom and Gomorrah 2:6–9
D. Anti-authoritarian Nature of False Teachers 2:10–12
E. Infiltration by False Teachers 2:13–14
F. Marks of False Teachers 2:15–22

1. Like Balaam 2:15–16
2. Destitute of Spiritual Life 2:17
3. Use Learned and Pretentious Words 2:18
4. Pervert Christian Liberty 2:19–21
5. Turn Away from the Faith 2:22

G. The Reason for the Epistle 3:1–3
V. The Second Coming of Christ and the Day of the Lord 3:4–16

A. The Return of the Lord to Be Generally Disbelieved 3:4–9
B. The Purging of the Heavens and the Earth 3:10–16

Conclusion 3:17–18

THE SECOND EPISTLE OF

P E T E R
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12For this reason I will not be

negligent to nremind you always of
these things, though you know and
are established in the present truth.

13Yes, I think it is right, as long as
I am in this tent, oto stir you up by
reminding you,

14pknowing that shortly I must
qput off my tent, just as our Lord
Jesus Christ rshowed me.

II. The Transfiguration
Recalled, 1:15–18

15Moreover I will be careful to en-
sure that you always have a reminder
of these things after my decease.

16For we did not follow cunningly
devised s fables when we made
known to you the tpower and ucom-
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ, but
were veyewitnesses of His majesty.

17For He received from God the
Father honor and glory when such a
voice came to Him from the Excel-
lent Glory: “This is My beloved Son,
in whom I am well pleased.”

18And we heard this voice which
came from heaven when we were
with Him on the wholy mountain.

III. Prophetic Scriptures
Exalted, 1:19–21

19And so we have the prophetic
word confirmed,* which you do
well to heed as a xlight that shines
in a dark place, yuntil the day dawns
and the morning zstar rises in your
aahearts;

20knowing this first, that no
prophecy of Scripture is of any pri-
vate interpretation,*

21for prophecy never came by the
will of man, but bbholy men of God*

spoke ccas they were moved by the
Holy ddSpirit.

Introduction, 1:1–2

1SIMON Peter, a bondservant
and aapostle of Jesus Christ,

To those who have obtained like
precious faith with us by the brigh-
teousness of our God and cSavior
Jesus Christ:

2dGrace and peace be multiplied
to you in the knowledge of God and
of Jesus our Lord,

I. Great Christian Virtues, 1:3–14
3as His edivine power has given

to us all things that pertain to flife
and godliness, through the knowl-
edge of Him who called us by glory
and virtue,

4gby which have been given to us
exceedingly great and precious
promises, that through these you
may be partakers of the divine na-
ture, having hescaped the corruption
that is in the world through lust.

5But also for this very reason, giv-
ing all diligence, add to your faith
virtue, to virtue knowledge,

6to knowledge self-control, to self-
control perseverance, to persever-
ance godliness,

7to godliness brotherly kindness,
and to brotherly kindness love.

8For if these things are yours and
abound, you will be neither barren
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

9For he who lacks these things is
ishortsighted, even to blindness,
and has forgotten that he was
cleansed from his old jsins.

10Therefore, brethren, be even
more diligent to make your call and
kelection lsure, mfor if you do these
things you will never stumble;

11for so an entrance will be sup-
plied to you abundantly into the
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.

1:12
n Cp. 2 Tim. 2:14

1:13
o 2 Pet. 3:1

1:14
p Cp. 2 Tim. 4:6

q Death (physi-
cal): vv. 13-14;
Rev. 6:9. (Gen.
2:17; Heb. 9:27,
note)

r Cp. John 21:18-
19

1:16
s Cp. 2 Cor. 4:2;

1 Tim. 1:4

t Matt. 28:18;
Eph. 1:19-22

u 1 Pet. 5:4

v Matt. 17:1-5;
Luke 1:2

1:18
w Sanctification

(NT): v. 18;
2 Pet. 1:21.
(Matt. 4:5; Rev.
22:11, note)

1:19
x John 1:4-5,9;

cp. Ps. 119:105

y Prov. 4:18

z Rev. 2:28; 22:16

aa 2 Cor. 4:5-7

1:21
bb Sanctification

(NT): v. 21;
Jude 20.
(Matt. 4:5;
Rev. 22:11,
note)

cc Inspiration:
vv. 20-21;
Rev. 1:1. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

dd Holy Spirit
(NT): v. 21;
1 John 3:24.
(Matt. 1:18;
Acts 2:4,
note)

1:1
a Gal. 2:8

b See Rom. 3:21,
note

c See Rom. 1:16,
note

1:2
d Grace: v. 2;

2 Pet. 3:18.
(John 1:14; John
1:17, note)

1:3
e 1 Pet. 1:5

f Life (eternal): v.
3; 1 John 1:2.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

1:4
g 2 Cor. 1:20

h Cp. 2 Pet. 2:18-
20

1:9
i 1 John 2:9-11

j See Rom. 3:23,
note

1:10
k Election (person-

al): v. 10; 2 John
1. (Deut. 7:6;
1 Pet. 5:13,
note)

l 2 Cor. 13:5

m Cp. 1 John 3:19

*1:19 Or We also have the more sure prophetic
word. *1:20 Or origin *1:21 NU-Text reads
but men spoke from God.

1:1 bondservant. Or slave.

Peter: rock. One of the twelve disciples of Jesus. He
believed Jesus was the Messiah, but denied even
knowing Christ the night of His arrest. Later he be-
came a major leader in the early Christian church.

1:3 by glory. Or by his own.
1:4 world. Greek kosmos. See Rev. 13:8, note.
1:5 add to your faith. Literally in your faith provide virtue.

1:8 barren. Literally idle.
1:13,14 tent. That is, body.
1:18 holy. Where the reference is to inanimate things

rather than persons the meaning of “holy,” “sacred,” “sanc-
tified,” or “consecrated” is, simply, set apart for the use of
God, or rendered sacred by the divine Presence.

1:20 any private interpretation. Some suggest the basic
meaning is that no prophecy is isolated from what Scrip-
ture states elsewhere; that is, all prophecies cohere.



1700 2 PETER 2:1–15
IV. Warnings Concerning False

Teachers, 2:1—3:3

They will deny redemption by blood

2BUT there were also false proph-
ets among the people, even as

there will be afalse teachers among
you, who will secretly bring in de-
structive heresies, even denying the
Lord who bought them, and bring
on themselves swift destruction.

2And many will follow their de-
structive ways, because of whom
the way of truth will be blasphemed.

3By covetousness they will ex-
ploit you with deceptive words; for
a long time their judgment has not
been idle, and their destruction
does* not slumber.

4For if God did bnot spare the an-
gels who sinned, but cast them
down to hell and delivered them
into chains of darkness, to be re-
served for judgment;

5and did not spare the ancient
world, but saved Noah, one of eight
people, a preacher of crighteous-
ness, bringing in the flood on the
world of the ungodly;

6and turning the cities of dSodom
and Gomorrah into ashes, con-
demned them to destruction, mak-
ing them an example to those who
afterward would live ungodly;

7and delivered righteous Lot, who

2:8
e Righteousness

(OT): v. 8. (Gen.
6:9; Luke 2:25,
note)

2:9
f Assurance/secu-

rity: v. 9; 1 John
2:2. (Ps. 23:1;
Jude 1, note)

g Ps. 34:15-19;
1 Cor. 10:13

h Test/Tempt: v.
9; 2 Pet. 3:17.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note)

i Day (of judg-
ment): v. 9;
2 Pet. 3:7. (Matt.
10:15; Rev.
20:11, note)

2:10
j Flesh: v. 10;

2 Pet. 2:18.
(John 8:15; Jude
23, note)

k Jude 8

2:12
l Jude 10

2:14
m See Rom. 3:23,

note

2:15
n Apostasy: vv. 1-

22; 1 John 4:5.
(Luke 18:8;
2 Tim. 3:1, note)

2:1
a Matt. 24:5,24;

1 Tim. 4:2

2:4
b Judgments (the

seven): v. 4;
Jude 6. (2 Sam.
7:14; Rev.
20:12, note)

2:5
c Righteousness

(OT): v. 5; 2 Pet.
2:8. (Gen. 6:9;
Luke 2:25, note)

2:6
d Gen. 19:1-26

was oppressed by the filthy conduct
of the wicked

8(for that erighteous man,
dwelling among them, tormented
his erighteous soul from day to day
by seeing and hearing their lawless
deeds)—

9then the Lord fknows how to
gdeliver the godly out of htempta-
tions and to reserve the unjust un-
der punishment for the iday of judg-
ment,

10and especially those who walk
according to the jflesh in the lust of
uncleanness and kdespise authority.
They are presumptuous, self-willed.
They are not afraid to speak evil of
dignitaries,

11whereas angels, who are
greater in power and might, do not
bring a reviling accusation against
them before the Lord.

12But these, like lnatural brute
beasts made to be caught and de-
stroyed, speak evil of the things
they do not understand, and will ut-
terly perish in their own corruption,

13and will receive the wages of
unrighteousness, as those who
count it pleasure to carouse in the
daytime. They are spots and blem-
ishes, carousing in their own decep-
tions while they feast with you,

14having eyes full of adultery and
that cannot cease from msin, entic-
ing unstable souls. They have a
heart trained in covetous practices,
and are accursed children.

The marks of the false teachers

(a) They are like Balaam
15They have nforsaken the right

way and gone astray, following the
*2:3 M-Text reads will not.

2:4 hell. Greek Tartaros, the Greek nether world, com-
parable to Hades.

2:5 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.

Noah: rest. A righteous, God-fearing man who
obeyed God’s order to build an ark thus saving him-
self, his family and all the living creatures on earth
from a devastating flood.

Sodom and Gomorrah: burning. Cities located in the
Valley of Siddim known for their extreme wickedness
and destroyed by God with fire and brimstone. Only
Lot and his family survived the destruction.

1:19 FULFILLED PROPHECY

Prophecy is “confirmed” by fulfillment in part. Fulfilled
prophecy is a proof of inspiration because the Scripture
predictions of future events were uttered so long before
the events took place that no mere human sagacity or
foresight could have anticipated them, and these pre-
dictions are so detailed, minute, and specific as to ex-
clude the possibility that they were simply fortunate
guesses. Hundreds of predictions concerning Israel, the
land of Canaan, Babylon, Assyria, Egypt, and numerous
personages—so ancient, so singular, so seemingly im-
probable, as well as so detailed and definite that no
mortal could have anticipated them—have been ful-
filled by natural elements and by men who were igno-
rant of them, or who utterly disbelieved them, or who
struggled with frantic desperation to avoid their fulfill-
ment. It is certain, therefore, that the Scriptures which
contain them are inspired. “For prophecy never came
by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they
were moved by the Holy Spirit” (v. 21).



2 PETER 2:16—3:9 1701
The reason for the epistle

3BELOVED, I now write to you
this second epistle (in both of

which I lstir up your pure minds by
way of reminder),

2that you may be mindful of the
words mwhich were spoken before
by the holy prophets, and of the
commandment of us,* the apostles
of the Lord and nSavior,

3knowing this first: that oscoffers
will come in the last days, walking
according to their own lusts,

V. The Second Coming of Christ
and the Day of the Lord, 3:4–16

(1) The return of the Lord
to be generally disbelieved

4and saying, “Where is the prom-
ise of His pcoming? For since the fa-
thers fell asleep, all things continue
as they were from the beginning of
qcreation.”

5For this they willfully forget: that
rby the word of God the heavens
were of old, and the earth standing
out of water and in the water,

6by which the world that then ex-
isted sperished, being flooded with
water.

7But the heavens and the earth
which are now preserved by the
same word, are reserved for fire un-
til the tday of judgment and perdi-
tion of ungodly men.

8But, beloved, do not forget this
one thing, that with the Lord one
day is as a thousand years, and a
uthousand years as one day.

9The Lord is not vslack concern-
ing His promise, as some count
slackness, but is wlongsuffering to-
ward us,* not willing that any
should perish but that all xshould
come to yrepentance.

way of aBalaam the son of Beor,
who loved the wages of unrigh-
teousness;

16but he was rebuked for his iniq-
uity: a dumb donkey speaking with
a man’s voice restrained the mad-
ness of the prophet.

(b) They are destitute of the Spirit
(cp. John 4:14; 7:37–39; Rom. 8:9)
17These are wells without water,

bclouds* carried by a tempest, for
whom is creserved the blackness of
darkness forever.*

(c) Their words are learned
and pretentious (cp. 1 Cor. 2:1–5)
18For when they speak great

dswelling words of emptiness, they
allure through the lusts of the
eflesh, through lewdness, the ones
who have actually escaped* from
those who live in error.

(d) They pervert Christian liberty
19While they promise them liber-

ty, they themselves are fslaves of
corruption; gfor by whom a person
is overcome, by him also he is
brought into bondage.

20For if, after they have escaped
the pollutions of the world through
the knowledge of the Lord and hSav-
ior Jesus Christ, they are iagain en-
tangled in them and overcome, the
latter end is worse for them than
the beginning.

21For it would have been jbetter
for them not to have known the
way of righteousness, than having
known it, to turn from the holy
commandment delivered to them.

(e) They turn away from the faith
22But it has happened to them ac-

cording to the true kproverb: “A dog
returns to his own vomit,” and, “a
sow, having washed, to her wallow-
ing in the mire.”

3:1
l 2 Pet. 1:13

3:2
m 2 Pet. 1:21

n See Rom. 1:16,
note

3:3
o Cp. Jude 10,18

3:4
p Christ (second

advent): v. 4;
1 John 2:28.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

q Gen. 6:1-7

3:5
r Gen. 1:6-9

3:6
s Gen. 7:21-23;

Matt. 24:37-39;
Luke 17:26-27;
2 Pet. 2:5

3:7
t Day (of judg-

ment): v. 7;
1 John 4:17.
(Matt. 10:15;
Rev. 20:11,
note)

3:8
u Ps. 90:4

3:9
v Cp. Hab. 2:3

w Ps. 86:15; Is.
30:18

x Matt. 20:28;
1 Tim. 2:4

y Repentance: v.
9; Rev. 2:5.
(Matt. 3:2; Acts
17:30, note)

2:15
a Num. 22:1-41

2:17
b Jude 12

c Jude 13

2:18
d Cp. Jude 18

e Flesh: v. 18;
1 John 2:16.
(John 8:15; Jude
23, note)

2:19
f Prov. 5:22

g John 8:34; Rom.
6:16

2:20
h See Rom. 1:16,

note

i Luke 11:26;
Heb. 6:4-6

2:21
j Cp. Matt. 11:23-

24; Luke 12:47-
48

2:22
k Prov. 26:11

*2:17 NU-Text reads and mists. * NU-Text
omits forever. *2:18 NU-Text reads are barely
escaping. *3:2 NU-Text and M-Text read
commandment of the apostles of your Lord and
Savior or commandment of your apostles of the
Lord and Savior. *3:9 NU-Text reads you.

2:15 Balaam (see Num. 22:5, refs.) was the typical
hireling prophet, anxious to make a market of his gift. This
is the “way of Balaam.” See the “error of Balaam,” Jude 11,
note; and the “doctrine of Balaam,” Rev. 2:14, note.

Balaam: destruction. A prophet hired by the king of
Moab to curse Israel.

2:20 world. Greek kosmos. See Rev. 13:8, note.
3:2 of us. Literally of the Lord and Savior by our apostles.
3:6 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
3:7 perdition. Literally destruction.
3:9 willing. Or desiring. Three aspects of the will of

God may be observed in Scripture:
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(2) The purging of the heavens

and the earth
10But the aday of the Lord will

come bas a thief in the night, in
which the cheavens will pass away
with a great noise, and the elements
will melt with fervent heat; both
the earth and the works that are in
it will be burned up.*

11Therefore, since all these things
will be dissolved, what manner of
persons ought you to be in holy
conduct and godliness,

12dlooking for and hastening the
coming of the day of God, because
of which the heavens will be dis-
solved, being on fire, and the ele-
ments will melt with fervent heat?

13Nevertheless we, according to
His epromise, look for fnew heavens
and a fnew earth in which grigh-
teousness dwells.

14Therefore, beloved, looking for-
ward to these things, be diligent to
be found by Him in peace, without
spot and hblameless;

15and consider that the ilongsuf-

3:15
j See Rom. 1:16,

note

3:16
k e.g. Rom. 8:19;

1 Cor. 15:24;
2 Thess. 1:10

l 2 Tim. 3:16

3:17
m Cp. John 16:4

n Test/Tempt: v.
17; Rev. 2:10.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note)

3:18
o Grace: v. 18;

2 John 3. (John
1:14; John 1:17,
note)

3:10
a Day (of the

LORD): vv. 10-
13; Jude 6. (Ps.
2:9; Rev. 19:19,
note)

b Matt. 24:42;
1 Thess. 5:2;
Rev. 16:15

c Gen. 1:6-8; Ps.
102:25-26; Is.
51:6; Rev. 20:11

3:12
d 1 Cor. 1:7-8;

Titus 2:13-15

3:13
e Is. 65:17

f Rev. 21:1

g See 1 John 3:7,
note

3:14
h 1 Cor. 1:8;

1 Thess. 5:23

3:15
i Ps. 86:15; Rom.

2:4

fering of our Lord is jsalvation—as
also our beloved brother Paul, ac-
cording to the wisdom given to him,
has written to you,

16as also in all his kepistles,
speaking in them of these things, in
which are some things hard to un-
derstand, which untaught and un-
stable people twist to their own de-
struction, as they do also the lrest of
the Scriptures.

Conclusion: Exhortation
and Benediction, 3:17–18

17You therefore, beloved, since
you know this mbeforehand, beware
n lest you also fall from your own
steadfastness, being led away with
the error of the wicked;

18but grow in the ograce and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory
both now and forever. Amen.

*3:10 NU-Text reads laid bare (literally found ).

(1) the sovereign will of God (Is. 46:9–11; Dan. 4:17,35;
Heb. 2:4; Rev. 17:17);

(2) the moral will of God, that is, His moral law (Mark
3:35; Eph. 6:6; Heb. 13:21); and

(3) the desires of God coming from His heart of love
(Ezek. 33:11; Matt. 23:37; 2 Pet. 3:9).

The sovereign will of God is certain of complete fulfill-
ment, but the moral law is disobeyed by men, and the de-
sires of God are fulfilled only to the extent that they are in-
cluded in His sovereign will. God does not desire that any
should perish, but it is clear that many will not be saved
(Rev. 21:8).

3:10 in the night. This refers to the close of the Day of
the Lord at the end of the millennium, when the destruc-
tion of the heavens and the earth ends the Day of the Lord
(Rev. 20:11; 21:1).

3:13,14 look for. Literally wait for.

3:18 GRACE (IMPARTED), 
SUMMARY

See Grace, John 1:17, note. Grace is the method of di-
vine dealing in salvation and in the believer’s life and
service. As saved, he is “not under law but under grace”
(Rom. 6:14). Having by grace brought the Christian into
the highest conceivable position (Eph. 1:6), God cease-
lessly works through grace, to impart to and perfect in
him corresponding graces (John 15:4–5; Gal. 5:22–23).
Grace, therefore, stands connected with service (Rom.
12:6; 15:15–16; 1 Cor. 1:3–7; 3:10; 15:10; 2 Cor.
12:9–10; Gal. 2:9; Eph. 3:7–8; 4:7; Phil. 1:7; 2 Tim.
2:1–2; 1 Pet. 4:10); with Christian growth (2 Cor. 1:12;
Eph. 4:29; Col. 3:16; 4:6; 2 Thess. 1:12; Heb. 4:16;
12:28–29; 13:9; James 4:6; 1 Pet. 1:2; 3:7; 5:5,10;
2 Pet. 3:18; Jude 4); and with giving (2 Cor. 4:15;
8:1,6–7,19; 9:14).



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
John Fellowship c. A.D. 90–95

Background
The First Epistle of John, by the witness of internal evidence and comparison with the Gospel of John, was clearly writ-
ten by the Apostle John. It is a family letter from the Father to His “little children” who are in the world. With the possi-
ble exception of the Song of Solomon, it is the most intimate of the inspired writings. The sin of a Christian is treated as
a child’s offense against his Father, and is dealt with as a family matter (1:9; 2:1). The moral government of the universe
is not in question. The child’s sin as an offense against the law has been met in the cross, and “Jesus Christ the righteous”
is now the “Advocate with the Father.” John’s Gospel leads across the threshold of the Father’s house; his First Epistle
makes us at home there. A tender word is used for “children” (from Greek teknia), a diminutive meaning little children,
born-ones as, e.g. the Scottish “bairns.” Whereas Paul is occupied with the Christian’s public position as a son, John has
in mind the believer’s nearness as one born of the Father.

Outline
First John may be divided as follows:

Introduction 1:1–2
I. Little Children and Fellowship 1:3—2:11

A. Fellowship with the Father and Son 1:3–4
B. The Conditions of Fellowship 1:5—2:11

1. Position in the Light 1:5–7
2. Recognition of Indwelling Sin 1:8
3. Sins Confessed, Forgiven and Cleansed 1:9–10
4. Maintaining of Fellowship by Christ’s Advocacy 2:1–2
5. Recognition of God’s Holiness 2:3–11

II. Little Children and Their Enemies 2:12–27
A. The Family Addressed 2:12–14
B. Danger of Loving the World 2:15–17
C. Warning Against Apostates 2:18–27

III. Little Children and the Lord’s Return 2:28—3:3
A. Purity Exhorted 2:28–29
B. Future Conformity to Christ 3:1–3

IV. Little Children Contrasted with Children of Satan 3:4–24
A. Distinguishing Characteristics of the Two Groups 3:4–12
B. Primacy of Love 3:13–24

V. Little Children and False Teachers 4:1–6
A. Command to Test Spirits 4:1
B. Marks of False Teachers 4:2–6

VI. Little Children Assured and Warned 4:7—5:19
A. Basis of Love: God’s Act 4:7–10
B. God’s Indwelling Love Demonstrated 4:11–21
C. Faith as the Overcoming Principle 5:1–8
D. Assurance of Salvation 5:9–15
E. Sober Warnings 5:16–19

Conclusion 5:20–21

THE FIRST EPISTLE OF

J O H N



1704 1 JOHN 1:1—2:6
Introduction: the Incarnate Word,

1:1–2

Fellowship made possible

1THAT which awas bfrom the be-
ginning, which we have cheard,

which we have dseen with our eyes,
which we have elooked upon, and
our hands have fhandled, concern-
ing the gWord of life—

2the life was hmanifested, and we
have seen, and bear witness, and
declare to you that ieternal life
which was jwith the Father and was
manifested to us—

I. Little Children and Fellowship,
1:3—2:11

(1) Fellowship is with the Father
and the Son

3that which we have seen and
heard we declare to you, that you
also may have fellowship with us;
and truly our fellowship is kwith the
Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.

4And these things we write to
you that your* l joy may be full.

(2) The conditions of fellowship

(a) Their position in the light
5This is the message which we

have heard from Him and declare to
you, that God is mlight and in Him
is no darkness at all.

6If we nsay that we have fellow-
ship with Him, and walk in dark-
ness, we lie and do not practice the
truth.

7But if we owalk in the plight as
He is in the light, we have fellow-
ship with one another, and the

1:9
r Prov. 28:13; cp.

Ps. 32:5

s Rom. 3:24-26

t Forgiveness: v.
9; 1 John 2:12.
(Lev. 4:20; Matt.
26:28, note)

1:10
u 1 John 5:10; cp.

John 3:33

2:1
v See Rom. 3:23,

note

2:2
w See Rom. 3:25,

note

x See Rom. 3:23,
note

y Assurance/secu-
rity: vv. 1-2;
1 John 3:2. (Ps.
23:1; Jude 1,
note)

2:4
z Rom. 3:4

2:5
aa Cp. John

14:23; Col.
3:16

bb See Matt.
5:48, note

2:6
cc John 13:15;

1 Pet. 2:21

1:1
a Christ (first ad-

vent): vv. 1-3;
1 John 4:2.
(Gen. 3:15; Acts
1:11, note)

b John 1:1; 1 John
2:13

c Cp. John 5:24;
Acts 4:20

d Luke 1:2; John
1:14; 19:35

e 2 Pet. 1:16-17

f Luke 24:39;
John 20:27

g John 1:1,14

1:2
h Rom. 16:26;

1 Tim. 3:16

i Life (eternal): vv.
1-2; 1 John
2:25. (Matt.
7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

j John 1:1,18;
16:28

1:3
k John 17:21;

1 Cor. 1:9;
1 John 2:24

1:4
l John 15:11;

16:24; 1 Pet. 1:8

1:5
m 1 Tim. 6:16

1:6
n 1 John 2:9-11

1:7
o Is. 2:5

p See Ex. 27:20,
note

q Sacrifice (of
Christ): v. 7;
Rev. 1:5. (Gen.
3:15; Heb.
10:18, note)

qblood of Jesus Christ His Son
cleanses us from all sin.

(b) The recognition of indwelling
sin (see 1 Cor. 11:31, note)

8If we say that we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us.

(c) Sins confessed, forgiven,
and cleansed

9If we rconfess our sins, He is
sfaithful and just to tforgive us our
sins and to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness.

10If we say that we have not
sinned, we umake Him a liar, and
His word is not in us.

(d) Fellowship maintained by
Christ’s advocacy

2MY little children, these things I
write to you, so that you may

not sin. And if anyone vsins, we
have an Advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous.

2And He Himself is the wpropitia-
tion for our xsins, and not for ours
only ybut also for the whole world.

(e) Recognition of God’s holiness
3Now by this we know that we

know Him, if we keep His com-
mandments.

4He who says, “I know Him,” and
does not keep His commandments,
is a zliar, and the truth is not in him.

5But whoever aakeeps His word,
truly the love of God is bbperfected
in him. By this we know that we
are in Him.

6He who says he abides in Him
ccought himself also to walk just as
He walked.
*1:4 NU-Text and M-Text read our.

1:9 just. Or righteous.
2:1 Advocate. Greek paraklētos, rendered Helper in

John 14:16. This is the advocacy of Jesus Christ for sinning
believers which He carries on with the Father whereby,
because of the eternal efficacy of Christ’s sacrifice, He re-
stores them to fellowship. Compare Ps. 23:3; see John
13:10, note.

2:2 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
2:3 commandments. John uses “commandments” (1) in

the general sense of the divine will, however revealed—
”His word” (v. 5); and (2) especially of the law of Christ
(Gal. 6:2; 2 John 5). See also John 15:10–12.

1:7 WALKING IN THE LIGHT

Walking in the light is explained in vv. 8–10; Eph. 5:13.
Through the Word of God the indwelling Holy Spirit
shows the Christian that he

(1) still possesses an old nature (v. 8), and
(2) needs the forgiveness of his sins (vv. 9–10).
The blood of Christ is the divine provision for both

(see Advocacy, 2:1, note). To walk in the light is to live
in fellowship with the Father and the Son. Sin interrupts
fellowship but cannot change relationship. Confession
restores fellowship and immediate confession keeps the
fellowship unbroken.
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The children must not love the world

15Do onot love the world or the
things in the world. pIf anyone
loves the world, the love of the Fa-
ther is not in him.

16For all that is in the world—the
lust of the q flesh, the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life—is not of
the Father but is of the world.

17And the world is passing away,
and the lust of it; but he who does
the will of God abides forever.

The children warned against apostates
18Little children, it is the r last

hour; and as you have heard that
the* sAntichrist is coming, even
now many antichrists have come,
by which we know that it is the
tlast hour.

19They went out from us, but
they were not of us; for if they had
been of us, they would have contin-
ued with us; but they went out uthat
they might be made manifest, that
vnone of them were of us.

20But you have an wanointing
from the Holy One, and you xknow
all things.*

21I have not written to you be-
cause you do not know the truth,
but ybecause you know it, and that
no lie is of the truth.

22Who is a liar but he who denies
that zJesus is the Christ? He is aaan-
tichrist who denies the Father and
the Son.

23Whoever bbdenies the Son does
not have the ccFather either; he
who acknowledges the Son has the
Father also.

24Therefore let that abide in you
which you heard from the begin-
ning. If what you heard from the be-
ginning abides in you, you also will
ddabide in the Son and in the Father.

25And this is the eepromise that
He has promised us—ffeternal life.

26These things I have written to
you concerning those who try to de-
ceive you.

7Brethren,* aI write no new com-
mandment to you, but an old com-
mandment which you have had
bfrom the beginning. The cold com-
mandment is the word which you
heard from the beginning.*

8Again, a dnew commandment I
write to you, which thing is true in
Him and in you, because the dark-
ness is passing away, and the etrue
light is already shining.

9He who fsays he is in the light,
and hates his brother, is in darkness
until now.

10He who g loves his brother
abides in the light, and there is no
cause for stumbling in him.

11But he who hhates his brother
is in darkness and iwalks in dark-
ness, and does not know where he
is going, because the darkness has
blinded his eyes.

II. Little Children and Their
Enemies, 2:12–27

The family addressed
12 I write to you, little children,

Because your jsins are
kforgiven you for His
name’s sake.

13 I write to you, fathers,
Because you have known

Him who is lfrom the
beginning.

I write to you, young men,
Because you have movercome

the wicked one.
I write to you, little children,

Because you have nknown
the Father.

14 I have written to you, fathers,
Because you have known

Him who is from the
beginning.

I have written to you, young
men,

Because you are strong, and
the word of God abides in
you,

And you have overcome the
wicked one.

2:15
o Rom. 12:2; Gal.

1:4

p Matt. 6:24;
James 4:4; cp.
Gal. 1:10

2:16
q Flesh: v. 16;

Jude 23. (John
8:15; Jude 23,
note)

2:18
r 1 Pet. 4:7

s Antichrist: v. 18;
1 John 2:22.
(Matt. 24:5; Rev.
13:11, note)

t 1 Pet. 4:7

2:19
u Cp. 1 Cor.

11:19

v Cp. John 10:27-
29

2:20
w 2 Cor. 1:21

x 1 Cor. 2:15-16

2:21
y Cp. 2 Pet. 3:1;

Jude 5

2:22
z 1 John 4:3

aa Antichrist: v.
22; 1 John
4:3. (Matt.
24:5; Rev.
13:11, note)

2:23
bb Cp. John

14:9-11

cc John 5:23

2:24
dd John 15:5;

Col. 1:23;
2 John 9

2:25
ee John 3:14-16;

17:2-3

ff Life (eternal):
v. 25; 1 John
3:15. (Matt.
7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

2:7
a Cp. 2 John 5

b 1 John 3:11

c Cp. John 15:10

2:8
d John 15:12

e John 1:9; 8:12;
12:35

2:9
f v. 4; 1 John 3:14

2:10
g Law (of Christ):

v. 10; 1 John
3:11. (John
13:34; 2 John 5,
note)

2:11
h 1 John 3:15;

4:20

i John 12:35; cp.
2 Pet. 1:9

2:12
j See Rom. 3:23,

note

k Forgiveness: v.
12. (Lev. 4:20;
Matt. 26:28,
note)

2:13
l 1 John 1:1; Rev.

22:13

m Cp. Eph. 6:11;
Heb. 2:14;
1 John 4:4

n Rom. 8:15-17;
Gal. 4:6

*2:7 NU-Text reads Beloved. * NU-Text omits
from the beginning. *2:18 NU-Text omits the.
*2:20 NU-Text reads you all know.

2:13 little children. A general term for all children.
2:15 world. Greek kosmos. See Rev. 13:8, note.
2:19 went out from us. That is, doctrinally. Doubtless

then, as now, the deniers of the Son (vv. 22–23) called

themselves Christians. Compare 2 Tim. 1:15.
2:22 a. Literally the.
2:26 deceive you. Literally cause you to wander, that

is, lead you astray.
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27But the aanointing which you

have received from Him abides in
you, and you do not need that any-
one teach you; but as the same
anointing teaches you concerning
all things, and is true, and is not a
lie, and just as it has taught you, you
will* abide in Him.

III. Little Children and the Lord’s
Return, 2:28—3:3

Purity exhorted
28And now, blittle children, abide

in Him, that when* He cappears, we
may have dconfidence and not be
ashamed before Him at His coming.

29If you know that He is righ-
teous, you know that everyone who
practices erighteousness is born of
Him.

3BEHOLD fwhat manner of love
the Father has bestowed on us,

that we should be called children of
God!* Therefore the world does
gnot know us,* because it did not
know Him.

2Beloved, now we are children of
God; and it has not yet been re-
vealed what we shall be, but we
hknow that when He is irevealed,
jwe shall be like Him, for we shall
see Him as He kis.

3And everyone who has this hope
in Him purifies himself, just as He is
pure.

IV. Little Children Contrasted
with Children of Satan, 3:4–24

Their distinguishing characteristics
4Whoever commits lsin also com-

mits lawlessness, and sin is lawless-
ness.

5And you know that He was man-
ifested to mtake away our nsins, and
oin Him there is no sin.

3:8
r Satan: v. 8;

1 John 3:10.
(Gen. 3:1; Rev.
20:10, note)

s Heb. 2:14

3:9
t John 3:3-6;

1 John 5:18

3:10
u Satan: v. 10;

Jude 9. (Gen.
3:1; Rev. 20:10,
note)

v See v. 7, note

3:11
w John 13:34;

1 John 1:5; 2:7-
11; 3:23; 4:7-12

x Law (of Christ):
v. 11; 1 John
3:14. (John
13:34; 2 John 5,
note)

3:12
y Gen. 4:8

3:13
z John 15:18-21

3:14
aa Law (of

Christ): v. 14;
1 John 3:16.
(John 13:34;
2 John 5, note)

3:15
bb Life (eternal):

vv. 14-15;
1 John 5:11.
(Matt. 7:14;
Rev. 22:19,
note)

3:16
cc Law (of

Christ): v. 16;
1 John 3:17.
(John 13:34;
2 John 5,
note)

dd John 15:13;
Gal. 2:20

ee Cp. Rom.
16:4

2:27
a v. 20; John

14:26; 16:13

2:28
b As in 2:1,12

c Christ (second
advent): v. 28;
1 John 3:2.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

d 1 John 3:21;
4:17

2:29
e See 3:7, note

3:1
f Eph. 2:4-7;

1 John 4:10

g Cp. John 15:18-
20

3:2
h Assurance/secu-

rity: v. 2; Jude 1.
(Ps. 23:1; Jude
1, note)

i Christ (second
advent): vv. 2-3;
Jude 14. (Deut.
30:3; Acts 1:11,
note)

j Rom. 8:29;
1 Cor. 15:49;
Phil. 3:21

k Cp. 1 Cor.
13:10-12

3:4
l See Rom. 3:23,

note

3:5
m John 1:29;

2 Cor. 5:21;
Heb. 9:26

n See Rom. 3:23,
note

o Heb. 7:26;
1 Pet. 1:19

3:7
p As in 2:1,12

3:8
q See Rom. 3:23,

note

6Whoever abides in Him does not
sin. Whoever sins has neither seen
Him nor known Him.

7pLittle children, let no one de-
ceive you. He who practices righ-
teousness is righteous, just as He is
righteous.

8He who qsins is of the rdevil, for
the devil has sinned from the begin-
ning. For this purpose the Son of
God was manifested, sthat He might
destroy the works of the rdevil.

9Whoever has been tborn of God
does not sin, for His seed remains in
him; and he cannot sin, because he
has been born of God.

10In this the children of God and
the children of the udevil are mani-
fest: Whoever does not practice
vrighteousness is not of God, nor is
he who does not love his brother.

11For this is the wmessage that
you heard from the beginning, that
we should xlove one another,

12not as yCain who was of the
wicked one and murdered his
brother. And why did he murder
him? Because his works were evil
and his brother’s righteous.

13Do not marvel, my brethren, if
the world zhates you.

14We know that we have passed
from death to life, because we aalove
the brethren. He who does not love
his brother* abides in death.

15Whoever hates his brother is a
murderer, and you know that no
murderer has bbeternal life abiding
in him.

16By this we know cc love, ddbe-
cause He laid down His life for us.
And we also ought to ee lay down
our lives for the brethren.

17But whoever has this world’s
*2:27 NU-Text reads you abide. *2:28 NU-Text
reads if. *3:1 NU-Text adds And we are.
* M-Text reads you. *3:14 NU-Text omits his
brother.

3:1 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
3:4 commits. Here and in similar places in this Epistle

the Greek verb has the force of a continuous present tense
(compare 3:6,9; 5:18) and thus denotes a person’s habitual
attitude toward sin as expressed in his practice or non-
practice of it. John is not speaking of a state of perfection in
which it is impossible for a Christian ever to sin; but he is
stressing the fact that a Christian cannot keep on practicing
sin, because he is born of God.

3:7 Righteousness here, and in the passages having

marginal reference to this verse, means the righteous life
which is the result of salvation through Christ. By God’s
grace the Christian does righteously because he has been
made righteous (Rom. 3:22; see Rom. 10:3, note).

Cain: possession. The first-born son of Adam and Eve
who was a farmer. He killed his brother Abel when
Abel’s meat offering was accepted by God and Cain’s
produce offering was rejected.

3:13 world. Greek kosmos. See Rev. 13:8, note.
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and have overcome them, because
He who is in you is ngreater than
ohe who is in the world.

(b) Erroneous attitude
toward world

5pThey are of the world. There-
fore they speak as of the world, and
qthe world hears them.

6We are of God. He who knows
God hears us; he who is not of God
does not hear rus. sBy this we know
the spirit of truth and the spirit of
error.

VI. Little Children Assured
and Warned, 4:7—5:19

7 tBeloved, let us blove one anoth-
er, for love is of God; and everyone
who u loves is born of God and
knows God.

8He who does not love does not
know God, for vGod is love.

9In this the love of God was
wmanifested toward us, that God
has sent His only begotten xSon into
the world, that we might live
through Him.

10In this is love, ynot that we
loved God, but that He loved us and
sent His Son to be the zpropitiation
for our sins.

God’s indwelling love shown by a
life of love toward Him and men

11Beloved, if God so loved us, we
also ought to blove one another.

12No one has seen God at any
time. If we blove one another, God
abides in us, and His love has been
perfected in us.

13By this we know that we abide
in Him, and He in us, because He
has given us of His iSpirit.

14And we have seen and testify
that the Father has sent the Son as
aaSavior of the world.

15Whoever bbconfesses that Jesus
is the Son of God, God abides in
him, and he in God.

16And we have known and gbe-

goods, and sees his brother in
aneed, and shuts up his heart from
him, how does the b love of God
cabide in him?

18My little children, let us not
blove in word or in tongue, but in
deed and in truth.

19And by this we know* that we
are of the truth, and shall assure our
hearts before Him.

20dFor if our heart condemns us,
God is greater than our heart, and
knows all things.

21Beloved, if our heart does not
condemn us, we have econfidence
toward God.

22And fwhatever we ask we re-
ceive from Him, because we keep
His commandments and do those
things that are pleasing in His sight.

23And this is His commandment:
that we should gbelieve on the
name of His Son Jesus Christ and
b love one another, as He gave us*

commandment.
24Now he who keeps His com-

mandments habides in Him, and He
in him. And by this we know that
He abides in us, by the iSpirit
whom He has given us.

V. Little Children and False
Teachers, 4:1–6

4BELOVED, do not believe every
jspirit, but test the spirits,

whether they are of God; because
many false prophets have gone out
into the world.

Marks of false teachers

(a) Erroneous doctrine
concerning Christ’s Person

2By this you know the iSpirit of
God: Every spirit that confesses that
kJesus Christ has lcome in the flesh
is of God,

3and every spirit that does not
confess that Jesus Christ has lcome
in the flesh* is not of God. And this
is the spirit of the mAntichrist,
which you have heard was coming,
and is now already in the world.

4You are of God, little children,

4:4
n Cp. Rom. 8:31;

Heb. 6:13

o John 14:30;
16:11; cp.
1 Cor. 2:12

4:5
p Apostasy: vv. 1-

6; Jude 4. (Luke
18:8; 2 Tim.
3:1, note)

q John 15:19;
17:14

4:6
r Cp. John 8:47

s 1 Cor. 2:12-16

4:7
t 1 John 3:10-

11,23

u 1 John 3:14;
1 Thess. 4:9

4:8
v v. 16

4:9
w Rom. 5:8

x Is. 9:6-7; John
3:16

4:10
y Titus 3:5

z See Rom. 3:25,
note

4:14
aa See Rom.

1:16, note

4:15
bb v. 2

3:17
a Cp. Luke 3:11

b Law (of Christ):
vv. 17-18,23;
4:7,11-12;
1 John 4:17.
(John 13:34;
2 John 5, note)

c Cp. 1 John 4:20

3:20
d Cp. 1 Cor. 4:4

3:21
e 1 John 2:28

3:22
f John 15:7;

1 John 5:14-15

3:23
g Faith: v. 23;

4:16; 1 John
5:1. (Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

3:24
h John 14:21

i Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 24; 4:2,13;
1 John 5:7.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

4:1
j Cp. Matt. 7:15;

2 Cor. 11:13-15

4:2
k Rom. 10:8-10;

1 John 5:1

l Christ (first ad-
vent): vv. 2-3;
1 John 5:20.
(Gen. 3:15; Acts
1:11, note)

4:3
m Antichrist: v. 3;

2 John 7. (Matt.
24:5; Rev.
13:11, note)

*3:19 NU-Text reads we shall know.
*3:23 M-Text omits us. *4:3 NU-Text omits
that and Christ has come in the flesh.

4:1,9,14 world. Greek kosmos. See Matt. 4:8, note.
4:3 world. Greek kosmos. See Rev. 13:8, note.
4:12 perfected. The word implies full development,

growth into maturity of godliness. See Matt. 5:48; Phil.3:12,
note.
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lieved the love that God has for us.
God is love, and he who abides in
love abides in God, and God a in
him.

17bLove has been perfected
among us in this: that we may have
cboldness in the dday of judgment;
because as He is, so are we in this
world.

18There is no fear in love; but
perfect love casts out fear, because
fear involves torment. But he who
fears has not been made eperfect in
love.

19 fWe love Him* because He first
loved us.

20gIf someone says, “I love God,”
and hates his brother, he is a liar;
for he who does not love his broth-
er whom he has seen, how can* he
love God whom he has not seen?

21And h this commandment we
have from Him: that he who loves
God must blove his brother also.

Faith in the overcoming principle
in the world conflict

5WHOEVER ibelieves that jJesus
is the Christ is kborn of God,

and leveryone who loves Him who
begot also loves him who is begot-
ten of Him.

2By this we know that we blove
the children of God, when we love
God and mkeep His commandments.

3For this is the love of God, that
we keep His commandments. And
His commandments nare not bur-
densome.

4For whatever is born of God
overcomes the world. And this is
the victory that has oovercome the
world—our* ifaith.

5Who is he who overcomes the
world, but he who ibelieves that
Jesus is the Son of God?

6This is He who came by pwater
and blood—Jesus Christ; not only
by water, but by water and blood.
And it is the qSpirit who bears wit-
ness, because the qSpirit is truth.

7For there are three that bear wit-
ness in heaven: the Father, the
Word, and the Holy Spirit; and
these three are one.

8And there are rthree that bear

5:8
s John 15:26

5:9
t John 5:34,37

5:10
u Rom. 8:16; Gal.

4:6

v Cp. 1 John 1:10

5:11
w Life (eternal): vv.

11-13; 1 John
5:20. (Matt.
7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

5:12
x John 3:36; 6:47;

17:2-3

5:13
y Cp. John 20:31

5:14
z 1 John 3:22

aa Cp. James 4:3

5:16
bb See Rom.

3:23, note

cc Cp. James
5:15

dd Cp. Jer. 7:16

5:17
ee 1 John 3:4

5:18
ff 1 John 3:9

4:15
a John 14:23

4:17
b Law (of Christ):

vv. 17,21; 5:2;
2 John 5. (John
13:34; 2 John 5,
note)

c 1 John 2:28

d Day (of judg-
ment): v. 17;
Rev. 20:11.
(Matt. 10:15;
Rev. 20:11,
note)

4:18
e See Matt. 5:48,

note

4:19
f v. 10; cp. 2 Cor.

5:14-15

4:20
g 1 John 2:4

4:21
h John 13:34;

15:12; 1 John
3:23

5:1
i Faith: vv. 1,4-

5,10,13; Rev.
2:19. (Gen.
3:20; Heb.
11:39, note)

j 1 John 4:2,15;
cp. 1 John 2:22-
23

k John 1:13

l Cp. John 15:23

5:2
m John 15:10;

2 John 6

5:3
n Matt. 11:30

5:4
o 1 John 4:4; cp.

Rev. 12:11

5:6
p John 19:34-35;

Eph. 5:26-27;
cp. John 15:3;
17:17

q Holy Spirit (NT):
vv. 6-8; Jude 19.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

5:8
r Cp. John 8:17-

18

witness on earth:* sthe qSpirit, the
water, and the blood; and these
three agree as one.

Blessed assurance
9If we receive the witness of

men, the witness of God is greater;
for this is the twitness of God
which* He has testified of His Son.

10He who ibelieves in the Son of
God uhas the witness in himself; he
who does not believe God vhas
made Him a liar, because he has not
believed the testimony that God has
given of His Son.

11And this is the testimony: that
God has given us weternal life, and
this life is in His Son.

12He who xhas the Son has wlife;
he who does not have the Son of
God does not have wlife.

13These things I have written to
you who ibelieve in the name of the
Son of God, y that you may know
that you have weternal life,* and
that you may continue to believe in
the name of the Son of God.

14Now this is the confidence that
we have in Him, that zif we ask any-
thing aaaccording to His will, He
hears us.

15And if we know that He hears
us, whatever we ask, we know that
we have the petitions that we have
asked of Him.

Sober warnings
16If anyone sees his brother sin-

ning a bbsin which does not lead to
death, he will ccask, and He will
give him life for those who commit
sin not leading to death. There is
sin leading to death. I do not say
that he should ddpray about that.

17eeAll unrighteousness is sin, and
there is sin not leading to death.

18We know that whoever is ffborn
of God does not sin; but he who has
been born of God keeps himself,*

*4:19 NU-Text omits Him. *4:20 NU-Text
reads he cannot. *5:4 M-Text reads your.
*5:8 NU-Text and M-Text omit the words from in
heaven (verse 7) through on earth (verse 8). Only
four or five very late manuscripts contain these
words in Greek. *5:9 NU-Text reads God, that.
*5:13 NU-Text omits the rest of this verse.
*5:18 NU-Text reads him.

5:4 world. Greek kosmos. See Rev. 13:8, note.
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God has ccome and has given us an
understanding, that we may know
Him who is true; and we are in Him
who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ.
dThis is the true God and eeternal
life.

21Little children, fkeep yourselves
from idols. Amen.

and the wicked one does not touch
him.

19We know that we are of God,
and athe whole world lies under the
sway of the wicked one.

Conclusion, 5:20–21
20And we know that the bSon of

5:20
d John 17:3
e Life (eternal): v.

20; Jude 21.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

5:21
f See 2 Cor. 6:17,

note

5:19
a Cp. Luke 4:5-6;

2 Cor. 4:3-4
5:20

b 1 John 4:2
c Christ (first ad-

vent): v. 20.
(Gen. 3:15; Acts
1:11, note)

5:21 idols. Of course there is only one God (1 Cor.
8:5–6). The pagans had, however, those whom they called
“gods”, e.g. in David’s day, Dagon and Baal. Then and 

now, whatever preempts the place in one’s heart that be-
longs to the true God may be said to be a god, e.g. self and
the pleasures of this world (2 Tim. 3:2,4).



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
John Christ’s Commandment c. A.D. 90–95

Background
The Second Epistle of John has occasioned much discussion on account of its salutation. Some scholars assert that the
words, “the elect lady,” personify one of the first-century churches; others assume that they refer to some highly placed
Christian matron with whom the Apostle John was acquainted. Brief though it is, the Epistle is quite significant. Its urgent
message centers on the “truth” in its relation to Christian living. By the “truth” John means not only the body of revealed
truth, the Scriptures, but also the Lord Jesus Christ who, as the chief Subject of the Scriptures, is Himself the Truth incar-
nate.

Outline
The Epistle may be divided as follows:

Introduction verses 1–3
I. The Pathway of Truth and Love verses 4–6

II. The Mark of a Deceiver and Antichrist verses 7–11
Conclusion verses 12–13

THE SECOND EPISTLE OF

J O H N



Introduction: Salutation
and Invocation, vv. 1–3

THE aELDER,

To the belect lady and her chil-
dren, whom I love in truth, and not
only I, but also all those who have
known the truth,

2because of the truth cwhich
abides in us and dwill be with us
forever:

3eGrace, mercy, and peace will be
with you* from God the Father and
from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son
of the Father, in truth and love.

I. The Pathway of Truth
and Love, vv. 4–6

4I frejoiced greatly that I have
found some of your children walk-
ing in truth, as we received com-
mandment from the Father.

5And now I plead with you, lady,
not as though I wrote a new com-
mandment to you, but that which
we have had gfrom the beginning:
that we hlove one another.

6 iThis is love, that we walk ac-
cording to His commandments. This
is the commandment, that as you
have heard from the beginning, you
should walk in it.

7
j 1 John 4:2

k Antichrist: v. 7;
Rev. 13:11.
(Matt. 24:5; Rev.
13:11, note)

8
l Cp. Heb. 2:1;

4:1; 10:35

m Rewards: v. 8;
Rev. 2:10. (Dan.
12:3; 1 Cor.
3:14, note)

9
n 1 John 2:19,24

10
o Rom. 16:17

p Separation: vv.
10-11; Rev.
18:4. (Gen.
12:1; 2 Cor.
6:17, note)

12
q Cp. 3 John 13-

14

13
r Election (person-

al): v. 13; Jude
1. (Deut. 7:6;
1 Pet. 5:13,
note)

1
a Elders: v. 1;

3 John 1. (Acts
11:30; Titus 1:5,
note)

b Election (person-
al): v. 1; 2 John
13. (Deut. 7:6;
1 Pet. 5:13,
note)

2
c Cp. Col. 3:16

d Cp. 1 Pet. 1:23

3
e Grace: v. 3;

Rev. 1:4. (John
1:14; John 1:17,
note)

4
f 1 Thess. 2:19-

20; 3 John 3-4

5
g John 13:34;

1 John 2:7

h Law (of Christ):
v. 5. (John
13:34; 2 John 5,
note)

6
i John 14:15;

1 John 5:3
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II. The Mark of a Deceiver
and Antichrist, vv. 7–11

7For many deceivers have gone
out into the world who do not con-
fess Jesus Christ as coming in the
jflesh. This is a deceiver and an kan-
tichrist.

8Look to yourselves, that we* do
not l lose those things we worked
for, but that we* may receive a full
mreward.

9Whoever transgresses* and does
not abide in the doctrine of Christ
does nnot have God. He who abides
in the doctrine of Christ has both
the Father and the Son.

10If anyone comes to you and
does onot bring this doctrine, do
pnot receive him into your house
nor greet him;

11for he who greets him shares in
his evil deeds.

Conclusion, vv. 12–13
12Having many things to write to

you, I did not wish to do so with pa-
per and ink; but I hope to come to
you and speak qface to face, that our
joy may be full.

13The children of your relect sis-
ter greet you. Amen.
*v. 3 NU-Text and M-Text read us.
*v. 8 NU-Text reads you. * NU-Text reads you.
*v. 9 NU-Text reads goes ahead.

7 world. The Greek word kosmos means order,
arrangement, and so, with the Greeks, beauty; for order
and arrangement, in the sense of system, are at the bottom
of the Greek conception of beauty. Sometimes kosmos
means world. When the word is employed in the NT for
humanity, the world of men, it denotes organized humani-
ty—humanity in families, tribes, nations. The word for
chaotic, unorganized humanity—the mere mass of men—
is thalassa, the “sea” of men (e.g. Rev. 13:1). For “world”
(kosmos) in the bad ethical sense, see Rev. 13:8, note.
a . . . an. Literally the.

9 transgresses. Sin is transgression, an overstepping of
the law, the divine boundary between good and evil
(Ps.51:1; Rom.2:23). See also Rom. 3:23 note. doctrine.
Or teaching.

5 LAW (OF CHRIST), SUMMARY

The new law of Christ is the divine love, as produced in
the renewed heart by the Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5; Heb.
10:16), which flows out in the energy of the Spirit, un-
forced and spontaneous, toward the objects of the di-
vine love (2 Cor. 5:14–20; 1 Thess. 2:7–8). It is, there-
fore, “the law of liberty” (James 1:25; 2:12) in contrast
with the external law of Moses. Moses’ law demands
love (Lev. 19:18; Deut. 6:5; Luke 10:27); Christ’s law is
love (Rom. 5:5; 1 John 4:7,19–20), and so takes the
place of the external law by fulfilling it (Rom. 13:10;
Gal. 5:14). It is the “law written in the heart” under the
New Covenant (see Heb. 8:8, note).



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
John Walking in Truth c. A.D. 90–95

Background
The Third Epistle of John, addressed by the Apostle John to his friend, Gaius, rebukes Diotrephes, who had usurped lead-
ership in one of the churches. Slanderously rejecting John’s authority, this man refused to “receive the brethren” (travel-
ing ministers to the local church, verses 5–8) and excommunicated those that did receive them. He stands as one of the
first examples of domineering ambition in the church. In contrast with Diotrephes, two other men are briefly character-
ized—Gaius, notable for sound Christian living, as evidenced especially in the practice of hospitality to the itinerant min-
isters; and Demetrius, a believer of lofty reputation based on living the truth. The Epistle as a whole presents a vivid
glimpse of church life at the close of the first century.

Outline
Third John may be divided as follows:

Introduction verses 1–4
I. Hospitality to the Traveling Ministers verses 5–8

II. Domineering Diotrephes and His Evil Deeds verses 9–11
III. Godly Demetrius verses 12

Conclusion verses 13–14

THE THIRD EPISTLE OF

J O H N



Introduction: Gaius Greeted
and Characterized, vv. 1–4

THE aELDER,

To the beloved Gaius, whom I
love in truth:

2Beloved, I pray b that you may
prosper in all things and be in
health, just as your soul prospers.

3For I crejoiced greatly when
brethren came and testified of the
truth that is in you, just as you walk
in the truth.

4I have no greater d joy than to
hear that emy children walk in
ftruth.*

I. Hospitality to Traveling
Ministers, vv. 5–8

5Beloved, you do faithfully what-
ever you do for the brethren and*

for strangers,
6who have borne witness of your

love before the gchurch. If you send
them hforward on their journey in a
manner worthy of God, you will do
iwell,

God’s work supported
by His own people

7because they went forth for His
name’s sake, jtaking nothing from
the Gentiles.

8We therefore ought to kreceive*

such, that we may become fellow
workers for the truth.

9
l Churches (lo-

cal): v. 9; 3 John
10. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

m Cp. Matt. 23:8;
Col. 1:18

10
n Prov. 10:8,10;

cp. 2 Pet. 2:18;
Jude 10

o Cp. Matt. 23:13

p Churches (lo-
cal): v. 10; Rev.
1:4. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

11
q Ps. 37:27; Rom.

14:19; 1 Thess.
5:15; 1 Tim.
6:11; 2 Tim.
2:22

r 1 John 2:29

s 1 John 3:10

12
t v. 4

u Cp. John 21:24

14
v Cp. 2 John 12

1
a Elders: v. 1.

(Acts 11:30; Ti-
tus 1:5, note)

2
b Cp. Matt. 6:33

3
c 2 John 4

4
d 1 Thess. 2:19-

20; 2 John 4

e Cp. 1 Cor. 4:15

f 2 John 4

6
g Churches (lo-

cal): v. 6; 3 John
9. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

h Cp. Acts 15:3

i Cp. Matt. 25:40

7
j Cp. 1 Cor. 9:15-

18

8
k Matt. 10:40;

Rom. 12:13;
Heb. 13:2;
1 Pet. 4:9
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II. Domineering Diotrephes
and His Evil Deeds, vv. 9–11

9I wrote to the lchurch, but Diot-
rephes, who loves to have the mpre-
eminence among them, does not re-
ceive us.

10Therefore, if I come, I will call
to mind his deeds which he does,
nprating against us with malicious
words. And not content with that,
he himself does not receive the
brethren, and forbids those who
wish to, oputting them out of the
pchurch.

11Beloved, do not qimitate what is
evil, but what is good. He who does
good is of rGod, but* he who does
evil has not seen sGod.

III. Godly Demetrius, v. 12
12Demetrius has a good testimony

from all, and from tthe truth itself.
And we also bear witness, and you
know that our testimony is utrue.

Conclusion, vv. 13–14
13I had many things to write, but

I do not wish to write to you with
pen and ink;

14but I hope to see you shortly,
and we shall speak v face to face.
Peace to you. Our friends greet you.
Greet the friends by name.
*v. 4 NU-Text reads the truth. *v. 5 NU-Text
adds especially. *v. 8 NU-Text reads support.
*v. 11 NU-Text and M-Text omit but.

Gaius: The person to whom John addressed his third
letter. Nothing else is known about this individual.

Demetrius: A Christian whom John praised in his third
letter.



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
Jude Contending for the Faith c. A.D. 68

Background
The Epistle of Jude was written by Jude, who was one of the half brothers of the Lord Jesus (Matthew 13:55; Mark 6:3).
His message, one of the most severe in the New Testament, was occasioned by apostasy in the early church. So threat-
ening were these heresies that the Spirit caused Jude to write this letter of warning, urging his readers to contend earnest-
ly for the faith (verse 3) because of the prevalence of the false teachers who had already intruded into the local churches
(verse 4). In burning words Jude describes these heretics, showing vividly how apostasy leads to sinful living (verses
5–19). The Epistle concludes with a noble doxology (verses 24–25).

Outline
Jude may be divided as follows:

Introduction verses 1–2
I. Occasion of the Epistle verses 3–4

II. Historical Examples of Unbelief and Rebellion verses 5–7
A. Israel in the Wilderness verse 5
B. Disobedient Angels verse 6
C. Sodom and Gomorrah verse 7

III. False Teachers Described verses 8–19
A. Rebellious Against Authority verses 8–10
B. Greedy verse 11
C. Hidden Among True Believers verse 12a
D. Spiritually Dead verses 12b–13
E. Facing Judgment verses 14–15
F. Promoting Personalities verse 16
G. Devoid of the Spirit verses 17–19

IV. Exhortations to Christians verses 20–23
Conclusion verses 24–25

THE EPISTLE OF

J U D E



Introduction, vv. 1–2

JUDE, a bondservant of Jesus
Christ, and brother of aJames,

To those who are bcalled, sancti-
fied* by God the Father, and cpre-
served in Jesus Christ:

2Mercy, peace, and love be multi-
plied to you.

I. Occasion of the Epistle, vv. 3–4

Warning concerning apostasy
3Beloved, while I was very dili-

gent to write to you concerning our
common dsalvation, I found it nec-
essary to write to you exhorting you
to econtend earnestly for the ffaith
which was once for all delivered to
the saints.

4For certain men have crept in
unnoticed, who long ago were
marked out for this condemnation,
ungodly men, who turn the ggrace
of our God into lewdness and hdeny
the only Lord God* and our Lord
Jesus Christ.

II. Historical Examples of
Unbelief and Rebellion, vv. 5–7

5But I want to iremind you,
though you once knew this, that the
Lord, having jsaved the people out
of the land of Egypt, afterward de-
stroyed those who did not believe.

6And the kangels who did not

6
l Judgments (the

seven): v. 6;
Jude 15. (2 Sam.
7:14; Rev.
20:12, note)

m Day (of the
LORD): v. 6; Rev.
2:27. (Ps. 2:9;
Rev. 19:19,
note)

7
n 2 Pet. 2:6

8
o 2 Pet. 2:10

9
p Satan: v. 9; Rev.

2:9. (Gen. 3:1;
Rev. 20:10,
note)

q Zech. 3:2

11
r Apostasy: vv. 4-

19; Rev. 3:15.
(Luke 18:8;
2 Tim. 3:1, note)

1
a See James Intro.

and Matt. 4:21,
note

b Election (person-
al): v. 1; Rev.
17:14. (Deut.
7:6; 1 Pet. 5:13,
note)

c Assurance/secu-
rity: v. 1; Jude
24. (Ps. 23:1;
Jude 1, note)

3
d See Rom. 1:16,

note

e Cp. Phil. 1:27

f Gospel: v. 3;
Rev. 14:6. (Gen.
12:3; Rev. 14:6,
note)

4
g See 2 Pet. 3:18,

note

h Apostasy: vv. 4-
19; Rev. 3:15.
(Luke 18:8;
2 Tim. 3:1, note)

5
i Cp. 2 Pet. 1:12

j See Rom. 1:16,
note

6
k See Heb. 1:4,

note
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keep their proper domain, but left
their own abode, He has reserved in
everlasting chains under darkness
for the l judgment of mthe great day;

7as nSodom and Gomorrah, and
the cities around them in a similar
manner to these, having given
themselves over to sexual immorali-
ty and gone after strange flesh, are
set forth as an example, suffering
the vengeance of eternal fire.

III. False Teachers Described,
vv.8–19

8Likewise also these dreamers
odefile the flesh, reject authority,
and speak evil of dignitaries.

9Yet Michael the archangel, in
contending with the pdevil, when
he disputed about the body of Mo-
ses, dared not bring against him a
reviling accusation, but said, q“The
Lord rebuke you!”

10But these speak evil of whatev-
er they do not know; and whatever
they know naturally, like brute
beasts, in these things they corrupt
themselves.

11Woe to them! For they have
gone in the way of Cain, have rrun
greedily in the error of Balaam for
profit, and perished in the rebellion
of Korah.

12These are spots in your love
*v. 1 NU-Text reads beloved. *v. 4 NU-Text
omits God.

1 bondservant. Literally slave. preserved. Assurance is
the Christian’s full conviction that, through the work of
Christ alone, received by faith, he is in possession of a sal-
vation in which he will be eternally kept. This assurance
rests only upon the Scripture promises to him who believes.

3 I found it necessary to. Or I was constrained to.
4 the only Lord God . . . Jesus Christ. Literally our only

Master, God, and Lord, Jesus Christ.
6 great day. The judgment of the fallen angels. The

“great day” is the day of the LORD (Is. 2:9–22, refs.). As the
final judgment upon Satan occurs after the 1000 years and
preceding the final judgment (Rev. 20:10), it is congruous
to conclude, as to the time, that other fallen angels are
judged with him (2 Pet. 2:4; Rev. 20:10). Christians are as-
sociated with Christ in this judgment (1 Cor. 6:3). See oth-
er Judgments, Rev. 20:12, note. Compare also Angels,
Heb. 1:4, note.

Sodom and Gomorrah: burning. Cities located in the
Valley of Siddim known for their extreme wickedness
and destroyed by God with fire and brimstone. Only
Lot and his family survived the destruction.

7 vengeance. Literally punishment.
9 accusation. Literally judgment.

Cain: possession. The first-born son of Adam and Eve
who was a farmer. He killed his brother Abel when
Abel’s meat offering was accepted by God and Cain’s
produce offering was rejected.

Balaam: destruction. A prophet hired by the king of
Moab to curse Israel.

11 Cain. Compare Gen. 4:1. Cain is an example of the
religious natural man who believes in God, and in “reli-
gion,” but after his own will, and who rejects redemption
by blood. Compelled as a teacher of religion to explain the
atonement, the false teacher explains it away. error of
Balaam. The “error of Balaam” must be distinguished from
the “way of Balaam” (see 2 Pet. 2:15, note) and the “doc-
trine of Balaam” (see Rev. 2:14, note). Balaam’s error was
that, reasoning from natural morality and seeing the evil in
Israel, he supposed a righteous God must curse them. He
was blind to the higher morality of the cross, through
which God maintains and enforces the authority and awful



cause divisions, not having the
dSpirit.

IV. Exhortations to Christians,
vv. 20–23

20But you, beloved, building your-
selves up on your most eholy faith,
praying in the Holy fSpirit,

21keep yourselves in the love of
God, looking for the mercy of our
Lord Jesus Christ unto geternal life.

22And on some have compassion,
making a distinction;*

23but others save with fear, pulling
them out of the fire,* hating even the
garment defiled by the hflesh.

Conclusion: Doxology, vv. 24–25
24 Now to Him who is able to

ikeep you* from stumbling,
And to present you faultless
Before the presence of His

glory with exceeding joy,
25 To God our jSavior,*

Who alone is wise,*
Be glory and majesty,
Dominion and power,*
Both now and forever.
Amen.

feasts, while they feast with you
without fear, serving only them-
selves. They are clouds without wa-
ter, carried about* by the winds; late
autumn trees without fruit, twice
dead, pulled up by the roots;

13raging waves of the sea, foam-
ing up their own shame; wandering
stars for whom is reserved the
blackness of darkness forever.

14Now Enoch, the seventh from
Adam, prophesied about these men
also, saying, “Behold, the Lord
acomes with ten thousands of His
saints,

15“to execute bjudgment on all, to
convict all who are ungodly among
them of all their ungodly deeds
which they have committed in an
ungodly way, and of all the harsh
things which ungodly csinners have
spoken against Him.”

16These are grumblers, complain-
ers, walking according to their own
lusts; and they mouth great swelling
words, flattering people to gain ad-
vantage.

17But you, beloved, remember
the words which were spoken be-
fore by the apostles of our Lord
Jesus Christ:

18how they told you that there
would be mockers in the last time
who would walk according to their
own ungodly lusts.

19These are sensual persons, who

19
d Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 19; Jude 20.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

20
e Sanctification

(NT): v. 20; Rev.
22:11. (Matt.
4:5; Rev. 22:11,
note)

f Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 20; Rev. 1:10.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

21
g Life (eternal): v.

21; Rev. 2:7.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

23
h Flesh: v. 23.

(John 8:15; Jude
23, note)

24
i Assurance/secu-

rity: v. 24. (Ps.
23:1; Jude 1,
note)

25
j See Rom. 1:16,

note

14
a Christ (second

advent): vv. 14-
15; Rev. 1:7.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

15
b Judgments (the

seven): v. 15;
Rev. 20:12.
(2 Sam. 7:14;
Rev. 20:12,
note)

c See Rom. 3:23,
note

1716 JUDE 13–25

*v. 12 NU-Text and M-Text read along.
*v. 22 NU-Text reads who are doubting (or making
distinctions). *v. 23 NU-Text adds and on some
have mercy with fear and omits with fear in first
clause. *v. 24 M-Text reads them.
*v. 25 NU-Text reads To the only God, our Savior
and omits wise. * NU-Text adds through Jesus
Christ our Lord. * NU-Text adds Before all time.

sanctions of His law, so that He can be just and the Justifi-
er of a believing sinner. The “profit” of v. 11 is not neces-
sarily money; it may be popularity, fame, or applause.
Korah. See Num. 16. The sin of Korah was denial of the
authority of Moses as God’s chosen spokesman, and intru-
sion into the priest’s office.

Korah: bald. One of the three Israelites who led a re-
bellion against Moses. They were killed when the
earth opened up and “swallowed” them.

14 Enoch. The quotation attributed to “Enoch, the sev-
enth from Adam” (compare Gen. 5:19–24; Heb. 11:5–6) is
similar to a passage in the noncanonical Book of Enoch
(1:9), written by an unknown person who used Enoch’s
name for the title of the book. Jude’s use of this quotation
from Enoch does not suggest that he considered the Book
of Enoch as authoritative. Besides, it is not impossible that
Jude is the source from which the quotation eventually
found its way into the Book of Enoch, since there is no ev-
idence as to the precise contents of this apocryphal book
until many centuries after the time when Jude was written.
The prophecy of the godly Enoch is the earliest recorded

revelation of the second coming of Christ.

Enoch: experienced. A God-fearing man who did not
die but was taken to heaven. He walked with God.

22 distinction. Some Greek manuscripts read: “Refute
those who dispute.”

23 pulling. Literally snatching.

23 FLESH, SUMMARY

“Flesh,” in the ethical sense, is the whole natural or un-
regenerate man—spirit, soul, and body—as centered
upon self, prone to sin, and opposed to God (Rom.
7:18). The regenerate man is “not in the flesh but in
[the sphere of] the Spirit” (Rom. 8:9); but the flesh is still
in him and he may, according to his choice, “walk ac-
cording to the flesh” or “the Spirit” (1 Cor. 3:1–4; Gal.
5:16–17). In the first case he is a “carnal” Christian; in
the second, a “spiritual” Christian. Victory over the
flesh will be the habitual experience of the Christian
who walks in the Spirit (Rom. 8:2,4; Gal. 5:16–17).



Author: Theme: Date of writing:
John Consummation c. A.D. 95

Background
The Revelation (also called simply “Revelation”), the concluding book of the Scriptures, unfolds the great events bring-
ing history to consummation, including the revelation of Jesus Christ at His second advent. The word “revelation,” used
as the title of the book, is from the late Latin revelatio, which means (as does the Greek apokalupsis, from which the Eng-
lish word “apocalypse” is derived) disclosure of that which was previously hidden or unknown.

Themes of Revelation
In the unfolding of this central theme, Jesus Christ is revealed in glory in contrast with His presentation, in the four
Gospels, in His humiliation. In Revelation Christ is seen in relationship to time as He “who was and who is to come”
(1:4). He is related to the Church (1:9—3:22), the tribulation (4:1—19:21), the millennial kingdom (20:1–10), and the
eternal state (20:11—22:21).

Christ is presented in this book as the Ruler of the kings of the earth (1:5), the Bridegroom and Head of the Church
(2:1—3:22; 19:7–9), the Lion of the tribe of Judah (5:5), the Lamb that was slain (5:6,12, etc.), the High Priest (8:3–6), and
the King and Judge (19:11—20:15).

The book is a record of what the Apostle John saw and heard. Constant use is made of symbols. References to Old Tes-
tament events and prophecies abound. Frequent shifts of locale from earth to heaven and back to earth may be observed.
It is an account of divine judgment and conflict which sweeps the whole world.

The Past, Present and Future
Three major divisions of Revelation must be recognized. John was commanded in 1:19 to write concerning

(1) things past, “the things which you have seen,” that is, the Patmos vision (1:1–20);
(2) things present, “the things which are,” that is, the existing churches (2:1—3:22); and
(3) things future, “things which must take place after this,” that is, events after the Church Age ends (4:1—22:5). It is

important to observe that, beginning in chapter 4, the book presents future events.
The third major division of Revelation (4:1—22:21) is characterized by series of sevens: seven seals (4:1—8:1), seven

trumpets (8:2—11:19), seven bowls (15:1—16:21), seven dooms (17:1—20:15), and seven new things (21:1—22:21).
Important passages which are parenthetical, supplemental, or corrective may be observed, such as the Jewish remnant
and the tribulation saints (7:1–17); the angel, the little book, and the two witnesses (10:1—11:14); the Lamb, the remnant,
and the proclamation of the everlasting Gospel (14:1–13); the gathering of the kings of the earth in preparation for Ar-
mageddon (16:13–16); and the four alleluias in heaven (19:1–6). These passages do not advance the prophetic narration
but, looking backward and forward, sum up the past and anticipate the future. The order of the narrative is therefore not
consistently chronological. The major continuity is provided by the events symbolized in the seals, trumpets, and bowls.

Purpose
The main purpose of the book is to provide the setting for the revelation of Jesus Christ. Principal attention is given to the
time of the tribulation (chapters 4—19), which is believed to coincide with Daniel’s seventieth week (Daniel 9:24–27).
The great tribulation, the latter half of that “week,” is especially in view. The climax of the book begins with the revela-
tion of the Lord Jesus Christ in chapter 19.

Interpreters of Revelation should bear in mind two passages of Scripture: 1 Peter 1:12; 2 Peter 1:20–21. Much that is
now obscure will become clear to those for whom it was written, as the time approaches.

(Continued on next page)

THE
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Outline
The book may be divided as follows:

Introduction 1:1–3
I. The Messages of the Ascended Lord to the Seven Churches 1:4—3:22

A. Things Past: the Vision of Christ 1:4–20
1. Divine Source of the Book Announced 1:4–8
2. Appearance of Christ as Divine Priest 1:9–18
3. Command to Write 1:19–20

B. Thing Present: the Seven Letters 2:1—3:22
1. Ephesus: the Church at the End of the Apostolic Age 2:1–7
2. Smyrna: the Church Under Persecution 2:8–11
3. Pergamum: the Church Settled in the World 2:12–17
4. Thyatira: the Church in Idolatry 2:18–29
5. Sardis: the Church as Dead, Yet Having a Believing Remnant 3:1–6
6. Philadelphia: the Church in Revival 3:7–13
7. Laodicea: the Church in Its Final State of Apostasy 3:14–22

II. The Opening of the Seven-sealed Scroll 4:1—6:17
A. Scene in Heaven Before Opening of the Scroll 4:1—5:14

1. God Worshiped as Creator 4:1–11
2. Lamb Worshiped as Redeemer 5:1–14

B. The First Six Seals Opened 6:1–17
III. Parenthetic: Jews and Gentiles Saved during the Tribulation 7:1–17
IV. The Seven Trumpet Judgments 8:1—9:21
V. Parenthetic Section 10:1—11:19

A. Instructions to John 10:1–11
B. Ministry of the Two Witnesses 11:1–14
C. Seventh Trumpet 11:15–19

VI. Prominent Personages 12:1–17
VII. The Rise and Reign of the Beast and the False Prophet 13:1–18
VIII. Parenthetic 14:1–20

IX. The Seven Bowl Judgments 15:1—16:21
X. The Doom of Babylon 17:1—18:24
XI. The Battle of Armageddon and the Millennium that Follows 19:1—20:6

XII. The Final Judgment and the Holy City 20:7—22:5
XIII. The Last Message of the Bible 22:6–19

Conclusion 22:20–21

1718 REVELATION 



Introduction, 1:1–3

1THE aRevelation of Jesus Christ,
which God gave Him to show

His servants—things which must
shortly take place. And He bsent
and signified it by His cangel to His
servant John,

2who bore witness to the word of
God, and to the testimony of Jesus
Christ, to all things that he saw.

3Blessed is he who dreads and
those who hear the words of this
prophecy, and ekeep those things
which are written in it; for the time
is fnear.

I. The Messages of the Ascended
Lord to the Seven Churches,

1:4—3:22

Things past: “The things
which you have seen.”

4 John, to the seven gchurches
which are in Asia:

hGrace to you and peace from
Him who iis and who was and who
is to come, and from the seven
jSpirits who are before His throne,

5and from Jesus Christ, the kfaith-
ful lwitness, the firstborn from the
dead, and the ruler over the kings of
the earth. To Him who loved us and
washed* us from our msins in His
own nblood,

6and has made us kings* and
opriests to His God and Father, to
Him be glory and dominion forever
and ever. Amen.

7Behold, He is pcoming with
qclouds, and every eye will see
Him, even they who pierced Him.
And all the tribes of the earth will
rmourn because of Him. Even so,
Amen.

8“I am the sAlpha and the Ome-
ga, the Beginning and the End,”*

says the Lord,* “who is and who
was and who is to come, the
tAlmighty.”

1:10
u Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 10; Rev. 2:7.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

1:11
v Rev. 21:6; 22:13

w Churches (lo-
cal): v. 11; Rev.
1:20. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

1:13
x vv. 13-15; cp.

Dan. 7:9-10;
10:5-6

1:16
y v. 20

z Matt. 17:2

1:1
a Inspiration: v. 1;

Rev. 1:19. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

b Rev. 22:6

c See Heb. 1:4,
note

1:3
d Cp. 1 Thess.

5:27

e Rev. 22:7

f Rev. 22:10; see
Matt. 4:17, note

1:4
g Churches (lo-

cal): v. 4; Rev.
1:11. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

h Grace: v. 4;
Rev. 22:21.
(John 1:14; John
1:17, note)

i Ex. 3:14

j Is. 11:2; Rev.
3:1; 4:5; 5:6

1:5
k Prov. 14:5

l Is. 55:4

m See Rom. 3:23,
note

n Sacrifice (of
Christ): vv. 5-6;
Rev. 5:9. (Gen.
3:15; Heb.
10:18, note)

1:6
o 1 Pet. 2:5,9

1:7
p Christ (second

advent): v. 7;
Rev. 2:25.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

q Matt. 24:30

r Zech. 12:10

1:8
s Rev. 21:6; 22:13

t Is. 9:6

REVELATION 1:1–17 1719
Patmos vision

9I, John, both* your brother and
companion in the tribulation and
kingdom and patience of Jesus
Christ, was on the island that is
called Patmos for the word of God
and for the testimony of Jesus
Christ.

10I was in the uSpirit on the
Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a
loud voice, as of a trumpet,

11saying, “I am the vAlpha and
the Omega, the First and the Last,”
and,* “What you see, write in a
book and send it to the seven
wchurches which are in Asia:* to
Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos,
to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadel-
phia, and to Laodicea.”

12Then I turned to see the voice
that spoke with me. And having
turned I saw seven golden lamp-
stands,

13xand in the midst of the seven
lampstands One like the Son of
Man, clothed with a garment down
to the feet and girded about the
chest with a golden band.

14His head and hair were white
like wool, as white as snow, and His
eyes like a flame of fire;

15His feet were like fine brass, as
if refined in a furnace, and His voice
as the sound of many waters;

16He had in His right hand yseven
stars, out of His mouth went a sharp
two-edged sword, and His counte-
nance was like the zsun shining in
its strength.

17And when I saw Him, I fell at
His feet as dead. But He laid His
right hand on me, saying to me,*
“Do not be afraid; I am the First and
the Last.
*1:5 NU-Text reads loves us and freed; M-Text
reads loves us and washed. *1:6 NU-Text and
M-Text read a kingdom. *1:8 NU-Text and 
M-Text omit the Beginning and the End.
* NU-Text and M-Text add God. *1:9 NU-Text
and M-Text omit both. *1:11 NU-Text and 
M-Text omit I am through third and. * NU-Text
and M-Text omit which are in Asia.
*1:17 NU-Text and M-Text omit to me.

1:8 Alpha and Omega, mentioned also in Rev. 21:6 and
22:13, are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet.

1:9 In 1:1–20 John sees a vision of the risen Christ in the
midst of the seven golden lampstands. From 2:1—3:22 he
records the messages of our Lord to seven churches in Ro-
man Asia. At 4:1–2 the apostle is pictured as caught up “in

the Spirit” into heaven, from where he observes future
things in heaven and upon the earth as recorded from
4:1—22:5.

John: One of Jesus’ disciples. He was called “the dis-
ciple whom Jesus loved.”



3“and you have persevered and
have ipatience, and have labored for
My name’s sake and have jnot be-
come weary.

4“Nevertheless I have this against
you, that you have left your first love.

5“Remember therefore from
where you have fallen; krepent and
do the first works, or else I will
come to you quickly and remove
your lampstand from its place—un-
less you krepent.

6“But this you have, that you hate
the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which
I also hate.

7“He who has an ear, let him hear
what the lSpirit says to the
mchurches. To him who overcomes
I will give to eat from the ntree of

18“I am He who lives, and was
dead, and behold, I am alive
forevermore. Amen. And I have the
keys of aHades and of Death.

Command to write
19b“Write* the things which you

have cseen, and the things which
are, and the things which will take
place after this.

20“The dmystery of the seven
stars which you saw in My right
hand, and the seven golden lamp-
stands: The seven stars are the an-
gels of the seven echurches, and the
seven lampstands which you saw*

are the seven echurches.

Things present—seven churches:
“The things which are.”

(1) Message to Ephesus: the church
at the end of the apostolic age

2“TO the angel of the fchurch of
Ephesus gwrite,

‘These things says He who holds
the seven stars in His right hand,
who walks in the midst of the seven
golden lampstands:

2“I know your works, your labor,
your patience, and that you cannot
bear those who are evil. And you
have htested those who say they are
apostles and are not, and have
found them liars;

2:3
i Heb. 12:1-3

j Gal. 6:9

2:5
k Repentance: v.

5; Rev. 2:16.
(Matt. 3:2; Acts
17:30, note)

2:7
l Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 7; Rev. 2:11.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

m Churches (lo-
cal): v. 7; Rev.
2:8. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

n Gen. 2:9; Rev.
22:2,14

1:18
a See Luke 16:23,

note

1:19
b Inspiration: v.

19; Rev. 2:1.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

c Rev. 1:9-18

1:20
d See Matt. 13:11,

note

e Churches (lo-
cal): v. 20; Rev.
2:1. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

2:1
f Churches (lo-

cal): v. 1; Rev.
2:7. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

g Inspiration: v. 1;
Rev. 2:8. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

2:2
h 1 John 4:1

1720 REVELATION 1:18—2:7

*1:19 NU-Text and M-Text read Therefore, write.
*1:20 NU-Text and M-Text omit which you saw.

1:19 after this. Literally after these things, that is, after
the church. Compare 4:1.

1:20 angels. Although this is the usual word for angel
(Gr. angelos), it is often translated “messenger.” The most
natural explanation in this context is that these were men
sent by the seven churches to ascertain the state of the
aged apostle, now in exile in Patmos; but they represent
any who bear God’s messages to a church.

2:1 angel. That is, messenger. See Rev. 1:20, note. of.
Or in.

Ephesus: A city in the province of Asia Minor on the
shore of the Aegean Sea. The famous temple of the
god Artemis was located here. Paul established a
strong Christian church in Ephesus.

2:6,15 Nicolaitans. The name “Nicolaitans,” according
to early church fathers (Ignatius, Irenaeus, Clement of
Alexandria, Tertullian, Hippolytus), refers to those who,
while professing themselves to be Christians, lived licen-
tiously. What in Ephesus was “deeds” (v. 6) became in
Pergamos a “doctrine” (v. 15).

2:7 tree of life. “The tree of life” is one of the many al-
lusions in Revelation to Genesis. In order to keep fallen

1:20 THE MESSAGES TO 
THE SEVEN CHURCHES

The messages to the seven churches have a fourfold ref-
erence:

(1) local, to the churches actually addressed;
(2) admonitory, to all churches in all time as tests by

which they may discern their true spiritual state in the
sight of God;

(3) personal, in the exhortations to him “who has an
ear,” and in the promises “to him who overcomes”; and

(4) prophetic, as disclosing in two areas the phases in
the spiritual history of the church:

(a) a pattern that has been repeated again and again
through the centuries; and

(b) the progress of its spiritual state until the end of
the Church Age.

It is incredible that in a prophecy covering the church
period there should be no such foreview. These mes-
sages must contain that foreview if it is in the book at all,
for the Church does not appear on earth after 3:22.

Again, these messages by their very terms go beyond
the local assemblies mentioned. It can be seen that
Ephesus (2:1–7), though a local church in the apostle’s
day, is typical of the first century as a whole; Smyrna
(2:8–11) characterizes the church under persecution,
e.g. from A.D. c. 100–316; Pergamos (2:12–17), “where
Satan dwells” (2:13; compare 2:14–15, and notes), is
suggestive of the church mixing with the world, e.g. in
the Middle Ages; Thyatira (2:18–29) reveals how evil
progresses in the church and idolatry is practiced; Sar-
dis (3:1–6) is representative of the church as dead, yet
still having a minority of godly men and women, as
during the Reformation; Philadelphia (3:7–13) shows
revival and a state of spiritual advance; and Laodicea
(3:14–19) is illustrative of the final state of apostasy
which the visible church will experience.



a life, which is in the midst of the
Paradise of God.” ’

(2) Message to Smyrna:
the church under persecution

8“And to the angel of the bchurch
in Smyrna cwrite,

‘These things says the dFirst and
the Last, who was dead, and came
to life:

9“I know your works, tribulation,
and poverty (but you are rich); and I
know the blasphemy of those who
esay they are Jews and are not, but
are a fsynagogue of gSatan.

10“Do not fear any of those things
which you are about to suffer. In-
deed, the gdevil is about to throw
some of you into prison, that you
may be htested, and you will have
tribulation ten days. Be faithful until

2:10
h Test/Tempt: v.

10; Rev. 3:10.
(Gen. 3:1; James
1:14, note)

i Rewards: v. 10;
Rev. 3:11. (Dan.
12:3; 1 Cor.
3:14, note)

2:11
j Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 11; Rev. 2:17.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

k Death (the sec-
ond): v. 11; Rev.
20:6. (John
8:21; Rev.
20:14, note)

2:12
l Rev. 1:16

2:13
m Cp. 2 Tim. 2:12

2:7
a Life (eternal): vv.

7,10; Rev. 3:5.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

2:8
b Churches (lo-

cal): vv. 8,11-
12; Rev. 2:17.
(Acts 8:3; Phil.
1:1, note)

c Inspiration: vv.
8,12; Rev. 2:18.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

d Rev. 1:17-18
2:9

e Rev. 3:9
f Cp. John 8:30-

47; 2 Cor. 11:14
g Satan: vv. 9-10,

13; Rev. 2:24.
(Gen. 3:1; Rev.
20:10, note)

REVELATION 2:8–14 1721
death, and I will give you the
icrown of alife.

11“He who has an ear, let him
hear what the jSpirit says to the
bchurches. He who overcomes shall
not be hurt by the ksecond death.” ’

(3) Message to Pergamos:
the church settled in the world

12“And to the angel of the
bchurch in Pergamos cwrite,

‘These things says He who has
the sharp two-edged lsword:

13“I know your works, and where
you dwell, where gSatan’s throne is.
And you hold fast to My name, and
did mnot deny My faith even in the
days in which Antipas was My faith-
ful martyr, who was killed among
you, where gSatan dwells.

14“But I have a few things against

man from eating of “the tree of life,” God drove him from
Eden and placed cherubim at the gate to guard the way to
the tree (Gen. 2:9; 3:22,24). “The tree of life” appears three
times in Rev. 22 (vv. 2,14,19 [Greek]), where the new par-
adise is described. In the NT the word translated “tree”
(Greek xulon) is used of the cross (Acts 5:30; 10:39; 13:29;

Gal. 3:13; 1 Pet. 2:24). It is through Christ’s death on the
tree that mankind may have eternal life. He “bore our sins
in His own body on the tree.”

2:8,12 angel. That is, messenger. See Rev. 1:20, note.
2:13 martyr. The word “martyr” derives from the Greek

martus (“witness”) which appears eighteen times in its var-
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23“I will kill her children with
death, and all the pchurches shall
know that I am He who qsearches
the minds and hearts. And I will
give to each one of you according to
your works.

24“Now to you I say, and* to the
rest in Thyatira, as many as do not
have this doctrine, who have not
known the rdepths of sSatan, as
they say, I will* put on you no other
burden.

25“But hold fast what you have
ttill I come.

26“And he who overcomes, and
keeps My works until the end, to
him I will give power over the na-
tions—
27 ‘He shall rule them with a rod

of iron;
They shall be dashed to pieces

like the potter’s vessels’—
uas vI also have received from My
Father;

28“and I will give him the morn-
ing wstar.

29“He who has an ear, let him
hear what the xSpirit says to the
ychurches.” ’

(5) Message to Sardis:
the church as dead, yet having

a believing remnant

3“AND to the angel of the
zchurch in Sardis aawrite,

‘These things says He who bbhas
the seven Spirits of God and the
seven stars: “I know your works,

you, because you have there those
who hold the doctrine of Balaam,
who taught Balak to put a stumbling
block before the children of Israel,
to eat things sacrificed to idols, and
to commit sexual immorality.

15“Thus you also have those who
hold the doctrine of the aNicolai-
tans, which thing I hate.*

16b“Repent, or else I will come to
you quickly and will fight against
them cwith the sword of My mouth.

17“He who has an ear, let him
hear what the dSpirit says to the
echurches. To him who overcomes I
will give some of the hidden fmanna
to eat. And I will give him a white
stone, and on the stone a gnew
name written which no one knows
except him who hreceives it.” ’

(4) Message to Thyatira:
the church in idolatry

18“And to the angel of the
ichurch in Thyatira jwrite,

‘These things says the Son of God,
kwho has eyes like a flame of fire,
and His feet like fine brass:

19“I know your works, love, ser-
vice, lfaith,* and your patience; and
as for your works, the last are more
than the first.

20“Nevertheless I have a few
things against you, because you al-
low* that woman* m Jezebel, who
calls herself a prophetess, to teach
and seduce* My servants to commit
sexual immorality and eat things
sacrificed to idols.

21“And I gave her time to nrepent
of her sexual immorality, and she
did not nrepent.*

22“Indeed I will cast her into a
sickbed, and those who commit
adultery with her into great tribula-
tion, unless they orepent of their*

deeds.

2:23
p Churches (lo-

cal): v. 23; Rev.
2:29. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

q Jer. 17:10

2:24
r 2 Tim. 3:1-9;

cp. 1 Cor. 2:10

s Satan: v. 24;
Rev. 3:9. (Gen.
3:1; Rev. 20:10,
note)

2:25
t Christ (second

advent): v. 25;
Rev. 16:15.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

2:27
u Ps. 2:7-9

v Day (of the
LORD): v. 27;
Rev. 6:17. (Ps.
2:9; Rev. 19:19,
note)

2:28
w Rev. 22:16; cp.

2 Pet. 1:19

2:29
x Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 29; Rev. 3:6.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

y Churches (lo-
cal): v. 29; Rev.
3:1. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

3:1
z Churches (lo-

cal): v. 1; Rev.
3:6. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

aa Inspiration: v.
1; Rev. 3:7.
(Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

bb Rev. 1:4,16;
cp. Acts 2:33

2:15
a See 2:6, note

2:16
b Repentance: v.

16; Rev. 2:21.
(Matt. 3:2; Acts
17:30, note)

c 2 Thess. 2:8;
Rev. 19:15

2:17
d Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 17; Rev. 2:29.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

e Churches (lo-
cal): v. 17; Rev.
2:18. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

f Ex. 16:33-34;
John 6:49-51

g Is. 62:2; Rev.
3:12; cp. John
1:42

h Cp. Rev. 14:3

2:18
i Churches (lo-

cal): v. 18; Rev.
2:23. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

j Inspiration: v.
18; Rev. 3:1.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

k Rev. 1:14-15

2:19
l Faith: v. 19.

(Gen. 3:20;
Heb. 11:39,
note)

2:20
m 1 Kin. 16:31-32

2:21
n Repentance: v.

21; Rev. 2:22.
(Matt. 3:2; Acts
17:30, note)

2:22
o Repentance: v.

22; Rev. 3:3.
(Matt. 3:2; Acts
17:30, note)

1722 REVELATION 2:15—3:1

*2:15 NU-Text and M-Text read likewise for which
thing I hate. *2:19 NU-Text and M-Text read
faith, service. *2:20 NU-Text and M-Text read I
have against you that you tolerate. * M-Text
reads your wife Jezebel. * NU-Text and M-Text
read and teaches and seduces. *2:21 NU-Text
and M-Text read time to repent, and she does not
want to repent of her sexual immorality.
*2:22 NU-Text and M-Text read her.
*2:24 NU-Text and M-Text omit and.
* NU-Text and M-Text omit will.

ious forms in this book as in 1:2,5; 3:14; 19:10; 20:4; etc.;
it later came to denote one who died because of his faith-
fulness in such witnessing, as here.

2:14 doctrine of Balaam. The “doctrine of Balaam” (see
2 Pet. 2:15 and Jude 11, notes) was his teaching Balak to
corrupt the people who could not be cursed (Num.
31:15–16; 22:5; 23:8) by tempting them to marry women
of Moab, defile their separation, and abandon their pilgrim
character. It is that union of the world and the church
which is spiritual unchastity (James 4:4). Pergamos had lost

the pilgrim character and was living (v. 13) where Satan’s
throne was (v. 13), that is, in the world (John 12:31; 14:30;
16:11). children. Literally sons.

2:17 white stone. Signifying approval.
2:18; 3:1 angel. That is, messenger. See Rev. 1:20, note.

Jezebel: unmarried. The wicked wife of King Ahab
who tried to destroy the worship of the Lord and re-
place it with the worship of Baal.

2:26 power. Or authority.



that you have a name that you are
alive, but you are dead.

2“Be watchful, and strengthen
the things which remain, that are
ready to die, for I have not found
your works aperfect before God.*

3b“Remember therefore how you
have received and heard; hold fast
and crepent. Therefore if you will
not watch, I will come upon you das
a thief, and you will not know what
hour I will come upon you.

4“You* have a few names even in
Sardis who have not defiled their
egarments; and f they shall walk
with Me in white, for they are wor-
thy.

5“He who overcomes shall be
clothed in gwhite garments, and I
will not blot out his name from the
Book of hLife; but I will iconfess his
name before My Father and before
His jangels.

6“He who has an ear, let him hear
what the kSpirit says to the
lchurches.” ’

(6) Message to Philadelphia:
the church in revival

7“And to the angel of the
mchurch in Philadelphia nwrite,

‘These things says He who is
oholy, He who is p true, “He who
has the qkey of David, He who
opens and no one shuts, and shuts
and no one opens”:

8“I know your works. See, I have
set before you an open door, and no
one can shut it;* for you have a little
strength, have kept My word, and
have not denied My name.

9“Indeed I will make those of the
synagogue of rSatan, who say they
are Jews and are snot, but lie—in-
deed I will make them come and
worship before your feet, and to
know that I have loved you.

10“Because you have kept My
command to persevere, I also will
tkeep you from the uhour of vtrial
which shall come upon the whole
world, to test those who dwell on
the earth.

11“Behold,* I am coming quickly!
Hold fast what you have, that no
one may take your wcrown.

3:10
v Test/Tempt: v.

10. (Gen. 3:1;
James 1:14,
note)

3:11
w Rewards: v. 11;

Rev. 4:4. (Dan.
12:3; 1 Cor.
3:14, note)

3:12
x 1 Kin. 7:21; cp.

Gal. 2:9
y Ps. 23:6
z Rev. 22:4
aa Rev. 21:2
bb Rev. 2:17

3:13
cc Holy Spirit

(NT): v. 13;
Rev. 3:22.
(Matt. 1:18;
Acts 2:4,
note)

dd Churches (lo-
cal): v. 13;
Rev. 3:14.
(Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1,
note)

3:14
ee Churches (lo-

cal): v. 14;
Rev. 3:22.
(Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1,
note)

ff Inspiration: v.
14; Rev.
14:13. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

gg 2 Cor. 1:20
hh Rev. 1:5

3:15
ii Apostasy: vv.

14-18. (Luke
18:8; 2 Tim.
3:1, note)

3:18
jj Righteousness

(garment): v.
18; Rev. 4:4.
(Gen. 3:21;
Rev. 19:8,
note)

3:19
kk Heb. 12:6
ll Repentance:

v. 19. (Matt.
3:2; Acts
17:30, note)

3:20
mm John 14:23

3:2
a See Matt. 5:48,

note
3:3

b Cp. Rev. 2:5
c Repentance: v.

3; Rev. 3:19.
(Matt. 3:2; Acts
17:30, note)

d Rev. 16:15; cp.
Matt. 24:43;
1 Thess. 5:2-5

3:4
e Righteousness

(garment): v. 4;
Rev. 3:5. (Gen.
3:21; Rev. 19:8,
note)

f Rev. 6:11
3:5

g Righteousness
(garment): v. 5;
Rev. 3:18. (Gen.
3:21; Rev. 19:8,
note)

h Life (eternal): v.
5; Rev. 13:8.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

i Luke 12:8
j See Heb. 1:4,

note
3:6

k Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 6; Rev. 3:13.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

l Churches (lo-
cal): v. 6; Rev.
3:7. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

3:7
m Churches (lo-

cal): v. 7; Rev.
3:13. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

n Inspiration: v. 7;
Rev. 3:14. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

o Cp. Luke 1:35;
1 Pet. 1:16

p John 14:6; Rev.
19:11

q Is. 22:22
3:9

r Satan: v. 9; Rev.
12:3. (Gen. 3:1;
Rev. 20:10, note)

s Rev. 2:9
3:10

t 2 Pet. 2:9
u Tribulation (the

great): v. 10;
Rev. 7:14. (Ps.
2:5; Rev. 7:14,
note)

REVELATION 3:2–21 1723
12“He who overcomes, I will

make him a xpillar in the temple of
My God, and he shall ygo out no
more. I will zwrite on him the name
of My God and the name of the city
of My God, the New Jerusalem,
which aacomes down out of heaven
from My God. And I will write on
him My bbnew name.

13“He who has an ear, let him
hear what the ccSpirit says to the
ddchurches.” ’

(7) Message to Laodicea: the church 
in its final state of apostasy

14“And to the angel of the
eechurch of the Laodiceans* ffwrite,

‘These things says the ggAmen,
the hhFaithful and True Witness, the
Beginning of the creation of God:

15“I know your works, that iiyou
are neither cold nor hot. I could
wish you were cold or hot.

16“So then, because you are luke-
warm, and neither cold nor hot,* I
will vomit you out of My mouth.

17“Because you say, ‘I am rich,
have become wealthy, and have
need of nothing’—and do not know
that you are wretched, miserable,
poor, blind, and naked—

18“I counsel you to buy from Me
gold refined in the fire, that you
may be rich; and jjwhite garments,
that you may be clothed, that the
shame of your nakedness may not
be revealed; and anoint your eyes
with eye salve, that you may see.

19“As many as I love, I rebuke
and kkchasten. Therefore be zealous
and llrepent.

Place and attitude of Christ
at the end of the Church Age

20“Behold, I stand at the door and
knock. If anyone hears My voice
and opens the door, I will mmcome
in to him and dine with him, and
he with Me.

21“To him who overcomes I will
*3:2 NU-Text and M-Text read My God.
*3:4 NU-Text and M-Text read Nevertheless you
have a few names in Sardis. *3:8 NU-Text and
M-Text read which no one can shut.
*3:11 NU-Text and M-Text omit Behold.
*3:14 NU-Text and M-Text read in Laodicea.
*3:16 NU-Text and M-Text read hot nor cold.

3:7,14 angel. That is, messenger. See Rev. 1:20, note. 3:10 world. Greek oikoumenē. See Luke 2:1, note.



The four living creatures
and twenty-four elders
worship the Creator

6Before the throne there was* a
msea of glass, like crystal. And in the
midst of the throne, and around the
throne, were four nliving creatures
ofull of eyes in front and in back.

7The first p living creature was
like a lion, the second pliving crea-
ture like a calf, the third p living
creature had a face like a man, and
the fourth pliving creature was like
a flying eagle.

8The four qliving creatures, each
having rsix wings, were sfull of eyes
around and within. And they do not
rest day or night, saying:

“Holy, holy, holy,*
Lord tGod Almighty,
Who was and is and is to

come!”
9Whenever the uliving creatures

give glory and honor and thanks to
Him who sits on the throne, who
lives forever and ever,

10the twenty-four elders fall down
before Him who sits on the throne
and worship Him who lives forever
and ever, and cast their vcrowns be-
fore the throne, saying:
11“You are worthy, O Lord,*

To receive glory and honor and
power;

For You wcreated all things,

grant to sit with Me on My throne,
as I also overcame and sat down
with My Father on His athrone.

22“He who has an ear, let him
hear what the bSpirit says to the
cchurches.” ’ ”

II. The Opening of the
Seven-sealed Scroll, 4—6; 8:1

Things future:
“things . . . after this”

(Lit. “after these things”)

The scene in heaven before
the breaking of the seals

4AFTER these things I looked,
and behold, a ddoor standing

eopen in heaven. And the first voice
which I heard was like a ftrumpet
speaking with me, saying, “Come
up here, and I will show you things
which must take place after this.”

2Immediately I was in the gSpirit;
and behold, a hthrone set in heav-
en, and One sat on the throne.

3And He who sat there was* ilike
a jasper and a sardius stone in ap-
pearance; and there was a jrainbow
around the throne, in appearance
like an emerald.

Enthroned elders around the throne
4Around the throne were twenty-

four thrones, and on the thrones I
saw twenty-four elders sitting,
clothed in kwhite robes; and they
had lcrowns* of gold on their heads.

5And from the throne proceeded
lightnings, thunderings, and
voices.* Seven lamps of fire were
burning before the throne, which
are the* seven Spirits of God.

4:6
m Rev. 15:2

n See Ezek. 1:5,
note

o Cp. Ezek. 1:18;
10:12

4:7
p See Ezek. 1:5,

note

4:8
q See Ezek. 1:5,

note

r Is. 6:2

s Cp. Ezek. 1:18;
10;12

t Is. 6:3

4:9
u See Ezek. 1:5,

note

4:10
v Rewards: v. 10;

Rev. 11:18.
(Dan. 12:3;
1 Cor. 3:14,
note)

4:11
w Gen. 1:1; John

1:3

3:21
a Kingdom (NT):

v. 21; Rev. 5:1.
(Matt. 2:2;
1 Cor. 15:24,
note)

3:22
b Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 22; Rev. 4:2.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

c Churches (lo-
cal): v. 22; Rev.
22:16. (Acts 8:3;
Phil. 1:1, note)

4:1
d Cp. Luke 23:45;

Heb. 10:19-20

e Ezek. 1:1

f Rev. 1:10; cp.
1 Thess. 4:16

4:2
g Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 2; Rev. 14:13.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

h Rev. 3:21; cp.
Rev. 22:3

4:3
i Rev. 21:11; cp.

Ezek. 1:26-27

j Gen. 9:13-17;
Ezek. 1:28

4:4
k Righteousness

(garment): v. 4;
Rev. 6:11. (Gen.
3:21; Rev. 19:8,
note)

l Rewards: v. 4;
Rev. 4:10. (Dan.
12:3; 1 Cor.
3:14, note)

1724 REVELATION 3:22—4:11

*4:3 M-Text omits And He who sat there was
(which makes the description in verse 3 modify the
throne rather than God). *4:4 NU-Text and 
M-Text read robes, with crowns. *4:5 NU-Text
and M-Text read voices, and thunderings.
* M-Text omits the. *4:6 NU-Text and M-Text
add something like. *4:8 M-Text has holy nine
times. *4:11 NU-Text and M-Text read our Lord
and God.

3:21 This passage, in harmony with Luke 1:32–33; Acts
2:30,34–35; 15:14–16, is conclusive that Christ is not now
seated upon His own throne. The Davidic Covenant (see
2 Sam. 7:16, note) and the promises of God through the
prophets and the Angel Gabriel concerning the Messianic
kingdom await fulfillment. It is in a still future day that God
will give to His Son, once crowned with thorns by men, the
crown of His father, David.

4:1 Come up here. Beginning with 4:1 the viewpoint
of John is from heaven. As the word “church” does not ap-
pear again in Revelation until 22:16, the catching up of
John from earth to heaven has been taken to be a symbolic
representation of the translation of the Church as occurring
before the events of the tribulation described in chs. 6—19.

after this. Literally after these things. Rev. 1:19.
4:4 elders. These elders represent the Church. The very

word “elder” has church significance (1 Tim. 5:17; Titus
1:5). Crowns throughout the NT are exclusively presented as
rewards for the faithful in the Church. These elders sit on
thrones which are associated with the central judgment
throne of God (vv. 2–4; compare 1 Cor. 6:2–3; 2 Tim. 2:12).

The appearance of these elders, already glorified,
crowned, and enthroned before the opening of the sealed
book of judgment (ch. 5) and before the end-time judg-
ments are loosed upon the world (chs. 6—18), reaffirms
that the Church is not to be subjected to the judicial wrath
and judgments of that time (compare John 5:24; Rom. 5:9;
1 Thess. 1:10; 5:1–11; Rev. 3:10).



And by aYour will they exist*

and were created.”

Seven-sealed scroll taken by Christ

5AND I saw in the right hand of
Him who sat on the bthrone a

scroll written inside and on the
back, sealed with seven seals.

2Then I saw a strong cangel pro-
claiming with a loud voice, d“Who
is worthy to open the scroll and to
loose its seals?”

3And eno one in heaven or on the
earth or under the earth was able to
open the scroll, or to look at it.

4So I wept much, because no one
was found worthy to open and read*

the scroll, or to look at it.

Christ in His kingly character
opens the scroll (cp. Is. 11:1;

Jer. 23:5; Luke 1:32–33)
5But one of the elders said to me,

“Do not weep. Behold, the fLion of
the tribe of gJudah, the hRoot of Da-
vid, has iprevailed to open the scroll
and to loose* its seven seals.”

6And I looked, and behold,* in
the midst of the throne and of the
four j living creatures, and in the
midst of the elders, stood a kLamb
as though it had been slain, having
seven lhorns and seven meyes,
which are the seven nSpirits of God
sent out into all the earth.

7Then He came and took the
scroll out of the right hand of Him
who sat on the throne.

The living creatures and
twenty-four elders worship

8Now when He had taken the
scroll, the four oliving creatures and
the twenty-four elders pfell down be-
fore the Lamb, each having a harp,
and golden bowls full of qincense,
which are the rprayers of the saints.

9And they sang a snew song, say-
ing:

“You are worthy to take the scroll,
And to open its seals;

5:9
t See Rom. 3:24,

note

u Heb. 9:12;
1 Pet. 1:18-19

v Sacrifice (of
Christ): v. 9;
Rev. 7:14. (Gen.
3:15; Heb.
10:18, note)

5:10
w Ex. 19:6

x Is. 61:6

y Kingdom (NT):
v. 10; Rev.
11:15. (Matt.
2:2; 1 Cor.
15:24, note)

5:11
z See Ezek. 1:5,

note

5:12
aa v. 9; cp. Phil.

2:9-11

5:13
bb Rev. 4:2-3;

6:16; 20:11

cc v. 6; cp. John
5:23

5:14
dd See Ezek. 1:5,

note

4:11
a Col. 1:16; cp.

Ps. 19:1

5:1
b Kingdom (NT):

vv. 1-4; Rev.
5:10. (Matt. 2:2;
1 Cor. 15:24,
note)

5:2
c See Heb. 1:4,

note

d Rev. 4:11; 5:9;
cp. Ps. 15:1

5:3
e Cp. Is. 63:5

5:5
f Gen. 49:9

g Heb. 7:14

h Is. 11:10; Rom.
15:12; Rev.
22:16; Matt. 1:1

i Rev. 3:21; cp.
Is. 53:12; 63:1-3

5:6
j See Ezek. 1:5,

note

k John 1:29

l See Deut.
33:17, note

m Cp. Zech. 3:8-9;
4:10

n Rev. 1:4; 3:1;
4:5

5:8
o See Ezek. 1:5,

note

p Rev. 4:8-10;
19:4

q Ps. 141:2

r Rev. 8:3

5:9
s Rev. 4:11; 14:3;

cp. Ps. 33:3;
96:1; 98:1;
149:1

REVELATION 5:1–14 1725
For You were slain,
And have tredeemed us to God

uby Your vblood
Out of every tribe and tongue

and people and nation,
10 And have made us* wkings* and

xpriests to our God;
And we* shall yreign on the

earth.”

Angels exalt the Lamb
11Then I looked, and I heard the

voice of many angels around the
throne, the z living creatures, and
the elders; and the number of them
was ten thousand times ten thou-
sand, and thousands of thousands,

12saying with a loud voice:

“Worthy aa is the Lamb who was
slain

To receive power and riches
and wisdom,

And strength and honor and
glory and blessing!”

Eventual universal adoration of the
Lamb as King (cp. Phil. 2:9–11)

13And every creature which is in
heaven and on the earth and under
the earth and such as are in the sea,
and all that are in them, I heard say-
ing:

“Blessing and honor and glory
and power

Be to Him who bbsits on the
throne,

And to the ccLamb, forever and
ever!”*

14Then the four ddliving creatures
said, “Amen!” And the twenty-four*

elders fell down and worshiped Him
who lives forever and ever.*

*4:11 NU-Text and M-Text read existed.
*5:4 NU-Text and M-Text omit and read.
*5:5 NU-Text and M-Text omit to loose.
*5:6 NU-Text and M-Text read I saw in the midst 
. . . a Lamb standing. *5:10 NU-Text and 
M-Text read them. * NU-Text reads a kingdom.
* NU-Text and M-Text read they. *5:13 M-Text
adds Amen. *5:14 NU-Text and M-Text omit
twenty-four. * NU-Text and M-Text omit Him
who lives forever and ever.

5:5 Lion. The lion is the king of beasts. Of Judah it is
predicted, in Gen. 49:8–12, that his seed would hold the
scepter, that is, become king of Israel, and rule the world.
Mary, the mother of Jesus, was of the tribe of Judah (Luke
3:33).

5:7 Compare Dan. 7:13–14. The two visions are identi-

cal; here is added that which was hidden from Daniel, that
the kings and priests of the Church Age are to be associat-
ed with the Son of Man (“a Lamb as though it had been
slain”) when He “shall reign on the earth” (vv. 6–10; com-
pare 3:21).

5:10 on. Or over.



(5) Fifth seal: martyred remnant
9When He opened the fifth seal, I

saw under the altar the souls of
those who had been pslain for the
word of God and for the testimony
which they held.

10And they cried with a loud
voice, saying, q“How long, O Lord,
holy and true, until You judge and
avenge our blood on those who
dwell on the earth?”

11Then a rwhite robe was given
to seach of them; and it was said to
them that they should rest a little
while longer, until both the number
of their fellow servants and their
brethren, who would be killed as
they were, was tcompleted.

(6) Sixth seal: anarchy
12I looked when He opened the

sixth seal, and behold,* there was a
great uearthquake; and the sun be-
came vblack as sackcloth of hair, and
the moon* became like blood.

13And the stars of heaven wfell to
the earth, as a fig tree drops its late
figs when it is shaken by a mighty
wind.

14Then the xsky receded as a
scroll when it is rolled up, and
every ymountain and island was
moved out of its place.

15And the zkings of the earth, the
great men, the rich men, the com-
manders,* the mighty men, every
slave and every free man, aahid
themselves in the caves and in the
rocks of the mountains,

16and said to the mountains and
rocks, bb“Fall on us and hide us
from the face of Him who ccsits on
the throne and from the wrath of
the Lamb!

17dd“For the great eeday of His
wrath has come, and who is able to
stand?”

The seven-sealed scrolls opened

(1) First seal: false Christ

6NOW I saw when the Lamb
aopened one of the seals;* and I

heard one of the four bliving crea-
tures saying with a voice like thun-
der, “Come and see.”

2And I looked, and behold, a
white horse. He who sat on it had a
bow; and a crown was given to him,
and he went out cconquering and to
conquer.

(2) Second seal: war
3When He opened the second

seal, I heard the second d living
creature saying, “Come and see.”*

4Another horse, fiery ered, went
out. And it was granted to the one
who sat on it to ftake peace from
the earth, and that people should
kill one another; and there was giv-
en to him a great sword.

(3) Third seal: famine
5When He opened the third seal,

I heard the third g living creature
say, “Come and see.” So I looked,
and behold, a hblack horse, and he
who sat on it had a pair of iscales in
his hand.

6And I heard a voice in the midst
of the four jliving creatures saying,
“A quart* of wheat for a denarius,*
and three quarts of barley for a de-
narius; and do not harm the oil and
the wine.”

(4) Fourth seal: death
7When He opened the fourth

seal, I heard the voice of the fourth
kliving creature saying, “Come and
see.”

8So I looked, and behold, a pale
horse. And the name of him who
sat on it was lDeath, and mHades
followed with him. And power was
given to them over a fourth of the
earth, to nkill with sword, with
hunger, with death, and by the
obeasts of the earth.

6:9
p Death (physi-

cal): vv. 9-10;
Rev. 9:6. (Gen.
2:17; Heb. 9:27,
note)

6:10
q Ps. 13:1-6

6:11
r Righteousness

(garment): vv. 9-
11; Rev. 7:9.
(Gen. 3:21; Rev.
19:8, note)

s Remnant: vv. 9-
11; Rev. 7:3. (Is.
1:9; Rom. 11:5,
note)

t Cp. Heb. 11:40

6:12
u Matt. 24:7

v Joel 2:10,31

6:13
w Matt. 24:29

6:14
x Is. 34:4

y Rev. 16:20; cp.
Jer. 3:23

6:15
z Ps. 2:2-4; cp.

Dan. 2:21

aa Is. 2:12,19

6:16
bb Luke 23:29-

30

cc Rev. 20:11

6:17
dd Cp. Is. 13:6;

Matt. 24:8

ee Day (of the
LORD): vv. 12-
17; Rev.
16:17. (Ps.
2:9; Rev.
19:19, note)

6:1
a vv. 3,5,7,9,12;

8:1

b See Ezek. 1:5,
note

6:2
c Matt. 24:5; cp.

Dan. 7:7

6:3
d See Ezek. 1:5,

note

6:4
e Cp. 2 Kin. 3:22-

23; Nah. 2:3;
Zech. 6:2

f Matt. 24:6-7

6:5
g See Ezek. 1:5,

note

h Cp. Zech. 6:2

i Matt. 24:7; cp.
Ezek. 4:16-17

6:6
j See Ezek. 1:5,

note

6:7
k See Ezek. 1:5,

note

6:8
l Cp. Acts 3:15;

Rom. 6:23

m See Luke 16:23,
note

n Matt. 24:9

o Cp. Ezek. 14:21

1726 REVELATION 6:1–17

*6:1 NU-Text and M-Text read seven seals.
*6:3 NU-Text and M-Text omit and see.
*6:6 Greek choinix; that is, approximately one
quart * This was approximately one day’s wage
for a worker. *6:12 NU-Text and M-Text omit
behold. * NU-Text and M-Text read the whole
moon. *6:15 NU-Text and M-Text read the
commanders, the rich men.

6:2 The rider on the white horse is not Christ. Those who
identify this rider with Him consider the passage a prophecy
of conquest by the Gospel. But no crown was given to the
Lord as the proclamation of the Gospel began, and the terri-

ble world events which accompany the other three riders
(vv. 3–8) do not imply an earlier conquest by Christ.

6:6 quart. See Weights and Measures (NT), Acts 27:28,
note. denarius. See Coinage (NT), Matt. 5:26, note.



III. Parenthetic: Jews
and Gentiles Saved

during the Tribulation, 7

7AFTER these things I saw four
aangels standing at the four cor-

ners of the earth, holding the four
bwinds of the earth, that the wind
should not blow on the earth, on
the sea, or on any tree.

2Then I saw another cangel as-
cending from the east, having the
dseal of the living God. And he cried
with a loud voice to the four angels
to whom it was granted to harm the
earth and the sea,

3saying, e“Do not harm the earth,
the sea, or the trees till we have
fsealed the servants of our God on
their foreheads.”

Remnant of 144,000 out of Israel
4And I heard the number of those

who were sealed. gOne hundred
and forty-four thousand of hall the
tribes of the children of Israel were
sealed:

5 of the tribe of Judah
twelve thousand were

sealed;*
of the tribe of Reuben

twelve thousand were sealed;
of the tribe of Gad

twelve thousand were sealed;
6 of the tribe of Asher

twelve thousand were sealed;
of the tribe of Naphtali

twelve thousand were sealed;
of the tribe of Manasseh

twelve thousand were sealed;
7 of the tribe of Simeon

twelve thousand were sealed;
of the tribe of Levi

twelve thousand were sealed;
of the tribe of Issachar

twelve thousand were sealed;
8 of the tribe of Zebulun

twelve thousand were sealed;
of the tribe of Joseph

twelve thousand were sealed;
of the tribe of Benjamin

twelve thousand were sealed.

7:9
i Is. 60:1-5; cp.

Rom. 11:25

j Righteousness
(garment): vv. 9-
14; Rev. 16:15.
(Gen. 3:21; Rev.
19:8, note)

k vv. 9-10; cp.
Matt. 21:8-9

7:10
l See Rom. 1:16,

note

7:11
m See Heb. 1:4,

note

n See Ezek. 1:5,
note

o Rev. 4:11;
5:9,12,14;
11:16

7:14
p Tribulation (the

great): v. 14. (Ps.
2:5; Rev. 7:14,
note)

q Rev. 22:14; cp.
Is. 1:18; Zech.
3:3-5; 1 John
1:7

r Sacrifice (of
Christ): v. 14;
Rev. 12:11.
(Gen. 3:15;
Heb. 10:18,
note)

7:15
s v. 9

7:17
t Ezek. 34:23-24

u Rev. 21:4; cp.
Is. 25:8

7:1
a See Heb. 1:4,

note

b Cp. Dan. 7:2

7:2
c See Heb. 1:4,

note

d Cp. Eph. 1:13-
14

7:3
e Cp. 2 Thess. 2:7

f Remnant: vv. 3-
17; Rev. 12:17.
(Is. 1:9; Rom.
11:5, note)

7:4
g Israel (prophe-

cies): vv. 1-4;
Rev. 12:1. (Gen.
12:2; Rom.
11:26, note)

h Gen. 49:1-27;
cp. Deut. 33:6-
25; Ezek. 48:1-
7,23-28

REVELATION 7:1–17 1727
Gentile multitude to come out

of the great tribulation
9After these things I looked, and

behold, ia great multitude which no
one could number, of all nations,
tribes, peoples, and tongues, stand-
ing before the throne and before the
Lamb, clothed with jwhite robes,
with kpalm branches in their hands,

10and crying out with a loud
voice, saying, l“Salvation belongs to
our God who sits on the throne, and
to the Lamb!”

11All the mangels stood around
the throne and the elders and the
four n living creatures, and fell on
their faces before the throne and
oworshiped God,

12saying:

“Amen! Blessing and glory and
wisdom,

Thanksgiving and honor and
power and might,

Be to our God forever and ever.
Amen.”

13Then one of the elders an-
swered, saying to me, “Who are
these arrayed in white robes, and
where did they come from?”

14And I said to him, “Sir,* you
know.” So he said to me, “These are
the ones who come out of the great
ptribulation, and washed their robes
and made them qwhite in the
rblood of the Lamb.

15“Therefore they are sbefore the
throne of God, and serve Him day
and night in His temple. And He
who sits on the throne will dwell
among them.

16“They shall neither hunger
anymore nor thirst anymore; the
sun shall not strike them, nor any
heat;

17“for the Lamb who is in the
midst of the throne will tshepherd
them and lead them to living foun-
tains of waters.* And uGod will
wipe away every tear from their
eyes.”
*7:5 In NU-Text and M-Text were sealed is stated
only in verses 5a and 8c; the words are understood
in the remainder of the passage. *7:14 NU-Text
and M-Text read My lord. *7:17 NU-Text and
M-Text read to fountains of the waters of life.

7:16 heat. Literally scorching heat.

Israel: soldier of God. Jacob’s name was changed to
this after he wrestled with God at Peniel. He became
the father of the great nation of Israel.



threw it to the earth. And there
were noises, thunderings, i light-
nings, and an earthquake.

6So the seven jangels who had
the seven trumpets prepared them-
selves to sound.

(1) First trumpet
7The first kangel sounded: And

lhail and fire followed, mingled
with blood, and they were thrown
to the earth.* And a mthird of the
trees were burned up, and all
ngreen grass was burned up.

(2) Second trumpet
8Then the second oangel sound-

ed: And something like a great
pmountain burning with fire was
thrown into the sea, and a third of
the sea became qblood.

9And a third of the living crea-
tures in the sea died, and a third of
the rships were destroyed.

Seventh seal (cp. 4:1):
composed of seven trumpets

8WHEN He opened the seventh
seal, there was silence in heav-

en for about half an hour.

IV. The Seven Trumpet Judgments,
8:2—9:21; 11:15–19

Christ as high priest
2And I saw the seven aangels who

stand before God, and to them were
given seven trumpets.

3Then another bangel, having a
golden censer, came and stood at
the altar. He was given much in-
cense, that he should coffer it with
the dprayers of all the saints upon
the golden altar which was before
the throne.

4And the esmoke of the incense,
with the prayers of the saints, as-
cended before God from the fangel’s
hand.

5Then the gangel took the censer,
hfilled it with fire from the altar, and

8:5
i Rev. 4:5; cp. Ex.

19:18-19; Ps.
97:1-4

8:6
j See Heb. 1:4,

note

8:7
k See Heb. 1:4,

note

l Cp. Ex. 9:23-24;
Ps. 18:13; Ezek.
38:22

m vv. 8-10; Rev.
9:15-18

n Cp. 9:4

8:8
o See Heb. 1:4,

note

p Cp. Jer. 51:25

q Rev. 11:6; cp.
Ex. 7:19-20

8:9
r Cp. Is. 2:12,16

8:2
a See Heb. 1:4,

note

8:3
b See Heb. 1:4,

note

c Cp. John 14:13;
Heb. 7:25

d Rev. 5:8

8:4
e Cp. Ex. 30:7-8;

Ps. 141:2

f See Heb. 1:4,
note

8:5
g See Heb. 1:4,

note

h Cp. Lev. 16:12;
Num. 16:46

1728 REVELATION 8:1–9

*8:7 NU-Text and M-Text add And a third of the
earth was burned up.

8:2 trumpets. The seven trumpets follow chronologically the opening of the seventh seal (8:1). For the angels’ trum-
pets, compare 1 Thess. 4:16, the trumpet of God.

7:14 TRIBULATION (THE GREAT), SUMMARY

Although God’s people may expect tribulation throughout the present age (John 16:33; Acts 14:22), the word “tribu-
lation,” as here, is also used specifically of a future time (Matt. 24:21,29; Mark 13:24).

Since our Lord links the abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel with this time of tribulation (Matt.
24:15–21; Mark 13:14–19), it is evident that the tribulation is to be connected with the seventieth week of Daniel
(Dan. 9:27). Furthermore, the Biblical references have in common an allusion to unprecedented trouble (Jer. 30:7;
Dan. 9:27; 12:1; Matt. 24:21–22).

While the seventieth week of Daniel is seven years in length (see Dan. 9:24, note; compare Rev. 11:2, note), and the
terms “tribulation” and “great tribulation,” as used in the Scriptures, both have to do with the latter half of the seven
years, it is customary to use “tribulation” of the whole period, and “great tribulation” of the second half of the period.

From the Scriptures we may deduce that the tribulation will begin with the signing of the covenant to permit the re-
newal of Jewish sacrifice (Dan. 9:27); it will be a period of unexampled trouble and judgment (see chain ref., Tribula-
tion, Ps. 2:5 to Rev. 7:14), and is described in Rev. 6—19; and it will involve the whole earth (Rev. 3:10), but it is dis-
tinctively “the time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:7). The elements of the great tribulation (the latter half of the seventieth
week) are: (1) the cruel reign of the “beast . . . out of the sea” (Rev. 13:1) who, at the beginning of the final three and
one-half years, will break his covenant with the Jews (by virtue of which they will have re-established the temple wor-
ship, Dan. 9:27), and show himself in the temple, demanding that he be worshiped as God (Matt. 24:15; 2 Thess. 2:4);
(2) the active interposition of Satan “having great wrath” (Rev. 12:12), who gives his power to the beast (Rev. 13:4–5);
(3) the unprecedented activity of demons (Rev. 9:2,11; compare v. 20); and (4) the terrible bowl judgments of Rev. 16.

The tribulation will, nevertheless, be a period of salvation. An election out of Israel will be redeemed (Rev. 7:1–4)
with an innumerable multitude of Gentiles (v. 9). These are said to have come “out of the great tribulation” (v. 14).
They are not of the priesthood, the Church, to which they seem to stand somewhat in the relation of the Levites to the
priests under the Mosaic Covenant. The great tribulation will be followed immediately by the return of Christ in glo-
ry, and the events associated therewith (Matt. 24:29–30). See Remnant (Is. 1:9; Rom. 11:5, note); Beast (Dan. 7:8; Rev.
19:20, note); Armageddon (Rev. 16:14; 19:17, note).

There is a difference of opinion about the location in Revelation at which the great tribulation is first alluded to.
Some suggest as early as ch. 6; others, as late as ch. 11. In any case it is described in chs. 11—18.



(3) Third trumpet
10Then the third aangel sounded:

And a great bstar cfell from heaven,
burning like a torch, and it fell on a
third of the rivers and on the
dsprings of water.

11The name of the star is Worm-
wood. A third of the waters became
ewormwood, and many men died
from the water, because it was
made bitter.

(4) Fourth trumpet
12Then the fourth fangel sounded:

And a third of the gsun was struck, a
third of the moon, and a third of the
stars, so that a third of them were
darkened. A third of the day did not
shine, and likewise the night.

13And I looked, and I heard an
hangel* flying through the midst of
heaven, saying with a loud voice,
i“Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants
of the earth, because of the remain-
ing blasts of the trumpet of the three
angels who are about to sound!”

(5) Fifth trumpet

9THEN the fifth jangel sounded:
And I saw a kstar fallen from

heaven to the earth. To him was
given the key to the bottomless pit.

2And he opened the bottomless
pit, and smoke arose out of the pit
like the smoke of a great furnace. So
the lsun and the air were darkened
because of the smoke of the pit.

3Then out of the smoke mlocusts
came upon the earth. And to them
was given power, as the nscorpions
of the earth have power.

4They were commanded not to
harm the grass of the earth, or any
ogreen thing, or any tree, but only
those men pwho do not have the
seal of God on their foreheads.

9:6
q Cp. Jer. 8:3

r Death (physi-
cal): v. 6; Rev.
11:7. (Gen.
2:17; Heb. 9:27,
note)

9:7
s Cp. Joel 2:4

t Cp. Nah. 3:17

9:8
u Cp. Joel 1:6

9:9
v v. 17; cp. Eph.

6:14

w Cp. Joel 2:5

9:11
x Cp. John 14:30;

Eph. 2:2

y See Heb. 1:4,
note

9:12
z Rev. 8:13

9:13
aa See Heb. 1:4,

note

bb Rev. 8:3

9:14
cc See Heb. 1:4,

note

8:10
a See Heb. 1:4,

note

b Rev. 9:1; cp. Is.
14:12

c Cp. Dan. 12:3

d Rev. 16:4; cp.
Rev. 7:17

8:11
e Cp. Deut.

29:18; Jer.
23:15

8:12
f See Heb. 1:4,

note

g Is. 13:10; Joel
2:31; Matt.
24:29; Rev.
6:12; cp. Ex.
10:21-23; John
12:35

8:13
h See Heb. 1:4,

note

i Rev. 9:12;
11:14; 12:12

9:1
j See Heb. 1:4,

note

k Rev. 8:10; cp.
Is. 14:12-14

9:2
l Joel 2:10; cp.

Rev. 21:24

9:3
m Cp. Ex. 10:12-

15

n Cp. Num. 21:6

9:4
o Cp. 8:7

p Rev. 7:2-3; cp.
Rev. 13:16-17

REVELATION 8:10—9:14 1729
5And they were not given author-

ity to kill them, but to torment them
for five months. Their torment was
like the torment of a scorpion when
it strikes a man.

6In those days men will qseek
rdeath and will not find it; they will
desire to die, and death will flee
from them.

7The shape of the locusts was like
shorses prepared for battle. On their
heads were tcrowns of something
like gold, and their faces were like
the faces of men.

8They had hair like women’s hair,
and their u teeth were like lions’
teeth.

9And they had vbreastplates like
breastplates of iron, and the sound
of their wings was like the sound of
wchariots with many horses running
into battle.

10They had tails like scorpions,
and there were stings in their tails.
Their power was to hurt men five
months.

11And they had as xking over
them the yangel of the bottomless
pit, whose name in Hebrew is
Abaddon, but in Greek he has the
name Apollyon.

12One zwoe is past. Behold, still
two more woes are coming after
these things.

(6) Sixth trumpet:
army from the Far East (cp. 16:12)
13Then the sixth aaangel sounded:

And I heard a voice from the four
horns of the bbgolden altar which is
before God,

14saying to the sixth ccangel who
had the trumpet, “Release the four
angels who are bound at the great
river Euphrates.”
*8:13 NU-Text and M-Text read eagle.

8:13 through the midst of heaven. Literally in midheaven.
9:1,2,11 bottomless pit. Literally pit of the abyss.
9:7 shape. That is, appearance.
9:10 and there were stings . . . tails. Or and stings, and

their power was in their tails.
9:11 Abaddon . . . Apollyon. Meaning Destroyer. Cp.

Job 26:6; 1 Pet. 5:8
9:14 Euphrates. The Euphrates River, mentioned in the

Bible as early as the Garden of Eden (Gen. 2:14) and on
which were such famous cities of the ancient world as
Babylon, Nippur, and Ur, was the northeastern boundary

of the land promised to Israel (Gen. 15:18; compare Deut.
1:7; Josh. 1:4; 1 Kin. 4:21,24; etc.) as well as the eastern
boundary of the Roman Empire. It was generally consid-
ered the boundary separating the East from the West (Ezra
4:10–11; Neh. 2:9; etc.).

The army described in Rev. 9:16–19 is a military host
coming from the Orient across the Euphrates River (com-
pare 16:12). The loosing of the angels (9:14–15) and the dry-
ing up of the Euphrates (16:12) are a preparation for the in-
vasion of the Holy Land by the “kings from the East” (16:12)
in anticipation of the battle of Armageddon (16:14–16).



heaven saying to me,* s“Seal up the
things which the seven thunders ut-
tered, and do not write them.”

5The tangel whom I saw standing
on the sea and on the land raised up
his hand* to heaven

6and swore by Him who lives for-
ever and ever, who ucreated heaven
and the things that are in it, the
earth and the things that are in it,
and the sea and the things that are
in it, that there should be vdelay no
longer,

7but in the days of the sounding
of the wseventh xangel, when he is
about to sound, the ymystery of God
would be finished, as He declared to
His servants the prophets.

John commanded to prophesy again
8Then the zvoice which I heard

from heaven spoke to me again and
said, “Go, take the little book which
is open in the hand of the aaangel
who stands on the sea and on the
earth.”

9So I went to the bbangel and said
to him, “Give me the little book.”
And he said to me, cc“Take and eat
it; and it will make your stomach
bitter, but it will be as ddsweet as
honey in your mouth.”

10Then I took the little book out
of the eeangel’s hand and ate it, and
it was as sweet as honey in my
mouth. But when I had eaten it, my
stomach became bitter.

11And he* said to me, “You must
ffprophesy again about many peo-
ples, nations, tongues, and kings.”

“Times of the Gentiles”
to conclude in forty-two months

11THEN I was given a ggreed
like a measuring rod. And

the angel stood,* saying, “Rise and
hhmeasure the temple of God, the
altar, and those who worship there.

15So the four aangels, who had
been prepared for the hour and day
and month and year, were released
to kill a bthird of mankind.

16Now the number of the army of
the horsemen was two hundred mil-
lion; I heard the number of them.

17And thus I saw the horses in
the vision: those who sat on them
had cbreastplates of fiery red, hy-
acinth blue, and sulfur yellow; and
the heads of the horses were like
the dheads of lions; and out of their
mouths ecame fire, smoke, and
brimstone.

18By these three plagues a third
of mankind was killed—by the fire
and the smoke and the brimstone
which came out of their mouths.

19For their power* is in their
mouth and in their tails; for their
f tails are like serpents, having
heads; and with them they do harm.

20But the rest of mankind, who
were not killed by these plagues,
did not repent of the works of their
hands, that they should not gwor-
ship demons, and idols of gold, sil-
ver, brass, stone, and wood, which
can neither hsee nor hear nor walk.

21And they did not repent of their
murders or their isorceries* or their
jsexual immorality or their thefts.

V. Parenthetic, 10:1—11:14

Announcement by mighty angel
of no further delay

10I SAW still kanother mighty
langel coming down from

heaven, mclothed with a cloud. And
a nrainbow was on his head, his
oface was like the sun, and his feet
like pillars of fire.

2He had a little pbook open in his
hand. And he set his qright foot on
the sea and his left foot on the land,

3and cried with a loud voice, as
when a lion roars. When he cried
out, seven rthunders uttered their
voices.

4Now when the seven thunders
uttered their voices,* I was about to
write; but I heard a voice from

10:4
s Cp. Dan. 8:26;

12:4-9

10:5
t See Heb. 1:4,

note

10:6
u Gen. 1:1; Rev.

4:11

v Cp. Rev. 6:11;
12:12; 16:17;
21:6

10:7
w Rev. 11:15

x See Heb. 1:4,
note

y Cp. Amos 3:7;
see Matt. 13:11,
note

10:8
z Cp. Rev. 4:1

aa See Heb. 1:4,
note

10:9
bb See Heb. 1:4,

note

cc Cp. Ezek. 2:8-
9; 3:2-3

dd Cp. Ps. 19:9-
10; 119:103

10:10
ee See Heb. 1:4,

note

10:11
ff Cp. Jer.

25:15-26

11:1
gg See Weights

and Measures
(NT), Acts
27:28, note

hh Cp. Ezek.
40:3

9:15
a See Heb. 1:4,

note

b Rev. 8:7-9

9:17
c v. 9

d Cp. Is. 5:25-30

e Cp. Ps. 27:2,12;
Acts 9:1

9:19
f Cp. Is. 9:15;

Mic. 3:5

9:20
g Cp. Deut.

32:17; 1 Cor.
10:20

h Cp. Ps. 115:4-7

9:21
i Rev. 21:8

j Cp. Rev. 18:9

10:1
k Cp. Rev. 5:2;

8:3

l See Heb. 1:4,
note

m Cp. Acts 1:9;
Rev. 1:7

n Ezek. 1:26-28;
Rev. 4:3

o Rev. 1:16

10:2
p Cp. Rev. 5:1

q Ps. 95:5; cp.
Hag. 2:6

10:3
r Ps. 29:3-9

1730 REVELATION 9:15—11:1

*9:19 NU-Text and M-Text read the power of the
horses. *9:21 NU-Text and M-Text read drugs.
*10:4 NU-Text and M-Text read sounded.
* NU-Text and M-Text omit to me. *10:5 NU-
Text and M-Text read right hand. *10:11 NU-
Text and M-Text read they. *11:1 NU-Text and
M-Text omit And the angel stood.

10:7 would be finished. Or also shall be completed.
10:11 prophesy again about many peoples . . . John is

here told that he will review, with further details, those

events thus far covered, especially as the events of the last
three and one-half years affect the believing remnant of Is-
rael (compare 11:19; 12:1,2,5,17; 13:7; 14:1,3).



2“But leave out the court which is
outside the temple, and do not mea-
sure it, for it has been given to the
aGentiles. And they will tread the
holy city underfoot for b forty-two
months.

The two witnesses killed
and raised from the dead

3“And I will give power to my
c two dwitnesses, and they will
prophesy one ethousand two hun-
dred and sixty days, clothed in sack-
cloth.”

4 fThese are the two olive trees
and the two lampstands standing
before the God* of the earth.

5And if anyone wants to harm
them, g fire proceeds from their
mouth and devours their enemies.
And if anyone wants to harm them,
he must be killed in this manner.

6These have power to hshut heav-
en, so that no rain falls in the days
of their prophecy; iand they have
power over waters to turn them to
blood, and to strike the earth with
all plagues, as often as they desire.

7When they finish their testimo-
ny, the jbeast that ascends out of the
bottomless pit will make kwar
against them, overcome them, and
lkill them.

8And their dead bodies will lie in
the street of the great city which
spiritually is called mSodom and
Egypt, where also our* Lord was
crucified.

9Then those from the peoples,
tribes, tongues, and nations will
nsee their dead bodies three-and-a-
half days, and not allow* their dead
bodies to be put into graves.

10And those who dwell on the
earth will orejoice over them, make

11:11
p Miracles (NT): v.

11. (Matt. 8:3;
Acts 28:8, note)

q Cp. Acts 5:11

11:12
r Cp. Rev. 20:4-6

s Cp. v. 9

11:13
t Cp. Dan. 2:18

11:14
u Rev. 8:13

11:15
v Rev. 10:7

w See Heb. 1:4,
note

x Kingdom (NT):
v. 15; Rev.
17:14. (Matt.
2:2; 1 Cor.
15:24, note)

11:16
y vv. 16-17; Rev.

4:11; 5:9,12,14;
7:11

11:2
a Times of the

Gentiles: v. 2;
Rev. 16:19.
(Deut. 28:49;
Rev. 16:19,
note)

b Rev. 13:5; cp.
Dan. 7:25; 12:7;
Rev. 12:6,14

11:3
c Deut. 17:6

d Cp. Is. 43:10,12

e Rev. 13:5; cp.
Dan. 7:25; 12:7;
Rev. 12:6,14

11:4
f Zech. 4:2-3,14

11:5
g Cp. 2 Kin.

1:10,12; Jer.
5:14

11:6
h Cp. 1 Kin. 17:1;

James 5:17

i Cp. Ex. 7:10,19

11:7
j Cp. Rev. 13:1;

17:8

k Cp. Dan. 7:21;
Rev. 13:7

l Death (physi-
cal): v. 7; Rev.
13:3. (Gen.
2:17; Heb. 9:27,
note)

11:8
m Cp. Is. 1:9-10

11:9
n Cp. Is. 66:23-24

11:10
o Cp. Ps. 79:2-4;

John 16:20

REVELATION 11:2–17 1731
merry, and send gifts to one another,
because these two prophets torment-
ed those who dwell on the earth.

11Now after the three-and-a-half
days the breath of life from God en-
tered them, and they pstood on
their feet, and great q fear fell on
those who saw them.

12And they* heard a loud voice
from heaven saying to them,
r“Come up here.” And they ascend-
ed to heaven in a cloud, and their
enemies ssaw them.

13In the same hour there was a
great earthquake, and a tenth of the
city fell. In the earthquake seven
thousand people were killed, and
the rest were afraid and gave glory
to the tGod of heaven.

14The second uwoe is past. Be-
hold, the third woe is coming quick-
ly.

(7) Seventh trumpet
(vv. 15–19; cp. 8:2):

Christ’s reign foreseen
15Then the vseventh wangel

sounded: And there were loud
voices in heaven, saying, “The king-
doms* of this world have become
the kingdoms of our Lord and of His
Christ, and He shall xreign forever
and ever!”

16And the twenty-four elders who
sat before God on their thrones fell
on their faces and yworshiped God,

17saying:

“We give You thanks, O Lord
God Almighty,

*11:4 NU-Text and M-Text read Lord.
*11:8 NU-Text and M-Text read their.
*11:9 NU-Text and M-Text read nations see . . .
and will not allow. *11:12 M-Text reads I.
*11:15 NU-Text and M-Text read kingdom . . . has
become.

11:2 forty-two months. The tribulation that is to occur
at the end of this age will continue for seven years, the
“one week” of Dan. 9:27 (see Rev. 7:14, note). This seven-
year period is divided, in the prophetic writings, into two
equal halves of three and one-half years each. The length
of the periods is also referred to as “a time and times and
half a time” (Rev. 12:14; compare Dan. 7:25; 12:7); “forty-
two months” (Rev. 11:2; 13:5); and “one thousand two
hundred and sixty days” (Rev. 11:3; 12:6). The second half
of this seven-year period will be characterized by increas-
ing cruelty on the part of the world ruler, and a consequent
greater intensity of persecution and suffering.

11:3 witnesses. Scripture does not clearly identify these
two witnesses. Their power is like that of Moses and Elijah
(v. 6).

11:7 bottomless pit. Literally pit of the abyss.
11:8 city. That is, Jerusalem.
11:15 world. Greek kosmos. See Rev. 13:8, note. and

He shall reign. The seventh trumpet announces the begin-
ning of Christ’s reign on earth, when the kingdom of this
world will become the kingdom of our Lord, and occurs
close to the end of the great tribulation. The seven bowls
(ch. 16) follow this event in rapid sequence and culminate
in the second coming of Christ.



And her Child was qcaught up to
God and His throne.

6Then the woman fled into the
rwilderness, where she has a place
prepared by God, that they should
feed her there one sthousand two
hundred and sixty days.

The archangel: Michael
7And war broke out in heaven:

tMichael and his uangels fought
with the vdragon; and the dragon
and his wangels fought,

8but they did not prevail, nor was
a place found for them* in heaven
any longer.

9So the great xdragon was cast
out, that xserpent of old, called the
xDevil and xSatan, who ydeceives
the whole world; he was cast to the
earth, and his zangels were cast out
with him.

10Then I heard a loud voice say-
ing in heaven, “Now salvation, and
strength, and the aakingdom of our
God, and the power of His Christ
have come, for the bbaccuser of our
brethren, who accused them before
our God day and night, has been
cast down.

11“And they overcame him by the
ccblood of the Lamb and by the
word of their testimony, and they
did not love their lives to the death.

12“Therefore rejoice, O heavens,
and you who dwell in them! ddWoe
to the inhabitants of the earth and
the sea! For the eedevil has come
down to you, having great ffwrath,
because he knows that he has a
short time.”

Jewish remnant assaulted by Satan
13Now when the ggdragon saw

that he had been cast to the earth,
he hhpersecuted the woman who
gave birth to the male Child.

14But the woman was given two
iiwings of a great eagle, that she

The One who is and who was
and who is to come,*

Because You have taken Your
great power and reigned.

18 The nations were aangry, and
Your wrath has come,

And the time of the bdead, that
they should be judged,

And that You should creward
Your servants the prophets
and the saints,

And those who fear Your name,
small and great,

And should destroy those who
destroy the earth.”

19Then the temple of God was
dopened in heaven, and the ark of
His ecovenant* was seen in His tem-
ple. And there were lightnings,
noises, thunderings, an earthquake,
and great hail.

VI. Prominent Personages, 12

The woman, Israel, gives birth
to the male Child, Christ

12NOW a great sign appeared
in heaven: a fwoman clothed

with the sun, with the gmoon un-
der her feet, and on her head a gar-
land of htwelve stars.

2Then being with child, she cried
out in i labor and in pain to give
birth.

The red dragon: Satan
3And another sign appeared in

heaven: behold, a great, fiery red
jdragon khaving seven heads and
lten horns, and seven diadems on
his heads.

4His tail drew a third of the mstars
of heaven and nthrew them to the
earth. And the odragon stood before
the woman who was ready to give
birth, pto devour her Child as soon
as it was born.

The male Child: Christ
5She bore a male Child who was

to rule all nations with a rod of iron.
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note

v Satan: vv. 3-7;
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note)
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note
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note
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1 Cor. 3:14,
note)
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d Rev. 15:5
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f Israel (history):

vv. 1-17; Rev.
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12:2; Rom.
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g Cp. Gen. 37:9

h Cp. Rev. 7:4-8
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3:1; Rev. 20:10,
note)

k Cp. Rev. 13:1

l Cp. Dan. 7:7
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note)
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1732 REVELATION 11:18—12:14

*11:17 NU-Text and M-Text omit and who is to
come. *11:19 M-Text reads the covenant of the
Lord. *12:8 M-Text reads him.

11:19 Verse 19 is better understood when read as a part
of ch. 12.

12:5 who. That is, Christ. Ps. 2:8–9; Rev. 2:27; 19:15;
compare Is. 9:6–7.

12:9 old. Or of ancient times. Gen. 3:1; Is. 14:12–19.

world. Greek oikoumenē. See Luke 2:1, note.
12:10 salvation. Literally the salvation. See Rom. 1:16,

note. strength. Literally the power. the power. Literally
the authority.



might fly into the wilderness to her
aplace, where she is nourished for a
time and times and half a time, from
the presence of the bserpent.

15So the cserpent spewed water
out of his mouth like a flood after
the woman, that he might cause her
to be carried away by the flood.

16But the earth helped the
woman, and the earth opened its
mouth and swallowed up the flood
which the ddragon had spewed out
of his mouth.

17And the edragon was enraged
with the woman, and he went to
make war with the frest of her off-
spring, who keep the gcommand-
ments of God and have the testimo-
ny of Jesus Christ.*

VII. The Rise and Reign
of the Beast and False Prophet, 13

The beast out of the sea:
the deadly wound healed

13THEN I* stood on the sand of
the sea. And I saw a hbeast

rising up out of the sea, ihaving sev-
en heads and jten khorns,* and on
his horns ten crowns, and on his
heads a blasphemous lname.

2Now the beast which I saw was
like a leopard, his feet were like the
feet of a bear, and his mouth like
the mouth of a lion. The mdragon

13:1
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33:17, note

l Rev. 17:3

13:2
m Rev. 12:3,9

13:3
n Death (physi-

cal): v. 3; Rev.
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note)
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q Rev. 17:8
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Rev. 11:7
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w Life (eternal): v.
8; Rev. 17:8.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
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12:14
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2:14-15

b Satan: vv. 9-17;
Rev. 20:2. (Gen.
3:1; Rev. 20:10,
note)

12:15
c Satan: vv. 9-17;

Rev. 20:2. (Gen.
3:1; Rev. 20:10,
note)

12:16
d Satan: vv. 9-17;

Rev. 20:2. (Gen.
3:1; Rev. 20:10,
note)

12:17
e Satan: vv. 9-17;

Rev. 20:2. (Gen.
3:1; Rev. 20:10,
note)

f Remnant: vv.
13-17; Rev.
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Rom. 11:5,
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v. 17; Rev.
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gave him his power, his throne, and
great authority.

3And I saw one of his heads as if
it had been nmortally wounded, and
his deadly wound was ohealed. And
all the pworld qmarveled and fol-
lowed the beast.

4So they worshiped the dragon
who gave authority to the beast;
and they worshiped the beast, say-
ing, “Who is like the beast? Who is
able to make war with him?”

5And he was given a rmouth
speaking great things and blasphe-
mies, and he was given authority to
continue* for sforty-two months.

6Then he opened his mouth in
blasphemy against God, to blas-
pheme His name, His tabernacle,
and those who tdwell in heaven.

7It was granted to him to make
uwar with the saints and to over-
come them. And authority was giv-
en him over every tribe,* tongue,
and nation.

8All who dwell on the earth will
worship him, whose names have
vnot been written in the Book of
wLife of the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world.
*12:17 NU-Text and M-Text omit Christ.
*13:1 NU-Text reads he. * NU-Text and 
M-Text read ten horns and seven heads.
*13:5 M-Text reads make war. *13:7 NU-Text
and M-Text add and people.

13:1 saw a beast. In this unveiling of conditions on the
earth at the end of the age, the following factors will be
manifest:

(1) the world ruler is satanically energized (vv. 2,4);
(2) he and his image are worshiped (vv. 4,8,12,15);
(3) he is acknowledged as possessing supreme military

power (v. 4);
(4) he exercises a universal authority (v. 7); and
(5) he persecutes the believers in Christ (vv. 6–7).
The second beast is (1) a deceiver (vv. 13–14), and (2) he

exercises economic dictatorship (vv. 16–17).
13:1 beast rising up. Daniel’s fourth beast (Dan. 7:26,

note). The “ten horns” are explained in Dan. 7:24 and Rev.
17:12 to be ten kings. The whole vision is the last form of
Gentile world power, a confederation of ten nations which
will be a revival of the old Roman Empire. Its sphere will
probably reach out beyond the old boundaries, since it is
to be a world power (v. 8). For example, in Rev. 17:1–7 the
woman arrayed in purple and scarlet is seen sitting on a
scarlet beast. The woman is Babylon, apostate Christen-
dom (see Rev. 18:2, note) and the beast is the final form of
Gentile world power. Because the woman rides the beast,
where one goes the other goes also; thus the world empire

will embrace all the areas of Christendom, which assured-
ly includes the Western Hemisphere. Rev. 13:1–3 refers to
the ten-kingdom power; vv. 4–10, to its ruler who is em-
phatically the “beast” (see Rev. 19:20, note). crowns. Lit-
erally diadems.

13:2 like a leopard. In Dan. 7:4–6 three animals—a
lion, a bear, and a leopard—are seen. They are symbols of
the empires which preceded the Roman Empire, the com-
posite beast (Dan. 7:7) which combined characteristics and
qualities of the first three: Babylonian voracity, Persian
tenacity, and Macedonian swiftness.

13:3 mortally wounded. Fragments of the ancient Ro-
man Empire have never ceased to exist as separate king-
doms. It was the imperial form of government which
ceased; the one head “had been mortally wounded.” What
is written prophetically in v. 3 is the restoration of the im-
perial form as such, though over a federated empire of ten
kingdoms. The head is “healed,” that is, restored, there is
an emperor again—the beast.

13:7 overcome. For the assurance of victory for the
people of God over all these evil forces, see Rev. 15:2.

13:8 in the Book . . . world. Literally from the founda-
tion of the world in the book of the Lamb that was slain.



except one who has the kmark or*

the name of the beast, or the lnum-
ber of his name.

18Here is wisdom. Let him who
has munderstanding calculate the
number of the beast, for it is the
nnumber of a man: His number is
666.

VIII. Parenthetic, 14

The Lamb and the 144,000
on Mount Zion

14THEN I looked, and behold,
a* oLamb standing on Mount

Zion, and with Him one phundred
and forty-four thousand, having* His
Father’s name qwritten on their
foreheads.

2And I heard a voice from heav-
en, like the rvoice of many waters,
and like the voice of loud thunder.
And I heard the sound of sharpists
playing their harps.

3They sang as it were a new song
before the throne, before the four
living creatures, and the elders; and
tno one could learn that song except
the hundred and forty-four thou-
sand who were uredeemed from the
earth.

4These are the ones who were

9If anyone has an ear, let him
hear.

10He who leads into captivity
shall go into captivity; he who kills
with the sword must be killed with
the sword. Here is the apatience
and the faith of the saints.

The beast out of the earth:
the number of a man, 666

11Then I saw banother beast com-
ing up out of the earth, and he had
two chorns dlike a lamb and spoke
like a dragon.

12And he exercises all the authori-
ty of the first beast in his presence,
and causes the earth and those who
dwell in it to eworship the first beast,
whose deadly wound was healed.

13He performs great signs, so that
he even makes f fire come down
from heaven on the earth in the
sight of men.

14And he gdeceives those* who
dwell on the earth by those hsigns
which he was granted to do in the
sight of the beast, telling those who
dwell on the earth to make an im-
age to the beast who was wounded
by the sword and lived.

15He was granted power to give
breath to the image of the beast,
that the image of the beast should
both speak and cause as many as
would not worship the image of the
beast to be ikilled.

16He causes all, both small and
great, rich and poor, free and slave,
to receive ja mark on their right
hand or on their foreheads,

17and that no one may buy or sell

13:17
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l Rev. 15:2

13:18
m 1 Cor. 2:14; cp.

Dan. 12:10

n Cp. Ps. 9:20

14:1
o Rev. 5:6

p Rev. 7:4

q Rev. 7:3; 22:4;
cp. Rev. 13:16
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Rev. 12:9; cp.
1 John 4:1-3

h See vv. 5,11

13:15
i Cp. Dan. 3:1-6

13:16
j Cp. Rev. 7:2-3

1734 REVELATION 13:9—14:4

*13:14 M-Text reads my own people.
*13:17 NU-Text and M-Text omit or.
*14:1 NU-Text and M-Text read the.
* NU-Text and M-Text add His name and.

13:14,15 he was granted. Literally it was given him.

Mount Zion: the hill on which Jerusalem stood.

13:8 WORLD (GREEK KOSMOS),
SUMMARY

In the sense of the present world system, the ethically
bad sense of the word refers to the order or arrangement
under which Satan has organized the world of unbeliev-
ing mankind upon his cosmic principles of force, greed,
selfishness, ambition, and pleasure (Matt. 4:8–9; John
12:31; 14:30; 18:36; Eph. 2:2; 6:12; 1 John 2:15–17).
This world system is imposing and powerful with mili-
tary might; is often outwardly religious, scientific, cul-
tured, and elegant; but, seething with national and com-
mercial rivalries and ambitions, is upheld in any real
crisis only by armed force, and is dominated by satanic
principles. Compare Zech. 12:1–6; see Matt. 4:8, note.

13:11 THE ANTICHRIST, 
SUMMARY

Many identify the “beast coming up out of the earth” as
the Antichrist. According to Scripture “many an-
tichrists” (1 John 2:18) and those who have the “spirit of
the Antichrist” (1 John 4:3) precede and prepare the
way for the final Antichrist. The supreme mark of all an-
tichrists is the denial of the incarnation of the eternal
Son of God (John 1:14; see Matt. 1:16, note). If the
“beast coming up out of the earth” (vv. 11–17) is the
Antichrist, he is the same as the “false prophet” of
16:13; 19:20; 20:10. Because the word “antichrist” is
never directly applied to him, however, some have
considered the term “antichrist,” defined in the sense
against Christ, as applying to the first beast (vv. 1–10),
who is the political ruler.



not defiled with women, for they
are virgins. These are the ones who
a follow the Lamb wherever He
goes. These were bredeemed* from
among men, being firstfruits to God
and to the Lamb.

5And in their mouth was found
no deceit,* for c they are without
fault before the throne of God.*

Vision of the angel
with the everlasting Gospel

6Then I saw another dangel flying
in the midst of heaven, having the
everlasting egospel to preach to
those who dwell on the earth—to
every nation, tribe, tongue, and
people—

7saying with a loud voice, “Fear
God and give glory to Him, for the
hour of His judgment has come; and
worship Him who made heaven and
earth, the sea and springs of water.”

Babylon’s fall foretold
8And another fangel followed,

saying, “Babylon* is gfallen, is fall-

14:8
h Rev. 17:5

14:9
i See Heb. 1:4,

note

j Rev. 13:14-15

k Rev. 13:16
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l Ps. 75:8; Rev.
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25:15
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note

14:11
p Cp. Is. 66:23-

24; Mark 9:48;
Rev. 19:3

q Cp. Rev. 4:8

14:4
a Rev. 7:17
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note

14:5
c Remnant: vv. 1-

5; Rev. 20:4. (Is.
1:9; Rom. 11:5,
note)

14:6
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note

e Gospel: vv. 6-7.
(Gen. 12:3; Rev.
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en, that hgreat city, because she has
made all nations drink of the wine
of the wrath of her fornication.”

Doom to come
on worshipers of the beast

9Then a third iangel followed
them, saying with a loud voice, “If
anyone worships the beast and his
jimage, and receives his kmark on
his forehead or on his hand,

10“he himself shall also ldrink of
the wine of the wrath of God,
which is poured out full strength
into the cup of His indignation. He
shall be mtormented with fire and
brimstone in the npresence of the
holy oangels and in the presence of
the Lamb.

11“And the smoke of their tor-
ment ascends p forever and ever;
and they have qno rest day or night,
*14:4 M-Text adds by Jesus. *14:5 NU-Text
and M-Text read falsehood. * NU-Text and 
M-Text omit before the throne of God.
*14:8 NU-Text reads Babylon the great is fallen, is
fallen, which has made; M-Text reads Babylon the
great is fallen. She has made.

14:6 the midst of heaven. Literally midheaven.

14:6 THE GOSPEL, SUMMARY

The word “gospel” means good news. As used in the NT, the word deals with different aspects of divine revelation.
Absolutely essential to man’s salvation is the Gospel of the grace of God (Rom. 2:16, refs.). This is the good news that
Jesus Christ died on the cross for the sins of the world, that He was raised from the dead on account of our justifica-
tion, and that by Him all who believe are justified from all things. It is described as the Gospel “of God” (Rom. 1:1)
because it originates in His love; “of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:14) because it flows from His sacrifice, and because He is the
object of faith; “of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24) because it saves those whom the law curses; “of the glory of Christ”
(2 Cor. 4:4; compare 1 Tim. 1:11) because it concerns Him who is in the glory and who is bringing many sons to glo-
ry (Heb. 2:10); “of your salvation” (Eph. 1:13) because it is “the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes”
(Rom. 1:16); and “of peace” (Eph. 6:15) because through Christ it makes peace between the believing sinner and God,
and makes inward peace possible.

Another aspect of the good news is the gospel “of the kingdom” (Matt. 4:23), that is, the good news that God pur-
poses to set up on the earth the kingdom of Christ, the Son of David, in fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant (2 Sam.
7:16, note). The good news of this kingdom was announced by the OT prophets (Is. 9:6–7), by Christ in His first com-
ing (Matt. 9:35), and will be proclaimed during the great tribulation (Matt. 24:14).

The “everlasting gospel” (Rev. 14:6ff.) is described as the announcement of divine judgment upon the wicked in the
coming great tribulation. It is good news for the suffering believers as it heralds their coming deliverance and reward
(compare v. 12). In view of this those who “dwell on the earth” are exhorted to fear God and worship Him (v. 7).

The good news of divine revelation is contrasted with “a different gospel” (2 Cor. 11:4; Gal. 1:6) which Paul states
is “not another,” but a perversion of the Gospel of the grace of God. We are warned against all its seductive forms
which deny the sufficiency of grace alone to save, keep, and perfect. Its teachers lie under the awful anathema of God
(Gal. 1:9).

The word “gospel,” therefore, includes various aspects of the good news of divine revelation. But the fact that God
has proclaimed the good news of the Gospel of grace, the Gospel of the coming kingdom, and the everlasting Gospel
of divine judgment upon the wicked and deliverance of believers does not mean that there is more than one Gospel
of salvation. Grace is the basis for salvation in all dispensations, and is under all circumstances the only way of sal-
vation from sin.



IX. The Seven Bowl Judgments, 
15—16

A glorious heavenly scene

15THEN I saw another sign in
heaven, great and mar-

velous: seven sangels having the
tseven last plagues, for in them the
wrath of God is complete.

2And I saw something like a usea
of glass mingled with v fire, and
those who have the wvictory over
the beast, over his ximage and over
his mark* and over the ynumber of
his name, standing on the sea of
glass, having zharps of God.

3They sing the aasong of Moses,
the servant of God, and the song of
the bbLamb, saying:

“Great cc and marvelous are Your
works,

Lord God Almighty!
ddJust and true are Your ways,

O King of the saints!*
4 Who shall not fear You, O Lord,

and glorify Your name?
For You alone are eeholy.
For all nations shall come and

worship before You,
For Your judgments have been

manifested.”
5After these things I looked, and

behold,* the fftemple of the taberna-
cle of the testimony in heaven was
opened.

6And out of the temple came the
seven ggangels having the seven
plagues, hhclothed in pure bright
linen, and having their chests iigird-
ed with golden bands.

7Then one of the four living crea-
tures gave to the seven jjangels sev-
en golden bowls full of the kkwrath
of God who lives forever and ever.

8The temple was ll filled with
smoke from the glory of God and
from His power, and no one was
able to enter the temple till the sev-

who worship the beast and his im-
age, and whoever receives the mark
of his name.”

12Here is the patience of the
saints; here are those* who keep
the acommandments of God and the
faith of Jesus.

Blessedness of the holy dead
13Then I heard a voice from heav-

en saying to me,* b“Write: c‘Blessed
are the dead who die in the Lord
from now on.’ ” “Yes,” says the
dSpirit, “that they may rest from
their labors, and their works follow
ethem.”

Vision of Armageddon
(see 19:17, note)

14Then I looked, and behold, a
white cloud, and on the cloud sat
One flike the Son of Man, having on
His head a ggolden crown, and in
His hand a hsharp sickle.

15And another iangel came out of
the temple, crying with a loud voice
to Him who sat on the cloud,
“Thrust in Your sickle and reap, jfor
the time has come for You* to reap,
for the harvest of the earth is ripe.”

16So He who sat on the cloud
thrust in His sickle on the kearth,
and the earth was reaped.

17Then another langel came out
of the temple which is in heaven,
he also having a sharp sickle.

18And another mangel came out
from the altar, who had npower
over fire, and he cried with a loud
cry to him who had the sharp sick-
le, saying, o“Thrust in your sharp
sickle and gather the clusters of the
vine of the earth, for her grapes are
pfully ripe.”

19So the qangel thrust his sickle
into the earth and gathered the vine
of the earth, and threw it into the
great winepress of the wrath of
God.

20And the rwinepress was tram-
pled outside the city, and blood
came out of the winepress, up to
the horses’ bridles, for one thou-
sand six hundred furlongs.

15:1
s See Heb. 1:4,

note

t Cp. Lev. 26:21

15:2
u Cp. Rev. 4:6

v Cp. 1 Pet. 1:7

w Cp. Rev. 12:11

x Rev. 13:14-15

y Rev. 13:17

z Cp. Ps. 150:3;
Rev. 5:8

15:3
aa Ex. 15:1-21

bb Rev. 15:3; cp.
Ps. 22:22

cc Deut. 32:3-4;
Ps. 92:5;
Rom. 11:33

dd Rev. 16:7

15:4
ee Lev. 11:44;

1 Pet. 1:16;
Rev. 4:8

15:5
ff Cp. Rev.

11:19

15:6
gg See Heb. 1:4,

note

hh Cp. Rev. 19:8

ii Cp. Rev. 1:13

15:7
jj See Heb. 1:4,

note

kk Cp. Jer.
25:15; Rev.
14:10

15:8
ll Cp. Ex. 40:34-

35; 1 Kin.
8:10-11; Is.
6:4; cp.
1 Sam. 4:21-
22

14:12
a Law (of Moses):

v. 12. (Ex. 19:1;
Gal. 3:24, note)

14:13
b Inspiration: v.

13; Rev. 19:9.
(Ex. 4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

c Cp. 1 Cor.
15:51-53; Phil.
1:23

d Holy Spirit (NT):
v. 13; Rev. 17:3.
(Matt. 1:18; Acts
2:4, note)

e 1 Cor. 3:11-15;
15:58

14:14
f Cp. Matt. 24:30;

26:64; Rev. 1:7

g Cp. Rev. 19:12

h Cp. Mark 4:29

14:15
i See Heb. 1:4,

note

j Cp. Jer. 51:33

14:16
k Cp. Matt. 13:30,

36-43; Luke
3:17

14:17
l See Heb. 1:4,

note

14:18
m See Heb. 1:4,

note

n Cp. Rev. 16:8

o Joel 3:13

p Cp. 2 Thess.
2:7-12

14:19
q See Heb. 1:4,

note

14:20
r Is. 63:1-6; Rev.

19:15
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*14:12 NU-Text and M-Text omit here are those.
*14:13 NU-Text and M-Text omit to me.
*14:15 NU-Text and M-Text omit for You.
*15:2 NU-Text and M-Text omit over his mark.
*15:3 NU-Text and M-Text read nations.
*15:5 NU-Text and M-Text omit behold.

14:20 furlongs. See Weights and Measures (NT), Acts
27:28, note.

15:4 judgments. Literally righteous acts.



en plagues of the seven aangels
were completed.

(1) First bowl of wrath

16THEN I heard a loud voice
from the temple saying to

the seven bangels, “Go and cpour
out the bowls* of the wrath of God
on the earth.”

2So the first went and poured out
his bowl upon the dearth, and a foul
and loathsome esore came upon the
men who had the mark of the beast
and those who worshiped his im-
age.

(2) Second bowl of wrath
3Then the second fangel poured

out his bowl on the gsea, and it be-
came blood as of a dead man; and
every living creature in the sea
died.

(3) Third bowl of wrath
4Then the third hangel poured

out his bowl on the rivers and
isprings of water, and they became
jblood.

5And I heard the angel of the wa-
ters saying:

“You are krighteous, O Lord,*
The One who is and who was

and who is to be,*
Because You have judged these

things.
6 For they have lshed the blood

of saints and prophets,
And You have given them

mblood to drink.
For* it is their just due.”

7And I heard another from* the
altar saying, “Even so, Lord God
Almighty, true and righteous are
Your judgments.”

(4) Fourth bowl of wrath
8Then the fourth nangel poured

out his bowl on the osun, and pow-
er was given to him to scorch men
with fire.

9And men were scorched with
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great heat, and they blasphemed the
name of God who has power over
these plagues; and they did not re-
pent and give Him glory.

(5) Fifth bowl of wrath
10Then the fifth pangel poured

out his bowl on the throne of the
beast, and his kingdom became full
of qdarkness; and they gnawed their
tongues because of the pain.

11They blasphemed the God of
heaven because of their pains and
their sores, and did not repent of
their deeds.

(6) Sixth bowl of wrath
12Then the sixth rangel poured

out his bowl son the great river Eu-
phrates, and its water was dried up,
so that the way of the kings from
the east might be prepared.

Parenthetic: Armageddon
(vv. 13–16; see 19:17, note)

13And I saw three unclean tspirits
like frogs coming out of the mouth
of the dragon, out of the mouth of
the beast, and out of the mouth of
the ufalse vprophet.

14For they are spirits of demons,
performing wsigns, which go out to
the kings of the earth and* of the
whole world, to gather them to the
xbattle of that great day of God
Almighty.

15“Behold, yI am coming as a
thief. Blessed is he who watches,
and keeps his zgarments, lest he
walk naked and they see his
shame.”

16And they gathered them togeth-
er to the place called in Hebrew, Ar-
mageddon.*

*16:1 NU-Text and M-Text read seven bowls.
*16:5 NU-Text and M-Text omit O Lord.
* NU-Text and M-Text read who was, the Holy
One. *16:6 NU-Text and M-Text omit For.
*16:7 NU-Text and M-Text omit another from.
*16:14 NU-Text and M-Text omit of the earth and.
*16:16 M-Text reads Megiddo.

16:8 power was given to him. Literally it was given to it.
16:9 power. Or authority.
16:14 world. Greek oikoumenē. See Luke 2:1, note.
16:16 Armageddon. Although the battle of Armaged-

don is described in ch. 19 (see 19:17, note), only in this

verse is the location given. The word is generally interpret-
ed as meaning the mountain of Megiddo. Megiddo is lo-
cated on the north side of the plain of Jezreel, and is often
referred to in the OT as a military stronghold (Josh. 12:21;
17:11; 2 Kin. 9:27; 23:29; see Judg. 5:19, note).



saw a woman sitting on a scarlet
beast which was full of rnames of
blasphemy, having seven heads and
ten shorns.

4The woman was tarrayed in pur-
ple and scarlet, and adorned with
gold and precious stones and pearls,
having in her hand a golden ucup
full of abominations and the filthi-
ness of her fornication.*

5And on her forehead a name was
written:

vMYSTERY,
wBABYLON THE GREAT,

THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS 
AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS 

OF THE EARTH.
6I saw the woman, drunk with

the blood of the saints and with the
blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And
when I saw her, I marveled with
great amazement.

The harlot overthrown
7But the xangel said to me, “Why

did you marvel? I will tell you the
ymystery of the woman and of the
beast that carries her, which has the
seven heads and the ten zhorns.

8“The beast that you saw was,
and is not, and will ascend out of
the bottomless pit and go to perdi-
tion. And those who aadwell on the
earth bbwill marvel, whose names
are not written in the ccBook of
ddLife from the foundation of the
world, when they see the beast that
was, and is not, and yet eeis.*

9 ff“Here is the mind which has
wisdom: ggThe seven heads are sev-
en mountains on which the woman
sits.

10“There are also seven kings.
Five have fallen, one is, and the oth-
er has not yet come. And when he
comes, he must hhcontinue a short
time.

11“The iibeast that was, and is not,

(7) Seventh bowl of wrath
17Then the seventh aangel poured

out his bowl into the air, and a loud
voice came out of the temple of
heaven, from the throne, saying,
b“It is cdone!”

18And there were noises and
thunderings and lightnings; and
there was a great dearthquake, such
a mighty and great earthquake as
had not occurred since men were
on the earth.

19Now the great city was divided
into three parts, and the cities of
the enations fell. And fgreat gBab-
ylon was remembered before God,
to give her the hcup of the wine of
the fierceness of His wrath.

20Then every i island fled away,
and the mountains were not found.

21And great jhail from heaven fell
upon men, each hailstone about the
weight of a talent. Men blasphemed
God because of the plague of the
hail, since that plague was exceed-
ingly great.

X. The Doom of Babylon, 17—18

The harlot: apostate Christendom
exerts power over the revived

fourth world empire

17THEN one of the seven kan-
gels who had the seven

bowls came and talked with me,
saying to me,* “Come, I will show
you the ljudgment of the mgreat har-
lot who sits on many nwaters,

2“with whom the okings of the
earth committed fornication, and
the inhabitants of the earth were
made pdrunk with the wine of her
fornication.”

3So he carried me away in the
qSpirit into the wilderness. And I
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1738 REVELATION 16:17—17:11

*17:1 NU-Text and M-Text omit to me.
*17:4 M-Text reads the filthiness of the fornication
of the earth. *17:8 NU-Text and M-Text read
and shall be present.

16:21 talent. See Weights and Measures (NT), Acts
27:28, note.

17:8 will. Or is about to. bottomless pit. Literally
abyss. Rev. 9:1; 11:7. world. Greek kosmos. See Matt.
4:8, note.

16:19 THE TIMES OF 
THE GENTILES, SUMMARY

“The times of the Gentiles” (Luke 21:24) is that long pe-
riod that began with the Babylonian captivity of Judah,
under Nebuchadnezzar, and is to be brought to an end
by the destruction of Gentile world power by the stone
“cut out without hands” (Dan. 2:34–35,44), that is, the
coming of the Lord in glory (Rev. 19:11,21). Until then
Jerusalem will be, as Christ said, “trampled by Gentiles”
(Luke 21:24).



is himself also the eighth, and is of
the seven, and is going to perdition.

12“The a ten bhorns which you
saw are c ten kings who have re-
ceived no kingdom as yet, but they
receive authority for done hour as
kings with the beast.

13“These are of one mind, and
they will give their power and au-
thority to the beast.

Victory for the Lamb
14“These will make ewar with the

Lamb, and the Lamb will fovercome
them, for He is gLord of lords and
hKing of kings; and those who are
with Him are called, ichosen, and
faithful.”

15Then he said to me, “The wa-
ters which you saw, where the har-
lot sits, are peoples, multitudes, na-
tions, and tongues.

16“And the ten jhorns which you
saw on* the beast, these will hate
the harlot, make her kdesolate and
naked, eat her flesh and lburn her
with fire.

17“For God has put it into their
hearts to fulfill mHis purpose, to be
of one mind, and to give their king-
dom to the beast, until the words of
God are fulfilled.

18:1
n See Heb. 1:4,

note

18:2
o Rev. 14:8

18:3
p Cp. Jer. 51:7

q vv. 11-12

18:4
r Cp. Rev. 16:7

s Separation: v. 4.
(Gen. 12:1;
2 Cor. 6:17,
note)

t See Rom. 3:23,
note

18:5
u See Rom. 3:23,

note

v Cp. Jer. 51:9

18:6
w Cp. Jer.

50:15,29

18:7
x Cp. Is. 47:7-8

17:12
a Rev. 13:1

b See Deut.
33:17, note

c Cp. Dan. 7:24

d Cp. Rev. 18:10

17:14
e Rev. 19:19

f Rev. 19:20; cp.
2 Thess. 2:8-9

g Rev. 19:16; cp.
1 Tim. 6:15

h Kingdom (NT):
v. 14; Rev.
19:16. (Matt.
2:2; 1 Cor.
15:24, note)

i Election (corpo-
rate): v. 14.
(Deut. 7:6;
1 Pet. 5:13,
note)

17:16
j See Deut.

33:17, note

k Rev. 18:17

l Cp. Lev. 21:9;
James 4:4

17:17
m Cp. Rev.

18:8,20

REVELATION 17:12—18:8 1739
18“And the woman whom you

saw is that great city which reigns
over the kings of the earth.”

Babylon destroyed

18AFTER these things I saw an-
other nangel coming down

from heaven, having great authority,
and the earth was illuminated with
his glory.

2And he cried mightily* with a
loud voice, saying, “Babylon the
great is ofallen, is fallen, and has be-
come a dwelling place of demons, a
prison for every foul spirit, and a
cage for every unclean and hated
bird!

3“For all the nations have pdrunk
of the wine of the wrath of her for-
nication, the kings of the earth have
committed fornication with her, and
the qmerchants of the earth have
become rich through the abundance
of her luxury.”

4And I heard ranother voice from
heaven saying, s“Come out of her,
my people, lest you share in her
tsins, and lest you receive of her
plagues.

5“For her usins have vreached* to
heaven, and God has remembered
her iniquities.

6w“Render to her just as she ren-
dered to you,* and repay her double
according to her works; in the cup
which she has mixed, mix double
for her.

7“In the measure that she glori-
fied herself and lived luxuriously, in
the same measure give her torment
and sorrow; for she says in her
heart, ‘I sit as xqueen, and am no
widow, and will not see sorrow.’

8“Therefore her plagues will
come in one day—death and
mourning and famine. And she will
be utterly burned with fire, for
*17:16 NU-Text and M-Text read saw, and the
beast. *18:2 NU-Text and M-Text omit mightily.
*18:5 NU-Text and M-Text read have been heaped
up. *18:6 NU-Text and M-Text omit to you.

17:12 ten. Frequently in Scripture “ten” is the number
of kings or kingdoms designated as opposed to Israel in her
past history (Gen. 15:19–21; Ps. 83:1–8), or to be federated
against Christ and the people of God in the future (Jer. 46—
51; Dan. 2:41–42; 7:7,20,24; Rev. 12:3; 13:1).

18:3 luxury. Or wantonness.

18:2 THE MEANING OF BABYLON

The name “Babylon,” in prophecy, is sometimes used
in a larger sense than mere reference to either the an-
cient city or nation (see Is. 13:1, note). There are two
forms which Babylon is to have in the end-time: politi-
cal Babylon (Rev. 17:8–17) and ecclesiastical Babylon
(Rev. 17:1–7,18; 18:1–24). Political Babylon is the
beast’s confederated empire, the last form of Gentile
world dominion. Ecclesiastical Babylon is all apostate
Christendom. It may very well be that this union will
embrace all the religions of the world.

Although some hold to a literal rebuilding of the city
of Babylon (claiming that Is. 13:5–6,10,19–22; 14:1–6,
22,25–26 necessitate future fulfillment), the evidence
seems to point to the symbolic use of the name here
(since Is. 13:19–22; Jer. 51:24–26,62–64 appear to pre-
clude such a restoration). In this latter view the refer-
ence is to Rome (compare Rev. 18:10,16,18).

Ecclesiastical Babylon is the “great harlot” (Rev. 17:1)
and is to be destroyed by political Babylon (Rev.
17:15–18), so that the beast may alone be the object of
worship (2 Thess. 2:3–4; Rev. 13:15). The power of po-
litical Babylon will be destroyed by the return of the Lord
in glory. See Armageddon, Rev. 16:14,16; 19:17, note.



and saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city,
in which all who had ships on the
sea became rich by her wealth! For
in one hour she is made desolate.’

Heaven rejoices over Babylon’s fall
20n“Rejoice over her, O heaven,

and you holy apostles* and prophets,
for God has avenged you on her!”

21Then a omighty angel took up a
stone like a great pmillstone and
threw it into the sea, saying, “Thus
with violence the great city Babylon
shall be thrown down, and shall not
be found anymore.

22“The qsound of harpists, musi-
cians, flutists, and trumpeters shall
not be heard in you anymore. No
craftsman of any craft shall be found
in you anymore, and the sound of a
millstone shall not be heard in you
anymore.

23“The light of a lamp shall not
shine in you anymore, and the voice
of rbridegroom and bride shall not
be heard in you anymore. For your
merchants were the great men of
the earth, for by your sorcery all the
nations were deceived.

24“And in her was found the
sblood of prophets and saints, and of
all who were tslain on the earth.”

XI. The Battle of Armageddon
and the Millennium that Follows,

19:1—20:6

Rejoicing in heaven over destruction of
the harlot (cp. 17:16–17; 18:8)

19AFTER these things I heard*

a loud uvoice of a great mul-
titude in heaven, saying, “Alleluia!
vSalvation and glory and honor and
power belong to the Lord* our God!

2“For true and righteous are His
w judgments, because He has judged
the great xharlot who corrupted the
earth with her fornication; and He
has yavenged on her the blood of
His servants shed by her.”

astrong is the Lord God who judges*

her.

Earth dwellers lament
Babylon’s destruction

9“The bkings of the earth who
committed fornication and lived
luxuriously with her cwill weep and
lament for her, when they see the
smoke of her burning,

10“standing at a distance for fear
of her torment, saying, ‘Alas, alas,
that great city dBabylon, that mighty
city! For in eone hour your judg-
ment has come.’

11“And the fmerchants of the
earth will weep and gmourn over
her, for no one buys their merchan-
dise anymore:

12“merchandise of gold and silver,
precious stones and pearls, fine
linen and purple, silk and scarlet,
every kind of citron wood, every
kind of object of ivory, every kind of
object of most precious wood,
bronze, iron, and marble;

13“and cinnamon and incense,
fragrant oil and frankincense, wine
and oil, fine flour and wheat, cattle
and sheep, horses and chariots, and
bodies and souls of men.

14“The fruit that your soul longed
for has hgone from you, and all the
things which are rich and splendid
have gone from you,* and you shall
find them no more at all.

15“The merchants of these things,
who became rich by her, will istand
at a distance for fear of her torment,
weeping and wailing,

16“and saying, ‘Alas, alas, j that
great city that was kclothed in fine
linen, purple, and scarlet, and
adorned with gold and precious
stones and pearls!

17‘For in lone hour such great
riches came to mnothing.’ Every
shipmaster, all who travel by ship,
sailors, and as many as trade on the
sea, stood at a distance

18“and cried out when they saw
the smoke of her burning, saying,
‘What is like this great city?’

19“They threw dust on their heads
and cried out, weeping and wailing,

18:20
n Rev. 12:12; cp.

Is. 44:23; Jer.
51:48

18:21
o Cp. Rev. 10:1

p Cp. Jer. 51:63-
64

18:22
q Cp. Rev. 14:1-3

18:23
r Cp. Jer. 16:9

18:24
s Rev. 16:6; 17:6

t Death (physi-
cal): v. 24.
(Gen. 2:17;
Heb. 9:27, note)

19:1
u v. 20; Rev.

11:15

v See Rom. 1:16,
note

19:2
w Rev. 16:7

x Rev. 17:1

y Luke 18:7-8;
Rev. 6:10

18:8
a Jer. 50:34; Heb.

10:31

18:9
b Rev. 17:2

c Cp. Jer. 50:46

18:10
d See Is. 13:1,

note 2

e vv. 17-19; cp.
Rev. 17:12

18:11
f vv. 3,15

g Cp. Is. 13:19

18:14
h Cp. Rev. 17:16

18:15
i vv. 10,17

18:16
j Rev. 17:18

k Rev. 17:4

18:17
l vv. 10,19; cp.

Rev. 17:12

m Rev. 17:16

1740 REVELATION 18:9—19:2

*18:8 NU-Text and M-Text read has judged.
*18:14 NU-Text and M-Text read been lost to you.
*18:20 NU-Text and M-Text read saints and
apostles. *19:1 NU-Text and M-Text add
something like. * NU-Text and M-Text omit the
Lord.

18:12 citron wood. Decorative and scented wood. 18:20 avenged . . . her. Literally judged your verdict on
her.



3Again they said, “Alleluia! Her
asmoke rises up forever and ever!”

4And the twenty-four elders and
the four living creatures fell down
and worshiped God who sat on the
throne, saying, “Amen! Alleluia!”

5Then a voice came from the
throne, saying, b“Praise our God, all
you His servants and those who fear
Him, both* small and great!”

6And I heard, as it were, the
voice of a great multitude, as the
sound of many waters and as the
sound of mighty cthunderings, say-
ing, “Alleluia! For the* Lord God
Omnipotent reigns!

Marriage of the Lamb
7“Let us be glad and rejoice and

give Him glory, for the dmarriage of
the Lamb has come, and His ewife
has made herself ready.”

8And to her it was granted to be
arrayed in fine linen, clean and

19:8
f Righteousness

(garment): v. 8.
(Gen. 3:21; Rev.
19:8, note)

19:9
g Inspiration: v. 9;

Rev. 21:5. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

h Cp. Luke 14:15

19:10
i Heb. 1:14

j Luke 24:27;
John 5:39; cp.
Eph. 1:9-10;
1 Pet. 1:10-12

19:11
k Ps. 45:3-4; cp.

Matt. 21:2-5

l Christ (second
advent): vv. 11-
21; Rev. 20:4.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

m Rev. 3:7

19:3
a Rev. 18:9,18

19:5
b Ps. 134

19:6
c Cp. Ex. 20:18

19:7
d Matt. 22:1-14;

cp. Eph. 5:22-27

e Bride (of Christ):
vv. 6-9; Rev.
21:9. (John
3:29; Rev. 19:7,
note)

REVELATION 19:3–11 1741
bright, for the fine linen is the frigh-
teous acts of the saints.

9Then he said to me, g“Write:
h‘Blessed are those who are called
to the marriage supper of the
Lamb!’ ” And he said to me, “These
are the true sayings of God.”

10And I fell at his feet to worship
him. But he said to me, “See that
you do not do that! I am your ifel-
low servant, and of your brethren
who have the jtestimony of Jesus.
Worship God! For the testimony of
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”

Second coming of Christ
in glory (cp. Matt. 24:16–30)

11Now I saw heaven opened, and
behold, a white khorse. And lHe
who sat on him was called mFaithful
and True, and in righteousness He
judges and makes war.
*19:5 NU-Text and M-Text omit both.
*19:6 NU-Text and M-Text read our.

19:10 Jesus. Although men, cities, and nations have a
large part in Biblical prophecy, its chief subject is a Person,
the Lord Jesus Christ. As John was reminded at this climac-
tic point when he was about to see the appearance of
Christ in glory, “the testimony of [witness concerning] Jesus
is the spirit of prophecy.” All the prophetic themes are to
be studied with care, but never in such a way as to obscure
the fact of the centrality of Jesus Christ.

19:11 saw heaven. The vision is of the departure from
heaven of Christ, with the saints and angels, preparatory to
the catastrophe in which Gentile world power, headed up
in the beast, is struck by the stone “cut out without hands”
(Dan. 2:34–35). judges. Throughout the NT Christ is set

forth as the Judge of mankind: He Himself declares this
(John 5:22–23,27,30). This is re-emphasized in the preach-
ing of the apostolic church: by Peter (Acts 10:42), and by
Paul in his address to the Athenians (Acts 17:31; compare
Rom. 2:16). Christ also will be the Judge of believers—for
their works, not for salvation (Rom. 14:10; 2 Cor. 5:10).
The controlling factor of judgment will be righteousness, a
theme which begins at Gen. 18:25 and continues through
the Scriptures to Rev. 19:11 (compare Ps. 9:8; 50:6, etc.).

19:7 BRIDE OF CHRIST, 
SUMMARY

“The marriage of the Lamb” (literally “the marriage sup-
per of the Lamb”) is the consummation of the marriage
of Christ and the Church as His bride. The figure is ac-
cording to the oriental pattern of marriage, covering
three stages:

(1) the betrothal, legally binding when the individual
members of the body of Christ are saved;

(2) the coming of the Bridegroom for His bride at the
rapture of the Church; and

(3) the marriage supper of the Lamb, occurring in
connection with the second coming of Christ to estab-
lish His millennial kingdom. The Lamb’s wife is to be
contrasted with the harlot of 17:1; and she is also to be
distinguished from Israel, the unfaithful wife of the LORD
(Jehovah) in historic times, who is to be restored in the
millennium (Is. 54:1–10; Hos. 2:1–17).

19:8 RIGHTEOUSNESS
(GARMENT), SUMMARY

The garment in Scripture is a symbol of righteousness.
In the bad ethical sense it symbolizes self-righteous-
ness, e.g. Is. 64:6. See Phil. 3:6–8 showing the best that
a moral and religious man under law could do. In the
good ethical sense the garment symbolizes

(1) the basic provision of God’s salvation by grace
through faith in Christ, the “garments of salvation . . .
the robe of righteousness [Greek dikaiosunē]” (Is.
61:10; Rom. 3:21, note); and

(2) the garment of “fine linen . . . the righteous acts
[from Greek dikaiōma] of the saints,” as here in v. 8,
works of godliness and goodness produced by the Holy
Spirit, as the believer judges the flesh and yields himself
to God (Rom. 13:14). These are the “good works” for
which we are “created in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:10), with
which believers are to adorn themselves to bring honor
to Christ’s name here (Matt. 5:16; 1 Tim. 2:10; Titus
2:8–10; 3:8; 1 Pet. 2:12; 3:3–5; 5:5) and hereafter
(Rom. 2:7,10; 1 Cor. 3:12–14, note; Phil. 1:10–11;
1 Pet. 1:7; Rev. 19:8).



Armageddon
(see note; cp. 16:14–16)

17Then I saw an angel standing in
the sun; and he cried with a loud
voice, saying to all the birds that fly
in the midst of heaven, h“Come and
gather together for the isupper of
the great God,*

18“that you may jeat the flesh of
kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh
of mighty men, the flesh of horses
and of those who sit on them, and
the flesh of all people, free* and
slave, both small and great.”

19And I saw the kbeast, the lkings
of the earth, and their armies, gath-
ered together to mmake war against
Him nwho sat on the horse and
against His army.

Doom of beast and false prophet
20Then the beast was captured,

and with him the o false prophet
who worked signs in his presence,
by which he deceived those who
received the mark of the beast and
those who pworshiped his image.

12His aeyes were like a flame of
fire, and on His head were many
crowns. He had* a name written
bthat no one knew except Himself.

13He was clothed with a robe
dipped in blood, and His name is
called The cWord of God.

14And the armies in heaven,
clothed in fine linen, white and
clean,* followed Him on white
horses.

15Now out of His dmouth goes a
sharp* sword, that with it He should
strike the nations. And He Himself
will erule them with a rod of iron.
He Himself ftreads the winepress of
the fierceness and wrath of Al-
mighty God.

16And He has on His robe and on
His thigh a name written:

gKING OF KINGS
AND LORD OF LORDS.

19:17
h Armageddon

(battle of): vv.
11-21. (Is.
10:27; Rev.
19:17, note)

i Cp. Ezek. 39:17-
20

19:18
j Cp. Ezek. 32:21-

31

19:19
k The Beast: vv.

19-20. (Dan.
7:8; Rev. 19:20,
note)

l Rev. 16:13-16

m Day (of the
LORD): vv. 11-
21. (Ps. 2:9;
Rev. 19:19,
note)

n v. 11

19:20
o Antichrist: v. 20.

(Matt. 24:5; Rev.
13:11, note)

p Rev. 13:8,13

19:12
a Rev. 1:14

b Cp. vv. 13,16;
Matt. 11:27

19:13
c John 1:1,14

19:15
d Is. 11:4;

2 Thess. 2:8;
Rev. 1:16

e Ps. 2:8-9

f Is. 63:3-6; Rev.
14:20; cp. Matt.
21:44

19:16
g Kingdom (NT):

vv. 11-21; Rev.
20:6. (Matt. 2:2;
1 Cor. 15:24,
note)

1742 REVELATION 19:12–20

*19:12 M-Text adds names written, and.
*19:14 NU-Text and M-Text read pure white linen.
*19:15 M-Text adds two-edged. *19:17 NU-
Text and M-Text read the great supper of God.
*19:18 NU-Text and M-Text read both free.

19:12 crowns. Literally diadems.
19:17 the midst of heaven. Literally midheaven. Come

and gather together. Armageddon (the name itself is to be
found only in 16:16) is the ancient hill and valley of Megid-
do, west of the Jordan in the plain of Jezreel between Samaria
and Galilee. It is the appointed place where the armies of the
beast and false prophet will be destroyed by Christ’s de-
scending to earth in glory (vv. 11,15,19,21), as well as any
other forces which will come against the beast in their attack
on Palestine (e.g. the remainder of the Far Eastern army of
200 million men), and others (9:13–18; 16:12–14,16; com-
pare Joel 3:9–16; Zech. 12:1–9; 14:1–4; Matt. 24:27–30).
The battle is a fulfillment of the striking-stone prophecy of
Dan. 2:35, where see note. See also Is. 2:12, refs.

19:19 THE DAY OF THE LORD, 
SUMMARY

The Day of the LORD is that period of time when God
openly intervenes in the affairs of men—in judgment
and in blessing. See Joel 1:15, note. It will begin with
the translation of the Church and will terminate with
the cleansing of the heavens and the earth preparatory
to the bringing into being of the new heavens and the
new earth.

The order of events appears to be:
(1) the rapture of the Church just preceding the be-

ginning of the Day of the LORD (1 Thess. 4:13–17);
(2) the fulfillment of Daniel’s seventieth week (Dan.

9:27), the latter half of which is the great tribulation
(Matt. 24:21; see Rev. 7:14, note);

(3) the return of the Lord in glory to establish the mil-
lennial kingdom (Matt. 24:29–30);

(4) the destruction of the beast, the false prophet, and
their armies, which is the “great and awesome” aspect
of the day (Rev. 19:11–21);

(5) the judgment of individual Gentiles according to
their treatment of Christ’s brethren, the Jewish people
(Zech. 14:1–9; Matt. 25:31–46) and the judgment of Is-
rael (Ezek. 20:34–38);

(6) the millennial reign of Christ on earth (Rev. 20:4–6);
(7) the satanic revolt and its judgment (Rev. 20:7–10);
(8) the resurrection and final judgment of the wicked

(Rev. 20:11–15);
(9) the destruction of the present earth and heaven by

fire preparatory for the future “day of God” (2 Pet.
3:10–12); and

(10) the creation of the new heavens and the new
earth (Is. 65:17–19; 66:22; 2 Pet. 3:13; Rev. 21:1).

19:20 THE BEAST, SUMMARY

This “beast” is the little “horn” of Dan. 7:24–26; the
“one who makes desolate” of Dan. 9:27; the “abomina-
tion of desolation” of Matt. 24:15; the “man of sin” of
2 Thess. 2:4–8; and earth’s last and most awful tyrant,
Satan’s cruel instrument of wrath and hatred against
God and the Jewish saints. To him Satan gives the pow-
er which he offered to Christ (Matt. 4:8–9; Rev. 13:4).
See The Great Tribulation, Ps. 2:5; Rev. 7:14, note.



These two were acast alive into the
lake of fire burning with brimstone.

Doom of kings and armies
21And the rest were killed with

the sword which proceeded from
the bmouth of Him who sat on the
horse. And all the birds were filled
with their flesh.

Satan bound in the bottomless pit
during the Kingdom Age

20THEN I saw an angel coming
down from heaven, having

the key to the bottomless pit and a
great chain in his hand.

2He laid hold of the dragon, that
serpent of old, who is the cDevil
and Satan, and bound him for a
thousand years;

3and he cast him into the bottom-
less pit, and shut him up, and set a
seal on him, so that he should dde-
ceive the nations no more till the

20:4
e 1 Cor. 6:2

f Remnant: v. 4.
(Is. 1:9; Rom.
11:5, note)

g Cp. Rev. 13:15-
17; 14:9-13

h John 14:19

i v. 6; cp. 2 Tim.
2:12

j Christ (second
advent): vv. 4-6;
Rev. 22:7.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

20:5
k Resurrection:

vv. 4-6; Rev.
20:12-13.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

20:6
l Cp. Rev. 14:13

19:20
a Day (of destruc-

tion): v. 20; Rev.
20:11. (Job
21:30; Rev.
20:11, note)

19:21
b Is. 11:4;

2 Thess. 2:8;
Rev. 1:16

20:2
c Satan: v. 2; Rev.

20:7. (Gen. 3:1;
Rev. 20:10,
note)

20:3
d v. 8; cp. 2 Cor.

4:4; Rev. 13:14

REVELATION 19:21—20:6 1743
thousand years were finished. But
after these things he must be re-
leased for a little while.

Completion of first resurrection
(see 1 Cor. 15:52, note),

and the Kingdom Age
4And I saw thrones, and they sat

on them, and judgment was com-
mitted e to them. Then I saw the
souls of f those who had been be-
headed for their witness to Jesus
and for the word of God, who had
gnot worshiped the beast or his im-
age, and had not received his mark
on their foreheads or on their
hands. And they hlived and ireigned
jwith Christ for a* thousand years.

5But the rest of the dead did not
live again until the thousand years
were finished. This is the first kres-
urrection.

6 lBlessed and holy is he who has
*20:4 M-Text reads the.

20:2 thousand years. The expression “thousand years,”
which occurs six times in vv. 1–7, gave rise to the term
“millennium” (from the Latin mille meaning thousand, and
annus meaning year). The millennium is that period of time
during which Christ will reign upon the earth, a time of
universal peace, prosperity, long life, and prevailing righ-
teousness. The early church fathers, e.g. Justin Martyr and
Irenaeus, interpreted this passage as referring to a future
literal period of time. See Ps. 72:1–20; Is. 9:6–7; 11:1–9;
24:22–23; 30:15–33; 35:1–10; 44:1–28; 49:1–26; 65:17–

25; Jer. 23:5–6; 33:15; Mic. 4:1–4; Matt. 25:31–32; 1 Cor.
15:24–28.

20:5 first resurrection. The first resurrection is the res-
urrection of the just (Luke 14:14). Although it is shown in
both the OT and NT that the resurrection of the just to life
eternal, and the resurrection of the lost to everlasting con-
demnation, are distinct from one another (e.g. Dan. 12:2;
John 5:29), here for the first time the precise interval be-
tween the two resurrections is revealed as a period of 1000
years. See 1 Cor. 15:52, note.

20:4 THE SEVENTH DISPENSATION: THE KINGDOM

This is the last of the ordered ages which condition human life on the earth. It is the kingdom covenanted to David
(2 Sam. 7:8–17, see v. 16, note; Zech. 12:8, Summary; Luke 1:31–33; 1 Cor. 15:24, Summary). David’s greater Son,
the Lord Jesus Christ, will rule over the earth as King of kings and Lord of lords for 1000 years, associating with Him-
self in that reign His saints of all ages (Rev. 3:21; 5:9–10; 11:15–18; 15:3–4; 19:16; 20:4,6).

The Kingdom Age gathers into itself under Christ the various “times” spoken of in the Scriptures:
(1) The time of oppression and misrule ends when Christ establishes His kingdom (Is. 11:3–4).
(2) The time of testimony and divine forbearance ends in judgment (Matt. 25:31–46; Acts 17:30–31; Rev. 20:7–15).
(3) The time of toil ends in rest and reward (2 Thess. 1:6–7).
(4) The time of suffering ends in glory (Rom. 8:17–18).
(5) The time of Israel’s blindness and chastisement ends in restoration and conversion (Ezek. 39:25–29; Rom.

11:25–27).
(6) The times of the Gentiles end in the striking down of the image and the setting up of the kingdom of the heav-

ens (Dan. 2:34–35; Rev. 19:15–21). And
(7) the time of creation’s bondage ends in deliverance at the manifestation of the sons of God (Gen. 3:17; Is.

11:6–8; Rom. 8:19–21).
At the conclusion of the thousand years, Satan is released for a little while and instigates a final rebellion which is

summarily put down by the Lord. Christ casts Satan into the lake of fire to be eternally tormented, defeats the last en-
emy—death—and then delivers up the kingdom to the Father (see 1 Cor. 15:24, note, especially point 7).

For notes on the other dispensations, see Innocence (Gen. 1:28); Conscience or Moral Responsibility (Gen. 3:7);
Human Government (Gen. 8:15); Promise (Gen. 12:1); Law (Ex. 19:1); Church (Acts 2:1).



Satan cast into lake of fire
10The gdevil, who deceived them,

was cast into the lake of fire and
brimstone where* the beast and the
false prophet are. And they will be
tormented day and night forever
and ever.

Second resurrection and great
white throne judgment

11Then I saw a hgreat white
throne and Him who sat on it, from
whose face the earth and the heav-
en fled away. And ithere was found
no place for them.

12And I saw the jdead, small and
great, standing before God,* and
kbooks were opened. And another
lbook was opened, which is the
Book of mLife. And the dead were
judged according to their works, by

part in the first aresurrection. Over
such the bsecond death has no pow-
er, but they shall be cpriests of God
and of Christ, and shall dreign with
Him a thousand years.

XII. The Final Judgment
and the Holy City, 20:7—22:5

Satan loosed at end of 1000 years;
rebellion quelled

7Now when the thousand years
have expired, eSatan will be re-
leased from his prison

8and will go out to deceive the na-
tions which are in the four corners of
the earth, fGog and Magog, to gather
them together to battle, whose num-
ber is as the sand of the sea.

9They went up on the breadth of
the earth and surrounded the camp
of the saints and the beloved city.
And fire came down from God out
of heaven and devoured them.

20:10
g Satan: vv. 7-10.

(Gen. 3:1; Rev.
20:10, note)

20:11
h Day (of judg-

ment): vv. 11-
15. (Matt.
10:15; Rev.
20:11, note)

i Day (of destruc-
tion): vv. 11-15.
(Job 21:30; Rev.
20:11, note)

20:12
j Death (spiritual):

vv. 12-15. (Gen.
2:17; Eph. 2:5,
note)

k Judgments (the
seven): vv. 11-
15; Rev. 22:12.
(2 Sam. 7:14;
Rev. 20:12,
note)

l Cp. Luke 10:20
m Life (eternal): v.

12; Rev. 20:15.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

20:6
a Resurrection:

vv. 4-6; Rev.
20:12-13.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

b Death (the sec-
ond): v. 6; Rev.
20:14. (John
8:21; Rev.
20:14, note)

c Rev. 1:6

d Kingdom (NT):
v. 6; Rev. 21:5.
(Matt. 2:2;
1 Cor. 15:24,
note)

20:7
e Satan: vv. 7-10.

(Gen. 3:1; Rev.
20:10, note)

20:8
f See Ezek. 38:2,

note

1744 REVELATION 20:7–12

*20:10 NU-Text and M-Text add also.
*20:12 NU-Text and M-Text read the throne.

20:11 The NT expressions “the judgment” and “the day
of judgment,” as the passages and their context show, refer
to this final judgment of vv. 11–15.

The “day of destruction” is that aspect of the Day of the
LORD (Is. 2:12; Joel 1:15, note; Rev. 19:19, Summary) which
visits final and eternal judgment upon the wicked. Three
such “days” are included in the Day of the LORD and are de-
scribed in the marginal references beginning with Is. 34:2.

20:12 judged. The final judgment. The subjects are the
“dead.” As the redeemed were raised from among the dead
1000 years before (v. 5) and have been in glory with Christ
during that period, the “dead” can only be the wicked
dead, from the beginning of human history to the setting up
of the great white throne in space. As there are degrees in
punishment (Luke 12:47–48), the dead are judged accord-
ing to their works. The Book of Life is there to answer such

20:10 SATAN, SUMMARY

This fearful being, apparently created one of the cherubim (Ezek. 1:5, note; 28:12, note) and anointed for a position
of great authority, perhaps over the primitive creation (Gen. 1:2, note; Ezek. 28:11–15), fell through pride (Is.
14:12–14). His “I will” (Is. 14:13) marks the introduction of sin into the universe.

Cast out of heaven (Luke 10:18), he makes earth and air the scene of his tireless activity (Eph. 2:2; 1 Pet. 5:8). After
the creation of man he entered into the serpent (Gen. 3:1, note) and, beguiling Eve by his subtlety, secured the down-
fall of Adam and through him of the race, and the entrance of sin into the world of men (Rom. 5:12–14).

The Adamic Covenant (Gen. 3:15, note) promised the ultimate defeat of Satan through the “Seed” of the woman.
Then began Satan’s long warfare against the work of God on behalf of humanity, which still continues. The present
world system (Rev. 13:8), organized upon the principles of force, greed, selfishness, ambition, and sinful pleasure, is
his work and was the bribe which he offered to Christ (Matt. 4:8–9). Of that world system he is ruler (John 14:30;
16:11), and god (2 Cor. 4:4).

As “prince of the power of the air” (Eph. 2:2) he is at the head of a vast host of demons (Matt. 7:22, note). To him,
under God, was committed upon earth the power of death (Heb. 2:14). Cast out of heaven as his proper sphere and
“position of authority,” he still has access to God as the “accuser of our brethren” (Rev. 12:10) and is permitted a cer-
tain power of sifting or testing the self-confident and carnal among believers (Job 1:6–11; Luke 22:31–32; 1 Cor. 5:5;
1 Tim. 1:20); but this is a strictly permissive and limited power, and believers so sifted are kept in faith through the ad-
vocacy of Christ (Luke 22:31–32; 1 John 2:1, note).

At the beginning of the great tribulation Satan’s privilege of access to God as accuser will be withdrawn (Rev.
12:7–12). At the return of Christ in glory Satan will be bound for 1000 years (Rev. 20:2), after which he will be “re-
leased for a little while” (Rev. 20:3,7–8) and will become the head of a final effort to overthrow the kingdom. Defeat-
ed in this, he will be cast into the lake of fire, his final doom. The notion that he reigns in hell is not biblical. He is ruler
of this present world system but will be tormented in the lake of fire.



the things which were written in
the books.

13The sea agave up the dead who
were in it, and Death and bHades
adelivered up the dead who were in
them. And they were judged, each
one according to his works.

14Then Death and cHades were
cast into the lake of fire. This is the
second ddeath.*

15And anyone not found written
in the Book of eLife was cast into
the lake of fire.

The new heaven, the new earth,
and the new Jerusalem

21NOW I saw a fnew heaven
and a new earth, for the

gfirst heaven and the first earth had
passed away. Also there was no
more sea.

2Then I, John,* saw the hholy city,
New Jerusalem, coming down out
of heaven from God, prepared as a
ibride adorned for her husband.

3And I heard a loud voice from
heaven saying, “Behold, the taber-
nacle of God is with men, and He
will dwell with them, and they shall
be His people. God Himself will be
with them and be their God.

4“And God will wipe away every
jtear from their eyes; there shall be
no more kdeath, nor sorrow, nor cry-

21:5
l Kingdom (NT):

v. 5; 21:9—
22:5. (Matt. 2:2;
1 Cor. 15:24,
note)

m Inspiration: v. 5;
Rev. 22:18. (Ex.
4:15; 2 Tim.
3:16, note)

21:6
n See Rev. 1:8,

note

o Life (eternal): v.
6; Rev. 21:27.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

21:8
p Death (the sec-

ond): v. 8. (John
8:21; Rev.
20:14, note)

21:9
q Bride (of Christ):

vv. 9-10. (John
3:29; Rev. 19:7,
note)

20:13
a Resurrection:

vv. 12-13.
(2 Kin. 4:35;
1 Cor. 15:52,
note)

b See Luke 16:23,
note

20:14
c See Luke 16:23,

note

d Death (the sec-
ond): v. 14-15;
Rev. 21:8. (John
8:21; Rev.
20:14, note)

20:15
e Life (eternal): v.

15; Rev. 21:6.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

21:1
f Cp. Is. 65:17;

66:22; 2 Pet.
3:13

g Cp. Heb. 12:26-
27; 2 Pet. 3:10-
12

21:2
h Rev. 22:19; cp.

Heb. 11:10,16

i Rev. 19:7-8; cp.
Ps. 45:13-15

21:4
j Rev. 7:17

k Is. 25:8; 1 Cor.
15:26
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ing. There shall be no more pain, for
the former things have passed away.”

5Then He who sat on the lthrone
said, “Behold, I make all things new.”
And He said to me,* “Write, mfor
these words are true and faithful.”

6And He said to me, “It is done!*
I am the nAlpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End. I will give
of the fountain of the water of olife
freely to him who thirsts.

7“He who overcomes shall inherit
all things,* and I will be his God and
he shall be My son.

8“But the cowardly, unbelieving,*
abominable, murderers, sexually im-
moral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all
liars shall have their part in the lake
which burns with fire and brim-
stone, which is the second pdeath.”

The Lamb’s wife; the new Jerusalem
9Then one of the seven angels

who had the seven bowls filled with
the seven last plagues came to me*

and talked with me, saying, “Come,
I will show you the qbride, the
Lamb’s wife.”*

*20:14 NU-Text and M-Text add the lake of fire.
*21:2 NU-Text and M-Text omit John.
*21:5 NU-Text and M-Text omit to me.
*21:6 M-Text omits It is done. *21:7 M-Text
reads overcomes, I shall give him these things.
*21:8 M-Text adds and sinners. *21:9 NU-
Text and M-Text omit to me. * M-Text reads I
will show you the woman, the Lamb’s bride.

as plead their works for justification, e.g. Matt. 7:22–23—
an awful blank where the name might have been.

21:2 New Jerusalem. The new Jerusalem is the dwelling

place throughout eternity for the saints of all ages and fulfills
the hope of Abraham for the heavenly city (Heb. 11:10–16;
compare Heb. 12:22–24).

20:12 JUDGMENTS (THE SEVEN), 
SUMMARY

Among the many judgments mentioned in Scripture,
seven are invested with special significance. These are:

(1) the judgment of the believer’s sins in the cross of
Christ (John 12:31, note);

(2) the believer’s self-judgment (1 Cor. 11:31, note);
(3) the judgment of the believer’s works (2 Cor. 5:10,

note);
(4) the judgment of the individual Gentiles at the re-

turn of Christ to the earth (Matt. 25:32, note);
(5) the judgment of Israel at the return of Christ to the

earth (Ezek. 20:37, note);
(6) the judgment of angels after the 1000 years (Jude

6, note); and
(7) here, the judgment of the wicked dead with

which the history of the present earth ends.

20:14 DEATH (THE SECOND), 
SUMMARY

“The second death” and the “lake of fire” in this verse
are identical terms and are used of the eternal state of
the wicked. It is “second” in relation to the preceding
physical death of the wicked in unbelief and rejection
of God; their eternal state is one of eternal “death” (that
is, separation from God) in sins (John 8:21,24). That the
second death is not annihilation is shown by a compar-
ison of Rev. 19:20 with 20:10. After 1000 years in the
lake of fire the beast and false prophet are still there,
personally existing. The words “forever and ever” (to
the ages of the ages), compare v. 10, are used of God
(1:18; 4:9,10; 10:6; 15:7), of the glory of God (Gal. 1:5,
etc.) and of the dominion, the reign of God (1 Pet. 4:11;
Rev. 1:6; 5:13,14; 7:12; 11:15), and plainly mean eter-
nal in the sense of unending.



the Lord God Almighty and the
Lamb are its temple.

23The city had no need of the sun
or of the moon to shine in it,* for
the glory* of pGod illuminated it.
The Lamb is its qlight.

24And the rnations of those who
are ssaved* shall walk in its light,
and the kings of the earth bring
their glory and honor into it.*

25Its gates shall not be tshut at all
by day (there shall be no night
there).

26And they shall bring the glory
and the honor of the nations into
it.*

27But there shall by no means
uenter it anything that defiles, or
causes* an abomination or a lie, but
only those who are written in the
Lamb’s vBook of wLife.

The new paradise; its river
and tree of life

22AND he showed me a pure*

xriver of water of ylife, clear
as crystal, proceeding from the
zthrone of God and of the Lamb.

2In the middle of its aastreet, and
on either side of the river, was the
bbtree of cc life, which bore twelve
fruits, each tree yielding its fruit
every month. The dd leaves of the
tree were for the eehealing of the
nations.

3And there shall be ffno more
curse, but the ggthrone of God and
of the Lamb shall be in it, and His
hhservants shall serve Him.

4They shall see His face, and His
name shall be on their foreheads.

5There shall be no night there:
They need no lamp nor iilight of the
sun, for the jjLord God gives them
light. And they shall reign forever
and ever.

10And he carried me away in the
aSpirit to a great and high moun-
tain, and showed me the great city,
the holy* Jerusalem, descending out
of heaven from God,

11having the glory of God. Her
light was like a most precious stone,
like a jasper stone, clear as crystal.

12Also she had a great and high
wall with twelve gates, and twelve
bangels at the gates, and names
written on them, which are the
names of the ctwelve dtribes of the
children of Israel:

13three gates on the east, three
gates on the north, three gates on
the south, and three gates on the
west.

14Now the wall of the city had
twelve efoundations, and on them
were the names* of the twelve
fapostles of the Lamb.

15And he who talked with me
had a gold greed to measure the
city, its gates, and its wall.

16The city is laid out as a hsquare;
its length is as great as its breadth.
And he measured the city with the
reed: twelve thousand ifurlongs. Its
length, breadth, and height are
equal.

17Then he measured its wall: one
hundred and forty-four cubits, ac-
cording to the measure of a jman,
that is, of an kangel.

18The construction of its wall was
of jasper; and the city was lpure
gold, like clear glass.

19The mfoundations of the wall of
the city were adorned with all kinds
of precious stones: the first founda-
tion was jasper, the second sap-
phire, the third chalcedony, the
fourth emerald,

20the fifth sardonyx, the sixth
sardius, the seventh chrysolite, the
eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the
tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh ja-
cinth, and the twelfth amethyst.

21The twelve gates were twelve
npearls: each individual gate was of
one pearl. And the ostreet of the
city was pure gold, like transparent
glass.

22But I saw no temple in it, for

21:23
p Is. 60:19

q Rev. 22:5

21:24
r Is. 60:3

s See Rom. 1:16,
note

21:25
t Is. 60:11

21:27
u Cp. Rev. 22:15

v Phil. 4:3; Rev.
3:5; 13:8;
20:12; 22:19;
cp. Ex. 32:32;
Ps. 69:28; Dan.
12:1

w Life (eternal): v.
27; Rev. 22:1.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

22:1
x Cp. Ezek.

47:1,12; Zech.
14:8

y Life (eternal): v.
1; Rev. 22:2.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

z Cp. Rev. 4:2-3

22:2
aa Rev. 21:21

bb Cp. Gen. 2:9;
3:22

cc Life (eternal):
v. 2; Rev.
22:14. (Matt.
7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

dd Cp. Ezek.
47:12

ee Cp. Gen. 
3:6-7

22:3
ff Cp. Gen.

3:17-19

gg v. 1

hh Rev. 7:15

22:5
ii Rev. 21:23

jj Is. 60:19

21:10
a Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 10; Rev.
22:17. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

21:12
b See Heb. 1:4,

note

c Cp. Ezek. 48:31-
34

d Israel (prophe-
cies): v. 12.
(Gen. 12:2;
Rom. 11:26,
note)

21:14
e Cp. Heb. 11:10

f Luke 22:29-30;
cp. Eph. 2:20

21:15
g See Weights and

Measures (NT),
Acts 27:28, note

21:16
h Cp. 1 Kin. 6:20

i See Weights and
Measures (NT),
Acts 27:28, note

21:17
j Cp. Deut. 3:11

k See Heb. 1:4,
note

21:18
l Cp. 2 Chr. 3:8

21:19
m Cp. Is. 54:11

21:21
n Matt. 13:45-46;

cp. Eph. 5:25

o Rev. 22:2

1746 REVELATION 21:10—22:5

*21:10 NU-Text and M-Text omit the great and
read the holy city, Jerusalem. *21:14 NU-Text
and M-Text read twelve names. *21:23 NU-
Text and M-Text omit in it. * M-Text reads the
very glory. *21:24 NU-Text and M-Text omit of
those who are saved. * M-Text reads the glory
and honor of the nations to Him. *21:26 M-
Text adds that they may enter in. *21:27 NU-
Text and M-Text read anything profane, nor one
who causes. *22:1 NU-Text and M-Text omit
pure.

21:11 light. That is, brightness.
21:12 children. Literally sons.

21:24 in. Literally by.
22:5 no night. Literally night no more.



XIII. The Last Message
of the Bible, 22:6–19

6Then he said to me, “These
words are faithful and true.” And
the Lord God of the holy* prophets
asent His angel to show His servants
the things which must bshortly take
place.

7“Behold, I am ccoming quickly!
Blessed is he who dkeeps the words
of the prophecy of this book.”

8Now I, John, saw and heard*

these things. And when I heard and
saw, I fell down to worship before
the feet of the eangel who showed
me these things.

9Then he said to me, “See that you
do not do that. For* I am your fellow
servant, and of your brethren the
prophets, and of those who keep the
words of this book. Worship God.”

10And he said to me, “Do fnot
seal the words of the prophecy of
this book, for the time is gat hand.

11“He who is unjust, let him be
unjust still; he who is filthy, let him
be filthy still; he who is righteous,
let him be righteous* still; he who is
hholy, let him be holy still.”

12“And behold, I am icoming

22:12
j Rewards: vv.

12,14. (Dan.
12:3; 1 Cor.
3:14, note)

k Judgments (the
seven): vv. 10-
19. (2 Sam.
7:14; Rev.
20:12, note)

22:13
l See Rev. 1:8,

note

22:14
m Prov. 11:30

n Life (eternal): v.
14; Rev. 22:17.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

22:16
o Churches (lo-

cal): v. 16. (Acts
8:3; Phil. 1:1,
note)

22:17
p Holy Spirit (NT):

v. 17. (Matt.
1:18; Acts 2:4,
note)

22:6
a Rev. 1:1

b Heb. 10:37

22:7
c Christ (second

advent): v. 7;
Rev. 22:12.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

d Rev. 1:3

22:8
e See Heb. 1:4,

note

22:10
f Cp. Rev. 10:4

g See Matt. 4:17,
note

22:11
h Sanctification

(NT): v. 11.
(Matt. 4:5; Rev.
22:11, note)

22:12
i Christ (second

advent): v. 12;
Rev. 22:20.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)
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quickly, and My jreward is with Me,
to give to every one kaccording to
his work.

13“I am the lAlpha and the Ome-
ga, the Beginning and the End, the
First and the Last.”*

14Blessed are those who do His
commandments,* that they may
have the right to the mtree of nlife,
and may enter through the gates
into the city.

15But* outside are dogs and sor-
cerers and sexually immoral and
murderers and idolaters, and who-
ever loves and practices a lie.

16“I, Jesus, have sent My angel to
testify to you these things in the
ochurches. I am the Root and the
Offspring of David, the Bright and
Morning Star.”

17And the pSpirit and the bride
say, “Come!” And let him who
hears say, “Come!” And let him
*22:6 NU-Text and M-Text read spirits of the
prophets. *22:8 NU-Text and M-Text read am
the one who heard and saw. *22:9 NU-Text
and M-Text omit For. *22:11 NU-Text and 
M-Text read do right. *22:13 NU-Text and M-
Text read the First and the Last, the Beginning and
the End. *22:14 NU-Text reads wash their
robes. *22:15 NU-Text and M-Text omit But.

22:11 righteous. See notes: OT righteousness (Luke
2:25); NT righteousness (Rom. 3:21; 10:10); self-righteous-
ness (Rom. 10:3); righteous living (1 John 3:7); righteous
garments (Rev. 19:8).

22:11 SANCTIFICATION, 
HOLINESS, SUMMARY

(1) In both Testaments the same Hebrew and Greek
words are rendered by the English words “sanctify,”
“consecrate” and “holy” in their various grammatical
forms. The one uniform meaning is to set apart for God.

(2) In both Testaments the words are used of things
and of persons.

(3) When sanctification is used of things, no moral
quality is implied; they are consecrated or made holy
because they are set apart for God. And

(4) when sanctification is used of persons, it has a
threefold meaning:

(a) In position, believers are eternally set apart for
God by redemption, “through the offering of the body
of Jesus Christ once for all” (Heb. 10:10). Positionally,
therefore, believers are “saints” and “holy” from the
moment of believing (Phil. 1:1; Heb. 3:1).

(b) In experience, believers are being sanctified by the
work of the Holy Spirit through the Scriptures (John
17:17; 2 Cor. 3:18; Eph. 5:25–26; 1 Thess. 5:23–24). And

(c) in consummation, believers’ complete sanctifica-
tion awaits the appearing of the Lord (Eph. 5:27; 1 John
3:2). See Salvation, Rom. 1:16, note.

22:19 ETERNAL LIFE, 
SUMMARY

(1) This life is called “eternal” because it is from the
eternity which is past to the eternity which is to come—
it is the life of God revealed in Jesus Christ, who is God
(John 1:4; 5:26; 1 John 1:1–2).

(2) This life of God, which was revealed in Christ, is
imparted in a new birth by the Holy Spirit, acting upon
the Word of God, to every believer in the Lord Jesus
Christ (John 3:3–15).

(3) The life thus imparted is not a new life except in
the sense of human possession; it is still “that which
was from the beginning”. But the recipient is a new cre-
ation (2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 6:15). And

(4) the life of God which is in the believer is an un-
severed part of the life which eternally was, and eter-
nally is, in Christ Jesus—one life in Him and in the be-
liever; Vine and branches, Head and members (John
15:1–5; 1 Cor. 6:17; 12:12–14; Gal. 2:20; Col. 1:27;
3:3–4; 1 John 5:11–12).



Conclusion: Last Promise,
Last Prayer, and Last Provision,

22:20–21
20He who testifies to these things

says, “Surely I am dcoming quick-
ly.” Amen. eEven so, come, Lord
Jesus!

21The fgrace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with you all.* Amen.

who thirsts come. Whoever desires,
let him take the water of alife freely.

18For* I testify to everyone who
hears the bwords of the prophecy of
this book: If anyone adds to these
things, God will add* to him the
plagues that are written in this
book;

19and if anyone takes away from
the words of the book of this proph-
ecy, God shall take away* his part
from the Book* of cLife, from the
holy city, and from the things which
are written in this book.

22:20
d Christ (second

advent): v. 20.
(Deut. 30:3;
Acts 1:11, note)

e Bible prayers
(NT): v. 20.
(Matt. 6:9; Luke
11:2, note)

22:21
f Grace: v. 21.

(John 1:14; John
1:17, note)

22:17
a Life (eternal): v.

17; Rev. 22:19.
(Matt. 7:14; Rev.
22:19, note)

22:18
b Inspiration: v.

18. (Ex. 4:15;
2 Tim. 3:16,
note)

22:19
c Life (eternal): v.

19. (Matt. 7:14;
Rev. 22:19,
note)

1748 REVELATION 22:18–21

*22:18 NU-Text and M-Text omit For.
* M-Text reads may God add. *22:19 M-Text
reads may God take away. * NU-Text and 
M-Text read tree of life. *22:21 NU-Text reads
with all; M-Text reads with all the saints. 
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The Hebrews probably first used coins in the Persian period (500–350 B.C.). However, minting began around 700 B.C. in
other nations. Prior to this, precious metals were weighed, not counted as money.

Some units appear as both measures of money and measures of weights. This comes from naming the coins after their
weight. For example, the shekel was a weight long before it became the name of a coin.

It is helpful to relate biblical monies to current values. But we cannot make exact equivalents. The fluctuating value of
money’s purchasing power is difficult to determine in our own day. It is even harder to evaluate currencies used two- to
three-thousand years ago.

Therefore, it is best to choose a value meaningful over time, such as a common laborer’s daily wage. One day’s wage
corresponds to the ancient Jewish system (a silver shekel is four days’ wages) as well as to the Greek and Roman systems
(the drachma and the denarius were each coins representing a day’s wage).

The monies chart below takes a current day’s wage as thirty-two dollars. Though there are differences of economies and
standards of living, this measure will help us apply meaningful value to the monetary units in the chart and in the biblical text.

M O N I E S ,  W E I G H T S  
A N D  M E A S U R E S

MONIES

Unit Equivalents Translations

Jewish Weights
Talent 3,000 shekels; 6,000 bekas talent
Shekel 4 days’ wages; 2 bekas; 20 gerahs shekel
Beka 1/2 shekel; 10 gerahs bekah
Gerah 1/20 shekel gerahs

Persian Coins
Daric 2 days’ wages; 1/2 Jewish silver shekel drachma

Greek Coins
Tetradrachma (Stater) 4 drachmas piece of money
Didrachma 2 drachmas tribute
Drachma 1 day’s wage piece of silver
Lepton 1/2 of a Roman kodrantes mite

Roman Coins
Aureus 25 denarii
Denarius 1 day’s wage denarius
Assarius 1/16 of a denarius copper coin
Kodrantes 1/4 of an assarius penny, quadrans

WEIGHTS

Unit Weight Equivalents Translations

Jewish Weights
Talent c. 75 pounds for common talent, 60 minas; 3000 shekels talent

c. 150 pounds for royal talent
Mina 1.25 pounds 50 shekels mina

(Maneh)
Shekel c. .4 ounce (11.4 grams) for

common shekel 2 bekas; 20 gerahs shekel
c. .8 ounce for royal shekel

Beka c. .2 ounce (5.7 grams) 1/2 shekel; 10 gerahs half a shekel
Gerah c. .02 ounce (.57 grams) 1/20 shekel gerah

Roman Weight
Litra 12 ounces pound
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MEASURES OF LENGTH

Unit Length Equivalents Translations

Day’s journey c. 20 miles day’s journey
Roman mile 4,854 feet 8 stadia mile
Sabbath day’s journey 3,637 feet 6 stadia Sabbath day’s journey
Stadion 606 feet 1/8 Roman mile furlong
Rod 9 feet (10.5 feet in Ezekiel) 3 paces; 6 cubits measuring reed, reed
Fathom 6 feet 4 cubits fathom
Pace 3 feet 1/3 rod; 2 cubits pace
Cubit 18 inches 1/2 pace; 2 spans cubit
Span 9 inches 1/2 cubit; 3 handbreadths span
Handbreadth 3 inches 1/3 span; 4 fingers handbreadth
Finger .75 inches 1/4 handbreadth finger

DRY MEASURES

Unit Measures Equivalents Translations

Homer 6.52 bushels 10 ephahs homer
Kor 6.52 bushels 1 homer; 10 ephahs kor, measure
Lethech 3.26 bushels 1/2 kor half homer
Ephah .65 bushel, 20.8 quarts 1/10 homer ephah
Modius 7.68 quarts basket
Seah 7 quarts 1/3 ephah measure
Omer 2.08 quarts 1/10 ephah; 14/5 kab omer
Kab 1.16 quarts 4 logs kab
Choenix 1 quart measure
Xestes 11/6 pints pot
Log .58 pint 1/4 kab log

LIQUID MEASURES

Unit Measures Equivalents Translations

Kor 60 gallons 10 baths kor
Metretes 10.2 gallons gallons
Bath 6 gallons 6 hins measure, bath
Hin 1 gallon 2 kabs hin
Kab 2 quarts 4 logs kab
Log 1 pint 1/4 kab log



Adoption
Summary note: Eph. 1:5

Rom. 8:15,23.
Gal. 4:5.
Eph. 1:5.

Angel (of the LORD)
Summary note: Judg. 2:1

Gen. 16:7–12; 21:17; 22:11,15;
31:11–13; 48:16.

Ex. 3:2–22; 4:1–17; 14:19; 23:20–23;
32:34–35; 33:1–2.

Num. 22:22–35.
Judg. 2:1–4; 5:23–31; 6:11–24;

13:3–21.
2 Sam. 24:16–17.
1 Kin. 19:5,7.
2 Kin. 1:3–4, 15–16; 19:35.
1 Chr. 21:12–20,27–30.
Ps. 34:7; 35:5–6.
Is. 37:36; 63:9.
Zech. 1:9,11–14,19; 2:3; 3:1,3,5–6;

4:1; 5:5,10; 6:4–5; 12:8.

Antichrist
Summary note: Rev. 13:11

Matt. 24:4–5; 24:11,23–24.
John 5:43.
2 Cor. 11:3–4.
1 John 2:18,22; 4:3.
2 John 7.
Rev. 13:11–17; 16:13; 19:20.

Apostasy
Summary note: 2 Tim. 3:1

Luke 18:8.
2 Thess. 2:1–12.
1 Tim. 4:1–3.
2 Tim. 3:1–8; 4:4.
Heb. 6:1–9; 10:26–31,38–39.
2 Pet. 2:1–22.
1 John 4:1–6.
Jude 4–19.
Rev. 3:14–18.

Armageddon (battle of)
Summary note: Rev. 19:17

Is. 10:24–34; 24:21; 26:20–21;
34:1–8; 63:1–6; 66:15–16.

Jer. 25:29–33.
Ezek. 38:1–23; 39:1–24.
Joel 3:9–14.
Obad. 15–18.
Zeph. 3:8,15.
Zech. 10:3; 12:1–9; 14:1–5.
Matt. 24:27–28.
Luke 17:37.
Rev. 16:13–16; 19:11–21.

Assurance/security
Summary note: Jude 1

Ps. 23:1–6; 91:1.
Is. 32:17–18; 43:1; 49:16; 54:17.
Hab. 3:17–19.
John 3:16; 5:24,29; 6:39,51; 10:28–29;

11:26; 14:19–20; 17:11,15,24.
Acts 2:21.
Rom. 8:38–39; 10:9,13.

1 Cor. 3:22–23.
Eph. 1:14; 4:30.
Phil. 1:6.
Col. 2:2.
1 Thess. 5:23.
2 Thess. 3:3–4.
2 Tim. 1:12; 4:8,18.
Heb. 6:8–12; 7:23–25; 8:10–13;

9:24–26; 10:14,16–18.
1 Pet. 1:3–5.
2 Pet. 2:9.
1 John 2:1–2; 3:2.
Jude 1,24.

The Beast
Summary note: Rev. 19:20

Dan. 7:8,11,20–26; 8:24–25; 9:26–27;
11:36–45; 12:11.

Matt. 24:15.
Mark 13:14.
John 5:43.
2 Thess. 2:3–8.
Rev. 13:1–8; 19:19–20.

Bible Prayers (OT)
Summary note: Hab. 3:1

Gen. 15:2–3; 17:17–18; 18:23–33;
24:12–14; 32:9–12.

Ex. 32:11–14; 33:12–23.
Num. 6:22–26; 10:35–36; 11:11–15;

12:13; 14:13–19; 27:15–17.
Deut. 3:23–25; 9:26–29; 21:6–8;

26:5–10,13–15.
Josh. 7:7–9.
Judg. 13:8–9; 16:28.
1 Sam. 1:11; 2:1.
2 Sam. 7:18–29; 24:17.
1 Kin. 3:5–14; 8:22–53; 17:20–24;

18:36–37; 19:4.
2 Kin. 6:17–18; 19:14–19; 20:2–3.
1 Chr. 4:10; 29:10–19.
2 Chr. 6:12–42; 14:11; 20:6–12;

30:18–20.
Ezra 9:5–15.
Neh. 1:5–11; 4:4–5; 9:5–38.
Ps. 51:1–19.
Is. 37:14–20; 38:3.
Jer. 14:7–9; 32:16–25.
Ezek. 9:8.
Dan. 9:3–21.
Jon. 2:1–9.
Hab. 3:1–19.

Bible prayers (NT)
Summary note: Luke 11:2

Matt. 6:9–13; 8:2,25; 9:18,21,27;
11:25–26; 14:30; 15:22,25,27;
26:39,42,44; 27:46.

Mark 5:23,28; 7:26; 9:24; 10:47–48,
51; 14:35–36,39,41; 15:34.

Luke 2:28–32; 5:12; 8:24; 9:38–40;
10:21; 11:2–4; 15:18–19,21;
16:24,27,30; 17:5,13,15–16;
18:11–13,38,41; 22:32,42;
23:34,42,46.

John 4:15,49; 11:41–42; 12:27–28;
17:1–26.

Acts 1:24–25; 4:24–30; 7:59–60; 9:6;
22:10,19–20.

Eph. 1:16–23; 3:14–21.
Phil. 1:9.
Col. 1:3,9–11; 4:12.
1 Thess. 1:2; 3:10–13; 5:23.
2 Thess. 1:11–12; 2:16; 3:5.
Heb. 5:7.
James 5:17–18.
Rev. 22:20.

Bride (of Christ)
Summary note: Rev. 19:7

John 3:29.
Rom. 7:4.
2 Cor. 11:2.
Eph. 5:25,27.
Rev. 19:6–9; 21:9–10.

Christ (first advent)
Summary note: Acts 1:11

Gen. 3:15; 12:3; 17:19; 24:60; 28:14;
49:10.

2 Sam. 7:16.
Ps. 2:2; 16:10; 22:1–18.
Is. 7:14; 9:6; 28:16; 42:1–7; 49:1–6;

50:4–7. 52:13–15; 53:1–12; 61:1–2.
Dan. 9:24–6.
Hos. 11:1.
Mic. 5:2.
Zech. 9:9; 11:11–13; 13:7.
Mal. 3:1.
Matt. 1:18–25; 2:1–6; 4:13–16;

12:18–24; 18:11; 21:4–5,37; 26:31;
27:9–10,34–35,50; 28:5–6.

Mark 11:9–10; 12:6–8; 14:27; 16:6–7.
Luke 1:31–35; 2:1–7,26–32; 9:56;

19:38; 20:13–15.
John 1:14; 3:13,31,34; 4:26; 5:43;

6:33,38,41–42, 50–51,58;
7:29,31,42; 8:42; 9:39; 10:10;
11:27; 12:13,46–47; 16:27–28,30;
17:8,18,21,23.

Acts 1:9–11; 2:22–32; 3:12–15,26;
4:10–11,26–27; 7:52; 10:34–43;
13:23–25; 17:31; 18:5; 19:4; 26:23.

Rom. 1:3–5; 8:3; 9:5.
Gal. 4:4.
Eph. 2:17.
Phil. 2:7–8.
1 Tim. 1:15; 2:6.
Titus 2:11,14.
Heb. 7:27; 9:28; 10:5,7,9.
1 Pet. 2:21–24; 3:18; 4:1.
1 John 1:1–3; 4:2–3; 5:20.

Christ (second advent)
Summary note: Acts 1:11

Deut. 30:3.
Ps. 2:6–9; 24:7–10; 50:3–6; 96:10–13;

110:1–7.
Is. 9:6–7; 11:10–12.
Jer. 23:5–6.
Ezek. 37:21–22.
Dan. 7:13–14.
Hos. 3:4–5.
Mic. 4:6–7.
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Hag. 2: 6–7.
Zech. 2:10–12; 6:11–13; 12:9–10;

14:3–4.
Matt. 10:23; 16:27–28; 19:28; 23:39;

24:3,27,30,36–50; 25:10–13,31;
26:64.

Mark 8:38; 13:26,32–33,35–36; 14:62.
Luke 9:26; 13:35; 17:30–31; 18:8;

21:27.
John 14:3,28; 16:16–19; 21:22–23.
Acts 1:11; 3:20–21.
Rom. 11:26.
1 Cor. 1:7; 4:5; 15:23.
Phil. 3:20.
Col. 3:4.
1 Thess. 1:10; 2:19; 3:13; 4:14–17;

5:23.
2 Thess. 1:7; 2:8.
1 Tim. 6:14–15.
2 Tim. 4:8.
Titus 2:13.
Heb. 9:28; 10:37.
James 5:7–8.
1 Pet. 1:7.
2 Pet. 3:4.
1 John 2:28; 3:2–3.
Jude 14–15.
Rev. 1:7; 2:25; 16:13–16; 19:11–21;

20:4–6; 22:7,12,20.

Christ (Stone or Rock)
Summary note: 1 Pet. 2:8

Gen. 49: 24.
Ex. 17:6; 33:21–22.
Num. 20:8–11.
Deut. 32:4,15,30–31.
2 Sam. 23:3.
Ps. 62:2,6–7; 118:22.
Is. 8:14–15; 28:16; 32:2.
Dan. 2:34–35, 44–46.
Zech. 4:7.
Matt. 7:24–25; 16:18; 21:42,44.
Mark 12:10.
Luke 20:17–18.
John 7:37–39.
Acts 4:11.
Rom. 9:32–33.
1 Cor. 1:23; 10:4.
Eph. 2:20.
1 Pet. 2:4,6–8.

Church (the true)
Summary note: Heb. 12:23

Matt. 16:18.
Acts 2:41–47; 4:32,34; 5:11,14; 6:1–7;

8:1; 12:1,5,24; 20:28.
Rom. 7:4; 11:25; 12:5; 16:23,25.
1 Cor. 3:9,16–17; 6:15,17; 10:17;

12:13,27–28.
2 Cor. 11:2.
Eph. 1:22–23; 2:15–22; 3:6,10,21;

4:4,12,16; 5:23–32.
Col. 1:18,24; 2:19; 3:15.
1 Thess. 4:15–18.
Heb. 2:12; 12:23.

Church (visible)
Summary note: 1 Tim. 3:15

1 Cor. 10:32; 12:28–30; 15:9.
Gal. 1:13.
Phil. 3:6.
1 Tim. 3:15.

Churches (local)
Summary note: Phil. 1:1

Acts 8:3; 9:31; 11:22,26; 13:1–3;
14:23,27; 15:3–4,22,41; 16:5;
18:22; 20:17.

Rom. 16:1,5,16.
1 Cor. 1:2; 4:17; 6:4; 7:17; 10:32;

11:16–34; 14:4–5,12,23,26,28,
33–35; 16:1,19.

2 Cor. 1:1; 8:1,18–19,23–24; 11:8,28;
12:13.

Gal. 1:2,22.
Phil. 1:1; 4:15.
Col. 1:2; 4:15–16.
1 Thess. 1:1; 2:14.
2 Thess. 1:1,4.
1 Tim. 3:5,15.
Philem. 2.
James 5:14.
1 Pet. 5:13.
3 John 6,9–10.
Rev. 1:4,11,20; 2:1,7–8,11–12,17–18,

23,29; 3:1,6–7,13–14,22; 22:16.

Covenant (New)
Summary note: Heb. 8:8 (1)

Is. 61:8.
Jer. 31:31–34; 32:37–40; 50:4–5.
Matt. 26:28.
Mark 14:24.
Luke 22:20.
Rom. 11:27.
1 Cor. 11:25.
2 Cor. 3:6.
Heb. 8:8–13; 9:15; 12:24; 13:20.

Covenants, Eight
Summary note: Heb. 8:8 (2)

Gen. 2:15–17; 3:14–20; 8:21–22;
9:1–17,24–27; 12:1–3,7.

Ex. 19:3–8.
Deut. 30:1–9.
2 Sam. 7:4–17.
Heb. 8:7–8.

Day (of Christ)
Summary note: 1 Cor. 1:8

1 Cor. 1:8; 3:13.
2 Cor. 1:14.
Phil. 1:6,10; 2:16.
2 Tim. 1:18; 4:8.

Day (of destruction)
Summary note: Rev. 20:11 (3)

Job 21:30.
Is. 34:1–8; 61:2; 63:1–4.
Matt. 25:46.
Luke 21:22,35.
2 Thess. 1:7–10.
Rev. 19:20; 20:11–15.

Day (of judgment)
Summary note: Rev. 20:11 (2)

Matt. 10:15; 11:20–24; 12:36,41–42.
Mark 6:11.
Luke 10:12–15; 11:31–32.
John 5:22,27,29–30; 12:48.
Acts 17:31.
Rom. 2:5,16.
Heb. 9:27.
2 Pet. 2:9; 3:7.
1 John 4:17.
Rev. 20:11–15.

Day (of the LORD)
Summary note: Rev. 19:19

Ps. 2:9.
Is. 2:10–21; 10:20–23; 13:6–16;

14:1–8; 24:1–23; 26:20–21; 34:1–8;
63:1–6; 66:15–24.

Jer. 25:29–38; 46:10.
Ezek. 30:3; 38:14–23; 39:1–29.
Joel 1:15; 2:1–11,28–32; 3:9–21.
Amos 2:14–16; 5:18–20.
Obad. 15–21.
Zeph. 1:7–18.
Zech. 12:1–14; 13:1–9; 14:1–21.
Mal. 3:17–18; 4:1–6.
Matt. 24:29–31,36; 25:31–46; 26:29.
Mark 13:24–37.
Luke 17:30–37; 21:27,34–35.
Acts 2:19–20.
1 Cor. 5:5.
1 Thess. 5:1–4.
2 Thess. 2:1–12.
2 Pet. 3:10–13.
Jude 6.
Rev. 2:27; 6:12–17; 16:12–17;

19:11–21.

Death (physical)
Summary note: Heb. 9:27

Gen. 2:17; 3:19; 5:5; 6:17.
Mark 5:39.
Luke 16:22; 20:36.
Rom. 5:12,14–17,21; 6:9; 8:38; 14:8.
1 Cor. 3:22; 15:21–22,26,54–56.
2 Cor. 5:1,8; 7:10.
Phil. 1:21.
Heb. 9:27.
2 Pet. 1:13–14.
Rev. 6:9–10; 9:6; 11:7; 13:3; 18:24.

Death (spiritual)
Summary note: Eph. 2:5

Gen. 2:17; 3:3.
Matt. 8:22.
Luke 9:60; 15:24,32.
John 5:24–25; 8:51.
Rom. 6:16,21,23; 7:10; 8:2,6,13.
2 Cor. 3:7.
Eph. 2:5; 4:18.
Col. 2:13.
James 1:15.
Rev. 20:12–15.

Death (the second)
Summary note: Rev. 20:14

John 8:21,24; 11:26.
Rom. 8:13.
Rev. 2:11; 20:6,14–15; 21:8.

Deity (names of)
Summary note: Mal. 3:18

Gen. 1:1; 2:4; 14:18; 15:2; 17:1;
21:33; 35:11.

Ex. 3:13–15; 34:5–7.
1 Sam. 1:3.
Ps. 110:1.
Mal. 2:16; 3:18.

Elders
Summary note: Titus 1:5 (2)

Acts 11:30; 14:23; 15:2,4,6,22–23;
16:4; 20:17; 21:18.

Phil. 1:1.
1 Tim. 3:1–2; 5:17,19.
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Titus 1:5,7.
James 5:14.
1 Pet. 5:1–4.
2 John 1.
3 John 1.

Election (corporate, personal)
Summary note: 1 Pet. 5:13

Deut. 7:6–7; 10:15; 14:1–2; 26:18–19;
27:9.

1 Chr. 16:13–22.
Ps. 33:12; 105:43; 106:5; 135:4.
Is. 43:20–21.
Ezek. 20:5.
Hos. 11:1.
Matt. 24:22,24,31.
Mark 13:20,22,27.
Luke 18:7.
John 6:37,65; 13:18; 15:16,19.
Acts 1:2; 6:3–6; 9:15–16; 10:41;

13:17,48; 14:23; 15:7; 22:14.
Rom. 8:33; 9:11; 11:5,7,28; 16:13.
Gal. 1:15.
Eph. 1:4.
Col. 3:12.
1 Thess. 1:4.
2 Thess. 2:13–14.
2 Tim. 2:4,10.
Titus 1:1.
Heb. 3:1.
James 2:5.
1 Pet. 1:2,15; 2:9; 5:13.
2 Pet. 1:10.
2 John 1,13.
Jude 1.
Rev. 17:14.

Faith
Summary note: Heb. 11:39

Gen. 3:20; 4:4; 5:22–24; 6:22; 12:1–5;
13:14–18; 14:22–24; 15:6; 21:1–6;
22:1–14; 50:24–25.

Ex. 1:17; 12:21–28; 14:21–22.
Josh. 6:20,25.
Ps. 2:12; 28:7; 32:10; 37:3–5; 84:12;

125:1.
Jon. 3:5.
Hab. 2:4.
Matt. 8:10,13; 9:2,22,29; 15:28;

17:19–21; 21:32.
Mark 2:3–5; 5:28,34; 7:29; 9:23–24;

10:52.
Luke 5:18–20; 7:9,50; 8:48; 17:5–6,

19; 18:42; 23:42–43.
John 1:12,49–50; 2:11,23;

4:39,41–42,50,53; 5:46; 6:69;
7:31,40–41; 8:30–31; 9:7,36–38;
10:42; 11:22,27,45; 12:11,42; 14:1;
17:20; 20:8,29.

Acts 2:44; 3:16; 4:4,32; 5:14; 6:5,8;
8:12–14,37; 9:42; 10:45; 11:17–18,
21,24; 13:12,48; 14:1,9,23,27;
15:5,9; 16:1,14,34; 17:4,12,34;
18:8,27; 19:18; 21:20,25; 22:19;
24:14; 27:25; 28:24.

Rom. 1:5,8,12,16–17; 3:22,25–31;
4:3,5,9–13,16–24; 5:1–2; 6:8;
9:30–33; 10:6,9–11,14,16–17;
11:20; 12:3,6; 13:11; 14:22–23;
15:13; 16:26.

1 Cor. 1:21; 2:5; 3:5; 12:9; 13:2,13;
14:22; 15:2,11,14,17.

2 Cor. 1:24; 4:13; 5:7; 6:15; 8:7;
10:15.

Gal. 2:16; 3:2,5–9,11–12,22,24–26;
5:5–6,22.

Eph. 1:13,15,19; 2:8; 3:12,17.
Phil. 1:29; 3:9.
1 Thess. 1:7; 2:10,13; 4:14.
2 Thess. 1:10.
1 Tim. 1:16; 4:3,10,12; 5:16; 6:2.
2 Tim. 1:5,12.
Titus 3:8.
Philem. 6.
Heb. 4:2; 10:22,38; 11:1–40; 12:2.
James 2:17–23; 5:15.
1 Pet. 1:5,8–9,21; 2:6–7.
1 John 3:23; 4:16; 5:1,4–5,10,13.
Rev. 2:19.

Flesh
Summary note: Jude 23

John 8:15.
Rom. 7:5,14,18,25; 8:3,5,7,9,12–13;

13:14.
1 Cor. 3:1–4.
2 Cor. 1:17; 5:16; 7:1; 10:2–3; 11:18.
Gal. 3:3; 4:23; 5:13,16–17,19,24; 6:8.
Eph. 2:3.
Phil. 3:3–4.
Col. 2:11,23.
1 Pet. 3:21.
2 Pet. 2:10,18.
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Matt. 8:2–3,5–17,24–32;
9:2–7,18–25,27–30,32–35; 11:5;
12:10–13,22;
14:19–21,24–33,35–36;
15:21–28,32–39; 16:9–10;
17:14–18,24–27; 19:2; 20:30–34;
21:18–22.
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Mark 1:23–26,30–34,39–42; 2:3–12;
3:1–5,10; 4:37–41; 5:2–13,22–43;
6:5,13,37–44,47–51,55–56;
7:25–30,32–37; 8:1–9,22–25;
9:17–27; 10:46–52;
11:12–14,20–21.

Luke 4:38–41; 5:4–9,12–14,18–25;
6:6–10; 7:2–10,12–15,22;
8:2,24,27–35,41–55;
9:1,12–17,38–42; 11:14; 13:11–13;
14:2–4; 17:14,19; 18:43; 22:50–51.

John 2:1–11,23; 3:2; 4:46–54; 5:2–9;
6:5–14,16–21; 9:1–11; 11:38–44;
20:19,26; 21:3–6.

Acts 3:1–8; 5:12,15–16,18–25;
8:6–7,13,39–40; 9:17–18,33–42;
12:7–11; 13:8–12; 14:8–10;
16:16–18; 19:11–12; 20:9–12;
22:6–13; 28:3–6,8–9.

Rev. 11:11.

Parables (OT)
Summary note: Zech. 11:7 (2)

Judg. 9:7–15.
2 Sam. 12:1–4; 14:1–14.
1 Kin. 20:35–40; 22:19–23.
2 Kin. 14:9–10.
2 Chr. 25:18–19.
Is. 5:1–7.
Jer. 13:1–11; 18:1–6; 24:1–10; 27:1–7.
Ezek. 17:1–14; 19:1–14; 23:1–17;

24:3–6; 31:3–14; 37:1–28.
Zech. 6:9–15; 11:7–14.

Parables (NT)
Summary note: Luke 21:29

Matt. 5:13–16; 7:24–27; 9:16–17;
13:3–52; 18:12–14,23–35; 20:1–16;
21:28–43; 22:1–14; 24:32–33;
25:1–30.

Mark 2:21–22; 3:23–27;
4:2–23,26–32; 12:1–11; 13:28–29.

Luke 5:36–39; 6:39,47–49; 7:41–43;
8:4–18; 10:30–37;
11:5–8,11–13,33–36;
12:16–21,35–39,42–48;
13:6–9,18–21;
14:7–11,16–24,28–35; 15:3–32;
16:1–9; 17:7–10; 18:1–14;
19:11–27; 20:9–18; 21:29–33.

Predestination
Summary note: Eph. 1:11

Rom. 8:29–30.
1 Cor. 2:7.
Eph. 1:5,11.

Reconciliation
Summary note: Col. 1:20

Rom. 5:10–11; 11:15.
2 Cor. 5:18–20.
Eph. 2:12–18.
Col. 1:20–23.

Redemption (redeeming relative type)
Summary note: Is. 59:20

Gen. 48:16.
Ex. 6:6–7; 15:13.
Lev. 25:25–27.48–49,54;

27:13–15,19,20,27–28,33.
Num. 5:8; 35:12,19,21,24–25,27.
Deut. 19:6,12.
Josh. 20:2–6.

Ruth 2:20; 3:9,12–13; 4:4–14.
2 Sam. 14:11.
Neh. 5:8.
Job 19:25–27.
Ps. 19:14; 69:18; 71:23; 72:14; 74:2;

77:15; 103:4; 106:10; 107:2;
119:154; 130:7–8.

Prov. 23:11.
Is. 41:14; 43:1–14; 44:6,22–24; 47:4;

48:17,20; 49:7,26; 52:3,9; 54:5,8;
59:20; 60:16; 63:4,9,16.

Jer. 31:11; 32:7–15; 50:34.
Lam. 3:58.
Hos. 13:14.

Remnant
Summary note: Rom. 11:5

Is. 1:9; 10:20–22; 11:11–13,16; 24:13;
37:32; 46:3.

Jer. 15:11–21; 23:3–8; 31:7–14.
Ezek. 6:8,11–14; 9:4; 11:16–21.
Joel 2:32.
Amos 5:15.
Mic. 2:12–13; 4:1–7; 5:3–9; 7:18.
Zeph. 2:1–3,7–9; 3:13–20.
Hag. 1:14.
Zech. 8:6–8,11–12; 11:7,11.
Mal. 3:16–18.
Rom. 9:27,29; 11:1–7,23–27.
Rev. 6:9–11; 7:3–17; 12:6,13–17;

14:1–5; 20:4.

Repentance
Summary note: Acts 17:30

Matt. 3:2,8,11; 4:17; 9:13; 11:20–21;
12:41; 21:29.

Mark 1:4; 2:17; 6:12.
Luke 3:3,8; 5:32; 10:13; 11:32; 13:3,5;

15:7,10,18,21; 16:30–31; 17:3–4;
24:47.

Acts 2:38; 3:19; 5:31; 8:22; 11:18;
13:24; 17:30; 19:4; 20:21; 26:20.

Rom. 2:4; 11:29.
2 Cor. 7:9–11; 12:21.
2 Tim. 2:25.
Heb. 6:1,6; 12:17.
2 Pet. 3:9.
Rev. 2:5,16,21–22; 3:3,19.

Resurrection
Summary note: 1 Cor. 15:52

2 Kin. 4:33–35; 13:21.
Job 19:25–27.
Ps. 16:9–11.
Is. 26:19.
Dan. 12:2,13.
Hos. 13:14.
Matt. 9:23–25; 10:8; 17:3,9; 22:23–31;

26:32; 27:52–53; 28:1–7.
Mark 5:42; 9:4–5; 16:6,9,11–12,14.
Luke 7:15,22; 8:55; 9:30–31; 14:14;

20:27–38; 24:1–7,46.
John 2:22; 5:21,25,29; 6:40;

11:23–25,44; 12:1,9,17; 20:9,14;
21:14.

Acts 1:2–3,22; 2:24,27,30–32; 3:15;
4:2,10,33; 5:30; 9:40–41; 10:40–41;
13:30–37; 17:3,18,31–32; 20:12;
24:15,21; 25:19; 26:6–8,23; 28:20.

Rom. 1:4; 4:24–25; 6:4–5,9; 7:4;
8:11,34; 10:9; 14:9.

1 Cor. 6:14; 15:4,12–17,20–23,35–54.

2 Cor. 1:9; 4:14; 5:15; 13:4.
Gal. 1:1.
Eph. 1:20–21.
Phil. 3:10–11.
Col. 2:12.
1 Thess. 1:10; 4:14,16.
2 Tim. 2:8,18.
Heb. 6:2; 11:19,35.
1 Pet. 1:3,21; 3:21–22.
Rev. 20:4–6,12–13.

Rewards
Summary note: 1 Cor. 3:14

Dan. 12:2–3.
Matt. 5:12; 6:1,4,6,18; 10:41–42;

16:27; 24:47;
25:21–23,28–29,34–40.

Mark 9:41.
Luke 6:23,35; 19:17–19,24–26.
1 Cor. 3:8,14; 9:24–25.
2 Cor. 5:10.
Eph. 6:8.
Phil. 4:1.
Col. 3:24.
1 Thess. 2:19.
2 Tim. 4:8.
Heb. 11:6.
James 1:12.
1 Pet. 5:4.
2 John 8.
Rev. 2:10; 3:11; 4:4,10; 11:18;

22:12,14.

Righteousness (garment)
Summary note: Rev. 19:8

Gen. 3:21.
Job 29:14.
Ps. 132:9.
Is. 11:5; 59:17; 61:10; 64:6.
Matt. 6:33.
Rom. 2:7,10; 13:14.
Col. 3:12–15.
1 Tim. 2:10.
Titus 2:10; 3:8.
1 Pet. 2:12; 3:3–5; 5:5.
Rev. 3:4–5,18; 4:4; 6:9–11; 7:9–14;

16:15; 19:8.

Righteousness (OT)
Summary note: Luke 2:25

Gen. 6:9; 7:1; 15:6.
Prov. 21:15,21.
Eccl. 7:20.
Is. 26:7.
Ezek. 18:5–9.
Hab. 2:4.
Mal. 3:18.
Matt. 1:19; 5:20; 13:17; 21:32;

27:19,24.
Mark 6:20.
Luke 1:5–6; 2:25,37; 23:47,50.
Acts 10:22.
Rom. 1:17; 2:26; 4:3,9,22; 5:7; 8:4;

9:30; 10:5.
Gal. 3:21.
Phil. 3:6,9.
2 Pet. 2:5,8.

Sabbath
Summary note: Matt. 12:1

Gen. 2:3.
Ex. 16:22–25; 20:8–11; 31:13–16;

35:2–3.
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Lev. 19:3,30; 23:3.
Num. 15:32–36.
Neh. 9:13–14.
Matt. 12:1–13; 24:20; 28:1.
Mark 2:23–28; 3:2–4; 6:2; 16:1.
Luke 4:16; 6:1–7,9; 13:10,14–16;

14:1,3,5; 23:54,56.
John 5:9–10,16,18; 7:22–23; 9:14,16;

19:31.
Acts 13:14,27,42,44; 15:21; 16:13;

17:2; 18:4.
Col. 2:16.

Sacrifice (of Christ, prophetic, typical)
Summary note: Heb. 10:18

Gen. 3:15; 4:4; 8:20; 12:7–8; 13:18;
22:8,13.

Ex. 12:3–11,27; 17:15.
Lev. 1:3–17; 2:1–16; 3:1–17; 4:3–35;

5:1–19; 6:1–7; 16:2–34; 17:11.
Ps. 22:1–18.
Is. 52:14–15; 53:1–12.
Dan. 9:26.
Zech. 12:10.
Matt. 26:28; 27:33–35,38.
Mark 14:24; 15:22–26.
Luke 22:19–20; 23:33,46.
John 1:29,36; 3:14,16; 6:33,38,51;

10:11,15,17–18; 12:24,32–33;
19:18,34.

Acts 13:23,28–29; 17:3; 20:28; 26:23.
Rom. 3:25; 4:25; 5:6–11; 8:3,32,34;

14:9,15.
1 Cor. 1:23; 5:7; 6:20; 7:23; 8:11;

10:16; 11:24–26; 15:3.
2 Cor. 5:14–15,18–19,21; 13:4.
Gal. 1:4; 2:20; 3:1,13; 4:5.
Eph. 1:7; 2:13–16; 5:2,25.
Col. 1:14,20–22.
1 Tim. 2:6.
Titus 2:14.
Heb. 1:3; 7:27; 9:12,15,26;

10:10,12,14,18; 11:4; 13:12.
1 Pet. 1:18–19; 2:24; 3:18; 4:1.
1 John 1:7.
Rev. 1:5–6; 5:9; 7:14; 12:11.

Sanctification (OT)
Summary note: Zech. 8:3

Gen. 2:3.
Ex. 19:23; 28:1–3; 29:37,44; 30:30,37.
Lev. 8:15; 27:14–22.
Josh. 5:15; 6:19; 7:13.
1 Kin. 7:51.
2 Chr. 2:4; 5:1; 29:5,17,34; 35:6.
Ps. 2:6; 20:6; 89:20.
Jer. 1:5.
Dan. 4:13.
Joel 1:13–14.
Zech. 8:3.

Sanctification (NT)
Summary note: Rev. 22:11

Matt. 4:5; 7:6; 23:17,19; 24:15; 25:31;
27:53.

Mark 6:20; 8:38.
Luke 1:35,70,72,75; 2:23; 9:26.
John 10:36; 17:17,19.
Acts 3:21; 4:27,30; 6:13; 7:33; 20:32;

21:28; 26:18.
Rom. 1:2,4; 6:19,22; 7:12; 11:16;

12:1–2; 15:16.

1 Cor. 1:2,30; 3:17; 6:11; 7:14,34;
9:13.

2 Cor. 7:1.
Eph. 1:4; 2:21; 3:5; 4:24; 5:26.
Col. 1:22; 3:12.
1 Thess. 4:3; 5:23.
1 Tim. 4:5.
Titus 1:8.
Heb. 2:11; 3:1; 9:3,8,12,24–25;

10:10,14,19,29; 13:12.
1 Pet. 1:15–16; 2:5,9; 3:5,15.
2 Pet. 1:18,21.
Jude 20.
Rev. 22:11.

Satan
Summary note: Rev. 20:10

Gen. 3:1–2,4,13–14.
1 Chr. 21:1.
Job 1:6–9,12; 2:1–3,6–7.
Ps. 109:6.
Is. 14:12–14.
Ezek. 28:12–15.
Zech. 3:1–2.
Matt. 4:1,5,8,10–11; 12:26–27;

13:19,38–39; 16:23; 25:41.
Mark 1:13; 3:22–23,26; 4:15; 8:33.
Luke 4:2–13; 8:12; 10:18; 11:18;

13:16; 22:3–6,31.
John 8:44; 12:31; 13:2,27; 14:30;

17:15.
Acts 5:3; 10:38; 13:10; 26:18.
Rom. 16:20.
1 Cor. 5:5; 7:5.
2 Cor. 2:11; 4:4; 11:3,14; 12:7.
Eph. 2:2; 4:27; 6:11,16.
1 Thess. 2:18.
2 Thess. 2:9.
1 Tim. 1:20; 3:6–7; 5:15.
2 Tim. 2:26.
Heb. 2:14.
James 4:7.
1 Pet. 5:8–9.
1 John 3:8,10.
Jude 9.
Rev. 2:9–10,13,24; 3:9; 12:3–17;

20:2,7–10.

Separation
Summary note: 2 Cor. 6:17

Gen. 12:1–5; 13:7–11,14–17.
Ex. 6:6–7; 8:25–27; 10:8–11,24–26;

11:7; 19:4; 33:16.
Lev. 20:24–26.
Num. 6:1–8; 16:20–26.
Deut. 22:10.
1 Kin. 8:53.
Ezra 6:21; 9:10–12; 10:10–11,19.
Neh. 9:2; 13:3.
John 15:19; 17:6,14,16.
Rom. 12:2.
1 Cor. 10:20–21.
2 Cor. 6:14–17.
1 Tim. 6:9–11.
2 Tim. 2:19–21.
Heb. 11:25; 13:14.
2 John 10–11.
Rev. 18:4.

Test/tempt
Summary note: James 1:14

Gen. 3:1–6,12–13; 22:1.

Ex. 15:25; 16:4; 17:2,7; 20:20.
Num. 14:22.
Deut. 6:16; 7:25; 8:2,15–16; 13:3;

33:8–9.
Judg. 6:39.
2 Sam. 24:1.
1 Chr. 21:1.
2 Chr. 32:31.
Job 7:18; 23:10; 34:36.
Ps. 7:9; 11:4–5; 17:3; 26:2; 66:10–12;

78:18,41,56; 81:7; 95:9; 106:14;
139:23–24.

Prov. 1:10; 17:3.
Is. 7:12.
Jer. 9:7; 11:20; 12:3; 17:10; 20:12.
Mal. 3:10,15.
Matt. 4:1,3,7; 6:13; 16:1; 19:3;

22:18,35; 26:41.
Mark 1:12–13; 8:11; 10:2; 12:13–15.
Luke 4:1–13; 8:13; 10:25; 11:4,16;

20:21–23; 22:28,31–32,40,46.
John 6:6; 8:6.
Acts 5:9; 15:10; 20:19.
1 Cor. 7:5; 10:9,13.
2 Cor. 11:3.
Gal. 4:14; 6:1.
1 Thess. 3:5.
1 Tim. 2:14; 6:9.
Heb. 2:18; 3:7–9; 4:15; 11:17,36–37.
James 1:2–3,12–14.
1 Pet. 1:6–7; 4:12.
2 Pet. 2:9; 3:17.
Rev. 2:10; 3:10.

Theophanies
Summary note: Gen. 12:7 (1)

Gen. 12:7; 17:1–22; 18:1,17,22,33;
26:2,24; 35:9–13.

Josh. 5:13–15.
Ezek. 40:3–4.
Dan. 8:15; 10:4–9,16–17.

Times of the Gentiles
Summary note: Rev. 16:19

Deut. 28:49–68.
2 Kin. 18:9–12; 25:1–21.
2 Chr. 36:17–20.
Jer. 39:7.
Dan. 2:27–45; 4:17,25,32; 7:2–27.
Joel 3:2,11–14.
Luke 21:24.
Rev. 11:2; 16:14,19.

Tribulation (the great)
Summary note: Rev. 7:14

Ps. 2:1–5.
Is. 24:20.
Jer. 30:4–7.
Dan. 12:1.
Matt. 24:21–22,29.
Mark 13:14–23.
Luke 21:20–26.
Rev. 3:10; 7:14.

“Wife” (of the LORD)
Summary note: Hos. 2:2

Is. 54:1–7.
Jer. 31:32.
Hos. 2:1–23.
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AARON
brother of Moses, the first high priest,

comes forth to meet Moses; can
speak well, Ex. 4:14.

appointed by God to be Moses’
spokesman, Ex. 4:14, 16, 27.

with Moses appeals to Pharaoh, Ex. 5:1.
his rod becomes a serpent, Ex. 7:10.
changes the waters into blood, Ex.

7:20.
causes the plagues of frogs, lice, flies,

Ex. 8:5, 17, 24.
with Moses—the plague of boils, Ex.

9:10.
with Hur holds up Moses’ hands, Ex.

17:12.
set apart for priest’s office, Ex. 28.
type of Christ, Ex. 28:1.
makes the golden calf, Ex. 32:4
consecration, Ex. 29; Lev. 8.
offers sacrifice, Lev. 9.
his sons—Nadab and Abihu offer

profane fire, Lev. 10:1; Eleazar and
Ithamar censured, Lev. 10:16.

not to drink wine when going into the
tabernacle, Lev. 10:8.

speaks against Moses, Num. 12.
rebuked by God, Num. 12:9.
spoken against by Korah, Num. 16:3.
makes atonement, plague stayed, Num.

16:46–48.
his rod buds, and is kept in ark for a

sign, Num. 17:8.
for unbelief excluded from the promised

land, Num. 20:12.
dies on Mount Hor, Num. 20:28.
chosen by God, Ps. 105:26; Heb. 5:4.
his line, 1 Chr. 6:49.

AARON’S
rod, type of Christ, Num. 17:8.
sons, typical meaning, Ex. 28:1.

ABEL
typical significance, Gen. 4:2.

ABEL’S sacrifice
type of Christ, Gen. 4:4,7.

ABIDING
in Christ, John 15:4.

ABOMINATION (of desolation)
Dan. 9:27; 11:31; 12:11; Matt. 24:15;

Mark 13:14. See also DETESTING BY

GOD.
See DESOLATIONS.

ABRAHAM
named, Gen. 17:5.
time of, Gen. 11:27.
begotten by Terah, Gen. 11:27.
blessed by God, and sent to Canaan,

Gen. 12:5.
goes down to Egypt, Gen. 12:10.

causes his wife to pass as sister, Gen.
12:13; 20:2.

strife between him and Lot, Gen. 13:7.
his seed to be as the dust of the earth,

Gen. 13:16.
delivers Lot from captivity; refuses

spoil, Gen. 14:16.
blessed by Melchizedek, Gen. 14:19;

Heb. 7:4.
his faith counted for righteousness,

Gen. 15:6.
God’s covenant with, Gen. 15:18; Ps.

105:9.
he and family circumcised, Gen. 17.
entertains angels, Gen. 18.
pleads for Sodom, Gen. 18:23.
and Lot, contrasted, Gen. 19:36.
sends away Hagar and Ishmael, Gen.

21:14.
his faith in offering Isaac, Gen. 22.
spiritual crises, Gen. 22:1.
buys a burying place, Gen. 23.
genealogy of, Gen. 23:1.
sends for a wife for his son, Gen. 24.
importance in N.T., Gen. 25:8.
gives his goods to Isaac, Gen. 25:5.
dies (at a good old age), Gen. 25:8.
his faith and works, Is. 41:8; 51:2; John

8:31; Acts 7:2; Rom. 4; Gal. 3:6;
Heb. 11:8; James 2:21.

his posterity, Gen. 25:1.
MAP: JOURNEYS OF ABRAHAM, Gen. 12:7.

ABRAHAMIC
Covenant, Gen. 12:2.

ACHAN
sin of, Josh. 7:1,11.

ACTS
of righteousness, Matt. 6:1.

ADAM
and Christ contrasted, 1 Cor. 15:22.
the federal headship of, Rom. 8:22.
typical significance, Gen. 5:1.

ADAMIC
Covenant, Gen. 3:15.

ADONAI, Gen. 15:2.

ADONAI JEHOVAH, Gen. 15:2.

ADONIJAH, 1 Kin. 1:5.

ADOPTION
Summary, Eph. 1:5.
of the children of God, John 1:12;

20:17; Rom. 8:14; 2 Cor. 6:18;
Gal. 4; Eph. 1:5; Heb. 2:10; 12:5;
James 1:18; 1 John 3:1.

of the Gentiles, Is. 66:19; Hos. 2:23;
Acts 15:3; Rom. 8:15, 23; 9:24;
Gal. 4:5; Eph. 1:5; 2; 3; Col. 1:27.

ADVENTS of Christ, the two,
Summary, Acts 1:11.

ADVOCACY
of Christ, 1 John 2:1; John 14:16.

AFFLICTION
the result of sin, 2 Sam. 12:14; Ps.

90:7; Ezek. 6:13.
foretold, Gen. 15:13; Is. 10:12; Jer.

29:17; 42:16; Ezek. 20:37.
of the godly, Job 42:6.
man born to, Job 5:6, 7.
comes from God, Gen. 15:13; Num.

14:33; 2 Kin. 6:33; Job 10:15; Ps.
66:11; Is. 9:1.

sent in mercy, Gen. 50:20; Ex. 1:12;
Deut. 8:16; Ps. 106:43; Ezek.
20:37; Nah. 1:12; Matt. 24:9; Acts
20:23; Rom. 8:18; Heb. 12:6;
James 5:10; Rev. 7:14.

promises of support under, Ps. 46:5; Is.
25:4; 43:2; Jer. 16:19; 39:17; Nah.
1:7; Matt. 11:28; John 14; Acts
14:22; Heb. 2:18; Rev. 3:10.

resignation under, Ps. 119:75.
comfort under, Ps. 27:5; Is. 49:13;

61:2; Jer. 31:13; Matt. 5:4; Luke
7:13; John 16:20, 33; 2 Cor. 1:4;
7:6; 1 Pet. 4:13.

object of, 1 Cor. 11:32; 1 Pet. 5:10.
effects of, 2 Cor. 4:17.
proof of God’s love, Prov. 3:12; Heb.

12:6; Rev. 3:19.
endurance of, 1 Sam. 3:18; 2 Sam.

12:16; Neh. 9:3; Job 1:21; 2:10;
5:17; 13:15; 34:31; Ps. 18:6;
27:4; 39:9; 50:15; 55:16, 22;
56:3; 71:14; Jer. 50:4; Lam. 3:39;
Luke 21:19; Rom. 12:12; 2 Cor.
1:9; 1 Thess. 4:13; 2 Thess. 1:4;
Heb. 12:1; James 1:4; 5:10; 1 Pet.
2:20.

supplication under, Judg. 4:3; 1 Sam.
1:10; 2 Sam. 24:10; 2 Kin. 19:16;
20:1, 2; 2 Chr. 14:11; 20:6; Ezra
9:6; Neh. 9:32; Job 10:2; 13:23;
33:26; Ps. 66:13; Jer. 17:13;
31:18; Lam. 5:1; Dan. 9:3; Hab.
3:2; Matt. 26:39; 2 Cor. 12:8;
James 5:13.

exhortation under, Deut. 8:3; Neh. 1:8;
Prov. 3:11; John 5:14.

confession of sin under, Num. 21:7; Job
7:20; Ps. 32:5; Is. 64:5, 6; Jer.
31:18; Mic. 7:9.

repentance under, Job 34:31; Ps. 78:34;
Hos. 6:1; Luke 15:17.

support under, Deut. 4:30, 31; 2 Chr.
7:13, 14; Job 33:26; Ps. 73:26; Is.
10:20.

deliverances from, Ps. 34:4, 19; 40:2;

SUBJECT INDEX
This topic index includes topics found in scripture as well as those found in the annotations throughout the Scofield®
Study Bible. Entries that appear in italic type refer to a note located at that scripture reference. Also check the Proper
Noun Index for additional information on names.



126:2, 3; Prov. 12:13; Is. 63:9;
Jon. 2:1, 2; 2 Tim. 3:11; 4:17, 18.

benefits of, Job 23:10; 36:8; Ps. 66:10;
119:67, 71; Eccl. 7:2; Is. 1:25;
26:9; 48:10; Lam. 3:19, 27, 39;
Ezek. 14:11; Hos. 2:6; 5:15; Mic.
6:9; Zech. 13:9; John 15:2; Acts
14:22; Rom. 5:3; 2 Cor. 4:8; 12:7;
Phil. 1:12; Heb. 12:10; 1 Pet.
2:20.

AGES
Eph. 2:7; 3:5,21; Col. 1:26.
present, course of, Matt. 24:3.

AHAB
Accomplishments and Mistakes, 

1 Kin. 20.

ALMIGHTY (GOD)
Gen. 17:1; Ex. 6:3; Num. 24:4; Ruth

1:20; Job 5:17; Is. 13:6; Ezek.
1:24; Rev. 1:8. See GOD.

ALMOND tree
significance, Jer. 1:11.

ALMUG tree, 1 Kin. 10:11.

ALPHA and Omega, Rev. 1:8.

ALTAR
built by Noah, Gen. 8:20. Abram, Gen.

12:7, 8; 13:4, 18; 22:9. Isaac,
Gen. 26:25. Jacob, Gen. 33:20;
35:7. Moses, Ex. 17:15. Balaam,
Num. 23:1. Reubenites, etc., Josh.
22:10. Saul, 1 Sam. 14:35. Elijah,
1 Kin. 18:30, 32. Solomon, 2 Chr.
4:1.

of Damascus, 2 Kin. 16:10.
commanded, Gen. 35:1.
how built, of earth, Ex. 20:24. of stone,

Ex. 20:25. of wood, Ex. 27:1.
of burnt offering, Ex. 27:1.
of incense, Ex. 30:1; 37:25.
of incense, type of Christ, Ex. 30:1.
golden, Rev. 8:3; 9:13.
gift brought to, Matt. 5:23.
we have an a, Heb. 13:10.

AMBITION
reproved, Matt. 18:1; 20:25; 23:8;

Luke 22:24.
punishment of, Prov. 17:19; Is. 14:12;

Ezek. 31:10.
of: Babel, Gen. 11:4. Aaron and

Miriam, Num. 12:10. Korah,
Dathan, and Abiram, Num. 16:3.
Absalom, 2 Sam. 18:9. Adonijah,
1 Kin. 1:5. of Babylon, Jer. 51:53.
James and John, Matt. 20:21. man
of sin, 2 Thess. 2:3. Diotrephes,
3 John 9.

AMOS
prophecy of, Amos 1:3, 9:15.

ANANIAS and Sapphira
sin of, Acts 5:3.

ANGELS
Summary, Heb. 1:4.
of the LORD, Judg. 2:1.
nature, office, duties, and

characteristics of, 2 Sam. 14:20;

1 Kin. 19:5; Neh. 9:6; Job 25:3;
38:7; Ps. 68:17; 91:11; 103:20;
104:4; 148:2; Is. 6:2; Dan. 6:22;
Matt. 13:39; 16:27; 18:10; 24:31;
25:31; Mark 8:38; Luke 15:7;
16:22; Acts 7:53; 12:7; 27:23;
Eph. 1:21; Phil. 2:9; Col. 1:16;
2:10; 1 Thess. 4:16; 2 Thess. 1:7;
1 Tim. 3:16; 5:21; Heb. 1:6; 2:2;
12:22; 1 Pet. 1:12; 3:22; 2 Pet.
2:11; Jude 9; Rev. 5:2; 7; 11; 12:7;
14:6; 17.

announce the nativity, Luke 2:13.
minister to Christ, Matt. 4:11; 26:53;

Luke 22:43; John 1:51.
saints will judge, 1 Cor. 6:3.
not to be worshiped, Col. 2:18; Rev.

19:10; 22:9.
rebellious, 2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 6.
fallen, Heb. 1:4, Jude 6.
ministry of, Dan. 10:13.
of the seven churches, Rev. 1:20.

ANGER
nature and effects of, Gen. 27:45;

44:18; 49:7; Ex. 32:19; Ps. 37:8;
69:24; Prov. 15:18; 16:32; 19:11;
21:19; 29:22; Eccl. 7:9; Is. 13:9;
30:27; Jer. 44:6; Matt. 5:22; Titus
1:7. See WRATH.

remedy for, Prov. 15:1; 21:14.
to be put away, Eph. 4:26, 31; Col. 3:8.

ANGER (divine)
Gen. 3:14; 4; Deut. 29:20; 32:19; Josh.

23:16; 2 Kin. 22:13; Ezra 8:22;
Job 9:13; Ps. 7:11; 21:8; 78:21,
58; 89:30; 90:7; 99:8; 106:40;
Prov. 1:30; Is. 1; 3:8; 9:13; 13:9;
47:6; Jer. 3:5; 7:19; 44:3; Nah.
1:2; Mark 3:5; 10:14; John 3:36;
Rom. 1:18; 3:5; 1 Cor. 10:22; Eph.
5:6; Col. 3:6; 1 Thess. 2:16; Heb.
3:18; 10:26; Rev. 21:8; 22.

kindled, Ex. 4:14; Num. 11:1; 12:9,
etc.; Josh. 7:1; 2 Sam. 6:7; 24:1;
2 Kin. 13:3; Jer. 17:4; Hos. 8:5;
Zech. 10:3.

slow, Ps. 103:8; Jon. 4:2; Nah. 1:3.
deferred, Ps. 38; 103:9; Is. 48:9; Jer.

2:35; 3:12; Hos. 14:4; Jon. 3:9,
10; Col. 3:8.

instances of, Gen. 19; Ex. 14:24; Job
9:13; 14:13; Ps. 76:6; 78:49;
90:7; Is. 9:19; Jer. 7:20; 10:10;
Lam. 1; Ezek. 7; 9; Nah. 1.

stored up for the wicked, Rom. 2:5;
2 Pet. 3:7.

to be prayed against, Ex. 32:11; 2 Sam.
24:17; Ps. 2:12; 6; 27:9; 30:8; 38;
39:10; 74; 76:7; 79:5; 80:4; 85:4;
90:11; Is. 64:9; Jer. 4:8; Lam.
3:39; Dan. 9:16; Mic. 7:9; Hab.
3:2; Zeph. 2:2; 3:8; Matt. 10:28;
Luke 18:13.

propitiation of, by Christ, Rom. 3:25;
5:9; 2 Cor. 5:18; Eph. 2:14; Col.
1:20; 1 Thess. 1:10; 1 John 2:2.

turned away by repentance, 1 Kin.
21:29; Job 33:27, 28; Ps. 106:45;
107:13, 19; Jer. 3:12; 18:7; 31:18;
Joel 2:14; Luke 15:18.

ANIMALS
of the Bible, Job 12.
clean and unclean, Lev. 11.
sacrificial, typical meaning, Lev. 1:3.

ANNIHILATIONISM
error of, Mal. 4:1.

ANTICHRIST, Rev. 13:11.

ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES
king of Syria, p. 1291, Dan. 8:1,14.
in prophecy, Dan. 11:2.
symbol of, Dan. 8:9.

APOLLOS
ministry, Acts 18:28.

APOSTASY
Summary, 2 Tim. 3:1.
believer’s resource in, 2 Tim. 1:12.
illustrated, Judg. 17:13.
in Israel, Judg. 17:1.
sources, Acts 20:29.

APOSTLE, Matt. 10:2.

APOSTLES
the twelve, Matt. 10:2.
mission to Israel, Matt. 10:5.
calling of the, Matt. 4:18, 21; 9:9; Mark

1:16; Luke 5:10; John 1:38.
their appointment and powers, Matt.

10; 16:19; 18:18; 28:19; Mark
3:13; 16:15; Luke 6:13; 9; 12:11;
24:47; John 20:23; Acts 9:15, 27;
20:24; 1 Cor. 5:3; 2 Thess. 3:6;
2 Tim. 1:11.

witnesses of Christ, Luke 1:2; 24:33,
48; Acts 1:2, 22; 10:41; 1 Cor.
9:1; 15:5; 2 Pet. 1:16; 1 John 1:1.

their sufferings, Matt. 10:16; Luke
21:16; John 15:20; 16:2, 33; Ac,
4, etc.; 1 Cor. 4:9; 2 Cor. 1:4; 4:8;
11:23, etc.; Rev. 1:9, etc.

their names written in heaven, Rev.
21:14.

false, condemned, 2 Cor. 11:13.
Lists of the, Mark 1.

ARABAH, the, Deut. 1:1.

ARAMAIC in Daniel, Dan. 2:4.

ARAMEANS (SYRIANS)
Isaac’s relatives, Gen. 25:20.
subdued by David, 2 Sam. 8; 10.
contend with Israel, 1 Kin. 10:29;

11:25; 20; 22; 2 Kin. 6:24; 7;
8:13; 13:7; 16:6; 2 Chr. 18.

employed to punish Joash, 2 Chr.
24:23. See 2 Chr. 28:23; Is. 7:2;
Ezek. 27:16; Hos. 12:12; Amos
1:5.

ARAUNAH’S threshing floor, 1 Chr.
21:25.

ARBITRATOR, Job 9:33.

ARK
Noah’s, dimensions, Gen. 6:15.
typical significance, Gen. 6:14.
of the Testimony, Ex. 25:10.
History of the Ark of the Covenant,

2 Chr. 5.
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ARMAGEDDON, battle of, Rev. 16:16;
19:17.

ARTEMIS of the Ephesians, Acts 19:28.

ASENATH, typical significance, Gen.
41:45.

ASHTORETH, Judg. 2:13.

ASSURANCE
Jude 1; Ezek. 18:24.
of faith and hope, Is. 32:17; Col. 2:2;

1 Thess. 1:5; 2 Tim. 1:12; Heb.
6:11; 10:22.

true ground of, Luke 7:44.
confirmed by love, 1 John 3:14, 19;

4:18.

ASSYRIAN
MAP: THE ASSYRIAN EMPIRE, Is. 36.

ATONEMENT
under the law, Ex. 29:29; 30; Lev. 1.
the word, Ex. 29:33.
burnt offering type, Lev. 1:3.
meaning, Lev. 16:6.
day of, Lev. 16:30; 23:27.
annual day of, Lev. 16; 23:26.
made by Aaron for the plague, Num.

16:46.
made by Christ, Rom. 3:24; 5:6; 2 Cor.

5:18; Gal. 1:4; 3:13; Titus 2:14;
Heb. 9:28; 1 Pet. 1:19; 2:24; 3:18;
1 John 2:2; Rev. 1:5; 13:8, etc.

(propitiation), Rom. 3:25.
prophecies concerning, Is. 53; Dan.

9:24; Zech. 13:1, 7; John 11:50.
commemorated in the Lord’s Supper,

Matt. 26:26; 1 Cor. 11:23.
sacrifice of, Rom. 3:25.

BABYLON
meanings, Rev. 18:2.
destruction, Is. 13:1; 13:19; Rev. 18:2.

BABYLONIANS, Hab. 1:6.
MAP: THE NEO-BABYLONIAN EMPIRE, Dan. 1.

BACKSLIDING (turning from God)
1 Kin. 11:9; Matt. 18:6; 2 Cor. 11:3;

Gal. 3:1; 5:4. Israel, Ex. 32; Jer.
2:19; 3:6, 11; 12; 14; 22; Is. 1;
Hos. 4:16; 11:7. Saul, 1 Sam.
15:11. Solomon, 1 Kin. 11:3, 4.
Peter, Matt. 26:70–74; Gal. 2:14.

God’s displeasure at, Ps. 78:57, 58, 59.
punishment of, Prov. 14:14; Jer. 2:19.
pardon for, promised, 2 Chr. 7:14; Jer.

3:12; 31:20; 36:3, etc.; Hos. 14:4.
restoration from, Ps. 80:3; 85:4; Lam.

5:21.
healing of, Jer. 3:22; Hos. 14:4; 5:15.

BALAAM
Num. 22:5; 2 Pet. 2:15; Jude 11; Rev.

2:14.
prophecies of, Num. 23:7.

BAPTISM
of Christ, Matt. 3:15.
for dead, 1 Cor. 15:29.
by water, Acts 8:12.
of John, Matt. 3:6; Mark 1:4; Luke 3;

John 1:19; Acts 19:4.
by disciples, not by Christ, John 4:2.

Pharisees’ answer concerning, Matt.
21:25; Mark 11:29; Luke 20:4.

appointed by Christ, Matt. 28:19; Mark
16:15; John 3:22; 4:1.

its signification, Acts 2:38; 19:4; 22:16;
Rom. 6:3; 1 Cor. 10:2; 12:13;
15:29; Gal. 3:27; Col. 2:12; Titus
3:5; 1 Pet. 3:21.

instances of, Acts 8:12, 38; 9:18;
10:48; 16:15, 33; 1 Cor. 1:16.

Crispus and Gaius baptized by Paul,
1 Cor. 1:14.

BEAST
Summary, Rev. 19:20.
and Antiochus, Dan. 8:9.
an apostate, Dan. 11:36.
Daniel’s fourth world empire, Rev.

13:1.
symbol of, Dan. 7:8.

BEASTS
Dan. 7:26; Rev. 13:11.
creation of, Gen. 1:24.
power over, given to man, Gen. 1:26,

28; Ps. 8:7.
named by Adam, Gen. 2:20.
saved from the flood, Gen. 7:2.
ordinance concerning, Ex. 22:19.
clean and unclean, Lev. 11; Deut. 14:4;

Acts 10:12.
set apart for God, Ex. 13:12; Lev. 27:9.
subjects of God’s care, Ps. 36:6;

104:10, 11.
Daniel’s vision of, Dan. 7.
John’s vision, Rev. 4:7; 13, etc.

BEAUTY
vanity of, Ps. 39:11; Prov. 6:25; 31:30;

Is. 3:24.
danger of, Gen. 12:11; 26:7; 34; 2 Sam.

11; 13, etc.
decays, Ps. 39:11; 49:14.

BELIEVE
meaning in the N.T., John 3:16.

BELIEVER’S
responsibility, Rom. 6:3.
standing in grace, 1 Cor. 1:2.

BELIEVERS
Ezek. 18:24; John 21:15.
a gift to Christ, John 17:2.
identified with Christ, Eph. 1:3.
two natures of, Rom. 7:15.

BENJAMIN
typical meaning, Gen. 35:18; 43:34.

BETHANY, Matt. 21:17.

BETHEL
significance, Gen. 12:8, 28:19; 35:7.
schismatic altar at, Amos 4:4.

BETHLEHEM, Gen. 35:19.

BETHSAIDA
judgment, Mark 8:23.

BETRAYAL of Christ, Psalm of, Ps.
41:9.

BIBLE PRAYERS
O.T., Summary, Hab. 3:1.
N.T., Luke 11:2.

BINDING and loosing, Matt. 16:19.

BIRDS, two, typical meaning, Lev.
14:4.

BIRTH, new, meaning, John 3:3.

BIRTHRIGHT, Gen. 25:31.

BIRTHS, foretold
of Ishmael, Gen. 16:11.
of Isaac, Gen. 18:10.
of Samson, Judg. 13:3.
of Samuel, 1 Sam. 1:11, 17.
of Josiah, 1 Kin. 13:2.
of Shunammite’s son, 2 Kin. 4:16.
of John the Baptist, Luke 1:13.
of Messiah, Gen. 3:15; Is. 7:14; Mic. 5;

Luke 1:31.
Births Divinely Announced, 2 Kin. 4.

BLASPHEMY
Ex. 20:7; Ps. 74:18; Is. 52:5; Ezek.

20:27; Matt. 15:19; Luke 22:65;
Col. 3:8; Rev. 2:9; 13:5, 6; 16:9.

punishment of, death, Lev. 24:16;
1 Kin. 21:10.

mercy for, 1 Tim. 1:13.
Christ accused of, Matt. 9:3; 26:65;

Mark 2:7; Luke 5:21; John 10:33.
others falsely accused of, and stoned:

Naboth, 1 Kin. 21:13. Stephen,
Acts 6:13; 7:54.

occasion to blaspheme given by David,
2 Sam. 12:14. See also 1 Tim.
5:14; 6:1.

against Holy Spirit, Matt. 12:31; Mark
3:29; Luke 12:10; 1 John 5:16.

BLESSED
those chosen, called, chastened by God,

Ps. 65:4; Eph. 1:3, 4–Is. 51:2; Rev.
19:9–Ps. 94:12.

who trust, fear, delight in God, Ps.
2:12; 34:8; 40:4; 84:12; Jer.
17:7–Ps. 128:1, 4–Ps. 112:1.

who hear and obey, Ps. 119:2; Matt.
13:16; Luke 11:28; James 1:25;
Rev. 1:3; 22:7, 14.

who know, believe, and suffer for
Christ, Matt. 16:16, 17–Matt.
11:6; Luke 1:45; Gal. 3:9–Luke
6:22.

who endure temptation, James 1:12;
watch against sin, Rev. 16:15;
rebuke sinners, Prov. 24:25; die in
the Lord, Rev. 14:13.

the undefiled, pure, just, children of the
just, righteous, upright, faithful,
poor in spirit, meek, merciful,
peacemakers, Ps. 119:1–Matt.
5:8–Ps. 106:3; Prov. 10:6–Prov.
20:7–Ps. 5:12–Ps. 112:2–Prov.
28:20–Matt. 5:3–Matt. 5:5–Matt.
5:7–Matt. 5:9.

the bountiful, Deut. 15:10; Ps. 41:1;
Prov. 22:9; Luke 14:13, 14.

sins forgiven, Ps. 32:1, 2; Rom. 4:7.

BLESSINGS
God’s Promised Blessings and Curses,

Lev. 26.
Blessings and Curses, Deut. 28.

BLIND, healing of, Matt. 20:30.
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BLINDNESS
inflicted on the men of Sodom, Gen.

19:11; on the Syrian army, 2 Kin.
6:18; on Saul of Tarsus, Acts 9:8;
on Elymas at Paphos, Acts 13:11.

healed by Christ, Matt. 9:27; 12:22;
20:30; Mark 8:22; 10:46; Luke
7:21; John 9 (Is. 35:5).

spiritual, Ps. 82:5; Is. 56:10; 59:9;
Matt. 6:23; 15:14; 23:16; John
1:5; 3:19; 9:39; 1 Cor. 2:14;
2 Pet. 1:9; 1 John 2:9; Rev. 3:17.

judicially inflicted, Ps. 69:23; Is. 6:9;
44:18; Matt. 13:13; John 12:40;
Acts 28:26; Rom. 11:7; 2 Cor.
3:14; 4:4.

prayer for deliverance from, Ps. 13:3;
119:18.

removed by Christ, Is. 9:2; 42:7; Luke
4:18; John 8:12; 9:39; 2 Cor.
3:14; 4:6; Eph. 5:8; Col. 1:13;
1 Thess. 5:4; 1 Pet. 2:9.

BLOOD
sacrificial, meaning, Lev. 17:11.
eating of, forbidden to: man after the

flood, Gen. 9:4; the Israelites
under the law, Lev. 3:17; 17:10,
12, 13; Deut. 12:16, 24; 1 Sam.
14:32, 33; the Gentile Christians,
Acts 15:20, 29.

water turned into, as a sign, Ex. 4:30,
with ver. 9; as a judgment, Ex.
7:17; Rev. 8:8; 11:6.

law respecting, Lev. 7:26; 19:26; Deut.
12:16; Ezek. 33:25; Acts 15:29;
enforced by Saul, 1 Sam. 14:32.

shedding of human, forbidden, Gen.
9:5, 6; Deut. 21:1–9; Ps. 106:38;
Prov. 6:16, 17; Is. 59:3; Jer.
22:17; Ezek. 22:4; Matt. 27:6.

of legal sacrifices, Ex. 23:18; 29:12;
30:10; 34:25; Lev. 4:7; 17:11;
Heb. 9:13, 19–22; 10:4.

BLOOD
OF THE COVENANT

Ex. 24:8; Zech. 9:11; Heb. 10:29;
13:20.

OF CHRIST
Lev. 16:5; 17:11.
1 Cor. 10:16; Eph. 2:13; Heb. 9:14;

1 Pet. 1:19; 1 John 1:7.
salvation by, Heb. 9:12; 13:12; Rev.

1:5. See Heb. 9:22.
in the Lord’s Supper, Matt. 26:28; Mark

14:24; Luke 22:20; 1 Cor. 11:25.
redemption by, Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:20;

Heb. 10:19; 12:24; 1 Pet. 1:2;
1 John 1:7; Rev. 1:5; 5:9; 12:11.

typified, under the law, Ex. 12:13;
29:16; 30:10; Lev. 1:5; 4; 16:15;
Heb. 9:7, etc.

BLUE, typical meaning, Num. 15:38.

BODIES of saints which rose after
Christ, Matt. 27:52.

BODY (human)
not to be dishonored, Lev. 19:28; 21:5;

Deut. 14:1.

to be pure, Rom. 12:1; 1 Cor. 6:13;
1 Thess. 4:4.

of a Christian, the temple of the Holy
Spirit, 1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19; 2 Cor.
6:16.

dead, laws concerning, Lev. 21:11;
Num. 5:2; 9:6; 19:11; Deut.
21:23; Hag. 2:13.

will be raised again, Matt. 22:30; 1 Cor.
15:12; Phil. 3:21. See
RESURRECTION.

BODY of Christ
prepared by God, Heb. 10:5; Luke 2:35;

pierced by soldiers, John 19:34;
buried by Joseph, Matt. 27:60;
Mark 15:46; Luke 23:53; John
19:42.

Church Christ’s body, Rom. 12:4;
1 Cor. 10:17; 12:12; Eph. 1:22;
4:12; 5:23; Col. 1:18; 2:19; 3:15.

BOILING pot, significance, Jer. 1:13.

BOLDNESS
through faith, Prov. 28:1; Is. 50:7; Acts

5:29; Eph. 3:12; Heb. 10:19;
1 John 4:17.

exhortations to, Josh. 1:7; 2 Chr. 19:11;
Jer. 1:8; Ezek. 3:9; Heb. 4:16.

of Peter and John, Acts 4:13; 5:29.
Stephen, Acts 7:51. Paul, Acts
9:27; 19:8; 2 Cor. 7:4; Gal. 2:11.
Apollos, Acts 18:26.

BONDAGE
of Israel in Egypt, Ex. 1–12; Ps. 105:25;

Acts 7:6.
in Babylon, 2 Kin. 25; Ezra 1; 9:7; Neh.

1; Esth. 3; Dan. 1.

BONDAGE (spiritual)
John 8:34; Acts 8:23; Rom. 6:16; 7:23;

8:2; Gal. 2:4; 4:3; 1 Tim. 3:7;
2 Tim. 2:26; Heb. 2:14; 2 Pet.
2:19.

deliverance by Christ, Is. 61:1; Luke
4:18; John 8:36; Rom. 8:2; Gal.
3:13.

BOOK of Life
Ex. 32:32; Ps. 69:28; Dan. 12:1; Phil.

4:3; Rev. 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 21:27;
22:19; opened, Rev. 20:12.

BOOK of the Law
2 Kin. 22:8.
Deut. 28:61; 29:27, etc.; Gal. 3:10;
found and read, 2 Kin. 22:8; 23:2; Neh.

8:8.
occasions of public reading of, Neh. 8.

BOOKS of the Israelities not in the
O.T., 1 Chr. 29:29.

BRANCH (of the Lord)
Christ as the, Is. 4:2.
in vision, Zech. 3:1.
prophecies concerning, Is. 4:2; Jer.

23:5; Zech. 3:8; 6:12; John 15:5;
Rom. 11:16.

BREAD
Adam’s curse, Gen. 3:19.
rained from heaven (manna), Ex. 16:4.

miraculously supplied, 2 Kin. 4:42;
John 6.

a type of Christ, John 6:31; 1 Cor.
10:16.

offered before the Lord, Ex. 25:30; Lev.
8:26; 24:5.

hallowed, David obtains from
Ahimelech, 1 Sam. 21:4.

used in the Lord’s Supper, Luke 22:19;
24:30; Acts 2:42; 20:7; 1 Cor.
10:16; 11:23.

unleavened, Gen. 19:3; Ex. 12:8;
1 Sam. 28:24; 2 Kin. 23:9.

figuratively used, 1 Cor. 5:8.

BREAD of the Presence, type of Christ,
Ex. 25:30.

BREASTPLATE of the high priest, Ex.
29:5.

BREATH (life)
dependent upon God, Gen. 2:7; 6:17;

Job 12:10; 33:4; Ps. 104:29; Ezek.
37:5; Dan. 5:23; Acts 17:25.

BREATH of God
its power, 2 Sam. 22:16; Job 4:9; Ps.

33:6; Is. 11:4; 30:28.

BRIDE of Christ, Summary, Rev. 19:7.

BRONZE
typical meaning, Ex. 27:17; Num. 21:9.
altar, type of the cross, Ex. 27:1.
serpent, Num. 21:9.

BROTHERS
duty of, toward each other, Gen. 13:8;

Deut. 15:7; 24:14; Ps. 133; Matt.
5:22; 18:15, 21; 25:40; John
13:34; 15:12, etc.; Rom. 12:10;
1 Cor. 6; 8:13; Gal. 6:1; 1 Thess.
4:9; 2 Thess. 3:15; Heb. 13:1;
1 Pet. 1:22; 3:8; 2 Pet. 1:7; 1 John
2:9; 3:17.

BURDEN
of affliction, Is. 58:6; 2 Cor. 5:4.
of iniquities, Ps. 38:4.
of Christ, light, Matt. 11:30; Acts

15:28; Rev. 2:24.

BURNT offering
altar of, Ex. 27:1.
type of Christ, Lev. 1:3.

BURNT OFFERINGS
law concerning, Lev. 1:1; 6:8.
illustrations of, Gen. 8:20; 22:13; Ex.

18:12; 1 Sam. 7:9; Ezra 3:4; Job
1:5. See Ps. 40:6; 51:19; Is. 40:16;
Heb. 10.

the continual, Ex. 29:38; Num. 28:3;
1 Chr. 16:40; 2 Chr. 13:11.

CAIN, typical significance, Gen. 4:1;
Jude 11.

CAINITIC civilization, Gen. 4:17.

CALENDAR
Israel’s religious, Lev. 23:2.
Julian, Matt. 2:1.

CALL
of God to repentance and salvation, Ps.

49; 50, etc.; Prov. 1:20; 2–8; Is. 1;
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45:20; 55; Jer. 35:15; Hos. 6; 14;
Joel 2; Jonah 3; Matt. 3; 11:28;
John 7:37; 12:44; Rom. 8:28; 9;
10; 11; 2 Cor. 5:20; Rev. 2:5; 3:3,
19; 22:17.

danger of rejecting, Ps. 50:17; Prov.
1:24; 29:1; Is. 6:9; 66:4; Jer. 6:19;
26:4; 35:17; Matt. 22:3; John
12:48; Acts 13:46; 18:6; 28:24;
Rom. 11:8; 2 Thess. 2:10; Heb.
2:1; 12:25; Rev. 2:5.

CALLING (of individuals)
of Noah, Gen. 6:13. Abraham, Gen. 12.

Jacob, Gen. 28:12. Moses, Ex. 3.
Gideon, Judg. 6:11. Samuel,
1 Sam. 3. Elijah, 1 Kin. 17. Elisha,
1 Kin. 19:16, 19. Isaiah, Is. 6.
Jeremiah, Jer. 1. Ezekiel, Ezek. 1.
Hosea, Hos. 1.

of Amos, Amos 1; 7:14. See Mic. 1:1;
Zeph. 1:1; Hag. 1:1; Zech. 1:1.

of Jonah, Jon. 1.
of Peter, etc., Matt. 4:18; Mark 1:16;

Luke 5; John 1:39.
of Paul, Ac, 9; Rom. 1:1; Gal. 1:1, 11;

1 Tim. 1.

CAMP, typical significance, Lev. 4:12.

CAMPAIGN
MAP: NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S CAMPAIGNS

AGAINST JUDAH, 2 Kin. 25.
MAP:THE CAMPAIGN OF SENNACHERIB, 2 Kin.

19.
MAP:THE CAMPAIGN OF SHALMANESER V,

2 Kin. 17.
MAP:THE CAMPIAGN OF TIGLATH-PILESER III,

2 Kin. 16.

CANAAN
given to Abraham, Gen. 15:18.
MAP: THE CONQUEST OF SOUTHERN CANAAN,

Josh. 8.
MAP: THE CONQUEST OF NORTHERN CANAAN,

Josh. 12.
MAP: DIVISION OF THE LAND, Josh. 16.
MAP: JOURNEY FROM THE WILDERNESS TO

CANAAN, Num. 35.

CANAANITE morality, Lev. 18:24.

CAPTIVITY
of Israelites foretold, Lev. 26:33; Deut.

28:36.
of ten tribes, Amos 3; 4; 7:11; fulfilled,

2 Kin. 17; 1 Chr. 5:26.
of Judah foretold, Is. 39:6; Jer. 13:19;

20:4; 25:11; 32:28; fulfilled,
2 Kin. 25; 2 Chr. 36; Ps. 137;
Esth. 2; Jer. 39; 52; Dan. 1.

return from, Ezra 1; Neh. 2; Ps. 126.
seventy years of, Jer. 25:11.

CARE
worldly, deprecated, Matt. 6:25; Luke

8:14; 12:22; John 6:27; 1 Cor.
7:32; Phil. 4:6; 1 Tim. 6:8; 2 Tim.
2:4; Heb. 13:5.

Martha reproved for, Luke 10:41.
loving c., of the Samaritan, Luke 10:34.
of Christ for His mother, John 19:26.
of Paul for the Corinthians, 2 Cor. 7:12;

11:28.

of Titus for the Corinthians, 2 Cor.
8:16.

for Paul by Philippians, Phil. 4:10.

CARNAL. See WORLDLY

CHALDEANS. See BABYLONIANS

CHARGE
of God to Moses and Aaron, Ex. 6:13.
of Moses to Joshua, Deut. 31:7.
of David to Solomon, 1 Kin. 2:1; 1 Chr.

22:6.
of Jehoshaphat to the judges, 2 Chr.

19:6.
of Paul to the elders of the church at

Ephesus, Acts 20:17.
of Paul to Timothy, 1 Tim. 5:21; 

2 Tim. 4.
of Peter to the elders, 1 Pet. 5.

CHARIOTS and horses, symbolic
meaning, Zech. 6:1.

CHERUBIM, Ezek. 1:22.

CHILDREN
the gift of God, Gen. 33:5; Ps. 127;

128.
a blessing, Prov. 10:1; 15:20; 17:6;

23:24; 27:11; 29:3.
duty of, Ex. 20:12; Lev. 19:3, 32; Deut.

5:16; 30:2; Prov. 1:8; 6:20; 13:1;
15:5; 19:27; 23:22; 24:21; 28:7,
24; Eccl. 12:1; Eph. 6:1; Col. 3:20;
1 Tim. 5:4; Heb. 12:9; 1 Pet. 5:5.

of Bethlehem, slain by Herod, Matt.
2:16 (Jer. 31:15).

blessed by Christ, Matt. 19:13; Mark
10:13; Luke 18:15.

of God, Heb. 12:5; Eph. 5:1; 1 Pet.
1:14.

of light, Luke 16:8; John 12:36; Eph.
5:8; 1 Thess. 5:5.

of the devil, Acts 13:10.
OBEDIENT

Christ, Luke 2:51.
Isaac, Gen. 22:6.
Jephthah’s daughter, Judg. 11:36.
Samuel, 1 Sam. 2:26.

WICKED
1 Sam. 2:12, 25; Prov. 15:5; 17:21;

19:13, 26; 28:7, 24; 30:11; Is.
3:5; Ezek. 22:7.

their punishment, Ex. 21:15; Deut.
21:18; 27:16; 2 Kin. 2:23; Prov.
30:17; Mark 7:10.

CHRIST
meaning of the word, Matt. 1:16.
abiding in, John 15:4.
and Adam contrasted, 1 Cor. 15:22.
advents of, Summary, Acts 1:11.
advocacy of, 1 John 2:1; John 14:16.
blood of, Lev. 16:5; 17:11.
as the Branch, Is. 4:2.
Bride of, Summary, Rev. 19:7.
brutalities suffered, Is. 52:14.
day of, 1 Cor. 1:8.
Deity of, John 20:28; Acts 9:20; Phil.

2:6; James 2:1.
first advent of, Acts 1:11.
as firstborn, Col. 1:15.

genealogies of, Matt. 1:1; Luke 3:23;
Jer. 22; 30.

glorified through death, John 12:23.
as High Priest, Ex. 29:5.
high priestly prayer, John 17:1.
in humanity, John 4:6.
law of, Summary, 2 John 5.
as Logos, John 1:1.
as Lord, Matt. 8:2.
love for the Church, Eph. 5:25.
as mystery of God, Col. 2:2.
preauthentication of N.T. Scriptures,

John 16:12.
pre-existence, Mic. 5:2.
relation to the Gentiles, Is. 42:6.
relation to the law, Matt. 5:17.
return of, three words used in referring

to, 1 Cor. 1:7.
second advent of, Acts 1:11.
as the servant of the LORD, Is. 42:1.
as the Suffering Servant of the LORD, Is.

52:13.
Names, Title and Offices of, pp. 920–

921.
the anointed, Greek for MESSIAH, Matt.

1:1.
Lord Jesus, Matt. 1:21; Luke 2:11; John

1:41; 4:42; Acts 5:31; 11:17;
13:23; 15:11; 16:31; 20:21; Rom.
5:1, 11; 6:23; 7:25; 13:14; 15:6,
30; 16:13; 1 Cor. 1:2, 3, 7, 10;
5:4; Eph. 5:23; Phil. 3:20; 1 Tim.
1:1, 12; 3:13; 4:6; 5:21; 2 Tim.
1:10; Titus 1:4; 2:13; 3:6; Philem.
3:5, 25; Heb. 13:8, 21; James 1:1;
1 Pet. 1:3; 2 Pet. 1:1, 11; 2:20;
3:2, 18; 1 John 4:10; Jude 1, 4,
17, 21; Rev. 22:21.

Son of God, Matt. 2:15; 3:17; 4:3, 6;
Luke 1:32, 35; 3:22; 4:3, 9; 4:34,
41; John 1:34, 40; 3:16, 18, 35,
36; 5:22, 23; 6:40, 69; 12:26;
13:3; 14:13; 15:23; 16:27, 30;
17:1; 19:7; Rom. 1:9; 5:10; 8:3,
29, 32; 1 Cor. 1:9; Gal. 1:16; 4:4,
6; Col. 1:13; 1 Thess. 1:10; Heb.
1:2, 5, 8; 3:6; 4:14; 5:5, 8; 6:6;
7:3; 1 John 4:1, 3, 7; 3:23; 4:9,
10; 5:9.

as Son of Man, Matt. 8:20.
Son of Man, Ezek. 2:1; Matt. 8:20; 9:6;

10:23; 11:19; 12:8, 32, 40; 13:37,
41; 16:13; 17:9, 22; 24:27, 30,
44; 25:31; 26:2, 24, 45; Mark
8:38; 9:12, 31; 13:14; Luke 5:24;
6:22; 9:22, 26; 11:30; 12:8;
17:22; 18:8; 19:10; 21:36; 22:48;
John 1:51; 3:13; 5:27; 6:27, 53,
62; 8:28; 12:23, 34; 13:31; Acts
7:56; Rev. 1:13.

Immanuel, Is. 7:14; 8:8; Matt. 1:23;
Matt. 1:23.

as the Stone, Matt. 21:44.
Savior, Luke 2:11; John 4:42; Acts

5:31; 13:23; Eph. 5:23; 2 Pet. 1:1;
3:2; 1 John 4:14; Jude 25.

the Word, John 1:1, 14; Acts 10:36;
1 John 5:7; Rev. 19:13.

the Lamb of God, John 1:29, 36; Rev.
5:6; 6:1, 16; 12:11; 13:8; 15:3;
19:7; 22:1, 3.
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as Shepherd, John 10:7.
the Mediator, Gal. 3:19; 1 Tim. 2:5;

Heb. 2:17; 7:25; 8:6; 9:15; 10:10;
12:2, 24; 13:15.

the Lord our Righteousness, Jer. 23:6;
33:16; Mal. 4:2; Acts 17:31; Rom.
5:18; Phil. 1:11; Heb. 7:2; 2 Pet.
1:1.

the Lord of all, Acts 10:3, 6.
the Lord of glory, 1 Cor. 2:8; James 2:1.
King of kings, and Lord of lords, Rev.

19:16.
as Priest, Zech. 6:11.
as King, Zech. 9:9.
as Prophet, Luke 24:19.
Prophet, Priest, and King, Deut. 18:15;

Is. 49; 50; 51; 52; Nah. 1:15;
Matt. 2:2; 23:36; 24:4; 25:34;
Luke 4:1, 15, 16, 18, 24; 5:3, 17,
32; 19:41; 21:10, 25; 22:34; 23:2,
27; John 18:37; 19:14, 19; Acts
17:7; 1 Tim. 1:17; 6:15; Heb. 1:8;
2:17; 3:1; Rev. 1:5; 11:15; 15:3;
17:14; 19:16.

as the Rock, 1 Pet. 2:8.
as Judge, Rev. 19:11.
Alpha and Omega, Rev. 21:6; 22:13.

CHRIST (the man Christ Jesus)
LIFE ON EARTH

virgin birth predicted, Is. 7:14.
His miraculous conception and birth

predicted, Is. 7:14; 11:1; Matt.
1:18; Luke 1:31.

birth, time of, Matt. 2:1.
accomplished at Bethlehem, Matt. 1:25;

Luke 2:7.
announced to shepherds by angels,

Luke 2:9–14.
wise men of the East do homage to,

Matt. 2:1.
circumcision of, and presentation in

Temple, Luke 2:21, 22.
carried into Egypt, Matt. 2:13.
baptism by John, Matt. 3:13; Mark 1:9;

Luke 3:21; John 1:32; 3:24.
baptism of, Matt. 3:15.
temptation, Matt. 4:1.
selection of disciples, Matt. 4:18; Mark

1:16; Luke 4:31; 5:10; John 1:38.
begins to preach and heal, Matt. 4:12;

Mark 1:14; Luke 4:16.
opposition of the Pharisees begins,

Matt. 9:34.
sufferings and death predicted, Matt.

16:17, 20; Matt. 8:9, 10; Luke
9:18.

transfiguration, Matt. 17; Matt. 17:2;
Mark 9.

anointed for burial, Matt. 26:7.
institutes the Lord’s Supper, Matt. 26;

Mark 14; Luke 22 (1 Cor. 11:23).
arrest of, order of events, Matt. 26:57.
betrayal, Psalm of, Ps. 41:9.
betrayed by Judas, Matt. 26; Mark 14;

Luke 22; John 18; Ac, 1.
deserted by disciples, Matt. 26; John

18.
trials, Matt. 27:17.
taken before Annas and Caiaphas, and

Pilate and Herod, Matt. 26:57; 27;

Mark 14:54; 15; Luke 23; John
18:19.

pronounced faultless by Pilate, yet
delivered up to the Jews, Matt. 27;
Mark 15; Luke 23; John 18:19.

crucified, order of events, Matt. 27:33;
Matt. 27; Mark 15; Luke 23; John
19.

His legs not broken, John 19:33.
His side pierced by soldier, John 19:34.
His garments divided among soldiers,

Matt. 27:35; Mark 15:24; Luke
23:34; John 19:24.

yields up the spirit, Matt. 27:50.
death of, Matt. 27:50.
Last Words of Christ, Mark 15.
buried, Matt. 27; Mark 15; Luke 23;

John 19; in a new sepulchre by
soldiers and sealed, Matt. 27:66.

His descent into lower earthly regions,
Eph. 4:9.

resurrection of, order of events, Matt.
28:1.

rises from the tomb, Matt. 28; Mark 16;
Luke 24; John 20:21 (1 Cor. 15:4).

appears to Mary Magdalene and
disciples, Matt. 28; Mark 16; Luke
24; John 20.

shows Thomas His hands and feet, John
20:27.

charge to Peter to feed His lambs, John
21:15.

ascends into heaven, Mark 16; Luke 24;
Acts 1:9, 10.

seen in heaven by Stephen, Acts 7:55.
appearances after ascension: to Paul,

Acts 9:4; 18:9; 22:8; to John, Rev.
1:13.

appearances after resurrection and
ascension, John 20:16.

WORK ON EARTH
questions the teachers, Luke 2:46.
is tested, Matt. 4; Mark 1:12; Luke 4.
Sermon on the Mount, Matt. 5:6, 7.
cleanses the Temple, Ps. 69:9; John

2:14.
teaches Nicodemus, John 3.
converses with woman of Samaria, 

John 4.
the people attempt to make Him king,

John 6:15.
taunted by His brothers, John 7:4.
the people’s testimony, Matt. 16:13;

Mark 8:27; Luke 9:18; John 7:12.
message to John the Baptist, Luke 7:22.
anointed at Simon the Pharisee’s house,

Luke 7:36.
pays tribute at Capernaum, Matt.

17:24.
inculcates humility on apostles, Matt.

18; Mark 9:33; Luke 9:49; 22:24.
departs from Galilee into Judea, Matt.

19:1.
teaches respecting divorce, Matt. 19:3;

Luke 16:18.
reproves Herod and Jerusalem, Luke

13:32, 34.
pardons woman taken in adultery, 

John 8.
compares Martha and Mary, Luke

10:38–42.

permits children to come to Him, Matt.
19:13; Mark 10:13; Luke 18:15.

Zacchaeus the tax collector called by,
Luke 19:2.

anointed by Mary at Bethany, Matt.
26:6; Mark 14:3; John 12:3.

His triumphant entry into Jerusalem,
Matt. 21; Mark 11; Luke 19; John
12.

drives money changers out of Temple,
Matt. 21:12; Mark 11:15; Luke
19:45.

curses the fig tree, Matt. 21:19; Mark
11:12.

Greeks wish to see Jesus, John 12:20.
His answer, John 12:23; to the chief

priests, Luke 20:3; to the
Pharisees, Matt. 22:15; to the
Sadducees, Mark 12:18.

glorified by the Father, John 12:28.
chief priests conspire to kill, Matt. 26:3;

Mark 14:1.
covenant with Judas to betray, Matt.

26:13; Mark 14:10; Luke 22:3;
John 13:18.

gives directions for the Passover, Matt.
26:17; Mark 14:12; Luke 22:7.

foretells Peter’s denial, Matt. 26:34;
Mark 14:29; Luke 22:31; John
13:26.

love to His own, John 13:1.
washes His disciples’ feet, John 13:5.
Peter’s protest, John 13:8.
example to His disciples, John 13:15.
comforts His disciples, John 14:1.
promise to them, John 14:14.
leaves His peace with them, John

14:27.
commands them to love one another,

John 15:12, 17.
promises the Helper, John 15:26; 

16:7.
predicts disciples’ persecution, John

16:2.
return in ‘a little while,’ John 16:16.
encourages prayer in His name, John

16:23.
prays for disciples, John 17.
crosses the Kidron Valley, John 18:1.
often went to garden, John 18:2.
His agony, Matt. 26:36; Luke 22:44.
betrayed by Judas, Matt. 26:47; Mark

14:43; Luke 22:47; John 18:3.
seized by the officers, Matt. 26:50;

Mark 14:46; Luke 22:54; John
18:12.

forbids use of sword, Matt. 26:52; John
18:11.

commends His mother to the beloved
disciple, John 19:25.

prays for His executioners, Luke 23:34.
His promise to the penitent thief, Luke

23:43.
acknowledged by centurion to be Son of

God, Matt. 27:54; Mark 15:39; to
be righteous, Luke 23:47.

HIS TEACHING
preaches repentance at Galilee, Matt.

4:17.
at Nazareth, Luke 4:16.
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the Gospel of the kingdom, Matt. 4:23;
Mark 1:14.

testimony concerning John the Baptist,
Matt. 11:7; Luke 7:24; 20:4.

denounces Chorazin, Bethsaida,
Capernaum, Matt. 11:20; Luke
10:13.

speaks to the Jews respecting the Father
and the Son, John 5; 8:18, 42;
10:15; 12:23; the bread of life,
John 6:26; seed of Abraham, John
8:31; traditions of the elders, Matt.
15:1; Mark 7:1.

answers Pharisees asking a sign, Matt.
12:38; 16:1; Mark 8:11; Luke
11:16; 12:54; John 2:18.

teaches His disciples on humility, John
13:14.

teaches scribes and Pharisees, Matt. 23;
Mark 12:38; Luke 11:37; 20:45.

prophesies destruction of Jerusalem,
and the last times, Matt. 24; Mark
13; Luke 13:34; 17:20; 19:41; 21.

preaches daily in the Temple, Luke
19:47.

His invitation to the weary and heavy
laden, Matt. 11:23.

His discourses on suffering for the
Gospel’s sake, Luke 14:26 (Matt.
10:37); on marriage, Matt. 19;
Mark 10; riches, Matt. 19:16;
Mark 10:17; Luke 12:13; 18:18;
on paying tribute, Matt. 22:15;
Mark 12:13; Luke 20:20; the
resurrection, Matt. 22:23; Mark
12:18; the two great
commandments, Matt. 22:35;
Mark 12:28; the Son of David,
Matt. 22:41; Mark 12:35; Luke
20:41; the widow’s mite, Mark
12:41; Luke 21:1; watchfulness,
Matt. 24:42; Mark 13:33; Luke
21:34; 12:35; the last judgment,
Matt. 25:31.

on faith, the centurion’s, Matt. 8:8.
to those who would follow him, Luke

9:23,57.
on fasting, Matt. 9:14; Mark 2:18; Luke

5:33.
on blasphemy, Matt. 12:31; Mark 3:28;

Luke 11:15.
on who are His brothers, Matt. 12:46;

Mk 3:31; Lk 8:19.
Sermon on the Mount: who are the

blessed, Matt. 5:1; salt of the
earth, 5:13; light of the world,
5:14; the righteousness of scribes
and Pharisees, 5:20; anger with a
brother (Raca), 5:22; thou fool,
5:22; reconciliation, 5:24;
adultery, 5:27; right hand and
right eye, 5:29, 30; divorce, 5:32,
33; oaths, 5:33; eye for an eye,
5:38; love to neighbor and enemy,
5:43; be perfect, 5:48; almsgiving,
6:1; prayer, 6:5; no vain
repetitions, 6:7; Lord’s Prayer, 6:9;
Luke 11:2; fasting, Matt. 6:16;
treasure upon earth, 6:19; bad eye,
6:23; two masters, 6:24; God and
mammon, 6:24; no thought for

life, 6:25; birds of the air, 6:26;
being anxious, clothing, lilies of
the field, 6:27; seek kingdom of
God, 6:33; judge not, 7:1; plank in
eye, 7:3; holy things not to be cast
to dogs, 7:6; ask, seek, find, 7:7;
Luke 11:9; bread, stone, fish,
serpent, Matt. 7:9, 10; Luke
11:11; narrow gate, Matt. 7:13;
false prophets, 7:15; grapes,
thorns, figs, thistles, 7:16; the
good and corrupt tree, 7:17; not to
be hearers but doers, 7:23, 24;
house on rock, 7:24; on sand,
7:27; taught as having authority,
7:29.

sermon to disciples and multitudes on
the level place: the blessed, Luke
6:20, 21, 22; woe to the rich,
6:24; to the full, 6:25; to those
men speak well of, 6:26; love to
enemies, 6:27, 35; submission
under injury, 6:29; giving, 6:30,
38; doing as we would be done to,
6:31; be merciful, 6:36; judge not,
6:37; hearers and doers, 6:46.

letters to the seven churches in Asia,
Rev. 1; 2; 3.

CHARACTER OF
holy, Luke 1:35; Acts 4:27; Rev. 3:7.
righteous, Is. 53:11; Heb. 1:9.
good, Matt. 19:16.
faithful, Is. 11:5; 1 Thess. 5:24.
true, John 1:14; 7:18; 1 John 5:20.
just, Zech. 9:9; John 5:30; Acts 22:14.
without deceit, Is. 53:9; 1 Pet. 2:22.
sinless, John 8:46; 2 Cor. 5:21.
without defect, 1 Pet. 1:19.
innocent, Matt. 27:4.
blameless, Heb. 7:26.
resisting temptation, Matt. 4:1–10.
obedient to God the Father, Ps. 40:8;

John 4:34; 15:10.
subject to His parents, Luke 2:51.
zealous, Luke 2:49; John 2:17; 8:29.
meek, Is. 53:7; Zech. 9:9; Matt. 11:29.
lowly in heart, Matt. 11:29.
merciful, Heb. 2:17.
patient, Is. 53:7; Matt. 27:14.
compassionate, Is. 40:11; Matt. 15:32;

Luke 7:13; 19:41.
benevolent, Matt. 4:23, 24; 9:35; Acts

10:38.
loving, John 13:1; 15:13.
self-denying, Matt. 8:20; 2 Cor. 8:9.
humble, Luke 22:27; Phil. 2:8.
resigned, Luke 22:42.
forgiving, Luke 23:34.
saints to be conformed to, Rom. 8:29.

COMPASSION OF
necessary to His priestly office, Heb.

5:2.
manifested for the weary and burdened,

Matt. 11:28–30; weak in faith, Is.
40:11; 42:3, with Matt. 12:20;
tempted, Heb. 2:18; afflicted, Luke
7:13; John 11:33; diseased, Matt.
14:14; Mark 1:41.; poor, Mark
8:2; perishing sinners, Matt. 9:36;
Luke 19:41; John 3:16.

an encouragement to prayer, Heb. 4:15.

GLORY OF
as divine, John 1:1–5; Phil. 2:6, 9, 10.
God the Son, Matt. 3:17; Heb. 1:6, 8.
equal to the Father, John 10:30, 38.
the Firstborn, Col. 1:5, 18.
the First-begotten, Heb. 1:6.
Lord of lords, etc., Rev. 17:14.
the Image of God, Col. 1:15; Heb. 1:3.
Creator, John 1:3; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2.
the Blessed of God, Ps. 45:2.
Mediator, 1 Tim. 2:5; Heb. 8:6.
Prophet, Deut. 18:15, 16, with Acts

3:22.
Priest, Ps. 110:4; Heb. 4:15.
King, Is. 6:1–5, with John 12:41.
Judge, Matt. 16:27; 25:31, 33.
Shepherd, Is. 40:10, 11; Ezek. 34; John

10; 11; 14.
Head of the Church, Eph. 1:22.
the true Light, Luke 1:78, 79; John 1:4,

9.
the foundation of the Church, Is. 28:16.
the Way, John 14:6; Heb. 10:19, 20.
the Truth, 1 John 5:20; Rev. 3:7.
the Life, John 11:25; Col. 3:4; 1 John

5:11.
Incarnate, John 1:14.
in His words, Luke 4:22; John 7:46.
His works, Matt. 13:54; John 2:11.
His sinless perfection, Heb. 7:26–28.
the fullness of His grace and truth, Ps.

45:2, with John 1:14.
His transfiguration, Matt. 17:2, with

2 Pet. 1:16–18.
His exaltation, Acts 7:55, 56; Eph.

1:21.
celebrated by the redeemed, Rev.

5:8–14; 7:9–12.
revealed in the gospel, Is. 40:5.
saints shall rejoice at the revelation of,

1 Pet. 4:13.
saints shall behold, in heaven, John

17:24.
DIVINE NATURE OF

as Lord, Col. 1:16; Is. 6:1–3, with John
12:41; Is. 8:13, 14, with 1 Pet.
2:8; Is. 40:3, with Matt. 3:3; Is.
40:11; 44:6, with Rev. 1:17; Is.
48:12–16, with Rev. 22:13; Jer.
23:5, 6, with 1 Cor. 1:30; Joel
2:32, with Acts 2:21, and 1 Cor.
1:2; Mal. 3:1, with Mark 1:2, and
Luke 2:27; Heb. 13:20; James 2:1.

the Eternal God and Creator, Judge and
Savior, Ps. 45:6, 7; 102:24–27,
with Heb. 1:8, 10–12; Is. 9:6;
Eccl. 12:14, with 1 Cor. 4:5; Jer.
10:10, with John 15:20; Hos. 1:7,
with Titus 2:13; John 1:1; Rom.
9:5; 2 Cor. 5:10; 2 Tim. 4:1.

fellow and equal to God, Zech. 13:7;
John 5:17, 23; 16:15; Phil. 2:6;
1 Thess. 3:11; 2 Thess. 2:16, 17.

the Lord from heaven, Lord of the
Sabbath, and Lord of all, Gen. 2:3,
with Matt. 12:8; Acts 10:36; Rom.
10:11–13; 1 Cor. 15:47.

Son of God, Matt. 26:63–67; John 1:14,
18; 3:16, 18; 1 John 4:9.

one with the Father, John 10:30, 38;
12:45; 14:7–10; 17:10.
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as sending the Spirit, equally with the
Father, John 14:16, with John
15:26.

Creator, Supporter, and Preserver of all
things, John 1:3; Col. 1:16, 17;
Heb. 1:2, 3.

possessed of the fullness of the
Godhead, Col. 2:9; Heb. 1:3.

raising the dead, John 5:21; 6:40, 54.
raising Himself from the dead, John

2:19, 21; 10:18.
Eternal, Omnipresent, Omnipotent, and

Omniscient, Ps. 45:3; Is. 9:6; Mic.
5:2; Matt. 18:20; 28:20; John 1:1;
3:13; 16:30; 21:17; Phil. 3:21;
Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:8–10; Rev. 1:8.

as God, He redeems, purifies, and
presents the Church unto Himself,
Eph. 5:27, with Jude 24, 25; Rev.
5:9, with Titus 2:14.

acknowledged by voice from heaven,
Matt. 3:17; 17:5; John 12:28.

His blood, Acts 20:28.
object of divine worship, Acts 7:59;

2 Cor. 12:8, 9; Heb. 1:6; Rev.
5:12.

object of faith, Ps. 2:12, with 1 Pet. 2:6;
Jer. 17:5, 7, with John 14:1.

saints live unto Him as God, Rom. 6:11,
and Gal. 2:19, with 2 Cor. 5:15.

acknowledged by Thomas, John 20:28.
HUMAN NATURE OF

proved by His:
conception, Matt. 1:18; Luke 1:31.
birth, Matt. 1:16, 25; 2:2; Luke 2:7, 11.
partaking of our flesh and blood, John

1:14; Heb. 2:14.
having a human soul, Matt. 26:38; Luke

23:46; Acts 2:31.
circumcision, Luke 2:21.
increase in wisdom and stature, Luke

2:52.
weeping, Luke 19:41; John 11:35.
hungering, Matt. 4:2; 21:18.
thirsting, John 4:7; 19:28.
sleeping, Matt. 8:24; Mark 4:38.
weariness, John 4:6.
Man of sorrows, Is. 53:3, 4; Luke

22:44; John 11:33; 12:27.
beaten, Matt. 26:67; Luke 22:64.
enduring indignities, Luke 23:11.
scourged, Matt. 27:26; John 19:1.
nailed to the cross, Luke 23:33, with

Ps. 22:16.
death, John 19:30.
pierced side, John 19:34.
burial, Matt. 27:59, 60; Mark 15:46.
resurrection, Acts 3:15; 2 Tim. 2:8.
being called like us in all things except

sin, Acts 3:22; Phil. 2:7, 8; Heb.
2:17; without sin, John 8:46;
18:38; Heb. 4:15; 7:26, 28; 1 Pet.
2:22; 1 John 3:5.

can be perceived by human senses,
John 20:27; 1 John 1:1, 2.

necessary to His mediatorial office,
Rom. 6:15, 19; 1 Cor. 15:21; Gal.
4:4, 5; 1 Tim. 2:5; Heb. 2:17.

WAS THE OFFSPRING OF
the woman, Gen. 3:15; Is. 7:4; Jer.

31:22; Luke 1:31; Gal. 4:4.

Abraham, Gen. 22:18, with Gal. 3:16;
Heb. 2:16.

David, 2 Sam. 7:12, 16; Ps. 89:35, 36;
Jer. 23:5; Matt. 22:42; Mark
10:47; Acts 2:30; 13:23; Rom. 1:3.

genealogies of, Matt. 1:1; Luke 3:23.
attested by Himself, Matt. 8:20; 16:13.
confession of, a test of belonging to

God, 1 John 4:2.
acknowledged by men, Mark 6:3; John

7:27; 19:5; Acts 2:22.
denied by antichrist, 1 John 4:3; 

2 John 7.
THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH

appointed by God, Eph. 1:22.
declared by Himself head of the corner,

Matt. 21:42.
declared by Paul, Eph. 4:12, 15; 5:23.
as such has preeminence in all things,

1 Cor. 11:3; Eph. 1:22; Col. 1:18.
commissioned His apostles, Matt. 10:1,

7; 28:19; John 20:21.
instituted the sacraments, Matt. 28:19;

Luke 22:19, 20.
imparted gifts, Ps. 68:18, with Eph. 4:8.
saints complete in, Col. 2:10.

TYPES OF
Aaron, Ex. 28:1 note; Lev. 16:15; Heb.

4:15; 12:24.
Aaron’s rod, Num. 17:8.
Abel’s sacrifice, Gen. 4:4.
Abel, Gen. 4:8, 10; Heb. 12:24.
Abraham, Gen. 17:5; Eph. 3:15.
Adam, Rom. 5:14; 1 Cor. 15:45.
Altar of incense, Ex. 30:1.
Basin, Ex. 30:18.
Bread of the Presence, Ex. 25:30.
Burnt offering, Lev. 1:3.
David, 2 Sam. 8:15; Ps. 89:19; Ezek.

37:24; Phil. 2:9.
Eliakim, Is. 22:20.
Fellowship offering, Lev. 3:1.
Fine linen, Ex. 26:1.
Garments of skin, Gen. 3:21.
Grain offering, Lev. 2:1.
Isaac, Gen. 21:3; 22:2; 22:9; Heb.

11:17.
Jacob, Gen. 32:28; John 11:42; Heb.

7:25.
Jonah, Jon. Introduction; 1:17; Matt.

12:40.
Joseph, Gen. 50:19, 20; Heb. 7:25.
Joshua, Josh. 1:1; 1:5; 11:23; Acts

20:32; Heb. 4:8.
Lampstand, Ex. 25:31.
Manna, Ex. 16:35.
Melchizedek, Gen. 14:18 note, 20;

Heb. 5:6; 7:1.
Moses, Ex. 2:2;Num. 12:7; Deut.

18:15; Acts 3:22; 7:37; Heb. 3:2.
Noah, Gen. 5:29; 2 Cor. 1:5.
Samson, Judg. 16:30; Col. 2:14, 15.
Solomon, 2 Sam. 7:12; Luke 1:32.
Zerubbabel, Zech. 4:7, 9; Heb. 12:2, 3.
ark, Gen. 7:16; Ex. 25:16; Ps. 40:8; Is.

42:6; 1 Pet. 3:20, 21.
Jacob’s ladder, Gen. 28:12; John 1:51.
Passover, Ex. 12:11; Lev. 23:5.
Passover, Ex. 12; 1 Cor. 5:7.
Pleasing aroma offerings, Lev. 1:9.
lamb, Ex. 12:3; Is. 53:7; John 1:29;

Acts 8:32; 1 Pet. 1:19; Rev. 5:6;
6:1; 7:9; 12:11; 13:8; 14:1; 15:3;
17:14; 19:7; 21:9; 22:1.

manna, Ex. 16:11; John 6:32; Rev.
2:17.

Red heifer, Num. 19:2.
Sacrifices of the O.T., Lev. 16:5.
rock, Ex. 17:6; 1 Cor. 10:4.
firstfruits, Ex. 22:29; 1 Cor. 15:20.
golden lampstand, Ex. 25:31; John

8:12.
altar, bronze, Ex. 27:1, 2; Heb. 13:10.
laver, Ex. 30:18; Zech. 13:1; Eph. 

5:26.
burnt offering, Lev. 1:2; Heb. 10:10.
fellowship (peace) offering, Lev. 3; Eph.

2:14.
sin offering, Lev. 4:2; Lev. 4:3; Heb.

13:11.
atonement, sacrifices upon day of, Lev.

16:15; Heb. 9:12.
scapegoat, Lev. 16:20; Is. 53:6.
bronze serpent, Num. 21:9; John 3:14.
cities of refuge, Num. 35:6; Heb. 6:18.
Temple, 1 Kin. 6:1, 38; John 2:21.
Tabernacle, contents of, Ex. 25:9.
Tabernacle, frames of, Ex. 26:15.
tabernacle, Heb. 9:8, 11.
veil, the inner, Ex. 26:31; Heb. 10:20.

CHRISTIAN
character, Gal. 5:22.
and government, Rom. 13:4.
life, tenses, 1 Thess. 1:9.
principles of conduct, Rom. 14:3.

CHRISTS
false, and prophets, warnings against,

Matt. 7:15; 24:4, 5, 11, 24; Mark
13:22; Acts 20:29; 2 Thess. 2:8;
1 Tim. 4:1; 2 Pet. 2:1; Rev. 13.

CHRONOLOGY
in this edition, p. xvi, Introduction.
Gen. 1:1; 5:3; 11:10.

CHURCH
of God, Acts 20:28; 1 Cor. 1:2; 10:32;

11:22; 15:9; Gal. 1:13; 1 Tim. 3:5.
foundation and increase of, Matt.

16:18; Acts 2:47; Col. 1:18.
authority and teaching of, Matt. 18:17;

Acts 11:26, 27; 1 Cor. 5:4; 12:28.
organization of, Acts 14:23; 1 Cor.

4:17; 14:4, 5.
persecuted, Acts 8:3; 12:1; 15:9; Gal.

1:13; Phil. 3:6.
greeted, Acts 18:22; Rom. 16:5; 10:16;

1 Cor. 16:19.
loved by Christ, Eph. 5:25, 29.
edification of, 1 Cor. 14:4, 19, 28, 34.

CHURCH
(true), Summary, Heb. 12:23.
(visible), Summary, 1 Tim. 3:15.
built on testimony, Matt. 16:20.
dispensation of the, Acts 2:1.
early, Acts 2:42.
meanings of word, Matt. 16:18.
predicted by Christ, Matt. 16:18.
rapture, 1 Thess. 4:17.
relation to second advent, Acts 1:11.
relationship revealed, John 14:20.
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revelation through Paul, Eph. 3:6.

CHURCH Age, Acts 2:1.

CHURCHES
local, Summary, Phil. 1:1.
the seven, messages to, Rev. 1:20.
MAP: THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF THE

REVELATION, Rev. 2.

CIRCUMCISION
the covenant of, Gen. 17:10 note, 23,

24, 25.
Shechemites submit to, Gen. 34:24.
Zipporah resents it, Ex. 4:25.
when incumbent on strangers, Ex.

12:48.
renewed by Joshua, Josh. 5:2 note.
of John, Luke 1:59.
of Jesus, Luke 2:21.
of Timothy, Acts 16:3.
superseded by the Gospel, Ac, 15; Gal.

5:2.
of heart, Deut. 10:16; 30:6.
spiritual, Phil. 3:3; Col. 2:11.
when profitable, and how, Rom. 2:25;

3:30; 4:9; 1 Cor. 7:19; Gal. 5:6;
6:15.

CITIES
of refuge, Num. 35:6; Josh. 20.
Cities of the Levites, Josh. 21.
MAP: CITIES OF REFUGE, Num. 35.
MAP: CITIES OF SAMUEL, 1 Sam. 8.

CIVILIZATION, antediluvian, Gen.
4:17.

CLEANSING
from sin illustrated, John 13:10.
of leper, typical meaning, Lev. 14:3.
twofold aspect of, Ps. 51:7.

CLOUD
pillar of, children of Israel guided by,

Ex. 13:21; 14:19; Neh. 9:19; Ps.
78:14; 105:39; 1 Cor. 10:1.

appearance of the Lord in, Ex. 24:15;
34:5; Lev. 16:2; Num. 11:25;
12:5; 1 Kin. 8:10; Ezek. 10:4;
Matt. 17:5; Luke 21:27; Rev.
14:14.

COATS of skins, type of Christ, Gen.
3:21.

COINAGE
O.T., Ex. 30:13.
N.T., Matt. 5:26.

COMMANDMENTS (TEN)
delivered, Ex. 20; 31:18; Deut. 5:6.
two tables of, broken, Ex. 32:19.
renewed, Ex. 34:1; Deut. 10:1.
fulfilled by Christ, Matt. 5:17; 19:17;

22:35; Mark 10:17; Luke 10:25;
18:18.

COMMUNAL sharing, Acts 4:32.

COMMUNION
of the Body and Blood of Christ, 1 Cor.

10:16.
of Christ and bride, Song. 2:14.
Lord’s Supper instituted, Matt. 26:26;

Mark 14:22; Luke 22:19; 1 Cor.
11:23.

restored, Ps. 51:1.
self-examination for, Acts 2:42; 20:7;

1 Cor. 10:21; 11:28.
unworthily partaken, 1 Cor. 11:27.

COMMUNION OF SAINTS. See
FELLOWSHIP.

CONCUBINES
Kings and Their Concubines, Esth. 8.

CONDEMNATION
Mark 16:16; John 5:29; Rom. 3:8; 13:2;

2 Thess. 2:12; 1 Tim. 5:12; 2 Pet.
2:3.

for sin, universal, Ps. 14:3; 53:3; Rom.
3:12, 19; 5:12; 6:23.

for unbelief, John 3:18.
by the law, 2 Cor. 3:6, 9.
by impenitence and hypocrisy, Matt.

11:20; 23:14.
according to our deeds, 2 Cor. 11:15.
of false teachers, 2 Pet. 2:1; Jude 4.
deliverance from, by Christ, John 3:18;

5:24; Rom. 8:1, 33.
final, Matt. 25:46; Rev. 20:15.

CONFESSION
of Christ for salvation, Matt. 10:32;

Mark 8:35; John 12:42; Rom.
10:9; 2 Tim. 2:12; 1 John 2:23;
4:2.

of sin, Lev. 5:5; Josh. 7:19; Dan. 9:20;
1 John 1:9.

examples of, Num. 12:11; 21:7; Josh.
7:20; 1 Sam. 7; 15:24; Ezra 9:6;
Neh. 1:6; 9; Ps. 51; Dan. 9:4; Luke
23:41.

at the offering of firstfruits, Deut. 26:1.
to each other, James 5:16.

CONSCIENCE
convicts of sin, Gen. 3:10; 4:13; 42:21;

1 Sam. 24:5; Prov. 20:27; Matt.
27:3; Luke 9:7; John 8:9; Rom.
2:15.

dispensation of, Gen. 3:7.
purified by faith, 1 Tim. 1:19; 3:9;

2 Tim. 1:3.
purified by blood of Christ, Heb. 9:14;

10:2, 22.
a good c., Heb. 13:18; 1 Pet. 3:16.
effects of a good c., Acts 24:16; Rom.

13:5; 14:22; 2 Cor. 1:12; 1 Pet.
2:19.

of others to be respected, Rom. 14:21;
1 Cor. 8; 10:28.

seared, 1 Tim. 4:2; defiled, Titus 1:15.
ignorant, Acts 26:9; Rom. 10:2.

CONSOLATION
under affliction, Deut. 33:27; Job

19:25; Ps. 10:14; 23; 34:6; 41:3;
42:5; 51:17; 55:22; 69:29; 71:9,
18; 73:26; 94:19; 119:50; 126;
Eccl. 7:3; Is. 1:18; 12:1; Lam.
3:22; Ezek. 14:22; Hos. 2:14; Mic.
7:18; Zech. 1:17; Matt. 11:28;
Luke 4:18; 15; John 14; 15; 16;
Rom. 15:4; 16:20; 1 Cor. 10:13;
14:3; 2 Cor. 1:3; 5:1; 7:6; 12:9;
Col. 1:11; 1 Thess. 4:14; 5:11;
2 Thess. 2:16; Heb. 4:9; 6:18; 12;

James 1:12; 4:7; 2 Pet. 2:9; Rev.
2:10; 7:14; 14:13.

CONVERSION
of sinners proceeds from God, 1 Kin.

18:37; Ps. 19:7; 78:34; Prov. 1:23;
Jer. 31:18; John 6:44; Acts 3:26;
11:21. See Ps. 51:13; Is. 1:16;
6:10; Ezek. 18:23; 36:25; Joel
2:13; 2 Cor. 5:17; 1 Thess. 1:9.

call to, Is. 1:16; Matt. 3:2; 4:17; 10:7;
Acts 2:38; 17:30; James 4:8.

during the tribulation, Rev. 7:14.
prayer for, Ps. 80:7; 85:4; Lam. 5:21.
instruments of, blessed, Dan. 12:3;

1 Tim. 4:16; James 5:19.
of the Jews, Acts 2:41; 4:32; 6:7.
of Paul, Ac, 9; 22; 26.
of the Gentiles, fulfilled, Is. 2:2; 11:10;

60:5; 66:12; fulfilled, Acts 8:26;
10; 15:3; Rom. 10; 11; 1 Cor. 1;
Eph. 2; 3; 1 Thess. 1.

CORINTH
MAP: CORINTH IN THE TIME OF PAUL,

1 Cor. 2.

COUNSEL
advantage of good, Prov. 12:15; 13:10;

20:18; 27:9.
of God, asked by Israel, Judg. 20:18.
by Saul, 1 Sam. 14:37.
by David, 1 Sam. 23:2, 10; 30:8; 1 Chr.

14:10. See Ps. 16:7; 33:11; 73:24;
Prov. 8:14; Rev. 3:18.

danger of rejecting, 2 Chr. 25:16; Prov.
1:25, 26; Jer. 23:18–22; Luke
7:30.

of the wicked, condemned, Job 5:13;
10:3; 21:16; Ps. 1:1; 5:10; 33:10;
64:2–7; 81:12; 106:43; Is. 7:5;
Hos. 11:6; Mic. 6:16.

COURAGE
exhortations to, Num. 13:20; Deut.

31:6; Josh. 1:6; 10:25; 2 Sam.
10:12; 2 Chr. 19:11; Ezra 10:4;
Ps. 27:14; 31:24; Is. 41:6; 1 Cor.
16:13; Eph. 6:10.

through faith: Abraham, Heb. 11:8, 17.
Moses, Heb. 11:25. Israelites, Heb.
11:29. Barak, Judg. 4:16. Gideon,
Judg. 7:1. Jephthah, Judg. 11:29.
Samson, Judg. 16:28. Jonathan,
1 Sam. 14:6. Daniel, Dan. 6:10,
23. Jonah, Jon. 3:3. See BOLDNESS.

COVENANT
definition, Gen. 2:16.
Abrahamic, Gen. 12:2.
Adamic, Gen. 3:15.
Davidic, 2 Sam. 7:16.
Edenic, Gen. 2:16.
Mosaic, Ex. 19:5.
New, Summary, Heb. 8:8; Jer. 31:31.
Noahic, Gen. 9:16.
Palestinian, Deut. 30:3.
between Abraham and Abimelech, Gen.

21:27; Joshua and Israelites, Josh.
24:25; David and Jonathan, 1 Sam.
18:3; 20:16; 23:18.

Book of the, Ex. 24:7; 2 Kin. 23:2; Heb.
9:19.
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COVENANT OF GOD
with Noah, Gen. 6:18; 9:8.
with Abraham, Gen. 15:7, 18; 17:2

(Luke 1:72; Acts 3:25; Gal. 3:16,
17).

with Isaac, Gen. 17:19; 26:3.
with Jacob, Gen. 28:13 (Ex. 2:24; 6:4;

1 Chr. 16:16).
with the Israelites, Ex. 6:4; 19:5; 24;

34:27; Lev. 26:9; Deut. 5:2; 9:9;
26:16; 29; Judg. 2:1; Jer. 11;
31:33; Acts 3:25.

with Phinehas, Num. 25:13.
with David, 2 Sam. 23:5; Ps. 89:3, 28,

34. See Ps. 25:14.
God mindful of, Deut. 7:9; 1 Kin. 8:23;

Ps. 105:8; 111:5, etc.
danger of despising, Deut. 28:15; Jer.

11:2; Heb. 10:29.
signs of, salt, Lev. 2:13; Num. 18:19;

2 Chr. 13:5; the Sabbath, Ex.
31:12.

NEW COVENANT
Is. 55:3; 61:8; Jer. 31:31; Ezek.

16:60,62; 37:26; Heb. 13:20.
ratified by Christ (Mal. 3:1), Luke

1:68–80; Gal. 3:17; Heb. 8:6;
9:15; 12:24.

of peace, Is. 54:10; Ezek. 34:25; 37:26.
unchangeable, Ps. 89:34; Is. 54:10;

59:21.
everlasting, Gen. 9:16; 17:13; Lev.

24:8; Is. 55:3; 61:8; Ezek. 16:60,
62; 37:26; Heb. 13:20.

COVENANTS, the eight, Summary,
Heb. 8:8.

COVETOUSNESS
described, Ps. 10:3; Prov. 21:26; Eccl.

4:8; 5:10; Ezek. 33:31; Hab. 2;
Mark 7:22; Eph. 5:5; 1 Tim. 6:10;
2 Pet. 2:14.

forbidden, Ex. 20:17; Luke 12:15; Rom.
13:9.

its evil consequences, Prov. 1:18;
15:27; 28:20; Ezek. 22:13; 1 Tim.
6:9.

its punishment, Job 20:15; Is. 5:8;
57:17; Jer. 6:12; 22:17; Mic. 2:1;
Hab. 2:9; 1 Cor. 5:10; 6:10; Eph.
5:5; Col. 3:5.

of Laban, Gen. 31:41.
of Balaam, Num. 22:21 (2 Pet. 2:15;

Jude 11).
of Achan, Josh. 7:21.
of Saul, 1 Sam. 15:9.
of Ahab, 1 Kin. 21.
of Gehazi, 2 Kin. 5:20.
of Judas, Matt. 26:14.
of Ananias and Sapphira, Ac, 5.
of Felix, Acts 24:26.

CREATION
days of, Gen. 2:4.
Gen. 1:1; 2:4.
Mark 10:6; 13:19; Rom. 1:20; 8:19,22;

2 Cor. 5:17; Col. 1:15; 2 Pet. 3:4.

CREATOR
Eccl. 12:1; Is. 40:28; Rom. 1:25; 1 Pet.

4:19.

CREATURE
See also CREATION.
meaning, Gen. 1:24.
Mark 16:15; Gal. 6:15; Col. 1:23;

1 Tim. 4:4.

CREATURES, living, Ezek. 1:5.

CROSS
Christ dies upon the c., Matt. 27:32;

Phil. 2:8; Heb. 12:2.
inscription on the, Matt. 27:37.
judgment of world, Luke 23:35.
preaching of, 1 Cor. 1:18.
to be taken up, self-denial, Matt. 10:38;

16:24.
offense of, Gal. 5:11.
persecution for, Gal. 6:12.

CROWN
and turban, high priest’s, Ex. 29:6;

39:30; Lev. 8:9.
of thorns, John 19:5.
of righteousness, 2 Tim. 4:8.
of life, James 1:12; Rev. 2:10.
of glory, 1 Pet. 5:4.
incorruptible, 1 Cor. 9:25. See Rev.

4:4; 9:7; 12:3; 13:1; 19:12.

CRUCIFIXION
described, Ps. 22:7.
order of events at, Matt. 27:33.

CUP, in Gethsemane, Matt. 26:39.

CURSE
the, Mal. 4:6.
on the earth, Gen. 3:17.
upon Cain, Gen. 4:11.
on Canaan, Gen. 9:25.
God’s Promised Blessings and Curses,

Lev. 26.
Blessings and Curses, Deut. 28.
by Job on his birth, Job 3:1; also by

Jeremiah, Jer. 20:14.
upon the breakers of the law, Lev.

26:14; Deut. 11:26; 27:13; 28:15;
29:19; Josh. 8:34; Prov. 3:33.

Christ redeems from, Rom. 3; Gal. 3:1.

CURSED
those so called, Deut. 27:15; Prov.

11:26; 27:14; Jer. 11:3; 17:5;
Lam. 3:65; Zech. 5:3; Mal. 1:14;
Matt. 25:41; Gal. 3:10; 2 Pet.
2:14.

of God to be cut off, Ps. 37:22.

CURTAIN
of the tabernacle and temple, Ex.

26:31; 36:35; 2 Cor. 3:14. See
Heb. 6:19; 9:3; 10:20.

of temple, torn at crucifixion, Matt.
27:51; Mark 15:38; Luke 23:45.

CYRUS, prediction concerning, Is.
41:2.

DARKNESS
divided from light, Gen. 1:18.
created by God, Is. 45:7.
supernatural, Gen. 15:12; Ex. 10:21;

14:20; Josh. 24:7; Rev. 8:12; 9:2;
16:10.

at the crucifixion, Matt. 27:45; Mark
15:33; Luke 23:44.

figurative of punishment, Matt. 8:12;
22:13; 2 Pet. 2:4, 17; Jude 6.

of the mind, Job 37:19; Prov. 2:13;
Eccl. 2:14; Is. 9:2; 42:7; John 1:5;
3:19; 8:12; 12:35; Rom. 13:12;
1 Cor. 4:5; 2 Cor. 4:6; 6:14; Eph.
5:8; 1 Thess. 5:4; 1 Pet. 2:9;
1 John 1:5; 2:9.

powers of, Luke 22:53; Eph. 6:12; Col.
1:13.

DAVID
The Encounters of Saul and David,

1 Sam. 26.
David’s Accomplishments as King,

1 Kin. 2.
David’s Family Problems, 2 Sam. 15.
David’s Family Tree, 2 Sam. 3.
David’s Loyal Warriors, 1 Chr. 12.
David’s throne, Is. 9:7.
Organization of David’s Kingdom,

1 Chr. 27.
MAP: DAVID THE FUGITIVE FROM SAUL,

1 Sam. 22.
MAP: DAVID’S CONQUESTS, 1 Sam. 10.
MAP: DAVID’S TRAVELS IN THE SERVICE OF

SAUL, 1 Sam. 17.
MAP: MOVEMENTS EARLY IN THE LIFE OF

DAVID, 1 Chr. 11.

DAVIDIC Covenant, 2 Sam. 7:16.

DAY
of Atonement, Lev. 16:30, 23:27.
of Christ, 1 Cor. 1:8.
of destruction, Rev. 20:11.
first, of the week, Acts 20:7.
of judgment, Rev. 20:11.
of the LORD, Summary, Rev. 19:19; Is.

10:20; Joel 1:15; Zeph. 1:7.
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 1 Cor. 1:8.
that d., Is. 10:20.
various meanings of word, Gen. 1:5.

DAYS, three prophetic periods, Dan.
12:12.

DEAD, state of, Eccl. 9:10.

DEATH
physical, Summary, Heb. 9:27.
second, Summary, Rev. 20:14.
spiritual, Summary, Eph. 2:5.
the consequence of Adam’s sin, Gen.

2:17; 3:19; Rom. 5:12; 6:23;
1 Cor. 15:21.

universal, Job 1:21; 3:17; 14:1; 21:13;
Ps. 49:19; 89:48; Eccl. 5:15; 8:8;
9:5, 10; 11:8; Heb. 9:27.

threatened, Rom. 1:32.
characterized, Gen. 3:19; Deut. 31:16

(John 11:11); Job 1:21; 3:13;
10:21; 12:22; 14:2; 16:22; 24:17;
Ps. 16:10; 23:4; 104:29; Eccl.
9:10; Hab. 2:5; Luke 12:20; 2 Cor.
5:1, 8; Phil. 1:23; 1 Tim. 6:7;
2 Pet. 1:14.

as a punishment, Gen. 9:6; Ex. 21:12;
22:18; 31:14; 35:2; Lev. 20:2;
21:9; 1 Kin. 21:10; Matt. 15:4.

vanquished by Christ, Rom. 6:9; 1 Cor.
15:26 (Hos. 13:14); 2 Tim. 1:10;
Heb. 2:15; Rev. 1:18.

prayers and exhortations concerning,
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2 Kin. 20:1; Ps. 39; 90; Eccl. 9:10;
John 9:4; 1 Pet. 1:24.

unknown in heaven, Luke 20:36; Rev.
21:4.

persons exempted from: Enoch, Gen.
5:24; Heb. 11:5; Elijah, 2 Kin.
2:11. See 1 Cor. 15:51; 1 Thess.
4:17.

spiritual, Is. 9:2; Matt. 4:16; 8:22; Luke
1:79; John 6:53; Rom. 5:15; 6:13;
8:6; Eph. 2:1; 4:18; Col. 2:13;
1 Tim. 5:6; Heb. 6:1; 9:14; 1 John
3:14; Rev. 3:1.

deliverance from, by Christ, John 5:24;
Rom. 6:11; Eph. 2:5; 5:14; 1 John
5:12.

eternal, Prov. 14:12; Dan. 12:2; Matt.
7:13; 10:28; 23:33; 25:30, 41;
Mark 9:44; John 5:29; Rom. 1:32;
2:8; 6:23; 9:22; 2 Thess. 1:7;
James 4:12; 2 Pet. 2:17; (the
second death), Rev. 2:11; 19:20;
20:14; 21:8.

salvation from, by Christ, John 3:16;
8:51; by conversion from sin,
James 5:20.

of Christ, foretold, Is. 53; Dan. 9:26;
Zech. 13:7. See Matt. 26:31 (Deut.
21:23; Gal. 3:13); Heb. 2:9; 12:2;
1 Pet. 1:11; voluntary, Luke 12:50;
John 10:11, 18; Heb. 10:7; its
object, Is. 53; Dan. 9:26; Matt.
20:28; 1 Cor. 5:7; 1 Tim. 2:6;
Titus 2:14; Heb. 9:26; 1 Pet. 1:18;
Rev. 1:5.

of saints, Num. 23:10; 2 Kin. 22:20; Ps.
23:4; 48:14; 116:15; Prov. 14:32;
Is. 26:19; 57:1; Dan. 12:2; Luke
16:25; John 11:11; 2 Cor. 5:8;
Phil. 1:21; 2 Tim. 4:8; Heb. 11:13;
Rev. 2:10.

of Abraham, Gen. 25:8. Isaac, Gen.
35:29. Jacob, Gen. 49. Aaron,
Num. 20:23. Moses, Deut. 34:5.
Joshua, Josh. 24:29. David, 1 Kin.
2. Elisha, 2 Kin. 13:14. Stephen,
Acts 7:54. Dorcas, Acts 9:37.

of the wicked, Job 18:11; 21:13; 27:19;
Ps. 34:16; 49:14; 73:19; Prov.
10:7; 11:7; 14:32; 29:1; Is. 14:9;
Ezek. 3:19; 18:23; Dan. 12:2;
Luke 12:20; 16:22; John 8:21;
Acts 1:25.

DECEIT
proceeds from the heart, Jer. 17:9.
by false prophets, 1 Kin. 22.
and lying, work of the devil, John 8:44;

Acts 5:3.
INSTANCES OF

the serpent and Eve, Gen. 3.
Abram and his wife, Gen. 12:14.
Isaac and his wife, Gen. 26:10.
Jacob and Esau, Gen. 27.
Jael and Sisera, Judg. 4:20.
the old prophet, 1 Kin. 13:18.
Rahab and spies at Jericho, Josh. 2:1, 

4, 5.
Gehazi and Naaman, 2 Kin. 5:20.
Herod and the wise men, Matt. 2:7, 8.

Ananias and Sapphira, Acts 5:1. See
LYING.

DEISM, theory of, Eccl. 3:16.

DEITY
(O.T.), Summary, Mal. 3:18.
of Jesus Christ, John 20:28; Acts 9:20;

Phil. 2:6; James 2:1.

DELIVERANCES
Lot, Gen. 14; 19. Moses, Ex. 2. Israel,

Ex. 14; Judg. 4; 7; 15; 1 Sam. 7;
14; 17; 2 Kin. 19; 2 Chr. 14; 20.
Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, Dan. 3:19; 6:22; the
apostles, Acts 5:19; 12:7; 16:26;
28:1; 2 Tim. 4:17.

DEMONS, Matt. 7:22.

DESOLATIONS, the seven, Dan. 8:13.

DESTRUCTION, not annihilation,
1 Cor. 5:5.

DETESTING BY GOD
national, Deut. 18:9; 12; Exe. 5:11; 7;

8:5; 11:18; 16:22; Hos. 9:10.
of offerings, Lev. 7:18; Deut. 17:1;

23:18; Prov. 15:8; Is. 1:13; 41:24.
prayer of the wicked, Prov. 28:9.
impurity, Lev. 18:22; 20:13.
defilement, Deut. 24:4; 1 Kin. 11:5;

Prov. 16:12; Is. 66:17; Ezek. 16;
Rev. 21:27.

falsity, Prov. 11:1; 17:15; 20:10; 23.
idolatry, Deut. 7:25; 26; 27:15; 2 Kin.

23:13; Jer. 2:7; Ezek. 18:12; Mal.
2:11.

pride, Prov. 3:32; 6:16; 11:20; 16:5.

DEUTERONOMY, Mosaic authorship,
Deut. 31:24; 2 Kin. 22:8.

DEVIL (Abaddon, Apollyon, Beelzebub,
Belial, Satan)
the adversary of God and man, 1 Pet. 5:8.
prince of the demons, Matt. 12:24; of

powers of the air, Eph. 2:2; of this
world, John 14:30.

sinner from the beginning, 1 John 3:8.
cast out of heaven, Luke 10:18.
cast down to hell, 2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 6.
as serpent, causes the fall of man, Gen.

3:1.
lies to Eve, Gen. 3:4.
cursed by God, Gen. 3:14.
appears before God, Job 1:6; 2:1.
called Abaddon and Apollyon, Rev.

9:11; Beelzebub, Matt. 12:24;
Belial, 2 Cor. 6:15; Lucifer, Is.
14:12; Satan, Luke 10:18.

tested Christ, Matt. 4:3–10; Mark 1:13;
Luke 4:2; Eve, Gen. 3; David,
1 Chr. 21:1; Job, Job 2:7.

desired to have the apostles, Luke
22:31.

repulsed by Christ, Matt. 4:10; Luke
4:8, 12.

enters into Judas Iscariot, Luke 22:3;
John 13:2; Ananias, Acts 5:3.

AS PRINCE AND GOD OF THIS WORLD,
HE

perverts the scriptures, Matt. 4:6.

opposes God’s work, Zech. 3:1;
1 Thess. 2:18.

hinders the gospel, Matt. 13:19; 2 Cor.
4:4.

works lying wonders, 2 Thess. 2:9; Rev.
16:14.

appears as an angel of light, 2 Cor.
11:14.

is the father of lies, John 8:44; 1 Kin.
22:22.

VANQUISHED BY CHRIST
by resisting him, Matt. 4:11.
by casting out demons, Matt. 4:24;

8:31; Mark 1:23; 5:2; Luke 9:42;
11:20; 13:32.

by giving power to exorcise, Matt. 10:1;
Mark 16:17; Luke 9:1; Acts 16:18;
19:12.

by destroying the works of, 1 John 3:8.
in His death, Col. 2:15; Heb. 2:14.
be resisted by believers, Rom. 16:20;

2 Cor. 2:11; 11:3; Eph. 4:27;
6:16; 2 Tim. 2:26; James 4:7;
1 Pet. 5:9; 1 John 2:13; Rev.
12:11.

CHARACTER OF
presumptuous, Job 1:6; Matt. 4:5, 6.
proud, 1 Tim. 3:6.
powerful, Eph. 2:2; 6:12.
wicked, 1 John 2:13.
malignant, Job 1:9; 2:4.
subtle, Gen. 3:1, with 2 Cor. 11:3.
deceitful, 2 Cor. 11:14; Eph. 6:11.
fierce and cruel, Luke 8:29; 9:39, 42;

1 Pet. 5:8.
source of apostasy, 2 Thess. 2:9; 1 Tim.

4:1.
shall be condemned at the judgment,

Jude 6; Rev. 20:10.
everlasting fire is prepared for, Matt.

25:41.
COMPARED TO

a fowler, Ps. 91:3
birds, Matt. 13:4
a sower of tares, Matt. 13:25, 28
a wolf, John 10:12
a roaring lion, 1 Pet. 5:8
a serpent, Rev. 12:9; 20:2.

THE WICKED
are the children of, Matt. 13:38; Acts

13:10; 1 John 3:10.
turn aside after, 1 Tim. 5:15.
do the lusts of, John 8:44.
are possessed by, Luke 22:3; Acts 5:3;

Eph. 2:2.
blinded by, 2 Cor. 4:4.
deceived by, 1 Kin. 22:21, 22; Rev.

20:7, 8.
ensnared by, 1 Tim. 3:7; 2 Tim. 2:26.
troubled by, 1 Sam. 16:14.
punished together with, Matt. 25:41.

DIANA of the Ephesians, Acts 19:28.

DIETARY regulations of the law, Lev.
11:2.

DISCIPLES
OF CHRIST

the seventy sent out to work miracles
and preach, Luke 10; their names
written in heaven, Luke 10:20;
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three thousand added to the
church, Acts 2:41; five thousand
believers, Acts 4:4; called
Christians at Antioch, Acts 11:26.

OF JOHN
inquire of Christ, Matt. 9:14; 11:2;

follow Christ, John 1:37; dispute
about purifying, John 3:25;
baptized by Paul, and receive the
Spirit, Acts 19:1.

DISEASES
sent by God, Ex. 9; 15:26; Num. 12:10;

Deut. 28:60; 2 Kin. 1:4; 5:27;
2 Chr. 21:18; 26:21; Job 2:6, 7.

cured by Christ, Matt. 4:23; 9:20; John
5:8.

power given to His disciples to cure,
Luke 9:1; Acts 28:8; exercised,
Acts 3:1; 9:34; 28:8.

DISOBEDIENCE
and its results, Lev. 26:14; Deut. 8:11;

27; 28:15; Josh. 5:6; 1 Sam. 2:30;
12:15; Ps. 78:10; Is. 3:8; 42:24;
Jer. 9:13; 18:10; 22:21; 35:14;
Eph. 5:6; Titus 1:16; 3:3; Heb.
2:2. See Adam and Eve, Gen. 3.
Pharaoh, Ex. 5:2. Achan, Josh. 7.
Saul, 1 Sam. 13:9; 15. Man of God,
1 Kin. 13:21. Jonah, Jon. 1; 2.

DISPENSATION
definition, Gen. 1:28, heading.
of the Church, Acts 2:1.
of Conscience, Gen. 3:7.
of Human government, Gen. 8:15.
of Innocence, Gen. 1:28.
of the Kingdom, Rev. 20:4.
of the Law, Ex. 19:1.
of Promise, Gen. 12:1.

DISPENSATIONS
Dispensations and Covenants, 

2 Sam. 9.
the seven, Gen. 1:28, heading.

DISQUALIFIED, 1 Cor. 9:27.

DIVIDED KINGDOM, THE
MAP: THE DIVIDED KINGDOM, 1 Kin. 11.

DIVINATION forbidden, Deut. 18:10.

DO not cling to Me, phrase explained,
John 20:17.

DOCTRINE of Christ
Matt. 7:28, 29; Mark 4:2; John 7:16;

Acts 2:42; 1 Tim. 4:16; 6:3;
2 Tim. 3:16; Titus 1:1; 2:1; Heb.
6:1; 2 John 9.

obedience to, Rom. 6:17.
not to be blasphemed, 1 Tim. 6:1, 3;

Titus 2:7, 10; 2 John 10.
no other to be taught, 1 Tim. 1:3; 4:6,

13.

DOCTRINES
false, Jer. 10:8; Matt. 15:9; 16:12; Eph.

4:14; 2 Thess. 2:11; 1 Tim. 4:1;
2 Tim. 4:3; Heb. 13:9; Rev. 2:14.

to be avoided, Jer. 23:16; 29:8; Col.
2:8; 1 Tim. 1:4; 6:20.

DOCUMENTARY theory of the
Pentateuch, Gen. 2:3; Ex. 6:3.

DOMINION, originally assigned to
man, Gen. 1:26.

DOVE, symbol of the Holy Spirit, Acts
2:4.

DRAGNET, parable, Matt. 13:47.

DREAMS
vanity of, Job 20:8; Ps. 73:20; Is. 29:8;

Jer. 23:28; 27:9; Zech. 10:2.
from God, Job 33:15; Joel 2:28.
of Abimelech, Gen. 20:3. Jacob, Gen.

28:12; 31:10. Laban, Gen. 31:24.
Joseph, Gen. 37:5. Pharaoh’s
servants, Gen. 40:5. Pharaoh, Gen.
41. Midianite, Judg. 7:13.
Solomon, 1 Kin. 3:5.
Nebuchadnezzar, Dan. 2; 4.
Joseph, Matt. 1:20; 2:13. Wise
men, Matt. 2:12. Pilate’s wife,
Matt. 27:19.

Visions and Dreams in the Bible, Ezek.
37.

DREGS, Jer. 48:11.

DRINK offerings, Gen. 35:14.

DRUNKENNESS
of Noah, Gen. 9:21. Lot, Gen. 19:33.

Nabal, 1 Sam. 25:36. Elah, 1 Kin.
16:9. Benhadad, 1 Kin. 20:16.
Belshazzar, Dan. 5:4. the
Corinthians, 1 Cor. 11:21.

EARTH
cursed, Gen. 3:15.
without form and void, Gen. 1:2; Is.

45:18.
new, prediction of, Is. 65:17.

EARTHQUAKES
in the Bible, Acts 16.

EDENIC Covenant, Gen. 2:16.

EDOM, Gen. 36:1.

EDOMITES, Obad. 9,18.

EGYPT
gods of, Ex. 8:2.
reproach of, Josh. 5:2.

EL BETHEL, meaning, Gen. 35:7.

EL ELYON, Gen. 14:18.

EL OLAM, Gen. 21:33.

EL SHADDAI, Gen. 17:1.

ELDERS
in local church, Phil. 1:1; Titus 1:5.
twenty-four, Rev. 4:4.

ELECTION
Summary, 1 Pet. 1:20; 5:13.
Rom. 9:11; 11:5; 1 Thess. 1:4; 2 Pet.

1:10.
its privileges and duties, Mark 13:20;

Luke 18:7; Rom. 8:29; 1 Cor.
1:27; 2 Pet. 1:10.

ELIJAH
yet to come, Matt. 17:10.

MAP: PLACES IN THE MINISTRY OF ELIJAH,
1 Kin. 18.

ELISHA
mocked, 2 Kin. 2:24.
Miracles of, 2 Kin. 6.
MAP: PLACES IN THE LIFE OF ELISHA, 1 Kin.

19.

ELOHIM, Gen. 1:1.

EMMAUS Road, Luke 24:27.

EMPIRE
MAP: ALEXANDER’S EMPIRE, Dan. 8.
MAP: THE NEO-BABYLONIAN EMPIRE, Dan. 1.

ENCOURAGEMENT
Words of Encouragement: Be Strong

and Courageous, Josh. 1.
Words of Encouragement: Do Not Fear,

1 Chr. 22.

END, time of, Dan. 8:17; 12:4.

ENMITY, Gen. 3:15.

ENOCH
Book of, Jude 14.
typical significance, Gen. 5:22.

EPHESUS
MAP: EPHESUS IN THE TIME OF PAUL, Eph. 3.

EPHOD, Ex. 29:5.

EPHRAIM, a name of the ten tribes,
2 Chr. 25:7; Is. 7:2.

EPICUREANS, Acts 17:18.

ESAU, a man of the earth, Gen. 25:25.

ETERNAL life, Summary, Rev. 22:19;
John 3:36.

EUPHRATES River, Rev. 9:14.

EVE, type of the Church, Gen. 2:23.

EVERLASTING God, Gen. 21:33.

EXILE
Chronology of the Postexilic Era, Ez. 2.
The Four Stages of the Return from

Exile, Neh. 7.
MAP: EXILE OF NORTHERN KINGDOM, 2 Chr.

31.
MAP: EXILE OF SOURTHERN KINGDOM, 2 Chr.

35.
MAP: THE RETURN FROM EXILE, Ez. 2.

EXODUS
the book of redemption, Ex. 6:6.
date of the, Ex. 1:8.
number of Israelites in the, Num. 3:43.
types of, Ex. 25:1.
MAP: THE EXODUS FROM EGYPT, Ex. 14:23.

EXPERT in the law, Matt. 22:35.

EZEKIEL
muteness, Ezek. 3:22.
four visions, Ezek. 8:3.
temple, Ezek. 40:5.
vision of, Ezek. 1:4.
MAP: EZEKIEL’S VISION OF THE LAND, Ezek.

48.

EZION GEBER, 2 Chr. 8:17.

FABLES in the O.T., Judg. 9.
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FACE of God, meaning of seeing, Gen.
32:30.

FAITH
Summary, Heb. 11:39.
Heb. 11; justification by, Rom. 3:28

note; 5:1, 16; Gal. 2:16;
justification by, illustrated, Luke
7:44

purification by, Acts 15:9; sanctification
by, Acts 26:18.

new family of, Matt. 12:46.
and works, James 2:26.
object of, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

Mark 11:22; John 6:29; 14:1;
20:31; Acts 20:21; 2 Cor. 13:14.

given by the Spirit, 1 Cor. 2:5; 12:9.
in Christ, Acts 8:12; 2 Tim. 3:15.
unity of, Eph. 4:5, 13; Jude 3.
leads to salvation, etc., Mark 16:16;

John 1:12; 3:16, 36; 6:40, 47;
Acts 16:31; Gal. 3:11; Eph. 2:8;
Heb. 11:6; 1 Pet. 1:9; 1 John 5:10.

works by love, 1 Cor. 13; Gal. 5:6; Col.
1:4; 1 Thess. 1:3; 1 Tim. 1:5;
Philem. 5; Heb. 10:23; 1 Pet.
1:22; 1 John 3:14, 23.

without works is dead, James 2:17, 20.
produces peace, joy, hope in believing,

Rom. 5:1; 15:13; 2 Cor. 4:13;
1 Pet. 1:8.

excludes boasting, etc., Rom. 3:27; 4:2;
1 Cor. 1:29; Eph. 2:9.

blessings received through, Mark
16:16; John 6:40; 12:36; 20:31;
Acts 10:43; 16:31; 26:18; Rom.
1:17 (Hab. 2:4); Rom. 3:21; 4:16;
5:1; 2 Cor. 5:7; Gal. 2:16; 3:14,
26; Eph. 1:13; 3:12, 17; 1 Tim.
1:4; Heb. 4:3; 6:12; 10:38; 1 Pet.
1:5; Jude 20.

miracles performed through, Matt.
9:22; Luke 8:50; Acts 3:16.

power of, Matt. 17:20; Mark 9:23;
11:23; Luke 17:6.

trial of, 2 Thess. 1:4; Heb. 11:17; James
1:3, 12; 1 Pet. 1:7.

overcomes the world, 1 John 5:4.
shield of the Christian, Eph. 6:16;

1 Thess. 5:8.
contend earnestly for the, Jude 3.
exhortations to continue in, 1 Cor.

16:13; 2 Cor. 13:5; Eph. 6:16; Phil.
1:27; Col. 1:23; 2:7; 1 Thess. 5:8;
1 Tim. 1:19; 4:12; 6:11; 2 Tim.
2:22; Titus 1:13; Heb. 10:22.

examples of: Caleb, Num. 13:30.
Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, Dan. 3:17. Daniel, Dan.
6:10. Ninevites, Jon. 3:5. Peter,
Matt. 16:16. Nathanael, John 1:49.
Martha, John 11:27. Stephen, Acts
6:5. Ethiopian eunuch, Acts 8:37.
Barnabas, Acts 11:24.

Great Heroes of the Faith, Heb. 11.

FAITHFULNESS
Matt. 24:45; 25:21.
commended in the service of God,

2 Kin. 12:15; 2 Chr. 31:12; Matt.
24:45; 2 Cor. 2:17; 4:2; 3 John 5.

toward men, Deut. 1:16; Ps. 141:5; Prov.

11:13; 13:17; 14:5; 20:6; 25:13;
27:6; 28:20; Luke 16:10; 1 Cor.
4:2; 1 Tim. 3:11; 6:2; Titus 2:10.

of Abraham, Gen. 22; Gal. 3:9.
of Joseph, Gen. 39:4, 22.
of Moses, Num. 12:7; Heb. 3:5.
of David, 1 Sam. 22:14.
of Daniel, Dan. 6:4.
of Paul, Acts 20:20.
of Timothy, 1 Cor. 4:17.
of God, Ps. 36:5; 40:10; 88:11; 89:1;

92:2; 119:75; Is. 25:1; Lam. 3:23.

FALL
away, Heb. 6:4.
of man, consequences of, Gen. 3:6,15.

FAMINES
in the Bible, Jer. 14.

FAST
A Fast Day Observance, Zech. 7.

FASTING
in the captivity, Zech. 7:2.
turned into gladness, Zech. 8:19.
Christ excuses His disciples for not f.,

Matt. 9:14; Mark 2:18; Luke 5:33.
of Moses (twice) for forty days, Ex.

24:18; 34:28; Deut. 9:9, 18.
of David, 2 Sam. 12:16.
of Elijah, 1 Kin. 19:8.
of Christ, Matt. 4:2, etc.
of Barnabas and Paul, Acts 14:23.
recommended, 1 Cor. 7:5.

FATALISM, theory of, Eccl. 3:1.

FATHERHOOD of God and Israel, Is.
63:16; Mal. 1:6.

FATHERLESS
God the God of, Ps. 146:9; Jer. 49:11;

Hos. 14:3.
God the helper of, Deut. 10:18; Ps.

10:14; 146:9; father of, Ps. 68:5.
duty toward, Ex. 22:22; Deut. 14:29;

24:17; Prov. 23:10; Is. 1:17; Jer.
7:6; James 1:27.

the wicked oppress, Job 6:27; 22:9; Ps.
94:6; Is. 1:23; 10:2; Jer. 5:28;
Ezek. 22:7.

FATHERS
duty of, Deut. 21:18; Prov. 3:12; 13:24;

19:18; 22:6, 15; 23:13; 29:15, 17;
Luke 11:11; Eph. 6:4; Col. 3:21;
Heb. 12:9.

children to obey, Ex. 20:12; Prov. 6:20;
Eph. 6:1; Col. 3:20.

FAVOR and Union, Zech. 11:7.

FEAR of the LORD, meaning, Ps. 19:9.

FEAR of God
Job 28:28; Ps. 19:9; Prov. 1:7; 8:13;

9:10; 14:27; 15:33.
commanded, Deut. 10:12; Josh. 4:24;

Job 13:11; Ps. 2:11; 76:7; 130:4;
Jer. 10:7; Matt. 10:28; Luke 12:5;
Heb. 12:28; Rev. 14:7; 15:4.

advantages of, Ps. 15:4; 25:14; 31:19;
33:18; 60:4; 61:5; 85:9; 103:11;
111:5; 112:1; 145:19; 147:11;
Prov. 10:27; 14:26; 15:33; 19:23;

22:4; Eccl. 8:12; Mal. 3:16; 4:2;
Luke 1:50; 2 Cor. 7:1; Rev. 11:18.

commanded, Lev. 19:14; Deut. 4:10;
6:2; 28:58; Josh. 24:14; 1 Sam.
12:14; 2 Kin. 17:38; 1 Chr. 16:30;
Ps. 2:11; 33:8; Prov. 3:7; 23:17;
24:21; Is. 8:13; Eccl. 5:7; 8:12;
12:13; Rom. 11:20; Eph. 6:5; Phil.
2:12; Col. 3:22; Heb. 4:1; 1 Pet.
2:17; Rev. 14:17.

FEAR of punishment
causing torment, Gen. 3:8; 4:14; Prov.

28:1; Is. 2:19; 33:14; Luke 19:21;
Acts 24:25; Rom. 8:15; Heb. 10:27;
1 John 4:18; Rev. 6:16; 21:8.

FEAST of
Firstfruits, Lev. 23:10.
Tabernacles, Lev. 23:34.
Trumpets, Lev. 23:24.
Unleavened Bread, Lev. 23:6.
Weeks (Pentecost), Lev. 23:16.

FEASTS of the LORD, Lev. 23:2.

FELLOWSHIP
conditions of, 1 John 1:7.
progress in, John 15:15.
with Christ, 1 Cor. 1:9; 12:27; 2 Cor.

4:11; Phil. 3:10. See 1 Cor. 10:16.
with the Spirit, Phil. 2:1.
of the saints, Acts 2:42; 2 Cor. 8:4; Gal.

2:9; Phil. 1:5; 1 John 1:3.
with evil, forbidden, 1 Cor. 10:20;

2 Cor. 6:14; Eph. 5:11.

FELLOWSHIP offering, type of Christ,
Lev. 3:1.

FIG trees, Mark 11:13.

FILTHINESS
figurative of sin, Job 15:16; Ps. 14:3; Is.

1:6; 64:6; Ezek. 24:13.
purification from, Is. 4:4; Ezek. 22:15;

36:25; Zech. 3:3; 13:1; 1 Cor.
6:11; 2 Cor. 7:1.

FINE linen, typical significance, Ex.
26:1; 27:9.

FIRE
profane, Lev. 10:1.
symbol of God’s holiness, Lev. 1:8.
pillar of, Ex. 13:21; Neh. 9:12.
God appears by, Ex. 3:2; 13:21; 19:18;

Deut. 4:12; 2 Sam. 22:13; Is. 6:4;
Ezek. 1:4; Dan. 7:10; Mal. 3:2;
Matt. 3:11; Rev. 1:14; 4:5.

for consuming sacrifices, Gen. 15:17;
Lev. 9:24; Judg. 13:20; 1 Kin.
18:38; 2 Chr. 7:1.

not to be kindled on the Sabbath, Ex.
35:3.

emblem of God’s Word, Jer. 23:29; Acts
2:3.

instrument of judgment, Gen. 19:24;
Ex. 9:23; Lev. 10; Num. 11:1;
16:35; 2 Kin. 1:10; Amos 7:4;
2 Thess. 1:8; Rev. 8:8.

everlasting, Deut. 32:22; Is. 33:14;
66:24; Mark 9:44; Jude 7; Rev.
20:10.

God is a consuming, Heb. 12:29.
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FIRST
day of the week, the, Acts 20:7.
from the very f., Luke 1:3.
fruits, Feast of, Lev. 23:10.

FIRSTBORN
claims of the, Gen. 43:33; Deut. 21:15;

2 Chr. 21:3; Col. 1:15 (Heb.
12:23).

dedicated to God, Ex. 13:2, 12; 22:29;
34:19; Deut. 15:19.

how redeemed, Ex. 34:20; Num. 3:41;
8:18.

in Egypt killed, Ex. 11:4; 12:29.
law of, Mic. 6:7.

FLESH, Summary, Jude 23.

FLOOD
chronology of the, Gen. 8:14.
N.T. References to, Gen. 7:10.

FLOWERS
Flowers and Plants in the Song of

Solomon, Song. 2.

FOOL, meaning, Prov. 1:7.

FOR My name’s sake, meaning, Ezek.
20:14.

FOREKNOWLEDGE, 1 Pet. 1:20.

FORGIVENESS
Summary, Matt. 26:28; Matt. 6:12.
mutual, commanded, Gen. 50:17; Matt.

5:23; 6:14; 18:21, 35; Mark
11:25; Luke 11:4; 17:4; 2 Cor.
2:7; Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:13; James
2:13.

of enemies, Matt. 5:44; Luke 6:27;
Rom. 12:14, 19.

FORGIVENESS OF SIN
prayed for, Ex. 32:32; 1 Kin. 8:30;

2 Chr. 6:21; Ps. 25:18; 32; 51;
79:9; 130; Dan. 9:19; Amos 7:2;
Matt. 6:12.

promised, Lev. 4:20; 2 Chr. 7:14; Is.
33:24; 55:7; Jer. 3:12; 31:20, 34;
33:8; Ezek. 36:25; Hos. 14:4; Mic.
7:18; Luke 24:47; Acts 5:31;
26:18; Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14; James
5:15; 1 John 1:9.

FORMLESS and empty, Gen. 1:2.

FORTY-TWO months in prophecy,
Dan. 7:25.

FOUR Gospels, Introduction, p. 1295.

FRAGRANCE
a sweet, Gen. 8:21; Ex. 29:18; type of

Christ, 2 Co. 2:14; 15; Eph. 5:2.

FRANKINCENSE, Ex. 30:34.

FRIENDS
value of, Prov. 18:24; 27:6, 9, 17; John

15:13.
Jesus calls His disciples, Luke 12:4;

John 15:14; 3 John 14.

FRIENDSHIP
of David and Jonathan, 1 Sa. 18:1; 19;

20; 2 Sa. 1:26.
with the world, unlawful, Rom. 12:2;

2 Cor. 6:17; James 4:4; 1 John
2:15.

FRUIT-BEARING, four degrees, John
15:8.

FRUITFUL life, three conditions, John
15:2.

FULLNESS of the Gentiles, meaning,
Rom. 11:25.

GARMENT, symbolical meaning, Rev.
19:8.

GEHENNA, Matt. 5:22.

GENEALOGIES
of Abraham, Gen. 23:1
of Adam, Gen. 5:6.
of Christ, Matt. 1:1; Luke 3:23.
omissions explained, Gen. 11:10; Dan.

5:2.
generations of: Adam, Gen. 5; 1 Chr. 1;

Luke 3; Noah, Gen. 10; 1 Chr. 1:4;
Shem, Gen. 11:10; Terah, Gen.
11:27; Abraham, Gen. 25; 1 Chr.
1:28; Jacob, Gen. 29:31; 30; 46:8;
Ex. 1:2; Num. 26; 1 Chr. 2; Esau,
Gen. 36; 1 Chr. 1:35; the tribes,
1 Chr. 2; 4; 5; 6; 7; David, 1 Chr.
3; Christ, Matt. 1; Luke 3:23.

endless, 1 Tim. 1:4

GENERAL Epistles, Introduction, p.
1684.

GENERATION, meaning, Matt. 24:34.

GENTILE
believers and the law, Acts 15:19.
nations, prophecies against, Ezek. 25:8.
world dominion, end of, Dan. 7:8.
world power, end of, Dan. 7:26.

GENTILES
fullness of the, Rom. 11:25.
and Israel, Gen. 11:10.
and Jews called, Acts 10:11; Eph. 3:6.
judgment of individual, Matt. 25:32.
Times of the, Summary, Rev. 16:19;

Luke 21:24.
their state by nature, Rom. 1:21; 1 Cor.

12:2; Eph. 2; 4:17; 1 Thess. 4:5.
their conversion predicted, Is. 11:10;

42:1; 49:6 (Matt. 12:18; Luke
2:32; Acts 13:47); 62:2; Jer. 16:19;
Hos. 2:23; Mal. 1:11; Matt. 8:11.

calling of, Rom. 9:24. See Is. 66:19.
become fellow-citizens with the saints,

Eph. 2:11.
Christ made known to, Col. 1:27.

GENTLENESS
of Christ, 2 Cor. 10:1; Matt. 11:29 (Is.

40:11).

GIANTS in the Land, 1 Sam. 17.

GIDEON
MAP: BATTLES OF GIDEON, Judg. 7.

GIDEON’S fleece, Judg. 6:37.

GIFTS
Elaborate Gifts, 2 Chr. 9.
of Christ to the Church, Eph. 4:11.
spiritual, Ps. 29:11; 68:18, 35; 84:11;

Prov. 2:6; Ezek. 11:19; Acts
11:17; Rom. 12:6; 1 Cor. 1:7; 12;
12:1 note; 13:2; 14; Eph. 2:8;
James 1:5, 17; 4:6.

spiritual, ministry of, 1 Cor. 14:1.
temporal, Gen. 1:26; 9:1; 27:28; Lev.

26:4; Ps. 34:10; 65:9; 104;
136:25; 145:15; 147; Is. 30:23;
Acts 14:17.

corban, Matt. 15:5; Mark 7:11.

GIVE, frequency of the word, Gen. 12:7.

GIVING, Christian doctrine of, 2 Cor.
8:1; 1 Cor. 16:2.

GLORIFY GOD
exhortations to, 1 Chr. 16:28; Ps.

22:23; 50:15; Rom. 15:6; 1 Cor.
6:20; 10:31; 1 Pet. 2:12; Rev.
15:4.

GLORY, departure of, from the
Temple, Ezek. 11:23.

GNOSTICISM, Col. 2:18.

GOATS, two, offered as sacrifice, Lev.
16:5.

GOD
character of, in Nahum, Nah. 1:2.
faithfulness of, Ezek. 16:60.
fatherhood of, to Israel, Mal. 1:6.
invitations of, Gen. 7:1.
kingdom of, defined, Matt. 6:33.

THE (LORD GOD) ALMIGHTY
Gen. 17:1; Ex. 6:3; Num. 24:4; Ruth

1:20; Job 5:17; Ps. 68:14; 91:1; Is.
13:6; Ezek. 1:24; Joel 1:15; 2 Cor.
6:18; Rev. 1:8.

THE CREATOR
Gen. 1; 2; Deut. 4:19; Neh. 9:6; Job

33:4; 38; Ps. 8; 19:1; 33:6; 89:11;
94:9; 104; 136; 146:6; 148; Prov.
3:19; 8:22; Eccl. 12:1; Is. 37:16;
40:28; 43:7, 13; 45:8; Jer. 10:12;
32:17; Zech. 12:1; John 1:3; Acts
17:24; Rom. 1:25; Col. 1:16; Heb.
1:10; 3:4; 11:3; 1 Pet. 4:19; Rev.
4:11.

HIS DEALINGS WITH
our first parents, Gen. 3.
Noah and the sinful world, Gen. 6–9.
mankind, Gen. 11:10.
Abraham, Gen. 12–24.
Lot, Gen. 19.
Isaac, Jacob, and Esau, Gen. 22; 25; 26;

28.
Joseph, Gen. 39.
Moses and Aaron, Ex. 3; 7.
Pharaoh and Egypt, Ex. 7; 8: causes the

plagues of Egypt: blood, Ex. 7;
frogs, lice, and flies, Ex. 8; plague,
boils, and hail, Ex. 9; locusts and
darkness, Ex. 10; death of the
firstborn, Ex. 12.

institutes the passover, Ex. 11; 12; 13;
and delivers the Israelites, Ex. 14.

the children of Israel during their forty
years’ wandering in the wilderness
(Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers,
Deuteronomy): sends manna, Ex.
16:15; gives the ten
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commandments, Ex. 20; reveals
His glory to Moses, Aaron, and the
elders, Ex. 24; enters into
covenant with Israel, Ex. 34;
directs the tabernacle to be made
and erected, Ex. 35; 40; propounds
the law respecting sacrificial
offerings, Lev. 1; Num. 28;
sanctifies Aaron, Lev. 8; 9;
institutes blessings and curses,
Lev. 26; Deut. 27; punishes the
revolt of Korah, Dathan, and
Abiram, Num. 16; causes Aaron’s
rod to blossom, Num. 17; excludes
Moses and Aaron from the
promised land for unbelief, Num.
20:12; sends fiery serpents, and
heals with bronze snake, Num. 21.

Balaam and Balak, Num. 22.
Joshua, at Jericho and Ai, Josh. 1; 3; 4;

6; _7; 8.
kings of Canaan, Josh. 10–12.
Gideon, Judg. 6; Jephthah, Judg. 11;

Samson, Judg. 13.
Naomi and Ruth, Ruth 1–4.
Hannah, Eli, and Samuel, 1 Sam. 1–3.
Saul, 1 Sam. 9–31; 1 Chr. 10.
David, 1 Sam. 16–31; 2 Sam. 1–24;

1 Kin. 1–2:11; 1 Chr. 11–23; 28;
29.

Solomon, 1 Kin. 1–11; 2 Chr. 1–9.
Rehoboam and Jeroboam, 1 Kin. 12–15;

2 Chr. 10–12.
Ahab, 1 Kin. 16–22; 2 Chr. 18.
Elijah, 1 Kin. 17–22; 2 Kin. 1; 2.
Elisha, 2 Kin. 2–9.
Hezekiah, 2 Kin. 18–20; 2 Chr. 29–32;

Is. 36–39.
Josiah, 2 Kin. 22; 23; 2 Chr. 34; 35.
the captive Jews in Persia, Esth. 1–10.
the liberated Jews, Ezra 1–10; Neh.

1–13.
Job and his friends, Job 1; 2; 38–42.
Isaiah, 2 Kin. 19; 20; 2 Chr. 26; 32.
Jeremiah, 2 Chr. 35; 36; Jer. 26;

34–43.
Daniel at Babylon, Dan. 1–10.
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.

Dan. 3.
Nebuchadnezzar, Dan. 4.
Jonah at Tarshish and Nineveh, Jon.

1–4.
HIS REVELATIONS TO

Isaiah, warning Judah and Israel, Is.
1–12; surrounding nations, Is.
13–23; threatening impenitent
Jews, Is. 24; 39.

Jeremiah, respecting Judah’s overthrow
on account of sin, Jer. 1–25;
27–33; 44.

Ezekiel, concerning Judah’s captivity,
Ezek. 3–7; the defiled Temple,
Ezek. 8–11; warnings to Judah,
Ezek. 12–19; impending
judgments, Ezek. 20–23;
Jerusalem’s overthrow, Ezek. 24;
judgments upon other nations,
Ezek. 25–32; exhortations and
promises, Ezek. 32–39; the new
Jerusalem, Ezek. 40–48.

GOD AS A SPIRIT (John 4:24; 2 Cor.
3:17)

is declared to be omnipotent, Gen.
17:1; Ex. 6:3. Glorious, Ex. 15:11;
Ps. 145:5. Gracious, Ex. 34:6; Ps.
116:5. Merciful, Ex. 34:6, 7; Ps.
86:5. Long-suffering, Num. 14:18;
Mic. 7:18. Just, Deut. 32:4; Is.
45:21. Eternal, Deut. 33:27; Ps.
90:2; Rev. 4:8–10. Jealous, Josh.
24:19; Nah. 1:2. Compassionate,
2 Kin. 13:23. Great, 2 Chr. 2:5;
Ps. 86:10. Righteous, Ezra 9:15;
Ps. 145:17. Unsearchable, Job
11:7; 37:23; Ps. 145:3; Is. 40:28;
Rom. 11:33. Invisible, Job 23:8, 9;
John 1:18; 5:37; Col. 1:15; 1 Tim.
1:17. Good, Ps. 25:8; 119:68.
Upright, Ps. 25:8; 92:15. Holy, Ps.
99:9; Is. 5:16. Most High, Ps.
83:18; Acts 7:48. Immutable, Ps.
102:26, 27; James 1:17.
Omniscient, Ps. 139:1–6; Prov.
5:21. Omnipresent, Ps. 139:7; Jer.
23:23. Light, Is. 60:19; James
1:17; 1 John 1:5. True, Jer. 10:10;
John 17:3. Perfect, Matt. 5:48.
Incorruptible, Rom. 1:23. Only-
wise, Rom. 16:27; 1 Tim. 1:17.
Faithful, 1 Cor. 10:13; 1 Pet. 4:19.
Immortal, 1 Tim. 1:17; 6:16. A
consuming fire, Heb. 12:29. Love,
1 John 4:8, 16.

none like to Him, Ex. 9:14; Deut.
33:26; 2 Sam. 7:22; Is. 46:5, 9;
Jer. 10:6; beside Him, Deut. 4:35;
Is. 44:6; before Him, Is. 43:10;
none good but God, Matt. 19:17.

fills heaven and earth, 1 Kin. 8:27; Jer.
23:24.

should be worshiped, John 4:24.
HIS GLORY

exhibited in Christ, John 1:14; 2 Cor.
4:6; Heb. 1:3.

exhibited in His power, Ex. 15:1, 6;
Rom. 6:4; holiness, Ex. 15:11;
name, Deut. 28:58; Neh. 9:5;
majesty, Job 37:22; Ps. 93:1;
104:1; 145:5, 12; Is. 2:10; works,
Ps. 19:1; 111:3.

described as highly exalted, Ps. 8:1;
113:4. Eternal, Ps. 104:31. Great,
Ps. 138:5. Rich, Eph. 3:16.

exhibited to Moses, Ex. 34:5–7, with
Ex. 33:18–23. His church, Deut.
5:24; Ps. 102:16.

enlightens His people, Is. 60:1, 2; Rev.
21:11, 23. Stephen, Acts 7:55.

declare, 1 Chr. 16:24; Ps. 145:5, 11.
magnify, Ps. 57:5.
saints desire to behold, Ps. 63:2; 90:16.
pleaded in prayer, Ps. 79:9.
the earth is full of, Is. 6:3.
not to be given to others, Is. 42:8.
to be feared, Is. 59:19.
the knowledge of, shall fill the earth,

Num. 14:21; Hab. 2:14.
HIS GOODNESS

proclaimed, Ps. 25:8; Nah. 1:7; Matt.
19:17.

is abundant, Ex. 34:6; Ps. 33:5. great,

Neh. 9:35; Zech. 9:17. enduring,
Ps. 23:6; 52:1. satisfying, Ps. 65:4;
Jer. 31:12, 14. rich, Ps. 104:24;
Rom. 2:4. universal, Ps. 145:9;
Matt. 5:45.

manifested in forgiving sins, 2 Chr.
30:18; Ps. 86:5; to His church, Ps.
31:19; Lam. 3:25; in providing for
the poor, Ps. 68:10; in doing good,
Ps. 119:68; 145:9; in supplying
temporal wants, Acts 14:17.

leads to repentance, Rom. 2:4.
HIS GIFTS

are free and abundant, Num. 14:8;
Rom. 8:32.

are dispensed according to His will,
Eccl. 2:26; Dan. 2:21; Rom. 12:6;
1 Cor. 7:7.

all blessings are, James 1:17; 2 Pet. 1:3.
HIS SPIRITUAL GIFTS

acknowledge, Ps. 4:7; 21:2.
peace, Ps. 29:11.
strength and power, Ps. 68:35.
are through Christ, Ps. 68:18, with

Eph. 4:7, 8; John 6:27.
Christ the chief of, Is. 42:6; 55:4; John

3:16; 4:10; 6:32, 33.
a new heart, Ezek. 11:19.
pray for, Matt. 7:7, 11; John 16:23, 24.
rest, Matt. 11:28; 2 Thess. 1:7.
the Holy Spirit, Luke 11:13; Acts 8:20.
grace, Ps. 84:11; James 4:6.
wisdom, Prov. 2:6; James 1:5.
glory, Ps. 84:11; John 17:22.
repentance, Acts 11:18.
righteousness, Rom. 5:16, 17.
eternal life, Rom. 6:23.
not repented of by Him, Rom. 11:29.
faith, Eph. 2:8; Phil. 1:29.
to be used for mutual profit, 1 Pet.

4:10.
HIS TEMPORAL GIFTS

rain and fruitful seasons, Gen. 27:28;
Lev. 26:4, 5; Is. 30:23; Acts
14:17.

peace, Lev. 26:6; 1 Chr. 22:9.
should cause us to remember God,

Deut. 8:18.
wisdom, 2 Chr. 1:42.
all good things, Ps. 34:10; 1 Tim. 6:17.
all creatures partake of, Ps. 136:25;

145:15, 16.
life, Is. 42:5.
to be used and enjoyed, Eccl. 3:13;

5:19, 20; 1 Tim. 4:4, 5.
pray for, Zech. 10:1; Matt. 6:11.
food and raiment, Matt. 6:25–33.
illustrated, Matt. 25:15–30.

HIS JOY OVER HIS PEOPLE
greatness of, Zeph. 3:17.
on account of their uprightness, 1 Chr.

29:17; Prov. 11:20; fear of Him,
Ps. 147:11; hope in His mercy, Ps.
147:11; meekness, Ps. 149:4;
praying to Him, Prov. 15:8;
repentance, Luke 15:7, 10; faith,
Heb. 11:5, 6.

leads Him to: give them the
inheritance, Num. 14:8; 1 Pet.
1:4; do them good, Deut. 28:63;
Jer. 32:41; Acts 14:17; prosper
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them, Deut. 30:9; deliver them,
2 Sam. 22:20; comfort them, Is.
65:19.

exemplified in Solomon, 1 Kin. 10:9.
illustrated, Is. 62:5; Luke 15:23, 24.

HIS LAW
is absolute and perpetual, Matt. 5:18.
given to Adam, Gen. 2:16, 17, with

Rom. 5:12–14; to Noah, Gen. 9:6;
to the Israelites, Ex. 20:2; Ps.
78:5; through Moses, Ex. 31:18;
John 7:19; through the
ministration of angels, Acts 7:53;
Gal. 3:19; Heb. 2:2.

described as perfect, Ps. 19:7; Rom.
12:2; pure, Ps. 19:8; exceeding
broad, Ps. 119:96; truth, Ps.
119:142; holy, just, and good,
Rom. 7:12; spiritual, Rom. 7:14;
not burdensome, 1 John 5:3.

requires perfect obedience, Deut.
27:26; Gal. 3:10; James 2:10.

requires obedience of the heart, Ps.
51:6; Matt. 5:28; 22:37.

it is man’s duty to keep, Eccl. 12:13.
man cannot be justified by, Acts 13:39;

Rom. 3:20, 28; Gal. 2:16; 3:11.
conscience testifies to, Rom. 2:15.
all men have transgressed, Rom. 3:9,

19.
gives the knowledge of sin, Rom. 3:20;

7:7.
brings wrath, Rom. 4:15.
man, by nature not in subjection to,

Rom. 7:5; 8:7.
love is the fulfilling of, Rom. 13:8, 10;

Gal. 5:14; James 2:8.
designed to prevail until Christ, Gal.

3:24.
sin is a transgression of, 1 John 3:4.
obedience to: of prime importance,

1 Cor. 7:19; a test of love, 1 John
5:3; a characteristic of saints, Rev.
12:17.

blessedness of keeping, Ps. 119:1; Matt.
5:19; 1 John 3:22, 24; Rev. 22:14.

Christ magnified the l., Is. 42:21; came
to fulfill, Matt. 5:17; explained,
Matt. 7:12; 22:37–40.

the love of, produces peace, Ps.
119:165.

saints should make the subject of their
conversation, Ex. 13:9; prepare
their hearts to seek, Ezra 7:10;
pledge themselves to walk in, Neh.
10:29; pray to understand, Ps.
119:18; pray for power to keep,
Ps. 119:34; keep, Ps. 119:55;
delight in, Ps. 119:77; Rom. 7:22;
love, Ps. 119:97, 113; lament over
the violation of, by others, Ps.
119:136; have, written on their
hearts, Jer. 31:33, with Heb. 8:10;
should remember, Mal. 4:4; freed
from the bondage of, Rom. 6:14;
7:4, 6; Gal. 3:13; freed from the
curse of, Gal. 3:13.

the wicked forsake, 2 Chr. 12:1; Jer.
9:13; refuse to walk in, Ps. 78:10;
cast away, Is. 5:24; refuse to hear,

Is. 30:9; Jer. 6:19; forget, Hos. 4:6;
despise, Amos 2:4.

punishment for disobeying, Neh. 9:26,
27; Is. 65:11–13; Jer. 9:13–16.

is the rule of judgment, Rom. 2:12.
is established by faith, Rom. 3:31.
is the rule of life to saints, 1 Cor. 9:21;

Gal. 5:13, 14.
to be used lawfully, 1 Tim. 1:8.

HIS ATTRIBUTES
attributes of, Rom. 1:18.
Eternal, Gen. 21:33; Ex. 3:14; Deut.

32:40; 33:27; Job 10:5; 36:26; Ps.
9:7; 90:2; 92:8; 93:2; 102:12;
104:31; 135:13; 145:13; 146:6,
10; Eccl. 3:14; Is. 9:6; 40:28;
41:4; 43:13; 48:12; 57:15; 63:16;
Jer. 10:10; Lam. 5:19; Dan. 4:3,
34; 6:26; Mic. 5:2; Hab. 1:12;
Rom. 1:20; 16:26; Eph. 3:9;
1 Tim. 1:17; 6:16; 2 Pet. 3:8; Rev.
1:8; 4:9; 22:13.

Immutable, Num. 23:19; 1 Sam. 15:29;
Ps. 33:11; 119:89; Mal. 3:6; Acts
4:28; Eph. 1:4; Heb. 1:12; 6:17;
13:8; James 1:17.

Omniscient, Job 26:6; 34:21; Ps. 139;
Prov. 15:3; Is. 44:7; Ezek. 11:5;
Matt. 12:25; John 2:24; Rom.
1:20.

Omnipresent, Job 23:9; 26; 28; Ps.
139; Prov. 15:3; Acts 17:27.

Invisible, Ex. 33:20; Job 23:8; John
1:18; 4:24; 5:37; Col. 1:15; 1 Tim.
1:17; 6:16; Heb. 11:27; 1 John
4:12.

Unsearchable, Job 11:7; 26:14; 37:15;
Ps. 145:3; Eccl. 8:17; Rom. 11:33.

Incomprehensible, Job 5:9; 9:10; 11:7;
26:14; 36:26; 37:5; Ps. 36:6;
40:5; 106:2; 139:6; Eccl. 3:11;
8:17; 11:5; Is. 40:12; 45:15; Mic.
4:12; 1 Tim. 6:16.

Holiness, Gen. 35:2; Ex. 3:5; 14; 15;
19; 20; 28:36; 34:5; 39:30; Lev.
11:44; 21:8; Josh. 5:15; 1 Sam.
2:2; 1 Chr. 16:10; Ps. 22:3; 30:4;
60:6. See Psalms. Is. 6:3; 43:15;
49:7; 57:15; Jer. 23:9; Amos 4:2;
Luke 1:49; Acts 3:14; Rom. 7:12;
1 John 2:20; Rev. 4:8; 19:1.

Justice, etc., Gen. 2:16; 3:8; 4:9; 6:7;
9:15; 18:17, 19; Ex. 32:33; Lev. 4;
7:20; 18:4; 26:21; Num. 11; 14;
16; 17; 20; 25; 26:64; 27:12; 35;
Deut. 1:34–45; 4:24; 5; 6; 9:4;
10:17; 25:17; 28:15; 31:16;
32:35, 41; Josh. 7:1; Judg. 1:7;
2:14; 9:56; 1 Sam. 2:30; 3:11;
6:19; 15:17; 2 Sam. 6:7; 12:1; 22;
24:11; 1 Kin. 8:20; 2 Chr. 6:17;
19:7; Ezra 8:22; Neh. 9:33; Job
4:17; 8; 10:3; 11:11; 12:6; 13:15;
14:15; 34:10; 35:13; 37:23; 40:8.
See Psalms. Prov. 11:21; 15:8;
28:9; 30:5; Eccl. 5:8; 8:12; 11:9;
Is. 45:21; Jer. 5:3; 9:24; 23:20;
32:19; 50:7; 51:9; Lam. 1:18;
Ezek. 7:27; 16:35; 18:10; 33:17;
Dan. 4:37; 9:14; Hos. 4; 5; Nah.
1:3; Hab. 1:13; Zeph. 3:5; Mal.

2:17; 4:1; Matt. 10:15; 20:13;
23:14; Luke 12:47; 13:27; John
7:18; Acts 10:34; 17:31; Rom. 2:2;
Gal. 6:7; Eph. 6:8; Col. 3:25;
James 1:13; 1 John 1:9; Rev. 15:3;
16:7.

Knowledge, Wisdom, and Power, Gen.
1; 3; 6–9; 41:16; Ex. 4:1, 11;
7:10; 12:29; 14; 15; 33:19; 34:5;
35:30; 36; Num. 11:23; 12; 22:9;
23:4; 24:16; Deut. 3; 4:32; 5:24;
6:22; 7; 10; 26; 28:58; 29:29;
32:4; Josh. 3; 6; 7:10; 23:9; 24;
Judg. 2; 1 Sam. 2; 4; 5; 12:18;
14:6; 16:7; 17:37, 46; 18:10; 23;
2 Sam. 7:22; 1 Kin. 8:27; 22:22;
1 Chr. 16:24; 17:4; 22:18; 28:9;
29:11; 2 Chr. 6:18; 14:11; 20:6;
Neh. 9:5; Job 4:9; 5:9; 9; 10:4;
11:12; 19:6; 21:17; 22:23; 26:6;
33; 34:22; 35; 41. See Psalms.
Prov. 3:19; 5:21; 8:22; 15:3; 16:9;
19:21; 21:30; Eccl. 3:11; 7:13; Is.
2:10; 6:3; 12:5; 14:24; 28:29;
29:16; 30:18; 33:13; 40:29;
41:21; 42:8; 43:13; 44:6, 23;
45:20; 46:5; 47:4; 48:3; 52:10;
55:11; 59:1; 60:1; 66:1; Jer. 3:14;
5:22; 10:6; 14:22; 29:23; 32:17;
Lam. 3:37; Ezek. 8:12; 11:5;
22:14; Dan. 2:20; 3:17, 29; 4:34;
6:26; Joel 2:11; Amos 5:12; 8:7;
Hab. 2:14; Mal. 3:16; Matt. 5:48;
6:13; 9:38; 10:29; 12:25; 19:26;
22:29; Mark 5:30; 12:15; Luke
1:48; 12:5; 18:27; John 1:14;
2:24; 5:26; 6:61; 11:25; 16:19;
18:4; 19:28; 20:17; Acts 1:24;
2:17; 7:55; 15:18; Rom. 1:20;
4:17; 8:29; 11:34; 15:19; 16:27;
1 Cor. 2:9, 16; 2 Cor. 4:6; 12:9;
13:4; Gal. 2:8; Eph. 1:19; 3:7;
6:10; Phil. 1:6; 3:21; Col. 3:4;
1 Tim. 1:12, 17; Heb. 1:3; 2:10;
4:12; James 4:6; 1 Pet. 2:20;
1 John 1:5; 3:20; Jude 1, 24; Rev.
1:8; 4:11; 5:13; 11:17; 19:6; 21:3.

Faithfulness and Truth, Num. 23:19;
Deut. 7:8; Josh. 21:45; 2 Sam.
7:28; 1 Kin. 8:56; Ps. 19:9; 89:34;
105:8; 111:7; 117; 119:89, 160;
146:6; Is. 25:1; 31:2; 46:11;
65:16; Jer. 4:28; Lam. 2:17; Ezek.
12:25; Matt. 24:35; John 7:28;
Rom. 3:4; 1 Cor. 1:9; 15:58;
2 Cor. 1:18; 1 Thess. 5:24;
2 Thess. 3:3; 2 Tim. 2:13; Titus
1:2; Heb. 6:18; 10:23; 11:11;
13:5; 2 Pet. 3:9; Rev. 1:5; 3:7;
15:3; 16:7.

Mercy, Goodness, and Love, Gen. 1:28;
3:15; 4:4; 8; 9; 15:4; 16:7; 17;
18:16; 19:12; 21:12; 22:15;
24:12; 26:24; 28:10; 29:31; 32:9,
24; 39:2; 46; Ex. 1:20; 2:23; 3:7;
6; 16; 17; 20:6; 22:27; 23:20;
29:45; 32:14; 33:12; 34:6; Lev.
4:35; 26:3, 40; Num. 14:18; 21:7;
Deut. 4:29; 7:7; 8; 10:15; 18:15;
20:4; 23:5; 28:1; 30; 32:7, 43; 33;
Josh. 20; Judg. 2:16; 6:36; 10:15;
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13; 15:18; 1 Sam. 2:9; 7; 25:32;
2 Sam. 7:5; 12:13; 1 Kin. 8:56;
2 Chr. 16:9; 30:9; Ezra 8:18; Neh.
2:18; 9:17; Job 5:17; 7:17; 11:6;
33:14; 36:11; 37:23; Ps. 34:8;
36:5; 69:16; Prov. 8:30; 11:20;
18:10; 28:13; Eccl. 2:26; 8:11; Is.
25:4; 27:3; 30:18; 38:17; 40:29;
43:1; 48:9, 17; 49:15; 54:7; 55:3;
63:7; Jer. 3:12; 9:24; 16:14; 17:7;
31:3, 12; 32:39; 33:11; 44:28;
Lam. 3:22, 31; Ezek. 20:17;
33:11; Dan. 9:9; Hos. 2:19; 11:4;
13:14; 14:3; Joel 2:13; Mic. 7:18;
Nah. 1:7; Hab. 3:18; Zeph. 3:17;
Mal. 3:6, 16; 4; Matt. 5:45; 19:17;
23:37; Luke 1:50, 78; 5:21; 6:35;
13:6; John 1:4, 9; 3:16; 4:10; 14;
15:9; 16:7; 17; Acts 14:17; Rom.
2:4; 3:25; 5:5; 8:32; 9:22; 11;
2 Cor. 1:3; 12:9; 13:11; Gal. 1:4;
Eph. 2:4, 17; 4:6; 1 Tim. 2:4;
6:17; 2 Tim. 1:9; Titus 3:4; Heb.
12:6; James 1:5, 17; 5:11; 1 Pet.
1:3; 3:20; 2 Pet. 3:9, 15; 1 John 1;
Jude 21; Rev. 2:3. See Psalms.

Jealousy, Ex. 20:5; 34:14; Deut. 4:24;
5:9; 6:15; 29:20; 32:16; Josh.
24:19; Ps. 78:58; 79:5; Ezek. 16;
23; Hos. 1; 2; Joel 2:18; Zeph.
1:18; Zech. 1:14; 1 Cor. 10:22.

HIS CHARACTERS
Disposer of events, Gen. 6–9; 11:8; 12;

14:20; 18:14; 22; 25:23; 26; Ex.
9:16; Deut. 7:7; 1 Sam. 2:6; 9:15;
13:14; 15:17; 16; 2 Sam. 7:8;
22:1; Ps. 10:16; 22:28; 24; 33;
74:12; 75; Is. 40:23; 43–45; 64:8;
Jer. 8:19; 10:10; 18; 19; Dan. 4; 5;
Zech. 14:9; Luke 10:21; Rom. 9;
Eph. 1; 1 Tim. 1:17; 6:15; James
4:12.

Judge of all, Gen. 18:25; Deut. 32:36;
Judg. 11:27; Ps. 7:11; 9:7; 50;
58:11; 68:5; 75:7; 94:2; Eccl.
3:17; 11:9; 12:14; Is. 2:4; 3:13;
Jer. 11:20; Acts 10:42; Rom. 2:16;
2 Tim. 4:8; Heb. 12:23; Jude 6;
Rev. 11:18; 18:8; 19:11.

Searcher of hearts, 1 Chr. 28:9; Ps. 7:9;
44:21; 139:23; Prov. 17:3; 24:12;
Jer. 17:10; Acts 1:24; Rom. 8:27;
Rev. 2:23.

Sanctuary and Refuge, Deut. 33:27;
2 Sam. 22:3; Ps. 9:9; 46:1; 57:1;
59:16; 62; 71:7; 91; 94:22; 142:5;
Is. 8:14; Ezek. 11:16; Heb. 6:18.

Savior, Ps. 106:21; Is. 43:3, 11; 45:15;
49:26; 60:16; 63:8; Jer. 14:8; Hos.
13:4; Luke 1:47.

HIS NAMES
Summary note: Gen. 34:1.
names of, O.T., Mal. 3:18.
name of, N.T., Matt. 28:19.
Adonai, Gen. 15:2.
Adonai Jehovah, Gen. 15:2.
El Elyon, Gen. 14:18.
El Olam, Gen. 21:33.
El Shaddai, Gen. 17:1.
Elohim, Gen. 1:1.
Everlasting God, Gen. 21:33.

Father of the Heavenly Lights, James
1:17.

God, Is. 26:4.
God of Heaven, Ezra 5:11; Neh. 1:4;

2:4.
God Almighty, Gen. 17:1; Ps. 80:7, 14,

19.
Holy One, Job 6:10; Ps. 16:10; Is.

10:17; Hos. 11:9; Hab. 1:12;
1 John 2:20.

Holy One of Israel, 2 Kin. 19:22; Ps.
71:22; Is. 1:4; Jer. 50:29; 51:5;
Ezek. 39:7.

I AM, Ex. 3:14.
Jealous, Ex. 34:14.
Jehovah, Ex. 34:6.
Jehovah Elohim, Ex. 34:6.
Jehovah-jireh, Ex. 34:6.
Jehovah-nissi, Ex. 34:6
Jehovah-rapha, Ex. 34:6.
Jehovah Sabaoth, 1 Sam. 1:3.
Jehovah-shalom, Ex. 34:6.
Jehovah-shammah, Ex. 34:6.
Jehovah-tsidkenu, Ex. 34:6.
King of kings, 1 Tim. 6:15; Rev. 17:14.
Living God, Deut. 5:26; Josh. 3:10.
LORD, Ex. 6:3.
Lord GOD, Gen. 15:2.
LORD God, Ex. 34:6.
the Lord. Ps. 83:18; Is. 12:2.
Lord of lords, Rev. 17:14; Deut. 10:17;

1 Tim. 6:15.
Lord of Hosts, 1 Sam. 1:3; 1:11; Is.

1:24; Rom. 9:29; James 5:4.
Mighty God, Ps. 50:1; Is. 9:6; 10:21;

Jer. 32:18; Hab. 1:12.
Most High, Gen. 14:18; Num. 24:16;

Deut. 32:8; 2 Sam. 22:14; Ps.
7:17.

God Most High, Gen. 14:18; Ps. 57:2;
Dan. 3:26.

not the author of sin, Is. 45:7.
program for this age, Acts 15:13.
providential control demonstrated,

Esth. 6:1.
references to in Romans, Rom. 8:31.
Sovereign, Gen. 15:2.
Sovereign LORD, Gen. 15:2.
a Trinity, Matt. 28:19.
the universal kingdom of, Dan. 4:17.
visible in Christ, John 1:18.

THE FATHER
Matt. 11:25; 28:19; Mark 14:36; Luke

10:21; 22:42; 23:34, 46; John
1:14; Acts 1:4; 2:33; Rom. 6:4;
8:15; 15:6; 1 Cor. 8:6; 15:24;
2 Cor. 1:3; 6:18; Gal. 1:1, 3, 4;
4:6; Eph. 1:17; Phil. 2:11; Col.
1:19; 2:2; 1 Thess. 1:1; Heb. 12:7,
9; James 1:27; 3:9; 1 Pet. 1:2, 17;
2 Pet. 1:17; 1 John 1:2; 2 John
3:4, 9; Jude 1.

THE SON
Matt. 11:27; Mark 13:32; Luke 1:32;

John 1:18; Acts 8:37; 9:20; Rom.
1:4; 2 Cor. 1:19; Gal. 2:20; Eph.
4:13; Heb. 4:14; 1 John 2:22; Rev.
2:18. See CHRIST.

THE HOLY SPIRIT
Attributes and action
Eternal, Heb. 9:14.

Omnipresent, Ps. 139:7–13.
Omniscient, 1 Cor. 2:10.
Omnipotent, Luke 1:35; Rom. 15:19.
the Spirit of glory and of God, 1 Pet.

4:14.
Author of the new birth, John 3:5, 6,

with 1 John 5:4.
inspiring Scripture, 2 Tim. 3:16, with

2 Pet. 1:21.
the source of wisdom, Is. 11:2; John

14:26; 16:13; 1 Cor. 12:8.
the source of miraculous power, Matt.

12:28, with Luke 11:20; Acts
19:11, with Rom. 15:19.

appointing and sending ministers, Acts
13:2, 4, with Matt. 9:38; Acts
20:28.

directing where the gospel should be
preached, Acts 16:6, 7, 10.

dwelling in saints, John 14:17, with
1 Cor. 14:25; 3:16, with 1 Cor.
6:19.

Comforter of the church, Acts 9:31,
with 2 Cor. 1:3.

sanctifying the church, Ezek. 37:28,
with Rom. 15:16.

the Witness, Heb. 10:15, with 1 John
5:9.

convincing of sin, of righteousness, and
of judgment, John 16:8–11.

Personality of:
He creates and gives life, Job 33:4.
He appoints and commissions His

servants, Is. 48:16; Acts 13:2;
20:28.

He directs where to preach, Acts 8:29;
10:19, 20.

He does not permit Paul to go to
Bithynia, Acts 16:6, 7.

He instructs Paul what to preach, 1 Cor.
2:13.

He spoke in, and by, the prophets, Acts
1:16; 1 Pet. 1:11, 12; 2 Pet. 1:21.

He strives with sinners, Gen. 6:3; can
be vexed, Is. 63:10; teaches, John
14:26; 1 Cor. 12:13; dwells with
saints, John 14:17; testifies of
Christ, John 15:26; reproves, John
16:8; guides, John 16:13; glorifies
Christ, John 16:14; can be tested,
Acts 5:9; can be resisted, Acts
7:51; comforts, Acts 9:31; helps
our infirmities, Rom. 8:26;
searches all things, Rom. 11:33,
34, with 1 Cor. 2:10, 11;
sanctifies, Rom. 15:16; 1 Cor.
6:11; works according to His own
will, 1 Cor. 12:11.

As Comforter:
proceeds from the Father, John 15:26.
given by Christ, Is. 61:1; Luke 4:18; by

the Father, John 14:16; through
Christ’s intercession, John 14:16.

sent in the name of Christ, John 14:26.
sent by Christ from the Father, John

15:26; 16:7.
as such He abides for ever with saints,

John 14:16; dwells with, and in
saints, John 14:17; is known by
saints, John 14:17; teaches saints,
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John 14:26; testifies of Christ, John
15:26.

the Holy Spirit edifies the church, Acts
9:31; imparts the love of God,
Rom. 5:3–5; communicates joy to
saints, Rom. 14:17; Gal. 5:22;
1 Thess. 1:6; imparts hope, Rom.
15:13; Gal. 5:5.

the world cannot receive, John 14:17.
As Teacher

promised, Prov. 1:23.
as the Spirit of wisdom, Is. 11:2; 40:13,

14.
given to saints, Neh. 9:20; 1 Cor. 2:12,

13.
in answer to prayer, Eph. 1:16, 17.
necessity for, 1 Cor. 2:9, 10.
as such He directs in the way of

godliness, Is. 30:21; Ezek. 36:27;
teaches saints to answer
persecutors, Mark 13:11; Luke
12:12; reveals the future, Luke
2:26; Acts 21:11; brings the words
of Christ to remembrance, John
14:26; guides into all truth, John
14:26; 16:13; reveals the things of
Christ, John 16:14; directs the
decisions of the church, Acts
15:28; reveals the things of God,
1 Cor. 2:10, 13; enables ministers
to teach, 1 Cor. 12:8.

the natural man will not receive the
things of, 1 Cor. 2:14.

all are invited to attend to the
instruction of, Rev. 2:7, 11, 29.

Emblems of
Water: John 3:5; 7:38, 39; fertilizing,

Ps. 1:3; Is. 27:3, 6; 44:3, 4; 58:11;
refreshing, Ps. 46:4; Is. 41:17, 18;
freely given, Is. 55:1; John 4:14;
Rev. 22:17; cleansing, Ezek. 16:9;
36:25; Eph. 5:26; Heb. 10:22;
abundant, John 7:37, 38.

Fire, Matt. 3:11; illuminating, Ex.
13:21; Ps. 78:14; Zech. 4; Rev.
4:5; purifying, Is. 4:4; Mal. 3:2,3;
searching, Zeph. 1:12, with 1 Cor.
2:10.

Wind: powerful, 1 Kin. 19:11, with
Acts 2:2; reviving, Ezek. 37:9, 10,
14; independent, John 3:8; 1 Cor.
12:11; sensible in its effects, John
3:8.

Oil: Ps. 45:7; consecrating, Ex. 29:7;
30:30; Is. 61:1; comforting, Is.
61:3; Heb. 1:9; illuminating, Matt.
25:3, 4; 1 John 2:20, 27; healing,
Luke 10:34; Rev. 3:18.

Rain and Dew, Ps. 72:6; imperceptible,
2 Sam. 17:12, with Mark 4:26–28;
refreshing, Ps. 68:9; Is. 18:4;
abundant, Ps. 133:3; fertilizing,
Ezek. 34:26, 27; Hos. 6:3; 10:12;
14:5.

A Dove, Matt. 3:16; gentle, Matt.
10:16, with Gal. 5:22.

A Voice, Is. 6:8; guiding, Is. 30:21,
with John 16:13; speaking, Matt.
10:20; warning, Heb. 3:7–11.

A Seal, Rev. 7:2; authenticating, John

6:27; 2 Cor. 1:22; securing, Eph.
1:13, 14; 4:30.

THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
by the Father, Neh. 9:20; Luke 11:13.
to Christ without measure, John 3:34.
by the Son, John 20:22.
given for instruction, Neh. 9:20; after

the exaltation of Christ, Ps. 68:18;
John 7:39; in answer to prayer,
Luke 11:13; Eph. 1:16, 17;
through the intercession of Christ,
John 14:16; for comfort of saints,
John 14:16; to those who repent
and believe, Acts 2:38; according
to promise, Acts 2:38, 39; to those
who obey God, Acts 5:32; to the
Gentiles, Acts 10:44, 45; 11:17;
15:8.

is abundant, Ps. 68:9; John 7:38, 39.
is permanent, Is. 59:21; Hag. 2:5;

1 Pet. 4:14.
a pledge of the continued favor of God,

Ezek. 39:29; of the inheritance of
the saints, 2 Cor. 1:22; 5:5; Eph.
1:14.

received through faith, Gal. 3:14.
an evidence of union with Christ,

1 John 3:24; 4:13.

GOD’S CALL
Resisting God’s Call, Judg. 6.

GOD’S PHYSICAL ATTRIBUTES
The Physical Attributes of God, Ex.

8:18.

GOD’S PRESENCE
God’s Presence Manifested Through

Nature, Ex. 3:6.

GOD’S Word, Ps. 119:1.

GODS
in the N.T., 1 Cor. 8.
of Egypt, Ex. 14:23.
of Israel and Judah, 2 Chr. 25.
of the Assyrians and Babylonians, Jer.

50.

GOG and Magog, prophecy, Ezek.
38:2.

GOLD, typical meaning, Ex. 25:1.

GOLGOTHA, meaning, Mark 15:22.

GOMER, progenitor of Celts, Gen.
10:2.

GOMORRAH and Sodom, Gen. 19:28.

GOSPEL
Summary, Rev. 14:6.
of God’s grace, 1 Cor. 15:1.
test of, Gal. 1:6.
of Christ, its teaching and works, Matt.

4:23; 24:14; Mark 1:14; Luke
2:10; 20:21; Acts 13:26; 14:3;
20:21; Rom. 1:2, 9, 16; 2:16;
10:8; 16:25; 1 Cor. 1:18; 2:13;
15:1; 2 Cor. 4:4; 5:19; 6:7; Eph.
1:13; 3:2; 6:15; Phil. 2:16; Col.
1:5; 3:16; 1 Thess. 1:5; 2:8; 3:2;
1 Tim. 1:11; 6:3; Heb. 4:2; 1 Pet.
1:12, 25; 4:17.

preached to Abraham, Gal. 3:8; to the

poor and others, Matt. 11:5; Mark
1:15; 13:10; 16:15; Luke 4:18;
24:47; Acts 13:46; 14; 1 Cor.
1:17; 9:16; Gal. 2:2; Rev. 14:6.

its effects, Mark 1:15; 8:35; Luke 2:10,
14; 19:8; Acts 4:32; Rom. 1:16;
12; 13; 15:29; 16:26; 2 Cor. 8; 9;
Gal. 1:16; 2:14; Eph. 4–6; Phil.
1:5, 17, 27; Col. 1:23; 3; 4;
1 Thess. 1; 2; Titus 2; 3; James 1;
1 & 2 Pet.; 1 John 3; Jude 3.

rejected by the Jews, Acts 13:26;
28:25; Rom. 9–11; 1 Thess. 2:16.

from whom hid, 1 Cor. 1:23; 2:8;
2 Cor. 4:3.

GOSPELS
The Four, Introduction, p. 1295.
Synoptic, p. 1297, Introduction.

GOVERNMENT, Human, dispensation
of, Gen. 8:15.

GRACE
Summary, John 1:17.
believer’s standing in, 1 Cor. 1:2.
imparted, Summary, 2 Pet. 3:18.
of God and Jesus Christ, Ps. 84:11;

Zech. 4:7; Luke 2:40; John 1:16;
Acts 20:24; Rom. 11:5; 1 Cor.
15:10; 2 Cor. 8:9; 2 Tim. 1:9;
1 Pet. 5:5.

salvation through, Acts 15:11; Rom.
3:24; 4:4; Eph. 2:5; 2 Thess. 2:16;
Titus 3:7; 1 Pet. 1:10.

effects of, 2 Cor. 1:12; Titus 2:11;
1 Pet. 4:10. See GOSPEL.

prayer for, Rom. 16:20; 1 Tim. 1:2;
Heb. 4:16.

danger of abusing, Rom. 6; Jude 4; and
departing from, Gal. 5:4.

exhortations concerning, 2 Tim. 1:9;
Heb. 12:15, 28; 2 Pet. 3:18.

GRAIN offering, type of Christ, Lev.
2:1.

GRAVE, Hab. 2:5.

GRAVES opened, Matt. 27:52.

GROVES, Deut. 16:21; Judg. 3:7.

HABAKKUK’S love for God, Hab. 3:18.

HADES, meaning, Luke 16:23.

HAGAR
Abraham’s treatment of, Gen. 21:13.
typical significance, Gen. 16:3.

HALLELUJAH Psalms, Ps. 113:1.

HAMMURABI, Code of, Gen. 21:13.

HAND of God
for blessing, 2 Chr. 30:12; Ezra 7:9;

8:18; Neh. 2:18.
for chastisement, Deut. 2:15; Ruth

1:13; Job 2:10; 19:21; 1 Pet. 5:6.

HANGINGS of the Tabernacle, Ex.
27:9,16.

HEALING
Luke 5:12; 9:11.
not in the atonement, Is. 53:4.
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HEALTH
of body, Gen. 43:28; 3 John 2.
spiritual, Ps. 42:11; Prov. 3:8; 12:18;

Is. 58:8; Jer. 8:15; 30:17; 33:6.

HEART
of man, Gen. 6:5; 8:21; Eccl. 8:11; 9:3;

Jer. 17:9; Matt. 12:34; 15:19;
Luke 6:45; Rom. 2:5.

searched and tested by God, 1 Chr.
28:9; 29:17; Ps. 44:21; 139:23;
Prov. 21:2; 24:12; Jer. 12:3;
17:10; 20:12; Rev. 2:23.

enlightened, etc., by Him, 2 Cor. 4:6;
Ps. 27:14; Prov. 16:1; 1 Thess.
3:13; 2 Pet. 1:19.

a new h. promised, Jer. 24:7; 31:32;
32:39; Ezek. 11:19; 36:26.

HEAVEN
the expanse, created, Gen. 1:1, 8; Ps. 8;

19; Is. 40:22; Rev. 10:6.
dwelling place of God, 1 Kin. 8:30; Ps.

2:4; 115:3; 123:1; Is. 6:1; 66:1;
Ezek. 1; 10; Matt. 6:9; Acts 7:49;
Heb. 8:1; Rev. 4.

happiness of, Ps. 16:11; Is. 49:10; Dan.
12:3; Matt. 5:12; 13:43; Luke
12:37; John 12:26; 14:1; 17:24;
1 Cor. 2:9; 13:12; 1 Pet. 1:4; Rev.
7:16; 14:13; 21:4; 22:3.

who enter, Matt. 5:3; 25:34; Rom.
8:17; Heb. 12:23; 1 Pet. 1:4; Rev.
7:9, 14.

who do not enter, Matt. 7:21; 25:41;
Luke 13:27; 1 Cor. 6:9; Gal. 5:21;
Rev. 21:8; 22:15.

the new, Rev. 21:1.

HEAVEN, kingdom. See kingdom of
heaven.

HEAVENLY PLACES, in the, Eph. 1:3.

HEAVENS
new, prediction of, Is. 65:17.
the three, 2 Cor. 12:2.

HEBREW, derivation of word, Gen.
14:13.

HELL, Matt. 5:22, Luke 16:23. See also
HADES.

HERESIES
deprecated, 1 Cor. 11:19; Gal. 5:20;

2 Pet. 2:1. See Rom. 16:17; 1 Cor.
1:10; 3:3; 14:33; Phil. 2:3; 4:2;
Titus 3:10; Jude 19.

HEROD the Great, Matt. 2:1.
MAP: THE HOLY LAND UNDER HEROD THE

GREAT, Matt. 2.

HERODIANS, Matt. 22:16.

HERODS of the N.T., Mark 6:14.

HEZEKIAH, 2 Kin. 18:13.
King Hezekiah’s Accomplishments,

2 Kin. 20.

HEZRON, 1 Chr. 2:5.

HIGH places, 1 Kin. 3:2.

HIGH priest
Christ as, Ex. 29:5.

typical meaning, Ex. 28:1; Lev. 8:12.
High Priests in Israel, 1 Sam. 4.

HIGH priestly prayer of Christ, John
17:1.

HINNOM, Valley of, Jer. 7:31.

HISTORICAL Books, Introduction, p.
302.

HITTITES, 2 Kin. 7:6.

HOLINESS
commanded, Ex. 19:22; Lev. 11:44;

20:7; Num. 15:40; Deut. 7:6;
26:19; 28:9; Luke 1:75; Rom.
12:1; 2 Cor. 7:1; Eph. 1:4; 4:24;
Col. 3:12; 1 Thess. 2:12; 1 Tim.
2:15; Heb. 12:14; 1 Pet. 1:15;
2 Pet. 3:11; Rev. 22:11.

Greek word for, Matt. 4:5.

HOLY SPIRIT
See GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT.
O.T. Summary, Zech. 12:10.
N.T. Summary, Acts 2:4.
blasphemy against the, Matt. 12:31.
comes on Gentile believers, Acts 10:44.
as comforter, John 14:16.
fruit of, Gal. 5:22.
gifts of, 1 Cor. 12:1; Eph. 4:11.
given to believers, Acts 2:4; 10:44;

19:2.
gives victory over flesh, Jude 23.
impartation of, John 20:22.
promise, Luke 11:13.
prophecy in Joel, Joel 2:28.
poured out, Zech. 10:1.
as seal, Eph. 1:13.
sins against, Acts 2:4.
symbols of, Acts 2:4.

HONOR
due to God, Ps. 29:2; 71:8; 145:5; Mal.

1:6; 1 Tim. 1:17; Rev. 4:11; 5:13.
granted by God, 1 Kin. 3:13; Esth.

8:16; Prov. 3:16; 4:8; 8:18; 22:4;
29:23; Dan. 5:18; John 12:26.

due to parents, Ex. 20:12; Deut. 5:16;
Matt. 15:4; Eph. 6:2.

to the aged, Lev. 19:32; 1 Tim. 5:1.
to the king, 1 Pet. 2:17.

HOPE
good h., Ps. 16:9; 22:9; 31:24; Acts

24:15; 28:20; Rom. 15:13.
of the wicked will perish, Job 8:13;

11:20; 27:8.
comfort of, Job 11:18; Ps. 146:5; Prov.

10:28; 14:32; Jer. 17:7; Lam.
3:21; Acts 24:15; Rom. 12:12;
15:4; 1 Cor. 13:13; Eph. 1:18;
4:4; Col. 1:5; Heb. 3:6.

encouragement under, Ps. 31:24; 42:5;
130:7; Lam. 3:26; Rom. 8:24;
15:13; Col. 1:23; Titus 2:13; Heb.
3:6; 6:11; 1 Pet. 1:13.

prisoners of, Zech. 9:12.
effect of, Rom. 5:5; 8:24; 15:4; 1 Cor.

13:7; 1 John 3:3.
gift of God, Gal. 5:5; 2 Thess. 2:16;

Titus 1:2; 1 Pet. 1:3.
ready to give reason for, 1 Pet. 3:15.

HORITES, Gen. 36:20.

HORN, meaning, Deut. 33:17; Zech.
1:18.

HOSPITALITY
Rom. 12:13; Titus 1:8; Heb. 13:2;

1 Pet. 4:9.
instances of: Abraham, Gen. 18; Lot,

Gen. 19; Laban, Gen. 24:31;
Jethro, Ex. 2:20; Manoah, Judg.
13:15; Samuel, 1 Sam. 9:22;
David, 2 Sam. 6:19; Barzillai, etc.,
2 Sam. 17:27; 19:32; The
Shunammite, 2 Kin. 4:8;
Nehemiah, Neh. 5:18; Job, Job
31:17; Matthew, Luke 5:29;
Zacchaeus, Luke 19:6; Lydia, Acts
16:15; Publius, etc., Acts 28:2;
Gaius, 3 John 5.

HUMAN Government, dispensation of,
Gen. 8:15.

HUMANITY, three classes, 1 Cor. 2:14.

HURAM, 1 Kin. 7:13.

HYSSOP, Ps. 51:7.

I AM, Ex. 3:14.

IDOLATRY
Ex. 20:2; 22:20; 23:13; Lev. 26:1;

Deut. 4:15; 5:7; 11:16; 17:2;
18:9; 27:15; Ps. 97:7; Jer. 2:11;
1 Cor. 10:7, 14; 1 John 5:21.

folly of, 1 Kin. 18:26; Ps. 115:4;
135:15; Is. 40:19; 41; 44:9; 46:1;
Jer. 2:26; 10.

forbidden, Deut. 16:21; Judg. 6:25;
1 Kin. 14:15; 15:13; 16:33; 2 Kin.
17:16; 21:3; 23:4.

monuments of, to be destroyed, Ex.
23:24; 34:13; Deut. 7:5.

enticers to, Deut. 13:1.
Israelites guilty of, Ex. 32; Num. 25;

Judg. 2:11; 3:7; 8:33; 18:30;
2 Kin. 17:12; also Micah, Judg. 17;
Solomon, 1 Kin. 11:5; Jeroboam,
1 Kin. 12:28; Ahab, etc., 1 Kin.
16:31; 18:19; Manasseh, 2 Kin.
21:4; Ahaz, 2 Chr. 28:2;
Nebuchadnezzar, etc., Dan. 3; 5;
inhabitants of Lystra, Acts 14:11;
Athens, Acts 17:16; Ephesus, Acts
19:28.

zeal of Asa against, 1 Kin. 15:12.
of Jehoshaphat, 2 Chr. 17:6.
of Hezekiah, 2 Chr. 30:13.
of Josiah, 2 Chr. 34.
punishment of, Deut. 17:2; Jer. 8:1;

16:1; 44:21; Hos. 8:5; 1 Cor. 6:9;
Eph. 5:5; Rev. 14:9; 21:8; 22:15.

IMMANUEL, Matt. 1:23.

IMPUTATION, meaning, James 2:23.

INCENSE, altar of, type of Christ, Ex.
30:1.

INNOCENCE, dispensation of, Gen.
1:28.

INSPIRATION, Summary, 2 Tim. 3:16;
1 Cor. 2:13; 2 Pet. 1:19.
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INTERCESSION
of Christ, Luke 23:34; Rom. 8:34; Heb.

7:25; 1 John 2:1.
predicted, Is. 53:12.
of the Holy Spirit, Rom. 8:26.
to be made for all men, 1 Tim. 2:1;

Eph. 6:18; for kings, 1 Tim. 2:2.
asked for by Paul, Rom. 15:30; 2 Cor.

1:11; Col. 4:3; 1 Thess. 5:25;
2 Thess. 3:1; Heb. 13:18.

INTRODUCTION to
Four Gospels, p. 1295.
General Epistles, p. 1684.
Historical Books, p. 302.
Pauline Epistles, p. 1547.
Pentateuch, p. xxii.
Poetical and Wisdom Books, p. 699.
Prophetic Books, p. 908.

INVASIONS, Assyrian, Is. 36:1.

ISAAC
marriage of, typical significance, Gen.

24:1.
type of Christ, Gen. 21:3; 22:9.

ISAIAH
Authorship of, Is. 40.
Popular Readings from, Is. 55.
prophet, Is. 1:1; 2:1.
prophesies concerning various nations,

Is. 7; 8; 10; 13–23; 45–47.
referred to in Matt. 3:3; 4:14; 8:17;

12:17; 13:14; 15:7; Mark 1:3;
Luke 3:4; 4:17; John 1:23; 12:38;
Acts 8:32; 28:25; Rom. 9:27;
10:16; 15:12.

ISHMAEL, Gen. 16:11.

ISRAEL
Summary, Rom. 11:26.
blessing, three “untils,” Matt. 23:39.
call, purpose of, Gen. 11:10.
center of divine counsels, Is. 10:12.
cycle of her actions, Judg. 3.
deterioration, 2 Chr. 31:21.
in exile, Is. 40:1.
future judgment, Ezek. 20:37.
future salvation, Rom. 11:1.
last days, order of events, Joel 1:4.
the LORD’S controversy with, Is. 1:2.
past, present and future, Hos. 3:5.
restoration of, Ezek. 34:12; 36:1; Zech.

2:1.
restoration of, final, Jer. 23:3.
restoration of, the order, Ezek. 37:1.
second national census, Num. 26.
spies of, Num. 13.
spiritual and natural, Rom. 9:6.
ten lost tribes, so-called, 2 Ki. 17:23.
“wife” of the LORD, Hos. 2:2.
and Judah, kings of, 1 Kin. 12:19.

ISRAELITES
descendants of Israel, Ex. 9:7.
in Egypt, Ex. 1–12.
the first Passover instituted, Ex. 12.
flight from Egypt, Ex. 12:31.
pass through the Red Sea, Ex. 14.
their journeys, Ex. 14:1, 19; Num.

9:15; Ps. 78:14.
Israel’s Complaints, Num. 11.

fed by manna and water in the
wilderness, Ex. 16:4; 17:1; Num.
11; 20.

God’s covenant with at Mt. Sinai, Ex.
19; 20; Deut. 29:10.

their idolatry, Ex. 32. See also 2 Kin.
17; Ezra 9; Neh. 9; Ezek. 20; 22;
23; Acts 7:39; 1 Cor. 10:1.

their rebellious conduct related by
Moses, Deut. 1; 2; 9.

conquer and divide Canaan under
Joshua, Josh. 1; 12; 13.

governed by judges, Judg. 2; by kings,
1 Sam. 10; 2 Sam.; 1 & 2 Kin.; 1 &
2 Chr.

their captivity in Assyria, 2 Kin. 17; in
Babylon, 2 Kin. 25; 2 Chr. 36; Jer.
39; 52; their return, Ezra; Neh.;
Hag.; Zech.

God’s wrath against, Ps. 78; 106;
deliverances of, Ps. 105.

their sufferings our examples, 1 Cor.
10:6.

JACOB
at Haran, significance, Gen. 29:1.
seven years’ wait, Gen. 29:28.
spiritual growth, Gen. 49:28.
twelve sons, Gen. 35:22.
his birth, Gen. 25:26; birthright, 25:33;

blessing, 27:27; sent to Padan-
aram, 27:43; 28:1; his vision of
the ladder, and vow, 28:10;
marriages, 29; sons, 29:31; 30;
dealings with Laban, 31; his vision
of God’s host, 32:1; his prayer,
32:9; wrestles with an angel,
32:24; Hos. 12:4; reconciled with
Esau, Gen. 33; builds an altar at
Bethel, 35:1; his grief for Joseph
and Benjamin, 37; 42:38; 43; goes
down to Egypt, 46; brought before
Pharaoh, 47:7; blesses his sons,
48; 49.

his death, and burial, Gen. 49:33; 50.
See Ps. 105:23; Mal. 1:2; Rom.
9:10; Heb. 11:21.

Map: Journeys of Jacob, Gen. 30:29.

JAMES, four in the N.T., Matt. 4:21

JEHOIACHIN, prophecy relating to,
Jer. 22:30.

JEHOVAH, Ex. 34:6.

JEHOVAH ELOHIM, Ex. 34:6.

JEHOVAH-JIREH, Ex. 34:6.

JEHOVAH-NISSI, Ex. 34:6.

JEHOVAH-RAPHA, Ex. 34:6.

JEHOVAH SABAOTH, 1 Sam. 1:3.

JEHOVAH-SHALOM, Ex. 34:6.

JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH, Ex. 34:6.

JEHOVAH-TSIDKENU, Ex. 34:6.

JEPHTHAH’S vow, Judg. 11:39.

JEREMIAH (prophet)
sash of, Jer. 13:7.
events of his life, Jer. 25.
first message to Judah, Jer. 2:1.

Israel’s future, Jer. 30:1.
message from the Temple gate, Jer. 7:1.
message on broken covenant, Jer. 11:1.
prison experiences, Jer. 37:11.
prophecies, arrangement, Jer. 36:32.
second message to Judah, Jer. 3:6.
sign of marred vessel, Jer. 18:2.
sign of unmarried prophet, Jer. 16:1.
his call and visions, Jer. 1.
his mission, Jer. 1:17; 7.
his complaint, Jer. 20:14.
his message to Zedekiah, Jer. 21:3;

34:1.
foretells the seventy years’ captivity,

Jer. 25:8.
arraigned, condemned, but delivered,

Jer. 26.
denounces the false prophet Hananiah,

Jer. 28:5.
writes to the captives in Babylon, Jer.

29.
his promises of comfort and redemption

to Israel, Jer. 31.
writes a scroll, Jer. 36:4; Baruch reads

it, Jer. 36:8.
imprisoned by Zedekiah, Jer. 32; 37;

38.
released, Jer. 38:7.
predicts slaughter of innocents, Jer.

31:15; fulfilled, Matt. 2:17.
with all the remnant of Judah carried

into Egypt, Jer. 43:4.
various predictions, Jer. 46–51; 51:59.
mentioned, Matt. 16:14; 27:9.
MAP: JEREMIAH’S JOURNEY TO EGYPT, Jer.

44.

JERUSALEM
decree to restore, Neh. 2:5.
destruction of, Matt. 24:16; Luke

21:20.
first mention of, Gen. 14:18.
yet to be religious center, Zech. 8:23.
Adoni-Zedek, king of, slain by Joshua,

Josh. 10.
borders of, Josh. 15:8.
David reigns there, 2 Sam. 5:6.
the ark brought there, 2 Sam. 6.
saved from the plague, 2 Sam. 24:16.
Temple built at, 1 Kin. 5–8; 2 Chr. 1–7.
sufferings from war, 1 Kin. 14:25;

2 Kin. 14:14; 25; 2 Chr. 12;
25:24; 36; Jer. 39; 52.

capture and destruction by
Nebuchadnezzar, Jer. 52:12–15.

captives return: and rebuilding of the
Temple begun by Cyrus, Ezra 1–3;
continued by Artaxerxes, Neh. 2.

wall rebuilt and dedicated by
Nehemiah, Neh. 12:38.

abominations there, Ezek. 16:2.
presentation of Christ at, Luke 2:22.
the child, Jesus, tarries at, Luke 2:42.
Christ rides into, Matt. 21:1; Mark

11:7; Luke 19:35; John 12:14;
laments over it, Matt. 23:37; Luke
13:34; 19:41; foretells its
destruction, Matt. 24; Mark 13;
Luke 13:34; 17; 23; 19:41; 21;
21:20.
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disciples filled with the Holy Spirit at,
Acts 2:4.

which is above, Gal. 4:26.
the new, Rev. 21:2.
MAP: JERUSALEM DURING THE MINISTRY OF

JESUS, LUKE 20.
MAP: JERUSALEM DURING THE TIME OF THE

PROPHETS, Hos. 16.
MAP: JERUSALEM OF DAVID, 2 Sam. 5.
MAP: JERUSALEM OF THE RETURNING EXILES,

Neh. 3.
MAP: JERUSALEM OF SOLOMON, 1 Kin. 3.

JESUS
derivation of name, Ex. 14:30.
name given by God, Matt. 1:21. See

CHRIST

Similarities Between Joseph and Jesus,
Gen. 37:2.

MAP: JESUS’ BAPTISM AND TEMPTATION,
Matt. 3.

MAP: JESUS IN GALILEE, John 6.
MAP: JESUS IN JUDEA AND SAMARIA, John 4.
MAP: JESUS’ MINISTRY BEYOND GALILEE,

Mark 5.
MAP: THE JOURNEYS OF JESUS’ BIRTH,

Matt. 2.

JOB
problems in, Job 14:14; 23:10; 32:1.
his losses and restoration, Job 42.

JOHN
Matt. 3:1.
the apostle, called, Matt. 4:21; Mark

1:19; Luke 5:10.
ordained, Matt. 10:2; Mark 3:17.
inquires of Jesus, Mark 13:3.
reproved, Matt. 20:20; Mark 10:35–40;

Luke 9:50.
sent to prepare the Passover, Luke

22:8.
declares the divinity and humanity of

Jesus Christ, John 1; 1 John 1; 
4; 5.

Christ’s love for, John 13:23; 19:26;
21:7, 20, 24.

his care for Mary; the Lord’s mother,
John 19:27.

meets for prayer, Acts 1:13.
accompanies Peter before the Council,

Acts 3; 4.
exhorts to obedience and warns against

false teachers, 1 John 1–5.
sees Christ’s glory in heaven, Rev. 1:13.
writes Revelation, Rev. 1:19.
forbidden to worship the angel, Rev.

19:10; 22:8.

JOHN THE BAPTIST
and Elijah, Matt. 17:10.
greatness, Matt. 11:11.
in prophecy, Mal. 3:1.
his coming foretold, Is. 40:3; Mal. 4:5;

Luke 1:17.
his birth and circumcision, Luke 1:57.
office, preaching, and baptism, Matt. 3;

Mark 1; Luke 3; John 1:6; 3:26;
Acts 1:5; 13:24.

baptizes Christ, Matt. 3; Mark 1; Luke
3; John 1:32; 3:26.

imprisoned by Herod, Matt. 4:12; Mark

1:14; Luke 3:20; and beheaded,
Matt. 14; Mark. 6:14.

sends his disciples to Christ, Matt.
11:1; Luke 7:18.

Christ’s testimony to, Matt. 11:11, 14;
17:12; Mark 9:11; Luke 7:27.

his disciples receive the Holy Spirit,
Acts 18:24; 19:1.

JONAH
historicity confirmed, Matt. 12:41.
message of, Jon. 3:4.
miracle of, Jon. 1:17.
type of Christ, p. 1230, Introduction.
MAP: THE BOOK OF JONAH, Jon. 4.

JORDAN
passage over, significance, Josh. 3:1.
valley, Gen. 13:10.

JOSEPH son of Jacob
Similarities Between Joseph and Jesus,

Gen. 37:2.
Gen. 30:24. See Ps. 105:17; Acts 7:9;

Heb. 11:22.
his dreams, and the jealousy of his

brothers, Gen. 37:5.
sold to the Ishmaelites, Gen. 37:28.
slave to Potiphar, Gen. 39.
resists Potiphar’s wife, Gen. 39:7.
interprets the dreams of Pharaoh’s

servants, Gen. 40; and of Pharaoh,
predicting famine. Gen. 41:25.

made ruler of Egypt, Gen. 41:39.
prepares for the famine, Gen. 41:48.
receives his brothers and father, Gen.

42–46.
gives direction concerning his bones,

Gen. 50:25.
his death, Gen. 50:26.
MAP: JOSEPH AND HIS BROTHERS GO TO

EGYPT, Gen. 39:5.

JOSEPH son of Heli
husband of the Virgin, Matt. 1:19; 2:13,

19; Luke 1:27; 2:4.

JOSEPH of Arimathea
Matt. 27:57; Mark 15:42; Luke 23:50;

John 19:38.

JOSEPH (Barsabbas), Justus
Acts 1:23.

JOSHUA
last counsels of, Josh. 23:2.
type of Christ, Josh. 1:1.
Num. 13:8; 14:6.
(Hoshea), son of Nun, 1 Chr. 7:27; Heb.

4:8.
vanquishes Amalek, Ex. 17:9.
ministers to Moses, Ex. 24:13; 32:17;

33:11.
spies out Canaan, Num. 13:16.
trusts God for land, Num. 14:6.
ordained to succeed Moses, Num.

27:18; 34:17; Deut. 1:38; 3:28;
34:9.

reassured by God, Josh. 1.
harangues his officers, Josh. 1:10.
crosses river Jordan, Josh. 3.
erects memorial pillars, Josh. 4.
reenacts circumcision, Josh. 5.
assaults and destroys Jericho, Josh. 6.

condemns Achan, Josh. 7.
subdues Ai, Josh. 8.
his victories, Josh. 10–12.
apportions the land, Josh. 14–21; Heb.

4:8.
his charge to the Reubenites, Josh. 22.
exhortation to the people, Josh. 23.
reminds them of God’s mercies, Josh.

24.
renews the covenant, Josh. 24:14.
his death, Josh. 24:29; Judg. 2:8.
his curse, Josh. 6:26; fulfilled, 1 Kin.

16:34.
an occasion recalled, Neh. 8:17.

JOURNEY
MAP: PAUL’S FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY,

Acts 13.
MAP: PAUL’S SECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY,

Acts 16.
MAP: PAUL’S THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY,

Acts 20.
MAP: PAUL’S JOURNEY TO ROME, Acts 27.
MAP: PHILIP AND PETER’S MISSIONARY

JOURNEYS, Acts 8.

JUDAH
after fall of Israel, 2 Kin. 18:7.
captivity of, Jer. 29:1.
significance of drought, Jer. 14:1.
invasions of, Is. 36:1.
messages to, Jer. 2:1; 3:6; 7:1; 11:1.

JUDAH and Israel, kings of, 1 Kin.
12:19.

JUDAISM, Rom. 2:29; Gal. 1:14.

JUDGE, Christ as, Rev. 19:11.

JUDGES
office defined, Judg. 2:18.
Judges and Their Accomplishments,

Judg. 10.
MAP: THE TWELVE JUDGES, Judg. 10.

JUDGMENT
altar a place of, Amos 9:1.
of believer’s sins, John 12:31.
of believer’s works, 2 Cor. 5:10.
divine, basic principles, Rom. 2:2.
of fallen angels, Jude 6.
final (great white throne), Rev. 20:12.
of individual Gentiles, Matt. 25:32.
Israel in future, Ezek. 20:37.
a prehistoric, Is. 45:18.
of Satan, Rev. 20:10.
of self, 1 Cor. 11:31.
of angels, Matt. 25:41; 2 Pet. 2:4; Jude

6; Rev. 20:10.
of Christian’s life and works, 1 Cor.

3:11; 2 Cor. 5:10; Col. 3:24;
2 Tim. 4:8.

of Gentile nations, Matt. 25:31.
of Israel, Ps 50; Ezek. 20:33; Mal. 3:2;

4:1.
of Satan, Is. 14:12; Matt. 25:41; John

12:31; 16:11; Rev. 12:9;
20:2,3,10.

of self by the Christian, 1 Cor. 11:31;
Heb. 12:7.

of sin, John 5:24; Rom. 5:9; 8:1; Gal.
3:13.

to whom committed, John 5:22.
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Last, Rev. 20:11.
MAP: GOD’S JUDGMENT IN AMOS, Amos 2.

JUDGMENTS, Summary, Rev. 20:12.

JUST shall live by faith, Hab. 2:3,4.

JUSTICE, divine, Ezek. 7:27.

JUSTICE of God
Deut. 32:4; Job 4:17; 8:3; 34:12; Is.

45:21; Zeph. 3:5; 1 John 1:9; Rev.
15:3.

to do, commanded, Lev. 19:36; Deut.
16:18; Ps. 82:3; Prov. 3:33; 11:1;
Jer. 22:3; Ezek. 18:5; 45:9; Mic.
6:8; Matt. 7:12; Phil. 4:8; Rom.
13:7; 2 Cor. 8:21; Col. 4:1.

JUSTIFICATION
Summary, Rom. 3:28.
Rom. 4:25; 5:16,18.
by faith, Hab. 2:4; Acts 13:39; Rom.

1:17; 3–5; Gal. 3:11.
by works, James 2:14–26.

KADESH BARNEA, significance, Num.
14:23.

KEYS of the kingdom, Matt. 16:19.

KING, Christ as, Zech. 9:9.

KINGDOM
O.T. Summary, Zech. 12:8.
N.T. Summary, 1 Cor. 15:24.
dispensation of, Rev. 20:4.
Messianic, Ps. 72:1.
moral characteristics of, Zech. 12:8.
nearness of, Matt. 4:17.
order of establishment, Ps. 2:6.
within, Luke 17:21.
of God, 1 Chr. 29:11; Ps. 22:28; 45:6;

145:11; Is. 24:23; Dan. 2:44.
of Christ, Is. 2; 4; 9; 11; 32; 35; 52; 61;

66; Matt. 16:28; 26:29; John
18:36; 2 Pet. 1:11.

of heaven, Matt. 3:2; 8:11; 11:11;
13:11.

who shall enter, Matt. 5:3; 7:21; Luke
9:62; John 3:3; Acts 14:22; Rom.
14:17; 1 Cor. 6:9; 15:50; 2 Thess.
1:5.

parables concerning, Matt. 13:24, etc.

KINGDOM Age, Rev. 20:4; Is. 65:17.

KINGDOM of God
Matt. 6:33; 21:43.
universal, Dan. 4:17.
is like . . . , Luke 13.

KINGDOM of heaven
defined, Matt. 3:2.
described, Is. 11:1; 32:1; 65:17; Mic.

4:1, Zech. 9:10; 12:1.
dispensation of, Rev. 20:4.
duration, Rev. 20:2.
Messianic, Dan. 7:13,14.
mysteries of, Matt. 13:3; 13:47.
nearness of, Matt. 4:17.
in symbol, Matt. 17:2.
time of, Hab. 2:14.

KINGDOM of Solomon, divided, 2 Chr.
10:16.

KINGDOMS
MAP: THE PTOLEMATIC AND SELEUCID

KINGDOMS, Dan. 11.

KINGS
of Daniel’s time, Dan. 5:18,29;

11:2–21, notes.
of Israel and Judah, 1 Kin. 12:19.
of Persia, Ezra 4:3.
chosen by God, Deut. 17:14; 1 Sam.

9:17; 1 Sam. 16:1; 1 Kin. 11:35;
1 Kin. 19:15; 1 Chr. 28:4; Dan.
2:21.

duty of, Prov. 25:2; Is. 49:23.
honor due to, Prov. 24:21; 25:6; Eccl.

8:2; 10:20; Matt. 22:21; Rom. 13;
1 Pet. 2:13, 17.

to be prayed for, 1 Tim. 2:1.
parable of the king and his servants,

Matt. 18:23; of the king and his
guests, Matt. 22:2.

The Kings of Israel and Judah, 2 Kin.
24.

KINSMAN type of redemption,
Summary, Is. 59:20.

KINSMAN-REDEEMER, Lev. 25:49.

KNOWLEDGE
man directed to acquire, Gen. 1:28.
given by God, Ex. 8:10; 18:16; 31:3;

2 Chr. 1:12; Ps. 119:66; Prov. 1:4;
2:6; Eccl. 2:26; Is. 28:9; Jer. 24:7;
31:33; Dan. 2:21; Matt. 11:25;
13:11; 1 Cor. 1:5; 2:12; 12:8.

advantages of, Ps. 89:15; Prov. 1:4, 7;
3:13; 4; 9:10; 10:14; 12:1; 13:16;
18:15; Eccl. 7:12; Mal. 2:7; Eph.
3:18; 4:13; James 3:13; 2 Pet.
2:20.

lack of, Prov. 1:22; 19:2; Jer. 4:22; Hos.
4:6; Rom. 1:28; 1 Cor. 15:34.

prayed for, John 17:3; Eph. 3:18; Col.
1:9; 2 Pet. 3:18.

sought, 1 Cor. 14:1; Heb. 6:1; 2 Pet.
1:5.

abuse of, 1 Cor. 8:1.
its responsibility, Num. 15:30; Deut.

17:12; Luke 12:47; John 15:22;
Rom. 1:21; 2:21; James 4:17.

imperfection of human, Eccl. 1:18; Is.
44:25; 1 Cor. 1:19; 3:19; 2 Cor.
1:12.

of good and evil, tree of, Gen. 2:9.

KORAH’S rebellion, Num. 16:10; Jude
11.

KOSMOS, Summary, Rev. 13:8; Matt.
4:8.

LABAN’S images (gods), Gen. 31:30.

LABOR
ordained for man, Gen. 3:19; Ps.

104:23; 1 Cor. 4:12.
when blessed by God, Prov. 10:16;

13:11; Eccl. 2:24; 4:9; 5:12, 19.

LAMENTATION
for Jacob, Gen. 50:10.
of David, for Saul and Jonathan, 2 Sam.

1:17
for Abner, 2 Sam. 3:31.

for Josiah, 2 Chr. 35:25.
for Tyre, Ezek. 26:17; 27:30; 28:12.
for Pharaoh, Ezek. 32.
for Christ, Luke 23:27.
for Stephen, Acts 8:2.
for Babylon, Rev. 18:10.

LAMENTATIONS, things mourned for
in, Lam. 3.

LAMPSTAND
type of Christ, Ex. 25:31.
Zechariah’s vision of, Zech. 4:2.

LAST days, the, Gen. 49:1; Acts 2:27.

LAVER, type of Christ, Ex. 30:18.

LAW
basic factors, Ex. 20:1, heading.
believer dead to, Rom. 6:15.
of Christ, Summary, 2 John 5.
Christ’s relation to, Matt. 5:17.
Christian doctrine of, Gal. 3:24.
descendant provision, Gen. 38:8; Ruth

4:5.
dispensation of, Ex. 19:1.
imposed, Ex. 19:3.
meanings in Romans, Rom. 7:21.
of Moses, Summary, Gal. 3:24.
oral, Mark 7:5.
purpose of, Gal. 3:19.
threefold giving of, Ex. 20:1.
as a tutor, Gal. 3:25.
Occasions of Public Reading of the

Book of the Law, Neh. 8.

LAW of God
given to Adam, Gen. 2:16; to Noah,

Gen. 9:3.

LAW of Moses
ordained, Ex. 21; Lev. 1; Num. 3; Deut.

12.
preserved on stone, Deut. 27:1; Josh.

8:32.
demands entire obedience, Deut.

27:26; Gal. 3:10; James 2:10.
described, Ps. 19:7; 119; Rom. 7:12.
to be studied by the king, Deut. 17:18.
read every seventh year, Deut. 31:9.
preserved in the ark, Deut. 31:24.
read by Joshua, Josh. 8:34; by Ezra,

Neh. 8.
book of, discovered by Hilkiah, 2 Kin.

22:8; and read by Josiah, 2 Kin.
23:2.

fulfilled by Christ, Matt. 5:17; Rom.
5:18.

abolished in Christ, Acts 15:24; 28:23;
Gal. 2–6; Eph. 2:15; Col. 2:14;
Heb. 7.

all guilty under, Rom. 3:20.
Christians redeemed from curse of,

John 1:17; Acts 13:39; 15:24, 28;
Rom. 10:4; Gal. 3:13.

LAWYER, meaning, Matt. 22:35.

LAYING on of hands, Acts 6:6.

LAZINESS
Prov. 12:24, 27; 15:19; 18:9; 19:15,

24; 21:25; 22:13; 24:30;
26:13–16; Eccl. 10:18; Matt.
25:26; Rom. 11:8.
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condemned, Prov. 6:4; Rom. 12:11;
13:11; 1 Thess. 5:6; Heb. 6:12.

LEAVEN, See YEAST.

LEGALIZING teachers refuted, Gal.
4:19.

LEPER, symbolical cleansing, Lev.
14:3,4,5.

LEPROSY
nature of, Lev. 13:2.
as a sign, Ex. 4:6.
type of Gospel cleansing, Lev. 14:3.

LETTERS
of David to Joab, 2 Sam. 11:14; of

Jezebel, 1 Kin. 21:9; of king of
Syria, 2 Kin. 5:5; of Jehu, 2 Kin.
10:1; of Elijah to Jehoram, 2 Chr.
21:12; of Hezekiah, 2 Chr. 30:1; of
Bishlam and Rehum, Ezra 4:7; of
Artaxerxes, Ezra 4:17; of Tatnai,
Ezra 5:6; of Sennacherib to
Hezekiah, Is. 37:10, 14; of
Jeremiah, Jer. 29:1; of the
Apostles, Acts 15:23; of Claudius
Lysias to Felix, Acts 23:25.

LETTERS to the seven churches, Rev.
1:20.

LEVITES, Num. 1:47.
Tasks of, Num. 18.

LIARS
their doom, Rev. 21:8, 27; 22:15.
instances: the devil, Gen. 3:4. Cain,

Gen. 4:9. Sarah, Gen. 18:15.
Jacob, Gen. 27:19. Joseph’s
brothers, Gen. 37:31, 32.
Gibeonites, Josh. 9:9. Samson,
Judg. 16:10. Saul, 1 Sam. 15:13.
Michal, 1 Sam. 19:14. David,
1 Sam. 21:2. Prophet of Bethel,
1 Kin. 13:18. Gehazi, 2 Kin. 5:22.
Job’s friends, Job 13:4. Ninevites,
Nah. 3:1. Peter, Matt. 26:72.
Ananias, Acts 5:4. Cretans, Titus
1:12.

LIBERTY
bestowed by the Gospel, Rom. 8:21;

2 Cor. 3:17; Gal. 5:1; James 1:25;
2:12 (Is. 61:1; Luke 4:18).

not to be misused, 1 Cor. 8:9; Gal.
5:13; 1 Pet. 2:16; 2 Pet. 2:19.

LIFE
the gift of God, Gen. 2:7; Job 12:10; Ps.

36:6; 66:9; Dan. 5:23; Acts 17:28.
long, to whom promised, Ex. 20:12;

Deut. 5:33; 6:2; Prov. 3:2; 9:11;
10:27; Eph. 6:3.

its vanity and uncertainty, Job 7:1;
9:25; 14:1; Ps. 39:5; 73:19;
89:47; 90:5, 9; Eccl. 6:12; Is.
38:12; James 4:14; 1 Pet. 1:24.

mode of spending, Luke 1:75; Rom.
12:18; 14:8; Phil. 1:21; 1 Pet.
1:17.

of Hezekiah prolonged, 2 Kin. 20;
2 Chr. 32:24; Is. 38.

spiritual, Rom. 6:4; 8; Gal. 2:20; Eph.
2:1; Col. 3:3.

imparted, Ps. 71:20; 80:18; John 5:21;
6:63; Rom. 4:17; 8:11; 1 Cor.
15:45; 2 Cor. 3:6; Eph. 2:1;
1 Tim. 6:13; 1 Pet. 3:18.

eternal, the gift of God through Jesus
Christ (Ps. 133:3); John 6:27, 54;
10:28; 17:3; Rom. 2:7; 6:23;
1 John 1:2; 2:25; Jude 21; Rev.
2:7; 21:6.

to whom promised, John 3:16; 5:24;
1 Tim. 1:16.

Paradoxes of Life, Eccl. 2.

LIFE, eternal, Summary, Rev. 22:19;
John 3:36.

LIGHT
created by God, Gen. 1:3; Jer. 31:35.
type of God’s favor, Ex. 10:23; Ps. 4:6;

27:1; 97:11; Is. 9:2; 60:19.
God’s Word produces, Ps. 19:8;

119:105, 130; Prov. 6:23.
instances of miraculous, Matt. 17:2;

Acts 9:3.
Christ the Light of the world, Luke

2:32; John 1:4; 3:19; 8:12; 12:35;
Rev. 21:23.

children of, disciples, Eph. 5:8; 1 Thess.
5:5; 1 Pet. 2:9.

God is, 1 Tim. 6:16; 1 John 1:5.

LINE (rod), measuring, Zech. 2:1.

LINEN, fine, See FINE linen.

LITTLE HORN
symbol of Antiochus Epiphanes, Dan.

8:9.
symbol of the beast, Dan. 7:8.
See also BEAST.

LIVING creatures, Ezek. 1:5.

LOCUSTS, symbolical meaning, Joel
1:4.

LOGOS, Christ as, John 1:1.

LORD, day of, Summary, Rev. 19:19.

LORD
Adonai, Gen. 15:2.
Christ as, Matt. 8:2.
God, Ex. 34:6.
of Hosts, 1 Sam. 1:3.

LORD’S Prayer, Matt. 6:9; Luke 11:2.

LORD’S Supper, the, Matt. 26:20;
1 Cor. 11:23.

LOT, Gen. 19:1,14,32.

LOT, and Abraham contrasted, Gen.
19:36.

LOVE
in 1 Cor. 13, 1 Cor. 12:31.
degrees of, Mal. 1:3.
in Deuteronomy, Deut. 6:5.
two Greek words for, John 21:15;

21:17.
to God commanded, Deut. 6:5; 10:12;

11:1; Josh. 22:5; Ps. 31:23; Dan.
9:4; Matt. 22:37; 1 John 4; 5.

blessings of, Neh. 1:5; Ps. 145:20;
1 Cor. 2:9; 8:3.

brotherly, Rom. 12:9, 10.

of husbands, Gen. 29:20; 2 Sam. 1:26;
Eph. 5:25; Titus 2:4.

to Christ, Matt. 10:37; Rev. 2:4.
to our neighbor, Mark 12:33; Rom.

13:8, 9, 10; 1 Cor. 13:1–8, 13;
1 Thess. 1:3; 3:6; 4:9; 1 Tim. 1:5;
4:12; 2 Tim. 3:10; Heb. 6:10;
James 2:8; 1 Pet. 1:22; 1 John
2:10; 3:14; 4:11; Rev. 2:19.

in giving money, Prov. 19:17; Matt.
19:21; Luke 11:41; 12:33; 18:22;
Acts 10:2, 4; 2 Cor. 9; 3 John 6.

commanded, Lev. 19:18; Deut. 10:19;
Matt. 5:44; 22:39; Gal. 5:14; 6:10;
Eph. 4:2; 1 John 3:23; 4:7, 21;
2 John 5.

its signs and effects, 1 Cor. 8:1; 13; Gal.
5:6, 13, 22; Eph. 3:17; 4:16; 5:2;
Col. 3:14.

evidences of, Lev. 19:11; 25:35; Is.
58:7; Matt. 18:15; 25:35; John
13:35; Rom. 12:15; 1 Cor. 12:26;
Eph. 4:32; 1 Thess. 5:14; Heb.
6:10; 1 Pet. 4:8; 1 John 3:10, 14;
4:20.

exemplified by Christ, John 13:34;
15:12; Eph. 5:2, 25; Rev. 1:5.

of the world, censured, 1 John 2:15.

LUCIFER, Is. 14:12.

LYING
hateful to God, Prov. 6:16, 19; 12:22.
forbidden, Lev. 19:11; Col. 3:9.
devil father of, John 8:44; Acts 5:3.

MACCABEES
wars of, p. 1291.
MAP: ISRAEL UNDER THE MACCABEES, p.

1291.

Magnificats of the Bible, The, 1 Sam. 2.

MAGI, Matt. 2:1.

MAGOG
descendants, Gen. 10:2.
Gog and, prophecy, Ezek. 38:2.

MALACHI to Matthew, p. 1291.

MAN
age of, Gen. 5:3
created, Gen. 1:26 note; 2:7.
devoid of the Spirit, 1 Cor. 2:14.
Cain a type of natural, Gen. 4:1.
his dignity, Gen. 1:27; 2:25; Eccl. 7:29.
his fall, Gen. 3; 3:6; Rom. 5:12.
God’s dealings with, Gen. 11:10.
his iniquity, Gen. 6:5, 12; 1 Kin. 8:46;

Job 14:16; 15:14; Ps. 14; 51; Eccl.
9:3; Is. 43:27; 53:6; Jer. 3:25;
17:9; John 3:19; Rom. 3:9; 5:12;
7:18; Gal. 3:10; 5:17; James 1:13;
1 John 1:8.

image of God, Gen. 1:26.
his imperfection and weakness, 2 Chr.

20:12; Matt. 6:27; Rom. 9:16;
1 Cor. 3:7; 2 Cor. 3:5.

of lawlessness, when manifested,
2 Thess. 2:3.

liable to suffering, Job 5:7; 14:1; Ps.
39:4; Eccl. 3:2; Acts 14:22; Rom.
8:22; Rev. 7:14.
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ignorance of, Job 8:9; 11:12; 28:12;
Prov. 16:25; 27:1; Eccl. 8:17; Is.
59:10; 1 Cor. 1:20; 8:2 (Is.
47:10); James 4:14.

mortality of, Job 14; Ps. 39; 49; 62:9;
78:39; 89:48; 103:14; 144:4;
146:3; Eccl. 1:4; 12:7; Rom. 5:12;
Heb. 9:27.

nature, Gen. 1:26; 1 Thess. 5:23.
new, defined, Eph. 4:24.
old, defined, Rom. 6:6.
of sin, when manifested, 2 Thess. 2:13.
origin, Gen. 2:4.
original dominion of, Gen. 1:26.
vanity of his life, Ps. 49; Eccl. 1; 2.
his whole duty, Eccl. 12:13; Mic. 6:8;

1 John 3:23.
his redemption, Rom. 5; 1 Cor. 15:49;

Gal. 3; 4; Eph. 3; 5:25; Phil. 3:21;
Col. 1; Heb. 1; 2; Rev. 5.

spiritual, 1 Cor. 2:14.
worldly, 1 Cor. 2:14.

MANNA, type of Christ, Ex. 16:35.

MARRIAGE
of the Lamb, Rev. 19:7.
symbolical meanings, Hos. 2:2.

MARTYR, meaning, Rev. 2:13.

MARY
six in the N.T., Luke 1:27.
Greek form of Miriam, Matt. 1:16.
the Virgin, mother of Jesus, visited by

the angel Gabriel, Luke 1:26.
believes, and magnifies the Lord, Luke

1:38, 46; John 2:5.
Christ born of, Matt. 1:18; Luke 2.
witnesses the miracle at Cana, John 2:1.
desires to speak with Christ, Matt.

12:46; Mark 3:31; Luke 8:19.
commended to John by Christ at His

crucifixion, Matt. 27:56; John
19:25.

MEASURES and Weights
O.T., 2 Chr. 2:10.
N.T., Acts 27:28.

MEASURING BASKET, vision of the,
Zech. 5:6.

MEDO-PERSIA
in prophecy, Dan. 8:1; 11:2.
second world empire, Dan. 2:31.
symbolized, Dan. 5:18.

MEEKNESS
Christ an example of, Matt. 11:29; Luke

23:34; 2 Cor. 10:1 (Is. 53:2; John
18:19).

exhortations to, Zeph. 2:3; Gal. 5:23;
6:1; Eph. 4:2; Phil. 2:2; Col. 3:12;
1 Tim. 6:11; 2 Tim. 2:25; Titus
3:2; James 1:21; 3:13; 1 Pet. 3:4,
15.

blessed of God, Ps. 22:26; 25:9; 37:11
(Matt. 5:5); 69:32; 76:9; 147:6;
149:4; Is. 11:4; 29:19; 61:1.

examples of: Moses, Num. 12:3. David,
2 Sam. 16:9. Jeremiah, Jer. 26:14.

MEGIDDO, Judg. 5:19.

MELCHIZEDEK, type of Christ, Gen.
14:18; Heb. 5:6.

MEN, three classes, 1 Cor. 2:14.

MENE, MENE, etc., meaning, Dan.
5:25.

MERCY
supplication for, Deut. 21:8; 1 Kin.

8:30; Neh. 9:32; Ps. 51; Dan.
9:16; Hab. 3:2; Matt. 6:12.

injunctions to show, Prov. 3:3; Zech.
7:9; Luke 6:36; Rom. 12:19 (Prov.
25:21); Phil. 2:1; Col. 3:12; James
2:13.

of God, Ps. 78:38; 103:9; Is. 30:18;
54:7; Lam. 3:32.

MERCY SEAT, Rom. 3:25.

MESHECH
descendants, Gen. 10:2.
and Tubal, modern names, Ezek. 38:2.

MESSIAH (Anointed One, Christ)
predicted, Ps. 2:2; Is. 9:6; Mic. 5:2.
as the Ruler, Dan. 9:25. See CHRIST

MESSIANIC Psalms, Summary, Ps.
118:29.

MILLENNIAL
kingdom, time of establishment, Dan.

2:44.
sacrifices, the question of, Ezek. 43:19.
temple of Ezekiel, Ezek. 40:5.

MILLENNIUM, Rev. 20:2

MIND
devoted to God, Matt. 22:37; Mark

12:30; Rom. 7:25.
a willing, 1 Chr. 28:9; Neh. 4:6; 2 Cor.

8:12.
united in, 1 Cor. 1:10; 2 Cor. 13:11;

Phil. 2:2; 1 Pet. 3:8. See Heb.
8:10.

MINISTERS
God’s, Ps. 103:21; 104:4; Heb. 1:7.
(priests), Ex. 28; Heb. 10:11.
worthy of honor and obedience,

1 Thess. 5:12, 13; 1 Tim. 5:17;
Heb. 13:17.

Christ’s, 1 Cor. 3:5; 4:1; 2 Cor. 3:6; 6;
Eph. 3:7; 6:21.

how qualified, 1 Tim. 3; Titus 1; 
1 Pet. 5.

MINISTRY of the Gospel
Acts 6:4; 20:24; Rom. 12:7; 1 Cor.

16:15; 2 Cor. 4:1; 5:18; Eph.
6:21; Col. 1:7; 4:17; 1 Tim. 1:12.

MIRACLES
performed by Moses and Aaron at God’s

command, Ex. 4:3; 7:10; 7–12;
14:21; 15:25; 17:6; Num. 16:28;
20:11; 21:8; by Joshua, Josh. 3; 4;
6; 10:12; by Samson, Judg. 14–16;
by Samuel, 1 Sam. 12:18; by a
prophet, 1 Kin. 13:4; by Elijah,
1 Kin. 17; 18; 2 Kin. 1:10–12; by
Elisha, 2 Kin. 2–6; 13:21; by
Isaiah, 2 Kin. 20:9; by the
disciples, Luke 10:17; by Peter,

Acts 3; 5; 9:32; by Stephen, Acts
6:8; by Philip, Acts 8:6; by Paul,
Ac, 13; 14; 16; 19; 20; 28; by
sorcerers and evil spirits, Ex. 7:11;
8:7; Matt. 24:24; 2 Thess. 2:9;
Rev. 13:14; 16:14; 19:20.

of Elijah, 1 Kin. 17.
of Jesus, Mark 8.
of Jesus recorded only by John, John 7.
in Israel’s early history, Josh. 3.
in the early Church, Acts 14.
in the Old Testament, Jon. 1:17; Is.

38:8.
in the New Testament, Acts 28:8.
recorded by the Prophets, Is. 38.

MIZPAH, benediction so-called, Gen.
31:49.

MOABITES
land protected, Deut. 2:9.
excluded from the congregation, Deut.

23:3.
conquered by Ehud, Judg. 3:12; by

David, 2 Sam. 8:2; by Jehoshaphat
and Jehoram, 2 Kin. 1:1; 3.

their overthrow, 2 Chr. 20:23.
prophecies concerning, Ex. 15:15;

Num. 21:29; 24:17; Ps. 60:8;
83:6; Is. 11:14; 15; 16; 25:10; Jer.
9:26; 25:21; 48; Ezek. 25:8; Amos
2:1; Zeph. 2:8.

MOON
the lesser light, Gen. 1:16.
idolatrously worshiped, Deut. 17:3; Job

31:26; Jer. 44:17.
feasts of the new, 1 Sam. 20:5; 1 Chr.

23:31; Ps. 81:3; Is. 1:13; Hos.
2:11.

MONTHS, Hebrew, Lev. 23:2.

MORAL law never abolished, 2 Cor.
3:11.

MOSAIC
authorship, Deuteronomy, Deut. 31:24;

2 Kin. 22:8.
authorship, Pentateuch, p. xxii,

Introduction; Ex. 17:14.
Covenant, Ex. 19:5.

MOSES
type of Christ, Ex. 2:2.
born, and hidden, Ex. 2 (Acts 7:20;

Heb. 11:23).
meaning, Ex. 2:10.
escapes to Midian, Ex. 2:15.
revelation from God, Ex. 3; confirmed

by signs. Ex. 4.
returns to Egypt, Ex. 4:20.
intercedes with Pharaoh for Israel, Ex.

5–12.
leads Israel forth, Ex. 14.
three periods in life of, Ex. 16:35.
meets God in Mount Sinai, Ex. 19:3

(24:18).
brings the law to the people, Ex. 19:25;

20–23; 34:10; 35:1; Lev. 1; Num.
5; 6; 15; 27–30; 36; Deut. 12–26.

instructed to build the tabernacle, Ex.
25–31; 35:40; Num. 4; 8–10; 18;
19.
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tested, Ex. 32:10.
his grief at Israel’s idolatry, Ex. 32:19.
his intercession, Ex. 32:11 (33:12).
again meets God in the mount, Ex.

34:2.
skin of his face shines, Ex. 34:29

(2 Cor. 3:7, 13).
sets apart Aaron, Lev. 8; 9.
numbers the people, Num. 1; 26.
humility, authorship, Num. 12:3.
sends out the spies to Canaan, Num.

13.
intercedes for the grumbling people,

Num. 14:13.
Korah’s sedition against, Num. 16.
sin of, Num. 20:8.
for his unbelief suffered not to enter

Canaan, Num. 20:12; 27:12; Deut.
1:35; 3:23.

his government of Israel in the
wilderness, Num. 20; 21.

makes the bronze snake, Num. 21:9
(John 3:14).

recounts Israel’s history, and exhorts to
obedience, Deut. 1; 3–12; 27–31.

his charge to Joshua, Deut. 3:28; 31:7,
23.

death, authorship, Deut. 34:12.
his death, Deut. 34:5; his body, Jude 9.
seen at Christ’s transfiguration, Matt.

17:3; Mark 9:4; Luke 9:30.
his meekness, Num. 12:3; dignity,

Deut. 34:10; faithfulness, Num.
12:7; Heb. 3:2.

seat, Matt. 23:2.

MOST High, Gen. 14:18.

MOTHERS
love of, Is. 49:15; 66:13; instances,

Gen. 21:10; Ex. 2; 1 Sam. 1:22;
2 Sam. 21:10; 1 Kin. 3:26; 2 John.

love to, enforced, Ex. 20:12; Prov. 1:8;
19:26; 23:22; Eph. 6:1.

MOUNT of Olives, Zech. 14:4.

MOUNTAIN, symbolical meaning, Is.
2:2; Mic. 4:1.

MOURNING
when blessed, Eccl. 7:2; Matt. 5:4;

Luke 6:21.
for the dead, Gen. 50:3; Num. 20:29;

Deut. 14:1; 2 Sam. 1:17; 3:31;
12:16; 18:33; 19:1; Eccl. 12:5; Jer.
6:26; 9:17; 22:18.

of the priests, Lev. 21:1; Ezek. 44:25.

MOUTH
of God, Deut. 8:3; Matt. 4:4.
of babes, Ps. 8:2; Matt. 21:16.
of the wicked, Ps. 32:9; 63:11; 107:42;

109:2; 144:8; Prov. 4:24; 5:3;
6:12; 19:28; Rom. 3:15; Rev. 13:5.

of the righteous, etc., Ps. 37:30; Prov.
10:31; Eccl. 10:12.

of fools, Prov. 14:3; 15:2; 18:7; 26:7.

MURDER
Gen. 9:6; Ex. 20:13; Lev. 24:17; Deut.

5:17; 21:9; Matt. 5:21; 1 John
3:15.

examples: Gen. 4; Judg. 9; 2 Sam. 3:27;

4; 12:9; 20:8; 1 Kin. 16:9; 21;
2 Kin. 15:10; 21:23; 2 Chr. 24:21.

its penalty, Gen. 4:12; 9:6; Num.
35:30; Jer. 19:4; Ezek. 16:38; Gal.
5:21; Rev. 22:15.

source of, Matt. 15:19; Gal. 5:21.

MUSIC
invention of, Gen. 4:21.
its effects on Saul, 1 Sam. 16:14.
used for worship, 2 Sam. 6:5; 1 Chr.

15:28; 16:42; 2 Chr. 7:6; 29:25;
Ps. 33; 81; 92; 108; 150; Dan.
3:5.

in the Bible, 1 Chr. 15:16.
at festivities, Is. 5:12; 14:11; Amos 6:5;

Luke 15:25; 1 Cor. 14:7.
in heaven, Rev. 5:8; 14:2.
Musical Instruments in the O.T., Ps.

33.

MUSTARD seed, parable, Matt. 13:31.

MYSTERIES, in the N.T., Matt. 13:11.

MYSTERIES, of the kingdom, Matt.
13:3.

MYSTERY
of the kingdom of God made known by

Christ, Mark 4:11; Eph. 1:9; 3:3;
1 Tim. 3:16; by the disciples to the
world, 1 Cor. 4:1; 13:2; Eph. 6:19;
Col. 2:2.

of the raising of the dead, 1 Cor. 15:51.
of God in Christ, Col. 2:2.
the N.T. church, Eph. 3:6.
of iniquity, 2 Thess. 2:7; Rev. 17:5.

NAME
of God, Ex. 34:5, 14. See Ex. 6:3; 15:3;

Ps. 83:18; honor due to, Ex. 20:7;
Deut. 5:11; 28:58; Ps. 34:3;
72:17; 111:9; Mic. 4:5; 1 Tim.
6:1.

of Christ, prayer in, John 14:13; 16:23;
Rom. 1:8; Eph. 5:20; Col. 3:17;
Heb. 13:15; miracles performed in,
Acts 3:6; 4:10; 19:13.

responsibilities of bearing, 2 Tim. 2:19.
given to children at circumcision, Luke

1:59; 2:21.
value of a good, Prov. 22:1; Eccl. 7:1.

NAMES of God, Gen. 34:1
See also GOD, NAMES OF.

NATIONS
ethnological table, Gen. 10:1.
MAP: TABLE OF NATIONS, Gen. 10:1.

NATURAL before spiritual, Gen. 36:31.

NATURES, the two, strife of, Rom.
7:15.

NAZIRITE, Num. 6:2.

NEARNESS of kingdom, Matt. 4:17.

NEBUCHADNEZZAR
image, Dan. 2:31.
MAP: NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S CAMPAIGNS

AGAINST JUDAH, 2 Kin. 25.

NEGEV, Gen. 12:9.

NEHEMIAH
Nehemiah’s Good Deeds and

Accomplishments, Neh. 13.

NEIGHBOR
how to treat our, Ex. 20:16; 22:26; Lev.

19:18; Deut. 15:2; 27:17; Prov.
3:28; 24:28; 25:8, 17; Mark
12:31; Rom. 13:9; Gal. 5:14;
James 2:8.

How to Trest Others, Luke 6.

NET, parable, Matt. 13:47.

NETHINIM. See TEMPLE SERVANTS.

NEW BIRTH (born again)
John 3:3, 6; 1 Pet. 23.

NEW Covenant, Summary, Heb. 8:8;
Jer. 31:31.

NEW man, meaning, Eph. 4:24.

NEW Testament
quotations from O.T., Heb. 10:5.
Scriptures, Christ’s preauthentication,

John 16:12.

NICOLAITANS, Rev. 2:6.

NIGHT
Gen. 1:5; Ps. 19:2; figurative, John 9:4;

Rom. 13:12; 1 Thess. 5:5; none in
heaven, Rev. 21:25 (Is. 60:20).

NINEVEH
Jon. 3:3; Nah. 1:1.
revival at, Jon. 3:10.

NOAHIC Covenant, Gen. 9:16.

NUMERALS, mistakes in transcribing,
1 Sam. 6:19; 1 Chr. 11:11.

OATHS
directions about, Lev. 5:4; 6:3; 19:12;

Num. 30:2; Ps. 15:4; Matt. 5:33;
James 5:12.

examples of, Gen. 14:22; 21:31; 24:2;
Josh. 14:9; 1 Sam. 20:42; 28:10;
Ps. 132:2.

demanded, Ex. 22:11; Num. 5:21;
1 Kin. 8:31; Ezra 10:5.

rash: of Esau, Gen. 25:33.
of Israel to the Gibeonites, Josh. 9:19.
Jephthah, Judg. 11:30.
Saul at Beth Aven, 1 Sam. 14:24.
Herod to Herodias’ daughter, Matt.

14:7.

OBEDIENCE
of Christ, Rom. 5:19; Phil. 2:8; Heb.

5:8.
to God commanded, Ex. 19:5; 23:21;

Lev. 26:3; Deut. 4–8; 11; 29; Is.
1:19; Jer. 7:23; 26:13; 38:20; Acts
5:29; James 1:25.

its blessings, Ex. 23:22; Deut. 28; 30;
Prov. 25:12; Is. 1:19; Heb. 11:8;
1 Pet. 1:22; Rev. 22:14.

preferred before sacrifice, 1 Sam.
15:22; Ps. 50:8; Mic. 6:6.

to the faith, Rom. 1:5; 16:26; 2 Cor.
7:15; 1 Pet. 1:2.
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of children to parents, Eph. 6:1; Col.
3:20.

to masters, Eph. 6:5; Col. 3:22; Titus
2:9.

of wives to husbands, Titus 2:5.
of people to rulers, Titus 3:1; Heb.

13:17.

OFFERING (of Christ)
Heb. 9:14, 28; 10:10, 12, 14.

OFFERINGS, law of, Lev. 7:11.

OFFSPRING, meaning, Acts 17:29.

OHOLAH and Oholibah, parable of,
Ezek. 23:3.

OIL
examples of anointing with, Ps. 23.
symbolic meaning, Ex. 27:20; 30:31.

OLD
age, Eccl. 12:3.
man, meaning, Rom. 6:6.

OLIVE tree
Rom. 11:17.
Zechariah’s vision of, Zech. 4:2.

OLIVET Discourse, Matt. 24:3.

ORACLE
1 Kin. 6:16; 8:6; 2 Chr. 4:20; Ps. 28:2.
meaning, Is. 13:1.

OVERALL PLAN of the Bible, p. xvii.

OVERSEERS in the local church, Titus
1:5.

PALESTINE, time of conquest of, Josh.
1:1.

PALESTINIAN Covenant, Deut. 30:3.

PARABLE
dragnet, Matt. 13:47.
hidden treasure, Matt. 13:44.
mustard seed, Matt. 13:31.
pearl of great value, Matt. 13:45.
sower and soils, Matt. 13:3.
vineyard owner, Mark 12:1.
wheat and tares, Matt. 13:24.
leaven, Matt. 13:3.

PARABLES
O.T. Summary, Zech. 11:7.
N.T. Summary, Luke 21:29.
mystery, Matt. 13:3.
remarkable ones in Old Testament,

Judg. 9:8–15; 2 Sam. 12:1, 4;
14:5, 7; 1 Kin. 20:39; 2 Kin. 14:9;
2 Chr. 25:18.

as discourses, Num. 23:7; 24:5, 16; Ps.
78:2; Job 27; Prov. 26:9.

of the prophets, Is. 5:1; Jer. 13:1; 18;
24; 27; Ezek. 16; 17; 19; 23; 24;
31; 33; 37.

of Christ, Matt. 13:3; 34; Mark 3:23;
4:13; Luke 8:10. See CHRIST.

in the Synoptic Gospels, Mark 13.

PARACLETE, meaning, John 14:16.

PARADISE
promised to overcomers, Rev. 2:7.
promised by Christ to the penitent

thief, Luke 23:43.

Paul caught up into, 2 Cor. 12:4.
See also HADES

PARDON
of sin, 2 Chr. 30:18; Neh. 9:17; Job

7:21; Ps. 25:11; Is. 55:7; Jer. 33:8;
50:20.

PASSOVER
type of Christ, Ex. 12:11; Lev. 23:5.
night, order of events, Matt. 26:20.
ordained, Ex. 12:3, 11.
laws relating to, Lev. 23:4; Num. 9;

28:16; Deut. 16.
kept under Moses in Egypt, Ex. 12:12;

at Sinai, Num. 9:5; under Joshua in
Canaan, Josh. 5:10; by Hezekiah
after the captivity of Israel, 2 Chr.
30:13; by Josiah before the
captivity of Judah, 2 Kin. 23:21;
2 Chr. 35; by Ezra on return from
the captivity, Ezra 6:19.

kept by Christ, Matt. 26:19; Mark
14:12; Luke 22:7; John 13.

a type of Christ’s death, 1 Cor. 5:7.
Passover Observances in the Bible,

2 Kin. 23.

PASTORAL Epistles, p. 1648,
Introduction.

PATIENCE
commended, Ps. 37:7; Eccl. 7:8; Is.

30:15; 40:31; Luke 21:19; Rom.
12:12; 1 Thess. 5:14; 2 Thess. 3:5;
1 Tim. 3:3; 6:11; Heb. 12:1; James
1:3; 5:7; 1 Pet. 2:20; 2 Pet. 1:6.

blessed results of, Rom. 5:3; 15:4; Heb.
6:12; Rev. 2:2; 3:10.

PATRIARCHS, God’s promises, Gen.
26:3.

PAUL
apostle, Acts 13:9.
as a persecutor, Acts 7:58; 8:1; 9:1;

22:4; 26:9; 1 Cor. 15:9; Gal. 1:13;
Phil. 3:6; 1 Tim. 1:13.

as a convert to the Gospel, Acts 9:3;
22:6; 26:12.

as a preacher, Acts 9:19, 29; 13:1, 4,
14; 17:18 (2 Cor. 11:32; Gal.
1:17).

and Peter, in doctrinal accord, Acts
9:20; 1 Cor. 3:8; Gal. 2:15.

four visits to Jerusalem, Acts 9:26.
stoned at Lystra, Acts 14:8, 19.
contends with Barnabas, Acts 15:36.
is persecuted at Philippi, Acts 16.
the Holy Spirit given by his hands to

John’s disciples at Ephesus, Acts
19:6.

restores Eutychus, Acts 20:10.
his charge to the elders of Ephesus, Acts

20:17.
his return to Jerusalem, and persecution

there, Acts 21.
his defense before the people and the

council, Acts 22; 23.
before Felix, Acts 24; Festus, Acts 25;

and Agrippa, Acts 26.
appeals to Caesar at Rome, Acts 25.
his voyage and shipwreck, Acts 27.
miracles by, at Melita, Acts 28:3, 8.

defenses, Acts 28:17.
at Rome, reasons with the Jews, Acts

28:17.
two imprisonments, Acts 28:30.
his love to the churches, Rom. 1:8; 15;

1 Cor. 1:4; 4:14; 2 Cor. 1; 2; 6; 7;
Phil. 1; Col. 1; 1 & 2 Thess.

his sufferings, 1 Cor. 4:9; 2 Cor. 11:23;
12:7; Phil. 1:12; 2 Tim. 3:11.

divine revelations to, 2 Cor. 12:1.
defends his apostleship, 1 Cor. 9;

2 Cor. 11; 12; 2 Tim. 3:10.
commends Timothy, etc., 1 Cor. 16:10;

Phil. 2:19; 1 Thess. 3:2.
commends Titus, 2 Cor. 7:13; 8:23.
infirmity, 2 Cor. 12:7; Gal. 6:11.
Gospel of, a revelation, Gal. 1:10.
censures Peter, Gal. 2:14.
pleads for Onesimus, Philem.
his epistles mentioned by Peter, 2 Pet.

3:15.

PAULINE Epistles, Introduction, p.
1547.

PAUL’S religious experience, Rom. 7:9.

PEACE
offering, type of Christ, Lev. 3:1.
to be sought of God, Ezra 6:10; Jer.

29:7; 1 Tim. 2:2.
bestowed by God, Lev. 26:6; 1 Kin.

2:33; 4:24; 2 Kin. 20:19; Prov.
16:7; Is. 45:7; Jer. 14:13.

exhortations to maintain, Ps. 34:14;
Matt. 5:9; Rom. 12:18; 14:19;
1 Cor. 7:15; Eph. 4:3; 1 Thess.
5:13; 2 Tim. 2:22; James 3:18;
1 Pet. 3:11.

spiritual, gift of God (John 14:27); Acts
10:36; Rom. 1:7; 5:1; 8:6; 14:17;
Phil. 4:7; Col. 3:15; 1 Thess. 5:23;
2 Thess. 3:16; Rev. 1:4.

proclaimed to the Gentiles, Zech. 9:10;
Eph. 2:14, 17; 3.

produced by the Spirit, Gal. 5:22.
denied to the wicked, 2 Kin. 9:31; Is.

48:22; 59:8 (Rom. 3:17); Jer.
12:12; Ezek. 7:25.

to whom promised, Ps. 29:11; 85:8;
122:6; 125:5; 128:6; 147:14; John
14:27; Gal. 6:16; Eph. 6:23.

four aspects, Matt. 10:34.
on earth, Luke 2:14.
in heaven, Luke 19:38.
king of p. (Melchizedek), Heb. 7:2.
the prince of p (Christ), Is. 9:6.

PEARL of great price, parable, Matt.
13:45.

PENIEL
the face of God; scene of Jacob’s

wrestling with an angel, Gen.
32:30.

Gideon’s vengeance upon, Judg. 8:17.

PENTATEUCH
Mosaic authorship of, p. xxii; Ex.

17:14.
Introduction, p. xxii.

PENTECOST
Feast of, Lev. 23:16.
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MAP: COUNTRIES OF THE PEOPLE MENTIONED

AT PENTECOST, Acts 2.

PERFECT, meaning, Phil. 3:12.

PERFECTION
of God, Deut. 32:4; 2 Sam. 22:31; Job

36:4; Matt. 5:48.
of Christ, Heb. 2:10; 5:9; 7:28.
of God’s law, Ps. 19:7; 119; James 1:25.
of saints, 1 Cor. 2:6; Eph. 4:12; Col.

1:28; 3:14; 2 Tim. 3:17. See Matt.
5:48; 2 Cor. 12:9; Heb. 6:1;
11:40.

Achieving Perfection, Phil. 3.

PERISH, meaning, John 3:16; 1 Cor.
5:5.

PERSECUTION
coming of, Matt. 13:21; 23:34; Mark

10:30; Luke 11:49; John 15:20;
2 Cor. 4:9; 2 Tim. 3:12.

conduct under, Matt. 5:44; 10:22; Acts
5:41; Rom. 12:14; Phil. 1:28; Heb.
10:34; 1 Pet. 4:13–19.

results of, Matt. 5:10; Luke 6:22; 9:24;
James 1:2; 1 Pet. 4:14; Rev. 6:9;
7:13.

PERSEVERANCE
commanded, Matt. 24:13; Mark 13:13;

Luke 9:62; Acts 13:43; 1 Cor.
15:58; 16:13; Eph. 6:18; Col.
1:23; 2 Thess. 3:13; 1 Tim. 6:14;
Heb. 3:6, 13; 10:23, 38; 2 Pet.
3:17; Rev. 2:10, 25.

PERSIA
kingdom of, 2 Chr. 36:20; Esth. 1:3;

Ezek. 27:10; 38:5; Dan. 6.
prophecies concerning, Is. 21:2; Dan.

5:28; 8:20; 10:13; 11:2.

PERSIAN EMPIRE
MAP: THE PERSIAN EMPIRE, Esth. 2.

PERSIAN kings, Ezra 4:3.

PESTILENCE
the penalty of disobedience, Lev. 26:25;

Num. 14:12; Deut. 28:21; Jer.
14:12; 27:13; Ezek. 5:12; 6:11;
7:15; Matt. 24:7; Luke 21:11.

Israel visited with, Num. 14:37; 16:46;
25:9; 2 Sam. 24:15.

removed, Num. 16:47; 2 Sam. 24:16.

PETER
Matt. 16:18.
apostle, called, Matt. 4:18; Mark 1:16;

Luke 5; John 1:35.
sent forth, Matt. 10:2; Mark 3:16; Luke

6:14.
tries to walk to Jesus on the sea, Matt.

14:29.
confesses Jesus to be the Christ, Matt.

16:16; Mark 8:29; Luke 9:20.
confession and the rock, Matt. 16:18.
given the keys of the kingdom, Matt.

16:19.
witnesses the transfiguration, Matt. 17;

Mark 9; Luke 9:28; 2 Pet. 1:16.
his self-confidence reproved, Luke

22:31; John 13:36.
denies Christ three times, Matt. 26:69;

Mark 14:66; Luke 22:57; John
18:17.

accounts of denial agree, Matt. 26:71.
his repentance, Matt. 26:75; Mark

14:72; Luke 22:62.
the assembled disciples addressed by,

Acts 1:15.
first use of keys, Acts 2:14.
sermon at Pentecost, Acts 2:14.
the Jews preached to by, Acts 2:14;

3:12.
second sermon, Acts 3:20.
brought before the council, Acts 4.
condemns Ananias and Sapphira, Acts

5.
denounces Simon the sorcerer, Acts

8:18.
and Paul, in doctrinal accord, Acts

9:20; 1 Cor. 3:8; Gal. 2:15.
restores Aeneas and Tabitha, Acts 9:32,

40.
sent for by Cornelius, Acts 10.
instructed by a vision not to despise the

Gentiles, Acts 10:9.
vision, Acts 10:11.
second use of keys, Acts 10:44.
imprisoned, and liberated by an angel,

Acts 12.
his decision about circumcision, Acts

15:7.
rebuked by Paul, Gal. 2:14.
bears witness to Paul’s teaching, 2 Pet.

3:15.
comforts the church, and exhorts to

holy living by his epistles, 1 &
2 Pet.

his martyrdom foretold by Christ, John
21:18; 2 Pet. 1:14.

PHARAOH, three compromises
proposed by, Ex. 8:25.

PHARAOH’S heart hardened, Ex. 4:21.

PHARISEES
Matt. 3:7.
celebrated ones: Nicodemus, John 3:1;

Simon, Luke 7; Gamaliel, Acts
5:34; Saul of Tarsus, Acts 23:6;
26:5; Phil. 3:5.

Christ entertained by, Luke 7:36;
11:37; 14:1.

Christ utters woes against, Matt. 23:13;
Luke 11:42.

Christ questioned by, about divorce,
Matt. 19:3; eating, Matt. 9:11;
15:1; Mark 2:16; Luke 5:30;
forgiveness of sin, Luke 5:21;
Sabbath, Matt. 12:2, 10; fasting,
Mark 2:18; tribute, Matt. 22:17.

deride Christ, Luke 16:14.
murmur against Christ, Matt. 9:34;

Luke 15:2.
denounced by Christ, Matt. 5:20; 16:6;

21:43; 23:2; Luke 11:39.
people cautioned against, Mark 8:15;

Luke 12:1.
seek a sign from Christ, Matt. 12:38;

16:1.
take counsel against Christ, Matt.

12:14; Mark 3:6.

Nicodemus remonstrates with, John
7:51.

cast out the man cured of blindness,
John 9:13.

dissensions about, John 9:16.
send officers to take Christ, John 7:32.
contend about circumcision, Acts 15:5.
their belief in the resurrection, etc.,

Acts 23:8.
and tax collector, Luke 18.

PHILISTINES
Judg. 13:1; 1 Sam. 13:19.
origin of, Gen. 10:14; 1 Chr. 1:12.
Abraham sojourns in land of P., Gen.

21:34.
fill up Isaac’s wells, Gen. 26:15.
contend with Joshua, Josh. 13;

Shamgar, Judg. 3:31; Samson,
Judg. 14–16; Samuel, 1 Sam. 4; 7;
Jonathan, 1 Sam. 14; Saul, 1 Sam.
17; David, 1 Sam. 18.

their wars with Israel, 1 Sam. 4:1; 28;
29; 31; 2 Chr. 21:16.

mentioned, Ps. 60:8; 83:7; 87:4; 108:9;
Is. 2:6; 9:12; 11:14; Jer. 25:20.

their destruction predicted, Jer. 47;
Ezek. 25:15; Amos 1:8; Obad. 19;
Zeph. 2:5; Zech. 9:6.

MAP: FIVE CITIES OF THE PHILISTINES, Judg.
14.

PHYLACTERIES, Matt. 23:5.

PLAGUE
the penalty of disobedience, Lev. 26:25;

Num. 14:12; Deut. 28:21; Jer.
14:12; 27:13; Ezek. 5:12; 6:11;
7:15; Matt. 24:7; Luke 21:11.

Israel visited with, Num. 14:37; 16:46;
25:9; 2 Sam. 24:15.

removed, Num. 16:47; 2 Sam. 24:16.

Plagues in the O.T., 2 Sam. 24.

PLAGUES of Egypt, Ex. 7:20.
The Ten, Ex. 9:27.

PLEADING
of God with Israel, Is. 1; 3:13; 43:26;

Jer. 2–6; 13; Ezek. 17:20; 20:36;
22; Hos. 2, etc.; Joel 3:2; Mic. 2.

of Job with God, Job 9:19; 16:21.

PLEASING AROMA offerings, a type of
Christ, Lev. 1:9.

PLEASURES
vanity of worldly, Eccl. 2.
effects of, Luke 8:14; James 5; 2 Pet.

2:13.
exhortations against, 2 Tim. 3:4; Titus

3:3; Heb. 11:25; 1 Pet. 4.

PLUMB line, symbolic meaning, Amos
7:8.

POETICAL and Wisdom Books,
Introduction, p. 699.

POLITICAL PARTIES
in the N.T., Mark 12.

POLLUTIONS
under the Law, Lev. 5; 11; 13; 15; 21;

22; Num. 5; 9:6; Ezek. 22.
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of the Sabbath, Neh. 13:15; Is. 56:2;
Ezek. 20:13.

of God’s altar, etc., Ex. 20:25; 2 Chr.
33:7; 36:14; Ezek. 8:6; 44:7; Dan.
8:11; Zeph. 3:4; Mal. 1:7.

POLYGAMY, 1 Sam. 1:7.

POOR
always to be found, Deut. 15:11; 1 Sam.

2:7; Matt. 26:11; Mark 14:7; John
12:8.

their condition described, Job 24:4;
Prov. 13:8; 14:20; 18:23; 19:4;
30:9; Eccl. 9:15; James 2.

comfort for, Job 31:19; Prov. 31:6;
1 John 3:17.

causes of poverty, Prov. 6:11; 10:4;
13:4; 19:15; 20:13; 23:21; 28:19.

oppression of, described and
condemned, Ex. 22:25; Deut.
15:7; 24:12; Job 24:9; Ps. 12:5;
14:6; 82:3; Prov. 14:31; 17:5;
22:16, 22; 28:3; Eccl. 5:8; Is.
3:14; Jer. 22:3; Amos 2:6; 4; 5:11;
8:4; Zech. 7:10; James 2:2.

kindly treatment of, Ex. 23:11; Lev.
19:10; 23:22; 25:25; Deut. 15:7;
Ps. 41:1; Prov. 14:21; Is. 58:7;
2 Cor. 8; 9; Gal. 2:10.

their right to justice, Lev. 19:15; Deut.
1:17; 16:19; Prov. 24:23; 28:21;
James 2.

God’s consideration for, Job 5:15; Ps.
9:18; 68:10; 69:33; 72:2; 102:17;
113:7; 132:15; Zech. 11:7.

when blessed by God, Prov. 15:16;
16:8; 19:1; 28:6, 11.

to be cared for by the church, Acts 6:1;
1 Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor. 8; 9; Gal. 2:10.

not to be encouraged in litigation, Ex.
23:3.

p. in spirit, blessed by Christ, Matt. 5:3;
Luke 6:20 (Is. 66:2).

POST-RESURRECTION appearances of
Christ, John 20:16.

POTTER’S vessel, symbolic, Jer. 18:2.

POWER
bestowed by God, Is. 40:29; Acts 6:8;

Rom. 15:18; 1 Cor. 5:4; 2 Cor.
12:9; Eph. 1:19.

PRAISE
God worthy of, Deut. 10:21; Judg. 5:2;

Is. 12; 25; 38:19; 42:10; Jer. 31:7;
Dan. 2:23; Joel 2:26; Hab. 3:3;
Luke 1:46, 68; Eph. 1:6; Rev.
19:5.

of man, vanity of, Prov. 27:2; Matt. 6:1.

PRAYER
occasions, objects, examples of, 1 Chr.

16:35; Job 33:26; Ps. 122:6; Matt.
5:44; 9:38; 26:41; Luke 18:3, 38;
Rom. 15:30; 1 Cor. 7:5; James
5:13; 1 Pet. 3:7; 4:7.

commanded, Is. 55:6; Matt. 7:7; 26:41;
Luke 18:1; 21:36; Eph. 6:18; Phil.
4:6; Col. 4:2; 1 Thess. 5:17, 25;
1 Tim. 2:1, 8.

encouragements to, Job 33:26; Ps. 6:9;

32:6; 66:19; Is. 65:24; Zech. 13:9;
Matt. 18:19; 21:22; Mark 11:24;
Luke 11:9; Rom. 10:13; James 1:5.

God hears and answers, Ps. 10:17;
65:2; 99:6; Is. 58:9; John 11:42.

how to be offered, Ps. 145:18; Prov.
15:29; Eccl. 5:2; Matt. 6:5, 7;
21:22; Mark 11:24; Luke 11:5;
18:1; John 9:31; 15:7; Rom.
12:12; Eph. 6:18; Col. 4:2; 1 Tim.
2:8; 5:5; Heb. 11:6; James 1:6;
4:8.

through Christ, Eph. 2:18; Heb. 10:19.
in the name of Christ, John 16:26.
promises for, Is. 65:24; Amos 5:4;

Zech. 13:9; Matt. 6:6; Luke 11:9;
John 14:13.

posture for, Num. 16:22; Josh. 5:14;
1 Kin. 8:22; 1 Chr. 21:16; 2 Chr.
6:13; Ps. 28:2; 95:6; Is. 1:15; Lam.
2:19; Matt. 26:39; Mark 11:25;
Luke 22:41; Acts 20:36; 1 Tim.
2:8.

public, Ex. 20:24; 2 Chr. 7:14, 16; Is.
56:7; Matt. 12:9; 18:19, 20; Luke
4:16; 11:2.

instances of: Joshua, Josh. 7:6–9; David,
1 Chr. 29:10, 12; 2 Sam. 6:18;
Solomon, 2 Chr. 6:12; Jews, Luke
1:10; early church, Acts 2:46;
4:24; 12:5, 12; Peter and John,
Acts 3:1; church at Antioch, Acts
13:3; Paul and Silas, Acts 16:16;
Paul with the elders, Acts 20:36;
21:5.

private, Ps. 55:17; 88:1; Dan. 6:10;
1 Thess. 5:17.

instances of: Abraham, Gen. 18:23–32;
Lot, Gen. 19:19; Eliezer, Gen.
24:12; Jacob, Gen. 32:9; Gideon,
Judg. 6:13, 22, 36, 39; Hannah,
1 Sam. 1; David, 2 Sam. 7:18;
1 Chr. 29:10; Elijah, 1 Kin. 18:36;
Hezekiah, 2 Kin. 20:2; Isaiah,
2 Kin. 20:11; Jabez, 1 Chr. 4:10;
Manasseh, 2 Chr. 33:19; Ezra,
Ezra 9:5, 6; Nehemiah, Neh. 2:4;
Jeremiah, Jer. 32:16; Daniel, Dan.
9:3 note; Jonah, Jon. 2:1; Anna,
Luke 2:37; Paul, Acts 9:11;
1 Thess. 5:23; Cornelius, Acts
10:2, 30; Peter, Acts 9:40; 10:9.

inquiring of the LORD before battle,
2 Chr. 20.

of the hypocrite condemned, Ps. 109:7;
Prov. 1:28; 28:9; Matt. 6:5.

the Lord’s, Matt. 6:9 note; Luke 11:2
note.

of malefactor on the cross, Luke 23:42.
Christ’s intercessory, John 17:1 and

17:2.

PRAYERS, Bible
O.T., Summary, Hab. 3:1.
N.T., Luke 11:2.
Prayers and Thanksgiving in the N.T.,

John 11.
Prayers of the O.T., 1 Kin. 8.

PRAYERS (of Christ)
Matt. 14:23; 26:36; 27:46; Mark 6:46;

14:32; 15:34; Luke 6:12; 9:28;
23:34, 46; John 17:9.

PREACHING
the Gospel of Christ, Matt. 4:17; 5;

28:19; Mark 1:14; 16:15; Luke
4:18 (Is. 61:1); 9:60; 24:27; Acts
2:14; 3:12; 4:8; 10:42; 13:16. See
Rom. 10:8; 1 Cor. 1:17; 2; 15:1;
Gal. 1; Eph. 1–3.

Gospel manifested through, Titus 1, 3.
repentance, by John the Baptist, Matt.

3; Mark 1; Luke 3.
of Noah, 2 Pet. 2:5, etc.
of Jonah, Jon. 3; Matt. 12:41; Luke

11:32.

PRECIOUS STONES
in the Bible, Ex. 39:13.

PREDESTINATION
Rom. 8:29; 9–11; Eph. 1:5.
Eph. 1:11; 1 Pet. 1:20.

PRESUMPTION
of Israelites, Num. 14:44; Deut. 1:43;

prophets, Deut. 18:20; builders of
Babel, Gen. 11; Korah, etc., Num.
16; Bethshemites, 1 Sam. 6:19;
Hiel, the Bethelite, 1 Kin. 16:34;
Uzzah, 2 Sam. 6:6; Uzziah, 2 Chr.
26:16; Jewish exorcists, Acts
19:13; Diotrephes, 3 John 9.

PRESUMPTUOUS
sins, Ex. 21:14; Num. 15:30; Deut.

17:12; Ps. 19:13; 2 Pet. 2:10.

PRIDE
1 Sam. 2:3; Prov. 6:16; 8:13; 16:5;

21:4; Dan. 5:20; Mark 7:20; Rom.
12:3, 16.

origin of, 2 Kin. 20:13; Zeph. 3:11;
Luke 18:11; 1 Cor. 8:1; 1 Tim.
3:6.

evil results of, Ps. 10:2; Prov. 13:10;
21:24; 28:25; Jer. 43:2; 49:16;
Obad. 3.

followed by shame and destruction,
Prov. 11:2; 16:18; 18:12; 29:23;
Is. 28:3.

exhortations against, Is. 28:1; Jer.
13:15.

PRIEST, Christ as, Zech. 6:11.

PRIESTHOOD
N.T., Summary, 1 Pet. 2:9.
of Christ, Aaron, and Melchizedek,

Rom. 8:34; Heb. 2:17; 3; 5; 7;
1 John 2:1.

PRIESTS
Levitical, Ex. 28:1; Lev. 8; their duties,

offerings, rites, Lev. 1; 9; 21; 22;
Num. 3; Deut. 31:9; Josh. 3; 4;
1 Kin. 8:3.

Regulations for the Priests, Lev. 10.
fourscore and five slain by command of

Saul, 1 Sam. 22:17.
divided by lot by David, 1 Chr. 24.
denounced for unfaithfulness, Jer. 1:18;

5:31; Hos. 5; 6; Mic. 3:11; Zeph.
3:4; Mal. 2.
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p. of Baal, slain, 1 Kin. 18:40; 2 Kin.
10:19; 11:18.

Christians called p., 1 Pet. 2:5; Rev.
1:6; 5:10; 20:6.

PRINCE
of peace, Is. 9:6; of life, Acts 3:15.
of this world, John 12:31; 14:30;

16:11.
of the power of the air, Eph. 2:2.
of demons, Christ’s miracles ascribed

to, Matt. 9:34; 12:24; Mark 3:22;
Luke 11:15.

PRINCIPALITIES
and powers, Eph. 6:12; Col. 2:15.
Christ the head of all, Eph. 1:21; Col.

1:16; 2:10.

PRISON
people in, Gen. 41:14.

PRISON Epistles, p. 1547.

PROGRAM for this age, God’s, Acts
15:13.

PROMISE, dispensation of, Gen. 12:1.

PROMISED land
as a gift, Gen. 15:18.
Conquest of the Promised Land, Josh.

11.
Delegates to Assign the Promised Land,

Num. 34.

PROMISES
of God, Ps. 89:3; Rom. 1:2; Eph. 3:6;

2 Tim. 1:1; Heb. 6:17; 8:6.
inviolable and precious, Num. 23:19;

Deut. 7:9; Josh. 23:14; 1 Kin.
8:56; Ps. 77:8; 89:3; 105:42;
2 Cor. 1:20; Gal. 3:21; Heb. 6:17;
2 Pet. 1:4.

God faithful to His, Ps. 105:42; Luke
1:54; Titus 1:2; Heb. 10:23.

pleaded in prayer, Gen. 32:9, 12;
1 Chr. 17:23; Is. 43:26.

to the repentant and returning, Ex.
34:7; Ps. 65:3; 103:9, 13; 130:4;
Is. 1:18; 27:5; 43:25; 44:22;
45:25; 46:13; 53; 55; Jer. 31:34;
33:8; Ezek. 33:16; 36:25; Mic.
7:18; Rom. 4; 5; 2 Cor. 6:18; 7:1;
Eph. 2:13.

to uphold and perfect, Ps. 23; 37:17;
42:8; 73:26; 84:11; 94:14;
103:13; Is. 25:8; 30:18; 40:29;
41:10; 43:4; 46:3; 49:14; 63:9;
Jer. 31:3; Hos. 13:10; 14:4; Zeph.
3:17; Zech. 2:8; 10; Rom. 16:20;
1 Cor. 10:13; 15:57; 2 Cor. 6:18;
12:9; Eph. 1:3; 1 Pet. 1:3; 5:7.

to Adam, Gen. 3:15; to Noah, Gen.
8:21; 9:9; to Abraham, Gen. 12:7;
13:14; 15; 17; 18:10; 22:15; to
Hagar, Gen. 16:10; 21:17; to Isaac,
Gen. 26:2; to Jacob, Gen. 28:13;
31:3; 32:12; 35:11; 46:3; to
David, 2 Sam. 7:11; 1 Chr. 17:10;
to Solomon, 1 Kin. 9; 2 Chr. 1:7;
7:12.

of Christ to His disciples, Matt. 6:4, 33;
7:7; 10; 11:28; 12:50; 16:18, 24;

17:20; 19:28; 28:20; Luke 9–12;
12:32; 22:29; John 14–16; 20:21.

Gentiles partakers of, Eph. 3.
fulfilled in Christ, 2 Sam. 7:12 (with

Acts 13:23); Luke 1:69–73.
to the poor, fatherless, etc., Deut.

10:18; Ps. 9:8; 10:14; 12:5; 68:5;
69:33; 72:12; 102:17; 107:41;
109:31; 113:7; 146:9; Prov.
15:25; 23:10; Jer. 49:11; Hos.
14:3.

of temporal blessings, Ex. 23:25; Lev.
26:6; Ps. 34:9; 37:3; 91; 102:28;
112; 121:3; 128; Prov. 3:10; Is.
32:18; 33:16; Matt. 6:25; Phil.
4:19; 1 Tim. 4:8.

exhortation concerning, Heb. 4:1.

PROPHECIES
concerning Christ, and their

fulfillment:—Prophecy, Ps. 2:7;
fulfilled, Luke 1:32, 35. Gen.
3:15—(Gal. 4:4). Gen. 17:7;
22:18—(Gal. 3:16). Gen. 21:12—
(Heb. 11:17–19). Ps. 132:11; Jer.
23:5—(Acts 13:23; Rom. 1:3).
Gen. 49:10; Dan. 9:24, 25—(Luke
2:1). Is. 7:14—(Matt. 1:18; Luke
2:7). Is. 7:14—(Matt. 1:22, 23).
Mic. 5:2—(Matt. 2:1; Luke 2:4–6).
Ps. 72:10—(Matt. 2:1–11). Jer.
31:15—(Matt. 2:16–18). Hos.
11:1—(Matt. 2:15). Is. 40:3; Mal.
3:1—(Matt. 3:1, 3; Luke 1:17). Ps.
45:7; Is. 11:2; 61:1—(Matt. 3:16;
John 3:34; Acts 10:38). Deut.
18:15–18—(Acts 3:20–22). Ps.
110:4—(Heb. 5:5, 6). Is. 61:1, 2—
(Luke 4:16–21, 43). Is. 9:1,2—
(Matt. 4:12–16, 23). Zech. 9:9—
(Matt. 21:1–5). Hag. 2:7, 9; Mal.
3:1—(Matt. 21:12; Luke 2:27–32;
John 2:13–16). Is. 53:2—(Mark
6:3; Luke 9:58). Is. 42:2—(Matt.
12:15, 16, 19). Is. 40:11; 42:3—
(Matt. 12:15, 20; Heb. 4:15). Is.
53:9—(1 Pet. 2:22). Ps. 69:9—
(John 2:17). Ps. 78:2—(Matt.
13:34, 35). Is. 35:5, 6—(Matt.
11:4–6; John 11:47). Ps. 22:6;
69:7, 9, 20—(Rom. 15:3). Ps.
69:8; Is. 63:3—(John 1:11; 7:3).
Is. 8:14—(Rom. 9:32; 1 Pet. 2:8).
Ps. 69:4; Is. 49:7—(John 15:24,
25). Ps. 118:22—(Matt. 21:42;
John 7:48). Ps. 2:1, 2—(Luke
23:12; Acts 4:27). Ps. 41:9;
55:12–14—(John 13:18, 21).
Zech. 13:7—(Matt. 26:31, 56).
Zech. 11:12—(Matt. 26:15). Zech.
11:13—(Matt. 27:7). Ps. 22:14,
15—(Luke 22:42, 44). Is. 53:4–6,
12; Dan. 9:26—(Matt. 20:28). Is.
53:7—(Matt. 26:63; 27:12–14).
Mic. 5:1—(Matt. 27:30). Is. 52:14;
53:3—(John 19:5). Is. 50:6—
(Mark 14:65; John 19:1). Ps.
22:16—(John 19:18; 20:25). Ps.
22:1—(Matt. 27:46). Ps. 22:7, 8—
(Matt. 27:39–44). Ps. 69:21—
(Matt. 27:34). Ps. 22:18—(Matt.

27:35). Is. 53:12—(Mark 15:28).
Is. 53:12—(Luke 23:34). Is.
53:12—(Matt. 27:50). Ex. 12:46;
Ps. 34:20—(John 19:33, 36). Zech.
12:10—(John 19:34, 37). Is.
53:9—(Matt. 27:57–60). Ps.
16:10—(Acts 2:31). Ps. 16:10; Is.
26:19—(Luke 24:6, 31, 34). Ps.
68:18—(Luke 24:51; Acts 1:9). Ps.
110:1—(Heb. 1:3). Zech. 6:13—
(Rom. 8:34). Is. 28:16—(1 Pet.
2:6, 7). Ps. 2:6—(Luke 1:32; John
18:33–37). Is. 11:10; 42:1—(Matt.
1:17, 21; John 10:16; Acts 10:45,
47). Ps. 45:6, 7—(John 5:30; Rev.
19:11). Ps. 72:8; Dan. 7:14—(Phil.
2:9, 11). Is. 9:7; Dan. 7:14—(Luke
1:32, 33).

Micah’s Prophecies, Mic. 4.
Prophecies of the O.T. Relating to

Christ, Is. 32.

PROPHECY
fulfilled, testimony of, 2 Pet. 1:19.
interpretation, Matt. 2:15.
God author of, Is. 44:7; 45:21; Luke

1:70; 2 Pet. 1:19, 21; Rev. 1:1.
gift of Christ, Eph. 4:11; Rev. 11:3.
of Holy Spirit, 1 Cor. 12:10.
Christ the great subject of, Luke 24:44;

Acts 3:22–24; 10:43; 1 Pet. 1:10,
11.

to be received with faith and reverence,
2 Chr. 20:20; Luke 24:25;
1 Thess. 5:20; 2 Pet. 1:19.

pretended, guilt of, Jer. 14:14; 23:13;
Ezek. 13:3.

how tested, Deut. 13:1; 18:20; Jer.
14:15; 23:16.

Prophecy of the Seventy Weeks, Dan. 9.

PROPHET
Christ as, Luke 24:19.
credentials of a true, Deut. 13:4.
N.T., 1 Cor. 12:10.

PROPHETESSES
2 Kin. 22:14.
Anna, Luke 2:36; Deborah, Judg. 4:4;

Huldah, 2 Kin. 22:14; Miriam, Ex.
15:20; Noadiah, Neh. 6:14.

PROPHETIC Books, Introduction, p.
908.

PROPHETS
Chronological Order of the Prophets, p.

909.
sent by God, Is. 58:1; Jer. 1:4; 23:28;

25:4; Ezek. 2:3.
Christ predicted as a prophet, Deut.

18:15; called one, Matt. 21:11;
Luke 7:16; mocked at as, Luke
22:64.

persons so called: Aaron, Ex. 7:1;
Abraham, Gen. 20:7; Agabus, Acts
21:10; Ahijah, 1 Kin. 11:29;
Amos, Amos 7:14; Balaam, Num.
24:2; Daniel, Dan. 10; Matt.
24:15; David, Matt. 13:35; Acts
2:30; Eldad, Num. 11:26; Elijah,
1 Kin. 18:36; Elisha, 2 Kin. 6:12;
Ezekiel, Ezek. 1:3; Gad, 1 Sam.
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22:5; Habakkuk, Hab. 1:1; Haggai,
Ezra 5:1; 6:14; Hag. 1:1;
Hananiah, Jer. 28:17; Hosea, Hos.
1:1; Rom. 9:25; Iddo, 2 Chr.
13:22; Isaiah, 2 Kin. 20:11; Is.
1:1; Matt. 3:3; Jehu, 1 Kin. 16:7;
Jeremiah, 2 Chr. 36:12; Jer. 1:5;
Joel, Joel 1:1; Acts 2:16: John the
Baptist, Luke 7:28; Joshua, 1 Kin.
16:34; Jonah, 2 Kin. 14:25; Jon.
1:1; Matt. 12:39; Malachi, Mal.
1:1; Medad, Num. 11:26; Micah,
Jer. 26:18; Mic. 1:1; Moses, Deut.
34:10; Nahum, Nah. 1:1; Nathan,
1 Kin. 1:32; Obadiah, Obad. 1;
Oded, 2 Chr. 15:8; Paul, Acts
13:9; 27:10; Samuel, 1 Sam. 20;
Shemaiah, 2 Chr. 12:5; Zechariah,
Luke 1:67; Zechariah, Zech. 1:1;
Zephaniah, Zeph. 1:1.

Old Testament Prophets and Their
Message, Is. 23.

PROPHETS, false
Zedekiah, 1 Kin. 22:11; Jer. 29:21; Bar-

Jesus, Acts 13:6; denounced, Deut.
13; 18:20; Is. 9:15; Jer. 6:13;
14:13; 23:9, 34; 28:15; 29:20, 31;
Ezek. 13:3; 14:9; Matt. 7:15;
24:11; 2 Pet. 2:1; 1 John 4:1.

PROPITIATION, Rom. 3:25.

PSALMS, Alphabetical, Ps. 119, Aleph.

PSALMS
authorship, Ps. 1:1.
A Classification of the Psalms, Ps. 75.
Hallelujah, Ps. 113:1.
Historical Connections of the Psalms,

Ps. 63.
Imprecatory, Ps. 109:1.
Messianic, Summary, Ps. 118:29; 2:1.
Some of the Most Popular Psalms, Ps.

130.
Songs of Ascents, Ps. 120, inscription.
trilogy, Ps. 22:1.
MAP: PLACES NAMED IN PSALMS, Ps. 78.

THE PSALMS
I. SUPPLICATION

1. on account of sin, Ps. 6; 25; 32; 38;
51; 102; 130.

2. suffering, Ps. 7; 10; 13; 17; 22; 31;
35; 41–43; 54–57; 59; 64; 69–71;
77; 86; 88; 109; 120; 140–143.

3. persecution, Ps. 44; 60; 74; 79; 80;
83; 89; 94; 102; 123; 137.

4. public worship, Ps. 26; 27; 42; 43;
63; 65; 84; 92; 95–100; 118; 122;
132; 144; 145–150.

5. trust in God, Ps. 3–5; 11; 12; 16; 20;
23; 27; 28; 31; 42; 43; 52; 54; 56;
57; 59; 61–64; 71; 77; 86; 108;
115; 118; 121; 125; 131; 138;
141.

6. the Psalmist’s piety, Ps. 7; 17; 26;
35; 101; 119.

II. GRATITUDE
1. the Psalmist personally, Ps. 9; 18;

30; 32; 34; 40; 61–63; 75; 103;
108; 116; 118; 138; 144.

2. relative to the Church, Ps. 33; 46;

47; 65; 66; 68; 75; 76; 81; 85; 87;
95; 98; 105–107; 124; 126; 129;
134–136; 149.

III. ADORATION
1. of God’s goodness and mercy, Ps. 3;

4; 9; 16; 18; 30–34; 36; 40; 46;
65–68; 84; 85; 91; 99; 100; 103;
107; 111; 113; 116; 117; 121;
126; 145; 146.

2. of God’s power, majesty, and glory,
Ps. 2; 3; 8; 18; 19; 24; 29; 33;
45–48; 50; 65–68; 76; 77; 89;
91–100; 104–108; 110; 111;
113–118; 135; 136; 139;
145–150.

IV. DIDACTIC
1. showing the blessings of God’s

people and the misery of His
enemies, Ps. 1; 3; 4; 5; 7; 9–15;
17; 24; 25; 32; 34; 36; 37; 41; 50;
52; 53; 58; 62; 73; 75; 82; 84; 91;
92; 94; 101; 112; 119; 121; 125;
127–129; 133; 149.

2. the excellence of God’s law, Ps. 19;
119.

3. the vanity of human life, etc., Ps. 14;
39; 49; 53; 73; 90.

V. PROPHETIC, TYPICAL, AND
HISTORICAL

Ps. 2; 16; 22; 24; 31; 35; 40; 41; 45;
50; 55; 68; 69; 72; 78; 87; 88;
102; 105; 106; 109; 110; 118;
132; 135; 136.

PUNISHMENTS
burning, Gen. 38:24; Lev. 20:14; 21:9.
hanging, Gen. 40:22; Deut. 21:23; Ezra

6:11; Esth. 2:23; 7:10.
flogging, Lev. 19:20; Deut. 25:1; Matt.

27:26; Acts 22:25.
stoning, Lev. 20:2; 24:14; 1 Kin. 21:10;

John 8:59; Acts 7:58; 14:19.
beheading, 2 Kin. 6:31; 10:7; Matt.

14:10. See Heb. 11:36.
crucifying, Matt. 20:19; 27:31, etc.

PUNS
Geographical Puns in Micah, Mic. 1.
MAP: GEOGRAPHICAL PUNS IN MICAH,

Mic. 1.

PURITY
moral, commanded, Gal. 5:16; Eph.

5:3; Phil. 2:15; 4:8; Col. 3:5;
1 Tim. 5:22; Titus 1:15; 1 Pet.
2:11; 2 Pet. 3:1; 1 John 3:3.

of God’s word and law, Ps. 12:6; 19:8;
119:140; Prov. 30:5.

QUAIL, Num. 11:31.

QUEEN of heaven, Jer. 7:18.

QUOTATIONS in N.T. from O.T., Heb.
10:5.

RAHAB, Josh. 2:1.

RAIN
the deluge, Gen. 7; Ex. 9:34; 1 Sam.

12:17; Ps. 105:32.
the gift of God, Matt. 5:45; Acts 14:17.
withheld, 1 Kin. 17; Jer. 14; Zech.

14:17; James 5:17.

emblematic, Lev. 26:4; Deut. 32:2;
2 Sam. 23:4; Ps. 68:9; Hos. 10:12.

RAINBOW, Gen. 9:13.

RAPTURE, of Church, 1 Thess. 4:17.

READING
of the Law, Ex. 24:7; Josh. 8:34; 2 Kin.

23; Neh. 8; 9.
of the Prophets, Luke 4:16.
of the Epistles, Col. 4:16; 1 Thess.

5:27. See Acts 13:15.

REBEKAH, type of Church, Gen. 24:1.

REBUKE
Prov. 6:23; 13:18; 15:5, 31; 17:10;

19:25; 25:12; 27:5; 29:15; Eccl.
7:5; Eph. 5:13; 2 Tim. 3:16.

necessary, Lev. 19:17; Is. 58:1; Ezek.
2:3; 33; 2 Thess. 3:15; 1 Tim.
5:20; 2 Tim. 4:2; Titus 1:13; 2:15.

beneficial, Ps. 141:5; Prov. 9:8; 10:17;
15:5; 24:25.

not to be despised, Prov. 1:25; 5:12;
10:17; 12:1; 15:10; 29:1.

RECONCILIATION
Col. 1:20.
with God, Is. 53:5; Dan. 9:24; Rom. 5;

2 Cor. 5:19; Eph. 2:16; Col. 1:20;
Heb. 2:17.

RED
heifer, type of Christ’s sacrifice, Num.

19:2.
horse, symbolic meaning, Zech. 1:8.

REDEEMER, first promise of, Gen.
3:15.

REDEMPTION
Rom. 3:24.
(Exodus), Summary, Ex. 6:6.
kinsman type, Summary, Is. 59:20.
by Christ, Rom. 5; Gal. 1:4; 3; 4; Eph.

1; 2; Col. 1; Heb. 9; 10; Titus
2:14; 1 Pet. 1:18; Rev. 5:9.

of land, etc., Lev. 25; Neh. 5:8.
of the firstborn, Ex. 13:11; Num. 3:12.

REFRESHING, times of, Acts 3:20.

REFUGE, cities of, Num. 35:6.

REGENERATION
John 3:3.
meaning, Matt. 19:28.

RELIGION, state, Dan. 3:6.

REMISSION
of sins, Matt. 26:28; Mark 1:4; Luke

24:47; Acts 2:38; 10:43; Heb.
9:22; 10:18.

REMNANT, Summary, Rom. 11:5; Jer.
15:11; Mic. 4:11.

REPENTANCE
O.T., Summary, Zech. 8:14.
N.T., Summary, Acts 17:30.
preached by John the Baptist, Matt. 3;

Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3.
by Jesus Christ, Matt. 4:17; Mark 1:15;

6:12; Luke 13:3; 15; 24:47; Acts
2:38; 3:19; 17:30.
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exhortations to, Job 11:13; Is. 1; Jer.
3–5; 26; 31:18; Ezek. 14:6; 18;
Hos. 6; 12; 14; Joel 1:8; 2; Zeph.
2; Zech. 1; Mal. 1–4; Rev. 2:5, 16,
21; 3:3, 19.

RESTORATION
from Babylon, order of, Ezra 2:1.
of Israel. See ISRAEL, Restoration of.
times of, Acts 3:21.

RESTRAINER, 2 Thess. 2:3.

RESURRECTION
Summary, 1 Cor. 15:52.
the first, Rev. 20:5.
morning, order of events, Matt. 28:1.
of the body foretold, Job 19:26; Ps.

17:15; Is. 26:19; Dan. 12:2.
Resurrection and Post-Resurrection

Appearances of Jesus, Luke 23.
typical, Ezek. 37.
proclaimed by Christ, Matt. 22:31;

Luke 14:14; John 5:28; 11:23.
preached by the apostles, Acts 4:2;

17:18; 24:15; 26:8; Rom. 6:5;
8:11; 1 Cor. 15; 2 Cor. 4:14; Phil.
3:20; Col. 3:3; 1 Thess. 4:15;
5:23; Heb. 6:2; 2 Pet. 1:11; 1 John
3:2.

RESURRECTIONS, interval between,
Rev. 20:5.

RETURN of Christ, See Christ.

REVELATION, method of, 1 Cor. 2:13.

REVERENCE
to God, Ex. 3:5; Ps. 89:7; 111:9; Heb.

12:28.
to God’s sanctuary, Lev. 19:30.
from wives to husbands, Eph. 5:33.

REVIVAL, greatest, Jon. 3:10.

REVIVALS in the Bible, Gen. 35:1.

REVOLT
instances of: cities of the plain, Gen.

14:1; Korah, Dathan, Abiram,
Num. 16:1; Israel from
Mesopotamia, Judg. 3:9 (under
Othniel); southern tribes from the
Philistines, Judg. 3:31; eastern
tribes from Eglon, Judg. 3:12;
Deborah and Barak, Judg. 4:4;
southern tribes from Midian, Judg.
6; 7; 8; southern tribes from
Ammon, Judg. 11; Samson, Judg.
15; Ish-bosheth, 2 Sam. 2:8;
Abner, 2 Sam. 3; Absalom, 2 Sam.
15:10; Adonijah, 1 Kin. 1:5; 2:13;
Hadad and Rezon, 1 Kin. 11:14,
23; ten tribes, 1 Kin. 12:19; 2 Chr.
10:19; Moab, 2 Kin. 1; 3:5, 7;
Edom, 2 Kin. 8:20; 2 Chr. 21:8;
Libnah, 2 Kin. 8:22; 2 Chr. 21:10;
Jehu, 2 Kin. 9:11; Hoshea, 2 Kin.
17:4; Hezekiah, 2 Kin. 18:4;
Jehoiakim, 2 Kin. 24:1; Zedekiah,
2 Kin. 24:20; 2 Chr. 36:13; Jer.
52:3; Theudas, Acts 5:36; Judas of
Galilee, Acts 5:37.

REWARD
to the righteous, Gen. 15:1; Ps. 19:11;

58:11; Prov. 11:18; 25:22; Matt.
5:12; 6:1; 10:41; Luke 6:35;
1 Cor. 3:8; Col. 2:18; 3:24; Heb.
10:35; 11:6; Rev. 22:12.

threatened to the wicked, Deut. 32:41;
2 Sam. 3:39; Ps. 54:5; 91:8; 109;
Obad. 15; 2 Pet. 2:13; Rev. 19:17;
20:15; 22:15.

exceeding great, Gen. 15:1.

REWARDS and salvation distinguished,
1 Cor. 3:14.

RICH young ruler, Matt. 19:16.

RICHES
God gives, 1 Sam. 2:7; Prov. 10:22;

Eccl. 5:19.
the true, Prov. 3:14; Matt. 13:44; Luke

16:11; Eph. 3:8; Col. 2:3.
earthly, Deut. 8:17; 1 Chr. 29:12; Ps.

49:6; Prov. 11:4; 15:16; 23:5;
27:24; Eccl. 4:8; 5:10; 6; Jer. 9:23;
48:36; Ezek. 7:19; Zeph. 1:18;
Matt. 6:19; 13:22; 1 Tim. 6:17;
James 1:11; 5:2; 1 Pet. 1:18.

uncertain, Prov. 23:5.
dangers of, Deut. 8:13; 32:15; Neh.

9:25; Prov. 15:16; 18:23; 28:11;
30:8; Eccl. 5:12; Hos. 12:8; Mic.
6:12; Matt. 13:22; 19:23; Mark
10:22; Luke 12:15; 1 Tim. 6:10;
James 2:6; 5:1.

proper use of, 1 Chr. 29:3; Job 31:16,
24; Ps. 62:10; Jer. 9:23; Matt.
6:19; 19:21; Luke 16:9; 1 Tim.
6:17; James 1:9; 1 John 3:17.

evil use of, Job 20:15; 31:24; Ps. 39:6;
49:6; 73:12; Prov. 11:28; 13:7,
11; 15:6; Eccl. 2:26; 5:10; James
5:3.

end of the wicked rich, Job 20:16;
21:13; 27:16; Ps. 52:7; Prov. 11:4;
22:16; Eccl. 5:14; Jer. 17:11; Mic.
2:3; Hab. 2:6; Luke 6:24; 12:16;
16:19; James 5:1.

RIGHTEOUS living, 1 John 3:7.

RIGHTEOUSNESS
O.T., Summary, Luke 2:25.
condition of salvation, Gen. 15:6.
garment, Rev. 19:8.
of God, Rom. 3:21.
imputed, Gen. 15:6.
two meanings, Rom. 10:3; 10:10.
by faith, Gen. 15:6; Ps. 106:31; Rom.

4:3; Gal. 3:6; James 2:23.
of God in Christ, imputed, Is. 54:17;

Jer. 23:6; 33:16; Hos. 2:19; Mal.
4:2; Rom. 1:17; 3:22; 10:3; 1 Cor.
1:30; 2 Cor. 5:21; Phil. 3:9; Titus
2:14; 2 Pet. 1:1.

of the law and faith, Rom. 10.
of man, Deut. 9:4; Is. 64:6; Dan. 9:18;

Phil. 3:9.

RIVER
of life, Rev. 22.
See Ps. 36:8; 46:4; 65:9; Ezek. 47.
of Egypt (Nile), Ex. 1:22; Ezek. 29:3,

10; Moses hidden in, Ex. 2:5;

waters of, turned into blood, Ex.
7:15.

ROCK
Christ as the, 1 Pet. 2:8.
significance of, Ex. 17:6.
water brought out of, by Moses, Ex.

17:6; Num. 20:10. See 1 Cor.
10:4.

figuratively used, Deut. 32:4, 15;
2 Sam. 22:2; 23:3; Ps. 18:2; 28:1;
31:2; 61:2; Is. 17:10; 26:4; 32:2.
See Matt. 7:24.

ROD, a sign, Ex. 4:2; 7:12.

ROMAN empire restored, Rev. 13:1.

ROME
in prophecy, Rev. 13:3.
MAP: ROME IN THE TIME OF PAUL, Rom. 2.

RULERS
See KINGS.
The Biblical Order of the Monarchs of

Daniel’s Time, Dan. 5.
Rulers During New Testament Times,

Mark 6.

RUSSIA in prophecy, Ezek. 38:2.

RUTH
MAP: THE BOOK OF RUTH, Ruth 2.

SABBATH
Neh. 9:14; Matt. 12:1.
day of rest, Gen. 2:2 (Heb. 4:4).
to be kept holy, Ex. 16:23; 20:8; 23:12;

31:13; 34:21; 35:2; Lev. 25:3;
Num. 15:32; Deut. 5:12; Neh.
10:31; 13:15; Is. 56; 58:13; Jer.
17:21; Ezek. 20:12.

offerings, Num. 28:9.
the seventh year kept as, Ex. 23:10;

Lev. 25:1.
Christ the Lord of, Mark 2:27; Luke

6:5.

SACRIFICES
Lev. 22:19; Deut. 17:1.
Summary, Heb. 10:18.
in future kingdom, Ezek. 43:19.
O.T., Ex. 29:33.
O.T., type of Christ’s sacrifice, Lev.

16:5; 17:11.
of the Old Testament, Lev. 3:1.
types of Christ, Heb. 9; 10.

SACRIFICIAL animals, typical
meaning, Lev. 1:3.

SADDUCEES (named from Zadok,
founder of the sect)
Matt. 3:7.
their controversies with Christ, Matt.

16:1; 22:23; Mark 12:18; Luke
20:27; with the apostles, Acts 4:1;
with Paul, Acts 23:6.

their doctrines, Matt. 22:23; Mark
12:18; Acts 23:8.

SAINT, meaning in N.T., Rom. 1:7.

SAINTS
meaning in O.T., Dan. 7:18.
of God, Deut. 33:2; 1 Sam. 2:9; Ps.
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145:10; 148:14; 149; Prov. 2:8;
Dan. 7:18; Zech. 14:5.

believers, Rom. 8:27; Eph. 2:19; Col.
1:12; Jude 3; Rev. 5:8.

obligations of, 2 Chr. 6:41; Ps. 30:4;
31:23; 34:9; 132:9; Rom. 16:2,
15; 1 Cor. 6; 2 Cor. 8; 9; Eph. 4;
6:18; Philem.; Heb. 6:10; 13:24.

SALT
Lev. 2:13; Mark 9:49.
Lot’s wife becomes a pillar of, Gen.

19:26.
salt of the earth, Matt. 5:13 (Luke

14:34; Col. 4:6).
Symbolism of Salt in Scripture, Jer. 17.

SALT SEA (Siddim)
Gen. 14:3; Num. 34:3, 12; Deut. 3:17;

Josh. 3:16; 12:3; 15:1, 2.

SALVATION
and rewards distinguished, 1 Cor. 3:14.
three tenses, Rom. 1:16.

SAMSON, Judg. 16:31.
Samson’s Antics, Judg. 15.

SAMUEL
1 Sam. 1:20.
born, and presented to the Lord, 1 Sam.

1:19, 26.
ministers to the Lord, 1 Sam. 3.
the Lord speaks to, 1 Sam. 3:11.
judges Israel, 1 Sam. 7; 8:1; Acts 13:20.
anoints Saul king, 1 Sam. 10:1.
rebukes Saul for sin, 1 Sam. 13:13;

15:16.
anoints David, 1 Sam. 16; 19:18.
his death, 1 Sam. 25:1; 28:3.
his spirit consulted by Saul, 1 Sam.

28:12.
as a prophet, Ps. 99:6; Acts 3:24; Heb.

11:32.

SANCTIFICATION
Sanctification, Holiness in the Old

Testament, Summary, Zech. 8:3.
Sanctification, Holiness in the New

Testament, Summary, Rev. 22:11.
by Christ, John 17:19; 1 Cor. 1:2, 30;

6:11; Eph. 5:26; Heb. 2:11; 10:10;
Jude 1.

by the Spirit, Rom. 15:16; 2 Thess.
2:13; 1 Pet. 1:2.

SANCTIFIED
the seventh day, Gen. 2:3; the firstborn

to be, Ex. 13:2; the people, Ex.
19:10; Num. 11:18; Josh. 3:5; the
tabernacle, Ex. 29; 30; Lev. 8:10;
the priests, Lev. 8:30; 9; 2 Chr.
5:11.

SANCTUARY
God, of His people, Is. 8:14; Ezek.

11:16. See Ps. 20:2; 63:2; 68:24;
73:17; 77:13; 78:54; 96:6; 134;
150; Heb. 8; 9. See TEMPLE.

SANCTUARY of refuge, Ezek. 11:16.

SARAH, typical significance, Gen. 21:3.

SATAN
Appearances of Satan and Spirits in the

Old Testament, Job 1.
Summary, Rev. 20:10.
as angel of light, Gen. 3:1.
as morning star (Lucifer), meaning, Is.

14:12.
typified by the prince of Tyre, Ezek.

28:12,19.

SATANIC deception, Luke 4:10; 1 Tim.
4:1.

SAUL
death of, 2 Sam. 1:10.
Saul at War, 1 Sam. 15.
Saul’s Family Tree, 1 Sa. 18.

SAVIOR
Christ, Luke 2:11; John 4:42; Acts

5:31; 13:23; Eph. 5:23; 2 Pet. 1:1;
3:2; 1 John 4:14; Jude 25.

God, Is. 43:3, 11; Jer. 14:8; Hos. 13:4;
Luke 1:47.

SCARLET, Josh. 2:21.

SCRIBES, the, Matt. 2:4.

SCRIBES
2 Sam. 8:17; 20:25; 1 Kin. 4:3; 2 Kin.

19:2; 22:8; 1 Chr. 27:32; Ezra 7:6;
Jer. 36:26.

and Pharisees, censured by Christ,
Matt. 15:3; 23:2; Mark 2:16; 3:22;
Luke 11:15, 53; 20:1.

conspire against Christ, Mark 11:18;
Luke 20:19; 22:2; 23:10.

persecute Stephen, Acts 6:12.

SCRIPTURE
accuracy of, Luke 4:19.
five divisions of, p. xviii.

SCRIPTURES
the Holy, given by inspiration of God

through the Holy Spirit, Acts 1:16;
2 Tim. 3:16; Heb. 3:7; 2 Pet. 1:21.

Christ confirms and teaches out of,
Matt. 4:4; Mark 12:10; Luke
24:27; John 7:42.

testify of Christ, John 5:39; Acts 10:43;
18:28; 1 Cor. 15:3.

profitable for doctrine, instruction, and
rule of life, Ps. 19:7; 119:9; John
17:17; Acts 20:32; Rom. 15:4;
16:26; 2 Tim. 3:16, 17.

make wise for salvation, John 20:31;
Rom. 1:2; 2 Tim. 3:15; James
1:21; 2 Pet. 1:19.

to be taught diligently, Deut. 6:9;
17:19; 1 Pet. 2:2.

to be kept unaltered, Deut. 4:2; Prov.
30:6; 2 Tim. 1:13 (Jude 3); Rev.
22:18.

to be searched, John 5:39; example,
Acts 17:11.

formerly given by God through the
prophets, Luke 16:31; Rom. 3:2;
9:4; Heb. 1:1 fulfilled by Christ,
Matt. 5:17; Luke 24:27; John
19:24; Acts 13:29.

appealed to by the apostles, Ac, 2; 3;
8:32; 17:2; 18:24; 28:23.

rejecters will be judged by, John 12:48;
Heb. 2:3; 10:28; 12:25.

SCROLL, flying, symbolic, Zech. 5:1.

SEA, symbolic meaning, Dan. 7:2.

SEAL, symbol of Holy Spirit, Eph. 1:13.

SEALED
believers, 2 Cor. 1:22; Eph. 1:13; 4:30;

in heaven, number of, Rev. 7.
scroll opened, Rev. 5:6.
utterances of the seven thunders, Rev.

10:4.

SEARCHER
of hearts, God, 1 Chr. 28:9; 29:17; Ps.

7:9; Jer. 17:10.

SECOND
advent of Christ, Acts 1:11.
death, Summary, Rev. 20:14.

SECTS
Religious Sects in the New Testament,

Mark 3.

SECURITY of believer, Jude 1; Ezek.
18:24.

SEED
of the woman, Gen. 3:15; Rev. 12; of

the serpent, Gen. 3:15.
parables about, Matt. 13; Luke 8:5.

SELAH, meaning, Ps. 3:2.

SELF
new, defined, Eph. 4:24.
old, defined, Rom. 6:16.

SELF-DENIAL
Prov. 23:2; Jer. 35; Luke 3:11; 14:33;

Acts 2:45; 20:24; Rom. 6:12; 8:13;
14:20; 15:1; Gal. 5:24; Phil. 2:4;
Titus 2:12; Heb. 11:24; 1 Pet.
2:11.

Christ an example of, Matt. 4:8; 8:20;
Rom. 15:3; Phil. 2:6.

incumbent on His followers, Matt. 10:38;
16:24; Mark 8:34; Luke 9:23.

SELF-EXAMINATION
commanded, Lam. 3:40; Ps. 4:4; 1 Cor.

11:28; 2 Cor. 13:5.

SELF-JUDGMENT, 1 Cor. 11:31.

SELFISHNESS
Is. 56:11; Rom. 15:1; 1 Cor. 10:24;

2 Cor. 5:15; Phil. 2:4, 21; 2 Tim.
3:2; James 2:8.

SEPARATION, Summary, 2 Cor. 6:17.

SERMON
on the Mount, Matt. 5–7; Matt. 5:3.

Luke 6:20. See CHRIST.

SERAPHIM, Is. 6:2.

SERPENT
in Eden, Gen. 3:1
cursed by God, Gen. 3:14 (2 Cor. 11:3;

Rev. 12:9).
See SNAKES.

SERVANT
Eliezer, a model, Gen. 24:66.
of the LORD, Christ as, Is. 42:1; 52:13.
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of the LORD, three in Isaiah, Is. 41:8.

SERVICE, exact obedience in, 2 Sam.
6:3.

SEVENTY
elders, the, Ex. 18:25; 24; Num. 11:16.
years’ captivity foretold, Jer. 25:11.
weeks, Daniel’s prophecy concerning,

Dan. 9:24.
disciples. See DISCIPLES OF CHRIST.

SEVENTY ‘sevens’ (‘weeks’), the
prophecy of the, Dan. 9:24.

SEVENTY years of the captivity, Jer.
25:11.

SHECHEM, Ps. 60:6.

SHEEP
other, John 10:16.
for sacrifice, Lev. 1:10; 1 Kin. 8:63;

2 Chr. 30:24.
the people spoken of as, 2 Sam. 24:17;

Ps. 74:1.
the church compared to, Ps. 74:1;

79:13; 95:7; 100:3; Ezek. 34;
36:38; Mic. 2:12; Matt. 15:24;
25:32; John 10:2; 1 Pet. 2:25.

emblem of Christ, Is. 53:7; Acts 8:32.
of His people, Ps. 95:7; John 21:16.

SHEKEL, Ex. 30:13.

SHEKINAH, Ex. 27:20.

SHEMA, Deut. 6:4.

SHEOL, Hab. 2.
See GRAVE, HELL.

SHEPHELAH, Deut. 1:7.

SHEPHERD
Christ as, John 10:7.
the Good (Christ), John 10:14; Heb.

13:20; 1 Pet. 2:25; 5:4 (Is. 40:11;
Zech. 11:16; 13:7).

of Israel, Ps. 23:1; 80:1; Ezek. 34:11.
shepherd of his flock, Is. 63:11.
worthless shepherd, Zech. 11:17.
hired hand, John 10:12.
Shepherds in the Bible, Ps. 80.

SHOWBREAD, type of Christ, Ex. 25:30

SHILOH, Gen. 49:10; Josh. 18:1.

SICK
Hezekiah, 2 Kin. 20:1; 2 Chr. 32:24;

Lazarus, John 11:1; Dorcas, Acts
9:37; Peter’s wife’s mother, Matt.
8:14; Mark 1:30; Luke 4:38.

healing the, Matt. 8:16; 10:8; Mark
16:18; Luke 7:10.

when did we see you, Matt. 25:39.
and almost died, Phil. 2:27.

SICKNESS
Lev. 26:16; Deut. 28:27; 2 Sam. 12:15;

2 Chr. 21:15.
conduct under, Ps. 35:13; Is. 38:12;

Matt. 25:36; James 5:14. See
AFFLICTION.

SIGNET, symbolic meaning, Hag. 2:23.

SIGNS
sun and moon, Gen. 1:14; rainbow,

Gen. 9:13; circumcision, Gen.
17:10; Moses, Ex. 3:12; 4:8;
Sabbath, Ex. 31:13; Jonah, Matt.
12:39; apostles, Acts 2:43; also
1 Kin. 13:3; Is. 7:11; 8:18; 20:3;
Ezek. 24:24.

false, Deut. 13:1; Matt. 24:24; 2 Thess.
2:9.

of the times, Matt. 16:3.

SILVER as atonement money, Ex.
26:19.

SIN
Summary, Rom. 3:23.
of believers interrupts communion,

John 13:10.
leprosy a type of, Lev. 13:2.
moral ruin, Rom. 5:12.
three forms, Mark 7:21.
offering, Gen. 4:7.
offering, type of Christ, Lev. 4:3.
unpardonable, Matt. 12:31.
what it is, Deut. 9:7; Josh. 1:18; Prov.

24:9; Rom. 14:23; James 4:17;
1 John 3:4; 5:17.

origin of, Gen. 3:6, 7; Matt. 15:19;
John 8:44; Rom. 5:12; 1 John 3:8.

characteristics of, Prov. 14:34; 15:9;
30:12; Is. 1:18; 59:3; Jer. 44:4;
Eph. 5:11; Heb. 3:13, 15; 6:1;
9:14; James 1:15.

sting of, death, 1 Cor. 15:56.
all born in, and under, Gen. 5:3; Job

15:14; 25:4; Ps. 51:5; Rom. 3:9;
Gal. 3:22.

Christ alone without, 2 Cor. 5:21; Heb.
4:15; 7:26; 1 John 3:5; His blood
alone redeems from, John 1:29;
Eph. 1:7; 1 John 1:7; 3:5.

fountain for, Zech. 13:1.
repented of, and confessed, Job 33:27;

Ps. 38:18; 97:10; Prov. 28:13; Jer.
3:21; Rom. 12:9; 1 John 1:9.

prayed, striven against, and put to
death, Ps. 4:4; 19:13; 39:1; 51:2;
139:23, 24; Matt. 6:13; Rom.
8:13; Col. 3:5; Heb. 12:4.

excludes from heaven, 1 Cor. 6:9; Gal.
5:19; Eph. 5:5; Rev. 21:27.

wages of, death, Rom. 6:23.
punishment of, Gen. 2:17; Ezek. 18:4;

Rom. 5:13; Heb. 10:26; James
1:15.

SINAI, lessons of, Ex. 19:1.

SINS, of believers, Ps. 51:1; 1 John 3:4.

SINS, NATIONAL
bring judgments, Matt. 23:35, 36;

27:25; denounced, Is. 1:24; 30:1;
Jer. 5:9; 6:27.

SLEEP
Gen. 2:21; 15:12; 1 Sam. 26:12; Job

4:13; Prov. 6:4–11; 19:15; 20:13.
figurative, Ps. 13:3; Dan. 12:2; Mark

13:36; Rom. 13:11; 1 Cor. 11:30;
15:20, 51; 1 Thess. 4:13–15.

SNAKE, symbolic, Num. 21:9.

SNAKES
Fiery, sent by God, and bronze one

made by Moses, Num. 21:8 (John
3:14); the latter destroyed, 2 Kin.
18:4; swallowed up, Ex. 7:12.

SODOM and Gomorrah, Gen. 19:28.

SOJOURNERS (among the Israelites)
how to be treated, Ex. 22:21; 23:9;

Lev. 19:33; Deut. 1:16; 10:18;
23:7; 24:14; Mal. 3:5.

regulations as to the Passover, the
priest’s office, marriage, and the
laws concerning them, Ex. 12:43;
34:16; Lev. 17:10; 22:10; 24:16;
Num. 1:51; 18:7; 19:10; 35:15;
Deut. 7:3; 17:15; 25:5; 31:12;
Josh. 8:33; Ezra 10:2; Neh. 13:27;
Ezek. 44:9. See HOSPITALITY.

SOLOMON’S
Advisers, 1 Kin. 4.
MAP: SOLOMON’S KINGDOM AND INFLUENCE,

2 Chr. 9.

SON OF GOD
See CHRIST.

SON OF MAN
Ezek. 2:1.
Christ as, Matt. 8:20
Ezek. 2:1; Matt. 8:20; Acts 7:56. See

CHRIST.

SONGS
of Moses, Red Sea, Ex. 15; for water,

Num. 21:17; God’s mercy, Deut.
32; and of the Lamb, Rev. 15:3.

of Deborah, Judg. 5; of Hannah, 1 Sam.
2; of David, 2 Sam. 22 (see
PSALMS); of Mary, Luke 1:46; of
Zechariah, Luke 1:68; of the
angels, Luke 2:13; of Simeon, Luke
2:29; of the redeemed, Rev. 5:9;
19.

of the Bible, Deut. 32.

SONS
of God, Gen. 6:4; Job 1:6; 38:7; John

1:12; Rom. 8:14; 2 Cor. 6:18;
Heb. 2:10; 12:5; James 1:18;
1 John 3:1.

obligations of, Eph. 5:1; Phil. 2:15;
1 Pet. 1:14; 2:9.

SORROW
godly, 2 Cor. 7:10; earthly, Gen. 42:38;

Job 17:7; Ps. 13:2; 90:10; Prov.
10:22; Is. 35:10; Luke 22:45;
Rom. 9:2; 1 Thess. 4:13;
consequence of sin, Gen. 3:16, 17;
Ps. 51.

SOUL, meaning, 1 Thess. 5:23.

SOVEREIGN
God, Gen. 15:2.
LORD, Gen. 15:2.

SOWER and soils, parable, Matt. 13:3.

SPIES
sent into Canaan, by Moses, Num.

13:3, 17, 26; 14:36; Deut. 1:22;
Heb. 3:17.

sent to Jericho, by Joshua, Josh. 2:1, 4,
17, 23; 6:17, 23.
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SPIRIT
of man, meaning, 1 Thess. 5:23.
in prophecy, Joel 2:28; Luke 11:13.
of Christ, Rom. 8:9; 1 Pet. 1:11.
of Antichrist, 1 John 4:3.
of man, Eccl. 3:21; 12:7; Zech. 12:1;

1 Cor. 2:11.
broken, Ps. 51:17; Prov. 15:13; 17:22.
born of, John 3:5; Gal. 4:29.
fruit of, Gal. 5:22; Eph. 5:9.
of truth, John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13;

slavery, Rom. 8:15; prediction,
Acts 16:16; dumbness, etc., Mark
9:17; fear, 2 Tim. 1:7; jealousy,
Num. 5:14; stupor, Rom. 11:8.

Appearances of Satan and Spirits in the
Old Testament, Job 1.

Spirit of the Lord, Is. 11.

SPIRITISM condemned, 1 Sam. 28:7.

SPIRITUAL gifts, 1 Cor. 12:1; 14:1.

SPRINKLING
of blood, the Passover, Ex. 12:22; Heb.

11:28.
the covenant of, Ex. 24:8; Heb. 9:13.
cleansing the leper by, Lev. 14:7.
of oil, Lev. 14:16.
of the blood of Christ, Heb. 10:22;

12:24; 1 Pet. 1:2.

STANDING and state, believers, 1 Cor.
1:2.

STAR
at Christ’s birth, Matt. 2:2.
morning star, Christ, Rev. 22:16;

predicted, Num. 24:17.
great star falls from heaven, Rev. 8:10;

9:1.

STARS
created, Gen. 1:16.
mentioned, Gen. 15:5; 37:9; Judg.

5:20; 1 Cor. 15:41; Heb. 11:12;
Jude 13; Rev. 8:12; 12:1.

not to be worshiped, Deut. 4:19.
morning, Job 38:7.

STATE religion, Dan. 3:6.

STOICS, Acts 17:18.

STONE
Christ as, Matt. 21:44.
the striking, Dan. 2:31.
corner, Christ is (Ps. 118:22; Is. 28:16);

Matt. 21:42; Mark 12:10; 1 Pet.
2:6.

STONING
Lev. 20:2; 24:14; Deut. 13:10; 17:5;

22:21; of Achan, Josh. 7:25;
Naboth, 1 Kin. 21; Stephen, Acts
7:58; Paul, Acts 14:19; 2 Cor.
11:25.

STORMS
Great Storms in the Bible, Luke 8.

STRENGTH
of Israel, the Lord, Ex. 15:2; 1 Sam.

15:29; Ps. 27:1; 28:8; 29:11;
46:1; 81:1; Is. 26:4; Joel 3:16;
Zech. 12:5.

of sin, Rom. 7; 1 Cor. 15:56.

made perfect in weakness, 2 Cor. 12:9;
Heb. 11:34; Ps. 8:2.

STRIFE
Prov. 3:30; 17:14; 25:8; 26:17; Rom.

13:13; 1 Cor. 3:3; Gal. 5:20; Phil.
2:3, 14; 2 Tim. 2:23; Titus 3:9;
James 3:14.

its origin, Prov. 10:12; 13:10; 15:18;
16:28; 22:10; 23:29; 26:20;
28:25; 30:33; 1 Tim. 6:4; 2 Tim.
2:23; James 4:1.

its results, Lev. 24:10; Gal. 5:15; James
3:16.

deprecated, 1 Cor. 1:11; 3:3; 6; 11:1.

SUBORDINATION, woman’s, 1 Cor.
11:3.

SUBMISSION
to God, James 4:7.
to rulers, Eph. 5:21; Heb. 13:17; 1 Pet.

2:13; 5:5.

SUCCOTH (Canaan)
Gen. 33:17; Josh. 13:27; 1 Kin. 7:46;

Ps. 60:6.
punished by Gideon, Judg. 8:5, 16.
(in Egypt), Ex. 12:37; 13:20.

SUFFERING of believers, 1 Pet. 1:7.

SUFFERINGS
See CHRIST. Of His followers, Acts 5:40;

12; 13:50; 14:19; 16:23; 20:23;
21; 22; 1 Cor. 4:11; 2 Cor. 1:4;
4:8; 6:4; 11:23; Phil. 1; 1 Tim.
4:10; 2 Tim. 3:10; 1 Pet. 2:19;
3:14; 4:12.

SUN
created, Gen. 1:14; Ps. 19:4; 74:16;

1 Cor. 15:41.
not to be worshiped, Deut. 4:19; Job

31:26; Ezek. 8:16.
stayed by Joshua, Josh. 10:12; brought

backward for Hezekiah, 2 Kin. 20:9;
darkened at crucifixion, Luke 23:44.

SUPPER
parable of, Luke 14:16.
marriage supper of the Lamb, Rev.

19:9.

SUPPER, the Lord’s, Matt. 26:20;
1 Cor. 11:23.
See COMMUNION.

SWEET AROMA offerings, a type of
Christ, Lev. 1:9.

SWORD
of the Lord, Gen. 3:24; Deut. 32:41;

Judg. 7:18; 1 Chr. 21:12; Ps. 45:3;
Is. 34:5; 66:16; Jer. 12:12; 47:6;
Ezek. 21:4; 30:24; 32:10; Zeph.
2:12.

SYRIANS
Gospel preached to, Matt. 4:24; Acts

15:23; 18:18; Gal. 1:21.
See ARAMEANS.

TABERNACLE
antitypes in the N.T., John 12:24.
divided, 1 Chr. 16:37.
hangings, Ex. 27:9,16.

bands and hooks, Ex. 27:17.
typical significance, Ex. 25:9.
wood of, typical meaning, Ex. 26:15;

27:1.
The Tabernacle and Its Furnishings, Ex.

27:20.
OF GOD

its construction, Ex. 25–27; 36–39; 40;
Num. 9:15.

consecrated by Moses, Lev. 8:10.
directions concerning its custody and

removal, Num. 1:50, 53; 3; 4;
9:18; 1 Chr. 6:48.

set up at Shiloh, Josh. 18:1; at Gibeon,
1 Chr. 21:29; 2 Chr. 1:3.

David’s love for, Ps. 27; 42; 43; 84; 132.
of witness, Num. 17:7; 18:2; 2 Chr.

24:6; Acts 7:44.
of testimony, Ex. 38:21, etc.; in heaven,

Rev. 15:5.
parallels from its history, Heb. 8:2; 9:2.

HUMAN BODY
compared to a t., 2 Cor. 5:1; 2 Pet.

1:13.

TABERNACLES, Feast of, Lev. 23:34.

TABLE of Nations, Gen. 10:1.

TABLETS
of stone, the law, Ex. 24:12; 31:18.
broken, Ex. 32:19; Deut. 9:15.
renewed, Ex. 34; Deut. 10.
of stone and the heart, 2 Cor. 3:3.

TALEBEARERS
Lev. 19:16; Prov. 11:13; 18:8; 26:20;

Ezek. 22:9; 1 Tim. 5:13; 1 Pet.
4:15.

TALENT, Ex. 30:13.

TALKING
vain, censured, 1 Sam. 2:3; Job 11:2;

Prov. 13:3; 24:2; Eccl. 10:14;
Ezek. 33:30; 36:3; Eph. 5:4; Titus
1:10. See TALEBEARERS, etc.

TARSHISH
Gen. 10:4; 1 Kin. 10:22; 2 Chr. 9:21;

20:36; Jer. 10:9; Ezek. 27:12;
38:13.

Jonah going there, Jon. 1:3.
prophecies concerning, Ps. 48:7; 72:10;

Is. 2:16; 23; 60:9; 66:19.

TEACHERS
false, foretold and described, Jer. 5:13;

6:13; Ezek. 14:9; 22:25; Hos. 9:7;
Mic. 2:11; 3:11; Zeph. 3:4; Matt.
24:4; Acts 13:6; 20:29; 2 Cor.
11:13; 1 Tim. 1:6; 4:1; 6:3; 2 Tim.
3:8; Titus 1:11; 2 Pet. 2; Jude 4;
Rev. 2:14, 20; not to be hearkened
to, Deut. 13:1; Matt. 24:5; Col.
2:8; 1 Tim. 1:4; 4:1; Heb. 13:9;
2 Pet. 2; 1 John 4:1; 2 John 10;
Jude; Rev. 2:14; how to be tested
and avoided, Is. 8:20; Rom. 16:17;
Titus 3:10; 1 John 4:2, 3; 2 John
10; their condemnation, Deut.
13:1; 18:20; Is. 8:20; 9:15; Jer.
28:15; Ezek. 13:8; 14:10; Mic.
3:6; Gal. 1:8; 2 Tim. 3:9; 2 Pet.
2:1; Jude 4, 10, 16.
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TEACHING
from God, Ps. 71:17; Is. 54:13; Jer.

31:34; John 6:45; Gal. 1:12; Eph.
4:21; 1 Thess. 4:9; 1 John 2:27.

of Christ, Matt. 5; 7:29.

TEARING
the clothes, Gen. 37:34; 2 Sam. 13:19;

2 Chr. 34:27; Ezra 9:5; Job 1:20;
2:12; Joel 2:13; by the high priest,
Matt. 26:65; Mark 14:63.

TEMPLE
carefulness commanded concerning t.,

Eccl. 5:1.
details of, 1 Kin. 6:2; 7:14.
Ezekiel’s, Ezek. 40:5.
Kingdom, Hag. 2:3.
Organization of Temple Personnel,

1 Chr. 24.
symbolic, Ezek. 40–44.
symbolic of the body of Christ, John

2:21; 1 Cor. 3:16.

TEMPLE (house of God)
Ps. 65:4; Eccl. 5:1; 1 Tim. 3:15; Heb.

10:21; 1 Pet. 4:17.
blessedness of frequenting, Ps. 65:4;

84:1,10; 100:4; 122 (Is. 2:3).

TEMPLE of Jerusalem
in David’s heart to build, 2 Sam. 7:3;

1 Chr. 17:2; 28:2.
David forbidden to build, 2 Sam. 7:5;

1 Chr. 17:4; 28:3.
Solomon to build, 2 Sam. 7:12; 1 Chr.

17:11; 28:5.
David’s preparations for, 1 Chr. 28:11.
Preparation for the Temple, 2 Chr. 4.
Solomon builds, 1 Kin. 6; 2 Chr. 3; 4.
no hammer or axe heard in building,

1 Kin. 6:7.
dimensions and ornaments of, 2 Chr.

3:4.
Floor Plan of Solomon’s Temple, 

2 Chr. 3.
its solemn dedication, 1 Kin. 8; 2 Chr.

6; 7.
glory of the Lord fills, 2 Chr. 5:14.
plundered by Shishak, king of Egypt,

1 Kin. 14:25; 2 Chr. 12:9.
Temple Plunderers, Jer. 52.
restored by Joash, 2 Kin. 12:5, 12.
cleansed by Hezekiah, 2 Chr. 29:5.
polluted by Manasseh, 2 Chr. 33:7.
repaired by Josiah, 2 Chr. 34.
spoiled by the Chaldeans, 2 Kin. 25:9;

2 Chr. 36.
decrees of Cyrus and Darius for

rebuilding, Ezra 6:3, 12.
commenced, Ezra 3:8.
suspended by order of Artaxerxes, Ezra

4:24.
resumed under Darius, Ezra 6:7.
finished and dedicated, Ezra 6:15, 16.
purified by Nehemiah, Neh. 13:30.
made a den of thieves, Matt. 21:12;

Mark 11:15; Luke 19:46.
Christ drives out buyers and sellers,

Matt. 21:12; Mark 11:15; Luke
19:45; John 2:14.

Christ foretells its destruction, Matt.
24:2; Mark 13:2; Luke 21:6.

Christ teaches in, Luke 21:37.
disciples continue there daily, Acts

2:46.
Peter and John pray and teach in, Acts

3:1, 12.
Paul enters, and is assaulted in, Acts

21:26.
A Brief History of the Temple, 2 Chr. 29.

TEMPLE GATEKEEPERS
Responsibilities of the Temple

Gatekeepers, 1 Chr. 9.

TEMPLE SERVANTS, Neh. 3:26.

TEMPLES, all God’s, Hag. 2:9.

TEMPT/TEST, James 1:14.

TEMPTATION of Christ, Matt. 4:1.

TEN lost tribes, so-called, 2 Kin. 17:23.

TESTAMENT
the New, of Christ’s blood, Matt. 26:28;

Mark 14:24; Luke 22:20; 1 Cor.
11:25; 2 Cor. 3:6; Heb. 7:22.

better than the first covenant, Heb. 8:6,
7; 9; 10; 12:24.

TESTIMONY
Ex. 25:16, 21; of the apostles, Acts

22:18; 2 Thess. 1:10; 2 Tim. 1:8;
Rev. 1:2; 11:7; 12:17.

THANKS
giving of, at the Lord’s Supper, Matt.

26:27; Mark 14:23; Luke 22:17;
1 Cor. 11:24; at meals, Mark 8:6;
John 6:11; Acts 27:35; Rom. 14:6;
Eph. 5:20; 1 Tim. 4:3.

THANKSGIVING
exhortations to, Ps. 34:3; 50:14; 95:2;

100:4; 107:22; 136; 2 Cor. 9:12;
Phil. 4:6; Col. 2:7; 4:2; Rev. 7:12.
See PSALMS, PRAISE.

THEBES, Nah. 3:8.

THEOCRATIC kingdom, 1 Sam. 8:7.

THEOPHANIES, Gen. 12:7.

THIEF
punishment of, Ex. 22:2; Deut. 24:7;

Zech. 5:4; 1 Cor. 6:10; 1 Pet.
4:15.

conduct of, described, Job 24:14; Jer.
2:26; 49:9; Luke 10:30; John 10:1.

in the night, Christ’s second coming
typified by, Matt. 24:43; Luke
12:39; 1 Thess. 5:2; 2 Pet. 3:10;
Rev. 3:3; 16:15.

THORN in the flesh, Paul’s, 2 Cor.
12:7.

THREE and one-half years in prophecy,
Dan. 7:25.

TIME
Concept of Time, Gen. 1:10.
wise use of, Ps. 39:4; 90:12; Eccl. 12:1;

Is. 55:6; Matt. 5:25; Luke 19:42;
John 9:4; 12:35; Rom. 13:11;
2 Cor. 6:2; Gal. 6:9; Eph. 5:16;
Col. 4:5.

for all things, Eccl. 3.

of the end, Dan. 12:4.
times, and the dividing of time, Dan.

7:25.
of day in the Gospels, John 19:14.

TIMES
signs of, Matt. 16:3; Acts 3:21; 1 Thess.

5:1; 2 Thess. 2; 1 Tim. 4:1; 2 Tim.
3:1.

of the Gentiles, Summary, Rev. 16:19;
Luke 21:24.

TITHES
paid by Abraham to Melchizedek, Gen.

14:20; Heb. 7:6.
due to God, Gen. 28:22; Lev. 27:30;

Prov. 3:9; Mal. 3:8.
to the Levites, Num. 18:21; 2 Chr.

31:5; Neh. 10:37; Heb. 7:5.
for the feasts, and poor, Deut. 14:23,

28.

TOBIAHS, two, Neh. 2:10.

TONGUE
unruly, James 3.
must be bridled, Ps. 39:1; Prov. 4:24;

10:10, 19; 14:23; 15:4; 17:20;
18:6; Eccl. 3:7; 10:12; Matt. 5:22;
12:36; Eph. 4:29; 5:4; Col. 3:8;
4:6; 1 Thess. 5:11; Titus 1:10; 2:8;
3:2; James 1:26; 3; 1 Pet. 3:10;
Jude 16.

TONGUES, gift of, 1 Cor. 14:27.

TOPHET, Jer. 7:31.

TORMENT
place of, Matt. 11:23; 13:42; 25:41, 46;

Luke 16:23; 2 Pet. 2:4; Rev.
14:10; 20:10, 15

for whom reserved, Ps. 9:17; Prov. 5:5;
7:27; 9:18; Matt. 5:22; 23:15;
25:41; Luke 16:23. See Is. 5:14;
14:9; 33:14; Matt. 3:12.

TRANSFIGURATION of Christ, Matt.
17:2.

TREACHERY
instances of, Gen. 34:13; Judg. 9;

1 Sam. 21:7; 22:9 (Ps. 52); 2 Sam.
3:27; 11:14; 16; 20:9; 1 Kin. 21:5;
2 Kin. 10:18; Esth. 3; Matt. 26:47;
Mark 14:43; Luke 22:47; John
18:3.

TREE
of life, Gen. 2:9; 2:17; 3:22; Prov. 3:18;

11:30; Ezek. 47:7, 12; Rev. 2:7;
22:2, 14.

of knowledge of good and evil, Gen.
2:17; 3.

TRESPASS OFFERING, Lev. 5:6.

TRIALS of Jesus, Matt. 27:17.

TRIBES
The Order of the Israelites, Num. 2:34.

TRIBULATION, the, Rev. 7:14; 11:2.

TRINITY, Matt. 3:16; 28:19.

TRUMPETS
their use, Num. 10; Josh. 6:4; Judg.
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7:16; Ps. 81:3; Ezek. 7:14; 33:3;
Joel 2:1.

used in the Temple, 1 Chr. 13:8;
15:24; 2 Chr. 5:12; 29:27; Ps.
98:6.

feast of, Lev. 23:24; Num. 29.
the seven, Rev. 8; 9; 11.

TRUST
Ps. 2:12.
in God, Ps. 4:5; 34; 37:3; 40:3, 4; 62:8;

64:10; 84:12; 115:9; 118:8; Prov.
3:5; 16:20; Is. 26:4; 50:10; 51:5;
Jer. 17:7.

exemplified, 1 Sam. 17:45; 30:6; 2 Kin.
18:5; 2 Chr. 20:12; Dan. 3:28;
2 Tim. 1:12; 4:18.

blessings resulting from, Ps. 5:11; 26:1;
32:10; 33:21; 34:8, 22; 37:5, 40;
56:11; 112:7; 125; Prov. 16:20;
28:25; 29:25; Is. 12:2; 26:3;
57:13; Heb. 13:6.

in man, riches, vain, Job 31:24; Ps.
20:7; 33:16; 44:6; 49:6; 52:7;
62:10; 118:8; 146:3; Prov. 11:28;
28:26; Is. 30; 31; Jer. 7:4; 9:4;
17:5; 46:25; 49:4; Ezek. 33:13;
Mark 10:24; 2 Cor. 1:9; 1 Tim.
6:17.

TRUTH
of God, Ex. 34:6; Num. 23:19; Deut.

32:4; Ps. 19:9; 25:10; 33:4; 57:3,
10; 85:10; 86:15; 89:14; 91:4;
96:13; 100:5; 119:160; 146:6; Is.
25:1; 65:16; Dan. 4:37; Mic. 7:20;
John 17:17; 2 Cor. 1:20; Rev.
15:3; 16:7.

the t., the Gospel, John 1:17; 4:24;
5:33; 17:17; 18:37; Rom. 2:8;
1 Cor. 13:6; 2 Cor. 4:2; Gal. 3:1;
Eph. 6:14; 2 Thess. 2:10; 1 Tim.
2:7; 3:15; 4:3; 6:5; 2 Tim. 3:8;
4:4; Titus 1:1; 1 Pet. 1:22.

word of t., Ps. 119:43; 2 Cor. 6:7; Eph.
1:13; Col. 1:5; 2 Tim. 2:15; James
1:18. See SCRIPTURES, GOSPEL.

TUBAL, descendants, Gen. 10:2.

TWELVE hundred and sixty days in
prophecy, Dan. 7:25.

TWELVE TRIBES, Gen. 35:22.

TWO thieves, Luke 23:39.

TWO witnesses, Rev. 11:3.

TYPE, definition, Gen. 2:23.

TYPES IN THE BIBLE, Gen. 2:17.

TYRE
prophecy, Ezek. 26:14.
MAP: THE TERRITORIES OF TYRE AND SIDON,

Mark 8.

UNBELIEF
sin, John 16:9; Rom. 11:32; Titus 1:15;

1 John 5:10.
its source, Mark 16:14; Luke 8:12;

24:25; John 5:38; 8:45; 10:26;
12:39; Acts 19:9; 2 Cor. 4:4; Eph.
2:2; 2 Thess. 2:12; Heb. 3:12.

the world condemned for, John 3:18;
5:24.

its effects, 1 Kin. 17:18; 2 Kin. 7:2; Ps.
78:19; 106:24; Is. 53:1; Matt.
24:11; John 12:37; 16:9; Acts
14:2; 19:9; Heb. 3:12.

deprecated, Matt. 17:17; John 20:27,
29; Heb. 3:12; 4:11.

instances of, Gen. 3:4; Num. 13; 14;
20:12; Deut. 9:23; 2 Kin. 7:2, 17;
Ps. 78; 106; Matt. 13:58; Luke
1:20; 22:67; John 5:38; 7:5;
12:37; 20:25; Acts 14:2; 17:5;
Rom. 3:3; 11:20; Heb. 3:19.

UNBELIEVERS
Rom. 10:14; 16:17; 1 Cor. 1:21; 2 Cor.

6:14; Eph. 2:12; 4:18; 5:12; Phil.
3:2; 1 Tim. 6:5.

fate of, Mark 16:16; John 3:18; 8:24;
Rom. 11:20; Eph. 5:6; 2 Thess.
2:12; Heb. 3:19; 4:11; 11:6; James
5; 2 Pet. 2; 3; Jude 5; Rev. 21:8.

UNITY
of the Church, John 10:16; Rom. 12:5;

1 Cor. 10:17; 12:13; Gal. 3:28;
Eph. 1:10; 2:19; 4:4; 5:23, 30.

of brothers, Ps. 133; John 17:21; Acts
2:42.

exhorted or commanded, Ps. 133; Rom.
12:16; 15:5; 1 Cor. 1:10; 2 Cor.
13:11; Eph. 4:3; Phil. 1:27; 2:2;
1 Pet. 3:8.

UNIVERSAL kingdom of God, Dan.
4:17.

UNIVERSE, age of, Gen. 1:1.

UNLEAVENED Bread, Feast of, Lev.
23:6.

UNPARDONABLE sin, Matt. 12:31.

UNSPIRITUAL, meaning, Rom. 7:14.

UR, Gen. 11:28.

URIM and Thummin, Ex. 28:30.

UZZIAH
Accomplishments of Uzziah, 2 Chr. 26.

VANITY
of worldly things, Ps. 39:5, 11; 49; 90;

Eccl. 1; Is. 40:17, 23.
of idolatry, Deut. 32:21; 2 Kin. 17:15;

Jer. 10:8; 14:22; 18:15; Acts
14:15.

meaning, Eccl. 1:2.

VEIL
of women, Gen. 24:65; Ruth 3:15;

1 Cor. 11:10.
inner, type of Christ, Ex. 26:31.
torn, Matt. 27:51; Mark 15:38.
of Moses, Ex. 34:33; 2 Cor. 3:13.
See CURTAIN.

VENGEANCE
belongs to God, Deut. 32:35; Ps. 94:1;

99:8; Is. 34:8; 35:4; Jer. 50:15;
Ezek. 24; 25; Nah. 1:2; 2 Thess.
1:8; Heb. 10:30; Jude 7.

VINE
Gen. 49:11; Jer. 2:21; Ezek. 15; 17;

Hos. 10:1; Rev. 14:18.
symbolic meaning, Ezek. 15:2.
Christ as the Vine, John 15.

VINEYARD
Noah’s, Gen. 9:20.
of Naboth, 1 Kin. 21.
parables of, Matt. 20:1; 21:33; Mark

12:1; Luke 20:9.
laws of, Ex. 22:5; 23:11; Lev. 19:10;

25:3; Deut. 20:6; 22:9; 23:24;
24:21.

VIRGIN birth of Christ, predicted, Is.
7:14.

VISIONS
sent by God, Gen. 12:7; Num. 24:4; Job

7:14; Is. 1:1; Joel 2:28; Acts 2:17;
2 Cor. 12:1.

of Abram, Gen. 15; Jacob, Gen. 28:10;
Pharaoh, Gen. 41; Micaiah, 1 Kin.
22:19; Isaiah, Is. 6; Ezekiel, Ezek.
1; 10; 11; 37; 40;
Nebuchadnezzar, Dan. 4; Daniel,
Dan. 7; Zechariah, Zech. 1; Peter,
Acts 10:9; John, Rev. 1; 4–22.

Ezekiel’s Four Visions, Ezek. 8.
Nebuchadnezzar’s Vision, Dan. 7.
Visions and Dreams in the Bible, Ezek.

37.
The Vision of the End of the Gentile

World, Dan. 7.
The Vision of the Lampstand, Zech. 4.
The Vision of the World Empires, Dan. 2.

VOICE
of God proclaims the law, Ex. 19:19;

20:1.
its majesty and power, Job 37:4; 40:9;

Ps. 18:13; 46:6; 68:33; Joel 2:11.
heard by Elijah, 1 Kin. 19:12; by

Ezekiel, Ezek. 1:24; 10:5; by
Christ, at His baptism, etc., Matt.
3:17; Mark 1:11; Luke 3:22; John
12:28; by Peter, James, and John,
at the transfiguration, Matt. 17:5;
Mark 9:7; Luke 9:35; 2 Pet. 1:18;
by Paul, Acts 9:7; by John, Rev.
1:10.

WAITING
upon God, Ps. 27:14; 37:34; Prov.

20:22; Is. 40:31; 49:23; Jer.
14:22; Lam. 3:25; Hab. 2:3; Zeph.
3:8; Luke 12:36; Rom. 8:25;
1 Cor. 1:7; Gal. 5:5; 1 Thess. 1:10;
2 Thess. 3:5.

WALKING
with God, Deut. 5:33; 28:9; Josh. 22:5;

1 Kin. 8:36; Ps. 1; 112; Prov. 2:7;
Is. 2:3; 30:21; Jer. 6:16; 7:23;
Ezek. 37:21; of Enoch, Gen. 5:24;
of Noah, Gen. 6:9.

in the light, 1 John 1:7

WANTONNESS
condemned, Is. 3:16; Rom. 13:13;

2 Pet. 2:18.

WASH and bathe, distinguished, John
13:10.
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WASHING
commanded by the law, Ex. 29:4; Lev.

6:27; 13:54; 14:8; Deut. 21:6;
2 Chr. 4:6.

of the feet, Gen. 18:4; 24:32; 43:24;
1 Sam. 25:41; Luke 7:38; 1 Tim.
5:10.

of the hands, Deut. 21:6; Ps. 26:6;
Matt. 27:24.

Christ washes His disciples’ feet, John
13.

superstitious, censured, Mark 7:3; Luke
11:38.

figuratively, Job 9:30; Is. 1:16; 4:4;
Titus 3:5; Heb. 10:22; Eph. 5:26.

in the blood of Christ, 1 Cor. 6:11; Rev.
1:5; 7:14.

WASHINGS, symbols of regeneration,
Ex. 29:4.

WATCHFULNESS
commanded, Matt. 24:42; 25:13;

26:41; Mark 13:35; Luke 12:35;
21:36; 1 Cor. 10:12; Eph. 6:18;
Col. 4:2; 1 Thess. 5:6; 2 Tim. 4:5;
1 Pet. 4:7; 5:8; Rev. 3:2; 16:15.

WATCHMEN
their duty, 2 Sam. 18:25; 2 Kin. 9:17;

Ps. 127:1; Song 3:3; 5:7; Is. 21:5,
11; 52:8; Jer. 6:17; 31:6; Ezek.
3:17; 33; Hab. 2:1.

evil, described, Is. 56:10.

WATER
miracles of, Gen. 21:19; Ex. 15:23;

17:6; Num. 20:7; 2 Kin. 3:20.
the trial of jealousy by, Num. 5:17.
necessity of, Josh. 15.
used in baptism, Matt. 3:11; Acts 8:36;

10:47.
Christ walks on, Matt. 14:25; Mark

6:48; John 6:19.
figuratively mentioned, Ps. 65:9; Is.

41:17; 44:3; 55:1; Jer. 2:13; Ezek.
47; Zech. 13:1; John 3:5; 4:10;
7:38; Rev. 7:17; 21:6; 22.

of affliction, 1 Kin. 22:27.

WATER, bitter, Ex. 15:25.

WATERS
of creation, Gen. 1:2, 6, 9.
the flood, Gen. 6:17; 7:6.
fountains of living w., Jer. 2:13; 17:13;

Rev. 7:17

WAVE loaves, Lev. 23:17.

WEEKS (Pentecost), Feast of, Lev.
23:16.

WEEPING
Ps. 6:8; 30:5; Joel 2:12; Matt. 8:12;

22:13; Luke 6:21; 7:38; Rom.
12:15; 1 Cor. 7:30; Phil. 3:18;
Rev. 18:15.

for the departed, Gen. 23:2; 2 Sam.
1:24; Eccl. 12:5; Jer. 9:17; 22:10;
Ezek. 24:16; Amos 5:16; Mark
5:39; John 11:35; 20:13; 1 Thess.
4:13.

none in heaven, Rev. 21:4.

WEIGHTS and Measures
O.T., 2 Chr. 2:10.
N.T., Acts 27:28.

WELLS of Genesis, Gen. 26:20.

WHEAT and tares, parable, Matt.
13:24.

WHITE GARMENTS
of Christ at the transfiguration, Matt.

17:2; Mark 9:3; Luke 9:29.
of angels, Matt. 28:3; Mark 16:5.
of the redeemed, Rev. 3:5; 4:4; 7:9;

19:8, 14.

WICKED
their character and doom, Deut. 32:5;

Job 4:8; 5; 15; 18; 20; 21; 24;
27:13; 30; 36:12; Eccl. 8:10; Is. 1;
22; 28; 29; 37:21; 40:18; 41:6;
44:9; 45:9; 47; 57–59; 66; Jer. 2;
Ezek. 5; 16; 18; 23; Hos. to Mal.;
Matt. 5–7; 13:37; 15; 16; 21:33;
25; John 5:29; 10; Rom. 1:21;
3:10; 1 Cor. 5:11; Gal. 5:19; Eph.
4:17; 5:5; Phil. 3:18; Col. 3:6;
2 Thess. 2; 1 Tim. 1:9; 4; 6:9;
2 Tim. 3:13; Titus 1:10; Heb. 6:4;
James 4; 5; 1 Pet. 4; 2 Pet. 2; 3;
1 John 2:18; 4; Jude; Rev. 9:20;
14:8; 18; 20:13; 22:15.

their prosperity not to be envied, Ps.
37:1; 73; Prov. 3:31; 23:17; 24:1,
19; Jer. 12.

friendship with, forbidden, Gen. 28:1;
Ex. 23:32; 34:12; Num. 16:26;
Deut. 7:2; 13:6; Josh. 23:7; Judg.
2:2; 2 Chr. 19:2; Ezra 9:12; 10:10;
Neh. 9:2; Ps. 106:35; Prov. 1:10;
4:14; 12:11; 14:7; Jer. 2:25; 51:6;
Rom. 16:17; 1 Cor. 5:9; 15:33;
2 Cor. 6:14; Eph. 5:7, 11; Phil.
2:15; 2 Thess. 3:6; 1 Tim. 6:5;
2 Tim. 3:5; 2 Pet. 3:17; Rev. 18:4.

WIDOWS
to be honored and relieved, Ex. 22:22;

Deut. 14:29; 24:17; 27:19; Job
29:13; Is. 1:17; Jer. 7:6; Acts 6:1;
9:39; 1 Tim. 5:3; James 1:27.

especially under God’s protection, Deut.
10:18; Ps. 68:5; 146:9; Prov.
15:25; Jer. 49:11.

injurers of w., condemned, Deut.
27:19; Ps. 94:6; Is. 1:23; 10:2;
Ezek. 22:7; Mal. 3:5; Matt. 23:14;
Mark 12:40; Luke 20:47.

laws relating to their marriages, Lev.
21:14; Deut. 25:5; Ezek. 44:22;
Mark 12:19. See 1 Cor. 7:8.

“WIFE” of the LORD, Summary, Hos.
2:2.

WILDERNESS
in discipline of Israel, Num. 15:1.
the Israelites’ journeys in, Ex. 14; Num.

10:12; 13:3; 20; 33; Deut. 1:19;
8:2; 32:10; Neh. 9:19; Ps. 78:40;
95:8; 107:4.

Hagar’s flight into, Gen. 16:7.
Elijah’s flight into, 1 Kin. 19:4.

John the Baptist preaches in the
wilderness of Judea, Matt. 3.

WILL
of man, John 1:13; Rom. 9:16; Eph.

2:3; 1 Pet. 4:3.

WILL OF GOD
irresistible, Dan. 4:17, 35; John 1:13;

Rom. 9:19; Eph. 1:5; James 1:18.
fulfilled by Christ (Ps. 40:8); Matt.

26:42; Mark 14:36; Luke 22:42;
John 4:34; 5:30; Heb. 10:7.

how performed, John 7:17; Eph. 6:6;
Col. 4:12; 1 Thess. 4:3; 5:18; Heb.
13:21; 1 Pet. 2:15; 4:2; 1 John
2:17; 3:23.

to be submitted to, James 4:15. See
Matt. 6:10; Acts 21:14; Rom. 1:10;
15:32.

three aspects, 2 Pet. 3:9

WILLFUL king, Dan. 11:36.

WIND
miraculous effects of, Gen. 8:1; Ex.

15:10; Num. 11:31; Ezek. 37:9;
Jon. 1:4.

rebuked by Christ, Matt. 8:26.
figuratively mentioned, Job 7:7; 8:2;

John 3:8; James 1:6; 3:4.

WINE
made by Noah, Gen. 9:20.
used by Abram and Melchizedek, Gen.

14:18.
used in offerings, Ex. 29:40; Lev.

23:13; Num. 15:5.
in the Lord’s Supper, Matt. 26:29.
Nazirites not to drink, Num. 6:3; Judg.

13:14.
Recabites abstain from, Jer. 35.
water changed to, by Christ, John 2.
love of, Prov. 21:17; 23:20, 30; Hos.

4:11; Hab. 2:5; Eph. 5:18.
its lawful use, Judg. 9:13; 19:19; Ps.

104:15; Prov. 31:6; Eccl. 10:19;
Eph. 5:18; 1 Tim. 5:23.

its abuse. See DRUNKENNESS.

WISDOM
Prov. 8:22.
The Poetical and Wisdom Books,

Introduction, p. 699.
given by God, Ex. 31:3; 1 Kin. 3:12;

4:29; 1 Chr. 22:12; 2 Chr. 1:10;
Ezra 7:25; Prov. 2:6; Eccl. 2:26;
Dan. 2:20; Acts 6:10; 7:10; 2 Pet.
3:15.

its characteristics, Deut. 4:6; Job 28:12;
Ps. 111:10; Prov. 1:2; 9; 14:8;
24:7; 28:7; Eccl. 2:13; 7:19; 9:13;
Jer. 23:24; Matt. 7:24; James 3:13.

to be sought for, Ps. 90:12; Matt.
10:16; Rom. 16:19; Eph. 5:15;
2 Tim. 3:15; James 3:13.

blessings attending it, Prov. 1:5; 3:13;
8:11; 16:16; 24:3, 14; Eccl. 7:11;
9:13; 12:11; Matt. 25:1.

obtained in answer to prayer by
Solomon, etc., 1 Kin. 3:9; 10:6;
Prov. 2:3; Dan. 2:21; James 1:5.

personified, Prov. 1:20; 8; 9.
danger of despising, Prov. 1:24; 2:12;
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3:21; 5:12; 8:36; 9:12; 10:21;
11:12.

apparent in the works of God, Ps.
104:1, 24; 136:5; Prov. 3:19; 6:6;
Jer. 10:12; Rom. 1:20; 11:33.

of Joseph, Gen. 41:39; 47:13; Solomon,
1 Kin. 4:29; Daniel, etc., Ezek.
28:3; Dan. 1:17; 5:14.

worldly, vanity of, Job 5:13; 11:12;
Prov. 3:7; Eccl. 2; Is. 5:21; Jer.
8:9; Zech. 9:2; Matt. 11:25; 1 Cor.
1:17; 2:4; 3:19; 2 Cor. 1:12; James
3:15. See Gen. 3:6.

Wise People, Prov. 8.

WISE men. See MAGI.

WITCHCRAFT
forbidden, Ex. 22:18; Lev. 19:26, 31;

20:6, 27; Deut. 18:10; Mic. 5:12;
Mal. 3:5; Gal. 5:20; Rev. 21:8;
22:15.

abolished by Josiah, 2 Kin. 23:24.
practiced by Saul, 1 Sam. 28; Manasseh,

2 Kin. 21:6; 2 Chr. 33:6;
Israelites, 2 Kin. 17:17; Simon of
Samaria, Acts 8:9; Philippians, Acts
16:16; Ephesians, Acts 19:19.

WITNESS
God invoked as, Gen. 31:50; Judg.

11:10; 1 Sam. 12:5; Jer. 42:5; Mic.
1:2; Rom. 1:9; 1 Thess. 2:5.

borne to Christ, by the Father, Matt.
3:16; Luke 3:22; John 5:37; 12:28;
Heb. 2:4; 1 John 5:7.

by the Holy Spirit, Matt. 3:16; Luke
3:22; John 1:33; 15:26; Acts 5:32;
20:23; Heb. 10:15; 1 John 5:7.

by the apostles, Acts 1:8; 2:32; 4:33;
5:32; 10:41; 22:15; 26:16; 1 Pet.
5:1; Rev. 20:4.

by the prophets, Acts 10:43; 1 Pet.
1:10.

Christ the faithful and true w., Rev. 1:5;
3:14.

false w., Ex. 20:16; 23:1; Lev. 19:11;
Deut. 5:20; 19:16; Prov. 6:16, 19;
12:17; 19:5, 9, 28; 21:28; 25:18;
Jer. 7:9; Zech. 5:4; Luke 3:14.

against Christ, Matt. 26:60; Mark
14:56.

WITNESSES
two or three required, Num. 35:30;

Deut. 17:6; 19:15; Matt. 18:16;
2 Cor. 13:1; 1 Tim. 5:19.

the two w., Rev. 11; 11:3 note.

WOMEN
Clever Women of the Old Testament,

Esth. 5.

WORSHIP, prohibitions concerning,
Ex. 30:9.

WORD
of God, a name of Christ, John 1:1, 14;

1 John 1:1; 5:7; Rev. 19:13.

WORD
of God, the Scriptures, Luke 5:1; Acts

4:31; 8:14; 13:7; 16:6.

WORD of God, Ps. 119:1.

WORDS of Scripture, inspired, 1 Cor.
2:13.

WORKS
of God, Job 9; 37–41; Ps. 8; 19; 89;

104; 111; 145; 147; 148; Eccl.
8:17; Jer. 10:12.

of the law, insufficiency of, Rom. 3:20;
4:2; Gal. 3.

good w., the evidence of faith, Acts
26:20; James 2:14; necessary,
Matt. 5:16; Acts 9:36; 2 Cor. 8; 9;
Eph. 2:10; Phil. 2:12; 1 Thess.
4:11; 2 Thess. 2:17; 3:8; Heb.
10:24; 1 Pet. 2:12.

WORLD
(kosmos), Summary, Rev. 13:8.
aiōn, meaning, Mark 10:30.
(oikoumenē), Luke 2:1.

WORLD EMPIRE, second, Dan. 2:31.

WORLD EMPIRES
course of, Dan. 2:31, 41; 7:3,8.
in prophecy, Dan. 8:1; 11:2.
symbolized, Dan. 5:18.

WORLDLY, meaning, Rom. 7:14.

WORSHIP
to be given to God alone, Ex. 20:1;

Deut. 5:7; 6:13; Matt. 4:10; Luke
4:8; Acts 10:26; 14:15; Col. 2:18;
Rev. 19:10; 22:8.

mode of, Lev. 10:3; Eccl. 5; Joel 2:16;
John 4:24; 1 Cor. 11; 14.

commanded, 2 Kin. 17:36; 1 Chr.
16:29; Ps. 29; 95:6; 99:5; 100.

WRATH
Job 5:2; 19:29; Ps. 37:8; Prov. 12:16;

14:29; 30:33; Rom. 12:19; 13:5;
Gal. 5:20; Eph. 4:26; 1 Tim. 2:8;
James 1:19.

of God, 2 Chr. 28:11; Job 21:20; Ps.
106:23, 32; Prov. 29:8; Luke 4:28;
Rom. 2:5, 8; 9:22; Rev. 6:17;
11:18; 16:1; 19:15.

WRITING known at an early period,
Ex. 17:14.

YEAST
Summary, Matt. 13:3.
parable, Matt. 13:3.
use in peace offering, Lev. 7:13.

YOUNG
exhortations to, Lev. 19:32; Prov. 1:8;

Eccl. 12:1.

ZEAL
Rom. 12:11; 2 Cor. 7:10, 11; Rev.

3:19.
of Phinehas, Num. 25:7, 11; Ps.

106:30.
of Jehu, 2 Kin. 10:16.
of the Jews, Acts 21:20; Rom. 10:2.
of Paul, Acts 22:3; Gal. 1:14; Phil. 3:6.
Christ an example of, Ps. 69:9; John

2:17.

ZECHARIAH, two olive trees of, Zech.
4:2.

ZEDEKIAH, Jer. 38:10.

ZERUBBABEL, 1 Chr. 3:19; Hag. 2:23.

ZION, 1 Chr. 11:5.

WISE MEN 1797 ZION



AARON, a-́ron, light (?). Ex. 4:14.
BROTHER of MOSES, the FIRST HIGH

PRIEST, cometh forth to meet Moses;
can speak well. appointed by God to
be Moses’ spokesman. Ex. 4:14, 16,
27.

with Moses appeals to Pharaoh; chided
by him. Ex. 5:1.

his rod becomes a serpent. Ex. 7:10.
changes the waters into blood. Ex.

7:20.
causes the plagues of frogs, lice, flies.

Ex. 8:5, 17, 24.
with Moses—the plague of boils. Ex.

9:10.
with Hur holds up Moses’ hands. Ex.

17:12.
set apart for priest’s office. Ex. 28.
makes the golden calf. Ex. 32:4; God’s

anger thereat. Ex. 32:7; Deut. 9:20.
his excuse to Moses. Ex. 32:22.
consecration. Ex. 29; Lev. 8.
offers sacrifice. Lev. 9.
his sons (Nadab and Abihu) offer

strange fire, and die. Lev. 10:1; Num.
3:4.

his sons (Eleazar and Ithamar) censured
by Moses. Lev. 10:16.

not to drink wine when going into the
tabernacle. Lev. 10:8.

speaks against Moses. Num. 12.
rebuked by God. Num. 12:9.
spoken against by Korah. Num. 16:3.
makes atonement, and the plague is

stayed. Num. 16:46-48.
his rod buds, and is kept in ark for a

token. Num. 17:8.
for unbelief excluded from the promised

land. Num. 20:12.
dies on mount Hor. Num. 20:28.
chosen by God. Ps. 105:26; Heb. 5:4.
his line. 1 Chr. 6:49.

ABADDON, a-bad-́don, destruction.
angel of the bottomless pit. Rev. 9:11.

ABANA, a-ba-́nah, stony.
river of Damascus. 2 Kin. 5:12.

ABARIM, a-ba-́rim, regions beyond. Num.
27:12.

mountains of, including Nebo, Pisgah,
Hor. Deut. 32:49.

ABBA, ab-́bah, father. Mark 14:36; Rom.
8:15; Gal. 4:6.

ABDON, ab-́don, servile. A judge. Judg.
12:13.

ABED-NEGO, a-bed-́ne-go, servant or
worshipper of Nebo. Dan. 1:7.

saved in fiery furnace. Dan. 3. See Is.
43:2.

ABEL, a-́bel, (1) vanity. Gen. 4:2. (2) A
meadow. 2 Sam. 20:14.

second son of Adam. Gen. 4:2.
his offering accepted. Gen. 4:4.
slain by Cain. Gen. 4:8.
righteous. Matt. 23:35; 1 John 3:12.
blood of. Luke 11:51; Heb. 12:24.
faith of. Heb. 11:4.

ABEL-BETH-MAACHAH, a-́bel-beth-ma-́a-
kah, meadow of the house of
Maachah. 1 Kin. 15:20.

ABEL-MAIM, a-́bel-ma-́im, m. of the
waters. 2 Chr. 16:4.

ABEL-MEHOLAH, a-́bel-me-ho-́lah, m. of
dancing. Judg. 7:22; 1 Kin. 4:12;
19:16.

ABEL-MIZRAIM, a-́bel-miz-ra-́im, m. of
Egypt. Mourning of the Egyptians.
Gen. 50:11.

ABEL-SHITTIM, a-́bel-shit-́im, m. of
acacias. Num. 33:49.

ABI, a-́bi, shortened form of ABIAH.
2 Kin. 18:2.

ABIA, a-bi-́ah, Greek form of following.
Matt. 1:7.

ABIAH, a-bi-́ah, same as ABIJAH. 2 Kin.
18:2.

ABI-ALBON, a-́bi-al-́bon, father of
strength. 2 Sam. 23:31.

ABIASAPH, a-bi-́a-saf, f. of gathering. Ex.
6:24.

ABIATHAR, ab-ia-́thar, f. of plenty. 1 Sam.
22:20.

ABIB, a-́bib, an ear of corn, or green ear.
Ex. 13:4.

the Hebrew passover month. Ex. 23:15;
34:18.

ABIDAH, a-bi-́dah, father of knowledge.
Gen. 25:4.

ABIDAN, a-bi-́dan, f. of a judge. Num.
1:11.

ABIEL, a-bi-́el, f. of strength. 1 Sam. 9:1.

ABIEZER, a-́bi-e-́zer, f. of help. Josh. 17:2.
ancestor of Gideon. Judg. 6.

ABIGAIL, a-bi-ga-́le, father of exultation.
1 Sam. 25:14.

wife of Nabal, and afterwards of David.
1 Sam. 25:39.

mother of Chileab, according to 2 Sam.
3:3, or Daniel, according to 1 Chr.
3:1.

ABIHU, a-bi-́hoo, He (i.e. God) is my f.
Ex. 6:23.

brother of Nadab, offers strange fire,
and dies. Lev. 10:2.

ABIJAH, a-bi-́jah, f. of Jehovah. 1 Kin.
14:1.

king of Judah, walked in the sins of his
father. 1 Kin. 15:3.

makes war against Israel. 2 Chr. 13.

——(son of Jeroboam), his death foretold
by Ahijah the prophet. 1 Kin. 14:12.

ABIJAM, a-bi-́jam, another mode of
spelling ABIJAH. 1 Kin. 14:31.

ABILENE, a-́bi-le-́ne, a grassy place (?).
Luke 3:1.

ABIMELECH, a-bi-́me-lek, f. of the king.
Gen. 20:2.

(king of Gerar) reproved by God about
Abraham’s wife. Gen. 20:3.

rebukes Abraham and restores Sarah.
Gen. 20:9, 14.

healed at Abraham’s prayer. Gen.
20:17.

——(another), Isaac rebuked by, for
denying his wife. Gen. 26:10.

covenants with Isaac. Gen. 26:27.

——(king at Shechem), son of the judge
Gideon. Judg. 8:31.

murders his brethren. Judg. 9:5.
his death. Judg. 9:54.

ABINADAB, a-bi-́na-dab, f. of nobility.
1 Sam. 7:1.

receives the ark from Philistines. 2 Sam.
6:3.

ABINER, ab-́ner, same as ABNER. 1 Sam.
14:50.

ABINOAM, a-bi-no-́am, f. of pleasantness.
Judg. 4:6.

ABIRAM, a-bi-́ram, f. of loftiness. Num.
16:1.

with Korah and Dathan, rebels against
Moses. Num. 16.

his punishment. Num. 16:31; 26:10.

ABISHAG, a-bi-́shag, f. of error (?). 1 Kin.
1:3.

the Shunammite, ministers to David,
cause of breach between Solomon
and Adonijah. 1 Kin. 2:22.

ABISHAI, a-bi-́shai, f. of a gift. 1 Sam.
26:6.

brother of Joab. 1 Chr. 2:16.
with David carries off Saul’s spear.

1 Sam. 26:6-9.
slays three hundred men. 2 Sam. 23:18.

See also 1 Chr. 11:20; 18:12.

ABISHALOM, a-bi-́sha-lom´, f. of peace.
1 Kin. 15:2.
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ABNER, ab-́ner, f. of light. 1 Sam. 14:50.
cousin of Saul, commander of his army.

1 Sam. 14:50.
reproved by David. 1 Sam. 26:5, 14.
makes Ish-bosheth king. 2 Sam. 2:8.
goes over to David. 2 Sam. 3:8.
slain by Joab. 2 Sam. 3:27.
mourned by David. 2 Sam. 3:31.

ABRAM, ab-́ram, a high f. Gen. 11:26.

ABRAHAM, a-́bra-ham, f. of a great
multitude. Gen. 17:5.

——(Abram) begotten by Terah. Gen.
11:27.

blessed by God, and sent to Canaan.
Gen. 12:5.

goes down to Egypt. Gen. 12:10.
causes his wife to pass as his sister.

Gen. 12:13; 20:2.
strife between him and Lot. Gen. 13:7.
separates from Lot. Gen. 13:11.
his seed to be as the dust of the earth.

Gen. 13:16.
delivers Lot from captivity, and refuses

the spoil. Gen. 14:16.
blessed by Melchizedek, king of Salem.

Gen. 14:19; Heb. 7:4.
his faith counted for righteousness.

Gen. 15:6.
God’s covenant with. Gen. 15:18; Ps.

105:9.
he and house circumcised. Gen. 17.
entertains angels. Gen. 18.
pleads for Sodom. Gen. 18:23.
sends away Hagar and Ishmael. Gen.

21:14.
his faith in offering Isaac. Gen. 22.
buys Machpelah of Ephron the Hittite

for a burying place. Gen. 23.
sends for a wife for his son. Gen. 24.
gives his goods to Isaac. Gen. 25:5.
dies (in a good old age). Gen. 25:8.
his faith and works. Is. 41:8; 51:2; John

8:31; Acts 7:2; Rom. 4; Gal. 3:6;
Heb. 11:8; James 2:21.

his posterity. Gen. 25:1.

ABSALOM, ab-́sa-lom, f. of peace. 2 Sam.
3:3.

David’s son. 2 Sam. 3:3.
slays Amnon. 2 Sam. 13:28.
conspires against David. 2 Sam. 15.
David flies from. 2 Sam. 15:17.
caught by head in an oak. 2 Sam. 18:9.
slain by Joab. 2 Sam. 18:14.
wept by David. 2 Sam. 18:33; 19:1.

ACELDAMA, a-kel-́da-mah´, field of blood.
Matt. 27:8; Acts 1:19.

ACHAIA, a-ka-́yah, Greece. Acts 18:12.
Paul in. Acts 18.
contribution for poor by. Rom. 15:26;

2 Cor. 9:2. See 1 Cor. 16:15; 2 Cor.
11:10.

ACHAN, or ACHAR, a-́kan, a-́kar,
troubler. Josh. 7:18.

takes the accursed thing; is stoned.
Josh. 7; 22:20; 1 Chr. 2:7.

ACHISH, a-́kish, angry (?).
king of Gath, succours David. 1 Sam.

21:10; 27:2; 28:1; 29:6. See 1 Kin.
2:39.

ACHOR, a-́kor, trouble. Josh. 7:24.
valley of, Achan slain there. Josh. 7:26.

See Hos. 2:15.

ACHSAH, ak-́sah, anklet. Josh. 15:16.
Caleb’s daughter, won in marriage by

Othniel. Judg. 1:13.
asks her father’s blessing. Judg. 1:15.

ACHZIB, ak-́zib, deceit. Josh. 15:44.

ADADAH, a´d-a-dah, festival (?). Josh.
15:22.

ADAIAH, a-da-́yah, whom Jehovah
adorns. 2 Kin. 22:1.

ADAM, a-́dam, red. Gen. 2:19.
created. Gen. 1.
called the son of God. Luke 3:38.
blessed. Gen. 1:28.
placed in Eden. Gen. 2:8.
first called Adam. Gen. 2:19.
creatures named by. Gen. 2:19.
calls his wife Eve. Gen. 3:20.
his fall and punishment. Gen. 3.
hides from God. Gen. 3:8.
ground cursed for his sake. Gen. 3:17.
his death. Gen. 5:5.
his transgression. Job 31:33; Rom. 5:14.
first Adam. 1 Cor. 15:45; 1 Tim. 2:13.
in, all die. 1 Cor. 15:22.

ADAM, the last. 1 Cor. 15:45.

ADDAN, a´d-dahn, humble (?).
a city of the captivity. Ezra 2:59.

ADDON, a´d-don, same as ADDAN. Neh.
7:61.

ADMAH, ad-́mah, same as ADAMAH.
Gen. 10:19.

city of the plain. See SODOM.

ADONI-BEZEK, a-do-́ni-be-́zek, lord of
Bezek. Judg. 1:5.

ADONIJAH, a-́do-ni-́jah, Jehovah is my
Lord. 2 Sam. 3:4.

fourth son of David, usurps the
kingdom. 1 Kin. 1:5, 11, 25.

is pardoned by Solomon. 1 Kin. 1:53.
seeking to obtain Abishag, is slain.

1 Kin. 2:17-25.

ADONIKAM, a-́do-ni-́kam, lord of
enemies. Ezra 2:13.

ADONIRAM, a-́do-ni-́ram, lord of height.
1 Kin. 4:6.

ADONI-ZEDEC, a-do-́ni-ze-́dek, lord of
justice.

king of Jerusalem, resists Joshua. Josh.
10:1.

his death. Josh. 10:26.

ADORAM, a-do-́ram, contracted from
ADONIRAM. 2 Sam. 20:24.

ADRAMMELECH, ad-ram-́me-lek,
magnificence of the king (?), king of
fire (?). 2 Kin. 17:31.

ADRAMYTTIUM, ad-́ra-mit-́ti-um. Acts
27:2.

ADRIA, a-́dri-ah. Acts 27:27.

ADULLAM, a-dul-́am, justice of the
people. Josh. 12:15.

cave of. 1 Sam. 22:1; 1 Chr. 11:15.

ADULLAMITE, a-dul-́am-ite, a native of
Adullam. Gen. 38:1.

ADUMMIM, a-dum-́im, the red (men ?).
Josh. 15:7.

AENEAS, e-́ne-as, praiseworthy (?).
healing of. Acts 9:33.

AENON, e-́non, springs. John baptizes at.
John 3:23.

AGABUS, ag-́ab-us, probably Greek form
of Hagab.

famine and Paul’s sufferings foretold by.
Acts 11:28; 21:10.

AGAG, a-́gag, flaming (?). Num. 24:7.
king of Amalek, spared by Saul, slain by

Samuel. 1 Sam. 15.
spoken of by Balaam. Num. 24.

AGAGITE, a-́gag-ite. Esth. 3:1.

AGAR, a-́gar, same as HAGAR. Gal. 4:24.

AGRIPPA, a-grip-́ah. Acts 25:13.
Paul’s defence before. Acts 25:22; 26.
almost persuaded. Acts 26:28.

AGUR, a-́goor, an assembler.
prophecy. Prov. 30.

AHAB, a-́hab, uncle.
king of Israel. 1 Kin. 16:29.
marries Jezebel; his idolatry. 1 Kin.

16:31.
meets Elijah. 1 Kin. 18:17.
defeats the Syrians. 1 Kin. 20.
punished for sparing Ben-hadad. 1 Kin.

20:42.
takes Naboth’s vineyard. 1 Kin. 21:17.
his repentance. 1 Kin. 21:27.
trusts false prophets, and is mortally

wounded at Ramoth-gilead. 1 Kin.
22:6, 34; 2 Chr. 18.

——(son of Kolaiah), and Zedekiah, lying
prophets. Jer. 29:21.

AHASAI, a-́ha-zai, probably a corruption
of JAHZERAH. Neh. 11:13.

AHASBAI, a-ha´s-bai. 2 Sam. 23:34.

AHASUERUS, a-haz-u-e-́rus, king (?).
reigns from India to Ethiopia. Esth. 1:1.
Vashti’s disobedience to, and divorce.

Esth. 1:12; 2:4.
makes Esther queen. Esth. 2:17.
advances Haman. Esth. 3:1.
his decree to destroy the Jews. Esth.

3:12.
rewards Mordecai’s loyalty. Esth. 6.
hangs Haman. Esth. 7:9; 8:7.
advances Mordecai. Esth. 9:4; 10.

AHAVA, a-́ha-vah. Ezra 8:15.

AHAZ, a-́haz, possessor. 2 Kin. 15:38.
king of Judah. 2 Kin. 16.
spoils the temple. 2 Kin. 16:17.
his idolatry. 2 Chr. 28:2.
afflicted by Syrians. 2 Chr. 28:5.
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comforted by Isaiah. Is. 7.
will not ask a sign. Is. 7:12.

AHAZIAH, a-́haz-i-́ah, whom Jehovah
upholds. 1 Kin. 22:40.

king of Judah, his wicked reign. 2 Kin.
8:25.

goes with Joram to meet Jehu. 2 Kin.
9:21.

smitten by Jehu. 2 Kin. 9:27; 2 Chr.
22:9.

——king of Israel. 1 Kin. 22:40, 49.
his sickness and idolatry. 2 Kin. 1.
his judgment by Elijah. 2 Kin. 1.

AHIJAH, a-hi-́jah. 1 Kin. 11:29.
prophesies to Jeroboam against

Solomon. 1 Kin. 11:31; against
Jeroboam, and foretells his son’s
death. 1 Kin. 14:7.

AHIKAM, a-hi-́kam, b. of the enemy.
2 Kin. 22:12.

protects Jeremiah. Jer. 26:24.

AHILUD, a-hi-́lood, b. of one born. 2 Sam.
8:16.

AHIMAAZ, a-hi-ma-́az, b. of anger.
son of Zadok, serves David. 2 Sam.

15:27; 17:17; 18:19.

AHIMELECH, a-hi-́me-lek, b. of the king.
1 Sam. 21:1.

slain by Saul’s order, for assisting David.
1 Sam. 22:18.

AHINADAB, a-hi-́na-dab, b. of a
nobleman. 1 Kin. 4:14.

AHINOAM, a-hi-no-́am, b. of grace.
1 Sam. 14:50.

AHITHOPHEL, a-hi-́tho-fel, b. of impiety.
2 Sam. 15:12.

his treachery. 2 Sam. 15:31; 16:20.
disgrace, and suicide. 2 Sam. 17:1, 23.

See Ps. 41:9; 55:12; 109.

AHITUB, a-hi-́toob, b. of goodness. 1 Sam.
14:3.

AHOHITE, a-hoh-́ite, a descendant of
Ahoah. 2 Sam. 23:9.

AHOLAH, a-ho-́lah, (she has) her own
tent.

——(Samaria), and Aholibah (Jerusalem),
their adulteries. Ezek. 23:4.

AHOLIAB, a-́holi-a´b, father’s tent. Ex.
31:6.

inspired to construct the tabernacle. Ex.
35:34; 36, &c.

AHOLIBAH, a-́holi-b´ah, my tent is in her.
Ezek. 23:4.

AHOLIBAMAH, a-́holi-ba-́mah, tent of the
high place. Gen. 36:2.

AHUMAI, a-hoo-́mai, brother of (i.e.
dweller near) water. 1 Chr. 4:2.

AI, a´i, a heap of ruins. Josh. 7:2.
men of, contend with Israel. Josh. 7:5.

AIJA, ai-́jah, same as AI. Neh. 11:31.

AIJALON, ai-́ja-lon, place of gazelles. Josh.
21:24.

AIJELETH SHAHAR, ai-ye-́leth sha-́har,
morning hind. Ps. 22 Title.

AIN, a-́in, an eye, or fountain. Num.
34:11.

AJALON, ad-́jal-on, same as AIJALON.
Josh. 19:42.

AKRABBIM, ak-rab-́bim, scorpions. Num.
34:4.

ALAMMELECH, a-la´m-me-lek, king’s
oak. Josh. 19:26.

ALAMOTH, a-la-moth´, virgins (?). Ps. 46
title.

ALEMETH, a-le-́meth, same as
ALAMETH. 1 Chr. 8:36.

ALEXANDER, al-́ex-an-́der, defending
men. Mark 15:21.

——a member of the council. Acts 4:6.

——an Ephesian Jew. Acts 19:33.

——the coppersmith. 1 Tim. 1:20; 2 Tim.
4:14.

ALEXANDRIA, al-́ex-an-́dri-a, the city
named after Alexander. Acts 18:24.

ALLELUIA, al-el-oo-́ya, praise ye the Lord.
Rev. 19:1.

ALLON-BACHUTH, al-on-bak-́ooth, oak of
weeping. Gen. 35:8; 1 Kin. 13:14.

ALMON-DIBLATHAIM, al-́mon-dib-́lath-
a-́im, hiding of the two cakes (?).
Num. 33:46.

ALPHA, al-́fah, the first letter of the Greek
alphabet. Rev. 1:8; 21:6; 22:13.

ALPHAEUS, al-fee-́us, successor. Matt.
10:3.

AL-TASCHITH, al-́tash-kith´, ‘do not
destroy.’ Ps. 57 title.

AMALEK, am-́al-ek. Gen. 36:12.
fights with Israel in Rephidim, and is

defeated. Ex. 17:8, 13.
perpetual war declared against. Ex.

17:16; Deut. 25:17.
smitten by Gideon. Judg. 7:12.

by Saul. 1 Sam. 14:48; 15:8.
by David. 1 Sam. 27:9; 30:17.

AMALEKITE, am-al-́ek-ite, self-accused of
killing Saul, slain by David. 2 Sam.
1:10, 15.

AMALEKITES, am-al-́ek-ites, descendants
of Amalek. Gen. 14:7.

AMANA, a-ma-́nah, fixed (?). Song 4:8.

AMARIAH, a-́mar-i-́ah, Jehovah has said.
1 Chr. 6:7.

AMASA, a-ma-́sa, burden.
captain of the host of Absalom. 2 Sam.

17:25.
slain by Joab. 2 Sam. 20:9, 10; 1 Kin.

2:5.

AMASAI, a-ma-́sai, burdensome. 1 Chr.
6:25.

AMASHAI, a-ma´sh-ai. Neh. 11:13.

AMASIAH, a-́mas-i-́ah, burden of Jehovah.
2 Chr. 17:16.

AMAZIAH, a-́maz-i-́ah, Jehovah
strengthens.

king of Judah, his good reign. 2 Kin.
14:1; 2 Chr. 25:1.

defeats Edom. 2 Chr. 25:11.
defeated by Joash king of Israel. 2 Chr.

25:21.
slain at Lachish. 2 Kin. 14:19.

——priest of Beth-el. Amos 7:10.

AMINADAB, a-mi-́na-dab, same as
AMMINADAB. Matt. 1:4.

AMITTAI, a-mi´t-tai, true. 2 Kin. 14:25.

AMMAH, am-́ah. 2 Sam. 2:24.

AMMI, am-́i, my people. Hos. 2:1.

AMMIEL, am-́i-el, people of God. Num.
13:12.

AMMIHUD, am-i-́hood, p. of praise (?).
Num. 1:10.

AMMINADAB, am-i-́na-dab, p. of the
prince. Ex. 6:23.

AMMINADIB, am-i-́na-dib, same as
preceding. Song 6:12.

AMMISHADDAI, a´m-sha´d-ai, p. of the
Almighty. Num. 1:12.

AMMIZABAD, am-i-́za-bad, p. of the giver
(i.e. Jehovah). 1 Chr. 27:6.

AMMON, am-́on, son of my p. (?).
children of. Gen. 19:38.
not to be meddled with. Deut. 2:19.
not to enter the congregation. Deut.

23:3.
make war on Israel, and are conquered

by Jephthah. Judg. 11:4, 33.
slain by Saul. 1 Sam. 11:11.
outrage David’s servants. 2 Sam. 10.
tortured by David. 2 Sam. 12:26.
prophecies concerning. Jer. 25:21;

49:1; Ezek. 21:28; 25:2, 3; Amos
1:13; Zeph. 2:8.

AMMONITES, am-́on-ites, a tribe
descended from Ammon. Deut. 2:20.

AMNON, am-́non, faithful.
son of David. 2 Sam. 3:2.
outrages Tamar. 2 Sam. 13.
slain by Absalom. 2 Sam. 13:28.

AMON, a-́mon. 2 Kin. 21:18.
king of Judah. 2 Kin. 21:19; 2 Chr.

33:20.
his idolatry. 2 Kin. 21:21; 2 Chr. 33:23.
killed by his servants. 2 Kin. 21:23.

AMORITE, am-́or-ite, mountaineer. Gen.
10:16.

AMORITES, am-́or-ites, their iniquities,
Gen. 15:16; Deut. 20:17; Josh. 3:10.

AMOS, a-́mos, burden.
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declares God’s judgment upon the
nations. Amos 1:1, 2.

and upon Israel. Amos 3:1, &c.
his call. Amos 7:14, 15.
foretells Israel’s restoration. Amos 9:11.

AMPHIPOLIS, am-phi-́pol-is, named from
the river Strymon flowing round the
city. Acts 17:1.

AMPLIAS, am-́pli-as, short form of
Ampliatus, enlarged. Rom. 16:8.

AMRAM, am-́ram, people of the Highest
(i.e. God). Ex. 6:18.

AMRAMITES, am-́ram-ites, the
descendants of Amram. Num. 3:27.

AMRAPHAEL, am-́ra-fel. Gen. 14:1.

ANAK, a-́nak, long-necked (?). Num.
13:22.

ANAKIM, a-́nak-im, a tribe called after
Anak. Deut. 1:28.

——(giants). Num. 13:33; Deut. 9:2.
cut off by Joshua. Josh. 11:21.

ANAMMELECH, a-nam-́me-lek, idol of
the king (?), or shepherd and flock
(?). 2 Kin. 17:31.

ANANIAS, an-an-i-́as, Greek form of
HANANIAH.

——(and Sapphira), their lie and death.
Acts 5:1.

——(disciple), sent to Paul at Damascus.
Acts 9:10; 22:12.

——(high priest), Paul brought before.
Acts 22:30.

Paul smitten by order of. Acts 23:2.
rebuked by Paul. Acts 23:3.

ANATHEMA, an-ath-́em-ah, something
accursed. 1 Cor. 16:22.

ANATHOTH, a-́nath-oth, answers to
prayer. Josh. 21:18.

men of, condemned for persecuting
Jeremiah. Jer. 11:21. See 1 Kin. 2:26.

ANDREW, an-́droo. Mark 1:29.
the APOSTLE. Matt. 4:18; Mark 13:3;

John 1:40; 6:8; 12:22; Acts 1:13.

ANDRONICUS, an-́dro-ni-́kus, disciple at
Rome, Rom. 16:7.

ANETHOTHITE, a´n-e-tho-thite, or
ANETOTHITE, a´n-e-to-thite, a man
of Anathoth. 2 Sam. 23:27.

ANNA, an-́ah, grace. A prophetess. Luke
2:36.

ANNAS, an-́as, Greek form of
HANANIAH.

high priest. Luke 3:2.
Christ brought to. John 18:13, 24.
Peter and John before. Acts 4:6.

ANTICHRIST, an-́ti-christ, adversary to
Christ.

1 John 2:18, 22; 2 John 7. See 2 Thess.
2:9; 1 Tim. 4:1.

ANTIOCH, an-́ti-ok, named in honour of
Antiochus. Acts 6:5.

——(Syria), disciples first called Christians
at. Acts 11:26.

Barnabas and Saul called to apostleship
at. Acts 13:1.

Paul withstands Peter at. Gal. 2:11.

——(Pisidia), Paul’s first address at. Acts
13:16.

Paul and Barnabas persecuted at. Acts
13:50.

ANTIPAS, an-́tip-as, contraction of
Antipater. Martyr. Rev. 2:13.

ANTIPATRIS, an-́tip-atr-́is, from the
foregoing. Acts 23:31.

ANTOTHIJAH, an-́to-thi-́jah, prayers
answered by Jehovah (?). 1 Chr.
8:24.

ANTOTHITE, an-́toth-ite, a man of
Anathoth. 1 Chr. 11:28.

APHARSACHITES, a-far-́sa-kites. Ezra
5:6.

APHARSATHCHITES, a-far-sath-́kites.
Ezra 4:9.

APHARSITES, a-far-́sites. Ezra 4:9.

APHEK, a-́fek, strength. Josh. 12:18.
defeat of Saul at. 1 Sam. 29:1. See Josh.

13:4; 1 Sam. 4:1; 1 Kin. 20:26.

APHEKAH, a-fe-́kah, same as preceding.
Josh. 15:53.

APHIK, a-́fik, same as APHEK. Judg. 1:31.

APHRAH, af-́rah, dust. Mic. 1:10.

APOLLONIA, ap-́ol-o-́ni-ah. Acts 17:1.

APOLLOS, ap-ol-́os, another form of
Apollonius or Apollodorus.

eloquent and mighty in the Scriptures.
Acts 18:24; 19:1; 1 Cor. 1:12; 3:4.

APOLLYON, ap-ol-́yon, one that
exterminates. Rev. 9:11.

APPHIA, af-́yah, the Greek form of Appia.
Philem. 2.

APPII FORUM, ap-́py-i fo-́rum, forum or
marketplace of Appius. Acts 28:15.

AQUILA, ak-́wil-ah, an eagle.

——(and Priscilla) go with Paul from
Corinth to Ephesus. Acts 18:2, 19.

their constancy. Rom. 16:3; 1 Cor.
16:19.

Apollos instructed by. Acts 18:26.

ARABAH, a-ra´h-bah, a plain. Josh. 18:18.

ARABIA, a-ra-́bi-a. Ps. 72:10, 15. Gal.
1:17.

kings of, pay tribute. 2 Chr. 9:14;
17:11; 26:7.

ARABIAN, a-ra-́bi-an, a person from
Arabia. Neh. 2:19.

ARABIANS, Is. 13:20; 21:13; Jer.
25:24;—Acts 2:11.

ARAM, a-́ram, height. Gen. 10:22.

ARARAT, a-́ra-rat.
ark rested on. Gen. 8:4. See Jer. 51:27.

ARAUNAH, a-raw-́nah, calf (?). 2 Sam.
24:18.

——(Ornan), Jebusite, sells to David site
for temple.

2 Sam. 24:16; 1 Chr. 21:15, 18; 22:1.

ARCHELAUS, ar-́ke-la-́us, prince, king of
Judaea, feared by Joseph. Matt. 2:22.

ARCHEVITES, ar-́kev-ites, the men of
ERECH (?), q.v. Ezra 4:9.

ARCHIPPUS, at-kip-́us, master of the
horse. Col. 4:17.

ARCTURUS, ark-tu-́rus, probably the
constellations known as the Great
and Little Bear. Job 9:9; 38:32.

AREOPAGITE, a-́re-op-́ag-ite, belonging
to the Council held on Areopagus.
Acts 17:34.

AREOPAGUS, a-́re-op-́ag-us, hill of Mars,
at Athens; Paul preaches on. Acts
17:19.

ARETAS, ar-́e-tas, a husbandman (?).
2 Cor. 11:32.

ARIMATHAEA, a-́rim-ath-ee-́ah, the same
as RAMAH. Matt. 27:57.

ARISTARCHUS, a-ris-tark-́us, best ruling.
fellow-prisoner of Paul, Acts 19:29;

20:4; 27:2; Col. 4:10; Philem. 24.

ARISTOBULUS, a-́ris-to-bewl-́us, best
counsellor.

his household greeted by Paul. Rom.
16:10.

ARMAGEDDON, ar-́ma-ged-́on, height of
Megiddo. Rev. 16:16.

ARMENIA, ar-me-́ni-a, land of Aram.
2 Kin. 19:37.

ARNON, ar-́non, swift. Num. 21:13.

AROER, a-ro-́er, ruins (?). Deut. 2:36.
built by children of Gad. Num. 32:34.
boundary of Reuben. Josh. 13:16.

AROERITE, ar-o-́er-ite, a man of Aroer.
1 Chr. 11:44.

ARTAXERXES, ar-́ta-xerk-́ses, honoured
king (?). Ezra 4:8.

(king of Persia), oppresses the Jews.
Ezra 4.

——(Longimanus), permits Ezra to restore
the temple, Ezra 7; and Nehemiah to
rebuild Jerusalem. Neh. 2.

ARTEMAS, ar-́te-mas, shortened form of
Artemidorus (?). Titus 3:12.

ASA, a-́sah, physician.
his good reign. 1 Kin. 15:8.
wars with Baasha. 1 Kin. 15:16.
his prayer against the Ethiopians. 2 Chr.

14:11.
his zeal. 2 Chr. 15.
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seeks aid of the Syrians. 2 Chr. 16.
reproved by Hanani the seer. 2 Chr.

16:7.
reigns forty years, and dies much

honoured. 2 Chr. 16:10.

ASAHEL, a-́sa-hel, whom God made.
his rashness; slain by Abner in self-

defence. 2 Sam. 2:18; 3:27; 23:24;
1 Chr. 11:26.

ASAPH, a-́saf, collector. 2 Kin. 18:18.
a Levite, musical composer, and leader

of David’s choir, 1 Chr. 6:39; 2 Chr.
5:12; 29:30; 35:15; Neh. 12:46;
Psalms 50 and 73 to 83 ascribed to
him.

ASENATH, a-́se-nath, she who is of Neith
(i.e. a goddess of the Egyptians) (?).
Gen. 41:45.

wife of Joseph. Gen. 41:45; 46:20.

ASER, a-́ser, same as ASHER. Luke 2:36.

ASHCHENAZ, ash-́ken-az, same as
ASHKENAZ. 1 Chr. 1:6.

ASHDOD, ash-́dod, a strong place. Josh.
15:46.

city of Philistines; the ark carried there;
men of, smitten. 1 Sam. 5.

reduced by Uzziah. 2 Chr. 26:6.
predictions concerning. Jer. 25:20;

Amos 1:8; Zeph. 2:4; Zech. 9:6.

ASHDOTH-PISGAH, ash-́doth-piz-́gah,
springs of Pisgah. Josh. 12:3.

ASHDOTHITES, ash-́doth-ites, same as
ASHDODITES. Josh. 13:3.

ASHER, ash-́er, fortunate, happy.
son of Jacob. Gen. 30:13.
his descendants. Num. 1:40; 26:44;

1 Chr. 7:30; their inheritance, Josh.
19:24; Judg. 5:17. See Ezek. 48:34;
Rev. 7:6.

Anna, prophetess, descended from.
Luke 2:36.

ASHERAH, ash-er-́ah, the goddess
Ashtoreth. 2 Kin. 17:10.

ASHERITES, a-́sher-ites, descendants of
Asher. Judg. 1:32.

ASHIMA, a-shi-́ma. 2 Kin. 17:30.

ASHKELON, ash-́kel-on, migration.

——(Askelon) taken. Judg. 1:18; 14:19;
1 Sam. 6:17; 2 Sam. 1:20.

prophecies concerning. Jer. 25:20;
47:5; Amos 1:8; Zeph. 2:4; Zech.
9:5.

ASHKENAZ, ash-́ken-az. Gen. 10:3.

ASHTAROTH, ash-́tar-oth, statutes of
Ashtoreth. Josh. 9:10.

idolatrous worship of, by Israel. Judg.
2:13; 1 Sam. 12:10; by Solomon,
1 Kin. 11:5, 33.

ASHTEROTH KARNAIM, ash-́ter-oth kar-
na-́im, Ashteroth of the two horns.
Gen. 14:5.

ASHTORETH, ash-tor-́eth, she who
enriches. 1 Kin. 11:5.

ASHUR, ash-́oor. 1 Chr. 2:24.

ASHURITES, ash-́oor-ites. 2 Sam. 2:9.

ASIA, a-́shah. Acts 2:9.

ASKELON, see ASHKELON. Judg. 1:18.

ASNAPPER, as-nap-́er, same as ASSUR-
BANI-PAL, Assur has formed a son.
Ezra 4:10.

ASSHUR, ash-́oor, the gracious One (?).
Gen. 10:22.

ASSHURIM, ash-oor-́im. Gen. 25:3.

ASSYRIA, as-ir-́ya, the land so named from
ASSHUR. Gen. 2:14.

Israel carried captive to. 2 Kin. 15:29;
17.

army of, miraculously destroyed. 2 Kin.
19:35; Is. 37:36.

prophecies concerning. Is. 8; 10:5;
14:24; 30:31; 31:8; Mic. 5:6; Zeph.
2:13.

its glory. Ezek. 31:3.

ASSYRIANS, as-ir-́yans, inhabitants of
Assyria. Is. 10:5.

ASTAROTH, as-́tar-oth, same as
ASHTORETH. Deut. 1:4.

ATHALIAH, ath-́al-i-́ah, whom Jehovah
has afflicted.

daughter of Ahab, mother of Ahaziah.
2 Kin. 8:26.

slays the seed royal, Joash only saved.
2 Kin. 11:1; 2 Chr. 22:10.

slain by order of Jehoiada. 2 Kin. 11:16;
2 Chr. 23:15.

ATHLAI, a´th-lai, shortened form of
Athaliah. Ezra 10:28.

ATHENIANS, ath-e-́ni-ans, natives of
Athens. Acts 17:21.

ATHENS, ath-́ens.
Paul preaches to the philosophers at.

Acts. 17:15; 1 Thess. 3:1.
men of, described. Acts 17:21.

ATROTH, at-́roth, same as ATAROTH.
Num. 32:35.

ATTALIA, at-́ta-li-́a, so called from
Attalus, the royal founder of the city,
sea-port. Acts 14:25.

AUGUSTUS, aw-gust-́us, venerable. Luke
2:1.

AVEN, a-́ven, nothingness. Ezek. 30:17.

AZALIAH, a-́zal-i-́ah, whom Jehovah has
reserved. 2 Kin. 22:3.

AZANIAH, a-́zan-i-́ah, whom Jehovah
hears. Neh. 10:9.

AZARIAH, a-́zar-i-́ah, whom Jehovah aids.
2 Chr. 22:6.

——(Uzziah), king of Judah, his good
reign. 2 Kin. 14:21; 2 Chr. 26.

his wars. 2 Chr. 26.

invades the priest’s office. 2 Chr.
26:16.

struck with leprosy. 2 Kin. 15:5; 2 Chr.
26:20.

——prophet, exhorts Asa. 2 Chr. 15.

AZAZIAH, a-́zaz-i-́ah, whom Jehovah
strengthened. 1 Chr. 15:21.

AZEKAH, a-ze-́kah, dug over. Josh. 10:10.

AZMAVETH, az-ma-́veth, strength (?).
2 Sam. 23:31.

AZMON, az-́mon, robust. Num. 34:4.

AZNOTH-TABOR, az-́noth-ta-́bor, ears
(i.e. summits) of Tabor. Josh. 19:34.

AZOTUS, a-zo-́tus, the Greek form of
ASHDOD. Acts 8:40.

BAAL, ba-́al, lord, master, possessor,
owner.

worshipped. Num. 22:41; Judg. 2:13;
8:33; 1 Kin. 16:32; 18:26; 2 Kin.
17:16; 19:18; 21:3; Jer. 2:8; 7:9;
12:16; 19:5, 23:13; Hos. 2:8; 13:1,
&c.

his altars and priests destroyed by
Gideon. Judg. 6:25; by Elijah. 1 Kin.
18:40; by Jehu. 2 Kin. 10:18; by
Jehoiada. 2 Kin. 11:18; by Josiah.
2 Kin. 23:4; 2 Chr. 34:4.

BAALAH, ba-́al-ah, mistress. Josh. 15:10.

BAALATH, ba-́al-ath, same as preceding.
Josh. 19:44.

BAALATH-BEER, ba-́al-ath-be-́er, having a
well. Josh. 19:8.

BAAL-BERITH, ba-́al-be-ri´th, lord of
covenant. Judg. 8:33.

BAALE, ba-́al-ay, plural of Baal. 2 Sam.
6:2.

BAAL-GAD, ba-́al-gad´, lord of fortune.
Josh. 11:17.

BAAL-HAMON, ba-́al-ha-́mon, place of a
multitude. Song 8:11.

BAAL-HANAN, ba-́al-ha-́nan, lord of
benignity. Gen. 36:38.

BAAL-HAZOR, ba-́al-ha-́zor, having a
village. 2 Sam. 13:23.

BAAL-HERMON, ba-́al-her-́mon, place of
Hermon. Judg. 3:3.

BAALI, ba-́al-i, my lord. Hos. 2:16.

BAALIM, ba-́al-im, lords. Judg. 2:11;
2 Chr. 28:2.

BAAL-MEON, ba-́al-me-́on, place of
habitation. Num. 32:38.

BAAL-PEOR, ba-́al-pe-́or, lord of the
opening. Num. 25:3.

the trespass of Israel concerning.
Num:25; Deut. 4:3; Ps. 106:28; Hos.
9:10.

BAAL-PERAZIM, ba-́al-pe-raz-́im, place of
breaches.
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David’s victory over Philistines at.
2 Sam. 5:20.

BAAL-SHALISHA, ba-́al-sha-lish-́ah, lord
(or place) of Shalisha. 2 Kin. 4:42.

BAAL-ZEBUB, ba-́al-ze-bo´ob, lord of flies.
false god of Ekron, Ahaziah rebuked for

sending to enquire of. 2 Kin. 1:2.

BAAL-ZEPHON, ba-́al-ze-pho´n, place of
Zephon, or sacred to Zephon. Ex.
14:2.

BAANAH, ba-́a-nah.
and Rechab, for murdering Ish-bosheth,

slain by David. 2 Sam. 4:2.

BAASHA, ba-́ash-ah, wicked (?).
king of Israel, destroys the house of

Jeroboam. 1 Kin. 15:16, 27; Jehu’s
prophecy concerning him. 1 Kin.
16:1.

BABEL, ba-́bel, confusion.
Nimrod king of. Gen. 10:10.
confusion of tongues at the building of.

Gen. 11:9.

BABYLON, bab-́il-on, Greek form of Bab-
ilu, the gate of God. Gen. 10:10;
2 Kin. 17:30; 20:12.

ambassadors from, to Hezekiah. 2 Kin.
20:12; 2 Chr. 32:31; Is. 39.

Jewish captivity there. 2 Kin. 25; 2 Chr.
36; Jer. 39; 52.

return from. Ezra 1; Neh. 2.
greatness of. Dan. 4:30.
taken by the Medes. Dan. 5:30.
fall of. Is. 13:14; 21:2; 47; 48; Jer.

25:12; 50; 51.
church in. 1 Pet. 5:13.

——the Great. Rev. 14:8; 17; 18.

BABYLONISH, bab-́il-one-ish, of, or
belonging to, Babylon. Josh. 7:21.

BACA, ba-́kah, weeping.
valley of misery. Ps. 84:6.

BAJITH, ba-́yith (same as BETH), house.
Is. 15:2.

BALAAM, ba-́la-am, destruction (?). Num.
22:5.

requested by Balak to curse Israel, is
forbidden. Num. 22:13.

his anger. Num. 22:27.
blesses Israel. Num. 23:19; 24.
his prophecies. Num. 23:9, 24; 24:17.
his wicked counsel. Num. 31:16; Deut.

23:4. See Josh. 24:9; Judg. 11:25;
Mic. 6:5; 2 Pet. 2:15; Jude 11; Rev.
2:14.

slain. Num. 31:8; Josh. 13:22.

BALAC, ba-́lac, same as BALAK. Rev.
2:14.

BALAK, ba-́lak, to make empty. Num.
22:2.

BAMOTH-BAAL, ba-́moth-ba-́al, h.p. of
Baal. Josh. 13:17.

BARABBAS, bar-a´b-as, son of Abba or
father. Mark 15:7.

a robber, released instead of Jesus.

Matt. 27:16; Mark 15:6; Luke 23:18;
John 18:40.

BARACHIAS, ba-rak-i-́as, whom Jehovah
blesses. Matt. 23:35.

BARAK, ba-́rak, thunderbolt, lightning.
Judg. 4:6.

delivers Israel from Sisera. Judg. 4:5;
Heb. 11:32.

BAR-JESUS, bar-je-́sus, son of Jesus.
(Elymas) smitten with blindness by

Paul. Acts 13:6.

BAR-JONA, bar-jo-́nah, son of Jona
(Simon). Matt. 16:17.

BARNABAS, bar-́na-bas, son of
exhortation.

Levite of Cyprus, sells his lands. Acts
4:36.

preaches at Antioch. Acts 11:22.
accompanies Paul. Acts 11:30; 12:25;

13; 14; 15; 1 Cor. 9:6.
his contention. Acts 15:36.
his error. Gal. 2:13.

BARSABAS, bar-́sa-bas, s. of Seba. Acts
1:23.

BARTHOLOMEW, bar-thol-́o-mew, s. of
Talmai.

the apostle. Matt. 10:3; Mark 3:18;
Luke 6:14; Acts 1:13.

BARTIMAEUS, bar-́ti-me-́us, s. of Timai.
blindness cured near Jericho. Mark

10:46.

BARUCH, ba-́rook, blessed. Jer. 32:12.
receives Jeremiah’s evidence. Jer.

32:13; 36.
discredited by Azariah, and carried into

Egypt. Jer. 43:6.
God’s message to. Jer. 45.

BARZILLAI, bar-zi´l-ai, of iron.
loyalty to David. 2 Sam. 17:27.
David’s recognition of. 2 Sam. 19:31;

1 Kin. 2:7.

BASHAN, ba-́shan, soft rich soil.
conquered. Num. 21:33; Deut. 3:1; Ps.

68:15, 22; 135:10; 136:20.

BASHAN-HAVOTH-JAIR, ba-́shan-hav-
´oth-ja-́yir, Bashan of the villages of
Jair. Deut. 3:14.

BATH-RABBIM, bath-rab-́im, daughter
many. Song 7:4.

BATH-SHEBA, bath-́she-bah, d. of the
oath. 2 Sam. 11:3.

wife of Uriah, taken by David. 2 Sam.
11; 12.

appeals to David for Solomon against
Adonijah. 1 Kin. 1:15.

intercedes with Solomon for Adonijah.
1 Kin. 2:19.

BATH-SHUA, bath-́shoo-ah. 1 Chr. 3:5.

BEELZEBUB, be-el-́ze-bub´, same as
BAALZEBUB. Matt. 10:25.

prince of devils. Matt. 12:24; Mark
3:22; Luke 11:15.

Christ’s miracles ascribed to. Matt.
12:24, &c.

BEER, be-́er, a well. Num. 21:16.

BEERA, be-er-́ah, same as BEER. 1 Chr.
7:37.

BEERAH, be-er-́ah, same as BEER. 1 Chr.
5:6.

BEER-ELIM, be-́er-el-́im, well of heroes.
Is. 15:8.

BEERI, be-́er-i, man of the w. Gen. 26:34.

BEER-LAHAI-ROI, be-́er-la-hai-́ro-́i, w. of
vision (of God) to the living. Gen.
16:14.

BEEROTH, be-er-́oth, wells. Josh. 9:17.

BEEROTHITE, be-er-́oth-ite, a native of
Beeroth. 2 Sam. 23:37.

BEER-SHEBA, be-́er-she-́bah, well of the
oath.

Abraham dwells at. Gen. 21:31; 22:19;
28:10.

Hagar relieved at. Gen. 21:14.
Jacob comforted at. Gen. 46:1.
Elijah flees to. 1 Kin. 19:3.

BEESH-TERAH, be-esh-́te-rah, house or
temple of Astarte (?). Josh. 21:27.

BEHEMOTH, be-he-́moth, the water-ox.
Job 40:15.

BEL, bel, another form of BAAL, an idol.
Is. 46:1; Jer. 50:2.

BELIAL, be-́li-al, worthless.
men of, wicked men so called. Deut.

13:13; Judg. 19:22.
sons of. 1 Sam. 10:27.

BELSHAZZAR, bel-shaz-́ar, Bel protect the
king. Dan. 5:1.

his profane feast, warning, and death.
Dan. 5.

BELTESHAZZAR, bel-́te-shaz-́ar, preserve
his life.

Daniel so named. Dan. 1:7; 4:8, &c.

BENAIAH, ben-ai-́ah, whom Jehovah has
built. 2 Sam. 8:18.

valiant acts of. 2 Sam. 23:20; 1 Chr.
11:22; 27:5.

proclaims Solomon king. 1 Kin. 1:32.
slays Adonijah, Joab, and Shimei. 1 Kin.

2:25-46.

BEN-AMMI, ben-́am-́i, son of my own
kindred. Gen. 19:38.

BEN-BERAK, be-ne-́be-rak´, sons of Barak,
or of lightning. Josh. 19:45.

BEN-HADAD, ben-ha-́dad, s. of Hadad.
king of Syria, his league with Asa

against Baasha. 1 Kin. 15:18.

——wars with Ahab. 1 Kin. 20.
baffled by Elisha. 2 Kin. 6:8.
besieges Samaria. 2 Kin. 6:24; 7.
slain by Hazael. 2 Kin. 8:7.

BAAL-SHALISHA 1803 BEN-HADAD



——son of Hazael, wars with Israel.
2 Kin. 13:3, 25. See Jer. 49:27;
Amos 1:4.

BEN-HAIL, ben-ha-́yil, son of the host.
2 Chr. 17:7.

BENINU, be-ni-́noo, our s. Neh. 10:13.

BENJAMIN, ben-́ja-min, s. of the right
hand, i.e. fortunate. Gen. 35:18.

(first named Ben-oni, ‘son of my
sorrow’), Patriarch, youngest son of
Jacob, his birth at Bethlehem. Gen.
35:16.

goes into Egypt. Gen. 43:15.
Joseph’s stratagem to detain. Gen. 44.
Jacob’s prophecy concerning. Gen.

49:27.
HIS DESCENDANTS. Gen. 46:21; 1 Chr.

7:6.
twice numbered. Num. 1:36; 26:38.
blessed by Moses. Deut. 33:12.
their inheritance. Josh. 18:11.
their wickedness chastised. Judg. 20;

21.
the first king chosen from. 1 Sam. 9;

10.
support the house of Saul. 2 Sam. 2.
afterwards adhere to that of David.

1 Kin. 12:21; 1 Chr 11.
the tribe of Paul. Phil. 3:5. See Ps.

68:27; Ezek. 48:32; Rev. 7:8.

BENJAMITE, ben-́jam-ite, a man of the
tribe of Benjamin. Judg. 20:35.

BEN-ONI, be´n-o-́ni, s. of my sorrow.
Gen. 35:18.

BERACHAH, be-́rak-ah, blessing. 1 Chr.
12:3.

valley of, why so named. 2 Chr. 20:26.

BERACHIAH, be-́rak-i-́ah, whom Jehovah
hath blessed. 1 Chr. 6:39.

BEREA, be-re-́ah.
city of Macedonia, Paul preaches at.

Acts 17:10.
people ‘more noble’. Acts 17:11.

BERECHIAH, be-́rek-i-́ah, same as
BERACHIAH. 1 Chr. 3:20.

BERNICE, ber-ni-́see, Victoria. Acts
25:13.

BERODACH-BALADAN, be-́ro-dak-bal-́a-
dan, Bero-dach (same as
MERODACH) has given a son. 2 Kin.
20:12.

BETHABARA, beth-ab-́ar-ah, house of
passage.

place where John baptized. John 1:28.

BETH-ANATH, beth-́an-ath, echo. Josh.
19:38.

BETH-ANOTH, beth-́an-oth. Josh. 15:59.

BETHANY, beth-́an-y, house of dates.
visited by Christ, Matt. 21:17; 26:6;

Mark 11:1; Luke 19:29; John 12:1.
raising of Lazarus at. John 11:18.
ascension of Christ at. Luke 24:50.

BETH-ARABAH, beth-a-ra´h-bah, h. of the
desert. Josh. 15:6.

BETH-ARBEL, beth-arb-́el, h. of the
ambush of God. Hos. 10:14.

BETH-AVEN, beth-a-́ven, h. of vanity (i.e.
of idols). Josh. 7:2.

BETH-BAAL-MEON, beth-́ba-́al-me-on´, h.
of Baalmeon. Josh. 13:17.

BETH-BARAH, beth-ba-́rah, same as
BETHABARA. Judg. 7:24.

BETH-DAGON, beth-da-́gon, h. of Dagon.
Josh. 15:41.

BETH-EL, beth-́el, h. of God. Gen. 12:8.
(Luz), city of Palestine, named Beth-el

by Jacob. Gen. 28:19; 31:13.
altar built by Jacob at. Gen. 35:1.
occupied by the house of Joseph. Judg.

1:22.
sons of prophets resident there. 2 Kin.

2:2, 3; 17:28.
the king’s chapel. Amos 7:13.
idolatry of Jeroboam at. 1 Kin. 12:28;

13:1.
reformation by Josiah at. 2 Kin. 23:15.

BETHER, be-́ther, separation. Song 2:17.

BETHESDA, beth-esd-́ah, house of mercy.
pool of, at Jerusalem, miracles wrought

at. John 5:2.

BETH-EZEL, beth-e-́zel, house of firmness
(?). Mic. 1:11.

BETH-HACCEREM, beth-́hak-er-́em, h. of
the vineyard. Neh. 3:14.

BETH-HARAN, beth-ha-́ran. Num. 32:36.

BETH-HOGLAH, beth-hog-́lah, h. of the
partridge. Josh. 15:6.

BETH-HORON, beth-ho-́ron, h. of the
hollow. Josh. 10:10.

BETH-JESIMOTH, beth-je-shim-́oth, h. of
the deserts. Num. 33:49.

BETH-LEBAOTH, beth-́le-ba-́oth, h. of
lionesses. Josh. 19:6.

BETH-LEHEM, beth-́le-hem, h. of bread.
Gen. 35:19.

BETH-LEHEM EPHRATAH, beth-́le-hem
ef-́ra-tah, B. the fruitful (?).

(originally Ephratah), Naomi and Ruth
return to. Ruth 1–4.

David anointed at. 1 Sam. 16:13; 20:6.
well of. 2 Sam. 23:15; 1 Chr. 11:17.
Christ’s birth at. Matt. 2:1; Luke 2:4;

John 7:42; predicted. Mic. 5:2 (Ps.
132:5, 6).

babes of, slain. Matt. 2:16.

BETH-LEHEMITE, beth-́le-hem-ite, a man
of Beth-lehem. 1 Sam. 16:1.

BETH-LEHEM-JUDAH, beth-́le-hem-joo-
´dah, B. of Judah. Judg. 17:7.

BETH-MAACHAH, beth-́ma-́ak-ah, house
of Maachah. 2 Sam. 20:14.

BETH-MARCABOTH, beth-́mar-́kab-oth,
h. of chariots. Josh. 19:5.

BETH-PEOR, beth-́pe-́or, temple of Peor.
Deut. 3:29.

BETHPHAGE, be´th-fa-gee, house of
unripe figs. Matt. 21:1.

BETHSAIDA, beth-́sai-́dah, h. of fishing.
of Galilee, native place of Philip, Peter,

and
Andrew. Mark 6:45; John 1:44; 12:21.
blind man cured at. Mark 8:22.
condemned for unbelief. Matt. 11:21.
Christ feeds the five thousand at. Luke

9:10-17.

BETH-SHAN, beth-́shan´, h. of rest.
1 Sam. 31:10.

BETH-SHEAN, beth-́she-́an, same as
BETH-SHAN. Josh. 17:11.

BETH-SHEMESH, beth-́she-́mesh, house
of the sun. Josh. 15:10.

men of, punished for looking into the
ark. 1 Sam. 6:19.

great battle at. 2 Kin. 14:11.

BETHSHEMITE, beth-́shem-́ite, a native
of Beth-shemesh. 1 Sam. 6:14.

BETHUEL, beth-́oo-el, house of God. Gen.
22:22.

BETHUL, beth-ool´, same as BETHEL (?).
Josh. 19:4.

BETH-ZUR, beth-́zoor´, house of the rock.
Josh. 15:58.

BEULAH, be-ool-́ah, married. Is. 62:4.

BEZALEEL, be-zal-́e-el, in the shadow of
God (?).

constructs the tabernacle. Ex. 31:2;
35:30; 36–38.

BEZEK, be-́zek, lightning (?). Judg. 1:4.

BEZER, be-́zer, ore of precious metal.
Deut. 4:43.

BIGTHAN, big-́than, given by God.
and Teresh, their conspiracy against

Ahasuerus. Esth. 2:21.

BILDAD, bil-́dad, son of contention (?).
Job 2:11.

his answers to Job. Job 8; 18; 25.

BILEAM, bil-́e-am, same as BALAAM (?),
or IBLEAM (?). 1 Chr. 6:70.

BILHAH, bil-́hah, modesty. Gen. 29:29.
Jacob’s children by. Gen. 30:5.

BITHRON, bith-́ron, a broken place.
2 Sam. 2:29.

BITHYNIA, bi-thin-́yah. Acts 16:7.

BIZJOTHJAH, biz-joth-́jah, contempt of
Jehovah. Josh. 15:28.

BLASTUS, blast-́us, a shoot. Acts 12:20.

BOANERGES, bo-́an-er-́jes, sons of
thunder.

James and John surnamed by Christ.
Mark 3:17.
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BOAZ, bo-́az, fleetness. Ruth 2:1.
his conduct towards Ruth. Ruth 2; 3; 4.
ancestor of David and Christ. Ruth

4:17, 22; Matt. 1:5; Luke 3:23, 32.

——and Jachin (strength and stability),
pillars of the temple. 2 Chr. 3:17.

BOCHIM, bo-́kim, weepers. Judg. 2:1.
Israel rebuked by an angel at. 

Judg. 2:1-3.
Israel repent at. Judg. 2:4, 5.

BOHAN, bo-́han, thumb (?). Josh. 15:6.

BOOZ, bo-́oz, same as BOAZ. Matt. 1:5.

BOSOR, bo-́sor, Greek and Aramaic form
of BEOR. 2 Pet. 2:15.

BOZEZ, bo-́zez, shining. 1 Sam. 14:4.

BOZRAH, boz-́rah, sheepfold. Gen. 36:33.
prophecies concerning. Is. 34:6; 63:1;

Jer. 48:24; 49:13; Amos 1:12.

BUKKI, book-́i, wasting. Num. 34:22.

BUKKIAH, book-́yah, wasting from
Jehovah. 1 Chr. 25:4.

BUL, bool, rain. 1 Kin. 6:38.

BUZ, booz, contempt. Gen. 22:21.

BUZI, booz-́i, descended from Buz. Ezek.
1:3.

BUZITE, booz-́ite, a descendant of Buz.
Job. 32:2.

CABUL, cah-́bool, displeasing (?). Josh.
19:27.

CAESAR, see-́zar. Matt. 22:17.
Augustus. Luke 2:1.
Tiberius. Luke 3:1.
Claudius, time of dearth. Acts 11:28.
Paul appeals to. Acts 25:11.
household of. Phil. 4:22.

CAESAREA, see-́zar-e-́a, named after
Augustus.

Caesar. Acts 8:40.

CAESAREA PHILIPPI, see-́zar-e-́a fil-ip-́i,
named after Philip the tetrarch.

visited by Christ. Matt. 16:13; Mark
8:27.

——(Stratonis), Peter sent there. Acts 10.
Paul visits. Acts 21:8.
Paul sent to Felix there. Acts 23:23.

CAIAPHAS, kai-́a-fas, depression (?).
high priest, prophesies concerning

Christ. John 11:49.
his counsel. Matt. 26:3.
he condemns Him. Matt. 26:65; Mark

14:63; Luke 22:71.

CAIN, kane, possession. Gen. 4:1. Josh.
15:57.

his anger. Gen. 4:5.
murders Abel. Gen. 4:8; 1 John 3:12.
his punishment. Gen. 4:11; Jude 11.

CALEB, ka-́leb, a dog.
faith of. Num. 13:30; 14:6.

permitted to enter Canaan. Num.
26:65; 32:12; Deut. 1:36.

his request. Josh. 14:6.
his possessions. Josh. 15:13.
gives his daughter to Othniel to wife.

Judg. 1:13.

CALEB-EPHRATAH, ka-́leb-ef-́rat-ah, C.
the fruitful. 1 Chr. 2:24.

CALVARY, kal-́va-ry, skull. Luke 23:33.

CANA, ka-́nah.
Christ turns water into wine at. John 2.
nobleman visits Christ at. John 4:47.

CANAAN, ka-́na-an, low region. Gen.
9:18.

land of. Ex. 23:31; Josh. 1:4; Zeph. 2:5.
promised to Abraham. Gen. 12:7;

13:14; 17:8.
inhabitants of. Ex. 15:15.
their wickedness at Sodom and

Gomorrah. Gen. 13:13; 19.
Israelites not to walk in the ways of.

Lev. 18:3, 24, 30; 20:23.
daughters of. Gen. 28:1, 6, 8.
language of. Is. 19:18.
kingdoms of. Ps. 135:11.
king of. Judg. 4:2, 23, 24; 5:19.
wars of. Judg. 3:1.
dwelling of Abraham in. Gen. 12:6.

Isaac and Jacob. Gen. 28. Esau. Gen.
36. Joseph. Gen. 37.

allotted to children of Israel. Josh. 14.
the spies visit, and their report. Num.

13.
Moses sees, from Pisgah. Num. 27:12;

Deut. 3:27; 34:1.

——a son of Ham, grandson of Noah,
cursed on account of his father’s
mockery of Noah. Gen. 9:25.

CANAANITE., ka-́na-an-ite, a zealot.
Mark 3:18.

CANAANITES, ka-́na-an-ites, inhabitants
of Canaan. Judg. 1:1.

CANAANITESS, ka-́na-an-ite-ess,
feminine of preceding. 1 Chr. 2:3.

CANDACE, kan -́da-see, Queen of
Ethiopia. Acts 8:27.

CAPERNAUM, ka-per-́na-um, city of
consolation (?).

Christ dwells at. Matt. 4:13; John 2:12.
preaches at. Matt. 4:17; Mark 1:21.
miracles at. Matt. 8:5; 17:24; John

4:46; 6:17.
parables at. Matt. 13:18, 24; Mark 4.
condemned for impenitence. Matt.

11:23; Luke 10:15.

CAPPADOCIA, kap-́ad-o-́sha. Acts 2:9;
1 Pet. 1:1.

CARCHEMISH, kar-́kem-ish, fortress of
Chemosh. Jer. 46:2.

CARMEL, karm-́el, park. Josh. 12:22.
Nabal’s conduct to David at. 1 Sam. 25.
mount, Elijah and the prophets of Baal.

1 Kin. 18.

the Shunammite woman goes to Elisha
at. 2 Kin. 4:25.

her child restored to life by Elisha.
2 Kin. 4:34.

CARMELITE, karm-́el-ite, a native of
Carmel. 1 Sam. 30:5.

CARMELITESS, karm-́el-ite-ess, feminine
of preceding. 1 Sam. 27:3.

CARMI, karm-́i, a vine-dresser. Gen. 46:9.

CARMITES, karm-́ites, descendants of
Carmi. Num. 26:6.

CARPUS, karp-́us, fruit (?). 2 Tim. 4:13.

CASLUHIM, kas-́loo-him. Gen. 10:14.

CASTOR, kas-́tor.
and Pollux, Paul’s ship. Acts 28:11.

CEDRON, keed-́ron, same as KIDRON.
John 18:1.

CENCHREA, ken-́kre-ah, millet, small
pulse.

Paul shaves his head at. Acts 18:18.
seaport of Corinth, church there. Rom.

16:1.

CEPHAS, kee-́fas.
(Peter), a stone. John 1:42; 1 Cor. 1:12;

3:22; 9:5; 15:5; Gal. 2:9. See PETER.

CHALDEA, kal-de-́ah. Jer. 50:10.

CHALDEANS, kal-de-́ans, inhabitants of
Chaldea.

afflict Job. Job. 1:17.
besiege Jerusalem. 2 Kin. 24:2; 25:4;

Jer. 37–39.
wise men of, preserved by Daniel. Dan.

2:24.
prophecies concerning. Is. 23:13;

43:14; 47:1; 48:14; Hab. 1:5.

CHALDEES, kal-dees´, same as preceding.
Gen. 11:28.

CHANAAN, ka-́na-an, another form of
Canaan. Acts 7:11.

CHARASHIM, kar-́ash-im, craftsmen.
1 Chr. 4:14.

CHARCHEMISH, same as CARCHEMISH.
2 Chr. 35:20.

CHARRAN, kar-́an, same as HARAN. Acts
7:2.

CHEBAR, ke-́bar, great (?).
the river, Ezekiel’s visions at. Ezek. 1;

3:15; 10:15.

CHEDORLAOMER, ke-dor-́la-o-́mer, glory
of Laomer (?).

king of Elam, takes Lot prisoner, but
subdued by Abram. Gen. 14.

CHEMOSH, keem-́osh, subduer.
god of Moab. Num. 21:29; Judg. 11:24;

Jer. 48:7, 13, 46.
worshipped by Solomon. 1 Kin. 11:7.

CHERETHIMS, ke-́reth-ims, Cretans (?).
Ezek. 25:16.

CHERETHITES, ke-́reth-ites, probably
same as preceding. 2 Sam. 8:18.

BOAZ 1805 CHERETHITES



(and Pelethites), David’s guard. 2 Sam.
15:18.

CHERUB, cher-́ub, blessing (?), strong (?).
Ezra 2:59.

CHERUBIM, cher-́oob-im, plural of
CHERUB.

in garden of Eden. Gen. 3:24.
for the mercy seat and the temple. Ex.

25:18; 37:7; 1 Kin. 6:23; 2 Chr.
3:10; Ps. 80:1; Ezek. 41:18.

Ezekiel’s visions of. Ezek. 1; 10.

CHILEAB, kil-́e-ab, probably another form
of CALEB. 2 Sam. 3:3.

CHILION, kil-́yon, wasting away. Ruth
1:2.

CHIMHAM, kim-́ham, longing. 2 Sam.
19:37.

CHINNERETH, kin-́er-eth, a lyre. Josh.
19:35.

CHINNEROTH, kin-́er-oth, plural of
CHINNERETH. Josh. 11:2.

CHIOS, ki-́os. Acts 20:15.

CHISLOTH-TABOR, kis-́loth-ta-́bor, flanks
(?) of Tabor. Josh. 19:12.

CHITTIM, kit-́im, probably Cyprus.
prophecies of. Num. 24:24; Is. 23:1,

12; Dan. 11:30.

CHIUN, ki-́oon, image. Amos 5:26.

CHLOE, klo-́ee. 1 Cor. 1:11.

CHORAZIN, ko-ra-́zin. Matt. 11:21.

CHRIST, the anointed, Greek for MESSIAH,
Matt. 1:1.

——LORD JESUS, Matt. 1:21; Luke 2:11;
John 1:41; 4:42; Acts 5:31; 11:17;
13:23; 15:11; 16:31; 20:21; Rom.
5:1, 11; 6:23; 7:25; 13:14; 15:6, 30;
16:13; 1 Cor. 1:2, 3, 7, 10; 5:4; Eph.
5:23; Phil. 3:20; 1 Tim. 1:1, 12;
3:13; 4:6; 5:21; 2 Tim. 1:10; Titus
1:4; 2:13; 3:6; Philem.. 3:5, 25; Heb.
13:8, 21; James 1:1; 1 Pet. 1:3;
2 Pet. 1:1, 11; 2:20; 3:2, 18; 1 John
4:10; Jude 1, 4, 17, 21; Rev. 22:21.

Son of God, Matt. 2:15; 3:17; 4:3, 6;
Luke 1:32, 35; 3:22; 4:3, 9; 4:34,
41; John 1:34, 40; 3:16, 18, 35, 36;
5:22, 23; 6:40, 69; 12:26; 13:3;
14:13; 15:23; 16:27, 30; 17:1; 19:7;
Rom. 1:9; 5:10; 8:3, 29, 32; 1 Cor.
1:9; Gal. 1:16; 4:4, 6; Col. 1:13;
1 Thess. 1:10; Heb. 1:2, 5, 8; 3:6;
4:14; 5:5, 8; 6:6; 7:3; 1 John 4:1, 3,
7; 3:23; 4:9, 10; 5:9.

Son of Man, Ezek. 2:1; Matt. 8:20; 9:6;
10:23; 11:19; 12:8, 32, 40; 13:37,
41; 16:13; 17:9, 22; 24:27, 30, 44;
25:31; 26:2, 24, 45; Mark 8:38;
9:12, 31; 13:14; Luke 5:24; 6:22;
9:22, 26; 11:30; 12:8; 17:22; 18:8;
19:10; 21:36; 22:48; John 1:51;
3:13; 5:27; 6:27, 53, 62; 8:28;
12:23, 34; 13:31; Acts 7:56; Rev.
1:13.

Emmanuel, Is. 7:14; 8:8; Matt. 1:23.
Saviour, Luke 2:11; John 4:42; Acts

5:31; 13:23; Eph. 5:23; 2 Pet. 1:1;
3:2; 1 John 4:14; Jude 25.

the Word, John 1:1, 14; Acts 10:36;
1 John 5:7; Rev. 19:13.

the Lamb of God, John 1:29, 36; Rev.
5:6; 6:1, 16; 12:11; 13:8; 15:3; 19:7;
22:1, 3.

the Mediator, Gal. 3:19; 1 Tim. 2:5;
Heb. 2:17; 7:25; 8:6; 9:15; 10:10;
12:2, 24; 13:15.

the Lord our Righteousness, Jer. 23:6;
33:16; Mal. 4:2; Acts 17:31; Rom.
5:18; Phil. 1:11; Heb. 7:2; 2 Pet. 1:1.

the Lord of all, Acts 10:3, 6.
the Lord of glory, 1 Cor. 2:8; James 2:1.
King of kings, and Lord of lords, Rev.

19:16.
Prophet, Priest, and King, Deut. 18:15;

Is. 49; 50; 51; 52; Nah. 1:15; Matt.
2:2; 23:36; 24:4; 25:34; Luke 4:1,
15, 16, 18, 24; 5:3, 17, 32; 19:41;
21:10, 25; 22:34; 23:2, 27; John
18:37; 19:14, 19; Acts 17:7; 1 Tim.
1:17; 6:15; Heb. 1:8; 2:17; 3:1; Rev.
1:5; 11:15; 15:3; 17:14; 19:16.

Alpha and Omega, Rev. 21:6; 22:13.

CHRIST (the man CHRIST JESUS).

——LIFE ON EARTH:—
His miraculous conception and birth

predicted, Is. 7:14; 11:1; Matt. 1:18;
Luke 1:31.

accomplished at Bethlehem, Matt. 1:25;
Luke 2:7.

announced to shepherds by angels,
Luke 2:9-14.

wise men of the East do homage to,
Matt. 2:1.

circumcision of, and presentation in
temple, Luke 2:21, 22.

carried into Egypt, Matt. 2:13.
first public appearance (doctors in

temple), Luke 2:46.
baptism by John, Matt. 3:13; Mark 1:9;

Luke 3:21; John 1:32; 3:24.
selection of disciples, Matt. 4:18; Mark

1:16; Luke 4:31; 5:10; John 1:38.
begins to preach and heal, Matt. 4:12;

Mark 1:14; Luke 4:16.
opposition of the Pharisees begins,

Matt. 9:34.
sufferings and death predicted, Matt.

16:17, 20; Matt. 8:9, 10; Luke 9:18.
transfiguration, Matt. 17; Mark 9.
institutes the Lord’s Supper, Matt. 26;

Mark 14; Luke 22 (1 Cor. 11:23).
betrayed by Judas, Matt. 26; Mark 14;

Luke 22; John 18; Acts 1.
deserted by disciples, Matt. 26; John

18.
taken before Annas and Caiaphas, and

Pilate and Herod, Matt. 26:57; 27;
Mark 14:54; 15; Luke 23; John
18:19.

pronounced faultless by Pilate, yet
delivered up to the Jews, Matt. 27;
Mark 15; Luke 23; John 18:19.

crucified, Matt. 27; Mark 15; Luke 23;
John 19.

His legs not broken, John 19:33.
His side pierced by soldier, John 19:34.
His garments divided amongst soldiers,

Matt. 27:35; Mark 15:24; Luke
23:34; John 19:24.

yields up the ghost, Matt. 27:50.
buried, Matt. 27; Mark 15; Luke 23;

John 19; in a new sepulchre watched
by soldiers and sealed, Matt. 27:66.

His descent into hell, Eph. 4:9.
rises from the tomb, Matt. 28; Mark 16;

Luke 24; John 20:21 (1 Cor. 15:4).
appears to Mary Magdalene and

disciples, Matt. 28; Mark 16; Luke
24; John 20.

shows Thomas His hands and feet, John
20:27.

charge to Peter to feed His lambs, John
21:15.

ascends into heaven, Mark 16; Luke 24;
Acts 1:9, 10.

seen in heaven by Stephen, Acts 7:55.
appearances after ascension:—

to Paul, Acts 9:4; 18:9; 22:8.
to John, Rev. 1:13.

——WORK ON EARTH:—
questions the doctors, Luke 2:46.
is tempted, Matt. 4; Mark 1:12; 

Luke 4.
sermon on the mount, Matt. 5:6, 7.
cleanses the temple, Ps. 69:9; John

2:14.
teaches Nicodemus, John 3.
converses with woman of Samaria,

John 4.
the people attempt to make Him king,

John 6:15.
taunted by His brethren, John 7:4.
the people’s testimony, Matt. 16:13;

Mark 8:27; Luke 9:18; John 7:12.
message to John the Baptist, Luke

7:22.
anointed at Simon the Pharisee’s

house, Luke 7:36.
pays tribute at Capernaum, Matt.

17:24.
inculcates humility on apostles, Matt.

18; Mark 9:33; Luke 9:49; 22:24.
departs from Galilee into Judaea, Matt.

19:1.
teaches respecting divorce, Matt. 19:3;

Luke 16:18.
reproves Herod (‘that fox’), and

Jerusalem, Luke 13:32, 34.
pardons woman taken in adultery,

John 8.
compares Martha and Mary (‘that good

part’), Luke 10:38-42.
suffers children to come to Him, Matt.

19:13; Mark 10:13; Luke 18:15.
Zacchaeus the publican called by, Luke

19:2.
anointed by Mary at Bethany, Matt.

26:6; Mark 14:3; John 12:3.
His triumphant entry into Jerusalem,

Matt. 21; Mark 11; Luke 19; John
12.

drives moneychangers out of temple,
Matt. 21:12; Mark 11:15; Luke
19:45.
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curses the fig tree, Matt. 21:19; Mark
11:12.

Greeks would see Jesus, John 12:20.
His answer, John 12:23.

to the chief priests, Luke 20:3.
to the Pharisees, Matt. 22:15.
to the Sadducees, Mark 12:18.

glorified by the Father, John 12:28.
chief priests conspire to kill, Matt.

26:3; Mark 14:1.
covenant with Judas to betray, Matt.

26:13; Mark 14:10; Luke 22:3; John
13:18.

gives directions for the passover, Matt.
26:17; Mark 14:12; Luke 22:7.

foretells Peter’s denial, Matt. 26:34;
Mark 14:29; Luke 22:31; John
13:26.

love to His own, John 13:1.
washes His disciples’ feet, John 13:5.
Peter’s protest, John 13:8.
example to His disciples, John 13:15.
comforts His disciples, John 14:1.
promise to them, John 14:14.
leaves His peace with them, John

14:27.
commands them to love one another,

John 15:12, 17.
promises the Comforter, John 15:26;

16:7.
predicts disciples’ persecution, John

16:2.
‘a little while,’ John 16:16.
encourages prayer in His name, John

16:23.
prays for disciples, John 17.
goes over the brook Cedron, John

18:1.
ofttimes resorted to garden, John 18:2.
His agony, Matt. 26:36; Luke 22:44.
betrayed by Judas, Matt. 26:47; Mark

14:43; Luke 22:47; John 18:3.
seized by the officers, Matt. 26:50;

Mark 14:46; Luke 22:54; John
18:12.

forbids use of sword, Matt. 26:52;
John 18:11.

taken before the chief priests, Pilate,
and Herod. See LIFE ON EARTH.

tried, found innocent, delivered to the
Jews, crucifixion. See LIFE ON
EARTH.

commends His mother to the beloved
disciple, John 19:25.

prays for His executioners, Luke
23:34.

His promise to the penitent thief, Luke
23:43.

acknowledged by centurion to be Son
of God, Matt. 27:54; Mark 15:39; to
be righteous, Luke 23:47.

CHUSHAN-RISHATHAIM, koosh-́an-rish-
a-tha-́im.

Oppresses Israel. Judg. 3:8, 9, 10.

CHUZA, koo-́zah. Luke 8:3.

CILICIA, si-lish-́ya.
disciples there. Acts 15:23, 41.
the country of Paul. Acts 21:39; Gal.

1:21.

Paul born at Tarsus in. Acts 22:3.

CINNEROTH, kin-́er-oth, same as
CHINNEROTH. 1 Kin. 15:20.

CIS, kis. Acts 13:21, same as KISH.

CLAUDA, klawd-́ah. Acts 27:16.

CLAUDIA, klawd-́yah. 2 Tim. 4:21.

CLAUDIUS, klawd-́yus. Acts 11:28.

CLAUDIUS LYSIAS, klawd-́yus-lis-yas.
chief captain, rescues Paul. Acts 21:31;

22:24; 23:10.
sends him to Felix. Acts 23:26.

CLEMENT, klem-́ent.
fellow labourer of Paul. Phil. 4:3.

CLEOPAS, kle-́op-as, either a shortened
form of Cleopatros, or a Greek form
of Alphaeus.

a disciple. Luke 24:18. See EMMAUS.

CLEOPHAS, kle-́of-as, probably same as
preceding. John 19:25.

CNIDUS, kni-́dus, nettle (?). Acts 27:7.

COLOSSE, ko-los-́ee.
brethren at, encouraged and warned.

Col. 1; 2.
exhorted to holiness. Col. 3; 4.

COLOSSIANS, ko-los-́yans, people of
Colosse.

CONANIAH. 2 Chr. 35:9, same as
CONONIAH.

CONIAH, ko-ni-́ah, contracted from
JECONIAH. Jer. 22:24.

CONONIAH, kon-on-i-́ah, whom Jehovah
has set up. 2 Chr. 31:12.

COOS, ko-́os.
Paul sails to. Acts 21:1.

CORE, ko-́re, Greek form of KORAH. Jude
11.

CORINTH, kor-́inth.
Paul and Apollos at. Acts 18; 19:1.

CORINTHIANS, kor-inth-́yans,
inhabitants of Corinth. Acts 18:8.

their divisions, &c., censured. 1 Cor. 1;
5; 11:18.

their faith and graces. 2 Cor. 3.
instructed concerning spiritual gifts.

1 Cor. 14; and the resurrection.
1 Cor. 15.

exhorted to charity, &c. 1 Cor. 13;
14:1; 2 Cor. 8; 9.

their false teachers exposed. 2 Cor.
11:3, 4, 13.

Paul commends himself to. 2 Cor. 11;
12.

CORNELIUS, kor-neel-́yus. Acts 10:1.
devout centurion, his prayer answered.

Acts 10:3; sends for Peter, 10:9;
baptized, 10:48.

COZ, koz, thorn. 1 Chr. 4:8.

COZBI, kos-́bi, deceitful, slain by Phineas.
Num. 25:15.

CRESCENS, kres-́ens, growing.
goes to Dalmatia. 2 Tim. 4:10.

CRETE, kreet.
visited by Paul. Acts 27:7.

CRETES or CRETIANS, kreet-́yans,
inhabitants of Crete. Acts 2:11; Titus
1:12.

CRISPUS, krisp-́us, curled.
baptized by Paul. Acts 18:8; 1 Cor.

1:14.

CUSH, koosh, black. Gen. 10:6.

CUSHAN, koosh-́an, same meaning as
CUSH. Hab. 3:7.

CUSHI, koosh-́i, same meaning as CUSH.
announces Absalom’s death. 2 Sam.

18:21.

CUTH, kooth. 2 Kin. 17:30.

CUTHAH, kooth-́ah, same as CUTH.
2 Kin. 17:24.

CYPRUS, si-́prus. Acts 4:36.
disciples there. Acts 11:19.
Paul and Barnabas preach there. Acts

13:4.
Barnabas and Mark go there. Acts

15:39.

CYRENE, si-re-́nee. Matt. 27:32.
disciples of. Acts 11:20; 13:1.
Simon of. Mark 15:21.

CYRENIAN, si-reen-́yan, a native of
Cyrene. Acts 6:9.

CYRENIUS, si-reen-́yus, Greek form of the
Roman name Quirinus.

governor of Syria. Luke 2:2.

CYRUS, si-́rus, the sun. 2 Chr. 36:22.
king of Persia, prophecies concerning.

Is. 44:28; 45:1. See Dan. 6:28; 10:1.
his proclamation for rebuilding the

temple. 2 Chr. 36:22; Ezra 1.

DAGON, da-́gon, fish.
national idol-god of the Philistines,

sacrificed to. Judg. 16:23.
smitten down in temple at Ashdod.

1 Sam. 5:3, 4.
Saul’s head fastened in house of. 1 Chr.

10:10.

DALMANUTHA, dal-́ma-noo-́thah. Mark
8:10.

DALMATIA, dal-́ma-́shah. 2 Tim. 4:10.

DAMARIS, dam-́ar-is, calf (?).
cleaves to Paul. Acts 17:34.

DAMASCENES, dam-́as-eens´, people of
Damascus. 2 Cor. 11:32.

DAMASCUS, dam-ask-́us, activity (?).
Gen. 14:15.

mentioned. Gen. 15:2.
subjugated by David. 2 Sam. 8:6; 1 Chr.

18:6.
Elisha’s prophecy there. 2 Kin. 8:7.
taken by Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria.

2 Kin. 16:9.
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restored to Israel by Jeroboam. 2 Kin.
14:28.

king Ahaz copies an altar there. 2 Kin.
16:10.

Paul’s journey to. Acts 9; 22:6.
Paul restored to sight, and baptized

there. Acts 9:17, 18.
prophecies concerning. Is. 7:8; 8:4;

17:1; Jer. 49:23; Amos 1:3.

DAN, judge.
son of Jacob, by Rachel’s handmaid.

Gen. 30:6.

——TRIBE of, numbered. Num. 1:38;
26:42.

their inheritance. Josh. 19:40.
blessed by Jacob. Gen. 49:16.
blessed by Moses. Deut. 33:22.
win Laish, and call it Dan. Judg. 18:29.
set up idolatry. Judg. 18:30; 1 Kin.

12:29.

DAN-JAAN, dan-́ja-́an, woodland (?) Dan.
2 Sam. 24:6.

DANIEL, dan-́yel, God’s judge. Dan. 1:6.
(Belteshazzar), with other captives,

taken from Jerusalem to Babylon.
Dan. 1:3.

taught the learning of the Chaldeans.
Dan. 1:4.

will not take the king’s meat or drink.
Dan. 1:8.

has understanding in dreams. Dan.
1:17.

interprets the royal dreams. Dan. 2; 4;
and handwriting on wall. Dan. 5:17.

made chief president by Darius. Dan.
6:2.

conspired against by the princes. Dan.
6:4.

idolatrous decree against, issued. Dan.
6:9; breach thereof, Dan. 6:10.

cast into the lions’ den. Dan. 6:16;
preservation in, Dan. 6:22.

his vision of the four beasts. Dan. 7:12;
ram and he-goat. Dan. 8:3.

his prayer. Dan. 9:3.
promise of return from captivity. Dan.

9:20; 10:10; 12:13.
name mentioned. Ezek. 14:14, 20;

28:3.

DANITES, dan-́ites, descendants of Dan.
Judg. 13:2.

DARIUS, da-ri-́us, governor (?). Ezra 4:5.
decree concerning the rebuilding of the

temple. Ezra 6.

——(the Median) takes Babylon. Dan.
5:31; his decree to fear the God of
Daniel. Dan. 6:25.

DATHAN, da-́than. Num. 16:1.

DAVID, da-́vid, beloved.
King, son of Jesse. Ruth 4:22; 1 Chr. 2;

Matt. 1.
anointed by Samuel. 1 Sam. 16:8.
plays the harp before Saul. 1 Sam.

16:19.
his zeal and faith. 1 Sam. 17:26, 34.
kills Goliath of Gath. 1 Sam. 17:49.

at first honoured by Saul. 1 Sam. 18.
Saul jealous of, tries to kill. 1 Sam. 18:8,

12.
afterwards persecuted by him.

1 Sam:19; 20.
loved by Jonathan. 1 Sam. 18:1; 19:2;

20; 23:16; and by Michal. 1 Sam.
18:28; 19:11.

overcomes the Philistines. 1 Sam.
18:27; 19:8.

flees to Naioth. 1 Sam. 19:18.
eats of the shewbread. 1 Sam. 21; Ps.

52; Matt. 12:4.
flees to Gath, and feigns madness.

1 Sam. 21:10, 13; Ps. 34; 56.
dwells in the cave of Adullam. 1 Sam.

22; Ps. 63; 142.
escapes Saul’s pursuit. 1 Sam. 23; Ps.

57.
twice spares Saul’s life. 1 Sam. 24:4;

26:5.
his wrath against Nabal appeased by

Abigail. 1 Sam. 25:23.
dwells at Ziklag. 1 Sam. 27.
dismissed from the army by Achish.

1 Sam. 29:9.
chastises the Amalekites, and rescues

the captives. 1 Sam. 30:16.
kills messenger who brings news of

Saul’s death. 2 Sam. 1:15.
laments the death of Saul and Jonathan.

2 Sam. 1:17.
becomes king of Judah. 2 Sam. 2:4.
forms a league with Abner. 2 Sam.

3:13.
laments Abner’s death. 2 Sam. 3:31.
avenges the murder of Ish-bosheth.

2 Sam. 4:9.
becomes king of all Israel. 2 Sam. 5:3;

1 Chr. 1:11.
his victories. 2 Sam. 2; 5; 8; 10; 12:29;

21:15; 1 Chr. 18–20; Ps. 60.
brings the ark to Zion. 2 Sam. 6; 1 Chr.

13; 15.
his psalms of thanksgiving. 2 Sam. 22;

1 Chr. 16:7; Ps. 18; 103; 105.
Michal despises him for dancing before

the ark. 2 Sam. 6:20.
reproves her. 2 Sam. 6:21.
desires to build God a house. 2 Sam.

7:2; and is forbidden by Nathan.
1 Chr. 17:4.

God’s promises to him. 2 Sam. 7:11;
Chr. 17:10.

his prayer and thanksgiving. 2 Sam.
7:18; 1 Chr. 17:16.

his consideration for Mephibosheth.
2 Sam. 9.

his sin concerning Bath-sheba and
Uriah. 2 Sam. 11; 12.

repents at Nathan’s parable of the ewe
lamb. 2 Sam. 12; Ps. 51.

Absalom conspires against. 2 Sam. 15;
Ps. 3.

Ahithophel’s treachery against. 1 Sam.
15:31; 16; 17.

Shimei curses. 2 Sam. 16:5; Ps. 7.
Barzillai’s loyalty. 2 Sam. 17:27.
grieves over Absalom’s death. 2 Sam.

18:33; 19:1.
returns to Jerusalem. 2 Sam. 19:15.

pardons Shimei. 2 Sam. 19:16.
Sheba’s conspiracy against. 2 Sam. 20.
atones for the Gibeonites. 2 Sam. 21.
his mighty men. 2 Sam. 23:8; 1 Chr.

11:10.
tempted by Satan, numbers the people.

2 Sam. 24; 1 Chr. 21.
regulates the service of the tabernacle.

1 Chr. 23–26.
exhorts the congregation to fear God.

1 Chr. 28.
appoints Solomon his successor. 1 Kin.

1; Ps. 72.
his charge to Solomon. 1 Kin. 2; 1 Chr.

28:9; to build a house for the
sanctuary. 1 Chr. 22:6; 28:10.

his last words. 2 Sam. 23.
his death. 1 Kin. 2; 1 Chr. 29:26.
the progenitor of Christ. Matt. 1:1;

9:27; 21:9; comp. Ps. 110, with
Matt. 22:41; Luke 1:32; John 7:42;
Acts 2:25; 13:22; 15:15; Rom. 1:3;
2 Tim. 2:8; Rev. 5:5; 22:16.

prophecies concerning. Ps. 89; 132; Is.
9:7; 22:22; 55:3; Jer. 30:9; Hos. 3:5;
Amos 9:11.

DEBORAH, deb-́or-ah, bee.
the prophetess judges and delivers

Israel. Judg. 4.
her song. Judg. 5.

——Rebekah’s nurse, death of. Gen. 35:8.

DECAPOLIS, de-ka-́pol-is, ten cities. Matt.
4:25.

DEHAVITES, de-́hav-ites. Ezra 4:9.

DELILAH, de-li-́lah, delicate. Judg. 16:4.

DEMAS, de-́mas, probably same as
following. Col. 4:14.

DEMETRIUS, de-me-́tri-us, belonging to
Demeter.

silversmith. Acts 19:24.
disciple. 3 John 12.

DERBE, der-́bee, juniper (?). Acts 14:6.

DEUEL, doo-́el, the same as REUEL (?).
Num. 1:14.

DIANA, di-an-́ah.
of Ephesians, tumult concerning. Acts

19:24.

DIBLATHAIM, dib-la-thah-́im, same as
DIBLAIM. Num. 33:46.

DIBRI, dib-́ri, eloquent. Lev. 24:11.

DIDYMUS, did-́im-us, twin. John 11:16.
(Thomas). John 20:24.

DINAH, di-́nah, vindicated.
Jacob’s daughter. Gen. 30:21; outraged

by Shechem, Gen. 34:2; avenged by
Simeon and Levi, Gen. 34:25.

DINAITES, di-́na-ites. Ezra 4:9.

DINHABAH, din-́hab-ah. Gen. 36:32.

DIONYSIUS, di-́o-nis-́yus, belonging to
Dionysus.

the Areopagite, believes. Acts 17:34.
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DIOTREPHES, di-ot-́ref-ees, nourished by
Zeus, loveth preeminence. 3 John 9.

DOEG, do-́eg, anxious. 1 Sam. 21:7.
the Edomite slays the priests. 1 Sam.

22:9.

DOR, dor, dwelling. Josh. 11:2.

DORCAS, dor-́kas, gazelle. Acts 9:36.
(Tabitha), raised from death by Peter.

Acts 9:40.

DOTHAN, do-́than, two wells or cisterns.
Gen. 37:17.

DRUSILLA, droo-sil-́ah. Acts 24:24.

DUMAH, doom-́ah, silence. Gen. 25:14.

DURA, doo-́rah, town.
plain of, golden image set up. Dan. 3:1.

EBAL, e-́bal, stony (?). Gen. 36:23.
mount, curses delivered from. Deut.

27:13; Josh. 8:33.

EBED-MELECH, e-́bed-me-́lek, servant of
the king.

Ethiopian eunuch, intercedes with king
Zedekiah for Jeremiah. Jer. 38:7;
39:16.

EBEN-EZER, e-́ben-e-́zer, stone of help.
Israelites smitten by Philistines at.

1 Sam. 4:1.
‘hitherto hath the Lord helped us,’

(stone raised by Samuel in memory of
defeat of the Philistines). 1 Sam.
7:12.

EDEN, e-́den, pleasantness. Gen. 2:8.
Adam driven from. Gen. 3:24.
mentioned. Is. 51:3; Ezek. 28:13; 31:9;

36:35; Joel 2:3.

EDOM, e-́dom, red. Gen. 25:30.

——(Idumea), the land of Esau. Gen.
32:3; Is. 63:1.

prophecies concerning. Is. 34; Jer.
25:21; 49:7; Ezek. 25:13; 35; Amos
1:11; Obad. 1.

EDOMITES, e-́dom-ites, inhabitants of
Edom. Gen. 36:9.

the descendants of Esau. Gen. 36.
deny Moses passage through Edom.

Num. 20:18.
their possessions. Deut. 2:5; Josh. 24:4.
not to be abhorred. Deut. 23:7.
subdued by David. 2 Sam. 8:14.
revolt. 2 Kin. 8:20; 2 Chr. 21:8.
subdued by Amaziah. 2 Kin. 14:7;

2 Chr. 11:25.

EGLON, eg-́lon. Judg. 3:12.
oppresses Israel. Judg. 3:14; slain by

Ehud. Judg. 3:21.

EGYPT, e-́jipt, black.
Abram goes down into. Gen. 12:10.
Joseph sold into. Gen. 37:36; his

advancement, fall, imprisonment, and
restoration there. Gen. 39; 40; 41.

Jacob’s sons go to buy corn in. Gen. 42.
Jacob and all his seed go there. Gen.

46:6.

children of Israel wax mighty there. Ex.
1:7; afflicted, and build treasure
cities. Ex. 1:11.

plagued on account of Israelites. Ex.
7–11.

children of Israel depart from. Ex.
13:17.

army of, pursue and perish in the Red
sea. Ex. 14.

kings of, harass Judah. 1 Kin. 14:25;
2 Kin. 23:29; 2 Chr. 12:2; 35:20;
36:3; Jer. 37:5.

the ‘remnant of Judah’ go there. Jer.
43:7.

Jesus taken to. Matt. 2:13.
prophecies concerning. Gen. 15:13; Is.

11:11; 19; 20; 27:12; 30:1; Jer.
9:26; 25:19; 43:8; 44:28; 46; Ezek.
29–32; Dan. 11:8; Hos. 9:3; 11; Joel
3:19; Zech. 10:10; 14:18.

EHUD, e-́hud, joined together (?).
judge, delivers Israel. Judg. 3:15.

EKRON, ek-́ron, eradication. Josh. 13:3.
taken. Judg. 1:18.
men of, smitten with emerods. 1 Sam.

5:12.
their trespass offering for recovery.

1 Sam. 6:17.
prophecies concerning. Amos 1:8;

Zeph. 2:4; Zech. 9:5.

ELAH, e-́lah, terebinth. Gen. 36:41.
king of Israel. 1 Kin. 16:8, 10.

——valley of, Saul sets the battle in array
against the Philistines. 1 Sam. 17:2.

David slays Goliath there. 1 Sam.
17:49.

ELAM, e-́am.
son of Shem. Gen. 10:22.
Chedorlaomer, king of. Gen. 14.

ELAMITES, e-́lam-ites, inhabitants of
Elam. Ezra 4:9; Acts 2:9.

EL-BETH-EL, el-beth-́el, the house of God.
Gen. 35:7.

ELEAZAR, el-́e-a-́zar, whom God aids.
son of Aaron, and chief priest. Ex. 6:23;

28; 29; Lev. 8; Num. 3:2; 4:16;
16:36; 20:26, 28; 27:22; 31:13;
34:17; Josh. 17:4; 24:33.

——son of Abinadab, keeps the ark.
1 Sam. 7:1.

——one of David’s captains. 2 Sam. 23:9;
1 Chr. 11:12.

EL-ELOHE-ISRAEL, el-́el-o-́he-iz-́ra-el,
God, the God of Israel.

the altar erected by Jacob at Shalem.
Gen. 33:20.

ELHANAN, el-́ha-́nan, whom God gave.
one of David’s warriors. 2 Sam. 21:19;

23:24; 1 Chr. 11:26; 20:5.

ELI, e-́li, height. 1 Sam. 1:3.
high priest and judge, blesses Hannah,

who bears Samuel. 1 Sam. 1:17, 20.
Samuel brought to. 1 Sam. 1:25.
wickedness of his sons. 1 Sam. 2:22.

rebuked by man of God. 1 Sam. 2:27.
ruin of his house shewed to Samuel by

God. 1 Sam. 3:11.
his sons slain. 1 Sam. 4:10.
his death. 1 Sam. 4:18.

ELIAB, el-i-́ab, whose father is God. Num.
1:9.

ELIAKIM, el-i-́a-kim, whom God
establishes. 2 Kin. 18:18.

chief minister of Hezekiah; his
conference with Rabshakeh’s
ambassadors; mission to Isaiah.
2 Kin. 18; 19.

prefigures kingdom of Christ. Is. 22:20-
25.

——son of Josiah, made king by Pharaoh,
and named Jehoiakim. 2 Kin. 23:34;
2 Chr. 36:4.

ELIAS, el-i-́as, same as ELIJAH. Matt.
27:47, 49; Mark 15:35, 36; John
1:21. See ELIJAH.

ELIASHIB, el-i-́a-shib, whom God
restores.

high priest, builds the wall. Neh. 3:1.
allied unto Tobiah. Neh. 13:4.

ELIEZER, el-́i-e-́zer, my God is help.
Abraham’s steward. Gen. 15:2.

——son of Moses. Ex. 18:4; 1 Chr. 23:15.

——prophet. 2 Chr. 20:37.

ELIHU, el-i-́hoo, whose God is He. 1 Sam.
1:1.

reproves Job’s friends, Job 32; and Job’s
impatience, Job 33:8; and self-
righteousness, Job 34:5.

declares God’s justice, Job 33:12;
34:10; 35:13; 36; power, Job 33–37;
and mercy, Job 33:23; 34:28.

ELIJAH, el-i-́jah, my God is Jehovah.
the Tishbite, prophet, predicts great

drought. 1 Kin. 17:1; Luke 4:25;
James 5:17.

hides at the brook Cherith, and is fed
by ravens. 1 Kin. 17:5. (19:5).

raises the widow’s son. 1 Kin. 17:21.
his sacrifice at Carmel. 1 Kin. 18:38.
slays the prophets of Baal at the brook

Kishon. 1 Kin. 18:40.
flees from Jezebel into the wilderness of

Beer-sheba. 1 Kin. 19; Rom. 11:2.
anoints Elisha. 1 Kin. 19:19.
by God’s command denounces Ahab in

Naboth’s vineyard. 1 Kin. 21:17.
his prediction fulfilled. 1 Kin. 22:38;

2 Kin. 9:36; 10:10.
condemns Ahaziah for enquiring of

Baal-zebub. 2 Kin. 1:3, 16.
two companies sent to take him burnt

with fire from heaven. 2 Kin. 1:10;
Luke 9:54.

divides Jordan. 2 Kin. 2:8.
taken up by chariot of fire. 2 Kin. 2:11.
his mantle taken by Elisha. 2 Kin. 2:13.
appears at Christ’s transfiguration.

Matt. 17:3; Mark 9:4; Luke 9:30.
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precursor of John the Baptist. Mal. 4:5;
Matt. 11:14; 16:14; Luke 1:17; 9:8,
19; John 1:21.

ELIM, eel-́im, oaks. Ex. 15:27.

ELIMELECH, el-i-́me-lek, to whom God is
king. Ruth 1:2.

ELIPHAZ, el-́i-faz, to whom God is
strength. Gen. 36:4.

reproves Job. Job 4; 5; 15; 22.
God’s wrath against him. Job 42:7; he

offers a burnt-offering, and Job prays
for him. Job 42:8.

ELISABETH, el-iz-́a-beth, same as
ELISHEBA.

cousin of Virgin Mary, and mother of
John the Baptist. Luke 1:5.

angel promises her a son. Luke 1:13.
her salutation to Mary. Luke 1:42.

ELISHA, el-i-́shah, to whom God is
salvation.

——(Eliseus), succeeds Elijah. 1 Kin.
19:16.

receives his mantle, and divides Jordan.
2 Kin. 2:13.

heals the waters with salt. 2 Kin. 2:22.
bears destroy the children who mock

him. 2 Kin. 2:24.
his miracles: water, 2 Kin. 3:16; oil,

4:4; Shunammite’s son, 4:32; death
in the pot, 4:40; feeds a hundred
men with twenty loaves, 4:44;
Naaman’s leprosy, 5:14; iron swims,
6:5; Syrians struck blind, 6:18.

prophesies plenty in Samaria when
besieged. 2 Kin. 7:1.

sends to anoint Jehu. 2 Kin. 9:1.
his death. 2 Kin. 13:20.
miracle wrought by his bones. 2 Kin.

13:21.

ELKANAH, el-́ka-́nah, whom God
possessed. Ex. 6:24.

Samuel’s father. 1 Sam. 1.

ELKOSHITE, el-́kosh-ite, inhabitant of
Elkosh. Nah. 1:1.

ELNATHAN, el-na-́than, whom God gave.
2 Kin. 24:8.

ELON, e-́lon, oak. Gen. 26:34.
judges Israel. Judg. 12:11.

ELON-BETH-HANAN, e-́lon-beth-́ha-́nan,
oak of the house of grace. 1 Kin. 4:9.

ELOTH, e-́loth, same as ELATH. 1 Kin.
9:26.

EL-PARAN, el-par-́an, oak of Paran. Gen.
14:6.

ELYMAS, el-́im-as, a wise man. Acts 13:8.
(Bar-jesus). Acts 13:6.

EMIMS, eem-́ims, terrible men, giants.
Gen. 14:5; Deut. 2:10.

EMMANUEL, em-an-́u-el, same as
IMMANUEL.

God with us. Is. 7:14; 8:8; Matt. 1:23.

EMMAUS, em-a-́us, hot springs (?). Luke
24:13.

Christ talks with Cleopas and another
on the way to. Luke 24:15.

EMMOR, em-́or, same as HAMOR. Acts
7:16.

EN-DOR, en-́dor, fountain of Dor. Josh.
17:11.

witch of. 1 Sam. 28:7.

ENEAS, e-́ne-as. Acts 9:33, 34.

EN-GEDI, en-́ged-i, f. of the kid.
city of Judah. Josh. 15:62.
David dwells there. 1 Sam. 23:29; 24:1.

ENOCH, e-́nok, experienced (?). Gen.
4:17.

his faith, Heb. 11:5; prophecy, Jude 14;
translation, Gen. 5:24.

ENOS, e-́nos, man. Gen. 4:26.

ENOSH, enosh, same as ENOS. 1 Chr.
1:1.

EN-ROGEL, en-́ro-́gel, f. of the fuller.
fountain. Josh. 15:7; 18:16; 2 Sam.

17:17; 1 Kin. 1:9.

EN-SHEMESH, en-́she-́mesh, f. of the
sun. Josh. 15:7.

EPAPHRAS, ep-́af-ras, contracted from the
next word (?).

commended. Col. 1:7; 4:12.

EPAPHRODITUS, ep-af-́ro-di-́tus,
handsome.

Paul’s joy at his recovery, Phil. 2:25; his
kindness, Phil. 4:18.

EPHES-DAMMIM, e-́fez-dam-́im,
boundary of blood. 1 Sam. 17:1.

EPHESIANS, e-fe-́zi-ans, inhabitants of
Ephesus. Acts 19:28.

Paul’s epistle to. Eph. 1.
election. Eph. 1:4.
adoption of grace. Eph. 1:6.
dead in sin quickened. Eph. 2:1, 5.
Gentiles made nigh. Eph. 2:13.
unity and kindness enjoined. Eph. 4–6.

EPHESUS, ef-́es-us.
visited by Paul. Acts 18:19; 19:1.
miracles there. Acts 19:11.
tumult there. Acts 19:24.
Paul’s address at Miletus to the elders

of. Acts 20:17.
Paul fights with beasts there. 1 Cor.

15:32.
tarries there. 1 Cor. 16:8.

EPHRAIM, ef-́ra-im, fruitful (?).
younger son of Joseph. Gen. 41:52.
Jacob blesses Ephraim and Manasseh.

Gen. 48:14.
his descendants numbered. Num. 1:10,

32; 2:18; 26:35; 1 Chr. 7:20.
their possessions. Josh. 16:5; 17:14;

Judg. 1:29.
chastise the Midianites. Judg. 7:24.
quarrel with Gideon. Judg. 8:1; and

Jephthah. Judg. 12.

revolt from the house of David. 1 Kin.
12:25.

chastise Ahaz and Judah. 2 Chr. 
28:6, 7.

release their prisoners. 2 Chr. 28:12.
carried into captivity. 2 Kin. 17:5; Ps.

78:9, 67; Jer. 7:15.
repenting, called God’s son. Jer. 31:20.
prophecies concerning. Is. 7; 9:9;

11:13; 28:1; Hos. 5–14; Zech. 9:10;
10:7.

EPHRAIMITES, ef-́ra-im-ites, inhabitants
of Ephraim. Judg. 12:4.

EPHRATH, or EPHRATAH, ef-́rat-ah,
fruitful (?). 1 Chr. 2:50.

——(Beth-lehem). Gen. 35:16; Ps. 132:6;
Mic. 5:2.

EPHRATHITES, ef-́rath-ites, inhabitants of
Ephrath. Ruth. 1:2.

EPHRON, ef-́ron, of or belonging to a calf.
Gen. 23:8.

the Hittite, sells Machpelah to
Abraham. Gen. 23:10.

EPICUREANS, ep-́ik-u-re-́ans, followers of
Epicurus.

philosophers, encounter Paul at Athens.
Acts 17:18.

ERASTUS, e-rast-́us, beloved.
ministers to Paul. Acts 19:22; Rom.

16:23; 2 Tim. 4:20.

ESAIAS, e-́sai-as, same as ISAIAH. Matt.
3:3.

ESAR-HADDON, e-́sar-had-́on, Assur
giveth a brother.

powerful king of Assyria. 2 Kin. 19:37;
Ezra 4:2; Is. 37:38.

ESAU, e-́saw, hairy.
son of Isaac. Gen. 25:25; (Mal. 1:2;

Rom. 9:13).
sells his birthright. Gen. 25:29 (Heb.

12:16).
deprived of the blessing. Gen. 27:38.
his anger against Jacob. Gen. 27:41;

and reconciliation. Gen. 33.
his riches and descendants. Gen. 36;

1 Chr. 1:35.

ESH-BAAL, esh-ba-́al, man of Baal. 1 Chr.
8:33.

ESHCOL, esh-́kol, cluster. Gen. 14:13.
grapes of. Num. 13:23.

ESTHER, es-́ter, star. Esth. 2:7.
(Hadassah), made queen in the place of

Vashti. Esth. 2:17.
pleads for her people. Esth. 7:3, 4.

ETHBAAL, eth-ba-́al, living with Baal.
1 Kin. 16:31.

ETHIOPIA, e-́thi-ope-́yah, (region of)
burnt faces. Gen. 2:13.

ETHIOPIAN, e-́thi-ope-́yan, a native of
Ethiopia. Jer. 13:23.
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ETHIOPIANS, e-́thi-ope-́yans, invading
Judah, subdued by Asa. 2 Chr. 14:9.
See Num. 12:1; 2 Kin. 19:19; Esth.
1:1; Job 28:19.

prophecies concerning. Ps. 68:31; 87:4;
Is. 18; 20; 43:3; 45:14; Jer. 46:9;
Ezek. 30:4; 38:5; Nah. 3:9; Zeph.
3:10.

EUBULUS, eu-bew-́lus, good counsellor.
2 Tim. 4:21.

EUNICE, eu-ni-́see.
commended (Acts 16:1); 2 Tim. 1:5.

EUODIAS, eu-ode-́yas, success. Phil. 4:2.

EUPHRATES, eu-fra-́tes, the fertile 
river (?).

river. Gen. 2:14; 15:18; Deut. 11:24;
Josh. 1:4; 2 Sam. 8:3; Jer. 13:4; 46:2;
51:63.

typical. Rev. 9:14; 16:12.

EUROCLYDON, eu-rok-́ly-don, storm
from the east.

a wind. Acts 27:14.

EUTYCHUS, eu-́tyk-us, fortunate. Acts
20:9.

restored. Acts 20:7.

EVE, eve, life. Gen. 3:20.
created. Gen. 1:27; 2:18.
her fall and fate. Gen. 3. See ADAM.

EVIL-MERODACH, e-́vil-me-́ro-dak, man
of Merodach. 2 Kin. 25:27.

king of Babylon, restores Jehoiachin.
2 Kin. 25:27; Jer. 52:31.

EZEKIAS, ez-́ek-i-́as, same as HEZEKIAH.
Matt. 1:9.

EZEKIEL, ez-e-́ki-el, whom God will
strengthen. Ezek. 1:3.

sent to house of Israel. Ezek. 2; 3; 33:7.
his visions of God’s glory. Ezek. 1; 8;

10; 11:22.
of the Jews’ abominations, &c.

Ezek. 8:5.
their punishment. Ezek. 9; 11.
of the resurrection of dry bones.

Ezek. 37.
his vision of the measuring of the

temple. Ezek. 40.
intercedes for Israel. Ezek. 9:8; 11:13.
his dumbness. Ezek. 3:26; 24:26;

33:22.
his parables. Ezek. 15; 16; 17; 19; 23;

24.
exhorts Israel against idols. Ezek. 14:1;

20:1; 33:30.
rehearses Israel’s rebellions. Ezek. 20;

and the sins of the rulers and people
of Jerusalem, 22; 23; 24.

predicts Israel’s and the nations’ doom.
Ezek. 21; 25.

EZION-GABER, or EZION-GEBER, e-́zi-
on-ga-́ber, the backbone of a giant.

on the Red Sea. Num. 33:35; 1 Kin.
9:26.

EZRA, ez-́rah, help. Ezra 7:1.
scribe, goes up from Babylon to

Jerusalem. Ezra 7:1; 8:1.

his commission from Artaxerxes to
rebuild the temple. Ezra 7:11.

fast ordered by. Ezra 8:21.
reproves the people. Ezra 10:9.
reads the book of the law. Neh. 8.
reforms corruptions. Ezra 10; Neh. 13.

EZRAHITE, ez-́rah-ite, a descendant of
Zerah. 1 Kin. 4:31.

FAIR HAVENS. Acts 27:8.

FELIX, fe-́lix, happy. Acts 23:24.
governor of Judaea, Paul sent to. Acts

23:23.
Paul’s defence before him. Acts 24:10.
trembles at Paul’s preaching, but leaves

him bound. Acts 24:25.

FESTUS, fest-́us, joyful. Acts 24:27.
governor of Judaea. Acts 24:27.
Paul brought before him. Acts 25.
Paul’s defence before. Acts 25:8; 26.
acquits Paul. Acts 25:14; 26:31.

FORTUNATUS, for-́tu-na-́tus, prosperous.
succours Paul. 1 Cor. 16:17.

GABBATHA, gab-́ath-ah, height
(pavement). John 19:13.

GABRIEL, ga-́bri-el, man of God.
archangel, appears to Daniel. Dan. 8:16;

9:21.
to Zacharias. Luke 1:19.
to Mary. Luke 1:26.

GAD, gad, a troop, good fortune.
birth of. Gen. 30:11.
his descendants. Gen. 46:16.
blessed by Jacob. Gen. 49:19.

——tribe of, blessed by Moses. Deut.
33:20.

numbered. Num. 1:24; 26:15.
their possessions. Num. 32; 34:14.
divers commands to. Deut. 27:13; Josh.

4:12.
commended by Joshua. Josh. 22:1.
charged with idolatry. Josh. 22:11.
their defence. Josh. 22:21.

——seer, his message to David. 2 Sam.
24:11; 1 Chr. 21:9; 2 Chr. 29:25.

GADARENES, gad-́ar-eens´, inhabitants of
Gadara.

or Gergesenes, Christ’s miracle in the
country of, Matt. 8:28; Mark 5:1;
Luke 8:26.

GADITES, gad-́ites, persons belonging to
the tribe

of Gad. Deut. 3:12.

GAIUS, ga-́yus. The Greek form of Caius.
Acts 19:29.

his piety. 3 John

GALATIA, ga-la-́shah, a place colonised by
Gauls. Acts 16:6.

GALATIANS, ga-la-́shans, inhabitants of
Galatia. Gal. 3:1.

Paul visits. Acts 16:6.
reproved. Gal. 1:6; 3.

exhorted. Gal. 5; 6.
their love to Paul. Gal. 4:13.

GALEED, gal-́e-ed, witness-heap. Gen.
31:47.

GALILEANS, gal-́il-e-́yans, slaughter of.
Luke 13:1.

disciples so called. Acts 1:11; 2:7.

GALILEE, gal-́il-ee, circuit. Josh. 20:7.
Isaiah’s prophecy concerning. Is. 9:1;

Matt. 4:15.
work of Christ there. Matt. 2:22; 15:29;

26:32; 27:55; 28:7; Mark 1:9; Luke
4:14; 23:5; 24:6; Acts 10:37; 13:31.

GALLIO. gal-́yo.
dismisses Paul. Acts 18:12.

GAMALIEL, ga-ma-́li-el, benefit of God.
Num. 1:10.

advises the council. Acts 5:34.
Paul brought up at feet of. Acts 22:3.

GATH, gath, wine-press. Josh. 11:22.
Goliath of. 1 Sam. 17:4.
men of, smitten with emerods. 1 Sam.

5:8.
David a refugee there. 1 Sam. 27:4.
taken by David. 1 Chr. 18:1.
by Hazael. 2 Kin. 12:17.
Uzziah breaks down the wall of. 2 Chr.

26:6.

GATH-HEPHER, gath-he-́fer, the wine-
press of the well. 2 Kin. 14:25.

GAZA, ga-́zah, same as AZZAH. Gen.
10:19.

Samson carries away the gates of. Judg.
16.

destruction of, foretold. Jer. 47; Amos
1:6; Zeph. 2:4; Zech. 9:5.

GEDALIAH, ged-́al-i-́ah, whom Jehovah
has made great.

governor of the remnant of Judah.
2 Kin. 25:22 (Jer. 40:5).

treacherously killed by Ishmael. 2 Kin.
25:25 (Jer. 41).

GEDEON, ged-́e-on, Greek form of
Gideon. Heb. 11:32.

GEDOR, ged-́or, wall. Josh. 15:58.
conquered by Simeonites. 1 Chr. 4.

GEHAZI, ge-ha-́zi, valley of vision.
servant of Elisha. 2 Kin. 4:12.
his covetousness. 2 Kin. 5:20.

GEMARIAH, gem-́ar-́i-́ah, whom Jehovah
has completed. Jer. 29:3.

GENNESARET, gen-es-́a-ret. Matt. 14:34.
a lake of Palestine, miracles wrought

there. Matt. 17:27; Luke 5:1; John
21:6.

GENTILES, jen-́tiles.
origin of. Gen. 10:5.
their state by nature. Rom. 1:21; 1 Cor.

12:2; Eph. 2; 4:17; 1 Thess. 4:5.
God’s judgments on. Joel 3:9.
their conversion predicted. Is. 11:10;

42:1; 49:6 (Matt. 12:18; Luke 2:32;
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Acts 13:47); 62:2; Jer. 16:19; Hos.
2:23; Mal. 1:11; Matt. 8:11.

prediction fulfilled. John 10:16; Acts
8:37; 10; 14; 15; Eph. 2; 1 Thess.
1:1.

calling of. Rom. 9:24. See Is. 66:19.
become fellow-citizens of the saints.

Eph. 2:11.
Christ made known to. Col. 1:27.

GERAR, ge-́rar, sojourning. Gen. 10:19.
herdmen of, strive with Isaac’s. Gen.

26:20.

GERGESENES, ger-́ge-seens’, inhabitants
of Gerasa. Matt. 8:28.

GERIZIM, ge-rize-́im, persons living in a
desert.

mount of blessing. Deut. 11:29; 27:12;
Josh. 8:33.

GERSHOM, ger-́shom, expulsion.
son of Moses. Ex. 2:22; 18:3.
(Gershon), son of Levi. Gen. 46:11;

Num. 3:17.

GERSHONITES, ger-́shon-ites,
descendants of Gershon. Num. 3:21.

their duties in the service of the
tabernacle. Num. 4; 7; 10:17.

GESHEM, ge-́shem, stout (?). Neh. 2:19.

GESHUR, ge-́shoor, bridge. 2 Sam. 3:3.
Absalom takes refuge there after killing

Amnon. 2 Sam. 13:37; 14:23 (Josh.
13:13).

GETHSEMANE, geth-sem-́an-e, oil-press.
garden of, our Lord’s agony there. Matt.

26:36; Mark 14:32; Luke 22:39;
John 18:1.

GIBEAH, gib-́e-ah, hill. Josh. 15:57.
a city of Benjamin. Judg. 19:14.
sin of its inhabitants. Judg. 19:22.
their punishment. Judg. 20.
the city of Saul. 1 Sam. 10:26; 11:4;

14:2; 15:34; 2 Sam. 21:6.

GIBEON, gib-́e-on, pertaining to a hill.
Josh. 9:3.

its inhabitants deceive Joshua. Josh. 9.
delivered by him from the five kings.

Josh. 10.
Saul persecutes them. 2 Sam. 21:1.
David makes atonement. 2 Sam. 21:3-9.
Solomon’s dream at. 1 Kin. 3:5.
tabernacle of the Lord kept at. 1 Chr.

16:39; 21:29.

GIBEONITES, gib-́e-on-ites, inhabitants of
Gibeon. 2 Sam. 21:1.

GIDEON, gid-́e-on, one who cuts down.
Judg. 6:11.

God appoints him to deliver Israel from
the Midianites. Judg. 6:14.

destroys the altar and grove of Baal.
Judg. 6:25, 27.

called Jerubbaal. Judg. 6:32.
God gives him two signs. Judg. 6:36-40.
his army reduced, and selected by a test

of water. Judg. 7:2-7.
his stratagem. Judg. 7:16.
subdues the Midianites. Judg. 7:19; 8.

makes an ephod of the spoil. Judg. 8:24.
his death. Judg. 8:32. See Heb. 11:32.

GILBOA, gil-bo-́ah, bubbling fountain.
1 Sam. 28:4.

mount, Saul slain there. 1 Sam. 31:2;
2 Sam. 1:21.

GILEAD, gil-́e-ad, hill of witness. Gen.
31:21.

land of, granted to the Reubenites, &c.
Num. 32.

invaded by the Ammonites. Judg.
10:17.

Jephthah made captain of. Judg. 11.

GILGAL, gil-́gal, a circle.
Joshua encamps there. Josh. 4:19; 9:6.
Saul made king there. 1 Sam. 10:8;

11:14.
Saul sacrifices at. 1 Sam. 13:8; 15:12.

GIRGASHITE, gir-́gash-ite, dwelling in a
clayey soil. 1 Chr. 1:14.

GIRGASHITES, gir-́gash-ites, descendants
of Canaan. Gen. 10:15; 15:21.

communion with, forbidden. Deut. 7:1.
driven out. Josh. 3:10; 24:11.

GIRGASITE, gir-́gas-ite, same as
preceding. Gen. 10:16.

GOG. 1 Chr. 5:4.

GOG and MAGOG. Ezek. 38; 39; Rev.
20:8.

GOLGOTHA, gol-́goth-ah, place of a skull.
Matt. 27:33; Mark 15:22; Luke
23:33; John 19:17.

GOLIATH, go-li-́ath, exile (?). 1 Sam.
17:4.

of Gath. 1 Sam. 17; 21:9; 22:10.

GOMORRAH, go-mor-́ah. Gen. 10:19.
(and Sodom). Gen. 18:20; 19:24, 28; Is.

1:9; Matt. 10:15; Mark 6:11.

GOMORRHA, go-mor-́ah, same as
preceding. Matt. 10:15.

GOSHEN, go-́shen, land of (Egypt),
Israelites placed there. Gen. 45:10;
46:34; 47:4.

no plagues there. Ex. 8:22; 9:26.

——(Canaan). Josh. 10:41; 11:16.

GREECE, grees, country of the Greeks.
Acts 20:2.

prophecies of. Dan. 8:21; 10:20; 11:2;
Zech. 9:13.

Paul preaches in. Acts 16; 20.

GRECIA, greesh-́ah, same as GREECE.
Dan. 8:21.

GRECIAN, greesh-́an, a Jew who speaks
Greek. Acts 11:20.

GREEK, the language of Greece. Acts
21:37.

GREEKS, inhabitants of Greece. Acts
18:17.

would see Jesus. John 12, 20.
believe in Him. Acts 11:21; 17:4.

HABAKKUK, ha-bak-́ook, embrace. Hab.
1:1.

prophet, his burden, complaint to God,
his answer, and faith. Hab. 1; 2; 3.

HABOR, ha-́bor, joining together. 2 Kin.
17:6.

HADAD, ha-́dad. Gen. 36:35.
Edomite. 1 Kin. 11:14.

HADADEZER, had-́ad-e-́zer, whose help is
Hadad. 2 Sam. 8:3.

——(Hadarezer), king of Zobah, David’s
wars with. 2 Sam. 8; 10:15; 1 Chr. 18.

HADADRIMMON, had-́ad-rim-́on, named
from Hadad and Rimmon. Zech.
12:11.

HADAR, ha-́dar, enclosure. Gen. 25:15.

HADAREZER, had-́ar-e-́zer, same as
HADADEZER. 1 Chr. 18:3.

HADASSAH, had-as-́ah, myrtle. Esth. 2:7.

HAGAR, ha-́gar, flight. Gen. 16:3.
mother of Ishmael. Gen. 16.
fleeing from Sarah is comforted by an

angel. Gen. 16:10, 11.
sent away with her son, Gen. 21:14;

allegory of, Gal. 4:24.

HAGGAI, hag-́ai, festive.
prophet. Ezra 5; 6:14. See Hag. 1; 2.

HAI, hai, same as AI. Gen. 12:8.

HALLELUIAH, hal-el-oo-́ya, praise the
Lord. Rev. 19:1.

HALLELUJAH (Alleluia). Ps. 106; 111;
113; 146; 148; 149; 150; Rev. 19:1,
3, 4, 6.

HAM, ham, warm. Gen. 9:18.
son of Noah, cursed. Gen. 9:22.
his descendants. Gen. 10:6; 1 Chr. 1:8;

Ps. 105:23; smitten by the
Simeonites. 1 Chr. 4:40.

HAMAN, ha-́man. Esth. 3:1.
Haman’s advancement. Esth. 3.
anger against Mordecai. Esth. 3:8.
his fall. Esth. 7.

HAMATH, ha-́math, fortress.

——(Syria). Num. 34:8; Josh. 13:5; 2 Kin.
14:28; 17:24.

conquered. 2 Kin. 18:34; Is. 37:13; Jer.
49:23.

HAMON-GOG, ham-́on-gog´, m. of Gog.
Ezek. 39:11.

HAMOR, ha-́mor, ass. Gen. 33:19.
father of Shechem. Gen. 34; Acts 7:16.

HANANI, ha-na-́ni, probably same as
HANANIAH. 1 Kin. 16:1.

prophet. 2 Chr. 16:7.

——brother of Nehemiah. Neh. 1:2; 7:2;
12:36.

HANANIAH, han-́an-i-́ah, whom Jehovah
graciously gave. 1 Chr. 3:19.

false prophet. Jer. 28.
his death. Jer. 28:16.
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HANNAH, han-́ah, gracious.
her song. 1 Sam. 2.
vow and prayer. 1 Sam. 1:11;

answered. 1 Sam. 1:19.

HANUN, ha-́noon, whom (God) pities.
2 Sam. 10:1.

king of the Ammonites, dishonours
David’s messengers. 2 Sam. 10:4.

chastised. 2 Sam. 12:30.

HARAN, ha-́ran, mountaineer. Gen.
11:27.

son of Terah. Gen. 11:26.

——(city of Nahor), Abram comes to.
Gen. 11:31; departs from. Gen. 12:4.

Jacob flees to Laban at. Gen. 27:43;
28:10; 29.

HAURAN, how-́ran, hollow land. Ezek.
47:16.

HAVILAH, ha-vil-́ah. Gen. 10:7.

HAZAEL, ha-́za-el, whom God watches
over.

king of Syria. 1 Kin. 19:15.
Elisha’s prediction. 2 Kin. 8:7.
slays Ben-hadad. 2 Kin. 8:15.
oppresses Israel. 2 Kin. 9:14; 10:32;

12:17; 13:22.

HAZOR, ha-́zor, castle. Josh. 11:1.
Canaan, burnt. Josh. 11:10; 15:25.

HEBER, he-́ber. Gen. 10:21; Luke 3:35.

——the Kenite. Judg. 4:11.
(1) same as EBER. 1 Chr. 5:13; (2)

fellowship. Gen. 46:17.

HEBREW, he-́broo, the (name of
Abraham), Gen. 14:13; the language
spoken by the Jews: John 19:20. Or a
Jew: Jer. 34:9.

HEBREWESS, he-́broo-ess´, a Jewess. Jer.
34:9.

HEBREWS, he-́broos, descendants of
Abraham. Gen. 40:15; 43:32; Ex.
2:6; 2 Cor. 11:22; Phil. 3:5.

HEBRON, heb-́ron, alliance.

——(Mamre), in Canaan, Abraham dwells
there. Gen. 13:18; 23:2.

the spies come to. Num. 13:22.
taken. Josh. 10:36.
given to Caleb. Josh. 14:13; 15:13.
David reigns there. 2 Sam. 2:1; 3:2;

5:1; 1 Chr. 11; 12:38; 29:27.

HEMATH, he-́math; (1) fortress, 1 Chr.
2:55; (2) same as HAMATH, Amos
6:14.

HEPHZI-BAH, heph-́zi-bah, in whom is
my delight.

queen of Hezekiah, and mother of
Manasseh. 2 Kin. 21:1.

the restored Jerusalem. Is. 62:4.

HERMAS, and HERMES, her-́mas and her-
´mes, of Rome, saluted by Paul. Rom.
16:14.

HERMOGENES, her-mog-́e-nees. 2 Tim.
1:15.

HERMON, her-́mon, lofty. Deut. 3:8.
mount. Deut. 4:48; Josh. 12:5; 13:5; Ps.

89:12; 133:3.

HEROD, her-́od (the Great), king of
Judaea. Matt. 2:1.

troubled at Christ’s birth. Matt. 2:3.
slays the babes of Bethlehem. Matt.

2:16.

——(Antipas) reproved by John the
Baptist, imprisons him, Luke 3:19;
beheads him. Matt. 14; Mark 6:14.

desires to see Christ. Luke 9:9.
scourges Him, and is reconciled to

Pilate. Luke 23:7; Acts 4:27.

——(Agrippa) persecutes the church. Acts
12:1.

his pride and miserable death. Acts
12:23.

HERODIANS, he-ro-́di-ans, partisans of
Herod, a sect, rebuked by Christ.
Matt. 22:16; Mark 12:13.

plot against him. Mark 3:6; 8:15;
12:13.

HERODIAS, he-ro-́di-as. Matt. 14:3.
married to Herod Antipas. Mark 6:17.
plans the death of John the Baptist.

Matt. 14; Mark 6:24.

HERODION, he-ro-́di-on. Rom. 16:11.
Paul’s kinsman. Rom. 16:11.

HESHBON, hesh-́bon, counting. Num.
21:25.

city of Sihon, taken. Num. 21:26; Deut.
2:24; Neh. 9:22; Is. 16:8.

HETH, sons of. Gen. 10:15.
their kindness to Abraham. Gen. 23:7;

25:10.

HEZEKIAH, hez-́ek-i-́ah, the might of
Jehovah. 2 Kin. 18:1.

king of Judah. 2 Kin. 16:19 (2 Chr.
28:27).

abolishes idolatry. 2 Kin. 18.
attacked by the Assyrians, his prayer

and deliverance. 2 Kin. 19.
his life lengthened, shadow of dial goes

backward, displays his treasure,
Isaiah’s prediction. 2 Kin. 20 (Is. 38);
his passover. 2 Chr. 30:13.

his piety, and good reign. 2 Chr. 29.
his death. 2 Kin. 20:20.

HEZRON, hez-́ron, same as HEZRAI. Gen.
46:12.

HEZRONITES, hez-́ron-ites, descendants
of Hezron. Num. 26:6.

HIDDEKEL, hid-ek-́el. Gen. 2:14.

HIEL, hi-́el, God liveth. 1 Kin. 16:34.

——See JERICHO.

HIERAPOLIS, hi-́e-ra-́pol-is, a sacred or
holy city. Col. 4:13.

HIGGAION, hig-a-́yon, meditation. Ps.
9:16.

HILKIAH, hilk-i-́ah, portion of Jehovah.
2 Kin. 18:18.

finds the book of the law. 2 Kin. 22:8.

HINNOM, hin-́ome, valley of (Josh. 15:8);
2 Kin. 23:10; 2 Chr. 28:3; 33:6; Jer.
7:31; 19:11; 32:35. See TOPHET and
MOLOCH.

HIRAM, hi-́ram, noble (?) (Huram), king
of Tyre, sends aid to David and
Solomon. 2 Sam. 5:11; 1 Kin. 5;
9:11; 10:11; 1 Chr. 14:1; 2 Chr.
2:11.

——principal brass-worker to Solomon.
1 Kin. 7:13.

HITTITES, hit-́ites, descendants of Heth.
Gen. 15:20; Judg. 1:26; 3:5.

HIVITES, hive-́ites, villagers. Gen. 10:17;
Ex. 3:8, 17.

deceive Joshua. Josh. 9.

HOBAB, ho-́bab, beloved. Num. 10:29.
See JETHRO.

HOPHNI, hof-́ni, pugilist; and PHINEHAS,
sons of Eli. 1 Sam. 1:3.

their sin and death. 1 Sam. 2:12, 22;
4:11.

HOPHRA, hof-́rah, priest of the sun. Jer.
44:30.

HOR, mountain. Num. 20:23.
mount, Aaron dies on. Num. 20:25.

HOREB, ho-́reb, desert, mount (Sinai). Ex.
3:1; 17:6; 33:6; Deut. 1:6; 4:10.

law given. Ex. 19; 20; Deut. 4:10; 5:2;
18:16; 1 Kin. 8:9; Mal. 4:4.

Moses twice there for forty days. Ex.
24:18; 34:28; Deut. 9:9.

Elijah there for forty days. 1 Kin. 19:8.

HORI, ho-́ri, cave-dweller. Gen. 36:22.

HORIMS, hor-́ims, descendants of Hori.
Deut. 2:12.

HORITES, hor-́ites, same as preceding.
Gen. 14:6.

HORMAH, hor-́mah, a devoting, a place
laid waste. Num. 14:45.

destruction of. Num. 21:3; Judg. 1:17.

HOSANNA, ho-san-́nah, save us we pray,
children sing, to Christ. Matt. 21:9,
15; Mark 11:9; John 12:13; (Ps.
118:25, 26).

HOSEA, ho-ze-́ah, salvation. Hos. 1:1.
prophet, declares God’s judgment

against idolatrous Israel. Hos. 1; 2; 4;
and his reconciliation. Hos. 2:14; 11;
13; 14.

HOSHEA, ho-she-́ah, same as HOSEA.
Deut. 32:44.

last king of Israel, his wicked reign,
defeat by the king of Assyria, and
captivity. 2 Kin. 15:30; 17.

HULDAH, hool-́dah, weasel. 2 Kin.
22:14.
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HURAM, hoo-́ram, the older way of
spelling Hiram. 2 Chr. 2:13.

HUSHAI, hoo-́shai, hasting, loyalty.
2 Sam. 15:32.

defeats Ahithophel’s counsel. 2 Sam.
16:16; 17:5.

HYMENAEUS, hi-́men-e-́us, belonging to
Hymen. 1 Tim. 1:20; 2 Tim. 2:17.

IBZAN, ib-́zan, active (?). Judg. 12:8.

I-CHABOD, i-́ka-bod, inglorious. 1 Sam.
4:21; 14:3.

ICONIUM, i-kon-́yum, gospel preached at.
Acts 13:51; 14:1; 16:2.

Paul persecuted at. 2 Tim. 3:11.

IDDO, id-́o, (1) loving, 1 Chr. 27:21; (2)
Ezra 8:17; (3) seasonable, Zech. 1:1.

IDUMEA, i-́du-me-́ah, same as EDOM. Is.
34:5.

ILLYRICUM, il-ir-́ik-um, gospel preached
there. Rom. 15:19.

IMMANUEL, im-an-́u-el (see
EMMANUEL), God with us. Is. 7:14;
Matt. 1:23.

INDIA, ind-́ya. Esth. 1:1.

ISAAC, i-́zak, laughter. Gen. 17:19.
his birth promised. Gen. 15:4; 17:16;

18:10; born. Gen. 21:2.
offered by Abraham. Gen. 22:7.
marries Rebekah. Gen. 24:67.
blesses his sons, Gen. 27:28; dies, Gen.

35:29.

ISAIAH, i-zai-́ah, salvation of Jehovah
(Esaias), prophet. Is. 1:1; 2:1.

sent to Ahaz. Is. 7; and Hezekiah. Is.
37:6; 38:4; 39:3.

prophesies concerning various nations.
Is. 7; 8; 10; 13–23; 45–47.

referred to in Matt. 3:3; 4:14; 8:17;
12:17; 13:14; 15:7; Mark 1:3; Luke
3:4; 4:17; John 1:23; 12:38; Acts
8:32; 28:25; Rom. 9:27; 10:16;
15:12.

ISCARIOT, is-kar-́i-ot, man of Kerioth.
Judas, Matt. 10:4; Mark 3:19.

his treachery. Matt. 26:21; Mark 14:18;
Luke 22:47; John 18:3.

death, Matt. 27:5; Acts 1:18.

ISHBI-BENOB, ish-́bi-ben-ob´e, one who
dwells at Nob. 2 Sam. 21:16.

ISH-BOSHETH, ish-bo-́sheth, man of
shame. 2 Sam. 2:8; 3:7; 4:5, 8.

ISHMAEL, ish-́ma-el, whom God hears,
son of Abram. Gen. 16:15; 17:20;
21:17; 25:17; his descendants. Gen.
25:12; 1 Chr. 1:29.

——son of Nethaniah, slays Gedaliah.
2 Kin. 25:25; Jer. 40:14; 41.

ISHMAELITES, ish-́ma-el-ites,
descendants of Ishmael. Judg. 8:24.

ISHMEELITES, ish-́me-el-ites, same as
ISHMAELITES. Gen. 37:25.

ISRAEL, iz-́ra-el, soldier of God. Jacob so
called after wrestling with God. Gen.
32:28; 35:10; Hos. 12:3.

ISRAELITES, iz-́ra-el-ites, descendants of
Israel. Ex. 9:7.

in Egypt. Ex. 1–12.
the first passover instituted. Ex. 12.
flight from Egypt. Ex. 12:31.
pass through the Red Sea. Ex. 14.
their journeys. Ex. 14:1, 19; Num.

9:15; Ps. 78:14.
fed by manna and water in the

wilderness. Ex. 16:4; 17:1; Num. 11;
20.

God’s covenant with at Sinai. Ex. 19;
20; Deut. 29:10.

their idolatry. Ex. 32. See also 2 Kin.
17; Ezra 9; Neh. 9; Ezek. 20; 22; 23;
Acts 7:39; 1 Cor. 10:1.

their rebellious conduct rehearsed by
Moses. Deut. 1; 2; 9.

conquer and divide Canaan under
Joshua. Josh. 1; 12; 13.

governed by judges. Judg. 2; by kings.
1 Sam. 10; 2 Sam.; 1 & 2 Kin.; 1 &
2 Chr.

their captivity in Assyria, 2 Kin. 17; in
Babylon, 2 Kin. 25; 2 Chr. 36; Jer.
39; 52; their return, Ezra; Neh.;
Hag.; Zech.

God’s wrath against. Ps. 78; 106;
deliverances of. Ps. 105.

their sufferings our examples. 1 Cor.
10:6.

ISRAELITISH, iz-́ra-el-ite-ish, after the
fashion of an Israelite. Lev. 24:10.

ISSACHAR, is-́ak-ar, he is hired (?). Gen.
30:18; 35:23.

descendants of. Gen. 46:13; Judg. 5:15;
1 Chr. 7:1. See Num. 1:28; 26:23;
Gen. 49:14; Deut. 33:18; Josh.
19:17; Ezek. 48:33; Rev. 7:7.

ITALIAN, it-al-́yan, belonging to Italy.
Acts 10:1.

ITALY, it-́a-ly. Acts 18:2.

ITHAMAR, i-́tha-mar, island of palms. Ex.
6:23; Lev. 10:6; his charge. Num. 4.

ITURAEA, i-́tu-re-́ah, a province so named
from Jetur. Luke 3:1.

JABBOK, jab-́ok, pouring out, river. Gen.
32:22; Num. 21:24; Deut. 3:16;
Josh. 12:2.

JABESH-GILEAD, ja-́besh-gil-́e-ad, Jabesh
of Gilead. Judg. 21:8.

inhabitants smitten by Israel. Judg. 21.
threatened by Ammonites. 1 Sam. 11:1;

delivered by Saul. 1 Sam. 11:11.

JABEZ, ja-́bez, causing pain, prayer of.
1 Chr. 4:9.

JABIN, ja-́bin, whom He (God)
considered. Judg. 4:2.

king of Hazor, conquered by Joshua.
Josh. 11.

——(another), destroyed by Barak. Judg. 4.

JACHAN, ja-́kan, troubled. 1 Chr. 5:13.

JACHIN, ja-́kin, whom (God) strengthens,
one of the pillars of the porch of the
temple. 1 Kin. 7:21; 2 Chr. 3:17.

JACOB, ja-́kob, supplanter, his birth, Gen.
25:26; birthright, 25:33; blessing,
27:27; sent to Padan-aram, 27:43;
28:1; his vision of the ladder, and
vow, 28:10; marriages, 29; sons,
29:31; 30; dealings with Laban, 31;
his vision of God’s host, 32:1; his
prayer, 32:9; wrestles with an angel,
32:24; Hos. 12:4; reconciled with
Esau. Gen. 33; builds an altar at Beth-
el, 35:1; his grief for Joseph and
Benjamin, 37; 42:38; 43; goes down
to Egypt, 46; brought before Pharaoh,
47:7; blesses his sons, 48; 49.

his death, and burial. Gen. 49:33; 50.
See Ps. 105:23; Mal. 1:2; Rom. 9:10;
Heb. 11:21.

JACOB’S WELL. John 4:5.

JADON, ja-́don, a judge. Neh. 3:7.

JAEL, ja-́el, same as JAALA, kills Sisera.
Judg. 4:17; 5:24.

JAH, poetic form of JEHOVAH. Ps. 68:4.

JAHAZIEL, ja-haz-́i-el, whom God watches
over. 1 Chr. 16:6.

comforts Jehoshaphat. 2 Chr. 19:14.
prophecies against Moab and Ammon.

2 Chr. 20:14.

JAIR, ja-́er, (i.e. God) enlightens. Num.
32:41.

Gileadite, judge. Judg. 10:3.

JAIRUS, ja-i-́rus, Greek form of JAIR,
daughter of, raised. Matt. 9:18; Mark
5:22; Luke 8:41.

JAMBRES, jam-́brees. 2 Tim. 3:8.

JAMES, the English equivalent for Jacob in
the New Testament.

——(APOSTLE), son of Zebedee, called.
Matt. 4:21; Mark 1:19; Luke 5:10.

ordained one of the twelve. Matt. 10:2;
Mark 3:14; Luke 6:13.

witnessed Christ’s transfiguration. Matt.
17:1; Mark 9:2; Luke 9:28.

present at the passion. Matt. 26:36;
Mark 14:33.

slain by Herod. Acts 12:2.

——(APOSTLE), son of Alphaeus. Matt.
10:3; Mark 3:18; 6:3; Luke 6:15;
Acts 1:13; 12:17.

his judgment respecting ceremonial.
Acts 15:13-29; See 1 Cor. 15:7; Gal.
1:19; 2:9.

his teaching. James 1–5.
mentioned. Acts 21:18; 1 Cor. 15:7;

Gal. 1:19; 2:9.

JANNES and JAMBRES, magicians of
Egypt. 2 Tim. 3:8 (Ex. 7:11).

JAPHETH, ja-́feth, extension. Gen. 5:32.
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son of Noah, blessed. Gen. 9:27.
his descendants. Gen. 10:1; 1 Chr. 1:4.

JASHOBEAM, ja-shob-́e-am, the people
returns, valour of. 1 Chr. 11:11.

JASON, ja-́son, Graeco-Judaean equivalent
of Joshua.

persecuted at Thessalonica. Acts 17:5;
Rom. 16:21.

JEBUS, je-́boos, a place trodden down (?).
Judg. 19:10.

JEBUSI, je-boo-́si, a Jebusite. Josh. 18:16.

JEBUSITES, je-boo-́sites, the descendants
of Jebus, the son of Canaan. Gen.
15:21; Num. 13:29; Josh. 15:63;
Judg. 1:21; 19:11; 2 Sam. 5:6.

JECHOLIAH, jek-́ol-i-́ah, Jehovah is
strong. 2 Kin. 15:2.

JECHONIAS, jek-́on-i-́as, the Greek way
of spelling Jeconiah. Matt. 1:11, 12;
1 Chr. 3:17.

JECOLIAH, jek-́ol-i-́ah, same as
JECHOLIAH. 2 Chr. 26:3.

JECONIAH, jek-́on-i-́ah, Jehovah
establishes. 1 Chr. 3:16.

JEDAIAH, jed-ai-́ah, (1) Jehovah—(?).
1 Chr. 4:37.

(2) Jehovah knoweth. 1 Chr. 24:7.

JEDIDIAH, jed-́id-i-́ah (beloved of the
Lord), a name of Solomon. 2 Sam.
12:25.

JEDUTHUN, jed-ooth-́oon, friendship (?).
1 Chr. 16:38, 41; 25:6.

JEGAR-SAHADUTHA, je-gar-́sa-ha-doo-
´ thah, the heap of testimony. Gen.
31:47.

JEHOAHAZ, je-ho-́a-haz, whom Jehovah
holds fast.

son of Jehu, king of Israel. 2 Kin. 10:35;
13:4.

——(Shallum), king of Judah, his evil
reign. 2 Kin. 23:31; 2 Chr. 36:1.

JEHOASH, je-ho-́ash, Jehovah supports.
2 Kin. 11:21.

JEHOIACHIN, je-ho-́ya-kin, Jehovah has
established.

king of Judah, his defeat and captivity.
2 Kin. 24:6; 2 Chr. 36:8.

JEHOIADA, je-ho-́ya-dah, Jehovah
knoweth. 2 Sam. 8:18.

high priest, deposes and slays Athaliah,
and restores Jehoash: 2 Kin. 11:4;
2 Chr. 23; repairs the temple. 2 Kin.
12:7; 2 Chr. 24:6.

abolishes idolatry. 2 Chr. 23:16.

JEHOIAKIM, je-ho-́ya-kim, Jehovah has
set up.

——(Eliakim), made king of Judah by
Pharaoh-nechoh, his evil reign and
captivity. 2 Kin. 23:34; 24:1; 2 Chr.
36:4; Dan. 1:2. See Jer. 22:18.

JEHORAM, je-ho-́ram, Jehovah is high.

——(son of Jehoshaphat), king of Judah.
1 Kin. 22:50; 2 Kin. 8:16; his cruelty
and death, 2 Chr. 21:4, 18.

——(Joram), king of Israel, son of Ahab.
2 Kin. 1:17; 3:1; his evil reign.
2 Kin. 3:2; slain by Jehu. 2 Kin. 9:24.

JEHOSHAPHAT, je-hosh-́af-at, whom
Jehovah judges.

king of Judah, his good reign. 1 Kin.
15:24; 2 Chr. 17; his death. 1 Kin.
22:50; 2 Chr. 21:1.

——valley of. Joel 3:2.

JEHOVAH, (YHWH, I AM THAT I AM).
Ex. 6:3; Ps. 83:18; Is. 12:2; 26:4.

JEHOVAH-JIREH, je-ho-́vah-ji-́ray,
Jehovah will provide. Gen. 22:14.

JEHOVAH-NISSI, je-ho-́vah-nis-́i, Jehovah
my banner. Ex. 17:15.

JEHOVAH-SHALOM, je-ho-́vah-sha-́lom,
Jehovah send peace. Judg. 6:24.

JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH, je-ho-́vah-sham-
´mah (the LORD is there). Ezek.
48:35.

JEHOVAH-TSIDKENU, je-ho-́vah-tsid-ke-
´nu (the LORD is our righteousness).
Jer. 23:6.

JEHOZABAD, je-ho-́za-bad, Jehovah gave.
2 Kin. 12:21.

JEHOZADAK, je-ho-́za-dak, Jehovah is
just. 1 Chr. 6:14.

JEHU, je-́hu, Jehovah is He (?), son of
Hanani, prophesies against Baasha.
1 Kin. 16:1.

rebukes Jehoshaphat. 2 Chr. 19:2;
20:34.

——son of Nimshi, to be anointed king of
Israel. 1 Kin. 19:16; 2 Kin. 9:1.

his reign. 2 Kin. 9:10.

JEMIMA, je-mi-́mah, dove. Job 42:14.

JEPHTHAE, jef-́thah, Greek way of
writing Jephthah. Heb. 11:32.

JEPHTHAH, jef-́thah, God opens. Judg.
11:1.

judge, his dealings with the Gileadites.
Judg. 11:4.

defeats the Ammonites. Judg. 11:14.
his rash vow. Judg. 11:30, 34.
chastises the Ephraimites. Judg. 12.

JEREMIAH, jer-́em-i-́ah, whom Jehovah
has appointed.

(prophet), his call and visions. Jer. 1.
his mission. Jer. 1:17; 7.
his complaint. Jer. 20:14.
his message to Zedekiah. Jer. 21:3;

34:1.
foretells the seventy years’ captivity.

Jer. 25:8.
arraigned, condemned, but delivered.

Jer. 26.
denounces the false prophet Hananiah.

Jer. 28:5.

writes to the captives in Babylon. Jer.
29.

his promises of comfort and redemption
to Israel. Jer. 31.

writes a roll of a book. Jer. 36:4; Baruch
reads it. Jer. 36:8.

imprisoned by Zedekiah. Jer. 32; 37;
38.

released. Jer. 38:7.
predicts slaughter of innocents. Jer.

31:15; fulfilled. Matt. 2:17.
with all the remnant of Judah carried

into Egypt. Jer. 43:4.
various predictions. Jer. 46–51; 51:59.
mentioned. Matt. 16:14; 27:9.

JEREMIAS, jer-́em-i-́as, Greek form of
Jeremiah. Matt. 16:14.

JEREMY, jer-́em-y, shortened English form
of Jeremiah. Matt. 2:17.

JERICHO, jer-́ik-o, a fragrant place. Num.
22:1.

the spies at. Josh. 2:1.
capture of. Josh. 6:20 (Heb. 11:30).
rebuilt by Hiel. 1 Kin. 16:34. See Josh.

6:26.

JEROBOAM I, jer-́ob-o-́am, whose people
are many. 1 Kin. 11:26.

promoted by Solomon. 1 Kin. 11:28.
Ahijah’s prophecy to. 1 Kin. 11:29.
made king. 1 Kin. 12:20 (2 Chr. 10).
his idolatry, withered hand,

denunciation. 1 Kin. 12; 13; 14.
death. 1 Kin. 14:20.
evil example. 1 Kin. 15:34.

JEROBOAM II. 2 Kin. 13:13; 14:23-29.

JEROHAM, je-ro-́ham, who is loved.
1 Sam. 1:1.

JERUBBAAL, jer-oob-ba-́al, let Baal plead.
Judg. 6:32.

JERUBBESHETH, jer-oob-be-́sheth, let
shame plead, another name for
JERUBBAAL. 2 Sam. 11:21.

JERUSALEM, je-roo-́sa-lem, founded in
peace (?). Josh. 10:1.

——Adoni-zedec, king of, slain by Joshua.
Josh. 10.

borders of. Josh. 15:8.
David reigns there. 2 Sam. 5:6.
the ark brought there. 2 Sam. 6.
saved from the pestilence. 2 Sam.

24:16.
temple built at. 1 Kin. 5–8; 2 Chr. 1–7.
sufferings from war. 1 Kin. 14:25;

2 Kin. 14:14; 25; 2 Chr. 12; 25:24;
36; Jer. 39; 52.

capture and destruction by
Nebuchadrezzar. Jer. 52:12–15.

captives return: and rebuilding of the
temple begun by Cyrus. Ezra 1–3;
continued by Artaxerxes. Neh. 2.

wall rebuilt and dedicated by
Nehemiah. Neh. 12:38.

abominations there. Ezek. 16:2.
presentation of Christ at. Luke 2:22.
the child Jesus tarries at. Luke 2:42.
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Christ rides into. Matt. 21:1; Mark
11:7; Luke 19:35; John 12:14.

laments over it. Matt. 23:37; Luke
13:34; 19:41.

foretells its destruction. Matt. 24; Mark
13; Luke 13:34; 17; 23; 19:41; 21.

disciples filled with the Holy Ghost at.
Acts 2:4.

which is above. Gal. 4:26.
the new. Rev. 21:2.

JESHUA (Joshua), jesh-́oo-ah, Jehovah is
salvation. Ezra 2:2; Neh. 8:17. See
JOSHUA.

JESHURUN, jesh-oor-́oon, righteous,
symbolical name of Israel. Deut.
32:15; 33:5, 26; Is. 44:2.

JESSE, jes-́sy, gift (?). Ruth 4:17.
David’s father. Ruth 4:22.
and his sons sanctified by Samuel.

1 Sam. 16:5.
his son David anointed to be king.

1 Sam. 16:13. See Is. 11:1.
his posterity. 1 Chr. 2:13.

JESUS, je-́sus, Saviour. Matt. 1:21. See
CHRIST.

JETHRO, jeth-́ro, same as ITHRA. Ex. 3:1.
Moses’ father-in-law. Ex. 18:12.

JEW, joo, an Israelite. Esth. 2:5.

JEWESS, joo-́ess, a female Jew. Acts 16:1.

JEWISH, joo-́ish, of or belonging to Jews.
Titus 1:14.

JEWRY, joo-́ry, Old English name for
Judea. Dan. 5:13.

JEWS, joos, inhabitants of Judea (Israelites
first so called). 2 Kin. 16:6.

Christ’s mission to. Matt. 15:24; 21:37;
Acts 3:26.

Christ’s compassion for. Matt. 23:37
;Luke 19:41.

Christ rejected by. Matt. 11:20; 13:15,
58; John 5:16, 38, 43; Acts 3:13;
13:46; 1 Thess. 2:15.

gospel first preached to, Matt. 10:6;
Luke 24:47; Acts 1:8.

St. Paul’s teaching rejected by, Acts
13:46; 28:24, 26, &c.

JEZEBEL, jez-́e-bel, unmarried.
wife of Ahab. 1 Kin. 16:31.
kills the prophets, 1 Kin. 18:4; 19:2.
causes Naboth to be put to death. 1 Kin.

21.
her violent death. 2 Kin. 9:30.

JEZREEL, jez-́re-el, God scatters. 1 Chr.
4:3. See AHAB.

JEZREELITE, jez-́re-el-ite, an inhabitant of
Jezreel. 1 Kin. 21:6.

JEZREELITESS, jez-́re-el-ite-ess, feminine
of preceding. 1 Sam. 27:3.

JOAB, jo-́ab, Jehovah is father. 2 Sam.
2:13.

nephew of David, and captain of the
host. 2 Sam. 8:16.

kills Abner. 2 Sam. 3:23.

intercedes for Absalom, 2 Sam. 14;
slays him in an oak, 2 Sam. 18:14.

reproves David’s grief. 2 Sam. 19:5.
slays Amasa. 2 Sam. 20:9.
unwillingly numbers the people. 2 Sam.

24:3 (1 Chr. 21:3).
joins Adonijah’s usurpation. 1 Kin. 1:7.
slain by Solomon’s command. 1 Kin.

2:5, 28.

JOASH, jo-́ash, whom Jehovah supports
(?). 2 Kin. 11:2.

(Jehoash), king of Israel. 2 Kin. 13:10.
visits Elisha sick. 2 Kin. 13:14.
defeats the Syrians. 2 Kin. 13:25.
chastises Amaziah. 2 Kin. 14:8; 2 Chr.

25:17.

——king of Judah. 2 Kin. 11:4; 2 Chr. 23.
repairs the temple. 2 Kin. 12; 2 Chr.

24.
kills Zechariah. 2 Chr. 24:17.
slain by his servants. 2 Kin. 12:19;

2 Chr. 24:23.

JOB, jobe, (1) a desert, Gen. 46:13; (2)
one persecuted.

his character, Job 1:1, 8; 2:3 (Ezek.
14:14, 20).

his afflictions and patience. Job. 1:13,
20; 2:7, 10 (James 5:11).

complains of his life. Job 3.
reproves his friends. Job 6; 7; 9; 10;

12–14; 16; 17; 19; 21; 23; 24;
26–30.

solemnly protests his integrity. Job. 31.
humbles himself. Job 40:3; 42:1.
God accepts and doubly blesses. Job

42:10.

JOCHEBED, jo-́ke-bed, Jehovah is 
glorious (?).

mother of Moses. Ex. 6:20; Num.
26:59.

JOEL, jo-́el, Jehovah is might.
delivers God’s judgments. Joel 1–3.
proclaims a fast, and declares God’s

mercy. Joel 1:14; 2:12; 3.
quoted. Acts 2:16.

JOHN, English way of spelling Johanan.
Matt. 3:1.

the APOSTLE, called, Matt. 4:21; Mark
1:19; Luke 5:10.

ordained. Matt. 10:2; Mark 3:17.
enquires of Jesus. Mark 13:3.
reproved. Matt. 20:20; Mark 10:35-40;

Luke 9:50.
sent to prepare the passover. Luke 22:8.
declares the divinity and humanity of

Jesus Christ. John 1; 1 John 1; 4; 5.
Christ’s love for. John 13:23; 19:26;

21:7, 20, 24.
his care for Mary the Lord’s mother.

John 19:27.
meets for prayer. Acts 1:13.
accompanies Peter before the council.

Acts 3; 4.
exhorts to obedience and warns against

false teachers. 1 John 1–5.
sees Christ’s glory in heaven. Rev. 1:13.
writes the Revelation. Rev. 1:19.

forbidden to worship the angel. Rev.
19:10; 22:8.

——(MARK). Acts 12:12, 25. See MARK.

——the BAPTIST, his coming foretold. Is.
40:3; Mal. 4:5; Luke 1:17.

his birth and circumcision. Luke 1:57.
office, preaching, and baptism. Matt. 3;

Mark 1; Luke 3; John 1:6; 3:26; Acts
1:5; 13:24.

baptizes Christ. Matt. 3; Mark 1; Luke
3; John 1:32; 3:26.

imprisoned by Herod, Matt. 4:12; Mark
1:14; Luke 3:20; and beheaded,
Matt. 14; Mark 6:14.

sends his disciples to Christ. Matt.
11:1; Luke 7:18.

Christ’s testimony to. Matt. 11:11, 14;
17:12; Mark 9:11; Luke 7:27.

his disciples receive the Holy Ghost.
Acts 18:24; 19:1.

JOIAKIM, jo-́ya-kim, shortened from
Jehoiakim. Neh. 12:10.

JOKIM, jo-́kim, shortened from Jehoiakim.
1 Chr. 4:22.

JONA, jo-́nah, a Greek way of spelling
Johanan. John 1:42.

JONADAB, jo-́na-dab, same as
JEHONADAB. 2 Sam. 13:3.

——(Jehonadab), son of Rechab. 2 Kin.
10:15.

JONAH, jo-́nah, dove.
prophet. 2 Kin. 14:25.
his disobedience, punishment, prayer,

and repentance. Jon. 1–4.
a type of Christ. Matt. 12:39; Luke

11:29.

JONAS, jo-́nas, (1) same as JONA. John
21:15. (2) Or JONAH. Matt. 12:39.

JONATH-ELEM-RECHOKIM, jo-́nath-e-
´ lem-re-ko-kim´, the silent dove afar
off. Title of Ps. 56.

JONATHAN, jo-́na-than, whom Jehovah
gave.

son of Saul, smites the Philistines.
1 Sam. 13:2; 14.

his love for David. 1 Sam. 18:1; 19; 20;
23:16.

slain by the Philistines. 1 Sam. 31:2.
David’s lamentation for. 2 Sam. 1:17.

——son of Abiathar. 2 Sam. 15:27; 1 Kin.
1:42.

——one of David’s nephews, his deeds.
2 Sam. 21:21; 1 Chr. 20:7.

——a Levite, hired by Micah. Judg. 17:7;
18.

JOPPA, jop-́ah, beauty (?).
(Jaffa). 2 Chr. 2:16; Jon. 1:3.
Tabitha raised at. Acts 9:36.
Peter dwells at. Acts 10:5; 11:5.

JORDAN, jor-́dan, flowing down. Gen.
13:10.

river, waters of, divided for the
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Israelites. Josh. 3; 4; Ps. 114:3; by
Elijah and Elisha. 2 Kin. 2:8, 13.

Naaman’s leprosy cured at. 2 Kin. 5:10.
John baptizes there. Matt. 3; Mark 1:5;

Luke 3:3; See Job 40:23; Ps. 42:6;
Jer. 12:5; 49:19; Zech. 11:3.

JOSEPH, jo-́sef, he shall add.
son of Jacob. Gen. 30:24. See Ps.

105:17; Acts 7:9; Heb. 11:22.
his dreams, and the jealousy of his

brethren. Gen. 37:5.
sold to the Ishmeelites. Gen. 37:28.
slave to Potiphar. Gen. 39.
resists Potiphar’s wife. Gen. 39:7.
interprets the dreams of Pharaoh’s

servants. Gen. 40; and of Pharaoh,
predicting famine. Gen. 41:25.

made ruler of Egypt. Gen. 41:39.
prepares for the famine. Gen. 41:48.
receives his brethren and father. Gen.

42–46.
gives direction concerning his bones.

Gen. 50:25.
his death. Gen. 50:26.

——son of Heli, husband of the Virgin.
Matt. 1:19; 2:13, 19; Luke 1:27; 2:4.

——of Arimathaea. Matt. 27:57; Mark
15:42; Luke 23:50; John 19:38.

——(Barsabas), Justus. Acts 1:23.

JOSES, jo-́ses. Matt. 13:55.

JOSHUA, josh-́you-ah, Jehovah is
salvation. Num. 14:6.

(Hoshea, Oshea, Jehoshua, Jeshua, and
Jesus), son of Nun. 1 Chr. 7:27; Heb.
4:8.

discomfits Amalek. Ex. 17:9.
ministers to Moses. Ex. 24:13; 32:17;

33:11.
spies out Canaan. Num. 13:16.
ordained to succeed Moses. Num.

27:18; 34:17; Deut. 1:38; 3:28;
34:9.

reassured by God. Josh. 1.
harangues his officers. Josh. 1:10.
crosses river Jordan. Josh. 3.
erects memorial pillars. Josh. 4.
re-enacts circumcision. Josh. 5.
assaults and destroys Jericho. Josh. 6.
condemns Achan. Josh. 7.
subdues Ai. Josh. 8.
his victories. Josh. 10–12.
apportions the land. Josh. 14–21; Heb.

4:8.
his charge to the Reubenites. Josh. 22.
exhortation to the people. Josh. 23.
reminds them of God’s mercies. Josh.

24.
renews the covenant. Josh. 24:14.
his death. Josh. 24:29; Judg. 2:8.
his curse, Josh. 6:26; fulfilled, 1 Kin.

16:34.

JOSIAH, jo-si-́ah, whom Jehovah heals.
2 Kin. 21:24.

prophecy concerning, 1 Kin. 13:2;
fulfilled, 2 Kin. 23:15.

reigns well. 2 Kin. 22.
repairs the temple. 2 Kin. 22:3.

hears the words of the book of the law.
2 Kin. 22:8.

Huldah’s message from God to him.
2 Kin. 22:15.

ordains the reading of the book. 2 Kin.
23.

keeps a signal passover to the Lord.
2 Chr. 35.

slain by Pharaoh-nechoh at Megiddo.
2 Kin. 23:29.

JOSIAS, jo-si-́as, Greek form of Josiah.
Matt. 1:10.

JOTHAM, jo-́tham, Jehovah is upright.
Judg. 9:5.

son of Gideon, his apologue. Judg. 9:7.

——king of Judah. 2 Kin. 15:32; 2 Chr.
27.

JOZABAD, jo-́za-bad, same as
JEHOZABAD. 1 Chr. 12:20.

JOZADAK, jo-́za-dak, same as
JEHOZADAK. Ezra 3:2.

JUBAL, joo-́bal, music (?).
inventor of harp and organ. Gen. 4:21.

JUDA, joo-́dah, same as JUDAH. Luke
3:30.

JUDAH, joo-́dah, praised.
son of Jacob. Gen. 29:35.
his descendants. Gen. 38; 46:12; Num.

1:26; 26:19; 1 Chr. 2–4.
pledges himself for Benjamin. Gen.

43:3.
his interview with Joseph. Gen.

44:18;—46:28.
blessed by Jacob. Gen. 49:8.

——tribe of, their blessing by Moses.
Deut. 33:7.

their inheritance. Josh. 15.
they make David king, 2 Sam. 2:4; and

adhere to his house. 1 Kin. 12;
2 Chr. 10; 11. See JEWS.

JUDAS, joo-́das, Greek form of JUDAH.
Matt. 10:4.

(JUDE, Lebbaeus, Thaddaeus), APOSTLE,
brother of James. Matt. 10:3; Mark
3:18; Luke 6:16; Acts 1:13.

his question to our Lord. John 14:22.
enjoins perseverance. Jude 3:20.
denounces false disciples. Jude 4.

——the Lord’s brother. Matt. 13:55;
Mark 6:3.

——(Barsabas). Acts 15:22.

JUDAS ISCARIOT. Matt. 10:4; Mark
3:19; Luke 6:16; John 6:70.

betrays Jesus. Matt. 26:14, 47; Mark
14:10, 43; Luke 22:3, 47; John
13:26; 18:2.

hangs himself. Matt. 27:5 (Acts 1:18).

JUDE, jood, abbreviated from Judas. 
Jude 1.

JUDEA, joo-de-́ah (land of Judah). Ezra
5:8.

JULIA, joo-́li-ah, feminine form of Julius.
Rom. 16:15.

JULIUS, joo-́li-us, downy. Acts 27:1.

JUNIA, joo-́ni-ah.
saluted by Paul. Rom. 16:7.

JUPITER, joo-́pit-er.
Barnabas addressed as. Acts 14:12;—

19:35.

KADESH, ka-́desh, consecrated. Gen.
20:1.

KADESH-BARNEA, ka-́desh-bar-́ne-ah.
Num. 34:4.

Israelites murmur against Moses and
Aaron, threaten to stone Caleb and
Joshua, and provoke God’s anger.
Num. 13; 14; Deut. 1:19; Josh. 14:6.

KADMONITES, kad-́mon-ites, Orientals.
Gen. 15:19.

KEDAR, ke-́dar, black-skinned.
son of Ishmael. Gen. 25:13; 1 Chr.

1:29; Ps. 120:5; Song 1:5; Jer. 2:10;
Ezek. 27:21.

——tribe of, prophecies concerning. Is.
21:16; 42:11; 60:7; Jer. 49:28.

KEDRON (Kidron, Cedron), ke-́dron,
brook and ravine, near garden of
Gethsemane, frequented by our Lord.
John 18:1.

crossed by David. 2 Sam. 15:23.
idols destroyed there. 1 Kin. 15:13;

2 Kin. 23:6; 2 Chr. 29:16; Jer.
31:40. See KIDRON.

KEILAH, ke-ee-́lah, sling (?). Josh. 15:44.
David there. 1 Sam. 23:1, 12.

KENAZ, ke-́naz, hunting. Gen. 36:11.

KENEZITE, ke-́nez-ite, descendant of
Kenaz. Num. 32:12.

KENITES, keen-́ites, descendants of an
unknown man named Kain. Gen.
15:19.

their fate foretold. Num. 24:22.

KENIZZITES, ke-́niz-ites, same as
KENEZITE. Gen. 15:19.

KEREN-HAPPUCH, ke-́ren-hap-́ook, horn
of paint.

one of Job’s daughters. Job 42:14.

KERIOTH, ke-ri-́oth, cities.
city of Judah. Josh. 15:25; Jer. 48:24,

41; Amos 2:2.

KETURAH, ke-too-́rah, incense.
Abraham’s wife, Gen. 25; her children,

1 Chr. 1:32.

KIBROTH-HATTAAVAH, kib -́roth-hat-ta-
´a-vah, graves of lust. Num. 11:34.

KIDRON, kid-́ron, turbid. 2 Sam. 15:23.

KIR, kir, town. 2 Kin. 16:9; Is. 15:1; 22:6;
Amos 1:5; 9:7.

KIR-HARASETH, kir-́ha-ras-́eth, brick-
town. 2 Kin. 3:25; Is. 16:7, 11.
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KIR-HARESETH, kir-́ha-res-́eth, same as
preceding. Is. 16:7.

KIR-HARESH, kir-har-́esh, same as
preceding. Is. 16:11.

KIR-HERES, kir-her-́es, same as
preceding. Jer. 48:31.

KIRIATHAIM, kir-́yath-a-́im, same as
KIRJATHAIM. Ezek. 25:9.

KIRJATH-JEARIM, kir-́jath-je-́ar-im, c. of
woods. Josh. 9:17; 18:14; 1 Chr.
13:6.

the ark brought to. 1 Sam. 7:1.
ark fetched from. 1 Chr. 13:5; 2 Chr.

1:4.

KISH, kish, bow.
Saul’s father. 1 Sam. 9:1.

KISHON, ki-́shon, tortuous.
waters of Megiddo. Judg. 4:7; 5:21;

1 Kin. 18:40.

KITTIM, kit-́im, same as CHITTIM. Gen.
10:4.

KOHATH, ko-́hath, assembly.
son of Levi. Gen. 46:11.
his descendants. Ex. 6:18; 1 Chr. 6:2.
their duties. Num. 4:15; 10:21; 2 Chr.

29:12; 34:12.

KOHATHITES, ko-́hath-ites, descendants
of Kohath. Num. 3:27.

KORAH, ko-́rah, bald.
Dathan, &c., their sedition and

punishment. Num. 16; 26:9; 27:3.
(Core), Jude 11.

KORAHITES, ko-́rah-ites, descendants of
Korah. 1 Chr. 9:19.

KORATHITES, ko-́rath-ites, same as
preceding. Num. 26:58.

KORE, ko-́re, partridge. 1 Chr. 9:19.

KORHITE, kor-́ite, same as KORATHITE.
2 Chr. 20:19.

LABAN, la-́ban, white.
hospitality of. Gen. 24:29.
gives Jacob his two daughters. Gen. 29.
envies and oppresses him. Gen. 30:27;

31:1.
his dream. Gen. 31:24.
his covenant with Jacob. Gen. 31:43.

LACHISH, la-́kish, impregnable. Josh.
10:3.

conquered. Josh. 10:31; 12:11.
Amaziah slain at. 2 Kin. 14:19.

LAHAI-ROI, la-hai-ro-́i, to the living is
sight. Gen. 24:62.

LAISH, la-́ish, lion. 1 Sam. 25:44.
taken. Judg. 18:14.

LAMECH, la-́mek, destroyer.
descendant of Cain. Gen. 4:18.

——father of Noah. Gen. 5:25, 29.

LAODICEA, la-́od-i-se-́ah. Col. 2:1.

LAODICEANS, la-́od-i-se-́ans, inhabitants
of Laodicea. Rev. 1:11; 3:14.

Paul’s epistle to. Col. 4:16.

LAPIDOTH, la-́pid-oth, torches. Judg. 4:4.

LATIN, lat-́in, the language spoken by
Romans. John 19:20.

LAZARUS, laz-́ar-us, Greek form of
Eleazar. Luke 16:20.

and the rich man. Luke 16:19.

LAZARUS, brother of Mary and Martha,
raised from the dead. John 11; 12:1.

LEAH, le-́ah, languid. Gen. 29:16, 31;
30:17; 31:4; 33:2; 49:31. See Ruth
4:11.

LEBANON, leb-́an-on, the white
(mountain). Deut. 1:7.

forest and mountain. Deut. 3:25; Judg.
3:3; 1 Kin. 5:14.

its cedars. 2 Kin. 14:9; 2 Chr. 2:8; Ps.
92:12; Song 3:9; Is. 40:16; Hos.
14:5.

LEBBAEUS, leb-e-́us. Matt. 10:3. See
JUDE.

LEHI, le-́hi, jaw-bone. Judg. 15:9.

LEMUEL, lem-́oo-el, (devoted) to God (?).
king, his lesson. Prov. 31:1.

LEUMMIM, le-oom-́im, peoples. Gen.
25:3.

LEVI, le-́vi, associate (?).
son of Jacob. Gen. 29:34.
avenges Dinah. Gen. 34:25; 49:5.

——See MATTHEW.

LEVIATHAN, le-vi-́a-than, a water
monster. Ps. 104:26.

LEVITES, le-́vites, descendants of Levi,
mentioned. Ex. 6:25; 32:26.

their service. Ex. 38:21.
appointed over the tabernacle. Num.

1:47.
their divisions, Gershonites, Kohathites,

Merarites. Num. 3.
duties of. Num. 3:23; 4; 8:23; 18.
their consecration. Num. 8:5.
inheritance of. Num. 35; Deut. 18;

Josh. 21.
not to be forsaken. Deut. 12:19; 14:27.
their genealogies. 1 Chr. 6; 9.
charged with the temple service. 1 Chr.

23–27.
twenty-four courses, instituted by

David, 1 Chr. 23:6; re-divided by
Ezra, Ezra 6:18.

their sin censured. Mal. 1:2; Ezek.
22:26.

LIBERTINES, lib-́ert-ines, freedmen. Acts
6:9.

LIBNAH, lib-́nah, whiteness. Num. 33:20.
subdued. Josh. 10:29; 21:13.
rebels. 2 Kin. 8:22.
attacked by Assyrians. 2 Kin. 19:8; Is.

37:8.

LIBYA, lib-́yah. Jer. 46:9; Ezek. 30:5; Dan.
11:43; Acts 2:10.

LINUS, li-́nus, flax. 2 Tim. 4:21.

LO-AMMI, lo-am-́i, not my people. Hos.
1:9.

LOIS, lo-́is. 2 Tim. 1:5.

LO-RUHAMAH, lo-ru-hah-́mah, not
having obtained mercy. Hos. 1:6.

LOT, veil. Gen. 11:27.
(Abram’s nephew), separates from

Abram. Gen. 13:10.
captured by four kings, and rescued by

Abram. Gen. 14.
entertains angel visitors. Gen. 19:1.
saved from Sodom. Gen. 19:16; 2 Pet.

2:7.
his wife turned into a pillar of salt. Gen.

19:26; Luke 17:28, 32.

LOTAN, lo-́tan, veiling. Gen. 36:20.

LUBIMS, loob-́ims, same as LEHABIM.
2 Chr. 12:3.

LUCAS, loo-́kas, same as LUKE. Phil. 24.

LUCIFER, loo-́sif-er, light-bearer. Is.
14:12.

LUCIUS, loosh-́yus, a noble (?).
of Cyrene, a teacher. Acts 13:1; Rom.

16:21.

LUKE, of or belonging to Lucania.
the beloved physician, companion of

Paul. Col. 4:14; 2 Tim. 4:11; Phil. 24
(Acts 16:12; 20:5).

LYCAONIA, li-́ka-o-́ni-ah. Acts 14:6.

LYCIA, lish-́yah. Acts 27:5.

LYDDA, lid-́ah, Greek form of LOD (?).
miracle at. Acts 9:32.

LYDIA, lid-́yah.
of Thyatira, piety of. Acts 16:14, 40.

LYSANIAS, li-sa-́ni-as, ending sorrow.
Luke 3:1.

LYSIAS, lis-́yas, a person of Lysia. Acts
23:26.

LYSTRA, lis-́trah. Acts 14:6.
miracle at. Acts 14:8.
Paul and Barnabas taken for gods at.

Acts 14:11.
Paul stoned at, by Jews. Acts 14:19.

MAACHAH, ma-́ak-ah, royal (?). 1 Kin.
2:39.

——queen, her idolatry. 1 Kin. 15:13;
2 Chr. 15:16.

MACEDONIA, mas-́ed-o-́ni-ah.
Paul’s mission there. Acts 16:9; 17.
liberality of. 2 Cor. 8; 9; 11:9; Phil.

4:15.
its churches. 1 & 2 Thess.

MACHPELAH, mak-pe-́lah, a doubling.
Gen. 23:9.

field of. Gen. 23.
patriarchs buried there. Gen. 23:19;

25:9; 35:29; 49:30; 50:12.
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MAGDALA, mag-́dal-ah, tower. Matt.
15:39.

MAGDALENE, mag-́dal-e-́ne, inhabitant
of Magdala. Matt. 27:56.

MAHANAIM, ma-́han-a-́im, two camps.
Gen. 32:2.

Jacob’s vision at. Gen. 32.
Ish-bosheth made king at. 2 Sam. 2:8.
David takes refuge from Absalom at.

2 Sam. 17:24.

MAHER-SHALAL-HASH-BAZ, ma-́her-
sha-́lal-hash-́baz, the spoil hastens,
the prey speeds. Is. 8:1.

MAHLON, mah-́lon, a sick person.
and Chilion die in Moab. Ruth 1:2.

MAKKEDAH, mak-́ed-ah, place of
shepherds (?). Josh. 10:10.

cave of, five kings hide in. Josh. 10:16.

MALACHI, mal-́ak-i, the messenger of
Jehovah.

deplores and reproves Israel’s
ingratitude. Mal. 1; 2.

foretells the Messiah and His
messenger. Mal. 3; 4.

MALCHAM, mal-́kam, their king. 1 Chr.
8:9.

MALCHUS, mal-́kus, Greek form of
Malluch. John 18:10.

wounded by Peter. John 18:10; Matt.
26:51; Mark 14:47.

healed by Jesus. Luke 22:51.

MAMMON, mam-́on, fulness.
worship of. Matt. 6:24; Luke 16:9.

MAMRE, mam-́re, fatness.
Abram dwells there. Gen. 13:18; 14;

18; 23:17; 35:27.

MANASSEH, ma-nas-́ay, one who causes
to forget.

firstborn son of Joseph. Gen. 41:51.
his blessing. Gen. 48.
his descendants numbered, &c. Num.

1:34; 26:29; Josh. 22:1; 1 Chr. 5:23;
7:14.

their inheritance. Num. 32:33; 34:14;
Josh. 13:29; 17.

incline to David’s cause. 1 Chr. 9:3;
12:19; 2 Chr. 15:9; 30:11.

——king of Judah, his reign. 2 Kin. 21;
2 Chr. 33.

MANASSES, ma-nas-́es, Greek form of
Manasseh. Matt. 1:10.

MANASSITES, ma-nas-́ites, members of
the tribe of Manasseh. Deut. 4:43.

MANOAH, ma-no-́ah, rest.
(father of Samson). Judg. 13; 16:31.

MARA, ma-́rah, sad. Ruth 1:20.

MARAH, ma-́rah, bitter.
bitter waters healed there. Ex. 15:23.

MARANATHA, ma-́ran-ah-́thah, our lord
cometh. 1 Cor. 16:22.

MARCUS, mar-́kus. Col. 4:10.

MARK, English form of Marcus.
EVANGELIST. Acts 12:12.
goes with Paul and Barnabas. Acts

12:25; 13:5.
leaves them at Perga. Acts 13:13.
contention about him. Acts 15:37.
approved by Paul. 2 Tim. 4:11.

MARS’ HILL, English of Areopagus. Acts
17:22.

MARTHA, mar-́thah, lady.
instructed by Christ. John 11:5, 21.
reproved by Him. Luke 10:38.

MARY, Greek form of Miriam. Matt. 1:16.
the VIRGIN, mother of Jesus, visited by

the angel Gabriel. Luke 1:26.
believes, and magnifies the Lord. Luke

1:38, 46; John 2:5.
Christ born of. Matt. 1:18; Luke 2.
witnesses the miracle at Cana. John 2:1.
desires to speak with Christ. Matt.

12:46; Mark 3:31; Luke 8:19.
commended to John by Christ at His

crucifixion. Matt. 27:56; John 19:25.

MARY MAGDALENE, Luke 8:2.
at the cross. Matt. 27:56; Mark 15:40;

John 19:25.
Christ appears first to. Matt. 28:1; Mark

16:1; Luke 24:10; John 20:1.

——sister of Lazarus, commended. Luke
10:42.

Christ’s love for. John 11:5, 33.
anoints Christ’s feet, John 12:3; (head),

Matt. 26:6; Mark 14:3.

MARYS, THE THREE, at the cross. John
19:25.

MASCHIL, mas-́kil, understanding. Ps.
53, title.

MASSAH, mas-́ah, temptation.
the rebellion at. Ex. 17:7; Deut. 9:22;

33:8.

MATTAN, mat-́an, a gift.
slain. 2 Kin. 11:18; 2 Chr. 23:17.

MATTHEW, English way of spelling
Mattathiah.

(Levi), APOSTLE and EVANGELIST, called.
Matt. 9:9; Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27.

sent out. Matt. 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke
6:15;—Acts 1:13.

MATTHIAS, math-i-́as, another Greek
form of Mattathias, apostle. Acts
1:23; 26.

MAZZAROTH, maz-́ar-oth, the signs of
the zodiac. Job 38:32.

MEDAD, me-́dad.
prophesies. Num. 11:26.

MEDES, inhabitants of Media. 2 Kin. 17:6.
capture Babylon (Is. 21:2). Dan. 5:28,

31.

MEDIA, me-́di-ah, Greek form of Madai.
Esth. 1:3.

Israel taken captive to. 2 Kin. 17:6;
18:11; Esth. 2:6.

Daniel’s prophecy of. Dan. 8:20.

MEGIDDO, me-gid-́o, place of troops.
Josh. 12:21; 17:11; Judg. 1:27; 5:19.

Ahaziah and Josiah slain there. 2 Kin.
9:27; 23:29; Zech. 12:11.

MEGIDDON, me-gid-́on, same as
preceding. Zech. 12:11.

MELCHIZEDEK, melk-iz-́ed-ek, king of
righteousness.

king of Salem, blesses Abram. Gen.
14:18.

his priesthood and Aaron’s. Ps. 110:4;
Heb. 5:6, 10; 6:20; 7:1.

MELITA, mel-́it-ah.
Paul shipwrecked near, and lands at,

Acts 28:1; received kindly by the
people, Acts 28:2; shakes off the
viper at, Acts 28:5; heals Publius’
father and others at, Acts 28.

MELZAR, mel-́zar, steward.
favours Daniel. Dan. 1:11.

MENAHEM, me-na-́hem, comforter.
king of Israel, his evil rule. 2 Kin.

15:14, 18.

MENE, me-́ne, numbered.

MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. Dan.
5:25–28.

MEPHIBOSHETH, mef-ib-́osh-eth,
destroying shame.

son of Jonathan, his lameness. 2 Sam.
4:4.

cherished by David. 2 Sam. 9:1.
slandered by Ziba. 2 Sam. 16:1; 19:24.
spared by David. 2 Sam. 21:7.

MERAB, me-́rab, increase.
Saul’s daughter. 1 Sam. 14:49; 18:17.
her five sons hanged by the Gibeonites.

2 Sam. 21:8.

MERARI, me-rah-́ri, bitter. Gen. 46:11.

MERARITES, descendants of Levi. Ex.
6:19; 1 Chr. 6:1; 23:21; 24:26.

their duties and dwellings. Num. 4:29;
7:8; 10:17; Josh. 21:7; 1 Chr. 6:63.

MERCURIUS, mer-ku-́ri-us.
Paul so called. Acts 14:12.

MERIBAH, me-ree-́bah, water of strife.
Israel rebels there. Ex. 17:7; Num.

20:13; 27:14; Deut. 32:51; 33:8; Ps.
81:7.

MERIB-BAAL, me-́rib-ba-́al, contender (?)
against Baal. 1 Chr. 8:34.

MERODACH, me-́ro-dak. Jer. 50:2.

MERODACH-BALADAN, me-́ro-dak-bal-́a-
dan, Merodach gives a son.

(or BERODACH) BALADAN, sends
messengers to Hezekiah. 2 Kin.
20:12; 2 Chr. 32:31; Is. 39;—Jer.
50:2.

MEROM, me-́rom, a high place.
waters of. Josh. 11:5.

MEROZ, me-́roz, refuge (?).
cursed. Judg. 5:23.
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MESHECH, me-́shek, tall (?).
son of Japheth. Gen. 10:2.
traders of. Ezek. 27:13; 32:26; 38:2;

39:1.

MESOPOTAMIA, mes-́o-pot-a-́mi-ah,
amidst the rivers. (Ur), country of the
two rivers.

Abram leaves. Gen. 11:31; 12:1; 24:4,
10. See Acts 2:9; 7:2.

king of, slain by Othniel. Judg. 3:8.

MESSIAH, mes-i-́ah, anointed (anointed;
CHRIST).

Prince, prophecy about. Dan. 9:25.

MESSIAS, mes-i-́as, Greek form of the
above. John 1:41; 4:25. See Is. 9:6.

METHUSELAH, me-thoo-́se-lah, man of
the dart (?). Gen. 5:21.

his great age. Gen. 5:27.

MICAH, mi-́kah, who (is) like unto
Jehovah? Judg. 17:1.

makes and worships idols. Judg. 17; 18.

——prophet (Jer. 26:18); denounces
Israel’s sin. Mic. 1–3; 6; 7.

predicts the Messiah. Mic. 4; 5; 7.

MICAIAH, mi-kai-́ah, fuller form of
Micah.

forewarns Ahab. 1 Kin. 22; 2 Chr. 18.

MICHAEL, mi-́ka-el, who (is) like unto
God? Dan. 10:13, 21; 12:1.

Archangel. Jude 9; Rev. 12:7.

MICHAL, mi-́kal, brook. 1 Sam. 14:49.
David’s wife. 1 Sam. 18:20.
given to another. 1 Sam. 25:44.
restored to David. 2 Sam. 3:13.
mocks his religious dancing, and is

rebuked. 2 Sam. 6:16, 20; 1 Chr.
15:29.

MIDIAN, mid-́yan, strife. Gen. 25:2.
sons of. Gen. 25:4.

——land of. Ex. 2:15. See 1 Kin. 11:18;
Is. 60:6; Hab. 3:7.

MIDIANITES, mid-́yan-ites, people of
Midian. Gen. 37:28.

their cities destroyed by Moses. Num.
31:1.

subdued by Gideon. Judg. 6–8. See Ps.
83:9; Is. 9:4; 10:26.

MILCAH, mil-́kah, counsel (?). Gen.
11:29; 22:20.

MILCOM, mil-́kom, same as MOLOCH.
false god. 1 Kin. 11:5, 33; 2 Kin. 23:13.

MILETUM, mi-le-́tum, improper form of
MILETUS. 2 Tim. 4:20.

MILETUS, mi-le-́tus.
Paul takes leave of elders at. Acts

20:15.
Trophimus left at. 2 Tim. 4:20.

MILLO, mil-́o, a mound.
house of. Judg. 9:6; 1 Sam. 5:9.

MIRIAM, mir-́yam, rebellion (?).
sister of Moses and Aaron. Ex. 15:20;

Num. 26:59.

song of. Ex. 15:20, 21.
murmurs against Moses. Num. 12:1, 2.
is smitten with leprosy, and shut out of

the camp. Num. 12:10, 15.
her death. Num. 20:1.

MITYLENE, mit-́il-e-́ne. Acts 20:14.

MIZPAH, miz-́pah (Gilead), a look out.
Jacob and Laban meet at. Gen. 31:49.
Jephthah at. Judg. 10:17; 11:11; 20:1.
Samuel at. 1 Sam. 7:5.

——(Moab). 1 Sam. 22:3.

MIZPEH, miz-́peh, watch-tower. Josh.
11:3.

MNASON, na-́son, an old disciple. Acts
21:16.

MOAB, mo-́ab, progeny of a father. Gen.
19:37.

his descendants, and territory. Deut.
2:9, 18; 34:5.

MOABITES, mo-́ab-ites, people of Moab.
Deut. 2:9.

excluded from the congregation. Deut.
23:3.

conquered by Ehud. Judg. 3:12; by
David. 2 Sam. 8:2; by Jehoshaphat
and Jehoram. 2 Kin. 1:1; 3.

their overthrow. 2 Chr. 20:23.
prophecies concerning. Ex. 15:15;

Num. 21:29; 24:17; Ps. 60:8; 83:6;
Is. 11:14; 15; 16; 25:10; Jer. 9:26;
25:21; 48; Ezek. 25:8; Amos 2:1;
Zeph. 2:8.

MOABITESS, mo-́ab-ite-ess, a lady of
Moab. Ruth 4:5.

MOLECH, mo-́lek, English form for
Moloch. Lev. 18:21; 20:2.

worship of. 1 Kin. 11:7; 2 Kin. 23:10;
Jer. 32:35; Amos 5:26; Acts 7:43.

MOLOCH, mo-́lok, king. Amos 5:26.

MORDECAI, mor-́dek-ai, worshipper of
Merodach (?). Esth. 2:5.

reveals conspiracy against king
Ahasuerus. Esth. 2:21.

is hated by Haman. Esth. 3:5.
honoured by the king. Esth. 6.
advanced. Esth. 8–10 (Ezra 2:2; Neh.

7:7).

MORIAH, mor-i-́ah, provided by Jehovah.
Gen. 22:2.

mount. Gen. 22.
David’s sacrifice there. 2 Sam. 24:18;

1 Chr. 21:18; 22:1.
temple built on. 2 Chr. 3:1.

MOSES, mo-́zes, saved from the water.
born, and hidden. Ex. 2 (Acts 7:20;

Heb. 11:23).
escapes to Midian. Ex. 2:15.
revelation from God. Ex. 3; confirmed

by signs. Ex. 4.
returns to Egypt. Ex. 4:20.
intercedes with Pharaoh for Israel. Ex.

5–12.
leads Israel forth. Ex. 14.

meets God in mount Sinai. Ex. 19:3
(24:18).

brings the law to the people. Ex. 19:25;
20–23; 34:10; 35:1; Lev. 1; Num. 5;
6; 15; 27–30; 36; Deut. 12–26.

instructed to build the tabernacle. Ex.
25–31; 35:40; Num. 4; 8–10; 18;
19.

his grief at Israel’s idolatry. Ex. 32:19.
his intercession. Ex. 32:11 (33:12).
again meets God in the mount. Ex.

34:2.
skin of his face shines. Ex. 34:29

(2 Cor. 3:7, 13).
sets apart Aaron. Lev. 8; 9.
numbers the people. Num. 1; 26.
sends out the spies to Canaan. Num.

13.
intercedes for the murmuring people.

Num. 14:13.
Korah’s sedition against. Num. 16.
for his unbelief suffered not to enter

Canaan. Num. 20:12; 27:12; Deut.
1:35; 3:23.

his government of Israel in the
wilderness. Num. 20; 21.

makes the brazen serpent. Num. 21:9
(John 3:14).

recounts Israel’s history, and exhorts to
obedience. Deut. 1; 3–12; 27–31.

his charge to Joshua. Deut. 3:28; 31:7,
23.

his death. Deut. 34:5; his body, Jude 9.
seen at Christ’s transfiguration. Matt.

17:3; Mark 9:4; Luke 9:30.
his meekness, Num. 12:3; dignity,

Deut. 34:10; faithfulness, Num. 12:7;
Heb. 3:2.

MUTH-LABBEN, mooth-́la-ben´, death to
the son (?). Ps. 9, title.

MYRA, mi-́rah, balsam. Acts 27:5.

MYSIA, mish-́yah. Acts 16:7.

NAAMAN, na-́am-an, pleasantness. 2 Kin.
5:1.

the Syrian, his anger. 2 Kin. 5:11.
his leprosy healed. 2 Kin. 5:14.
his request. 2 Kin. 5:17. See Luke 4:27.

NABAL, na-́bal, foolish. 1 Sam. 25:3.
conduct to David. 1 Sam. 25:10.
Abigail, intercedes for. 1 Sam. 25:18.
his death. 1 Sam. 25:38.

NABOTH, na-́both, fruits (?).
slain by Jezebel. 1 Kin. 21.
his murder avenged. 2 Kin. 9:21.

NADAB, na-́dab, liberal. Ex. 6:23.
son of Aaron, offers strange fire. Lev.

10:1, 2.

——king of Israel, slain by Baasha. 1 Kin.
14:20; 15:25, 28.

NAHASH, na-́hash, serpent.
the Ammonite, invades Jabesh-Gilead.

1 Sam. 11.

NAHOR, na-́hor. Gen. 11:22.
Abram’s brother. Gen. 11:26; 22:20;

24:10.
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NAHUM, na-́hoom, comforter.
vision of. Nah. 1:1-3.

NAIN, na-́in, pasture.
miracle at. Luke 7:11.

NAIOTH, nai-́oth, habitations. 1 Sam.
19:18.

school of prophets. 1 Sam. 19:23; 20:1.

NAOMI, na-́om-i, pleasant. Ruth 1:2.

NAPHTALI, naf-́tal-i, my wrestling.
son of Jacob. Gen. 30:8; 35:25; 46:24;

49:21; Deut. 33:23.

——tribe of, numbered. Num. 1:42;
10:27; 13:14; 26:48; Judg. 1:33.

subdue the Canaanites. Judg. 4:10;
5:18; 6:35; 7:23.

carried captive. 2 Kin. 15:29. See Is.
9:1; Matt. 4:13.

NARCISSUS, nar-sis-́us, benumbing.
household of. Rom. 16:11.

NATHAN, na-́than, gift.
the prophet. 2 Sam. 7.
shews David his sin. 2 Sam. 12:1.
anoints Solomon king. 1 Kin. 1:34;

1 Chr. 29:29; 2 Chr. 9:29.

——son of David. 2 Sam. 5:14; Zech.
12:12; Luke 3:31.

NATHANAEL, na-than-́a-el, gift of God.
‘Israelite indeed.’ John 1:45; 21:2.

NAZARENE, naz-́ar-een´, a native of
Nazareth. Acts 24:5.

NAZARETH, naz-́ar-eth, branch. Luke
1:26.

Jesus of. Matt. 2:23; 21:11; Luke 1:26;
2:39, 51; 4:16; John 1:45; 18:5; Acts
2:22; 3:6.

NAZARITE, naz-́ar-ite, one separated.
Num. 6:2.

NAZARITES, law of the. Num. 6.

NEAPOLIS, ne-a-́po-lis, new city. Acts
16:11.

NEBO, ne-́bo, a lofty place. Deut. 32:49.

NEBUCHADNEZZAR, neb-́u-kad-nez-́ar,
another way of spelling the following.
2 Kin. 24:1.

king of Babylon. Jer. 20; 21; 25; 27; 28;
32; 34; Ezek. 26:7; 29:19.

captures Jerusalem. 2 Kin. 24; 25;
2 Chr. 36; Jer. 37–39; 52; Dan. 1:1.

his dreams. Dan. 2; 4.
sets up the golden image. Dan. 3.
his madness. Dan. 4:33.
his restoration and confession. Dan.

4:34.

NEBUCHADREZZAR, neb-́u-kad-rez-́ar,
Nebo protect the landmark. Jer. 21:2.

NEBUZAR-ADAN, neb-́u-zar-́a-dan´, Nebo
gives posterity. 2 Kin. 25:8.

his care of Jeremiah. Jer. 39:11; 40:1.

NECHO, ne-́ko, conqueror (?). Jer. 46:2.

NECHOH, same as NECHO. 2 Kin.
23:29.

NEHEMIAH, ne-́hem-i-́ah, Jehovah
comforts.

his grief for Jerusalem. Neh. 1.
his prayer for. Neh. 1:5.
his visit to. Neh. 2:5, 9, 17.
his conduct at. Neh. 4–6; 8–10; 13.

NEHUSHTAN, ne-hoosh-́tan, brazen.
the brazen serpent of Moses,

idolatrously used by Israelites, so
called by Hezekiah, and destroyed by
him. 2 Kin. 18:4.

NERGAL, ner-́gal, lion. 2 Kin. 17:30.

NERGAL-SHAREZER, ner-́gal-shar-e-́zer,
Nergal protect the king. Jer. 39:3.

NETHINIMS, neth-́in-ims, the appointed.
1 Chr. 9:2; Ezra 2:43; 7:7, 24; 8:17;
Neh. 10:28.

NICANOR, ni-ka-́nor, one of the seven
deacons. Acts 6:5.

NICODEMUS, nik-́o-de-́mus, Pharisee and
ruler.

goes to Jesus by night. John 3:1.
takes His part. John 7:50.
assists at Christ’s burial. John 19:39.

NICOLAITANES, nik-́o-la-́it-ans, named
after Nicolas. Rev. 2:6.

NICOLAS, nik-́o-las. Acts 6:5.

NICOPOLIS, nik-o-́pol-is, city of victory.
Titus 3:12.

NIGER, ni-́ger, black. Acts 13:1.

NIMROD, nim-́rod, an inhabitant of
Marad (?). Gen. 10:8.

mighty hunter. Gen. 10:9.

NINEVEH, nin-́ev-ay, dwelling (?). Gen.
10:11.

Jonah’s mission to. Jon. 1:1; 3:2.
denounced by Jonah. Jon. 3:4.
repenting, is spared by God. Jon. 3:5-10

(Matt. 12:41; Luke 11:32).
the burden of. Nah. 1:1; 2; 3.

NINEVITES, nin-́ev-ites, inhabitants of
Nineveh. Luke 11:30.

NISAN, ni-́san, month. Neh. 2:1; Esth.
3:7.

NISROCH, nis-́rok, eagle (?). 2 Kin.
19:37; Is. 37:38.

NO, abode (?). Nah. 3:8.
multitude of, threatened. Jer. 46:25;

Ezek. 30:14.

NO AMON, no a-́mon, abode of Amon.
Jer. 46:25.

NOADIAH, no-́ad-i-́ah, whom Jehovah
meets. Neh. 6:14.

NOAH, no-́ah, (1) rest. Gen. 5:29. (2)
wandering. Num. 26:33.

son of Lamech. Gen. 5:29.
finds grace with God. Gen. 6:8.
ordered to build the ark. Gen. 6:14.
with his family and living creatures

enters into the ark. Gen. 7.
flood assuaging, goes forth. Gen. 8:18.

God blesses and makes a covenant with.
Gen. 9:1, 8.

is drunken, and mocked of Ham. Gen.
9:22.

his death. Gen. 9:29.

NOB, nobe, high place.
city of, David comes to, and eats

hallowed bread at. 1 Sam. 21:1.
smitten by Saul. 1 Sam. 22:19.

NOD, node, flight, wandering. Gen. 4:16.

NOE, no-́e, Greek form of Noah. Matt.
24:37.

NON, none, same as NUN. 1 Chr. 7:27.

NOPH, nofe, same as MEMPHIS.
city, warned. Is. 19:13; Jer. 2:16;

46:14; Ezek. 30:13.

NUN, noon, fish. Ex. 33:11.

NYMPHAS, nim-́fas, shortened form of
Nymphodorus. Col. 4:15.

OBADIAH, ob-́ad-i-́ah, worshipper of
Jehovah. Obad. 1.

prophet, his prediction. Obad. 17.

——Levite, porter in the temple. Neh.
12:25.

——sent by Ahab to find water. 1 Kin.
18:3.

meets Elijah. 1 Kin. 18:7.
how he hid a hundred prophets, 1 Kin.

18:4, 13.

OBED, o-́bed, worshipping (God.). Ruth
4:17.

OBED-EDOM, o-́bed-e-́dom, serving
Edom.

prospered while taking charge of the
ark. 2 Sam. 6:10; 1 Chr. 13:14;
15:18, 24; 16:5.

his sons. 1 Chr. 26:4, 5.

ODED, o-́ded, setting up (?).
prophet. 2 Chr. 15:1; 28:9.

OG, circle (?).
king of Bashan. Num. 21:33; Deut. 3:1;

Ps. 135:11; 136:20.

OLIVET, ol-́iv-et, place of olives.
(Olives) mount. 2 Sam. 15:30; Matt.

21:1; 24:3; Mark 11:1; 13:3; Luke
21:37; John 8:1; Acts 1:12.

OLYMPAS, o-limp-́as, bright (?). Rom.
16:15.

OMEGA, o-́meg-ah, great O. Rev. 1:8, 11;
21:6; 22:13.

OMRI, om-́ri, like a sheaf (?).
king of Israel. 1 Kin. 16:16, &c.; Mic.

6:16.

ON, the sun. Gen. 41:45.

ONESIMUS, o-ne-́sim-us, profitable. Col.
4:9; Philem. 10.

ONESIPHORUS, o-́nes-if-́or-us, bringing
profit. 2 Tim. 1:16.

OPHEL, o-́fel, a hill. 2 Chr. 27:3.
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OPHIR, o-́feer.
gold of. Gen. 10:29; 1 Kin. 9:28; 10:11;

22:48; 1 Chr. 29:4; 2 Chr. 8:18; Job
22:24; Ps. 45:9; Is. 13:12.

ORION, o-ri-́on. Job 9:9.

ORNAN, or-́nan (Araunah). 2 Sam. 24:16;
1 Chr. 21:15.

ORPAH, orp-́ah, hind (?). Ruth. 1:4.

OSEE, o-́zee, same as HOSEA. Rom. 9:25.

OSHEA, o-she-́ah, same as JOSHUA. Num.
13:8.

OTHNIEL, oth-́ni-el, powerful man of
God. Josh. 15:17; Judg. 1:13; 3:9.

OZIAS, o-zi-́as, Greek form of Uzziah.
Matt. 1:8.

PADAN-ARAM, pa-́dan-a-́ram, the plain of
Syria. Gen. 25:20; 28:2.

PAHATH-MOAB, pa-́hath-mo-́ab,
governor of Moab. Ezra 2:6.

PALESTINA, pal-́es-ti-́nah, land of
strangers (?).

predictions about. Ex. 15:14; Is. 14:29,
31.

PAMPHYLIA, pam-fil-́yah.
Paul preaches there. Acts 13:13; 14:24;

27:5.

PAPHOS, pa-́fos.
Paul at. Acts 13:6.
Elymas the sorcerer at. Acts 13:8.

PARAN, pa-́ran, cavernous.
mount. Gen. 21:21; Num. 10:12;

12:16; 13:26; Deut. 33:2; Hab. 3:3.

PARTHIANS, parth-́yans. Acts 2:9.

PASHUR, pash-́oor, prosperity round
about.

his cruelty to Jeremiah. Jer. 20.

PATARA, pat-́ar-ah. Acts 21:1.

PATHROS, path-́ros.
in Egypt. Is. 11:11; Jer. 44:1, 15; Ezek.

29:14; 30:14.

PATMOS, pat-́mos.
place of St. John’s exile. Rev. 1:9.

PAUL, or PAULUS, little. Acts 13:9.
as a persecutor. Acts 7:58; 8:1; 9:1;

22:4; 26:9; 1 Cor. 15:9; Gal. 1:13;
Phil. 3:6; 1 Tim. 1:13.

as a convert to the Gospel. Acts 9:3;
22:6; 26:12.

as a preacher. Acts 9:19, 29; 13:1, 4,
14; 17:18 (2 Cor. 11:32; Gal. 1:17).

stoned at Lystra. Acts 14:8, 19.
contends with Barnabas. Acts 15:36.
is persecuted at Philippi. Acts 16.
the Holy Ghost given by his hands to

John’s disciples at Ephesus. Acts
19:6.

restores Eutychus. Acts 20:10.
his charge to the elders of Ephesus, at

Miletus. Acts 20:17.

his return to Jerusalem, and persecution
there. Acts 21.

his defence before the people and the
council. Acts 22; 23.

before Felix, Acts 24; Festus, Acts 25;
and Agrippa, Acts 26.

appeals to Caesar at Rome. Acts 25.
his voyage and shipwreck. Acts 27.
miracles by, at Melita. Acts 28:3, 8.
at Rome, reasons with the Jews. Acts

28:17.
his love to the churches. Rom. 1:8; 15;

1 Cor. 1:4; 4:14; 2 Cor. 1; 2; 6; 7;
Phil. 1; Col. 1; 1 & 2 Thess.

his sufferings. 1 Cor. 4:9; 2 Cor. 11:23;
12:7; Phil. 1:12; 2 Tim. 3:11.

divine revelations to. 2 Cor. 12:1.
defends his apostleship. 1 Cor. 9;

2 Cor. 11; 12; 2 Tim. 3:10.
commends Timothy, &c. 1 Cor. 16:10;

Phil. 2:19; 1 Thess. 3:2.
commends Titus. 2 Cor. 7:13; 8:23.
blames Peter. Gal. 2:14.
pleads for Onesimus. Philem.
his epistles mentioned by St. Peter.

2 Pet. 3:15.

PEKAH, pe-́kah, open-eyed.
king of Israel. 2 Kin. 15:25.
his victory over Judah. 2 Chr. 28:6.
denounced in prophecy. Is. 7:1.

PEKAHIAH, pe-́kah-i-́ah, whose eyes
Jehovah opened.

king of Israel. 2 Kin. 15:22.

PENIEL, pe-nee-́el, the face of God.
scene of Jacob’s wrestling with an

angel. Gen. 32:30.
Gideon’s vengeance upon. Judg. 8:17.

PENINNAH, pe-nin-́ah, coral. 1 Sam. 1:2.
See HANNAH.

PENTECOST, pen-́te-kost, fiftieth.
(feast of weeks), how observed. Lev.

23:15; Deut. 16:9.
Holy Spirit given at. Acts 2.

PENUEL, pe-noo-́el, old form of Peniel.
Gen. 32:31.

PEOR, pe-́or, point.
(Baal), Num. 23:28; 25:3, 18; Josh.

22:17.

PEREZ, pe-́rez, breach. 1 Chr. 27:3.

PEREZ-UZZA, pe-́rez-uz-́ah, same as
following. 1 Chr. 13:11.

PEREZ-UZZAH, pe-́rez-uz-́ah, breach of
Uzzah. 2 Sam. 6:8.

PERGA, per-́gah.
visited by Paul. Acts 13:13; 14:25.

PERGAMOS, per-́ga-mos, citadel (?).
epistle to. Rev. 1:11; 2:12.

PERIZZITES, per-́iz-ites, belonging to a
village. Gen. 13:7; 15:20; 34:30;
Judg. 1:4; 2 Chr. 8:7.

PERSIA, per-́shah.
kingdom of. 2 Chr. 36:20; Esth. 1:3;

Ezek. 27:10; 38:5; Dan. 6.

prophecies concerning. Is. 21:2; Dan.
5:28; 8:20; 10:13; 11:2.

PERSIAN, per-́shan, belonging to Persia.
Dan. 6:28.

PERSIS, per-́sis, a Persian woman.
the beloved. Rom. 16:12.

PETER, pe-́ter, a stone. Matt. 16:18.
APOSTLE, called. Matt. 4:18; Mark 1:16;

Luke 5; John 1:35.
sent forth. Matt. 10:2; Mark 3:16; Luke

6:14.
tries to walk to Jesus on the sea. Matt.

14:29.
confesses Jesus to be the Christ. Matt.

16:16; Mark 8:29; Luke 9:20.
witnesses the transfiguration. Matt. 17;

Mark 9; Luke 9:28; 2 Pet. 1:16.
his self-confidence reproved. Luke

22:31; John 13:36.
thrice denies Christ. Matt. 26:69; Mark

14:66; Luke 22:57; John 18:17.
his repentance. Matt. 26:75; Mark

14:72; Luke 22:62.
the assembled disciples addressed by.

Acts 1:15.
the Jews preached to by. Acts 2:14;

3:12.
brought before the council. Acts 4.
condemns Ananias and Sapphira. 

Acts 5.
denounces Simon the sorcerer. Acts

8:18.
restores Aeneas and Tabitha. Acts 9:32,

40.
sent for by Cornelius. Acts 10.
instructed by a vision not to despise the

Gentiles. Acts 10:9.
imprisoned, and liberated by an angel.

Acts 12.
his decision about circumcision. Acts

15:7.
rebuked by Paul. Gal. 2:14.
bears witness to Paul’s teaching. 2 Pet.

3:15.
comforts the church, and exhorts to

holy living by his epistles. 1 & 2 Pet.
his martyrdom foretold by Christ. John

21:18; 2 Pet. 1:14.

PHARAOH, fa-́roh, the sun (title of rulers
of Egypt). Gen. 12:14; Ezek. 29:3.

Abram’s wife taken into house of. Gen.
12:15.

Pharaoh plagued because of her. Gen.
12:17.

——(patron of Joseph), his dreams, &c.
Gen. 40.

his hospitality to Joseph’s father and
brethren. Gen. 47.

——(oppressor of the Israelites). Ex. 1:8.
daughter preserves Moses. Ex. 2:5, 10;

Acts 7:21.
miracles performed before, and plagues

sent. Ex. 7–10.
grants Moses’ request. Ex. 12:31.
repenting, pursues Israel, and perishes

in the Red sea. Ex. 14 (Neh. 9:10; Ps.
135:9; 136:15; Rom. 9:17).
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——(father-in-law of Solomon). 1 Kin. 3:1.
shelters Hadad, Solomon’s adversary.

1 Kin. 11:19.

PHARAOH-HOPHRA, fa-́roh-hof-́rah,
Pharaoh the priest of the sun.

his fate predicted. Jer. 44:30. See Ezek.
30–32.

compared to a dragon. Ezek. 29:3.

PHARAOH-NECHO, fa-́roh-ne-́ko,
Pharaoh the lame.

slays Josiah. 2 Kin. 23:29; 2 Chr.
35:20.

his wars with Israel. 2 Kin. 23:33;
2 Chr. 36:3.

PHARISEES, far-́is-ees, the separated.
celebrated ones: Nicodemus, John 3:1;

Simon, Luke 7; Gamaliel, Acts 5:34;
Saul of Tarsus, Acts 23:6; 26:5; Phil.
3:5.

Christ entertained by. Luke 7:36;
11:37; 14:1.

Christ utters woes against. Matt. 23:13;
Luke 11:42.

Christ questioned by, about divorce,
Matt. 19:3; eating, Matt. 9:11; 15:1;
Mark 2:16; Luke 5:30; forgiveness of
sin, Luke 5:21; sabbath, Matt. 12:2,
10; fasting, Mark 2:18; tribute, Matt.
22:17.

deride Christ. Luke 16:14.
murmur against Christ. Matt. 9:34;

Luke 15:2.
denounced by Christ. Matt. 5:20; 16:6;

21:43; 23:2; Luke 11:39.
people cautioned against. Mark 8:15;

Luke 12:1.
seek a sign from Christ. Matt. 12:38;

16:1.
take counsel against Christ. Matt.

12:14; Mark 3:6.
Nicodemus remonstrates with. John

7:51.
cast out the man cured of blindness.

John 9:13.
dissensions about. John 9:16.
send officers to take Christ. John 7:32.
contend about circumcision. Acts 15:5.
their belief in the resurrection, &c. Acts

23:8.
and publican. Luke 18.

PHEBE, fe-́be, moon. Rom. 16:1.

PHENICE, fe-ni-́see, palm tree. Acts
11:19; 15:3; 27:12.

PHENICIA, fe-nish-́yah, land of palms.
Acts 21:2.

PHICHOL, fi-́kol, attentive (?). Gen.
21:22.

PHILADELPHIA, fil-́a-delf-́yah, brotherly
love.

church of, commended. Rev. 1:11; 3:7.

PHILEMON, fil-e-́mon, affectionate.
Paul’s letter to, concerning Onesimus.

Philem.

PHILETUS, fil-e-́tus, beloved. 2 Tim.
2:17.

PHILIP, fil-́ip, lover of horses.
APOSTLE, called. John 1:43.
sent forth. Matt. 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke

6:14; John 12:22; Acts 1:13.
remonstrated with by Christ. John 14:8.

——deacon, elected. Acts 6:5.
preaches in Samaria. Acts 8:5.
baptizes the eunuch. Acts 8:27.
his four virgin daughters prophesy. Acts

21:8.

——(brother of Herod). Matt. 14:3; Mark
6:17; Luke 3:1, 19.

PHILIPPI, fil-ip-́i, a town so called after
Philip of Macedon.

Paul persecuted at. Acts 16:12.
church at, commended and exhorted.

Phil. 1–4.

PHILIPPIANS, fil-ip-́yans, the people of
Philippi. Phil. 4:15.

PHILISTIA, fil-ist-́yah, the land of the
Philistines. Gen. 21:34; Ex. 13:17;
Josh. 13:2; 2 Kin. 8:2; Ps. 60:8.

PHILISTIM, fil-́ist-im, wanderers. Gen.
10:14.

PHILISTINES, fil-́ist-ines, same as
PHILISTIM. Gen. 21:34.

origin of. Gen. 10:14; 1 Chr. 1:12.
fill up Isaac’s wells. Gen. 26:15.
contend with Joshua. Josh. 13;

Shamgar, Judg. 3:31; Samson, Judg.
14–16; Samuel, 1 Sam. 4; 7;
Jonathan, 1 Sam. 14; Saul, 1 Sam. 17;
David, 1 Sam. 18.

their wars with Israel. 1 Sam. 4:1; 28;
29; 31; 2 Chr. 21:16.

mentioned. Ps. 60:8; 83:7; 87:4; 108:9;
Is. 2:6; 9:12; 11:14; Jer. 25:20.

their destruction predicted. Jer. 47;
Ezek. 25:15; Amos 1:8; Obad. 19;
Zeph. 2:5; Zech. 9:6.

PHILOLOGUS, fil-o-́log-us, talkative.
Julia, and all saints with them. Rom.

16:15.

PHINEHAS, fin-́e-as, serpent’s mouth. Ex.
6:25.

slays Zimri and Cozbi. Num. 25:7, 11;
Ps. 106:30.

sent against the Midianites, Reubenites,
and Benjamites. Num. 31:6; Josh.
22:13; Judg. 20:28.

——son of Eli, his sin and death. 1 Sam.
1:3; 2:22; 4:11.

PHRYGIA, frij-́yah. Acts 2:10; 16:6;
18:23.

PHYGELLUS, fi-gel-́us, little fugitive.
and Hermogenes turned away from

Paul. 2 Tim. 1:15.

PILATE, pi-́lat, armed with a javelin (?).
Matt. 27:2.

Pontius, governor of Judaea during our
Lord’s ministry, sufferings, and death.
Luke 3:1.

Christ delivered to, admonished by his
wife, examines Jesus, washes his

hands, but delivers Him to be
crucified. Matt. 27; Mark 15; Luke
23; John 18; 19.

grants request of Joseph of Arimathaea.
Matt. 27:57; Mark 15:42; Luke
23:50; John 19:38. See Acts 3:13;
4:27; 13:28; 1 Tim. 6:13.

PISGAH, piz-́gah, a part, boundary.
mount. Num. 21:20; 23:14; Deut. 3:27;

34:1.

PITHOM, pi-́thom.
(and Raamses), cities built by Israelites

in Egypt. Ex. 1:11.

PLEIADES, pli-́ad-ees, (coming at) the
sailing season (?). Job 9:9; 38:31;
Amos 5:8.

POCHERETH OF ZEBAIM, po-ke-́reth of
Ze-ba-́im, offspring of gazelles (?).
Ezra 2:57.

POLLUX, pol-́ux. Acts 28:11.

PONTIUS, pon-́shus, belonging to the sea.
Matt. 27:2. See PILATE.

PONTUS, pont-́us, sea. Acts 2:9.

PORCIUS FESTUS, por-́shus fest-́us. Acts
24:27.

POTIPHAR, pot-́i-far, belonging to the
sun. Gen. 37:36.

Joseph’s master. Gen. 39.

POTI-PHERAH, pot-́i-fer-́ah, same as
POTIPHAR. Gen. 41:45.

PRISCA, pris-́kah, ancient. 2 Tim. 4:19.

PRISCILLA, pris-il-́ah, diminutive of
PRISCA. Acts 18:2.

(and AQUILA). Acts 18; Rom. 16:3;
1 Cor. 16:19.

PTOLEMAIS, tol-́em-a-́is, city of Ptolemy.
Paul at. Acts 21:7.

PUBLIUS, pub-́li-us.
entertains Paul. Acts 28:7.

PUHITES, poo-́hites. 1 Chr. 2:53.

PUL, pool, (1) a short name for Tiglath-
Pileser (?). 2 Kin. 15:19. (2) son (?).
Is. 66:19.

king of Assyria. 1 Chr 5:26.

PUNITES, poon-́ites, descendants of Pua.
Num. 26:23.

PUR, poor, a lot. Esth. 3:7.

PURIM, poor-́im, lots. Esth. 9:26.
feast of. Esth. 9:20.

PUTEOLI, poo-te-́o-li, wells.
(Pozzuoli), seaport of Italy. Acts 28:13.

QUARTUS, kwart-́us, the fourth. Rom.
16:23.

RAAMSES, ra-am-́ses, son of the sun. Ex.
1:11.

RABBAH, rab-́ah, capital city. Josh. 13:25.
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city. 2 Sam. 11; 12:26; Jer. 49:2; Ezek.
21:20; 25:5; Amos 1:14.

RABBI, rab-́i, master. Matt. 23:7, 8; John
1:38; 3:2.

RABBONI, rab-o-́ni, my master.
title addressed to Christ by Mary. John

20:16.

RAB-MAG, rab-́mag, most exalted. Jer.
39:3.

RAB-SARIS, rab-́sar-is, chief eunuch.
2 Kin. 18:17.

RAB-SHAKEH, rab-́sha-kay, chief of the
cupbearers. 2 Kin. 18:17.

reviles Hezekiah. 2 Kin. 18:19; 19:1; Is.
36:4.

RACHEL, ra-́chel, ewe. Gen. 29:6.
(Rahel) and Jacob. Gen. 29:10, 28; 30;

31:4, 19, 34; 35:16.

RAHAB, ra-́hab, (1) broad. Josh. 2:1. (2)
violence. Ps. 87:4.

the harlot. Josh. 2; 6:22. See Matt. 1:5;
Heb. 11:31; James 2:25.

——(EGYPT). Ps. 87:4; 89:10; Is. 51:9.

RAMAH, ra-́mah, high place. Josh. 18:25;
Judg. 4:5; 1 Sam. 1:19; 7:17; 8:4;
19:18; 25:1; Jer. 31:15.

RAMESES, ra-́me-sees, same as
RAAMSES. Gen. 47:11.

RAMOTH-GILEAD, ra-́moth gil-́yad,
heights of Gilead. Deut. 4:43; 1 Kin.
4:13, 22; 2 Kin. 8:28; 9:1; 2 Chr. 18;
22:5.

REBECCA, Greek form of Rebekah. Rom.
9:10.

REBEKAH, re-bek-́ah, a noose.
history of. Gen. 22:23; 24:15, 67; 27:6,

42; 49:31; Rom. 9:10.

RECHAB, re-́kab, horseman. 2 Kin.
10:15.

RECHABITES, re-́kab-ites, descendants of
Rechab. Jer. 35:2.

REHOBOAM, re-́hob-o-́am, who enlarges
the people. 1 Kin. 11:43.

king of Judah. 1 Kin. 11; 12; 14; 2 Chr.
9–12.

REPHAIM, re-fa-́m, giants. 2 Sam. 5:18.

REPHAIMS, re-fa-́ims, same as REPHAIM.
Gen. 14:5.

REPHIDIM, re-fee-́dim, supports.
Amalek subdued there by Joshua. Ex.

17.

REUBEN, roo-́ben, behold a son (?).
son of Jacob. Gen. 29; 30; 35; 37; 42;

49; 1 Chr. 5:1.

REUBENITES, roo-́ben-ites, descendants
of Reuben.

their number and possessions. Num. 1;
2; 26; 32; Deut. 3:12; Josh. 13:15;
1 Chr. 5:18.

dealings of Moses and Joshua with.
Num. 32; Deut. 33; Josh. 1; 22.

go into captivity. 1 Chr. 5:26 (Rev. 7:5).

REUEL, roo-́el, friend of God. 1 Chr. 9:8.

REZIN, re-́zin, firm.
king of Syria. 2 Kin. 15:37; 16:5, 9; Is.

7:1.

REZON, re-́zon, lean.
of Damascus. 1 Kin. 11:23.

RHEGIUM, re-́ji-um. Acts 28:13.

RHODA, ro-́dah, a rose. Acts 12:13.

RHODES, rodes.
island of. Acts 21:1.

RIBLAH, rib-́lah, fertility. Num. 34:11.
in Syria. 2 Kin. 23:33; 25:6; Jer. 39:5;

52:9.

RIMMON, rim-́on, (1) pomegranate,
2 Sam. 4:2; (2) idol, 2 Kin. 5:18.

RIMMON-PAREZ, rim-́on-pa-́rez,
pomegranate of the breach. Num.
33:19.

ROBOAM, rob-o-́am, Greek form of
Rehoboam. Matt. 1:7.

ROMANS, ro-́mans, men of Rome. John
11:48.

St. Paul’s teaching to. See Epistle to
Romans, also FAITH, WORKS,
RIGHTEOUSNESS.

ROME, strength (?).
strangers of, at Pentecost. Acts 2:10.
Jews ordered to depart from. Acts 18:2.
Paul preaches there. Acts 28.

RUFUS, roo-́fus, red. Mark 15:21.
(chosen in the Lord). Rom. 16:13.

RUHAMAH, roo-hah-́mah,
compassionated. Hos. 2:1.

RUTH, rooth, friendship (?). Ruth 1:4.
story of. Ruth 1–4.
Christ descended from, Matt. 1:5.

SABEANS, sab-e-́ans, people of Seba. Job
1:15; Is. 45:14.

SADDUCEES, sad-́u-sees (named from
ZADOK, founder of the sect).

their controversies with Christ, Matt.
16:1; 22:23; Mark 12:18; Luke
20:27; with the apostles, Acts 4:1;
with Paul, Acts 23:6.

their doctrines. Matt. 22:23; Mark
12:18; Acts 23:8.

SALEM, sa-́lem, perfect. Gen. 14:18; Heb.
7:1.

SALMONE, sal-mo-́ne. Acts 27:7.

SALOME, sal-o-́me, perfect. Mark 15:40;
16:1.

SAMARIA, sa-ma-́ri-ah, Greek equivalent
of Shomron which means guard.

(city of). 1 Kin. 16:24; 20:1; 2 Kin.
6:24.

——(region of), visited by Christ. Luke
17:11; John 4.

gospel preached there. Acts 8.

SAMARITAN, sa-mar-́it-an.
parable of the good. Luke 10:33.
miracle performed on. Luke 17:16.

SAMARITANS, sa-mar-́it-ans, inhabitants
of Samaria. 2 Kin. 17:29.

SAMOTHRACIA, sa-́mo-thra-́shah. Acts
16:11.

SAMSON, sam-́son, like the sun. Judg.
13–16.

delivered up to Philistines. Judg. 16:21.
his death. Judg. 16:30.

SAMUEL, sam-́u-el, name of God, or,
heard of God. 1 Sam. 1:20.

born, and presented to the Lord. 1 Sam.
1:19, 26.

ministers to the Lord. 1 Sam. 3.
the Lord speaks to. 1 Sam. 3:11.
judges Israel. 1 Sam. 7; 8:1; Acts 13:20.
anoints Saul king. 1 Sam. 10:1.
rebukes Saul for sin. 1 Sam. 13:13;

15:16.
anoints David. 1 Sam. 16; 19:18.
his death. 1 Sam. 25:1; 28:3.
his spirit consulted by Saul. 1 Sam.

28:12.
as a prophet. Ps. 99:6; Acts 3:24; Heb.

11:32.

SANBALLAT, san-bal-́at, Sin (the moon)
giveth life (?). Neh. 2:10; 4; 6:2;
13:28.

SAPPHIRA, saf-i-́rah, beautiful. Acts 5:1.

SARA, sa-́rah, Greek form of Sarah. Heb.
11:11.

SARAH, sa-́rah, princess. Gen. 17:15.
(Sarai). Gen. 11; 12; 20:2. See

ABRAHAM.
her death and burial. Gen. 23 (Heb.

11:11; 1 Pet. 3:6).

SARAI, sa-́rai, contentious (?). Gen.
11:29.

SARDIS, sard-́is.
church of. Rev. 1:11; 3:1.

SARDITES, sard-́ites, descendants of
Sered. Num. 26:26.

SARGON, sar-́gon, [God] appoints the
king. Is. 20:1.

SATAN, sa-́tan, adversary. 1 Chr. 21:1.

SAUL, asked for. 1 Sam. 9:2.
king of Israel, his parentage, anointing

by Samuel, prophesying, and
acknowledgment as king. 1 Sam. 9;
10.

his disobedience, and rejection by God.
1 Sam. 14:31; 15.

possessed by an evil spirit, quieted by
David. 1 Sam. 16:14, 15, 23.

favours David, 1 Sam. 18:5; seeks to kill
him, 1 Sam. 18:10; pursues him,
1 Sam. 20; 23; 24; 26.
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slays priests for succouring David.
1 Sam. 22:9.

enquires of the witch of En-dor. 1 Sam.
28:7.

his ruin and suicide. 1 Sam. 28:15; 31;
1 Chr. 10.

his posterity. 1 Chr. 8:33.

——of Tarsus. See PAUL.

SCEVA, se-́vah, left-handed. Acts 19:14.

SEIR, se-́ir, hairy.
mount, Edom, land of Esau. Gen. 14:6;

32:3; 36:8, 20; Deut. 33:2; Josh.
24:4; Is. 21:11; Ezek. 25:8.

predictions about. Num. 24:18; Ezek.
35:2.

SELAH, se-́lah, forte (?), a musical
direction, pause. Ps. 3:2; 4:2; 24:6;
39:5, 11; 46:3; 48:8; 50:6; Hab. 3:3,
9, 12, &c.

SELEUCIA, se-loo-́shah, called after
Seleucus.

apostles at. Acts 13:4.

SENNACHERIB, sen-ak-́er-ib, Sin (the
moon) multiplies brethren. 2 Kin.
18:13; 2 Chr. 32; Is. 36:37.

SERGIUS, ser-́ji-us. Acts 13:7.

SETH, substitute.
son of Adam. Gen. 4:25; 5:3.

SHADDAI, shad-́ai, Almighty. Num. 1:6.

SHADRACH, shad-́rak. Dan. 1:7.
Meshach, and Abed-nego, their faith

and sufferings, and deliverance. Dan.
1; 3.

SHALLUM, shal-́oom, retribution. 2 Kin.
15:10; 22:14; 2 Chr. 34:22; Jer.
22:11.

SHALMAN, shal-́man, shortened form of
following. Hos. 10:14.

SHALMANESER, shal-́man-e-́zer,
Shalman be propitious. 2 Kin. 17:3.

carries ten tribes captive. 2 Kin. 17;
18:9.

SHAMGAR, sham-́gar, destroyer (?).
judges Israel. Judg. 3:31; 5:6.

SHAMMA, sham-́ah, desert. 1 Chr. 7:37.

SHAMMAH, sham-́ah, same as SHAMMA.
Gen. 36:13.

his valour. 2 Sam. 23:11.

SHAPHAN, sha-́fan, coney.
repairs the temple. 2 Kin. 22:3; 2 Chr.

34:8.

SHARON, sha-́ron, plain. 1 Chr. 27:29.
rose of. Song 2:1.

SHEALTIEL, she-al-́ti-el, I asked from
God. Ezra 3:2.

SHEAR-JASHUB, she-́ar-ja-́shoob, the
remnant shall return. Is. 7:3.

SHEBA, she-́bah, an oath. Gen. 25:3;
2 Sam. 20:1; Job 6:19; Ps. 72:10; Jer.
6:20; Ezek. 27:22; 38:13.

queen of. 1 Kin. 10; 2 Chr. 9; Matt.
12:42.

——(Benjamite) revolts. 2 Sam. 20.

SHEBNA, sheb-́nah, youth (?).
the scribe. 2 Kin. 18:18; 19:2; Is.

22:15; 36:3; 37:2.

SHECHEM, she-́kem, back, shoulder.
Gen. 34:2.

the Hivite. Gen. 34.

——city of. Josh. 17:7; Ps. 60:6.
charge of Joshua at. Josh. 24.
its treachery and penalty. Judg. 9:1, 41.

SHELAH, she-́lah, petition.
son of Judah. Gen. 38:5.

SHEM, name. Gen. 5:32; 9:26; 10:21;
11:10; 1 Chr. 1:17.

SHEMAIAH, she-mai-́ah, Jehovah has
heard.

prophet. 1 Kin. 12:22; 2 Chr. 11:2;
12:5 (Jer. 29:24).

SHESHACH, she-́shak, a name for Babel.
Jer. 25:26; 51:41.

SHESHBAZZAR, shesh-baz-́ar. Ezra 1:8;
5:14.

SHETHAR-BOZNAI, she-́thar-boz-́nai,
bright star. Ezra 5:3.

and Tatnai oppose rebuilding of temple.
Ezra 5:6.

SHIBBOLETH, shib-́ol-eth, an ear of corn,
or a flood. Judg. 12:6.

SHIGGAION, shig-ai-́on, irregular. Ps. 7,
title.

SHIGIONOTH, shig-́i-o-́noth. Hab. 3:1.

SHILOH, shi-́lo, rest, Messiah. Gen.
49:10.

——site of tabernacle. Josh. 18:1; Judg.
21:19; 1 Sam. 1:3; 2:14; 3:21; Ps.
78:60; Jer. 7:12; 26:6.

SHIMEI, shim-́e-i, my fame. Num. 3:18.
curses David. 2 Sam. 16:5.
slain by Solomon. 1 Kin. 2:36.

SHISHAK, shi-́shak, illustrious. 1 Kin.
11:40.

invades and spoils Jerusalem. 1 Kin.
14:25; 2 Chr. 12.

SHOSHANNIM-EDUTH, sho-shan-́im-e-
´dooth, lilies a testimony. Ps. 80,
title.

SHULAMITE, shoo-́lam-ite, same as
SHELOMITH. Song 6:13.

SHUMATHITES, shoo-́math-ites, people
of Shumah. 1 Chr. 2:53.

SHUNAMMITE, shoon-́am-ite, an
inhabitant of Shunem. 1 Kin. 1:3.

SHUNEM, shoon-́em, two resting-places.
Josh. 19:18; 1 Sam. 28:4; 2 Kin. 4:8.

SHUSHAN, shoo-́shan.
city, Artaxerxes at. Neh. 1:1; Esth. 2:8;

3:15.

SHUSHAN-EDUTH, sh.-e-́dooth, lily of
the testimony. Ps. 60, title.

SIBBOLETH, sib-́o-leth, same as
SHIBBOLETH. Judg. 12:6.

SIDON, si-́don, fishing.
son of Canaan. Gen. 10:15.

——(Zidon), city of. Josh. 19:28; 1 Kin.
5:6; Acts 27:3.

SIDONIANS, si-do-́ni-ans, persons living
in Sidon. Deut. 3:9.

SIHON, si-́hon, brush.
king of the Amorites. Num. 21:21;

Deut. 1:4; 2:26; Ps. 135:11; 136:19.

SILAS, si-́las, shortened form of Silvanus.
Acts 15:22; 16:19; 17:4. See 2 Cor.
1:19; 1 Thess. 1:1; 1 Pet. 5:12.

SILOAM, si-lo-́am, same as SHILOAH.
John 9:7.

SILVANUS, sil-vane-́us, of the forest.
2 Cor. 1:19.

SIMEON, sim-́e-on, same as SHIMEON.
son of Jacob. Gen. 29:33; 34:7, 25;

42:24.
his descendants. Gen. 46:10; Ex. 6:15;

Num. 1:22; 26:12; 1 Chr. 4:24;
12:25.

prophecy concerning. Gen. 49:5.

——blesses Christ. Luke 2:25.

SIMON, si-́mon, same as preceding.
brother of Christ. Matt. 13:55; Mark

6:3.

——(Zelotes), APOSTLE. Matt. 10:4; Mark
3:18; Luke 6:15.

——(Pharisee), reproved. Luke 7:36.

——(leper). Matt. 26:6; Mark 14:3.

——(of Cyrene), bears the cross of Jesus.
Matt. 27:32; Mark 15:21; Luke
23:26.

——(a tanner), Peter’s vision in his house.
Acts 9:43; 10:6.

——(a sorcerer), baptized. Acts 8:9;
rebuked by Peter. Acts 8:18.

——PETER. See PETER.

SIN, clay. Ex. 16:1.
(Zin), wilderness of. Ex. 16; Num.

13:21; 20; 27:14.

SINA, si-́nah, Greek form of Sinai. Acts
7:30.

SINAI, si-́nai, pointed. Ex. 19:1.
mount. Deut. 33:2; Judg. 5:5; Ps. 68:8,

17; Gal. 4:24.

SINIM, sin-́im. Chinese (?). Is. 49:12.

SINITE, sin-́ite. Gen. 10:17.

SION, si-́on, (1) lifted up, Deut. 4:48; (2)
Greek name for Mount Zion, Matt.
21:5.

SIRION, sir-́i-on, a coat of mail.
mount. Deut. 8:9; Ps. 29:6.
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SISERA, si-́ser-ah, binding in chains (?).
Judg. 4:2, 21; 5:24; 1 Sam. 12:9; Ps.
83:9.

SITNAH, sit-́nah, contention. Gen. 26:21.

SMYRNA, smir-́nah, myrrh. Rev. 1:11.

SO, Hebrew form of Egyptian word
Sevech. 2 Kin. 17:4.

SODOM, sod-́om, burning. Gen. 10:19.
its iniquity and destruction. Gen.

13:13; 18:20; 19:4-24; Deut. 23:17;
1 Kin. 14:24.

Lot’s deliverance from. Gen. 19.
a warning. Deut. 29:23; 32:32; Is. 1:9;

13:19; Lam. 4:6; Matt. 10:15; Luke
17:29; Jude 7; Rev. 11:8.

SODOMA, sod-́om-ah, Greek form of the
preceding. Rom. 9:29.

SODOMITES, sod-́om-ites, persons who
were as wicked as the men of Sodom.
1 Kin. 15:12.

SOLOMON, sol-́om-on, peaceable. 2 Sam.
5:14.

king of Israel. 2 Sam. 12:24; 1 Kin. 1;
2:24; 1 Chr. 28:9; 29.

asks of God wisdom. 1 Kin. 3:5 (4:29);
2 Chr. 1:7.

the wise judgment of. 1 Kin. 3:16.
his league with Hiram for building the

temple. 1 Kin. 5; 2 Chr. 2.
builds the temple (2 Sam. 7:12; 1 Chr.

17:11); 1 Kin. 6; 7; 2 Chr. 3–5; the
dedication, 1 Kin. 8; 2 Chr. 6.

God’s covenant with. 1 Kin. 9; 2 Chr.
7:12.

the queen of Sheba visits. 1 Kin. 10;
2 Chr. 9; Matt. 6:29; 12:42.

David’s prayer for. Ps. 72.
his idolatry, rebuke, and death. 1 Kin.

11:1, 9, 14, 31, 41; 2 Chr. 9:29;
Neh. 13:26.

his Proverbs and Canticles. Prov. 1:1;
Eccl. 1:1; Song 1:1.

SON OF GOD. See CHRIST.

SON OF MAN. See CHRIST.

SOPATER, so-́pa-ter. Acts 20:4.

SOSTHENES, sos-́then-ees. Acts 18:17.

SPAIN. Rom. 15:24.

STEPHANAS, ste-́fan-as, crowned. 1 Cor.
1:16.

STEPHEN, ste-́ven, English form of
Stephanas.

deacon and protomartyr. Acts 6:5, 8;
7:58.

STOICKS, sto-́ics, philosophers whose
founder taught in a famous porch or
Stoa. Acts 17:18.

SUCCOTH, sook-́oth, booths.
(Canaan). Gen. 33:17; Josh. 13:27;

1 Kin. 7:46; Ps. 60:6.
punished by Gideon. Judg. 8:5, 16.

——(in Egypt). Ex. 12:37; 13:20.

SUCHATHITES, sook-́ath-ites. 1 Chr.
2:55.

SUKKIIMS, sook-́i-ims, nomads. 2 Chr.
12:3.

SUSANCHITES, soo-́sank-ites, inhabitants
of Susa or Susinak. Ezra. 4:9.

SUSANNA, su-san-́ah, lily. Luke 8:3.

SYCHAR, si-́kar, drunken (?). John 4:5.

SYCHEM, si-́kem, Greek form of
Shechem. Acts 7:16.

SYNTYCHE, sin-́ty-kee, fortunate. Phil.
4:2.

SYRACUSE, si-́ra-kuse. Acts 28:12.

SYRIA, sir-́yah. Judg. 10:6.

SYRIAN, sir-́yan, inhabitant of Syria. Gen.
25:20.

SYRIANS, sir-́yans. Gen. 25:20; Deut.
26:5.

subdued by David. 2 Sam. 8; 10.
contend with Israel. 1 Kin. 10:29;

11:25; 20; 22; 2 Kin. 6:24; 7; 8:13;
13:7; 16:6; 2 Chr. 18.

employed to punish Joash. 2 Chr. 24:23
See 2 Chr. 28:23; Is. 7:2; Ezek.
27:16; Hos. 12:12; Amos 1:5.

gospel preached to. Matt. 4:24; Acts
15:23; 18:18; Gal. 1:21.

SYROPHENICIAN, si-́ro-fee-nish-́yan,
Phenician living in Syria. Mark 7:26.

TABITHA, tab-́ith-ah, gazelle. Acts 9:36.

TABOR, ta-́bor, height. Josh. 19:22.
(mount). Judg. 4:14. See Judg. 8:18;

1 Sam. 10:3; Ps. 89:12; Jer. 46:18;
Hos. 5:1.

TABRIMON, tab-́rim-on, Rimmon is good.
1 Kin. 15:18.

TADMOR, tad-́mor, city of palms (?).
(Palmyra), built by Solomon. 1 Kin.

9:18.

TAMAR, ta-́mar, a palm tree. Gen. 38:6.

TAMMUZ, tam-́ooz, son of life (?).
women weeping for. Ezek. 8:14.

TARPELITES, tar-́pel-ites, people of
Tarpel. Ezra 4:9.

TARSHISH, tar-́shish. Gen. 10:4; 1 Kin.
10:22; 2 Chr. 9:21; 20:36; Jer. 10:9;
Ezek. 27:12; 38:13.

Jonah going there. Jon. 1:3.
prophecies concerning. Ps. 48:7; 72:10;

Is. 2:16; 23; 60:9; 66:19.

TARSUS, tar-́sus, city of the apostle Paul.
Acts 9:11; 11:25; 21:39.

TARTAN, tar-́tan, military chief. 2 Kin.
18:17.

TATNAI, tat-́nai, gift (?).
and Shethar-boznai hinder the

rebuilding of the temple. Ezra 5:3;
6:13.

TEKOA, te-ko-́ah, sound of trumpet
(1 Chr. 2:24; 4:5).

widow of. 2 Sam. 14 (Jer. 6:1).

TEMAN, te-́man, on the right hand. Gen.
36:11; Jer. 49:7, 20; Ezek. 25:13;
Amos 1:12; Obad. 9; Hab. 3:3.

TEMANI, te-́man-i, descendants of
Teman. Gen. 36:34.

TEMANITE, te-́man-ite, same as
preceding. Job 2:11.

TERAPHIM, ter-́af-im, nourishers.
of Laban. Gen. 31:34.
of Micah. Judg. 17:5; 18:14.
of Michal. 1 Sam. 19:13.

TERTIUS, ter-́shus, the third. Rom. 16:22.

TERTULLUS, ter-tul-́us (dim. of
TERTIUS). Acts 24:1.

TETRARCH, tet-́rark, ruler of a fourth
part of a country. Matt. 14:1.

THADDAEUS, thad-e-́us, Greek form of
Theudas. Matt. 10:3.

THEBEZ, the-́bez, brightness.
Abimelech wounded at. Judg. 9:50.

THEOPHILUS, the-o-́fil-us, loved of God.
Luke 1:3.

THESSALONICA, thes-́al-on-i-́kah.
Paul at. Acts 17.
church there instructed. 1 & 2 Thess.

THEUDAS, thoo-́das, praise (?). Acts 5:36.

THOMAS, tom-́as, a twin.
APOSTLE. Matt. 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke

6:15; Acts 1:13.
his zeal. John 11:16.
his unbelief and confession. John 20:24.

THUMMIM, thoom-́im, truth (?).
on high priest’s breastplate. Ex. 28:30;

Lev. 8:8; Deut. 33:8; Ezra 2:63; Neh.
7:65.

THYATIRA, thi-́at-i-́rah (Acts 16:14).
angel of. Rev. 1:11; 2:18.

TIBERIAS, ti-be-́ri-as, a place named after
Tiberius. John 6:1.

TIBERIUS, ti-be-́ri-us. Luke 3:1.

TIBNI, tib-́ni, made of straw (?). 1 Kin.
16:21.

TIGLATH-PILESER, tig-́lath-pil-e-́zer, the
son of the temple of Sarra is a ground
of confidence (?).

(Tilgath-pilneser, 1 Chr. 5:6, 26), 2 Kin.
15:29; 16:7; 2 Chr. 28:20.

TILGATH-PILNESER, til-́gath-pil-ne-́ser,
same as TIGLATH-PILESER. 1 Chr.
5:6.

TIMAEUS, ti-me-́us, polluted (?). Mark
10:46.

TIMNATH-SERAH, tim-́nath-se-́rah,
portion of the remainder. Josh.
19:50.

Joshua buried there. Josh. 24:30.
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TIMOTHEUS, ti-mo-́the-us, honouring
God. Acts 16:1.

TIMOTHY, tim-́oth-y, English form of the
above.

accompanies Paul. Acts 16:3; 17:14,
15; Rom. 16:21; 2 Cor. 1:1, 19.

commended. 1 Cor. 16:10; Phil. 2:19.
instructed in letters by Paul. 1 & 2 Tim.

TIRHAKAH, tir-hah-́kah, distance (?).
Sennacherib’s war with. 2 Kin. 19:9.

TIRZAH, tir-́zah, pleasantness. Num.
26:33; 1 Kin. 14:17; 15:21; 16:8,
15; 2 Kin. 15:16; Song 6:4 (Josh.
12:24).

TISHBITE, tish-́bite, inhabitant of Tishbe.
1 Kin. 17:1.

TITUS, ti-́tus, protected. Gal. 2:3.
Paul’s love for. 2 Cor. 2:13; 7:6, 13.
instructed by Paul. Titus 1–3.

TOBIAH, tob-i-́ah, Jehovah is good. Ezra
2:60.

the Ammonite, vexes the Jews. Neh.
4:3; 6:1, 12, 14; 13:4.

TROAS, tro-́as, so called from Tros.
visited by Paul. Acts 16:8; 20:5; 2 Cor.

2:12; 2 Tim. 4:13.

TROGYLLIUM, tro-gil-́yum. Acts 20:15.

TROPHIMUS, trof-́im-us, master of the
house (?).

companion of Paul. Acts 20:4; 21:29;
2 Tim. 4:20.

TUBAL, too-́bal, production (?). Gen.
10:2; Is. 66:19; Ezek. 27:13; 32:26;
38; 39.

TUBAL-CAIN, too-́bal-kane´, producer of
weapons (?). Gen. 4:22.

TYCHICUS, tik-́ik-us, fortuitous.
companion of Paul. Acts 20:4; 2 Tim.

4:12; Titus 3:12.
commended. Eph. 6:21; Col. 4:7.

TYRANNUS, ti-ran-́us, tyrant. Acts 19:9.

TYRE, tire, rock. Josh. 19:29.
its wealth. Ezek. 27.
fall. Ezek. 26:7.
Christ visits coasts of. Matt. 15:21.
Paul lands at. Acts 21:3.

URIAH, oo-ri-́ah, light of Jehovah.
the HITTITE. 2 Sam. 11; 1 Kin. 15:5;

Matt. 1:6.

URIJAH, oo-́ri-jah, same as URIAH.
(priest). 2 Kin. 16:10, 16.

——(prophet). Jer. 26:20.

URIM, oo-́rim, light. Ex. 28:30. See
THUMMIM.

UZZAH, a form of Uzza.

his trespass. 2 Sam. 6:3.
his death. 1 Chr. 13:7.

UZZIAH, ooz-i-́ah, might of Jehovah.
2 Kin. 15:13. See AZARIAH.

VASHTI, vash-́ti, beautiful. Esth. 1:9.

ZACCHAEUS, zak-e-́us, Greek form of
Zaccai. Luke 19:2.

ZACHARIAH, zak-́ar-i-́ah, whom Jehovah
remembers.

last king of Israel of Jehu’s race, as
foretold by the word of the Lord,
begins to reign. 2 Kin. 14:29.

smitten by Shallum, who succeeds him.
2 Kin. 15:10.

ZACHARIAS, zak-́ar-i-́as, Greek form of
preceding.

father of John the Baptist, with
Elisabeth his wife, accounted
righteous before God. Luke 1:6.

is promised a son. Luke 1:13.
doubting, is stricken with dumbness.

Luke 1:18, 22.
his recovery and song. Luke 1:64, 68.

——‘son of Barachias’, slain ‘between the
temple and the altar’. Matt. 23:35;
Luke 11:51. See ZECHARIAH.

ZADOK, za-́dok, just.
priest. 2 Sam. 8:17; 15:24; 20:25.
anoints Solomon king. 1 Kin. 1:39.

ZALMUNNA, zal-moon-́ah, shelter
denied. Judg. 8:5.

ZAREPHATH, zar-́ef-ath, workshop for
refining metals.

(Sarepta), Elijah there. 1 Kin. 17:10.
See ELIJAH.

ZEBAH, ze-́bah, sacrifice.
and Zalmunna. Judg. 8:5, 21; Ps. 83:11.

ZEBEDEE, zeb-́ed-ee. Matt. 4:21; Mark
1:20.

ZEBULONITE, ze-bool-́on-ite, a member
of the tribe of Zebulun. Judg. 12:11.

ZEBULUN, ze-bool-́un. Gen. 30:20;
35:23; 49:13; Num. 1:30; 26:26;
Deut. 33:13; Josh. 19:10; Judg. 4:6;
5:14, 18; 6:35; 2 Chr. 30:11, 18; Ps.
68:27; Ezek. 48:26; Rev. 7:8.

Christ preaches in the land of (Is. 9:1);
Matt. 4:13.

ZECHARIAH, zek-́ar-i-́ah, a better way of
spelling Zachariah.

son of Jehoiada, stoned in the court of
the Lord’s house. 2 Chr. 24:20, 21.

——son of Jeberechiah. Is. 8:2.

——the prophet, his exhortations to
repentance, his visions and
predictions. Zech. 1–14.

ZEDEKIAH, zed-́ek-i-́ah, justice of
Jehovah.

false prophet. 1 Kin. 22:11; 2 Chr.
18:10, 23.

——another. Jer. 29:22.

——(Mattaniah), king of Judah. 2 Kin.
24:17; 25; 2 Chr. 36:10, 11; Jer. 37;
38; 39; 52.

ZEPHANIAH, zef-́an-i-́ah, whom Jehovah
hid. 2 Kin. 25:18.

priest. Jer. 29:25; 37:3.

——prophet. Zeph. 1; 2; 3.

ZERUBBABEL, ze-roob-́ab-el, scattered in
Babylon.

(Zorobabel), prince of Judah. Ezra 2:2.
restores the worship of God. Ezra 3:1;

Neh. 12:47; Hag. 1:1, 14; 2:1; Zech.
4:6.

ZIDON, zi-́don, fishing. Gen. 49:13; Josh.
11:8; Judg. 10:6; 18:7; 1 Kin. 11:1;
Ezra 3:7; Luke 4:26; Acts 12:20.

prophecies concerning. Is. 23; Jer.
25:22; 27:3; 47:4; Ezek. 27:8;
28:21; 32:30; Joel 3:4; Zech. 9:2.

ZIDONIANS, zi-done-́yans, inhabitants of
Zidon. Judg. 10:12; 18:7; 1 Kin.
11:1.

ZIKLAG, zik-́lag. Josh. 15:31; 1 Sam.
27:6; 30:1; 2 Sam. 1:1; 1 Chr. 12:1.

ZIN, thorn.
wilderness of. Num. 13:21; Josh. 15:1.

ZION, zi-́on, sunny.
(mount). 2 Sam. 5:7; 1 Kin. 8:1; Rom.

11:26; Heb. 12:22; Rev. 14:1.

ZIPPORAH, zip-or-́ah, bird. Ex. 2:21;
4:20.

ZOAR, zo-́ar, smallness. Gen. 13:10;
14:2; 19:22 (Is. 15:5); Deut. 34:3;
Jer. 48:34.

ZOBAH, zo-́bah, a plantation.
kings of, subdued. 1 Sam. 14:47;

2 Sam. 8:3; 1 Kin. 11:23.

ZOPHAR, zo-́far, chatterer. Job. 2:11; 11;
20; 42:9.

ZORAH, zo-́rah, a place of hornets.
city of Samson. Josh. 19:41; Judg. 13:2,

25; 16:31.

ZOROBABEL, zo-rob-́ab-el, Greek form of
Zerubbabel. Matt. 1:12.

ZURISHADDAI, zoor-́i-shad-́ai, whose
Almighty is the Rock. Num. 1:6.

ZUZIMS, zooz-́ims, giants. Gen. 14:5.
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AARON
Ancestry and family of, Ex 6:16–20, 23
Helper and prophet to Moses, Ex

4:13–31; 7:1, 2
Appears before Pharaoh, Ex 5:1–4
Performs miracles, Ex 7:9, 10, 19, 20
Supports Moses’ hands, Ex 17:10–12
Ascends Mt. Sinai; sees God’s glory, Ex

19:24; 24:1, 9, 10
Judges Israel in Moses’ absence, Ex

24:14
Chosen by God as priest, Ex 28:1
Consecrated, Ex 29; Lev 8
Duties prescribed, Ex 30:7–10
Tolerates Israel’s idolatry, Ex 32
Priestly ministry begins, Lev 9
Sons offer profane fire; Aaron’s humble

response, Lev 10
Conspires against Moses, Num 12:1–16
Rebelled against by Korah, Num 16
Intercedes to stop plague, Num

16:45–48
Rod buds to confirm his authority, Num

17:1–10
With Moses, fails at Meribah, Num

20:1–13
Dies; son succeeds him as priest, Num

20:23–29
His priesthood compared:

with Melchizedek’s, Heb 7:11–19
with Christ’s, Heb 9:6–15, 23–28

ABADDON
Angel of the bottomless pit, Rev 9:11

ABASED
I know how to be a  . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:12

ABBA
And He said, “A  . . . . . . . . . .Mark 14:36
by whom we cry out, “A  . . . . .Rom 8:15
crying out, “A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 4:6

ABED-NEGO
Name given to Azariah, a Hebrew

captive, Dan 1:7
Appointed by Nebuchadnezzar, Dan

2:49
Refuses to serve idols; cast into furnace

but delivered, Dan 3:12–30

ABEL
Adam’s second son, Gen 4:2
His offering accepted, Gen 4:4
Murdered by Cain, Gen 4:8
His sacrifice offered by faith, Heb 11:4

ABEL BETH MAACHAH
Captured by Tiglath-Pileser, 2 Kin

15:29
Refuge of Sheba; saved from

destruction, 2 Sam 20:14–22
Seized by Ben-Hadad, 1 Kin 15:20

ABHOR
My soul shall not a  . . . . . . . . .Lev 26:11
Therefore I a myself  . . . . . . . . . .Job 42:6
nations will a him  . . . . . . . . .Prov 24:24

a the pride of Jacob . . . . . . . . . .Amos 6:8
A what is evil . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 12:9

ABHORRED
a His own inheritance  . . . . . . .Ps 106:40
he who is a by the  . . . . . . . . .Prov 22:14
and their soul also a . . . . . . . . .Zech 11:8

ABHORRENCE
They shall be an a  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 66:24

ABHORRENT
you have made us a . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 5:21

ABHORS
So that his life a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 33:20

ABIATHAR
A priest who escapes Saul at Nob,

1 Sam 22:20–23
Becomes high priest under David,

1 Sam 23:6, 9–12
Remains faithful to David, 2 Sam

15:24–29
Informs David about Ahithophel, 2 Sam

15:34–36
Supports Adonijah’s usurpation, 1 Kin

1:7, 9, 25
Deposed by Solomon, 1 Kin 2:26, 27,

35

ABIDE
nor a in its paths  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 24:13
LORD, who may a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 15:1
He shall a before God  . . . . . . . . .Ps 61:7
the Most High shall a . . . . . . . . . .Ps 91:1
“If you a in My word  . . . . . . . .John 8:31
And a slave does not a  . . . . . . .John 8:35
Helper, that He may a  . . . . . .John 14:16
A in Me and I in you  . . . . . . . .John 15:4
If you a in Me  . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 15:7
a in My love  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 15:9
And now a faith  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:13
does the love of God a . . . . . .1 John 3:17
by this we know that we a  . .1 John 4:13

ABIDES
even He who a from of old . . . . .Ps 55:19
He who a in Me . . . . . . . . . . . .John 15:5
lives and a forever . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:23
will of God a forever  . . . . . . .1 John 2:17

ABIDING
not have His word a  . . . . . . . . .John 5:38
has eternal life a  . . . . . . . . . .1 John 3:15

ABIEZRITES
Relatives of Gideon; rally to his call,

Judg 6:11, 24, 34

ABIGAIL
Wise wife of foolish Nabal, 1 Sam 25:3
Appeases David and becomes his wife,

1 Sam 25:14–42
Mother of Chileab, 2 Sam 3:3

ABIHU
Second son of Aaron, Ex 6:23
Offers profane fire and dies, Lev 10:1–7

ABIJAH
Samuel’s second son; follows corrupt

ways, 1 Sam 8:2, 3
—Descendant of Aaron; head of an office

of priests, 1 Chr 24:3, 10
Zechariah belongs to division of, Luke

1:5
—Son of Jeroboam I, 1 Kin 14:1–18
—Another name for King Abijam, 2 Chr

11:20

ABIJAM (or Abijah)
King of Judah, 1 Kin 14:31
Follows the sins of his father, 1 Kin

15:1–7
Defeats Jeroboam and takes cities,

2 Chr 13:13–20

ABILITY
who had a to serve  . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 1:4
according to his own a  . . . . . .Matt 25:15
and beyond their a  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 8:3
a which God supplies  . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:11

ABIMELECH
King of Gerar; takes Sarah in ignorance,

Gen 20:1–18
Makes treaty with Abraham, Gen

21:22–34
—A second king of Gerar; sends Isaac

away, Gen 26:1–16
Makes treaty with Isaac, Gen 26:17–33

—Gideon’s son by a concubine, Judg 8:31
Conspires to become king, Judg 9

ABINADAB
A man of Kirjath Jearim in whose house

the ark was kept, 1 Sam 7:1, 2
—The second of Jesse’s eight sons, 1 Sam

16:8
Serves in Saul’s army, 1 Sam 17:13

—A son of Saul slain at Mt. Gilboa, 1 Sam
31:1–8

Bones of, buried by men of Jabesh,
1 Chr 10:1–12

ABIRAM
Reubenite who conspired against

Moses, Num 16:1–50

ABISHAG
A Shunammite employed as David’s

nurse, 1 Kin 1:1–4, 15
Witnessed David’s choice of Solomon as

successor, 1 Kin 1:15–31
Adonijah slain for desiring to marry her,

1 Kin 2:13–25

ABISHAI
David’s nephew; joins Joab in

bloodrevenge against Abner, 2 Sam
2:18–24

Loyal to David during Absalom’s and
Sheba’s rebellion, 2 Sam 16:9–12;
20:1–6, 10

Rebuked by David, 2 Sam 16:9–12;
19:21–23

C O N C O R D A N C E
The Concordance includes proper names and significant topics, defined by phrases and scripture references. Occasionally, a
keyword applies to more than one Bible person, place, or topic. This is the case with “Abijah,” for whom the Concordance lists four
different persons by that name. The second, third, and following occurrences are distinguished by the dash (“—”).



His exploits, 2 Sam 21:16, 17; 23:18;
1 Chr 18:12, 13

ABLE
you are a to number  . . . . . . . . .Gen 15:5
shall give as he is a  . . . . . . . .Deut 16:17
For who is a to judge  . . . . . . . .1 Kin 3:9
“The LORD is a  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Chr 25:9
Who then is a to stand  . . . . . . .Job 41:10
God whom we serve is a . . . . . .Dan 3:17
God is a to raise up  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 3:9
believe that I am a  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 9:28
fear Him who is a  . . . . . . . . .Matt 10:28
Are you a to drink the  . . . . . .Matt 20:22
beyond what you are a  . . . . .1 Cor 10:13
And God is a to make  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 9:8
may be a to comprehend . . . . . .Eph 3:18
persuaded that He is a  . . . . . .2 Tim 1:12
learning and never a  . . . . . . . .2 Tim 3:7
being tempted, He is a  . . . . . . .Heb 2:18
that God was a to  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:19
to Him who is a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 24
has come, and who is a  . . . . . . .Rev 6:17

ABNER
Saul’s cousin; commander of his army,

1 Sam 14:50, 51
Rebuked by David, 1 Sam 26:5, 14–16
Supports Ishbosheth; defeated by

David’s men; kills Asahel, 2 Sam
2:8–32

Makes covenant with David, 2 Sam
3:6–21

Killed by Joab; mourned by David,
2 Sam 3:22–39

ABODE
but left their own a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 6

ABOLISHED
your works may be a  . . . . . . . . .Ezek 6:6
having a in His flesh  . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:15
Christ, who has a . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 1:10

ABOMINABLE
not make yourselves a  . . . . . . .Lev 11:43
They have done a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 14:1
your grave like an a  . . . . . . . . . .Is 14:19
Oh, do not do this a  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 44:4
they deny Him, being a  . . . . . .Titus 1:16
and a idolatries  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:3
unbelieving, a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:8

ABOMINATION
every shepherd is an a  . . . . . .Gen 46:34
If we sacrifice the a . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 8:26
You have made me an a  . . . . . . . .Ps 88:8
yes, seven are an a  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 6:16
wickedness is an a  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 8:7
Dishonest scales are an a  . . . . .Prov 11:1
the scoffer is an a  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 24:9
prayer is an a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 28:9
An unjust man is an a  . . . . . .Prov 29:27
incense is an a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:13
and place there the a  . . . . . . .Dan 11:31
the a of desolation  . . . . . . . . .Dan 12:11
the ‘a of desolation,’  . . . . . . .Matt 24:15
among men is an a  . . . . . . . .Luke 16:15

ABOMINATIONS
to follow the a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 18:9
delights in their a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 66:3
will put away your a  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 4:1
your harlotry, your a  . . . . . . . . .Jer 13:27
will see greater a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 8:6
a which they commit  . . . . . . . .Ezek 8:17
you, throw away the a  . . . . . . .Ezek 20:7

show her all her a  . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 22:2
a golden cup full of a  . . . . . . . . .Rev 17:4
of the a of the earth . . . . . . . . . .Rev 17:5

ABOUND
lawlessness will a  . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:12
the offense might a  . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:20
sin that grace may a  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:1
thanksgiving to a  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 4:15
to make all grace a  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 9:8
and I know how to a  . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:12
that you should a . . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 4:1
things are yours and a  . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:8

ABOUNDED
But where sin a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:20

ABOUNDING
and a in mercy  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 103:8
immovable, always a  . . . . . .1 Cor 15:58

ABOVE
that is in heaven a  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 20:4
“He sent from a . . . . . . . . . .2 Sam 22:17
A it stood seraphim  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 6:2
nor a servant a his master  . . .Matt 10:24
He who comes from a  . . . . . . .John 3:31
I am from a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 8:23
been given you from a  . . . . . .John 19:11
who is a all  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:6
the name which is a  . . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:9
things which are a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 3:1
perfect gift is from a  . . . . . . . .James 1:17

ABRAHAM
Ancestry and family, Gen 11:26–31
Receives God’s call; enters Canaan, Gen

12:1–6
Promised Canaan by God; pitched tent

near Bethel, Gen 12:7, 8
Deceives Egyptians concerning Sarai,

Gen 12:11–20
Separates from Lot; inherits Canaan,

Gen 13
Rescues Lot from captivity, Gen

14:11–16
Gives a tithe to Melchizedek; refuses

spoil, Gen 14:18–24
Covenant renewed; promised a son,

Gen 15
Takes Hagar as concubine; Ishmael

born, Gen 16
Name changed from Abram;

circumcision commanded, Gen 17
Entertains Lord and angels, Gen

18:1–15
Intercedes for Sodom, Gen 18:16–33
Deceives Abimelech concerning Sarah,

Gen 20
Birth of Isaac, Gen 21:1–7
Sends Hagar and Ishmael away, Gen

21:9–14
Offers Isaac in obedience to God, Gen

22:1–19
Finds wife for Isaac, Gen 24
Marries Keturah; fathers other children;

dies, Gen 25:1–10
Friend of God, 2 Chr 20:7
Justified by faith, Rom 4:1–12
Father of true believers, Rom 4:11–25
In the line of faith, Heb 11:8–10
Eternal home of, in heaven, Luke

16:19–25

ABRAM
See ABRAHAM

ABSALOM
Son of David, 2 Sam 3:3
Kills Amnon for raping Tamar; flees

from David, 2 Sam 13:20–39
Returns through Joab’s intrigue;

reconciled to David, 2 Sam 14
Attempts to usurp throne, 2 Sam

15:1—18:8
Caught and killed by Joab, 2 Sam

18:9–18
Mourned by David, 2 Sam 18:19—19:8

ABSENT
For I indeed, as a  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 5:3
in the body we are a . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:6

ABSTAIN
we write to them to a  . . . . . . .Acts 15:20
A from every form . . . . . . . .1 Thess 5:22
and commanding to a . . . . . . . .1 Tim 4:3
a from fleshly lusts  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:11

ABUNDANCE
is the sound of a  . . . . . . . . . .1 Kin 18:41
workmen with you in a  . . . .1 Chr 22:15
and a of peace  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 72:7
eyes bulge with a . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:7
nor he who loves a  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 5:10
delight itself in a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 55:2
For out of the a  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 12:34
put in out of their a . . . . . . . .Mark 12:44
not consist in the a  . . . . . . . .Luke 12:15
of affliction the a  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 8:2
above measure by the a  . . . . .2 Cor 12:7
rich through the a  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 18:3
ABUNDANT
Longsuffering and a  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 86:15
slow to anger and a  . . . . . . . . . . .Jon 4:2
in labors more a  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:23
Lord was exceedingly a  . . . . .1 Tim 1:14
a mercy has begotten  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:3

ABUNDANTLY
a satisfied with the  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 36:8
may have it more a  . . . . . . . .John 10:10
to do exceedingly a  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 3:20
to show more a to the . . . . . . . .Heb 6:17

ACACIA GROVE
Spies sent from, Josh 2:1
Israel’s last camp before crossing the

Jordan, Josh 3:1

ACCEPT
For I will a him  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 42:8
a your burnt sacrifice . . . . . . . . . .Ps 20:3
offering, I will not a  . . . . . . . . .Jer 14:12
Should I a this from . . . . . . . . . .Mal 1:13

ACCEPTABLE
sought to find a . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 12:10
a time I have heard  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 49:8
proclaim the a year . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 61:2
proclaim the a year  . . . . . . . . .Luke 4:19
is that good and a . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 12:2
finding out what is a  . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:10
For this is good and a  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:3
spiritual sacrifices a . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:5
ACCEPTABLY
we may serve God a  . . . . . . . .Heb 12:28

ACCEPTED
Behold, now is the a . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 6:2
by which He made us a  . . . . . . . .Eph 1:6

ACCESS
we have a by faith  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:2
we have boldness and a . . . . . . .Eph 3:12
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ACCOMPLISHED
today the LORD has a  . . . . . .1 Sam 11:13
A desire a is sweet to  . . . . . . .Prov 13:19
must still be a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 22:37
all things were now a . . . . . . .John 19:28

ACCORD
and Israel with one a  . . . . . . . . .Josh 9:2
serve Him with one a  . . . . . . . .Zeph 3:9
continued with one a  . . . . . . . .Acts 1:14
daily with one a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 2:46
what a has Christ with  . . . . . .2 Cor 6:15
love, being of one a . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:2

ACCOUNT
they will give a  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 12:36
The former a I made . . . . . . . . . .Acts 1:1
each of us shall give a . . . . . . .Rom 14:12
put that on my a  . . . . . . . . . . .Philem 18
those who must give a  . . . . . .Heb 13:17

ACCOUNTED
and He a it to him  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 15:6
And that was a to him  . . . . . . .Ps 106:31
his faith is a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 4:5
a as sheep for the . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:36
and it was a to him  . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:6
and it was a to him  . . . . . . . .James 2:23

ACCURSED
he who is hanged is a  . . . . . .Deut 21:23
regarding the a things . . . . . . . . .Josh 7:1
years old shall be a  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 65:20
not know the law is a . . . . . . . .John 7:49
that I myself were a  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 9:3
calls Jesus a, and no one  . . . . .1 Cor 12:3
let him be a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 1:8

ACCUSATION
they wrote an a against . . . . . . . .Ezra 4:6
over His head the a  . . . . . . . .Matt 27:37
they might find an a  . . . . . . . . .Luke 6:7
Do not receive an a  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:19
not bring a reviling a . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:11

ACCUSE
anyone or a falsely . . . . . . . . . .Luke 3:14
they began to a Him  . . . . . . . .Luke 23:2
think that I shall a  . . . . . . . . . .John 5:45

ACCUSED
forward and a the Jews  . . . . . . . .Dan 3:8
while He was being a . . . . . . .Matt 27:12

ACCUSER
a of our brethren . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 12:10

ACCUSING
their thoughts a or else  . . . . . .Rom 2:15

ACHAIA
Visited by Paul, Acts 18:1, 12
Apollos preaches in, Acts 18:24–28
Gospel proclaimed throughout, 1 Thess

1:7, 8

ACHAN (or Achar)
Sin of, caused Israel’s defeat, Josh

7:1–15
Stoned to death, Josh 7:16–25
Sin of, recalled, Josh 22:20
Also called Achar, 1 Chr 2:7

ACHISH
A king of Gath, 1 Sam 21:10–15
David seeks refuge with, 1 Sam

27:1–12
Forced by Philistine lords to expel

David, 1 Sam 29:1–11

Receives Shimei’s servants, 1 Kin 2:39,
40

ACHOR, VALLEY OF
Site of Achan’s stoning, Josh 7:24–26
On Judah’s boundary, Josh 15:7
Promises concerning, Is 65:10

ACHSAH
A daughter of Caleb, 1 Chr 2:49
Given to Othniel, Josh 15:16–19
Given springs of water, Judg 1:12–15

ACKNOWLEDGE
did he a his brothers  . . . . . . . .Deut 33:9
a my transgressions  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 51:3
in all your ways a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:6
and Israel does not a . . . . . . . . . .Is 63:16
a your iniquity  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 3:13
let him a that the things  . . . .1 Cor 14:37

ACKNOWLEDGED
of Israel, and God a them  . . . . . .Ex 2:25
a my sin to You  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 32:5

ACKNOWLEDGES
there is no one who a  . . . . . . . .Ps 142:4
he who a the Son has  . . . . . .1 John 2:23

ACQUAINT
a yourself with Him  . . . . . . . . .Job 22:21

ACQUAINTANCES
You have put away my a  . . . . . . .Ps 88:8
All my a watched for . . . . . . . . .Jer 20:10
But all His a . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 23:49

ACQUAINTED
and are a with all my ways . . . . .Ps 139:3
a Man of sorrows and a  . . . . . . . .Is 53:3

ACQUIT
at all a the wicked  . . . . . . . . . . .Nah 1:3

ACT
seen every great a  . . . . . . . . . .Deut 11:7
is time for You to a  . . . . . . . .Ps 119:126
His a, His unusual a  . . . . . . . . . .Is 28:21
in the very a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 8:4

ACTIONS
by Him a are weighed  . . . . . . .1 Sam 2:3

ACTS
LORD, the righteous a  . . . . . . . .Judg 5:11
His a to the children  . . . . . . . . .Ps 103:7
declare Your mighty a  . . . . . . . .Ps 145:4
of Your awesome a  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 145:6

ADAM
Creation of, Gen 1:26, 27; 2:7
Given dominion over the earth, Gen

1:28–30
Given a wife, Gen 2:18–25
Temptation, fall, and exile from Eden,

Gen 3
Children of, Gen 4:1, 2; 5:3, 4
Transgression results in sin and death,

Rom 5:12–14
—Last or second Adam, an appellation of

Christ, Rom 5:14, 15; 1 Cor
15:20–24, 45–48

ADD
You shall not a . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 4:2
Do not a to His words  . . . . . . .Prov 30:6

ADDED
things shall be a . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:33
And the Lord a to the  . . . . . . . .Acts 2:47
many people were a  . . . . . . . .Acts 11:24
It was a because of . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:19

ADMINISTERS
a justice for the  . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 10:18

ADMONISH
also to a one another  . . . . . . .Rom 15:14
a him as a brother  . . . . . . . .2 Thess 3:15

ADMONISHED
further, my son, be a  . . . . . . .Eccl 12:12
Angel of the LORD a  . . . . . . . . . .Zech 3:6

ADMONISHING
a one another in  . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 3:16

ADMONITION
were written for our a  . . . . .1 Cor 10:11
in the training and a  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:4

ADONIJAH
David’s fourth son, 2 Sam 3:2, 4
Attempts to usurp throne, 1 Kin 1:5–53
Desires Abishag as wife, 1 Kin 2:13–18
Executed by Solomon, 1 Kin 2:19–25

ADONI-ZEDEK
An Amorite king of Jerusalem, Josh

10:1–5
Defeated and slain by Joshua, Josh

10:6–27

ADONIRAM (or Adoram)
Official under David, Solomon, and

Rehoboam, 2 Sam 20:24; 1 Kin 5:14;
12:18

Stoned by angry Israelites, 1 Kin 12:18
Called Hadoram, 2 Chr 10:18

ADOPTION
the Spirit of a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:15
waiting for the a  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:23
to whom pertain the a  . . . . . . . .Rom 9:4
we might receive the a  . . . . . . . .Gal 4:5
a as sons by Jesus  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 1:5

ADORN
a the monuments . . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:29
also, that the women a . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:9

ADORNED
By His Spirit He a . . . . . . . . . . .Job 26:13
You shall again be a  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 31:4
temple, how it was a  . . . . . . . .Luke 21:5
also a themselves  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:5
prepared as a bride a  . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:2

ADRIFT
A among the dead  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 88:5

ADULTERER
the a and the adulteress . . . . . .Lev 20:10
The eye of the a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 24:15

ADULTERERS
the land is full of a  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 23:10
nor idolaters, nor a . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:9
a God will judge  . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 13:4
A and adulteresses  . . . . . . . . . .James 4:4

ADULTERIES
I have seen your a  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 13:27
her sight, and her a  . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 2:2
evil thoughts, a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 7:21

ADULTEROUS
evil and a generation  . . . . . . .Matt 12:39

ADULTERY
You shall not commit a  . . . . . . .Ex 20:14
Whoever commits a  . . . . . . . . .Prov 6:32
Israel had committed a  . . . . . . . . .Jer 3:8
already committed a  . . . . . . . .Matt 5:28
is divorced commits a  . . . . . . .Matt 5:32
another commits a  . . . . . . . .Mark 10:11

ACCOMPLISHED 1830 ADULTERY



a woman caught in a  . . . . . . . . .John 8:3
those who commit a  . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:22

ADVANTAGE
a will it be to You . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 35:3
man has no a over  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 3:19
a that I go away  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 16:7
What a then has the . . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:1
Satan should take a . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 2:11
no one should take a  . . . . . . .1 Thess 4:6
people to gain a . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 16

ADVERSARIES
The a of the LORD  . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 2:10
rid Myself of My a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:24
a will not be able . . . . . . . . . .Luke 21:15
and there are many a  . . . . . . .1 Cor 16:9
terrified by your a  . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:28
will devour the a  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:27

ADVERSARY
in the way as an a  . . . . . . . . .Num 22:22
battle he become our a  . . . . .1 Sam 29:4
how long will the a  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 74:10
a has spread his hand  . . . . . . . .Lam 1:10
Agree with your a  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:25
justice for me from my a  . . . . .Luke 18:3
opportunity to the a  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:14
your a the devil walks  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:8

ADVERSITIES
you from all your a  . . . . . . .1 Sam 10:19
known my soul in a  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 31:7

ADVERSITY
them with every a  . . . . . . . . .2 Chr 15:6
I shall never be in a  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 10:6
from the days of a  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 94:13
brother is born for a  . . . . . . . .Prov 17:17
faint in the day of a  . . . . . . . .Prov 24:10
the day of a consider . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:14
you the bread of a  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 30:20

ADVICE
And blessed is your a  . . . . . .1 Sam 25:33
in this I give my a  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 8:10

ADVOCATE
we have an A with the  . . . . . .1 John 2:1

AFAR
and worship from a  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 24:1
sons shall come from a  . . . . . . . . .Is 60:4
and not a God a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 23:23
and saw Abraham a  . . . . . . . .Luke 16:23
to all who are a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 2:39
to you who were a  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:17
but having seen them a . . . . . .Heb 11:13

AFFAIRS
he will guide his a  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 112:5
I may hear of your a  . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:27
himself with the a  . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:4

AFFECTION
to his wife the a  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:3
for you all with the a . . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:8
if any a and mercy . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:1

AFFECTIONATE
Be kindly a to one  . . . . . . . . .Rom 12:10

AFFIRM
you to a constantly  . . . . . . . . . .Titus 3:8

AFFLICT
a them with their  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 1:11
oath to a her soul  . . . . . . . . .Num 30:13
may be bound to a you  . . . . . . .Judg 16:6
a the descendants  . . . . . . . . .1 Kin 11:39
will hear, and a them . . . . . . . . .Ps 55:19

a Your heritage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 94:5
a man to a his soul  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 58:5
to destroy, and to a  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 31:28
For He does not a  . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 3:33
deal with all who a  . . . . . . . . .Zeph 3:19

AFFLICTED
“Why have You a  . . . . . . . . .Num 11:11
and the Almighty has a  . . . . . .Ruth 1:21
To him who is a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 6:14
hears the cry of the a  . . . . . . . .Job 34:28
You a the peoples  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 44:2
Before I was a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:67
I am a very much  . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:107
Many a time they have a  . . . . . .Ps 129:1
the cause of the a  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 140:12
days of the a are evil  . . . . . . .Prov 15:15
Smitten by God, and a  . . . . . . . . .Is 53:4
oppressed and He was a  . . . . . . . .Is 53:7
“O you a one  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 54:11
Why have we a our  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 58:3
and satisfy the a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 58:10
her virgins are a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 1:4
she has relieved the a  . . . . . .1 Tim 5:10
being destitute, a  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:37

AFFLICTING
A the just and taking  . . . . . . .Amos 5:12

AFFLICTION
in the land of my a  . . . . . . . . .Gen 41:52
the bread of a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 16:3
indeed look on the a  . . . . . . .1 Sam 1:11
LORD saw that the a  . . . . . . .2 Kin 14:26
a take hold of me  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 30:16
days of a confront me  . . . . . . . .Job 30:27
held in the cords of a  . . . . . . . . .Job 36:8
of death, bound in a  . . . . . . . .Ps 107:10
is my comfort in my a  . . . . . . .Ps 119:50
and it is an evil a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 6:2
a He was afflicted  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 63:9
refuge in the day of a  . . . . . . . .Jer 16:19
“O LORD, behold my a  . . . . . . . .Lam 1:9
not grieved for the a  . . . . . . . . .Amos 6:6
For our light a  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 4:17
supposing to add a  . . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:16
the word in much a . . . . . . . .1 Thess 1:6

AFRAID
garden, and I was a . . . . . . . . . .Gen 3:10
saying, “Do not be a  . . . . . . . . .Gen 15:1
his face, for he was a . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 3:6
none will make you a  . . . . . . . .Lev 26:6
of whom you are a . . . . . . . . . .Deut 7:19
I will not be a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 3:6
ungodliness made me a  . . . . . . . .Ps 18:4
Do not be a when one  . . . . . . . .Ps 49:16
Whenever I am a . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 56:3
farthest parts are a . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 65:8
nor be a of their threats  . . . . . . . .Is 8:12
no one will make them a  . . . . . . .Is 17:2
that you should be a  . . . . . . . . . .Is 51:12
dream which made me a . . . . . . .Dan 4:5
do not be a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 14:27
if you do evil, be a  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 13:4
do good and are not a  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:6

AFTERWARD
A he will let you go  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 11:1
a we will speak  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 18:2
a receive me to glory  . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:24
you shall follow Me a  . . . . . . .John 13:36
the firstfruits, a  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:23

AGAG
A king of Amalek in Balaam’s prophecy,

Num 24:7
—Amalekite king spared by Saul, but slain

by Samuel, 1 Sam 15:8, 9, 20–24,
32, 33

AGAIN
day He will rise a  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 20:19
‘You must be born a . . . . . . . . . .John 3:7
to renew them a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:6
having been born a  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:23

AGAINST
his hand shall be a  . . . . . . . . .Gen 16:12
I will set My face a  . . . . . . . . . .Lev 20:3
come to ‘set a man a  . . . . . . .Matt 10:35
or house divided a  . . . . . . . . .Matt 12:25
not with Me is a Me  . . . . . . .Matt 12:30
blasphemy a the Spirit  . . . . . .Matt 12:31
For nation will rise a  . . . . . . . .Matt 24:7
out, as a a robber  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 26:55
I have sinned a  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 15:18
lifted up his heel a  . . . . . . . . .John 13:18
LORD and a His Christ  . . . . . . . .Acts 4:26
to kick a the goads  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 9:5
all men everywhere a  . . . . . . .Acts 21:28
let us not fight a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 23:9
a the promises of God  . . . . . . . .Gal 3:21
we do not wrestle a  . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:12
I have a few things a  . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:20

AGE
well advanced in a  . . . . . . . . .Gen 18:11
Israel were dim with a  . . . . . .Gen 48:10
the flower of their a . . . . . . . .1 Sam 2:33
the grave at a full a . . . . . . . . . . .Job 5:26
a is as nothing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 39:5
and in the a to come  . . . . . . .Mark 10:30
“The sons of this a . . . . . . . . .Luke 20:34
He is of a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 9:21
who are of full a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 5:14
the powers of the a  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:5

AGED
Wisdom is with a  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 12:12
a one as Paul, the a  . . . . . . . . . .Philem 9

AGES
ordained before the a  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 2:7
in other a was not . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 3:5
at the end of the a  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:26

AGONY
And being in a . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 22:44

AGREE
A with your adversary  . . . . . . .Matt 5:25
that if two of you a . . . . . . . . .Matt 18:19
testimonies did not a . . . . . . .Mark 14:56
and these three a  . . . . . . . . . .1 John 5:8

AGREED
unless they are a  . . . . . . . . . . .Amos 3:3
they were glad, and a  . . . . . . .Luke 22:5

AGREEMENT
with Sheol we are in a  . . . . . . . .Is 28:15
the North to make an a  . . . . . . .Dan 11:6
what a has the temple  . . . . . .2 Cor 6:16

AHAB
A wicked king of Israel, 1 Kin 16:29
Marries Jezebel; promotes Baal worship,

1 Kin 16:31–33; 18:17–46
Denounced by Elijah, 1 Kin 17:1
Wars against Ben-Hadad, 1 Kin 20:1–43
Covets Naboth’s vineyard, 1 Kin

21:1–16

ADVANTAGE 1831 AHAB



Death predicted; repentance delays
judgment, 1 Kin 21:17–29

Goes to war in spite of Micaiah’s
warning; killed in battle, 1 Kin.
22:1–37

Prophecy concerning, fulfilled, 1 Kin
22:38

—Lying prophet, Jer 29:21–23

AHASUERUS
The father of Darius the Mede, Dan 9:1

—Persian king, probably Xerxes I,
486–465 B.C., Ezra 4:6; Esth 1:1

Makes Esther queen, Esth 2:16, 17
Orders Jews annihilated, by Haman’s

advice, Esth 3:8–15
Reverses decree at Esther’s request,

Esth 7; 8
Exalts Mordecai, Esth 10:1–3

AHAZ
King of Judah; pursues idolatry; submits

to Assyrian rule; desecrates the
temple, 2 Kin 16

Defeated by Syria and Israel, 2 Chr
28:5–15

Comforted by Isaiah; refuses to ask a
sign, Is 7:1–17

AHAZIAH
King of Israel; son of Ahab and Jezebel;

worships Baal, 1 Kin 22:51–53
Falls through lattice; calls on Baal-

Zebub; dies according to Elijah’s
word, 2 Kin 1:2–18

—King of Judah; Ahab’s son-in-law; reigns
wickedly, 2 Kin 8:25–29; 2 Chr
22:1–6

Killed by Jehu, 2 Kin 9:27–29; 2 Chr
22:7–9

AHIJAH
A prophet of Shiloh who foretells

division of Solomon’s kingdom, 1 Kin
11:29–39

Foretells elimination of Jeroboam’s line,
1 Kin 14:1–18

A writer of prophecy, 2 Chr 9:29

AHIKAM
Sent in Josiah’s mission to Huldah,

2 Kin 22:12–14
Protects Jeremiah, Jer 26:24
The father of Gedaliah, governor under

Nebuchadnezzar, 2 Kin 25:22; Jer
39:14

AHIMAAZ
A son of Zadok the high priest, 1 Chr

6:8, 9
Warns David of Absalom’s plans, 2 Sam

15:27, 36
First to tell David of Absalom’s defeat,

2 Sam 18:19–30

AHIMELECH
High priest in Saul’s reign; helps David,

1 Sam 21:1–9
Betrayed and killed by Doeg; son

Abiathar escapes, 1 Sam 22:9–20
David writes concerning, Ps 52:title

AHINOAM
Wife of David, 1 Sam 25:43; 27:3;

30:5, 18
Mother of Amnon, 2 Sam 3:2

AHITHOPHEL
David’s counselor, 2 Sam 15:12
Joins Absalom’s insurrection; counsels

him, 2 Sam 15:31; 16:20–23
His counsel rejected; commits suicide,

2 Sam 17:1–23

AI
Israel defeated at, Josh 7:2–5
Israel destroys completely, Josh 8:1–28

AIDE
the king’s personal a . . . . . . . .Acts 12:20

AIJALON
Amorites not driven from, Judg 1:35
Miracle there, Josh 10:12, 13
City of refuge, 1 Chr 6:66–69
Fortified by Rehoboam, 2 Chr 11:5, 10
Captured by Philistines, 2 Chr 28:18

AIR
the birds of the a  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 1:26
of the a have nests . . . . . . . . . .Luke 9:58
as one who beats the a  . . . . . .1 Cor 9:26
be speaking into the a  . . . . . .1 Cor 14:9
of the power of the a . . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:2
meet the Lord in the a . . . . .1 Thess 4:17
his bowl into the a  . . . . . . . . .Rev 16:17

AKEL DAMA
Field called “Field of Blood,” Acts 1:19

AKRABBIM
An “ascent” on the south of the Dead

Sea, Num 34:4
One border of Judah, Josh 15:3

ALARM
to sound the a against  . . . . .2 Chr 13:12
A day of trumpet and a  . . . . . .Zeph 1:16

ALEXANDER
A member of the high-priestly family,

Acts 4:6
—A Jew in Ephesus, Acts 19:33, 34
—An apostate condemned by Paul, 1 Tim

1:19, 20

ALEXANDRIA
Men of, persecute Stephen, Acts 6:9
Paul sails in ship of, Acts 27:6

ALIEN
because you were an a . . . . . . .Deut 23:7
I am an a in their  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 19:15
who turn away an a . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 3:5

ALIENATED
a herself from them  . . . . . . . .Ezek 23:17
darkened, being a  . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:18
you, who once were a  . . . . . . . .Col 1:21

ALIENS
For we are a and  . . . . . . . . .1 Chr 29:15
For I have loved a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 2:25
A have devoured his  . . . . . . . . . .Hos 7:9
without Christ, being a  . . . . . . .Eph 2:12
the armies of the a  . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:34
ALIKE
All things come a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 9:2
esteems every day a  . . . . . . . . .Rom 14:5

ALIVE
in the ark remained a  . . . . . . . .Gen 7:23
with them went down a  . . . .Num 16:33
LORD your God are a  . . . . . . . . .Deut 4:4
I kill and I make a  . . . . . . . . .Deut 32:39
Let them go down a . . . . . . . . . .Ps 55:15
he preserves himself a  . . . . . .Ezek 18:27
heard that He was a  . . . . . . .Mark 16:11

son was dead and is a  . . . . . .Luke 15:24
presented Himself a  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 1:3
dead indeed to sin, but a  . . . . .Rom 6:11
I was a once without  . . . . . . . . .Rom 7:9
all shall be made a  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:22
trespasses, made us a  . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:5
flesh, He has made a  . . . . . . . . .Col 2:13
that we who are a  . . . . . . . .1 Thess 4:15
the flesh but made a  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:18
and behold, I am a . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:18
a name that you are a  . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:1
These two were cast a  . . . . . . .Rev 19:20

ALL
for this is man’s a  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 12:13

ALLELUIA
Again they said, “A  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 19:3

ALLOW
a Your Holy One  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 16:10
a My faithfulness  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 89:33
nor do you a those  . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:13
a Your Holy One . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 2:27
who will not a  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:13

ALLOWED
bygone generations a  . . . . . . .Acts 14:16

ALLURE
behold, I will a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 2:14
they a through the lusts . . . . . .2 Pet 2:18

ALMOND
a blossoms on one . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 25:33
a tree blossoms . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 12:5

ALMOST
for me, my feet had a . . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:2
a persuade me to  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 26:28
a all things are  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:22

ALMS
But rather give a  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 11:41
you have and give a  . . . . . . . .Luke 12:33
I came to bring a  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 24:17

ALOES
with myrrh and a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 45:8
my bed with myrrh, a  . . . . . . .Prov 7:17
mixture of myrrh and a  . . . . .John 19:39

ALPHA
I am the A and the  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:8
I am the A and the  . . . . . . . . .Rev 22:13

ALTAR
Then Noah built an a  . . . . . . . .Gen 8:20
An a of earth you  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 20:24
a shall be kept  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lev 6:9
it to you upon the a  . . . . . . . . .Lev 17:11
offering for the a  . . . . . . . . . . .Num 7:84
called the a Witness  . . . . . . . .Josh 22:34
and tear down the a  . . . . . . . . .Judg 6:25
“Go up, erect an a  . . . . . . . .2 Sam 24:18
cried out against the a  . . . . . .1 Kin 13:2
I will go to the a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 43:4
there will be an a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 19:19
Lord has spurned His a  . . . . . . . .Lam 2:7
you cover the a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 2:13
your gift to the a  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:23
swears by the a  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:18
I even found an a  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 17:23
the offerings of the a  . . . . . . .1 Cor 9:13
partakers of the a  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:18
We have an a from  . . . . . . . . .Heb 13:10
Isaac his son on the a  . . . . . . .James 2:21
and stood at the a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 8:3
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ALTARS
a Hezekiah has taken  . . . . . .2 Kin 18:22
Even Your a, O LORD  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 84:3
on the horns of your a . . . . . . . . .Jer 17:1
a shall be broken  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 6:4
has made many a  . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 8:11
a shall be heaps . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 12:11
destruction on the a  . . . . . . . .Amos 3:14
and torn down Your a  . . . . . . .Rom 11:3

ALTERED
of His face was a  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 9:29

ALWAYS
delight, rejoicing a  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 8:30
the poor with you a  . . . . . . . .Matt 26:11
Me you do not have a  . . . . . .Matt 26:11
lo, I am with you a . . . . . . . . .Matt 28:20
‘Son, you are a  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 15:31
men a ought to pray  . . . . . . . .Luke 18:1
immovable, a abounding . . . .1 Cor 15:58
Rejoice in the Lord a  . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:4
thus we shall a  . . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 4:17
a be ready to give a  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:15

AM
to Moses, “I A WHO I A  . . . . . . .Ex 3:14
First and I a the Last . . . . . . . . . . .Is 44:6
in My name, I a there  . . . . . .Matt 18:20
I a the bread of life . . . . . . . . . .John 6:35
I a the light of the  . . . . . . . . . .John 8:12
I a from above  . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 8:23
Abraham was, I A  . . . . . . . . . .John 8:58
I a the door  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 10:9
I a the good shepherd  . . . . . .John 10:11
I a the resurrection  . . . . . . . .John 11:25
to him, “I a the way  . . . . . . . . .John 14:6
of God I a what I a  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:10

AMALEK
Grandson of Esau, Gen 36:11, 12
A chief of Edom, Gen 36:16
First among nations, Num 24:20

AMALEKITES
Destruction predicted, Ex 17:14; Deut

25:17–19
Defeated by Israel, Ex 17:8–13; Judg

7:12–25; 1 Sam 14:47, 48; 27:8, 9;
1 Chr 4:42, 43

Overcome Israel, Num 14:39–45; Judg
3:13

AMASA
Commands Absalom’s rebels, 2 Sam

17:25
Made David’s commander, 2 Sam 19:13
Treacherously killed by Joab, 2 Sam

20:9–12
Death avenged, 1 Kin 2:28–34

AMAZED
trembled and were a  . . . . . . . .Mark 16:8

AMAZIAH
King of Judah; kills his father’s

assassinators, 2 Kin 14:1–6; 2 Chr
25:1–4

Hires troops from Israel; is rebuked by a
man of God; sends troops home,
2 Chr 25:5–10

Defeats Edomites; worships their gods,
2 Chr 25:11–16

Wars with Israel, 2 Kin 14:8–14; 2 Chr
25:17–24

Killed by conspirators, 2 Chr 25:25–28

AMBASSADOR
but a faithful a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 13:17
for which I am an a . . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:20

AMBASSADORS
which sends a by sea  . . . . . . . . . .Is 18:2
cry outside, the a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 33:7
we are a for Christ  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:20

AMBITION
Christ from selfish a  . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:16
through selfish a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:3

AMEN
uninformed say “A  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:16
are Yes, and in Him A . . . . . . .2 Cor 1:20
creatures said, “A  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 5:14

AMEND
A your ways and your  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 7:3
from his evil way, a  . . . . . . . . .Jer 35:15

AMMON
A nation fathered by Lot, Gen 19:36,

38

AMMONITES
Excluded from assembly for hostility to

Israel, Deut 23:3–6
Propose cruel treaty; conquered by Saul,

1 Sam 11:1–3, 11
Abuse David’s ambassadors; conquered

by his army, 2 Sam 10:1–14
Harass postexilic Jews, Neh 4:3, 7, 8
Defeated by Israel and Judah, Judg

11:4–33; 2 Chr 20:1–25; 27:5, 6
Prophecies concerning, Ps 83:1–18; Jer

25:9–21; Ezek 25:1–7; Amos
1:13–15; Zeph 2:9–11

AMNON
A son of David, 2 Sam 3:2
Rapes his half sister, 2 Sam 13:1–18
Killed by Absalom, 2 Sam 13:19–29

AMON
King of Judah, 2 Kin 21:18, 19
Follows evil, 2 Chr 33:22, 23
Killed by conspiracy, 2 Kin 21:23, 24

—A governor of Samaria, 1 Kin 22:10, 26

AMORITES
Defeated by Joshua, Josh 10:1–43
Not driven out of Canaan, Judg 1:34–36
Put to forced labor under Solomon,

1 Kin 9:20, 21

AMOS
A prophet of Israel, Amos 1:1
Pronounces judgment against nations,

Amos 1:1–3, 15
Denounces Israel’s sins, Amos 4:1—7:9
Condemns Amaziah, the priest of

Bethel, Amos 7:10–17
Predicts Israel’s downfall, Amos 9:1–10
Foretells great blessings, Amos 9:11–15

AMRAM
Son of Kohath, Num 3:17–19
The father of Aaron, Moses and Miriam,

Ex 6:18–20; 1 Chr 6:3

ANAKIM
A race of giants; very strong, Num

13:28–33; Deut 2:10, 11, 21
Defeated

by Joshua, Josh 10:36–39; 11:21
by Caleb, Josh 14:6–15

ANANIAS
Disciple at Jerusalem; slain for lying to

God, Acts 5:1–11
—A Christian disciple at Damascus, Acts

9:10–19; 22:12–16
—A Jewish high priest, Acts 23:1–5

ANATHOTH
A Levitical city in Benjamin, Josh 21:18
Jeremiah’s birthplace; he buys property

there, Jer 1:1; 32:6–15
To be invaded by Assyria, Is 10:30

ANCHOR
hope we have as an a  . . . . . . . .Heb 6:19

ANCIENT
Do not remove the a  . . . . . . .Prov 23:10
a times that I  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 37:26
until the A of Days  . . . . . . . . . .Dan 7:22

ANDREW
A disciple of John the Baptist, then of

Christ, Matt 4:18, 19; John 1:40–42
Enrolled among the Twelve, Matt 10:2
Mentioned, Mark 13:3, 4; John 6:8, 9;

12:20–22; Acts 1:13

ANGEL
Now the A of the LORD  . . . . . . .Gen 16:7
A who has redeemed me  . . . .Gen 48:16
“Behold, I send an A  . . . . . . . . .Ex 23:20
the donkey saw the A  . . . . . .Num 22:23
For I have seen the A  . . . . . . . .Judg 6:22
Manoah said to the A  . . . . . . .Judg 13:17
in my sight as an a . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 29:9
a who was destroying  . . . . .2 Sam 24:16
night that the a . . . . . . . . . . .2 Kin 19:35
the A of His Presence  . . . . . . . . . .Is 63:9
struggled with the A  . . . . . . . . .Hos 12:4
standing before the A . . . . . . . . .Zech 3:3
like God, like the A  . . . . . . . . .Zech 12:8
things, behold, an a  . . . . . . . . .Matt 1:20
for an a of the Lord  . . . . . . . . .Matt 28:2
Then an a of the Lord  . . . . . . .Luke 1:11
And behold, an a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:9
a appeared to Him from  . . . . .Luke 22:43
For an a went down at  . . . . . . . .John 5:4
a has spoken to Him . . . . . . . .John 12:29
But at night an a . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 5:19
A who appeared to him  . . . . . .Acts 7:35
Then immediately an a  . . . . . .Acts 12:23
and no a or spirit  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 23:8
a has spoken to him  . . . . . . . . .Acts 23:9
by me this night an a  . . . . . . .Acts 27:23
himself into an a  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:14
even if we, or an a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 1:8
Then I saw a strong a  . . . . . . . . .Rev 5:2
over them the a . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 9:11
Then I saw an a . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 19:17
Jesus, have sent My a  . . . . . . .Rev 22:16

ANGELS
If He charges His a  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 4:18
lower than the a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 8:5
He shall give His a  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 91:11
Praise Him, all His a  . . . . . . . . .Ps 148:2
He shall give His a  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 4:6
a will come forth  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 13:49
a always see the face  . . . . . . .Matt 18:10
but are like a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 22:30
not even the a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:36
and all the holy a  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 25:31
twelve legions of a  . . . . . . . . .Matt 26:53
the presence of the a  . . . . . . .Luke 15:10
was carried by the a  . . . . . . .Luke 16:22
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are equal to the a . . . . . . . . . .Luke 20:36
And she saw two a . . . . . . . . .John 20:12
that we shall judge a . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:3
head, because of the a  . . . . .1 Cor 11:10
and worship of a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 2:18
with His mighty a  . . . . . . . . .2 Thess 1:7
the Spirit, seen by a  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:16
much better than the a  . . . . . . . .Heb 1:4
does not give aid to a  . . . . . . . .Heb 2:16
company of a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:22
entertained a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 13:2
things which a desire  . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:12
did not spare the a  . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:4
a who did not keep  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 6
Michael and his a  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 12:7

ANGER
Cursed be their a  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 49:7
sun, that the fierce a  . . . . . . . .Num 25:4
fierceness of His a  . . . . . . . . .Deut 13:17
of this great a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 29:24
So the a of the LORD  . . . . . . . . .Judg 10:7
to provoke Me to a  . . . . . . . . .1 Kin 16:2
For His a is but for a  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 30:5
let Your wrathful a . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 69:24
a time He turned His a  . . . . . . .Ps 78:38
made a path for His a . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:50
You prolong Your a  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 85:5
the power of Your a  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 90:11
gracious, slow to a  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 103:8
Nor will He keep His a  . . . . . . .Ps 103:9
harsh word stirs up a  . . . . . . . .Prov 15:1
a sins against his own  . . . . . . .Prov 20:2
a rests in the bosom  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:9
a the Holy One of . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:4
a is not turned away . . . . . . . . . . .Is 5:25
a is turned away . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 12:1
‘I will not cause My a  . . . . . . . . .Jer 3:12
For great is the a . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 36:7
and I will send My a  . . . . . . . . .Ezek 7:3
does not retain His a  . . . . . . . . .Mic 7:18
fierceness of His a . . . . . . . . . . . .Nah 1:6
a is kindled against  . . . . . . . . .Zech 10:3
around at them with a . . . . . . . .Mark 3:5
bitterness, wrath, a  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:31

ANGRY
Cain, “Why are you a  . . . . . . . . .Gen 4:6
“Let not the Lord be a  . . . . . .Gen 18:30
the Son, lest He be a  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 2:12
judge, and God is a  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 7:11
When once You are a  . . . . . . . . .Ps 76:7
Will you be a forever  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 79:5
friendship with an a  . . . . . . . .Prov 22:24
backbiting tongue an a  . . . . . .Prov 25:23
a man stirs up strife  . . . . . . . .Prov 29:22
in your spirit to be a  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:9
I was a with My people  . . . . . . . .Is 47:6
nor will I always be a  . . . . . . . . .Is 57:16
covetousness I was a  . . . . . . . . .Is 57:17
right for you to be a  . . . . . . . . . . .Jon 4:4
LORD has been very a  . . . . . . . . .Zech 1:2
I am exceedingly a . . . . . . . . . .Zech 1:15
you that whoever is a . . . . . . . .Matt 5:22
“Be a, and do not sin” . . . . . . . .Eph 4:26
Therefore I was a  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 3:10
with whom was He a  . . . . . . . .Heb 3:17
The nations were a  . . . . . . . . .Rev 11:18

ANGUISH
a has come upon me  . . . . . . . .2 Sam 1:9
a make him afraid  . . . . . . . . . .Job 15:24
I will be in a over my . . . . . . . . .Ps 38:18
trouble and a have overtaken  .Ps 119:143

longer remembers the a  . . . . .John 16:21
tribulation and a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:9
much affliction and a  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 2:4

ANIMAL
of every clean a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 7:2
Whoever kills an a . . . . . . . . . .Lev 24:18
the life of his a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 12:10
set him on his own a  . . . . . . .Luke 10:34

ANIMALS
of a after their kind . . . . . . . . . .Gen 6:20
sacrifices of fat a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 66:15
of four-footed a . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 10:12
and four-footed a  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:23

ANISE
tithe of mint and a  . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:23

ANNA
Aged prophetess, Luke 2:36–38

ANNAS
A Jewish high priest, Luke 3:2
Christ appeared before, John 18:12–24
Peter and John appeared before, Acts

4:6

ANNUL
and who will a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 14:27
years later, cannot a . . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:17

ANNULLING
one hand there is an a  . . . . . . .Heb 7:18

ANNULS
is confirmed, no one a  . . . . . . . .Gal 3:15

ANOINT
You shall a them  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 28:41
but you shall not a  . . . . . . . . .Deut 28:40
you shall a for Me the  . . . . . .1 Sam 16:3
a yourself with oil  . . . . . . . . .2 Sam 14:2
a my head with oil . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 23:5
Arise, you princes, a . . . . . . . . . . .Is 21:5
a the Most Holy  . . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 9:24
when you fast, a  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:17
a My body for burial  . . . . . . . .Mark 14:8
they might come and a  . . . . . .Mark 16:1
a your eyes with eye  . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:18

ANOINTED
the priest, who is a  . . . . . . . . .Lev 16:32
“Surely the LORD’s a  . . . . . . .1 Sam 16:6
destroy the LORD’s a . . . . . . . .2 Sam 1:14
he cursed the LORD’s a  . . . . .2 Sam 19:21
shows mercy to His a . . . . . .2 Sam 22:51
“Do not touch My a  . . . . . . .1 Chr 16:22
the LORD saves His a  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 20:6
because the LORD has a  . . . . . . . . .Is 61:1
“These are the two a  . . . . . . . .Zech 4:14
Because He has a . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 4:18
but this woman has a . . . . . . . .Luke 7:46
a the eyes of the  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 9:6
It was that Mary who a  . . . . . .John 11:2
Jesus, whom You a  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 4:27
and has a us is God  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 1:21

ANOINTING
also made the holy a  . . . . . . . . .Ex 37:29
pray over him, a him  . . . . . . .James 5:14
But you have an a  . . . . . . . . .1 John 2:20
but as the same a  . . . . . . . . .1 John 2:27

ANOTHER
that you love one a . . . . . . . . .John 13:34
and He will give you a  . . . . . .John 14:16
‘Let a take his . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 1:20

ANSWER
will give Pharaoh an a . . . . . . .Gen 41:16

a I should take back  . . . . . . .2 Sam 24:13
Him, he could not a  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 9:3
Call, and I will a . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 13:22
how shall I a Him . . . . . . . . . . .Job 31:14
and you shall a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 40:7
the day that I call, a  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 102:2
In Your faithfulness a . . . . . . . . .Ps 143:1
a turns away wrath  . . . . . . . . .Prov 15:1
A man has joy by the a  . . . . . .Prov 15:23
He who gives a right a  . . . . . .Prov 24:26
a a fool according  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 26:4
was there none to a  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 50:2
for there is no a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 3:7
or what you should a  . . . . . . .Luke 12:11
you may have an a  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:12
ought to a each one  . . . . . . . . . . .Col 4:6

ANSWERS
a a matter before he  . . . . . . . .Prov 18:13
but the rich a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 18:23
money a everything  . . . . . . . .Eccl 10:19

ANT
Go to the a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 6:6

ANTICHRIST
heard that the A  . . . . . . . . . .1 John 2:18
a who denies the  . . . . . . . . .1 John 2:22
is the spirit of the A  . . . . . . . .1 John 4:3
is a deceiver and an a . . . . . . . . .2 John 7

ANTIOCH
—In Syria:

First Gentile church established, Acts
11:19–21

Disciples first called “Christians” in,
Acts 11:26

Church commissions Paul, Acts 13:1–4;
15:35–41

Church troubled by Judaizers, Acts
15:1–4; Gal 2:11–21

—In Pisidia:
Paul visits; Jews reject the gospel, Acts

13:14, 42–51

ANTITYPE
a which now saves us  . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:21

ANXIETIES
the multitude of my a  . . . . . . . .Ps 94:19
Try me, and know my a  . . . . . .Ps 139:23

ANXIETY
A in the heart of man  . . . . . . .Prov 12:25
eat their bread with a  . . . . . .Ezek 12:19

ANXIOUS
drink, nor have an a  . . . . . . .Luke 12:29
Be a for nothing  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:6

APART
that you shall set a  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 13:12
she shall be set a  . . . . . . . . . . .Lev 15:19
the LORD has set a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 4:3
justified by faith a  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:28

APHEK
A town in the Plain of Sharon, Josh

12:18
Site of Philistine camp, 1 Sam 4:1; 29:1

—A city in Jezreel, 1 Kin 20:26–30
Syria’s defeat prophesied here, 2 Kin

13:14–19

APOLLOS
An Alexandrian Jew; instructed by

Aquila and Priscilla and sent to
Achaia, Acts 18:24–28
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Referred to as having ministered in
Corinth, 1 Cor 1:12; 3:4, 22; 4:6;
16:12

APOLLYON
Angel of the bottomless pit, Rev 9:11

APOSTLE
called to be an a . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:1
inasmuch as I am an a  . . . . . .Rom 11:13
Am I not an a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 9:1
the signs of an a were . . . . . .2 Cor 12:12
a preacher and an a  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:7
consider the A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 3:1

APOSTLES
of the twelve a . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 10:2
whom He also named a  . . . . . .Luke 6:13
displayed us, the a  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 4:9
am the least of the a  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:9
to the most eminent a  . . . . . .2 Cor 11:5
themselves into a  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:13
none of the other a  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 1:19
gave some to be a  . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:11
who say they are a  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:2
heaven, and you holy a  . . . . . .Rev 18:20

APOSTLESHIP
in this ministry and a  . . . . . . . .Acts 1:25
received grace and a  . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:5
are the seal of my a  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 9:2
in Peter for the a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 2:8

APPAREL
is glorious in His a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 63:1
clothed with foreign a  . . . . . . . .Zeph 1:8
by them in white a  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 1:10
themselves in modest a  . . . . . .1 Tim 2:9
gold rings, in fine a  . . . . . . . . .James 2:2
or putting on fine a  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:3

APPEAL
I a to Caesar . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 25:11
love’s sake I rather a  . . . . . . . . .Philem 9

APPEAR
and let the dry land a  . . . . . . . . .Gen 1:9
all your males shall a  . . . . . . . . .Ex 23:17
all Israel comes to a  . . . . . . . .Deut 31:11
shall I come and a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 42:2
Let Your work a . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 90:16
He shall a in His  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 102:16
doings your sins a  . . . . . . . . .Ezek 21:24
faces that they may a  . . . . . . . .Matt 6:16
also outwardly a . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:28
kingdom of God would a  . . . .Luke 19:11
For we must all a  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:10
for Him He will a  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:28
and the sinner a  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:18

APPEARANCE
Do not look at his a  . . . . . . . .1 Sam 16:7
a is blacker than soot  . . . . . . . . .Lam 4:8
As He prayed, the a  . . . . . . . . .Luke 9:29
judge according to a  . . . . . . . . .John 7:24
those who boast in a  . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:12
to the outward a . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 10:7
found in a as a man . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:8
indeed have an a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 2:23

APPEARED
an angel of the Lord a  . . . . . . .Luke 1:11
who a in glory and . . . . . . . . . .Luke 9:31
brings salvation has a  . . . . . . .Titus 2:11
of the ages, He has a  . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:26

APPEARING
Lord Jesus Christ’s a  . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:14
been revealed by the a  . . . . . .2 Tim 1:10

and the dead at His a  . . . . . . . .2 Tim 4:1
who have loved His a . . . . . . . .2 Tim 4:8
hope and glorious a  . . . . . . . . .Titus 2:13

APPEARS
can stand when He a . . . . . . . . . .Mal 3:2
who is our life a . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 3:4
the Chief Shepherd a  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:4
in Him, that when He a  . . . .1 John 2:28

APPETITE
or satisfy the a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 38:39
are a man given to a . . . . . . . . .Prov 23:2

APPLE
He kept him as the a  . . . . . . .Deut 32:10
And my law as the a . . . . . . . . . .Prov 7:2
Like an a tree among  . . . . . . . . .Song 2:3
touches the a of His eye . . . . . . .Zech 2:8

APPLES
fitly spoken is like a  . . . . . . . .Prov 25:11
refresh me with a  . . . . . . . . . . .Song 2:5

APPLIED
a my heart to know . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:25

APPOINT
I will even a terror  . . . . . . . . .Lev 26:16
a each of them to his  . . . . . . . .Num 4:19
a me ruler over the  . . . . . . . .2 Sam 6:21
a salvation for walls  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 26:1
For God did not a  . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 5:9
a elders in every city  . . . . . . . . .Titus 1:5

APPOINTED
You have a his limits  . . . . . . . . .Job 14:5
To release those a  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 102:20
And as it is a for men  . . . . . . . .Heb 9:27

APPROACH
a anyone who is near . . . . . . . . .Lev 18:6
And cause to a You  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 65:4
year, make those who a  . . . . . .Heb 10:1

APPROACHING
take delight in a God  . . . . . . . . . .Is 58:2
as you see the Day a  . . . . . . . .Heb 10:25

APPROVE
their posterity who a  . . . . . . . . .Ps 49:13
do the same but also a  . . . . . . .Rom 1:32
a the things that . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:18
a the things that are  . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:10

APPROVED
to God and a by men  . . . . . . .Rom 14:18
to present yourself a  . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:15
when he has been a  . . . . . . . .James 1:12

AQUILA
Paul’s host in Corinth, Acts 18:2, 3
Travels to Syria and Ephesus with Paul,

Acts 18:18, 19
Instructs Apollos, Acts 18:24–26
Esteemed by Paul, Rom 16:3, 4

AR
A chief Moabite city, Num 21:15
On Israel’s route, Deut 2:18
Destroyed by Sihon, Num 21:28
Destroyed by God, Is 15:1

ARABIA
Pays tribute to Solomon, 1 Kin 10:14,

15
Plunders Jerusalem, 2 Chr 21:16, 17
Defeated by Uzziah, 2 Chr 26:1, 7
Denounced by prophets, Is 21:13–17

ARARAT
Site of ark’s landing, Gen 8:4

Assassins flee to, 2 Kin 19:37; Is 37:38

ARAUNAH (or Ornan)
A Jebusite, 2 Sam 24:15–25
His threshing floor bought by David,

2 Sam 24:18–25
becomes site of temple, 2 Chr 3:1

Also called Ornan, 1 Chr 21:18–28

ARBITRATOR
a judge or an a over  . . . . . . . .Luke 12:14

ARCHANGEL
with the voice of an a  . . . . .1 Thess 4:16
Yet Michael the a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 9

ARCHELAUS
Son of Herod the Great, Matt 2:22

AREOPAGUS
Paul preaches at, Acts 17:18–34

ARGUMENTS
fill my mouth with a . . . . . . . . . .Job 23:4
casting down a and . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 10:5

ARIEL
Ezra’s friend, Ezra 8:15–17

—Name applied to Jerusalem, Is 29:1, 2, 7

ARISE
needy, now I will a  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 12:5
A for our help  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 44:26
Let God a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:1
A, shine; for your light  . . . . . . . . .Is 60:1
But the LORD will a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 60:2
Righteousness shall a . . . . . . . . . .Mal 4:2
I will a and go to  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 15:18
you who sleep, a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:14

ARISTARCHUS
A Macedonian Christian, Acts 19:29
Accompanies Paul, Acts 20:1, 4
Imprisoned with Paul, Col 4:10

ARK
Make yourself an a  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 6:14
she took an a of bulrushes  . . . . . . .Ex 2:3
Bezalel made the a  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 37:1
seat which is on the a  . . . . . . . .Lev 16:2
Let us bring the a  . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 4:3
golden censer and the a  . . . . . . .Heb 9:4
of Noah, while the a  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:20
in heaven, and the a  . . . . . . . .Rev 11:19

ARM
with an outstretched a  . . . . . . . . .Ex 6:6
“Has the LORD’s a  . . . . . . . . .Num 11:23
With him is an a  . . . . . . . . . .2 Chr 32:8
a that has no strength . . . . . . . . .Job 26:2
Have you an a like God  . . . . . . .Job 40:9
Break the a of the  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 10:15
You have a mighty a  . . . . . . . . .Ps 89:13
a have gained Him the . . . . . . . . .Ps 98:1
a shall rule for Him  . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:10
therefore His own a  . . . . . . . . . .Is 59:16
strength with His a  . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:51
with an uplifted a  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 13:17
a yourselves also with  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:1
ARMAGEDDON

See MEGIDDO
Possible site of final battle, Rev 16:16

ARMED
You have a me with . . . . . . .2 Sam 22:40
a strong man, fully a  . . . . . . .Luke 11:21

ARMIES
make captains of the a  . . . . . . .Deut 20:9
“I defy the a  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 17:10
any number to His a . . . . . . . . . .Job 25:3
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not go out with our a  . . . . . . . . .Ps 60:10
And he sent out his a  . . . . . . . .Matt 22:7
surrounded by a  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 21:20
And the a in heaven  . . . . . . . .Rev 19:14
the earth, and their a . . . . . . . .Rev 19:19

ARMOR
but he put his a  . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 17:54
spears, put on the a  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 46:4
let us put on the a  . . . . . . . . .Rom 13:12
Put on the whole a  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:11

ARMS
are the everlasting a  . . . . . . .Deut 33:27
into the clash of a . . . . . . . . . . .Job 39:21
It is God who a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 18:32
My a will judge the  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 51:5
wounds between your a . . . . . .Zech 13:6
took them up in His a  . . . . . .Mark 10:16
took Him up in his a  . . . . . . . .Luke 2:28

ARMY
the multitude of an a  . . . . . . . . .Ps 33:16
an exceedingly great a  . . . . . .Ezek 37:10
the number of the a . . . . . . . . . .Rev 9:16

ARNON
Boundary between Moab and Ammon,

Num 21:13, 26
Border of Reuben, Deut 3:12, 16
Ammonites reminded of, Judg

11:18–26

AROER
A town in east Jordan; rebuilt by

Gadites, Num 32:34; Deut 2:36
Assigned to Reuben, Deut 3:12
Ruled by Amorites, Josh 12:2; 13:9, 10,

16

AROMA
smelled a soothing a  . . . . . . . . .Gen 8:21
To the one we are the a  . . . . .2 Cor 2:16
for a sweet-smelling a  . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:2
a sweet-smelling a . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:18

AROUSED
the LORD was greatly a  . . . . . .Num 11:10
his wrath was a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 32:2
Then Joseph, being a  . . . . . . . .Matt 1:24

ARPHAXAD
A son of Shem, Gen 10:22, 24
Born two years after the flood, Gen

11:10–13
An ancestor of Christ, Luke 3:36

ARRAYED
his glory was not a  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:29
“Who are these a  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 7:13
The woman was a  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 17:4

ARROGANCE
Pride and a and the  . . . . . . . . .Prov 8:13
I will halt the a . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 13:11

ARROGANT
the fruit of the a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 10:12
My sanctuary, your a boast . . .Ezek 24:21

ARROW
deliverance and the a  . . . . . .2 Kin 13:17
a cannot make him flee  . . . . . .Job 41:28
make ready their a . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 11:2
a that flies by day  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 91:5
a sword, and a sharp a  . . . . . .Prov 25:18
Their tongue is an a  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 9:8
as a target for the a . . . . . . . . . .Lam 3:12

ARROWS
He sent out a and  . . . . . . . .2 Sam 22:15

a pierce me deeply  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 38:2
There He broke the a . . . . . . . . . .Ps 76:3
Like a in the hand of  . . . . . . . . .Ps 127:4
He has caused the a  . . . . . . . . .Lam 3:13
were sworn over Your a  . . . . . . .Hab 3:9

ARTAXERXES
Artaxerxes I, king of Persia (465–425

B.C.), authorizes Ezra’s mission to
Jerusalem, Ezra 7:1–28

Temporarily halts rebuilding program at
Jerusalem, Ezra 4:7–23

Authorizes Nehemiah’s mission, Neh
2:1–10

Permits Nehemiah to return, Neh 13:6
ARTEMIS

Worship of, at Ephesus, creates uproar,
Acts 19:23–41

ASA
Third king of Judah; restores true

worship, 1 Kin 15:8–15; 2 Chr 14—
15

Hires Ben-Hadad against Baasha;
rebuked by a prophet, 1 Kin
15:16–22; 2 Chr 16:1–10

Diseased, seeks physicians rather than
the Lord, 2 Chr 16:12

Death and burial, 2 Chr 16:13, 14
ASAHEL

David’s nephew; captain in his army;
noted for valor, 2 Sam 2:18; 23:24;
1 Chr 2:16; 27:7

Killed by Abner, 2 Sam 2:19–23
Avenged by Joab, 2 Sam 3:27, 30

ASAPH
A Levite choir leader under David and

Solomon, 1 Chr 15:16–19; 16:1–7;
2 Chr 5:6, 12

Twelve Psalms assigned to, 2 Chr
29:30; Ps 50; 73—83

ASCEND
Who may a into the  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 24:3
If I a into heaven  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 139:8
‘I will a into heaven  . . . . . . . . . .Is 14:13
a as high as the eagle  . . . . . . . . . .Obad 4
see the Son of Man a  . . . . . . . .John 6:62

ASCENDED
You have a on high  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:18
Who has a into heaven . . . . . . .Prov 30:4
No one has a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 3:13
“When He a on high  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:8
also the One who a  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:10
And they a to heaven  . . . . . . .Rev 11:12

ASCENDING
angels of God were a  . . . . . . .Gen 28:12
the angels of God a  . . . . . . . . .John 1:51

ASCRIBE
a greatness to our God . . . . . . .Deut 32:3
a righteousness  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 36:3
A strength to God  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:34

ASENATH
Daughter of Poti-Pherah and wife of

Joseph, Gen 41:45
Mother of Manasseh and Ephraim, Gen

41:50–52; 46:20

ASHAMED
I am too a and  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezra 9:6
all my enemies be a  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 6:10
Let me not be a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 25:2
who waits on You be a . . . . . . . . .Ps 25:3

The wise men are a  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 8:9
forsake You shall be a  . . . . . . . .Jer 17:13
And Israel shall be a  . . . . . . . . .Hos 10:6
For whoever is a  . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 8:38
am not a of the gospel  . . . . . . .Rom 1:16
nothing I shall be a  . . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:20
Therefore God is not a  . . . . . .Heb 11:16
in Christ may be a . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:16
let him not be a  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:16
and not be a before  . . . . . . . .1 John 2:28

ASHDOD
One of five Philistine cities, Josh 13:3
Seat of Dagon worship, 1 Sam 5:1–8
Opposes Nehemiah, Neh 4:7
Women of, marry Jews, Neh 13:23, 24
Called Azotus, Acts 8:40

ASHER
Jacob’s second son by Zilpah, Gen

30:12, 13
Goes to Egypt with Jacob, Gen 46:8, 17
Blessed by Jacob, Gen 49:20

—Tribe of:
Census of, Num 1:41; 26:47
Slow to fight against Canaanites, Judg

1:31, 32; 5:17
Among Gideon’s army, Judg 6:35; 7:23
A godly remnant among, 2 Chr 30:11

ASHERAH
The female counterpart of Baal, Judg

3:7; 1 Kin 18:19
Image of, erected by Manasseh in the

temple, 2 Kin 21:7
Vessels of, destroyed by Josiah, 2 Kin

23:4
—Translated “wooden images,” idols used

in the worship of Asherah, Ex 34:13;
Deut 12:3; 16:21; 1 Kin 16:32, 33;
2 Kin 23:6, 7

ASHES
are proverbs of a  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 13:12
become like dust and a . . . . . . .Job 30:19
For I have eaten a  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 102:9
He feeds on a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 44:20
sackcloth and sat in a  . . . . . . . . . .Jon 3:6
in sackcloth and a  . . . . . . . . .Luke 10:13
and the a of a heifer  . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:13

ASHKELON
One of five Philistine cities, Josh 13:3;

Jer 47:5, 7
Captured by Judah, Judg 1:18
Men of, killed by Samson, Judg 14:19,

20
Repossessed by Philistines, 1 Sam 6:17;

2 Sam 1:20
Doom of, pronounced by the prophets,

Jer 47:5, 7; Amos 1:8; Zeph 2:4, 7;
Zech 9:5

ASHTAROTH
A city in Bashan; residence of King Og,

Deut 1:4; Josh 12:4
Captured by Israel, Josh 9:10

—A general designation of the Canaanite
female deities, 1 Sam 7:3, 4; 31:10

ASHTORETH
A mother-goddess worshiped by the

Philistines, 1 Sam 31:10
Israel ensnared by, Judg 2:13; 10:6
Worshiped by Solomon, 1 Kin 11:5, 33
Destroyed by Josiah, 2 Kin 23:13
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ASIA
Paul forbidden to preach in, Acts 16:6
Paul’s later ministry in, Acts 19:1–26
Seven churches of, Rev 1:4, 11

ASIDE
lay something a, storing  . . . . .1 Cor 16:2
lay a all filthiness  . . . . . . . . . .James 1:21
Therefore, laying a  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:1

ASK
“Why is it that you a . . . . . . . .Gen 32:29
when your children a  . . . . . . . . .Josh 4:6
“A a sign for yourself  . . . . . . . . . .Is 7:11
They shall a the way  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 50:5
the young children a . . . . . . . . . .Lam 4:4
A the LORD for rain in  . . . . . . .Zech 10:1
whatever things you a  . . . . . .Matt 21:22
a, and it will be  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 11:9
that whatever You a  . . . . . . . .John 11:22
a anything in My  . . . . . . . . . .John 14:14
in that day you will a  . . . . . . .John 16:23
something, let them a . . . . . .1 Cor 14:35
above all that we a  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 3:20
wisdom, let him a  . . . . . . . . . .James 1:5
But let him a in faith  . . . . . . . .James 1:6
because you do not a  . . . . . . . .James 4:2
hears us, whatever we a  . . . .1 John 5:15

ASKS
For everyone who a  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:8
if his son a for bread  . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:9
Or if he a for a fish  . . . . . . . .Luke 11:11

ASLEEP
down, and was fast a  . . . . . . . . . .Jon 1:5
But He was a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 8:24
but some have fallen a  . . . . . .1 Cor 15:6
those who are a . . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 4:15
the fathers fell a  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:4

ASSEMBLED
of the God of Israel a  . . . . . . . . .Ezra 9:4
behold, the kings a  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 48:4

ASSEMBLING
not forsaking the a  . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:25

ASSEMBLY
to kill this whole a  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 16:3
It is a sacred a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lev 23:36
a I will praise You  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 22:22
I have hated the a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 26:5
also in the a of the . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 89:5
to be feared in the a  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 89:7
will rest in the a of the . . . . . .Prov 21:16
fast, call a sacred a . . . . . . . . . . .Joel 1:14
people, sanctify the a . . . . . . . . .Joel 2:16
a I will sing praise . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:12
to the general a  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:23
come into your a  . . . . . . . . . . .James 2:2

ASSHUR
One of the sons of Shem; progenitor of

the Assyrians, Gen 10:22; 1 Chr 1:17
—The chief god of the Assyrians; seen in

names like Ashurbanipal (Osnapper),
Ezra 4:10

—A city in Assyria or the nation of
Assyria, Num 24:22, 24

ASSURANCE
night, and have no a  . . . . . . .Deut 28:66
riches of the full a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 2:2
Spirit and in much a  . . . . . . .1 Thess 1:5
to the full a of hope  . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:11
a true heart in full a  . . . . . . . .Heb 10:22

ASSURE
a our hearts before  . . . . . . . .1 John 3:19

ASSURED
I will give you a peace  . . . . . . .Jer 14:13
learned and been a  . . . . . . . .2 Tim 3:14

ASSYRIA (or Asshur)
Founded by Nimrod, Gen 10:8–12; Mic

5:6
Agent of God’s purposes, Is 7:17–20;

10:5, 6
Attacks and finally conquers Israel,

2 Kin 15:19, 20, 29; 17:3–41
Invades and threatens Judah, 2 Kin

18:13–37
Hezekiah prays for help against; army

miraculously slain, 2 Kin 19:1–35
Prophecies concerning, Num 24:22–24;

Is 10:12–19; 14:24, 25; 19:23–25;
Hos 10:6; 11:5; Nah 3:1–19

ASTONISHED
Just as many were a  . . . . . . . . . .Is 52:14
that the people were a  . . . . . . .Matt 7:28
who heard Him were a  . . . . . .Luke 2:47

ASTONISHMENT
you shall become an a  . . . . . .Deut 28:37
a has taken hold  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 8:21

ASTRAY
is a people who go a  . . . . . . . . .Ps 95:10
a fool, shall not go a  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 35:8
Their lies lead them a . . . . . . . .Amos 2:4
and one of them goes a  . . . . .Matt 18:12
‘They always go a  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 3:10
like sheep going a  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:25

ATHALIAH
Daughter of Ahab and Jezebel, 2 Kin

8:18, 26; 2 Chr 22:2, 3
Kills royal children; usurps throne,

2 Kin 11:1–3; 2 Chr 22:10, 11
Killed in priestly uprising, 2 Kin

11:4–16; 2 Chr 23:1–21

ATHENS
Paul preaches in, Acts 17:15–34
Paul resides in, 1 Thess 3:1

ATONEMENT
a year he shall make a  . . . . . . . .Ex 30:10
priest shall make a . . . . . . . . . .Lev 16:30
the blood that makes a . . . . . . .Lev 17:11
for it is the Day of A  . . . . . . . .Lev 23:28
what shall I make a  . . . . . . . .2 Sam 21:3
offerings to make a  . . . . . . . . .Neh 10:33
a is provided for . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 16:6
there will be no a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 22:14
I provide you an a  . . . . . . . . .Ezek 16:63

ATTAIN
It is high, I cannot a  . . . . . . . . .Ps 139:6
understanding will a  . . . . . . . . .Prov 1:5
How long until they a  . . . . . . . . .Hos 8:5
worthy to a that age . . . . . . . .Luke 20:35
by any means, I may a . . . . . . . .Phil 3:11

ATTEND
just cause, O LORD, a  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 17:1
And a to the voice of  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 86:6
behold, I will a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 23:2

ATTENTION
My son, give a to my  . . . . . . . .Prov 4:20
Till I come, give a  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 4:13
and you pay a to the . . . . . . . . .James 2:3

ATTENTIVE
Let Your ears be a  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 130:2
the people were very a  . . . . .Luke 19:48

ATTESTED
a Man a by God to you  . . . . . . .Acts 2:22

AUSTERE
because you are an a  . . . . . . .Luke 19:21

AUTHOR
For God is not the a  . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:33
He became the a . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 5:9
unto Jesus, the a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:2

AUTHORITIES
a that exist are  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 13:1
of God, angels and a  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:22

AUTHORITY
Jew, wrote with full a  . . . . . . . .Esth 9:29
the righteous are in a  . . . . . . . .Prov 29:2
them as one having a  . . . . . . . .Matt 7:29
who are great exercise a  . . . .Matt 20:25
“All a has been given . . . . . . .Matt 28:18
a I will give You  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 4:6
and has given Him a  . . . . . . . .John 5:27
You have given Him a  . . . . . . .John 17:2
has put in His own a . . . . . . . . . .Acts 1:7
For there is no a . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 13:1
to have a symbol of a  . . . . . .1 Cor 11:10
and all who are in a  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:2
and rebuke with all a . . . . . . . .Titus 2:15
defile the flesh, reject a  . . . . . . . . .Jude 8

AUTUMN
a trees without fruit  . . . . . . . . . .Jude 12

AVAILS
nor uncircumcision a  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:6
of a righteous man a . . . . . . . .James 5:16

AVEN
The city of On in Egypt near Cairo;

known as Heliopolis, Gen 41:45;
Ezek 30:17

—A name contemptuously applied to
Bethel, Hos 10:5, 8

—Valley in Syria, Amos 1:5

AVENGE
for He will a the  . . . . . . . . . .Deut 32:43
you that He will a  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 18:8
Beloved, do not a  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 12:19
a our blood on those  . . . . . . . . .Rev 6:10

AVENGER
The a of blood  . . . . . . . . . . . .Num 35:19
the enemy and the a  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 8:2
God’s minister, an a  . . . . . . . . .Rom 13:4
the Lord is the a  . . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 4:6

AVENGES
It is God who a  . . . . . . . . . .2 Sam 22:48
When He a blood  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 9:12

AWAKE
be satisfied when I a  . . . . . . . . .Ps 17:15
I lie a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 102:7
A, lute and harp  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 108:2
My eyes are a through  . . . . . .Ps 119:148
A, O north wind  . . . . . . . . . . .Song 4:16
but my heart is a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Song 5:2
of the earth shall a  . . . . . . . . . .Dan 12:2
it is high time to a  . . . . . . . . .Rom 13:11
A to righteousness  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:34
“A, you who sleep . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:14

AWAY
the wind drives a . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 1:4
Do not cast me a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 51:11
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A time to cast a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 3:5
fair one, and come a  . . . . . . . .Song 2:10
and the shadows flee a . . . . . . .Song 2:17
minded to put her a  . . . . . . . . .Matt 1:19
and earth will pass a  . . . . . . .Matt 24:35
and steal Him a  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 27:64
the rich He has sent a  . . . . . . .Luke 1:53
of God who takes a  . . . . . . . . .John 1:29
“I am going a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 8:21
they cried out, “A  . . . . . . . . .John 19:15
“They have taken a  . . . . . . . . .John 20:2
crying out, “A  . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 21:36
the veil is taken a  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 3:14
Barnabas was carried a . . . . . . . .Gal 2:13
unless the falling a  . . . . . . . .2 Thess 2:3
in Asia have turned a  . . . . . . .2 Tim 1:15
heard, lest we drift a . . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:1
if they fall a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:6
which can never take a  . . . . . .Heb 10:11
that does not fade a . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:4
the world is passing a  . . . . . .1 John 2:17
and the heaven fled a  . . . . . . .Rev 20:11
if anyone takes a  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 22:19
God shall take a . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 22:19

AWE
the world stand in a . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 33:8
my heart stands in a  . . . . . . .Ps 119:161

AWESOME
a is this place  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 28:17
a thing that I will do  . . . . . . . . .Ex 34:10
God, the great and a  . . . . . . . .Deut 7:21
God, mighty and a  . . . . . . . . .Deut 10:17
Angel of God, very a . . . . . . . . .Judg 13:6
a deeds for Your land  . . . . . . .2 Sam 7:23
heaven, O great and a . . . . . . . . .Neh 1:5
hand shall teach You a  . . . . . . . . .Ps 45:4
By a deeds in . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 65:5
a are Your works  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 66:3
He is a in His doing  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 66:5
O God, You are more a  . . . . . . .Ps 68:35
He is a to the kings  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 76:12
Your great and a name . . . . . . . . .Ps 99:3
of the might of Your a  . . . . . . . .Ps 145:6
When You did a things  . . . . . . . . .Is 64:3
with me as a mighty, a  . . . . . . .Jer 20:11
her collapse was a  . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 1:9
“O Lord, great and a  . . . . . . . . . .Dan 9:4

AWL
his ear with an a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 21:6
you shall take an a  . . . . . . . . .Deut 15:17

AX
a stroke with the a . . . . . . . . . .Deut 19:5
Abimelech took an a . . . . . . . . .Judg 9:48
a tree, the iron a . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Kin 6:5
If the a is dull  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 10:10
a boast itself against  . . . . . . . . . .Is 10:15
And even now the a . . . . . . . . .Matt 3:10

AZARIAH
A prophet who encourages King Asa,

2 Chr 15:1–8
—Son of King Jehoshaphat, 2 Chr 21:2
—King of Judah, 2 Kin 15:1
—A high priest who rebukes King Uzziah,

2 Chr 26:16–20
—Chief priest in the time of Hezekiah,

2 Chr 31:9, 10
—The Hebrew name of Abed-Nego, Dan

1:7

AZEKAH
Camp of Goliath, 1 Sam 17:1, 4, 17

Besieged by Nebuchadnezzar, Jer 34:7

AZMAVETH
A village near Jerusalem, Neh 12:29
Also called Beth Azmaveth, Neh 7:28

B

BAAL (or Baals)
Deities of Canaanite polytheism, Judg

10:10–14
The male god of the Phoenicians and

Canaanites; the counterpart of the
female Ashtaroth, 2 Kin 23:5

Nature of the worship of, 1 Kin 18:26,
28; 19:18; Ps 106:28; Jer 7:9; 19:5;
Hos 9:10; 13:1, 2

Worshiped by Israelites, Num 25:1–5;
Judg 2:11–14; 3:7; 6:28–32; 1 Kin
16:31, 32; 2 Kin 21:3; Jer 11:13;
Hos 2:8

Ahaz makes images to, 2 Chr 28:1–4
Overthrown by Elijah, 1 Kin 18:17–40

by Josiah, 2 Kin 23:4, 5
Denounced by prophets, Jer 19:4–6;

Ezek 16:1, 2, 20, 21
Historic retrospect, Rom 11:4

BAAL PEOR (or Baal of Peor)
A Moabite god; worshiped by Israelites,

Num 25:1–9

BAAL PERAZIM
Site of David’s victory over the

Philistines, 2 Sam 5:18–20
Same as Perazim, Is 28:21

BAAL-ZEBUB
A Philistine god at Ekron, 2 Kin 1:2
Ahaziah inquires of, 2 Kin 1:2, 6, 16
Also called Beelzebub, Matt 10:25;

12:24

BAALAH
A town also known as Kirjath Jearim,

Josh 15:9, 10

BAALS
Deities of Canaanite polytheism, Judg

10:10–14
Ensnare Israelites, Judg 2:11–14; 3:7
Ahaz makes images to, 2 Chr 28:1–4

BAANAH
A murderer of Ishbosheth, 2 Sam

4:1–12

BAASHA
Usurps throne of Israel; his evil reign;

wars with Judah, 1 Kin 15:16—16:7

BABBLER
b is no different  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 10:11
“What does this b . . . . . . . . . .Acts 17:18

BABBLINGS
the profane and idle b  . . . . . .1 Tim 6:20

BABE
the b leaped in my . . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:44
You will find a B  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:12
for he is a b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 5:13

BABEL, TOWER OF
A huge brick structure intended to

magnify man and preserve the unity
of the race, Gen 11:1–4

Objectives of, thwarted by God, Gen
11:5–9

BABES
Out of the mouth of b  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 8:2
b shall rule over them . . . . . . . . . . .Is 3:4
revealed them to b . . . . . . . . .Matt 11:25
‘Out of the mouth of b  . . . . . .Matt 21:16
a teacher of b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:20
as to carnal, as to b . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:1
as newborn b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:2

BABYLON
Built by Nimrod; Tower of Babel, Gen

10:8–10; 11:1–9
Descriptions of, Is 13:19; 14:4; Jer

51:44; Dan 4:30
Jews carried captive to, 2 Kin 25:1–21;

2 Chr 36:5–21
Inhabitants of, described, Is 47:1, 9–13;

Jer 50:35–38; Dan 5:1–3
Prophecies concerning, Is 13:1–22; Jer

21:1–7; 25:9–12; 27:5–8; 29:10; Jer
50:1–46; Dan 2:31–38; 7:2–4

The prophetic city, Rev 14:8; 16:19;
17:1—18:24

BACK
Jordan turned b  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 114:3
but a rod is for the b . . . . . . . .Prov 10:13
for the fool’s b  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 26:3
I gave My b to those  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 50:6
cast Me behind your b  . . . . . .Ezek 23:35
found Him, bring b word  . . . . . .Matt 2:8
plow, and looking b  . . . . . . . . .Luke 9:62
they drew b and fell  . . . . . . . . .John 18:6
I am sending him b  . . . . . . . . .Philem 12
of those who draw b  . . . . . . . .Heb 10:39
someone turns him b  . . . . . . .James 5:19
inside and on the b  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 5:1

BACKBITERS
b, haters of God  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:30

BACKBITING
b tongue an angry  . . . . . . . . .Prov 25:23

BACKSLIDER
The b in heart will be . . . . . . .Prov 14:14

BACKSLIDINGS
b will rebuke you  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 2:19
And I will heal your b  . . . . . . . . .Jer 3:22
b have increased . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 5:6
for our b are many  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 14:7

BACKWARD
fell off the seat b  . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 4:18
shadow ten degrees b  . . . . . .2 Kin 20:11

BAD
speak to you either b  . . . . . . .Gen 24:50
good for b or b for good  . . . . . .Lev 27:10
b tree bears b fruit  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:17

BAG
is sealed up in a b  . . . . . . . . . .Job 14:17
wages to put into a b  . . . . . . . . . .Hag 1:6
nor b for your  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 10:10
BAKE
b twelve cakes with it  . . . . . . . .Lev 24:5

BAKED
b unleavened cakes  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 12:39
b unleavened bread  . . . . . . .1 Sam 28:24

BAKER
the butler and the b  . . . . . . . . .Gen 40:1

BAKERS
of bread from the b  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 37:21

BAKES
kindles it and b bread  . . . . . . . . .Is 44:15
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BALAAM
Sent by Balak to curse Israel, Num

22:5–7; Josh 24:9
Hindered by talking donkey, Num

22:22–35; 2 Pet 2:16
Curse becomes a blessing, Deut 23:4,

5; Josh 24:10
Prophecies of, Num 23:7–10, 18–24;

24:3–9, 15–24
NT references to, 2 Pet 2:15, 16; Jude

11; Rev 2:14

BALAK
A Moabite king, Num 22:4
Hires Balaam to curse Israel, Num

22–24

BALANCE
b is an abomination  . . . . . . . . .Prov 11:1
small dust on the b  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:15

BALANCES
falsifying the b  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Amos 8:5

BALD
shall not make any b  . . . . . . . . .Lev 21:5
every head shall be b  . . . . . . . .Jer 48:37
completely b because  . . . . . . .Ezek 27:31

BALDHEAD
Go up, you b  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Kin 2:23

BALM
a little b and a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 43:11
no b in Gilead . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 8:22

BAND
A b of robbers takes  . . . . . . . . . .Hos 7:1
with a golden b  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:13

BANDAGED
him, and b his wounds  . . . . .Luke 10:34

BANKERS
my money with the b . . . . . . .Matt 25:27

BANNERS
we will set up our b . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 20:5
They set up their b  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 74:4
as an army with b  . . . . . . . . . . .Song 6:4

BANQUET
b that I have prepared  . . . . . . . .Esth 5:4
companions make a b  . . . . . . . . .Job 41:6
lords, came to the b  . . . . . . . . .Dan 5:10

BANQUETING
He brought me to the b  . . . . . . .Song 2:4

BANQUETS
b shall be removed  . . . . . . . . . .Amos 6:7

BAPTISM
coming to his b  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 3:7
b that I am baptized  . . . . . . . .Matt 20:22
The b of John . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 21:25
But I have a b  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 12:50
said, “Into John’s b  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 19:3
with Him through b  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:4
Lord, one faith, one b  . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:5
buried with Him in b  . . . . . . . . .Col 2:12
now saves us—b  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:21

BAPTISMS
of the doctrine of b  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:2

BAPTIZE
I indeed b you with  . . . . . . . . .Matt 3:11
“Why then do you b . . . . . . . . .John 1:25
Himself did not b  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 4:2
did not send me to b  . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:17

BAPTIZED
“I need to be b  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 3:14

b will be saved  . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 16:16
b more disciples . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 4:1
every one of you be b  . . . . . . . .Acts 2:38
all his family were b  . . . . . . . .Acts 16:33
believed and were b  . . . . . . . . .Acts 18:8
Arise and be b  . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 22:16
were b into Christ  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:3
I thank God that I b  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:14
b the household  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:16
all were b into Moses  . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:2
Spirit we were all b  . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:13
who are b for the dead  . . . . .1 Cor 15:29
as many of you as were b  . . . . . .Gal 3:27

BAPTIZING
b them in the name of  . . . . . .Matt 28:19
therefore I came b  . . . . . . . . . .John 1:31

BAR-JESUS (or Elymas)
A Jewish false prophet, Acts 13:6–12

BAR-JONAH
Surname of Simon (Peter), Matt 16:17

BARABBAS
A murderer released in place of Jesus,

Matt 27:16–26; Acts 3:14, 15

BARAK
Defeats Jabin, Judg 4:1–24
A man of faith, Heb 11:32

BARBARIAN
nor uncircumcised, b  . . . . . . . . .Col 3:11

BARE
make yourselves b  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 32:11
The LORD has made b  . . . . . . . . .Is 52:10

BARLEY
a land of wheat and b  . . . . . . . .Deut 8:8
loaf of b bread tumbled . . . . . . .Judg 7:13
beginning of b harvest  . . . . . . .Ruth 1:22
who has five b loaves  . . . . . . . . .John 6:9
and three quarts of b  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 6:6

BARN
seed still in the b  . . . . . . . . . . .Hag 2:19
the wheat into my b . . . . . . . .Matt 13:30
storehouse nor b  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 12:24

BARNABAS
A disciple from Cyprus; gives property,

Acts 4:36, 37
Supports Paul, Acts 9:27
Ministers in Antioch, Acts 11:22–30
Travels with Paul, Acts 12:25; 13—15
Breaks with Paul over John Mark, Acts

15:36–39

BARNS
b will be filled  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:10
b are broken down  . . . . . . . . . .Joel 1:17
reap nor gather into b  . . . . . . .Matt 6:26
I will pull down my b . . . . . . .Luke 12:18

BARREN
But Sarai was b  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 11:30
b has borne seven  . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 2:5
He grants the b  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 113:9
“Sing, O b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 54:1
‘Blessed are the b  . . . . . . . . .Luke 23:29
“Rejoice, O b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 4:27
you will be neither b  . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:8

BARRENNESS
A fruitful land into b  . . . . . . . .Ps 107:34

BARS
has strengthened the b  . . . . . .Ps 147:13
bronze and cut the b  . . . . . . . . . .Is 45:2
the earth with its b  . . . . . . . . . . .Jon 2:6

BARSABAS
Nominated to replace Judas, Acts 1:23
Sent to Antioch, Acts 15:22

BARTHOLOMEW
Called Nathanael, John 1:45, 46
One of the twelve apostles, Matt 10:3;

Acts 1:13

BARTIMAEUS
Blind beggar healed by Jesus, Mark

10:46–52

BARUCH
Son of Neriah, Jer 32:12, 13
Jeremiah’s faithful friend and scribe, Jer

36:4–32

BARZILLAI
Supplies David with food, 2 Sam

17:27–29
Age restrains him from following David,

2 Sam 19:31–39

BASE
the elder, and the b  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 3:5
and the b things of  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:28

BASHAN
Conquered by Israel, Num 21:33–35
Assigned to Manasseh, Deut 3:13
Conquered by Hazael, king of Syria,

2 Kin 10:32, 33

BASIN
poured water into a b . . . . . . . .John 13:5

BASKET
Cursed shall be your b  . . . . . .Deut 28:17
b had very good figs  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 24:2
and put it under a b  . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:15
I was let down in a b  . . . . . .2 Cor 11:33

BASKETS
there were three white b  . . . .Gen 40:16
and there were two b  . . . . . . . . .Jer 24:1
they took up twelve b  . . . . . .Matt 14:20
took up seven large b  . . . . . . .Matt 15:37

BATHED
My sword shall be b  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 34:5
to him, “He who is b  . . . . . . .John 13:10

BATHSHEBA
Wife of Uriah, taken by David, 2 Sam

11
Her first child dies, 2 Sam 12:14–19
Bears Solomon, 2 Sam 12:24
Secures throne for Solomon, 1 Kin

1:15–31
Deceived by Adonijah, 1 Kin 2:13–25

BATS
To the moles and b . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 2:20

BATTLE
b is the LORD’s  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 17:47
out to God in the b . . . . . . . . .1 Chr 5:20
strength for the b . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 18:39
for the day of b . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 21:31
the b to the strong  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 9:11
who turn back the b  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 28:6
A sound of b is in the  . . . . . . . .Jer 50:22
prepare for b  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:8
became valiant in b . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:34
gather them to the b  . . . . . . . .Rev 16:14

BEAR
greater than I can b  . . . . . . . . .Gen 4:13
whom Sarah shall b  . . . . . . . .Gen 17:21
not b false witness  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 20:16
from the paw of the b  . . . . .1 Sam 17:37
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they shall b you up in  . . . . . . . .Ps 91:12
b a broken spirit . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 18:14
be clean, you who b  . . . . . . . . . .Is 52:11
b their iniquities  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:11
LORD could no longer b  . . . . . . .Jer 44:22
b deprived of her cubs . . . . . . . .Hos 13:8
lion, and a b met him  . . . . . . .Amos 5:19
He shall b the glory  . . . . . . . . .Zech 6:13
child, and b a Son  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 1:23
A good tree cannot b  . . . . . . . .Matt 7:18
how long shall I b  . . . . . . . . .Matt 17:17
by, to b His cross  . . . . . . . . .Mark 15:21
wife Elizabeth will b  . . . . . . . .Luke 1:13
And whoever does not b  . . . .Luke 14:27
in Me that does not b  . . . . . . . .John 15:2
for he does not b  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 13:4
are strong ought to b  . . . . . . . .Rom 15:1
you may be able to b  . . . . . .1 Cor 10:13
B one another’s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 6:2
I b in my body the  . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 6:17
b the sins of many  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:28
like the feet of a b  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 13:2

BEARD
the edges of your b  . . . . . . . . .Lev 19:27
I caught it by its b  . . . . . . . .1 Sam 17:35
took Amasa by the b  . . . . . . .2 Sam 20:9
Running down on the b  . . . . . . .Ps 133:2

BEARING
goes forth weeping, b  . . . . . . . .Ps 126:6
And He, b His cross  . . . . . . . .John 19:17
b with one another  . . . . . . . . . .Col 3:13
the camp, b His reproach  . . . .Heb 13:13

BEARS
Every branch that b  . . . . . . . . .John 15:2
b all things  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:7
it is the Spirit who b  . . . . . . . .1 John 5:6

BEAST
b has devoured him  . . . . . . . .Gen 37:20
You preserve man and b  . . . . . . .Ps 36:6
I was like a b before . . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:22
to the b its food  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 147:9
b touches the mountain  . . . . .Heb 12:20
And I saw a b rising . . . . . . . . . .Rev 13:1
Then I saw another b  . . . . . . .Rev 13:11
the mark of the b . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 19:20

BEASTS
are we counted as b  . . . . . . . . . .Job 18:3
The b go into dens  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 37:8
like the b that perish  . . . . . . . . .Ps 49:12
I have fought with b  . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:32
like brute b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 10

BEAT
I will b down his foes  . . . . . . . .Ps 89:23
You shall b him with a  . . . . . .Prov 23:14
b their swords into  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 2:4
you shall b in pieces  . . . . . . . . .Mic 4:13
spat in His face and b  . . . . . . .Matt 26:67
but b his breast  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 18:13

BEATEN
and you will be b  . . . . . . . . . .Mark 13:9
his will, shall be b  . . . . . . . . .Luke 12:47
Three times I was b  . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:25
when you are b for your  . . . . .1 Pet 2:20

BEAUTIFUL
but Rachel was b  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 29:17
B in elevation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 48:2
has made everything b  . . . . . . .Eccl 3:11
my love, you are as b  . . . . . . . . .Song 6:4
of the LORD shall be b  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 4:2
How b upon the  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 52:7

indeed appear b  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:27
begging alms at the B  . . . . . . . .Acts 3:10
they saw he was a b  . . . . . . . .Heb 11:23

BEAUTIFY
b the humble with . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 149:4
b the place of My  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 60:13

BEAUTY
for glory and for b  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 28:2
“The b of Israel is  . . . . . . . . .2 Sam 1:19
To behold the b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 27:4
and b is passing  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 31:30
see the King in His b  . . . . . . . . .Is 33:17
no b that we should  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:2
the one I called B . . . . . . . . . . .Zech 11:7
Do not let your b . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:3
the incorruptible b  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:4

BECAME
b a living being . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 2:7
to the Jews I b  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 9:20
for I b like you  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 4:12

BED
house, if I make my b  . . . . . . . .Job 17:13
I remember You on my b  . . . . . . .Ps 63:6
if I make my b in hell . . . . . . . . .Ps 139:8
Also our b is green . . . . . . . . . .Song 1:16
b is too short to stretch . . . . . . . .Is 28:20
you have set your b  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 57:7
“Arise, take up your b  . . . . . . . .Matt 9:6
be two men in one b  . . . . . . .Luke 17:34
and the b undefiled . . . . . . . . . .Heb 13:4

BEDS
sing aloud on their b  . . . . . . . . .Ps 149:5
shall rest in their b  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 57:2
who lie on b of ivory  . . . . . . . .Amos 6:4

BEE
Egypt, and for the b  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 7:18

BEELZEBUB
Jesus accused of serving, Matt 10:25;

12:24–27

BEER LAHAI ROI
Angel meets Hagar there, Gen 16:7–14
Isaac dwells in, Gen 24:62

BEERSHEBA
God appears there to Hagar, Gen

21:14–19
to Isaac, Gen 26:23–25
to Jacob, Gen 46:1–5
to Elijah, 1 Kin 19:3–7

Oaths sworn there by Abraham, Gen
21:31–33
by Isaac, Gen 26:26–33

BEFOREHAND
do not worry b  . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 13:11
told you all things b . . . . . . . .Mark 13:23
not to meditate b  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 21:14
when He testified b . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:11

BEG
I would b mercy of my  . . . . . . . .Job 9:15
I am ashamed to b  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 16:3
b you as sojourners  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:11

BEGAN
Then men b to call on . . . . . . . .Gen 4:26
since the world b . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:70

BEGETS
b a scoffer does  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 17:21
b a wise child will  . . . . . . . . .Prov 23:24
b a hundred children  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 6:3

BEGGAR
and lifts the b  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 2:8
there was a certain b  . . . . . . .Luke 16:20

BEGGARLY
weak and b elements  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 4:9

BEGINNING
b God created the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 1:1
Though your b was . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 8:7
of the LORD is the b  . . . . . . . . .Ps 111:10
that God does from b  . . . . . . . .Eccl 3:11
who made them at the b  . . . . .Matt 19:4
In the b was the Word  . . . . . . . .John 1:1
This b of signs Jesus  . . . . . . . . .John 2:11
a murderer from the b  . . . . . . .John 8:44
with Me from the b  . . . . . . . .John 15:27
the b, the firstborn . . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:18
having neither b  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 7:3
True Witness, the B . . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:14
and the Omega, the B  . . . . . . . .Rev 21:6

BEGOTTEN
I have b You  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 2:7
heart, ‘Who has b . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 49:21
glory as of the only b  . . . . . . . .John 1:14
Christ Jesus I have b . . . . . . . .1 Cor 4:15
abundant mercy has b  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:3
loves him who is b  . . . . . . . . .1 John 5:1

BEGUILING
b unstable souls  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:14

BEGUN
Having b in the Spirit . . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:3
that He who has b . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:6

BEHALF
to speak on God’s b  . . . . . . . . . .Job 36:2
you on Christ’s b  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:20
has been granted on b  . . . . . . . .Phil 1:29

BEHAVE
I will b wisely in a  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 101:2
does not b rudely  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:5

BEHAVED
sent him, and b wisely . . . . . .1 Sam 18:5
and blamelessly we b . . . . . .1 Thess 2:10

BEHAVIOR
of good b, hospitable  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:2
they be reverent in b  . . . . . . . . .Titus 2:3

BEHEADED
he sent and had John b  . . . . .Matt 14:10
those who had been b  . . . . . . . .Rev 20:4

BEHEMOTH
Described, Job 40:15–24

BEHOLD
the eyes to b the sun . . . . . . . . .Eccl 11:7
B, you are fair  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Song 1:15
B, the virgin shall  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 7:14
Judah, “B your God  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:9
B the Lamb of God  . . . . . . . . . .John 1:36
I am, that they may b  . . . . . . .John 17:24
to them, “B the Man  . . . . . . . .John 19:5
B what manner of love  . . . . . .1 John 3:1

BEHOLDING
with unveiled face, b  . . . . . . .2 Cor 3:18

BEING
man became a living b  . . . . . . . .Gen 2:7
God while I have my b . . . . . . .Ps 104:33
move and have our b  . . . . . . .Acts 17:28
who, b in the form of  . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:6
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BEL
Patron god of Babylon, Is 46:1; Jer 50:2;

51:44

BELIEF
by the Spirit and b . . . . . . . .2 Thess 2:13

BELIEVE
B in the LORD your God  . . . .2 Chr 20:20
tears, “Lord, I b  . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 9:24
b that you receive  . . . . . . . . .Mark 11:24
because they did not b  . . . . .Mark 16:14
have no root, who b  . . . . . . . .Luke 8:13
and slow of heart to b  . . . . . .Luke 24:25
to those who b  . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 1:12
how will you b  . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 3:12
sent, Him you do not b . . . . . . .John 5:38
we may see it and b  . . . . . . . . .John 6:30
to him, “Do you b  . . . . . . . . . .John 9:35
this, that they may b  . . . . . . .John 11:42
you b in God  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 14:1
written that you may b  . . . . . .John 20:31
King Agrippa, do you b  . . . . . .Acts 26:27
the Lord Jesus and b . . . . . . . . .Rom 10:9
And how shall they b  . . . . . . .Rom 10:14
a wife who does not b  . . . . . .1 Cor 7:12
I spoke,” we also b  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 4:13
given to those who b  . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:22
Christ, not only to b  . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:29
comes to God must b  . . . . . . . .Heb 11:6
b that there is one  . . . . . . . . .James 2:19
Even the demons b  . . . . . . . .James 2:19
Beloved, do not b  . . . . . . . . . .1 John 4:1

BELIEVED
And he b in the LORD  . . . . . . . .Gen 15:6
b that I would see the  . . . . . . . .Ps 27:13
Who has b our report  . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:1
of that city b in Him . . . . . . . . .John 4:39
seen Me, you have b  . . . . . . .John 20:29
who heard the word b  . . . . . . . .Acts 4:4
of those who b were of  . . . . . . .Acts 4:32
Holy Spirit when you b  . . . . . . .Acts 19:2
“Abraham b God  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 4:3
I know whom I have b  . . . . . .2 Tim 1:12

BELIEVERS
be an example to the b . . . . . .1 Tim 4:12
are benefited are b  . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:2

BELIEVES
The simple b every . . . . . . . . .Prov 14:15
He who b and is  . . . . . . . . . .Mark 16:16
that whoever b in Him  . . . . . . .John 3:16
He who b in the Son  . . . . . . . .John 3:36
with the heart one b  . . . . . . .Rom 10:10
b all things  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:7

BELIEVING
you ask in prayer, b  . . . . . . . .Matt 21:22
blessed with b Abraham . . . . . . . .Gal 3:9

BELLY
On your b you shall go  . . . . . . .Gen 3:14
And Jonah was in the b  . . . . . . .Jon 1:17
three nights in the b  . . . . . . .Matt 12:40
whose god is their b  . . . . . . . . .Phil 3:19

BELONG
To the Lord our God b  . . . . . . . .Dan 9:9
My name, because you b  . . . . .Mark 9:41

BELOVED
“The b of the Lord . . . . . . . . .Deut 33:12
so He gives His b  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 127:2
of myrrh is my b  . . . . . . . . . . .Song 1:13
My b is mine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Song 2:16
b more than another  . . . . . . . . .Song 5:9

Where has your b  . . . . . . . . . . .Song 6:1
leaning upon her b  . . . . . . . . . .Song 8:5
a song of my B  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 5:1
for you are greatly b  . . . . . . . . .Dan 9:23
“This is My b . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 3:17
election they are b  . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:28
us accepted in the B  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 1:6
Luke the b physician  . . . . . . . . .Col 4:14
than a slave as a b  . . . . . . . . . .Philem 16
“This is My b  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:17
our b brother Paul . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:15
the saints and the b  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 20:9

BELSHAZZAR
King of Babylon; Daniel interprets his

dream, Dan 5

BELT
with a leather b  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 3:4
us, he took Paul’s b  . . . . . . . .Acts 21:11

BELTESHAZZAR
Daniel’s Babylonian name, Dan 1:7

BEMOAN
Or who will b you . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 15:5
for the dead, nor b  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 22:10

BEN-AMMI
Son of Lot; father of the Ammonites,

Gen 19:38

BEN-HADAD
Ben-Hadad I, king of Damascus; hired

by Asa, king of Judah, to attack
Baasha, king of Israel, 1 Kin
15:18–21

—Ben-Hadad II, king of Damascus; makes
war on Ahab, king of Israel, 1 Kin 20

Falls in siege against Samaria, 2 Kin
6:24–33; 7:6–20

Killed by Hazael, 2 Kin 8:7–15
—Ben-Hadad III, king of Damascus; loses

all Israelite conquests made by
Hazael, his father, 2 Kin 13:3–25

BEN-ONI
Rachel’s name for Benjamin, Gen

35:16–18

BENAIAH
The son of Jehoiada; a mighty man,

2 Sam 23:20–23
Faithful to David, 2 Sam 15:18; 20:23
Escorts Solomon to the throne, 1 Kin

1:38–40
Executes Adonijah, Joab and Shimei,

1 Kin 2:25, 29–34, 46
—A Pirathonite; another of David’s

mighty men, 2 Sam 23:30
Divisional commander, 1 Chr 27:14

BEND
The wicked b their bow . . . . . . . .Ps 11:2

BENEATH
and on the earth b  . . . . . . . . . .Deut 4:39
“You are from b  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 8:23

BENEFACTORS
them are called ‘b  . . . . . . . . .Luke 22:25

BENEFIT
That I may see the b  . . . . . . . . .Ps 106:5
people who could not b  . . . . . . . .Is 30:5
might have a second b  . . . . . .2 Cor 1:15

BENJAMIN
Jacob’s youngest son, Gen 35:16–20
Taken to Egypt against Jacob’s wishes,

Gen 42—45

Jacob’s prophecy concerning, Gen
49:27

—Tribe of:
Families of, Num 26:38–41
Territory allotted to, Josh 18:11–28
Attacked by remaining tribes for

condoning sin of Gibeah, Judg
20:12–48

Wives provided for remnant of, Judg
21:1–23

Tribe of Saul, 1 Sam 9:1, 2
of Paul, Phil 3:5

BENT
behold, this vine b  . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 17:7

BEREA
A city of Macedonia; visited by Paul,

Acts 17:10–15

BEREAVE
I will b them of . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 15:7
no more shall you b  . . . . . . . .Ezek 36:12
children, yet I will b  . . . . . . . . .Hos 9:12

BERNICE
Sister of Herod Agrippa II, Acts 25:13,

23
Hears Paul’s defense, Acts 26:1–30

BERODACH-BALADAN
See MERODACH-BALADAN

A king of Babylon, 2 Kin 20:12–19

BESEECH
Return, we b You . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 80:14
b you therefore  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 12:1
of the LORD, b you to  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:1

BESIDE
He leads me b the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 23:2
“Paul, you are b  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 26:24
For if we are b  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:13

BEST
with the b ointments  . . . . . . . .Amos 6:6
‘Bring out the b  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 15:22
earnestly desire the b  . . . . . .1 Cor 12:31

BESTOW
LORD, that He may b  . . . . . . . . .Ex 32:29
b greater honor  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:23

BESTOWED
love the Father has b . . . . . . . .1 John 3:1

BETH HORON
Twin towns of Ephraim, Josh 16:3, 5
Fortified by Solomon, 2 Chr 8:3–5
Prominent in battles, Josh 10:10–14;

1 Sam 13:18

BETH PEOR
Town near Pisgah, Deut 3:29
Moses buried near, Deut 34:6
Assigned to Reubenites, Josh 13:15, 20

BETH SHAN (or Beth Shean)
A town in Issachar, Josh 17:11–16
Saul’s corpse hung up at, 1 Sam

31:10–13; 2 Sam 21:12–14

BETH SHEMESH
Ark brought to, 1 Sam 6:12–19
Joash defeats Amaziah at, 2 Kin 14:11
Taken by Philistines, 2 Chr 28:18

BETHABARA
A place beyond the Jordan where John

baptized, John 1:28
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BETHANY
A town on the Mt. of Olives, Luke

19:29
Home of Lazarus, John 11:1
Home of Simon, the leper, Matt 26:6
Jesus visits there, Mark 11:1, 11, 12
Scene of the Ascension, Luke 24:50, 51

BETHEL
Abram settles near, Gen 12:7, 8
Site of Abram’s altar, Gen 13:3, 4
Site of Jacob’s vision of the ladder, Gen

28:10–19
Jacob returns to, Gen 35:1–15
Samuel judges there, 1 Sam 7:15, 16
Site of worship and sacrifice, 1 Sam

10:3
Center of idolatry, 1 Kin 12:28–33
Josiah destroys altars of, 2 Kin 23:4,

15–20
Denounced by prophets, 1 Kin

13:1–10; Amos 7:10–13; Jer 48:13;
Hos 10:15

BETHESDA
Jerusalem pool, John 5:2–4

BETHLEHEM
Originally called Ephrath, Gen 35:16
Rachel buried there, Gen 35:19
Home of Naomi and Boaz, Ruth 1:1, 19;

4:9–11
Home of David, 1 Sam 16:1–18
Predicted place of Messiah’s birth, Mic

5:2
Christ born there, Matt 2:1; Luke

2:4–7; John 7:42
Infants of, killed by Herod, Matt

2:16–18

BETHPHAGE
Village near Bethany, Mark 11:1
Near Mt. of Olives, Matt 21:1

BETHSAIDA
A city of Galilee, Mark 6:45
Home of Andrew, Peter and Philip, John

1:44; 12:21
Blind man healed there, Mark 8:22, 23
5,000 fed nearby, Luke 9:10–17
Unbelief of, denounced, Matt 11:21;

Luke 10:13

BETRAY
the outcasts, do not b  . . . . . . . . . .Is 16:3
you, one of you will b  . . . . . .Matt 26:21
Now brother will b  . . . . . . . .Mark 13:12

BETRAYED
Man is about to be b  . . . . . . .Matt 17:22
in which He was b  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 11:23

BETRAYER
See, My b is at  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 26:46

BETRAYING
“Judas, are you b  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 22:48

BETRAYS
who is the one who b . . . . . . .John 21:20

BETROTH
“You shall b a wife . . . . . . . . .Deut 28:30
“I will b you to Me  . . . . . . . . . .Hos 2:19

BETROTHED
to a virgin b to a man . . . . . . . .Luke 1:27
For I have b you to  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:2

BETTER
b than sacrifice  . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 15:22

It is b to trust in  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 118:8
B is a little with the  . . . . . . . .Prov 15:16
B is a dry morsel  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 17:1
B is the poor who . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 19:1
B to dwell in  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 21:19
b is a neighbor  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 27:10
B a handful with  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 4:6
Two are b than one . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 4:9
B a poor and wise  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 4:13
were the former days b  . . . . . . .Eccl 7:10
features appeared b . . . . . . . . . .Dan 1:15
For it is b to marry  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:9
Christ, which is far b  . . . . . . . .Phil 1:23
b than the angels  . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 1:4
b things concerning  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:9
b things than that  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:24
BEULAH

A symbol of true Israel, Is 62:4, 5

BEWARE
“B of false prophets  . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:15
b of evil workers  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 3:2
B lest anyone cheat  . . . . . . . . . . .Col 2:8

BEWITCHED
b you that you should . . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:1

BEYOND
b what is written  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 4:6
b their ability  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 8:3
advanced in Judaism b  . . . . . . . .Gal 1:14

BEZALEL
Hur’s grandson, 1 Chr 2:20
Tabernacle builder, Ex 31:1–11;

35:30–35

BILDAD
One of Job’s friends, Job 2:11
Makes three speeches, Job 8:1–22;

18:1–21; 25:1–6

BILHAH
Rachel’s maid, Gen 29:29
The mother of Dan and Naphtali, Gen

30:1–8
Commits incest with Reuben, Gen

35:22

BILLOWS
b have gone over me  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 42:7
all Your b and Your  . . . . . . . . . . .Jon 2:3

BIND
b the cluster of the  . . . . . . . . . .Job 38:31
b the wild ox in the  . . . . . . . . .Job 39:10
b them around your  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:3
B them on your fingers . . . . . . . .Prov 7:3
B up the testimony  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 8:16
but He will b us up  . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 6:1
and whatever you b  . . . . . . . .Matt 16:19
‘B him hand and foot  . . . . . . .Matt 22:13
b heavy burdens  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:4
BIRD
the blood of the b  . . . . . . . . . .Lev 14:52
with him as with a b  . . . . . . . . .Job 41:5
soul, “Flee as a b  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 11:1
has escaped as a b  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 124:7
b hastens to the snare  . . . . . . .Prov 7:23
for a b of the air may . . . . . . . .Eccl 10:20
fly away like a b  . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 9:11
unclean and hated b  . . . . . . . . .Rev 18:2
BIRDS
b will eat your flesh  . . . . . . . .Gen 40:19
b make their nests  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 104:17
b caught in a snare  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 9:12
Look at the b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:26

“Foxes have holes and b  . . . . .Matt 8:20

BIRTH
heaven, who gives it b  . . . . . . .Job 38:29
makes the deer give b  . . . . . . . . .Ps 29:9
the day of one’s b  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:1
bring to the time of b  . . . . . . . . . .Is 66:9
the deer also gave b  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 14:5
Now the b of Jesus . . . . . . . . . .Matt 1:18
will rejoice at his b  . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:14
who was blind from b  . . . . . . . .John 9:1
conceived, it gives b  . . . . . . . .James 1:15

BIRTHDAY
which was Pharaoh’s b  . . . . . .Gen 40:20
b gave a feast for his  . . . . . . . .Mark 6:21

BIRTHRIGHT
“Sell me your b . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 25:31
Esau despised his b . . . . . . . . .Gen 25:34
according to his b  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 43:33
of food sold his b  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:16

BISHOP
the position of a b  . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:1
b must be blameless  . . . . . . . . .Titus 1:7

BIT
and they b the people  . . . . . . .Num 21:6
be harnessed with b  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 32:9

BITE
A serpent may b  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 10:11
But if you b and  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:15

BITHYNIA
The Spirit keeps Paul from, Acts 16:7
Peter writes to Christians of, 1 Pet 1:1

BITS
the great house into b . . . . . . .Amos 6:11
Indeed, we put b  . . . . . . . . . . .James 3:3

BITTER
made their lives b  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 1:14
b herbs they  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 12:8
to those who are b  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 31:6
who put b for sweet  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 5:20
and do not be b  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 3:19
But if you have b  . . . . . . . . . .James 3:14
make your stomach b  . . . . . . . .Rev 10:9

BITTERLY
has dealt very b  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ruth 1:20
And Hezekiah wept b  . . . . . . .2 Kin 20:3
he went out and wept b  . . . . .Matt 26:75

BITTERNESS
man dies in the b  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 21:25
heart knows its own b  . . . . . .Prov 14:10
all my years in the b  . . . . . . . . . .Is 38:15
you are poisoned by b . . . . . . . .Acts 8:23
b springing up cause  . . . . . . . .Heb 12:15

BLACK
My skin grows b . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 30:30
wavy, and b as a raven . . . . . . .Song 5:11
one hair white or b  . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:36
a b horse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 6:5
and the sun became b  . . . . . . . .Rev 6:12

BLACKNESS
the heavens with b . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 50:3
whom is reserved the b  . . . . . . . .Jude 13

BLACKSMITH
The b with the tongs  . . . . . . . . .Is 44:12
I have created the b  . . . . . . . . . .Is 54:16

BLADE
went in after the b  . . . . . . . . . .Judg 3:22
first the b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 4:28
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BLAME
that anyone should b  . . . . . . .2 Cor 8:20
be holy and without b  . . . . . . . . .Eph 1:4

BLAMELESS
You shall be b  . . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 18:13
and that man was b  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 1:1
when You speak, and b  . . . . . . . .Ps 51:4
Let my heart be b  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:80
end, that you may be b  . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:8
which is in the law, b  . . . . . . . . .Phil 3:6
you holy, and b  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:22
your hearts b in . . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 3:13
body be preserved b  . . . . . .1 Thess 5:23
bishop then must be b  . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:2
deacons, being found b  . . . . .1 Tim 3:10
without spot and b  . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:14

BLAMELESSLY
b we behaved  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 2:10

BLASPHEME
b Your name forever  . . . . . . . . .Ps 74:10
compelled them to b . . . . . . . .Acts 26:11
may learn not to b  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:20
b that noble name  . . . . . . . . . .James 2:7
God, to b His name  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 13:6

BLASPHEMED
a foolish people has b  . . . . . . . .Ps 74:18
b continually every  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 52:5
who passed by b Him . . . . . . .Matt 27:39
who were hanged b  . . . . . . . .Luke 23:39
The name of God is b  . . . . . . . .Rom 2:24
doctrine may not be b  . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:1
On their part He is b  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:14
great heat, and they b  . . . . . . . .Rev 16:9

BLASPHEMER
I was formerly a b  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:13

BLASPHEMERS
boasters, proud, b  . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 3:2

BLASPHEMES
b the name of the LORD  . . . . . .Lev 24:16
“This Man b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 9:3

BLASPHEMIES
false witness, b  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 15:19
is this who speaks b . . . . . . . . .Luke 5:21
great things and b  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 13:5

BLASPHEMY
but the b against  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 12:31
“He has spoken b . . . . . . . . . .Matt 26:65
was full of names of b  . . . . . . . .Rev 17:3

BLAST
By the b of God they  . . . . . . . . . .Job 4:9
for the b of the  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 25:4

BLASTED
“I b you with blight  . . . . . . . . .Amos 4:9

BLEATING
“What then is this b  . . . . . .1 Sam 15:14

BLEMISH
shall be without b  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 12:5
LORD, a ram without b  . . . . . . . . .Lev 6:6
be holy and without b  . . . . . . . .Eph 5:27
as of a lamb without b  . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:19

BLEMISHED
to the Lord what is b  . . . . . . . . .Mal 1:14

BLESS
b those who b you  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 12:3
You go unless You b  . . . . . . . .Gen 32:26
“The LORD b you and  . . . . . . . .Num 6:24
b the LORD at all . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 34:1

b You while I live  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 63:4
b His holy name  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 103:1
b the house of Israel  . . . . . . . .Ps 115:12
b those who fear the  . . . . . . . .Ps 115:13
b you in the name of  . . . . . . . . .Ps 129:8
I will abundantly b . . . . . . . . . .Ps 132:15
b those who curse  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 6:28
B those who persecute  . . . . . .Rom 12:14
Being reviled, we b  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 4:12
With it we b our God  . . . . . . . .James 3:9
BLESSED
And God b them . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 1:22
the earth shall be b  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 12:3
b be those who . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 27:29
indeed he shall be b  . . . . . . . .Gen 27:33
B is he who . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Num 24:9
B shall be the  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 28:4
You have b the work of  . . . . . . .Job 1:10
B is the man who walks . . . . . . . . .Ps 1:1
B is the man to whom  . . . . . . . . .Ps 32:2
B is the nation whose  . . . . . . . .Ps 33:12
B is he who considers  . . . . . . . . .Ps 41:1
B are those who keep  . . . . . . . .Ps 106:3
B is he who comes . . . . . . . . . .Ps 118:26
b who fears the LORD  . . . . . . . . .Ps 128:4
rise up and call her b  . . . . . . .Prov 31:28
will call you b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 3:12
B are the poor in  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:3
B are those who mourn  . . . . . . .Matt 5:4
B are the meek  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:5
B are those who hunger  . . . . . . .Matt 5:6
B are the merciful  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:7
B are the pure in  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:8
B are the peacemakers  . . . . . . . .Matt 5:9
B are those who are  . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:10
B are you when they  . . . . . . . .Matt 5:11
b is he who is  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 11:6
b are your eyes  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 13:16
B is He who comes  . . . . . . . . .Matt 21:9
hand, ‘Come, you b  . . . . . . . .Matt 25:34
Jesus took bread, b . . . . . . . . .Matt 26:26
b are you among women  . . . . .Luke 1:28
know these things, b  . . . . . . .John 13:17
B are those who have . . . . . . .John 20:29
‘It is more b to give  . . . . . . . .Acts 20:35
the Creator, who is b  . . . . . . . .Rom 1:25
all, the eternally b  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 9:5
B be the God and  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 1:3
b God which was  . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:11
the lesser is b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 7:7
this one will be b  . . . . . . . . . .James 1:25
B is he who reads  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:3
‘B are the dead who  . . . . . . . .Rev 14:13
B is he who watches  . . . . . . . .Rev 16:15
B are those who are . . . . . . . . . .Rev 19:9
B and holy is he who . . . . . . . . .Rev 20:6
B is he who keeps the  . . . . . . . .Rev 22:7
B are those who do His  . . . . . .Rev 22:14
BLESSING
and you shall be a b  . . . . . . . . .Gen 12:2
I will command My b . . . . . . . .Lev 25:21
before you today a b  . . . . . . .Deut 11:26
The b of a perishing  . . . . . . . . .Job 29:13
Your b is upon Your . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 3:8
The b of the LORD . . . . . . . . . .Prov 10:22
shall be showers of b  . . . . . . .Ezek 34:26
relent, and leave a b  . . . . . . . . .Joel 2:14
and you shall be a b  . . . . . . . . .Zech 8:13
the fullness of the b  . . . . . . . .Rom 15:29
b which we bless  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:16
that the b of Abraham  . . . . . . . .Gal 3:14
with every spiritual b  . . . . . . . . .Eph 1:3

cultivated, receives b  . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:7
to inherit the b  . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:17
honor and glory and b  . . . . . . . .Rev 5:12

BLESSINGS
of the law, the b  . . . . . . . . . . . .Josh 8:34
B are on the head of  . . . . . . . . .Prov 10:6

BLIGHT
“I blasted you with b  . . . . . . . .Amos 4:9
I struck you with b  . . . . . . . . . .Hag 2:17

BLIND
I was eyes to the b  . . . . . . . . . .Job 29:15
B yourselves and be  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 29:9
To open b eyes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 42:7
I will bring the b  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 42:16
b people who have eyes  . . . . . . . .Is 43:8
His watchmen are b  . . . . . . . . . .Is 56:10
They wandered b  . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 4:14
when you offer the b  . . . . . . . . . .Mal 1:8
The b see . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 11:5
b leads the b  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 15:14
of sight to the b  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 4:18
to Him, “Are we b  . . . . . . . . . .John 9:40
miserable, poor, b  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:17

BLINDED
b their eyes and  . . . . . . . . . . .John 12:40
and the rest were b  . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:7
of this age has b  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 4:4
the darkness has b  . . . . . . . .1 John 2:11

BLINDS
a bribe, for a bribe b  . . . . . . .Deut 16:19

BLOOD
of your brother’s b  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 4:10
b shall be shed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 9:6
you are a husband of b  . . . . . . . .Ex 4:25
b that makes atonement . . . . . .Lev 17:11
b sustains its life  . . . . . . . . . . .Lev 17:14
do not cover my b  . . . . . . . . . .Job 16:18
is there in my b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 30:9
And condemn innocent b . . . . . .Ps 94:21
hands are full of b . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:15
also disclose her b  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 26:21
And the moon into b  . . . . . . . . .Joel 2:31
For this is My b  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 26:28
called the Field of B  . . . . . . . . .Matt 27:8
“His b be on us and  . . . . . . . .Matt 27:25
new covenant in My b  . . . . . .Luke 22:20
were born, not of b  . . . . . . . . .John 1:13
b has eternal life  . . . . . . . . . . .John 6:54
b every nation of men . . . . . . .Acts 17:26
with His own b  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 20:28
propitiation by His b  . . . . . . . .Rom 3:25
justified by His b  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:9
through His b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 1:7
brought near by the b  . . . . . . . .Eph 2:13
against flesh and b  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:12
peace through the b  . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:20
“This is the b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:20
are purified with b  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:22
of b there is no  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:22
the Holiest by the b  . . . . . . . .Heb 10:19
sprinkling of the b . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:2
with the precious b  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:19
b of Jesus Christ His  . . . . . . . .1 John 1:7
our sins in His own b  . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:5
us to God by Your b . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 5:9
them white in the b  . . . . . . . . .Rev 7:14
overcame him by the b  . . . . . .Rev 12:11
a robe dipped in b  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 19:13

BLOODSHED
me from the guilt of b  . . . . . . . .Ps 51:14
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the land is full of b  . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 9:9
build up Zion with b  . . . . . . . . .Mic 3:10

BLOODTHIRSTY
The LORD abhors the b  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 5:6
B and deceitful men . . . . . . . . . .Ps 55:23

BLOSSOM
Israel shall b and bud  . . . . . . . . . .Is 27:6
and b as the rose  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 35:1
the fig tree may not b  . . . . . . . .Hab 3:17

BLOT
say that He would b  . . . . . . .2 Kin 14:27
from my sins, and b  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 51:9
and I will not b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:5

BLOTTED
Let them be b out of  . . . . . . . . .Ps 69:28
I have b out  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 44:22
your sins may be b  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 3:19

BLOW
an east wind to b  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:26
B upon my garden  . . . . . . . . . .Song 4:16
with a very severe b  . . . . . . . . .Jer 14:17

BLOWS
B that hurt cleanse  . . . . . . . . .Prov 20:30
breath of the LORD b  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:7
The wind b where it  . . . . . . . . .John 3:8

BOANERGES
Surname of James and John, Mark 3:17

BOAST
puts on his armor b  . . . . . . .1 Kin 20:11
soul shall make its b  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 34:2
God we b all day long  . . . . . . . . .Ps 44:8
and make your b  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:17
that we are your b  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 1:14
you, and not to b  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 10:16
that I also may b . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:16
lest anyone should b  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:9
your hearts, do not b  . . . . . . .James 3:14

BOASTERS
God, violent, proud, b  . . . . . . .Rom 1:30
lovers of money, b  . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 3:2

BOASTFUL
b shall not stand  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 5:5
I was envious of the b  . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:3

BOASTING
Where is b then  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:27
should make my b  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 9:15
you, great is my b  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 7:4
All such b is evil . . . . . . . . . . .James 4:16

BOASTS
Whoever falsely b . . . . . . . . . .Prov 25:14

BOAZ
A wealthy Bethlehemite, Ruth 2:1,

4–18
Husband of Ruth, Ruth 4:10–13
Ancestor of Christ, Matt 1:5

—Pillar of the temple, 1 Kin 7:21

BODIES
valley of the dead b . . . . . . . . . .Jer 31:40
b a living sacrifice  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 12:1
not know that your b  . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:15
also celestial b  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:40
wives as their own b  . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:28
and chariots, and b  . . . . . . . . .Rev 18:13

BODILY
b form like a dove  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 3:22
b presence is weak  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 10:10
of the Godhead b  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 2:9

b exercise  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 4:8

BODY
b clings to the ground  . . . . . . . .Ps 44:25
b is carved ivory  . . . . . . . . . . .Song 5:14
b was wet with the dew  . . . . . .Dan 4:33
of the b is the eye  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:22
those who kill the b  . . . . . . . .Matt 10:28
this is My b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 26:26
and asked for the b  . . . . . . . .Matt 27:58
around his naked b  . . . . . . . .Mark 14:51
of the temple of His b . . . . . . . .John 2:21
deliver me from this b  . . . . . . .Rom 7:24
redemption of our b  . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:23
members in one b  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 12:4
and the Lord for the b . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:13
against his own b  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:18
not know that your b  . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:19
glorify God in your b  . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:20
But I discipline my b  . . . . . . .1 Cor 9:27
one bread and one b . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:17
b which is broken  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 11:24
be guilty of the b  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 11:27
For as the b is one  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:12
baptized into one b . . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:13
b is not one member  . . . . . .1 Cor 12:14
are the b of Christ  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:27
though I give my b  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:3
It is sown a natural b  . . . . . .1 Cor 15:44
both to God in one b  . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:16
be magnified in my b  . . . . . . . .Phil 1:20
in the b of His flesh  . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:22
by putting off the b  . . . . . . . . . .Col 2:11
and neglect of the b  . . . . . . . . . .Col 2:23
were called in one b  . . . . . . . . .Col 3:15
b You have prepared  . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:5
the offering of the b  . . . . . . . .Heb 10:10
For as the b without  . . . . . . . .James 2:26
our sins in His own b  . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:24

BOILS
Job with painful b . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 2:7

BOLD
the righteous are b  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 28:1
whatever anyone is b  . . . . . .2 Cor 11:21
are much more b  . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:14

BOLDLY
I may open my mouth b  . . . . . .Eph 6:19
therefore come b  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 4:16
So we may b say  . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 13:6

BOLDNESS
Great is my b of  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 7:4
in whom we have b  . . . . . . . . .Eph 3:12
but with all b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:20
standing and great b . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:13
brethren, having b  . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:19
that we may have b . . . . . . . .1 John 4:17

BOND
bring you into the b  . . . . . . . .Ezek 20:37
of the Spirit in the b  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:3
love, which is the b  . . . . . . . . . .Col 3:14

BONDAGE
because of the b  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 2:23
out of the house of b  . . . . . . . . .Ex 13:14
the spirit of b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:15
might bring us into b  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 2:4
which gives birth to b  . . . . . . . .Gal 4:24
again with a yoke of b  . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:1
lifetime subject to b  . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:15
he is brought into b . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:19

BONDS
“Let us break Their b . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 2:3

BONDSERVANTS
B, be obedient to  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:5
Masters, give your b  . . . . . . . . . .Col 4:1
for vice, but as b  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:16

BONDWOMAN
“Cast out this b  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 21:10
the one by a b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 4:22

BONE
“This is now b  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 2:23
b clings to my skin  . . . . . . . . . .Job 19:20
bonds came together, b  . . . . . .Ezek 37:7

BONES
shall carry up my b  . . . . . . . . .Gen 50:25
which made all my b  . . . . . . . . .Job 4:14
His b are like beams . . . . . . . . .Job 40:18
I can count all My b . . . . . . . . . .Ps 22:17
and my b waste away . . . . . . . . .Ps 31:10
I kept silent, my b  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 32:3
the wind, or how the b  . . . . . . .Eccl 11:5
say to them, ‘O dry b  . . . . . . . .Ezek 37:4
b are the whole house  . . . . . .Ezek 37:11
of dead men’s b  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:27
b shall be broken  . . . . . . . . . .John 19:36
concerning his b  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:22

BOOK
you will find in the b  . . . . . . . .Ezra 4:15
distinctly from the b  . . . . . . . . . .Neh 8:8
were inscribed in a b  . . . . . . . .Job 19:23
“Search from the b  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 34:16
‘Write in a b for  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 30:2
found written in the b . . . . . . . .Dan 12:1
so a b of remembrance  . . . . . . .Mal 3:16
are written in the b  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:10
sprinkled both the b  . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:19
in the Lamb’s B  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:27
the prophecy of this b  . . . . . . .Rev 22:18
the words of the b  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 22:19

BOOKS
b there is no end  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 12:12
not contain the b  . . . . . . . . . .John 21:25
magic brought their b  . . . . . . .Acts 19:19
God, and b were opened  . . . . .Rev 20:12

BOOTH
b which a watchman  . . . . . . . .Job 27:18
of Zion is left as a b  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:8

BORDERS
and enlarge your b  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 34:24
makes peace in your b  . . . . . . .Ps 147:14
and enlarge the b  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:5

BORE
conceived and b Cain  . . . . . . . . .Gen 4:1
And to Sarah who b  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 51:2
b the sin of many  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:12
and He b them and . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 63:9
b our sicknesses . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 8:17
who Himself b our sins  . . . . . .1 Pet 2:24
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is the Christ is b  . . . . . . . . . . .1 John 5:1
know that whoever is b . . . . .1 John 5:18
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BORROWER
b is servant to the  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 22:7
lender, so with the b  . . . . . . . . . .Is 24:2
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BOUGHS
cedars with its b  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 80:10
She sent out her b  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 80:11

BOUGHT
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he is cast out as a b  . . . . . . . . .John 15:6
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no bag, no b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 6:8
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And now they b down  . . . . . . . . .Ps 74:6
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everything that has b  . . . . . . . . .Ps 150:6
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“Surely I will cause b  . . . . . . . .Ezek 37:5
God who holds your b . . . . . . . .Dan 5:23
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BRIERS
there shall come up b  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 5:6
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BRING
LORD your God will b  . . . . . . . .Deut 30:3
b back his soul  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 33:30
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Scripture cannot be b  . . . . . . .John 10:35
is My body which is b . . . . . .1 Cor 11:24
BROKENHEARTED
He heals the b and . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 147:3

BRONZE
So Moses made a b  . . . . . . . . .Num 21:9

your head shall be b . . . . . . . .Deut 28:23
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b will deliver up  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 10:21
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“Teacher, tell my b  . . . . . . . .Luke 12:13
b will rise again  . . . . . . . . . . .John 11:23
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BRUISE
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b reed He will not  . . . . . . . . .Matt 12:20

BRUTAL
b men who are  . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 21:31

BUCKLER
be your shield and b  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 91:4

BUD
it bring forth and b  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 55:10

BUFFET
of Satan to b me  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 12:7

BUILD
b ourselves a city  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 11:4
“Would you b a house  . . . . . . .2 Sam 7:5
b a temple for the name  . . . . .1 Kin 8:17
that the LORD will b  . . . . . . .1 Chr 17:10
Solomon who shall b  . . . . . . .1 Chr 28:6
able to b Him a temple  . . . . . . .2 Chr 2:6
labor in vain who b  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 127:1
down, and a time to b  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 3:3
house that you will b  . . . . . . . . . .Is 66:1
I will b them and not  . . . . . . . . .Jer 24:6
Who b up Zion with  . . . . . . . . .Mic 3:10
b the desolate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 1:4
‘This man began to b  . . . . . . .Luke 14:30
What house will you b  . . . . . . .Acts 7:49
b you up and give you . . . . . . .Acts 20:32
named, lest I should b  . . . . . .Rom 15:20
For if I b again  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 2:18

BUILDER
me, as a wise master b  . . . . . .1 Cor 3:10
foundations, whose b  . . . . . . .Heb 11:10

BUILDING
field, you are God’s b  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:9
destroyed, we have a b  . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:1
in whom the whole b  . . . . . . . .Eph 2:21
But you, beloved, b  . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 20

BUILDS
The LORD b up  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 147:2
The wise woman b . . . . . . . . . .Prov 14:1
one take heed how he b  . . . . .1 Cor 3:10

BUILT
Wisdom has b her house  . . . . . .Prov 9:1
my works great, I b  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 2:4
Babylon, that I have b  . . . . . . . .Dan 4:30
to a wise man who b  . . . . . . . .Matt 7:24
a foolish man who b . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:26
work which he has b  . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:14
having been b on the  . . . . . . . .Eph 2:20
rooted and b up in Him  . . . . . . . .Col 2:7
For every house is b  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 3:4
stones, are being b  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:5
BULL
I will not take a b  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 50:9
like an untrained b  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 31:18

BULLS
in the blood of b . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:11
For if the blood of b  . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:13

BULWARKS
Mark well her b . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 48:13
for walls and b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 26:1

BUNDLE
each man’s b of money  . . . . . .Gen 42:35

A b of myrrh is my . . . . . . . . . .Song 1:13

BURDEN
You have laid the b  . . . . . . . .Num 11:11
one knows his own b  . . . . . . .2 Chr 6:29
so that I am a b  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 7:20
Cast your b on the  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 55:22
the grasshopper is a b  . . . . . . . .Eccl 12:5
in that day that his b  . . . . . . . . .Is 10:27
its reproach is a b  . . . . . . . . . .Zeph 3:18
easy and My b is light  . . . . . .Matt 11:30
as it may, I did not b . . . . . . .2 Cor 12:16
we might not be a b  . . . . . . .1 Thess 2:9
on you no other b  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:24
BURDENED
but you have b Me with  . . . . . . .Is 43:24

BURDENS
and looked at their b  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 2:11
For they bind heavy b  . . . . . . .Matt 23:4
Bear one another’s b  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 6:2

BURDENSOME
b task God has given . . . . . . . . .Eccl 1:13
his life will be b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 15:4
I myself was not b  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 12:13
commandments are not b  . . . .1 John 5:3

BURIAL
indeed he has no b  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 6:3
she did it for My b  . . . . . . . . .Matt 26:12
for the day of My b . . . . . . . . . .John 12:7
Stephen to his b  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 8:2

BURIED
and there will I be b  . . . . . . . .Ruth 1:17
I saw the wicked b  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 8:10
away the body and b  . . . . . . .Matt 14:12
also died and was b  . . . . . . . .Luke 16:22
Therefore we were b  . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:4
and that He was b  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:4
b with Him in baptism  . . . . . . . .Col 2:12
BURN
the bush does not b . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 3:3
that My wrath may b . . . . . . . . .Ex 32:10
b their chariots  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Josh 11:6
both will b together  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:31
“Did not our heart b  . . . . . . .Luke 24:32
eat her flesh and b . . . . . . . . . .Rev 17:16

BURNED
If anyone’s work is b  . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:15
my body to be b  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:3
whose end is to be b  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:8
be touched and that b  . . . . . . .Heb 12:18
are b outside the camp  . . . . . .Heb 13:11
in it will be b  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:10
all green grass was b  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 8:7
BURNING
b torch that passed  . . . . . . . . .Gen 15:17
with severe b fever  . . . . . . . .Deut 28:22
on his lips like a b  . . . . . . . . .Prov 16:27
b fire shut up in my  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 20:9
b jealousy against the  . . . . . . . .Ezek 36:5
plucked from the b  . . . . . . . . .Amos 4:11
a great mountain b  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 8:8
fell from heaven, b  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 8:10
BURNT
lamb for a b offering  . . . . . . . . .Gen 22:7
delight in b offering  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 51:16
b offerings are not . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 6:20
Though you offer Me b  . . . . . .Amos 5:22

BURST
it is ready to b  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 32:19
with doors, when it b  . . . . . . . . .Job 38:8

the new wine will b . . . . . . . . .Luke 5:37
falling headlong, he b  . . . . . . . .Acts 1:18

BURY
b your dead in the  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 23:6
was no one to b them  . . . . . . . . .Ps 79:3
go and b my father . . . . . . . . . .Matt 8:21
and let the dead b  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 8:22

BUSH
from the midst of a b . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 3:2
Him who dwelt in the b . . . . .Deut 33:16
to him in the b  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 7:35

BUSINESS
in ships, who do b  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 107:23
farm, another to his b  . . . . . . .Matt 22:5
about My Father’s b . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:49

BUSYBODIES
at all, but are b  . . . . . . . . . .2 Thess 3:11
but also gossips and b . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:13

BUTLER
b did not remember  . . . . . . . .Gen 40:23

BUTTER
So he took b and milk  . . . . . . . .Gen 18:8
were smoother than b  . . . . . . . .Ps 55:21
of milk produces b  . . . . . . . . .Prov 30:33

BUY
in Egypt to b grain  . . . . . . . . .Gen 41:57
B the truth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 23:23
Yes, come, b wine and  . . . . . . . . .Is 55:1
that we may b the poor . . . . . . .Amos 8:6
b food for all these . . . . . . . . . .Luke 9:18
“B those things we . . . . . . . . .John 13:29
rejoice, those who b  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:30
spend a year there, b  . . . . . . .James 4:13
I counsel you to b  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:18
and that no one may b  . . . . . . .Rev 13:17

BUYER
nothing,” cries the b  . . . . . . .Prov 20:14
as with the b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 24:2
‘Let not the b . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 7:12

BUYS
a field and b it  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 31:16
has and b that field  . . . . . . . .Matt 13:44
b their merchandise  . . . . . . . .Rev 18:11

BYGONE
b generations  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 14:16

BYWORD
But He has made me a b . . . . . . .Job 17:6
You made us a b  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 44:14

C

CAESAR
—Augustus Caesar (31 B.C.–A.D. 14):

Decree of brings Joseph and Mary to
Bethlehem, Luke 2:1

—Tiberius Caesar (A.D. 14–37):
Christ’s ministry dated by, Luke 3:1–23
Tribute paid to, Matt 22:17–21
Jews side with, John 19:12

—Claudius Caesar (A.D. 41–54):
Famine in time of, Acts 11:28
Banished Jews from Rome, Acts 18:2

—Nero Caesar (A.D. 54–68):
Paul appealed to, Acts 25:8–12
Christian converts in household of, Phil

4:22
Paul tried before, 2 Tim 4:16–18
Called Augustus, Acts 25:21
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CAESAREA
Roman capital of Palestine, Acts 12:19;

23:33
Paul escorted to, Acts 23:23–33
Paul imprisoned at; appeals to Caesar,

Acts 25:4, 8–13
Peter preaches at, Acts 10:34–43
Paul preaches at, Acts 9:26–30; 18:22;

21:8

CAESAREA PHILIPPI
A city in northern Palestine; scene of

Peter’s great confession, Matt
16:13–20

Probable site of the Transfiguration,
Matt 17:1–3

CAGE
c is full of birds . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 5:27
foul spirit, and a c  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 18:2

CAIAPHAS
Son-in-law of Annas; high priest, John

18:13
Makes prophecy, John 11:49–52
Jesus appears before, John 18:23, 24
Apostles appear before, Acts 4:1–22

CAIN
Adam’s first son, Gen 4:1
His offering rejected, Gen 4:2–7; Heb

11:4
Murders Abel; is exiled; settles in Nod,

Gen 4:8–17
A type of evil, Jude 11

CAKE
Ephraim is a c  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 7:8

CAKES
Sustain me with c  . . . . . . . . . . .Song 2:5
and love the raisin c  . . . . . . . . . .Hos 3:1

CALAMITIES
refuge, until these c . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 57:1

CALAMITY
for the day of their c  . . . . . . .Deut 32:35
will laugh at your c  . . . . . . . . .Prov 1:26
c shall come suddenly  . . . . . . .Prov 6:15
If there is c in a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Amos 3:6

CALCULATED
c the dust of the  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:12

CALDRON
this city is the c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 11:3

CALEB
Sent as spy; gives good report;

rewarded, Num 13:2, 6, 27, 30;
14:5–9, 24–38

Inherits Hebron, Josh 14:6–15
Conquers his territory with Othniel’s

help, Josh 15:13–19

CALF
and made a molded c  . . . . . . . . .Ex 32:4
They made a c in Horeb . . . . . .Ps 106:19
is, than a fatted c  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 15:17
like a stubborn c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 4:16
Your c is rejected  . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 8:5
And bring the fatted c  . . . . . .Luke 15:23
creature like a c  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 4:7

CALL
I will c to the LORD  . . . . . . .1 Sam 12:17
c their lands after  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 49:11
To you, O men, I c  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 8:4
c upon Him while He  . . . . . . . . . .Is 55:6
‘C to Me . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 33:3

Arise, c on your God  . . . . . . . . . .Jon 1:6
They will c on My name  . . . . .Zech 13:9
c His name JESUS  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 1:21
c the righteous  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 9:13
Lord our God will c  . . . . . . . . .Acts 2:39
c them My people  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 9:25
then shall they c  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 10:14
For God did not c  . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 4:7
c and election sure  . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:10
CALLED
c the light Day  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 1:5
c his wife’s name Eve  . . . . . . . .Gen 3:20
“I, the LORD, have c  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 42:6
I have c you by your  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 43:1
The LORD has c Me from . . . . . . . .Is 49:1
and out of Egypt I c  . . . . . . . . . .Hos 11:1
“Out of Egypt I c  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 2:15
a city c Nazareth  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 2:23
For many are c . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 20:16
to those who are the c  . . . . . . .Rom 8:28
these He also c . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:30
But God has c us to  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:15
praises of Him who c  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:9
knowledge of Him who c . . . . . .2 Pet 1:3
c children of God  . . . . . . . . . .1 John 3:1
CALLING
the gifts and the c  . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:29
For you see your c  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:26
remain in the same c  . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:20
to walk worthy of the c  . . . . . . . .Eph 4:1
in one hope of your c  . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:4
us with a holy c  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 1:9
of the heavenly c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 3:1
CALLS
c them all by name  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 147:4
there is no one who c . . . . . . . . . .Is 64:7
David himself c . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 12:37
c his own sheep . . . . . . . . . . . .John 10:3
For “whoever c  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 10:13

CALM
the sea will become c . . . . . . . . .Jon 1:12
there was a great c . . . . . . . . . .Matt 8:26

CALMED
Surely I have c . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 131:2

CALVARY
Christ crucified there, Luke 23:33
Same as “Golgotha” in Hebrew, John

19:17

CALVES
made two c of gold  . . . . . . . .1 Kin 12:28
their cow c without  . . . . . . . . .Job 21:10
like stall-fed c  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 4:2
blood of goats and c  . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:12
he took the blood of c  . . . . . . . .Heb 9:19

CAMEL
it is easier for a c  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 19:24
and swallow a c  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:24

CAMP
“This is God’s c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 32:2
who went before the c  . . . . . . .Ex 14:19
to Him, outside the c  . . . . . . .Heb 13:13

CAN
I c do all things  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:13

CANA
A village of upper Galilee; home of

Nathanael, John 21:2
Site of Christ’s first miracle, John

2:1–11
Healing at, John 4:46–54

CANAAN
A son of Ham, Gen 10:6
Cursed by Noah, Gen 9:20–25

—Promised Land, Gen 12:5
Boundaries of, Gen 10:19
God’s promises concerning, given to

Abraham, Gen 12:1–3
to Isaac, Gen 26:2, 3
to Jacob, Gen 28:10–13
to Israel, Ex 3:8

Conquest of, announced, Gen 15:7–21
preceded by spying expedition, Num
13:1–33
delayed by unbelief, Num 14:1–35
accomplished by the Lord, Josh
23:1–16
achieved only in part, Judg 1:21,
27–36

CANAANITES
Israelites commanded to:

drive them out; not serve their gods,
Ex 23:23–33
shun their abominations, Lev
18:24–30
not make covenants or intermarry
with them, Deut 7:1–3

CANCER
will spread like c  . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:17

CANE
bought Me no sweet c  . . . . . . . .Is 43:24
Sheba, and sweet c  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 6:20

CANOPIES
He made darkness c . . . . . . .2 Sam 22:12

CANOPY
His c around Him was  . . . . . . . .Ps 18:11

CAPERNAUM
Simon Peter’s home, Mark 1:21, 29
Christ performs healings there, Matt

8:5–17; 9:1–8; Mark 1:21–28; John
4:46–54
preaches there, Mark 9:33–50; John
6:24–71
uses as headquarters, Matt 4:13–17
pronounces judgment upon, Matt
11:23, 24

CAPPADOCIA
Jews from, at Pentecost, Acts 2:1, 9
Christians of, addressed by Peter, 1 Pet

1:1

CAPSTONE
bring forth the c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Zech 4:7

CAPTAIN
which, having no c  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 6:7

CAPTIVE
have led captivity c  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:18
of your neck, O c  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 52:2
they shall now go c . . . . . . . . . .Amos 6:7
and be led away c  . . . . . . . . .Luke 21:24
He led captivity c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:8

CAPTIVES
will bring back the c . . . . . . . .Amos 9:14
and return their c  . . . . . . . . . . .Zeph 2:7
make c of gullible women  . . . .2 Tim 3:6

CAPTIVITY
bring you back from c  . . . . . . .Deut 30:3
high, You have led c  . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:18
Judah has gone into c  . . . . . . . . .Lam 1:3
from David until the c  . . . . . . .Matt 1:17
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and bringing me into c  . . . . . . .Rom 7:23
every thought into c  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 10:5
on high, He led c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:8
shall go into c  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 13:10

CARCASS
honey were in the c  . . . . . . . . .Judg 14:8
For wherever the c  . . . . . . . .Matt 24:28

CARE
“Lord, do You not c  . . . . . . . .Luke 10:40
you to be without c  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:32
who will sincerely c  . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:20
how will he take c  . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:5
casting all your c  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:7

CARED
he said, not that he c  . . . . . . . .John 12:6

CAREFULLY
c keep all these  . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 11:22
I shall walk c all my  . . . . . . . . . .Is 38:15

CARELESS
but he who is c  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 19:16

CARES
no one c for my soul  . . . . . . . . .Ps 142:4
and are choked with c  . . . . . . .Luke 8:14
He who is unmarried c  . . . . . .1 Cor 7:32
for He c for you . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:7

CARMEL
City of Judah, Josh 15:55
Site of Saul’s victory, 1 Sam 15:12

—A mountain of Palestine, Josh 19:26
Scene of Elijah’s triumph, 1 Kin

18:19–45
Elisha visits, 2 Kin 2:25

CARNAL
spiritual, but I am c  . . . . . . . . .Rom 7:14
c mind is enmity  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:7
for you are still c  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:3
our warfare are not c  . . . . . . .2 Cor 10:4

CARNALLY
we may know them c  . . . . . . . .Gen 19:5
that we may know him c  . . . .Judg 19:22
c minded is death  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:6

CAROUSE
count it pleasure to c . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:13

CAROUSING
be weighed down with c  . . . .Luke 21:34

CARPENTER
Is this not the c . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 6:3

CARRIED
the LORD your God c  . . . . . . . .Deut 1:31
and c our sorrows . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:4
parted from them and c  . . . . .Luke 24:51
c me away in the . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 17:3

CARRY
their hands cannot c  . . . . . . . . .Job 5:12
c them away like a . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 90:5
I am not worthy to c  . . . . . . . .Matt 3:11
for you to c your bed  . . . . . . . .John 5:10
it is certain we can c  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:7

CARRYING
a man will meet you c . . . . . .Mark 14:13
always c about in the  . . . . . . .2 Cor 4:10

CASE
c that is too hard  . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 1:17
I have prepared my c  . . . . . . . .Job 13:18
I would present my c  . . . . . . . . .Job 23:4
“Present your c  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 41:21
Festus laid Paul’s c  . . . . . . . . .Acts 25:14

CASSIA
myrrh and aloes and c  . . . . . . . . .Ps 45:8

CAST
When they c you down  . . . . . .Job 22:29
c away Their  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 2:3
Why are you c down  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 42:5
But You have c us off  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 44:9
c me away from Your . . . . . . . . .Ps 51:11
He c on them the  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:49
the LORD will not c  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 94:14
me up and c me away  . . . . . . .Ps 102:10
and the earth shall c  . . . . . . . . . .Is 26:19
My sight, as I have c  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 7:15
C away from you all  . . . . . . . .Ezek 18:31
brought Daniel and c  . . . . . . . .Dan 6:16
c all our sins into  . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 7:19
whole body to be c  . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:29
the kingdom will be c  . . . . . . .Matt 8:12
spirits, to c them out  . . . . . . . .Matt 10:1
In My name they will c  . . . . .Mark 16:17
by no means c out  . . . . . . . . . .John 6:37
c away His people  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:1
c away your confidence . . . . . .Heb 10:35
c their crowns before  . . . . . . . .Rev 4:10
the great dragon was c . . . . . . . .Rev 12:9
CASTING
nation which I am c . . . . . . . . .Lev 20:23
Andrew his brother, c  . . . . . . .Matt 4:18
c down arguments  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 10:5
c all your care  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:7

CASTS
If Satan c  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 12:26
perfect love c out  . . . . . . . . .1 John 4:18

CATCH
in wait to c the poor  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 10:9
c Him in His words  . . . . . . . .Mark 12:13
down your nets for a c  . . . . . . . .Luke 5:4
From now on you will c  . . . . . .Luke 5:10

CATCHES
and the wolf c the  . . . . . . . . .John 10:12
c the wise in their  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:19

CATERPILLAR
their crops to the c  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:46

CATTLE
c you shall take as . . . . . . . . . . . .Josh 8:2
does not let their c  . . . . . . . . .Ps 107:38

CAUGHT
behind him was a ram c  . . . . .Gen 22:13
and that night they c  . . . . . . . .John 21:3
Spirit of the Lord c  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 8:39
her Child was c up  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 12:5

CAUSE
I would commit my c  . . . . . . . . . .Job 5:8
my enemy without c  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 7:4
hate me without a c . . . . . . . . . .Ps 35:19
c His face to shine  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 67:1
C me to know the way . . . . . . . .Ps 143:8
one to plead his c . . . . . . . . . .Prov 18:17
God, Who pleads the c  . . . . . . . .Is 51:22
He judged the c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 22:16
brother without a c  . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:22
hated Me without a c  . . . . . . .John 15:25
For this c I was born  . . . . . . .John 18:37
CAVES
the people hid in c  . . . . . . . .1 Sam 13:6
rocks, and into the c . . . . . . . . . . .Is 2:19
in dens and c of the  . . . . . . . .Heb 11:38

CEASE
and night shall not c  . . . . . . . . .Gen 8:22

Why should the work c . . . . . . . .Neh 6:3
There the wicked c  . . . . . . . . . .Job 3:17
He makes wars c  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 46:9
C listening to  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 19:27
C to do evil  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:16
tongues, they will c  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:8
do not c to give . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 1:16
do not c to pray for  . . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:9

CEASED
c building the city . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 11:8
the sea, and the sea c  . . . . . . . . .Jon 1:15

CEASES
for the godly man c  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 12:1

CEASING
c your work of faith . . . . . . . .1 Thess 1:3
thank God without c  . . . . . .1 Thess 2:13
pray without c . . . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 5:17

CEDAR
dwell in a house of c  . . . . . . . .2 Sam 7:2
He shall grow like a c  . . . . . . . .Ps 92:12
of our houses are c  . . . . . . . . .Song 1:17
it, paneling it with c  . . . . . . . . .Jer 22:14
Indeed Assyria was a c  . . . . . . .Ezek 31:3

CEDARS
the LORD breaks the c  . . . . . . . . .Ps 29:5
c of Lebanon which He  . . . . . .Ps 104:16

CELESTIAL
but the glory of the c  . . . . . .1 Cor 15:40

CENCHREA
A harbor of Corinth, Acts 18:18
Home of Phoebe, Rom 16:1

CENSER
Aaron, each took his c  . . . . . . . .Lev 10:1
Each man had a c  . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 8:11
which had the golden c . . . . . . . .Heb 9:4
the angel took the c . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 8:5

CEPHAS
Aramaic for Peter, John 1:42

CERTAINTY
make you know the c  . . . . . . .Prov 22:21
you may know the c  . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:4

CERTIFICATE
a man to write a c  . . . . . . . . . .Mark 10:4

CERTIFIED
His testimony has c  . . . . . . . . .John 3:33

CHAFF
c that a storm . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 21:18
c which the wind  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 1:4
Let them be like c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 35:5
be chased like the c  . . . . . . . . . .Is 17:13
You shall conceive c  . . . . . . . . . .Is 33:11
the day passes like c  . . . . . . . . .Zeph 2:2
He will burn up the c . . . . . . . .Matt 3:12

CHAIN
He has made my c  . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 3:7
pit and a great c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 20:1

CHAINED
of God is not c  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:9
the prisoners as if c . . . . . . . . . .Heb 13:3

CHAINS
their kings with c  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 149:8
your neck with c  . . . . . . . . . . .Song 1:10
And his c fell off  . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 12:7
am, except for these c  . . . . . .Acts 26:29
Remember my c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 4:18
minister to me in my c  . . . . . .Philem 13
delivered them into c  . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:4
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CHALDEA
Originally, the southern portion of

Babylonia, Gen 11:31
Applied later to all Babylonia, Dan 3:8
Abram came from, Gen 11:28–31

CHALDEANS
Attack Job, Job 1:17
Nebuchadnezzar, king of, 2 Kin 24:1
Jerusalem defeated by, 2 Kin 25:1–21
Babylon, “the glory of,” Is 13:19
Predicted captivity of Jews among, Jer

25:1–26
God’s agent, Hab 1:6

CHAMBERS
and the c of the south  . . . . . . . . .Job 9:9
brought me into his c  . . . . . . . .Song 1:4
and his c by injustice  . . . . . . . .Jer 22:13

CHAMPION
And a c went out from . . . . . .1 Sam 17:4

CHANGE
c his countenance  . . . . . . . . . .Job 14:20
c the night into day  . . . . . . . . .Job 17:12
and who can make Him c  . . . . .Job 23:13
Because they do not c  . . . . . . . .Ps 55:19
a cloak You will c  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 102:26
with those given to c  . . . . . . .Prov 24:21
Can the Ethiopian c  . . . . . . . . .Jer 13:23
c times and law  . . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 7:25
c their glory into  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 4:7
the LORD, I do not c . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 3:6
now and to c my tone  . . . . . . . .Gal 4:20
there is also a c . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 7:12

CHANGED
But My people have c  . . . . . . . . .Jer 2:11
c the glory of the  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:23
but we shall all be c  . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:51
the priesthood being c  . . . . . . .Heb 7:12

CHANGERS’
and poured out the c  . . . . . . . .John 2:15

CHANGES
c the times and the . . . . . . . . . .Dan 2:21

CHANNELS
c of the sea were seen  . . . . . . . .Ps 18:15

CHARACTER
and c, hope  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:4

CHARGED
May it not be c  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 4:16

CHARIOT
He took off their c . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 14:25
that suddenly a c  . . . . . . . . . .2 Kin 2:11
makes the clouds His c  . . . . . . .Ps 104:3
and overtake this c  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 8:29

CHARIOTS
the clatter of his c  . . . . . . . . . .Judg 5:28
Some trust in c  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 20:7
The c of God are  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:17

CHARITABLE
you do not do your c  . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:1
that your c deed . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:4
c deeds which she  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 9:36

CHARM
C is deceitful and  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 31:30

CHARMERS
heed the voice of c  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 58:5

CHARMS
women who sew magic c  . . . .Ezek 13:18

CHASE
Five of you shall c  . . . . . . . . . . .Lev 26:8
How could one c  . . . . . . . . . .Deut 32:30
angel of the LORD c  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 35:5

CHASTE
may present you as a c  . . . . . .2 Cor 11:2
to be discreet, c . . . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 2:5
c conduct accompanied  . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:2

CHASTEN
C your son while there . . . . . .Prov 19:18
is My desire, I will c  . . . . . . . .Hos 10:10
a father does not c  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:7
I love, I rebuke and c . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:19

CHASTENED
c my soul with fasting  . . . . . . . .Ps 69:10
c every morning  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:14
The LORD has c me  . . . . . . . . .Ps 118:18
In vain I have c . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 2:30
c us as seemed best  . . . . . . . .Heb 12:10

CHASTENING
have not seen the c  . . . . . . . . .Deut 11:2
do not despise the c  . . . . . . . . . .Job 5:17
‘I have borne c . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 34:31
a prayer when Your c  . . . . . . . . .Is 26:16
if you are without c  . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:8
Now no c seems to be . . . . . . .Heb 12:11

CHASTENS
the LORD loves He c  . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:6

CHASTISE
and I, even I, will c  . . . . . . . . .Lev 26:28
c them according  . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 7:12
I will therefore c  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 23:22

CHASTISEMENT
the c for our peace  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:5

CHATTER
c leads only to  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 14:23

CHEAT
‘You shall not c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Lev 19:13
Beware lest anyone c  . . . . . . . . . .Col 2:8

CHEATED
let yourselves be c  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:7
we have c no one  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 7:2

CHEBAR
River in Babylonia, Ezek 1:3
Site of Ezekiel’s visions, Ezek 10:15, 20

CHEDORLAOMER
A king of Elam; invaded Canaan, Gen

14:1–16

CHEEK
Let him give his c . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 3:30
with a rod on the c  . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 5:1
on your right c . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:39

CHEEKBONE
my enemies on the c  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 3:7

CHEEKS
c are lovely with  . . . . . . . . . . .Song 1:10
His c are like a bed  . . . . . . . . .Song 5:13
struck Me, and My c  . . . . . . . . . .Is 50:6

CHEER
and let your heart c  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 11:9
“Son, be of good c  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 9:2

CHEERFUL
for God loves a c  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 9:7
Is anyone c  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .James 5:13

CHEERFULNESS
shows mercy, with c  . . . . . . . .Rom 12:8

CHEESE
and curdle me like c . . . . . . . . .Job 10:10

CHEMOSH
The god of the Moabites, Num 21:29
Children sacrificed to, 2 Kin 3:26, 27
Solomon builds altars to, 1 Kin 11:7
Josiah destroys altars of, 2 Kin 23:13

CHERISHES
but nourishes and c . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:29
as a nursing mother c  . . . . . .1 Thess 2:7

CHERUB
He rode upon a c  . . . . . . . . .2 Sam 22:11

CHERUBIM
and He placed c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 3:24
dwell between the c  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 80:1
fire from among the c  . . . . . . .Ezek 10:2
above it were the c  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:5

CHIEF
is white and ruddy, c  . . . . . . . .Song 5:10
of whom I am c  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:15
Zion a c cornerstone  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:6
has become the c  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:7
C Shepherd appears  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:4

CHILD
Like a weaned c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 131:2
c is known by his  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 20:11
Train up a c in the  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 22:6
For unto us a C  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 9:6
c shall lead them  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 11:6
When Israel was a c  . . . . . . . . .Hos 11:1
virgin shall be with c  . . . . . . . .Matt 1:23
He took a little c  . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 9:36
of God as a little c  . . . . . . . . .Mark 10:15
kind of c will this be  . . . . . . . .Luke 1:66
So the c grew and  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:80
When I was a c  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:11
She bore a male C  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 12:5
CHILDBEARING
she will be saved in c . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:15

CHILDBIRTH
pain as a woman in c  . . . . . . . . . .Is 13:8

CHILDHOOD
from your flesh, for c  . . . . . . .Eccl 11:10
And he said, “From c  . . . . . . .Mark 9:21
c you have known  . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 3:15

CHILDLESS
give me, seeing I go c  . . . . . . . .Gen 15:2
this man down as c . . . . . . . . . .Jer 22:30

CHILDREN
she bore Jacob no c . . . . . . . . . .Gen 30:1
and all of you are c  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 82:6
c are a heritage  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 127:3
He has blessed your c  . . . . . . .Ps 147:13
let the c of Zion be  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 149:2
c are blessed after  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 20:7
c rise up and call her  . . . . . . .Prov 31:28
c are their oppressors  . . . . . . . . . .Is 3:12
c whom the LORD has  . . . . . . . . . .Is 8:18
be the peace of your c  . . . . . . . .Is 54:13
they are My people, c  . . . . . . . . . .Is 63:8
the hearts of the c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 4:6
c will rise up against  . . . . . . .Matt 10:21
and become as little c  . . . . . . .Matt 18:3
c were brought to Him . . . . . .Matt 19:13
“Let the little c  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 19:14
the right to become c  . . . . . . . .John 1:12
you were Abraham’s c  . . . . . . .John 8:39
spirit that we are c  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:16
but as my beloved c  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 4:14
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Brethren, do not be c  . . . . . .1 Cor 14:20
c ought not to lay up  . . . . . .2 Cor 12:14
and were by nature c  . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:3
should no longer be c  . . . . . . . .Eph 4:14
Walk as c of light  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:8
and harmless, c . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:15
now we are c of God . . . . . . . .1 John 3:2
that we love the c  . . . . . . . . . .1 John 5:2
to hear that my c  . . . . . . . . . . . .3 John 4

CHILION
Elimelech’s son, Ruth 1:2
Orpah’s deceased husband, Ruth 1:4, 5
Boaz redeems his estate, Ruth 4:9

CHINNERETH (or Chinneroth)
Fortified city in Naphtali, Deut 3:17
A region bordering the Sea of Galilee,

1 Kin 15:20
Same as the plain of Gennesaret, Matt

14:34
—The OT name for the Sea of Galilee,

Num 34:11
Also called Lake of Gennesaret, Luke

5:1

CHOICE
rather than c gold  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 8:10

CHOOSE
therefore c life . . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 30:19
c none of his ways  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:31
evil and c the good  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 7:15
will still c Israel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 14:1
will again c Jerusalem  . . . . . . .Zech 1:17
You did not c  . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 15:16
yet what I shall c . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:22

CHOOSES
in the way He c  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 25:12

CHOSE
a good while ago God c . . . . . . .Acts 15:7
just as He c us in Him  . . . . . . . . .Eph 1:4
from the beginning c  . . . . . .2 Thess 2:13

CHOSEN
of Jacob, His c  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Chr 16:13
people He has c  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 33:12
a covenant with My c  . . . . . . . . .Ps 89:3
c the way of truth  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:30
servant whom I have c  . . . . . . . .Is 43:10
c that good part  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 10:42
I know whom I have c  . . . . . .John 13:18
c you that you should  . . . . . . .Acts 22:14
c the foolish things . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:27
Has God not c the poor  . . . . . .James 2:5
But you are a c  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:9

CHRIST
genealogy of Jesus C  . . . . . . . . .Matt 1:1
Jesus who is called C  . . . . . . . .Matt 1:16
“You are the C . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 16:16
if You are the C  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 26:63
a Savior, who is C  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:11
that He Himself is C  . . . . . . . .Luke 23:2
the law that the C  . . . . . . . . .John 12:34
he preached the C  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 9:20
have the Spirit of C  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:9
It is C who died  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:34
C did not please  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 15:3
Is C divided  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:13
Him you are in C Jesus  . . . . . .1 Cor 1:30
to be justified by C . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 2:17
been crucified with C  . . . . . . . .Gal 2:20
but C lives in me  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 2:20
your Seed,” who is C  . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:16
before by God in C  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:17

C may dwell in your  . . . . . . . . .Eph 3:17
C will give you  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:14
C is head of the . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:23
to me, to live is C  . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:21
confess that Jesus C  . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:11
C who strengthens  . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:13
which is C in you  . . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:27
C who is our  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 3:4
C is all and in all  . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 3:11
and men, the Man C  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:5
Jesus C is the same  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 13:8
C His Son cleanses us  . . . . . . .1 John 1:7
that Jesus is the C  . . . . . . . . . .1 John 5:1
of His C have come  . . . . . . . . .Rev 12:10
and reigned with C  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 20:4

CHRISTIAN
me to become a C  . . . . . . . . .Acts 26:28
anyone suffers as a C . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:16

CHRISTIANS
were first called C  . . . . . . . . .Acts 11:26

CHRISTS
For false c and  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:24

CHURCH
rock I will build My c . . . . . . .Matt 16:18
them, tell it to the c  . . . . . . . .Matt 18:17
c daily those who were . . . . . . .Acts 2:47
elders in every c . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 14:23
do you despise the c  . . . . . . .1 Cor 11:22
be made known by the c  . . . . . .Eph 3:10
also loved the c  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:25
Himself a glorious c . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:27
as the Lord does the c  . . . . . . . .Eph 5:29
body, which is the c  . . . . . . . . .Col 1:24
and do not let the c  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:16
general assembly and c  . . . . . .Heb 12:23
To the angel of the c  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:1

CHURCHES
strengthening the c  . . . . . . . .Acts 15:41
The c of Christ greet  . . . . . . .Rom 16:16
imitators of the c . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 2:14
John, to the seven c . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:4
angels of the seven c  . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:20
these things in the c  . . . . . . . .Rev 22:16

CHURNING
For as the c of milk  . . . . . . . .Prov 30:33

CHURNS
My heart c within Me  . . . . . . . .Hos 11:8

CILICIA
Paul’s homeland, Acts 21:39
Students from, argued with Stephen,

Acts 6:9
Paul labors in, Gal 1:21

CIRCLE
He walks above the c  . . . . . . . .Job 22:14
when He drew a c  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 8:27
who sits above the c . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:22

CIRCUIT
of heaven, and its c  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 19:6
comes again on its c  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 1:6

CIRCUMCISE
c the foreskin of your . . . . . . .Deut 10:16
LORD your God will c  . . . . . . . .Deut 30:6
C yourselves to the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 4:4
is necessary to c them  . . . . . . .Acts 15:5

CIRCUMCISED
among you shall be c  . . . . . . .Gen 17:10
who will justify the c  . . . . . . . .Rom 3:30
While he was c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 4:10

the gospel for the c  . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 2:7
if you become c  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:2
c the eighth day  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 3:5
In Him you were also c  . . . . . . .Col 2:11

CIRCUMCISION
him the covenant of c . . . . . . . . .Acts 7:8
c that which is outward  . . . . . .Rom 2:28
c is that of the heart  . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:29
a servant to the c  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 15:8
C is nothing and . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:19
Christ Jesus neither c . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:6
For we are the c  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 3:3
circumcised with the c . . . . . . . .Col 2:11
those of the c  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 1:10

CIRCUMSPECTLY
then that you walk c  . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:15

CISTERN
waters of his own c  . . . . . . .2 Kin 18:31
from your own c  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 5:15

CITIES
He overthrew those c  . . . . . . .Gen 19:25
repair the ruined c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 61:4
c are a wilderness  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 64:10
c will be laid waste  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 4:7
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concerning our c  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 3

COMMOTION
there arose a great c  . . . . . . . .Acts 19:23

COMMUNED
I c with my heart  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 1:16

COMMUNION
bless, is it not the c  . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:16
c has light with  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 6:14
c of the Holy Spirit  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 13:14

COMPANION
a man my equal, My c  . . . . . . . .Ps 55:13
I am a c of all who  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:63
the Man who is My C  . . . . . . .Zech 13:7
urge you also, true c  . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:3
your brother and c  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:9

COMPANIONS
are rebellious, and c  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:23
and calling to their c  . . . . . . .Matt 11:16
more than Your c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 1:9
while you became c  . . . . . . . .Heb 10:33
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COMPANY
great was the c  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:11
epistle not to keep c  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 5:9
c corrupts good habits  . . . . .1 Cor 15:33
and do not keep c  . . . . . . . .2 Thess 3:14
to an innumerable c  . . . . . . . .Heb 12:22

COMPARE
may desire cannot c  . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:15
c ourselves with those  . . . . .2 Cor 10:12

COMPARED
the heavens can be c  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 89:6
may desire cannot be c . . . . . . .Prov 8:11
are not worthy to be c  . . . . . . .Rom 8:18

COMPASSION
show you mercy, have c  . . . .Deut 13:17
His people and have c  . . . . . .Deut 32:36
He, being full of c  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:38
are a God full of c  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 86:15
will return and have c . . . . . . . .Jer 12:15
yet He will show c  . . . . . . . . . .Lam 3:32
c everyone to his  . . . . . . . . . . . .Zech 7:9
He was moved with c  . . . . . . .Matt 9:36
also have had c  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 18:33
“I have c on the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 8:2
whomever I will have c  . . . . . .Rom 9:15
He can have c on those . . . . . . . .Heb 5:2
of one mind, having c  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:8
And on some have c  . . . . . . . . . .Jude 22

COMPASSIONATE
c women have cooked  . . . . . . .Lam 4:10
the Lord is very c  . . . . . . . . . .James 5:11

COMPASSIONS
because His c fail not  . . . . . . . .Lam 3:22

COMPEL
c them to come in  . . . . . . . . .Luke 14:23

COMPELLED
Macedonia, Paul was c  . . . . . . .Acts 18:5

COMPELS
the spirit within me c . . . . . . . .Job 32:18
And whoever c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:41
the love of Christ c . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:14

COMPLACENCY
slay them, and the c  . . . . . . . . .Prov 1:32
who are settled in c . . . . . . . . .Zeph 1:12

COMPLAIN
should a living man c  . . . . . . . .Lam 3:39

COMPLAINED
and you c in your  . . . . . . . . . .Deut 1:27
but c in their tents . . . . . . . . . .Ps 106:25
some of them also c  . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:10

COMPLAINERS
These are grumblers, c  . . . . . . . .Jude 16

COMPLAINING
all things without c  . . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:14

COMPLAINT
“Even today my c . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 23:2
I pour out my c  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 142:2
for the LORD has a c . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 6:2
if anyone has a c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 3:13

COMPLAINTS
Who has c  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 23:29
laid many serious c . . . . . . . . . .Acts 25:7

COMPLETE
that you may be made c  . . . . .2 Cor 13:9
work in you will c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:6
and you are c in Him  . . . . . . . . .Col 2:10
of God may be c . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 3:17

make you c in every  . . . . . . . .Heb 13:21
the wrath of God is c . . . . . . . . .Rev 15:1

COMPLETELY
I made a man c well . . . . . . . . .John 7:23
Himself sanctify you c  . . . . .1 Thess 5:23

COMPOSED
But God c the body  . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:24

COMPREHEND
which we cannot c . . . . . . . . . . .Job 37:5
c my path and my lying  . . . . . . .Ps 139:3
the darkness did not c  . . . . . . . .John 1:5
may be able to c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 3:18

CONCEAL
Almighty I will not c  . . . . . . . .Job 27:11
c pride from man  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 33:17
of God to c a matter  . . . . . . . . .Prov 25:2

CONCEALED
c Your lovingkindness  . . . . . . . .Ps 40:10
than love carefully c  . . . . . . . . .Prov 27:5

CONCEIT
selfish ambition or c  . . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:3

CONCEITED
Let us not become c . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:26

CONCEIVE
the virgin shall c  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 7:14
And behold, you will c . . . . . . .Luke 1:31

CONCEIVED
in sin my mother c  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 51:5
when desire has c  . . . . . . . . .James 1:15

CONCERN
Neither do I c myself  . . . . . . . . .Ps 131:1
the things which c  . . . . . . . . .Acts 28:31
my deep c for all the . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:28

CONCERNED
Is it oxen God is c  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 9:9

CONCESSION
But I say this as a c . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:6

CONCILIATION
c pacifies great  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 10:4

CONCLUSION
Let us hear the c . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 12:13

CONDEMN
say to God, ‘Do not c  . . . . . . . . .Job 10:2
world to c the world  . . . . . . . .John 3:17
her, “Neither do I c  . . . . . . . . .John 8:11
judge another you c  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:1
our heart does not c  . . . . . . .1 John 3:21

CONDEMNATION
will receive greater c  . . . . . . .Matt 23:14
can you escape the c  . . . . . . .Matt 23:33
subject to eternal c  . . . . . . . . .Mark 3:29
And this is the c . . . . . . . . . . . .John 3:19
the resurrection of c . . . . . . . . .John 5:29
Their c is just . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:8
therefore now no c  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:1
of c had glory  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 3:9
having c because they  . . . . . .1 Tim 5:12
marked out for this c  . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 4

CONDEMNED
words you will be c  . . . . . . . .Matt 12:37
does not believe is c . . . . . . . . .John 3:18
c sin in the flesh  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:3

CONDEMNS
Who is he who c  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:34
For if our heart c . . . . . . . . . .1 John 3:20

CONDUCT
c yourselves like men  . . . . . . .1 Sam 4:9
who are of upright c  . . . . . . . . .Ps 37:14
c yourself in the . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:15
c that his works are  . . . . . . . .James 3:13
to each one’s work, c  . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:17
from your aimless c . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:18
may be won by the c  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:1

CONFESS
c my transgressions  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 32:5
that if you c with  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 10:9
every tongue shall c  . . . . . . . .Rom 14:11
C your trespasses  . . . . . . . . . .James 5:16
If we c our sins  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 John 1:9
but I will c his name  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:5

CONFESSED
c that He was Christ  . . . . . . . .John 9:22
c the good confession . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:12

CONFESSES
prosper, but whoever c  . . . . .Prov 28:13
c that Jesus is the  . . . . . . . . .1 John 4:15

CONFESSION
of Israel, and make c . . . . . . . . .Josh 7:19
with the mouth c  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 10:10
confessed the good c  . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:12
witnessed the good c  . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:13
High Priest of our c . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 3:1
let us hold fast our c  . . . . . . . . .Heb 4:14

CONFIDENCE
You who are the c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 65:5
the LORD than to put c  . . . . . . . .Ps 118:8
c shall be your  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 30:15
Jesus, and have no c  . . . . . . . . . .Phil 3:3
if we hold fast the c  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 3:6
appears, we may have c  . . . .1 John 2:28

CONFINED
saying, “I am c  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 36:5
the Scripture has c . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:22

CONFIRM
c the promises  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 15:8
who will also c  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:8

CONFIRMED
covenant that was c  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:17
by the Lord, and was c  . . . . . . . .Heb 2:3
c it by an oath  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:17
prophetic word c . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:19

CONFIRMING
c the word through the  . . . . .Mark 16:20

CONFLICT
having the same c  . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:30
to know what a great c  . . . . . . . .Col 2:1

CONFLICTS
Outside were c . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 7:5

CONFORMED
predestined to be c  . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:29
And do not be c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 12:2
sufferings, being c . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 3:10
body that it may be c . . . . . . . . .Phil 3:21

CONFOUNDED
who seek You be c . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 69:6

CONFUSE
c their language  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 11:7

CONFUSED
there the LORD c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 11:9
the assembly was c . . . . . . . . .Acts 19:32

CONFUSION
c who plot my hurt  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 35:4
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us drink the wine of c  . . . . . . . . .Ps 60:3

CONGREGATION
Nor sinners in the c . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 1:5
the c of the wicked  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 22:16
God stands in the c  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 82:1

CONIAH
King of Judah, Jer 22:24, 28
Same as Jehoiachin, 2 Kin 24:8

CONQUER
conquering and to c . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 6:2

CONQUERORS
we are more than c  . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:37

CONSCIENCE
convicted by their c  . . . . . . . . . .John 8:9
strive to have a c  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 24:16
I am not lying, my c  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 9:1
wrath but also for c  . . . . . . . . .Rom 13:5
no questions for c . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:25
faith with a pure c  . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:9
having their own c . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 4:2
to God, cleanse your c  . . . . . . .Heb 9:14
from an evil c and our . . . . . . .Heb 10:22
having a good c  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:16

CONSECRATE
“C to Me all the  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 13:2
c himself this day  . . . . . . . . . .1 Chr 29:5
the trumpet in Zion, c  . . . . . . . .Joel 2:15
c their gain to the  . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 4:13

CONSECRATED
c this house which you  . . . . . . .1 Kin 9:3

CONSENT
entice you, do not c  . . . . . . . . .Prov 1:10
and does not c to  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:3

CONSENTED
you saw a thief, you c  . . . . . . . .Ps 50:18
He had not c to their  . . . . . . .Luke 23:51

CONSENTING
Now Saul was c to his . . . . . . . . .Acts 8:1

CONSIDER
When I c Your heavens  . . . . . . . . .Ps 8:3
c her palaces  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 48:13
c carefully what is  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 23:1
C the work of God  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:13
My people do not c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:3
c the operation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 5:12
your God will c  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jon 1:6
“C your ways  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hag 1:5
C the lilies of the  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:28
C the ravens  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 12:24
Let a man so c us  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 4:1
c how great this man  . . . . . . . . .Heb 7:4
c one another in order  . . . . . .Heb 10:24
c Him who endured  . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:3

CONSIDERS
c all their works  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 33:15

CONSIST
in Him all things c  . . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:17

CONSOLATION
waiting for the C  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:25
have received your c  . . . . . . . .Luke 6:24
abound in us, so our c  . . . . . . .2 Cor 1:5
if there is any c  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:1
given us everlasting c  . . . . .2 Thess 2:16
we might have strong c . . . . . . .Heb 6:18

CONSOLATIONS
Are the c of God too . . . . . . . . .Job 15:11

CONSOLE
c those who mourn  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 61:3

CONSPIRE
What do you c against . . . . . . . . .Nah 1:9

CONSTANT
c prayer was . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 12:5

CONSULT
They only c to cast . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 62:4

CONSULTED
c together against  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 83:3

CONSUME
your midst, lest I c  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 33:3
this great fire will c  . . . . . . . . .Deut 5:25
C them in wrath  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 59:13
whom the Lord will c  . . . . . .2 Thess 2:8

CONSUMED
but the bush was not c  . . . . . . . . .Ex 3:2
c the burnt  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Kin 18:38
For we have been c  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 90:7
mercies we are not c  . . . . . . . .Lam 3:22
beware lest you be c  . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:15

CONSUMING
the LORD was like a c . . . . . . . . .Ex 24:17
before you as a c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 9:3
our God is a c fire  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:29

CONSUMMATION
I have seen the c  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:96

CONSUMPTION
will strike you with c . . . . . . .Deut 28:22

CONTAIN
of heavens cannot c  . . . . . . . . .2 Chr 2:6
c the books that  . . . . . . . . . . .John 21:25

CONTEMPT
He pours c on princes  . . . . . . .Job 12:21
wicked comes, c comes  . . . . . .Prov 18:3
and everlasting c . . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 12:2
and be treated with c  . . . . . . .Mark 9:12

CONTEMPTIBLE
of the LORD is c  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 1:7
also have made you c  . . . . . . . . .Mal 2:9
and his speech c . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 10:10

CONTEND
show me why You c  . . . . . . . . . .Job 10:2
Will you c for God  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 13:8
let us c together  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 43:26
for I will c with him  . . . . . . . . . .Is 49:25
then how can you c  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 12:5
c earnestly for the  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 3

CONTENDED
Therefore the people c  . . . . . . . .Ex 17:2

CONTENT
state I am, to be c  . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:11
these we shall be c  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:8
covetousness; be c  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 13:5

CONTENTION
lips enter into c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 18:6
and c will leave  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 22:10
strife and a man of c  . . . . . . . . .Jer 15:10

CONTENTIONS
Casting lots causes c  . . . . . . .Prov 18:18
sorcery, hatred, c . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:20
genealogies, c  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 3:9

CONTENTIOUS
than with a c and . . . . . . . . . .Prov 21:19
shared with a c woman  . . . . .Prov 25:24
anyone seems to be c  . . . . . .1 Cor 11:16

CONTENTMENT
c is great gain  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:6

CONTINUAL
a merry heart has a c  . . . . . . .Prov 15:15
in wrath with a c  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 14:6
c coming she weary me  . . . . . .Luke 18:5
c grief in my heart  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 9:2

CONTINUALLY
heart was only evil c . . . . . . . . . .Gen 6:5
His praise shall c  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 34:1
and Your truth c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 40:11
of God endures c  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 52:1
I keep Your law c  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:44
Before Me c are grief  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 6:7
and wait on your God c  . . . . . . .Hos 12:6
will give ourselves c  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 6:4
remains a priest c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 7:3
c offer the sacrifice  . . . . . . . . .Heb 13:15

CONTINUE
tells lies shall not c  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 101:7
persuaded them to c  . . . . . . . .Acts 13:43
Shall we c in sin that  . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:1
who does not c in all  . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:10
C earnestly in prayer  . . . . . . . . . .Col 4:2
because they did not c  . . . . . . . .Heb 8:9
Let brotherly love c . . . . . . . . . .Heb 13:1
asleep, all things c . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:4

CONTINUED
c steadfastly in the  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 2:42
us, they would have c  . . . . . .1 John 2:19

CONTINUES
But He, because He c  . . . . . . . .Heb 7:24
law of liberty and c  . . . . . . . .James 1:25

CONTRADICTIONS
idle babblings and c  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:20

CONTRARY
to worship God c  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 18:13
and these are c  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:17
please God and are c  . . . . . .1 Thess 2:15
other thing that is c  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:10

CONTRIBUTION
to make a certain c . . . . . . . . .Rom 15:26

CONTRITE
saves such as have a c  . . . . . . . .Ps 34:18
a broken and a c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 51:17
with him who has a c  . . . . . . . . .Is 57:15
poor and of a c spirit  . . . . . . . . . .Is 66:2

CONTROVERSY
another, matters of c  . . . . . . . .Deut 17:8
For the LORD has a c  . . . . . . . . .Jer 25:31
c great is  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:16

CONVERSION
describing the c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 15:3

CONVERTED
unless you are c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 18:3

CONVEYED
of darkness and c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:13

CONVICT
He has come, He will c  . . . . . .John 16:8
c those who  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 1:9
c all who are ungodly  . . . . . . . . .Jude 15

CONVICTS
Which of you c  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 8:46

CONVINCED
Let each be fully c  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 14:5

COOKED
c their own children . . . . . . . . .Lam 4:10
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COOL
in the garden in the c  . . . . . . . . .Gen 3:8
and c my tongue  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 16:24

COPIES
necessary that the c  . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:23
hands, which are c  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:24

COPPER
hills you can dig c  . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 8:9
of cups, pitchers, c  . . . . . . . . . .Mark 7:4
sold for two c coins  . . . . . . . . .Luke 12:6

COPPERSMITH
c did me much harm  . . . . . . .2 Tim 4:14

COPY
who serve the c  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 8:5

CORD
this line of scarlet c  . . . . . . . . .Josh 2:18
And a threefold c  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 4:12
before the silver c . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 12:6

CORDS
in pieces the c  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 129:4
he is caught in the c . . . . . . . . .Prov 5:22
draw iniquity with c  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 5:18
them with gentle c  . . . . . . . . . .Hos 11:4
had made a whip of c  . . . . . . . .John 2:15

CORINTH
Paul labors at, Acts 18:1–18
Site of church, 1 Cor 1:2
Visited by Apollos, Acts 19:1

CORNELIUS
A religious Gentile, Acts 10:1–48

CORNER
was not done in a c  . . . . . . . .Acts 26:26

CORNERSTONE
Or who laid its c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 38:6
has become the chief c  . . . . . .Ps 118:22
stone, a precious c  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 28:16
become the chief c  . . . . . . . .Matt 21:42
in Zion a chief c  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:6

CORPSE
c was thrown on the . . . . . . .1 Kin 13:24
c trodden underfoot  . . . . . . . . . .Is 14:19

CORRECT
with rebukes You c  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 39:11
C your son . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 29:17
But I will c you in  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 30:11

CORRECTED
human fathers who c  . . . . . . . .Heb 12:9

CORRECTION
nor detest His c  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:11
but he who refuses c  . . . . . . .Prov 10:17
but he who hates c . . . . . . . . . .Prov 12:1
c will drive it  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 22:15
Do not withhold c  . . . . . . . . .Prov 23:13
they received no c  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 2:30
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Mesopotamian king; oppresses Israel,
Judg 3:8

Othniel delivers Israel from, Judg 3:9, 10
CUSTOM
to me, as Your c  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:132
according to the c . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 15:1
we have no such c  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 11:16
CUT
confidence shall be c  . . . . . . . . .Job 8:14
evildoers shall be c  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 37:9
the wicked will be c . . . . . . . . .Prov 2:22
causes you to sin, c  . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:30
and will c him in  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:51
him whose ear Peter c  . . . . . .John 18:26
He had his hair c  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 18:18
CYMBAL
or a clanging c  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:1
CYPRUS

Mentioned in prophecies, Num 24:24;
Is 23:1–12; Jer 2:10

Christians preach to Jews of, Acts
11:19, 20

Paul and Barnabas visit, Acts 13:4–13;
15:39

CYRENE
A Greek colonial city in North Africa;

home of Simon the cross-bearer, Matt
27:32

Synagogue of, Acts 6:9
Christians from, become missionaries,

Acts 11:20
CYRUS

King of Persia, referred to as God’s
anointed, Is 44:28—45:1

D

DAGON
The national god of the Philistines, Judg

16:23

Falls before ark, 1 Sam 5:1–5

DAILY
much as they gather d . . . . . . . . .Ex 16:5
d He shall be  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 72:15
to me, watching d  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 8:34
Yet they seek Me d . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 58:2
Give us this day our d  . . . . . . .Matt 6:11
I sat d with you  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 26:55
take up his cross d . . . . . . . . . .Luke 9:23
the Scriptures d  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 17:11
our Lord, I die d  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:31
stands ministering d  . . . . . . . .Heb 10:11

DALMATIA
A region east of the Adriatic Sea; Titus

departs for, 2 Tim 4:10

DAMASCUS
Capital of Syria; captured by David;

ruled by enemy kings, 2 Sam 8:5, 6;
1 Kin 11:23, 24; 15:18

Elisha’s prophecy in, 2 Kin 8:7–15
Taken by Assyrians, 2 Kin 16:9
Prophecy concerning, Is 8:3, 4
Paul converted on road to; first

preaches there, Acts 9:1–22
escapes from, 2 Cor 11:32, 33
revisits, Gal 1:17

DAN
Jacob’s son by Bilhah, Gen 30:5, 6
Prophecy concerning, Gen 49:16, 17

—Tribe of:
Numbered, Num 1:38, 39
Blessed, Deut 33:22
Receive their inheritance, Josh

19:40–47
Fall into idolatry, Judg 18:1–31

—Town, northern boundary of Israel, Judg
20:1

Called Leshem; captured by Danites,
Josh 19:47

Center of idolatry, 1 Kin 12:28–30
Destroyed by Ben-Hadad, 1 Kin 15:20

DANCE
and their children d  . . . . . . . . .Job 21:11
His name with the d  . . . . . . . . .Ps 149:3
mourn, and a time to d  . . . . . . . .Eccl 3:4
d has turned into  . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 5:15
and you did not d . . . . . . . . . .Matt 11:17

DANCED
Then David d before  . . . . . . .2 Sam 6:14
daughter of Herodias d . . . . . . .Matt 14:6

DANCING
saw the calf and the d  . . . . . . . .Ex 32:19
me my mourning into d  . . . . . . .Ps 30:11
he heard music and d  . . . . . .Luke 15:25

DANIEL
Taken to Babylon; refuses

Nebuchadnezzar’s foods, Dan 1
Interprets dreams; honored by king,

Dan 2
Interprets handwriting on wall; honored

by Belshazzar, Dan 5:10–29
Appointed to high office; conspired

against and thrown to lions, Dan
6:1–23

Visions of four beasts, ram and goat,
Dan 7; 8

Intercedes for Israel, Dan 9:1–19
Further visions, Dan 9:20—12:13
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DARE
someone would even d  . . . . . . .Rom 5:7
D any of you . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:1

DARIUS
Darius the Mede, son of Ahasuerus;

made king of the Chaldeans, Dan 9:1
Succeeds Belshazzar, Dan 5:30, 31
Co-ruler with Cyrus, Dan 6:28

—Darius Hystaspis (522–486 B.C.), king of
all Persia; temple work dated by his
reign, Ezra 4:5, 24

Confirms Cyrus’s royal edict, Ezra
6:1–14

—Darius the Persian (423–404 B.C.);
priestly records kept during his reign,
Neh 12:22

DARK
dwell in the d cloud  . . . . . . . .1 Kin 8:12
I am d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Song 1:5
d place of the earth  . . . . . . . . . .Is 45:19
d places like the dead  . . . . . . . . .Lam 3:6
and makes the day d . . . . . . . . .Amos 5:8
and the day shall be d  . . . . . . . . .Mic 3:6
I tell you in the d  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 10:27
while it was still d  . . . . . . . . . .John 20:1
shines in a d place  . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:19

DARKENED
so that the land was d  . . . . . . . .Ex 10:15
Let their eyes be d . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 69:23
their understanding d  . . . . . . . .Eph 4:18

DARKNESS
d He called Night  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 1:5
shall enlighten my d  . . . . . .2 Sam 22:29
through the deep d  . . . . . . . . .Job 22:13
Those who sat in d  . . . . . . . . .Ps 107:10
d shall not hide  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 139:12
d have seen a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 9:2
I will make d light  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 42:16
and deep d the people  . . . . . . . . .Is 60:2
Israel, or a land of d  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 2:31
body will be full of d  . . . . . . . .Matt 6:23
cast out into outer d . . . . . . . . .Matt 8:12
and the power of d  . . . . . . . .Luke 22:53
d rather than light  . . . . . . . . . .John 3:19
d does not know  . . . . . . . . . .John 12:35
For you were once d  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:8
the rulers of the d  . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:12
us from the power of d  . . . . . . .Col 1:13
of the night nor of d  . . . . . . .1 Thess 5:5
and to blackness and d  . . . . . .Heb 12:18
called you out of d . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:9
d is reserved  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:17
and in Him is no d  . . . . . . . . .1 John 1:5
Him, and walk in d  . . . . . . . . .1 John 1:6
d is passing away  . . . . . . . . . .1 John 2:8
blackness of d forever  . . . . . . . . .Jude 13

DARTS
quench all the fiery d  . . . . . . . .Eph 6:16

DASH
You shall d them to  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 2:9
lest you d your foot  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 4:6

DASHED
hand, O LORD, has d  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 15:6
also will be d to  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 13:16
infants shall be d . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 13:16

DATHAN
Joins Korah’s rebellion, Num 16:1–35
Swallowed up by the earth, Ps 106:17

DAUGHTER
had neither son nor d  . . . . . . .Judg 11:34
“Rejoice greatly, O d  . . . . . . . . .Zech 9:9
“Fear not, d of Zion  . . . . . . . .John 12:15
the son of Pharaoh’s d  . . . . . .Heb 11:24

DAUGHTERS
he had sons and d . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 5:4
of God saw the d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 6:2
a bird, and all the d . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 12:4
d shall prophesy  . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 2:17
man had four virgin d  . . . . . . . .Acts 21:9
shall be My sons and d  . . . . . .2 Cor 6:18

DAVID
Anointed by Samuel, 1 Sam 16:1–13
Becomes royal harpist, 1 Sam 16:14–23
Defeats Goliath, 1 Sam 17
Makes covenant with Jonathan, 1 Sam

18:1–4
Honored by Saul; loved by the people;

Saul becomes jealous, 1 Sam 18:5–16
Wins Michal as wife, 1 Sam 18:17–30
Flees from Saul, 1 Sam 19; 20; 21:10—

22:5; 23:14–29
Eats the holy bread, 1 Sam 21:1–6;

Matt 12:3, 4
Saves Keilah from Philistines, 1 Sam

23:1–13
Twice spares Saul’s life, 1 Sam

24:1–22; 26:1–25
Anger at Nabal appeased by Abigail;

marries her, 1 Sam 25:2–42
Allies with the Philistines, 1 Sam

27:1—28:2
Rejected by them, 1 Sam 29
Avenges destruction of Ziklag, 1 Sam 30
Mourns death of Saul and Jonathan,

2 Sam 1
Anointed king of Judah, 2 Sam 2:1–7
War with Saul’s house; Abner defects to

David, 2 Sam 3:1, 6–21
Mourns Abner’s death, 2 Sam 3:28–39
Punishes Ishbosheth’s murderers,

2 Sam 4
Anointed king of all Israel, 2 Sam 5:1–5
Conquers Jerusalem; makes it his

capital, 2 Sam 5:6–16
Defeats Philistines, 2 Sam 5:17–25
Brings ark to Jerusalem, 2 Sam 6
Receives eternal covenant, 2 Sam 7
Further conquests, 2 Sam 8; 10
Shows mercy to Mephibosheth, 

2 Sam 9
Commits adultery and murder, 

2 Sam 11
Rebuked by Nathan; repents, 2 Sam

12:1–23; Ps 32; 51
Absalom’s rebellion, 2 Sam 15—18
Mourns Absalom’s death, 2 Sam

18:33—19:8
Shows himself merciful, 2 Sam

19:18–39
Sheba’s rebellion, 2 Sam 19:40—20:22
Avenges the Gibeonites, 2 Sam 21:1–14
Song of deliverance, 2 Sam 22
Sins by numbering the people, 2 Sam

24:1–17
Buys threshing floor to build altar,

2 Sam 24:18–25
Secures Solomon’s succession, 1 Kin

1:5–53
Instructions to Solomon, 1 Kin 2:1–11
Last words, 2 Sam 23:1–7

Inspired by Spirit, Matt 22:43
As prophet, Acts 2:29–34
Faith of, Heb 11:32–34

DAY
God called the light D  . . . . . . . . .Gen 1:5
and d and night  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 8:22
shall observe this d  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 12:17
Remember the Sabbath d  . . . . . .Ex 20:8
and cursed the d  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 3:1
d utters speech  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 19:2
For a d in Your courts  . . . . . . . .Ps 84:10
d the LORD has . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 118:24
not strike you by d . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 121:6
night shines as the d  . . . . . . . .Ps 139:12
do not know what a d  . . . . . . .Prov 27:1
For the d of the LORD . . . . . . . . .Joel 2:11
who put far off the d . . . . . . . . .Amos 6:3
for the d of the LORD  . . . . . . . . .Zeph 1:7
who has despised the d  . . . . . .Zech 4:10
who can endure the d  . . . . . . . . .Mal 3:2
d our daily bread  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:11
and Gomorrah in the d  . . . . .Matt 10:15
sent Me while it is d  . . . . . . . . .John 9:4
great and awesome d  . . . . . . . .Acts 2:20
person esteems one d . . . . . . . .Rom 14:5
D will declare it  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:13
again the third d . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:4
perfectly that the d  . . . . . . . .1 Thess 5:2
and sons of the d . . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 5:5
with the Lord one d  . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:8

DAYS
d are swifter than a  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 7:6
Let me alone, for my d  . . . . . . . .Job 7:16
of woman is of few d  . . . . . . . . .Job 14:1
blessed the latter d . . . . . . . . . .Job 42:12
The d of our lives are . . . . . . . . .Ps 90:10
for length of d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:2
“Why were the former d . . . . . .Eccl 7:10
Before the difficult d  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 12:1
and tested them ten d  . . . . . . . .Dan 1:14
had shortened those d . . . . . .Mark 13:20
raise it up in three d  . . . . . . . .John 2:20
You observe d and  . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 4:10
life and see good d  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:10

DAYSPRING
with which the D  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:78

DEACONS
with the bishops and d  . . . . . . . .Phil 1:1
d must be reverent  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:8
d be the husbands  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:12

DEAD
“We shall all be d  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 12:33
he stood between the d  . . . . .Num 16:48
work wonders for the d  . . . . . . .Ps 88:10
who have long been d  . . . . . . . .Ps 143:3
But the d know nothing  . . . . . . .Eccl 9:5
shall cast out the d  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 26:19
d bury their own d . . . . . . . . . .Matt 8:22
d are raised up and  . . . . . . . . .Matt 11:5
not the God of the d  . . . . . . .Matt 22:32
for this my son was d . . . . . . .Luke 15:24
d will hear the voice  . . . . . . . .John 5:25
was raised from the d . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:4
yourselves to be d  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:11
from the law sin was d  . . . . . . . .Rom 7:8
be Lord of both the d  . . . . . . . .Rom 14:9
resurrection of the d . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:12
baptized for the d  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:29
made alive, who were d  . . . . . . .Eph 2:1
And the d in Christ  . . . . . . .1 Thess 4:16
d while she lives  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:6
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without works is d  . . . . . . . . .James 2:26
d did not live again  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 20:5
And the d were judged  . . . . . .Rev 20:12

DEAD SEA
Called the:

Salt Sea, Gen 14:3
Sea of the Arabah, Deut 3:17

DEADLY
they drink anything d  . . . . . .Mark 16:18
evil, full of d poison  . . . . . . . . .James 3:8
d wound was healed  . . . . . . . . .Rev 13:3

DEADNESS
the d of Sarah’s womb  . . . . . . .Rom 4:19

DEAF
makes the mute, the d  . . . . . . . .Ex 4:11
d shall hear the words  . . . . . . . .Is 29:18
d shall be unstopped . . . . . . . . . . .Is 35:5
d as My messenger . . . . . . . . . . .Is 42:19
d who have ears  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 43:8
their ears shall be d . . . . . . . . . .Mic 7:16
are cleansed and the d  . . . . . . .Matt 11:5

DEAL
Do you thus d with the  . . . . . .Deut 32:6
My Servant shall d  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 52:13

DEATH
Let me die the d  . . . . . . . . . .Num 23:10
d parts you and me  . . . . . . . . .Ruth 1:17
and the shadow of d  . . . . . . . . .Job 10:21
You will bring me to d  . . . . . . .Job 30:23
For in d there is no  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 6:5
I sleep the sleep of d  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 13:3
of the shadow of d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 23:4
my soul from d  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 56:13
can live and not see d  . . . . . . . .Ps 89:48
house leads down to d  . . . . . . .Prov 2:18
who hate me love d  . . . . . . . . .Prov 8:36
D and life are in the  . . . . . . . .Prov 18:21
swallow up d forever  . . . . . . . . . .Is 25:8
no pleasure in the d . . . . . . . .Ezek 18:32
redeem them from d  . . . . . . . .Hos 13:14
turns the shadow of d . . . . . . . .Amos 5:8
who shall not taste d  . . . . . . .Matt 16:28
but has passed from d  . . . . . . .John 5:24
he shall never see d  . . . . . . . . .John 8:51
Nevertheless d reigned . . . . . . .Rom 5:14
as sin reigned in d  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:21
D no longer has  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:9
the wages of sin is d . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:23
to bear fruit to d . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 7:5
proclaim the Lord’s d  . . . . . .1 Cor 11:26
since by man came d  . . . . . .1 Cor 15:21
D is swallowed up in  . . . . . .1 Cor 15:54
The sting of d is sin  . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:56
we are the aroma of d . . . . . . .2 Cor 2:16
d is working in us . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 4:12
the world produces d  . . . . . . .2 Cor 7:10
to the point of d  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:8
d crowned with glory  . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:9
who had the power of d  . . . . . .Heb 2:14
that he did not see d  . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:5
brings forth d  . . . . . . . . . . . . .James 1:15
to God, being put to d  . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:18
is sin leading to d  . . . . . . . . .1 John 5:16
Be faithful until d  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:10
Over such the second d  . . . . . . .Rev 20:6
shall be no more d . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:4
which is the second d  . . . . . . . .Rev 21:8

DEBIR
City of Judah; captured by Joshua, Josh

10:38, 39

Recaptured by Othniel; formerly called
Kirjath Sepher, Josh 15:15–17; Judg
1:11–13

DEBORAH
A prophetess and judge, Judg 4:4–14
Composed song of triumph, Judg

5:1–31

DEBTOR
I am a d both to  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:14
that he is a d to keep  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:3

DEBTORS
as we forgive our d  . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:12
of his master’s d  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 16:5
brethren, we are d  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:12
and they are their d  . . . . . . . .Rom 15:27

DECEIT
spirit there is no d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 32:2
from speaking d . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 34:13
d shall not dwell  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 101:7
D is in the heart of  . . . . . . . . .Prov 12:20
Nor was any d in His  . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:9
They hold fast to d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 8:5
in whom is no d . . . . . . . . . . . .John 1:47
“O full of all d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 13:10
philosophy and empty d  . . . . . . . .Col 2:8
no sin, nor was d  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:22
mouth was found no d . . . . . . . .Rev 14:5

DECEITFUL
deliver me from the d  . . . . . . . . .Ps 43:1
d men shall not  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 55:23
of the wicked are d  . . . . . . . . .Prov 12:5
of an enemy are d  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 27:6
“The heart is d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 17:9
are false apostles, d  . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:13

DECEITFULLY
an idol, nor sworn d  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 24:4
the word of God d  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 4:2

DECEITFULNESS
this world and the d . . . . . . . .Matt 13:22
hardened through the d  . . . . . .Heb 3:13

DECEIVE
‘Do not d yourselves  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 37:9
rise up and d many  . . . . . . . .Matt 24:11
wonders to d  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:24
Let no one d himself . . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:18
Let no one d you with  . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:6
we have no sin, we d  . . . . . . .1 John 1:8

DECEIVED
“The serpent d  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 3:13
d heart has turned him . . . . . . . .Is 44:20
by the commandment, d  . . . . .Rom 7:11
as the serpent d  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:3
but the woman being d  . . . . .1 Tim 2:14
deceiving and being d  . . . . . .2 Tim 3:13

DECEIVER
“But cursed be the d  . . . . . . . . .Mal 1:14
how that d said  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 27:63
This is a d and an . . . . . . . . . . . .2 John 7

DECEIVES
heed that no one d . . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:4
d his own heart  . . . . . . . . . . .James 1:26

DECENTLY
all things be done d  . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:40

DECEPTION
d all the day long  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 38:12

DECEPTIVE
you with d words  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:3

DECISION
but its every d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 16:33
in the valley of d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Joel 3:14

DECLARE
The heavens d the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 19:1
d Your name to My  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 22:22
d what He had done  . . . . . . . . .Ps 66:16
d that the LORD is  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 92:15
d His generation . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:8
“I will d Your name  . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:12
seen and heard we d  . . . . . . . .1 John 1:3

DECLARED
the Father, He has d . . . . . . . . .John 1:18
and d to be the Son of  . . . . . . . .Rom 1:4

DECREE
“I will declare the d . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 2:7
d which shall not pass  . . . . . . . .Ps 148:6
in those days that a d . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:1

DEDICATED
house and has not d . . . . . . . . .Deut 20:5
every d thing in  . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 44:29
first covenant was d  . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:18

DEDICATION
sacrifices at the d  . . . . . . . . . . .Ezra 6:17
it was the Feast of D . . . . . . . .John 10:22

DEED
d has been done . . . . . . . . . . .Judg 19:30
you do a charitable d  . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:2
you do in word or d  . . . . . . . . . .Col 3:17

DEEDS
Declare His d among  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 9:11
vengeance on their d  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 99:8
harlot by their own d . . . . . . . .Ps 106:39
declare His d among . . . . . . . . . . .Is 12:4
they surpass the d . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 5:28
because their d  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 3:19
You do the d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 8:41
one according to his d  . . . . . . . .Rom 2:6
you put to death the d  . . . . . . .Rom 8:13
shares in his evil d  . . . . . . . . . .2 John 11

DEEP
LORD God caused a d . . . . . . . . .Gen 2:21
He lays up the d  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 33:7
D calls unto d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 42:7
In His hand are the d . . . . . . . . . .Ps 95:4
His wonders in the d  . . . . . . . .Ps 107:24
put out in d darkness  . . . . . . .Prov 20:20
led them through the d . . . . . . . .Is 63:13
d closed around me  . . . . . . . . . . .Jon 2:5
d uttered its voice . . . . . . . . . . .Hab 3:10
“Launch out into the d  . . . . . . .Luke 5:4
I have been in the d  . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:25

DEEPER
D than Sheol  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 11:8

DEEPLY
Drink, yes, drink d  . . . . . . . . . .Song 5:1
But He sighed d  . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 8:12

DEER
“Naphtali is a d  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 49:21
As the d pants for the  . . . . . . . . .Ps 42:1
shall leap like a d  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 35:6

DEFEATED
and Israel was d . . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 4:10

DEFECT
who has any d  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lev 21:17

DEFEND
‘For I will d this  . . . . . . . . . .2 Kin 19:34
d my own ways before  . . . . . . .Job 13:15
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D the poor and  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 82:3
d the fatherless  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:17
of hosts d Jerusalem  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 31:5

DEFENDER
a d of widows  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:5

DEFENSE
For wisdom is a d  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:12
d will be the  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 33:16
am appointed for the d  . . . . . . .Phil 1:17
d no one stood with me  . . . . .2 Tim 4:16
be ready to give a d  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:15

DEFILE
the heart, and they d  . . . . . . .Matt 15:18
also these dreamers d  . . . . . . . . . .Jude 8

DEFILED
d the dwelling place  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 74:7
For your hands are d  . . . . . . . . . .Is 59:3
lest they should be d  . . . . . . .John 18:28
to those who are d  . . . . . . . . .Titus 1:15
and conscience are d  . . . . . . . .Titus 1:15
even the garment d  . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 23

DEFILES
mouth, this d a man . . . . . . . .Matt 15:11
d the temple of God  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:17
it anything that d . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:27

DEFRAUD
d his brother in this  . . . . . . .1 Thess 4:6

DEGENERATE
before Me into the d . . . . . . . . . .Jer 2:21
d is your heart  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 16:30

DEGREES
go forward ten d  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Kin 20:9

DELAIAH
Son of Shemaiah; urges Jehoiakim not

to burn Jeremiah’s scroll, Jer 36:12,
25

DELICACIES
let me eat of their d  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 141:4
Do not desire his d . . . . . . . . . .Prov 23:3
of the king’s d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 1:5

DELICATE
be called tender and d  . . . . . . . . .Is 47:1
a lovely and d woman  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 6:2

DELIGHT
the LORD as great d  . . . . . . .1 Sam 15:22
And his heart took d  . . . . . . .2 Chr 17:6
Will he d himself in  . . . . . . . . .Job 27:10
But his d is in the  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 1:2
D yourself also in the . . . . . . . . . .Ps 37:4
I d to do Your will  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 40:8
Your law had been my d  . . . . .Ps 119:92
d ourselves with love  . . . . . . . .Prov 7:18
And I was daily His d  . . . . . . . .Prov 8:30
truthfully are His d . . . . . . . . .Prov 12:22
And let your soul d . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 55:2
call the Sabbath a d  . . . . . . . . . .Is 58:13
For I d in the law of  . . . . . . . . .Rom 7:22

DELIGHTED
The LORD d only in  . . . . . . . .Deut 10:15

DELIGHTS
O love, with your d  . . . . . . . . . .Song 7:6
For the LORD d in you  . . . . . . . . . .Is 62:4
forever, because He d  . . . . . . . .Mic 7:18

DELILAH
Deceives Samson, Judg 16:4–22

DELIVER
d them out of the hand  . . . . . . . . .Ex 3:8

He shall d you in six . . . . . . . . . .Job 5:19
is no one who can d  . . . . . . . . . .Job 10:7
‘D him from going down  . . . . .Job 33:24
Let Him d Him  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 22:8
d their soul from  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 33:19
I will d him and honor . . . . . . . .Ps 91:15
d you from the immoral  . . . . . .Prov 2:16
wickedness will not d  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 8:8
have I no power to d  . . . . . . . . . .Is 50:2
we serve is able to d  . . . . . . . . .Dan 3:17
into temptation, but d  . . . . . . .Matt 6:13
let Him d Him now if . . . . . . .Matt 27:43
d such a one to Satan  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 5:5
And the Lord will d  . . . . . . . .2 Tim 4:18
d the godly out of  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:9

DELIVERANCE
d He gives to His king  . . . . . . . .Ps 18:50
but d is of the LORD  . . . . . . . .Prov 21:31
not accepting d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:35

DELIVERED
d the poor who cried  . . . . . . . .Job 29:12
for You have d my soul  . . . . . . .Ps 56:13
For He has d the life  . . . . . . . . .Jer 20:13
All things have been d  . . . . . .Matt 11:27
who was d up because  . . . . . . .Rom 4:25
But now we have been d  . . . . . .Rom 7:6
who d us from so great  . . . . . .2 Cor 1:10
was once for all d  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 3

DELIVERER
the LORD raised up a d  . . . . . . . .Judg 3:9
LORD gave Israel a d  . . . . . . . .2 Kin 13:5
D will come out of  . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:26

DELIVERERS
d who saved them  . . . . . . . . . .Neh 9:27

DELIVERS
d the kingdom to God . . . . . .1 Cor 15:24
even Jesus who d  . . . . . . . .1 Thess 1:10

DELUSION
send them strong d  . . . . . . .2 Thess 2:11

DEMAS
Follows Paul, Col 4:14
Forsakes Paul, 2 Tim 4:10

DEMETRIUS
A silversmith at Ephesus, Acts

19:24–31
—A good Christian, 3 John 12

DEMON
Jesus rebuked the d  . . . . . . . .Matt 17:18
you say, ‘He has a d  . . . . . . . . .Luke 7:33
and have a d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 8:48

DEMONIC
is earthly, sensual, d . . . . . . . .James 3:15

DEMONS
They sacrificed to d  . . . . . . . .Deut 32:17
their daughters to d  . . . . . . . . .Ps 106:37
authority over all d  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 9:1
the d are subject  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 10:17
Lord and the cup of d  . . . . . .1 Cor 10:21
Even the d believe  . . . . . . . . .James 2:19
a dwelling place of d  . . . . . . . . .Rev 18:2

DEMONSTRATE
faith, to d His . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:25

DEMONSTRATES
d His own love toward  . . . . . . . .Rom 5:8

DEN
in the viper’s d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 11:8
by My name, become a d  . . . . . .Jer 7:11
cast him into the d  . . . . . . . . . .Dan 6:16

it a ‘d of thieves . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 21:13

DENARIUS
the laborers for a d  . . . . . . . . .Matt 20:2
they brought Him a d . . . . . . .Matt 22:19
quart of wheat for a d  . . . . . . . . .Rev 6:6

DENIED
before men will be d  . . . . . . . .Luke 12:9
Peter then d again  . . . . . . . . .John 18:27
d the Holy One and the  . . . . . .Acts 3:14
things cannot be d  . . . . . . . . .Acts 19:36
household, he has d  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:8
word, and have not d  . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:8

DENIES
But whoever d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 10:33
d that Jesus is the  . . . . . . . . .1 John 2:22

DENS
lie down in their d . . . . . . . . . .Ps 104:22
and mountains, in d  . . . . . . . .Heb 11:38

DENY
lest I be full and d  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 30:9
let him d himself  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 16:24
He cannot d Himself  . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:13
in works they d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 1:16
d the only Lord  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 4
d My faith even . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:13

DENYING
but d its power  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 3:5
d ungodliness and  . . . . . . . . . .Titus 2:12
d the Lord who bought  . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:1

DEPART
scepter shall not d  . . . . . . . . .Gen 49:10
they say to God, ‘D . . . . . . . . . .Job 21:14
D from evil  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 34:14
fear the LORD and d  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:7
the mountains, shall d  . . . . . . . .Is 54:10
on the left hand, ‘D  . . . . . . . .Matt 25:41
will d from the faith . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 4:1

DEPARTED
the day that you d  . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 9:7

DEPARTING
heart of unbelief in d  . . . . . . . .Heb 3:12

DEPARTURE
d savage wolves will  . . . . . . . .Acts 20:29
and the time of my d  . . . . . . . .2 Tim 4:6

DEPRESSION
of man causes d  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 12:25

DEPRIVE
d myself of good  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 4:8
d one another except  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:5

DEPTH
because they had no d  . . . . . . .Matt 13:5
nor height nor d . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:39
Oh, the d of the  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:33
width and length and d  . . . . . . .Eph 3:18

DEPTHS
d have covered them . . . . . . . . . .Ex 15:5
The d also trembled . . . . . . . . . .Ps 77:16
my soul from the d  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 86:13
led them through the d  . . . . . . .Ps 106:9
go down again to the d  . . . . . .Ps 107:26
d I was brought forth  . . . . . . . .Prov 8:24
our sins into the d . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 7:19
have not known the d  . . . . . . . .Rev 2:24

DERANGED
the nations are d . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 51:7

DERBE
Paul visits, Acts 14:6, 20
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Paul meets Timothy at, Acts 16:1

DERISION
shall hold them in d . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 2:4
I am in d daily  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 20:7

DESCEND
His glory shall not d . . . . . . . . . .Ps 49:17
d now from the cross  . . . . . .Mark 15:32
Lord Himself will d  . . . . . . .1 Thess 4:16
This wisdom does not d  . . . . .James 3:15

DESCENDANTS
All you d of Jacob  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 22:23
d shall inherit the  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 25:13
In the LORD all the d  . . . . . . . . . .Is 45:25
“We are Abraham’s d . . . . . . . .John 8:33

DESCENDED
because the LORD d  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 19:18
that He also first d . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:9
He who d is also the  . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:10

DESCENDING
were ascending and d  . . . . . . .Gen 28:12
“I saw the Spirit d  . . . . . . . . . .John 1:32
God ascending and d  . . . . . . . .John 1:51
the holy Jerusalem, d . . . . . . . .Rev 21:10

DESERT
d shall rejoice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 35:1
and rivers in the d  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 43:19
‘Look, He is in the d  . . . . . . .Matt 24:26

DESERTED
d place by Himself  . . . . . . . . .Matt 14:13

DESERTS
led them through the d . . . . . . . .Is 48:21
They wandered in d  . . . . . . . .Heb 11:38

DESERVE
to them what they d  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 28:4
d I will judge them  . . . . . . . . .Ezek 7:27

DESIGN
with an artistic d . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 26:31
may keep its whole d  . . . . . . .Ezek 43:11

DESIRABLE
the eyes, and a tree d  . . . . . . . . .Gen 3:6
d that we should leave  . . . . . . . .Acts 6:2

DESIRE
d shall be for your . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 3:16
for we do not d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 21:14
him his heart’s d  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 21:2
Behold, You d truth in  . . . . . . . . .Ps 51:6
upon earth that I d  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:25
the d of the wicked  . . . . . . . . .Ps 112:10
and satisfy the d  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 145:16
The d of the lazy  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 21:25
a burden, and d fails  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 12:5
the d of our soul is  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 26:8
d I have desired . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 22:15
“Father, I d that  . . . . . . . . . . .John 17:24
all manner of evil d  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 7:8
Brethren, my heart’s d  . . . . . . .Rom 10:1
d the best gifts  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:31
d spiritual gifts  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:1
the two, having a d  . . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:23
passion, evil d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 3:5
d has conceived  . . . . . . . . . . .James 1:15

DESIRED
d are they than gold . . . . . . . . . .Ps 19:10
One thing I have d  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 27:4
guides them to their d  . . . . . . .Ps 107:30
What is d in a man is  . . . . . . .Prov 19:22
Whatever my eyes d  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 2:10
desire I have d . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 22:15

DESIRES
Who is the man who d  . . . . . . .Ps 34:12
shall give you the d  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 37:4
the devil, and the d  . . . . . . . . .John 8:44
fulfulling the d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:3
not come from your d . . . . . . . .James 4:1

DESOLATE
on me, for I am d . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 25:16
the wilderness in a d  . . . . . . . . .Ps 107:4
my children and am d . . . . . . . . .Is 49:21
any more be termed D  . . . . . . . . .Is 62:4
to make your land d  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 4:7
house is left to you d  . . . . . . .Matt 23:38
one hour she is made d  . . . . . .Rev 18:19

DESOLATION
the ‘abomination of d . . . . . . .Matt 24:15
then know that its d  . . . . . . .Luke 21:20

DESOLATIONS
LORD, who has made d . . . . . . . . .Ps 46:8

DESPAIRED
turned my heart and d  . . . . . . .Eccl 2:20
strength, so that we d . . . . . . . .2 Cor 1:8

DESPERATELY
he flees d from its  . . . . . . . . . .Job 27:22

DESPISE
if you d My statutes  . . . . . . . . .Lev 26:15
d Me shall be lightly  . . . . . . .1 Sam 2:30
d your mother when she  . . . .Prov 23:22
d your feast days . . . . . . . . . . .Amos 5:21
to you priests who d  . . . . . . . . . .Mal 1:6
one and d the other  . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:24
d the riches of His  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:4
d the church of God  . . . . . . .1 Cor 11:22
and d authority  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:10

DESPISED
poor man’s wisdom is d  . . . . . .Eccl 9:16
d the word of the Holy  . . . . . . . . .Is 5:24
He is d and rejected  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:3
the things which are d  . . . . . .1 Cor 1:28

DESPISES
wisdom d his neighbor . . . . . .Prov 11:12
d the word will be  . . . . . . . . .Prov 13:13
d his neighbor sins . . . . . . . . .Prov 14:21
but a foolish man d  . . . . . . . .Prov 15:20
d the scepter of My  . . . . . . . .Ezek 21:10

DESPISING
the cross, d the shame  . . . . . . .Heb 12:2

DESTINY
did not consider her d  . . . . . . . .Lam 1:9

DESTITUTE
the prayer of the d . . . . . . . . . .Ps 102:17
of corrupt minds and d . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:5
sister is naked and d . . . . . . . .James 2:15

DESTROY
d the righteous  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 18:23
d all the wicked . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 101:8
of the LORD I will d  . . . . . . . . .Ps 118:10
the wicked He will d  . . . . . . . .Ps 145:20
Why should you d . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:16
shall not hurt nor d  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 11:9
have mercy, but will d  . . . . . . .Jer 13:14
d them with double  . . . . . . . . .Jer 17:18
I did not come to d  . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:17
Him who is able to d  . . . . . . .Matt 10:28
Barabbas and d Jesus  . . . . . . .Matt 27:20
d this temple  . . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 14:58
to save life or to d  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 6:9
d men’s lives but to  . . . . . . . . .Luke 9:56

d the work of God for . . . . . . .Rom 14:20
d the wisdom of the  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:19
foods, but God will d  . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:13
able to save and to d  . . . . . . .James 4:12
DESTROYED
d all living things  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 7:23
d those who hated me  . . . . .2 Sam 22:41
My people are d  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 4:6
“O Israel, you are d . . . . . . . . . .Hos 13:9
house, this tent, is d . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:1

DESTROYER
the paths of the d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 17:4
him who is a great d  . . . . . . . .Prov 18:9
destroyed by the d  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:10

DESTRUCTION
not be afraid of d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 5:21
D has no covering  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 26:6
d come upon him  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 35:8
cast them down to d  . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:18
You turn man to d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 90:3
d that lays waste  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 91:6
your life from d  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 103:4
d will come to the  . . . . . . . . .Prov 10:29
Pride goes before d  . . . . . . . .Prov 16:18
d the heart of a man . . . . . . . .Prov 18:12
called the City of D . . . . . . . . . . .Is 19:18
neither wasting nor d  . . . . . . . . .Is 60:18
heifer, but d comes . . . . . . . . . .Jer 46:20
wrath prepared for d  . . . . . . . .Rom 9:22
one to Satan for the d  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 5:5
whose end is d  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 3:19
then sudden d  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 5:3
with everlasting d  . . . . . . . . .2 Thess 1:9
which drown men in d  . . . . . .1 Tim 6:9
twist to their own d  . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:16
DESTRUCTIVE
bring in d heresies  . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:1

DETERMINED
Since his days are d  . . . . . . . . . .Job 14:5
of hosts will make a d . . . . . . . . .Is 10:23
“Seventy weeks are d  . . . . . . . .Dan 9:24
d their preappointed . . . . . . . .Acts 17:26
For I d not to know  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 2:2

DETESTABLE
shall not eat any d  . . . . . . . . . .Deut 14:3

DEVICE
there is no work or d  . . . . . . . .Eccl 9:10

DEVICES
not ignorant of his d  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 2:11

DEVIL
to be tempted by the d . . . . . . . .Matt 4:1
prepared for the d  . . . . . . . . .Matt 25:41
forty days by the d  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 4:2
then the d comes and  . . . . . . .Luke 8:12
and one of you is a d  . . . . . . . .John 6:70
of your father the d  . . . . . . . . .John 8:44
d having already put . . . . . . . . .John 13:2
give place to the d . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:27
the wiles of the d  . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:11
the snare of the d . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:26
Resist the d and he . . . . . . . . . .James 4:7
the works of the d . . . . . . . . . .1 John 3:8
contending with the d  . . . . . . . . . .Jude 9
Indeed, the d is about  . . . . . . . .Rev 2:10
DEVIOUS
crooked, and who are d  . . . . . .Prov 2:15

DEVISE
Do not d evil against  . . . . . . . .Prov 3:29
Woe to those who d  . . . . . . . . . .Mic 2:1
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DEVISES
d wickedness on his  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 36:4
he d evil continually . . . . . . . . .Prov 6:14
d wicked plans to  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 32:7
But a generous man d . . . . . . . . . .Is 32:8

DEVOID
He who is d of wisdom . . . . . .Prov 11:12

DEVOTED
d offering is most . . . . . . . . . . .Lev 27:28
“Every d thing in . . . . . . . . . .Num 18:14
Your servant, who is d  . . . . . . .Ps 119:38

DEVOUR
A fire shall d before  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 50:3
For you d widows’  . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:14
bite and d one another . . . . . . . .Gal 5:15
seeking whom he may d  . . . . . .1 Pet 5:8
d her Child as  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 12:4

DEVOURED
Some wild beast has d  . . . . . .Gen 37:20
rebel, you shall be d  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:20
the curse has d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 24:6
Your sword has d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 2:30
For shame has d  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 3:24
have d their judges  . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 7:7
trees, the locust d . . . . . . . . . . .Amos 4:9
birds came and d them  . . . . . .Matt 13:4
of heaven and d them  . . . . . . . .Rev 20:9

DEVOURER
I will rebuke the d  . . . . . . . . . .Mal 3:11

DEVOURING
You love all d words  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 52:4
the flame of d fire . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 29:6

DEVOUT
man was just and d  . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:25
d men carried . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 8:2
d soldier from among  . . . . . . . .Acts 10:7
d proselytes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 13:43

DEW
God give you of the d  . . . . . . .Gen 27:28
shall also drop d  . . . . . . . . . .Deut 33:28
his favor is like d  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 19:12
your d is like the d  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 26:19
like the early d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 6:4
many peoples, like d  . . . . . . . . . .Mic 5:7

DIADEM
LORD, and a royal d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 62:3

DIADEMS
ten horns, and seven d  . . . . . . .Rev 12:3

DIAMOND
d it is engraved . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 17:1

DIBON
Amorite town, Num 21:30
Taken by Israel, Num 32:2–5
Destruction of, foretold, Jer 48:18, 22

DICTATES
according to the d . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 23:17

DIE
it you shall surely d  . . . . . . . . .Gen 2:17
but a person shall d  . . . . . . . .2 Chr 25:4
sees wise men d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 49:10
I shall not d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 118:17
who are appointed to d  . . . . . .Prov 31:8
how does a wise man d . . . . . . .Eccl 2:16
born, and a time to d  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 3:2
why should you d  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:17
wicked way, he shall d . . . . . . .Ezek 3:19
“Even if I have to d  . . . . . . . .Matt 26:35
nor can they d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 20:36

eat of it and not d  . . . . . . . . . .John 6:50
to you that you will d  . . . . . . . .John 8:24
though he may d  . . . . . . . . . .John 11:25
that one man should d  . . . . . .John 11:50
that Jesus would d  . . . . . . . . .John 11:51
our law He ought to d  . . . . . . .John 19:7
the flesh you will d  . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:13
For as in Adam all d  . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:22
and to d is gain  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:21
for men to d once  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:27
are the dead who d  . . . . . . . . .Rev 14:13

DIED
And all flesh d  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 7:21
“Oh, that we had d  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 16:3
was that the beggar d  . . . . . .Luke 16:22
in due time Christ d . . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:6
Christ d for us  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:8
For he who has d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:7
Now if we d with . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:8
sin revived and I d  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 7:9
that if One d for all . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:14
and He d for all  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:15
through the law d  . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 2:19
who d for us  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 5:10
for if we d with Him  . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:11
These all d in faith  . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:13
having d to sins . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:24

DIES
made alive unless it d  . . . . . .1 Cor 15:36

DIFFERS
for one star d from  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:41

DIFFUSED
By what way is light d  . . . . . . .Job 38:24

DILIGENCE
d is man’s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 12:27
d it produced in you  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 7:11
of your love by the d  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 8:8

DILIGENT
and my spirit makes d  . . . . . . . . .Ps 77:6
d makes rich  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 10:4
of the d will rule  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 12:24
d shall be made rich . . . . . . . . .Prov 13:4
Let us therefore be d . . . . . . . . .Heb 4:11

DILIGENTLY
d followed every good  . . . . . .1 Tim 5:10
d lest anyone fall . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:15

DIM
His eyes were not d  . . . . . . . . .Deut 34:7
the windows grow d  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 12:3
the gold has become d  . . . . . . . .Lam 4:1

DIMLY
we see in a mirror, d  . . . . . .1 Cor 13:12

DINAH
Daughter of Leah, Gen 30:20, 21
Defiled by Shechem, Gen 34:1–24
Avenged by brothers, Gen 34:25–31

DINE
asked Him to d with  . . . . . . .Luke 11:37
come in to him and d  . . . . . . . .Rev 3:20

DINNER
I have prepared my d  . . . . . . . .Matt 22:4
invites you to d  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:27

DIOTREPHES
Unruly church member, 3 John 9, 10

DIP
d your piece of bread  . . . . . . . .Ruth 2:14

DIPPED
d his finger in the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Lev 9:9
of bread when I have d  . . . . .John 13:26
clothed with a robe d  . . . . . . .Rev 19:13

DIRECT
the morning I will d  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 5:3
d their work in truth  . . . . . . . . . .Is 61:8
Now may the Lord d  . . . . . . .2 Thess 3:5

DIRT
I cast them out like d . . . . . . . . .Ps 18:42
cast up mire and d  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 57:20

DISAPPEARS
As water d from the  . . . . . . . . .Job 14:11

DISARMED
d principalities . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 2:15

DISARMS
and d the mighty  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 12:21

DISASTER
D will come upon  . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 7:26
you shall see d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Zeph 3:15
voyage will end with d  . . . . . .Acts 27:10

DISCERN
Can I d between the  . . . . . .2 Sam 19:35
Then you shall again d  . . . . . . .Mal 3:18
d the face of the sky . . . . . . . . .Matt 16:3
senses exercised to d  . . . . . . . .Heb 5:14

DISCERNED
they are spiritually d . . . . . . . .1 Cor 2:14

DISCERNER
d of the thoughts  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 4:12

DISCERNMENT
and takes away the d  . . . . . . . .Job 12:20

DISCERNS
a wise man’s heart d . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 8:5

DISCIPLE
d is not above his . . . . . . . . . .Matt 10:24
in the name of a d  . . . . . . . . .Matt 10:42
he cannot be My d  . . . . . . . .Luke 14:26
d whom Jesus loved  . . . . . . . . .John 21:7

DISCIPLES
but Your d do not fast  . . . . . . .Matt 9:14
d transgress the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 15:2
took the twelve d . . . . . . . . . .Matt 20:17
My word, you are My d  . . . . . .John 8:31
to become His d . . . . . . . . . . . .John 9:27
but we are Moses’ d . . . . . . . . .John 9:28
so you will be My d  . . . . . . . . .John 15:8

DISCIPLINE
Harsh d is for him who  . . . . .Prov 15:10

DISCIPLINES
but he who loves him d  . . . . .Prov 13:24

DISCLOSE
d my dark saying  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 49:4

DISCORD
and one who sows d  . . . . . . . .Prov 6:19

DISCOURAGED
will not fail nor be d . . . . . . . . . . .Is 42:4
lest they become d . . . . . . . . . . .Col 3:21
you become weary and d  . . . . .Heb 12:3

DISCRETION
D will preserve you  . . . . . . . . .Prov 2:11
out knowledge and d  . . . . . . . .Prov 8:12
woman who lacks d  . . . . . . . .Prov 11:22
The d of a man makes  . . . . . .Prov 19:11
the heavens at His d  . . . . . . . . .Jer 10:12
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DISFIGURE
d their faces that  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:16

DISGUISES
and he d his face  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 24:15
He who hates, d . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 26:24

DISHONOR
d who wish me evil  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 40:14
d the pride of all . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 23:9
My Father, and you d Me . . . . .John 8:49
d their bodies among  . . . . . . . .Rom 1:24
and another for d  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 9:21
It is sown in d  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:43
honor and some for d . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:20
DISHONORED
But you have d the  . . . . . . . . . .James 2:6

DISHONORS
For son d father  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 7:6
covered, d his head  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 11:4
DISOBEDIENCE
d many were made  . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:19
works in the sons of d  . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:2
d received a just  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:2
DISOBEDIENT
out My hands to a d  . . . . . . . .Rom 10:21
d, deceived, serving  . . . . . . . . .Titus 3:3
They stumble, being d . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:8
who formerly were d . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:20
DISORDERLY
for this d gathering . . . . . . . . .Acts 19:40
brother who walks d  . . . . . . .2 Thess 3:6
DISPENSATION
d of the fullness of  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 1:10
d of the grace of God . . . . . . . . . .Eph 3:2
DISPERSE
d them throughout the . . . . . .Ezek 20:23

DISPERSION
intend to go to the D  . . . . . . . .John 7:35
the pilgrims of the D  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:1

DISPLEASE
LORD see it, and it d  . . . . . . . .Prov 24:18

DISPLEASED
that David had done d  . . . . .2 Sam 11:27
You have been d  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 60:1
they were greatly d  . . . . . . . .Matt 20:24
it, He was greatly d  . . . . . . . .Mark 10:14
DISPUTE
Now there was also a d  . . . . .Luke 22:24

DISPUTER
Where is the d of this . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:20

DISPUTES
d rather than godly  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:4
but is obsessed with d  . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:4
foolish and ignorant d  . . . . . .2 Tim 2:23
But avoid foolish d . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 3:9
DISQUALIFIED
myself should become d  . . . . .1 Cor 9:27
indeed you are d  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 13:5
though we may seem d . . . . . .2 Cor 13:7
DISQUIETED
And why are you d  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 42:5

DISSENSION
had no small d and  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 15:2

DISSENSIONS
selfish ambitions, d  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:20

DISSIPATION
not accused of d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 1:6

in the same flood of d  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:4

DISSOLVED
of heaven shall be d  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 34:4
the heavens will be d  . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:12

DISTINCTION
and made no d  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 15:9
For there is no d  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 10:12
compassion, making a d . . . . . . . .Jude 22

DISTRESS
me in the day of my d . . . . . . . .Gen 35:3
When you are in d . . . . . . . . . .Deut 4:30
my life from every d  . . . . . . . .1 Kin 1:29
you out of dire d  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 36:16
keep you from d . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 36:19
d them in His deep  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 2:5
on the LORD in d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 118:5
a whirlwind, when d  . . . . . . . .Prov 1:27
and on the earth d  . . . . . . . . .Luke 21:25
tribulation, or d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:35
of the present d  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:26

DISTRESSED
heart within me is d  . . . . . . . . .Ps 143:4
troubled and deeply d  . . . . . .Mark 14:33

DISTRESSES
bring me out of my d  . . . . . . . . .Ps 25:17

DISTRIBUTE
that you have and d  . . . . . . . .Luke 18:22

DISTRIBUTED
and they d to each as  . . . . . . . .Acts 4:35
But as God has d  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:17

DISTRIBUTING
d to the needs of the  . . . . . . .Rom 12:13

DITCH
will fall into a d  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 15:14

DIVERSITIES
There are d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:4

DIVIDE
D the living child  . . . . . . . . . .1 Kin 3:25
d their tongues  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 55:9
d the spoil with the  . . . . . . . .Prov 16:19
d the inheritance . . . . . . . . . .Luke 12:13
“Take this and d  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 22:17

DIVIDED
and the waters were d  . . . . . . .Ex 14:21
death they were not d  . . . . . .2 Sam 1:23
And You d the sea  . . . . . . . . . .Neh 9:11
“Who has d a channel  . . . . . . .Job 38:25
shall they ever be d  . . . . . . . .Ezek 37:22
kingdom has been d  . . . . . . . . .Dan 5:28
your land shall be d  . . . . . . . .Amos 7:17
“Every kingdom d  . . . . . . . . .Matt 12:25
and a house d against  . . . . . .Luke 11:17
in one house will be d  . . . . . .Luke 12:52
So he d to them his  . . . . . . . .Luke 15:12
appeared to them d  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 2:3
d them among all  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 2:45
Is Christ d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:13
the great city was d  . . . . . . . . .Rev 16:19

DIVIDES
at home d the spoil  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:12

DIVIDING
rightly d the word of  . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:15

DIVINATION
shall you practice d  . . . . . . . . .Lev 19:26
D is on . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 16:10
darkness without d  . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 3:6
a spirit of d met us  . . . . . . . . .Acts 16:16

DIVINE
futility and who d  . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 13:9
and her prophets d  . . . . . . . . . .Mic 3:11
d service and the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:1
d power has given . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:3

DIVINERS
your prophets, your d  . . . . . . . . .Jer 27:9

DIVISION
So there was a d  . . . . . . . . . . .John 7:43
piercing even to the d . . . . . . . .Heb 4:12

DIVISIONS
note those who cause d  . . . . .Rom 16:17
and that there be no d  . . . . . .1 Cor 1:10
envy, strife, and d  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:3
hear that there are d  . . . . . .1 Cor 11:18
persons, who cause d  . . . . . . . . .Jude 19

DIVISIVE
Reject a d man after . . . . . . . . .Titus 3:10

DIVORCE
her a certificate of d  . . . . . . . .Deut 24:1
of your mother’s d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 50:1
a certificate of d  . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 10:4

DO
set in them to d evil  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 8:11
I will also d it  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 46:11
men to d to you, d  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:12
d this and you will . . . . . . . . .Luke 10:28
He sees the Father d  . . . . . . . .John 5:19
without Me you can d  . . . . . . .John 15:5
“Sirs, what must I d  . . . . . . . .Acts 16:30
d evil that good may . . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:8
For what I will to d  . . . . . . . . .Rom 7:15
good that I will to d  . . . . . . . . .Rom 7:19
or whatever you d, d  . . . . . .1 Cor 10:31
d all things through . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:13
d in word or deed, d  . . . . . . . . .Col 3:17
d good and to share  . . . . . . . .Heb 13:16
and d this or that  . . . . . . . . . .James 4:15
DOCTRINE
said, ‘My d is pure  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 11:4
for I give you good d  . . . . . . . . .Prov 4:2
idol is a worthless d  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 10:8
of bread, but of the d  . . . . . . .Matt 16:12
What new d is this  . . . . . . . . .Mark 1:27
“My d is not Mine  . . . . . . . . . .John 7:16
Jerusalem with your d  . . . . . . .Acts 5:28
heart that form of d  . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:17
with every wind of d . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:14
is contrary to sound d  . . . . . .1 Tim 1:10
followed my d  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 3:10
is profitable for d  . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 3:16
not endure sound d  . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 4:3
in d showing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 2:7
they may adorn the d  . . . . . . .Titus 2:10
not abide in the d  . . . . . . . . . . .2 John 9
DOCTRINES
the commandments and d  . . . . .Col 2:22
spirits and d of . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 4:1
various and strange d  . . . . . . . .Heb 13:9

DOEG
An Edomite; chief of Saul’s herdsmen,

1 Sam 21:7
Betrays David, 1 Sam 22:9, 10
Kills 85 priests, 1 Sam 22:18, 19

DOERS
of God, but the d  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:13
But be d of the word  . . . . . . .James 1:22

DOG
to David, “Am I a d  . . . . . . .1 Sam 17:43
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they growl like a d . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 59:6
d returns to his own . . . . . . . .Prov 26:11
d is better than a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 9:4
d returns to his own  . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:22

DOGS
Yes, they are greedy d  . . . . . . . .Is 56:11
what is holy to the d  . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:6
d eat the crumbs which  . . . . .Matt 15:27
Moreover the d came  . . . . . .Luke 16:21
But outside are d  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 22:15

DOMINION
let them have d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 1:26
“D and fear belong  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 25:2
made him to have d . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 8:6
let them not have d  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 19:13
besides You have had d  . . . . . . .Is 26:13
d is an everlasting . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 4:34
sin shall not have d  . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:14
Not that we have d . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 1:24
glory and majesty, d  . . . . . . . . . .Jude 25

DONKEY
d saw the Angel  . . . . . . . . . .Num 22:23
Does the wild d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 6:5
d its master’s crib . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:3
and riding on a d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Zech 9:9
colt, the foal of a d  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 21:5
He had found a young d  . . . . .John 12:14
d speaking with a  . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:16

DONKEY’S
d colt is born a man  . . . . . . . . .Job 11:12

DONKEYS
d quench their thirst  . . . . . . . .Ps 104:11
a chariot of d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 21:7
And the wild d stood  . . . . . . . . .Jer 14:6

DOOM
for the day of d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 16:4

DOOR
sin lies at the d . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 4:7
keep watch over the d  . . . . . . . .Ps 141:3
d turns on its hinges  . . . . . . .Prov 26:14
stone against the d . . . . . . . . .Matt 27:60
to you, I am the d  . . . . . . . . . .John 10:7
and effective d  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 16:9
d was opened to me by . . . . . .2 Cor 2:12
would open to us a d  . . . . . . . . . .Col 4:3
is standing at the d . . . . . . . . . .James 5:9
before you an open d . . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:8
I stand at the d  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:20
and behold, a d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 4:1

DOORKEEPER
I would rather be a d  . . . . . . . . .Ps 84:10
To him the d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 10:3

DOORPOSTS
write them on the d  . . . . . . . . .Deut 6:9
“Strike the d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Amos 9:1

DOORS
up, you everlasting d  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 24:7
the entrance of the d  . . . . . . . . .Prov 8:3
when the d are shut in  . . . . . . .Eccl 12:4
who would shut the d  . . . . . . . .Mal 1:10

DORCAS
Disciple at Joppa, also called Tabitha;

raised to life, Acts 9:36–42

DOUBLE
from the LORD’s hand d  . . . . . . . .Is 40:2
first I will repay d  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 16:18
worthy of d honor  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:17
and repay her d  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 18:6

DOUBLE-MINDED
I hate the d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:113
he is a d man  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .James 1:8
your hearts, you d  . . . . . . . . . .James 4:8

DOUBT
life shall hang in d  . . . . . . . . .Deut 28:66
faith, why did you d . . . . . . . .Matt 14:31

DOUBTING
without wrath and d  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:8
in faith, with no d  . . . . . . . . . .James 1:6

DOUBTS
And why do d arise in  . . . . . .Luke 24:38
for I have d about you  . . . . . . . .Gal 4:20
doubting, for he who d . . . . . . .James 1:6

DOVE
d found no resting  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 8:9
I had wings like a d  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 55:6
I mourned like a d  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 38:14
also is like a silly d  . . . . . . . . . .Hos 7:11
descending like a d  . . . . . . . . .Matt 3:16

DOVES
and moan sadly like d  . . . . . . . . .Is 59:11
and harmless as d  . . . . . . . . .Matt 10:16
of those who sold d  . . . . . . . .Matt 21:12

DOWNCAST
who comforts the d  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 7:6

DRAGNET
gather them in their d . . . . . . . .Hab 1:15
d that was cast . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 13:47

DRAGON
a great, fiery red d  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 12:3
fought with the d  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 12:7
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your redemption d . . . . . . . . .Luke 21:28

DREAD
fear of you and the d . . . . . . . . . .Gen 9:2
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to her, “Give Me a d  . . . . . . . . .John 4:7
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DRIVEN
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DULL
heart of this people d  . . . . . . . . . .Is 6:10
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“They shall no longer d  . . . . . .Lam 4:15
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DWELLER
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DWELLING
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built together for a d  . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:22
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DWELLS
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from the dead d  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:11
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And hear with their e  . . . . . . . . . .Is 6:10
He who has e  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 11:15
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EARTH
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e are the LORD’s . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 2:8
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service for man on e . . . . . . . . . . .Job 7:1
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let the e be moved . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 99:1
glory is above the e  . . . . . . . . .Ps 148:13
wisdom founded the e  . . . . . . .Prov 3:19
there was ever an e  . . . . . . . . .Prov 8:23
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and the e shone with  . . . . . . . .Ezek 43:2
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new heaven and a new e  . . . . . .Rev 21:1

EARTHLY
If I have told you e  . . . . . . . . . .John 3:12
that if our e house  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:1
their mind on e things  . . . . . . .Phil 3:19
from above, but is e  . . . . . . . .James 3:15

EARTHQUAKE
after the wind an e  . . . . . . . .1 Kin 19:11
as you fled from the e  . . . . . . .Zech 14:5
there was a great e . . . . . . . . . .Matt 28:2
there was a great e  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 6:12

EARTHQUAKES
And there will be e  . . . . . . . . .Mark 13:8

EASE
I was at e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 16:12
you women who are at e  . . . . . . .Is 32:9
to you who are at e . . . . . . . . . .Amos 6:1
take your e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 12:19
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Which is e, to say  . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 2:9
It is e for a camel  . . . . . . . . .Mark 10:25

EAST
goes toward the e  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 2:14
the LORD brought an e  . . . . . . . .Ex 10:13
e wind scattered  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 38:24
As far as the e  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 103:12
descendants from the e . . . . . . . . .Is 43:5
wise men from the E  . . . . . . . . .Matt 2:1
many will come from e  . . . . . .Matt 8:11
will come from the e  . . . . . . .Luke 13:29
e might be prepared  . . . . . . . .Rev 16:12

EAT
you may freely e  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 2:16
‘You shall not e . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 3:17
my people as they e  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 53:4
good to e much honey  . . . . . .Prov 25:27
e this scroll  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 3:1
on your couches, e  . . . . . . . . . .Amos 6:4
e the flesh of My . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 3:3
life, what you will e  . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:25
You to e the Passover . . . . . . .Matt 26:17
give us His flesh to e  . . . . . . . .John 6:52
one believes he may e  . . . . . . .Rom 14:2
e meat nor drink wine  . . . . . .Rom 14:21
I will never again e . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 8:13
neither shall he e  . . . . . . . .2 Thess 3:10
e your flesh like fire  . . . . . . . . .James 5:3

EATEN
Have you e from the  . . . . . . . . .Gen 3:11
e my honeycomb with my  . . . . .Song 5:1
e the fruit of lies  . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 10:13
And he was e by worms  . . . . .Acts 12:23

EATS
The righteous e  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 13:25
receives sinners and e  . . . . . . .Luke 15:2
Whoever e My flesh . . . . . . . . .John 6:54
e this bread will live . . . . . . . . .John 6:58
e despise him who does  . . . . . .Rom 14:3
He who e, e to the  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 14:6
an unworthy manner e  . . . . .1 Cor 11:29

EBAL
Mountain in Samaria, Deut 27:12, 13
Stones of the law erected upon, Deut

27:1–8; Josh 8:30–35

EBED-MELECH
Ethiopian eunuch; rescues Jeremiah, Jer

38:7–13
Promised divine protection, Jer

39:15–18

EBENEZER
Site of Israel’s defeat, 1 Sam 4:1–10
Ark transferred from, 1 Sam 5:1
Site of memorial stone, 1 Sam 7:10, 12

EBER
Great-grandson of Shem, Gen

10:21–24; 1 Chr 1:25
Progenitor of the:

Hebrews, Gen 11:16–26
Arabians and Arameans, Gen
10:25–30

Ancestor of Christ, Luke 3:35

EDEN
First home of mankind, Gen 2:8–15
Zion becomes like, Is 51:3
Called the “garden of God,” Ezek 28:13

EDIFICATION
his good, leading to e  . . . . . . . .Rom 15:2
prophesies speaks e  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:3
things be done for e  . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:26
the Lord gave us for e  . . . . . . .2 Cor 10:8
has given me for e  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 13:10
rather than godly e . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:4

EDIFIES
puffs up, but love e . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 8:1
he who prophesies e  . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:4

EDIFY
but not all things e  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:23
and e one another  . . . . . . . .1 Thess 5:11

EDIFYING
of the body for the e  . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:16

EDOM
Name given to Esau, Gen 25:30

—Land of Esau; called Seir, Gen 32:3
Called Edom and Idumea, Mark 3:8
People of, cursed, Is 34:5, 6

EDOMITES
Descendants of Esau, Gen 36:9
Refuse passage to Israel, Num 20:18–20
Hostile to Israel, Gen 27:40; 1 Sam

14:47; 2 Chr 20:10; Ps 137:7
Prophecies concerning, Gen 27:37; Is

34:5–17; Ezek 25:12–14; 35:5–7;
Amos 9:11, 12

EDREI
Capital of Bashan, Deut 3:10
Site of Og’s defeat, Num 21:33–35

EFFECTIVELY
for He who worked e  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 2:8
e works in you who . . . . . . .1 Thess 2:13

EGG
in the white of an e  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 6:6
Or if he asks for an e  . . . . . . .Luke 11:12

EGYPT
Abram visits, Gen 12:10
Joseph sold into, Gen 37:28, 36
Joseph becomes leader in, Gen 39:1–4
Hebrews move to, Gen 46:5–7
Hebrews persecuted in, Ex 1:15–22
Plagues on, Ex 7—11
Israel leaves, Ex 12:31–33
Army of, perishes, Ex 14:26–28
Prophecies concerning, Gen 15:13; Is

19:18–25; Ezek 29:14, 15; 30:24,
25; Matt 2:15

EHUD
Son of Gera, Judg 3:15
Slays Eglon, Judg 3:16–26

EIGHT
a few, that is, e  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:20

EKRON
Philistine city, Josh 13:3
Captured by Judah, Judg 1:18
Assigned to Dan, Josh 19:40, 43
Ark sent to, 1 Sam 5:10
Denounced by the prophets, Jer 25:9,

20

ELAH
King of Israel, 1 Kin 16:6, 8–10

ELAMITES
Descendants of Shem, Gen 10:22
Destruction of, Jer 49:34–39
In Persian Empire, Ezra 4:9
Jews from, at Pentecost, Acts 2:9

ELATH
Seaport on Red Sea, 1 Kin 9:26
Built by Azariah, 2 Kin 14:21, 22
Captured by Syrians, 2 Kin 16:6
Same as Ezion Geber, 2 Chr 8:17

EL BETHEL
Site of Jacob’s altar, Gen 35:6, 7

ELDER
The e and honorable  . . . . . . . . . .Is 9:15
against an e except  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:19
I who am a fellow e . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:1

ELDERS
and seventy of the e  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 24:1
And teach his e  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 105:22
and counsel from the e  . . . . . .Ezek 7:26
the tradition of the e  . . . . . . . .Matt 15:2
be rejected by the e  . . . . . . . . .Luke 9:22
they had appointed e  . . . . . . .Acts 14:23
and called for the e . . . . . . . . .Acts 20:17
e who rule well be  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:17
lacking, and appoint e  . . . . . . . .Titus 1:5
e obtained a good  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:2
Let him call for the e  . . . . . . .James 5:14
e who are among you I  . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:1
I saw twenty-four e  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 4:4

ELDERSHIP
of the hands of the e  . . . . . . .1 Tim 4:14

ELEAZAR
Son of Aaron; succeeds him as high

priest, Ex 6:23, 25; 28:1; Lev 10:6,
7; Num 3:32; 20:25–28; Josh 14:1;
24:33

ELECT
whom I uphold, My E . . . . . . . . . .Is 42:1

EARTHLY 1867 ELECT



and Israel My e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 45:4
e shall long enjoy the  . . . . . . . . .Is 65:22
gather together His e  . . . . . . .Matt 24:31
e have obtained it  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:7
e according to the  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:2
a chief cornerstone, e  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:6
e sister greet you  . . . . . . . . . . .2 John 13

ELECTION
e they are beloved  . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:28
call and e sure . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:10

ELEMENTS
weak and beggarly e  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 4:9
e will melt with  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:10

ELEVEN
and his e sons . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 32:22
e disciples went away  . . . . . .Matt 28:16
numbered with the e  . . . . . . . .Acts 1:26

ELI
Officiates in Shiloh, 1 Sam 1:3
Blesses Hannah, 1 Sam 1:12–19
Becomes Samuel’s guardian, 1 Sam

1:20–28
Samuel ministers before, 1 Sam 2:11
Sons of, 1 Sam 2:12–17
Rebukes sons, 1 Sam 2:22–25
Rebuked by a man of God, 1 Sam

2:27–36
Instructs Samuel, 1 Sam 3:1–18
Death of, 1 Sam 4:15–18

ELIAB
Brother of David, 1 Sam 16:5–13
Fights in Saul’s army, 1 Sam 17:13
Discounts David’s worth, 1 Sam 17:28,

29

ELIAKIM
Son of Hilkiah, 2 Kin 18:18
Confers with Rabshakeh, Is 36:4,

11–22
Sent to Isaiah, Is 37:2–5
Becomes type of the Messiah, Is

22:20–25
—Son of King Josiah, 2 Kin 23:34

Name changed to Jehoiakim, 2 Chr
36:4

ELIASHIB
High priest, Neh 12:10
Rebuilds Sheep Gate, Neh 3:1, 20, 21
Allies with foreigners, Neh 13:4, 5, 28

ELIHU
David’s brother, 1 Chr 27:18
Called Eliab, 1 Sam 16:6

—One who reproved Job and his friends,
Job 32:2, 4–6

ELIJAH
Denounces Ahab; goes into hiding; fed

by ravens, 1 Kin 17:1–7
Dwells with widow; performs miracles

for her, 1 Kin 17:8–24
Sends message to Ahab; overthrows

prophets of Baal, 1 Kin 18:1–40
Brings rain, 1 Kin 18:41–45
Flees from Jezebel; fed by angels, 1 Kin

19:1–8
Receives revelation from God, 1 Kin

19:9–18
Condemns Ahab, 1 Kin 21:15–29
Condemns Ahaziah; fire consumes

troops sent against him, 2 Kin 1:1–16
Taken up to heaven, 2 Kin 2:1–15

Appears with Christ in Transfiguration,
Matt 17:1–4

Type of John the Baptist, Mal 4:5, 6;
Luke 1:17

ELIMELECH
Naomi’s husband, Ruth 1:1–3; 2:1, 3;

4:3–9

ELIPHAZ
One of Job’s friends, Job 2:11
Rebukes Job, Job 4:1, 5
Is forgiven, Job 42:7–9

ELISHA
Chosen as Elijah’s successor; follows

him, 1 Kin 19:16–21
Witnesses Elijah’s translation; receives

his spirit and mantle, 2 Kin 2:1–18
Performs miracles, 2 Kin 2:19–25;

4:1—6:23
Prophesies victory over Moab; fulfilled,

2 Kin 3:11–27
Prophesies end of siege; fulfilled, 2 Kin

7
Prophesies death of Ben-Hadad, 2 Kin

8:7–15
Sends servant to anoint Jehu, 2 Kin

9:1–3
Last words and death; miracle

performed by his bones, 2 Kin
13:14–21

ELIZABETH
Barren wife of Zacharias, Luke 1:5–7
Conceives a son, Luke 1:13, 24, 25
Salutation to Mary, Luke 1:36–45
Mother of John the Baptist, Luke

1:57–60

ELIZAPHAN
Chief of Kohathites, Num 3:30
Heads family, 1 Chr 15:5, 8
Family consecrated, 2 Chr 29:12–16

ELKANAH
Father of Samuel, 1 Sam 1:1–23

—Son of Korah, Ex 6:24
Escapes judgment, Num 26:11

ELNATHAN
Father of Nehushta, 2 Kin 24:8
Goes to Egypt, Jer 26:22
Entreats with king, Jer 36:25

ELOQUENT
“O my Lord, I am not e  . . . . . . . .Ex 4:10
an e man and mighty  . . . . . . .Acts 18:24

ELYMAS
Arabic name of Bar-Jesus, a false

prophet, Acts 13:6–12

EMBALM
to e his father  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 50:2

EMBANKMENT
will build an e  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 19:43

EMERALDS
for your wares e . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 27:16

EMMAUS
Town near Jerusalem, Luke 24:13–18

EMPTY
appear before Me e  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 23:15
e things which . . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 12:21
not listen to e talk  . . . . . . . . . .Job 35:13
LORD makes the earth e  . . . . . . . .Is 24:1
comes, he finds it e  . . . . . . . .Matt 12:44
He has sent away e  . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:53

you with e words  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:6

EMPTY-HEADED
e man will be wise  . . . . . . . . . .Job 11:12

EN GEDI
Occupied by the Amorites, Gen 14:7
Assigned to Judah, Josh 15:62, 63
David’s hiding place, 1 Sam 23:29
Noted for vineyards, Song 1:14

EN HAKKORE
Miraculous spring, Judg 15:14–19

EN ROGEL
Fountain outside Jerusalem, 2 Sam

17:17
Seat of Adonijah’s plot, 1 Kin 1:5–9

ENABLED
our Lord who has e  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:12

ENCHANTER
and the expert e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 3:3

ENCOURAGED
is, that I may be e  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:12
and all may be e  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:31
their hearts may be e  . . . . . . . . . .Col 2:2

END
yet your latter e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 8:7
make me to know my e  . . . . . . . .Ps 39:4
shall keep it to the e  . . . . . . . .Ps 119:33
e is the way of death  . . . . . . .Prov 14:12
There was no e of all . . . . . . . . .Eccl 4:16
Declaring the e . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 46:10
Our e was near . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 4:18
whose iniquity shall e  . . . . . .Ezek 21:25
what shall be the e  . . . . . . . . . .Dan 12:8
e has come upon my . . . . . . . . .Amos 8:2
the harvest is the e  . . . . . . . .Matt 13:39
to pass, but the e  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:6
always, even to the e  . . . . . . .Matt 28:20
He loved them to the e . . . . . . .John 13:1
For Christ is the e  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 10:4
the hope firm to the e  . . . . . . . . .Heb 3:6
but now, once at the e  . . . . . . .Heb 9:26
of Job and seen the e  . . . . . . .James 5:11
But the e of all  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:7
what will be the e  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:17
the latter e is worse  . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:20
My works until the e  . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:26
Beginning and the E  . . . . . . . .Rev 22:13

ENDEAVORING
e to keep the unity  . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:3

ENDLESS
and e genealogies . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:4
to the power of an e  . . . . . . . . .Heb 7:16

ENDS
All the e of the world . . . . . . . . .Ps 22:27
established all the e  . . . . . . . . .Prov 30:4
she came from the e  . . . . . . .Matt 12:42
to the e of the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 13:47
their words to the e  . . . . . . . .Rom 10:18

ENDURANCE
For you have need of e  . . . . . .Heb 10:36
e the race that  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:1

ENDURE
But the LORD shall e  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 9:7
as the sun and moon e . . . . . . . . .Ps 72:5
His name shall e  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 72:17
nor does a crown e . . . . . . . . .Prov 27:24
Can your heart e  . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 22:14
persecuted, we e  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 4:12
Therefore I e all  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:10
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them blessed who e  . . . . . . . .James 5:11

ENDURED
what persecutions I e . . . . . . .2 Tim 3:11
he had patiently e  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:15
e as seeing Him who . . . . . . . .Heb 11:27
For consider Him who e  . . . . . .Heb 12:3

ENDURES
And His truth e  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 100:5
For His mercy e  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 136:1
But he who e to the  . . . . . . . .Matt 10:22
e only for a while . . . . . . . . . .Matt 13:21
for the food which e . . . . . . . . .John 6:27
he has built on it e  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:14
hopes all things, e  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:7
is the man who e  . . . . . . . . . .James 1:12
word of the LORD e  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:25

ENDURING
the LORD is clean, e  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 19:9
e possession for  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:34

ENEMIES
Your e be scattered  . . . . . . . .Num 10:35
delivers me from my e  . . . . . . . .Ps 18:48
the presence of my e  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 23:5
Let not my e triumph . . . . . . . . . .Ps 25:2
But my e are vigorous  . . . . . . . .Ps 38:19
e will lick the dust . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 72:9
me wiser than my e . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:98
I count them my e  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 139:22
e are the men of his  . . . . . . . . . .Mic 7:6
to you, love your e  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:44
e will be those  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 10:36
be saved from our e  . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:71
e we were reconciled  . . . . . . . .Rom 5:10
the gospel they are e  . . . . . . .Rom 11:28
till He has put all e  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:25
were alienated and e  . . . . . . . . .Col 1:21
His e are made His  . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:13
and devours their e  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 11:5

ENEMY
then I will be an e . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 23:22
regard me as Your e  . . . . . . . . .Job 13:24
He counts me as His e  . . . . . . .Job 33:10
or have plundered my e  . . . . . . . . .Ps 7:4
You may silence the e  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 8:2
e does not triumph  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 41:11
e who reproaches me  . . . . . . . .Ps 55:12
e has persecuted my  . . . . . . . . .Ps 143:3
If your e is hungry  . . . . . . . . .Prov 25:21
e are deceitful  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 27:6
with the wound of an e . . . . . . .Jer 30:14
rejoice over me, my e  . . . . . . . . .Mic 7:8
and hate your e  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:43
last e that will be  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:26
become your e because  . . . . . . .Gal 4:16
not count him as an e  . . . . .2 Thess 3:15
makes himself an e . . . . . . . . . .James 4:4

ENGRAVE
two onyx stones and e . . . . . . . . .Ex 28:9
e its inscription  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Zech 3:9

ENJOY
e its sabbaths as long  . . . . . . . .Lev 26:34
therefore e pleasure  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 2:1
richly all things to e  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:17
than to e the passing . . . . . . . .Heb 11:25

ENJOYMENT
So I commended e  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 8:15

ENLARGES
He e nations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 12:23
e his desire as hell  . . . . . . . . . . .Hab 2:5

ENLIGHTEN
E my eyes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 13:3
the LORD my God will e  . . . . . . .Ps 18:28

ENLIGHTENED
those who were once e  . . . . . . . .Heb 6:4

ENMITY
And I will put e  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 3:15
the carnal mind is e  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:7
in His flesh the e . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:15
putting to death the e  . . . . . . . .Eph 2:16
with the world is e . . . . . . . . . .James 4:4

ENOCH
Father of Methuselah, Gen 5:21
Walks with God, Gen 5:22
Taken up to heaven, Gen 5:24
Prophecy of, cited, Jude 14, 15

ENOUGH
never say, “E  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 30:15
It is e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 14:41
servants have bread e  . . . . . .Luke 15:17

ENRAGED
being exceedingly e  . . . . . . . .Acts 26:11
And the dragon was e  . . . . . . .Rev 12:17

ENRAPTURED
And always be e . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 5:19

ENRICHED
that you were e  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:5
while you are e  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 9:11

ENSNARED
The wicked is e  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 12:13

ENSNARES
sin which so easily e  . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:1

ENTANGLE
how they might e  . . . . . . . . .Matt 22:15

ENTANGLES
engaged in warfare e  . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:4

ENTER
E into His gates  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 100:4
Do not e into judgment  . . . . . . .Ps 143:2
E into the rock  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 2:10
He shall e into peace  . . . . . . . . . .Is 57:2
you will by no means e  . . . . . .Matt 5:20
“E by the narrow  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:13
e the kingdom of God  . . . . . .Matt 19:24
E into the joy of your  . . . . . . .Matt 25:21
and pray, lest you e  . . . . . . . .Matt 26:41
“Strive to e through . . . . . . . .Luke 13:24
you, he who does not e  . . . . . .John 10:1
who have believed do e  . . . . . . .Heb 4:3
e the Holiest by the  . . . . . . . .Heb 10:19
e the temple till the . . . . . . . . . .Rev 15:8
e through the gates  . . . . . . . . .Rev 22:14

ENTERED
Then Satan e Judas  . . . . . . . . .Luke 22:3
through one man sin e  . . . . . . .Rom 5:12
ear heard, nor have e  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 2:9
the forerunner has e  . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:20
e the Most Holy Place  . . . . . . . .Heb 9:12

ENTERS
If anyone e by Me  . . . . . . . . . .John 10:9
e the Presence behind  . . . . . . .Heb 6:19

ENTHRONED
You are holy, e in  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 22:3

ENTICED
his own desires and e . . . . . . .James 1:14

ENTICING
e speech she caused  . . . . . . . . .Prov 7:21

ENTIRELY
give yourself e  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 4:15

ENTRANCE
The e of Your words  . . . . . . .Ps 119:130
e will be supplied  . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:11

ENTREAT
“E me not to leave you  . . . . . .Ruth 1:16
“But now e God’s favor  . . . . . . . .Mal 1:9
being defamed, we e  . . . . . . .1 Cor 4:13

ENTREATED
man of God e the LORD  . . . . . .1 Kin 13:6
e our God for this  . . . . . . . . . . .Ezra 8:23

ENVIOUS
For I was e of the . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:3
Do not be e of evil  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 24:1
patriarchs, becoming e  . . . . . . . .Acts 7:9

ENVY
e slays a simple  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 5:2
e the oppressor  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:31
e is rottenness  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 14:30
not let your heart e  . . . . . . . .Prov 23:17
e have now perished . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 9:6
full of e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:29
not in strife and e . . . . . . . . . .Rom 13:13
love does not e  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:4
e, murders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:21
living in malice and e  . . . . . . . .Titus 3:3
For where e and . . . . . . . . . . .James 3:16
deceit, hypocrisy, e  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:1

EPAPHRAS
Leader of the Colossian church, Col 

1:7, 8
Suffers as a prisoner in Rome, Philem

23

EPAPHRODITUS
Messenger from Philippi, Phil 2:25–27
Brings a gift to Paul, Phil 4:18

EPHES DAMMIM
Philistine encampment, 1 Sam 17:1
Called Pasdammim, 1 Chr 11:13

EPHESUS
Paul visits, Acts 18:18–21
Miracles done here, Acts 19:11–21
Demetrius stirs up riot in, Acts

19:24–29
Elders of, addressed by Paul at Miletus,

Acts 20:17–38
Letter sent to, Eph 1:1
Site of one of seven churches, Rev 1:11

EPHRAIM
Joseph’s younger son, Gen 41:52
Obtains Jacob’s blessing, Gen 48:8–20

—Tribe of:
Predictions concerning, Gen 48:20
Territory assigned to, Josh 16:1–10
Assist Deborah, Judg 5:14, 15
Assist Gideon, Judg 7:24, 25
Quarrel with Gideon, Judg 8:1–3
Quarrel with Jephthah, Judg 12:1–4
Leading tribe of kingdom of Israel, Is

7:2–17
Provoke God by sin, Hos 12:7–14
Many of, join Judah, 2 Chr 15:8, 9
Captivity of, predicted, Hos 9:3–17
Messiah promised to, Zech 9:9–13

EPHRATHAH
Ancient name of Bethlehem, Ruth 4:11
Prophecy concerning, Mic 5:2
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EPHRON
Hittite who sold Machpelah to

Abraham, Gen 23:8–20

EPICUREANS
Sect of pleasure-loving philosophers,

Acts 17:18

EPISTLE
You are our e written  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 3:2
you are an e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 3:3
by word or our e  . . . . . . . . .2 Thess 2:15
our word in this e  . . . . . . . .2 Thess 3:14
is a sign in every e  . . . . . . .2 Thess 3:17

EPISTLES
e of commendation to . . . . . . . .2 Cor 3:1
as also in all his e  . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:16

EQUAL
it was you, a man my e  . . . . . . .Ps 55:13
and you made them e  . . . . . .Matt 20:12
making Himself e  . . . . . . . . . . .John 5:18
it robbery to be e  . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:6

EQUALITY
that there may be e  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 8:14

EQUITY
You have established e . . . . . . . . .Ps 99:4
judgment, and e  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 1:3
and e cannot enter  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 59:14
and pervert all e  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 3:9
with Me in peace and e . . . . . . . .Mal 2:6

ER
Son of Judah, Gen 38:1–7; 46:12

ERASTUS
Paul’s friend at Ephesus, Acts 19:21,

22; 2 Tim 4:20
Treasurer of Corinth, Rom 16:23

ERR
you cause you to e  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 3:12
My people Israel to e  . . . . . . . .Jer 23:13

ERROR
God that it was an e  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 5:6
e which was due  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:27
a sinner from the e . . . . . . . . .James 5:20
led away with the e . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:17
and the spirit of e  . . . . . . . . . .1 John 4:6
run greedily in the e  . . . . . . . . . .Jude 11

ERRORS
can understand his e  . . . . . . . . .Ps 19:12

ESARHADDON
Son of Sennacherib; king of Assyria

(681–669 B.C.), 2 Kin 19:36, 37

ESAU
Isaac’s favorite son, Gen 25:25–28
Sells his birthright, Gen 25:29–34
Deprived of blessing; seeks to kill Jacob,

Gen 27
Reconciled to Jacob, Gen 33:1–17
Descendants of, Gen 36

ESCAPE
E to the mountains  . . . . . . . . .Gen 19:17
and they shall not e  . . . . . . . . .Job 11:20
Shall they e by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 56:7
speaks lies will not e  . . . . . . . .Prov 19:5
and how shall we e  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 20:6
e all these things  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 21:36
same, that you will e  . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:3
also make the way of e  . . . . .1 Cor 10:13
how shall we e if we . . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:3
e who refused Him who  . . . . .Heb 12:25

ESCAPED
my flesh, and I have e  . . . . . . .Job 19:20
Our soul has e as a  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 124:7
after they have e  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:20

ESH-BAAL
Son of Saul, 1 Chr 8:33

ESHCOL
Valley near Hebron, Num 13:22–27;

Deut 1:24

ESTABLISH
to e them forever  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Chr 9:8
‘Your seed I will e  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 89:4
e the work of our . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 90:17
E Your word to Your  . . . . . . . .Ps 119:38
e an everlasting  . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 16:60
e justice in the gate  . . . . . . . .Amos 5:15
seeking to e their own  . . . . . . .Rom 10:3
faithful, who will e  . . . . . . . .2 Thess 3:3
E your hearts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .James 5:8
a while, perfect, e  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:10

ESTABLISHED
also is firmly e  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Chr 16:30
David my father be e  . . . . . . . .2 Chr 1:9
a rock, and e my steps  . . . . . . . . .Ps 40:2
e a testimony in Jacob  . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:5
Your throne is e . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 93:2
let all your ways be e  . . . . . . . .Prov 4:26
e the clouds above  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 8:28
lip shall be e forever . . . . . . . .Prov 12:19
house shall be e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 2:2
by His power, He has e  . . . . . . .Jer 10:12
built up in Him and e . . . . . . . . . .Col 2:7
covenant, which was e  . . . . . . . .Heb 8:6
that the heart be e  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 13:9

ESTABLISHES
The king e the land by  . . . . . . .Prov 29:4
Now He who e us with . . . . . .2 Cor 1:21

ESTEEM
high wall in his own e  . . . . . .Prov 18:11
and we did not e  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:3
e others better than  . . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:3
and hold such men in e . . . . . . .Phil 2:29
e them very highly  . . . . . . .1 Thess 5:13

ESTEEMED
For what is highly e  . . . . . . . .Luke 16:15
those who are least e  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:4

ESTEEMS
One person e one day  . . . . . . .Rom 14:5

ESTHER
Selected for harem, Esth 2:7–16
Chosen to be queen, Esth 2:17, 18
Agrees to intercede for her people, 
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Invites king to banquet, Esth 5:1–8
Denounces Haman; obtains reversal of

decree, Esth 7:1—8:8
Establishes Purim, Esth 9:29–32

ESTRANGED
The wicked are e . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 58:3
because they are all e . . . . . . . .Ezek 14:5
You have become e  . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:4

ETAM
Rock where Samson took refuge, Judg

15:8–19

ETERNAL
e God is your refuge  . . . . . . .Deut 33:27
For man goes to his e  . . . . . . . .Eccl 12:5
I do that I may have e  . . . . . .Matt 19:16

and inherit e life  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 19:29
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And I give them e life . . . . . . .John 10:28
that He should give e  . . . . . . . .John 17:2
And this is e life . . . . . . . . . . . .John 17:3
e life to those who by . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:7
the gift of God is e  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:23
e weight of glory  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 4:17
are not seen are e . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 4:18
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e life which was  . . . . . . . . . . .1 John 1:2
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Also He has put e  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 3:11
One who inhabits e  . . . . . . . . . .Is 57:15

ETHIOPIA
See CUSH
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3; 14:9–15; Is 43:3; Dan 11:43

Prophecies against, Is 20:1–6; Ezek
30:4–9

ETHIOPIANS
Skin of, unchangeable, Jer 13:23

EUNICE
Mother of Timothy, 2 Tim 1:5

EUNUCH
of Ethiopia, a e  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 8:27

EUNUCHS
have made themselves e  . . . .Matt 19:12

EUPHRATES
River of Eden, Gen 2:14
Boundary of Promised Land, Gen 15:18;

1 Kin 4:21, 24
Scene of battle, Jer 46:2, 6, 10
Angels bound there, Rev 9:14

EUTYCHUS
Sleeps during Paul’s sermon, Acts 20:9
Restored to life, Acts 20:12

EVANGELIST
of Philip the e  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 21:8
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EVEN
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“Why do you think e  . . . . . . . . .Matt 9:4
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everyone practicing e  . . . . . . . .John 3:20
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EVILDOERS
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EVILS
e have surrounded me  . . . . . . . .Ps 40:12
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EXALT
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E the humble . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 21:26
and he shall e himself  . . . . . . . .Dan 8:25

EXALTATION
e comes neither from . . . . . . . . . .Ps 75:6
who rejoice in My e  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 13:3
brother glory in his e  . . . . . . . .James 1:9

EXALTED
Let God be e  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Sam 22:47
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when vileness is e  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 12:8
I will be e among the . . . . . . . . .Ps 46:10
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favor our horn is e  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 89:17
You are e far above  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 97:9
His name alone is e  . . . . . . . . .Ps 148:13
upright the city is e  . . . . . . . .Prov 11:11
LORD alone shall be e  . . . . . . . . . .Is 2:11
valley shall be e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:4
Him God has e  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 5:31
And lest I should be e . . . . . . .2 Cor 12:7
also has highly e  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:9

EXALTS
Righteousness e  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 14:34
high thing that e  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 10:5
e himself above all . . . . . . . . .2 Thess 2:4
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But let a man e . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 11:28
But let each one e  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 6:4
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to make her a public e  . . . . . . .Matt 1:19
I have given you an e  . . . . . . .John 13:15
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to make ourselves an e  . . . . .2 Thess 3:9
youth, but be an e  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 4:12
us, leaving us an e . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:21
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are set forth as an e  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 7
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so that you became e . . . . . . .1 Thess 1:7
to you, but being e  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:3

EXCEEDING
He might show the e . . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:7
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for the LORD must be e  . . . . . .1 Chr 22:5
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e high mountain  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 4:8
Rejoice and be e  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:12
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EXCEL
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EXCELLENCE
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EXCELLENT
He is e in power  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 37:23
It shall be as e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 141:5
will speak of e things  . . . . . . . . .Prov 8:6
like Lebanon, e  . . . . . . . . . . . .Song 5:15
for He has done e  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 12:5
in counsel and e  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 28:29
Inasmuch as an e  . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 5:12
the things that are e  . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:18
the things that are e  . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:10
e sacrifice than Cain  . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:4
came to Him from the E  . . . . .2 Pet 1:17

EXCELS
Do you see a man who e  . . . .Prov 22:29
I saw that wisdom e  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 2:13
of the glory that e  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 3:10

EXCHANGE
man give in e for his soul  . . . .Matt 16:26

EXCHANGED
Nor can it be e  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 28:17
e the truth of God for  . . . . . . . .Rom 1:25
For even their women e  . . . . . .Rom 1:26

EXCLUDE
you, and when they e  . . . . . . .Luke 6:22
they want to e you . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 4:17

EXCUSE
God be angry at your e  . . . . . . . .Eccl 5:6
but now they have no e  . . . . .John 15:22
they are without e  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:20
do you think that we e  . . . . .2 Cor 12:19

EXCUSES
began to make e  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 14:18

EXECUTE
e vengeance on the  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 149:7
if you thoroughly e  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 7:5
e the fierceness . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 11:9
e judgment also  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 5:27
e wrath on him who  . . . . . . . .Rom 13:4
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Speak these things, e  . . . . . . . .Titus 2:15
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e one another  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 3:13
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Behold, the e of the  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 33:18
He who formed the e . . . . . . . . . .Ps 94:9
and the seeing e . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 20:12
who has a generous e . . . . . . . .Prov 22:9
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e look straight ahead  . . . . . . . .Prov 4:25
but the e of a fool . . . . . . . . . .Prov 17:24
Will you set your e  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 23:5
Who has redness of e  . . . . . . .Prov 23:29
be wise in his own e  . . . . . . . .Prov 26:5
so the e of man are  . . . . . . . .Prov 27:20
The wise man’s e  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 2:14
e than the wandering  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 6:9
You have dove’s e  . . . . . . . . . .Song 1:15
e have seen the King  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 6:5
of the book, and the e . . . . . . . . .Is 29:18
e fail from looking  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 38:14
O LORD, are not Your e  . . . . . . . . .Jer 5:3
Who have e and see  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 5:21
e will weep bitterly . . . . . . . . . .Jer 13:17
For I will set My e  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 24:6
rims were full of e  . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 1:18
full of e all around  . . . . . . . . .Ezek 10:12
that horn which had e  . . . . . . .Dan 7:20
horn between his e . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 8:5

You are of purer e  . . . . . . . . . . .Hab 1:13
But blessed are your e  . . . . . .Matt 13:16
“He put clay on my e  . . . . . . . .John 9:15
e they have closed  . . . . . . . . .Acts 28:27
e that they should not  . . . . . . .Rom 11:8
plucked out your own e  . . . . . . .Gal 4:15
have seen with our e . . . . . . . .1 John 1:1
the lust of the e . . . . . . . . . . .1 John 2:16
as snow, and His e  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:14
and anoint your e  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:18
creatures full of e  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 4:6
horns and seven e  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 5:6
tear from their e  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:4
EYESERVICE
not with e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:6
the flesh, not with e  . . . . . . . . .Col 3:22
EYEWITNESSES
the beginning were e . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:2
e of His majesty  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:16
EZEKIEL

Sent to rebellious Israel, Ezek 2; 3
Prophesies by symbolic action:

siege of Jerusalem, Ezek 4
destruction of Jerusalem, Ezek 5
captivity of Judah, Ezek 12:1–20
destruction of the temple, Ezek
24:15–27

Visions of:
God’s glory, Ezek 1:4–28
abominations, Ezek 8:5–18
valley of dry bones, Ezek 37:1–14
messianic times, Ezek 40—48
river of life, Ezek 47:1–5

Parables, allegories, dirges of, Ezek 15;
16; 17; 19; 23; 24

EZION GEBER
See ELATH
Town on the Red Sea, 1 Kin 9:26
Israelite encampment, Num 33:35
Seaport of Israel’s navy, 1 Kin 22:48

EZRA
Scribe, priest and reformer of postexilic

times; commissioned by Artaxerxes,
Ezra 7

Returns with exiles to Jerusalem, Ezra 8
Institutes reforms, Ezra 9
Reads the Law, Neh 8
Assists in dedication of wall, Neh

12:27–43

F

FABLES
nor give heed to f  . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:4
be turned aside to f  . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 4:4
cunningly devised f  . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:16
FACE
“For I have seen God f  . . . . . .Gen 32:30
f shone while he  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 34:29
he put a veil on his f  . . . . . . . . .Ex 34:33
the LORD make His f  . . . . . . . .Num 6:25
Then he turned his f . . . . . . . .2 Kin 20:2
curse You to Your f . . . . . . . . . . .Job 1:11
me, I will see Your f  . . . . . . . . .Ps 17:15
Why do You hide Your f . . . . . . .Ps 44:24
and cause His f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 67:1
of his f is changed . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 8:1
sins have hidden His f  . . . . . . . . .Is 59:2
I have made your f . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 3:8
but to us shame of f  . . . . . . . . . .Dan 9:7
before Your f who  . . . . . . . . .Matt 11:10
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f shone like the sun  . . . . . . . . .Matt 17:2
always before my f  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 2:25
dimly, but then f  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:12
look steadily at the f  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 3:7
with unveiled f . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 3:18
withstood him to his f  . . . . . . . .Gal 2:11
his natural f in a . . . . . . . . . . .James 1:23
but the f of the LORD  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:12
They shall see His f  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 22:4

FACES
f were not ashamed  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 34:5
hid, as it were, our f  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:3
be afraid of their f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 1:8
and all f turned pale  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 30:6
they disfigure their f  . . . . . . . .Matt 6:16

FACTIONS
there must also be f  . . . . . . .1 Cor 11:19

FADE
we all f as a leaf  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 64:6
and the leaf shall f  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 8:13
rich man also will f  . . . . . . . .James 1:11
and that does not f  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:4

FADES
withers, the flower f . . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:7

FAIL
eyes shall look and f  . . . . . . .Deut 28:32
flesh and my heart f . . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:26
of the thirsty to f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 32:6
their tongues f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 41:17
whose waters do not f  . . . . . . . .Is 58:11
have caused wine to f  . . . . . . . .Jer 48:33
of the olive may f  . . . . . . . . . . .Hab 3:17
nor shall the vine f  . . . . . . . . . .Mal 3:11
that when you f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 16:9
tittle of the law to f  . . . . . . . .Luke 16:17
faith should not f  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 22:32
they will f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:8
Your years will not f  . . . . . . . . .Heb 1:12
For the time would f  . . . . . . . .Heb 11:32

FAILED
Not a word f of any . . . . . . . . .Josh 21:45
My relatives have f . . . . . . . . . .Job 19:14
refuge has f me  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 142:4

FAILING
men’s hearts f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 21:26

FAILS
my strength f because  . . . . . . . .Ps 31:10
my spirit f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 143:7
and every vision f  . . . . . . . . .Ezek 12:22
Love never f . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:8

FAINT
the youths shall f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:30
shall walk and not f  . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:31
my heart is f in me  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 8:18
and the infants f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 2:11

FAINTED
thirsty, their soul f . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 107:5

FAINTHEARTED
unruly, comfort the f  . . . . . .1 Thess 5:14

FAINTS
longs, yes, even f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 84:2
My soul f for Your  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:81
And the whole heart f  . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:5
the earth, neither f  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:28

FAIR
Behold, you are f  . . . . . . . . . . .Song 1:15
of the Lord is not f  . . . . . . . . .Ezek 18:25
to a place called F  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 27:8

what is just and f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 4:1

FAIR-MINDED
These were more f  . . . . . . . . .Acts 17:11

FAIRER
f than the sons  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 45:2

FAIREST
another beloved, O f  . . . . . . . . .Song 5:9
your beloved gone, O f . . . . . . . .Song 6:1

FAITH
in whom is no f  . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 32:20
shall live by his f . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hab 2:4
you, O you of little f . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:30
not found such great f  . . . . . . .Matt 8:10
f as a mustard seed  . . . . . . . .Matt 17:20
that you have no f  . . . . . . . . . .Mark 4:40
to them, “Have f  . . . . . . . . . .Mark 11:22
“Increase our f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 17:5
will He really find f  . . . . . . . . .Luke 18:8
a man full of f . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 6:5
are sanctified by f  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 26:18
for obedience to the f  . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:5
God is revealed from f  . . . . . . .Rom 1:17
God, through f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:22
f apart from the deeds  . . . . . . .Rom 3:28
his f is accounted for  . . . . . . . . .Rom 4:5
f is made void and the  . . . . . . .Rom 4:14
those who are of the f  . . . . . . .Rom 4:16
f which we preach  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 10:8
f comes by hearing . . . . . . . . .Rom 10:17
and you stand by f  . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:20
in proportion to our f  . . . . . . . .Rom 12:6
Do you have f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 14:22
he does not eat from f  . . . . . .Rom 14:23
though I have all f  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:2
And now abide f . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:13
For we walk by f  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:7
the flesh I live by f  . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 2:20
or by the hearing of f  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:2
f are sons of Abraham  . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:7
the law is not of f . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:12
But after f has come . . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:25
f working through love . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:6
of the household of f  . . . . . . . . .Gal 6:10
been saved through f . . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:8
one Lord, one f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:5
to the unity of the f  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:13
taking the shield of f  . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:16
your work of f  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 1:3
for not all have f  . . . . . . . . . .2 Thess 3:2
having f and a good  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:19
the mystery of the f  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:9
he has denied the f  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:8
I have kept the f  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 4:7
in our common f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 1:4
not being mixed with f  . . . . . . . .Heb 4:2
f is the substance  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:1
without f it is  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:6
someone says he has f  . . . . . .James 2:14
Show me your f  . . . . . . . . . . .James 2:18
and not by f only  . . . . . . . . . .James 2:24
f will save the sick  . . . . . . . . .James 5:15
add to your f virtue  . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:5
on your most holy f  . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 20
the patience and the f  . . . . . . .Rev 13:10
of God and the f  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 14:12

FAITHFUL
God, He is God, the f . . . . . . . . .Deut 7:9
f disappear from among  . . . . . . . .Ps 12:1
LORD preserves the f  . . . . . . . . .Ps 31:23
whose spirit was not f  . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:8
eyes shall be on the f  . . . . . . . . .Ps 101:6

f spirit conceals a  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 11:13
But who can find a f  . . . . . . . . .Prov 20:6
f witness between us  . . . . . . . . .Jer 42:5
the Holy One who is f  . . . . . . .Hos 11:12
“Who then is a f  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:45
good and f servant  . . . . . . . . .Matt 25:23
He who is f in what  . . . . . . . .Luke 16:10
if you have not been f  . . . . . .Luke 16:12
have judged me to be f  . . . . . .Acts 16:15
God is f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:9
is my beloved and f  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 4:17
But as God is f  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 1:18
f brethren in Christ  . . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:2
He who calls you is f  . . . . . .1 Thess 5:24
This is a f saying and  . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:15
f High Priest in  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:17
as Moses also was f  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 3:2
He who promised is f  . . . . . . .Heb 10:23
He is f and just to  . . . . . . . . . .1 John 1:9
Be f until death  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:10
words are true and f  . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:5

FAITHFULNESS
I have declared Your f  . . . . . . . .Ps 40:10
f You shall establish  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 89:2
Your f also surrounds . . . . . . . . . .Ps 89:8
and Your f every night  . . . . . . . . .Ps 92:2
f endures to all  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:90
In Your f answer me  . . . . . . . . .Ps 143:1
counsels of old are f  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 25:1
great is Your f . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 3:23
unbelief make the f  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:3

FAITHLESS
“O f generation . . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 9:19
If we are f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:13

FALL
a deep sleep to f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 2:21
but do not let me f . . . . . . . .2 Sam 24:14
Let them f by their  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 5:10
For I am ready to f  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 38:17
Yes, all kings shall f  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 72:11
righteous man may f  . . . . . . .Prov 24:16
but the wicked shall f . . . . . . .Prov 24:16
digs a pit will f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 26:27
all their host shall f . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 34:4
men shall utterly f  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:30
of music, you shall f  . . . . . . . . . .Dan 3:5
And great was its f  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:27
the blind, both will f  . . . . . . .Matt 15:14
the stars will f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:29
“I saw Satan f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 10:18
that they should f  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:11
take heed lest he f  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:12
with pride he f . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:6
if they f away  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:6
lest anyone f short of  . . . . . . .Heb 12:15
it all joy when you f  . . . . . . . . .James 1:2
and rocks, “F on us  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 6:16

FALLEN
“Babylon is f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 21:9
you have f from grace  . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:4
And I saw a star f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 9:1
“Babylon is f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 14:8

FALLING
great drops of blood f  . . . . . . .Luke 22:44
f away comes first  . . . . . . . . .2 Thess 2:3

FALLS
who is alone when he f . . . . . . .Eccl 4:10
And whoever f . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 21:44
master he stands or f  . . . . . . . . .Rom l4:4
its flower f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .James 1:11
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so that no rain f . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 11:6

FALSE
“You shall not bear f  . . . . . . . . .Ex 20:16
I hate every f way  . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:104
gives heed to f lips  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 17:4
f witness shall perish  . . . . . . .Prov 21:28
and do not love a f  . . . . . . . . . .Zech 8:17
“Beware of f prophets  . . . . . . .Matt 7:15
f christs and f . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:24
and we are found f  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:15
among f brethren  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:26
of f brethren  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 2:4
f prophets have gone . . . . . . . .1 John 4:1
mouth of the f prophet  . . . . . .Rev 16:13

FALSEHOOD
those who speak f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 5:6
and brings forth f . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 7:14
For their deceit is f  . . . . . . . .Ps 119:118
remove f and lies far  . . . . . . . .Prov 30:8
under f we have hidden  . . . . . . .Is 28:15
offspring of f . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 57:4
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it, and swears f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lev 6:3
nor have we dealt f  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 44:17
surely they swear f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 5:2
words, swearing f  . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 10:4
of evil against you f  . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:11
f called knowledge  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:20
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Sheba heard of the f  . . . . . . . .1 Kin 10:1
Your f went out  . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 16:14
them for praise and f  . . . . . . . .Zeph 3:19
Then His f went . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 4:24

FAMILIES
in you all the f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 12:3
and makes their f . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 107:41
the God of all the f  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 31:1
f which the LORD has  . . . . . . . .Jer 33:24
in your seed all the f . . . . . . . . .Acts 3:25

FAMILY
shall mourn, every f . . . . . . . .Zech 12:12
f were baptized  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 16:33
from whom the whole f . . . . . . .Eph 3:15

FAMINE
Now there was a f  . . . . . . . . .Gen 12:10
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send the sword, the f  . . . . . . . .Jer 24:10
of the fever of f . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 5:10
I will increase the f  . . . . . . . . .Ezek 5:16
there arose a severe f  . . . . . . .Luke l5:14

FAMINES
And there will be f . . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:7

FAMISH
righteous soul to f  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 10:3
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honorable men are f  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 5:13

FAMOUS
and may his name be f  . . . . . . .Ruth 4:14

FAN
not to f or to cleanse  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 4:11
His winnowing f  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 3:12

FANCIES
with their own f . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 1:31

FAR
removed my brothers f  . . . . . . .Job 19:13
Your judgments are f  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 10:5
Be not f from Me . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 22:11

those who are f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:27
The LORD is f from the  . . . . . .Prov 15:29
but it was f from me  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:23
removed their hearts f  . . . . . . . .Is 29:13
Those near and those f . . . . . . .Ezek 22:5
their heart is f from  . . . . . . . . .Matt 15:8
going to a f country  . . . . . . . .Mark 13:34
though He is not f  . . . . . . . . .Acts 17:27
you who once were f . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:13

FARMER
The hard-working f  . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:6
See how the f waits  . . . . . . . . .James 5:7
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have made me and f  . . . . . . . . . .Job 10:8

FASHIONS
He f their hearts  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 33:15

FAST
f as you do this day . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 58:4
f that I have chosen  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 58:5
“Moreover, when you f  . . . . . .Matt 6:16
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FASTED
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FASTENED
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FASTING
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FASTINGS
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FAT
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f is the LORD’s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lev 3:16
Now Eglon was a very f  . . . . . .Judg 3:17
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FATHER
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and you shall be a f . . . . . . . . . .Gen 17:4
‘You are my f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 17:14
I was a f to the poor  . . . . . . . . .Job 29:16
A f of the fatherless  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:5
f pities his children  . . . . . . . . .Ps 103:13
the instruction of a f . . . . . . . . . .Prov 4:1
God, Everlasting F  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 9:6
You, O LORD, are our F  . . . . . . . .Is 63:16
time cry to Me, My F  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 3:4
for I am a F to Israel  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 31:9
“A son honors his f  . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 1:6
Have we not all one F  . . . . . . . .Mal 2:10
Our F in heaven  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:9
He who loves f . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 10:37
does anyone know the F  . . . .Matt 11:27
‘He who curses f  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 15:4
for One is your F  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:9
F will be divided  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 12:53
F loves the Son  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 3:35
F has been working  . . . . . . . . .John 5:17
F raises the dead  . . . . . . . . . . .John 5:21
F judges no one  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 5:22
He has seen the F  . . . . . . . . . .John 6:46
F who sent Me bears  . . . . . . . .John 8:18
we have one F  . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 8:41

of your f the devil  . . . . . . . . . .John 8:44
I and My F are one . . . . . . . . .John 10:30
and believe that the F  . . . . . .John 10:38
‘I am going to the F  . . . . . . . .John 14:28
F is the vinedresser  . . . . . . . . . .John 15:l
came forth from the F  . . . . . .John 16:28
that he might be the f  . . . . . . .Rom 4:11
“I have made you a f  . . . . . . . .Rom 4:17
“I will be a F  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 6:18
one God and F of all  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:6
but exhort him as a f  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:1
“I will be to Him a F  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 1:5
without f, without mother  . . . . .Heb 7:3
comes down from the F  . . . . .James 1:17
if you call on the F  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:17
and testify that the F  . . . . . . .1 John 4:14

FATHER’S
you in My F kingdom . . . . . . .Matt 26:29
I must be about My F . . . . . . . .Luke 2:49
F house are many . . . . . . . . . . .John 14:2
that a man has his f  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 5:1

FATHERLESS
my hand against the f  . . . . . . . .Job 31:21
the helper of the f  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 10:14
to do justice to the f . . . . . . . . . .Ps 10:18
He relieves the f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 146:9
the fields of the f  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 23:10
do not defend the f . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:23
they may rob the f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 10:2
You the f finds mercy  . . . . . . . .Hos 14:3
FATHERS
the LORD God of our f  . . . . . . . .Ezra 7:27
f trusted in You  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 22:4
our ears, O God, our f  . . . . . . . . .Ps 44:1
have sinned with our f . . . . . . . .Ps 106:6
f ate the manna  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 6:31
of whom are the f  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 9:5
you do not have many f  . . . . .1 Cor 4:15
unaware that all our f  . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:1
FATLING
and the f together . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 11:6

FATNESS
as with marrow and f . . . . . . . . . .Ps 63:5
of the root and f  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:17

FATTED
f cattle are  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 22:4
has killed the f . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 15:27

FATTENED
f your hearts as  . . . . . . . . . . . .James 5:5

FAULT
find no charge or f  . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 6:4
I have found no f  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 23:14
does He still find f  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 9:19
of God without f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:15
for they are without f  . . . . . . . .Rev 14:5

FAULTLESS
covenant had been f  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 8:7
to present you f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 24

FAULTS
“I remember my f . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 41:9
me from secret f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 19:12
are beaten for your f  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:20

FAVOR
granted me life and f  . . . . . . . .Job 10:12
f You will  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 5:12
His f is for life  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 30:5
A good man obtains f  . . . . . . . .Prov 12:2
but his f is like dew  . . . . . . . .Prov 19:12
and seek the LORD’s f  . . . . . . . .Jer 26:19
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and stature, and in f  . . . . . . . .Luke 2:52
God and having f  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 2:47
to do the Jews a f  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 24:27

FAVORABLE
And will He be f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 77:7
LORD, You have been f  . . . . . . . . .Ps 85:1

FAVORED
because You f them  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 44:3
“Rejoice, highly f  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:28

FAVORITISM
do not show personal f  . . . . .Luke 20:21
God shows personal f . . . . . . . . . .Gal 2:6

FEAR
this and live, for I f God  . . . . .Gen 42:18
f the people of the  . . . . . . . . . .Num 14:9
to put the dread and f  . . . . . . .Deut 2:25
f Me all the days  . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 4:10
f the LORD your God . . . . . . . . . .Deut 6:2
book, that you may f  . . . . . . .Deut 28:58
said, “Does Job f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 1:9
Yes, you cast off f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 15:4
Surely no f of me will  . . . . . . . . .Job 33:7
He mocks at f . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 39:22
they are in great f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 14:5
The f of the LORD is  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 19:9
of death, I will f . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 23:4
whom shall I f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 27:1
Let all the earth f . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 33:8
Oh, f the LORD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 34:9
there is no f of God  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 36:1
they are in great f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 53:5
hear, all you who f . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 66:16
f You as long as the  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 72:5
heart to f Your name  . . . . . . . . .Ps 86:11
The f of the LORD is  . . . . . . . . .Ps 111:10
f You will be glad . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:74
f the LORD and depart  . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:7
The f of man brings a  . . . . . . .Prov 29:25
it, that men should f  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 3:14
F God and keep His  . . . . . . . .Eccl 12:13
let Him be your f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 8:13
“Be strong, do not f  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 35:4
Do you not f Me  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 5:22
who would not f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 10:7
but I will put My f  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 32:40
who f My name the Sun  . . . . . . .Mal 4:2
f Him who is able  . . . . . . . . .Matt 10:28
“Do not f . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 12:32
a judge who did not f . . . . . . . .Luke 18:2
“Do you not even f  . . . . . . . .Luke 23:40
And walking in the f . . . . . . . . .Acts 9:31
the rest also may f  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:20
given us a spirit of f  . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 1:7
those who through f  . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:15
His rest, let us f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 4:1
because of His godly f  . . . . . . . . .Heb 5:7
F God  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:17
love casts out f  . . . . . . . . . . .1 John 4:18
Do not f any of  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:10

FEARED
But the midwives f  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 1:17
He is also to be f  . . . . . . . . .1 Chr 16:25
f God more than  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Neh 7:2
Yourself, are to be f  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 76:7
Then those who f  . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 3:16

FEARFUL
f in praises, doing  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 15:11
them, “Why are you f  . . . . . . .Matt 8:26
It is a f thing to . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:31

FEARFUL-HEARTED
to those who are f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 35:4

FEARFULLY
f and wonderfully made  . . . . . .Ps 139:14

FEARFULNESS
F and trembling have . . . . . . . . . .Ps 55:5
f has seized the  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 33:14

FEARING
is devoted to f You . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:38
sincerity of heart, f  . . . . . . . . . .Col 3:22
forsook Egypt, not f . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:27

FEARS
upright man, one who f  . . . . . . . .Job 1:8
Who is the man that f  . . . . . . . .Ps 25:12
me from all my f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 34:4
an oath as he who f  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 9:2
every nation whoever f . . . . . .Acts 10:35
f has not been made  . . . . . . .1 John 4:18

FEAST
Then he made them a f . . . . . . .Gen 19:3
and you shall keep a f  . . . . . .Num 29:12
f is made for laughter  . . . . . . .Eccl 10:19
f day the terrors that . . . . . . . . .Lam 2:22
hate, I despise your f  . . . . . . .Amos 5:21
every year at the F . . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:41
when you give a f  . . . . . . . . .Luke 14:13
Now the Passover, a f . . . . . . . . .John 6:4
great day of the f  . . . . . . . . . . .John 7:37
let us keep the f  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 5:8

FEASTING
go to the house of f  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:2

FEASTS
I will turn your f . . . . . . . . . . .Amos 8:10
the best places at f . . . . . . . . .Luke 20:46
spots in your love f  . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 12

FED
f me all my life long  . . . . . . . .Gen 48:15
and f you with manna  . . . . . . . .Deut 8:3
but the shepherds f  . . . . . . . . .Ezek 34:8
f you with milk and  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:2

FEEBLE
strengthened the f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 4:4
And there was none f  . . . . . . .Ps 105:37
And my flesh is f  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 109:24
Every hand will be f . . . . . . . . .Ezek 7:17
hang down, and the f  . . . . . . .Heb 12:12

FEED
ravens to f you there . . . . . . . .1 Kin 17:4
death shall f on them . . . . . . . . .Ps 49:14
of the righteous f  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 10:21
and f your flocks . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 61:5
to him, “F My lambs  . . . . . . .John 21:15
to him, “F My sheep  . . . . . . .John 21:17
your enemy hungers, f  . . . . . .Rom 12:20
my goods to f the poor  . . . . . .1 Cor 13:3

FEEDS
“Ephraim f on the wind . . . . . . .Hos 12:1
your heavenly Father f  . . . . . . .Matt 6:26

FEET
So she lay at his f  . . . . . . . . . . .Ruth 3:14
so my f did not slip  . . . . . . .2 Sam 22:37
f they hang far  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 28:4
I was f to the lame  . . . . . . . . . .Job 29:15
all things under his f  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 8:6
He makes my f like the  . . . . . . .Ps 18:33
You have set my f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 31:8
does not allow our f  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 66:9
f had almost stumbled  . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:2

f have been standing  . . . . . . . . .Ps 122:2
For their f run to  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 1:16
Her f go down to death  . . . . . . .Prov 5:5
sandals off your f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 20:2
called him to His f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 41:2
up the dust of your f  . . . . . . . . . .Is 49:23
mountains are the f  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 52:7
place of My f glorious  . . . . . . . . .Is 60:13
are the dust of His f  . . . . . . . . . .Nah 1:3
in that day His f . . . . . . . . . . . .Zech 14:4
two hands or two f . . . . . . . . . .Matt 18:8
began to wash His f  . . . . . . . . .Luke 7:38
also sat at Jesus’ f . . . . . . . . . .Luke 10:39
wash the disciples’ f . . . . . . . . .John 13:5
at the apostles’ f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 4:35
f are swift to shed  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:15
beautiful are the f . . . . . . . . . .Rom 10:15
all things under His f  . . . . . .1 Cor 15:27
and having shod your f  . . . . . . .Eph 6:15
fell at His f as dead  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:17
And I fell at his f  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 19:10

FELIX
Governor of Judea; letter addressed to,

Acts 23:24–30
Paul’s defense before, Acts 24:1–27

FELLOW
f servants who owed  . . . . . . .Matt 18:28
begins to beat his f . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:49
f worker concerning  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 8:23
f citizens with the  . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:19
Gentiles should be f  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 3:6
rest of my f workers  . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:3
These are my only f  . . . . . . . . . .Col 4:11
that we may become f  . . . . . . . .3 John 8
I am your f servant  . . . . . . . . .Rev 19:10

FELLOWSHIP
doctrine and f . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 2:42
were called into the f  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:9
not want you to have f  . . . . .1 Cor 10:20
f has righteousness  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 6:14
the right hand of f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 2:9
And have no f with the  . . . . . . .Eph 5:11
for your f in the  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:5
of love, if any f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:1
and the f of His  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 3:10
also may have f  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 John 1:3
we say that we have f  . . . . . . .1 John 1:6
the light, we have f  . . . . . . . . .1 John 1:7

FENCE
and a tottering f . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 62:3

FENCED
He has f up my way  . . . . . . . . . .Job 19:8

FERTILIZE
I dig around it and f  . . . . . . . . .Luke 13:8

FERVENT
and being f in spirit  . . . . . . . .Acts 18:25
f prayer of a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .James 5:16
all things have f  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:8
will melt with f  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:10

FERVENTLY
you, always laboring f  . . . . . . . .Col 4:12
love one another f  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:22

FESTIVAL
night when a holy f  . . . . . . . . . .Is 30:29
or regarding a f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 2:16

FESTUS
Governor of Judea, Acts 24:27
Paul’s defense made to, Acts 25:1–22
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FETCH
f my knowledge from  . . . . . . . . .Job 36:3

FETTERS
hurt his feet with f  . . . . . . . . .Ps 105:18
their nobles with f  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 149:8

FEVER
f which shall  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lev 26:16
my bones burn with f  . . . . . . . .Job 30:30
and rebuked the f  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 4:39

FEW
f and evil have been  . . . . . . . . .Gen 47:9
f days and full of . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 14:1
Let his days be f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 109:8
let your words be f  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 5:2
and there are f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:14
but the laborers are f  . . . . . . . .Matt 9:37
called, but f chosen  . . . . . . . .Matt 20:16
“Lord, are there f  . . . . . . . . .Luke 13:23
prepared, in which a f  . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:20
I have a f things  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:20

FIDELITY
but showing all good f  . . . . . . .Titus 2:10

FIELD
Let the f be joyful  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 96:12
to house; they add f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 5:8
becomes a fruitful f . . . . . . . . . . .Is 32:15
The f is the world  . . . . . . . . .Matt 13:38
and buys that f . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 13:44
f has been called the  . . . . . . . .Matt 27:8
you are God’s f . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:9

FIELD OF BLOOD
A field bought as a cemetery for Judas’s

burial, Matt 27:1–10
Predicted in the OT, Zech 11:12, 13

FIELDS
f yield no food . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hab 3:17
living out in the f . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:8
eyes and look at the f  . . . . . . . .John 4:35

FIERCENESS
f has deceived you  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 49:16
the winepress of the f  . . . . . . .Rev 19:15

FIERY
the LORD sent f serpents  . . . . .Num 21:6
right hand came a f  . . . . . . . . .Deut 33:2
shall make them as a f  . . . . . . . . .Ps 21:9
offspring will be a f . . . . . . . . . . .Is 14:29
burning f furnace  . . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 3:6
concerning the f  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:12
f red dragon having  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 12:3

FIG
f leaves together  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 3:7
his vine and his f  . . . . . . . . . .1 Kin 4:25
fruit falling from a f  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 34:4
f tree may not blossom  . . . . . . .Hab 3:17
fruit on this f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 13:7
“Look at the f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 21:29
‘I saw you under the f  . . . . . . .John 1:50
Can a f tree  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .James 3:12
f tree drops its late  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 6:13

FIGHT
The LORD will f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 14:14
you go with me to f  . . . . . . . .1 Kin 22:4
Our God will f for us  . . . . . . . .Neh 4:20
My servants would f . . . . . . . .John 18:36
to him, let us not f  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 23:9
F the good f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:12
have fought the good f  . . . . . . .2 Tim 4:7
You f and war  . . . . . . . . . . . . .James 4:2

FIGHTS
your God is He who f  . . . . . . .Josh 23:10
because my lord f  . . . . . . . .1 Sam 25:28
f come from among  . . . . . . . . .James 4:1

FIGS
puts forth her green f . . . . . . . .Song 2:13
f set before the  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 24:1
from thornbushes or f  . . . . . . .Matt 7:16
men do not gather f  . . . . . . . . .Luke 6:44
or a grapevine bear f  . . . . . . .James 3:12

FIGURATIVELY
brethren, I have f  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 4:6

FIGURE
and using no f  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 16:29

FILL
f the earth and subdue  . . . . . . .Gen 1:28
wealth, that I may f  . . . . . . . . .Prov 8:21
“Do I not f heaven  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 23:24
f this temple with  . . . . . . . . . . . .Hag 2:7
“F the waterpots  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 2:7
that He might f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:10
so as always to f  . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 2:16
FILLED
the whole earth be f  . . . . . . . . .Ps 72:19
Then our mouth was f  . . . . . . . .Ps 126:2
for they shall be f . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:6
“Let the children be f  . . . . . . .Mark 7:27
he would gladly have f  . . . . . .Luke 15:16
being f with all . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:29
full of goodness, f  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 15:14
that you may be f  . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 3:19
but be f with the . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:18
being f with the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:11
peace, be warmed and f  . . . . .James 2:16
FILTH
has washed away the f  . . . . . . . . . .Is 4:4
been made as the f  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 4:13
the removal of the f . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:21

FILTHINESS
from all your f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 36:25
ourselves from all f  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 7:1
lay aside all f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .James 1:21
abominations and the f  . . . . . . .Rev 17:4

FILTHY
is abominable and f  . . . . . . . . .Job 15:16
with f garments  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Zech 3:3
malice, blasphemy, f  . . . . . . . . . .Col 3:8
poor man in f clothes  . . . . . . . .James 2:2
oppressed by the f . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:7
let him be f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 22:11

FIND
sure your sin will f  . . . . . . . .Num 32:23
Almighty, we cannot f  . . . . . . .Job 37:23
life to those who f  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 4:22
that no one can f  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 3:11
waters, for you will f . . . . . . . . .Eccl 11:1
seek, and you will f  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:7
for My sake will f . . . . . . . . . .Matt 10:39
when he comes, will f  . . . . . .Matt 24:46
f a Babe wrapped . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:12
f no fault in this Man . . . . . . . .Luke 23:4
I f then a law  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 7:21
f grace to help in  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 4:16
FINDING
great things past f  . . . . . . . . . . .Jon 9:10
and f none . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 11:24
and His ways past f  . . . . . . . .Rom 11:33

FINDS
f me f life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 8:35

f a wife f a good  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 18:22
Whatever your hand f  . . . . . . . .Eccl 9:10
and he who seeks f  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:8
f his life will lose  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 10:39
and he who seeks f  . . . . . . . .Luke 11:10

FINE
Then I beat them as f . . . . . .2 Sam 22:43
gold, yea, than much f  . . . . . . . .Ps 19:10
f gold is a wise  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 25:12
set on bases of f gold  . . . . . . . .Song 5:15
more rare than f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 13:12
and for f clothing  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 23:18
how changed the f  . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 4:1
rings, in f apparel  . . . . . . . . . . .James 2:2
for the f linen is the . . . . . . . . . .Rev 19:8

FINGER
written with the f  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 31:18
f shall be thicker . . . . . . . . . .1 Kin 12:10
the pointing of the f  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 58:9
dip the tip of his f  . . . . . . . . .Luke 16:24
the ground with His f  . . . . . . . . .John 8:6
“Reach your f . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 20:27

FINGERS
the work of Your f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 8:3
he points with his f  . . . . . . . . .Prov 6:13
that which their own f  . . . . . . . . . .Is 2:8
with one of their f  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:4

FINISH
city, to f the  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 9:24
he has enough to f  . . . . . . . . .Luke 14:28
has given Me to f  . . . . . . . . . . .John 5:36
so that I may f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 20:24

FINISHED
f the work which You . . . . . . . .John 17:4
He said, “It is f . . . . . . . . . . . .John 19:30
I have f the race . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 4:7
thousand years were f  . . . . . . . .Rev 20:3

FIRE
rained brimstone and f  . . . . . .Gen 19:24
to him in a flame of f . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 3:2
by day, and f was over . . . . . . . .Ex 40:38
God, who answers by f  . . . . .1 Kin 18:24
LORD was not in the f  . . . . . .1 Kin 19:12
I was musing, the f  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 39:3
we went through f . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 66:12
they have set f . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 74:7
f goes before Him  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 97:3
f and hail . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 148:8
burns as the f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 9:18
says the LORD, whose f  . . . . . . . . .Is 31:9
you walk through the f  . . . . . . . . .Is 43:2
f that burns all the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 65:5
on whose bodies the f  . . . . . . . .Dan 3:27
He break out like f  . . . . . . . . . .Amos 5:6
for conflict by f . . . . . . . . . . . . .Amos 7:4
like a refiner’s f . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 3:2
the Holy Spirit and f . . . . . . . . .Matt 3:11
f is not quenched  . . . . . . . . . .Mark 9:44
“I came to send f  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 12:49
tongues, as of f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 2:3
f taking vengeance  . . . . . . . .2 Thess 1:8
and that burned with f  . . . . . .Heb 12:18
And the tongue is a f  . . . . . . . .James 3:6
vengeance of eternal f  . . . . . . . . . .Jude 7
f came down from God  . . . . . . .Rev 20:9
into the lake of f  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 20:14

FIREBRAND
f plucked from the  . . . . . . . . .Amos 4:11

FIREBRANDS
a madman who throws f . . . . .Prov 26:18
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two stubs of smoking f  . . . . . . . . . .Is 7:4

FIRM
their strength is f . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:4
f the feeble knees  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 35:3
of the hope f to the  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 3:6

FIRMAMENT
Thus God made the f  . . . . . . . . .Gen 1:7
f shows His handiwork  . . . . . . . .Ps 19:1
in His mighty f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 150:1
brightness of the f . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 12:3

FIRST
The f one to plead his . . . . . . .Prov 18:17
f father sinned  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 43:27
desires to be f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 20:27
f shall be slave  . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 10:44
And the gospel must f  . . . . . .Mark 13:10
evil, of the Jew f . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:9
“Or who has f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:35
f man Adam became a  . . . . .1 Cor 15:45
f a willing mind  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 8:12
that we who f trusted  . . . . . . . .Eph 1:12
For Adam was formed f  . . . . .1 Tim 2:13
f covenant had been  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 8:7
love Him because He f  . . . . .1 John 4:19
I am the F and the . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:17
you have left your f  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:4
is the f resurrection . . . . . . . . . .Rev 20:5

FIRST-RIPE
f fruit which my soul . . . . . . . . . .Mic 7:1

FIRSTBORN
LORD struck all the f  . . . . . . . . .Ex 12:29
I will make him My f  . . . . . . . . .Ps 89:27
Shall I give my f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 6:7
brought forth her f  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 1:25
that He might be the f  . . . . . . .Rom 8:29
invisible God, the f  . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:15
the beginning, the f  . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:18
witness, the f from  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:5

FIRSTFRUIT
For if the f is holy . . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:16

FIRSTFRUITS
and with the f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:9
also who have the f  . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:23
and has become the f  . . . . . .1 Cor 15:20
Christ the f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:23
might be a kind of f  . . . . . . . .James 1:18
among men, being f . . . . . . . . . .Rev 14:4

FISH
f taken in a cruel net . . . . . . . . .Eccl 9:12
had prepared a great f  . . . . . . . .Jon 1:17
do You make men like f  . . . . . .Hab 1:14
Or if he asks for a f  . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:10
belly of the great f  . . . . . . . . .Matt 12:40
five loaves and two f  . . . . . . .Matt 14:17
and likewise the f  . . . . . . . . .John 21:13

FISHERMEN
The f also will mourn  . . . . . . . . . .Is 19:8
I will send for many f  . . . . . . . .Jer 16:16

FISHERS
and I will make you f  . . . . . . . .Matt 4:19

FIT
and looking back, is f  . . . . . . . .Luke 9:62

FITTING
Is it f to say to a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 34:18
Luxury is not f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 19:10
so honor is not f . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 26:1
things which are not f  . . . . . . .Rom 1:28
a High Priest was f  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 7:26

FIVE
f smooth stones  . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 17:40
about f thousand men  . . . . . .Matt 14:21
and f were foolish  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 25:2

FIXED
f My limit for it  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 38:10
is a great gulf f . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 16:26

FLAME
appeared to him in a f  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 3:2
f will dry out his . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 15:30
f consumes the chaff . . . . . . . . . . .Is 5:24
and tempest and the f . . . . . . . . . .Is 29:6
nor shall the f . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 43:2
behind them a f . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Joel 2:3
am tormented in this f  . . . . . .Luke 16:24
and His ministers a f  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 1:7
and His eyes like a f  . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:14

FLAMES
the LORD divides the f  . . . . . . . . .Ps 29:7

FLAMING
f sword which turned  . . . . . . . .Gen 3:24
f fire in their land  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 105:32
in f fire taking  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Thess 1:8

FLATTER
I do not know how to f . . . . . . .Job 32:22
They f with their  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 5:9

FLATTERED
Nevertheless they f  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:36

FLATTERING
f mouth works ruin  . . . . . . . .Prov 26:28
f speech deceive  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 16:18
any time did we use f  . . . . . .1 Thess 2:5
swelling words, f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 16

FLATTERS
with one who f with  . . . . . . .Prov 20:19
f his neighbor spreads  . . . . . . .Prov 29:5

FLATTERY
shall corrupt with f  . . . . . . . . .Dan 11:32

FLAVOR
the salt loses its f  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:13

FLAVORLESS
f food be eaten  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 6:6

FLAX
f He will not quench . . . . . . . . . . .Is 42:3
f He will not quench  . . . . . . .Matt 12:20

FLED
The sea saw it and f . . . . . . . . . .Ps 114:3
who have f for refuge  . . . . . . . .Heb 6:18

FLEE
f away secretly  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 31:27
those who hate You f . . . . . . .Num 10:35
such a man as I f  . . . . . . . . . . .Neh 6:11
who see me outside f . . . . . . . . .Ps 31:11
Or where can I f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 139:7
And the shadows f  . . . . . . . . . .Song 2:17
who are in Judea f  . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:16
F sexual immorality  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:18
f these things and  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:11
devil and he will f  . . . . . . . . . .James 4:7

FLESH
bone of my bones and f . . . . . . .Gen 2:23
shall become one f  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 2:24
f had corrupted their  . . . . . . . .Gen 6:12
f I shall see God  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 19:26
My f also will rest in  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 16:9
that they were but f . . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:39
my heart and my f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 84:2

f shall bless His holy  . . . . . . . .Ps 145:21
is wearisome to the f  . . . . . . .Eccl 12:12
And all f shall see it  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:5
“All f is grass  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:6
out My Spirit on all f  . . . . . . . . .Joel 2:28
Simon Bar-Jonah, for f  . . . . . .Matt 16:17
two shall become one f  . . . . . .Matt 19:5
were shortened, no f  . . . . . . .Matt 24:22
shall become one f  . . . . . . . . .Mark 10:8
f shall see the  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 3:6
And the Word became f  . . . . . .John 1:14
I shall give is My f  . . . . . . . . . .John 6:51
unless you eat the f  . . . . . . . . .John 6:53
f profits nothing  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 6:63
according to the f  . . . . . . . . . . .John 8:15
when we were in the f  . . . . . . . .Rom 7:5
of God, but with the f . . . . . . . .Rom 7:25
on the things of the f  . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:5
you are not in the f  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:9
to the f you will die  . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:13
f should glory in His  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:29
“shall become one f  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:16
there is one kind of f  . . . . . .1 Cor 15:39
For the f lusts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:17
have crucified the f  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:24
good showing in the f  . . . . . . . .Gal 6:12
may boast in your f  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 6:13
f has ceased from sin . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:1
of his time in the f  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:2
the lust of the f  . . . . . . . . . . .1 John 2:16
has come in the f  . . . . . . . . . .1 John 4:2
dreamers defile the f  . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 8

FLESHLY
f wisdom but by the  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 1:12
law of a f commandment . . . . . .Heb 7:16
f lusts which  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:11

FLIES
will send swarms of f  . . . . . . . . .Ex 8:21
He sent swarms of f  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:45
Dead f putrefy the . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 10:1

FLIGHT
f shall perish from  . . . . . . . . .Amos 2:14
And pray that your f . . . . . . . .Matt 24:20

FLINT
will seem like f . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 5:28
set My face like a f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 50:7

FLINTY
out of the f rock . . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 8:15

FLOAT
and he made the iron f  . . . . . . .2 Kin 6:6

FLOCK
Your people like a f  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 77:20
wilderness like a f  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:52
lead Joseph like a f . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 80:1
the footsteps of the f  . . . . . . . . .Song 1:8
He will feed His f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:11
you do not feed the f  . . . . . . . .Ezek 34:3
are My f, the f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 34:31
though the f be cut  . . . . . . . . . .Hab 3:17
my God, “Feed the f  . . . . . . . .Zech 11:4
sheep of the f . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 26:31
“Do not fear, little f  . . . . . . . .Luke 12:32
there will be one f  . . . . . . . . .John 10:16
of the milk of the f  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 9:7
Shepherd the f of God  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:2
examples to the f  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:3

FLOCKS
are clothed with f  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 65:13
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FLOOD
the waters of the f  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 7:10
sat enthroned at the F  . . . . . . . .Ps 29:10
them away like a f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 90:5
will you do in the f  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 12:5
the days before the f  . . . . . . .Matt 24:38
bringing in the f  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:5
of his mouth like a f  . . . . . . . .Rev 12:15

FLOODS
me, and the f of . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 18:4
f on the dry ground  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 44:3
rain descended, the f  . . . . . . . .Matt 7:25

FLOURISH
the righteous shall f  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 72:7

FLOURISHED
your care for me has f  . . . . . . . .Phil 4:10

FLOURISHES
In the morning it f . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 90:6

FLOW
f away as waters which  . . . . . . . .Ps 58:7
and the waters f  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 147:18
that its spices may f  . . . . . . . . .Song 4:16
all nations shall f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 2:2
of his heart will f  . . . . . . . . . . .John 7:38

FLOWER
comes forth like a f  . . . . . . . . . .Job 14:2
as a f of the field  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 103:15
beauty is a fading f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 28:4
is like the f of the  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:6
grass withers, the f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:7
if she is past the f  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:36
of man as the f  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:24

FLOWERS
f appear on the earth  . . . . . . . .Song 2:12

FLOWING
‘a land f with milk  . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 6:3
of wisdom is a f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 18:4
the Gentiles like a f  . . . . . . . . . .Is 66:12

FLUTE
play the harp and f  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 4:21
sound of the horn, f  . . . . . . . . . .Dan 3:5

FLUTES
instruments and f  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 150:4

FLUTISTS
harpists, musicians, f  . . . . . . . .Rev 18:22

FLY
I would f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 55:6
soon cut off, and we f  . . . . . . . .Ps 90:10
they f away like an  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 23:5

FOE
and scattered the f . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 18:14

FOES
my enemies and f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 27:2
I will beat down his f . . . . . . . . .Ps 89:23

FOLD
are not of this f  . . . . . . . . . . .John 10:16
a cloak You will f  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 1:12

FOLDING
slumber, a little f  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 6:10

FOLLOW
f what is altogether  . . . . . . . .Deut 16:20
to Me, you who f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 51:1
f You wherever You go . . . . . . .Matt 8:19
He said to him, “F  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 9:9
up his cross, and f  . . . . . . . . . .Mark 8:34
someone who does not f  . . . . .Mark 9:38
will by no means f  . . . . . . . . . .John 10:5

serves Me, let him f  . . . . . . . .John 12:26
those of some men f . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:24
that you should f  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:21
f the Lamb wherever He  . . . . . .Rev 14:4
and their works f . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 14:13

FOLLOWED
f the LORD my God  . . . . . . . . . .Josh 14:8
LORD took me as I f  . . . . . . . . .Amos 7:15
we have left all and f . . . . . . .Mark 10:28

FOLLOWS
My soul f close behind . . . . . . . . .Ps 63:8
f Me shall not walk  . . . . . . . . .John 8:12

FOLLY
taken much notice of f  . . . . . . .Job 35:15
not turn back to f . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 85:8
F is joy to him who is  . . . . . . .Prov 15:21
of fools is f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 16:22
F is set in great  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 10:6

FOOD
you it shall be for f  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 1:29
that lives shall be f  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 9:3
stranger, giving him f  . . . . . .Deut 10:18
He gives f in  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 36:31
he may bring forth f . . . . . . . . .Ps 104:14
Who gives f to all . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 136:25
Much f is in the  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 13:23
night, and provides f  . . . . . . .Prov 31:15
f which you eat shall  . . . . . . . .Ezek 4:10
the fields yield no f  . . . . . . . . . .Hab 3:17
that there may be f  . . . . . . . . . .Mal 3:10
to give them f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:45
and you gave Me f  . . . . . . . . .Matt 25:35
and he who has f  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 3:11
have you any f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 21:5
they ate their f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 2:46
our hearts with f  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 14:17
destroy with your f . . . . . . . . .Rom 14:15
f makes my brother  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 8:13
the same spiritual f . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:3
sower, and bread for f  . . . . . .2 Cor 9:10
And having f and  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:8
and not solid f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 5:12
But solid f belongs to  . . . . . . . .Heb 5:14
of f sold his . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:16
destitute of daily f  . . . . . . . . .James 2:15

FOODS
F for the stomach  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:13
f which God  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 4:3

FOOL
f has said in his  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 14:1
is like sport to a f  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 10:23
f will be servant  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 11:29
f is right in his own  . . . . . . . .Prov 12:15
f lays open his folly  . . . . . . . .Prov 13:16
is too lofty for a f  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 24:7
whoever says, ‘You f  . . . . . . . .Matt 5:22
I speak as a f  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:23
I have become a f  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 12:11

FOOLISH
of the f women speaks  . . . . . . . .Job 2:10
I was so f and  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:22
f pulls it down with  . . . . . . . . .Prov 14:1
f man squanders it  . . . . . . . . .Prov 21:20
“For My people are f . . . . . . . . . .Jer 4:22
Has not God made f  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:20
O f Galatians  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:1
were also once f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 3:3
But avoid f disputes  . . . . . . . . . .Titus 3:9

FOOLISHLY
I speak f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:21

FOOLISHNESS
O God, You know my f  . . . . . . . .Ps 69:5
Forsake f and live . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 9:6
of fools proclaims f  . . . . . . . . .Prov 12:23
The f of a man twists  . . . . . . . .Prov 19:3
F is bound up in the  . . . . . . . .Prov 22:15
devising of f is sin  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 24:9
person will speak f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 32:6
of the cross is f  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:18
Because the f of God . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:25

FOOLS
f despise wisdom  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 1:7
folly of f is deceit  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 14:8
F mock at sin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 14:9
has no pleasure in f . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 5:4
We are f for Christ’s  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 4:10

FOOT
will not allow your f  . . . . . . . . .Ps 121:3
f will not stumble . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:23
From the sole of the f  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:6
you turn away your f  . . . . . . . . .Is 58:13
f causes you to sin  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 18:8
you dash your f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 4:11
If the f should say . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:15

FOOTMEN
have run with the f . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 12:5
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autumn trees without f  . . . . . . . .Jude 12
tree yielding its f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 22:2

FRUITFUL
them, saying, “Be f  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 1:22
a f bough, a f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 49:22
wife shall be like a f . . . . . . . . . .Ps 128:3
heaven and f seasons  . . . . . . .Acts 14:17
pleasing Him, being f  . . . . . . . . .Col 1:10

FRUITS
Therefore bear f . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 3:8
know them by their f  . . . . . . . .Matt 7:16
and increase the f . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 9:10
of mercy and good f  . . . . . . . .James 3:17
which bore twelve f  . . . . . . . . .Rev 22:2

FUEL
people shall be as f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 9:19
into the fire for f  . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 15:4

FULFILL
the LORD, to f his vow  . . . . . . .Lev 22:21
And you shall f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Kin 5:9
f all your petitions  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 20:5
f the desire of those . . . . . . . . .Ps 145:19

FORSAKING 1880 FULFILL



for us to f all  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 3:15
f the law of Christ  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 6:2
f my joy by being  . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:2
and f all the good  . . . . . . . .2 Thess 1:11
If you really f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .James 2:8

FULFILLED
the law till all is f  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:18
of the Gentiles are f  . . . . . . . .Luke 21:24
all things must be f  . . . . . . . .Luke 24:44
of the law might be f  . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:4
loves another has f  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 13:8
For all the law is f  . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:14

FULFILLMENT
for there will be a f  . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:45
love is the f of the  . . . . . . . . .Rom 13:10

FULL
I went out f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ruth 1:21
For I am f of words . . . . . . . . . .Job 32:18
of the LORD is f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 29:4
who has his quiver f  . . . . . . . . .Ps 127:5
Lest I be f and deny  . . . . . . . . .Prov 30:9
yet the sea is not f  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 1:7
the whole earth is f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 6:3
and it was f of bones  . . . . . . . .Ezek 37:1
But truly I am f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 3:8
whole body will be f  . . . . . . . .Matt 6:22
of the Father, f  . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 1:14
your joy may be f  . . . . . . . . . .John 15:11
chose Stephen, a man f . . . . . . . .Acts 6:5
You are already f  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 4:8
learned both to be f . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:12
I am f, having received  . . . . . . .Phil 4:18

FULL-GROWN
and sin, when it is f  . . . . . . . .James 1:15

FULLNESS
satisfied with the f . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 36:8
f we have all received  . . . . . . .John 1:16
to Israel until the f  . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:25
But when the f of the . . . . . . . . . .Gal 4:4
dispensation of the f  . . . . . . . . .Eph 1:10
filled with all the f  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 3:19
Him dwells all the f  . . . . . . . . . . .Col 2:9

FUME
Why do you f with envy . . . . . . .Ps 68:16

FUNCTION
do not have the same f  . . . . . . .Rom 12:4

FURIOUS
You have been f . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 89:38
f man do not go  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 22:24
fury and in f rebukes  . . . . . . . .Ezek 5:15
LORD avenges and is f  . . . . . . . . .Nah 1:2
this, they were f  . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 5:33

FURIOUSLY
for he drives f . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Kin 9:20

FURNACE
you out of the iron f . . . . . . . . .Deut 4:20
tested you in the f  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 48:10
of a burning fiery f  . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 3:6
cast them into the f  . . . . . . . .Matt 13:42
the smoke of a great f  . . . . . . . . .Rev 9:2

FURNISHED
also f her table  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 9:2
a large upper room, f . . . . . . .Mark 14:15

FURY
F is not in Me  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 27:4
they are full of the f  . . . . . . . . . .Is 51:20
f to His adversaries . . . . . . . . . . .Is 59:18
and My own f . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 63:5

even in anger and f  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 21:5
and I will cause My f  . . . . . . . .Ezek 5:13
Thus will I spend My f  . . . . . . .Ezek 6:12
in anger and f on the . . . . . . . . .Mic 5:15
FUTILE
For it is not a f . . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 32:47
of the peoples are f  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 10:3
wise, that they are f  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:20
risen, your faith is f  . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:17
FUTILITY
allotted months of f  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 7:3
f have You created all  . . . . . . . .Ps 89:47
was subjected to f  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:20
FUTURE
for the f of that man  . . . . . . . . .Ps 37:37
the f of the wicked  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 37:38
to give you a f . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 29:11

G

GAAL
Son of Ebed; vilifies Abimelech, Judg

9:26–41
GAASH

Hill of Ephraim, Judg 2:9
Joshua buried near, Josh 24:30

GABBATHA
Place of Pilate’s court, John 19:13

GABRIEL
Messenger archangel; interprets

Daniel’s vision, Dan 8:16–27
Reveals the prophecy of 70 weeks, Dan

9:21–27
Announces John’s birth, Luke 1:11–22
Announces Christ’s birth, Luke

1:26–38
Stands in God’s presence, Luke 1:19

GAD
Son of Jacob by Zilpah, Gen 30:10, 11
Blessed by Jacob, Gen 49:19

—Tribe of:
Census of, Num 1:24, 25
Territory of, Num 32:20–36
Captivity of, 1 Chr 5:26
Later references to, Rev 7:5

—Prophet in David’s reign, 1 Sam 22:5
Message of, to David, 2 Sam 24:10–16

GADARENES (or Gergesenes)
People east of the Sea of Galilee, Mark 5:1
Healing of demon-possessed in territory

of, Matt 8:28–34
GAIN
g than fine gold  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:14
will have no lack of g  . . . . . . .Prov 31:11
a time to g  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 3:6
to get dishonest g  . . . . . . . . .Ezek 22:27
him who covets evil g  . . . . . . . . .Hab 2:9
and to die is g  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:21
rubbish, that I may g  . . . . . . . . . .Phil 3:8
is a means of g  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:5
contentment is great g  . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:6
for dishonest g  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:2

GAINED
g more wisdom than all  . . . . . .Eccl 1:16
g five more talents  . . . . . . . . .Matt 25:20
GAINS
g the whole world  . . . . . . . . .Matt 16:26
GAIUS

Companion of Paul, Acts 19:29

—Convert at Derbe, Acts 20:4
—Paul’s host at Corinth, Rom 16:23;

1 Cor 1:14

GALATIA
Paul visits, Acts 16:6; 18:23
Paul writes to Christians in, Gal 1:1
Peter writes to Christians in, 1 Pet 1:1

GALILEANS
Speech of, Mark 14:70
Faith of, John 4:45
Pilate’s cruelty toward, Luke 13:1, 2

GALILEE
Prophecies concerning, Deut 33:18–23;

Is 9:1, 2
Dialect of, distinctive, Matt 26:73
Herod’s jurisdiction over, Luke 3:1
Christ’s contacts with, Matt 2:22;

4:12–25; 26:32; 27:55; John 4:1, 3

GALILEE, SEA OF
Scene of many events in Christ’s life,

Mark 7:31
Called Chinnereth, Num 34:11
Later called Gennesaret, Luke 5:1

GALL
They also gave me g  . . . . . . . . .Ps 69:21
the wormwood and the g  . . . . .Lam 3:19
turned justice into g  . . . . . . . .Amos 6:12
wine mingled with g  . . . . . . .Matt 27:34

GALLIO
Roman proconsul of Achaia, dismisses

charges against Paul, Acts 18:12–17

GAMALIEL
Famous Jewish teacher, Acts 22:3
Respected by people, Acts 5:34–39

GAP
and stand in the g  . . . . . . . . .Ezek 22:30

GARDEN
LORD God planted a g  . . . . . . . . .Gen 2:8
g enclosed is my  . . . . . . . . . . .Song 4:12
like a watered g  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 58:11
Eden, the g of God . . . . . . . . .Ezek 28:13
raise up for them a g  . . . . . . .Ezek 34:29
where there was a g . . . . . . . . .John 18:1
in the g a new tomb . . . . . . . .John 19:41

GARDENER
Him to be the g  . . . . . . . . . . .John 20:15

GARDENS
I made myself g  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 2:5
plant g and eat their  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 29:5

GARLANDS
brought oxen and g  . . . . . . . .Acts 14:13

GARMENT
beautiful Babylonian g  . . . . . . .Josh 7:21
g that is moth-eaten  . . . . . . . . .Job 13:28
made sackcloth my g  . . . . . . . . .Ps 69:11
with light as with a g  . . . . . . . . .Ps 104:2
one who takes away a g  . . . . .Prov 25:20
the hem of His g  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 9:20
have on a wedding g  . . . . . . .Matt 22:11
cloth on an old g  . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 2:21
all grow old like a g . . . . . . . . . .Heb 1:11
hating even the g  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 23

GARMENTS
g did not wear out on  . . . . . . . .Deut 8:4
Why are your g hot  . . . . . . . . .Job 37:17
They divide My g  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 22:18
g always be white  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 9:8
g rolled in blood . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 9:5

FULFILLED 1881 GARMENTS



from Edom, with dyed g  . . . . . . . .Is 63:1
Take away the filthy g  . . . . . . . .Zech 3:4
man clothed in soft g  . . . . . . . .Matt 11:8
spread their g on the  . . . . . . . .Matt 21:8
and divided His g . . . . . . . . . .Matt 27:35
by them in shining g  . . . . . . . .Luke 24:4
g are moth-eaten  . . . . . . . . . . .James 5:2
be clothed in white g . . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:5

GARRISON
gathered the whole g  . . . . . . .Matt 27:27
Damascenes with a g  . . . . . .2 Cor 11:32

GATE
This is the g of the . . . . . . . . . .Ps 118:20
by the narrow g  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:13
by the Sheep G a pool  . . . . . . . .John 5:2
laid daily at the g  . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 3:2
suffered outside the g  . . . . . . .Heb 13:12
each individual g  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:21

GATES
possess the g of those  . . . . . . .Gen 24:60
g are burned with fire . . . . . . . . .Neh 1:3
they go down to the g  . . . . . . .Job 17:16
up your heads, O you g  . . . . . . . .Ps 24:7
The LORD loves the g  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 87:2
Open to me the g  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 118:19
is known in the g  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 31:23
go through the g . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 62:10
and the g of Hades  . . . . . . . . .Matt 16:18
wall with twelve g . . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:12
g were twelve pearls  . . . . . . . .Rev 21:21
g shall not be shut  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:25

GATH
Philistine city, 1 Sam 6:17
Ark carried to, 1 Sam 5:8
David takes refuge in, 1 Sam 21:10–15
David’s second flight to, 1 Sam 27:3–12
Captured by David, 1 Chr 18:1
Destruction of, prophetic, Amos 6:1–3
Name becomes proverbial, Mic 1:10

GATHER
g my soul with sinners . . . . . . . . .Ps 26:9
G My saints . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 50:5
and a time to g stones  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 3:5
g the lambs with His  . . . . . . . . .Is 40:11
g His wheat into the  . . . . . . . .Matt 3:12
sow nor reap nor g . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:26
Do men g grapes from  . . . . . . .Matt 7:16
g where I have not . . . . . . . . .Matt 25:26
g together His  . . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 13:27

GATHERED
g little had no lack  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 16:18
And g out of the lands  . . . . . . . .Ps 107:3
g some of every kind  . . . . . . .Matt 13:47
the nations will be g  . . . . . . .Matt 25:32

GATHERING
g together of the . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 1:10
g together to Him  . . . . . . . . .2 Thess 2:1

GATHERS
g the waters of the . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 33:7
His heart g iniquity  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 41:6
g her food in the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 6:8
The Lord GOD, who g  . . . . . . . . . .Is 56:8
together, as a hen g  . . . . . . . .Matt 23:37

GAVE
to be with me, she g  . . . . . . . . .Gen 3:12
g You this authority  . . . . . . . .Matt 21:23
that He g His only  . . . . . . . . . .John 3:16
Those whom You g  . . . . . . . .John 17:12
but God g the increase  . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:6

g Himself for our sins . . . . . . . . . .Gal 1:4
g Himself for me  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 2:20
g Himself for it  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:25
The sea g up the dead  . . . . . . .Rev 20:13
GAZA

Philistine city, Josh 13:3
Samson removes the gates of, Judg

16:1–3
Samson taken there as prisoner; his

revenge, Judg 16:21–31
Sin of, condemned, Amos 1:6, 7
Philip journeys to, Acts 8:26

GAZED
g into heaven and saw  . . . . . . .Acts 7:55

GAZING
why do you stand g  . . . . . . . . .Acts 1:11

GEDALIAH
Made governor of Judah, 2 Kin

25:22–26
Befriends Jeremiah, Jer 40:5, 6
Murdered by Ishmael, Jer 41:2, 18

GEHAZI
Elisha’s servant; seeks reward from

Naaman, 2 Kin 5:20–24
Afflicted with leprosy, 2 Kin 5:25–27
Relates Elisha’s deeds to Jehoram, 2 Kin

8:4–6

GENEALOGIES
fables and endless g  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:4

GENEALOGY
The book of the g . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 1:1
mother, without g . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 7:3

GENERATION
perverse and crooked g  . . . . . .Deut 32:5
The g of the upright . . . . . . . . . .Ps 112:2
g shall praise Your  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 145:4
g that curses its  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 30:11
g that is pure in its  . . . . . . . . .Prov 30:12
One g passes away  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 1:4
g it shall lie  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 34:10
who will declare His g  . . . . . . . . .Is 53:8
and adulterous g  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 12:39
this g will by no . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:34
from this perverse g  . . . . . . . . .Acts 2:40
But you are a chosen g  . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:9
GENERATIONS
be remembered in all g  . . . . . . .Ps 45:17
Your praise to all g . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 79:13
for a thousand g . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 105:8
g will call me blessed . . . . . . . .Luke 1:48

GENEROUS
g soul will be made  . . . . . . . .Prov 11:25
g eye will be blessed  . . . . . . . .Prov 22:9
no longer be called g  . . . . . . . . . .Is 32:5
g man devises g  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 32:8

GENTILES
G were separated  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 10:5
as a light to the G  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 42:6
G shall come to your  . . . . . . . . . .Is 60:3
the riches of the G  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 61:6
all these things the G  . . . . . . . .Matt 6:32
into the way of the G  . . . . . . . .Matt 10:5
revelation to the G  . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:32
G are fulfilled  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 21:24
bear My name before G  . . . . . .Acts 9:15
poured out on the G  . . . . . . . .Acts 10:45
a light to the G  . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 13:47
blasphemed among the G  . . . . .Rom 2:24
also the God of the G  . . . . . . . .Rom 3:29

even named among the G . . . . .1 Cor 5:1
mystery among the G . . . . . . . . .Col 1:27
a teacher of the G  . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:7
nothing from the G  . . . . . . . . . .3 John 7

GENTLE
g tongue breaks a bone . . . . . .Prov 25:15
from Me, for I am g  . . . . . . . .Matt 11:29
But we were g among  . . . . . .1 Thess 2:7
to be peaceable, g  . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 3:2
only to the good and g . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:18
ornament of a g . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:4

GENTLENESS
g has made me great  . . . . . . . . .Ps 18:35
love and a spirit of g  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 4:21
g, self-control . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:23
all lowliness and g . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:2
Let your g be known to  . . . . . . . .Phil 4:5
love, patience, g  . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:11

GERAR
Town of Philistia, Gen 10:19
Visited by Abraham, Gen 20:1–18
Visited by Isaac, Gen 26:1–17
Abimelech, king of, Gen 26:1, 26

GERIZIM
See MOUNT GERIZIM

GERSHOM (or Gershon)
Son of Moses, Ex 2:21, 22
Circumcised, Ex 4:25
Founder of Levite family, 1 Chr

23:14–16

GESHUR
Inhabitants of, not expelled by Israel,

Josh 13:13
Talmai, king of, grandfather of Absalom,

2 Sam 3:3
Absalom flees to, 2 Sam 13:37, 38

GETHSEMANE
Garden near Jerusalem, Matt 26:30, 36
Often visited by Christ, Luke 22:39
Scene of Christ’s agony and betrayal,

Matt 26:36–56; John 18:1–12

GEZER
Canaanite city, Josh 10:33
Inhabitants not expelled, Josh 16:10
Given as dowry of Pharaoh’s daughter,

1 Kin 9:15–17

GHOST
supposed it was a g  . . . . . . . . .Mark 6:49

GIBEAH
Town of Benjamin; known for

wickedness, Judg 19:12–30
Destruction of, Judg 20:1–48
Saul’s birthplace, 1 Sam 10:26
Saul’s political capital, 1 Sam 15:34
Wickedness of, long remembered, Hos

9:9

GIBEON
Sun stands still at, Josh 10:12
Location of tabernacle, 1 Chr 16:39
Joab struck Amasa at, 2 Sam 20:8–10
Joab killed at, 1 Kin 2:28–34
Site of Solomon’s sacrifice and dream,

1 Kin 3:5–15

GIBEONITES
Trick Joshua into making treaty;

subjected to forced labor, Josh 9:3–27
Rescued by Joshua, Josh 10

GARRISON 1882 GIBEONITES



Massacred by Saul; avenged by David,
2 Sam 21:1–9

GIDEON
Called by an angel, Judg 6:11–24
Destroys Baal’s altar, Judg 6:25–32
Fleece confirms call from God, Judg

6:36–40
Miraculous victory over the Midianites,

Judg 7
Takes revenge on Succoth and Penuel,

Judg 8:4–21
Refuses kingship; makes an ephod, Judg

8:22–28
Fathers seventy-one sons; dies, Judg

8:29–35

GIFT
g makes room for him  . . . . . .Prov 18:16
A g in secret pacifies  . . . . . . .Prov 21:14
it is the g of God . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 3:13
is Corban”—’(that is, a g . . . . .Mark 7:11
“If you knew the g  . . . . . . . . . .John 4:10
But the free g is not  . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:15
but the g of God is  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:23
each one has his own g  . . . . . .1 Cor 7:7
though I have the g  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:2
it is the g of God  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:8
Not that I seek the g  . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:17
Do not neglect the g  . . . . . . .1 Tim 4:14
you to stir up the g  . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 1:6
tasted the heavenly g  . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:4
Every good g and every  . . . . .James 1:17
one has received a g  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:10

GIFTED
the women who were g  . . . . . .Ex 35:25
but good-looking, g  . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 1:4

GIFTS
g you shall offer . . . . . . . . . . .Num 18:29
You have received g  . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:18
and Seba will offer g  . . . . . . . . .Ps 72:10
though you give many g  . . . . . .Prov 6:35
to one who gives g  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 19:6
how to give good g . . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:11
rich putting their g  . . . . . . . . .Luke 21:1
g differing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 12:6
are diversities of g  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:4
and desire spiritual g  . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:1
captive, and gave g  . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:8

GIHON
River of Eden, Gen 2:13

—Spring outside Jerusalem, 1 Kin
1:33–45

Source of water supply, 2 Chr 32:30

GILBOA
Range of limestone hills in Issachar,

1 Sam 28:4
Scene of Saul’s death, 1 Sam 31:1–9
Under David’s curse, 2 Sam 1:17, 21

GILEAD
Plain east of the Jordan; taken from the

Amorites and assigned to Gad,
Reuben, and Manasseh, Num
21:21–31; 32:33–40; Deut 3:12, 13;
Josh 13:24–31

Ishbosheth rules over, 2 Sam 2:8, 9
David takes refuge in, 2 Sam 17:21–26
Conquered by Hazael, 2 Kin 10:32, 33
Balm of, figurative of national healing,

Jer 8:22

GILGAL
Site of memorial stones, circumcision,

first Passover in the Promised Land,
Josh 4:19—5:12

Site of Gibeonite covenant, Josh 9:3–15
One location on Samuel’s circuit, 1 Sam

7:15, 16
Saul made king and later rejected,

1 Sam 11:15; 13:4–15
Denounced for idolatry, Hos 9:15

GIRD
G Your sword upon Your  . . . . . . .Ps 45:3
of wrath You shall g . . . . . . . . . .Ps 76:10
I will g you . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 45:5
and another will g  . . . . . . . . .John 21:18
Therefore g up the  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:13

GIRDED
a towel and g Himself . . . . . . . .John 13:4
down to the feet and g . . . . . . . .Rev 1:13

GIRGASHITES
Descendants of Canaan, Gen 10:15, 16
Land of, given to Abraham’s

descendants, Gen 15:18, 21
Delivered to Israel, Josh 24:11

GITTITES
600 follow David, 2 Sam 15:18–23

GIVE
g thanks to the LORD . . . . . . . .1 Chr 16:8
g me wisdom and . . . . . . . . . .2 Chr 1:10
G ear to my prayer  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 17:1
G to them according  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 28:4
g you the desires  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 37:4
Yes, the LORD will g  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 85:12
G me understanding  . . . . . . . .Ps 119:34
g me your heart  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 23:26
You will g truth to . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 7:20
G to him who asks . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:42
G us this day our  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:11
what you have and g  . . . . . . .Matt 19:21
authority I will g  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 4:6
g them eternal life  . . . . . . . . .John 10:28
A new commandment I g  . . . .John 13:34
but what I do have I g  . . . . . . . .Acts 3:6
g us all things . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:32
G no offense . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:32
So let each one g  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 9:7
g him who has need  . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:28
g thanks to God always  . . . .2 Thess 2:13
g yourself entirely  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 4:15
good works, ready to g  . . . . . .1 Tim 6:18

GIVEN
to him more will be g  . . . . . .Matt 13:12
has, more will be g  . . . . . . . .Matt 25:29
to whom much is g  . . . . . . . .Luke 12:48
g Me I should lose  . . . . . . . . . .John 6:39
Spirit was not yet g  . . . . . . . . .John 7:39
have been freely g  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 2:12
not g to wine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:3

GIVES
He who g to the poor  . . . . . . .Prov 28:27
For God g wisdom and  . . . . . . .Eccl 2:26
g life to the world  . . . . . . . . . .John 6:33
All that the Father g  . . . . . . . . .John 6:37
The good shepherd g  . . . . . . .John 10:11
not as the world g  . . . . . . . . .John 14:27
g us richly all things . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:17
who g to all liberally . . . . . . . . .James 1:5
But He g more grace  . . . . . . . .James 4:6
g grace to the humble  . . . . . . .James 4:6

GLAD
I will be g and  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 9:2
my heart is g  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 16:9
Be g in the LORD and  . . . . . . . . .Ps 32:11
streams shall make g  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 46:4
And wine that makes g  . . . . . .Ps 104:15
I was g when they said  . . . . . . .Ps 122:1
make merry and be g  . . . . . . .Luke 15:32
he saw it and was g  . . . . . . . . .John 8:56

GLADNESS
in the day of your g  . . . . . . . .Num 10:10
day of feasting and g  . . . . . . . . .Esth 9:17
You have put g in my . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 4:7
me hear joy and g  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 51:8
Serve the LORD with g  . . . . . . . .Ps 100:2
shall obtain joy and g  . . . . . . . . .Is 35:10
over you with g  . . . . . . . . . . . .Zeph 3:17
receive it with g  . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 4:16

GLASS
there was a sea of g  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 4:6
like transparent g  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:21

GLORIFIED
the people I must be g  . . . . . . . .Lev 10:3
and they g the God of  . . . . . .Matt 15:31
Jesus was not yet g . . . . . . . . . .John 7:39
when Jesus was g . . . . . . . . . .John 12:16
By this My Father is g  . . . . . . .John 15:8
I have g You on the  . . . . . . . . .John 17:4
g His Servant Jesus  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 3:13
these He also g . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:30
things God may be g  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:11

GLORIFY
My altar, and I will g  . . . . . . . . . .Is 60:7
g your Father in  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:16
“Father, g Your name . . . . . . .John 12:28
He will g Me  . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 16:14
And now, O Father, g  . . . . . . .John 17:5
what death he would g . . . . . .John 21:19
God, they did not g  . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:21
therefore g God in  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:20
also Christ did not g  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 5:5
ashamed, but let him g  . . . . . .1 Pet 4:16

GLORIOUS
daughter is all g  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 45:13
And blessed be His g  . . . . . . . . .Ps 72:19
G things are spoken . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 87:3
is honorable and g  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 111:3
g splendor of Your  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 145:5
habitation, holy and g . . . . . . . . .Is 63:15
it to Himself a g  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:27
be conformed to His g  . . . . . . . .Phil 3:21
g appearing of our  . . . . . . . . . .Titus 2:13

GLORY
“Please, show me Your g . . . . . .Ex 33:18
g has departed from . . . . . . . .1 Sam 4:21
G in His holy name  . . . . . . .1 Chr 16:10
a shield for me, my g  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 3:3
who have set Your g  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 8:1
Who is this King of g  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 24:8
the place where Your g  . . . . . . . .Ps 26:8
Your power and Your g  . . . . . . . .Ps 63:2
shall speak of the g  . . . . . . . . .Ps 145:11
wise shall inherit g . . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:35
The g of young men is  . . . . . .Prov 20:29
It is the g of God to  . . . . . . . . .Prov 25:2
“G to the righteous  . . . . . . . . . .Is 24:16
g I will not give  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 42:8
g will be seen upon  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 60:2
then be likened in g . . . . . . . .Ezek 31:18
I will change their g  . . . . . . . . . .Hos 4:7
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and I will be the g  . . . . . . . . . . .Zech 2:5
He shall bear the g . . . . . . . . . .Zech 6:13
that they may have g  . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:2
the power and the g . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:13
g was not arrayed  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:29
Man will come in the g  . . . . .Matt 16:27
with power and great g  . . . . .Matt 24:30
“G to God in the  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:14
and we beheld His g  . . . . . . . .John 1:14
and manifested His g  . . . . . . . .John 2:11
I do not seek My own g  . . . . . .John 8:50
“Give God the g . . . . . . . . . . . .John 9:24
g which I had with You  . . . . . .John 17:5
g which You gave Me I . . . . . .John 17:22
he did not give g  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 12:23
doing good seek for g  . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:7
fall short of the g  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:23
in faith, giving g . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 4:20
the adoption, the g . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 9:4
the riches of His g  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 9:23
God, alone wise, be g . . . . . . .Rom 16:27
who glories, let him g . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:31
but woman is the g . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 11:7
of the g that excels  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 3:10
of the gospel of the g  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 4:4
eternal weight of g  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 4:17
who glories, let him g . . . . . .2 Cor 10:17
to His riches in g . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:19
appear with Him in g  . . . . . . . . . .Col 3:4
For you are our g . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 2:20
many sons to g  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:10
grass, and all the g  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:24
to whom belong the g  . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:11
for the Spirit of g . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:14
the presence of His g . . . . . . . . . .Jude 24
O Lord, to receive g  . . . . . . . . .Rev 4:11
g of God illuminated  . . . . . . . .Rev 21:23

GLORYING
Your g is not good  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 5:6

GLUTTON
g will come to poverty  . . . . . .Prov 23:21
you say, ‘Look, a g  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 7:34

GLUTTONS
g shames his  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 28:7
evil beasts, lazy g  . . . . . . . . . .Titus 1:12

GNASHING
will be weeping and g  . . . . . . .Matt 8:12

GO
He said, “Let Me g  . . . . . . . . .Gen 32:26
‘Let My people g  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 5:1
Presence does not g  . . . . . . . . .Ex 33:15
for wherever you g  . . . . . . . . .Ruth 1:16
“Look, I g forward  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 23:8
For I used to g  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 42:4
g astray as soon as  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 58:3
I will g in the  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 71:16
Those who g down to  . . . . . . .Ps 107:23
Where can I g from  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 139:7
G to the ant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 6:6
All g to one place  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 3:20
of mourning than to g  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:2
of Zion shall g  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 2:3
You wherever You g  . . . . . . . .Matt 8:19
do not g out . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:26
He said to them, “G  . . . . . . .Mark 16:15
And I say to one, ‘G . . . . . . . . . .Luke 7:8
also want to g away  . . . . . . . . .John 6:67
to whom shall we g  . . . . . . . . .John 6:68
g you cannot come . . . . . . . . . .John 8:21
I g to prepare a place  . . . . . . . .John 14:2
will do, because I g  . . . . . . . .John 14:12

seek Me, let these g  . . . . . . . . .John 18:8
and he shall g out no more  . . . .Rev 3:12

GOADS
of the wise are like g . . . . . . . .Eccl 12:11
to kick against the g  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 9:5

GOAL
I press toward the g  . . . . . . . . .Phil 3:14

GOATS
drink the blood of g  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 50:13
his sheep from the g  . . . . . . .Matt 25:32
with the blood of g  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:12
g could take away  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:4

GOD
G created the heavens  . . . . . . . .Gen 1:1
Abram of G Most High  . . . . . .Gen 14:19
and I will be their G  . . . . . . . . .Gen 17:8
of the Mighty G  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 49:24
the G of Abraham  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 3:6
He is my G  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 15:2
Stand before G for the . . . . . . . .Ex 18:19
“I am the LORD your G  . . . . . . . .Ex 20:2
“This is your g  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 32:4
G is not a man . . . . . . . . . . . .Num 23:19
G is a consuming fire . . . . . . . .Deut 4:24
great and awesome G  . . . . . . .Deut 7:21
my people, and your G . . . . . . .Ruth 1:16
know that there is a G  . . . . .1 Sam 17:46
a rock, except our G  . . . . . .2 Sam 22:32
If the LORD is G . . . . . . . . . . .1 Kin 18:21
G is greater than all  . . . . . . . . .2 Chr 2:5
G is greater than  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 33:12
“Behold, G is mighty  . . . . . . . . .Job 36:5
“Behold, G is great . . . . . . . . . .Job 36:26
You have been My G  . . . . . . . . .Ps 22:10
“Where is your G  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 42:3
G is our refuge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 46:1
G is in the midst of  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 46:5
G is the King of all . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 47:7
The Mighty One, G  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 50:1
I am G . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 50:7
me a clean heart, O G  . . . . . . . .Ps 51:10
Our G is the G  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:20
Who is so great a G  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 77:13
Restore us, O G  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 80:7
You alone are G . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 86:10
Exalt the LORD our G  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 99:9
Yes, our G is merciful  . . . . . . . .Ps 116:5
give thanks to the G  . . . . . . . .Ps 136:26
For G is in heaven  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 5:2
Counselor, Mighty G  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 9:6
G is my salvation  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 12:2
Behold, this is our G . . . . . . . . . . .Is 25:9
“Behold your G  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:9
Is there a G besides  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 44:8
to Zion, “Your G . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 52:7
stricken, smitten by G  . . . . . . . . .Is 53:4
and I will be their G  . . . . . . . . .Jer 31:33
and I saw visions of G  . . . . . . . .Ezek 1:1
Who is a G like You  . . . . . . . . .Mic 7:18
“G with us . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 1:23
in G my Savior  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:47
the Word was with G  . . . . . . . . .John 1:1
enter the kingdom of G  . . . . . . .John 3:5
For G so loved the  . . . . . . . . . .John 3:16
has certified that G  . . . . . . . . .John 3:33
G is Spirit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 4:24
“My Lord and my G  . . . . . . . .John 20:28
Christ is the Son of G  . . . . . . . .Acts 8:37
To the Unknown G . . . . . . . . .Acts 17:23
Indeed, let G be true  . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:4
If G is for us . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:31

G is faithful  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:9
us there is one G  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 8:6
G shall supply all . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:19
and I will be their G  . . . . . . . . .Heb 8:10
G is a consuming fire  . . . . . . .Heb 12:29
G is greater than our  . . . . . . .1 John 3:20
for G is love  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 John 4:8
No one has seen G  . . . . . . . .1 John 4:12
in the temple of My G  . . . . . . . .Rev 3:12
gave glory to the G  . . . . . . . . .Rev 11:13
G Himself will be  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:3
and I will be his G . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:7

GODDESS
after Ashtoreth the g . . . . . . . .1 Kin 11:5
of the great g Diana  . . . . . . . .Acts 19:35

GODHEAD
eternal power and G  . . . . . . . .Rom 1:20
the fullness of the G . . . . . . . . . . .Col 2:9

GODLINESS
is the mystery of g  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:16
g is profitable . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 4:8
Now g with contentment  . . . . .1 Tim 6:6
having a form of g  . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 3:5
pertain to life and g . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:3
to perseverance g  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:6

GODLY
Himself him who is g . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 4:3
everyone who is g  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 32:6
who desire to live g  . . . . . . . .2 Tim 3:12
righteously, and g  . . . . . . . . . .Titus 2:12
reverence and g fear  . . . . . . . .Heb 12:28
to deliver the g  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:9

GODS
your God is God of g  . . . . . . .Deut 10:17
the household g  . . . . . . . . . .2 Kin 23:24
He judges among the g  . . . . . . . .Ps 82:1
I said, “You are g  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 82:6
yourselves with g  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 57:5
If He called them g . . . . . . . . .John 10:35
g have come down to  . . . . . . .Acts 14:11

GOG
Prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal,

Ezek 38:2, 3
—Leader of the final battle, Rev 20:8–15

GOLD
And the g of that land  . . . . . . . .Gen 2:12
a mercy seat of pure g  . . . . . . . .Ex 25:17
multiply silver and g  . . . . . . .Deut 17:17
“If I have made g  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 31:24
yea, than much fine g  . . . . . . . .Ps 19:10
is like apples of g  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 25:11
is Mine, and the g  . . . . . . . . . . . .Hag 2:8
g I do not have  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 3:6
with braided hair or g  . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:9
a man with g rings  . . . . . . . . . .James 2:2
Your g and silver are  . . . . . . . .James 5:3
more precious than g  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:7
like silver or g . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:18
of the city was pure g  . . . . . . .Rev 21:21

GOLGOTHA
Where Jesus died, Matt 27:33–35

GOLIATH
Giant of Gath, 1 Sam 17:4
Killed by David, 1 Sam 17:50

—Brother of above; killed by Elhanan,
2 Sam 21:19

GOMER
Son of Japheth, Gen 10:2, 3; 1 Chr 1:5, 6
Northern nation, Ezek 38:6
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—Wife of Hosea, Hos 1:2, 3

GOMORRAH
With Sodom, defeated by

Chedorlaomer; Lot captured, Gen
14:8–12

Destroyed by God, Gen 19:23–29
Later references to, Is 1:10; Amos 4:11;

Matt 10:15

GONE
I am g like a shadow  . . . . . . . .Ps 109:23
I have g astray like a  . . . . . . .Ps 119:176
the word has g out of  . . . . . . . . .Is 45:23
like sheep have g  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:6

GOOD
God saw that it was g  . . . . . . . .Gen 1:10
but God meant it for g  . . . . . .Gen 50:20
LORD has promised g  . . . . . . .Num 10:29
you have spoken is g . . . . . . .2 Kin 20:19
seeking the g of his  . . . . . . . . .Esth 10:3
indeed accept g  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 2:10
“Who will show us any g  . . . . . . . .Ps 4:6
is none who does g  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 14:1
G and upright is the . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 25:8
that he may see g  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 34:12
Truly God is g to  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:1
g man deals graciously  . . . . . . . .Ps 112:5
Your Spirit is g  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 143:10
g man obtains favor  . . . . . . . . .Prov 12:2
g word makes it glad  . . . . . . .Prov 12:25
on the evil and the g  . . . . . . . .Prov 15:3
A merry heart does g  . . . . . . .Prov 17:22
who knows what is g  . . . . . . . .Eccl 6:12
learn to do g . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:17
Zion, you who bring g  . . . . . . . . .Is 40:9
tidings of g things . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 52:7
talked to me, with g . . . . . . . . .Zech 1:13
they may see your g  . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:16
said, “Be of g cheer  . . . . . . . . .Matt 9:22
A g man out of the . . . . . . . . .Matt 12:35
“G Teacher, what g  . . . . . . . .Matt 19:16
No one is g but One . . . . . . . .Matt 19:17
For she has done a g  . . . . . . .Matt 26:10
behold, I bring you g  . . . . . . . .Luke 2:10
love your enemies, do g  . . . . . .Luke 6:35
“Can anything g . . . . . . . . . . . .John 1:46
Some said, “He is g  . . . . . . . . .John 7:12
g works I have shown  . . . . . .John 10:32
who went about doing g  . . . . .Acts 10:38
For he was a g man  . . . . . . . .Acts 11:24
in that He did g  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 14:17
g man someone would  . . . . . . . .Rom 5:7
in my flesh) nothing g  . . . . . . .Rom 7:18
overcome evil with g  . . . . . . .Rom 12:21
Jesus for g works . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:10
fruitful in every g . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:10
know that the law is g  . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:8
For this is g and  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:3
bishop, he desires a g . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:1
for this is g and  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:4
be rich in g works  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:18
prepared for every g . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:21
and have tasted the g  . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:5
Every g gift and every . . . . . . .James 1:17
g works which they . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:12
to suffer for doing g . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:17
GOODNESS
“I will make all My g . . . . . . . . .Ex 33:19
and abounding in g  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 34:6
“You are my Lord, my g  . . . . . . . .Ps 16:2
Surely g and mercy  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 23:6
that I would see the g  . . . . . . . .Ps 27:13

how great is Your g  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 31:19
The g of God endures  . . . . . . . . .Ps 52:1
how great is its g  . . . . . . . . . . .Zech 9:17
the riches of His g  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:4
consider the g and  . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:22
kindness, g  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:22

GOODS
When g increase . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 5:11
and plunder his g . . . . . . . . . .Matt 12:29
ruler over all his g  . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:47
“Soul, you have many g  . . . . .Luke 12:19
man was wasting his g . . . . . . .Luke 16:1
I give half of my g  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 19:8
has this world’s g  . . . . . . . . .1 John 3:17

GOSHEN
District of Egypt where Israel lived; the

best of the land, Gen 45:10; 46:28,
29; 47:1–11

GOSPEL
The beginning of the g  . . . . . . .Mark 1:1
and believe in the g  . . . . . . . .Mark 1:15
g must first be . . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 13:10
to testify to the g  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 20:24
separated to the g  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:1
not ashamed of the g  . . . . . . . .Rom 1:16
should live from the g . . . . . . .1 Cor 9:14
if our g is veiled  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 4:3
to a different g  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 1:6
of truth, the g  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 1:13
the mystery of the g  . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:19
g which you heard  . . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:23
the everlasting g  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 14:6

GOSSIPS
only idle but also g . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:13

GOVERNMENT
and the g will be upon  . . . . . . . . . .Is 9:6

GRACE
But Noah found g  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 6:8
G is poured upon Your . . . . . . . . .Ps 45:2
The LORD will give g  . . . . . . . . .Ps 84:11
the Spirit of g  . . . . . . . . . . . .Zech 12:10
and the g of God was  . . . . . . . .Luke 2:40
g and truth came  . . . . . . . . . . .John 1:17
And great g was upon . . . . . . . .Acts 4:33
G to you and peace  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:7
receive abundance of g . . . . . . .Rom 5:17
g is no longer g  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:6
The g of our Lord  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 16:20
For you know the g  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 8:9
g is sufficient  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 12:9
The g of the Lord  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 13:14
you have fallen from g  . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:4
to the riches of His g  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 1:7
g you have been  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:8
dispensation of the g  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 3:2
g was given according  . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:7
G be with all those  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:24
shaken, let us have g  . . . . . . .Heb 12:28
But He gives more g  . . . . . . . . .James 4:6
this is the true g  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:12
but grow in the g  . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:18

GRACIOUS
he said, “God be g  . . . . . . . . .Gen 43:29
I will be g to whom I . . . . . . . . .Ex 33:19
then He is g to him  . . . . . . . . .Job 33:24
wise man’s mouth are g  . . . . .Eccl 10:12
of hosts will be g  . . . . . . . . . .Amos 5:15
know that You are a g  . . . . . . . . .Jon 4:2
that He may be g . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 1:9
at the g words which  . . . . . . . .Luke 4:22

that the Lord is g . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:3

GRAFTED
in unbelief, will be g  . . . . . . .Rom 11:23

GRAIN
Israel went to buy g  . . . . . . . . .Gen 42:5
it treads out the g  . . . . . . . . . .Deut 25:4
You provide their g  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 65:9
be an abundance of g . . . . . . . . .Ps 72:16
him who withholds g  . . . . . . .Prov 11:26
be revived like g  . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 14:7
G shall make the young  . . . . . .Zech 9:17
to pluck heads of g . . . . . . . . . .Matt 12:1
unless a g of wheat  . . . . . . . .John 12:24
it treads out the g  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 9:9
GRANT
and g us Your  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 85:7
G that these two  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 20:21
who overcomes I will g  . . . . . . .Rev 3:21

GRAPES
in the blood of g  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 49:11
their g are g of gall  . . . . . . . .Deut 32:32
g give a good smell  . . . . . . . . .Song 2:13
vines have tender g  . . . . . . . . .Song 2:15
brought forth wild g  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 5:2
Yet gleaning g will be  . . . . . . . . . .Is 17:6
“No g shall be . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 8:13
have eaten sour g  . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 18:2
Do men gather g  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:16
g are fully ripe . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 14:18
GRASPING
all is vanity and g  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 1:14

GRASS
they were as the g  . . . . . . . .2 Kin 19:26
offspring like the g  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 5:25
g which grows up  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 90:5
his days are like g  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 103:15
The g withers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:7
so clothes the g  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:30
to sit down on the g . . . . . . . .Matt 14:19
“All flesh is as g  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:24
GRASSHOPPERS
inhabitants are like g  . . . . . . . . .Is 40:22
generals like great g  . . . . . . . . .Nah 3:17

GRAVE
g does not come . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 7:9
for the g as my house  . . . . . . . .Job 17:13
my soul up from the g  . . . . . . . . .Ps 30:3
the power of the g  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 49:15
or wisdom in the g  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 9:10
And they made His g  . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:9
the power of the g . . . . . . . . . .Hos 13:14
GRAVES
there were no g  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 14:11
and the g were opened  . . . . .Matt 27:52
g which are not  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 11:44
g will hear His voice  . . . . . . . .John 5:28

GRAY
would bring down my g  . . . . .Gen 42:38
the man of g hairs  . . . . . . . . .Deut 32:25
of old men is their g  . . . . . . . .Prov 20:29

GREAT
and make your name g  . . . . . . .Gen 12:2
He has done us this g . . . . . . . .1 Sam 6:9
For the LORD is g  . . . . . . . . .1 Chr 16:25
I build will be g  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Chr 2:5
“The work is g  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Neh 4:19
Who does g things  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 5:9
G men are not always . . . . . . . . .Job 32:9
in the g assembly . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 22:25

GOMORRAH 1885 GREAT



g are Your works  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 92:5
my God, You are very g  . . . . . . .Ps 104:1
“The LORD has done g  . . . . . . . .Ps 126:2
g is the sum of them  . . . . . . . .Ps 139:17
in the place of the g  . . . . . . . . .Prov 25:6
g is the Holy One  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 12:6
And do you seek g  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 45:5
g is Your faithfulness  . . . . . . . .Lam 3:23
The g day of the LORD  . . . . . . .Zeph 1:14
he shall be called g  . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:19
one pearl of g price  . . . . . . . .Matt 13:46
desires to become g  . . . . . . . .Matt 20:26
g drops of blood . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 22:44
that he was someone g  . . . . . . . .Acts 8:9
“G is Diana of the . . . . . . . . . .Acts 19:28
that I have g sorrow  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 9:2
without controversy g  . . . . . .1 Tim 3:16
with contentment is g  . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:6
But in a g house . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:20
appearing of our g  . . . . . . . . . .Titus 2:13
See how g a forest  . . . . . . . . . .James 3:5
g men, the rich men  . . . . . . . . .Rev 6:15
Babylon the G  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 17:5
Then I saw a g white  . . . . . . . .Rev 20:11
the dead, small and g . . . . . . . .Rev 20:12

GREATER
the throne will I be g  . . . . . . .Gen 41:40
g than all the gods . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 18:11
whose appearance was g  . . . . . .Dan 7:20
kingdom of heaven is g  . . . . .Matt 11:11
place there is One g . . . . . . . . .Matt 12:6
g than Jonah is here . . . . . . . .Matt 12:41
g than Solomon is here  . . . . .Matt 12:42
g things than these . . . . . . . . . .John 1:50
g than our father  . . . . . . . . . . .John 4:12
a servant is not g  . . . . . . . . . .John 13:16
g than he who sent him  . . . . .John 13:16
G love has no one  . . . . . . . . .John 15:13
‘A servant is not g  . . . . . . . . .John 15:20
parts have g modesty  . . . . . .1 Cor 12:23
he who prophesies is g  . . . . . .1 Cor 14:5
swear by no one g . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:13
condemns us, God is g  . . . . .1 John 3:20
witness of God is g  . . . . . . . . .1 John 5:9

GREATEST
little child is the g  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 18:4
be considered the g  . . . . . . . .Luke 22:24
but the g of these is  . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:13

GREATNESS
And in the g of Your  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 15:7
According to the g  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 79:11
g is unsearchable . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 145:3
I will declare Your g  . . . . . . . . .Ps 145:6
I have attained g  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 1:16
traveling in the g  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 63:1
is the exceeding g  . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 1:19

GREECE
Paul preaches in, Acts 17:16–31
Daniel’s vision of, Dan 8:21

GREED
part is full of g  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 11:39

GREEDINESS
all uncleanness with g . . . . . . . .Eph 4:19
the faith in their g  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:10

GREEDY
of everyone who is g  . . . . . . . .Prov 1:19
not violent, not g  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:3
not violent, not g . . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 1:7

GREEK
written in Hebrew, G . . . . . . .John 19:20

and also for the G . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:16
with me, being a G  . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 2:3
is neither Jew nor G  . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:28

GREEKS
Natives of Greece, Joel 3:6; Acts 16:1
Spiritual state of, Rom 10:12
Some believe, Acts 14:1

GREEN
lie down in g pastures  . . . . . . . . .Ps 23:2

GREET
g your brethren only  . . . . . . . .Matt 5:47
G one another with a  . . . . . .1 Cor 16:20
into your house nor g . . . . . . . .2 John 10
G the friends by name  . . . . . . .3 John 14

GREETED
and g Elizabeth  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:40

GREW
And the Child g . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:40
But the word of God g  . . . . . .Acts 12:24
the word of the Lord g  . . . . . .Acts 19:20

GRIEF
burden and his own g  . . . . . .2 Chr 6:29
g were fully weighed  . . . . . . . . . .Job 6:2
Though I speak, my g  . . . . . . . . .Job 16:6
observe trouble and g  . . . . . . . .Ps 10:14
of mirth may be g . . . . . . . . . .Prov 14:13
much wisdom is much g  . . . . . .Eccl 1:18
and acquainted with g  . . . . . . . . .Is 53:3
joy and not with g . . . . . . . . . .Heb 13:17

GRIEVE
g the children of men  . . . . . . . .Lam 3:33
g the Holy Spirit  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:30

GRIEVED
earth, and He was g  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 6:6
Has not my soul g  . . . . . . . . . .Job 30:25
forty years I was g  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 95:10
a woman forsaken and g  . . . . . . . .Is 54:6
g His Holy Spirit  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 63:10
with anger, being g  . . . . . . . . . .Mark 3:5
Peter was g because  . . . . . . . .John 21:17

GRINDERS
when the g cease  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 12:3

GRINDING
the sound of g is low . . . . . . . . .Eccl 12:4
g the faces of the  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 3:15
Two women will be g  . . . . . .Matt 24:41

GROAN
The dying g in the  . . . . . . . . . .Job 24:12
even we ourselves g  . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:23
who are in this tent g  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:4

GROANING
So God heard their g  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 2:24
I am weary with my g  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 6:6
Then Jesus, again g  . . . . . . . .John 11:38

GROANINGS
g which cannot  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:26

GROPE
And you shall g  . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 28:29
They g in the dark  . . . . . . . . . .Job 12:25
We g for the wall like  . . . . . . . . .Is 59:10
hope that they might g  . . . . . .Acts 17:27

GROUND
“Cursed is the g  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 3:17
you stand is holy g  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 3:5
up your fallow g  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 4:3
give its fruit, the g  . . . . . . . . . .Zech 8:12
others fell on good g  . . . . . . . .Matt 13:8

bought a piece of g  . . . . . . . .Luke 14:18
God, the pillar and g  . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:15

GROUNDED
being rooted and g  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 3:17

GROW
they will all g  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 102:26
the horn of David g  . . . . . . . . .Ps 132:17
the earth will g . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 51:6
you shall go out and g  . . . . . . . . .Mal 4:2
truth in love, may g . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:15
and they will all g  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 1:11
but g in the grace and  . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:18

GRUDGINGLY
in his heart, not g . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 9:7

GRUMBLERS
These are g  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 16

GUARANTEE
in our hearts as a g  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 1:22
us the Spirit as a g  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:5
who is the g of our  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 1:14

GUARD
g the way to the tree  . . . . . . . .Gen 3:24
will be your rear g  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 52:12
g the doors of your  . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 7:5
we were kept under g  . . . . . . . .Gal 3:23
G what was committed  . . . . .1 Tim 6:20

GUARDIANS
but is under g and  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 4:2

GUARDS
Unless the LORD g  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 127:1
And the g shook for  . . . . . . . . .Matt 28:4

GUIDANCE
and excellent in g . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 28:29

GUIDE
He will be our g  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 48:14
Father, You are the g  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 3:4
g our feet into the  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:79
has come, He will g  . . . . . . . .John 16:13
Judas, who became a g  . . . . . . .Acts 1:16
you yourself are a g  . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:19

GUIDES
to you, blind g  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:16
unless someone g  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 8:31

GUILT
they accept their g . . . . . . . . . .Lev 26:41
g has grown up to the . . . . . . . . .Ezra 9:6
of your fathers’ g  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:32

GUILTLESS
g who takes His name  . . . . . . . . .Ex 20:7
have condemned the g . . . . . . .Matt 12:7

GUILTY
“We are truly g . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 42:21
we have been very g  . . . . . . . . .Ezra 9:7
the world may become g  . . . . .Rom 3:19
in one point, he is g  . . . . . . . .James 2:10

GULF
you there is a great g  . . . . . . .Luke 16:26

H

HABAKKUK
Prophet in Judah just prior to

Babylonian invasion, Hab 1:1
Prayer of, in praise of God, Hab 3:1–19

HABITATION
to Your holy h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 15:13
your rightful h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 8:6

GREATER 1886 HABITATION



Is God in His holy h . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:5
their h be desolate . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 69:25
the Most High, your h  . . . . . . . . .Ps 91:9
go to a city for h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 107:7
establish a city for h . . . . . . . . .Ps 107:36
but He blesses the h . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:33
in a peaceful h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 32:18
Jerusalem, a quiet h  . . . . . . . . . .Is 33:20
from His holy h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Zech 2:13
‘Let his h be . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 1:20
be clothed with our h  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:2

HACHILAH
Hill in the Wilderness of Ziph where

David hid, 1 Sam 23:19–26

HADADEZER
King of Zobah, 2 Sam 8:3–13
Defeated by David, 2 Sam 10:6–19

HADASSAH
Esther’s Jewish name, Esth 2:7

HADES
be brought down to H  . . . . . .Matt 11:23
H shall not . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 16:18
being in torments in H  . . . . .Luke 16:23
not leave my soul in H  . . . . . . .Acts 2:27
I have the keys of H . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:18
H were cast into the  . . . . . . . .Rev 20:14

HAGAR
Sarah’s servant; bears Ishmael to

Abraham, Gen 16
Abraham sends her away; God comforts

her, Gen 21:9–21
Paul explains symbolic meaning of, Gal

4:22–31

HAGGAI
Postexilic prophet; contemporary of

Zechariah, Ezra 5:1, 2; 6:14; Hag 1:1

HAGGITH
One of David’s wives, 2 Sam 3:4
Mother of Adonijah, 1 Kin 1:5

HAIL
cause very heavy h  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 9:18
seen the treasury of h . . . . . . . .Job 38:22
He casts out His h  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 147:17
h will sweep away the  . . . . . . . .Is 28:17
of the plague of the h . . . . . . . .Rev 16:21

HAILSTONES
clouds passed with h  . . . . . . . . .Ps 18:12

HAIR
bring down my gray h . . . . . . .Gen 42:38
the h on my body stood  . . . . . . .Job 4:15
Your h is like a flock  . . . . . . . . .Song 4:1
you cannot make one h  . . . . . .Matt 5:36
But not a h of your . . . . . . . . .Luke 21:18
if a woman has long h . . . . . .1 Cor 11:15
not with braided h  . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:9
h like women’s h . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 9:8

HAIRS
are more than the h . . . . . . . . . .Ps 40:12
h I will carry you  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 46:4
yes, gray h are here . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 7:9
But the very h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 10:30

HAIRY
h garment all over  . . . . . . . . .Gen 25:25
him, “A h man  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Kin 1:8

HAKKOZ
Descendant of Aaron, 1 Chr 24:1, 10
Called Koz, Ezra 2:61, 62

Descendants of, kept from priesthood,
Neh 7:63, 64

HALLOW
hosts, Him you shall h  . . . . . . . . .Is 8:13
h the Holy One of . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 29:23
h the Sabbath day  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 17:24

HALLOWED
the Sabbath day and h  . . . . . . . .Ex 20:11
but I will be h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lev 22:32
who is holy shall be h . . . . . . . . . .Is 5:16
heaven, h be Your name  . . . . . .Matt 6:9

HAM
Noah’s youngest son, Gen 5:32
Enters ark, Gen 7:7
His immoral behavior merits Noah’s

curse, Gen 9:22–25
Father of descendants of repopulated

earth, Gen 10:6–20

HAMAN
Plots to destroy Jews, Esth 3:3–15
Invited to Esther’s banquet, Esth

5:1–14
Forced to honor Mordecai, Esth 6:5–14
Hanged on his own gallows, Esth

7:1–10

HAMATH
Israel’s northern boundary, Num 34:8;

1 Kin 8:65; Ezek 47:16–20
Conquered, 2 Kin 18:34; Jer 49:23
Israelites exiled there, Is 11:11

HAMMER
h that breaks the rock  . . . . . . . .Jer 23:29
How the h of the whole  . . . . . .Jer 50:23

HAMOR
Sells land to Jacob, Gen 33:18–20; Acts

7:16
Killed by Jacob’s sons, Gen 34:1–31

HANANI
Father of Jehu the prophet, 1 Kin 

16:1, 7
Rebukes Asa; confined to prison, 2 Chr

16:7–10
—Nehemiah’s brother; brings news

concerning the Jews, Neh 1:2
Becomes a governor of Jerusalem, Neh

7:2

HANANIAH
False prophet who contradicts Jeremiah,

Jer 28:1–17
—Hebrew name of Shadrach, Dan 1:6, 7,

11

HAND
h shall be against  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 16:12
tooth for tooth, h  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 21:24
the h of God was  . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 5:11
and strengthened his h  . . . .1 Sam 23:16
Uzzah put out his h  . . . . . . . . .2 Sam 6:6
let us fall into the h  . . . . . . .2 Sam 24:14
Then, by the good h  . . . . . . . . .Ezra 8:18
He would loose His h  . . . . . . . . . .Job 6:9
he stretches out his h  . . . . . . . .Job 15:25
that your own right h  . . . . . . . .Job 40:14
h has held me up . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 18:35
My times are in Your h  . . . . . . .Ps 31:15
and night Your h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 32:4
Your right h is full  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 48:10
Let Your h be upon the  . . . . . . .Ps 80:17
h shall be established . . . . . . . . .Ps 89:21
“Sit at My right h  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 110:1

days is in her right h  . . . . . . . .Prov 3:16
heart is in the h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 21:1
Whatever your h . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 9:10
is at his right h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 10:2
do not withhold your h  . . . . . . .Eccl 11:6
His left h is under my  . . . . . . . .Song 8:3
My h has laid the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 48:13
Behold, the LORD’s h . . . . . . . . . . .Is 59:1
are the work of Your h  . . . . . . . . .Is 64:8
Am I a God near at h  . . . . . . . .Jer 23:23
of heaven is at h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 3:2
if your right h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:30
do not let your left h  . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:3
h causes you to sin  . . . . . . . . .Mark 9:43
sitting at the right h  . . . . . . .Mark 14:62
delivered from the h  . . . . . . . .Luke 1:74
at the right h of God . . . . . . . . .Acts 7:55
is even at the right h  . . . . . . . .Rom 8:34
with my own h . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 16:21
to you with my own h  . . . . . . . .Gal 6:11
The Lord is at h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:5
“Sit at My right h  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 1:13
down at the right h  . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:12
stars in His right h . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:1

HANDIWORK
firmament shows His h  . . . . . . . .Ps 19:1

HANDLE
h the law did not know . . . . . . . . .Jer 2:8
H Me and see  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 24:39
do not taste, do not h . . . . . . . . .Col 2:21

HANDLED
and our hands have h  . . . . . . .1 John 1:1

HANDS
the h are the h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 27:22
here we are, in your h  . . . . . . .Josh 9:25
took his life in his h  . . . . . . . .1 Sam 19:5
put my life in my h  . . . . . . .1 Sam 28:21
but His h make whole  . . . . . . . .Job 5:18
and cleanse my h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 9:30
h have made me and  . . . . . . . . .Job 10:8
They pierced My h  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 22:16
h formed the dry land  . . . . . . . . .Ps 95:5
stretches out her h  . . . . . . . . .Prov 31:19
say, ‘He has no h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 45:9
than having two h  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 18:8
Behold My h and My  . . . . . . .Luke 24:39
only, but also my h . . . . . . . . . .John 13:9
h the print of the  . . . . . . . . . .John 20:25
know that these h  . . . . . . . . .Acts 20:34
his h what is good . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:28
lifting up holy h  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:8
the laying on of the h  . . . . . . .1 Tim 4:14
to fall into the h  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:31

HANDWRITING
having wiped out the h  . . . . . . .Col 2:14

HANGED
for he who is h  . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 21:23
went and h himself  . . . . . . . . .Matt 27:5

HANGS
h the earth on nothing  . . . . . . . .Job 26:7
is everyone who h  . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:13

HANNAH
Barren wife of Elkanah; prays for a son,

1 Sam 1:1–18
Bears Samuel and dedicates him to the

Lord, 1 Sam 1:19–28
Magnifies God, 1 Sam 2:1–10
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HANUN
King of Ammon; disgraces David’s

ambassadors and is defeated by him,
2 Sam 10:1–14

HAPPEN
show us what will h  . . . . . . . . . .Is 41:22
understand what will h  . . . . . .Dan 10:14
not know what will h  . . . . . . .James 4:14

HAPPINESS
one year, and bring h . . . . . . . .Deut 24:5

HAPPY
H is the man who has  . . . . . . . .Ps 127:5
H are the people who  . . . . . . .Ps 144:15
H is the man who finds  . . . . . .Prov 3:13
mercy on the poor, h  . . . . . . .Prov 14:21
trusts in the LORD, h . . . . . . . .Prov 16:20
h is he who keeps  . . . . . . . . .Prov 29:18
H is he who does not  . . . . . . .Rom 14:22

HARAN
Abraham’s younger brother, Gen

11:26–31
City of Mesopotamia, Gen 11:31
Abraham leaves, Gen 12:4, 5
Jacob dwells at, Gen 29:4–35

HARASS
and Judah shall not h  . . . . . . . . .Is 11:13
h some from the church  . . . . . .Acts 12:1

HARD
Is anything too h . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 18:14
His heart is as h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 41:24
shown Your people h  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 60:3
I knew you to be a h  . . . . . . .Matt 25:24
“This is a h saying  . . . . . . . . . .John 6:60
are some things h  . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:16

HARDEN
But I will h his heart  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 4:21
Do not h your hearts  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 95:8
h your hearts as  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 3:8

HARDENED
But Pharaoh h his  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 8:32
Who has h himself  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 9:4
their heart was h  . . . . . . . . . .Mark 6:52
eyes and h their hearts . . . . . .John 12:40
lest any of you be h . . . . . . . . . .Heb 3:13

HARDENS
A wicked man h his  . . . . . . . .Prov 21:29
h his heart will fall  . . . . . . . . .Prov 28:14
whom He wills He h  . . . . . . . .Rom 9:18

HARDSHIP
h that has befallen us . . . . . . .Num 20:14
h as a good soldier  . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:3

HARLOT
of a h named Rahab  . . . . . . . . . .Josh 2:1
h is a deep pit  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 23:27
h is one body with  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:16
h Rahab did not perish  . . . . . .Heb 11:31
of the great h who . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 17:1

HARLOTRIES
the land with your h  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 3:2
Let her put away her h  . . . . . . . .Hos 2:2

HARLOTRY
through her casual h  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 3:9
the lewdness of your h  . . . . . . .Jer 13:27
let them put their h  . . . . . . . . .Ezek 43:9
are the children of h  . . . . . . . . . .Hos 2:4
Ephraim, you commit h  . . . . . . . .Hos 5:3
for the spirit of h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 5:4

HARLOTS
his blood while the h  . . . . . .1 Kin 22:38
h enter the  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 21:31
Great, The Mother of H  . . . . . . .Rev 17:5

HARM
do My prophets no h  . . . . . .1 Chr 16:22
and I will not h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 25:6
and do not h the oil  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 6:6

HARMLESS
become blameless and h  . . . . . .Phil 2:15
for us, who is holy, h  . . . . . . . .Heb 7:26

HARMONIOUS
the harp, with h sound  . . . . . . . .Ps 92:3

HARP
those who play the h  . . . . . . . .Gen 4:21
with the lute and h  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 150:3
Lamb, each having a h . . . . . . . . .Rev 5:8

HARPS
We hung our h upon the  . . . . . .Ps 137:2
playing their h . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 14:2

HARSH
“Your words have been h  . . . . .Mal 3:13
but also to the h  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:18

HARVEST
seedtime and h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 8:22
to the joy of h . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 9:3
shall eat up your h  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 5:17
“The h is past  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 8:20
of her h will come  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 51:33
h truly is plentiful  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 9:37
pray the Lord of the h  . . . . . . .Matt 9:38
sickle, because the h  . . . . . . . .Mark 4:29
already white for h . . . . . . . . . .John 4:35
the h of the earth is  . . . . . . . . .Rev 14:15

HASTE
you shall eat it in h  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 12:11
For I said in my h  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 31:22
And they came with h  . . . . . . .Luke 2:16
“Zacchaeus, make h . . . . . . . . .Luke 19:5

HASTEN
be multiplied who h  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 16:4
Do not h in your  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:9
I, the LORD, will h . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 60:22

HASTENING
h the coming of the . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:12

HASTENS
and he sins who h  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 19:2
with an evil eye h  . . . . . . . . .Prov 28:22
is near and h quickly  . . . . . . . .Zeph 1:14

HASTILY
utter anything h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 5:2
lay hands on anyone h  . . . . . .1 Tim 5:22

HASTY
Do you see a man h  . . . . . . . .Prov 29:20

HATE
‘You shall not h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Lev 19:17
h all workers of  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 5:5
h the righteous shall  . . . . . . . . .Ps 34:21
love the LORD, h evil  . . . . . . . . .Ps 97:10
h every false way  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:104
h the double-minded  . . . . . . .Ps 119:113
I h and abhor lying  . . . . . . . .Ps 119:163
love, and a time to h  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 3:8
h robbery for burnt . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 61:8
You who h good and  . . . . . . . . . .Mic 3:2
either he will h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:24

HATED
Therefore I h life  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 2:17
h all my labor in  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 2:18
but Esau I have h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 1:3
And you will be h  . . . . . . . . .Matt 10:22
have seen and also h  . . . . . . .John 15:24
but Esau I have h  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 9:13
For no one ever h  . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:29
and h lawlessness  . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 1:9

HATEFUL
h woman when she is  . . . . . .Prov 30:23
in malice and envy, h  . . . . . . . .Titus 3:3

HATERS
The h of the LORD  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 81:15
backbiters, h of God  . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:30

HATES
six things the LORD h  . . . . . . . .Prov 6:16
lose it, and he who h  . . . . . . .John 12:25
“If the world h  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 15:18
h his brother is  . . . . . . . . . . .1 John 2:11

HAUGHTY
Your eyes are on the h  . . . . .2 Sam 22:28
bring down h looks  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 18:27
my heart is not h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 131:1
h spirit before a fall  . . . . . . . .Prov 16:18
A proud and h man  . . . . . . . .Prov 21:24
Do not be h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:20
age not to be h . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:17

HAUNTS
are full of the h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 74:20

HAVEN
shall dwell by the h  . . . . . . . .Gen 49:13
to their desired h . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 107:30

HAVOC
for Saul, he made h  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 8:3

HAZAEL
Anointed king of Syria by Elijah, 1 Kin

19:15–17
Elisha predicts his taking the throne,

2 Kin 8:7–15
Oppresses Israel, 2 Kin 8:28, 29;

10:32, 33; 12:17, 18; 13:3–7, 22

HAZEROTH
Scene of sedition of Miriam and Aaron,

Num 11:35—12:16

HAZOR
Royal Canaanite city destroyed by

Joshua, Josh 11:1–13
Rebuilt and assigned to Naphtali, Josh

19:32, 36
Army of, defeated by Deborah and

Barak, Judg 4:1–24

HEAD
He shall bruise your h . . . . . . . .Gen 3:15
my skin, and laid my h  . . . . . . .Job 16:15
return upon his own h . . . . . . . . .Ps 7:16
h is covered with dew  . . . . . . . .Song 5:2
The whole h is sick  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:5
it to bow down his h  . . . . . . . . . .Is 58:5
could lift up his h  . . . . . . . . . .Zech 1:21
you swear by your h . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:36
having his h covered  . . . . . . .1 Cor 11:4
and gave Him to be h  . . . . . . . .Eph 1:22
For the husband is h  . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:23
His h and his hair  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:14

HEADS
men to ride over our h . . . . . . . .Ps 66:12
Him, wagging their h  . . . . . . .Matt 27:39
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dragon having seven h . . . . . . . .Rev 12:3

HEAL
I wound and I h . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 32:39
O LORD, h me  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 6:2
sent Me to h the . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 61:1
h your backslidings  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 3:22
who can h you  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 2:13
torn, but He will h  . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 6:1
H the sick  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 10:8
so that I should h  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 13:15
sent Me to h the  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 4:18
Physician, h yourself  . . . . . . . .Luke 4:23

HEALED
His word and h them . . . . . . . .Ps 107:20
And return and be h  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 6:10
His stripes we are h  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:5
h the hurt of My  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 6:14
When I would have h  . . . . . . . . .Hos 7:1
and He h them . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 4:24
he had faith to be h  . . . . . . . . .Acts 14:9
that you may be h  . . . . . . . . .James 5:16
his deadly wound was h  . . . . . .Rev 13:3

HEALING
h shall spring forth  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 58:8
so that there is no h  . . . . . . . . .Jer 14:19
Your injury has no h  . . . . . . . . .Nah 3:19
shall arise with h . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 4:2
and h all kinds of  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 4:23
tree were for the h  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 22:2

HEALINGS
to another gifts of h  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:9
Do all have gifts of h . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:30

HEALS
h all your diseases  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 103:3
h the stroke of their  . . . . . . . . . .Is 30:26
Jesus the Christ h  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 9:34

HEALTH
to the soul and h  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 16:24
and for a time of h  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 8:15
no recovery for the h  . . . . . . . . .Jer 8:22
all things and be in h  . . . . . . . . .3 John 2

HEAP
I could h up words  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 16:4
sea together as a h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 33:7
ears, they will h  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 4:3

HEAPS
Though he h up silver  . . . . . . .Job 27:16

HEAR
“H, O Israel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 6:4
Him you shall h  . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 18:15
H me when I call  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 4:1
O You who h prayer  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 65:2
h what God the LORD  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 85:8
ear, shall He not h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 94:9
h the words of the  . . . . . . . . .Prov 22:17
h rather than to give  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 5:1
H, O heavens  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:2
H, you who are afar  . . . . . . . . . .Is 33:13
Let the earth h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 34:1
I spoke, you did not h . . . . . . . . .Is 65:12
‘Hearing you will h  . . . . . . . .Matt 13:14
if he will not h . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 18:16
“Take heed what you h  . . . . . .Mark 4:24
ears, do you not h  . . . . . . . . . .Mark 8:18
h the sound of it  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 3:8
that God does not h  . . . . . . . . .John 9:31
And how shall they h  . . . . . . .Rom 10:14
man be swift to h  . . . . . . . . . .James 1:19
h what the Spirit says  . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:7

HEARD
h the sound of the  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 3:8
h their cry because of  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 3:7
you only h a voice  . . . . . . . . . .Deut 4:12
certainly God has h  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 66:19
quietly, should be h  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 9:17
Have you not h . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:21
world men have not h  . . . . . . . . .Is 64:4
Who has h such a thing  . . . . . . . .Is 66:8
h Ephraim bemoaning . . . . . . . .Jer 31:18
that they will be h  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:7
h the word believed  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 4:4
I say, have they not h  . . . . . . .Rom 10:18
not seen, nor ear h  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 2:9
h inexpressible . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 12:4
things that you have h  . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:2
the things we have h  . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:1
the word which they h  . . . . . . . .Heb 4:2
from death, and was h  . . . . . . . .Heb 5:7
which we have h  . . . . . . . . . .1 John 1:1
Lord’s Day, and I h  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:10

HEARER
if anyone is a h . . . . . . . . . . . .James 1:23
is not a forgetful h  . . . . . . . . .James 1:25

HEARERS
for not the h of the . . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:13
impart grace to the h . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:29
of the word, and not h  . . . . . .James 1:22

HEARING
and read in the h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 24:7
Book of Moses in the h  . . . . . . .Neh 13:1
Do not speak in the h . . . . . . . .Prov 23:9
‘Keep on h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 6:9
h they do not  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 13:13
h they may hear  . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 4:12
If the whole were h  . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:17
or by the h of faith  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:2
have become dull of h . . . . . . . .Heb 5:11

HEARS
for Your servant h  . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 3:9
out, and the LORD h  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 34:17
He who h you h Me . . . . . . . .Luke 10:16
of God h God’s words . . . . . . . .John 8:47
And if anyone h  . . . . . . . . . . .John 12:47
who is of the truth h  . . . . . . .John 18:37
He who knows God h  . . . . . . .1 John 4:6
And let him who h  . . . . . . . . .Rev 22:17

HEART
h was only evil  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 6:5
for you know the h  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 23:9
great searchings of h . . . . . . . . .Judg 5:16
h rejoices in the LORD  . . . . . . .1 Sam 2:1
God gave him another h  . . . .1 Sam 10:9
LORD looks at the h  . . . . . . . .1 Sam 16:7
his wives turned his h  . . . . . .1 Kin 11:4
He pierces my h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 16:13
How my h yearns within  . . . . .Job 19:27
For God made my h  . . . . . . . . .Job 23:16
My h is in turmoil and  . . . . . . .Job 30:27
My h also instructs me . . . . . . . . .Ps 16:7
your h live forever  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 22:26
h is overflowing . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 45:1
My h is steadfast  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 57:7
Thus my h was grieved  . . . . . . .Ps 73:21
my h and my flesh cry  . . . . . . . . .Ps 84:2
h shall depart from me . . . . . . . .Ps 101:4
look and a proud h . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 101:5
with my whole h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 111:1
h is not haughty  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 131:1
h makes a cheerful  . . . . . . . . .Prov 15:13
The king’s h is in the  . . . . . . . .Prov 21:1

as he thinks in his h  . . . . . . . . .Prov 23:7
with a wicked h  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 26:23
h reveals the man  . . . . . . . . .Prov 27:19
trusts in his own h  . . . . . . . . .Prov 28:26
The h of the wise is  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:4
and a wise man’s h  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 8:5
h yearned for him  . . . . . . . . . . .Song 5:4
and the whole h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:5
h shall resound . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 16:11
the yearning of Your h  . . . . . . . .Is 63:15
the mind and the h  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 11:20
h is deceitful above  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 17:9
I will give them a h . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 24:7
therefore My h yearns . . . . . . . .Jer 31:20
and take the stony h  . . . . . . .Ezek 11:19
get yourselves a new h . . . . . .Ezek 18:31
uncircumcised in h  . . . . . . . . .Ezek 44:7
are the pure in h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:8
is, there your h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:21
of the h proceed evil  . . . . . . .Matt 15:19
h will flow rivers  . . . . . . . . . . .John 7:38
“Let not your h  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 14:1
believed were of one h  . . . . . . .Acts 4:32
Satan filled your h  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 5:3
h is not right in the  . . . . . . . . .Acts 8:21
h that God has raised  . . . . . . . .Rom 10:9
in sincerity of h . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:5
refresh my h in the  . . . . . . . . .Philem 20
and shuts up his h . . . . . . . . .1 John 3:17
if our h condemns us . . . . . . .1 John 3:20

HEARTILY
you do, do it h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 3:23

HEARTS
God tests the h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 7:9
who seek God, your h  . . . . . . . .Ps 69:32
let the h of those  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 105:3
And he will turn the h . . . . . . . . .Mal 4:6
h failing them from  . . . . . . . .Luke 21:26
purifying their h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 15:9
will guard your h . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:7
of God rule in your h  . . . . . . . . .Col 3:15

HEATHEN
repetitions as the h  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:7
him be to you like a h  . . . . . .Matt 18:17

HEAVEN
called the firmament H  . . . . . . . .Gen 1:8
precious things of h  . . . . . . . .Deut 33:13
LORD looks down from h  . . . . . . .Ps 14:2
word is settled in h  . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:89
For God is in h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 5:2
“H is My throne  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 66:1
“If h above can be . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 31:37
and the birds of the h  . . . . . . . .Dan 2:38
come to know that H  . . . . . . . .Dan 4:26
for the kingdom of h  . . . . . . . . .Matt 3:2
your Father in h . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:16
on earth as it is in h  . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:10
H and earth will . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:35
from Him a sign from h  . . . . . .Mark 8:11
have sinned against h  . . . . . .Luke 15:18
you shall see h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 1:51
one has ascended to h  . . . . . . .John 3:13
the true bread from h . . . . . . . .John 6:32
a voice came from h  . . . . . . . .John 12:28
sheet, let down from h  . . . . . . .Acts 11:5
the whole family in h  . . . . . . . .Eph 3:15
laid up for you in h  . . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:5
and the h gave rain  . . . . . . . .James 5:18
there was silence in h  . . . . . . . . .Rev 8:1
sign appeared in h  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 12:1
Now I saw a new h  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:1
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HEAVENLY
your h Father will  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:14
h host praising God  . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:13
if I tell you h things  . . . . . . . . .John 3:12
are those who are h  . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:48
blessing in the h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 1:3
and have tasted the h  . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:4
h things themselves  . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:23
a better, that is, a h . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:16
the living God, the h . . . . . . . .Heb 12:22

HEAVENS
I will make your h  . . . . . . . . . .Lev 26:19
and the highest h . . . . . . . . . .Deut 10:14
h cannot contain . . . . . . . . . . .1 Kin 8:27
the LORD made the h  . . . . . .1 Chr 16:26
Till the h are no more  . . . . . . .Job 14:12
in the h shall laugh  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 2:4
h declare the glory . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 19:1
Let the h declare His  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 50:6
h can be compared  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 89:6
The h are Yours . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 89:11
For as the h are high  . . . . . . . .Ps 103:11
When He prepared the h  . . . . .Prov 8:27
h are higher than the  . . . . . . . . . .Is 55:9
behold, I create new h  . . . . . . . .Is 65:17
and behold, the h . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 3:16
h will be shaken  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:29
h are the work of Your  . . . . . . .Heb 1:10
h will pass away  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:10

HEAVINESS
and I am full of h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 69:20
My soul melts from h . . . . . . . .Ps 119:28

HEAVY
the bondage was h  . . . . . . . . . .Neh 5:18

HEBREW
Term applied to:

Abram, Gen 14:13
Israelites, 1 Sam 4:6, 9
Jews, Acts 6:1
Paul, Phil 3:5

HEBRON
Abram, Isaac, and Jacob dwell there,

Gen 13:18; 23:2–20; 35:27
Visited by spies, Num 13:21, 22
Defeated by Joshua, Josh 10:1–37
Caleb’s inheritance, Josh 14:12–15
David’s original capital; sons born there,

2 Sam 2:1–3, 11; 3:2–5
Site of Absalom’s rebellion, 2 Sam

15:7–10

HEDGE
behold, I will h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 2:6
sharper than a thorn h  . . . . . . . .Mic 7:4
a vineyard and set a h  . . . . . . .Mark 12:1

HEDGED
and whom God has h  . . . . . . . . .Job 3:23
You have h me behind . . . . . . . .Ps 139:5
He has h me in so that  . . . . . . . .Lam 3:7

HEED
By taking h according  . . . . . . . .Ps 119:9
if you h Me . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 17:24
and let us not give h  . . . . . . . . .Jer 18:18
nor give h to fables  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:4
the more earnest h  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:1

HEEDS
h counsel is wise  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 12:15

HEEL
you shall bruise His h  . . . . . . . .Gen 3:15
took hold of Esau’s h . . . . . . . .Gen 25:26

has lifted up his h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 41:9
Me has lifted up his h  . . . . . .John 13:18

HEIGHT
“Is not God in the h  . . . . . . . . .Job 22:12
looked down from the h . . . . . .Ps 102:19
nor h nor depth  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:39
length and depth and h  . . . . . . .Eph 3:18

HEIR
Has he no h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 49:1
Now I say that the h  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 4:1
if a son, then an h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 4:7
He has appointed h  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 1:2
the world and became h  . . . . . .Heb 11:7

HEIRS
if children, then h  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:17
of God and joint h  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:17
should be fellow h . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 3:6
be rich in faith and h  . . . . . . . .James 2:5
vessel, and as being h  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:7

HELAM
Place between Damascus and Hamath

where David defeated Syrians, 2 Sam
10:16–19

HELL
shall be turned into h  . . . . . . . . .Ps 9:17
go down alive into h  . . . . . . . . .Ps 55:15
house is the way to h  . . . . . . . .Prov 7:27
his soul from h . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 23:14
H and Destruction are  . . . . . .Prov 27:20
“H from beneath is . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 14:9
be in danger of h fire  . . . . . . . .Matt 5:22
to be cast into h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 18:9
the condemnation of h  . . . . . .Matt 23:33
power to cast into h . . . . . . . . .Luke 12:5
it is set on fire by h  . . . . . . . . .James 3:6

HELLENISTS
Greek-speaking Jews, Acts 6:1
Hostile to Paul, Acts 9:29
Gospel preached to, Acts 11:20

HELMET
a breastplate, and a h  . . . . . . . . .Is 59:17
And take the h of  . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:17
and love, and as a h . . . . . . . .1 Thess 5:8

HELP
the shield of your h  . . . . . . . .Deut 33:29
Is my h not within me  . . . . . . . .Job 6:13
“There is no h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 3:2
May He send you h  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 20:2
He is our h and our  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 33:20
yet praise Him, the h  . . . . . . . . .Ps 42:11
A very present h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 46:1
Give us h from trouble . . . . . . . .Ps 60:11
God, make haste to h . . . . . . . . .Ps 71:12
“I have given h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 89:19
the LORD had been my h  . . . . . .Ps 94:17
there was none to h . . . . . . . . .Ps 107:12
He is their h and  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 115:9
Our h is in the name  . . . . . . . . .Ps 124:8
let no one h him  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 28:17
h my unbelief  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 9:24
tell her to h me  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 10:40
and find grace to h  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 4:16

HELPED
far the LORD has h  . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 7:12
fall, but the LORD h  . . . . . . . . .Ps 118:13
of salvation I have h  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 49:8
h His servant Israel  . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:54

HELPER
I will make him a h . . . . . . . . . .Gen 2:18

Behold, God is my h  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 54:4
give you another H . . . . . . . . .John 14:16
“But when the H  . . . . . . . . . .John 15:26
she has been a h  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 16:2
“The LORD is my h  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 13:6

HELPFUL
all things are not h  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:12

HELPS
the Spirit also h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:26
gifts of healings, h  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:28

HEM
and touched the h  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 9:20
might only touch the h . . . . . .Matt 14:36

HEMAN
Composer of a Psalm, Ps 88:title

HERE
Then I said, “H am I . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 6:8

HERESIES
dissensions, h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:20
in destructive h . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:1

HERITAGE
give it to you as a h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 6:8
have given me the h  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 61:5
for that is his h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 3:22
for it is his h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 5:18
This is the h of the  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 54:17
of My people, My h  . . . . . . . . . . .Joel 3:2
The flock of Your h  . . . . . . . . . .Mic 7:14

HERMES
Paul acclaimed as, Acts 14:12

HERMON
Highest mountain (9,166 ft.) in Syria;

also called Sirion, Shenir, Deut 3:8, 9

HEROD
—Herod the Great, procurator of Judea

(37–4 B.C.), Luke 1:5
Inquires about Jesus’ birth, Matt 2:3–8
Slays infants of Bethlehem, Matt

2:12–18
—Herod Antipas, the tetrarch, ruler of

Galilee and Perea (4 B.C.–A.D. 39),
Luke 3:1

Imprisons John the Baptist, Luke
3:18–21

Has John the Baptist beheaded, Matt
14:1–12

Disturbed about Jesus, Luke 9:7–9
Jesus sent to him, Luke 23:7–11

—Herod Agrippa I (A.D. 37–44), Acts
12:1, 19

Kills James, Acts 12:1, 2
Imprisons Peter, Acts 12:3–11, 19
Slain by an angel, Acts 12:20–23

—Herod Agrippa II (A.D. 53–70); called
Agrippa and King Agrippa, Acts
25:22–24, 26

Festus tells him about Paul, Acts
25:13–27

Paul makes a defense before, Acts
26:1–32

HERODIANS
Join Pharisees against Jesus, Mark 3:6
Seek to trap Jesus, Matt 22:15–22
Jesus warns against, Mark 8:15

HERODIAS
Granddaughter of Herod the Great;

plots John’s death, Matt 14:3–12
Married her uncle, Mark 6:17, 18
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HESHBON
Ancient Moabite city; taken by Moses,

Num 21:23–34
Assigned to Reubenites, Num 32:1–37
Prophecies concerning, Is 15:1–4;

16:8–14; Jer 48:2, 34, 35

HETH
Son of Canaan, Gen 10:15
Abraham buys field from sons of, Gen

23:3–20
Esau marries daughters of, Gen 27:46

HEWN
in a tomb that was h  . . . . . . .Luke 23:53

HEZEKIAH
Righteous king of Judah; reforms temple

and worship, 2 Chr 29—31
Wars with Assyria; prayer for

deliverance is answered, 2 Kin
18:7—19:37

His sickness and recovery; thanksgiving,
2 Kin 20:1–11; Is 38:9–22

Boasts to Babylonian ambassadors,
2 Kin 20:12–19

Death, 2 Kin 20:20, 21
HID
and I h myself . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 3:10

HIDDEKEL
Hebrew name of the river Tigris, Gen

2:14; Dan 10:4

HIDDEN
and the LORD has h  . . . . . . . . .2 Kin 4:27
It is h from the eyes  . . . . . . . . .Job 28:21
h Your righteousness  . . . . . . . . .Ps 40:10
and my sins are not h  . . . . . . . . .Ps 69:5
Your word I have h  . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:11
h riches of secret  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 45:3
there His power was h  . . . . . . . .Hab 3:4
h that will not  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 10:26
the h wisdom which God  . . . . .1 Cor 2:7
bring to light the h  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 4:5
have renounced the h . . . . . . . .2 Cor 4:2
rather let it be the h  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:4
give some of the h  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:17
HIDE
H me under the shadow  . . . . . . .Ps 17:8
You shall h them in  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 31:20
O God, and do not h  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 55:1
You h Your face  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 104:29
darkness shall not h  . . . . . . . . .Ps 139:12
You are God, who h  . . . . . . . . . .Is 45:15
h yourself from your  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 58:7
“Fall on us and h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 6:16
HIDES
He h His face . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 10:11

HIDING
You are my h place  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 32:7
A man will be as a h  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 32:2

HIEL
Native of Bethel; rebuilds Jericho, 1 Kin

16:34
Fulfills Joshua’s curse, Josh 6:26

HIGH
priest of God Most H  . . . . . . .Gen 14:18
For the LORD Most H  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 47:2
h is Your right  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 89:13
are on h forevermore . . . . . . . . . .Ps 92:8
the LORD is on h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 138:6
“I dwell in the h . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 57:15
know that the Most H . . . . . . . .Dan 4:17

whose habitation is h  . . . . . . . . . .Obad 3
up on a h mountain by  . . . . . . .Matt 17:1
your mind on h things  . . . . . .Rom 12:16
h thing that exalts  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 10:5
and faithful H Priest  . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:17

HIGHER
They are h than heaven  . . . . . . .Job 11:8
you, ‘Friend, go up h  . . . . . . .Luke 14:10
h than the heavens  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 7:26

HIGHWAY
of the upright is a h  . . . . . . . .Prov 15:19
in the desert a h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:3
up, build up the h . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 62:10

HIGHWAYS
h shall be elevated  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 49:11
go into the h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 22:9

HILKIAH
Shallum’s son, 1 Chr 6:13
High priest in Josiah’s reign, 2 Chr

34:9–22
Oversees temple work, 2 Kin 22:4–7
Finds the Book of the Law, 2 Kin

22:8–14
Aids in reformation, 2 Kin 23:4

HILL
My King on My holy h  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 2:6
h cannot be hidden  . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:14
and h brought low  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 3:5
to the brow of the h . . . . . . . . .Luke 4:29

HILLS
of the everlasting h  . . . . . . . . .Gen 49:26
possess is a land of h  . . . . . . .Deut 11:11
of the h are His also . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 95:4
up my eyes to the h  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 121:1
settled, before the h  . . . . . . . . .Prov 8:25

HINDER
takes away, who can h  . . . . . . . .Job 9:12
all things lest we h  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 9:12

HINDERED
come to you (but was h  . . . . . .Rom 1:13
Who h you from obeying  . . . . . . .Gal 5:7
prayers may not be h . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:7

HINNOM, VALLEY OF THE SON OF
See TOPHET

Place near Jerusalem used for human
sacrifice, 2 Kin 23:10; 2 Chr 28:3;
Jer 7:31, 32; 19:1–15

HIP
socket of Jacob’s h  . . . . . . . . .Gen 32:25

HIRAM
King of Tyre; provided for David’s

palace and Solomon’s temple, 2 Sam
5:11; 1 Kin 5:1–12; 9:10–14, 26–28;
10:11; 1 Chr 14:1

HIRE
h laborers for his  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 20:1

HIRED
h man who eagerly . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 7:2
h servants have bread  . . . . . .Luke 15:17

HIRELING
The h flees because  . . . . . . . .John 10:13

HITTITES
One of seven Canaanite nations, Deut

7:1
Israelites intermarry with, Judg 3:5, 6;

1 Kin 11:1; Ezra 9:1, 2

HIVITES
One of seven Canaanite nations, Deut

7:1
Esau intermarries with, Gen 36:2
Gibeonites belong to, Josh 9:3, 7

HOLD
h my eyelids open  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 77:4
right hand shall h  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 139:10
LORD your God, will h . . . . . . . . .Is 41:13
I cannot h my peace  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 4:19
h fast that word  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:2
h fast our confession  . . . . . . . . .Heb 4:14
h fast and repent  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:3

HOLES
“Foxes have h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 8:20

HOLIER
near me, for I am h  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 65:5

HOLIEST
the way into the H  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:8
to enter the H by the  . . . . . . .Heb 10:19

HOLINESS
You, glorious in h  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 15:11
has spoken in His h  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 60:6
I have sworn by My h  . . . . . . . .Ps 89:35
h adorns Your house  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 93:5
the Highway of H  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 35:8
to the Spirit of h . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:4
spirit, perfecting h  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 7:1
uncleanness, but in h  . . . . . .1 Thess 4:7
be partakers of His h  . . . . . . . .Heb 12:10

HOLY
where you stand is h  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 3:5
priests and a h nation  . . . . . . . . .Ex 19:6
day, to keep it h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 20:8
distinguish between h  . . . . . . .Lev 10:10
the LORD your God am h  . . . . . .Lev 19:2
“No one is h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 2:2
h seed is mixed  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezra 9:2
h ones will you turn  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 5:1
God sits on His h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 47:8
God, in His h mountain  . . . . . . . .Ps 48:1
my life, for I am h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 86:2
“H, h, h is the LORD  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 6:3
child of the H Spirit  . . . . . . . . .Matt 1:18
baptize you with the H  . . . . . . .Mark 1:8
who speak, but the H  . . . . . .Mark 13:11
H Spirit will come  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:35
H Spirit descended  . . . . . . . . .Luke 3:22
Father give the H . . . . . . . . . .Luke 11:13
H Spirit will teach  . . . . . . . . .Luke 12:12
H Spirit was not  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 7:39
H Spirit has come . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 1:8
all filled with the H  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 2:4
apostles’ hands the H  . . . . . . . .Acts 8:18
to speak, the H Spirit  . . . . . . .Acts 11:15
good to the H Spirit  . . . . . . . .Acts 15:28
receive the H Spirit  . . . . . . . . .Acts 19:2
if the firstfruit is h  . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:16
peace and joy in the H  . . . . . .Rom 14:17
one another with a h  . . . . . . .Rom 16:16
H Spirit teaches  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 2:13
that we should be h  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 1:4
were sealed with the H  . . . . . . .Eph 1:13
partakers of the H  . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:4
has not entered the h  . . . . . . . .Heb 9:24
H Spirit sent from  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:12
He who called you is h  . . . . . .1 Pet 1:15
it is written, “Be h  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:16
moved by the H Spirit  . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:21
anointing from the H . . . . . . .1 John 2:20
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says He who is h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:7
For You alone are h  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 15:4
is h, let him be h  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 22:11

HOME
LORD has brought me h  . . . . . .Ruth 1:21
sparrow has found a h  . . . . . . . . .Ps 84:3
the stork has her h  . . . . . . . . .Ps 104:17
to his eternal h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 12:5
said to him, “Go h  . . . . . . . . .Mark 5:19
into an everlasting h  . . . . . . . .Luke 16:9
to him and make Our h  . . . . .John 14:23
took her to his own h . . . . . . .John 19:27
let him eat at h . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 11:34
own husbands at h  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:35
that while we are at h  . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:6
to show piety at h  . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:4

HOMELESS
and beaten, and h . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 4:11

HOMEMAKERS
be discreet, chaste, h . . . . . . . . .Titus 2:5

HONEST
we are h men  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 42:11

HONEY
“What is sweeter than h  . . . . .Judg 14:18
and with h from the . . . . . . . . . .Ps 81:16
My son, eat h because  . . . . . .Prov 24:13
not good to eat much h  . . . . .Prov 25:27
h and milk are under  . . . . . . . .Song 4:11
was locusts and wild h  . . . . . . . .Matt 3:4

HONEYCOMB
than honey and the h . . . . . . . . .Ps 19:10
words are like a h  . . . . . . . . .Prov 16:24
fish and some h  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 24:42

HONOR
H your father and your  . . . . . . .Ex 20:12
both riches and h  . . . . . . . . . .1 Kin 3:13
the king delights to h  . . . . . . . . .Esth 6:6
earth, and lay my h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 7:5
A man who is in h  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 49:20
Sing out the h of His  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 66:2
will deliver him and h  . . . . . . . .Ps 91:15
H and majesty are  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 96:6
h have all His saints . . . . . . . . . .Ps 149:9
H the LORD with your  . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:9
before h is humility  . . . . . . . .Prov 15:33
h is not fitting  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 26:1
spirit will retain h  . . . . . . . . .Prov 29:23
Father, where is My h  . . . . . . . . .Mal 1:6
is not without h  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 13:57
‘H your father and your  . . . . . .Matt 15:4
h the Son just as they  . . . . . . . .John 5:23
“I do not receive h  . . . . . . . . . .John 5:41
but I h My Father . . . . . . . . . . .John 8:49
“If I h Myself  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 8:54
him My Father will h  . . . . . . .John 12:26
make one vessel for h . . . . . . . .Rom 9:21
to whom fear, h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 13:7
we bestow greater h  . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:23
sanctification and h  . . . . . . . .1 Thess 4:4
alone is wise, be h  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:17
worthy of double h . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:17
and clay, some for h  . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:20
no man takes this h  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 5:4
H the king  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:17
from God the Father h . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:17
give glory and h . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 4:9

HONORABLE
of God, and he is an h  . . . . . . .1 Sam 9:6
His work is h and  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 111:3
It is h for a man to  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 20:3

traders are the h . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 23:8
holy day of the LORD h  . . . . . . . .Is 58:13
providing h things  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 8:21
Marriage is h among  . . . . . . . . .Heb 13:4
having your conduct h . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:12

HONORABLY
desiring to live h . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 13:18

HONORS
h those who fear the  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 15:4
‘This people h Me . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 7:6
It is My Father who h . . . . . . . .John 8:54

HOOKS
will lament who cast h  . . . . . . . . .Is 19:8
spears into pruning h  . . . . . . . . .Mic 4:3

HOPE
I should say I have h  . . . . . . . .Ruth 1:12
are spent without h  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 7:6
so You destroy the h . . . . . . . . .Job 14:19
where then is my h  . . . . . . . . .Job 17:15
h He has uprooted  . . . . . . . . . .Job 19:10
also will rest in h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 16:9
heart, all you who h . . . . . . . . . .Ps 31:24
My h is in You . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 39:7
For You are my h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 71:5
I h in Your word  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:147
O Israel, h in the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 130:7
h will not be cut . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 23:18
There is more h  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 26:12
the living there is h  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 9:4
O the H of Israel  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 14:8
good that one should h  . . . . . . .Lam 3:26
Achor as a door of h  . . . . . . . . .Hos 2:15
you prisoners of h  . . . . . . . . . .Zech 9:12
I have h in God  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 24:15
to h, in h believed  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 4:18
and rejoice in h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:2
h does not disappoint  . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:5
were saved in this h  . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:24
h that is seen is  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:24
But if we h for what  . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:25
And now abide faith, h  . . . . .1 Cor 13:13
life only we have h  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:19
may know what is the h  . . . . . .Eph 1:18
were called in one h  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:4
h which is laid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:5
Christ in you, the h  . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:27
For what is our h . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 2:19
others who have no h  . . . . .1 Thess 4:13
and as a helmet the h  . . . . . .1 Thess 5:8
Jesus Christ, our h  . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:1
in h of eternal life  . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 1:2
for the blessed h  . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 2:13
to lay hold of the h  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:18
of a better h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 7:19
us again to a living h  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:3
you a reason for the h  . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:15
who has this h in Him . . . . . . .1 John 3:3

HOPED
substance of things h  . . . . . . . .Heb 11:1

HOPHNI
Wicked son of Eli, 1 Sam 1:3; 2:12–17,

22–25
Prophecy against, 1 Sam 2:27–36;

3:11–14
Carries ark into battle; killed, 1 Sam

4:1–11

HOR
Mountain of Edom; scene of Aaron’s

death, Num 20:22–29; 33:37–39

HOREB
See SINAI
God appears to Moses at, Ex 3:1–22
Water flows from, Ex 17:6
Elijah lodged here 40 days, 1 Kin 19:8,

9

HORITES
Inhabitants of Mt. Seir, Gen 36:20
Defeated by Chedorlaomer, Gen 14:5, 6
Driven out by Esau’s descendants, Gen

36:20–29; Deut 2:12, 22

HORMAH
Destroyed by Israel, Num 21:1–3

HORN
my shield and the h  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 18:2
h will be exalted  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 112:9
goat had a notable h  . . . . . . . . . .Dan 8:5
and has raised up a h  . . . . . . . .Luke 1:69

HORRIBLE
h thing has been . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 5:30
I have seen a h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 6:10

HORROR
and behold, h and . . . . . . . . . .Gen 15:12
sorrow, the cup of h . . . . . . . .Ezek 23:33
you will become a h . . . . . . . .Ezek 27:36

HORSE
The h and its rider He . . . . . . . . .Ex 15:1
Have you given the h  . . . . . . . .Job 39:19
h is a vain hope  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 33:17
the strength of the h  . . . . . . . .Ps 147:10
h is prepared for the . . . . . . . .Prov 21:31
and behold, a white h  . . . . . . . . .Rev 6:2
and behold, a black h . . . . . . . . . .Rev 6:5
and behold, a pale h  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 6:8
and behold, a white h  . . . . . . .Rev 19:11

HORSES
seen servants on h  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 10:7
h are swifter than  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 4:13
Do h run on rocks  . . . . . . . . .Amos 6:12
we put bits in h  . . . . . . . . . . . .James 3:3

HOSANNA
H in the highest . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 21:9

HOSEA
Son of Beeri, prophet of the northern

kingdom, Hos 1:1

HOSHEA
Original name of Joshua, the son of

Nun, Deut 32:44; Num 13:8, 16
—Israel’s last king; usurps throne, 2 Kin

15:30
Reigns wickedly; Israel taken to Assyria

during reign, 2 Kin 17:1–23

HOSPITABLE
of good behavior, h  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:2
Be h to one another  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:9

HOST
who brings out their h  . . . . . . . .Is 40:26
of the heavenly h . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:13

HOSTILITY
Him who endured such h  . . . . .Heb 12:3

HOSTS
name of the LORD of h  . . . . .1 Sam 17:45
As the LORD of h lives  . . . . . .1 Kin 18:15
The LORD of h is with . . . . . . . . . .Ps 46:7
LORD, all you His h . . . . . . . . . .Ps 103:21
praise Him, all His h  . . . . . . . . .Ps 148:2
word of the LORD of h  . . . . . . . . . .Is 39:5
LORD of h is His name . . . . . . . . . .Is 47:4
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against spiritual h  . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:12

HOT
of the LORD was h  . . . . . . . . . . .Judg 2:14
My heart was h within . . . . . . . . .Ps 39:3
are neither cold nor h  . . . . . . . .Rev 3:15

HOUND
My enemies would h  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 56:2

HOUR
h what you should  . . . . . . . . .Matt 10:19
day and h no one knows  . . . .Matt 24:36
Man is coming at an h  . . . . . .Matt 24:44
Behold, the h is at  . . . . . . . . .Matt 26:45
But this is your h  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 22:53
h has not yet come . . . . . . . . . . .John 2:4
But the h is coming  . . . . . . . . .John 4:23
h has come that the  . . . . . . . .John 12:23
save Me from this h  . . . . . . . .John 12:27
“Father, the h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 17:1
will not know what h  . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:3
keep you from the h  . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:10

HOURS
Are there not twelve h  . . . . . . .John 11:9

HOUSE
from your father’s h  . . . . . . . . .Gen 12:1
But as for me and my h  . . . . . .Josh 24:15
h appointed for all  . . . . . . . . . .Job 30:23
with them to the h  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 42:4
the goodness of Your h  . . . . . . . .Ps 65:4
For her h leads down  . . . . . . . .Prov 2:18
Through wisdom a h  . . . . . . . .Prov 24:3
better to go to the h  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:2
of the h tremble  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 12:3
to the h of the God of  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 2:3
to those who join h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 5:8
h was filled with . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 6:4
‘Set your h in order  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 38:1
h shall be called a . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 56:7
and beat on that h  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:25
h divided against  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 12:25
h shall be called a  . . . . . . . . .Matt 21:13
h may be filled . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 14:23
make My Father’s h  . . . . . . . . .John 2:16
h are many mansions  . . . . . . . .John 14:2
publicly and from h  . . . . . . . .Acts 20:20
in his own rented h  . . . . . . . .Acts 28:30
who rules his own h  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:4
the church in your h  . . . . . . . . .Philem 2
For every h is built  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 3:4
His own h, whose h  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 3:6
him into your h . . . . . . . . . . .2 John 1:10

HOUSEHOLD
over the ways of her h  . . . . . .Prov 31:27
If the h is worthy  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 10:13
be those of his own h . . . . . . .Matt 10:36
h were baptized  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 16:15
saved, you and your h . . . . . . .Acts 16:31
also baptized the h  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:16
those who are of the h  . . . . . . . .Gal 6:10
who are of Caesar’s h  . . . . . . . .Phil 4:22

HOUSEHOLDER
h who brings out of  . . . . . . . .Matt 13:52

HOUSES
h are safe from fear  . . . . . . . . . .Job 21:9
Yet He filled their h  . . . . . . . . .Job 22:18
is that their h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 49:11
H and riches are an  . . . . . . . .Prov 19:14
who has left h or  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 19:29
you devour widows’ h  . . . . . .Matt 23:14
Do you not have h  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 11:22

HOVERING
Spirit of God was h  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 1:2

HOW
“H can this be  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:34
H long do You keep  . . . . . . . .John 10:24
h you turned to God  . . . . . . .1 Thess 1:9

HULDAH
Wife of Shallum, 2 Kin 22:14
Foretells Jerusalem’s ruin, 2 Kin

22:15–17; 2 Chr 34:22–25
Exempts Josiah from trouble, 2 Kin

22:18–20

HUMAN
we have had h fathers . . . . . . . .Heb 12:9

HUMBLE
man Moses was very h  . . . . . .Num 12:3
h you and test you  . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 8:2
who is proud, and h  . . . . . . . . .Job 40:11
the cry of the h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 9:12
Do not forget the h  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 10:12
the desire of the h  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 10:17
h He guides in justice  . . . . . . . . .Ps 25:9
h shall hear of it and  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 34:2
LORD lifts up the h  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 147:6
h spirit with the . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 16:19
contrite and h spirit  . . . . . . . . . .Is 57:15
a meek and h people  . . . . . . . .Zeph 3:12
associate with the h  . . . . . . . .Rom 12:16
gives grace to the h  . . . . . . . . .James 4:6
H yourselves in the  . . . . . . . .James 4:10
gives grace to the h  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:5
h yourselves under the  . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:6

HUMBLED
h himself greatly  . . . . . . . . .2 Chr 33:12
as a man, He h Himself  . . . . . . . .Phil 2:8

HUMBLES
h Himself to behold  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 113:6

HUMILIATION
to plunder, and to h  . . . . . . . . . .Ezra 9:7
h His justice was  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 8:33
but the rich in his h  . . . . . . . .James 1:10

HUMILITY
By h and the fear of  . . . . . . . . .Prov 22:4
righteousness, seek h  . . . . . . . .Zeph 2:3
the Lord with all h  . . . . . . . . .Acts 20:19
delight in false h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 2:18
mercies, kindness, h  . . . . . . . . .Col 3:12
h correcting those  . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:25
gentle, showing all h  . . . . . . . . .Titus 3:2
and be clothed with h  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:5

HUNGER
you, allowed you to h  . . . . . . . .Deut 8:3
lack and suffer h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 34:10
They shall neither h  . . . . . . . . . .Is 49:10
likely to die from h  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 38:9
are those who h . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:6
for you shall h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 6:25
to Me shall never h  . . . . . . . . .John 6:35
present hour we both h  . . . . .1 Cor 4:11
They shall neither h  . . . . . . . . .Rev 7:16

HUNGRY
bread from the h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 22:7
and fills the h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 107:9
gives food to the h  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 146:7
h soul every bitter  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 27:7
your soul to the h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 58:10
for I was h and you  . . . . . . . .Matt 25:35
when did we see You h  . . . . .Matt 25:37
and one is h and . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 11:21

But if anyone is h  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 11:34
to be full and to be h  . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:12

HUNT
Yet you h my life to  . . . . . . .1 Sam 24:11
h the violent man  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 140:11
h the souls of My  . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 13:18

HUNTER
Nimrod the mighty h  . . . . . . . .Gen 10:9
Esau was a skillful h  . . . . . . . .Gen 25:27

HUR
Man of Judah; of Caleb’s house, 1 Chr

2:18–20
Supports Moses’ hands, Ex 17:10–12
Aids Aaron, Ex 24:14

HURAM
Master craftsman of Solomon’s temple,

1 Kin 7:13–40, 45; 2 Chr 2:13, 14

HURT
h a woman with child  . . . . . . . .Ex 21:22
who plot my h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 35:4
but I was not h . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 23:35
another to his own h . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 8:9
They shall not h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 11:9
of my people I am h  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 8:21
Woe is me for my h  . . . . . . . . .Jer 10:19
it will by no means h  . . . . . .Mark 16:18
shall not be h by the  . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:11

HUSBAND
She also gave to her h  . . . . . . . . .Gen 3:6
“Surely you are a h  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 4:25
h safely trusts her . . . . . . . . . .Prov 31:11
your Maker is your h  . . . . . . . . . .Is 54:5
though I was a h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 31:32
now have is not your h . . . . . . .John 4:18
woman have her own h  . . . . . .1 Cor 7:2
For the unbelieving h  . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:14
you will save your h  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:16
betrothed you to one h  . . . . . .2 Cor 11:2
For the h is head of  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:23
the h of one wife  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:2

HUSBANDS
them ask their own h  . . . . . .1 Cor 14:35
H, love your wives  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:25
Let deacons be the h  . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:12

HUSHAI
Archite; David’s friend, 2 Sam

15:32–37
Feigns sympathy with Absalom, 2 Sam

16:16–19
Defeats Ahithophel’s advice, 2 Sam

17:5–23

HYMENAEUS
False teacher excommunicated by Paul,

1 Tim 1:19, 20

HYMN
they had sung a h  . . . . . . . . .Matt 26:30

HYMNS
praying and singing h  . . . . . . .Acts 16:25
in psalms and h . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:19

HYPOCRISY
you are full of h  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:28
Pharisees, which is h  . . . . . . . .Luke 12:1
Let love be without h  . . . . . . . .Rom 12:9
away with their h  . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 2:13
and without h  . . . . . . . . . . . .James 3:17
malice, all deceit, h  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:1

HYPOCRITE
of the h shall perish  . . . . . . . . . .Job 8:13
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and the joy of the h  . . . . . . . . . .Job 20:5
is the hope of the h  . . . . . . . . . .Job 27:8
for everyone is a h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 9:17
also played the h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 2:13

HYPOCRITES
“But the h in heart  . . . . . . . . . .Job 36:13
will I go in with h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 26:4
For you were h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 42:20
not be like the h  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:5
do you test Me, you h  . . . . . .Matt 22:18
and Pharisees, h  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:13

HYSSOP
Purge me with h  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 51:7
sour wine, put it on h  . . . . . .John 19:29

I

IBZAN
Judge of Israel; father of 60 children,

Judg 12:8, 9

ICE
dark because of the i  . . . . . . . . .Job 6:16

ICHABOD
Son of Phinehas, 1 Sam 4:19–22

ICONIUM
City of Asia Minor; visited by Paul, Acts

13:51
Many converts in, Acts 14:1–6

IDDO
Leader of Jews at Casiphia, Ezra 8:17–20

—Seer whose writings are cited, 2 Chr
9:29

IDLE
For they are i  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 5:8
i person will suffer  . . . . . . . . .Prov 19:15
i word men may speak  . . . . . .Matt 12:36
saw others standing i  . . . . . . . .Matt 20:3
they learn to be i  . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:13
both i talkers and  . . . . . . . . . .Titus 1:10

IDOL
if he blesses an i . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 66:3
thing offered to an i  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 8:7
That an i is anything . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:19

IDOLATER
or covetous, or an i . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 5:11
man, who is an i  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:5

IDOLATERS
fornicators, nor i  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:9
immoral, sorcerers, i  . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:8
and murderers and i  . . . . . . . .Rev 22:15

IDOLATRIES
and abominable i  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:3

IDOLATRY
beloved, flee from i  . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:14
i, sorcery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:20

IDOLS
stolen the household i  . . . . . .Gen 31:19
of the peoples are i  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 96:5
i are silver and gold  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 115:4
land is also full of i  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 2:8
insane with their i  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 50:38
in the room of his i  . . . . . . . . .Ezek 8:12
from their wooden i  . . . . . . . . .Hos 4:12
who regard worthless i . . . . . . . . .Jon 2:8
i speak delusion . . . . . . . . . . . .Zech 10:2
things polluted by i . . . . . . . . .Acts 15:20
You who abhor i  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:22

This was offered to i  . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:28
keep yourselves from i  . . . . .1 John 5:21
worship demons, and i  . . . . . . .Rev 9:20

IDUMEA
Name used by Greeks and Romans to

designate Edom, Mark 3:8

IGNORANCE
that you did it in i  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 3:17
i God overlooked  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 17:30
sins committed in i  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:7
to silence the i  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:15

IGNORANT
I was so foolish and i  . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:22
though Abraham was i  . . . . . . . .Is 63:16
not want you to be i  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:1
But if anyone is i  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:38
on those who are i  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 5:2

IGNORANTLY
because I did it i  . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:13

ILLEGITIMATE
then you are i  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:8

ILLUMINATED
after you were i  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:32
and the earth was i  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 18:1
for the glory of God i  . . . . . . . .Rev 21:23

ILLYRICUM
Paul preaches in, Rom 15:19

IMAGE
Us make man in Our i  . . . . . . .Gen 1:26
yourselves a carved i  . . . . . . . .Deut 4:16
shall despise their i  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:20
the king made an i  . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 3:1
to them, “Whose i  . . . . . . . . .Matt 22:20
since he is the i  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 11:7
He is the i of the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:15
and not the very i  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:1
the beast and his i  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 14:9
who worshiped his i  . . . . . . . .Rev 19:20

IMAGINATION
the proud in the i  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:51

IMITATE
I urge you, i me  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 4:16
as I also i Christ  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 11:1
i those who through  . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:12

IMMANUEL
shall call His name I  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 7:14
shall call His name I . . . . . . . . .Matt 1:23

IMMEDIATELY
i the Spirit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 1:12
hear, Satan comes i  . . . . . . . . .Mark 4:15
i forgets what . . . . . . . . . . . . .James 1:24
I I was in the Spirit  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 4:2

IMMORAL
i woman is a deep pit  . . . . . . .Prov 22:14
murderers, sexually i  . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:8

IMMORALITY
except sexual i . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:32
i as is not even named  . . . . . . .1 Cor 5:1
abstain from sexual i  . . . . . . .1 Thess 4:3

IMMORTAL
to the King eternal, i  . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:17

IMMORTALITY
glory, honor, and i  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:7
mortal must put on i . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:53
who alone has i  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:16
and brought life and i . . . . . . .2 Tim 1:10

IMMOVABLE
be steadfast, i  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:58

IMMUTABLE
that by two i things . . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:18

IMPART
see you, that I may i . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:11
that it may i grace  . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:29

IMPENITENT
i heart you are  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:5

IMPLANTED
with meekness the i  . . . . . . . .James 1:21

IMPOSSIBLE
and nothing will be i  . . . . . . .Matt 17:20
“With men this is i  . . . . . . . .Matt 19:26
God nothing will be i . . . . . . . .Luke 1:37
without faith it is i  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:6

IMPOSTORS
i will grow worse  . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 3:13

IMPRISONMENT
and of chains and i  . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:36

IMPRISONMENTS
in stripes, in i . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 6:5

IMPULSIVE
but he who is i . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 14:29

IMPURITY
a woman during her i  . . . . . . .Ezek 18:6

IMPUTE
“Do not let my lord i  . . . . . .2 Sam 19:19
the LORD does not i  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 32:2
the LORD shall not i  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 4:8

IMPUTED
bloodshed shall be i  . . . . . . . . . .Lev 17:4
might be i to them  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 4:11
alone that it was i  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 4:23
but sin is not i  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:13

IMPUTES
i righteousness apart  . . . . . . . . .Rom 4:6

INCENSE
golden bowls full of i  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 5:8

INCLINE
i your heart to the  . . . . . . . . .Josh 24:23
i my heart to any evil . . . . . . . . .Ps 141:4

INCORRUPTIBLE
the glory of the i  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:23
dead will be raised i  . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:52
to an inheritance i . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:4
corruptible seed but i  . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:23

INCORRUPTION
it is raised in i  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:42
corruption inherit i . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:50
must put on i  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:53

INCREASE
if riches i . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 62:10
the LORD give you i  . . . . . . . . .Ps 115:14
hear and i learning . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 1:5
When goods i  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 5:11
Of the i of His  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 9:7
and knowledge shall i  . . . . . . . .Dan 12:4
Lord, “I our faith  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 17:5
He must i . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 3:30
but God gave the i  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:6
grows with the i  . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 2:19
for they will i . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:16

INCREASED
The waters i and . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 7:17
i your mercy which you  . . . . .Gen 19:19

HYPOCRITES 1894 INCREASED



nation and i its joy  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 9:3
And Jesus i in wisdom  . . . . . . .Luke 2:52

INCREASES
i knowledge i  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 1:18
who have no might He i  . . . . . . .Is 40:29

INCREDIBLE
should it be thought i  . . . . . . . .Acts 26:8

INCURABLE
My wound is i  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 34:6
‘Your affliction is i  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 30:12
Your sorrow is i  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 30:15

INDEBTED
everyone who is i  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 11:4

INDEED
i it was very  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 1:31
“But will God i  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Kin 8:27
“Behold, an Israelite i  . . . . . . .John 1:47

INDIA
Eastern limit of Persian Empire, Esth

1:1

INDICATING
the Holy Spirit i  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:8
who was in them was i  . . . . . .1 Pet 1:11

INDIGNANT
saw it, they were i  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 26:8

INDIGNATION
of His anger, wrath, i  . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:49
I has taken hold . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:53
in whose hand is My i  . . . . . . . . .Is 10:5
For the i of the LORD . . . . . . . . . . .Is 34:2
have filled me with i  . . . . . . . . .Jer 15:17
can stand before His i  . . . . . . . . .Nah 1:6
i which will devour . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:27
into the cup of His i . . . . . . . . .Rev 14:10

INDUCED
O LORD, You i me  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 20:7
if the prophet is i  . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 14:9
I the LORD have i  . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 14:9

INDULGENCE
no value against the i  . . . . . . . . .Col 2:23

INEXCUSABLE
Therefore you are i  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:1

INEXPRESSIBLE
Paradise and heard i  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 12:4
you rejoice with joy i . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:8

INFALLIBLE
suffering by many i . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 1:3

INFANTS
i who never saw . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 3:16
they also brought i . . . . . . . . .Luke 18:15

INFERIOR
another kingdom i  . . . . . . . . . .Dan 2:39
that I am not at all i  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:5

INFIRMITIES
“He Himself took our i  . . . . . . .Matt 8:17
boast, except in my i  . . . . . . .2 Cor 12:5
and your frequent i  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:23

INFLAMING
i yourselves with gods  . . . . . . . . .Is 57:5

INHABIT
the wicked will not i  . . . . . . .Prov 10:30
cities and i them  . . . . . . . . . .Amos 9:14

INHABITANT
Cry out and shout, O i  . . . . . . . . .Is 12:6
And the i will not say  . . . . . . . . .Is 33:24

INHABITANTS
He looks on all the i . . . . . . . . . .Ps 33:14
give ear, all i  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 49:1
Let the i of Sela sing  . . . . . . . . . .Is 42:11
Woe to the i of the  . . . . . . . . .Rev 12:12

INHABITED
rejoicing in His i  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 8:31
‘You shall be i  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 44:26
who formed it to be i  . . . . . . . . .Is 45:18

INHERIT
i the iniquities  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 13:26
descendants shall i . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 25:13
The righteous shall i  . . . . . . . . .Ps 37:29
The wise shall i  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:35
love me to i wealth  . . . . . . . . .Prov 8:21
The simple i folly  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 14:18
the blameless will i  . . . . . . . .Prov 28:10
i the kingdom prepared  . . . . .Matt 25:34
I do that I may i  . . . . . . . . . .Mark 10:17
unrighteous will not i  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:9
you may i a blessing  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:9
who overcomes shall i  . . . . . . . .Rev 21:7

INHERITANCE
“You shall have no i  . . . . . . .Num 18:20
is the place of His i  . . . . . . . . .Deut 32:9
the portion of my i . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 16:5
yes, I have a good i  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 16:6
i shall be forever  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 37:18
He will choose our i  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 47:4
You confirmed Your i . . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:9
the tribe of Your i  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 74:2
i gained hastily . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 20:21
right of i is yours  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 32:8
i has been turned  . . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 5:2
will arise to your i . . . . . . . . . .Dan 12:13
And God gave him no i . . . . . . . .Acts 7:5
and give you an i  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 20:32
For if the i is of the  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:18
we have obtained an i  . . . . . . . .Eph 1:11
be partakers of the i  . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:12
receive as an i  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:8
i incorruptible . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:4

INIQUITIES
How many are my i  . . . . . . . . .Job 13:23
i have overtaken me  . . . . . . . . .Ps 40:12
I prevail against me  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 65:3
forgives all your i  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 103:3
LORD, should mark i  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 130:3
was bruised for our i  . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:5
He shall bear their i  . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:11
i have separated you . . . . . . . . . . .Is 59:2

INIQUITY
God, visiting the i of the  . . . . . . .Ex 20:5
He has not observed i  . . . . . .Num 23:21
wicked brings forth i  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 7:14
O LORD, pardon my i  . . . . . . . . .Ps 25:11
i I have not hidden  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 32:5
was brought forth in i  . . . . . . . . .Ps 51:5
If I regard i in my  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 66:18
Add i to their . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 69:27
workers of i flourish  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 92:7
i boast in themselves  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 94:4
Shall the throne of i  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 94:20
i have dominion  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:133
i will reap sorrow . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 22:8
a people laden with i  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:4
i is taken away  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 6:7
has laid on Him the i  . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:6
will remember their i  . . . . . . . . .Hos 9:9
to those who devise i  . . . . . . . . .Mic 2:1
like You, pardoning i  . . . . . . . . .Mic 7:18

all you workers of i  . . . . . . . .Luke 13:27
a fire, a world of i . . . . . . . . . . .James 3:6

INJUSTICE
of truth and without i  . . . . . . .Deut 32:4
i shuts her mouth . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 5:16
i have your fathers  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 2:5

INK
us, written not with i  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 3:3
do so with paper and i  . . . . . . .2 John 12

INN
room for them in the i  . . . . . . . .Luke 2:7
brought him to an i  . . . . . . . .Luke 10:34

INNOCENCE
of my heart and i  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 20:5
washed my hands in i  . . . . . . . .Ps 73:13

INNOCENT
do not kill the i  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 23:7
a bribe to slay an i  . . . . . . . . .Deut 27:25
i will divide the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 27:17
a bribe against the i  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 15:5
because I was found i  . . . . . . . .Dan 6:22
saying, “I am i  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 27:24
this day that I am i  . . . . . . . . .Acts 20:26

INNUMERABLE
i as the sand which is  . . . . . . .Heb 11:12
i company of angels  . . . . . . . .Heb 12:22

INQUIRED
children of Israel i  . . . . . . . . .Judg 20:27
Therefore David i  . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 23:2
the LORD, nor i of Him . . . . . . . .Zeph 1:6
the prophets have i  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:10

INQUIRY
shall make careful i  . . . . . . . .Deut 19:18

INSANE
images, and they are i  . . . . . . . .Jer 50:38
the spiritual man is i  . . . . . . . . . .Hos 9:7

INSCRIBED
Oh, that they were i . . . . . . . . .Job 19:23
See, I have i you on  . . . . . . . . . .Is 49:16

INSPIRATION
is given by i of God  . . . . . . . .2 Tim 3:16

INSTRUCT
good Spirit to i them . . . . . . . . .Neh 9:20
I will i you and teach  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 32:8
the LORD that he may i  . . . . . .1 Cor 2:16

INSTRUCTED
Surely you have i  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 4:3
counsel, and who i  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:14
This man had been i . . . . . . . .Acts 18:25
are excellent, being i  . . . . . . . .Rom 2:18
Moses was divinely i . . . . . . . . . .Heb 8:5

INSTRUCTION
seeing you hate i  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 50:17
despise wisdom and i  . . . . . . . . .Prov 1:7
Take firm hold of i  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 4:13
Hear i and be wise  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 8:33
Give i to a wise man  . . . . . . . . .Prov 9:9
i loves knowledge  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 12:1
Cease listening to i . . . . . . . . .Prov 19:27
Apply your heart to i  . . . . . . .Prov 23:12
for correction, for i  . . . . . . . .2 Tim 3:16

INSTRUCTORS
have ten thousand i  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 4:15

INSTRUCTS
My heart also i  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 16:7
He who i the nations  . . . . . . . . .Ps 94:10
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INSTRUMENT
to Him with an i  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 33:2
on an i of ten strings  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 92:3

INSTRUMENTS
i of cruelty are in  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 49:5
with stringed i . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 150:4
i of unrighteousness  . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:13
i of righteousness  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:13

INSUBORDINATE
for the lawless and i  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:9
For there are many i  . . . . . . . .Titus 1:10

INSUBORDINATION
of dissipation or i . . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 1:6

INSULTED
will be mocked and i  . . . . . . .Luke 18:32
i the Spirit of grace  . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:29

INSULTS
nor be afraid of their i  . . . . . . . . .Is 51:7

INTEGRITY
In the i of my heart . . . . . . . . . .Gen 20:5
he holds fast to his i  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 2:3
that God may know my i  . . . . . .Job 31:6
I have walked in my i  . . . . . . . . .Ps 26:1
You uphold me in my i  . . . . . . .Ps 41:12
The i of the upright  . . . . . . . . .Prov 11:3
in doctrine showing i  . . . . . . . .Titus 2:7

INTELLIGENT
Sergius Paulus, an i  . . . . . . . . .Acts 13:7

INTERCEDE
the LORD, who will i  . . . . . . .1 Sam 2:25

INTERCESSION
of many, and made i  . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:12
Spirit Himself makes i  . . . . . . .Rom 8:26
always lives to make i  . . . . . . . .Heb 7:25

INTERCESSOR
that there was no i  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 59:16

INTEREST
shall not charge him i  . . . . . . . .Ex 22:25
men lent to me for i  . . . . . . . . .Jer 15:10
collected it with i  . . . . . . . . .Luke 19:23

INTERPRET
Do all i . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:30
pray that he may i  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:13
in turn, and let one i  . . . . . .1 Cor 14:27

INTERPRETATION
“This is the i  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 40:12
to another the i  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:10
a revelation, has an i  . . . . . .1 Cor 14:26
of any private i  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:20

INTERPRETATIONS
Do not i belong to God  . . . . . . .Gen 40:8
that you can give i  . . . . . . . . . .Dan 5:16

INTRIGUE
seize the kingdom by i  . . . . . .Dan 11:21
join with them by i  . . . . . . . . .Dan 11:34

INVISIBLE
of the world His i  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:20
is the image of the i  . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:15
eternal, immortal, i  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:17
as seeing Him who is i  . . . . . .Heb 11:27

INWARD
i part is destruction  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 5:9
Both the i thought  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 64:6
You have formed my i  . . . . . . .Ps 139:13
God according to the i  . . . . . . .Rom 7:22
i man is being renewed  . . . . .2 Cor 4:16

INWARDLY
i they are . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:15
is a Jew who is one i  . . . . . . . .Rom 2:29

IRON
He regards i as straw  . . . . . . . .Job 41:27
i sharpens i  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 27:17
and your neck was an i  . . . . . . . . .Is 48:4
its feet partly of i  . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 2:33

ISAAC
Promised heir of the covenant, Gen

17:16–21
Born and circumcised, Gen 21:1–7
Offered up as a sacrifice, Gen 22:1–19
Marries Rebekah, Gen 24:62–67
Prays for children; prefers Esau, Gen

25:21–28
Dealings with Abimelech, king of Gerar,

Gen 26:1–31
Mistakenly blesses Jacob, Gen 27:1—

28:5
Dies in his old age, Gen 35:28, 29
NT references to, Luke 3:34; Gal

4:21–31; Heb 11:9, 20

ISAIAH
Prophet during reigns of Uzziah,

Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, Is 1:1
Responds to prophetic call, Is 6:1–13
Prophesies to Hezekiah, 2 Kin 19; 20
Writes Uzziah’s biography, 2 Chr 26:22
Writes Hezekiah’s biography, 2 Chr

32:32
Quoted in NT, Matt 1:22, 23; 3:3;

8:17; 12:17–21; Luke 4:17–19; Acts
13:34; Rom 9:27, 29; 10:16, 20, 21;
11:26, 27; 15:12; 1 Pet 2:22

ISCARIOT, JUDAS
Listed among the Twelve, Mark 3:14,

19; Luke 6:16
Criticizes Mary, John 12:3–6
Identified as betrayer, John 13:21–30
Takes money to betray Christ, Matt

26:14–16
Betrays Christ with a kiss, Mark

14:43–45
Repents and commits suicide, Matt

27:3–10
His place filled, Acts 1:15–26

ISHBOSHETH
One of Saul’s sons; made king, 2 Sam

2:8–10
Offends Abner, 2 Sam 3:7–11
Slain; his assassins executed, 2 Sam

4:1–12

ISHMAEL
Abram’s son by Hagar, Gen 16:3, 4,

11–16
Circumcised, Gen 17:25
Scoffs at Isaac’s feast; exiled with his

mother, Gen 21:8–21
His sons; his death, Gen 25:12–18

—Son of Nethaniah; kills Gedaliah, 2 Kin
25:22–26

ISHMAELITES
Settle at Havilah, Gen 25:17, 18
Joseph sold to, Gen 37:25–28
Sell Joseph to Potiphar, Gen 39:1

ISRAEL
Used to refer to:

Jacob, Gen 32:28
descendants of Jacob, Gen 49:16, 28

ten northern tribes (in contrast to
Judah), 1 Sam 11:8
restored nation after exile, Ezra 9:1
true church, Gal 6:16

ISRAEL
be called Jacob, but I . . . . . . . .Gen 32:28
“Hear, O I  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 6:4
shepherd My people I  . . . . . . .2 Sam 7:7
Truly God is good to I  . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:1
helped His servant I . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:54
For they are not all I . . . . . . . . . .Rom 9:6
and upon the I of God  . . . . . . . .Gal 6:16

ISRAELITES
Afflicted in Egypt, Ex 1:12–22
Escape from Egypt, Ex 12:29–42, 50;

13:17–22
Receive law at Sinai, Ex 19
Idolatry and rebellion of, Ex 32; Num

13; 14
Wander in the wilderness, Num

14:26–39
Cross Jordan; conquer Canaan, Josh 4;

12
Ruled by judges, Judg 2
Saul chosen as king, 1 Sam 10
Kingdom divided, 1 Kin 12
Northern kingdom carried captive,

2 Kin 17
Southern kingdom carried captive,

2 Kin 24
70 years in exile, 2 Chr 36:20, 21
Return after exile, Ezra 1:1–5
Nation rejects Christ, Matt 27:20–27
Nation destroyed, Luke 21:20–24

ISSACHAR
Jacob’s fifth son, Gen 30:17, 18

—Tribe of:
Genealogy of, 1 Chr 7:1–5
Prophecy concerning, Gen 49:14, 15
Census at Sinai, Num 1:28, 29
Inheritance of, Josh 19:17–23

ITALY
Jews expelled from, Acts 18:2
Paul sails for, Acts 27:1, 6
Christians in, Acts 28:14

ITCHING
they have i ears  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 4:3

ITHAMAR
Youngest son of Aaron, Ex 6:23
Consecrated as priest, Ex 28:1
Duty entrusted to, Ex 38:21
Jurisdiction over Gershonites and

Merarites, Num 4:21–33

ITINERANT
i Jewish exorcists  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 19:13

J

JABBOK
River entering the Jordan about 20

miles north of the Dead Sea, Num
21:24

Scene of Jacob’s conflict, Gen 32:22–32
Boundary marker, Deut 3:16

JABESH GILEAD
Consigned to destruction, Judg 21:8–15
Saul defeats the Ammonites at, 1 Sam

11:1–11
Citizens of, rescue Saul’s body, 1 Sam

31:11–13
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David thanks citizens of, 2 Sam 2:4–7

JABIN
Canaanite king of Hazor; leads

confederacy against Joshua, Josh
11:1–14

—Another king of Hazor; oppresses
Israelites, Judg 4:2

Defeated by Deborah and Barak, Judg
4:3–24

Immortalized in poetry, Judg 5:1–31

JACHIN
One of two pillars in front of Solomon’s

temple, 1 Kin 7:21, 22

JACOB
Son of Isaac and Rebekah; Rebekah’s

favorite, Gen 25:21–28
Obtains birthright, Gen 25:29–34
Obtains blessing meant for Esau; flees,

Gen 27:1—28:5
Sees vision of ladder, Gen 28:10–22
Serves Laban for Rachel and Leah, Gen

29:1–30
Fathers children, Gen 29:31—30:24
Flees from, makes covenant with Laban,

Gen 30:25—31:55
Makes peace with Esau, Gen 32:1–21;

33:1–17
Wrestles with God, Gen 32:22–32
Returns to Bethel; renamed Israel, Gen

35:1–15
Shows preference for Joseph, Gen 37:3
Mourns Joseph’s disappearance, Gen

37:32–35
Sends sons to Egypt for food, Gen

42:1–5
Reluctantly allows Benjamin to go, Gen

43:1–15
Moves his household to Egypt, Gen

45:25—47:12
Blesses his sons and grandsons; dies,

Gen 48; 49
Buried in Canaan, Gen 50:1–14

JACOB’S WELL
Christ teaches a Samaritan woman at,

John 4:5–26

JAEL
Wife of Heber the Kenite; kills Sisera,

Judg 4:17–22
Praised by Deborah, Judg 5:24–27

JAIR
Manassite warrior; conquers towns in

Gilead, Num 32:41; Deut 3:14
—Eighth judge of Israel, Judg 10:3–5

JAIRUS
Ruler of the synagogue; Jesus raises his

daughter, Mark 5:22–24, 35–43

JAMES
Son of Zebedee, called as disciple, Matt

4:21, 22; Luke 5:10, 11
One of the Twelve, Matt 10:2; Mark

3:17
Zealous for the Lord, Luke 9:52–54
Ambitious for honor, Mark 10:35–45
Witnesses Transfiguration, Matt 17:1–9
Martyred by Herod Agrippa, Acts 12:2

—Son of Alphaeus; one of the Twelve,
Matt 10:3, 4

Called “the Less,” Mark 15:40
—Jesus’ half brother, Matt 13:55, 56; Gal

1:19

Becomes leader of Jerusalem Council
and Jerusalem church, Acts
15:13–22; Gal 2:9

Author of an epistle, James 1:1

JANNES AND JAMBRES
Two Egyptian magicians; oppose Moses,

Ex 7:11–22; 2 Tim 3:8

JAPHETH
One of Noah’s three sons, Gen 5:32
Receives blessing, Gen 9:20–27
His descendants occupy Asia Minor and

Europe, Gen 10:2–5

JARED
Father of Enoch, Gen 5:15–20
Ancestor of Noah, 1 Chr 1:2
Ancestor of Christ, Luke 3:37

JASHER
Book of, quoted, Josh 10:13

JASON
Welcomes Paul at Thessalonica, Acts

17:5–9
Described as Paul’s kinsman, Rom

16:21

JAVAN
Son of Japheth, Gen 10:2, 4
Descendants of, to receive good news,

Is 66:19, 20

JEALOUS
your God, am a j God  . . . . . . . . .Ex 20:5
LORD, whose name is J  . . . . . . .Ex 34:14
a consuming fire, a j  . . . . . . . .Deut 4:24
For I am j for you  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:2

JEALOUSY
They provoked Him to j  . . . . .Deut 32:16
Will Your j burn like  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 79:5
j is a husband’s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 6:34
as strong as death, j  . . . . . . . . . .Song 8:6
will provoke you to j  . . . . . . .Rom 10:19
for you with godly j  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:2

JEBUS
Canaanite name of Jerusalem before

captured by David, 1 Chr 11:4–8

JEBUSITES
Descendants of Canaan, Gen 15:18–21;

Num 13:29
Defeated by Joshua, Josh 11:1–12
Not driven from Jerusalem; later

conquered by David, Judg 1:21;
2 Sam 5:6–8

Put to forced labor under Solomon,
1 Kin 9:20, 21

JECONIAH
See JEHOIACHIN
Variant form of Jehoiachin, 1 Chr 3:16,

17
Abbreviated to Coniah, Jer 22:24, 28

JEDIDIAH
Name given to Solomon by Nathan,

2 Sam 12:24, 25

JEDUTHUN
Levite musician appointed by David,

1 Chr 16:41, 42
Heads a family of musicians, 2 Chr 5:12
Name appears in Psalm titles, Ps 39; 62;

77

JEGAR SAHADUTHA
Name given by Laban to memorial

stones, Gen 31:46, 47

JEHOAHAZ
Son and successor of Jehu, king of

Israel, 2 Kin 10:35
Seeks the Lord in defeat, 2 Kin 13:2–9

—Son and successor of Josiah, king of
Judah, 2 Kin 23:30–34

Called Shallum, 1 Chr 3:15
—Another form of Ahaziah, youngest son

of King Joram, 2 Chr 21:17

JEHOASH
See JOASH

JEHOIACHIN
Son of Jehoiakim; next to the last king

of Judah, 2 Kin 24:8
Deported to Babylon, 2 Kin 24:8–16
Liberated by Evil-Merodach, Jer

52:31–34

JEHOIADA
High priest during reign of Joash, 2 Kin

11:4—12:16
Instructs Joash, 2 Kin 12:2

JEHOIAKIM
Wicked king of Judah; son of Josiah;

serves Pharaoh and Nebuchadnezzar,
2 Kin 23:34—24:7

Taken captive to Babylon, 2 Chr 36:6–8
Kills prophet Urijah, Jer 26:20–23
Destroys Jeremiah’s scroll; cursed by

God, Jer 36

JEHORAM (or Joram)
Wicked king of Judah; son of

Jehoshaphat, 2 Kin 8:16–24
Marries Athaliah, 2 Kin 8:18, 19
Kills his brothers, 2 Chr 21:2, 4
Elijah prophesies against him; prophecy

fulfilled, 2 Chr 21:12–20
—Wicked king of Israel; son of Ahab,

2 Kin 3:1–3
Counseled by Elisha, 2 Kin 3; 5:8;

6:8–12
Wounded in battle, 2 Kin 8:28, 29
Killed by Jehu, 2 Kin 9:14–26

JEHOSHAPHAT
Righteous king of Judah; son of Asa,

1 Kin 22:41–50
Goes to war with Ahab against Syria,

1 Kin 22:1–36
Institutes reforms; sends out teachers of

the Law, 2 Chr 17:6–9; 19
His enemies defeated through his faith,

2 Chr 20:1–30

JEHOZABAD
Son of a Moabitess; assassinates Joash,

2 Kin 12:20, 21
Put to death, 2 Chr 25:3

JEHU
Prophet; denounces Baasha, 1 Kin

16:1–7
Rebukes Jehoshaphat, 2 Chr 19:2, 3

—Commander under Ahab; anointed king,
1 Kin 19:16; 2 Kin 9:1–13

Destroys the house of Ahab, 2 Kin
9:14—10:30

Turns away from the Lord; dies, 2 Kin
10:31–36

JEHUDI
Reads Jeremiah’s scroll, Jer 36:14, 21,

23
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JEOPARDY
stand in j every hour  . . . . . .1 Cor 15:30

JEPHTHAH
Gilead’s son by a harlot, Judg 11:1
Driven out, then brought back to

command army against Ammonites,
Judg 11:2–28

Sacrifices his daughter to fulfill a vow,
Judg 11:29–40

Chastises Ephraim, Judg 12:1–7

JEREMIAH
Prophet under Josiah, Jehoiakim, and

Zedekiah, Jer 1:1–3
Called by God, Jer 1:4–9
Forbidden to marry, Jer 16:2
Imprisoned by Pashhur, Jer 20:1–6
Prophecy written, destroyed, rewritten,

Jer 36
Accused of defection and imprisoned;

released by Zedekiah, Jer 37
Cast into dungeon; rescued; prophesies

to Zedekiah, Jer 38
Set free by Nebuchadnezzar, Jer

39:11—40:6
Forcibly taken to Egypt, Jer 43:5–7

JERICHO
City near the Jordan, Num 22:1
Called the city of palm trees, Deut 34:3;

2 Chr 28:15
Miraculously defeated by Joshua, Josh 6
Rebuilt by Hiel, 1 Kin 16:34
Visited by Jesus, Matt 20:29–34; Luke

19:1–10

JEROBOAM
Son of Nebat; receives prophecy that he

will be king, 1 Kin 11:26–40
Made king; leads revolt against

Rehoboam, 1 Kin 12:1–24
Sets up idols, 1 Kin 12:25–33
Rebuked by a man of God, 1 Kin

13:1–10
Judgment on house of, 1 Kin 13:33—

14:20
—Wicked king of Israel; son of Joash;

successful in war, 2 Kin 14:23–29
Prophecy concerning, by Amos, Amos

7:7–13

JERUBBAAL
Name given to Gideon for destroying

Baal’s altar, Judg 6:32

JERUSALEM
Originally called Salem, Gen 14:18
Jebusite city, Josh 15:8; Judg 1:8, 21
King of, defeated by Joshua, Josh

10:5–23
Conquered by David; made capital,

2 Sam 5:6–9
Ark brought to, 2 Sam 6:12–17; 1 Kin

8:1–13
Saved from plague, 2 Sam 24:16
Temple built and dedicated here, 1 Kin

6; 8:14–66
Suffers in war, 1 Kin 14:25–27; 2 Kin

14:13, 14; Is 7:1
Miraculously saved, 2 Kin 19:31–36
Captured by Babylon, 2 Kin 24:10—

25:21; Jer 39:1–8
Exiles return and rebuild temple, Ezra

1:1–4; 2:1
Walls of, dedicated, Neh 12:27–47

Christ enters as king, Matt 21:4–11
Christ laments for, Matt 23:37; Luke

19:41–44
Church born in, Acts 2
Christians of, persecuted, Acts 4

JESHIMON
Wilderness west of the Dead Sea, 1 Sam

23:19, 24

JESHUA (or Joshua)
Postexilic high priest; returns with

Zerubbabel, Ezra 2:2
Aids in rebuilding temple, Ezra 3:2–8
Also called Joshua; seen in vision, Zech

3:1–10

JESHURUN
Poetic name of endearment for Israel,

Deut 32:15

JESSE
Grandson of Ruth and Boaz, Ruth

4:17–22
Father of David, 1 Sam 16:1–13
Mentioned in prophecy, Is 11:1, 10

JESTING
talking, nor coarse j . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:4

JESUS
J Christ was as  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 1:18
shall call His name J . . . . . . . . .Matt 1:21
J was led up by the  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 4:1
These twelve J sent  . . . . . . . . .Matt 10:5
and laid hands on J  . . . . . . . .Matt 26:50
Barabbas and destroy J  . . . . . .Matt 27:20
we to do with You, J  . . . . . . . .Mark 1:24
J withdrew with His  . . . . . . . . .Mark 3:7
J went into Jerusalem  . . . . . .Mark 11:11
as they were eating, J  . . . . . .Mark 14:22
and he delivered J  . . . . . . . . .Mark 15:15
J rebuked the . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 9:42
truth came through J  . . . . . . . .John 1:17
J lifted up His eyes  . . . . . . . . . . .John 6:5
J wept  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 11:35
J was crucified  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 19:20
This J God has raised  . . . . . . . .Acts 2:32
of Your holy Servant J  . . . . . . . .Acts 4:30
believed on the Lord J  . . . . . .Acts 11:17
baptized into Christ J  . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:3
your mouth the Lord J  . . . . . . .Rom 10:9
among you except J  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 2:2
the day of the Lord J  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 5:5
perfect in Christ J  . . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:28
J who is called  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 4:11
exhort in the Lord J . . . . . . . .1 Thess 4:1
But we see J  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:9
looking unto J  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:2
J Christ the righteous  . . . . . . .1 John 2:1
Revelation of J Christ . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:1
so, come, Lord J  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 22:20

JETHER
Gideon’s oldest son, Judg 8:20, 21

JETHRO
Priest of Midian; becomes Moses’

father-in-law, Ex 2:16–22
Blesses Moses’ departure, Ex 4:18
Visits and counsels Moses, Ex 18
Also called Reuel, Num 10:29

JEWELS
your thighs are like j  . . . . . . . . .Song 7:1
that I make them My j . . . . . . . .Mal 3:17

JEWS
Jesus born King of the, Matt 2:2

Salvation comes through the, John 4:22;
Acts 11:19; Rom 1:16; 2:9, 10

Reject Christ, Matt 27:21–25
Reject the gospel, Acts 13:42–46

JEZEBEL
Ahab’s idolatrous wife, 1 Kin 16:31
Her abominable acts, 1 Kin 18:4, 13;

19:1, 2; 21:1–16
Death prophesied; prophecy fulfilled,

1 Kin 21:23; 2 Kin 9:7, 30–37
—Type of paganism in the church, Rev

2:20

JEZREEL
Ahab’s capital, 1 Kin 18:45; 21:1
Ahab’s family destroyed at, 1 Kin

21:23; 2 Kin 9:30–37; 10:1–11

JOAB
David’s nephew; commands his army,

2 Sam 2:10–32; 8:16; 10:1–14; 11:1,
14–25; 20:1–23

Kills Abner, 2 Sam 3:26, 27
Intercedes for Absalom, 2 Sam 14:1–33
Remains loyal to David; kills Absalom,

2 Sam 18:1–5, 9–17
Demoted; kills Amasa, 2 Sam 19:13;

20:8–10
Opposes census, 2 Sam 24:1–9; 1 Chr

21:1–6
Supports Adonijah, 1 Kin 1:7
Solomon orders his death in obedience

to David’s command, 1 Kin 2:1–6,
28–34

JOANNA
Wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward, Luke

8:1–3
With others, heralds Christ’s

resurrection, Luke 23:55, 56

JOASH (or Jehoash)
Son of Ahaziah; saved from Athaliah’s

massacre and crowned by Jehoiada,
2 Kin 11:1–12

Repairs the temple, 2 Kin 12:1–16
Turns away from the Lord and is killed,

2 Chr 24:17–25
—Wicked king of Israel; son of Jehoahaz,

2 Kin 13:10–25
Defeats Amaziah in battle, 2 Kin

14:8–15; 2 Chr 25:17–24

JOB
Model of righteousness, Job 1:1–5
His faith tested, Job 1:6—2:10
Debates with his three friends;

complains to God, Job 3—33
Elihu intervenes, Job 34—37
God’s answer, Job 38—41
Humbles himself and repents,

Job42:1–6
Restored to prosperity, Job 42:10–17

JOCHEBED
Daughter of Levi; mother of Miriam,

Aaron, and Moses, Ex 6:20

JOEL
Preexilic prophet, Joel 1:1
Quoted in NT, Acts 2:16

JOHANAN
Military leader of Judah; warns Gedaliah

of Ishmael’s plot, Jer 40:13–16
Avenges Gedaliah; takes the people to

Egypt, Jer 41:11–18
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JOHN
The apostle, son of Zebedee; called as

disciple, Matt 4:21, 22; Luke 5:1–11
Chosen as one of the Twelve, Matt 10:2
Especially close to Christ, Matt 17:1–9;

Mark 13:3; John 13:23–25; 19:26,
27; 20:2–8; 21:7, 20

Ambitious and overzealous, Mark
10:35–41; Luke 9:54–56

Sent to prepare the Passover, Luke
22:8–13

With Peter, heals a man and is arrested,
Acts 3:1—4:22

Goes on missionary trip with Peter,
Acts 8:14–25

Exiled on Patmos, Rev 1:9
Author of Gospel, three epistles, and

the Revelation, John 21:23–25;
1 John; 2 John; 3 John; Rev 1:1

—The Baptist; OT prophecy concerning, Is
40:3–5; Mal 4:5

His birth announced and accomplished,
Luke 1:11–20, 57–80

Preaches repentance, Luke 3:1–20
Bears witness to Christ, John 1:19–36;

3:25–36
Baptizes Jesus, Matt 3:13–17
Jesus speaks about, Matt 11:7–19
Identified with Elijah, Matt 11:13, 14
Herod imprisons and kills, Matt

14:3–12
—Surnamed Mark: see MARK

JOIN
Woe to those who j  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 5:8
‘Come and let us j . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 50:5
of the rest dared j  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 5:13

JOINED
and mother and be j  . . . . . . . . .Gen 2:24
for him who is j  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 9:4
“Ephraim is j . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 4:17
what God has j  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 19:6
you be perfectly j  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:10
But he who is j . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:17
the whole body, j  . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:16

JOINT
j as He wrestled  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 32:25
My bones are out of j . . . . . . . . .Ps 22:14
j heirs with Christ  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:17
by what every j  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:16

JOINTS
and knit together by j . . . . . . . . .Col 2:19
and spirit, and of j . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 4:12

JONADAB (or Jehonadab)
David’s nephew; encourages Amnon in

sin, 2 Sam 13:3–5, 32–36
—Son of Rechab; father of the Rechabites,

Jer 35:5–19
Helps Jehu overthrow Baal, 2 Kin

10:15–28

JONAH
Prophet sent to Nineveh; rebels and is

punished, Jon 1
Repents and is saved, Jon 2
Preaches in Nineveh, Jon 3
Becomes angry at God’s mercy, Jon 4
Type of Christ’s resurrection, Matt

12:39, 40

JONATHAN
King Saul’s eldest son; his exploits in

battle, 1 Sam 13:2, 3; 14:1–14, 49

Saved from his father’s wrath, 1 Sam
14:24–45

Makes covenant with David; protects
him from Saul, 1 Sam 18:1–4;
19:1–7; 20:1–42; 23:15–18

Killed by Philistines, 1 Sam 31:2, 8
Mourned by David; his son provided

for, 2 Sam 1:17–27; 9:1–8
—Son of high priest Abiathar; faithful to

David, 2 Sam 15:26–36; 17:15–22
Informs Adonijah of Solomon’s

coronation, 1 Kin 1:41–49

JOPPA
Scene of Peter’s vision, Acts 10:5–23,

32

JORAM
See JEHORAM

JORDAN RIVER
Lot dwells near, Gen 13:8–13
Canaan’s eastern boundary, Num 34:12
Moses forbidden to cross, Deut 3:27
Miraculous dividing of, for Israel, Josh

3:1–17
by Elijah, 2 Kin 2:5–8
by Elisha, 2 Kin 2:13,14

Naaman healed in, 2 Kin 5:10–14
John baptizes in, Matt 3:6, 13–17

JOSEPH
Son of Jacob by Rachel, Gen 30:22–24
Loved by Jacob; hated by his brothers,

Gen 37:3–11
Sold into slavery, Gen 37:12–36
Unjustly imprisoned in Egypt, Gen

39:1–23
Interprets dreams in prison, Gen

40:1–23
Wins Pharaoh’s favor, Gen 41:1–44
Prepares Egypt for famine, Gen

41:45–57
Sells grain to his brothers, Gen 42—44
Reveals identity and reconciles with

brothers; sends for Jacob, Gen
45:1–28

Settles family in Egypt, Gen 47:1–12
His sons blessed by Jacob, Gen 48:1–22
Blessed by Jacob, Gen 49:22–26
Buries his father; reassures his brothers,

Gen 50:1–21
His death, Gen 50:22–26

—Husband of Mary, Jesus’ mother, Matt
1:16

Visited by angel, Matt 1:19–25
Takes Mary to Bethlehem, Luke 2:3–7
Protects Jesus from Herod, Matt

2:13–23
Jesus subject to, Luke 2:51

—Secret disciple from Arimathea; donates
tomb and assists in Christ’s burial,
Mark 15:42–46; Luke 23:50–53;
John 19:38–42

JOSES
One of Jesus’ half brothers, Matt 13:55

—The name of Barnabas, Acts 4:36

JOSHUA
See JESHUA

—Leader of Israel succeeding Moses, Num
27:18–23

Leads battle against Amalek, Ex
17:8–16

Sent as spy into Canaan; reports
favorably, Num 13:16–25; 14:6–9

Assumes command, Josh 1:1–18
Sends spies to Jericho, Josh 2:1
Leads Israel across Jordan, Josh 3:1–17
Sets up commemorative stones, Josh

4:1–24
Circumcises the people, Josh 5:2–9
Conquers Jericho, Josh 5:13—6:27
Punishes Achan, Josh 7:10–26
Conquers Canaan, Josh 8—12
Divides the land, Josh 13—19
Addresses rulers, Josh 23:1–16
Addresses the people, Josh 24:1–28
His death, Josh 24:29, 30

JOSIAH
Righteous king of Judah; son of Amon,

2 Kin 22:1, 2
Repairs the temple, 2 Kin 22:3–9
Hears the Law; spared for his humility,

2 Kin 22:10–20
Institutes reforms, 2 Kin 23:1–25
Killed in battle, 2 Chr 35:20–25

JOT
one j or one tittle . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:18

JOTHAM
Gideon’s youngest son; escapes

Abimelech’s massacre, Judg 9:5
Utters prophetic parable, Judg 9:7–21

—Righteous king of Judah; son of Azariah,
2 Kin 15:32–38; 2 Chr 27:1–9

JOURNEY
us go three days’ j  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 3:18
busy, or he is on a j  . . . . . . .1 Kin 18:27
Nevertheless I must j . . . . . . .Luke 13:33
wearied from His j  . . . . . . . . . . .John 4:6

JOY
LORD your God with j . . . . . . .Deut 28:47
heart to sing for j  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 29:13
is fullness of j  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 16:11
j comes in the morning  . . . . . . . .Ps 30:5
To God my exceeding j  . . . . . . . .Ps 43:4
You according to the j . . . . . . . . . . .Is 9:3
j you will draw  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 12:3
ashes, the oil of j  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 61:3
j shall be theirs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 61:7
shall sing for j . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 65:14
word was to me the j  . . . . . . . .Jer 15:16
receives it with j  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 13:20
Enter into the j  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 25:21
in my womb for j . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:44
there will be more j  . . . . . . . . .Luke 15:7
did not believe for j  . . . . . . . .Luke 24:41
My j may remain in  . . . . . . . .John 15:11
they may have My j  . . . . . . . .John 17:13
fill you with all j . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 15:13
that my j is the j  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 2:3
the Spirit is love, j  . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:22
brethren, my j and  . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:1
longsuffering with j  . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:11
are our glory and j  . . . . . . . .1 Thess 2:20
j that was set before  . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:2
count it all j  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .James 1:2
j inexpressible  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:8
with exceeding j  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:13
I have no greater j  . . . . . . . . . . .3 John 4

JOYFUL
And my soul shall be j  . . . . . . . . .Ps 35:9
Make a j shout to the . . . . . . . . .Ps 100:1
of prosperity be j  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:14
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and make them j  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 56:7
I am exceedingly j  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 7:4

JOZACHAR
Assassin of Joash, 2 Kin 12:19–21
Called Zabad, 2 Chr 24:26

JUBAL
Son of Lamech, Gen 4:21

JUDAH
Son of Jacob and Leah, Gen 29:30–35
Intercedes for Joseph, Gen 37:26, 27
Fails in duty to Tamar, Gen 38:1–30
Offers himself as Benjamin’s ransom,

Gen 44:18–34
Jacob bestows birthright on, Gen

49:3–10
Ancestor of Christ, Matt 1:3, 16

—Tribe of:
Prophecy concerning, Gen 49:8–12
Numbered at Sinai, Num 1:26, 27
Territory assigned to, Josh 15:1–63
Leads in conquest of Canaan, Judg

1:1–19
Makes David king, 2 Sam 2:1–11
Loyal to David and his house, 2 Sam

20:1, 2; 1 Kin 12:20
Becomes leader of southern kingdom,

1 Kin 14:21, 22
Taken to Babylon, 2 Kin 24:1–16
Returns after exile, 2 Chr 36:20–23

JUDAISM
And I advanced in J  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 1:14

JUDAS
Judas Lebbaeus, surnamed Thaddaeus,

Matt 10:3
One of Christ’s apostles, Luke 6:13, 16
Offers a question, John 14:22

—Judas Barsabas, a chief deputy, Acts
15:22–32

—Betrayer of Christ: see ISCARIOT

JUDE (or Judas)
Half brother of Christ, Matt 13:55
Does not believe in Christ, John 7:5
Becomes Christ’s disciple, Acts 1:14
Writes an epistle, Jude 1

JUDEA
Christ born in, Matt 2:1, 5, 6
Hostile toward Christ, John 7:1
Gospel preached in, Acts 8:1, 4
Churches established in, Acts 9:31

JUDGE
The LORD j between  . . . . . . . . .Gen 16:5
For the LORD will j  . . . . . . . . .Deut 32:36
coming to j the earth  . . . . . .1 Chr 16:33
Rise up, O J of the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 94:2
sword the LORD will j  . . . . . . . . .Is 66:16
deliver you to the j . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:25
“J not, that you be not  . . . . . . . .Matt 7:1
“Man, who made Me a j  . . . .Luke 12:14
j who did not fear God . . . . . . .Luke 18:2
As I hear, I j . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 5:30
Do not j according  . . . . . . . . . .John 7:24
I j no one . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 8:15
j the world but to . . . . . . . . . .John 12:47
this, O man, you who j . . . . . . . .Rom 2:3
then how will God j  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:6
Therefore let us not j  . . . . . . .Rom 14:13
Christ, who will j . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 4:1
Lord, the righteous J  . . . . . . . .2 Tim 4:8
heaven, to God the J  . . . . . . . .Heb 12:23
But if you j the law . . . . . . . . .James 4:11

are you to j another  . . . . . . . .James 4:12

JUDGES
j who delivered  . . . . . . . . . . . .Judg 2:16
in the days when the j  . . . . . . . .Ruth 1:1
Surely He is God who j  . . . . . . .Ps 58:11
He j among the gods  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 82:1
He makes the j of the  . . . . . . . . .Is 40:23
j are evening wolves  . . . . . . . . .Zeph 3:3
For the Father j  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 5:22
he who is spiritual j  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 2:15
j me is the Lord  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 4:4
Him who j righteously . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:23

JUDGMENT
show partiality in j . . . . . . . . . .Deut 1:17
Teach me good j  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:66
him in right j  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 28:26
from prison and from j  . . . . . . . . .Is 53:8
I will also speak j  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 4:12
j was made in favor of  . . . . . . . .Dan 7:22
be in danger of the j . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:21
will rise up in the j  . . . . . . . .Matt 12:42
shall not come into j  . . . . . . . .John 5:24
and My j is righteous  . . . . . . . .John 5:30
if I do judge, My j . . . . . . . . . . .John 8:16
Now is the j  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 12:31
the righteous j  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:32
j which came from one . . . . . . .Rom 5:16
all stand before the j . . . . . . . .Rom 14:10
eats and drinks j  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 11:29
appear before the j  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:10
after this the j . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:27
For j is without mercy  . . . . . .James 2:13
receive a stricter j  . . . . . . . . . .James 3:1
time has come for j  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:17
a long time their j  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:3
darkness for the j  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 6

JUDGMENTS
The j of the LORD are  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 19:9
j are a great deep . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 36:6
I dread, for Your j  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:39
unsearchable are His j  . . . . . .Rom 11:33
righteous are His j  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 19:2

JULIUS
Roman centurion assigned to guard

Paul, Acts 27:1–44

JUST
Noah was a j man  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 6:9
Hear a j cause  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 17:1
It is a joy for the j . . . . . . . . . .Prov 21:15
j man who perishes  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:15
For there is not a j  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:20
j is uprightness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 26:7
the blood of the j  . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 4:13
j shall live by his  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hab 2:4
He is j and having  . . . . . . . . . . .Zech 9:9
her husband, being a j  . . . . . . .Matt 1:19
resurrection of the j . . . . . . . .Luke 14:14
j persons who need no . . . . . . .Luke 15:7
the Holy One and the J  . . . . . . .Acts 3:14
dead, both of the j  . . . . . . . . .Acts 24:15
j shall live by faith  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:17
that He might be j  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:26
whatever things are j  . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:8
j men made perfect . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:23
have murdered the j . . . . . . . . .James 5:6
He is faithful and j . . . . . . . . . .1 John 1:9
J and true are Your  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 15:3

JUSTICE
for all His ways are j  . . . . . . . .Deut 32:4
the Almighty pervert j  . . . . . . . . .Job 8:3

j as the noonday  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 37:6
and Your poor with j  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 72:2
He will bring j  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 72:4
Do j to the afflicted  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 82:3
and j are the  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 89:14
revenues without j  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 16:8
do not understand j  . . . . . . . . .Prov 28:5
j the measuring line  . . . . . . . . . .Is 28:17
the LORD is a God of j  . . . . . . . . .Is 30:18
He will bring forth j  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 42:1
No one calls for j  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 59:4
J is turned back  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 59:14
I, the LORD, love j  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 61:8
you, O home of j . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 31:23
plundering, execute j  . . . . . . . .Ezek 45:9
truth, and His ways j . . . . . . . . .Dan 4:37
observe mercy and j  . . . . . . . . .Hos 12:6
‘Execute true j . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Zech 7:9
“Where is the God of j  . . . . . . .Mal 2:17
And He will declare j  . . . . . . .Matt 12:18
His humiliation His j  . . . . . . . .Acts 8:33

JUSTIFICATION
because of our j  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 4:25
offenses resulted in j  . . . . . . . .Rom 5:16
men, resulting in j  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:18

JUSTIFIED
Me that you may be j  . . . . . . . . .Job 40:8
of Israel shall be j  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 45:25
words you will be j  . . . . . . . .Matt 12:37
But wisdom is j  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 7:35
j rather than the  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 18:14
who believes is j . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 13:39
“That You may be j  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:4
law no flesh will be j  . . . . . . . .Rom 3:20
j freely by His grace  . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:24
having been j by  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:1
these He also j  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:30
but you were j  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:11
that we might be j  . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 2:16
no flesh shall be j . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 2:16
who attempt to be j  . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:4
j in the Spirit  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:16
then that a man is j  . . . . . . . .James 2:24
the harlot also j  . . . . . . . . . . .James 2:25

JUSTIFIER
be just and the j  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:26

JUSTIFIES
He who j the wicked  . . . . . . .Prov 17:15
It is God who j  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:33

JUSTIFY
j the wicked for a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 5:23
wanting to j himself . . . . . . . .Luke 10:29
“You are those who j  . . . . . . .Luke 16:15
is one God who will j  . . . . . . . .Rom 3:30
that God would j  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:8

JUSTLY
of you but to do j . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 6:8
And we indeed j  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 23:41
how devoutly and j  . . . . . . .1 Thess 2:10

JUSTUS
Surname of Joseph, a disciple, Acts 1:23

—Man of Corinth; befriends Paul, Acts
18:7

K

KADESH
Spies sent from, Num 13:3, 26
Moses strikes rock at, Num 20:1–13
Boundary in the new Israel, Ezek 47:19
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KADESH BARNEA
Boundary of Promised Land, Num

34:1–4
Limit of Joshua’s military campaign,

Josh 10:41

KEEP
k you wherever you  . . . . . . . .Gen 28:15
day, to k it holy . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 20:8
and k My judgments  . . . . . . . .Lev 25:18
k all My commandments . . . . .1 Kin 6:12
and that You would k  . . . . . . .1 Chr 4:10
Even he who cannot k  . . . . . . . .Ps 22:29
K my soul  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 25:20
do not k silence  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 35:22
k Your righteous  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:106
k them in the midst of  . . . . . . .Prov 4:21
K your heart with all  . . . . . . . .Prov 4:23
a time to k silence  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 3:7
Let all the earth k  . . . . . . . . . . .Hab 2:20
k the commandments  . . . . . .Matt 19:17
If you love Me, k  . . . . . . . . . .John 14:15
k through Your name  . . . . . . .John 17:11
orderly and k the law  . . . . . . .Acts 21:24
Let your women k  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:34
k the unity of the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:3
k yourself pure . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:22
k His commandments  . . . . . . .1 John 2:3
k yourselves in the  . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 21
k you from stumbling  . . . . . . . . .Jude 24
k those things  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:3

KEEPER
Am I my brother’s k  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 4:9
The LORD is your k . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 121:5

KEEPERS
in the day when the k . . . . . . . .Eccl 12:3

KEEPS
the faithful God who k . . . . . . . .Deut 7:9
k truth forever . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 146:6
k his way preserves  . . . . . . . .Prov 16:17
k the commandment  . . . . . . .Prov 19:16
Whoever k the law is a . . . . . . .Prov 28:7
none of you k the law . . . . . . . .John 7:19
born of God k himself  . . . . . .1 John 5:18
and k his garments  . . . . . . . . .Rev 16:15

KEILAH
Town of Judah; rescued from Philistines

by David, 1 Sam 23:1–5
Prepares to betray David; he escapes, 1

Sam 23:6–13

KENITES
Canaanite tribe whose land is promised

to Abraham’s seed, Gen 15:19
Subjects of Balaam’s prophecy, Num

24:20–22
Settle with Judahites, Judg 1:16
Spared by Saul in war with Amalekites,

1 Sam 15:6

KEPT
For I have k the ways . . . . . .2 Sam 22:22
vineyard I have not k  . . . . . . . . .Song 1:6
these things I have k  . . . . . . .Matt 19:20
all these things I have k  . . . .Mark 10:20
k all these things  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:19
love, just as I have k . . . . . . . .John 15:10
k back part of the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 5:2
I have k the faith  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 4:7
who are k by the power  . . . . . .1 Pet 1:5
which now exist are k . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:7

KETURAH
Abraham’s second wife, Gen 25:1

Sons of:
Listed, Gen 25:1, 2
Given gifts and sent away, Gen 25:6

KEY
The k of the house of  . . . . . . . . .Is 22:22
have taken away the k  . . . . . .Luke 11:52
“He who has the k  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:7
heaven, having the k  . . . . . . . . .Rev 20:1

KEYS
I will give you the k  . . . . . . . .Matt 16:19
And I have the k  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:18

KIBROTH HATTAAVAH
Burial site of Israelites slain by God,

Num 11:33–35

KICK
is hard for you to k  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 9:5

KIDNAPPERS
for sodomites, for k  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:10

KIDNAPS
“He who k a man and  . . . . . . . .Ex 21:16

KIDRON
Valley near Jerusalem; crossed by David

and Christ, 2 Sam 15:23; John 18:1
Idols dumped there, 2 Chr 29:16

KILL
who finds me will k  . . . . . . . . .Gen 4:14
k the Passover . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 12:21
I k and I make alive  . . . . . . . .Deut 32:39
“Am I God, to k  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Kin 5:7
a time to k  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 3:3
to save life or to k  . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 3:4
of them they will k  . . . . . . . .Luke 11:49
afraid of those who k  . . . . . . . .Luke 12:4
Why do you seek to k . . . . . . . .John 7:19
“Rise, Peter; k and eat  . . . . . .Acts 10:13

KILLED
Abel his brother and k  . . . . . . . .Gen 4:8
For I have k a man for . . . . . . . .Gen 4:23
LORD k all the  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 13:15
Your servant has k  . . . . . . . .1 Sam 17:36
for Your sake we are k  . . . . . . . .Ps 44:22
and scribes, and be k  . . . . . . .Matt 16:21
Siloam fell and k them  . . . . . . .Luke 13:4
k the Prince of life  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 3:15
me, and by it k . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 7:11
“For Your sake we are k  . . . . . .Rom 8:36
who k both the Lord  . . . . . .1 Thess 2:15
martyr, who was k  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:13

KILLS
“The LORD k and  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 2:6
the one who k the  . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:37
for the letter k  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 3:6
KIND
animals after their k  . . . . . . . . .Gen 6:20
k can come out by . . . . . . . . . .Mark 9:29
For He is k to the . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 6:35
suffers long and is k  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:4
And be k to one  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:32

KINDLED
When His wrath is k  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 2:12
I, the LORD, have k . . . . . . . . .Ezek 20:48
wish it were already k  . . . . . .Luke 12:49

KINDLY
The LORD deal k  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ruth 1:8
Julius treated Paul k  . . . . . . . . .Acts 27:3
k affectionate to one . . . . . . . .Rom 12:10

KINDNESS
may the LORD show k . . . . . . . .2 Sam 2:6

anger, abundant in k . . . . . . . . .Neh 9:17
me His marvelous k  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 31:21
For His merciful k  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 117:2
tongue is the law of k  . . . . . . .Prov 31:26
k shall not depart  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 54:10
I remember you, the k  . . . . . . . . .Jer 2:2
by longsuffering, by k  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 6:6
longsuffering, k  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:22
But when the k and the  . . . . . . .Titus 3:4
and to brotherly k  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:7
KING
Then Melchizedek k  . . . . . . . .Gen 14:18
days there was no k  . . . . . . . . .Judg 17:6
said, “Give us a k  . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 8:6
“Long live the k . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 10:24
they anointed David k  . . . . . . .2 Sam 2:4
Yet I have set My K  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 2:6
The LORD is K forever  . . . . . . . .Ps 10:16
K answer us when we  . . . . . . . . .Ps 20:9
And the K of glory  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 24:7
k is saved by the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 33:16
k Your judgments  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 72:1
For God is my K  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 74:12
do who succeeds the k  . . . . . . .Eccl 2:12
out of prison to be k  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 4:14
when your k is a child . . . . . . .Eccl 10:16
In the year that K  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 6:1
k will reign in  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 32:1
the LORD is our K  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 33:22
Is not her K in her  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 8:19
and the everlasting K  . . . . . . . .Jer 10:10
k of Babylon, k . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 26:7
I gave you a k in My  . . . . . . . .Hos 13:11
the LORD shall be K  . . . . . . . . .Zech 14:9
He who has been born K  . . . . . .Matt 2:2
This Is Jesus the K  . . . . . . . . .Matt 27:37
by force to make Him k  . . . . . .John 6:15
“Behold your K  . . . . . . . . . . .John 19:14
there is another k  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 17:7
Now to the K eternal  . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:17
only Potentate, the K  . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:15
this Melchizedek, k  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 7:1
Honor the k  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:17
K of kings and Lord of  . . . . . . .Rev 19:16
KINGDOM
you shall be to Me a k  . . . . . . . . .Ex 19:6
LORD has torn the k  . . . . . . .1 Sam 15:28
Yours is the k . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Chr 29:11
k is the LORD’s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 22:28
the scepter of Your k  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 45:6
in heaven, and His k  . . . . . . . .Ps 103:19
is an everlasting k  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 145:13
k which shall never be  . . . . . . .Dan 2:44
High rules in the k  . . . . . . . . . .Dan 4:17
k shall be the LORD’s  . . . . . . . . .Obad 21
“Repent, for the k  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 3:2
for Yours is the k  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:13
But seek first the k . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:33
the mysteries of the k  . . . . . .Matt 13:11
are the sons of the k  . . . . . . .Matt 13:38
of such is the k  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 19:14
up to half of my k  . . . . . . . . . .Mark 6:23
are not far from the k  . . . . . .Mark 12:34
back, is fit for the k  . . . . . . . . .Luke 9:62
against nation, and k  . . . . . . .Luke 21:10
he cannot see the k  . . . . . . . . . .John 3:3
he cannot enter the k . . . . . . . . .John 3:5
If My k were of this  . . . . . . . .John 18:36
for the k of God is  . . . . . . . . .Rom 14:17
when He delivers the k  . . . .1 Cor 15:24
will not inherit the k  . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:21
the scepter of Your k . . . . . . . . . .Heb 1:8
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we are receiving a k  . . . . . . . .Heb 12:28
into the everlasting k  . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:11

KINGDOMS
the k were moved  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 46:6
tremble, who shook k . . . . . . . . .Is 14:16
showed Him all the k  . . . . . . . . .Matt 4:8
have become the k  . . . . . . . . .Rev 11:15

KINGS
The k of the earth set  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 2:2
k shall fall down  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 72:11
He is awesome to the k  . . . . . . .Ps 76:12
By me k reign  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 8:15
He will stand before k  . . . . . .Prov 22:29
k is unsearchable  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 25:3
that which destroys k  . . . . . . . .Prov 31:3
it is not for k  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 31:4
K shall be your foster  . . . . . . . . .Is 49:23
“They set up k  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 8:4
before governors and k  . . . . .Matt 10:18
k have desired to see  . . . . . . .Luke 10:24
You have reigned as k . . . . . . . .1 Cor 4:8
and has made us k . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:6
that the way of the k  . . . . . . . .Rev 16:12
may eat the flesh of k  . . . . . . .Rev 19:18

KIRJATH ARBA
Ancient name of Hebron, Gen 23:2
Possessed by Judah, Judg 1:10

KIRJATH JEARIM
Gibeonite town, Josh 9:17
Ark taken from, 1 Chr 13:5

KISH
Benjamite of Gibeah; father of King

Saul, 1 Sam 9:1–3

KISHON
River of north Palestine; Sisera’s army

swept away by, Judg 4:7, 13
Elijah executes prophets of Baal at,

1 Kin 18:40

KISS
K the Son  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 2:12
Let him k me with the  . . . . . . . .Song 1:2
You gave Me no k  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 7:45
another with a holy k  . . . . . . .Rom 16:16
one another with a k  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:14

KISSED
And they k one another  . . . .1 Sam 20:41
and k Him  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 26:49
and she k His feet and  . . . . . . .Luke 7:38

KNEE
that to Me every k  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 45:23
And they bowed the k  . . . . . .Matt 27:29
have not bowed the k . . . . . . . .Rom 11:4
every k shall bow to  . . . . . . . .Rom 14:11
of Jesus every k  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:10

KNEES
make firm the feeble k  . . . . . . . . .Is 35:3
be dandled on her k  . . . . . . . . . .Is 66:12
this reason I bow my k  . . . . . . .Eph 3:14
and the feeble k  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:12

KNEW
Adam k Eve his wife  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 4:1
in the womb I k  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 1:5
to them, ‘I never k . . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:23
k what was in man . . . . . . . . . .John 2:25
For He made Him who k  . . . .2 Cor 5:21

KNIT
of Jonathan was k  . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 18:1
k me together with  . . . . . . . . .Job 10:11

be encouraged, being k  . . . . . . . .Col 2:2

KNOCK
k, and it will be  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:7
at the door and k  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:20

KNOW
k good and evil  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 3:22
and I did not k  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 28:16
k that I am the LORD  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 6:7
k that there is no God . . . . . . .2 Kin 5:15
you, my son Solomon, k  . . . . .1 Chr 28:9
Hear it, and k for  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 5:27
and k nothing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 8:9
k that my Redeemer  . . . . . . . . .Job 19:25
‘What does God k  . . . . . . . . . .Job 22:13
k Your name will put  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 9:10
k that I am God  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 46:10
make me to k wisdom  . . . . . . . . .Ps 51:6
Who can k it . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 17:9
saying, ‘K the LORD  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 31:34
for you to k justice  . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 3:1
k what hour your Lord  . . . . . .Matt 24:42
an oath, “I do not k  . . . . . . . .Matt 26:72
the world did not k  . . . . . . . . .John 1:10
We speak what We k  . . . . . . . .John 3:11
k what we worship  . . . . . . . . .John 4:22
k that You are  . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 6:69
hear My voice, and I k  . . . . . .John 10:27
If you k these things . . . . . . . .John 13:17
k whom I have chosen  . . . . . .John 13:18
we are sure that You k  . . . . . .John 16:30
k that I love You  . . . . . . . . . .John 21:15
k times or seasons  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 1:7
and said, “Jesus I k  . . . . . . . . .Acts 19:15
wisdom did not k  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:21
nor can he k them  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 2:14
For we k in part and  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:9
k a man in Christ who  . . . . . .2 Cor 12:2
k the love of Christ  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 3:19
k whom I have believed  . . . . .2 Tim 1:12
so that they may k  . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:25
this we k that we k Him  . . . . .1 John 2:3
He who says, “I k  . . . . . . . . . .1 John 2:4
and you k all things . . . . . . . .1 John 2:20
By this we k love  . . . . . . . . .1 John 3:16
k that we are of the . . . . . . . .1 John 3:19
k that He abides  . . . . . . . . . .1 John 3:24
k that we are of God  . . . . . . .1 John 5:19
“I k your works  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:2

KNOWLEDGE
and the tree of the k  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 2:9
LORD is the God of k  . . . . . . . .1 Sam 2:3
Can anyone teach God k  . . . . .Job 21:22
who is perfect in k  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 36:4
unto night reveals k . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 19:2
k is too wonderful  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 139:6
k the depths were  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:20
k rather than  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 8:10
Wise people store up k  . . . . . .Prov 10:14
k is easy to him who  . . . . . . . .Prov 14:6
k spares his words  . . . . . . . . .Prov 17:27
a soul to be without k . . . . . . . .Prov 19:2
and he who increases k . . . . . . .Eccl 1:18
k is that wisdom  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:12
no work or device or k  . . . . . . .Eccl 9:10
Whom will he teach k  . . . . . . . . .Is 28:9
k shall increase . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 12:4
you have rejected k  . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 4:6
having more accurate k  . . . . .Acts 24:22
having the form of k . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:20
by the law is the k of sin  . . . . .Rom 3:20
K puffs up  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 8:1

whether there is k  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:8
Christ which passes k  . . . . . . . .Eph 3:19
is falsely called k  . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:20
in the grace and k  . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:18

KNOWN
In Judah God is k . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 76:1
my mouth will I make k . . . . . . . .Ps 89:1
If you had k Me  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 8:19
My sheep, and am k . . . . . . . .John 10:14
The world has not k  . . . . . . . .John 17:25
peace they have not k  . . . . . . .Rom 3:17
I would not have k  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 7:7
“For who has k  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:34
after you have k  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 4:9
requests be made k  . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:6
k the Holy Scriptures  . . . . . . .2 Tim 3:15
KNOWS
For God k that in  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 3:5
k the secrets of the  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 44:21
he understands and k  . . . . . . . . .Jer 9:24
k what is in the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 2:22
k those who trust  . . . . . . . . . . . .Nah 1:7
k the things you have . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:8
and hour no one k  . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:36
k who the Son is  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 10:22
but God k your hearts  . . . . . .Luke 16:15
searches the hearts k  . . . . . . . .Rom 8:27
k the things of God . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 2:11
k those who are His  . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:19
to him who k to do . . . . . . . . .James 4:17
and k all things  . . . . . . . . . . .1 John 3:20
written which no one k  . . . . . . .Rev 2:17
KOHATH

Second son of Levi, Gen 46:8, 11
Brother of Jochebed, mother of Aaron

and Moses, Ex 6:16–20
KOHATHITES

Numbered, Num 3:27, 28
Duties assigned to, Num 4:15–20
Leaders of temple music, 1 Chr

6:31–38; 2 Chr 20:19
KORAH

Leads rebellion against Moses and
Aaron; supernaturally destroyed,
Num 16:1–35

Sons of, not destroyed, Num 26:9–11

L

LABAN
Son of Bethuel; brother of Rebekah;

father of Leah and Rachel, Gen
24:15, 24, 29; 29:16

Agrees to Rebekah’s marriage to Isaac,
Gen 24:50, 51

Entertains Jacob, Gen 29:1–14
Substitutes Leah for Rachel, Gen

29:15–30
Agrees to division of cattle; grows

resentful of Jacob, Gen 30:25—31:2
Pursues Jacob and makes covenant with

him, Gen 31:21–55
LABOR
Six days you shall l  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 20:9
why then do I l  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 9:29
their boast is only l  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 90:10
The l of the righteous . . . . . . .Prov 10:16
l will increase  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 13:11
l there is profit  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 14:23
things are full of l  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 1:8
has man for all his l  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 2:22

KINGDOMS 1902 LABOR



He shall see the l  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:11
“Before she was in l  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 66:7
from the womb to see l  . . . . . . .Jer 20:18
to Me, all you who l . . . . . . . .Matt 11:28
Do not l for the  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 6:27
knowing that your l  . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:58
but rather let him l  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:28
mean fruit from my l  . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:22
your work of faith, l . . . . . . . .1 Thess 1:3
forget your work and l  . . . . . . .Heb 6:10
your works, your l  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:2

LABORED
l more abundantly than  . . . .1 Cor 15:10
for you, lest I have l  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 4:11

LABORERS
but the l are few  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 9:37

LABORING
of a l man is sweet  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 5:12
l night and day  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 2:9

LABORS
The person who l  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 16:26
is no end to all his l  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 4:8
entered into their l . . . . . . . . . .John 4:38
creation groans and l  . . . . . . . .Rom 8:22
l more abundant . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:23
may rest from their l  . . . . . . . .Rev 14:13

LACHISH
Defeated by Joshua, Josh 10:3–33
Taken by Sennacherib, 2 Kin 18:13–17;

Is 36:1, 2; 37:8

LACK
anyone perish for l  . . . . . . . . . .Job 31:19
the LORD shall not l  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 34:10
to the poor will not l  . . . . . . .Prov 28:27
What do I still l  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 19:20
“One thing you l  . . . . . . . . . .Mark 10:21

LACKED
among them who l  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 4:34

LACKING
the things that are l  . . . . . . . . . .Titus 1:5

LADDER
and behold, a l  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 28:12

LADEN
nation, a people l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:4
and are heavy l  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 11:28

LADIES
wisest l answered her . . . . . . . .Judg 5:29
very day the noble l  . . . . . . . . .Esth 1:18

LADY
‘I shall be a l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 47:7
To the elect l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 John 1

LAGGING
not l in diligence  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 12:11

LAHAI ROI
Name of a well, Gen 16:7, 14
Same as Beer Lahai Roi, Gen 24:62

LAID
But man dies and is l  . . . . . . . .Job 14:10
the place where they l . . . . . . .Mark 16:6
“Where have you l  . . . . . . . . .John 11:34

LAISH
Called Leshem, Josh 19:47; Judg 18:29
Taken by Danites, Judg 18:7, 14, 27

LAKE
cast alive into the l  . . . . . . . . .Rev 19:20

LAMB
but where is the l  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 22:7
took the poor man’s l . . . . . . .2 Sam 12:4
shall dwell with the l  . . . . . . . . . .Is 11:6
He was led as a l  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:7
l shall feed together  . . . . . . . . . .Is 65:25
The L of God who takes  . . . . . .John 1:29
of Christ, as of a l  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:19
the elders, stood a L  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 5:6
“Worthy is the L  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 5:12
by the blood of the L  . . . . . . . .Rev 12:11
Book of Life of the L  . . . . . . . . .Rev 13:8
supper of the L  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 19:9

LAME
l take the prey  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 33:23
l shall leap like a . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 35:6
when you offer the l  . . . . . . . . . .Mal 1:8
blind see and the l  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 11:5
And a certain man l  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 3:2
so that what is l  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:13

LAMECH
Son of Methushael, of Cain’s race, Gen

4:17, 18
—Son of Methuselah; father of Noah, Gen

5:25–31

LAMENTATION
was heard in Ramah, l . . . . . . . .Jer 31:15
was heard in Ramah, l  . . . . . . .Matt 2:18
and made great l . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 8:2

LAMP
For You are my l  . . . . . . . . .2 Sam 22:29
“How often is the l . . . . . . . . . .Job 21:17
You will light my l  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 18:28
Your word is a l  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:105
the l of the wicked  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 13:9
his l will be put out  . . . . . . . .Prov 20:20
Nor do they light a l . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:15
“The l of the body  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:22
when he has lit a l  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 8:16
l gives you light  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 11:36
does not light a l  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 15:8
burning and shining l  . . . . . . . .John 5:35
l shall not shine . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 18:23
They need no l nor  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 22:5

LAMPS
he made its seven l  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 37:23
Jerusalem with l  . . . . . . . . . . .Zeph 1:12
and trimmed their l  . . . . . . . . .Matt 25:7
Seven l of fire  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 4:5

LAMPSTAND
branches of the l  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 25:32
and there is a l  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Zech 4:2
a basket, but on a l . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:15
in which was the l  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:2
and remove your l  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:5

LAND
l that I will show you  . . . . . . . .Gen 12:1
l flowing with milk  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 3:8
l which I am giving . . . . . . . . . . .Josh 1:2
is heard in our l  . . . . . . . . . . . .Song 2:12
they will see the l . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 33:17
Bethlehem, in the l  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 2:6

LANDMARK
your neighbor’s l  . . . . . . . . . .Deut 19:14
remove the ancient l  . . . . . . .Prov 22:28
those who remove a l  . . . . . . . .Hos 5:10

LANGUAGE
whole earth had one l  . . . . . . . .Gen 11:1
is no speech nor l  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 19:3

a people of strange l . . . . . . . . . .Ps 114:1
the peoples a pure l  . . . . . . . . . .Zeph 3:9
speak in his own l  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 2:6
blasphemy, filthy l  . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 3:8

LANGUAGES
according to their l  . . . . . . . . .Gen 10:20
be, so many kinds of l . . . . . .1 Cor 14:10

LAODICEA
Paul’s concern for, Col 2:1; 4:12–16
Letter to church of, Rev 3:14–22

LAST
He shall stand at l . . . . . . . . . . .Job 19:25
First and I am the L  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 44:6
l man the same as  . . . . . . . . .Matt 20:14
l will be first  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 20:16
children, it is the l  . . . . . . . .1 John 2:18
the First and the L . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:11

LATTER
former rain, and the l  . . . . . . . .Joel 2:23
l times some will  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 4:1

LATTICE
I looked through my l . . . . . . . . .Prov 7:6
gazing through the l . . . . . . . . . .Song 2:9

LAUGH
Why did Sarah l  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 18:13
“God has made me l  . . . . . . . . .Gen 21:6
You, O LORD, shall l  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 59:8
Woe to you who l  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 6:25

LAUGHS
he l at the threat of  . . . . . . . . .Job 41:29
The Lord l at him  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 37:13

LAUGHTER
was filled with l . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 126:2
your l be turned to  . . . . . . . . . .James 4:9

LAW
stones a copy of the l  . . . . . . . .Josh 8:32
When He made a l  . . . . . . . . . .Job 28:26
The l of the LORD is  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 19:7
The l of his God is in  . . . . . . . . .Ps 37:31
I delight in Your l  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:70
The l of Your mouth is  . . . . . . .Ps 119:72
l is my delight  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:77
Oh, how I love Your l  . . . . . . .Ps 119:97
And Your l is truth . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:142
and the l a light  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 6:23
shall go forth the l  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 2:3
l will proceed from Me  . . . . . . . . .Is 51:4
in whose heart is My l  . . . . . . . . .Is 51:7
the L is no more  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 2:9
The l of truth was in  . . . . . . . . . .Mal 2:6
to destroy the L  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:17
for this is the L  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:12
hang all the L and the  . . . . . .Matt 22:40
“The l and the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 16:16
l was given through  . . . . . . . . .John 1:17
“Does our l judge a  . . . . . . . . .John 7:51
l is the knowledge  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:20
because the l brings  . . . . . . . . .Rom 4:15
when there is no l  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:13
you are not under l  . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:14
Is the l sin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 7:7
For we know that the l  . . . . . . .Rom 7:14
warring against the l  . . . . . . . .Rom 7:23
For what the l could  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:3
who are without l . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 9:21
l that I might live  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 2:19
under guard by the l  . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:23
born under the l  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 4:4
l is fulfilled in one  . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:14

LABORED 1903 LAW



l is not made for a  . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:9
into the perfect l  . . . . . . . . . .James 1:25
fulfill the royal l  . . . . . . . . . . . .James 2:8

LAWFUL
doing what is not l  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 12:2
Is it l to pay taxes . . . . . . . . . .Matt 22:17
All things are l  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:12

LAWGIVER
Judah is My l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 60:7
the LORD is our L  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 33:22
There is one L  . . . . . . . . . . . .James 4:12

LAWLESS
l one will be revealed  . . . . . .2 Thess 2:8
and hearing their l  . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:8

LAWLESSNESS
Me, you who practice l  . . . . . .Matt 7:23
l is already at work  . . . . . . . .2 Thess 2:7
and hated l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 1:9
and sin is l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 John 3:4

LAWYERS
l rejected the will of . . . . . . . . .Luke 7:30
Woe to you also, l  . . . . . . . . .Luke 11:46

LAY
nowhere to l His head  . . . . . . .Matt 8:20
l hands may receive  . . . . . . . . .Acts 8:19
Do not l hands on  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:22
l aside all  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .James 1:21

LAZARUS
Beggar described in a parable, Luke

16:20–25
—Brother of Mary and Martha; raised

from the dead, John 11:1–44
Attends a supper, John 12:1, 2
Jews seek to kill, John 12:9–11

LAZINESS
L casts one into a  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 19:15
l the building decays  . . . . . . . .Eccl 10:18

LAZY
l man will be put to  . . . . . . . .Prov 12:24
l man does not roast . . . . . . . .Prov 12:27
soul of a l man desires  . . . . . . .Prov 13:4
l man buries his hand . . . . . . .Prov 19:24
by the field of the l . . . . . . . . .Prov 24:30
l man is wiser in his . . . . . . . .Prov 26:16
wicked and l servant  . . . . . . .Matt 25:26
liars, evil beasts, l  . . . . . . . . . .Titus 1:12

LEAD
they sank like l  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 15:10
L me in Your truth and  . . . . . . . .Ps 25:5
L me and guide me  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 31:3
Your hand shall l  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 139:10
And do not l us into  . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:13
“Can the blind l . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 6:39

LEADS
He l me beside the  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 23:2
He l me in the paths  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 23:3
And if the blind l  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 15:14
by name and l them out  . . . . . .John 10:3
the goodness of God l . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:4

LEAF
plucked olive l  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 8:11
Will You frighten a l  . . . . . . . . .Job 13:25
l will be green  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 17:8

LEAH
Laban’s eldest daughter; given to Jacob

deceitfully, Gen 29:16–27
Unloved by Jacob, but bears children,

Gen 29:30–35; 30:16–21

LEAN
all your heart, and l  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:5
Yet they l on the LORD  . . . . . . . .Mic 3:11

LEANING
Then, l back on Jesus’  . . . . . .John 13:25
l on the top of his  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:21

LEANNESS
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l know that they will . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 9:5
Why should a l man  . . . . . . . . .Lam 3:39
the dead, but of the l  . . . . . . .Matt 22:32
Why do you seek the l  . . . . . . .Luke 24:5
to be Judge of the l  . . . . . . . . .Acts 10:42
who will judge the l  . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 4:1
the word of God is l  . . . . . . . . .Heb 4:12
ready to judge the l  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:5
l creature was like a  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 4:7

LO-AMMI
Symbolic name of Hosea’s son, Hos 1:8,

9

LO-RUHAMAH
Symbolic name of Hosea’s daughter,

Hos 1:6

LOAD
shall bear his own l  . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 6:5

LOATHE
I l my life  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 7:16
l themselves for the  . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 6:9

LOATHSOME
but a wicked man is l  . . . . . . . .Prov 13:5

LOAVES
have here only five l  . . . . . . .Matt 14:17
He took the seven l  . . . . . . . .Matt 15:36

lend me three l  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 11:5
you ate of the l . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 6:26

LOCUST
What the chewing l  . . . . . . . . . . .Joel 1:4
left, the swarming l  . . . . . . . . . . .Joel 1:4

LOCUSTS
as numerous as l . . . . . . . . . . . .Judg 7:12
He spoke, and l came . . . . . . . .Ps 105:34
the l have no king  . . . . . . . . .Prov 30:27
and his food was l  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 3:4
waist, and he ate l . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 1:6
out of the smoke l  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 9:3

LODGED
them in and l them . . . . . . . . .Acts 10:23
children, if she has l . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:10

LOFTILY
they speak l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:8

LOFTY
haughty, nor my eyes l . . . . . . . .Ps 131:1
Wisdom is too l  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 24:7
l are their eyes  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 30:13
and L One who  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 57:15

LOINS
gird up the l of your  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:13

LONG
your days may be l . . . . . . . . . .Deut 5:16
who l for death  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 3:21
me the thing that I l  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 6:8
I l for Your salvation  . . . . . . .Ps 119:174
go around in l robes  . . . . . . .Mark 12:38
how greatly I l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:8

LONGSUFFERING
and gracious, l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 86:15
is love, joy, peace, l  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:22
and gentleness, with l  . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:2
for all patience and l  . . . . . . . . .Col 1:11
might show all l  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:16
when once the Divine l  . . . . . .1 Pet 3:20
and consider that the l  . . . . . .2 Pet 3:15
LOOK
Do not l behind you  . . . . . . . .Gen 19:17
who has a haughty l . . . . . . . . . .Ps 101:5
A proud l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 6:17
that day a man will l  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 17:7
L upon Zion  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 33:20
“L to Me  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 45:22
we l for light  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 59:9
we l for justice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 59:11
l on Me whom they  . . . . . . . .Zech 12:10
say to you, ‘L here  . . . . . . . . .Luke 17:23
of Israel could not l . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 3:7
while we do not l  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 4:18
Let each of you l  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:4
L to yourselves . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 John 8
LOOKED
But when I l for good  . . . . . . . .Job 30:26
They l to Him and were  . . . . . . . .Ps 34:5
For He l down from the  . . . . . .Ps 102:19
He l for justice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 5:7
“We l for peace . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 8:15
“You l for much  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hag 1:9
the Lord turned and l . . . . . . .Luke 22:61
for he l to the reward  . . . . . . .Heb 11:26
LOOKING
the plow, and l back  . . . . . . . .Luke 9:62
l for the blessed hope  . . . . . . .Titus 2:13
l unto Jesus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:2
l carefully lest  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:15
l for the mercy of  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 21
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LOOKS
Absalom for his good l  . . . . .2 Sam 14:25
Then he l at men and  . . . . . . . .Job 33:27
God l down from heaven  . . . . . . .Ps 53:2
The lofty l of man . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 2:11
to you that whoever l . . . . . . . .Matt 5:28

LOOM
and the web from the l  . . . . . .Judg 16:14
cuts me off from the l  . . . . . . . . .Is 38:12

LOOSE
l the armor of kings  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 45:1
and whatever you l  . . . . . . . .Matt 16:19
said to them, “L him  . . . . . . .John 11:44

LOOSED
You have l my bonds  . . . . . . . .Ps 116:16
the silver cord is l  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 12:6

LORD
L is my strength  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 15:2
L is a man of war  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 15:3
L our God, the L  . . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 6:4
sacrifice to the L your God . . . .Deut 17:1
may know that the L . . . . . . . .1 Kin 8:60
If the L is God  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Kin 18:21
You alone are the L . . . . . . . . . . .Neh 9:6
The L of hosts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 24:10
belongs to the L . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 89:18
let us sing to the L  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 95:1
L is the great God  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 95:3
Gracious is the L  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 116:5
L surrounds His people  . . . . . . .Ps 125:2
The L is righteous  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 129:4
L is near to all who  . . . . . . . . .Ps 145:18
L is a God of justice  . . . . . . . . . .Is 30:18
L Our Righteousness . . . . . . . . . .Jer 23:6
L has done marvelous  . . . . . . . .Joel 2:21
L God is my strength . . . . . . . . .Hab 3:19
“The L is one  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Zech 14:9
shall not tempt the L  . . . . . . . . .Matt 4:7
shall worship the L  . . . . . . . . .Matt 4:10
Son of Man is also L  . . . . . . . .Mark 2:28
who is Christ the L  . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:11
why do you call Me ‘L  . . . . . . .Luke 6:46
L is risen indeed  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 24:34
call Me Teacher and L  . . . . . .John 13:13
He is L of all . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 10:36
‘Who are You, L  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 26:15
with your mouth the L  . . . . . . .Rom 10:9
Greek, for the same L . . . . . . .Rom 10:12
say that Jesus is L  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:3
second Man is the L  . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:47
the Spirit of the L  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 3:17
that Jesus Christ is L  . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:11
and deny the only L . . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 4
L God Omnipotent  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 19:6

LORDS
many gods and many l  . . . . . . .1 Cor 8:5
nor as being l over  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:3
for He is Lord of l  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 17:14

LORDSHIP
Gentiles exercise l  . . . . . . . . .Luke 22:25

LOSE
gain, and a time to l  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 3:6
save his life will l  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 16:25
reap if we do not l  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 6:9
that we do not l  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 John 8

LOSES
but if the salt l  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:13
and l his own soul  . . . . . . . . .Matt 16:26
if she l one coin . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 15:8
l his life will  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 17:33

LOSS
he will suffer l  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:15
count all things l  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 3:8

LOST
are dry, our hope is l  . . . . . . .Ezek 37:11
save that which was l . . . . . . .Matt 18:11
the one which is l  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 15:4
my sheep which was l  . . . . . . .Luke 15:6
the piece which I l . . . . . . . . . .Luke 15:9
and none of them is l  . . . . . . .John 17:12
You gave Me I have l  . . . . . . . .John 18:9

LOT
Abram’s nephew; accompanies him,

Gen 11:27—12:5; 13:1
Separates from Abram, Gen 13:5–12
Rescued by Abram, Gen 14:12–16
Saved from Sodom for his hospitality,

Gen 19:1–29
Tricked into committing incest, Gen

19:30–38

LOT
shall be divided by l . . . . . . . .Num 26:55
You maintain my l  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 16:5
cast in your l among . . . . . . . . .Prov 1:14
l is cast into the lap  . . . . . . . .Prov 16:33

LOT’S WIFE
Disobedient, becomes pillar of salt, Gen

19:26
Event to be remembered, Luke 17:32

LOTS
l causes contentions  . . . . . . . .Prov 18:18
garments, casting l  . . . . . . . .Mark 15:24
And they cast their l  . . . . . . . . .Acts 1:26

LOUD
I cried out with a l  . . . . . . . . .Gen 39:14
Him with l cymbals  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 150:5
cried out with a l  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 27:46
I heard behind me a l  . . . . . . . .Rev 1:10

LOVE
l your neighbor as  . . . . . . . . . .Lev 19:18
l the LORD your God . . . . . . . . . .Deut 6:5
your l to me was  . . . . . . . . . .2 Sam 1:26
How long will you l  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 4:2
Oh, l the LORD  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 31:23
l righteousness  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 45:7
he has set his l  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 91:14
Oh, how I l Your law  . . . . . . . .Ps 119:97
peace have those who l  . . . . .Ps 119:165
preserves all who l . . . . . . . . . .Ps 145:20
us take our fill of l  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 7:18
l covers all sins  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 10:12
a time to l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 3:8
People know neither l . . . . . . . . .Eccl 9:1
l is better than wine  . . . . . . . . .Song 1:2
banner over me was l  . . . . . . . .Song 2:4
stir up nor awaken l . . . . . . . . . .Song 3:5
I will give you my l  . . . . . . . . .Song 7:12
l is as strong as  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Song 8:6
waters cannot quench l  . . . . . . .Song 8:7
time was the time of l  . . . . . . .Ezek 16:8
backsliding, I will l  . . . . . . . . . .Hos 14:4
do justly, to l mercy . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 6:8
to you, l your enemies  . . . . . . .Matt 5:44
l those who l you  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:46
which of them will l  . . . . . . . .Luke 7:42
you do not have the l  . . . . . . . .John 5:42
if you have l for one  . . . . . . . .John 13:35
“If you l Me  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 14:15
and My Father will l . . . . . . . .John 14:23
l one another as I  . . . . . . . . . .John 15:12

l has no one than this . . . . . . .John 15:13
l Me more than these . . . . . . .John 21:15
of Jonah, do you l  . . . . . . . . . .John 21:16
You know that I l  . . . . . . . . . .John 21:16
because the l of God . . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:5
Let l be without  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 12:9
to l one another  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 13:8
L does no harm to a  . . . . . . . .Rom 13:10
up, but l edifies  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 8:1
L suffers long and is  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:4
l does not envy . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:4
l does not parade  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:4
L never fails  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:8
greatest of these is l  . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:13
For the l of Christ . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:14
and the God of l  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 13:11
of the Spirit is l  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:22
Husbands, l your wives  . . . . . . .Eph 5:25
of the Son of His l  . . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:13
l your wives and do  . . . . . . . . . .Col 3:19
the commandment is l  . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:5
continue in faith, l  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:15
word, in conduct, in l  . . . . . .1 Tim 4:12
For the l of money is  . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:10
l their husbands  . . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 2:4
Let brotherly l  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 13:1
having not seen you l  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:8
L the brotherhood . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:17
for “l will cover a  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:8
with a kiss of l  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:14
brotherly kindness l  . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:7
loves the world, the l  . . . . . .1 John 2:15
we l the brethren  . . . . . . . . .1 John 3:14
By this we know l  . . . . . . . . .1 John 3:16
him, how does the l  . . . . . . .1 John 3:17
Beloved, let us l  . . . . . . . . . . .1 John 4:7
know God, for God is l  . . . . . .1 John 4:8
In this is l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 John 4:10
If we l one another  . . . . . . . .1 John 4:12
L has been perfected  . . . . . . .1 John 4:17
There is no fear in l . . . . . . . .1 John 4:18
l Him because He first . . . . . .1 John 4:19
who loves God must l  . . . . . .1 John 4:21
For this is the l  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 John 5:3
have left your first l  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:4
and they did not l  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 12:11

LOVED
Because the LORD has l  . . . . . .1 Kin 10:9
L one and friend You  . . . . . . . . .Ps 88:18
“I have l you  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 1:2
Yet Jacob I have l  . . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 1:2
forgiven, for she l  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 7:47
so l the world that  . . . . . . . . . .John 3:16
“See how He l  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 11:36
whom Jesus l  . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 13:23
“As the Father l  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 15:9
l them as You have . . . . . . . . .John 17:23
“Jacob I have l  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 9:13
the Son of God, who l  . . . . . . . .Gal 2:20
l the church and gave  . . . . . . . .Eph 5:25
l righteousness  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 1:9
God, but that He l  . . . . . . . . .1 John 4:10
Beloved, if God so l  . . . . . . . .1 John 4:11
To Him who l us and  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:5

LOVELY
l is Your tabernacle  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 84:1
l woman who lacks  . . . . . . . .Prov 11:22
he is altogether l  . . . . . . . . . . .Song 5:16
whatever things are l  . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:8

LOVER
a l of what is good  . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 1:8

LOOKS 1907 LOVER



LOVERS
For men will be l  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 3:2

LOVES
l righteousness  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 33:5
life, and l many days  . . . . . . . . .Ps 34:12
A friend l at all  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 17:17
He who l father or  . . . . . . . . .Matt 10:37
l his life will lose  . . . . . . . . . .John 12:25
l Me will be loved  . . . . . . . . .John 14:21
l a cheerful giver  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 9:7
who l his wife l  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:28
If anyone l the world . . . . . . .1 John 2:15
l God must love his  . . . . . . . .1 John 4:21
l him who is  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 John 5:1

LOVESICK
apples, for I am l  . . . . . . . . . . . .Song 2:5
you tell him I am l  . . . . . . . . . . .Song 5:8

LOVINGKINDNESS
not concealed Your l  . . . . . . . . .Ps 40:10
l is better than life  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 63:3
to declare Your l  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 92:2
l I have drawn  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 31:3

LOW
He brings l and lifts  . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 2:7
both l and high  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 49:2
it l, He lays it l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 26:5
and hill brought l . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 3:5

LOWER
made him a little l  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 8:5
shall go into the l . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 63:9
made him a little l  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:7

LOWEST
and sets over it the l  . . . . . . . . .Dan 4:17

LOWLINESS
with all l and  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:2
or conceit, but in l  . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:3

LOWLY
yet He regards the l  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 138:6
for I am gentle and l . . . . . . . .Matt 11:29
He has regarded the l . . . . . . . .Luke 1:48
and exalted the l  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:52
in presence am l . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 10:1
l body that it may be  . . . . . . . . .Phil 3:21
l brother glory  . . . . . . . . . . . . .James 1:9

LOYAL
or else he will be l  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:24

LUCIFER
Name applied to Satan, Is 14:12

LUKE
“The beloved physician,” Col 4:14
Paul’s last companion, 2 Tim 4:11

LUKEWARM
because you are l . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:16

LUMP
from the same l  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 9:21
you may be a new l  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 5:7

LUST
Do not l after her  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 6:25
caught by their l . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 11:6
looks at a woman to l  . . . . . . . .Matt 5:28
not fulfill the l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:16
not in passion of l  . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 4:5
You l and do not have . . . . . . . .James 4:2
the l of the flesh  . . . . . . . . . .1 John 2:16

LUSTS
to fulfill its l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 13:14
l which drown men  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:9

also youthful l  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:22
and worldly l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 2:12
to the former l  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:14
abstain from fleshly l  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:11
to their own ungodly l  . . . . . . . . .Jude 18

LUTE
Awake, l and harp  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 57:8
l I will praise You  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 71:22
harp with the l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 81:2
ten strings, on the l  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 92:3
Awake, l and harp  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 108:2
Praise Him with the l . . . . . . . . .Ps 150:3

LUXURY
L is not fitting  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 19:10
l are in kings’ courts  . . . . . . . .Luke 7:25
in pleasure and l  . . . . . . . . . . .James 5:5
the abundance of her l . . . . . . . .Rev 18:3

LYDDA
Aeneas healed at, Acts 9:32–35

LYDIA
Woman of Thyatira; Paul’s first

European convert, Acts 16:14, 15, 40
—District of Asia Minor containing

Ephesus, Smyrna, Thyatira, and
Sardis, Rev 1:11

LYING
I hate and abhor l  . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:163
righteous man hates l  . . . . . . . .Prov 13:5
not trust in these l  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 7:4
in swaddling cloths, l  . . . . . . . .Luke 2:12
saw the linen cloths l  . . . . . . . .John 20:5
putting away l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:25
signs, and l wonders  . . . . . . .2 Thess 2:9

LYSIAS, CLAUDIUS
See CLAUDIUS LYSIAS

LYSTRA
Paul visits; is worshiped by people of

and stoned by Jews, Acts 14:6–20
Home of Timothy, Acts 16:1, 2

M

MAACAH (or Maachah)
Small Syrian kingdom near Mt.

Hermon, Deut 3:14
Not possessed by Israel, Josh 13:13

—David’s wife; mother of Absalom, 2 Sam
3:3

—Wife of Rehoboam; mother of King
Abijah, 2 Chr 11:18–21

Makes idol; is deposed as queen
mother, 1 Kin 15:13

MACEDONIA
Paul preaches in, Acts 16:9—17:14
Paul’s troubles in, 2 Cor 7:5
Churches of, generous, Rom 15:26;

2 Cor 8:1–5

MACHIR
Manasseh’s only son, Gen 50:23
Founder of the family of Machirites,

Num 26:29
Conqueror of Gilead, Num 32:39, 40

MACHPELAH
Field containing a cave; bought by

Abraham, Gen 23:9–18
Sarah and Abraham buried here, Gen

23:19; 25:9, 10
Isaac, Rebekah, Leah, and Jacob buried

here, Gen 49:29–31

MAD
has a demon and is m . . . . . . .John 10:20
he said, “I am not m . . . . . . . .Acts 26:25

MADE
m the stars also  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 1:16
wife the LORD God m  . . . . . . . .Gen 3:21
hear long ago how I m  . . . . . . . .Is 37:26
things My hand has m  . . . . . . . . .Is 66:2
All things were m  . . . . . . . . . . .John 1:3

MADNESS
before them, m  . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 21:13
wisdom and to know m . . . . . . .Eccl 1:17
m is in their hearts  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 9:3

MAGDALENE
See MARY

MAGIC
women who sew m  . . . . . . . .Ezek 13:18
m brought their books  . . . . . .Acts 19:19

MAGNIFICENCE
m I cannot endure  . . . . . . . . . .Job 31:23

MAGNIFIED
So let Your name be m . . . . . .2 Sam 7:26
“Let the LORD be m  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 35:27
for You have m Your  . . . . . . . . .Ps 138:2
the Lord Jesus was m  . . . . . . .Acts 19:17
also Christ will be m  . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:20

MAGNIFIES
“My soul m the Lord  . . . . . . . .Luke 1:46

MAGNIFY
m the LORD with me  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 34:3
m himself above every  . . . . . .Dan 11:36

MAGOG
People among Japheth’s descendants,

Gen 10:2
Associated with Gog, Ezek 38:2
Representatives of final enemies, Rev

20:8

MAHANAIM
Name given by Jacob to a sacred site,

Gen 32:2
Becomes Ishbosheth’s capital, 2 Sam

2:8–29
David flees to, during Absalom’s

rebellion, 2 Sam 17:24, 27

MAHER-SHALAL-HASH-BAZ
Symbolic name of Isaiah’s second son;

prophetic of the fall of Damascus and
Samaria, Is 8:1–4

MAHLON
Husband of Ruth; without child, Ruth

1:2–5

MAIDENS
Both young men and m  . . . . . .Ps 148:12
She has sent out her m . . . . . . . .Prov 9:3

MAIDSERVANT
“I am Ruth, your m  . . . . . . . . . .Ruth 3:9
save the son of Your m  . . . . . . .Ps 86:16
“Behold the m  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:38
lowly state of His m  . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:48

MAIDSERVANTS
m shall lead her as  . . . . . . . . . . .Nah 2:7
m I will pour out My  . . . . . . . .Acts 2:18

MAIMED
to enter into life m  . . . . . . . . .Mark 9:43
the poor and the m  . . . . . . . .Luke 14:21

MAINTAIN
and m their cause  . . . . . . . . . .1 Kin 8:45
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MAINTAINED
For You have m my  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 9:4

MAJESTY
with God is awesome m  . . . . . .Job 37:22
splendor of Your m  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 145:5
right hand of the M . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 1:3
eyewitnesses of His m  . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:16
wise, be glory and m  . . . . . . . . . .Jude 25

MAKE
“Let Us m man in Our  . . . . . . .Gen 1:26
let us m a name for . . . . . . . . . .Gen 11:4
m you a great nation  . . . . . . . . .Gen 12:2
“You shall not m  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 20:4
m Our home with him  . . . . . .John 14:23

MAKER
where is God my M  . . . . . . . . .Job 35:10
man will look to his M  . . . . . . . . .Is 17:7
who strives with his M  . . . . . . . . .Is 45:9
M is your husband  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 54:5
has forgotten his M  . . . . . . . . . .Hos 8:14
builder and m is God  . . . . . . .Heb 11:10

MALACHI
Prophet and writer, Mal 1:1

MALCHISHUA
Son of King Saul, 1 Sam 14:49
Killed at Gilboa, 1 Sam 31:2

MALCHUS
Servant of the high priest, John 18:10

MALICE
in m be babes . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:20
pleasures, living in m  . . . . . . . .Titus 3:3
laying aside all m  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:1

MALICIOUSNESS
covetousness, m . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:29

MALIGN
m a servant to his . . . . . . . . . .Prov 30:10

MALTA
Paul’s shipwreck, Acts 28:1–8

MAMRE
Town or district near Hebron, Gen

23:19
Abram dwells by the oaks of, Gen 13:18

MAN
“Let Us make m  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 1:26
“You are the m  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Sam 12:7
“What is m  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 7:17
For an empty-headed m  . . . . . .Job 11:12
“Are you the first m  . . . . . . . . . .Job 15:7
m that You are mindful  . . . . . . . . .Ps 8:4
What can m do to me  . . . . . . . .Ps 118:6
coming of the Son of M  . . . . .Matt 24:27
“Behold the M  . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 19:5
m is not from woman  . . . . . . .1 Cor 11:8
since by m came death  . . . . .1 Cor 15:21
though our outward m  . . . . . .2 Cor 4:16
in Himself one new m . . . . . . . .Eph 2:15
that the m of God may  . . . . . .2 Tim 3:17
is the number of a m  . . . . . . . .Rev 13:18

MANASSEH
Joseph’s firstborn son, Gen 41:50, 51
Adopted by Jacob, Gen 48:5, 6
Loses his birthright to Ephraim, Gen

48:13–20
—Tribe of:

Numbered, Num 1:34, 35
Half-tribe of, settle east of Jordan, Num

32:33–42; Deut 3:12–15

Help Joshua against Canaanites, Josh
1:12–18

Land assigned to western half-tribe,
Josh 17:1–13

Eastern half-tribe builds altar, Josh
22:9–34

Some of, help David, 1 Chr 12:19–31
—Wicked king of Judah; son of Hezekiah,

2 Kin 21:1–18; 2 Chr 33:1–9
Captured and taken to Babylon; repents

and is restored, 2 Chr 33:10–13
Removes idols and altars, 2 Chr

33:14–20
MANGER
Will he bed by your m  . . . . . . . .Job 39:9
and laid Him in a m  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:7
the Babe lying in a m  . . . . . . . .Luke 2:16

MANIFEST
m Myself to him . . . . . . . . . . .John 14:21
is it that You will m  . . . . . . . .John 14:22

MANIFESTATION
But the m of the  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:7
deceitfully, but by m . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 4:2

MANIFESTED
“I have m Your name  . . . . . . . .John 17:6
God was m in the flesh  . . . . .1 Tim 3:16
the life was m  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 John 1:2
the love of God was m . . . . . . .1 John 4:9

MANIFOLD
m are Your works  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 104:24
the m wisdom of God  . . . . . . . .Eph 3:10
good stewards of the m  . . . . . .1 Pet 4:10

MANNA
of Israel ate m  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 16:35
had rained down m  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:24
Our fathers ate the m  . . . . . . . .John 6:31
of the hidden m . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:17

MANNER
Is this the m of man . . . . . . . .2 Sam 7:19
in an unworthy m  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 11:27
sorrowed in a godly m  . . . . . .2 Cor 7:11
as is the m of some  . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:25
what m of persons . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:11
Behold what m of love  . . . . . .1 John 3:1
m worthy of God  . . . . . . . . . . . .3 John 6

MANOAH
Danite; father of Samson, Judg 13:1–25

MANSIONS
house are many m  . . . . . . . . . .John 14:2

MANTLE
Then he took the m  . . . . . . . .2 Kin 2:14

MARA
Name chosen by Naomi, Ruth 1:20

MARAH
First Israelite camp after passing

through the Red Sea, Num 33:8, 9

MARCHED
people, when You m  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:7

MARK (John)
Son of Mary of Jerusalem; travels with

Barnabas and Saul, Acts 12:12, 25
Leaves Paul at Perga, Acts 13:13
Barnabas and Paul separate because of

him, Acts 15:37–40
Later approved by Paul, Col 4:10; 2 Tim

4:11
Companion of Peter, 1 Pet 5:13
Author of the second Gospel, Mark 1:1

MARK
And the LORD set a m  . . . . . . . .Gen 4:15
M the blameless man . . . . . . . . .Ps 37:37
slave, to receive a m  . . . . . . . .Rev 13:16
whoever receives the m  . . . . .Rev 14:11

MARKET
is sold in the meat m  . . . . . .1 Cor 10:25

MARRED
so His visage was m  . . . . . . . . . .Is 52:14
he made of clay was m  . . . . . . . .Jer 18:4

MARRIAGE
nor are given in m  . . . . . . . . .Matt 22:30
her in m does well  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:38
M is honorable among  . . . . . . .Heb 13:4
the m of the Lamb has . . . . . . . .Rev 19:7

MARRIED
“for I am m to you  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 3:14
But he who is m  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:33
But she who is m  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:34

MARROW
and of joints and m  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 4:12

MARRY
it is better not to m  . . . . . . . .Matt 19:10
they neither m nor are . . . . . .Matt 22:30
let them m  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:9
forbidding to m  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 4:3
the younger widows m . . . . . .1 Tim 5:14

MARRYING
and drinking, m  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:38

MARTHA
Sister of Mary and Lazarus; loved by

Jesus, John 11:1–5
Affirms her faith, John 11:19–28
Offers hospitality to Jesus, Luke 10:38;

John 12:1, 2
Gently rebuked by Christ, Luke

10:39–42

MARTYR
m Stephen was shed . . . . . . . .Acts 22:20
was My faithful m  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:13

MARTYRS
the blood of the m  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 17:6

MARVEL
Do not m at this . . . . . . . . . . . .John 5:28

MARVELED
Jesus heard it, He m . . . . . . . . .Matt 8:10
And the multitudes m  . . . . . . .Matt 9:33
so that Pilate m  . . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 15:5
And all the world m  . . . . . . . . .Rev 13:3
when I saw her, I m  . . . . . . . . .Rev 17:6

MARVELOUS
m things He did . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:12
It is m in our eyes  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 118:23
M are Your works  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 139:14
of darkness into His m . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:9

MARVELS
people I will do m  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 34:10

MARY
Mother of Christ, Matt 1:16
Visited by angel, Luke 1:26–38
Visits Elizabeth and offers praise, Luke

1:39–56
Gives birth to Jesus, Luke 2:6–20
Flees to Egypt, Matt 2:13–18
Visits Jerusalem with Jesus, Luke

2:41–52
Entrusted to John’s care, John 19:25–27
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—Mother of James and Joses; present at
crucifixion and burial, Matt
27:55–61

Sees the risen Lord; informs disciples,
Matt 28:1–10

—Magdalene; delivered from seven
demons; supports Christ’s ministry,
Luke 8:2, 3

Present at crucifixion and burial, Matt
27:55–61

First to see the risen Lord, Mark
16:1–10; John 20:1–18

—Sister of Martha and Lazarus; loved by
Jesus, John 11:1–5

Grieves for Lazarus, John 11:19, 20,
28–33

Anoints Jesus, Matt 26:6–13; John
12:1–8

Commended by Jesus, Luke 10:38–42
—Mark’s mother, Acts 12:12–17

MASSAH AND MERIBAH
First, at Rephidim, Israel just out of

Egypt, Ex 17:1–7
Second, at Kadesh Barnea, 40 years

later, Num 20:1–13

MASTER
of Abraham his m  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 24:9
a servant like his m  . . . . . . . .Matt 10:25
greater than his m  . . . . . . . . .John 15:20
m builder I have laid  . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:10
and useful for the M . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:21

MASTERS
m besides You have  . . . . . . . . . .Is 26:13
can serve two m  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 16:13
M, give your bondservants  . . . . . .Col 4:1
who have believing m  . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:2

MATTANIAH
King Zedekiah’s original name, 2 Kin

24:17

MATTER
m is found in me  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 19:28
He who answers a m  . . . . . . .Prov 18:13

MATTERS
the weightier m  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:23
judge the smallest m . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:2

MATTHEW
Becomes Christ’s follower, Matt 9:9
Chosen as one of the Twelve, Matt

10:2, 3
Called Levi, the son of Alphaeus, Mark

2:14
Author of the first Gospel, Matt (title)

MATTHIAS
Chosen by lot to replace Judas, Acts

1:15–26

MATURE
among those who are m  . . . . . .1 Cor 2:6
understanding be m  . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:20
us, as many as are m  . . . . . . . . .Phil 3:15

MEAN
What do you m  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 12:26

MEANING
‘What is the m . . . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 6:20
if I do not know the m  . . . . .1 Cor 14:11

MEANT
but God m it for good  . . . . . . .Gen 50:20

MEASURE
a perfect and just m  . . . . . . . .Deut 25:15

apportion the waters by m  . . . .Job 28:25
and the short m  . . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 6:10
give the Spirit by m  . . . . . . . . .John 3:34
to each one a m  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 12:3
m the temple of God  . . . . . . . . .Rev 11:1

MEASURED
m the waters in the  . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:12
you use, it will be m  . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:2
Then he m its wall  . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:17

MEASURES
your house differing m . . . . . .Deut 25:14
weights and diverse m  . . . . . .Prov 20:10

MEASURING
the man’s hand was a m  . . . . .Ezek 40:5
behold, a man with a m  . . . . . . .Zech 2:1
m themselves by  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 10:12
given a reed like a m  . . . . . . . . .Rev 11:1

MEAT
Can He provide m  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:20
He also rained m  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:27
good neither to eat m  . . . . . . .Rom 14:21
will never again eat m  . . . . . .1 Cor 8:13
is sold in the m  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:25

MEDDLE
why should you m  . . . . . . . .2 Kin 14:10

MEDES, MEDIA
Part of Medo-Persian Empire, Esth 1:19
Israel deported to, 2 Kin 17:6
Babylon falls to, Dan 5:30, 31
Daniel rises high in kingdom of, Dan

6:1–28
Cyrus, king of, allows Jews to return,

2 Chr 36:22, 23
Agents in Babylon’s fall, Is 13:17–19

MEDIATE
a mediator does not m  . . . . . . . .Gal 3:20

MEDIATOR
Nor is there any m  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 9:33
by the hand of a m  . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:19
is one God and one M  . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:5
as He is also M  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 8:6
to Jesus the M of the . . . . . . . .Heb 12:24

MEDICINE
does good, like m  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 17:22

MEDICINES
you will use many m . . . . . . . . .Jer 46:11

MEDITATE
Isaac went out to m  . . . . . . . .Gen 24:63
but you shall m . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Josh 1:8
M within your heart on  . . . . . . . . .Ps 4:4
I m within my heart  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 77:6
I will m on Your  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:15
Your heart will m  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 33:18
m beforehand on what . . . . . .Luke 21:14
m on these things  . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:8

MEDITATES
in His law he m  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 1:2

MEDITATION
of my mouth and the m  . . . . . . .Ps 19:14
m be sweet to Him  . . . . . . . . .Ps 104:34
It is my m all the day  . . . . . . . .Ps 119:97

MEDITERRANEAN SEA
Described as:

Sea, Gen 49:13
Great Sea, Josh 1:4; 9:1
Sea of the Philistines, Ex 23:31
Western Sea, Deut 11:24; Joel 2:20;
Zech 14:8

MEDIUM
a woman who is a m  . . . . . . . .Lev 20:27
a woman who is a m  . . . . . . .1 Sam 28:7

MEDIUM’S
shall be like a m  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 29:4

MEDIUMS
“Seek those who are m . . . . . . . . .Is 8:19

MEEK
with equity for the m  . . . . . . . . . .Is 11:4
Blessed are the m  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:5

MEEKNESS
with you by the m  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 10:1
are done in the m . . . . . . . . . .James 3:13

MEET
For You m him with the . . . . . . . .Ps 21:3
prepare to m your God  . . . . . .Amos 4:12
go out to m him . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 25:6
m the Lord in the air  . . . . . .1 Thess 4:17

MEETING
In the tabernacle of m  . . . . . . . .Ex 27:21
burned up all the m  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 74:8

MEGIDDO
City of Canaan; scene of battles, Judg

5:19–21; 2 Kin 23:29, 30
Fortified by Solomon, 1 Kin 9:15
Possible site of Armageddon, Rev 16:16

MELCHIZEDEK
Priest and king of Salem, Gen 14:18–20
Type of Christ’s eternal priesthood, Heb

7:1–22

MELODY
make sweet m  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 23:16
singing and making m  . . . . . . . .Eph 5:19

MELT
You make his beauty m  . . . . . . .Ps 39:11
man’s heart will m  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 13:7
the elements will m  . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:10

MEMBER
body is not one m . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:14
tongue is a little m  . . . . . . . . . .James 3:5

MEMBERS
you that one of your m . . . . . . .Matt 5:29
do not present your m  . . . . . . .Rom 6:13
that your bodies are m  . . . . . .1 Cor 6:15
neighbor, for we are m  . . . . . . .Eph 4:25

MEMORIAL
and this is My m  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 3:15
also be told as a m  . . . . . . . . .Matt 26:13
be told of as a m  . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 14:9

MEMORY
The m of him perishes  . . . . . . .Job 18:17
He may cut off the m  . . . . . . . .Ps 109:15
The m of the righteous  . . . . . . .Prov 10:7

MEMPHIS (or Noph)
Ancient capital of Egypt, Hos 9:6
Prophesied against by Isaiah, Is 19:13
Jews flee to, Jer 44:1
Denounced by the prophets, Jer 46:19

MEN
m began to call on the  . . . . . . .Gen 4:26
saw the daughters of m  . . . . . . . .Gen 6:2
you shall die like m  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 82:7
the Egyptians are m  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 31:3
make you fishers of m  . . . . . . .Matt 4:19
goodwill toward m . . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:14
from heaven or from m  . . . . . .Luke 20:4
Likewise also the m  . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:27
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let no one boast in m  . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:21
the Lord, and not to m  . . . . . . . .Eph 6:7
between God and m . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:5

MENAHEM
Cruel king of Israel, 2 Kin 15:14–18

MENSERVANTS
And also on My m  . . . . . . . . . . .Joel 2:29
And on My m and on My  . . . . .Acts 2:18

MENTION
I will make m of Your  . . . . . . . .Ps 71:16
by You only we make m  . . . . . . .Is 26:13
You who make m of the  . . . . . . . .Is 62:6
he was dying, made m  . . . . . .Heb 11:22

MEPHIBOSHETH
Son of King Saul, 2 Sam 21:8

—Grandson of King Saul; crippled son of
Jonathan, 2 Sam 4:4–6

Sought out and honored by David,
2 Sam 9:1–13

Accused by Ziba, 2 Sam 16:1–4
Later explains himself to David, 2 Sam

19:24–30
Spared by David, 2 Sam 21:7

MERAB
King Saul’s eldest daughter, 1 Sam

14:49
Saul promises her to David, but gives

her to Adriel, 1 Sam 18:17–19

MERARI
Third son of Levi, Gen 46:11

—Descendants of, called Merarites:
Duties in the tabernacle, Num 3:35–37
Cities assigned to, Josh 21:7, 34–40
Duties in the temple, 1 Chr 26:10–19
Assist Ezra after exile, Ezra 8:18, 19

MERCHANDISE
perceives that her m  . . . . . . .Prov 31:18
house a house of m  . . . . . . . . .John 2:16

MERCHANTS
set it in a city of m  . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 17:4
have multiplied your m  . . . . . . .Nah 3:16
m were the great men  . . . . . . .Rev 18:23

MERCIES
for His m are great . . . . . . . .2 Sam 24:14
and His tender m . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 145:9
give you the sure m  . . . . . . . .Acts 13:34
the Father of m  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 1:3

MERCIFUL
LORD, the LORD God, m  . . . . . . . .Ex 34:6
He is ever m  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 37:26
God be m to us and  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 67:1
Blessed are the m  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:7
saying, ‘God be m  . . . . . . . . .Luke 18:13
For I will be m  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 8:12
compassionate and m  . . . . . . .James 5:11
MERCY
but showing m to  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 20:6
and abundant in m  . . . . . . . .Num 14:18
m endures forever  . . . . . . . .1 Chr 16:34
to Your m remember me  . . . . . . .Ps 25:7
I trust in the m  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 52:8
shall send forth His m  . . . . . . . . .Ps 57:3
You, O Lord, belongs m  . . . . . . .Ps 62:12
m ceased forever  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 77:8
M and truth have met  . . . . . . . .Ps 85:10
M shall be built  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 89:2
m and truth go before  . . . . . . . .Ps 89:14
m is everlasting  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 100:5
I will sing of m  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 101:1

For Your m is great  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 108:4
is full of Your m . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:64
the LORD there is m  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 130:7
Let not m and truth  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:3
who honors Him has m  . . . . .Prov 14:31
cruel and have no m  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 6:23
Lord our God belong m  . . . . . . . .Dan 9:9
For I desire m and not  . . . . . . . . .Hos 6:6
do justly, to love m  . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 6:8
‘I desire m and not . . . . . . . . . .Matt 9:13
And His m is on those  . . . . . . .Luke 1:50
“I will have m  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 9:15
of God who shows m  . . . . . . . .Rom 9:16
that He might have m  . . . . . .Rom 11:32
m has made trustworthy  . . . . .1 Cor 7:25
as we have received m  . . . . . . .2 Cor 4:1
God, who is rich in m  . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:4
but I obtained m  . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:13
that he may find m . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 1:18
to His m He saved us . . . . . . . . .Titus 3:5
that we may obtain m  . . . . . . . .Heb 4:16
judgment is without m  . . . . . .James 2:13
God, looking for the m  . . . . . . . .Jude 21
MERIB-BAAL

Another name for Mephibosheth, 1 Chr
8:34

MERODACH
Supreme deity of the Babylonians, Jer

50:2
Otherwise called Bel, Is 46:1

MERODACH-BALADAN
Sends ambassadors to Hezekiah, Is

39:1–8
Also called Berodach-Baladan, 2 Kin

20:12

MEROZ
Town cursed for failing to help the

Lord, Judg 5:23

MERRY
m heart makes a . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 15:13
eat, drink, and be m  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 8:15
we should make m  . . . . . . . .Luke 15:32

MESHACH
Name given to Mishael, Dan 1:7
Advanced to high position, Dan 2:49
Remains faithful in testing, Dan

3:13–30

MESHECH
Son of Japheth, Gen 10:2
His descendants, mentioned in

prophecy, Ezek 27:13; 32:26; 38:2, 3

MESOPOTAMIA
Home of Abraham’s relatives, Gen 24:4,

10, 15
Called Padan Aram and Syria, Gen

25:20; 31:20, 24
Israel enslaved to, Judg 3:8–10
Jews from, present at Pentecost, Acts

2:9
MESSAGE
I have heard a m . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 49:14
For the m of the cross . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:18

MESSENGER
is a faithful m . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 25:13
“Behold, I send My m  . . . . . . . . .Mal 3:1
‘Behold, I send My m . . . . . . .Matt 11:10

MESSIAH
until M the Prince  . . . . . . . . . .Dan 9:25
“We have found the M . . . . . . .John 1:41

METHUSELAH
Oldest man on record, Gen 5:27

MICAH
Prophet, contemporary of Isaiah, Is 1:1;

Mic 1:1

MICAIAH (or Michaiah)
Prophet who predicts Ahab’s death,

1 Kin 22:8–28
—Contemporary of Jeremiah, Jer

36:11–13

MICHAEL
Chief prince, Dan 10:13, 21
Disputes with Satan, Jude 9
Fights the dragon, Rev 12:7–9

MICHAL
Daughter of King Saul, 1 Sam 14:49
Loves and marries David, 1 Sam

18:20–28
Saves David from Saul, 1 Sam 19:9–17
Given to Palti, 1 Sam 25:44
David demands her from Abner, 2 Sam

3:13–16
Ridicules David; becomes barren, 2 Sam

6:16–23

MICHMASH
Site of battle with Philistines, 1 Sam

13:5, 11, 16, 23
Scene of Jonathan’s victory, 1 Sam

14:1–16

MIDIAN
Son of Abraham by Keturah, Gen

25:1–4
—Region in the Arabian desert occupied

by the Midianites, Gen 25:6; Ex 2:15

MIDIANITES
Descendants of Abraham by Keturah,

Gen 25:1, 2
Moses flees to, Ex 2:15
Join Moab in cursing Israel, Num

22:4–7
Intermarriage with incurs God’s wrath,

Num 25:1–18
Defeated by Israel, Num 31:1–10
Oppress Israel; defeated by Gideon,

Judg 6; 7

MIDST
God is in the m  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 46:5
that I am in the m  . . . . . . . . . . .Joel 2:27
I am there in the m  . . . . . . . .Matt 18:20

MIGHT
‘My power and the m  . . . . . . .Deut 8:17
shall speak of the m  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 145:6
the greatness of His m  . . . . . . . .Is 40:26
man glory in his m  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 9:23
their m has failed . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 5l:30
‘Not by m nor by  . . . . . . . . . . . .Zech 4:6
in the power of His m  . . . . . . . .Eph 6:10
greater in power and m  . . . . . .2 Pet 2:11
honor and power and m  . . . . . .Rev 7:12

MIGHTIER
coming after me is m  . . . . . . . .Matt 3:11

MIGHTILY
to shake the earth m . . . . . . . . . . .Is 2:19
which works in me m  . . . . . . . .Col 1:29

MIGHTY
He was a m hunter  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 10:9
for they are too m  . . . . . . . . . .Num 22:6
How the m have fallen . . . . . .2 Sam 1:19

MENAHEM 1911 MIGHTY



is wise in heart and m  . . . . . . . . .Job 9:4
The LORD m in battle  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 24:8
their Redeemer is m . . . . . . . .Prov 23:11
Woe to men m at  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 5:22
great in counsel and m  . . . . . . .Jer 32:19
m men are made red . . . . . . . . . .Nah 2:3
m has done great  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:49
He has put down the m  . . . . . .Luke 1:52
the flesh, not many m . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:26
the working of His m  . . . . . . . .Eph 1:19
from heaven with His m  . . . .2 Thess 1:7
MILCOM

Solomon went after, 1 Kin 11:5
Altar destroyed by Josiah, 2 Kin 23:12,

13

MILETUS
Paul meets Ephesian elders here, Acts

20:15–38
Paul leaves Trophimus here, 2 Tim 4:20

MILK
for water, she gave m  . . . . . . . .Judg 5:25
honey and m are under  . . . . . .Song 4:11
come, buy wine and m  . . . . . . . . .Is 55:1
and whiter than m  . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 4:7
shall flow with m  . . . . . . . . . . .Joel 3:18
have come to need m  . . . . . . . .Heb 5:12
m is unskilled in the  . . . . . . . . .Heb 5:13
desire the pure m  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:2
MILL
be grinding at the m  . . . . . . .Matt 24:41

MILLO
Fort at Jerusalem, 2 Sam 5:9
Prepared by Solomon, 1 Kin 9:15
Strengthened by Hezekiah, 2 Chr 32:5
Scene of Joash’s death, 2 Kin 12:20, 21

MILLSTONE
m were hung around his  . . . . .Matt 18:6
a stone like a great m  . . . . . . .Rev 18:21

MIND
put wisdom in the m  . . . . . . . .Job 38:36
perfect peace, whose m  . . . . . . . .Is 26:3
nor have an anxious m  . . . . .Luke 12:29
m I myself serve the . . . . . . . . .Rom 7:25
who has known the m  . . . . . .Rom 11:34
Be of the same m  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 12:16
convinced in his own m  . . . . . .Rom 14:5
“who has known the m  . . . . .1 Cor 2:16
you are out of your m  . . . . . .1 Cor 14:23
Let this m be in you  . . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:5
to m your own  . . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 4:11
love and of a sound m  . . . . . . .2 Tim 1:7
MINDFUL
is man that You are m  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 8:4
The LORD has been m  . . . . . . .Ps 115:12
for you are not m  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 16:23
is man that You are m  . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:6

MINDS
people change their m . . . . . . . .Ex 13:17
put My law in their m . . . . . . . .Jer 31:33
I stir up your pure m  . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:1
He who searches the m  . . . . . . .Rev 2:23

MINISTER
to make you a m . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 26:16
for he is God’s m  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 13:4
you will be a good m  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 4:6
a M of the sanctuary  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 8:2

MINISTERED
But the child m  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 2:11
a thousand thousands m  . . . . . .Dan 7:10

As they m to the Lord . . . . . . . .Acts 13:2

MINISTERS
angels spirits, His m  . . . . . . . . .Ps 104:4
for they are God’s m  . . . . . . . .Rom 13:6
commend ourselves as m  . . . . .2 Cor 6:4
Are they m of Christ . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:23
If anyone m  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:11

MINISTRIES
are differences of m  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:5

MINISTRY
I magnify my m  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:13
But if the m of death . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 3:7
since we have this m  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 4:1
and has given us the m  . . . . . .2 Cor 5:18
for the work of m  . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:12
m which you have  . . . . . . . . . . .Col 4:17
fulfill your m  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 4:5
a more excellent m  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 8:6

MINT
For you pay tithe of m  . . . . . .Matt 23:23

MIRACLE
saying, ‘Show a m  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 7:9
no one who works a m  . . . . . .Mark 9:39
that a notable m  . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 4:16

MIRACLES
God worked unusual m . . . . . .Acts 19:11
the working of m  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:10
Are all workers of m  . . . . . . .1 Cor l2:29
with various m  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:4

MIRIAM
Sister of Aaron and Moses, Num 26:59
Chosen by God; called a prophetess, Ex

15:20
Punished for rebellion, Num 12:1–16
Buried at Kadesh, Num 20:1

MIRTH
I will test you with m  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 2:1
is in the house of m  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:4
joy is darkened, the m  . . . . . . . .Is 24:11

MISER
eat the bread of a m  . . . . . . . . .Prov 23:6

MISERIES
m that are coming  . . . . . . . . . .James 5:1

MISERY
would forget your m . . . . . . . . .Job 11:16
and remember his m  . . . . . . . .Prov 31:7

MISTREATED
But the Egyptians m . . . . . . . . .Deut 26:6
those who are m . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 13:3

MISTREATS
m his father and . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 19:26

MITES
widow putting in two m  . . . . .Luke 21:2

MIZPAH
Site of covenant between Jacob and

Laban, Gen 31:44–53
—Town of Benjamin; outraged Israelites

gather here, Josh 18:21, 26; Judg
20:1, 3

Samuel gathers Israel, 1 Sam 7:5–16;
10:17–25

Residence of Gedaliah, 2 Kin 25:23, 25

MOAB
Son of Lot, Gen 19:33–37

—Country of the Moabites, Deut 1:5

MOABITES
Descendants of Lot, Gen 19:36, 37

Join Midian in cursing Israel, Num 22:4
Excluded from Israel, Deut 23:3–6
Kindred of Ruth, Ruth 1:4
Subdued by Israel, 1 Sam 14:47; 2 Sam

8:2; 2 Kin 3:4–27
Women of, lead Solomon astray, 1 Kin

11:1–8
Prophecies concerning, Is 11:14;

15:1–9; Jer 48:1–47; Amos 2:1–3

MOAN
m sadly like doves  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 59:11

MOCK
I will m when your  . . . . . . . . .Prov 1:26
Fools m at sin . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 14:9
to the Gentiles to m  . . . . . . . .Matt 20:19

MOCKED
at noon, that Elijah m  . . . . . .1 Kin 18:27
“I am one m by his . . . . . . . . . . .Job 12:4
knee before Him and m  . . . . .Matt 27:29
deceived, God is not m  . . . . . . . .Gal 6:7

MOCKER
Wine is a m  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 20:1

MOCKERS
that there would be m  . . . . . . . . .Jude 18

MOCKINGS
others had trial of m  . . . . . . . .Heb 11:36

MOCKS
He who m the poor  . . . . . . . . .Prov 17:5

MODERATION
with propriety and m  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:9

MOLECH
God of the Ammonites; worshiped by

Solomon, 1 Kin 11:7
Human sacrifice made to, Lev 18:21;

2 Kin 23:10

MOMENT
consume them in a m  . . . . . .Num 16:21
In a m they die . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 34:20
face from you for a m  . . . . . . . . . .Is 54:8
in a m, in the  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:52
which is but for a m  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 4:17

MONEY
does not put out his m  . . . . . . . . .Ps 15:5
m answers every . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 10:19
be redeemed without m  . . . . . . . .Is 52:3
and you who have no m  . . . . . . . .Is 55:1
of the m changers  . . . . . . . . .Matt 21:12
and hid his lord’s m  . . . . . . . .Matt 25:18
promised to give him m  . . . .Mark 14:11
Carry neither m . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 10:4
I sent you without m  . . . . . . .Luke 22:35
the m changers doing . . . . . . . .John 2:14
be purchased with m  . . . . . . . .Acts 8:20
not greedy for m  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:3
m is a root of all  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:10
not greedy for m  . . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 1:7

MONSTER
me up like a m  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 51:34
of Egypt, O great m  . . . . . . . . .Ezek 29:3

MOON
until the m is no more  . . . . . . . . .Ps 72:7
morning, fair as the m  . . . . . . .Song 6:10
sun and m grow dark . . . . . . . . .Joel 2:10
m will not give its  . . . . . . . . .Mark 13:24

MORDECAI
Esther’s guardian; advises her, Esth

2:5–20
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Reveals plot to kill the king, Esth
2:21–23

Refuses homage to Haman, Esth 3:1–6
Honored by the king, Esth 6:1–12
Exalted highly, Esth 8:15; 9:4
Institutes feast of Purim, Esth 9:20–31

MORIAH
God commands Abraham to sacrifice

Isaac here, Gen 22:1–13
Site of Solomon’s temple, 2 Chr 3:1

MORNING
the eyelids of the m  . . . . . . . . .Job 41:18
Evening and m and at  . . . . . . . .Ps 55:17
the wings of the m . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 139:9
looks forth as the m  . . . . . . . . .Song 6:10
Lucifer, son of the m  . . . . . . . . .Is 14:12
established as the m  . . . . . . . . . .Hos 6:3
very early in the m  . . . . . . . . .Luke 24:1
the Bright and M Star  . . . . . . .Rev 22:16

MORSEL
or eaten my m by  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 31:17
Better is a dry m  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 17:1
Esau, who for one m  . . . . . . . .Heb 12:16

MORTAL
sin reign in your m . . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:12
and this m must put  . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:53

MORTALITY
m may be swallowed  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:4

MORTALS
with idolatrous m  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 26:4

MOSES
Born; hidden by mother; adopted by

Pharaoh’s daughter, Ex 2:1–10
Kills Egyptian and flees to Midian, Ex

2:11–22
Receives call from God, Ex 3:1—4:17
Returns to Israelites in Egypt, Ex

4:18–31
Wins Israel’s deliverance with plagues,

Ex 5:1—6:13; 6:28—11:10;
12:29–42

Leads Israel out of Egypt and through
the Red Sea, Ex 13:17—14:31

His song of praise, Ex 15:1–18
Provides miraculously for the people, Ex

15:22—17:7
Appoints judges, Ex 18
Receives the law on Mount Sinai, Ex

19—23
Receives instructions for tabernacle, Ex

25—31
Intercedes for Israel’s sin, Ex 32
Recommissioned and encouraged, Ex

33; 34
Further instructions and building of the

tabernacle, Ex 35—40
Consecrates Aaron, Lev 8:1–36
Takes census, Num 1:1–54
Resumes journey to Canaan, Num

10:11–36
Complains; 70 elders appointed, Num

11:1–35
Intercedes for people when they refuse

to enter Canaan, Num 14:11–25
Puts down Korah’s rebellion, Num 16
Sins in anger, Num 20:1–13
Makes bronze serpent, Num 21:4–9
Travels toward Canaan, Num 21:10–20
Takes second census, Num 26

Commissions Joshua as his successor,
Num 27:12–23

Receives further laws, Num 28—30
Commands conquest of Midian, Num

31
Final instructions, Num 32—36
Forbidden to enter Promised Land,

Deut 3:23–28
Gives farewell messages, Deut 32; 33
Sees Promised Land; dies, Deut 34:1–7
Is mourned and extolled, Deut 34:8–12
Appears with Christ at Transfiguration,

Matt 17:1–3

MOST
His mouth is m sweet  . . . . . . .Song 5:16
on your m holy faith  . . . . . . . . . .Jude 20

MOTH
m will eat them  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 50:9
where m and rust  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:19

MOTHER
because she was the m  . . . . . . .Gen 3:20
like a joyful m  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 113:9
the only one of her m  . . . . . . . .Song 6:9
m might have been my  . . . . . . .Jer 20:17
leave his father and m  . . . . . . .Matt 19:5
“Behold your m  . . . . . . . . . . .John 19:27
free, which is the m . . . . . . . . . .Gal 4:26
The M of Harlots  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 17:5

MOUNT
come up to M Sinai  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 19:23
you like M Carmel  . . . . . . . . . . .Song 7:5
they shall m up with . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:31
for this Hagar is M  . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 4:25

MOUNT CARMEL
Prophets gather at, 1 Kin 18:19, 20
Elisha journeys to, 2 Kin 2:25
Shunammite woman comes to Elisha at,

2 Kin 4:25

MOUNT EBAL
Cursed by God, Deut 11:29
Joshua builds an altar on, Josh 8:30

MOUNT GERIZIM
Mount of blessing, Deut 11:29; 27:12
Jotham speaks to people of Shechem

here, Judg 9:7
Samaritans’ sacred mountain, John

4:20, 21

MOUNT GILBOA
Men of Israel slain at, 1 Sam 31:1
Saul and his sons slain at, 1 Sam 31:8

MOUNT GILEAD
Gideon divides the people for battle at,

Judg 7:3

MOUNT HOR
Lord speaks to Moses and Aaron on,

Num 20:23
Aaron dies on, Num 20:25–28

MOUNT HOREB
Sons of Israel stripped of ornaments at,

Ex 33:6
The same as Sinai, Ex 3:1

MOUNT OF OLIVES
See OLIVES, MOUNT OF

MOUNT SINAI
Lord descends upon, in fire, Ex 19:18
Lord calls Moses to the top of, Ex 19:20
The glory of the Lord rests on, for six

days, Ex 24:16

MOUNT TABOR
Deborah sends Barak there to defeat

Canaanites, Judg 4:6–14

MOUNT ZION
Survivors shall go out from, 2 Kin 19:31

MOUNTAIN
to Horeb, the m  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 3:1
“But as a m falls  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 14:18
You have made my m  . . . . . . . . .Ps 30:7
of many peaks is the m  . . . . . . .Ps 68:15
let us go up to the m  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 2:3
image became a great m  . . . . . .Dan 2:35
Who are you, O great m . . . . . . .Zech 4:7
you will say to this m  . . . . . . .Matt 17:20
with Him on the holy m  . . . . .2 Pet 1:18

MOUNTAINS
He removes the m  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 9:5
Surely the m yield  . . . . . . . . . .Job 40:20
m will bring peace . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 72:3
excellent than the m  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 76:4
m were brought forth  . . . . . . . . .Ps 90:2
m melt like wax at the . . . . . . . . .Ps 97:5
m skipped like rams . . . . . . . . . .Ps 114:4
m surround Jerusalem  . . . . . . . .Ps 125:2
m shall depart and the  . . . . . . . .Is 54:10
in Judea flee to the m . . . . . . .Matt 24:16
that I could remove m  . . . . . .1 Cor 13:2
m were not found  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 16:20

MOURN
and you m at last  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 5:11
a time to m . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 3:4
are those who m  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:4
Lament and m and weep  . . . . .James 4:9
of the earth will m . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:7

MOURNED
we m to you  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 11:17
and have not rather m  . . . . . . .1 Cor 5:2

MOURNING
This is a deep m  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 50:11
m all the day long  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 38:6
m shall be ended  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 60:20
men break bread in m . . . . . . . . .Jer 16:7
I will turn their m . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 31:13
shall be a great m  . . . . . . . . .Zech 12:11
be turned to m and  . . . . . . . . .James 4:9

MOURNS
heavily, as one who m  . . . . . . . .Ps 35:14
The earth m and fades  . . . . . . . . .Is 24:4
for Him as one m . . . . . . . . . .Zech 12:10

MOUTH
“Who has made man’s m  . . . . . .Ex 4:11
Out of the m of babes  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 8:2
The m of the righteous  . . . . . . .Ps 37:30
m shall speak wisdom  . . . . . . . . .Ps 49:3
iniquity stops its m  . . . . . . . . .Ps 107:42
knowledge, but the m  . . . . . .Prov 10:14
m preserves his life  . . . . . . . . .Prov 13:3
The m of an immoral  . . . . . . .Prov 22:14
and a flattering m . . . . . . . . . .Prov 26:28
m speaking pompous  . . . . . . . . .Dan 7:8
the doors of your m . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 7:5
m defiles a man  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 15:11
m I will judge you  . . . . . . . . .Luke 19:22
I will give you a m  . . . . . . . . .Luke 21:15
m confession is made  . . . . . . .Rom 10:10
m great swelling words  . . . . . . . .Jude 16
vomit you out of My m  . . . . . . .Rev 3:16

MOVE
and the earth will m  . . . . . . . . . .Is 13:13
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the mountain shall m . . . . . . . .Zech 14:4
in Him we live and m  . . . . . . .Acts 17:28

MOVED
shall never be m  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 15:5
she shall not be m  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 46:5
spoke as they were m  . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:21

MUCH
m study is . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 12:12
m better than wine is  . . . . . . .Song 4:10
to whom m is given . . . . . . . .Luke 12:48
M more then  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:9

MULTIPLIED
sorrows shall be m . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 16:4
of the disciples m  . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 6:7
word of God grew and m  . . . .Acts 12:24

MULTIPLY
“Be fruitful and m . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 1:22
m your descendants  . . . . . . . .Gen 16:10
m my days as the  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 29:18
m the descendants  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 33:22

MULTITUDE
stars of heaven in m  . . . . . . . .Deut 1:10
Your house in the m  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 5:7
m that kept a pilgrim  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 42:4
In the m of words sin  . . . . . . .Prov 10:19
In a m of people is a  . . . . . . . .Prov 14:28
compassion on the m  . . . . . . .Matt 15:32
with the angel a m . . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:13
“love will cover a m  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:8
and behold, a great m  . . . . . . . . .Rev 7:9

MURDER
“You shall not m  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 20:13
‘You shall not m . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:21
threats and m against  . . . . . . . . .Acts 9:1
You m and covet and  . . . . . . . .James 4:2

MURDERED
sons of those who m  . . . . . . .Matt 23:31
Jesus whom you m  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 5:30
one and m his brother . . . . . .1 John 3:12

MURDERER
He was a m from the  . . . . . . . .John 8:44
and asked for a m  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 3:14
of you suffer as a m  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:15
his brother is a m  . . . . . . . . .1 John 3:15

MURDERERS
in it, but now m  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:21
and profane, for m  . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:9
abominable, m  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:8

MURDERS
evil thoughts, m . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 15:19
envy, m, drunkenness  . . . . . . . .Gal 5:21

MUSIC
So David played m  . . . . . . . .1 Sam 18:10
m are brought low  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 12:4
the house, he heard m  . . . . . .Luke 15:25

MUSING
while I was m  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 39:3

MUTE
Or who makes the m  . . . . . . . . .Ex 4:11
m who does not open  . . . . . . . .Ps 38:13
I was m with silence  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 39:2
I was m  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 39:9

MUTILATION
beware of the m  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 3:2

MUTUAL
by the m faith both  . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:12

MUZZLE
“You shall not m  . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 25:4
“You shall not m  . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:18

MYSTERIES
to you to know the m . . . . . . .Matt 13:11
and understand all m  . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:2
the spirit he speaks m . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:2

MYSTERIOUS
today is not too m  . . . . . . . . .Deut 30:11

MYSTERY
given to know the m  . . . . . . . .Mark 4:11
wisdom of God in a m  . . . . . . .1 Cor 2:7
Behold, I tell you a m  . . . . . .1 Cor 15:51
made known to us the m . . . . . . .Eph 1:9
This is a great m  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:32
m which has been  . . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:26
the m of godliness  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:16

N

NAAMAN
Captain in the Syrian army, 2 Kin

5:1–11
Healed of his leprosy, 2 Kin 5:14–17
Referred to by Christ, Luke 4:27

NABAL
Refuses David’s request, 1 Sam 25:2–12
Escapes David’s wrath but dies of a

stroke, 1 Sam 25:13–39

NABOTH
Murdered for his vineyard by King

Ahab, 1 Kin 21:1–16
His murder avenged, 1 Kin 21:17–25

NADAB
Eldest of Aaron’s four sons, Ex 6:23
Takes part in affirming covenant, Ex

24:1, 9–12
Becomes priest, Ex 28:1
Consumed by fire, Lev 10:1–7

—King of Israel, 1 Kin 14:20
Killed by Baasha, 1 Kin 15:25–31

NAHASH
King of Ammon; makes impossible

demands, 1 Sam 11:1–15

NAHOR
Grandfather of Abraham, Gen 11:24–26

—Son of Terah, brother of Abraham, Gen
11:17

NAHUM
Inspired prophet to Judah concerning

Nineveh, Nah 1:1

NAILED
n it to the cross  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 2:14

NAIN
Village south of Nazareth; Jesus raises

widow’s son here, Luke 7:11–17

NAIOTH
Prophets’ school in Ramah, 1 Sam

19:18, 19, 22, 23

NAKED
And they were both n . . . . . . . .Gen 2:25
knew that they were n  . . . . . . . .Gen 3:7
“N I came from my  . . . . . . . . . .Job 1:21
Isaiah has walked n  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 20:3
I was n and you  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 25:36
and fled from them n  . . . . . .Mark 14:52
shall not be found n  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:3
but all things are n  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 4:13

brother or sister is n . . . . . . . .James 2:15
poor, blind, and n  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:17

NAKEDNESS
of Canaan, saw the n  . . . . . . . .Gen 9:22
or famine, or n . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:35
often, in cold and n  . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:27
n may not be revealed  . . . . . . . .Rev 3:18

NAME
Abram called on the n  . . . . . . .Gen 13:4
Israel shall be your n  . . . . . . .Gen 35:10
This is My n forever  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 3:15
shall not take the n  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 20:7
are called by the n  . . . . . . . . .Deut 28:10
glorious and awesome n  . . . .Deut 28:58
by My n will humble  . . . . . . .2 Chr 7:14
and he has no n  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 18:17
excellent is Your n . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 8:1
n will put their trust  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 9:10
be His glorious n  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 72:19
n is great in Israel  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 76:1
do not call on Your n  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 79:6
to Your n give glory  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 115:1
above all Your n  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 138:2
He calls them all by n  . . . . . . . .Ps 147:4
The n of the LORD is a  . . . . . .Prov 18:10
A good n is to be  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 22:1
what is His Son’s n . . . . . . . . . .Prov 30:4
make mention of Your n  . . . . . . .Is 26:13
the LORD, that is My n  . . . . . . . . .Is 42:8
be to the LORD for a n  . . . . . . . . .Is 55:13
be called by a new n . . . . . . . . . . .Is 62:2
Everlasting is Your n . . . . . . . . . .Is 63:16
who calls on Your n  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 64:7
it shall be to Me a n  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 33:9
and made Yourself a n . . . . . . . .Dan 9:15
we will walk in the n  . . . . . . . . .Mic 4:5
They will call on My n  . . . . . . .Zech 13:9
n shall be great  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 1:11
to you who fear My n  . . . . . . . . .Mal 4:2
you shall call His n . . . . . . . . . .Matt 1:21
hallowed be Your n  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:9
prophesied in Your n  . . . . . . . .Matt 7:22
righteous man in the n . . . . . .Matt 10:41
n Gentiles will trust  . . . . . . . .Matt 12:21
together in My n  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 18:20
will come in My n  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:5
“My n is Legion  . . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 5:9
The virgin’s n was  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:27
“His n is John  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:63
and cast out your n  . . . . . . . . .Luke 6:22
who believe in His n  . . . . . . . .John 1:12
comes in his own n  . . . . . . . . .John 5:43
his own sheep by n  . . . . . . . . .John 10:3
through faith in His n  . . . . . . . .Acts 3:16
there is no other n  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 4:12
suffer shame for His n  . . . . . . .Acts 5:41
which is above every n  . . . . . . . .Phil 2:9
deed, do all in the n . . . . . . . . . .Col 3:17
a more excellent n  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 1:4
blaspheme that noble n  . . . . . .James 2:7
reproached for the n  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:14
you hold fast to My n . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:13
n that you are alive  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:1
having His Father’s n . . . . . . . . .Rev 14:1
and glorify Your n  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 15:4
n written that no one  . . . . . . .Rev 19:12
NAME’S
saved them for His n  . . . . . . . . .Ps 106:8
forgiven you for His n  . . . . . .1 John 2:12

NAMED
let my name be n  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 48:16
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I have n you . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 45:4

NAOMI
Widow of Elimelech, Ruth 1:1–3
Returns to Bethlehem with Ruth, Ruth

1:14–19
Arranges Ruth’s marriage to Boaz, Ruth

3; 4

NAPHTALI
Son of Jacob by Bilhah, Gen 30:1–8
Receives Jacob’s blessing, Gen 49:21,

28
—Tribe of:

Numbered, Num 1:42, 43
Territory assigned to, Josh 19:32–39
Joins Gideon’s army, Judg 7:23
Attacked by Ben-Hadad and Tiglath-

Pileser, 1 Kin 15:20; 2 Kin 15:29
Prophecy of great light in; fulfilled in

Christ’s ministry, Is 9:1–7; Matt
4:12–16

NARROW
“Enter by the n gate . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:13
n is the gate and  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:14

NATHAN
Son of David, 2 Sam 5:14
Mary’s lineage traced through, Zech

12:12
—Prophet under David and Solomon,

1 Chr 29:29
Reveals God’s plan to David, 2 Sam

7:2–29
Rebukes David’s sin, 2 Sam 12:1–15
Reveals Adonijah’s plot, 1 Kin 1:10–46

NATHANAEL
One of Christ’s disciples, John 1:45–51

NATION
make you a great n  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 12:2
You slay a righteous n  . . . . . . . .Gen 20:4
priests and a holy n  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 19:6
dealt thus with any n  . . . . . . . .Ps 147:20
exalts a n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 14:34
lift up sword against n  . . . . . . . . . .Is 2:4
that the righteous n  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 26:2
a small one a strong n . . . . . . . . .Is 60:22
n that was not called  . . . . . . . . . .Is 65:1
n changed its gods  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 2:11
I will make them one n  . . . . .Ezek 37:22
since there was a n  . . . . . . . . . .Dan 12:1
n will rise against . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:7
for he loves our n  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 7:5
those who are not a n  . . . . . .Rom 10:19
tribe, tongue, and n . . . . . . . . . .Rev 13:7

NATIONS
itself among the n  . . . . . . . . . .Num 23:9
Why do the n rage . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 2:1
I will give You the n  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 2:8
n shall serve Him  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 72:11
n shall call Him  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 72:17
n shall fear the name  . . . . . . . .Ps 102:15
is high above all n  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 113:4
All n before Him are . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:17
n who do not know  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 55:5
the wise men of the n  . . . . . . . . .Jer 10:7
n shall be joined  . . . . . . . . . . .Zech 2:11
disciples of all the n  . . . . . . . .Matt 28:19
who was to rule all n  . . . . . . . . .Rev 12:5
the healing of the n  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 22:2

NATURAL
women exchanged the n  . . . . .Rom 1:26
the men, leaving the n  . . . . . . .Rom 1:27

did not spare the n . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:21
n man does not receive  . . . . .1 Cor 2:14
It is sown a n body  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:44
not first, but the n  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:46

NATURE
for what is against n  . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:26
n itself teach you  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 11:14
We who are Jews by n  . . . . . . . .Gal 2:15
by n children of wrath . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:3
of the divine n  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:4

NAZARENE
Jesus to be called, Matt 2:23
Descriptive of Jesus’ followers, Acts

24:5

NAZARETH
Town in Galilee; considered obscure,

John 1:46
City of Jesus’ parents, Matt 2:23
Early home of Jesus, Luke 2:39–51
Jesus rejected by, Luke 4:16–30

NEAR
that has God so n to it  . . . . . . . .Deut 4:7
But the word is very n  . . . . . .Deut 30:14
The LORD is n to all  . . . . . . . . .Ps 145:18
upon Him while He is n  . . . . . . . .Is 55:6
know that it is n  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:33
kingdom of God is n  . . . . . . .Luke 21:31
“The word is n . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 10:8
to those who were n  . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:17
for the time is n  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:3

NEARER
now our salvation is n  . . . . . .Rom 13:11

NEBO
Babylonian god, Is 46:1

—Summit of Pisgah; Moses dies here,
Deut 32:49; 34:1, 5

NEBUCHADNEZZAR
Monarch of the Neo-Babylonian Empire

(605–562 B.C.); carries Jews captive
to Babylon, Dan 1:1–3

Crushes Jehoiachin’s revolt, 2 Kin
24:10–17

Destroys Jerusalem; captures Zedekiah,
Jer 39:5–8

Prophecies concerning, Is 14:4–27; Jer
21:7–10; 25:8, 9; 27:4–11;
32:28–36; 43:10–13; Ezek 26:7–12

NEBUZARADAN
Nebuchadnezzar’s captain at siege of

Jerusalem, 2 Kin 25:8–20
Protects Jeremiah, Jer 39:11–14

NECESSARY
mouth more than my n  . . . . . .Job 23:12
and thus it was n  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 24:46
burden than these n  . . . . . . . .Acts 15:28
I found it n to write . . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 3

NECESSITIES
have provided for my n . . . . . .Acts 20:34
and again for my n  . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:16

NECESSITY
n is laid upon me  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 9:16
not grudgingly or of n  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 9:7

NECK
smooth part of his n  . . . . . . . .Gen 27:16
and grace to your n  . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:22
n was an iron sinew  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 48:4
were hung around his n  . . . . . .Matt 18:6
ran and fell on his n . . . . . . . .Luke 15:20

NECKS
stiffened their n  . . . . . . . . . . . .Neh 9:29
with outstretched n  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 3:16
who risked their own n  . . . . . .Rom 16:4

NEED
in nakedness, and in n . . . . . .Deut 28:48
a prowler, and your n . . . . . . .Prov 24:34
the things you have n  . . . . . . . .Matt 6:8
‘The Lord has n  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 21:3
each as anyone had n  . . . . . . . .Acts 4:35
hand, “I have no n  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:21
who ministered to my n  . . . . . .Phil 2:25
supply all your n  . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:19
to help in time of n  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 4:16
sees his brother in n  . . . . . . .1 John 3:17
The city had no n  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:23

NEEDY
your poor and your n  . . . . . . .Deut 15:11
They push the n . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 24:4
n shall not always be  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 9:18
He will deliver the n  . . . . . . . . .Ps 72:12
and lifts the n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 113:7
to rob the n of  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 10:2
n will lie down in . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 14:30
a strength to the n  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 25:4

NEGLECT
n the gift that is  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 4:14
if we n so great a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:3

NEGLECTED
n the weightier  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:23
their widows were n  . . . . . . . . .Acts 6:1

NEHEMIAH
Jewish cupbearer to King Artaxerxes;

prays for restoration of Jerusalem,
Neh 1:4–11

King commissions him to rebuild walls,
Neh 2:1–8

Overcomes opposition and
accomplishes rebuilding, Neh 4—6

Appointed governor, Neh 5:14
Participates with Ezra in restored

worship, Neh 8—10
Registers the people and the priests and

Levites, Neh 11:1—12:26
Dedicates the wall, Neh 12:27–43
Returns to Jerusalem after absence and

institutes reforms, Neh 13:4–31

NEIGHBOR
you shall love your n  . . . . . . . .Lev 19:18
for better is a n  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 27:10
every man teach his n . . . . . . . .Jer 31:34
gives drink to his n  . . . . . . . . . .Hab 2:15
‘You shall love your n  . . . . . . .Matt 5:43
“And who is my n  . . . . . . . . .Luke 10:29
“You shall love your n  . . . . . . .Rom 13:9

NEST
and make its n  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 39:27
n is a man who wanders . . . . . .Prov 27:8
though you set your n  . . . . . . . . .Obad 4
that he may set his n . . . . . . . . . .Hab 2:9

NET
me with His n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 19:6
have hidden their n  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 35:7
They have prepared a n  . . . . . . . .Ps 57:6
an antelope in a n . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 51:20
catch in their n  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hab 1:15
I will let down the n  . . . . . . . . .Luke 5:5
to them, “Cast the n  . . . . . . . .John 21:6
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NETHINIM
Servants of the Levites, Ezra 8:20
Possible origins of:

Gibeonites, Josh 9:23–27
Solomon’s forced laborers, 1 Kin
9:20, 21

Mentioned, 1 Chr 9:2; Ezra 2:43–54;
7:24; 8:17; Neh 3:31; 7:46–60, 73;
10:28, 29; 11:21

NEVER
in Me shall n thirst  . . . . . . . . .John 6:35
in Me shall n die  . . . . . . . . . .John 11:26
Love n fails  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:8
n take away sins  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:11
“I will n leave you  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 13:5
prophecy n came by  . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:21

NEW
Now there arose a n  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 1:8
the LORD creates a n  . . . . . . .Num 16:30
They chose n gods  . . . . . . . . . . .Judg 5:8
and there is nothing n . . . . . . . . .Eccl 1:9
Behold, I will do a n  . . . . . . . . . .Is 43:19
For behold, I create n  . . . . . . . . .Is 65:17
when I will make a n  . . . . . . . .Jer 31:31
n every morning . . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 3:23
wine into n wineskins  . . . . . . .Matt 9:17
of the n covenant . . . . . . . . . .Matt 26:28
n commandment I give  . . . . .John 13:34
tell or to hear some n  . . . . . . .Acts 17:21
he is a n creation  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:17
n man who is renewed  . . . . . . .Col 3:10
when I will make a n  . . . . . . . . .Heb 8:8
n heavens and a n  . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:13
n name written which . . . . . . . .Rev 2:17
And they sang a n  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 5:9
And I saw a n heaven  . . . . . . . .Rev 21:1
I make all things n . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:5

NEWNESS
also should walk in n  . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:4
should serve in the n  . . . . . . . . .Rom 7:6

NEWS
heard this bad n  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 33:4
soul, so is good n  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 25:25
him who brings good n . . . . . . . . .Is 52:7

NICANOR
One of the first seven deacons, Acts

6:1–5

NICODEMUS
Pharisee; converses with Jesus, John

3:1–12
Protests unfairness of Christ’s trial, John

7:50–52
Brings gifts to anoint Christ’s body,

John 19:39, 40

NICOLAITANS
Group teaching moral laxity, Rev

2:6–15

NICOLAS
One of the first seven deacons, Acts 6:5

NIGHT
darkness He called N  . . . . . . . . .Gen 1:5
It is a n of solemn  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 12:42
pillar of fire by n  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 13:22
and the n be ended  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 7:4
gives songs in the n  . . . . . . . . .Job 35:10
n reveals knowledge  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 19:2
awake through the n  . . . . . . .Ps 119:148
and stars to rule by n  . . . . . . . . .Ps 136:9
desired You in the n  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 26:9

and perished in a n  . . . . . . . . . .Jon 4:10
and continued all n  . . . . . . . . .Luke 6:12
man came to Jesus by n  . . . . . . .John 3:2
n is coming when no  . . . . . . . . .John 9:4
came to Jesus by n  . . . . . . . . .John 19:39
The n is far spent  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 13:12
as a thief in the n  . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 5:2
We are not of the n  . . . . . . . .1 Thess 5:5
there shall be no n  . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:25
there shall be no n  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 22:5

NILE
Hebrew children drowned in, Ex 1:22
Moses hidden in, Ex 2:3–10
Water of, turned to blood, Ex 7:14–21
Mentioned in prophecies, Is 19:5–8;

23:3; 27:12; Jer 46:7–9; Amos 9:5

NIMROD
Ham’s grandson, Gen 10:6–12

NINE
where are the n . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 17:17

NINETY-NINE
he not leave the n  . . . . . . . . .Matt 18:12
n just persons  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 15:7

NINEVEH
Capital of Assyria, 2 Kin 19:36
Jonah preaches to; people repent, Jon

3:1–10; Matt 12:41
Prophecy against, Nah 2:13—3:19;

Zeph 2:13–15

NOAH
Son of Lamech, Gen 5:28–32
Finds favor with God; commissioned to

build the ark, Gen 6:8–22
Fills ark and survives flood, Gen 7
Leaves ark; builds altar; receives God’s

promise, Gen 8
God’s covenant with, Gen 9:1–17
Blesses and curses his sons; dies, Gen

9:18–29

NO AMON (or Thebes)
Nineveh compared to, Nah 3:8

NOB
City of priests; David flees to, 1 Sam

21:1–9
Priests of, killed by Saul, 1 Sam

22:9–23

NOBLE
whatever things are n  . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:8
not blaspheme that n  . . . . . . . .James 2:7

NOBLES
voice of n was hushed  . . . . . . .Job 29:10
king is the son of n  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 10:17
n have sent their lads  . . . . . . . . .Jer 14:3
your n rest in the  . . . . . . . . . . .Nah 3:18

NOD
Place (east of Eden) of Cain’s exile, Gen

4:16, 17

NOISE
The n of a multitude . . . . . . . . . . .Is 13:4
people who make a n  . . . . . . . . .Is 17:12
of Egypt, is but a n  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 46:17
They have made a n  . . . . . . . . . .Lam 2:7
away with a great n . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:10

NOSTRILS
n the breath of life  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 2:7
breath of God in my n  . . . . . . . .Job 27:3
breath is in his n  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 2:22

NOTE
urge you, brethren, n  . . . . . . .Rom 16:17
n those who so walk  . . . . . . . . .Phil 3:17

NOTHING
For now you are n  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 6:21
rich, yet has n  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 13:7
“It is good for n  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 20:14
before Him are as n  . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:17
their works are n  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 41:29
I can of Myself do n  . . . . . . . . .John 5:30
Me you can do n  . . . . . . . . . . .John 15:5
men, it will come to n  . . . . . . .Acts 5:38
bring to n the things . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:28
For I know of n against  . . . . . . .1 Cor 4:4
have not love, I am n  . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:2
love, it profits me n  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:3
Be anxious for n  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:6
For we brought n  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:7
complete, lacking n  . . . . . . . . .James 1:4
name’s sake, taking n . . . . . . . . .3 John 7

NOTORIOUS
n prisoner called  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 27:16

NOURISHED
“I have n and  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:2
n and knit together  . . . . . . . . . .Col 2:19
n in the words of  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 4:6

NOURISHES
n and cherishes it  . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:29

NOVICE
not a n, lest being  . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:6

NUMBER
if a man could n  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 13:16
that I may know the n  . . . . . .2 Sam 24:2
things without n  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 5:9
For now You n my steps  . . . . . .Job 14:16
n the clouds by wisdom  . . . . . .Job 38:37
teach us to n our days  . . . . . . . .Ps 90:12
He counts the n . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 147:4
which no one could n  . . . . . . . . .Rev 7:9
His n is 666  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 13:18

NUMBERED
are more than can be n  . . . . . . . .Ps 40:5
God has n your kingdom . . . . . .Dan 5:26
‘And He was n with . . . . . . . .Luke 22:37

O

OAKS
Wail, O o of Bashan . . . . . . . . .Zech 11:2

OARSMEN
o brought you into  . . . . . . . . .Ezek 27:26

OATH
people feared the o  . . . . . . .1 Sam 14:26
for the sake of your o  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 8:2
I may establish the o . . . . . . . . . .Jer 11:5
And you shall be an o  . . . . . . . .Jer 42:18
he denied with an o . . . . . . . .Matt 26:72
o which He swore  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:73
themselves under an o  . . . . . .Acts 23:12

OATHS
shall perform your o . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:33
because of the o . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 14:9

OBADIAH
King Ahab’s steward, 1 Kin 18:3–16

—Prophet of Judah, Obad 1

OBED
Son of Boaz and Ruth, Ruth 4:17–22

NETHINIM 1916 OBED



OBED-EDOM
Philistine from Gath; ark of the Lord left

in his house, 2 Sam 6:10–12; 1 Chr
13:13, 14

OBEDIENCE
and apostleship for o  . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:5
o many will be made  . . . . . . . .Rom 5:19
captivity to the o  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 10:5
confidence in your o  . . . . . . . .Philem 21
yet He learned o  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 5:8
for o and sprinkling . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:2

OBEDIENT
you are willing and o  . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:19
of the priests were o . . . . . . . . . .Acts 6:7
make the Gentiles o  . . . . . . . .Rom 15:18
bondservants, be o to  . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:5
Himself and became o  . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:8
homemakers, good, o  . . . . . . . .Titus 2:5
as o children . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:14

OBEY
LORD, that I should o  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 5:2
God and o His voice  . . . . . . . .Deut 4:30
o the commandments  . . . . . .Deut 11:27
His voice we will o  . . . . . . . . .Josh 24:24
o is better than  . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 15:22
they hear of me they o . . . . . . . .Ps 18:44
if you diligently o . . . . . . . . . . .Zech 6:15
o God rather than men  . . . . . . .Acts 5:29
and do not o the truth  . . . . . . . .Rom 2:8
yourselves slaves to o  . . . . . . . .Rom 6:16
o your parents in all . . . . . . . . . .Col 3:20
Bondservants, o in all . . . . . . . . .Col 3:22
on those who do not o . . . . . .2 Thess 1:8
O those who rule  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 13:17
if some do not o  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:1

OBEYED
of sin, yet you o  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:17
they have not all o  . . . . . . . . .Rom 10:16
By faith Abraham o  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:8
as Sarah o Abraham  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:6

OBEYING
o the truth through  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:22

OBSCURITY
shall see out of o  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 29:18

OBSERVANCE
the LORD, a solemn o . . . . . . . . .Ex 12:42

OBSERVATION
does not come with o  . . . . . .Luke 17:20

OBSERVE
man, and o the upright  . . . . . . .Ps 37:37
and let your eyes o  . . . . . . . . .Prov 23:26
o mercy and justice  . . . . . . . . . .Hos 12:6
teaching them to o all  . . . . . .Matt 28:20
o days and months and  . . . . . . .Gal 4:10
o your chaste conduct  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:2

OBSERVES
o the wind will not  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 11:4
He who o the day . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 14:6

OBSERVING
o his natural face  . . . . . . . . . .James 1:23

OBSESSED
nothing, but is o  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:4

OBSOLETE
Now what is becoming o  . . . . .Heb 8:13

OBSTINATE
and made his heart o  . . . . . . . .Deut 2:30
I knew that you were o  . . . . . . . .Is 48:4

OBTAIN
They shall o joy and  . . . . . . . . . .Is 35:10
they also may o mercy  . . . . . .Rom 11:31
o salvation through  . . . . . . . .1 Thess 5:9
and covet and cannot o  . . . . . .James 4:2

OBTAINED
o a part in this  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 1:17
yet have now o mercy  . . . . . .Rom 11:30
endured, he o the  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:15
To those who have o  . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:1

OBTAINS
o favor from the LORD . . . . . . . .Prov 8:35

ODED
Prophet of Samaria, 2 Chr 28:9–15

OFFEND
I will o no more  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 34:31
that devour him will o  . . . . . . . . .Jer 2:3
lest we o them . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 17:27
than that he should o . . . . . . . .Luke 17:2
them, “Does this o . . . . . . . . . .John 6:61

OFFENDED
So they were o at Him  . . . . . .Matt 13:57
stumbles or is o  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 14:21

OFFENDER
who make a man an o  . . . . . . . .Is 29:21
For if I am an o . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 25:11

OFFENSE
and a rock of o  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 8:14
You are an o to Me  . . . . . . . .Matt 16:23
by the one man’s o . . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:17
Give no o  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:32
the o of the cross  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:11
sincere and without o  . . . . . . . .Phil 1:10
and a rock of o  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:8

OFFENSES
For o must come  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 18:7
impossible that no o  . . . . . . . .Luke 17:1
up because of our o  . . . . . . . . .Rom 4:25

OFFER
o the blind as a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 1:8
come and o your gift  . . . . . . . .Matt 5:24
let us continually o  . . . . . . . . .Heb 13:15

OFFERED
to eat those things o  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 8:10
the eternal Spirit o  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:14
so Christ was o  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:28
o one sacrifice  . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:12
By faith Abel o  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:4

OFFERING
you shall bring your o  . . . . . . . . .Lev 1:2
o You did not require . . . . . . . . . .Ps 40:6
You make His soul an o  . . . . . . .Is 53:10
to the LORD an o  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 3:3
Himself for us, an o . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:2
out as a drink o  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:17
o You did not  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:5
o He has perfected  . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:14
is no longer an o . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:18

OFFERINGS
and offered burnt o . . . . . . . . . .Gen 8:20
He remember all your o . . . . . . . .Ps 20:3
In burnt o and  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:6

OFFICE
let another take his o . . . . . . . . .Ps 109:8
sitting at the tax o  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 9:9

OFFICERS
also make your o  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 60:17

OFFSCOURING
You have made us an o  . . . . . . .Lam 3:45
the o of all things  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 4:13

OFFSPRING
My blessing on your o  . . . . . . . . .Is 44:3
He seeks godly o  . . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 2:15
wife and raise up o  . . . . . . . .Matt 22:24
For we are also His o  . . . . . . .Acts 17:28
am the Root and the O  . . . . . .Rev 22:16

OFTEN
o I wanted to gather  . . . . . . .Luke 13:34
as o as you eat this  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 11:26
in sleeplessness o  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:27
should offer Himself o . . . . . . . .Heb 9:25

OG
Amorite king of Bashan, Deut 3:1–13
Defeated and killed by Israel, Num

21:32–35

OHOLAH
Symbolic name of Samaria, Ezek 23:4,

5, 36

OIL
for the anointing o  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 25:6
I cease giving my o . . . . . . . . . . .Judg 9:9
a bin, and a little o  . . . . . . . .1 Kin 17:12
poured out rivers of o . . . . . . . . .Job 29:6
anointed with fresh o  . . . . . . . .Ps 92:10
the heart of man, o  . . . . . . . . .Ps 104:15
like the precious o  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 133:2
be as excellent o  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 141:5
thousand rivers of o  . . . . . . . . . .Mic 6:7
very costly fragrant o  . . . . . . . .Matt 26:7
o might have been sold  . . . . . .Matt 26:9
anointing him with o  . . . . . . .James 5:14
and do not harm the o  . . . . . . . . .Rev 6:6
OINTMENT
O and perfume delight  . . . . . . .Prov 27:9
your name is o . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Song 1:3

OLD
young, and now am o  . . . . . . . .Ps 37:25
all manner, new and o  . . . . . . .Song 7:13
was said to those of o . . . . . . . .Matt 5:21
yet fifty years o  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 8:57
but when you are o  . . . . . . . .John 21:18
Your o men shall dream  . . . . . .Acts 2:17
o man was crucified  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:6
of the O Testament  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 3:14
o things have passed . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:17
have put off the o man . . . . . . . . .Col 3:9
obsolete and growing o  . . . . . . .Heb 8:13
that serpent of o  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 20:2
OLDER
o shall serve the  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 25:23
o than your father  . . . . . . . . . .Job 15:10
“Now his o son was . . . . . . . .Luke 15:25
not rebuke an o man  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:1
o women as mothers  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:2

OLDEST
beginning with the o  . . . . . . . . .John 8:9

OLIVE
a freshly plucked o  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 8:11
I am like a green o . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 52:8
of the o may fail  . . . . . . . . . . . .Hab 3:17
o tree which is wild  . . . . . . . .Rom 11:24

OLIVES, MOUNT OF
David flees to, 2 Sam 15:30
Prophecy concerning, Zech 14:4
Christ’s triumphal entry from, Matt

21:1

OBED-EDOM 1917 OLIVES



Prophetic discourse delivered from,
Matt 24:3

Christ’s ascension from, Acts 1:9–12

OMNIPOTENT
For the Lord God O . . . . . . . . . .Rev 19:6

OMRI
Made king of Israel by army, 1 Kin

16:16, 21, 22
Builds Samaria; reigns wickedly, 1 Kin

16:23–27

ON
City of Lower Egypt; center of sun

worship, Gen 41:45, 50
Called Beth Shemesh, Jer 43:13

ONAN
Second son of Judah; slain for failure to

give his brother an heir, Gen
38:8–10

ONCE
died, He died to sin o  . . . . . . . .Rom 6:10
for men to die o  . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:27
also suffered o . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:18

ONE
God may speak in o way . . . . . .Job 33:14
Two are better than o  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 4:9
you will be gathered o  . . . . . . . .Is 27:12
“O thing you lack  . . . . . . . . .Mark 10:21
o thing is needed . . . . . . . . . .Luke 10:42
I and My Father are o . . . . . . .John 10:30
Me, that they may be o  . . . . .John 17:11
o accord in the temple  . . . . . . .Acts 2:46
for you are all o  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:28
to create in Himself o  . . . . . . . .Eph 2:15
o body and o Spirit  . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:4
o hope of your calling  . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:4
o Lord, o faith, o  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:5
o God and Father of  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:6
For there is o God and  . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:5
o Mediator between God  . . . . .1 Tim 2:5
the husband of o wife  . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:2
a thousand years as o  . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:8
and these three are o  . . . . . . .1 John 5:7

ONESIMUS
Slave of Philemon converted by Paul in

Rome, Philem 10–17
With Tychicus, carries Paul’s letters to

Colosse and to Philemon, Col 4:7–9

ONESIPHORUS
Ephesian Christian commended for his

service, 2 Tim 1:16–18

OPEN
o His lips against you  . . . . . . . . .Job 11:5
You o Your hand  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 104:28
O your mouth for the . . . . . . . .Prov 31:8
and no one shall o  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 22:22
a lamb in o country  . . . . . . . . . .Hos 4:16
Can a demon o the eyes  . . . . .John 10:21
our heart is wide o  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 6:11
things are naked and o  . . . . . . .Heb 4:13
o the scroll and to  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 5:2

OPENED
o not His mouth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:7
Then their eyes were o  . . . . .Luke 24:31
o the Scriptures  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 24:32
o their understanding  . . . . . .Luke 24:45
effective door has o  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 16:9
when the Lamb o  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 6:1
Now I saw heaven o  . . . . . . . .Rev 19:11

OPENS
o the ears of men  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 33:16
The LORD o the eyes of . . . . . . . .Ps 146:8
him the doorkeeper o . . . . . . . .John 10:3
and shuts and no one o  . . . . . . . .Rev 3:7

OPHIR
Famous for gold, 1 Chr 29:4

OPHRAH
Town in Manasseh; home of Gideon,

Judg 6:11, 15
Site of Gideon’s burial, Judg 8:32

OPINION
dared not declare my o . . . . . . . .Job 32:6
be wise in your own o  . . . . . .Rom 11:25

OPINIONS
falter between two o . . . . . . .1 Kin 18:21

OPPORTUNITY
But sin, taking o . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 7:8
as we have o  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 6:10
but you lacked o  . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:10
they would have had o  . . . . . .Heb 11:15

OPPOSES
who o and exalts  . . . . . . . . . .2 Thess 2:4

OPPRESS
you shall not o . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lev 25:17
You that You should o  . . . . . . . .Job 10:3
He does not o  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 37:23
he loves to o  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 12:7
o the widow or the  . . . . . . . . .Zech 7:10
Do not the rich o  . . . . . . . . . . .James 2:6

OPPRESSED
Whom have I o  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 12:3
For he has o and  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 20:19
fatherless and the o  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 10:18
for all who are o  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 103:6
The tears of the o  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 4:1
He was o and He was  . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:7
her midst, and the o  . . . . . . . . .Amos 3:9
healing all who were o  . . . . . .Acts 10:38
Lot, who was o by . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:7
OPPRESSES
o the poor reproaches  . . . . . .Prov 14:31
o the poor to increase  . . . . . .Prov 22:16
A poor man who o  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 28:3

OPPRESSION
have surely seen the o . . . . . . . . . .Ex 3:7
“For the o of the  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 12:5
Do not trust in o  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 62:10
their life from o  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 72:14
brought low through o . . . . . . .Ps 107:39
Redeem me from the o  . . . . .Ps 119:134
considered all the o  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 4:1
o destroys a wise  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:7
justice, but behold, o  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 5:7
surely seen the o  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 7:34
OPPRESSIONS
of o they cry out . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 35:9

OPPRESSOR
the voice of the o  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 3:18
Do not envy the o  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:31
is a great o  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 28:16
of the fury of the o  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 51:13
No more shall an o  . . . . . . . . . .Zech 9:8

OPPRESSORS
not leave me to my o  . . . . . . .Ps 119:121
o there is power  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 4:1

ORACLES
received the living o . . . . . . . . .Acts 7:38

were committed the o  . . . . . . . .Rom 3:2
principles of the o . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 5:12
let him speak as the o  . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:11

ORDAINED
infants You have o  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 8:2
o you a prophet  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 1:5
the Man whom He has o  . . . .Acts 17:31

ORDER
‘Set your house in o  . . . . . . . .2 Kin 20:1
set your words in o  . . . . . . . . . .Job 33:5
you, and set them in o  . . . . . . . .Ps 50:21
swept, and put in o  . . . . . . . .Matt 12:44
done decently and in o  . . . . .1 Cor 14:40
each one in his own o  . . . . .1 Cor 15:23
to see your good o  . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 2:5
according to the o . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 5:6

ORDERS
o his conduct aright I . . . . . . . . .Ps 50:23

ORDINANCE
resists the o of God  . . . . . . . . .Rom 13:2
yourselves to every o . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:13

ORDINANCES
Do you know the o . . . . . . . . . .Job 38:33
“If those o depart  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 31:36
not appointed the o  . . . . . . . . .Jer 33:25
gone away from My o  . . . . . . . . .Mal 3:7
and fleshly o imposed  . . . . . . . .Heb 9:10

ORION
Brilliant constellation, Job 9:9

ORNAMENT
will be a graceful o . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 1:9
of gold and an o  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 25:12
with them all as an o  . . . . . . . . .Is 49:18

ORNAMENTS
a virgin forget her o  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 2:32

ORPAH
Ruth’s sister-in-law, Ruth 1:4, 14

ORPHANS
We have become o  . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 5:3
I will not leave you o  . . . . . . .John 14:18
to visit o and widows  . . . . . . .James 1:27

OSNAPPER
Called “the great and noble,” Ezra 4:10

OSTRICHES
o will dwell there  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 13:21
is cruel, like o  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 4:3
a mourning like the o  . . . . . . . . .Mic 1:8

OTHNIEL
Son of Kenaz, Caleb’s youngest brother,

Judg 1:13
Captures Kirjath Sepher; receives

Caleb’s daughter as wife, Josh
15:15–17

First judge of Israel, Judg 3:9–11

OUGHT
what Israel o to do  . . . . . . . .1 Chr 12:32
These you o to have . . . . . . . .Matt 23:23
pray for as we o  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:26
how you o to conduct  . . . . . .1 Tim 3:15
which they o not  . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:13
persons o you to be  . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:11

OUTCAST
they called you an o  . . . . . . . . .Jer 30:17

OUTCASTS
gathers together the o  . . . . . . . .Ps 147:2
will assemble the o . . . . . . . . . . .Is 11:12
hide the o  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 16:3
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Let My o dwell with  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 16:4

OUTCRY
that there be no o  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 144:14

OUTGOINGS
You make the o of the  . . . . . . . . .Ps 65:8

OUTRAGE
lewdness and o in  . . . . . . . . . .Judg 20:6

OUTRAN
the other disciple o  . . . . . . . . .John 20:4

OUTSIDE
and dish, that the o  . . . . . . . .Matt 23:26
Pharisees make the o . . . . . . .Luke 11:39
toward those who are o  . . . . . . . .Col 4:5
to Him, o the camp . . . . . . . . .Heb 13:13
But o are dogs and . . . . . . . . . .Rev 22:15
OUTSTRETCHED
and with an o arm  . . . . . . . . . .Deut 26:8
against you with an o  . . . . . . . . .Jer 21:5

OUTWARD
at the o appearance  . . . . . . . .1 Sam 16:7
adornment be merely o  . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:3
OUTWARDLY
appear beautiful o  . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:27
not a Jew who is one o  . . . . . . .Rom 2:28
OUTWIT
The enemy shall not o  . . . . . . . .Ps 89:22

OVEN
make them as a fiery o . . . . . . . . .Ps 21:9
burning like an o . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 4:1
is thrown into the o  . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:30
OVERCAME
My throne, as I also o  . . . . . . . .Rev 3:21
And they o him by  . . . . . . . . .Rev 12:11
OVERCOME
good cheer, I have o . . . . . . . .John 16:33
o evil with good  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 12:21
because you have o  . . . . . . . .1 John 2:13
and the Lamb will o  . . . . . . . .Rev 17:14
OVERCOMES
of God o the world  . . . . . . . . .1 John 5:4
o I will give to eat  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:7
o shall not be hurt . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:11
o shall inherit all  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:7
OVERFLOWING
My heart is o with a  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 45:1

OVERSEER
Then he made him o  . . . . . . . .Gen 39:4
having no captain, o . . . . . . . . . .Prov 6:7
to the Shepherd and O  . . . . . .1 Pet 2:25
OVERSEERS
Spirit has made you o  . . . . . . .Acts 20:28
you, serving as o  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:2
OVERSHADOW
of the Highest will o  . . . . . . . .Luke 1:35

OVERTAKE
does righteousness o  . . . . . . . . . .Is 59:9
you feared shall o  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 42:16
and o this chariot  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 8:29
that this Day should o  . . . . . .1 Thess 5:4
OVERTAKEN
No temptation has o  . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:13
if a man is o in any  . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 6:1

OVERTHREW
So He o those cities  . . . . . . . .Gen 19:25
will be as when God o  . . . . . . . .Is 13:19
As God o Sodom and . . . . . . . . .Jer 50:40

“I o some of you . . . . . . . . . . .Amos 4:11

OVERTHROW
you shall utterly o  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 23:24
o the righteous in . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 18:5
o the throne of  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hag 2:22
o the faith of some . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:18

OVERTHROWN
Their judges are o  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 141:6
of Sodom, which was o . . . . . . . .Lam 4:6
I will make it o  . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 21:27
and Nineveh shall be o . . . . . . . . .Jon 3:4

OVERTHROWS
and o the mighty  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 12:19
o them in the night  . . . . . . . . .Job 34:25
o the words of the  . . . . . . . . .Prov 22:12

OVERTURNED
my heart is o within  . . . . . . . . .Lam 1:20
o the tables of the  . . . . . . . . .Matt 21:12
money and o the tables  . . . . . .John 2:15

OVERWHELM
o the fatherless  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 6:27
sends them out, they o  . . . . . . .Job 12:15

OVERWHELMED
when my heart is o . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 6l:2
and my spirit was o  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 77:3
o their enemies  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:53
waters would have o  . . . . . . . . .Ps 124:4
my spirit is o within  . . . . . . . . .Ps 143:4

OVERWORK
Do not o to be rich . . . . . . . . . .Prov 23:4

OWE
‘How much do you o  . . . . . . . .Luke 16:5
O no one anything  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 13:8
o me even your own  . . . . . . . .Philem 19

OWED
o him ten thousand  . . . . . . . .Matt 18:24
fellow servants who o  . . . . . .Matt 18:28
o five hundred denarii  . . . . . . .Luke 7:41

OWN
He came to His o  . . . . . . . . . . .John 1:11
having loved His o  . . . . . . . . . .John 13:1
world would love its o  . . . . . .John 15:19
and you are not your o  . . . . . .1 Cor 6:19
But each one has his o  . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:7
For all seek their o  . . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:21
from our sins in His o  . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:5

OX
shall not muzzle an o . . . . . . . .Deut 25:4
“Will the wild o  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 39:9
you bind the wild o  . . . . . . . . .Job 39:10
like a young wild o  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 29:6
exalted like a wild o  . . . . . . . . .Ps 92:10
o knows its owner  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:3
had the face of an o  . . . . . . . . .Ezek 1:10
Sabbath loose his o  . . . . . . . .Luke 13:15
shall not muzzle an o  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 9:9

P

PACE
are majestic in p  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 30:29

PACIFIES
A gift in secret p  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 21:14
for conciliation p  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 10:4

PADAN ARAM
Same as Mesopotamia, Gen 24:10; see

MESOPOTAMIA

Home of Isaac’s wife, Gen 25:20

Jacob flees to, Gen 28:2–7
Jacob returns from, Gen 31:17, 18
People of, called Syrians, Gen 31:24
Language of, called Aramaic, 2 Kin 18:26

PAILS
p are full of milk  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 21:24

PAIN
p you shall bring . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 3:16
p as a woman in  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 13:8
are filled with p  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 21:3
before her p came  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 66:7
Why is my p perpetual  . . . . . . .Jer 15:18
shall be no more p . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:4

PAINED
My heart is severely p  . . . . . . . . .Ps 55:4
I am p in my very  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 4:19

PAINFUL
this, it was too p  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:16
for the present, but p  . . . . . . .Heb 12:11

PAINS
The p of death . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 116:3
having loosed the p  . . . . . . . . .Acts 2:24
upon them, as labor p  . . . . . .1 Thess 5:3

PAINT
and she put p on her  . . . . . . .2 Kin 9:30
your eyes with p  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 4:30

PAINTING
it with cedar and p  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 22:14

PALACE
enter the King’s p  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 45:15
a p of foreigners  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 25:2
guards his own p  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 11:21
evident to the whole p  . . . . . . .Phil 1:13

PALACES
out of the ivory p . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 45:8
God is in her p  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 48:3
has entered our p  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 9:21

PALE
his face now grow p  . . . . . . . . . .Is 29:22
and all faces turned p  . . . . . . . . .Jer 30:6
behold, a p horse . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 6:8

PALM
of water and seventy p  . . . . . . .Ex 15:27
p trees and went out  . . . . . . .John 12:13
p branches in their  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 7:9

PALMS
struck Him with the p  . . . . . .Matt 26:67

PALTI (or Paltiel)
Man to whom Saul gives Michal,

David’s wife, in marriage, 1 Sam
25:44; 2 Sam 3:15

PAMPERS
p his servant from  . . . . . . . . .Prov 29:21

PAMPHYLIA
People from, at Pentecost, Acts 2:10
Paul visits; John Mark returns home

from, Acts 13:13; 15:38
Paul preaches in cities of, Acts 14:24, 25

PANGS
The p of death . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 18:4
P and sorrows will  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 13:8
labors with birth p  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:22

PANICKED
the men of Benjamin p  . . . . . .Judg 20:41

PANT
They p after the dust  . . . . . . . .Amos 2:7
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PANTS
As the deer p for the  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 42:1

PAPHOS
Paul blinds Elymas at, Acts 13:6–13

PAPYRUS
“Can the p grow up  . . . . . . . . . .Job 8:11

PARABLE
open my mouth in a p  . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:2
p He did not speak . . . . . . . . .Matt 13:34
do You speak this p  . . . . . . . .Luke 12:41

PARABLES
‘Does he not speak p  . . . . . . .Ezek 20:49
understand all the p  . . . . . . . .Mark 4:13
rest it is given in p . . . . . . . . . .Luke 8:10

PARADE
love does not p . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:4

PARADISE
will be with Me in P  . . . . . . .Luke 23:43
was caught up into P  . . . . . . .2 Cor 12:4
in the midst of the P  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:7

PARAN
Residence of exiled Ishmael, Gen 21:21
Israelites camp in, Num 10:12
Headquarters of spies, Num 13:3, 26
Site of David’s refuge, 1 Sam 25:1

PARCHMENTS
especially the p  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 4:13

PARDON
p your transgressions  . . . . . . . .Ex 23:21
O LORD, p my iniquity  . . . . . . . .Ps 25:11
He will abundantly p  . . . . . . . . . .Is 55:7
p all their iniquities  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 33:8

PARDONING
is a God like You, p  . . . . . . . . . .Mic 7:18

PARENTS
will rise up against p  . . . . . . .Matt 10:21
has left house or p  . . . . . . . . .Luke 18:29
disobedient to p  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:30
to lay up for the p . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 12:14

PARMENAS
One of the first seven deacons, Acts 6:5

PART
You have no p in the  . . . . . . .Josh 22:25
has chosen that good p  . . . . .Luke 10:42
you, you have no p . . . . . . . . . .John 13:8
For we know in p  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:9
p has a believer  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 6:15
shall take away his p  . . . . . . . .Rev 22:19

PARTAKE
for we all p of that  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:17
you cannot p of the  . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:21

PARTAKER
and have been a p  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 50:18
in hope should be p  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 9:10
Christ, and also a p  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:1

PARTAKERS
Gentiles have been p  . . . . . . .Rom 15:27
of the sacrifices p  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:18
know that as you are p  . . . . . . .2 Cor 1:7
gospel, you all are p  . . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:7
qualified us to be p  . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:12
For we have become p  . . . . . . .Heb 3:14

PARTED
them, that He was p  . . . . . . .Luke 24:51
so sharp that they p  . . . . . . . .Acts 15:39

PARTIAL
You shall not be p  . . . . . . . . . .Lev 19:15

PARTIALITY
You shall not show p  . . . . . . . .Deut 1:17
unjustly, and show p  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 82:2
is not good to show p  . . . . . . . .Prov 18:5
but have shown p  . . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 2:9
that God shows no p  . . . . . . .Acts 10:34
For there is no p  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:11
doing nothing with p  . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:21
but if you show p  . . . . . . . . . . .James 2:9
good fruits, without p . . . . . . .James 3:17

PARTIES
revelries, drinking p  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:3

PARTITION
the Testimony, and p  . . . . . . . . .Ex 40:3

PARTNER
Whoever is a p with a  . . . . . .Prov 29:24
you count me as a p  . . . . . . . .Philem 17

PARTRIDGE
when one hunts a p . . . . . . .1 Sam 26:20

PARTS
anything but death p  . . . . . . . .Ruth 1:17
in the inward p  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 51:6
Shout, you lower p  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 44:23
but our presentable p  . . . . . .1 Cor 12:24
into the lower p  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:9

PASHHUR
Official opposing Jeremiah, Jer 21:1;

38:1–13
—Priest who puts Jeremiah in jail, Jer

20:1–6

PASS
I will p over you  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 12:13
of the sea that p . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 8:8
When you p through the  . . . . . . .Is 43:2
“I will make you p  . . . . . . . . .Ezek 20:37
I will not p by them  . . . . . . . . .Amos 7:8
and earth will p  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:35

PASSED
And behold, the LORD p  . . . .1 Kin 19:11
forbearance God had p  . . . . . . .Rom 3:25
High Priest who has p . . . . . . . .Heb 4:14
know that we have p . . . . . . .1 John 3:14

PASSES
For the wind p over it  . . . . . . .Ps 103:16
of Christ which p  . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 3:19

PASSION
than to burn with p  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:9
uncleanness, p, evil  . . . . . . . . . . .Col 3:5

PASSIONS
gave them up to vile p  . . . . . . .Rom 1:26

PASSOVER
It is the LORD’s P  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 12:11
of King Josiah this P  . . . . . . .2 Kin 23:23
I will keep the P  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 26:18
indeed Christ, our P  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 5:7
By faith he kept the P  . . . . . . .Heb 11:28

PAST
My days are p  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 17:11
lo, the winter is p  . . . . . . . . . .Song 2:11
and His ways p finding  . . . . . .Rom 11:33
ways spoke in time p  . . . . . . . . .Heb 1:1
p lifetime in doing . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:3

PASTORS
and some p and  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:11

PASTURE
the sheep of Your p  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 74:1
the people of His p  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 95:7
feed them in good p . . . . . . . .Ezek 34:14
in and out and find p  . . . . . . . .John 10:9

PASTURES
to lie down in green p  . . . . . . . . .Ps 23:2

PATH
p no bird knows . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 28:7
You will show me the p  . . . . . . .Ps 16:11
lead me in a smooth p  . . . . . . . .Ps 27:11
But the p of the just  . . . . . . . . .Prov 4:18
way in the sea and a p  . . . . . . . .Is 43:16

PATHROS
Described as a lowly kingdom, Ezek

29:14–16
Refuge for dispersed Jews, Jer 44:1–15
Jews to be regathered from, Is 11:11

PATHS
He leads me in the p  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 23:3
Teach me Your p  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 25:4
and all her p are . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:17
p they have not  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 42:16
themselves crooked p  . . . . . . . . . .Is 59:8
Make His p straight  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 3:3
and make straight p  . . . . . . . .Heb 12:13
PATIENCE
‘Master, have p  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 18:26
and bear fruit with p  . . . . . . . .Luke 8:15
Now may the God of p  . . . . . . .Rom 15:5
labor of love, and p  . . . . . . . .1 Thess 1:3
faith, love, p  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:11
your faith produces p  . . . . . . . .James 1:3
p have its perfect  . . . . . . . . . . .James 1:4
in the kingdom and p  . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:9
Here is the p and the . . . . . . . .Rev 13:10
PATIENT
rejoicing in hope, p  . . . . . . . .Rom 12:12
uphold the weak, be p . . . . .1 Thess 5:14

PATIENTLY
the LORD, and wait p  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 37:7
if you take it p . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:20

PATMOS
John, banished here, receives the

Revelation, Rev 1:9

PATRIARCHS
begot the twelve p  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 7:8

PATTERN
p which you were  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 26:30
as you have us for a p  . . . . . . . .Phil 3:17
Hold fast the p  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 1:13
p shown you on the  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 8:5

PAUL
Roman citizen from Tarsus; studied

under Gamaliel, Acts 22:3, 25–28
Originally called Saul; persecutes the

church, Acts 7:58; 8:1, 3; 9:1, 2
Converted on road to Damascus, Acts

9:3–19
Preaches in Damascus; escapes to

Jerusalem and then to Tarsus, Acts
9:20–30

Ministers in Antioch; sent to Jerusalem,
Acts 11:25–30

First missionary journey, Acts 13; 14
Speaks for Gentiles at Jerusalem

Council, Acts 15:1–5, 12
Second missionary journey, Acts

15:36—18:22

PANTS 1920 PAUL



Third missionary journey, Acts 18:23—
21:14

Arrested in Jerusalem; defense before
Roman authorities, Acts 21:15—
26:32

Sent to Rome, Acts 27:1—28:31
His epistles, Rom; 1 and 2 Cor; Gal;

Eph; Phil; Col; 1 and 2 Thess; 1 and
2 Tim; Titus; Philem

PAULUS, SERGIUS
Roman proconsul of Cyprus, Acts 

13:4, 7

PAVILION
shall hide me in His p  . . . . . . . . .Ps 27:5
them secretly in a p  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 31:20

PAWS
He p in the valley . . . . . . . . . . .Job 39:21

PAY
with which to p  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 22:27
priests teach for p  . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 3:11
with me, and I will p  . . . . . . .Matt 18:26
p taxes to Caesar  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 22:17
For you p tithe of  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:23

PEACE
“These men are at p  . . . . . . . .Gen 34:21
I will give p in the  . . . . . . . . . . .Lev 26:6
you, and give you p  . . . . . . . . .Num 6:26
‘Make p with me by a . . . . . .2 Kin 18:31
field shall be at p  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 5:23
both lie down in p  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 4:8
seek p and pursue it  . . . . . . . . .Ps 34:14
for He will speak p  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 85:8
p have those who  . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:165
I am for p  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 120:7
for the p of Jerusalem  . . . . . . . .Ps 122:6
P be within your walls  . . . . . . . .Ps 122:7
P be upon Israel  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 125:5
war, and a time of p  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 3:8
Father, Prince of P  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 9:6
keep him in perfect p  . . . . . . . . . .Is 26:3
p they have not  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 59:8
slightly, saying, ‘P  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 6:14
“We looked for p  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 8:15
give you assured p  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 14:13
they will seek p  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 7:25
P be multiplied  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 4:1
this One shall be p  . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 5:5
place I will give p  . . . . . . . . . . . .Hag 2:9
is worthy, let your p  . . . . . . .Matt 10:13
that I came to bring p  . . . . . .Matt 10:34
and on earth p . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:14
if a son of p is there . . . . . . . . .Luke 10:6
that make for your p  . . . . . . .Luke 19:42
I leave with you, My p  . . . . . .John 14:27
in Me you may have p  . . . . . .John 16:33
Grace to you and p . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:7
by faith, we have p . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:1
God has called us to p  . . . . . .1 Cor 7:15
p will be with you  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 13:11
Spirit is love, joy, p  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:22
He Himself is our p  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:14
and the p of God . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:7
heaven, having made p  . . . . . . .Col 1:20
And let the p of God  . . . . . . . . .Col 3:15
Be at p among  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 5:13
faith, love, p  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:22
meaning “king of p,”  . . . . . . . . .Heb 7:2
is sown in p by those  . . . . . . .James 3:18
p be multiplied  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:2

PEACEABLE
and p life in all . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:2
is first pure, then p  . . . . . . . .James 3:17

PEACEABLY
on you, live p . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 12:18

PEACEFUL
in a p habitation . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 32:18

PEACEMAKERS
Blessed are the p  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:9

PEARL
had found one p  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 13:46
gate was of one p  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:21

PEARLS
nor cast your p  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:6
hair or gold or p . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:9
gates were twelve p . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:21

PEG
wife, took a tent p  . . . . . . . . . .Judg 4:21
will fasten him as a p  . . . . . . . . .Is 22:23

PEKAH
Son of Remaliah; usurps Israel’s throne,

2 Kin 15:25–28
Forms alliance with Rezin of Syria

against Ahaz, Is 7:1–9
Alliance defeated; captives returned,

2 Kin 16:5–9
Territory of, overrun by Tiglath-Pileser,

2 Kin 15:29
Assassinated by Hoshea, 2 Kin 15:30

PEKAHIAH
Son of Menahem; king of Israel, 2 Kin

15:22–26
Assassinated by Pekah, 2 Kin 15:23–25

PEN
My tongue is the p  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 45:1
on it with a man’s p  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 8:1
to write to you with p  . . . . . . .3 John 13

PENNY
have paid the last p  . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:26

PENTECOST
P had fully come . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 2:1

PENUEL
Place east of Jordan; site of Jacob’s

wrestling with angel, Gen 32:24–31
Inhabitants of, slain by Gideon, Judg

8:8, 9, 17

PEOPLE
will take you as My p  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 6:7
Who is like you, a p . . . . . . . .Deut 33:29
p shall be my p  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ruth 1:16
p who know the joyful  . . . . . . . .Ps 89:15
We are His p and the . . . . . . . . .Ps 100:3
Happy are the p . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 144:15
“Blessed is Egypt My p  . . . . . . . .Is 19:25
this is a rebellious p  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 30:9
p who provoke Me  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 65:3
and they shall be My p  . . . . . . . .Jer 24:7
for you are not My p  . . . . . . . . . .Hos 1:9
like p, like priest  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 4:9
to make ready a p  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:17
take out of them a p  . . . . . . . .Acts 15:14
who were not My p  . . . . . . . . .Rom 9:25
and they shall be My p  . . . . . .2 Cor 6:16
His own special p  . . . . . . . . . .Titus 2:14
LORD will judge His p  . . . . . . .Heb 10:30
but are now the p  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:10
tribe and tongue and p  . . . . . . . .Rev 5:9
they shall be His p . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:3

PEOR
Mountain of Moab opposite Jericho,

Num 23:28
Israel’s camp seen from, Num 24:2

—Moabite god called Baal of Peor, Num
25:3, 5, 18

Israelites punished for worship of, Num
31:16

PERCEIVE
given you a heart to p  . . . . . . .Deut 29:4
but I cannot p  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 23:8
seeing, but do not p  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 6:9
may see and not p . . . . . . . . . .Mark 4:12

PERDITION
except the son of p  . . . . . . . .John 17:12
to them a proof of p  . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:28
revealed, the son of p  . . . . . .2 Thess 2:3
who draw back to p  . . . . . . . .Heb 10:39
day of judgment and p . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:7

PEREZ
One of Judah’s twin sons by Tamar,

Gen 38:24–30

PERFECT
Noah was a just man, p . . . . . . . .Gen 6:9
one who is p in  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 36:4
for God, His way is p  . . . . . . . . .Ps 18:30
You were p in your  . . . . . . . .Ezek 28:15
Father in heaven is p  . . . . . . . .Matt 5:48
“If you want to be p . . . . . . . .Matt 19:21
they may be made p . . . . . . . .John 17:23
and p will of God  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 12:2
when that which is p  . . . . . .1 Cor 13:10
present every man p  . . . . . . . . .Col 1:28
the law made nothing p  . . . . . .Heb 7:19
of just men made p  . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:23
good gift and every p  . . . . . . .James 1:17
in word, he is a p  . . . . . . . . . . .James 3:2
p love casts out fear  . . . . . . .1 John 4:18

PERFECTED
third day I shall be p  . . . . . . .Luke 13:32
or am already p  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 3:12
the Son who has been p  . . . . . .Heb 7:28
the love of God is p . . . . . . . . .1 John 2:5

PERFECTION
the p of beauty  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 50:2
consummation of all p  . . . . . . .Ps 119:96
let us go on to p  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:1

PERFORM
p Your statutes  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:112
am ready to p My word . . . . . . . .Jer 1:12
how to p what is good  . . . . . . .Rom 7:18

PERGA
Visited by Paul, Acts 13:13, 14; 14:25

PERGAMOS
Site of one of the seven churches, Rev

1:11
Special message to, Rev 2:12–17

PERIL
or nakedness, or p  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:35

PERILOUS
from the p pestilence . . . . . . . . . .Ps 91:3
in the last days p  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 3:1

PERILS
journeys often, in p  . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:26

PERISH
“Surely we die, we p  . . . . . . .Num 17:12
All flesh would p  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 34:15
they p at the rebuke  . . . . . . . . .Ps 80:16
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very day his plans p  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 146:4
so that we may not p  . . . . . . . . . .Jon 1:6
little ones should p  . . . . . . . .Matt 18:14
will all likewise p  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 13:3
in Him should not p  . . . . . . . . .John 3:16
they shall never p  . . . . . . . . .John 10:28
concern things which p  . . . . . . .Col 2:22
among those who p  . . . . . . .2 Thess 2:10
that any should p  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:9

PERISHABLE
do it to obtain a p  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 9:25

PERISHED
p being innocent  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 4:7
Truth has p and has  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 7:28
The faithful man has p  . . . . . . . .Mic 7:2

PERISHING
We are p  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 8:25
to those who are p  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 4:3

PERIZZITES
One of seven Canaanite nations, Deut

7:1
Possessed Palestine in Abraham’s time,

Gen 13:7
Jacob’s fear of, Gen 34:30
Many of, slain by Judah, Judg 1:4, 5

PERJURER
p shall be expelled . . . . . . . . . . .Zech 5:3

PERMIT
the Spirit did not p  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 16:7
I do not p a woman  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:12

PERMITS
you, if the Lord p  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 16:7
we will do if God p  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:3

PERMITTED
p no one to do them  . . . . . . . .Ps 105:14

PERPETUATED
Your name shall be p  . . . . . . . .Nah 1:14

PERPLEXED
at one another, p  . . . . . . . . . .John 13:22
we are p  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 4:8

PERSECUTE
p me as God does . . . . . . . . . . .Job 19:22
p me wrongfully  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:86
when they revile and p  . . . . . .Matt 5:11
Bless those who p  . . . . . . . . .Rom 12:14

PERSECUTED
p the poor and needy . . . . . . . .Ps 109:16
p the prophets who  . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:12
If they p Me . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 15:20
p the church of God  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:9
p, but not forsaken  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 4:9
p us now preaches the  . . . . . . . .Gal 1:23

PERSECUTES
wicked in his pride p  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 10:2

PERSECUTION
p arises because of  . . . . . . . . .Matt 13:21
At that time a great p  . . . . . . . . .Acts 8:1
do I still suffer p  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:11

PERSECUTOR
a blasphemer, a p . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:13

PERSEVERANCE
tribulation produces p  . . . . . . . .Rom 5:3
to this end will all p  . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:18
longsuffering, love, p  . . . . . . .2 Tim 3:10
to self-control p . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:6

PERSEVERE
kept My command to p  . . . . . . .Rev 3:10

PERSISTENCE
p he will rise and . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 11:8

PERSON
In whose eyes a vile p  . . . . . . . . .Ps 15:4
p will suffer hunger  . . . . . . . .Prov 19:15
do not regard the p  . . . . . . . .Matt 22:16
express image of His p  . . . . . . . .Heb 1:3
let it be the hidden p  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:4

PERSUADE
“You almost p me . . . . . . . . . .Acts 26:28
the Lord, we p men  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:11
For do I now p men  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 1:10

PERSUADED
a ruler is p  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 25:15
neither will they be p  . . . . . .Luke 16:31
p that He is able  . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 1:12

PERSUASIVE
p words of human  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 2:4
you with p words . . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 2:4

PERTAINING
Priest in things p  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:17
for men in things p  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 5:1

PERTURBED
things the earth is p  . . . . . . . .Prov 30:21

PERVERSE
your way is p . . . . . . . . . . . . .Num 22:32
for the p person is an  . . . . . . . .Prov 3:32
p lips far from you  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 4:24
p heart will be  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 12:8
p man sows strife . . . . . . . . . .Prov 16:28
but he who is p  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 28:18
from this p generation  . . . . . . .Acts 2:40

PERVERSITY
in oppression and p  . . . . . . . . . .Is 30:12

PERVERT
You shall not p  . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 16:19
and p all equity  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 3:9
p the gospel of Christ . . . . . . . . . .Gal 1:7

PERVERTING
We found this fellow p  . . . . . .Luke 23:2
will you not cease p  . . . . . . . .Acts 13:10

PERVERTS
p the words of the . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 23:8
p his ways will become  . . . . . .Prov 10:9

PESTILENCE
from the perilous p  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 91:3
p that walks in  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 91:6
Before Him went p  . . . . . . . . . . .Hab 3:5

PESTILENCES
will be famines, p  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:7

PETER
Fisherman; called to discipleship, Matt

4:18–20; John 1:40–42
Called as apostle, Matt 10:2–4
Walks on water, Matt 14:28–33
Confesses Christ’s deity, Matt

16:13–19
Rebuked by Christ, Matt 16:21–23
Witnesses Transfiguration, Matt

17:1–8; 2 Pet 1:16–18
Denies Christ three times, Matt

26:69–75
Commissioned to feed Christ’s sheep,

John 21:15–17
Leads disciples, Acts 1:15–26
Preaches at Pentecost, Acts 2:1–41
Performs miracles, Acts 3:1–11;

5:14–16; 9:32–43

Called to minister to Gentiles, Acts 10
Defends his visit to Gentiles, Acts

11:1–18
Imprisoned and delivered, Acts 12:3–19
Speaks at Jerusalem Council, Acts

15:7–14
Writes epistles, 1 Pet 1:1; 2 Pet 1:1

PETITION
of Israel grant your p  . . . . . . .1 Sam 1:17

PETITIONS
fulfill all your p  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 20:5
p that we have asked  . . . . . .1 John 5:15

PHARAOH
Kings of Egypt, contemporaries of:

Abraham, Gen 12:15–20
Joseph, Gen 40; 41
Moses in youth, Ex 1:8–11
the Exodus, Ex 5—14
Solomon, 1 Kin 3:1; 11:17–20

Other Pharaohs, 1 Kin 14:25, 26; 2 Kin
17:4; 18:21; 19:9; 23:29; Jer 44:30

PHARISEE
to pray, one a P  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 18:10
and brethren, I am a P  . . . . . . .Acts 23:6

PHILADELPHIA
City of Lydia in Asia Minor; church

established here, Rev 1:11

PHILEMON
Christian at Colosse to whom Paul

writes, Philem 1
Paul appeals to him to receive

Onesimus, Philem 9–21

PHILETUS
False teacher, 2 Tim 2:17, 18

PHILIP
Son of Herod the Great, Matt 14:3

—One of the twelve apostles, Matt 10:3
Brings Nathanael to Christ, John

1:43–48
Tested by Christ, John 6:5–7
Introduces Greeks to Christ, John

12:20–22
Gently rebuked by Christ, John 14:8–12

—One of the first seven deacons, Acts 6:5
Called an evangelist, Acts 21:8
Preaches in Samaria, Acts 8:5–13
Leads the Ethiopian eunuch to Christ,

Acts 8:26–40
PHILIPPI

City of Macedonia (named after Philip
of Macedon); visited by Paul, Acts
16:12; 20:6

Paul writes letter to church of, Phil 1:1

PHILISTIA
The land of the Philistines, Gen 21:32,

34; Josh 13:2; Ps 60:8

PHILISTINES
Not attacked by Joshua, Josh 13:1–3
Left to test Israel, Judg 3:1–4
God delivers Israel to, as punishment,

Judg 10:6, 7
Israel delivered from, by Samson, Judg

13—16
Capture, then return the ark of the

Lord, 1 Sam 4—6
Wars and dealings with Saul and David,

1 Sam 13:15—14:23; 17:1–52;
18:25–27; 21:10–15; 27:1—28:6;
29:1–11; 31:1–13; 2 Sam 5:17–25
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Originally on the island of Caphtor, Jer
47:4

Prophecies concerning, Is 9:11, 12; Jer
25:15–20; 47:1–7; Ezek 25:15–17;
Zeph 2:4–6

PHILOSOPHERS
p encountered him . . . . . . . . .Acts 17:18

PHILOSOPHY
cheat you through p . . . . . . . . . . .Col 2:8

PHINEHAS
Aaron’s grandson; executes God’s

judgment, Num 25:1–18; Ps 106:30,
31

Settles dispute over memorial altar, Josh
22:11–32

—Younger son of Eli; abuses his office,
1 Sam 1:3; 2:12–17, 22–36

Killed by Philistines, 1 Sam 4:11, 17

PHOENICIA
Mediterranean coastal region including

the cities of Ptolemais, Tyre,
Zarephath and Sidon; evangelized by
early Christians, Acts 11:19

Jesus preaches here, Matt 15:21

PHRYGIA
Jews from, at Pentecost, Acts 2:1, 10
Visited twice by Paul, Acts 16:6

PHYLACTERIES
They make their p  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:5

PHYSICIAN
Gilead, is there no p  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 8:22
have no need of a p  . . . . . . . . .Matt 9:12
Luke the beloved p  . . . . . . . . . .Col 4:14

PHYSICIANS
are all worthless p  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 13:4
her livelihood on p  . . . . . . . . .Luke 8:43

PI HAHIROTH
Israel camps there before crossing the

Red Sea, Ex 14:2, 9; Num 33:7, 8

PIECES
for my wages thirty p . . . . . . .Zech 11:12
they took the thirty p  . . . . . . . .Matt 27:9
shall be dashed to p . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:17

PIERCE
and his master shall p  . . . . . . . . .Ex 21:6
a sword will p  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:35

PIERCED
p My hands and My feet  . . . . . .Ps 22:16
on Me whom they have p  . . .Zech 12:10
of the soldiers p  . . . . . . . . . . .John 19:34
p themselves through . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:10
and they also who p  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:7

PIERCING
p even to the division  . . . . . . . .Heb 4:12

PIETY
first learn to show p . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:4

PILATE, PONTIUS
Governor of Judea (A.D. 26–36), Luke

3:1
Questions Jesus and delivers Him to

Jews, Matt 27:2, 11–26; John
18:28—19:16

PILGRIMAGE
heart is set on p . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 84:5
In the house of my p  . . . . . . . .Ps 119:54

PILGRIMS
we are aliens and p  . . . . . . .1 Chr 29:15

were strangers and p  . . . . . . .Heb 11:13

PILLAR
and she became a p  . . . . . . . .Gen 19:26
and by night in a p  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 13:21
the living God, the p  . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:15

PILLARS
break their sacred p  . . . . . . . . .Ex 34:13
I set up its p firmly  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 75:3
out her seven p  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 9:1
blood and fire and p  . . . . . . . . .Joel 2:30
and his feet like p  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 10:1

PILOT
rudder wherever the p  . . . . . . .James 3:4

PINE
cypress tree and the p  . . . . . . . .Is 41:19
for these p away  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 4:9

PINNACLE
set Him on the p  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 4:9

PISGAH
Balaam offers sacrifice upon, Num

23:14
Moses views Promised Land from, Deut

3:27
Site of Moses’ death, Deut 34:1–7

PISHON
One of Eden’s four rivers, Gen 2:10, 11

PISIDIA
Twice visited by Paul, Acts 13:13, 14;

14:24

PITHOM
Egyptian city built by Hebrew slaves, Ex

1:11

PIT
cast him into some p  . . . . . . .Gen 37:20
soul draws near the P  . . . . . . . .Job 33:22
who go down to the p  . . . . . . . . .Ps 28:1
woman is a deep p  . . . . . . . . .Prov 22:14
a harlot is a deep p . . . . . . . . .Prov 23:27
fall into his own p  . . . . . . . . .Prov 28:10
my life in the p . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 3:53
who descend into the P  . . . . .Ezek 31:16
up my life from the p  . . . . . . . . . .Jon 2:6
from the waterless p  . . . . . . . .Zech 9:11
if it falls into a p . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 12:11
into the bottomless p . . . . . . . . .Rev 20:3

PITCHERS
hand, with empty p  . . . . . . . . .Judg 7:16
the washing of cups, p  . . . . . . .Mark 7:4

PITIABLE
of all men the most p  . . . . . .1 Cor 15:19

PITS
The proud have dug p  . . . . . . .Ps 119:85

PITY
eye shall have no p  . . . . . . . . .Deut 7:16
“Have p on me . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 19:21
for someone to take p  . . . . . . . .Ps 69:20
He who has p on the  . . . . . . .Prov 19:17
p He redeemed them  . . . . . . . . . .Is 63:9
land, and p His people . . . . . . . .Joel 2:18
And should I not p  . . . . . . . . . . .Jon 4:11
just as I had p  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 18:33

PLACE
p know him anymore  . . . . . . . . .Job 7:10
All go to one p  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 3:20
return again to My p  . . . . . . . . .Hos 5:15
Come, see the p  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 28:6
My word has no p  . . . . . . . . . .John 8:37

I go to prepare a p  . . . . . . . . . .John 14:2
might go to his own p . . . . . . . .Acts 1:25

PLACES
set them in slippery p  . . . . . . . .Ps 73:18
dark p of the earth . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 74:20
and the rough p  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:4
They love the best p  . . . . . . . .Matt 23:6
in the heavenly p  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 1:3

PLAGUE
bring yet one more p . . . . . . . . . .Ex 11:1
p come near your  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 91:10
and the p was stopped  . . . . . . .Ps 106:30

PLAGUES
I will send all My p  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 9:14
I will be your p  . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 13:14
p that are written  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 22:18

PLAINLY
the Christ, tell us p  . . . . . . . .John 10:24
now You are speaking p  . . . . .John 16:29
such things declare p  . . . . . . .Heb 11:14

PLAN
p evil things in their  . . . . . . . . .Ps 140:2
Let none of you p  . . . . . . . . . .Zech 7:10

PLANK
First remove the p  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:5

PLANS
He makes the p of the  . . . . . . . .Ps 33:10
in that very day his p  . . . . . . . . .Ps 146:4
that devises wicked p  . . . . . . . .Prov 6:18
A man’s heart p  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 16:9
P are established  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 20:18

PLANT
A time to p  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 3:2
Him as a tender p . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:2
they shall p vineyards . . . . . . . . .Is 65:21
p of an alien vine  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 2:21
p which My heavenly  . . . . . .Matt 15:13

PLANTED
shall be like a tree p  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 1:3
Your right hand has p  . . . . . . . .Ps 80:15
shall they be p  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:24
by the roots and be p  . . . . . . . .Luke 17:6
I p, Apollos watered  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:6

PLANTS
our sons may be as p  . . . . . . . .Ps 144:12
down its choice p  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 16:8
neither he who p  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:7

PLATFORM
scribe stood on a p  . . . . . . . . . . .Neh 8:4

PLATTER
head here on a p  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 14:8

PLAY
and rose up to p  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 32:6
p skillfully with a . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 33:3
nursing child shall p  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 11:8
and rose up to p  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:7

PLEAD
the one who would p  . . . . . . . .Judg 6:31
Oh, that one might p  . . . . . . . .Job 16:21
p my cause against an  . . . . . . . . .Ps 43:1
p with your friend  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 6:3
Behold, I will p  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 2:35
p His case with all  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 25:31

PLEADED
Then Moses p with the  . . . . . . .Ex 32:11
this thing I p with  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 12:8
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Do good in Your good p  . . . . . . .Ps 51:18
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and My fury will be p  . . . . . . . . .Jer 7:20
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“You could have no p . . . . . . .John 19:11
you shall receive p  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 1:8
as though by our own p  . . . . . .Acts 3:12
man is the great p  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 8:10
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P is awaiting You . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 65:1
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they p them liberty  . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:19
p that He has promised  . . . . .1 John 2:25

PROMISED
bless you as He has p . . . . . . . .Deut 1:11
Him faithful who had p  . . . . . .Heb 11:11

PROMISES
For all the p of God  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 1:20

his Seed were the p  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:16
patience inherit the p  . . . . . . . .Heb 6:12
having received the p  . . . . . . .Heb 11:13
great and precious p  . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:4

PROMPTLY
him disciplines him p . . . . . . .Prov 13:24

PROOF
which is to them a p  . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:28

PROOFS
by many infallible p  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 1:3

PROPER
you, but for what is p  . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:35
Is it p for a woman to  . . . . . .1 Cor 11:13
but, which is p  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:10

PROPERLY
Let us walk p  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 13:13

PROPHECY
miracles, to another p . . . . . .1 Cor 12:10
for p never came by  . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:21
is the spirit of p . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 19:10
of the book of this p  . . . . . . . .Rev 22:19

PROPHESIED
upon them, that they p  . . . . .Num 11:25
to them, yet they p  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 23:21
Lord, have we not p . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:22
prophets and the law p  . . . . .Matt 11:13
virgin daughters who p . . . . . . .Acts 21:9
even more that you p  . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:5

PROPHESIES
for the prophet who p . . . . . . . . .Jer 28:9
woman who prays or p  . . . . . .1 Cor 11:5
p edifies the church  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:4

PROPHESY
prophets, “Do not p  . . . . . . . . . .Is 30:10
The prophets p falsely . . . . . . . . .Jer 5:31
your daughters shall p  . . . . . . . .Joel 2:28
Who can but p  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Amos 3:8
saying, “P to us  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 26:68
your daughters shall p  . . . . . . .Acts 2:17
if prophecy, let us p  . . . . . . . . .Rom 12:6
know in part and we p  . . . . . .1 Cor 13:9
desire earnestly to p  . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:39

PROPHET
shall be your p  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 7:1
raise up for you a P  . . . . . . . .Deut 18:15
arisen in Israel a p  . . . . . . . . .Deut 34:10
“I alone am left a p  . . . . . . . .1 Kin 18:22
is no longer any p  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 74:9
I ordained you a p . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 1:5
p is induced to speak  . . . . . . . .Ezek 14:9
The p is a fool  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 9:7
nor was I a son of a p  . . . . . . .Amos 7:14
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p shall receive a . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 10:41
p is not without honor  . . . . . .Matt 13:57
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is not a greater p  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 7:28
it cannot be that a p  . . . . . . .Luke 13:33
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“This is truly the P . . . . . . . . . .John 6:14
with him the false p  . . . . . . . .Rev 19:20
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p word confirmed  . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:19

PROPHETS
LORD’s people were p  . . . . . .Num 11:29
Saul also among the p  . . . . .1 Sam 10:12
the mouth of all his p  . . . . . .1 Kin 22:22
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prophesy against the p  . . . . . . .Ezek 13:2
Her p are insolent  . . . . . . . . . . .Zeph 3:4
the Law or the P  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:17
is the Law and the P  . . . . . . . .Matt 7:12
or one of the p . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 16:14
the tombs of the p  . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:29
indeed, I send you p  . . . . . . .Matt 23:34
one who kills the p  . . . . . . . .Matt 23:37
Then many false p  . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:11
have Moses and the p  . . . . . .Luke 16:29
You are sons of the p  . . . . . . . .Acts 3:25
p did your fathers not  . . . . . . . .Acts 7:52
To Him all the p  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 10:43
do you believe the p  . . . . . . . .Acts 26:27
before through His p  . . . . . . . . . .Rom l:2
by the Law and the P  . . . . . . . .Rom 3:21
have killed Your p  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:3
p are subject to the . . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:32
to be apostles, some p  . . . . . . . .Eph 4:11
brethren, take the p  . . . . . . . .James 5:10
this salvation the p  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:10
were also false p  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:1
because many false p . . . . . . . .1 John 4:1
blood of saints and p  . . . . . . . . .Rev 16:6
found the blood of p  . . . . . . . .Rev 18:24
of your brethren the p  . . . . . . . .Rev 22:9

PROPITIATION
set forth as a p  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:25
to God, to make p  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:17
He Himself is the p  . . . . . . . . .1 John 2:2
His Son to be the p  . . . . . . . .1 John 4:10

PROPORTION
let us prophesy in p  . . . . . . . . .Rom 12:6

PROPRIETY
modest apparel, with p  . . . . . .1 Tim 2:9

PROSECUTOR
answer me, that my P  . . . . . . .Job 31:35

PROSELYTE
and sea to win one p  . . . . . . .Matt 23:15

PROSELYTES
Rome, both Jews and p  . . . . . . .Acts 2:10

PROSPER
made all he did to p  . . . . . . . . .Gen 39:3
you shall not p . . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 28:29
LORD, God made him p . . . . . .2 Chr 26:5
they p who love you  . . . . . . . . .Ps 122:6
his sins will not p . . . . . . . . . .Prov 28:13
of the LORD shall p  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:10
against you shall p  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 54:17
please, and it shall p  . . . . . . . . . .Is 55:11
of the wicked p . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 12:1
King shall reign and p  . . . . . . . . .Jer 23:5
storing up as he may p  . . . . . .1 Cor 16:2
I pray that you may p  . . . . . . . . .3 John 2

PROSPERED
since the LORD has p  . . . . . . . .Gen 24:56

PROSPERING
His ways are always p  . . . . . . . . .Ps 10:5

PROSPERITY
p all your days  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 23:6
p exceed the fame  . . . . . . . . .1 Kin 10:7
p the destroyer . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 15:21
spend their days in p  . . . . . . . .Job 36:11
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has pleasure in the p  . . . . . . . . .Ps 35:27
When I saw the p  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:3
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the day of p be joyful  . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:14
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that we have our p  . . . . . . . . .Acts 19:25

PROSPEROUS
had made his journey p . . . . . .Gen 24:21
will make your way p  . . . . . . . . .Josh 1:8

PROSPERS
he turns, he p  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 17:8
just as your soul p  . . . . . . . . . . .3 John 2

PROSTRATE
of the proud lie p  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 9:13

PROUD
p waves must stop  . . . . . . . . . .Job 38:11
tongue that speaks p  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 12:3
and fully repays the p  . . . . . . . .Ps 31:23
does not respect the p  . . . . . . . . .Ps 40:4
a haughty look and a p . . . . . . . .Ps 101:5
p He knows from afar  . . . . . . . .Ps 138:6
the house of the p  . . . . . . . . .Prov 15:25
Everyone p  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 16:5
p heart stirs up  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 28:25
is better than the p  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:8
by wine, he is a p  . . . . . . . . . . . .Hab 2:5
He has scattered the p  . . . . . . .Luke 1:51
“God resists the p  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:5

PROVE
p yourself a man . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Kin 2:2
does your arguing p  . . . . . . . . . .Job 6:25
mind, that you may p  . . . . . . . .Rom 12:2
PROVERB
an astonishment, a p  . . . . . . .Deut 28:37
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that hang limp is a p  . . . . . . . .Prov 26:7
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PROVERBS
spoke three thousand p . . . . . .1 Kin 4:32
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PROVIDE
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PROVIDED
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p something better  . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:40

PROVIDES
p food for the raven  . . . . . . . . .Job 38:41
p her supplies in the  . . . . . . . . .Prov 6:8

PROVISION
abundantly bless her p . . . . . . .Ps 132:15
no p for the flesh  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 13:14

PROVOKE
do not p Him  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 23:21
p God are secure  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 12:6
Do they p Me to  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 7:19
p them to jealousy  . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:11
you, fathers, do not p  . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:4

PROVOKED
How often they p . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:40
p the Most High  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:56
Thus they p Him to  . . . . . . . . .Ps 106:29
his spirit was p . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 17:16
seek its own, is not p  . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:5

PRUDENCE
To give p to the  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 1:4
wisdom, dwell with p . . . . . . . .Prov 8:12
us in all wisdom and p  . . . . . . . .Eph 1:8

PRUDENT
p man covers shame . . . . . . . .Prov 12:16
A p man conceals . . . . . . . . . .Prov 12:23
The wisdom of the p  . . . . . . . .Prov 14:8
p considers well  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 14:15
heart will be called p  . . . . . . .Prov 16:21
p acquires knowledge . . . . . . .Prov 18:15
p wife is from the . . . . . . . . . .Prov 19:14
p man foresees evil  . . . . . . . . .Prov 22:3
perished from the p  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 49:7
Therefore the p  . . . . . . . . . . .Amos 5:13
from the wise and p . . . . . . . .Matt 11:25

PRUDENTLY
Servant shall deal p  . . . . . . . . . .Is 52:13

PRUNES
that bears fruit He p . . . . . . . . .John 15:2

PSALM
and the sound of a p  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 98:5
in the second P  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 13:33
each of you has a p  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:26

PSALMIST
And the sweet p  . . . . . . . . . .2 Sam 23:1

PSALMS
Sing to Him, sing p . . . . . . . . .1 Chr 16:9
to one another in p  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:19
Let him sing p  . . . . . . . . . . . .James 5:13

PSALTERY
harp, lyre, and p  . . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 3:10

PUBLISHED
to be proclaimed and p . . . . . . . . .Jon 3:7

PUBLIUS
Roman official; entertains Paul, Acts

28:7, 8

PUFFED
Now some are p up  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 4:18
itself, is not p  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:4
a novice, lest being p  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:6

PUFFS
Knowledge p up  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 8:1

PUL
King of Assyria; same as Tiglath-Pileser,

2 Kin 15:19
—Country and people in Africa, Is 66:19

PULL
P me out of the net  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 31:4
I will p down my barns  . . . . .Luke 12:18

PUNISH
take that man and p . . . . . . . .Deut 22:18
p the righteous is  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 17:26
“I will p the world  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 13:11
Shall I not p them for  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 5:9
p all who oppress them . . . . . . .Jer 30:20
p your iniquity  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 4:22
So I will p them for  . . . . . . . . . .Hos 4:9

PUNISHED
You our God have p  . . . . . . . . .Ezra 9:13
because He has not p  . . . . . . . .Job 35:15
p them often in every  . . . . . . .Acts 26:11
These shall be p  . . . . . . . . . .2 Thess 1:9

PUNISHES
will you say when He p . . . . . . .Jer 13:21

PUNISHMENT
p is greater than I  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 4:13
you do in the day of p . . . . . . . . . .Is 10:3
p they shall be cast  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 8:12
p they shall perish  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 10:15
a man for the p . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 3:39

The p of the iniquity . . . . . . . . . .Lam 4:6
days of p have come  . . . . . . . . . .Hos 9:7
not turn away its p  . . . . . . . . . .Amos 1:3
into everlasting p  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 25:46
p which was inflicted  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 2:6
Of how much worse p  . . . . . .Heb 10:29
sent by him for the p . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:14
the unjust under p  . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:9

PURCHASED
of God could be p  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 8:20
of the p possession  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 1:14

PURE
a mercy seat of p gold  . . . . . . . .Ex 25:17
Can a man be more p  . . . . . . . . .Job 4:17
if you were p and  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 8:6
‘My doctrine is p  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 11:4
that he could be p  . . . . . . . . . .Job 15:14
the heavens are not p . . . . . . . .Job 15:15
the stars are not p  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 25:5
of the LORD are p  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 12:6
will show Yourself p  . . . . . . . . .Ps 18:26
To such as are p  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:1
of the p are pleasant  . . . . . . .Prov 15:26
ways of a man are p  . . . . . . . . .Prov 16:2
my heart clean, I am p  . . . . . . .Prov 20:9
but as for the p  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 21:8
a generation that is p  . . . . . . .Prov 30:12
Shall I count p . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 6:11
things indeed are p  . . . . . . . .Rom 14:20
whatever things are p  . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:8
keep yourself p  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:22
p all things are p  . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 1:15
above is first p  . . . . . . . . . . . .James 3:17
babes, desire the p  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:2
just as He is p  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 John 3:3

PURER
p eyes than to behold  . . . . . . . .Hab 1:13

PURGE
P me with hyssop  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 51:7
p them as gold and  . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 3:3

PURGED
away, and your sin p  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 6:7
He had by Himself p  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 1:3

PURIFICATION
for the water of p  . . . . . . . . . .Num 19:9
with the water of p  . . . . . . . .Num 31:23

PURIFIED
earth, p seven times  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 12:6
all things are p  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:22
Since you have p . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:22

PURIFIES
hope in Him p himself  . . . . . .1 John 3:3

PURIFY
p the sons of Levi  . . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 3:3
and p your hearts  . . . . . . . . . . .James 4:8

PURIFYING
thus p all foods  . . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 7:19
p their hearts by . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 15:9
sanctifies for the p  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:13

PURIM
called these days P  . . . . . . . . . .Esth 9:26

PURITY
be delivered by the p  . . . . . . . .Job 22:30
He who loves p of  . . . . . . . . .Prov 22:11
by p, by knowledge  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 6:6
spirit, in faith, in p . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 4:12

PURPLE
who was clothed in p  . . . . . .Luke 16:19
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they put on Him a p  . . . . . . . . .John 19:2
She was a seller of p  . . . . . . . .Acts 16:14

PURPOSE
and fulfill all your p  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 20:4
A time for every p . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 3:1
p that is purposed . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 14:26
But for this p I came  . . . . . . .John 12:27
by the determined p  . . . . . . . . .Acts 2:23
them all that with p  . . . . . . . .Acts 11:23
to the eternal p  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 3:11
Now the p of the  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:5
to fulfill His p  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 17:17

PURPOSED
For the LORD had p  . . . . . . .2 Sam 17:14
LORD of hosts has p . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 23:9
But Daniel p in his  . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 1:8
pleasure which He p  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 1:9

PURPOSES
each one give as he p  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 9:7

PURSE
let us all have one p  . . . . . . . . .Prov 1:14

PURSES
p his lips and brings  . . . . . . . .Prov 16:30

PURSUE
And will You p dry  . . . . . . . . . .Job 13:25
p my honor as the wind  . . . . . .Job 30:15
The sword shall p  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 48:2
but their hearts p . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 33:31
Let us know, let us p  . . . . . . . . . .Hos 6:3
p righteousness  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 9:30
P love, and desire . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:1
p righteousness  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:11
him seek peace and p  . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:11

PURSUES
Evil p sinners . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 13:21
flee when no one p  . . . . . . . . .Prov 28:1

PURSUING
but Israel, p the law  . . . . . . . . .Rom 9:31

PUT
Also He has p eternity . . . . . . . .Eccl 3:11
pride He is able to p down  . . . .Dan 4:37
what you will p on . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:25
p my hand into His  . . . . . . . .John 20:25
But p on the Lord . . . . . . . . . .Rom 13:14

PUTREFYING
bruises and p sores . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:6

Q

QUAIL
and it brought q  . . . . . . . . . .Num 11:31
and He brought q  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 105:40

QUAKED
the whole mountain q  . . . . . . . .Ex 19:18
and the earth q  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 27:51

QUAKES
The earth q before . . . . . . . . . . .Joel 2:10

QUALIFIED
the Father who has q  . . . . . . . . .Col 1:12

QUARREL
see how he seeks a q  . . . . . . . .2 Kin 5:7
any fool can start a q  . . . . . . . .Prov 20:3
He will not q nor cry  . . . . . . .Matt 12:19
of the Lord must not q  . . . . . .2 Tim 2:24

QUARRELSOME
but gentle, not q  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:3

QUARTZ
be made of coral or q  . . . . . . . .Job 28:18

QUEEN
Q Vashti also made a  . . . . . . . . .Esth 1:9
stands the q in gold  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 45:9
burn incense to the q  . . . . . . . .Jer 44:17
The q of the South  . . . . . . . . .Matt 12:42
under Candace the q  . . . . . . . .Acts 8:27
heart, ‘I sit as q  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 18:7

QUEENS
There are sixty q  . . . . . . . . . . . .Song 6:8
q your nursing mothers  . . . . . . .Is 49:23

QUENCH
Many waters cannot q  . . . . . . . .Song 8:7
so that no one can q  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 4:4
flax He will not q  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 12:20
q all the fiery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:16
Do not q the Spirit  . . . . . . .1 Thess 5:19

QUENCHED
LORD, the fire was q . . . . . . . . .Num 11:2
they were q like a  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 118:12
their fire is not q  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 66:24
that shall never be q  . . . . . . . .Mark 9:43
and the fire is not q . . . . . . . . .Mark 9:44
q the violence of fire . . . . . . . .Heb 11:34

QUESTIONS
test him with hard q  . . . . . . . .1 Kin 10:1
and asking them q  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:46
market, asking no q  . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:25

QUICK-TEMPERED
q man acts foolishly  . . . . . . . .Prov 14:17
not self-willed, not q  . . . . . . . . .Titus 1:7

QUICKLY
have turned aside q . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 32:8
with your adversary q  . . . . . . .Matt 5:25
“What you do, do q  . . . . . . . .John 13:27
Behold, I am coming q . . . . . . . .Rev 3:11
“Surely I am coming q  . . . . . . .Rev 22:20

QUIET
lain still and been q  . . . . . . . . . .Job 3:13
‘Take heed, and be q  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 7:4
earth is at rest and q . . . . . . . . . . .Is 14:7
gladness, He will q  . . . . . . . . .Zeph 3:17
warned him to be q . . . . . . . .Mark 10:48
aspire to lead a q  . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 4:11
we may lead a q and  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:2
a gentle and q spirit  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:4

QUIETED
calmed and q my soul  . . . . . . . .Ps 131:2
the city clerk had q . . . . . . . . .Acts 19:35

QUIETNESS
will give peace and q  . . . . . . .1 Chr 22:9
When He gives q  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 34:29
a handful with q  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 4:6
in q and confidence  . . . . . . . . . .Is 30:15
of righteousness, q  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 32:17
that they work in q  . . . . . . .2 Thess 3:12

QUIETS
q the earth by the  . . . . . . . . . .Job 37:17

QUIVER
q rattles against him . . . . . . . . .Job 39:23
the man who has his q . . . . . . . .Ps 127:5
q He has hidden Me  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 49:2
Their q is like an  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 5:16

R

RAAMSES
Treasure city built by Hebrew slaves, Ex

1:11

RABBAH
Capital of Ammon, Amos 1:14
Besieged by Joab; defeated and enslaved

by David, 2 Sam 12:26–31
Destruction of, foretold, Jer 49:2, 3

RABBI
be called by men, ‘R  . . . . . . . .Matt 23:7
do not be called ‘R  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:8

RABBONI
Mary addresses Christ as, John 20:16

RABMAG
Title applied to Babylonian prince, Jer

39:3, 13

RABSARIS
Title applied to:

Assyrian officials sent by
Sennacherib, 2 Kin 18:17
Babylonian prince, Jer 39:3, 13

RABSHAKEH
Sent by king of Assyria to threaten

Hezekiah, 2 Kin 18:17–37; Is 36:2–22
The Lord sends rumor to take him

away, 2 Kin 19:6–8; Is 37:6–8

RACA
to his brother, ‘R  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:22

RACE
man to run its r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 19:5
r is not to the swift  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 9:11
who run in a r all run  . . . . . . .1 Cor 9:24
I have finished the r . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 4:7
with endurance the r  . . . . . . . .Heb 12:1

RACHEL
Laban’s younger daughter; Jacob’s

favorite wife, Gen 29:28–30
Supports her husband’s position, Gen

31:14–16
Mother of Joseph and Benjamin, Gen

30:22–25
Prophecy concerning; quoted, Jer

31:15; Matt 2:18

RADIANT
to Him and were r  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 34:5

RAGE
Disperse the r of your . . . . . . . .Job 40:11
Why do the nations r  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 2:1
‘Why did the nations r  . . . . . . .Acts 4:25

RAGES
he r against all wise  . . . . . . . . .Prov 18:1

RAGS
clothe a man with r  . . . . . . . .Prov 23:21

RAHAB
Prostitute in Jericho; helps Joshua’s

spies, Josh 2:1–21
Spared in battle, Josh 6:17–25
Mentioned in the NT, Matt 1:5; Heb

11:31; James 2:25
—Used figuratively of Egypt, Ps 87:4

RAIN
had not caused it to r  . . . . . . . . .Gen 2:5
And the r was on the  . . . . . . . .Gen 7:12
He gives r on the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 5:10
to the gentle r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 37:6

PURPOSE 1930 RAIN



sent a plentiful r  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:9
clouds, who prepares r . . . . . . . .Ps 147:8
snow in summer and r  . . . . . . .Prov 26:1
r which leaves no food  . . . . . . .Prov 28:3
not return after the r . . . . . . . . .Eccl 12:2
the r is over and gone  . . . . . . .Song 2:11
our God, who gives r  . . . . . . . . .Jer 5:24
I will r down on him  . . . . . . .Ezek 38:22
given you the former r . . . . . . . .Joel 2:23
there will be no r . . . . . . . . . .Zech 14:17
the good, and sends r  . . . . . . . .Matt 5:45
and the r descended . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:25
He did good, gave us r  . . . . . .Acts 14:17
r that often comes . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:7
that it would not r  . . . . . . . . .James 5:17
and the heaven gave r  . . . . . .James 5:18

RAINBOW
I set My r in the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 9:13
and there was a r . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 4:3

RAINED
had r down manna on  . . . . . . . .Ps 78:24
r fire and brimstone . . . . . . . .Luke 17:29

RAINS
r righteousness  . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 10:12

RAISE
third day He will r . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 6:2
that God is able to r  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 3:9
in three days I will r . . . . . . . . .John 2:19
and I will r him up at  . . . . . . . .John 6:40
Lord and will also r . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:14
and the Lord will r  . . . . . . . . .James 5:15

RAISED
this purpose I have r  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 9:16
be killed, and be r  . . . . . . . . .Matt 16:21
whom God r up  . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 2:24
just as Christ was r . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:4
Spirit of Him who r  . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:11
And God both r up the  . . . . . .1 Cor 6:14
“How are the dead r  . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:35
and the dead will be r . . . . . .1 Cor 15:52
and r us up together  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:6
then you were r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 3:1

RAISES
r the poor out of the  . . . . . . . . .Ps 113:7
r those who are bowed  . . . . . . .Ps 146:8
For as the Father r  . . . . . . . . . .John 5:21
but in God who r  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 1:9

RAM
r which had two horns  . . . . . . . .Dan 8:3

RAMAH
Fortress built, 1 Kin 15:17–22
Samuel’s headquarters, 1 Sam 7:15, 17
David flees to, 1 Sam 19:18–23

RAMOTH GILEAD
City of refuge east of Jordan, Deut 4:43;

Josh 20:8; 1 Chr 6:80
Site of Ahab’s fatal conflict with Syrians,

1 Kin 22:1–39

RAMS
the sweet aroma of r  . . . . . . . . .Ps 66:15
r of Nebaioth shall  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 60:7

RAN
they both r together  . . . . . . . . .John 20:4
You r well  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:7

RANSOM
r would not help you  . . . . . . . .Job 36:18
nor give to God a r  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 49:7
The r of a man’s life  . . . . . . . . .Prov 13:8

“I will r them from  . . . . . . . . .Hos 13:14
to give His life a r  . . . . . . . . .Mark 10:45
who gave Himself a r  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:6

RANSOMED
and the r of the LORD  . . . . . . . . .Is 35:10
redeemed Jacob, and r  . . . . . . .Jer 31:11

RARE
of the LORD was r  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 3:1
make a mortal more r  . . . . . . . . .Is 13:12

RASH
Do not be r with your  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 5:2

RASHLY
so that he spoke r  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 106:33
and do nothing r . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 19:36

RAVEN
food for the r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 38:41
and black as a r  . . . . . . . . . . . .Song 5:11

RAVENOUS
inwardly they are r  . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:15

RAVENS
and to the young r  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 147:9
Consider the r  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 12:24

RAVISHED
You have r my heart  . . . . . . . . .Song 4:9
r the women in Zion . . . . . . . . .Lam 5:11

RAZOR
like a sharp r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 52:2

REACHED
earth, and its top r  . . . . . . . . .Gen 28:12
For her sins have r  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 18:5

REACHING
r forward to those  . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 3:13

READ
“Have you never r  . . . . . . . . .Matt 21:42
day, and stood up to r  . . . . . . .Luke 4:16
hearts, known and r  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 3:2
when Moses is r  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 3:15
when this epistle is r  . . . . . . . . .Col 4:16

READER
let the r understand  . . . . . . .Mark 13:14

READINESS
the word with all r  . . . . . . . . .Acts 17:11
that as there was a r  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 8:11

READING
r the prophet Isaiah  . . . . . . . . .Acts 8:30
give attention to r  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 4:13

READS
that he may run who r  . . . . . . . .Hab 2:2
Blessed is he who r  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:3

READY
“The LORD was r . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 38:20
and those who were r  . . . . . .Matt 25:10
“Lord, I am r  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 22:33
and being r to punish  . . . . . . .2 Cor 10:6
Be r in season and out  . . . . . . .2 Tim 4:2
and always be r  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:15

REAFFIRM
r your love to him  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 2:8

REAP
in tears shall r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 126:5
r the whirlwind . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 8:7
they neither sow nor r  . . . . . . .Matt 6:26
you knew that I r  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 25:26
that he will also r . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 6:7
due season we shall r  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 6:9

REAPED
wheat but r thorns  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 12:13
you have r iniquity  . . . . . . . . .Hos 10:13

REAPER
r does not fill his  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 129:7

REAPERS
I will say to the r  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 13:30
r are the angels  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 13:39

REAPING
r what I did not  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 19:22

REAPS
One sows and another r  . . . . . .John 4:37

REASON
out wisdom and the r  . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:25
Come now, and let us r  . . . . . . . .Is 1:18
faith, why do you r . . . . . . . . . .Matt 16:8
words of truth and r  . . . . . . . .Acts 26:25
who asks you a r  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:15

REASONED
for three Sabbaths r  . . . . . . . . .Acts 17:2
r about righteousness  . . . . . . .Acts 24:25

REBEKAH
Great-niece of Abraham, Gen 22:20–23
Becomes Isaac’s wife, Gen 24:15–67
Mother of Esau and Jacob, Gen

25:21–28
Encourages Jacob to deceive Isaac, then

to flee, Gen 27:1–29, 42–46

REBEL
Only do not r  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Num 14:9
Will you r against the  . . . . . . . .Neh 2:19
There are those who r  . . . . . . .Job 24:13
and they did not r  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 105:28
if you refuse and r  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:20
REBELLING
more against Him by r  . . . . . . . .Ps 78:17

REBELLION
r is as the sin . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 15:23
For he adds r to his  . . . . . . . . .Job 34:37
evil man seeks only r  . . . . . . .Prov 17:11
you have taught r  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 28:16
hearts as in the r . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 3:8
and perished in the r  . . . . . . . . . .Jude 11

REBELLIOUS
r exalt themselves  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 66:7
but the r dwell in a  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:6
day long to a r people  . . . . . . . . . .Is 65:2
a defiant and r heart  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 5:23
their princes are r  . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 9:15

REBELS
are all stubborn r  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 6:28

REBUILD
God, to r its ruins  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezra 9:9
tombs, that I may r  . . . . . . . . . . .Neh 2:5
r it as in the days of  . . . . . . . .Amos 9:11
REBUKE
He will surely r  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 13:10
astonished at His r  . . . . . . . . . .Job 26:11
they perish at the r  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 80:16
At Your r they fled . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 104:7
And let him r me . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 141:5
Turn at my r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 1:23
r a wise man  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 9:8
R is more effective  . . . . . . . . .Prov 17:10
r is better than love  . . . . . . . . .Prov 27:5
better to hear the r  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:5
r the oppressor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:17
sake I have suffered r  . . . . . . . .Jer 15:15

RAINBOW 1931 REBUKE



r strong nations . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 4:3
sins against you, r  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 17:3
r Your disciples  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 19:39
Do not r an older man  . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:1
who are sinning r . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:20
r them sharply . . . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 1:13
“The Lord r you  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 9
As many as I love, I r  . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:19

REBUKED
r the winds and the  . . . . . . . . .Matt 8:26
r their unbelief  . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 16:14
when you are r by Him  . . . . . . .Heb 12:5
but he was r for his  . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:16

REBUKES
with r You correct  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 39:11
r a wicked man  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 9:7
ear that hears the r . . . . . . . . .Prov 15:31
r a man will find more  . . . . . .Prov 28:23

RECALL
r the former days  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:32

RECEIVE
He shall r blessing  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 24:5
r us graciously . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 14:2
you are willing to r  . . . . . . . .Matt 11:14
believing, you will r  . . . . . . . .Matt 21:22
and His own did not r  . . . . . . .John 1:11
“I do not r honor  . . . . . . . . . . .John 5:41
will come again and r  . . . . . . . .John 14:3
the world cannot r  . . . . . . . . .John 14:17
Ask, and you will r  . . . . . . . . .John 16:24
“R the Holy Spirit  . . . . . . . . .John 20:22
“Lord Jesus, r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 7:59
r the Holy Spirit  . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 19:2
R one who is weak . . . . . . . . . .Rom 14:1
that each one may r  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:10
r the grace of God in  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 6:1
r the Spirit by the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:2
R him therefore in the  . . . . . . .Phil 2:29
suppose that he will r  . . . . . . . .James 1:7
whatever we ask we r  . . . . . .1 John 3:22

RECEIVED
r your consolation  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 6:24
in your lifetime you r  . . . . . . .Luke 16:25
But as many as r . . . . . . . . . . . .John 1:12
for God has r him . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 14:3
For I r from the Lord  . . . . . .1 Cor 11:23
have r Christ Jesus . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 2:6
r up in glory . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:16
For He r from God the . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:17

RECEIVES
r correction is prudent  . . . . . . .Prov 15:5
r you r Me  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 10:40
r one little child  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 18:5
and whoever r Me  . . . . . . . . .Mark 9:37

RECEIVING
r a kingdom which  . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:28

RECHAB
Assassin of Ishbosheth, 2 Sam 4:2, 6

—Father of Jehonadab, founder of the
Rechabites, 2 Kin 10:15–23

Related to the Kenites, 1 Chr 2:55

RECHABITES
Kenite clan fathered by Rechab,

committed to nomadic life, Jer
35:1–19

RECOMPENSE
He will accept no r . . . . . . . . . .Prov 6:35
not say, “I will r  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 20:22
days of r have come . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 9:7

RECOMPENSED
of my hands He has r  . . . . . .2 Sam 22:21
the LORD has r me  . . . . . . . .2 Sam 22:25

RECONCILE
and that He might r . . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:16
r all things to  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:20

RECONCILED
First be r to your  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:24
were enemies we were r  . . . . .Rom 5:10
Christ’s behalf, be r  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:20

RECONCILIATION
now received the r  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:11
to us the word of r  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:19

RECONCILING
cast away is the r  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:15
God was in Christ r  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:19

RECORD
r My name I will come  . . . . . . .Ex 20:24

RED
the first came out r  . . . . . . . . .Gen 25:25
though they are r  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:18
Why is Your apparel r  . . . . . . . . . .Is 63:2
for the sky is r  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 16:2

RED SEA
Divided for Israelites, Ex 14:15–31
Boundary of Promised Land, Ex 23:31

REDEEM
man you shall surely r  . . . . . .Num 18:15
in our power to r them  . . . . . . . .Neh 5:5
In famine He shall r  . . . . . . . . . .Job 5:20
R me from the hand of  . . . . . . . .Job 6:23
can by any means r  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 49:7
But God will r my soul . . . . . . . .Ps 49:15
r their life from  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 72:14
And He shall r Israel  . . . . . . . . .Ps 130:8
all that it cannot r . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 50:2
I will r them from  . . . . . . . . . .Hos 13:14
was going to r Israel . . . . . . . .Luke 24:21
r those who were . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 4:5
us, that He might r  . . . . . . . . .Titus 2:14

REDEEMED
people whom You have r . . . . . .Ex 15:13
r them from the hand  . . . . . . .Ps 106:10
Let the r of the LORD  . . . . . . . . .Ps 107:2
r shall walk there  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 35:9
sea a road for the r  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 51:10
and you shall be r  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 52:3
and r His people  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:68
Christ has r us from  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:13
that you were not r  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:18
were slain, and have r  . . . . . . . . .Rev 5:9
These were r from . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 14:4

REDEEMER
For I know that my R  . . . . . . . .Job 19:25
Most High God their R  . . . . . . .Ps 78:35
for their R is mighty  . . . . . . . .Prov 23:11
the LORD and your R  . . . . . . . . . .Is 41:14
R will come to Zion  . . . . . . . . . .Is 59:20
our R from Everlasting  . . . . . . . .Is 63:16
Their R is strong  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 50:34

REDEEMING
r the time  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:16

REDEMPTION
For the r of their  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 49:8
with Him is abundant r  . . . . . . .Ps 130:7
r is yours to buy it . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 32:7
those who looked for r . . . . . . .Luke 2:38
your r draws near  . . . . . . . . .Luke 21:28

grace through the r  . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:24
the adoption, the r  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:23
sanctification and r  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:30
In Him we have r  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 1:7
for the day of r  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:30
obtained eternal r  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:12
REED
r He will not break  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 42:3
r shaken by the wind  . . . . . . . .Matt 11:7
on the head with a r  . . . . . . .Mark 15:19

REEDS
r flourish without  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 8:11
the beasts of the r  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:30

REFINED
where gold is r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 28:1
us as silver is r . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 66:10

REFINER
He will sit as a r  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 3:3

REFORMATION
until the time of r  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:10

REFRAIN
R from meddling with  . . . . .2 Chr 35:21
who have no right to r  . . . . . . .1 Cor 9:6
good days, let him r . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:10

REFRESH
bread, that you may r  . . . . . . . .Gen 18:5
r my heart in the Lord  . . . . . . .Philem 20

REFRESHED
of God, and may be r  . . . . . . .Rom 15:32
r my spirit and yours  . . . . . .1 Cor 16:18
his spirit has been r  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 7:13
for he often r  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 1:16

REFRESHES
r the soul of his  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 25:13

REFRESHING
r may come from the  . . . . . . . .Acts 3:19

REFUGE
six cities of r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Num 35:6
eternal God is your r  . . . . . . .Deut 33:27
you have come for r  . . . . . . . . .Ruth 2:12
but the LORD is his r . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 14:6
God is our r and  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 46:1
wings I will make my r  . . . . . . . .Ps 57:1
God is a r for us . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 62:8
You are my strong r  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 71:7
who have fled for r  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:18

REFUSE
r the evil and choose  . . . . . . . . . .Is 7:15
through deceit they r  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 9:6
hear or whether they r . . . . . . . .Ezek 2:5
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You have not yet r  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:4

RESISTS
“God r the proud  . . . . . . . . . . .James 4:6
for “God r the proud  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:5

RESOLVED
I have r what to do  . . . . . . . . .Luke 16:4

RESORT
to which I may r  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 71:3

RESOUND
my heart shall r  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 16:11

RESPECT
Have r to the covenant  . . . . . . .Ps 74:20
his eyes will have r . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 17:7
saying, ‘They will r  . . . . . . . .Matt 21:37
of the law held in r  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 5:34
and we paid them r . . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:9

RESPECTED
And the LORD r Abel  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 4:4
little folly to one r  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 10:1

RESPONSE
in whose mouth is no r  . . . . . . .Ps 38:14

REST
is the Sabbath of r  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 31:15
you shall find no r  . . . . . . . . .Deut 28:65
to build a house of r  . . . . . . . .1 Chr 28:2
I would have been at r  . . . . . . . .Job 3:13
the weary are at r . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 3:17
R in the LORD  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 37:7
fly away and be at r  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 55:6
of the LORD shall r  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 11:2
whole earth is at r  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 14:7
“This is the r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 28:12
sake I will not r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 62:1
is the place of My r . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 66:1
then you will find r  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 6:16
and I will give you r  . . . . . . . .Matt 11:28
and you will find r  . . . . . . . . .Matt 11:29
shall not enter My r  . . . . . . . . .Heb 3:11
remains therefore a r  . . . . . . . . .Heb 4:9
to enter that r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 4:11
And they do not r  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 4:8
that they should r  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 6:11
“that they may r  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 14:13
But the r of the dead  . . . . . . . . .Rev 20:5

RESTED
He had done, and He r  . . . . . . . .Gen 2:2
glory of the LORD r . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 24:16
when the Spirit r  . . . . . . . . . .Num 11:25
“And God r on the  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 4:4

RESTING
do not plunder his r  . . . . . . . .Prov 24:15
r place shall be  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 11:10
all the earth is r  . . . . . . . . . . . .Zech 1:11
still sleeping and r  . . . . . . . . .Matt 26:45

RESTLESS
I am r in my complaint  . . . . . . . .Ps 55:2

RESTORATION
until the times of r  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 3:21

RESTORE
R to me the joy  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 51:12
I still must r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 69:4
r your judges as  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:26
r them to this place . . . . . . . . . .Jer 27:22
For I will r health to  . . . . . . . . .Jer 30:17
“So I will r to you  . . . . . . . . . . .Joel 2:25
declare that I will r  . . . . . . . . .Zech 9:12
and will r all things  . . . . . . . .Matt 17:11
I r fourfold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 19:8
You at this time r  . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 1:6
who are spiritual r  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 6:1

RESTORER
may he be to you a r  . . . . . . . .Ruth 4:15

RESTORES
with joy, for He r  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 33:26
He r my soul  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 23:3

RESTRAIN
now r Your hand  . . . . . . . . .2 Sam 24:16
Therefore I will not r  . . . . . . . . .Job 7:11
Will You r Yourself  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 64:12
no one can r His hand . . . . . . . .Dan 4:35

RESTRAINED
r my feet from every  . . . . . . .Ps 119:101
Are they r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 63:15

RESTRAINS
For nothing r the LORD . . . . . .1 Sam 14:6
r his lips is wise  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 10:19
only He who now r  . . . . . . . .2 Thess 2:7

RESTRAINT
they have cast off r  . . . . . . . . . .Job 30:11
they break all r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 4:2

RESTS
r quietly in the heart  . . . . . . .Prov 14:33

RESURRECTION
who say there is no r  . . . . . . .Matt 22:23
Therefore, in the r  . . . . . . . . .Matt 22:28
done good, to the r . . . . . . . . . .John 5:29
to her, “I am the r  . . . . . . . . .John 11:25
them Jesus and the r . . . . . . . .Acts 17:18
that there will be a r . . . . . . . .Acts 24:15
the likeness of His r  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:5
say that there is no r . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:12
and the power of His r  . . . . . . .Phil 3:10
that the r is already  . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:18
obtain a better r  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:35
This is the first r  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 20:5

RETAIN
happy are all who r  . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:18
spirit to r the spirit  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 8:8
r the sins of any  . . . . . . . . . . .John 20:23
like to r God in their  . . . . . . . .Rom 1:28

RETURN
So the LORD will r  . . . . . . . . . .1 Kin 2:32

and r to our neighbors  . . . . . . . .Ps 79:12
R, O LORD  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 90:13
none who go to her r  . . . . . . . .Prov 2:19
womb, naked shall he r . . . . . . .Eccl 5:15
the clouds do not r  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 12:2
let him r to the LORD  . . . . . . . . . .Is 55:7
it shall not r to Me  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 55:11
“If you will r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 4:1
for they shall r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 24:7
me, and I will r . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 31:18
say, ‘I will go and r  . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 2:7
help of your God, r  . . . . . . . . . .Hos 12:6
“R to Me  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Zech 1:3
he says, ‘I will r  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 12:44

RETURNED
and they r and sought  . . . . . . . .Ps 78:34
yet you have not r  . . . . . . . . . .Amos 4:6
astray, but have now r . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:25

RETURNING
“I am r to Jerusalem . . . . . . . . .Zech 1:16
r evil for evil or  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:9

RETURNS
spirit departs, he r  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 146:4
As a dog r to his own  . . . . . . .Prov 26:11
“A dog r to his own . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:22

REUBEN
Jacob’s eldest son, Gen 29:31, 32
Lies with Bilhah; loses preeminence,

Gen 35:22; 49:3, 4
Plots to save Joseph, Gen 37:21–30
Offers sons as pledge for Benjamin, Gen

42:37
—Tribe of:

Numbered, Num 1:20, 21; 26:5–11
Settle east of Jordan, Num 32:1–42
Join in war against Canaanites, Josh

1:12–18
Erect memorial altar, Josh 22:10–34

REVEAL
The heavens will r  . . . . . . . . . .Job 20:27
I will heal them and r  . . . . . . . . .Jer 33:6
the Son wills to r Him  . . . . . .Matt 11:27
r His Son in me  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 1:16
otherwise, God will r  . . . . . . . .Phil 3:15

REVEALED
things which are r  . . . . . . . . .Deut 29:29
of the LORD shall be r  . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:5
righteousness to be r  . . . . . . . . . .Is 56:1
Then the secret was r  . . . . . . . .Dan 2:19
the Son of Man is r  . . . . . . . .Luke 17:30
the wrath of God is r  . . . . . . . .Rom 1:18
glory which shall be r . . . . . . . .Rom 8:18
But God has r them to  . . . . . .1 Cor 2:10
as it has now been r  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 3:5
but now has been r  . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:26
the Lord Jesus is r  . . . . . . . . .2 Thess 1:7
lawless one will be r  . . . . . . .2 Thess 2:8
ready to be r in the  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:5
when His glory is r  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:13
r what we shall be . . . . . . . . . .1 John 3:2

REVEALER
Lord of kings, and a r  . . . . . . . .Dan 2:47

REVEALING
waits for the r  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:19

REVEALS
as a talebearer r  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 20:19
r deep and secret  . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 2:22
r secrets has made  . . . . . . . . . .Dan 2:29
r His secret to His . . . . . . . . . . .Amos 3:7

REQUIREMENTS 1935 REVEALS



REVELATION
Where there is no r  . . . . . . . .Prov 29:18
the day of wrath and r  . . . . . . . .Rom 2:5
has a tongue, has a r . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:26
it came through the r  . . . . . . . . .Gal 1:12
spirit of wisdom and r  . . . . . . . .Eph 1:17
r He made known to  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 3:3
and glory at the r . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:7

REVELATIONS
come to visions and r  . . . . . . .2 Cor 12:1

REVELRIES
drunkenness, r . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:21
lusts, drunkenness, r  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:3

REVENGE
and we will take our r . . . . . . . .Jer 20:10

REVENUES
than vast r without . . . . . . . . . .Prov 16:8

REVERENCE
and r My sanctuary  . . . . . . . . .Lev 19:30
and to be held in r  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 89:7
Master, where is My r  . . . . . . . . .Mal 1:6
submission with all r  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:4
God acceptably with r  . . . . . . .Heb 12:28

REVERENT
man who is always r . . . . . . . .Prov 28:14
their wives must be r  . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:11
older men be sober, r  . . . . . . . .Titus 2:2

REVILE
are you when they r . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:11
r God’s high priest  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 23:4
evildoers, those who r  . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:16

REVILED
crucified with Him r  . . . . . . .Mark 15:32
who, when He was r  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:23

REVILER
or an idolater, or a r  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 5:11

REVILERS
nor drunkards, nor r  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:10

REVILING
come envy, strife, r  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:4

REVIVAL
give us a measure of r . . . . . . . . .Ezra 9:8

REVIVE
troubles, shall r  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 71:20
Will You not r us  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 85:6
r me according to Your  . . . . . .Ps 119:25
r the spirit of the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 57:15
two days He will r  . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 6:2
r Your work in the  . . . . . . . . . . .Hab 3:2

REVIVED
they shall be r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 14:7
came, sin r and I died . . . . . . . . .Rom 7:9

REVOLT
You will r more and  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:5

REVOLTED
Israel have deeply r  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 31:6
they have r and . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 5:23

REVOLTERS
r are deeply involved . . . . . . . . . .Hos 5:2

REWARD
exceedingly great r  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 15:1
them there is great r  . . . . . . . . .Ps 19:11
r me evil for good  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 35:12
“Surely there is a r  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 58:11
look, and see the r  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 91:8
will a sure r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 11:18

and the LORD will r . . . . . . . . .Prov 25:22
and this was my r  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 2:10
behold, His r is with . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:10
r them for their deeds  . . . . . . . . .Hos 4:9
You have loved for r  . . . . . . . . . .Hos 9:1
for great is your r  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:12
you have no r from  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:1
you, they have their r . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:2
receive a prophet’s r  . . . . . . .Matt 10:41
by no means lose his r  . . . . . .Matt 10:42
r will be great  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 6:35
we receive the due r  . . . . . . .Luke 23:41
will receive his own r  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:8
cheat you of your r . . . . . . . . . . .Col 2:18
for he looked to the r  . . . . . . .Heb 11:26
may receive a full r  . . . . . . . . . .2 John 8
quickly, and My r  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 22:12

REWARDED
Thus they have r  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 109:5

REWARDER
and that He is a r  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:6

REWARDS
Whoever r evil for  . . . . . . . . .Prov 17:13
and follows after r  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:23
and give your r  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 5:17

REZIN
King of Damascus; joins Pekah against

Ahaz, 2 Kin 15:37
Confederacy of, inspires Isaiah’s great

messianic prophecy, Is 7:1—9:12

REZON
Son of Eliadah; establishes Syrian

kingdom, 1 Kin 11:23–25

RHODA
Servant girl, Acts 12:13–16

RIBLAH
Headquarters of:

Pharaoh Necho, 2 Kin 23:31–35
Nebuchadnezzar, 2 Kin 25:6, 20, 21

Zedekiah blinded here, Jer 39:5–7

RICH
Abram was very r  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 13:2
makes poor and makes r  . . . . .1 Sam 2:7
r man will lie down  . . . . . . . . .Job 27:19
the r among the people  . . . . . . .Ps 45:12
when one becomes r  . . . . . . . . .Ps 49:16
soul will be made r . . . . . . . . .Prov 11:25
who makes himself r  . . . . . . . .Prov 13:7
r has many friends  . . . . . . . . .Prov 14:20
The r and the poor  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 22:2
r rules over the poor  . . . . . . . .Prov 22:7
r man is wise in his  . . . . . . . .Prov 28:11
do not curse the r  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 10:20
it is hard for a r  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 19:23
to you who are r  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 6:24
from the r man’s table  . . . . . .Luke 16:21
for he was very r  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 18:23
Lord over all is r . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 10:12
You are already r  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 4:8
though He was r . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 8:9
who desire to be r  . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:9
but the r in his . . . . . . . . . . . .James 1:10
So the r man also will . . . . . . .James 1:11
of this world to be r  . . . . . . . . .James 2:5
you say, ‘I am r  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:17

RICHES
Both r and honor come . . . . .1 Chr 29:12
He swallows down r  . . . . . . . . .Job 20:15
he heaps up r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 39:6

the abundance of his r  . . . . . . . . .Ps 52:7
if r increase  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 62:10
r will be in his house  . . . . . . . . .Ps 112:3
in her left hand r  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:16
R and honor are  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 8:18
R do not profit  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 11:4
in his r will fall . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 11:28
yet has great r  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 13:7
of the wise is their r  . . . . . . . .Prov 14:24
and r are an  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 19:14
of the LORD are r  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 22:4
r are not forever . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 27:24
r kept for their owner  . . . . . . . .Eccl 5:13
darkness and hidden r  . . . . . . . . .Is 45:3
you shall eat the r . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 61:6
so is he who gets r  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 17:11
have increased your r . . . . . . . .Ezek 28:5
for those who have r  . . . . . . .Mark 10:23
do you despise the r  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:4
might make known the r  . . . . .Rom 9:23
what are the r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 1:18
show the exceeding r  . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:7
the unsearchable r  . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 3:8
trust in uncertain r . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:17
r than the treasures  . . . . . . . .Heb 11:26
r are corrupted . . . . . . . . . . . . .James 5:2
to receive power and r . . . . . . . .Rev 5:12

RICHLY
Christ dwell in you r  . . . . . . . . .Col 3:16
God, who gives us r  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:17

RIDDLE
“Let me pose a r . . . . . . . . . . .Judg 14:12

RIDDLES
the wise and their r  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 1:6

RIDE
wind and cause me to r  . . . . . .Job 30:22
in Your majesty r  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 45:4
have caused men to r . . . . . . . . .Ps 66:12

RIDER
r He has thrown  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 15:1
the horse and its r  . . . . . . . . . .Job 39:18

RIDES
Behold, the LORD r  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 19:1

RIDGES
You water its r . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 65:10

RIDICULE
those who see Me r Me  . . . . . . . .Ps 22:7
Whom do you r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 57:4

RIDICULED
they r Him . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 9:24

RIGHT
you shall do what is r . . . . . . . .Deut 6:18
the r of the firstborn  . . . . . . .Deut 21:17
did what was r in his  . . . . . . .Judg 21:25
“Is your heart r . . . . . . . . . . .2 Kin 10:15
them forth by the r  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 107:7
Lord, “Sit at My r  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 110:1
is a way which seems r  . . . . .Prov 14:12
way of a man is r  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 21:2
things that are r  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 45:19
until He comes whose r  . . . . .Ezek 21:27
of the LORD are r  . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 14:9
do not know to do r  . . . . . . . .Amos 3:10
and whatever is r  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 20:4
clothed and in his r  . . . . . . . . .Mark 5:15
not judge what is r . . . . . . . . .Luke 12:57
to them He gave the r  . . . . . . .John 1:12
your heart is not r  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 8:21
Do we have no r . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 9:4

REVELATION 1936 RIGHT



seven stars in His r  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:1

RIGHTEOUS
also destroy the r  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 18:23
and they justify the r  . . . . . . . .Deut 25:1
“You are more r . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 24:17
that he could be r . . . . . . . . . . .Job 15:14
r will hold to his way  . . . . . . . . .Job 17:9
“The r see it and  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 22:19
knows the way of the r  . . . . . . . . .Ps 1:6
LORD, will bless the r  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 5:12
r God tests the hearts  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 7:9
what can the r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 11:3
The r cry out  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 34:17
the LORD upholds the r . . . . . . . .Ps 37:17
r shows mercy and  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 37:21
I have not seen the r  . . . . . . . . .Ps 37:25
the r will be in  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 112:6
The LORD is r in all  . . . . . . . . .Ps 145:17
the LORD loves the r . . . . . . . . . .Ps 146:8
will not allow the r . . . . . . . . . .Prov 10:3
r is a well of life  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 10:11
The labor of the r  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 10:16
r will be gladness  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 10:28
r is delivered from  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 11:8
r will be delivered  . . . . . . . . .Prov 11:21
r will flourish  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 11:28
r will be recompensed  . . . . . .Prov 11:31
r man regards the life  . . . . . . .Prov 12:10
r should choose his  . . . . . . . .Prov 12:26
r there is much  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 15:6
the prayer of the r  . . . . . . . . .Prov 15:29
the r run to it and  . . . . . . . . .Prov 18:10
r are bold as a lion  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 28:1
When the r are in  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 29:2
r considers the cause  . . . . . . . .Prov 29:7
Do not be overly r . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:16
event happens to the r  . . . . . . . .Eccl 9:2
r that it shall be  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 3:10
the gates, that the r  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 26:2
with My r right hand  . . . . . . . . .Is 41:10
By His knowledge My r  . . . . . . .Is 53:11
The r perishes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 57:1
people shall all be r  . . . . . . . . . .Is 60:21
R are You  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 12:1
your sins by being r  . . . . . . . . .Dan 4:27
they sell the r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Amos 2:6
not come to call the r  . . . . . . . .Matt 9:13
r men desired to see  . . . . . . .Matt 13:17
r will shine forth as  . . . . . . . .Matt 13:43
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no longer remains a s  . . . . . . .Heb 10:26
God a more excellent s  . . . . . . .Heb 11:4

offer the s of praise  . . . . . . . . .Heb 13:15

SACRIFICED
s their sons and their . . . . . . . .Ps 106:37
to eat things s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:14

SACRIFICES
The s of God are a  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 51:17
multitude of your s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:11
Bring no more futile s . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:13
he who s a lamb . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 66:3
acceptable, nor your s  . . . . . . . . .Jer 6:20
by him the daily s  . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 8:11
burnt offerings and s  . . . . . . .Mark 12:33
priests, to offer up s  . . . . . . . . .Heb 7:27
s God is well pleased  . . . . . . .Heb 13:16
offer up spiritual s  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:5

SAD
“Why is your face s  . . . . . . . . . .Neh 2:2
s countenance the  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:3
whom I have not made s  . . . .Ezek 13:22
as you walk and are s . . . . . . .Luke 24:17

SADDUCEES
Rejected by John, Matt 3:7
Test Jesus, Matt 16:1–12
Silenced by Jesus, Matt 22:23–34
Disturbed by teaching of resurrection,

Acts 4:1, 2
Oppose apostles, Acts 5:17–40

SAFE
and I shall be s  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:117
in the LORD shall be s  . . . . . . .Prov 29:25
he has received him s  . . . . . .Luke 15:27

SAFELY
And He led them on s  . . . . . . . .Ps 78:53
make them lie down s  . . . . . . . .Hos 2:18

SAFETY
sons are far from s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 5:4
take your rest in s  . . . . . . . . . .Job 11:18
will set him in the s . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 12:5
say, “Peace and s . . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 5:3

SAFETY’S
by you for s sake  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:29

SAINTS
ten thousands of s  . . . . . . . . . .Deut 33:2
the feet of His s  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 2:9
puts no trust in His s  . . . . . . . .Job 15:15
s who are on the earth . . . . . . . . .Ps 16:3
does not forsake His s  . . . . . . . .Ps 37:28
“Gather My s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 50:5
the souls of His s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 97:10
is the death of His s  . . . . . . . . .Ps 116:15
the way of His s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 2:8
war against the s . . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 7:21
shall persecute the s  . . . . . . . . .Dan 7:25
Jesus, called to be s  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:2
the least of all the s  . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 3:8
Christ with all His s  . . . . . .1 Thess 3:13
be glorified in His s  . . . . . . .2 Thess 1:10
all delivered to the s  . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 3
ways, O King of the s  . . . . . . . .Rev 15:3
shed the blood of s  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 16:6
the camp of the s . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 20:9

SALEM
Jerusalem’s original name, Gen 14:18
Used poetically, Ps 76:2

SALOME
One of the ministering women, Mark

15:40, 41
Visits empty tomb, Mark 16:1

—Herodias’ daughter (not named in the
Bible), Matt 14:6–11

SALT
shall season with s . . . . . . . . . . .Lev 2:13
“You are the s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:13
s loses its flavor  . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 9:50

SALT SEA
OT name for the Dead Sea, Gen 14:3;

Num 34:3, 12

SALVATION
still, and see the s  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 14:13
For this is all my s  . . . . . . . . .2 Sam 23:5
the good news of His s  . . . . .1 Chr 16:23
S belongs to the LORD  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 3:8
is my light and my s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 27:1
on earth, Your s . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 67:2
God is the God of s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:20
and Your s all the day  . . . . . . . .Ps 71:15
Surely His s is near  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 85:9
and He has become my s  . . . . .Ps 118:14
S is far from the . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:155
God will appoint s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 26:1
with an everlasting s  . . . . . . . . .Is 45:17
for My s is about to  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 56:1
call your walls S  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 60:18
s as a lamp that burns . . . . . . . . . .Is 62:1
LORD our God is the s  . . . . . . . . .Jer 3:23
joy in the God of my s . . . . . . . .Hab 3:18
is just and having s  . . . . . . . . . .Zech 9:9
raised up a horn of s  . . . . . . . .Luke 1:69
eyes have seen Your s  . . . . . . .Luke 2:30
to him, “Today s  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 19:9
what we worship, for s . . . . . . .John 4:22
Nor is there s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 4:12
you should be for s  . . . . . . . . .Acts 13:47
the power of God to s . . . . . . . .Rom 1:16
s is nearer than  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 13:11
now is the day of s  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 6:2
work out your own s  . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:12
wrath, but to obtain s  . . . . . .1 Thess 5:9
chose you for s  . . . . . . . . . .2 Thess 2:13
also may obtain the s  . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:10
of God that brings s  . . . . . . . . .Titus 2:11
neglect so great a s  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:3
s the prophets have . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:10

SAMARIA
Capital of Israel, 1 Kin 16:24–29
Besieged by Ben-Hadad, 1 Kin 20:1–21
Besieged again; miraculously delivered,

2 Kin 6:24—7:20
Inhabitants deported by Assyria;

repopulated with foreigners, 2 Kin
17:5, 6, 24–41

—District of Palestine in Christ’s time,
Luke 17:11–19

Disciples forbidden to preach in, Matt
10:5

Gospel preached there after the
Ascension, Acts 1:8; 9:31; 15:3

SAMARITAN
But a certain S . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 10:33
a drink from me, a S  . . . . . . . . .John 4:9

SAMARITANS
People of mixed heredity, 2 Kin

17:24–41
Christ preaches to, John 4:5–42
Story of “the good Samaritan,” Luke

10:30–37
Converts among, Acts 8:5–25
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SAMSON
Birth predicted and accomplished, Judg

13:2–25
Marries Philistine; avenges betrayal,

Judg 14
Defeats Philistines singlehandedly, Judg

15
Betrayed by Delilah; loses strength, Judg

16:4–22
Destroys many in his death, Judg

16:23–31

SAMUEL
Born in answer to prayer; dedicated to

God, 1 Sam 1:1–28
Receives revelation; recognized as

prophet, 1 Sam 3:1–21
Judges Israel, 1 Sam 7:15–17
Warns Israel against a king, 1 Sam

8:10–18
Anoints Saul, 1 Sam 9:15—10:1
Rebukes Saul, 1 Sam 15:10–35
Anoints David, 1 Sam 16:1–13
Death of, 1 Sam 25:1

SANBALLAT
Influential Samaritan; attempts to

thwart Nehemiah’s plans, Neh 2:10;
4:7, 8; 6:1–14

SANCTIFICATION
righteousness and s  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:30
will of God, your s . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 4:3
salvation through s  . . . . . . .2 Thess 2:13

SANCTIFIED
I have commanded My s . . . . . . . .Is 13:3
you were born I s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 1:5
Him whom the Father s  . . . . .John 10:36
they also may be s  . . . . . . . . .John 17:19
might be acceptable, s  . . . . . .Rom 15:16
to those who are s  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:2
washed, but you were s  . . . . .1 Cor 6:11
husband is s by the . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:14
for it is s by the  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 4:5
those who are being s  . . . . . . . .Heb 2:11
will we have been s  . . . . . . . .Heb 10:10
who are called, s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 1

SANCTIFIES
or the temple that s  . . . . . . . .Matt 23:17
For both He who s  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:11

SANCTIFY
would send and s them  . . . . . . . .Job 1:5
s My great name  . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 36:23
that I, the LORD, s  . . . . . . . . .Ezek 37:28
Myself and s Myself  . . . . . . . .Ezek 38:23
S them by Your  . . . . . . . . . . .John 17:17
for their sakes I s  . . . . . . . . . .John 17:19
that He might s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:26

SANCTUARY
let them make Me a s  . . . . . . . . .Ex 25:8
I went into the s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:17
set fire to Your s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 74:7
O God, is in the s  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 77:13
He will be as a s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 8:14
He has abandoned His s  . . . . . . .Lam 2:7
I shall be a little s  . . . . . . . . .Ezek 11:16
to shine on Your s . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 9:17
and the earthly s . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:1

SAND
descendants as the s  . . . . . . . .Gen 32:12
be heavier than the s  . . . . . . . . . .Job 6:3
in number than the s  . . . . . . . .Ps 139:18
O Israel, be as the s  . . . . . . . . . .Is 10:22

innumerable as the s . . . . . . . .Heb 11:12

SAPPHIRA
Wife of Ananias; struck dead for lying,

Acts 5:1–11

SAPPHIRES
are the source of s  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 28:6

SARAH (or Sarai)
Barren wife of Abram, Gen 11:29–31
Represented as Abram’s sister, Gen

12:10–20
Gives Abram her maid, Gen 16:1–3
Receives promise of a son, Gen

17:15–21
Gives birth to Isaac, Gen 21:1–8

SARDIS
Site of one of the seven churches, Rev

1:11

SAT
of Babylon, there we s  . . . . . . . .Ps 137:1
I s down in his shade . . . . . . . . .Song 2:3
s alone because of . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 15:17
into heaven, and s  . . . . . . . .Mark 16:19
And He who s there was  . . . . . . .Rev 4:3

SATAN
S stood up against  . . . . . . . . .1 Chr 21:1
before the LORD, and S  . . . . . . . . .Job 1:6
And the LORD said to S  . . . . . . . .Zech 3:2
“Away with you, S  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 4:10
“Get behind Me, S . . . . . . . . .Matt 16:23
“How can S cast out  . . . . . . . .Mark 3:23
to them, “I saw S . . . . . . . . . .Luke 10:18
S has asked for you  . . . . . . . .Luke 22:31
S filled your heart . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 5:3
such a one to S . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 5:5
For S himself  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:14
to the working of S  . . . . . . . .2 Thess 2:9
are a synagogue of S  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:9
you, where S dwells  . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:13
known the depths of S . . . . . . . .Rev 2:24
called the Devil and S  . . . . . . . .Rev 12:9
years have expired, S . . . . . . . . .Rev 20:7

SATIATED
s the weary soul  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 31:25
It shall be s and made  . . . . . . . .Jer 46:10

SATISFIED
I shall be s when I  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 17:15
his land will be s  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 12:11
a good man will be s  . . . . . . .Prov 14:14
s soul loathes the  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 27:7
that are never s  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 30:15
silver will not be s  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 5:10
left hand and not be s . . . . . . . . . .Is 9:20
of His soul, and be s  . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:11
My people shall be s  . . . . . . . . .Jer 31:14
still were not s . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 16:28
but they were not s  . . . . . . . . .Amos 4:8
and cannot be s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hab 2:5

SATISFIES
s your mouth with good . . . . . . .Ps 103:5
s the longing soul  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 107:9

SATISFY
s us early with Your . . . . . . . . . .Ps 90:14
long life I will s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 91:16
s her poor with bread  . . . . . . .Ps 132:15
for what does not s . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 55:2

SATISFYING
eats to the s of his  . . . . . . . . .Prov 13:25

SAUL
Becomes first king of Israel, 1 Sam 9—

11
Sacrifices unlawfully, 1 Sam 13:1–14
Wars with Philistines, 1 Sam 13:15—

14:52
Disregards the Lord’s command;

rejected by God, 1 Sam 15
Suffers from distressing spirits, 1 Sam

16:14–23
Becomes jealous of David; attempts to

kill him, 1 Sam 18:5—19:22
Pursues David; twice spared by him,

1 Sam 22—24; 26
Consults medium, 1 Sam 28:7–25
Defeated, commits suicide; buried,

1 Sam 31
—of Tarsus, apostle to the Gentiles: see

PAUL

SAVE
the LORD does not s  . . . . . . .1 Sam 17:47
there was none to s  . . . . . . .2 Sam 22:42
s the humble person  . . . . . . . .Job 22:29
Oh, s me for Your  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 6:4
S Your people  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 28:9
send from heaven and s  . . . . . . . .Ps 57:3
s the children of the  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 72:4
s the souls of the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 72:13
LORD, and He will s  . . . . . . . .Prov 20:22
He will come and s . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 35:4
LORD was ready to s  . . . . . . . . . .Is 38:20
s your children . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 49:25
that it cannot s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 59:1
mighty to s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 63:1
one who cannot s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 14:9
s you and deliver you  . . . . . . . .Jer 15:20
s me, and I shall be . . . . . . . . . .Jer 17:14
O LORD, s Your people  . . . . . . . .Jer 31:7
other, That he may s  . . . . . . . .Hos 13:10
Assyria shall not s  . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 14:3
the Mighty One, will s . . . . . . .Zeph 3:17
JESUS, for He will s  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 1:21
s his life will  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 16:25
s that which was  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 18:11
s life or to kill  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 3:4
let Him s Himself if  . . . . . . . .Luke 23:35
You are the Christ, s  . . . . . . .Luke 23:39
‘Father, s Me from  . . . . . . . . .John 12:27
but to s the world  . . . . . . . . .John 12:47
and s some of them  . . . . . . . .Rom 11:14
the world to s sinners  . . . . . .1 Tim 1:15
doing this you will s . . . . . . . .1 Tim 4:16
able to s your souls . . . . . . . . .James 1:21
Can faith s him  . . . . . . . . . . .James 2:14
SAVED
like you, a people s  . . . . . . . .Deut 33:29
But You have s us from  . . . . . . . .Ps 44:7
and we are not s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 8:20
“Who then can be s  . . . . . . . .Matt 19:25
“He s others  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 27:42
That we should be s  . . . . . . . .Luke 1:71
“Your faith has s  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 7:50
through Him might be s  . . . . . .John 3:17
them, saying, “Be s  . . . . . . . . .Acts 2:40
what must I do to be s  . . . . . .Acts 16:30
For we were s in this  . . . . . . . .Rom 8:24
is that they may be s  . . . . . . . .Rom 10:1
all Israel will be s  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:26
his spirit may be s  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 5:5
which also you are s  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:2
those who are being s . . . . . . .2 Cor 2:15
grace you have been s  . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:8
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all men to be s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:4
she will be s in  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:15
to His mercy He s  . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 3:5
eight souls, were s  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:20
of those who are s  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:24

SAVES
s the needy from the  . . . . . . . . .Job 5:15
s such as have a . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 34:18
antitype which now s  . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:21

SAVIOR
forgot God their S  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 106:21
He will send them a S  . . . . . . . .Is 19:20
of Israel, your S  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 43:3
Me, a just God and a S  . . . . . . . .Is 45:21
I, the LORD, am your S  . . . . . . . .Is 60:16
So He became their S  . . . . . . . . . .Is 63:8
for there is no s . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 13:4
rejoiced in God my S  . . . . . . . .Luke 1:47
the city of David a S . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:11
the Christ, the S  . . . . . . . . . . .John 4:42
to be Prince and S  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 5:31
up for Israel a S  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 13:23
and He is the S  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:23
of God our S and the  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:1
God, who is the S  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 4:10
of our S Jesus Christ . . . . . . . .2 Tim 1:10
God and S Jesus Christ  . . . . . .Titus 2:13

SAVIORS
s shall come to Mount  . . . . . . . .Obad 21

SAVOR
days, and I do not s  . . . . . . . .Amos 5:21

SAWN
stoned, they were s  . . . . . . . .Heb 11:37

SAY
But I s to you that  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:22
“But who do you s  . . . . . . . . .Matt 16:15
s that we have no sin  . . . . . . .1 John 1:8

SAYING
disclose my dark s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 49:4
cannot accept this s  . . . . . . . .Matt 19:11
“This is a hard s . . . . . . . . . . . .John 6:60
This is a faithful s . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:15

SAYINGS
I will utter dark s . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:2
whoever hears these s  . . . . . . .Matt 7:24

SCALES
You shall have honest s  . . . . . .Lev 19:36
be weighed on honest s  . . . . . . .Job 31:6
deceitful s are in his  . . . . . . . . .Hos 12:7
on it had a pair of s  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 6:5

SCARLET
s cord in the window  . . . . . . . .Josh 2:18
are like a strand of s . . . . . . . . . .Song 4:3
your sins are like s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:18
s beast which was full  . . . . . . . .Rev 17:3

SCATTER
I will s you among the  . . . . . . .Lev 26:33
S the peoples who  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:30
s the sheep of My  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 23:1
I will s to all winds  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 49:32

SCATTERED
lest we be s abroad  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 11:4
of iniquity shall be s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 92:9
“You have s My flock  . . . . . . . . .Jer 23:2
s Israel will gather  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 31:10
“Israel is like s sheep  . . . . . . . .Jer 50:17
they were weary and s  . . . . . . .Matt 9:36
the sheep will be s  . . . . . . . .Mark 14:27

that you will be s  . . . . . . . . . .John 16:32
SCATTERS
s the frost like ashes  . . . . . . . .Ps 147:16
There is one who s  . . . . . . . .Prov 11:24
throne of judgment s  . . . . . . . .Prov 20:8
not gather with Me s  . . . . . . .Matt 12:30
SCEPTER
s shall not depart  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 49:10
S shall rise out of . . . . . . . . . .Num 24:17
a s of righteousness  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 45:6
a s of righteousness . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 1:8
SCHEME
perfected a shrewd s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 64:6

SCHEMER
will be called a s  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 24:8

SCHEMES
who brings wicked s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 37:7
sought out many s  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:29
SCHISM
there should be no s . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:25

SCHOOL
daily in the s of  . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 19:9

SCOFF
They s and speak  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:8
They s at kings  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hab 1:10
SCOFFER
“He who corrects a s  . . . . . . . . .Prov 9:7
s does not listen . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 13:1
s seeks wisdom and  . . . . . . . . .Prov 14:6
s is an abomination  . . . . . . . . .Prov 24:9
SCOFFERS
S ensnare a city  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 29:8
s will come in the  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:3
SCORCHED
sun was up they were s  . . . . . .Matt 13:6
And men were s with  . . . . . . . .Rev 16:9
SCORN
My friends s me . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 16:20
to our neighbors, a s  . . . . . . . . .Ps 44:13

SCORNED
consider, for I am s . . . . . . . . . .Lam 1:11
and princes are s . . . . . . . . . . . .Hab 1:10

SCORNS
He s the scornful  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:34
s obedience to his  . . . . . . . . .Prov 30:17

SCORPIONS
and you dwell among s  . . . . . . .Ezek 2:6
on serpents and s  . . . . . . . . .Luke 10:19
They had tails like s . . . . . . . . . .Rev 9:10
SCOURGE
hosts will stir up a s  . . . . . . . . . .Is 10:26
up to councils and s  . . . . . . . .Matt 10:17
will mock Him, and s  . . . . . .Mark 10:34
SCOURGES
s every son whom . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:6

SCRIBE
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will not be put to s . . . . . . . . . .Rom 9:33
to put to s the wise . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:27
I say this to your s  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:5
glory is in their s . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 3:19
put Him to an open s  . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:6

SHAMEFUL
committing what is s  . . . . . . . .Rom 1:27
for it is s for women  . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:35
For it is s even to  . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:12

SHAMGAR
Judge of Israel; strikes down 600

Philistines, Judg 3:31

SHAMMAH
Son of Jesse, 1 Sam 16:9
Called Shimea, 1 Chr 2:13

—One of David’s mighty men, 2 Sam
23:11

Also called Shammoth the Harorite,
1 Chr 11:27

SHAPHAN
Scribe under Josiah, 2 Kin 22:3–14

SHARE
a stranger does not s  . . . . . . .Prov 14:10
s your bread with the  . . . . . . . . . .Is 58:7
is taught the word s  . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 6:6
to give, willing to s  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:18
to do good and to s  . . . . . . . . .Heb 13:16

SHARING
for your liberal s . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 9:13

SHARON
Coastal plain between Joppa and Mt.

Carmel, 1 Chr 27:29
Famed for roses, Song 2:1
Inhabitants of, turn to the Lord, Acts

9:35

SHARP
S as a two-edged sword  . . . . . . .Prov 5:4

SHARPEN
s their tongue like a . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 64:3
and one does not s  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 10:10

SHARPENS
My adversary s His . . . . . . . . . . .Job 16:9
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SHARPNESS
I should use s  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 13:10

SHATTERED
at ease, but He has s  . . . . . . . .Job 16:12

SHEALTIEL
Son of King Jeconiah and father of

Zerubbabel, 1 Chr 3:17

SHEAR-JASHUB
Symbolic name given to Isaiah’s son, Is

7:3

SHEATH
‘Return it to its s  . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 21:30
your sword into the s  . . . . . . .John 18:11

SHEAVES
bringing his s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 126:6
nor he who binds s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 129:7
gather them like s  . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 4:12

SHEBA
Land of, occupied by Sabeans, famous

traders, Job 1:15; Ps 72:10
Queen of, visits Solomon; marvels at his

wisdom, 1 Kin 10:1–13
Mentioned by Christ, Matt 12:42

SHEBAH
Name given to a well and town

(Beersheba), Gen 26:31–33

SHEBNA
Treasurer under Hezekiah, Is 22:15
Demoted to position of scribe, 2 Kin

19:2
Man of pride and luxury, replaced by

Eliakim, Is 22:19–21

SHECHEM
Son of Hamor; rapes Dinah, Jacob’s

daughter, Gen 34:1–31
—Ancient city of Ephraim, Gen 33:18

Joshua’s farewell address delivered at,
Josh 24:1–25

Supports Abimelech; destroyed, Judg 9
Rebuilt by Jeroboam I, 1 Kin 12:25

SHED
which is s for many  . . . . . . . .Matt 26:28

SHEDDING
blood, and without s  . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:22

SHEEP
astray like a lost s  . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:176
slaughter, and as a s  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:7
Pull them out like s . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 12:3
have been lost s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 50:6
will search for My s  . . . . . . . .Ezek 34:11
shall judge between s . . . . . . .Ezek 34:17
s will be scattered  . . . . . . . . . .Zech 13:7
rather to the lost s  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 10:6
I send you out as s  . . . . . . . . .Matt 10:16
And He will set the s  . . . . . . .Matt 25:33
having a hundred s  . . . . . . . . .Luke 15:4
and he calls his own s  . . . . . . .John 10:3
and I know My s  . . . . . . . . . .John 10:14
s I have which are not  . . . . . .John 10:16
“He was led as a s  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 8:32
like s going astray  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:25

SHEEPFOLDS
lie down among the s  . . . . . . . .Ps 68:13

SHEET
object like a great s . . . . . . . . .Acts 10:11

SHELTER
I will trust in the s . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 61:4

in You I take s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 143:9
the LORD will be a s  . . . . . . . . . .Joel 3:16

SHELTERS
s him all the day long  . . . . . .Deut 33:12
be pastures, with s  . . . . . . . . . .Zeph 2:6

SHEM
Oldest son of Noah, Gen 5:32
Escapes the flood, Gen 7:13
Receives a blessing, Gen 9:23, 26
Ancestor of Semitic people, Gen

10:22–32

SHEMAIAH
Prophet of Judah, 1 Kin 12:22–24
Explains Shishak’s invasion as divine

punishment, 2 Chr 12:5–8
Records Rehoboam’s reign, 2 Chr 12:15

SHEMER
Sells Omri the hill on which Samaria is

built, 1 Kin 16:23, 24

SHEOL
down to the gates of S  . . . . . . .Job 17:16
not leave my soul in S  . . . . . . . .Ps 16:10
S laid hold of me  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 116:3
S cannot thank  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 38:18
the belly of S I cried  . . . . . . . . . . .Jon 2:2

SHEPHERD
s is an abomination . . . . . . . . .Gen 46:34
s My people Israel  . . . . . . . . . .2 Sam 5:2
The LORD is my s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 23:1
s Jacob His people  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:71
His flock like a s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:11
of Cyrus, ‘He is My s  . . . . . . . . .Is 44:28
s who follows You . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 17:16
because there was no s  . . . . . .Ezek 34:5
I will establish one s  . . . . . . .Ezek 34:23
“As a s takes from  . . . . . . . . .Amos 3:12
to the worthless s  . . . . . . . . .Zech 11:17
‘I will strike the S  . . . . . . . . .Matt 26:31
“I am the good s  . . . . . . . . . .John 10:11
s the church of God  . . . . . . . .Acts 20:28
the dead, that great S  . . . . . . .Heb 13:20
S the flock of God  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:2
when the Chief S  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:4
of the throne will s  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 7:17

SHEPHERDS
your sons shall be s  . . . . . . . .Num 14:33
And they are s who  . . . . . . . . . .Is 56:11
And I will give you s  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 3:15
s who destroy and . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 23:1
s who feed My people . . . . . . . . .Jer 23:2
s have led them astray  . . . . . . . .Jer 50:6
s fed themselves  . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 34:8
in the same country s  . . . . . . . .Luke 2:8

SHESHACH
Symbolic of Babylon, Jer 25:26

SHESHBAZZAR
Prince of Judah, Ezra 1:8, 11

SHETHAR-BOZNAI
Official of Persia, Ezra 5:3, 6

SHIELD
I am your s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 15:1
He is a s to all who  . . . . . . .2 Sam 22:31
my s and the horn of  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 18:2
God is a sun and s  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 84:11
truth shall be your s . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 91:4
all, taking the s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:16

SHIHOR
Name given to the Nile, Is 23:3

Israel’s southwestern border, Josh 13:3

SHILOH
Center of worship, Judg 18:31
Headquarters for division of Promised

Land, Josh 18:1, 10
Benjamites seize women of, Judg

21:19–23
Ark of the covenant taken from, 1 Sam

4:3–11
Punishment given to, Jer 7:12–15

—Messianic title, Gen 49:10

SHIMEI
Benjamite; insults David, 2 Sam

16:5–13
Pardoned, but confined, 2 Sam

19:16–23
Breaks agreement; executed by

Solomon, 1 Kin 2:39–46

SHIMSHAI
Scribe opposing the Jews, Ezra 4:8–24

SHINAR
Tower built at, Gen 11:2–9

SHINE
LORD make His face s  . . . . . . . .Num 6:25
cause His face to s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 67:1
the cherubim, s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 80:1
Make Your face s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:135
who are wise shall s  . . . . . . . . .Dan 12:3
the righteous will s  . . . . . . . .Matt 13:43
among whom you s  . . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:15

SHINED
them a light has s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 9:2

SHINES
And the light s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 1:5

SHINING
the earth, by clear s  . . . . . . . .2 Sam 23:4
His clothes became s . . . . . . . . .Mark 9:3
light is already s  . . . . . . . . . . .1 John 2:8
was like the sun s  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:16

SHIPHRAH
Hebrew midwife, Ex 1:15

SHIPS
pass by like swift s  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 9:26
down to the sea in s  . . . . . . . .Ps 107:23
like the merchant s  . . . . . . . .Prov 31:14
Look also at s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .James 3:4

SHIPWRECK
faith have suffered s . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:19

SHOOT
they s out the lip  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 22:7
But God shall s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 64:7

SHORT
have sinned and fall s . . . . . . . .Rom 3:23
the work and cut it s  . . . . . . . .Rom 9:28

SHORTENED
his youth You have s  . . . . . . . . .Ps 89:45
the wicked will be s  . . . . . . . .Prov 10:27
those days were s  . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:22

SHOT
shall be stoned or s  . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:20

SHOUT
s joyfully to the Rock  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 95:1
S joyfully to the LORD  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 98:4
Make a joyful s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 100:1
from heaven with a s . . . . . .1 Thess 4:16

SHOW
a land that I will s . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 12:1
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S me Your ways . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 25:4
s yourselves men  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 46:8
s Him greater works . . . . . . . . .John 5:20
s us the Father  . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 14:8

SHOWBREAD
you shall set the s  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 25:30
s which had been taken . . . . .1 Sam 21:6
s which was not lawful  . . . . . .Matt 12:4

SHOWERS
make it soft with s  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 65:10
s have been withheld  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 3:3
can the heavens give s  . . . . . . .Jer 14:22
from the LORD, like s  . . . . . . . . . .Mic 5:7

SHREWDLY
because he had dealt s  . . . . . . .Luke 16:8

SHRINES
who made silver s  . . . . . . . . .Acts 19:24

SHRIVELED
You have s me up . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 16:8

SHUFFLES
with his eyes, he s  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 6:13

SHULAMITE
Beloved of the bridegroom king, Song

6:13

SHUNAMMITE
Abishag, David’s nurse, 1 Kin 1:3, 15

—Woman who cared for Elisha, 2 Kin
4:8–12

SHUNNED
feared God and s evil  . . . . . . . . . .Job 1:1

SHUSHAN
Residence of Persian monarchs, Esth

1:2

SHUT
“Or who s in the sea  . . . . . . . . .Job 38:8
Has He in anger s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 77:9
For you s up the . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:13

SHUTS
s his ears to the cry  . . . . . . . .Prov 21:13
s his eyes from seeing . . . . . . . . .Is 33:15
brother in need, and s . . . . . .1 John 3:17
who opens and no one s  . . . . . . .Rev 3:7

SICK
have made him s . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 7:5
I was s and you  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 25:36
he whom You love is s  . . . . . . .John 11:3
many are weak and s  . . . . . .1 Cor 11:30
have left in Miletus s  . . . . . . .2 Tim 4:20
faith will save the s  . . . . . . . .James 5:15

SICKLE
Put in the s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Joel 3:13
“Thrust in Your s  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 14:15

SICKNESS
will sustain him in s . . . . . . . .Prov 18:14
“This s is not unto  . . . . . . . . . .John 11:4

SICKNESSES
And bore our s . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 8:17

SIDE
The LORD is on my s  . . . . . . . . .Ps 118:6
the net on the right s  . . . . . . . .John 21:6

SIDON
Canaanite city; inhabitants not

expelled, Judg 1:31
Hostile relations with Israel, Judg

10:12; Is 23:12; Joel 3:4–6

Jesus preaches to, Matt 15:21; Luke
6:17

SIFT
s the nations with the . . . . . . . . .Is 30:28
s the house of Israel  . . . . . . . . .Amos 9:9
for you, that he may s  . . . . . .Luke 22:31

SIFTS
A wise king s out the  . . . . . . .Prov 20:26

SIGH
our years like a s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 90:9
the merry-hearted s  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 24:7
of the men who s . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 9:4

SIGHING
For my s comes before  . . . . . . . .Job 3:24
s is not hidden  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 38:9

SIGHT
and see this great s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 3:3
seemed good in Your s  . . . . . .Matt 11:26
by faith, not by s  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:7

SIGN
Show me a s for good  . . . . . . . .Ps 86:17
will give you a s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 7:14
for an everlasting s  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 55:13
we want to see a s  . . . . . . . . .Matt 12:38
seeks after a s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 12:39
And what will be the s . . . . . . .Matt 24:3
s which will be spoken  . . . . . .Luke 2:34
again is the second s  . . . . . . . .John 4:54
For Jews request a s  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:22
Now a great s appeared  . . . . . . .Rev 12:1
SIGNS
and let them be for s . . . . . . . . .Gen 1:14
you not know their s  . . . . . . . .Job 21:29
They performed His s  . . . . . . .Ps 105:27
We are for s and . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 8:18
How great are His s  . . . . . . . . . .Dan 4:3
cannot discern the s . . . . . . . . .Matt 16:3
the accompanying s  . . . . . . .Mark 16:20
s Jesus did in Cana of  . . . . . . . .John 2:11
no one can do these s . . . . . . . . .John 3:2
you people see s . . . . . . . . . . . .John 4:48
because you saw the s  . . . . . . .John 6:26
is a sinner do such s . . . . . . . . .John 9:16
this Man works many s  . . . . .John 11:47
Jesus did many other s  . . . . . .John 20:30
demons, performing s  . . . . . . .Rev 16:14
SIHON

Amorite king; defeated by Israel, Num
21:21–32

Territory of, assigned to Reuben and
Gad, Num 32:1–38

SILAS (or Silvanus)
Leader in Jerusalem church; sent to

Antioch, Acts 15:22–35
Travels with Paul, Acts 15:40, 41
Jailed and released, Acts 16:25–40
Mentioned in epistles, 2 Cor 1:19;

1 Thess 1:1; 2 Thess 1:1; 1 Pet 5:12

SILENCE
that You may s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 8:2
I was mute with s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 39:2
soon have settled in s  . . . . . . . .Ps 94:17
“Sit in s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 47:5
seal, there was s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 8:1

SILENT
the wicked shall be s  . . . . . . . .1 Sam 2:9
season, and am not s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 22:2
Do not be s to me  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 28:1
Let them be s in the  . . . . . . . . .Ps 31:17

Be s in the presence  . . . . . . . . .Zeph 1:7
Let your women keep s  . . . .1 Cor 14:34

SILK
and covered you with s  . . . . .Ezek 16:10

SILLY
They are s children . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 4:22

SILOAM
Tower of, falls and kills 18 people, Luke

13:4
Blind man washes in pool of, John

9:1–11

SILVER
and your precious s  . . . . . . . . .Job 22:25
Though he heaps up s  . . . . . . .Job 27:16
s tried in a furnace  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 12:6
have refined us as s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 66:10
than the profits of s  . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:14
chosen rather than s  . . . . . . .Prov 16:16
refining pot is for s . . . . . . . . . .Prov 17:3
He who loves s will  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 5:10
s has become dross . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:22
call them rejected s . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 6:30
may buy the poor for s  . . . . . . .Amos 8:6
him thirty pieces of s  . . . . . . .Matt 26:15

SIMEON
Son of Jacob by Leah, Gen 29:32, 33
Avenged his sister’s dishonor, Gen

34:25–31
Held hostage by Joseph, Gen 42:18–20,

24
Rebuked by Jacob, Gen 49:5–7

—Tribe of:
Numbered, Num 1:23; 26:12–14
Receive inheritance, Josh 19:1–9
Fight Canaanites with Judah, Judg

1:1–3, 17–20
—Just man; blesses infant Jesus, Luke

2:25–35

SIMILITUDE
been made in the s . . . . . . . . . .James 3:9

SIMON
Simon Peter: see PETER

—One of the Twelve; called “the
Cananite,” Matt 10:4

—One of Jesus’ half brothers, Matt 13:55
—Pharisee, Luke 7:36–40
—Man of Cyrene, Matt 27:32
—Sorcerer, Acts 8:9–24
—Tanner in Joppa, Acts 9:43

SIMPLE
making wise the s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 19:7
LORD preserves the s  . . . . . . . . .Ps 116:6
understanding to the s  . . . . . .Ps 119:130
s believes every word . . . . . . .Prov 14:15
the hearts of the s  . . . . . . . . .Rom 16:18

SIMPLICITY
ones, will you love s . . . . . . . . .Prov 1:22
in the world in s . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 1:12
corrupted from the s . . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:3

SIN
committed a great s . . . . . . . . . .Ex 32:20
he died in his own s  . . . . . . . .Num 27:3
and be sure your s  . . . . . . . . .Num 32:23
to death for his own s  . . . . . .Deut 24:16
all this Job did not s  . . . . . . . . . .Job 2:10
and search out my s  . . . . . . . . . .Job 10:6
Be angry, and do not s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 4:4
my ways, lest I s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 39:1
s is always before me . . . . . . . . . .Ps 51:3
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in s my mother  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 51:5
s is a reproach  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 14:34
good and does not s  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:20
soul an offering for s . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:10
And He bore the s  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:12
s I will remember no  . . . . . . . .Jer 31:34
They eat up the s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 4:8
Now they s more and  . . . . . . . .Hos 13:2
who believe in Me to s  . . . . . .Matt 18:6
who takes away the s  . . . . . . . .John 1:29
S no more  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 5:14
“He who is without s  . . . . . . . . .John 8:7
convict the world of s . . . . . . . .John 16:8
they are all under s  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:9
s entered the world  . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:12
s is not imputed  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:13
s that grace may . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:1
died to s once for all . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:10
s shall not have  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:14
Shall we s because we  . . . . . . .Rom 6:15
s that dwells in me . . . . . . . . . .Rom 7:17
Him who knew no s  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:21
man of s is revealed . . . . . . . .2 Thess 2:3
we are, yet without s  . . . . . . . .Heb 4:15
appeared to put away s  . . . . . . .Heb 9:26
s willfully after we  . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:26
it gives birth to s  . . . . . . . . . .James 1:15
do it, to him it is s  . . . . . . . . .James 4:17
“Who committed no s  . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:22
say that we have no s  . . . . . . .1 John 1:8
that you may not s  . . . . . . . . .1 John 2:1
s is lawlessness  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 John 3:4
in Him there is no s  . . . . . . . .1 John 3:5
and he cannot s  . . . . . . . . . . .1 John 3:9
for those who commit s . . . . .1 John 5:16
unrighteousness is s  . . . . . . .1 John 5:17

SINAI
Mountain (same as Horeb) where the

law was given, Ex 19:1–25
Used allegorically by Paul, Gal 4:24, 25

SINCERE
Holy Spirit, by s love  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 6:6
and from s faith  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:5
s love of the brethren  . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:22

SINCERITY
LORD, serve Him in s . . . . . . . .Josh 24:14
unleavened bread of s . . . . . . . .1 Cor 5:8
simplicity and godly s  . . . . . . .2 Cor 1:12
men-pleasers, but in s  . . . . . . . .Col 3:22

SINFUL
Alas, s nation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:4
and s generation  . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 8:38
from me, for I am a s  . . . . . . . . .Luke 5:8
the hands of s men  . . . . . . . . .Luke 24:7
become exceedingly s  . . . . . . .Rom 7:13
likeness of s flesh  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:3

SING
“S to the LORD . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 15:21
the widow’s heart to s  . . . . . . .Job 29:13
S out the honor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 66:2
I will s of mercy and  . . . . . . . . .Ps 101:1
“S us one of the songs  . . . . . . . .Ps 137:3
My servants shall s  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 65:14
I will s with the  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:15
assembly I will s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:12
Let him s psalms  . . . . . . . . . .James 5:13

SINGERS
The s went before  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:25
male and female s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 2:8

SINGING
His presence with s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 100:2
and our tongue with s  . . . . . . . .Ps 126:2
the time of s has come . . . . . . .Song 2:12
break forth into s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 14:7
even with joy and s  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 35:2
come to Zion with s  . . . . . . . . . .Is 35:10
and spiritual songs, s . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:19

SINISTER
who understands s  . . . . . . . . . .Dan 8:23

SINK
I s in deep mire  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 69:2
to s he cried out  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 14:30

SINNED
You only, have I s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 51:4
Jerusalem has s . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 1:8
Our fathers s and are  . . . . . . . . .Lam 5:7
“Father, I have s  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 15:18
“Rabbi, who s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 9:2
For as many as have s . . . . . . . .Rom 2:12
for all have s and  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:23
marries, she has not s . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:28
say that we have not s . . . . . .1 John 1:10
for the devil has s  . . . . . . . . . .1 John 3:8

SINNER
s He gives the work  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 2:26
s does evil a hundred  . . . . . . . .Eccl 8:12
s destroys much good  . . . . . . . .Eccl 9:18
the city who was a s  . . . . . . . .Luke 7:37
s who repents than  . . . . . . . . .Luke 15:7
can a man who is a s  . . . . . . . .John 9:16
the ungodly and the s  . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:18

SINNERS
in the path of s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 1:1
therefore He teaches s  . . . . . . . . .Ps 25:8
soul with s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 26:9
s be consumed from the  . . . . .Ps 104:35
son, if s entice you  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 1:10
The s in Zion are  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 33:14
the righteous, but s  . . . . . . . . .Matt 9:13
tax collectors and s  . . . . . . . .Matt 11:19
s love those who love  . . . . . . .Luke 6:32
Galileans were worse s  . . . . . .Luke 13:2
God does not hear s  . . . . . . . . .John 9:31
while we were still s  . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:8
many were made s  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:19
the ungodly and for s  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:9
the world to save s . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:15
separate from s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 7:26
such hostility from s  . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:3
things which ungodly s  . . . . . . . .Jude 15

SINS
my iniquities and s . . . . . . . . . .Job 13:23
from presumptuous s  . . . . . . . . .Ps 19:13
You, our secret s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 90:8
but he who s against  . . . . . . . .Prov 8:36
s have hidden His face  . . . . . . . . .Is 59:2
the soul who s shall  . . . . . . . . .Ezek 18:4
to make an end of s  . . . . . . . . .Dan 9:24
if your brother s . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 18:15
I take away their s  . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:27
s according to the . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:3
are still in your s  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:17
the forgiveness of s  . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 1:7
s are clearly evident  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:24
once to bear the s  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:28
If we confess our s  . . . . . . . . .1 John 1:9
propitiation for our s  . . . . . . . .1 John 2:2
s are forgiven you  . . . . . . . . .1 John 2:12
Whoever s has neither  . . . . . .1 John 3:6

you share in her s  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 18:4

SION
See ZION

Name given to all or part of Mt.
Hermon, Deut 4:48

SISERA
Canaanite commander of Jabin’s army;

slain by Jael, Judg 4:2–22

SISTER
are my mother and my s . . . . . .Job 17:14
We have a little s . . . . . . . . . . . .Song 8:8
is My brother and s  . . . . . . . .Matt 12:50
to you Phoebe our s  . . . . . . . . .Rom 16:1
s is not under bondage  . . . . . .1 Cor 7:15

SIT
Those who s in the  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 69:12
“Come down and s . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 47:1
“Why do we s still  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 8:14
but to s on My right . . . . . . . .Matt 20:23
and the Pharisees s  . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:2
“S at My right hand  . . . . . . . . .Heb 1:13
say to him, “You s  . . . . . . . . . .James 2:3
I will grant to s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:21
heart, ‘I s as queen  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 18:7

SITS
God s on His holy  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 47:8
It is He who s above . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:22
so that he s as God  . . . . . . . .2 Thess 2:4
where the harlot s  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 17:15

SITTING
You know my s down and  . . . . .Ps 139:2
see the Son of Man s . . . . . . .Mark 14:62
where Christ is, s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 3:1

SKILL
hand forget its s . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 137:5
nor favor to men of s  . . . . . . . .Eccl 9:11
them knowledge and s  . . . . . . .Dan 1:17
forth to give you s . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 9:22

SKILLFULNESS
guided them by the s  . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:72

SKIN
God made tunics of s  . . . . . . . .Gen 3:21
LORD and said, “S  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 2:4
have escaped by the s . . . . . . . .Job 19:20
Ethiopian change his s  . . . . . . .Jer 13:23
s is hot as an oven  . . . . . . . . . .Lam 5:10

SKIP
He makes them also s  . . . . . . . . .Ps 29:6

SKIPPING
upon the mountains, s  . . . . . . . .Song 2:8

SKULL
to say, Place of a S  . . . . . . . . .Matt 27:33

SKY
s receded as a scroll . . . . . . . . . .Rev 6:14

SLACK
He will not be s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 7:10
s hand becomes poor  . . . . . . . .Prov 10:4
The Lord is not s . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:9

SLAIN
s his thousands  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 18:7
beauty of Israel is s  . . . . . . . .2 Sam 1:19
the dead, like the s  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 88:5
and all who were s . . . . . . . . . .Prov 7:26
I shall be s in the  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 22:13
s men are not s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 22:2
no more cover her s  . . . . . . . . . .Is 26:21
and the s of the LORD  . . . . . . . . .Is 66:16

SINAI 1946 SLAIN



and night for the s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 9:1
Those s by the sword  . . . . . . . . .Lam 4:9
the prophets, I have s  . . . . . . . . .Hos 6:5
is the Lamb who was s  . . . . . . .Rev 5:12

SLANDER
s your own mother’s  . . . . . . . . .Ps 50:20
and whoever spreads s  . . . . . .Prov 10:18

SLANDERERS
be reverent, not s  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:11
unforgiving, s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 3:3
in behavior, not s  . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 2:3

SLANDEROUSLY
as we are s reported . . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:8

SLAUGHTER
as sheep for the s . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 44:22
led as a lamb to the s  . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:7
but the Valley of S  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 7:32
“Feed the flock for s  . . . . . . . .Zech 11:4
as sheep for the s  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:36

SLAVE
that you were a s  . . . . . . . . . .Deut 15:15
commits sin is a s . . . . . . . . . . .John 8:34
you called while a s  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:21
you are no longer a s  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 4:7

SLAVES
should no longer be s  . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:6
though you were s  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:17
your members as s  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:19
do not become s . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:23

SLAY
s the righteous  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 18:25
s a righteous nation  . . . . . . . . .Gen 20:4
Evil shall s the . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 34:21
Oh, that You would s . . . . . . . .Ps 139:19
s them before me  . . . . . . . . .Luke 19:27

SLEEP
God caused a deep s  . . . . . . . . .Gen 2:21
the night, when deep s . . . . . . . .Job 4:13
my eyes, lest I s . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 13:3
Why do You s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 44:23
have sunk into their s  . . . . . . . . .Ps 76:5
they are like a s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 90:5
neither slumber nor s  . . . . . . . .Ps 121:4
He gives His beloved s  . . . . . . . .Ps 127:2
I will not give s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 132:4
s will be sweet . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:24
For they do not s  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 4:16
A little s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 6:10
Do not love s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 20:13
The s of a laboring  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 5:12
the spirit of deep s  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 29:10
Also his s went from . . . . . . . . .Dan 6:18
I was in a deep s . . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 8:18
them, “Why do you s . . . . . . .Luke 22:46
among you, and many s  . . . .1 Cor 11:30
We shall not all s  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:51
“Awake, you who s  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:14
with Him those who s  . . . . .1 Thess 4:14
Therefore let us not s  . . . . . .1 Thess 5:6

SLEEPERS
gently the lips of s  . . . . . . . . . . .Song 7:9

SLEEPING
is not dead, but s  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 9:24
“Are you still s . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 26:45
that night Peter was s  . . . . . . . .Acts 12:6

SLEEPLESSNESS
in labors, in s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 6:5
and toil, in s often  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:27

SLEEPS
wise son; he who s  . . . . . . . . .Prov 10:5
“Our friend Lazarus s . . . . . . .John 11:11

SLEPT
I lay down and s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 3:5
but while men s . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 13:25

SLIGHTED
is the one who is s  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 12:9

SLING
he had, and his s  . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 17:40
a stone in a s is he  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 26:8

SLIP
their foot shall s  . . . . . . . . . .Deut 32:35
my footsteps may not s  . . . . . . . .Ps 17:5

SLIPPERY
way be dark and s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 35:6
set them in s places  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:18
be to them like s . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 23:12

SLOOPS
all the beautiful s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 2:16

SLOW
but I am s of speech  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 4:10
He who is s to wrath  . . . . . . .Prov 14:29
hear, s to speak, s  . . . . . . . . .James 1:19

SLUGGARD
will you slumber, O s  . . . . . . . . .Prov 6:9

SLUMBERED
delayed, they all s  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 25:5

SLUMBERING
upon men, while s  . . . . . . . . . .Job 33:15

SMALL
‘The place is too s  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 49:20
I will make you s  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 49:15
may stand, for he is s  . . . . . . . .Amos 7:2
I will make you s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Obad 2
the day of s things  . . . . . . . . . .Zech 4:10
And I saw the dead, s  . . . . . . .Rev 20:12

SMELL
and he smelled the s . . . . . . . .Gen 27:27
s there will be a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 3:24

SMELLS
s the battle from afar  . . . . . . . .Job 39:25

SMITTEN
Him stricken, s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:4

SMOKE
went up like the s . . . . . . . . . .Gen 19:28
s is driven away . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:2
are consumed like s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 102:3
like a wineskin in s  . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:83
like pillars of s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Song 3:6
s shall ascend forever  . . . . . . . . .Is 34:10
vanish away like s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 51:6
fire and vapor of s  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 2:19
s arose out of the pit  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 9:2
was filled with s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 15:8
Her s rises up  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 19:3

SMOOTH
speak to us s things  . . . . . . . . . .Is 30:10
And the rough places s  . . . . . . . . .Is 40:4
though they speak s  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 12:6
the rough ways s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 3:5

SMOOTH-SKINNED
man, and I am a s  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 27:11

SMYRNA
Site of one of the seven churches, Rev

1:11

SNAIL
s which melts away as  . . . . . . . . .Ps 58:8

SNARE
it will surely be a s  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 23:33
It became a s to  . . . . . . . . . . . .Judg 8:27
that she may be a s  . . . . . . .1 Sam 18:21
s snatches their  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 5:5
and he walks into a s  . . . . . . . . .Job 18:8
their table become a s  . . . . . . . .Ps 69:22
as a bird from the s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 124:7
birds caught in a s  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 9:12
and the pit and the s  . . . . . . . . .Is 24:17
I have laid a s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 50:23
s have come upon us  . . . . . . . .Lam 3:47
is a fowler’s s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 9:8
a bird fall into a s  . . . . . . . . . . .Amos 3:5
it will come as a s  . . . . . . . . .Luke 21:35
temptation and a s  . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:9
and escape the s  . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:26

SNARED
The wicked is s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 9:16
and be broken, be s  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 8:15
all of them are s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 42:22

SNARES
the s of death  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 18:5
who seek my life lay s  . . . . . . . .Ps 38:12
and built great s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 9:14
wait as one who sets s  . . . . . . . .Jer 5:26

SNATCH
s the fatherless . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 24:9
neither shall anyone s  . . . . . .John 10:28

SNATCHES
s away what was  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 13:19

SNEER
and you s at it  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 1:13

SNIFFED
they s at the wind . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 14:6

SNORTING
s strikes terror  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 39:20

SNOW
and heat consume the s  . . . . . .Job 24:19
For He says to the s  . . . . . . . . . .Job 37:6
the treasury of s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 38:22
shall be whiter than s  . . . . . . . . .Ps 51:7
He gives s like wool . . . . . . . . .Ps 147:16
As s in summer and  . . . . . . . . .Prov 26:1
She is not afraid of s . . . . . . . .Prov 31:21
shall be as white as s  . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:18
garment was white as s . . . . . . . .Dan 7:9
clothing as white as s . . . . . . . .Matt 28:3
wool, as white as s  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:14

SOAKED
their land shall be s  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 34:7

SOAP
lye, and use much s  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 2:22

SOBER
of the day be s . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 5:8
the older men be s  . . . . . . . . . .Titus 2:2

SOBERLY
think, but to think s  . . . . . . . . .Rom 12:3
we should live s  . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 2:12

SODA
and like vinegar on s  . . . . . . .Prov 25:20

SODOM
Lot chooses to live there, Gen

13:10–13
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Plundered by Chedorlaomer, Gen
14:8–24

Abraham intercedes for, Gen 18:16–33
Destroyed by God, Gen 19:1–29
Cited as example of sin and destruction,

Deut 29:23; 32:32; Is 1:9, 10; 3:9;
Jer 23:14; 49:18; Lam 4:6; Ezek
16:46–63; Matt 11:23, 24; 2 Pet 2:6;
Jude 7

SODOMITES
nor homosexuals, nor s  . . . . . .1 Cor 6:9
for fornicators, for s  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:10

SOFTER
his words were s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 55:21

SOJOURNER
But no s had to lodge  . . . . . . . .Job 31:32

SOJOURNERS
are strangers and s . . . . . . . . . .Lev 25:23
I beg you as s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:11

SOLD
s his birthright  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 25:33
the house that was s  . . . . . . . .Lev 25:33
their Rock had s  . . . . . . . . . .Deut 32:30
and He s them into the . . . . . . .Judg 2:14
s themselves to do  . . . . . . . .2 Kin 17:17
Had we been s as male  . . . . . . . .Esth 7:4
who was s as a slave  . . . . . . . .Ps 105:17
s all that he had  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 13:46
they bought, they s  . . . . . . . .Luke 17:28
s their possessions  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 2:45
but I am carnal, s  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 7:14
Eat whatever is s  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:25

SOLDIER
hardship as a good s . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:3
enlisted him as a s  . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:4

SOLDIERS
sum of money to the s  . . . . . .Matt 28:12
The s also mocked  . . . . . . . . .Luke 23:36
s twisted a crown . . . . . . . . . . .John 19:2

SOLEMNLY
saying, “The man s  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 43:3
s testified of the  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 28:23

SOLITARILY
heritage, who dwell s  . . . . . . . .Mic 7:14

SOLITARY
God sets the s in  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:6

SOLOMON
David’s son by Bathsheba, 2 Sam 12:24
Becomes king, 1 Kin 1:5–53
Receives and carries out David’s

instructions, 1 Kin 2
Prays for and demonstrates wisdom,

1 Kin 3:3–28; 4:29–34
Builds and dedicates temple; builds

palace, 1 Kin 5—8
Lord appears to, 1 Kin 9:1–9
His fame and glory, 1 Kin 9:10—10:29
Falls into idolatry; warned by God,

1 Kin 11:1–13
Adversaries arise, 1 Kin 11:14–40
Death of, 1 Kin 11:41–43
Writings credited to him, Ps 72; 127;

Prov 1:1; 10:1; 25:1; Eccl 1:1; Song
1:1

SOMEBODY
up, claiming to be s  . . . . . . . . .Acts 5:36

SOMETHING
“Simon, I have s  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 7:40

thinks himself to be s . . . . . . . . . .Gal 6:3

SON
Me, ‘You are My S . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 2:7
I was my father’s s  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 4:3
s makes a glad father  . . . . . . . .Prov 10:1
s is a grief to his . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 17:25
And what, s of my womb  . . . . .Prov 31:2
is born, unto us a S . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 9:6
heaven, O Lucifer, s  . . . . . . . . . .Is 14:12
fourth is like the S  . . . . . . . . . .Dan 3:25
He is an unwise s  . . . . . . . . . .Hos 13:13
prophet, nor was I a s . . . . . . .Amos 7:14
s honors his father  . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 1:6
will bring forth a S  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 1:21
“This is My beloved S  . . . . . . .Matt 3:17
Jesus, You S of God  . . . . . . . . .Matt 8:29
not the carpenter’s s  . . . . . . .Matt 13:55
You are the S of God  . . . . . . .Matt 14:33
are the Christ, the S . . . . . . . .Matt 16:16
of all he sent his s  . . . . . . . . .Matt 21:37
Whose S is He  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 22:42
‘Lord,’ how is He his S . . . . . .Matt 22:45
as much a s of hell  . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:15
of the S of Man  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:37
‘I am the S of God  . . . . . . . . .Matt 27:43
“Truly this was the S  . . . . . . .Matt 27:54
of Jesus Christ, the S  . . . . . . . . .Mark 1:1
called the S of the  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:32
out, the only s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 7:12
And if a s of peace  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 10:6
to be called your s  . . . . . . . . .Luke 15:19
because he also is a s  . . . . . . . .Luke 19:9
The only begotten S  . . . . . . . . .John 1:18
that this is the S . . . . . . . . . . . .John 1:34
of the only begotten S  . . . . . . .John 3:18
S can do nothing  . . . . . . . . . . .John 5:19
s abides forever  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 8:35
you believe in the S  . . . . . . . . .John 9:35
I said, ‘I am the S  . . . . . . . . . .John 10:36
“Woman, behold your s  . . . . .John 19:26
Jesus Christ is the S  . . . . . . . . .Acts 8:37
declared to be the S  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:4
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according to the S  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:5
the flesh but in the S  . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:9
does not have the S  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:9
s that we are children  . . . . . . .Rom 8:16
what the mind of the S . . . . . . .Rom 8:27
to us through His S . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 2:10
also have the S  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:40
gifts, but the same S  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:4
in a tongue, my s  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:14
but the S gives life  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 3:6
Now the Lord is the S . . . . . . .2 Cor 3:17
we have the same s  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 4:13
Having begun in the S  . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:3
has sent forth the S  . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 4:6
he who sows to the S . . . . . . . . . .Gal 6:8
with the Holy S . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 1:13
may give to you the s  . . . . . . . .Eph 1:17
the unity of the S  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:3
is one body and one S  . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:4
stand fast in one s  . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:27
yet I am with you in s  . . . . . . . . .Col 2:5
and may your whole s  . . . . .1 Thess 5:23
S expressly says that  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 4:1
division of soul and s  . . . . . . . .Heb 4:12
through the eternal S  . . . . . . . .Heb 9:14
S who dwells in us  . . . . . . . . . .James 4:5
made alive by the S  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:18
S whom He has given  . . . . . .1 John 3:24
do not believe every s  . . . . . . .1 John 4:1
By this you know the S  . . . . . .1 John 4:2
By this we know the s . . . . . . .1 John 4:6

has given us of His S  . . . . . . .1 John 4:13
S who bears witness  . . . . . . . .1 John 5:6
not having the S  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 19
I was in the S on the  . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:10
him hear what the S  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:7
And the S and the  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 22:17

SPIRITS
God, the God of the s  . . . . . .Num 16:22
who makes His angels s  . . . . . . .Ps 104:4
the LORD weighs the s  . . . . . . .Prov 16:2
power over unclean s . . . . . . . .Matt 10:1
heed to deceiving s  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 4:1
not all ministering s  . . . . . . . . .Heb 1:14
to the Father of s  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:9
and preached to the s  . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:19
spirit, but test the s . . . . . . . . .1 John 4:1

SPIRITUAL
s judges all things  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 2:15
s people but as to  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:1
to be a prophet or s  . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:37
However, the s is not  . . . . . .1 Cor 15:46
s restore such a one  . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 6:1

SPIRITUALLY
s minded is life  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:6
because they are s  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 2:14

SPITEFULLY
for those who s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:44

SPITTING
face from shame and s  . . . . . . . . .Is 50:6

SPLENDOR
on the glorious s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 145:5
of Zion all her s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 1:6

SPOIL
hate us have taken s  . . . . . . . . .Ps 44:10
when they divide the s  . . . . . . . . . .Is 9:3
He shall divide the s  . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:12
Take s of silver  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nah 2:9
s will be divided  . . . . . . . . . . .Zech 14:1

SPOILER
I have created the s  . . . . . . . . . .Is 54:16

SPOKE
s they did not hear  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 66:4
who feared the LORD s  . . . . . . . .Mal 3:16
“No man ever s  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 7:46
We know that God s  . . . . . . . .John 9:29
I was a child, I s  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:11
in various ways s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 1:1
s as they were moved  . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:21

SPOKEN
‘just as you have s  . . . . . . . . .Num 14:28
God has s once  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 62:11
I have not s in secret  . . . . . . . . .Is 45:19
‘What have we s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 3:13
why am I evil s . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:30

SPOKESMAN
So he shall be your s  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 4:16

SPONGE
them ran and took a s  . . . . . .Matt 27:48

SPOT
and there is no s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Song 4:7
church, not having s  . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:27
commandment without s  . . . .1 Tim 6:14
Himself without s  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:14

SPOTS
They are s and  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:13
These are s in your  . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 12
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SPREAD
fell on my knees and s  . . . . . . . .Ezra 9:5
they have s a net by . . . . . . . . . .Ps 140:5
Then He s it before me  . . . . . .Ezek 2:10
Then the word of God s  . . . . . . .Acts 6:7
the Lord was being s  . . . . . . .Acts 13:49
their message will s  . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:17

SPREADS
He alone s out the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 9:8
s them out like a tent  . . . . . . . . .Is 40:22
Zion s out her hands . . . . . . . . .Lam 1:17

SPRING
Truth shall s out of  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 85:11
is like a murky s . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 25:26
sister, my spouse, a s  . . . . . . . .Song 4:12
s forth I tell you  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 42:9
of Israel to s forth  . . . . . . . . .Ezek 29:21
s shall become dry  . . . . . . . . .Hos 13:15
s send forth fresh  . . . . . . . . . .James 3:11

SPRINGING
a fountain of water s  . . . . . . . .John 4:14
of bitterness s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:15

SPRINGS
“Have you entered the s . . . . . .Job 38:16
He sends the s into  . . . . . . . . .Ps 104:10
and the thirsty land s  . . . . . . . . . .Is 35:7
and the dry land s  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 41:18

SPRINKLE
He s many nations  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 52:15
Then I will s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 36:25

SPRINKLED
s dust on his head  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 2:12
and hyssop, and s  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:19
having our hearts s  . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:22

SPRINKLING
s that speaks . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:24
for obedience and s  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:2

SPROUT
down, that it will s  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 14:7
and the seed should s  . . . . . . .Mark 4:27

SQUARES
voice in the open s . . . . . . . . . .Prov 1:20
s I will seek the one . . . . . . . . . .Song 3:2

STABILITY
will be the s of your  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 33:6

STAFF
this Jordan with my s  . . . . . . .Gen 32:10
your feet, and your s  . . . . . . . . .Ex 12:11
Your rod and Your s . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 23:4
LORD has broken the s  . . . . . . . . .Is 14:5
‘How the strong s  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 48:17
they have been a s  . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 29:6
on the top of his s . . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:21

STAGGER
and He makes them s  . . . . . . . .Job 12:25
they will drink and s  . . . . . . . . .Jer 25:16

STAGGERS
as a drunken man s  . . . . . . . . . .Is 19:14

STAKES
s will ever be removed  . . . . . . . .Is 33:20

STALLS
be no herd in the s  . . . . . . . . . .Hab 3:17

STAMMERERS
s will be ready  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 32:4

STAMMERING
For with s lips and  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 28:11
s tongue that you  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 33:19

STAMPING
At the noise of the s  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 47:3

STAND
one shall be able to s  . . . . . . . .Deut 7:24
“Who is able to s  . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 6:20
but it does not s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 8:15
lives, and He shall s  . . . . . . . . .Job 19:25
ungodly shall not s . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 1:5
Why do You s afar off . . . . . . . . . .Ps 10:1
Or who may s in His  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 24:3
Who will s up for me . . . . . . . . .Ps 94:16
and let an accuser s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 109:6
he will not s before  . . . . . . . .Prov 22:29
Do not take your s  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 8:3
“It shall not s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 7:7
“S in the ways and  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 6:16
not lack a man to s  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 35:19
whose words will s  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 44:28
and it shall s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 2:44
but she shall not s . . . . . . . . . .Dan 11:17
Who can s before His  . . . . . . . . .Nah 1:6
And who can s when He  . . . . . . .Mal 3:2
that kingdom cannot s . . . . . . .Mark 3:24
he will be made to s . . . . . . . . .Rom 14:4
Watch, s fast in the  . . . . . . .1 Cor 16:13
for by faith you s  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 1:24
having done all, to s  . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:13
S therefore  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:14
s fast in the Lord . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:1
now we live, if you s  . . . . . . .1 Thess 3:8
of God in which you s  . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:12
Behold, I s at the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:20

STANDARD
LORD will lift up a s . . . . . . . . . . .Is 59:19
Set up the s toward . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 4:6

STANDING
the LORD, and Satan s . . . . . . . . .Zech 3:1
they love to pray s  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:5
and the Son of Man s  . . . . . . . .Acts 7:56
Then I saw an angel s  . . . . . . .Rev 19:17

STANDS
The LORD s up to plead  . . . . . . . . .Is 3:13
him who thinks he s . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:12

STAR
S shall come out of  . . . . . . . .Num 24:17
For we have seen His s  . . . . . . .Matt 2:2
for one s differs from  . . . . . .1 Cor 15:41
give him the morning s  . . . . . . .Rev 2:28
And a great s fell  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 8:10
Bright and Morning S  . . . . . . .Rev 22:16

STARS
He made the s also  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 1:16
s are not pure in His  . . . . . . . . .Job 25:5
when the morning s . . . . . . . . . .Job 38:7
the moon and the s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 8:3
praise Him, all you s  . . . . . . . . .Ps 148:3
born as many as the s  . . . . . . .Heb 11:12
wandering s for whom  . . . . . . . .Jude 13
a garland of twelve s  . . . . . . . . .Rev 12:1

STARVED
His strength is s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 18:12

STATE
man at his best s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 39:5
us in our lowly s  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 136:23
and the last s of that  . . . . . . .Matt 12:45
learned in whatever s  . . . . . . . .Phil 4:11

STATURE
add one cubit to his s . . . . . . . .Matt 6:27
in wisdom and s  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:52

the measure of the s  . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:13

STATUTE
shall be a perpetual s  . . . . . . . . .Lev 3:17

STATUTES
the s of the LORD are  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 19:8
Teach me Your s  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:12
s have been my songs  . . . . . . .Ps 119:54
not walked in My s  . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 5:6

STAY
her feet would not s  . . . . . . . . .Prov 7:11
S here and watch with  . . . . . .Matt 26:38
for today I must s . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 19:5
the time of your s  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:17

STEADFAST
yes, you could be s  . . . . . . . . . .Job 11:15
O God, my heart is s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 57:7
their heart was not s  . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:37
his heart is s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 112:7
God, and s forever  . . . . . . . . . .Dan 6:26
brethren, be s  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:58
faith, grounded and s  . . . . . . . . .Col 1:23
angels proved s . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:2
of our confidence s  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 3:14
soul, both sure and s . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:19
Resist him, s in the  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:9

STEADFASTLY
s set His face to go . . . . . . . . . .Luke 9:51
And they continued s  . . . . . . . .Acts 2:42
continuing s in . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 12:12

STEADFASTNESS
good order and the s  . . . . . . . . . .Col 2:5
from your own s  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:17

STEADILY
could not look s  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 3:13

STEADY
and his hands were s  . . . . . . . .Ex 17:12

STEAL
“You shall not s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 20:15
Will you s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 7:9
s My words every one . . . . . . . .Jer 23:30
thieves break in and s  . . . . . . .Matt 6:19
night and s Him away  . . . . . .Matt 27:64
murder, ‘Do not s  . . . . . . . . .Mark 10:19
not come except to s  . . . . . . .John 10:10
a man should not s . . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:21
Let him who stole s . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:28

STEEP
s places shall fall  . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 38:20
waters poured down a s  . . . . . . .Mic 1:4
violently down the s  . . . . . . . .Matt 8:32

STEM
forth a Rod from the s . . . . . . . . . .Is 11:1

STENCH
there will be a s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 3:24
this time there is a s  . . . . . . .John 11:39

STEP
there is but a s  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 20:3
s has turned from the  . . . . . . . . .Job 31:7

STEPHEN
One of the first seven deacons, Acts

6:1–8
Falsely accused by Jews; gives defense,

Acts 6:9—7:53
Becomes first Christian martyr, Acts

7:54–60

STEPS
has held fast to His s  . . . . . . . .Job 23:11
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and count all my s  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 31:4
and He sees all his s  . . . . . . . . .Job 34:21
Uphold my s in Your  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 17:5
The s of a good man  . . . . . . . . .Ps 37:23
of his s shall slide  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 37:31
and established my s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 40:2
hide, they mark my s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 56:6
s had nearly slipped . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:2
Direct my s by Your . . . . . . . .Ps 119:133
s will not be hindered  . . . . . . .Prov 4:12
the LORD directs his s  . . . . . . . .Prov 16:9
A man’s s are of the  . . . . . . . .Prov 20:24
to direct his own s  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 10:23
should follow His s  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:21

STEWARD
faithful and wise s  . . . . . . . . .Luke 12:42
you can no longer be s . . . . . . .Luke 16:2
commended the unjust s  . . . . .Luke 16:8
be blameless, as a s  . . . . . . . . . .Titus 1:7

STEWARDS
of Christ and s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 4:1
one another, as good s . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:10

STEWARDSHIP
entrusted with a s  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 9:17

STICK
and his bones s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 33:21
‘For Joseph, the s . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 37:16

STICKS
a man gathering s  . . . . . . . . .Num 15:32
And the s on which  . . . . . . . .Ezek 37:20

STIFF
rebellion and your s . . . . . . . .Deut 31:27
do not speak with a s . . . . . . . . . .Ps 75:5

STIFF-NECKED
Now do not be s . . . . . . . . . . .2 Chr 30:8
“You s and uncircumcised  . . . .Acts 7:51

STILL
on your bed, and be s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 4:4
s the noise of the . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 65:7
earth feared and was s  . . . . . . . . .Ps 76:8
that its waves are s  . . . . . . . . .Ps 107:29
When I awake, I am s  . . . . . . .Ps 139:18
time, I have been s . . . . . . . . . . .Is 42:14
rest and be s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 47:6
sea, “Peace, be s  . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 4:39
let him be holy s  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 22:11

STILLBORN
hidden like a s child  . . . . . . . . . .Job 3:16
as it goes, like a s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 58:8
burial, I say that a s . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 6:3

STINGS
like a serpent, and s  . . . . . . . .Prov 23:32

STIR
that he would dare s  . . . . . . . .Job 41:10
S up Yourself  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 35:23
I remind you to s  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 1:6
another in order to s  . . . . . . . .Heb 10:24

STIRRED
fulfilled, the LORD s  . . . . . . .2 Chr 36:22
and my sorrow was s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 39:2
So the LORD s up the  . . . . . . . . .Hag 1:14

STIRS
and the innocent s  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 17:8
it s up the dead for  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 14:9
on Your name, who s  . . . . . . . . . .Is 64:7

STOCKS
put my feet in the s  . . . . . . . . .Job 13:27
s that were in the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 20:2

STOIC
and S philosophers  . . . . . . . . .Acts 17:18

STOMACH
mouth goes into the s  . . . . . .Matt 15:17
his heart but his s  . . . . . . . . . .Mark 7:19
Foods for the s  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:13

STOMACH’S
little wine for your s  . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:23

STONE
him, a pillar of s  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 35:14
to the bottom like a s  . . . . . . . . .Ex 15:5
s shall be a witness . . . . . . . . .Josh 24:27
heart is as hard as s  . . . . . . . . .Job 41:24
s which the builders  . . . . . . . .Ps 118:22
s is heavy and sand is  . . . . . . . .Prov 27:3
I lay in Zion a s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 28:16
foundation, a tried s  . . . . . . . . . .Is 28:16
take the heart of s  . . . . . . . . .Ezek 36:26
You watched while a s  . . . . . . .Dan 2:34
s will cry out from  . . . . . . . . . .Hab 2:11
to silent s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hab 2:19
will give him a s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:9
s will be broken . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 21:44
secure, sealing the s . . . . . . . .Matt 27:66
s which the builders  . . . . . . .Luke 20:17
you, let him throw a s  . . . . . . . .John 8:7
those works do you s  . . . . . . .John 10:32
Jews sought to s You  . . . . . . . .John 11:8
not on tablets of s . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 3:3
Him as to a living s  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:4
give him a white s . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:17
angel took up a s  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 18:21
like a jasper s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:11

STONED
s Stephen as he was  . . . . . . . . .Acts 7:59
once I was s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:25
They were s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:37

STONES
I will lay your s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 54:11
Among the smooth s  . . . . . . . . . .Is 57:6
Abraham from these s  . . . . . . . .Matt 3:9
command that these s  . . . . . . . .Matt 4:3
see what manner of s  . . . . . . .Mark 13:1
also, as living s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:5
kinds of precious s . . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:19

STONY
them, and take the s  . . . . . . .Ezek 11:19
Some fell on s ground  . . . . . . . .Mark 4:5

STOOPED
And again He s down  . . . . . . . . .John 8:8

STOPPED
speak lies shall be s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 63:11
her flow of blood s . . . . . . . . . .Luke 8:44

STORE
no room to s my crops  . . . . . .Luke 12:17
exist are kept in s  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:7

STORK
s has her home in the  . . . . . . .Ps 104:17
“Even the s in the . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 8:7

STORM
from the windy s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 55:8
He calms the s . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 107:29
terror comes like a s . . . . . . . . .Prov 1:27
for a shelter from s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 4:6
a refuge from the s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 25:4
and a destroying s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 28:2
coming like a s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 38:9
whirlwind and in the s  . . . . . . . .Nah 1:3

STOUTHEARTED
s were plundered  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 76:5

STRAIGHT
make Your way s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 5:8
for who can make s . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:13
make s in the desert a  . . . . . . . . .Is 40:3
Their legs were s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 1:7
LORD; make His paths s  . . . . . . .Luke 3:4
to the street called S  . . . . . . . . .Acts 9:11
and make s paths for . . . . . . . .Heb 12:13

STRAIGHTFORWARD
that they were not s . . . . . . . . . .Gal 2:14

STRAIN
Blind guides, who s  . . . . . . . .Matt 23:24

STRAITS
and desperate s  . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 28:53

STRANGE
were considered a s  . . . . . . . . .Hos 8:12
“We have seen s  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 5:26
are bringing some s  . . . . . . . .Acts 17:20
these, they think it s  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:4
s thing happened  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:12

STRANGER
but he acted as a s  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 42:7
“I have been a s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 2:22
neither mistreat a s  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 22:21
and loves the s  . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 10:18
I have become a s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 69:8
s will suffer for it  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 11:15
s does not share its  . . . . . . . .Prov 14:10
should You be like a s  . . . . . . . . .Jer 14:8
I was a s and you took  . . . . . .Matt 25:35
“Are You the only s  . . . . . . . .Luke 24:18

STRANGERS
descendants will be s  . . . . . . .Gen 15:13
s plunder his labor . . . . . . . . . .Ps 109:11
watches over the s . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 146:9
s devour your land  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:7
S shall stand and feed  . . . . . . . . . .Is 61:5
know the voice of s  . . . . . . . . .John 10:5
of Israel and s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:12
you are no longer s  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:19
if she has lodged s  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:10
that they were s  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:13
forget to entertain s  . . . . . . . . .Heb 13:2
the brethren and for s  . . . . . . . .3 John 5

STRANGLING
that my soul chooses s  . . . . . . . .Job 7:15

STRAP
than I, whose sandal s . . . . . . . .Mark 1:7

STRAW
They are like s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 21:18
stones, wood, hay, s  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:12

STRAY
the cursed, who s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:21
who make my people s  . . . . . . . .Mic 3:5

STRAYED
yet I have not s  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:110
for which some have s  . . . . . .1 Tim 6:10
who have s concerning  . . . . .2 Tim 2:18
STREAM
like an overflowing s  . . . . . . . . .Is 30:28
of the LORD, like a s  . . . . . . . . . .Is 30:33
like a flowing s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 66:12

STREAMS
He dams up the s  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 28:11
He also brought s . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:16
O LORD, as the s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 126:4
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STREET
to be heard in the s  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 42:2
s called Straight  . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 9:11
And the s of the city  . . . . . . . .Rev 21:21
In the middle of its s  . . . . . . . . .Rev 22:2

STREETS
the corners of the s  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:5
You taught in our s  . . . . . . . .Luke 13:26
out quickly into the s . . . . . . .Luke 14:21

STRENGTH
for by s of hand the  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 13:3
just as my s was then  . . . . . . .Josh 14:11
my soul, march on in s  . . . . . . .Judg 5:21
a man is, so is his s . . . . . . . . . .Judg 8:21
s no man shall  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 2:9
the God of my s  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Sam 22:3
have armed me with s  . . . . .2 Sam 22:40
the LORD glory and s . . . . . . .1 Chr 16:28
Is my s the s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 6:12
Him are wisdom and s  . . . . . . .Job 12:13
him because his s . . . . . . . . . . .Job 39:11
You have ordained s  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 8:2
love You, O LORD, my s  . . . . . . . .Ps 18:1
The LORD is the s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 27:1
The LORD is their s . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 28:8
The LORD will give s  . . . . . . . . .Ps 29:11
delivered by great s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 33:16
He is their s in the . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 37:39
are the God of my s  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 43:2
is our refuge and s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 46:1
is He who gives s . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:35
I will go in the s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 71:16
but God is the s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:26
They go from s to  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 84:7
the glory of their s  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 89:17
s and beauty are in  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 96:6
made me bold with s  . . . . . . . . .Ps 138:3
of the LORD is s  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 10:29
knowledge increases s  . . . . . . .Prov 24:5
S and honor are her  . . . . . . . .Prov 31:25
is better than s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 9:16
for s and not for  . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 10:17
For You have been a s  . . . . . . . . .Is 25:4
him take hold of My s . . . . . . . . . .Is 27:5
of His might and the s  . . . . . . . .Is 40:26
might He increases s  . . . . . . . . .Is 40:29
works it with the s  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 44:12
righteousness and s  . . . . . . . . . .Is 45:24
Put on your s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 52:1
O LORD, my s and my  . . . . . . . .Jer 16:19
I will destroy the s  . . . . . . . . . .Hag 2:22
He has shown s with  . . . . . . . .Luke 1:51
were still without s  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:6
s is made perfect  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 12:9
you have a little s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:8

STRENGTHEN
and He shall s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 27:14
S the weak hands  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 35:3
“So I will s them in  . . . . . . . .Zech 10:12
s your brethren  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 22:32
s the hands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:12
s the things  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:2

STRENGTHENED
weak you have not s  . . . . . . . .Ezek 34:4
unbelief, but was s  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 4:20
of His glory, to be s  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 3:16
stood with me and s . . . . . . . .2 Tim 4:17

STRENGTHENING
s the souls of the  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 14:22

STRENGTHENS
s the wise more than  . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:19
through Christ who s  . . . . . . . .Phil 4:13

STRETCH
will quickly s out her  . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:31
said to the man, “S  . . . . . . . .Matt 12:13
are old, you will s  . . . . . . . . .John 21:18

STRETCHED
I have s out my hands  . . . . . . . . .Ps 88:9
His wisdom, and has s  . . . . . . .Jer 10:12
“All day long I have s  . . . . . . .Rom 10:21

STRETCHES
For he s out his hand  . . . . . . . .Job 15:25

STRICKEN
My heart is s and . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 102:4
yet we esteemed Him s  . . . . . . . .Is 53:4
of My people He was s  . . . . . . . . .Is 53:8
You have s them . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 5:3
He has s, but He will . . . . . . . . . .Hos 6:1

STRIFE
let there be no s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 13:8
You have made us a s  . . . . . . . . .Ps 80:6
at the waters of s  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 106:32
Hatred stirs up s . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 10:12
comes nothing but s . . . . . . . .Prov 13:10
man stirs up s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 15:18
transgression loves s  . . . . . . .Prov 17:19
borne me, a man of s  . . . . . . . .Jer 15:10
and lust, not in s  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 13:13
even from envy and s  . . . . . . . .Phil 1:15
which come envy, s  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:4

STRIKE
said, “S this people  . . . . . . . . .2 Kin 6:18
The sun shall not s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 121:6
Let the righteous s . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 141:5
S a scoffer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 19:25
s your hands  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 21:14
s the waves of the sea  . . . . . .Zech 10:11
“S the Shepherd  . . . . . . . . . . .Zech 13:7
s the earth with a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 4:6
‘I will s the Shepherd . . . . . . .Matt 26:31
if well, why do you s  . . . . . . .John 18:23
the sun shall not s  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 7:16
s the earth with all  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 11:6

STRINGED
of your s instruments  . . . . . . . . .Is 14:11
of your s instruments  . . . . . . .Amos 5:23

STRIP
S yourselves  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 32:11
s her naked and expose  . . . . . . . .Hos 2:3

STRIPES
their iniquity with s . . . . . . . . . .Ps 89:32
s we are healed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:5
be beaten with many s . . . . . .Luke 12:47
I received forty s  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:24
s you were healed  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:24

STRIVE
“My Spirit shall not s  . . . . . . . . .Gen 6:3
He will not always s . . . . . . . . . .Ps 103:9
Do not s with a man . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:30
Let the potsherd s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 45:9
“S to enter through  . . . . . . . .Luke 13:24
the Lord not to s  . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:14

STRIVING
for a man to stop s  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 20:3

STROKE
with a mighty s . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 14:17

STRONG
Be s and conduct  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 4:9
indeed He is s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 9:19
The LORD s and mighty  . . . . . . . .Ps 24:8
bring me to the s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 60:9
s is Your hand  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 89:13
A wise man is s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 24:5
s shall be as tinder  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:31
“We have a s city  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 26:1
the weak say, ‘I am s  . . . . . . . . .Joel 3:10
When a s man  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 11:21
We then who are s . . . . . . . . . .Rom 15:1
I am weak, then I am s  . . . . .2 Cor 12:10
are weak and you are s  . . . . . .2 Cor 13:9
my brethren, be s  . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:10
weakness were made s  . . . . . .Heb 11:34
s is the Lord God . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 18:8

STRONGHOLD
of my salvation, my s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 18:2
down the trusted s  . . . . . . . . .Prov 21:22

STRUCK
s the rock twice . . . . . . . . . . .Num 20:11
the hand of God has s . . . . . . . .Job 19:21
s all my enemies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 3:7
Behold, He s the rock  . . . . . . . .Ps 78:20
I was angry and s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 57:17
in My wrath I s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 60:10
s the head from the . . . . . . . . . .Hab 3:13
I s you with blight . . . . . . . . . . .Hag 2:17
took the reed and s  . . . . . . . .Matt 27:30
Him, they s Him on the  . . . . .Luke 22:64

STUBBLE
shall bring forth s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 33:11
his sword, as driven s  . . . . . . . . . .Is 41:2
they shall be as s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 47:14
s that passes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 13:24
do wickedly will be s . . . . . . . . . .Mal 4:1

STUBBORN
If a man has a s  . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 21:18
and s children  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 2:4

STUBBORN-HEARTED
“Listen to Me, you s  . . . . . . . . . .Is 46:12

STUBBORNNESS
do not look on the s . . . . . . . . .Deut 9:27

STUDIED
having never s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 7:15

STUMBLE
causes them to s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:165
to make my steps s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 140:4
your foot will not s . . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:23
know what makes them s . . . . .Prov 4:19
one will be weary or s  . . . . . . . . .Is 5:27
among them shall s  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 8:15
we s at noonday as at  . . . . . . . . .Is 59:10
that they might not s  . . . . . . . . .Is 63:13
before your feet s  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 13:16
they will s and fall  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 46:6
have caused many to s . . . . . . . . .Mal 2:8
you will be made to s  . . . . . . .Matt 26:31
if all are made to s  . . . . . . . . .Matt 26:33
immediately they s  . . . . . . . . .Mark 4:17
who believe in Me to s  . . . . . .Mark 9:42
the day, he does not s  . . . . . . .John 11:9
Who is made to s  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:29
whole law, and yet s  . . . . . . .James 2:10
For we all s in many . . . . . . . . .James 3:2

STUMBLED
and those who s  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 2:4
God, for you have s  . . . . . . . . . .Hos 14:1
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s that they should  . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:11

STUMBLES
word, immediately he s  . . . . .Matt 13:21

STUMBLING
the deaf, nor put a s . . . . . . . . .Lev 19:14
but a stone of s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 8:14
Behold, I will lay s  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 6:21
watched for my s  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 20:10
it became their s  . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 7:19
stumbled at that s  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 9:32
I lay in Zion a s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 9:33
this, not to put a s  . . . . . . . . .Rom 14:13
to the Jews a s  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:23
of yours become a s  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 8:9
and “A stone of s  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:8
is no cause for s  . . . . . . . . . .1 John 2:10
to keep you from s  . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 24

STUPID
and regarded as s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 18:3
who hates correction is s  . . . . .Prov 12:1
Surely I am more s  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 30:2

SUBDUE
s the peoples under us . . . . . . . . .Ps 47:3
shall s three kings . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 7:24
s our iniquities  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 7:19
s all things to  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 3:21

SUBJECT
for it is not s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:7
Let every soul be s  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 13:1
all things are made s . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:28
Himself will also be s  . . . . . .1 Cor 15:28
Remind them to be s  . . . . . . . . .Titus 3:1
all their lifetime s  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:15
having been made s  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:22

SUBJECTED
because of Him who s  . . . . . . .Rom 8:20

SUBJECTION
put all things in s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:8
more readily be in s  . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:9

SUBMISSION
in silence with all s  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:11
his children in s . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:4

SUBMISSIVE
Wives, likewise, be s . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:1
Yes, all of you be s  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:5

SUBMIT
Your enemies shall s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 66:3
Wives, s to your own  . . . . . . . .Eph 5:22
Therefore s to God  . . . . . . . . . .James 4:7
s yourselves to every  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:13
you younger people, s  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:5

SUBSIDED
and the waters s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 8:1
the king’s wrath s . . . . . . . . . . .Esth 7:10

SUBSTANCE
Bless his s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 33:11
the LORD, and their s  . . . . . . . . .Mic 4:13

SUCCEED
For this will not s  . . . . . . . . .Num 14:41
you shall not s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 32:5

SUCCESS
please give me s  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 24:12
You spoil my s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 30:22
but wisdom brings s  . . . . . . . .Eccl 10:10

SUCCESSFUL
Joseph, and he was a s  . . . . . . .Gen 39:2

SUCCOTH
Place east of the Jordan, Judg 8:4, 5
Jacob’s residence here, Gen 33:17

—Israel’s first camp, Ex 12:37

SUDDENLY
whom you seek, will s . . . . . . . . .Mal 3:1
s there was with the  . . . . . . . .Luke 2:13

SUE
s you and take away . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:40

SUFFER
for a stranger will s  . . . . . . . .Prov 11:15
for the Christ to s  . . . . . . . . .Luke 24:46
Christ, if indeed we s  . . . . . . . .Rom 8:17
all the members s . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:26
that they may not s  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 6:12
in Him, but also to s  . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:29
s trouble as an  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:9
when you do good and s  . . . . .1 Pet 2:20
the will of God, to s  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:17
s as a murderer  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:15
you are about to s  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:10

SUFFERED
s these things and to  . . . . . . .Luke 24:26
Have you s so many  . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:4
for whom I have s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 3:8
with His own blood, s  . . . . . . .Heb 13:12
because Christ also s  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:21
For Christ also s  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:18
since Christ s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:1
after you have s . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:10

SUFFERING
My eyes bring s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 3:51
Is anyone among you s  . . . . . .James 5:13
forth as an example, s  . . . . . . . . . .Jude 7

SUFFERINGS
I consider that the s  . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:18
share with me in the s  . . . . . . .2 Tim 1:8
perfect through s  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:10
great struggle with s  . . . . . . . .Heb 10:32
beforehand the s  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:11

SUFFERS
Love s long and is . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:4

SUFFICIENCY
but our s is from God  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 3:5
always having all s  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 9:8

SUFFICIENT
S for the day is its  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:34
by the majority is s  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 2:6
Not that we are s  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 3:5

SUITABLE
by the hand of a s  . . . . . . . . . .Lev 16:21

SUM
How great is the s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 139:17
s I obtained this  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 22:28

SUMMED
commandment, are all s  . . . . . .Rom 13:9

SUMMER
and heat, winter and s  . . . . . . .Gen 8:22
into the drought of s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 32:4
You have made s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 74:17
you know that s  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 24:32

SUMPTUOUSLY
fine linen and fared s  . . . . . . .Luke 16:19

SUN
So the s stood still . . . . . . . . . .Josh 10:13
love Him be like the s  . . . . . . .Judg 5:31
grows green in the s . . . . . . . . . .Job 8:16

a tabernacle for the s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 19:4
the LORD God is a s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 84:11
s shall not strike you  . . . . . . . . .Ps 121:6
the s to rule by day  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 136:8
to behold the s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 11:7
while the s and the . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 12:2
moon, clear as the s . . . . . . . . .Song 6:10
s will be sevenfold  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 30:26
s returned ten degrees  . . . . . . . . .Is 38:8
s shall no longer be  . . . . . . . . . .Is 60:19
s has gone down while  . . . . . . . .Jer 15:9
LORD, who gives the s  . . . . . . . .Jer 31:35
the s and moon grow . . . . . . . . .Joel 2:10
s shall be turned  . . . . . . . . . . . .Joel 2:31
s shall go down on the  . . . . . . . .Mic 3:6
The s and moon stood . . . . . . . .Hab 3:11
for He makes His s . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:45
the s was darkened  . . . . . . . .Luke 23:45
is one glory of the s  . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:41
do not let the s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:26
s became black as  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 6:12
s shall not strike  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 7:16
had no need of the s  . . . . . . . .Rev 21:23

SUPPER
man gave a great s  . . . . . . . . .Luke 14:16
to eat the Lord’s S  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 11:20
took the cup after s  . . . . . . .1 Cor 11:25
together for the s . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 19:17

SUPPLICATION
s that you have made  . . . . . . . .1 Kin 9:3
and make your s . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 8:5
LORD has heard my s  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 6:9
to the LORD I made s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 30:8
Yourself from my s  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 55:1
Let my s come before  . . . . . .Ps 119:170
They will make s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 45:14
with all prayer and s  . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:18
by prayer and s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:6

SUPPLIES
Now may He who s  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 9:10
Therefore He who s  . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:5
by what every joint s . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:16

SUPPLY
s what was lacking  . . . . . . . . . .Phil 2:30
And my God shall s  . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:19

SUPPORT
but the LORD was my s  . . . . .2 Sam 22:19
this, that you must s  . . . . . . . .Acts 20:35

SUPREME
to the king as s  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:13

SURE
s your sin will find . . . . . . . . .Num 32:23
but no man is s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 24:22
call and election s  . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:10

SURETY
Be s for Your servant  . . . . . . .Ps 119:122
one who hates being s  . . . . . .Prov 11:15
Jesus has become a s . . . . . . . . .Heb 7:22

SURROUND
But you shall s  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Kin 11:8
LORD, mercy shall s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 32:10

SURROUNDED
the waves of death s  . . . . . . .2 Sam 22:5
The pangs of death s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 18:4
The pains of death s  . . . . . . . . .Ps 116:3
All nations s me  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 118:10
their own deeds have s  . . . . . . . .Hos 7:2
and the floods s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jon 2:3
also, since we are s  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:1
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SURVIVOR
was no refugee or s  . . . . . . . . .Lam 2:22

SUSANNA
Believing woman ministering to Christ,

Luke 8:2, 3

SUSPICIONS
reviling, evil s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:4

SUSTAIN
You will s him on his . . . . . . . . . .Ps 41:3
of a man will s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 18:14
S me with cakes of . . . . . . . . . . .Song 2:5

SWADDLING
thick darkness its s . . . . . . . . . . .Job 38:9
Him in s cloths  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:7

SWALLOW
like a flying s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 26:2
Like a crane or a s  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 38:14
s observe the time  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 8:7
great fish to s Jonah  . . . . . . . . . .Jon 1:17
a gnat and s a camel . . . . . . . .Matt 23:24

SWEAR
shall I make you s  . . . . . . . . .1 Kin 22:16
in the earth shall s  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 65:16
s oaths by the LORD  . . . . . . . . . .Zeph 1:5
‘You shall not s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:33
began to curse and s  . . . . . . .Matt 26:74
because He could s  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:13
my brethren, do not s . . . . . . .James 5:12

SWEARING
By s and lying  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 4:2

SWEARS
he who s to his own  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 15:4
everyone who s by Him  . . . . . . .Ps 63:11
but whoever s by the  . . . . . . .Matt 23:18

SWEAT
In the s of your face  . . . . . . . . .Gen 3:19
Then His s became like  . . . . .Luke 22:44

SWEET
Though evil is s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 20:12
s are Your words  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:103
His mouth is most s  . . . . . . . . .Song 5:16
but it will be as s . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 10:9

SWEETNESS
‘Should I cease my s  . . . . . . . . .Judg 9:11
called prudent, and s  . . . . . . .Prov 16:21
mouth like honey in s  . . . . . . . .Ezek 3:3

SWELLING
they speak great s  . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:18

SWIFT
s as the eagle flies  . . . . . . . . .Deut 28:49
pass by like s ships  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 9:26
handles the bow, the s  . . . . . .Amos 2:15
let every man be s  . . . . . . . . .James 1:19

SWIFTLY
His word runs very s  . . . . . . . .Ps 147:15

SWIM
night I make my bed s  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 6:6

SWOON
as they s like the  . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 2:12

SWORD
s which turned every  . . . . . . . .Gen 3:24
but not with your s  . . . . . . . . .Josh 24:12
the wicked with Your s  . . . . . . .Ps 17:13
land by their own s  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 44:3
my bow, nor shall my s  . . . . . . . .Ps 44:6
their tongue a sharp s  . . . . . . . . .Ps 57:4
shall not lift up s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 2:4

s shall be bathed  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 34:5
The s of the LORD is  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 34:6
And I will send a s  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 9:16
will die by the s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 7:15
‘A s, a s is sharpened  . . . . . . . .Ezek 21:9
‘A s, a s is drawn  . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 21:28
Bow and s of battle I  . . . . . . . . .Hos 2:18
“Awake, O s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Zech 13:7
to bring peace but a s . . . . . . .Matt 10:34
for all who take the s  . . . . . . .Matt 26:52
s will pierce through  . . . . . . . .Luke 2:35
he does not bear the s  . . . . . . .Rom 13:4
the s of the Spirit  . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:17
than any two-edged s  . . . . . . . .Heb 4:12
a sharp two-edged s . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:16
mouth goes a sharp s  . . . . . . . .Rev 19:15

SWORDS
yet they were drawn s  . . . . . . . .Ps 55:21
shall beat their s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 2:4
look, here are two s . . . . . . . .Luke 22:38

SWORE
So I s in My wrath  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 95:11
So I s in My wrath  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 3:11
and s by Him who lives  . . . . . . .Rev 10:6

SWORN
“By Myself I have s . . . . . . . . .Gen 22:16
The LORD has s in  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 132:11
I have s by Myself  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 45:23
“The LORD has s  . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 7:21

SYMBOLIC
which things are s  . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 4:24
It was s for the  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:9

SYMBOLS
I have given s through . . . . . . .Hos 12:10

SYMPATHIZE
Priest who cannot s  . . . . . . . . .Heb 4:15

SYMPATHY
My s is stirred . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 11:8

SYNAGOGUE
He went into the s . . . . . . . . . .Luke 4:16
but are a s of Satan  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:9

SYRIANS
Abraham’s kindred, Gen 22:20–23;

25:20
Hostile to Israel, 2 Sam 8:11–13;

10:6–19; 1 Kin 20:1–34; 22:1–38;
2 Kin 6:8—7:7

Defeated by Assyria, 2 Kin 16:9
Destruction of, foretold, Is 17:1–3
Gospel preached to, Acts 15:23, 41

SYRO-PHOENICIAN
Daughter of, freed of demon, Mark

7:25–31

T

TABERAH
Israelite camp; fire destroys many there,

Num 11:1–3

TABERNACLE
you shall make the t  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 26:1
t He shall hide me  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 27:5
I will abide in Your t  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 61:4
In Salem also is His t  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 76.2
How lovely is Your t  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 84:1
quiet home, a t . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 33:20
You also took up the t . . . . . . . .Acts 7:43
and will rebuild the t  . . . . . . .Acts 15:16
and more perfect t  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:11

Behold, the t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:3

TABERNACLES
us make here three t  . . . . . . . .Matt 17:4
Feast of T was at hand  . . . . . . . .John 7:2

TABITHA
See DORCAS

TABLE
shall also make a t . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 25:23
prepare a t before me  . . . . . . . . .Ps 23:5
t become a snare  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 69:22
dogs under the t  . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 7:28
t become a snare  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 11:9
of the Lord’s t  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:21

TABLES
t are full of vomit  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 28:8
and overturned the t  . . . . . . .Matt 21:12
of God and serve t  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 6:2

TABLET
write them on the t  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:3
is engraved on the t  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 17:1

TABOR
Scene of rally against Sisera, Judg 4:6,

12, 14

TAHPANHES (or Tehaphnehes)
City of Egypt; refuge of fleeing Jews, Jer

2:16; 44:1; Ezek 30:18

TAIL
the head and not the t  . . . . . .Deut 28:13
t drew a third of the  . . . . . . . . .Rev 12:4

TAKE
T your sandal off your  . . . . . . . .Josh 5:15
t Your Holy Spirit . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 51:11
t not the word of  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:43
in You I t shelter  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 143:9
t words with you . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 14:2
T My yoke upon . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 11:29
T what is yours and  . . . . . . . .Matt 20:14
and t up his cross  . . . . . . . . . .Mark 8:34
T this cup away . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 14:36
My life that I may t  . . . . . . . .John 10:17
I urge you to t heart  . . . . . . . .Acts 27:22

TAKEN
you are t by the words  . . . . . . . .Prov 6:2
He was t from prison  . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:8
one will be t and the  . . . . . . .Matt 24:40
what he has will be t . . . . . . . .Mark 4:25
He was t up  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 1:9
until He is t out of  . . . . . . . . .2 Thess 2:7
By faith Enoch was t away . . . . .Heb 11:5

TALEBEARER
not go about as a t  . . . . . . . . . .Lev 19:16
t reveals secrets  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 11:13

TALENT
went and hid your t  . . . . . . . .Matt 25:25

TALK
shall t of them when  . . . . . . . . .Deut 6:7
t be vindicated  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 11:2
with unprofitable t  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 15:3
My tongue also shall t  . . . . . . . .Ps 71:24
entangle Him in His t . . . . . . .Matt 22:15
I will no longer t  . . . . . . . . . .John 14:30
turned aside to idle t  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:6

TALKED
within us while He t  . . . . . . .Luke 24:32

TALKERS
both idle t and . . . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 1:10
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TALL
to a nation t and . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 18:2

TAMAR
Wife of Er and mother of Perez and

Zerah, Gen 38:6–30
—Absalom’s sister, 2 Sam 13:1–32

TAMBOURINE
They sing to the t  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 21:12
The mirth of the t . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 24:8

TARES
the t also appeared . . . . . . . . .Matt 13:26

TARGET
You set me as Your t  . . . . . . . . .Job 7:20
and set me up as a t  . . . . . . . . .Lam 3:12

TARRY
who turns aside to t  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 14:8
come and will not t . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:37

TARSHISH
City at a great distance from Palestine,

Jon 1:3
Ships of, noted in commerce, Ps 48:7

TARSUS
Paul’s birthplace, Acts 21:39
Saul sent to, Acts 9:30
Visited by Barnabas, Acts 11:25

TARTAN
Sent to fight against Jerusalem, 2 Kin

18:17

TASK
this burdensome t . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 1:13

TASTE
and its t was like the  . . . . . . . .Num 11:8
Oh, t and see that the  . . . . . . . . .Ps 34:8
are Your words to my t  . . . . .Ps 119:103
was sweet to my t  . . . . . . . . . . .Song 2:3
Do not touch, do not t  . . . . . . . .Col 2:21
might t death for . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:9

TASTED
But when He had t . . . . . . . . .Matt 27:34
t the heavenly gift . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:4
t the good word  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:5
t that the Lord is  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:3

TATTENAI
Persian governor opposing the Jews,

Ezra 5:3, 6

TAUGHT
O God, You have t  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 71:17
as His counselor has t  . . . . . . . . .Is 40:13
presence, and You t  . . . . . . . .Luke 13:26
they shall all be t  . . . . . . . . . . .John 6:45
but as My Father t  . . . . . . . . . .John 8:28
from man, nor was I t  . . . . . . . .Gal 1:12

TAUNT
and a byword, a t  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 24:9

TAX
t collectors do the  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:46
received the temple t  . . . . . . .Matt 17:24
I say to you that t  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 21:31
Show Me the t . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 22:19

TAXES
take customs or t  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 17:25
Is it lawful to pay t  . . . . . . . . .Matt 22:17
forbidding to pay t  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 23:2
t to whom t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 13:7

TEACH
t them diligently  . . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 6:7
t Jacob Your judgments  . . . . .Deut 33:10

t you the good and the  . . . . .1 Sam 12:23
“Can anyone t  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 21:22
“I will t you about  . . . . . . . . . .Job 27:11
t me what I do not see  . . . . . . .Job 34:32
t me Your paths . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 25:4
T me Your way  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 27:11
t you the fear of the  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 34:11
t You awesome things  . . . . . . . . .Ps 45:4
t transgressors Your  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 51:13
So t us to number our  . . . . . . . .Ps 90:12
He will t us His ways  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 2:3
“Whom will he t  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 28:9
a bribe, her priests t  . . . . . . . . .Mic 3:11
t the way of God in  . . . . . . . .Matt 22:16
in My name, He will t  . . . . . .John 14:26
even nature itself t  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 11:14
permit a woman to t  . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:12
things command and t  . . . . . .1 Tim 4:11
T and exhort these . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:2
t you again the first . . . . . . . . . .Heb 5:12

TEACHER
for One is your T  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:8
asked Him, “Good T  . . . . . . .Mark 10:17
know that You are a t  . . . . . . . . .John 3:2
You call Me T  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 13:13
named Gamaliel, a t  . . . . . . . . .Acts 5:34
a t of babes, having  . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:20
a t of the Gentiles in  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:7

TEACHERS
than all my t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:99
t will not be moved  . . . . . . . . . .Is 30:20
prophets, third t  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:28
and some pastors and t  . . . . . . .Eph 4:11
desiring to be t  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:7
time you ought to be t . . . . . . . .Heb 5:12
of you become t  . . . . . . . . . . . .James 3:1
there will be false t  . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:1

TEACHES
therefore He t sinners  . . . . . . . . .Ps 25:8
the Holy Spirit t  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 2:13
If anyone t otherwise  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:3
the same anointing t  . . . . . . .1 John 2:27

TEACHING
t them to observe all  . . . . . . .Matt 28:20
they did not cease t  . . . . . . . . .Acts 5:42
he who teaches, in t . . . . . . . . .Rom 12:7
t every man in all . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:28
t things which they  . . . . . . . . .Titus 1:11
t us that  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 2:12

TEAR
t yourself in anger  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 18:4
lest they t me like a  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 7:2
I, even I, will t  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 5:14
feet, and turn and t  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:6
will wipe away every t . . . . . . . .Rev 21:4

TEARS
I have seen your t  . . . . . . . . . .2 Kin 20:5
my couch with my t . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 6:6
t have been my food  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 42:3
with the bread of t . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 80:5
drench you with my t  . . . . . . . . . .Is 16:9
GOD will wipe away t  . . . . . . . . . .Is 25:8
eyes may run with t  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 9:18
My eyes fail with t  . . . . . . . . . .Lam 2:11
His feet with her t  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 7:38
night and day with t  . . . . . . . .Acts 20:31
mindful of your t  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 1:4
vehement cries and t  . . . . . . . . .Heb 5:7
it diligently with t  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:17

TEETH
t whiter than milk  . . . . . . . . .Gen 49:12
by the skin of my t  . . . . . . . . . .Job 19:20
You have broken the t  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 3:7
As vinegar to the t  . . . . . . . . .Prov 10:26
you cleanness of t  . . . . . . . . . . .Amos 4:6

TEKOA
Home of a wise woman, 2 Sam 14:2, 

4, 9
Home of Amos, Amos 1:1

TELL
that you may t it to  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 48:13
the message that I t  . . . . . . . . . . .Jon 3:2
Who can t if God  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jon 3:9
t him his fault  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 18:15
whatever they t  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 23:3
He comes, He will t  . . . . . . . . .John 4:25

TEMAN
Tribe in northeast Edom, Gen 36:34
Judgment pronounced against, Amos

1:12
God appears from, Hab 3:3

TEMPERATE
for the prize is t in all  . . . . . . .1 Cor 9:25
husband of one wife, t  . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:2

TEMPEST
the windy storm and t  . . . . . . . . .Ps 55:8
one, tossed with t . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 54:11
And suddenly a great t  . . . . . . .Matt 8:24

TEMPLE
So Solomon built the t  . . . . . .1 Kin 6:14
LORD is in His holy t . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 11:4
to inquire in His t  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 27:4
suddenly come to His t  . . . . . . . .Mal 3:1
One greater than the t  . . . . . . .Matt 12:6
murdered between the t  . . . .Matt 23:35
found Him in the t . . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:46
“Destroy this t  . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 2:19
was speaking of the t  . . . . . . . .John 2:21
one accord in the t  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 2:46
that you are the t  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:16
your body is the t  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:19
grows into a holy t  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:21
sits as God in the t  . . . . . . . .2 Thess 2:4
Then the t of God was  . . . . . . .Rev 11:19
But I saw no t in it  . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:22
and the Lamb are its t  . . . . . . .Rev 21:22
TEMPLES
t made with hands  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 7:48

TEMPORARY
which are seen are t  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 4:18

TEMPT
Why do you t the LORD  . . . . . . . .Ex 17:2
they even t God  . . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 3:15
t the LORD your God . . . . . . . . . .Matt 4:7
that Satan does not t . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:5
nor let us t Christ  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:9
nor does He Himself t  . . . . . .James 1:13

TEMPTATION
do not lead us into t  . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:13
lest you enter into t  . . . . . . . .Matt 26:41
in time of t fall away  . . . . . . . .Luke 8:13
t has overtaken you  . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:13
to be rich fall into t  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:9
the man who endures t  . . . . .James 1:12

TEMPTED
forty days, t by Satan  . . . . . . . .Mark 1:13
not allow you to be t . . . . . . .1 Cor 10:13
lest you also be t  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 6:1
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has suffered, being t  . . . . . . . . .Heb 2:18
in all points t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 4:15
But each one is t  . . . . . . . . . .James 1:14

TEMPTER
Now when the t came  . . . . . . . .Matt 4:3

TENDER
your heart was t  . . . . . . . . . .2 Kin 22:19
t shoots will not  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 14:7
no more be called t . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 47:1
through the t mercy of . . . . . . .Luke 1:78
put on t mercies  . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 3:12

TENDERHEARTED
to one another, t  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:32
love as brothers, be t . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:8

TENDS
t a flock and does not  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 9:7

TENT
shall know that your t  . . . . . . . .Job 5:24
like a shepherd’s t  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 38:12
the place of your t  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 54:2
My t is plundered  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 10:20
earthly house, this t  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:1
long as I am in this t  . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:13
I must put off my t  . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:14

TENTMAKERS
occupation they were t  . . . . . . .Acts 18:3

TENTS
those who dwell in t  . . . . . . . . .Gen 4:20
“How lovely are your t  . . . . . .Num 24:5
The t of robbers  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 12:6
than dwell in the t . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 84:10
I dwell among the t  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 120:5
LORD will save the t  . . . . . . . . .Zech 12:7

TERAH
Father of Abram, Gen 11:26
Idolater, Josh 24:2
Dies in Haran, Gen 11:25–32

TERRESTRIAL
bodies and t bodies . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:40

TERRIBLE
t wilderness  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 1:19
haughtiness of the t  . . . . . . . . . .Is 13:11
is great and very t  . . . . . . . . . . .Joel 2:11

TERRIFIED
to you, ‘Do not be t  . . . . . . . . .Deut 1:29
But they were t  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 24:37
and not in any way t  . . . . . . . . .Phil 1:28

TERRIFIES
and the Almighty t  . . . . . . . . . .Job 23:16

TERRIFY
me with dreams and t  . . . . . . . .Job 7:14
not let dread of Him t . . . . . . . . .Job 9:34
are coming to t them  . . . . . . . .Zech 1:21

TERRIFYING
t was the sight  . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 12:21

TERROR
there shall be t  . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 32:25
are nothing, you see t . . . . . . . . .Job 6:21
from God is a t  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 31:23
not be afraid of the t  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 91:5
I will make you a t  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 20:4
but a great t fell  . . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 10:7

TERRORS
the t of God are  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 6:4
T frighten him on . . . . . . . . . . .Job 18:11
before the king of t . . . . . . . . . .Job 18:14
T overtake him like a  . . . . . . . .Job 27:20

consumed with t  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:19

TERTULLUS
Orator who accuses Paul, Acts 24:1–8

TEST
God has come to t you  . . . . . . .Ex 20:20
t him with hard  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Kin 10:1
behold, His eyelids t  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 11:4
t them as gold is  . . . . . . . . . . .Zech 13:9
said, “Why do you t  . . . . . . . .Matt 22:18
t the Spirit of the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 5:9
why do you t God by  . . . . . . .Acts 15:10
and the fire will t  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:13
T yourselves . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 13:5
T all things  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 5:21
but t the spirits  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 John 4:1
TESTAMENT
where there is a t  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:16
For a t is in force  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:17

TESTATOR
be the death of the t  . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:16

TESTED
that God t Abraham  . . . . . . . . .Gen 22:1
You have t my heart  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 17:3
And they t God in  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:18
t you at the waters of  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 81:7
When your fathers t . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 95:9
t them ten days . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 1:14
also first be t  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:10
Where your fathers t . . . . . . . . . .Heb 3:9
though it is t by fire  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:7
t those who say they  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:2
TESTIFIED
Yet the LORD t against  . . . . . .2 Kin 17:13
he who has seen has t  . . . . . .John 19:35
for as you have t  . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 23:11
t beforehand the  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:11
of God which He has t  . . . . . .1 John 5:9

TESTIFIES
and heard, that He t  . . . . . . . . .John 3:32
that the Holy Spirit t . . . . . . . .Acts 20:23

TESTIFY
yes, your own lips t  . . . . . . . . . .Job 15:6
You, and our sins t  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 59:12
T against Me . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 6:3
t what We have  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 3:11
these are they which t  . . . . . . .John 5:39
t that the Father  . . . . . . . . . .1 John 4:14
sent My angel to t  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 22:16
TESTIFYING
was righteous, God t  . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:4
t that this is  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:12

TESTIMONIES
those who keep His t  . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:2
for I have kept Your t . . . . . . . .Ps 119:22
t are my meditation  . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:99
I love Your t  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:119
t are wonderful  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:129

TESTIMONY
two tablets of the T  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 31:18
For He established a t  . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:5
that I may keep the t  . . . . . . . .Ps 119:88
Bind up the t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 8:16
under your feet as a t  . . . . . . .Mark 6:11
Now this is the t  . . . . . . . . . . .John 1:19
no one receives His t  . . . . . . . .John 3:32
who has received His t  . . . . . . .John 3:33
in your law that the t  . . . . . . . .John 8:17
and we know that his t . . . . . .John 21:24
declaring to you the t  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 2:1

obtained a good t  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:2
he had this t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:5
not believed the t  . . . . . . . . .1 John 5:10
And this is the t  . . . . . . . . . .1 John 5:11
For the t of Jesus is  . . . . . . . . .Rev 19:10

TESTING
came to Him, t Him  . . . . . . . . .Matt 19:3
knowing that the t  . . . . . . . . . .James 1:3

TESTS
the righteous God t  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 7:9
gold, but the LORD t  . . . . . . . . .Prov 17:3
men, but God who t  . . . . . . .1 Thess 2:4

THADDAEUS
One of the Twelve, Mark 3:18

THANK
“I t You and praise  . . . . . . . . . .Dan 2:23
“I t You, Father  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 11:25
t that servant because  . . . . . . .Luke 17:9
t You that I am not  . . . . . . . .Luke 18:11
First, I t my God . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:8
t Christ Jesus our  . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:12

THANKFUL
Be t to Him  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 100:4
Him as God, nor were t  . . . . . .Rom 1:21

THANKFULNESS
Felix, with all t . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 24:3

THANKS
the cup, and gave t  . . . . . . . .Matt 26:27
t He distributed them . . . . . . . .John 6:11
for he gives God t . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 14:6
T be to God for His . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 9:15
giving t always for  . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:20
t can we render . . . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 3:9

THANKSGIVING
with the voice of t  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 26:7
Offer to God t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 50:14
His presence with t  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 95:2
into His gates with t  . . . . . . . . .Ps 100:4
the sacrifices of t  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 107:22
supplication, with t  . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:6
vigilant in it with t . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 4:2
to be received with t  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 4:3

THEATER
and rushed into the t  . . . . . . .Acts 19:29

THEOPHILUS
Luke addresses his writings to, Luke

1:3; Acts 1:1

THESSALONICA
Paul preaches in, Acts 17:1–13
Paul writes letters to churches of,

1 Thess 1:1

THIEF
When you saw a t  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 50:18
do not despise a t  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 6:30
t hates his own life . . . . . . . . .Prov 29:24
t is ashamed when he  . . . . . . . . .Jer 2:26
the windows like a t  . . . . . . . . . .Joel 2:9
t shall be expelled  . . . . . . . . . . .Zech 5:3
known what hour the t  . . . . .Matt 24:43
t approaches nor moth . . . . . .Luke 12:33
way, the same is a t  . . . . . . . . .John 10:1
because he was a t  . . . . . . . . . .John 12:6
Lord will come as a t  . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:10
upon you as a t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:3

THIEVES
And companions of t  . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:23
destroy and where t  . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:19
before Me and t  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 10:8

TEMPTER 1957 THIEVES



THIGH
them hip and t with a . . . . . . . .Judg 15:8
good piece, the t  . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 24:4

THINGS
in heaven give good t . . . . . . . .Matt 7:11
evil, speak good t  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 12:34
kept all these t . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:51
Lazarus evil t  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 16:25
the Scriptures the t  . . . . . . . .Luke 24:27
share in all good t  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 6:6

THINK
nor does his heart t  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 10:7
t that they will be  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:7
t you have eternal  . . . . . . . . . .John 5:39
not to t of himself  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 12:3
of ourselves to t  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 3:5
all that we ask or t  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 3:20

THINKS
yet the LORD t upon me  . . . . . . .Ps 40:17
for as he t in his . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 23:7
t that he knows  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 8:2
t he stands take heed  . . . . . .1 Cor 10:12
For if anyone t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 6:3
t he is religious  . . . . . . . . . . .James 1:26

THIRST
tongues fail for t  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 41:17
those who hunger and t  . . . . . . .Matt 5:6
in Me shall never t . . . . . . . . . .John 6:35
said, “I t!”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 19:28
we both hunger and t  . . . . . . .1 Cor 4:11
anymore nor t anymore  . . . . . . .Rev 7:16

THIRSTS
My soul t for God  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 42:2
saying, “If anyone t  . . . . . . . . .John 7:37
if he t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 12:20
freely to him who t  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:6
And let him who t  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 22:17

THIRSTY
and if he is t . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 25:21
as when a t man dreams . . . . . . . .Is 29:8
the drink of the t  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 32:6
t land springs of  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 35:7
on him who is t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 44:3
but you shall be t  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 65:13
I was t and you gave  . . . . . . .Matt 25:35
we see You hungry or t  . . . . .Matt 25:44
THISTLES
t grow instead of  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 31:40
or figs from t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:16

THOMAS
Apostle of Christ, Matt 10:3
Ready to die with Christ, John 11:16
Doubts Christ’s resurrection, John

20:24–29

THORN
t that goes into the . . . . . . . . . .Prov 26:9
t shall come up the . . . . . . . . . . .Is 55:13
a t in the flesh was  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 12:7

THORNBUSHES
gather grapes from t . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:16

THORNS
Both t and thistles it  . . . . . . . . .Gen 3:18
T and snares are . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 22:5
all overgrown with t . . . . . . . .Prov 24:31
the crackling of t . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:6
Like a lily among t  . . . . . . . . . . .Song 2:2
and do not sow among t  . . . . . . . .Jer 4:3
wheat but reaped t  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 12:13
And some fell among t  . . . . . . .Matt 13:7

wearing the crown of t  . . . . . . .John 19:5
THOUGHT
t is that their houses  . . . . . . . . .Ps 49:11
You t that I was  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 50:21
Both the inward t  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 64:6
I t about my ways  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:59
You understand my t  . . . . . . . . .Ps 139:2
“Surely, as I have t  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 14:24
to man what his t  . . . . . . . . . .Amos 4:13
perceiving the t  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 9:47
And he t within . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 12:17
I t as a child  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:11
THOUGHTS
the intent of the t . . . . . . . . . .1 Chr 28:9
is in none of his t  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 10:4
t toward us  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 40:5
t are very deep  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 92:5
The LORD knows the t  . . . . . . . .Ps 94:11
t will be established  . . . . . . . . .Prov 16:3
unrighteous man his t . . . . . . . . . .Is 55:7
For My t are not your  . . . . . . . . . .Is 55:8
long shall your evil t  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 4:14
they do not know the t  . . . . . . .Mic 4:12
Jesus, knowing their t  . . . . . . . .Matt 9:4
heart proceed evil t  . . . . . . . .Matt 15:19
futile in their t  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:21
The LORD knows the t . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:20

THREAT
shall flee at the t . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 30:17

THREATEN
suffered, He did not t  . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:23

THREATENING
to them, giving up t  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:9

THREATS
Lord, look on their t  . . . . . . . . .Acts 4:29
still breathing t . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 9:1

THREE
you will deny Me t . . . . . . . . .Matt 26:34
hope, love, these t  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:13
and these t are one  . . . . . . . . .1 John 5:7

THRESH
he does not t it . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 28:28
t the mountains  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 41:15
it is time to t her  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 51:33
“Arise and t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 4:13

THRESHING
t shall last till the . . . . . . . . . . . .Lev 26:5
like the dust at t  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Kin 13:7
Oh, my t and the grain  . . . . . . . .Is 21:10

THROAT
t is an open tomb  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 5:9
put a knife to your t  . . . . . . . . .Prov 23:2
unshod, and your t  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 2:25
t is an open tomb  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:13

THRONE
LORD sitting on His t  . . . . . . .1 Kin 22:19
He has prepared His t  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 9:7
temple, the LORD’s t . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 11:4
Your t, O God, is  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 45:6
has established His t  . . . . . . . .Ps 103:19
he upholds his t  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 20:28
Lord sitting on a t . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 6:1
“Heaven is My t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 66:1
shall be called The T  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 3:17
do not disgrace the t  . . . . . . . . .Jer 14:21
A glorious high t  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 17:12
t was a fiery flame . . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 7:9
sit and rule on His t  . . . . . . . . .Zech 6:13
for it is God’s t . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:34

will give Him the t . . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:32
“Your t, O God, is . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 1:8
come boldly to the t  . . . . . . . . .Heb 4:16
where Satan’s t  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:13
My Father on His t  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:21
I saw a great white t  . . . . . . . .Rev 20:11
THRONES
t are set there  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 122:5
also sit on twelve t . . . . . . . . .Matt 19:28
mighty from their t  . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:52
invisible, whether t  . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:16
t I saw twenty-four  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 4:4

THRONG
house of God in the t  . . . . . . . . .Ps 55:14

THROW
of your land and t  . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 5:11
t Yourself down  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 4:6
children’s bread and t  . . . . . .Matt 15:26

THROWN
their slain shall be t  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 34:3
neck, and he were t  . . . . . . . .Mark 9:42

THRUST
and rose up and t . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 4:29

THUNDER
But the t of His power  . . . . . . .Job 26:14
The voice of Your t  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 77:18
the secret place of t  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 81:7
t they hastened away  . . . . . . . . .Ps 104:7
that is, “Sons of T”  . . . . . . . . .Mark 3:17
the voice of loud t  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 14:2

THUNDERED
“The LORD t from . . . . . . . . .2 Sam 22:14
The LORD t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 18:13

THUNDERINGS
people witnessed the t  . . . . . . .Ex 20:18
the sound of mighty t  . . . . . . . .Rev 19:6

THUNDERS
t marvelously with His  . . . . . . . .Job 37:5
The God of glory t  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 29:3

THYATIRA
Residence of Lydia, Acts 16:14
Site of one of the seven churches, Rev

2:18–24

TIBERIAS
Sea of Galilee called, John 6:1, 23

TIDINGS
be afraid of evil t  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 112:7
I bring you good t  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:10
who bring glad t . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 10:15

TIGLATH-PILESER
Powerful Assyrian king who invades

Samaria, 2 Kin 15:29

TILL
no man to t the ground . . . . . . . .Gen 2:5

TILLER
but Cain was a t  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 4:2

TILLS
t his land will be  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 12:11
t his land will have . . . . . . . . .Prov 28:19

TIME
pray to You in a t  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 32:6
ashamed in the evil t  . . . . . . . . .Ps 37:19
how short my t is  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 89:47
A t to be born . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 3:2
but t and chance . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 9:11
your t was the t  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 16:8
you did not know the t  . . . . .Luke 19:44

THIGH 1958 TIME



t has not yet come  . . . . . . . . . . .John 7:6
I have a convenient t  . . . . . . .Acts 24:25
for the t is near  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:3

TIMES
understanding of the t  . . . . .1 Chr 12:32
t are not hidden  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 24:1
t are in Your hand  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 31:15
the signs of the t  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 16:3
Gentiles until the t  . . . . . . . .Luke 21:24
not for you to know t  . . . . . . . . .Acts 1:7
their preappointed t  . . . . . . . .Acts 17:26
last days perilous t  . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 3:1
God, who at various t  . . . . . . . . .Heb 1:1

TIMON
One of the first seven deacons, Acts

6:1–5

TIMOTHY
Paul’s companion, Acts 16:1–3; 18:5;

20:4, 5; 2 Cor 1:19; Phil 1:1; 2 Tim
4:9, 21

Ministers independently, Acts 17:14,
15; 19:22; 1 Cor 4:17; Phil 2:19, 23;
1 Thess 3:1–6; 1 Tim 1:1–3; 4:14

TIRZAH
Seat of Jeroboam’s rule, 1 Kin 14:17
Capital of Israel until Omri’s reign,

1 Kin 16:6–23

TITHE
And he gave him a t  . . . . . . . .Gen 14:20
LORD, a tenth of the t  . . . . . . .Num 18:26
“You shall truly t  . . . . . . . . . .Deut 14:22
shall bring out the t  . . . . . . . .Deut 14:28
laying aside all the t . . . . . . . .Deut 26:12
in abundantly the t . . . . . . . . .2 Chr 31:5
Judah brought the t . . . . . . . . .Neh 13:12
For you pay t of mint  . . . . . . .Matt 23:23

TITHES
to redeem any of his t  . . . . . . .Lev 27:31
t which you receive . . . . . . . .Num 18:28
and to bring the t  . . . . . . . . . .Neh 10:37
firstfruits, and the t . . . . . . . . .Neh 12:44
the articles, the t  . . . . . . . . . . .Neh 13:5
Bring all the t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 3:10
I give t of all that I  . . . . . . . . .Luke 18:12
to receive t from the  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 7:5
mortal men receive t . . . . . . . . . .Heb 7:8
Levi, who receives t  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 7:9

TITHING
the year of t . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 26:12

TITLE
Now Pilate wrote a t  . . . . . . .John 19:19

TITTLE
away, one jot or one t  . . . . . . .Matt 5:18

TITUS
Ministers in Crete, Titus 1:4, 5
Paul’s representative in Corinth, 2 Cor

7:6, 7, 13, 14; 8:6–23

TOBIAH
Ammonite servant; ridicules the Jews,

Neh 2:10

TODAY
t I have begotten You . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 2:7
of the field, which t  . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:30
the grass, which t  . . . . . . . . .Luke 12:28
t you will be with Me  . . . . . .Luke 23:43
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him out of all his t  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 7:10

TROUBLING
spirit from God is t  . . . . . . .1 Sam 16:15
wicked cease from t  . . . . . . . . . .Job 3:17

TRUE
and Your words are t  . . . . . . .2 Sam 7:28
But the LORD is the t  . . . . . . . . .Jer 10:10
“Let the LORD be a t  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 42:5
we know that You are t  . . . . .Matt 22:16
He who sent Me is t . . . . . . . . .John 7:28
about this Man were t  . . . . . .John 10:41
Indeed, let God be t  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:4
whatever things are t  . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:8
may know Him who is t  . . . .1 John 5:20
is holy, He who is t  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:7
“These are the t  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 19:9
for these words are t  . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:5

TRUMPET
Blow the t at the time  . . . . . . . . .Ps 81:3
“Blow the t in the . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 4:5
deed, do not sound a t  . . . . . . . .Matt 6:2
t makes an uncertain  . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:8
For the t will sound  . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:52
loud voice, as of a t  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 1:10

TRUST
t is a spider’s web  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 8:14
If God puts no t  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 15:15
T in the LORD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 37:3
You are my t from my  . . . . . . . . .Ps 71:5
T in the LORD with all . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:5
my salvation, I will t  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 12:2
Let him t in the name . . . . . . . . .Is 50:10
Do not t in these . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 7:4
Do not t in a friend  . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 7:5
those who t in riches  . . . . . .Mark 10:24
committed to your t  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:20

TRUSTED
“He t in the LORD  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 22:8
He t in God  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 27:43
that we who first t  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 1:12
the holy women who t  . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:5

TRUSTS
But he who t in the  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 32:10
He who t in his own  . . . . . . .Prov 28:26

TRUTH
led me in the way of t . . . . . . .Gen 24:48
justice, a God of t  . . . . . . . . . .Deut 32:4

and speaks the t  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 15:2
t continually preserve  . . . . . . . .Ps 40:11
Behold, You desire t  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 51:6
T shall spring out of  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 85:11
t shall be your shield  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 91:4
t utterly out of my  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:43
and Your law is t  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:142
of Your word is t  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:160
t is fallen in the  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 59:14
not valiant for the t  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 9:3
“There is no t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 4:1
called the City of T  . . . . . . . . . .Zech 8:3
speak each man the t  . . . . . . . .Zech 8:16
t was in his mouth  . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 2:6
you shall know the t . . . . . . . . .John 8:32
“I am the way, the t  . . . . . . . . .John 14:6
He, the Spirit of t  . . . . . . . . . .John 16:13
to Him, “What is t  . . . . . . . . .John 18:38
speak the words of t  . . . . . . . .Acts 26:25
who suppress the t . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:18
of sincerity and t  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 5:8
but, speaking the t  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:15
your waist with t . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:14
in the word of the t  . . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:5
the love of the t . . . . . . . . . .2 Thess 2:10
I am speaking the t  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:7
they may know the t  . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:25
the knowledge of the t  . . . . . . .2 Tim 3:7
in the present t  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:12
way of t will be  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:2
that we are of the t  . . . . . . . .1 John 3:19
the Spirit is t . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 John 5:6
t that is in you  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3 John 3

TRY
t my mind and my heart  . . . . . . .Ps 26:2
refine them and t them . . . . . . . . .Jer 9:7
t Me now in this  . . . . . . . . . . . .Mal 3:10
which is to t you  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:12

TUBAL
Son of Japheth, Gen 10:2

—Tribe associated with Javan and
Meshech, Is 66:19

In Gog’s army, Ezek 38:2, 3
Punishment of, Ezek 32:26, 27

TUBAL-CAIN
Son of Lamech, Gen 4:19–22

TUMULT
their waves, and the t  . . . . . . . . .Ps 65:7
Your enemies make a t  . . . . . . . .Ps 83:2

TUNIC
Also he made him a t  . . . . . . . .Gen 37:3
and take away your t  . . . . . . . .Matt 5:40

TUNICS
the LORD God made t  . . . . . . . .Gen 3:21
not to put on two t  . . . . . . . . . .Mark 6:9
weeping, showing the t  . . . . . .Acts 9:39

TURBAN
like a robe and a t  . . . . . . . . . .Job 29:14
“Remove the t  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 21:26

TURN
you shall not t  . . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 17:11
Then we will not t . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 80:18
but let them not t  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 85:8
yet I do not t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:51
T at my rebuke . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 1:23
not let your heart t  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 7:25
‘T now everyone from . . . . . . . .Jer 35:15
“Repent, t away from . . . . . . . .Ezek 14:6
yes, let every one t . . . . . . . . . . . .Jon 3:8
“T now from your evil  . . . . . . . .Zech 1:4
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on your right cheek, t  . . . . . . .Matt 5:39
t the hearts of the  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:17
you that you should t  . . . . . . .Acts 14:15
t them from darkness  . . . . . . .Acts 26:18
Let him t away from  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:11

TURNED
kept His way and not t  . . . . . . .Job 23:11
The wicked shall be t . . . . . . . . . .Ps 9:17
let them be t back and  . . . . . . . . .Ps 70:2
t my feet to Your  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:59
of Israel, they have t  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:4
number believed and t  . . . . . .Acts 11:21
and how you t to God  . . . . . .1 Thess 1:9

TURNING
marvel that you are t  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 1:6
or shadow of t  . . . . . . . . . . . .James 1:17

TURNS
of the wicked He t  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 146:9
A soft answer t . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 15:1
but no one t back  . . . . . . . . . . . .Nah 2:8
that he who t  . . . . . . . . . . . . .James 5:20

TURTLEDOVE
the life of Your t  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 74:19
t is heard in our land  . . . . . . . .Song 2:12

TUTOR
the law was our t  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:24
no longer under a t  . . . . . . . . . .Gal 3:25

TWIST
All day they t my  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 56:5
unstable people t to . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:16

TWO
the ark to Noah, t  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 7:15
t young pigeons  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lev 12:8
T are better than one  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 4:9
t he covered his  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 6:2
t shall become one . . . . . . . . . .Matt 19:5
t young pigeons  . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 2:24
new man from the t  . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:15

TYCHICUS
Paul’s companion, Acts 20:1, 4
Paul’s messenger, Eph 6:21, 22; Col

4:7–9; 2 Tim 4:12

TYPE
of Adam, who is a t  . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:14

U

ULAI
Scene of Daniel’s visions, Dan 8:2–16

UNAFRAID
Do you want to be u . . . . . . . . .Rom 13:3

UNBELIEF
because of their u  . . . . . . . . .Matt 13:58
help my u  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 9:24
and He rebuked their u  . . . . .Mark 16:14
did it ignorantly in u  . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:13
you an evil heart of u  . . . . . . . .Heb 3:12
enter in because of u  . . . . . . . .Heb 3:19

UNBELIEVERS
who believe but to u  . . . . . .1 Cor 14:22
are uninformed or u  . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:23
yoked together with u  . . . . . .2 Cor 6:14

UNBELIEVING
Do not be u  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 20:27
u Jews stirred up the  . . . . . . . .Acts 14:2
For the u husband is . . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:14
u nothing is pure . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 1:15
But the cowardly, u  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 21:8

UNCIRCUMCISED
You stiff-necked and u  . . . . . . .Acts 7:51
not the physically u  . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:27
by faith and the u . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:30
u had been committed  . . . . . . . . .Gal 2:7

UNCLEAN
of animals that are u  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 7:2
who touches any u  . . . . . . . . . .Lev 7:21
I am a man of u lips  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 6:5
u shall no longer come  . . . . . . . . .Is 52:1
He commands even the u  . . . .Mark 1:27
He rebuked the u  . . . . . . . . . .Mark 9:25
any man common or u  . . . . . .Acts 10:28
there is nothing u  . . . . . . . . .Rom 14:14
Do not touch what is u  . . . . . .2 Cor 6:17
that no fornicator, u  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:5

UNCLEANNESS
men’s bones and all u  . . . . . .Matt 23:27
members as slaves of u . . . . . . .Rom 6:19
did not call us to u . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 4:7
flesh in the lust of u  . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:10

UNCLEANNESSES
from all your u . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 36:29

UNCLOTHED
we want to be u  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:4

UNCOVER
skirt, u the thigh  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 47:2

UNCOVERS
u deep things out of  . . . . . . . . .Job 12:22

UNDEFILED
Blessed are the u  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:1
all, and the bed u  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 13:4
incorruptible and u  . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 1:4

UNDERMINE
And you u your friend  . . . . . . . .Job 6:27

UNDERSTAND
u one another’s speech  . . . . . . .Gen 11:7
if there are any who u  . . . . . . . . .Ps 14:2
in Egypt did not u  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 106:7
is to u his way  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 14:8
Evil men do not u  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 28:5
hearing, but do not u  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 6:9
and quick to u  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 1:4
set your heart to u  . . . . . . . . .Dan 10:12
u shall instruct many  . . . . . . .Dan 11:33
of the wicked shall u . . . . . . . .Dan 12:10
people who do not u  . . . . . . . . .Hos 4:14
Let him u these things . . . . . . . .Hos 14:9
Why do you not u  . . . . . . . . . .John 8:43
u what you are reading  . . . . . . .Acts 8:30
lest they should u  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 28:27
u all mysteries  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:2
some things hard to u  . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:16

UNDERSTANDING
asked for yourself u . . . . . . . . .1 Kin 3:11
He has counsel and u  . . . . . . . .Job 12:13
is the place of u  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 28:12
depart from evil is u  . . . . . . . . .Job 28:28
Almighty gives him u  . . . . . . . . .Job 32:8
not endow her with u  . . . . . . .Job 39:17
my heart shall give u  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 49:3
Give me u  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:34
Your precepts I get u  . . . . . . .Ps 119:104
His u is infinite  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 147:5
apply your heart to u  . . . . . . . . .Prov 2:2
lean not on your own u  . . . . . . .Prov 3:5
u He established  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 3:19
and go in the way of u  . . . . . . . .Prov 9:6
of the Holy One is u  . . . . . . . . .Prov 9:10

a man of u has wisdom . . . . . .Prov 10:23
U is a wellspring  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 16:22
u will find good  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 19:8
and instruction and u  . . . . . . .Prov 23:23
but the poor who has u  . . . . .Prov 28:11
Spirit of wisdom and u  . . . . . . . . .Is 11:2
His u is unsearchable  . . . . . . . . .Is 40:28
the heaven by His u  . . . . . . . . .Jer 51:15
also still without u  . . . . . . . . .Matt 15:16
And He opened their u  . . . . .Luke 24:45
also pray with the u  . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:15
five words with my u  . . . . . .1 Cor 14:19
and spiritual u  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:9
the Lord give you u  . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:7
Who is wise and u  . . . . . . . . .James 3:13
and has given us an u  . . . . . .1 John 5:20

UNDERSTANDS
all plain to him who u  . . . . . . . .Prov 8:9
is easy to him who u  . . . . . . . .Prov 14:6
there is none who u  . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:11

UNDERSTOOD
Then I u their end  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:17
My heart has u great  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 1:16
Have you not u from . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:21
u all these things  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 13:51
clearly seen, being u  . . . . . . . .Rom 1:20

UNDESIRABLE
gather together, O u  . . . . . . . . .Zeph 2:1

UNDIGNIFIED
I will be even more u . . . . . . .2 Sam 6:22

UNDISCERNING
u, untrustworthy  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:31

UNDONE
“Woe is me, for I am u  . . . . . . . . . .Is 6:5
leaving the others u  . . . . . . . .Matt 23:23

UNEDUCATED
that they were u . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 4:13

UNFAITHFUL
u will be uprooted  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 2:22
way of the u is hard  . . . . . . . .Prov 13:15

UNFAITHFULLY
back and acted u  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:57

UNFORGIVING
unloving, u  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:31

UNFORMED
substance, being yet u  . . . . . . .Ps 139:16

UNFRUITFUL
and it becomes u . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 4:19
that they may not be u  . . . . . .Titus 3:14

UNGODLINESS
u made me afraid . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 18:4
heaven against all u  . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:18
He will turn away u  . . . . . . . .Rom 11:26

UNGODLY
delivered me to the u  . . . . . . . .Job 16:11
u shall not stand  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 1:5
of the u shall perish  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 1:6
my cause against an u  . . . . . . . . .Ps 43:1
u man digs up evil  . . . . . . . . .Prov 16:27
who justifies the u  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 4:5
Christ died for the u . . . . . . . . . .Rom 5:6
and perdition of u men  . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:7
convict all who are u  . . . . . . . . . .Jude 15

UNHOLY
the holy and u  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 22:26
for sinners, for the u  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:9
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UNINFORMED
the place of the u  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:16

UNINTENTIONALLY
kills his neighbor u  . . . . . . . . .Deut 4:42

UNITE
U my heart to fear  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 86:11

UNITY
to dwell together in u  . . . . . . . .Ps 133:1
to keep the u of the . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:3
we all come to the u  . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:13

UNJUST
hope of the u perishes  . . . . . . .Prov 11:7
u knows no shame  . . . . . . . . . .Zeph 3:5
commended the u  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 16:8
extortioners, u . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 18:11
of the just and the u  . . . . . . . .Acts 24:15
u who inflicts wrath  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:5
For God is not u  . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 6:10
the just for the u  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:18
let him be u still  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 22:11

UNJUSTLY
long will you judge u  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 82:2
he will deal u  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 26:10

UNKNOWN
not stand before u  . . . . . . . . .Prov 22:29
To The U God  . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 17:23
And I was u by face to  . . . . . . . .Gal 1:22

UNLEAVENED
the Feast of U Bread  . . . . . . . . .Ex 12:17
the Feast of U Bread  . . . . . . . .Mark 14:1
since you truly are u . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 5:7

UNLOVING
untrustworthy, u  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:31

UNMERCIFUL
unforgiving, u  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:31

UNPREPARED
with me and find you u  . . . . . .2 Cor 9:4

UNPRESENTABLE
u parts have greater  . . . . . . .1 Cor 12:23

UNPROFITABLE
And cast the u  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 25:30
‘We are u servants . . . . . . . . .Luke 17:10
have together become u  . . . . . .Rom 3:12
who once was u to you  . . . . . .Philem 11
for that would be u  . . . . . . . . .Heb 13:17

UNPROFITABLENESS
of its weakness and u  . . . . . . . .Heb 7:18

UNPUNISHED
wicked will not go u . . . . . . . .Prov 11:21
be rich will not go u . . . . . . . .Prov 28:20

UNQUENCHABLE
up the chaff with u  . . . . . . . . .Matt 3:12
He will burn with u  . . . . . . . . .Luke 3:17

UNRESTRAINED
that the people were u  . . . . . . .Ex 32:25

UNRIGHTEOUS
u man his thoughts . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 55:7
been faithful in the u  . . . . . . .Luke 16:11
u will not inherit the  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:9

UNRIGHTEOUSNESS
and there is no u  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 92:15
builds his house by u  . . . . . . . .Jer 22:13
Him is true, and no u  . . . . . . . .John 7:18
all ungodliness and u  . . . . . . . .Rom 1:18
the truth, but obey u  . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:8
Is there u with God  . . . . . . . . .Rom 9:14

cleanse us from all u  . . . . . . . .1 John 1:9
All u is sin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 John 5:17

UNRULY
those who are u  . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 5:14
It is an u evil  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .James 3:8

UNSEARCHABLE
heart of kings is u  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 25:3
u are His judgments  . . . . . . . .Rom 11:33

UNSKILLED
only of milk is u  . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 5:13

UNSPOTTED
to keep oneself u  . . . . . . . . . .James 1:27

UNSTABLE
U as water  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 49:4

UNSTOPPED
of the deaf shall be u  . . . . . . . . . .Is 35:5

UNTAUGHT
which u and unstable  . . . . . . .2 Pet 3:16

UNTRUSTWORTHY
undiscerning, u  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:31

UNWASHED
eat bread with u hands  . . . . . . .Mark 7:5

UNWISE
He is an u son . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 13:13
Therefore do not be u  . . . . . . . .Eph 5:17

UNWORTHY
and judge yourselves u  . . . . . .Acts 13:46
u manner will be  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 11:27

UPHOLD
u the evildoers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 8:20
U me according to  . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:116
My Servant whom I u  . . . . . . . . . .Is 42:1
there was no one to u . . . . . . . . . .Is 63:5

UPHOLDING
u all things by the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 1:3

UPHOLDS
Your right hand u  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 63:8
LORD u all who fall  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 145:14

UPPER
show you a large u  . . . . . . . .Mark 14:15
went up into the u  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 1:13
many lamps in the u  . . . . . . . . .Acts 20:8

UPRIGHT
righteous and u is He . . . . . . . .Deut 32:4
where were the u  . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 4:7
Good and u is the LORD  . . . . . . . .Ps 25:8
u shall have dominion  . . . . . . . .Ps 49:14
u will be blessed  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 112:2
u there arises light . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 112:4
is strength for the u  . . . . . . . .Prov 10:29
u will guide them . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 11:3
u will deliver them . . . . . . . . . .Prov 11:6
u will flourish  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 14:11
u is His delight . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 15:8
of the u is a highway  . . . . . . .Prov 15:19
that God made man u  . . . . . . . .Eccl 7:29
and there is no one u  . . . . . . . . .Mic 7:2
his soul is not u  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hab 2:4

UPRIGHTNESS
to show man His u  . . . . . . . . . .Job 33:23
me in the land of u  . . . . . . . . .Ps 143:10
princes for their u  . . . . . . . . .Prov 17:26
of the just is u  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 26:7
land of u he will deal  . . . . . . . . .Is 26:10

UPROOT
then I will u . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Chr 7:20

u you from the land  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 52:5
u the wheat with  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 13:29

UR OF THE CHALDEANS
City of Abram’s early life, Gen

11:28–31; 15:7
Located in Mesopotamia by Stephen,

Acts 7:2, 4

URIAH
Hittite; one of David’s warriors, 2 Sam

23:39
Husband of Bathsheba; condemned to

death by David, 2 Sam 11:1–27

URIJAH
High priest in Ahaz’s time, 2 Kin

16:10–16
—Prophet in Jeremiah’s time, Jer

26:20–23

URIM
of judgment of U  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 28:30
Thummim and Your U  . . . . . . .Deut 33:8

US
“God with u  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 1:23
who is not against u  . . . . . . . .Mark 9:40
If God is for u  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:31
They went out from u  . . . . . .1 John 2:19
of them were of u  . . . . . . . . .1 John 2:19

USE
who spitefully u you . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:44
leaving the natural u  . . . . . . . .Rom 1:27
u this world as not  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 7:31
u liberty as an  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:13
u a little wine  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:23
reason of u have their  . . . . . . . .Heb 5:14

USELESS
all of them are u  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 44:9
are unprofitable and u  . . . . . . . .Titus 3:9
one’s religion is u . . . . . . . . . .James 1:26

USES
if one u it lawfully  . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:8

USING
u no figure of speech  . . . . . . .John 16:29
perish with the u  . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 2:22
u liberty as a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:16

USURY
Take no u or  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lev 25:36
put out his money at u . . . . . . . . .Ps 15:5

UTTER
u pure knowledge  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 33:3
u dark sayings of old  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 78:2
let not your heart u . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 5:2
lawful for a man to u  . . . . . . .2 Cor 12:4

UTTERANCE
the Spirit gave them u  . . . . . . . .Acts 2:4
u may be given to me  . . . . . . . .Eph 6:19

UTTERED
The deep u its voice  . . . . . . . . .Hab 3:10
which cannot be u  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:26
the seven thunders u . . . . . . . . .Rev 10:4

UTTERMOST
upon them to the u  . . . . . . .1 Thess 2:16
u those who come  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 7:25

UTTERS
Day unto day u speech . . . . . . . . .Ps 19:2
u His voice from . . . . . . . . . . . .Amos 1:2
and the great man u  . . . . . . . . . .Mic 7:3
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UZZAH
Son of Abinadab, struck down for

touching the ark of the covenant,
2 Sam 6:3–11

UZZIAH
King of Judah, called Azariah, 2 Kin

14:21; 15:1–7
Reigns righteously, 2 Chr 26:1–15
Usurps priestly function; stricken with

leprosy, 2 Chr 26:16–21
Life of, written by Isaiah, 2 Chr 26:22,

23

V

VAGABOND
v you shall be on the . . . . . . . . .Gen 4:12

VAIN
the people plot a v  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 2:1
v life which he passes  . . . . . . . .Eccl 6:12
‘I have labored in v . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 49:4
you believed in v  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:2

VALIANT
Only be v for me  . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 18:17
They are not v for the  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 9:3
v men swept away  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 46:15

VALIANTLY
while Israel does v . . . . . . . . .Num 24:18
God we will do v  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 60:12
of the LORD does v  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 118:15

VALLEY
I walk through the v  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 23:4
pass through the V . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 84:6
the verdure of the v  . . . . . . . . .Song 6:11
v shall be exalted  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:4
in the midst of the v . . . . . . . . .Ezek 37:1
v shall be filled  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 3:5

VALOR
a mighty man of v  . . . . . . . .1 Sam 16:18

VALUE
does not know its v  . . . . . . . . .Job 28:13
of more v than they  . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:26
they counted up the v . . . . . . .Acts 19:19

VALUED
It cannot be v in the  . . . . . . . . .Job 28:16

VANISH
when it is hot, they v  . . . . . . . . .Job 6:17
For the heavens will v  . . . . . . . . .Is 51:6
knowledge, it will v  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 13:8
old is ready to v away  . . . . . . . .Heb 8:13

VANISHED
and He v from their  . . . . . . . .Luke 24:31

VANITY
of vanities, all is v  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 1:2

VAPOR
best state is but v . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 39:5
surely every man is v  . . . . . . . . .Ps 39:11
It is even a v that  . . . . . . . . . .James 4:14

VARIATION
whom there is no v  . . . . . . . .James 1:17

VASHTI
Queen of Ahasuerus, deposed and

divorced, Esth 1:9–22

VEGETABLES
and let them give us v  . . . . . . . .Dan 1:12
is weak eats only v  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 14:2

VEHEMENT
of fire, a most v  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Song 8:6

VEIL
he put a v on his face  . . . . . . . .Ex 34:33
v of the temple was  . . . . . . . .Matt 27:51
Moses, who put a v  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 3:13
Presence behind the v . . . . . . . .Heb 6:19

VENGEANCE
You shall not take v  . . . . . . . . .Lev 19:18
V is Mine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 32:35
spare in the day of v  . . . . . . . . .Prov 6:34
God will come with v  . . . . . . . . . .Is 35:4
on the garments of v . . . . . . . . . .Is 59:17
let me see Your v  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 11:20
are the days of v  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 21:22
written, “V is Mine  . . . . . . . .Rom 12:19
flaming fire taking v . . . . . . . .2 Thess 1:8
suffering the v  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 7

VENOM
It becomes cobra v  . . . . . . . . . .Job 20:14

VESSEL
like a potter’s v  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 2:9
v that he made of clay  . . . . . . . . .Jer 18:4
like a precious v  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 25:34
been emptied from v . . . . . . . . .Jer 48:11
for he is a chosen v . . . . . . . . . .Acts 9:15
lump to make one v  . . . . . . . . .Rom 9:21
to possess his own v  . . . . . . .1 Thess 4:4
to the weaker v  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:7

VESSELS
longsuffering the v  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 9:22
treasure in earthen v  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 4:7
like the potter’s v  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 2:27

VEXED
grieved, and I was v . . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:21

VICE
as a cloak for v  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:16

VICTIM
and plucked the v . . . . . . . . . . .Job 29:17

VICTORY
who gives us the v  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:57
v that has overcome  . . . . . . . .1 John 5:4

VIEW
“Go, v the land . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Josh 2:1

VIGILANT
in prayer, being v . . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 4:2
Be sober, be v  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:8

VIGOR
nor his natural v  . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 34:7

VILE
sons made themselves v . . . . .1 Sam 3:13
“Behold, I am v  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 40:4
them up to v passions . . . . . . . .Rom 1:26

VINDICATED
know that I shall be v  . . . . . . . .Job 13:18

VINDICATION
Let my v come from . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 17:2

VINE
to the choice v  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 49:11
their v is of the v  . . . . . . . . . .Deut 32:32
You have brought a v  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 80:8
planted you a noble v  . . . . . . . . .Jer 2:21
grapes shall be on the v . . . . . . . .Jer 8:13
Israel empties his v  . . . . . . . . . .Hos 10:1
shall sit under his v  . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 4:4
of this fruit of the v  . . . . . . . .Matt 26:29
“I am the true v  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 15:1

VINEDRESSER
and My Father is the v  . . . . . . .John 15:1

VINEGAR
As v to the teeth and  . . . . . . .Prov 10:26
weather, and like v . . . . . . . . .Prov 25:20

VINES
foxes that spoil the v  . . . . . . . .Song 2:15
nor fruit be on the v  . . . . . . . . .Hab 3:17

VINEYARD
v which Your right . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 80:15
laborers for his v  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 20:1
Who plants a v and . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 9:7

VIOLENCE
was filled with v  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 6:11
You save me from v  . . . . . . . .2 Sam 22:3
the one who loves v . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 11:5
such as breathe out v  . . . . . . . . .Ps 27:12
from oppression and v  . . . . . . . .Ps 72:14
v covers the  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 10:6
He had done no v  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:9
and v in the land . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 51:46
cause the seat of v  . . . . . . . . . .Amos 6:3
way and from the v  . . . . . . . . . . .Jon 3:8
rich men are full of v  . . . . . . . . .Mic 6:12
For plundering and v . . . . . . . . . .Hab 1:3
one’s garment with v . . . . . . . . .Mal 2:16
of heaven suffers v  . . . . . . . . .Matt 11:12

VIOLENT
me from the v man  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 18:48
let evil hunt the v  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 140:11
violence, and the v . . . . . . . . .Matt 11:12
haters of God, v  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:30
given to wine, not v  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 3:3

VIPER
and stings like a v . . . . . . . . . .Prov 23:32
will come forth a v  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 14:29
which is crushed a v . . . . . . . . . . .Is 59:5

VIPERS
to them, “Brood of v  . . . . . . . . .Matt 3:7

VIRGIN
v shall conceive  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 7:14
O you oppressed v  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 23:12
v daughter of my . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 14:17
The v of Israel has  . . . . . . . . . .Amos 5:2
“Behold, the v shall  . . . . . . . . .Matt 1:23
between a wife and a v  . . . . . .1 Cor 7:34
you as a chaste v . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:2

VIRGINS
v who took their lamps  . . . . . .Matt 25:1
women, for they are v  . . . . . . . .Rev 14:4

VIRTUE
if there is any v  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 4:8
us by glory and v  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:3
to your faith v  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:5

VISAGE
v was marred more than  . . . . . . .Is 52:14

VISIBLE
that are on earth, v  . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:16
of things which are v  . . . . . . . .Heb 11:3

VISION
chased away like a v  . . . . . . . . . .Job 20:8
Then You spoke in a v  . . . . . . . .Ps 89:19
the Valley of V  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 22:1
a dream of a night v  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 29:7
her prophets find no v  . . . . . . . .Lam 2:9
have night without v  . . . . . . . . . .Mic 3:6
they had also seen a v  . . . . . .Luke 24:23
in a trance I saw a v  . . . . . . . . .Acts 11:5
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v appeared to Paul in  . . . . . . . .Acts 16:9
to the heavenly v  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 26:19

VISIONS
thoughts from the v  . . . . . . . . . .Job 4:13
young men shall see v  . . . . . . . .Joel 2:28
I will come to v  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 12:1

VISIT
but God will surely v . . . . . . . .Gen 50:24
in the day when I v  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 32:34
v the earth and water . . . . . . . . . .Ps 65:9
Oh, v me with Your  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 106:4
v orphans and widows  . . . . . .James 1:27

VISITATION
the time of your v  . . . . . . . . .Luke 19:44
God in the day of v  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:12

VISITED
he will not be v  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 19:23
Israel, for He has v . . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:68
how God at the first v  . . . . . . .Acts 15:14

VISITING
v the iniquity of the fathers  . . . . .Ex 20:5

VISITOR
am a foreigner and a v  . . . . . . .Gen 23:4

VITALITY
v was turned into the . . . . . . . . . .Ps 32:4

VOICE
“I heard Your v . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 3:10
v is Jacob’s v  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 27:22
I should obey His v  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 5:2
fire a still small v  . . . . . . . . .1 Kin 19:12
and my flute to the v  . . . . . . . .Job 30:31
you thunder with a v  . . . . . . . . .Job 40:9
He uttered His v  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 46:6
He sends out His v . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:33
have lifted up their v  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 93:3
if you will hear His v  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 95:7
word, heeding the v . . . . . . . . .Ps 103:20
for your v is sweet  . . . . . . . . . .Song 2:14
The v of one crying in . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:3
the v of weeping shall . . . . . . . . .Is 65:19
A v from the temple  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 66:6
v was heard in Ramah . . . . . . . .Jer 31:15
who has a pleasant v  . . . . . . .Ezek 33:32
v was heard in Ramah  . . . . . . .Matt 2:18
“The v of one crying  . . . . . . . . .Matt 3:3
And suddenly a v  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 3:17
will anyone hear His v  . . . . . .Matt 12:19
and suddenly a v  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 17:5
for they know his v  . . . . . . . . .John 10:4
v did not come because  . . . . .John 12:30
the truth hears My v  . . . . . . .John 18:37
the v of an archangel  . . . . . .1 Thess 4:16
whose v then shook the  . . . . .Heb 12:26
glory when such a v  . . . . . . . .2 Pet 1:17
If anyone hears My v  . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:20

VOICES
shall lift up their v  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 52:8
And there were loud v . . . . . . .Rev 11:15

VOID
they are a nation v  . . . . . . . . .Deut 32:28
the LORD had made a v  . . . . . .Judg 21:15
regarded Your law as v . . . . . .Ps 119:126
Do we then make v  . . . . . . . . .Rom 3:31
heirs, faith is made v  . . . . . . . .Rom 4:14
make my boasting v  . . . . . . . .1 Cor 9:15

VOLUME
in the v of the book . . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:7

VOLUNTEERS
Your people shall be v  . . . . . . . .Ps 110:3

VOMIT
lest the land v  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lev 18:28
man staggers in his v  . . . . . . . . .Is 19:14
returns to his own v  . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:22

VOW
Then Jacob made a v . . . . . . . .Gen 28:20
And Jephthah made a v . . . . . .Judg 11:30
he carried out his v . . . . . . . . .Judg 11:39
v shall be performed  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 65:1
When you make a v  . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 5:4
not to v than to v  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 5:5
for he had taken a v  . . . . . . . .Acts 18:18
men who have taken a v  . . . . .Acts 21:23

VOWS
you will pay your v  . . . . . . . . . .Job 22:27
I will pay My v  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 22:25
V made to You are  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 56:12
Make v to the LORD  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 76:11
today I have paid my v  . . . . . . .Prov 7:14
to reconsider his v  . . . . . . . . .Prov 20:25
And what, son of my v  . . . . . . .Prov 31:2
to the LORD and took v  . . . . . . . .Jon 1:16

W

WAGE
those who exploit w  . . . . . . . . . .Mal 3:5
w the good warfare  . . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:18

WAGES
I will give you your w  . . . . . . . . . .Ex 2:9
the w of the wicked  . . . . . . . .Prov 10:16
w will be troubled  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 19:10
and he who earns w  . . . . . . . . . .Hag 1:6
to you, give me my w  . . . . . .Zech 11:12
and give them their w  . . . . . . .Matt 20:8
be content with your w  . . . . . .Luke 3:14
is worthy of his w  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 10:7
him who works, the w  . . . . . . . .Rom 4:4
For the w of sin is  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:23
is worthy of his w  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:18
Indeed the w of the  . . . . . . . . .James 5:4

WAIL
My heart shall w . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 48:36
“Son of man, w  . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 32:18

WAILING
w is heard from Zion . . . . . . . . . .Jer 9:19
of heart and bitter w  . . . . . . .Ezek 27:31
There will be w  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 13:42

WAIT
hard service I will w . . . . . . . . .Job 14:14
If I w for the grave  . . . . . . . . . .Job 17:13
W on the LORD . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 27:14
w patiently for Him  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 37:7
my eyes fail while I w  . . . . . . . . .Ps 69:3
These all w for You  . . . . . . . . .Ps 104:27
And I will w on the  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 8:17
the LORD will w  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 30:18
those who w on the  . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:31
not be ashamed who w . . . . . . . .Is 49:23
w quietly for the . . . . . . . . . . . .Lam 3:26
I will w for the God . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 7:7
be like men who w  . . . . . . . .Luke 12:36
see, we eagerly w . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:25
w for one another . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 11:33
the Spirit eagerly w  . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:5
we also eagerly w  . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 3:20
and to w for His Son  . . . . . .1 Thess 1:10
To those who eagerly w  . . . . . .Heb 9:28

WAITED
and when I w for light  . . . . . . .Job 30:26
w patiently for the  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 40:1
we have w for Him . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 25:9
And the people w  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:21
day you have w and  . . . . . . . .Acts 27:33
Divine longsuffering w  . . . . . .1 Pet 3:20

WAITING
w at the posts of my  . . . . . . . . .Prov 8:34
w for the Consolation  . . . . . . .Luke 2:25
who himself was also w  . . . . .Luke 23:51
ourselves, eagerly w  . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:23
from that time w . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:13

WAITS
of the adulterer w  . . . . . . . . . .Job 24:15
my soul silently w  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 62:1
My soul w for the Lord  . . . . . . .Ps 130:6
for the one who w  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 64:4
the creation eagerly w  . . . . . . .Rom 8:19

WAKE
us, that whether we w . . . . .1 Thess 5:10

WALK
w before Me and be  . . . . . . . . .Gen 17:1
in which they must w  . . . . . . . .Ex 18:20
You shall w in all  . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 5:33
Yea, though I w  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 23:4
W about Zion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 48:12
that Israel would w  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 81:13
I will w within my . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 101:2
I will w before the  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 116:9
Though I w in the  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 138:7
W prudently when you  . . . . . . . .Eccl 5:1
w in the ways of your  . . . . . . . .Eccl 11:9
come and let us w  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 2:5
“This is the way, w  . . . . . . . . . .Is 30:21
be weary, they shall w  . . . . . . . .Is 40:31
w in the light of your  . . . . . . . . .Is 50:11
people, who w in a way  . . . . . . . .Is 65:2
commit adultery and w  . . . . . . .Jer 23:14
the righteous w  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hos 14:9
w humbly with your God . . . . . . .Mic 6:8
take up your bed and w  . . . . . . .John 5:8
W while you have the  . . . . . .John 12:35
so we also should w  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 6:4
Let us w properly  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 13:13
For we w by faith  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 5:7
W in the Spirit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gal 5:16
that we should w  . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:10
And w in love  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:2
W as children of light  . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:8
attained, let us w  . . . . . . . . . . .Phil 3:16
note those who so w  . . . . . . . . .Phil 3:17
that you may w worthy  . . . . . . .Col 1:10
Jesus the Lord, so w  . . . . . . . . . . .Col 2:6
us how you ought to w  . . . . .1 Thess 4:1
w just as He  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 John 2:6
and they shall w  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:4

WALKED
Enoch w with God  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 5:22
by His light I w  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 29:3
The people who w  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 9:2
He w with Me in peace  . . . . . . . .Mal 2:6
Jesus no longer w . . . . . . . . . .John 11:54
w according to the  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 10:2
in which you once w . . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:2
to walk just as He w  . . . . . . . .1 John 2:6

WALKING
of the LORD God w  . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 3:8
see four men loose, w  . . . . . . . .Dan 3:25
before God, w in all  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 1:6
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they saw Jesus w  . . . . . . . . . . .John 6:19
And w in the fear of  . . . . . . . . .Acts 9:31
you are no longer w  . . . . . . . .Rom 14:15
not w in craftiness  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 4:2
of your children w  . . . . . . . . . . .2 John 4

WALKS
the LORD your God w  . . . . . . .Deut 23:14
is the man who w  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 1:1
He who w uprightly . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 15:2
He who w with  . . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 10:9
He who w with wise men  . . .Prov 13:20
w blamelessly will be  . . . . . . .Prov 28:18
w wisely will be  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 28:26
Whoever w the road . . . . . . . . . . .Is 35:8
Who w in darkness and  . . . . . . .Is 50:10
it is not in man who w  . . . . . . .Jer 10:23
do good to him who w  . . . . . . . .Mic 2:7
If anyone w in the day  . . . . . . .John 11:9
he who w in darkness  . . . . . .John 12:35
adversary the devil w  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:8
is in darkness and w  . . . . . . .1 John 2:11

WALL
then the w of the city  . . . . . . . . .Josh 6:5
his face toward the w  . . . . . . .2 Kin 20:2
like a leaning w  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 62:3
and like a high w  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 18:11
If she is a w  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Song 8:9
We grope for the w  . . . . . . . . . .Is 59:10
you, you whitewashed w  . . . . .Acts 23:3
a window in the w  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:33
down the middle w  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:14
Now the w of the city  . . . . . . .Rev 21:14

WALLS
broken down, without w  . . . .Prov 25:28
salvation for w  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 26:1
you shall call your w  . . . . . . . . . .Is 60:18
By faith the w of  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:30

WANDER
and makes them w  . . . . . . . . . .Job 12:24
ones cry to God, and w . . . . . . .Job 38:41
Indeed, I would w  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 55:7
Oh, let me not w  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:10
they have loved to w . . . . . . . . .Jer 14:10

WANDERED
w blind in the streets  . . . . . . . .Lam 4:14
My sheep w through  . . . . . . . .Ezek 34:6
They w in deserts and . . . . . . .Heb 11:38

WANDERERS
And they shall be w . . . . . . . . . .Hos 9:17

WANDERING
learn to be idle, w  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:13
w stars for whom is  . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 13

WANDERS
He w about for bread  . . . . . . . .Job 15:23
Like a bird that w . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 27:8
if anyone among you w . . . . . .James 5:19

WANT
I shall not w  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 23:1
he began to be in w  . . . . . . . .Luke 15:14

WANTING
balances, and found w . . . . . . . .Dan 5:27

WANTON
necks and w eyes  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 3:16
have begun to grow w  . . . . . .1 Tim 5:11

WAR
“There is a noise of w  . . . . . . . .Ex 32:17
the LORD for the w  . . . . . . . . .Num 32:20
my hands to make w  . . . . . .2 Sam 22:35

day of battle and w  . . . . . . . . . .Job 38:23
w may rise against  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 27:3
speak, they are for w  . . . . . . . . .Ps 120:7
by wise counsel wage w  . . . . .Prov 20:18
will wage your own w  . . . . . . .Prov 24:6
shall they learn w  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 2:4
from the distress of w  . . . . . . . . .Is 21:15
we shall see no w  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 42:14
same horn was making w  . . . . .Dan 7:21
men returned from w  . . . . . . . . .Mic 2:8
king, going to make w  . . . . . .Luke 14:31
Who ever goes to w  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 9:7
for pleasure that w  . . . . . . . . . .James 4:1
You fight and w  . . . . . . . . . . . .James 4:2
fleshly lusts which w  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 2:11
w broke out in heaven . . . . . . . .Rev 12:7
He judges and makes w  . . . . . .Rev 19:11

WARFARE
to her, that her w  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 40:2
w are not carnal  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 10:4
may wage the good w . . . . . . .1 Tim 1:18
w entangles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:4

WARM
they will keep w  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 4:11
but no one is w  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hag 1:6

WARMED
w himself at the fire  . . . . . . .Mark 14:54
Depart in peace, be w  . . . . . .James 2:16

WARMING
when she saw Peter w  . . . . .Mark 14:67

WARMS
w them in the dust . . . . . . . . . .Job 39:14
He even w himself and  . . . . . . . .Is 44:16

WARN
w the wicked from his  . . . . . . .Ezek 3:18
w everyone night  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 20:31
beloved children I w . . . . . . . .1 Cor 4:14
w those who are  . . . . . . . . .1 Thess 5:14

WARNED
“The man solemnly w . . . . . . . .Gen 43:3
them Your servant is w  . . . . . . .Ps 19:11
Then, being divinely w  . . . . . .Matt 2:12
Who w you to flee  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 3:7
Noah, being divinely w  . . . . . . .Heb 11:7

WARNING
w every man and  . . . . . . . . . . . .Col 1:28

WARPED
such a person is w  . . . . . . . . . .Titus 3:11

WARRING
w against the law of  . . . . . . . . .Rom 7:23

WARRIOR
He runs at me like a w  . . . . . . .Job 16:14

WARS
He makes w cease to  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 46:9
And you will hear of w . . . . . . .Matt 24:6
Where do w and fights  . . . . . . .James 4:1

WASH
w myself with snow  . . . . . . . . . .Job 9:30
I will w my hands in  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 26:6
W me thoroughly . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 51:2
he shall w his feet in  . . . . . . . . .Ps 58:10
“W yourselves  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 1:16
O Jerusalem, w your  . . . . . . . . . .Jer 4:14
head and w your face  . . . . . . . .Matt 6:17
For they do not w  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 15:2
not eat unless they w  . . . . . . . .Mark 7:3
w His feet with her  . . . . . . . . .Luke 7:38
said to him, “Go, w  . . . . . . . . . .John 9:7

w the disciples’  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 13:5
“You shall never w . . . . . . . . . .John 13:8
w one another’s  . . . . . . . . . . .John 13:14
w away your sins  . . . . . . . . . .Acts 22:16

WASHED
and w my hands in  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 73:13
When the Lord has w  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 4:4
cut, nor were you w . . . . . . . . .Ezek 16:4
w his hands before the . . . . . .Matt 27:24
My feet, but she has w . . . . . . .Luke 7:44
So when He had w  . . . . . . . . .John 13:12
w their stripes  . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 16:33
But you were w  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 6:11
if she has w the  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:10
Him who loved us and w  . . . . . . .Rev 1:5
w their robes and made  . . . . . . .Rev 7:14

WASHING
cleanse her with the w  . . . . . . .Eph 5:26
us, through the w  . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 3:5

WASHINGS
and drinks, various w  . . . . . . . .Heb 9:10

WASTE
who are left shall w  . . . . . . . . .Lev 26:39
the cities are laid w  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 6:11
empty and makes it w . . . . . . . . . .Is 24:1
w the mountains  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 42:15
“Why this w  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 26:8

WASTED
The field is w  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Joel 1:10
this fragrant oil w  . . . . . . . . . .Mark 14:4
w his possessions . . . . . . . . . .Luke 15:13

WASTELAND
w shall be glad  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 35:1

WASTING
w and destruction are . . . . . . . . . .Is 59:7
that this man was w  . . . . . . . .Luke 16:1

WATCH
of them we set a w  . . . . . . . . . . .Neh 4:9
my steps, but do not w  . . . . . . .Job 14:16
is past, and like a w  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 90:4
keep w over the door . . . . . . . . .Ps 141:3
and all who w for  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 29:20
W the road  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nah 2:1
W therefore, for you . . . . . . . .Matt 24:42
“What! Could you not w  . . . .Matt 26:40
W and pray, lest you  . . . . . . .Matt 26:41
W, stand fast in the  . . . . . . .1 Cor 16:13
submissive, for they w  . . . . . .Heb 13:17

WATCHED
in the days when God w . . . . . . .Job 29:2
come, he would have w  . . . . .Matt 24:43

WATCHES
w the righteous  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 37:32
She w over the ways of . . . . . .Prov 31:27
Blessed is he who w  . . . . . . . .Rev 16:15

WATCHFUL
But you be w in all  . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 4:5
be serious and w  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 4:7

WATCHING
who listens to me, w  . . . . . . . .Prov 8:34
the flock, who were w  . . . . . .Zech 11:11
he comes, will find w  . . . . . .Luke 12:37

WATCHMAN
guards the city, the w  . . . . . . . .Ps 127:1
W, what of the night  . . . . . . . . .Is 21:11
I have made you a w  . . . . . . . .Ezek 3:17
the day of your w  . . . . . . . . . . . .Mic 7:4
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WATCHMEN
w who go about the  . . . . . . . . . .Song 3:3
w shall lift up their  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 52:8
His w are blind . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 56:10
I have set w on your  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 62:6
Also, I set w over you  . . . . . . . . .Jer 6:17
strong, set up the w  . . . . . . . . .Jer 51:12

WATER
Eden to w the garden  . . . . . . . .Gen 2:10
Unstable as w  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 49:4
your bread and your w  . . . . . . .Ex 23:25
of affliction and w  . . . . . . . . .1 Kin 22:27
w disappears from the  . . . . . . .Job 14:11
w wears away stones  . . . . . . . .Job 14:19
drinks iniquity like w  . . . . . . . .Job 15:16
not given the weary w  . . . . . . . .Job 22:7
He binds up the w  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 26:8
I am poured out like w . . . . . . . .Ps 22:14
where there is no w  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 63:1
they have shed like w  . . . . . . . . .Ps 79:3
Drink w from your own  . . . . . .Prov 5:15
“Stolen w is sweet  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 9:17
the whole supply of w  . . . . . . . . . .Is 3:1
and needy seek w . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 41:17
For I will pour w  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 44:3
silence and given us w  . . . . . . . .Jer 8:14
eye overflows with w  . . . . . . . .Lam 1:16
will be as weak as w  . . . . . . . .Ezek 7:17
w the land with the  . . . . . . . . .Ezek 32:6
you gave Me no w  . . . . . . . . . .Luke 7:44
there was much w  . . . . . . . . . .John 3:23
given you living w  . . . . . . . . . .John 4:10
rivers of living w  . . . . . . . . . . .John 7:38
blood and w came out  . . . . . .John 19:34
“Can anyone forbid w . . . . . . .Acts 10:47
with the washing of w . . . . . . . .Eph 5:26
can yield both salt w  . . . . . . .James 3:12
were saved through w  . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:20
is He who came by w  . . . . . . .1 John 5:6
the Spirit, the w  . . . . . . . . . . .1 John 5:8
are clouds without w  . . . . . . . . . .Jude 12
let him take the w  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 22:17

WATERED
w the whole face  . . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 2:6
that it was well w  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 13:10
I planted, Apollos w  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:6

WATERS
and struck the w  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 7:20
If He withholds the w . . . . . . . .Job 12:15
me beside the still w  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 23:2
though its w roar and . . . . . . . . . .Ps 46:3
w have come up to my . . . . . . . . .Ps 69:1
then the w would have  . . . . . . .Ps 124:4
rich, and he who w  . . . . . . . .Prov 11:25
Who has bound the w  . . . . . . .Prov 30:4
your bread upon the w  . . . . . . .Eccl 11:1
a well of living w  . . . . . . . . . . .Song 4:15
w cannot quench love  . . . . . . . .Song 8:7
of the LORD as the w  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 11:9
w will fail from the . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 19:5
because I give w . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 43:20
have sworn that the w  . . . . . . . . .Is 54:9
thirsts, come to the w . . . . . . . . . .Is 55:1
fountain of living w . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 2:13
w flowed over my head . . . . . . .Lam 3:54
the sound of many w  . . . . . . . .Ezek 43:2
w surrounded me . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jon 2:5
shall be that living w  . . . . . . . .Zech 14:8
often, in perils of w  . . . . . . .2 Cor 11:26
living fountains of w  . . . . . . . . .Rev 7:17
w became wormwood  . . . . . . . .Rev 8:11

WAVE
Its fruit shall w  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 72:16

WAVER
He did not w at the  . . . . . . . . .Rom 4:20

WAVERING
of our hope without w  . . . . . .Heb 10:23

WAVES
and here your proud w  . . . . . . .Job 38:11
all Your w and billows  . . . . . . . . .Ps 42:7
the noise of their w  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 65:7
the multitude of its w  . . . . . . . .Jer 51:42
was covered with the w  . . . . . .Matt 8:24
sea, tossed by the w  . . . . . . . .Matt 14:24
raging w of the sea  . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 13

WAX
My heart is like w  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 22:14
w melts before the . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:2
mountains melt like w  . . . . . . . . .Ps 97:5

WAY
and show them the w  . . . . . . . .Ex 18:20
day I am going the w  . . . . . . .Josh 23:14
and the right w  . . . . . . . . . .1 Sam 12:23
As for God, His w  . . . . . . . .2 Sam 22:31
to a man whose w  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 3:23
But He knows the w . . . . . . . . .Job 23:10
“Where is the w . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 38:19
the LORD knows the w  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 1:6
you perish in the w  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 2:12
Teach me Your w  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 27:11
This is the w of those . . . . . . . . .Ps 49:13
w may be known on  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 67:2
Your w was in the sea  . . . . . . . .Ps 77:19
where there is no w  . . . . . . . .Ps 107:40
I have chosen the w . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:30
I hate every false w  . . . . . . . .Ps 119:104
in the w everlasting  . . . . . . . . .Ps 139:24
and preserves the w  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 2:8
The w of the wicked is  . . . . . . .Prov 4:19
instruction are the w  . . . . . . . .Prov 6:23
w that seems right  . . . . . . . . .Prov 14:12
not know what is the w  . . . . . .Eccl 11:5
of terrors in the w . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 12:5
The w of the just is . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 26:7
“This is the w  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 30:21
LORD, who makes a w  . . . . . . . . .Is 43:16
wicked forsake his w  . . . . . . . . . .Is 55:7
O LORD, I know the w  . . . . . . . .Jer 10:23
one heart and one w  . . . . . . . . .Jer 32:39
Israel, is it not My w  . . . . . . .Ezek 18:25
w which is not fair . . . . . . . . .Ezek 33:17
and pervert the w . . . . . . . . . . .Amos 2:7
the LORD has His w  . . . . . . . . . . .Nah 1:3
he will prepare the w  . . . . . . . . .Mal 3:1
and broad is the w  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 7:13
and difficult is the w  . . . . . . . .Matt 7:14
will prepare Your w  . . . . . . . .Matt 11:10
and teach the w  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 22:16
and the w you know . . . . . . . . .John 14:4
to him, “I am the w  . . . . . . . . .John 14:6
proclaim to us the w . . . . . . . .Acts 16:17
explained to him the w . . . . . .Acts 18:26
you a more excellent w  . . . .1 Cor 12:31
w which He consecrated  . . . . .Heb 10:20
forsaken the right w  . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:15
to have known the w  . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:21
have gone in the w  . . . . . . . . . . .Jude 11

WAYS
for all His w are  . . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 32:4
they do not know its w . . . . . . .Job 24:13
is the first of the w  . . . . . . . . . .Job 40:19

Show me Your w  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 25:4
transgressors Your w  . . . . . . . . .Ps 51:13
would walk in My w  . . . . . . . . .Ps 81:13
w were directed  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:5
I thought about my w  . . . . . . .Ps 119:59
righteous in all His w . . . . . . . .Ps 145:17
For the w of man are  . . . . . . . .Prov 5:21
w please the LORD  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 16:7
He will teach us His w  . . . . . . . . . .Is 2:3
nor are your w  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 55:8
“Stand in the w  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 6:16
“Amend your w  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 7:3
and examine our w . . . . . . . . . .Lam 3:40
and owns all your w  . . . . . . . . .Dan 5:23
w are everlasting . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hab 3:6
misery are in their w  . . . . . . . .Rom 3:16
judgments and His w  . . . . . . .Rom 11:33
unstable in all his w  . . . . . . . . .James 1:8
their destructive w  . . . . . . . . . .2 Pet 2:2
and true are Your w . . . . . . . . . .Rev 15:3

WEAK
then I shall become w  . . . . . . .Judg 16:7
And I am w today  . . . . . . . . .2 Sam 3:39
me, O LORD, for I am w  . . . . . . . . .Ps 6:2
gives power to the w  . . . . . . . . .Is 40:29
knee will be as w  . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 7:17
let the w say  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Joel 3:10
not your hands be w  . . . . . . . .Zeph 3:16
but the flesh is w  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 26:41
And not being w  . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 4:19
Receive one who is w . . . . . . . .Rom 14:1
God has chosen the w  . . . . . .1 Cor 1:27
We are w, but you are  . . . . . .1 Cor 4:10
to the w I became as w  . . . . . .1 Cor 9:22
this reason many are w . . . . .1 Cor 11:30
For when I am w  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 12:10

WEAKENED
w my strength in the  . . . . . . . .Ps 102:23
the ground, you who w . . . . . . . .Is 14:12

WEAKENS
w the hands of the men  . . . . . . .Jer 38:4

WEAKER
house of Saul grew w  . . . . . . . .2 Sam 3:1
the wife, as to the w  . . . . . . . . .1 Pet 3:7

WEAKNESS
than men, and the w  . . . . . . .1 Cor 1:25
I was with you in w  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 2:3
It is sown in w  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 15:43
is also subject to w  . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 5:2
w were made strong  . . . . . . . .Heb 11:34

WEAKNESSES
also helps in our w  . . . . . . . . . .Rom 8:26
sympathize with our w  . . . . . . .Heb 4:15

WEALTH
have gained me this w  . . . . . . .Deut 8:17
a man of great w  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ruth 2:1
not asked riches or w  . . . . . . .2 Chr 1:11
who trust in their w  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 49:6
w is his strong city  . . . . . . . . .Prov 10:15
W gained by dishonesty  . . . . .Prov 13:11
W makes many friends  . . . . . . .Prov 19:4
may bring to you the w . . . . . . . .Is 60:11

WEALTHY
w nation that dwells  . . . . . . . . .Jer 49:31
rich, have become w  . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:17

WEANED
w child shall put his  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 11:8
Those just w from milk . . . . . . . . .Is 28:9
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WEAPON
w formed against you  . . . . . . . . .Is 54:17
with a deadly w  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 9:1

WEAPONS
is better than w  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eccl 9:18
the LORD and His w  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 13:5
For the w of our  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 10:4

WEAR
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He is your Lord, w  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 45:11
Oh come, let us w  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 95:6
and have come to w Him  . . . . . .Matt 2:2
will fall down and w  . . . . . . . . .Matt 4:9
And in vain they w  . . . . . . . . .Matt 15:9
w what you do not know  . . . . .John 4:22
true worshipers will w  . . . . . . .John 4:23
the One whom you w  . . . . . . .Acts 17:23
w the God of my . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 24:14
false humility and w . . . . . . . . . .Col 2:18
the angels of God w  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 1:6
make them come and w . . . . . . . .Rev 3:9
w Him who lives  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 4:10
w Him who made  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 14:7

WORSHIPED
Our fathers w  . . . . . . . . . . . . .John 4:20
w Him who lives  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 5:14
on their faces and w  . . . . . . . .Rev 11:16
w God who sat on the  . . . . . . . .Rev 19:4

WORSHIPER
if anyone is a w  . . . . . . . . . . . .John 9:31

WORTH
and make my speech w  . . . . . .Job 24:25
of the wicked is w  . . . . . . . . .Prov 10:20

WORTHLESS
looking at w things  . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:37
A w person, a wicked man  . . . .Prov 6:12
Indeed they are all w  . . . . . . . . .Is 41:29

WORTHLESSNESS
long will you love w . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 4:2

WORTHY
I am not w of the  . . . . . . . . . .Gen 32:10
sandals I am not w  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 3:11
inquire who in it is w  . . . . . .Matt 10:11
invited were not w  . . . . . . . . .Matt 22:8
should do this was w  . . . . . . . . .Luke 7:4
and I am no longer w . . . . . . .Luke 15:19
present time are not w  . . . . . . .Rom 8:18
apostles, who am not w  . . . . .1 Cor 15:9
to walk w of the calling  . . . . . . . .Eph 4:1
“The laborer is w  . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:18
the world was not w  . . . . . . . .Heb 11:38
white, for they are w  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:4
“You are w, O Lord  . . . . . . . . . .Rev 4:11
“W is the Lamb who  . . . . . . . . .Rev 5:12

WOUND
I w and I heal  . . . . . . . . . . . .Deut 32:39
My w is incurable  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 34:6
But God will w the  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 68:21
and my w incurable  . . . . . . . . .Jer 15:18
and w their weak  . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 8:12
and his deadly w  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 13:3

WOUNDED
and my heart is w  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 109:22
and w the serpent  . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 51:9
But He was w for our  . . . . . . . . . .Is 53:5
there remained only w  . . . . . . .Jer 37:10
with which I was w  . . . . . . . . .Zech 13:6
to the beast who was w  . . . . . .Rev 13:14

WOUNDING
killed a man for w . . . . . . . . . . .Gen 4:23

WOUNDS
and binds up their w  . . . . . . . . .Ps 147:3
Faithful are the w . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 27:6
and bandaged his w  . . . . . . . .Luke 10:34

WRANGLINGS
useless w of men of  . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 6:5

WRATH
w has gone out from  . . . . . . .Num 16:46
provoked the LORD to w  . . . . . .Deut 9:22
Had I not feared the w  . . . . . .Deut 32:27
w kills a foolish  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 5:2
speak to them in His w  . . . . . . . . .Ps 2:5
living and burning w  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 58:9
Surely the w of man . . . . . . . . . .Ps 76:10
Your fierce w has gone  . . . . . . .Ps 88:16
Will Your w burn like  . . . . . . . .Ps 89:46
w we are terrified  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 90:7
So I swore in My w  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 95:11
in the day of His w  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 110:5
death is the king’s w  . . . . . . .Prov 16:14
The king’s w is like  . . . . . . . .Prov 19:12
of great w will suffer  . . . . . . .Prov 19:19
w is heavier than  . . . . . . . . . . .Prov 27:3
W is cruel and anger a  . . . . . . .Prov 27:4
w I will give him  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 10:6
With a little w  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 54:8
in My w I struck you  . . . . . . . . .Is 60:10
I will pour out my w  . . . . . . . . .Hos 5:10
w remember mercy . . . . . . . . . . .Hab 3:2
you to flee from the w  . . . . . . . .Matt 3:7
see life, but the w  . . . . . . . . . .John 3:36
For the w of God is  . . . . . . . . .Rom 1:18
up for yourself w  . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 2:5

the law brings about w  . . . . . . .Rom 4:15
wanting to show His w . . . . . . .Rom 9:22
rather give place to w . . . . . . .Rom 12:19
not only because of w . . . . . . . .Rom 13:5
outbursts of w  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 12:20
nature children of w  . . . . . . . . . .Eph 2:3
sun go down on your w  . . . . . . .Eph 4:26
Let all bitterness, w . . . . . . . . . .Eph 4:31
delivers us from the w  . . . . .1 Thess 1:10
w has come upon them  . . . .1 Thess 2:16
holy hands, without w  . . . . . . .1 Tim 2:8
So I swore in My w . . . . . . . . . .Heb 3:11
not fearing the w  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 11:27
for the w of man does . . . . . . .James 1:20
throne and from the w . . . . . . . .Rev 6:16
to you, having great w  . . . . . . .Rev 12:12
of the wine of the w  . . . . . . . . .Rev 14:8
winepress of the w  . . . . . . . . .Rev 14:19
for in them the w  . . . . . . . . . . .Rev 15:1
fierceness of His w  . . . . . . . . .Rev 16:19

WRATHFUL
w man stirs up strife  . . . . . . .Prov 15:18

WRESTLE
For we do not w  . . . . . . . . . . . .Eph 6:12

WRETCHED
w man that I am . . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 7:24
know that you are w  . . . . . . . . .Rev 3:17

WRETCHEDNESS
do not let me see my w  . . . . .Num 11:15

WRINGING
w the nose produces  . . . . . . .Prov 30:33

WRINKLE
not having spot or w  . . . . . . . . .Eph 5:27

WRITE
“W these words  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 34:27
w bitter things  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 13:26
w them on the tablet  . . . . . . . . .Prov 7:3
‘W this man down as  . . . . . . . .Jer 22:30
w them on their hearts  . . . . . . .Heb 8:10
their minds I will w  . . . . . . . .Heb 10:16
I had many things to w . . . . . . .3 John 13

WRITING
the w was the w  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 32:16

WRITINGS
do not believe his w  . . . . . . . . .John 5:47

WRITTEN
tablets of stone, w  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 31:18
Have I not w to you  . . . . . . . .Prov 22:20
your names are w  . . . . . . . . .Luke 10:20
“What I have w  . . . . . . . . . . .John 19:22
ministered by us, w  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 3:3
the stone a new name w  . . . . . .Rev 2:17
the plagues that are w  . . . . . . .Rev 22:18

WRONG
sinned, we have done w . . . . .2 Chr 6:37
I cry out concerning w  . . . . . . . .Job 19:7
not charge them with w  . . . . . .Job 24:12
no one to do them w  . . . . . . . .Ps 105:14
Do no w and do no  . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 22:3
I am doing you no w  . . . . . . .Matt 20:13
Man has done nothing w  . . . .Luke 23:41
Jews I have done no w  . . . . . .Acts 25:10
Forgive me this w . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 12:13
But he who does w  . . . . . . . . . .Col 3:25

WRONGED
then that God has w . . . . . . . . . .Job 19:6
We have w no one  . . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 7:2
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WRONGS
me w his own soul  . . . . . . . . . .Prov 8:36
WROTE
of the hand that w  . . . . . . . . . . .Dan 5:5
stooped down and w  . . . . . . . . .John 8:6
WROUGHT
And skillfully w  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 139:15

Y

YEAR
first month of the y  . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 12:2
In the Y of Jubilee  . . . . . . . . . .Lev 27:24
the acceptable y  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 61:2
be his until the y  . . . . . . . . . .Ezek 46:17
to Jerusalem every y  . . . . . . . .Luke 2:41
went alone once a y  . . . . . . . . . .Heb 9:7
of sins every y . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 10:3
YEARS
Are Your y like the  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 10:5
y should teach  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Job 32:7
I will remember the y  . . . . . . . .Ps 77:10
For a thousand y  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 90:4
lives are seventy y  . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 90:10
y will have no end  . . . . . . . . . .Ps 102:27
when He was twelve y . . . . . . .Luke 2:42
are not yet fifty y  . . . . . . . . . . .John 8:57
y will not fail  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heb 1:12
with Him a thousand y  . . . . . . .Rev 20:6
YES
let your ‘Y’ be ‘Y,’  . . . . . . . . . .Matt 5:37
No, but in Him was Y  . . . . . . .2 Cor 1:19
YESTERDAY
For we were born y  . . . . . . . . . . .Job 8:9
YOKE
you shall break his y  . . . . . . . .Gen 27:40
and He will put a y  . . . . . . . .Deut 28:48
Your father made our y  . . . . . .1 Kin 12:4
You have broken the y  . . . . . . . . . .Is 9:4
Take My y upon you  . . . . . . .Matt 11:29
YOKED
Do not be unequally y . . . . . . .2 Cor 6:14
YOUNG
His flesh shall be y  . . . . . . . . . .Job 33:25
I have been y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 37:25
she may lay her y . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 84:3
y ones shall lie  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Is 11:7
dream dreams, your y  . . . . . . . .Joel 2:28
y man followed Him  . . . . . . .Mark 14:51
I write to you, y  . . . . . . . . . .1 John 2:13
YOUNGER
they mock at me, men y  . . . . . . .Job 30:1
y son gathered all  . . . . . . . . .Luke 15:13
let him be as the y  . . . . . . . . .Luke 22:26
y women as sisters  . . . . . . . . . .1 Tim 5:2
Likewise you y people  . . . . . . . .1 Pet 5:5
YOURS
all that I have are y  . . . . . . . . .1 Kin 20:4
the battle is not y  . . . . . . . . .2 Chr 20:15
I am Y, save me  . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 119:94
Y is the kingdom  . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 6:13
Take what is y  . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt 20:14
y is the kingdom  . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 6:20
And all Mine are Y  . . . . . . . . .John 17:10
For all things are y  . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 3:21
for I do not seek y  . . . . . . . .2 Cor 12:14
YOUTH
for he was only a y . . . . . . . .1 Sam 17:42

the LORD from my y  . . . . . . .1 Kin 18:12
the sins of my y  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ps 25:7
the companion of her y  . . . . . .Prov 2:17
in the days of your y  . . . . . . . . .Eccl 11:9
the shame of your y  . . . . . . . . . . .Is 54:4
speak, for I am a y . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jer 1:6
I have kept from my y  . . . . . .Matt 19:20
no one despise your y  . . . . . .1 Tim 4:12
YOUTHFUL
Flee also y lusts  . . . . . . . . . . .2 Tim 2:22

Z

ZACCHAEUS
Wealthy tax collector converted to

Christ, Luke 19:1–10
ZACHARIAS

Father of John the Baptist, Luke 1:5–17
ZADOK

Co-priest with Abiathar; remains loyal
to David, 2 Sam 15:24–29; 20:25

Rebuked by David, 2 Sam 19:11, 12
Does not follow Adonijah; anoints

Solomon, 1 Kin 1:8–45
Takes Abiathar’s place, 1 Kin 2:35

ZALMUNNA
Midianite king, Judg 8:4–21

ZAREPHATH
Town of Sidon where Elijah revives

widow’s son, 1 Kin 17:8–24; Luke
4:26

ZEAL
The z of the LORD of  . . . . . . .2 Kin 19:31
z has consumed me  . . . . . . . .Ps 119:139
He shall stir up His z  . . . . . . . . .Is 42:13
have spoken it in My z . . . . . . .Ezek 5:13
for Zion with great z  . . . . . . . . .Zech 8:2
“Z for Your house has . . . . . . . .John 2:17
that they have a z . . . . . . . . . . .Rom 10:2
z has stirred up the  . . . . . . . . .2 Cor 9:2
ZEALOUS
“I have been very z  . . . . . . .1 Kin 19:10
‘I am z for Zion with  . . . . . . . . .Zech 8:2
since you are z  . . . . . . . . . . .1 Cor 14:12
But it is good to be z  . . . . . . . . .Gal 4:18
z for good works  . . . . . . . . . . .Titus 2:14
ZEBAH

King of Midian killed by Gideon, Judg
8:4–28

ZEBEDEE
Galilean fisherman; father of James and

John, Matt 4:21, 22
ZEBULUN

Sixth son of Jacob and Leah, Gen 30:19,
20

Prophecy concerning, Gen 49:13
—Tribe of:

Numbered, Num 1:30, 31; 26:27
Territory assigned to, Josh 19:10–16
Joins Gideon in battle, Judg 6:34, 35
Some respond to Hezekiah’s reforms,

2 Chr 30:10–18
Christ visits territory of, Matt 4:13–16

ZECHARIAH
King of Israel; last ruler of Jehu’s

dynasty, 2 Kin 15:8–12
—Postexilic prophet and priest, Ezra 5:1;

Zech 1:1, 7

ZEDEKIAH
Last king of Judah; uncle and successor

of Jehoiachin; reigns wickedly, 2 Kin
24:17–19; 2 Chr 36:10

Rebels against Nebuchadnezzar, 2 Chr
36:11–13

Denounced by Jeremiah, Jer 34:1–22
Consults Jeremiah, Jer 37; 38
Captured and taken to Babylon, 2 Kin

25:1–7; Jer 39:1–7

ZELOPHEHAD
Manassite whose five daughters secure

female rights, Num 27:1–7

ZEPHANIAH
Author of Zephaniah, Zeph 1:1

—Priest and friend of Jeremiah during
Zedekiah’s reign, Jer 21:1

ZERUBBABEL
Descendant of David, 1 Chr 3:1–19
Leader of Jewish exiles, Neh 7:6, 7; Hag

2:21–23
Rebuilds the temple, Ezra 3:1–10; Zech

4:1–14

ZIBA
Saul’s servant, 2 Sam 9:9
Befriends David, 2 Sam 16:1–4
Accused of deception by Mephibosheth,

2 Sam 19:17–30

ZIKLAG
City on the border of Judah, Josh 15:1,

31
Held by David, 1 Sam 27:6
Overthrown by Amalekites, 1 Sam

30:1–31

ZILPAH
Leah’s maid, Gen 29:24
Mother of Gad and Asher, Gen 30:9–13

ZIMRI
Simeonite prince slain by Phinehas,

Num 25:6–14
—King of Israel for seven days, 1 Kin

16:8–20

ZIN
Wilderness through which the Israelites

passed, Num 20:1
Border between Judah and Edom, Josh

15:1–3

ZION
Literally, an area in Jerusalem; called

the City of David, 2 Sam 5:6–9;
2 Chr 5:2

Used figuratively of God’s kingdom, Ps
125:1; Heb 12:22; Rev 14:1

ZIPPORAH
Daughter of Jethro; wife of Moses, Ex

18:1, 2

ZOAR
Ancient city of Canaan originally named

Bela, Gen 14:2, 8
Spared destruction at Lot’s request, Gen

19:20–23

ZOPHAR
Naamathite; friend of Job, Job 2:11
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Abarim, Mts. of 6, Y5
Abdon 3, X2
Abel-beth-maacah 4, Y2
Abel-keramim 3, 6, Y5
Abel-meholah 3, 4, 6, X4
Abel-shittim 6, Y5
Abila 7, Y3
Abilene 7, Y1; 8, G4
Acco 3, 4, 6, X3; 5, G4
Achaia 8, D3
Achor, V. of 3, X5
Achshaph 3, 6, X3
Achzib: Judah 6, W5
Achzib: Phoenicia 3, X2
Actium 8, D3
Adadah (Aroer) 3, W6
Adam 3, Y4
Adamah 6, X2
Adami-nekeb 6, X3
Adhaim, R. 5, H4
Adiabene 8, H3
Adithaim 6, X5
Adora 7, X5
Adramyttium 8, E3
Adria, Sea of 8, C2
Adullam 3, 4, 6, X5
Adummim 6, X5
Aegean Sea 8, E3
Aelana (Aila) 8, F5
Aelia, Wall of 9
Africa 8, C4
Agrippa’s Wall 9
Agrippias (Anthedon) 7, V5
Ahlab 3, X2
Ai 3, 6, X5
Aijalon: Dan 3, 6, X5
Aijalon: Zebulun 6, X3
Aila (Aelana) 8, F5
Akrabbim, Ascent of 3, X7
Aleppo 5, G3
Alexandria: Egypt 8, E4
Alexandria Troas 8, E3
Alexandrium 7, X4
Almon 6, X5
Almon-diblathaim 6, Y5
Amalek 4, W6
Amasea 8, G2
Amastris 8, F2
Amathus 7, Y4
Amisus 8, G2
Ammon 2 inset; 3, 4, Z4; 5, G4
Anab 3, W6
Anaharath 6, X3
Ananiah 6, X5
Anathoth 3, 4, 6, X5
Ancona 8, B2
Ancyra 8, F3
Anthedon (Agrippias) 7, V5

Antioch: Galatia 8, F3
Antioch: Syria 8, G3
Antipatris 7, W4
Antium 8, B2
Antonia Tower 9
Apamea 8, G3
Aphek: Bashan 6, Y3
Aphek: Ephraim 3, 6, W4
Aphekah 6, X5
Aphik (Aphek): Asher 3, 6, X3
Apollonia: Macedonia 8, C2
Apollonia Sozusa 7, W4
Appian Way 8, C2
Appii Forum 8, B2
Aqaba, Gulf of 2, T3
Arabah, The 3, 4, 6, Y4; 2, U2
Arabah, Sea of the 3, 4, 6, X5
Arabia 5, H5
Arabian Desert 8, G4
Arad 3, X6; 2, U1
Aram (Syria) 4, Z2
Ararat (Urartu) 5, H3
Araxes, R. 8, H3
Arbela: Assyria 5, 8, H3
Area 8, G4
Archelais: Cappadocia 8, F3
Archelais: Palestine 7, X4
Argob 4, Z3
Ariminum 8, B2
Armenia, Kingdom of 8, H3
Arnon, R. 3, 4, 7, Y6; 2, U1
Aroer: Moab 3, 4, Y6
Aroer (Adadah): Negeb 3, W6
Arpad 5, G3
Arrapkha 5, H3
Artaxata 8, H3
Arubboth 4, 6, X4
Arumah 3, 6, X4
Aruna 6, X4
Arvad 5, G4
Ascalon 7, W5
Ashan 3, W6
Ashdod 3, 4, 6, W5; 2, T1
Asher: tribe 3, 4, X2
Ashkelon 3, 4, W5
Ashnah: (nr. Sorek), Judah 6, X5
Ashnah (W. of Hebron), Judah 6, W5
Ashtaroth, 3, Z3
Asia 8, E3
Asor 3, 6, W4
Asphaltitis, L. 7, X5
Asshur 5, H3
Assos 8, E3
Assyria 5, H3
Ataroth: Ephraim 3, 6, X4
Ataroth: Moab 6, Y5
Ataroth-addar 6, X5
Athens 8, D3

Athribis 2, Q2; 5, F4
Attalia 8, F3
Auranitis 7, Z3
Avaris 2, Q2
Azekah 3, 6, W5; 2, T1
Azmon 2, T2
Aznoth-tabor 6, X3
Azotus 7, W5

Baalah (Kiriath-jearim) 3, 6, X5
Baalath 3, 4, 6, W5
Baal-gad 3, Y2
Baal-hazor 4, 6, X5
Baal-meon 6, Y5
Baal-peor 6, Y5
Baal-shalishah 6, X4
Baal-zephon 2, R2 and inset
Babylon: Egypt 8, F5
Babylon: Mesopotamia 5, 8, H4
Babylonia 5, J4
Balikh, R. 5, G3
Bamoth-baal 6, Y5
Baris: Jerusalem 1
Bashan 3, 4, Y3
Batanaea 7, Z3
Bathyra 7, Z2
Beautiful Gate 9
Beer 3, 6, X3
Beeroth: Benjamin 3, 4, 6, X5
Beeroth (Bene-jaakan) 2, T2
Beer-sheba 2, T1 and inset; 3, 4, 7, W6
Bene-berak 6, W4
Bene-jaakan (Beeroth) 2, T2
Beneventum 8, B2
Benjamin: tribe 3, 4, X5
Benjamin, Gate of 1
Beon 6, Y5
Beroea 8, D2
Bersabe (Beer-sheba) 7, W6
Berytus 5, 8, G4
Besor, Brook 3, 4, V6
Beten 6, X3
Beth-anath 3, 6, X3
Beth-anoth 6, X5
Bethany 7, X5
Betharamphtha 7, Y5
Beth-aven (Bethel) 6, X5
Beth-baal-meon 3, 6, Y5
Beth-dagon 3, 6, W5
Beth-diblathaim 6, Y5
Beth-eden (Bit-adini) 5, G3
Bethel 3, 4, 6, X5
Bethesda, Pool of 9
Beth-gilgal (Gilgal) 6, X5
Beth-haccherem 6, X5
Beth-haggan 3, X2
Beth-hanan 4, X5
Beth-haram 6, Y5
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Beth-hoglah 6, Y5
Beth-horon, Lower 3, 4, 6, X5
Beth-horon, Upper 3, 4, 6 X5
Beth-jeshimoth 3, 6, Y5
Bethlehem: Galilee 3, 6, X3
Bethlehem: Judah 3, 4, 6, 7, X5
Beth-meon 6, Y5
Beth-nimrah 3, 6, Y5
Beth-peor 3, 6, Y5
Beth-rehob: region 4, Y2
Beth-rehob: town 3, 4, Y2
Bethsaida-Julias 7, Y3
Beth-shan (Beth-shean) 6, Y4
Beth-shean 3, 4, 6, X3
Beth-shemesh: lssachar 6, Y3
Beth-shemesh: Judah 3, 4, 6, W5
Beth-tappuah 6, X5
Bethul (Bethuel) 3, W6
Bethzatha, Pool of 9
Beth-zur 3, 6, X5
Betogabri 7, W5
Betonim 3, 6, Y5
Bezek 3, 6, X4
Bezer 3, Y5
Bezetha 9
Bit-adini (Beth-eden) 5, G3
Bithynia & Pontus 8, F2
Black Sea 5, F2
Borim 6, X4
Borsippa 5, H4
Bosphorus 8, E2
Bosporan Kingdom 8, G2
Bozkath 6, W5
Bozrah 2, U2
Brundisium 8, C2
Bubastis 2, Q2
Busiris 2, Q2
Byblos (Gebal) 5, G4
Byzantium 8, E2

Cabbon 6, W5
Cabul 3, 4, 6, X3
Caesarea: Palestine 7, W4; 8, F4
Caesarea (Mazaca) 8, G3
Caesarea Philippi 7, Y2; 8, G4
Calah 5, H3
Callirrhoe 7, Y5
Calno 5, G3
Canaan 2, T1
Canopus 8, F4
Canusium 8, C2
Capernaum 7, Y3
Caphtor (Crete) 5, D3
Cappadocia 8, G3
Capreae (Capri) 8, B2
Capua 8, B2
Carchemish 5, 8, G3
Carmel 4, X6
Carmel, Mt. 3, 4, 6, 7, X3
Carrhae (Haran) 8, G3
Caspian Sea 5, K3
Catana 8, C3
Cauda 8, D4
Cenchreae 8, D3
Chephar-ammoni 6, X5
Chephirah 3, 6, X5
Cherith, Brook 6, Y4
Chersonesus 8, F2
Chesulloth 6, X3
Chezib (Achzib) 6, W5
Chinnereth 3, 6, Y3
Chinnereth, Sea of 3, 4, 6, Y3

Chios 8, E3
Chisloth-tabor 6, X3
Chorazin 7, Y3
Cilicia (Khilakku) 5, F3
Cilicia & Syria 8, G3
Cilicia Trachea 8, F3
City of David 1
City of Salt 6, X5
Cnidus 8, E3
Colchis 8, H2
Colonia Amasa (Emmaus) 7, X5
Colossae 8, E3
Comana 8, G2
Commagene 5, 8, G3
Corcyra 8, C3
Corinth 8, D3
Cos 8, E3
Court of Gentiles 9
Court of Israel 9
Court of Women 9
Crete 5, 8, D3
Croton 8, C3
Ctesiphon 8, H4
Cuthah 5, H4
Cyprus: island 5, 8, F3
Cyprus: Palestine 7, X5
Cyrenaica 8, D4
Cyrene 8, D4
Cyzicus 8, E2

Dabbesheth 6, X3
Daberath 6, X3
Dalmatia (Illyricum) 8, C2
Damascus 3, 4, 7, Z1; 5, 8, G4
Damascus Gate 9
Dan (Laish) 3, 4, Y2
Dan: tribe 3, Y2
Dan: tribe 3, W5
Danube, R. 8, D2
Dead Sea 7, X6
Debir: Judah 3, 4, W6; 2, T1
Debir: N.E. Judah 6. X5
Decapolis 7, Y3
Dedan 5, G5
Derbe 8, F3
Dibon 2, U1; 3, 4, Y6
Dion 7, Y3
Diyala, R. 5, H4
Dophkah 2, S3 and inset
Dor 3, 4, 6, W3
Dora 7, W3
Dorylaeum 8, F3
Dothan 6, X4
Dumah 5, 4, G5
Dura-Europus 8, H4
Dur-sharrukin 5, H3
Dyrrhachium 8, C2

Eastern Sea 5, J5
Ebal, Mt. 3, 4, 6, 7, X4
Eben-ezer 6, W4
Ecbatana 5, J4
Edessa 8, G3
Edom 2, U2 and inset; 3, 4, Y7; 5, G4
Edrei 3, Z3
Eglon 3, 6, W5
Egnatian Way 8, D2
Egypt 2, Q2; 5, 8, F5
Egypt, Brook of 2, S1
Egyptian Port 2, S3
Ekron 3, 4, 6, W5
Elah, V. of 3, W5

Elam 5, 8, J4
Elath 5, F5
Elealeh 6, Y5
Elon 4, 6, X5
Eltekeh 6, W5
Eltekon 6, X5
Emesa 8, G4
Emmaus (Nicopolis or Colonia Amasa)

7, W5
Enam 6, X5
En-dor 3, 6, X3
Engaddi (En-gedi) 7, X6
En-gannim 3, 6, X4
En-gedi 3, 7, X6
En-haddah 6, X3
En-rogel 1
En-shemesh 6, X5
En-tappuah 6, X4
Ephesus 8, E3
Ephraim: town 4, 6, X5
Ephraim: tribe 3, 4, X4
Ephraim, Hill Country of 6, X4
Ephron (Ophrah) 3, 6, X5
Epiphania 8, G3
Erech (Uruk) 5, J4
Eshtaol 6, X5
Eshtemoa 3, X6
Essenes, Gate of 9
Etam 3, 6, X5
Ether 6, W5
Ethiopia 5, F6
Euphrates, R. 5, 8, H3
Europus (Carchemish) 8, G3
Euxine Sea 8, F2
Ezion-geber 2, T3 and inset; 5, F5

Fair Heavens 8, D4
Farah, Wadi 6, X4
Forum of Appius 8, B2
Fullers’ Tower 9

Gabae (Hippeum) 7, X3
Gabbatha 9
Gad: tribe 3, Y4
Gadara: Decapolis 7, Y3
Gadara: Perea 7, Y4
Galatia 8, F3
Galilee 6, 7, X3
Galilee, Sea of 7, Y3
Gamala 7, Y3
Gangra 8, F2
Gath: Philistia 3, 4, 6, W6
Gath (Gittaim): Benjamin 6, W5
Gath of Sharon 6, X4
Gath-hepher 6, X3
Gath-rimmon 3, 4, 6, W4
Gaulanitis 7, Y3
Gaza 2, T1 and inset; 3, 4, 7, V6; 5, 8,

F4
Gazara 7, W5
Geba 4, 6, X5
Gebal (Byblos) 5, G4
Gederah 6, W5
Gedor 6, X5
Gennath Gate 1, 9
Gennesaret 7, Y3
Gerar 2, T1; 3, 4, W6
Gerasa 7, Y4
Gerizim, Mt. 3, 4, 6, 7, X4
Geshur 4, Y3
Geshur 6, Y3
Gethsemane 9

BETH-HOGLAH 1975 GETHSEMANE



Gezer 3, 4, 5, W5
Gibbethon 3, 6, W5
Gibeah 3, 4, 6, X5
Gibeon 3, 4, 6, X5
Gihon Spring 1
Gilboa, Mt. 3, 4, 6, X3
Gilead 3, 4, 6, Y4
Gilgal (nr. Jericho) 3, 4, 6, X5
Gilgal: Ephraim 6, X4
Gilgal: Sharon 6, W4
Giloh 3, 4, 6, X5
Gimarrai (Gomer) 5, F3
Gimzo 6, W5
Gittaim (Gath) 6, W5
Golan 3, Y3
Golgotha: Jerusalem 9
Gomer (Gimarrai) 5, F3
Gophna 7, X5
Gordion (Gordium) 5, 8, F3
Gordyene 8, H3
Goshen: Egypt 2, Q2
Goshen: Palestine 3, W6
Gozan 5, G3
Great Bitter Lake 2, R2
Greater Syrtis 8, C4
Great Plain, The 7, X3
Great Sea, The 2, S1; 3, 4, W3; 5, E4

Habor, R. 5, H3
Hadashah 6, W5
Hadid 6, W5
Halhul 6, X5
Halys R. 5, 8, G3
Ham 6, Y3
Hamath 5, G3
Hammath 3, 6, Y3
Hananel: Jerusalem 1
Hannathon 3, 6, X3
Haran 5, 8, G3
Harim 6, W5
Harod, Spring of 6, X3
Harosheth-ha-goiim 3, 6, X3
Hattina 5, G3
Hauran 5, G4
Havvoth-jair 3, 4, Y3
Hazar-addar 2, T2
Hazar-shual 3, W6
Hazor: Benjamin 6, X5
Hazor: Galilee 3, Y2
Hebron 2, U1; 3, 4, 6, 7, X5
Helam 4, Z3
Helbon 5, G4
Heleph 6, X3
Heliopolis (On) 2, Q2

and inset: 5, 8, F4
Helkath 6, X3
Hepher 3, 4, 6, W4
Heraclea 8, F2
Hermon, Mt. 3, 4, Y2
Hermopolis 5, F5
Hermus, R. 5, E3
Herod, Kingdom of 7
Herodium 7, X5
Heshbon 3, 4, 6, Y5; 2, U1
Hezekiah’s Conduit 1
High Place 4, X5
Hinnom Valley 1, 9
Hippeum (Gabae) 7, X3
Hippicus: Jerusalem 9
Hippos 7, Y3
Holon 6, X5
Horeb, Mt. 2, S4

Hormah 2, T1; 3, W6
Hukkok 6, X3
Hyrcania 7, X5

Iadanna (Cyprus) 5, F3
Ibleam 3, 6, X4
Iconium 8, F3
Idumea 7, W6
Illyricum (Dalmatia) 8, C2
Iphtah 6, X5
Iphtah-el 6, X3
Israel 4, 6, X4; 5, G4
Israel, Hill Country of 3, X4
Issachar: tribe 3, 4, X3
Istros 8, E2
Italy 8, B2
Ituraea 7, Y2

Jabbok R. 3, 4, 6, 7, Y4
Jabesh-gilead 3, 4, 6, Y4
Jabneel: Galilee 6, Y3
Jabneel (Jamneh, Jamnia): Judah 3, 6, 7,

W5
Jahaz 6, Y5
Janoah 6, X4
Japhia 6, X3
Jarmuth (Ramoth): Issachar 6, Y3
Jarmuth: Judah 3, 6, W5
Jattir 3, X6
Javan 5, E3
Jazer 4, 6, Y4
Jebel Helal 2, S2
Jebus (Jerusalem) 3, X5
Jericho 3, 4, 7, X5; 2, U1 and inset
Jerusalem 3, 4, 6, 7, X5 also 2, U1 and

inset; 5, 8, G4
Jerusalem in N.T. times 9
Jerusalem in O.T. times 1
Jeshanah 6, X4
Jezreel: V. of Jezreel 3, 4, 6, X3
Jezreel: Judah 3, X6
Jezreel, V. of 3, 4, 6, X3
Jogbehah 3, Y4
Jokneam (Jokmeam) 3, 4, 6, X3
Joppa 3, 4, 6, 7, W4; 8, F4
Jordan, R. 3, 4, 6, 7, Y4
Jotbah 6, X3
Judah: Kingdom & region 4, 6, X5; 5,

F4
Judah: tribe 3, 4, X5
Judah, Hill Country of 3, X5
Judah, Wilderness of 4, 6, X5
Judea: region 7, X5; 8, G4
Judea, Wilderness of 7, X5
Juttah 2, U1

Kabul (Cabul) 6, X2
Kabzeel 3, 4, W6
Kadesh 5, G4
Kadesh-barnea 2, T2 and inset
Kamon 3, 6, Y3
Kanah, Brook of 6, W4
Karkor 3, Z6
Kedar (Qidri) 5, G4
Kedemoth 3, Y5
Kedesh 3, Y2
Keilah 3, 6, X5
Khilakku (Cilicia) 5, F3
Khirbet Qumran 7, X5
Kidron, Brook 6, X5
Kidron Valley 1, 9
King’s Highway 2, U3

Kir-hareseth 2, U1; 4, Y6
Kiriathaim 3, 6, Y5
Kiriath-arba (Hebron) 6, X5
Kiriath-jearim 3, 4, 6, X5
Kishon, R. 3, 4, 6, X3
Kumukhu (Commagene) 5, G3

Lacedaemon (Sparta) 8, D3
Lachish 2, T1; 3, 6, W5
Lahmam 6, W5
Laish (Dan) 3, Y2
Laishah 6, X5
Lakkum 3, 6, Y3
Laodicea 8, E3
Larissa 8, D3
Larsa 5, J4
Lasea 8, D3
Lebanon 5, G4
Lebanon, Mt. 3, 4, Y1
Lebanon, V. of 3, Y2
Lebo-Hamath 5, G4
Lebonah 3, 6, X4
Lehi 6, X5
Leontes, R. 7, X2
Lesbos 8, E3
Lesser Armenia 8, G3
Libnah 3, 4, 6, W5; 2, T1
Libya 5, 8, D-E4
Little Bitter Lake 2, R2
Lo-debar 4, 6, Y3
Lod 6, W5
Lower Beth-horon 3, 4, 6, X5
Lower Sea 5, J5
Lower Zab: R. 5, H3
Lowland, The 3, 4, W5
Lycia 8, E3
Lycopolis (Siut) 5, F5
Lydda 7, W5
Lydia 5, E3
Lystra 8, F3

Maacah 4, Y2
Maarath 6, X5
Macedonia 8, D2
Machaerus 7, Y5
Madia (Medes) 5, J3
Madmannah 3, W6
Madon 3, 6, X3
Maeander R. 5, E3
Magadan (Taricheae) 7, Y3
Mahanaim 4, 6, Y4
Makaz 4, 6, W5
Makkedah 3, 6, W5
Malta 8, B3
Mamre 6, X5
Manasseh: tribe 3, 4, X4
Manasseh: tribe 3, Y3
Manasseh’s Wall 1
Mannai (Minni) 5, J3
Maon 3, X6
Mare Internum 7, W4; 8, D4
Mare Nostrum 8, D4
Mareshah 3, 6, W5
Mariamme: Jerusalem 9
Marisa 7, W5
Masada 7, X6
Mazaca (Caesarea) 8, G3
Medeba 3, 4, 6, 7, Y5; 2, U1
Medes (Madai) 5, J3
Media 8, H3
Media Atropatene 8, H3
Mediterranean Sea 7, 8
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Megiddo 3, 4, 6, X3
Megiddo, Plain of 6, X3
Melita (Malta) 8, B3
Melitene 5,8, G3
Memphis (Noph) 2, Q3 and inset also

5, 8, F5
Menzaleh, L. 2, Q1
Meribah 2, T2
Merom 3, 4, X3
Merom, Waters of 3, 6, X3
Mesembria 8, E2
Meshech (Mushki) 5, F3
Mesopotamia 8, H3
Messana 8, C3
Michmash 3, 6, X5
Middin 3, 6, X5
Midian 2, U3
Migdal 6, W4
Migdol 5, F4
Migron 6, X5
Miletus 8, E3
Milid (Melitene) 5, G3
Millo: Jerusalem 1
Minni (Mannai) 5, J3
Misrephoth-maim 3, X2
Mitylene 8, E3
Mizpah 3, 6, X5
Mizpeh 6, W5
Moab 2, U1 and inset; 3, 4, Y6; 5, G4
Moab, Plains of 6, Y5
Moesia 8, D2
Mons Casius 2, R1
Moreh, Hill of 3, 6, X3
Moresheth-gath 6, W5
Mount Baalah 3, 6, W5
Mushki (Meshech) 5, F3
Musri 5, G3
Myra 8, F3

Naarah 3, 6, X5
Nabataean Kingdom 7, 8, G4
Nahaliel, R. 4, 6, Y5
Nahalol 3, 6, X3
Nairi 5, H3
Naissus 8, D2
Naphath-Dor 3, X3
Naphtali: tribe 3, 4, X3
Naucratis 8, F4
Nazareth 7, X3
Neapoils: Italy 8, B2
Neapolis: Macedonia 8, D2
Neapolis: Palestine 7, X4
Neballat 6, W5
Nebo: Judah 6, X5
Nebo: Moab 6, Y5
Nebo, Mt. 3, 6, Y5; 2, U1
Negeb, The 2, T1; 3, 4, W6
Neiel 6, X3
Netophah 4, 6, X5
Nezib 6, X5
Nibshan 3, 6, X5
Nicaea 8, E2
Nicephorum 8, G3
Nicomedia 8, E2
Nicopolis (Emmaus) 7, X5
Nicopolis: Greece 8, D3
Nile, R. 5, 8, F5
Nineveh 5, H3
Ninus 8, H3
Nippur 5, J4
Nisibis 8, H3

Nob 6, X5
Noph (Memphis) 2, Q3; 5, F5

Oboth 2, U2
Odessus 8, E2
Oeseus 8, D2
Olives, Mt. of 1, 9
Olympia 8, D3
On (Heliopolis) 2, Q2; 5, F4
Ono 6, W4
Ophel: Jerusalem 1
Ophlas: Jerusalem 9
Ophrah (Ephron) 3, 6, X5
Orontes, R. 5, 8, G3
Osroëne 8, G3
Ostia 8, B2
Oxyrhynchus 8, F5

Paestum 8, B2
Palace: Jerusalem 1
Palmyra 8, G4
Pamphylia 8, F3
Paneas 7, Y2
Panormus 8, B3
Paphos 8, F4
Parah 6, X5
Paran, Wilderness of 2, T3
Parthian Empire 8, H3
Patara 8, E3
Pekod (Puqudu) 5, J4
Pella 6, 7, Y4
Pellusium 2, R1 and inset; 5, 8, F4
Peniel (Penuel) 3, 6, Y4
Perea 7, Y5
Perga 8, F3
Pergamum 8, E3
Perusia 8, B2
Pessinus 8, F3
Petra 8, G4
Phasael: Jerusalem 9
Phasaelis 7, X4
Philadelphia: Asia 8, E3
Philadelphia (Rabbah): E. of R. Jordan

7, Y5
Philippi 8, D2
Philippopolis 8, D2
Philistia 6, W5
Philistia, Plain of 2, T1
Philistines 3, 4, W5
Phoenix 8, D3
Phrygia 5, F3
Pi-beseth 2, Q2
Pirathon 3, 4, 6, X4
Pisgah, Mt. 3, 6, Y5
Pisidia 8, F3
Pithom 2, Q2
Pompeii 8, B2
Pontus Euxinus 8, F2
Pools: Jerusalem 1, 9
Praetorium: Jerusalem 9
Prusa 8, E2
Psephinus: Jerusalem 9
Ptolemais 7, X3; 8, G4
Punon 2, U2
Puqudu (Pekod) 5, J4
Puteoli 8, B2

Qantir 2, Q2
Qarqar 5, G4
Qidri (Kedar) 5, G4
Qumran, Khirbet 7, X5

Rabbah: Judah 6, X5
Rabbah (Rabbath-ammon): Ammon 3, 4,

7, Y5
Rakkath 6, Y3
Ramah: Benjamin 3, 6, X5
Ramah (Ramathaim-zophim): Ephraim

6, X4
Ramathaim-zophim 3, 6, X4
Ramath-mizpeh 6, Y4
Rameses 2, Q2 and inset
Ramoth 6, Y3
Ramoth-gilead 3, 4, Z4
Raphana 7, Z3
Raphia 2, T1 and inset; 5, F4; 7, V6
Red Sea 2, R3 & T4 and inset; 5, 8, F5
Rehob 3, 6, X3
Remeth (Ramoth) 6, X3
Reuben: tribe 3, Y5
Rezeph 5, G3
Rhegium 8, C3
Rhodes 5, 8, E3
Riblah 5, G4
Rimmon: Benjamin 3, 6, X5
Rimmon: Galilee 3, 6, X3
Rogelim 4, 6, Y3
Roman Empire 8
Rome 8, B2
Royal Porch: Jerusalem 9
Rumah 6, X3

Saba (Sheba) 5, G6
Sais 5, 8, F4
Salamis 8, F3
Salecah 5, G4
Salmone 8, E3
Salonae 8, C2
Salt, V. of 4, X6
Salt Sea 2, U1; 3, 4, 6, X5
Samal 5, G3
Samaria: region 7, X4
Samaria: town 6, 7, X4; 5, G4
Samos 8, E3
Samosata 8, G3
Samothrace 8, E2
Sangarius, R. 5, F2
Sanhedrin: Jerusalem 9
Saqqarah 2, Q3
Sardica 8, D2
Sardis 5, 8, E3
Sarepta 7, X2
Sarid 6, X3
Scodra 8, C2
Scupi 8, D2
Scythopolis 7, X3
Sebaste (Samaria) 7, X4
Secacah 3, 6, X5
Sela 2, U2 and inset; 5, G4
Selcucia: Asia Minor 8, F3
Seleucia: Mesopotamia 8, H4
Sepharad (Sardis) 5, E3
Sepphoris 7, X3
Serabit el-Khadim 2, S3
Shaalbim 3, 4, 6, W5
Sharon, Plain of 4, 6, 7, W4
Sheba (Saba) 5, G6
Shechem 3, 4, 6, X4
Shephelah 4, W5
Shihor-libnath 6, W3
Shikkeron 3, 6, W5
Shiloh 3, 4, 6, X4
Shimron 3, 6, X3
Shittim 3, 6, Y5; 2, U1
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Shunem 3, 6, X3
Shur, Wilderness of 2, S2
Shushan (Susa) 5, J4
Sibmah 6, Y5
Sicily 8, B3
Side 8, G2
Sidon 3, 4, 7, X1; 5, 8, G4
Sidonians 4, X2
Siloam: Jerusalem 1
Siloam, Pool of 9
Simeon: tribe 3, W6
Sin (Pelusium) 2, R1
Sin, Wilderness of 2, S3
Sinai: region 2, S3 and inset; 5, F5
Sinai, Mt. (?) (Jebel-Helal) 2, S2
Sinai, Mt. (Mt. Horeb) 2, S4; 8, F5
Singidunum 8, D2
Sinope 8, G2
Siphtan 6, X4
Sippar 5, H4
Sirbonis, L. 2, S1
Sirmium 8, C2
Siut (Lycopolis) 5, F5
Smyrna 8, E3
Socoh: Israel 3, 4, 6, X4
Socoh (Soco): Judah 3, 6, W5
Solomon’s Pool 9
Solomon’s Porch 9
Solomon’s Wall 1
Sorek 3, 4, 6, W5
Sparta (Lacedaemon) 8, D3
Strato’s Tower 7, W3
Succoth: Egypt 2, R2 and inset
Succoth: Palestine 3, 4, 6, Y4
Suez, Gulf of 2, R3
Susa (Shushan) 5, J4
Sybaris 8, C3
Syene 5, F6
Syracuse 8, C3
Syria 4, Z1; 5, G4
Syria, Province of 7, X1

Taanach 3, 4, 6, X3
Tabal (Tubal) 5, G3
Tabbath 3, 6, Y4
Tabor, Mt. 3, 6, X3
Tadmor (Tadmar) 5, G4
Tahpanhes 5, F4

Tamar 4, X7
Tanis 2, Q2; 5, F4
Tappuah 3, 6, X4
Taralah 6, X5
Tarentum 8, C2
Tarichaea (Magadan) 7, Y3
Tarracina 8, B2
Tarsus 8, F3
Tavium 8, F3
Tekoa 4, 6, X5
Tell el-Yahudiyeh 2, Q2
Tema 5, 8, G5
Teman 2, U2
Temple: Jerusalem 1, 9
Thamna 7, X4
Thebes 5, F5
Thebez 3, 4, 6, X4
Thessalonica 8, D2
Thessaly 8, D3
Thrace 8, E2
Three Taverns 8, B2
Thyatira 8, E3
Tiber, R. 8, B2
Tiberias 8, G4; 7, Y3
Tigranocerta 8, H3
Tigris, R. 5, 8, H4
Til-garimmu 5, G3
Timnah: Hill Country of Judah 3, 6, X5
Timnah: Dan 3, 6, W5
Timnath-serah (Timnath) 3, 6, X5
Timsah, L. 2, R2
Tipsah 5, G3
Tirzah 3, 6, X4
Tishbe 6, Y4
Tjaru (Zilu) 2, R2
Tob 3, 4, Z3
Togarmah 5, G3
Tomi 8, E2
Topheth: Jerusalem 1
Trachonitis 7, Z2
Trapezus 8, G2
Tripolis 8, G4
Troas (Alexandria Troas) 8, E3
Tubal (Tabal) 5, G3
Turushpa (Tuspar) 5, H3
Tyre 3, 4, 7, X2; 5, 8, G4

Ulatha 7, Y2

Upper Beth horon 3, 4, 6, X5
Upper Sea, The 5, E4
Upper Zab: R. 5, H3
Ur, 5, J4
Urartu (Ararat) 5, H3
Urmia, Lake 5, 8, J3
Uruk (Erech) 5, J4
Ushu 5, G4
Usiana 5, F3

Van, Lake 5, 8, H3
Viminacium 8, D2

Western Sea, The 5, E4

Yarmuk, Wadi 6, 7, Y3
Yazith 6, X4
Yehem 6, X4
Yiron 3, X2

Zaanannim 6, X3
Zab, Upper & Lower 5, H3
Zair (Zior) 6, X5
Zanoah 6, X5
Zaphon 3, Y4
Zarethan 3, 4, 6, Y4
Zebulun: tribe 3, 4, X3
Zela 3, X5
Zemaraim 6, X5
Zered, Brook 3, 4, Y7
Zeredah: Ephraim 4, 6, X4
Zeredah (Zarethan): Jordan valley 3, 6,

Y4
Zererah: Jordan valley 6, Y4
Zereth-shahar 3, 6, Y5
Zeugma 8, G3
Ziddim 6, Y3
Ziklag 3, 4, W6
Zilu (Tjaru) 2, R2
Zin, Wilderness of 2, T2
Zion, Wall of 1
Zior (Zair) 6, X5
Ziph: Hill Country of Judah 3, X6
Ziph: Negeb 3, W7
Ziz, Ascent of 6, X5
Zoan 2, Q2; 5, F4
Zobah 4, Z1
Zorah 3, 6, W5

SHUNEM 1978 ZORAH




































	Cover
	Contributors
	Contents
	The Old Testament
	The New Testament

	Introduction
	Preface
	How to Use This Study Bible
	The Overall Plan of The Bible
	THE OLD TESTAMENT
	GENESIS
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 16
	CHAPTER 17
	CHAPTER 18
	CHAPTER 19
	CHAPTER 20
	CHAPTER 21
	CHAPTER 22
	CHAPTER 23
	CHAPTER 24
	CHAPTER 25
	CHAPTER 26
	CHAPTER 27
	CHAPTER 28
	CHAPTER 29
	CHAPTER 30
	CHAPTER 31
	CHAPTER 32
	CHAPTER 33
	CHAPTER 34
	CHAPTER 35
	CHAPTER 36
	CHAPTER 37
	CHAPTER 38
	CHAPTER 39
	CHAPTER 40
	CHAPTER 41
	CHAPTER 42
	CHAPTER 43
	CHAPTER 44
	CHAPTER 45
	CHAPTER 46
	CHAPTER 47
	CHAPTER 48
	CHAPTER 49
	CHAPTER 50

	EXODUS
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 16
	CHAPTER 17
	CHAPTER 18
	CHAPTER 19
	CHAPTER 20
	CHAPTER 21
	CHAPTER 22
	CHAPTER 23
	CHAPTER 24
	CHAPTER 25
	CHAPTER 26
	CHAPTER 27
	CHAPTER 28
	CHAPTER 29
	CHAPTER 30
	CHAPTER 31
	CHAPTER 32
	CHAPTER 33
	CHAPTER 34
	CHAPTER 35
	CHAPTER 36
	CHAPTER 37
	CHAPTER 38
	CHAPTER 39
	CHAPTER 40

	LEVITICUS
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 16
	CHAPTER 17
	CHAPTER 18
	CHAPTER 19
	CHAPTER 20
	CHAPTER 21
	CHAPTER 22
	CHAPTER 23
	CHAPTER 24
	CHAPTER 25
	CHAPTER 26
	CHAPTER 27

	NUMBERS
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 16
	CHAPTER 17
	CHAPTER 18
	CHAPTER 19
	CHAPTER 20
	CHAPTER 21
	CHAPTER 22
	CHAPTER 23
	CHAPTER 24
	CHAPTER 25
	CHAPTER 26
	CHAPTER 27
	CHAPTER 28
	CHAPTER 29
	CHAPTER 30
	CHAPTER 31
	CHAPTER 32
	CHAPTER 33
	CHAPTER 34
	CHAPTER 35
	CHAPTER 36

	DEUTERONOMY
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 16
	CHAPTER 17
	CHAPTER 18
	CHAPTER 19
	CHAPTER 20
	CHAPTER 21
	CHAPTER 22
	CHAPTER 23
	CHAPTER 24
	CHAPTER 25
	CHAPTER 26
	CHAPTER 27
	CHAPTER 28
	CHAPTER 29
	CHAPTER 30
	CHAPTER 31
	CHAPTER 32
	CHAPTER 33
	CHAPTER 34

	JOSHUA
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 16
	CHAPTER 17
	CHAPTER 18
	CHAPTER 19
	CHAPTER 20
	CHAPTER 21
	CHAPTER 22
	CHAPTER 23
	CHAPTER 24

	JUDGES
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 16
	CHAPTER 17
	CHAPTER 18
	CHAPTER 19
	CHAPTER 20
	CHAPTER 21

	RUTH
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4

	1 SAMUEL
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 16
	CHAPTER 17
	CHAPTER 18
	CHAPTER 19
	CHAPTER 20
	CHAPTER 21
	CHAPTER 22
	CHAPTER 23
	CHAPTER 24
	CHAPTER 25
	CHAPTER 26
	CHAPTER 27
	CHAPTER 28
	CHAPTER 29
	CHAPTER 30
	CHAPTER 31

	2 SAMUEL
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 16
	CHAPTER 17
	CHAPTER 18
	CHAPTER 19
	CHAPTER 20
	CHAPTER 21
	CHAPTER 22
	CHAPTER 23
	CHAPTER 24

	1 KINGS
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 16
	CHAPTER 17
	CHAPTER 18
	CHAPTER 19
	CHAPTER 20
	CHAPTER 21
	CHAPTER 22

	2 KINGS
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 16
	CHAPTER 17
	CHAPTER 18
	CHAPTER 19
	CHAPTER 20
	CHAPTER 21
	CHAPTER 22
	CHAPTER 23
	CHAPTER 24
	CHAPTER 25

	1 CHRONICLES
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 16
	CHAPTER 17
	CHAPTER 18
	CHAPTER 19
	CHAPTER 20
	CHAPTER 21
	CHAPTER 22
	CHAPTER 23
	CHAPTER 24
	CHAPTER 25
	CHAPTER 26
	CHAPTER 27
	CHAPTER 28
	CHAPTER 29

	2 CHRONICLES
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 16
	CHAPTER 17
	CHAPTER 18
	CHAPTER 19
	CHAPTER 20
	CHAPTER 21
	CHAPTER 22
	CHAPTER 23
	CHAPTER 24
	CHAPTER 25
	CHAPTER 26
	CHAPTER 27
	CHAPTER 28
	CHAPTER 29
	CHAPTER 30
	CHAPTER 31
	CHAPTER 32
	CHAPTER 33
	CHAPTER 34
	CHAPTER 35
	CHAPTER 36

	EZRA
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10

	NEHEMIAH
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13

	ESTHER
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10

	JOB
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 16
	CHAPTER 17
	CHAPTER 18
	CHAPTER 19
	CHAPTER 20
	CHAPTER 21
	CHAPTER 22
	CHAPTER 23
	CHAPTER 24
	CHAPTER 25
	CHAPTER 26
	CHAPTER 27
	CHAPTER 28
	CHAPTER 29
	CHAPTER 30
	CHAPTER 31
	CHAPTER 32
	CHAPTER 33
	CHAPTER 34
	CHAPTER 35
	CHAPTER 36
	CHAPTER 37
	CHAPTER 38
	CHAPTER 39
	CHAPTER 40
	CHAPTER 41
	CHAPTER 42

	PSALMS
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 16
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 17
	CHAPTER 18
	CHAPTER 19
	CHAPTER 20
	CHAPTER 21
	CHAPTER 22
	CHAPTER 23
	CHAPTER 24
	CHAPTER 25
	CHAPTER 26
	CHAPTER 27
	CHAPTER 29
	CHAPTER 28
	CHAPTER 30
	CHAPTER 31
	CHAPTER 32
	CHAPTER 33
	CHAPTER 34
	CHAPTER 35
	CHAPTER 36
	CHAPTER 37
	CHAPTER 38
	CHAPTER 39
	CHAPTER 40
	CHAPTER 41
	CHAPTER 42
	CHAPTER 43
	CHAPTER 44
	CHAPTER 45
	CHAPTER 46
	CHAPTER 47
	CHAPTER 48
	CHAPTER 49
	CHAPTER 50
	CHAPTER 51
	CHAPTER 52
	CHAPTER 53
	CHAPTER 54
	CHAPTER 55
	CHAPTER 56
	CHAPTER 57
	CHAPTER 58
	CHAPTER 59
	CHAPTER 60
	CHAPTER 61
	CHAPTER 62
	CHAPTER 63
	CHAPTER 64
	CHAPTER 65
	CHAPTER 66
	CHAPTER 67
	CHAPTER 68
	CHAPTER 69
	CHAPTER 70
	CHAPTER 71
	CHAPTER 72
	CHAPTER 73
	CHAPTER 74
	CHAPTER 75
	CHAPTER 77
	CHAPTER 76
	CHAPTER 78
	CHAPTER 79
	CHAPTER 80
	CHAPTER 81
	CHAPTER 82
	CHAPTER 83
	CHAPTER 84
	CHAPTER 85
	CHAPTER 86
	CHAPTER 87
	CHAPTER 88
	CHAPTER 89
	CHAPTER 90
	CHAPTER 91
	CHAPTER 92
	CHAPTER 93
	CHAPTER 94
	CHAPTER 95
	CHAPTER 96
	CHAPTER 97
	CHAPTER 98
	CHAPTER 99
	CHAPTER 100
	CHAPTER 101
	CHAPTER 102
	CHAPTER 103
	CHAPTER 104
	CHAPTER 105
	CHAPTER 106
	CHAPTER 107
	CHAPTER 108
	CHAPTER 109
	CHAPTER 110
	CHAPTER 111
	CHAPTER 112
	CHAPTER 113
	CHAPTER 115
	CHAPTER 114
	CHAPTER 116
	CHAPTER 117
	CHAPTER 118
	CHAPTER 119
	CHAPTER 120
	CHAPTER 121
	CHAPTER 122
	CHAPTER 123
	CHAPTER 124
	CHAPTER 125
	CHAPTER 126
	CHAPTER 127
	CHAPTER 128
	CHAPTER 129
	CHAPTER 130
	CHAPTER 131
	CHAPTER 132
	CHAPTER 133
	CHAPTER 134
	CHAPTER 135
	CHAPTER 136
	CHAPTER 137
	CHAPTER 138
	CHAPTER 139
	CHAPTER 140
	CHAPTER 141
	CHAPTER 142
	CHAPTER 143
	CHAPTER 144
	CHAPTER 145
	CHAPTER 146
	CHAPTER 147
	CHAPTER 148
	CHAPTER 149
	CHAPTER 150

	PROVERBS
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 16
	CHAPTER 17
	CHAPTER 18
	CHAPTER 19
	CHAPTER 20
	CHAPTER 21
	CHAPTER 22
	CHAPTER 23
	CHAPTER 24
	CHAPTER 25
	CHAPTER 26
	CHAPTER 27
	CHAPTER 28
	CHAPTER 29
	CHAPTER 30
	CHAPTER 31

	ECCLESIASTES
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 12

	SONG OF SOLOMON
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8

	ISAIAH
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 16
	CHAPTER 17
	CHAPTER 18
	CHAPTER 19
	CHAPTER 20
	CHAPTER 21
	CHAPTER 22
	CHAPTER 23
	CHAPTER 24
	CHAPTER 25
	CHAPTER 26
	CHAPTER 27
	CHAPTER 28
	CHAPTER 29
	CHAPTER 30
	CHAPTER 31
	CHAPTER 32
	CHAPTER 33
	CHAPTER 34
	CHAPTER 35
	CHAPTER 36
	CHAPTER 37
	CHAPTER 38
	CHAPTER 39
	CHAPTER 40
	CHAPTER 41
	CHAPTER 42
	CHAPTER 43
	CHAPTER 44
	CHAPTER 45
	CHAPTER 46
	CHAPTER 47
	CHAPTER 48
	CHAPTER 49
	CHAPTER 50
	CHAPTER 51
	CHAPTER 52
	CHAPTER 53
	CHAPTER 54
	CHAPTER 55
	CHAPTER 56
	CHAPTER 57
	CHAPTER 58
	CHAPTER 59
	CHAPTER 60
	CHAPTER 61
	CHAPTER 62
	CHAPTER 63
	CHAPTER 64
	CHAPTER 65
	CHAPTER 66

	JEREMIAH
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 16
	CHAPTER 17
	CHAPTER 18
	CHAPTER 19
	CHAPTER 20
	CHAPTER 21
	CHAPTER 22
	CHAPTER 23
	CHAPTER 24
	CHAPTER 25
	CHAPTER 26
	CHAPTER 27
	CHAPTER 28
	CHAPTER 29
	CHAPTER 30
	CHAPTER 31
	CHAPTER 32
	CHAPTER 33
	CHAPTER 34
	CHAPTER 35
	CHAPTER 36
	CHAPTER 37
	CHAPTER 38
	CHAPTER 39
	CHAPTER 40
	CHAPTER 41
	CHAPTER 42
	CHAPTER 43
	CHAPTER 44
	CHAPTER 45
	CHAPTER 46
	CHAPTER 47
	CHAPTER 48
	CHAPTER 49
	CHAPTER 50
	CHAPTER 51
	CHAPTER 52

	LAMENTATIONS
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5

	EZEKIEL
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 16
	CHAPTER 17
	CHAPTER 18
	CHAPTER 19
	CHAPTER 20
	CHAPTER 21
	CHAPTER 22
	CHAPTER 23
	CHAPTER 24
	CHAPTER 25
	CHAPTER 26
	CHAPTER 27
	CHAPTER 28
	CHAPTER 29
	CHAPTER 30
	CHAPTER 31
	CHAPTER 32
	CHAPTER 33
	CHAPTER 34
	CHAPTER 35
	CHAPTER 36
	CHAPTER 37
	CHAPTER 38
	CHAPTER 39
	CHAPTER 40
	CHAPTER 41
	CHAPTER 42
	CHAPTER 43
	CHAPTER 44
	CHAPTER 45
	CHAPTER 46
	CHAPTER 47
	CHAPTER 48

	DANIEL
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12

	HOSEA
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14

	JOEL
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3

	AMOS
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9

	OBADIAH
	JONAH
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 4

	MICAH
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7

	NAHUM
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3

	HABAKKUK
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3

	ZEPHANIAH
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3

	HAGGAI
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2

	ZECHARIAH
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14

	MALACHI
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4


	THE NEW TESTAMENT
	MATTHEW
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 16
	CHAPTER 17
	CHAPTER 18
	CHAPTER 19
	CHAPTER 20
	CHAPTER 21
	CHAPTER 22
	CHAPTER 23
	CHAPTER 24
	CHAPTER 25
	CHAPTER 26
	CHAPTER 27
	CHAPTER 28

	MARK
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 16

	LUKE
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 16
	CHAPTER 17
	CHAPTER 18
	CHAPTER 19
	CHAPTER 20
	CHAPTER 21
	CHAPTER 22
	CHAPTER 23
	CHAPTER 24

	JOHN
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 16
	CHAPTER 17
	CHAPTER 18
	CHAPTER 19
	CHAPTER 20
	CHAPTER 21

	ACTS
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 16
	CHAPTER 17
	CHAPTER 18
	CHAPTER 19
	CHAPTER 20
	CHAPTER 21
	CHAPTER 22
	CHAPTER 23
	CHAPTER 24
	CHAPTER 25
	CHAPTER 26
	CHAPTER 27
	CHAPTER 28

	ROMANS
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 16

	1 CORINTHIANS
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 16

	2 CORINTHIANS
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13

	GALATIANS
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6

	EPHESIANS
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6

	PHILIPPIANS
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4

	COLOSSIANS
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4

	1 THESSALONIANS
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5

	2 THESSALONIANS
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3

	1 TIMOTHY
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6

	2 TIMOTHY
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4

	TITUS
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3

	PHILEMON
	HEBREWS
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13

	JAMES
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5

	1 PETER
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5

	2 PETER
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3

	1 JOHN
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5

	2 JOHN
	3 JOHN
	JUDE
	REVELATION
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 16
	CHAPTER 17
	CHAPTER 18
	CHAPTER 19
	CHAPTER 20
	CHAPTER 21
	CHAPTER 22


	Monies, Weights and Measures
	MONIES
	WEIGHTS
	MEASURES OF LENGTH
	LIQUID MEASURES
	DRY MEASURES

	Subject Chain References
	Subject Index
	AARON
	ABOMINATION
	ABRAHAM
	ADAMIC
	ADOPTION
	AFFLICTION
	AGES
	ALTAR
	AMBITION
	ANGELS
	ANGER
	ANGER (divine)
	APOSTLES
	ARAMEANS (SYRIANS)
	ATONEMENT
	BACKSLIDING (turning from God)
	BAPTISM
	BEASTS
	BEAUTY
	BIRTHS
	BLASPHEMY
	BLESSED
	BLINDNESS
	BLOOD
	BLOOD OF THE COVENANT
	BODY (human)
	BODY of Christ
	BOLDNESS
	BONDAGE
	BONDAGE (spiritual)
	BOOK of Life
	BOOK of the Law
	BRANCH (of the Lord)
	BREAD
	BREATH (life)
	BREATH of God
	BROTHERS
	BURDEN
	BURNT OFFERINGS
	CALL
	CALLING (of individuals)
	CAPTIVITY
	CARE
	CHARGE
	CHILDREN
	OBEDIENT
	CHRIST
	CHRIST LIFE ON EARTH
	CHARACTER OF
	COMPASSION OF
	CHRISTS
	CHURCH
	CIRCUMCISION
	CLOUD
	COMMANDMENTS (TEN)
	COMMUNION
	COMMUNION OF SAINTS
	CONDEMNATION
	CONFESSION
	CONSCIENCE
	CONSOLATION
	CONVERSION
	COUNSEL
	COURAGE
	COVENANT
	COVENANT OF GOD
	COVETOUSNESS
	CREATION
	CREATOR
	CREATURE
	CROSS
	CROWN
	CURSE
	CURSED
	CURTAIN
	DARKNESS
	DEATH
	DECEIT
	DELIVERANCES
	DETESTING BY GOD
	DEVIL
	DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
	DISEASES
	DISOBEDIENCE
	DOCTRINE
	DOCTRINES
	DREAMS
	DRUNKENNESS
	ELECTION
	FAITH
	FAITHFULNESS
	FASTING
	FATHERLESS
	FATHERS
	FEAR
	FELLOWSHIP
	FILTHINESS
	FIRE
	FIRSTBORN
	FORGIVENESS
	FORGIVENESS OF SIN
	FRAGRANCE
	FRIENDS
	FRIENDSHIP
	GENEALOGIES
	GENTILES
	GENTLENESS
	GIFTS
	GLORIFY GOD
	GOD
	GOD AS A SPIRIT
	HIS GLORY
	HIS GOODNESS
	HIS GIFTS
	HIS SPIRITUAL GIFTS
	HIS TEMPORAL GIFTS
	HIS JOY OVER HIS PEOPLE
	HIS LAW
	HIS ATTRIBUTES
	HIS CHARACTERS
	HIS NAMES
	HEALTH
	HEART
	HEAVEN
	HERESIES
	HOLINESS
	HOLY SPIRIT
	HONOR
	HOPE
	HOSPITALITY
	IDOLATRY
	INTERCESSION
	ISAIAH
	ISRAELITES
	JACOB
	JEREMIAH (prophet)
	JERUSALEM
	JESUS
	JOB
	JOHN
	JOHN THE BAPTIST
	JOSEPH son of Jacob
	JOSEPH son of Heli
	JOSEPH of Arimathea
	JOSEPH (Barsabbas), Justus
	JOSHUA
	JUDGMENT
	JUSTICE of God
	JUSTIFICATION
	KINGDOM
	KINGDOMS
	KINGS
	KNOWLEDGE
	LABOR
	LAMENTATION
	LAW of God
	LAW of Moses
	LAZINESS
	LETTERS
	LIARS
	LIBERTY
	LIFE
	LIGHT
	LORD
	LOVE
	LYING
	MAN
	MARY
	MEEKNESS
	MERCY
	MESSIAH (Anointed One, Christ)
	MIND
	MINISTERS
	MINISTRY of the Gospel
	MIRACLES
	MOABITES
	MOON
	MOSES
	MOTHERS
	MOURNING
	MOUTH
	MURDER
	MUSIC
	MYSTERY
	NAME
	NEHEMIAH
	NEIGHBOR
	NEW BIRTH (born again)
	NIGHT
	OATHS
	OBEDIENCE
	OFFERING (of Christ)
	ORACLE
	PARABLES
	PARADISE
	PARDON
	PASSOVER
	PATIENCE
	PAUL
	PEACE
	PENIEL
	PERFECTION
	PERSECUTION
	PERSEVERANCE
	PERSIA
	PERSIAN EMPIRE
	PESTILENCE
	PETER
	PHARISEES
	PHILISTINES
	PLAGUE
	PLEADING
	PLEASURES
	POLLUTIONS
	POOR
	POWER
	PRAISE
	PRAYER
	PRAYERS (of Christ)
	PREACHING
	PREDESTINATION
	PRESUMPTION
	PRESUMPTUOUS
	PRIDE
	PRIESTHOOD
	PRIESTS
	PRINCE
	PRINCIPALITIES
	PROMISES
	PROPHECIES
	PROPHECY
	PROPHETESSES
	PROPHETS
	PROPHETS, false
	THE PSALMS
	PUNISHMENTS
	PUNS
	PURITY
	RAIN
	READING
	REBUKE
	RECONCILIATION
	REDEMPTION
	REMISSION
	REPENTANCE
	RESURRECTION
	REVERENCE
	REVOLT
	REWARD
	RICHES
	RIGHTEOUSNESS
	RIVER
	ROCK
	RUTH
	SABBATH
	SACRIFICES
	SADDUCEES (named from Zadok, founder of the sect)
	SAINTS
	SALT
	SALT SEA (Siddim)
	SAMUEL
	SANCTIFICATION
	SANCTIFIED
	SANCTUARY
	SAVIOR
	SCRIBES
	SCRIPTURES
	SEALED
	SEARCHER
	SEED
	SELF-DENIAL
	SELF-EXAMINATION
	SELFISHNESS
	SERMON
	SERPENT
	SEVENTY
	SHEEP
	SHEPHERD
	SICK
	SICKNESS
	SIGNS
	SIN
	SINS, NATIONAL
	SLEEP
	SNAKES
	SOJOURNERS (among the Israelites)
	SON OF GOD
	SON OF MAN
	SONGS
	SONS
	SORROW
	SPIES
	SPIRIT
	SPRINKLING
	STAR
	STARS
	STONE
	STONING
	STORMS
	STRENGTH
	STRIFE
	SUBMISSION
	SUCCOTH (Canaan)
	SUFFERINGS
	SUN
	SUPPER
	SWORD
	SYRIANS
	TABERNACLE
	TABLETS
	TALEBEARERS
	TALKING
	TARSHISH
	TEACHERS
	TEACHING
	TEARING
	TEMPLE
	TEMPLE (house of God)
	TEMPLE of Jerusalem
	TESTAMENT
	TESTIMONY
	THANKS
	THANKSGIVING
	THIEF
	TIME
	TIMES
	TITHES
	TONGUE
	TORMENT
	TREACHERY
	TRUMPETS
	TRUST
	TRUTH
	UNBELIEF
	UNBELIEVERS
	UNITY
	VANITY
	VEIL
	VENGEANCE
	VINE
	VINEYARD
	VISIONS
	VOICE
	WAITING
	WALKING
	WANTONNESS
	WASHING
	WATCHFULNESS
	WATCHMEN
	WATER
	WATERS
	WEEPING
	WHITE GARMENTS
	WICKED
	WIDOWS
	WILDERNESS
	WILL
	WILL OF GOD
	WIND
	WINE
	WISDOM
	WITCHCRAFT
	WITNESS
	WITNESSES
	WORD
	WORKS
	WORSHIP
	WRATH
	YOUNG
	ZEAL

	Index to Proper Names
	AARON, a-´ron, light (?). Ex. 4:14.
	ABADDON, a-bad-´don, destruction.
	ABANA, a-ba-´nah, stony.
	ABARIM, a-ba-´rim, regions beyond. Num.
	ABBA, ab-´bah, father. Mark 14:36; Rom.
	ABDON, ab-´don, servile. A judge. Judg.
	ABED-NEGO, a-bed-´ne-go, servant or
	ABEL, a-´bel, (1) vanity. Gen. 4:2. (2) A
	ABEL-BETH-MAACHAH, a-´bel-beth-ma-´a-kah,
	ABEL-MAIM, a-´bel-ma-´im, m. of the
	ABEL-MEHOLAH, a-´bel-me-ho-´lah, m. of
	ABEL-MIZRAIM, a-´bel-miz-ra-´im, m. of
	ABEL-SHITTIM, a-´bel-shit-´im, m. of
	ABI, a-´bi, shortened form of ABIAH.
	ABIA, a-bi-´ah, Greek form of following.
	ABIAH, a-bi-´ah, same as ABIJAH. 2 Kin.
	ABI-ALBON, a-´bi-al-´bon, father of
	ABIASAPH, a-bi-´a-saf, f. of gathering. Ex.
	ABIATHAR, ab-ia-´thar, f. of plenty. 1 Sam.
	ABIB, a-´bib, an ear of corn, or green ear.
	ABIDAH, a-bi-´dah, father of knowledge.
	ABIDAN, a-bi-´dan, f. of a judge. Num.
	ABIEL, a-bi-´el, f. of strength. 1 Sam. 9:1. ABIEZER, a-´bi-e-´zer, f. of help. Josh. 17:2.
	ABIGAIL, a-bi-ga-´le, father of exultation.
	ABIHU, a-bi-´hoo, He (i.e. God) is my f.
	ABIJAH, a-bi-´jah, f. of Jehovah. 1 Kin.
	ABIJAM, a-bi-´jam, another mode of
	ABILENE, a-´bi-le-´ne, a grassy place (?).
	ABIMELECH, a-bi-´me-lek, f. of the king.
	ABINADAB, a-bi-´na-dab, f. of nobility.
	ABINER, ab-´ner, same as ABNER. 1 Sam.
	ABINOAM, a-bi-no-´am, f. of pleasantness.
	ABIRAM, a-bi-´ram, f. of loftiness. Num.
	ABISHAG, a-bi-´shag, f. of error (?). 1 Kin.
	ABISHAI, a-bi-´shai, f. of a gift. 1 Sam.
	ABISHALOM, a-bi-´sha-lom´, f. of peace.
	ABNER, ab-´ner, f. of light. 1 Sam. 14:50.
	ABRAM, ab-´ram, a high f. Gen. 11:26. ABRAHAM, a-´bra-ham, f. of a great
	ABSALOM, ab-´sa-lom, f. of peace. 2 Sam.
	ACELDAMA, a-kel-´da-mah´, field of blood.
	ACHAIA, a-ka-´yah, Greece. Acts 18:12.
	ACHAN, or ACHAR, a-´kan, a-´kar,
	ACHISH, a-´kish, angry (?).
	ACHOR, a-´kor, trouble. Josh. 7:24.
	ACHSAH, ak-´sah, anklet. Josh. 15:16.
	ACHZIB, ak-´zib, deceit. Josh. 15:44. ADADAH, a´d-a-dah, festival (?). Josh.
	ADAIAH, a-da-´yah, whom Jehovah
	ADAM, a-´dam, red. Gen. 2:19.
	ADAM, the last. 1 Cor. 15:45. ADDAN, a´d-dahn, humble (?).
	ADDON, a´d-don, same as ADDAN. Neh.
	ADMAH, ad-´mah, same as ADAMAH.
	ADONI-BEZEK, a-do-´ni-be-´zek, lord of
	ADONIJAH, a-´do-ni-´jah, Jehovah is my
	ADONIKAM, a-´do-ni-´kam, lord of
	ADONIRAM, a-´do-ni-´ram, lord of height.
	ADONI-ZEDEC, a-do-´ni-ze-´dek, lord of
	ADORAM, a-do-´ram, contracted from
	ADRAMMELECH, ad-ram-´me-lek,
	ADRAMYTTIUM, ad-´ra-mit-´ti-um. Acts
	ADRIA, a-´dri-ah. Acts 27:27. ADULLAM, a-dul-´am, justice of the
	ADULLAMITE, a-dul-´am-ite, a native of
	ADUMMIM, a-dum-´im, the red (men ?).
	AENEAS, e-´ne-as, praiseworthy (?).
	AENON, e-´non, springs. John baptizes at.
	AGABUS, ag-´ab-us, probably Greek form
	AGAG, a-´gag, flaming (?). Num. 24:7.
	AGAGITE, a-´gag-ite. Esth. 3:1. AGAR, a-´gar, same as HAGAR. Gal. 4:24. AGRIPPA, a-grip-´ah. Acts 25:13.
	AGUR, a-´goor, an assembler.
	AHAB, a-´hab, uncle.
	AHASAI, a-´ha-zai, probably a corruption
	AHASBAI, a-ha´s-bai. 2 Sam. 23:34. AHASUERUS, a-haz-u-e-´rus, king (?).
	AHAVA, a-´ha-vah. Ezra 8:15. AHAZ, a-´haz, possessor. 2 Kin. 15:38.
	AHAZIAH, a-´haz-i-´ah, whom Jehovah
	AHIJAH, a-hi-´jah. 1 Kin. 11:29.
	AHIKAM, a-hi-´kam, b. of the enemy.
	AHILUD, a-hi-´lood, b. of one born. 2 Sam.
	AHIMAAZ, a-hi-ma-´az, b. of anger.
	AHIMELECH, a-hi-´me-lek, b. of the king.
	AHINADAB, a-hi-´na-dab, b. of a
	AHINOAM, a-hi-no-´am, b. of grace.
	AHITHOPHEL, a-hi-´tho-fel, b. of impiety.
	AHITUB, a-hi-´toob, b. of goodness. 1 Sam.
	AHOHITE, a-hoh-´ite, a descendant of
	AHOLAH, a-ho-´lah, (she has) her own
	AHOLIAB, a-´holi-a´b, father’s tent. Ex.
	AHOLIBAH, a-´holi-b´ah, my tent is in her.
	AHOLIBAMAH, a-´holi-ba-´mah, tent of the
	AHUMAI, a-hoo-´mai, brother of (i.e.
	AI, a´i, a heap of ruins. Josh. 7:2.
	AIJA, ai-´jah, same as AI. Neh. 11:31. AIJALON, ai-´ja-lon, place of gazelles. Josh.
	AIJELETH SHAHAR, ai-ye-´leth sha-´har,
	AIN, a-´in, an eye, or fountain. Num.
	AJALON, ad-´jal-on, same as AIJALON.
	AKRABBIM, ak-rab-´bim, scorpions. Num.
	ALAMMELECH, a-la´m-me-lek, king’s
	ALAMOTH, a-la-moth´, virgins (?). Ps. 46
	ALEMETH, a-le-´meth, same as
	ALEXANDER, al-´ex-an-´der, defending
	ALEXANDRIA, al-´ex-an-´dri-a, the city
	ALLELUIA, al-el-oo-´ya, praise ye the Lord.
	ALLON-BACHUTH, al-on-bak-´ooth, oak of
	ALMON-DIBLATHAIM, al-´mon-dib-´lath-a-
	ALPHA, al-´fah, the first letter of the Greek
	ALPHAEUS, al-fee-´us, successor. Matt.
	AL-TASCHITH, al-´tash-kith´, ‘do not
	AMALEK, am-´al-ek. Gen. 36:12.
	AMALEKITE, am-al-´ek-ite, self-accused of
	AMALEKITES, am-al-´ek-ites, descendants
	AMANA, a-ma-´nah, fixed (?). Song 4:8. AMARIAH, a-´mar-i-´ah, Jehovah has said.
	AMASA, a-ma-´sa, burden.
	AMASAI, a-ma-´sai, burdensome. 1 Chr.
	AMASHAI, a-ma´sh-ai. Neh. 11:13. AMASIAH, a-´mas-i-´ah, burden of Jehovah.
	AMAZIAH, a-´maz-i-´ah, Jehovah
	AMINADAB, a-mi-´na-dab, same as
	AMITTAI, a-mi´t-tai, true. 2 Kin. 14:25. AMMAH, am-´ah. 2 Sam. 2:24. AMMI, am-´i, my people. Hos. 2:1. AMMIEL, am-´i-el, people of God. Num.
	AMMIHUD, am-i-´hood, p. of praise (?).
	AMMINADAB, am-i-´na-dab, p. of the
	AMMINADIB, am-i-´na-dib, same as
	AMMISHADDAI, a´m-sha´d-ai, p. of the
	AMMIZABAD, am-i-´za-bad, p. of the giver
	AMMON, am-´on, son of my p. (?).
	AMMONITES, am-´on-ites, a tribe
	AMNON, am-´non, faithful.
	AMON, a-´mon. 2 Kin. 21:18.
	AMORITE, am-´or-ite, mountaineer. Gen.
	AMORITES, am-´or-ites, their iniquities,
	AMOS, a-´mos, burden.
	AMPHIPOLIS, am-phi-´pol-is, named from
	AMPLIAS, am-´pli-as, short form of
	AMRAM, am-´ram, people of the Highest
	AMRAMITES, am-´ram-ites, the
	AMRAPHAEL, am-´ra-fel. Gen. 14:1. ANAK, a-´nak, long-necked (?). Num.
	ANAKIM, a-´nak-im, a tribe called after
	ANAMMELECH, a-nam-´me-lek, idol of
	ANANIAS, an-an-i-´as, Greek form of
	ANATHEMA, an-ath-´em-ah, something
	ANATHOTH, a-´nath-oth, answers to
	ANDREW, an-´droo. Mark 1:29.
	ANDRONICUS, an-´dro-ni-´kus, disciple at
	ANETHOTHITE, a´n-e-tho-thite, or
	ANNA, an-´ah, grace. A prophetess. Luke
	ANNAS, an-´as, Greek form of
	ANTICHRIST, an-´ti-christ, adversary to
	ANTIOCH, an-´ti-ok, named in honour of
	ANTIPAS, an-´tip-as, contraction of
	ANTIPATRIS, an-´tip-atr-´is, from the
	ANTOTHIJAH, an-´to-thi-´jah, prayers
	ANTOTHITE, an-´toth-ite, a man of
	APHARSACHITES, a-far-´sa-kites. Ezra
	APHARSATHCHITES, a-far-sath-´kites.
	APHARSITES, a-far-´sites. Ezra 4:9. APHEK, a-´fek, strength. Josh. 12:18.
	APHEKAH, a-fe-´kah, same as preceding.
	APHIK, a-´fik, same as APHEK. Judg. 1:31. APHRAH, af-´rah, dust. Mic. 1:10. APOLLONIA, ap-´ol-o-´ni-ah. Acts 17:1. APOLLOS, ap-ol-´os, another form of
	APOLLYON, ap-ol-´yon, one that
	APPHIA, af-´yah, the Greek form of Appia.
	APPII FORUM, ap-´py-i fo-´rum, forum or
	AQUILA, ak-´wil-ah, an eagle.
	ARABAH, a-ra´h-bah, a plain. Josh. 18:18. ARABIA, a-ra-´bi-a. Ps. 72:10, 15. Gal.
	ARABIAN, a-ra-´bi-an, a person from
	ARABIANS, Is. 13:20; 21:13; Jer.
	ARAM, a-´ram, height. Gen. 10:22. ARARAT, a-´ra-rat.
	ARAUNAH, a-raw-´nah, calf (?). 2 Sam.
	ARCHELAUS, ar-´ke-la-´us, prince, king of
	ARCHEVITES, ar-´kev-ites, the men of
	ARCHIPPUS, at-kip-´us, master of the
	ARCTURUS, ark-tu-´rus, probably the
	AREOPAGITE, a-´re-op-´ag-ite, belonging
	AREOPAGUS, a-´re-op-´ag-us, hill of Mars,
	ARETAS, ar-´e-tas, a husbandman (?).
	ARIMATHAEA, a-´rim-ath-ee-´ah, the same
	ARISTARCHUS, a-ris-tark-´us, best ruling.
	ARISTOBULUS, a-´ris-to-bewl-´us, best
	ARMAGEDDON, ar-´ma-ged-´on, height of
	ARMENIA, ar-me-´ni-a, land of Aram.
	ARNON, ar-´non, swift. Num. 21:13. AROER, a-ro-´er, ruins (?). Deut. 2:36.
	AROERITE, ar-o-´er-ite, a man of Aroer.
	ARTAXERXES, ar-´ta-xerk-´ses, honoured
	ARTEMAS, ar-´te-mas, shortened form of
	ASA, a-´sah, physician.
	ASAHEL, a-´sa-hel, whom God made.
	ASAPH, a-´saf, collector. 2 Kin. 18:18.
	ASENATH, a-´se-nath, she who is of Neith
	ASER, a-´ser, same as ASHER. Luke 2:36. ASHCHENAZ, ash-´ken-az, same as
	ASHDOD, ash-´dod, a strong place. Josh.
	ASHDOTH-PISGAH, ash-´doth-piz-´gah,
	ASHDOTHITES, ash-´doth-ites, same as
	ASHER, ash-´er, fortunate, happy.
	ASHERAH, ash-er-´ah, the goddess
	ASHERITES, a-´sher-ites, descendants of
	ASHIMA, a-shi-´ma. 2 Kin. 17:30. ASHKELON, ash-´kel-on, migration.
	ASHKENAZ, ash-´ken-az. Gen. 10:3. ASHTAROTH, ash-´tar-oth, statutes of
	ASHTEROTH KARNAIM, ash-´ter-oth kar-na-
	ASHTORETH, ash-tor-´eth, she who
	ASHUR, ash-´oor. 1 Chr. 2:24. ASHURITES, ash-´oor-ites. 2 Sam. 2:9. ASIA, a-´shah. Acts 2:9. ASKELON, see ASHKELON. Judg. 1:18. ASNAPPER, as-nap-´er, same as ASSUR-BANI-
	ASSHUR, ash-´oor, the gracious One (?).
	ASSHURIM, ash-oor-´im. Gen. 25:3. ASSYRIA, as-ir-´ya, the land so named from
	ASSYRIANS, as-ir-´yans, inhabitants of
	ASTAROTH, as-´tar-oth, same as
	ATHALIAH, ath-´al-i-´ah, whom Jehovah
	ATHLAI, a´th-lai, shortened form of
	ATHENIANS, ath-e-´ni-ans, natives of
	ATHENS, ath-´ens.
	ATROTH, at-´roth, same as ATAROTH.
	ATTALIA, at-´ta-li-´a, so called from
	AUGUSTUS, aw-gust-´us, venerable. Luke
	AVEN, a-´ven, nothingness. Ezek. 30:17. AZALIAH, a-´zal-i-´ah, whom Jehovah has
	AZANIAH, a-´zan-i-´ah, whom Jehovah
	AZARIAH, a-´zar-i-´ah, whom Jehovah aids.
	AZAZIAH, a-´zaz-i-´ah, whom Jehovah
	AZEKAH, a-ze-´kah, dug over. Josh. 10:10. AZMAVETH, az-ma-´veth, strength (?).
	AZMON, az-´mon, robust. Num. 34:4. AZNOTH-TABOR, az-´noth-ta-´bor, ears
	AZOTUS, a-zo-´tus, the Greek form of
	BAAL, ba-´al, lord, master, possessor,
	BAALAH, ba-´al-ah, mistress. Josh. 15:10. BAALATH, ba-´al-ath, same as preceding.
	BAALATH-BEER, ba-´al-ath-be-´er, having a
	BAAL-BERITH, ba-´al-be-ri´th, lord of
	BAALE, ba-´al-ay, plural of Baal. 2 Sam.
	BAAL-GAD, ba-´al-gad´, lord of fortune.
	BAAL-HAMON, ba-´al-ha-´mon, place of a
	BAAL-HANAN, ba-´al-ha-´nan, lord of
	BAAL-HAZOR, ba-´al-ha-´zor, having a
	BAAL-HERMON, ba-´al-her-´mon, place of
	BAALI, ba-´al-i, my lord. Hos. 2:16. BAALIM, ba-´al-im, lords. Judg. 2:11;
	BAAL-MEON, ba-´al-me-´on, place of
	BAAL-PEOR, ba-´al-pe-´or, lord of the
	BAAL-PERAZIM, ba-´al-pe-raz-´im, place of
	BAAL-SHALISHA, ba-´al-sha-lish-´ah, lord
	BAAL-ZEBUB, ba-´al-ze-bo´ob, lord of flies.
	BAAL-ZEPHON, ba-´al-ze-pho´n, place of
	BAANAH, ba-´a-nah.
	BAASHA, ba-´ash-ah, wicked (?).
	BABEL, ba-´bel, confusion.
	BABYLON, bab-´il-on, Greek form of Bab-ilu,
	BABYLONISH, bab-´il-one-ish, of, or
	BACA, ba-´kah, weeping.
	BAJITH, ba-´yith (same as BETH), house.
	BALAAM, ba-´la-am, destruction (?). Num.
	BALAC, ba-´lac, same as BALAK. Rev.
	BALAK, ba-´lak, to make empty. Num.
	BAMOTH-BAAL, ba-´moth-ba-´al, h.p. of
	BARABBAS, bar-a´b-as, son of Abba or
	BARACHIAS, ba-rak-i-´as, whom Jehovah
	BARAK, ba-´rak, thunderbolt, lightning.
	BAR-JESUS, bar-je-´sus, son of Jesus.
	BAR-JONA, bar-jo-´nah, son of Jona
	BARNABAS, bar-´na-bas, son of
	BARSABAS, bar-´sa-bas, s. of Seba. Acts
	BARTHOLOMEW, bar-thol-´o-mew, s. of
	BARTIMAEUS, bar-´ti-me-´us, s. of Timai.
	BARUCH, ba-´rook, blessed. Jer. 32:12.
	BARZILLAI, bar-zi´l-ai, of iron.
	BASHAN, ba-´shan, soft rich soil.
	BASHAN-HAVOTH-JAIR, ba-´shan-hav-
	BATH-RABBIM, bath-rab-´im, daughter
	BATH-SHEBA, bath-´she-bah, d. of the
	BATH-SHUA, bath-´shoo-ah. 1 Chr. 3:5. BEELZEBUB, be-el-´ze-bub´, same as
	BEER, be-´er, a well. Num. 21:16. BEERA, be-er-´ah, same as BEER. 1 Chr.
	BEERAH, be-er-´ah, same as BEER. 1 Chr.
	BEER-ELIM, be-´er-el-´im, well of heroes.
	BEERI, be-´er-i, man of the w. Gen. 26:34. BEER-LAHAI-ROI, be-´er-la-hai-´ro-´i, w. of
	BEEROTH, be-er-´oth, wells. Josh. 9:17. BEEROTHITE, be-er-´oth-ite, a native of
	BEER-SHEBA, be-´er-she-´bah, well of the
	BEESH-TERAH, be-esh-´te-rah, house or
	BEHEMOTH, be-he-´moth, the water-ox.
	BEL, bel, another form of BAAL, an idol.
	BELIAL, be-´li-al, worthless.
	BELSHAZZAR, bel-shaz-´ar, Bel protect the
	BELTESHAZZAR, bel-´te-shaz-´ar, preserve
	BENAIAH, ben-ai-´ah, whom Jehovah has
	BEN-AMMI, ben-´am-´i, son of my own
	BEN-BERAK, be-ne-´be-rak´, sons of Barak,
	BEN-HADAD, ben-ha-´dad, s. of Hadad.
	BEN-HAIL, ben-ha-´yil, son of the host.
	BENINU, be-ni-´noo, our s. Neh. 10:13. BENJAMIN, ben-´ja-min, s. of the right
	BENJAMITE, ben-´jam-ite, a man of the
	BEN-ONI, be´n-o-´ni, s. of my sorrow.
	BERACHAH, be-´rak-ah, blessing. 1 Chr.
	BERACHIAH, be-´rak-i-´ah, whom Jehovah
	BEREA, be-re-´ah.
	BERECHIAH, be-´rek-i-´ah, same as
	BERNICE, ber-ni-´see, Victoria. Acts
	BERODACH-BALADAN, be-´ro-dak-bal-´a-dan,
	BETHABARA, beth-ab-´ar-ah, house of
	BETH-ANATH, beth-´an-ath, echo. Josh.
	BETH-ANOTH, beth-´an-oth. Josh. 15:59. BETHANY, beth-´an-y, house of dates.
	BETH-ARABAH, beth-a-ra´h-bah, h. of the
	BETH-ARBEL, beth-arb-´el, h. of the
	BETH-AVEN, beth-a-´ven, h. of vanity (i.e.
	BETH-BAAL-MEON, beth-´ba-´al-me-on´, h.
	BETH-BARAH, beth-ba-´rah, same as
	BETH-DAGON, beth-da-´gon, h. of Dagon.
	BETH-EL, beth-´el, h. of God. Gen. 12:8.
	BETHER, be-´ther, separation. Song 2:17. BETHESDA, beth-esd-´ah, house of mercy.
	BETH-EZEL, beth-e-´zel, house of firmness
	BETH-HACCEREM, beth-´hak-er-´em, h. of
	BETH-HARAN, beth-ha-´ran. Num. 32:36. BETH-HOGLAH, beth-hog-´lah, h. of the
	BETH-HORON, beth-ho-´ron, h. of the
	BETH-JESIMOTH, beth-je-shim-´oth, h. of
	BETH-LEBAOTH, beth-´le-ba-´oth, h. of
	BETH-LEHEM, beth-´le-hem, h. of bread.
	BETH-LEHEM EPHRATAH, beth-´le-hem
	BETH-LEHEMITE, beth-´le-hem-ite, a man
	BETH-LEHEM-JUDAH, beth-´le-hem-joo-
	BETH-MAACHAH, beth-´ma-´ak-ah, house
	BETH-MARCABOTH, beth-´mar-´kab-oth,
	BETH-PEOR, beth-´pe-´or, temple of Peor.
	BETHPHAGE, be´th-fa-gee, house of
	BETHSAIDA, beth-´sai-´dah, h. of fishing.
	BETH-SHAN, beth-´shan´, h. of rest.
	BETH-SHEAN, beth-´she-´an, same as
	BETH-SHEMESH, beth-´she-´mesh, house
	BETHSHEMITE, beth-´shem-´ite, a native
	BETHUEL, beth-´oo-el, house of God. Gen.
	BETHUL, beth-ool´, same as BETHEL (?).
	BETH-ZUR, beth-´zoor´, house of the rock.
	BEULAH, be-ool-´ah, married. Is. 62:4. BEZALEEL, be-zal-´e-el, in the shadow of
	BEZEK, be-´zek, lightning (?). Judg. 1:4. BEZER, be-´zer, ore of precious metal.
	BIGTHAN, big-´than, given by God.
	BILDAD, bil-´dad, son of contention (?).
	BILEAM, bil-´e-am, same as BALAAM (?),
	BILHAH, bil-´hah, modesty. Gen. 29:29.
	BITHRON, bith-´ron, a broken place.
	BITHYNIA, bi-thin-´yah. Acts 16:7. BIZJOTHJAH, biz-joth-´jah, contempt of
	BLASTUS, blast-´us, a shoot. Acts 12:20. BOANERGES, bo-´an-er-´jes, sons of
	BOAZ, bo-´az, fleetness. Ruth 2:1.
	BOCHIM, bo-´kim, weepers. Judg. 2:1.
	BOHAN, bo-´han, thumb (?). Josh. 15:6. BOOZ, bo-´oz, same as BOAZ. Matt. 1:5. BOSOR, bo-´sor, Greek and Aramaic form
	BOZEZ, bo-´zez, shining. 1 Sam. 14:4. BOZRAH, boz-´rah, sheepfold. Gen. 36:33.
	BUKKI, book-´i, wasting. Num. 34:22. BUKKIAH, book-´yah, wasting from
	BUL, bool, rain. 1 Kin. 6:38. BUZ, booz, contempt. Gen. 22:21. BUZI, booz-´i, descended from Buz. Ezek.
	BUZITE, booz-´ite, a descendant of Buz.
	CABUL, cah-´bool, displeasing (?). Josh.
	CAESAR, see-´zar. Matt. 22:17.
	CAESAREA, see-´zar-e-´a, named after
	CAESAREA PHILIPPI, see-´zar-e-´a fil-ip-´i,
	CAIAPHAS, kai-´a-fas, depression (?).
	CAIN, kane, possession. Gen. 4:1. Josh.
	CALEB, ka-´leb, a dog.
	CALEB-EPHRATAH, ka-´leb-ef-´rat-ah, C.
	CALVARY, kal-´va-ry, skull. Luke 23:33. CANA, ka-´nah.
	CANAAN, ka-´na-an, low region. Gen.
	CANAANITE., ka-´na-an-ite, a zealot.
	CANAANITES, ka-´na-an-ites, inhabitants
	CANAANITESS, ka-´na-an-ite-ess,
	CANDACE, kan -´da-see, Queen of
	CAPERNAUM, ka-per-´na-um, city of
	CAPPADOCIA, kap-´ad-o-´sha. Acts 2:9;
	CARCHEMISH, kar-´kem-ish, fortress of
	CARMEL, karm-´el, park. Josh. 12:22.
	CARMELITE, karm-´el-ite, a native of
	CARMELITESS, karm-´el-ite-ess, feminine
	CARMI, karm-´i, a vine-dresser. Gen. 46:9. CARMITES, karm-´ites, descendants of
	CARPUS, karp-´us, fruit (?). 2 Tim. 4:13. CASLUHIM, kas-´loo-him. Gen. 10:14. CASTOR, kas-´tor.
	CEDRON, keed-´ron, same as KIDRON.
	CENCHREA, ken-´kre-ah, millet, small
	CEPHAS, kee-´fas.
	CHALDEA, kal-de-´ah. Jer. 50:10. CHALDEANS, kal-de-´ans, inhabitants of
	CHALDEES, kal-dees´, same as preceding.
	CHANAAN, ka-´na-an, another form of
	CHARASHIM, kar-´ash-im, craftsmen.
	CHARCHEMISH, same as CARCHEMISH.
	CHARRAN, kar-´an, same as HARAN. Acts
	CHEBAR, ke-´bar, great (?).
	CHEDORLAOMER, ke-dor-´la-o-´mer, glory
	CHEMOSH, keem-´osh, subduer.
	CHERETHIMS, ke-´reth-ims, Cretans (?).
	CHERETHITES, ke-´reth-ites, probably
	CHERUB, cher-´ub, blessing (?), strong (?).
	CHERUBIM, cher-´oob-im, plural of
	CHILEAB, kil-´e-ab, probably another form
	CHILION, kil-´yon, wasting away. Ruth
	CHIMHAM, kim-´ham, longing. 2 Sam.
	CHINNERETH, kin-´er-eth, a lyre. Josh.
	CHINNEROTH, kin-´er-oth, plural of
	CHIOS, ki-´os. Acts 20:15. CHISLOTH-TABOR, kis-´loth-ta-´bor, flanks
	CHITTIM, kit-´im, probably Cyprus.
	CHIUN, ki-´oon, image. Amos 5:26. CHLOE, klo-´ee. 1 Cor. 1:11. CHORAZIN, ko-ra-´zin. Matt. 11:21. CHRIST, the anointed, Greek for MESSIAH,
	CHUSHAN-RISHATHAIM, koosh-´an-rish-a-
	CHUZA, koo-´zah. Luke 8:3. CILICIA, si-lish-´ya.
	CINNEROTH, kin-´er-oth, same as
	CIS, kis. Acts 13:21, same as KISH. CLAUDA, klawd-´ah. Acts 27:16. CLAUDIA, klawd-´yah. 2 Tim. 4:21. CLAUDIUS, klawd-´yus. Acts 11:28. CLAUDIUS LYSIAS, klawd-´yus-lis-yas.
	CLEMENT, klem-´ent.
	CLEOPAS, kle-´op-as, either a shortened
	CLEOPHAS, kle-´of-as, probably same as
	CNIDUS, kni-´dus, nettle (?). Acts 27:7. COLOSSE, ko-los-´ee.
	COLOSSIANS, ko-los-´yans, people of
	CONANIAH. 2 Chr. 35:9, same as
	CONIAH, ko-ni-´ah, contracted from
	CONONIAH, kon-on-i-´ah, whom Jehovah
	COOS, ko-´os.
	CORE, ko-´re, Greek form of KORAH. Jude
	CORINTH, kor-´inth.
	CORINTHIANS, kor-inth-´yans,
	CORNELIUS, kor-neel-´yus. Acts 10:1.
	COZ, koz, thorn. 1 Chr. 4:8. COZBI, kos-´bi, deceitful, slain by Phineas.
	CRESCENS, kres-´ens, growing.
	CRETE, kreet.
	CRETES or CRETIANS, kreet-´yans,
	CRISPUS, krisp-´us, curled.
	CUSH, koosh, black. Gen. 10:6. CUSHAN, koosh-´an, same meaning as
	CUSHI, koosh-´i, same meaning as CUSH.
	CUTH, kooth. 2 Kin. 17:30. CUTHAH, kooth-´ah, same as CUTH.
	CYPRUS, si-´prus. Acts 4:36.
	CYRENE, si-re-´nee. Matt. 27:32.
	CYRENIAN, si-reen-´yan, a native of
	CYRENIUS, si-reen-´yus, Greek form of the
	CYRUS, si-´rus, the sun. 2 Chr. 36:22.
	DAGON, da-´gon, fish.
	DALMANUTHA, dal-´ma-noo-´thah. Mark
	DALMATIA, dal-´ma-´shah. 2 Tim. 4:10. DAMARIS, dam-´ar-is, calf (?).
	DAMASCENES, dam-´as-eens´, people of
	DAMASCUS, dam-ask-´us, activity (?).
	DAN, judge.
	DAN-JAAN, dan-´ja-´an, woodland (?) Dan.
	DANIEL, dan-´yel, God’s judge. Dan. 1:6.
	DANITES, dan-´ites, descendants of Dan.
	DARIUS, da-ri-´us, governor (?). Ezra 4:5.
	DATHAN, da-´than. Num. 16:1. DAVID, da-´vid, beloved.
	DEBORAH, deb-´or-ah, bee.
	DECAPOLIS, de-ka-´pol-is, ten cities. Matt.
	DEHAVITES, de-´hav-ites. Ezra 4:9. DELILAH, de-li-´lah, delicate. Judg. 16:4. DEMAS, de-´mas, probably same as
	DEMETRIUS, de-me-´tri-us, belonging to
	DERBE, der-´bee, juniper (?). Acts 14:6. DEUEL, doo-´el, the same as REUEL (?).
	DIANA, di-an-´ah.
	DIBLATHAIM, dib-la-thah-´im, same as
	DIBRI, dib-´ri, eloquent. Lev. 24:11. DIDYMUS, did-´im-us, twin. John 11:16.
	DINAH, di-´nah, vindicated.
	DINAITES, di-´na-ites. Ezra 4:9. DINHABAH, din-´hab-ah. Gen. 36:32. DIONYSIUS, di-´o-nis-´yus, belonging to
	DIOTREPHES, di-ot-´ref-ees, nourished by
	DOEG, do-´eg, anxious. 1 Sam. 21:7.
	DOR, dor, dwelling. Josh. 11:2. DORCAS, dor-´kas, gazelle. Acts 9:36.
	DOTHAN, do-´than, two wells or cisterns.
	DRUSILLA, droo-sil-´ah. Acts 24:24. DUMAH, doom-´ah, silence. Gen. 25:14. DURA, doo-´rah, town.
	EBAL, e-´bal, stony (?). Gen. 36:23.
	EBED-MELECH, e-´bed-me-´lek, servant of
	EBEN-EZER, e-´ben-e-´zer, stone of help.
	EDEN, e-´den, pleasantness. Gen. 2:8.
	EDOM, e-´dom, red. Gen. 25:30.
	EDOMITES, e-´dom-ites, inhabitants of
	EGLON, eg-´lon. Judg. 3:12.
	EGYPT, e-´jipt, black.
	EHUD, e-´hud, joined together (?).
	EKRON, ek-´ron, eradication. Josh. 13:3.
	ELAH, e-´lah, terebinth. Gen. 36:41.
	ELAM, e-´am.
	ELAMITES, e-´lam-ites, inhabitants of
	EL-BETH-EL, el-beth-´el, the house of God.
	ELEAZAR, el-´e-a-´zar, whom God aids.
	EL-ELOHE-ISRAEL, el-´el-o-´he-iz-´ra-el,
	ELHANAN, el-´ha-´nan, whom God gave.
	ELI, e-´li, height. 1 Sam. 1:3.
	ELIAB, el-i-´ab, whose father is God. Num.
	ELIAKIM, el-i-´a-kim, whom God
	ELIAS, el-i-´as, same as ELIJAH. Matt.
	ELIASHIB, el-i-´a-shib, whom God
	ELIEZER, el-´i-e-´zer, my God is help.
	ELIHU, el-i-´hoo, whose God is He. 1 Sam.
	ELIJAH, el-i-´jah, my God is Jehovah.
	ELIM, eel-´im, oaks. Ex. 15:27. ELIMELECH, el-i-´me-lek, to whom God is
	ELIPHAZ, el-´i-faz, to whom God is
	ELISABETH, el-iz-´a-beth, same as
	ELISHA, el-i-´shah, to whom God is
	ELKANAH, el-´ka-´nah, whom God
	ELKOSHITE, el-´kosh-ite, inhabitant of
	ELNATHAN, el-na-´than, whom God gave.
	ELON, e-´lon, oak. Gen. 26:34.
	ELON-BETH-HANAN, e-´lon-beth-´ha-´nan,
	ELOTH, e-´loth, same as ELATH. 1 Kin.
	EL-PARAN, el-par-´an, oak of Paran. Gen.
	ELYMAS, el-´im-as, a wise man. Acts 13:8.
	EMIMS, eem-´ims, terrible men, giants.
	EMMANUEL, em-an-´u-el, same as
	EMMAUS, em-a-´us, hot springs (?). Luke
	EMMOR, em-´or, same as HAMOR. Acts
	EN-DOR, en-´dor, fountain of Dor. Josh.
	ENEAS, e-´ne-as. Acts 9:33, 34. EN-GEDI, en-´ged-i, f. of the kid.
	ENOCH, e-´nok, experienced (?). Gen.
	ENOS, e-´nos, man. Gen. 4:26. ENOSH, enosh, same as ENOS. 1 Chr.
	EN-ROGEL, en-´ro-´gel, f. of the fuller.
	EN-SHEMESH, en-´she-´mesh, f. of the
	EPAPHRAS, ep-´af-ras, contracted from the
	EPAPHRODITUS, ep-af-´ro-di-´tus,
	EPHES-DAMMIM, e-´fez-dam-´im,
	EPHESIANS, e-fe-´zi-ans, inhabitants of
	EPHESUS, ef-´es-us.
	EPHRAIM, ef-´ra-im, fruitful (?).
	EPHRAIMITES, ef-´ra-im-ites, inhabitants
	EPHRATH, or EPHRATAH, ef-´rat-ah,
	EPHRATHITES, ef-´rath-ites, inhabitants of
	EPHRON, ef-´ron, of or belonging to a calf.
	EPICUREANS, ep-´ik-u-re-´ans, followers of
	ERASTUS, e-rast-´us, beloved.
	ESAIAS, e-´sai-as, same as ISAIAH. Matt.
	ESAR-HADDON, e-´sar-had-´on, Assur
	ESAU, e-´saw, hairy.
	ESH-BAAL, esh-ba-´al, man of Baal. 1 Chr.
	ESHCOL, esh-´kol, cluster. Gen. 14:13.
	ESTHER, es-´ter, star. Esth. 2:7.
	ETHBAAL, eth-ba-´al, living with Baal.
	ETHIOPIA, e-´thi-ope-´yah, (region of)
	ETHIOPIAN, e-´thi-ope-´yan, a native of
	ETHIOPIANS, e-´thi-ope-´yans, invading
	EUBULUS, eu-bew-´lus, good counsellor.
	EUNICE, eu-ni-´see.
	EUODIAS, eu-ode-´yas, success. Phil. 4:2. EUPHRATES, eu-fra-´tes, the fertile
	EUROCLYDON, eu-rok-´ly-don, storm
	EUTYCHUS, eu-´tyk-us, fortunate. Acts
	EVE, eve, life. Gen. 3:20.
	EVIL-MERODACH, e-´vil-me-´ro-dak, man
	EZEKIAS, ez-´ek-i-´as, same as HEZEKIAH.
	EZEKIEL, ez-e-´ki-el, whom God will
	EZION-GABER, or EZION-GEBER, e-´zi-on-
	EZRA, ez-´rah, help. Ezra 7:1.
	EZRAHITE, ez-´rah-ite, a descendant of
	FAIR HAVENS. Acts 27:8. FELIX, fe-´lix, happy. Acts 23:24.
	FESTUS, fest-´us, joyful. Acts 24:27.
	FORTUNATUS, for-´tu-na-´tus, prosperous.
	GABBATHA, gab-´ath-ah, height
	GABRIEL, ga-´bri-el, man of God.
	GAD, gad, a troop, good fortune.
	GADARENES, gad-´ar-eens´, inhabitants of
	GADITES, gad-´ites, persons belonging to
	GAIUS, ga-´yus. The Greek form of Caius.
	GALATIA, ga-la-´shah, a place colonised by
	GALATIANS, ga-la-´shans, inhabitants of
	GALEED, gal-´e-ed, witness-heap. Gen.
	GALILEANS, gal-´il-e-´yans, slaughter of.
	GALILEE, gal-´il-ee, circuit. Josh. 20:7.
	GALLIO. gal-´yo.
	GAMALIEL, ga-ma-´li-el, benefit of God.
	GATH, gath, wine-press. Josh. 11:22.
	GATH-HEPHER, gath-he-´fer, the wine-press
	GAZA, ga-´zah, same as AZZAH. Gen.
	GEDALIAH, ged-´al-i-´ah, whom Jehovah
	GEDEON, ged-´e-on, Greek form of
	GEDOR, ged-´or, wall. Josh. 15:58.
	GEHAZI, ge-ha-´zi, valley of vision.
	GEMARIAH, gem-´ar-´i-´ah, whom Jehovah
	GENNESARET, gen-es-´a-ret. Matt. 14:34.
	GENTILES, jen-´tiles.
	GERAR, ge-´rar, sojourning. Gen. 10:19.
	GERGESENES, ger-´ge-seens’, inhabitants
	GERIZIM, ge-rize-´im, persons living in a
	GERSHOM, ger-´shom, expulsion.
	GERSHONITES, ger-´shon-ites,
	GESHEM, ge-´shem, stout (?). Neh. 2:19. GESHUR, ge-´shoor, bridge. 2 Sam. 3:3.
	GETHSEMANE, geth-sem-´an-e, oil-press.
	GIBEAH, gib-´e-ah, hill. Josh. 15:57.
	GIBEON, gib-´e-on, pertaining to a hill.
	GIBEONITES, gib-´e-on-ites, inhabitants of
	GIDEON, gid-´e-on, one who cuts down.
	GILBOA, gil-bo-´ah, bubbling fountain.
	GILEAD, gil-´e-ad, hill of witness. Gen.
	GILGAL, gil-´gal, a circle.
	GIRGASHITE, gir-´gash-ite, dwelling in a
	GIRGASHITES, gir-´gash-ites, descendants
	GIRGASITE, gir-´gas-ite, same as
	GOG. 1 Chr. 5:4. GOG and MAGOG. Ezek. 38; 39; Rev.
	GOLGOTHA, gol-´goth-ah, place of a skull.
	GOLIATH, go-li-´ath, exile (?). 1 Sam.
	GOMORRAH, go-mor-´ah. Gen. 10:19.
	GOMORRHA, go-mor-´ah, same as
	GOSHEN, go-´shen, land of (Egypt),
	GREECE, grees, country of the Greeks.
	GRECIA, greesh-´ah, same as GREECE.
	GRECIAN, greesh-´an, a Jew who speaks
	GREEK, the language of Greece. Acts
	GREEKS, inhabitants of Greece. Acts
	HABAKKUK, ha-bak-´ook, embrace. Hab.
	HABOR, ha-´bor, joining together. 2 Kin.
	HADAD, ha-´dad. Gen. 36:35.
	HADADEZER, had-´ad-e-´zer, whose help is
	HADADRIMMON, had-´ad-rim-´on, named
	HADAR, ha-´dar, enclosure. Gen. 25:15. HADAREZER, had-´ar-e-´zer, same as
	HADASSAH, had-as-´ah, myrtle. Esth. 2:7. HAGAR, ha-´gar, flight. Gen. 16:3.
	HAGGAI, hag-´ai, festive.
	HAI, hai, same as AI. Gen. 12:8. HALLELUIAH, hal-el-oo-´ya, praise the
	HALLELUJAH (Alleluia). Ps. 106; 111;
	HAM, ham, warm. Gen. 9:18.
	HAMAN, ha-´man. Esth. 3:1.
	HAMATH, ha-´math, fortress.
	HAMON-GOG, ham-´on-gog´, m. of Gog.
	HAMOR, ha-´mor, ass. Gen. 33:19.
	HANANI, ha-na-´ni, probably same as
	HANANIAH, han-´an-i-´ah, whom Jehovah
	HANNAH, han-´ah, gracious.
	HANUN, ha-´noon, whom (God) pities.
	HARAN, ha-´ran, mountaineer. Gen.
	HAURAN, how-´ran, hollow land. Ezek.
	HAVILAH, ha-vil-´ah. Gen. 10:7. HAZAEL, ha-´za-el, whom God watches
	HAZOR, ha-´zor, castle. Josh. 11:1.
	HEBER, he-´ber. Gen. 10:21; Luke 3:35.
	HEBREW, he-´broo, the (name of
	HEBREWESS, he-´broo-ess´, a Jewess. Jer.
	HEBREWS, he-´broos, descendants of
	HEBRON, heb-´ron, alliance.
	HEMATH, he-´math; (1) fortress, 1 Chr.
	HEPHZI-BAH, heph-´zi-bah, in whom is
	HERMAS, and HERMES, her-´mas and her-
	HERMOGENES, her-mog-´e-nees. 2 Tim.
	HERMON, her-´mon, lofty. Deut. 3:8.
	HEROD, her-´od (the Great), king of
	HERODIANS, he-ro-´di-ans, partisans of
	HERODIAS, he-ro-´di-as. Matt. 14:3.
	HERODION, he-ro-´di-on. Rom. 16:11.
	HESHBON, hesh-´bon, counting. Num.
	HETH, sons of. Gen. 10:15.
	HEZEKIAH, hez-´ek-i-´ah, the might of
	HEZRON, hez-´ron, same as HEZRAI. Gen.
	HEZRONITES, hez-´ron-ites, descendants
	HIDDEKEL, hid-ek-´el. Gen. 2:14. HIEL, hi-´el, God liveth. 1 Kin. 16:34.
	HIERAPOLIS, hi-´e-ra-´pol-is, a sacred or
	HIGGAION, hig-a-´yon, meditation. Ps.
	HILKIAH, hilk-i-´ah, portion of Jehovah.
	HINNOM, hin-´ome, valley of (Josh. 15:8);
	HIRAM, hi-´ram, noble (?) (Huram), king
	HITTITES, hit-´ites, descendants of Heth.
	HIVITES, hive-´ites, villagers. Gen. 10:17;
	HOBAB, ho-´bab, beloved. Num. 10:29.
	HOPHNI, hof-´ni, pugilist; and PHINEHAS,
	HOPHRA, hof-´rah, priest of the sun. Jer.
	HOR, mountain. Num. 20:23.
	HOREB, ho-´reb, desert, mount (Sinai). Ex.
	HORI, ho-´ri, cave-dweller. Gen. 36:22. HORIMS, hor-´ims, descendants of Hori.
	HORITES, hor-´ites, same as preceding.
	HORMAH, hor-´mah, a devoting, a place
	HOSANNA, ho-san-´nah, save us we pray,
	HOSEA, ho-ze-´ah, salvation. Hos. 1:1.
	HOSHEA, ho-she-´ah, same as HOSEA.
	HULDAH, hool-´dah, weasel. 2 Kin.
	HURAM, hoo-´ram, the older way of
	HUSHAI, hoo-´shai, hasting, loyalty.
	HYMENAEUS, hi-´men-e-´us, belonging to
	IBZAN, ib-´zan, active (?). Judg. 12:8. I-CHABOD, i-´ka-bod, inglorious. 1 Sam.
	ICONIUM, i-kon-´yum, gospel preached at.
	IDDO, id-´o, (1) loving, 1 Chr. 27:21; (2)
	IDUMEA, i-´du-me-´ah, same as EDOM. Is.
	ILLYRICUM, il-ir-´ik-um, gospel preached
	IMMANUEL, im-an-´u-el (see
	INDIA, ind-´ya. Esth. 1:1. ISAAC, i-´zak, laughter. Gen. 17:19.
	ISAIAH, i-zai-´ah, salvation of Jehovah
	ISCARIOT, is-kar-´i-ot, man of Kerioth.
	ISHBI-BENOB, ish-´bi-ben-ob´e, one who
	ISH-BOSHETH, ish-bo-´sheth, man of
	ISHMAEL, ish-´ma-el, whom God hears,
	ISHMAELITES, ish-´ma-el-ites,
	ISHMEELITES, ish-´me-el-ites, same as
	ISRAEL, iz-´ra-el, soldier of God. Jacob so
	ISRAELITES, iz-´ra-el-ites, descendants of
	ISRAELITISH, iz-´ra-el-ite-ish, after the
	ISSACHAR, is-´ak-ar, he is hired (?). Gen.
	ITALIAN, it-al-´yan, belonging to Italy.
	ITALY, it-´a-ly. Acts 18:2. ITHAMAR, i-´tha-mar, island of palms. Ex.
	ITURAEA, i-´tu-re-´ah, a province so named
	JABBOK, jab-´ok, pouring out, river. Gen.
	JABESH-GILEAD, ja-´besh-gil-´e-ad, Jabesh
	JABEZ, ja-´bez, causing pain, prayer of.
	JABIN, ja-´bin, whom He (God)
	JACHAN, ja-´kan, troubled. 1 Chr. 5:13. JACHIN, ja-´kin, whom (God) strengthens,
	JACOB, ja-´kob, supplanter, his birth, Gen.
	JACOB’S WELL. John 4:5. JADON, ja-´don, a judge. Neh. 3:7. JAEL, ja-´el, same as JAALA, kills Sisera.
	JAH, poetic form of JEHOVAH. Ps. 68:4. JAHAZIEL, ja-haz-´i-el, whom God watches
	JAIR, ja-´er, (i.e. God) enlightens. Num.
	JAIRUS, ja-i-´rus, Greek form of JAIR,
	JAMBRES, jam-´brees. 2 Tim. 3:8. JAMES, the English equivalent for Jacob in
	JANNES and JAMBRES, magicians of
	JAPHETH, ja-´feth, extension. Gen. 5:32.
	JASHOBEAM, ja-shob-´e-am, the people
	JASON, ja-´son, Graeco-Judaean equivalent
	JEBUS, je-´boos, a place trodden down (?).
	JEBUSI, je-boo-´si, a Jebusite. Josh. 18:16. JEBUSITES, je-boo-´sites, the descendants
	JECHOLIAH, jek-´ol-i-´ah, Jehovah is
	JECHONIAS, jek-´on-i-´as, the Greek way
	JECOLIAH, jek-´ol-i-´ah, same as
	JECONIAH, jek-´on-i-´ah, Jehovah
	JEDAIAH, jed-ai-´ah, (1) Jehovah—(?).
	JEDIDIAH, jed-´id-i-´ah (beloved of the
	JEDUTHUN, jed-ooth-´oon, friendship (?).
	JEGAR-SAHADUTHA, je-gar-´sa-ha-doo-
	JEHOAHAZ, je-ho-´a-haz, whom Jehovah
	JEHOASH, je-ho-´ash, Jehovah supports.
	JEHOIACHIN, je-ho-´ya-kin, Jehovah has
	JEHOIADA, je-ho-´ya-dah, Jehovah
	JEHOIAKIM, je-ho-´ya-kim, Jehovah has
	JEHORAM, je-ho-´ram, Jehovah is high.
	JEHOSHAPHAT, je-hosh-´af-at, whom
	JEHOVAH, (YHWH, I AM THAT I AM).
	JEHOVAH-JIREH, je-ho-´vah-ji-´ray,
	JEHOVAH-NISSI, je-ho-´vah-nis-´i, Jehovah
	JEHOVAH-SHALOM, je-ho-´vah-sha-´lom,
	JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH, je-ho-´vah-sham-
	JEHOVAH-TSIDKENU, je-ho-´vah-tsid-ke-
	JEHOZABAD, je-ho-´za-bad, Jehovah gave.
	JEHOZADAK, je-ho-´za-dak, Jehovah is
	JEHU, je-´hu, Jehovah is He (?), son of
	JEMIMA, je-mi-´mah, dove. Job 42:14. JEPHTHAE, jef-´thah, Greek way of
	JEPHTHAH, jef-´thah, God opens. Judg.
	JEREMIAH, jer-´em-i-´ah, whom Jehovah
	JEREMIAS, jer-´em-i-´as, Greek form of
	JEREMY, jer-´em-y, shortened English form
	JERICHO, jer-´ik-o, a fragrant place. Num.
	JEROBOAM I, jer-´ob-o-´am, whose people
	JEROBOAM II. 2 Kin. 13:13; 14:23-29. JEROHAM, je-ro-´ham, who is loved.
	JERUBBAAL, jer-oob-ba-´al, let Baal plead.
	JERUBBESHETH, jer-oob-be-´sheth, let
	JERUSALEM, je-roo-´sa-lem, founded in
	JESHUA (Joshua), jesh-´oo-ah, Jehovah is
	JESHURUN, jesh-oor-´oon, righteous,
	JESSE, jes-´sy, gift (?). Ruth 4:17.
	JESUS, je-´sus, Saviour. Matt. 1:21. See
	JETHRO, jeth-´ro, same as ITHRA. Ex. 3:1.
	JEW, joo, an Israelite. Esth. 2:5. JEWESS, joo-´ess, a female Jew. Acts 16:1. JEWISH, joo-´ish, of or belonging to Jews.
	JEWRY, joo-´ry, Old English name for
	JEWS, joos, inhabitants of Judea (Israelites
	JEZEBEL, jez-´e-bel, unmarried.
	JEZREEL, jez-´re-el, God scatters. 1 Chr.
	JEZREELITE, jez-´re-el-ite, an inhabitant of
	JEZREELITESS, jez-´re-el-ite-ess, feminine
	JOAB, jo-´ab, Jehovah is father. 2 Sam.
	JOASH, jo-´ash, whom Jehovah supports
	JOB, jobe, (1) a desert, Gen. 46:13; (2)
	JOCHEBED, jo-´ke-bed, Jehovah is
	JOEL, jo-´el, Jehovah is might.
	JOHN, English way of spelling Johanan.
	JOIAKIM, jo-´ya-kim, shortened from
	JOKIM, jo-´kim, shortened from Jehoiakim.
	JONA, jo-´nah, a Greek way of spelling
	JONADAB, jo-´na-dab, same as
	JONAH, jo-´nah, dove.
	JONAS, jo-´nas, (1) same as JONA. John
	JONATH-ELEM-RECHOKIM, jo-´nath-e-
	JONATHAN, jo-´na-than, whom Jehovah
	JOPPA, jop-´ah, beauty (?).
	JORDAN, jor-´dan, flowing down. Gen.
	JOSEPH, jo-´sef, he shall add.
	JOSES, jo-´ses. Matt. 13:55. JOSHUA, josh-´you-ah, Jehovah is
	JOSIAH, jo-si-´ah, whom Jehovah heals.
	JOSIAS, jo-si-´as, Greek form of Josiah.
	JOTHAM, jo-´tham, Jehovah is upright.
	JOZABAD, jo-´za-bad, same as
	JOZADAK, jo-´za-dak, same as
	JUBAL, joo-´bal, music (?).
	JUDA, joo-´dah, same as JUDAH. Luke
	JUDAH, joo-´dah, praised.
	JUDAS, joo-´das, Greek form of JUDAH.
	JUDAS ISCARIOT. Matt. 10:4; Mark
	JUDE, jood, abbreviated from Judas.
	JUDEA, joo-de-´ah (land of Judah). Ezra
	JULIA, joo-´li-ah, feminine form of Julius.
	JULIUS, joo-´li-us, downy. Acts 27:1. JUNIA, joo-´ni-ah.
	JUPITER, joo-´pit-er.
	KADESH, ka-´desh, consecrated. Gen.
	KADESH-BARNEA, ka-´desh-bar-´ne-ah.
	KADMONITES, kad-´mon-ites, Orientals.
	KEDAR, ke-´dar, black-skinned.
	KEDRON (Kidron, Cedron), ke-´dron,
	KEILAH, ke-ee-´lah, sling (?). Josh. 15:44.
	KENAZ, ke-´naz, hunting. Gen. 36:11. KENEZITE, ke-´nez-ite, descendant of
	KENITES, keen-´ites, descendants of an
	KENIZZITES, ke-´niz-ites, same as
	KEREN-HAPPUCH, ke-´ren-hap-´ook, horn
	KERIOTH, ke-ri-´oth, cities.
	KETURAH, ke-too-´rah, incense.
	KIBROTH-HATTAAVAH, kib -´roth-hat-ta-
	KIDRON, kid-´ron, turbid. 2 Sam. 15:23. KIR, kir, town. 2 Kin. 16:9; Is. 15:1; 22:6;
	KIR-HARASETH, kir-´ha-ras-´eth, brick-town.
	KIR-HARESETH, kir-´ha-res-´eth, same as
	KIR-HARESH, kir-har-´esh, same as
	KIR-HERES, kir-her-´es, same as
	KIRIATHAIM, kir-´yath-a-´im, same as
	KIRJATH-JEARIM, kir-´jath-je-´ar-im, c. of
	KISH, kish, bow.
	KISHON, ki-´shon, tortuous.
	KITTIM, kit-´im, same as CHITTIM. Gen.
	KOHATH, ko-´hath, assembly.
	KOHATHITES, ko-´hath-ites, descendants
	KORAH, ko-´rah, bald.
	KORAHITES, ko-´rah-ites, descendants of
	KORATHITES, ko-´rath-ites, same as
	KORE, ko-´re, partridge. 1 Chr. 9:19. KORHITE, kor-´ite, same as KORATHITE.
	LABAN, la-´ban, white.
	LACHISH, la-´kish, impregnable. Josh.
	LAHAI-ROI, la-hai-ro-´i, to the living is
	LAISH, la-´ish, lion. 1 Sam. 25:44.
	LAMECH, la-´mek, destroyer.
	LAODICEA, la-´od-i-se-´ah. Col. 2:1. LAODICEANS, la-´od-i-se-´ans, inhabitants
	LAPIDOTH, la-´pid-oth, torches. Judg. 4:4. LATIN, lat-´in, the language spoken by
	LAZARUS, laz-´ar-us, Greek form of
	LAZARUS, brother of Mary and Martha,
	LEAH, le-´ah, languid. Gen. 29:16, 31;
	LEBANON, leb-´an-on, the white
	LEBBAEUS, leb-e-´us. Matt. 10:3. See
	LEHI, le-´hi, jaw-bone. Judg. 15:9. LEMUEL, lem-´oo-el, (devoted) to God (?).
	LEUMMIM, le-oom-´im, peoples. Gen.
	LEVI, le-´vi, associate (?).
	LEVIATHAN, le-vi-´a-than, a water
	LEVITES, le-´vites, descendants of Levi,
	LIBERTINES, lib-´ert-ines, freedmen. Acts
	LIBNAH, lib-´nah, whiteness. Num. 33:20.
	LIBYA, lib-´yah. Jer. 46:9; Ezek. 30:5; Dan.
	LINUS, li-´nus, flax. 2 Tim. 4:21. LO-AMMI, lo-am-´i, not my people. Hos.
	LOIS, lo-´is. 2 Tim. 1:5. LO-RUHAMAH, lo-ru-hah-´mah, not
	LOT, veil. Gen. 11:27.
	LOTAN, lo-´tan, veiling. Gen. 36:20. LUBIMS, loob-´ims, same as LEHABIM.
	LUCAS, loo-´kas, same as LUKE. Phil. 24. LUCIFER, loo-´sif-er, light-bearer. Is.
	LUCIUS, loosh-´yus, a noble (?).
	LUKE, of or belonging to Lucania.
	LYCAONIA, li-´ka-o-´ni-ah. Acts 14:6. LYCIA, lish-´yah. Acts 27:5. LYDDA, lid-´ah, Greek form of LOD (?).
	LYDIA, lid-´yah.
	LYSANIAS, li-sa-´ni-as, ending sorrow.
	LYSIAS, lis-´yas, a person of Lysia. Acts
	LYSTRA, lis-´trah. Acts 14:6.
	MAACHAH, ma-´ak-ah, royal (?). 1 Kin.
	MACEDONIA, mas-´ed-o-´ni-ah.
	MACHPELAH, mak-pe-´lah, a doubling.
	MAGDALA, mag-´dal-ah, tower. Matt.
	MAGDALENE, mag-´dal-e-´ne, inhabitant
	MAHANAIM, ma-´han-a-´im, two camps.
	MAHER-SHALAL-HASH-BAZ, ma-´her-sha-
	MAHLON, mah-´lon, a sick person.
	MAKKEDAH, mak-´ed-ah, place of
	MALACHI, mal-´ak-i, the messenger of
	MALCHAM, mal-´kam, their king. 1 Chr.
	MALCHUS, mal-´kus, Greek form of
	MAMMON, mam-´on, fulness.
	MAMRE, mam-´re, fatness.
	MANASSEH, ma-nas-´ay, one who causes
	MANASSES, ma-nas-´es, Greek form of
	MANASSITES, ma-nas-´ites, members of
	MANOAH, ma-no-´ah, rest.
	MARA, ma-´rah, sad. Ruth 1:20. MARAH, ma-´rah, bitter.
	MARANATHA, ma-´ran-ah-´thah, our lord
	MARCUS, mar-´kus. Col. 4:10. MARK, English form of Marcus.
	MARS’ HILL, English of Areopagus. Acts
	MARTHA, mar-´thah, lady.
	MARY, Greek form of Miriam. Matt. 1:16.
	MARY MAGDALENE, Luke 8:2.
	MARYS, THE THREE, at the cross. John
	MASCHIL, mas-´kil, understanding. Ps.
	MASSAH, mas-´ah, temptation.
	MATTAN, mat-´an, a gift.
	MATTHEW, English way of spelling
	MATTHIAS, math-i-´as, another Greek
	MAZZAROTH, maz-´ar-oth, the signs of
	MEDAD, me-´dad.
	MEDES, inhabitants of Media. 2 Kin. 17:6.
	MEDIA, me-´di-ah, Greek form of Madai.
	MEGIDDO, me-gid-´o, place of troops.
	MEGIDDON, me-gid-´on, same as
	MELCHIZEDEK, melk-iz-´ed-ek, king of
	MELITA, mel-´it-ah.
	MELZAR, mel-´zar, steward.
	MENAHEM, me-na-´hem, comforter.
	MENE, me-´ne, numbered. MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. Dan.
	MEPHIBOSHETH, mef-ib-´osh-eth,
	MERAB, me-´rab, increase.
	MERARI, me-rah-´ri, bitter. Gen. 46:11. MERARITES, descendants of Levi. Ex.
	MERCURIUS, mer-ku-´ri-us.
	MERIBAH, me-ree-´bah, water of strife.
	MERIB-BAAL, me-´rib-ba-´al, contender (?)
	MERODACH, me-´ro-dak. Jer. 50:2. MERODACH-BALADAN, me-´ro-dak-bal-´a-dan,
	MEROM, me-´rom, a high place.
	MEROZ, me-´roz, refuge (?).
	MESHECH, me-´shek, tall (?).
	MESOPOTAMIA, mes-´o-pot-a-´mi-ah,
	MESSIAH, mes-i-´ah, anointed (anointed;
	MESSIAS, mes-i-´as, Greek form of the
	METHUSELAH, me-thoo-´se-lah, man of
	MICAH, mi-´kah, who (is) like unto
	MICAIAH, mi-kai-´ah, fuller form of
	MICHAEL, mi-´ka-el, who (is) like unto
	MICHAL, mi-´kal, brook. 1 Sam. 14:49.
	MIDIAN, mid-´yan, strife. Gen. 25:2.
	MIDIANITES, mid-´yan-ites, people of
	MILCAH, mil-´kah, counsel (?). Gen.
	MILCOM, mil-´kom, same as MOLOCH.
	MILETUM, mi-le-´tum, improper form of
	MILETUS, mi-le-´tus.
	MILLO, mil-´o, a mound.
	MIRIAM, mir-´yam, rebellion (?).
	MITYLENE, mit-´il-e-´ne. Acts 20:14. MIZPAH, miz-´pah (Gilead), a look out.
	MIZPEH, miz-´peh, watch-tower. Josh.
	MNASON, na-´son, an old disciple. Acts
	MOAB, mo-´ab, progeny of a father. Gen.
	MOABITES, mo-´ab-ites, people of Moab.
	MOABITESS, mo-´ab-ite-ess, a lady of
	MOLECH, mo-´lek, English form for
	MOLOCH, mo-´lok, king. Amos 5:26. MORDECAI, mor-´dek-ai, worshipper of
	MORIAH, mor-i-´ah, provided by Jehovah.
	MOSES, mo-´zes, saved from the water.
	MUTH-LABBEN, mooth-´la-ben´, death to
	MYRA, mi-´rah, balsam. Acts 27:5. MYSIA, mish-´yah. Acts 16:7. NAAMAN, na-´am-an, pleasantness. 2 Kin.
	NABAL, na-´bal, foolish. 1 Sam. 25:3.
	NABOTH, na-´both, fruits (?).
	NADAB, na-´dab, liberal. Ex. 6:23.
	NAHASH, na-´hash, serpent.
	NAHOR, na-´hor. Gen. 11:22.
	NAHUM, na-´hoom, comforter.
	NAIN, na-´in, pasture.
	NAIOTH, nai-´oth, habitations. 1 Sam.
	NAOMI, na-´om-i, pleasant. Ruth 1:2. NAPHTALI, naf-´tal-i, my wrestling.
	NARCISSUS, nar-sis-´us, benumbing.
	NATHAN, na-´than, gift.
	NATHANAEL, na-than-´a-el, gift of God.
	NAZARENE, naz-´ar-een´, a native of
	NAZARETH, naz-´ar-eth, branch. Luke
	NAZARITE, naz-´ar-ite, one separated.
	NAZARITES, law of the. Num. 6. NEAPOLIS, ne-a-´po-lis, new city. Acts
	NEBO, ne-´bo, a lofty place. Deut. 32:49. NEBUCHADNEZZAR, neb-´u-kad-nez-´ar,
	NEBUCHADREZZAR, neb-´u-kad-rez-´ar,
	NEBUZAR-ADAN, neb-´u-zar-´a-dan´, Nebo
	NECHO, ne-´ko, conqueror (?). Jer. 46:2. NECHOH, same as NECHO. 2 Kin.
	NEHEMIAH, ne-´hem-i-´ah, Jehovah
	NEHUSHTAN, ne-hoosh-´tan, brazen.
	NERGAL, ner-´gal, lion. 2 Kin. 17:30. NERGAL-SHAREZER, ner-´gal-shar-e-´zer,
	NETHINIMS, neth-´in-ims, the appointed.
	NICANOR, ni-ka-´nor, one of the seven
	NICODEMUS, nik-´o-de-´mus, Pharisee and
	NICOLAITANES, nik-´o-la-´it-ans, named
	NICOLAS, nik-´o-las. Acts 6:5. NICOPOLIS, nik-o-´pol-is, city of victory.
	NIGER, ni-´ger, black. Acts 13:1. NIMROD, nim-´rod, an inhabitant of
	NINEVEH, nin-´ev-ay, dwelling (?). Gen.
	NINEVITES, nin-´ev-ites, inhabitants of
	NISAN, ni-´san, month. Neh. 2:1; Esth.
	NISROCH, nis-´rok, eagle (?). 2 Kin.
	NO, abode (?). Nah. 3:8.
	NO AMON, no a-´mon, abode of Amon.
	NOADIAH, no-´ad-i-´ah, whom Jehovah
	NOAH, no-´ah, (1) rest. Gen. 5:29. (2)
	NOB, nobe, high place.
	NOD, node, flight, wandering. Gen. 4:16. NOE, no-´e, Greek form of Noah. Matt.
	NON, none, same as NUN. 1 Chr. 7:27. NOPH, nofe, same as MEMPHIS.
	NUN, noon, fish. Ex. 33:11. NYMPHAS, nim-´fas, shortened form of
	OBADIAH, ob-´ad-i-´ah, worshipper of
	OBED, o-´bed, worshipping (God.). Ruth
	OBED-EDOM, o-´bed-e-´dom, serving
	ODED, o-´ded, setting up (?).
	OG, circle (?).
	OLIVET, ol-´iv-et, place of olives.
	OLYMPAS, o-limp-´as, bright (?). Rom.
	OMEGA, o-´meg-ah, great O. Rev. 1:8, 11;
	OMRI, om-´ri, like a sheaf (?).
	ON, the sun. Gen. 41:45. ONESIMUS, o-ne-´sim-us, profitable. Col.
	ONESIPHORUS, o-´nes-if-´or-us, bringing
	OPHEL, o-´fel, a hill. 2 Chr. 27:3.
	OPHIR, o-´feer.
	ORION, o-ri-´on. Job 9:9. ORNAN, or-´nan (Araunah). 2 Sam. 24:16;
	ORPAH, orp-´ah, hind (?). Ruth. 1:4. OSEE, o-´zee, same as HOSEA. Rom. 9:25. OSHEA, o-she-´ah, same as JOSHUA. Num.
	OTHNIEL, oth-´ni-el, powerful man of
	OZIAS, o-zi-´as, Greek form of Uzziah.
	PADAN-ARAM, pa-´dan-a-´ram, the plain of
	PAHATH-MOAB, pa-´hath-mo-´ab,
	PALESTINA, pal-´es-ti-´nah, land of
	PAMPHYLIA, pam-fil-´yah.
	PAPHOS, pa-´fos.
	PARAN, pa-´ran, cavernous.
	PARTHIANS, parth-´yans. Acts 2:9. PASHUR, pash-´oor, prosperity round
	PATARA, pat-´ar-ah. Acts 21:1. PATHROS, path-´ros.
	PATMOS, pat-´mos.
	PAUL, or PAULUS, little. Acts 13:9.
	PEKAH, pe-´kah, open-eyed.
	PEKAHIAH, pe-´kah-i-´ah, whose eyes
	PENIEL, pe-nee-´el, the face of God.
	PENINNAH, pe-nin-´ah, coral. 1 Sam. 1:2.
	PENTECOST, pen-´te-kost, fiftieth.
	PENUEL, pe-noo-´el, old form of Peniel.
	PEOR, pe-´or, point.
	PEREZ, pe-´rez, breach. 1 Chr. 27:3. PEREZ-UZZA, pe-´rez-uz-´ah, same as
	PEREZ-UZZAH, pe-´rez-uz-´ah, breach of
	PERGA, per-´gah.
	PERGAMOS, per-´ga-mos, citadel (?).
	PERIZZITES, per-´iz-ites, belonging to a
	PERSIA, per-´shah.
	PERSIAN, per-´shan, belonging to Persia.
	PERSIS, per-´sis, a Persian woman.
	PETER, pe-´ter, a stone. Matt. 16:18.
	PHARAOH, fa-´roh, the sun (title of rulers
	PHARAOH-HOPHRA, fa-´roh-hof-´rah,
	PHARAOH-NECHO, fa-´roh-ne-´ko,
	PHARISEES, far-´is-ees, the separated.
	PHEBE, fe-´be, moon. Rom. 16:1. PHENICE, fe-ni-´see, palm tree. Acts
	PHENICIA, fe-nish-´yah, land of palms.
	PHICHOL, fi-´kol, attentive (?). Gen.
	PHILADELPHIA, fil-´a-delf-´yah, brotherly
	PHILEMON, fil-e-´mon, affectionate.
	PHILETUS, fil-e-´tus, beloved. 2 Tim.
	PHILIP, fil-´ip, lover of horses.
	PHILIPPI, fil-ip-´i, a town so called after
	PHILIPPIANS, fil-ip-´yans, the people of
	PHILISTIA, fil-ist-´yah, the land of the
	PHILISTIM, fil-´ist-im, wanderers. Gen.
	PHILISTINES, fil-´ist-ines, same as
	PHILOLOGUS, fil-o-´log-us, talkative.
	PHINEHAS, fin-´e-as, serpent’s mouth. Ex.
	PHRYGIA, frij-´yah. Acts 2:10; 16:6;
	PHYGELLUS, fi-gel-´us, little fugitive.
	PILATE, pi-´lat, armed with a javelin (?).
	PISGAH, piz-´gah, a part, boundary.
	PITHOM, pi-´thom.
	PLEIADES, pli-´ad-ees, (coming at) the
	POCHERETH OF ZEBAIM, po-ke-´reth of
	POLLUX, pol-´ux. Acts 28:11. PONTIUS, pon-´shus, belonging to the sea.
	PONTUS, pont-´us, sea. Acts 2:9. PORCIUS FESTUS, por-´shus fest-´us. Acts
	POTIPHAR, pot-´i-far, belonging to the
	POTI-PHERAH, pot-´i-fer-´ah, same as
	PRISCA, pris-´kah, ancient. 2 Tim. 4:19. PRISCILLA, pris-il-´ah, diminutive of
	PTOLEMAIS, tol-´em-a-´is, city of Ptolemy.
	PUBLIUS, pub-´li-us.
	PUHITES, poo-´hites. 1 Chr. 2:53. PUL, pool, (1) a short name for Tiglath-
	PUNITES, poon-´ites, descendants of Pua.
	PUR, poor, a lot. Esth. 3:7. PURIM, poor-´im, lots. Esth. 9:26.
	PUTEOLI, poo-te-´o-li, wells.
	QUARTUS, kwart-´us, the fourth. Rom.
	RAAMSES, ra-am-´ses, son of the sun. Ex.
	RABBAH, rab-´ah, capital city. Josh. 13:25.
	RABBI, rab-´i, master. Matt. 23:7, 8; John
	RABBONI, rab-o-´ni, my master.
	RAB-MAG, rab-´mag, most exalted. Jer.
	RAB-SARIS, rab-´sar-is, chief eunuch.
	RAB-SHAKEH, rab-´sha-kay, chief of the
	RACHEL, ra-´chel, ewe. Gen. 29:6.
	RAHAB, ra-´hab, (1) broad. Josh. 2:1. (2)
	RAMAH, ra-´mah, high place. Josh. 18:25;
	RAMESES, ra-´me-sees, same as
	RAMOTH-GILEAD, ra-´moth gil-´yad,
	REBECCA, Greek form of Rebekah. Rom.
	REBEKAH, re-bek-´ah, a noose.
	RECHAB, re-´kab, horseman. 2 Kin.
	RECHABITES, re-´kab-ites, descendants of
	REHOBOAM, re-´hob-o-´am, who enlarges
	REPHAIM, re-fa-´m, giants. 2 Sam. 5:18. REPHAIMS, re-fa-´ims, same as REPHAIM.
	REPHIDIM, re-fee-´dim, supports.
	REUBEN, roo-´ben, behold a son (?).
	REUBENITES, roo-´ben-ites, descendants
	REUEL, roo-´el, friend of God. 1 Chr. 9:8. REZIN, re-´zin, firm.
	REZON, re-´zon, lean.
	RHEGIUM, re-´ji-um. Acts 28:13. RHODA, ro-´dah, a rose. Acts 12:13. RHODES, rodes.
	RIBLAH, rib-´lah, fertility. Num. 34:11.
	RIMMON, rim-´on, (1) pomegranate,
	RIMMON-PAREZ, rim-´on-pa-´rez,
	ROBOAM, rob-o-´am, Greek form of
	ROMANS, ro-´mans, men of Rome. John
	ROME, strength (?).
	RUFUS, roo-´fus, red. Mark 15:21.
	RUHAMAH, roo-hah-´mah,
	RUTH, rooth, friendship (?). Ruth 1:4.
	SABEANS, sab-e-´ans, people of Seba. Job
	SADDUCEES, sad-´u-sees (named from
	SALEM, sa-´lem, perfect. Gen. 14:18; Heb.
	SALMONE, sal-mo-´ne. Acts 27:7. SALOME, sal-o-´me, perfect. Mark 15:40;
	SAMARIA, sa-ma-´ri-ah, Greek equivalent
	SAMARITAN, sa-mar-´it-an.
	SAMARITANS, sa-mar-´it-ans, inhabitants
	SAMOTHRACIA, sa-´mo-thra-´shah. Acts
	SAMSON, sam-´son, like the sun. Judg.
	SAMUEL, sam-´u-el, name of God, or,
	SANBALLAT, san-bal-´at, Sin (the moon)
	SAPPHIRA, saf-i-´rah, beautiful. Acts 5:1. SARA, sa-´rah, Greek form of Sarah. Heb.
	SARAH, sa-´rah, princess. Gen. 17:15.
	SARAI, sa-´rai, contentious (?). Gen.
	SARDIS, sard-´is.
	SARDITES, sard-´ites, descendants of
	SARGON, sar-´gon, [God] appoints the
	SATAN, sa-´tan, adversary. 1 Chr. 21:1. SAUL, asked for. 1 Sam. 9:2.
	SCEVA, se-´vah, left-handed. Acts 19:14. SEIR, se-´ir, hairy.
	SELAH, se-´lah, forte (?), a musical
	SELEUCIA, se-loo-´shah, called after
	SENNACHERIB, sen-ak-´er-ib, Sin (the
	SERGIUS, ser-´ji-us. Acts 13:7. SETH, substitute.
	SHADDAI, shad-´ai, Almighty. Num. 1:6. SHADRACH, shad-´rak. Dan. 1:7.
	SHALLUM, shal-´oom, retribution. 2 Kin.
	SHALMAN, shal-´man, shortened form of
	SHALMANESER, shal-´man-e-´zer,
	SHAMGAR, sham-´gar, destroyer (?).
	SHAMMA, sham-´ah, desert. 1 Chr. 7:37. SHAMMAH, sham-´ah, same as SHAMMA.
	SHAPHAN, sha-´fan, coney.
	SHARON, sha-´ron, plain. 1 Chr. 27:29.
	SHEALTIEL, she-al-´ti-el, I asked from
	SHEAR-JASHUB, she-´ar-ja-´shoob, the
	SHEBA, she-´bah, an oath. Gen. 25:3;
	SHEBNA, sheb-´nah, youth (?).
	SHECHEM, she-´kem, back, shoulder.
	SHELAH, she-´lah, petition.
	SHEM, name. Gen. 5:32; 9:26; 10:21;
	SHEMAIAH, she-mai-´ah, Jehovah has
	SHESHACH, she-´shak, a name for Babel.
	SHESHBAZZAR, shesh-baz-´ar. Ezra 1:8;
	SHETHAR-BOZNAI, she-´thar-boz-´nai,
	SHIBBOLETH, shib-´ol-eth, an ear of corn,
	SHIGGAION, shig-ai-´on, irregular. Ps. 7,
	SHIGIONOTH, shig-´i-o-´noth. Hab. 3:1. SHILOH, shi-´lo, rest, Messiah. Gen.
	SHIMEI, shim-´e-i, my fame. Num. 3:18.
	SHISHAK, shi-´shak, illustrious. 1 Kin.
	SHOSHANNIM-EDUTH, sho-shan-´im-e-
	SHULAMITE, shoo-´lam-ite, same as
	SHUMATHITES, shoo-´math-ites, people
	SHUNAMMITE, shoon-´am-ite, an
	SHUNEM, shoon-´em, two resting-places.
	SHUSHAN, shoo-´shan.
	SHUSHAN-EDUTH, sh.-e-´dooth, lily of
	SIBBOLETH, sib-´o-leth, same as
	SIDON, si-´don, fishing.
	SIDONIANS, si-do-´ni-ans, persons living
	SIHON, si-´hon, brush.
	SILAS, si-´las, shortened form of Silvanus.
	SILOAM, si-lo-´am, same as SHILOAH.
	SILVANUS, sil-vane-´us, of the forest.
	SIMEON, sim-´e-on, same as SHIMEON.
	SIMON, si-´mon, same as preceding.
	SIN, clay. Ex. 16:1.
	SINA, si-´nah, Greek form of Sinai. Acts
	SINAI, si-´nai, pointed. Ex. 19:1.
	SINIM, sin-´im. Chinese (?). Is. 49:12. SINITE, sin-´ite. Gen. 10:17. SION, si-´on, (1) lifted up, Deut. 4:48; (2)
	SIRION, sir-´i-on, a coat of mail.
	SISERA, si-´ser-ah, binding in chains (?).
	SITNAH, sit-´nah, contention. Gen. 26:21. SMYRNA, smir-´nah, myrrh. Rev. 1:11. SO, Hebrew form of Egyptian word
	SODOM, sod-´om, burning. Gen. 10:19.
	SODOMA, sod-´om-ah, Greek form of the
	SODOMITES, sod-´om-ites, persons who
	SOLOMON, sol-´om-on, peaceable. 2 Sam.
	SON OF GOD. See CHRIST. SON OF MAN. See CHRIST. SOPATER, so-´pa-ter. Acts 20:4. SOSTHENES, sos-´then-ees. Acts 18:17. SPAIN. Rom. 15:24. STEPHANAS, ste-´fan-as, crowned. 1 Cor.
	STEPHEN, ste-´ven, English form of
	STOICKS, sto-´ics, philosophers whose
	SUCCOTH, sook-´oth, booths.
	SUCHATHITES, sook-´ath-ites. 1 Chr.
	SUKKIIMS, sook-´i-ims, nomads. 2 Chr.
	SUSANCHITES, soo-´sank-ites, inhabitants
	SUSANNA, su-san-´ah, lily. Luke 8:3. SYCHAR, si-´kar, drunken (?). John 4:5. SYCHEM, si-´kem, Greek form of
	SYNTYCHE, sin-´ty-kee, fortunate. Phil.
	SYRACUSE, si-´ra-kuse. Acts 28:12. SYRIA, sir-´yah. Judg. 10:6. SYRIAN, sir-´yan, inhabitant of Syria. Gen.
	SYRIANS, sir-´yans. Gen. 25:20; Deut.
	SYROPHENICIAN, si-´ro-fee-nish-´yan,
	TABITHA, tab-´ith-ah, gazelle. Acts 9:36. TABOR, ta-´bor, height. Josh. 19:22.
	TABRIMON, tab-´rim-on, Rimmon is good.
	TADMOR, tad-´mor, city of palms (?).
	TAMAR, ta-´mar, a palm tree. Gen. 38:6. TAMMUZ, tam-´ooz, son of life (?).
	TARPELITES, tar-´pel-ites, people of
	TARSHISH, tar-´shish. Gen. 10:4; 1 Kin.
	TARSUS, tar-´sus, city of the apostle Paul.
	TARTAN, tar-´tan, military chief. 2 Kin.
	TATNAI, tat-´nai, gift (?).
	TEKOA, te-ko-´ah, sound of trumpet
	TEMAN, te-´man, on the right hand. Gen.
	TEMANI, te-´man-i, descendants of
	TEMANITE, te-´man-ite, same as
	TERAPHIM, ter-´af-im, nourishers.
	TERTIUS, ter-´shus, the third. Rom. 16:22. TERTULLUS, ter-tul-´us (dim. of
	TETRARCH, tet-´rark, ruler of a fourth
	THADDAEUS, thad-e-´us, Greek form of
	THEBEZ, the-´bez, brightness.
	THEOPHILUS, the-o-´fil-us, loved of God.
	THESSALONICA, thes-´al-on-i-´kah.
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